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Voting ended on Monday in
the Congress presidential

poll amid a high-pitched con-
test between senior leaders M
Mallikarjun Kharge and Shashi
Tharoor for the top post about
which the incumbent and the
longest-serving president Sonia
Gandhi said she had been
“waiting for this day”.

“I have been waiting for a
long time for this day,” Sonia
said after voting at the AICC
headquarters in Delhi.

The turnout was about 96
per cent, said the AICC office.

With the party now set to
name its first non-Gandhi pres-
ident in over 24 years on
Wednesday, senior party lead-
ers, including Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot,
stressed the Gandhi family’s
guidance will be crucial and
will play an important role in
the party in the days to come.

Both Kharge and Tharoor
have emphasised that the
Gandhis hold a special place in
the party. Kharge has gone to

the extent of saying that he
would seek the “guidance” and
“suggestions” of Gandhis.
Tharoor has asserted that no
Congress president can func-
tion by keeping a distance
from the Gandhis as their
DNA runs in the party’s blood.

Given the trend and the
support Kharge received as
compared to Tharoor, the
Karnataka veteran leader is
clear favourite to bag the top
post. Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat polls will be the perfect
challenge for Kharge to ensure
Congress bucks the trend of
losing Assembly elections. The
new party chief will have to
deal with the Rajasthan crisis.

“It’s a moment of pride for
the entire Congress that we’re

in the democratic process to
elect the party president. It’s
only Congress that can elect the
party president. We are demon-
strating real democracy.
Nobody will be a rubber stamp
president,” said Congress gen-
eral secretary KC Venugopal,
who also voted at AICC HQ.

Sonia, her daughter and
party general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi, and former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh cast their votes at the
party’s headquarters in Lutyens
Delhi,  while Rahul Gandhi cast
his vote in a meeting room con-
tainer converted into a polling
booth at the Bharat Jodo Yatra
camp site in Sanganakallu in
Ballari district.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid reports that a case of
a new sub-variant of

Omicron “BF.7” has been
detected in India, experts have
warned that Covid-19 cases
could spike after the festive sea-
sons. BF.7 (also known as
BA.2.75.2) is a sub-lineage of
the Covid Omicron variant
BA.5.2.1.

“The next two to three
weeks are crucial. Covid-19 is
still around, and new variants
are being reported in different
parts of the world. Obviously,
we cannot remain unscathed
from them. So, we need to be
careful as festivals are a few
days ahead,” said Dr NK Arora,
chairman, National Technical
Advisory Group of
Immunisation (NTAGI).

China has already seen the
spread of highly infectious
Omicron variants that include
BA.5.1.7 strains.

Sore throat, congestion,
fatigue, cough and runny nose
continue to be the most report-
ed symptoms of this sub-vari-
ant too. 

Reports say that the case
(of BF.7 variant) has been
detected by the Gujarat
Biotechnology Research centre
and that the new sub-variant of
Omicron is highly infectious
and has a greater transmissi-
bility. The World Health
Organisation (WHO) had
warned against the highly
infectious BF.7 sub-variant.

White House chief medical
adviser Dr Anthony Fauci has
already warned that a new,
more dangerous Covid variant
is likely to emerge this upcom-
ing winter.

Continued on Page 2
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Cornered by all other polit-
ical parties, the ruling BJP

on Monday gave into the moral
pressure from various quarters
and withdrew its candidate
Murji Patel from the Andheri
(East) bypoll fray, paving way
for the election of Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena’s nom-
inee and the widow of late
Sena’s late sitting MLA Rutuja
Latke unopposed.

Six months after it stood its
ground under similar circum-
stances and fought against the
widow of sitting Congress
MLA Chandrakant Jadhav in
the bypoll to Kolhapur North
Assembly seat, the BJP had no
alternative but to make a grace-
ful exit from the Andheri (East)
bypoll, lending a moral boost
to the beleaguered Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray). 

Monday was the last day
for the withdrawal of nomina-
tion.

Announcing that his party
had decided to withdraw its
candidate from the Andheri
(East) bypoll fray,
Maharashtra’s BJP president
Chandrashekar Bawankule told
the media in Nagpur: “After
other parties requested us to

pull of the Andheri (East) by-
poll fray, we deliberated on the
issue and took a decision
accordingly... The BJP had pre-
viously also not contested some
of the bypolls”.

The BJP’s announcement
to pull out of the Andheri
(East) came a day after MNS
chief Raj Thackeray appealed to
Maharashtra’s Deputy Chief
Minister and senior BJP leader
Devendra Fadnavis to with-
draw from the contest as a
mark of  “reverence” to the
Sena MLA and facilitate “unop-
posed” election of his wife
Rutuja Latke.

NCP chief Sharad Pawar
had also suggested that Rutuja
be elected unopposed in the by-
poll as such a development
would send a message to polit-
ical parties across the country.

Continued on Page 2
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The troubled ties between
Governor Mohammed Arif

Khan and the CPI(M)-led
Kerala Government vitiated
further on Monday with the
former sending a stern message
to the Council of Ministers
through social media that they
stand to lose their position if
they continue to speak in a
manner that lowers the digni-
ty of the post of the Governor.

“The CM and Council of
Ministers have every right to
advise the Governor. But state-
ments of individual Ministers
that lower the dignity of the
office of the Governor can
invite action, including with-
drawal of pleasure,” says the
message posted by the Public
Relations Officer of Raj Bhavan
in the twitter handle of the

Governor.
The Governor was refer-

ring to Article 164 of the
Constitution which says “the
Ministers shall hold office dur-
ing the pleasure of the
Governor”.

The Governor’s stern
warning came amid an ongo-
ing confrontation with the LDF
Government on various issues.

According to sources close
to the Governor, he was upset
and hurt over the statement
made by Minister for Higher
Education R Bindu (spouse of

former Left Democratic Front
convener Vijaya Raghavan) on
Friday last.

The Minister, who herself
is at the centre of a controver-
sy for her elevation as a pro-
fessor despite charges that she
does not have the mandatory
qualifications, has been quot-
ed in the local media as telling:
“All were bound by their
Constitutional duties”. Her
response came in the wake of
the Governor’s refusal to give
assent to the University Laws
(Amendment) Bill.

The CPI(M) Government
wants to appoint its own nom-
inees as vice-chancellors of the
universities in the State bypass-
ing the Governor’s directives
and the latter has refused to
sign the ordinance issued by
the State Government.

Continued on Page 2
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As in the last eight years,
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will again be with the
armed forces on the day of
Diwali festival on October 24.
He would visit Kedarnath on
October 21 and then he will
visit Badrinath shrine where he
will review the ongoing devel-
opment projects under the
Badrinath master plan. 

He has celebrated Diwali
with soldiers every year since
he was first elected in 2014. He
celebrated the festival with
troops in Jammu & Kashmir
Rajouri twice — 2019 and
2021. Modi is expected to visit
the border village of “Maana”
in Uttarakhand and interact
with the villagers and soldiers.
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The CBI on Monday ques-
tioned Delhi Deputy Chief

Minister Manish Sisodia for
over nine hours in connection
with a corruption case linked
to the now-scrapped excise
policy scam. Sisodia is the
prime accused in the case.

The CBI investigators
quizzed Sisodia on various
aspects of the Delhi
Government’s Excise Policy,
his relations with other
accused, including business-
man Vijay Nair, and docu-
ments recovered during search-
es in the case, officials said.

After the questioning,
Sisodia alleged that this was all
part of the BJP’s “Operation
Lotus” to pressurise him to quit
the AAP. He also claimed that
the post of the CM was also
offered to him. “During the
questioning, I was told to leave
the AAP and all the cases
against me would vanish in a
blink of an eye, and would get
the post of CM too, or else
cases like these would keep get-
ting registered against me,” he
claimed.

Denying Sisodia’s charges,
the CBI in a statement said,

“CBI strongly refutes these
allegations and reiterates that
examination of Shri Sisodia was
carried out in a professional
and legal manner strictly as per
the allegations against him in
the FIR. The investigation of
the case will continue as per
law. 

“Manish Sisodia was today
(17.10.2022) examined by CBI
in connection with ongoing
investigation in Delhi Excise
Policy case. He was examined

strictly on the allegations in the
FIR and the evidence collected
so far during the course of
investigation. His statement
will be verified in due course
and further action taken as per
requirements of investigation.”

Sisodia arrived at the
agency headquarters here at
11.15 am and he was taken
straight to the first floor of the
building where the anti-cor-
ruption branch is located, offi-
cials said, adding, his interro-

gation continued till about
8.30 pm.

Sisodia also said that about
Satyender Jain, the AAP leader
who is behind bars for the past
few months, they told me,
“Jain par konsa sacha case hai,
phir bhi vo jail mei hai”.

“The questioning was all
part of the big conspiracy to
make the BJP’s Operation Lotus
successful in the national
Capital,” Sisodia said.

“During the duration of
nine hours, I understood that
there is no liquor scam, it is just
a conspiracy against me by the
BJP. It’s clear to me that the saf-
fron party is unconstitutional-
ly using agencies like the CBI
and the ED to pressure the peo-
ple to join them,” Sisodia said.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and senior
leaders of his party throughout
the day defended Sisodia and
claimed he would be arrested
to keep him away from cam-
paigning in Gujarat.

“Gujarat results will be out
on December 8. These people
will keep Manish in jail till
then. So that Manish does not
go for campaigning in Gujarat
elections,” Kejriwal tweeted.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed a plea of

BJP leader Manoj Tiwari chal-
lenging a Delhi High Court
order refusing to quash sum-
mons of a trial court here
against him in a criminal
defamation case filed against
him by Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia .

A Bench comprising
Justices S Abdul Nazeer and V
Ramasubramaniam, however,
allowed the plea of BJP leader
Vijender Gupta challenging
the high court order.

"We have dismissed the
appeal by Manoj Tiwari and
allowed the appeal by Vijender
Gupta on grounds that the

history of the law commission
report was not properly traced,"
the bench said.

The private defamation
complaint was filed by Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia against the BJP leaders
for allegedly levelling corrup-
tion charges against him.

The BJP leaders have chal-
lenged a trial court's November

28, 2019 order summoning
them and others as accused in
the criminal defamation case
filed by Sisodia.

Sisodia had filed the com-
plaint against BJP leaders --
Members of Parliament Tiwari,
Hans Raj Hans and Pravesh
Verma, MLAs Manjinder Singh
Sirsa and Gupta, and BJP
spokesperson Harish Khurana
-- for allegedly making cor-
ruption charges against him in
relation to Delhi government
school classrooms. 

Sisodia had stated that all
the allegations made by the BJP
leaders jointly and individual-
ly were false, defamatory, and
derogatory with an intention to
harm and damage his reputa-
tion and goodwill. 
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The Air Quality Index (AQI)
of the national Capital on

Monday remained "poor" for
the second consecutive day
and no improvement is likely in
the next six days.

According to the bulletin
released by the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Delhi's 24-hour aver-
age air quality index (AQI)
stood at 237 at 4 pm, worsen-
ing from 232 at 4 pm on
Sunday. It is  247 in Ghaziabad,
286 in Faridabad, 254 in
Greater Noida, 232 in
Gurugram and 254 in Noida.

As per the Decision
Support System of the Indian
Institute of Tropical

Meteorology (IITM), the trans-
port sector accounted for 19
per cent of PM2.5 pollution in
Delhi on Monday.

The Early Warning System
of the IITM said the air quali-
ty was likely to "remain large-
ly in the poor category" over
the next six days.

The System of Air Quality
and Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR) predicted
a peak wind speed of 12 km
per hour over the next three
days which will lead to only
moderate dispersion of pol-
lutants.Data from the Indian
Agricultural  Research
Institute showed a spike in the
incidents of stubble burning in
Punjab.

The agrarian state report-
ed 169 farm fires on Saturday,

206 on Sunday and 403 on
Monday. 

Meanwhile, the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) said
that the total of 1,695 incidents
of stubble burning have been
reported this year so far from
Delhi, its adjoining states and
Punjab as against 3,431 farm
fires in the corresponding peri-
od last year.

Punjab has reported 1,444
incidents of farm fires as
against 2,375 incidents in the
corresponding period last
year, the statutory body con-
stituted in 2021 said in a
statement.

Haryana has logged 244
fire events as compared to
1,026 in 2021 and National
Capital Region (NCR) districts

of Uttar Pradesh have record-
ed only five such incidents as
against 30 last year.

Delhi has reported two
incidents of stubble burning
this year so far.

The first paddy residue
burning incident was reported
on September 15 in Punjab,
September 18 in Haryana,
September 30 in the NCR dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh and
October 5 in Delhi, the CAQM
said.

The CAQM has been reg-
ularly reviewing the situation
along with chief secretaries of
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi,
and secretaries of agriculture
and environment departments
of these states.

The CAQM stated that

around 31,700 custom hiring
centres and cooperatives have
been set  up in Punjab,
Haryana and NCR districts of
Uttar Pradesh and more than
two lakh crop residue man-
agement machinery are avail-
able for utilisation.

Along with unfavourable
meteorological conditions,

paddy straw burning in
adjoining states is a major rea-
son behind the alarming spike
in air pollution levels in the
national capital in October
and November.

Farmers set their fields on
fire to quickly clear off the
crop residue before cultivating
wheat and vegetables.
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Ateenage boy, who had come
to see the Diwali fair organ-

ised in a housing society in
Sector 49 here, was allegedly
abused and thrashed with kicks
and sticks by the guards, police
said on Monday.

An FIR has been registered
with relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
under the justice juvenile act at
Sector 50 police station, they
said. According to the police the
incident happened on Saturday
evening at the gate of the Orchid
Petal Society in sector 49 where
a Diwali fair was underway. The
teenage boy was also going
there to visit the fair but he was
stopped at the gate and was

thrashed.
According to the complaint

filed by the mother of a 15-year-
old teenager, a resident of Valley
View Estate Society, her son left
home with his friends at around
7.30 pm on Saturday to visit the
fair.

"When my son along with
his friends reached the society
gate, the guards posted at the
gate of the society and some res-
idents stopped them. My son
and his friends waited at the gate
of the society for a long time and
requested the guards that uncle
let us go inside, but the guard
suddenly started abusing them,"
she said.

"When my son protested
against the abuse, the guards
started beating him and also

beat up two friends of my son.
Apart from the guards, there
were some people who were not
in the guard's dress who also
threatened to kill my son," she
added.  Police said the boy is a
class 10 student of a private
school who informed his par-
ents about the incident after
returning from society. His
mother rushed to the police
with him on Sunday.

Following the complaint an
FIR was registered against
unknown security guards of the
society under sections 147
(riots), 149 (unlawful assembly),
323 (causing hurt), 506 (crim-
inal intimidation) of the IPC
and section 75 of the juvenile
justice act at Sector 50 police sta-
tion on Sunday.
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Madhya Pradesh Police
have registered a case of

abetting suicide against a cou-
ple after noted TV actor
Vaishali Thakkar allegedly
killed herself at her house in
Indore even as the preliminary
investigation suggested she was
depressed due to some
"unknown" reason.

Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam Mishra on
Monday said the case was reg-
istered against Thakkar's
neighbour Rahul Navlani and
his wife Disha.

The accused couple lives in

the neighbourhood of the actor
(29), known for her role in seri-
als like 'Sasural Simar Ka'. She
was found hanging from a
ceiling fan with a stole in her
house in Saibag Colony on
Sunday, police said.

Prima facie, Thakkar had
been under depression for the
last few months for unknown
reasons, a police official said
citing the diary of the late
actor.

"A case was registered
under Indian Penal Code
Section 306 (abetment of sui-
cide) against Thakkar's neigh-
bour Rahul Navlani and his
wife Disha and further inves-
tigation is underway," Mishra
told reporters in Bhopal.

A five-page suicide note
was found at the spot in which
Vaishali Thakkar named Rahul
Navlani for harassing her,
Assistant Commissioner of
Police (ACP) Moti-ur-Rehman
told PTI in Indore.

He said the actor's family
members alleged Rahul
Navlani was troubling her since
he came to know about her
plans to get married.

The accused couple was
not found at their Indore home.
They have gone away some-
where after locking their house,
the ACP said. Thakkar and
Navlani's fathers are business
partners and they have known
each other for a long time, he
said. A case of abetment and
instigation to commit suicide
was registered against the cou-
ple, he said.

Indore commissioner of
police Harinarayan Chari
Mishra said the probe team has
collected all personal belong-
ings of Vaishali Thakkar,
including her diary, laptop,
IPad, IPhone and one other
mobile phone.

Police officer RD Kanwa
said Thakkar's diary revealed
that she was under "a state of
depression for the last few
months".

"More information on the
reason for her depression could
be received only after the state-
ments of her family members
and close friends are recorded.
This will be done in a day or
two," Kanwa added.
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From Page 1
The Governor’s message

on Monday morning has
stirred a hornet’s nest as the
CPI (M) politbureau itself has
come out with a statement
declaring that he was ignorant
of the Indian Constitution. M
V Govindan, the Kerala sec-

retary of the CPI (M), who is
also the chief ideologist of the
party, said that it was a pity
that the Governor does not
know the basics. He can
appoint or dismiss the
Ministers as per the recom-
mendations of the Chief
Minister, said Govindan.

Leader of the Opposition
V D Satheeshan said there is
no need to give any impor-
tance to the Governor’s new
announcement. “It is a come-
dy being staged between the
Raj Bhavan and the CPI (M)
Government,” said Satheeshan
while reacting to the media.

From Page 1
Yet another reason for the BJP’s  withdraw-

al from the by-poll fray might be that it feared
defeat in the light of the fact that the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena has a traditional base
in the Andheri (East) constituency and that Rutuja
enjoyed “sympathy” factor since the bypoll is
being held within months after the death of her
sitting MLA-husband Ramesh Latke.     

Interestingly enough, senior MLA from the

ruling Eknath Shinde-led  led  Balasahebanchi Shiv
Sena Pratap Sarnaik Naik wrote to Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on Sunday to ensure that Rutuja
gets elected “unopposed” and asked Shinde to
speak to the BJP leadership in this regard.

The Opposition NCP and the Congress,
which are part of the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA), had extended their support to Uddhav-
led Shiv Sena’s candidate Rutuja more than a week
ago.

From Page 1
Kharge voted at the

Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Committee off ice in
Bengaluru. Tharoor voted in
his home constituency
Trivandrum Congress office.

The AICC office said there
was about 96 per cent turnout
in presidential polls and no
adverse incident reported.
“About 9,500 of the total
around 9,900 electors cast
their votes in the Congress
presidential polls,” party’s cen-
tral election authority chair-
man Madhusudan Mistry said
at a Press briefing after the vot-
ing ended.

Mistry said the ballot
boxes will arrive by Tuesday
evening and before the count-
ing begins, they will be mixed
thoroughly. Three ballot boxes,

two of Delhi State and one of
AICC headquarters, have been
received, he said.

The polls are significant as
the new party president would
replace Sonia, the longest-
serving Congress president
who has been at the helm since
1998, barring the two years
between 2017 and 2019 when
Rahul took over. “Party lead-
ership will remain (intact).
The new party president will
decide how to take forward
and implement the leader-
ship’s vision,” Congress leader
Salman Khurshid said at the
AICC office in Delhi.

Speaking to reporters after
casting her vote at the AICC
headquarters, senior leader
Ambika Soni asserted that the
Gandhi family cannot be
ignored and the party workers’

attachment with them would
remain intact.

Hailing Sonia Gandhi’s
contribution to the party, Soni
said she played a key role in
the formation of the UPA
Government and the
Congress’ win in the 2004
polls,  beating the BJP’s
‘Shining India’ campaign.
“This effort to separate them
(Gandhis) will never succeed.
Talk about issues such as price
rise, prices are soaring,” the
former Union minister told
reporters.

Congress general secre-
tary Mukul Wasnik said the
Gandhi family has a very long
history spread over 100 years
and its members have played
a very important role in the
freedom struggle which
nobody could disregard.
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From Page 1
“We should anticipate that

we may very well get another
variant that would emerge,
that would elude the immune
response that we’ve gotten from
infection and/or from vacci-
nation,” Fauci said at an event
in the US recently.

Emerging research sug-
gests that some new sub-vari-
ants, including one called
BA.4.6, appear to evade immu-
nity even more effectively than
BA.5, though it is unclear
whether any of them will over-
take BA.5 as the country’s

dominant Covid strain.
Dr Jugal Kishore, Head of

Community Medicine
Department, Safdarjung
Hospital, echoed Fauci’s obser-
vation and advised precaution
and Covid appropriate behav-
iour ahead of the upcoming
festive season. “People are
becoming casual and due to the
waning immunity and low
immunity, they are vulnerable
to the virus.” Meanwhile, the
active caseload of the country
presently stands at 26,834 cases,
accounting for 0.06 per cent of
the country’s total positive

cases. India’s daily positivity
rate was reported to be 1.86 per
cent, while the weekly positiv-
ity rate currently stands at 1.02
per cent on Monday.

A total of 2,060 fresh Covid
cases were detected in the last
24 hours against 2,401 report-
ed on the previous day, the
Union Health Ministry said on
Monday.

Fauci pointed to the sum-
mer of 2021, when the US saw
similarly low pandemic trends,
only for the Omicron variant to
emerge and cause a record-
breaking surge in cases last

winter. Since then, multiple
sub-variants of Omicron have
spread and become dominant
in the US that includes BA.5,
which currently makes up 81.3
per cent of all cases circulating,
according to CDC data. 

BA.5 and its predecessor
BA.4 are three times less sen-
sitive to antibodies from the
original Covid vaccines than
even the original Omicron
strain, research suggests.

“We shouldn’t be sur-
prised” if another new, more
transmissible variant emerges
this winter, Fauci said.

From Page 1

Besides Sisodia, the agency
is also grilling Raghava Reddy,
the son of YSRCP Lok Sabha
MP Magunta Sreenivasulu
Reddy, in the case, they further
said.

Ahead of his questioning,
Sisodia dubbed as “fake” the
case lodged against him by the
CBI in the alleged excise poli-
cy scam, and claimed that his
questioning was taking place as
the BJP was “scared” of the
AAP’s “popularity” in poll-
bound Gujarat.

The Deputy CM asked the
AAP volunteers to feel proud if
he goes to jail, saying he was a
follower of Shahid Bhagat
Singh.

The BJP slammed the AAP,
saying it was “insulting” free-
dom fighters by comparing

them with Kejriwal
Government Ministers facing
corruption charges.

Sisodia headed for party
office at DDU Marg after tak-
ing blessings of his mother at
his Mathura Road residence.
He was also applied tilak by his
wife before leaving for the CBI
headquarters in a procession
accompanied by several leaders
and volunteers in cars and on
bikes.

“We are followers of
Bhagat Singh, we do not fear
going to jail. Do not regret If I
go to jail, feel proud for it,”
Sisodia said addressing a gath-
ering at the AAP office.

Making two stopovers on
the way, Sisodia addressed the
AAP workers at the party
headquarters where he assert-
ed that he was not scared of
being arrested and also visited

Raj Ghat to seek blessings of
the Father of the Nation.

“I paid tribute to Bapu
against whom also fake cases
were registered. The BJP wants
to send me to jail in a fake case.
I am proud that I will be of
some use to the country,”
Sisodia told PTI.

He also claimed that his
questioning and possible arrest

were taking place as the BJP
was scared of the AAP’s “pop-
ularity” in Gujarat.

Sisodia is being questioned
by the CBI in connection with
alleged irregularities in imple-
mentation of the now-scrapped
Excise Policy 2021-22.

Earlier in a series of tweets,
Sisodia said, “A completely
fake case has been prepared
against me. Nothing was found
in the raid at my residence,
search of my bank lockers and
inquiries made at my village. It
is totally a fake case.”  The
Deputy Chief Minister, who
also holds the excise portfolio
in the Kejriwal Government, is
one of the main accused in the
FIR registered in the matter by
the CBI.

Delhi Police made tight
security arrangements and pro-
hibitory orders were in place

around Sisodia’s residence on
Mathura Road.

The CBI had registered an
FIR on August 17 against
Sisodia and 14 other individu-
als and entities under various
sections of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), including 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) and
477A (falsification of records),
and Section 7 of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, which refers
to taking undue advantage to
influence a public servant by
corrupt or illegal means, or by
the exercise of personal influ-
ence.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena had recommended
a CBI probe into alleged irreg-
ularities in the formulation
and execution of the Delhi
excise policy, which was
brought out in November last
year, officials said.

Following the registration
of the FIR, the CBI had con-
ducted searches at the premis-
es of Sisodia and opened his
locker at a bank in Ghaziabad.

The FIR has flagged pay-
ments in crores allegedly made
to “close associates” of Sisodia
by Sameer Mahendru -- the
owner of Indospirits -- one of
the liquor traders actively
involved in irregularities in
the framing and implementa-
tion of the excise policy.

The FIR alleged that
Sisodia’s “close associates” Amit
Arora, the director of Buddy
Retail Pvt. Limited in
Gurugram, Dinesh Arora and
Arjun Pandey were “actively
involved in managing and
diverting the undue pecuniary
advantage collected from liquor
licencees” for the accused pub-
lic servants. 
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The AAP in Jammu and
Kashmir on Monday

announced the UT and provin-
cial level units of the party and
said it will contest the next
Assembly polls with “full force”
and start its election campaign
from November 1.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) also nominated former
Minister Harsh Dev Singh as
the head of State Coordination

Committee.
Earlier, AAP had declared

district and block level units
and said the oath ceremony of
all the nominated office bear-
ers will be held on October 28
and 29.
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on

Monday dubbed as "fake" the
case lodged against him by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) in the excise policy mat-
ter, and claimed that his ques-
tioning was taking place as the
BJP was "scared" of the AAP's
"popularity" in poll-bound
Gujarat.

After nine hours of ques-
tioning, Sisodia was allowed to
leave the office of the CBI,
which came as a relief to the
ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), which had been brac-
ing for his arrest. Earlier, before
going to the CBI’s office Sisodia
took the blessings of his moth-
er-in-law who presented him a
sacred ‘Basanti Chola’ and his
wife put a tilak on his forehead
at his Mathura Road residence.
Making two stopovers on the

way, Sisodia accompanied by
AAP leaders like party MP
Sanjay Singh and MLAs Atishi
and Saurabh Bhardwaj, visited
the Rajghat and also visited the
party office at DDU Marg.

He led a roadshow before
leaving for the CBI headquar-
ters accompanied by several
leaders and volunteers in cars
and bikes with patriotic songs
being played in the back-
ground.

"We are followers of
Bhagat Singh, we do not fear
going to jail. Don’t regret if I go
to jail, feel proud of it," Sisodia
said while addressing a gath-
ering at the AAP office. “I vis-
ited Gandhi Samadhi and took
aashirwad from Bapu. Bapu
was also arrested and stopped
from doing good. They raided
my house, bank locker and
searched every single corner
and found nothing against me,”
Sisodia said.  Earlier, Delhi

Chief Minister and AAP con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal while
campaigning in Gujarat said
that Sisodia would be arrested
in a bid to stop him from elec-
tioneering. "The results of
Gujarat (polls) will be out on
December 8. They will keep
Manish Sisodia in jail till then
so that he cannot go to Gujarat
for campaigning," Kejriwal
said.

The Deputy CM also
claimed that his questioning
was taking place as the BJP was
scared of the AAP's "popular-
ity" in Gujarat. Earlier in a
series of tweets, Sisodia said, "A
completely fake case has been
prepared against me. Nothing
was found in the raid at my res-
idence, search of my bank
lockers and inquiries made at
my village."  Kejriwal also
termed the case against his
deputy as "fake".  "Nothing was
found in the raid at the resi-

dence of Manish and his bank
locker. The case against him is
totally fake. He had to go to
Gujarat for campaigning that's
why he is being arrested, but
the campaigning will not stop.
Every person in Gujarat is
campaigning for the AAP,"
Kejriwal tweeted.

Every person in Gujarat
has awakened now and every-
one there is campaigning for
good schools, hospitals, jobs
and electricity, Sisodia said,
adding the upcoming polls in
Gujarat will be a "movement".
To express solidarity with
Sisodia, AAP leaders held press
conferences, lambasting the
BJP, said that he can be arrest-
ed in the alleged liquor scam by
the CBI.  

The AAP leaders also said
that party is fighting ‘second
war of independence’ and com-
pared Sisodia with Bagat Singh
saying that Singh sacrificed

his life for the freedom of the
country likewise, Sisodia was
heading for sacrifice in the
modern day freedom struggle.
MLA Saurabh Bhardwaj said
that they believe that Sisodia
will be arrested and locked up
in prison till Gujarat elections
take place. 

When the Gujarat poll
results are announced on
December 8, the BJP and its
stooges would be forced to let
him out. The entire family of
AAP functionaries congratu-
lates Manish; we are all stand-
ing behind him. “Jail Ke Taale
Tootenge, Manish Sisodia
Chhootenge!” he chanted. AAP
MLA Atishi said that Manish
Sisodia and Satyendar Jain
have been blessed with a
chance to sacrifice for nation.
After keeping Jain in jail for
four months, BJP has made an
elaborate plan to put Sisodia in
prison.
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Taking a dig at AAP over the
rally carried out in support

of Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia who was sum-
moned by the CBI in the
alleged excise policy scam, BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra on
Monday said the way he was
raising slogans in an open car
on the streets along with his
supporters today, it seems as if
the AAP has won the World
Cup of corruption.

Dubbing the Arvind
Kejriwal-led AAP as the biggest
corrupt party, the BJP said it’s
a criminalisation of politics.

Addressing a press con-
ference Patra demanded an
apology from Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal for insulting
Bhagat Singh. “Kejriwal should
apologise for comparing Bhagat
Singh with a man who is dis-
tributing liquor contracts in
Delhi,” he said.

“Kejriwal was part of Anna
Hazare’s Andolan and used to
say that he will finish corrup-
tion, but now it seems AAP has
itself become the most corrupt
party in the country,” he added.

Patra said, “When Rahul
Gandhi was summoned by the
ED, then the Congress started
doing drama like this. It will
not be an exaggeration to say
that it is a celebration of cor-

ruption. First, they did cor-
ruption while giving liquor
licenses in Delhi and now they
are doing all this drama.”  “It
seems a new trend has started.
Before appearing for sum-
moning, the leaders go to
Rajghat in the name of
Satyagraha. There is absolute-
ly no connection between cor-
ruption and Satyagraha. It is a
clear insult of Bhagat Singh and
Mahatma Gandhi,” he added.

BJP North East Delhi MP,
Manoj Tiwari also lambasted
Kejriwal for comparing Sisodia
and Jain with Bhagat Singh and
said that it is “shocking that
how an accused in the jail on
corruption charge can be a
great man of the country. By
making this comparison,
Kejriwal has insulted all the
great men of the country who
were martyred for indepen-
dence.” Tiwari said that
Delhiites will never forgive

Kejriwal for looting them by
making them drink alcohol.
“Let the Delhi CM celebrate as
much as he wants, the people
of Delhi will celebrate after
throwing him out of power,” he
said. Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly, Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri said it was a shameful
and despicable act that Sisodia
left his house with a tilak on his
forehead as if he was going to
a battlefield.

Bidhuri said the investiga-
tion into the liquor scam is not

a political battle, nor is it a
question of political victory or
defeat. 

Bidhuri said that the per-
son against whom investigation
has been recommended by the
Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar
of his own Government
showed shamelessness by his

behavior. “This incident should
have embarrassed the AAP
leaders that their Deputy CM
has to appear before the CBI on
corruption charges but they are
showing it as a big victory.
There is no other example to
glorify criminalization in pol-
itics,” Bidhuri added.
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Delhi Congress on Monday
said that Deputy Chief

Minister Manish Sisodia ‘des-
ecrated’ Mahatma Gandhi’s
samadhi, following his visit at
Rajghat, before appearing at the
CBI office for questioning,
whereas Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his aides did not
attend the function, on the
occasion of Gandhi Jayanti.

Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar said that Sisodia
remembered Gandhi ji when
he faced imminent arrest, after
the AAP Government insulted
the memory of the Mahatma
by removing Gandhiji’s photo
from Delhi and Punjab

Government offices.
Kumar also said that

Kejriwal has insulted the great
men of the country who sacri-
ficed their lives for the freedom
of the country by comparing
his corrupt Ministers Sisodia
and Satyendar Jain with Bhagat
Singh.

Kumar further alleged that
Kejriwal who claims to be “kat-
tar imandar” Chief Minister is
protecting his corrupt
Ministers, who have been
arrested or about to get jailed.
Over 80 per cent of Delhi
Ministers have several cases
registered in their name and if
Kejriwal starts to dismiss the
Ministers, he will be left alone
to run the Government.
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Delhi Lieutenant-Governor
VK Saxena on Monday

issued a showcause notice to
Dialogue and Development
Commission of Delhi Vice-
Chairperson Jasmine Shah on
allegations of "misuse of pub-
lic office" by acting as the
"official spokesperson" of the
AAP.  The action came follow-
ing a complaint by BJP leader
and West Delhi MP Parvesh
Verma.

In his complaint, dated
September 13, Verma has
alleged that "while working as
Vice Chairperson, Dialogue
and Development Commission
of Delhi (DDCD), Jasmine
Shah has acted as official
spokesperson of the Aam
Aadmi Party for political gains,
which is in violation of estab-
lished procedures, and few
alleged instances of misuse of
public office by Shah has been
provided...", the notice read.

The enquiry in the matter
was carried out by the Delhi
Government's planning depart-
ment, which is the adminis-
trative department in-charge of
the DDCD, the sources at
Lieutenant-Governor's office
said. The department after

"thoroughly analysing various
video footage of Shah's pres-
ence in TV programmes, tran-
script of press conferences
addressed by him and news
reports in newspapers, news
portals etc", prima-facie found
he was using his Government
office and other perks to "fur-
ther an extremely partisan
political agenda, specifically
contrary to the laid down
norms for conduct of a public
servant",  sources said.

“The department found
“ample evidence” that indicat-
ed that Shah not only “accept-
ed and performed” the role of
a ‘Spokesperson of the AAP, but
also referred to himself as
“WE”, while identifying himself
as a part of the AAP and gave
unqualified politically partisan
statements amounting to mis-
use of public resources’,” sources

said. The finding of the
Department was sent to the
Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar,
who further referred it to the
Law Department, Delhi
Government for its comments.
“The Law Department gave its
comprehensive opinion in this
matter and opined categorically
that Shah was a ‘Public Servant’
and not working on an
‘Honorary Post’,” they said. 

The law department noted
that the position of VC, DDC
used to be an ‘Honorary Post’
till 2015, where after Kejriwal
Government through ‘a
Cabinet Decision restructured
the DDC and categorically
decided that VC, DDC shall be
entitled to pay, allowances and
other facilities that include a
House and Office, amongst
others, at par with Ministers of
Delhi Government, they stated.
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The juvenile accused of mur-
dering a junior boy at

Gurugram's Ryan International
School, will be tried as an
adult, the Juvenile Justice Board
(JJB) in Gurugram said on
Monday. As per reports, the
trial will begin on October 31
at the session court of
Gurugram.

The victim's body, with
the throat slit, was found in the
washroom of the school in the
Bhondsi area, While the seven-
year-old victim was referred to
as "Prince" by the court, the
juvenile accused was called
"Bholu" and the school was
referred to as "Vidyalaya".

On July 13 this year, the
Supreme Court ordered that
the juvenile accused be exam-

ined afresh to ascertain
whether he should be tried as
an adult or a minor for the
alleged crime and remanded
the case to the JJB.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) also argued
before the JJB, that the juvenile
accused in the murder case
must be tried as an adult.

A report from the PGIMS,
Rohtak, asserted that "there is
no valid test or examination
that can retrospectively deter-
mine the medical capacity,
maturity, and ability of the
accused."

Earlier, the JJB board
members separately assessed
the accused for a few hours to
determine his mental state.
Counsel for the victim side
said, termed it a “turning point”
in the case. “The verdict of the
board that the juvenile will be

treated and tried as an adult is
historic.  The juvenile will now
be produced before a sessions
court and the judge will then
assign the case to the relevant
Child Sessions Court for the
trial,” he said.

He said the verdict meant
that the juvenile if convicted,
would not be set free after three
years and could be sentenced to
even 14 years in jail. But as per
Section 21 of the JJ Act, he can-
not be sentenced to death or life
imprisonment.”

On September 8, 2017, the
body of a Class 2 student was
recovered with his throat slit
inside the school's toilet. For
the murder, CBI apprehended
a class 11 student from the
same school. The accused, who
was 16 at the time of the inci-
dent, turned 21 this year on
April 3.
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Delhi Police has registered a
case against unknown per-

sons who allegedly climbed
the walls of Delhi University's
Miranda House during an open
Diwali fest on the campus.  A
case under IPC Section 354
(outraging the modesty of
women) and Section 441 (tres-
passing) was filed by police.

Students of the all-women
college alleged that several
men climbed the college walls
and gates to witness an open
Diwali fest held on October 14
on the college campus and
indulged in "cat-calling and slo-
ganeering." 

Miranda college principal
B Nanda said the crowd was
“unprecedented” and for the
safety of students the gates
were closed.

"This did not deter the
crowd who tried to enter the
college after scaling the walls.
Police immediately took action
and controlled the situation,"
Nanda said.  The incident has
created an uproar on social
media with several expressing
concern over the safety of stu-
dents.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said they have booked
unknown persons under sec-
tions of trespass based on the
video. A team of Delhi Police
also visited the campus to
analyse the CCTV footage of
the alleged incident to identi-
fy the culprits.

In wake of a ruckus during
a fest, Miranda House on
Monday formed a sub-com-
mittee to revisit the proce-
dures of holding events and
provided an emergency SoP,
prohibiting open events with-
out prior registrations.

In a notice, College prin-

cipal B Nanda said the college
has taken "serious note" of
Friday's unprecedented inci-
dent during the Diwali Mela
organised by the NSS Unit of
Miranda House. Nanda said
that no incidents of sexual
harassment have been report-
ed from the college.

The Delhi Commission for
Women has issued a notice to
the city police and Delhi
University's Miranda House.
DCW chief Swati Maliwal
questioned the security
arrangements made by the col-
lege during the event.

"Men are climbing walls to
forcibly enter Diwali fest at
Miranda House, one of the
most popular colleges of Delhi.
The women have made serious
allegations of molestation and
harassment. 

We are sending notices to
Delhi Police and college
administration. How did this
hooliganism happen? What
were the security arrangements
in place?" she said in a tweet in
Hindi.

Along with this, the DCW
has also sought details of the
Internal Complaints
Committee (ICC) of the college
constituted under the Sexual
Harassment of Women
(Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, 2013 and
whether the complaints have
been forwarded to the ICC

It has also sought details of
the steps taken by the college
and ICC to encourage the
women who faced sexual
harassment to come out and
freely report the crime and also
whether any security arrange-
ment was sought by the college
administration for the fest. 

It has sought a detailed
action taken report from the
college as well as the police by
October 20.
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Anine-member panel set up
by Delhi University last

year to study admission trends
from various boards, had found
that the number of admissions
in DU from the southern
boards is higher than from
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and
Punjab State boards despite
them being Delhi's neighbours. 

Among state boards, the
percentage of students from
Bihar seeking admissions at
DU has doubled this year. The
percentage of students from
CBSE seeking admission in
undergraduate programmes at
Delhi University has gone up
by nearly 1.5 per cent as against
last year, even as applicants
from other state boards includ-
ing Kerala and Haryana regis-
tered a considerable dip. The

total number of applicants has
declined by nearly 40 per cent
this year. Students from Kerala
board, who are known for
scoring 100 per cent marks and
bagging seats at prestigious
DU colleges, have dropped
from 4,824 to 1,847. The
admission to several sought-
after programmes in DU this
year are being done through
Common University Entrance

Test (CUET) scores instead of
the traditional merit lists based
on class 12 marks which with-
out fail saw sky-rocketing cut
offs in past years. The varsity
has witnessed a decline of a
total of 1,12,078 paid registra-
tions this year compared to the
previous year.  As many as
1,75,149 students have regis-
tered for this academic session
against 2,87,227 students in

2021, according to the data pro-
vided by the university. Last
year, registration was open
from August 2 to August 31.
However, this year registration
portal was opened on
September 12 and closed on
October 13. The DU began
admissions for over 70,000
seats last month.

Like the previous year, the
maximum applications are
from CBSE students. This year,
the total number of applicants
from the board is 1,42,473. Last
year, the number of applicants
was 2,29,264. 

If the ratio of students
from CBSE board with respect
to the total number of applica-
tions is compared, the number
has gone up by 1.43 per cent.
Last year, CBSE students
accounted for over 79.8 per
cent of the total applicants. In

2022, CBSE students account
for 81.34 of the total applicants.
This implies that though the
number of applicants at Delhi
University has declined, the
percentage of CBSE applicants
have increased.

Among state boards, the
applicants from Bihar School
Examination Board (BSEB)
have increased from 4,470 in
2021 to 5,305 in 2022. These
students account for three per
cent of the total applicants this
year, as compared to 1.5 per
cent the previous year.
Meanwhile, the number of
applicants from Haryana board
has come down drastically
from 9,918 (2021) to 1895
(2022). Last year, Haryana
stood second after CBSE in
terms of the number of appli-
cants among all boards. This
year, it has come down to sixth

on the list. The percentage of
Haryana applicants has
dropped from 3.4 per cent to
1.08 per cent.

After CBSE, the maximum
number of applicants are from
Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examination
(CISCE) with 6,774, which is
2,885 less than the previous
year. As many as 2,430 students
from Boards of Secondary
Education, Rajasthan have
applied for undergraduate pro-
grammes at the varsity. 

This is nearly half the num-
ber of applicants (4789) from
the board in 2021. Following a
steady trend, only 958 stu-
dents from Jammu and
Kashmir State Board of School
Education filled out the appli-
cations for Delhi University this
year. Last year, the number of
applicants was 1,806.
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A30-year-old man, suffering
from mental illness, was

detained on Monday for
allegedly trespassing into Delhi
Commission for Women
(DCW) chief 's residence and
vandalising her cars. According
to police, the attacker, identified
as Sachin, a resident of
Nathupura, was found to be
suffering from mental illness.

He has been sent to the
Institute of Human Behaviour
and Allied Sciences (IHBAS).
A case has been registered
under sections related to tres-
passing and damaging private
property, they said.

Earlier DCW chairperson
Swati Maliwal said that a man
forcibly entered her residence
and vandalised her car and that
belonging to her mother.
However, the DCW chief and
her mother were not at home

during the attack. Maliwal
shared pictures of the vadalised
cars, saying “some attacker
entered my house and he
attacked.” 

She also wrote to Delhi
Police Commissioner Sanjay
Arora seeking urgent action on
the matter. "The windshields of
the cars were broken with
some sharp object and the
roof and other parts of the cars
were damaged as well. The
attacker also tried to break into

the house too. Some labourers
who were around, informed
that the man was carrying a
knife as well," Maliwal said.  In
her letter to Arora, the DCW
chief has described this inci-
dent as deeply disturbing.

She said in the past seven
years, during her tenure as the
DCW chief, she has done
tremendous work on women's
rights and this attack could
possibly be an attempt to intim-
idate her. 
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To provide more teeth to its
surveillance and logistics

capabilities along the border
with China, the Army has
issued a tender or Request for
Proposal (RFP)for more than
360 logistics drones or
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAV)

These drones will provide
the Army with the much-need-
ed logistical backup for deliv-
ering goods to front line troops
in remote and high altitude
areas, sources said here on
Monday.

The tenders were issued for
a total of 363 drones on
Monday to Indian manufac-
turers and they will have to
respond within a month, they
said.

While 163 drones will be
deployed for high altitude areas
the remaining 200 UAVS are
meant for medium altitude,
they said adding all the drones
will come through the fast
track procedure.

The RFP for buying 200
medium-altitude drones says
the platforms should be capa-
ble of withstanding strong
winds.   

The document says each
medium-altitude logistics
drone should be able to carry
at least 20 kgs of payload and
the overall weight of each plat-
form would be around 100 kg.  

The weight of the payload
for high-altitude logistics
drones has been kept at not less
than 15 kg.  Both medium-alti-
tude and high-altitude drones
would also have a range of 10
km for delivering payloads,
officials said.
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The ever increasing threat of
use of new and emerging

technologies for terrorism is a
major concern for all the coun-
tries and India will host a
three-day meet this month end
on this issue under the aegis of
the United Nations.

The Counter Committee
Executive Directorate
(CTED)will hold a special
meeting in Mumbai and New
Delhi on October 28-30,
sources said here on Monday.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of the topic, they said
with the growing prevalence of
technology and the rapid rise
in digitization, addressing the
use of new and emerging tech-
nologies for both terrorist pur-
poses and for countering ter-
rorism is an issue of increasing
concern for Member States,
policymakers and researchers.

The United Nations
Security Council has given
focus to this issue in a number
of counter-terrorism related
resolutions, most recently its
resolution 2617 (2021), which
specifically refers to “emerging
technologies”. 

Mindful of the increasing
threat posed by misuse of new
and emerging technologies, as
well as the many positive uses
of technologies for countering
terrorism, the Counter-
Terrorism Committee will hold
a special meeting. It is open to
all Member States and includ-
ing the participation of relevant

operational partners, including
United Nations organizations,
international and regional
organizations, civil society
organizations (CSOs), private-
sector entities, and members of
the Global Research Network
(GRN) of the Counter-
Terrorism Committee
Executive Directorate (CTED).

The Special Meeting will
focus specifically on three sig-
nificant areas in which emerg-
ing technologies are experi-
encing rapid development,
growing use by Member States
(including for security and
counter-terrorism purposes),
and an increasing threat of
abuse for terrorism purposes:
(i) use of the Internet and
social media; (ii) terrorism
financing; and (iii) unmanned
aerial systems (UAS). 

The objectives of the
Special Meeting are to provide
an overview of the ways in
which Member States are
deploying new technological
developments to prevent and
counter terrorist narratives and
acts and to bring terrorists to
justice, consistent with their
human rights obligations.

Secondly, to update
Member States on recent
developments and the latest
evidence-based research
regarding the threats posed by
terrorist use of new and emerg-
ing technologies, they said.
Thirdly, the meet will identify
continuing challenges and
fourthly to share existing good
practices in legislative, policy,
and regulatory responses,

industry activities, public-pri-
vate partnerships,  and com-

pliance with international
human rights law.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached 28 immov-
able properties and other assets
worth Rs 80.65 crore belonging
to TRS leader Nama
Nageshwar Rao and his fami-
ly members in an ongoing
money laundering case against
Ranchi Expressway Ltd,
Madhucon Projects Limited
(MPL) and others.

Rao is promoter and direc-
tor of Madhucon group of
companies and a personal
guarantor to the bank loan
defaulted by the company. The
ED has also attached the reg-
istered office of Madhucon
group of companies and resi-
dential property at Jubilee Hills,
Hyderabad.

The ED has identified and
attached immovable assets of
Rs 67.08 crore at Hyderabad,
Khammam and at Prakasam
district and movable assets of
Rs 13.57 crore including share-
holding of Nama Nageshwar
Rao and his family members in
Madhucon Projects Ltd,
Madhucon Granites Ltd. and in
other Madhucon group of
companies, totalling to Rs 80.65
crore.

Earlier in July, the ED had
also provisionally attached 105
immovable properties and
other assets worth Rs 73.74
crore belonging to Madhucon
Group of companies, and its

directors and promoters, which
included the properties of
Madhucon Projects Limited
and group companies, Nama
Nageshwar Rao and other pro-
moter and director of compa-
ny.

“The ED investigation has
revealed that the Madhucon
Group promoters siphoned off
the loan funds of this project by
taking the entire EPC Contract
from its SPV, and then taking
huge mobilisation and mater-
ial advances, but instead of
using those advances for the
work, used it in their other pro-
jects. 

Also, a direct cash amount
of Rs 75.50 crore was generat-
ed by paying money and then
receiving back the amount
through 6 Shell Entities which
were completely under the
control of their Chairman
Nama Nageshwara Rao and
Nama Seethaiah,” the agency
said in a statement.

“These sub-contractors
did no work, had no sufficient
expertise, were based in
AP/Telangana, whereas the
project was in North India, and
they took large advances from
MPL from the loan funds and
then paid back huge amounts
to Madhucon Group on the
pretext of using the  equipment
and labour of Madhucon
Group. So the funds came
back to the Madhucon Group,”
it said.

The ED has identified

direct diversion of Rs 361.29
crore from the bank loan
obtained by Ranchi
Expressways Limited.

New Delhi: In another devel-
opment, the ED has arrested
Himanshu Verma accused in a
money laundering case related
to Rs 1.257 crore Syndicate
Bank loan fraud perpetrated by
Udaipur-based chartered
accountant Bharat Bomb.
Verma has been remanded by
PMLA Court, Jaipur, to the ED
custody for 10 days till October
25.

The ED probe revealed
that Verma, resident of
Chandigarh, was a key associ-
ate of Bharat Bomb and he
received approximately Rs. 85
crore “proceeds of crime” gen-
erated out of the fraud.

“Himanshu Verma is a
hard core criminal, multiple
criminal FIRs are registered
against him and his family
members in various Police
Stations of Punjab and
Chandigarh. He is wanted by
Punjab Police, CBI and ED,” it
added. PNS 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday rejected the plea

filed by Kerala Government
challenging Central
Government’s decision to pri-
vatise Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport and
handing over to Adani Group. 

A Bench of Chief Justice of
India UU Lalit and Justice
Bela M Trivedi also rejected the
plea filed by Airport Authority
Employees Union (AAEU) on
this regard. 

The Court said that in
view of the fact the private enti-
ty has been managing the oper-
ations of the aiport since
October 2021, there is no rea-
son to interfere at this stage. 

"Considering the fact that
the private entity has been in
operation since October 2021,
we see no reason to entertain
the special leave petition. Thus,
appeal dismissed," the Court
ordered. 

However, the Court clari-
fied that the question regard-
ing ownership of land on which
the airport is situated, would
remain open. 

The plea filed by the State
challenged the action of the
Airports Authority of India to
prefer Adani over the State
Government for management
of the Thiruvananthapuram
Airport.  The plea said that the
decision was not in public
interest and that the entire

proceedings including tender
process was vitiated by
malafides and also in violation
of the provisions of the
Airports Authority of India
Act, 1994. 

It was contended that grant
of concession to Adani was in
violation of an earlier under-
taking by the Union Ministry
of Civil Aviation rejecting the
proposal of the State
Government to form a Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to take
over and run the Airport on a
revenue-sharing basis. 

It was also contended that
granting concession to Adani,
who has "no previous experi-
ence in managing airports", was
violative of the provisions of the
Airports Authority of India
Act, 1994 as well as proprietary
rights of State Government as
regards land on which
Thiruvananthapuram Airport
is situated. The Kerala High
Court had, in October 2020,
rejected the challenge to the
Central government's decision
to lease out
Thiruvananthapuram Airport
to Adani Enterprises.
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The by-elections  slated for
November 3 in six

Assembly seats in six States
would include “three political
turncoats” in Haryana and
Telangana and  would test the
hold of the ruling parties vis-
à-vis the ‘rising Opposition’ in
the respective states.

Four bypolls have been
caused by the death of the sit-
ting MLAs and in as many seg-
ments tickets are allotted to the
close relatives of the deceased
MLAs.

The bypoll in Andheri East
in Maharashtra,  which was set
to be a litmus test of influence
between  Udhav Thackery’s
Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray) and the BJP-
Eknath Shinde
(Balasahebanchi Shiv Sena)
faction is now a settled affair in
favour of the former with the
BJP withdrawing its nominee.

The six bypolls would be
held in Mokama and Gopalganj
(Bihar); Adampur (Haryana);
Munogode (Telangana); Gola
Gokarannath (UP) and
Dhamnagar (Odisha). In the
two Assembly constituencies of
Haryana and Telangana,

bypolls are being held as the
elected MLAs had  defected to
the other parties. Notorious for
defections, Haryana’s Adampur
is a clear representation of the
old ‘Aya ram, Gaya ram’ mantra
of  the jat state.

In Adampur constituency,
the byelection  was necessitat-
ed due to the resignation of
former MLA Kuldeep Singh
Bishnoi, who had won the seat
by contesting from his own
party Haryana Janhit Congress. 

He joined the BJP in
August, after being expelled
from the Congress for cross-
voting in the Rajya Sabha polls
held that month. He had joined
the Congress in 2017.

Another turncoat in the
fray from Adampur is the AAP

candidate  Satender Singh, who
joined the party last month
from the BJP. Singh has earli-
er had an innings with the
Congress too from 1996 to
1997.  Another defection-
forced bypoll  is taking place in
Telangana’s Munugode assem-
bly seat which is emerging  to
be a prestigious triangular con-
test between the ruling
Telangana Rashtra Samithi ,
rival Congress, which had won
the seat in 2018, and its MLA
K. Rajagopal Reddy, who
resigned from the party and is
now in the race as the BJP can-
didate.

It is set to be a fiery test-
ing contest with assembly elec-
tions due in about a year’s time
in Telangana.

The Mokama bypoll in
Bihar was  necessitated after its
sitting Rashtriya Janata Dal
MLA and strongman Anant
Kumar Singh was disqualified
in July this year by the Bihar
Vidhan Sabha following his
conviction in a case related to
the recovery of arms including
an AK-47 assault rifle, from his
residence in 2019.

RJD has put up his wife
Neelam Devi. She will contest
against BJP’s Sonam Devi, the

wife of another strongman
Lalan Singh. Another  bye-
election in Bihar’s Gopalganj
has been necessitated following
the demise of sitting BJP MLA
and former minister Subhash
Prasad Singh this year. 

His wife Kusum Devi as the
BJP nominee will contest
against the RJD candidate
Mohan Prasad Gupta. In
Odisha’s Dhamnagar assembly
constituency too the byeelec-
tion has been caused by the
death of  the sitting BJP MLA
whose son Suryabanshi Suraj
will be pitted against the BJD
nominee.  

The third bypoll  to be
caused by the death of a sitting
MLA is from Gokarannath
seat in UP and again a mem-
ber of the family of the late
MLA being has been given
ticket to contest by the BJP.

The BJP has announced
26-year-old- Aman Giri as its
candidate for the bypoll from
Gola Gokarannath Assembly
seat following death of his
father, Arvind Giri, after a car-
diac arrest last month. Aman
will be pitted against former
MLA Vinay Tiwari, 52, the
Samajwadi Party  candidate, in
bypoll slated for November 3.
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The Centre on Monday sus-
pended with immediate

effect senior IAS officer and
former Chief Secretary of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Jitendra Narain, who has been
accused of raping a woman in
Port Blair.

The suspension came after
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah directed immediate strict
action against Narain, who is
presently posted as the
Chairman and Managing
Director of the Delhi Financial
Corporation, as per a Union
Home Ministry statement.

The MHA the
Government is committed to
ensuring zero-tolerance
towards the acts of indiscipline
by its officials irrespective of
their rank and status, especial-
ly regarding incidents involving
women's dignity.

The Ministry received a
report on Sunday from the
Andaman and Nicobar Police
regarding the alleged sexual
assault of the 21-year-old
woman by Narain, when he
was serving as the Chief
Secretary there, and another
officer. As the report indicated
the possibility of grave mis-
conduct and misuse of the
official position on the part of

Narain, an IAS of the AGMUT
cadre of the 1990 batch, Shah
directed immediate strict
action against the officer con-
cerned as per the law.
Accordingly, Narain has been
placed under suspension with
immediate effect and discipli-
nary proceedings have been
ordered against him, the state-
ment said. An FIR has been
registered and action in the
criminal case is being taken
separately by the Special
Investigation Team of the
Andaman and Nicobar Police.

As per the allegation of the
woman, she was gang-raped by
two officials, including the for-
mer chief secretary, in
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
at his official residence.  

A Special Investigation
Team, headed by a Senior
Superintendent of Police, was
subsequently constituted for
investigation and a case has
been registered at the Aberdeen
police station.

The woman alleged that
the other officer who was
involved in the rape was
Labour R L Rishi and they
indulged in the alleged crime
on two occasions. When con-
tacted, Narain told PTI last
week that he cannot comment
on the issue as "the matter is
sub judice". 

The woman lodged the
complaint with the police on
August 21 in which she gave a
detailed account of the alleged
sexual attack on her twice — in
April and May — and request-
ed for preserving the CCTV
footage of the then Chief
Secretary's residence for evi-
dence.

She has also requested a
Test Identification Parade (TIP)
of the employees present at the
residence of the official. The
complainant has also recorded
her statement under section
164 of the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC) before the chief
metropolitan magistrate detail-
ing the allegation. 

The woman claimed that
she was in search of a job and
was introduced to Rishi
through a hotel owner who
allegedly took her to the resi-
dence of Narain. 

At Narain's residence, the
woman claimed, she was
offered liquor which she
refused. She claimed that they
assured her of a government
job but, subsequently, she was
brutally sexually abused by the
two men. 

The woman also alleged
that two weeks later she was
called to the Chief Secretary's
residence again and the assault
was repeated. 
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New Delhi: Even as it has set up
a panel to oversee and  coordi-
nate efforts to minimize froth
formation downstream of
Okhla Barrage in River Yamuna
ahead of Chhat Puja, the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) is hoping that
at least around 1300 MLD of
waste water will stop flowing in
the tributary of Ganga  once
three sewage treatment plants-
— Rithala, Kondli and Okhla—
are completed by this year-end.

Setting up the panel to
contain the  problem of froth in
the river during the festive sea-
son is an additional effort going
on towards sewerage interven-
tions and monitoring discharge
of industrial effluents under
Namami Gange programme,
central schemes and state plan.

“These efforts have brought
about different scales of changes
in river water quality during dif-
ferent seasons. In view of the
festive season, it has been felt to
coordinate efforts of different
departments/agencies in the
efforts to try and contain the
problem of froth in River
Yamuna downstream of Okhla
Barrage,” said an official from
the NMCG.

It has been decided that
eco-friendly anti-surfactant
shall be sprayed from October
25  onwards till Chhat Puja
from boat mounted sprayers.
Other measures to control froth
formation would include oper-

ations of barrage gates to
avoid/minimize free fall at
Okhla Barrage, he added. 

The Joint Committee com-
prises Executive Director,
Technical, NMCG (Chairman),
Member Secretary, UYRB
(Member), Member Secretary,
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee DPCC (Member),
Chief Engineer, Irrigation and
Flood Control, I&FC, Delhi
(Member), Chief Engineer,
SDW NW, DJB (Member),
Executive Engineer, Okhla, UP
Irrigation Department
(Member).

The NMCG is under the
Department of Water
Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation,
Ministry of Jal Shakti.
“Cleaning of tributaries of River
Ganga, especially, Yamuna, has
been one of the focus areas of
Namami Gange Programme,
wherein a 318 MLD STP at
Coronation Pillar has already
been commissioned in March
2022, 3 other main STPs on
Yamuna funded by NMCG are
targeted to be completed by
December 2022, which include
Rithala, Kondli and Okhla. 

Okhla will be Asia’s biggest
STP. After completion of these
projects, there will be a con-
siderable improvement in qual-
ity of water of River Yamuna as
around 1300 MLD of waste-
water will stop flowing into
river,” the official added.
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New Delhi: United Nations
Secretary General(UNSG)
Antonio Guterres will discuss
global issues with External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
during the former’s three-day
visit beginning Tuesday.  The
Secretary General will also
meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Giving details of his visit,
the ministry of external affairs
(MEA) said here on Monday, it
will be his first official visit
since he commenced his sec-
ond term in office in January
2022. He had earlier visited
India (in his first term) in
2018.

The UNSG will commence
his visit to India, by paying trib-
utes to the victims of the 26/11
terror attacks at the Taj Mahal
Palace Hotel in Mumbai. He
will also deliver a public
address at IIT Mumbai on the
subject - "India @75: UN-India
Partnership: Strengthening
South-South Cooperation”.

On October 20 in Gujarat
(Ekta Nagar, Kevadiya), the
UNSG will join Modi at the
launch of the Mission LiFE
(Lifestyle for Environment)
booklet, logo and tagline. The
concept of LiFE was intro-
duced by Modi during

Conference of the
Parties(COP)26 at Glasgow in
November 2021. The Prime
Minister had then urged the
global community of individ-
uals and institutions to drive
LiFE as an international mass
movement towards "mindful
and deliberate utilisation,
instead of mindless and
destructive consumption” to
protect and preserve the envi-
ronment.

Mission LiFE will be India’s
signature initiative at the
United Nations and other inter-
national platforms for show-
casing climate action and early
achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals. Its central
idea reflects India’s ethos of
respect for Mother Nature and
aims at piloting a focussed
program that will mobilise 1
billion Indians to become pro-
planet people (3P).
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The Supreme Court on
Monday issued notice to

CBI and RBI on a petition by
BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy seeking probe into the
role of RBI officials in various
bank loan scams. 

Swamy in his petition
pointed out that in many big
loan defaults since 1997, the
CBI probe is not looking into
the aspect of the RBI officials
who first approved these loans.
The bench of Justices BR Gavai
and BV Nagarathna issued
notice to CBI and RBI seeking
their response. 

He cited a series of bank
loan scams like Kingfisher
scam, Bank of Maharashtra
scam, Uttar Pradesh-based
Private sugar organisation
scam, Nirav Modi/ Punjab
National Bank scam, IL&FS
scam, PMC bank scam, Yes
Bank scam, Lakshmi Vilas
Bank scam, Rotomac Global
Private Ltd scam, First Leasing
Company of India Ltd scam
etc. “Number and value of

banking frauds detected by
the RBI and other agencies dur-
ing the last couple of years
showed that despite enjoying
wide, the RBI failed to protect
the interests of various stake-
holders including depositors,
investors and shareholders.
This has led to a loss in faith in
the entire banking system in
India. 

The regulator (RBI is being
supinely indifferent to the
series of bank frauds with
questions now being raised
about it," argued Swamy, stress-
ing the need for a probe in the
role of RBI officials who
approved such high value loans
which later turned out to be a
scam. Subramanian Swamy
was assisted by lawyers MR
Venkatesh and Satya
Sabharwal. 

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday granted two
weeks to the Uttar Pradesh
Government to file its response
on a plea filed by Ashish
Mishra, son of Union Minister
Ajay Mishra, seeking bail in a
case related to the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence. The Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad High
Court had on July 26 rejected
the bail plea of Mishra. A
bench of Justices BR Gavai and
BV Nagarathna said it will
hear the matter on November
7. 

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Ashish
Mishra, told the court that
notice was already issued in the
matter. On October 3 last year,
eight people were killed in
Lakhimpur Kheri during vio-
lence that erupted when farm-
ers were protesting against
Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya's visit to the area. 

Four farmers were mowed
down by an SUV, in which
Ashish Mishra was seated,
according to Uttar Pradesh
Police FIR. Following the inci-
dent, the driver and two BJP
workers were allegedly lynched
by angry farmers. PNS
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The signboards installed in
front of the office of

Hurriyat Conference in the
Rajbagh area Srinagar were
uprooted and  later thrown
away by the angry members of
the Kashmir civil society to reg-
ister their anger against the  tar-
geted killings of members
belonging to the minority
Hindu community on Monday.

A Kashmiri Pandit, Puran
Krishan Bhat, who stayed back
in Kashmir even at the peak of
militancy, was killed in cold
blood in the Chowdhari Gund
area of Shopian on Saturday. He
arrived there from Jammu last
week to supervise the packing
of apples at his ancestral
orchard.

According to reports, a
large number of people,
including social
activists,municipal corpora-

tors and a handful of members
of the minority community,
assembled outside the office of
Hurriyat Conference and few
among them climbed the front
door and uprooted the sign-
board.  Some of the protesters
were seen holding placards
and  national flags in their
hands. 

In the absence of any one
present in the office complex
these protestors faced no resis-
tance. Post Abrogation of
Article 370,  the Hurriyat

Conference leaders were not
allowed to step out and attend
meetings in their Rajbagh
office. Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
was also not permitted to
attend religious gatherings and
offer Friday prayers during the
period. The protesters also
painted “India” in bold letters
on the main gate of the
Hurriyat’s central building.

Candlelight marches were
held on Sunday evening across
the valley against the killing of
a Kashmiri pandit.
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National Conference
President Dr Farooq

Abdullah Monday sparked
fresh controversy by claiming
that targeted killings won't
stop in the valley 'until justice
is served'.

Dr Abdullah, however,
stopped short of explaining
what 'justice' he was talking
about.

Speaking to reporters after
paying a visit to the residence
of a party worker in Reasi, Dr
Abdullah also asked a pointed
question, why the situation
has not improved despite the
abrogation of Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir, which the
BJP earlier blamed for the tar-
geted killings.

Referring to the prevailing
situation, Member Parliament

from Srinagar, Dr Abdullah
said had the situation been
improved on the ground,
another innocent Kashmiri
pandit would not have been
killed.

“It (killings) will never stop
as long as justice is not served,”
he told reporters in a brief
interaction when asked about
his reaction to the latest target
killing of a Kashmiri pandit by
terrorists in Shopian.

Puran Krishan Bhat was
gunned down by terrorists on
Saturday outside his ancestral
house in the Chowdhari Gund
area of the south Kashmir’s dis-
trict, where he had gone to look

after his apple orchards.
“They were making noises

that this (terrorism) was the
result of Article 370. Today,
there is no Article 370 but why
are such killings taking place
and who is responsible?”
Abdullah, a former J-K chief
minister, said.

Meanwhile, a committee
formed by opposition parties
against the inclusion of non-
locals in the electoral rolls in
Jammu and Kashmir on
Monday decided to hold
protests to mobilise public sup-
port on the issue.

The panel, which included
all the five constituents of the
Peoples Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD) and sev-
eral other political parties like
the Congress and the Dogra
Swabhiman Sangathan Party
(DSSP) met at the residence of
Dr Farooq Abdullah in Jammu

for the first time since it was
constituted on October 8.

“After discussions, we have
decided to go to the people and
inform them about the dangers
posed by the inclusion of non-
locals as voters in J&K.

”Our protests on the roads
will be peaceful and in accor-
dance with our constitutional
rights,” senior National
Conference leader and MP
Hasnain Masoodi told
reporters after the meeting at
the residence of Dr Abdullah.

Flanked by members of the
committee including former
minister Lal Singh of DSSP,
Awami National Conference
president Muzaffar Ahmad
Shah, and former MP Sheikh
Abdul Rehman, Masoodi said
the final decision to start the
public outreach programme
will be taken after consultation
with senior leaders.
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From big metros to smaller
cities, including those rich

in history and scenic beauty
such as Hampi and Khajuraho,
India has planned to host the
G20 meetings at 55 locations
across the country during its
yearlong Presidency.

Top officials of the tourism
ministry have said that the idea
behind choosing historic cites,
among other places, to host
meetings, is to put a "spotlight
on heritage sites".

India is expected to host
over 200 G20 meetings during
its yearlong Presidency of the
influential group, which will
culminate with an annual sum-
mit on September 9 and 10
next year.

"These meetings are
planned to be held at 55 loca-
tions across the length and
breadth of the country span-
ning various states. We will
cover metros, state capitals,
important tourist destinations,
among other places," a senior
official told PTI.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Monday came out directly in
support of outgoing Board of
Control for Cricket in India
president Sourav Ganguly
wondering why he was not
being renominated as the BCCI
chief.

Requesting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to back the for-
mer stylish left-hand batsman's
candidature for the
International Cricket Council
chief, Banerjee said, "I want to
know why Sourav axed like this
... When other persons were
retained."

His unfair removal could
"only be compensated by send-
ing him to the ICC," the Chief
Minister said requesting "the
honourable Prime Minister ...
to allow him to contest for the
ICC," as "he has been deprived."

Earlier TMC spokesper-
son Kunal Ghosh had asked
why Ganguly had to be

removed when the remaining
office bearers like Jay Shah, the
son of Home Minister Amit
Shah was being renominated as
the BCCI secretary. 

She further asked, "Is
Sourav being deprived because
he is a popular figure," urging
the BJP government not take
her statement politically.
"Please consider my words for
the benefit of sports."

The Chief Minister made
her statements before leaving
for North Bengal where she
met the relatives of the victims
of recent f lash f lood at
Malbazaar in Jalpaiguri district.

Bannerjee is presently in a
four-day trip to North Bengal
where she was likely to hold
administrative and party meet-
ings. 
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The Gujarat Government
has told the Supreme Court

that it decided to release the 11
convicts in the Bilkis Bano case
as “their behaviours was found
to be good” after their com-
pletion of 14 years in jail and
that the State Government got
approval from the Central
Government for the same. The
affidavit filed by the Gujarat
Government shows that CBI’s
Mumbai Unit and Trial Judge
in Mumbai had objected to the
premature release of the con-
victs, while the Gujarat
Government and Union Home
Ministry approved the release
of the convicts. 

According to the State
Government, the release of the
convicts was not based on the
circular regarding giving remis-

sion to prisoners as part of cel-
ebration of "Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav". The State
Government opposed the peti-
tions filed against the remission
saying that all the petitioners
were third parties and PIL
can’t be entertained in the
criminal cases. The petitioners
have no locus standi as they are
third parties, said the Gujarat
Government justifying the pre-
mature release of the convicts
in the Bilkis Bano case. 

CPI(M) leader Subhashini

Ali, TMC MP Mahua Moitra,
activits Revati Laul, Roop
Rekha Verma had moved the
apex court against the prema-
ture release. 

Urging the Supreme Court
to reject the their plea against
the the premature release, the
Gujarat Government told the
SC that "the petitioners are
third parties.. 'mere busybody
which has political machina-
tions'," and urged the court not
to entertain the PIL in the
criminal matter.
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The April 18, 1991 declara-
tion by the Government of

Kerala that the State has
become fully literate was a
fraud committed on the peo-
ple, according to Kummanam
Rajasekharan, former
Governor of Mizoram.

“By total literacy, what we
understand is that the entire
population in the State has the
capacity to read and write the
mother tongue Malayalam.
But a major portion of
Keralaites are still illiterate
and the declaration of the
State as fully literate was a ‘pub-
licity stunt’ by the then
Government,” the former
Governor told The Pioneer. He
said the subsequent govern-
ments failed to expose this folly
and hence they too are part of
this fraud.

“Had the entire population

been literate, the State would
not have fallen prey to the evil
designs of sorcerers like
Mohammed Shafi who is the
master brain behind the recent
‘human sacrifice’ in
Pathanamthitta district.
Suddenly the police have
woken up to the reality that
there was widespread sorcery
and black magic prevailing in
Kerala. Newspapers in the
State publish frequent adver-
tisements issued by the sor-
cerers and black magicians
promising prosperity, well
being and elimination of ene-
mies,” said Rajasekharan.

Suresh Gopinath, a volun-
teer who had worked in the lit-
eracy mission of the then
Kerala Government in 1987-
1991 agreed that the project
was a publicity unleashed by
the ruling party. “It is true that
we held evening classes to
educate the illiterates to write
their names in Malayalam and

affix the signature. There was
no attempt to teach them
Malayalam alphabets. People
aged 60 and above were the
targeted groups. The claim
that the State had achieved
total literacy was a hoax,” said
Gopinath, a financial consul-
tant who had worked as a vol-
unteer teaching the aged peo-
ple to write their names.

According to
Rajasekharan, Mizoram, where
he was the Governor was much
ahead of Kerala in preserving
and sustaining the culture of
the region. “There are no cases
of sexual molestations, abuse of
girl children and young girls.
Though I was freely accessible
to the citizens of the State, no
one has come to me with this
kind of grievances during my
entire tenure,” said the former
Governor.

He pointed out that Kerala
failed to preserve and sustain
its culture and heritage and

that is the root cause of all
these human sacrifice and sor-
cery.  The former Governor is
credited with leading an agi-
tation demanding the ban of
the ritual of “Thookkam”
(hanging) at Elavoor Devi
Temple in Ernakulam district.
Flesh of men would be pierced
with iron hooks and they
would be lifted up with pulley
and rope and taken around the
temple with a crane-like con-

traption. It was a gruesome
site,” said Kanchana Menon, a
septuagenarian homemaker
who has seen it personally. The
ritual came to an end only in
the 1980s but it is continued as
a symbolic style. Rajasekharan
says Kerala has still a long way
to go before attaining total lit-
eracy. “Statistics and indexes
are not the indicators of liter-
acy and culture,” signed off
Rajasekharan.
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Following repeated snags in
SpiceJet’s Bombardier Q400

fleet in recent months,  the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)  on Monday
directed the airline to carry out
an analysis of engine oil sam-
ples from its Q400 fleet and
other inspections. The DGCA
has also asked the airline to
conduct an inspection of the
bleed-off valve screen and
housing for evidence of oil
witness.

Boroscopic inspection of
all operational engines of all
Q400 engines within one week,
immediate inspection of
Magnetic Chip Detectors
(MCD), drawing of engine oil
samples every 15 days for
analysis and inspection of
bleed-off valve screen and

housing for evidence of oil
wetness in weekly check, are
among the other directions.

The airline has a fleet of 14
operational Q400 planes and
they have 28 PW 150A
engines.The latest directions
also come at a time when
SpiceJet is already under the
enhanced surveillance of
DGCA. Following a spate of
incidents involving the air-
line's planes, the regulator, on
July 27, capped the maximum
flights that can be operated by
it to 50 per cent. Last month,
the curbs were extended till
October 29.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wil inaugurate the

90th General Assembly of the
global police body Interpol on
Tuesday during which policing
issues like cyber, organised and
crypto crimes besides financial
frauds through the dark web
and online child sexual abuse
will be discussed threadbare. 

The Assembly will be held
from Tuesday to Friday and will
be attended by delegations from
195 Interpol member countries,
including ministers, police
chiefs of countries, heads of
National Central Bureaus
(NCBs) and senior police offi-
cers.

The General Assembly of
the Interpol is the supreme gov-
erning body and meets once a
year to take key decisions relat-
ed to its functioning.

The Assembly meeting is
taking place in India after a gap
of about 25 years, it was last
held in 1997.

“India’s proposal to host the
INTERPOL General Assembly
in 2022 at New Delhi coincid-
ing with celebrations for the
75th year of India’s indepen-
dence was accepted by the
General Assembly with over-
whelming majority. The event
provides an opportunity to
showcase best practices in
India’s law and order system to
the entire world,” CBI Special
Director Praveen Sinha said at
a Press conference that was also
addressed by the Interpol
Secretary General Jurgen Stock.

Besides Stock, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Interpol president Ahmed
Naser Al Raisi and the CBI
Director will also attend the
event.
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The Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) on Monday demand-

ed the imposition of President's
Rule in Bihar owing to the dete-
riorating law and order situation
even as it announced to contest
the upcoming Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh assembly
polls.

A resolution demanding
that the Centre impose
President's Rule in Bihar was
"unanimously" passed at the
national executive meeting of
his party."Bihar and Biharis
have suffered a lot due to the
personal ambitions and wrong
policies of Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar. As a result,
crime and corruption are at
their peak in the state," Paswan
read out from the resolution
passed at the national executive
meeting of his party.
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Sir — The continued efforts to promote
Hindi at the national level fails to yield results
and the Tamil Nadu government put hur-
dles all the time to keep the Tamilians as a
frog in the well. Though the DMK MPs go
to the capital and play according to the local
requirements and learn Hindi.

The DMK wants "Thani Tamil Nadu.
Only now things are becoming clear.
Reiterating the Tamil Nadu government's
position against attempts to impose Hindi
on the State, Chief Minister M K Stalin wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi contend-
ing that the continued efforts to promote
Hindi in the name of 'one nation' would
destroy the feeling of the brotherhood of the
people of Tamil Nadu. Quoting the num-
ber of people speaking languages other than
Hindi was numerically more than Hindi-
speaking people in the Indian Union.
Calling it divisive to prove his demand is not
correct.  

CK Suresh Ramani | Ghaziabad
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Sir — A woman's attire cannot be a license
to outrage her modesty nor can it be a
ground for absolving the accused who com-
mitted such a crime, the Kerala High
Court has said. There is no reason why a
woman should be judged by her clothes.
Norms that categorize women based on their
attire and expressions can never be tolerat-
ed. The sexually provocative dressing of a
victim cannot be construed as a legal
ground to absolve an accused from the
charge of insulting the modesty of a woman.
The right to wear any dress is a natural
extension of personal freedom guaranteed
by the Constitution of India. The Sessions
Court in its August 12 order had observed
that the offence under sexual harassment is
not prima facie attracted when the woman
was wearing "sexually provocative dress" and
it sparked widespread controversy.

The Court observed that everyone has
the freedom to wear whatever he/she wants

to wear, subject to the laws of the land.
Objectifying women regarding what she
wears cannot be justified. There is no  rea-
son why a woman should be judged by her
clothes. taking into consideration the facts
and circumstances of the case and the age
of the accused, the Court observed that cus-
todial interrogation will not be 
necessary.

Akshita Dhurve | Ujjain
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Sir — How the Supreme Court stayed the
operation of a Bombay High Court judg-
ment discharging Prof GN Saibaba and oth-
ers in an alleged Maoist conspiracy case is
quite unusual and has startled many. The
court showed extraordinary zeal in fulfill-
ing the Maharashtra government’s wish to
have an immediate hearing. However, the

apex court could have been more
restrained while entertaining an appeal
against the order.

It is doubtful whether the court should
have responded with such swiftness just to
suspend a judgment that has given detailed
reasons for discharging the accused. The
hearing in GN Saibaba's case in frantic haste
will leave a question: why a special hearing
for a plea to take away personal liberty grant-
ed by the High Court? And the questions
stop at the Chief Justice of India as the
Master of the Roster, who is so far receiv-
ing accolades from the legal fraternity and
the general public because of the several
brave and positive measures taken by him.

KV Chandramouli | Mysuru
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ing card is blind hatred of
Prime Minister Modi, which
has no place in a democracy.
An opponent is an adversary,
nothing more. Abuses like
"chowkidarchorhai" only
betray the speaker's character
and pollute the political
atmosphere.

The Congress has mostly
functioned on the Führer
Princip or the leadership prin-
ciple. From 1921, Mohandas
Gandhi continued to dominate
the party until 1946. Then it
was the turn of Jawaharlal
Nehru, especially after Sardar
Patel's passing away. He was
followed by his illustrious
daughter Indira Gandhi and in
turn by her son Rajiv Gandhi,
who knew or understood lit-
tle of politics but managed
somehow for five years. But he
left a dent in the party. The
poor man and woman ceased
to think it was their party. It
was now the organization of
the rich who wore Gucci shoes,
Rayban glasses, and so on.

However, the Congress
was still not seen as an anti-
Hindu outfit. After P.V.
Narsimha Rao completed his
term as prime minister, the
party began to slide down that
path. The 'consensus' that only
a Nehru-Gandhi can hold the
party together began to be spo-
ken about more publicly. Thus,

Sonia Gandhi was virtually
fished out from the
Mediterranean Sea for the
presidency of the Congress.
She did hold the party togeth-
er for ten years, also enabling
it to return to power, not by hit
or miss but by mediocre par-
tiality. The secret was Ahmed
Patel, who was loyal to Indira
Gandhi right through the
Emergency. He was a young
MP from Bharuch in Gujarat.
While he was not, by any
means, a rabid Muslim, he felt
that the future of Muslims in
India lay in moderation and
the Congress. No other party
was dependable and capable of
keeping his community across
India, more or less, united.
And the Nehru-Gandhis were
the only family under whose
umbrella Congressmen could
remain together. Hindu dom-
ination would ruin this Dar-
ul-Aman.

But subsequently, Patel
caught Covid left the mortal
world. Being a non-Hindu, he
easily fit into the mold of
Sonia Gandhi's preferences,
who blindly trusted him. Her
demands for a political advi-
sor are very tall. Herein lies the
knotty issue of the troubles the
party finds itself in. It is utter-
ly bereft of any political strat-
egy. More seriously, the ethos
of India has transformed from

Nehruvian to Hindu. What to
do in this situation?

The Gandhi dynasty's
scions, like many in the intel-
ligentsia, are vague about the
changing nature of India's pol-
itics. Understandably, change
brings insecurity born of the
sense of uncertainty. However,
politics, like nature, does not
allow the status quo to prevail
for long. 

The Congress' woes are
bigger than the Gandhis' non-
existent leadership. India's
power structure has changed
fundamentally. The Nehru
Congress was essentially a
sarkari party, representing the
bureaucratic-managerial class
that ruled India. Today, the dis-
course is dominated by pro-
ductive ideas and the culture
of India's homegrown talent in
the enterprise. The Congress,
with its overwhelming
Lutyenism, understandably
sees itself as a new and possi-
bly unknown realm. It also has
no answer to a formidable
giant called Narendra Modi, an
entirely self-made leader,
whose singular commitment is
to the nation, and not any
dynasty.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a

former member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed

are personal)
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At the time of writing this,
the developments inside
Congress are enough to
outdo the best of televi-

sion soaps. The Gandhi dynasty,
realizing that it needs to present
a face as its official president, put
forth the octogenarian
Mallikarjun Kharge as its pre-
ferred choice to act as a family
retainer carrying the label of
party president. The flamboyant
and West-educated Shashi
Tharoor, squashing talk of his
having withdrawn from the race
said that he is very much in what
he called a "friendly contest", but
described it as a "fight to the fin-
ish". Congress veteran and former
Madhya Pradesh chief minister
Digvijay Singh were reported to
have thrown his hat in the ring,
only to withdraw soon. Diggy
sahib inadvertently let the cat out
of the bag when he told a journal-
ist that whoever becomes the
Congress president will have to
work with the blessings of the
Gandhi family. Translated, this
reads: the Gandhi dynasty was, is,
and will remain the real boss, even
if somebody else occasionally
gets to sit on the chair.

This is why Rajasthan chief
minister Ashok Gehlot, whose
loyalty to Sonia Gandhi was not
in doubt and who was reported-
ly her choice to occupy the chair,
had no qualms about letting her
down. Gehlot's loyal MLAs
kicked off a storm in the state unit
of the party, threatening to bring
down the government if the
CM's rival Sachin Pilot was made
the chief minister after Gehlot
became Congress president.
While the internal drama of the
Congress may interest journal-
ists and news-watchers, what
must engage our attention is
why India's oldest political party
is so bereft of any leadership
outside the Gandhi family,
whose political heft has dissipat-
ed to the extent that it no
longer is taken seriously, leave
alone command respect.

Political parties, whether in
power or opposition, have a duty
towards the country, and more so
those parties that have a hoary
history like the Congress. As it
appears, Congress does not seem
devoted to this idea. Its only call-
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There is a native
American saying, “We
do not inherit the

world from our ancestors, we
borrow it from our children”.
Our planet has seen unbeliev-
able degradation, especially
over the last 300 years after
the creation of electricity,
which resulted in a motorised
world. Mining, manufactur-
ing, transport and shipping all
contribute to global warming
through different kinds of
emissions.

Transport related emis-
sions contribute 30 per cent
into all kinds of emissions.
Someone might argue that 30
per cent is less and why not
attack other sources of pollu-
tion like the thermal power
plants or ships, and why go
after the transport sector?
Well, the answer is simple,

first of all there is a law of
exponential margin harm
that suggests that each per-
centage point increase in level
of pollution beyond certain
threshold years is propor-
tionate and a reversible harm
for the planet and this only
increases at higher threshold.

So, if we remove all pol-
luting vehicles from the road,
while the absolute reductions
and emissions from the total
will only be 30 per cent, the
perceptible change will be
much higher because we
would fall below the danger-
ous thresholds that we have
crossed a few decades ago.

When we declared the
pandemic in March and saw
the first ever total lock-down
of our lives in April 2020,
there were press reports that
suggested that people were

able to see Dhauladhar
mountains from as far as
Punjab, and the same for
Gangotri from Saharanpur.

We all remember the blue
skies that suddenly opened up
for us, just a few days into the
lock down. The only change
we made was that we
removed polluting vehicles
from the road. Another fac-
tor to consider is the ease of
switching to a non-polluting
way of life which comes with
electric mobility. While on
one hand we drive fossil fuel
guzzling petrol vehicles at
Rs 10 per kilometre, we have
electric options that are avail-
able at less than a rupee for
every kilometre.

So, it can be deduced
beyond doubt that the trans-
port related emissions is what
we should attack as human

race if it wants to redeem our
blue skies and give the plan-
et intact to the next genera-
tion. The fact that electric cars
come with zero emission is no
secret. However what people
don’t know is that an electric
car has got one third the car-
bon footprint of a fossil fuel
car, even when it is powered
by the dirtiest source of elec-
tricity. When powered by

renewable sources of energy,
the carbon footprint of an
electric car is zero.

Now, if electric cars are so
cheap to drive and maintain
and so beneficial for the envi-
ronment, where is the adop-
tion? Well, there are two
major impediments that
stand in the way of EV adop-
tion. There is a lack of charg-
ing infrastructure, besides
information asymmetry.

While most of the charg-
ing will take place at home
using the EV charger supplied
by the car manufacturer, there
will always be range anxiety
especially when you venture
out of city limits.

While we’re in this busi-
ness, we have no qualms in
admitting that charging
infrastructure is overrated
and you hardly require it,

since nine out of 10 times
you’ll be charging at home.
So, it is really the information
asymmetry that is a bigger
impediment.

With destination charg-
ing, 2,000 destination charg-
ers will ensure that monoliths
will cover 1000+ destinations
around these seven early
adopter cities. As a result,
each early adopter city will get
a coverage of 140+ destina-
tion chargers in frequently
travelled destinations from
that city.

For highway charging,
the infrastructure will have
100 highway charging parks
or EV Roadhouses, strategi-
cally located on 50 Highways
[Frequently travelled routes
by car-users from the seven
Early Adopter cities], each
providing two charging bays

on Day one through one
dual-gun charging solution.
Community, the fourth pillar,
consciously chosen, meticu-
lously planned, and strategi-
cally important pillar of
SunFuel is our community of
EV Users – E·Trails.

More than the govern-
ment sops or subsidies, the
market forces will drive the
adoption of electric med-
icals. It is an idea whose time
has come. When you can
drive a fantastic car at one
rupee kilometre, why would
you ever choose to drive a
noise fossil fuel car at Rs 10
kilometre.

The charging infrastruc-
ture will primarily act as a
secondary charging point in
most use cases since 90 per
cent of all charging will hap-
pen at home.
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(The authors are Co-
founders, Sunfuel Electric)
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Himachal Pradesh will go to the
polls on November 12 and the
verdict of the people will be
known on December 8. It was in

1985 that the then Chief Minister
Virbhadra Singh had beaten the anti-
incumbency factor to retain power. That
was 37 years ago. Himachal Pradesh has
always elected a new government after
every five years. But Prime Minister
Narendra Modi stands against this electoral
trend, as he has broken such trends in sev-
eral other states.

Political pundits are still deciphering
the reasons for Modi-led Bharatiya Janata
Party finding no obstacles in reversing the
electoral history in such states. Under the
leadership of PM Modi, the BJP has
become a political party full of activity 365
days a year. The BJP unlike other political
parties doesn’t wake up only in the states
after the announcement of the dates of elec-
tions by the Election Commission. The BJP
is with the people every day in times of their
happiness and sorrows.

Over the years it has been well demon-
strated that the BJP is the only proponent
of social democracy. It must be recalled that
the architect of the Indian Constitution B
R Ambedkar had expounded on the rele-
vance of social democracy. India at that
time being a nation of the vast majority of
the poor needed the political parties to
address social causes and also find solutions
to allow reforms in the society. The social
democracy called upon the political par-
ties to work against the socio-economic
inequity in the country.

PM Modi in the highest commitment
to social democracy, which also found
expressions in the political philosophy of
the BJP’s ideologue Deen Dayal Upadhyaya,
has given the task to remove the socio-eco-
nomic inequity in the country topmost 
priority.

Gareeb Kalyan Agenda of the Modi
government is committed to remove the
socio-economic inequity in the country.
The BJP has been a steady bridge between
the Modi government and the party-
ruled states, which has ensured that the
Modi model of development has reached
the villages. Now, the Modi model of devel-
opment has a uniformity of implementa-
tion at the centre, the state capitals, districts
and the villages with the sole mantra of
improving the conditions of the people dri-
ving the officials.

In Uttarakhand, the political pundits
were very loudly reminding everyone that
the state never re-elects the incumbent gov-
ernment. At the top, they were also ampli-
fying that the BJP had given three Chief
Ministers in five years in Uttarakhand.
They also claimed that Pushkar Singh
Dhami, while being in the office only for
a few months, would be inadequate to the
task of winning a fresh-mandate.
Uttarakhand also had been electing a BJP
and the Congress-led government every
five years. It had become a tradition that

$���'�����������������	�	����	��
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(The author is Director,
Public Policy Research

Center)

the incumbent government would
be voted out in the elections. But
the BJP proved them all wrong.
That was possible because the
Modi model and the well-oiled
machinery of the BJP acted as force
multiplier to bring Dhami and the
party back to power.

The people in Uttarakhand
had no doubt that the credibility of
the BJP to work for welfare is
unquestionable. The people in the
hilly state were convinced that PM
Modi had geared his government
to look after the interests of
Uttarakhand. That was made visi-
ble on the ground as the execution
of various infrastructure projects
with the push of PM Modi as he
took regular meetings of PRAGATI
to expedite the development works.
The people in Uttarakhand had also
known PM Modi having worked
for their welfare in times of tragedy
when the natural calamity struck
the hilly state in 2013 with flash
floods in Kedarnath.

Uttar Pradesh had never elect-
ed the same government for over
three decades. Since the 1990s, the
governments changed there after
five years and sometimes even
midways. For almost one and a half
decade the caste-based identity
politics kept Uttar Pradesh in a
poverty bind. The likes of
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samaj Party perpetuated the worst
form of caste-based identity poli-
tics. They took the state back by
several decades. The factories in
Kanpur were shut. The leather
cottage industries in Agra also
struggled. The sugarcane farmers
were driven to poverty. The sugar-

cane mills refused to pay dues to
farmers and the arrears ran for sev-
eral years.

The people in UP did not ven-
ture out in the night, knowing that
their life would be at risk. The land
of the people and the state was
grabbed by the Mafia with the
police watching helplessly. But
2017 brought the BJP in power in
Lucknow. After several decades the
people in the state got a taste of
good governance of the BJP. They
saw that the encroachment on the
public land was removed.

The Kashi Vishwanath temple
complex was freed of the encroach-
ments. The ancient city found that
their roads became wide. The 
people who had never seen a good
road in their neighbourhood saw
all weather roads coming up. The
overhanging cobweb of electricity
wire also disappeared. Complaints
of the people were responded to in
quick time. Arrears of the 
sugarcane farmers were cleared in
record time. Agra became the
global hub of shoe manufacturing.
The businesses in Kanpur gained
full steam. Noida became the top
destination for global electronics
manufacturers.

Uttar Pradesh in a very short
span of time became a state of
hope. The people richly rewarded
the BJP in the 2022 state assembly
elections by re-electing the Yogi 
Adityanath-led BJP government in
Lucknow. This again affirmed
that the Modi model with the help
of well-oiled machinery of the BJP
had brought the agenda of positive
incumbency at the forefront of 
electoral politics. People began

ignoring the noise surrounding
negative politics in the BJP-
ruled states.

Goa had also been a state
where Congress and the BJP
gained power at intervals. The BJP
in Goa was without the services of
its stalwart Manohar Parrikar as he
unfortunately passed away after a
long battle with a critical illness.
Goa also had seen the full might
of the Modi model and the power
of the well-oiled machinery of the
BJP that ensured that the party
returned to power with improved
strength. Now, it is seen that even
the Congress workers want to join
the BJP to prosper in the state, 
knowing well that the party is 
fully committed to the develop-
ment of Goa and welfare of its
people.

Manipur got into news only for
economic blockades by the insur-
gents. The BJP came to power there
and changed history. Manipur was
back to the path of development.
Manipur also found that New Delhi
was far closer to Imphal. N Biren
Singh, Chief Minister of Manipur,
was blessed with the positive
incumbency vote, as the BJP
returned to power again.

PM Modi has been at the fore-
front of the development of
Himachal Pradesh, bringing high-
er education institutions to the
hilly state along with ever expand-
ing railway networks, besides bet-
ter facilities for the farmers. The
state is showing visible signs of pos-
itive incumbency in favour of the
BJP. On December 8, people will
reveal their faith in good 
governance.
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Waves of explosives-laden
suicide drones struck
Ukraine's capital Monday,

setting buildings ablaze and tearing
a hole in one of them while send-
ing people scurrying for shelter or
trying to shoot down the kamikazes.

The concentrated use of the
drones was the second barrage in as
many weeks — after months where
air attacks had become become a
rarity in central Kyiv. The assault
sowed terror and frayed nerves as
blasts echoed across the city. Energy
facilities were struck, and one drone
slammed into a residential building,
killing four people, authorities said.

The drones appeared to include
Iranian-made Shaheds. Intense, sus-
tained bursts of gunfire rang out as
they buzzed overhead, apparently
from soldiers trying to destroy
them. Others headed for shelter,
nervously scanning the skies. But
Ukraine has become grimly accus-
tomed to attacks nearly eight
months into the Russian invasion,
and city life resumed as rescuers
picked through the debris.

Previous Russian airstrikes on
Kyiv were mostly with missiles.
Mayor Vitali Klitschko said
Monday's barrage came in succes-
sive waves of 28 drones — in what
many fear could become a more
common mode of attack as Russia
seeks to avoid depleting its stockpiles
of long-range precision missiles.

Five drones plunged into Kyiv
itself, said Prime Minister Denys

Shmyhal. In the Kyiv region, at least
13 were shot down, all of them fly-
ing in from the south, said Yurii
Ihnat, a spokesman for Ukraine's air
force.

One strike appeared to target
the city's heating network, hitting an
operations center. Another slammed
into a four-story residential build-
ing, ripping a large hole in it and col-
lapsing at least three apartments on
top of each other. Four bodies were
recovered, including those of a
woman who was 6 months pregnant
and her husband, Klitschko said. An
older woman and another man
also were killed there.

An Associated Press photogra-
pher caught one of the drones on
camera, its triangle-shaped wing and
pointed warhead clearly visible
against the blue sky.

"The whole night, and the whole
morning, the enemy terrorizes the
civilian population," Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said in a social media post.
"Kamikaze drones and missiles are
attacking all of Ukraine."

"The enemy can attack our
cities, but it won't be able to break
us," he wrote.

Andrii Yermak, head of the
presidential office, posted on social
media that Shahed drones were
among those used.

Zelenskyy, citing Ukrainian
intelligence services, has previous-
ly alleged Russia has ordered 2,400
of the Shahed drones from Iran.
Russia has rebranded them as
Geran-2 drones — meaning "gera-

nium" in Russian. A photo of debris
from one of Monday's strikes, post-
ed by Klitschko, showed the word
Geran-2 marked on a mangled tail
fin.

Iran has previously denied pro-
viding Russia with weapons,

although its Revolutionary Guard
chief has boasted about providing
arms to the world's top powers,
without elaborating.

The drones pack an explosive
charge and can linger over targets
before nosediving into them. Their

blasts jolted people awake early
Monday. They included Snizhana
Kutrakova, 42, who lives close to
where one of the drones came
down.

"I'm full of rage," she said. "Full
of rage and hate."

The Russian military said it used
"long-range air- and sea-based high-
precision weapons" to fire at
Ukrainian military and energy facil-
ities. The strikes hit "all assigned tar-
gets," Defense Ministry spokesman
Igor Konashenkov said.

Iranian-made drones have been
used elsewhere in Ukraine in recent
weeks against urban centers and
infrastructure, including power sta-
tions.

They are comparatively cheap,
costing in the region of $20,000.
Their use in swarms presents a chal-
lenge to Ukrainian air defenses, said
Ihnat, the air force spokesman.
Western nations have promised to
bolster Ukrainian air defenses with
systems that can shoot down drones
but much of that weaponry has yet
to arrive and, in some cases, may be
months away.

"The challenges are serious
because the air defense forces and
means are the same as they were at
the beginning of the war," Ihnat said.
Some air defense weaponry supplied
by the West can only be used dur-
ing daylight hours when targets are
visible, he added.

Russia forces also struck ener-
gy infrastructure elsewhere on
Monday, apparently seeking to com-
pound pressure on Kyiv's govern-
ment after previous attacks that
knocked out power supplies.
Shmyhal, the prime minister, said
hundreds of settlements were with-
out power after missile attacks on
critical infrastructure in the
Dnipropetrovsk and Sumy regions.

Ukraine's nuclear operator said
Russian shelling also cut off power
again to the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant, one of the most wor-
rying flashpoints of the Russian
invasion.

The nuclear plant, Europe's
largest, needs power for critical
safety systems. When shelling sev-
ers its power supply lines, the plant
is forced to fall back on diesel gen-
erators – a temporary stopgap.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin had said Friday that there was
no need for more widespread attacks
against Ukraine — after a barrage of
strikes earlier in the week that he
said were in retaliation for the
bombing of a bridge connecting the
Crimean Peninsula with the Russian
mainland.

However, Putin also said that
seven of 29 targets designated after
the bridge attack were not hit "the
way the Defense Ministry had
planned," so Moscow's forces would
continue to target them. He didn't
specify the targets.

After months during which
strikes in central Kyiv were rare, last
week's attacks put the country and
its capital back on edge.

The strike on Kyiv comes as
fighting has intensified in the east-
ern regions of Donetsk and Luhansk
in recent days, as well as the con-
tinued Ukrainian counteroffensive
in the south near Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia. Zelenskyy said
Sunday that there was heavy fight-
ing around the cities of Bakhmut
and Soledar in the Donetsk region.
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The European Union on
Monday approved a military

training mission in Europe for
thousands of Ukrainian troops
and to provide around 500 mil-
lion euros (USD 486 million) in
extra funds to help buy weapons
for the war-torn country.

The mission, which will
have a headquarters in Brussels
and be under the command of
French naval officer Vice Adm.
Herve Blejean, will initially run
for two years with a budget of
almost 107 million euros (USD
104 million).

EU headquarters said in a
statement that the mission's
aim is to allow the Ukrainian
armed forces to “effectively con-
duct military operations,” so that
Ukraine can “defend its territo-
rial integrity within its interna-
tionally recognised borders,
effectively exercise its sover-
eignty and protect civilians.”

It said that the EU will pro-
vide “individual, collective and
specialised training.”

Countries that aren't part of
the bloc will be allowed to take

part in the training effort. The
aim initially is to train about
15,000 Ukrainian troops, chiefly
in Poland and Germany.

It's hoped that the mission
will be up and running by mid-
November. Several EU and
NATO nations are already train-
ing Ukraine's armed forces on
a bilateral basis.

Asked what added value the
Brussels-headquartered mis-
sion would bring, EU foreign
policy chief Josep Borrell said on
Monday that he's “strongly con-
vinced that putting together
the capacities of the European
armies we can offer a much bet-
ter product.”

NATO started training mil-
itary instructors in Ukraine
after Russia annexed the

Crimean Peninsula in 2014.
The military alliance believes
that training the trainers is the
most effective way of helping
Ukraine's armed forces as it
doesn't require troops needed
for battle to leave the country.

The EU also approved a
sixth tranche of money, worth
500 million euros (USD 486
million), from the European
Peace Facility — a fund being
used to reimburse member
countries that provide weapons,
ammunition and non-lethal
military support to Ukraine.

Around 10 million euros
(USD 9.7 million) from that
sum will be used to provide
equipment and supplies, like
personal protection gear, first-
aid kits and fuel.

It brings to just over 3 bil-
lion euros (USD 2.9 billion) the
total EU sum in security sup-
port being made available for
Ukraine.

Individual countries are
also spending more on top of
that. The decisions will come
almost eight months after Russia
launched its invasion of
Ukraine.
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Four Russian nationals —
three men and one woman

— have been arrested and held
in custody after they were seen
taking pictures of objects that
are subject to a ban on photog-
raphy in central Norway, police
said on Monday.

Officers found “photo-
graphic equipment and rela-
tively extensive image material”
in their possession when their
car was stopped on October 11.

Police didn't say what they
were photographing. The four
— none of whom were identi-
fied — came to Norway from
Finland, police said, adding
that they said there were
tourists.
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When massive, coordinat-
ed Russian bombard-

ments shook cities and towns
across Ukraine a week ago to
trigger a new phase in the
Kremlin's war, one strike left a
huge crater in a popular Kyiv
children's playground and
ripped open a central inter-
section.

The next day, traffic
flowed over the newly asphalt-
ed road, and life in the capital
had returned to near normal.

The response to Russia's
new wave of attacks was to get
back to work, stroll in the
warm autumn sun and tend to
final harvests from summer

vegetable gardens.
A similar scene played out

in the central Ukrainian city of
Dnipro that day, where city
workers repaired a road
overnight after it was
destroyed by shelling in that
coordinated attack.

“We worked all night, grit-
ting our teeth,” wrote Dnipro
Mayor Borys Filatov on
Facebook the day after the
October 10 attack. The post
included before and after pho-
tos of where the strike had hit
and the completed repairs.

“We will restore and
rebuild everything. But our
hatred will live for centuries,”
he said.

Ukrainians' resilience in

the nearly eight-month-old
war continues to be unwaver-
ing, despite an uptick in attacks
that are seen as Russian
President Vladimir Putin's
vengeful response to an explo-

sion that damaged a Moscow-
built bridge to the Kremlin-
annexed Crimean Peninsula
on October 8.

Russian missiles and
Iranian-made drones struck at

least 10 regions across the
country two days later, target-
ing critical infrastructure such
as power plants and water-
works in major urban centres.

The barrage left 19 dead
and more than 100 wounded
in the most extensive attacks
since the early days after the
Russian invasion began on
February 24. On Monday,
explosives-laden suicide
drones struck Kyiv, setting
buildings ablaze and sending
residents running for cover.

City life quickly resumed,
though hours later air raid
sirens were triggered again,
and metro stations filled up
with worried but calm resi-
dents.
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NATO on Monday began its long-
planned annual nuclear exercis-

es in northwestern Europe as tensions
simmer over the war in Ukraine and
President Vladimir Putin's threat to
use any means to defend Russian ter-
ritory.

Fourteen of NATO's 30 member
countries were due to take part in the
exercises, which the military alliance
said would involve around 60 aircraft
including fighter jets and surveil-
lance and refueling planes.

The bulk of the war games will be
held at least 1,000 kilometers (625
miles) from Russia's borders.

U.S. Long-range B-52 bombers

will also take part in the maneuvers,
dubbed Steadfast Noon, which will
run until Oct. 30. NATO is not per-
mitting any media access.

NATO said that training flights
will take place over Belgium, which is
hosting Steadfast Noon this year, as
well as over the North Sea and the
United Kingdom. The exercises
involve fighter jets capable of carry-
ing nuclear warheads, but do not
involve any live bombs.

The exercises were planned before
Putin ordered Russian troops into
Ukraine in February. Russia usually
holds its own annual maneuvers
around the same time, and NATO is
expecting Moscow to exercise its
nuclear forces sometime this month.
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The European Union agreed Monday
to send up to 40 experts to Armenia

to help watch over its border with
Azerbaijan in an effort to help restore
peace and build confidence between the
longtime foes.

The monitoring mission will be
deployed for up to two months, Its aim
is to restore some confidence at a time
when a lack of security “is putting lives

at risk and jeopardizes the conflict res-
olution process,” EU headquarters said
in a statement.

Last month, Armenia and
Azerbaijan negotiated a cease-fire to end
a flare-up of fighting that killed 155 sol-
diers from both sides. The EU mission
will help with the work of border com-
missions set up earlier this year to
address concerns over the delimitation
of the two countries' common border.

The ex-Soviet countries have been

locked in a decades-old conflict over
Nagorno-Karabakh, which is part of
Azerbaijan but has been under the con-
trol of  ethnic Armenian forces backed
by Armenia since a separatist war
there ended in 1994.

The EU monitoring mission idea
was floated after the leaders of historic
foes Turkey and Armenia earlier this
month held their first face-to-face
meeting since the two countries agreed
to improve relations.
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Brazil's former President
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva

and incumbent Jair Bolsonaro
clashed in their first one-on-
one debate Sunday, two weeks
before the presidential elec-
tion's runoff.

Debates in the election's
first round featured several
other candidates, none of
whom garnered more than 5
per cent of the October 2 vote.
During debates, they were
largely distractions from the
two obvious frontrunners.

The two repeatedly called
each other liars during an
encounter lasting about 1 ½
hours. The term was used
more than a dozen times by
each of the candidates in the
TV Band debate that, other-

wise, was less aggressive than
many analysts had expected.

"You are a liar. You lie
every day," da Silva said dur-
ing one exchange. Bolsonaro

frequently said: "You can't
come here to tell people these
lies."

Earlier this month, da
Silva, who is universally

known as Lula, won the elec-
tion's first round with 48 per
cent of the vote compared to
Bolsonaro's 43 per cent. Polls
indicate the leftist former
president, who governed
between 2003-2010, remains
the frontrunner, though his
lead has shrunk considerably.

Each candidate focused
on the issues that, according
to polls, represent their adver-
sary's weak points: for
Bolsonaro, the COVID-19
pandemic that killed 6,80,000
Brazilians, and for da Silva,
corruption scandals involving
his Workers' Party.

Da Silva and Bolsonaro
are expected to take part in
one more debate, days before
the vote, on TV Globo,
Brazil's most popular net-
work.
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Brazil's da Silva, Bolsonaro clash in 1st one-on-one debate
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The United Nations will push for a nationwide
cease-fire in Syria even after bursts of fight-

ing in the last rebel-held region have punctured
a two-year truce there, killing hundreds, a UN
envoy said on Monday.

Geir Pedersen, the UN special envoy for Syria,
spoke to reporters after meeting the foreign min-
ister in Damascus. Syria's economic situation is
“extremely difficult as close to 15 million people
are in need for humanitarian assistance,” he said.

Syrian government forces have over the past
years captured much of the country with the help
of President Bashar Assad's allies Russia and Iran.

A cease-fire brokered by Turkey and Russia
in March 2020 stopped a Russian-backed gov-
ernment offensive on the last rebel stronghold in
northwestern Syria.

But despite the relative calm, shelling and air
strikes have killed hundreds of civilians in the past
two years.

“Since March 2020, we have a cease-fire in
place, we have front lines that are not shifted but
still too many civilians are being killed so that's
still a challenge,” Pedersen said.

He added that “we will continue to work to
try to see if there is a possibly for a nationwide
cease-fire.”

The political process has not delivered peace
to the Syrian people, Pedersen added and pledged
that the UN would continue to work on the
humanitarian needs of all, refugees and displaced,
both in and outside government-controlled areas.

More than 80 per cent of Syrians now live in
poverty, leaving much of the population depen-
dent on humanitarian assistance.
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The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party led by former prime

minister Imran Khan on Monday
swept the crucial by-elections,
winning six out of eight National
Assembly seats and two out of
three provincial assembly seats in
Punjab, in another jolt to the
Shehbaz Sharif government.

The main contest was
between Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif 's Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

Eight seats of the National
Assembly (NA) and three of the
Punjab provincial assembly fell
vacant after the PTI lawmakers
resigned following the toppling
of Khan's government in April.

Khan, who contested seven
National Assembly seats in the
crucial by-elections held on
Sunday, emerged victorious in
six constituencies, building for-

ward momentum in his drive to
push the six-month-old PML-
N-led government into
announcing an early general
election.

The 70-year-old cricketer-
turned-politician was defeated
on a seat in Karachi by a candi-
date of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), which managed to
clinch two National Assembly
seats — NA-157 Multan and
NA-237 Karachi — which were
bagged by the PTI in the 2018
general elections.

In Multan, former prime
minister Yousaf Raza Gillani's
son Ali Musa Gillani defeated
Meher Bano, daughter of former
foreign minister and PTI leader
Shah Mahmood Qureshi. This
was the only NA seat where Khan
did not contest the by-poll.

The Multan contest was
keenly watched as it showcased
the influential Gilani and
Qureshi familie
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The death toll from floods in Nigeria this
year has increased to 603 as local

authorities race to get relief items to hun-
dreds of thousands being evacuated from
their submerged homes.

More than 1.3 million people have been
displaced by the disaster, which has affect-
ed people across 33 of Nigeria's 36 states,
the nation's humanitarian affairs ministry
said late on Sunday.

At least 340,000 hectares of land also
have been affected, worsening fears of food
supply disruptions.

Armed conflict already has threatened
production in the northwest and central
regions of Nigeria, which produce much of
what the country eats.

Nigerian President Muhammadu
Buhari directed “all concerned to work for
the restoration of normalcy,” according to
a statement issued by the presidency.

Nigeria experiences annual flooding
especially in coastal areas but this year's
floods are the worst in more than a decade.

Authorities blame the disaster this
year on the release of excess water from
Lagdo dam in neighbouring Cameroon and
on unusual rainfalls.

The flooding has worsened the human-
itarian crisis in Nigeria where armed vio-
lence especially in the troubled northern
region has already displaced more than 3

million people, according to the Internal
Displacement Monitoring Centre.

Sadiya Umar Farouq, Nigeria's minis-
ter of humanitarian affairs, warned that five
states are still at risk of experiencing
floods up till the end of November.

“We are calling on the respective state
governments, local government councils
and communities to prepare for more
flooding by evacuating people living on
flood plains to high grounds," Farouq said.

Last week, President Buhari approved
12,000 metric tons of grains for the flood
victims, the humanitarian affairs minister
said.
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Seven soldiers were killed when
a tire on their truck burst in

rainy weather, causing the vehicle
to flip over and smash into a
parked cement mixer in a central
Philippine province, police said on
Monday.

Seven other soldiers were
injured in the accident on Sunday
night in the coastal town of Uson
in Masbate province while they

were on their way back to their
detachment after receiving food
and other supplies at an army
camp, police said.

Some of the soldiers were also
returning from an intelligence-
gathering mission, regional army
commander Maj. Gen. Alex Luna
said.

Police investigator Sgt.
Ladislao Jumao-as said a rear tire
on the truck burst, causing the
vehicle to flip over and smash into

the cement mixer parked on the
side of the road. He said there was
no sign of sabotage.

“They were running a bit
fast because it was late at night,
there were some threats in the
area and it was raining,” Jumao-
as said by telephone.

More than 2,000 armed com-
munist guerrillas operate in the
country, including in Masbate
and outlying provinces, despite
battle setbacks, infighting and
surrenders in one of Asia's
longest-raging insurgencies,
according to the military.
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Japan's Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida ordered an investi-

gation on Monday into the
Unification Church in an
apparent move to calm the
public outrage over his gov-
erning party's cozy ties with the
controversial group, which were
revealed in the wake of Shinzo
Abe's assassination.

Former Prime Minister
Abe was shot to death during an
outdoor campaign speech in
July. The suspect, Tetsuya
Yamagami, told police he killed
Abe because of his apparent
link to a religious group he
hated.

A letter and social media
postings attributed to

Yamagami said his mother's
large donations to the church
bankrupted his family and
ruined his life.

Kishida said a government
hotline set up to receive com-
plaints and inquiries related to
the church has resulted in more
than 1,700 cases that have been
handled by police and legal
experts.

“Many victims face finan-
cial difficulty and their families
were destroyed, but the gov-
ernment has not been able to
provide adequate support and
I take it seriously,” Kishida said.
He also pledged to do more to
support the alleged victims,
including a possible revision to
the consumer contract law to
prevent future problems.
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The Swedish parliament on Monday elected Ulf
Kristersson — the conservative Moderate Party

leader — as prime minister at the head of a coali-
tion that is being supported by a once radical far-
right party. Kristersson, 59, was elected by 176-
173 votes. His government is expected to be pre-
sented Tuesday. His three-party coalition does not
have a majority, but in Sweden, prime ministers
can govern as long as there is no parliamentary
majority against them.

After a month of talks with the anti-immi-
gration Sweden Democrats, Kristersson present-
ed an agreement
that gave them an
u n p r e c e d e n t e d
position of influ-
ence in Swedish pol-
itics. They took over
20% of the vote at
the Sept 11 election.

Kristersson's
centre-right coali-
tion Govt comprises
his party and the
Liberals and the
C h r i s t i a n
Democrats, but he
has said it will
remain in “close col-
laboration” with the
Sweden Democrats.
He depends on
Sweden Democrats
to secure a majority.
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The overarching theme emerg-
ing from China's ongoing
Communist Party congress is

one of continuity, not change.
The weeklong meeting, which

opened Sunday, is expected to reap-
point Xi Jinping as leader, reaffirm
a commitment to his policies for the
next five years and possibly elevate
his status even further as one of the
most powerful leaders in China's
modern history.

A look at what's happened so
far, and what's to come:

MORE OF THE SAME
This is not an inflection point

for the party. That happened 10
years ago when it named Xi as
leader, though it wasn't evident at
the time.

Since then, Xi has reoriented
China both domestically and inter-
nationally. The military has staked
claims to disputed territory while
diplomats have become more
assertive, saying China won't be bul-
lied by the U.S. And others. 

Xi has brought back stronger
state control over the economy and
society, expanding censorship and

arrest to stifle dissent. An unprece-
dented crackdown on corruption
has brought down hundreds of
senior officials, including some
potential political rivals.

All of that is here to stay was the
message from a one-hour and 45-
minute party report that Xi deliv-
ered to the opening session on
Sunday, extolling the party's efforts

toward what he calls the “rejuvena-
tion” of the nation.

ELEVATING XI
Xi has already swept away com-

petitors and consolidated power.
The question is whether he will gain
even more power — and how.

Practically, he has placed him-
self in charge of the military, foreign
policy, the economy and most other

matters through a series of party
working groups that he heads.

Symbolically, his ideology,
known as Xi Jinping Thought, was
enshrined in the party congress at
the previous congress in 2017. 

Another amendment to the
constitution is on the agenda for this
week's congress. No details have
been divulged, but analysts say it
could further raise his status in the
party.

THE NEW LEADERS
It is customary for the party to

unveil its top leadership for the next
five years the day after the congress
closes, with the small group named
to the Politburo Standing
Committee identified for the first
time when they parade out on
stage.

Xi is widely expected to be at the
top, getting a third five-year term.
That would dispense with an

unwritten agreement for party lead-
ers to step down after two terms.

The others named to the
Standing Committee, which cur-
rently has seven members, could
offer clues to Xi's future and the
direction of policy. 

He is expected to stack the com-
mittee with loyalists. Analysts won-
der whether China's economic
slump will force him to temper his
enthusiasm for a state-run economy

and include supporters of a more
market-oriented approach.

No obvious successor was
picked for the current Standing
Committee in 2017, signaling that
Xi was eyeing a third term. Doing
so again would suggest he plans an
even longer stay.

WAIT FOR THE WEEKEND
With most of this week's ses-

sions behind closed doors, none of
this is likely to be known until the
weekend. Any amendment to the
constitution would typically be
announced at the closing session on
Saturday, and the new leadership
paraded out on Sunday.

ZERO-COVID BLUES
For many Chinese, weary of

pandemic restrictions that have
disrupted lives and the economy, the
more immediate question is whether
there be any easing after the party
congress.The answer is probably not
immediately, and changes when
they do come will most likely be
gradual. The Communist Party is
always eager to portray the country
in a positive light around the con-
gress and avoid any societal dis-
ruptions — and a major COVID-19
outbreak would be one.
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As British Prime Minister
Liz Truss struggles to

retain her authority, one man
is seen to be in the real position
of power to restore order and
credibility to the Conservative
government and limit the dam-
age caused by Truss' econom-
ic plans.

Jeremy Hunt, named
Britain's new Treasury chief
three days ago, on Monday
sought to calm jittery markets
and angry Conservative law-
makers as he announced he
was reversing the bulk of Truss'
tax-cutting economic stimulus

package, which has left the U.K.
in political and financial chaos
since it was unveiled three
weeks ago.

Hunt, 55, on Friday

became the U.K.'s fourth
Treasury chief this year after
Truss fired his predecessor,
Kwasi Kwarteng, and ditched
her pledge to scrap a planned
increase in the corporation
tax, a key plank of her tax-
slashing plans.

A veteran Cabinet minister,
Hunt has served in top gov-
ernment posts including for-
eign secretary and health sec-
retary.

He is seen as a centrist
among Tories and considered
an experienced "safe pair of
hands" to steer the government
through its current self-inflict-
ed crisis.
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The nation's first trial over a
state's ban on gender-con-

firming care for children begins
in Arkansas this week, the lat-
est fight over restrictions on
transgender youth championed
by Republican leaders and
widely condemned by medical
experts.

U.S. District Judge Jay
Moody will hear testimony
and evidence starting Monday
over the law he temporarily
blocked last year prohibiting
doctors from providing gender-

confirming hormone treat-
ment, puberty blockers or
surgery to anyone under 18
years old. It also prevents doc-
tors from referring patients
elsewhere for such care.

If the law takes effect, doc-
tors who violate the ban could
lose their licenses or face other
professional disciplinary mea-
sures and could be sued.

The families of four trans-
gender youth and two doctors
who provide gender-confirm-
ing care want Moody to strike
down the law, saying it is
unconstitutional because it dis-

criminates against transgender
youth, intrudes on parents'
rights to make medical deci-
sions for their children and
infringes on doctors' free
speech rights. The trial is

expected to last two weeks.
"As a parent, I never imag-

ined I'd have to fight for my
daughter to be able to receive
medically necessary health care
her doctor says she needs and

we know she needs," said Lacey
Jennen, whose 17-year-old
daughter has been receiving
gender-confirming care.

Arkansas was the first state
to enact such a ban on gender-
confirming care, with
Republican lawmakers in 2021
overriding GOP Gov. Asa
Hutchinson's veto of the legis-
lation. 

Hutchinson, who had
signed other restrictions on
transgender youth into law,
said the prohibition went too
far by cutting off the care for
those currently receiving it.
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China's ruling Communist
Party says it has probed almost

5 million members for possible
corruption over the last decade,
with formal criminal cases brought
against 553.

Whether that will curb an
widening economic slowdown
and restore faith in the authori-
tarian system remains unclear.

The party has 96 million
members and has long run its own
internal system of keeping cadres
in line through a mix of offering

privileges and threatening severe
punishment for taking bribes,
selling offices or otherwise abus-
ing their authority.

At a new briefing Monday on
the sidelines of the party's nation-
al congress held every five years,
deputy secretary of the party's
Committee for Discipline and
Inspection Xiao Pei said 207,000
party officials in total had been
handed some form of punishment
in the 10 years since party leader
Xi Jinping took power.

Now seeking a third term as
head of the party, government and

military, Xi has made fighting cor-
ruption a signature of his admin-
istration.

Xiao said figures show most of
those caught up by anti-graft
investigators had been long-term
offenders and just 11% of those
punished had committed their
first offense in the past five years.

“The spread of graft has been
resolutely contained," Xiao said,
adding that “directed policies and
high pressure" had persuaded
80,000 party members to volun-
tarily admit to violating over the
past five years.
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Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty closed

higher for a second straight ses-
sion on Monday following buy-
ing in index majors Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank and
recovery in global markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 491.01 points or 0.85
per cent to settle at 58,410.98
as 24 of its components
advanced. The index opened
lower and fell to a low of
57,639.80 in early trade.
However, it bounced back in
late morning deals and rallied
529.03 points or 0.91 per cent
to touch a high of 58,449
points.

The broader NSE Nifty
climbed 126.10 points or 0.73
per cent to close above the
17,300 level at 17,311.80 with
37 of its constituents ending in
the green.

"Domestic market started
weak in-line with a volatile
global market. However, due to
buying on dips strategy, the
domestic market is recovering
well supported by a good start
to Q2 earnings season by IT
and banks," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Among Sensex shares,
State Bank of India, NTPC,
Bajaj Finserv, ICICI Bank, Axis

Bank, Reliance Industries, and
IndusInd Bank were the biggest
winners.

On the other hand, Larsen
& Toubro, HCL Technologies,
Wipro, Tata Steel, Nestle, Power
Grid and Bharti Airtel were the
laggards.

Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking Ltd
said that markets shrugged off
global weakness and started the
week on a positive note.
Though most sectors partici-
pated in the move, banking and
energy majors played a crucial
role in the surge. The broader
indices too ended with modest
gains.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge climbed
0.26 per cent and the smallcap
index went higher by 0.09 per
cent.
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Kattankulathur: SRM Institute
of Hotel Management in asso-
ciation with South India Chef 's
Association and Chef 's Table
Studio, organised two day con-
ference International Chef 's
Day .

The hospitality sector got a
big boost during the valedic-
tory International Chef 's Day
conference at Kattankulathur
near Chennai. The event began
on October 13 and the vale-
dictory for the conference was

held on October 14. Ravi
Pachamoothoo, Pro Chancellor
(Administration) of  SRMIST
said the food industry has
retained its importance amidst
a scenario where every other
aspects were witnessing
changes.

Manjit Singh Gill, presi-
dent, IFCA (Indian Federation
of Culinary Associations) said
focus was shifting towards
nutrition and health in the food
industry. 
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Delhi: In yet another measure to deepen
financial inclusion, Hon’ble Prime Minister
of India, Shri. Narendra Modi dedicated
75 Digital Baking Units (DBUs) to the
nation through a virtual event held today.
As part of the Union budget speech for
2022-23, the Finance Minister had
announced the setting up of the 75 DBUs
in 75 districts of the country to com-
memorate the 75 years of independence of
our country.

The DBUs are being set up with an
objective to ensure benefits of digital bank-
ing reach every nookand corner of the
country and will cover all the States and
Union territories. Of these, Indian Bank
has established three DBUs at Delhi,
Lucknow and Karaikal (Union Territory of
Puducherry).

Ms. Meenakshi Lekhi, Hon’ble
Minister of State for External Affairs &
Minister of State for Culture,Shri. Dr. M.
P Tangirala, Additional Secretary, Ministry
of Finance, Department of Financial
Servicesand Shri. S L Jain, MD&CEO,
Indian Bank graced the occasion at DBU,

Delhi.
DBUs will be brick and mortar outlets

which will provide a variety of digital bank-
ing facilities topeople such as opening of
savings account, cash deposit, cash with-
drawal, balance-check, passbook printing,
transfer of funds, investment in fixed
deposits, loan applications, stop-payment
instructions for cheques issued, apply for
credit / debit cards, view statement of
account, pay taxes, pay bills, make nom-
inations, etc. DBUs will enable customers
to have cost effective, convenient access
and enhanced digital experience of bank-
ing products and services all-round the
year. They will spread Digital Financial
Literacy and special emphasis will be given
to customer education on cyber security
awareness and safeguards. 
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New Delhi: iD Fresh Food,
fresh food brand, on Monday
announced the launch of its
state-of-the-art manufacturing
plant in Haryana to meet the
rapidly-growing customer
demand from north Indian mar-
kets, particularly in the Delhi-
NCR region. PC Musthafa, CEO
and co-founder of iD Fresh
Food, said, “There was a time
when it was believed that only
South Indians relished soft idlies
and crispy dosas. Today, we
know that these are equally
main favorites across Indians
irrespective of the geography.”
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday expressed

concern over India's high
import bill for edible oil, fer-
tilisers and crude oil, and said
there is a need to work in a mis-
sion mode to make the coun-
try self-reliant and reduce
import dependence.

With international energy
prices soaring after the war in
Ukraine, India will spend a
record �2.5 lakh crore to sub-
sidise fertilizer for farmers.
Another USD 120 billion is
spent on importing crude oil
and the two together are the
biggest drain on exchequer.

Addressing PM Kisan
Samman Sammelan 2022 event
here, Prime Minister released
the 12th installment of the
cash support — �16,000 crore
to eligible farmers — that the
government had launched
ahead of the 2019 general elec-
tions, and launched a scheme
to brand all subsidised fertilis-
er under one brand 'Bharat' to
eliminate product differentia-
tion and confusion multiple
brands cause in the minds of
farmers.

He also inaugurated 600

Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samruddhi Kendras (PM-
KSK) which will act as a one-
stop-shop providing multiple
services to farmers. Around 3.3
lakh retail fertiliser shops will
be converted into PM-KSK.

"We have another major
challenge before us, which I
want to discuss with our farm-
ers and innovators. Why I am
stressing on self-reliance and
what role agriculutre and farm-
ers can play in this, one needs
to understand and work on a
mission mode," Modi said.

Out of total imports, max-
imum is spent on edible oils,

fertilisers and crude oil. When
there is a global problem, it has
its bearing on the domestic
market. First, the country had
to face the challenge of pan-
demic and then the war in
exporting countries from
where India buys many com-
modities, he said.

"To reduce import bill
and make the country self-
reliant, we together have to take
a pledge. ...We need to take a
pledge to become free from
import dependency on food
and agriculture related items.
We together have to move in
this direction," Modi said.
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RBI Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) mem-

ber Jayanth R Varma on
Monday said that the impact of
monetary policy tightening on
inflation will be felt after five to
six quarters.

The central bank is man-
dated to keep inflation at 4 per
cent with 2 per cent of upside
and downside margins.

In order to control rising
inflation, the RBI on September
30, has raised short-term lend-
ing rate for the third consecu-
tive time by 50 bps to take the
repo rate to 5.9 per cent.

Since May it has cumula-
tively increased the key inter-
est rate by 190 bps.

"No doubt it (inflation)
will come down. Because we
have done monetary policy
tightening.

"That tightening will have
its impact. The monetary pol-
icy takes, you know, five to six
quarters to have its impact
and cool prices," he told PTI in
a telephonic interview.

India's consumer price
index (CPI) based inflation in
September rose to five-month
high of 7.41 per cent from 7 per
cent recorded in the preceding
month, with the print remain-
ing well above the upper toler-
ance level of RBI's inflation tar-
geting framework for the ninth
consecutive month.

"We started only in April.
We will start seeing the effect
of that tightening later in the
year.

Varma, currently a pro-
fessor of Indian Institute of
Management (Ahmedabad),
noted that India's economic
growth has actually been
depressed for many years now.

"We are not fearing reces-
sion to say but growth is not
what we would like," Varma
said.

The World Bank on
October 6 projected 6.5 per
cent growth rate for the Indian
economy for 2022-23, a drop of
one percentage point from its
June 2022 projections, citing
deteriorating international
environment, while IMF pro-
jected a growth rate of 6.8 per
cent in 2022 as compared to 8.7

per cent in 2021 for India.
"So, that is the dual chal-

lenge. Economic growth is
below what we would like,
inflation is higher than what we
would like, and that poses a dif-
ficult challenge for the mone-
tary policy," the eminent econ-
omist emphasised.

He said that the Monetary
Policy Committee is prioritis-
ing inflation right now, and try-
ing to bring inflation under
control and then move from
that. IMF chief Kristalina
Georgieva has said the global
economy is moving from a
world of relative predictability
to one of greater uncertainty.

On the Indian rupee
touching a historic low, Varma
pointed out that the US dollar
is strengthening against almost
every currency.
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State-owned Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM) on

Monday posted a two-fold
jump in its net profit to �535
crore in the September 2022
quarter aided by a decline in
bad loans and a rise in net
interest income.

The lender had reported a
standalone profit of �264 crore
in the year-ago period.

Total income increased to
Rs 4,317 crore during the quar-
ter under review against �4,039
crore in the same period last
year, BoM said in a regulatory
filing.

Talking about the financial
performance, BoM managing
director A S Rajeev said the
increase in profit can be attrib-
uted to various factors, includ-
ing a jump in net interest
income.

The bank was able to
reduce gross Non-Performing
Assets (NPAs) to 3.40 per cent
of the gross loans by the end of
September 2022 from 5.56 per
cent a year ago.
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The rupee depreciated by 11
paise to close at 82.30 (pro-

visional) against the US dollar
on Monday as risk-off senti-
ment among investors and sus-
tained foreign capital outflows
weighed on the local unit.

However, a rally in the
domestic equities and a weak
greenback overseas restricted
the rupee's fall, traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened lower at 82.33
and later fell to a low of 82.42.
The unit finally settled at 82.30
against the American curren-
cy, registering a decline of 11
paise over its previous close.

In the previous session on
Friday, the local currency had
settled at 82.19 against the US
dollar.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back's strength against a basket
of six currencies, slipped 0.47
per cent to 112.78.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.28
per cent to USD 91.89 per bar-
rel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex surged 491.01 points or
0.85 per cent to end at
58,410.98, while the broader
NSE Nifty advanced 126.10
points or 0.73 per cent to
17,311.80.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net sellers
in the capital markets as they
offloaded shares worth Rs
1,011.23 crore on Friday,
according to exchange data.
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State-run power giant NTPC has inked a pact with Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries and its arm Mitsubishi Power India to

demonstrate feasibility for hydrogen co-firing blended with nat-
ural gas at NTPC's Auraiya gas power plant.

"NTPC Ltd signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd, Japan and its sub-
sidiary Mitsubishi Power India Private Ltd to demonstrate the
feasibility for hydrogen co-firing blended with natural gas in MHI
701D gas turbines installed at NTPC Auraiya Gas Power Plant
in Uttar Pradesh," a power ministry statement said.

According to the statement, the total installed capacity of
the Auraiya Gas Power Plant is 663 MW with four gas turbines
operating in combined cycle mode.

Hydrogen co-firing in gas turbines can play a key role in
reducing CO2 emissions. Under this MoU, both companies will
collaborate to carry out the study and identify key actions for intro-
ducing hydrogen co-firing at NTPC Auraiya gas-based combined
cycle power plant, it stated. The study will identify key actions
for co-firing with various percentages of hydrogen — 5 per cent,
15 per cent, 30 per cent, 50 per cent and 100 per cent — and the
hydrogen required for the project will be supplied by NTPC.

"We believe that partnering with MHI Limited which has
global expertise in this technology will help us meet our objec-
tives under the National Hydrogen Mission," said Manish Kumar
Srivastava, executive director, NTPC Ltd.

"The momentous event of the signing of the MOU signifies
the focus of NTPC and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries towards achiev-
ing the goal of decarbonisation of the power generation sector and
their commitment to addressing the pressing issue of climate
change," said Tatsuto Nagayasu, CMD, Mitsubishi Power India. 
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The Indian School of
Business (ISB) was ranked

number one in India and 44
globally in the top 100
Financial Times (FT) Executive
MBA 2022 ranking.

After ISB, Indian Institute
of Management Bangalore
(IIM-B) figured in the FT list
at 67th position globally.

Alumni from the Post
Graduate Programme in
Management for Senior
Executives (PGPMAX) class of
2019 have been surveyed for
this year's ranking and ISB has
significantly ranked higher in
various parameters of this
year's rankings than the previ-
ous year, the premier B-School

said in a statement.
Professor Ramabhadran

Thirumalai, Deputy Dean –
Academic Programmes, ISB,
said, "It is gratifying to witness
how ISB has excelled in the var-
ious ranking parameters of 
FT. 

ISB's PGPMAX is a much
sought-after programme for
senior executives, who are keen
to reach new heights in their
professional pursuits and in the
process provide new ideas and
thinking in their organisations.
ISB will continue to provide
greater value to its students and
empower them to stay ahead of
the curve."

Poornima Bushpala, an
alumna of PGPMAX class of
2019, said, "The student jour-

ney was beyond classroom and
academics, the opportunity to
participate in global competi-
tions and networking with rich
peer and alumni groups across
the world significantly added to
my success. 

The overall experience has
helped me become a more
confident and resilient per-
son. Importantly, the experi-
ence prepared me to take on
challenges,” she added.

The FT Executive MBA
ranking is a comprehensive
ranking of executive MBA
courses around the world. ISB's
PGPMAX is a 15- month glob-
al executive MBA level pro-
gramme for senior-level
employees with a minimum of
10 years of work experience. 
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Gold price
in the

national capital
fell �40 to �50,833 per 10
grams on Monday amid a fall
in the precious metal prices in
the overseas market, according
to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
yellow metal had touched
�50,873 per 10 grams.

Silver also declined by
�594 to �56,255 per kilogram
from �56,849 per kg.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was quoting lower at
USD 1,655.75 per ounce while
silver was down at USD 18.55
per ounce.
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Sate-owned SBI and private
lenders Kotak Mahindra

Bank and Federal Bank have
revised their lending rates
under marginal cost of fund
based lending rate (MCLR),
making consumer loans such as
personal, home and auto cost-
lier.

Country's largest lender
State Bank of India (SBI) has
revised the MCLR for the
benchmark one-year tenor to
7.95 per cent, up by 25 basis

points from previous rate. SBI
said the new MCLR is effective
from October 15, 2022.

The one-year tenor MCLR
is the rate against which most
consumer loans are tied to.

Besides, SBI has also raised
the two- and three-year tenor
MCLRs to 8.15 per cent and
8.25 per cent respectively, as
against 7.90 per cent and 8 per
cent.

The overnight, one-, three-
and six-month rates have been
raised in the range of 7.60-7.90
per cent.

Kotak Mahindra Bank
said the MCLR for various
tenors has been set in the
range of 7.70-8.95 per cent with
effect from October 16, 2022.
Its revised one-year MCLR
rate is 8.75 per cent.

South-based Federal Bank
said its one-year MCLR on
loans and advances has been
revised to 8.70 per cent with
effect from October 16.

Following RBI's repo rate
hike last month, a number of
banks have revised their lend-
ing rates upward. 

"�	(�����5(�-�����&����5����!���&���!�)
������%�����������)!��&�$�����#�#�����

���� ��������	�

Finnish company Nokia on
Monday said it has won a

multi-year deal from Indian
telecom operator Reliance Jio
to build one of the largest 5G
networks in the world.

Under the contract, Nokia
will supply equipment from its
AirScale portfolio, including
base stations, high-capacity 5G
Massive MIMO (multiple input
multiple output) antennas, and
Remote Radio Heads (RRH) to
support different spectrum
bands, and self-organising net-
work software.

Reliance Jio plans to
deploy a 5G standalone net-

w o r k
which will
interwork
with its 4G
network.
The net-
work will
enable Jio to deliver advanced
5G services such as massive
machine-to-machine commu-
nications, network slicing, and
ultra-low-latency. "Nokia today
announced that it has been
selected as a major supplier by
Reliance Jio to supply 5G Radio
Access Network (RAN) equip-
ment from its comprehensive
AirScale portfolio countrywide
in a multi-year deal," a release
said.
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India will have more than 65
per cent of its power gener-

ation capacity from non-fossil
fuels by 2030, Power and New
& Renewable Energy Minister
RK Singh said on Monday. 

Addressing a CII confer-
ence on green energy, he
explained that India is aiming
for 65 per cent of power gen-
eration capacity from non-fos-
sil fuels but the country will
have more than that.

India will have 90 GW of
solar equipment manufacturing
capacity by 2030, up from
20GW at present, he added. 

He also informed that
about 15-20 GW of solar equip-

ment manufacturing capacity is
under construction and India
will have 40 GW of such facil-
ities under Production-Linked
Incentive Scheme-II (PLI-II).

The minister also urged the
industry player to shift to the
manufacturing of high-effi-
ciency solar equipment.

He stated that the country
has already 170 GW of renew-
able energy (including large
hydro), while another 80 GW
is under construction. 
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The new expended
International to

International (I-to-I) transfer
area to 3,000 square metres at
Terminal 3 aimed to make
passenger’s connecting journey
pleasant and hassle-free is all
set for operations, said Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL).

“After the completion of
the Phase 3A Expansion work
which is scheduled in 2023, the
passenger handling capacity
of Delhi Airport will increase
to 100 million passengers per
annum (MPPA) while the air-
side capacity will increase to
140 MPPA,” it stated.

Prabhakara Rao, Deputy
Managing Director, Delhi
Airport the facility is now
ready for operations.

“We are committed to pro-
viding a world-class experience
to the passengers. It will also
help enhance the airport’s oper-
ational efficiency,” Rao 
said.
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World number one Iga
Swiatek captured her 11th

career WTA title and her eighth
of the year on Sunday by outlast-
ing 77th-ranked Donna Vekic in
the San Diego Open final.

Three-time Grand Slam
champion Swiatek defeated the
26-year-old Croatian 6-3, 3-6, 6-
0 for her WTA-best 64th match
victory of 2022.

"It was a really tight match
and pretty long," Swiatek said.
"We felt the intensity for sure. At
the end I wanted to be the one
who played the last ball in."

Swiatek took her prior titles
this year at the US and French
Opens as well as Qatar, Indian
Wells, Miami, Stuttgart and
Rome.

The 21-year-old Polish star
bounced back in her ninth
championship match of the year
after losing last week's final at
Ostrava to Czech Barbora
Krejcikova.

In a rain-halted semi-final
delayed to Sunday afternoon,
Vekic rallied from 4-2 down in

the third set when showers
struck to defeat 19th-ranked
American Danielle Collins, this
year's Australian Open runner-
up, by 6-4, 4-6, 7-6 (7/2).

That left her only a short rest
break before facing Swiatek for
the title, but she tested the top-
ranked star through two sets.
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Kylian Mbappe insisted on
Sunday that he has "never
asked to leave" Paris

Saint-Germain despite wide-
spread reports last week that he
would seek a move away from
the Qatar-owned club as soon as
possible.

The 23-year-old France
superstar was speaking in the
wake of PSG's 1-0 win over
Marseille, in which he set up
Neymar for the only goal as his
side moved three points clear at
the top of Ligue 1.

"I am very happy. I have
never asked to leave in January,"
he said while insisting that he
was not "implicated directly or
indirectly" in the rumours about
his future.

The story emerged on
Tuesday, hours before PSG's 1-
1 Champions League draw with
Benfica in which he scored.

"I didn't understand why the
story came out on the day of a
game. I was as shocked as every-
one," Mbappe claimed.

"People can think I was
involved but I wasn't at all."

Several sources assure that
the noise about Mbappe want-
ing to leave PSG -- despite only
signing a new three-year con-
tract in May after lengthy nego-
tiations -- came from the
entourage of the player himself.

Mbappe has openly admit-

ted that he has not enjoyed his
position in the Paris attack this
season, saying he plays with
"more freedom" when on inter-
national duty.

But he insisted that there
was no truth that he wanted to
leave Paris, saying: "It is com-
pletely false. I am very happy."

Neymar's goal against
Marseille came in first-half stop-

page time as PSG beat their bit-
ter rivals at the Parc des Princes
to maintain their unbeaten start
to the season.

The game also featured a red
card for Marseille defender
Samuel Gigot, who was dis-
missed in the second half for
scything down Neymar.

It was a welcome return to
winning ways for PSG after

three straight draws and a week
overshadowed by the doubts
about Mbappe's future.

PSG are three points clear of
surprise package Lorient, who
drew 0-0 on Saturday with
Reims.

Lens are five points behind
the leaders in third, with
Marseille another point adrift
now in fourth.
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Mbappe lined up for the

Parisians alongside Neymar and
the returning Lionel Messi in
attack and was twice denied by
fine Pau Lopez saves in the first
half.

"He created lots of chances.
He was in his favourite 
position most of the time. He
just lacked a bit of luck and came

up against a good goalkeeper,"
coach Christophe Galtier told
broadcaster Amazon Prime.

"Obviously I have under-
stood Kylian and that he wants
to be in his favourite position,"
said Galtier, who switched from
a back three to a back four
against Marseille.

"That is also why we tried to
play with a different system, but
believe me when I say every-
thing is fine in the dressing
room.

"I have players with big
characters but they are great pro-
fessionals."

Messi hit the underside of
the crossbar from a first-half
free-kick for PSG, who lost
Danilo Pereira to injury in the
first half.

Marseille, who beat Sport-
ing Lisbon in the Champions
League in midweek, were a
threat when they got forward but
could not find a response to
Neymar's goal.

"I am not frustrated," their
coach, Igor Tudor, told Amazon
Prime.

"It finished 1-0 but it 
could have been maybe 5-5 
or 4-5 or 6-4. Paris deserved this
win."

Elsewhere, Lyon's slump
continued as they went down 3-
2 to Rennes in their first game
since appointing former PSG
boss Laurent Blanc as their new
coach.
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Union Berlin's fairytale run
at the top of the

Bundesliga continued on
Sunday after a howler from
Borussia Dortmund goalkeep-
er Gregor Kobel helped them
to a stunning 2-0 win over Edin
Terzic's side.

Two first-half goals from
Janik Haberer put Union into
dreamland in front of a raucous
home crowd as they extended
their five-week run at the top
of the table and pulled four
points clear of Bayern Munich,
who moved second with a
thumping 5-0 win at home over
Freiburg.

The visitors got off to a
nightmare start after Kobel
handed Union the opener on a
silver platter.

As he stepped up to receive
a routine backpass from
Raphael Guerreiro, Kobel

slipped on the grass in his own
penalty area, allowing Haberer
to tap the ball into the empty
net.

Haberer doubled the lead
shortly afterwards, smashing
the ball into the bottom corner
after Union had danced
through the lethargic
Dortmund back line.

Terzic brought on three
attacking players at half-time to
try and force a fightback, but it
was Union who continued to
have the better chances.

Champions Bayern
Munich are back on course,
meanwhile, after they
leapfrogged Freiburg into sec-
ond with only their second win

in eight league games.
Freiburg started brightly

but Bayern quickly took control
of the game, Serge Gnabry
putting them in front with a
powerful header after just 13
minutes.

Eric-Maxim Choupo-
Moting doubled the lead on the
half-hour mark, with Leroy
Sane picking up his second
assist of the evening.

Sane got on the scoresheet
himself just after half-time
when he found the bottom cor-
ner with a thundering shot
from the edge of the area.

Any faint hope for Freiburg
was buried just two minutes
later, when Sadio Mane sent a
dainty chip over the head of
goalkeeper Mark Flekken to
make it 4-0.

Mane then produced a
dainty backheel to set up
Marcel Sabitzer for Bayern's
fifth late on.
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World Cup hosts Qatar will
stage the 2023 Asian Cup,

the Asian Football
Confederation said on Monday,
after China withdrew earlier
this year because of Covid.

China in June 2019 won the
bid to host the event but pulled
out in May because of its "zero-
Covid" policy, leaving the AFC
scrambling to find a new host for
its flagship men's 24-team foot-
ball tournament.

The tournament had been
due to be held in 10 Chinese
cities from June 16 to July 16
next year.

South Korea and Indonesia
were the other two countries in
the running after China's with-
drawal, but Qatar got the nod.

"The Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) executive

committee has today confirmed
the Qatar Football Association
(QFA) as the host association for
the AFC Asian Cup 2023," the
Malaysia-based AFC said in a
statement.

The AFC did not give dates
for the Asian Cup. It also said its
executive committee has short-
listed India and Saudi Arabia for
the 2027 Asian Cup.

AFC president Shaikh
Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa
said Qatar is ready to put on the
event despite the short lead
time to prepare. It will also host
the World Cup starting next
month.

The Asian Cup is staged
every four years. Qatar won the
tournament's last edition, in
2019, which was hosted by the
United Arab Emirates.

Qatar hosted the 1988 and
2011 editions.
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Victor Osimhen made sure that
Napoli kept hold of their Serie A

lead on Sunday with the winning goal
in a 3-2 victory over Bologna which
took their all-competitions winning
streak to 10 matches.

Nigeria striker Osimhen struck in
the 69th minute to secure the win for
unbeaten Napoli, who maintained their
two-point lead on Atalanta at the top of
the pile.

It was his first league goal since
August after helping his team to secure
qualification to the Champions League
last 16 with a midweek strike in Naples
against Ajax.

"It's always important for me to get
a goal in this stadium because the
atmosphere is really amazing," said
Osimhen to DAZN.

"I'm happy to be able to help the
team with this goal and the victory, and
I believe we will continue to push with
this momentum."

However Sunday's win was far
from the swashbuckling display expect-
ed against Bologna, who sit 17th but

come away from the Stadio Maradona
with credit after a fine performance
without star man Marko Arnautovic.

The hosts looked to be heading for
a routine win once Hirving Lozano put

them ahead three minutes after half-
time.

They had gone into the break level
thanks to Juan Jesus bundling in his first
goal of the season in final minute of the

half, just four minutes after Joshua
Zirkzee had give Bologna a shock lead.

However Alex Meret allowed Musa
Barrow to level for Bologna just two
minutes after Lozano's arrowed strike
with a howler, letting the Gambian's
long-range shot slip through his fingers.

The home crowd squirmed but
Osimhen, who replaced Giacomo
Raspadori at half-time, forced his third
league goal of the campaign under
Lukasz Skorupski from the superb
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia's pass to send the
fans home drained but happy.
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AC Milan gave their title defence a

boost with a 2-1 win at Verona which
bumped them up to third, three points
behind Napoli.

Sandro Tonali stroked in the cham-
pions' winner with nine minutes
remaining, his first goal of the season
and one which saved Stefano Pioli's
injury-ravaged team from falling further
off the pace.

"We're happy that even on our off
nights, we can still get the points," said
Tonali.
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Jurgen Klopp said Liverpool
"showed up today" after his

side beat Premier League cham-
pions Manchester City 1-0 in a
thrilling contest at Anfield on
Sunday.

Mohamed Salah's 76th-
minute strike gave Klopp's team
just their third win of the
Premier League season and
slowed City's title charge.

"Result, perfect," said Klopp,
who was shown a red card late
in the game. "Performance, real-
ly, really good, in an incredibly
intense game.

"We defended at an incred-
ibly high level for 99 minutes
almost. They had their moments
but especially in the box we did
extremely well.

"This was for us obviously
big today. We showed up today
and that is all we wanted to do."

Klopp praised "sensational"
awareness from goalkeeper
Alisson Becker to free Salah for
the goal.

"Outstanding from Mo," he
said. "He might miss one but he
will not miss two in a similar sit-
uation. "Goals decide the game
but there were so many good
football moments against what
I would say is the best football
team in the world."

Pep Guardiola said his City
team were punished for making
a mistake in a game of "fine mar-
gins".

"This is Anfield — every
time you come here lately unfor-
tunately this is Anfield," he
added. "We played a really good
game but this is a game where
there are really fine margins and
the mistakes are punished. We
made a mistake and we cannot
concede and that's why we lost
the game.

"We played to beat
Liverpool today, definitely we
played for that. After 1-0 the
crowd shouted but we shouted
more on the pitch."

City thought they had
snatched the lead early in the
second half through Phil Foden
but VAR spotted a foul by Erling
Haaland on Fabinho in the
build-up and the goal was dis-
allowed.

"The referee said played on,
played on, played on, there were
a thousand million fouls like this
and this one is because we
scored a goal," said Guardiola.

"So they disallowed because
we scored a goal, otherwise it
would not have been disal-
lowed. We lost because we make
a mistake but this is Anfield.

"The crowd tried (to throw
coins and objects) but they did-
n't touch me. Maybe next time
they will be better."
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Afew hours after scoring the
winning goal in Paris

Saint-Germain’s victory over
Marseille in the French league,
Neymar arrived in court in
Spain on Monday to face a trial
for alleged irregularities
involving his transfer to
Barcelona in 2013.

Neymar’s parents, former
Barcelona president Sandro
Rosell and representatives for
both the Spanish club and
Brazilian team Santos also
appeared in court after a com-
plaint brought by Brazilian
investment group DIS regard-
ing the amount of the player’s
transfer.

The Brazil forward arrived
at the court in Barcelona wear-

ing sunglasses and a black suit
and tie. Neymar's mother and
father, who also is his agent,
were among those arriving
alongside the player. 

The defendants, who have
denied wrongdoing, sat near
each other to hear the open-
ing arguments in the trial that
comes nearly a month before
the World Cup opens on
November 20 in Qatar, and is
expected to last until the end
of the month.

Neymar left the Barcelona
court about two hours after
arriving, without talking to
reporters.

Neymar and the rest of the
defendants had to be in court
for the first day of the trial, but
the player is only expected to
testify on Friday.
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Indian shuttlers in absence of an injured
PV Sindhu will be up for a tough grind

as the badminton season begins with the
Denmark Open Super 750 tournament here
on Tuesday.

Sindhu is on her path to recovery after
sustaining an ankle injury during her gold
medal winning campaign at the
Commonwealth Games.

In her absence, all eyes will be on the
likes of Kidambi Srikanth, Lakshya Sen, HS
Prannoy and doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty, who won a
historic bronze medal at the World
Championships in Tokyo in August.

But with no Indians being seeded in the
singles, it will be a tough draw for the Indian
shuttlers.

With a career-high world ranking of No.
8, Sen will face sixth seed Anthony Sinisuka
Ginting, against whom, the Indian holds a
2-0 head-to-head edge, having beaten him
at the German Open and Thomas Cup final
this year.

But it remains to be seen whether the
Indian is rusty coming back after a break.
A win could pit him against fellow Indian

HS Prannoy, who takes on Zhao Jun Peng
in his opening round.

For that to happen, Prannoy has to over-
come the Peng challenge for the first time.
The Chinese world No. 19 has a 2-0 head-
to-head advantage, having won against
Prannoy in the World Championships in
August and the other being at the Indonesia
Open in June.

The other Indian heavyweight Srikanth
on the other hand will be up against Angus
Ng Ka Long with the duo having a 3-3 over-

all record.
The last encounter saw the Indian beat-

ing the Hong Kong lad but it has been more
than a year at the HYLO Open and since
then the Srikanth has been struggling to be
consistent.

The road will only get tougher for
Srikanth if manages to carve out a win as
his next potential challenger could be sev-
enth seed Loh Kean Yew.

They are in the same quarter as top seed
and home favourite and world No. 1 Viktor
Axelsen, fresh from winning the World
Championships.

Axelsen will face Kunlavut Vitidsarn in
a rematch of the World Championship final.

Veteran Saina Nehwal will be the sole
Indian in fray in women's singles and will
take on China's Zhang Yi Man as the Indian
would look to avenge her defeat way back
in 2016 in their only clash so far.

If she manages to get past the opening
round hurdle, Saina could face fifth seed
Ratchanok Intanon.

On a high after winning a bronze at the
World Championship, Satwik-Chirag will be
up against South Koreans Kang Min Hyuk
and Seo Seung Jae, who had beaten the
Indian duo in April.
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Irish boxing legend Bernard
Dunne, who has produced

Olympic and world champi-
ons, was on Monday named the
High Performance Director for
Indian boxing.

The 42-year-old, who has
won the WBA World Cham-
pionship (2009) and the Euro-
pean Championship (2007), will
take over the position which was
left vacant after Santiago Nieva's
departure.

"India has huge boxing tal-
ent and its boxers have been per-
forming exceedingly well," said
Dunn. "It will be a great oppor-
tunity for me to work with
them and contribute to their
success. I'm very excited to join
the team and take the standards
of Indian boxing to a new high
altogether," he added.
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Mohammad Shami put
the concerns over his
fitness to rest with a

sensational 20th over as India
pulled off a six-run win over
Australia in their first warm-up
fixture of the T20 World Cup
here on Monday.

K L Rahul (57 off 33) and
Suryakumar Yadav (50 off 33)
smashed entertaining half-cen-
turies to power India to 186 for
seven after Australia opted to
bowl at the Gabba.

Needing 16 runs off the last
12 balls with six wickets in hand,
Australia were on course for a
comfortable win before Shami,
Harshal Patel and Virat Kohli
the fielder scripted a turn-
around for India.

Shami, who last played a
competitive game in July and
landed here after suffering a
long bout of COVID-19, turned
up to bowl the last over of the
game and made a decisive
impact on the game.

He landed yorker after
yorker and ended up with three
wickets in the over besides a run
out. Shami was drafted into the
squad as a replacement for the
injured Jasprit Bumrah.

In the penultimate over,
under-fire Harshal Patel deliv-
ered after being hammered
early on, as he conceded only
five runs in an over that also
included a brilliant run out off
a Kohli direct hit.

The star India batter had
also plucked a stunning one-
handed catch out of thin air at
the boundary line to dismiss Pat
Cummins.

However, concerns over
India's bowling remains ahead
of their tournament opener

against Pakistan on October 23.
"There is room for improve-

ment, but I want more consis-
tency from the bowlers. You
need to keep things simple and
hit the deck hard. Overall a
good game for us, they had a
decent partnership and that

put us under pressure," said
skipper Rohit Sharma.

On Shami's match-winning
effort, he said: "He is coming
back after a long time, so we
wanted to give him an over.
Wanted to give him a challenge
and let him bowl the final over,

and you saw what he did."
Earlier, the Indian batters

enjoyed the pace and bounce of
the wicket, especially Rahul
who scored the bulk of the runs
in the powerplay, taking his
team to 69 for no loss.

Rohit (15 off 14) was a mere

spectator at the other end as
Rahul came up with one classy
hit after another.

During a 78-run stand
between the openers, Rohit
hardly got to bat and could open
his account only in the fifth over.

Rahul, whose strike rate

has been questioned in the
past, looked like he was back to
his best after coming back from
an injury lay off.

His innings comprised
delightful cover drivers off the
pacers while his standout shots
were the two sixes off Cummins,
one was a crisp pull while the
other was a whip off a good
length ball, which sailed over
deep midwicket.

Barring Hardik Pandya (2),
who was outdone by a slower
ball from Kane Richardson, all
the Indian batters got to spend
some valuable time in the mid-
dle.

The bigger boundaries in
Australia are already making an
impact with Kohli (19 off 13),
Dinesh Karthik (20 off 14),
Rohit and Rahul getting caught
in the deep.

Karthik walked across the
stumps to dispatch Kane
Richardson over deep mid-
wicket but was caught by Glenn
Maxwell just inside the bound-
ary ropes. It would have been a
six at a ground in India.

Kohli was bounced out by
Mitchell Starc to be caught at
fine leg while Rohit's slog sweep
landed in the safe hands of
Maxwell.

After a high-quality knock,
Rahul could not give a long hop
from Maxwell due punishment
and was caught at deep mid-
wicket.

With the start India got,
they should have reached 200
but could not do so.

There was also another fine
knock from Suryakumar, who
had also scored a fifty against
Western Australia in Perth. He
and Rahul also got the taste of
the extra bounce as they both
were hit on the helmet.
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Jasprit Bumrah's absence is a
"big loss" for India, but

Mohammed Shami can more
than fill the void with his speed
and skill sets, in the ICC T20
World Cup, feels Sachin
Tendulkar.

Bumrah, who is out for an
indefinite period of time due to
a stress fracture on his back, was
replaced in the main squad by
Shami, who hasn't played a sin-
gle T20I match since the last edi-
tion of World Cup in the UAE.

However, the crafty 32-
year-old from Amroha dispelled
all doubts about his fitness with
a splendid three-wicket burst in
the 20th over, ensuring India's
six-run win over Australia in a
warm-up game in Birsbane on
Monday.

"Bumrah not being there is
a big loss and we obviously need-
ed a strike bowler. An out and
out genuine fast bowler, who
could attack batters and get
wickets. Shami has proven that
and he seems a good replace-

ment," Tendulkar said.
The maestro seemed very

impressed with young left-arm
seamer Arshdeep Singh, who
has shown a lot of heart in his
short international career so
far. "Arshdeep has shown a lot
of promise and he looks a bal-
anced guy. And whatever I have
seen of him, he looks a commit-
ted fellow because you can see
a player, you can make out
looking at his mindset," the leg-
endary batter said.

For Tendulkar, committing
to a specific plan is as important
as devising one.

"What I really like is that if
Arshdeep has a plan, he com-
mits to it and that is really, real-
ly important in this format as
batters are going out and play-
ing those extra shots and some
innovative ones. So if you have
a plan, commit to it."

Tendulkar didn't want to
comment on team combina-
tions, he does believe that a left-
hander in the batting line-up
gives the kind of variety every
team craves.
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Scotland dished out a perfect
all-round display to stun

two-time champions West
Indies by 42 runs in a rain-
interrupted Group B fixture of
the T20 World Cup here on
Monday.

Invited to bat, Scotland put
on a challenging 160 for five on
the back of opener George
Munsey's sparkling unbeaten
66 off 53 balls, which was stud-
ded with nine fours.

The Scots then defended
the total in style as West Indies,
the most successful side in the
T20 World Cup, looked a shad-
ow of their past and folded for
118 in 18.3 overs.

West Indies now must win
their next match against
Zimbabwe on Wednesday to
remain in contention for the
Super 12 stage.

The Richie Berrington-led
side, on the other hand, need
a win against European rivals
Ireland to qualify for the Super
12 stage.

"We haven't had as many
T20 games as we would have
liked but have played a lot of
50-overs cricket. It was about
transferring those skills to the
short form," Berrington said.

Hailing their spinners
effort, he added: "They have
done it for us in key moments.
Watt started off well and
always picks up the key wick-
ets. Leask bowled his fours
over well on the trot, too."

Disappointed at the loss,
Windies skipper Nicholas
Pooran said: "We have to work
hard and win two games. We

have to take accountability
and responsibility."
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In the second Group B

match at the Bellerive Oval,
Sikandar Raza smashed a 48-
ball 82 as Zimbabwe defeated
Ireland by 31 runs on their
return to the T20 World Cup
after 2016.

Raza hogged the limelight
with his explosive half centu-
ry as he lifted his side from 37

for 3 to an imposing 174/7.
Ireland were never in the

hunt in their chase and ended
at 143 for 9 with the off-spin
all-rounder Raza also grabbing
one wicket. He finished with
figures of 3-0-22-1.

For Raza, this was his
third successive T20I fifty,
and fifth overall, this year. He
has scored 598 runs from 16
innings this year at an average
of 42.71.

"The goal we brought was

to get into the Super 12 and
take some of the big teams and
see where we go. So to have
this victory today is certainly
humbling, exciting and happy
as well," Raza said.

"But for me, once the team
chat is done, I wouldn't be cel-
ebrating this victory. It's done,
it's in the past. We have a very
tough game against the
Caribbean boys in 48 hours'
time and that's what I'm look-
ing forward to now," he added.
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Camaraderie between the likes of
Mohammed Shami and Shaheen Shah

Afridi on Monday added another dimen-
sion to the hype, the feeling of one-upman-
ship among fans that precedes an India-
Pakistan World Cup clash.

Veteran India seamer Shami was on
Monday seen sharing the tricks of the trade
with Pakistani pace sensation Afridi,
while the legendary Sunil Gavaskar shared
batting tips with Pakistan captain Babar
Azam.

In a video posted on Twitter by the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB), Shaheen
was seen praising Shami's ability to bowl
with an upright seam.

"Jab se maine bowling start kari hai
tabse mai aap ko follow kar raha hu, aap
ki na wrist position aur seam ka jawab nahi
hai," said Shaheen.

In response, Shami said, "Agar release
point acha ho jayega na seam bhi theek ho
jayega."

Both Shami and Afridi were training
together in the nets.

In another video, Gavaskar was seen
helping out Pakistan's prolific run-scorer
and skipper Babar with tips.

Babar met the India batting legend
during a private party, where Gavaskar gift-
ed the Pakistani a cap signed by him, a day
after his 28th birthday.

The Pakistan captain greeted the for-
mer India skipper, while the latter wished
him 'Happy Birthday'.

Gavaskar was heard telling Babar, "Shot

selection acchi ho toh koi problem nahi (If
the shot selection is good then there is no
problem). Situation ke hisaab se shot selec-
tion karein, koi problem nahi (shot selec-
tion should according to the situation)."
Saqlain Mushtaq and Mohammed Yousuf,
who are part of the Pakistan coaching staff,
were also present alongside Gavaskar.
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The issue of ICC chairmanship
will be up for discussion when

the BCCI holds its Annual General
Meeting (AGM), where former
India cricketer Roger Binny will
replace Sourav Ganguly as the new
Board President here on Tuesday.

The election of the next set of
office-bearers will be a mere formal-
ity as all are set to be elected unop-
posed. However, the member will
deliberate if BCCI should field a
candidate for the ICC chair or sup-
port incumbent Greg Barclay for a
second term.

The last date for filing the
nominations for the ICC top job is
October 20. The ICC Board will
meet from November 11-13 in
Melbourne.

The much-debated exit of
Ganguly from the BCCI has already
garnered attention not just in sport-
ing but in political arena too and it
will be interesting to see if the for-
mer skipper is considered for the
top job.

The other names doing the
rounds include Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur and former BCCI
president N Srinivasan.

Srinivasan is eligible to contest
but it remains to be seen if BCCI
wants him to throw his hat in the
ring, considering his age. He is 78.

Thakur is expected to be busy
during the ICC Board meet as
Himachal Pradesh is going to polls

in a single phase on November 12.
Binny will replace Ganguly as

the BCCI chief with the latter set to
return to his home state association
CAB as the president for a second
term.

The other BCCI office bearers,
who will be elected unanimously
include secretary Jay Shah, Ashish
Shelar (treasurer), Rajeev Shukla
(vice-president) and Devajit Saikia
(join secretary). Outgoing treasur-
er Arun Dhumal will be the new
IPL chairman.

"It is almost certain that Jay will
be India's representative at ICC
Board meeting. But members need
to decide if we want someone to
become the ICC chairman or let
Greg Barclay of New Zealand com-
plete his second and final term," a
senior BCCI official said.
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Teenaged Indian Grandmaster D
Gukesh stunned Magnus

Carlsen in the ninth round of the
preliminary phase of Aimchess
Rapid online chess tournament,
becoming the youngest to beat the
world champion.

The 16-year-old from Chennai
beat the world No.1 with white
pieces early on Monday to move up
to third position behind Poland's
Jan-Krzystof Duda (25 points) and
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
(Azerbaijan, 23 points) with 21
points after the 12th round.

Gukesh's 29-move dismantling
of the world champion comes a day
after his 19-year-old compatriot
Arjun Erigaisi had posted a maiden
win over the world champion.

"Gukesh just became the
youngest player to ever beat Magnus
after he became WC! Hats off to the
16-Year-Old Indian superstar,"
Meltwater Champions Chess Tour,
of which the Aimchess Rapid event

is a part of, said on its Twitter feed.
Gukesh is 16 years 4 months 20

days and the previous record before
his win was R Praggnanandhaa's 39-
move victory over Carlsen in the

Airthings Masters in February. Pragg
was 16 years 6 months and 10 days
old when he defeated the world No.1.

The Indian was quoted as say-
ing after the momentous win:

"Beating Magnus is always special,
but I was not very proud of that
game."

"As a professional, I am happy
with the way I played the game. The

win surely plays a vital role in
boosting my confidence and I look
forward to further games," Gukesh
said.

Terming it an important win, the
Chennai player said playing Carlsen
was always an interesting challenge,
and that he looked forward to play-
ing against him in the near future.

"It is definitely an important win.
Playing with Carlsen is always an
interesting challenge and I look for-
ward to playing with him again in
the near future," he added.

Asked if there was any special
preparation for the match against
Carlsen, the Indian GM said, "I had
a discussion with my coach, Vishnu
Prasanna about the playing styles of
all the players in the event. We made
a brief plan about what to play
against each participant as per their
playing style."

Subsequently, Gukesh suffered a
setback in round 10 when he lost to
Duda but bounced back superbly to
beat Mamedyarova and Eric Hansen
in the next two rounds.

�������� The legendary
Viswanathan Anand feels young
Indian chess players are on the
right track given their penchant to
hog the limelight on and off, here
and there.

Teenage Grandmasters R
Praggnanandhaa, D Gukesh and
Arjun Erigaisi among others have
been enjoying a superb run in 2022
with wins over world champion
Magnus Carlsen being the feath-
er on their caps.

Commenting on Gukesh's
stunning 29-move win over the
Norwegian superstar Carlsen in

the preliminary section of the
ongoing Aimchess Rapid online
tournament, the five-time world
champion said it showed that
players like him and Erigaisi are
very strong and could compete
against anybody on the other side
of the board.

"I think it just shows that
Arjun and Gukesh are very, very
strong players who can compete
well against whoever is sitting on
the other side of the board. It is also
nice that they play regularly against
the best players because this is how
you keep up," Anand said. PTI
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Cricket is a religion in
India and every

Indian becomes passion-
ate and emotional every
time Team India plays.
Mumbai-based NGO
Cheering Squad India
Foundation, a social arm
under spiritual start-up My Omnamo, has launched a spir-
itual campaign this cricket season with a 'Maha Yagnya'
to bring in collective prayers for Team India. 

The first “Vijayi Bhava Maha Yadnya” was performed
on Monday in Trimbakeshwar near Nashik.

India start T20 WC preps with win
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