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Five people, including three
children, have so far died

after a fire broke out at a
Durga puja pandal in Bhadohi
district,  police said on
Monday.

A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) has been consti-
tuted to probe the cause of the
incident from all angles,
including it being part of any
subversive activity.

Fire broke out on Sunday
in a Durga puja pandal in
Aurai town during the aarti
session to mark the Saptami, or
the seventh day, of Navratri fes-
tivities.

Bhadohi District
Magistrate Gaurang Rathi said
on Monday, “The death toll in
the Bhadohi Durga puja pan-
dal fire incident has risen to
five. Three children and two
women have died.”

Among the five deceased
were one Jai Devi and her two
grandchildren and their death
has left the family in a state of
shock.

Devi’s husband said, “Along
with my wife, three of her
daughters-in-law and two
grandchildren had gone to the
pandal. While the woman and
one of the children died in hos-
pital, one more child died
today (Monday) morning at
home.”

On Sunday night,

Bhadohi’s Superintendent of
Police Anil Kumar had
informed about the incident,
saying the fire broke at the time
of aarti.

“At around 9 pm, a fire
broke out at Durga Puja pan-
dal in Bhadohi as it was the
time of aarti. 

“Around 10-15 people were
injured and were immediately
rushed to the hospital,” the SP
said.

“Around 150 people were
present during the Durga Puja
aarti when the fire broke out.
Fifty-two people were admitted
to different hospitals. 

People having 30-40 per
cent burns have been admitted
to trauma centres and every
patient is stable,” he added.
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India on Monday got its fleet
of the first indigenously built

light combat helicopter (LCH)
named ‘Prachand’ nearly 23
years after the Kargil war.  The
helicopter is capable of destroy-
ing enemy targets, including
bunkers, tanks and drones in
high-altitude areas.

Built by the public sector
aerospace conglomerate
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), the light com-
bat helicopter is the only attack
helicopter in the world that can
land and take off at an altitude
of 5,000 metres (16,400 ft)
with a considerable load of
weapons and fuel.  

The 5.8-tonne twin-engine
gunship helicopter is armed
with air-to-air missiles, 20 mm
turret guns, rocket systems
and other weapons.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday presided
over the ceremony to induct
“Prachand” into service at

Jodhpur Air Force station. He
also flew in the helicopter and
later said, “No need to define
‘Prachand’, message received by
the enemy.”

The fleet comprising four
helicopters was inducted into
the IAF in Jodhpur in the
presence of the Defence
Minister,  IAF chief  VR
Chaudhari and other senior
military officials.

Rajnath described the
induction of the indigenous-
ly-built LCH into the IAF as

a “momentous occasion” for
India’s defence production.
“The IAF has been playing an
important role in protecting
India’s sovereignty and I am
confident that its overall 
capability will enhance fur-
ther following induction of
LCH,” he said.

“We have been focusing
on boosting the country’s
defence production following
certain developments . . . .
Security of the country has
been our foremost priority

and it will remain so,” he
said. 

Rajnath also compli-
mented the IAF for reposing
confidence in indigenously
developed platforms.

He noted the LCH meets
the requirements of modern
warfare and necessary qual-
ity parameters under varied
conditions of operations. It is
capable of self-protection, of
carrying a wide variety of
ammunition, and delivering it
to the field quickly.
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Rising prices of vegetables
are jeopardising the com-

mon man’s kitchen budget due
to the supply crunch caused by
heavy rain.

Apple, pomegranate and
banana are cheaper than cau-
liflower, carrot, capsicum, and
coriander in most parts of the
north India. But there is not
much change in the prices of
onion, potato and garlic.
Traders and vendors have
blamed the short supply due to
excessive rain in central India
for the higher prices of veg-
etables. 

According to the Ministry
of Consumer Affairs and
Agriculture, retail prices of
vegetables will remain high
till the arrival of the new crops.

The data collected from
several vegetable markets
across the national Capital
showed that average retail
prices of vegetables have surged
sharply in the past few weeks. 

Retail prices of cauliflower
have sharply risen to nearly
�100 per kg from �60 per kg a
few weeks ago. 

Carrot (Orange) is selling
at �100 per kg; coriander leaves
at �300-400 per kg; bottle
gourd (Lauki) is around �55-60
a kg from �20-30 a kg a few
days ago. Radish is selling at
�60 per kg which was being
sold at �30 a kg two weeks ago.

Sponge Gourd is selling at
�60 a kg which was at �30-40
a kg last week. Capsicum price
is selling at �120-150 a kg.
Retail prices of potato and
onion are stable being sold at
�25-30 per kg. Tomato is also
being sold at �35-40 per kg. 

Spinach, a seasonal veg-
etable, is selling at �80 a kg
from �60 per kg last week.
Garlic is selling at �25-30 per
kg. Lemon prices have gone up
from �20 per 250 gram to �30
per 250 gram. Retail price of
radish is at �60 per kg.

The retail prices of vegeta-
bles at Blinket online stores
showed that average retail
prices of ladies’ finger is at �60
per kg; french beans �228 per
kg; cucumber �80 per kg;
sponge gourd �110 per kg;
carrot �120 per kg; green cap-
sicum �220 per kg;  pointed
gourd �80 per kg; brinjal �60

a kg; round gourd (tinda) �120
per kg; Radish �80 a kg and
drumstick �360 per kg.

Similarly, in Bigbasket,
retail prices of carrot (orange)
is �75 per kg; tomato �39 per
kg; lady finger �50 per kg; cap-
sicum �86 per kg; coriander
leaves �120 a kg; cabbage one
piece (400-500 gram) �33; chilli
green �60 a kg; ginger �118 a
kg; radish �44 a kg; drumstick
�150 a kg; brinjal �60 a kg and
cucumber �60 a kg.

According to Naseeb
Singh, a wholesaler in
Ghazipur vegetables and fruits
market, the unusually high
rainfall in major and trading
centres, causing extensive
damage to vegetable crops
and the high transportation
cost due to spiralling diesel
prices have significantly con-
tributed to the increase in
prices. 

The monsoon which was
around 8 per cent deficient in
June is now 7 per cent excess.
Several parts of the country,
except Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal, and
parts of Odisha, have experi-
enced good rains this season. 
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Swedish scientist Svante
Paabo won the Nobel Prize

in medicine on Monday for his
discoveries on human evolu-
tion that provided key insights
into our immune system and
what makes us unique com-
pared with our extinct cousins,
the award’s panel said.

Paabo has spearheaded
the development of new tech-
niques that al lowed
researchers to compare the
genome of modern humans
and that of other hominins —
the Neanderthals and
Denisovans.

While Neanderthal bones
were first discovered in the
mid-19th century, only by
unlocking their DNA — often
referred to as the code of life —
have scientists been able to fully
understand the links between
species.

This included the time
when modern humans and
Neanderthals diverged as a

species, determined to be
around 800,000 years ago, said
Anna Wedell, chair of the
Nobel Committee.

“Paabo and his team also
surprisingly found that gene
flow had occurred from
Neanderthals to Homo sapiens,
demonstrating that they had
children together during peri-
ods of co-existence,” she said.

This transfer of genes
between hominin species
affects how the immune system
of modern humans reacts to
infections, such as the coron-
avirus. 

About 1-2 per cent of peo-
ple outside Africa have
Neanderthal genes.
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The Delhi Police on Monday
booked the Popular Front

of India (PFI) under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA) in Southeast
Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh. 

The development comes
after Delhi Police’s Special Cell
unit along with district police
conducted raids across six dis-
tricts in the city last week and
nabbed 30 people allegedly
linked with the PFI. 

The Government has
already declared the PFI, Rehab
India Foundation (RIF), All
India Imams Council (AllC),
National Confederation of
Human Rights Organisation
(NCHRO) and other organi-
sations as “unlawful associa-
tions”.

According to the FIR,
Delhi Police Commissioner
Sanjay Arora vide a gazette
notification dated September
29, declared and notified some
addresses in Shaheen Bagh,

Abdul Fazal Enclave and Jamia
Nagar as being used for the
purposes of carrying out
unlawful activities of PFI and
its associates or affiliates.

“Even after the said pre-
scription and notification, reli-
able information has been
received that certain leaders,
members and associates of the
referred unlawful associations,
in continuation of their unlaw-
ful activities, are secretly con-
spiring to disrupt public order
with the ultimate objective of
targeting the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of India,” the
FIR stated.

“The leaders, members,
and associates of the proscribed
unlawful association/s are, in

continuation of their unlawful
activities, conspiring further to
cause massive disruption of
public order by promoting
communal enmity and for
the purposes, are mobilising
supporters for spreading
incitement at various places
of worship,” it further stated.

According to a senior
police official, based on the
information, a case under
sections 120 B (criminal
conspiracy) and 153A (pro-
moting enmity between dif-
ferent groups) 9f the IPC
along with Section 10 of the
UAPA, has been registered at
Shaheen Bagh police sta-
tion.

“In order to unearth the
conspiracy, to prevent dete-
rioration of public order and
to curb the intended unlawful
activities by the leaders, mem-
bers and associates of the said
proscribed organisations. All
these matters will be investi-
gated and the culprits will be
caught,” police stated.
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Abomb scare on board an
Iranian civil aircraft bound

for China forced the IAF on
Monday to scramble its SU-30
fighter jets. The plane remained
in the Indian airspace for near-
ly 40 minutes.

After Tehran informed
India to disregard the bomb
scare, the plane was escorted by
the fighter jets to the Indian air-
space limit for an onward jour-
ney to the designated destina-
tion.  The initial warning about
the bomb on the Mahan Air
aircraft was sounded by the
Lahore Air Traffic Control
(ATC) about 9 am, it was
learned.

A call regarding the threat
was received at 9.20 am, said
the Delhi Police. The Delhi air-
port was subsequently put on

alert. The IAF scrambled two
SU-30s from Punjab and
Rajasthan respectively.

Mahan Air later tweeted
that the report was “fake” and
that the flight was safe.

“In the name of Allah.
Following the publication of an
allegation of a ‘threat to bomb’
a Mahan Airlines flight over
India and request an emer-
gency landing the public rela-
tions of Mahan Airlines
informed that the Airbus 340
passenger plane of this com-
pany was traveling from

Tehran to Guangzhou in
China,” read a statement by
Mahan Air.

“The pilot, as soon as he
learned about the possibility of
a bomb in the flight, shared the
situation with the control cen-
ter… and recognised that this
story was fake and the flight
was completely safe.”

“It seems that the design of
such reports in the current
international and domestic
conditions was proposed in
order to disturb the security
and peace of mind,” it added.

Giving details here, the
IAF said, “On October 3, inti-
mation was received of a bomb
scare on an airline bearing
Iranian registration, when it
was transiting through Indian
airspace. IAF fighter aircraft
were scrambled, which fol-
lowed the aircraft at a safe dis-
tance.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on

Monday arrested a Russian
national accused in an ongoing
investigation of a case related
to the irregularities in the JEE
(Mains) 2021.

Mikhail Shargin, the
accused, was earlier detained by
the Bureau of Immigration at
IGI Airport, Delhi, after his
arrival from Almaty,
Kazakhstan. 

A lookout circular was
issued against him at the behest
of the CBI. Shargin is suspect-
ed to be the main hacker for the
alleged manipulation of the JEE
Mains. 

“During the investigation,
it came to light that some for-
eign nationals were involved in
compromising many online
examinations, including JEE

(Mains), colluding with other
accused in the instant case. 

“The role of one Russian
national was revealed who had
allegedly tampered with the
iLeon software (the platform
on which the JEE (Main)-2021
examination was conducted)
and he helped other accused in
hacking the computer systems
of suspect candidates during
the examination. Therefore, a
lookout circular was issued
against the said Russian
national,” the CBI said in a
statement.

On September 1 last year,
the agency had booked Affinity
Education Pvt Ltd and its three
directors — Siddharth Krishna,
Vishwambhar Mani Tripathi
and Govind Varshney —
besides other touts and associ-
ates/conduits for the alleged
manipulation of the JEE Mains
2021.
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Aday after a controversy
erupted over the installa-

tion of a Mahishasura idol
(buffalo demon) that resem-
bled Mahatma Gandhi at a
Durga puja here, the Kolkata
police have lodged an FIR
against the organisers of the
All India Hindu Mahasabha
Durga Puja pandal on
Monday. 

According to mythology,
Goddess Durga slew
Mahusasur in an epic battle to

end his evil reign.
Its organisers,  Akhil

Bharat Hindu Mahasabha
(ABHM), said the police
brought an artist and made
some changes to the figurine
in view of the furore.  

The Mahisashura idol had
a bald head and was dressed in
a white dhoti and round glass-
es. "The police got an artist to
remove spectacles, put a
moustache and hair on the
asura," Sundargiri Maharaj,
the president of the state unit
of the ABHM, said.
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Dr Darbari of AIIMS Rishikesh honoured with Mahatma Award

The Head of the Department
(HoD) of the Cardiothoracic
and Vascular Surgery (CTVS)
department at All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Rishikesh, Dr An-
shuman Darbari has been ho-
noured with the prestigious
Mahatma Award. He was fe-
licitated in a programme held
in New Delhi on October 2.

Dr Darbari is a renowned
cardiac surgeon and has been
serving in AIIMS Rishikesh
for more than 10 years. 

The award has been given
to Dr Darbari for his impres-
sive contribution to healthcare
excellence and his stellar role
in developing a heart and lung
surgery centre at AIIMS
Rishikesh in Uttarakhand. The
centre provides heart and lung
surgery facilities to needy pa-
tients through the public wel-

fare schemes of the Union and
State government. It is note-
worthy that Rishikesh AIIMS
is the first among the six
newly developed AIIMS
under the Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya suraksha Yojana es-
tablished by the Central Gov-
ernment, which is providing
this facility. 

Expressing happiness, the
Executive Director of AIIMS,
Rishikesh Dr Meenu Singh
said that Dr Darbari has
brought laurels not only to the
CTVS department but also to

AIIMS Rishikesh.
The Mahatma Award has

been instituted by the philan-
thropic and social entrepre-
neur company Live Week
Washington, Eternal Gandhi
group and Aditya Birla Group

inspired by the selfless service
spirit of Mahatma Gandhi.
The Mahatma Award is given
to corporate groups and indi-
viduals for outstanding hu-
manitarian efforts in social
work, social responsibility,

and business sustainability.
Since its inception in the year
2017, the Mahatma Award has
so far honoured over 150 tal-
ented individuals and organi-
zations with distinguished
work.

New wing of physiotherapy
Dept inaugurated in SMI hosp

The principal of Shri Guru
Ram Rai Institute of Med-

ical and Health Sciences, Dr
Yashbir Dewan inaugurated
the new wing the department
of physiotherapy at Shri Ma-
hant Indiresh hospital on
Monday. Speaking on the oc-
casion he said that the Shri

Mahant Indiresh hospital is
committed to provide quality
healthcare services to all the
patients at affordable rates.

The medical superintendent
of the hospital, Dr Ajay Pan-
dita said that the faith of pa-
tients has been increasing at

the Shri Mahant Indiresh hos-
pital with each passing year.
He urged all the doctors to
keep serving the patients with
the same zeal, humane atti-
tude and honesty always in fu-
ture also keeping in mind that
service to humans is service to
God.

The head of department of
physiotherapy, Dr Tarang Sri-
vastava gave detailed informa-
tion about the modern
hydrotherapy, shockwave,
class 4 LASER, robotic glove
and other ultramodern ma-
chines and treatment available
in the department.

State Govt to
make policy for
OTT platforms

The tourism minister Satpal
Maharaj inaugurated Ut-

tarakhand’s first OTT app
Ambe Cine in Dehradun on
Monday which will display
Garhwali and Kumauni shows
and movies. He said that the
app in Uttarakhand will prove
to be a milestone in the his-
tory of Uttarakhand’s cinema
and will also help the new
generation to connect with
Garhwali and Kumauni lan-
guages. He said it is a progres-
sive step in the field of the
State’s cinema and since OTT
is a big platform for the pro-
tection of the State’s folk cul-
ture, the State Government
will also prepare a policy for it.
He stated that OTT platforms
have achieved tremendous
success in the past few years
but most of the films currently
being released in such plat-
forms are those which are not
released in cinema halls. The
State government will focus
on making a policy to ensure
proper functioning of OTT
platforms in the State seeking
the recommendations and
suggestions of people and ex-
perts. The founder member of
the Ambe Cine app and film
director Anuj Joshi said that
entertainment and informa-
tive programmes like
Garhwali and Kumaoni films,
web series and documentaries
will be produced and brought
to the public through this
platform. He said that OTT
will also elevate the level of re-
gional cinema in the State be-
sides giving a wider audience
to the local artists involved in
creating movies or a series.

Ram Leela by inmates converts
atmosphere in Haridwar jail

Ram Leela is being staged
in various parts of the na-

tion these days. At the district
jail in Haridwar, the inmates
are enthusiastically perform-
ing the religious drama too.
All the characters of Ra-
mayana are being played by
the prisoners. Interestingly,
both Hindu and Muslim pris-
oners are taking part in the
Ram Leela. The jail staff and
inmates opine that the atmos-
phere of the prison has turned
positive with staging of the
Ram Leela these days.

The inmates of the jail are
playing all the characters in-
cluding lord Ram, Sita, Laksh-
man, Ravan and Hanuman in
the Ram Leela. Along with
Hindu inmates, the followers
of Islam and other religions
are also performing in the
Ram Leela. The district jail au-
thorities have made all neces-
sary arrangements for staging
of the Ram Leela inside the
prison compound.

The jail superintendent
Manoj Kumar Arya said that

due to such religious and cul-
tural activities inside the jail,
the atmosphere here becomes
positive and the prisoners also
take inspiration from the lives
of great men.  At the same
time, Akhil Bharatiya Akhada
Parishad president Mahant
Ravindra Puri, who came to
see the Ram Leela of the dis-
trict jail, was also appreciative
of the performance by the jail
inmates.  He praised the ef-
forts of jail superintendent

Manoj Kumar Arya and said
that the atmosphere here has
become positive due to Ram
Leela. He said that the atmos-
phere in jails is generally neg-
ative and tense.  In such a
situation, due to cultural pro-
grammes organised on all fes-
tivals stress is being reduced
in the lives of about 1,200 pris-
oners here.  At the same time,
they are getting inspiration to
live as a responsible citizen, he
added.

Religious fraternity irked
by Gujarat incident
Members of the religious

fraternity here have ex-
pressed dissatisfaction at some
members of the Muslim com-
munity allegedly entering
Garba venues while conceal-

ing their identity in Ahmed-
abad, Gujarat during the
ongoing Navratri festivities.
Demanding strict action
against such persons, they
have also appealed to the
members of the community
that they should first accept

the Hindu faith before attend-
ing the religious festivals of
the community.

Shankaracharya Rajarajesh-
waram said that fanatics fol-

lowing a particular faith have
resulted in that religion being
associated with terrorism
across the world. People of a
particular community are
concealing their true identity
and also selling Prasad at pil-
grimage centres in Uttarak-

hand while wearing saffron
clothes. Youths of the commu-
nity hiding their identity and
entering Garba venues in Gu-
jarat is a cause for concern, he
added.

Akhil Bharatiya Akhada
Parishad president Mahant
Ravindra Puri also echoed
similar thoughts and said that
there should be belief in the
religion and respect for deities
in people attending religious
events like Garba. Entering
the Garba while concealing
identity is controversial and
unfair at a time when the Pop-
ular Front of India has been
banned by the government for
its anti-national activities, he
added.

Acharya Mahamandalesh-
war Kailashanand Giri of Ni-
ranjani Akhada said that the
Central or State government
should investigate such people
who are hiding their identity.
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CM lays foundation stone of
9 housing projects for poor

Chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami laid the

foundation stone of nine proj-
ects in Udham Singh Nagar
and Nainital districts under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana -Urban on Monday. The
CM laid the foundation of
these projects worth Rs 547
crore in a programme organ-
ised at the Uday Raj Hindu
Inter College in Kashipur,
Udham Singh Nagar district.
A total of 7,776 houses would
be built under these projects.

Speaking on the occasion
the CM said that our cities are
fast becoming the hub of eco-
nomic activities and consider-
ing the fact we are preparing
our cities for the future. He
said that the State government
has taken a commitment to
develop five new cities in the
next five years. The CM said
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi believes that the third
decade of the present century
belongs to Uttarakhand and
we should work hard to fulfill
his dream. On a stern note the
CM said that all the nine
housing projects should get
completed on time and no
compromise on quality would
be accepted. The nine projects
are in Rudrapur, Gadarpur,
Sitarganj, Kashipur and Jaspur
of Udham Singh Nagar and
Ramnagar of Nainital district.

CM said that the dream of a
roof over every head is getting
fulfilled under the leadership
of PM Modi. He said that the
campaign of PM Modi to pro-
vide houses for the poor re-
flects his vision for
empowering the poor stand-
ing last on the ladder of soci-
ety. The CM said that more
than three crore houses have
been built under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana. 

The CM said that one

should view the comparative
analysis of the works done by
the present government and
those done by previous gov-
ernments. He said that the fa-
cilities which the poor and
deprived sections of the coun-
try should have got years ago
are being given now by PM
Modi. He added that Modi is
not only a Shram Yogi (hard
worker) but also a great vi-
sionary who is visualising and
making the future of the
country. 

The Union minister of State
for Defence, Ajay Bhatt and
Urban Development minister
Prem  Chand Agarwal also
spoke in the ceremony. The
chairperson of Uttarakhand
Forest Development Corpora-
tion Kailash Gehtodi, MLAs
Trilok Singh Cheema, Shiv
Arora, Diwan  Singh Bisht,
district magistrate of Udham
Singh Nagar Yugal Kishore
Pant and  others were present
on the occasion.

Governor visits Kedarnath, reviews
development and other works
The governor lieutenant

general (retd) Gurmit
Singh visited the Kedarnath
temple on Monday morning
and offered prayers there.
During his visit the governor
met the Teerth Purohits and
officials and sought informa-
tion about the reconstruction
works.

Later in the day the gover-
nor held a review meeting
with the officers of revenue,
police, forest and health de-
partments at the auditorium
of the camp office of the 11
Maratha Light Infantry. The
governor sought information
about the preparations and
measures taken by the depart-
ments during the Kedarnath
Yatra. He appreciated the
labourers working in the
Kedarnath reconstruction
works despite adverse condi-
tions. The district magistrate
of Rudraprayag, Mayur Dixit
informed the governor about
the preparations and the re-
construction activities in
Kedarnath.

Expressing satisfaction the
governor said that the use of
modern techniques should be
made to make Yatra easy and
safe. He directed that a large
LED screen should be set up
in the temple premises so that
the pilgrims get information
about the 12 Jyotirlingas while
standing in the queue. The

governor said that to control
15 lakh pilgrims at an altitude
of 12,000 feet is not an easy
task and appreciated the em-
ployees doing the onerous
task. Appreciating the workers
of the health department and

the Swami Vivekanand health
centre for providing health
services to the pilgrims, the
governor said that efforts to
increase the telemedicine and
Heli ambulance facilities
should be made to provide in-

stant treatment to the pil-
grims. He directed the chief
medical officer of
Rudraprayag to coordinate
with the specialist doctors of
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) Rishikesh

for providing the above men-
tioned facilities to the pil-
grims.

The governor ordered the
chief development officer of
Rudraprayag to prepare the
videos and take photographs

of ten successful people of the
area who with their sheer hard
work brought about a positive
change in their financial con-
dition. These success stories
should be publicised to moti-
vate others, he said.

The meeting was also at-
tended by superintendent of
police Ayush Agarwal, divi-
sional forest officer of
Rudraprayag Abhimanyu,
CDO Naresh Kumar and
CMO Dr BK Sukhla.

Former SCPCR chief writes
to CM seeking action against
illegal hotels & resorts

Bharatiya Janata Party
leader and former chair-

person of the State Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights (SCPCR) Usha Negi
said that the State government
should take action against ho-
tels, resorts and homestays
across the State which indulge
in illegal activities and the
names of all such enterprises
must be made public to ensure
that people are aware of such
places to prevent any unfortu-
nate incidents. Negi has writ-
ten a letter to the chief
minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami in which she stated
that appropriate actions must
be taken against irregularities
found in businesses associated
with tourism like resorts, hos-
tels, hotels, rafting camps,
restaurants and religious insti-
tutions to ensure that an inci-
dent like the murder of
19-year-old Ankita Bhandari
who was a receptionist in a re-
sort at Yamkeshwar in Pauri
district can be prevented in
the future. She said that many
resorts, homestays and restau-
rants are reportedly built ille-

gally across the State as per
her information. She said that
many such bodies allegedly
carry out illegal activities like
prostitution and drug use
among other things which is
known by many but still no
action is taken against them.
She said that the government
should make the information
of all such bodies public to
prevent such illegal activities
there. She also stated that it is
a matter of concern that most
of the owners of such bodies
belong to other States and the
officials do not possess all the
required data either about
them or their resorts or
restaurants.  The officials con-
cerned do not know about the
number of staff working there,
how they were hired, their
personal details, whether they
were verified by the local po-
lice and whether all guidelines
are being followed by them.
All such details along with
other significant information
can help the authorities to pre-
vent several unfortunate
events across the State, added
Negi.

Will support & protest for 70 employees
irrespective of ESMA if UTC fails to
reconsider their forced retirement: UREU
PNS     DEHRADUN

Claiming that the State gov-
ernment is using the im-

position of the Essential
Services Maintenance Act
(ESMA) against employees of
Uttarakhand Transport Cor-
poration (UTC) to harass
them, the Uttarakhand Road-
ways Employees Union
(UREU) said that it will be
bound to go against the rules
to protest in support of the
employees who were recently
served noticed by the admin-
istration. The UTC has issued
notices of forced retirement to
70 drivers and conductors
who are allegedly unfit to
carry out the jobs they were
initially appointed for and are
currently doing other works
and as per the officials, they
will be considered retired after
90 days as per the notice. The
president of the union Ashok
Chaudhary said that the cor-
poration has issued the no-
tices against the rules. He said,
"The corporation cannot re-
move an employee from his
job if he becomes unfit due to
health issues over a period of
time. All 70 employees who
were issued notice are unable
to carry out their duties as
conductors and drivers and
not due to any irregularities in
the work they are currently
doing in the corporation as
said by the officials." He said
that many of these employees
even work lower-level jobs
under Roadways because of
health issues. All these 70 em-

ployees have required medical
reports to prove their claim of
being unable to work as con-

ductors and drivers but the
UTC is still targeting them,
said Chaudhary. He said,
"There are about 500 employ-
ees under the corporation
who are not working as per
the posts they were initially
hired for. Why is no action
being taken against them? We
talked to the senior officials
about their decision and they
said that UTC is running at a
loss due to which they are re-
moving such employees
which is against the rules." He
added that the government
had invoked ESMA last

month which prohibits the
employees from going on
strike till March 5, 2023 and

now they are taking advantage
to harass the employees by re-
moving them from their jobs.
"We have filed a case against
ESMA invoked by UTC in
court and the hearing is in a
few weeks. We hope that the
government will reconsider
this decision of forced retire-
ment or else, we would have to
stand in support of our fellow
workers whether or not
ESMA remains in effect. The
union will not let the UTC ha-
rass employees and snatch
their livelihood," said Chaud-
hary.

Haridwar Panchayat
polls debacle –
Pritam Singh questions missing
in-charge of U’khand Congress
PNS     DEHRADUN

The dismal performance of
the Congress supported

candidates in just concluded
three tier Panchayat elections
in Haridwar has again brought
the fissure lines in the party to
the fore. On Monday the sen-
ior leader of the party and for-
mer Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) president
Pritam Singh questioned the
prolonged absence of the in-
charge of the State Congress,
Devendra Yadav from Ut-
tarakhand. Interacting with
the media persons, the former
PCC president who is also a
six time MLA said that the in-
charge is missing from the
scene. He said that it is a fact
that the Congress party lost
the Assembly elections but it
does not mean that we should
become disheartened. Singh
said that victory and loss are
the two sides of a coin. He said
that brainstorming sessions
involving senior leaders and
the candidates of the party in
Assembly polls should have
been held to find out reasons
for the defeat of the party but
it didn’t happen. Singh said
that the party didn’t fight the
Panchayat elections in Harid-
war in a united manner due to

which it performed dismally
in the polls. He added that
many leaders left the party be-
fore the elections but no effort
was made to persuade them or
listen to their grievances.

In the recently concluded
Panchayat elections the Con-
gress party performed poorly
with only five of its candidates
being able to register victory
out of 44 seats of district Pan-
chayat. The ruling BJP sup-
ported candidates won in 14
seats and its leadership was
able to lure 14 independents
and others to its side after
which the party is now com-
fortably placed to get its can-
didate elected to the

prestigious post of dis-
trict Panchayat president.
On Sunday the Congress
suffered a jolt when the
son and daughter of the
Bhagwanpur MLA
Mamta Rakesh joined the
BJP in presence of BJP
State president Mahendra
Bhatt, Haridwar MP
Ramesh Pokhariyal Nis-
hank and others.

The importance of
Haridwar for the Con-
gress party can be gauged

from the fact that in the recent
Assembly elections it was able
to secure victory in five out of
11 assembly seats in the dis-
trict. The ruling BJP which
romped home with a resound-
ing two third victory in the
Assembly election was able to
win only three seats while the
BSP candidates won from two
seats. After the Assembly elec-
tions the BJP’s organisation
geared up for the Panchayat
polls and its leadership was
able to lure a large number of
leaders from other parties into
its side. The Congress on the
other hand could not capi-
talise on its gains in the As-
sembly polls and lost badly to
BJP in Panchayat elections.

Minister launches Himalaya Darshan
helicopter service from Everest estate

Tourism minister Satpal
Maharaj formally inaugu-

rated the Himalaya Darshan
helicopter service from the
George Everest estate near
Mussoorie on Monday.

Speaking on the occa-
sion the minister said
that the State govern-
ment is consistently
moving ahead towards
developing tourism and
as part of such efforts
the Himalaya Darshan
service has been started.
He said that tourists will
be able to view the high
Himalayan peaks and
picturesque aspects of
Uttarakhand by helicop-
ter using this service. He
exhorted domestic and
foreign tourists to visit
Uttarakhand and enjoy
the Himalaya Darshan
helicopter service which
takes off from Everest
estate and lands back at
the same site. He said,
“This will provide em-
ployment to the locals
on the one hand while
on the other hand it will
increase the number of
tourist footfalls which in

turn will boost the local econ-
omy. The Tourism department
is also making a museum here
on the surveyor George Ever-
est which will be ready soon.
The statues of Indian cartog-
rapher Pandit Nain Singh

Rawat and Radhanath Sikdar
are also being installed here. A
whole chapter on their
achievements will be part of
the museum here to inform
the visitors about them.”

The minister further said
that various aero sports activ-
ities are also going to be
started at the Everest estate.
The department has signed a
contract with a noted com-
pany for the trials.

Police impose Rs 3.63
lakh fine for
irregularities in hotels
PNS     DEHRADUN

The police in association
with the tourism officer of

Dehradun district conducted
a checking campaign of hotels,
resorts and restaurants on

Monday and collected a fine of
Rs 3.63 lakh on finding several
irregularities in hotels. The
Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSP) Daleep Singh Kun-
war has ordered all the police
stations in-charge of the dis-
trict to take legal action
against all such businesses like
restaurants, hotels, hookah
bars and spa centres that do
not operate as per the law fol-
lowing the murder of Ankita
Bhandari who was allegedly

killed by the owner of the re-
sort where she worked as a re-
ceptionist. Following the
order, the joint team found ir-
regularities in the operation of

three hotels in the Prem Nagar
area on Monday. 

The police informed that a
fine of Rs 3,63,000 was im-
posed on the hotel operators
under the Uttarakhand
Tourism and Business Rules in
the court. The SSP said that
such inspections will be con-
ducted regularly across the
district on a daily basis to en-
sure all work in such places is
being done as per the law.  

CM meets victo-
rious Panchayat
candidates
PNS     DEHRADUN

After the victorious per-
formance of the Bharatiya

Janata Party in the Panchayat
elections which concluded re-
cently in Haridwar, chief min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami
met the victorious candidates
at the public meeting hall at
the CM residence here on
Monday. Congratulating them
he exhorted them to assist in

the development of the area.
He said that all will have to as-
sist in ensuring that all the
public welfare schemes of the
Central and State govern-
ments reach the common cit-
izens. A sincere effort has to
be made to meet the expecta-
tions of the public, he said.

The chief minister said that
the nation is progressing
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. He
said, “We have to focus on the

mantra of less talk and more
work. PM Modi’s popularity
has increased across the world
due to his love for the nation
and mentality of considering
all citizens of the nation as his
family. We too are all like one
family and have to work to-
gether for the progress of the
State. The Panchayat represen-
tatives are also responsible for

ensuring the execution of
public welfare schemes at the
rural level.”

BJP State president Mahen-
dra Bhatt, Panchayati Raj
minister Satpal Maharaj,
Haridwar MP and former CM
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’,
Rajya Sabha MP Naresh
Bansal and a number of block
Panchayat members were also
among those present on the
occasion.
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As in Gujarat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inau-

gurate a slew of developmental
projects in poll-bound
Himachal Pradesh including
an AIIMS at  Bilaspur, and par-
ticipate in the famous Kullu
Dussehra celebrations during
his visit to the State on
Wednesday.

Ahead of the visit BJP pres-
ident JP Nadda and Union
Minister Anurag Thakur visit-
ed the spot to oversee the prepa-
ration at Luhnu ground at
Bilaspur. Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat  would be electing new
assemblies by the year-end.

The Prime Minister has
also inaugurated  a number of
developmental projects in
Gujarat including a super spe-
cialty hospital. On September
29, he laid the foundation stone
and dedicated various projects
worth more than Rs 3,400 crore
in Surat, Gujarat.

Modi will inaugurate and
lay the foundation stone for
development projects worth
over Rs 3,650 crore and also
address a public meeting in
Himachal Pradesh, an official
statement said. It said Modi's
vision and commitment to
strengthening health services
across the country is being

showcased again with the inau-
guration of AIIMS, Bilaspur.

The Prime Minister had
laid the hospital's foundation
stone in October 2017 and it has
been established under the
Centre's Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana, the
statement said.

AIIMS, Bilaspur, con-
structed at a cost of more than
Rs 1,470 crore, is a state-of-the-
art hospital with 18 specialty
and 17 super-specialty depart-
ments, 18 modular operation
theatres and 750 beds, includ-
ing 64 ICU beds.

Spread over 247 acres, the
hospital is equipped with 24-
hour emergency and dialysis
facilities, modern diagnostic
machines such as ultrasonog-
raphy, CT scan and MRI among
others. It also has a Jan
Aushadhi Kendra and a 30-bed
AYUSH block. The hospital
has also set up a Centre for
Digital Health to provide health

services in tribal and inaccessi-
ble areas of the state, it said.

Specialist health services
will also be provided by the hos-
pital through health camps in
the inaccessible tribal and high
Himalayan regions such as
Kaza, Saluni, and Keylong. The
hospital will admit 100 students
for MBBS and 60 students for
nursing courses every year, it
added. Among other develop-
ment projects, the prime min-
ister will lay the foundation
stone for a 31-km-long project
for four laning of NH-105 from
Pinjore to Nalagarh, worth over
Rs 1,690 crore.

Modi will also lay the foun-
dation stone for Medical Device
Park at Nalagarh, which will be
built at a cost of around Rs 350
crore. Memorandums of
Understanding of more than Rs
800 crore have already been
signed for setting up industries
in this park, it said, adding the
project will significantly
enhance employment opportu-
nities in the region.

Noting that the
International Kullu Dussehra
Festival will be celebrated from
October 5 to 11 at Dhalpur
Ground in Kullu, the statement
said event is unique in sense that
it is the congregation of wor-
shippers of more than 300
deities of the valley.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will discuss the

entire spectrum of bilateral
ties with his New Zealand and
Australian counterparts during
his weeklong visit to the two
countries commencing
Wednesday.

Giving details of his sched-
ule, the ministry of external
affairs said here on Monday,
Jaishankar will hold talks with
New Zealand Foreign Affairs
Minister Nanaia Mahuta and
Australian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong.

In his first-ever visit to New
Zealand as a minister,
Jaishankar will join the island
country's Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern on Thursday to
felicitate members of the Indian
community for their excep-
tional achievements and con-
tributions.

Both leaders will release
India@75 postage stamps to
commemorate and showcase
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav in
New Zealand, the ministry
statement said.

Jaishankar will also launch
the book 'Modi@20: Dreams
Meet Delivery'. A book show-
casing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's special bond

with the Sikh community
'Heartfelt - The Legacy of Faith'
will also be released on the
occasion.

Jaishankar will also inter-
act with several other New
Zealand ministers, including
Priyanca Radhakrishnan,
Minister for Community and
Voluntary Sector, Diversity,
Inclusion and Ethnic
Communities, and Youth.
Radhakrishnan is the first per-
son of Indian origin to become
a minister in New Zealand.

Jaishankar will interact
with parliamentarians, mem-
bers of the business community
as well as Indian diaspora,
including students.  In
Wellington, Jaishankar will
inaugurate the newly con-

structed building of the High
Commission of India.

In Australia, the External
Affairs Minister will visit
Canberra and Sydney.
Jaishankar will hold the 13th
Foreign Ministers' Framework
Dialogue with his Australian
counterpart Penny Wong.

He will also meet Deputy
Prime Minister and Defence
Minister Richard Marles and
have interactions with the
Australian Navy, the media
and think tanks, including the
Lowy Institute in Sydney. 

This will be Jaishankar's
second visit to Australia this
year. He had visited the coun-
try in February to attend the
Quad Foreign Ministers'
Meeting in Melbourne.
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The Centre on Monday
asked the Punjab

Government to chalk out a
comprehensive action plan at
the micro level for effective
control of paddy stubble burn-
ing during the ensuing season. 

Abhilaksh Likhi,
Additional Secretary in the
Union Agriculture Ministry,
told state officials to chalk out
a detailed plan while attending
a farm demonstration on Crop
Residue Management (CRM)
at Rangian village in Kharar
tehsil of SAS Nagar district in
Punjab.

“The states were also told
to establish a mechanism to
ensure effective utilisation of
machines, promote the use of
bio-decomposer in a comple-
mentary mode with the CRM
machines, and promote ex-
situ utilisation of straw by way
of mapping demand from
adjoining industries like bio-
mass-based power plants, etc.
...If all the actions are taken at
the State level in a holistic man-
ner, stubble burning can be
effectively controlled during

the coming season," Likhi said.
Dr Likhi further stated that the
objectives of the Crop Residue
Management Scheme to check
air pollution caused by residue
burning. The residues burning
also impact the soil fertility. He
urged farmers to use crop
residue management scheme
for better future. 

To promote the use of bio-
decomposer technology, the
Centre has revised the opera-
tional guidelines of the CRM
scheme in August 2022 and
provisions have been made for
conducting large-scale demon-
strations of bio-decomposer
on farmers' fields by way of
utilising flexi-funds under the

scheme. 
To support the efforts of

the Governments of Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Delhi to address air pollution
caused due to stubble burning
and to subsidize machinery
required for management of
crop residue, a Central Sector
Scheme on Crop Residue
Management has been intro-
duced in 2018-19.  

Under this scheme, finan-
cial assistance @ 50per cent is
provided to the farmers for
purchase of crop residue man-
agement machinery and @
80per cent  is provided to
Coop. Societies, FPOs and
Panchayats for establishment of

Custom Hiring Centres.  The
Scheme promote the usage of
machines such as Super Straw
Management Systems, Happy
Seeder, Super Seeder, Smart
Seeder, zero till seed cum fer-
tilizer drill, Mulcher, Paddy
Straw Chopper, hydraulically
reversible mould board plough,
Crop reapers and Reaper
binders for in-situ manage-
ment of crop residue and Balers
& Rakes which are used for
straw collection in the form of
bales for other ex-situ uses of
straw. 

During the period from
2018-19 to 2021-22, �2440.07
crores (Punjab – �1147.62
crores, Haryana – �693.25
crores, Uttar Pradesh – �533.67
crores, NCT of Delhi – �4.52
Crores and ICAR– �61.01
crores) have been released.  

During the current year, so
far, an amount of �240.00
crores, �191.53 crores, � 154.29
crores and �14.18 crores have
already been released to the
State of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and ICAR, respec-
tively.

During the last four years,
the states have distributed more
than 2.07 lakh machines to the
individual farmers and to more
than 38000 CHCs in these 4
States, which also include more
than 3243 Balers & Rakes
which are used for ex-situ col-
lection of straw.  
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For the second time in the
last few months, the Central

Public Works Department
(CPWD) on Monday cancelled
pre-qualification bids for the
construction of the Rs 360-
crore new residence for the
Prime Minister citing “admin-
istrative reasons”.

The new PM residence
will be constructed as part of
the Central Vista redevelop-
ment project adjacent to the
Rashtrapati Bhawan and South

Block. The bid was floated on
October 1. An official said
that the agency would soon call
for pre-qualification bids again.
According to the bid docu-
ments that were cancelled, the
PM’s residence would come up
adjacent to Rashtrapati Bhawan
and South Block and opposite
to DRDO building in Blocks A
& B, Dara Shikoh Road.

It stated that the CPWD
had estimated the project (con-
struction and maintenance for
five years) to cost Rs 360 crore
and take 21 months to com-

plete. On July 18, the CPWD,
which comes under the Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
Ministry, had first floated the
pre-qualification bid, but had
withdrawn it on July 22 citing
"administrative reasons". The
redevelopment project of the
Central Vista — the nation's
power corridor — envisages
new triangular Parliament
building, a common central
secretariat, new PM’s residence
and prime minister's office,
and new vice-president's
enclave, among others.

New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has carried
out a search operation and
froze the account balance of Rs
5.59 crore of one Aamir Khan
and his accomplices under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
connection with an investiga-
tion relating to the mobile
gaming app E-nuggets.

So far, an amount of Rs
36.96 crore has been frozen in
this case. 

The instant case was regis-
tered on the basis of an FIR
dated February 15, 2021 filed
under various sections of IPC
by Park Street Police Station,
Kolkata Police, against Aamir
Khan and others, based on a
complaint filed by Federal
Bank authorities.

Accused Aamir Khan, who
is in police custody now,
launched a mobile gaming
application namely E-Nuggets,
which was designed for the
purpose of defrauding the pub-
lic. It was revealed during
investigation that multiple
accounts (more than 300) were
used to launder the money. 

On the basis of informa-
tion available, the amount of Rs
5.59 crore lying in balance in
the said related bank accounts
has been frozen. 
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Appointment on compas-
sionate ground is a con-

cession, not a right and the
object of granting such employ-
ment is to enable the affected
family to tide over a sudden cri-
sis, the Supreme Court has said.

The apex court last week
set aside the judgement of a
division Bench of the Kerala
High Court, which confirmed
the verdict of a single judge
directing the Fertilisers and
Chemicals Travancore Ltd and
others to consider the case of
a woman for appointment on
compassionate ground. 

A Bench of Justices MR
Shah and Krishna Murari
noted that the father of the
woman was employed with

Fertilisers and Chemicals
Travancore Ltd and died while
on duty in April 1995. 

At the time of his death, it
noted, his wife was serving and
therefore not eligible for
appointment on compassionate
ground. "After a period of 24
years from the death of the
deceased employee, the respon-
dent shall not be entitled to the
appointment on compassionate
ground," the Bench said. 

According to the law laid
down by the apex court on
appointment on compassionate
ground, equal opportunity for
all Government vacancies
should be provided to all aspi-
rants as mandated under
Articles 14 and 16 of the
Constitution.

Article 14 of the
Constitution deals with equal-
ity before law and Article 16
with equality of opportunity in
matters of public employment. 

"However, appointment on
compassionate ground offered
to a dependent of a deceased
employee is an exception to the
said norms. The compassion-
ate ground is a concession and
not a right," the Bench said in
its judgment delivered on
September 30. 

The apex court noted that
when the employee had died in
1995, his daughter was a minor.
On attaining the age of major-

ity, she made an application for
appointment on compassionate
ground. It also noted that after
a period of around 14 years
after his death, his daughter
had submitted an application
for appointment on compas-
sionate ground.  Referring to
previous judgements of the

top court, the Bench said as per
the law laid down, compas-
sionate appointment is an
exception to the general rule of
appointment in the public ser-
vices and is in favour of depen-
dents of a person dying in har-
ness and leaving his family in
penury and without any means

of livelihood. 
In such cases, out of pure

humanitarian consideration, a
provision is made in the rules
to provide gainful employment
to one of the dependents of the
deceased who may be eligible
for such employment, the court
said.

New Delhi: A Delhi court has
dismissed the statutory bail
plea of former Dewan Housing
Finance Corporation Limited
(DHFL) promoters, Kapil
Wadhawan and his brother
Dheeraj, arrested by the CBI in
connection with a multi-crore
bank loan scam case.    

The accused had claimed
before the court that since the
CBI failed to file the charge
-sheet against them within the
mandatory 60-day period from
their arrest, they had “indefea-
sible right” to statutory bail,
also known as default bail, in
the matter. The two accused
were arrested in the present FIR
on July 19.  Special Judge
Vishal Gogne, however, said
the filing of the present charge

-sheet in the investigation shall
rather be governed by Section
167(2)(a)(i) CrPC, which pro-
vides for a maximum period of
90 days.  The judge noted that
the accused were also charged
with section 409 (criminal
breach of trust by public ser-
vant, or by banker, merchant or
agent) for which the maximum
punishment was life imprison-
ment, “which brings the peri-
od of completion of investiga-
tion within the purview of
Section 167(2)(a)(i) CrPC i.E.
90 days.” 

“Since the period of 90
days has not yet expired in the
present investigation, which
also relates to Section 409 IPC,
applicants Kapil Wadhawan
and Dheeraj Wadhawan are not

entitled to statutory bail under
Section 167(2) CrPC. Both
applications are dismissed,” the
court said in an order passed
on September 30. 

According to the FIR
based on a complaint made by
Union Bank of India, DHFL,
Kapil Wadhawan, the then
CMD, Dheeraj Wadhwan, the
then Director, and other
accused persons allegedly
entered into a criminal con-
spiracy to cheat the consortium
of 17 banks led by Union Bank
of India and in pursuance of
the said criminal conspiracy
the said accused Kapil
Wadhwan and others induced
the consortium banks to sanc-
tion huge loans aggregating to
Rs 42,871.42 crore. 
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Rotary International, a non-
profit global organization,

has expressed concerned over
the reemergence of polio in
neighbouring countries in
recent months with over 27
incidents of wild poliovirus
being reported from different
parts of the world including
Afghanistan (2), Pakistan (19)
and Mozambique (6).

“The detection of
poliovirus, and even cases of
Polio, in places where it hasn’t
been found for years has

demonstrated once again that
eradicating a human disease
isn’t easy, especially in the final
stages,” said Deepak Kapur,
Chairman, Rotary
International’s National
PolioPlus Committee.

“The re-emergence of polio
in these places highlights the
importance of vaccination as
the only form of protection
against Polio and many other
diseases. It draws attention to
the work needed to encourage
people to get vaccinated at a
time when vaccination rates are
dropping in some communi-
ties,” said Kapur at a cycle

rally held here to commemo-
rate Mahatma Gandhi’s
anniversary.

It’s been over a decade
since the last case was detect-
ed in 2011 and 8 years to
India being declared Polio-
free by  the WHO in 2014.

Satish Upadhaya, Vice
Chairman, North Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(NDMC), said, “With knowl-
edge about the disease, the
ostracization of patients will
end, allowing them to live a life
of dignity and security.”

Among those who partic-
ipated in the event included

Himanshu Gupta, Director of
Education, Delhi, Dr Ritu
Choudhary, State Leprosy
Officer, Padma Srinivasan,
Principal, Delhi Public School
RK Puram, Dr. N
Subramanian, District Advisor
Leprosy, District Advisor Polio
along with representatives from
LEPRA and ACRE.
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For every 10
microgram/metre cube

increase in ambient pollutant
PM2.5 exposure, the average
anaemia prevalence among
women increases by 7.23 per
cent. PM 2.5 pollution are
tiny air particles that are haz-
ardous to human health.

On the contrary,  says a
study as it linked specific
PM2.5 pollution to the com-
mon blood disorder, if India
meets its recent clean-air tar-
gets, anaemia prevalence
among women with repro-
ductive age will fall from 53 per
cent to 39.5 per cent, taking
186 districts below the nation-
al target of 35 per cent. The

study findings “Reducing the
burden of anaemia in Indian
women of reproductive age
with clean-air targets” are pub-
lished in journal Nature
Sustainability Ironically, India
has one of the highest, ie 53 per
cent, global prevalence of
anaemia among women of
reproductive age. 

The NFHS-5 findings too
reveal that the prevalence of
anaemia has increased among
children, women of all age
groups including pregnant
women, and men. This
increase in prevalence was
observed in almost all the
states barring a few exceptions.  

Even as the Government is
finding reasons to cut down
anemia prevalence, the study

by the researchers shows that
long-term exposure to ambient
fine particulate matter
(PM2.5), a type of air pollu-
tion, may increase the preva-
lence of anaemia through sys-

temic inflammation. The
researchers used a linear mixed
model adjusted for potential
confounding factors, showing
that for every 10?μg?m-3
increase in ambient PM2.5

exposure, the average anaemia
prevalence among Indian
women of reproductive age
increases by 7.23 per cent.
Among PM2.5 species, sulfate
and black carbon are more

associated with anaemia than
organics and dust. Among sec-
toral contributors, industry
was the greatest, followed by
the unorganized, domestic,
power, road dust, agricultural
waste burning and transport
sectors.

“Our results suggest that
the transition to clean energy
would accelerate India’s
progress towards the ‘anaemia-
free’ mission target,” said the
scientists led by the Indian
Institute of Technology-Delhi,
who used multiple datasets,
including NFHS and satellite
data to link pollution and
health. Thus, ambient air pol-
lution, which is known to
cause not only substantial mor-
bidity and mortality globally

but also adverse health out-
comes, including cardiovas-
cular and respiratory disease,
diabetes and low birth weight,
is now known to cause anemia
also. The researchers included
Ekta Chaudhary, Sagnik Dey,
Santu Ghosh and, Srishti Jain
(All from IIT-Delhi) and
Anura V Kurpad( both from
St. John’s Medical College,
Bengaluru), Sumit Sharma,
Nimish Singh, Shivang
Agarwal (All from TERI,
Delhi) Kushal Tibrewal and
Chandra Venkataraman ((IIT-
Mumbai), Aaron J.
Cohen(Health Effects Institute,
USA and Shuxiao Wang
(School of Environment,
Tsinghua University, Beijing,
China).
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NEW DELHI: Rotary
International has flagged ris-
ing incidents of leprosy with at
least 1,27,558 new cases in
2020-21 across the world, of
which India accounts for
approximately 60 percent. It
said the Government must
utlize infrastructure and learn-
ings from Polio for control and
elimination of the Hensen’s
Disease. Leprosy is curable
and becomes non-communi-
cable with just a few doses of
MDT. PNS 
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Bypolls to seven vacant
Assembly seats spread

across six States will be held on
November 3, the Election
Commission announced on
Monday.

Bypolls will be held on two
seats — Mokama and
Gopalganj — of Bihar ,
Andheri (East) of Maharashtra,
Adampur of Haryana,
Munugode of Telangana, Gola
Gorakhnath of Uttar Pradesh,
and Dhamnagar of Odisha, it
said. 

The counting of votes will

take place on November 6, the
poll panel said in a statement.

The notification for the
bypolls will be issued on
October 7.

The Andheri (East), Gola
Gorakhnath, Gopalganj and
Dhamnagar seats fell vacant
following the demise of their
respective MLAs.

The Mokama seat fell
vacant after the sitting MLA
was disqualified upon convic-
tion in a case. The Adampur
assembly byelection was neces-
sitated following the resigna-
tion of Kuldeep Bishnoi as a
Congress MLA. 
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on
Monday visited the

Chamundeshwari temple atop
Chamundi hills here on the third day
of the party’s Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Karnataka.

Gandhi was accompanied by sup-
porters and party leaders as he visit-
ed the shrine.

Goddess Chamundeshwari is the
tutelary deity of the Mysuru royalty
and the presiding deity of Mysuru for
several centuries.

In a tweet in Hindi after visiting
the temple, Gandhi said, "Religious
harmony is the foundation of India’s
peaceful and progressive future".

Gandhi started the 26th day of his
yatra at the crack of dawn, and
walked through the streets of the old
town which is decked up for the 10-
day Dasara celebrations. 

People lined up on both sides of
the road to welcome Gandhi and
chanted slogans hailing the Congress
leader, who has so far walked 62 km
in Karnataka and 532 km in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala legs of the yatra.

In Mysuru, the yatra moved in the
form of a procession amid beating of
drums and performances by artistes
dressed in traditional attire to match
the town’s festive spirit.

Gandhi had on Sunday night

addressed a public gathering here
amid torrential rain, and continued his
speech even while he was drenched. 

While the former Congress pres-
ident declared his resolve to unite
India through his journey, Congress
general secretary Jairam Ramesh on
Monday hailed the Wayanad MP’s
rain-soaked moment in Mysuru as
"the defining moment of the yatra." 

After walking 22 km through
Mysuru, Gandhi entered Mandya
district in which the historic
Srirangapatna town where Tipu Sultan
once ruled is located.

Tipu Sultan’s mausoleum is locat-
ed in this city. 

Congress on Monday took a dig
at the RSS voicing concern over
inequality, unemployment and pover-

ty and credited it to the impact of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra spearheaded by
Rahul Gandhi.

"Look at the impact of Bharat Jodo
Yatra. Even those who break the
country and spread poison in the soci-
ety are raising the issues of poverty,
unemployment and inequality," AICC
General Secretary Jairam Ramesh
said on Twitter.

He was referring to the remarks
of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) General Secretary Dattatreya
Hosabale at a seminar on the need to
address the challenges posed by
poverty, income inequality and unem-
ployment in the country.

However, Hosabale had blamed
the "faulty’ economic policies of the
earlier governments for the "ills" in the
economy. 

Former Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Digvijaya Singh also said that
the impact of the yatra was visible on
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat and
Hosabale.

"What was the impact of Bharat
Jodo Yatra under the leadership of
Rahul Gandhi? Ramdev started prais-
ing the Nehru-Gandhi family, Mohan
Bhagwat started visiting masjid and
madrassas. 

"’RSS General Secretary
Dattatraya Hosabale ji started worry-
ing about the increasing poverty in the
country, the growing gap between the
rich and the poor and unemploy-
ment," Singh said on Twitter.

Last month, Bhagwat, along with
senior Sangh functionaries, met Umer
Ahmed Ilyasi, the chief of All India
Imam Organisation, at a mosque

here, taking forward his outreach to
the Muslim community. 

Singh said not even a month has
passed since the launch of the yatra
and the BJP and Sangh Parivar have
already started worrying about pover-
ty, unemployment and inflation in the
country.

"Dattatreya ji, understand this…
it is due to the policies of Modi ji the
wealth of 100 big families of the coun-
try is increasing and the income of the
poor and middle-class families of the
country is decreasing," Singh said.

Congress functionary Pawan
Khera also took a dig at Hosabale’s
remarks on poverty, unemployment
and inflation at a seminar organised
by the Swadeshi Jagran Manch.

"I have heard that the clouds of
worry have started gathering over
Nagpur. Now even Hosabale ji has
started seeing the unemployed," said
Khera, the Chairman of AICC’s Media
and Publicity Department. 

To join the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
Congress president Sonia Gandhi
arrived Mysuru on Monday afternoon.

She will participate in the Yatra on
Thursday morning when it resumes
after a two day break.

Sonia Gandhi had not cam-
paigned for the party during elections
in the recent past due to health rea-
sons. 

It will be after a long time that
Gandhi will participate in the party’s
public event where a large number of
Congress workers are participating. 

The Bharat Jodo Yatra entered the
26th day of its almost five month jour-
ney from Kanyakumari to Kashmir.
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On the first anniversary of
Lakhimpur Kheri vio-

lence, the Congress on Monday
attacked the Modi government
over the continuation of Ajay
Misra ‘Teni’ as a Minister as it
cited the alleged involvement of
his son in mowing down of
farmers protesting against the
three farm laws that have now
been repealed.

"Nothing can be more
insulting that the farmers agi-
tating against the black laws
were deliberately killed while
the culprit remains a member
of the Union council of minis-
ters," Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh told
reporters. 

There was clear evidence
that the minister’s son was
involved in the killing, he
alleged.

Misra’s son Ashish Misra
was arrested in the case after
four farmers were crushed
under the wheels of a convoy
of cars and four others, includ-
ing two BJP workers, were
killed in apparently retaliatory
violence.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Ramesh also hailed Rahul
Gandhi’s address to people in
Karnataka while heavy rains
drenched him as a "defining"
moment during the Congress’
ongoing Bharat Jodo Yatra. 

It was a historic day and
shows people’s support to the
yatra, he said. The more
Gandhi and people are praised
for this, the less it will be, he
claimed. Congress delegates
who are part of the foot march
may vote in the election for the
party president through postal

ballots, he said, adding there is
also a possibility that they can
come down to Bengaluru to
vote on October 17. The yatra
will be passing through
Karnataka around that time. 

Ramesh claimed that pop-
ular support to the yatra has
rattled the BJP and slammed
the Enforcement Directorate’s
summons to Karnataka
Congress president D K
Shivakumar in the National
Herald case as continuation of
the government’s "vendetta pol-
itics". 
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Meghalaya Governor Satya
Pal Malik strongly tar-

geted the Central Government
in the Kisan Panchayat held in
Gonda’s Bhyamal Kheda. He
said that there is a conspiracy
to destroy the farmers in Delhi.
If the agricultural laws had
been enforced, the lands of the
farmers would have gone. The
eyes of the Government are on
our stomach, land and employ-
ment. The Government, which
sent condolences on the death
of the bitch, remained silent on
the death of 700 farmers.

Satya Pal Malik called upon
the farmers that the battle
would have to be fought again.
Wherever you need me, I will
come to join you in the battle
and sit with you .  This time the
battle will be one-way. If you
miss, you will keep asking for
the rest of your life. He said that
during the farmers’ agitation in
the last days, I went to meet the
Prime Minister keeping my
resignation in my pocket. I said
sir it has been 11 months,

none of your men are talking.
You don’t know them, they will
go when you leave. But then the
Prime Minister did not pay
heed to me. Malik also took a
dig at Adani and Ambani.

Referring to Baba Amani,
Charan Singh, Chhotu Ram, he
said that Chaudhary Chhotu
Ram had left the battle of MSP.
He did not obey the orders of
the Viceroy. Today the Viceroy
is fixing the price of farmers’
crops. Every year the farmer of
India are getting poorer.
Farmers are being ruined in
such a way that they are not
even aware.

Regarding his tenure as
Governor of Bihar, J&K, Goa,
he said that when he opposed
corruption, then he was
removed. He said that he
informed the Prime Minister
about the corruption happen-
ing in Goa, but the Prime
Minister supported corrup-
tion, not me. 

Satya Pal Malik asked the
farmers to pay special attention
to education, especially the
education of daughters. 

0�����	
��
��0���	��
�������	���
	��	�!�
�
��/�5�
�

��#�

����� ����

Amourning Kerala led by
Chief Minister Pinarayi

Vijayan bade a tearful farewell
to Kodiyeri Balakrishnnan, the
former CPI(M) State Secretary
and former Home Minister of
the State who succumbed to
cancer in a Chennai hospital
last Saturday. Balakrishnan
whose name was synonymous
with Kodiyeri, his native village
by the same name, was cre-
mated at Payyambalam abut-
ting the Arabian Sea with full
State honours on Monday. An
unprecedented crowd had
gathered at Thalassery and
Payyambalam to pay homage
to the departed leader.

In a hitherto unseen chap-
ter of Kerala’s political history,
Chief Minister Vijayan,
CPI(M)’s all India secretary
Sitaram Yechury and former
party boss Prakash Karat acted
as pall bearers while the mor-
tal remains were carried from
the ambulance to the funeral
pyre.

Bineesh and Binoy, the two

sons of Balakrishnan lit the
funeral pyre amidst  slogan
shouting by thousands of party
cadres who chanted the
Malayalam equivalent of
“Comrade Kodiyeri is immor-
tal, Kodiyeri had not died and
He will live through us”.

Heart rending scenes were
in display throughout the last
journey of Balakrishnan as P K
Sreemathi, former minister of

health too joined the pall bear-
ers. Sreemathi was seen sob-
bing uncontrollably since
Sunday when the body was
brought from Chennai by air
ambulance to Kannur.

The Kodiyeri family
including Vinodini
Balakrishnan, the sons, their
spouses and grandchildren
were in attendance throughput
the function. 
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True, if the worship of the
Mother Goddess Durga

has witnessed any metamor-
phosis since the Pujas were
made Baroari (a term that has
itsorigin in Barah Yaari) or a
public affair — many hundred
years ago — then it has been
through the emergence of
Themes.

Themes largely depicting
Durga Puja in reference to the
contemporary period have
come to stay in Kolkata though
the traditional Durga Pujas
too have been pulling crowds
in large numbers this year
round.

In a year when UNESCO
has inscribed the Durga Puja
on its intangible heritage list the
Puja organisers seem to have
been using Themes more
extravagantly than ever before.

Welcome to Kabiraj Bagan
Sarbojanin Durga Puja

Committee in North Kolkata
where they have recreated the
replica of KK in action at
Nazrul Manch where he per-
formed the final show of his
life. KK is indeed The Theme
of the marquees here.

“Gurudas college for which
KK sir had come to perform is
here in ourward … so we
thought that it would be best to
remember the great artiste
right under the feet of Durga
Maa … this is to tell him that
we love him and will continue
to do so till we meet him up
there in the heavens,” said a
Puja organiser. Here they have
recreated the replica of Nazrul
Manch with KK performing
live in front of a large crowd
before succumbing to a massive
heart attack hours later. The
singer’s cut-outs make the KK
show come alive once again.
“Tell the detractors of Kolkata
that we know how to honour
our greats,” said oneof the

organisers.
Cut to Kashi Bose Lane

where a woman artiste Aditi
Chakrabarty has created the
theme of the marquees. The
melodic motif here has been-
termed Maati or the earth.
Said Somen Dutta, general sec-
retary of the committee,
“Mother Earth is embedded in
our existence and it is where we
go back to after death. It also
signifies creation as trees and-
plants grow on earth.”

Down South at Tridhara
Sanmilani the organisers have
made a superb artistic depic-
tion of Daur (Run) as their
theme through chains, amulti-
tude of ladders, cycle handles,
car steering and statuette
toshow how the mankind right
from womb to grave are
engaged in the mighty Run to
achieve their respective goals be
it mundane, be it divine. In the
process they are all rendered
puppets in the hands of

Mahakaal or the Great Time.
“Like puppets are devoid of

self conceit … those involved
in the Run are expected to dis-
solve their egotism … this is
why the Asura(demon),
Mahisha (buffalo) or the Lion
here have been depicted in a
humble mood with no anger or
pride … they are all under the
feet of the Mother residing in
peace,” says Gauranga Quilla
the artiste.

The exquisitely designed
marquees and the sparkling
presence of theMother seem to
have driven people mad this
year. And with the pandal hop-
pers ready to compensate for
the two-year loss that they
suffered “Corona Asura” invad-
ed the earth the Kolkata streets
are witnessing overwhelming
rush: 24x7 . “It could well be
beyond 45-50lakh people on
the road anytime,” said a senior
police officer.

Cut back to North again

where Sreebhumi Sporting
Club patroned by State
Minister Sujit Bose have con-
structed a Vatican City in a
matterof a month. Completely
identical to the original one
that would make even the Pope
thinking of changing his resi-
dence. “We sent a team of our
workers to Rome from where
they imported the idea in
minutest ofdetails,” says the
Minister. Sreebhumi like all
other years have beendrawing
lakhs of visitors.

At Haridevpur Adarsha
Samiti in South Kolkata the
organisers have recreated the
5,500-year-old Indus Valley
civilization with the GreatBath,
paved brick roads and the
Granary — all with sand. “But
herewe have tried to go beyond
the ruins of the civilization …
we have recreated the era in its
full bloom  … and the people
are liking it,” says Rangajit Roy
and organiser.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Monday said it has attached
assets on money laundering
charges worth �7.33 crore of a
former Income Tax
Department officer Andasu
Ravinder who was compulso-
rily retired by the Union

Government a few years back
on charges of corruption.

Five immovable proper-
ties of Andasu Ravinder have
been provisionally frozen as per
an order issued under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) on
September 30.

Ravinder, an Indian
Revenue Service (IRS) officer
of the 1991 batch, last served as
an Additional Director of the
Income Tax (I-T) department
in Chennai.

He was arrested by the
CBI in August, 2011, when an
alleged bribe amount of �50

lakh was being delivered at his
residence.

Ravinder was compulsori-
ly retired from service, along
with a number of other I-T
department officers, on charges
of corruption by the Union

finance ministry in 2019 under
Section 56 J of Central Civil
Services Conduct Rules.

The money laundering
case was filed against the offi-
cer on the basis of a CBI FIR
against him which which
claimed that "during the check
period from 01.01.2005 to
29.08.2011 disproportionate
assets (DA) of more than � 2.32
crore was generated by the
former I-T department officer
and his wife Kavitha Andasu."

The CBI had said the DA
of the couple was 171.41 per
cent more than their known
sources of income.
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A50-year-old man playing
the role of Lord Hanuman

in a Ramlila died on stage dur-
ing his performance in
Salempur village of Fatehpur
district. The incident happened
on Saturday night when Ram
Swaroop, who was dressed as
Lord Hanuman, suffered a
heart attack after his tail caught
fire. “During Ramlila’s presen-
tation, soon after the tail of
Hanuman was set afire, Ram
Swaroop, who was playing the
character, slumped to the

ground and died within a
minute. He was taken to the
hospital where he was pro-
nounced dead," an official said.

According to reports, Ram
Swaroop’s wife Anusuiya and
other family members were
present when the incident took
place. "He is survived by his
wife and two-year-old daugh-
ter, Roopa," officials said.

Village head Gulab said
Ram Swaroop used to ferry a
cart to make his living.

The family performed the
last rites of the body on Sunday
evening without informing the

police. Station House Officer of
Dhata, Praveen Kumar, said the
incident had come to his notice
and a police team would visit
the village to investigate the
incident.

In yet another similar inci-
dent in Mainpuri, a young
man, Ravi Sharma, was playing
the role of Lord Hanuman in a
play staged on the occasion of
Ganesh Chaturthi a few days
back. He was seen dancing on
the stage during his act when
he suddenly slumped on the
ground and later died in the
hospital.

Palghar: A 35-year-old man
died while dancing at a garba
event in Virar town of
Maharashtra’s Palghar district,
police said on Monday.

Manish Narapji Sonigra
collapsed while dancing at the
garba event. He was rushed to
a hospital and  was declared
dead. Unhinged by the news,
the man’s father also collapsed
and died on the spot. PTI
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Sir —  Basking in the glory of their wins,
some political leaders take in stride the
popularity coming their way, thanks to
their conceit consequent upon their 
stories of success, and so they develop an
addiction for targeting their political
adversaries. That AAP is known for
keeping its election promises 
notwithstanding, its leaders targeting
opponents has become a new normal
these days. Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal has
had such a record when he would take his
Congress opponent Delhi CM Sheila
Dikshit to task. Now he has outlandishly
stirred a controversy claiming an 
IB report has predicted his party's win 
in Gujarat Assembly elections.

He, however, has not condescended to 
disclose the source of the findings, if at all,
of the report which is really unnerving and
being seen as a bid to score brownie points
that should be beneath his dignity. The
Intelligence Bureau is neither a Ministry
nor a department having any political
leaning but an independent intelligence
agency, having no website to post its 
documents on. In these acrimonious
times, it is incumbent upon our leaders
to steer clear of any uncalled for 
controversy.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur

�����������������������	���
Sir —  In a big boost to the IAF’s combat
prowess, light combat helicopter (LCH)
‘Prachand’ has been inducted into service
at the Jodhpur airbase. For a long time,
there was a need for attack helicopters and
during the 1999 Kargil war, its need was
felt seriously. The LCH is a result of 
two-decade research and development.
And its induction into the IAF is an
important milestone in defence 
production. LCH is capable of dodging the
enemy, carrying a variety of ammunition
and delivering it to the site quickly, 
perfect in meeting the needs of our

armed forces in various terrains and it is
an ideal platform for both our Army and
Air Force. 

Add to this, the LCH is a dedicated 
combat helicopter designed and developed
indigenously in India. It is touted to be the
only attack helicopter in the world that 
can land and take off at an altitude of 
5,000 metres (16400 ft) with a 
considerable load of weapons and fuel,
meeting the specific requirements of the
IAF. Also, the helicopter is equipped with
the requisite agility, manoeuvrability,
extended range, high-altitude 
performance and around-the-clock, 
all-weather combat capability.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

���	����������������	��
Sir — The stampede at the Kanjuruhan
football stadium at Malang, East Java in
Indonesia, which killed at least 125 
people and injured more than 320, was ‘an
accident waiting to happen’. They say that
creaky facilities at the stadium, archaic
policing and fan violence have all 
combined to produce one of the 

worst-ever tragedies inside a stadium in
the history of Indonesian football, and the
third-most deadly such events in a 
soccer game anywhere in the world.
(‘125 die as tear gas sets off rush at soccer
match’, Oct. 3).

Supporting football clubs is a way of
life in Indonesia. But over the years, the 
country has also become one of the most
violent places to watch the game, with
around 80 deaths taking place in football
stadiums. Indonesian football has also
been afflicted with trouble on the 
international stage. Proudly enough,
Indonesia was the first team ever to 
represent the Asian continent in a soccer
world cup in 1938.  But despite having 
an unflinching passion for the sport, 
the country has never returned to 
the global stage due to years of corruption,
violence and mismanagement eating 
into the game.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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SOUNDBITE

being thrown out 
of the first class train com-
partment despite having a
valid ticket simply because of
his color, and subsequent
human thrashing in a horse-
drawn carriage again because
of the policy of apartheid,
hurt him immensely. Anyone
who reads his description of
these two in the autobiogra-
phy would be rattled beyond
words. When he was being
slapped by a white man in the
horse carriage, there were
some Englishmen who
protested and mentioned that
as he had the ticket, he should
be allowed to retain his seat,
but that was of no avail.

He could discover posi-
tivity even during that
episode! For a person who
trusted in growing up, there
was a realization: not all
white men are inhuman, and
not all of them support color 
prejudice. Expand it: in every
caste, color creed, and 
religion, not all persons are
the same! 

Even before alighting
from the ship for the first
time on the shores of South
Africa, he had witnessed how
Dada Abdullah was being
humiliated when had gone to
receive him. The young
Barrister, not yet familiar
with all that sprung out of
color prejudice, was upset,
'why Dada Abdullah' was

suffering all that! It was only
after the subsequent 
personal agonies he suffered,
a fresh realization dawned
upon him, and that 
expanded his horizons
beyond self or individual 
sufferings. 

What if I get one or two
persons punished for the
pain and insult inflicted upon
me? Generations have 
suffered for no fault of theirs;
they were forced to lead a
sub-human life, for no fault
of theirs! Why should I not
fight against the widespread
inhuman malice? And his
entire struggle - and stay in
South Africa - was a conse-
quence of the thought
process that emanated from
these tragic experiences. An
American Dr. Mote once
asked Gandhi Ji: "What was
the most creative incident in
your life?" To this Gandhi Ji
replied that there were 
several that he could recall as
the most significant creative
incidents in his life. 

However, the most 
creative one was 
the throwing out of the 
railway compartment at
Pietermaritzburg! It was at
Pietermaritzburg Mohandas
Gandhi realized "any indi
vidual who lies or is unjust is
most scared of his lie or
injustice being found out"!
And from the womb of fear,

cruelty is born! The seeds of
the first principle of
Satyagrah were born here:
The malice; he realized; is
deep and such a person is
indeed 'diseased'! 

So, this person must be
treated with care, treated on
a human level, and cured!
Why have any prejudices
towards him? Maybe the
seeds of his great conviction
'hate the sin, and not the 
sinner' were sown during
the churning of ideas at that
stage. Generations ahead
shall continue to study and
analyze Gandhi.

The two instances cited
above are often casually
recalled, but these probably
deserve a far deeper compre-
hension and conviction given
their strength and potential.
One could conclude with the
words of Narayan Desai: "It is
possible that if we want to
bring about social change by
the methods that Gandhi gave
us, it is a mental challenge. Let
us accept it." And this is not
a small challenge; it is the only
alternative in times of the
global realization that for the
survival of humanity and the
planet earth, we have to 'learn
to live together!

(Professor Rajput works
in education, social 

cohesion, and religious
amity. The views expressed

are personal)
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The life of MK Gandhi is
the unique saga of a 
person; pure in heart,
word, and deed, one

who was consistently, con-
sciously growing up. This
author of "My Experiments
with Truth' grew from 'truth to
truth' and, as was inevitable in
such a case, had no hesitation
in changing his views and com-
prehension based upon new
experiences and insights.

In the current national
political scenario, with elected
representatives and 'leaders'
changing sides and dumping
their so-called ideological com-
mitments without any hitch or
hesitation, it may be relevant to
point out how 'growing up has
been stunted in the absence of
a principled, value-based
approach to public service.
When one is committed to
truth, the contrast becomes
evident, so succinctly articulat-
ed by Gandhi Ji in the 'Harijan'
of April 29, 1933: "I am not at
all concerned to be consistent in
my search after truth. I have dis-
carded many ideas and learned
many new things. Old as I am in
age, I have no feeling that I may
cease to grow inwardly or that
my growth will stop at the dis-
solution of the flesh. What I am
concerned with is my readiness
to obey the call of truth, my God,
from moment to moment". This 
statement indicates the purity 
in thought and words, as also 
the transparency in approach
and action. Only such a 
person could proclaim 
unequivocally that 'my life is 
my message!

It may be worthwhile to
recall two of the initial impacts
young Barrister MK Gandhi
encountered on his arrival in
South Africa, one highly painful
and humiliating, and the other
so inspiring that it overhauled
his approach to life. Both of
these are well known, the first
being so traumatic and 
devastating that it could 
unsettle any mature person.

The other is uniquely 
transformative, inspiring enough
to change the very course of
Gandhi's life and living. His
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Lungs as we know are the
primary organs for respi-
ration. They work tire-

lessly to supply oxygen to the
body and expel carbon dioxide.
Breathing also assists in the
ability to speak and sing. Life
begins with the first breath and
ends with the last breath. It is
important for the functioning
of the body and all its organs
up to the minutest cellular
level. We breathe 10,000 liters
of air daily to have 350 liters of
oxygen. We can live without
food for three weeks, without
water for three days, but we
can’t live without oxygen for
more than three minutes. The
Covid-19 pandemic revealed
the importance of oxygen,
lungs and lung specialists.  The
respiratory system is continu-
ously affected by exposure to
various types of harmful agents

or pollutants present in the
environment. It is estimated
that at least two billion people
worldwide are exposed to toxic
fumes produced by the com-
bustion of biomass fuels. More
than seven billion people
breathe polluted air.

The respiratory system and
lungs are the most affected
human organs because of air
pollution. Some common
effects are cough, wheezing,
shortness of breath, asthma,
pneumonia and reduced lung
capacity in children, airway
obstruction, chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease
(COPD), lung cancer, and
many more.

Air pollution is now con-
sidered the world's biggest
environmental health threat,
causing seven million deaths
worldwide each year. Every

year 17 lakh people die in
India due to the air pollution.
Air pollution exacerbates 
asthma, lung cancer, other lung
diseases, while also aggravating
many ailments such as 
heart diseases.

Almost all Indians breathe
air that is in excess of World
Health Organization guide-
lines. Its 2021 Report highlights
that 11 of the 15 most pollut-
ed cities in Central and South
Asia were from India. Around
16.7 lakh deaths in India were
attributable to air pollution
accounting for 17·8 per cent of
the total deaths in the country
in 2019. This means, three
deaths per minute were attrib-
utable to air pollution in India.

Among risk factors for early
death globally after high blood
pressure, tobacco, and poor
diet in 2019, air pollution takes

the fourth spot. Globally,
around 40 per cent of deaths
from chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD), 30 per
cent of deaths from lower res-
piratory infections, and 19 per
cent of deaths from lung cancer
were attributable to air pollu-
tion. In India, lung diseases due
to air pollution lead to around
45 per cent of deaths and 40 per
cent of loss due to ill-health, dis-
ability, or early death.
Immediate and proper action is
needed to combat air pollution
and bring about change.

The impact of respiratory
diseases includes both 
chronic conditions like COPD
and acute illnesses like pneu-
monia or lower respiratory
tract infections. More than 2.5
million people died from 
pneumonia in 2019, making it
one of the most prevalent acute 

illnesses and causes of death in
the world. It is also the 
greatest cause of death for 
people over 65 and for children
under the age of five, who are
not newborns.

Additionally, SARS-CoV-2
mortality increased dramatical-
ly as a result of Covid-19 in
adults who had underlying
comorbidities, notably in those
who developed respiratory dis-
ease or pneumonia, killing
more than 6.3 million individ-
uals, mostly from respiratory
causes. In 2020, 1.5 million
people died from TB, making
it the most prevalent lethal
infectious disease after the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Worldwide, more than 10 mil-
lion individuals contracted TB,
while 2.6 million people were
affected in India. The onset of
chronic respiratory disease may

also be linked to such acute 
respiratory infections and other
genetic-environmental inter-
actions, with childhood illness
establishing a developmental
trajectory for poor health.
Globally, an estimated 544.9
million people suffered from a
chronic respiratory condition
in 2017. In the world, COPD
affects almost 200 million 
people, or four per cent of the
population, and kills 3.2 
million people annually, 
making it the third greatest
cause of mortality. Asthma
affects 350 million people
worldwide (35 million in India)
and is the most frequent chron-
ic disease in children.

Children are particularly
vulnerable because they are still
growing and their lungs, brains,
and immune systems are devel-
oping. Exposure to air pollu-

tion at a young age can hinder
lung growth, inhibit brain
development and increase the
risk of conditions such as asth-
ma. Asthmatic children's lungs
and airways become easily
inflamed, resulting in bother-
some daily symptoms that
interfere with play, sports,
school, and sleep.

LiFE (Life For
Environment) movement was
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on June 5,
2022. He said that LiFE’s vision
is to live a lifestyle that is in
tune with our planet and does
not harm it. Those who lead
such a life are known as "Pro-
Planet People." Mission LiFE
borrows from the past, operates
in the present, and looks for-
ward. Our lives are woven with
the concepts of reduce, reuse,
and recycle.
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(The author is Professor &
Head, Respiratory Medicine,

King George’s Medical
University, Lucknow)

3��8��3�!�

3�3��/�!���!&�$�*

*��		����������	��
���
����#	����������� 9-��&3�����&"/�/

���	
-�2�
3,=
����	

�2���2-	�
�2E	
C		�
-�2�	�

���	�
���E!/
2��
���C	��
���
���	�!
���	2�	
�
-�	
��-��	

2�
-�	
�	�-�	
�
D��D
-�

��	�
���	
-�2�
9/555
�	�
H����
��C�0
-�
�����-	

����
�	E	����	�-

�
��2

Even though the first Industrial
Training Institute (ITI) was estab-
lished in 1950 and around 10,000
ITIs were opened in the country

in the following seven decades, it took 72
years for the first-ever convocation of ITI
students. This fact is another example
which proves that in India, skilling has
been a neglected area for policymakers.

It was only in the eleventh five-year
plan that skill development got a chapter
for it. However, since then there had been
a steady increase in its importance and a
dramatic change happened when
Narendra Modi took charge of the coun-
try. Enhancing the employability of Indian
workers through world-class skill train-
ing has been a major thrust area in the past
eight years.

If we closely examine the Prime
Minister’s approach to skilling, three
major dimensions appear. One, bring skill
development to the centre of policy 
making. In 2014, a separate ministry to
look at skills came into existence and one
of the early flagship programmes of the 
government was ‘Skill India’. The efforts
paid off and nearly 5,000 new ITIs 
have been opened in the country and 
over four lakh seats have been added in
the last eight years.

Annually, more than one crore youth
has been joining and benefitting from the
‘Skill India’ programme, a Mission under
the Ministry to equip youth with skills for
better livelihood. More than 1.3 crore can-
didates have been trained under PMKVY,
and numbers will surely increase in the
future as the Centre is going to open more
than 5,000 new ‘Skill Hubs’ to promote
skill development in India.

Increasing the aspirational value of
skill development and its integration
with formal education has been the sec-
ond dimension of the Prime Minister’s
approach. It has been mentioned on
many occasions that knowledge must not
be limited to academic qualifications
only, skill to do something is equally
important and this skill must be treated
as equivalent to the other qualifications.
This idea is best spelt out in the National
Education Policy, which encourages expe-
rience-based learning.

The Prime Minister considers skill
development as the way to develop a
future-ready workforce and this brings us
to the third dimension of his approach, i.e.,
research to understand the changing
world of work and be proactive and agile
in formulating the policies and designing
the action. If we look at the recent
speeches of the Prime Minister, especial-
ly his address to the national labour con-
ference where he not only mentioned
Industry 4.0 and robotics but also under-
lined the change in the employment
relations like work from anywhere and
flexible working hours. He called these
changes opportunities for women’s labour
force participation and asked the labour
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(The author is
Chairman, Dattopant

Thengadi National
Board of Workers

Education and
Development)

ministry which is preparing its
vision for 2047 in ‘Amrit Kaal’ to
think in the direction of what can
be done for women in the newly
emerging sectors in the country.

When we look from this per-
spective, the Prime Minister’s
address at ‘Kaushal Dikshant
Samaroh’ of ITI looks like a follow-
up. Unlike the National Labour
Conference, this time the PM
was talking to a heterogeneous
group that consisted of students as
well as policymakers. So, this time
he had tasks for both of them.
Highlighting that job opportuni-
ties in the country are also rising
with the advancement of 
technology, he asked students to
upgrade their skills in line with the
future with the mantra of ‘Skilling,
Reskilling and Upskilling’, while
keeping an eye on the latest 
developments in their fields.

At the same time, he also
emphasized that as India is taking
a lead in the fields of renewable
energy, solar power, and electric
vehicles, the introduction of cours-
es related to these areas in sever-
al ITIs will further facilitate job
seekers. If we look at India’s jour-
ney since independence, it is a sad
state of affairs that despite estab-
lishing a few institutions that find
themselves among the world lead-
ers in research, a culture of
research and development with the
aim to lead the world failed to
develop. It happened in the field
of science, social science, business
and also in policymaking. The
Prime Minister tried to address the
issue from the very beginning, and
the formation of NITI Aayog was
meant for this purpose only.

Besides, there is also PM-

EAC that advises the Prime
Minister on economic issues. But,
similar arrangements at the level
of different ministries and institu-
tions, that not only understand the
Prime Minister’s vision but decode
it in the light of the mandate of that
ministry or institution needs fur-
ther strengthening.

If we limit ourselves to the
labour ministry, which is respon-
sible for looking after the largest
chunk of our population and
directly addressing the issues com-
ing up because of the changing
world of work, it has two institu-
tions that have the mandate for
labour market research -- VV
Giri National Labour Institute
and Dattopant Thengadi National
Board of Workers Education and
Development (DTNBWED).
These institutions served the coun-
try well during the second and
third industrial revolutions.

We were laggards during the
first three industrial revolutions
but one of the leaders in industry
4.0. We are ahead of many 
developed countries in digital
infrastructure and this lead is
going to be there at least for the
near future. We need a similar lead
in terms of labour market 
regulations and the employability
of our workforce. The labour
codes especially the one that deals
with social security are very much
open-ended and have a futuristic
approach like the importance of
the gig and platform economy.
DTNBWED has taken a few steps
in this direction, as it signed one
MoU with Motilal Nehru National
Institute of Technology (MNNIT)
for resource sharing and another
with Indira Gandhi National Open

University (IGNOU) that paves
the way for diploma and 
certification of the workers. The
courses aim to promote digital 
literacy, promote new age trade
unionism, produce certified
experts on labour laws and build
capacity.

But a lot needs to be done on
the employability front to realize
the potential of the emerging 
sector. As the International Labour
Organization (ILO) stated that a
large part of the success in the era
of industry 4.0 depends upon the
workers being pre-informed about
the new emerging sectors and
skilled for new job roles. It enables
them to make better educational
and training choices, and the
country also gets benefited because
of better use of skills and human
capital development. The proactive
identification of the future skill
requirement, and their impartation
requires a high level of 
synchronization between different
institutions, agility and focus on
fundamental research.

We are also looking to certify
the skills of the unorganized work-
ers registered on e-Shram with the
help of the institutions and
schemes meant for this purpose.
The era of Industry 4.0 is going to
be very different. To successfully
meet the new challenges and
maintain the position of leader-
ship, not only the Ministry of
Labour and Employment, but its
institutions also need to immedi-
ately re-calibrate themselves for the
future, because as the Prime
Minister himself said the ‘Fourth
Industrial Revolution’ requires
quick decisions and fast 
implementation.
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Sweden has sent a vessel capa-
ble of “advanced diving mis-

sions” to the Baltic Sea area
where ruptured undersea
pipelines had leaked natural
gas for days, the Swedish navy
said Monday.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Friday accused the
West of sabotaging Russia-built
natural gas pipelines under the
Baltic Sea to Germany, a charge
vehemently denied by the
United States and its allies, who
noted that Russia has been
blackmailing Europe with
reduced gas supplies for
months.

Last week, undersea blasts
damaged the Nord Stream 1 and
2 pipelines off southern Sweden
and Denmark and have led to
huge methane leaks, with those
governments saying that sever-
al hundred pounds of explosives
was involved. 

The emissions leaks
occurred in international
waters. Capt. Jimmie Adamsson,
a spokesman for the Swedish
navy, told The Associated Press
that a submarine rescue ship
had been sent to the site of the
leaks off Sweden and was sup-

porting the Swedish coast guard,
which is in charge of the work.
It was unclear when anyone or
anything would be able to go
down to the pipelines, either
divers or a submarine. The
coast guard said one of its ves-
sels, Amfritrite, was at the site
to monitor nearby sea traffic. 

It added that bad weather is
expected, which will complicate
the situation.

Over the weekend, author-
ities in Denmark said the Nord
Stream 1 and 2 natural gas
pipelines had stopped leaking.

However, the Swedish coast
guard said one of its planes had
reported that the smaller leak

over Nord Stream 2 “has instead
increased somewhat again," was
about 30 metres in diameter and
it may take ”some time" before
it stops.

The coast guard offered no
explanation as to why the leak
had increased. The other one,
over Nord Stream 1, has
stopped, it said.

Danish authorities were
monitoring the two leaks east of
the Danish Baltic Sea island of
Bornholm — above Nord
Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 —
with the frigate Absalon, the
environmental ship Gunnar
Thorson, and a military heli-
copter.
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Ukrainian troops contin-
ued to push forward
Monday with their

offensive that has embarrassed
Moscow, with Kyiv officials
and foreign observers hinting
at new gains in the strategic
southern region of Kherson
that the Kremlin wants to
annex.

Kherson has been one of
the toughest battlefields for
the Ukrainians, with slower
progress when compared with
Ukraine's breakout offensive
around the country's second
largest city of Kharkiv, in the
northeast, that began last
month.

Kherson is one of the four
regions illegally annexed by
Moscow last week after a “ref-
erendum” orchestrated by the
Kremlin. The lower house of
the Kremlin-controlled par-
liament is set to ratify the
treaties Monday, and the upper
house will follow the next day.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said Monday
that two of those regions,
Donetsk and Luhansk, are join-
ing Russia with their adminis-
trative borders that existed
before a conflict erupted there

in 2014 between pro-Russian
separatists and Ukrainian
forces. 

He noted that the issue of
the borders of the two other
regions — Zaporizhzhia and
Kherson — remains open.

“We will continue to dis-
cuss that with residents of
those regions,” Peskov said in
a conference call with reporters.
He did not provide additional
details.

Ukrainian media outlets on
Monday highlighted an image
of Ukrainian troops displaying
flags at a marker for the village
of Khreshchenivka, which is in
the same area of Kherson
where troops apparently have
broken through Russian lines.

Ukraine has pressed its
counteroffensive in the
Kherson region since the sum-
mer, relentlessly pummeling
Russian supply lines and mak-
ing inroads into the areas west
of the Dnieper River held by
the Russians.

The Ukrainian military has
successfully used U.S.-supplied
HIMARS multiple rocket
launchers to repeatedly hit the
main bridge across the Dnieper
in the city of Kherson and a
dam that served as a second
main crossing. 

It also has struck pontoon
bridges that Russia has used to
supply its troops on the west-
ern bank of the river after the
main crossings were made
inoperable.

Despite the successful
strikes on supply lines,
Ukrainian offensive operations
in the south so far have been

slower and less successful com-
pared with the northeast, as the
open terrain easily exposed
the attacking force to Russian
artillery fire and airstrikes.

Russian military bloggers
close to Moscow have increas-
ingly acknowledged that
Ukraine has superior man-
power, backed by tank units, in

the area.
A Russian-installed official

in the Kherson region, Kirill
Stremousov, admitted in a
video statement on Monday
morning that the Ukrainian
forces “have broken through a
little deeper.” However, he
insisted that “everything is
under control” and that Russia's

“defense system is working” in
the region.

Russia attacked Ukrainian
President Vladimir Zelenskyy's
hometown and other targets
Sunday with suicide drones,
and Ukraine took back full
control of a strategic eastern
city in a counteroffensive that
has reshaped the war.

Russia's recent loss of the
eastern city of Lyman, which it
had been using as a transport
and logistics hub, was a new
blow to the Kremlin as it seeks
to escalate the war by illegally
annexing the four regions of
Ukraine and heightening
threats to use nuclear force.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin's land grab has threat-
ened to push the conflict to a
dangerous new level. 

It also prompted Ukraine
to formally apply for fast-track
NATO membership

In his nightly address
Sunday, Zelenskyy discussed
the recent liberation of Lyman,
a key Russian node for logistics
on the front line in the north-
east. “The story of the libera-
tion of Lyman in the Donetsk
region has now become the
most popular in the media —
but the successes of our soldiers
are not limited to Lyman,”
Zelenskyy said.

Lyman, which Ukraine
recaptured by encircling
Russian troops, is in the
Donetsk region near the border
with Luhansk. In his broadcast,
Zelenskyy also thanked troops
from his hometown near
Kherson. “To the soldiers of the
129th Brigade of my native

Kryvy Rih, who distinguished
themselves with good results
and liberated, in particular,
Arkhanhelske and
Myroliubivka,” he said.

Those two villages are in
the same area where Ukrainian
troops have been making
advances. 

A photo emerged at the
weekend showing Ukrainian
forces' operation southwest of
Novovorontsovka on the banks
of the Dnieper River.

Ukraine's presidential
office said Monday that
Russian shelling of eight
Ukrainian regions over the
past 24 hours killed two civil-
ians and injured 14 more.

It also reported advances in
the Kherson region and said
that the Russian authorities in
response restricted people from
leaving the city of Kherson,
introducing special permits for
those who want to leave.

Since the Russian offensive
started in February, Ukrainian
forces have recently managed
to retake swaths of territory,
notably in the northeast around
Kharkiv, in a counteroffensive
in recent weeks that has embar-
rassed the Kremlin and
prompted rare domestic criti-
cism of Putin's war.
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Vladimir Putin's military
draft “changed everything”

for the tens of thousands of
Russians who have fled their
country since the Russian
leader's mobilisation was
announced last month, accord-
ing to recent arrivals in
Istanbul.

Niki Proshin, 28, left St
Petersburg last week, part of a
torrent of Russian men escap-
ing their homeland following
Putin's September 21 declara-
tion of a “partial mobilisation”
for the war in Ukraine.

The Russian military call-
up came as some Russian
troops have been forced to
retreat amid a Ukrainian coun-
teroffensive.

“Last week changed every-
thing for hundreds of thou-
sands of other people who
decided to leave Russia,” he
said. “The main reason is the
danger of being drafted into the
Russian army.”

Turkey, which has main-
tained air links with Russia
while other countries blocked
flights and does not impose
visa restrictions on Russian
visitors, has been a popular des-
tination for those leaving for
“any place” they can reach.

Turkish officials have not
released data on how many
Russians may have arrived in
Turkey to flee the draft, but
Russia is close to the top of a
list of countries that sends
tourists to Turkey, after
Germany.

Some 3 million Russians
have visited the country so far

this year.
Turkish media have also

reported an increase in the
number of Russians purchasing
or renting houses in Turkey.

The NATO-member coun-
try, which relies on Russia for
its energy needs and tourism,
has not joined US and EU
sanctions against Moscow.

It has tried to balance its
relations with both Russia and
Ukraine, positioning itself as a
mediator between the two.

Proshin, a YouTube vlogger
originally from the Siberian city
of Omsk, said setbacks on the
battlefield in Ukraine had erod-
ed Russian support for the
war, even among “patriotic”
Russians.

“Right now, when the
Russian army is having some
trouble and the Ukrainian
army is pushing them out of
their lands, people who were

supporting this war are saying
they don't understand why
this war is happening,” he said.

“They don't want this war
and they don't want to lose
their friends, husbands, broth-
ers or themselves in this useless
war.”

Proshin said his family
were “very relieved” that he left
Russia and now plans to wait
for his girlfriend to join him
before leaving for another
country.

Eva Rapoport, the Istanbul
coordinator for The Ark, a
group helping Russians fleeing
their country, said there had
been a significant increase in
the numbers arriving in Turkey
since Putin's mobilisation dec-
laration.

While those who left
Russia in the immediate after-
math of its February invasion
of Ukraine were a “well-edu-

cated, Western-oriented, cos-
mopolitan crowd,” now her
organisation was seeing “just
about everyone who can escape
the country.”

“Many of these people used
to support Putin, they used to
cheer for the war,” she said.

“When it was from the
safety of their homes and there
was nothing at stake for them
it was fine. But now they don't
want to support this by their
actions.

“They don't want to sup-
port it with their lives. They
don't want to go and fight and
die in this war.”

Still, she described the
decision by the Baltic states and
Poland to block entry for such
Russians as “unjust.”

“It's literally a life or death
situation for them, it's a
humanitarian issue,” Rapoport
said.

Many Russians arriving in
Turkey after the start of the war
were suffering from shock
caused by the invasion, she
said, as well as difficulties in
finding a place to live or ways
to pay for goods due to sanc-
tions on the Russian finance
sector. “Everyone was dis-
cussing symptoms of psycho-
logical distress. They could
not eat, could not sleep and
could not focus," she said.

New arrivals in Istanbul
described the situation in
Russia as “rapidly deteriorat-
ing,” and many feared being
trapped.

“If you stay, you may never
be able to leave, and if you want
to (leave) you better act fast,”
she explained.
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The Joint Expeditionary Force
group of northern European

nations will meet on Monday to
discuss the safety of undersea
pipelines and cables after blasts
ruptured two natural gas
pipelines in the Baltic Sea,
British Defence Secretary Ben
Wallace said.

Wallace said the virtual
meeting has been called by the
UK and the Netherlands. The
force brings together troops
from 10 countries, including the
Baltic and Nordic nations, and
has seen its importance increase
since Russia's invasion of
Ukraine in February.

Wallace also said Britain will
acquire two specialist ships to
protect undersea cables and
pipes, with the first “multi-role
survey ship for seabed warfare”
operational by the end of next
year.

Undersea blasts that dam-
aged the Nord Stream 1 and 2
pipelines last week have led to
huge methane leaks. Nordic
investigators said the blasts
involved several hundred
pounds of explosives.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Friday accused the
West of sabotaging the Russia-
built pipelines, a charge vehe-
mently denied by the United
States and its allies.

Britain has not officially
blamed anyone for the blasts, but
Wallace told the Conservative
Party's annual conference that
“Putin's reactions are wider than
just Ukraine. His reach goes fur-
ther. This week, we saw the mys-
terious damage inflicted to the
Nord Stream pipelines. And it
should remind us all how frag-

ile our economy and infra-
structure is to such hybrid
attacks.”

Britain has been a major
contributor of military aid to
Ukraine.

Wallace said Britain would
train another 20,000 to 30,000
Ukrainian troops in the UK, in
addition to the 10,000 it has
trained this year.

Speaking at the UK
Conservative Party's annual
conference in Birmingham, cen-
tral England, Wallace said
Britain was not seeking to
remove Putin as Russia's leader.

“We're not in the business of
regime change,” he said.

But he also said Putin was
unlikely to de-escalate the con-
flict.
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Japan's  Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida said on

Monday that he will humbly
listen to people's “harsh voic-
es” criticising his governing
party's cozy ties to the ultra-
conservative Unification
Church and help victims of its
allegedly fraudulent busi-
nesses and huge donation
collection. 

Kishida has come under
fire in a widening scandal that
has exposed decades of close
ties between former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, who
was assassinated in July, his
ruling Liberal Democratic
Party and the Unification
Church, which has been
accused of raking in huge
donations by brainwashing
adherents.

Kishida has split public
opinion by honouring Abe
with a state funeral, which
opponents assailed as a pre-
war tradition designed to stir
nationalism, without an
acceptable legal basis or par-
liamentary discussion. Abe,
on top of his divisive legacy,
is now seen as a key figure
behind the governing party's
church ties. 
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The Supreme Court said on
Monday it will hear two

cases seeking to hold social
media companies financially
responsible for terrorist attacks.

Relatives of people killed in
terrorist attacks in France and
Turkey had sued Google,
Twitter, and Facebook. They
accused the companies of help-
ing terrorists spread their mes-
sage and radicalise new recruits.

The court will hear the
cases this term, which began on
Monday, with a decision expect-
ed before the court recesses for
the summer, usually in late
June. The court did not say
when it would hear arguments,
but the court has already filled
its argument calendar for
October and November.

One of the cases the justices
will hear involves Nohemi
Gonzalez, a 23-year-old US cit-
izen studying in Paris. The Cal
State Long Beach student was
one of 130 people killed in the
Islamic State group attacks in
November 2015. The attackers
struck cafes, outside the French
national stadium and inside
the Bataclan theatre.

Gonzalez died in an attack
at La Belle Equipe bistro.

Gonzalez's relatives sued
Google, which owns YouTube,
saying the platform had helped
the Islamic State group by allow-
ing it to post hundreds of videos
that helped incite violence and
recruit potential supporters.
Gonzalez's relatives said that the
company's computer algorithms
recommended those videos to
viewers most likely to be inter-
ested in them. But a judge dis-
missed the case and a federal
appeals court upheld the ruling.

Under US law — specifi-
cally Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act
— internet companies are gen-
erally exempt from liability for
the material users post on their
networks.
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The new Liz Truss-led UK
government on Monday

made its first major U-turn on
its central plank of tax cuts by
withdrawing a policy to abol-
ish the top rate for the wealth-
iest, following market turmoil
and to avert an expected rebel-
lion within the governing
Conservative Party.

Chancellor Kwasi
Kwarteng declared that the
announcement in his mini-
budget last month of a pro-
posed abolition of the 45
pence tax rate, which applied
to the top tier of income tax-
payers from next April, had
become a “massive distraction”
to an otherwise sound growth
plan for the economy. 

It came after days of tur-
moil on the global financial
markets spooked by the
prospect of huge government
borrowing costs and the
pound tumbling against the
dollar as the Bank of England
had to step in to shore up the
country's pension funds.

"We get it, and we have lis-
tened," Kwarteng tweeted
before taking to the airwaves
to defend what has been
dubbed a screeching U-turn

by the newly appointed gov-
ernment. Truss, who replaced
Boris Johnson as prime min-
ister after a hard-fought lead-
ership battle with British
Indian former Chancellor
Rishi Sunak last month, soon
referenced her Chancellor's
tweet to add: "The abolition of
the 45pc rate had become a
huge distraction from our
mission to get Britain moving.

"Our focus now is on
building a high growth econ-
omy that funds world-class

public services, boosts wages,
and creates opportunities
across the country."

It came just a day after she
had insisted that her govern-
ment remained committed to
abolishing the top rate of tax
for the highest earners in a
BBC interview on Sunday,
despite critics within her own
party seeing it as sending out
the wrong signal at a time
when the majority of the coun-
try was struggling with a cost-
of-living crisis and soaring
household bills.
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Officials and witnesses say at
least 12 people are dead

after two explosions by extrem-
ist fighters targeted local gov-
ernment headquarters in the
capital of Somalia's Hiran
region, which has been the cen-
tre of a recent mobilisation
against the rebels.

The Somalia-based
extremist group al-Shabab
claimed responsibility for the
attack in Beledweyne, about
300 kilometres (186 miles)
north of Somalia's capital,
Mogadishu.

The Hiran governor, Ali
Jayte Osman, who survived
the attack, told The Associated
Press by phone that the health
minister of Hirshabelle state

and the deputy governor of
Hiran in charge of finance
were among those killed in
Monday's attack.

“The first explosion
occurred at the entrance gate,
and after a few minutes a big
truck rushed toward the head-
quarters building and explod-
ed, killing many civilians who
came to the office to receive
services,” the governor said. 
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The Israeli military shot and
killed two Palestinians dur-

ing a raid in the occupied West
Bank early on Monday,
Palestinian officials said. 

The military alleged that the
men tried to ram their car into
soldiers, a claim that could not

be independently verified. 
Palestinians and rights

group often accuse Israeli troops
of using excessive force against
Palestinians, who live under a
55-year military occupation
with no end in sight. Israel says
it follows strict rules of engage-
ment and opens fire in life-
threatening situations.
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Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei responded pub-

licly on Monday to the biggest
protests in Iran in years, break-
ing weeks of silence to condemn
what he called “rioting” and
accuse the United States and
Israel of planning the protests.

The unrest, ignited by the
death of a young woman in the
custody of Iran's morality police,
is flaring up across the country
for a third week despite govern-
ment efforts to crack down. On
Monday, Iran shuttered its top
technology university following
an hours-long standoff between
students and the police, that
turned the prestigious institution
into the latest flashpoint of
protests and ended with hun-
dreds of young people arrested.

Speaking to a cadre of police
students in Tehran, Khamenei
said he was “heartbroken” by the
death of 22-year-old Mahsa
Amini in police custody, calling
it a “sad incident”. However, he
sharply condemned the protests
as a foreign plot to destabilise
Iran, echoing authorities' pre-
vious comments.

“This rioting was
planned,” he told a cadre of

police students in Tehran. “These
riots and insecurities were
designed by America and the
Zionist regime, and their
employees.”

Meanwhile Sharif University
of Technology in Tehran
announced that only doctoral
students would be allowed on
campus until further notice fol-
lowing hours of turmoil on
Sunday evening, when witness-
es said antigovernment protest-
ers clashed with hardline pro-
establishment students.

The witnesses, who spoke

on the condition of anonymity
for fear of reprisals, said the
police kept hundreds of students
holed up on campus and fired
rounds of tear gas to disperse the
demonstrations.

The university's student
association said that police and
plainclothes officers surrounded
the school from all sides and
detained at least 300 students as
protests rocked the campus after
nightfall. Plainclothes officers
beat a professor and several uni-
versity employees, the association
reported.
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Atrial starting this week in
Washington, D.C., is the

biggest test yet in the Justice
Department's efforts to hold
accountable those responsible
for the attack on the Capitol
on Jan. 6, 2021, a violent
assault that challenged the
foundations of American
democracy.

On trial is extremist
leader Stewart Rhodes,
founder of the Oath Keepers
extremist group, and four
associates. 

Prosecutors and defence
attorneys will make their
opening statements on
Monday and the trial will last
several weeks. 

Here is a look at what's to

come:

WHO ARE THE OATH
KEEPERS?

The anti-government
group was founded in 2009 by
Rhodes who was educated at
Yale Law School and served
briefly as a U.S. Army para-
trooper before a training acci-
dent left him with a back
injury.

The group was named
after its stated goal of getting
past and present members of
the military, first responders
and police officers to honour
the promise they made to
defend the Constitution
against enemies. 

They issued a list of orders
that its members wouldn't

obey, such as disarming citi-
zens, carrying out warrantless
searches and detaining
Americans as enemy combat-
ants in violation of their right
to jury trials.

That relatively benign
framing and leveraging of
social media helped the group

grow to one of the largest
anti-government militia
groups in U.S. History, but the
internal dialogue was often
darker, experts said. 

Oath Keepers participated
in the standoff with federal off
with officials at Nevada's
Bundy Ranch in 2014, and
later along rooftops in
Ferguson, Missouri after a
grand jury declined to charge
a police officer in the fatal
shooting of 18-year-old
Michael Brown.

The group would eventu-
ally embrace then-candidate
Donald Trump's rhetoric and
his false claims that the 2020
election was stolen.

WHY ARE THEY ON
TRIAL?

On trial with Rhodes are
Kelly Meggs, leader of the
Florida chapter of the Oath
Keepers; Kenneth Harrelson,
another Florida Oath Keeper;
Thomas Caldwell, a retired
U.S. Navy intelligence officer
from Virginia; and Jessica
Watkins, who led an Ohio
militia group.

They have been charged
with seditious conspiracy in
one of the most high profile
cases to come out of the Jan. 6
riot at the U.S. Capitol.

Prosecutors say they spent
several weeks amassing
weapons, organising paramil-
itary training and readying
armed teams outside
Washington to stop Joe Biden
from becoming president. 
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King Charles III and his
wife Camilla, the queen

consort, visited Scotland
Monday in their first joint
public engagement since the
royal mourning period to
remember Queen Elizabeth II
ended. Large crowds turned out
on the streets of Dunfermline
in Fife, north of Edinburgh,
hoping to get a glimpse of the
new monarch. 

Charles, who wore a kilt for
the visit, spent some time shak-
ing hands with well-wishers
after he greeted Scottish First
Minister Nicola Sturgeon and
other leaders.

The royal couple were vis-
iting to formally give city sta-
tus to Dunfermline, the birth-
place of another King Charles:
Charles I, who reigned in the
17th century before his execu-
tion, was the last British
monarch born in Scotland.

Dunfermline was among
towns that won city status as
part of Platinum Jubilee cele-
brations to mark Elizabeth's 70
years on the throne.
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Cities worldwide are warm-
ing by 0.5 degrees Celsius

on average per decade, 29 per
cent faster than in rural areas,
according to a study which
suggests that climate change and
urban expansion are accelerat-
ing surface temperatures.

Researchers from Nanjing
University in China and col-
leagues noted that planting trees
and vegetation in cities — also
known as urban greening — is
reported to offset about 0.13
degrees Celsius of surface warm-
ing per decade in European
cities.

People who live in cities
experience greater heat exposure
during heat wave events than the

general population due to the
urban heat island effect, in
which urban land gets hotter
than surrounding rural land,
they said.

Climate change and popu-
lation growth in cities are pro-
jected to increase the surface
urban heat island effect, but
many current estimates of future
human heat exposure assume
equal rates of surface tempera-
ture increase between urban and

rural areas, the researchers said.
In China and India, they

estimated that urban expansion
was responsible for over 0.23
degrees Celsius of the observed
surface warming in cities per
decade. Urban greening is sug-
gested to reduce surface warm-
ing, but whether it can slow the
accelerating surface urban heat
island effect remains unclear, the
researchers said.

The study, published recent-
ly in the journal
Communications Earth &
Environment, analysed satellite
land surface temperature data
for over 2,000 city centers world-
wide between 2002 and 2021
and compared them to back-
ground rural surface tempera-
tures.
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President Joe Biden on
Monday will survey dam-
age from Hurricane Fiona

in Puerto Rico, where tens of
thousands of people are still
without power two weeks after
the storm hit.

The Category 1 hurricane
knocked out electrical power to
the US territory of 3.2 million
people, 44 per cent of whom live
below the poverty line.

Power has been restored to
about 90 per cent of the island's
1.47 million customers, but
more than 137,000 others, most-
ly in the hardest hit areas of
Puerto Rico's southern and
western regions, continue to
struggle in the dark. Another
66,000 customers are without
water. Biden has pledged that the
US government will not aban-
don Puerto Rico as it starts to
rebuild again, five years after the
more powerful Hurricane Maria
devastated the island in 2017.

During his visit, Biden
planned to announce the
administration will provide USD
60 million through last year's

bipartisan infrastructure law to
help Puerto Rico shore up lev-
ees, strengthen flood walls and
create a new flood warning sys-
tem so the island will be better
prepared for future storms, the
White House said.

“We see what you're going
through, and we're with you,”
Biden told Puerto Ricans and
Floridians in a message on
Sunday on his official Twitter
account.

Florida is cleaning up after
Hurricane Ian churned across
that state last week, killing more

than 60 people, decimating
some coastal communities and
flooding others. Biden plans to
visit Florida on Wednesday to
survey damage.

The president, accompa-
nied by first lady Jill Biden and
Deanne Criswell, the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency administrator, was to
touch down Monday in Ponce,
Puerto Rico, a city on the south-
ern coast. Most of the storm
damage is in southern Puerto
Rico.

Puerto Rico Gov Pedro

Pierluisi said he would update
Biden on recovery efforts.

“We will make sure to keep
working together to ensure the
continuity of a reconstruction
already underway," the governor
tweeted on Sunday.

Fiona caused catastrophic
flooding, tore apart roads and
bridges, and unleashed more
than 100 landslides when it hit
Puerto Rico on September 18.

At least two people died
after being swept away by floods,
and several others were killed in
accidents related to the use of
candles or generator during the
island-wide power outage.
Government officials have esti-
mated some USD 3 billion in
damages, but warn that costs
could rise significantly as eval-
uations continue.

Some people in Puerto Rico
wondered whether Biden's visit
would change anything as they
recalled how President Donald
Trump visited after Hurricane
Maria hit as a more powerful
Category 4 storm in 2017, and
tossed rolls of paper towels into
a crowd in a display that riled
many.
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Regional mediators were
headed to Burkina Faso on

Monday in the wake of the
West African country's second
coup this year amid concern
the latest power grab could
further postpone elections and
deepen the region's Islamic
extremist violence.

News that the delegation
from the regional bloc known
as ECOWAS is travelling to the
capital, Ouagadougou, came
after diplomats confirmed that
Lt. Col. Paul Henri Sandaogo
Damiba had left for the neigh-
bouring nation of Togo fol-
lowing talks mediated by reli-

gious leaders.
Burkina Faso's new leader,

Capt. Ibrahim Traore, 34, is
officially head of state pending

future elections, the junta
announced Sunday. 

While ECOWAS, a 15-
nation West African bloc, had
reached an agreement to hold
a new vote by July 2024, it
remained unclear whether that
date would still hold.

Burkina Faso's last demo-
cratically elected president
was overthrown by Damiba in
January amid frustration that
his government had not been
able to stop extremist attacks.
But the jihadi violence, which
has killed thousands and
forced 2 million to flee their
homes, continued and has
now brought an end to
Damiba's tenure, too.
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Gaining the right to host
next year's Under-20

World Cup was a major mile-
stone in Indonesia's soccer
development, raising hopes that
a successful tournament would
turn around long-standing
problems that have blighted the
sport in this country of 277 mil-
lion people.

The death of at least 125
people at a league game
between host Arema FC of
East Java's Malang city and
Persebaya Surabaya on Saturday
is a tragic reminder, however,
that Indonesia is one of the
most dangerous countries in
which to attend a game.

“Do remember that the
FIFA U-20 World Cup will be
the worldwide spotlight since
the event will be joined by 24
countries from five continents,”
Indonesia's President Joko
Widodo said last month as he
pushed for thorough prepara-
tions for the tournament.

Since Saturday, the domes-
tic league has been suspended.
Widodo has ordered the sports

minister, the national police
chief and the soccer federation
to conduct a thorough investi-
gation into the deadly stadium
crush. Indonesia was the first
Asian team ever to play at a
World Cup — participating in
1938 as Dutch East Indies — but
despite an undoubted national
passion for the sport, it has
never returned to the global
stage because of years of cor-
ruption, violence and misman-
agement. Data from Indonesia's
soccer watchdog, Save Our
Soccer, showed 78 people have
died in game-related incidents
over the past 28 years. Those
accused are often associated
with supporter groups that
attach themselves to clubs, with
the biggest boasting hundreds of
thousands of members.

Arema's intense rivalry
with Surabaya meant that no
visiting fans were allowed in the
stadium on the weekend. Yet
violence broke out when the
home team lost 3-2 and some
of the 42,000 Arema fans,
known as “Aremania” threw
bottles and other objects at
players and soccer officials.
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CNG prices are likely to be
hiked by Rs 8-12 per kg
and that of gas piped to

household kitchens by over Rs
6 per unit after the government
raised the prices of input natural
gas to a record, analysts said on
Monday.

The government last week
raised the prices of gas produced
from old fields, called APM gas,
to USD 8.57 per million British
thermal unit from USD 6.1. The
rates for gas produced from dif-
ficult fields were hiked to USD
12.46 from USD 9.92 per
mmBtu.

APM gas makes up for
two-thirds of all gas produced
in the country. This gas is con-
verted into CNG for automo-
biles and piped to household
kitchens for cooking.

Kotak Institutional Equities
said APM gas prices are up
nearly 5x in just a year - from
USD 1.79 per mmBtu till
September 2021 to USD 8.57.

"We expect CGDs to raise
prices, but only in tranches,
impacting near-term earnings,"
it said. For each USD per
mmBtu gas price rise, city gas
distribution (CGD) entities
need to raise the CNG price by
Rs 4.7-4.9 per kg.

"For USD 2.5 per mmBtu
price rise, and also for recent
currency weakness, CGDs will

need an immediate CNG price
increase of Rs 12-14 per kg," it
said adding CGDs cannot
absorb gas price increases.

In the past, CGDs have
been able to pass on all cost
increases, and per unit margins
have been on long-term rising
trends for CGDs.

According to ICICI
Securities, piped cooking gas,
called PNG, CNG prices will
need to be raised by Rs 6.2 per
standard cubic meter and Rs 9-
12.5 per kg to fully pass on the
impact of these high input costs.
"At best, we see only a slow grad-
ual pass-through of these costs
over third quarter (October to
December)," it said. Jefferies

said Indraprastha Gas Ltd, the
firm that retails CNG and PNG
in the national capital, will need
to raise CNG price by Rs 8 per
kg while Mahanagar Gas Ltd -
the retailer in Mumbai - will
have to increase prices by Rs 9.

"This would reduce CNG's
discount to petrol/diesel from
45/30 per cent to 40/20 per cent
for IGL. Similarly, the discount
for MGL would reduce from
45/30 per cent currently to
40/20 per cent," it said. "This
could impact volume growth."

As a key producer of
domestic APM gas, a sharp 40
per cent increase in price is pos-
itive for upstream producers
ONGC and Oil India. The price

hike will boost ONGC's earn-
ings by about 16 per cent,
Kotak said.

"However, in our view, such
high prices may not sustain for
long. In addition, there is a risk
that the government may take
away benefits by imposing addi-
tional taxation, like the recent
windfall tax on oil prices," it
said. But unlike APM gas, the
benefits of higher rates for gas
from new and difficult fields can
sustain. Reliance Industries Ltd,
with the largest new gas pro-
duction, is a key beneficiary.
Kotak said there is a serious
need to revisit the domestic gas
price formula and introduce
floor/ceiling price for several
reasons.

The current formula, it said,
has led to high volatility in APM
gas prices - up 5x in just a year
while rates stayed below
breakeven price of USD 3-3.5
for earlier six and half years
(October 2015 to March 2022).
"This gas is produced from
legacy nominated blocks with
low taxation (no profit petrole-
um, etc.); and APM gas is allo-
cated by the government to
price-sensitive segments
(CGDs, fertilizers, power),
where both high prices and
volatility can impact demand,
conversion from pollution fuels
to gas and future investments,"
it said detailing reasons for the
review.
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Made in India 5G radios will be ready
for commercial deployment in six

months, a top official of state-run C-DoT
said. The technology jointly developed by
C-DoT, Jio's Radisys India, VVDN
Technologies and Wisig Networks was
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the India Mobile Congress to
make a 5G call.

C-DOT Executive Director Rajkumar
Upadhyay told PTI during an interaction
at IMC that the organisation has completed
prototype development and proof of con-
cept of the 5G radios that are for sending
and receiving wireless signals.

"Our 5G core and 5G radio are com-
pletely indigenously developed which
makes India among a few countries that
have their own 5G technology. Operators
desire multiple integration and call sce-

nario tests in their network before it goes
for commercial deployment. We will start
these tests soon in BSNL's network and we
hope to complete this in the next six
months," Upadhyay said.

C-DoT is part of a TCS-led consor-
tium which has been selected for deploy-
ing 4G technology.

"C-DOT's role will be limited to tech-
nology development. We will sign a tech-
nology transfer agreement with vendors
who will commercially deploy it,"
Upadhyay said.

C-DOT has also developed a 5G core
(NSA) which was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at India Mobile
Congress by making an end-to-end 5G
call. The Radio Access network used in
making this call is also developed indige-
nously in collaboration with VVDN
Technologies, Radisys India and Wisig
Networks.

"We have already deployed our 5G core
in the BSNL network for trial," Upadhyay
said. Talking about network speed,
Upadhyay said that 5G can deliver a down-
load speed of 1 gigabit per second and C-
DOT 's gears will be able to deliver it
depending on the capacity put at the back-
end.
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Key stock indices Sensex
and Nifty declined over 1

per cent at close on Monday
due to heavy selling in bank-
ing, auto and FMCG shares
amid weak global market
trends and continued foreign
fund outflows.

Reversing its previous ses-
sion's gains, benchmark BSE
Sensex tumbled 638.11 points
or 1.11 per cent to settle at
56,788.81. During the day, it

tanked 743.52 points or 1.29
per cent to 56,683.40.

The broader NSE Nifty fell
by 207 points or 1.21 per cent
to end at 16,887.35 as 42 of its
constituents declined.

Among Sensex stocks,
Maruti fell the most by 3.16
per cent, Hindustan Unilever
by 2.77 per cent, IndusInd
Bank by 2.55 per cent, ITC by
2.32 per cent, Bajaj Finance by
2.26 per cent, State Bank of
India by 2.15 per cent and
Kotak Mahindra Bank by 2.03

per cent. Dr Reddy's, NTPC,
Bharti Airtel and Wipro were
the winners.

Sensex had surged by
016.96 points or 1.80 per cent
to settle at 57,426.92 on Friday.
The Nifty climbed 276.25
points or 1.64 per cent to end
at 17,094.35.

"Markets started the week
on a feeble note and lost over
a per cent, tracking weak glob-
al cues," Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd, said.

In the broader market,
the BSE midcap gauge
declined 1.24 per cent and
smallcap index fell by 0.54 per
cent. Among the BSE sectoral
indices, power fell by 3.24 per
cent, utilities by 3.14 per cent,
auto (2.11 per cent), FMCG
(2.05 per cent), commodities
(2.01 per cent), consumer dis-
cretionary (1.26 per cent) and
realty (1.24 per cent).

Healthcare and telecom-
munication ended in the
green.
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The rupee fell by 49 paise to
close at 81.89 (provisional)

against the US dollar on
Monday as heavy selling pres-
sure in the domestic equities
and a spike in crude oil prices
weighed on the local unit.

Besides, a stronger green-
back against key rivals and
persistent foreign fund out-
flows put pressure on the
domestic currency, forex deal-
ers said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local cur-
rency opened weak at 81.65, fell
further to 81.98 against the
American currency.

It finally ended at 81.89,

down 49 paise over its previous
close.

In the previous session, the
rupee settled at 81.40 against
the greenback.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex dropped 638.11 points
or 1.11 per cent to end at
56,788.81, while the broader
NSE Nifty fell 207 points or 1.21
per cent to 16,887.35.

��������C2

India Inc's credit quality
showed further improvement

in April-September period with
the ratio of upgrades to down-
grades inching higher.

The credit ratio's improve-
ment to 5.52 in H1FY23 as
compared to 5.04 in H2FY22
was driven by leaner balance
sheets led by healthy cash flows
and muted investments, Crisil
Ratings, which rates 6,800 com-
panies, said.

However, the agency clari-
fied that the data may not be fully
representative as many small
businesses with outstanding rat-
ings have turned non-coopera-
tive in sharing data on a contin-
ued basis which can be driven by
adverse financial health.

"India Inc has emerged

stronger post-pandemic," its
managing director Gurpreet
Chhatwal said, exuding confi-
dence that the corporate India
can weather the current storm
caused by global events like
higher inflation and monetary
tightening which will hurt India's

exports.
Crisil's senior director

Somasekhar Vemuri said there
can, however, be a moderation in
the credit ratio going ahead due
to some of the challenges faced
by companies.

During the first half of the

fiscal year, the credit ratio moved
ahead majorly driven by the
infrastructure sector, which con-
tributed a third of the upgrades,
the agency said, attributing the
same to higher project work
being undertaken and improve-
ment in project clearances and
payments.

The six months saw 569
upgrades and 103 downgrades,
while ratings on 80 per cent of
the companies being reaffirmed,
it said.

The ongoing interest rate
tightening may result in some of
the companies going slow on
investments, and the higher
interest costs will have an adverse
impact on the renewables sector
the most with the project viabil-
ity itself coming under pressure,
its chief ratings officer Subodh
Rai told reporters.
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New supply of office space
rose 49 per cent during

January-September period
across six cities to 32.8 million
square feet on completion of
many commercial projects to
meet rising demand, according
to Colliers India.

Real estate consultant
Colliers India said that the
same stood at 22 million square
feet in the year-ago period
across six cities -- Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delhi-NCR,
Hyderabad, Pune and Mumbai.

Fresh supply declined in
Bengaluru and Mumbai, but
rose in other four cities.

As per the data, the new
office supply declined 1 per
cent to 8.1 million square feet
in January-September 2022
from 8.2 million square feet in
the corresponding period of the
previous year. Mumbai saw a
16 per cent decline in new sup-
ply to 1.8 million square feet
from 2.1 million square feet.

Among cities that saw
uptick in supply, the fresh sup-
ply of new office in Chennai
jumped to 4.2 million square
feet from 0.9 million square
feet.

Delhi-NCR witnessed a
133 per cent growth in new
supply to 6.3 million square feet
from 2.7 million square feet.

New supply of office space
in Hyderabad rose 56 per cent
to 7.9 million square feet from
5.1 million square feet.

Pune witnessed a 49 per

cent rise in fresh supply to 4.5
million square feet during
January-September 2022 from
3 million square feet in the cor-
responding period of the pre-
vious year.

The gross leasing of office
space nearly doubled to 40.6
million square feet during
January-September across six
major cities on pent-up
demand driven largely by tech-
nology and co-working firms.
The absorption of office space
stood at 20.6 million square feet
in the year-ago period across
six cities.

Colliers India expects
absorption of office space to hit
an all-time high in the 2022 cal-
endar year, with gross leasing
set to cross 50 million square
feet. The previous high was
seen in 2019 at 44.8 million
square feet.

Gross absorption does not
include lease renewals, pre-
commitments and deals where
only a letter of intent has been
signed.
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Monday cautioned

investors against unauthorised
money mobilisation by entities
claiming to provide portfolio
management services.

Further, the regulator
noted that these entities have
been luring the public, with a
promise of high returns,
through pamphlets and social
media platforms. It was
observed that in such schemes,
the entities have been mobilis-
ing money in relatively small-
er amounts and promising
assured returns, Sebi said in a
statement.

The advisory comes after
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) noted that
some entities are collecting
money from the public claim-
ing to provide portfolio man-
agement services.

Some of the entities have
names similar to that of Sebi-
registered intermediaries, mis-
leading the public, as though
the fund raising is genuine and

done by entities registered with
the regulator.

Sebi, therefore, cautioned
"investors not to fall prey to
such unauthorised money col-
lection" and advised them to
deal only with Sebi-registered
intermediaries while investing
in the securities market.

Further, Sebi-registered
intermediaries, including port-
folio managers (who manage
portfolio management
schemes) cannot offer products
with assured or fixed return on
investment. Many such unau-
thorised schemes are run like
ponzi schemes without any
real investment made in the
securities market.
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To check the sudden spike
in onion prices, coopera-

tive Nafed has offloaded
20,000 tonnes of the bulb
from the government's
reserves in the last three weeks
across India, official sources
said. 

Onion is being disposed of
at the "going market rate" in
major cities like Delhi, Patna,
Lucknow, Chandigarh,
Chennai and Hyderabad
among others, sources said. 

Nafed has been creating a
buffer stock of onion on behalf
of the government under the
Price Stabilisation Fund (PSF)
for the last few years. 

For 2022-23, Nafed has
built a record onion reserve of
2.50 lakh tonnes to deal with
a potential spike in onion
prices during the lean season
that runs from August to
December. 
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State-owned telecom firm
BSNL will start rolling out

4G network from November
onwards and gradually upgrade
it to 5G by August next year, a
top company official said on
Monday. The company has
plans to roll out almost 1.25
lakh 4G mobile sites in 18
months, BSNL chairman and
managing director PK Purwar
told PTI at India Mobile
Congress. 

"The first roll out (of
planned 4G network) should
take place in November,"
Purwar said. The company is in
discussion with IT major TCS
and state-run telecom research
and development organisation
C-DOT-led consortium to
deploy indigenously developed
4G technology in the network.

Purwar said the 4G net-
work gears that the company is
purchasing will be upgradable
to 5G through software updates. 

When asked about the
timeline of BSNL's plans to roll
out 5G services, Purwar said the

company is on its path to
deploy 5G as per the deadline
of August 15, 2023, set by
Telecom Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw. 

"The minister has given us
a clear path that the 15th of
August 2023 should be the
date when BSNL should be in
the 5G domain. We are work-
ing in that direction which we
have received. We should be
able to meet it (the target time-
line)," Purwar said. 

Talking about revenue
dynamics, all telecom operators
should look at digital inclu-
siveness and connect the
unconnected with digital tech-
nologies. 

"There should be an invest-
ment in the network for every-
one to get good service and roll
out should be faster. Unless
operators have enough
resources they will not be able
to make the investment in the
network. Unless investment is
not made in network technol-
ogy, many people will be left out
from taking advantage of newer
technologies," Purwar said.
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With states after states
competing to offer free-

bies, a report has suggested
that the Supreme Court-led
panel could cap such welfare
schemes at 1 per cent of the
state's GDP or 1 per cent of its
own tax collection.

Citing the examples of just
three states, a report penned by
Soumya Kanti Ghosh, the
group chief economic adviser
to State Bank of India, said
annual pension liabilities of the
poor states of Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand and Rajasthan are
estimated at Rs 3 lakh crore.

When looked in relation to
these states own tax revenue,
pension liabilities are quite
high for Jharkhand, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh at 217, 190

and 207 per cent respectively.
While for states contem-

plating the change, it would be
as high as 450 per cent of own
tax revenue in case of Himachal
Pradesh, 138 per cent of own
tax revenue in case of Gujarat
and 242 per cent of own tax
revenue for Punjab, which is
also planning to revert to the
old pension system wherein the
beneficiaries pay nothing.

Ghosh also points out that
according to the latest available
information, the off-budget
borrowings of states, which are
loans raised by state-owned
entities and guaranteed by the
states, have reached around 4.5
percent of GDP in 2022 and
the extent of such guarantees
have achieved significant pro-
portion of GDP for various
states.
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The financial planning is
key to success  amid

increasing digitalisation,
emergence of digital curren-
cies, including cryptocurren-
cies and the looming con-
cerns of  Covid-19,  said
Financial Planning Standards
Board Ltd (FPSB) CEO Noel
Maye.

FPSB India  Liaison
Office, along with its global
network of financial planning
professional bodies, will host

the s ixth annual  World
Financial  Planning Day
(WFPD) on October 5. 

FPSB India has joined
hands with the National Stock
Exchange of India to organise
a bell-ringing ceremony on
October 4 to kick off World
Financial Planning Day.

Maye said, “This World
Financial Planning Day, we
want the public to know how
financial planning can help
them feel more confident
and in control  of  their
finances.”
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Individuals aspiring to
become entrepreneurs had

words of wisdom during sec-
ond International Conference
on Reinventing Business
Practices,  Startups and
Sustainability (ICRBSS) at
SRMIST Vadapalani today. J.
Radhakrishnan, Principal
Secretary of Cooperation,
Food and Consumer
Protection (Government of
Tamil Nadu) said those aspir-
ing to turn entrepreneurs must
have the required skills and

must not stay away from
putting the requried hard-
work. 

Department of
Management Studies at
SRMIST Vadapalani in asso-
ciation with University of
Nizwa (Oman), SRM
University Sonepat is organis-
ing the two day international
conference which is also
known as ICRBSS 2022.
Conference aspires to encour-
age quality research in differ-
ent areas of business practices
inclusive of startups and entre-
preneurship. 
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The Invest Rajasthan
Summit is being organised

by the State Government on
October 7-8, 2022 at JECC,
Sitapura, Jaipur. 

This summit will be a
grand ceremony in which
about 3000 participants from
India and abroad will partici-
pate. 

The theme of the Invest
Rajasthan Summit 2022 is
'Committed-Delivered', as reit-
erated by the Chief Minister,
Ashok Gehlot, in a Press con-
ference held at the CM resi-

dence on Monday. 
The Chief Minister

announced the winners of
Rajasthan Ratna Award on this
occasion. 

He said this year's
Rajasthan Ratna Award will be
given to Justice Dalveer
Bhandari, Justice RM Lodha,
Industrialist Anil Agarwal,
Industrialist LN Mittal, Sheen
Kauf Nizam, and KC Malu.

Minister of Industries and
Commerce, Shankuntla Rawat,
besides the Chief Secretary,
Usha Sharma; Additional Chief
Secretary, Industries, Veenu
Gupta and others were present. 
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Former world champi-
onships Bronze medallist B

Sai Praneeth showed nerves of
steel to outwit in-form HS
Prannoy in a thrilling three-set-
ter as Telangana blanked Kerala
3-0 to win the coveted mixed
team badminton Gold at the
National Games here on
Monday.

Enduring a dip in form for
over a year now, Tokyo
Olympian Praneeth finally had
something to cheer about as he
dug deep into his reservoir to
see off Kerala's top shuttler
Prannoy 18-21, 21-16, 22-20 to
give Telangana a 2-0 lead.

His victory came on the
heels of another brilliant show
by the husband-and-wife duo
of B Sumeeth Reddy and N
Sikki Reddy, who got the bet-
ter of the youthful pair of MR
Arjun and Treesa Jolly 21-15,
14-21, 21-14 in a thrilling bat-
tle.

In the women's singles,
Samiya Farooqui beat TR

Gowrikrishna 21-5, 21-12 to
seal the win for Telangana.

Telangana's decision to
field the experienced Sumeeth
and Sikki in the opening mixed

doubles match ahead of
Vishnuvardhan Goud and
Gayatri Gopichand, who had
lost against Maharashtra, paid
dividends as they put the team

ahead.
"We only gave the coach

the option of trying us out,"
Sumeeth said, even though
they had last played together

way back in the 2021 Thailand
Open.

The couple fumbled at the
start as the speedy Arjun and
Treesa jumped into an early 5-
2 lead.

"We were playing after a
long time. We don't even prac-
tice together as we quite often
get into arguments. It took
some time to get into a rhythm.
But once we found our groove,
we got into a good rhythm,"
said a smiling Sikki.

The Kerala pair, however,
fought back to win the second
game, with Arjun sending
powerful smashes from the
backline and Treesa being effi-
cient at the net.

The third game went close
till 12-all before a change of
strategy did the trick for
Telangana.

"I think the turning point
was when I went for variations
in my service, not giving them
any length," Sikki explained.

The next match was crucial
with Prannoy, who is current-
ly ranked 15th in the world and

is enjoying a dream season,
starting as the favourite against
Praneeth, whose BWF world
ranking has slipped to 40 due
to his poor form.

"I knew it would be a
tough match, especially as we
know each other's game as we
often train together. But grad-
ually I found my strokes," said
2017 Singapore Open champi-
on Praneeth.

The first game was played
fiercely. A tentative Praneeth
made a few unforced errors
while Prannoy looked good
with his all-round game. They
went neck-and-neck till 18-18
before Prannoy clinched it
with a couple of well measured
shots.

Praneeth was in full flow in
the second game, with his
repertoire of strokes catching
Prannoy on the wrong foot. He
surged ahead 13-7 and held on
to it to make it 1-1.

In the third game, Praneeth
built a healthy lead of 13-7
before Prannoy clawed his way
back to make it 18-18 all.

"I was suddenly blank as
Prannoy began to play a fast
game. With the shuttle also
coming off slowly, I was little
taken back. But luckily, I held
on to my nerves and pulled off
this crucial win. It will boost
my morale," Praneeth said.
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Karim Benzema missed a
penalty for Real Madrid
as they finally blinked in

the La Liga title race, dropping
their first points of the season
in a 1-1 draw with Osasuna on
Sunday.

Elsewhere Real Sociedad
won 5-3 at Girona and high-fly-
ing Real Betis fell to a 1-0 defeat
at Celta Vigo.

After Barcelona beat Real
Mallorca on Saturday, Madrid
knew they had to win to stay
top but were frustrated by
Jagoba Arrasate's well-organ-
ised side at the Santiago
Bernabeu.

Benzema, on his return to
the side after injury, won a spot-
kick but then fired it against the
crossbar, and also had a goal
disallowed for offside as Madrid
tried to force a way through.

Vinicius Junior broke the
deadlock just before half-time
with a cross that snuck all the
way into the far corner, but Kike
Garcia's well-taken header early
in the second period earned
Osasuna a point.

"What we were missing
was scoring that penalty, nor-
mally Karim scores them,"
Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti
told DAZN.

"He had no problem play-
ing the 90 minutes. It's been a
month since he's played, he has
to get his best form back. He did
his part, he had the chance from
the penalty. It's an accident,
sometimes it happens."

Real Madrid president
Florentino Perez told the club's
fans at an assembly on Sunday
morning that a European Super
League project was essential,
but Osasuna showed domestic
football can still offer a signif-
icant challenge.

Benzema made his first

appearance since September 6,
while Andriy Lunin and Dani
Ceballos started in place of
injured duo Thibaut Courtois
and Luka Modric.

Madrid probed promising-
ly down the flanks, while at the
other end Abde Ezzalzouli, on
loan at Osasuna from
Barcelona, crashed a shot into
the side netting on a bright dis-
play.

Madrid opened the scoring
in fortuitous fashion, with
Vinicius whipping in a low
cross which caught out goal-
keeper Sergio Herrera and crept

in at the far post.
Osasuna complained that

Benzema and Antonio Rudiger
were offside and interfering
with play, but their protests
were dismissed.

The visitors were level five
minutes into the second half,
when Kike Garcia brilliantly
looped a backwards header
over Lunin.

The goal meant Madrid
have failed to keep a clean
sheet in any of the first seven
league games.

"We were quite solid at the
back," insisted Ancelotti. "We

conceded a goal from a deep
cross, it was quite strange. The
team was balanced, the objec-
tive is always to be strong to
avoid conceding."
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Turning up the heat,

Benzema drew a stunning save
from Herrera, although he was
offside, then neatly slipped
through Rodrygo Goes, who
fired over.

The French striker won a
penalty when he was shoved
over by David Garcia, who was
sent off, but hit the crossbar

with his effort. Moments later
Benzema had the ball in the
net, but it was disallowed for
offside.

The draw means Barcelona
lead Madrid on goal difference
after seven games, with both
teams on 19 points and unbeat-
en. It is the first time the
Catalans lead the league at the
end of a fixture round since
June 2020.

"We have to celebrate, they
had won all their games and we
came back from a goal down,
the team did great work and
played a great game," said
Arrasate.

"If Madrid's players weren't
offside then the goalkeeper's
position would have been dif-
ferent (for the opening goal)."

Earlier Real Sociedad, sev-
enth, came out on top after an
eight-goal thriller at Montilivi.

Norwegian striker
Alexander Sorloth hit a first-
half brace for the visitors either
side of goals for Girona's
Rodrigo Riquelme and Arnau
Martinez.

Valentin Castellanos put
Girona ahead but Brais Mendez
and Martin Zubimendi struck
in the space of six minutes to
restore the Basque side's lead.

Takefusa Kubo made the
game safe for La Real late on.

Real Betis fell to a narrow
defeat at Celta Vigo, playing
most of the game with 10 men
after Luiz Felipe's 20th-minute
red card.

Gabriel Veiga slammed
home in the opening stages
from distance for the hosts at
Balaidos and they moved 10th
while Betis remained fourth.

Espanyol and Valencia
shared a thrilling 2-2 draw
which saw both sides reduced
to 10 men after red cards for
Martin Braithwaite and Marcos
Andre respectively.
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Kingsley Coman gave world
champions France a much-

needed boost after the forward
returned to training with his
club Bayern Munich on
Monday following an absence
of almost a month.

The 26-year-old missed
France's Nations League
matches against Austria and
Denmark in September due to
a torn thigh muscle.

However, on Monday
Coman was able to pass the ball
around with team-mates
Benjamin Pavard, Dayot
Upamecano and Matthijs de
Ligt, earning a slap on the back
from coach Julian Nagelsmann
and applause from his team-
mates.

Bayern will be expected to
make it three wins form three
Champions League group
matches when they host point-
less Czech side Viktoria Plzen
on Tuesday.

Nagelsmann may save
Coman for Saturday's high-
profile Bundesliga clash
between his third-placed side
and Borussia Dortmund --
who are fourth level on points
with Bayern -- instead of giv-
ing him a run out against
Plzen.

Coman's return is wel-
come news for France who are
struggling both on the pitch
and off it with several stars
injured and battling to be fit for
the World Cup finals which
begin in Qatar in less than two
months.

Paul Pogba, who scored in
the 4-2 win over Croatia in the
2018 World Cup final, is
among the players sidelined
and another key midfielder
N'Golo Kante also missed the
recent Nations League match-
es through injury.

Presnel Kimpembe, Lucas
and Theo Hernandez, Lucas
Digne and captain and first-
choice goalkeeper Hugo Lloris
were other absentees from the
Nations League matches which
were coach Didier Deschamps
final preparation games before
the World Cup.
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US Open semi-finalist
Frances Tiafoe said he was

"flying high on confidence"
after beating Yasutaka
Uchiyama 6-3, 6-4 in the first
round of the Japan Open on
Monday.

The American made a
name for himself when he
stunned Rafael Nadal on his way
to a shock final-four appearance
at Flushing Meadows last month
before playing a starring role at
the Laver Cup.

The world number 19 is
playing his first singles tourna-
ment since the US Open this
week in Tokyo and he dis-
patched Japanese wild card
Uchiyama with little fuss.

Tiafoe said he was "not
really feeling any pressure"
despite his recent achievements
putting him firmly in the spot-
light.

"Every day is different, guys
may play well and they may beat
you -- you've got to live with it,"
he said. "I'm flying high on con-
fidence and I'm just staying with
my process."

Tiafoe will play Bernabe
Zapata Miralles in the second
round after the Spaniard beat
Japan's Taro Daniel 7-5, 7-5.

Tiafoe did not lose a single
service game against Uchiyama
and closed the match out in 1hr,
12min.

"I hit the ball well from the
ground, I moved well, made first
serves when I needed them," he
said. "It was straight sets, I did-

n't get broken -- it could be
worse."

Spain's Pedro Martinez
also advanced to the second
round with a 7-5, 6-4 win over
Australia's Alexei Popyrin,
while American Brandon
Nakashima beat Japan's
Shintaro Mochizuki 6-3, 6-2.

Norwegian top seed
Casper Ruud will play Spain's
Jaume Munar in his opening
game on Tuesday, while
Australian Nick Kyrgios takes
on Taiwan's Tseng Chun-hsin
later in the day.
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Novak Djokovic claimed
his third title of 2022 and

89th of his career with an
impressive straight-sets victo-
ry over Marin Cilic in the Tel
Aviv final on Sunday.

The 35-year-old Djokovic
triumphed 6-3, 6-4 to add the
Israeli trophy to victories in
Rome and Wimbledon this
season.

It was Djokovic's 19th win
over Cilic in 21 meetings in a
rivalry stretching back to 2008.

Djokovic was playing his
first singles tournament since
wrapping up a seventh
Wimbledon crown and 21st
Grand Slam title in July.

On Sunday, Djokovic
broke Cilic in the second
game of the final and pocket-
ed the first set with a fourth
ace after 47 minutes on court.

Former US Open winner
Cilic, chasing a 21st career title
but first of 2022, was broken
in the first game of the second
set and the 34-year-old never
recovered.
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Holders Lyon were given
a tough draw in the

women's Champions League
on Monday in a group which
includes Arsenal and
Juventus.

Lyon beat 2021 champi-
ons Barcelona 3-1 in May,
and are in a Group C which
includes the Gunners, the
2007 champions, powered by
star Dutch striker Vivianne
Miedema, Juve and Swiss
side Zurich.

Barca benefited from a
more lenient draw in a
Group D alongside Germans
Bayern Munich, Rosengard
of Sweden and Portuguese
club Benfica.

English giants Chelsea,
vice-champion of Europe in
2021, and with a star line-up
including Pernille Harder
and Sam Kerr, headline a
tough Group A which also
includes Paris Saint-
Germain, semi-finalists in
the last three editions, and
the ambitious Real Madrid.

Outsiders in the group

are Vllaznia Shkoder, the
first Albanian women's foot-
ball club to climb into the
European top-16.

In Group B, the
Germans of Wolfsburg are
favourites ahead of the
Czechs Slavia Prague,
Austrians St. Poelten and the
Italy's Roma, novices in the
elite European competition.

Group stage matches
take place between October
19 and December 22 with
the top two teams from each
group qualifying for the
quarter-finals.
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Group A: Chelsea (ENG),
Paris Saint-Germain (FRA),
Real Madrid (ESP), Vllaznia
Shkoder (ALB).
Group B: Wolfsburg (GER),
Slavia Prague (CZE), St.
Poelten (AUT), Roma (ITA).
Group C: Lyon (FRA),
Arsenal (ENG), Juventus
(ITA), Zurich (SUI).
Group D: Barcelona (ESP),
Bayern Munich (GER),
Rosengard (SWE), Benfica
(POR)
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The Indian men's hockey
team will tour Australia to

play a five-matcFh 'Test series'
in November-December.

The Indians, currently
ranked fifth, will face the world
number one Australians in
five matches between
November 26 and December 4
at the MATE Stadium in
Adelaide.

The second, third and
fourth matches will be played
on November 27, November 30
and December 3.

It will be the first time the
two sides will be meeting since
the Kookaburras beat India for
the Gold medal at the
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham in August.

The five-match 'Test series'
will be invaluable outings for
both the side in preparation for
the 2023 Men's World Cup to
be held in Odisha in January
next year.

The Indian women's team

will also be playing against the
Australian women in a series of
matches in May next year, for
which the dates are yet to be
confirmed.

A senior national Indian
hockey team has not played in
Australia since the 2018
Commonwealth Games in
Gold Coast.

"From the moment we
raised the prospect of hosting
these matches in Adelaide, the
South Australian Government
has shown enormous enthusi-
asm and eagerness to host, so
we are delighted to bring these
series to South Australia," said
Hockey Australia CEO David
Pryles in a statement.

"Australia and India have
developed a fierce rivalry on
the hockey pitch in recent
times. Coupled with there
being a large and passionate
Indian population in Adelaide,
there is no doubt this series will
be a hot ticket to get hold of
and attract terrific crowds,"
he added.
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The Indian men's team, led
by seasoned campaigner G

Sathiyan, kept its hopes alive
for a knock-out stage berth,
beating Kazakhstan 3-2 in a
closely fought group league tie
of the World Table Tennis
Championship here on
Monday.

For the women's team,
after a heartbreaking close
defeat against Germany, Sreeja
Akula and company prevailed
over Egypt 3-1 to qualify for the
pre-quarterfinals.

The men's team now needs
to beat France in the final
group league match to finish on
top of group 2 table.

In case the Indian team
loses to France and Germany
happens to beat Kazakhstan,
then there will be a three-way
tie between India, Germany
and France.

After the high of beating
Germany, Sathiyan started the
new tie in earnest, making
short work of Denis Zholudev
in straight games. Sathiyan
won 11-1, 11-9, 11-5.

However, Harmeet Desai
had a poor outing against Kirill

Gerassimenko to lose 6-11 8-
11 9-11 in quick time.

But, young Manav Thakkar
beat Alan Kurmangaliyev 12-
10, 11-1, 11-8.

With 2-1 lead, Sathiyan
was expected to close the tie in
the fourth rubber but Kirill
pipped the Indian ace 6-11, 11-
5, 12-14, 11-9, 11-6 to restore
parity.

However, Harmeet was in
his element against
Kazakhstan's weakest link
Jholudev whom he beat 12-10,
11-9, 11-6.

In the women's event, the
Commonwealth Games mixed
doubles gold medallist Sreeja
Akula won the first and fourth
rubbers to clinch a place for
India in the knock-out stages.

After a poor outing
against Germany, Manika
Batra won the second rubber
while Diya Chitale ended sec-
ond best against her oppo-
nent.

Sreeja beat Goda Han 11-
6-11-4, 11-1 and Dina Mishref
11-8, 11-8, 9-11, 11-6 while
Manika struggled past Dina 8-
11, 11-6, 11-7, 2-11, 11-8 in five
games to help India win the
match.

�����	���
�����
)�,)��
��������
�(�)���0,)<��+
���
�6
9��'���,����
(�)��������������
')
����)���������


�������
��
������
+���(
)


((��������*��)��
)����
�(
)'���
+�<��)
,��

�����	���
���	��	������	��������
'( &�)#*�����&#"�%&
� ��!�� +�&,��
'�$�#�

�-�@�&�;@78-'���-��F
�@�&����)8����&'&�

�- . /%*��%&����"�/%/�)%&#"�) ��01�!�*#������%�"�

*���������������������$* ������
���
%�	�������#��������	��������������'�	�

������	��<�	���63
���	��	4��3	>������
27��	����<	��	���



�6
)��:;������������������ ����������� �!"!!

����■ ����	

It may be an inconsequential game on
paper but Indian bowlers await anoth-
er tough test against South Africa

ahead of the T20 World Cup when the
two teams meet in the final game of the
three-match series here on Tuesday.

Having sealed their first-ever series
against South Africa at home, Indian
team management has decided to rest its
premier batter Virat Kohli and vice-cap-
tain KL Rahul for the final game.

"Yes, both Virat and Rahul have been
rested from the final T20I," said a BCCI
official.

After the final game against the
Proteas, Kohli and Rahul will link up with
the squad in Mumbai from where the
team is scheduled to leave for Australia
on October 6 for the T20 World Cup.

It is expected that standby batter
Shreyas Iyer will replace Kohli for the
final game in the playing XI. With
Rahul also rested, either Suryakumar
Yadav or Rishabh Pant will open along-
side with Rohit Sharma.

With no second reserve batter in the
squad, Shahbaz Ahmed or one among
Mohammed Siraj or Umesh Yadav could
get a look-in.

Since their early exit from the T20
World Cup 12 months ago, the Indian
batting has come a long way and looks
formidable ahead of the next edition
beginning later this month.

Majority of the batters remain the
same from the UAE edition but it is the
drastic change in approach which has
made the difference.

Heading into the ICC event, India's
high-profile top-three have hit top form
including Rahul who allayed concerns
about his strike rate with a sublime effort
on Sunday.

Kohli has batted a 140 plus strike rate
since the Asia Cup that includes three 50s
and a much-awaited hundred. Skipper
Rohit has come up with impactful
innings over the course of the six games
at home against Australia and South
Africa.

Number four Suryakumar Yadav is
in a league of his own and seems to be
batting at a much higher level than his

teammates, so much so that Rohit is con-
templating to play him straight in the
team's World Cup opener against
Pakistan on October 23.

Pant is yet to bat in the series and
though Dinesh Karthik got seven balls in
the second T20, he too would be hoping
to get a hit in the middle.

Jasprit Bumrah's absence has com-
pounded India's bowling woes, especial-

ly in the death overs, but the team needs
to find a way if the star pacer doesn't get
fit in time for the ICC event.

Deepak Chahar, who is among
World Cup reserves, has been impressive
with the new ball but question marks
remain over his efficacy towards the back
end of the innings.

Arshdeep Singh has made an impact
both with new and old ball but was
unusually expensive on Sunday. Having
bowled as many as three no balls, it was
a forgettable night for the left-arm
pacer who would be eager to bounce
back.

The variations that Harshal Patel
relies on to keep the batters in check have
not been producing the desired results
since his return from injury.

Red ball great R Ashwin is yet to get
a wicket in the series and India will be
looking to him for wickets in the mid-
dle overs.

Drafted into the squad in Bumrah's
absence, Siraj could also get to play at
Holkar Stadium but India might contin-
ue with the out of rhythm Harshal Patel
as he would need more game time post
injury.

In the extreme humidity of
Guwahati, the South Africa pacers strug-
gled to grip the ball and ended up offer-
ing far many full tosses to the Indian bat-
ters. They would want to rectify that.

Despite the series loss, there has been
plenty of positives for the visitors in the
batting department. Continuing his
menacing form this year, David Miller
smashed an unbeaten hundred while
Quinton de Kock got much needed runs
before the World Cup.

The biggest concern for the Proteas
is the form of their skipper Temba
Bavuma, who is yet to score a run in the
series.
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Opener Sabbhineni Meghana
(69) batted with authority

to record her maiden T20I half-
century as India defeated
Malaysia by 30 runs via the
Duckworth-Lewis method in
the rain-curtailed Asia Cup
match here on Monday.

Replacing vice-captain
Smriti Mandhana at the top,
Meghana hit a career-best 69 off
53 deliveries to help India post
181 for 4.

In reply, Malaysia were tot-
tering at 16/2 in 5.2 overs when
rain stopped play, far behind the
46-run mark which was the D/L
par score when the match was
called off.

With the win, India moved
to the second spot on the points
table -- with four points --
behind Pakistan.

Meghana took the
Malaysian bowling attack to
the sword as she brought up her
career-best score in the format
after India were asked to bat.

The big-hitting Shafali
Verma, who is struggling for

form, also pitched in but the
teenager looked scratchy for the
most part of her 46-run knock.

Meghana made most of the
opportunity provided to her as
she donned the role of the
aggressor from the very first
ball.

She milked boundaries
every over, hitting the ball all
across the ground in the pow-
erplay as India fetched 47/0 in
the first six overs.

She was dropped on 14 by
skipper Winifred Duraisingam
(2/36) in the third over and the
right-hander made the
Malaysian's pay for the error as
she raced to fifty with a bound-
ary.

Poor fielding only added to
Malaysia's woes as the Indian
women looked on course for a
200-plus score.

However, Duraisingam got
the big-wicket of Meghana. The
Indian looked to drive only to
chip the ball straight into the
hands of extra cover, sending
the entire Malaysian team into
frenzy.

Shafali, who had played the

second second fiddle to perfec-
tion, smashed a couple of sixes
but failed to carry on the
momentum once Meghana was
out.

Richa Ghosh was elevated
to the number three spot and
the young wicketkeeper played
a fluent 33-run knock, finding
the gaps beautifully.

But Shafali struggled to
accelerate as Malaysia tight-
ened their bowling and fielding
while also triggering a mini-bat-
ting collapse.

In the eventful penultimate
over, Shafali was bowled by 17-
year-old Nur Dania Syuhada
(2/9) off the first delivery before
the spinner got rid of Kiran
Navgire (0) in the next ball.

It would have been three-
wicket haul for the teenager had
Richa not been dropped at deep
mid-wicket on 31.

Defending 181, spinners
Deepti Sharma (1/10) and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad (1/6)
got rid of openers Winifred
Duraisingam (0) and Wan
Julia (1) before rain stopped
play.
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Just as Virat Kohl's 'selfless
knock' won the hearts of

cricket lovers here on Sunday
night, the boisterous crowd that
cheered the game drew praise
from the ace player too.

Kohli missed a half-centu-
ry by a whisker as he remained
unbeaten at 49 with India set-
ting a target of 238 for South
Africa.

The capacity crowd of near-
ly 39,000 at the Assam Cricket
Association (ACA) Stadium

here had the loudest cheers
reserved for the former Team
India captain.

Praising the massive sup-
port, Kohli expressed his grat-
itude to the crowd on Twitter.

"Great game. Terrific
atmosphere. Thank you
Guwahati," the star player wrote,
sharing pictures of the game, in
a post-midnight Tweet.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who was among
the crowd for the match, shared
the Tweet and wrote: "Thank
you so much @imVkohli ."

Kohli's fans, who ignored
humid conditions and missed
Durga Puja festivities on Sunday
to watch their favourite cricketer
in action, also responded with
the same love on the micro-
blogging site.

Cricket follower and jour-
nalist Bidisha Singha wrote:
"Thank u Champ! What a self-
less knock..."

Kohli had also posed for
photographs with fans during
net practice at the stadium on
match eve, drawing praise from
the game lovers.
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India's pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
has been ruled out of the ICC T20

World Cup due to a back injury, the
BCCI announced on Monday.

That Bumrah is ruled out of the big-
ticket event due to a stress fracture was
first reported by the PTI on September
29.

Bumrah's absence will certainly
affect India's chances in the marquee
event in Australia as death bowling still
remains a grey area.

The BCCI was awaiting medical
reports while the pacer did his rehab at
the National Cricket Academy but it was
a foregone conclusion that he would be
out for months.

"The BCCI Medical team has ruled
out Team India fast bowler Jasprit
Bumrah from the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup squad. The decision was taken fol-
lowing a detailed assessment and in con-
sultation with the specialists," BCCI sec-
retary Jay Shah said in a statement.

Bumrah was initially ruled out of the
ongoing three-match T20I series against
South Africa due to a back injury.

While the BCCI will be naming a
replacement for Bumrah in the squad for
the marquee tournament soon, one
among Mohammed Shami and Deepak
Chahar will make it to the main squad.
Jammu and Kashmir pacer Umran
Malik is expected to be named in the
standby list.
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Dawid Malan hit a brilliant
half-century and pace

bowler Chris Woakes took three
wickets as England thrashed
Pakistan by 67 runs in Lahore on
Sunday to win the seven-match
T20 international series 4-3.

Malan hit a 47-ball 78 not
out and was ably supported by
Harry Brook (46 not out) and
Ben Duckett (30) to lift England
to 209-3 in 20 overs.

The visitors then restricted
the home team to 142-8 to end
their first tour to Pakistan in 17
years with a series victory.

England won the first, third,
sixth and seventh games while
Pakistan won the second, fourth

and fifth.
Pakistan never recovered

from losing the in-form Babar
Azam and Mohammad Rizwan,
their top run-scorer in the series,
in the opening two overs.

Woakes had Azam caught at
short cover for four before Reece
Topley bowled Rizwan for one
with his second delivery.

Shan Masood's 43-ball 56
came in vain as Pakistan were
never in the hunt for their high-
est successful chase.

Pakistan's best chase in a
T20I was the 208 they achieved
against the West Indies in
Karachi last year.

Khushdil Shah made 27 off
25 balls and added 53 for the
fourth wicket with Masood but

leg-spinner Adil Rashid
removed him to break the stand.

Woakes, who took 3-26,
dismissed Asif Ali (seven) and
had Masood caught brilliantly by

Adil Rashid in the 19th over to
end Pakistan's hopes.

Earlier, Malan and Brook
led England's recovery from a jit-
tery 39-2 with openers Alex

Hales (18) and Phil Salt (20)
gone after a quick 39-run start
-- both falling in the fifth over.

Dropped twice by Pakistan
skipper Azam on 29 and

Mohammad Wasim on 62,
Malan struck eight fours and
three sixes in the 13th half-cen-
tury of his T20I career.

Malan added 62 for the
third wicket with Duckett to put
the innings back on track.

Brook, dropped on 24 by
Azam off Haris Rauf, struck four
sixes and a four in his 29-ball
innings and added 108 for the
fourth wicket with Malan in 10.1
overs.

For Pakistan, fast bowler
Mohammad Hasnain took 1-32
while fellow paceman Wasim
went for 61 runs in four wick-
et-less overs.

England took the attack to
Pakistan and scored 60 in their
last five overs.
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Formidable South African
batter David Miller has a

firm belief that the series-
defeat against India won't make
them a lesser force at the fast-
approaching T20 World Cup as
he cited Australia's title tri-
umph in the previous edition
despite their wretched run
ahead of the big-ticket event.

South African top-order
batters struggled badly while
their bowlers were also not at
their best on Sunday as India
took an unassailable 2-0 lead in
the three-match series with a
16-run win in the second game
here.

The loss will hurt them lit-
tle, said Miller, saying Australia
had also struggled badly in
2021 but eventually they
became the world champions.
Australia had entered the
World Cup after five back-to-
back series defeats in the for-
mat.

"There're a lot of stories in
the past with one being
Australia not doing too well
before the World Cup, and then
they end up winning the World
Cup. So I don't think it's too
much to worry about," Miller

told reporters at the post-
match interaction here.

"We've built up a really
good squad over the last year
and a half. We get on really well
with each other. We've linked
in nicely, great partnerships.
We've won a lot of series last
year.

"To have lost the series
tonight was obviously very
disappointing, but in the past

we've really competed well and
at least we can walk away with
our heads held high, but it is
still disappointing losing the
series."

The Temba Bavuma-led
side was set a stiff target of 238
but the skipper departed with-
out bothering the scorer for the
second successive time. Rilee
Rossouw also scored a duck.

However Miller produced
a counter-attacking knock of
106 not out from 47 balls and
was well-supported by Quinton
de Kock's 48-ball 69 not out to
make a match of it.

"We didn't bat well the pre-
vious game. We didn't start this
game too well but we managed
to get a really good partnership
and put on a competitive game
at the end of it," he said.

Miller, though, chose not
be very "harsh" on his bowlers.

"There were over 400 runs
in the game, I don't want to be
too harsh on the bowlers, but
I think that there was a little bit
of lack of execution at times.

"But they were really good
in the previous game --
extremely good. A few areas
that we can work on still lead-
ing up to the World Cup, so we
still have time."
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Saurashtra's middle and
lower-order showed a lot

of stomach for fight, adding
281 runs by No. 6 to 8 batters,
but Rest of India remained
firm favourites to win the
Irani Cup match here on
Monday.

At stumps on third day,
Saurashtra reached to 368/8,
riding on half-centuries from
the quartet comprising
Sheldon Jackson (71), Arpit
Vasavada (55), Prerak
Mankad (72) and skipper
Jaydev Unadkat (78 batting).

The overall lead is 92
runs now and Saurashtra will
like to stretch it to at least 175
in order to set the cat among
the pigeons.

With 276 runs in arrears,
Saurashtra were literally star-
ing at a humiliating innings
defeat after being reduced to
87 for 5 before lunch.

However, Jackson and
Vasavada, who have bailed
Saurashtra out many-a-times
in the past, added 117 runs for
the sixth wicket to steady the
ship. But, it was the 144-run
eighth wicket stand between
Unadkat and all-rounder
Mankad that raised visions -
- however improbable it may
look at the moment -- of
pulling off a heist.

The duo not only had a
century stand but also scored
the runs at a quick clip -- in
only 29.3 overs -- to keep the

contest alive.
If it was Jackson who took

the attack back to the oppo-
sition by repeatedly stepping
out to left-arm spinner
Saurabh Kumar (3/80 in 25
overs) to disturb his length,
the pair of Unadkat and
Mankad used the extra pace
of Kuldeep Sen (3/85 in 16
overs) and Umran Malik
(0/59 in 16 overs) to their
advantage.

They hit six sixes from
the bowling of Jackson,
Vasavada and Unadkat.

Cheteshwar Pujara (1)
would like to forget this Irani
Cup match in a hurry as a
rookie pacer like Kuldeep
made life difficult for him
with his extra pace and
bounce.

On this ground, Pujara
has hardly failed but his lack
of feet movement and late
reaction to deliveries with
that extra kick will surely not
go unnoticed as far as selec-
tors Chetan Sharma and Sunil
Joshi are concerned.

The problems that has
been his undoing at the Test
level is now resurfacing at the
domestic level where he ear-
lier used to rule.

Bowlers with extra pace
at the domestic level are also
asking Pujara probing ques-
tions. Kuldeep got one to rear
up from length on the off-
stump and Pujara just dan-
gled his bat with KS Bharat
taking an easy catch.
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