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ALMANAC

Updated: OCTOBER 3, 2022 5:00 PM

Forecast: Scattered thunderstorms

Temp: 32
oc

Humidity: 76%

Sunrise: 5:58 AM

Sunset: 5:54 PM

Month & Paksham:
Tithi: Navami: Oct 03 04:38 PM

to Oct 04 02:21 PM
Dashami: Oct 04 02:21 PM

to Oct 05 12:00 PM

Nakshatram: 
Uttara Ashadha: Oct 04 12:25 AM

to Oct 04 10:51 PM
Shravana: Oct 04 10:51 PM

to Oct 05 09:15 PM

Rahukalam: 3:02 PM to 4:30 PM

Yamagandam:  9:07 AM to 10:36 AM

Varjyam: 02:35 AM to 04:05 AM

Gulika: 12:04 PM to 1:33 PM

Amritakalam: 04:52 PM to 06:22 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

SAMBASIVA RAO M
n AMARAVATI

Andhra Pradesh is in grip of election
fever with all major political parties
in the State drawing up campaign
strategies a good 19 months ahead
of the hustings in 2024.

Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy is poised to kick-start his
'Rachhabanda' programme most
probably in the third week of this
month, according to sources in
YSRCP. 

TDP general secretary Nara
Lokesh is planning to begin his
'padayatra' from Kuppam in
Chittoor district to Srikakulam in
North Andhra in January, while JSP
president Pawan Kalyan is going to
finalise his tour schedule this month. 

On the other hand, the BJP has just
wound up a political activity in the
name of 'Praja Poru', in which the
State and national leaders participat-
ed. The Congress is planning to take
advantage of Rahul Gandhi's 'Bharat
Jodo' (Unite India) 'padayatra' to

rebuild the party in the State. To make
arrangements for Rahul Gandhi’s
programme, Oommen Chandy, for-
mer CM of Kerala and AICC gener-
al secretary and in-charge for AP
Congress Affairs visited Kurnool. The
Congress party is scheduled to hold
a state-wide preparatory meeting in
Kurnool on Tuesday. 

When it comes to the planning of
the ruling YSRCP, all the sitting
MLAs, MPs, Assembly and
Parliamentary constituency
incharges have been strictly instruct-
ed to participate in the ongoing
door-to-door campaign 'Gadapa
Gadapaku'. This programme will
continue for the next 50 days.

Meanwhile, the Chief Minister has
been planning to participate in the
'Rachhabanda', a people connect
programme. According to sources,
the Chief Minister will spend at least
15 to 16 days among the public,
directly interacting with them dur-
ing these programmes. Jagan Mohan
Reddy has been working on an

ambitious target of winning all the
175 Assembly constituencies under
'Mission 175'.

On the other hand, former chief
minister and TDP supremo Nara
Chandrababu Naidu has been organ-
ising Mini-Mahanadu programmes
at the parliamentary constituency
level, conducting Assembly con-
stituency level review meetings and
participating in the 'Badude-Badudu'
public programme, apart from inter-
acting with the aspiring candidates
separately at the party headquarters,
informed former Minister Nakka
Ananda Babu.

He said, “We are prepared to par-
ticipate in the elections as and when
they come. We assume that elections
would come as per the actual tenure
of the present government. If the
elections are advanced, even then we
are ready to contest. While
Chandrababu Naidu has been doing
these political activities, Nara Lokesh
is prepared to go on 'padayatra'. 

AP politics hots up amid poll fever
mMajor parties YSRCP, TDP, Jana Sena & BJP, chalk out a slew of programmes to improve their prospects

mBeleaguered Congress bets big on Rahul Gandhi's ‘Bharat Jodo' rally to come out of the ventilator  

PNS n AMARAVATI

Telugu Desam Party (TDP) chief N
Chandrababu Naidu has expressed
shock after knowing that 13-year-old
girls in Vijayawada were addicted to
ganja. Reacting to it, Chandrababu
Naidu demanded that the govern-
ment take stringent action against
the illegal activities in the State.

In a statement on Monday, he
said, “13-year-old girls smoking
ganja in Vijayawada is shocking.
This news made me very anxious
and sad. If ganja has reached even
schoolchildren, then you can under-
stand how dangerous the situation
is. The government systems should
focus on this issue very seriously.”

Chandrababu Naidu further
observed that there should be some
urgent measures to be taken to curb

cannabis altogether. “It is an unforgiv-
able crime being committed by the gov-
ernment. The State government is
using the police for political harassment,
instead of protecting the civilians”.

In the background of new prob-
lems and challenges, parents also
need to be constantly alerted, the
TDP president suggested.

Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan
Reddy is poised to

kick-start his
'Rachhabanda' programme
most probably in the third
week of this month.

TDP general
secretary Nara

Lokesh is planning
to begin his  'padayatra'
from Kuppam in Chittoor
district to Srikakulam in
North Andhra in January.

The BJP has just wound up a political
activity in the name of 'Praja Poru',

in which the State and national
leaders participated. 

The
Congress is

planning to
take advantage of
Rahul Gandhi's
'Bharat Jodo' (Unite
India) 'padayatra' to
rebuild the party in
the State.

Pawan
Kalyan

already has
scheduled a series of
meetings this month
to finalise the route
map and programmes
to be undertaken in his
statewide political
campaign. 

‘Drug addiction reached
alarming levels in AP’

PNS n ONGOLE

A debt-ridden farmer allegedly
committed suicide by consum-
ing pesticide at  Gangavaram vil-
lage Pullalacheruvu mandal on
Monday. Police said that the
deceased farmer Balachandrudu
had taken 3 acres of land on
lease and raised cotton and
chilli crops in it. However, he
incurred huge losses due to
crop failure. He borrowed Rs 8
lakh from private money lenders
to raise the crops.

Unable to bear the pressure
mounted by the money lenders,
he consumed pesticide in his
field and died. SI Vemula
Sudhakar registered a case and
shifted the body to the GGH for
post-mortem.

Debt-ridden
farmer

ends life

PNS n AMARAVATI

Calling upon the party cadre to pray
to the Goddess Durga to pave the way
for three capitals, on the occasion of
the 'Vijayadasami' festival, YSRCP
general secretary Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy has said that the State govern-
ment has been working only with the
commitment to decentralised admin-
istration. Decentralisation of admin-
istration is the only way for the over-
all development of all the regions in
the State, he stressed.

Sajjala conducted a teleconference
with the party district presidents,
MLAs, Assembly Constituency
incharges and others, on Monday. 

He said, “Our political goal is
decentralised administration, which
is the only 'mantra' for the compre-
hensive development of the State.” 

The YSRCP leaders maintained
that the party cadre across the
State should aspire for equitable dis-
tribution of development across all
regions including Amaravati. 

He asked the party leaders to
thwart the attempts of TDP presi-
dent N Chandrababu Naidu and
those who tried to loot public
money to hoodwink the people with
a misinformation campaign against
three capitals concept.

FERVENT APPEAL TO PARTYMEN 

This Dasara, pray for
three capitals: Sajjala  

In the first phase, the TDP deployed the Amaravati farmers to
organise the protest rally from Amaravati to Tirupati and tried

to provoke the Rayalaseema people. Now, the same people have been
organising the second phase of ‘padayatra’ from Amaravati to

Arasavilli, to provoke the North Andhra people, he observed and
alleged that the TDP’s attack in the name of Amaravati
farmers' 'padayatra' had reached East Godavari district. 

}

Launch 5G in Vizag, GVL urges Centre
PNS n AMARAVATI

BJP's member of Rajya Sabha G V
L Narasimha Rao on Monday
requested the Centre to launch 5G
network services in the port city of
Visakhapatnam on a priority basis
in view of its strategic and econom-
ic significance.

He wanted the 5G services, too, be
launched in other important cities in
Andhra Pradesh -- Vijayawada,
Rajamahendravaram, Kakinada and
Tirupati -- in the next batch.

In a letter to Union Information
Technology and Communications

Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, the
MP said Visakhapatnam was a very
fast growing city and the econom-
ic growth engine of Andhra Pradesh.

Visakhapatnam is also very impor-
tant from strategic and national secu-
rity perspective as the city is home to
the headquarters of Eastern Naval
Command and has major Indian
Coast Guard operations besides other
key assets like Visakhapatnam Port,
Hindustan Shipyard Limited,
Hindustan Petroleum and SAMEER,
among others.

In view of the economic, strate-
gic and security reasons,
Visakhapatnam needs to be placed
on top priority for launch of 5G
services at the earliest, Narasimha
Rao said.

DASPALLA LANDS ROW

Govt decision as per
SC order: Vijayasai
PNS n AMARAVATI

Urging the public not
to trust the news
being spread against
the Daspalla lands in
Vizag city, YSRCP
MP V Viajayasai
Reddy said that the
State government has
taken a decision on
these lands as per the
orders of the Supreme
Court.

In a press release on Monday, he
said the TDP leaders had alleged
that he was trying to grab these pre-
cious lands. Reacting to these alle-
gations, he said that there was no
truth in these charges levelled

against him. Vijayasai
Reddy said that the
Supreme Court had
given orders in 2015
on a total of 85 acres
of land when TDP
was in power. Now,
the present govern-
ment implemented
the same orders, he
maintained. 

He further said
that as a result of the

new decision taken by the State gov-
ernment, 64 individual land owners
of 15 acres entered an agreement
with the Assure Developers. These
are private lands and there is noth-
ing wrong in entering agreements
with the owners, he observed. 

The ruling YSRCP strictly instructed all the sitting MLAs, MPs, Assembly and Parliamentary constituency incharges to participate
in the ongoing door-to-door campaign ‘Gadapa Gadapaku’. This programme will continue for the next 50 days.

S BHANU PRAKASH
n TIRUMALA

One of the great attractions at the
annual 'Srivari Brahmotsavams' at
the Tirumala shrine this year is the
flower decorations. Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) is
importing flowers from other coun-
tries like Japan, USA and Thailand.

As many as 30 donors hailing
from different states arranged flow-
ers for TTD for decoration during
'Brahmotsavams', said Srinivasulu,
Incharge of TTD Garden Wing.

Talking to The Pioneer, he said
nearly three lakh cut flowers and
50,000 seasonal flowers were utilised

for decorations in Srivari temple and
at other major locations in Tirumala.

He said for the first time, saffron
flower garlands made from 2.5 kg
flowers worth Rs 6 lakh harvested
from the first crop of saffron in
Kashmir were used in decorating the
deity. Garlands made of organic mil-
lets have also been used for decora-

tion of Ranganayakula Mandapam
where 'Snapana Thirumanjanam'
is being held during
'Brahmotsavams' inside the shrine.

Anjeer, cashew, almonds and
cardamom garlands as well as gar-
lands of various scented flowers of
various hues and fruits like apple
imported from Japan, Fiji and
Thailand are also being used for the
decoration of Mandapam where the
ceremonial celestial bath of the
deities performed on the special
occasion of 'Brahmotsavams', and
for the first time orchids with dif-
ferent colours have been imported
from Japan and berries from USA,
Srinivasulu said.

Imported flowers & fruits,  a major attraction at ‘Brahmotsavams’

Figs, cashew, almonds and cardamom garlands as well as garlands of
various scented flowers of various hues and fruits imported from

Japan, USA, Fiji and Thailand are being used for decoration

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Sri Durga Malleswara Swamy Varla
Devasthanam has earned about Rs
3 crore during the Dasara celebra-
tions atop the Indrakeeladri so far,
by selling 'Seva', 'darshan' tickets and
'prasadams'. 

Around 7.50 lakh devotees had
the darshan of Durga Devi during
the celebrations, while 3 lakh peo-
ple thronged the temple on the aus-
picious 'Moola Nakshatram' alone.

On an average, 75,000 to 80,000
devotees had darshan of goddess

Durga Devi in the past eight days.
Over four lakh devotees are
expected to visit the temple in the
days to come. On the final day, the
turnout may cross two lakh as the
devotees might want to watch
'Teppotsavam'.

Durga temple earns Rs 3 cr
from ‘sevas', darshan tickets

7.50 lakh devotees had
darshan so far during the
10-day festival
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PNS n STOCKHOLM

Swedish scientist Svante Paabo
won the Nobel Prize in medicine
Monday for his discoveries on
human evolution that provided key
insights into our immune system
and what makes us unique com-
pared with our extinct cousins, the
award's panel said.

Paabo has spearheaded the
development of new techniques
that allowed researchers to com-
pare the genome of modern 

PNS n MUMBAI

The average cost of market borrow-
ing for states rose 12 basis point to
7.77 per cent on Monday, increas-
ing for the third consecutive week.

The cost of funds has seen a
cumulative hike of 31 basis points
(bps) during the past three weeks.

At the latest auction of debt, 10
states raised Rs 19,500 crore on
Monday, drawing down the full
amount indicated for this week.

The weighted average cut-off of
the debt rose by 12 bps to 7.77 per
cent from 7.65 per cent in the last
auction, despite the weighted aver-
age tenor declining to 13 years
from 15 years, Aditi Nayar, chief
economist at Icra Ratings, said in
a note.

Swedish scientist
wins Nobel Prize
in medicine

States borrowing
cost rises for
third week
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AIR INDIA INTRODUCES NEW MENU
IN DOMESTIC FLIGHTS

IAF GETS NEW-AGE INDIGENOUSLY-BUILT
LIGHT COMBAT HELICOPTER ‘PRACHAND'

CBI DETAINS RUSSIAN NATIONAL IN 
JEE-MAINS EXAM MANIPULATION CASE

T
he CBI has detained a Russian national at Indira Gandhi
International Airport in connection with its probe into alleged
manipulation of JEE (Mains) examination last year, officials said

Monday. The central agency had issued a 'Look Out Circular' against the
foreign national, suspected to be main hacker, for alleged manipulation
of the prestigious examination, they said. The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) was alerted by the central agencies when the Russian
national arrived at the airport from abroad, they said. He was
immediately detained by the CBI and is being questioned in connection
with the JEE manipulation case probed by the agency, they said.

CEC LAUNCHES VOTER 
AWARENESS RADIO SERIES

C
hief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar and Election
Commissioner Anup Chandra Pandey on Monday launched a voter
awareness radio series in collaboration with All India Radio. Fifty-

two episodes, each 15 minutes long, will be broadcast every Friday on
Vividh Bharati stations and various radio stations of the All India Radio.
'Matdata Junction' will have its first episode aired on October 7. Kumar
said the programme will be a strong platform to connect with voters
across the country. The programme, as a combination of information
and entertainment, would specifically help address urban apathy and
inform the audience about the election process.

T
atas-owned Air India has introduced a new in-flight menu
on domestic routes amid the onset of the festive season.
Since taken over by the Tatas in January this year, the loss-

making airline has been making efforts to revamp services,
expand its fleet and increase its overall market share in the fast-
growing domestic aviation space. The new in-flight menu,
featuring an assortment of gourmet meals, trendy appetisers
and decadent desserts, showcases India's locally sourced
culinary influence, it said in a release. The menu was introduced
on October 1. 

T
he Indian Air Force (IAF) on Monday inducted the first fleet of
indigenously-built Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) "Prachand", 23
years after the need for such a lethal platform for mountain warfare

was felt following the Kargil conflict with Pakistan. Developed by state-run
aerospace major Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), the 5.8-tonne
twin-engine chopper is armed with air-to-air missiles, 20-mm turret guns
and rocket systems, and is capable of destroying enemy tanks, bunkers,
drones and other assets in high-altitude regions. The helicopter
possesses modern stealth characteristics, robust armour protection and
formidable night-attack capability, capable of operating in Siachen.

CNG prices may
go up by 
Rs 8-12 per kg
PNS n NEW DELHI

CNG prices are likely to be hiked by
Rs 8-12 per kg and that of gas piped
to household kitchens by over Rs 6 per
unit after the government raised the
prices of input natural gas to a record,
analysts said on Monday. The govern-
ment last week raised the prices of gas
produced from old fields, called
APM gas, to USD 8.57 per million
British thermal unit from USD 6.1. 
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EGG 

RATES

VIJAYAWADA        462

HYDERABAD         460

VISAKHAPATNAM 460

RREETTAAIILL PPRRIICCEE `̀44..6622

`̀//110000 

CHICKEN 

RATES

Dressed/With Skin `205

Without Skin `215

Broiler at Farm `190

`̀//KKGG

(IN VIJAYAWADA)

P
rime Minister
Narendra Modi, while
taking part in the

Bharatiya Janata Party’s exec-
utive meeting held in
Hyderabad recently,
observed that the BJP should
take backward Muslims
under its wings and ensure
that they benefit from the
Centre’s welfare schemes. 

Ever since Modi came to
power, the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre and in the
states have been working
with the objective of ensur-
ing that the Union govern-
ment’s welfare schemes reach
all sections of people in line
with the motto of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas. 

Modi is against appeasing
a section of society for the
sake of votes. He wants gov-
ernments to focus on welfare
and development of the poor,
irrespective of their commu-
nity. 

Yogi Adityanath, Chief
Minister of the Muslim-
majority Uttar Pradesh,

never showed discrimina-
tion towards Muslims while
implementing welfare
schemes. The UP govern-
ment and the Centre have
provided huge amounts of
funds towards educational
and health projects targeting
UP’s Muslim-majority dis-
tricts such as Rampur,
Shaharanpur, Amroha,
Bulandshahar, Hapur and
Ghazipur. Muslims constitute
18 per cent of the population
in UP. 

There was not a single
instance of injustice being
done to Muslims in imple-
menting Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojna, Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwal Yojana, disbursement
of Mudra Loans, distribution
of free rations, among other
things. In fact, over 30 per
cent of the welfare and devel-
opment funds are benefiting
Muslims in the state. 

In the byelections held six
months ago to Rampur and
Azamghad LS seats in UP,
the BJP romped home. In the

last Assembly elections too,
Muslim majority seats went
to BJP.  Danish Azad
Answari, who hails from the
most backward class, was
inducted into Yogi’s cabinet.
Similarly, Kaiful Wara of the
weaver community was
appointed UP Urdu
Academy chairman. 

There is no doubt that 85
per cent of the Muslims in
the country are backward
and Dalits. 

The Congress and the

Samajwadi Party had been
trying for decades to bag
Muslims’ votes with induce-
ments.  However, the situa-
tion changed after the Modi-
led BJP came to power at the
Centre in 2019.

The popular feeling is that
Samajwadi Party can come to
power in Uttar Pradesh and
the Rashtriya Janata Dal in
Bihar if only Muslims and
Yadavs join hands. 

However, the BJP has
attracted the most backward

classes among BCs and
Dalits towards its fold.
Hence, most of the Muslims
are leaning towards the BJP. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party
and the BJP governments
have been working sincere-
ly to take backward Muslims
(Pasmanda) under their
wings.  Jamal Siddique was
appointed BJP Minority
Morcha national president.
The party has appointed sev-
eral Pasmanda Muslims in
key positions. 

The Centre
banned the
Popular Front of
India and its affili-
ated organisations
recently.  Earlier, the
National Investigation
Agency, Enforcement
Directorate and the police in
several states unitedly inves-
tigated into the nefarious
activities of the organiza-
tion for months together.
The central agencies had
gathered foolproof evidence
against the PFI and only
then their offices were raid-
ed.  That is why the Ajmer
Dargah and other Muslim
organisations supported the
raids, declaring that any
measure taken to root out
terrorism was acceptable to
them. 

Investigations revealed
that the PFI and its affiliat-
ed bodies had been resorting
to terrorist activities, funding
such activities, provoking
poor Muslims to become
terrorists and providing

training to
them to even-
tually join ter-
ror outfits like

ISIS. To escape
the government’s

radar, these outfits were
working under names like
the Federation of Human
Rights Agencies, National
Mahila Front, Empower
India Foundation and Junior
Front. The organisations are
active in 17 states. These
organisations tried to pro-
voke people and engineer
communal riots. In 2010,
PFI activists chopped off the
hands of TS Joseph in Kerala
during the Congress regime.   

After the Student Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI)
was banned for its anti-
national activities,  the
Popular Front of India was
created by the National
Democratic Front of
Karnataka, Forum for
Dignity and Neeti Pasarai by
joining hands. Earlier, the
Oomen Chandy government

of Kerala lodged a petition in
the High Court, accusing of
PFI of being an alternative to
SIMI and indulging in terror-
ist activities.  

Surprisingly, the Kerala
BJP president K Surendran
charged the CPM with trying
to enroll activists of PFI in
CPM and hence delaying
the imposing the ban on
PFI in Kerala. One of the
leaders of the banned PFI
was a minister in the Pinarayi
Vijayan government, but the
then government did not act
against him. 

The Congress, Rashtriya
Janata Dal, Muslim League,
and the MIM are apparent-
ly shocked over the ban on
PFI.  The true colours of
these parties are exposed as
they draw a parallel between
PFI, which is indulging in
sabotage and joining hands
with terror outfits, and the
Rashtriya Swayam Sevak
Sangh, which is a patriotic
organization engaged in pro-
moting Hinduism. 

Y SATYA KUMAR 

BJP National Secretary 

TRULY 

SPEAKING

There is no doubt that 85 per cent of
the Muslims in the country are
backward and Dalits. The Congress
and the Samajwadi Party had been
trying for decades to bag Muslims'
votes with inducements. However,
the situation changed after the
Modi-led BJP came to power at the
Centre in 2019. 

Modi against appeasing a section of society for votes

PNS n AMARAVATI

In the light of recent industri-
al accidents in the state, the
Andhra Pradesh government
has notified fresh safety guide-
lines to institutionalise preven-
tive measures to check acciden-
tal leakage of toxic gases and
dangerous chemicals in facto-
ries.

Madireddy Pratap, Director
General of AP Disaster
Response and Fire Services
(DRFS), said the new guide-
lines issued under the AP Fire
Service Act, 1999, would go a
long way in averting accidents
in industrial units.

"Democratic checks and bal-
ances resulting from public dis-
closure will go a long way in
preventing major disasters,"
Pratap pointed out.

Periodic mock drills and

community awareness pro-
grammes are some of the pre-
ventive measures that are now
being mandated for industrial
units.

Under Section 14(1) of the
Act, all companies and indus-
tries, including ports, which
store or process any toxic, haz-
ardous or explosive chemicals
are required to disclose that
information every three
months.

That will enable the first
responders -- police, fire ser-
vices and health personnel -- to
conduct joint mock drills and
also create awareness among
the local communities on the
likely hazards and possible
preventive measures, according
to the DG.

"Any violation of the mini-
mum safety provisions will
attract prosecution not only

under the AP Fire Service Act
but also under the Indian
Penal Code (IPC)," the DG
warned.

A spate of accidents over the
last few years, in which many
lives were lost, exposed the lack
of preparedness and adequate
safety norms in industrial units
with preventive mechanisms
found wanting.

Various official committees
that probed into these acci-
dents have established the
omissions on part of the man-
agements and insufficient
infrastructure to handle such
major accidents.

That there is no basic infor-
mation about the nature and
the amount of chemicals and
gases stored in many of the
industrial units leaves the first
responders clueless and unpre-
pared to handle an emergency

situation, the committees have
noted.

In May 2020, leak of styrene
vapour from LG Polymers
plant near Visakhapatnam left
12 persons dead and close to
1,000 people sick.

In April 2022, an explosion
in Porus Laboratories in West
Godavari district killed 10
people.

In June this year, leak of poi-
sonous gas from a company in
the same industrial area in
Anakapalli district left over 200
workers in an apparel manu-
facturing unit sick, which was
located away from it. The
source of the leak took many
weeks to be established.

A month later, there was
again a gas leak from an ‘out-
side source’ but over 300 work-
ers, mostly women, of the
apparel unit fell ill.

New safety guidelines in AP
to check industrial accidents

PNS n AMARAVATI

Budi Mutyala Naidu, Deputy
CM for PR and RD, Govt of
AP, met Union Minister for
Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Giri Raj Singh
in Tirupati, on Monday.

He represented and dis-
cussed various issues related
to the State, according to a
statement released by the
department in the
Secretariat. The Union
Minister responded posi-
tively and gave assurance
for more funding to the
State, Mutyala Naidu said.

The Dy CM said that the
State is yet to get Rs 1,283
crore as material compo-
nent and another Rs 170
crore under administrative
component under the MGN-
REGA scheme. He request-
ed the Centre to increase the

horticulture crop cultivation
maximum limit from the
present 5 acre to 10 acre, so
as to increase the horticul-
ture crop yield in the State
and to help the farmers. He
further explained that the
areas like Rayalaseema
region, which is the rain-
shadow region of the
Western Ghats and receives
the lowest rainfall, have been
suffering a lot. If the govern-
ment enhances the eligibili-
ty criteria for horticulture
cultivation in such regions,
then it will be helpful for
providing more employ-
ment. 

The State government also
requested the Union govern-
ment to allow the cultivation of
coffee beans under the MGN-
REGA in the Tribal regions,
which would provide employ-
ment opportunities to them.

Release NREGA dues,
Dy CM urges Centre

Continued from Page 1

The cadre is eagerly look-
ing forward to it. If the elec-
tions come a little earlier,
then we will modify the
'padayatra' according to the
schedule.” 

Pawan Kalyan already
has scheduled a series of
meetings this month to
finalise the route map and
programmes to be under-
taken in his statewide polit-
ical campaign. 

Speaking to this corre-
spondent, APCC president
Sake Sailajanath said that
Rahul Gandhi’s 'padayatra'
will cover the Assembly
constituencies including
Rayadurg, Alur, Adoni,
Yemmiganur and
Mantralayam, starting from
September 17. 

He further added, “It is
not just a political rally. It
is a rally aiming at uniting
India. Hence, we expect
that the majority of the
people would participate
in this programme in our
State.”

AP politics
hots up amid
poll fever

This Dasara,
pray for three
capitals: Sajjala  
Continued from Page 1

Ramakrishna Reddy said
that in the first phase, the
TDP deployed the Amaravati
farmers to organise the
protest rally from Amaravati
to Tirupati and tried to pro-
voke the Rayalaseema peo-
ple. 
Now, the same people have
been organising the second
phase of 'padayatra' from
Amaravati to Arasavilli, to
provoke the North Andhra
people, he observed and
alleged that the TDP’s attack
in the name of Amaravati
farmers' 'padayatra' had
reached East Godavari dis-
trict. 

Ramakrishna Reddy
appealed to the party cadre
and leaders to perform 'pujas'
at all temples on October 5,
praying to the Goddess
Durga for the decentralised
administration and three
capitals. 

Durga temple earns
Rs 3 cr from ‘sevas'...
Continued from Page 1

The Durga temple authorities are selling Seva tickets, dar-
shan tickets and ladu 'prasadams' during the ongoing Dasara
festivities. This year, they introduced Rs. 500 tickets for VIPs,
besides Rs.100 and Rs.300 tickets. Also, there is a Seva ticket
of Rs. 3,000.

According to the temple authorities, Rs. 3 crore has been
earned in the past seven days – an average of Rs.40 lakh per
day. On the first day of the Dasara celebrations, the temple
received Rs.26.10 lakh through Seva, darshan tickets and laddu
prasadam sales.

Over Rs.37.15 lakh was earned on the second day, Rs.38 lakh
on the third day, Rs.31.40 lakh on the fourth day, Rs.43,86 lakh
on the fifth day, Rs.60.59 lakh on the sixth day and Rs.37.25
lakh was received on the seventh day of the celebrations, the
temple authorities said.

The Durga temple authorities expect the income to increase
in the last three days. 

Continued from Page 1

humans and that of other
hominins the Neanderthals and
Denisovans.

While Neanderthal bones
were first discovered in the
mid-19th century, only by
unlocking their DNA often
referred to as the code of life
have scientists been able to
fully understand the links
between species.

This included the time when
modern humans and
Neanderthals diverged as a
species, determined to be
around 800,000 years ago, said
Anna Wedell, chair of the Nobel
Committee.

Paabo and his team also sur-
prisingly found that gene flow
had occurred from
Neanderthals to Homo sapiens,
demonstrating that they had
children together during peri-
ods of co-existence," she said.
This transfer of genes between

hominin species affects how the
immune system of modern
humans reacts to infections,
such as the coronavirus.

About 1-2% of people out-
side Africa have Neanderthal
genes. Svante P bo has discov-
ered the genetic make up of our
closest relatives, the
Neanderthals and the Denison
hominins," Nils-G ran Larsson,
a Nobel Assembly member,
told the Associated Press after
the announcement.

"And the small differences
between these extinct human
forms and us as humans today
will provide important insight
into our body functions and
how our brain has developed
and so forth.

Paabo, 67, performed his
prizewinning studies in
Germany at the University of
Munich and at the Max Planck
Institute for Evolutionary
Anthropology in Leipzig.

Paabo is the son of Sune

Bergstrom, who won the Nobel
prize in medicine in 1982.

According to the Nobel
Foundation, it's the eighth time
that the son or daughter of a
Nobel laureate also won a Nobel
Prize. Only once has a father-
son duo shared the same Nobel
Prize: in 1915 when Sir William
Henry Bragg and his son
William Laurence Bragg won
the physics award together.
Scientists in the field lauded the
Nobel Committee's choice this
year.

David Reich, a geneticist at
Harvard Medical School, said
he was thrilled the group hon-
ored the field of ancient DNA,
which he worried might fall
between the cracks. By recog-
nising that DNA can be pre-
served for tens of thousands of
years and developing ways to
extract it Paabo and his team
created a completely new way
to answer questions about our
past, Reich said. 

Continued from Page 1

The rates for gas produced from diffi-
cult fields were hiked to USD 12.46 from
USD 9.92 per mmBtu. APM gas makes up
for two-thirds of all gas produced in the
country. This gas is converted into CNG
for automobiles and piped to household
kitchens for cooking. Kotak Institutional
Equities said APM gas prices are up near-
ly 5x in just a year - from USD 1.79 per
mmBtu till September 2021 to USD 8.57.

"We expect CGDs to raise prices, but
only in tranches, impacting near-term
earnings," it said. For each USD per
mmBtu gas price rise, city gas distribution
(CGD) entities need to raise the CNG
price by Rs 4.7-4.9 per kg.

"For USD 2.5 per mmBtu price rise, and
also for recent currency weakness, CGDs
will need an immediate CNG price
increase of Rs 12-14 per kg," it said adding

CGDs cannot absorb gas price increases.
In the past, CGDs have been able to pass

on all cost increases, and per unit margins
have been on long-term rising trends for
CGDs. According to ICICI Securities,
piped cooking gas, called PNG, CNG
prices will need to be raised by Rs 6.2 per
standard cubic meter and Rs 9-12.5 per kg
to fully pass on the impact of these high
input costs. "At best, we see only a slow
gradual pass-through of these costs over
third quarter (October to December)," it
said.

Jefferies said Indraprastha Gas Ltd, the
firm that retails CNG and PNG in the
national capital, will need to raise CNG
price by Rs 8 per kg while Mahanagar Gas
Ltd - the retailer in Mumbai - will have to
increase prices by Rs 9.

"This would reduce CNG's discount to
petrol/diesel from 45/30 per cent to 40/20
per cent for IGL. Similarly, the discount

for MGL would reduce from 45/30 per
cent currently to 40/20 per cent," it said.
"This could impact volume growth."

As a key producer of domestic APM gas,
a sharp 40 per cent increase in price is pos-
itive for upstream producers ONGC and
Oil India. The price hike will boost
ONGC's earnings by about 16 per cent,
Kotak said. "However, in our view, such
high prices may not sustain for long. In
addition, there is a risk that the government
may take away benefits by imposing addi-
tional taxation, like the recent windfall tax
on oil prices," it said.

But unlike APM gas, the benefits of high-
er rates for gas from new and difficult fields
can sustain. Reliance Industries Ltd, with the
largest new gas production, is a key bene-
ficiary. Kotak said there is a serious need to
revisit the domestic gas price formula and
introduce floor/ceiling price for several rea-
sons.

CNG prices may go up by Rs 8-12 per kg

States borrowing cost
rises for third week
Continued from Page 1

Before the yields began to
climb three weeks ago, for
four successive weeks the
rates had been falling and
had touched a low of 7.46
per cent.

She attributed the spike
in the cut-off to the rise in
US treasury yields and the
hike in the 50 bps repo rate
by the RBI last Friday.
Reflecting the hardening
interest rate regime, the
10-ye ar  G-s ecs
(Government Securities)
yield increased to 7.47 per
cent from 7.29 per cent
last Tuesday.

Similarly, the weighted
average cut-off of the 10-
year state bonds rose to 13
bps to 7.79 per cent from
7.67 per cent last week.

Accordingly, the spread
between the weighted aver-
age 10-year state debt and
G-secs yield eased to 32 bps
from 38 bps in the same
period.

At Monday's auction, Rs
8,900 crore or 46 per cent
of the total issuance was in
longer tenors and Rs 6,600
crore or 34 per cent were in
the 10-year bucket. The
balance Rs 4,000 crore or 21
per cent were raised by
Maharashtra as an eight-
year debt.

Punjab borrowed Rs 400
crore in 20-year tenor at 7.7
per  cent ,  whi le  Kerala
raised Rs 400 crore in 25-
year tenor at 7.7 per cent
which was lower than the
weighted average cut-off of
7.79 per cent of the 10-year
tenor.

Swedish scientist wins... Is KCR eyeing TDP
leaders in AP?
PNS n HYDERABAD

As the clock ticks for the for-
mal launch of his national
party, Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao is likely to
target a lot of TDP lead-
ers in Andhra
Pradesh.

Speculations are
rife that KCR is
wooing AP TDP
leaders for his new
party and is in con-
tact with them. Special
focus has been reported-
ly put on Srikakulam,
Vizianagaram and Kadapa dis-
tricts. Many leaders who had
worked with him in the past
got a call from KCR, especial-
ly the leaders of Koppula and
Velama communities, in AP.

KCR has already met for-
mer MP Undavalli Arun
Kumar. Looking at KCR's
strategy, there is a suspicion
that Harish Rao's comments
on AP Sarkar are deliberate.

While Harish Rao is
busy targeting AP,

KTR is trying to
cool it down. But
Minister Gangula
Kamalakar who
was in the TDP,

hinted that they are
ready to show once

again what TRS is capa-
ble of, while commenting
against YSRCP.

He even reminded them of
how they showed their
strength in 2014. He advised
YSRCP leaders not to mess
with them.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Five state Governors and
Chief Ministers would attend
the Alai Balai conducted by
Haryana Governor Bandaru
Dattatreya every year.
Telangana Governor Tamilisai
Sounderarajan is the chief
guest. Another attraction this
year is cine actor-cum-politi-
cian Chiranjeevi participating
in the Alai Balai to be held at
the Exhibition Grounds on
October 6. While revealing
the details, Alai Balai
Foundation Committee chair-
person Bandaru Vijayalaxmi
said that Union Ministers G
Kishan Reddy and Bhupinder
Yadav would also attend the
programme. 

Chiranjeevi to attend
this year's Alai Balai
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The Goddess will be adorned as Sri Mahishasuramardini Devi on the
penultimate day of the Navaratri festival at Durga Temple atop the Indrakeeladri
in Vijayawada on Tuesday.  It is considered to be the ‘Ugra Avataram’ (fiery form)
of Devi.  In this avatar,  the Goddess has the powers of Brahma, Vishnu, and
Maheswara and is armed with different kinds of weapons.

Sri Mahishasuramardini Devi

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

TDP State general secretary
and former minister Devineni
Uma Maheswara Rao staged a
protest against the renaming of
Dr. NTR University of Health
Sciences as Dr.YSR University
of Health Sciences, at
Gollapudi near
Vijayawada on
Monday. Party
activists raised slo-
gans against the
State government
and demanded
that it roll back the
decision.

Devineni Uma and
other party leaders gar-
landed Dr. NTR's statue and
paid him tributes before the
protest programme. A huge
number of party activists from
Vijayawada Rural,
Ibrahimpatnam, Kondapalli
and other areas took part in the
protest, which continued till
the evening.

Speaking on the occasion,
Devineni Uma said that NTR
Health University was the first
such varsity in the country and
former Chief Minister Dr.
NTR acted as its Chancellor.
“YSRCP chief and Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, who is incapable of rul-
ing the State, is changing the
names of several prestigious
institutions to divert people's
thinking,” he alleged. He said
that CM Jagan was using diver-
sionary tactics and taking
revenge against Opposition
leaders.

He further said
that the Health

University was start-
ed in combined

Andhra Pradesh and later it
was named after Dr. NTR in
honour of his services to the
university. Later, the Congress
party came to power twice, but
no other Chief Minister tried
to change the name of the
Health University, including
CM Jagan's father Dr. YS
Rajasekhar Reddy, he pointed
out. “Jagan has failed in ruling
the State, which has been fac-
ing financial crises for the
past three-and-a-half years,” he
alleged.

He lashed out at the State
government for failing to sup-
ply drinking water to the pres-
tigious All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) at
Mangalagiri. During the TDP
regime, as a result of the efforts
made by former CM and TDP
national president Nara
Chandrababu Naidu, the
Central government sanc-

tioned AIIMS to the State. The
institute was constructed
spending an amount of
Rs.1,500 crore, he said.

“People are disappointed
with the treatment provided at
government hospitals and the
quality of medicines there.
They are depending on private
hospitals because of non-main-
tenance of Aarogyasri,” he
said. People should go to
AIIMS Mangalagiri, where
better treatment is provided at
a minimal fee of Rs.10. Costs
of various tests are also low, he
added.

"Our leader Chandrababu
Naidu constructed the
Pattiseema Lift Irrigation,
Purushothapatnam scheme
and the Sri Kanaka Durga
Flyover. After coming to
power, YSRCP could not do
anything," he said. He further
said that thanks to the
Pattiseema Lift Irrigation
scheme, farming was happen-
ing in Krishna Delta as well as
in the upland areas.

Roll back decision to rename 
Health varsity: Devineni Uma

TDP
workers

organise protest
against State govt

at Gollapudi

Heavy turnout of devotees on Durgashtami
Goddess Kanaka Durga blesses devout as Sri Durga Devi

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Thousands of devotees contin-
ued to throng the Durga Devi
temple atop Indrakeeladri on
the eighth day of the Dasara
Sarannavaratri celebrations on
Monday. Priests adorned god-
dess Kanaka Durga Devi in Sri
Durga Devi avatar on the occa-
sion of Sri Durgashtami on
Aswayuja Ashtami.

Durgashtami is considered
to be one of the most impor-
tant and auspicious days dur-
ing Navaratri festivities. It sym-
bolises victory over evil.
Holding weapons like a sword,
spear and chakra, Durga’s vehi-
cle is a tiger and it is fierce in
her looks. 

The goddess is called Durga
as she killed the demon
Durgamudu or Durgamasur.
She is considered the most
powerful goddess and the
mother of the universe; she is
behind creation, preservation
and destruction of the world.

In view of this significance,
generally, a large number of pil-
grims come to the Durga tem-
ple to worship the goddess on
this auspicious day.

Heavy turnout of devotees
was witnessed on the premis-
es of the Sri Durga Malleswara
Swamy Varla Devasthanam on
Monday. Queue lines were
filled all day. According to the
temple authorities, around
75,000 devotees had darshan of

Durga Devi and offered pujas.  
During Dasara

Sarannavarathi festivities, the
last three days namely
Durgashtami, Mahanavami
and Vijayadashami are consid-
ered the most auspicious days.
Every year, thousands of
Bhavanis visit the temple to
seek the goddess’s blessings on
the last three days.

This year also, so many
Bhavanis arrived during

Durgashtami and even more
are expected to come. But the
temple authorities had not
made arrangements for their
Deeksha Viramana. However,
the Bhavanis relinquished their
deekshas with the help of some
Guru Bhavanis near the Durga
temple.

Bhavani Deeksha holders
asked the temple authorities for
making proper arrangements
at least for the last two days. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector S Dilli
Rao and his wife and West
Godavari Collector
(Bhimavaram) Prashanti, along
with their family members, visit-
ed Sri Kanaka Durga Devi tem-
ple atop Indrakeeladri on
Monday. Durga temple
Executive Officer (EO) D
Bramaramba gave a warm wel-
come to them as per the temple
rituals before they had darshan.
After having darshan, they went
to Ashirvada Mandapam. Vedic
scholars gave blessings to the

Collector's family members.
Bhramaramba presented them
with Durga Devi's portrait and
prasadam. Speaking on the
occasion, Dilli Rao said it was a
great opportunity for him to
organise the Dasara
Sarannavaratri celebrations. He
thanked all government officials,
temple authorities and others
for their cooperation. NTR
District Joint Collector S Nupur
Ajay Kumar, Vijayawada West
Tahsildar Madhuri, Vijayawada
Rural Tahsildar B Sai Srinivas
Naik, temple officials and staff
were present. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister for Endowment
Kottu Satyanarayana has said
that the 10-day-long Dasara
Sarannavaratri celebrations
will conclude at Sri Durga
Malleswara Swamy Varla
Devasthanam with ‘Hamsa
Vahana Teppotsavam’ (celes-
tial boat ride) of the goddess
in River Krishna on
Wednesday evening.

Addressing the media on
Monday, the minister said
that a decision on the celestial
boat ride of Mallikarjuna

Swamy and Kanaka Durga in
River Krishna would be taken
on Wednesday, taking the
water flows in the river and
the weather conditions into
consideration.

He further said
that the
Irrigation offi-
cials would
accord per-
mission for
the boat ride
depending
on those fac-
t o r s .
Teppotsavam
would be con-

fined to offering
pujas to the pro-
cessional deities

placed on the
hamsa vahanam (a

special boat built in

the shape of a mythical
Hamsa), but there would be
no Nadi Viharam, he said.

He said the celestial boat
ride was cancelled due to the
heavy flow in the river last
year. In 2020, the boat ride
was confined to the Durga
ghat. The boat was anchored
at the ghat and the proces-
sional deities were kept for a
while in the boat as a symbol-
ic ride, he said.

Uncertainties notwith-
standing, foolproof arrange-
ments are being made for the
conduct of ‘Teppotsavam’ as
per the tradition. The minis-

ter made it clear that no devo-
tees would be permitted at
Durga ghat. “They can watch
the rituals from Prakasam
Barrage if the celestial boat
ride is conducted,” he said.

The Endowments Minister
said that except for Rs. 500
tickets (VIP), all other special
darshan tickets would stand
cancelled on October 5. The
other four queue lines would
be for those seeking free dar-
shan and special darshan
facility would be available
from 10 am to 12 noon and
again between 4 pm to 6 pm,
he said.

‘Teppotsavam’ in River Krishna tomorrow

Minister Kottu
Satyanarayana says
final decision will be

taken based on water
flows and weather

conditions

COLLECTOR, FAMILY HAVE
DURGA DEVI DARSHAN

PNS/VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Police Commissioner
Kanti Rana Tata inspected the
arrangements for conducting
‘Teppotsavam' on October 5 in
River Krishna in Vijayawada, on
Monday. On the final day of the
ongoing Dasara celebrations, a
celestial boat ride of Lord
Mallikarjuna Swamy and Goddess
Kanaka Durga in River Krishna
would be taken October 5. In this
connection, CP Kanthi Rana
visited the Durga Ghat and

inspected the arrangements. He
gave instructions to the officers
concerned to take necessary
steps to avoid untoward incidents
during the 'Teppotsavam'. If the
weather permits, the temple
authorities would conduct the
‘Teppotsavam', he added. Deputy
Police Commissioner Vishal
Gunni, West Zone incharge of
DCP Kolli Srinivas, CSW DCP
Udaya Rani, SB ADCP Ch
Lakshmipathi, West Zone ACP
Dr.K Hanumantha Rao, and
temple officials were present. 

CP inspects steps for ‘Teppotsavam'

PNS n TIRUMALA

Spiritual ecstasy marked the
procession of Suryaprabha
Vahanam' on the seventh day
of the ongoing nine-day annu-
al 'Brahmotsavams' of Lord
Venkateswara here on Monday. 

Lord Malayappa Swamy,
dressed in fine silk attires and
fully decorated with gold and
diamond jewellery, seated atop
the beaming golden Surya
Prabha Vahanam was taken
out in a procession. 

Legend has it that Lord
Sriman Narayana lies in the
midst of Surya Mandala which
is the Sun’s sphere in the cos-
mos, wearing a diamond
gauntlet, seated majestically
atop the Surya Prabha
Vahanam driven by seven
horses. Scores of devotees had
darshan and offered 'harathi' to
the Lord.

Among the 'vahanam' pro-
cessions, the 'Suryaprabha
Vahanam' holds a special place
as the Sun God controls the
affairs of the entire universe

and represents the three Vedas
Rig, Yajur and Sama giving
him the name of Trayimaya,
the form of Lord Narayana. He
is also called Surya Narayana.

Later, temple priests per-
formed Snapana
"Thirumanjanam" celestial
baths to the processional
deities.

Later in the evening Lord
Malayappa blessed Devotees
from 'Chandraprabha
Vahanam'. While Surya stands

for energy in its basic form and
enlivens the living things in the
world, Chandra stands for
promoting medicinal values
among living beings including
plants.

The day came to an end with
the procession of Chandra
Prabha Vahanam in the night.

TTD Chairman YV Subba
Reddy,EO AV Dharma Reddy
and other temple officials and
lakhs of devotees participated
in the fete.

Lord Malayappa rides ‘Suryaprabha Vahanam'

PNS n TIRUMALA

Andhra Pradesh Governor
Biswabhusan Harichandan
along with Lady Governor
Suprava Harichandan, visited
Tirumala and offered special
prayers at Lord Sri
Venkateswara temple, on the
auspicious occasion of the
'Brahmotsavams' on Monday.
On his arrival at the temple in
Tirumala, Governor
Harichandan was welcomed
with traditional temple hon-
ours by TTD Chairman YV
Subba Reddy, and EO AV
Dharma Reddy, and they
accompanied the Governor
during his darshan. After,
darshan, the Governor and
the Lady Governor were pre-
sented with 'Sesha Vastrams'
and were bestowed 'Veda
Ashirvachanam' by the tem-
ple priests.

Earlier, Governor
Harichandan was extended a
warm welcome at the
Renigunta International
Airport by Tirupati District
Collector K. Venkataramana
Reddy, Anantapur Range DIG
Ravi Prakash, Tirupati S.P.
Parameswara Reddy,
Padmavathi Mahila
Viswavidyalayam Vice
Chairperson D. Jamuna and
other officers. After his visit to
Tirumala, Governor
Harichandan left for
Vijayawada from Renigunta
International airport later in
the evening.

PNS n TIRUMALA

As part of the tradition dur-
ing 'Srivari Brahmotsavams',
the golden umbrella fete was
held on Monday evening at
Tirumala.

Ahead of the prestigious
'Srivari Rathotsavam' on
Tuesday,  the golden
umbrellas were presented
by the 'Srivari Kalyana
Katta' employees  to install
the new shades on the
'Ratham'. The employees
first performed 'puja' to

the umbrellas and later took
out a procession up to the
Srivari temple where they
presented them to TTD
officials.

The umbrellas were pre-
sented by Sri Ramanathan, a
descendant of Pantulugari
family who started the tradi-
tion of golden umbrellas
since 1952.

TTD EO AV Dharma
Reddy, JEO Sada
Bhargavi,CVSO Narasimha
Kishore and Kalyanakatta
Dy EO Selvam were present.

Guv takes part in ‘Brahmotsavams'

‘Golden umbrella' festival held

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A kabaddi tournament was
organised at Kotturu Tadepalli
of Vijayawada Rural in NTR
district to mark the Dasara
festivities. The three-day tour-
nament concluded on
Monday.

G Konduru team won the
seniors' title by defeating Sitara
Center (Vijayawada) in the
final match. In the juniors seg-
ment, TMC Youth won the
match against Black Guards
and lifted the trophy in the
junior category.

Vijay got the best raider
award while Koti Reddy was
adjudged the best defender of

the tournament.
EVE Engineers Chairman

Eda Vedadri and Kotturu
Tadepalli PACS president
Lakkamraju Punkdareeka
Varada Varma presented tro-
phies.

Speaking on the occasion,
Eda Vedadri appreciated the
organisers of the kabaddi tour-
nament. The youth should
conduct such games to
encourage players. Taking part
in sports and games will help
in job recruitment and admis-
sions to higher educational
courses, he added.

Physical education teacher
Suresh was the tournament
referee. 

Kabaddi tourney:
G Konduru, TMC
Youth winners
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
has lauded the services of
Swarna Bharat Trust stating
that rural youth are being
imparted training to improve
technological proficiency by
the trust.

LS Speaker Om Birla here on
Monday, along with former
vice-president of India M
Venkaiah Naidu, visited the
Swarna Bharat Trust's techni-
cal training centre.

He inaugurated the Vijaya
Sarathi driving school. He was
explained about the services
being extended by the trust. He
interacted with the students
who are undergoing technical
training.   

Later, he also inaugurated
the Ananya para-medical
courses training centre and

Prajna drones pilot training
centre. He participated in the
Dasara festival programmes
and gave away prizes to the best
students.

Speaking on the occasion,
Om Birla underlined the need

for Para-medical staff stating
that the country faced a scarci-
ty of para-medical staff during
the Covid pandemic. The
Swarna Bharat Trust is produc-
ing the paramedical staff by pro-
viding needed training, he said.  

The Lok Sabha Speaker said
that he was happy to inaugurate
the drone pilot training centre
and driving training centre as
they play significant roles in
generating employment. 

“I have been observing

Venkaiah Naidu since the stu-
dent stage and is doing the best
service through the Swarna
Bharati trust. Though he was
busy in politics he established
the Swarna Bharat trust
through which he was render-
ing many services to the
youths, he praised.  

Addressing the students on
the occasion, Venkaiah Naidu
said that everything in life
does not happen as expected.
He said “When we want to go
closer to power, the power
goes away from us and when
we want to go away from
power the power comes to us”,
he said. 

Venkaiah Naidu said that by
working without expecting
anything in life, he was able to
do what he wanted calmly,
and the service he gave to the
people became a power and

gave him the opportunity to
serve more.  

MP Magunta Srinivasulu
Reddy, former Union Minister
Y Sujana Chowdary, Swarna
Bharath Trust chairman
Kamineni Srinivas, Trustee
Deepa Venkat, Muppavarapu
Foundation chairman
Harshavardhan and popular singer
Gangadhar Shastry were present.

Earlier, the Lok Sabha
Speaker was accorded a warm
welcome when he arrived at the
helipad by Collector KVN
Chakradhar Babu, MPs
Vemireddy Prabhakar Reddy,
Adala Prabhakar Reddy, SP
Vijaya Rao, Joint Collector R
Kurmanath and Municipal
Commissioner Harita. Om
Birla and Venkaiah Naidu paid
tributes to Swamy Vivekananda
and Sardar Vallahbhai by gar-
landing their statues.

LS Speaker extols services of Swarna Bharat Trust

PNS n NARASARAOPET

The swift action taken by the
police saved a boy from his
kidnappers within a few hours
of abduction in Palnadu dis-
trict.

District SP Ravishankar
Reddy told the media here on
Monday that some miscreants
abducted an eight-year-old
Rajiv Sai when he was return-
ing from a temple along with
his mother at around 9:45
pm on Sunday in
Chilakaluripet. The abduc-
tors telephoned the father of
the boy, Sharavanan, who was
in Chennai and demanded a
Rs 1 crore ransom to release
his son. The kidnappers
threatened the father of the
boy with dire consequences if
the ransom was not paid.

The SP said that the father
of the Sheravanan was in
Chennai when the kidnap
took place. He reported the
kidnap incident to the police
over the phone at around
11:45 pm to the Chilakaluripet

police. 
Two police teams were

formed led by Chilakaluripet
CI Rajeswara Rao. The police
teams started tracing the
mobile phone signals and
found that the kidnappers
were going towards Kavali on
the national highway. The
police chased the kidnappers'
car. Noticing that the police
were chasing them, the pan-
icked kidnappers left the boy
at Musunuru village near
Kavali and fled away. 

The police found the kid-
napped boy on the service
road, brought him to

Chilakaluripet, and united
him with the parents. The spe-
cial teams have launched a vig-
orous search to arrest the kid-
nappers, the SP said. With the
rescue of the kidnapped boy
within five hours, all heaved a
sigh of relief. The parents of
the boy thanked the SP and
other officials for their swift
action and for rescuing the boy
from the clutches of kidnap-
pers. The mother of the kid-
napped boy Arun said that
they live at Perumbakkam vil-
lage in Tamilnadu and she
came to her native town for
the Dasara festival. 

Kidnap of boy ends
on a happy note

11 kg ganja seized, 2 arrested
PNS n KADAPA

The police seized 11.6 kg of
ganja and arrested two inter-
state smugglers at Kannamali
Palli village of Sidhout mandal
in YSR District.

SP KKN Anburajan told the
media here on Monday that the
YSR District Police arrested two
interstate Kerala-based smug-
glers and seized 11.6 KGs of ganja
from them. They were bringing
the cannabis from Rajahmundry
illegally. He said that upon inves-
tigating them they were identi-
fied as Abdul Nasheem (22) and
Azmal (21) both natives of
Palakkad district, Kerala. 

Further investigation
revealed that they were procur-
ing ganja from a person in

Rajamahendravaram. A deep-
er investigation into this case
has been initiated to find out
about others involved in this
racket and a manhunt was
launched to nab the remaining
accused, the SP added. 

The SP warned of stringent
action against those who
involve in ganja smuggling

and the PD Act would also be
invoked against the offenders.
SP Anburajan appreciated the
efforts of Addl. SP (Admin)
Tushar Dudi,  DSP B Venkata
Siva Reddy, CI KAshok Reddy,
Sub-Inspector P Thulasi Naga
Prasad, and other police per-
sonnel arrested the two inter-
state bootleggers.

‘Enlist divine
support for
three capitals’ 
PNS n ELURU

YSRCP MLA
and former
minister Alla
Kalikrishna
Srinivas has
called upon
the YSRCP
cadre to per-

form 'pooja' in temples seek-
ing divine blessings for the
establishment of three capi-
tal cities.  

The former minister told
the cadres to go to temples,
break coconuts, perform
poojas and seek divine bless-
ings for the establishment of
three capital cities.

He said that Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy pro-
posed to decentralize the
administration by establish-
ing three capital cities. The
blessings of gods are required
for the same and all should
invoke god to bless the Chief
Minister, he told the party
activists.   

Kalikrishna Srinivas said
that Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy wanted equal
development of three regions
to ensure that AP would not
be bifurcated in the future.
The concept of establishing
the three capital cities should
be taken to the people and
muster their support, he said.
He appealed to all the ZPTCs,
MPTCs, Sarpanches, and
leaders to perform poojas to
seek divine blessings for the
three capital cities.

PNS n BAPATLA

The police conducted a
raid and destroyed 1,400
litres of jaggarywash
meant for brewing illicit
liquor.

A police team con-
ducted a raid on an illic-
it liquor brewing unit at
Vedullapalli village on
Monday and destroyed
1400 litres of jaggery
wash. The illicit liquor
brewers stocked the jag-
gery wash in 14 plastic

drums near the Kunder
stream.

SP Vakul Jindal said
that illicit liquor is haz-
ardous to health and
called on all to give up the
habit of consuming
liquor. He also asked the
illicit liquor traders to
give the business and lead
a respectable life by doing
good business. The SP
assured to extend all help
to those who give up the
illicit liquor brewing and
selling business.

PNS n ELURU

The police arrested five loan
app recovery agents for harass-
ing the borrowers.

Informing to the media
here on Monday, SP Rahul
Dev Sharma said that An
RMP doctor A Nagendra
Murthy lodged a complaint
with the police that he had
taken a loan of Rs 46,846
through loan app. He paid the
loan amount to the agency.

The RMP doctor said that
he had paid Rs 3,28,000 in 76
installments through
PhonePay and PayTM but
they were still demanding to
pay more money to clear his
loan. 

The police formed 4 special
teams to investigate the case
and the teams ascertained

that Rs 48 crore transactions
were carried out in 33 fake
loan app accounts. 

The police held five persons
in this connection who told
the police that they were lured

by 0.5 commission and com-
mittee irregularities in carry-
ing out transactions using
other persons' accounts. 

One of the accused K
Venkatesh told the police that

he had entrusted his bank
account to the loan app organ-
isers  in which the organisers
carried out Rs 1.63 crore trans-
actions. The police had taken
up in-depth investigations on

the loan app organisers irreg-
ularities, the SP said.

The SP asked the loan app
victims to file a complaint in
the cyber cell police station.
The SP also underlined the
need of creating awareness
among people on loan apps
and cyber crimes. The SP
asked the loan app victims to
complain to 100, 112, 83329
59175 and WhatsApp 95503
51100. 

The SP appreciated CIS and
Sis for arresting the five loan
app agents. District Additional
SP Admin & Special
Enforcement Bureau
Additional SP K Chakraborty,
SB Inspector V Ravi Kumar,
DCRB Inspector M Subba
Rao, and police personnel
participated in this pro-
gramme.

Five loan recovery agents arrested in Eluru dist

1,400 litres jaggerywash destroyed

Statue of SP
Balu removed
PNS n GUNTUR

The statue of renowned cine
playback singer late SP
Balasubramanyam was
removed by the municipal
corporation authorities here
on Monday.

The statue was installed by
the Kaladarbar organization
at Mother Theresa cross-
roads here on Sunday. The
town planning officials shift-
ed the statue and demol-
ished the pedestal.  

Kaladarbar president
Potturi Ranga Rao vehe-
mently condemned the
municipal corporation
authority’s act. 

He alleged that they had
been urging the corporation
authorities for the last two
years for permission to install
the statue of SP
Balasubramanyam but the
permission was not granted.

He said that there are many
statues in the city that were
installed without permission
but the authorities removed
the SP Balasubramanyam stat-
ue only, which he deplored.
The official' act of removing
the statue of SP Balu drew flak
from all quarters.

PNS n NARASARAOPET

Two teenage boys were
drowned in the Ogeru stream
on the outskirts of
Chilakaluripet town on
Monday and the bodies were
fished out. 

Police said that the two
deceased boys Nutalapati
Kartik (14) and P Mohan Sai
Anish (13) entered the Ogeru
stream for a swim but were
drowned. 

The bodies were fished
out.  Both the deceased

belonged to Chilakaluripet
and were studying at a private
school.  

Police said that a group of
boys went to play cricket.
After playing cricket the two
deceased boys entered the
stream for a swim and
drowned. 

The passers-by retrieved
them from the stream and
shifted them to a private
hospital where they were
declared brought dead.  Later
the bodies were shifted to the
GGH for post-mortem.

Two boys drown in Ogeru stream

PNS n NELLORE

The Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) organised a novel
protest by squatting and rolling
in slush on the road in protest
against the indifference of the
officials to carry out repairs to
the roads at Tummalapenta vil-
lage in Kavali mandal.

TDP activists,s led by Kavali
constituency TDP in-charge
Malepati Subba Naidu, squat-
ted on the slushy road. A TDP
activist rolled on the slush on
the road to highlight the
pathetic state of the road while
others squatted in the slush the
road.  They raised slogans
against the officials' apathy to
reconstruct the badly damaged
road

Talking to the media, Subba
Naidu said that the road lead-
ing to their village is full of pot-
holes in which rainwater stag-
nated making commuting on

the road miserable and also
dangerous. He said that thou-
sands of people commute on
the road daily to reach the
national highway. The fisher-
men commute on the road
round clock and the officials
did not take steps to recon-
struct the road.

He said that during the pre-

vious TDP regime funds were
granted under the NDB to
reconstruct the road. But
YSRCP MLA Pratap Kumar is
creating obstacles to taking up
the road works, he alleged. The
TDP leader dared the YSRCP
leaders to an open debate on
the pathetic state of roads and
the development of the areas.

TDP leaders hold novel protest 
BAD ROAD

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh State's athlet-
ics contingent is continuing its
good show in the National
Games. Out of the total nine
medals, four were won by
women athletes. In the medal
tally, Andhra Pradesh stood in
20th place with one gold, five
silver and three bronze
medals. 

On the fifth day, M Sowmya
of the State won a bronze
medal in women's heptathlon,
taking the athletics medal tally
to four (one gold, two silver,
one bronze). 

Weightlifters are also
excelling as T Satya Jyothi won
a bronze medal in the women's
87 kg segment. She lifted 201
kg and secured the third
medal for the State. In
women's gymnastics, SK Yasin
won a silver medal.

It was a thrilling moment

for the archery team as the
women members registered
a win in the Compound
event and entered the finals.
In the semi-f inals ,  the
Andhra Pradesh team com-
prising K Saranya, M Surya
Hamsini, B Shanmukhi Naga
Sai and R Rupa Chandra
Hasini beat New Delhi, 228-
225. 

With this win, the Andhra
Pradesh women's archery
team has confirmed a medal
for the State. In the finals, they
will take on Maharashtra.

Andhra Pradesh Archery
Association general secretary
Cherukuri Satyanarayana said
that there were chances of get-
ting more medals in archery.
Athletics Federation of India
joint secretary AV
Raghavendra Rao hoped that
the Andhra Pradesh team
would get another three or
four medals.

National Games: Three more medals for AP
Sowmya wins bronze in the heptathlon, weightlifter Satya Jyothi earns bronze, gymnast Yasin bags silver

Man, his grandson
killed in road mishap
PNS n NARASARAOPET

In a tragic road accident, an
elderly man and his grandson
were killed when the motorcy-
cle on which they were going
was knocked down
by an APSRTC bus
at Cheekatipalem
village in
Vinukonda man-
dal on the Guntur-
Kurnool highway
on Monday. 

Police said that
Bobba Venugopal
Reddy (65) was taking his
grandson B Mahendar (13)
from the hostel to their village
to celebrate the festival. 

A speeding APSRTC bus

knocked down the bike killing
Venugopal Reddy instanta-
neously. Mahender died while
being shifted to the GGH in
Guntur for treatment. The
RTC was going to Giddalur

from Vinukonda
when the mishap
took place.
Reckless driving
and over the speed
of the RTC bus dri-
ver caused the acci-
dent, eyewitnesses
told the media. 

A pall of gloom
descended on
Chruvukommuvaripalem vil-
lage with the death of a man
and his grandson a day before
the Dasara festival.

C R I M E  B E A T

PNS n HYDERABAD

A video went viral on the
social media regarding a man
who torched his two-wheeler
after the police stopped him
at the Maitrivanam junction
on Monday. Joint CP (Traffic)

AV Ranganath said that at
about 4:20 pm, a homeguard
from SR Nagar Traffic PS on
duty,  noticed a two-wheeler
commuting in the opposite
direction and causing incon-
venience to the right of way of
traffic. The home guard

stopped the vehicle at Pillar
number 1053 after which the
rider S Ashok (45) went inside
his mobile shop in the Aditya
Enclave building, came out
with a bottle filled with petrol,
poured it on the vehicle and
set it on fire.

Man burns his two-wheeler
over row with cops
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R Provide answer sheet to NEET
candidate, HC tells NTA

T
he Madras High Court has directed the New Delhi based National Testing Agency
(NTA) to provide the original answer sheet to a candidate who was unsuccessful in
the recently held National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test. Justice R Suresh Kumar

gave the direction recently, disposing a writ petition from Nilgiris district based
Chrisma Victoria. The petitioner prayed for a direction to the NTA to consider her
minor daughter's representation made to authorities last month, seeking to show her
the original Optical Mark Recognition (OMR) answer sheet. The counsel for the author-
ities submitted that a copy of the OMR
sheet can be provided to the petitioner
for her perusal. The petitioner, would,
however have to go to the office of the
NTA at Noida. The Agency is ready and
willing to show the original answer
sheet for her perusal. The counsel for
the petitioner told the judge that she is
ready to visit the Agency's office for
this purpose. 

200 railway stations across country to
be revamped with modern facilities 

A
s many as 200 railway stations across the country will get a facelift with modern
amenities, Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said here on Monday. He attended
the foundation stone laying ceremony for a coach maintenance factory at the

Aurangabad railway station in Maharashtra. "Tendering process for 47 railway stations is
completed while physical work has started at 32 stations," he said. He said the railways
is being transformed. "The government has prepared a master plan to revamp 200 rail-
way stations. Overhead spaces will be created on the stations which will have world-
class facilities including waiting lounges and food courts, besides amusement facilities
for children," the minister said. Vaishnaw
also said that railway stations will act as
the "platform" for the sale of regional
products. Speaking on the contribution of
the Marathwada region in Maharashtra in
the making of Vande Bharat trains, the
minister said, "the country will have 400
'Vande Bharat' trains in future and 100 of
these trains will be manufactured in the
coach factory at Latur in Marathwada. 

Over 6,000 trees felled for tiger
safari in Corbett, says FSI

M
ore than 6,000 trees were felled illegally to start a tiger safari in the Kalagarh forest
division of Corbett Tiger Reserve, the Forest Survey of India (FSI) has said in its
report. The Uttarakhand forest department had taken the clearance of the Union

Ministry of Forest, Environment and Climate Change for the tiger safari project saying
only 163 trees will be chopped off in the process. But the FSI in its report said 6,093 trees
were felled over 16.21 hectares of land in place of 163 for the tiger safri project at Pakhro
in the Kalagarh forest division. The report based on a survey conducted by the FSI in June
this year was submitted to Uttarakhand's Head of Forest Force Vinod Kumar Singhal
recently. When contacted Singhal said he
disagrees with the technique of FSI's
survey sample. He said he has sent the
report with his comments to the
Uttarakhand government and FSI. Illegal
felling of trees and constructions carried
out in the buffer zone of Corbett has been
probed by around half a dozen committees
which have found the involvement of forest
officials in the irregularities.

‘Rs 40,000-cr Durga Puja in WB creates 3 lakh jobs’
PNS n KOLKATA

Not just fun and frolic, Durga
Puja in West Bengal is a grand
economic affair involving
transactions of at least Rs
40,000 crore, creating employ-
ment opportunities for around
three lakh people, stakeholders
said on Monday.

With more than 40,000 com-
munity pujas across the state,
including 3,000 in Kolkata,
the festival creates a scurry of
economic activities for three-
four months every year, they
said.

"The grandeur around the
festival involves transactions of
not less than Rs 40,000 crore
and provides employment to at
least two-three lakh people

across the state as the activities
for the festivities begin three-
four months ahead," said
Partho Ghosh, the chairman of
Forum For Durgatsab (FFD),
an umbrella organisation of 400
community pujas.

The puja committees act as
facilitators of micro-economy,
said Ghosh, who has been
associated with community
puja for 52 years and is an
organiser of Shib Mandir
Sarbajanin Durga Puja in south
Kolkata.

The five-day festival involves
people from different sectors -
- those building the pandals,
making the idols, electricians,
security guards, priests, dhakis,
labourers associated with idol
transportation, and those

linked with the arrangement of
'bhog' and catering, he told PTI.

"We undertake this monu-
mental task for the sake of the
general populace and to pre-
serve our culture," Ghosh said.

Not only the core Durga puja
activities, but also fashion, tex-
tiles, footwear, cosmetics and
retail sectors get a boost by the
buying-spree of people, while
literature and publishing, tour,

travel, hotel and restaurant
and film and entertainment
businesses enjoy a sudden
bump in sales during the five-
day festival, FFD president
Kajal Sarkar said.

"Our guesstimation is that
transactions around the festi-
val could be up to Rs 50,000
crore this year," he told PTI.

"After two years of the pan-
demic, revellers, this time, have
been taking to pandal hopping
with renewed fervour, while the
corporates are also liberal this
time for sponsorship, and their
spending is at least Rs 500
crore. The enthusiasm among
people around the festival is the
unique selling proposition,"
said Sarkar, who is involved
with Bosepukur Sitala Mandir

puja committee.
They also see the UNESCO

Intangible Cultural Heritage tag
accorded to Durga Puja as a
"collective achievement" and
hope that the recognition will
help prosper the festival in the
coming years.

Amid the political slugfest
over the Rs 60,000 grant to
each of 40,000 pujas by the
"financially-crunched" West
Bengal government, they
believe that the aid is "helpful
to baroari (community) pujas"
to sustain the state's culture and
traditions.

Economist Debnarayan
Sarkar said Durga Puja is a
consumption-led activity and
has a multiplier effect on the
state's gross domestic product.

‘Quality' to be emphasis of PM's award
for excellence in public administration
PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Minister Jitendra Singh
on Monday launched a dedi-
cated website for the Prime
Minister's awards for excel-
lence in public administra-
tion and said that the empha-
sis will be on qualitative
achievements rather than
achieving the quantitative tar-
gets while deciding the honour.

The registration on PM's
awards web portal --
http://www.pmawards.gov.in -
- has commenced from
Monday for due registration
and the submission of applica-
tions till November 28.

Singh, the Minister of State
for Personnel, said, under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the entire
concept and format of the PM
excellence awards has under-
gone a revolutionary change
after 2014. The objective of the
Scheme is to encourage con-
structive competition, innova-
tion, replication and institu-

tionalisation of best practices,
he said.

The PM's awards, 2022 will
consist of a trophy, scroll and
an incentive of Rs 20 lakh to
the awarded district/organisa-
tion to be utilised for imple-
mentation of project/pro-
gramme or bridging resources
gaps in any area of public
welfare, a statement issued by
the Personnel Ministry said.

The period of consideration
is April 1, 2020 to September
30, 2022, it said. There would
be 16 Prime Minister's awards
for excellence in public admin-
istration. Under this approach,

the emphasis would be on
good governance, qualitative
achievement and last mile con-
nectivity, rather than only on
achievement of quantitative
targets, the statement said.

With this focus, the applica-
tions for awards would be
evaluated on good governance
and qualitative parameters.

Singh recalled that during
his address on civil services
day, 2022, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had empha-
sised to continuously create a
perfect seamless mechanism to
give due benefits to the last
person.

Prez launches Rs 1,330-cr projects;
hails Gujarat's entrepreneurship
PNS n GANDHINAGAR

President Droupadi Murmu on
Monday inaugurated as well as
laid the foundation stones for
projects worth Rs 1,330 crore in
Gujarat as she hailed the entre-
preneurial spirit of its people.

Praising the enterprise and
innovation displayed by the peo-
ple of the state, Murmu, visiting
Gujarat for the first time after
assuming the office of President
in July, said they have made a
special identity for the country
in the world.

"Progressive entrepreneurs of
Gujarat have made a special
identity of Gujarat and India all
over the world. Gujarat is one of
the leading states in the country
in terms of development. The
people of Gujarat have a culture

of enterprise and innovation,"
she said at an event here.

The President expressed hap-
piness the projects being inaugu-
rated or whose foundation stones
were being laid pertained to key
sectors like health, medical edu-
cation, irrigation, road infra-
structure, shipping and water-
ways, all of which would lead to
the state's further development.

"These projects will create new
opportunities for employment
and help farmers. Small and big
entrepreneurs will get more
business opportunities," she said
at the event held in the audito-
rium of GMERS medical college
and general hospital, which was
also attended by Governor
Acharya Devvrat and Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel.

Muzaffarnagar riots: Minister
Balyan appears in court
PNS n MUZAFFARNAGAR

Muzaffarnagar (UP), Oct 3
(PTI) Union Minister Sanjeev
Balyan and other BJP leaders
on Monday appeared in a spe-
cial MP/MLA court here in
connection with a case of vio-
lating prohibitory orders and
inciting communal tension
during the 2013 Muzaffarnagar
riots.

Judge Mayank Jaiswal fixed
October 10 as the next date of
hearing as all accused were not
present in the court.

The judge also issued non-
bailable warrants against four
accused, including Achary
Narsinghanand Saraswati alias
Deepak Tyagi, priest of Dasna
(Gaziabad) temple, for failing
to appear in court.

The court directed the police
to produce him and three
other accused - Ravinder,

Mintu and Shivkumar - on
October 10.

According to prosecution
officer Niraj Singh, 21 accused
including Union minister
Balyan, UP minister Kapil Dev
Agarwal and VHP leader
Sadhvi Prachi, are facing trial
for allegedly violating pro-
hibitory orders and inciting
communal violence in Nagla
Mador where they violated
prohibitory orders and incited
violence through their speech-
es on August 30, 2013. Over 60
people were killed and over
40,000 displaced in the riots.

Tharoor comes up with
‘Reinvent Cong' slogan 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Monday asserted
that a reimagined party is
needed to take on the BJP, seek-
ing support from party electors
for his candidacy to the post of
party chief.

Tharoor, who represents
Thiruvananthapuram in the
Lok Sabha, ruled out ideolog-
ical difference with party vet-
eran Mallikarjun Kharge, who
is also in the presidential race.

"Let me make clear that I
agree with @kharge ji that all

of us in @incIndia wish to take
on the BJP rather than each
other. There is no ideological
difference between us. The
choice for our voting col-
leagues Oct 17 is only on how
to do it most effectively,"
Tharoor said in a tweet.

Uddhav-led party is real
Shiv Sena, says NCP
PNS n MUMBAI

The Uddhav Thackeray group
is the "real" Shiv Sena though
the decision is pending with
the Election Commission and
two rallies are being organised
on Dussehra day by rival fac-
tions, the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) said on Monday.

The Sharad Pawar-led party
is of the view that the real Shiv
Sena carries the ideas of the
party founder the late Bal
Thackeray, which is Uddhav
Thackeray's Shiv Sena, said
party spokesperson Mahesh
Tapase.

"Two Dussehra rallies will
be held this year. One is of tra-
dition, loyalty, self-respect and
ideas of Balasaheb (Thackeray)
which means the one led by
Uddhav Thackeray. Even
though the decision on which
is the real Shiv Sena is pend-

ing with the Election
Commission, the real Shiv
Sena is the one that has the
ideas of Balasaheb (Thackeray)
which means it is the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena," he
said in a video statement.

In a setback for Thackeray,
the Supreme Court last week
allowed the EC to go ahead
with hearing the Eknath
Shinde group's plea seeking
recognition as the real' Shiv
Sena and allocation of the
party's bow-and-arrow poll
symbol to it.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Ahead of its presidential poll, the
Congress on Monday issued a
set of guidelines for the election,
debarring party office-bearers
from campaigning for candi-
dates. Those who wish to support
any candidate will have to first resign
from their organisational post, stat-
ed the guidelines issued by the
Congress' central election authori-
ty. Mallikarjun Kharge and Shashi
Tharoor are contesting the Congress
president election in their person-
al capacity, the party said, noting that
the "delegates are free to elect any

one of them, as per their choice,
through ballot paper". AICC gen-
eral secretaries/In-charges, secre-
taries, joint secretaries, Pradesh
Congress Committee (PCC) pres-
idents, Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) leaders, heads of frontal
organisations, chiefs of depart-
ments, cells and all official
spokespersons "shall not campaign

for or against contesting candidates",
it said. "If they wish to support any
candidate, they must first resign
from their organisational post, after
that they participate in the campaign
process," it said. The polling for the
election will be held on October
17. The counting of votes will be
on October 19 and the results
will be declared the same day.

Party office-bearers cannot campaign for
candidates: Cong releases guidelines for prez poll

‘Ban on PFI correct if
Naxals are backing it’
PNS n NAGPUR

Naxalites reportedly coming
out in support of the Popular
Front of India means the
Union government was right
in banning the outfit, said
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
on Monday.

He was replying to a query
in Bhandara on an letter
allegedly written by Naxalites
in support of the PFI, which
was banned recently for five
years after more than 100 its
activists were arrested fol-
lowing multi-agency raids
nationwide led by the
National Investigation
Agency.

Those arrested include
more than 20 from
Maharashtra as well.

"It (Maoist support) means
the decision by the Union
government to ban the PFI

was correct. If Naxalites are
supporting the PFI, it also
means PFI members were
supporting Naxalites. The PFI
was working against the sys-
tem (government and admin-
istrative machinery) and the
public. Hence, it was banned,"
he said.

Queried on the possibility
of a terror threat in
Maharashtra during this fes-
tive season against the back-
drop of three alleged terrorists
being held in neighbouring
Telangana, the deputy CM
said the state home depart-
ment was looking at all
aspects.

"Dussehra and Dhamma
Chakra Pravartan Din are
important events in
Maharashtra and we our
keeping in mind the possibil-
ity of PFI supporters creating
trouble indirectly. There is no
cause for worry. We are fully
alert," he said.

IAF scrambles
fighter jets after
bomb scare 
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force on
Monday said it scrambled its
fighter jets after receiving infor-
mation of a bomb scare on a
China-bound Iranian civilian
plane that was flying over the
Indian airspace.

An intimation was received
of the bomb scare on an airline
bearing Iranian registration,
when it was transiting through
Indian airspace, the IAF said,
adding the plane was offered the
option to land at Jaipur or
Chandigarh but the pilots
refused to divert. According to
ATC sources, the Mahan Air
flight W581 was on its way from
Tehran to Guangzhou in China
when an alert was triggered.

Later, Iranian news agency
IRNA, quoting a statement
from Mahan Air, reported that
the flight landed safely.

All in Cong wish
to take on BJP,
says Tharoor
PNS n NEW DELHI

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor
on Monday said all in the party
wish to take on the BJP rather
than each other. he
Thiruvananthapuram MP who is
set for an electoral face-off with
Congress veteran Mallikarjun
Kharge for the party president's
post, said the two have no ideo-
logical difference. "Let me make
clear that I agree with @kharge ji
that all of us in @incIndia wish
to take on the BJP rather than
each other. 

India, Maldives discuss ways to
bolster defence cooperation
PNS n MALE

Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra
on Monday met Maldivian
Defence Minister Mariya Didi
here during which they dis-
cussed ways to further boost
defence cooperation between
India and the strategically
located archipelagic state in the
Indian Ocean.

Kwatra, who concluded a
three-day official visit to the
Maldives on Monday, handed
over 24 utility vehicles of a
diverse range acquired under
India's grant aid to the
Maldives National Defence
Force.

Their "discussions focused
on further boosting Maldives
India defence cooperation, the
Maldives' Defence Ministry
tweeted on the talks between
Didi and Kwatra.

It said the minister thanked
India for the unwavering sup-
port and assistance to enhance

capabilities of the Maldives
National Defence Force and the
defence sector.

Both acknowledged the
vibrancy in India-Maldives
comprehensive defence part-
nership.

At a special ceremony held
at the Ministry of Defence,
Foreign Secretary Kwatra
handed over 24 utility vehicles
of a diverse range acquired
under India's grant aid to the

Maldives National Defence
Force.

The "minister thanked the
Govt & people of India for the
unconditional, generous sup-
port to their neighbour the
Maldives at all times', the min-
istry said in another tweet.

"India remains committed to
building the capacity and readi-
ness of our security forces.
Defence and security cooper-
ation - a key pillar of the

Maldives-India Partnership,
the foreign ministry said in a
separate tweet.

"Delivering on our commit-
ment towards capacity building
of the @MNDF_Official,
Foreign Secretary handed over
24 utility vehicles to augment
the general transportation
requirements of the MNDF, the
High Commission of India in
Maldives tweeted.

On Sunday, Kwatra called on
Maldivian President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih and held sub-
stantive discussions on bilater-
al relations, including on
progress of ongoing develop-
ment projects in the island
nation.

The foreign secretary
assured President Solih of
India's firm commitment to the
growth of India-Maldives part-
nership.

Kwatra on Sunday also paid
a courtesy call on Mohamed
Nasheed, the Speaker of the

People's Majlis - Parliament.
"In his call on Speaker H E

@MohamedNasheed, Foreign
Secretary Vinay Kwatra
acknowledged his long-stand-
ing support to the India-
Maldives relations, the High
Commission of India in
Maldives tweeted.

"Both noted the compre-
hensive nature of our bilateral
development cooperation,
which has brought concrete
benefits to the people, it added.

Kwatra also held talks with
his Maldivian counterpart
Ahmed Latheef on Sunday
during which they reviewed
the entire spectrum of bilater-
al cooperation and witnessed
the exchange of the USD 100
million Line of Credit agree-
ment. "Both sides positively
assessed the robust growth in
our bilateral ties and discussed
ways to further build on the
momentum, the MEA
spokesman said.



T
he congress election is drawing attention for all the wrong reasons. Though
a benign exercise in making the party more democratic and showing that the
Gandhi's are  not inflicting, is not carrying much weight. It all started well as

Shashi Tharoor and Ashok Gehlot were in the fray but after the Gehlot debacle the
high command sort of backed Mallikarjun Kharge as their man Friday. This is as
bad as having Gandhi at the helm of affairs. And this is precisely the reason the
congress election is being watched so eagerly by one and all. Sonia Gandhi ini-
tially said that she did not support any candidate but it all changed after Gehlot
revolt.  Her covert support to Kharge at the last hour made it clear that Gandhis
wanted to have a loyalist as the party chief. This could have been triggered by
the open revolt by Ashok Gehlot who played his cards well.  In any case, Kharge

was cut out for the job and wondered why he was
not thought of in the first place. He comes from
Karnataka and his scheduled caste status is a
bonus in the run-up to the general elections.
Besides, the one consideration that weighs in his
favor is his unflinching loyalty to the first family.
He is perhaps the only dependable guy the con-
gress leadership has. 

At the age of 80, unlike Shashi Tharoor, he is
bereft of ambition and is widely accepted in the
party for his nonpartisan stance. Besides, he is non-
controversial and no motor mouth like Digvijaya
Singh who has a habit of landing in trouble every

time he opens his mouth much to the consternation of the party's high command.
Juxtaposed to the congress the BJP got its party chief nominated JP Nadda once
again without any fuss. Since it was a decision of the top bosses, it was unde-
mocratic to the core; especially for the party which calls itself ‘party with a dif-
ference.’ In this regard, congress gets some brownie points. Congress often draws
flak for being Gandhi-Nehru family’s private firm but the fact remains that there
has been a number of non-Gandhi  presidents in the party and they were no dum-
mies. Even during Jawaharlal Nehru’s years a lot of Congress presidents did not
endorse his views. The congress has at least shown some semblance of democ-
racy in the party by conducting president elections though if Mallikarjun Kharge
is elected with a heavy margin it would look like a match fixed at the behest of the
Gandhi family.

W
henever there are reports highlighting some unlovely aspect of India—low
human development indices, hunger, press restrictions, et al—the Government
and the Bharatiya Janata Party go hammer and tongs after the authors and

publishers concerned. Often their motives and methodologies are questioned; there
are also ad hominem attacks on such reports. The BJP’s IT Cell greatly relishes in
rubbishing such accounts. But what would they do with RSS general secretary Dattatreya
Hosabale? On Sunday, he talked about the issues the Government and the BJP dis-
like to discuss: poverty, joblessness, and the growing inequality in the country. Poverty
in the country is standing like a demon in front of us, he said, adding that it is impor-
tant that we slay this demon. He also talked about 20 crore people who are below
the poverty line and 4 crore who are unemployed. The unemployment rate is 7.6 per
cent, he said. It is obvious that Hosabale’s views cannot be dismissed as the rants

of the Khan Market gang or the fulminations of 
tukde-tukde folks; he is one of their own, and that
too from the RSS, the nucleus of the saffron 
family. If he says something, he has to be heard—
not just what he is saying but also what he is not.
And what is between the lines.

While the Narendra Modi Government has done
well on many fronts—infrastructure development,
managing the fiscal deficit, privatisation being some
of them—its record in other spheres has been less
than satisfactory. On individual freedom and civil lib-
erties, for instance, its performance has been, to put
it mildly, suboptimal; that, however, doesn’t bother
the RSS. But poverty and unemployment are visible

and palpable; only ardent BJP supporters can say that joblessness or poverty is not
a very big issue; apparently, Hosabale is not one of them. Therefore, it is time the
Government addressed these grave issues with the seriousness that they call for. To
begin with, it should discard the denial mode and accept that there are problems. It
should try to get out of the echo chamber that it has built with itself, with its 
propaganda machinery working round the clock and a large section of the media 
becoming its cheerleaders. Once out of the echo chamber, the Government should
take right steps, which are essentially on the supply side, to take the economy out of
the morass it is in. And, by the way, grand announcements and tokenist measures
make sound economic policy. As for Hosabale, his candour and straightforwardness
regarding the problems of the economy are admirable, but we don’t know what kind
of solutions he or his organisation, RSS, has in mind. The RSS-affiliate Swadeshi Jagran
Manch, at whose webinar he made his remarks, offers something as nebulous as
‘Bharatiya Economic Model,’ which is nothing but a hodgepodge of homilies. Economic
policy needs more than homilies; both the Government and the RSS must realise this.

Discordant note

FOR 15 SECONDS OF ATTENTION
Sir —  Basking in the glory of their wins,
some political leaders take in stride the
popularity coming their way, thanks to
their conceit consequent upon their 
stories of success, and so they develop an
addiction for targeting their political
adversaries. That AAP is known for
keeping its election promises 
notwithstanding, its leaders targeting
opponents has become a new normal
these days. Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal has
had such a record when he would take his
Congress opponent Delhi CM Sheila
Dikshit to task. Now he has outlandishly
stirred a controversy claiming an 
IB report has predicted his party's win 
in Gujarat Assembly elections.

He, however, has not condescended to 
disclose the source of the findings, if at all,
of the report which is really unnerving and
being seen as a bid to score brownie points
that should be beneath his dignity. The
Intelligence Bureau is neither a Ministry
nor a department having any political
leaning but an independent intelligence
agency, having no website to post its 
documents on. In these acrimonious
times, it is incumbent upon our leaders
to steer clear of any uncalled for 
controversy.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur

MAJOR BOOST TO IAF’S PROWESS 
Sir —  In a big boost to the IAF’s combat
prowess, light combat helicopter (LCH)
‘Prachand’ has been inducted into service
at the Jodhpur airbase. For a long time,
there was a need for attack helicopters and
during the 1999 Kargil war, its need was
felt seriously. The LCH is a result of 
two-decade research and development.
And its induction into the IAF is an
important milestone in defence 
production. LCH is capable of dodging the
enemy, carrying a variety of ammunition
and delivering it to the site quickly, 
perfect in meeting the needs of our

armed forces in various terrains and it is
an ideal platform for both our Army and
Air Force. 

Add to this, the LCH is a dedicated 
combat helicopter designed and developed
indigenously in India. It is touted to be the
only attack helicopter in the world that 
can land and take off at an altitude of 
5,000 metres (16400 ft) with a 
considerable load of weapons and fuel,
meeting the specific requirements of the
IAF. Also, the helicopter is equipped with
the requisite agility, manoeuvrability,
extended range, high-altitude 
performance and around-the-clock, 
all-weather combat capability.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

TRAGEDY WAITING TO HAPPEN 
Sir — The stampede at the Kanjuruhan
football stadium at Malang, East Java in
Indonesia, which killed at least 125 
people and injured more than 320, was ‘an
accident waiting to happen’. They say that
creaky facilities at the stadium, archaic
policing and fan violence have all 
combined to produce one of the 

worst-ever tragedies inside a stadium in
the history of Indonesian football, and the
third-most deadly such events in a 
soccer game anywhere in the world.
(‘125 die as tear gas sets off rush at soccer
match’, Oct. 3).

Supporting football clubs is a way of
life in Indonesia. But over the years, the 
country has also become one of the most
violent places to watch the game, with
around 80 deaths taking place in football
stadiums. Indonesian football has also
been afflicted with trouble on the 
international stage. Proudly enough,
Indonesia was the first team ever to 
represent the Asian continent in a soccer
world cup in 1938.  But despite having 
an unflinching passion for the sport, 
the country has never returned to 
the global stage due to years of corruption,
violence and mismanagement eating 
into the game.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Kharge, the right choice
The congress election is turning out to be a match 

fixed as the Gandhis' back Mallikarjun Kharge

PICTALK

Devotees takes photograph of idol of goddess Durga during Durga Puja festival in Hyderabad AP

LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

RSS leader Dattatreya Hosabale talks about 
poverty, joblessness, and the growing inequality

C
ongress leader Rahul Gandhi embarked on
the Bharat Jodo Yatra earlier this month.
A strong display of strength was portrayed

by him during one of his speeches. Rahul, who
has been under scrutiny for his oratory skills,
proved the naysayers wrong when he contin-
ued to address the crowd during the pouring
rain, with the crowd loudly cheering him on .

During the speech, Rahul put forward a strong
political display,while braving the rains going viral
on social media.

Notably, the Congress leader said in
incessant rain, “Neither the heat nor the rain
will be able to stop this yatra. This yatra is like
a river that will flow from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir. This journey will not stop due to heat,
storm, rain or cold. In this river, you will not
see any hatred or violence. The river will show-
case love and brotherhood.” Netizens from
across the country couldn’t stop praising Rahul
and his speech in the pouring rain on social
media, calling him a “toofan (storm)” and a
political marvel. People sharing his clips also
called it the “most powerful political photo of
this year”.

Bhagwan Thadani  | Mumbai

A gesture worth lauding

SOUNDBITE

being thrown out 
of the first class train com-
partment despite having a
valid ticket simply because of
his color, and subsequent
human thrashing in a horse-
drawn carriage again because
of the policy of apartheid,
hurt him immensely. Anyone
who reads his description of
these two in the autobiogra-
phy would be rattled beyond
words. When he was being
slapped by a white man in the
horse carriage, there were
some Englishmen who
protested and mentioned that
as he had the ticket, he should
be allowed to retain his seat,
but that was of no avail.

He could discover posi-
tivity even during that
episode! For a person who
trusted in growing up, there
was a realization: not all
white men are inhuman, and
not all of them support color 
prejudice. Expand it: in every
caste, color creed, and 
religion, not all persons are
the same! 

Even before alighting
from the ship for the first
time on the shores of South
Africa, he had witnessed how
Dada Abdullah was being
humiliated when had gone to
receive him. The young
Barrister, not yet familiar
with all that sprung out of
color prejudice, was upset,
'why Dada Abdullah' was

suffering all that! It was only
after the subsequent 
personal agonies he suffered,
a fresh realization dawned
upon him, and that 
expanded his horizons
beyond self or individual 
sufferings. 

What if I get one or two
persons punished for the
pain and insult inflicted upon
me? Generations have 
suffered for no fault of theirs;
they were forced to lead a
sub-human life, for no fault
of theirs! Why should I not
fight against the widespread
inhuman malice? And his
entire struggle - and stay in
South Africa - was a conse-
quence of the thought
process that emanated from
these tragic experiences. An
American Dr. Mote once
asked Gandhi Ji: "What was
the most creative incident in
your life?" To this Gandhi Ji
replied that there were 
several that he could recall as
the most significant creative
incidents in his life. 

However, the most 
creative one was 
the throwing out of the 
railway compartment at
Pietermaritzburg! It was at
Pietermaritzburg Mohandas
Gandhi realized "any indi
vidual who lies or is unjust is
most scared of his lie or
injustice being found out"!
And from the womb of fear,

cruelty is born! The seeds of
the first principle of
Satyagrah were born here:
The malice; he realized; is
deep and such a person is
indeed 'diseased'! 

So, this person must be
treated with care, treated on
a human level, and cured!
Why have any prejudices
towards him? Maybe the
seeds of his great conviction
'hate the sin, and not the 
sinner' were sown during
the churning of ideas at that
stage. Generations ahead
shall continue to study and
analyze Gandhi.

The two instances cited
above are often casually
recalled, but these probably
deserve a far deeper compre-
hension and conviction given
their strength and potential.
One could conclude with the
words of Narayan Desai: "It is
possible that if we want to
bring about social change by
the methods that Gandhi gave
us, it is a mental challenge. Let
us accept it." And this is not
a small challenge; it is the only
alternative in times of the
global realization that for the
survival of humanity and the
planet earth, we have to 'learn
to live together!

(Professor Rajput works
in education, social 

cohesion, and religious
amity. The views expressed

are personal)

Gandhi ji's experiments with truth continued throughout his life as did
his perseverance to purge him of all defilements   

FOR A PERSON
WHO TRUSTED IN

GROWING UP,
THERE WAS A

REALIZATION: NOT
ALL WHITE MEN
ARE INHUMAN,

AND NOT ALL OF
THEM SUPPORT

COLOR
PREJUDICE.

EXPAND IT: IN
EVERY CASTE,

COLOR CREED,
AND RELIGION,

NOT ALL
PERSONS ARE

THE SAME!

JS RAJPUT 

In pursuit of truth
and self discovery 

T
he life of MK Gandhi is
the unique saga of a 
person; pure in heart,
word, and deed, one

who was consistently, con-
sciously growing up. This
author of "My Experiments
with Truth' grew from 'truth to
truth' and, as was inevitable in
such a case, had no hesitation
in changing his views and com-
prehension based upon new
experiences and insights.

In the current national
political scenario, with elected
representatives and 'leaders'
changing sides and dumping
their so-called ideological com-
mitments without any hitch or
hesitation, it may be relevant to
point out how 'growing up has
been stunted in the absence of
a principled, value-based
approach to public service.
When one is committed to
truth, the contrast becomes
evident, so succinctly articulat-
ed by Gandhi Ji in the 'Harijan'
of April 29, 1933: "I am not at
all concerned to be consistent in
my search after truth. I have dis-
carded many ideas and learned
many new things. Old as I am in
age, I have no feeling that I may
cease to grow inwardly or that
my growth will stop at the dis-
solution of the flesh. What I am
concerned with is my readiness
to obey the call of truth, my God,
from moment to moment". This 
statement indicates the purity 
in thought and words, as also 
the transparency in approach
and action. Only such a 
person could proclaim 
unequivocally that 'my life is 
my message!

It may be worthwhile to
recall two of the initial impacts
young Barrister MK Gandhi
encountered on his arrival in
South Africa, one highly painful
and humiliating, and the other
so inspiring that it overhauled
his approach to life. Both of
these are well known, the first
being so traumatic and 
devastating that it could 
unsettle any mature person.

The other is uniquely 
transformative, inspiring enough
to change the very course of
Gandhi's life and living. His

It was a new case in
Rajasthan where the
MLAs got agitated
just at the name of
the new Chief
Minister.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
—Ashok Gehlot

It might be conve-
nient for those in
power to appropri-
ate Gandhiji’s lega-
cy..but difficult to
walk in his foot-
steps.

Congress leader
—Rahul Gandhi

We always try to
help him (Haaland)
in our environment.
The numbers speak
for him.

Manchester City manager
— Pep Guardiola

There were quite a
lot of heroes who’d
get frightened of
me. I don’t know
why!

Actor
—Asha Parekh

Moving forward, we
have a clear plan both
to deal with the ener-
gy crisis and to deal
with inflation.

UK Prime Minister
—Liz Truss



LEADERS LIKE HIM CAN’T BRING CHANGE AND 

WILL CONTINUE THE EXISTING SYSTEM. 

I’LL BRING CHANGE.

—CONGRESS PRESIDENT POST CANDIDATE

SHASHI THAROOR

WE ARE ALL UNITED. I WILL ALWAYS WORK 

TO TAKE FORWARD THE PARTY’S PRINCIPLES 

AND IDEOLOGY.

—CONGRESS PRESIDENT POST CANDIDATE

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE

W
hile addressing a meeting of Vice Chancellors of state-run 
universities, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin spoke of a Bill
passed by the state Assembly which empowers the 

government to appoint them. Stalin said that the Bill empowers the state
government to appoint the Vice-Chancellors. He said that it is the right
of the state government to appoint Vice-Chancellors. “This is an issue
related to the state government’s right; it is the right of the government
elected by the people; it is related to education rights of state 
universities,” he said.

The said Bill is still pending with the Governor and it is possible that
he may give his assent or he can withhold the bill with him for any 
uncertain period of time. Can any person holding any office be 
expected to give his assent to a bill which curtails his power?

Article 200 of the Constitution provides that “the Governor shall declare
either that he assents to the Bill or that he withholds assent therefrom”.

In 1976, by the 42nd Amendment of the Constitution, education was
placed in the concurrent list. It is also well settled that if there is a 
conflict between the Parliament and the State Legislature on any law in
the Concurrent List, the Union Law will prevail.

The University Grants Commission (UGC) was formulated in
November 1956 as a statutory body of the Indian Government via an
Act of Parliament which is for the coordination, determination, and 
maintenance of standards of university education in India and these
Act/Regulations shall apply to all recognized Universities as defined under
Section - 2(f) of the UGC Act and all such recognised universities as
per UGC Norms.

On 5th September 2019, the UGC issued a handbook for vice 
chancellors. It contains the recommendations of various committees

namely ‘The Radhakrishnan Commission (1948)’, ‘The Kothari
Commission (1964)’ and the ‘Gnanam Committee (1990)’.

As per the Radhakrishnan Commission, the appointment of VC is
done by the Governor. Though subsequent committees have prescribed
various methods to be adopted while searching for a fit person for the
VC's post, there is no change in this.

Since education is in concurrent list and as UGC has been 
established under a Central Act and as per UGC guidelines only the
Governor can appoint VCs, the validity of the present bill passed by Tamil
Nadu Assembly is doubtful.

During March 2022, (Writ Petition (Civil) No.1525 OF 2019
Gambhirdan K Gadhv (S) versus The State of Gujarat & Others), the
Supreme Court held that appointment of a Vice Chancellor of a University,
even under a State legislation, cannot be contrary to the provisions of
the UGC Regulations. The apex court noted that in cases where the State
legislature is repugnant to the Central legislation, Central legislation is
to prevail as per Article 254 as education is in the Concurrent List.

The court said, “It cannot be disputed that the UGC Regulations are
enacted by the UGC in exercise of powers under section 26(1)(e) and
26(1)(g) of the UGC Act 1956. Even as per the UGC Act every rule and
regulation made under the said Act, shall be laid before each House of
the Parliament. Therefore, being a subordinate legislation, UGC
Regulations become part of the Act. In case of any conflict between State
legislation and Central legislation, Central legislation shall prevail by 
applying the rule/principle of repugnancy as enunciated in Article 254
of the Constitution as the subject ‘education’ is in the Concurrent List
of the Constitution”.

(The author is a retired banker) 
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BID TO POLITICISE VC
APPOINTMENTS IS BAD

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Tamil Nadu CM is willfully 
politicising appointments

L
ungs as we know are the
primary organs for respi-
ration. They work tire-

lessly to supply oxygen to the
body and expel carbon dioxide.
Breathing also assists in the
ability to speak and sing. Life
begins with the first breath and
ends with the last breath. It is
important for the functioning
of the body and all its organs
up to the minutest cellular
level. We breathe 10,000 liters
of air daily to have 350 liters of
oxygen. We can live without
food for three weeks, without
water for three days, but we
can’t live without oxygen for
more than three minutes. The
Covid-19 pandemic revealed
the importance of oxygen,
lungs and lung specialists.  The
respiratory system is continu-
ously affected by exposure to
various types of harmful agents

or pollutants present in the
environment. It is estimated
that at least two billion people
worldwide are exposed to toxic
fumes produced by the com-
bustion of biomass fuels. More
than seven billion people
breathe polluted air.

The respiratory system and
lungs are the most affected
human organs because of air
pollution. Some common
effects are cough, wheezing,
shortness of breath, asthma,
pneumonia and reduced lung
capacity in children, airway
obstruction, chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease
(COPD), lung cancer, and
many more.

Air pollution is now con-
sidered the world's biggest
environmental health threat,
causing seven million deaths
worldwide each year. Every

year 17 lakh people die in
India due to the air pollution.
Air pollution exacerbates 
asthma, lung cancer, other lung
diseases, while also aggravating
many ailments such as 
heart diseases.

Almost all Indians breathe
air that is in excess of World
Health Organization guide-
lines. Its 2021 Report highlights
that 11 of the 15 most pollut-
ed cities in Central and South
Asia were from India. Around
16.7 lakh deaths in India were
attributable to air pollution
accounting for 17·8 per cent of
the total deaths in the country
in 2019. This means, three
deaths per minute were attrib-
utable to air pollution in India.

Among risk factors for early
death globally after high blood
pressure, tobacco, and poor
diet in 2019, air pollution takes

the fourth spot. Globally,
around 40 per cent of deaths
from chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD), 30 per
cent of deaths from lower res-
piratory infections, and 19 per
cent of deaths from lung cancer
were attributable to air pollu-
tion. In India, lung diseases due
to air pollution lead to around
45 per cent of deaths and 40 per
cent of loss due to ill-health, dis-
ability, or early death.
Immediate and proper action is
needed to combat air pollution
and bring about change.

The impact of respiratory
diseases includes both 
chronic conditions like COPD
and acute illnesses like pneu-
monia or lower respiratory
tract infections. More than 2.5
million people died from 
pneumonia in 2019, making it
one of the most prevalent acute 

illnesses and causes of death in
the world. It is also the 
greatest cause of death for 
people over 65 and for children
under the age of five, who are
not newborns.

Additionally, SARS-CoV-2
mortality increased dramatical-
ly as a result of Covid-19 in
adults who had underlying
comorbidities, notably in those
who developed respiratory dis-
ease or pneumonia, killing
more than 6.3 million individ-
uals, mostly from respiratory
causes. In 2020, 1.5 million
people died from TB, making
it the most prevalent lethal
infectious disease after the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Worldwide, more than 10 mil-
lion individuals contracted TB,
while 2.6 million people were
affected in India. The onset of
chronic respiratory disease may

also be linked to such acute 
respiratory infections and other
genetic-environmental inter-
actions, with childhood illness
establishing a developmental
trajectory for poor health.
Globally, an estimated 544.9
million people suffered from a
chronic respiratory condition
in 2017. In the world, COPD
affects almost 200 million 
people, or four per cent of the
population, and kills 3.2 
million people annually, 
making it the third greatest
cause of mortality. Asthma
affects 350 million people
worldwide (35 million in India)
and is the most frequent chron-
ic disease in children.

Children are particularly
vulnerable because they are still
growing and their lungs, brains,
and immune systems are devel-
oping. Exposure to air pollu-

tion at a young age can hinder
lung growth, inhibit brain
development and increase the
risk of conditions such as asth-
ma. Asthmatic children's lungs
and airways become easily
inflamed, resulting in bother-
some daily symptoms that
interfere with play, sports,
school, and sleep.

LiFE (Life For
Environment) movement was
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on June 5,
2022. He said that LiFE’s vision
is to live a lifestyle that is in
tune with our planet and does
not harm it. Those who lead
such a life are known as "Pro-
Planet People." Mission LiFE
borrows from the past, operates
in the present, and looks for-
ward. Our lives are woven with
the concepts of reduce, reuse,
and recycle.

Reports suggest alarming rise in air pollution in India and the consequent damage because of ailments related to bad air

Lungs bear the brunt of growing air pollution

(The author is Professor &
Head, Respiratory Medicine,

King George’s Medical
University, Lucknow)
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Skilling is amplifying
capable workforce VIRJESH UPADHYAY

MORE THAN
1.3 CRORE

CANDIDATES
HAVE BEEN

TRAINED
UNDER PMKVY,
AND NUMBERS

WILL SURELY
INCREASE IN
THE FUTURE

AS THE
CENTRE IS
GOING TO

OPEN MORE
THAN 5,000
NEW ‘SKILL

HUBS’ TO
PROMOTE

SKILL
DEVELOPMENT

IN INDIA

E
ven though the first Industrial
Training Institute (ITI) was estab-
lished in 1950 and around 10,000
ITIs were opened in the country

in the following seven decades, it took 72
years for the first-ever convocation of ITI
students. This fact is another example
which proves that in India, skilling has
been a neglected area for policymakers.

It was only in the eleventh five-year
plan that skill development got a chapter
for it. However, since then there had been
a steady increase in its importance and a
dramatic change happened when
Narendra Modi took charge of the coun-
try. Enhancing the employability of Indian
workers through world-class skill train-
ing has been a major thrust area in the past
eight years.

If we closely examine the Prime
Minister’s approach to skilling, three
major dimensions appear. One, bring skill
development to the centre of policy 
making. In 2014, a separate ministry to
look at skills came into existence and one
of the early flagship programmes of the 
government was ‘Skill India’. The efforts
paid off and nearly 5,000 new ITIs 
have been opened in the country and 
over four lakh seats have been added in
the last eight years.

Annually, more than one crore youth
has been joining and benefitting from the
‘Skill India’ programme, a Mission under
the Ministry to equip youth with skills for
better livelihood. More than 1.3 crore can-
didates have been trained under PMKVY,
and numbers will surely increase in the
future as the Centre is going to open more
than 5,000 new ‘Skill Hubs’ to promote
skill development in India.

Increasing the aspirational value of
skill development and its integration
with formal education has been the sec-
ond dimension of the Prime Minister’s
approach. It has been mentioned on
many occasions that knowledge must not
be limited to academic qualifications
only, skill to do something is equally
important and this skill must be treated
as equivalent to the other qualifications.
This idea is best spelt out in the National
Education Policy, which encourages expe-
rience-based learning.

The Prime Minister considers skill
development as the way to develop a
future-ready workforce and this brings us
to the third dimension of his approach, i.e.,
research to understand the changing
world of work and be proactive and agile
in formulating the policies and designing
the action. If we look at the recent
speeches of the Prime Minister, especial-
ly his address to the national labour con-
ference where he not only mentioned
Industry 4.0 and robotics but also under-
lined the change in the employment
relations like work from anywhere and
flexible working hours. He called these
changes opportunities for women’s labour
force participation and asked the labour

Skilling institutions have seized opportunities to make a
difference as new opportunity knocks at India 

(The author is
Chairman, Dattopant

Thengadi National
Board of Workers

Education and
Development)

ministry which is preparing its
vision for 2047 in ‘Amrit Kaal’ to
think in the direction of what can
be done for women in the newly
emerging sectors in the country.

When we look from this per-
spective, the Prime Minister’s
address at ‘Kaushal Dikshant
Samaroh’ of ITI looks like a follow-
up. Unlike the National Labour
Conference, this time the PM
was talking to a heterogeneous
group that consisted of students as
well as policymakers. So, this time
he had tasks for both of them.
Highlighting that job opportuni-
ties in the country are also rising
with the advancement of 
technology, he asked students to
upgrade their skills in line with the
future with the mantra of ‘Skilling,
Reskilling and Upskilling’, while
keeping an eye on the latest 
developments in their fields.

At the same time, he also
emphasized that as India is taking
a lead in the fields of renewable
energy, solar power, and electric
vehicles, the introduction of cours-
es related to these areas in sever-
al ITIs will further facilitate job
seekers. If we look at India’s jour-
ney since independence, it is a sad
state of affairs that despite estab-
lishing a few institutions that find
themselves among the world lead-
ers in research, a culture of
research and development with the
aim to lead the world failed to
develop. It happened in the field
of science, social science, business
and also in policymaking. The
Prime Minister tried to address the
issue from the very beginning, and
the formation of NITI Aayog was
meant for this purpose only.

Besides, there is also PM-

EAC that advises the Prime
Minister on economic issues. But,
similar arrangements at the level
of different ministries and institu-
tions, that not only understand the
Prime Minister’s vision but decode
it in the light of the mandate of that
ministry or institution needs fur-
ther strengthening.

If we limit ourselves to the
labour ministry, which is respon-
sible for looking after the largest
chunk of our population and
directly addressing the issues com-
ing up because of the changing
world of work, it has two institu-
tions that have the mandate for
labour market research -- VV
Giri National Labour Institute
and Dattopant Thengadi National
Board of Workers Education and
Development (DTNBWED).
These institutions served the coun-
try well during the second and
third industrial revolutions.

We were laggards during the
first three industrial revolutions
but one of the leaders in industry
4.0. We are ahead of many 
developed countries in digital
infrastructure and this lead is
going to be there at least for the
near future. We need a similar lead
in terms of labour market 
regulations and the employability
of our workforce. The labour
codes especially the one that deals
with social security are very much
open-ended and have a futuristic
approach like the importance of
the gig and platform economy.
DTNBWED has taken a few steps
in this direction, as it signed one
MoU with Motilal Nehru National
Institute of Technology (MNNIT)
for resource sharing and another
with Indira Gandhi National Open

University (IGNOU) that paves
the way for diploma and 
certification of the workers. The
courses aim to promote digital 
literacy, promote new age trade
unionism, produce certified
experts on labour laws and build
capacity.

But a lot needs to be done on
the employability front to realize
the potential of the emerging 
sector. As the International Labour
Organization (ILO) stated that a
large part of the success in the era
of industry 4.0 depends upon the
workers being pre-informed about
the new emerging sectors and
skilled for new job roles. It enables
them to make better educational
and training choices, and the
country also gets benefited because
of better use of skills and human
capital development. The proactive
identification of the future skill
requirement, and their impartation
requires a high level of 
synchronization between different
institutions, agility and focus on
fundamental research.

We are also looking to certify
the skills of the unorganized work-
ers registered on e-Shram with the
help of the institutions and
schemes meant for this purpose.
The era of Industry 4.0 is going to
be very different. To successfully
meet the new challenges and
maintain the position of leader-
ship, not only the Ministry of
Labour and Employment, but its
institutions also need to immedi-
ately re-calibrate themselves for the
future, because as the Prime
Minister himself said the ‘Fourth
Industrial Revolution’ requires
quick decisions and fast 
implementation.
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easoned finance professional and an old public sector hand Sandeep Kumar Gupta on
Monday took over as the chairman and managing director of GAIL (India) Ltd, the
nation's largest gas utility. Gupta, who previously was Director (Finance) at Indian Oil

Corporation (IOC), replaces Manoj Jain, who superannuated on August 31. Soon after joining,
"he addressed the employees of GAIL and recognized the balanced business portfolio of the
company built over time and (its) overall
contribution to the development of the natural
gas sector in the country," a company statement
said Gupta said the company is aligned with the
government's vision of having a gas-based
economy wherein the share of natural gas in the
energy mix is to more than double to 15 per cent
by 2030. He exuded confidence in the outlook of
the company which is professing relentlessly its
growth path in the natural gas value chain, the
statement said. The government headhunter,
Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB) had in
June selected Gupta, 56, for the post of
chairman and managing director of GAIL. 

N
ew supply of office space rose 49 per cent during January-September period
across six cities to 32.8 million square feet on completion of many commercial
projects to meet rising demand, according to Colliers India. Real estate consultant

Colliers India said that the same stood at 22 million square feet in the year-ago period
across six cities -- Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi-NCR, Hyderabad, Pune and Mumbai. Fresh
supply declined in Bengaluru and
Mumbai, but rose in other four cities. As
per the data, the new office supply
declined 1 per cent to 8.1 million square
feet in January-September 2022 from
8.2 million square feet in the
corresponding period of the previous
year. Mumbai saw a 16 per cent decline
in new supply to 1.8 million square feet
from 2.1 million square feet. Among
cities that saw uptick in supply, the
fresh supply of new office in Chennai
jumped to 4.2 million square feet from
0.9 million square feet.

A
ssets worth Rs 7.33 crore of a former income tax department officer, who was
compulsorily retired by the Union government few years back on charges of
corruption, have been attached under the anti-money laundering law, the ED

said Monday.Five immovable properties of Andasu Ravinder have been
provisionally frozen as per an order issued under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) on September
30.Ravinder, an Indian Revenue Service
(IRS) officer of the 1991 batch, last
served as an additional director of the
income tax (I-T) department in Chennai.
He was arrested by the CBI in August,
2011, when an alleged bribe amount of
Rs 50 lakh was being delivered at his
residence.Ravinder was compulsorily
retired from service, along with a
number of other I-T department officers,
on charges of corruption by the Union
finance ministry in 2019 under 56J of
Central Civil Services Conduct rules.

Sandeep Kumar Gupta takes
over as GAIL Chairman

Office space supply up 49% to
32.8 mn sq ft in top 6 cities

ED attaches assets of former I-T dept
officer in money laundering case

PNS n NEW DELHI

The government will approach
the capital market this month
to raise around Rs 2,500 crore
to fund three road projects, a
senior official said on Monday.

The money will be raised
through Infrastructure
Investment Trusts (InvITs), the
government official added.

"We will be approaching the
capital market this month to
raise around Rs 2,500 crore for
the three road projects," he told
PTI on the condition of
anonymity.

Infrastructure Investment
Trusts (InvITs) are instruments
on the pattern of mutual funds,

designed to pool money from
investors and invest in assets
that will provide cash flows
over a period of time.

Last year, the National
Highway Authority of India's
first infrastructure investment
trust raised more than Rs 5,000
crore.

"NHAI InvIT attracted two
international pension funds,
Canadian Pension Plan
Investment Board and Ontario
Teachers' Pension Plan Board,
which along with diversified
DIIs invested units worth more
than Rs 5,000 crore in InvIT
portfolio, which has currently
5 National Highway," Road
Transport and Highways

Minister Nitin Gadkari had
earlier said.

He further said that subse-
quently, more national high-
ways will be added to the
InvIT portfolio as the long-
term revenue-generating assets,
such as toll roads, provide sta-
ble and long-term yields under
the InvIT structure.InvIT as an
instrument provides greater
flexibility to investors and is
expected to attract patient cap-
ital (for say 20-30 years) to the
Indian highway market as these
investors are averse to con-
struction risk and are interest-
ed in investment in assets that
provide long-term stable
returns.

PNS n MUMBAI

With states after states compet-
ing to offer freebies, a report has
suggested that the Supreme
Court-led panel could cap such
welfare schemes at 1 per cent of
the state's GDP or 1 per cent of
its own tax collection.

Citing the examples of just
three states, a report penned by
Soumya Kanti Ghosh, the group
chief economic adviser to State
Bank of India, said annual pen-
sion liabilities of the poor states
of Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and
Rajasthan are estimated at Rs 3
lakh crore.When looked in rela-
tion to these states own tax rev-
enue, pension liabilities are quite
high for Jharkhand, Rajasthan

and Chhattisgarh at 217, 190 and
207 per cent respectively.While
for states contemplating the
change, it would be as high as
450 per cent of own tax revenue
in case of Himachal Pradesh,
138 per cent of own tax revenue
in case of Gujarat and 242 per
cent of own tax revenue for
Punjab, which is also planning
to revert to the old pension sys-
tem wherein the beneficiaries
pay nothing.Ghosh also points
out that according to the latest
available information, the off-
budget borrowings of states,
which are loans raised by state-
owned entities and guaranteed
by the states, have reached
around 4.5 percent of GDP in
2022 and the extent of such

guarantees have achieved signif-
icant proportion of GDP for var-
ious states.The report suggests
that the apex court panel fix a
band, say 1 per cent of GSDP or
1 per cent of state own tax col-
lections or 1 per cent of state rev-
enue expenditure for these wel-
fare schemes, he says.

Such guarantee amount is sig-
nificant at 11.7 per cent of GDP
for Telangana, 10.8 per cent for
Sikkim, 9.8 per cent for Andhra,
7.1 per cent for Rajasthan, and
6.3 per cent for UP. While the
power sector accounts for
almost 40 per cent of these guar-
antees, other beneficiaries
include sectors like irrigation,
infrastructure development,
food and water supply.

PNS n MUMBAI

A private equity fund promot-
ed by domestic brokerage
Motilal Oswal on Monday
announced that it has garnered
commitments of Rs 4,500
crore for a new platform.The
fund was raised primarily
from high net-worth individ-
uals and family offices by
Motilal Oswal Alternatives
(MOA) for the India Business
Excellence Fund (IBEF) IV, as
per an official statement.

With the latest close, the
overall assets under manage-
ment for MOA touches Rs
14,000 crore, and three-fourths
of the money or commit-
ments have been sourced from
domestic investors from 55
cities. The newest fund is sec-
tor agnostic one which will
look for opportunities in the
consumer, financial services,
life sciences and niche manu-
facturing, it said.

PNS n MUMBAI

The rupee fell by 49 paise to
close at 81.89 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Monday as heavy selling pres-
sure in the domestic equities
and a spike in crude oil prices
weighed on the local unit.

Besides, a stronger green-
back against key rivals and
persistent foreign fund out-
flows put pressure on the
domestic currency, forex
dealers said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened weak at
81.65, fell further to 81.98
against the American
currencyIt finally ended at
81.89, down 49 paise over its
previous close.

PNS n NEW DELHI

State-owned telecom firm BSNL
will start rolling out 4G network
from November onwards and
gradually upgrade it to 5G by
August next year, a top compa-
ny official said on Monday.

The company has plans to
roll out almost 1.25 lakh 4G
mobile sites in 18 months,
BSNL chairman and managing
director PK Purwar told PTI at
India Mobile Congress.

"The first roll out (of planned
4G network) should take place
in November," Purwar said.

The company is in discussion
with IT major TCS and state-
run telecom research and devel-
opment organisation C-DOT-
led consortium to deploy
indigenously developed 4G
technology in the network.

Purwar said the 4G network
gears that the company is pur-
chasing will be upgradable to

5G through software updates.
When asked about the time-

line of BSNL's plans to roll out
5G services, Purwar said the
company is on its path to deploy
5G as per the deadline of August
15, 2023, set by Telecom
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.

"The minister has given us a
clear path that the 15th of
August 2023 should be the date
when BSNL should be in the 5G
domain. We are working in that
direction which we have
received. We should be able to

meet it (the target timeline),"
Purwar said.

Talking about revenue
dynamics, all telecom operators
should look at digital inclusive-
ness and connect the uncon-
nected with digital technolo-
gies."There should be an invest-
ment in the network for every-
one to get good service and roll
out should be faster. Unless
operators have enough
resources they will not be able
to make the investment in the
network. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

India has initiated an anti-
dumping probe into import of
industrial laser machines used
for cutting, marking and
wielding, from China follow-
ing a complaint by a domestic
player.

The duty is aimed at pro-
tecting the domestic industry
from cheap imports.

The commerce ministry's
investigation arm Directorate
General of Trade Remedies
(DGTR) is probing the alleged
dumping of the machine orig-
inating in or exported from
China.

Sahajanand Laser
Technology has filed an appli-
cation to initiate the anti-
dumping investigation.

The applicant has alleged
that dumping of the machines
is impacting domestic indus-
tries."On the basis of the duly
substantiated application by
and on behalf of the domestic
industry, and having satisfied
itself, on the basis of the prima

facie evidence submitted by
the domestic industry, sub-
stantiating dumping of the
product...the authority hereby
initiates an investigation," the
DGTR has said in a notifica-
tion.

If it is established that the
dumping has caused material
injury to domestic players,
the DGTR would recommend
the imposition of anti-dump-
ing duty on these imports. The
finance ministry takes the
final decision to impose duties.

Anti-dumping probes are
conducted by countries to
determine whether domestic
industries have been hurt
because of a surge in cheap
imports.

PNS n MUMBAI

Key stock indices Sensex and
Nifty declined over 1 per cent
at close on Monday due to
heavy selling in banking, auto
and FMCG shares amid weak
global market trends and con-
tinued foreign fund outflows.

Reversing its previous ses-
sion's gains, benchmark BSE
Sensex tumbled 638.11 points
or 1.11 per cent to settle at
56,788.81. During the day, it
tanked 743.52 points or 1.29
per cent to 56,683.40.

The broader NSE Nifty fell
by 207 points or 1.21 per cent
to end at 16,887.35 as 42 of its
constituents declined.

Among Sensex stocks,
Maruti fell the most by 3.16 per

cent, Hindustan Unilever by
2.77 per cent, IndusInd Bank
by 2.55 per cent, ITC by 2.32
per cent, Bajaj Finance by 2.26
per cent, State Bank of India by
2.15 per cent and Kotak
Mahindra Bank by 2.03 per
cent.

Dr Reddy's, NTPC, Bharti
Airtel and Wipro were the win-
ners.Sensex had surged by
016.96 points or 1.80 per cent
to settle at 57,426.92 on Friday.
The Nifty climbed 276.25
points or 1.64 per cent to end
at 17,094.35.

"Markets started the week
on a feeble note and lost over
a per cent, tracking weak glob-
al cues," Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd, said.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge declined
1.24 per cent and smallcap
index fell by 0.54 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral
indices, power fell by 3.24 per
cent, utilities by 3.14 per cent,
auto (2.11 per cent), FMCG
(2.05 per cent), commodities
(2.01 per cent), consumer dis-
cretionary (1.26 per cent) and
realty (1.24 per cent).

Healthcare and telecommu-
nication ended in the green.

Global markets are expect-
ed to stay under pressure due
to the confluence of an
unfavourable economic out-
look and investor risk aversion,
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services,
said.

PNS n MUMBAI

India Inc's credit quality
showed further improvement in
April-September period with
the ratio of upgrades to down-
grades inching higher.

The credit ratio's improve-
ment to 5.52 in H1FY23 as
compared to 5.04 in H2FY22
was driven by leaner balance
sheets led by healthy cash flows
and muted investments, Crisil
Ratings, which rates 6,800 com-
panies, said.

However, the agency clarified
that the data may not be fully
representative as many small

businesses with outstanding
ratings have turned non-coop-
erative in sharing data on a con-
tinued basis which can be dri-
ven by adverse financial health.

India Inc has emerged
stronger post-pandemic, its
managing director Gurpreet
Chhatwal said, exuding confi-
dence that the corporate India
can weather the current storm
caused by global events like
higher inflation and monetary
tightening which will hurt
India's exports.

Crisil's senior director
Somasekhar Vemuri said there
can, however, be a moderation

in the credit ratio going ahead
due to some of the challenges
faced by companies.

During the first half of the

fiscal year, the credit ratio
moved ahead majorly driven by
the infrastructure sector, which
contributed a third of the

upgrades, the agency said,
attributing the same to higher
project work being undertaken
and improvement in project
clearances and payments.

The six months saw 569
upgrades and 103 downgrades,
while ratings on 80 per cent of
the companies being reaf-
firmed, it said.

The ongoing interest rate
tightening may result in some
of the companies going slow on
investments, and the higher
interest costs will have an
adverse impact on the renew-
ables sector the most with the
project viability itself coming

under pressure, its chief ratings
officer Subodh Rai told
reporters.He said there have
been investment announce-
ments by steel and cement
players, along with those getting
benefits under the production
linked incentive initiative of the
government, but a broader
capex cycle like the one seen in
2012-13 is some time away.For
the financial sector, it gave a
'stable' outlook and added that
while the gross non-performing
assets ratio may moderate on an
overall basis, exposures to small
businesses face a risk of high-
er NPAs.

SBI warns of freebies ,urges
SC to cap such spends 

India Inc's credit quality continues to improve in H1

BSNL to start rolling out 4G
network from November

Sensex, Nifty fall over 1 pc on
selling in banking, auto shares

Rupee plunges 49
paise to 81.89
against US dollar as
crude oil spikes

Anti-dumping probe into import of
Chinese laser machines launched

Govt to approach capital market to
raise Rs 2,500 cr for three road projects

PNS n NEW DELHI

Made in India 5G radios
will be ready for commercial
deployment in six months, a
top official of state-run C-
DoT said.

The technology jointly
developed by C-DoT, Jio's
Radisys India,  VVDN
Technologies and Wisig
Networks was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the India Mobile
Congress to make a 5G call.

C-DOT Executive Director
Rajkumar Upadhyay told PTI
during an interaction at IMC
that the organisation has
completed prototype devel-
opment and proof of concept
of the 5G radios that are for
sending and receiving wire-
less signals."Our 5G core
and 5G radio are complete-
ly indigenously developed
which makes India among a
few countries that have their
own 5G technolog y.
Operators desire multiple

integration and call scenario
tests in their network before
it  goes for commercial
deployment. We will start
these tests soon in BSNL's
network and we hope to
complete this in the next six
months," Upadhyay said.

C-DoT is part of a TCS-led
consortium which has been
selected for deploying 4G
technology."C-DOT's role
will be limited to technolo-
gy development. We will sign
a technology transfer agree-
ment with vendors who will
commercially deploy it,"
Upadhyay said.C-DOT has
also developed a 5G core
(NSA) which was inaugurat-
ed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at India
Mobile Congress by making
an end-to-end 5G call. The
Radio Access network used
in making this call is also
developed indigenously in
collaboration with VVDN
Technologies, Radisys India
and Wisig Networks.

C-DOT 5G mobile antenna to be
ready in 6 months for commercial use

PNS n NEW DELHI

With fall in global prices, fer-
tiliser companies are looking to
import phosphoric acid at not
more than USD 1,000-1,050
per tonne -- around 40 per cent
cheaper than the price quoted
by global suppliers in the
September quarter.

The Indian companies are
negotiating with global suppli-
ers to buy phosphoric acid,
which is a key raw material for
manufacturing of DAP (Di-
ammonium phosphate) and
other NPK fertilisers.

The country imports around
3 million tonnes of phosphor-
ic acid annually.According to
sources, the price of phos-
phoric acid was USD 1,715 per
tonne for the last quarter ended
2022.International prices of
DAP fell sharply during the last
quarter and therefore the rates
of phosphoric acid are also

expected to fall significantly,
they added.The international
prices of phosphoric acid are
decided on quarterly basis. 

The key international suppli-
ers are OCP Morocco, JPMC
Jordan, Senegal etc.Sources

said a company has purchased
a cargo of phosphoric acid
from Senegal at USD 1,200 per
tonne, but the rate is still high-
er. Leading Indian fertiliser
ompanies are looking to buy
phosphoric acid at USD 1,000-

1,050 per tonne for the next
quarter, sources said, adding
that the Union fertiliser min-
istry is also of the view that
prices should be lower than
USD 1,100 per tonne for the
October quarter.

Fertiliser firms negotiating to import phosphoric acid

PNS n MUMBAI

Carrying on with the
momentum since early FY22,
credit quality of corporates
has strengthened further in
the first half of the current fis-
cal with rating upgrades being
more than three times that of
downgrades,  says Icra
Ratings.

Upgrades saw an 18 per
cent increase in the agency's
portfolio entities in H1 on an
annualised basis, which in
FY22 was a notch higher at 19
per cent, making it a signifi-
cant mark-up over the past

five-year and 10-year average
of 11 per cent, the agency
said.

The agency upgraded 94
companies in the first half of
FY21, which went up to 303
in H1 FY22, but declined to
250 in H1 FY23. For the full
fiscal of FY21 there were 282
upgrades which doubled to
561 in FY22. As against this,
the numbers of downgrades
were 200 in H1 FY21, 108 in
H1 FY22 and 76 in H1 FY23
and at 316 in FY21 and 184 in
FY22. The credit ratios stood
at 0.5, 2.8, 3.3, 0.9 and 3
respectively.

Credit quality of companies
strengthens in first half of FY23

Motilal Oswal
PE arm raises
Rs 4,500 crore



M
akers of Amitabh
Bachchan and
Rashmika Mandanna-

starrer Goodbye have
announced that the ticket price
of the movie will be Rs 150 on
the opening day, which is on
October 7.

Goodbye becomes the first
film to adopt the reduced pric-
ing policy of Rs 150 per ticket
on the release day of the film.

Amitabh Bachchan made the
announcement through a spe-
cial video confirming the big
news for people who love going
to the theatres and encouraging
them to watch Goodbye releas-

ing on October 7 at an amazing-
ly slashed price across India on
the big screens.

Goodbye, us a beautiful dram-
edy. It is helmed by Vikash Bahl.

The film has an accomplished
cast consisting of Neena Gupta
alongside Sunil Grover, Pavail
Gulati, Ashish Vidyarthi, Elli
AvrRam, Sahil Mehta, and
Shivin Narang in supporting
roles.

Produced by Ektaa R
Kapoor’s Balaji Motion Pictures
in association with Good Co.,
GoodBye is all set for worldwide
release in cinemas on October
7, 2022.
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B
ollywood star and
mum-to-be Alia
Bhatt said that her

“little one kicked” her
“relentlessly” while she
was giving an acceptance
speech.

Alia was honoured with
the Time100 Impact award
for her outstanding contri-
bution to cinema. She
wore a dusty shimmery
cape gown as she accepted
the award.

While giving her accep-
tance speech, Alia men-
tioned her “little one” and
said: “I am immensely
proud to be here tonight as
a representative of my
country. A country that
has built both me and my
career. India as a country

has its core value as diver-
sity above anything else
and it’s a song I hope to
sing all over the world.”

“Lastly, when it comes
to making an impact. I
hope I continue to do so in
whatever way possible but
for now, tonight, this
award has genuinely made
an impact on me and my
little one who has relent-
lessly kicked me through
the speech. Thank you so
much, have a good night,”
she said. On the acting
front, Alia was last seen on
screen in Ayan Mukerji’s
Brahmastra Part One:
Shiva. She will next be
seen in Heart Of Stone and
Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem
Kahani.

Alia Bhatt says her
baby ‘relentlessly
kicked’ during her

acceptance speech

H
ollywood star
Christian Bale really
wants to have a

cameo role in a Star Wars
film.

Desperate to appear in the
franchise for several years,
the 48-year-old actor would
even be happy just to play a
masked stormtrooper with
no lines, so he’d feel incredi-
bly “fortunate” if he was
offered a part in the movie
world which was “more than
that,” reports
aceshowbiz.com.

“All I ever wanted in Star
Wars was to be in a Star
Wars outfit and hit my head
on a door or something as I
walked through,” he told The
Hollywood Reporter.

“The real nerds who
watched Star Wars way too
many times always knew
about that one scene where
the Stormtrooper hits his
head on the door as he
comes through. I wanted to
be that guy. That was it. But
look, if I'm fortunate enough
to be more than that, oh
man, yeah. What a delight
that would be. I’ve still got
the figures from when I was
little.”

The Amsterdam star is
hopeful he's got the right
connections to bag his
dream role one day. He
added, “I also know Kathy
Kennedy very well because
she was working with
Spielberg when I did Empire
of the Sun, and now, she runs
the Star Wars universe.”

After working with
Christopher Nolan on The
Dark Knight trilogy and 'The

Prestige', it has been over

10 years since the pair last
collaborated and Bale said
he’d jump at the chance to
work with the “extraordi-
nary” director on another
project.

He said, “I would love to
work with Chris again. He’s
an extraordinary filmmaker,
and I've got very good mem-
ories of working with him.
So, likewise. I feel the same.”

Christian Bale would jump
at the chance to play a

cameo in Star Wars

S
inger Robbie Williams has discussed
his upcoming Netflix documentary
and shared that it won’t have any rules.

In a new interview, the Angels singer
promises his fans that the documentary
will be packed with sex, drugs, and mental
illness as it has “no rules,” reports
aceshowbiz.com.

The 48-year-old singer also said the
show, which will be filmed inside his man-
sion in Kensington, London, will be shot
with “no rule”" even though he has editori-
al control, according to The Sun.

He was quoted by the outlet on October
2, telling a New Zealand radio station, “It’ll
be full of sex and drugs and mental ill-
ness.”

“They haven’t started (filming). I’m sure
it will be warts-and-all, and I’m sure it will
be me giving away too much information
about my life and times. I’m looking for-
ward to getting it started and finding out
what it is myself. No rules,” Williams
explained.

“I’m more likely than most people to
leave everything in, I very rarely, if ever,
have said, ‘That’s too much, take it off.’ I
normally think that it's not enough.”

Williams added that even though he has
“editorial control” the makers are very,
very lucky because I want to expose myself
more than anybody else exposes them-
selves.”

He said, “Most people want to do some

sanitized version of themselves because
they’re scared of giving too much of their
real-life away. The audience can see that
and I don’t respond very well as an audi-
ence member to that, so I won't be doing
that.”

Robbie Williams says his
documentary will be ‘Full

Of Sex, Drugs’

Big B-starrer Goodbye makers announce

Rs 150 ticket price for Day 1
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K RAMYA SREE

B
engal is well-known for a vari-
ety of things, but when it
comes to food, it is undoubt-

edly one of the most significant. The
delicious Rosogola, Rasamalai, as
well as the incredibly excellent Posto
bora, Kosha Mangsho, and Chingri
Macher Malai Curry, are
just a few examples of the
tantalising food, found in
the gorgeous and richly
detailed Bengali cuisine.

Bringing to Hyderabad
these mouth-watering deli-
cacies is Cayenne – A
Multi Cuisine Restaurant at
Mercure Hyderabad KCP,
through their Bengali Food
Festival, only during din-
ners. The specially
designed food festival is a
delightful experience
through traditional Bengali
cuisine. 

Master Chef ‘Ganesh’ has
carefully crafted the menu
to showcase the delicacies
of this region and offer a
rich food experience. 

When asked the chef the reason
to host this festival, the management
at Mercure said that the main pur-
pose of this concept is to familiarise
the Hyderabadi crowd with delec-
table Bengali dishes.

While the menu offers a tempting
array of delectable vegetarian, and
non-vegetarian dishes including
Mocher Chop (Banana Flower
Cutlet),  Piyaji, Posto Wada,
Baiguni, Chicken Pakoda, Chicken
Cultlet, Dimer Devil, Chingri Chop,
Mutton Kosha, Papda Fish Curry,
Chicken Maharani, Chicken Kosha,
Aloo Diya Macher Jhol, among oth-
ers. We tried out Beguni, Veg
Cutlets, Chicken Pakoda, Sarson ka
Fish Tikka, Gondhoraj Chicken in
starters and Golbarir Mutton kosha,
Papda Fish Curry, Chingeri Biriyani,

Basanti Pulao, Dum Aloo, Masoor
Dal, and Greenpeace Kachori. 

Wondering if there are any
desserts (the heart of Bengal) avail-
able there or if we have tried out
any? We will speak about it later in
the story. 

Bengalis and their love for fish is
never ending and the same love was
reflected in the taste of Sarson ka

Fish Tikka. The dum aloo with a
slice of puri felt so heavenly.
Meanwhile, the pulao with a mix of
prawns, eggs, and aloo was too good
that we had multiple servings of it.
Even Baiguni is a must-try if you are
planning to visit this place. 

Your gastronomical journey ends
with special desserts like Raj Bhog,
Sondesh, Rasagulla, Ras Malai,

Cham
Cham, and
Chana
Payesh,
among
others.
However,
what stole
the show
for us was
the Chana

Payesh and their Rasmalai. They are
a luxury on their own with a melt-
in-the-mouth velvet texture.  A
spoonful of it is absolutely decadent.
Rich, and creamy, these desserts
were the hero and we suggest you
save your appetite for the desserts
while visiting the festival. 

To sum up, we recommend you
try out Baiguni, pulao,  Macher
Chop, Aloo Diya Macher Jhol,
Pabda fish curry, Basanti pulao, and
of course the desserts which need a
special mention. 

The buffet is priced at Rs. 1599
plus taxes per person. And the
restaurant has been suitably done up
with an ambiance that lights up your
evenings. Come and join to cele-
brate the true essence of Bengal with
a delightful feast.

Essence of 
Bengal in every bite

SHIKHA DUGGAL

I
t was only a few days back,
when we were drooling
over the yesteryear actress-

es, and today there’s a come-
back. The popular Khiladi
actress Ayesha Jhulka is back
again, stealing our hearts, with
her acting skills in the cur-
rently streaming web series
Hush Hush. 

If you ask us about the yes-
teryear actresses, you will get
a priceless expression and
that’s the candour we wit-
nessed. 

In an exclusive conversation
with The Pioneer, she says,
“For a very long time, I feared
returning. But now I am
putting myself out there. It
wasn’t as if roles weren’t com-
ing my way. They were, but I
was looking to convince
myself to do a really solid
character-driven role.
Enigmas are beautiful: dark
and mysterious. There were
puzzles to be solved and hence
I grabbed the boat.” 

We all are some sort of old-
souls stuck in this techno
freak world. And, then to see
an old-timey returning, it

does fills us with exhilaration.
The actress continued, “The
new version of Ayesha is far-
off from an old-fangled one. I
want to explore astuteness
now, done with glamour girl
roles. I have sizzled enough,
now I would like to tap into
my utter prospective. I have
scorched on the silver screens
for decades, it was a graceful
time. But now, I want to make
my presence felt.” 

Over the years, she has
maintained her elegance,
beauty, and aura intact! She
goes on, “The success of this
series was very important to
me, critics calling the writing
clever is a win for me already.
To me, this is a sense of
accomplishment and my
career progression in a posi-
tive direction. This victory
was meaningful for me!
Neither am I feeling empty or
dissatisfied, we blew a juicy
scandal on OTT.” 

The evergreen actress also
adds, “There was a time, yes, I
felt pressurised both in the
industry and on a personal
front. I immediately trans-
formed myself which meant
getting rid of pessimists. It's
not a myth anymore, the

veracity of the fact is that
there are women who share
your ambitions. Those were
my girls, when I was away
from the industry.” 

Playing multi-faceted roles
from 1990, a lesser known fact
about the actress is that, she
began her career from Telugu
films and she shares a great
association down south. On a
contrary note, “I don’t regret
being away from the film fra-
ternity but I missed showbiz.
Life had different routes for
me perhaps, I indulged myself
in good Samaritan activities
then. The game is changing
now — now everything can-
not be women-centric also,
that is being selfish. But then
we talk about equality, you
have to be at par with each
other. We will have to reach
the fifty percent mark and I
think that OTT and the
lovely work that so many
women are doing, includ-
ing the ones from the 90s
like Raveena Tandon.” 

Aamir Khan starrer
Joh Jeeta Wohi
Sikandar is one of
her memorable
performances but,
“Right now I am

enjoying the OTT space like
anything — I can’t control
myself from binge-watching at
home. I find it the best way to
advance my career, there's
charisma in it. I am more
interested in doing OTT
shows now. There are
no biases in terms
of gender and
age.”

Ayesha Jhulka: I really
missed the showbiz

Ayesha Jhulka,
known for her
films like Jo Jeeta
Wohi Sikander,
Rang, and Khiladi,
to name a few,
made her
comeback with
the currently
streaming web
series Hush Hush.
In an exclusive
interview with
The Pioneer, the
veteran actress
gets candid about
making her
comeback,
working in the
OTT space, and
much more.

T
here has been a significant
rise in the number of cases
of sudden cardiac death in

India, with young adults suffering
the most over the last few years.
Over 5,000 doctors across India
observed that not just young
adults, but even school kids
should know about the impending
danger of chronic heart disease.
There is MediSage, an online
community of doctors empower-
ing healthcare practitioners with
first-hand medical information. 

What were they educating the
masses about though, Abhishek
Ghosh Co-founder & Director,
Medisage Anurag Dhingra Co-

founder, MediSage shares, “The
MediSage Signature Series of
Echocardiography is interactive
events streamed online and simul-
taneously held at a number of
physical locations across India to
help last-mile doctors identify
symptoms of cardiac issues in
patients and prevent further com-
plications. At these events, cardi-
ology experts advise general
physicians on the most frequently
used cardiovascular diagnostic
tests after electrocardiography and
chest X-ray. The key areas of their
use, such as diagnosis, prognosis
and follow-ups. They also share
the importance of cardiovascular
ultrasound in diagnosis and
assessment of responses to therapy
of many cardiac conditions,
including cardiomyopathy and
valve disease, which help doctors
make early diagnoses.” 

Increasing diagnostic accuracy
and improving adequate patient
referral using ECG screening
among general practitioners,
strengthening the need for better

collaboration between general
practitioners and cardiologists to
improve cardiovascular care, or
early detection of cardiac patholo-
gy can lead to prompt treatment,
these were some of the impacts by
these series. 

The founder continued,
“Cardiovascular diseases have
become the leading cause of mor-
tality in India. An electrocardio-
gram is an essential diagnostic test
for patients with cardiac com-
plaints for early diagnosis.
Nowadays, ECG is used not just to
monitor the heart rate and essen-
tial rhythm, but it also helps in
interpreting complex arrhythmias,

myocardial infarction,
and other ECG abnor-
malities. So, it is critical
for health care providers
across the country to be
able to read ECGs accu-
rately. Moreover, delay
in diagnosis leads to
complications and high
expenditure for patients
and brings on an added
stress factor. In view of
the lack of proper
healthcare infrastruc-
ture in remote areas of
the country and trained
manpower with a grow-
ing patient load, so they
came up with the con-

cept of this series.”
What's more interesting is that

they are trying to combine tech-
nology and solutions to change
the entire upskilling experience of
doctors so that they can connect
with their platform and learn the
things they need the most—even
collaborate with other doctors.
They also provides news, journals,
and access to a lot of informa-
tion—both globally and national-
ly—to ensure a 360-degree space
for a doctor who is keen to learn. 

He concludes, “Series like these
are critical for our doctors in rural
areas. If a general practitioner in
Mumbai doesn’t feel fully
equipped to read an ECG and
diagnose a patient, they can refer
the patient to a cardiologist near-
by. In rural parts, tertiary care
centers are often not so easily
accessible. Hence, it is critical for
our doctors in these regions to
enhance their clinical skills and be
better prepared to address such
cases. This is where educational
initiatives like play a key role.”

Enhancing
cardiovascular care

Tuesday
October 4, 2022

Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/
dailypioneer
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PTI n INDORE

I
t may be an inconsequential game on
paper but Indian bowlers await anoth-
er tough test against South Africa

ahead of the T20 World Cup when the
two teams meet in the final game of the
three-match series here on Tuesday.

Having sealed their first-ever series
against South Africa at home, Indian
team management has decided to rest its
premier batter Virat Kohli and vice-cap-
tain KL Rahul for the final game.

"Yes, both Virat and Rahul have been
rested from the final T20I," said a BCCI
official.

After the final game against the
Proteas, Kohli and Rahul will link up with
the squad in Mumbai from where the
team is scheduled to leave for Australia
on October 6 for the T20 World Cup.

It is expected that standby batter
Shreyas Iyer will replace Kohli for the
final game in the playing XI. With
Rahul also rested, either Suryakumar
Yadav or Rishabh Pant will open along-
side with Rohit Sharma.

With no second reserve batter in the
squad, Shahbaz Ahmed or one among
Mohammed Siraj or Umesh Yadav could
get a look-in.

Since their early exit from the T20
World Cup 12 months ago, the Indian
batting has come a long way and looks
formidable ahead of the next edition
beginning later this month.

Majority of the batters remain the
same from the UAE edition but it is the
drastic change in approach which has
made the difference.

Heading into the ICC event, India's
high-profile top-three have hit top form
including Rahul who allayed concerns
about his strike rate with a sublime effort
on Sunday.

Kohli has batted a 140 plus strike rate
since the Asia Cup that includes three 50s
and a much-awaited hundred. Skipper
Rohit has come up with impactful
innings over the course of the six games
at home against Australia and South
Africa.

Number four Suryakumar Yadav is
in a league of his own and seems to be
batting at a much higher level than his

teammates, so much so that Rohit is con-
templating to play him straight in the
team's World Cup opener against
Pakistan on October 23.

Pant is yet to bat in the series and
though Dinesh Karthik got seven balls in
the second T20, he too would be hoping
to get a hit in the middle.

Jasprit Bumrah's absence has com-
pounded India's bowling woes, especial-

ly in the death overs, but the team needs
to find a way if the star pacer doesn't get
fit in time for the ICC event.

Deepak Chahar, who is among
World Cup reserves, has been impressive
with the new ball but question marks
remain over his efficacy towards the back
end of the innings.

Arshdeep Singh has made an impact
both with new and old ball but was
unusually expensive on Sunday. Having
bowled as many as three no balls, it was
a forgettable night for the left-arm
pacer who would be eager to bounce
back.

The variations that Harshal Patel
relies on to keep the batters in check have
not been producing the desired results
since his return from injury.

Red ball great R Ashwin is yet to get
a wicket in the series and India will be
looking to him for wickets in the mid-
dle overs.

Drafted into the squad in Bumrah's
absence, Siraj could also get to play at
Holkar Stadium but India might contin-
ue with the out of rhythm Harshal Patel
as he would need more game time post
injury.

In the extreme humidity of
Guwahati, the South Africa pacers strug-
gled to grip the ball and ended up offer-
ing far many full tosses to the Indian bat-
ters. They would want to rectify that.

Despite the series loss, there has been
plenty of positives for the visitors in the
batting department. Continuing his
menacing form this year, David Miller
smashed an unbeaten hundred while
Quinton de Kock got much needed runs
before the World Cup.

The biggest concern for the Proteas
is the form of their skipper Temba
Bavuma, who is yet to score a run in the
series.

PTI n SYLHET

Opener Sabbhineni Meghana
(69) batted with authority

to record her maiden T20I half-
century as India defeated
Malaysia by 30 runs via the
Duckworth-Lewis method in
the rain-curtailed Asia Cup
match here on Monday.

Replacing vice-captain
Smriti Mandhana at the top,
Meghana hit a career-best 69 off
53 deliveries to help India post
181 for 4.

In reply, Malaysia were tot-
tering at 16/2 in 5.2 overs when
rain stopped play, far behind the
46-run mark which was the D/L
par score when the match was
called off.

With the win, India moved
to the second spot on the points
table -- with four points --
behind Pakistan.

Meghana took the
Malaysian bowling attack to
the sword as she brought up her
career-best score in the format
after India were asked to bat.

The big-hitting Shafali
Verma, who is struggling for

form, also pitched in but the
teenager looked scratchy for the
most part of her 46-run knock.

Meghana made most of the
opportunity provided to her as
she donned the role of the
aggressor from the very first
ball.

She milked boundaries
every over, hitting the ball all
across the ground in the pow-
erplay as India fetched 47/0 in
the first six overs.

She was dropped on 14 by
skipper Winifred Duraisingam
(2/36) in the third over and the
right-hander made the
Malaysian's pay for the error as
she raced to fifty with a bound-
ary.

Poor fielding only added to
Malaysia's woes as the Indian
women looked on course for a
200-plus score.

However, Duraisingam got
the big-wicket of Meghana. The
Indian looked to drive only to
chip the ball straight into the
hands of extra cover, sending
the entire Malaysian team into
frenzy.

Shafali, who had played the

second second fiddle to perfec-
tion, smashed a couple of sixes
but failed to carry on the
momentum once Meghana was
out.

Richa Ghosh was elevated
to the number three spot and
the young wicketkeeper played
a fluent 33-run knock, finding
the gaps beautifully.

But Shafali struggled to
accelerate as Malaysia tight-
ened their bowling and fielding
while also triggering a mini-bat-
ting collapse.

In the eventful penultimate
over, Shafali was bowled by 17-
year-old Nur Dania Syuhada
(2/9) off the first delivery before
the spinner got rid of Kiran
Navgire (0) in the next ball.

It would have been three-
wicket haul for the teenager had
Richa not been dropped at deep
mid-wicket on 31.

Defending 181, spinners
Deepti Sharma (1/10) and
Rajeshwari Gayakwad (1/6)
got rid of openers Winifred
Duraisingam (0) and Wan
Julia (1) before rain stopped
play.

PTI n GUWAHATI

Just as Virat Kohl's 'selfless
knock' won the hearts of

cricket lovers here on Sunday
night, the boisterous crowd that
cheered the game drew praise
from the ace player too.

Kohli missed a half-centu-
ry by a whisker as he remained
unbeaten at 49 with India set-
ting a target of 238 for South
Africa.

The capacity crowd of near-
ly 39,000 at the Assam Cricket
Association (ACA) Stadium

here had the loudest cheers
reserved for the former Team
India captain.

Praising the massive sup-
port, Kohli expressed his grat-
itude to the crowd on Twitter.

"Great game. Terrific
atmosphere. Thank you
Guwahati," the star player wrote,
sharing pictures of the game, in
a post-midnight Tweet.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who was among
the crowd for the match, shared
the Tweet and wrote: "Thank
you so much @imVkohli ."

Kohli's fans, who ignored
humid conditions and missed
Durga Puja festivities on Sunday
to watch their favourite cricketer
in action, also responded with
the same love on the micro-
blogging site.

Cricket follower and jour-
nalist Bidisha Singha wrote:
"Thank u Champ! What a self-
less knock..."

Kohli had also posed for
photographs with fans during
net practice at the stadium on
match eve, drawing praise from
the game lovers.

PTI n INDORE

India's pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
has been ruled out of the ICC T20

World Cup due to a back injury, the
BCCI announced on Monday.

That Bumrah is ruled out of the big-
ticket event due to a stress fracture was
first reported by the PTI on September
29.

Bumrah's absence will certainly
affect India's chances in the marquee
event in Australia as death bowling still
remains a grey area.

The BCCI was awaiting medical
reports while the pacer did his rehab at
the National Cricket Academy but it was
a foregone conclusion that he would be
out for months.

"The BCCI Medical team has ruled
out Team India fast bowler Jasprit
Bumrah from the ICC Men's T20 World
Cup squad. The decision was taken fol-
lowing a detailed assessment and in con-
sultation with the specialists," BCCI sec-
retary Jay Shah said in a statement.

Bumrah was initially ruled out of the
ongoing three-match T20I series against
South Africa due to a back injury.

While the BCCI will be naming a
replacement for Bumrah in the squad for
the marquee tournament soon, one
among Mohammed Shami and Deepak
Chahar will make it to the main squad.
Jammu and Kashmir pacer Umran
Malik is expected to be named in the
standby list.

AP n LAHORE

Dawid Malan hit a brilliant
half-century and pace

bowler Chris Woakes took three
wickets as England thrashed
Pakistan by 67 runs in Lahore on
Sunday to win the seven-match
T20 international series 4-3.

Malan hit a 47-ball 78 not
out and was ably supported by
Harry Brook (46 not out) and
Ben Duckett (30) to lift England
to 209-3 in 20 overs.

The visitors then restricted
the home team to 142-8 to end
their first tour to Pakistan in 17
years with a series victory.

England won the first, third,
sixth and seventh games while
Pakistan won the second, fourth

and fifth.
Pakistan never recovered

from losing the in-form Babar
Azam and Mohammad Rizwan,
their top run-scorer in the series,
in the opening two overs.

Woakes had Azam caught at
short cover for four before Reece
Topley bowled Rizwan for one
with his second delivery.

Shan Masood's 43-ball 56
came in vain as Pakistan were
never in the hunt for their high-
est successful chase.

Pakistan's best chase in a
T20I was the 208 they achieved
against the West Indies in
Karachi last year.

Khushdil Shah made 27 off
25 balls and added 53 for the
fourth wicket with Masood but

leg-spinner Adil Rashid
removed him to break the stand.

Woakes, who took 3-26,
dismissed Asif Ali (seven) and
had Masood caught brilliantly by

Adil Rashid in the 19th over to
end Pakistan's hopes.

Earlier, Malan and Brook
led England's recovery from a jit-
tery 39-2 with openers Alex

Hales (18) and Phil Salt (20)
gone after a quick 39-run start
-- both falling in the fifth over.

Dropped twice by Pakistan
skipper Azam on 29 and

Mohammad Wasim on 62,
Malan struck eight fours and
three sixes in the 13th half-cen-
tury of his T20I career.

Malan added 62 for the
third wicket with Duckett to put
the innings back on track.

Brook, dropped on 24 by
Azam off Haris Rauf, struck four
sixes and a four in his 29-ball
innings and added 108 for the
fourth wicket with Malan in 10.1
overs.

For Pakistan, fast bowler
Mohammad Hasnain took 1-32
while fellow paceman Wasim
went for 61 runs in four wick-
et-less overs.

England took the attack to
Pakistan and scored 60 in their
last five overs.

PTI n GUWAHATI 

Formidable South African
batter David Miller has a

firm belief that the series-
defeat against India won't make
them a lesser force at the fast-
approaching T20 World Cup as
he cited Australia's title tri-
umph in the previous edition
despite their wretched run
ahead of the big-ticket event.

South African top-order
batters struggled badly while
their bowlers were also not at
their best on Sunday as India
took an unassailable 2-0 lead in
the three-match series with a
16-run win in the second game
here.

The loss will hurt them lit-
tle, said Miller, saying Australia
had also struggled badly in
2021 but eventually they
became the world champions.
Australia had entered the
World Cup after five back-to-
back series defeats in the for-
mat.

"There're a lot of stories in
the past with one being
Australia not doing too well
before the World Cup, and then
they end up winning the World
Cup. So I don't think it's too
much to worry about," Miller

told reporters at the post-
match interaction here.

"We've built up a really
good squad over the last year
and a half. We get on really well
with each other. We've linked
in nicely, great partnerships.
We've won a lot of series last
year.

"To have lost the series
tonight was obviously very
disappointing, but in the past

we've really competed well and
at least we can walk away with
our heads held high, but it is
still disappointing losing the
series."

The Temba Bavuma-led
side was set a stiff target of 238
but the skipper departed with-
out bothering the scorer for the
second successive time. Rilee
Rossouw also scored a duck.

However Miller produced
a counter-attacking knock of
106 not out from 47 balls and
was well-supported by Quinton
de Kock's 48-ball 69 not out to
make a match of it.

"We didn't bat well the pre-
vious game. We didn't start this
game too well but we managed
to get a really good partnership
and put on a competitive game
at the end of it," he said.

Miller, though, chose not
be very "harsh" on his bowlers.

"There were over 400 runs
in the game, I don't want to be
too harsh on the bowlers, but
I think that there was a little bit
of lack of execution at times.

"But they were really good
in the previous game --
extremely good. A few areas
that we can work on still lead-
ing up to the World Cup, so we
still have time."

India vs S Africa
Live from 7:00pm IST
STAR SPORTS 1 NETWORK

INDIA AIM TO WHITEWASH PROTEAS
Bumrah out of
T20 WC: BCCI

Having sealed their first-
ever series against South
Africa at home, India has

decided to rest its
premier batter Virat Kohli

and vice-captain KL
Rahul for the final game

India beat Malaysia by
30 runs via D/L method

Kohli thanks Guwahati for ‘terrific atmosphere'

Miller not much worried
about South Africa’s form

Saurashtra delay
inevitable with
spirited batting show 
PTI n RAJKOT

Saurashtra's middle and
lower-order showed a lot

of stomach for fight, adding
281 runs by No. 6 to 8 batters,
but Rest of India remained
firm favourites to win the
Irani Cup match here on
Monday.

At stumps on third day,
Saurashtra reached to 368/8,
riding on half-centuries from
the quartet comprising
Sheldon Jackson (71), Arpit
Vasavada (55), Prerak
Mankad (72) and skipper
Jaydev Unadkat (78 batting).

The overall lead is 92
runs now and Saurashtra will
like to stretch it to at least 175
in order to set the cat among
the pigeons.

With 276 runs in arrears,
Saurashtra were literally star-
ing at a humiliating innings
defeat after being reduced to
87 for 5 before lunch.

However, Jackson and
Vasavada, who have bailed
Saurashtra out many-a-times
in the past, added 117 runs for
the sixth wicket to steady the
ship. But, it was the 144-run
eighth wicket stand between
Unadkat and all-rounder
Mankad that raised visions -
- however improbable it may
look at the moment -- of
pulling off a heist.

The duo not only had a
century stand but also scored
the runs at a quick clip -- in
only 29.3 overs -- to keep the

contest alive.
If it was Jackson who took

the attack back to the oppo-
sition by repeatedly stepping
out to left-arm spinner
Saurabh Kumar (3/80 in 25
overs) to disturb his length,
the pair of Unadkat and
Mankad used the extra pace
of Kuldeep Sen (3/85 in 16
overs) and Umran Malik
(0/59 in 16 overs) to their
advantage.

They hit six sixes from
the bowling of Jackson,
Vasavada and Unadkat.

Cheteshwar Pujara (1)
would like to forget this Irani
Cup match in a hurry as a
rookie pacer like Kuldeep
made life difficult for him
with his extra pace and
bounce.

On this ground, Pujara
has hardly failed but his lack
of feet movement and late
reaction to deliveries with
that extra kick will surely not
go unnoticed as far as selec-
tors Chetan Sharma and Sunil
Joshi are concerned.

The problems that has
been his undoing at the Test
level is now resurfacing at the
domestic level where he ear-
lier used to rule.

Bowlers with extra pace
at the domestic level are also
asking Pujara probing ques-
tions. Kuldeep got one to rear
up from length on the off-
stump and Pujara just dan-
gled his bat with KS Bharat
taking an easy catch.

Malan, Woakes star in England's T20I series win 
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C
oorg beauty
Varsha
Bollamma has

mesmerised the Telugu
audience with her allur-

ing looks and charming
eyes. She is back to enter-
tain the Telugu audience
with a family entertainer
titled Swathimuthyam. 

The film, written and
directed by Lakshman K
Krishna and bankrolled
by S Naga Vamsi under
Sithara Entertainments in
association with Fortune
Four Cinemas, will hit the

theatres on October 5. Ahead of its
release, actress Varsha Bollamma shared
her experiences of working in the film
while speaking to the Hyderabad media. 

Varsha plays the character of
Bhagyalakshmi, a dominant girl in the
film. Giving more details about her char-
acter, she said, “While I play a firm, con-
fident girl, she’s innocent when it comes
to being with Ganesh. She’s a pre-prima-
ry school teacher and like her strictness
with students, she has the upper hand in
the relationship too. I was initially inter-
ested in the film because it was being
produced by a big banner like Sithara
Entertainments, but I was equally
impressed with the story later.”

Asked if she took references from her
real-life teachers to play this character,
she informed, “I didn’t have any real-life

teacher in mind to play the part.
Though I have had great teach-
ers in the past, I didn’t have
anyone as a reference for
Swathimuthyam. Besides being
a teacher, Bhagyalakshmi is
essentially a fun-loving girl. I
truly enjoy being amidst chil-
dren and I don’t mind when
they’re upto some frolic. It was
great fun to act amidst chil-
dren.”

The film revolves around the
same theme as the Bollywood
hit Vicky Donor for a brief por-
tion of the film. However, the
actress clarified that
Swathimuthyam is a proper
family entertainer and a love
story. The world of this film is
entirely different. 

“I always like stories that are
closer to reality and there’s a lot

of depth to each of the characters in
Swathimuthyam. The treatment is
refreshing. I am a small-town girl myself
and I know how small issues too are
blown out of proportion in villages. This
is a story that most families will relate to
and I could understand and fall in love
with this world,” added the Middle Class
Melodies actress.

The film is an out-and-out entertainer,
and the star cast says it all. Veterans like
Naresh, Rao Ramesh, and Goparaju
Ramana add so much life to the story,
says Varsha. 

Varsha was mostly cast in family
entertainers. Wondering what she likes
to play? Hear it from the actress herself.
“As an actress, I want to do all kinds of
roles but it seems that audiences like to
see me in girl-next-door characters and
they became more popular in my career.
I would be game for a psychotic charac-
ter too, something like Riteish
Deshmukh in Ek Villain. As much as I’m
looking forward to the commercial suc-
cess of my films, I want to be recognised
as a performer who can pull off any role.
I have never regretted any of my deci-
sions. I am ambitious and want to be
known for my acting chops, but being an
A-lister or not isn’t within my hands.”

“I am quite thrilled about working in
Telugu cinema. I got a lot of respect here
and since my debut, the industry made
me feel comfortable. I never felt like I
was working here, I come to the set with
a lot of joy. I have entered films with
Tamil cinema and did Malayalam films
too but Kannada offers haven’t come my
way. My next release will be Ooru Peru
Bhairavakona, alongside Sundeep
Kishan,” concluded Varsha, who is all
excited for the film’s release.

‘I want to be recognised
as a performer, who can

pull off any role’

Actress Varsha
Bollamma is all set

for her upcoming
entertainer,

Swathimuthyam. The
actress shares some

insights about her
character, experience,

type of roles she
would like to play, and

much more.

I
n a huge part-
nership,
Blockbuster

director Boyapati
Sreenu and
Ustaad Ram
Pothineni, and
ace producer
Srinivasaa
Chhitturi, have
joined forces for
a  film,
Tentatively called
BoyapatiRAPO.

The makers’
surprising
announcement
on monday took
social media by
storm. Fans and
audiences are
eagerly awaiting
for the film
updates. To the
excitement of the
fans, the makers
have announced
that massive
updates will be
unveiled on
Dussehra festival
day, October 5.

Fans are over-
joyed with the
news and are
looking forward
to the festival.
This massive
combo appears
to be poised to
heighten the fes-
tival celebrations.

Boyapati
Sreenu has come
up with a superb
story loaded with
mass elements
that have thrilled
both the produc-
er and the actor.
The yet-to-be-
titled movie will
be made on a
lavish budget
and high techni-
cal standards by
Srinivasaa Silver
Screen and is
said to be a story
with a lot of
mass appeals.
Pavan Kumar is
presenting the
film.

BoyapatiRAPO

rolling out
on Oct 5

Roaring Rudrangi’s first
look raises curiosity

R
asamayi Balakishan, is
all set to produce yet
another promising film

titled Rudrangi.
On Monday, the makers

unveiled the first look and
title motion poster of the
debut film Rudrangi.
Revealing the motion poster
makers wrote “Guts & Glory.
Presenting the Roaring &
Fiery First Look & Title
Motion Poster of our debut
Venture Rudrangi.”

The film’s creators intro-
duced Jagapathi Babu, also
known as Jaggu Bhai, as
Bheem Rao Dhora in the
motion poster. It appears
that he is portraying a
strong, tyrannical, ruthless
Dhora character.

The powerful dialogue
“Rudrangi Naadhi,”
“Rudrangi belongs to me,”
from Jagapathi Babu's roar-
ing voice at the conclusion
of this motion poster will
undoubtedly give you goose-
bumps. Everyone was
intrigued by the arresting

background music and Jaggu
Bhai’s agitated expression as
he grappled with the ox
cart's wheel.

The filmmakers’ efforts to
bring rich content films
through the powerful art
form of cinema are not only
recognised, but also success-
ful at the box office because
of public love. The makers of
Rudrangi are now delivering
the same type of content-
oriented subject to the audi-
ence.

With interesting looks and
a talented ensemble that
includes Jagapathi Babu,
Ashish Gandhi, Ganavi
Laxman, Vimala Raman,
Mamatha Mohandas,
Kalakeya Prabhakar,
Sadanandham and many
other notable actors, the film
has captured everyone's
interest. The makers also
announced that the film will
be roaring in theatres soon.

Bahubali, RRR writer Ajay
Samrat has written the story,
and wielded the megaphone

for the film. Rasamayi
Balakishan produced this
flick under his Rasamayi
films banner. Santhosh
Shanamoni is in charge of
cinematography, and
Bonthala Nageshwar Reddy
is in charge of editing.
Nawfal Raja IAS is compos-

ing the music.
The film stars Jagapathi

Babu, Ashish Gandhi,
Ganavi Laxman, Vimala
Raman, Mamatha
Mohandas, Kalakeya
Prabhakar, Sadanandham
and many other notable
actors.

S
outh actress Rashmika
Mandanna, who has
worked with Amitabh

Bachchan in Goodbye, says
that she is grateful for hav-
ing done the film with the
Bollywood superstar.

Taking to Instagram, the
actress posted a picture of
herself with Big B.

The actress considers the
Hindi film super special as
she herself mentioned in

one of her posts when she
wrapped up shooting for
the film.

She then said, “Everyone
I’ve worked with in this
team will always and forev-
er be super special to me
(Guys! Let’s work again
soon, like super soon. I
dunno how you'll make it
happen but make it hap-
pen!) I love you guys! You
are the bestest!”

‘Grateful for having

done Goodbye’, says

Rashmika Mandanna

S
ithara
Entertainments has
joined hands with

Fortune Four Cinemas
for a clean, feel-good
family entertainer titled
Swathimuthyam and
the film is all set to
release this Dasara.
While Ganesh and
Varsha Bollamma are
playing the lead roles in
the film,
Swathimuthyam is writ-
ten and directed by
debutant Lakshman K
Krishna and pro-
duced by S Naga
Vamsi.

Ahead of its
worldwide
release on
October 5, the
pre-release event
was organised at
Shilpakala Vedika,
Hyderabad. Apart
from the cast and
crew, Naveen

Polishetty graced the
event as the chief guest.
Renowned filmmakers
Trivikram Srinivas, S
Radha Krishna,
Bellamkonda Sreenivas,
and Sidhu
Jonnalagadda also
made their presence
felt.

Speaking at the
event, actor Naveen
Polishetty recalled his
struggling days where
he couldn’t get passes

to be pre-

release events. “I
wholeheartedly wel-
come Ganesh to Telugu
cinema. I liked
Swathimuthyam’s trailer
and wish a stupendous
success to the film
team. I’ll meet you at
the theatres with a film
under the same banner
next year. Award-win-
ning producer S Naga
Vamsi, under the vision
of China Babu garu, is
taking the banner for-
ward to dizzying
heights. Telugu audi-
ences always encourage
small-budget films
when made well and
the success of films like
Agent Sai Sreenivasa
Athreya, DJ Tillu are
proof of the same. I
hope Swathimuthyam
emerges victorious at
the ticket window,” the
actor added.

Meanwhile, new
entrant Ganesh

thanked every-
one, who

came for-
ward to

bless
him
ahead
of

Swathimuthyam’s
release. The script came
to him when he was all
ready to make his act-
ing debut. “I am sure
that my confidence in
the script will pay off. I
thank Sithara
Entertainments for
believing in us. I’ll
always be indebted to
China Babu garu and
Naga Vamsi garu.
Lakshman deserves
credit for telling such a
good story.”

The first-time actor
called Varsha
Bollamma a supportive
co-star and was grateful
to cinematographer
Suryaah for showcasing
him well on screen. He
applauded the efforts of
composer Mahati
Swara Sagar, support-
ing cast including Rao
Ramesh, Naresh,
Pragathi Suresh and
Vennela Kishore. “I’ll
always be thankful for
my parents and my
brother for supporting
me in all my endeav-
ours. I hope I’ve done a
film that’ll make them
proud. I’m assured the
film will resonate with
audiences this Dasara
even amidst the big-
gies,” he added.

I am sure that my confidence in
the script will pay off: Ganesh

T
he teaser of Prabhas-
Kriti Sanon-Saif Ali
Khan starrer Adipurush

was released in Ayodhya on
Sunday evening amid much
hype.

The Om Raut directorial is
reportedly mounted on a
mammoth Rs. 500cr budget,
owing to its VFX/CGI costs.

However, the teaser seems

like a cross between live-
action and animation, with
characters looking straight
out of European medieval
fantasy—but not Ramayana!

The teaser begins with an
aesthetic shot of Prabhas
meditating underwater. While
it looks spectacular, the good
aspects, unfortunately, end
there.

The clip swarms with ani-
mated shots, with the vanar
sena (half-human, half-mon-
keys) having been replaced
with an army of gorillas.

Ram and Laxman’s armors
seem to be inspired by
European warriors and don't
resemble the era Ramayana is
believed to have transpired in.

In the scriptures, Ravan is
said to have owned a Pushpak
Vimaan, which allowed him
to fly to any place of his
choice. The teaser features a
version of this vimaan, but it
is a dragon/bat-like creature,
diametrically opposite from
previous cinematic/literary
adaptations of Ramayana.

The teaser has left netizens
unimpressed, even angry,
considering the film had set
high expectations that have
now suffered a heavy fall.

Several tweeps made jokes

about Ravan’s costume and
hairstyle, saying that he looks
like “a modern Mughal ruler.”

Some termed it a “kids’ film
that should only be aired on
POGO channel.”

“Disappointed,” Cartoon,”
and “Ravan” have also become
top Twitter trends.

T-Series has bankrolled this
large-scale mythological
drama. Raut has also written
the screenplay, while the cine-
matography is helmed by
Karthik Palani.

While Prabhas is playing
Lord Rama, Kriti Sanon and
Saif Ali Khan are portraying
Sita and Lankesh/Ravana,
respectively.

the film also stars Sunny
Singh, Devdatta Nage, and
Vatsal Sheth.

The film will release on
January 12, 2023, on the occa-
sion of Makar Sankranti.

#DIASAPPOINTEDADIPURUSH

TRENDS ON TWITTER 
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