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Veteran Mallikarjun Kharge
scored a one-sided victory

over Shashi Tharoor on
Wednesday to emerge as the
first non-Gandhi Congress
president in 24 years. A staunch
Gandhi family loyalist from
Karnataka, the 80-year-old
leader trounced Tharoor by
bagging nearly 84 per cent of
votes in the party presidential
election.

Kharge got 7,897 votes and
Tharoor 1,072 votes, while 416
votes were declared invalid,
Congress’ central election
authority chairman
Madhusudan Mistry said at a
press conference at the AICC
headquarters here.

Congressmen across the
country may celebrate Kharge’s
victory, but Kharge himself
would not  have that luxury as
he has to race against time to
reverse the electoral fortunes of
the  137-year-old party. Kharge
will now have to intensify the
party’s moribund campaign in
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh. 

In both States, the
Congress campaign has not
picked up in the absence of
senior leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi.  

Kharge, hailed by the
Congress cadre as “Solillada
Saradara”, a leader who has
faced no defeat, rose from
humble beginnings as a union
leader to become the president
of the Congress. 

In his political career span-
ning over five decades, he deft-
ly steered the Ministries he held
and remained a steadfast
Gandhi family loyalist notwith-
standing the ebb and flow of

politics and power.
Be it the Cauvery river

water dispute or the kidnap-
ping of iconic Kannada top star,
late Rajkumar, he has handled
such crisis situations as Home
Minister of Karnataka, over
two decades ago. Kharge’s pub-
lic life began as a union leader
in his home district of
Gulbarga, now Kalaburagi, and
he joined the Congress party in
1969 and became the president

of the Gulbarga City Congress
Committee.

In the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls, he bucked the Narendra
Modi wave that swept
Karnataka, particularly the
Hyderabad-Karnataka region,
and won from Gulbarga with a
margin of over 74,000 votes.
For the nine-time MLA,
Gurmitkal Assembly con-
stituency was his home turf
before he set his sights in 2009

on national politics. 
While Sonia and Priyanka

drove to the residence of
Kharge to wish him,  Rahul
said the president was the
“supreme authority” and he
alone would decide on the
way forward for the party.
Addressing a press conference
during his padyatra halt, Rahul
said Kharge will now decided
where to deploy him.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena has

granted permission to the
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Delhi Police to
probe the role of 82 officials of
prison department in the
organised crime syndicate run
by conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar from the
Rohini jail.

According to Raj Niwas
sources, the EOW had sought
the permission of the compe-
tent authority for investigating
these officials under Section
17(A) of POC Act, in a case
which is already being investi-
gated under various Sections of
IPC dealing with extortion,
cheating, forgery and criminal
conspiracy as well as under spe-
cial statues, including the
MCOCA and the IT Act.

Pointing out that the prison
department was under the now
jailed AAP leader and Minister
Satyendar Jain, the Lieutenant
Governor has noted that under
Jain several serious controver-
sies marred the prison. These
include confiscation of mobile
phones from prisoners follow-
ing which jamming devices
were installed in and around
various jails recently, the LG
Office sources said.

“Similarly, issues of over-
crowding, violent clashes
among inmates and prisoners
jumping parole have put the

department under a cloud.
The case pertains to the extor-
tion of �200 crore by
Chandrashekhar in collusion
with jail officials,” a source
said. Chandrashekhar was
lodged in jail number 10 of
Rohini Jail at the time of the
incident.

The EOW had informed
that during investigation in
the case, seven officers were
arrested for facilitating the
extortion syndicate run by the
accused. It also found the
involvement of 82 officials who
had colluded in running the
syndicate from the prison.

Chandrashekhar, who is
currently in Mandoli jail, is
accused of cheating many peo-
ple, including high-profile indi-
viduals such as former Fortis
Healthcare promoter Shivinder
Mohan Singh’s wife Aditi Singh
of �200 crore.

“He was living in the jail
like a king. It seems all officials

of Rohini jail were involved
because of the facilities given to
him. An entire barrack vacant
of all other inmates was given
to him,” the police said in the
document. 

The police also said that he
was using certain high-end
mobile applications to spoof
the landline numbers of top
Government officials for
extorting huge amounts of
money from several people
from inside the jail.

The Supreme Court on
October 18 refused to entertain
a fresh plea by alleged “con-
man” Sukesh Chandrashekhar
seeking transfer from Mandoli
jail in the city to any other jail
which is not under control of
the Director General of
Prisons, Delhi.

A Bench of Justices Ajay
Rastogi and CT Ravikumar
declined to interfere in the
matter.

Continued on Page 2
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India is on the path of becom-
ing a major defence equip-

ment manufacturer and has
made a place for itself despite
the monopoly of a few compa-
nies globally, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Wednesday.

He also said the decision of
the Indian armed forces to opt
for procuring a majority of the
equipment made in the coun-
try shows the capacity of the
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” (self-
reliant India).  

“The country has come a
long way as earlier we used to
release pigeons and now we
release cheetahs,” Modi said.

Making these observations
after inaugurating the
International Defence
Exhibition “DefExpo-2022” in
Gandhinagar, the Prime
Minister said it also indicated
the rising confidence on the
defence equipment made with-
in the country.

Underlining the growing

capabilities of the local indus-
try, Modi said defence exports
from India reached �13,000
crore in 2021-22 and “we have
set a target to reach �40,000
crore in the coming times.”  

He said the exports of
Indian defence products have
increased eight times in the last

few years. 
Modi said the defence

forces will release a list of 101
more items that can only be
procured in India. With this,
411 defence-related goods can
only be procured locally, he
said.

Continued on Page 2
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A38-year-old Delhi woman
is battling for her life at a

hospital here after five men
allegedly gangraped her for
two days and inserted a rod
into her private parts. The
men abducted her while was
returning from Ghaziabad.

The woman was rushed to
the hospital after she was found
by a roadside, according to
Ghaziabad police, four of the
accused have been arrested.

The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) has issued a
notice to the Ghaziabad police. 

“The Commission was
informed that the survivor
lives in Nand Nagri in Delhi
and had gone to Ghaziabad to
participate in her brother’s
birthday celebration on
October 16. When she was
returning at night, four persons
kidnapped her in a Scorpio car
while waiting for an auto. They
took her to an unknown loca-

tion, where one more person
was present,” the NCW notice
stated.

DCW chief Swati Maliwal
said the attack reminded her of
the Nirbhaya case. The woman,
a resident of Nand Nagri in
Delhi, was found in Ghaziabad
“wrapped in a jute bag, with her
hands and legs tied and an iron
rod inserted in her private
part,” the DCW had claimed.

According to Nipun
Agarwal, Superintendent of
Police, (City-I) Ghaziabad,
Nandgram police station
received a call on the 112
emergency helpline number at
around 3.30 am on October 18,
saying a woman was found
lying on Ashram road.

He said the police took her
to a nearby hospital, but she
insisted that she be admitted to
a hospital in Delhi. She was
then taken to GTB Hospital.

In her statement to the
police, the woman said she had
been to Gurugram to cele-
brate her brother’s birthday, a
day before the incident.

Continued on Page 2
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One of the convicts in Bilkis
Bano case was charge-

sheeted for outraging the mod-
esty of a women in 2020 while
out on parole, the Gujarat
Government has told the
Supreme Court in an affidavit. 

Mitesh Chamanlal Bhatt
was charge-sheeted under sec-
tions 354 (outraging the mod-
esty of woman), 504 (insult
intended to provoke breach of
the peace) and 506 (criminal
intimidation) of the IPC, entail-
ing a maximum sentence of 7
years, or fine, or both. 

As the per May 25, 2022
letter of the collector-cum-dis-
trict magistrate of Dahod, the

alleged incident happended on
June 19, 2020 at 9.15 am. 

The collector further said,
“On the records of all the
police stations of Dahod dis-
trict being summoned, nei-
ther any representation nor
any memorandum nor any
FIR has been found filed
against the said prisoner name-
ly Mitesh Chimanlal Bhatt,
resident of Singwad…during
his parole furlough leave that
may lead to communal conflict
between Hindu-Muslim.” 

He gave no objection to the
premature release of Bhatt after
taking into account the opin-
ion of Police Sub-Inspector,
Randhikpur, and DSP of
Limkheda. 
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Nearly two per cent of all
fishing gear, comprising

2,963 km of gillnets, 75,049 km
of purse seine nets, 218 km of
trawl nets, 7,39,583 km of
longline mainlines, and more
than 25 million pots and traps
are lost in the ocean at the cost
of wildlife, marine, coastal
habitats and food security.

Business as usual means
that the amount of longline
fishing gear littering the ocean
each year can circle the Earth

more than 18 times within 65
years, warns the shocking find-
ing based on the interview of
450 fishers from seven of the
world’s biggest fishing countries
like Peru, Morocco and the US. 

India, which has a 7,516.6
km long coastline covering
nearly 6,100 km of land, has
not been included in the data,
which has come directly from
fishers themselves. The find-
ings will help highlight where
to focus efforts to stem the tide
of fishing pollution as well as
save endangered marine
species like turtles from getting
entangled in the nets and aban-
doned fishing gears.

It can also help inform
fisheries management and pol-
icy interventions from local to
global scales. The study is pub-
lished in the journal
SciencesAdvances .

Continued on Page 2
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The rupee plunged by 60
paise to record low levels of

83 for the first time against the
US dollar on Wednesday amid
unabated foreign capital out-
flows and a strong dollar in the
overseas markets.

Besides, rising crude prices
in the international markets
and risk-averse sentiment
among investors weighed on
the local currency, traders said.

The rupee had moved in a
narrow range in the past three
sessions on dollar selling by
PSU lenders possibly on behalf
of the RBI for curbing volatil-
ity and the US dollar index
hovering near 112 level.

Continued on Page 2
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The Indian embassy in
Ukraine has advised

Indians against travelling to
Ukraine and those in the coun-
try have been asked to leave
immediately as Russia intensi-
fies its offensive on its war-rav-
aged neighbour.

“In view of the deteriorat-
ing security situation and
recent escalation of hostilities
across Ukraine, Indian nation-
als are advised against travelling
to Ukraine,” the Indian
Embassy in Kyiv said in an
advisory.

“The Indian citizens,
including students, currently in
Ukraine are advised to leave
Ukraine at the earliest by avail-
able means,” the advisory
added.
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China has once again come
to Pakistan’s rescue by

blocking a move in the United
Nations to list Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba (LeT) leader Shahid
Mahmood as a global terrorist.
This is the fourth time in as
many months that Beijing has
thwarted moves to blacklist
Pakistan-based terrorists.

India and the US late on
Tuesday initiated the latest
proposal to list Mahmood, 42,
as a global terrorist under the
1267 Al-Qaeda Sanctions
Committee of the UN Security
Council.  The US Department
of Treasury had designated
Mahmood and another LeT
leader Muhammad Sarwar in
December 2016 as part of the
action “to disrupt Lashkar-e
Tayyeba’s (LeT) fundraising
and support networks.”

Incidentally, the latest
China block or putting on
hold the proposal came at a

time when UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres is in
India and paid homage to the
victims of the 26/11 attack in
Mumbai. The LeT had carried
out the attack in which over
160 people were killed.

According to information
on the US Department of the
Treasury’s website, Mahmood
“has been a longstanding senior
LeT member based in Karachi,
and has been affiliated with the
group since at least 2007. As
early as June 2015 through at
least June 2016, Mahmood
served as the vice chairman of
Falah-i-Insaniat Foundation
(FIF), a humanitarian and
fundraising arm of LeT.”

In 2014, Mahmood was the
leader of FIF in Karachi. In
August 2013, Mahmood was
identified as a LeT publications
wing member, the website said.

Mahmood was previously
part of LeT’s overseas opera-
tions team led by Sajjid
Mir...the US Department of
Treasury said.

Continued on Page 2
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Rape convict Dera Sacha
Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram

Rahim Singh on Wednesday
organised a virtual “Satsang”
which was attended by many
political leaders, including the
Karnal Mayor and many BJP
leaders, sparking a fresh con-
troversy. 

Ram Rahim, who is serv-
ing a jail term after being con-
victed in rape and murder
cases was released from Sunaria
jail on a 40-day parole.

The Dera chief ’s family
had submitted an application to
the jail authorities seeking
month-long parole for him.

The Opposition demanded
a justification from the BJP
over its leader’s participation in
the Satsang. Meanwhile, Karnal
mayor Renu Bala Gupta,
deputy mayor Naveen Kumar
and senior deputy mayor
Rajesh Aggi are continuously
trying to defend their partici-
pation in the event.

Continued on Page 2
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Aglobe spanning, 15-year
investigation has led to

the repatriation of 307 antiq-
uities by the US that were
stolen and trafficked from
India and valued at nearly four
million dollars, the majority
seized from disgraced art deal-
er Subhash Kapoor.

Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg
announced on Monday the
return of 307 antiquities valued
at nearly USD 4 million to the
people of India.

Of these, 235 antiquities
were seized following the inves-
tigation by the office of the
Manhattan District Attorney
into Kapoor, “a prolific looter
who helped traffic items from
Afghanistan, Cambodia, India,

Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
and other countries.

All the antiquities were
returned during a repatriation
ceremony at the Indian
Consulate in New York attend-
ed by India’s Consul General
Randir Jaiswal, and US
Homeland Security
Investigations Acting Deputy
Special Agent-in-Charge
Christopher Lau, a statement
issued by the Manhattan
District Attorney’s office said.

“These antiquities were
stolen by multiple complex
and sophisticated trafficking
rings - the leaders of which
showed no regard for the cul-
tural or historical significance
of these objects,” Bragg said,
adding “we are proud to return
hundreds of stunning pieces
back to the people of India.”

Among the pieces being
returned is the Arch Parikara,
crafted from marble and dating
to the 12-13th century. Valued
at approximately USD 85,000,
the Arch Parikara was among

the antiquities seized from
Kapoor.

It first surfaced in pho-
tographs depicting antiquity in
a dirty, pre-restoration condi-
tion. These photographs-along
with dozens of others depicting
antiquities lying in the grass or
on the ground-were sent to
Kapoor by a supplier of illicit
goods in India, the statement
said, adding that the piece was
smuggled out of India and
into New York in May 2002.

Kapoor laundered the Arch
Parikara to the Nathan Rubin

- Ida Ladd Family Foundation,
who donated the piece to the
Yale University Art Gallery in
2007.

Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI) New York
Acting Special Agent in Charge
Michael Alfonso said that the
repatriation “is the result of a
globe spanning, fifteen-year
investigation where the inves-
tigative team chased leads, fol-
lowed the money and ulti-
mately seized these pieces,
ensuring their return to the
people of India.”
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Days after Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar

Saxena issued a notice to
Dialogue and Development
Commission of Delhi (DDCD)
vice-chairperson Jasmine Shah,
citing “misuse of public office”
and asking him to explain his
position in the matter,  Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Thursday termed the notice
as wrong and said commission
has done exemplary work in
the last seven years.

During a media briefing on
the achievements of the
Dialogue and Development
Commission of Delhi (DDCD)
in the last seven years,  Kejriwal
backed him up all the way say-
ing that the DDC has done
exemplary work in the last
seven years and termed the
showcause notice to its vice-
chairperson Jasmine Shah
wrong.

“DDC has put in unprece-
dented hard-work to come up
with brilliant projects for the

development of Delhi. It
deserves a lot of credit for the
success of Delhi Government’s
schemes; DDC’s experts work
on the ground to make the
common man’s life easier,” he
said.

“DDC bridging the gap
between innovation and prac-
tice; works in three stages-
Project Design, Monitoring
and Correction of Deficiencies.
The commission has taken up
more than 70 landmark pro-
jects in the last seven years like
EV Policy, Doorstep Delivery,
Installation of CCTVs,
Streetlights, Health
Information Management
System, Rozgaar Bazaar, E-
Coupon for Ration and
COVID Ambulance
Management,” Kejriwal said.

��������������
 !"��#$��%���$
&����#����$#'


�������������
������

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has

sought a report from the GD
Goenka University on the
recent clashes that erupted
between two groups involving
Indian and Nigerian students.
The UGC also directed the
university to take measures to
ensure such incidents do not
occur in future. This comes
after tensions flared between
Indian and Nigerian students at
the GD Goenka University in
Gurgaon and the police regis-
tered cross FIRs against the two
groups for allegedly thrashing
each other.

The letter dated October
18, 2022, stated that the
University Grants Commission
noticed through media that
there were clashes between
Nigerian and local students
on the campus of the universi-
ty, which is causing tension

among the students.
“You are requested to

urgently take appropriate
action on the issue and send a
detailed report to the
Commission. Please take suit-
able measures to ensure that
such incidents are avoided in
the future,” the letter stated.

On October 14 and 15,
clashes had broken out between
Indian and Nigerian students
after an alleged argument over
substitution of players of a
team during a practice football
match at the Goenka
University. Six students had
suffered injuries and the uni-
versity administration had sus-
pended 22 students for their
involvement in the brawl.

Following the incident, some
Nigerian students had tem-
porarily left the campus.  The
Assistant Commissioner of
Police (South) Upasana Singh
said that both sides have lodged
complaints against each other.

A Nigerian student, Rabiu
Mahmood alleged in his police
complaint that “On Saturday
after the university bazaar the
local Indian people came to GD
Goenka university hostel with
weapons and started attacking
us. We were brutally thrashed
yesterday evening. We have
fled to Delhi and asked
embassy officials to intervene
and a case was registered.”

Fearing for their life,
Nigerian students have sought
the embassy’s intervention.
Taking note of the matter, a
team from the Nigerian
Embassy went to the universi-
ty and interacted with the
Indian students who had
allegedly clashed with the
Nigerian students. 
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However, the dollar index

breached the 112.55 level on
Wednesday while US Treasury
yields surged to a 14-year high,
triggering a panic selling in the
rupee, according to traders.

Major global currencies
also took a hit with the green-
back hitting a 32-year high
against the Japanese yen and
approaching the historic level
of 150. The Euro declined 0.8
per cent while the British
pound fell by 0.6 per cent
against the US dollar on
Wednesday.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local

currency opened strong at
82.32 but later pared gains to
hit an all-time trading low of
83.01 against the American
currency.

The rupee finally settled at
a record low of 83.00, showing
net loss of 60 paise — its
sharpest single day loss since
September 22. In the previous
session on Tuesday, the rupee
slipped 10 paise to end at 82.40
against the dollar.

The rupee slid by nearly 2
per cent or 160 paise this
month to hit the record low of
83 level due to a surging dol-
lar. The local unit had breached
the 82 mark on October 6.

From Page 1
He has been a two-time

MP from Gulbarga parliamen-
tary segment. However, in the
2019 Lok Sabha polls, the vet-
eran leader was defeated by
BJP’s Umesh Jadhav in
Gulbarga by a margin of 95,452
votes. He has served as Union
Cabinet Minister for Labour
and Employment, Railways,
Social Justice and
Empowerment in the
Manmohan Singh-led UPA
Government.

While his election was
marked with great pomp and
show throughout the day,
Kharge also received congrat-
ulatory messages from Modi
who wished him a “fruitful
tenure”.

Besides the common
nomenclature of reviving the
party and winning couple of
Assembly elections in near
future, elements of major task
cut out for Kharge is to keep the
party’s flock together, settle
internal squabbles like the one
prevailing in Rajasthan, prevent

another grouping like G-23
since the generational gap is to
stay now, and above all taking
independent decisions without
annoying the Gandhis which
now comprise of Sonia, Rahul
and Priyanka Gandhi.

Around 177 MPs/MLAs
have quit the party during
elections, while 222 electoral
candidates left the Congress for
other parties in the last eight
years over multiple issues
including the ones like Ghulam
Nabi Azad, Kapil Sibal,
Jyotiraditya Scindia who open-
ly challenged the party’s first
family. Hence, in the longer
run, Kharge will have to find a
way to stem these defections
and ensure harmony between
the old guard and the new. At
least 460 leaders left Congress
between 2014 and 2022.

Another challenge, as a
very senior party leader con-
fided, at the backdrop of loyalty
pledge to the “high command”
on the day of elections of the
post, Kharge may be threatened
as leaders not liking his ideas

will rush to the Gandhis for
resolution. Any principal
change will surely need Rahul’s
stamp in case Sonia finally
decides to keep away due to
poor health. The leader also
mentioned immediate concern
with Kharge will be solving the
Rajasthan crisis where also
elections are due and treading
over a seasoned Ashok Gehlot
and his bête noire established
leader Sachin Pilot. Gehlot and
Pilot met Kharge separately to
congratulate him after the
results.

“The party will neither
want to lose the Assembly
elections of Rajasthan and also
will no more afford to loose
another young leader in Pilot.
His challenge will be to defuse
the situation in the state before
it turns into yet another crisis,”
the leader remarked.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence after his victory, Kharge
said, “no one is big or small, all
have to work together as
‘karyakartas’ to strengthen
Congress...We have to fight

together against fascist forces
who are attacking democracy
and Constitution.”

All Congress workers feel
that the country cannot be
sacrificed for a “tanashah” and
“we have to together fight
“these ‘vinaashkari’ (destruc-
tive) forces”, he said. Kharge
said Rahul had called him an
hour ago and congratulated
him and said that together
“we all have to work towards
strengthening the Congress
organisation”.

The Dalit leader from
Karnataka also appealed to all
Congress workers and people
of the country to join Rahul
Gandhi in his Bharat Jodo
Yatra which is a ‘jan andolan’
from Kanyakumari to Kashmir
against price rise, unemploy-
ment and against those who are
creating hatred and division in
society.

Kharge also lauded Sonia’s
leadership, saying “her tenure
will be remembered for a long
time”. “I thank Sonia who made
personal sacrifice as she steered

the party for 23 years,” he said.
In his congratulatory message,
Rahul said Kharge represents a
“democratic vision” of India.
“The Congress president rep-
resents a democratic vision of
India. His vast experience and
ideological commitment will
serve the party well as he takes
on this historic responsibility,”
Rahul said on Twitter.

Conceding his defeat,
Tharoor congratulated Kharge
and said the “democratic con-
test” has galvanised vibrancy at
all levels and has prompted a
healthy and constructive dis-
cussion on change, which will
serve the party in good stead in
the future. Tharoor also
claimed that the Congress’
revival has begun.

Leaders from other politi-
cal parties like NCP chief
Sharad Pawar, Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren, left party lead-
ers also congratulated Kharge
and all hoped to work togeth-
er for building the nation.  

From Page 1
“This will give a major

boost to the Indian defence
industry,” he said, adding that
these decisions also show the
potential of a self-reliant India.

“The world is relying
India’s technology because our
armed forces have proved their
capabilities. We are exporting
defence materials and equip-
ment to more than 75 coun-
tries,” the Prime Minister said.

Giving examples, he said
the Indian Navy has inducted
indigenously built state-of-
the-art aircraft carriers like
the INS-Vikrant into its fleet.

The induction of the
“Prachand” Light Combat
Helicopters developed under
the “Make in India” initiative
by IAF is a clear example of
India’s defence capability, he
said.

Elaborating upon the
importance of maritime secu-
rity and space technology, the
Prime Minister said maritime
security has emerged as a glob-
al priority.  India will also have
to increase its preparations
looking at the future opportu-

nities in the space sector, he
said.

Modi talked about his
vision of the “Security and
Growth for All in the Region”
(SAGAR). India’s engagement
in the Indo-Pacific region is
inclusive, he said.

As regards space technol-
ogy, the Prime Minister said
the armed forces have reviewed
and identified various chal-
lenges in this area.

“We have to work fast to
solve them,” he said.

“Mission Defence Space”,
he continued, will not only
encourage innovation and
strengthen the forces but also
provide new and innovative
solutions.

The Prime Minister said
space technology is also setting
up a new definition of India’s
generous thinking by sharing
the benefits with other coun-
tries. 

Many small African coun-
tries are benefiting from this.
There are more than 60 devel-
oping countries with which
India is sharing its space sci-
ence, he said.

By next year, India will
share real-time access of Indian
satellite data with 10 ASEAN
(Association of Southeast
Asian Nations) countries. Even
developed European and
American countries are using
our satellite data, he said.

Modi also talked about
India’s relationship with Africa
and said it is based on the
“time-tested trust which is
further deepening and touch-
ing new dimensions with the
passage of time.”

Dwelling upon the old ties
between Africa and Gujarat, he
recalled that the first railway
line in Africa had the partici-
pation of people from Kutch.

Modi also said this is an
unprecedented Defence Expo
as it is for the first time that
only Indian companies are
participating in it. There are
more than 1,300 exhibitors
which include the Indian
defence industry, some joint
ventures associated with it,
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) and
more than 100 Start-ups, he
said.
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“We find no reason to

entertain the petition. We
don’t appreciate this kind of
behaviour,” the Bench said.

The counsel appearing
for the alleged conman sub-
mitted before the Bench that
in spite of several assurances
Chandrashekhar was being
allegedly assaulted in jail. The
lawyer also alleged that
Chandrashekhar is being
pressured to pay Rs 25 lakh
per month in jail.

Earl ier,  the Supreme

Court on August 23 had
ordered that Chandrashekhar
and his wife be shifted from
Tihar Jail to Mandoli Jail in
the city. The order was passed
on a plea f i led by
Chandrashekhar and his wife
alleging a threat to their lives
and seeking a transfer to a
prison outside Delhi.

On June 20, the ED had
made some startling revela-
tions against Chandrashekhar
that he indulged in money
laundering, extortion, imper-
sonation of public officials,

including those holding
Constitutional posts, and had
opposed his plea for prison
transfer outside Delhi.

The probe agency named
several TV and Bollywood
personalities with whom the
alleged conman has contacts
and used to give them expen-
sive gifts. Chandrasekhar,
reportedly aged in his 30s, is
a conman and a native of
Bengaluru. According to
police officials, he wanted to
lead a luxurious life and start-
ed duping people at 17.

From Page 1
The SP said in a video post-

ed on Twitter that   “initially,
she said there were two people
but she later said five men
raped her. Four of them have
been arrested”.

Preliminary investigation
has revealed that there is a
property dispute between the
woman and the accused. That
case is already in Karkardooma
court.

According to authorities at
the Guru Teg Bahadur
Hospital, the woman’s condi-
tion is stable and no internal
injury has been found yet.  

In a statement, Dr Rajat
Jhamb, media spokesperson
of GTB Hospital said the
woman was admitted to the
hospital on Tuesday morning.
He said her vitals were stable.
“No internal injury found till
now. She is under observation
and admitted in the gynaecol-
ogy department,” he said.

Sources at the hospital,
however, said there were signs
of sexual assault and a “foreign
object” was found in her body.
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Additionally, in August

2013, Mahmood was instruct-
ed to forge covert links with
Islamic organisations in
Bangladesh and Burma, and as
of late 2011, Mahmood claimed
that LeT’s primary concern
should be attacking India and
America,” the US Department
of Treasury said.

This is the fourth time in
last four months that China has
put a hold on listing proposals
to designate Pakistan-based
terrorists. In June this year,
China put a hold, at the last
moment, on a joint proposal by
India and the US to blacklist
Pakistan-based terrorist Abdul
Rehman Makki.

He is a US-designated ter-
rorist and brother-in-law of
Lashkar-e-Taiba head and
26/11 mastermind Hafiz Saeed.

Then in August, China
again put a hold on a propos-
al by the US and India to
blacklist the senior leader of
Pakistan-based terror organi-
sation Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JEM) Abdul Rauf Azhar.

From Page 1
The senior Deputy Mayor

said, “I was invited to the
Satsang by the ‘sadh sangat’.
Online Satsang was done from
UP. Many people in my ward
are associated with Baba. We
reached the program from
social connection and it has
nothing to do with the
Bharatiya Janata Party and
the upcoming bypoll elec-
tion.”

Notably, the Adampur
bypoll in Haryana is scheduled
to be held on November 3.
Besides, the state is also sched-
uled to hold panchayat polls
soon.

Deputy Mayor Naveen
Kumar said that everyone who
got information about the
Satsang reached there.

On the question of taking
the blessings of Ram Rahim to
win the election, Naveen said
that the people have chosen
him from their ward and only
the public decides this.

“It is necessary to have the
blessings of the people,”
Naveen said.

Speaking about Dera

chief ’s parole, he said that
anyone could seek parole at his
own pleasure.

“He may have taken parole
for the festival of Diwali and
we should not equate it with
elections,” he added. Notably,
the opposition also alleged
that Ram Rahim was granted
parole due to the forthcoming
bypolls. Earlier, Ram Rahim
was granted parole for a
month on June 17.

Ram Rahim has been
incarcerated since 2017 in
Haryana’s Sunaria jail where he
is serving a 20-year-term for
raping two women disciples at
his ashram’s headquarters in
Sirsa. Speaking on the same,
Haryana minister Anil Vij
said that his parole has noth-
ing to do with Adampur
bypoll. “Parole is granted by
jail department. I have noth-
ing to do with this. If a person
from Karnal believes in
Gurmeet Ram Rahim and has
gone to see him, then what is
the connection with Adampur
polls,” Vij said. Earlier in
February, the Dera chief was
granted three weeks’ furlough.
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In fact, the loss to marine

life could be more than what is
being estimated given that
these data cover only com-
mercial fisheries, and don’t
include the amount of fishing
line and other gear lost by
recreational fishers, said the
authors Kelsey Richardson,
Britta Denise Hardesty, Joanna
Vince and Chris Wilcox, all
from Centre for Marine
Socioecology, University of
Tasmania, Hobart, Tasmania,
Australia.

The researchers also esti-
mate that between 1.7 per cent
and 4.6 per cent of all land-
based plastic waste travels into
the sea. This amount likely
exceeds lost fishing gear.

Nearly 700 species of
marine life are known to inter-
act with marine debris, many
of which are near threatened.
Australian and US researches
in 2016 found fishing gear
poses the biggest entangle-
ment threats to marine fauna
such as sea turtles, marine
mammals, seabirds and whales.

&/�
#�����#������
���	���������
�000



��������������������� ��� ��!���"#$�"#"" ��!�
�����#

��
�� ��������	

Hours after the Supreme
Court rejected St Stephen's

College’s petition against the
admission process, the college
on Wednesday removed the
prospectus from its website
which was at the centre of a
discord between it and Delhi
University (DU). 

The prospectus, which was
on the website since May, for
admission to the college's
undergraduate (UG) courses
for 2022-23 gave 85 per cent
weightage to the Common
University Entrance Test
Admissions (CUET) and 15
per cent to the interview that
the premier college has held for
aspiring students for four
decades. 

This was against the DU’s
new criteria which accorded
100 per cent weightage to the
CUET only. Earlier in the day,
the top court refused to stay the
Delhi High Court (HC) order
asking the college to follow the
admission policy prescribed
by the DU under which it
cannot hold interviews for
non-minority students in UG
courses. A Bench of Justices
Ajay Rastogi and CT

Ravikumar said it was not
inclined to interfere with the
HC judgement. "We find no
reason to stay the judgement,
therefore the application for
interim relief is dismissed,"
the Bench said.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for the college,
said the interview process was
applicable to all and not just
non-minority students.  "Delhi

HC order says interview can
only be for minority and rest as
per the CUET. That is bad in
law and unsustainable," he
asserted.

The senior lawyer said the
prestigious college has, for the
last 40 years, given 15 per cent
weightage to interview for
admission against unreserved
seats. Sibal also referred to the
New Education Policy (NEP) of
the Government and said
marks should not be the crite-
ria for admission in colleges.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Delhi
University, submitted that
imposing a stay on the HC
order will have a detrimental

effect on the academic envi-
ronment. Mehta contended the
CUET has been introduced
with a view to having a com-
mon standard of assessment
and there is no requirement of
a separate interview by the col-
lege.The HC had on September
12 asked the Christian minor-
ity institution to follow the
admission policy formulated by
the DU. 

The HC Bench, while ask-
ing the college to withdraw its
prospectus had, however, ruled
the DU "cannot insist upon a
single merit list for admission
of candidates belonging to the
Christian community regard-
less of denomination, etc."
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Delhi University (DU)
announced on Wednesday

the much-awaited first list of
seat allocation for undergrad-
uate (UG) programmes, mark-
ing the commencement of the
third and last phase of the
admission process. The list
was to be announced on
October 18 but was deferred by
a day.

"The first round of the
Common Seat Allocation
System (CSAS) of the
University of Delhi has been
released on Wednesday," said
DU's Dean of Admission
Haneet Gandhi. In the context
of provisional seat allocation,
'Allocated Seat' refers to a
unique combination of pro-
gramme plus college.

According to data pro-
vided by DU, more than 1.5
lakh applicants marked their
college and course preferences
till the last date for phase II last
week.

The allocation list has not
been issued in public domain
and candidates will only be
able to see the college and
courses allotted to them on

their dashboard.  The candi-
dates will have to click on
"Accept Allocation" under the
user action tab.

"On receiving the
'Approval from the College
Principal', a student will pro-
ceed to pay the fee to confirm
the admission. 

The candidate should take
a printout of the acknowledg-
ment receipt," DU said in a
statement.  The students have
been given a three-day window
from October 19 to October 21
to "accept" the allocated seat.

The provision for accep-
tance of a particular Allocated
Seat will be valid only for the
round in which the seat was
allocated to the candidate.  The
colleges will be able to verify
and approve the online appli-
cations from October 19 to

October 22. For the first round
of CSAS allocation and admis-
sion, the last date for online
payment of admission fees by
the candidates will be October
24.  The university began the
admission process for over
70,000 seats last month.

DU has advised candi-
dates to ensure that they secure
admission to the seat allocat-
ed to them, whenever it is
offered.  

"Only candidates who are
admitted to a programme in a
college will be able to opt for
upgradation in subsequent
rounds," the statement said.

"Candidates are advised
not to be in haste and, at the
same time, not to wait for
deadlines. Sufficient time has
been provided for processing
applications," DU added.  For

the seats left vacant in the first
round, the university will open
the second round of CSAS allo-
cation and admission.

On October 25, the uni-
versity will display vacant seats.
Then the students will be given
a three-day window to re-
order higher preferences from
October 25 to 27. 

The second allocation list
will be announced on October
30. The students will be given
a two-day window from
October 31 to November 1 to
accept the allocated seat, the
varsity said. 

The colleges will verify
and approve the online appli-
cation from October 31 to
November 2. The last date for
online payment of admission
fees by the candidates is
November 3.

For the third round, the
vacant list will be displayed on
November 4. During the third
round, the university will give
a chance for mid-entry and a
window to re-order higher
preferences from November 5
to 7, as per the statement. The
third allocation list will be
announced on November 10,
the varsity said. 

#$%	����	
���	
����	��
������
�����
$&���������	�������'�(���



������������� ��������	

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) MLA from East

Patel Nagar constituency Raaj
Kumar Anand is likely to
replace Rajendra Pal Gautam,
who resigned as Social Welfare
Minister after his presence at a
religious conversion event
sparked a political controver-
sy earlier this month. 

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday said he
has recommended to the
Lieutenant-Governor the name
of Anand as Gautam’s replace-
ment.

Just like Gautam, Anand,
who is a first-time MLA, is also
from the Jatav community. He
is a member of the AAP’s
national council. A postgradu-
ate in political science, he and
his wife joined the anti-cor-
ruption movement in 2011
that set the ground for the for-
mation of the AAP, and in the
2013 Assembly election his
wife Veena Anand won as
MLA from Patel Nagar. 

In the 2015 Assembly
polls, she was replaced by AAP
leader Hazari Lal Chauhan for
the seat. In 2020, Raaj Kumar
Anand contested the Assembly

polls from the seat and won it.
Gautam, who was Minister

for the departments of Social
Welfare, SC and ST, Registrar
of Co-operative Societies and
gurudwara elections, had
resigned on October 9.             

A major row erupted over
his presence at an event where
Hindu deities were allegedly
renounced by hundreds of peo-
ple who had embraced
Buddhism.  President
Droupadi Murmu had accept-
ed Gautam's resignation.
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In a bid to check air and noise
pollution, the Delhi

Government has imposed a
fine of �200 and a six-month
jail term for purchasing and
bursting of crackers in the
national Capital on Diwali. 

In a press conference,
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai on Wednesday informed
that bursting of crackers can
attract a jail term of up to six
months and a fine of �200. 

The Government also said
that the production, storage,
and sale of crackers in Delhi
will be punishable with a fine
of up to �5,000 and three years
in jail under Section 9B of the
Explosives Act. 

According to Rai, 408
teams have been set up to
implement the ban. “The Delhi
Police has set up 210 teams
under Assistant
Commissioners of Police, while
the Revenue Department has
constituted 165 teams and the
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee 33,” he said. The
Minister further said that a
public awareness campaign —
Diye Jalao Patakhe Nahi (light
diyas, not firecrackers) — will
be launched on October 21.

The Delhi Government will
light 51,000 diyas at the Central
Park in Connaught Place on
Friday.

In September, the city gov-
ernment re-imposed a com-
plete ban on the production,
sale and use of all types of fire-
crackers till January 1, includ-
ing on Diwali, a practice it has
been following for the last two
years.

The Minister said 188 cases
of violations have been detect-

ed and 2,917 kg firecrackers
seized till October 16.

The air quality in Delhi-
NCR start worsening in
October, due to unfavourable
meteorological factors, such
as low temperatures and wind
speed, which do not allow dis-
persion of pollutants.  A cock-
tail of emissions from fire-
crackers and stubble burning in
neighbouring States further
dent the air quality. "Therefore,
the Delhi Government has

imposed a complete ban on the
production, sale and use of all
types of firecrackers this year
too. The ban covers online
delivery of firecrackers," the
Minister said. 

Rai urged Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav to ensure the
ban on firecrackers is strictly
implemented in the entire NCR
"as the smoke from firecrack-
ers burst in the region impacts
the people in Delhi also.
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With rampant complaints
from Parliamentarians

regarding protocol issues, the
authorities of AIIMS on
Wednesday decided to attach
a Duty Officer to facilitate the
MPs visiting the hospital for
medical treatment.

As per the latest SOP
issued by the AIIMS Director
M Srinivas, Duty Officers (who
are qualified medical profes-
sionals) from the Department
of Hospital Administration
will be available in the Control
Room of AIIMS round-the-
clock and the Duty Officer will
be the Nodal Officer to coor-
dinate and facilitate requisite
medical care arrangements for
Sitting MPs.

“The landline telephone
numbers of the Control Room
are 011-26589279, 011-
26593308 and 011-26593574.
Mobile phone number of Duty
Officer on site is 9868397016
which will be constant irre-
spective of the person on duty,”
the SOP notice read. “In case
any sitting MP requires OPD

consultation from a speciali-
ty/super-speciality department,
the Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha
Secretariat or personal staff of
the MP will contact the Duty
Officer and provide him req-
uisite details about the ailment
and specialist/superspecialist
doctor to be consulted,” it stat-
ed. “The Duty Officer will
speak to concerned special-
ist/supcrspecialist doctor or
Head of Department and will
fix up the requisite appoint-
ment. In case it so required,
they can speak to the Chief of
Centre/Head of concerned
department as well,” it stated.
“On the scheduled date and
time of scheduled OPD con-
sultation, the MP will be
requested to reach the office of
the Duty Officer that is the
Control Room,” it read.

“The Duty Officer will
extend due protocol to the MP
in his office and will confirm
availability of concerned spe-
cialist doctor before sending
the MP for requisite consulta-
tion, accompanied by a respon-
sible official from the hospital,”
it said.

New Delhi: Union Minister
for Youth Affairs and Sports
Anurag Thakur on Wednesday
launched mega cleanliness dri-
ves across India under the
Swachchh Bharat 2022 pro-
gramme from Chandani
Chowk, in Delhi. Similar
Cleanliness Drives were  under-
taken  in all villages and districts
across the country.

A “swachhta” pledge was
also administered on this occa-
sion. Secretary Department of
Youth Affairs and Sports Sanjay
Kumar and other officers of the
Ministry were also present on
this occasion.  Speaking on the
occasion, Thakur said that

‘Swachh Bharat’ is not just a pro-
gramme but it reflects the gen-
uine concerns of the common
man and their resolve to address
the issue head on. 

He pointed out that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
always reiterated 'Jan Bhagidari
se Jan Andolan' and said any
campaign is incomplete without
participation of the youth.
“Without fulfilling the dream of
Swachh Bharat, the dream of a
New India, a Developed India
cannot be fulfilled,” he said.
Thakur said that the pro-
gramme commenced with the
objective of collection of one
crore kg of waste in the span of

one month. “We have already
collected 84 lakh kg of plastic
waste in a matter of 18 days and
are set to surpass the target. This
work was carried out in histor-
ical places, community cen-
ters, schools, villages and other
places in districts. 

“People particularly youth,
irrespective of their background
and affiliations, are not only par-
ticipating in programme but
playing a pivotal role in moti-
vating others to join the pro-
gramme purely on a voluntary
basis,” he said. Thakur said
“without cleanliness we cannot
ensure good health and wellbe-
ing of people.” 
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

appealed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to work togeth-
er to improve the country's
schools and offered his
Government's expertise, invit-
ing a sharp retort from the BJP. 

“The miserable education
system in Delhi cannot be a

model for the country,” BJP's IT
department head Amit Malviya
said, adding that Modi has
been working to improve
Government education and
make it effective since he was
Gujarat's Chief Minister.

Kejriwal's remarks came
after Modi visited a school in

Gandhinagar in Gujarat, and
interacted with students.  "PM
sir, we have done a wonderful
job in the field of education in
Delhi. In five years, all the
Government schools of Delhi
were improved remarkably.
Schools across the country can
be improved in five years,"
Kejriwal said in a tweet in
Hindi. 

"We have experience in
this field. Please use our expe-
rience completely for this. Let's
do it together for the country,"
he said.  Kejriwal also posted a
picture of Modi sitting in a
classroom with the students. "I
am very happy that today all
the parties and leaders of the
country have to talk about

education and schools.  This is
our biggest achievement. I
hope that education is not
missed only during elections.
All Governments together can
make schools great in just five
years," the Delhi Chief Minister
tweeted in an apparent swipe at
the BJP.

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, who
holds the education portfolio,
said that the BJP will send Aam
Aadmi Party leaders to jail
while the AAP compels them
to visit schools. "They will
send us to jail. We will send
them to school," he said in a
tweet in Hindi. 

Hitting back, Malviya said
Modi's aim has been to change

things on the ground. "He does
not do politics for merely giv-
ing advertisements like you," he
said, replying to the AAP
leader's tweet.

The BJP and the AAP have
been involved in a bitter war of
words in the run up to the
Assembly polls in Gujarat
whose schedule is likely to be
announced soon.

The AAP has pivoted its
pitch around its welfarism, dis-
missed by the BJP as “freebies”,
and what it describes as its
focus on boosting education
and health infrastructure as it
makes a determined foray into
the western State.  The BJP has
not lost an Assembly election
in Gujarat since 1995.
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With "very poor" air qual-
ity predicted in Delhi-

NCR by Saturday, the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) on
Wednesday directed authorities
to enact stage two of the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) which includes ban-
ning the use of coal and fire-
wood in hotels, restaurants
and open eateries. 

Delhi's air quality contin-
ues to be in the poor category
for the fourth consecutive day
on Wednesday. The 24-hour
average air quality index (AQI)
stood at 228 at 4 pm. At least
six out of the 35 monitoring

stations in the city recorded the
air quality in the "very poor"
category. The use of diesel
generators, except for essential
services, is also banned under
stage two of the GRAP which
is a set of anti-air pollution
measures followed in the
Capital and its vicinity accord-
ing to the severity of the situ-

ation. GRAP is classified under
four stages of adverse air qual-
ity in Delhi NCR region. Stage
one in a case of 'poor' air qual-
ity (AQI 201-300); stage two for
'very poor' air quality (AQI
301-400); stage three for 'severe'
air quality (AQI 401-450); and
stage four for 'severe plus' (AQI
>450). The sub-committee
constituted for invoking actions
under GRAP reviewed the air
quality in the region at a meet-
ing on Wednesday.

It was noted that there is a
forecast for deterioration of air
quality in Delhi and the air
quality index (AQI) may move
into the 'very poor' category
from October 22, due to calm
winds and the stable atmos-

pheric condition predicted over
the Capital from Saturday, the
CAQM said in an order.

“Also, the Diwali festival on
October 24 is expected to wors-
en the situation further.
Therefore, in an effort to pre-
vent the deterioration of the air
quality further, the subcom-
mittee decided that all actions
as envisaged under Stage II of
GRAP — 'very poor' air qual-
ity (Delhi AQI 3O1-4OO)— be
implemented in right earnest
by all the agencies concerned,
with immediate effect in the
Delhi NCR region in addition
to all actions under Stage I,” the
order read. The use of coal and
firewood, including in tan-
doors in hotels, restaurants

and open eateries, is not
allowed under stage two cate-
gory. The use of diesel gener-
ators is not allowed except for
essential services related to
national security, defence-relat-
ed activities, projects of nation-
al importance, telecommuni-
cation, data services, medical,
railway and metro rail ser-
vices, airports, inter-state bus
terminals, sewage treatment
plants and water pumping sta-
tions.  Other measures to be
taken under stage two include
vacuum-based sweeping of
roads every day, water sprin-
kling to prevent dust pollution
and strict enforcement of dust
control measures at construc-
tion and demolition sites.
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Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Rajasthan are leading the

States in installation of smart
meters across the country
under the Centre’s Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS) that aims to enhance
the operational efficiency and
financial health of all govern-
ment-owned power distribu-
tion companies (DISCOMs)
by FY 2025-26. 

According to a presenta-
tion made at a two-day brain-
storming session of state power
ministers at Udaipur last week,
the highest number of smart
meters have been installed in
UP (11,56,855) followed by
Bihar (11,08,703), Rajasthan
(5,55,958), Haryana (5,38,293),
Assam (4,15,063), Delhi
(2,59,094), Madhya Pradesh
(2,43,313), Himachal Pradesh
(1,47,104), Tamil Nadu
(1,23,945) and Jammu &
Kashmir (1,13,857).

What took everyone by
surprise were the figures for
Bihar, otherwise struggling on
many parameters. “It has taken
the lead in the smart meter roll-
out in the county. Not only has
it got the second highest smart
meter installations after UP but
also taken the lead by achiev-
ing 92% penetration of pre-
paid smart meters,” sources
said.

The presentation showed
that Ashiyana and Bankipur,
the two distribution areas with
high smart meter penetration
and taken as pilot cases, have
witnessed their collection effi-
ciency improve from 94% to
115% and from 92% to 105%,

respectively. The recovery of
arrears in the two areas too
stood at 100%. The monthly
revenue collection per con-
sumer also increased by 65% in
Ashiyana and by 34% in
Bankipur. Besides Bihar, the
initial results of the imple-
mentation of the smart-meter
program in the Union territo-
ry of J&K also show a sharp
improvement in all financial
parameters of the respective
discoms. 

Apart from other objec-
tives, RDSS aims at lowering of
Aggregate, Technical and
Commercial (AT&C) losses to
12-15% by 2024-25 nationally
and the ACS-ARR gap to zero
by 2024-25.

A key ingredient of the
scheme meeting the ambitious
objectives of RDSS is Centre’s
Rs 3.3 lakh crore plan to replace
all 25 crore traditional meters
in the country with pre-paid
smart meters in the next three
years.  Already, around 50 lakh
smart-meters have been
installed in the country.

In the first phase, 10 crore
meters are to be replaced in
‘priority areas’ (high loss, high
value consumers) by December
2023. Meters in the remaining
areas will be replaced by March
2025.

The smart meter project
has been introduced by the
Government of India with the
objective to provide quality
power and better services to
consumers. The project will
also help ensure accurate
billing, accountability, trans-
parency and efficiency among
utilities, besides reducing tech-
nical and commercial losses.
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Expressing concern that inci-
dents of stubble burning

have started increasing rapid-
ly with Punjab being the high-
est contributor, the Centre on
Wednesday blamed the Punjab
Government for not taking
adequate steps to prevent farm
fires.  

However, it patted the
Governments of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh for “doing a
remarkable work towards con-
trol of stubble burning.”

“They have implemented
the framework in the States
which includes in-situ man-
agement, ex-situ management,
effective monitoring and
enforcement and IEC activities
which have resulted in less
events of stubble burning,” said
Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav at an inter-
ministerial meeting on the
issue of crop residue burning in
Delhi-NCR.

Union Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar men-
tioned that the status of paddy
straw management in Haryana

is "significantly better than
that in Punjab", the
Environment Ministry said in
a statement. "Till October 15,
the trend of fire events was less
as compared to last year but
now it has started growing
rapidly, especially in Punjab,"
the statement read.

The Ministers noted that
the Pusa bio-decomposer - a
microbial solution which turns
stubble into manure in 15-20
days - was being sprayed in a
lesser area in Punjab and its
application needs to be pro-
moted and enhanced. 

Yadav also pointed out that
the State had been provided
with a sufficient number of
equipment and farm machin-
ery under the CRM scheme of
Union Ministry of Animal
Husbandry and Farmers
Welfare  and also adequate
funds have been provided yet
there has not been sufficient
progress in implementation of
the action plan.

M M Kutty, the chairman
of the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM),
said Punjab has taken "inade-
quate" steps in spite of several

meetings and efforts by the
statutory panel.

The Punjab chief secretary
was asked to control the
increasing rate of fire events in
Amritsar and to ensure a 50 per
cent reduction in cases of farm
fires in the state in comparison
to last year. 

One of the main concerns
is the delayed delivery of crop
residue management machines
in Punjab and Haryana.

Government data shows
Punjab and Haryana generate
around 27 million tonnes of
paddy straw a year, of which
around 6.4 million tonnes is
not managed. 

According to the Indian
Agricultural Research Institute,
Punjab reported 71,304 farm
fires between September 15
and November 30 last year and
83,002 farm fires in the corre-
sponding period in 2020.  It

was also noted that the status
of Parali management in
Haryana is significantly better
than that in Punjab. 9 out of 22
districts in Punjab and 4 out of
22 districts in Haryana are
major contributors of stubble
burning in these states. So,
these 13 districts need to be
focused upon more.  Sangrur,
Moga, Tarn Taran and
Fatehabad are among them,
said the statement.
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday listed several

pleas for hearing on November
18  challenging the Centre's
Agnipath scheme for recruit-
ment in the armed forces. 
The Bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad
granted two weeks' time to the
petitioners to respond to the
Centre's stand on the matter. 

The Government submit-
ted the Agnipath scheme was
introduced in exercise of its
sovereign function to make
national security and defence
more "robust, "impenetrable"
and "abreast with changing
military requirement". 

"Reply has been filed by the
Union of India. Petitioner prays
for time to file rejoinder.
Petitioners are granted 2 weeks'
time," said the court. The
Agnipath scheme, unveiled on
June 14, lays out rules for the
recruitment of youths in the
armed forces. 

According to these rules,
those between 17-and-a-half
and 21 years are eligible to
apply and they would be
inducted for a four-year tenure,
and 25 per cent of them will be
granted regular service subse-
quently. 

����������	
�
������ �
��������	
�����	����

In an effort to boost the capa-
bilities of the IAF to meet any

challenge from Pakistan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday laid the foundation
stone for a new airbase at
Deesa in Banaskantha district
of north Gujarat near the bor-
der.  He said it will emerge as
an effective centre for the coun-
try's security.

The airbase is 130 km from
international border and when
it is likely to be operational by
2024, the base will bridge the
gap between Bhuj and Uttarlai,
Rajasthan. The forward airbase
will come up in two phases
with a total cost of more than
Rs 1,000 crores.

The airfield will thwart
any attempt by the adversary to
target Gujarat or other parts of
south –western sector and can
launch offensive action against
enemy aircraft taking off from
Hyderabad, Karachi and
Sukkur in Pakistan.

Laying the foundation of
this critical asset, the Prime
Minister said after his govern-
ment came to power, they
decided to set up an opera-
tional base in Deesa, and "this
expectation of our forces is

being fulfilled today". "The
international border is just 130
km away, If our forces, espe-
cially the Air Force, will be in
Deesa, we shall be able to
respond in a much better way
to any challenge on the western
border," he said.

Modi said for this airfield,
Gujarat had given land way
back in 2000, and as the then
chief minister he tried his best
for its construction and
explained this to the then cen-

tral government about its
importance. "But nothing hap-
pened for 14 years," he said. "So
many question marks were put
on files that it took time to put
things into the right perspective
even after I went there (at the
Centre). 

After we formed the gov-
ernment, we decided to make
an operational base in Deesa
and the expectations of our
forces are being met today," he
said.
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Road Transport and
Highways Secretary

Aramane Giridhar was on
Wednesday named the new
Defence Secretary and Rural
Development Secretary
Nagendra Nath Sinha the new
Steel Secretary, as part of a top-
level bureaucratic reshuffle
involving 16 secretaries.

Giridhar, a 1988 batch IAS
officer of the Andhra Pradesh
cadre, has been appointed as an
Officer on Special Duty in the
Department of Defence. He
will take over as Defence
Secretary after the retirement of
Ajay Kumar on October 31,
2022, a Personnel Ministry
order said.

Alka Upadhyaya, chairper-
son of the National Highways
Authority of India, will be the
new Road and Transport
Secretary in place of Giridhar.

Sinha has been appointed
as the OSD in the Ministry of
Steel with effect from
December 1, 2022. 

He will take over as
Secretary in the Ministry of
Steel, after the retirement of
Sanjay Kumar Singh on
December 31, 2022. Shailesh

Kumar Singh, Additional
Secretary and Development
Commissioner in the MSME
Ministry, will be the new Rural
Development Secretary in place
of Sinha from December 1.
Singh has been appointed as the
OSD in the Department of
Rural Development, Ministry of
Rural Development, the order
said.

Financial Services Secretary
Sanjay Malhotra will be the new
Revenue Secretary. He has been
appointed as an OSD in the
Department of Revenue. The
officer will take over as the
Revenue Secretary after Tarun
Bajaj completes his term on
November 30, 2022.

Vivek Joshi, Registrar
General of India and Census
Commissioner, MHA, will be
the new Secretary, Department
of Financial Services in place of
Malhotra. Mritunjay Kumar
Narayan, Additional Secretary
in the Home Ministry, will be
the new Registrar General of
India and Census
Commissioner in place of Joshi.

Amrit Lal Meena, who is
currently Special Secretary
(Logistics), Department for
Promotion of Industry &
Internal Trade, will be the new
Coal Secretary. Meena, who has

been appointed as the OSD in
the Coal Ministry, will take over
as the Secretary after the retire-
ment of Anil Kumar Jain on
October 31.

Sudhansh Pant, a 1991
batch IAS officer of the
Rajasthan cadre, has been
named as Secretary in the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways. Pant, who has
been appointed as the OAS in
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways, will take over
as Secretary after incumbent
Sanjeev Ranjan superannuates
on January 31, 2023.

Kamran Rizvi, Additional
Secretary in the Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs, will
be the Heavy Industries
Secretary. Rizvi is appointed as
the OSD in the Ministry of
Heavy Industries and he will
take over as the secretary after
Arun Goel superannuates from
the post on December 31.

Rachna Shah, Additional
Secretary in the Department of
Commerce, has been named as
the new Textiles Secretary. 

Shah, who has been
appointed as the OSD in the
Ministry of Textiles, will take
over as the secretary after
incumbent Upendra Prasad
Singh retires this month-end.

Bhupinder Singh Bhalla, who is
currently chairperson of the
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC), will be the New and
Renewable Energy Secretary.
Bhalla, who has been appoint-
ed as the OSD in the Ministry
of New and Renewable Energy,
will take over as the secretary
after incumbent Indu Shekhar
Chaturvedi completes his term
this month-end.

Youth Affairs Secretary
Sanjay Kumar will be the new
Secretary of the Department of
School Education & Literacy.
He will take over the new posi-
tion after the retirement of
incumbent Anita Karwal on
November 30.

Meeta R Lochan, Member
Secretary in the National
Commission for Women, will
be the new Youth Affairs
Secretary. Sanjeev Chopra, a
1990 batch IAS officer of the
Odisha cadre, has been named
as Secretary of the Department
of Food and Public
Distribution. 

He will replace Sudhanshu
Pandey, who retires this month-
end. Manoj Govil, a 1991 batch
IAS officer of Madhya Pradesh
cadre, has been appointed
Secretary in  Ministry of
Corporate Affairs.
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The BJP on Wednesday
announced its first list of 62

candidates for the elections to
the 68-member Himachal
Pradesh Assembly with 11 sit-
ting MLAs dropped, two
Congress defectors to the party
getting the tickets and two
Ministers shifting their seats in
the state.

Five women have also
found their names in the list.
Former state Chief Minister
Prem Kumar  Dhumal, 78,
father of union minister
Anurag Thakur  who lost the
2017 Assembly poll will not
contest this time. Applying
winnability as the main crite-
ria, the BJP central leadership
has also denied tickets to some
of the candidates having alle-
giance to former and the
incumbent Chief Ministers.

Election in the state is slat-
ed for November 12. The plan
to neutralize the anti-incum-
bency factor against the gov-
ernment is reflected in the
selection of the candidates.

The constituencies of two
Ministers have been changed
while as many as 11 sitting
MLAs have been denied party
ticket  and fresh face have
been given a chance. Suresh
Bhardwaj will contest Kasumpti
instead of Shimla (Urban),
besides, Rakesh Pathania seat
has been changed from Nurpur
to Fatehpur.

Two Congress MLAs, who
quit the party and joined the
BJP have been made  party can-
didates.  Pawan Kajal is to  con-
test from Kangra constituency
and Lakhwinder Rana from
Nalagarh seat. The BJP’s list of
candidates includes only five
women candidates. Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur will

contest from Seraj assembly
constituency in Mandi district.
The BJP won 44 seats in 2017
Himachal Assembly elections,
restricting the Congress Party
to 22 seats. At present, the
Himachal Pradesh legislative
assembly has 45 BJP MLAs,
while Congress has 22 and
CPI(M) has one MLA. The list

was released a day after the
meeting of BJP's central elec-
tion committee chaired by
party president Jagat Prakash
Nadda concluded. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union home minister Amit
Shah were present in meeting
along with other members of
the party's election committee.

��
�� ��������	

Ahead of a bypoll in
Telangana  on November 3,

former Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS)  MP Boora
Narsaiah Goud, also a noted
doctor, joined the BJP  here on
Wednesday.

The joining of  a TRS MP
in the BJP has happened after
the Congress  MLA from
Munugode Assembly  K.
Rajagopal Reddy also crossed
over to the saffron party. 

The prestigious bypoll con-
test  is scheduled  in Munugode
assembly on November 3 with
Reddy as the BJP candidate
against the TRS’ K Prabhakar
Reddy. Assembly polls are slat-
ed in the state next year.

Goud joined the BJP in the
presence of Union Ministers
Bhupinder Yadav and G Kishan
Reddy besides several other
party leaders from the state.

Yadav accused the K
Chandrasekhar Rao govern-
ment in the state of floating the
gimmick of reservation for
minorities while doing no good
for any section of society. This
shows that the state govern-
ment does only minorities'

politics, he said.
He claimed that people

will not only elect the BJP can-
didate in the upcoming
Munugode assembly bypoll
but will also bring the party to
power in the next assembly
elections. The state govern-
ment's welfare schemes for
Dalits and backwards are con-
fined to advertisements while
it is also disrupting the Centre's
pro-people measures, he
alleged.

Yadav accused the
Telangana government of try-
ing to hamper the yatra of state
BJP president Bandi Sanjay
Kumar in an undemocratic
manner. This is not only a cor-
rupt government but also dic-
tatorial, he alleged, targeting
the TRS. 
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Imran Bashir Ganai, a ' hybrid
terrorist' belonging to the

Lashkar-e-Tayyeba outfit,
responsible for lobbing a
grenade that led to the deaths
of two migrant labourers from
Uttar Pradesh, was killed dur-
ing an anti-terrorist operation
launched by the security forces
in the early hours of Wednesday
in Nowgam orchards of
Shopian. The operation was
launched based on the prelim-
inary investigation with the
sole objective to track down the
footprints of other terrorists
behind the targeted killing of
migrant labourers.

However, the two main-
stream regional political parties
in the Kashmir Valley have trig-
gered a fresh controversy by
raising questions over the man-
ner in which the 'hybrid ter-
rorist' was killed. Both the
National Conference and
Peoples Democratic Party have
demanded a thorough probe
into the matter.

Former J&K Chief Minister

and PDP Chief Mehbooba
Mufti first of all tweeted, "Using
dubious nomenclature —
hybrid militant & chance
encounters to justify civilian
killings has become the norm
in Kashmir. Imran Ganai arrest-
ed by the police & then killed
in their custody allegedly by
another militant defies logic &
deserves a thorough investiga-
tion".

On the other hand, JKNC
MP Hasnain Masoodi also
demanded an independent and
impartial probe into the killing
of Imran Bashir Ganai. He said
civilian killings call for outright
condemnation and cannot be
condoned on any ground what-
soever.  

Meanwhile, police
spokesman in a written state-
ment claimed, "within hours of
the killing of two migrant
labourers in a grenade blast in
Herman area of Shopian, one
hybrid terrorist linked with
proscribed terror outfit LeT
identified as Imran Bashir
Ganai of Hermain Shopian
alongwith his accomplice was
promptly arrested".

"Various joint raids along
with security forces were
launched on the basis of dis-
closures made by the accused
about terrorists and their hide-
outs. In one of the raids on
hideout at Dongri Nala near
Landoora bridge, where
although contact was estab-
lished with the hiding terrorists
but they managed to escape
from the spot after initial fire"
police spokesman said.

"Following his disclosure
another raid was conducted in
Nowgam orchards of Shopian
where he had earlier met with
other terrorists responsible in
his recruitment in terror ranks
besides providing a grenade to

him, a joint anti-terrorist oper-
ation was launched in the said
area in the midnight at about
2.30 AM after the accused
agreed to show the exact place
of hideout in the orchards".

“During the search opera-
tion, the hiding terrorists fired
upon the joint search party, in
which the arrested hybrid ter-
rorist who was accompanying
and leading the search party for
identifying the place got
injured. He was shifted to hos-
pital where he was declared
brought dead.

Taking advantage of the
darkness, terrorists managed to
escape from the spot, police
spokesman added.
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With panchayat elections
barely a few months away

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Wednesday raked
up a new controversy saying it
was not she but the CPI(M)
that drove out the Tatas from
Bengal.

“There is a major disinfor-
mation campaign going around
that I drove the Tatas out of
Bengal after the Singur move-
ment … It was not me but the
CPI(M) which was responsible
for Tatas’ exit … they drove the
Tatas away from Bengal,”
Mamata  Banerjee said, adding
that her anti-land acquisition
movement post 2006 that final-
ly saw the Tatas leaving the
State was only to protect the
farmers from arbitrary State
action and not an act against
industrial investment.

“I had only taken up the
farmers’ cause as their lands
had been forcibly taken by the
CPI(M) government … I want-
ed industry as I want it now but
not by forceful acquisition of
land … we have set up indus-
try but there was no contro-
versy,” said the Chief Minister
leading the opposition parties
to hit back.

“We in Bengal make no
discrimination and we want all
the industrialists to come here,”

she said referring to the Tajpur
sea port project of the Adani
group. “I want massive employ-
ment opportunities in Bengal
and so every industrialist
including the Tatas are invited
here,” she said.

The Chief Minister’s state-
ment comes barely a few
months ahead of the panchay-
at elections and when her
Government was facing
alround criticism from the
opposition for what they allege
“running government of scam-
sters.”

“The world knows how
Mamata Banerjee the then
opposition leader had block-
aded a nationally highway for
several weeks … she carried
out a so-called fast … she even
went to the Supreme Court
after coming to power through
a false movement … and now
she is washing her hands off it
… she is a great liar,” said
CPI(M) MP and senior advo-
cate Bikash Ranjan
Bhattacharya.
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RSS leader Dattatreya
Hosabale on Wednesday

said religious conversion and
migration from Bangladesh
are causing “population imbal-
ance” and called for strict
implementation of anti-con-
version laws.

Addressing reporters after
a four-day all-India working
committee meeting of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
here, the RSS general secretary
said the organisation is trying
to create awareness on conver-
sions. He said as a result there
has been a favourable out-
come of “Ghar Wapsi” — the
Sangh Parivar effort to bring
back to the Hindu fold people
who converted to faiths like
Islam and Christianity.

He said the existing laws to
prevent religious conversion
need to be implemented strict-
ly. This was an apparent refer-
ence to laws in some states,
including Uttar Pradesh, that
prohibit conversion by force or
allurement, particularly
through marriage.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
too attended the meet in
Prayagraj from October 16 to

19. Hosabale claimed that after
conversion, infiltration was the
second biggest cause of “pop-
ulation imbalance."

“Population imbalance
caused by infiltration from
Bangladesh has been seen in
districts of north Bihar, includ-
ing Purnia and Katihar, and in
other states," he said at the press
conference in Gohania, 25 km
from the district headquar-
ters.

The RSS leader said those
who changed their religion
should not get the benefit of
reservation.

He referred to the com-
mittee formed under former
Chief Justice of India K G
Balakrishnan to examine
whether communities that
adopted other religions should
get the Scheduled Caste status.

Hosabale said the meeting
also discussed increasing the
participation of women in
social activities of the Hindu
community.
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The CBI on Wednesday said
it has arrested a BSF

Commandant (Medical) Dr
Karnail Singh, an accused in
the police Sub-Inspector
recruitment scam case of
Jammu and Kashmir, for
allegedly arranging leaked
question papers for his son
through a tout.

The arrested official was
posted at a Border Security
Force establishment at Paloura,
Jammu and is being produced
before the Chief Judicial
Magistrate, Jammu, officials
said.

“It was found during inves-
tigation that the said accused
entered into conspiracy with
touts and arranged leaked
question papers for his son
through a tout.  The question
paper was allegedly provided in
the early morning of 27.03.2022
at a house in Gangyal, Jammu.
It was also revealed that certain
candidates leaked question
papers at the residence of said
accused just few hours before

the examination,” the CBI said
in a statement.

It was further alleged that
the accused manipulated/tam-
pered with the log book of the
official vehicle in a deliberate
attempt to destroy evidence
and was also evasive through-
out during the investigation,
the agency said.

Investigation has revealed
that alleged payment of Rs 20-
Rs 30 lakh was made by will-
ing candidates and their fam-
ilies to the accused for access-
ing the question paper before
the examination began, it said.

The CBI had earlier arrest-
ed eight accused persons
including a constable of Jammu
and Kashmir Police, an official
of CRPF and a teacher of
Jammu and Kashmir
Government among others.
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The CPI(M) on Wednesday
asked the Election

Commission to scrap the
MoUs signed by Gujarat
Election Commissioner with
industrial  units to monitor
electoral participation of the
workforce and publish names
of those workers who would
not vote.  

In a letter to the Chief
Election Commissioner,
CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury said this is
outrageous and outright
unconstitutional. CITU gener-
al secretary Tapan Sen said that
EC must stop this MoU with
corporates which are meant to
defame those not participating
in voting. 

“We strongly feel that this

is nothing short of being out-
rageous. The EC has claimed
that it is an attempt to address
voter apathy, but the fact is that
the move to name and shame
those who do not vote is a coer-
cive step towards compulsory
voting. The report actually
quotes Gujarat Chief Electoral
Officer-“We have signed 233
MoUs (Memorandum of
Understanding) that will help
us enforce the guidelines of the
Election Commission. For the
first time in Gujarat, we will be

monitoring the electoral par-
ticipation of the workforce
belonging to 1,017 industrial
units.” 

“The current move by the
EC of involving corporates in
enforcing the right to vote as a
fundamental duty is outright
unconstitutional. Apart from
this it further involves the cor-
porates in the conduct of the
elections in an already contro-
versial background of anony-
mous corporate funding
through Electoral Bonds,” said
Yechury. 

CITU general secretary
Tapan Sen said ,“It is amply
clear that such MoU is not just
meant for addressing voter
apathy; the decision to identi-
fy, name and shame those not
casting their votes (among the
workers) tantamount to coer-
cion and victimization.”
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The Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, in col-

laboration with Ministry of
Home Affairs, on Wednesday
organised the 14th Tribal Youth
Exchange Programme for the
development of tribal youth in
New Delhi. Union Minister for
Youth Affairs and Sports
Anurag Singh Thakur attend-
ed the occasion along with offi-
cials from the Ministry.

Thakur said that the per-
formances and presentations by
the tribal youth were full of
confidence and energy. "I'm
happy that not only you have
participated in this programme
but also did a lot of research in
a right way and presented your
thoughts effectively," he added.

Thakur said, "PM Modi's
vision of ‘Ek Baharat Shrestha
Bharat’ must be taken forward.
We  plan to send our youth to
different villages at the border
and spend atleast a day there".

Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan has been organizing
Tribal Youth Exchange
Programme since 2006 for the

development and main stream-
ing of Tribal Youth in collabo-
ration and financial support
from Department of Left Wing
Extremism (LWE), Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of
India. During this financial
year 2022-23, 26 Tribal Youth
Exchange Programmes are
being organized by NYKS
across the country.

The aim of this  pro-
gramme is to sensitize tribal
youth to the rich cultural her-
itage of India and to enable

them to appreciate the concept
of unity in diversity, expose
them to development activities
and industrial advancement
and help emotional linkages
with their peer groups in the
country and enhance their self-
esteem. The duration of each
Tribal Youth exchange
Programme is of 7 days. 220
selected youth in the age group
of 18-22 years are participating
from Left Wing Extremist
affected districts of Sukma and
Rajnandgaon district.
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Uttar Pradesh State
Election Commission has

expedited the process of elec-
toral roll revision ahead of the
election to urban local bodies
in the State in November.

The UP State Election
Commission has directed the
District Magistrates to com-
plete the draft revised roll as
per the schedule announced
by the poll panel. It has fixed
October 31 as the date for the
publication of draft electoral
rolls after revision.

State Election
Commissioner Manoj Kumar
on Wednesday conducted
video conferencing with the
district  magistrates and
reviewed the progress of the
electoral roll revision work.

He asked the district magis-
trates to ensure that the final
rol ls are published on
November 18.

Kumar directed the dis-
trict magistrates to daily mon-
itor the progress of the roll
revision and ensure that not
even a single voter is left out
from inclusion in the rolls. He
also asked the district magis-
trates to ensure that no ineli-
gible voter’s name was added
in the rolls.

The poll panel will also
offer the facility of online
registration of voters from
November 1 and it will con-
tinue till November 4. The
poll panel has directed the dis-
trict magistrates to ensure
maximum publicity of the
online facility for the regis-
tration of new voters.
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Having taken cognisance of
a complaint made by the

former chief Mumbai
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) Sameer Wankhede,
National Commission of
Scheduled Castes (NCSC) has
decided to look the allegations
of “discrimination and harass-
ment” made against NCB’s
deputy Director-General
Gyaneshwar Singh by
Wankhede.

Acting on a representation
made by Wankhede against
Gyaneshwar Singh, the NCSC
on Tuesday decided to look
into the matter in pursuance of
powers vested with it under
Article 338 of the Constitution.

The ordering of an inquiry
came after Wankhede met
NCSC chairman and discussed
the matter in detail. “The
Commission observed that
there appears to be discrimi-
nation and harassment of the
petitioner (Wankhede), the
Commission decided that no
further action in the manner be
taken till the pendency of the
case in the Commission. This
is as per para 7.2 (a)(vii) of the
Rules of Procedure of the

Constitution,” In his report to
the Secretary of Ministry of
Home Affairs, Under-secre-
tary to the Government of
India Kishan Chand stated
that the Commission had fur-
ther asked Central Board of
Indirect Taxes & Customs
(CBIC) to submit all docu-
ments submitted by the Special
Inquiry team of the NCB
before the commission for its
perusal and examination.

Chand asked Singh to sub-
mit full facts and information
of the case to him within 15
days if the receipt o the notice
or in person.

Chand said that in case the
commission did not receive
reply from Singh within the
stipulated time, “the
Commission may excise the

powers of Civil courts may
exercise under Article 338 of
the Constitution of India and
issue summons for your
appearance in person by a rep-
resentative before the
Commission.

The development came
two the Mumbai district caste
certificate verification com-
mittee – which went into the
allegation that he used fake
caste certificate to join the
Indian Revenue Service (IRS)
–has given a clean chit to
Wankhede and his father
Dnyandev Wankhede. 

In an order passed on
August 13, the Mumbai district
caste certificate verification
committee ruled that Sameer
was not a Muslim by birth and
it has been proved that he

belonged to Mahar caste, which
is a Scheduled Caste (SC).

Rejecting all complaints
against the controversial IRS
officer and his father,  the
order stated that “it has not
been proved that Sameer and
his father Dnyandev Wankhede
had renounced Hinduism to
convert to Islam. It is proven
that Wankhede and his father
in law belong to the Scheduled
Caste that is Mahar-37.

The allegations questioning
the authenticity of the caste cer-
tificate used by Sameer
Wankhede to join IRS also
figure in the submissions made
by Maharashtra Minister
Nawab Malik in response to a
Rs 1.25 crore defamation suit
filed by Sameer’s father
Dhyandev against him.
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Sir — As India's digital payments ecosys-
tem continues to advance in technology
from cards to the internet and mobile
Banking to wallets, UPI, point of sale
(PoS), and now in tokenisation of online
card tokenisation merchants or retailers
a majority of which have been central to
this evolution for the uninitiated, tokeni-
sation is a simply about replacing card
details of a customer with an alternate
code known as token requestor entity
such as merchant accepting customers
request for tokenisation and sharing it
with the respective card networks like
Visa, Mastercard, etc, to issue the token.
Card networks have banks and customers
on the issuing side and banks and pay-
ment gateways or aggregators like CC
Avenue Bill desk on the acquiring side,
and they send it to the card networks.

Mithlesh Panwar | Ujjain
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Sir — Madhya Pradesh government has
introduced three textbooks of MBBS in
Hindi. The central government is seem-
ingly interested to make available med-
ical and engineering courses in Hindi
and regional languages. How higher edu-
cation in regional languages can be use-
ful to improve quality is anybody's
guess. There are umpteen studies that
attribute the low employability in engi-
neering graduates in India to the lack-
ing of communication skills and poor
English. The graduates are expected to
be made ready for international plat-
forms. The introduction of higher stud-
ies in various regional languages cannot
serve the cause.

Moreover, it would be a challenge to
provide the course material in Hindi and
other vernacular languages.  In India we
have a number of langauges and it
would be not easy to find parallel phras-
es and words in local languages. Another
challenge of course is the cost and
feasability of teaching a very technical
subject in classroom. The teachers read
it in English and so would not be com-
fortable in teaching it in Hindi besides

there would be a huge cost to translate
and make available various computer
programs etc. in local languages
Dr DVG Sankararao | Vizianagaram
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Sir — India has been ranked in the seri-
ous category in Global Hunger Index.
Assessments are done on assumptions.
India is around 7% proving that GHI is
a misnomer. These rankings are coun-
terintuitive as India is ranking 5th in the
world's economy but 107th in GHI. India
has shown improvement in child stunt-
ing and child mortality rate. Whereas
undernourishment and child wasting are
the indicators where India needs to work
like a dog. 

India is ranked below its neighbours
who are struggling to keep up with their
economies. But the faulty matrix is cre-
ating flawed narratives against India. A

robust and acceptable country-specific
methodology needs to be developed to
measure hunger on priority. Therefore,
the use of alternative approaches with the
help of NSSO should be considered to
evaluate hunger as it is a sensitive issue.

Tashi Baheti | Ujjain 
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The last paragraph in the article "Agniveer
is killing the regiment traditions" carried
on this page yesterday had inadvertently
missed a line. It should have read "…
Prime Minister Modi has in Nepali par-
liament praised Gorkhas for shedding their
blood for India's territorial integrity to
exempt the Gorkha regiments from
Agnipath. This is vital for India-Nepal rela-
tions." The error is regretted.
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SOUNDBITE

Apart from cold war pol-
itics, a glaring example of lack
of its full representative char-
acter has been India with over
1.40 billion population con-
stituting about twenty per
cent of the total world popu-
lation but with no permanent
representation in the securi-
ty council. This is despite the
fact that in June last year out
of 192 votes cast in the UN
General Assembly,184 coun-
tries voted in favour of India
for a two-year term of non-
permanent membership of
UN security council. In his
address to the 77th UN
General Assembly on 24th
September, External Affairs
Minister of India Jai Shankar
tore into this anomalous sit-
uation saying "reforming the
security council is needed
because it is currently
anachronistic and ineffective
and deeply unfair, denying
entire continents and regions
voice in the forum that delib-
erates their future". He called
for serious negotiations on
the matter to be decisively
addressed. He pointed out
that during these troubled
times the world must listen to
more voices of reason.

The dire need for UN
Security Council reforms and
restructuring the United
Nations is felt more strongly

all over the world even at the
grassroots level and in other
fora. Over two hundred civil
society groups have called for
a world citizens' initiative. We
the people campaign for a
UN world citizens initiative,
a joint initiative of
'Democracy without borders,
'Civicus, and democracy
international' has been plead-
ing for the same. 

Globalization has not
only brought the whole world
closer but also made it more
connected. There are now far
greater possibilities of and
awareness about the evolution
and development of human
civilization. This laudable
human endeavour requires
united action to face the
threats facing mankind. The
threats include pandemics,
stockpiles of nuclear weapons,
deadly biological weapons,
climate change, natural disas-
ters, terrorism, loss of control
over artificial intelligence,
serious imbalances in inter-
national trade in a globalised
world, influence, intelligence,
greed for power and a host of
other threats.

W o r l d - r e n o w n e d
Physicist Stephen Hawking
pleaded for the establish-
ment of some form of world
government as he apprehend-
ed that the aggressive

instincts of humans could
lead to the destruction of
humankind and hoped that
such a government could
prevent impending doom.
There is a greater realisation
all over the world now about
threats facing mankind.
While urgent reforms of the
UN security council is the
primary need of the time,
the fact that the world
requires a democratic glob-
al government and a world
parliament can no longer be
overlooked. After deeply
restructuring the present
world body, contours for
such an institution could be
laid for which member states
will have to shed some
shades of their sovereignty.
Challenges facing mankind
as also matters of economic
and financial governance
can be dealt with in a far bet-
ter way by a global parlia-
ment. Such an institution
will strengthen democracy,
justice, and equity through-
out the world and help in
curbing fundamentalist and
radical ideologies. Proper
attention to all threats facing
mankind could ensure the
safety of life on earth. 

(The writer is a retired IIS
Officer, and freelance jour-

nalist & producer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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While the world is
still struggling
to recover from
the worst
effects of the

Covid pandemic, the continuing
war in Ukraine has once more
demonstrated the inability of the
United Nations Organisation to
prevent the dangerous situa-
tions that confront the world at
one time or another. The war has
rather confirmed the ineffective-
ness of the UN Security Council
to prevent wars and conflicts. A
major factor responsible is the
lack of full representative char-
acter of the council. This calls for
urgent reforms to prevent wars,
particularly during present
unstable times with highly dis-
turbed geopolitical conditions. 

Tracing the history of insti-
tutions established to streamline
the ever-evolving geopolitical
development of the world, the
first enlightened attempt to pre-
vent wars was the establish-
ment of the League of Nations
in 1919 after World War I. But
its failure resulted in the Second
World War which ended only
after atom bombs were used.
This awoke the world to the
destructive potential of atomic
weapons even at that stage and
aided by a strong desire for
world peace, the present world
body United Nations
Organisation (UNO) was
formed after World War II
ended in 1945. Among the host
of other important functions, it
was mandated to prevent and
eliminate the recurrence of wars
through dialogue, discussion,
and diplomacy. 

The Organisation has been
beneficial to mankind in many
ways, but looking back at its
record during the last seventy-
seven years, there is not much to
feel proud about. Mostly because
of cold war politics and its fail-
ure to take bold united action,
It could not prevent local and
regional wars in the Korean
peninsula, Asia, Africa, and
even in Europe and Latin
America. It could not stop
Chinese aggression against India
in 1962 and the Cuban missile
crisis between the then Soviet
Union and the USA. 
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Mary Ziegler, the
American legal histo-
rian, who closely fol-

lows the abortion debate in the
US, in her latest book, ‘Dollars
for Life: The Anti-Abortion
Movement and the Fall of the
Republican Establishment’
said that the abortion aboli-
tionists considered the Roe
reversal as a major achieve-
ment, but their ultimate goal
is to achieve ‘a nationwide per-
sonhood protection to a fetus’.

Ziegler asserts that such a
move would slowly drift the
Republican Party and
American politics to new
extremes on the agenda of
MAGA/Christian rights. After
the SC’s June ruling, the vet-
eran Republican and the for-
mer Vice-President, Mike
Pence, called for ‘restoration of
the sanctity of life to the cen-

tre of American law in every
state’ and averred that ‘a
national abortion ban is a pro-
foundly more important issue
than any short-term politics’.

Many political analysts
fear that such a ‘call for restora-
tion’ hinged on the newly-
gained freedom to impose
forced birth may lead to a ‘cul-
ture war’ in the US. A politi-
cal-science professor at UCLA
has opined that ‘attitudes
about cultural change and
American identity have
already emerged as the prin-
cipal point of separation
between the parties’.

In the 2022 mid-terms,
many political analysts pre-
dicted ‘a big red wave’ in the
face of Biden’s lowering
approval ratings. However, in
the post-Dobbs scenario, ear-
lier predictions of sweeping

Republican gains have been
believed to be ‘tempered’. A
recent Pew Research Centre
poll revealed that the share of
voters who call abortion ‘very
important’ rose from 43 to 56
per cent between March and
August. A media tracker poll
(CBS News) disclosed that
more than 40 per cent of
likely voters would support
abortion rights, compared to
just 16 per cent, who would
oppose them, while, about 25
per cent of persuadable voters
have been ‘tilting toward
Democrats’. A recent opinion
poll (Monmouth University)
also found that nearly half the
voters prefer Democrats in
Congress, with 43 per cent
favouring Republicans.
Planned Parenthood, a non-
profit, has already announced
a record $50 million to elect

abortion rights supporters
across the country in
November, which, political
analysts claim, will ‘add to the
Democrats advantage’.

Besides, recent win in the
Upstate New York, a highly
competitive district, and also
the resounding rejection of a
constitutional amendment
that would have allowed state
lawmakers to further restrict
abortion access, in a
Republican stronghold like
Kansas, where only 26 per cent
of registered voters are
Democrats, are being consid-
ered as ‘early signs that
Democrats are likely to fare
better than expected in the fall’.

The GOP, on the other
hand, in a memo to the con-
testants in September, accept-
ed that ‘the vast majority of
voters disagree with the

Supreme Court’s decision’, and
urged them to ‘draw a contrast’
between their position on
abortion, which includes
exceptions for rape, incest
and life of the mother as
against a ‘Democrat’s stand
who supports abortion at any
time for any reason’.

Republicans, rather, want-
ed to fight out the midterms
on the issues of inflation,
crime, immigration, etc. But,
they have found it difficult to
avoid the topic since
Republican Sen. Lindsey O.
Graham introduced a bill in
September that would ban
abortions after 15 weeks of
pregnancy nationwide.

Many GOP strategists
consider ‘it is an absolute dis-
aster’, while some others
believe their best message is
‘leave it to the states’. House

Speaker Nancy Pelosi called
the bill the ‘latest, clearest
signal of extreme MAGA
Republicans’ intent to crimi-
nalise women’s health freedom
in all 50 states and arrest doc-
tors for providing basic care’.

In terms of voter’s regis-
tration also there was a back-
lash against the SC’s Dobbs
decision. In states where
abortion rights are under
threat, there is a significant
upsurge in under-25 registra-
tion, particularly among
young women, according to
political data analysts
(TargetSmart). The highest
gender gap in voter’s registra-
tion was observed in Kansas,
which recently faced a ballot
initiative on abortion restric-
tions. Almost in every state,
the number of the newly
registered under-25 voters

tende to be ‘even more
Democratic’.

In Pennsylvania, the
number of newly registered
women voters went up from
51 per cent to nearly 65 per
cent, while 62 per cent of
them signed up as
Democrats, which was early
this year only 46 per cent.

Now, as large turn outs of
people in Washington and
elsewhere in rallies across the
country carry protest signs
like ‘Abort the court’,
‘Abortion justice voter’, ‘My
body my choice’, etc., the
message is loud and clear that
voters are to back candi-
dates who support abortion
rights. Though mid-terms
typically don’t favour the
party in power, this year
Democrats definitely have
an edge.
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(The author is former
Director General,

Doordarshan, All India
Radio)
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The Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) is scheduled to meet at
Paris very soon, which among
other issues would be examin-
ing Pakistan’s yet another des-

perate effort to come out of the “grey list”
and be accepted as a normal civilised state.

Irrespective of the outcome of this
meeting over which the city-state of
Singapore would preside, there are a few
principles and basic facts, which the par-
ticipants representing the European
Union, the US, the UK and other coun-
tries should not ignore. Equally impor-
tant is their attitude in accepting the
stand taken by the Government of India,
after all, the people in India have been
the single largest victims of Pakistani ter-
rorism. Many countries in Europe,
notably England and France besides the
US, have had enough of battering from
Islamic terrorism, and very often, it has
Pakistani lineage.

The statement of Meenakshi Lekhi,
Minister of State for External Affairs—
“Pakistan is the global centre of terrorism
and continues to be the source of terror-
ist activities, including in India. Pakistan
continues to make no investment in
human development but provides their
resources for creating and sustaining
infrastructure of terrorism”—needs to be
taken seriously by all the participants
before they take any decision.

It is expected by all the peace loving
people, just not in India, that they are the
principal target of on-going Pakistani
sponsored terrorism. The so-called “infra-
structure” is merely one aspect in under-
standing the nature and magnitude of the
threat human civilization faces from
Pakistan and similar other “pious” nations
in pursuing their theologically sanc-
tioned “Holy Mission.”

Lekhi’s assessment is both timely and
apt. Countries like Pakistan, built and sus-
tained on blind hatred of “others” have
very different ideas on “human develop-
ment” It is devoid of humanism and the
finer aspects of human civilization, to put
it very mildly.

Let us face facts which are known to
many, but ignored by all those who mat-
ter most in fighting the battle against
Islamic terrorism, that Pakistan and var-
ious other nations have embraced, and
show no sign of any dilution in their
tenacity and commitment in pursuing that
agenda. From its very beginning, it was
common knowledge that the Pakistani
system is controlled by three “A”s – Allah,
America and Army. Given this back-
ground, Pakistan is bound to suffer and
lose out in the long-run. It is one of the
enigmas of contemporary history that
some of the most advanced democratic
nations in the world often prop up
Pakistan as an ally for very nebulous geo-
strategic advantages, and that also against
a democratic, liberal and civilized coun-
try like India!

India’s case suffers, because very often
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(The author is a Member
of the ICHR)

there is a studied reluctance to
accept the reality and the deeper
causes of this unending terrorism
which for the perpetrators is Jihad.
The problem in India is that the
“domain experts” –both in the area
studies departments in the univer-
sity system, and sometimes in the
North Bloc and South Bloc, are
engaged in finding out layers and
layers of meaning in distinguish-
ing between the “hawks” and
“doves” in the Pakistani state-sys-
tem. Such an analytical tool, how-
ever useful it could be in catego-
rizing other societies, miserably
fails in understanding countries
like Pakistan.

The Japanese have a term,
Kokutai, that means that certain
basic characteristics of a state-sys-
tem do not change despite the
changes in the complexion of a
government. It is time to realize
that Pakistan, China, Bangladesh
and many countries in our neigh-
bourhood would not suddenly
turn liberal and humane.

Sensitivity and fellow-feeling
develops over centuries, and soci-
eties which get cut off from those
life-sustaining spiritual-cultural
sources get deformed and stunted
like weeds in barren deserts.
Hence, any attempt to expect the
basic minimum of civilized behav-
ior from them is not only futile but
also dangerous. Sir Vidia had
vividly pointed out the many defi-
ciencies of such societies so bril-
liantly even while another Nobel
laureate Amartya Sen maintains
total ignorance on such matters!

While the Singapore meeting
would be looking at the various
ways, a terror-infrastructure is
considered innocuous or danger-
ous, the fact remains that there are

various other factors that define a
government and the dominant rul-
ing groups, and in Pakistan’s case,
it is entirely Sunni Muslim. We
cannot forget that it was a “consti-
tutionalist” and an English educat-
ed Shia, like Jinnah, who had
organised the “Direct Action” in
Calcutta on August 16, 1946, has-
tened the process of Partition, and
subsequently overseen the swift
and bloody elimination of the
minorities from Pakistan.

That takes us to the most
important component of the
Pakistani State-system-the merci-
less treatment of its non-Muslim
minorities—most of whom hap-
pen to be Hindus—the hated idol-
worshippers! They, along with
other non-Muslims also stigma-
tized as non-believers in Pakistan,
formed about 23 per cent of its
population at the time of parti-
tion/independence in 1947. Now,
they stand reduced to about two
per cent. They faced every form of
terrorization-forced abduction of
their women, and their forced
nikah with the Muslim abductors.
Cooked up “blasphemy” charges
against hapless Hindus and
Christians, and their inhuman
treatment, coupled with the gross
discrimination and denial, to
which they are subjected every day
is their tragic lot!

It is an unending list of heart-
breaking stories and there are
thousands and thousands of such
victims from Pakistan and
Bangladesh, who have found shel-
ter in India. The Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2019, as given by
Narendra Modi’s government, is
only meant to ensure citizenship
for these tragic victims of ethno-
religious cleansing.

If Pakistan very escapes often
effective ostracisation in the comi-
ty of nations, and India lose out,
it is also because of a malignant
virus in our body politic-well
placed in its political system,
media, academia, entertainment
industry and sports arena which
overlooks Pakistan’s crime-record
against humanity and weakens
India’s legitimate concerns besides
further jeopardizing its fear-strick-
en and dwindling kafir minorities.
It is time to neutralize them effec-
tively. Hence, the all-too familiar
sight of Indian cricket players
providing tips to their Pakistani
counterparts, and occasional news
of Track-2 or 3 or 4 diplomacy
(basically bogus and wasteful)
would have no impact on Pakistani
attitude regarding the sanctity of
an “Unbeliever’s” life, whether
within Pakistan and India.

It is high time that the demo-
cratic and civilized nations of the
world looked at Pakistan for what
it is. Its current status as a terror-
ist state or a “criminal enterprise”
a la Naipaul, or an “international
migraine” as described by
Madeleine Albright, a former US
Secretary of State, and more
recently, the description given by
US President Joe Biden, as “one of
the most dangerous nations in the
world” needs to be taken serious-
ly and remedial measures initiat-
ed. The sooner we can do it, the
better it is for humanity.

Despite a correct diagnosis,
this problem turns more menac-
ing when it is further strengthened
by gifting them squadrons and
squadrons of fighter aircraft, as
Washington recently did. Even a
child knows that these can be only
used against India.
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Russian forces launched
mass evacuations of civil-
ians Wednesday from one

of the first major cities they
seized in the invasion of Ukraine
- a tacit acknowledgement that
yet another stinging battlefield
defeat may be unfolding for
President Vladimir Putin.

Ukraine's stunning coun-
teroffensive appears to be bear-
ing down on Kherson, a south-
ern city of more than 250,000
people, with industries and a
major port on the Dnieper
River. The battle for the city is a
pivotal moment for both
Ukraine and Russia heading
into winter, when cold and dif-
ficult conditions could largely
freeze front lines until the spring
thaw.

In what could be another
sign that his invasion is not
going as planned, Putin ordered
martial law Wednesday in four
Ukrainian regions that Moscow
illegally annexed in recent weeks
and where Russian forces have
full or partial control. The
region surrounding Kherson
that bears the same name is
among them.

What had previously been a

trickle of evacuations from the
city in recent days was becom-
ing a flood. Residents could be
seen on Russian state television
crowding on the Dnieper's
banks, many with small chil-
dren, to cross by boats to the east
- and, from there, deeper into
Russian-controlled territory. 

Text messages warned res-
idents to expect shelling and said
buses were being prepared for
them to leave, Russian state
media reported. Leaflets told
evacuees that they could take the
weight equivalent of two large
suitcases, medicines and food for
a few days.

Moscow-backed authorities
have said evacuations from
occupied territories are volun-
tary. But in many cases, the only
routes out are to Russia.

“It's better to evacuate peo-
ple in case the fighting starts to
involve artillery shelling and
bombing of the city, and that's
what we are doing now,” said
Vladimir Saldo, the region's
Moscow-installed head.

Andriy Yermak, head of
the Ukrainian presidential office,
called the evacuation “a propa-
ganda show” and said Russia's
claims that Kyiv's forces might
shell Kherson were “a rather

primitive tactic, given that the
Armed Forces do not fire at
Ukrainian cities.”

Ukrainian forces have rolled
back Russian positions on the
river's west bank in recent weeks,
and the region's Moscow-
installed administrators now
appeared to be hoping that the
Dnieper's wide, deep waters
will act as a natural barrier
against those approaching forces.

In a rare acknowledgement
of the pressure that Kyiv's troops
are exerting on the ground,
Russia's new commander for
Ukraine on Tuesday described
the situation for Russian forces
in the Kherson region as “very
difficult.” Russian bloggers have
interpreted Gen. Sergei
Surovikin's comments as a
warning of a possible pullback
of Moscow's forces.

Kherson is one of four part-
ly or fully-occupied regions that
Russia illegally annexed last
month, in an effort - widely con-
demned and rejected by Western
nations - to cement its land-
grabs.

Putin's martial law order
extended to all four regions. He
also gave emergency extra pow-
ers to the heads of Russian
regions.

Putin didn't immediately
spell out the powers that martial
law would grant. But they could
include restrictions on travel and
public gatherings, tighter cen-
sorship and broader powers for
law enforcement agencies.

Proving incapable of hold-
ing all the territory his military
has seized and struggling with
manpower and equipment loss-
es, Putin has stepped up bom-
bardments from the air, with a
scorched-earth campaign tar-
geting Ukrainian power plants
and other key infrastructure.

Those tactics contrast with
the Kremlin's strategy in the
invasion's opening stages in
February, when Russian com-
manders had seemingly sought
to spare some utilities they per-
haps thought they might later
need. 

But after being routed from
around the capital, Kyiv, and
then pushed back in the south
and east by the ongoing
Ukrainian counteroffensive
launched in late summer, with
the backing of Western-supplied
weaponry, Moscow is now
increasingly resorting to target-
ing Ukraine's power plants and
other energy infrastructure,
threatening a miserable winter

for millions of Ukrainians. 
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy tweeted
Tuesday that nearly a third of the
country's power stations have
been destroyed since Oct. 10,
causing “massive blackouts”
nationwide.

Zelenskyy urged Ukrainians
to make “a very conscious”
effort to save power, speaking
before another night where sub-
stations and other infrastructure
were pounded.

Shelling knocked out power
and water in some parts of
Enerhodar, Mayor Dmytro
Orlov said. The southern city is
next to the Zaporizhzhia
Nuclear Power Plant, which is
one of the most worrisome
flashpoints of the nearly eight-
month invasion. 

Missiles severely damaged
an energy facility in the region
of Kryvyi Rih, a city in south-
central Ukraine, the regional
governor reported. He said the
strike cut power to villages,
towns and to one city district.

Western nations have
promised more air-defense sys-
tems to help Ukraine counter the
aerial assault that is testing the
resilience Ukrainians have
shown since Moscow invaded. 

A newly arrived German-
supplied air defense system has
been deployed and is perform-
ing well against the Russian
strikes, Zelenskyy said.

He thanked Ukrainian sol-
diers who shot down missiles
and Iranian-made drones that
have targeted energy facilities. 

Iran has denied supplying
drones to Russia, even though
the ones now used to strike
Ukrainian targets have been
identified by Ukraine and
Western nations as Shahed
drones, a comparatively cheap,
unmanned aircraft that Iranian
armament facilities make in
large numbers. 

Across Ukraine, Russian
strikes killed at least six civilians
and wounded 16 in the latest 24
hour-period, the president's
office said Wednesday. It said
Russian forces attacked nine
southeastern regions of Ukraine
using drones, rockets and heavy
artillery, focusing on energy
facilities.

Four cities were attacked
around the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
plant, the largest in Europe,
with residential buildings dam-
aged. In Enerhodar, where plant
workers live, electricity and
water was partially lost.
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Russian missile strikes and
shelling of energy utilities left

more Ukrainian villages, towns
and parts of two cities without
power on Wednesday, authori-
ties said, tightening an energy
squeeze that threatens misery for
millions in winter.

A nearly two-week barrage
of Russian attacks with missiles,
self-destructing explosive drones
and other weaponry on
Ukraine's critical infrastructure
comes as Russian forces are
being forced back on the
ground.

In Kherson, among the first
Ukrainian cities seized by
Russian forces in the February
invasion, Moscow-installed
authorities are bracing for a
Ukrainian assault to take it
back, telling residents to expect
shelling and to evacuate.

Text messages on
Wednesday urged people to
leave the southern city, Russia's
state news agency RIA Novosti
reported.

Moscow-backed authorities
have said evacuations from
occupied territories are volun-
tary. But in many cases, the only
routes out for evacuees are to
Russia.

In a rare acknowledgement
of the pressure that Ukrainian
troops are exerting on the
ground, Russia's new invasion
commander, Gen. Sergei
Surovikin, on Tuesday described
the situation for Russian forces
in the Kherson region as “very
difficult”.

Kherson is one of four part-
ly or fully-occupied regions that
Russia illegally annexed last
month, in an effort — widely

condemned and rejected by
Western nations — to cement its
land-grabs.

Proving incapable of hold-
ing all the territory it seized and
struggling with manpower and
equipment losses, Russia has
stepped up bombardments from
the air.

The scorched-earth cam-
paign targeting Ukrainian power
plants and other key infrastruc-
ture contrasts with Kremlin tac-
tics in the invasion's opening
stage, when Russian comman-
ders had seemingly sought to
spare some utilities they perhaps
thought they might later need,
had they not been beaten back.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy tweeted
on Tuesday that nearly a third of
Ukraine's power stations have
been destroyed since October
10, causing “massive blackouts”
nationwide.

Later on Tuesday, in his
nightly video address, Zelenskyy
urged Ukrainians to make “a
very conscious” effort to save

power, speaking before another
night where substations and
other infrastructure were
pounded. Zelenskyy said switch-
ing off appliances and doing
other things to save power dur-
ing hours of peak consumption
help “the entire country”.

Shelling knocked out power
and water in some parts of
Enerhodar, Mayor Dmytro
Orlov said. The southern city is
next to the Zaporizhzhia
Nuclear Power Plant, which is
one of the most worrisome
flashpoints of the nearly eight-
month invasion.

Missiles severely damaged
an energy facility in the region
of Kryvyi Rih, a city in south-
central Ukraine, the regional
governor reported. He said the
strike cut power to villages,
towns and to one city district.

Western nations have
promised more air-defence sys-
tems to help Ukraine counter the
aerial assault that is testing the
resilience Ukrainians have
shown since Moscow invaded.

A newly arrived German-
supplied air defence system has
been deployed and is perform-
ing well against the Russian
strikes, Zelenskyy said in his
nightly video address.

He thanked Ukrainian sol-
diers who shot down missiles
and Iranian-made drones that
were targeted at energy facilities.

Across Ukraine, Russian
strikes killed at least six civilians
and wounded 16 in the latest 24
hour-period, the president's
office said on Wednesday. It said
Russian forces attacked nine
southeastern regions of Ukraine
using drones, rockets and heavy
artillery, focusing on energy
facilities.

Four cities were attacked
around the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
plant, the largest in Europe,
with residential buildings dam-
aged and, in Enerhodar, where
plant workers live, electricity and
water partially lost.

In the eastern Donetsk
region, there was also continued
fighting for the city of Bakhmut.
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The Iranian-made drones that
Russia sent slamming into

central Kyiv this week have
complicated Israel's balancing
act between Russia and the
West.

Israel has stayed largely on
the sidelines since Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine last February so
as not to damage its strategic
relationship with the Kremlin.
Although Israel has sent human-
itarian aid to Ukraine, it has
refused Kyiv's frequent requests
to send air defense systems and
other military equipment and
refrained from enforcing strict
economic sanctions on Russia
and the many Russian-Jewish
oligarchs who have second
homes in Israel.

But with news of Moscow's
deepening ties with Tehran,
Israel's sworn foe, pressure is
growing on Israel to back
Ukraine in the grinding war.
Israel has long fought a shadowy
war with Iran across the Middle
East by land, sea and air.

Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, a
military spokesman, said the sui-
cide drone attack in Ukraine had
raised new concerns in Israel.

“We're looking at it closely
and thinking about how these

can be used by the Iranians
toward Israeli population cen-
ters,” he said.

The debate burst into the
open on Monday, as an Israeli
Cabinet minister called on the
government to take Ukraine's
side. Iran and its proxies in
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen
have threatened Israel with the
same delta-shaped, low-flying
Shahed drones now exploding in
Kyiv. The Iranian government
has denied providing Moscow
with the drones, but American
officials say it has been doing so
since August.

“There is no longer any
doubt where Israel should stand
in this bloody conflict,”

Nachman Shai, Israel's minister
of diaspora affairs, wrote on
Twitter. “The time has come for
Ukraine to receive military aid
as well, just as the USA and
NATO countries provide.”

His comments set off a
storm in Russia. Former Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev
said on Telegram that providing
military aid to Ukraine would be
"a very reckless move” by Israel.

“It will destroy all interstate
relations between our coun-
tries,” he wrote.

But Shai doubled down on
Tuesday, while stressing his view
did not reflect the government's
official stance. 

“We in Israel have a lot of

experience in protecting our
civilian population over 30 years.
We've been attacked by missiles
from Iraq and rockets from
Lebanon and Gaza,” Shai, a for-
mer military spokesman, told
The Associated Press. “I'm
speaking about defense equip-
ment to protect Ukraine's civil-
ian population.”

The Israeli prime minister's
office and Defense Ministry
both declined to comment. 

For years, Russia and Israel
have enjoyed good working
relations and closely coordinat-
ed to avoid run-ins in the skies
over Syria, Israel's northeastern
neighbor, where Russian air
power has propped up embat-
tled President Bashar Assad.
Russia has let Israeli jets bomb
Iran-linked targets said to be
weapons caches destined for
Israel's enemies.

Israel has also been keen to
stay neutral in the war over con-
cern for the safety of the large
Jewish community in Russia.
Israel frets about renewed anti-
semitic attacks in the country,
with its long history of anti-
Jewish pogroms under Russian
czars and purges in the Soviet
era. Over 1 million of Israel's 9.2
million citizens have roots in the
former Soviet Union.
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Former Premier Silvio
Berlusconi, who has a long-

time friendship with Vladimir
Putin, has been caught on audio-
tape boasting that he had recent-
ly reconnected with the Russian
president and exchanged gifts of
vodka, wine and “sweet” letters.

Italy's LaPresse news agency
published what it said were
comments by Berlusconi, 86, to
his center-right Forza Italia law-
makers during a meeting this
week in the lower Chamber of
Deputies. 

“I have reconnected with
President Putin,” Berlusconi
was heard saying. “He sent me
20 bottles of vodka and a real-
ly sweet letter. I responded with
20 bottles of Lambrusco (a
sparkling red wine) and a sim-
ilarly sweet letter.” The occasion
was Berlusconi's 86th birthday
on Sept. 29, LaPresse said, four
days after the right won the
most votes in Italy's national
election.

The comments made front-
page news as Italy's conservative
coalition headed by Giorgia
Meloni, who has strongly backed

Ukraine in Russia's war, is divvy-
ing Cabinet posts ahead of for-
mal consultations this week to
form a new government. Forza
Italia, the junior member of the
coalition, is gunning for the for-
eign ministry, among other
ministries.

In the audiotape, Berlusconi
also again seemed to defend
Moscow's position in the war,
relaying to his lawmakers that

Russian officials have repeated-
ly said the West is at war with
Russia “because we're giving
Ukraine weapons and financ-
ing.”

It's not the first time
Berlusconi has seemingly
defended Putin. Late in the
campaign, he seemed to justify
Russia's invasion by saying Putin
was forced into it by pro-
Moscow separatists in the

Donbas region of eastern
Ukraine.

“The troops were supposed
to enter, reach Kyiv within a
week, replace Zelensky's gov-
ernment with decent people
and then leave,” Berlusconi told
his favorite late-night talk show
host on Sept. 22. Later he back-
tracked, saying his words had
been “oversimplified.”

Berlusconi's office similar-

ly tried to deny his audiotape
comments about the birthday
vodka. In a statement Tuesday,
his office insisted that he hadn't
restarted relations with Putin
and that Berlusconi “told an old
story to lawmakers about a
episode that occurred years
ago.” 

Berlusconi has a long,
friendly history with Putin: He
has entertained the Russian
leader at his Sardinian villa and
even visited Crimea with Putin
in 2014 after the Russian leader
annexed the peninsula from
Ukraine.

Berlusconi's latest com-
ments are likely to complicate
relations with Meloni, who is
expected to be tapped to become
Italy's next premier. Meloni's far-
right credentials and past
euroskeptic views have raised
eyebrows in some European
capitals, but she has staunchly
supported NATO and Ukraine
in the war. 

Already relations between
the two soured over Berlusconi's
insistence on placing a loyalist in
her Cabinet and over Forza
Italia's refusal to vote for her can-
didate for Senate president.
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Former President Donald
Trump is scheduled to answer

questions under oath on
Wednesday in a lawsuit filed by
E. Jean Carroll, a magazine
columnist who says the
Republican raped her in the mid-
1990s in a department store
dressing room. The deposition
— if it takes place as planned —
will give Carroll's lawyers a
chance to interrogate Trump
about the assault allegations as
well as statements he made in
2019 when she told her story
publicly for the first time.

Trump says Carroll's rape
allegation is “a hoax and a lie.”

His legal team worked for
years to delay his deposition in
the lawsuit, which was filed
when he was still president. A
federal judge last week rejected
Trump's request for another
delay, saying he couldn't “run the
clock out on plaintiff 's attempt
to gain a remedy for what
allegedly was a serious wrong.”

Details of where, when and
how Trump was to be questioned
haven't been revealed by either
his lawyers or Carroll's. Only the
date has been revealed in court
filings.

Trump still appeared to be in
Florida as of Wednesday morn-
ing. Carroll was to have been
questioned by Trump's lawyers
last Friday. Neither her attorneys
and nor Trump's have respond-
ed to questions about how that
deposition went. Anything
Trump says during his deposi-
tion could potentially be used as
evidence in an upcoming civil
trial. He hasn't faced any crimi-
nal charges related to Carroll's
allegations and any prosecution
is unlikely. The deadline for
criminal charges over sexual
assaults that occurred in the
1990s has long expired.

Similar legal deadlines also
applied to civil lawsuits over sex-
ual assault. As a result, Carroll
chose to sue Trump for defama-
tion over comments he made in
2019 when he denied any wrong-
doing. She maintains his denials
and attacks on her credibility and
character damaged her reputa-
tion. However, New York law-
makers recently gave survivors of
sexual violence a one-year win-
dow to sue their attackers over
old assaults. Carroll's lawyer has
told the court she intends to file
such a suit against Trump after
that window opens in late
November.
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Manila: Philippine officials say
they have shut down at least
214 illegal Chinese offshore
gambling operations and
deported the first six of nearly
400 Chinese workers who have
been detained under a renewed
crackdown.
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Indian-origin British Home
Secretary Suella Braverman

resigned on Wednesday after a
"mistake" in using her private
email for ministerial communi-
cation in London.

Braverman was only
appointed Home Secretary 43
days ago when British Prime
Minister Liz Truss took charge at
10 Downing Street. Her exit fol-
lowed a face-to-face meeting
with Truss earlier on Wednesday
and posted her resignation let-
ter on her Twitter handle. "I have
made a mistake; I accept respon-
sibility; I resign," the 42-year-old
barrister said.

Braverman said she "sent an
official document from my per-
sonal email to a trusted parlia-
mentary colleague... As you
know, the document was a draft
Written Ministerial Statement
about migration, due for publi-
cation imminently".
"Nevertheless it is right for me to
go. As soon as I realised my mis-
take, I rapidly reported this on
official channels, and informed
the Cabinet Secretary," she said.

In remarks that will deal a
further blow to her boss Liz
Truss, she noted that "we are
going through a tumultuous
time... I have concerns about the
direction of this government".
"Not only have we broken key
pledges that were promised to
our voters, but I have had seri-
ous concerns about this govern-
ment's commitment to honour-
ing manifesto commitments,
such as reducing overall migra-
tion numbers and stopping ille-
gal migration.
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Abombing on Wednesday
near the front gate of

Myanmar's main prison for
political detainees killed at least
eight people, including visitors
and prison personnel, local
media and the government
said.

Five people who were deliv-
ering parcels to prisoners and
three prison staff were killed
when two bombs exploded
around 9:40 a.M., News of
Myanmar, an online news ser-
vice sympathetic to the coun-
try's military government,
reported on the Telegram social
media platform. The blasts
occurred inside and outside of
the parcel reception office near
the main iron gate of Insein
Prison in Yangon, the country's
biggest city.

The military's information
office confirmed in a statement
that five visitors, including a 10-
year-old girl, and three prison
staff were killed, and that an
unexploded bomb had also
been found in a parcel. It said
13 visitors, including a 9-year-
old boy, and five prison per-
sonnel were being treated for
injuries at Insein township hos-
pital. The prison has been noto-
rious for decades for holding
political prisoners under vari-
ous military governments.
Families of prisoners are
allowed to bring parcels with
items such as food, clothing and
medicine. 

Several resistance groups
engaged in struggle against the
military government, including
the Yangon Revolution Force,
Yangon Urban Guerrillas and
the General Strike Committee,
quickly released statements
condemning the attacks for
hurting civilians.

However, a little-known
anti-government group later
posted a statement on Telegram
saying it had carried out the
attack. 
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The slaying of a 12-year-old
girl whose body was found

inside a plastic box in a Paris
building courtyard has left
France “profoundly shaken,”
the French government's
spokesperson said Wednesday. 

A 24-year-old woman who
was arrested Saturday in a
northeastern suburb of the
capital is in custody on charges
of murder and rape of a minor,
torture, acts of barbarity and
concealment of a corpse, the
Paris state prosecutor said
Monday. A 43-year-old man is
also in custody, charged with
helping to hide the girl's body,
according to a prosecutors'
statement.

The killing of the girl,
identified in the French media
only as Lola, has sparked a
vicious political debate after

reports emerged identifying
the main suspect as an immi-
grant who remained in the
country despite a deportation
order. 

An autopsy showed the
girl died of “cardiorespiratory
failure with signs of asphyxia
and cervical compression,”
Paris prosecutors said. The
coroner's report also cited

wounds to her face, back and
neck and injuries consistent
with sexual assault, the prose-
cutor's statement said. 

A judicial investigation is
underway to determine the
motive for the killing and a
timeline of events that led to
the girl's death on Friday and
the discovery of her body that
night in the courtyard of the
building where she lived with
her family. 

“We are profoundly shak-
en, faced with the horror and
the pain,” French government
spokesman Olivier Veran said
during a media briefing. 

The girl's father reported
his daughter missing Friday
afternoon after she failed to
return home from school. He
works as a concierge in the
building and used security
camera footage to retrace the
girl's movements.
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British Prime Minister Liz Truss
described herself as “a fighter and

not a quitter” Wednesday as she
faced down a hostile opposition and
fury from her own Conservative
Party over her botched economic
plan.

Truss attended her first session of
Prime Minister's Questions since
newly appointed Treasury chief
Jeremy Hunt ripped up the tax-cut-
ting package unveiled by her new gov-
ernment less than a month ago. She
apologized to Parliament and admit-
ted she made mistakes during her
short tenure as the U.K.'s head of gov-
ernment. 

Some lawmakers shouted

“Resign!” as she spoke. 
Asked by the opposition Labour

Party's leader, Keir Starmer, “Why is
she still here?” Truss retorted: “I am
a fighter and not a quitter. I have acted
in the national interest to make sure
that we have economic stability.”

A package of unfunded tax cuts
Truss' government announced Sept.
23 sparked turmoil on financial mar-
kets, hammered the value of the
pound and increased the cost of
U.K. Government borrowing. The
Bank of England was forced to inter-
vene to prevent the crisis spreading
to the wider economy and putting
pensions at risk.

Under intense political and eco-
nomic pressure, Truss last week fired
her ally Kwasi Kwarteng as Treasury

chief, replacing him with Cabinet vet-
eran Hunt. On Monday Hunt
scrapped almost all of Truss' tax cuts,
along with her flagship energy poli-

cy and her promise of no public
spending cuts. He said the govern-
ment will need to save billions of
pounds and there are “many difficult
decisions” to be made before he sets
out a medium-term fiscal plan on
Oct. 31.

Foreign Secretary James Cleverly
urged Conservatives to give Truss
another chance, saying “mistakes
happen."

“What you've got to do is recog-
nize when they've happened and
have humility to make changes when
you see things didn't go right,” he said.

Official figures released
Wednesday showed U.K. Inflation
rose to 10.1% in September, return-
ing to a 40-year high first hit in July,
as the soaring cost of food squeezed

household budgets. While inflation is
high around the world - driven up by
Russia's invasion of Ukraine and its
effect energy supplies - polls show
most Britons blame the government
for the country's economic pain.

With opinion polls giving the
Labour Party a large and growing
lead, many Conservatives now believe
their only hope of avoiding electoral
oblivion is to replace Truss. But she
insists she is not stepping down, and
legislators are divided about how to
get rid of her.

Truss faces another test in
Parliament later when lawmakers
vote on an opposition Labour Party
motion seeking to ban fracking for
shale gas — a policy Truss recently
greenlit.
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Experimental Ebola vaccines
will be deployed in Uganda

in about "two weeks,” a World
Health Organization official said
Wednesday, as the East African
country carried out tough pre-
ventive measures that include a
lockdown in the Ebola-hit areas. 

Potentially hundreds of
thousands of trial vaccine doses
will buttress a response effort
that still must focus on tracing
Ebola contacts and community
engagement, Dr Yonas Tegegn
Woldemariam, the WHO rep-
resentative in Uganda, told The
Associated Press. 

“We are getting closer and
closer to deploying vaccines,” he
said. “This is a study. This is just
another tool that we are going to
try.”

Vaccines developed by the
U.S.-based Sabin Vaccine
Institute and Oxford University
“are ready to be shipped” to
Uganda, which is finalising pro-
tocols for the study before the
National Drug Authority issues
import permits, he said. 

The Sudan strain of Ebola,

for which there's no proven
vaccine, is circulating in Uganda.
Ebola, which manifests as a
viral hemorrhagic fever, has
infected at least 60 people and
killed 24. The official figures
don't include people who likely
died of Ebola before the out-
break was confirmed. Victims
include five health workers. 

The Oxford vaccine is being
produced by the Serum Institute
of India, which has indicated it
can eventually make hundreds
of thousands of doses available,
according to Yonas, who is
closely following Uganda's Ebola

response. Uganda declared an
outbreak of Ebola on Sept. 20,
several days after the contagious
disease began spreading in a
rural farming community. A
lockdown and nighttime curfew
measures are now in place in the
outbreak's epicenter, about 150
kilometers (90 miles) west of the
capital, Kampala.

Ebola is spread by contact
with bodily fluids of an infect-
ed person or contaminated
materials. Symptoms include
fever, vomiting, diarrhea, mus-
cle pain and at times internal
and external bleeding.
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Sri Lanka's Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed author-

ities to issue summons to oust-
ed president Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to appear in court
over the disappearances of two
activists in 2011 as he has now
been stripped of constitutional
immunity.

Rajapaksa, 73, will now be
required to give evidence in the
case filed on the disappearance
of two rights activists Lalith
Weeraraj and Kugan
Murugananthan in the northern
district of Jaffna.

The disappearances took
place 12 years ago soon after the
end of the country's long civil
war when Rajapaksa was a
powerful official at the Defence
Ministry under the presidency
of his elder brother, Mahinda
Rajapaksa.

At the time, Gotabaya
Rajapaksa was accused of over-
seeing abduction squads that

whisked away rebel suspects,
critical journalists and activists,
many of them never to be seen
again. He has previously denied
any wrongdoing.

When Rajapaksa was orig-
inally summoned to appear in
court in 2018, he petitioned the
Court of Appeal claiming his life
would be under threat if he were
to travel to Jaffna to appear in

court.
The Appeal Court later

ruled that Rajapaksa cannot be
summoned to court as he had
been elected President by then
and enjoyed legal immunity as
the President of the country.

As Rajapaksa has now lost
his constitutional immunity,
the apex court decided to issue
summons to him to make an

appearance on December 15
when the case would be heard.
Rajapaksa was ousted in the
popular uprising against him for
his mishandling of the island
nation's worst economic crisis.

He fled to the Maldives
mid-July and announced his
resignation from Singapore. In
early September he returned to
the country from Thailand. 
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North Korea fired about 100
more artillery shells toward

the sea Wednesday in response
to South Korean live-firing
drills at border areas as the
rivals accuse each other of dial-
ing up tensions on the Korean
Peninsula with weapons tests. 

The drills conducted by
both sides come amid height-
ened animosities over recent
North Korean missile tests that
it calls simulated nuclear attacks
on South Korean and U.S.
Targets.

South Korea's military
detected the artillery being
fired from a western North
Korean coastal town, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in a state-
ment. On Tuesday night, North
Korea fired about 100 shells off
its west coast and 150 rounds
off its east coast, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff said earlier.

Both days, the North
Korean shells landed in the
northern parts of the maritime
buffer zones the two Koreas cre-
ated off their eastern and west-
ern coasts as part of agreements
they made in 2018 to reduce

tensions, according to the
South's Joint Chiefs of Staff.

North Korea also fired
hundreds of shells at the buffer
zones last Friday, in its most sig-
nificant direct violation of the
2018 agreement. 

North Korea's military said
the launches were a warning
against what it called provoca-
tive South Korean artillery fir-
ing drills along the border ear-
lier this week. 

“Our army strongly warns
the enemy forces to immedi-
ately stop the highly irritating
provocative act in the frontline
areas,” an unidentified
spokesperson at the General
Staff of the North's Korean
People's Army said in a state-
ment Wednesday. 
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Two teenage Hindu girls have allegedly been
abducted in Pakistan's Sindh province, prompt-

ing their mother to stage a protest on Wednesday
after police purportedly refused to register an FIR
about the incident, which is the latest in a string
of such atrocities against members of the minor-
ity community in the country. The mother
claimed the incident occurred last week in the Salah
Pat area near Sukkur when they were returning
home.

She said that three men forcibly took away her
daughters -who are 17 and 18 years old - and also
pushed and hit her when she tried to stop them.
The helpless mother on Wednesday protested
against the refusal of the police to register a first
information report about the incident. “I have
named the masked men who abducted my
daughters but the police are doing nothing. I appeal
to the court to do something and give me back my

daughters,” she said.
The abduction and forcible conversion of

young Hindu girls have become a major problem
in the interior of Sindh province which has a large
Hindu population in Thar, Umerkot, Mirpurkhas,
Ghotki and Khairpur areas. Most of the Hindu
community members are labourers. Pakistan's
Sindh government this month ordered a high-level
probe into reports of the abduction of a 14-year-
old Hindu girl from the city of Hyderabad in Sindh
province. Last month, a woman and two teenage
girls belonging to the Hindu community were kid-
napped with two of them forcibly converted to
Islam and married to Muslim men.

On July 16, 2019, the issue of abducting and
forcibly converting Hindu girls in various districts
of Sindh province was taken up in the Sindh
Assembly, where a resolution was debated and
unanimously passed after it was modified over
objections of certain lawmakers that it should not
be restricted to Hindu girls only.
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Acomplex of giant tents built
on an island is set to open

Wednesday as New York City's
latest temporary shelter for an
influx of international migrants
being bused into the city by
southern border states.

The humanitarian relief
center on Randall's Island is
intended to be a temporary
waystation for single, adult
men — many from Venezuela
— who have been arriving
several times per week on
buses chartered predominant-
ly from Texas. 

Spartan and utilitarian, the
tents include cots for up to 500
people, laundry facilities, a
dining hall and phones for
residents to make internation-
al calls. The city's plan is to
bring single men to the facili-
ty once they arrive at the main
Manhattan bus terminal and to
house them there for a period
of days while determining next
steps, officials said. Families
with children are being housed
in a hotel. 

“We needed a different
type of operation that gave us
the time and space to welcome
people, provide them a warm
meal shower, a place to sleep,
to understand their medical
needs, to really then work with
them to figure out what their
next step is going to be,” said
Emergency Management
Commissioner Zach Iscol.

The white, plastic-walled
tents also include a space where
migrants can meet with case
workers to determine their

next steps, as well as a recre-
ational room with televisions,
video games and board games.
In the sleeping area, row upon
row of green cots stretch out,
each one with a pillow, some
sheets and a blanket, and some
towels. The city said it will be
able to double the sleeping
capacity of the tents, if needed.

In recent months, New
York City has seen an unex-
pected increase in migrants
seeking asylum in the United
States who have been sent to
the city from other states
including Texas and Arizona.
The influx has put a strain on
the city's shelter system, lead-
ing officials to look for other
places to house people and
proposing the temporary tent
facilities. New York City's
homeless shelter system is now
bursting with more than 63,300
residents.

While there are fewer
families in the shelters now
than there were in the years
before the pandemic, the num-
ber of single men has soared
since the spring, largely because

of the influx of migrants. There
were more than 20,000 single
adults in the shelter system
Monday, up 23 per cent from
the nightly average in July.

Mayor Eric Adams
declared a state of emergency
earlier this month, calling the
increased demand being put on
the city “not sustainable.”

The tents were initially
planned for a far-off corner of
the Bronx, but were moved
after concerns about flooding
and criticism from immigrant
advocates over the remote loca-
tion. Iscol said the Randall's
Island location was safe from
flooding.

Advocates remain con-
cerned even with the new loca-
tion, questioning what condi-
tions migrants will be kept in,
and whether the support they
get will be adequate.

Randall's Island is located
in the waters between the
Bronx, Manhattan and Queens.
Five bridges connect it to the
three boroughs, and the city's
subway system is a bus ride or
walk away.
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A75-year-old New York City
man pleaded guilty to

manslaughter in the 1976
killing of a World War I veter-
an whose dismembered
remains were found in 2019.

Martin Motta's guilty plea
on Tuesday in the death of
George Seitz represented the
first successful use of genetic
genealogy by any of the city's
prosecutors, Queens District
Attorney Melinda Katz said.

Seitz had been a customer
at the Queens barbershop
where Motta worked.

“No matter how much time
has passed, we will use every
tool at our disposal to achieve
justice,” Katz said in a news
release.
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General Insurance Emplo-
yees' All India Association

(GIEAIA) has expressed its
reservation about linking pay
to performance and demand-
ed the merger of all four pub-
lic sector general insurance
companies.

Linking wage revision for
the wages from 2022 with the
performance of the individual
and the company is contrary to
the practice in any PSU, central
or state government, the GIEA-
IA said in a statement.

This action, if implement-
ed, shall lead to encourage
privatization in the name of key
performance indicator (KPI),
GIEAIA general secretary
Trilok Singh said.

The most unfortunate part
is that today Department of
Financial Services (DFS) offi-
cials are not addressing the real
and serious issue to provide
level -playing field to the pub-

lic sector general insurance
companies (PSGICs), he said.

The DFS has failed to con-
trol the unethical practices of
the private players in the insur-
ance sector, he added.

The union wants the gov-
ernment to undertake an
immediate merger of all four
PSGICs into a single mono-
lithic corporation in line with
LIC in the best interest of the
policyholders, employees and
the citizens at large.

The union was also not
happy with the 12.05 per cent
wage hike after five years wait.

Last week, the Finance
Ministry notified an average 12
per cent wage hike for employ-
ees of four public sector general
insurance companies effective
from August 2017.

It is a matter of serious con-
cern that the public sector
general insurance companies
who gave handsome profits
and dividends for the years
from 2012 to 2017 and suc-
cessfully implemented various
Government Social Security
Schemes like Ayushman
Bharat, Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana, Corona Kawach
policy, are not given proper
wage hike.

The PSGIs during the peri-
od of 2012 to 2017 contributed
more than Rs 10,000 crore as
dividends to the government,
it claimed. 

���� ��������	�

Adani Group, which missed
the date for the launch of an

open offer to buy an additional
26 per cent stake in NDTV, on
Wednesday said it is committed
to completing the process and
has asked SEBI to provide com-
ments on its draft open offer let-
ter.

The conglomerate, run by
India's richest man Gautam
Adani, in August acquired a lit-
tle-known company that lent
over Rs 400 crore to NDTV's
founders more than a decade
ago in exchange for warrants
that allowed the company to
acquire a stake of 29.18 per cent
in the news group at any time.

Post that, Vishvapradhan
Commercial Pvt Ltd (VCPL) -
the firm that Adani group
bought out - announced that it
would on October 17 launch an
open offer to buy an additional
26 per cent stake from minori-
ty shareholdres of NDTV. 

In a stock exchange filing,
Adani Enterprises Ltd said
VCPL has urged SEBI "to pro-
vide its observations on the
Draft Letter of Offer filed in rela-
tion to the Open Offer, in accor-
dance with the SEBI (SAST)
Regulations."

VCPL along with AMG
Media Networks and Adani
Enterprises Ltd had proposed to
acquire an additional 26 per cent
or 1.67 crore equity shares at an
offer price of Rs 294 per share.

NDTV shares closed at Rs
332.90 apiece on the BSE on
Wednesday, a 13 per cent pre-
mium to open offer price of Rs
294 per share.

"The decision to acquire
NDTV was arrived at in fur-
therance of the Adani Group's
objective to set up a credible next
generation media platform with
emphasis on digital and broad-
cast segments, and that NDTV
is a suitable broadcast and dig-
ital platform to deliver on this
vision," the filing said.
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Jindal Steel and Power (JSP) has
signed an agreement with clean

energy player Greenko for the sup-
ply of 1,000-MW green power.

As part of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), Greenko
will supply the clean power for its
steel making operations at Angul,
Odisha, JSP said in a statement.

"The move aimed at reducing
CO2 emissions in line with ESG
goals. Green energy use to ensure
reduction of approximately 7 million
tonne CO2 annually at Angul,
Odisha," it said on Wednesday.

The proposed 1,000 MW car-
bon-free energy is targeted to meet
the existing and incremental power
demand of Angul facility. 

Greenko Group will offer ener-
gy storage capacity from its Off
Stream Closed loop Pumped Storage

Project (OCPSP) under develop-
ment in Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan.

JSP Managing Director
Bimlendra Jha said, "We already have

Green Hydrogen ready DRI units
present at Angul using syngas. This
collaboration with Greenko is aimed
at re-affirming our commitment
towards our sustainability goals."

Greenko Founder and
Managing Director of Greenko Anil
Chalamalasetty said that "increasing
the use of carbon-free energy will not
only reduce the carbon footprint of
core industries in India but will also
be a key differentiator in the global
markets." 

With investments worth USD 12
billion across the globe, JSP is an
industrial powerhouse with signifi-
cant presence in the steel, mining
and infrastructure sectors.

Hyderabad-based Greenko
Group is among the largest
Renewable Energy (RE) companies
with an installed capacity of 7.5 GW
across solar, wind and hydro gener-
ation assets spread in 15 states. 
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Domestic air passenger vol-
ume grew 64.61 per cent to

10.35 million in September
over the same period last year,
according to a data released by
aviation safety regulator
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on
Wednesday.

Indian domestic carriers
(excluding newly launched
Akasa Air) had flown a total of
7.66 million passengers on the
local routes, the data showed.

Akasa Air commenced its
flight services on domestic
routes from August 7 this year. 

The average passenger load

factor of these carriers stood at
77.5 per cent against 72.5 per
cent PLF delivered in August
2022, the DGCA data show.

PLF is an airline metric that
measures how much of an air-
line's passenger carrying capac-
ity is used.

In terms of market share,
leading carrier IndiGo cor-
nered 57 per cent of the total
domestic traffic pie, carrying
59.72 lakh passengers across its
domestic network followed by
full service carrier Vistara,
which flew 9.96 lakh passengers

with 9.6 per cent market share.
The combined market

share of Vistara, Air India and
AirAsia India stood at 24.7 per
cent in September.

Besides, Vistara also had
the best on-time performance
with 91 per cent of its flights
arriving and departing from
four key airports -- Delhi,
Mumbai, Hyderabad and
Bengaluru -- on time.

In Vistara, Tata Group
holds 51 per cent while in
AirAsia India, it has 83.67 per
cent holding.

Moreover, Tata Group
regained the control of Air
India on January 27 this year
following its privatisation. 
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Markets regulator Sebi has
barred Empiric Trade and

its proprietor Niraj Thakur
from the securities markets
for providing advisory services
without its authorisation.

The watchdog issued a
show cause notice to them in
September 2021.

The regulator found that
Empiric Trade and Neeraj
Thakur (noticees) were
engaged in investment adviso-
ry services without obtaining a
certificate of registration.

The noticees have prima
facie collected Rs 83.70 lakh
during January-July 2019, Sebi
said in an order on Monday.

The regulator has directed
the noticees to refund within
three months the money
received from investors as fees

in respect of their investment
advisory activities.

Also, Sebi barred the
noticees from accessing the
securities markets for a period
of one year or till the expiry of
six months from the date of
completion of refunds to
investors, whichever is later.

In addition, they shall not

undertake investment adviso-
ry services or any activity in the
securities market without
obtaining a certificate of regis-
tration from Sebi either direct-
ly or indirectly during or after
the expiry of the debarment
period, the order said.

Meanwhile, in a separate
order, the regulator slapped
fines totalling Rs 28 lakh on 7
entities for violating regulato-
ry norms in the matter of
Omnitech Infosolutions Ltd.

The order came after Sebi
received a complaint alleging
manipulations in the scrip of
Omintech Infosultions Ltd
(OIL) by its promoters and
their associates.

Thereafter, the market
watchdog conducted an inves-
tigation into the matter for the
period between January 2012
and December 2014. 
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The Competition Commis-
sion on Wednesday slapped

penalties totalling more than Rs
392 crore on online travel firms
MakeMyTrip, Goibibo and hos-
pitality services provider OYO
for unfair business practices.

A fine of Rs 223.48 crore
has been slapped on Make My
Trip-Goibibo (MMT-Go) and
Rs 168.88 crore on OYO,
according to a 131-page order.

Among others, it was
alleged that MMT-Go imposed
a price parity in their agree-
ments with hotel partners.

Under such pacts, the hotel
partners are not allowed to sell
their rooms on any other plat-
form or on its own online por-
tal at a price below the price at
which it is being offered on the
two entities' platforms.

Besides imposing penal-
ties, the Competition

Commission of India (CCI) has
directed MMT-Go to "suitably
modify its agreements with
hotels/chain hotels to
remove/abandon the price and
room availability parity oblig-
ations imposed by it on its
hotel/chain hotel partners with
respect to other OTAs (Online

Travel Agencies)".
Also, CCI has asked it to

modify agreements to do away
with certain exclusivity condi-
tions.

"MMT-Go is directed to
provide access to its platform on
a fair, transparent and non-dis-
criminatory basis to the
hotels/chain hotels, by formu-
lating the platforms' listing
terms and conditions in an
objective manner," it added.

It was also alleged that
MMT gave preferential treat-
ment to OYO on its platform,
further leading to a denial of
market access to other players.
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FMCG major Nestle India on
Wednesday launched its own

Direct-to-Consumer (D2C) plat-
form, foraying into the fast-
growing online channel.

The company would launch
its D2C platform MyNestlé in
Delhi-NCR and will expand to other parts
of the country, said Nestlé India Chairman
and Managing Director Suresh Narayanan
in the earnings statement of the company.

This has been "created specifically keep-
ing the consumer needs in mind, I am con-
fident that MyNestlé will delight the con-
sumer in every way with curated product
bundles, personalised gifting, subscriptions,
discounts, and much more," he said.

Moreover, consumers can
also try gourmet recipes on the
site and get free nutrition coun-
selling, Narayanan added.

During the July-September
quarter, the e-commerce channel
contributed 7.2 per cent of Nestle
India's sales. It was largely fuelled
by new, emerging formats such

as 'quick commerce' and 'click & mortar'.
Recently, several FMCG companies

either have acquired, invested or built their
D2C platforms and online-first brands.
The makers are now shifting online mar-
ketplaces such as Amazon and Flipkart to
their own websites and D2C operations.

Though, presently D2C and online
sales have a small contribution but are
expected to grow in the coming years. 
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Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty closed

higher on Wednesday, marking
their fourth straight session of
gains on the back of buying in
index majors Reliance Industries
and HDFC twins.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
rose by 146.59 points or 0.25 per
cent to settle at 59,107.19 even
as 11 of its constituents gained
while 19 declined. During the
day, it rallied 439.09 points or
0.74 per cent to 59,399.69.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 25.30 points or 0.14
per cent to end at 17,512.25 with
18 of its stocks ending higher
and 32 closing lower.

Heavy buying in HDFC,
Reliance Industries and Nestle
helped indices close higher for
a fourth straight session. Sensex
and Nifty gained more than 3
per cent in the four-day rally.

From the Sensex pack,
HDFC rose the most by 2.13 per
cent. Nestle rose by 1.91 per cent,

Reliance Industries by 1.88 per
cent, ITC by 1.79 per cent,
HDFC Bank by 1.02 per cent
and UltraTech Cement by 0.89
per cent.

IT, pharma and most of the
banking stocks succumbed to
selling pressure.

NTPC fell the most by 1.77
per cent while State Bank of
India declined 1.64 per cent, and

Bajaj Finserv by 1.56 per cent.
HCL Technologies, Dr Reddy's,
Infosys and Maruti were among
the laggards.

"European markets inter-
rupted their winning run after
a 40-year high CPI in the UK.
However, the strong US market
due to healthy corporate result
announcements is helping the
domestic market to sustain the

positive trend," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Ajit Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said after
the initial uptick, the key indices
witnessed a gradual decline as
participants preferred to book
some profits off the table.

Most sectors traded in line
with the move and ended flat to

marginal in the green. The
broader indices too witnessed a
similar trend.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge ended mar-
ginally higher by 0.13 per cent
and smallcap index dipped 0.03
per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral
indices, services climbed 0.46
per cent, energy by 0.45 per cent,
FMCG (0.42 per cent), realty
(0.38 per cent) and financial ser-
vices (0.32 per cent).

However, utilities, power,
teck, metal, IT and commodities
fell by up to 1.61 per cent.

Among other Asian mar-
kets, Seoul, Shanghai and Hong
Kong ended lower, while Tokyo
settled in the green.

Stock exchanges in Europe
were trading on a mixed note
in mid-session deals. Wall
Street ended higher on
Tuesday.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was trading
0.72 per cent higher at USD
90.54 per barrel.
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NSE Indices Ltd, a sub-
sidiary of National Stock
Exchange, is planning

to change the methodology of
merger and demerger of index
constituents for equity indices to
avoid big churnings, which hap-
pens in the current system.

This comes ahead of the
proposed merger of HDFC with
HDFC Bank.

The proposal, if consid-
ered, is expected to avoid sharp
movement in stock prices of
firms that are in the process of
merger or demerger.

In its consultation paper,
NSE Indices has suggested to
make ex-date an important fac-
tor for replacing an index con-
stituent.

It has sought comments
from market participants on the
proposed revision in the treat-
ment of merger and demerger of

index constituents for equity
indices till November 2.

With regards to the treat-
ment of a merger, NSE Indices
has proposed that the transfer-
or company will be excluded
from the index on the ex-date (T
Day) of the merger — the clos-
ing of the T-1 day merged enti-
ty. Equity shares, investible
weight factor and capping fac-
tor of the merged entity would
be updated based on the terms
of a merger on the ex-date of the
merger.

On ex-date, a replacement
of company will be made based
on the eligibility criteria of
respective indices in place of the
transferor company, which is
being excluded from indices
with a fixed number of con-
stituents, as per the proposal
issued late night on Tuesday.

Indices with a variable num-
ber of constituents, NSE Indices
suggested that no replacement
will be made in place of the
transferor company which is
being excluded.
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Micro, small and medium
enterprises will continue

to avail all non-tax benefits in
their respective categories post
re-classification for three years,
the government said on
Wednesday. 

The Ministry of MSME
has notified that in case of re-
classification in terms of invest-
ment in plant and machinery or
equipment or turnover or both,
and consequent re-classifica-
tion, an enterprise shall con-
tinue to avail of all non-tax ben-

efits of the category it was in
before the re-classification for
three years from the date of the

such upward change.
"This decision has been

taken after due deliberations

with MSME stakeholders and is
in line with the Aatma Nirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan. The Ministry
of MSME, Government of
India, has allowed those regis-
tered MSMEs to continue to
avail of non-tax benefits for
three years, instead of one year,
in case of an upward graduation
in their category and conse-
quent reclassification," an offi-
cial statement said. 

Non-tax benefits include
benefits of various government
schemes, including Public
Procurement Policy, Delayed
Payments, etc. 

�#3��7��3$�����%�*����#'���-$�1��
�$���:;<��$�����#��#���*�=�,!��

���� ��������	

Country's largest insurer LIC on Wednesday said
its shareholding in hydro power generator

NHPC has come down to 5.2 per cent on sell down
of shares over a period of time for a consideration of
Rs 700.79 crore.

Corporation's shareholding in NHPC Ltd has
diluted from 72,62,11,315 to 52,26,11,195 equity
shares, decreasing the shareholding from 7.230 per
cent to 5.203 per cent of the paid-up capital of the
company, LIC said in a regulatory filing.

The state-owned insurer sold 20,36,00,120 shares
of the company at an average price of Rs 34.42 apiece
from March 17, 2022 to October 18, 2022.

The shares were sold in open market sale in the
ordinary course of transaction, which is an investment
function.

Listed companies are required to disclose about
change in shareholding of 2 per cent and more.

NHPC is involved in generation and sale of bulk
power to various power utilities. 

Stock of LIC closed at Rs 607.15 apiece on BSE,
down by 0.12 per cent; NHPC stock closed 4.29 per
cent down at Rs 40.20. 
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N'Golo Kante will miss
France's defence of the

World Cup after Chelsea said
on Tuesday that the mid-
fielder will be out of action for
four months fol lowing
surgery on a hamstring injury.

The 31-year-old had not
featured since limping off
against Tottenham in August.

"N'Golo Kante has under-
gone an operation on his
hamstring injury," Chelsea
said in a statement.

"The midfielder visited a
specialist with the club's med-
ical department to explore the
options for his rehabilitation
approach and it was mutual-
ly agreed for N'Golo to have
surgery to repair the damage.

"Following a successful

operation, N'Golo is now
expected to be sidelined for
four months."

Kante was vita l  to
France's success in Russia
four years ago and will be a
big miss  for  Didier
Deschamps with his regular
midfield partner at interna-
tional level, Paul Pogba, also
a major doubt for the tourna-
ment in Qatar.
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France World Cup winner
Paul Pogba has returned

to partial training with
Juventus, the Italian club
announced on Tuesday.

Pogba, 29, has yet to
feature for Juve since return-
ing to the Serie A outfit this
summer due to a knee injury.

No return date for the

ex-Manchester United mid-
fielder has been made pub-
lic with Les Bleus' first World
Cup game against Australia
on November 22.

According to Italian
media, Pogba could be back
by the end of this
month.France coach Didier
Deschamps will name his
squad for the tournament in
Qatar on November 9.
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German Cup holders RB
Leipzig have qualified for

the Round of 16 with a 4-0
home demolition of Hamburg.

Leipzig, who won their first
ever piece of silverware in this
competition last year, scored
two quick goals through Danish
international Yussuf Poulsen in
the 33rd and 36th minute to put
the home side up 2-0 at half-
time.

Poulsen looked set for a
hat-trick early in the second half
but was denied through a
superb anticipation save from
Hamburg goalkeeper Heuer
Fernandes.

Any hope the three-time
Cup winners and one-time
heavyweights of German foot-
ball had of a comeback was
snuffed out by French defend-
er Mohamed Simikan, who got
a touch on an Emil Forsberg
free kick to put the Red Bulls up
3-0.

German defender
Benjamin Henrichs added a
fourth in the 82nd minute to
keep Leipzig on track for what
would be their fourth final in
the past five years.

After the game, Poulsen
said he "promised (my team-
mates) I would score at least one
- unfortunately I didn't think to
put any money on it."

Poulsen's manager Marco
Rose said the win showcased

"the character of the team"
after a strong opening phase
from Hamburg.

"The first goal was impor-
tant for us. We stayed in it and
showed we definitely want to go
further (in the competition)."

Later on Tuesday, Borussia
Moenchengladbach were
knocked out by second-division
Darmstadt 2-1.

Elsewhere, two early goals
to Eintracht Frankfurt's Randal
Kolo Muani and Hrvoje
Smolcic helped 2018 the 2018
Cup winners coast to a 2-0 win
over fifth-tier Stuttgarter
Kickers.

Hoffenheim poured more
pressure on under fire Schalke
coach Frank Kramer with a 5-
1 home win.

Niko Kovac's Wolfsburg
won 2-1 against neighbours
Braunschweig, while Bochum -
rock bottom of the Bundesliga
- won 1-0 against third-division
Evelsberg thanks to an 85th
minute goal from Anthony
Losilla.

Mainz ran out comfortable
3-0 winners away at Lubeck,
while four-time winners
Nuremberg won away at third-
league Waldhof Mannheim
thanks to a 62nd-minute own
goal from Gerrit Gohlke.

On Thursday, Hanover
welcome under-pressure
Borussia Dortmund while
Bayern Munich travel to face
neighbours Augsburg.
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Former Atletico Madrid striker
Radamel Falcao earned Rayo

Vallecano a 1-1 draw against his old
side in La Liga with a 92nd minute
penalty on Tuesday.

Alvaro Morata's first-half strike
seemed poised to help Atletico
strengthen their grip on third place
and keep close to leaders Real Madrid
and Barcelona, but Rayo snatched a
deserved draw.

Atletico deserved their first half
lead but after the break the hosts had
their backs to the wall at the
Metropolitano and the pressure even-
tually told when Jose Gimenez han-
dled in the box.

The Rojiblancos broke the dead-
lock in the 20th minute when
Antoine Griezmann won the ball
high up the pitch and crossed for his
strike partner to finish consum-
mately.

The France forward, who scored
Atletico's winner against Athletic
Bilbao at the weekend, was impres-
sive again and seems to be returning
to his best level.

Falcao, who played for Atletico
between 2011-2013, slammed the

penalty into the top corner, sending
Grbic the wrong way.

Elsewhere Ernesto Valverde's
Athletic, now sixth, were unable to
pull themselves back into the top four
as they drew 2-2 at Getafe.

Valencia captain Jose Gaya
missed a late penalty amid a chaot-
ic finale as Sevilla held the visitors to
a 1-1 draw. The result leaves Sevilla
provisionally 11th and Valencia in
eighth.
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Nottingham Forest edged
off the bottom of the

Premier League by holding
out for a 0-0 draw at Brighton
as Wilfried Zaha gave Crystal
Palace a 2-1 win over Wolves
on Tuesday.

Forest still have only one
win on their return to the top
flight for the first time in 23
years, but were grateful to
escape the Amex with a point
after Brighton dominated
throughout.

The Seagulls are still wait-
ing for their first win under
new boss Roberto de Zerbi and
it was a familiar failing that cost
Brighton as they missed a
series of chances to claim the

three points.
Leandro Trossard hit the

bar in the first half, while
Dean Henderson twice denied
the Belgian international and
made a fine late save from
Pascal Gross.

Forest failed to muster a
single shot on target but just a
second clean sheet of the sea-
son was enough to lift Steve
Cooper's men a point above
Leicester at the foot of the table.

Wolves remain just one
point above the bottom three
after blowing the lead at
Selhurst Park.

Adama Traore headed in

Hugo Bueno's cross for just
Wolves fifth league goal in 11
games this season just after the
half hour mark.

In all three of Palace's wins
this season they have come
from behind and the Eagles
soared in the second half once
Eberechi Eze nodded in at the
back post from Michael Olise's
cross.

Zaha completed the come-
back when he coolly collected
Odsonne Edouard's pass to
slot past Jose Sa 20 minutes
from time.

Victory lifts Patrick Vieira's
men up to 10th.
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India's challenge ended at the Aimchess
Rapid online chess tournament with the

trio of D Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi and Vidit
Santosh Gujrathi bowing out in the quar-
terfinals.

Gukesh, who had beaten world cham-
pion Magnus Carlsen during the prelimi-
nary phase, went down 1.5-2.5 to Richard
Rapport after having taken the lead with a
win in the second game of the four-game
contest.

The 16-year old Indian appeared to
have gained the advantage when he took a
1.5-0.5 lead with a win in 32 moves in the
second game after the first had ended in a
stalemate.

Rapport, who is highly rated, showed
his skills by winning the third game in 55
moves and then defeated his opponent in
a marathon fourth game to end Gukesh's
hopes.

Erigaisi, who too had upset Carlsen in
the preliminary round, was outclassed by
the world No.1 Norwegian 0.5-2.5.

After managing a draw from a near
hopeless position in game one, Carlsen
underlined his superiority to win the next
two to advance to the last four round.

Gujrathi was outplayed by Jan-Krzystof
Duda of Poland, losing 0.5-2.5 without
much of a fight.

Gukesh and Erigaisi had finished sec-
ond and fourth respectively in the prelim-
inary phase.
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Skipper Taison Singh and
Gurkirat Singh struck in

either half as India edged past
hosts Kuwait 2-1 in their final
qualification match but the
third-place finish in Group H
was not good enough to quali-
fy for the next year's AFC U-20
Asian Cup.

India finished ahead of

Kuwait but behind toppers
Australia and second-placed
Iraq qualification event, which
identified participants for next
year's tournament in
Uzbekistan.

Top teams from all the 10
groups and the five best run-
ners-up qualified for the final
tournament, with Uzbekistan
getting a direct entry as hosts in
the 16-team continental event to

be held from March 1 to 18 in
2023.

India had lost 2-4 and 1-4
to Iraq and Australia respective-
ly in their previous group
matches.

In the match against Kuwait
on Tuesday night, Taison Singh
and Gurkirat Singh scored for
India while Saleh Almehtab
pulled one back for the hosts at
the Ali Sabah Al-Salem Stadium.
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Sajan Bhanwala became the
first Indian Greco Roman

wrestler to win a medal at the
Under-23 World
Championship when he edged
past Ukraine's Dmytro
Vasetskyi on 'criteria' to emerge
winner in the bronze play-off,
here.

It was the Ukrainian who
pulled off a four-pointer on the
edge of the circle for a solid
start but Bhanwala bounced
back immediately with a strong
move that got him into a posi-
tion from where he could pin
his rival.

Though he could not pin
his rival, it was good enough to
earn four points.

Bhanwala lost two more
points and got into defensive
mode.

For staying passive,
Bhanwala put on 'Par Terre'
position, something Indian
wrestlers are very poor at
defending and the Ukrainian
pulled off another four-point-
er from the ground position for
a handsome 10-4 lead.

Bhanwala scored two
points with a take-down move
and with 35 seconds left in the
bout, managed to push his
rival on the back to level the
scores.

The bout ended at 10-10
but since the Indian had scored
the last point he was declared
winner on criteria.

Meanwhile, Vikas will fight
for a bronze in the 72kg after
losing his semifinal by techni-
cal superiority to Croatia's
Pavel Puklavec. In the 60kg cat-
egory, Sumit got back to medal
reckoning when he made the
repechage round. He will be up
agianst Kazakhastan's Olzhas
Sultan.
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The Super 12 round of the
ongoing 2022 edition of
the ICC Men's T20 World

Cup will start on Saturday
(October 22) and from there
onwards, the main tournament
will start. India will begin their
campaign against archrivals
Pakistan on Sunday (October
23) at the iconic Melbourne
Cricket Ground. India enjoy a
dominant record over the Men
in Green in T20 World Cup
matches and have won five out
of the six games played against
them. But their only defeat
against them was in the last T20
World Cup match, and so going
into the tournament, Team
India can't afford to take the
Babar Azam-led side lightly.

India suffered a shock exit
from the league stage in last
year's edition of the tournament
and so this time, they will hope
to make amends for it and
come up with a good show and
hopefully go all the way and bag

the title as well.
Ahead of Team India's

opening match in the T20 mega
event that is taking place in
Australia for the first time,
Indian skipper Rohit Sharma
said that it has been a long time
since India waited to win a
World Cup but at the same time
pointed out how the team can-
not afford to get carried away by
the big occasion.

"It's been a while since we
won the World Cup. Obviously,
the motive and the whole
thought process is to win the
World Cup. But we know we
need to do a lot of things right
to get there, so one step at a time
for us. We can't think too far
ahead. You really cannot think
about semis and finals from
now onwards. You just need to
focus on each team that you're
going to come up against and
try and do your best and pre-
pare for that. Our focus will be
on that and to prepare well
against each team and make
sure that we move in the right

direction," Rohit said in a video
uploaded by BCCI.

The T20 World Cup in
Australia will be the first occa-
sion when Rohit will lead Team
India in any ICC event, and the
35-year-old said that it's an
honour for him to be the cap-
tain and he is pretty excited
about it.

"It's a big honour to be cap-
tain. This is my first World Cup
as captain, so I'm pretty excit-
ed. It also gives us a great
opportunity to come here and
do something special. Every
time you come for the World
Cup, it's a great feeling. The boys
are pumped up; we had a great
couple of practice matches in
Perth. World Cup is a big event
but at the same time, we have
made a constant practice of
not talking too much about it
because it's important to be in
the present and think about
what you need to do on that
particular day. And that will
allow us to execute what we
want to do."

India will enter the tourna-
ment as the world's number one
T20I side and on the back of
eight bilateral series wins since
the end of the T20 World Cup
last year. The Men in Blue have
also played the maximum T20Is
this year and created a world
record by winning the most (23)
in a year.

The Men in Blue arrived in
Australia on October 6, and
Rohit explained the reason for
the team's early arrival in
Australia as compared to the
other competitors.

"We have come from two
wins, but that was at home obvi-
ously. Australia will be a differ-
ent challenge. It was important
for us to get used to the condi-
tions. A few of the guys have
never been to Australia before,
so we wanted to come here ear-
lier and get used to it. They will
be challenging and, as far as I
am concerned, when I look at
the whole group, like I said, they
are pretty excited," added the
India captain.
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Commonwealth Games 2022 gold
medallists Lakshya Sen and

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty advanced to the mens singles
and mens doubles round of 16,
respectively, at the Denmark Open
2022 but their compatriot Saina
Nehwal crashed out of the tourna-
ment, here on Wednesday.

Lakshya Sen, who climbed to a
career-best world No 8 in the BWF
world rankings last week, beat Tokyo
Olympics bronze-medallist Anthony
Sinisuka Ginting of Indonesia 21-16,
21-12 in his men's singles campaign
opener.

The 21-year old Lakshya set the
tone early on and took full advantage
as Ginting, the world No 6, struggled
to find his range on the day. Despite
a late hiccup, the Indian badminton
player took the opening game.

He was more ruthless in the sec-
ond game and it reflected on the
scoreline as he extended his head-to-
head record against Ginting to 3-0.

Lakshya will either face compatri-
ot HS Prannoy or China's Zhao Jun

Peng in the next round.
On the other hand, World cham-

pionships bronze-medallists Chirag
Shetty and Satwikrairaj Rankireddy
played some attacking badminton to
beat South Korea's Kang Min Hyuk
and Seo Seung Jae 21-15, 21-19.

The Indian pair, seeded seventh,
will now face a tough encounter
against reigning All England Open
champions Muhammad Fikri and
Bagas Maulana of Indonesia in the
next round.

Meanwhile, former world No 1
Saina Nehwal bowed out of the
Denmark Open 2022 women's singles
event after a hard-fought 17-21, 21-
19, 11-21 loss to Zhang Yi Man of
China.

After losing the first game, Saina
fought back in the second and had as
many as four game points before
finally forcing a decider. However, the
London 2012 Olympic medallist ran
out of steam as Zhang Yi Man took
back control in the third game and
completed a fine victory.

This is the third straight tourna-
ment where Saina has been knocked
out in the opening round.
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The PCB on Wednesday said BCCI
secretary Jay Shah's statement that
India won't travel to Pakistan for

the Asia Cup next year has the potential
to split the cricketing communities and
requested the Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) to convene an emergency meet-
ing on the issue.

Shah, after beginning his second stint
as BCCI secretary, said India would like
to play the continental tournament at a
neutral venue and not tour Pakistan.

In its first official response to Shah's
statement, the PCB said, "such statements
can spilt the Asian and international crick-
et communities" and impact Pakistan's
visit to India for the 2023 World Cup.

Shah, who made the statement after
the BCCI AGM on Tuesday, also happens
to be the ACC president.

"The overall impact of such state-
ments have the potential to split the Asian
and international cricketing communities,
and can impact Pakistan's visit to India
for the ICC Cricket World Cup 2023 and
future ICC Events in India in the 2024-
2031 cycle.

"The PCB has to date not received any
official communication or clarification
from the ACC on the statement of the
ACC President. As such, the PCB has now
requested the Asian Cricket Council to
convene an emergency meeting of its
Board as soon as practically possible to
discuss this important and sensitive mat-
ter," the PCB said.

Pakistan has been allotted hosting
rights for the Asia Cup which will be held
ahead of the ODI World Cup in India in
October-November.

The T20 Asia Cup held last month
had to be shifted from Sri Lanka to the
UAE amid the economic crisis in the
island nation.

The 2018 Asia Cup, scheduled to be
held in India, was also moved to the UAE
after the BCCI couldn't procure clearance
from government security agencies to
host Pakistan.

India and Pakistan only play each

other in the Asian and the ICC events due
to the political tensions between the two
countries. India last toured Pakistan in
2008 while Pakistan's played last series in
India in 2012-13.

The PCB said Shah's statement was
surprising and disappointing at the
same time.

"The PCB has noted with surprise

and disappointment of yesterday's com-
ments made by the ACC President Mr
Jay Shah with regards to shifting of next
year's Asia Cup to a neutral venue.

"The comments were made without
any discussion or consultation with the
Board of the Asian Cricket Council or the
Pakistan Cricket Board (event host)
and without any thoughts towards their

long-term consequences and implica-
tions.

"After having presided over the
ACC meeting during which Pakistan was
awarded the ACC Asia Cup with an over-
whelming support and response from the
ACC Board Members, Mr Shah's state-
ment of shifting of the ACC Asia Cup has
clearly been made unilaterally," the PCB

said.
The officials from both the PCB and

BCCI will be confronted with the issue
at the International Cricket Council's
board meeting in Melbourne next month.
The ICC is yet to comment on the mat-
ter.

A top official from an Asian crick-
eting nation hoped the matter would be
sorted amicably and said there is no Asia
Cup without India or Pakistan.

"It is the biggest match of the Asia
Cup and with either team missing, the
tournament doesn't make sense. There
is a lot of time left, but I hope the issue
is sorted. The neutral venue is the best
option if the BCCI decides against send-
ing its team to Pakistan," the official told
PTI.

The PCB is also irked because inter-
national cricket has resumed in the coun-
try with all top nations like England,
Australia, West Indies travelling there to
play Test and white-ball series in recent
years.

"This is contrary to the philosophy
and spirit for which the Asian Cricket
Council was formed in September 1983
– a united Asian cricket body to safe-
guard the interests of the its Members
and organise, develop, and promote the
game of cricket in Asia," the PCB added.

A PCB source told PTI that the
board is ready to play hard ball with the
BCCI this time around and will approach
the ICC during the meeting in
Melbourne. The PCB has also threatened
to pull of the ODI World Cup in India
if the Asia Cup matter is not resolved.

"It would be wrong to say that only
Pakistan will be impacted if India and
Pakistan don't play each other in Asia or
ICC events. The marquee match creates
a sizeable revenue for the ICC and if that
doesn't happen, the other cricketing
nations (including the associates) also
suffer," the source said.

The ICC tends to put India and
Pakistan in the same group in world
events, with the game between the two
teams drawing a massive television audi-
ence and full house at the stadium.
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The Asia Cup title is a thing of the past now, insists
Sri Lanka captain Dasun Shanaka, saying their only

focus right now is to produce a perfect performance
in their must-win match against the Netherlands to
qualify for the Super 12 stage of the T20 World Cup.

Stunned by Namibia in their tournament opener,
Sri Lanka bounced back strongly to beat UAE by 79
runs in a first round Group A game.

But occupying the third spot in Group A,
Shanaka's men will now have to win their last match
against table toppers Netherlands on Thursday to
ensure their place in the Super 12 stage.

"...I think Asia Cup champions is history, so it's just
a title for us. There is no pressure at all. We just need
to concentrate on our own performances and what we
need to do to make sure that we get into that second
round after the next game." "We know our strength.
The first game we didn't execute in that match, so we
got beaten by Namibia. But we are a far better team
from the team we performed in the first game," Shanaka
said ahead of the match against the Netherlands.

The skipper lauded the performances of Pathum
Nissanka (74) and Dushmantha Chameera (3/15)
against UAE on Tuesday, but said it's time he and the
big-hitting Bhanuka Rajapaksa score some runs.

"I think we need to have myself (score runs) and
Bhanu needs to kick on in this tournament, as well.

"Pathum Nissanka, he really played throughout, and
it was an outstanding innings. And Wanindu and
Dushmantha and even Maheesh Theekshana, we know
how good they are when it comes to these kinds of
games. They were performing well. You saw from the
time they started their careers," he said.
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England seamer Reece Topley has been ruled
out of the T20 World Cup due to an ankle

injury, dealing a major blow to the team's cam-
paign beginning here on Saturday, according to
reports.

The 28-year-old left-armer rolled his left
ankle during a fielding drill in Brisbane on
Monday ahead of England's final warm-up
match against Pakistan.

He will now play no part in the main tour-
nament, Sky Sports reported.

It is understood that the scans taken after
the injury have revealed significant damage.

England, who play against Afghanistan in
their opening match here on Saturday, have two
fast bowlers among their travelling reserves --
left-armer Tymal Mills and right-arm quick
Richard Gleeson.

Mills, who has not played since August
because of a toe injury, is most likely to be pro-
moted into the full squad as Topley's replace-
ment.

Topley is England's leading wicket-taker in
T20 Internationals in 2022, with 17 scalps in 16

games at an average of 28. He became an inte-
gral part of England's T20 bowling attack, oper-
ating with the new ball and at the death.

He has had four back stress fractures in five
years, most recently in 2018, which led him to
consider retirement.

In last year's T20 World Cup in the UAE,
Mills played four matches, picking up seven
wickets, before his tournament was ended by a
thigh injury.
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West Indies kept alive their
hopes of reaching the Super

12 of the ICC T20 World Cup with
a comfortable 31-run win over
Zimbabwe here on Wednesday.

Described as a must-win
game by skipper Nicholas Pooran
after their shock defeat to
Scotland, West Indies posted 153
for seven after opting to bat first
at the Bellerive Oval.

The total proved to be enough
as the West Indies packed off
Zimbabwe for 122 in 18.2 overs,
with pacer Alzarri Joseph picking
for four wickets for 16 runs in his
full quota of four overs.

The seasoned Jason Holder
also shone with the ball, taking
three wickets for 12 runs in 3.2
overs.

Opener Johnson Charles top-
scored for the West Indies with a
knock of 45 in 36 balls. Charles
came into the line-up in place of
Brandon King, who is unwell.

There were useful contribu-
tions from Rovman Powell (28)
and Akeal Hosein (23 not out).

Sikandar Raza was the most
successful bowler for Zimbabwe,
finishing with figures of 3/19 in
four overs. In their chase,
Zimbabwe were off to a flyer but
lost their way after scoring 55 runs
in the six powerplay overs, losing
wickets at regular intervals.

Following the West Indies'
victory, Group B has become
wide open, with all four teams cur-
rently on two points each.
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India's Suryakumar Yadav will enter the
T20 World Cup as the second best bat-

ter in the format following an update of the
ICC Men's Player Rankings issued on
Wednesday.

Pakistan opener Mohammad Rizwan
(861 rating points) has extended his lead
at the top of the T20I batter rankings after
yet another consistent showing during the
tri-series in New Zealand, while
Suryakumar (838) is still second ahead of
the blockbuster clash between the two
neighbours at the MCG on Sunday.

KL Rahul (13), Virat Kohli (15) and
skipper Rohit Sharma (16) are all static in
the latest update.

Pakistan skipper Babar Azam is placed
third ahead of South Africa's Aiden
Markram and Devon Conway of New
Zealand.

The only movement inside the top 10
following the latest rankings update for bat-
ters saw aggressive New Zealand right-han-
der Glenn Phillips jump an impressive 13
spots to equal 10th on the back of his strong
tri-series efforts against Bangladesh and
Pakistan.

Hardik Pandya also remained static at
sixth spot in the T20I all-rounder rankings
with 173 rating points.

Bangladesh captain Shakib Al Hasan
will enter the T20 World Cup as the top all-
rounder.

Shakib claimed the top billing on the
back of an excellent tri-series against New
Zealand and Pakistan, with the veteran hit-
ting consecutive half-centuries during
Bangladesh's final two matches.

Shakib displaced Afghanistan's

Mohammad Nabi.
There was very little movement inside

the top 10 in the updated list for bowlers,
with Mujeeb Ur Rahman (up two spots to
fifth) and South Africa counterpart Keshav
Maharaj (up one place to eighth) climbing
up.

Australia seamer Josh Hazlewood (705
rating points) retains his lead at the top of
the T20I bowlers rankings, followed by
Afghanistan spinner Rashid Khan (696),
Sri Lanka tweaker Wanindu Hasaranga
(692) and South Africa veteran Tabraiz
Shamsi (688). Indian trio of Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Ravichandran Ashwin and Axar
Patel are placed 12th, 22nd and 23rd
respectively.
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India's second and final warm-
up game against New Zealand

was on Wednesday abandoned
without a ball being bowled
due to persistent rain at The
Gabba here.

Both the Indian and New
Zealand teams failed to hit the
ground as heavens opened up
during Pakistan's chase of 155
against Afghanistan at the same
venue in the first practice match
of the day.

India had earlier defeated
hosts Australia by six runs in
their first warm-up match here
on Monday.

Against Australia, India rode
on half-centuries from KL Rahul
(57) and Suryakumar Yadav
(50) to post 186 for 7, a target
which they defended despite
skipper Aaron Finch's return to
form with a 54-ball 76.

Drafted into the side in
place of an injured Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammad Shami
(3/4) starred for India with the
ball in the final over, which
effected four dismissals, includ-
ing three wickets for the right-
arm pacer.

India will open their T20
World Cup campaign in a block-
buster clash against arch-rivals
Pakistan at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground on Sunday.
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India captain Harmanpreet Kaur was on
Wednesday ruled out of the ongoing

Women's Big Bash League due to a back injury
according to her side Melbourne Renegades.

Harmanpreet, the reigning WBBL play-
er of the tournament had missed her side's
opening two matches due to international
commitments as she led India at the Asia Cup,
winning the title. English batter Eve Jones may
play in place of Harmanpreet in the squad.

"Harmanpreet was fantastic for us last sea-
son and we were looking forward to having
her as part of our squad again this year, but
unfortunately she has been ruled out through
injury," Melbourne Renegades General
Manager, James Rosengarten said in a state-
ment. "Eve will stay on with our squad for at
least the next couple of matches, as we work
through the best strategy for our squad for the
remainder of the tournament."

Harmanpreet won the player of the tour-
nament award last season after scoring 406
runs at a strike rate of 130.96. With the ball,
she scalped 15 wickets from 13 games.
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If one needs to know how much
Ireland's six-wicket win over

Scotland meant to the side, the tears
of happiness rolling out of the eyes of
the small number of Irish supporters
at the Bellerive Oval on Wednesday
will tell the whole tale.

The Irish fans contingent includ-
ed all-rounder George Dockrell's par-
ents, his Melbourne-based sister, and
his girlfriend, with some tears coming
from Dockrell's partner at the crease,
Curtis Campher, who dedicated the
knock to his family after receiving
some bad news on the personal front
last week.

Dockrell, who was involved in the
unbeaten 119-run stand with
Campher making 72 not out and
remained unbeaten on 39, lifting
Ireland out of trouble from 61/4 and
successfully chased down 176, a tar-
get which seemed highly improbable
at one point. The come-from-behind

win over Scotland, coming under
immense pressure, ensured that
Ireland were still in the reckoning for
a spot in the Super 12s.

"I think we were backing our-
selves. We knew we had to come here
today to win. It's a lot of pressure, but
I suppose that's why you play the
games it's these kinds of moments. Me
and Curtis had a good idea what we
needed to do, who we need to score
off to be able to chase the game."

"I thought we played it quite well
in the end and definitely benefited
from the two of us having a bit of a
period back together in the first game
as well. So I thought we put together
plans quite nicely and Curtis played
incredible innings and managed to
keep that rate going all the way to the
end," said Dockrell in the post-match
press conference.

The key turning points in Ireland's
chase came in the 13th and 17th overs
with left-arm spinner Mark Watt
going for a combined 29 runs while
Michael Leask gave away 11 runs. Fast
bowler Josh Davey leaked six bound-
aries in his last two overs and leaked
32 runs overall while Brad Wheal's
final over went for 14 runs. Moreover,
from overs 11 to 19, Ireland at least had
one boundary which worked well in
their favour.

"The two Scottish spinners bowled
so well in the first game, we knew we
had to be better, I suppose, and find
ways to score well off of them. 
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WI beat Zimbabwe to keep Super 12 hopes alive
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Curtis Campher struck his
maiden half-century after a

fine show with the ball to guide
Ireland to a six-wicket win over
Scotland and keep their T20
World Cup Super 12 stage hopes
alive here on Wednesday. 

Campher bailed out Ireland
from a spot of bother while
chasing a challenging 177-run
target and took his side home
with one over to spare in the first
round Group B match.

The win infused a fresh
lease of life to Ireland's T20
World Cup campaign, which
had a stuttering start as they lost
by 31 runs to Zimbabwe in the

opener.
In trouble at 61 for 4 in the

10th over, Campher (72 not out)
joined hands with George
Dockrell (39 not out) as the duo
shared 119 runs for the unbroken
fifth-wicket stand to chase down
the target comfortably in the end.

Campher decorated his
quick fire 32-ball knock with
seven fours and two sixes, while
Dockrell hit four boundaries
and one maximum. 

Lorcan Tucker (20), captain
Andy Balbarinie (14) and Harry
Tector (14) were the other
notable scorers for Ireland.

Campher's exploits with the
bat came after the all-rounder
turned out to be the pick of

bowlers for Ireland with figures
of 2/9 from his two overs of right-
arm medium fast bowling.

Earlier, Michael Jones also hit
his maiden T20I fifty, a blazing
55-ball 86, to power Scotland to
176 for 5. Captain Richie
Berrington (37), Matthew Cross
(28) and Michael Leask (17 not
out) also played useful hands for
the Scots. Scotland did not have
the best of starts after opting to
bat, losing George Munsey early
before Jones and Cross shared 59
runs for the second wicket to sta-
bilise the innings.

After Cross' dismissal, Jones
stitched 77 runs with skipper
Berrington and a quick 33 runs
off just 16 balls.
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