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Millions of Meta’s Facebook
users have lost majority of

their followers on the social
media platform due to
unknown reasons.

Meta founder and CEO
Mark Zuckerberg has report-
edly lost over 119 million fol-
lowers which has brought
down his follower count to
below 10,000.

“Facebook created a tsuna-
mi that wiped away my almost
900,000 followers and left only
9,000 something on the shore.
I kind of like Facebook’s com-
edy,” exiled Bangladeshi writer
Taslima Nasreen tweeted.

A Meta spokesperson said,
“We’re aware that some people

are seeing inconsistent follow-
er count on their Facebook
profiles. We’re working to get
things back to normal as quick-
ly as possible and we apologise
for any inconvenience.”

Meanwhile, Meta has
claimed that a report in the
Wire ( portal) — which sug-
gested BJP IT cell chief Amit
Malviya was part of the firm’s
controversial XCheck pro-
gramme — was “inaccurate”
and appeared to be based on
“fabricated” documentation. 

However, the news portal
reported that Meta’s claims
were in stark contrast to an
internal email asking its
employees “how the hell” the
same document had been
“leaked”.
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Gory details have come out
from the sensational

human sacrifice and black
magic case from Elanthoor in
Pathanamthitta district of
Kerala, pointing to a possible
cannibalism angle. 

Police are also not ruling
out more such cases master-
minded by main accused
Mohammed Shafi (52).

A day after the arrest of
Shafi (52), Bhagawal Singh
(68) and Laila (58) in connec-
tion with “human sacrifice”,
reports said the Singh couple
consumed the flesh and blood
of the two kidnapped women
as a ritual connected with the
sorcery. The two poor women
Rosily and Padma were kid-
napped by Shafi.

H Nagaraju, City Police
Commissioner, Ernakulam,
who briefed the media about
the status of the case on
Wednesday did not rule out
such a possibility. 

“There’s some information
that the accused ate parts of the
body after killing the victims.
It is being investigated. We have
to conduct DNA analysis and
other scientific examinations
before reaching a conclusion. 

“We have seized a book on
sorcery from the house of
Bhagawal. The Special
Investigating Team is probing
all angles,” said Nagaraju.

The Police Commissioner
disclosed that Shafi was a psy-
chopath as well as sexual per-
vert. “He had molested and
assaulted a 75-year old woman
in Ernakulam district in 2020.
Bhagwal and Laila told us that

he inflicted injuries with a
knife on the private parts of
Rosely and Padma before he slit
their throats and hacked their
bodies into 56 pieces,” he said.

The remand report says
Shafi who had lured Padma
with the promise of lucrative
assignment reached the house
of Bhagaval Singh and Laila at
Elanthoor around 4 pm on
September 26. 

“At the bedroom located in
the central part of the house,
Padma demanded money from
the accused persons. Following
the argument, they strangled
Padma using a plastic rope. 

When Padma became
unconscious, she was shifted to
another bedroom on the west-
ern side of the house. Shafi
inflicted injuries on Padma’s
private parts with a knife and
then slashed her throat which
led to her death. Later, the three
of them cut Padma into 56
pieces using a cleaver and
knives. 

These parts were collected
in a bucket and dumped at a pit
which was dug up in the com-
pound of the house at the
northern side,” the remand
report said. 

In the interrogation, the
three reportedly confessed to

have similarly killed  Rosily
Varghese of Ashokapuram,
Aluva in June. She, was taken
to the couple’s house at
Elanthoor on the promise of a
role in a movie for  �10 lakh.
“Rosily’s hands and legs were
tied to the bed in a room in the
centre of the house. A piece of
cloth was inserted into her
mouth which was also taped
with plaster. She was stabbed by
Shafi and her throat was
slashed. Later, her private parts
were cut and preserved.  The
accused then cut up her body
into several pieces and collect-
ed them in a bucket. The body
parts were later dumped in a pit
dug at the eastern part of the
house,” stated the report.
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Family members of organ
donors, transgender, and

well-know Kannad actress on
Wednesday joined the Rahul
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra
which continued to receive
participation from various
quarters and civil society
groups.

The Congress roped in
hundreds of family members of
organ donors on Wednesday to
highlight organ donation when
the yatra was passing through
Chitradurga district.

Members of the transgen-
der community of Karnataka
met Rahul and shared their sto-
ries with him, while highlight-
ing the need for generating
employment for them. They
also spoke about the need for
a new transgender policy at
national level which will pro-
vide them job opportunities
based on their education.

The Congress said 33
“yatris” marching with Rahul

pledged their eyes for 
donation. 

The organ donors, whose
family members walked with
Rahul, were: late National Film
Award-winning Best Actor
Sanchari Vijay who died in a
motorcycle accident;

Rakshitha, a PUC student from
Chikkamagaluru district, who
suffered a head injury after
falling off a bus; and Veda
Manjunath, who had an acci-
dent on the Hubballi-Dharwad
bypass Highway.

Continued on Page 2
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved

amendments to the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies Act to
bring transparency and
accountability in the sector as
well as reform the electoral
process.

Cabinet meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
also approved a �6,000 crore
scheme known as Prime
Minister’s Development
Initiative for North East Region
(PM-DevINE) to support
infrastructure, industries and
other livelihood projects in
the Northeastern States.

Briefing media, I&B
Minister Anurag Thakur said
the Multi-State Cooperative
Societies (Amendment) Bill,
2022, seeks to amend the
Multi-State Cooperative
Societies Act, 2002, for improv-
ing ease of doing business,
bringing greater transparency
and enhance governance.  The
Government plans to bring

the amendment Bill in the
upcoming Winter Session of
Parliament, Thakur said. 

At present, India has more
than 1,500 multi-state cooper-
ative societies spread across the
country promoting economic
and social betterment of their
members based on the princi-
ples of self-help and mutual aid. 

Giving major highlights of
the Bill, Thakur said the
Government has included pro-
visions relating to representa-
tion of women and Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe mem-
bers on the board of multi-State
cooperative societies.  

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on Thursday asked
Attorney General R Venkataramani to

assure  security to a journalist who has filed a
petition against  financial frauds and insolven-
cy related illegalities by Amtek Auto Limited. 

The Bench headed Chief Justice UU Lalit
directed the Attorney General to look into the
safety concern of the journalist, who alleged that

he had been receiving threats from the compa-
ny, which is facing charges of huge loan frauds
of more than �13,000 crore. 

Journalist Jaskaran Singh Chawla in his peti-
tion said he is being stalked after he filed com-
plaints against the company  for cheating 27
banks and committing illegalities in insolven-
cy process in connivance with certain officials. 

He  sought direction from the Supreme
Court for thorough probe by CBI, ED and SFIO.
The journalist said that the probe agencies are
not acting on the massive bank scam and big
irregularities in the insolvency process. 

The journalist said in his petition that the
Amtek Group again regained control in the com-
panies using benami persons through totally ille-
gal procedures by misusing the insolvency code.
The petitioner pointed out that he was living in
Noida and faces threat to life. 

He also claimed he was once physically
attacked  after he reported and complained to
agencies of the violations and bank frauds by the
company.  

The Bench also comprising Justices
Ravindra Bhat and Ajay Rastogi appointed
Advocate Kavin Gulati as Amicus curiae. The
case is listed on November 3 for next hearing.
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The Supreme Court said on
Wednesday it is aware of

the “Lakshman Rekha” on judi-
cial review of the Government’s
policy decisions but will have
to examine the 2016 demon-
etisation decision to come to a
conclusion whether the issue
has become a mere “academic”
exercise.

Observing that when an
issue arises before a constitu-
tion bench, it is its duty to
answer, a five-judge bench
headed by Justice SA Nazeer
directed the Centre and the
Reserve Bank of India to file a
comprehensive affidavit on the
petitions challenging demon-
etisation of �500 and �1,000
currency notes. 

Attorney General R
Venkataramani submitted that

unless the Act on demonetisa-
tion is challenged in a proper
perspective, the issue will
essentially remain academic. 

He said the High
Denomination Bank Notes
(Demonetisation) Act was
passed in 1978 to provide in
public interest for demoneti-
sation of certain high denom-
ination bank notes in order to
check illicit transfer of money
harmful to the economy which
such currency notes 
facilitate. 

The top court said in order
to declare whether the exercise
is academic or has become
infructuous, it needs to exam-
ine the matter since both sides
are not agreeable. 

“In order to answer that
issue, we will have to hear and
give an answer whether it’s aca-
demic, not academic or beyond
the scope of judicial review.

The point in the case is the
Government policy and its
wisdom which is one aspect of
the matter. 

“We always know where
the Lakshman Rekha is, but the
manner in which it was done
has to be examined.”

Continued on Page 2
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ADelhi court on Wednesday
framed charges against

Olympic medallist wrestler
Sushil Kumar and 17 others in
the Chhatrasal Stadium murder
case, setting the stage for their
trial. Additional Sessions Judge
Shivaji Anand framed charges
against Kumar and other
accused under various provi-
sions of the Indian Penal Code,
including those related to mur-
der, rioting and criminal con-
spiracy. 

Kumar along with others is
accused of allegedly assaulting
former junior national
wrestling champion Sagar
Dhankar and his friends in the
parking lot of the city's
Chhatrasal stadium on May 4,
2021 over an alleged property
dispute. 

Dhankar later succumbed
to injuries and, according to the
post-mortem report, he died
due to cerebral damage result-
ing from blunt object impact.
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The Cabinet also approved
the payment of productiv-

ity linked bonus to Railway
employees for the financial
year 2021-22, said I&B
Minister Anurag Thakur.
Payment to eligible employees
is made each year before the
dussehra/puja holidays. This
year too, the amount equivalent
to 78 days wages has been paid
to about 11.27 lakh non-
gazetted Railway employees.
The maximum amount payable
per eligible railway employee is
�17,951 for 78 days. 
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The Government will
extend a one-time grant of

�22,000 crore to three State-
owned fuel retailers to cover
for the losses they incurred on
selling domestic cooking gas
LPG below cost in the last two
years. The Cabinet   approved
the one-time grant to Indian
Oil Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL).
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Retail inflation rose to five-
month high of 7.41 per cent

in September, while India’s
industrial production slipped to
an 18-month low, contracting
by 0.8 per cent in August. The
retail inflation stood at 7 per
cent in August and 4.35 per
cent in September 2021.

The two sets of data
released by the Statistics and
Programme Implementation
Ministry paint a worrying pic-
ture about the state of the
economy.  The rise in inflation
will mount pressure on the
Reserve Bank of India to con-
tinue with its monetary tight-
ening policy and further hike
the lending rate.

While the rise in inflation
has been attributed mainly to
costlier food items, India’s
industrial production (IIP) has
shrunk due to a decline in out-
put of the manufacturing and
mining sectors.

The retail inflation has
remained above the Reserve

Bank of India’s tolerance level
of 6 per cent for the ninth
month in a row. And 36 con-
secutive months above the RBI
midterm target level of 4 per
cent. Inflation in the food bas-
ket rose to 8.60 per cent in
September this year from 7.62

per cent in August.
With inflation remaining

above the 6 per cent level, the
RBI, now, will have to give a
report to the Central
Government giving reasons
for failure to contain inflation
at 4 per cent with a bias of 2 per

cent on either side.
The Centre has mandated

the RBI to ensure that retail
inflation remains in the range
of 2-6 per cent.

This will be the first time
since the onset of the Monetary
Policy Framework which came
into effect in 2016 that the RBI
will be made to explain its
actions in a report to the
Government.

In September, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said
acute imported inflation pres-
sures felt at the beginning of
this fiscal year have eased but
it still remains elevated across
food and energy items.

IIP slipped to an 18-month
low, contracting by 0.8 per
cent in August, mainly due to
a decline in output of the man-
ufacturing and mining sec-
tors, according to official data
released on Wednesday.

The data showed that the
previous low in industrial out-
put growth was a contraction
of 3.2 per cent in February
2021. Factory output, mea-
sured in terms of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP),
had expanded by 13 per cent in
August 2021. The IIP grew by
2.2 per cent in July this year.

The manufacturing sector
shrank by 0.7 per cent in
August 2022 compared to the
11.1 per cent growth recorded
in the year-ago period, as per
the data released by the
Statistics and Programme
Implementation Ministry.
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After nearly two years of
relentless pursuit to nab

the prime accused in the mur-
der of Intelligence Bureau per-
sonnel Ankit Sharma during
the 2020 northeast Delhi riots,
the Delhi Police has arrested
the 34-year-old fugitive
Mohammad Muntajim, a res-
ident of Chand Bagh area in the
National Capital. 

Mohammad — who was
declared a proclaimed offend-
er on January 5, 2021, carried
an award of �5000 — was
arrested from Meerpet in
Telangana. He is also facing
charges in five cases, including
attempt to murder and crimi-
nal intimation. 

According to the post-
mortem report, Ankit Sharma
was stabbed 52 times by sharp-
edged weapons. His body was
later fished out from a nearby
nullah. 

Detailed report on P3
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has seized

about Rs 4 crore cash and jew-
ellery during searches at several
locations linked to govern-
ment officers and business-
men in Chhattisgarh in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering case. On Tuesday, the
ED teams searched several
locations related to Deputy
Secretary to the CM, Soumya
Chaurasia in Durg, Chartered
Accountant Vijay Malu in
Devendra Nagar, Raipur,
Raigarh Collector and IAS offi-
cer Ranu Sahu's residence in
Raigarh, former MLA and
Chairman of state's Seeds
Development Corporation
Agni Chandrakar in
Mahasamund, businessman
Suryakant Tiwari in Anupam
Nagar, Raipur and mining chief
and IAS officer JP Maurya in
Raipur. Maurya is the husband
of Ranu Sahu.

In the Mahasamund dis-
trict, searches were conducted
at locations linked to politicians

and businessmen. Those under
the ED scanner are Laxmikant
Tiwari, Ajay Naidu, a close aide
of Suryakant Tiwari, District
Congress president Badal
Makkad and real estate busi-
nessman Sunny Lunia, officials
had said. Over a dozen ED offi-
cers landed at Raigarh collec-
tor Ranu Shahu's residence in
the morning for carrying out
the search operation. Separate
teams of the ED started con-
ducting raids in the morning in
state capital Raipur, Raigarh,
Mahasamund, Korba and other
districts, they said.

The seizures have been
made from both the govern-
ment officers and private enti-
ties searched by the agency,
sources said.

The ED action relates to a
money laundering investiga-

tion into alleged illegal levy
commissions sourced by cer-
tain entities from transporters
in Chhattisgarh in collusion
with the officials, including
Chattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s Deputy
Secretary Soumya Chaurasia,
they said.

The ED has taken cogni-
sance of an Income Tax
Department complaint and
chargesheet to file a case under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), they
said.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel who apparently did not
act on an Income Tax
Department communication
has termed the raids as an "act
of intimidation".

Earlier, the I-T department
had conducted raids at the
premises of businessmen asso-
ciated with steel and coal busi-
nesses.

Similar raids conducted by
the I-T department in June-July
this year covered the premises
of coal businessman Suryakant
Tiwari and Soumya Chaurasia.
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The German Ambassador
to India,  Dr Phi l ipp

Ackermann, met Chief
Minister, Arvind Kejriwal at
Delhi  Secretariat  on
Wednesday. The Ambassador
also praised the Chief
Minister and the AAP for the
revolutionar y changes
brought in Delhi
Government's schools and
hospitals.

“It was astonishing to see

Government schools become
world-class in just four to five
years and I am keen to visit
Government schools myself.
We are ready to provide

expert ise to the Delhi
Government on various issues
and we can also work togeth-
er in reducing air pollution,”
said Dr Ackermann.

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister informed
Ambassador Dr. Philipp
Ackermann that he focused
on transforming schools and
hospitals as soon as the gov-
ernment was formed.

“In particular, many steps
were taken to equip govern-
ment schools with modern
facilities. Our government

demolished the old dilapi-
dated buildings of govern-
ment schools and built new
buildings. Teachers and prin-
cipals of government schools
were sent to well-known insti-
tutions of the country and
abroad for training,” said
Kejriwal.

“After this, revolutionary
changes started in the gov-
ernment schools rapidly.  We
have been spending 25 per-
cent of our total budget on
education since the very
beginning,” said Kejriwal.
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Incarcerated Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb

Thackeray)  MP Sanjay Raut
has said that though there was
a lot of pressure on him to
“betray” his party, he did not
succumb to it, but preferred to
go to jail on the basis of
“fake” and “trumped up”
charges of money laundering
made against him.

In a letter – written to his
mother Savita R. Raut on
August 8 when he was sitting
outside a courtroom after he
got his judicial custody – that
was shared on his Twitter
handle, Raut wrote: “Even I
am fighting against injustice,
I will never bow before the
enemies of Shiv Sena, mean-
ing Maharashtra, that’s why I
must remain away from you…
Haven’t I learnt this from
you?”

“Uddhav Thackeray is my
dearest fr iend and my
‘Senapati’ (commander). The
party is facing a major crisis…
If I betray him at such a crit-
ical juncture, what face will I
show to Balasaheb…?,” Raut

asked. 
Raut, the executive editor

of Shiv Sena mouthpiece
'Saamana', said: “This is no
time to lose morale, or sur-
render, or fear as to  how I
would step outside to be
among the people"

Raut, who is currently in
judicial custody and whose
bail plea will before a court on
October 17, said that as
taught by  his mother  “never
go on the knees due to the fear
of the ED, IT, etc, which had
sent waves of panic among
many MPs, MLAs  forcing
them to abandon their respec-
tive parties. 

“I don’t want my name in
the list of ‘cheats’… Someone
has to remain firm… I have
the courage, given to me by
Balasaheb and You,” he wrote
to his mother.

Raut said that freedom
fighters Lokmanya Tilak and

Vinayak Domadar Savarkar
had to face similar treatment.

"Like you, the Shiv Sena is
also my mother. I had pressure
to betray my mother (the
party). There were threats not
to speak against the govern-
ment as it will prove costly. I
did not pay heed to the threat
which is why I am away from
you,” Raut stated in his letter
tweeted on Wednesday.

Raut, who was detained
by the ED on July 31 after a
raid on his Bhandup resi-
dence and his questioning
that lasted for more than nine
hours, was formally placed
under by the investigating
agency at 12.05 am on August
1 under sub-section (1) of sec-
tion 19 of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, 2002.
The PMLA court had earlier
remanded Raut to ED custody
till August 4.      

The ED is investigating
the alleged irregularities in a
money laundering case per-
taining to the redevelopment
of Patra Chawl by Guru
Ashish Construction Pvt Ltd
a subsidiary of Housing
Development and
Infrastructure Ltd (HDIL).
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The Punjab and Haryana
High Court on Wednesday

quashed two separate FIRs
registered against former AAP
leader Kumar Vishwas and
BJP's Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga
by the Punjab Police.  

Justice Anoop Chitkara
said that its non-interference in
the Vishwas' case would result
in a miscarriage of justice,
while the continuation of crim-
inal proceedings against Bagga
shall amount to an abuse of the
process of law.

The judge invoked Section
482 of the Code of Criminal

Procedure, which preserves
the inherent powers of the
High Court to prevent abuse of
the process of any court or to
secure the ends of justice, and
issued two separate orders to
quash the FIRs that were reg-
istered in April.

Vishwas, who is a well-
known poet too, was booked by
the Rupnagar police in Punjab
over his alleged inflammatory
statements against Kejriwal
while Bagga was booked on the
charges of making provocative
statements, promoting enmity
and criminal intimidation fol-
lowing a protest outside the
Delhi residence of the Aam
Aadmi Party convener for his
remarks on the film 'Kashmir
Files.
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The Haryana real estate
regulator y authority

(RERA), Gurugram, court on
Tuesday directed the
International  Land
Developers (ILD) not only to
refund the received principal
amount to the allottee but also
pay interest at the rate speci-
fied by the State Government.

"The authority hereby
directs the promoter (ILD) to
return the amount received by
him from the allottee with
interest at the rate as pre-
scribed under rule 15 of the
Haryana real estate (regula-
tion and development) Rules
2017 from the date of each
payment till the actual date of
refund of the amount within
the timelines provided in rule
16 of the Haryana Rules
2017," the court said while
deciding the case in favour of
aggrieved allottee.

Rule 16 of Haryana Rules
2017 states any refund shall be
payable by the promoter to

the allottee within ninety days
from the date on which such
refund has been ordered by
the court.

The complainant booked
an apartment in the ILD
Arete group housing project
signing a BBA on June 10,
2015, and its due date of pos-
session was December 10,
2019.

The promoter failed to
deliver the apartment to the
allottee even at the time mat-
ter landed in the RERA court
on August 2, 2021 com-
plainant wished to withdraw
from the project, seeking a
refund with interest.

"Keeping in view the fact
that the allottee wishes to
withdraw from the project
and demanding refund with

interest from the promoter
who failed to give possession
of the unit in accordance
with the terms of the agree-
ment for sale," said the court.

The court observed that
the due date of possession as
per the agreement for sale is
December 10, 2019, and there
is an apparent delay of one
year seven months and 23
days on the date of filing of
the complaint.

"The promoter is respon-
sible for all obligations,
responsibilities and functions
under the provisions of the
Act 2016 or the rules and reg-
ulations made thereunder or
to the allottee as per the
agreement for sale under sec-
tion 11(4)(a). The promoter
has failed to complete or is
unable to give possession of
the unit in accordance with
the terms of the agreement.
Accordingly, the promoter is
liable to return the amount
received by him in respect of
the unit with interest," the
order said.
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The Delhi Government on
Wednesday asked all fuel

stations in the national Capital
to gear up to refuel only those
vehicles which have valid
Pollution Under Control
Certificates from October 25.

In a notice issued by the
transport department, owners
of vehicles more than a year old
(except electric or battery-dri-
ven vehicles) were also asked to
get Pollution Under Control
Certificates (PUCCs) for their
vehicles.

The department is issuing
notices to vehicle owners with-
out valid PUCCs to get them
within a week or face suspen-
sion of registration certificates.

Apart from this, the city
government has also formed
teams to check buses coming
from neighbouring states at the
Anand Vihar bus terminal for
PUCCs.

The transport department
has asked vehicle owners to
obtain valid PUCCs before
October 25 to avoid inconve-

nience and action as per law.
"Driving a vehicle without

a valid PUCC is liable to attract
a penalty of Rs 10,000 and
imprisonment up to three
months or both," the notice
read.

Delhi Transport
Commissioner Ashish Kundra
said pollution control is a
shared responsibility. Sharing
the notice on his Twitter han-
dle, he said: "For those who
missed it. Pollution control is
a shared responsibility. Do
your bit this winter. Make sure
your vehicle has a valid PUC
certificate. Post 25 October, in
Delhi, no PUCC would mean
no fuel at the pumps."

The Delhi government has
intensified its crackdown on
vehicles without valid PUCCs

in an effort to control pollution
levels.

The environment depart-
ment is considering issuing a
notification mandating all deal-
ers of petrol, diesel and CNG
pumps to sell fuel to motor
vehicles only on production of
valid PUCC from October 25,
the notice read.

Earlier this month, Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai had announced that vehi-
cle owners would not be pro-
vided fuel at petrol pumps in
Delhi without showing a valid
Pollution Under Control
Certificate from October 25.

The decision was taken at
a meeting of officials from the
environment, transport and
the traffic departments on
September 29, he had said.

"Vehicular emission is one
of the key contributors to ris-
ing pollution in Delhi. It is
imperative to reduce it, and so,
it has been decided that from
October 25 petrol, diesel will
not be provided at petrol
pumps without PUC certificate
of vehicles," Rai had said.
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Close on the heels of the
death of two artistes who

died while playing the charac-
ter of Lord Hanuman and
Ravan, another artiste died
while playing the character of
Lord Shiva in Ramlila in
Machhlishahr town of Jaunpur.

The artiste, Ram Prasad
aka Chabban Pandey, suffered
a massive cardiac arrest on
stage and died on Tuesday
night. He had been playing the
role of Lord Shiva for the past
six years.

The Ramlila was stopped
after Prasad's death.

The incident took place in
Balesin village when 'aarti' was
being performed. Ram Prasad
clutched his chest and fell
down. He was immediately
rushed to a nearby medical
facility where the doctors pro-
nounced him dead.

It may be recalled that in
similar incidents, two artistes
playing the role of Lord
Hanuman and Ravan respec-
tively, died in the past few days
while performing in the
Ramlila.
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From Page 1
We have to hear the coun-

sel to decide that,” the bench,
also comprising Justices B R
Gavai, A S Bopanna, V
Ramasubramanian, and B V
Nagarathna said. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Centre,
said the court’s time should not
be “wasted” on academic issues.
Objecting to Mehta’s submission,
senior lawyer Shyam Divan,
representing petitioner Vivek
Narayan Sharma, said he was
surprised at the words “waste of
constitutional bench’s time” as
the earlier bench had said these
cases must be placed before a
constitution bench. 

Senior advocate  and former
Finance Minister P
Chidambaram, appearing for
one of the parties, said the issue
has not become academic and
has to be decided by the top
court. He said this kind of
demonetisation requires a sep-
arate Act of Parliament.
Chidambaram pointed out that
in 24 hours between November

7 and November 8 of 2016, the
decision was taken in a totally
non-transparent way to cancel
86 per cent of the currency in
circulation. 

He pointed out that on
November 7, the Government
asked RBI to recommend
demonetisation and the RBI
meeting with very less number
of members conducted the
meeting in Delhi to recom-
mend demonetisation and with-
in hours Cabinet took the deci-
sions.

“In the evening Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced the policy by putting
the Cabinet Ministers in the
room, “ said Chidambaram.
The top court has now posted
the matter for hearing on
November 9, 2022. 

On December 16, 2016, a
bench headed by then Chief
Justice TS Thakur had referred
the question of the validity of the
decision and other related mat-
ters to a larger bench of five
judges for an authoritative pro-
nouncement.

From Page 1
The Bill will incorporate

the provisions of the 97th
Constitutional Amendment. 

The amendments have
been brought to reform the
electoral process, strengthen
monitoring mechanisms and
enhance accountability. The
Bill will also widen the com-
position of board and ensure
financial discipline, besides
enabling the multi-state coop-
erative societies to raise funds.

To improve the gover-
nance of multi-State coopera-
tive societies, the Bill has spe-
cific provisions for setting up
of Cooperative Election
Authority,  Cooperative
Information Officer and
Cooperative Ombudsman. 

The election authority will
ensure that elections are held
in a fair, free and timely man-
ner, which in turn will help
reduce incidents of complaints
and malpractices. There is a
provision to debar offenders
for three years to bring in
more electoral discipline. The
ombudsman will provide for a

mechanism for redressal of
member grievances in a struc-
tured fashion, while coopera-
tive information officer will
enhance transparency by pro-
viding members timely access
to information.

Seeking to promote pro-
fessional management, the Bill
has provisions for bringing in
co-opted directors with expe-
rience in the field of banking,
management, cooperative
management and finance. The
directors having specialisa-
tion in any field relating to the
objects and activities under-
taken by such multi-State co-
operative society can be rep-
resented on the board.

The new scheme PM-
DevINE to be implemented
during the remaining four
years of the 15th Finance
Commission from 2022-23 to
2025-26, is a 100 per cent
Central Government-funded
plan and will be administered
by the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), an official
statement said.

From Page 1
Later in a post on his

Facebook page, Rahul said
he had the privilege of walk-
ing with the brave-heart fam-
ilies of these organ donors,
and they personify resilience,
empathy, and humanity.

“It was not their age to go.
Rakshitha, Veda and Vijay
went too soon. Even in death,
they gifted meaning and hap-
piness to others by donating
their organs to save lives. A
beautiful gesture of love and
sacrifice! It is the human spir-
it of care and compassion
that we must nurture and
cherish. It is too precious to be
lost to the hateful and greedy
ploys of a few,” Rahul said in
his post.

Noting that Kannada thes-
pian late Dr Rajkumar and his
late actor-son Puneeth
Rajkumar’s similar selfless
acts of donating their eyes
inspired mill ions of
Kannadigas and others, and
raised awareness on the
importance of organ donation,

Rahul said.
“I feel immensely proud to

tell you all that 33 Bharat
Yatris have pledged to donate
their eyes from this beautiful
land of Karnataka,” he said.

Talking to Rahul, a trans-
gender woman Riana Rajo
said, “The Government does
not understand what a trans-
gender community is .
Transgenders have been suf-
fering a lot and they have been
pushed to sex work for sur-
vival. The Government needs
to provide us with work
opportunities and create
employment for us.
Otherwise, the suffering is
going to continue for genera-
tions.”

“I was thrown out of my
school in the 10th standard
when I complained about a
sexual harassment by my
seniors. The management told
me to change my walking
style and behaviour. I was later
removed from the school and
for living, I had to beg or
choose sex work,” Rajo said.
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The Delhi Police’s Special
Cell has arrested a 34-year-

old man, accused of killing
Intelligence Bureau (IB) staffer
Ankit Sharma during the 2020
northeast Delhi riots, from
Meerpet in Telangana. He was
wanted in the murder and a
reward of Rs 50,000 was
declared on information lead-
ing to his arrest as he was hid-
ing since 2020.

Police said that the accused
has been identified as
Mohammad Muntajim, a res-
ident of Chand Bagh area in
Delhi. He was also previously
involved in five criminal cases
including attempt to murder,
under the Arms Act and crim-
inal intimation. Police said
that he was declared a pro-
claimed offender in the case by
the court vide order dated
January 5, 2021.

According to the post-
mortem report, Sharma was
stabbed 52 times with sharp-
edged weapons. PS Kushwah,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Special Cell said
that specific inputs were

received that the accused was
living in Telangana for the last
six months following which a
team of the Special Cell was
sent there.”Sources told police
that the accused used to visit a
particular chemist shop in
Gayatri Nagar, Meerpet. 

“The police kept watch
and on October 10, at about
5:15 PM the accused Muntajim
alias Musa Qureshi was spot-
ted going into the chemist
shop. Immediately the police
team surrounded and appre-
hended him,” said the DCP.

“On interrogation, the
accused revealed that after
doing tailoring work for some
years, he went to jail in a kid-
napping and rape case. In the
jail, he met one notorious
criminal Mujeeb of Bareilly in
Uttar Pradesh (UP),” said the
DCP. “After coming out of jail
the accused started working in
Gazipur Murga Mandi with his

maternal uncle. But in order to
meet his expenses the accused
started committing crimes,”
said the DCP.

“In 2018 the accused went
to Mumbai along with his wife
and started doing sale purchase
of goats there.  When he again
came to Delhi, he met his two
friends identified as Salman
and Sameer. On February 24,
both of them came to
Muntajim’s house in Chand
Bagh and they decided to par-
ticipate in the ongoing riots in
the city,” said the DCP. “On
February 25, all the three
accused assembled near
Firdaus Masjid, Mustafabad
and being highly radicalised
they also involved themselves
in the ongoing riots in the area
of Chand Bagh, northeast
Delhi. 

The accused Muntajim
along with his associates and
others after finding Ankit
Sharma alone near Chand
Bagh pulia murdered him. His
two friends, Salman and
Sameer, have already been
arrested in the case,” said the
DCP. 

Police said that during
investigation of the northeast
Delhi riots, 10 accused had
been arrested including the
then sitting AAP councilor
Tahir Hussain.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on

Wednesday questioned man-
aging director of India Ahead
News and Andhra Prabha
newspaper Mootha Gautam in
connection with the Delhi
Excise Policy case. 

Although he is not named
as an accused in the FIR,
another employee of the chan-
nel, Arjun Pandey, is named in
the FIR as one of the alleged
“close associates” of Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia.

The officials said that
Gautam was called to the CBI
headquarters in the morning
and grilled on various aspects
of the case, including some
transactions. The agency also
questioned Amit Arora, direc-
tor of Buddy Retail Private
Limited in Gurugram, listed in
the FIR as one of the three close
associates of Sisodia. He has
been grilled earlier also in
connection with the case, they
said.Two days ago the CBI
arrested Hyderabad-based
businessman Abhishek
Boinpally in connection with
the case. 

Boinpally, who was
allegedly lobbying for certain
liquor businessmen based in
southern India, was called for

questioning on Sunday and
when the agency found him
evading key questions it took
him into custody.

Boinpally is also not
named as an accused in the
CBI FIR but his close associate
and partner, Arun Ramchandra
Pillai, is. The two founded
Robin Distribution LLP in July
this year, according to Registrar
of Companies (RoC) database.

According to the FIR,
Sisodia’s “close associates” —
Amit Arora, Dinesh Arora and
Arjun Pandey — were “active-
ly involved in managing and
diverting the undue pecuniary
advantage collected from liquor
licensees” to the accused pub-
lic servants.

The FIR claims, based on
“source information”, that
Sisodia and the accused public
servants took decisions per-
taining to the Excise Policy
2021-22 without the approval
of competent authority with

“an intention to extend undue
favours to the licensees post
tender”.

“It was alleged that irregu-
larities were committed includ-
ing in modifications in the
Excise Policy, extending undue
favours to the licensees, waiv-
er/reduction in licence fee,
extension of L-1 licence with-
out approval, etc.,” the CBI’s
spokesperson had said.

The CBI has alleged that
Radha Industries managed by
Dinesh Arora received Rs 1
crore from Sameer Mahendru
of Indospirits.

“Source further revealed
that Arun Ramchandra Pillai
used to collect undue pecu-
niary advantage from Sameer
Mahendru for onward trans-
mission to the accused public
servants through Vijay Nair. 

A person named Arjun
Pandey has once collected a
huge cash amount of about Rs
2-4 crore from Sameer
Mahendru on behalf of Vijay
Nair,” the FIR has alleged.

The Excise Policy 2021-22,
implemented on November
17, 2021, was withdrawn by the
Delhi Government amid alle-
gations of irregularities in its
implementation. Out of 849
private vends issued licences
under the policy, about 250
were functioning that closed
down in September.
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Ahead of Diwali, the Delhi
Government on Wednesday

raised the Dearness Allowance
(DA) for daily wage workers.
With the latest revision in the
DA, the monthly wages for
unskilled labourers have been
raised from �16,506 to �16,792
per month. Similarly, the wages
for semi-skilled labourers have
been increased from �18,187 to
�18, 499 per month. The wages
of skilled workers have been
increased from �20,019 to
�20,357 per month. Speaking
about the increment for daily
wage workers, Deputy Chief
Minister, Manish Sisodia said
that amid the rising inflation, this
big step has been taken in the
interest of the labour class. 

Retail inflation rose to a
five-month high of 7.41 per cent
in September. “The Delhi
Government has hiked the
Dearness Allowance for the
unskilled working class in the
Capital. The move will benefit
unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled
and other workers in all sched-
uled employment under the
aegis of the Delhi Government.
This order shall also benefit

those in clerical and superviso-
ry jobs,” said Sisodia. “People
employed on minimum wages in
the unorganised sector should
also get the benefits of the
Dearness Allowances, which are
usually offered to State and
Central Government employ-
ees,” said Sisodia.

“Additionally, the minimum
wage rates for the supervisor and
clerical cadre of employees have
also been revised. The monthly
wages for non-matriculated
employees have been increased
from �18,187 to �18,499 and for
matriculate employees, from
�20,019 to �20,357. For graduates
and those with higher educa-
tional qualifications, the month-
ly wages have been hiked from
�21,756 to �22,146,” said Sisodia.
The DA was hiked by around
�500 in May this year as well.

Sisodia said that due to
Corona every section of society
has been affected financially and
people are suffering due to back-
breaking inflation. In such a sit-
uation, this increase will help the
labourers.

“Minimum wages in Delhi
are the highest in comparison to
any other State,” he said.
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The Delhi Government has
directed District

Magistrates (DMs) to conduct
a survey of agricultural land
that has been affected due to
the unseasonal rain and take
preventive measures to help
farmers. Revenue Minister
Kailash Gahlot has written to
Divisional Commissioner KR
Meena to issue directions to the
DMs.

“Due to unseasonal rains in
Delhi, a situation of waterlog-
ging has arisen in agricultural
land. All District Magistrates
have been directed to conduct
survey and take necessary steps
for preventive measures. Under
the leadership of CM
@ArvindKejriwal we are com-
mitted to solve the problems of

the affected people,” he said in
a tweet. In Year 2020-2021, the
crop area used for the cultiva-
tion of the paddy crops was
6,171 hectares, while the pro-

duction was recorded 29,620
metric tonnes in the national
capital. Maximum Paddy crop
farmers were located in the
Southwest district, West dis-

trict, North district, and north-
west district. The harvest of the
paddy crop intensifies in the
month of October. “In the last
few days, due to unseasonal
rains, there has been waterlog-
ging in agricultural areas and
low-lying areas. 

I received this information
from common people and
farmers that there has been
waterlogging in agricultural
areas of Delhi’s villages, with
the water level being more
than two feet, which is affect-
ing crops that are ready to be
harvested,” read the letter in
Hindi. 

Seeing the current situa-
tion, it is essential that proac-
tive measures be taken to save
the crops and human lives, he
said. “It is my request to you
that all district magistrates, in

order to assess the situation,
they should carry out a land
survey and take necessary solu-
tions, including pumping out
water using pumps. If it is
needed, instructions can be
issued under the DDMA’s con-
textual provisions,” added the
letter. Gahlot said the agricul-
ture in many parts of Delhi has
been affected due to the unsea-
sonal heavy rains in the last few
weeks.

The information gathered
from the general public and
farmers stated that the low-
lying areas have been flooded
up to 2 feet following which
ripe crops are getting damaged.

“In view of the above situ-
ation, it is necessary to reduce
the crop damage. And for the
safety of human life, proactive
action should be taken.

Therefore, I request you all the
District Magistrates to assess
the situation and conduct
ground survey in their respec-
tive districts and take necessary
preventive measures like
Drainage of water by using
pumps etc. 

If necessary, Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) will issue the
required orders issued under
the provision,” it read.”A Report
of each district of submerged
areas and the cloaked drainage
and action taken to avert the
stagnant water in future should
be submitted,” letter stated. 

Meanwhile, the national
capital has recorded 128.2 mm
rainfall so far this month, the
highest for October since 1956.
According to the India
Meteorological Department

(IMD), the city had recorded
236.2 mm rainfall in October
1956. Delhi’s all-time record
rainfall for the month is 238.2
mm, which was reported in
1954.The capital had witnessed
a late spell of monsoon rains
from September 21 to 24 due
to an interaction between a
cyclonic circulation and a low-
pressure system. 

However, the current rains
are not monsoon showers,
which receded from the city on
September 29, after giving
516.9 mm rainfall against a
normal of 653.6 mm, the IMD
had said.  The incessant rains,
the result of an interaction
between a western disturbance
and a deep trough of easterly
winds, also helped meet the
yearly quota (774.4 mm) of
precipitation.

NEW DELHI: The national
Capital reported a thick layer
of mist on Wednesday morn-
ing which lowered visibility
levels to 350 metres. The city
recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 20.2 degrees
Celsius, a notch below the
normal. The maximum tem-
perature settled at around 31
degrees Celsius.

Senior scientist at the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) R K
Jenamani said increased mois-
ture content in air due to a
prolonged spell of rain and low
temperatures led to formation
of moderate fog in Delhi. 
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Amid-entry window is like-
ly to open in November for

candidates who failed to apply
for admission to undergradu-
ate (UG) programmes within
the stipulated time announced
Delhi University on
Wednesday. According to a
senior DU official, as per a
schedule issued by the univer-
sity, the mid-entry window
will open during the third
round of the Common Seat
Allocation System (CSAS)
from November 5 to 7.

The university began the
admission process for under-
graduate courses for the 2022-
23 academic year last month.
The admissions are open for 79
UG programs across 67 col-
leges, departments, and centres.
The programmes include 206
combinations of BA courses.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Commission for Women
(DCW) chief Swati Maliwal on
Wednesday alleged that she had
been receiving rape threats
after she wrote to the Centre
demanding the ouster of film-
maker Sajid Khan from reali-
ty show ‘Bigg Boss’.

She has submitted the
complaint to the Delhi Police’s
Cyber Crime Unit and sought
immediate registration of an
FIR and arrest of the perpe-
trators.

In a letter, Maliwal had
informed Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Thakur that several women
had levelled allegations of sex-
ual harassment against Khan
during the #MeToo movement.
“In 2018, during the #MeToo
movement, over 10 actresses,
models and journalists spoke
out against Khan that led to his
suspension from the Indian
Film and Television Directors’
Association and from directing
movies for an year,” Maliwal

wrote in her letter. 
“However, recently, in an

apparent attempt to ‘white-
wash’ his image, he has been
made a ‘housemate’ in the
popular TV show Bigg Boss. 

Ever since the commis-
sion acted in the matter on
October 10, threats are being
received online on the
Instagram account of DCW
Chief Swati Maliwal.

In the threats, the men
have stated that Maliwal
deserves to be raped,” the com-
mission said. Maliwal had also
appealed to Union Minister
Thakur to take “urgent” action

and get Khan removed from
the show and banned perma-
nently. “I have been receiving
rape threats for supporting
voices of #MeToo survivors.
Clearly, these are attempts to
intimidate the commission and
thwart its statutory work. I have
submitted a complaint with
Delhi Police,” she said.

“An FIR must be registered
and such criminals need to be
arrested and put behind bars
immediately. If I can face rape
threats for doing my work,
imagine the problems the
#MeToo survivors must have
faced over the years.      SR

NEWDelhi: Delhi BJP on
Wednesday lambasted the
Kejriwal Government saying
that those who came to power
in the national Capital with the
help of Right to Information
(RTI) are themselves flouting
the norms of the Act. 

“This Government is
behaving like Hitler. When
BJP MLAs questions in Delhi
Assembly, they are thrown out
from the House. The opposi-
tion members are not allowed
to question the Government
functioning,” Leader of
Opposition in Delhi Assembly,
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri said
after reacting to the Chief
Information Commissioner
(CIC) Uday Mahurkar letter to
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena. “The Central

Information Commissioner
Uday Mahurkar has accused
Delhi Government of not pro-
viding the information and
giving misinformation under
the RTI Act. The AAP does not
answer the questions in
Assembly too,” Bidhuri alleged.”

The Government is hiding
corruption and irregularities. I
requested Lieutenant-
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
to take strict action against all

officers who have been accused
by Mahurkar of hiding infor-
mation or giving false infor-
mation,” he requested. 

Bidhuri said that the RTI
Act-2005 was made to bring
transparency in working of
the government, curb corrup-
tion and monitor functioning
of  Governments, but Delhi
Government has abandoned all
these rules. SR

NEW DELHI: The legacy
waste at the three landfill sites
in the national Capital is down
by 26.1 lakh Metric Tons (MTs)
in the past four months, effect-
ing an increase in disposal of
462 per cent compared to the
preceding three years, follow-
ing the Lieutenant-Governor
(L-G) VK Saxena’s directions to
flatten the mountain of
garbage.

As per the sources, total
waste lying at the three landfill
sites at Ghazipur, Bhalaswa
and Okhla stood at 229.1 lakh
MT in May, 2022, after the L-
G directions to the
Corporation, it came down to
203 lakh MT in September,
2022, effecting a total disposal
of 26.1 lakh MT in four months

at the rate of 6.52 lakh MT per
month by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD).
Steps taken by the Corporation
after the L-G intervention in
disposal of the legacy waste
includes, after Saxena’s visit in
May end, the faulty Trommel
Machines were repaired and
outdated machines were
replaced. The number of such
machines was increased from
six to 10 and 50 more

machines, tendering for which
are in the final stages, will be
deployed soon, sources said.

Earlier in the day, the MCD
issued an appeal to the resi-
dents, construction agencies
and other players to optimally
use the C&D waste and inert
material from the landfill sites
for their construction activities
and participate in the civic
body’s efforts to flatten these
garbage mounds.

Officials at the LG office
said that ever since Saxena
took charge as the Delhi LG in
May this year, the disposal of
legacy waste from landfill sites
in Delhi between June and
September 2022 was increased
by 462 per cent as compared to
the preceding three years. SR

Gurugram: Six people, includ-
ing two children, sustained
critical injuries after an explo-
sion was caused by firecrackers
that were stored inside a house
in Nakhrola village on
Wednesday around 3.30 PM.

According to reports, the
victims used to make fire-
crackers and stored crackers in
their house. The entire stock
reportedly exploded injuring
six people who were present
inside the house at the time.

The injured have been
identified as Jai Bhagwan (48),
Satish Kumar (45) and his rel-
ative, Tanuj (10), Manish (17)
and Chavi (11). The explosion
was so intense that the 3 roofs
of the house collapsed follow-
ing which the victims were
trapped inside it. 

The fire personnel, a police
team with a forensic team and
civil defence rushed to the
spot and rescued the victims
and rushed them to the civil
hospital Gurugram from where
they have been referred to
Safdarjung hospital in Delhi for
further treatment.

“During a preliminary
investigation we found that as
the Diwali festival is around the
corner, the victims may involve
in making firecrackers without
any prior permission.     SR
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In an effort to give a push to
use of clean energy, the Army

has decided to procure electric
vehicles(EV) including buses,
cars and two-wheelers for its
peace stations.

The plan envisages desig-
nated units at these stations
having 25 per cent light vehi-
cles (cars), 38 percent buses and
48 percent motorcycles will
be replaced with electric vehi-
cles.

Various factors unique to
the Indian Army – employa-
bility, remote locations and
operational commitments –
were considered to arrive at a
definite time-bound road map,
defence sources said here on
Wednesday. India has emerged

as one of the leaders to exceed
global targets for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by
2030 and 2070. 

“Many projects are being
implemented to reduce the
carbon emissions and depen-
dency on fossil fuels.
Introduction of Electric
Vehicles (EVs) are considered
as one of the effective steps in
that direction,” sources said.

Hence, the Army has put
into plan a roadmap to induct
EVs wherever possible consid-
ering the operational commit-
ments which will significantly
cut down emissions and depen-
dency on fossil fuels, they  said.

According to the plan, for
the initial phase, existing scarci-
ty of buses will be fulfilled by
procuring electric buses for
select peace establishments.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday issued direc-

tions that no citizen can be
prosecuted under Section 66A
of the Information Technology
Act, 2000, which it had
scrapped way back in 2015. 

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice UU Lalit said in all cases
where citizens are facing pros-
ecution for alleged violation of
Section 66-A of the Act, the ref-
erence and reliance upon the
said provision shall stand delet-
ed.

Under the annulled sec-
tion, a person posting offensive
content could be imprisoned
for up to three years and also
fined.

Underlining that liberty of
thought and expression is of
"cardinal" significance, the top
court had on March 24, 2015
done away with the provision,
saying "the public's right to
know is directly affected by
Section 66A of the Information
Technology Act". 

"We direct all Director
General of Police as well as
Home Secretaries of the states
and competent officers in
Union Territories to instruct
the entire police force in their

respective states/Union
Territories not to register any
complaint of crime with respect
to alleged violation of section
66A," said the bench, also com-
prising Justices Ajay Rastogi
and S R Bhat.

The top court clarified that
this direction shall apply only
with respect to offence pun-
ishable under section 66A, and
if in the crime in question,
other offences are also alleged,
then the reference and reliance
upon section 66A alone shall be
deleted. The bench observed
the counsel appearing for the
Centre has placed on record an
all-India status report with
regard to pending cases under
section 66A.

It observed the information
given in a tabular form does
suggest that despite the issue
regarding the validity of section
66A of the Act having been
decided by the apex court, a
number of criminal proceed-
ings still rely upon this provi-
sion and citizens are still facing
prosecution.

"Such criminal proceed-
ings, in our view, are directly in
the teeth of the directions
issued by this court in Shreya
Singhal vs Union of India
(March 2015 judgement) and
consequently, we issue follow-
ing directions….," the bench
said.

"It needs no reiteration
that section 66A of the 2000
Act has been found by this
court in Shreya Singhal vs
Union of India to be violative
of Constitution and as such, no
citizen can be prosecuted ....In
said section 66A," it said.
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Aweek after the WHO
issued an alert alleging

that Indian-made cough syrups
killed 66 kids in Gambia, the
Haryana Government has
ordered the Sonipat-based
manufacturer of the medi-
cines, Maiden Pharmaceuticals
Limited, to stop production. 

The action comes even as
the Centre has set up a four-
member panel of experts to
examine the details and adverse
event reports received from the
WHO on the kids’ mortalities.

Sources said that after
examining and analysing the
adverse event reports, causal
relationship and all related
details shared by or to be

shared by the World Health
Organization, the panel of tech-
nical experts namely Dr Y K
Gupta, Vice Chairperson,
Standing National Committee
on Medicines; Dr Pragya D.
Yadav, NIV, ICMR, Pune; Dr
Arti Bahl, Division of
Epidemiology, NCDC, New
Delhi; and A. K. Pradhan,
JDC(I), CDSCO, will advise
and recommend further course
of action to the DCGI.

It has asked the company
to explain within a week "many
contraventions" found during
a recent inspection, or face sus-
pension or cancellation of
license.

According to the sources,
Haryana’s Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and the
country’s top drug regulator,

the CDSCO  in a joint inspec-
tion, found 12 violations in the
firm's manufacturing plant and
issued notice for production to
be stopped.

On October 5, World
Health Organisation (WHO)
director-general Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, while
addressing a press conference,
had linked the cough syrups to
the deaths of the children and
had said that the international
health body would be con-
ducting inquiries into both the
manufacturer and Indian drug
regulators.

The WHO issued a med-
ical product alert and advised
all countries to remove these
products – Promethazine Oral
Solution, Kofexmalin Baby
Cough Syrup, Makoff Baby

Cough Syrup and Magrip N
Cold Syrup – from their mar-
kets, pitching for increased
surveillance within the supply
chains of countries and regions
likely to be affected by these
products.

Haryana Health Minister
Anil Vij said that a joint inspec-
tion by the State’s Food and
Drug Administration (FDA)
and the Union government’s
drug regulator, the Central
Drug Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO), found
12 violations at Maiden
Pharmaceuticals’s manufac-
turing facility and as such,
issued a notice to the compa-
ny to shut down operations.

Vij also said that samples of
the drugs from Maiden
Pharmaceuticals’s facility have

been sent to the Central Drug
Laboratory in Kolkata for test-
ing and the results of the same
are still awaited.

The aforementioned prod-
ucts were reported by the
WHO to the Gambian author-
ities in September 2022 and
subsequent laboratory analysis
found the products contained
“unacceptable amounts of
diethylene glycol and ethylene
glycol as contaminants”. While
polyethylene glycol is a food
additive used in cough syrups,
diethylene glycol and ethylene
glycol are chemicals which,
when metabolised by the
human body, can cause severe
kidney and liver damage and
can prove fatal.

The two potentially fatal
compounds are sometimes

mixed with polyethylene glycol
to cut costs, which raises two
concerns – that Maiden
Pharmaceuticals did not con-
duct adequate testing of its
products and that it sourced
raw materials for them from
unlicensed vendors.  “The firm
has not produced process val-
idation and analytical method
validation for the drug prod-
ucts in question,” the state reg-
ulator had reportedly written in
a show-cause notice. It also said
that it did not test for diethyl-
ene glycol and ethylene glycol.

Additionally, the notice
stated that the manufacturer
did not provide the batch num-
bers of three raw materials
used in the products – propy-
lene glycol, sorbitol solution
and sodium methyl paraben.

New Delhi: The BJP on
Wednesday lashed out at
Congress MP Mallikarjun
Kharge for his “…Muharram
mein naachenge” remarks, say-
ing it is not a celebration but a
mourning.

“Firstly, Muharram is not a
celebration but a mourning!
This is highly insulting to
Muslims,” BJP spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla said in a
video statement. “Mallikarjun
Kharge, the proxy presidential
candidate of the ‘pratham pari-
vaar’ of the Congress party who
will be the next remote-con-
trolled president of the
Congress in what is being con-
ducted as a farcical exercise of
an election when asked about
the 2024 prime ministerial
candidate of the Congress, said

‘Bakri Eid mein bachenge toh
Muharram mein nachenge’.
This statement is a highly
objectionable statement.
Muslims across the globe do
not celebrate Muharram. It is
not a month of celebrations.

“It is a month of sorrow
and a month of mourning.
Therefore, to say that there will
be naach-ganaa in Muharram
is extremely objectionable,”
Poonawalla said in a video
statement.

“But more importantly is
the importance of this politi-
cally loaded statement for
Rahul Gandhi and the truth
that Kharge himself has dis-
closed about the position of the
Congress party which is getting
extinct State after State,” he
added. PNS

New Delhi: The Congress pres-
idential polls will be held by a
secret ballot and no one will get
to know who voted for whom,
the party's central election
authority chairman
Madhusudan Mistry said on
Wednesday, claiming that a
level-playing field has been
ensured for both candidates.

In the polls, Shashi Tharoor
is pitted against Mallikarjun
Kharge, who is seen as a
favourite for the top party post
because of his perceived prox-
imity to Gandhi family.
However, the party and both
candidates have maintained
that Gandhis are neutral in the
polls. Addressing a press con-
ference at AICC headquarters,
Mistry said party's poll author-

ity has ensured a level playing
field. On individuals canvassing
for one candidate or the other,
the poll authority cannot stop
any individual from cam-
paigning, he said. "But as far as
the level playing field is con-
cerned, we have tried our level
best to see to it that it gets
implemented," he said in
response to a question on
Tharoor's reported comments
that some aspects of the poll
suggest an uneven playing field.

Mistry demonstrated to
reporters the ballot boxes, bal-
lot paper and how votes would
be cast. He said sealed boxes
would be transported to Delhi,
kept in a strong room at AICC
headquarters and opened in
Delhi. PNS

�%��*	������	
�
���	���	�
����
�	������
��
	
������������������������������������������ �������!"����"�������

����� ��������	

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Una and

Chamba in poll-bound
Himachal Pradesh on
Thursday. He will flag off the
Vande Bharat Express from
Una  railway station and lay the
foundation  stone of two
hydropower projects at
Chamba.

At  a public function, the
Prime Minister will  also ded-
icate IIIT Una to the nation and
lay the foundation stone of a
Bulk Drug Park in Una to be
built at a cost of Rs 1900 crore.
After that, in a public function
at Chamba, the Prime Minister
will lay the foundation stone of
two hydropower projects and
launch the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)-
III in Himachal Pradesh.

The drug  park will help
reduce dependence on API
imports. It is expected to attract
investment of around Rs.
10,000 crores and provide
employment to more than
20,000 people. 

It will also give a fillip to
economic activities in the
region, according  to the Prime
Minister's Office. The Prime
Minister will dedicate the IIIT
Una to the nation. Its founda-
tion stone was laid by the
Prime Minister in 2017.
Currently, more than 530 stu-
dents are pursuing studies in
this Institute.

He  will also flag off the
inaugural run of the new Vande
Bharat Express. Running from
Amb Andaura to New Delhi, it

will be the fourth Vande Bharat
train to be introduced in the
country and is an advanced
version compared to the earli-
er ones, being much lighter and
capable of reaching higher
speed in shorter duration. It
accelerates to 100 Km/h in
just 52 seconds.

The introduction of the
train will help boost tourism in
the region and provide a com-
fortable and faster mode of
travel. Modi  will lay the foun-
dation stone of two hydropow-
er projects – the 48 MW
Chanju-III Hydro-electric
Project and the 30 MW
Deothal Chanju Hydro-electric
Project.

Both these projects will
generate over 270 million units
of electricity annually and
Himachal Pradesh is expected
to get annual revenue of around
Rs. 110 crore from these pro-
jects.

He will also launch
PMGSY-III for upgradation of
around 3125 kms of roads in
the State. More than Rs. 420
crore has been sanctioned by
the Central Government under
this phase for the upgradation
of 440 kms of roads in 15 bor-
der and far flung Blocks of the
State, said the PMO statement. 
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the

Centre to furnish by October
31 its affidavit in response to
petitions challenging the valid-
ity of certain provisions of a
1991 law, which prohibit filing
of a lawsuit to reclaim a place
of worship or seek a change in
its character from what pre-
vailed on August 15, 1947. 

When a Bench headed by
Chief Justice U U Lalit was told
the Centre has not yet filed its
response to the petitions,
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Government, said it is under
consideration as to what to
respond to and whether to
respond. 

One of the petitioners and
BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy pointed out that the
Centre has not yet replied to
their petitions, seeking the
stand of the Government. The
Bench, also comprising Justices
Ajay Rastogi and SR Bhat,
asked Mehta how much time
was required to submit the affi-
davit.

"Two weeks, that is what
my instruction is," Mehta said,
adding some time was needed
considering the sensitivity of
the matter. "On the last occa-
sion, Tushar Mehta, Solicitor-
General, had prayed for some
time to place his submissions
on record by way of an affidavit
in response. Solicitor-General
prays for further time of two

weeks to do the needful. Let the
affidavit in that behalf be filed
on or before October 31," the
bench said. 

The top court was hearing
the pleas, including the one
filed by advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay who has said
Sections 2, 3, 4 of the Places of
Worship (Special Provisions)
Act, 1991 be set aside on
grounds including that these
provisions take away the right
of judicial remedy to reclaim a
place of worship of any person
or a religious group. 
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Australia has assured India
that the visa backlog of its

students studying in Australian
universities will be cleared by
the end of this year, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
has said.  Indian students are
facing problems in returning to
their educational institutions in
Australia post-Corona pan-
demic.

Giving this information in
Sydney late Tuesday, Jaishankar
said the authorities assured
him the situation has improved
and about 77,000 Indian stu-
dents are back in Australia.

"But you all know that the
numbers should be and could

be much higher and I was
assured that by the end of the
year the visa backlog, particu-
larly in respect to students,
would be cleared," he said dur-
ing an interaction with the
Indian community.

Elaborating upon the issue,
Jaishankar said he took up the
visa backlog matter with dif-
ferent ministers when he was
in Canberra adding “We have
a particular problem that stu-
dents are facing."Noting the

concerns of Indians, he also
said "It's not just students
because there's a community
there are also family reasons for
people to travel. I think there's
an appreciation today of the
importance of resuming
tourism in a big way."

The minister expressed
hope that this is "one of the big
disruptions of the Covid era
that we will be able to put
behind us in the coming year."
The Indian community in
Australia continues to grow in
size and importance, with the
population of about seven hun-
dred thousand. India is one of
the top sources of skilled
immigrants to Australia.
Approximately 105,000 stu-
dents presently study in
Australian universities. 

After the UK, India is the
second largest migrant group
in Australia in 2020. Jaishankar
said two issues — partnership
on mobility and mutual recog-
nition degrees and qualifica-
tions — would be transfor-
mational for the bilateral rela-
tionship.

Partnership on mobility
"means that Indian skills and
talents that are in demand in
Australia will have a legal
framework, an agreed method-
ology by which they move
from one country to another,"
he said.

Now, India is reaching
such agreements with a lot of
countries like Japan, the UK
and France and is close to con-
cluding one such pact with
Germany. He said there was

also an interest reiterated dur-
ing his visit for Australia to
open a consulate in Bengaluru.

Touching upon the issue of
impact of the pandemic on
India, Jaishankar said the coun-
try is "is today very strongly on
a recovery path," adding

"every country in the world
has gone through a tough time
in the last three years. You
know there is no country, not
one which has not been deeply
affected by Covid.”

On ties between the two
countries, the minister said
Australia is an important part-
ner for India in terms of secu-
rity and stability in the Indo-
Pacific and working together
ensures that this region
remains free, open, stable and
prosperous.
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New Delhi: With ocular trauma
causing nearly five per cent of
irreversible or permanent blind-
ness in India, the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has suggested a string
of measures including creation
of a national registry, promot-
ing clean fuel and well-venti-
lated kitchens, banning bows,
arrows and sharp toys to help
minimise eye injuries, ensuring
adequate integrated treatment
units and rehabilitation of vic-
tims of ocular trauma to mini-
mize eye injuries cases.

The Commission’s sugges-
tions are based on the white
paper submitted by the Ocular
Trauma Society Of India
(OTSI), recently on eye injuries,
with India specific data from the
international eye trauma reg-
istry called IGATES. The paper
was prepared in association
with Asia Pacific Ophthalmic
Trauma Society and All India

Ophthalmological society, Dr
Ashok kumar Grover, President
OTSI said highlighting that
major contributors of eye injury
are road accidents (34 per cent),
sports (29 per cent) and occu-
pation (21 per cent). The ocu-
lar structures involved and types
of ocular trauma play a signif-
icant role in determining the
visual outcomes in these
patients.

Dr Grover said that the
important contributor to vision
loss, trauma is responsible for 5
per cent of blindness and can
have a devastating impact on all
ages. Eye injuries are a pre-
ventable cause of blindness, as
upto 90 per cent of eye injuries
are preventable, yet it remains a
significant disabling health
problem that affects all age
groups, he added. “Most of the
injured people are children or
bystanders in the young pro-
ductive age group, highlights the

enormous health importance of
preventing eye injuries by initi-
ating various preventive mea-
sures and enforcing safety pre-
cautions,” said Dr Grover.

The Commission  has also
asked the Centre, states and UT
administrations particularly to
identify the industries having
high potential of ocular trauma
and other industrial accidents
and make it mandatory for
owners of all such industries
employing minimum 50 work-
ers to purchase personal acci-
dent cover of minimum Rs 15
lakh for each worker engaged by
them.

The establishment of an
online (web-based) portal or
make provision in any existing
portal, to record details of each
case of ocular trauma and estab-
lishment of a special fund,  have
also been recommended to pro-
vide financial assistance to vic-
tims of ocular trauma. PNS
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An order issued by the
District Election Officer,

Jammu with regard to regis-
tration of fresh voters residing
in the district for more than a
year late Tuesday evening has
once again created a flutter pro-
moting the Kashmir-based
regional parties to corner the
Union Government and the
ruling Bharatiya Janta Party
(BJP) alleging they were des-
perately trying to manipulate
the voters list to ensure their
victory in the electoral arena.

The order had authorised
all tehsildars (revenue offi-
cials) to issue certificates of res-
idence to anyone who has lived
in the district for more than
one year. The order said the
decision was taken to ensure
that no eligible voter is left for

registration in the ongoing
special summary revision of
electoral rolls. Surprisingly, no
other district election officer
issued this order directing the
officials in their jurisdiction to
enroll fresh voters. 

According to the order,
any document including the
Aadhar Card, water/electrici-
ty/gas connection, bank pass-
books, passport, registered rent
or land deeds, etc., can be
used as proof of residence.
Those not possessing any of
these documents can be includ-
ed in the voter list after field
verification.

Interestingly, the order was
issued a day after a high level
review meeting chaired by the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) had taken stock of the
progress of summary revision
of the electoral rolls across the

Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Official sources revealed so
far around 6 lakh applications
for fresh registration of eligible
voters has been submitted.
During the meeting the district
wise progress was also moni-
tored by the officials of the ECI.

Meanwhile, reacting
strongly to the order the oppo-
sition parties namely People`s
Democratic Party, National
Conference and other non-
BJP parties have called this
decision a blow to the identity
and culture of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Strongly opposing the
attempts to enroll lakhs of out-
side voters în Jammu and
Kashmir , through back-
doors,the Congress Wednesday
hit out at the BJP for its efforts
to enroll maximum outside

voters,since it has lost trust in
the local voters .

Addressing a press confer-
ence at PCC Hqs,  JKPCC
President Vikar Rasool Wani
alongwith Working President
Raman Bhalla and other senior
leaders, said this is the game
plan of BJP to dilute the power
of local voters, especially în
Jammu region.

"Now anybody can become
voters  în Jammu and Kashmir
by getting a certificate even if
he doesn't have any documen-
tary evidence. The intention is
clearly known. The order of
District Election officer Jammu
has clearly stated that even
without any documents, the
tehsildars shall issue residence
certificates to anybody on his
satisfaction, which means
absolute discretion".

PDP President Mehbooba

Mufti slammed the central
government and said that it has
started work on the project to
make Jammu and Kashmir its
colony.ECI`s latest order for
registration of new voters
makes it clear that GOIs colo-
nial settler project has been ini-
tiated in Jammu. They will bear
the first blow to Dogra culture,
identity, employment & busi-
ness.

BJPs attempts to create
religious & regional divisions
between Jammu & Kashmir
must be thwarted because
whether it's a Kashmiri or a
Dogra, safeguarding our iden-
tity & rights will be possible
only if we put up a collective
fight", Mehbooba Mufti tweet-
ed.

The National Conference
while opposing the move
tweeted  “The Government is

going ahead with its plan to add
25 lakh non-local voters in J&K
and we continue to oppose this
move. BJP is scared of the elec-
tions & knows it will lose
badly. People of J&K must
defeat these conspiracies at the
ballot box”.

Meanwhile, BJP state
President Ravindra Raina hit
out at Congress and PDP say-
ing that they have been con-
spiring against the constitu-
tional values in Jammu and
Kashmir.

"This is not a new thing,
this is the law of the country
which came in 1950 and The
People's Representation Act
1951 which has come into
force in Jammu and Kashmir
after the removal of Article
370", the BJP President added.

He further stated that the
process which is going on for

the registration of voters in J&k
is correct and according to the
constitution. According to the
People's Representation Act
1951, any person can add his
name to the place where he has
been residing for a long time
after removing his name from
the electoral roll.

CPI(M) leader MY

Tarigami tweeted,"This latest
order is the beginning of a
wider plan to give voting rights
to non-locals to reduce the
weightage of locals & change
electoral  demographics. All
parties and civil society groups
must reject this arbitrary inclu-
sion of non- locals. BJP's
designs must be defeated".
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Sourav Ganguly’s alleged
removal as BCCI president

seems to have taken political
turn with the Trinamool
Congress accusing the BJP of
punishing the former Team
India captain for not joining
the saffron outfit.

Slamming the BJP for
making the Bengal icon a vic-
tim of saffron politics TMC
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said that “before last year’s
Assembly elections in Bengal
the BJP tried to spread a mes-
sage that Sourav Ganguly
would join the party but after
they (BJP) suffered a humili-
ating defeat and after Ganguly
who is a star player but
remains apolitical refused to
join the politics he is being

removed as the BCCI presi-
dent.”

Questioning the BJP
Government’s reported plans
to infuse professionalism in
the BCCI, Ghosh asked “is Jay
Shah the son of Home
Minister Amit Shah a cricketer
… how many matches has
Anurag Thakur or for that
matter his brother who is
being made a office bearer
have played … Here it is clear
that Ganguly was penalised

because he refused to join the
BJP.” He said by removing
Sourav not only the game of
cricket and the cricketing fra-
ternity but the people of
Bengal have been humiliated.

“The people will take
account of this in future …
they will definitely ask why Jay
Shah was retained as the
Secretary and Ganguly was
removed … is it because dur-
ing his tenure the Board func-
tioned nearly blemish free…”

The BJP was quick to hit
back even as national party
vice president Dilip Ghosh
said “Being the then president
of the State party I never
heard of any plans to include
Ganguly in the BJP … I never
heard that either Ganguly or
the BJP had any political
chemistry … rather as a party
we always honoured and

respected the great Indian
player and captain … the peo-
ple understand this and they
will reject the TMC’s dirty
game of politicising this
episode.”

His party colleague Samik
Bhattacharya said “the BJP --
- the biggest party in the
world --- has not fallen into so
bad days they will have to
bring in party members in this
manner.”

Ashok Bhattacharya for-
mer Bengal Minister and
CPI(M) leader who is known
to be close to Ganguly said “I
had once told him not to join
politics because that will harm
the interests of cricket … I
hope he continues to serve
cricket … he will continue to
remain one of the greatest
cricketing legends of the coun-
try.”
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Heavy unseasonal rainfall
across Uttar Pradesh has

pushed back harvesting of
paddy crops and damaged
the ripe summer-sown crops
such as paddy, coarse cereals
or millets, soybean and puls-
es.

The potato crop sown in
October has also been dam-
aged which could stoke prices.

Officials said that damage
to the crops was likely to push
up food prices further. Higher
prices could also force the
government to put more
curbs on rice exports.

According to Uttar
Pradesh Rice Mil ls
Association, around 60 per
cent of the standing paddy
crops have been impacted
because of rainfall this month.

The rice millers have

asked the government to relax
the norm for paddy procure-
ment by state agencies.

Standing crops of potato
and pulses too have been
damaged by rains. The Met
department said that 67 out of
the total 75 districts of Uttar
Pradesh recorded excess rain-
fall since October 1.

During the south-western
monsoon period ( June-
September), Uttar Pradesh
received 28 per cent less rain-
fall than the normal bench-
mark. Fifty-three districts out
of 75 in the state recorded
deficient monsoon rainfall
which resulted in a 4 per cent
decline in paddy sowing to 5.7
million hectares compared to
the previous year.

Farmers in Amethi dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh, who
have sown tur and paddy, are
worried because of the inun-

dation of their fields because
of heavy downpours in the
last couple of days.

The Agriculture depart-
ment is yet to assess the
impact of the steps to salvage
the standing crops.
Meanwhile, the state govern-
ment has started to conduct
damage assessment surveys of
kharif crops. Such is the

extent of damage to the paddy
crops by the heavy downpour
that farmers said that they
would have to buy rice in
order to feed their families.

Uttar Pradesh, the second
biggest producer of rice, has
a share of around 13 per cent
in the country's rice produc-
tion of 124.27 MT in the
2020-21 crop year (July-June).
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

chaired a high-level meeting
on Wednesday in the wake of
widespread rainfall in the
state and directed his minis-
ters to oversee relief and res-
cue operations in the dis-
tricts under their charge. 

Yogi Adityanath directed
the Group of Ministers to
immediately visit the divi-
sional headquarters/districts
under their charge and extend
their cooperation in relief and
rescue works.

The chief minister gave
instructions to expedite the

relief and rehabilitation work
in all the districts affected by
heavy rains and asked officials
to keep the district control
room functional 24×7 under
the leadership of ADM/joint
magistrate level officers.

Expressing grief over the
loss of lives due to heavy

rain, lightning, snake bite and
drowning, the chief minister
directed officials to immedi-
ately distribute relief money to
the families of the deceased
and provide proper treatment
to the injured.

Stating that immediate
help should be provided to the
common people in the flood-
affected areas, the chief min-
ister said, "There should be no
delay in the distribution of
relief packets. There should be
adequate arrangements for
lighting etc. in relief camps."

Reviewing the impact of
the heavy rainfall on agricul-
tural crops, the chief minister
said that the teams of Revenue

and Agriculture departments
should conduct a thorough
survey in all the districts and
assess the damage so that
farmers could be compensat-
ed for their losses. The chief
minister gave instructions to
do this work on priority.

As per a report from the
relief commissioner's office,
1,370 villages in 18 districts of
the state are affected by floods
due to heavy rainfall in the last
couple of days.

Yogi Adityanath reviewed
the flood situation and issued
directions to expedite the
relief and rehabilitation work
in the affected districts.

District control rooms

should be functional round
the clock under the leadership
of a joint magistrate-level offi-
cer, he said.

Due to excessive rainfall
in the last few days, adverse
effects have been seen on life,
livestock and agriculture, the
chief minister pointed out.
Loss of public and private
property has been reported
from several districts, he
added.

The state government is
committed to making neces-
sary arrangements for the
safety and maintenance of all
affected people, an official
statement quoted Yogi
Adityanath as saying.
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The sexual abuse case against
Eldhose Kunnappilli MLA

has come at the most inoppor-
tune time for the Congress. The
party which had succeeded in
regaining the lost glory under
the leadership of KPCC presi-
dent K Sudhakaran and Leader
of Opposition V D Satheeshan
is struggling to give an expla-
nation to the misadventures of
Kunnappilli, who has become
a major headache  to the party
thanks to the videos featuring

the young leader which have
gone viral in the social media.

“We will appoint a com-
mission of enquiry to probe the
charges against Eldhose
Kunnappilli and we will come
out with an official statement

after receiving its report,” said
Satheeshan.

The ruling CPI(M) is on
cloud nine following the news
was flashed across the State.
The party held demonstra-
tions all over the State demand-
ing the resignation of
Kunnappilli whom they alleged
to have brought as brought dis-
repute to the party. More spicy
and steamy stories about
Kunnappilli are coming out in
the open on an hourly basis.
The MLA has disappeared and
he has switched off his mobile
phones.
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Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on

Wednesday penned an emo-
tional tweet after cremating his
father, Mulayam Singh, on
Tuesday in his native village
Saifai.

Hours after performing
the last rights of father
Mulayam Singh Yadav,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav took to Twitter on
Wednesday, metaphorically
describing the dawn as one
without the Sun.

Yadav, who is leader of

Opposition in Uttar Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha, shared two pho-
tographs from the site where
his father was cremated and
wrote, "Aaj pehli baar
laga…bin suraj ke uga savera
(Felt as if the dawn arrived
without the sun)," in Hindi.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar, on Wednesday, visited
Saifai and offered his condo-
lences to the Yadav family on
the demise of Samajwadi Party
patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav. He spent about half an
hour with party chief Akhilesh
Yadav and met other family
members. Kumar told reporters
that Mulayam Singh Yadav's
demise was a great loss to the
nation. "We all wanted to work
together but God 'swill was
otherwise," he said.

Meanwhile, the Yadav fam-
ily, on Wednesday, performed
the 'shuddhi sanskar' in which
the men in the family got their

heads tonsured. As per the tra-
dition of Saifai, the 13th day
ceremony and community feast
will not be held and shuddhi
ceremony will be held on the
11th day after the death.

SP leader IP Singh has
written a letter to President
Droupadi Murmu, seeking
Bharat Ratna for Mulayam
Singh Yadav.

"Mulayam Singh Yadav's
name will enhance the glory of
Bharat Ratna. Netaji should be
conferred the country's highest
civilian award Bharat Ratna
without delay," he mentioned in
the letter.
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An Indian Navy Mig-29K fighter jet
crashed on Wednesday morning off

the Goa coast after developing a tech-
nical malfunction.  The pilot ejected safe-
ly and was rescued.  A mandatory
Board of Inquiry was ordered.

Giving details of the mishap, Navy
officials said here the pilot was report-
ed to be in stable condition.  "A MiG 29K
on a routine sortie over sea off Goa
developed a technical malfunction while
returning to base. The pilot ejected safe-
ly and has been recovered in a swift
search and rescue operation," they said.

The MiG-29K is an all-weather air-
craft carrier-based multirole fighter air-

craft developed by Russian aerospace
company Mikoyan (MiG).

The Indian Navy had procured a
fleet of 45 MiG-29Ks from Russia over

a decade back at a cost of around USD
2 billion (one billion=100 crore) to
operate from Russian built  INS
Vikramaditya.

In November 2020, a MiG-29K air-
craft of the Navy crashed into the
Arabian Sea off the Goa coast after tak-
ing off from aircraft carrier INS
Vikramaditya.

A MiG-29K twin-seat fighter aircraft
had crashed in South Goa district in
November 2019 and both the pilots had
ejected safely. Another MIG-29K crashed
into the Arabian Sea off the Goa coast
on February 23, 2020 after taking off
from INS Hansa, a prominent naval air
station at Vasco in Goa. The pilot had
managed to eject safely.
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Sir — Every time Home Minister Amit
Shah stirs up the controversy of Hindi as
the one-language formula, the opposition
from the South towards it intensifies fur-
ther. No surprise that TN Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin has made a strong rebuttal to
the Parliamentary Committee’s recom-
mendation to use Hindi as a medium of
instruction in IITs and IIMs. Thrusting
Hindi, directly or indirectly, on non-Hindi-
speaking southern States is always viewed
as an extension of the cultural majoritar-
ianism policy of the ruling BJP.

Further, it reflects the unrequited
desire of mainland political parties to make
Hindi forcibly accepted by the people in
the South. It would seem like the Hindi
speakers want non-Hindi speakers to
learn Hindi to suit their narratives of
nationalism. People in the South should
not sway to the deceptive overture of the
ruling dispensation. They should rise
against this most unscientific and unde-
mocratic language policy of the saffron
party to further breach the unity of the toil-
ing masses by fomenting linguistic chau-
vinism.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir —  The Russian invasion of Ukraine,
now in its eighth month, reached new
heights after Putin incorporated Ukraine’s
four breakaway regions- Donetsk,
Luhansk, Kherson, and Zaporizhzhia into
Russia. A few days later, the Kerch Strait
bridge linking Russia and the Crimean
Peninsula was severely damaged in an
explosion. In retaliation, Russia bombard-
ed Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities with
missile strikes. The objective of citing these
developments is to draw attention to the
fact that neither of the sides is willing to
back down and de-escalation now seems
like a distant dream. Hostilities have
risen to such a degree that experts are call-
ing the conflict “the most dangerous

moment since the Cuban Missile Crisis
of 1962.”

But how did this impasse come to be?
The Western narrative suggests that the
current crisis is a consequence of Russia’s
unilateral aggression, the object of which
is to revive the Soviet empire and restore
it to its past glory. But this could not be
further from the truth. The reality is that
the US and its European allies are the pri-
mary culprits of this crisis. After the Cold
War ended, NATO had no practical use.
The West should have dissolved the trans-
Atlantic alliance and chosen a path of
cooperation. But it chose the path of con-
frontation by expanding NATO east-
wards bringing into its ambit the Baltic
States and former Warsaw Pact countries.
Russia repeatedly objected to NATO’s
expanding footprint, but it's protests were
of no avail. Russia’s predicament was
even recognized by former French presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel who had
opposed Ukraine joining NATO at the
Bucharest Summit in 2008. However,
nothing deterred the West which went on
to sponsor the Maidan Revolution of 2014

in Ukraine to install an anti-Russian gov-
ernment in Kyiv. It is such provocations
that have cumulatively culminated in
Russia invading Ukraine.

Nissim Aggarwal | Chandigarh
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Sir — A former vice president of talent
acquisition at Infosys, Jill Prejean, testi-
fied in a US court that the Bengaluru-
based IT company asked her to avoid hir-
ing people of Indian origin; especially
women with young children at home, and
applicants who were 50 years of age or
older. The Indian IT company is being
accused of discrimination in hiring pro-
cedures in the US for the second time. 

The former Infosys V-P claimed in
her lawsuit that she was fired unfairly
because she objected to Kurtz and
Albright's illegal demands for the com-
pany's senior executive hiring. She also
claimed that they "turned hostile" toward
her after she objected to their demands.

Sadiksha Aggarwal | Ujjain
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relief, rehabilitation, resettle-
ment and reconstruction
process in Srilanka since 2009." 

In the case about accusa-
tions against China, the MEA
avoided any comment, which
in itself is quite intriguing.
What is particularly galling is
that the proposal was based on
a recently released assessment
by the UN Human Rights
Office on allegations of abus-
es in Xinjiang. This Report
concluded that "the extent of
arbitrary and discriminatory
detention of members of
Uyghur and other predomi-
nantly Muslim minorities …
may constitute international
crimes, in particular, crimes
against humanity". It also drew
attention to "credible allegations
of patterns of torture or ill-treat-
ment, including forced medical
treatment and adverse condi-
tions of detention, as well as
incidents of sexual and gender-
based violence".

To be fair, newspaper
reports have attempted to jus-
tify our actions, probably on
informal inputs from the
MEA, suggesting that "it was
a principled stand that we have
consistently taken in line with
our belief that country-specific
resolutions which seek public
shaming of individual countries
for alleged human rights viola-
tions are never helpful".
However, when did supporting
those responsible for such sys-

tematic and grave human
rights abuses to avoid account-
ability for their heinous acts
ever become a principle? Far
from being principled, it calls
into question our motives, is
morally reprehensible and
hypocritical, and does
immense damage to our moral
standing as a country. 

Some have suggested that
our response was to avoid
such scrutiny in the future,
over alleged abuses in Kashmir
and elsewhere. If so, then our
government has done a great
disservice to the reputation of
our Security Forces, primari-
ly the military. As well as to our
Judiciary, which has been very
active, in fact overly so, in com-
ing down hard on perpetrators
of such abuses that allegedly
occurred. There can also be no
denying the fact that despite
extremely trying conditions
our Security Forces face in
such disturbed areas, apart
from an odd case or two,
their conduct has been mea-
sured and in line with all legal
provisions applicable. The
same cannot be said of forces
employed in Syria, Libya,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
now Ukraine. 

There are, however, others
who believe that our govern-
ment's motivations are more
dubious and disturbing. They
allege that this Government
has adopted a policy of

appeasement towards China in
the hope that President Xi
would not embarrass the BJP
in the coming months as it pre-
pares for the next general
election. It is for this very rea-
son that it has accepted and
acted on the completely unjust
and one-sided agreement
reached between opposing
Corps Commanders in
Ladakh. This all but formalis-
es China's illegal occupation of
approximately 1000 Square
Kms of territory claimed and
previously patrolled by us. 

They point out that the
BJP used a similar playbook
before the last elections, fol-
lowing the Dhoklam
Confrontation. Then, after the
Wuhan Informal Summit, the
government went completely
silent on Chinese illegal road
construction on the Dhoklam
plateau that has now reached
the lower slopes of the
Zampheri Ridge, opposite the
vital Siliguri Corridor connect-
ing the North East that will
allow its interdiction, if
required. If there is even a
modicum of truth in all of this,
then sadly we have learned
nothing from the likes of
Jaichand and Mir Jaffar. 

(The author is a military
veteran, and a visiting Fellow

with the Observer Research
Foundation. The views

expressed are
personal)
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It is a universal phenomenon
that politicians, of all ideolo-
gies, are transactional in all
their dealings. Their motiva-

tions are understandable, as they
have all manner of interests to
protect and aspirations to fulfill
and limited time to do it. Yet, in
this pursuit of power, there is that
Rubicon, the issue of morality that
they may cross only at their
peril. 

Then, with politicians at the
helm can relations between coun-
tries be anything but transaction-
al? As Lord Palmerston, British
Prime Minister in the mid-19th
Century put it "we have no eter-
nal allies, and we have no perpet-
ual enemies. Our interests are eter-
nal and perpetual, and those
interests it is our duty to follow."
Thus, to be successful, holding
high moral ground is vital. It is
worth noting that the United
States' defeat in Vietnam, and
Putin's present difficulties in
Ukraine, owe much to their own
citizen's belief that their actions
were or are immoral.  

Thus, one is forced to pause
and ponder how our government
voted at the 51st Regular Session
of the UN Human Rights
Council, the civilised world's
conscience. Two proposals were
placed before the Council for vot-
ing on by its members. The first,
sought a debate on human rights
abuses in China's Xingjian
Province while the second relat-
ed to a draft resolution on pro-
moting reconciliation, account-
ability, and human rights in
Srilanka. 

It must be said that India was,
if nothing else, consistent in its
voting, abstaining on both occa-
sions. Unfortunately, by doing so
it allowed its actions to be mis-
construed and seemingly sup-
portive of elements attempting to
avoid accountability. After all,
which democracy opposes gen-
uine debate on serious allegations
of this nature? What is worse, it
was also in line with the Chinese
and Pakistani positions on these
issues. 

Regarding the Srilankan issue,
while no substantive explanations
were forthcoming, Ambassador
Pandey did make clear that "India
has substantively contributed to the
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

On December 1, 2022,
India will assume the
Presidency of the 

G-20 countries and it will
remain till November 30,
2023. It is noteworthy that 
G-20 is a group of large
developed and developing
countries of the world.

About 200 small and big
meetings are to be orga-
nized in India. It is being said
that this will boost tourism.
But not only tourism, the
Presidency of the G-20 is an
opportunity for India to
make efforts to find appro-
priate solutions to the chal-
lenges facing the world. For
some time not only India,
but the whole world has
been going through some
economic challenges.

Many countries of the
world are struggling with

the global recession, rising
prices and shortage of food
items. However, tech firms,
social media firms, new tech-
nology, etc., while making
our lives convenient are pos-
ing challenges for govern-
ments around the world.
Internet technologies are
facilitating businesses and
are reducing the distance
between the countries of the
world. Old industries are
waning and new businesses
are taking birth.

In the race to get invest-
ment, governments of differ-
ent countries of the world are
moving towards competi-
tive taxation, impacting the
revenue. That is, every coun-
try is trying to show that they
are facilitating investment
by reducing the rate of cor-
porate tax. But at the same

time, tax revenue is also
decreasing in all these coun-
tries, causing hardships to
the governments.

Not only tech companies
but even other multination-
al companies are also trying
to avoid paying taxes while
running their global busi-
ness. Neither do they want to
pay taxes in their country of
origin nor in the countries
where they are operating
their business.

Simultaneously, private
virtual currencies (Cryptos)
have come into play. Cryptos
are defying official curren-
cies. Since these currencies
are bought and sold online,
there is no barrier to their
global movement. Collecting
tax on these also remains a
challenge. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has also

underlined that regulation of
these currencies is not pos-
sible without global consen-
sus and cooperation.

What is needed today is
a consensus to deal with
these problems at the global
level and all the countries
must work together to find
solutions to them.

Whereas, today the mar-
ginal rate of personal tax in
India is 33 per cent and in
many cases even higher, the
corporate tax rate was
reduced to 25 per cent ear-
lier and to only 15 per cent
for new businesses.
Additionally,  many tax
havens offer different ways of
evading taxes. Hot monies
and super rich people of
different countries are also
attracted to countries with
lower tax rates.

Due to this competitive
taxation, though there is
hardly any gain in invest-
ment, the revenue of the
governments is definitely
decreasing. US President Joe
Biden says companies oper-
ating in more than one coun-
try should be mandated to
be taxed at least at 15 per
cent. A consensus has also
been reached in this regard
among 136 countries. If all
countries agree on a mini-
mum tax, then it can be ben-
eficial for all countries,
which can increase tax rev-
enue. For this work, India
can use the opportunity of
G-20 Presidency to move
towards a global consensus
in this regard.

Many virtual currencies
are becoming increasingly
popular today. The possibil-

ities of regulation of virtual
currencies by the govern-
ment of a single country are
limited. Many a time crimi-
nals, including terrorists,
drug dealers, etc., are duping
the normal banking channels
by transacting in these virtu-
al currencies. Recently,
Finance Minister Sitharaman
had said that there is a need
for international coopera-
tion for effective regulation
of cryptocurrencies. The
Reserve Bank of India
believes that the country’s
fiscal and monetary stabili-
ty may be at risk due to cryp-
tocurrencies.

Governments have to
constantly find new sources
of revenues to run their
affairs and for the welfare of
people. Generally, govern-
ments work towards collect-

ing taxes from emerging sec-
tors. But the irony of the pre-
sent time is that the sectors
where development is taking
place, companies there, are
avoiding taxes under the
guise of their international
business. Although various
MNCs used to do this in the
past as well, these tech, e-
commerce and social media
companies are doing in big-
ger proportions by avoiding
paying taxes.

In India, the government
has moved towards imposing
an equalization levy on their
businesses. But the incidence
of this tax is very limited.
These companies need to
be taxed differently. The spe-
cial thing is that these com-
panies are trying to avoid
taxes even in their countries
of origin.
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(The author is Professor,
PGDAV College, University 

of Delhi)

���
� ��&�!����

/����������������
	��
�������	��
	���
	�	
 ���
�
� '�����'�

N
<'
>G<���
6
?�����
���

1	��'	��@�
��
N'<)�	�>
G<���
M
?)	���'

1	��'	��@(
��	��



<'	�G

)/�
��
4�<'(

�
)
���'��/�2
2
G�2���3
���&

���
2�
2�)/��)	4��
1�2��

	��
��	��2��(
G�<'��
��

�'��2)�
�
2�
'�
'�

<'	�G


�
	��'��
1�<��
'	��)
�1�����2�>

�
G
2�
�/��	'	


Although we are not fighting an
openly declared war on the bor-
der, the tentacles of hybrid war-
fare are spreading fast. The

young generation probably holds some of
the most influential leaders, space and
nuclear scientists, microbiologists and
administrators. A curriculum that makes
the students aware of the struggles of inde-
pendent India and the glorious military
history will keep their expectations real-
istic from India's neighbours and not fall
into the trap of divisive forces. In such a
scenario, service to the country would be
the main guiding principle.

The history of South Asia tells us that
India has never been an expansionist state
despite having a predominant geographi-
cal and military position in South Asia.
Wars have always been imposed, and,
despite being victorious, the country was
benevolent towards its aggressors. India
returned the Prisoners of War and the land
(such as Haji Pir Pass) that was won.
Unfortunately, the graciousness of a strong
victor has been taken as a 'soft approach'
by many western strategic experts, Pakistan
and China.

Both the adversaries together present
before us a collusive and collaborative threat.
The horizons of active security threats have
broadened. They now include new and
emerging technologies such as artificial
intelligence and space, bio-warfare, trade
wars, and hybrid warfare apart from the
conventional ones such as nuclear threats.
In such a changing geopolitical landscape,
it becomes pertinent for India to include
military history in a comprehensive and
well-defined manner starting from the pri-
mary stage and going up to the secondary
and higher secondary stages, apart from the
university level.

In all schools, even at the level of pri-
mary classes, various dance drama skits are
screened based on Shri Krishna Leela and
Shri Ramayana themes, apart from excerpts
from Discovery of India. The establishment
of the Mauryan Empire, and the advent of
invaders from the Mughals to the British,
leading to India's freedom struggle, has been
well explored. However, excluding military
history from the curriculum ends up in a
vacuum where the distractions of global-
ization set in and consequently divert the
child's psychology. Short biographies of var-
ious gallantry award winners can be a part
of both Hindi and English literature. Each
‘shauryagatha’ will motivate the students to
serve the motherland by joining the forces
or contributing through other means.

The middle section of social sciences
textbooks, while including ancient India,
can also include Kautilya's Arthashastra.
'Kuta-yuddha’ (concealed fighting) and
'tusnim-yuddha' (silent fighting), which
Kautilya spoke about, has contemporary rel-
evance. We are responsible for making chil-
dren, youth and others aware that Kautilya
laid the foundations of modern-day
realpolitik. Sun Tzu's Art of War, which has
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(The author is Assistant
Professor, Central

University of Punjab)

often been hailed as a 'masterpiece',
was written 50 years after Kautilya's
Arthashastra. India always had a
'grand strategy' in place but owing
to the enslavement by the British,
we lost the outlook of exploring the
ancient Indian knowledge traditions
of science, maths and even warfare.

The higher-level social sciences
books of history may give a detailed
description of the wars of indepen-
dent India, apart from the respect
that forces have given to various
international agreements. For
instance, the burial of Pakistani sol-
diers by the Indian government dur-
ing the Kargil War, treating
Prisoners of War (PoW) with due
respect, discrimination between
combatants and non-combatants
and not using human shields are
some principles that are in the
International Humanitarian Law
and the forces have always abided
by it, even during the harshest of
counter-terrorism operations. These
principles were outlined first by the
Dharam Shastras.

Being the most ancient civiliza-
tion, Hinduism has immensely
contributed to modern-day interna-
tional law, an awareness of which
should be brought into the public
domain. Imparting such knowledge
will benefit future generations, and
we should not shy away from
including such topics in our cur-
riculum. Such a strategy will devel-
op a favourable international legal
perspective towards their country
apart from a sense of pride and pos-
itive self-esteem towards the forces.

For science, junior-level books
should incorporate the achieve-
ments of ancient Indian knowledge
systems such as making coins, the
sciences of the building of the tem-
ples, water conservation, weapon-
ry system, Sushruta Samhita and

surgeries apart from various over-
lapping concepts such as embryol-
ogy. The subject can be correlated
in the middle section with ancient
and medieval weaponry systems
depicted in ancient India's temples.
For instance, the use of bows used
the technology of gears and pull-
back mechanisms. The arrows used
were thick ones with rounded tops
with explosive materials, akin to
today's missiles with chemical war-
heads. Also, young scientists have
not explored advanced technology
like acoustic levitation in the south
and central Indian temples.

The use of natural harmonics in
ancient India is similar to the mod-
ern use of resonance frequency and
has to be explored. Some time back,
a few CIA staff and U.S. Vice
President Kamala Harris had faced
mysterious symptoms in Singapore
and Vietnam. Such a cause has been
associated with 'Havana syndrome',
with experts suggesting targeted fre-
quencies. Ancient knowledge
undoubtedly is the guiding force.
Such a vast knowledge system with
strategic significance stands unex-
plored and sidelined by the nation-
al curriculum and strategic experts.

With scientific overlapping
between the past and the present,
military history can be considered
a single chapter in most subjects. At
the secondary and higher sec-
ondary stages, the study of various
institutes of national importance
and their achievements, such as
satellites, nuclear missiles, vaccines
such as Covaxin by DRDO, ISRO,
AIIMS and the Indian Academy of
Sciences (IAS) etc. will contribute
immensely in developing a positive
feeling of self-esteem.

Innovation during the war can
too be included in the syllabus. For
instance, the Kargil War is related

to military nationalism and the
innovations of the Indian army,
such as precision striking during the
night, developing secured com-
munication networks, etc. Such
inclusions will motivate the science
students to apply their knowledge
towards creating new technologies
and avoiding brain drain. It will
boost technological indigenization,
particularly in green energy and the
development of military opera-
tional systems.

A gradual introduction to
Vedic mathematics techniques will
enhance the children's calculation
skills. Previously, concepts such as
Bijaganita have been appreciated by
many western mathematicians such
as G. B. Halsted and Andre Weil.
Incorporation of Mathematical cal-
culations for warfare highlighted in
the Mahabharata, such as Krauncha
Vyuha (Heron formation),
Mandala Vyuha (Galaxy forma-
tion), Makara Vyuha (Crocodile
formation) through activity-based
learning will sharpen their prob-
lem-solving skills.

Overall, such moves will alter
the psychology of the young gener-
ation. They would not be living in
a world of fantasy where either the
movie heroes or artificial characters
rule the roost. When War heroes
and indigenous achievements
replace the non-existing heroes, the
building up of national character
improves substantially. For this
purpose, regular civil-military inter-
faces at the school level for percep-
tion management should be
encouraged. Finally, such an
approach will help permeate the
idea of democratic 'responsibilities'
towards the nation rather than just
'rights' through which the people
reflect their abstract notions of
'freedom' or 'Azadi'.

��
;��� ����&��

H���
	���
��
������	���	����	��	��	?E	�
�
�
��	��	������	�������
���	��
	������




�� �!��"#�$�%"&'(!)* $�+,%+-�'�./������ (
)�*��+

	��� 
G	3

Russian missile attacks caused
a crippled nuclear plant in

Ukraine to lose all external
power for the second time in five
days, increasing the risk of a
radiation disaster because elec-
tricity is needed to operate crit-
ical safety systems, Ukraine's
state nuclear operator said on
Wednesday.

The Russian-occupied
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power
Plant suffered a “blackout” when
a missile damaged an electrical
substation, leading to the emer-
gency shutdown of the plant's
last remaining outside power
source, operator Energoatom
reported. 

All six of the reactors were
stopped earlier due to the war.
But they still require electricity
to prevent them from over-
heating to the point of a melt-
down that could cause radiation

to pour from Europe's largest
nuclear plant. Energoatom said
diesel generators were supplying
the plant but Russian troops
blocked a convoy carrying addi-
tional fuel for the back-up equip-
ment. 

“Russian shelling and dam-

age to the energy infrastructure
associated with the operation of
nuclear power plants are the
same manifestation of nuclear
terrorism as the direct shelling
of the (Zaporizhzhia plant).
And lead to the same conse-
quences and radiation accident

threats,” the company said. 
The warning came amid a

flurry of developments in
Russia's war in Ukraine. Russia's
main domestic security agency
said eight people were arrested
in connection with an explosion
on a bridge that links Russia to
the Crimean Peninsula. The
Ukrainian president's office said
strikes Moscow ordered in retal-
iation for the bridge attack killed
at least 14 people died and
wounded 34 in the last day. 

Russia's Federal Security
Service, known by the Russian
acronym FSB, said it arrested five
Russians and three citizens of
Ukraine and Armenia in the
attack on the Kerch Bridge. A
truck loaded with explosives
blew up while driving across the
bridge Saturday, killing four
people and causing sections of
road to collapse. 

The span opened four years
after Russia annexed Crimea

from Ukraine in 2014, serving
as a symbol of Moscow's region-
al dominance as well as a crucial
route for getting military sup-
plies to Ukraine and Russian
travelers to a popular vacation
destination.

The FSB alleged the
detained suspects acted on
orders of Ukraine's military
intelligence to secretly move
the explosives by a convoluted
route into Russia and forge
accompanying documents.

The Russian security ser-
vices have pointed the finger at
Ukraine's intelligence direc-
torate and its head, Kyrylo
Budanov. Ukraine's Defense
Ministry on Wednesday dis-
missed accusations of Ukrainian
involvement. 

“The entire activity of the
FSB and the Investigative
Committee is nonsense,”
Defense Ministry spokesman
Andriy Yusov told reporters.
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NATO defence ministers
met on Wednesday as the

alliance's member countries
face the twin challenges of
struggling to make and supply
weapons to Ukraine while pro-
tecting vital European infra-
structure like pipelines or
cables that Russia might want
to sabotage in retaliation.

In the almost eight months
since President Vladimir Putin
ordered his troops into
Ukraine, the 30-nation military

alliance has been treading a fine
line, as an organisation, pro-
viding only non-lethal sup-
port and defending its own ter-
ritory to avoid being dragged
into a wider war with a nuclear-

armed Russia.
Individual allies though

continue to pour in weapons
and ammunition, including
armoured vehicles and air
defence or anti-tank systems.
They're also training Ukrainian
troops, building on the lessons
NATO has taught Ukraine's
military instructors since
Russia annexed the Crimean
Peninsula in 2014.

But as the Russian missile
strikes across Ukraine this
week demonstrated, this is not
enough.
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Aleak was detected in an
underground oil pipeline in

Poland which is the main route
through which Russian crude
reaches Germany, the Polish
operator said on Wednesday.

The operator, PERN, said it
detected a leak in the Druzhba
pipeline on Tuesday evening
about 70 kilometres (45 miles)
from the central Polish city of
Plock.

It said the cause of the leak
wasn't known.

The incident follows leaks
late last month in the Nord
Stream 1 and 2 gas pipelines
running along the Baltic seabed,
and amid an energy standoff
between Russia and the West.

A Polish government secu-
rity official, Stanislaw Zaryn,
said it was too early to specu-
late about the causes of the leak
as experts investigate the mat-
ter.

“All hypotheses are possi-
ble,” Zaryn tweeted, adding
that “the scale of the failure does
not affect the safety of the
Republic of Poland.”

The Druzhba pipeline,
which in Russian means
“Friendship” is one of the
world's longest oil pipelines, and
after leaving Russia it branch-
es out to bring crude to points
including Belarus, Ukraine,
Poland, Hungary, Austria and
Germany.

Firefighters were working
in cornfields near the village of
Zurawice to determine the
exact point of the leak, accord-
ing to a spokesman for fire-
fighters, Brig. Karol
Kierzkowski.
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Statements made this week by
Belarusian President

Alexander Lukashenko have
reignited fears that his army
could join Russian forces in
Moscow's war against Ukraine,
but the authoritarian leader
appears reluctant to lend his
troops to the effort, despite per-
ceived pressure from Moscow.

Russia has already used
Belarus, its longtime and
dependent ally, as a staging
ground to send troops and mis-
siles into Ukraine.

Analysts say if Belarus'
small and inexperienced mili-
tary gets involved, the addi-
tional troops could help
Moscow cut off some key
transportation corridors, but
likely wouldn't significantly
boost Russian President
Vladimir Putin's capabilities on
the battlefield.

“The Belarusian army is
weak and demotivated, and it
is not willing to fight with
Ukraine, which means that
Lukashenko will try to give
Putin anything but Belarusian
soldiers,” Ukrainian military
analyst Oleh Zhdanov told The
Associated Press on Tuesday.
“Lukashenko is letting Putin
know: 'I will help, but I won't
fight.'"

Lukashenko announced on
Monday that he and Putin

agreed to create a joint “region-
al grouping of troops” and
that several thousand Russian
soldiers will be stationed in
Belarus.

Lukashenko offered no
details about where the troops
will be deployed, and Russia's
motives weren't immediately
clear, though the remarks come
as Moscow is struggling to
replenish troops lost on the bat-
tlefield.

Lukashenko also said that
Kyiv is plotting to attack
Belarus — and he cautioned
Ukraine against attacking “even
one metre of our territory with
their dirty hands.” His defence
minister, Viktor Khrenin, also
warned Ukraine not to provoke
Belarus, saying, “We don't want
to fight" and stressing a day
later, however, that the joint
force is for defence.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy assured
leaders of the Group of Seven
industrial powers on Tuesday
that Kyiv isn't planning military
actions against Belarus. He
said Moscow “is trying to
directly draw Belarus into this
war.”

Oleksiy Danilov, head of
the National Security and
Defence Council of Ukraine,
told Ukrainian television on
Tuesday that Belarus is being
“held hostage by Russia.”

Fears of Russian pressure
on Belarus aren't unfounded.

Lukashenko, an authori-
tarian leader, has ruled Belarus
with an iron fist for 28 years
while relying on Russia's polit-
ical and economic support.
Moscow has pumped billions
of dollars into shoring up
Lukashenko's Soviet-style,
state-controlled economy with
cheap energy and loans.

In 2020, the Kremlin
helped Lukashenko survive the
largest mass protests in the
country's history, following a
presidential election that the
opposition and the West
denounced as rigged.
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Ukrainian forces recaptured five settle-
ments in the southern Kherson region,
according to the southern Operational

Command.
The villages of Novovasylivka, Novohryho-

rivka, Nova Kamianka, Tryfonivka and Chervone
in the Beryslav district were retaken as of Oct 11,
according to the speaker of the southern com-
mand Vladislav Nazarov.

The settlements are in one of the four
regions recently annexed by Russia.

Meanwhile, Russia's top domestic security
agency said Wednesday it arrested eight people
on charges of involvement in the bombing of the
main bridge linking Russia to Crimea, while an
official in the southern Ukrainian city of
Zaporizhzhia said Russian forces carried out more
strikes there.

The Federal Security Service, known by the
Russian acronym FSB, said it arrested five Rus-
sians and three citizens of Ukraine and Armenia
over Saturday's attack that damaged the Kerch
Bridge between Russia and the Crimean Peninsula
— a crucial thoroughfare for supplies and travel
whose much-ballyhooed construction under
Russian President Vladimir Putin cost billions. 

A truck loaded with explosives blew up while
driving across the bridge, killing four people and
causing two sections of one of the two automo-
bile links to collapse.

Ukrainian officials have lauded the explosion
on the bridge, but stopped short of directly claim-
ing responsibility for it.

The FSB alleged that the suspects were
working on orders of Ukraine's military intelli-
gence to secretly move the explosives into Russia
and forge the accompanying documents.

It said the explosives were moved by sea from
the Ukrainian port of Odesa to Bulgaria before
being shipped to Georgia, driven to Armenia and
then back to Georgia before being transported to
Russia in a complex scheme to secretly deliver
them to the target.

Putin alleged that Ukrainian special services
masterminded the blast, calling it “an act of ter-
rorism,” and responded by ordering a barrage of
missile strikes on Ukraine.

Russia's onslaught continued in the
Zaporizhzhia region and eponymous city on
Wednesday, shattering windows and blowing out
doors in residential buildings, municipal coun-
cil secretary Anatoliy Kurtev said. There were no
immediate reports of casualties, though Kurtev
warned locals of the possibility of a follow-up
attack.

Zaporizhzhia, which sits fairly near the front
line between Russian and Ukrainian forces, has
been repeatedly struck with often deadly attacks
in recent weeks. It is part of a larger region, includ-
ing Europe's largest nuclear power plant now in
Russian control, that Moscow has said it has
annexed in violation of international law. The city
itself remains in Ukrainian hands.

To the south, in a Russian-controlled area of
the region, a powerful blast struck the city of
Melitopol — sending a car flying into the air,
mayor Ivan Fedorov. There was no word on casu-
alties.
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Anew liquefied natural gas
project off Africa's western

coast may only be 80% com-
plete, but already the prospect
of a new energy supplier has
drawn visits from the leaders of
Poland and Germany.

The initial field near
Senegal and Mauritania's coast-
lines is expected to contain
about 15 trillion cubic feet
(425 billion cubic meters) of
gas, five times more than what
gas-dependent Germany used
in all of 2019. But production
isn't expected to start until the
end of next year.

That won't help solve
Europe's energy crisis triggered
by Russia's war in Ukraine. Still,
Gordon Birrell, an executive for
project co-developer BP, says
the development “could not be
more timely" as Europe seeks to
reduce its reliance on Russian
natural gas to power factories,
generate electricity and heat
homes.

“Current world events are
demonstrating the vital role that

(liquid gas) can play in under-
pinning the energy security of
nations and regions,” he told an
energy industry meeting in
West Africa last month.

While Africa's natural gas
reserves are vast and North
African countries like Algeria
have pipelines already linked to
Europe, a lack of infrastructure
and security challenges have
long stymied producers in other
parts of the continent from scal-
ing up exports. Already-estab-
lished African producers are
cutting deals or reducing ener-

gy use so they have more to sell
to boost their finances, but
some leaders warn that hun-
dreds of millions of Africans
lack electricity and supplies
are needed at home.

Nigeria has Africa's largest
natural gas reserves, said
Horatius Egua, a spokesman for
the petroleum minister, though
it accounts for only 14% of the
European Union's imports of
liquefied natural gas, or LNG,
that comes by ship. Projects face
the risk of energy thefts and
high costs. Other promising

countries like Mozambique
have discovered large gas reser-
ves only to see projects delayed
by violence from Islamic mili-
tants.

Europe has been scram-
bling to secure alternative
sources as Moscow has reduced
natural gas flows to EU coun-
tries, triggering soaring energy
prices and growing expectations
of a recession. The 27-nation
EU, whose energy ministers are
meeting this week to discuss a
gas price cap, is bracing for the
possibility of a complete Rus-
sian cutoff but has still managed
to fill gas reserves to 90%.

European leaders have
flocked to countries like
Norway, Qatar, Azerbaijan and
especially those in North Africa,
where Algeria has a pipeline
running to Italy and another to
Spain.

Italy signed a $4 billion gas
deal with Algeria in July, a
month after Egypt reached an
agreement with the European
Union and Israel to boost sales
of LNG. Angola also has signed
a gas deal with Italy.

	��� )
���	���

The Biden administration is
developing plans for Vene-

zuelans with financial sponsors
to be granted parole to enter the
United States, similar to how
Ukrainians have been admitted
after Russia's invasion, U.S.
Officials said Tuesday.

Four officials offered broad
outlines of the plan to deal with
a large increase in Venezuelans
arriving at the U.S. Border with
Mexico. They spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they
were not authorised to discuss
the matter publicly.

Venezuelans who cross the
border illegally on land would be
immediately returned to Mexico,
two officials said. Currently,
Mexico only accepts migrants
expelled under Title 42 author-
ity — a pandemic-era rule that
denies migrants rights to seek
asylum and is designed to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19 —
if they are from Guatemala, El
Salvador or Honduras, in addi-
tion to Mexico.

Venezuelans who qualify
for parole would enter the U.S.
At airports, two officials said,
mirroring a program intro-
duced in April that allows
Ukrainians with financial spon-
sors to stay for up to two years.

The officials strongly
emphasized that discussions
were fluid and plans could
change. The plans were report-
ed earlier Tuesday by CNN and

The New York Times.
While major questions

remain — such as how many
would be eligible for parole and
where Venezuelans would board
planes — the discussions
demonstrate concern about
what has emerged as a major
challenge to authorities in the
U.S., Mexico and Central
America and a test of a hemi-
spheric agreement reached in
June in Los Angeles for countries
that host migrants to confront
issues together.

The Homeland Security
Department did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment late Tuesday. 

Mexico's Foreign Affairs
Ministry said it would release
details when talks are final. 

“We are in discussions about
a new approach that includes
migration from Mexico and the
northern Central American
countries, as well as Haiti, Cuba,
Venezuela and Nicaragua, in an
orderly manner and with access
to employment options," the
ministry said in a statement.

Venezuelans recently sur-
passed Guatemalans and
Hondurans to become the sec-
ond-largest nationality stopped
at the U.S. Border after
Mexicans. In August, Venezue-
lans were stopped 25,349 times,
up 43% from 17,652 in July and
four times the 6,301 encounters
in August 2021, signaling a
remarkably sudden demo-
graphic shift.
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In his address to the Russian
Energy Week International

Forum, President Vladimir Putin
said Russia is ready to resume gas
supplies via one link of the
Nord Stream 2 pipeline that
remains operational, local media
reported.

The Russian leader said gas
could still be supplied by one
remaining intact part of the
Nord Stream 2 pipeline. The ball

was in the EU's court on whether
it wanted gas supplied via the
pipeline, he said.

Putin said, "Russia is ready
to start such supplies. The ball is
in the court of the EU. If they
want, they can just open the tap."

He went on to say that
Russia has nothing to do with the
sky-high energy prices that
Europeans are facing this winter,
instead blaming the West for
stoking a global energy crisis,
The Guardian reported.

It was the poorest countries
that would pay the highest price
in terms of rising energy costs,
Putin added. Those who bene-
fit the most from the damage

caused to the Nord Stream gas
pipelines in the Baltic Sea are the
ones responsible for it, Russian
President Vladmir Putin has
said, RT reported.

"Everybody understands
who is behind this and who is the
beneficiary. One can now force
the liquefied natural gas from the
US on to European countries on
a much larger scale," Putin said
in a speech at the Russian Energy
Week forum in Moscow on
Wednesday.
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Russian Federal Security
Service, known by the

Russian acronym FSB, said it
arrested five Russians and three
citizens of Ukraine and Armenia
in the attack on the Kerch
Bridge. 

A truck loaded with explo-
sives blew up while driving
across the bridge Saturday,
killing four people and causing
sections of road to collapse. 
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The world's first space tourist
wants to go back — only

this time, he's signed up for a
spin around the moon aboard
Elon Musk's Starship.

For Dennis Tito, 82, it's a
chance to relive the joy of his
trip to the International Space
Station, now that he's retired
with time on his hands. He isn't
interested in hopping on a 10-
minute flight to the edge of
space or repeating what he did
21 years ago. “Been there, done
that.”

His weeklong moonshot
— its date to be determined

and years in the future — will
bring him within 200 kilome-
ters of the lunar far side. He'll
have company: his wife, Akiko,
and 10 others willing to shell
out big bucks for the ride.

Tito won't say how much
he's paying; his Russian station
flight cost $20 million.

The couple recognise
there's a lot of testing and
development still ahead for
Starship, a shiny, bullet-shaped
behemoth that's yet to even
attempt to reach space.

“We have to keep healthy
for as many years as it's going
to take for SpaceX to complete
this vehicle,” Tito said in an

interview this week with The
Associated Press. 

“I might be sitting in a
rocking chair, not doing any

good exercise, if it wasn't for
this mission.”

Tito is actually the second
billionaire to make a Starship

reservation for a flight around
the moon. Japanese fashion
tycoon Yusaku Maezawa
announced in 2018 he was
buying an entire flight so he
could take eight or so others
with him, preferably artists.
The two men both flew to the
space station, from Kazakhstan
atop Russian rockets, 20 years
apart.

Tito kicked off space
tourism in 2001, becoming the
first person to pay his own way
to space and antagonising
NASA in the process. 

The U.S. Space agency did-
n't want a sightseer hanging
around while the station was

being built. 
But the Russian Space

Agency needed the cash and,
with the help of U.S.-based
Space Adventures, launched a
string of wealthy clients to the
station through the 2000s and,
just a year ago, Maezawa.

Well-heeled customers are
sampling briefer tastes of space
with Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin
rocket company. 

Richard Branson's Virgin
Galactic expects to take paying
passengers next year.

Starship has yet to launch
atop a Super Heavy booster
from the southern tip of Texas,
near the Mexican border. 
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Joe Biden's three-state swing
out West this week will cap-

ture, in a nutshell, the White
House's midterm strategy for a
president who remains broadly
unpopular: promote his admin-
istration's accomplishments and
appear where he can effectively
rally the party faithful — all
while continuing to rake in
campaign cash.

Biden's first stop Wednesday
is near Vail, Colorado, where he
is to designate his administra-
tion's first national monument
at the behest of Democratic Sen.
Michael Bennet, the state's
senior senator who finds him-
self in a competitive reelection
bid. 

Then the president will head
to California, where he will
hold a pair of events promoting
two of his most significant leg-
islative achievements and head-
line a fundraiser for the House

Democrats' campaign arm.
Finally, Biden will stop in

Oregon, where Democrats' grip
on the governor's mansion in
Salem is being threatened by an
unaffiliated candidate who has
captured double-digit support in
polling, giving an opening for a
Republican to win the race out-
right in November.

“We've been very clear that
the president is going to go out,
the vice president is going to go
out,” White House press secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre said
Tuesday. “They're going to talk

about the successes that we
have seen in this administration
in the last 19 months.”

It's all part of a campaign
blueprint fine-tuned over the last
several months for Biden, who
has been eager to travel the coun-
try but is facing the traditional
midterm headwinds against the
political party in power, an
unsettled economic outlook and
presidential approval ratings that
have remained stubbornly
underwater.

To counter Republican crit-
icisms over the economy and
inflation, Democratic candi-
dates have highlighted accom-
plishments such as bipartisan
infrastructure, manufacturing
laws, and a sweeping climate, tax
and health care package. 

Those achievements also
helped prompt a late-summer
uptick in Biden's own job per-
formance ratings earlier this
year. Democratic candidates
have also been far more likely to

appear with Biden if it's an offi-
cial White House event under-
scoring their achievements, such
as the groundbreaking for a
computer chip facility in sub-
urban Ohio that was aided
tremendously by the law that
bolsters domestic semiconduc-
tor production.

That's the approach in
Colorado, where the White
House says Biden will speak
about his administration's efforts
to “protect, conserve, and restore
some of America's most cher-
ished lands and waters for the
benefit of future generations."

Biden is to designate Camp
Hale — an alpine training site
where US soldiers prepared for
battles in the Italian Alps during
World War II — as his admin-
istration's first national monu-
ment. Many troops who trained
at Camp Hale returned to
Colorado after the war and
helped create the state's lucrative
ski industry. 
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Iran suffered a “major dis-
ruption” in internet service

Wednesday as calls for renewed
protests again saw demonstra-
tors on the streets weeks after
the death of a 22-year-old
woman who had been detained
by the country's morality
police, an advocacy group said.

The demonstrations over
the death of Mahsa Amini
have become one of the great-
est challenges to Iran's theoc-
racy since the country's 2009
Green Movement protests. 

Demonstrators have
included oil workers, high
school students and women
marching without their manda-
tory headscarf, or hijab.

Calls for protests beginning
at noon Wednesday saw a
massive deployment of riot
police and plainclothes officers
throughout Tehran, witnesses
said. 

They also described dis-
ruptions affecting their mobile
internet services.

NetBlocks, an advocacy
group, said that Iran's internet
traffic had dropped to some
25% compared to the peak,
even during a working day in
which students were in class
across the country.

“The incident is likely to
further limit the free flow of
information amid protests,”
NetBlocks said.
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Palestinian shops and busi-
nesses in east Jerusalem shut

down on Wednesday to protest
Israeli police raids in the area
that have prompted fierce clash-
es between police and
Palestinian protesters.

Israeli police have been
operating in the Shuafat refugee
camp in Jerusalem's eastern
sector to hunt for a suspect in a
deadly shooting attack at a
checkpoint on Sunday that killed
a soldier.

Police have been combing
Shuafat, a hardscrabble camp for
Palestinian refugees on the out-
skirts of Jerusalem, for the sus-
pect, setting up checkpoints
and deploying groups of armed
officers to question residents.

The heavy police presence
has sparked intense clashes with
local youth. The checkpoints

have choked off entry and exit
points out of the area, disturb-
ing daily life for residents.

The general strike was called
to protest the crackdown.

Schools and shops closed
across east Jerusalem, including
in the Old City, whose colour-
ful stores catering to tourists and
locals alike are usually abuzz
with activity.

“Showing solidarity with
Shuafat means more than a
day's income,” said Anan Sabah,
a butcher in the Old City. “The
camp has been closed and sur-
rounded for days. We are closed
to say that's collective punish-
ment.”
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Acourt in military-ruled
Myanmar convicted the

country's ousted leader, Aung
San Suu Kyi, on two more cor-
ruption charges on Wednesday,
with two three-year sentences
to be served concurrently,
adding to previous convictions
that now leave her with a 26-
year total prison term, a legal
official said.

Suu Kyi, 77, was detained
on February 1, 2021, when the
military seized power from
her elected government. 

She has denied the allega-
tions against her in this case, in
which she was accused of
receiving USD 550,000 as a
bribe from Maung Weik, a
tycoon convicted of drug traf-
ficking.

Corruption cases comprise
the biggest share of the many
charges the military has
brought against the 1991 Nobel
Peace laureate. Suu Kyi has

been charged with 12 counts in
total under the Anti-
Corruption Act, with each
count punishable by up to 15
years in prison and a fine.

Suu Kyi had already been
sentenced to 23 years' impris-
onment after being convicted
of illegally importing and pos-
sessing walkie-talkies, violating
coronavirus restrictions,
breaching the country's official
secrets act, sedition, election
fraud and five corruption
charges.
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China's ruling Communist
Party is set to slide back
to its founder Mao

Zedong's era soon as President
Xi Jinping is set to break the
decades-old 10-year term rule to
cling in power and perhaps for
life, amid mounting pressure
from the US-led West against
Beijing's aggressive quest to
become a dominant world
power.

On Sunday, 2,296 delegates
“elected” under the ideological
parameters set by 69-year-old Xi,
will attend the carefully-chore-
ographed Communist Party's
once-in-a-five-year Congress
which is widely expected to
endorse his continuation in
power.

The outcome of the in-
camera Party Congress is
expected to end two very strict
five-year term limits followed by
Xi's predecessors to avert the
danger of the one party state
becoming a country with a sin-
gle leader dominating the polit-
ical scene.

In the century-old history of
the CPC, Mao remained at the
helm until his death in 1976, rul-
ing the most populous country
and subjecting it to his ideolog-
ical experiments like the
Cultural Revolution during
which millions of intellectuals

were exterminated and wiped
out much of the country's civil-
isational past to create a new
socialist order.

Mao's mercurial leadership
was marked by brutal cam-
paigns to purge the remnants of
the capitalists and traditional ele-
ments from society and imple-
ment his brand of Communism
called Mao Zedong Thought. It
ended up disastrously driving
the communist nation to near
bankruptcy. 

Mao's successor, Deng

Xiaoping, who earned the title
of Paramount Leader for his
sedate and pragmatic leadership
putting the country on the path
of economic development
reversing Mao's hardline poli-
cies, introduced the collective
leadership system with a ten-
year term limit and 68-year age
limit to avoid the ills of the one
leader domination of the party.

The 12th Congress of the
CPC back in 1982 under the
leadership of Deng set China's
political and ideological direc-

tion for the next 35 years. The
same Congress set a new ideo-
logical direction for the party
giving high priority to econom-
ic development through market
reforms and opening to the
world.

It adopted the "Resolution
on Certain Questions on Party
History," which concluded that
Mao had committed profound
errors for having departed from
the party's official line in 1956
on the primacy of economic
development, continuing the
political class struggle for two
more decades.

The 1982 Congress also
resolved formally to repudiate
Mao's personality cult, absolute
power and leadership-for-life
and restore the principles of col-
lective party leadership, includ-
ing an evolving convention of
term limits.

Since then, all of Xi's pre-
decessors, Jiang Zemin and Hu
Jintao followed the 10-year
norm. Incidentally, China
recorded extraordinary eco-
nomic growth during their
tenures, propelling it to become
the second-largest economy
after the US.

The opening up of China
during those decades helped
China to get unfettered global
access and engagement, includ-
ing becoming a member of the
World Trade Organisation

(WTO).
"That era has now passed.

And the new era of Xi Jinping
has begun," said former
Australian Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd in one of his recent lec-
tures in the US on China.

“This is not simply an ana-
lytical assertion on my part. It is
what Xi himself has proclaimed:
as Mao's era of China standing
up was followed by Deng's era
of China becoming prosperous,
now followed by Xi's self-pro-
claimed new era of Chinese
national power," Rudd, a fluent
Chinese language speaker and
widely acclaimed expert on
China and the CPC, said.

Over three and half decades
later, the party which controls all
limbs of governance including
the military, the judiciary and
legislature are in the cusp of
returning to the 'One Leader'
rule amid its toughest period of
economic slowdown exasperat-
ed by the 'Zero COVID' policy,
increasing adversity with the US
and the West besides uneasy
relations with neighbours like
India and Japan.

Xi, known as a 'princeling'
as he was the son of the former
vice-premier, Xi Zhongxun, who
was persecuted by Mao for his
liberal views rose to ranks steadi-
ly becoming Vice President
under the previous President
Hu.
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Some 477 pilot whales have
died after stranding them-

selves on two remote New
Zealand beaches over recent
days, officials say.

None of the stranded whales
could be refloated and all either
died naturally or were
euthanised in a “heartbreaking”
loss, said Daren Grover, the
general manager of Project
Jonah, a nonprofit group which
helps rescue whales.

The whales beached them-
selves on the Chatham Islands,
which are home to about 600
people and located about 800
kilometers east of New Zealand's
main islands.

The Department of
Conservation said 232 whales
stranded themselves Friday at
Tupuangi Beach and another
245 at Waihere Bay on Monday.

The deaths come two weeks
after about 200 pilot whales died
in Australia after stranding
themselves on a remote
Tasmanian beach.

“These events are tough,

challenging situations,” the
Department of Conservation
wrote in a Facebook post. 

“Although they are natural
occurrences, they are still sad
and difficult for those helping.”

Grover said the remote loca-
tion and presence of sharks in
the surrounding waters meant
they couldn't mobilise volun-
teers to try to refloat the whales
as they have in past stranding
events.

“We do not actively refloat

whales on the Chatham Islands
due to the risk of shark attack to
humans and the whales them-
selves, so euthanasia was the
kindest option,” said Dave
Lundquist, a technical marine
advisor for the conservation
department.

Mass strandings of pilot
whales are reasonably common
in New Zealand, especially dur-
ing the summer months. 

Scientists don't know exact-
ly what causes the whales to

strand, although it appears their
location systems can get con-
fused by gently sloping sandy
beaches.

Grover said there is a lot of
food for the whales around the
Chatham Islands, and as they
swim closer to land, they would
quickly find themselves going
from very deep to shallow
water.

“They rely on their echolo-
cation and yet it doesn't tell them
that they are running out of
water,” Grover said. 

“They come closer and clos-
er to shore and become disori-
ented. The tide can then drop
from below them and before
they know it, they're stranded on
the beach.”

Because of the remote loca-
tion of the beaches, the whale
carcasses won't be buried or
towed out to sea, as is often the
case, but instead will be left to
decompose, Grover said.

“Nature is a great recycler
and all the energy stored with-
in the bodies of all the whales
will be returned to nature quite
quickly,” he said.
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Despite the disruption, wit-
nesses saw at least one demon-
stration in Tehran by some 30
women who had removed their
headscarves while chanting:
“Death to the dictator!” Those
cries, referring to Iran's Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
can result in a closed-door trial
in the country's Revolutionary
Court with the threat of a death
sentence.

Passing cars honked in sup-
port of the women despite the
threats of security forces. Other
women simply continued with
their day not wearing the hijab in
a silent protest, witnesses said.
Demonstrations also occurred on
university campuses in Tehran as
well, online videos purported to
show.

Lawyers also peacefully
demonstrated in front of the Iran

Central Bar Association in
Tehran, chanting: “Woman, life,
freedom" — a slogan of the
demonstrations so far. The video
corresponded to known features
of the association's building. A
later video posted by activists
purported to show them fleeing
after security forces fired tear gas
at them.

Videos also purported to
show demonstrations Wednes-
day in Baharestan, just southeast
of the city of Isfahan, as well as
in the southern city of Shiraz
and northern city of Rasht on
the Caspian Sea. Gathering
information about the demon-
strations remains difficult amid
the internet restrictions and
the arrests of at least 40 jour-
nalists in the country, according
to the Committee to Protect
Journalists.
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South Korean company
Mirae Asset’s discount

broking application m.Stock
faced a three-hour downtime,
impacting investors during
market hours on Wednesday.

A company official said
there was a technical glitch that
resulted in the downtime, but
the same was rectified well
before the close of market
hours, which helped decrease
the inconvenience for cus-

tomers. 
In a tweet at 1415 hrs in the

afternoon, m.Stock said the
issues have been resolved and
it regrets the inconvenience
caused to the customers. 

A major problem was with
the mobile application and
customers could intermittent-
ly access the service from the

web during the downtime, the
official said. The company has
over 50,000 paid accounts, as
per the official. 

Responding to social
media chatter about customer
care being unresponsive during
the downtime, the official clar-
ified that all the calls were
responded to. 

In April this year, Mirae
launched the application with
plans that included zero bro-
kerage after the payment of a
one-time fee of �999. 
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India’s industrial production
contracted 0.8 per cent in

August, according to the offi-
cial data released on
Wednesday.

The IIP had grown 13 per
cent in August 2021.

As per the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP)
data released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO), the
manufacturing sector’s output
contracted 0.7 per cent in
August 2022. The mining out-
put contracted 3.9 per cent,
while power generation
increased 1.4 per cent during
August. 

In April 2020, industrial
production had contracted 57.3
per cent due to a decline in eco-
nomic activities.
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Benchmark BSE Sensex
rebounded nearly 1 per

cent while Nifty reclaimed the
17,100 level on Wednesday as
value buying in energy, bank-
ing, IT and FMCG shares
helped the indices cut short a
three-day losing run.

Positive trends in European
markets and US stock index
futures ahead of the release of
Fed meeting minutes and infla-
tion data also boosted investor
sentiment.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 478.59 points or 0.84
per cent to settle at 57,625.91.
During the day, it jumped
540.32 points or 0.94 per cent
to 57,687.64.

The broader NSE Nifty
reclaimed the 17,100 level by
jumping 140.05 points or 0.82
per cent to close at 17,123.60.

“Bears took a breather
today as markets witnessed a
relief rally after getting ham-
mered in the past few sessions.
However, the recovery doesn’t
seem to be sustainable as mul-
tiple negative factors are at
play,” said Shrikant Chouhan,
Head of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities Ltd.

“The domestic market

was successful in overcoming
the weak cues from global
peers as it focused on quarter-
ly earnings. The IT earnings
season got off to a strong start,
which improved the sector’s
spirits,” said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

Among Sensex shares,
Power Grid rose the most by
3.5 per cent. Axis Bank rose by
2.89 per cent, NTPC by 2.42
per cent, IndusInd Bank 1.97
per cent, L&T by 1.7 per cent,
and UltraTech Cement by 1.65
per cent.

Gains in Reliance
Industries, HDFC, HDFC
Bank, Kotak Bank, HUL, and
ITC helped indices bounce
back.
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IT services company HCL
Technologies on Wednesday

posted a 7 per cent year-on-
year rise in consolidated net
profit to �3,489 crore for the
September quarter and raised
the full-year revenue guidance.

The net profit stood at
�3,259 crore in the year-ago
period.

The revenue for the three
months ended September 30,
2022, came in at �24,686 crore,
19.5 per cent higher than the
same period the previous year.

The board has also
declared an interim dividend of
�10 per equity share for the
financial year 2022-23.
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The Government is likely to
start approving proposals

to set up electronic chip and
display manufacturing plants in
the country in next 30-60 days,
Minister of State for Electronics
and IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said on Wednesday.

Speaking at IESA Vision
Summit, Chandrasekhar said
there has been a tremendous
progress in the development of
the semiconductor ecosystem

in the country in the last 8-9
months.

The government has
received proposals from five
companies for setting up elec-
tronic chip and display manu-
facturing plants with invest-
ment of Rs 1.53 lakh crore.

Vedanta Foxconn JV, IGSS
Ventures, ISMC propose to set
up electronic chip manufac-
turing plants with USD 13.6
billion investment and have
sought support of USD 5.6 bil-
lion from the Centre under the
Rs 76,000 crore Semicon India
Programme.
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Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on

Wednesday said unseasonal
rains in some parts of the
country have affected small
farmers and are getting com-
pensation under the govern-
ment’s crop insurance scheme.

At a conference on
‘Enhancing Agricultural
Productivity: Integration of
Improved Seeds and Agri
Inputs’, the minister also said
Indian agriculture sector as
well as profit or loss in farming
are dependent on nature.

“You all must be experi-
encing now that unseasonal
rains have caused losses to
small and marginal farmers,” he
said.

According to him, farmers
have security cover as they get
compensations under the crop
insurance scheme Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY).

The scheme provides pro-
tection to farmers from crop
losses.

Delhi-NCR and various
districts of Uttar Pradesh have
received unseasonal rains this
month.

So far, Tomar said the
insurance companies have pro-
vided a compensation of Rs
1.22 lakh crore to affected
farmers. However, he rued that
all farmers are not covered
under the PMFBY.

While the compensation
amount provides relief to the
affected farmers, it does not
compensate for their hard-
work, Tomar said.

The minister also listed
out challenges faced by the
Indian agriculture sector,
including the gradual reduction
in cultivable area because of the
need of land for infrastructure
development.

There is also a challenge to
attract young generation in
the farm sector. In such a sit-
uation, there is a need to bring
new technology besides better
marketing system for agricul-
tural produce, he said.

Further, the minister said
market infrastructure needs to
be set up in rural areas as stor-
age and transportation of crops
are also big challenge.
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IT services major Wipro Ltd
on Wednesday reported a 9.3

per cent drop in its September
quarter net profit, weighed
down by rising staff expenses
and lower non-US earnings.

Profit attributable to equi-
ty shareholders of the compa-
ny was 9.3 per cent lower at Rs
2,659 crore, the company said
in a statement.

The company had report-
ed a consolidated net profit of
Rs 2,930.6 crore in the same
period a year back.

However, on a sequential
basis, profit rose 3.72 per cent
in the quarter under review,
from Rs 2,563.6 crore in the
previous June quarter.
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The domestic steel demand
needs to grow at a com-

pound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 9 per cent over the
next decade to meet 160 kg per
capita steel consumption target
envisaged in the National Steel
Policy (NSP).

Launched in 2017, NSP
also aims to ramp up the coun-
try’s crude steel production to
300 million tonne (MT) by
2030-31.

Jayanta Roy, Senior Vice-
President & Group Head,
Corporate Sector Ratings, Icra
said, India’s current per capita
steel demand of 76 kg is not
only significantly below the
world average of 233 kg per
capita, but also remains the
lowest among Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa

(BRICS) nations.
To take the country’s steel

consumption close to NSP tar-
get of 160 kg per capita in
FY2031, the domestic steel
demand would need to grow at
a CAGR of 9 per cent in the
next decade, the expert said in
an Icra report on Wednesday.

He further noted, “This is
almost double the growth rate
achieved in the decade gone by.
While achieving this milestone
will be challenging, it is not
impossible, as the country has
been able to demonstrate
growth of a similar magnitude
in the past.”
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Multiplex operator PVR on
Wednesday said it has

received the nod from its share-
holders for the scheme of
merger with rival Inox Leisure.

The leading cinema
exhibitor convened a meeting
of its shareholders on Tuesday
following the directions of the
Mumbai bench of the National

Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT)

The proposal was passed
by over 99 per cent of the num-
ber of valid votes cast, said the
scrutiniser’s report of the meet-
ing shared by PVR.

In June this year, both
PVR and Inox Leisure said they
had received clearance for their
merger from bourses NSE and
BSE.
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The rupee fell 14 paise to
close at 82.35 (provisional)

against the US dollar on
Wednesday amid the strength-
ening of the American curren-
cy and sustained foreign fund
outflows.

Besides, risk aversion sen-
timent among investors
weighed on the local unit.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 82.32, then
fell further to settle at 82.35
against the American curren-
cy, registering a decline of 14
paise over its previous close.

During the session, the
local unit witnessed an intra-
day high of 82.15 and a low of
82.37 against the greenback.

On Tuesday, the rupee
rebounded from its all-time
low to close 19 paise higher at
82.21 against the US dollar.

“In line with the dollar
index, the rupee marked anoth-
er steady day. So far this week,
the rupee has been trading in
a narrow range and closing
near 82.32,” said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

Parmar said a rebound in
the domestic equities and the
central bank’s intervention
ahead of the crucial retail infla-

tion release supported the
rupee on Wednesday’s trade.

In the near-term, spot
USD/INR is expected to trade
in the range of 82.10 to 82.80,
Parmar noted.

Traders said investors
remained cautious ahead of the
release of key domestic macro
data India’s inflation, IIP and
manufacturing output are due
today, while the FOMC min-
utes are scheduled for late
evening.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, declined 0.01
per cent to 113.21. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude futures
rose 0.39 per cent to USD
94.66 per barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex advanced 478.59 points
or 0.84 per cent to end at
57,625.91, while the broader
NSE Nifty rose 140.05 points or
0.82 per cent to 17,123.60.
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Go l d
p r i c e s

in the
n a t i o n a l
capital fell by �20 to �51,155
per 10 grams on Wednesday,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had closed at
�51,175 per 10 grams.

Silver also declined by
�473 to �58,169 per kg from
�58,642 per kg.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading flat at
USD 1,669.5 per ounce while
silver was down at USD 19.18
per ounce. “COMEX gold held
steady in the morning trade
after the Bank of England’s
comments on the removal of
emergency market support,”
said Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst at HDFC Securities.
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Despite rising interest rates,
leading home loan players

SBI and HDFC have
announced discounted interest
rates beginning at 8.40 per
cent as part of their festive
offerings.

SBI in a statement said that
its home loan book has topped
the Rs 6 lakh crore mark, a first
in the industry. The leading
lender said it is offering up to
25 bps discount on interest rate
to new home loan borrowers,
making the entry level rate at
8.40 per cent and the offer will
run up to January 31, 2023.

The largest pure-play
mortgage player HDFC, which
is awaiting its merger with its
banking subsidiary HDFC
Bank, said it’s also offering
discounted interest rates to
new borrowers to the tune of 20
bps or at 8.40 per cent.

According to HDFC web-
site, the festive offer is valid up
to November 30, and the low
rate will be applicable to those
borrowers who have a mini-
mum credit score of 750.

Leading banks and mort-
gage players have increased
their lending rates by up to 0.50
percentage point after the
Reserve Bank of India last
raised its repo rate by 50 bps to

tame inflation.
State Bank of India did not

offer details such as the credit
score conditions or the ticket
size of the loan to avail of the
lower rates. It further said the
festive offer also includes waiv-
er of the processing fees, bal-
ance transfers/takeovers and
top-up loans.

The bank had crossed the
Rs 5 lakh crore-mark home
loan mark in January 2021.

SBI said while the new
loan comes up to 0.25 per-
centage point lower than its
existing rates, new top-up loans
will be 0.15 percentage point
cheaper, and loans against
property will be cheaper by
0.30 percentage point. None of
these offerings will have pro-
cessing fees.

Commenting on the mile-
stone, chairman Dinesh Khara

said SBI has over 28 lakh home
loan customers.

Alok Kumar Choudhary,
the managing director-retail
banking & operations, said,
while interest rate for new loan
buyers and loan takeovers starts
at 8.40 per cent and top-up
loans start at 8.80 per cent.

Meanwhile, HDFC told
PTI that its retail home loan
book stood at Rs 5.363 lakh
crore in the June quarter and its
developer loan book at Rs
1.351 lakh crore, taking the
overall AUM to Rs 6.714 lakh
crore. The mortgage lender
has not disclosed the Q2 num-
bers yet. Earlier in the month,
HDFC had said it sold indi-
vidual loans worth Rs 34,513
crore in the second quarter, up
from Rs 27,199 crore, closing its
gap with SBI to just about Rs
29,187 crore. 
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The Government will look to
stabilise its e-commerce

firm ONDC and address the
data privacy concerns before
bringing a proposed e-com-
merce policy, according to an
official source.

In June 2021, the
Department of Consumer
Affairs under the Food and
Consumer Affairs Ministry
released a draft set of rules that
aims to tighten the governance
of e-commerce 
platforms.

On the other side, the
Department of Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) under the Commerce
and Industry Ministry is also
framing a national e-commerce
policy. 

A couple of ministries are
involved in the policy making
as it lies in the jurisdiction of
other legislations.

“We have already launched
the Open Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) to help

small retailers. It has gone
quite well. We have raised
funds for ONDC. Once this
gets stabilised and democra-
tised, it will be easy to formalise
the proposed e-commerce pol-
icy,” the source said.

There is also an element of
data privacy in e-commerce,
which Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology is
looking into it and working on
a law, the source said.

The proposed e-com-
merce policy will get finalised
when all the concerned min-
istries are in perfect “align-
ment”, the source added.

The work is in progress
and no deadline has been set as
of now, the source 
added.

The e-commerce policy is
expected to impact the Indian
e-commerce market, which is
projected to touch USD 188 bil-
lion in 2025 from USD 64 bil-
lion in 2020, with growing
consumer preference to buy on
the digital marketplace, accord-
ing to a FICCI report.
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With inflation staying
above the upper toler-

ance limit for nine straight
months, the Reserve Bank will
now have to submit a report to
the central government detail-
ing reasons for the failure to
contain prices and remedial
steps to rein in the price 
rise.

The Reserve Bank of India
Act mandates that in the case
of the inflation target not being
met for three consecutive quar-
ters, the central bank has to
submit a report to the govern-
ment explaining the reasons
and detail the remedial actions
it will be taking to check the
price rise.

This will be the first time
since the onset of the Monetary
Policy Framework which came
into effect in 2016 that the RBI
will be made to explain its
actions in a report to the gov-
ernment.

As per the mandate given
to the Reserve Bank by the
Union Government, the central
bank is required to ensure

retail inflation remains at 4 per
cent with a margin of 2 per cent
on either side.

Now, the Secretary to the
MPC, which factors in retail
inflation while arriving at bi-
monthly monetary policy, will
now schedule a separate meet-
ing of the rate-setting panel to
discuss and draft the report to
be sent to the Central
Government under the provi-
sions of the Reserve Bank of
India Act.

The one-day meeting of
MPC members is likely to take
place post-Diwali because the
RBI functionaries are current-
ly in the US for IMF and
World Bank meetings.

Last month, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das had said the
central bank considers the
communication to the gov-
ernment for missing the infla-
tion targets as privileged com-
munication and will not be
making it public.
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India Infrastructure Finance
Company Ltd (IIFCL) aims

to double its exposure to infra-
structure investment trust
(InvIT) to �2,500 crore during
the current financial 
year.

IIFCL invested �975 crore
in project bonds, including
around �324 crore of bonds in
renewable energy InvIT during
2021-22.

“We are looking at all good
AAA rated InvITs for invest-
ment on the debt side.
Depending on the opportuni-
ties, InvIT exposure may cross
Rs 2,500 crore by the end of the
current financial year,” IIFCL
managing director P R
Jaishankar told PTI.
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Dawid Malan posted 82 to
lead the batting and Sam

Curran snared three wickets to
help England clinch a series vic-
tory over Australia with an
eight-run win on Wednesday
that will be a setback for the
hosts ahead of their title defense
at the T20 World Cup.

Malan plundered seven
boundaries and four sixes in his
49-ball innings and shared a 92-
run fifth -wicket stand with
Moeen Ali that propelled
England from a precious 54-4
in the 9th over to a total of 178-
7 after being sent in to bat.

Curran took some big
wickets when Glenn Maxwell
(8) pulled a bouncer to Alex
Hales at mid-wicket in the 8th
over and Marcus Stoinis (22)
picked out Harry Brook at
deep mid-wicket in the 12th.
He returned to end Australia's
hopes by taking out the leg
stump of Tim David (40 of 23
balls) with a perfect yorker in
the 18th. The Australians fin-
ished on 170-6.

England won the series-
opening match in Perth last
Sunday by eight runs but was
facing a full-strength bowling
attack in Canberra, with
Australia making five changes

for Game 2.
Malan went in at the start

of the third over after skipper
Jos Buttler was out for 17, and
he dug in while Hales (4), Ben
Stokes (7) and Harry Brook (1)
all fell cheaply.

Australia captain Aaron
Finch said the difference
Wednesday was the fielding,
with his lineup putting down
four chances and England hold-
ing every catch.

“We were really poor in the
field, especially when we had
them four (wickets) down
inside the first 10 overs,” he said.

Malan, playing his 50th
T20 international, raised his 50
from 31 balls and kept the pres-
sure on the Australian attack
with controlled aggression and
some hefty hitting.

He had a reprieve on 54
when he skied one down the
ground off Mitchell Starc and
David was not only unable to
catch the ball, but promoted it
over the boundary for six.

“Over the moon," Malan
said of his player-of-the-match
performance.

“Thankfully got away with
a little bit here and there."

The teams will meet again
in Canberra on Friday before a
final week of preparation for the
T20 World Cup.
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Captain Nitish Rana smashed
a magnificent hundred as

Delhi comfortably beat Punjab
by 12 runs in a group B league
fixture of the Syed Mushtaq Ali
T20 tournament here on
Wednesday.

Rana, a T20 specialist and
Kolkata Knight Riders star, was
simply too good for the Punjab
bowling unit as he scored 107
off only 61 balls with the help
of nine fours and seven sixes to
take Delhi to a solid 191 for 4
in 20 overs.

In reply, Punjab could only
manage 179 for 5 with Ishant
Sharma picking up 2 for 35 in
his 4 overs.

Rana also did star turn
with his off-breaks, picking
2/24 in 3 overs.

Earlier, Rana scored his
maiden T20 hundred off only 55
balls and also added 173 runs in
just 16.4 overs with U-19 World
Cup-winning India captain Yash
Dhull (66 not out off 45 balls),
who also got his first half-cen-
tury in shortest format.

Dhull, playing only his sec-
ond T20 game, smashed four
fours and as many sixes.
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Indore: Samarth Vyas blazed
away to 97 off 52 balls to power
Saurashtra to a four-wicket win
over Baroda in a group D fixture
here.

Chasing 176, Vyas single-
handedly steered Saurashtra to
their highest successful run
chase in the tournament.

With 96 needed of the last
eight overs, the 26-year-old
upped the ante.

He first hit impact substi-
tute Safvan Patel, who came in
for Dhruv Patel, for a four to
bring up his fifty in style and
then whacked two sixes to col-
lect 20 runs of the 14th over.

In the groove, Vyas along
with Jay Gohill (17 not out)
plundered 45 runs off the next
two overs. The duo hit four
maximums and three bound-
aries.

Vyas unfortunately feel
three runs short of what would
have been a well-deserved cen-

tury. His innings was studded
with nine sixes and five fours.

Earlier, Mitesh Patel and
Vishnu Solanki struck scintillat-
ing half-centuries to help
Baroda post a challenging 175
for 4.

In the day and night game,
Bihar trounced Nagaland by six
wicket in a low scoring match.
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Lucknow: Defending champi-
ons Tamil Nadu outplayed
Odisha by five wickets in a
group E fixture here.

Skipper Baba Aparajith (63
not out) played the role of
sheet anchor to perfection,
notching up an unbeaten 63-
run knock after Tamil Nadu
bowlers, led by T Natarajan,
restricted Odisha to below 150.

Opting to bat, Odisha rode
on half-centuries by
Subhranshu Senapati (65) and
Anshy Rath (51) to post 141/3.

In reply, Tamil Nadu got off
to a strong start despite Gujarat
Titans player Sai Sudershan's
(14) dismissal in the fourth
over.

CSK opener N Jagadeesan
(35) slammed three bound-
aries and a six and added 48
runs with Aparajith. But the
Odisha bowlers did well to
stage a comeback as they picked
up a flurry of wickets to rattle
to defending champions.

With the wickets falling
like ninepins at the other end,
Aparajith kept his calm and
continued with business as
usual.

The 28-year-old batting all-
rounder sent the ball to the
fence seven times and was ably
supported by M Shahrukh
Khan (19) as the two shared a
vital 46-ran stand.

In the end, Tamil Nadu
knocked off the target with
seven balls to spare.

Earlier, out-of favour left-
arm medium pacer Natarajan
(2/32) did well to break the
partnership between Senapati
and Rath.

In another match in the
group, Gaurav Puri slammed an
unbeaten 47-ball 93 to power
Chandigarh to a 66-run win
over Sikkim.
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Left-arm quick Marco Jansen has replaced
the injured Dwaine Pretorius in South

Africa's 15-member squad for the upcom-
ing T20 World Cup in Australia, the coun-
try's cricket board announced on
Wednesday.

All-rounder Pretorius was ruled out of
the T20 showpiece after sustaining an injury
in his left thumb during the third T20I
against India.

The 22-year-old Jansen was initially
part of the travelling reserves and has been
replaced by pacer Lizaad Williams in the
standby list, Cricket South Africa (CSA) said
in a media release.

Jansen has represented South Africa in
just one T20I. His debut in the format came
during their tour of India in June this year.
He had taken one wicket for 38 runs in the

Rajkot match.
The tall pacer has also played seven

Tests and three ODIs for South Africa.
He was part of the T20I squad in the

recent series against India but didn't get a
game. He replaced Pretorius for the ODI
series and featured in the third game
before finding a place in the T20 World Cup
squad.

South Africa will begin their campaign
in the T20 showpiece against a qualifying
team on October 24 in Australia.

T20 World Cup squad: Temba Bavuma
(C), Quinton de Kock, Reeza Hendricks,
Marco Jansen, Heinrich Klaasen, Keshav
Maharaj, Aiden Markram, David Miller,
Lungi Ngidi, Anrich Nortje, Wayne Parnell,
Kagiso Rabada, Rilee Rossouw, Tabraiz
Shamsi and Tristan Stubbs.

Reserves: Bjorn Fortuin, Andile
Phehlukwayo, Lizaad Williams.
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Pacer Deepak Chahar, who
was a strong contender to
replace Jasprit Bumrah

in the Indian squad for the T20
World Cup, has been ruled of
the marquee event due to a
back injury, BCCI sources said
on Wednesday.

While Chahar, a stand-by
player for the World Cup, will
miss the plane to Australia, the
national selectors have asked
pacers Mohammed Shami,
Mohammed Siraj and Shardul
Thakur to join the squad.

The trio will fly to Australia
on Wednesday night.

"Deepak will take some
time to get fit. His back issue
has flared up again. His ankle
is fine and there wasn't any
problem there. So BCCI is
sending three reinforcements,
Mohammed Shami, Moham-
med Siraj and Shardul Thakur,"
a BCCI official said.

One among the three pac-
ers will replace Bumrah in the
squad of 15.

Since the team has time till
October 15 to announce Bum-
rah's replacement, the team
management has time to check
out form and fitness of all three
pacers.

Chahar had competed in
the T20 series against South
Africa but developed a back
issue and was forced to skip the
ODI series. He reported to
National Cricket Academy
(NCA) for rehabilitation.

Chahar missed cricketing
action for nearly six months
early this year after suffering a
hamstring tear, which was fol-
lowed by a back injury. He
came back during the tour of
Zimbabwe.

Pacers' timely arrival in
Australia will give them time
enough to acclimatisation to
the conditions Down Under. In
case their services are required,
they will ready for the contest.

Shami with his artistry and
experience leads the race but
Siraj was excellent in the
recently-concluded ODI series
against South Africa, where he
emerged Player of the Series.
Siraj took five wickets, includ-
ing three in the Ranchi ODI, in

three games.
Shardul with his all round

abilities will provide cover to
Hardik Pandya but most like-
ly he will be in stand-by list.

Ravi Bishnoi and Shreyas
Iyer are unlikely to travel for the
time being and will only join
the team in case the team asks
for a batter's replacement.

Bishnoi will travel in case
there is any injury to Yuzvendra
Chahal.

"Shreyas has been told that
Deepak Hooda is fit, so he
would only be called if any spe-
cialist batter gets injured. He
has been asked to play Mushtaq
Ali trophy and remain ready."
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Devon Conway continued a
compelling run of form

leading into the T20 World
Cup with an innings of 64 on
Wednesday in New Zealand's
48-run win over Bangladesh at
the New Zealand T20 Tri-series.

With his help, New Zealand
made 208-5 after losing the toss
and then restricted Bangladesh
to 160-7.

Conway made 70 not out
and 49 not in his two previous
innings in the series, carrying
his bat on both occasions as
New Zealand posted wins over
Bangladesh and Pakistan. With
his 36 in New Zealand's open-
ing loss to Pakistan, he has made
219 runs in the series so far at
an average of 109.5. He now has
six half centuries in T20 inter-
nationals.

Conway provided the
engine of New Zealand's innings
Wednesday, taking his runs
from only 40 deliveries at a
strike rate of 160.0 with five
fours and three sixes.

Glenn Phillips took up
where Conway left off, blasting
60 from 24 balls with two fours
and five sixes at 250.0. Martin
Guptill made 34 batting at No.
3 in his first appearance at the

tournament, and opener Finn
Allen hit 32 from 19 balls.

“The way Devon batted
was really phenomenal,” Phillips
said. “The partnership he and
Guptill produced really set us up
and I was just able to swing the
bat at the end.

“For us that was the com-
plete batting performance and
the blueprint rolled out perfect-
ly.”

Captain Kane Williamson
was rested for the match but will
return when New Zealand plays
Pakistan in the tournament
final on Friday. Pakistan will
play Bangladesh in the last of the
round-robin matches Thursday.

The odds were against
Bangladesh, which has sur-
passed 200 in a T20 innings on
only three occasions. It made a
good run at it, reaching 90-3
after 10 overs.

The loss of Soumya Sarkar
at the end of the 10th over was
a blow; he put on 43 with cap-
tain Shakib Al Hasan in brisk
time.

Shakib carried the innings,
making 70 from 44 balls, includ-
ing a half century from 33
deliveries. He was out in the
19th over when Bangladesh
was 153-7 and the match
already was lost.
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It has been a smooth ride for
the mighty Indian team so far

and the trend is expected to con-
tinue when the sub-continent
powerhouse aim to crush min-
nows Thailand one more time in
the Women's Asia Cup semifi-
nal here on Thursday.

The last match between
two teams had turned out to be
a huge mismatch as India had
skittled Thailand out for just 37
runs in 15.1 overs to run away
with an easy win during the
league stage.

Thailand would look to do
better than their previous batting
effort against India after making
the Asia Cup semi-final entry for
the first time at the expense of
hosts defending champions
Bangladesh.

The Naruemol Chaiwai-led
side would hope to prove that
their qualification for the tour-
nament was not a fluke.

For India, the tournament
came as a perfect opportunity to
test their bench strength and
give their less-experienced play-
ers "enough game time" ahead
of the next year's T20 World Cup
in South Africa.

As a result, India's star skip-
per Harmanpreet Kaur played
only three of their six league
matches, and even dropped
down to No. 7 against Pakistan
in the only game they lost.

The team tried out the likes
of T20 power-hitter Kiran
Prabhu Navgire and Dayalan
Hemalatha in search of a "finish-
er".

While rookie Navgire, who
smashed the fastest fifty in the
Women's T20 Challenge earlier
in May, has managed just 10
runs from three innings, the
more experienced Hemalatha
has also failed to impress — 45
runs, four innings.

It remains to be seen if the
team continues to experiment or
play full strength to be ready for
the title clash.

The spin troika of Deepti
Sharma, Sneh Rana and

Rajeshwari Gayakwad easily
kept most of the teams under
check.

To make it a contest, the
onus would be on their Thai-
land's top three — Nannapat
Koncharoenkai, Natthakan
Chantham and skipper Chaiwai.

The trio has done bulk of
the scoring for the team and a
big test awaits them against a dis-
ciplined Indian attack.

The biggest positive for
India has been Jemimah
Rodrigues' stunning form as
she has shouldered the respon-
sibility in the middle-order and
is leading the run-charts with
188 runs with two half-centuries.

������<�4
	

Former South Africa quick
Dale Steyn feels the pace and

bounce on Australian pitches
will suit Suryakumar Yadav's
360-degree game, making him
India's go-to player in the
upcoming T20 World Cup.

Following a hattrick of half-
centuries in the bilateral home
series against Australia, the
Mumbaikar continued his red-
hot form Down Under as he
slammed a 35-ball 53 in India's
13-run win over Western
Australia in a practice match
here on Monday.

"He is a wonderful 360-
degree player, and reminds me
of AB de Villiers. He could be
India's version of AB de Villiers

and with the red-hot form that
he's in right now, he's a player
to definitely watch out for this
World Cup," Steyn said on Star
Sports show ‘Cricket Live'.

Steyn went on to explain
how the Australian conditions
would be just perfect for the
Indian No. 4 to hit top-gear.

The Rohit Sharma-led side
will face Australia on October
17 at the Gabba in the official
warm-up game before taking
on Pakistan in their tournament
opener on October 23.

"He's the kind of player that
likes to use the pace of the ball.
He likes to get in behind the
square. In places like Perth,
Melbourne, all of these grounds,
there is a little bit of extra pace
on it.

"So, you can use the pace,
you can hit on fine leg, behind
and all along the carpet. And
he's also really good when
standing still and getting off the
back foot.

"He has played some amaz-
ing back foot cover drives and
some beautiful cover drives off
the front foot too. So, he's an all-
round player, and it's in
Australia, where the wickets are
so good, they are batter friend-
ly.

"You can also get away
when a bowler tries to bowl full,
you can place the ball left and
you can use the pace of the ball
really well, given some room,"
he added.

While India's first-choice
white ball players are in

Australia, Team India under
Shikhar Dhawan outclassed
South Africa 2-1 in the one-day
series that concluded in New
Delhi on Tuesday.

Shreyas Iyer, who was
named vice-captain in the
series, continued his dream
run in the ODIs as he amassed
191 runs from three innings to
top the charts.

Heaping praise on Iyer,
Steyn said: "There's just little
things you can do to improve
your game, but the way he's bat-
ting at the moment, I don't
think he has to change much.

"He looks in phenomenal
form. He's seeing the ball like
it's a beach ball and for him in
India, that's continued a long
way,” Steyn added.
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In-form batter Suryakumar
Yadav continued to be the

top ranked Indian batter in the
shortest format, holding on to
his second spot in the latest
ICC T20I rankings released on
Wednesday.

Suryakumar, who finished
India's recent T20I series at
home against South Africa as
their leading run-scorer, is on
838 points, behind Pakistan
wicketkeeper batter
Mohammad Rizwan.

The 32-year-old is the lone
Indian in the top 10.

Opener KL Rahul and
veteran Virat Kohli occupy
the 13th and 14th spots while
skipper Rohit Sharma is 16th.

Kiwi star Devon Conway,
the leading run-getter in the
ongoing T20I tri-series in New
Zealand, jumped into the top
five after the impressive show-
ing in the three-team series.

Conway made an unbeat-
en 70 against Bangladesh and
another unbeaten 49 against
Pakistan in the following game
to leapfrog Aaron Finch and
Dawid Malan and make it to
the top five with 760 rating
points.

The New Zealand batter
closely follows South Africa
middle-order batter Aiden
Markram, who is at No.4 with
777 points.

The top three in the bat-

ting rankings remain intact
with Rizwan, Suryakumar and
Babar Azam holding onto
their rankings.

In the ODI batting rank-
ings, Shikhar Dhawan dropped
down six places despite India's
2-1 series win against South
Africa.

The India opener comes in
at No.17 with Kohli and Rohit,
both of whom also dropped
down the rankings a bit after
missing the ODI series, the
only Indian batters ahead of
him.

While Kohli is seventh,
Rohit is a spot behind his com-
patriot at eighth. The duo
missed the recently-concluded
ODI series against South
Africa.

Shreyas Iyer (33) and
Sanju Samson (93) were the big
movers in the top 100 of the
batting rankings.

����!��������072 �, .�6���!�����!�$��� ������B��&� �,/�$��� (�*

�<�=.
��!>*.-9�=/
�+�),	-��	��)�:-.)�.-

+�
��	F	������	��
�
-��	���
	 23!	������

<�������������������	����
�����	������07�;�����>���

'�������
��4�������
���������	����
��

)<2G

<�
2��
��4��	��	
M)
3�2)	����1�
4�I�)'�G�

'��	��&����	������	��
2��	��	 23!	��������

%�����	������
�����	��
	��	;8/	0�
'���(�	'��&��	'�����
	���	��	(���	!����	��	"��

��
�
2��
�
���/�'���	��'��

'�K�)�2	�)�
�
	�)'
)�<'��
12	�
�4<'
��3���/���
�4
�

	))<��
����
)

1�2����'��)
	/�'��
��	�)�2	�)



��


