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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday exhorted

the Interpol to formulate
prospective plans for the next
50 years to cope with the
changing modes of crimes. He
also underscored the need for
defining terms like “terror-
ism” and “terrorists” to better
deal with terror threats.

He also emphasised that
terrorism is the biggest viola-
tor of human rights and cross-
border propagation of terrorist
ideologies through online rad-
icalisation cannot be consid-
ered “political problem”.

The Minister was speaking
at the valedictory of the four-
day General Assembly of the
Interpol.  

“When Interpol was estab-
lished in 1923, crime and polic-
ing challenges at that time, and
modes and methods of crime
today are very different, a lot of
changes have taken place, and
it is quite natural that in the
decades to come, even more
changes will take place,” he said.

He further said, “Criminal
mindsets have not changed, but
the means for crime are chang-
ing. In this regard, it is my sug-

gestion that based on its expe-
rience and achievements over
the last 100 years, Interpol
prepares a future plan for the
next 50 years.”

“Interpol can also set up a
study group under its aus-
pices, which can carry out
detailed research on the chal-
lenges likely in the next 35-50
years, and solutions for them,”
he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday accused

previous governments of leav-
ing centres of faith across the
country in a state of neglect and
claimed that these places are
now being restored to their lost
glory. 

Citing examples of the
Kashi Vishwanath temple,
Ujjain and Ayodhya, where
major reconstruction works
have been carried out in recent
years, Modi attributed the
“years of neglect” to a “slave
mentality”.

The PM was addressing a
public gathering in Mana vil-
lage after offering prayers at
Kedarnath and Badrinath on
Friday. He also unveiled the
foundation stones for develop-

ment works worth more than
�3,400 crore, including the
Gaurikund-Kedarnath and
Govindghat-Hemkund rope-
way projects and widening of
the NH-7 from Mana to Mana
Pass and NH 107 B from
Joshimath to Malari, both in
the region bordering China.

Modi said, “Slave mental-
ity has gripped people in such
a way that they find every work
of progress akin to a crime.
Works related to culture are
praised abroad but not in India.
The slave mentality had
brought our venerable centres
of faith to a deteriorated con-
dition. Our religious places
were ignored for decades. Such
centres of faith are not mere
structures but carry the power
of life for us; they are sources
of power which keep us ener-
gised even in the most difficult
of circumstances.”

The PM spoke of the works
being done in Badrinath,
Kedarnath, Ayodhya— and
from Pavagarh in Gujarat to
Devi Vindhyachal corridor—
stating that these works are part
of the nation’s cultural revival.
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In a relief to thousands of
vehicle owners, the Delhi

Government has put on hold
the order making it mandato-
ry to carry a valid pollution-
under-check (PUC) certificate
to buy fuel from October 25.

The Delhi Government
will launch the “Red Light on
Gaadi off ” campaign again to
curb vehicular pollution from
October 28.

“The diesel and petrol
dealers’ association has given
some suggestions regarding
law and order... These will be
discussed with the Chief
Minister and a decision will be
taken thereafter,” Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai said on Friday.

“For now, it is not being
implemented from October
25,” the Minister said.

Sources in the Government
said the agencies, including
petrol pump owners and the
Delhi Police, advised deferring
the move keeping in view the
law and order situation.

The Government had ear-
lier asked vehicle owners to
compulsorily carry a valid PUC
certificate for buying fuel at
petrol pumps from October 25
to check air pollution caused by
vehicles in the national 
capital.

Over 19.36 lakh vehicles in
the national Capital do not
have PUC certificate, according
to the Delhi Transport
Department.

Continued on Page 2
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An Indian Army helicopter
with five personnel, includ-

ing two pilots on board crashed
on Friday, in Arunachal
Pradesh. Rescue teams have, so
far, recovered two bodies from
the crash site and efforts are on
to find the others.

The Rudra helicopter
crashed at 10.43 am.

The remote area is not
connected by any roads. Local
village folk are engaged in the
rescue operation. Three IAF
helicopters are engaged in the
operation along with Army
teams.

“A military helicopter
crashed near Singging village,
25 kilometres away from the
Tuting headquarters in the
Upper Siang district today. Site
of accident not connected by
road, rescue team sent. Further
details awaited,” Defence offi-
cials said, adding the heli-
copter was on a routine sortie.  

Upper Siang
Superintendent of Police
Jummar Basar said the crash
site is a mountainous region,
and it will take time for the
search and rescue team to
reach the spot.

This is the second incident

of an Army helicopter accident
in the State this month. A
Cheetah helicopter crashed in
Tawang district on October 5,
killing one of the two pilots
onboard.

Another Cheetah chopper
crashed in March near the
Line of Control (LOC) in
Jammu & Kashmir. The pilot
died in this incident.

Rudra is a twin-engine
attack helicopter manufactured
by the Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) for the Indian
Army. It is the Weapon System
Integrated (WSI) Mk-IV vari-
ant of the Dhruv Advanced
Light Helicopter (ALH).

Expressing shock over the

mishap, Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju said in a tweet, “Received
very disturbing news about
the Indian Army’s Advanced
Light Helicopter crash in Upper
Siang District in Arunachal
Pradesh. My deepest 
prayers.”

Chief Minister Pema
Khandu, reacting to the acci-
dent, wrote on Twitter,
“Shocked to hear about the
news of @adgpi. Advanced
Light Combat Helicopter crash
near Tuting area in Upper
Siang district of Arunachal
Pradesh. The State
Government has rushed the
rescue team to the accident site
and providing all assistance.”

The Indian Army’s aviation
wing has been deploying the
Weapon System Integrated
(WSI) variant of the Advanced
Light Helicopter Rudra in the
region adding more teeth to its
tactical missions in view of the
lingering border row with
China in eastern Ladakh.

The multi-role helicopter
of 5.8 ton class is a multi-role,
multi-mission new generation
helicopter.

An ALH-WSI had crashed
into the massive Ranjit Sagar
reservoir near Pathankot on
August 3 last year, killing two
Army pilots.

In October 2019, a Dhruv
helicopter of the Indian Army
carrying the then Chief of the
Northern Command Lt
General Ranbir Singh and
other senior officers had crash
landed in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch.

Between March 2017 and
December 2021, 31 people lost
their lives in accidents involv-
ing 15 military helicopters that
included four ALH, four
Cheetah, two ALH (WSI),
three Mi-17V5, an Mi-17 and
a Chetak, according to official
details.

The total number of
deceased in the 15 accidents
included 14 people killed in the
December 8, 2021 crash near
Coonoor. Then Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) General
Bipin Rawat, his wife
Madhulika and 12 Armed
forces personnel were killed in
the crash.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday once again came

down heavily on authorities for
failing to take action against the
growing menace of hate speech.
Asserting that the Constitution
of India envisages a secular
nation, the apex court warned
any delay on the part of the
administration in taking action
on this “very serious issue” will
invite the court’s contempt.

A bench of Justices KM
Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy
issued notices to Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
Governments on the petition
filed by journalist Shaheen
Abdullah and directed them to
promptly register criminal
cases against the culprits with-
out waiting for a complaint to
be filed. 

“The Constitution of India
envisages a secular nation and
fraternity among citizens assur-
ing the dignity of the individ-
ual...The unity and integrity of
the nation is one of the guid-
ing principles enshrined in the
preamble. There cannot be fra-
ternity unless the members of
the community from different
religions are able to live in har-
mony. The petitioner points out

despite various penal provi-
sions, no action has been taken
and there is a need to serve
constitutional principles. We
feel this court is charged with
a duty to protect the funda-
mental rights and also protect
and serve the constitution
where the rule of law is main-
tained,” the top court said. 

The apex court said action
must be taken against those
making hate speeches irre-
spective of their religion to pre-
serve the secular fabric of the
nation. “Respondents 2-4 (the
three States) will file a response
as to what action has been
taken for the speeches high-
lighted. They shall ensure that
as and when any (hate) speech
or action takes place, suo motu
action is taken in such cases in
future without waiting for com-
plaints”. 

Noting that the complaint
has said that the authorities are
not taking action against hate

crimes was serious, the bench
issued notice on the petition.
The bench said that the com-
plaint of the petitioner relates
to the “prevailing climate of
hate in the country” and total
inaction of the authorities.

“The Constitution of India
envisages Bharat as a secular
nation and fraternity, assuring
the dignity of the individual
and the unity and integrity of
the country are guiding prin-
ciples enshrined in the pream-
ble. There cannot be fraterni-
ty unless members of the com-
munity drawn from different
religions or castes are able to
live in harmony,” the bench
observed in the order.

“Respondents will issue
directions to their subordi-
nates for appropriate action and
such action will be taken irre-
spective of religion against the
person who delivers such hate
speech so that the secular char-
acter of this country as envis-

aged in the preamble is main-
tained,” it said. Abdullah has
moved the top court also seek-
ing direction to the Centre and
States to initiate independent,
credible and impartial probe
into the incidents of hate
crimes and hate speeches across
the country.

In his petition, Abdullah
has also sought to invoke the
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA) and other strin-
gent provisions to curb hate
crimes and hate speeches.

He has alleged the Muslim
community is being “targeted
and terrorised” by the partici-
pation of members of the rul-
ing political party in delivering
hate speeches.

“The spread of hate
towards Muslims and other
minorities gets accelerated and
becomes all the more far-reach-
ing in its impact as a result of
the support, directly or indi-
rectly, extended to radical 
miscreants, who engage in acts
of hate crimes, physical vio-
lence as well as communally
charged speeches by the ruling
political party,” he has said in
the petition. 

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Abdullah,
referred to a recent incident of
hate speech in Delhi. When the
top court asked if Muslims also
make such hate speeches, Sibal
said action should be taken
against all who make hate
speeches and they (Muslims)
should also not be 
spared. 
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In a major setback to former
Prime Minister Imran Khan,

Pakistan’s top election body on
Friday disqualified him from
holding public office for five
years in the Toshakhana case
for hiding proceeds from the
sale of gifts he received from
foreign leaders.

After the consensus ruling
by a four-member bench head-
ed by Chief Election
Commissioner Sikander Sultan
Raja, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) chairman cannot
become a member of the par-
liament for five years. The  EC
member from Punjab was not
present for the announcement.

The ruling coalition gov-
ernment lawmakers had filed a
case with the Election

Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
in August against seeking his
disqualification for failing to
reveal the proceeds from the
sale of gifts that he purchased
at a discounted price from the
state repository “Toshakhana”.

Continued on Page 2
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Pakistan has been taken off
from the grey list of the

Financial Action Task Force
(FATF), the global watchdog on
terror financing and money
laundering, four years after
the country was put in the infa-
mous categorisation.

Significantly, for the first
time, the FATF put Myanmar
in the “high risk jurisdictions
subject to a call for action”,
often referred to as the watch-
dog’s black list.

In a statement, the FATF
said it welcomes Pakistan’s sig-
nificant progress in improving
its anti-money laundering,
combating financial terrorism
(AML/CFT) regime.

The decision was taken by

the FATF in its plenary held in
Paris on October 20-21.

“Pakistan has strengthened
the effectiveness of its
AML/CFT regime and
addressed technical deficiencies
to meet the commitments of its
action plans regarding strategic
deficiencies that the FATF
identified in June 2018 and
June 2021, the latter of which
was completed in advance of

the deadlines,
encompassing
34 action items
in total.

“Pakistan is
therefore no
longer subject
to the FATF’s
increased mon-
itoring process.
Pakistan will

continue to work with APG to
further improve its AML/CFT
system,” the statement said. 

With Pakistan’s exit from
the “grey list”, Islamabad may
now try to get financial aid
from the International
Monetary Fund, the World
Bank, the Asian Development
Bank and the European Union
to boost its cash-strapped econ-
omy. 
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Maharashtra chief minister
Eknath Shinde’s home turf

of Thane reeled under panic on
Friday, as Mumbai’s satellite city
witnessed two shoot-outs ---
within hours of each other --
leaving two persons injured.

In the first shoot-out that
took place at around 5 am on
the Ghantalidevi temple road
located in the heart of Thane,
some miscreants opened three
rounds of fire, in which one
person was injured. The
injured, identified as  one
Ashwin Gamle, a property deal-
er.

Gamle was standing near a
diwali light decoration mater-
ial shop when the incident
took place.  He was rushed to
the Chhatrapati Shivaji

Maharaj Hospital at Kalwa,
while the Naupada Police are
incident,

While it is not known yet as
to what triggered the firing,
police prima facie believe that
the incident might have been a
fallout of some property dis-
pute. 

In the second shoot-out
that was reported from
Lokmanya Pada locality bor-
dering the picturesque Yeoor
hill area at around 9 am, a
gangster – identified as one
Ganesh Jadhav alias Kalia – was
injured when he was allegedly
fired upon by a rival gangster.

Ganesh Kalia sustained a
bullet injury on Ganya’s chest.
He was rushed to the Vedanta
Hospital where his condition
was described as ‘critical’. The
Vartaknagar police are investi-
gating the incident.

Following the two inci-
dents, the Thane Police and
Crime Branch formed multiple
teams to investigate and track
the miscreants behind both
the shootouts.

These two shoot-outs come
on the heels of two similar
shoot-outs that took place dur-
ing the last two months on
Ghodbunder Road. Though
no one was injured in them, the
two incidents had caused some
anxiety among Thanekars.

Friday’s two shoot-outs
have raised serious questions
about the law and order situ-
ation in Shinde’s home city of
Thane.  Though deputy chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
of the BJP holds the home
portfolio, Shinde will have to
contend with criticism from
his political rivals in the com-
ing days.
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Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Friday

said officials had been direct-
ed to ensure that the Yamuna
was not polluted during
Chhath. However, the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) has allocated Rs
40,000 per ward to augment
street lighting at Chhath ghats.
The funds will be allocated to
two ghats per ward.

"Chhath Puja will be cel-
ebrated like before on the
ghats of the Yamuna. Orders
have been given to all officers
that all arrangements are made
to ensure that the Yamuna is
not polluted," he said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Meanwhile, as per the
statement released by the
MCD, "the corporation has
allocated an amount of Rs
40,000 per ward for augment-

ing street lighting at Chhath
Puja ghats. These funds will be
provided to two ghats per
ward. The amount will be
utilised for strengthening
street lighting in and around
Chhath ghats."

The MCD's electrical
department will deploy its
employees to complete the
work at the earliest.

The civic body will also
look after the sanitation
arrangements at the ghats so
that people can celebrate in a

neat and clean environment, it
said.

The MCD will  make
arrangements for parking at
the ghats to provide relief to
the people coming there, it
added.

Chhath will be celebrated
on October 30 and 31.

It involves the offering of
"arghya" to the Sun god by
fasting women in knee-deep
water. The festival is hugely
popular among Purvanchalis
living in Delhi. 
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From Page 1
“Presently, there is no

mechanism for checking
whether the vehicles whose
PUCC have expired are plying
or not. It can be checked at the
time of re- fuelling of the vehi-
cle or during the enforce-
ment drives which are carried
out by the transport depart-
ment regularly, especially dur-
ing the winter months,” said a
transport department official
who asked not to be named.

According to Government
estimates, the transport sector
accounts for 28 per cent of the
PM2.5 emissions in Delhi.
Vehicular contribution also

makes up 80 per cent of nitro-
gen oxides and carbon
monoxide in Delhi’s air.

Under Section 190(2) of
the Motor Vehicle Act, 1993,
vehicle owners not having a
valid PUCC can be fined up to
Rs 10,000, or imprisoned for
up to six months or both.
Officials had earlier said vehi-
cle owners not having a valid
PUCC may also face suspen-
sion of registration certifi-
cate.

The owners are required
to get their vehicles tested to
ascertain if they meet emis-
sion standards for pollutants
such as carbon monoxide,

nitrous oxides, carbon diox-
ide. According to government
data, Delhi has a total of 13.4
million registered vehicles.
There are over 900 pollution
checking centres authorised
by the Transport Department
in Delhi. These are set up at
petrol pumps and workshops
spread all over the city.

Rai also announced that
the Delhi Government will
launch the “Red Light on
Gaadi off ” campaign again to
curb vehicular pollution from
October 28.Under the cam-
paign, first launched on
October 16, 2020, to cut down
vehicular pollution in the

national capital, drivers are
encouraged to switch off their
vehicles while waiting for the
traffic light to turn green.

At a Press conference, Rai
said experts are of the view
that pollution levels may
increase in Delhi after Diwali
if the wind direction changes.
“The Delhi Government is on
alert. We are strictly imple-
menting all the directions of
the Commission for Air
Quality Management. Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Friday reviewed the imple-
mentation of the 15-point
action plan to curb air pollu-
tion in winter,” he said.

From Page 1
“It can also produce a

report called World Policing
between 2048 and 2073. And it
will also be relevant to review
this plan every 5 years,” he said.

“I believe that this research
will prove to be very useful for
law enforcement agencies of
member countries,” he said.

Addressing the concluding
session of the 90th Interpol
General Assembly, he said,
“We cannot fight terrorists and
terrorism globally unless there
is a common definition of
both. Commitment to fight
terrorism and differentiating
good or bad terrorism or clas-
sifying terror attacks as big or
small cannot go together.”

Shah said there must be a
consensus on the cross-border
propagation of terrorist ide-
ologies through online radi-
calisation.

“We cannot consider this
to be a political problem. We
must all be committed to
ensuring that an effective fight
against terrorism should be
long-term, comprehensive and
sustainable,” he said.

Interpol is the best plat-
form to achieve “across border
cooperation” which is must to

defeat “cross border terror-
ism”, he said.

The Home Minister said in
many countries Interpol nodal
agency and counter terrorism
agencies are different.

“Given this situation, in
order to fight terrorism, we will
have to bring together all the
counter-terrorism agencies of
the world,” he said.

Shah urged Interpol to
develop a permanent commu-
nication channel between
counter terror agencies of the
countries where real time infor-
mation and intelligence can be
shared among countries.

India is committed to work
with Interpol to counter all
forms of global terrorism pro-
viding its technical and human
resources. On the occasion of
the 75th anniversary of India’s
Independence, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has put for-
ward his vision of a drugs-free
India, he said.

There is a need to establish
a platform for exchange of
intelligence and information
among countries to counter
illicit narco-trade, he said.

“There should be exchange
of information, joint cam-
paigns, regional maritime

cooperation, mutual legal assis-
tance, effective mechanism to
tackle money laundering to
combat narco-terrorism and
narco-smuggling,” he said
underlining successes achieved
by Narcotics Control Bureau
recently.

India is committed to assist
Interpol in setting up a dedi-
cated centre or convention and
launching a dedicated com-
munication network for
counter-terrorism and anti-
narcotics agencies around the
world.

The Interpol general
assembly is being organised in
New Delhi to coincide with the
75th anniversary year of India’s
Independence.

Shah said the current crime
incidents are “borderless” and
all the Interpol member coun-
tries will have to rise to meet
this challenge and the global
police organisation’s role in
tackling these issues is “very
important.”

He said the Modi
Government is trying its best to
make police forces capable of
dealing with all kinds of chal-
lenges.

India is preparing a nation-
al database on terrorism and

narcotics so that police agencies
can use information effective-
ly. Citizens’ security is the first
priority of any police force, he
said.

“The way criminal syndi-
cates are using modern tech-
nology to work international-
ly, I do not see why countries
across the globe should not
cooperate or coordinate. It’s a
dual challenge before our police
and law enforcement agencies,
on one side they have to imple-
ment law within sovereign
boundaries of a country and on
the other hand they have to
handle the global nature of
criminals operating across bor-
ders,” he said.

The Union Home Minister
said in the last four days, par-
ticipants at the General
Assembly in Delhi had an
extensive discussion on ‘Global
Crime Trend Report 2022’ and
‘Interpol Vision 2030’.

The changes taking place
in active policing, metaverse
and cyber threat landscape are
also being discussed. In addi-
tion, two major resolutions to
increase the use of Interpol’s I-
Familia and the International
Child Sexual Abuse Database
have also been passed.

From Page 1
The PM said taking pride

in one’s heritage and making
all possible effort for develop-
ment are the two main pillars
of a developed India in the
21st century.

Referring to the
Kedarnath and Hemkund
ropeway projects, he recalled
that he had also interacted
with the labourers and engi-
neers involved in these pro-

jects. On Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami’s refer-
ence to Mana as the first vil-
lage instead of the last village
of India, Modi said for him
every village on the border is
the first village of the nation.

“We believe that the
region which was earlier
ignored as the edge of the
nation’s borders is where the
prosperity of the nation
begins,” he said. 

From Page 1
The ECP after hearing the case had

reserved its judgment on September 19 on
the conclusion of the proceedings.

The bench of the ECP on Friday unan-
imously ruled that Khan was involved in
corrupt practices and was disqualified as
a member of the parliament. It also
announced that action would be taken
against him under the corrupt practices
laws.

The ruling came days after Khan’s
party on Monday swept the crucial by-elec-
tions, winning six out of eight National
Assembly seats and two out of three
provincial assembly seats.

Khan, who contested seven National
Assembly seats in the crucial by-elections
held on Sunday, emerged victorious in six
constituencies.

Senior PTI leader Shah Mahmood
Qureshi told reporters after a party meet-
ing chaired by Khan that the party has
decided will challenge the Election
Commission’s verdict in the Islamabad
High Court.

“Our lawyer will challenge it as soon
as the detailed verdict is issued by the
Election Commission of Pakistan,” he said.

He said that the party discussed its
strategy in the wake of the new develop-
ment and another meeting was scheduled
later in the evening for more discussion on
the situation.

Reflecting on the constitutional role of
the ECP during a press conference earli-
er on Friday, Qureshi said that “a minus
one formula will not be acceptable”.

“The ECP is a constitutional institu-
tion,” said Qureshi noting that “free, fair,
and credible elections” was the responsi-
bility of the watchdog. “In no way will a
minus one formula be considered accept-
able,” he added.

Meanwhile, there were reports of
protest in various cities against the deci-
sion including an incident of firing by a
police guard of a lawmaker near the ECP
building. Later, the guard as well as the law-
maker were arrested.

Law Minister Azam Tarar in his reac-
tion termed the decision as “appropriate”
and based on merit. “He (Khan) has been
disqualified for five years and the ECP has
also asked for his trial in a court of law for
concealing assets,” he said.

Khan, who came to power in 2018
apparently received expensive gifts from
rich Arab rulers during official visits,
which were deposited in the Toshakhana.
Later, he bought the same at a discount-
ed price as per the relevant laws and sold
the same at hefty profits but failed to reveal
the same to the ECP.

Though morally apprehensive for
rulers like Khan, who always takes a high
moral ground and leaves no occasion to
castigate his opponents as “corrupt”, the

purchase and sale were legally allowed.
The former premier informed the ECP

during the hearing that the sale of the gifts
that he had procured from the state trea-
sury after paying Rs 21.56 million fetched
about Rs 58 million.

The gifts, among others, included a
Graff wristwatch, a pair of cufflinks, an
expensive pen, a ring and four Rolex
watches.

According to his opponents, Khan
failed to show the sales in the income tax
returns, making him liable.

The case filed with the ECP seeks his
disqualification under Articles 62 and 63
of the Constitution which suggests dis-
qualification if someone is not truthful.

Established in 1974, the Toshakhana
is a department under the administrative
control of the Cabinet Division and stores
precious gifts given to rulers, parliamen-
tarians, bureaucrats, and officials by heads
of other governments and states and for-
eign dignitaries.

Khan was ousted from power in April
after losing a no-confidence vote in his
leadership, which he alleged was part of a
US-led conspiracy targeting him because
of his independent foreign policy decisions
on Russia, China and Afghanistan.

The cricketer-turned-politician, who
came to power in 2018, is the only
Pakistani Prime Minister to be ousted in
a no-confidence vote in Parliament. 
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The All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)

administration on Friday with-
drew a set of Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs)
it had issued for the handling
of MPs who visited the hospi-
tal for treatment. The SOPs,
which included providing a
nodal officer to coordinate and
facilitate treatment for the MPs,
had to be junked after facing
flak from a section of doctors. 

In a recent letter to YM
Kandpal, Joint Secretary at the
Lok Sabha Secretariat, AIIMS
Director M Srinivas listed the
SOPs for outpatient depart-
ment (OPD), emergency con-
sultation and in-patient hospi-
talisation of members of both
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

In his letter, Srinivas has
said duty officers from the
department of hospital admin-
istration will be available at the
AIIMS control room round-
the-clock to coordinate and
facilitate arrangements. The
move drew sharp criticism

from several associations of
doctors who called out the
"VIP culture" at the premier
health institute. On Friday, the
hospital administration with-
drew the letter.

"Letter dated October 17
on the 'medical arrangements
for sitting Members of
Parliament in AIIMS' may be
treated as withdrawn with
immediate effect," the latest let-
ter signed by Chief
Administrative Officer Deo
Nath Sah said.

Soon after this, the
Federation of Resident Doctors
Association (FORDA) tweeted:
"So, Special Privilege stands
withdrawn. Proud of everyone
who supported." 

In another tweet, it said, "A

voice of reason, rationale and
resolve can make a big differ-
ence. We thank everyone for
their support and stand against
the VIP culture in healthcare.
It's a shared success!"

The Federation of All India
Medical Association (FAIMA)
said, "We always stand against
#VIP culture! We will never
compromise with our stand! ...
Director had to withdrawn let-
ter of Special treatment for
#MPs (sic)!"

The FORDA had on
Thursday questioned the SOP,
highlighting that the special
privilege to MPs might come at
the cost of ordinary patients.

The AIIMS director had in
his letter said MP's staff could
call up the officer on duty. The
officer, also a qualified medical
professional, would in turn
speak to the specialist or super-
specialist doctor or the head of
the department concerned to
fix an appointment, it had
mentioned. In case of any
emergency, the Lok Sabha or
the Rajya Sabha secretariats or
the MP's staff could contact the

duty officer, who would guide
them to emergency services,
the now-withdrawn letter had
said. The Federation of All
India Medical Association
(FAIMA) had also tweeted and
shared a letter sent to Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya, appealing to him to
take cognisance of the issue. 

FORDA had tweeted, "We
condemn VIP culture. No
patient should suffer at the cost
of another's privileges. That
being said, having a protocol to
streamline things should not be
viewed as derogatory, provid-
ed it doesn't hamper patient
care."

Similarly, FAIMA's presi-
dent Rohan Krishnan tweeted
saying, "Requesting
@PMOIndia & @man-
sukhmandviya to take cogni-
sance of the letter released by
Director @aiims_nd and take
appropriate action against him
for promoting VIP culture.
@FAIMA_INDIA_ condemns
the move by #DrSrinivas as it
promotes VIP culture, igno-
rance of general pts.”
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Amid the ongoing festive
season, a massive traffic

snarl stretching for about six
kilometres on the Delhi-
Gurugram Expressway was
witnessed on Friday evening as
thousands of commuters
stepped out to shop for Diwali
and Dhanteras.

The streets and markets of
Gurugram witnessed heavy
traffic jams too. All of the
roads nearby Sadar bazaar,
Rajiv Chowk, the Old Railway
Road, the New Railway Road
and Sector 14 saw heavy traf-
fic and commuters were stuck
in traffic jams for hours.

"There is heavy traffic vol-
ume on the roads, due to the
festive season and the weekend.
The traffic movement is slow
on the roads but our cops are
managing the traffic.

“At the Sirhaul border,
Signature Tower and some
internal streets are badly affect-
ed but we are managing the
traffic," said Virender Singh
Sangwan, DCP, traffic. The
traffic snarl stretched IFFCO

chowk to Sirhaul border,
Kherki Daula toll plaza to
Hero Honda chowk and Rajiv
chowk bringing traffic to a
standstill. Commuters heading
towards Delhi are stuck in

heavy traffic jams. 
The traffic was slow at the

Signature tower, Sirhaul border,
Rajiv chowk and many internal
roads of the city till late
evening. "I returing to my

home in Vasant Kunj from the
office but caught in a jam for
the last one hour at the Sirhaul
border," said Praveen Kumar,
manager of a Udyog Vihar-
based private company.

NewDelhi: Delhi Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena has
approved the laying of 16th and
17th Annual Consolidated
Reports of the Lokayukta per-
taining to the years 2017-18
and 2018-19 before the Delhi
Assembly. 

Saxena also flagged that he
has received reports from the
Delhi Government after an
"inordinate delay" and said
being the custodian of public
trust, it should display appro-
priate alertness. The Lieutenant
Governor has written to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal over
the matter. Reacting to the
issue, the Delhi Government in
a statement said, "The L-G
should stop behaving like a
school headmaster."

Sources at the Raj Niwas
said that Saxena, while con-
veying his approval to the CM
for laying the 16 and 17 reports
of the Lokayukta, in the
Assembly has specifically
underlined his constraint in
noting that, “These Annual
Reports of 2017-18 and 2018-
19, have been submitted after
a lapse of three years”, despite
the fact that the “same were for-
warded to the Government
on October 23, 2019, official-
ly”.

The L-G also said that this
is unfortunate that these
important reports are not taken
seriously and dealt with in a
very casual manner, reflecting
unexplained delays for years.
Saxena has brought on record
that after obtaining the
explanatory memorandum, the
department submitted it to
Minister (Administrative
Reform) on September 22,
2020. However, the Minister
submitted it to the CM only on
September 19, 2022, after a gap
of two years, they said.

“This inordinate delay
deprived Legislative Assembly
to take cognizance of this
important report of Lokayukta,
which deals with matters of
corruption, abuse or misuse of
position etc. in cases of public
functionaries,” said sources. In
a letter to CM regarding the
delay of files, the L-G advised
that concerned Minister should

be guided to dispose important
matters of the public interest
within reasonable period, so
that the statutory purpose of
laying it before the Legislative
Assembly is not defeated and
Delhi is not deprived of its wis-
dom, they said.

Saxena said that for an
individual (Arvind Kejriwal),
who made an entire career out
of agitations demanding an
empowered Lokpal,  and a
political party (AAP), whose
entire existence revolves
around tomtoming account-
ability, probity and trans-
parency in governance, this
deliberate de-teething and
emasculation of the Lokpal, yet
again displays the politics of
opportunism, anarchic sub-
version of the Constitution
and Statutes and systematic
annihilation of the systems of
governance– traits that Arvind
Kejriwal and the AAP have
become masters of, sources
said.

“The LG has asked the CM
to recall even on “earlier occa-
sion, such delays were brought
to CM’s notice and subse-
quently the matter was placed
in the Assembly”. He has point-
ed out that “being custodian of
public trust, it is incumbent
upon higher public func-
tionaries to display appropriate
alertness in such matters of
public importance,” they said.

Other concerns are ‘Several
hurdles and hindrances in
smooth and efficient func-
tioning of Lokayukta including
financial autonomy, and inde-
pendence of recruiting staff for
office of Lokayukta’, Non-avail-
ability of any machinery for
conducting investigations,
despite fact that several States
have a DGP level officer to do
so, they claimed. SR

Gurugram: Panic gripped the
Maruti Suzuki plant in
Manesar after a leopard was
spotted on Wednesday, a senior
forest official said on Friday.

The big cat was first spot-
ted in the factory at around
7.15 am by a worker who
raised an alarm. Images of the
animal was also captured in the
CCTV cameras installed in
the factory.

A number of people,
including workers, guards and
transporters, were inside when
the leopard was witnessed on
the premises. Sources said,
fearing an attack by the big cat
the management immediately
issued a safety advisory among
the workers and others. The
forest official said cops of the

concerned police station
reached the plant and cor-
doned off the area. Officials
from the forest department

rushed to the factory to rescue
the animal after being
informed at 7.30 AM. Inspector
Subhash, Station House Officer

(SHO) of IMT Manesar police
station said, "In the CCTV
footage the leopard was com-
ing inside the factory from a

cow shelter of Kasan village
which is adjoining to the fac-
tory. "The police received the
call around 7.25 AM on
Wednesday we immediately
alerted the forest officials but
after a 2-3 hours long search
operation we could not find the
animal. Probably the leopard
left the factory," the SHO said.

He added that the factory
production was not affected as
the area where the animal was
spotted was far away from the
protection unit of the compa-
ny. "A forest department team
has inspected the area but
could not find the leopard in
the factory.  It could be possi-
ble has left the factory and
returned to the Aravali region.
The area is under forest team

vigil. As precautions we have
installed tranquillizers to con-
trol the animal," said M.S.
Malik, the principal chief con-
servative officer of the Forest
Department. 

A team member of the
forest department keeps a vig-
ilant eye on the entry and exit
points of the plant for a few
days so that they can make sure
the leopard has vacated the
plant.

The plant is spread over
750 acres and is one of biggest
Maruti Suzuki plants that man-
ufacture a range of vehicles
such as Swift, Swift Desire and
Ertiga. Meanwhile, despite
repeated phone calls Maruti
Suzuki Management was not
available for comments.
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In a shocking incident in the
National Capital Region

(NCR) which has caught mas-
sive attention, a spat between
two groups of residents turned
violent after they broke into
fisticuffs and pulled each
other's hair, as seen in a video
which was shared and viewed
widely. Two security guards
have been taken into custody in
connection with the incident. 

The video showed a
woman running towards a
female security guard and
pulling her hair and hitting her.
According to police, the inci-
dent took place at the upmar-
ket Hyde Park Society in Sector
78, Noida , located within the

Sector 113 police station lim-
its. Two groups, clashed on
Thursday night, resulting in
minor injuries to two women
over a residents' body election. 

Within moments, it esca-
lated after security guards were
accused of manipulating the
elections and helping one of the
groups. The brawl ended when
the police arrived "The clash-
es broke out between the resi-
dents over the post of president
of the society's Apartment
Owners' Association (AOA).

The guards also got involved in
the fight, leading to injuries to
two women," a police official
said. "Two guards have been
detained following a complaint
from the injured women and
further investigation is under-
way," the police official said. 

Police said CCTV footage
is being analysed to ascertain
the sequence of events. Video
clips purportedly of the clash
are circulating on social media
platforms. 

A woman resident is seen
pulling a woman guard by her
hair and slapping at least two
other guards in videos that are
being widely shared. Some
guards were seen waving sticks
and warning residents, but the
clash continued, a video

showed.  "The guards came all
of a sudden and started beat-
ing us with sticks. We had gath-
ered here for the general body
meeting, but they switched off
the lights to prevent us from
holding the meeting. Then
they took out rods from the
fencing and attacked us," said
a woman resident, showing
her injured hand.

Another woman was seen
with a swollen hand as a resi-
dent could be heard saying,
"Won't allow gundagardi by
guards in Hyde Park." Several
apartment complexes in the
cities neighbouring Delhi -
Uttar Pradesh's Noida and
Haryana's Gurugram - have
made headlines lately for
wrong reasons.

NEW DELHI: After notifying
the municipal wards, the State
Election Commission (SEC)
has reserved 42 of the 250
municipal wards for women
and persons belonging to the
Scheduled Castes. 

Of the 42 wards, 21 have
been reserved for women while
the rest have been reserved for
scheduled caste. The notifica-
tion of reserved wards will
pave the way for pre-election
preparatory work as the viable
candidates will start pushing
for tickets from the three key
political parties based on the

status of the wards. The 42
wards reserved for the Schedule
caste (SC) category are Sangam
Park, Inder Puri, Vishwas
Nagar, Trilokpuri, Nang Nagri,
Madipur, Gokal Pur, Madangir,
Ram Nagar, Harsh Vihar,
Kalyanpuri, Tigri, Nangloi,
West Patel Nagar, Pushp Vihar,
Dakshin Puri, Shakar Pur,
Tigri, Shahbaad Dairy, Malka
Ganj, Karol Bagh, Saboli,
Joharipur, Madan Khadar East,
Wazirpur, Badarpur, Delhi
Gate, Kishan Ganj, Civil Lines,
Gharoli, Mayur Vihar Phase 1,
Raghubir Nagar, Pul Pehladpur,

Sundar Nagri, Harkesh Nagar,
Shahdara, Mangolpuri-A,
Mangolpuri-B , Dev Nagar,
Sultanpuri-A, Sultanpuri-B,
and Jawalpuri.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs on October 17 had
issued the final gazette notifi-
cation for redrawing of munic-
ipal wards in Delhi, as per
which the number of wards in
the city has been reduced to
250 from the previous figure of
272 as part of the delimitation
exercise. According to the
gazette notification issued by
the Delhi government on

October 20, out of the 250
wards, 42 shall be reserved for
persons belonging to the
Scheduled Caste category in the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD).

"And, whereas, section 3 of
the said Act (Delhi Municipal
Corporation Act, 1957) pro-
vides that seats shall be
reserved for women belonging
to Scheduled Castes, from
among the seats reserved for
Scheduled Castes, which shall
not be less than one half of the
total number of seats reserved
for Scheduled Castes. SR
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Delhi's PM2.5 pollution
average for the July-

August-September quarter this
year stood at 37 microgram per
cubic metre, only marginally
higher than the five-year low of
36 microgram per cubic metre
recorded during 2020, accord-
ing to an analysis by the Centre
for Science and Environment
(CSE).<Pollution levels in the
July-August-September quarter
were preceded by one of the
most polluted summers this
year, unlike in 2020 when the
trimester followed the cleanest
ever summer (March-May)
due to extraordinary conditions
created because of hard pan-
demic lockdowns, the green
think tank said.

"Therefore, it is important
to understand what aided in
cleaning up the Delhi air.
Looking at the rainfall data it
becomes evident that distribu-
tion of rainfall has a relatively
higher impact on seasonal air
quality than the absolute quan-
tity of rainfall," it said.

There have been 45 rainy
days in July, August and
September this year as com-
pared to just 39 rainy days in
the quarter last year. "These six
extra rainy days helped keep

the seasonal average low
despite total rainfall this mon-
soon having been just one-
third of the previous mon-
soon," the CSE said.

These additional rainy days
also pushed the regular start of
bad air quality days further
down the month of October, it
said. The PM2.5 average for the
quarter stood at 38 micro-
gram per cubic metre in 2021,
41 microgram per cubic metre
in 2019 and 43 microgram per
cubic metre in 2018.

The CSE had on Thursday
said the average PM2.5 pollu-
tion in Delhi in the winter sea-
son has declined by about 20
per cent as compared to the
pre-pandemic period.

The PM2.5 concentration
for winter (October 1 to
February 28) used to hover
around 180-190 microgram
per cubic metre before the
pandemic. It has come down to
150-160 microgram per cubic
metre since then, it said.

However, the seasonal
average is still over 150 per cent
above the 24-hour standard (60
microgram per cubic metre)
and almost four times the
annual standard (40 micro-
gram per cubic metre) despite
the improvement, the green
think tank noted.
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Giving a boost to its Defence
capabilities, India on

Friday successfully test-fired
indigenously built Agni Prime
missile off the Odisha coast in
Balasore.  The missile has a
range between 1,000 km to
2,000 km and can carry nuclear
warheads.

This weapon is a new gen-
eration missile built by the
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO).  The sleek missile was
test fired from a mobile launch-
er from the APJ Abdul Kalam
Island around 9.45 am, officials
here said.

The solid-fuelled canis-
terised missile met all mission
parameters during the test.
All its navigation was tracked
and monitored by radars and
telemetry equipment posi-
tioned along various points.  

The last trial of the missile
was conducted on December
18 last year from the same base,
which was also successful, offi-
cials said adding all test objec-
tives were met and said that the
third consecutive (and suc-
cessful) test of the ‘Agni Prime’
had ‘established the accuracy
and reliability of the system’.

Performance was validated
using data obtained by many
tracking systems, including
radar, telemetry and electro-
optical systems, the officials
said.

These systems were
deployed at different locations
along the flight path, including
two down-range ships at the
terminal point, and covered the
entire trajectory, officials
added.The first test was in

June last year, with the second
six months later - in December.
On both those occasions too
the missile ‘followed textbook
trajectory and met all mission
objectives with a high level of
accuracy’, officials said.

The two-stage missile
weighs nearly 50 per cent less
than the Agni 3 missile besides
having new guidance and
propulsion systems. It can be
fired from rail or road.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday

said it has attached seven
immovable assets of Uttar
Pradesh gangster-turned-politi-
cian Mukhtar Ansari in con-
nection with an ongoing
money laundering probe
against him and his family.

The properties, provision-
ally attached under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) are
worth Rs 1.48 crore (registry
value) while their circle rate at
the time of registration was Rs
3.42 crore, the ED said in a
statement.

Ansari, a five-time former
MLA, is currently lodged in a
prison in Banda, Uttar Pradesh.
The 59-year-old accused was
questioned by the ED in this
case last year.

In August, the agency also
searched the official residence
of his elder brother and BSP
MP Afzal Ansari in Delhi and
some locations in Ghazipur,
Mohammadabad (in Ghazipur
district), Mau and state capital
Lucknow.

The money laundering
case against Mukhtar Ansari
stems from multiple FIRs
lodged by the Uttar Pradesh
Police apart from two more
FIRs lodged against a compa-
ny Vikas Constructions (a part-
nership firm) that was run by
his wife, two brothers-in-law
and others.

The agency has alleged
that the company was used for
constructing godowns on pub-
lic and government land after
"encroaching" on them.

"The godowns were con-
structed in Mau and Ghazipur
districts of Uttar Pradesh. Vikas
Construction was being run by
Afshan Ansari (wife of
Mukhtar Ansari) and her two
brothers Atif Raza and Anwar
Shahzad, a person identified as
Ravindra Narayan Singh, and
Zakir Hussain," the agency
said.

"Uttar Pradesh Police has
filed a charge sheet in one of
the FIRs registered at Mau in
which all the partners of the
firm (Vikas Construction) have
been named as accused," it said.

The probe found that rent
of Rs 15 crore was collected by
Vikas Construction from the
Food Corporation of India by
renting out godowns "illegally"
constructed by encroaching
public/government land at Mau
and Ghazipur districts.

"This rent was further used
to purchase immovable prop-
erties in the name of Vikas
Construction and Afshan
Ansari. 

Further investigation to
trace out the remaining process
of crime is under progress," the
ED said.

Mukhtar Ansari is facing
ED probes in connection with
at least 49 criminal cases
booked against him, including
those on charges of land grab-
bing, murder and extortion.

He faces trials in Uttar
Pradesh in several cases,
including attempt to murder
and murder. 

The Ghazipur district

administration had seized two
plots of land, measuring 1.901
hectares and valued at over Rs
6 crore, that were purchased
using alleged illegal earnings of

Mukhtar Ansari, according to
the police. In July, the Uttar
Pradesh Police attached Afzal
Ansari’s assets worth Rs 14.90
crore under the Gangster Act.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday sought responses

from the Centre and others,
including the Medical Council
of India, to petitions alleging
rising assault on doctors and
seeking framing of guidelines
for their protection across the
country.

A bench of Chief Justice
Uday Umesh Lalit and Justice
Bela M Trivedi also issued
notice to the Rajasthan gov-
ernment as the petitions filed
by the Delhi Doctors Forum,
Indian Medical Association
(Dwarka) and Suneet Kumar
Upadhyay sought a CBI probe
into the alleged suicide of a
gynaecologist in Dausa in the
state.  

Upadhyay’s wife Archana
Sharma, a gynaecologist, had
ended her life by suicide in
Rajasthan after being harassed
by a mob following the death
of a woman patient during the
delivery on account of excessive
bleeding. “Issue notice on the
petitions returnable on
November 23. Dasti in addi-
tion,” the bench said. In legal
parlance, ‘Dasti’ means delivery
of a notice by hand.

Lawyer Shashank Deo
Sudhi, appearing for Medical

Association (Dwarka), said
doctors are being attacked
across the country even if a
patient dies on account of
health reasons which are
beyond the control of medical
professionals.

“There are no medical cells
in police stations either. The
police officers do not under-
stand medical terminology,”
he said, adding there was a
need for framing comprehen-
sive guidelines to protect doc-
tors. Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranaraynan, appearing
for the husband of the deceased
doctor, said the child was deliv-
ered healthy and the mother
had pre-conditions which led
to the death. Still the gynae-
cologist was hounded.

The petitioners pleaded for
the Centre and other stake-
holders to take remedial steps.

“Issue a direction in nature
of mandamus or any other
appropriate writ, order/direc-
tion or directions for consti-
tuting a CBI enquiry into the
circumstances which led to
unfortunate death of young
gynecologist doctor by com-
mitting suicide under the mys-
terious conditions in order to
find out the actual perpetrators
of the entire incident and bring
them to justice to deter other

such potential wrong doer,”
one of the pleas said. It also
sought a direction to stake-
holders for evolving a mecha-
nism to compensate the fami-
ly and dependents of doctors
who lost their lives to the
cause of public service. 

A pregnant woman, Asha
Bhairwa, aged about 22 years,
had died at Anand Hospital at
Lalsot in Dausa, Rajasthan
during delivery due to post-
delivery haemorrhage on
March 28. Protests were held
outside the hospital against
the treating doctors who were
also threatened with the regis-
tration of a murder FIR, the
plea said, adding the gynae-
cologist died a day later alleged-
ly by suicide.
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The offbeat interpretation
of  Lord Krishna’s sermons

in ‘Bhagawad Gita’ by senior
Congress leader  and former
Home Minister Shivraj Patil
suggesting that Lord Krishna
also taught lessons of  ‘Jihad’  to
Arjuna  in Mahabharata and
drawing a parallel to ‘Quran’s
preaching prompted the BJP on
Friday to  put  the Opposition
party on the mat.

A sheepish Congress
described Patil’s comments as
“unacceptable” and brought
forth Jawaharlal Nehru’s views
to clarify the party’s stand on
the  issue. Patil, for his part,
sought to clarify which only
turned out to be a confusion
worse confounded. 

Patil,  who was union
home minster from 2004 to
2008, took an ‘unconvention-
al  view’  of   the time-honoured
‘Gyan’  of ‘Gita’ at a book
launch of  Congress veteran
Mohsina Kidwai’s biography
here on Thursday saying Lord
Krishna also taught lessons of
‘jihad’ to Arjuna in Gita in the
Mahabharata. “It’s said there is
a lot of discussion on Jihad in
Islam religion. Even after all

efforts, if someone doesn’t
understand clean ideas, then
power can be used. It is not just
in the Quran Sharif, but also in
the Mahabharata of which Gita
is a part,” Patil said about the
book which  speaks  of  uni-
versal oneness  with no divide.

The BJP  lost no opportu-
nity to  embarrass the opposi-
tion party latching on to the
comments of Patil who was for
long lying low, away from the

public view.   BJP spokesperson
and Rajya Sabha MP
Sudhanshu Trivedi demanded
that Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge or its
leader Sonia Gandhi should
respond to Patil’s comments.
“What Shivraj Patil said is a
symbol of their party’s perverse
& disgusting mindset”, he said.

Recalling views of pre-
independence Congress stal-
warts, Trivedi  noted that

Mahatma Gandhi in his com-
mentary on the Hindu epic had
described it as a source of
‘Anasakti Yoga’ (selfless action)
while Bal Gangadhar Tilak
expounded his philosophy of
‘Karma Yoga’ through his study
of Gita and added that
Congress leaders now see
‘jihad’  in it.

BJP national spokesper-
son Prem Shukla alleged that
the Congress has long been
involved in the conspiracy to
"insult Hindu, Hindutva and
Hindustan" and Patil’s remarks
are yet another chapter towards
this. 

Former Union ministers
Sushilkumar Shinde and P
Chidambaram had spoken
about "saffron terror", he said.
Shukla accused Congress of
playing vote bank politics and
asserted its leaders in the past
have drawn a parallel between
Hindutva with terror organi-
sations like Boko Haram and
Taliban. 

On the backfoot, Congress
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh took to Twitter to give
the party’s official view and
said, “The Congress’s stand is
clear. Bhagavad Gita is a key
foundational pillar of Indian

civilization. My senior col-
league Shivraj Patil reportedly
made some comments on
Bhagavad Gita that’s unac-
ceptable," he said.

He shared on Twitter
excerpts from Jawaharlal
Nehru’s book ‘The Discovery of
India’, wherein the first prime
minister wrote: "The message
of the Gita is not sectarian or
addressed to any particular
school of thought. 

It is universal in its
approach for everyone,
Brahmin or outcaste. ‘All paths
lead to me,’ it says. It is because
of this universality that it has
found favour with all classes
and schools." Patil later sought
to clarify. "Will you call
Krishna’s lessons to Arjun
jihad? No. That’s what I was
saying," Patil can be seen clar-
ifying in a video released by
news agency ANI, after scold-
ing the reporters."This jihad’s
message is what you are say-
ing," he said and then stopped
a journalist who asked a ques-
tion.  

He sought to explain what
jihad is according to the Hindu
religion and said killing
Mahatma Gandhi will be con-
sidered jihad.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday

said it has frozen fresh deposits
worth Rs 78 crore following
raids on the premises of pay-
ment gateway Razorpay and
some banks as part of an ongo-
ing money laundering probe
against the alleged illegal oper-
ations of loan apps "controlled"
by Chinese nationals.

The searches were carried
out at five premises in
Bengaluru on October 19, the
ED said.

The money laundering
case stems from 18 FIRs filed
by the cyber crime police sta-
tion of Bengaluru police against
numerous entities/persons for
their involvement in extortion
and harassment of the public
who had availed small amounts
of loans through the mobile
apps being run by them.

"These entities are con-
trolled/operated by Chinese
nationals. The modus operan-
di of these entities is to use
forged documents of Indians
and make them dummy direc-
tors and generate proceeds of
crime.

It has come to notice that
the said entities were doing
their suspected/illegal business
through various merchant
IDs/accounts held with pay-
ment gateways and banks," the
ED said in a statement.

These entities were gener-
ating "proceeds of crime"
through various merchant
IDs/accounts held with pay-
ment gateways and banks and
they have submitted fake
addresses in KYC documents.
"An amount of Rs 78 crore has
been seized in merchant IDs
(held in payment gateways) and
bank accounts of these Chinese
persons-controlled entities. The
total seizure in the case now
stands at Rs 95 crore," the
agency said. The agency had
earlier seized deposits worth Rs
17 crore in the case. It said fresh
searches were carried out at the

premises of Razorpay Pvt Ltd
and compliance offices of some
of the banks. These payment
gateway firms have been in the
ED’s crosshairs since 2020,
soon after the Covid-19 out-
break started in the country.

The ED initiated a probe
under the criminal sections of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) after
a number of instances of
gullible debtors ending their
lives came to the fore from var-
ious States.

The victims, according to
the police, were being coerced
and harassed by these loan app
(application) companies by
publicising their personal
details available in their phones
and using high-handed meth-
ods to threaten them.

It was alleged that the com-
panies sourced all personal
data of the loan-takers at the
time of downloading these
apps on their phones, even as
their interest rates were "usu-
rious".

The ED had said the
alleged proceeds of crime in
this case were routed through
these payment gateways.
Meanwhile, the ED has arrest-
ed Romen Agarwal in a sepa-
rate case under PMLA in an
ongoing investigation of Mobile
Gaming Application, namely
E-nuggets.

Agarwal is actively
involved in inter/intra country
transactions related with trans-
fer of ill-gotten money within
and outside the country
received from criminals. He
acts as a conduit for arrange-
ment of parking/routing/trans-
ferring of funds generated from
illegal activities, the agency
said.

Agarwal has used his cryp-
to exchange accounts for park-
ing of funds received from
Aamir Khan, main accused in
the E-nuggets App case. He was
arrested by ED and produced
before Special Court (PMLA),
Kolkata that granted his cus-
tody to ED till October 28.

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court agreed on Friday to
hear a fresh plea moved by a
women's organisation, chal-
lenging the remission of sen-
tence and the release of con-
victs in the 2002 Bilkis Bano
gang-rape case, which also
involves the killing of seven of
her family members during the
Gujarat riots.

A bench of justices Ajay
Rastogi and C T Ravikumar
tagged the matter with the
main petition and said it would
be heard along with it. The top
court was hearing a plea filed
by the National Federation of
Indian Women, challenging
the remission of sentence and

the release of convicts in the
case. The court had, on
October 18, said the Gujarat
government's reply to peti-
tions challenging the remission
is very bulky, wherein a series
of judgments have been quot-
ed but factual statements are
missing. It granted time to the
petitioners to file their

response to the Gujarat gov-
ernment's affidavit and said it
will hear the matter on
November 29.

Bilkis Bano was 21 years
old and five-month pregnant
when she was gang-raped
while fleeing the riots that
broke out after the Godhra
train burning incident. Her
three-year-old daughter was
among the seven family mem-
bers killed. 

The 11 men convicted in
case walked out of Godhra
sub-jail on August 15 after
Gujarat government allowed
their release under its remis-
sion policy. They completed
more than 15 years in jail.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday junked a plea seek-

ing a "fact-finding enquiry"
into the history of the Taj
Mahal and the "opening of 22
rooms" on the monument's
premises, terming it "publici-
ty interest litigation".

A bench of justices M R
Shah and M M Sundresh
refused to interfere with the
Allahabad High Court order
that had dismissed the plea.
"The high court was not in
error in dismissing the peti-
tion, which is more of a pub-

licity interest litigation.
Dismissed," the bench said.
The high court had, on May
12, said petitioner Rajneesh
Singh, who is the media in-
charge of the Bharatiya Janata
Party's (BJP) Ayodhya unit,
had failed to point out which
of his legal or constitutional
rights were being infringed.

It had also pulled up the
petitioner's lawyer for filing
the Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) petition in a "casual"
manner and said it could not
pass an order under Article
226 of the Constitution in the
matter.
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All hell broke loose in
Kolkata and other parts of

Bengal as Opposition parties
BJP, Left and the Congress on
Thursday took out rallies and
jostled with the police hours
after the men in uniform in a
midnight operation forcibly
removed TET-cleared teachers
sitting on a hunger strike out-
side the Primary Education
Board office demanding early
recruitment.

Condemnation against the
Chief Minister and his gov-
ernment was widespread with
Left, BJP and Congress lead-
ership hitting the streets
against the “inhuman treat-
ment meted out to the fasting
candidates.”

A number of BJP and Left
leaders were arrested and later
released in Kolkata while the
supporters of these two parties
blockaded roads in districts
from Siliguri, Raiganj and
Balurghat in North Bengal to
Hooghly, Midnapore,  Bankura
and Barasat in the southern
part of the state.

A galaxy of civil society
members including Aparna
Sen, Kaushik Sen, Bibhas
Chakrabarty condemned the
midnight police action on
“candidates who had been fast-
ing without even a drop of
water for the past four days.”

Senior BJP leader and
MLA Agnimitra Paul said, “
this is a devil of a Government
that does not even weak and
fasting protesters many of who
were sitting in the dharna with
their toddlers in their laps …
and Mamata Banerjee  calls
herself a people’s Chief
Minister.”

CPI(M) central committee
member Sujan Chkrabarty said
“this inhuman government is
torturing the innocent teach-
ers instead of going after the
corrupt brass that sold away
thousands of teaching and
non-teaching posts and filled
the coffers of the Trinamool
Congress and its top leader-
ship.”

Thousands of prospective
teachers had cleared their
Teachers’ Eligibility Test exams

in 2014 but they fell victims to
an organised recruitment rack-
et in which ineligible and
failed candidates were given
jobs for cash at the cost of wait-
listed successful aspirants. 

An inquiry conducted
under a court order revealed
how people got jobs after sub-
mitting blank OMR sheets and
in order to delete evidence
those OMR sheets were later
destroyed.

The school-level recruit-
ment scam — affecting
prospective primary, sec-
ondary and higher secondary
teachers, and Group C and D
staff — continued gripped the
education department till the
year 2020 or even later until
heads rolled with then
Education Minister and num-
ber two in the Mamata
Banerjee Government Partha
Chatterjee was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate.

The recruitment scam also
crores of cash and jewellery
tumbling out of the cupboards
of ministers’ close aide Arpita
Mukherjee. 

Subsequent to Chatterjee’s

arrest Primary School Board
chairman and Trinamool
Congress MLA Manik
Bhattacharya too was arrested.
Among other top functionar-
ies who went to jail were a
serving vice chancellor, a chair-
man of West bengal Board of
Secondary  Education, an advi-
sor to the State School Service
Commission along with a for-
mer SSC chairman and its
secretary.

While the agitators from
various catagories had been sit-
ting on dharnas for almost two
years things reached a flash
point when the WBBPE
announced its decision to start
an interview process for those
who had cleared TET exams in
2014 and 2017.

The 2014 batch immedi-
ately complained that they had
already appeared in two inter-
views and demanded merit

list of those two interviews
published. They also that  con-
tended that since the syllabus
and marking pattern of 2014
and 2017 were different their
ultimate marks would vary.
When the Board turned down
their request to reconsider its
decision the TET candidates
went on an indefinite hunger
strike leading the police to
forcibly remove them on
Thursday midnight.
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Attacking the Bharatiya
Janata Party outreach pro-

gramme towards Muslims,
Samajwadi Party’s Sambhal
MLA Iqbal Mehmood claimed
that Muslims would never
vote for the BJP as they could
never trust people who wor-
shiped Nathuram Godse, the
man who shot Mahatma
Gandhi dead.
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Recreating the ambience of
the Ramayana period

resembling the Tretayuga this
Diwali, the divine and holy
birthplace of Lord Rama is all
decked up with ‘Ramayana
gates’ and tableaux as the tem-
ple town prepares itself for the
organisation of the Deepotsav
with grandeur.

“To take the visitors down
the history lane on the festival
of light, the city has been beau-
tified with hoardings and ban-
ners from the Ramayana peri-
od,” Bharatiya Janata Party
state vice-president Vijay
Bahadur Pathak said.

He said as Diwali was
approaching, the preparations
had been intensified.

From Ayodhya highway to
Nayaghat, 30 different kinds of
welcome gates with different
names are being prepared for
Deepotsav. Some welcome
gates have been named ‘Ram

Setu Dwar’ and others as
‘Bharat Dwar’.

“These gates have been
prepared in the name of every
mythological character associ-
ated with Lord Ram, including
Sita Dwar, Shabari Dwar,
Ahilya Dwar, Jatayu Dwar,
Hanuman Dwar, Lav-Kush
Dwar. Besides, selfie points
have been made near the stat-
ues of Lord Ram, Sita,
Lakshman, Bharat, Shatrughan,
Lord Hanuman on Ram Ki
Paidi. Graphics depicting Lord
Shri Ram's return to Ayodhya
from Lanka by Pushpak
vimana are also being made.
The gates will also serve to raise
awareness of the younger gen-
eration,” Pathak said.
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Peoples Democratic Party
Chief and former Jammu

and Kashmir Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti has been
served notice by the office of
the Deputy Director Estates,
Kashmir to vacate the Fair
View Guest House, located on
the Gupkar road in Srinagar.

Through the notice, dated
October 15, 2022, the deputy
Director Estates  has also com-
municated to the former Chief
Minister  to confirm  whether
she  requires an alternative
accommodation or not.
"Should you  require an alter-
native accommodation the
Government is willing to pro-
vide the same  on your request,
on security or any other
ground(s)" the order copy
served to the former Chief
Minister read.

After demitting the office

of Chief Minister in June 2018
,Mehbooba Mufti had vacated
her official residence in
Jammu and was staying in the
Fair View Guest House, allo-
cated to her Father Mufti
Mohd Sayeed when he served
the erstwhile state of J&K as
Chief Minister.

The notice was issued
under sub-section 1 of Section
4 of The Jammu and Kashmir
Public Premises (Eviction of
Un-authorized occupant)Act,
1988 read with amended Act,

2016.
The Fairview Guest house,

was previously an interroga-
tion centre called PAPA-II
and it served as an official
guest house till 1989. Later,
former Chief Secretary  Ashok
Jaitly moved into it in 1996
and used it as his residence.

Between 1954-57 it was
the residence of  Former Major
General Goverdhan Singh
Jamwal who was ADC to
Sadar E Riyasat of then Yuvraj
Dr Karan Singh.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on the occa-

sion of Police Commemoration
Day, lauded the contribution of
gallant policemen in main-
taining the rule of law in the
state, saying, “It is the result of
UP’s zero tolerance towards
crime and criminals and the
contribution of brave police-
men that no criminal is free in
the state today; they are either
in prison or have been killed.”

Saluting the courage, val-
our and dedication of brave
police personnel, Yogi
Adityanath said, “Maintenance
of rule of law in the state is
ensuring peaceful celebration
of every festival and safer envi-
ronment for women, weaker
sections, traders and the com-
mon man.”

On the occasion, the chief
minister announced an
increase in Rs 200 cycle
allowance given to police per-
sonnel by providing them with

a Rs 500 motorcycle allowance.
He also dedicated the facility of
the e-pension portal to the
policemen.

The chief minister, who
was present among the police
personnel just before Diwali,
also announced the approval of
reimbursement of medical
expenses of more than Rs
5,00,000 from the level of direc-
tor general of police (DGP) for
the convenience of policemen.

“Till now, this was being
addressed at the government
level, which caused an unnec-
essary delay, now there will be
no delays,” the chief minister
said.

During the event organised
at Reserve Police Lines in

Lucknow, Yogi Adityanath said
that taking great inspiration
from Gita, the brave policemen
had made the supreme sacrifice
to maintain the external and
internal security of the country
and the state. He pointed out
that in 2021-22, seven brave
policemen of Uttar Pradesh
were martyred.

Saluting the martyrs, the
chief minister assured the
dependents of the martyred
policemen that the govern-
ment would extend all possible
help to them with utmost sen-
sitivity.

The chief minister said
that the police force served the
state with dedication even in
adverse circumstances. “In the
midst of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the state police force
presented a perfect example of
humanity. During this, 45
policemen also succumbed to
the novel coronavirus, and
their families were given jobs
and a sum of Rs 22.50 crore as
per rules. Moreover, assistance

amounting to Rs 141.9 crore
was given to the dependents of
581 martyrs of Uttar Pradesh
origin serving in Central Para
Military Forces, Indian Army,
among others,” he said.

Lauding the efforts of the
police in improving law and
order in Uttar Pradesh, the
chief minister said that while
taking strict action against the
criminals, assets worth Rs 44.
59 billion had been confiscat-
ed or destroyed so far and
schools for daughters and
houses for the poor were being
constructed on such properties.

The chief minister said
that from March 30, 2017 to
October 13, 2022, about 166
dreaded criminals were killed
and 4,453 were injured across
the state. He said action under
the Gangsters Act was taken
against 58,648 persons and
under National Security Act
against 807. He said the prop-
erty of 50 dreaded mafias and
their accomplices worth about
Rs 2,268 crore was confiscated

or demolished and in this, one
mafia and eight of his accom-
plices were also killed in an
encounter.

While 39 were sentenced to
life imprisonment due to effec-
tive prosecution, two were sen-
tenced to death. In the same
period, 13 policemen were also
martyred.

In the period from
September 1, 2021 to August
31, 2022, 264 policemen in the
country laid down their lives.
These included seven police-
men of Uttar Pradesh -- Sub-
Inspector Virendra Nath
Mishra, Sub-Inspector Kadir
Khan, chief constable Munil
Kumar Choubey, constable
Sarvesh Kumar, constable
Sumit Kumar, constable Lalit
Kumar and constable Manish
Kumar.

The chief minister said
that the entire police force of
the state was proud of the val-
our of these heroes who sacri-
ficed their lives while giving
their services.
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Breaking taboo and age old
tradition of the society, a

large number of widows living
in ashrams of Mathura once
again joined Diwali celebration
on the bank of the river
Yamuna in the holy town of
Vrindavan on Friday.

In the age-old Hindu soci-
ety, widows were treated as
"inauspicious" and they were
not allowed to take part in any
auspicious functions and ritu-
als. Till a few years ago, widows
living in Varanasi and
Vrindavan were keeping them-
selves away from Holi and
Diwali celebrations.

This evening around hun-
dred widows living in various
shelter homes gathered at the
historic KC ghat and lit colour-
ful diyas and celebrated the fes-
tival of light with gaiety.

The widows decorated the
ghat and lit hundreds of earth-
en lamps. They chanted

Krishna bhajans and danced in
the presence of other devotees.

This programme was
organised by Sulabh
International under the men-
torship of Dr Bindeshwar
Pathak.

Thousands of widows,
mostly from West Bengal, have
been living in Vrindavan for
decades and they were not
allowed to take part in rituals
till social organisation Sulabh
International extended them a
helping hand, said Dr Pathak .

“I am happy that our ini-
tiative has impacted the society
in bigger ways and such bad
traditions are vanishing rapid-
ly,” Dr Pathak said in a state-
ment.
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The CPI(M)-led Kerala
Government reportedly

subverted the Central
Government’s investigation in
the infamous gold smuggling
case through the green chan-
nel at Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport by influ-
encing the Enforcement
Directorate officer in charge of
Kerala.

This was disclosed by
Swapna Suresh, one of the
prime accused in the gold
smuggling scam that literally
shook the Kerala Government
during 2019-2021. Speaking to

a popular Malayalam satellite
news channel on Friday,
Swapna stated that three
prominent CPI(M) leaders
tried to sexually exploit her.

“The then minister
Katakampalli Surendran, the
then Speaker P
Sreeramakrishnan and the
then finance minister Thomas
Issac had tried their best to
sexually abuse me. Both
Surendran and
Sreeramakrishnan are dirty
men who should never be
allowed anywhere near our
houses,” said Swapna who is in
the news for her life story “The
Padmaveeham of Traps”.

Swapna reiterated her

stance that the gold smuggling
took place with the full con-
nivance of Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan. “I had hand-
ed over the entire details to the
Enforcement Directorate offi-
cial and this found its way to
the Chief Minister. They
bought over the ED official and
that was how the investigation
came to a dead end,” said
Swapna who also said that she
was appointed as the liaison
officer of the Kerala
Government owned Space
Park to facilitate the transfer of
ill-gotten money from foreign
investors to the Chief
Minister’s family.

She was highly critical of

Katakampalli Surendran and P
Sreeramakrishnan who
behaved in a nasty way with
her. “Surendran forced me to
sleep with him and summoned
me to his hotel room around
midnight. I had to shout at him
to stop fooling around me,”
said Swapna. She recalled the
moments Sreeramakrishnan
spent hours in her house booz-
ing and dining. “He behaved
like a college student and in a
shameless manner. Issac was
not that direct and restricted
himself to inviting me to
accompany him to Munnar
where he promised to show me
some of the beautiful places,”
said the lady.
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Sir — This refers to the "UK PM Liz Truss
resigned" on Thursday after only 45 days
in office. Her decision to step down
comes after a tumultuous six-week term
in which her policies triggered turmoil
in financial markets and a rebellion in her
party undermined her authority. She said,
“I cannot deliver the mandate on which
I was elected.” Just a day earlier, Truss had
vowed to stay in power, saying she was
“a fighter and not a quitter.” 

But Truss couldn’t hold on any longer
after a senior minister quit her govern-
ment with a barrage of criticism and a
vote in the House of Commons descend-
ed into chaos and acrimony just days after
she was forced to abandon many of her
economic policies. Her departure leaves
a divided Conservative Party seeking a
leader who can unify its warring factions.

Sadiksha Agrawal | Ujjain 
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Sir — The rupee was at 4.16 to a US dol-
lar in 1947. Now, as of date, it is just over
�83 — appreciation to an extent of about
79 in 75 years. That works out to just over
a rupee every year, from that time. Gold
was at �99 per 10 gm in 1947. The same
is �47,620 approximately, today. Both
these values tell us about the real India's
extremely poor economic status. Where
do we go from here, in the coming years?
Making big noise about "Atmanirbharh",
100 Unicorns, 7.5% growth, and whatnot-
have not even joke value. Rupee value
reveals the poor state of the Indian
Economy- The USD at �83 reveals the
real story. Comparing current INR dol-
lar values with the 1947 value may not
be justified as we are an emerging nation
with a lot to catch up on, while America
was already a developed nation, (having
got independence in 1776) leading the
world. But the present slide is unpardon-
able. The Government must act. Let's
hope the Government comes up with a
plan to manage the rupee depreciation.

The fall of rupee is just not bad for
the economy but also has a demoraliz-
ing effect on people. It creates confusion

and uncertainty in the minds of people
who postpone their financial decisions
fearing the worse. As our economy is
going through a rough patch, we need to
lift the people’s morale by putting a break
on rupee’s slide and instill their confi-
dence in the Indian rupee.

Gundu K Maniam | Ghaziabad 
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Sir — Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet
Ram Rahim who is on parole has been
holding online discourses, which have
been attended by BJP leaders from
Haryana . His parole has once again coin-
cided with polls in the region, the third
such instance in the current year. Haryana
will be witnessing panchayat elections
and the by-polls to the Adampur
Assembly seat next month. The Dera
chief, who is serving a 20-year jail for rap-
ing his two disciples, had earlier come out
of prison on month-long parole in June,

ahead of the elections to 46 municipali-
ties in Haryana. He was granted three
weeks' furlough from February 7, bare-
ly two weeks before the Punjab Assembly
elections. 

Haryana Deputy Speaker Ranbir
Gangwa was present in a big gathering
of the sect’s followers in Hisar to listen
to an online discourse, during which he
talked about his family’s association
with the Sirsa Dera. Karnal Mayor Renu
Bala also joined an online “Satsang” along
with some other BJP leaders. The Dera
chief was last year also convicted along
with four others for hatching a conspir-
acy to kill Ranjit Singh, a Dera manag-
er. The Dera chief and three others were
convicted in 2019 for the murder of a
journalist 16 years ago.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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SOUNDBITE

arate classes for women. In
some areas, the number of
female candidates is [sic] low.
So, we are not allowing women
to apply for certain courses."

Such explanations are
hardly credible. The latest
restrictions have to be seen in
the background of girls contin-
uing to be barred from attend-
ing classes seven to 12 in
schools despite demonstra-
tions by women in
Afghanistan and condemna-
tion worldwide. The UN
Secretary-General, Antonio
Guterres, wrote on Twitter on
September 18, 2022, the first
anniversary of the school re-
opening without girls, "A year
of lost knowledge and oppor-
tunity that they [girls] will
never get back. Girls belong to
the school. The Taliban must
let them back in." On the same
day, Markus Potzel, acting
head of the UN Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA), stated, "The ongo-
ing exclusion of girls from high
school has no credible justifi-
cation and has no parallel
anywhere in the world….It is
profoundly damaging to a
generation of girls and to the
future of Afghanistan."

There has also been criti-
cism from within. Sher
Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai,
deputy minister for foreign
affairs, told a Taliban gather-
ing in Kabul on September 27,
2022, "It is very important that
education must be provided to
all, without any discrimina-
tion," He said, "Women must
get education, there is no
Islamic prohibition for girls'
education…..Let's not provide
opportunities for others to
create a gap between the gov-
ernment and the people……If
there are technical issues, that
needs to be resolved.”

Stanikzai himself, howev-
er, seems to have been margin-
alized. Once the head of the
Taliban team in talks that led
to the agreement with the US
on February 29, 2020, in Qatar,
which, in retrospect, led to the
Taliban's ascent to power in
August 2021, he should cer-
tainly have got a much high-
er position. His remarks men-
tioned above have clearly had
no impact; nor, by the look of
things, is it likely to have any.
A significant indication of this
has been the replacement of
Noorullah Munir, who report-
edly favoured girls' education

and was in charge when the
Taliban Government
announced the reopening of
girls' schools in March 2022
(an announcement that has
not been acted upon), on
September 20 as education
minister. His replacement,
Habibullah Agha, who has
reportedly had no formal edu-
cation but is close to the
Taliban's supreme leader,
Hibatullah Akhundzada, will
implement whatever order the
latter hands down. He told the
AFP on September 21, "We
can't make any plans on our
own. We don't do that. Rather,
I would act according to the
instructions given by the
supreme leader."

The reclusive supreme
leader, it is widely known, is
opposed to girls' education.
Clearly, women and girls in
Afghanistan have a tough
time ahead, particularly since
the world is prepared to do
little more than issue critical
and/or condemnatory state-
ments and the Taliban is
making do without aid and its
funds were frozen abroad.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The

views expressed are personal.)
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While the atten-
tion of most
countries re-
mains riveted to
the develop-

ments in Ukraine, the Taliban
have scripted a new chapter in
their continued assault on
women's right to education. Girls
appearing in the national univer-
sity entrance examination this
year found a number of subjects
off-limits. According to a recent
BBC report by Hafizullah Maroof
titled "Afghanistan: Taliban bar
women from many university sub-
jects," faculties open to girls vary
from university to university and
in different zones in which the
Taliban have divided Afghanistan.
While they are allowed to take
medicine, nursing, literature, and
Islamic studies in all zones, they
are generally barred from study-
ing engineering, agriculture, eco-
nomics, veterinary science, jour-
nalism and geology. Some cours-
es in journalism are open to girls
at Kabul University. Girls from
other zones cannot access these.

Not surprisingly, there is
despair and gloom among girls.
Going by Maroof 's report, there
were 30,000 girls among the
100,000 who were expected to
take the entrance examination
this year. Their number, howev-
er, seems to be declining. To cite
a straw in the wind, 182 of them
sat for the exam in Laghman
province this year against 1,200
in 2021. The number could be
even lower next year if girls con-
tinue to be barred from sec-
ondary education with classes
from seven to 12 shut to them.

The Taliban, of course, have
been trying to convince people
that the imposition of these
restrictions is not a part of their
drive to whittle down women's
rights to education and work that
has been underway since the time
they captured power in August
last year. Thus, according to
Maroof 's report, Abdul Qadir
Khamosh, who heads the exam-
ination division of the Taliban
Government's ministry of high-
er education, has said girls could
choose their favourite subjects,
with the exception of just three or
four. The report quotes him as
saying, "We need to provide sep-
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

The strategy adopted
when it comes to
addressing the tobacco

menace is either quit or die.
There are more than 100
million people in India who
use tobacco regularly. India
has the world’s most diverse
range of tobacco options,
which vary from dangerous
to very dangerous and two in
three smokers die of tobacco
related illness.

With such a large number
of people using tobacco, it is
high time to move from “quit
or die policy” alone to “harm
reduction” policy as well. All
tobacco products have been
viewed throughout the past 50
years as ‘Deadly in Any Form
or Disguise’, as a 2006 WHO
campaign phrased it. The
WHO’s Framework
Convention on Tobacco

Control urges its 150+ Parties,
including India, to adopt mea-
sures to reduce the demand
for tobacco products (e.g.,
warning labels, public health
campaigns, tax increases) and
reduce the supply of tobacco
products, including encourag-
ing tobacco growers to shift to
alternative crops.

Although touted as a suc-
cess, smoking rates have only
modestly declined over the
Treaty’s first 10 years – around
2% in total, according to a
2017 study published in The
Lancet. The WHO
Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC) is
the first international public
health treaty focusing on glob-
al public health issue of tobac-
co control. Its objective is to
devise means of tobacco con-
trol based on current, relevant,

scientific, technical and eco-
nomic considerations. India
ratified the WHO FCTC in
2004. The Treaty also includes
the concept of tobacco harm
reduction – encouraging
tobacco users to switch to less
harmful alternatives. The
FCTC defines tobacco control
as “a range of supply, demand
and harm reduction strategies
to improve the health of a pop-
ulation by eliminating or
reducing their consumption of
tobacco products and expo-
sure to tobacco smoke” but lit-
tle focus has been given to the
harm reduction strategies.

Tobacco harm reduction
is based on the principle of
reducing harm from ciga-
rettes through devices that
reduce the harms associated
with smoking by providing
nicotine (cleaner form of

nicotine intake) to people
who cannot or do not want to
quit (by themselves or with
currently-approved methods).

Over the last 15 years,
technological and scientific
innovations have led to the
development of a wide vari-
ety of tobacco and nicotine
products that are significant-
ly safer than cigarettes; over
a relatively short period of
time, millions of smokers
worldwide have switched to
these products. Products like
snus, e-cigarettes, and heated
tobacco products have gained
popularity as tobacco harm
reduction products in many
countries including Sweden,
UK, USA, Japan, New
Zealand. These products are
classified under the broad cat-
egory of novel tobacco and
nicotine products.

Novel tobacco and nico-
tine products are alternative
nicotine delivery systems with
significantly less harmful
emissions than smoke from
the combustion of tobacco
leaves and could be an option
for those who are unable to
achieve smoking abstinence
using other available means.

Taking a cue from the
tobacco “epidemic”, the
Indian government imposed
a blanket ban on electronic
cigarettes with the passing of
the Prohibition of Electronic
Cigarettes (Production,
Manufacture, Import, Export,
Transport, Sale, Distribution,
Storage and Advertisement)
Act, 2019.

The ban was imposed
without exploring the possi-
bilities and scientific evi-
dence of e-cigarette as a prod-

uct that can aid in tobacco
cessation. Imposing a ban
on e-cigarette or less harmful
alternatives takes away the
right of smokers from shift-
ing to a better alternative.

The direct health expen-
diture on treating tobacco-
related diseases alone
accounts for 5.3 per cent of
total health spending in India
in a year (WHO). It has been
found that treatment of tobac-
co-related diseases and the
loss of productivity caused
therein cost the country
almost Rs 13,500 crore annu-
ally. The Government should
identify better alternatives
and encourage innovation
that can eventually lead to the
betterment of public health. It
is essential for the government
to take on a multidimension-
al and unprejudiced stance in

adopting harm reduction
alternatives for the better-
ment of its citizens.

The prohibition should
be relooked in a way that this
wide range of innovative
products has the potential to
dramatically reduce prema-
ture deaths and diseases.
While tobacco control strate-
gies driven by regulation, tax-
ation, counselling and thera-
peutic nicotine replacement
techniques for smokers are the
need of the hour, these strate-
gies can be complemented by
allowing well-regulated, scien-
tifically substantiated, less
harmful alternatives made
available for smokers who
are unable to quit by any
means. Reduced harm prod-
ucts, regulated by law, can
help create an impact on the
current smoking population.
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(The author is a Senior
Associate at the Centre for

Public Policy Research,
Kochi)
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Tell us about yourself," asked a
group of adolescent girls sitting
in a room in a remote village in
Uttar Pradesh's Ayodhya (erst-
while Faizabad) district. "What

do you want to know?" I usually expect a
question about my age or marital status. To
my pleasant surprise, and for the first time
in my field experience of over 10 years, I
was asked about the challenges I had to face
when I was their age. It took me a couple
of seconds to process the question. 

These girls — all in the age group
between 11-20, mostly from low econom-
ic backgrounds belonging to Other
Backward Classes (OBC) and Scheduled
Castes (SC), are well aware of their rights.
All of them are enrolled in schools and col-
leges. Some are taking coaching for differ-
ent sports. Some are trained drivers.
They fight for their right with village heads
and call out discriminatory behavior
against girls. They understand violence and
how girls and women are subjected to dif-
ferent forms of violence. They are aware
of their sexual and reproductive health and
sing songs on "Mahvari" (menstrual cycle)
together. Along with this knowledgeby
their side, these young girls have fire writ-
ten all over their faces. They are fearless,
powerful but how? In a country like ours
where adolescent girls face numerous lev-
els of bias based on their age and gender,
and owing to intersecting identities - such
as caste, class, ethnicity, religion, sexuali-
ty, their vulnerabilities are further ampli-
fied, what makes these girls stand out?

Adolescent girls, everywhere in India
and more so in rural areas, continue to
face discrimination and violence at home
and are no less vulnerable outside. Their
health, education, aspirations and life have
no value in a society that still prefers a
male child (The latest figures as per
National Family Health Survey revealed
that nearly 80% of those surveyed said
they wanted at least one son). They are not
'allowed' to study and are made to choose
household chores over attending school.
According to a 2018report by the National
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights, 39.4% girls aged 15-18 years drop
out of education institutes across India.
64.8% of these do so because they are
"forced to take on household chores or are
engaged in begging".

Four years later, NFHS-5 reports that
"early marriages and chores at home" are
the maincause behind girls dropping out
of schools. 21,800 girls who had dropped
out of school before the 2019-20 school
year, just over 13% girls did as they were
required for housework and almost 7%
did so as they were married off. The urban
and rural break-up shows that of the total
girls, 17,786 were from rural areas and
4,065 from urban areas. 

"My family always supported my
brother's education. Whatever little
resources we had, were reserved for him.
I had to constantly fight with them to let
me complete my next level of education
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and somehow managed to complete Class
12. They just did not see any point in my
or my sister's education," said Priya* (name
changed), a resident of Katauna, Block
Tarun. What made Priya reject the idea that
was being fed to her since her birth - the
idea that girls only job is to learn household
chores, marry, procreate, and take care of
their families? What instilled in her the
courage to question her parents and fight
for her education?

Today, she is teaching in a private
school and takes extra classes, earning to pur-
sue her education and follow not just her
dreams but support her family as well (appar-
ently her brother is unable to find a job!). All
the girls in this group also ensure that no girl
in and around their village is forced by their
families to drop out of school. They come
together to intervene and make their parents
understand the importance of education.

"There are several reasons why parents
want their daughters to drop out from the
schools. Cases of early child marriage are
the most difficult ones that come our way.
We come together to plan a strategy to inter-
vene. It usually involves us speaking to the

girl as at times even girls do not want to go
against their parents, if that doesn't work,
we speak to their mothers first and when
that fails, we make our parents speak to their
parents. If nothing goes as per the plan, we
dial the child helpline number and file com-
plaint," shared Sapna* whom I had met in
Dhamhar village in the same block. 

These girls have learnt to take a stand not
only for their basic rights but for their pas-
sion as well. They are entering territories
which have been kept sacredfor boys for
decades. Sports, for example, is one field that
girls are always discouraged to follow. "'Ab
tum ladko wale khelkhelogi?' is the question
my parents had asked four years ago when
I had told them I wanted to play cricket," said
Naina*, a girl from the third group I had met
in the same block. "My sister supported me
to convince them and with several pre-con-
ditions, I was allowed to play cricket," she
added explaining how girls in different vil-
lages convinced, fought persistently with the
village heads to provide them playgrounds
where they could practice without any
interference. "They would often threaten us
that they would inform our parents about
our unnecessary demands and that we
should not be crossing the line. To be hon-
est, we did feelscared, but we knew that itwas
only the beginning of our long struggle and
if we had backed off then, we wouldn't have
reached here," shared the girls explaining
what struggles they had to face in the last six
years of their journey. In India, where only
29% women engage in sport, these adoles-
cent girls fighting to play sports in these vil-
lages where there is no proper infrastructure
- education, healthcare, road connectivity,
transport etc. is a BIG BIG DEAL! 

Today, 120 girls from different villages
in the block practice the game early morn-
ing or late afternoon wearing proper sports
jerseys. Many participate in district and state
level Cricket, Athletics and Kabaddi com-
petitions working hard to make it to
national teams. 

"Today, if someone asks us what good
we will do by playing cricket, we show them
Mithali Raj's picture," said one of the girls
from the group. "What do people say then?"

I asked. "Nothing, many still laugh at us
while some support us and tell us to get the
world cup for our country one day," she
replied adding that although they have
come a long way, there is a long journey
ahead. How do they know what they want
and already fighting for it?

These girls are breaking stereotypes.To
ensure that they are financially independent,
these amazing girls are learning profession-
al driving (at 33, I don't even know to ride
a bicycle!). According to the Road Transport
Yearbook 2015-2016, only 11% of those
behind the wheel are women and even those
are made fun of. They are taking up Welder
and Diesel Mechanics vocational training
courses at Industrial Training Institutes.
What's unconventional here? Between 2014-
19, only 17%women were enrolled at ITIsof
which only 4.3% of enrollments were in engi-
neering trades vs 54.7% in non- engineer-
ing trades.For decades, young girls, have been
restricted to traditional fields such as beau-
ty, garment and healthcare, which are con-
sidered to be "feminized" sectors. They have
been almost completely excluded from high
technology or more mechanized sectors.
Today, in their own small yet strong ways,
these girls are fighting for their rightful spaces
in these sectors. Since 2019, from this
block, 40 girls have successfully completed
the Welder Course while 60 have graduat-
ed as Diesel Mechanics. Many of these girls
have left the village to work in other states. 

"Do they continue working after they
get married," I asked. "Girls who are work-
ing in companies in other states usually find
someone in their field. All of themare say-
ing yes to marriage only on one condition
that they'll continue working wherever they
are," informed didi - a social worker work-
ing with the organization that had been
working with these girls for the last six years,
with a sense of pride. 

The answer to all the whys and hows
and whats in this article is the fact that one
group of committed social workers believed
so strongly in working with these adoles-
cent girls that they have changed their real-
ities today. They supported them, organized
them, informed and educated them to fight
the prejudices their past generations were
subjected to -not only to change the status
quo for the present generation but toim-
prove situation for ourfuture generations.
This journey of six long years they have
taken with these girls is not only inspiring
but stands testimony to the fact that all the
statistics where adolescent girls and young
women are lagging behind in this male-
dominated society requires such dedicat-
ed, planned, long-term interventions that
follow the feminist principles and rights-
based approaches. And this is going to take
a lot more organized, collective and sus-
tained efforts from our social development
sector. As I started to leave, one of the girls
looked at me and said, "Aap aana next time,
aapko kam se kam cycle chalana toh sikha
denge (We will teach you how to ride a bicy-
cle at least the next time you meet us)."
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The writer is a development worker from
New Delhi. Share your feedback on

connect@charkha.org
(Charkha Features)
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European Union leaders on
Friday gave the green light to

a plan to provide Ukraine with
18 billion euros (dollars) in
financial support over the next
year, after President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy warned that Russia is
trying to spark a refugee exodus
by destroying his country's ener-
gy infrastructure.

The plan, endorsed at a
summit of EU leaders in
Brussels, would see the 27-
nation bloc match US financial
support for war-ravaged Ukraine
in monthly installments.
“Ukraine is telling us that they
need approximately 3-4 billion
euros per month to have enough
resources for the basics,”
European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
said. She said that figure would
be met in equal part by the EU
and the US, plus additional
money from international finan-
cial institutions.

“It is very important to
Ukraine to have a predictable
and stable flow of income,” von
der Leyen told reporters.

She said the EU is looking to
provide about 1.5 billion euros
each month, describing it as a
funding amount that would be
“stable and reliable”.

The bloc's finance ministers
have been tasked with coming
up with a system for pulling

together the money, which
would come on top of the 9 bil-
lion euros in macro-financing
support that the EU is already
sending.

Von der Leyen also
slammed Russia's “atrocious and
deliberate” attacks on civilians
and infrastructure. Nearly eight
months into the war, Russia has
increasingly targeted Ukraine's
power stations, waterworks and
other key infrastructure with
missile and drone strikes.

In a speech to the leaders via
video link on Thursday,
Zelenskyy said that “attacks by
Russian cruise missiles and
Iranian combat drones have
destroyed more than a third of
our energy infrastructure."

The president added:
“Russia also provokes a new
wave of migration of
Ukrainians to EU countries,” by
attacking electricity and heat-
ing sources “so that as many
Ukrainians as possible move to
your countries.”
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The general carrying out
President Vladimir Putin's

new military strategy in Ukraine
has a reputation for brutality - for
bombing civilians in Russia's
campaign in Syria. He also
played a role in the deaths of
three protesters in Moscow dur-
ing the failed coup against
Mikhail Gorbachev in 1991 that
hastened the demise of the Soviet
Union.

Bald and fierce-looking,
Gen. Sergei Surovikin was put in
charge of Russian forces in
Ukraine on October 8 after
what has so far been a faltering
invasion that has seen a number
of chaotic retreats and other set-
backs over the nearly eight
months of war.

Putin put the 56-year-old
career military man in command
following an apparent truck
bombing of the strategic bridge
to the Crimean Peninsula that
embarrassed the Kremlin and
created logistical problems for
the Russian forces. 

Russia responded with a
barrage of strikes across Ukraine,
which Putin said were aimed at
knocking down energy infra-
structure and Ukrainian military
command centers. Such attacks
have continued on a daily basis,
pummeling power plants and
other facilities with cruise mis-

siles and waves of Iranian-made
drones.

Surovikin also retains his job
of air force chief, a position that
could help coordinate the
airstrikes with other operations.

During the most recent
bombardments, some Russian
war bloggers carried a statement
attributed to Surovikin that sig-
nalled his intention to pursue the
attacks with unrelenting vigor in
an attempt to pound the Kyiv
government into submission.

“I don't want to sacrifice
Russian soldiers' lives in a guer-
rilla war against hordes of fanat-
ics armed by NATO,” the blog-
gers quoted his statement as say-
ing. “We have enough technical
means to force Ukraine to sur-
render.”

While the veracity of the
statement couldn't be confirmed,
it appears to reflect the same
heavy-handed approach that
Surovikin took in Syria where he

oversaw the destruction of entire
cities to flush out rebel resistance
without paying much attention
to the civilian population. 

That indiscriminate bomb-
ing drew condemnation from
international human rights
groups, and some media reports
have dubbed him “General
Armageddon.”

Putin awarded Surovikin
the Hero of Russia medal, the
country's highest award, in 2017
and promoted him to full gen-
eral.

Kremlin hawks lauded
Surovikin's appointment in
Ukraine. Yevgeny Prigozhin, a
millionaire businessman dubbed
“Putin's chef ” who owns a
prominent military contractor
that plays a key role in the fight-
ing in Ukraine, praised him as
“the best commander in the
Russian army.”

But even as hard-liners
expected Surovikin to ramp up
strikes on Ukraine, his first pub-
lic statements after his appoint-
ment sounded more like a
recognition of the Russian mil-
itary's vulnerabilities than blus-
tery threats.

In remarks on Russian state
television, Surovikin acknowl-
edged that Russian forces in
southern Ukraine were in a
“quite difficult position” in the
face of Ukrainian counteroffen-
sive.
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The White House has said
that Iranian troops are

“directly engaged on the
ground” in Crimea supporting
Russian drone attacks on
Ukraine's power stations and
other key infrastructure, trou-
bling evidence of Tehran's deep-
ening role assisting Russia as it
exacts suffering on Ukrainian
civilians just as the cold weath-
er sets in.

National Security Council
spokesman John Kirby told
reporters that Iran has sent a
“relatively small number” of
personnel to Crimea, a part of
Ukraine unilaterally annexed by
Russia in contravention of inter-
national law in 2014, to assist
Russian troops in launching

Iranian-made drones against
Ukraine.

Members of a branch of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard
Corps were dispatched to assist
Russian forces in using the
drones, according to the British
government.

The revelation of the US
intelligence finding comes as the
Biden administration seeks to
mount international pressure on
Tehran to pull back from help-
ing Russia as it bombards soft
Ukrainian civilian targets with
the help of Iranian-made
drones.

The Russians in recent days
have increasingly turned to the
Iranian-supplied drones, as well
as Kalibr and Iskander cruise
missiles, to carry out a barrage
of attacks against Ukrainian

infrastructure and non-mili-
tary targets. President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said this
week that Russian forces have
destroyed 30 per cent of
Ukraine's power stations since
October 10.

“The information we have
is that the Iranians have put
trainers and tech support in
Crimea, but it's the Russians

who are doing the piloting,"
Kirby said.

He added that the Biden
administration was looking at
imposing new sanctions on
Tehran and would look for
ways to make it harder for Iran
to sell such weapons to Russia.

The US first revealed this
summer that Russia was pur-
chasing Iranian unmanned aer-
ial vehicles to launch against
Ukraine. Iran has repeatedly
denied providing drones to
Russia, though the triangle-
shaped Shahed-136s raining
down on civilians in Kyiv and
elsewhere in Ukraine have been
used in the Mideast by Tehran
in the past.

Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei this
week even applauded the dead-

ly power of Iranian drones.
Iran's mission to the United

Nations did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment. White House officials say
that international sanctions,
including export controls, have
left the Russians in a bind as they
try to restock ammunition and
precision-guided munition
stocks that have been depleted
during the nearly eight-month-
old war. As a result, Russia has
been forced to turn to Iran as well
as North Korea for weaponry.

Air Force Brig. Gen. Pat
Ryder, the Pentagon press sec-
retary, told reporters that mili-
tary officials “wouldn't be sur-
prised” if the Russians sought
more drones from Iran “given
their situation.”

Zelenskyy said last week

that Russia had ordered 2,400
from Iran.

US officials believe that
Iran may have deployed military
personnel to assist the Russians
in part because of the Russians'
lack of familiarity with the
Iranian-made drones.
Declassified US intelligence
findings showed that Russians
faced technical problems with
the drones soon after taking
delivery of them in August.

“The systems themselves
were suffering failures and not
performing to the standards that
apparently the customers
expected,” Kirby said. “So the
Iranians decided to move in
some trainers and some tech-
nical support to help the
Russians use them with better
lethality.”
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin inspected the train-

ing of the newly drafted per-
sonnel who will participate in
the special military operation
in Ukraine, the Kremlin said in
a statement.

Military units and the
newly mobilised forces were
conducting joint combat train-
ing in preparation for missions
during the special military
operation, Xinhua news agency
reported, citing the statement.

Putin watched practical

exercises of the trainees to
sharpen their tactical, firing,
engineering and medical skills
at the Western Military District
training ground in the Ryazan
region, the statement said.
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European Union leaders
struggled to find immedi-

ate practical solutions on how
to deal with an energy crisis
but avoided an open rift
between Germany and France
on Friday that would have
exposed a divided bloc as it
confronts Russian President
Vladimir Putin over his war in
Ukraine.

After daylong talks in
Brussels dragged well into
early Friday, the 27 EU leaders
papered over divisions between
some of the biggest member
states and at least agreed to
continue working on ways to
impose a natural gas price cap
in case of big price increases.

French President
Emmanuel Macron highlight-
ed his work with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz to cre-
ate a veneer of unity after
talks that started early
Thursday.

He said that together with
close technical advisers, “I will
see Chancellor Scholz in Paris
next week so that we can move
forward, with our teams, on all
the issues.” Scholz said the
main issue was curbing
“spikes” in gas trading that may
last only a few hours but still
send prices excessively upward.
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Two stories beneath a mod-
ern steel production plant

on Warsaw's northern edge
lies an untouched Cold War
relic: a shelter containing gas
masks, stretchers, first aid kits
and other items meant to help
civil defense leaders survive
and guide rescue operations in
case of nuclear attack or other
disasters.

A map of Europe on a wall
still shows the Soviet Union —
and no independent Ukraine.
Old boots and jackets give off
a musty odour. A military field
switchboard warns: “Attention,
your enemy is listening.”

Until now, nobody had
seriously considered that the
rooms built in the 1950s — and
now maintained as a “histori-
cal curiosity” by the
ArcelorMittal Warszawa plant,
according to spokeswoman
Ewa Karpinska — might one
day be used as a shelter again.

But as Russia pounds
Ukraine, with shelling around
a nuclear power plant and
repeated Russian threats to
use a nuclear weapon, the
Polish government ordered an
inventory this month of the
62,000 air raid shelters in the
country.

The war has triggered fears
across Europe, and these are
especially felt in countries like
Poland and Romania that bor-
der Ukraine and would be
highly vulnerable in case of a
radiological disaster.

After the Polish govern-
ment order, firefighters visited
the steel plant's shelter last

week and listed it in their reg-
istry. Warsaw's leaders said the
city's subway and other under-
ground shelters could hold all
its 1.8 million residents and
more in the case of an attack
with conventional weapons.

The ArcelorMittal
Warszawa plant's Karpinska is
suddenly receiving inquiries
about the shelter.

Following Russian
President Vladimir Putin's
threats to carry out a tactical
nuclear attack, “everyone is
worried,” she said. “I believe
that he will not (stage a nuclear
attack), that it would be com-
pletely crazy, but nobody real-
ly believed he would start this
war.”

Amid fighting around
Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear
plant, Poland also drew up a
plan to give potassium iodide
tablets to local fire stations,
which would distribute them to
the population if needed.

There has been a rush else-
where in Europe on potassium
iodide — which protects the
thyroid gland in the neck in
case of radiation exposure —
including in Finland where
the government urged the pop-
ulation to buy them.

During the Cold War there
were hundreds of thousands of
shelters in Europe. Some dated
from the buildup to World War
II, while communist-era
authorities also ordered that
new residential and production
facilities include underground
shelters. Finland, which bor-
ders Russia, along with Sweden
and Denmark, have maintained
their shelters in order. Finland,
for instance, maintains shelters
in cities and other densely
populated areas capable of
accommodating around two-
thirds of population.

A few of them are designed
to withstand detonation of a
100-kiloton nuclear bomb.

While some countries still
maintain their Cold War
underground shelters, after the
collapse of the Soviet Union
some were transformed into
museums — relics of an earli-
er age of nuclear fears that
would offer no real protection
today.

Bomb shelters were a key
element in the former
Yugoslavia's preparedness doc-
trine against a nuclear attack.

The most famous of all, in
a mountainous area 60 kilo-
meters (35 miles) from
Sarajevo in Bosnia, is a vast
underground fortress built to
protect military and political
leaders. Known then only to
the Yugoslav president, four
generals and a handful of sol-
diers who guarded it, the
Konjic site was turned in 2010
into a modern art gallery.

“From the military-politi-
cal and geopolitical standpoint,
the global environment right
now is unfortunately very sim-
ilar to what it was like (during
the Cold War), burdened by a
very heavy sense of a looming
war,” said Selma
Hadzihuseinovic, the repre-
sentative of a government
agency that manages the site.

She said the bunker could
be returned to service in a new
war, but with nuclear weapons
having become far more pow-
erful it would not be “as useful
as it was meant to be when it
was built".

In Romania, an enormous
former salt mine, Salina Turda,
now a tourist attraction, is on
a government list of potential
shelters.
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Ukrainian forces contin-
ued to pile on the pres-
sure on Russian posi-

tions in occupied Kherson
Friday, targeting resupply
routes across the Dnieper river
as Kyiv inched closer to a full-
scale assault to retake the
strategic southern port city.

As many as 2,000 Russian
draftees have poured into the
Kherson region “to replenish
losses and strengthen units on
the front line," according to
Ukraine's Army General Staff.

The Antonivskyi Bridge
that is on a main route from
Crimea to Russian-held terri-
tories in southern Ukraine
was struck late Thursday, said
Natalia Humeniuk, a
spokesperson for Ukraine’s
southern operational com-
mand, but but only after the 10
p.m. local curfew, to avoid
civilian casualties.

“We do not attack civilians
and settlements," Humeniuk

told Ukrainian television after
Kiri l l  Stremousov, the
Moscow-installed deputy chief
of the regional administration
claimed that at least four civil-
ians were killed as a result of
Ukrainian strikes.

Stremousov said the attack
occurred some 40 minutes
after the curfew's start. A fur-
ther 13 people suffered
wounds, Kherson's top health
official Vadim Ilmiyev said.
Among the dead and wound-
ed were journalists from the
Russia-created TV channel
‘Tamvria,’  according to
Stremousov.

Earlier Ukrainian strikes
had made the Antonivskyi
Bridge inoperable, prompting
Russian authorities to set up
ferry crossings and pontoon
bridges to ferry supplies to
Russian troops in Kherson,
which sits on the Dnieper's
western bank. Those crossings
have been regularly targeted by
Ukrainian rockets.

Russian-installed officials

have urged residents to evac-
uate from Kherson city for
their safety and to allow the
military to build fortifications.
Ukraine's military reported
Friday that bank employees,
medical workers and teachers
have started to be evacuated as
the city's infrastructure also
began to wind down. At least
15,000 residents of an expect-
ed 60,000 have already been
relocated from the city and
surrounding areas.

Kherson city, with a pre-
war population of about
284,000, was one of the first
urban areas Russia captured
when it invaded Ukraine, and
it remains the largest city it
holds. It is a prime target for
both sides because of its key
industries and major river
port.

The region of Kherson,
along with Luhansk, Donetsk
and Zaporizhzhia, were ille-
gally annexed by Russian
President Vladimir Putin even
though not all the territory is

Russian-held. He then
imposed martial law earlier
this week in an attempt to
assert Russian authority amid
a string of military setbacks
and strong international crit-
icism.

In the Donetsk region,
two people were killed in the
past 24 hours after Russian
forces shelled the city of
Bakhmut, Regional Governor
Pavlo Kyrylenko said. Russian
troops have been unable to
advance toward the city for
over a month now.

Some nine people were
wounded in two Russian
attacks in the eastern city of
Kharkiv, according to region-
al governor Oleh Syniehubov.

Amid the fighting, the
Kremlin insisted Friday that
Putin has been open to nego-
tiations “from the very begin-
ning,” and “nothing has
changed” in that respect.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters
that Putin “tried to initiate

talks with both NATO and the
United States even before the
special military operation" —
the Russian term for its war in
Ukraine.

Peskov was speaking fol-
lowing earlier remarks by
Turkey's President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, who said
Putin appeared to be “much
softer and more open to nego-
tiations” with Ukraine than in
the past.

Meanwhile,  Russia's
deployment of aircraft and
troops to air bases in Belarus
raised the specter of another
front on Ukraine's northern
border, although officials said
such a move was unlikely.

The Ukrainian army's gen-
eral staff reported a heightened
chance that such an attack
could aim to cut supply routes
of Western weapons and
equipment. The build-up
could also aim to divert
Ukrainian resources and
weaken any counteroffensive
in the south.
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Steve Bannon, a longtime
ally of former President

Donald Trump, is scheduled
to be sentenced Friday after
being convicted of defying a
subpoena from the House
panel investigating the Jan 6
insurrect ion at  the US
Capitol.

Bannon was convicted in
July of two counts of con-
tempt of Congress: one for
refusing to sit for a deposition
and the other for refusing to
provide documents.

Prosecutors have asked
the judge in his case to
impose a hefty sentence of six
months in jail, while Bannon's
lawyers have argued their
client deserves a sentence of
probation. The statutes for
contempt of Congress each
carry a minimum sentence of
30 days behind bars, but
Bannon's lawyers argue the
judge could just sentence him
to probation and not send
him to jail.

The House committee
had sought Bannon's testi-

mony over his involvement in
Trump's efforts to overturn
the 2020 presidential election.
Bannon has yet to testify or
provide any documents to
the committee, prosecutors
wrote.

Prosecutors argued Ban-
non, 68, deserved the longer
sentence because he had pur-
sued a “bad faith strategy”
and his public statements dis-
paraging the committee itself
made it clear he wanted to
undermine their effort to get
to the bottom of the violent
attack and keep anything like
it from happening again.

The defence, meanwhile,
said he wasn't acting in bad
faith, but trying to avoid run-

ning afoul of executive priv-
ilege objections Trump had
raised when Bannon was first
served with a committee sub-
poena last year. The onetime
presidential adviser said he
wanted to a Trump lawyer in
the room, but the committee
wouldn't allow it.

Many other former White
House aides have testified
with only their own counsel.
Bannon had been fired from
the White House in 2017 and
was a private citizen when he
was consulting with the then-
president before the riot.

Bannon also pointed out
that he had offered to testify
after Trump waived executive
privilege. But that was after
the contempt charges were
filed, and prosecutors say he
would only agree to give the
deposition if the case was
dropped.

Prosecutors have pushed
for the maximum fine, saying
Bannon refused to answer
routine questions about his
income and insisted he could
pay whatever the judge
imposed.
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Greece on Friday launched
operations at a new inter-

national pilot training center cre-
ated in partnership with Israel,
as it tries to build on its relative
air power advantage over region-
al rival Turkey. 

Israeli defense contractor
Elbit, which finalized a $1.65 bil-
lion deal with Greece's govern-
ment, assisted by Israel, last
year, will help run the facility
located on an air force base out-
side the southern Greek city of
Kalamata.

Greece is undertaking an
armed forces modernization
program largely focused on its
air force, as it hopes to outpace
Turkey. Athens is acquiring
advanced French-built Rafale
jets, upgrading its aging fleet of
F-16 fighter jets and wants to
join the United States' F-35 jet
program. 

Turkey was dropped from
the F-35 program after its pur-
chase of the Russian S-400 air
defense system. 
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Aclear frontrunner to take over from Liz Truss
as Conservative Party leader and British Prime

Minister remains uncertain on Friday due to deep
divisions among the Tories, but the bookies' odds
have rocketed in favour of British Indian former
chancellor Rishi Sunak.

As the runner up of the leadership election
which concluded last month, the former finance
minister who had forecast much of the econom-
ic crisis unleashed by Truss' mini-budget is seen
as a safe pair of hands to take charge at 10
Downing Street.

The 42-year-old is holding a solid 55 per cent
lead with the Oddschecker betting odds aggre-
gator, followed by a 29 per cent chance of former
prime minister Boris Johnson making a comeback.
Third placed in what is emerging as a three-way
contest is Leader of the Commons Penny
Mordaunt, who had polled third in the first round
of parliamentary votes to shortlist candidates for
the last leadership race.

“I back Rishi Sunak to be our next PM. He
has the plan and credibility to: restore financial
stability, help get inflation down and deliver sus-
tainable tax cuts over time; and unite the
Conservatives by bringing the best talent into gov-
ernment to deliver for the British people,” tweet-
ed former Cabinet minister Dominic Raab,
among the first of nearly 50 MPs to openly declare
support for Sunak.

Amid Opposition calls for an immediate gen-
eral election, there is a frenzy among the governing
Tories to find a successor for Truss, who now holds
the ignominious title of being the shortest serv-
ing incumbent at 10 Downing Street after resign-
ing on Thursday – just 44 days after being elect-
ed to office.

Under the rules set of this Tory leadership
race, a candidate must have a minimum of 100
members of Parliament backing them to make the

shortlist by the Monday 2pm local time deadline.
A comeback for partygate-hit Johnson is increas-
ingly looking likely with reports that he has the
support of around 140 MPs. The former prime
minister, who was holidaying in the Caribbean,
is believed to be on a flight back to get his lead-
ership campaign going quickly.

"I'm backing Boris #BorisorBust," tweeted UK
Business Secretary Jacob Rees-Mogg, one of the
head cheerleaders from the Johnson camp.

However, there are several others who have
expressed their shock and dismay at the possibility,
given that Johnson still faces a parliamentary
inquiry over whether he misled the House of
Commons on the parties held at Downing Street
under his watch.

Polling suggests the former prime minister,
who won a thumping majority in the 2019 gen-
eral election, remains popular with the wider Tory
membership. Johnson's return would mark a dra-
matic comeback, having been dragged out of office
by his Cabinet and MPs only 45 days ago.
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Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen is promoting
Biden administration

policies as the key to advanc-
ing the nation's “long-term
economic well being” in the
lead-up to the midterm elec-
tions.

The former Federal
Reserve chair is visiting a
Virginia research and devel-
opment business park with
Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine on
Friday and talking up admin-
istration efforts to revitalise
America's manufacturing
capacity, spur computer chip
production and upgrade the
country's infrastructure. Rep.
Gerry Connolly, D-Va., also
will attend.

Yellen's visit is part of the
Treasury leader's ongoing tour
of the US, as she and other
administration officials try to
quell the impact of persistent
high inflation.

Voters have made clear
that price increases are a top

concern. A June Associated
Press-NORC Centre for Public
Affairs Research poll showed
that 40 per cent of US adults
specifically named inflation in
an open-ended question as
one of up to five priorities for
the government to work on in
the next year.

Democrats want to retain
their control in Congress and
will need to convince voters
they can wrangle inflation,
which accelerated in
September.

In Virginia, Yellen will talk
about how a boost in domes-
tic industrial manufacturing
will be one of the solutions.

“Our government's failure
to invest in innovation has
had wide-ranging impacts on
our long-term economic well
being," Yellen said in prepared
remarks. “At the most funda-
mental level, it impacted our
productive capacity.”

She said that over the past
year President Joe Biden's
administration “has begun to
reverse that trend”.

"We have advanced an eco-
nomic plan that finally puts
innovation and technology at
the forefront of our national
agenda,” she said.

Yellen planned to attend a
roundtable with local entre-
preneurs and people repre-
senting Virginia colleges who

are focused on semiconductors,
advanced manufacturing and
other emerging technologies.

“Together, our efforts are
raising our economy's aggre-
gate production capacity," she
said. “And in turn, we are rais-
ing America's long-term eco-
nomic outlook.
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Several British lawmakers,
including former Prime

Minister Boris Johnson, were
trying to scoop up support on
Friday ahead of a short, intense
contest to replace Liz Truss as
the nation's leader.

Truss quit on Thursday
after a turbulent 45-day term,
conceding that she could not
deliver on her tax-cutting eco-
nomic plans.

The Conservative Party is
holding a speeded-up race to
replace her, which will see a
new leader — who will also
become prime minister — cho-
sen within a week.

Former Treasury chief
Rishi Sunak and House of
Commons leader Penny
Mordaunt are among the book-
makers' favourites – along with
Johnson, who was forced to
resign by the party just over
three months ago after becom-
ing mired in scandals over his
ethics and finances. His return
would be a remarkable resur-
rection for a politician who is
popular and polarizing in equal
measure.

Johnson, who remained a
lawmaker after stepping down
as prime minister, has not said
whether he will run, but his
allies in Parliament are working
to gather support.

Nominations for a new
leader will close on Monday
afternoon, and candidates need
the signatures of 100 of the 357
Conservative lawmakers,
meaning a maximum field of
three. Lawmakers will vote to
knock out one of those, and will
hold an indicative vote on the
final two. The party's 172,000
members will then get to decide
between the two finalists in an
online vote. The new leader is
due to be selected by Oct. 28.

Sunak, who came second to
Truss in a summertime leader-
ship contest, is favoured by
some as a safe pair of hands
who can steady the struggling
economy. Mordaunt, who came
third, is popular with the party
grassroots.

But the wild card in the
contest is Johnson, who is
adored by some in the party as
a proven vote-winner with a
rare common touch, and
reviled by others for the chaos
and scandal that marred his
three years in office.

Johnson ally Nadine
Dorries said the party should
pick him because “he is a
known winner” who led the
Conservatives to a big election
victory in 2019.
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Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, who is travel-

ling to Australia for talks with his
counterpart Anthony Albanese,
said on Friday he wants to bol-
ster military and energy coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries amid their shared concerns
about China.

Kishida said he hoped to
update their 2007 bilateral secu-
rity pact to factor in the progress
they've made and further pro-
mote their partnership.

Australia's liquefied natur-
al gas and coal exports are key
to a stable energy supply for
resource-scarce Japan, and
Kishida said he hoped to discuss
the future of Japanese resources
and energy stability with
Albanese.

“For Japan, Australia is an
important country that we share
universal values with, such as
freedom and democracy, as well
as strategic benefits, and it is an
important country also from the
resource and energy point of
view,” Kishida said before board-
ing his flight to Perth.

“Australia is our special
strategic partner," Kishida added,
noting that Australia is a key
member of the Quad dialogue
that also includes the US and
India, and was established to dis-

cuss regional security and eco-
nomic issues as a counter to
China's growing influence.

Japan and Australia, both
US allies, share a largely similar
vision for regional security and
Japan hopes to elevate its coop-
eration with Australia.

The leaders are planning to
issue a possible new declaration
on security cooperation that
would reinforce the 2007 pact
looking ahead to the next
decade, a Japanese Foreign
Ministry official said on condi-
tion of anonymity, citing proto-
col.

The pact committed the
countries to regional and glob-
al peace and stability as well as
cooperation on counterterror-
ism and rebuilding Iraq after the
2003 war.
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The trampling of women's
rights and “deeply ingrained

misogyny” are connected in
many ways to today's global
challenges, from the prolifera-
tion of conflicts to increasing
assaults on human rights, the
UN deputy secretary-general
said on Thursday.

Amina Mohammed told a
UN Security Council meeting
on women, peace and security
that “despite decades of evidence
that gender equality offers a path
to sustainable peace and conflict
prevention, we are moving in the
opposite direction.”

“We cannot separate the
perilous state of peace in our
world from the destructive
effects of patriarchy and the
silencing of women's voices,” she
said.

Mohammed urged the
world's nations to call out
“misogyny as it manifests itself
in the abuse and discrimination
that women confront on the
street, at home, at work, as well
as online.” They must challenge
“the social, political, and eco-
nomic structures and norms that
sustain it,” she said.

The Security Council was
assessing the state of a resolution
it adopted on October 31, 2000,
demanding equal participation
for women in peace negotia-
tions, a goal that remains as dis-
tant as gender equality.

Mohammed said that
between 1995 and 2019, the per-
centage of peace agreements
with gender equality provisions
increased from 14 per cent to 22
per cent. 

But, she said, women “con-
stituted on average just 13 per
cent of negotiators, 6 per cent of
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AFacebook search for the
words “election fraud”

first delivers an article claim-
ing that workers at a
Pennsylvania children's muse-
um are brainwashing chil-
dren so they'll accept stolen
elections.

Facebook's second sug-
gestion? A link to an article
from a site called MAGA
Underground that says
Democrats are plotting to rig
next month's mid terms.

“You should still be mad
as hell about the fraud that
happened in 2020," the article
insists.

With less than three weeks
before the polls close, misin-
formation about voting and
elections abounds on social
media despite promises by
tech companies to address a
problem blamed for increasing
polarisation and distrust.

While platforms like
Twitter, TikTok, Facebook and
YouTube say they've expand-
ed their work to detect and
stop harmful claims that could
suppress the vote or even lead
to violent confrontations, a
review of some of the sites
shows they're still playing
catchup with 2020, when then-
President Donald Trump's lies
about the election he lost to
Joe Biden helped fuel an insur-
rection at the US Capitol.

“You would think that
they would have learned by
now,” said Heidi Beirich,
founder of the Global Project
Against Hate and Extremism
and a member of a group
called the Real Facebook
Oversight Board that has crit-
icised the platform's efforts.

“This isn't their first elec-
tion. This should have been
addressed before Trump lost
in 2020. The damage is pret-
ty deep at this point.”
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The Sri Lankan government
has decided to pay SLR 10

million as compensation to the
family of a lawmaker who was
lynched by an irate mob during
the anti-government protests, a
media report said on Friday.

Amarakeerthi Athukorala,
57, a lawmaker from former
prime minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa-led Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)
administration, was killed by a
mob on May 9 in Nittambuwa
in Western Sri Lanka.

The limit for compensating
a government official was SLR
5 million. But after the cabinet
meeting last week, it was decid-
ed to compensate Athukorala's
family with SLR 10 million,
news portal Economy Next
reported, quoting Prime
Minister Dinesh Gunawardena.

Initially, police had claimed
that Athukorala died by com-
mitting suicide.

However, the autopsy report
stated that the lawmaker's death
was due to multiple injuries,
fractures and internal bleeding,
but he had no gunshot wounds.

Sri Lanka had witnessed
massive street protests against
the government earlier this year
due to its mishandling of the
economic crisis. 
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mediators and 6 per cent of sig-
natories in major peace process-
es.” She said 70 per cent of peace
processes didn't include any
women.

“Women's participation in
peace processes, and influence
over decisions that affect their
lives, continue to lag far behind,
creating a real barrier to inclu-
sive, durable, and sustainable
peace,” she said.

Mohammed said the UN is
helping to push for women's
participation in peacemaking,
pointing to a 40 per cent target
for women in delegations to
peace talks in Sudan and an
increase of women in a com-

mittee monitoring Mali's 2015
peace agreement from 3 per cent
to 38 per cent. “We must build
on these examples,” she said. 

“We need full gender pari-
ty — including through special
quotas to accelerate the inclusion
of women — across election
monitoring, security sector
reform, disarmament, demobi-
lization, and justice systems.”

UN Women executive
director Sima Bahous, whose
agency promotes gender equal-
ity, told the council that “a
reversal of generational gains in
women's rights is taking place
against surging threats to secu-
rity.”
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Google on Friday said it
will review Competition

Commission’s (CCI) decision
to impose a �1,338 crore penal-
ty for alleged anti-competitive
practice, and termed the order
a “major setback” for Indian
consumers and businesses. 

In its first official response
after the CCI order, Google
said Android has created more
choices for everyone and sup-
ports thousands of successful
businesses in India and around
the world.

“The CCI’s decision is a
major setback for Indian con-
sumers and businesses, open-
ing serious security risks for
Indians who trust Android’s
security features, and raising
the cost of mobile devices for
Indians,” a Google spokesper-
son said in an email statement.

Google said it will “review
the decision to evaluate the
next steps”. The competition
watchdog on Thursday slapped
a steep penalty of �1,337.76
crore on Google for abusing its

dominant position in multiple
markets in relation to Android
mobile devices and ordered the
internet major to cease and
desist from various unfair busi-
ness practices.

The regulator, which
passed the order after ordering
a detailed probe more than
three years ago, has also direct-
ed Google to modify its con-
duct within a defined 
timeline. 

Android is a popular open-

source, mobile operating sys-
tem installed by original equip-
ment manufacturers (OEMs) of
smartphones and tablets.

CCI, which had started
probing the case in April 2019,
has directed that OEMs should
not be restrained from choos-
ing from among Google’s pro-
prietary applications to be pre-
installed and also not be forced
to pre-install a bouquet of
applications on their smart
devices. 
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Billionaire Mukesh Ambani’s
Reliance Industries Ltd on

Friday posted flat growth in net
profit in the September quar-
ter after a newly introduced
windfall profit tax and lower
refining margins dented earn-
ings in the mainstay oil busi-
ness. The oil-to-retail-to-tele-
com conglomerate�s consoli-
dated net profit at �13,656
crore in July-September was
almost unchanged from
�13,680 crore net earnings in
the same period last year,
according to a company state-
ment.

Sequentially, net profit fell
24 per cent from �17,955 crore
in April-June.

This is primarily because
the firm’s mainstay oil-to-
chemicals (O2C) business

earnings were hit by a new tax
that the government imposed
on the export of diesel, petrol
and ATF from July 1.

The government slapped a
tax on the export of fuel as well
as crude oil produced domes-
tically to take away gain accru-
ing from the spurt in global
energy prices following the
war in Ukraine.

The day was saved by a
record rise in consumer-facing
telecom and retail businesses as
well as earnings from natural
gas production. 

But for the windfall profit
tax, the net profit would have
been 20 per cent higher.

The windfall profit tax cost
the company �4,039 crore in
the quarter, lowering pre-tax
earnings from the O2C busi-
ness by almost 6 per cent to
�11,968 crore. 
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Gold price in the national
capital fell �372 to �50,139

per 10 grams on Friday amid a
decline in the yellow metal
prices in the international mar-
ket, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had settled at
�50,511 per 10 grams.

Silver also declined �799
to �56,089 per kilogram from
�56,888 per kg.

In the international mar-
ket gold was trading in red at
USD 1,621.25 per ounce while
silver was down at USD 18.41
per ounce.

“COMEX spot gold is
headed for a second weekly
decline, with prices nearing
their lowest mark since April
2020 as the dollar stays strong
and holdings in the ETF-
extended decline,” said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst at
HDFC Securities. 
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FMCG major Hindustan
Unilever Ltd on Friday

reported a 22.19 per cent rise
in its consolidated net profit to
�2,670 crore for the second
quarter ended September 30,
mainly helped by volume
growth.

The company had posted a
net profit of  �2,185 crore in the
July-September quarter of the
previous fiscal.
Its total income increased 16.44
per cent during the quarter
under review to �15,253 crore.
It was �13,099 crore in the year-
ago period, Hindustan Unilever
Ltd (HUL) said in a regulato-
ry filing.

The company delivered an
“underlying volume growth of

4 per cent” during the July-
September quarter.

“Growth was significantly
ahead of the market with more
than 75 per cent of the business
winning value and volume
market share,” said HUL in its
earning statement.

Its total expenses rose 18.12
per cent to �11,965 crore com-
pared to �10,129 crore in the
second quarter of the last fis-
cal.

HUL CEO and Managing
Director Sanjiv Mehta said:
“Building on our strong
momentum, we have deliv-
ered yet another quarter of
solid all-round 
performance. 

In H1 2022-23, we have
added an incremental turnover
of more than �4,000 crore.
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The Sensex and Nifty defied
gravity for the sixth session

on the trot on Friday as healthy
corporate earnings and fresh
foreign fund inflows offset
negative cues from global mar-
kets. 

Recovering after a sharp
sell-off in later afternoon trade,
the 30-share BSE Sensex ended
104.25 points or 0.18 per cent
higher at 59,307.15. 

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty rose 12.35 points or 0.07
per cent to 17,576.30. 

Axis Bank was the star
performer among the Sensex
constituents, soaring 8.96 per
cent after the company on
Thursday reported a 66.29 per
cent jump in its consolidated
net profit for the September
quarter at �5,625.25 crore, dri-
ven by a substantial decrease in
bad loan provisions and mar-
gin expansion.

The other major winners
from the 30-share pack were
ICICI Bank, Hindustan
Unilever, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Nestle India, Titan and
UltraTech Cement.

However, Bajaj Finance,
Bajaj Finserv, IndusInd Bank,
Larsen & Toubro, Asian Paints,
ITC and Reliance Industries
were among the laggards, shed-
ding as much as 3.20 per cent. 

“Selling emerged in the
second half led by a weak start
to the European markets due to
fears of tight monetary policy.
Domestic investors maintained
their caution and began to

book profits in anticipation of
the truncated week. 

“Good start to Q2 FY23
results by banks, IT, and FMCG
stocks maintained stability in
the market but mid and small
caps were heavily impacted,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services. 

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex climbed 1,387.18 points
or 2.39 per cent, while the Nifty
gained 390.60 points or 2.27
per cent. 

“Markets have been show-
ing resilience amid mixed cues,
however the participation is
largely restricted to select sec-
tors and stocks. Besides, incon-
sistency on the global front is
also keeping the momentum in
check,” said Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge declined
0.75 per cent and smallcap
index fell by 0.60 per cent on
Friday.

Among the BSE sectoral
indices, bankex jumped 2.07
per cent, financial services
climbed 0.61 per cent and real-
ty ended marginally higher by
0.10 per cent.

However, capital goods
declined 1.12 per cent, indus-
trials tumbled 1.07 per cent,
commodities fell by 0.88 per
cent, metal went lower by 0.89
per cent and power dipped 0.74
per cent. 

In other Asian markets,
Seoul, Tokyo and Hong Kong
ended lower, while Shanghai
closed with gains.

Stock exchanges in Europe
were trading lower in mid-ses-
sion deals. Wall Street had
ended lower on Thursday.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was trading
0.37 per cent lower at USD
92.02 per barrel. 

The rupee pared its initial
losses and settled 4 paise high-
er at 82.75 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Friday.
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Reliance Jio Infocomm on
Friday posted a 28 per cent

year-on-year rise in its net
profit for the September quar-
ter at �4,518 crore.

Its net profit stood at �3528
crore in the same period pre-
vious fiscal, the telco said in a
regulatory filing. 

The revenue from opera-
tions jumped 20.2 per cent to
�22,521 crore for the just ended
quarter, from �18,735 crore in
the year-ago 
period.

The Q2 scorecard comes
amid large-scale network
deployments across the coun-
try for 5G services, the much-
talked about next-generation
technology that promises to
ring in a new era of tur-
bocharged speeds, lag-free con-
nectivity, and new-age appli-
cations in India, the world’s
second-biggest smartphone
market after China.
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After achieving the distinc-
tion of becoming the state

with the highest number of
smart meters (11.5 lakh), Uttar
Pradesh   is gearing-up to
install another 2.85 crore smart
meters. For the ambitious pro-
ject, the state has floated four-
tender documents with a
cumulative estimated value of
�23,000 crore.

The tender has attracted
interest from large Indian cor-
porates like the Adani Group,
GMR, L&T, and IntelliSmart.
While ADANI, GMR and L&T
have submitted bids for the ten-
ders of PVNL, MVNL, DNVL
and PuVNL, IntelliSmart has
done so for PVNL and MVNL.

The last date for its sub-
mission of the tender docu-
ment was October 17, 2022.
The meters are to be installed
in 27 months. The project is
being undertaken under the
Centre’s ambitious Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS). Apart from installing
smart meters, the project is also
for setting up meter data man-
agement, cloud computing,
billing and communication
systems for the state’s four dis-
tribution companies.

Of the ~2.8 crore smart
meters being planned, DVNL’s
tender for installing 79.16 lakh
smart meters at an estimated
cost of �4576.11 crore is the
biggest. This was followed by
PuVNL’s tender for installing

77.50 lakh smart meters at an
estimated of cost of �7452.67
crore. This is followed by ten-
ders of PVNL and MVNL for
66.84 lakh (�5517.77 crore)
61.73 lakh (�5454.86 crore)
smart meters respectively.

Twenty-five crore meters to
be replaced under Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme or
RDSS. The RDSS aims to
enhance the operational effi-
ciency and financial health of
all government owned Power
Distribution Companies
(DISCOMs) by FY 2025-26.
Apart from other objectives,
the scheme aims at lowering of
AT&C losses to 12-15% by
2024-25 nationally and
Lowering of the ACS-ARR gap
to zero by 2024-25.
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IRB Infrastructure Developers
on Friday reported a 101.65

per cent jump in consolidated
net profit to �85.30 crore for
the second quarter ended
September 2022.

The company had clocked
a consolidated net profit of
�42.30 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter of the previ-
ous fiscal, it said in a statement.

Total income during the
quarter under review declined
to �1,438 crore as against
�1,504 crore in the year-ago
period.

The company, in a state-
ment, said its toll revenue
across IRB and Pvt InvIT enti-
ties together was up by 53 per
cent Year-on-Year (Y-o-Y) for
first half of the current fiscal.

It said that toll collections
have witnessed pre-Covid-19
levels across almost all BOT

(Build-Operate-Transfer)
assets, with a meaningful pick-
up in economic activity across
the country.

“We witnessed robust
growth in toll collections Y-o-
Y, even as monsoons kept the
construction segment soft dur-
ing the quarter,” Virendra D
Mhaiskar, chairman and man-
aging director of the company,
said.

“With construction on
Ganga Expressway project get-
ting into full execution mode,
we are now confident of achiev-
ing construction turnover of
approximately �4,500 crore for
FY23,” he added.

IRB Infra said the compa-
ny will be a project manager for
Ganga Expressway Group 1
project and will receive an
aggregate �10,459 crore for
EPC and O&M in construction
period and concession 
period.
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The rupee slipped 9 paise to
close at 82.88 against the

US dollar on Friday amid a
strong greenback overseas.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 82.89 and
witnessed a high of 82.59 and
a low of 82.91. It finally settled
at 82.88 against the American
currency, registering a drop of
9 paise over its previous close.

On Thursday, the rupee
had rebounded from its life-
time low to close 21 paise
higher at 82.79.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-

back's strength against a basket
of six currencies, advanced
0.47 per cent to 113.41.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures fell 0.11 per
cent to USD 92.28 per barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex rose 104.25 points or
0.18 per cent to end at
59,307.15, while the broader
NSE Nifty advanced 12.35
points or 0.07 per cent to
17,576.30.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net buy-
ers in the capital markets as
they purchased shares worth
�1,864.79 crore on Thursday,
according to exchange data. 
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State-owned Coal India
Limited (CIL) on Friday

said it has started 17 more first-
mile connectivity projects
worth �11,000 crore under the
third phase. 

First-mile connectivity
(FMC) refers to the trans-
portation of coal from pit-
heads to dispatch points.

“At an estimated cost of
�11,000 crore, these projects
have been planned for a load-
ing capacity of 317 million
tonnes per annum (MTPA),”
Coal India said in a statement.

The PSU is preparing a
rollout plan to float tenders for
the latest projects by FY 2025
and the projects would be
commissioned by FY 2027.

These are in addition to the
existing 44 such projects that
CIL is actively pursuing under
the two phases.

“Catalysed by positive
results shown by a pilot study,
in two of its OC mines, on

environmental and economic
benefits of loading through
FMC projects, CIL is pursuing
this mode actively,” the state-
ment said.

There has been a consid-
erable cut down in particulate
matter, CO2 and other gaseous
emissions through the trans-
portation of coal via first-mile
connectivity compared to
despatch through rail sidings.

CIL accounts for over 80
per cent of the domestic coal
output. 
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As part of its growth plans,
stainless steel player Jindal

Stainless Limited (JSL) has
signed an agreement with state-
owned Yantra India Ltd for the
development and manufactur-
ing of defence products.

In a statement, JSL said its
defence vertical Jindal Defence
& Aerospace (Jindal Defence
And Aerospace) has signed an
MoU with the state-owned
Yantra India Ltd for engineer-
ing, development and manu-
facturing of defence products

with their respective capabili-
ties. 

The move is in line with
the government’s push for the

public-private partnership to
serve Indian armed forces, the
company said on Friday.

“Jindal Defence &
Aerospace is proud to make
India Atmanirbhar in the area
of advanced materials by pre-
senting nickel-based alloys,
armour steel glass fibre, and
carbon fibre composites for
next-gen defence applications.

“We are entering into inte-
grated next-generation securi-
ty and defence solutions for the
nation’s armed and paramili-
tary forces,” its chief CP
Agrawal said.
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The government has extended the deadline for filing GST
returns for the month of September by a day to October 21,

the CBIC said on Friday.
On Thursday, taxpayers faced a slow functioning of the GST

portal, which was the last date for filing monthly GST returns
for some taxpayers. Following that, the Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) had said that an extension of the due
date was being considered.

“The GST Implementation Committee of GST Council has
approved extension of the due date of filing GSTR-3B return for
the month of September 2022, for the monthly filers, from 20th
October, 2022 to 21st October 2022,” the CBIC tweeted on Friday.

Monthly return and tax payment form GSTR-3B is filed in
staggered manner between the 20th, 22nd, and 24th of each
month by taxpayers in different states.
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India’s forex reserves dropped
by USD 4.50 billion to USD

528.37 billion for the week
ended October 14, the RBI said
on Friday.

The overall reserves had
increased by USD 204 million
to USD 532 billion in the pre-
vious reporting week, which
was the first weekly increase in
the kitty since August this year.

In October 2021, the
country’s forex kitty had

reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. 

The reserves have been
declining as the central bank
deploys the kitty to defend the
rupee amid pressures caused
majorly by global develop-
ments.

Foreign Currency Assets
(FCA), a major component of
the overall reserves, saw a drop
of USD 2.828 billion to USD
468.668 billion during the week
to October 14, according to the
Weekly Statistical Supplement

released by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Friday.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the FCAs include the effect of
appreciation or depreciation of
non-US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in the for-
eign exchange 
reserves.

Gold reserves, whose value
had risen by USD 1.35 billion
in the previous reporting week,
saw a decline of USD 1.502 bil-
lion in the value to USD 37.453
billion, it said.
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Ambuja Cements, now part
of the Adani Group, on

Friday reported a fall of 94.24
per cent in its consolidated net
profit at �51.30 crore for the
September quarter, mainly due
to rising fuel prices and relat-
ed inflationary impact.

The company had clocked
a net profit of �890.67 crore in
the year-ago quarter, Ambuja
Cements said in a BSE filing. Its
revenue from operations rose
7.46 per cent to �7,143.17 crore
as compared to �6,647.13 crore
in the corresponding quarter of
the previous financial year. 

Total expenses were at
�7,179.90 crore, up 29.51 per
cent from �5,543.51 crore a
year ago.
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Ireland stunned the West Indies to
power into the T20 World Cup Super
12 on Friday and send the two-time

champions crashing out, with Zimbabwe
joining them in the next round after edg-
ing past Scotland.

Sri Lanka and the Netherlands had
already progressed from the other prelim-
inary group to join the big guns includ-
ing defending champions Australia, who
open their tournament against New
Zealand on Saturday.

Disciplined bowling from the Irish
restricted the West Indies to 146-5 in
Hobart, with Gareth Delany taking a
career-best 3-16 before they romped to
the target with nine wickets and 15 balls
to spare.

Opener Paul Stirling, at his seventh
World Cup, ended on an unbeaten 66
while Andy Balbirnie made 37.

It snapped a 13-year drought of fail-
ing to make round two, having reached
it once previously in 2009.

Zimbabwe are in round two for the
first time on their sixth attempt after they
beat Scotland by five wickets with skip-
per Craig Ervine hitting a half-century
and Tendai Chatara taking 2-14.

They limited the Scots to 132-6 with
tidy bowling before rattling through the
run chase with nine balls to spare.

"It means everything. We had a dis-
appointing loss last year at the same
stage," said Ireland skipper Balbirnie, who
shared in a blistering 73-run opening
stand with Stirling.

"Losing the first game and then com-
ing back and beating a two-time cham-
pion in a must-win game... just couldn't
be prouder. Pretty emotional finish to the
game."

��	����
But it was a disaster for the West

Indies, who won the tournament in 2012
and 2016 but came to Australia with a
new-look team after the likes of Chris
Gayle, Dwayne Bravo and Kieron Pollard
retired, and Andre Russell was over-
looked.

"This is a learning experience for us.
We have disappointed our fans and our-
selves. It's definitely hurting," said West
Indies skipper Nicholas Pooran

After the West Indies won the toss
and batted, the Irish bowlers sent down

nine dot balls among their first 15.
In frustration, Kyle Mayers launched

at a delivery from Barry McCarthy and
was caught for one.

The dangerous Johnson Charles
slammed 4-4-6 off Curtis Campher but
his luck soon ran out, gone for 24.

Brandon King crunched four bound-
aries to steer the West Indies to 67-2 at
halfway.

Evin Lewis (13), Pooran (13) and
Rovman Powell (6) didn't last as King (62

not out) pushed the scoreboard forward.
In reply, Ireland got off to a cracking

start with Stirling and Balbirnie blazing
54 off the first five overs.

Balbirnie fell to the spin of Akeal
Hosein, but Stirling, in his 177th inter-
national, kept going and with Lorcan
Tucker (45 not out) saw them home.

In the later game, Scotland batted first
but lost Michael Jones in the first over.

Opener George Munsey gave them
hope with his ninth T20 half-century, but

their 132-6 was always reachable.
Zimbabwe started with a four but

then lost two wickets in eight balls.
After smacking the boundary, Regis

Chakabva was trapped lbw by Brad
Wheal and then Madhevere departed
without scoring.

Sean Williams put on 35 with Ervine,
but the stand was broken when Michael
Leask came into the attack and he was
caught by Wheal for seven.

Ervine kept his focus to notch a ninth

T20 half-century, happy to play second
fiddle to Sikandar Raza (40 off 23) who
swung the bat before he was caught
behind.

When Ervine was out they needed 14
off the last three overs, with Chris
Greaves and Davey accomplishing the
feat. "I don't think anyone could explain
what it means. We've had the whole coun-
try behind us," said Ervine. "The cricket
we've played coming into the tournament
has been special, so credit to the boys."
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Pakistan top-order batter
Shan Masood, who was hit

on the head during a practice
session at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground here ahead of
their T20 World Cup opener
against India on Sunday, is
"normal" and his CT scan
revealed superficial bruising.

The latest update from the
PCB team in Australia is that
Masood's neurological observa-
tions are normal.

"The CT scan revealed a
superficial bruising in the area
where he was struck, but he is
currently asymptomatic. The
batter will undergo a concus-
sion re-test on Saturday," the
PCB said in a statement on
Friday.

In a freak incident, the
left-hander suffered the blow on
the right side of his head from
a stray shot off the bat of
Mohammad Nawaz while play-
ing against a spinner.

The 33-year-old was wear-
ing pads but not the helmet as

he was waiting for his turn to
bat. Masood fell on the ground
and looked in pain. He was
soon attended by the team
doctor and then rushed to the
hospital.

It remains to be seen
whether Masood will be fit for
Pakistan's T20 World Cup
opener. They have another left-
handed batter Fakhar Zaman in
the squad to replace him.

Masood, who made his
T20I debut in their home series
against England in September
this year, has played all seven
T20Is and slammed two half-
centuries. But he struggled in
the recent tri-series against
New Zealand and Bangladesh.
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The much awaited marquee
clash between India and

Pakistan may have an anti-cli-
mactic end as 'rain gods' threat-
en to play spoilsport during the
Super 12 clash of the T20 World
Cup on Sunday.

According to local Met
department, there is 80 to 90 per
cent chance of rainfall, volume
of which could be between
1mm to 5 mm. There is also pre-
diction of thunderstorm, which
is, however, a lowly 13 per cent.

On Friday evening, there
was sharp spell of shower in
Melbourne and something like
this on Sunday could spell doom
for the cricket fans.

However, the locals, who
have a fair idea about change of
weather, are confident that even
if the heavens open up, there
could still be a curtailed match.

The MCG is expected to be
full house with at least 85 to 90
per cent Indian fans and a no-
match situation will simply

break their hearts.
It is not the first time that an

India versus Pakistan T20 World
Cup match has been threatened
by rain.

In 2016, the two neigh-
bouring countries played at the
Eden Gardens and a sharp spell
of evening showers and puddles
of water in the outfield was a
massive concern. However, the
revamped drainage system at the
Eden did the trick.

If such a situation arises, the
Victoria's state cricket body is
well equipped with enough
resources to handle the situation.

Since the advertisement rev-
enue generated for this game
surpasses all other games, the
broadcasters incur losses if an
India-Pakistan match is not
held. In such a scenario, Victoria
state cricket body might have to
refund full price of tickets as per
terms and conditions.
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The winners of FIH Pro
League from 2023-24 season

in both men's and women's
categories will directly qualify for
2026 World Cups and 2028
Olympic Games, said hockey
world body's CEO Thierry Weil
on Friday.

"From season 5 and season
6, the winners of the men's and
women's Pro League will direct-
ly qualify for 2026 World Cup.
The winners of seasons 7 and 8
will get direct entry into 2028
Olympics," International Hockey
Federation (FIH) CEO Weil
said in a virtual interaction.

The FIH CEO ruled out
fears that direct qualifications
given to Pro League winners will
have an impact on continental

competitions.
"The direct berth to the con-

tinental events winners will stay
as will the direct berth to the
World Cup and Olympic Games
host country. Two berths in each
section will go to Pro League
winners and the rest will be
awarded through a tournament,"
said Weil. Besides, the FIH has
also planned major changes in
the Pro League as from the
fourth edition -- 2022-23 season
-- the world body will introduce
relegation and promotion sys-
tem.

The last-placed team at the
end of the season in both men's
and women's competitions will
be relegated to the Nations Cup,
while the winners of the Nations
Cup will be promoted to the Pro
League.
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Axar Patel enjoyed an
intense net session under

watchful eyes of coach Rahul
Dravid but his spot is still not
certain in India's playing XI
since Pakistan are likely to
have three left-handers in their
line-up in the much-awaited
T20 World Cup contest, here
on Sunday.

Indian team hasn't had a
settled XI in the last one year,
either due to workload man-
agement or because of injuries
to players that affected the
balance of the side.

Friday's practice session
couldn't be a definitive indica-
tor as to what will be the final
playing eleven as most of the
senior players opted to rest on
the day.

But skipper Rohit Sharma,
KL Rahul, Virat Kohli, Surya
Kumar Yadav, Hardik Pandya
are certainties and Dinesh
Karthik on current form is
ahead of Rishabh Pant.

Karthik, after his batting
session, did keeping drills for
a considerable period of time.

But to be fair to Pant, he is
the only left-handed specialist
batting option in top six and if
both Karthik and Pant are

accommodated in the playing
XI, then Rohit will be forced to
play Pandya as the fifth bowl-
ing option, which could back-
fire on occasions.

Similarly, Axar is the most
consistent spinner on view but
Pakistan top order has south-
paws Fakhar Zaman,
Mohammed Nawaz and
Khushdil Shah and playing a
left-arm spinner against them
may not be a good option.

Ravichandran Ashwin's
experience can't be overlooked
because of the variations he
brings to the table.

Yuzvendra Chahal, as of
now, looks to be the first choice
spinner and on bigger
Australian grounds with huge
side boundaries, wrist spinners
are a must.

The pace troika looks set-
tled with Mohammed Shami
hitting the straps alongside
Arshdeep Singh and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar as
Harshal Patel on current form
can't be selected.
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Mohammed Shami may be
short on game time lead-

ing up to the T20 World Cup
but former Australia allrounder
Tom Moody feels he's a big
player and his expertise would
be crucial in India's high volt-
age opening match against
Pakistan here on Sunday.

Shami, who was down with
COVID-19, was a late inclusion
to the squad after Indian pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah was
ruled out for an indefinite
period following the recur-
rence of his back stress.

The veteran pacer was
pressed into action in final over
of their warm-up match against
Australia at the Gabba on
October 17 as he grabbed 3 for
4 to hand India a six-run win.

"He (Shami) may be short
with some volume in his bowl-
ing, but that one over he
bowled against Australia would
have gone a long way with
regards to not so much the

physical side of things, but
definitely the mental side of
things,” Moody said at Star
Sports show ‘Game Plan'.

Down with COVID-19,
Shami could not feature in
India's build-up home series
against Australia and flew
straight to Brisbane after being
picked on October 14.

Shami had last played a
T20I during the T20 World
Cup in UAE-Oman in 2021,
while his last international
appearance was in an ODI in
the England series in July this
year.

The 57-year-old Aussie,
however, was firm in backing
Shami and said he would make
a formidable pace trio with
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Arshdeep Singh.

"I'd be going with Shami.
I'd just go with his experience.
Obviously, Bhuvi and Arshdeep
are the first two. I just think
that in big tournaments, you
back big players. And he's a big
player with a lot of experience.”
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Defending champions
Australia have taken a risk

by picking all-rounder
Cameron Green instead of a
back-up keeper for their
Twenty20 World Cup cam-
paign, skipper Aaron Finch
said on Friday.

Green on Thursday
replaced injured reserve wick-
etkeeper-batter Josh Inglis in
Australia's T20 squad.

"We've taken the risk and
not gone with the extra keep-
er, which obviously had a
degree of risk to it, but we feel
as though Cam (Green) gives
us a little bit better balance to
the squad," Finch said in the
pre-match press conference.

He, however, said that
Green has been roped in as a
cover and won't be playing the
opening match against New
Zealand on Saturday.

Asked about the reasons
behind the decision, Finch
said: "We went through some
numbers, and I think it's 0.5 of
a percent chance that some-
thing's happened in the past in
T20 cricket to a keeper that's
ruled him out on the day of the
game.

"We feel as though, if
something was to happen pre-
game and it ruled him out for
the tournament, like at training
or something, then there would
still be enough time. That's the
reason.

"It's definitely a risk, no
doubt about that, but it's prob-
ably one we're prepared to
take more so than covering a
fast bowler, a batter, and an all-
rounder. We feel that's a really
crucial skill set."

Finch also said in case
Matthew Wade gets injured
then David Warner is likely to
don the keeping gloves.

"Probably Davey Warner, I
would think. He did a little bit
of practise yesterday. Myself,
maybe I could do it. Maybe
captaining and keeping when
you haven't done it before is a
little bit tougher," he said.

"Maybe Mitchell Starc can
bowl a few up front, take the

gloves through the middle,
and then bowl again at the end.
It's a good question.

"Probably Davey, to be
honest. And like I said, that's a
risk that we're prepared to take
at the moment."

An opening batter, Finch
has struggled of late against
left-arm pacers and he admit-
ted it will be an interesting bat-
tle against Trent Boult on
Saturday.

"Trent is an unbelievable
bowler. He has been for 10 or
12 years now. So when you
open the batting, you've got to
get out to someone eventually.
He probably has my number,
no doubt.

"I still feel as though I've
still got a really solid game plan.
I think there's some technical
things that I can do to a left-
armer that can help that," he
said.

"I think at times I've prob-
ably been a little bit more neg-
ative towards left-armed
bowlers. You almost bat trying
not to get out as opposed to
being really proactive. So
there's all that to consider and
take into tomorrow."

Australia have a good
record against New Zealand at
home but Finch said past per-
formances hardly have any sig-
nificance.

"Their World Cup record
over the last five or six World
Cups has been unbelievable.
They're a great side with a great
mix of experience, youth as
well. They're led unbelievably
well. They've got world class
players all throughout their 11
-- or throughout their 15,"
Finch said.

"You can never ever take
any team lightly, and we're
seeing how close all teams are
in this competition, even
through the qualifiers. The
teams are so close, and the mar-
gins in T20 cricket are so fine
that any person on their day
can take the game away from
the opposition.

"You just have to be really
mindful of that and hope you're
on the right side of it each
time."

WI out of T20 WC as Ireland, Zim progress 
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