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UK Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss defeated Indian-ori-

gin former chancellor Rishi
Sunak to be named the winner
of the Conservative Party lead-
ership contest on Monday and
will now go on to take charge
as British Prime Minister as
Boris Johnson’s successor.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated Truss.

The 47-year-old Truss is
the third female British PM.
Truss polled 81,326 votes,
compared to Sunak’s 60,399 in
an election with a high turnout
of 82.6 per cent, with 654
rejected ballots from a total of
172,437 eligible Tory voters.   

Detailed report on Page 9
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The Hemant Soren
Government in Jharkhand

on Monday won the confi-
dence vote in the Assembly by
a comfortable margin by 48
votes to zero, bringing relief to
the ruling JMM-Congress-RJD
alliance in the State. 

Uncertainty had been pre-
vailing in the State since August
25 after the media reported that
the ECI had sent its recom-
mendation to the 
Governor (over BJP’s petition
seeking Soren’s disqualifica-
tion as MLA in an office-of-
profit case). But the Governor
is still silent.

As many as 48 MLAs voted
in favour of the confidence
motion in the 81-member
Assembly — 29 of the JMM, 15
of the Congress, one each of
RJD, NCP and CPIML(L) and
an Independent — even as the
BJP walked out of the House.

Soren said the need for the
trust vote was felt as the BJP
was “attempting to destabilise
democratically elected
Governments” in non-BJP-
ruled States, including
Jharkhand.
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Virtually kick-starting the
campaign for the forth-

coming Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
polls, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Monday charged
that Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray had “back-
stabbed” the BJP and exhorted
his party workers to “teach a
lesson” to the latter in the
BMC polls.  

Addressing a meeting of
his party workers here, Shah
said, “Don’t make a habit of tol-
erating traitors. You can over-
look anything in politics but
not treachery. Those who
betray others must be pun-
ished… The time has come to
show him (Uddhav) his place
and teach him a lesson.”

Mincing no words in his
criticism of Uddhav, Shah said,
“You (Shiv Sena) sought votes
in the name of Narendra Modi

and on the work of (then Chief
Minister) Devendra Fadnavis.
You have betrayed the people.
There is no place for betrayers
in politics.”

Fadnavis, Maharashtra BJP
president Chandrashekhar
Bawankule and his Mumbai
counterpart Ashish Shelar, and
other senior party leaders were
present.

Dismissing the Shiv Sena’s
oft-repeated charge that the BJP
went back on its promise of giv-
ing the Chief Minister’s post to
the Sena on a rotational basis,
Shah reiterated that his party
had not made any commitment
about the Chief Minister’s post
to Uddhav in the 2019 State
Assembly polls.

Shah, whose BJP is con-
testing the BMC polls in
alliance with the Shiv Sena fac-
tion led by Eknath Shinde,
said, “Our target is to win 150
seats in the BMC polls.”

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi liquorgate took an
interesting turn on

Monday when the BJP shared
a “sting operation” video that
purportedly showed the father
of a liquor scam accused claim-
ing to have paid “commission”
to acquire liquor licences in the
national Capital, and demand-
ed the removal of Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia from
the Cabinet.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence along with BJP MP Manoj
Tiwari and Delhi BJP president
Adesh Gupta, BJP spokesper-
son Sambit Patra played two
videos of sting operations and
urged liquor traders in Delhi to
not get scared and make videos
on how much commission
they had to pay to Sisodia and
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.  The BJP leaders also
claimed that more such videos
will come out in the future.

The video captures the
father of a liquor scam accused
making admissions about pay-
ment of cut money to Sisodia.
The BJP leaders claim that the
person in camera is Kulwinder
Singh Marwah, the father of
liquor scam accused Sunny
Marwah. Sunny is accused
number 13 in the alleged liquor
scam. In the video, Kulwinder

Marwah is heard saying that a
commission of 12 per cent
was fixed for liquor suppliers to
be eligible for L-1 vendor cat-
egory. He further claims that
out of this, 6 per cent com-
mission was to be given to
AAP. Marwah claims liquor
vendors were asked to give �10
lakh per month and for this,
they were given adequate lever-
age and flexibility to operate.

Patra said the man in the
video is seen “explaining their
modus operandi”.

“Manish Sisodia has earned
a lot of commission and money
because of the (now scrapped
excise) policy. We had asked
them five questions — why was
the older policy, and then the
new one, withdrawn; why were
suggestions of the (former
excise commissioner) Ravi
Dhawan committee not fol-
lowed; why were blacklisted
companies given contracts;
why were manufacturers given
retail contracts in contraven-
tion of the policy; and why was
the commission (for private
players) increased from 2 per
cent to 12 per cent, because of
which the exchequer faced
losses,” Patra said.

He claimed the sting
involved a person who handed
over money to Sisodia. 

Continued on Page 2
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Hours after the BJP released
a “sting video” to claim

that Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his deputy
Manish Sisodia had taken
“commissions” worth “hun-
dreds of crores” to benefit pri-
vate players under the now
scrapped excise policy,  Sisodia
claimed that a CBI officer who
died by suicide was under
pressure to frame him in a false
case.  The CBI denied the alle-
gations and termed his state-
ments as a “mischievous and
misleading.”

The CBI said the allegation
was “an attempt to divert atten-

tion from the ongoing investi-
gation in Delhi Excise Policy
case”. In a statement, the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) said its officer, Jitendra
Kumar, was in “no way con-
nected” with the probe related
to the excise police case. It also
made it clear that no clean chit
has been given to any of the
accused in the matter.

“The CBI strongly refutes
this mischievous and mislead-
ing statement by Sisodia. It is
clarified that the gentleman
officer, late Jitendra Kumar, was
in no way connected with the
investigation of this case”, the
CBI said.

Continued on Page 2
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Terming the Arvind Kejriwal
Government as “Bevdi

Sarkar (Drunk Government)”,
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Thakur on Monday lambasted
the AAP Government on the
alleged liquor scam saying it is
mired in corruption.

His comments come after
the BJP national spokesperson
Sambit Patra played two videos,
purportedly showing the father
of the accused number 13 in
the CBI FIR in the alleged
excise policy scam.

“The Health Minister of
Delhi Govt is in jail, while the
Health Minister of AAP-led
Punjab Government was also
in jail. Imagine the condition of
the Government whose
Ministers are in jail for cor-
ruption. They are encouraging
the liquor mafia. AAP doesn’t
have an answer to it. It is a cor-
rupt Government. This is the
identity of Arvind Kejriwal-led
Bewdi sarkar,” he said.

“The AAP Govt is known
for corruption. Manish Sisodia
is involved in a huge scam
while Kejriwal is the kingpin of
corruption. Its silence on the
liquor scam for 15 days now
says a lot,” Thakur told the
media in Himachal Pradesh.
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Basavsiddhlinga Swamiji —
the pontiff of Guru

Madiwaleshwara Math of
Neginhal village in Bailhongal
taluk in Belagavi — was found
hanging in his room on the
math premises on Monday
morning, when one of his
assistants had gone to check for
the seer, when he did not come
out or respond to knocks at the
door. Police suspect it to be a
case of suicide.

The reason behind the
swamiji taking such an extreme
step was yet to be known, said
police. 

According to sources, an
alleged death note written by
the seer has surfaced in which
he has written that he has not
committed any mistake; he
himself was the reason for his
death, and no one should be
enquired.

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on

Monday sent legal notice to
AAP leaders Atishi Singh,
Durgesh Pathak, Saurabh
Bhardwaj, Sanjay Singh,
Jasmine Shah and others for
leveling “false, derogatory and
malicious”  allegations against
him for his alleged involvement
in a �1,400 crore “scam” dur-
ing his tenure as the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission
(KVIC) chairman.

The legal notice also asks
the AAP leaders to comply with
the requisitions within 48 hours
of its receipt. 

In his notice to AAP lead-
ers, the L-G through his lawyer
asked them to issue a press
release “directing all members
of the party and all persons
associated with it, whether
directly or indirectly”. 

Continued on Page 2
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On his mission to align the
Opposition parties to take

on the BJP in 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, senior JD(U) leader and
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Monday met former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi in New Delhi. 

Nitish also met JD(S) chief
HD Kumaraswamy and is
believed to have discussed the
way forward for reuniting the
Janata parivar. 

Nitish is scheduled to meet
his Delhi’s counterpart Arvind
Kejriwal, NCP chief Sharad
Pawar, Samajwadi Party chief
Akhileash Yadav, leaders from
the Left parties, and INLD
supremo Om Prakash Chautala
on Tuesday to discuss the cur-
rent political situation in the
country and ways to ensure
Opposition unity.

The meeting with Rahul
was Nitish’s first meeting with
the Congress leader after the
JD(U) walked out of the NDA
in Bihar and formed a
M a h a g a t h b a n d h a n
Government with the RJD, the
Congress and Left parties.  

Nitish’s deputy and the
major alliance partner RJD’s
Tejashwi Yadav had already
met Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi as well as CPI general
secretary Sitaram Yechury and
CPIM general secretary D Raja.

Sources said Rahul and
Nitish are learnt to have dis-
cussed the current political
situation in the country and
steps to bring the entire
Opposition under one umbrel-
la to take on the BJP. The meet-
ing between lasted for about an
hour when Nitish was accom-
panied by Bihar Water
Resources Minister Sanjay
Kumar Jha.

Congress sources said the
Bihar CM expressed his grati-
tude to Rahul for the grand old
party’s support to the new
alliance in Bihar. Both leaders
also discussed the possibility of
bringing like-minded parties
together, sources said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Modi Government has
decided to rename the

stretch between historic
Rajpath and Central Vista
lawns in the national Capital as
Kartavya Path.

The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has con-
vened a special meeting on
September 7 and the proposal
will be placed before the coun-
cil following a proposal from
the Centre. Rajpath was known
as Kingsway during British
Rule. According to officials, the
entire road and area from the
Netaji statue to the Rashtrapati
Bhavan will be known as
Kartavya Path. 

Detailed report on Page 3
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From Page 1
“In the video, Kulwinder

Marwah (Sunny’s father) is
explaining that 80 per cent
profit is ours - of contractors,
of friends of Kejriwal and
Sisodia. The exchequer is get-
ting only 10 per cent, he says.
He says he was told that he can
sell to whoever he wants, as
long as a fixed amount is
given,” Patra said, suggesting
that this “fixed amount” was
going to the AAP leaders.

“The modus operandi as
revealed in the video is that 80
per cent of the profit will go to
(Chief Minister Arvind)
Kejriwal, Sisodia and their
friends. First, you give us our
80 per cent commission and
then sell the 20 per cent to
whoever you can, we do not
care. This has been the policy

of Kejriwal,” Patra told
reporters.

“We asked Kejriwal and
Sisodia five questions regard-
ing the new excise policy.
However, the questions remain
unanswered and therefore, we
have come here to expose
them through a sting opera-
tion,” Patra added.  He said it
is clear from the sting opera-
tion that the AAP Government
in Delhi “invited blacklisted
companies and gave contracts
to them”.

Delhi BJP president Gupta
said the sting operation “clear-
ly showed” that the liquor sale
increased in the national
Capital but the revenue from it
decreased drastically.

“If Kejriwal has even a lit-
tle bit of shame, it is time for
him to sack Sisodia,” he said,

adding that the Chief Minister
sold the dream of transform-
ing Delhi into Singapore, “but
made it a hub of corruption”.

BJP MP Tiwari said the
sting operation substantiates all
the questions that the BJP has
been asking the Kejriwal
Government over the liquor
policy.

Meanwhile, the BJP lead-
ers also took it to twitter and
Tejinder Singh Bagga while
posting the video wrote, “BIG
EXPOSE OF FRAUDIA
@ArvindKejriwal DAARU
GHOTALA. Sting Operation
of Kulwinder Marwah Father
of Accused number 13 Sunny
Marwah exposing Kejriwal
Real Face.”

“Another video exposing
Fraudia @ArvindKejriwal
Face,” Bagga further tweeted.

From Page 1
The notice also asked

the AAP leaders to cease
and desist from spreading
and circulating false,
defamatory, malicious and
unsubstantiated state-
ments”.  The legal notice
was sent through advocate
Bani Dikshit.

As per the notices, the
total Khadi sale across the
country during 2016-17
was Rs 2146.60 Cr as per
KVIC Annual Report
2016-17. There were only
seven Departmental Store
Outlets (DSOs) of KVIC,
sale from which was Rs
173.58 Cr during the entire
year of 2016-17, while the
remaining sale was done
through independent
Khadi Institution stores
and franchisees.

“Out of sale of Rs
173.58 Cr from these seven
DSOs during the year, Rs
99.35 Cr was through retail
sales and the remaining
was through whole sale

and Government supplies. Since the peri-
od under demonetisation was from
November 9, 2016 till December 31,
2016, therefore on a pro-rata basis, retails
sales worth approximately only Rs 14.43
cr (actual may vary) took place through
these DSOs during the period of demon-
etization,” the notice read.

“Hence, by any stretch of imagination,
whatsoever, the figure of Rs 1400 Cr is not
only incompatible with real and unques-
tionable figures duly recorded in the
books of accounts but also an incompre-
hensible mathematical impossibility even
if one were to take into account, the actu-
al sales of the entire year which amount-
ed to just Rs 173.58 Cr, from seven
DSOs,” it read.

The notice said that the indulgence of
the AAP and its leaders in such a scan-
dalous smear campaign against Saxena, is
solely with the aim of deflecting and divert-
ing attention of the people from the gross
failure of the AAP Government in Delhi,
their expose in the recently unearthed
Excise and Classroom scam coupled with
the appreciation gained by the LG for the
‘extraordinary work done by him in the
past three months.

“Saxena, while ensuring that the law
of the land and statute are upheld in both

letter and spirit, my Client has taken sev-
eral tough decisions in the larger public
interest, which may not be palatable to
AAP. Thus, the present smear campaign
is nothing but bestial vendetta against my
client whose actions have unveiled,
amongst other things, rampant irregular-
ities and corruption by some key leaders
of the AAP,” the notice read.

The notice also highlights the major
irregularities by Delhi Government in
almost every key area of governance.

“Obstinate and belligerent non-com-
pliance with the Regulations on Audit and
Accounts of the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (2020), and consistent and
repeated refusal by the National Convenor
of AAP (also the Chief Minister of Delhi)
to sign files sent by him to the Secretariat
of the LG, apparently with the aim of
avoiding accountability and escaping
responsibility, on extremely critical mat-
ters relating to governance and adminis-
tration of the people of Delhi,” the notice
stated.

Amid the ongoing tussle with the BJP
over the alleged excise policy and educa-
tion scams, the AAP leaders have levelled
money laundering allegations against the
Delhi Lieutenant Governor when he was
the chairman of the KVIC. 

From Page 1
“He was Deputy Legal

Advisor in-charge of prosecu-
tion; in which capacity he was
supervising prosecutors who
are conducting the trial of
already charge-sheeted cases in
Delhi,” the CBI said.

Reacting to the CBI state-

ment on Twitter, Sisodia insist-
ed that Kumar was a law officer
dealing with his case and repeat-
ed his allegation that the office
committed suicide due to the
pressure to make a false story to
implicate the AAP leader.
“There should be an indepen-
dent judicial enquiry - headed

by a retired Supreme Court
judge - into the causes of death
of CBI Deputy Legal Advisor
Late Jitendra Kumar,” he said in
another tweet.

“Two days ago, a CBI offi-
cial committed suicide. We
found that the officer was
Jitendra Kumar, he was a legal

advisor in CBI’s
anti-corruption
branch. His job
was to approve
or reject things
based on legal-
ity. He was also
looking into the
legality of the
FIR against
me,” Sisodia
said.

“We have
found that he
was being pres-

sured to build a false case
against me in a wrong manner
and pressure was being built to
arrest me. He was not permit-
ting this. And there was so
much pressure on him that he
committed suicide. This is very
sad. Pressure was being mount-
ed to make a false case legally
sound. This is wrong. My sym-
pathies are with his family,” he
said. “I also want to request
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
- if you want to trap me in a
wrong case, do it. You wanted
to raid me, you did it. You filed
a false case against me. You want
to arrest me, tell me where you
want me to come and I will be
there. Please don’t pressure offi-
cers and lead them to commit
suicide,” he said.

The deputy Chief Minister
also hit out at the  Prime

Minister alleging that he only
thinks of destabilising non-BJP
Governments by poaching
MLAs. 

On the other hand, the
CBI said in its statement that
according to the Delhi Police,
which is conducting inquest
proceedings into the death, the
officer has not held anyone
responsible for his death in his
suicide note.  The CBI also said
the excise policy case is under
investigation and “as such no
clean chit has been given to any
of the accused”.

Asked about the BJP’s “sting
operation” on the issue, Sisodia
called it a “joke”. He said that the
CBI found nothing at his house
and in his locker and gave him
a “clean chit”. “The CBI has
given me a clean chit as it did
not get anything and that is why

the BJP is coming up with
these tactics. This is not a sting
operation, this is just a joke,” he
said. The AAP leader also said
the BJP may make someone sit-
ting in a car say something but
that does not make it a sting
operation.

“This is just a joke. I can
also share many such sting
operations and you should pub-
lish those,” he told reporters.

Sisodia said: “BJP has been
saying there is a scam and
quoting numbers like Rs 30
crore, Rs 144 crore, Rs 1,300
crore. Then they got the CBI to
file an FIR, wherein they tried
to drag me into the white deal-
ings between two companies.
That was also on the basis of
sources. My house was raided.
They searched my locker, they
didn’t find anything”.

From Page 1
Bailhongal police are investigating.
The swamiji is said to have spoken to dis-

ciples and assistants at the math normally till
last night, before going to bed. 

Sources said after allegations of sexual
abuse against Chitradurga’s Murugha Math
chief  pontif f  Shivamurthy Murugha
Sharanaru, a conversation between two
women had gone viral in which they pur-
portedly discussed that seers of several maths
in the state were said to be involved in such

activities and had taken the name of the
Neginhal math seer among others.

Speaking good things about the swamiji
and calling him a fatherly figure to the vil-
lagers and disciples, some locals said he was
very sensitive and was upset with an alleged
audio.

They demanded action against those who
spoke about their swamiji without any evi-
dence.

Swamiji had completed his education at
Murugha Math, locals said. 

From Page 1
“We must put an end to the ‘anti-Hindutva

politics’ of the Uddhav-led Shiv Sena in
Mumbai and Maharashtra. My appeal to you all
to make the Sena bite the dust and win at least
150 (out of total 227 seats) in the BMC polls,”
said Shah.

Earlier, the Mumbai-born Shah touched the
feet of the grand idol of Lord Ganesh — the
Lalbaugcha Raja of Mumbai, as he went on a
whirlwind tour of the metropolis  visiting polit-
ical colleagues and allies.

Apart from taking darshan of Lalbaugcha
Raja and offering prayers, the Union Home
Minister visited the homes of Shinde, Fadnavis
and city BJP chief Ashish Shelar for Ganesh ‘dar-
shan’. Speaking at the BJP workers’ meeting in
the presence of Shah, Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis exhorted the party work-
ers to go all-out to win the BMC polls as “it is
now or never”.

“The ‘original Shiv Sena’ ( led by Shinde)
is with the BJP and the sole aim should be to
capture the BMC. I appeal to all leaders, work-

ers and supporters to work hard to ensure our
victory in the BMC polls,” Fadnavis said. In its
immediate retaliation,  the Shiv Sena came
down heavily on Shah for his criticism of its
party president Uddhav. Sena spokespersons Dr
Manisha Kayande and ex-Mayor Kishori
Pednekar, and Leader of Opposition in
Maharashtra Legislative Council Ambadas
Danve hit out at Shah in their separate inter-
action with the media.

“Shah is considered No. 2 in the Central
Government and such vicious language against
our party president does not augur well for the
position he is holding… If it was some ordinary
BJP worker we could have understood that, but
he is the country’s Home Minister,” Dr Kayande
said.

Pednekar said the Sena is ‘a ground-level
party’ the BJP leader could not do anything to
make it ‘bite the dust’. “If the country’s Home
Minister comes to help his party fight the BMC
elections, then we as the Shiv Sena have
already achieved our victory in the BMC
polls,” Danve said.

From Page 1
When Nitish had made up

his mind to make an exit from
the NDA, he  first discussed the
issue  with Sonia and then con-
vinced Lalu Prasad as to why it
was significant to keep a pan-
India party on board for the
Grand Alliance with a future
political strategy.

Telangana CM K
Chandrasekhara Rao last week
called on Nitish in Patna and
reportedly talked about float-
ing a possible Third Front.

Nitish, however, is not
impressed with the concept of
a “Third Front” and is in favour
of taking along the Congress.

Nitish is currently heading
a seven-party coalition that
includes the Congress and the
Left. In his pro-Congress
stance, he is likely to receive
ample support from Lalu who

is known to share excellent per-
sonal equations with Sonia.

The TMC on its part has
decided to maintain a distance
from the JD(U) since there has
been no official communica-
tion to the party from the
Mahagathbandan. 

Sources in the Mamata
Banerjee-led party here said the
TMC believes that regional
parties should fight and defeat
the BJP in their respective
regions and not come to Delhi
for support.

Besides meeting Pawar and
Kejriwal on Tuesday, Nitish is
scheduled to meet CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury and CPI leader D
Raja in Delhi on Tuesday. 

When Nitish dumped the
BJP last month, Yechury had
said the saffron party has got a
“taste of its own medicine”,

referring to the fall of the
Uddhav Thackeray
Government in Maharashtra
after the saffron party backed
Shiv Sena rebels.

Yechury had hit out at
Nitish in 2017 when the JD(U)
chief had parted ways with the
grand alliance, accusing the
Bihar Chief Minister of “polit-
ical opportunism”.  CPIM too
welcomed the formation of
the Mahagathbandhan
Government in Bihar during
his meeting with Tejashwi last
month. Ahead of Delhi tour for
forging Opposition unity,
Nitish called on RJD supremo
Lalu at his Patna residence.  In
imagery symbolic of both per-
sonal and political equations,
the CM and the Deputy CM
can be seen in one of the pic-
tures helping a faltering Lalu to
climb down a few steps.
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Bangladeshi Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina on Monday

arrived here on a four-day
visit after a gap of three years.
She will hold talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday even as the two sides
will review the entire spectrum
of their bilateral ties, including
defence, trade and river water
sharing during the summit.

Hasina  will also call on
President Droupadi Murmu
and Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankar during her stay.

She had last visited India in
2019 before the Covid out-
break. Union Minister
Darshana Jardosh received her
at the airport.

On the first day of her state
visit, External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar called on the

Bangladesh Prime Minister.
"Delighted to call on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina of
Bangladesh this evening. The
warmth and frequency of our
leadership level contacts is a
testimony to our close neigh-
borly partnership," Jaishankar
tweeted.

Hours after her arrival,
Hasina visited Dargah
Nizamuddin Aulia in Delhi.
Tweeting about her arrival,
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said,"Bangladesh PM Sheikh
Hasina is warmly welcomed by
MoS Railways and Textiles
@DarshanaJardosh on her
arrival in New Delhi for a State
Visit. 

The visit will further
strengthen the multifaceted
relationship between the two
countries." On Thursday,
Hasina is scheduled to travel to
Ajmer in Rajasthan to visit the
Dargah of the revered Sufi
saint Moinuddin Chishti.

Hasina's delegation
includes Commerce Minister
Tipu Munshi, Railways
Minister Md Nurul Islam
Sujan and Liberation War
Minister AKM Mozammel
Haq. 

India and Bangladesh
finalised the text of the agree-
ment on interim sharing of the
water of the Kushiyara river
last month. The MoU is set to
be inked on Tuesday.
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The AAP on Monday alleged
that the BJP-led Central

Government is pressuring CBI
into arresting Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
and they harassed CBI officer
Jitendra Kumar to such an
extent that he died by suicide.

Addressing multiple Press
conferences, AAP spokesper-
son Saurabh Bharadwaj and
AAP MLA from Kalkaji, Atishi
also described the BJP’s “sting
operation” as “absolutely use-
less, baseless and third class”
and said the BJP is “just fish-
ing to somehow find some-
thing” and save its face as the
CBI “failed” to get anything
incriminating against Sisodia.

“Why is the CBI silent on
Kumar’s death? Not a single
CBI functionary came in front

to talk about his death or even
issue a personal obituary about
their officer. Of what I have
learnt, he was a very honest,
dedicated and senior officer of
the CBI. He was very legally
sharp too. The CBI’s silence on
his death is very shocking,” said
Bharadwaj.

“Under pressure from the
Central Government, the offi-
cer was working on the CBI’s
false accusation. He was under
pressure, against his will, to
somehow present a compelling
case against Sisodia, so that he
could be imprisoned and pub-
licly humiliated. No competent
officer is ready for such cir-
cumstances,” said Bharadwaj.

Atishi said that as much
pressure was built on Jitendra

Kumar, who was the CBI’s
legal advisor in the case against
Sisodia, for making a case for
the issuance of an arrest war-
rant against the deputy chief
minister that he could not bear
it and died by suicide two days
ago.

She claimed that none of
the legal advisors of the CBI is
ready to recommend the
issuance of an arrest warrant
against Sisodia because they
have to mention a valid ground
for it in their legal opinion and
that the agency failed to find
anything incriminating against
the deputy chief minister either
from his residence or his wife’s
bank locker.

Atishi condoled the alleged
suicide of Kumar and assured
his family members that the
AAP stands by them.

“There cannot be anything
more sad in this country than
that an officer had to die by sui-
cide because of the prime min-
ister’s conspiracy,” she alleged
and demanded that Modi spell
out the names of the CBI offi-
cials on whom he is “exerting
pressure” to arrest Sisodia “any-
how”.
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Delhi BJP MLAs will meet President
Draupadi Murmu on Tuesday to demand

removal of the AAP Government over a host of
issues, including corruption charges against the
Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia in the
liquor and education scam.

According to Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, leader
of Opposition in Delhi Assembly, all the BJP
MLAs will gather in front of North Block at 10:15
am and march from there to meet the President.
AAP MLAs will meet the President of India on
Tuesday.

“We will submit a memorandum to her for
the dismissal of the Kejriwal Government
involved in corruption in Delhi,” said Bidhuri,
BJP MLA from Badarpur.

The BJP leader on September 3 said that the
ruling party has misused the Delhi Assembly and
wasted five days in Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) Vinai
Kumar Saxena bashing.

Leader of Opposition (LoP) in Delhi
Assembly Ramvir Singh Bidhuri said, “Kejriwal
is acting like Hitler. The Sheila Dikshit
Government called a special session of the
Assembly thrice in her 15-year rule.

But Kejriwal has called the session over 10
times in just seven years and used the oppor-
tunity to criticize the Centre.” he said.

The BJP leader further said that along with
the use of abusive language against L-G, the files
sent to him are not even signed by the Chief
Minister. “Cabinet notes are sent to them after
the Cabinet meeting. In view of all these illegal
activities, this Government should be immedi-
ately dismissed,” he demanded.

He said Delhi Government Minister
Satyendar Jain is in jail for more than three
months while the CBI has registered an FIR
against Sisodia in connection with irregularities
in implementation of the Excise Policy.

“The CVC has exposed the education scam
of this Government. A DTC scam and Delhi Jal
Board scam have also come to the fore. Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal neither took any action
against his tainted Ministers, nor removed them
from his Cabinet.

The Kejriwal Government is providing full
protection to corruption,” the LoP alleged.

He accused the AAP Government of
“indulging in corruption and murdering democ-
racy in Delhi by ignoring all rules and regula-
tions”. “That is why, this Government should be
dismissed.
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Adelegation of Delhi
Congress on Monday met

Delhi Police Commissioner
Sanjay Arora over the alleged
liquor scam and appealed to
him not to close the police
probe into the matter in which
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia is the main accused.

Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar, who led the dele-
gation apprised that the police
commissioner that Delhi
Congress had submitted a com-
plaint to the then police com-
missioner on June 3, 2022, con-
taining all the details about the

corruption and irregularities in
the allotment of licenses and
new liquor vends, and in the
implementation of the Liquor
Policy, in an illegal manner.

Kumar said that on the
basis of the Delhi Congress
complaint, the Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) of the
Delhi police had issued notice
to the Excise Department of the
Delhi Government, but accord-
ing to media reports, the EOW
was closing its probe into the
Liquor Scam, after the
Lieutenant Governor ordered a
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe into the liquor
scam.
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The Central
Industrial Security

Force (CISF) has begun
providing security cover
to the offices of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) in the
national Capital.

Armed contingents
of the CISF are provid-
ing protection to the
RSS office following directives to the effect by the Central gov-
ernment. The main ‘Keshav Kunj’ office located at Jhandewalan
in central Delhi and its camp office located nearby at ‘Udasin
Ashram’  have been brought under the cover of CISF beginning
September 1, officials said.

The force personnel will control the entry and exit of the two
building complexes and guards will be posted at vantage points
to secure the campus.

The cover was sanctioned by the Union Home Ministry based
on inputs shared by central intelligence agencies on the threat
to the RSS offices, official sources said.

The RSS is considered the ideological fountainhead of the
ruling BJP at the Centre.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat is already a ‘Z plus’ category pro-
tectee of the VIP security unit of the CISF. The Force also secures
the Nagpur office of the organisation as part of this security detail,
they said. As the RSS chief also works from the Delhi offices and
the re-development of the ‘Keshav Kunj’ facility is nearing com-
pletion, it was thought prudent by the security agencies to pro-
vide it with an armed cover of the CISF which has been doing
this job in Nagpur for many years, they added. 
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BJP leader Manjinder Singh
Sirsa has filed a police com-

plaint against Mohammed
Zubair, the co-founder of Alt
News website, accusing him of
spreading hate against cricketer
Arshdeep Singh and the Sikh
community with his tweet.

The player became a victim
of vicious trolling on social
media after he dropped a catch
during India’s five-wicket loss
to arch-rival Pakistan in the
Super four match of the Asia
Cup in Dubai on Sunday.

In his complaint filed at the
Parliament Street police station,
Sirsa cited a tweet by Zubair
where he had shared screen-
shots of tweets against Singh
posted on various handles.

The BJP leader claimed
that most of these tweets were
from ‘’Pakistani accounts’’ and
alleged that Zubair had acted at
the behest of “anti-national
elements”.

He demanded that an FIR
be filed against him and an
investigation launched to
unearth the conspiracy.

“Mohammed Zubair acting
in connivance with anti-nation-
al elements across the border
has cleverly taken screenshots
from Twitter of various Twitter
handles after searching with the
word- Khalistani and has then
posted a tweet at 00:05 hours
on September 5, 2022 com-

bining all these tweets,” he
alleged.

Sirsa alleged that Zubair
was “trying to portray that
such abusive and malicious
tweets were posted by Indian
Twitter handles, whereas the
reality is that most of these
Twitter accounts are Pakistani
accounts”.

He claimed some were cre-
ated just for the purpose of this
tweet, “’the sole intention
behind which was to spread
hate against a nationalist and
national level player who has
given his heart and soul play-
ing for the country and also
against the entire Sikh com-
munity.”

Zubair was arrested on
June 27 for allegedly hurting
religious sentiments through a
tweet against a Hindu deity in
2018. 

He was in custody for 24
days on allegations of hate
speech and is now out on bail.
He was released after the
Supreme Court granted him
interim bail, saying the “exer-
cise of the power of arrest
must be pursued sparingly”.
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The Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights

(DCPCR) has issued a notice to
the BJP-controlled municipal
corporation in the city on
Monday, seeking an explana-
tion within two weeks for the
poor performance of primary
schools. The commission also
said an inquiry has been
ordered into the “poor quality
of education” in the MCD
schools.

This comes after MLAs of
the ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), including the party’s
chief spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj, live-streamed their
visit to the schools on social
media platforms on Saturday,
highlighting the “poor condi-
tion” of the buildings, class-
rooms, toilets and campuses,
and slammed the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) for raising
questions on the Delhi gov-
ernment’s expenditure on the
construction of its schools.

However, the MCD denied
that the condition in its schools
is poorer than those run by the
city government after the AAP

MLAs live-streamed their poor
condition on social media.

As per the statement
released by the MCD, the learn-
ing outcome for Class 3 for the
national capital includes all
category of schools for Delhi
State. Schools included are
Private recognized,
Government aided, Central
government , State
Government which also
includes municipal schools.

“It is difficult to fathom as
to how MCD schools can be
pointed out for overall perfor-
mance of class 3 learning out-
come when it has nearly 28 per
cent of the total share of stu-
dents of Delhi State.  The
schools taken for survey under
NAS, more than 70 per cent

schools are the ones other than
MCD schools.  This fact seems
to have been overlooked by
DCPCR. The Corporation,
nonetheless, will respond to the
notice of the Commission
soon,” the statement further
read.

In a notice of inquiry, the
DCPCR, the statutory watch-
dog of the Delhi government in
matters of child rights, cited the
National Achievement Survey
(NAS) report 2021 for Class 3
to highlight the quality of
teaching and learning in the
municipal schools.

The NAS Class-3 results
paint a dismal picture of teach-
ing and learning in municipal
schools, which rank Delhi
amongst the lowest 5 per-
forming states in India,” the
notice read.

“In fact, the Class-3 results
of Municipal Corporation of
Delhi are below the national
average in all three subjects:
Language, Maths, and
Environmental Studies. The
average state score for Class 3
in language is merely 52 per
cent while the national average
is 62 per cent,” it added.
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In the wake of former Tata
Sons chairman Cyrus

Mistry’s death in a car crash,
Delhi Police took to Twitter to
urge citizens not to over-speed
and always wear seatbelts. The
police also shared a photo on
how to ensure safety during a
road accident, advising drivers
and passengers to buckle up
and open airbags in emergen-
cies.

“Don’t go fast. Fasten your
seat belt. Doesn’t matter where
you are sitting, front seats or
back seats. Wear seat belts.
Buckle up every single time!”
Delhi Police tweeted with the

hashtag Road Safety and Delhi
Police Cares.

Mistry and a co-passenger
were killed in a car crash on
Sunday. They were not wearing
seat belts, as per a preliminary
probe and over-speeding and
the “error of judgement” by the
driver caused the accident, a
police official said.

Prima facie, the luxury car
was speeding when the acci-
dent took place on Sunday
afternoon, he said. The
Mercedes car covered a dis-
tance of 20 km in just nine
minutes after crossing the
Charoti check post in
Maharashtra’s Palghar district,
120 km away from Mumbai,
the official said on Sunday
night.

According to a National
Crime Record Bureau (NCRB)
report recently, the fatalities
due to road accidents in the

national capital Delhi have
declined by 37 per cent in the
last ten years.

However, hit-and-run
cases in the city have increased
to 59 per cent last year as com-
pared to 51 per cent in 2020.
This was revealed in a report
released by the Delhi Transport
Department on road crash
fatalities.

According to the Delhi
transport department data,
there are about 69 fatal crash
spots across the city, which has

seen more than five accidents
per kilometre in the last two
years.

“Of these 69 fatal spots,
there are 17 high-risk areas
which have seen more than
seven fatal crashes. These are
Mukarba Chowk, Seelampur
Chowk, intersection of Outer
Ring Road and Wazirabad
Road near Signature Bridge,
Peeragarhi Chowk, Punjabi
Bagh Chowk, Nirankari
Chowk, Azadpur Chowk, inter-
section of GT road and
Libaspur road and Punjabi
Bagh chowk,” stated the Delhi
Transport department data.

The data also showed that
Ring Road Bypass had seen the
highest number of persons
killed per kilometer while the
Outer Ring Road and Ring
Road reported the highest
number of persons killed in
2021.
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Amassive fire was reported
at the top floor of a three-

storey commercial building in
central Delhi’s busiest and con-
gested market lanes of Chandni
Chowk. The building also col-
lapsed inward and an adjacent
building was also damaged in
the incident, however, no casu-
alty has been reported so far.

After over 11 hours, the fire
that broke out at the commer-
cial building situated near
Chandni Chowk metro station
here Sunday night was brought
under control, while the cool-
ing operations were still under-
way till Monday evening, offi-
cials said.

“There was no one trapped
inside the building as the shops
and godowns were all closed.
During the fire-fighting oper-
ation, one of the firemen sus-

tained injuries, but he is fine
now,” a senior fire official said.

During the rescue opera-
tion, the fire fighters had to
operate from the adjacent
building as a massive fire had
broken out and all the doors
and windows were completely
closed and there was no space
to move inside, the official

said.
The building comprised

of combustible materials, most-
ly clothes stuffed inside the
godowns and shops, he said.

Atul Garg, director, Delhi
Fire Service said a call about the
fire was received around 10.40
pm on Sunday.

He said six fire tenders

were rushed to the site initial-
ly. 

He said the fire call was
later upgraded to serious and
a total of 40 fire tenders were
sent to douse the flames. More
than 150 fire personnel were
deployed at the site.

Talking about the chal-
lenges faced by the fire fighters,
Garg said since the lanes in
Chandni Chowk are usually
narrow and congested, it was
difficult for the fire tenders to
enter the lanes where the build-
ing was situated.

New fire tenders had to be
brought in as there was no
source of water supply.

Finally, the source of water
was utilised from the available
connections near Chandni
Chowk metro station, he said.
The cause of the incident is sus-
pected to be electrical mal-
function, he added.
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Delhi Police has nabbed the
kingpin of the car thief

gang which had stolen 5000
vehicles from various parts of
the country since 1998. With
previous involvement in 181
criminal cases, the accused
was also notorious for smug-
gling of rhinoceros horn in the
northeastern state and he was
also actively involved in supply
of illegal arms.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Anil Chauhan (52),
resident of Khanpur Extension
and he hails from Tejpur,
Assam.

The accused was a Class-I
contractor in the Assam

Government. Later, the
Enforcement directorate raid-
ed his place and all his property
was seized and auctioned.
Later, he again started com-
mitting thefts, police said.

According to Shweta
Chauhan, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police

(DCP), Central district, due to
recent spurt in the activities of
illegal arms suppliers in central
district and Delhi, the special
staff of the central district has
been tasked to check them.

“On May 23, information
about the arrival of the most
wanted deterrent auto lifter
cum supplier of illegal arms of
India identified as Anil
Chauhan was received by the
special staff of Central District,”
said the DCP. Acting on the
information, a team was
formed which acted swiftly on
the information and accused
Anil Chauhan was arrested
with one illegal country-made
pistol, two live cartridges, and
one stolen bike, he said
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A28-year-old man who impersonated as
a serving major in Indian Army alleged-

ly raped a woman constable posted with
CISF and also cheated her of �28 lakh on
the pretext of providing jobs to her family
members in the Army and the Bihar Police.

The accused, Deepak Kumar, came in contact with the woman
through an online matrimonial portal. Kumar was arrested by
a team of Crime Branch unit from from Hazari Bagh, Jharkhand,
police said. Kumar, resident of Arwal district, Bihar, is a science
graduate. Having failed to get selected in a government job, he
started duping people to fulfil his needs, police said

According to Rajesgh Deo, Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Crime Branch, the matter came to light after the lady con-
stable working in CISF in Delhi had got registered a case under
sections 376 (rape), 506 (criminal intimidation) and 406 (crim-
inal breach of trust) of the Indian Penal Code at Bindapur police
station under Dwarka district against accused Kumar.
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The Modi Government has
decided to rename the his-

toric Rajpath and Central Vista
lawns in the national Capital as
“Kartavya Path”, on Monday.

The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has con-
vened a special meeting on
September 7 and the proposal
will be placed before the coun-
cil following a proposal from
the Centre. Rajpath was known
as Kingsway during British
Rule.

According to the vice
chairman of the NDMC, Satish
Upadhyay, the entire road and
area from the Netaji statue to

the Rashtrapati Bhavan will be
known as Kartavya Path.

“We are convening a spe-
cial meeting to discuss and
rename the Central Vista and
Rajpath stretch as Kartavya
Path on September 7. The pro-
posal is yet to come but the
meeting is being called to dis-
cuss the change in name. All
members and officials con-
cerned will participate in the
meeting,” Upadhyay said

Going by the ethos of the
Modi government to make
nomenclatures more people-
centric, the name of the road
on which the prime minister’s
residence is located was
changed from Race Course
Road to Lok Kalyan Marg in

2015, they added.
In 2015, Aurangzeb Road

was renamed A P J Abdul
Kalam Road. In 2017,
Dalhousie Road was renamed
Dara Shikoh Road. Also, Teen
Murti Teen Murti Chowk was
changed to Teen Murti Haifa
Chowk in 2018. There have
been several proposals to
rename Akbar Road, but noth-
ing has been done yet.

The redevelopment pro-
ject of the Central Vista — the
nation’s power corridor — also
envisages a new triangular
Parliament building, a common
central secretariat, a new resi-
dence of the prime minister, a
prime minister’s office, and a
new vice-president’s enclave.
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On the occasion of National
Teachers’ Day, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday announced a new ini-
tiative — PM SHRI Schools
(PM Schools for Rising India).
This will be a new centrally
sponsored scheme for upgra-
dation and development of
more than 14,500 schools
across the country by strength-
ening the selected existing
schools from amongst schools
managed by Central
Government/ State/ UT
Government/ local bodies.

“The PM-SHRI schools
will have a modern, transfor-
mational and holistic method
of imparting education.
Emphasis will be on a discov-
ery oriented, learning centric
way of teaching. Focus will also
be on modern infra including
latest technology, smart class-
rooms, sports and more,” Modi
said as he made the
announcement in a series of
tweets.

Elaborating further on
the landmark announcement,
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said,
“PM SHRI Schools will show-
case all components of the
National Education Policy 2020
and act as exemplar schools
and also offer mentorship to
other schools in their vicinity.
The aim of these schools will
not only be qualitative teaching,
learning and cognitive devel-
opment, but also creating holis-
tic and well-rounded individ-
uals equipped with key 21st
century skills.”

Pedagogy adopted in these
schools will be more experien-
tial, holistic, integrated, play/toy-
based (particularly, in the foun-
dational years) inquiry-driven,
discovery-oriented, learner-cen-
tred, discussion-based, flexible
and enjoyable. Focus will be on
achieving proficiency in learn-
ing outcomes of every child in
every grade. Assessment at all
levels will be based on concep-
tual understanding and appli-

cation of knowledge to real life
situations and will be compe-
tency-based.

These schools will be
equipped with modern infra-
structure including labs, smart
classrooms, libraries, sports
equipment, art room etc. which
is inclusive and accessible.
These schools shall also be
developed as green schools
with water conservation, waste
recycling, energy-efficient infra-
structure and integration of
organic lifestyle in curriculum.

They will provide leader-
ship in their respective regions
in providing high-quality edu-
cation in an equitable, inclusive
and joyful school environment
that takes care of the diverse
background, multilingual
needs, and different academic
abilities of children and makes
them active participants in
their own learning process as
per the vision of NEP 2020.

Interacting with the award-
ed teachers, the Prime Minister
said that India surpassing the
UK to become the world’s fifth
largest economy is “special”
because the country has left
behind those who ruled it for
250 years.

“Our new National
Education Policy is being
applauded throughout the
world. People are able to see
how India is moving in the
right direction to strengthen its
education ecosystem. 
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President Droupadi Murmu
on Monday batted for

teaching in mother tongue in
schools, saying talent develop-
ment in science, literature and
social sciences can be more
effective if taught in one’s own
language.  She recalled the
contribution of her school
teachers due to which she
became the first girl from her
village to go to college.    

She was addressing the
gathering at the National
Teachers Awards ceremony.

“Science, research and
innovation are the basis of
development in today’s knowl-
edge economy. The foundation
stone for further strengthening
India’s position in these areas
will be built through school
education. I believe develop-
ment of original talent in sci-
ence, literature, or the social
sciences can be more effective
through the mother tongue,”
she said.

“It is our mothers who
teach us the art of living in our
early lives. That is why moth-
er tongue is helpful in devel-

oping natural talent. After the
mother, the teachers carry for-
ward our education in our
lives. If teachers also teach in
their mother tongue, then stu-
dents can develop their talent
with ease. That is why in the
new National Education Policy
(NEP), emphasis has been laid
on use of Indian languages for
school education and higher
education,” Murmu added.

The president remembered
her teachers and said they not
only taught her but also gave
her love and inspiration.  “On
the strength of the guidance of
my family and teachers, I
became the first girl from my
village to attend college. I
always feel indebted to my
teachers for whatever I have
achieved in life,” she said.
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The Indian Government on
Monday slammed

Wikipedia for publishing false
information on cricketer
Arshdeep Singh’s page that
linked him to the separatist
Khalistani movement, saying
such incitement cannot be per-
mitted.

Singh faced vitriolic attacks
on social media by some users
after he dropped a crucial
catch in a thrilling Super 4 Asia
Cup clash between India and
Pakistan in Dubai on Sunday.

After the missed catch,
information on his Wikipedia
page was changed to link him
to the separatist Khalistani
movement.

Minister of State for IT
Rajeev Chandrasekhar took to
Twitter to slam such a move.

“No intermediary operat-
ing in India can permit this
type of misinformation (a)n(d)
deliberate efforts to incitement
(a)n(d) user harm - violates our
govts expectations of safe and
trusted internet,” he said.

It was also said the
Ministry of Electronics and
IT has summoned executives
from Wikipedia to explain the
false post but officials denied
any such move.

According to the edit his-
tory of the cricketer’s

Wikipedia page, an unregis-
tered user replaced the words
“India” with “Khalistan” at sev-
eral places on the profile and
his name was changed to
“Major Arshdeep Singh Bajwa”.
But the changes were reversed
within 15 minutes by
Wikipedia editors.

The slanderous linking of
him to the Khalistani move-
ment was said to have been
done by elements in Pakistan.

Big social media firms have
drawn flak in the past over hate
speech, misinformation and
fake news circulating on their
platforms. 

The government had last
year notified new IT rules to
make digital intermediaries
more accountable and respon-
sible for content hosted on
their platforms.

The rules required social
media companies to take down

contentious content quicker,
appoint grievance redressal
officers and assist in investiga-
tions.

Significant social media
intermediaries — those with
more than 50 lakh users —
have to follow additional due
diligence, including the
appointment of a chief com-
pliance officer, a nodal contact
person and a resident grievance
officer and all three officials
will have to be residents in
India.

The IT ministry, in June,
circulated the draft rules that
propose a panel to hear user
appeals against inaction on
complaints made, or against
content-related decisions taken
by grievance officers of social
media platforms.

At present, “there is no
appellate mechanism provided
by intermediaries nor is there
any credible self-regulatory
mechanism in place”, the min-
istry had said.

Several cricketers and
politicians have backed
Arshdeep Singh saying anyone
can make a mistake in a high-
pressure game.

Pakistan needed 34 runs to
win when Ravi Bishnoi came in
to bowl the 18th over.
Arshdeep dropped  a relative-
ly easy catch of Asif Ali on the
third ball of the over, which led
to a massive momentum shift
and Pakistan winning by five
wickets.
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Attributing some of the road
accidents to faulty project

reports, Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Monday stressed
that companies need proper
training for preparing detailed
project reports for construction
of highways and other roads.    

The Minister said that the
Government is encouraging
use of new technologies.

“Some DPRs (Detailed
Project Reports) prepared by
companies are worst and are
responsible for road accidents
in the country,” Gadkari,
known for his frank views, said
at an event here.

He underlined the need for
organising training programme
for companies preparing DPRs.
“Shuruwat wahan se karo. Agar
woh sudhrenege nahi, toh
poora tumhara satyanash ho
jayega (Beginning should be
made from DPR. If the com-
panies preparing DPRs do not
improve, the problem will reoc-
cur),” he said.

In a lighter vein, the min-
ister said even a new Mercedes
car in the hands of an unskilled
driver can create problems.
Gadkari emphasised on iden-
tifying reasons for delay in the
road projects as rising cost of
construction due to delay is
also an important concern.

Former Tata Sons chair-
man Cyrus Mistry was killed in
a road accident on Sunday
after his car hit a divider in
Maharashtra’s Palghar district

According to National
Crime Records Bureau data,
over 1.55 lakh lives were lost in
road crashes across India in
2021 -- an average of 426 daily
or 18 every single hour --
which is the highest death fig-
ures recorded in any calendar
year so far.

While the number of
deaths due to crashes reached
its highest last year, the num-
ber of road accidents and per-
sons injured has come down
compared to previous years, the
report of the NCRB, which
functions under the Ministry of
Home Affairs, revealed.
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With prostate cancer increasingly
becoming common among men

particularly in metros — it has moved from
being the eighth most common cancer in
males in 1990s to the third rank by
2015—the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has released a set of draft
guidelines for the management of the dis-
order that affects mainly elders above 50.

According to the Government data,
there were 37416 reported prostate cancer
cases in 2016 in India which will increase
to 41532 in 2020. Prostate cancer incidence
is expected to increase to over 47,000 cases
by 2025.

Seeking comments from the scientif-
ic community on the draft, the ICMR has
however clarified that the  ‘Draft
Consensus Document for Management of
Prostate Cancer’ represents the current

thinking of experts on the topic based on
available evidence.

“This document has been developed
by national experts in the field and does
not in any way bind a clinician to follow
this guideline verbatim. One can use an
alternative mode of therapy on the basis
of discussions with the patient and insti-
tution and national or international guide-
lines,” said the ICMR.

It also made it clear that the mention
of pharmaceutical drugs for therapy does
not constitute endorsement or recom-
mendation for use but serves as a guide for
clinicians in complex decision-making
processes.

According to a draft document which
has been prepared ‘as an outcome of
ICMR’s Subcommittee on Prostate’, cancer
appears to be a growing problem in males

in India. According to various studies, six
out of ten cases are diagnosed in men over
65, but less than 1% in men under 50.
Though uncommon, prostate cancer can
be seen in men even in their 30’s and 40’s.

As per the NCDIR database, prostate
cancer features amongst the top 10 cancers
in urban cancer registries of Bangalore,
Delhi, Bhopal and Mumbai. However, in
rural areas, it seems to be less of a men-
ace.

“Prostate cancer has moved from
being the eighth most common cancer in
males in the 1990s to being the third most
common cancer in Delhi and Mumbai by
2014. Similarly, in Bangalore, it has
become the third most common cancer
from being seventh in 1990s.

“ Prostate cancer numbers constitute
about 3% of total cancer cases in the coun-
try. Mean age of incidence of prostate can-
cer in India is 69.7 years,” as per the draft
document which gives insight of clinical
status, evidence and mode of therapy for
low risk, intermediate risk and high risk
prostate cancer for the perusal of the health
experts in the sector.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday said a five-judge

Constitution bench would con-
sider on September 7 the legal
issue concerning the scope of
legislative and executive pow-
ers of the Centre and Delhi
Government over control of
services in the national Capital.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit took
note of the submissions of
senior advocate A M Singhvi,
appearing for the Delhi gov-
ernment, that the matter be list-
ed before a bench due to some
urgency.

“I’ll have a word with
Justice D Y Chandrachud. We
will list it before a CB (consti-
tution bench) headed by Justice
Chandrachud day after tomor-
row,” the CJI said.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, said he would be seek-
ing a few days to prepare for the
case.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justice S Ravindra Bhat,
said the bench concerned

would fix the schedule of hear-
ing.

Earlier, the apex court on
August 22 had said that a five-
judge

Constitution bench head-
ed by Justice Chandrachud has
been set up to hear the legal
issue concerning the scope of
legislative and executive pow-
ers of the Centre and National
Capital Territory government
over control of services in
Delhi.

On May 6, the top court
had referred to a five-judge
Constitution bench the issue of
control of services in Delhi.

The apex court had said

the limited issue of control over
services was not dealt with by
the Constitution bench which
elaborately dealt with all legal
questions.

“The limited issue that has
referred to this Bench relates to
the scope of legislative and
executive powers of the Centre
and NCT Delhi with respect to
the term services. The
Constitution bench of this
court, while interpreting Article
239AA(3)(a) of the
Constitution, did not find any
occasion to specifically inter-
pret the impact of the wordings
of the same with respect to
Entry 41 in the State List.
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Calling them “pressure tac-
tics”, the Government on

Monday questioned in the
Supreme Court the bonafide of
the PILs filed by political lead-
ers challenging the extension of
tenure of the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) chief and the
amended law allowing such
extensions up to five years.

The top court, which fixed
as many as eight PILs, includ-
ing those filed by politicians
Randeep Singh Surjewala and
Mahua Moitra, for final dis-

posal on September 19, also
appointed senior advocate KV
Viswanathan as amicus curiae
(friend of the court) to assist it
in dealing with the pleas.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit and
Justice S Ravindra Bhat took
note of the submission of
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, that the reply of the
government was ready and
will be filed.

“I have to raise one specif-
ic issue...That is except one or
two, all the petitions have been

filed by political leaders belong-
ing to parties whose eminent
leaders are being investigated
by the agency (ED), and these
PILs are not bonafide PILs but
it’s is a pressure tactics,” the
government’s law officer said.

Senior advocate A M
Singhvi, appearing for

Surjewala, referred to the apex
court judgements and said
fixed tenures of officers like the
ED director are the “hallmark
of independence” and the fact
that an incumbent may get an
extension will “demolish” the
independence of the office.

Surjewala’s plea has chal-
lenged the amendment made
by the central government to
the fundamental concept
decided by the apex court in
two judgments in the Vineet
Narayan and the Common
Cause cases which were on
fixed tenure.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to inter-

fere with policy decisions of the
armed forces to award mainte-
nance or alimony to the
estranged wife and children
directly from the salary and
allowance of the serving per-
sonnel, saying “it is a welfare
measure meant to ensure the
spouse is not left in the 
lurch”.

Retired and serving per-
sonnel of the Army have
approached the top court say-
ing that they are aggrieved
and dissatisfied by the arbitrary
exercise of power and juris-
diction of the Army, Air Force,
and Navy, in usurping judicial
authority and proceeding to
award maintenance orders

against the personnel of the
Indian Armed forces.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hima Kohli
said, “These are all welfare
measures. Army personnel are
deployed across the country. It
is to ensure that their spouse
and children are not left in the
lurch”.

It asked the petitioners
represented through advocate
Neela Gokhale and Anannya
Ghosh to approach the Armed
Force Tribunal (AFT).

Gokhale said that the
mechanism of armed forces in
awarding this maintenance is
not uniform and is done with-
out following the guidelines
passed by this court in award-
ing maintenance and alimony
in its 2021 
verdict.
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Days after the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

‘Revdi’ jibe on political parties
offering freebees, former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Monday promised
a host of sops, including free
electricity to farmers and a lim-
ited power bills to general con-
sumers on the lines of AAP led
Delhi and Punjab
Governments, while addressing
a “Parivartan Sankalp Rally” at
Ahmedabad. 

Simultaneously, the party
also announced measures for
its mega 'Bharat Jodo Yatra'
from Wednesday stating its
objective is to ensure that the
concerns and demands of the
people reach Delhi.

A day after a huge response
from the Mehangai Par Halla
Bol rally in national Capital,
Rahul announced for a farm
loan waiver up to Rs 3 lakh to
farmers in Gujarat, LPG cylin-
der at Rs 500 instead of Rs
1,000 besides free electricity to
agriculturists if his party forms
a government in the state

where elections are due later
this year.

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal
who is trying to make major
inroads in the coastal State after
making a benchmark in Punjab
recently, too had announced
several sops and promised free-
bies if it comes to power in
Gujarat.

Rahul made a host of
promises including the cre-
ation of 10 lakh new jobs,
building 3,000 English medium
schools, free education for
girls, and a subsidy of Rs 5 per
litre to milk producers.  He also
accused the BJP government in
Gujarat of insulting the legacy

of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
who he said was the voice of
farmers in the country.

Rahul Gandhi asserted
Congress will focus on gener-
ating employment in the BJP-
ruled Gujarat and will provide
jobs to 10 lakh youth. Targeting
the ruling BJP, he said it built
the world's tallest statue of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in
Gujarat, while on the other
hand, it insulted him by work-
ing against those for whom
Patel lived and died.

Rahul Gandhi said that
Congress will grant a loan
waiver to farmers as it had done
in Chhattisgarh, Madhya

Pradesh, Punjab, and
Karnataka.  "Wherever we came
to power, we said our first job
will be to do what Sardar Patel
would have done. And here,
too, we will waive the loan of Rs
3 lakh (of farmers)," he said.

"We will open 3,000
English medium schools and
provide free education to girls.
Thousands of schools were
shut down by the BJP govern-
ment. They built the statue of
Sardar Patel and on the other
hand, shut down thousands of
schools," the former Congress
president said.

Earlier in the day, Congress
asserted that its 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra' is not a 'Mann Ki Baat' in
any manner, but its objective is
to ensure that the concerns and
demands of the people reach
Delhi. It also released the
anthem of the Yatra, that will be
launched from Kanyakumari
from September 7 with Rahul
Gandhi along with over 100
'Bharat Yatris' embarking on a
3,570 km metres journey. The
party has billed the Yatra as an
unprecedented mass contact
programme ever undertaken in
Independent India. 
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Monday said there could be no
foolproof system and that even
God could not provide a cor-
ruption-free society.

"Can you control corrup-
tion 100 per cent ... Can there
be a corruption-free system...
Even God cannot ensure a
corruption-less system... Let
alone a small human being like
me," the Chief Minister said.

Mamata was speaking in a
programme on the occasion of
Teacher' Day. During the occa-
sion, she declared that a new
chapter on 'moral character
building' would be introduced
in school syllabus.

In an apparent attempt to

distance her Government from
the recent spate of corruption
cases Mamata said, "In a big
system there is always possi-
bility of some mistakes... There
may be lapses but this does not
mean that each and every per-
son in the society is corrupt."

Under sustained attack
from the Opposition parties —

for running a 'corrupt'
Government — in the wake of
the arrest of senior Trinamool
Congress leaders like former
Education Minister Partha
Chatterjee and senior party
leader Anubrata Mondal, the
Chief Minister launched a
frontal attack against the Left
Front for destroying all docu-
mentary evidences of corrup-
tion during the Marxist period.

"There are still evidences of
some lapses (read corruption)
during our time as we have pre-
served the papers but all the
documentary evidences of the
Left period were destroyed
and so they cannot be caught,"
the Chief Minister said.

She also said a person is
not known by the property he
or she owned but the honesty

and integrity one exhibited.
"How much money one owns
is not the only identity of a per-
son. Always remember the
money you own today might
perish tomorrow. Whether I
will remain honest or not will
depend on me only. All fingers
are not the same. Just as there
are good people in society,
there are also bad people. So,
for some bad people it would
be unfair to malign the entire
society," she said.

Meanwhile in a latest
development the Enforcement
Directorate investigating the
money laundering part of the
school level recruitment scam,
on Monday arrested a char-
tered accountant who was also
involved in foreign exchange
conversion business.
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With 12-year-old Abhirami
of Pathanamthitta suc-

cumbing to dog bite on
Monday, the number of per-
sons who lost their lives in
Kerala due to bite by stray dogs
till Monday shot up to 21.

The number of persons
bitten by stray dogs in the State
during the last eight months
crossed 1,83,000, according to
the department of health,
Government of Kerala. Though
Abhirami had been given three
shots of the anti-rabies vaccine,
she did not wait for the last
dose and breathed her last at
Kottayam Medical College
Hospital.

Though most of the vic-
tims had undergone vaccina-
tion, it has not helped to bring

down the fatalities. Veena
George, Health Minister of the
State, had said that there was
nothing wrong with the vac-
cines and had blamed the vic-
tims for the mishaps.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan had himself told the
Legislative Assembly that the
vaccines administered for dog
bites need to be checked thor-
oughly and he assured the
House that an expert commit-
tee would be constituted to
check the efficacy of the vac-
cines.

Renjini Haridas, noted
media personality and an ani-
mal lover of repute blamed the
callousness of government
departments for the scenario.
“The root cause is the all round
failure in waste management.
The stray dogs survive and
multiply because of the waste
food which we throw in the
streets. There are hundreds of
unlicensed butcher shops in the
State and they throw away the
waste to the roads. What else
the dogs require?” asks Renjini
who hogged limelight through
agitations she held for animal
rights.

Renjini said till the waste
management issue remained
unresolved, Kerala would face
this situation. “I do whatever I
can do from my side but the
authorities are not helpful,”
she said.
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Torrential overnight rains
left India's IT capital strug-

gling on Monday as inundation
and water-logging threw life
out of gear, leading to a pub-
lic outpour of anger against
alleged misgovernance and the
powers that be.

As the rains brought
Bengaluru, capital city of the
poll-bound Karnataka to its
knees on Monday coupled with
traffic woes, the average
Bengalurean had a tough time
negotiating the flooded roads
and reach their respective des-
tinations. Even the airport was
not spared.

Many people took to
Twitter to air their grievances,
with a short video showing air
passengers wading through
ankle-deep water in what
seemed to be the city airport's
entrance.

Sights of traffic snarls,inun-
dation and stranded citizens
painted a stark picture of the
southern city known as the
country's IT hub, even as inflat-

able boats and tractors were
deployed to move people, espe-
cially the morning office-goers
and school students.

IT industry veteran Mohan
Das Pai uploaded a video on
Twitter, titled "Pls see in
Bengaluru," that showed a man
dressed up as Lord Ganesh and
wading through near knee-
deep water, even as vehicular
traffic was seen crawling in the
background. Cars and buses
were submerged in stagnant
water elsewhere. One Twitter
user said he was stuck for five
hours at Outer Ring Road
(ORR).

Several lakes in the city

were overflowing and stormwa-
ter drains were flooded, affect-
ing the low-lying areas where
water entered houses.

While a twitter user
blamed "massive deforesta-
tion" and road heights going
up "illegally" with "illegal" high
rises, another said the only
solution is to reclaim all lakes
and remove encroachments.

Water-logging in locali-
ties like Rainbow Drive layout
and Sunny Brooks Layout on
Sarjapur Road among others
were to such extent that trac-
tors and boats were used to
ferry students and office goers
in the morning.
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Four people, including two
women, died while over a

dozen suffered burns after a mas-
sive fire broke out in a four-storey
hotel, Lewana Suite, in the city’s
commercial hub in Hazratganj
early morning on Monday. Seven
firemen also suffered injuries in
the rescue operation.

Defense Minister Rajnath
Singh, UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak
expressed grief over the unfor-
tunate incident. After the CM
ordered a probe, a two-member
team consisting of Divisional
Commissioner Roshan Jacob
and Commissioner of Lucknow
Police SN Shiradkar was formed
on the instruction of Principal
Secretary, Home, Sanjay Prasad.
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Netaji's daughter Anita Bose
Pfaff will miss the unveil-

ing of her father's statue at
India Gate by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday,
but would like to meet the PM
to discuss "the conditions and
procedures" for bringing back
Subhas Bose's remains to India.

The nearly 80-year-old Bose
Pfaff told PTI, that she would
like the remains now kept at
Renkoji Temple in Japan, since
the plane crash at Taipei after
which Netaji died at a hospital,
to be brought back with due
honour. 

"I would like to discuss
(with the Prime Minister) the
conditions and procedures for
a return of my father's remains
," said Bose Pfaff, an economist
by profession, in a telephonic
interview with PTI.

She said that though she
had received an invitation to
attend the unveiling of Netaji's
statue, the short notice made it

difficult for her to undertake the
long distance travel from
Germany where she lives. The
statue is being unveiled at India
Gate under a canopy where
decades earlier  the image of
King George V,  against whom
he rebelled had stood.

"I would have wanted to
combine a trip to India with a
meeting with the Prime
Minister  … but I understand he
is busy at the moment. Among
other things, the Prime Minister
of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina is
on a state visit," said Bose Pfaff,
whose husband Martin Pfaff, is
a former member of the
German Parliament from the
Social Democratic Party.
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The Uttar Pradesh
Government has stepped

up its efforts for reaching out
to the minority community as
it plans to promote health and
education-related infrastruc-
ture development projects in
areas having significant Muslim
population. 

The recent victory of the
BJP in bypolls to two Lok
Sabha seats (Rampur and
Azamgarh) has added to con-
fidence of the ruling party. The
BJP wrested both the seats
with sizeable muslim popula-
tion from the Samajwadi Party.

The State Government,
with the help of the Centre, has
allocated funds to set up health
and education-related projects
in districts like Rampur,
Saharanpur, Amroha,
Bulandshahr, Hapur and
Ghazipur. All these districts
have a high Muslim population.
A medical facility will be estab-
lished in Suar in Rampur dis-
trict while a 100-bed girls’

hostel will be set up in
Bulandshahr and Saharanpur
and a medical facility centre
will be built in Hapur. Girls’
hostels and other facilities are
also proposed to be estab-
lished in some other districts.

The ruling party claimed
that the Muslim community
receives the bulk of develop-
ment and welfare programmes
of the BJP-led Central and
state governments and that
these initiatives will help in fur-
ther consolidating the goodwill.

“Development projects in
Muslim-dominated areas have
been there since 2014. These
initiatives will help further. 
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Monday

claimed that Uttar Pradesh has
emerged as a forerunner in
bringing digital revolution to
India. 

He was addressing the
‘Ashwamedh-Elara India
Dialogue 2022’ virtually from
his official residence here.
Speaking on ‘Uttar Pradesh:
Model State for Future India’,
the chief minister said UP has
stepped forward as a leader in
data collection and about 45
per cent of the total mobile
manufacturing in India is done
in the State. 

“Uttar Pradesh is a state
with limitless possibilities offer-
ing growth opportunities in all
sectors. It is emerging as a
model state for New India,” the

CM said.
Maintaining that the law

and order situation has wit-
nessed massive improvement
in the last five years, Yogi said,
“UP today has rule of law. A
dedicated single-window sys-
tem called ‘Nivesh Mitra’ has
been developed offering
numerous services to improve
the ease of doing business.
Besides, over 500 reforms have
been made in labour and
investor regulation.
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The Tourism department
has geared up to set a new

world record for lighting more
than 14 lakh diyas during
‘Deepotsav’ in Ayodhya next
month. Apart from this, 4.50
lakh diyas will be lit in 21 major
temples of Ayodhya.

The Tourism department
has asked the magistrates of all
the districts to make 10 diyas
each from their respective gram
sabhas and donate lamps. All
these diyas will be lit on the
foot of Ram on the banks of
Saryu. A Guinness Book of
World Records team will also
be present at Ram ki Paidi to
witness the world record.
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The Palghar police investi-
gating an accident on the

Ahmedabad-Mumbai highway
— in which Tata Group’s for-
mer chairman Cyrus Mistry
and fellow traveller Jehangir
Pandole were killed on Sunday
— have prima facie found that
the Mercedes car involved in
the mishap was “over-speed-
ing”, that both Mistry and
Pandole were not wearing seat
belts and that the error of
judgement on the part of the
driver led to the accident.

The footage from the
CCTV cameras installed at a
checkpost in the neighbour-
hood of the mishap site
showed that the Mercedes
GLC Sports Utility Vehicle, in
which Mistry and others were
travelling towards a check post
twenty minutes prior to the
mishap and that it had covered
a distance of 20 km in just nine
minutes after crossing the
Charoti check post.

"When we examined the
footage captured by CCTV
cameras at the Charoti check
post, we found the Mumbai-
bound car had crossed the
check post at 2.21 pm and the

accident took place 20 km
ahead," a senior police officer
said.

The car, being driven by
Mumbai-based gynaecologist
Anahita Pandole, rammed into
a road divider on the bridge
over river Surya  at Charoti
Naka, around 135 km from
Mumbai, killing Mistry (54)
and Jahangir Pandole on the
spot. Anahita (55) and her hus-
band Darius Pandole (60) were
seriously injured in the mishap.

Both the deceased Mistry
and Jehangir, who were sitting
on the backseats, were not
wearing seats at the time of
mishap. “The curtain airbags
did not open for Mistry and

Jahangir as they both were not
wearing the seat belts,” a senior
police official said.

The police said that
Anahita, who was behind the
wheels, might have lost control
of her vehicle, while overtak-
ing another vehicle at a high
speed, from the wrong side,
and hit the road divider. “Apart
from over-speeding of the
vehicle and the error of judge-
ment on the part of the driver
might have resulted in the
mishap. In addition, the
deceased were not wearing
seat belts," a police officer
said.

The bodies of Mistry and
Jahangir Pandole have been to
the state-run J J Hospital in
Mumbai for post-mortem.

Meanwhile, the injured
Pandoles - Darius and Dr
Anahita - who survived the car
crash—have been shifted from
Vapi in Gujarat to the Sir H N
Reliance Foundation Hospital
in Mumbai.  The injured have
suffered fractures and are now
stable.

In a related development,
Cyrus Mistry, a scion of the
Shapoorji Pallonji Group, will
be held here on Tuesday morn-
ing.

“It is with utmost sadness
that we announce the sudden

and untimely demise of our
beloved Cyrus Pallonji Mistry,
54. He succumbed to injuries
from an unfortunate car acci-
dent on Sunday,” the bereaved
family said in its tribute to the
departed industrialist.

Mistry is survived by his
wife Rohiqa, sons Firoz and
Zahan, mother Patsy Mistry,
sisters Laila Rustom Jehangir
and Aloo Noel Tata and broth-
er Shapoor Mistry. 

Born on July 4, 1968 in a
Parsi family from then Bombay
now Mumbai to parents
Pallonji Mistry and Pasty Perin
Dubash –both of whom
belonged to Zoroastrian faith
with roots in India, Cyrus
Mistry did Civil Engineering
from the University of London
in 1990. He later studied at
London Business School and
was awarded International
Executive Masters in
Management from the
University of London.

After his education, Mistry
joined his family construction
company Shapoorji Pallonji &
Co. Ltd as a director in 1991.
Mistry was the managing
director of the company, before
becoming the head of the
Shapoorji Pallonji Group. The
Pallonji family holds an 18.5
per cent stake in Tata Sons. 
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Sir — There is no doubt that being a teacher
is a noble profession that deserves an equal
amount of love and respect as any other pro-
fession. Teachers' Day in India is celebrat-
ed every year on September 5 to mark the
birth anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan. Born on September 5,
1888, he was a former President of India,
scholar, philosopher and Bharat Ratna
recipient. On Teachers’ Day, students across
the country pay respect and tributes to their
teachers. In some schools, special pro-
grammes are also organised to celebrate
Teachers’ Day and mark this occasion.

Teachers' Day is a reminder of the role
that teachers play in nation building by guid-
ing and educating the brightest minds of our
country. Teachers’ Day is celebrated to
acknowledge the challenges, hardships and
special roles that teachers play in our lives.
As it is rightly said that “Gurur Brahma
Gurur Vishnu, Gurur Devo Maheshwarah
| Gurur Sakshat Parambrahma, Tasmai Shri
Gurave Namah”. It means Guru is truly the
representative of Brahma, Vishnu and
Maheshwarah. He creates, sustains knowl-
edge and destroys the weeds of ignorance.
I salute all such Gurus. 

Divyansha Sharma | Ujjain
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Sir —  The Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS) started the membership enrolment
drive on Sunday where the citizens are given
an option to complete the process even
online. This process has been initiated in
view of the 2022 Mumbai civic polls.
Similarly, Shiv Sena has also started its mem-
bership drive. The MNS, which is current-
ly down, has turned towards Hindutva tak-
ers. On the other hand, Aditya Thackeray
is going place to place for public rallies.
Eventually, Shiv Sena never had a core
Hindutva agenda and that is the reason there
was no point in attacking Uddhav for aban-
doning the ideology.

On the other hand, Raj had a gift on the

platter, what is left in Hindutva for other par-
ties to cash in; he has moulded it to his
advantage by changing the symbol of his
political party, Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena. Shiv Sena’s alliance with ‘secular’ par-
ties was an experiment motivated by the
need to teach BJP a lesson. Uddhav joined
hands with Congress and NCP and was mis-
erably shunted out by power-hungry MLAs.
It is high time if both the cousins, Uddhav
and Raj, come together. It will be a very
strong force and can win any election with-
out any alliance partners.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir —  A troubling trend is the startling rise
in crimes against women. NCRB reports
reveal that Delhi is unsafest metro city for
women. Every day, acts of violence against
women, including everything from eve-teas-
ing to murder, occur. However, there are
very few cases reported, and only a small
percentage of those accused are sentenced.
The stigmatisation of sexual assault survivors

by society and its hush-hush mentality give
these offenders the motivation to commit
more crimes, raising many concerns about
how the legal system and police adminis-
tration operate. Lack of sex education, a bro-
ken justice system, condemnation of
provocative attire and a lack of public safe-
ty contribute to an increase in sexual
assault and rape-related crimes.

Fast-track courts must be used to han-
dle serious crimes against women,  To safe-
guard the safety and freedom of life of
women, the Government should enact
strong regulations and step up all necessary
efforts to combat violent crimes. We Indians
must overcome the patriarchal mindset and
raise awareness of gender equality and
women empowerment in society. It’s
unimaginable to build a progressive and
developed nation where women safety and
security is still a major concern. 

Bishal Kumar Saha | Murshidabad
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the USSR. What the Czars of
the Romanoff dynasty had
collected or conquered over
two centuries was broken like
a toy by a Communist child in
two weeks. 

On coming to power in
1985, Comrade Gorbachev
began talking of 'perestroika' or
restructuring something sim-
ilar to privatizing. He felt that
state ownership of industries or
state capitalism had failed.
But as said above, he did not
take time off to stand and stare,
contemplate the implications
as well as the possible conse-
quences of perestroika. He
was in a hurry, and being open
or in Russian called glasnost.
This combination of pere-
stroika and glasnost proved
fatal for the unity of the Soviet
Union. The four years that fol-
lowed were nothing if not
chaotic for the vast country.
Which official or citizen sup-
ported what, was not clear so
confusing was the Soviet situ-
ation. No leader rose to help
control the disorder.

The Communist sympa-
thizers explain in debacle as
the absence of democracy.
There were no elections any-
where as a result of which the
leaders were starved of genuine
feedback. When therefore the
policymakers are unaware of
what the people are thinking,
blunders are not difficult to

commit. Conversely, the peo-
ple do not know what the lead-
ers' intentions are.

Josef Stalin stumbled
along for 29 years as the
supreme leader due to sever-
al unusual reasons. His polit-
ical genius included his
understanding of Mother
Russia but also the others like
Georgia, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, and further east
the Asian territories. After the
failed regime of Czar Nicholas
II, the Bolshevik Revolution
brought hope of moderniza-
tion as well as justice for the
poorer classes, especially the
proletariat. The threat of
Hitler's Germany was fol-
lowed by World War II.
Although difficult to tell why
most of the credit for defeat-
ing Hitler went to Stalin in
popular eyes. Stalin's purges
and killings were not known
to the people until his real
successor Nikita Khrushchev
exposed them at the 20th
Congress of the Soviet
Communist Party in 1956.

The excitement or the
final blame for the Soviet
Union breaking up must go to
Mikhail Gorbachev. But the
roots were laid by the Red ide-
ology of Karl Marx. It appears
that he just did not understand
psychology. Why should any-
one work without any hope of
promotion or progress in their

career? From each according
to the ability to each accord-
ing to his need meant just that.
The needs of all are the same;
therefore they should earn
more or less the same. On the
morrow of the Revolution, the
industrialists were dispos-
sessed of their industries. Even
if we ignore the injustice, did
the Soviet regime find replace-
ments to manage the indus-
tries? No, the Party could
only offer their apparatchiks or
political workers. For all new
plants and projects started in
Stalin's time, no effort was
made to train or educate man-
agers. No, because they might
be Marxists or even loyalists.
They were suspected of being
bourgeois or petit bourgeois. 

Deng Xiaoping of China
did not make these mistakes
when he decided to liberalize
the economy after the death
of Mao Zedong. The Chinese
did not abolish religion as the
Soviets virtually did; they
converted churches, and
mosques into shops, offices,
and whatnot. But not the
Chinese who still put up tall
standing statues of Gautam
Buddha. Perhaps as a counter
to Christianity.    

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a

former member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed

are personal.)

/�'�����(.���������&����(�'��&�������##�"����!������'��&��#���88�.
��������'�*�	�������������������C���������#�S�����������������'�����

,	���H�
,����,
���,	��:
���

�����:���,	�
8�0
�,���
��
���$
�/��2

��8,�/��
,���
$	�
�

/����	�0*��,
,	�����,8�����
��
��;�,	�����


�����/;��:
$�������H�

���
����5-��2+�

�����	��,�������
���
�����&��
������

Mikhail Gorbachev's
place in the hall of
history is reserved
for altering the future

of the whole world in a matter of
six or seven years. Arguably no
other leader in history has engi-
neered such a revolution in so
short a time. His government run
by Kremlin not only redrew the
map of the Soviet Union but also
metamorphosed the political
economy of the world. The new
ideology introduced by Vladimir
Lenin in 1917 which delighted the
poor and depressed rich got
buried with the reforms of
Gorbachev by 1991. The ideolo-
gy tightly expressed was from
'each according to the ability to
each according to need'. All per-
sons are equal and therefore
should be rewarded about the
same. Those owning the mean of
production (therefore presumably
producing wealth perpetuating
inequality) should be dispos-
sessed by the State. 

In a matter of a few decades,
the poor realized that this ideol-
ogy of Karl Marx and Lenin was
instead making the poor poorer,
producing less and less wealth
and enriching only the officials or
eparchies of the Communist
Party of USSR. Gorbachev was
the first leader or President of the
Soviet Union to discover how
badly his country was doing. His
predecessors were so much out of
contact with the people that they
could not know and therefore did
nothing to salvage their country's
economy.

Gorbachev came to power (in
1985), saw, and decided to change
and change quickly. He had no
time to stand and stare to realize
how deep the malaise had gone.
Nor did have the patience of a
political doctor to visualize the
adverse reactions of his possible
remedies or the consequences of
his hurry to save the patient. He
behaved like a hospital intern in
a hurry to operate; and in the bar-
gain, amputated, if not virtually
deranged, it. European-cum-
Siberian Russia did not mind the
Asian provinces seceding from
the USSR. There was also a rush
of blood in the Kremlin hospital
which also let European
provinces like Ukraine, and
Belorussia also separate from
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In the current era, which is
defined more by technology-
led innovations (happening

almost at a break-neck speed)
than anything else, modest to
massive changes in practices
and applications across the busi-
ness spectrum are fast becom-
ing the norm.

Amidst myriads of technol-
ogy-led wonders, the application
of drones to add efficiency to the
execution of normal processes
across various domains, includ-
ing agriculture, is increasingly
gaining prominence. From a
mere hobby sport 10 years ago,
a clutch of nations, including
India, have now decided to go
full steam ahead in tapping this
application. In the non-defence
category, agriculture is slated to
lead the pack in terms of faster
adoption of drone applicability
for better results, with potential

to benefit all stakeholders in the
eco-system.

The credit for showing
immense possibilities of drones’
usage in agriculture certainly
goes to Israel. To the progressive
minds across the world, it means
large-scale or even revolutionary
changes which the technology
can deliver. Drones draw their
recently found strength by way
of becoming another major
remote sensing tool for data col-
lection. As a data gathering tool
in various spheres, it is probably
more convenient and cheaper
than a satellite imaging system. 

Drones promise to add effi-
ciency across the value chain. It
offers a host of benefits in basic
applications like spraying, drip-
ping and granule dropping. It
could be used in seeds dropping
in forestry and plantation and
induced pollination in seed pro-

duction. Among all the remote
sensing technologies, it is prob-
ably the best to provide imagery
data vis-a-vis crop field survey,
soil health, pest identification,
disease diagnosis, plant stress
and growth monitoring, yield
monitoring, etc. The data thus
gained helps regulate crop
health, crop treatment, crop
scouting, irrigation, and carry
out field soil analysis and crop
damage assessments.

The farmer can improve
production capabilities through
comprehensive irrigation plan-
ning, adequate monitoring of
crop health, increased knowl-
edge about soil health, and
adaptation to environmental
changes. On the top of it, there
are now empirical studies to
convincingly demonstrate that
the use of drones results in sig-
nificant saving in water volume,

better RoI, and safer for opera-
tors via-a-vis basic equations in
traditional manual processes. As
per some estimates, pesticide
spraying by Drone would cut
down water usage by at least
one-fifth.

The increasing adoption of
drones in agricultural practices
is also on account of the grow-
ing uncertainty vis-à-vis cli-
mate change concerns across the
planet. To deal with the changes
which climatic vagaries can
thrust upon the agriculture sec-
tor, there is a clarion call of shift-
ing to more scientific or smart
agriculture regime for better
data collection, data crunching
and timely and quick response
to any production related abnor-
mality using advanced technol-
ogy platforms like AI, IoT, data
analytics, etc. Precision farming,
or largescale technology-enabled

farming, is considered to be the
driving form of the future. And
here drones have a very vital
role to play as basic data collec-
tion agents.

In India, the story of drone
application in agriculture has
just begun and it’s today most-
ly seen by way of deployment in
spraying activities. But I reckon,
in the next three-four years,
drone usage in agriculture will
cover other elements of the
operational value chain. That
would indeed need demand for
more skilled drone operators in
the market.

A slew of policy initiatives
like Liberalised Drone Rules
2021, and announcement of
Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme for drones busi-
ness have been unveiled. They
are shaping a vibrant eco-system
of start-ups which are now

ready to carry the baton of the
Indian drone business globally.

The government’s emphasis
in promoting drone usage in our
farms also became clear when in
February, it announced a dedi-
cated Kisan Drone scheme that
offers a slew of attractive incen-
tives. These include 50 per cent
(or a maximum of Rs 5 lakh)
subsidy to SC-ST, small and
marginal farmers of northeast-
ern states, as also women, to buy
drones.

Simply put, with the increas-
ing intervention of drones in
agricultural practices, India
today is at the cusp of a very sig-
nificant technological transfor-
mation. As per a study conduct-
ed by BlueWeave Consulting, a
strategic consulting and market
research firm, Indian Agricul-
ture Drone market is forecast to
witness a four-fold increase by

2028, with a projected CAGR of
more than 25 per cent during
2022–2028.

However, India being a
‘price sensitive’ market, the
cost of drones remains a big
hurdle. An agriculture drone,
typically operated using
Internet-based smart technolo-
gies, undertaking from spraying
to monitor crop health, can cost
anywhere between �5 lakh to
�10 lakh lakh. While the
announcement of Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
for drones last September is a
step in the right direction, a lot
still needs to be done.

Drones can deliver substan-
tial value to farmers. But it is
high time to look at a larger col-
laboration among all stakehold-
ers to derive maximum benefits
out of its usage to take Indian
agriculture to a higher altitude.
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(The author is Chairman,
Dhanuka group)

�0��5��9��

����5�����$����(�� Recently, the Supreme Court in a
petition has directed the Union
Government to increase coverage
under the National Food Security

Act, 2013, (NFSA) so that “more and more
needy persons and citizens get the bene-
fit”. Under the NFSA, the Centre directs
the Food Corporation of India (FCI) and
other state agencies to procure food from
the farmer at MSP (minimum support
price) and organize its distribution to a
population of around 820 million people
(50 per cent in urban areas and 75 per cent
in rural parts) through a network of fair
price shops (FPS) at the subsidized price
(call it ‘issue price’) of �2, �3 and �1 per
kg for wheat, rice, and coarse cereals
respectively. Each person is eligible to
receive five kg of cereals per month.

As part of the Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY), the poorest of the poor
households get 35 kg of food grains per
family (@ 7 kg per person in a family of
five) each month. Launched in December,
2000, initially AAY covered 10 million
households; currently, their number is
around 24 million, which translates to 120
million persons. Thus, out of a total of 820
million beneficiaries, 120 million get 7 kg
per month, whereas the rest 700 million
get 5 kg per month. 

The present coverage is based on the
2011 Census estimates. The SC wants this
to be increased by taking into account the
population during 2021, which is expect-
ed to add another 100 million to the list
of beneficiaries, taking the grand total to
920 million.

Under the Integrated Child Develop-
ment Services (ICDS) and Mid-Day Meal
(MDM), children between the ages of 6
months and 14 years, pregnant women,
and nursing mother are entitled to meals
that adhere to specified nutritional stan-
dards. This is not all.

The Centre has also been running the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY). Under it, five kg of
rice or wheat per person per month is
given “free” to all the 820 million bene-
ficiaries under the NFSA plus one kg of
pulses per family. Launched in March
2020, the objective was to mitigate the
hardship of people due to disruption in
economic activity and loss of jobs and
income in the wake of the pandemic.

As per the original plan, the scheme
should have ended on June 30, 2020. But
it got two extensions during FY 2020-21;
two more during FY 2021-22. During the
current FY, already it has got extension till
September 30, 2022 and there is a strong
possibility of it being continued till the
year end.

In view of the waning effect of Covid,
and resurrection of economic activity
from FY 2021-22 onward, continuation of
PMGKAY beyond FY 2020-21 was total-
ly unjustified. Yet, it has stayed and is
unlikely to go away at least till the end of
FY 2023-24.
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(The author is a 
policy analyst)

All stakeholder who matter in
policy making on food viz. the
Central government, lawmake`and
even the judiciary are quick to
marshall arguments such as make
food available to the poor at an
affordable price, provide nutrition-
al security, protect the right to life
(Article 21); immunity from dis-
aster such as Covid, and so on to
justify ever expanding coverage
under the NFSA. 

What about the cost of fund-
ing it?

The excess of the MSP plus
handling and distribution cost
(H&DC) over �2/3/1 per kg for
wheat/rice/coarse cereals under the
regular NFSA multiplied by the
quantity is given as ‘food subsidy’.
Additionally, under PMGKAY,
wherein food distribution is free,
the entire cost, i.e., MSP plus
H&DC multiplied by the quanti-
ty is given as subsidy. The expens-
es incurred on schemes such as
ICDS and MDM further bloat the
subsidy budget.

All along, in the past, increas-
ing food subsidies has given pain
to our budget makers. In recent
years, however, figures under this
head have broken all records as has
been the case in 2019-20: �219,000
crore; 2020-21: �525,000 crore;
2021-22: �286,000 crore; 2022-23:
`207,000 crore (BE). The actual for
current FY is expected to be much
higher in view of the extension of
PMGKAY till the end of year.

Since 2016-17, the budgetary

position has been so tight that FCI
was once forced to borrow from
the National Small Savings Fund
(NSSF) to make up for what the
Centre couldn’t pay. At the end of
2019-20, FCI owed over �300,000
crore to NSSF. It was only in
2020-21, that the Centre made a
hefty provision to enable the for-
mer to clear all its pending dues to
the latter, besides meeting that
year’s needs.

During 2022-23, a similar sit-
uation has arisen with FCI having
to borrow, as the budget allocation
is much short of what is needed.

Already, the Centre’s debt is 60
per cent of GDP against a medi-
um-term target of 40 per cent. The
interest payments are more than a
quarter of the budget and consume
half of its net tax revenue.

The present coverage at 820
million (likely to go up to 920 mil-
lion as per SC order) is absurd.
Does India have such a gargantu-
an population which needs to be
given food virtually for free?

The answer is an emphatic ‘no’
as the Shanta Kumar committee
(2015) recommended that the
number of people eligible for sub-
sidized food under NFSA should
be cut from existing 67 per cent to
40 per cent.

Even the Niti (2021) wanted
the beneficiaries to be cut: urban
population from 50 per cent to 40
per cent; rural population from 75
per cent to 60 per cent. 

As per Shanta Kumar recom-

mendation, denying subsidy to 27
per cent or around 380 million
will result in saving of about
�64,000 crore annually
(28x5x380x12). This is based on
a person taking all of her 5 kg
monthly quota as wheat and sub-
sidy @ �28 per kg [(MSP: 20 +
HDC: 10) – issue price: 2].

Out of the remaining 440 mil-
lion (820-380), the committee felt
that only persons under AAY i.e.
120 million should be eligible to
pay �2/3/1 per kg. It wanted that
othe`or 320 million (440-120)
should pay 50 percent of the MSP
or �10 per kg of wheat. This
would yield an annual saving of
about �15,000 crore (8x5x320x12).
Asking them to pay MSP or �20
per kg can yield `35,000 crore. 

The current issue price of
�2/3/1 per kg wheat/rice/coarse
cereals was specified in the NFSA
legislation. The law enacted in
2013 had frozen these rates for
three years. Since 2016 thus, there
is no legal bar on not increasing
the price. An increase in price by
� 1 per kg can yield savings of
�5000 crore annually.

Besides, there is a huge scope
for savings by curbing pilferage.
The way forward is to discontin-
ue delivering food at �3/2/1 per kg
(given that wheat can sell for �30
in the market, even the most
honest FPS owner will be tempt-
ed to divert), and instead transfer
subsidy to the account of the
beneficiary. 
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An Israeli military body has
released a list of rules and

restrictions for foreigners want-
ing to enter Palestinian areas of
the West Bank, extending its
control of daily life and move-
ment in and out of the occupied
territory.

COGAT, the Israeli body in
charge of Palestinian civilian
affairs, stepped back from a
number of controversial restric-
tions that had appeared in a draft
of the rules published earlier this
year, such as a requirement that
people who form romantic rela-
tionships with local Palestinians
register with Israeli authorities.

But many of the changes in
the 90-page document released
late on Sunday appeared to be
largely cosmetic.

The US ambassador
expressed concern over the rules,
and critics said they merely
entrenched Israel's 55-year con-
trol over the Palestinian popu-
lation in the territory.

“The Israeli military is
proposing new restrictions in

order to isolate Palestinian soci-
ety from the outside world and
keep Palestinian families from
living together,” said Jessica
Montell, executive director of
HaMoked, an Israeli human
rights group that has challenged
the rules in court.

“In response to criticism
they have removed the most out-
rageous elements. Yet they are
keeping the basic structure of
this very invasive and harmful
procedure in place,” she added.
The rules are set to go into effect
on October 20.

The wide-ranging policy
imposes rules on foreigners who
marry Palestinians or who come
to the West Bank to work, vol-
unteer, study or teach. The rules
do not apply to people visiting
Israel or the more than 130
Jewish settlements scattered
across the West Bank. 
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Ukrainian firefighters known
for rescuing people from

buildings hit by shelling in more
than six months of war helped
a small, furry survivor this
weekend — a gray-and-white
kitten.

The rescuers, wearing full
firefighting gear, battled raging
flames and smoke to pull the kit-
ten out from under a metal chair
in the rubble of a wooden hotel-
restaurant complex hit by a
rocket in Ukraine's second-
largest city, Kharkiv, the coun-
try's emergency services said
Sunday on Facebook. Video
showed the firefighters petting
and cuddling the feline as they
carried it to safety. One used
water from a firetruck to wipe
down the kitten in his arms.

“We found a beauty,” one of
the firefighters said as the kitten
wiggled around in a colleague's
arms. Another said, “Get this
kitty some oxygen."

Ukraine's emergency ser-
vices said the kitten's paw need-
ed medical attention.

“Heroes of our time,” the
emergency services proclaimed
of the firefighters. "They protect,
work, save, treat ... And we wish
the cat a speedy recovery.”
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Canadian police searched on
Monday for two men sus-

pected of stabbing 10 people to
death in an indigenous com-
munity and a nearby town, as the
massive manhunt following one
of the nation's deadliest mass
killings entered its second day.

Authorities have said some
of the victims were targeted and
others appeared to have been
chosen at random in a series of
attacks on the James Smith Cree
Nation and in the town of
Weldon in Saskatchewan
province. They have given no
motive for the crimes, which also
left 15 people wounded — but a
senior indigenous leader sug-
gested drugs were somehow
involved.

Police believe the suspects
were last spotted around mid-
day on Sunday in the provin-
cial capital of Regina, about
335 kilometers (210 miles)
south of where the stabbings
happened. Authorities have
warned the three vast prairie
provinces of central Canada —
which also includes Manitoba

and Alberta — to be on alert,
and U.S. Border officials have
been contacted.

With the suspects at large,
fear continued to grip commu-
nities in the rural, working
class area of Saskatchewan sur-
rounded by farmland that were
terrorised by the crimes. One
witness who said he lost fami-
ly members described seeing
people with bloody wounds
scattered throughout the
Indigenous reserve.

“No one in this town is ever
going to sleep again. They're
going to be terrified to open their
door,” said Ruby Works, who also
lost someone close to her and is
a resident of Weldon, which has
a population of about 200 and is
home to many retirees.
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Chris Chen, a former captain in Taiwan's
military, spent a lot of time waiting dur-

ing his weeklong training for reservists in
June. Waiting for assembly, waiting for lunch,
waiting for training, he said.

The course, part of Taiwan's efforts to
deter a Chinese invasion, was jam-packed
with 200 reservists to one instructor.

“It just became all listening, there was
very little time to actually carry out the
instructions,” Chen said.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has under-
scored the importance of mobilizing civil-
ians when under attack, as Ukraine's reserve
forces helped fend off the invaders. Nearly
halfway around the world, it has highlight-
ed Taiwan's weaknesses on that front,
chiefly in two areas: its reserves and civil-
ian defense force. 

While an invasion doesn't appear immi-
nent, China's recent large-scale military exer-
cises in response to a visit by US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan have made

the government in Taipei more aware than
ever of the hard power behind Beijing's
rhetoric about bringing the self-ruled island
under its control.

Experts said that civilian defense and
reserve forces have an important deterrent
effect, showing a potential aggressor that the
risks of invasion are high. Even before the
invasion of Ukraine in March, Taiwan was
working on reforming both. The question
is whether it will be enough.

Taiwan's reserves are meant to back up

its 188,000-person military, which is 90 per
cent volunteers and 10 per cent men doing
their four months of compulsory military
service. On paper, the 2.3 million reservists
enable Taiwan to match China's 2 million-
strong military. 

Yet, the reserve system has long been
criticised. Many, like Chen, felt the seven
days of training for the mostly former sol-
diers was a waste of time that did not pre-
pare them well enough. 

The number of combat-ready reservists
— those who could immediately join front-
line battles — is only about 300,000, said
Wang Ting-yu, a lawmaker from the gov-
erning Democratic Progressive Party who
serves on the defense committee in the leg-
islature.

“In Ukraine, if in the first three days of
the war it had fallen apart, no matter how
strong your military is, you wouldn't have
been able to fight the war,” Wang said. “A
resilient society can meet this challenge. So
that when you are met with disasters and
war, you will not fall apart.”
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At least four civilians were
killed and seven others

were wounded by Russian
shelling in the past 24 hours
across several regions of
Ukraine, Ukraine's presidential
office said Monday.

Most of the casualties were
in the eastern Donetsk region,
where three people were killed
and four were wounded. A
large chunk of Donetsk is held
by Russia-allied separatists.

In the Kharkiv region, fur-
ther north, three people were
wounded when a rocket hit a
residential building, the presi-
dent's office said.

Russian shells struck more
than a dozen residential build-
ings along with a school, cafes
and stores as the war stretched

into its seventh month.
At the same time, a coun-

teroffensive by Ukrainian
forces “is making verifiable
progress in the south and the
east” of the country, the
Washington-based Institute for
the Study of War said.

“The pace of the coun-
teroffensive will likely change
dramatically from day to day as
Ukrainian forces work to starve
the Russians of necessary sup-
plies, disrupt their command
and control, and weaken their
morale even as counteroffen-
sive ground assaults continue,”
the institute said late Sunday.

It predicted that Russian
forces will launch “fierce
artillery and air attacks” against
the advancing Ukrainian
troops and on any areas they
liberate. 
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Tension still gripped
Europe's largest nuclear

plant Monday, a day before
U.N. Inspectors were due to
report on their efforts to avert
a potential disaster at the
Ukrainian site that has been
engulfed by Russia's war on its
neighbor.

The Russian military
accused Ukrainian forces of
staging “provocations” at the
Zaporizhzhia plant, which lies
within a Russian-installed
administrative area.

Russia's Defense Ministry
claimed that Kyiv's forces on
Sunday targeted the territory of
the plant with a drone, which
it said Russian troops were able
to shoot down. 

The ministry said
Ukrainian troops also shelled
the adjacent city of Enerhodar
twice overnight.

The two sides have traded
accusations about endangering
the plant, which the Kremlin's
forces have held since early
March. The plant's Ukrainian
staff continue to operate it.

In a perilous mission,
experts with the International
Atomic Energy Agency trav-
eled through the war zone to
reach the plant last week.

Four of six U.N. Nuclear
agency inspectors have com-
pleted their work and left the
site, Energoatom, Ukraine's
state nuclear power plant oper-
ator, said Monday.

Two of the experts are
expected to stay at the plant on

a permanent basis, Energoatom
said.

The U.N. Inspectors are
scheduled to brief the Security
Council on Tuesday about what
they found out on their visit.

The plant is largely crip-
pled, amid a grinding war that
has clobbered energy markets.

A prominent Ukrainian
nuclear expert said Monday

that only a demilitarized zone
of at least 10 kilometers (6
miles) around the plant could
ensure its safety.

Hryhoriy Plachkov,
Ukraine's former head of
nuclear inspections, said he
also feared for the morale and
mental state of his countrymen
working there.

Elsewhere, the fighting

raged on for a seventh month,
with Ukraine's presidential
office saying Monday at least
four civilians were killed and
seven others were wounded by
Russian shelling in the previous
24 hours across several regions
of Ukraine.

Most of the casualties were
in the eastern Donetsk region,
where three people were killed
and four were wounded. A
large chunk of Donetsk is held
by Russian-allied separatists.

In the Kharkiv region, fur-
ther north, three people were
wounded when a rocket hit a
residential building, the presi-
dent's office said.

Russian shells struck more
than a dozen residential build-
ings along with a school, cafes
and stores, Ukraine said.

Meanwhile, a counterof-
fensive by Ukrainian forces “is
making verifiable progress in
the south and the east” of the
country, the Washington-based
Institute for the Study of War
said.

“The pace of the coun-
teroffensive will likely change
dramatically from day to day as
Ukrainian forces work to starve
the Russians of necessary sup-
plies, disrupt their command
and control, and weaken their
morale even as counteroffen-
sive ground assaults continue,”
the institute said late Sunday.

It predicted that Russian
forces will launch “fierce
artillery and air attacks” against
the advancing Ukrainian
troops and on any areas they
liberate.
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ceptable.” He told reporters
during his daily press confer-
ence call that “now the main
thing that needs to be done is
to get information from the
ground about what happened
to our diplomatic representa-
tives.”

Russia's Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said the
embassy has enhanced its
security in the wake of the
attack, and that “additional
forces of the Taliban authori-
ties,” including the Taliban-run
intelligence service, were
brought in. 

“Let's hope that the orga-
nizers of this terrorist act and

its perpetrators will be pun-
ished,” Lavrov said.

The Russian Foreign
Ministry said the explosion
went off right outside the
entrance to the embassy's con-
sular section. “An unknown
militant set off an explosive
device,” the ministry said. “As
a result of the attack, two
members of the diplomatic
mission were killed, and there
are also casualties among
Afghan citizens.”

Khalid Zadran, a
spokesman for the Kabul
police chief, said at least one
civilian was killed and that 10
others were wounded. 
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Asuicide bombing outside the
Russian Embassy in the

Afghan capital of Kabul on
Monday killed two members of
the embassy staff and at least one
Afghan civilian in what Moscow
denounced as an “unacceptable
terrorist act.”

The blast went off at the
entrance to the embassy's con-
sular section where Afghans
were waiting for news about
their visas, according to the
Russian Foreign Ministry and
the state news agency RIA
Novosti. A Russian diplomat
had emerged from the building
to call out the names of candi-
dates for visas when the explo-
sion occurred, the agency said.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the
blast, the latest in a series of
attacks since the Taliban seized
power a year ago, deposing a
Western-backed government
and capping their 20-year insur-
gency.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov called the explosion “a
terrorist act, absolutely unac-
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Reacting to the UN Human
Rights Commission slam-

ming China’s policies against
Uyghurs, the East Turkistan
Republican Party, a political out-
fit raising the atrocities against
the community, has claimed
that China’s aggressive imperi-
alism impacts the global com-
munity and should be called out
for what it is.

It called on the UN to grant
observer status for Uyghurs and
other people from East
Turkestan, a necessary first step
to counterbalance Beijing’s
aggression. Beijing refers to East
Turkistan as The independence
of East Turkistan (Xinxiang) is
the only way to end the genocide
at the hands of the Chinese
authorities, it asserted.

The Belgium-headquartered
East Turkistan Republican Party
aims to establish an independent,
culturally diverse, self-governed
East Turkistan Republic through
non-violent means, where
democracy and the United
Nations Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (1948) are fully
implemented.

Taking a swipe at the UN
over delays in publishing the

report on Uyghurs, the Party
said, “The repeated delays of the
report itself have cost Uyghurs
their lives, terrorized their fam-
ilies and denied justice to them.
The resulting watered down
report, which hides behind
euphemism and compromise
language, is both an insult to
China’s victims, and an accesso-
ry to Beijing’s policies.”

“China is buying time for the
complete eradication of the peo-
ple and culture of East Turkistan.
It is using all means it has at its
disposal to do this, including dis-
information, threats against the
lives of families, and malign
political influence to the end. No
one questions that China has the
capability to use such tech-
niques, and the delayed UN
report reflects Beijing’s pres-
sure,” it said.
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China has locked down 65
million of its citizens under

tough Covid-19 restrictions
and is discouraging domestic
travel during upcoming nation-
al holidays.

Across the country, 33 cities
including seven provincial cap-
itals are under full or partial
lockdown covering more than
65 million people, according to
a tally published late Sunday by
the Chinese business magazine
Caixin.

It said that outbreaks have
been reported in 103 cities, the
highest since the early days of
the pandemic in early 2020. 

Despite a relatively low
number of infections, authori-
ties have adhered to a “zero-
COVID” policy requiring lock-

downs, quarantines and the
confining of people suspected
of being in close contact with
any confirmed case. 

China recorded 1,552 new
cases in the latest 24-hour peri-
od across a nation of 1.4 billion

people, the National Health
Commission reported Monday. 

Most of the 21 million peo-
ple in the southwestern city of
Chengdu are confined to their
apartments or residential com-
plexes, while in the eastern port

city of Tianjin, classes have ben
moved online after 14 new
cases were reported, all but two
showing no symptoms. 

Chengdu lifted the lock-
down for about 1 million peo-
ple in Qionglai city and Xinjin
district, two areas in its south-
west. Three more rounds of
mass testing are being held
through Wednesday. And
schools remain closed with all
classes online. 

Sept. 10-12 is China's mid-
autumn festival, the country's
second-most important holiday
after the Lunar New Year. The
anti-virus measures have taken
a major toll on the economy,
travel and society in general, but
China's ruling Communist
Party says they are necessary to
prevent a wider spread of the
virus, first detected in the cen-

tral Chinese city of Wuhan in
late 2019. 

The fear of being caught in
a lockdown or sent to a quar-
antine facility for even being in
proximity with a person who
tested positive has severely con-
strained people's work, social-
izing and travel habits. 

Since the outbreak began,
China has placed tens of mil-
lions of people under lock-
downs that have been strictly
enforced, sometimes preventing
residents from obtaining food,
health care and basic necessi-
ties. 

A more than five-week clo-
sure of Shanghai, China's largest
city and key financial hub, in
the spring upended the local
economy, prompted protests
and led to an exodus of foreign
residents. 
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UK foreign secretary Liz
Truss defeated Indian-
origin former chancellor

Rishi Sunak to be named the
winner of the Conservative
Party leadership contest on
Monday and will now go on to
formally take charge as British
Prime Minister as Boris
Johnson's successor.

The 47-year-old senior
Cabinet minister was widely
expected to become the third
female British Prime Minister
after over 170,000 online and
postal votes cast by Tory mem-
bers, ending Sunak's historic run
as the first member of
Parliament of Indian heritage to
compete for the top job at 10
Downing Street. 

Truss polled 81,326 votes,
compared to Sunak's 60,399 in
an election with a high turnout
of 82.6 per cent, with 654 reject-
ed ballots from a total of 172,437
eligible Tory voters. It means
Truss won by a comfortable
margin, but her victory was
slimmer than in other recent
Tory leadership contests at 57.4
per cent to Sunak's 42.6 per cent
– reflecting a divide within the

governing party.
Sunak, 42, soon took to

Twitter to call for party unity:
“Thank you to everyone who
voted for me in this campaign.
I've said throughout that the
Conservatives are one family.  

"It's right we now unite
behind the new PM, Liz Truss,
as she steers the country through
difficult times."

In her acceptance speech,
Truss declared: "We will deliver,
we will deliver, and we will deliv-
er." 

"I will deliver on the ener-
gy crisis, dealing with people's
energy bills but also dealing with
the long-term issues we have on
energy supply," she said, with ref-
erence to the key issue domi-
nating the leadership campaign
which she dubbed "one of the
longest job interviews in histo-
ry". 

After thanking her fellow
finalist Sunak, Truss also paid
tribute to outgoing leader
Johnson.

"Boris, you got Brexit done,
you crushed [Opposition
Labour ex-leader] Jeremy
Corbyn, you rolled out the vac-
cine and you stood up to
Vladimir Putin. You are admired

from Kyiv to Carlisle," she said,
to a rather muted response from
her party colleagues gathered for
the announcement.

And, her reference to a
Tory victory under her leader-
ship in 2024 will be seen as a sign
of ruling out the prospect of an
early general election.

The result was formally
announced by the returning
officer of the leadership contest
and chair of the Conservative
Party's powerful 1922
Committee of backbench MPs,
Sir Graham Brady, at the Queen
Elizabeth II Centre near
Downing Street in London. 

However, for pollsters, polit-
ical analysts and media outlets
it came as little surprise as Truss
had been the frontrunner to beat
42-year-old Sunak in pre-poll
surveys and bookmaker odds on
the race.

A combination of the Tory
membership base's lingering
loyalty towards outgoing Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, whom
they see as being betrayed by for-
mer close ally Sunak, and Truss'
pledge to cut taxes are among
the key factors behind the British
Indian MP failing to clinch the
race.
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The death toll from a measles
outbreak in Zimbabwe has

risen to almost 700 children,
the country's health ministry
has said. Some are calling for
the enactment of legislation to
make vaccination mandatory
in a country where anti-mod-
ern medicine religious sects
hold sway on large swathes of
the population of 15 million
people.

The southern African
country's health ministry
announced at the weekend
that 698 children have died
from measles since the out-
break started in April.

The ministry said 37 of the

deaths occurred on a single day
on September 1. The health
ministry said it had recorded
6,291 cases by September 4.

The latest figures are more
than four-times the number of
deaths announced about two
weeks ago when the ministry
said 157 children, most of
whom were unvaccinated due

to their family's religious
beliefs, had succumbed to the
disease.

Dr. Johannes Marisa, the
president of the Medical and
Dental Private Practitioners of
Zimbabwe Association, told
The Associated Press on
Monday that the government
should escalate an ongoing
mass vaccination campaign
and embark on awareness pro-
grams targeted especially at
anti-vaccine religious groups.

“Because of the resistance,
education may not be enough so
the government should also
consider using coercive mea-
sures to ensure that no one is
allowed to refuse vaccination for
their children,” said Marisa.
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Sri Lanka will oppose a new
resolution on its human

rights accountability, especially
an external investigation mech-
anism, at the UN Human Rights
Council session getting under-
way this week, Foreign Minister
Ali Sabry said here on Monday.

Sabry told reporters that Sri
Lanka was not agreeable to an
external mechanism to investi-
gate human rights abuses as it
would be a violation of the
country's Constitution.

Sabry, commenting upon
the 51st sessions of the UN
human rights council to be held
from September 12 to October
7 in Geneva, said the Minister of
Justice Wijeyedasa Rajapakshe
would represent the govern-
ment at the sessions.

“We will oppose the human
rights commission investiga-
tion mechanism as it is against
our Constitution," he told

reporters. The UN high com-
missioner of human rights is on
Wednesday expected to release
her report on Sri Lanka, includ-
ing the options for accountabil-
ity under the HRC resolution
number 46/1 of 2021.

Sabry said Sri Lanka was
adopting a policy of engagement
on rights accountability bilater-
ally and multilaterally and was
looking for a lasting solution.

A possible draft resolution
on Sri Lanka is expected to be
presented on September 23.
This would be followed by a vote
among the member states on the
new draft resolution on October
6.

The UN rights body since
2013 has adopted resolutions
calling for rights accountability
for war crimes blamed both on
the government troops and the
LTTE group that ran a violent
campaign to create a separate
state for the Tamil minority in
the north and east regions.
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The German and Israeli pres-
idents are to join relatives of

the 11 Israeli athletes killed in
the attack by Palestinian mili-
tants on the 1972 Munich
Olympics to mark the 50th
anniversary on Monday, days
after an agreement that ended
a long dispute over compensa-
tion.

Monday's ceremony takes
place at the Fuerstenfeldbruck
airfield outside Munich, the
scene of a botched rescue
attempt in which nine of the
Israeli athletes, a West German
police officer and five of the
assailants were killed.

Last week's agreement
headed off a threatened boycott
of the anniversary event by rel-
atives of the slain athletes. They
will receive a total of 28 million
euros (dollars) in compensa-
tion, a significant increase from
the initial 10 million-euro offer.

As part of the agreement,
Germany has agreed to
acknowledge failures by author-
ities at the time and to allow
German and Israeli historians
to review the events surround-
ing the attack.
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The United States military
said Monday it flew a pair of

nuclear-capable B-52 long-dis-
tance bombers over the Middle
East in a show of force, the lat-
est such mission in the region as
tensions remain high between
Washington and Tehran.

The bombers took off from
the Royal Air Force base at
Fairford, England, and flew over
the eastern Mediterranean, the
Arabian Peninsula and the Red
Sea on Sunday in training mis-
sions together with Kuwaiti and
Saudi warplanes, before depart-
ing the region. 

“Threats to the U.S. And our
partners will not go unan-
swered.,” Lt. Gen. Alexus
Grynkewich, the top U.S. Air
Force officer in the Middle East
said in a statement. “Missions
like this ... Showcase our ability

to combine forces to deter and,
if necessary, defeat our adver-
saries.”

Although the U.S. Military's
Central Command did not
mention Iran, Washington has
frequently dispatched B-52
bombers to the region as hos-
tilities simmered between the
U.S. And Iran. The last such fly-
over was in June. 

Iran's regional foe, Israel,

also joined in the multination-
al mission. Though unac-
knowledged by the U.S., three
Israeli F-16 fighter jets accom-
panied the American bombers
“through Israel's skies on their
way to the (Persian) Gulf,” the
Israeli military said, describing
the country's cooperation with
the U.S. Military as key to
“maintaining aerial security in
Israel and the Middle East.”
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US President Joe Biden is
making his third trip to

Pennsylvania in less than a
week and returning just two
days after his predecessor,
Donald Trump, staged his own
rally there — illustrating the
battleground state's impor-
tance to both parties as Labour
Day kicks off a nine-week
sprint to crucial midterm elec-
tions.

Trump spoke Saturday
night in Wilkes-Barre, near
Scranton, where Biden was
born. The president made his
own Wilkes-Barre trip last
week to discuss increasing
funding for police, decry GOP
criticism of the FBI after the
raid on Trump's Florida estate
and to argue that new, biparti-
san gun safety measures can
help reduce violent crime.

Two days after that, Biden
went to Independence Hall in
Philadelphia for a prime-time
address denouncing the
“extremism” of Trump's fiercest
supporters.

On Monday, he's attending
Labour Day festivities in
Milwaukee, in another key
swing state, Wisconsin, before
traveling to Pittsburgh for that

city's parade.
The White House says

Biden will celebrate “the dignity
of American workers". The
unofficial start of fall, Labour
Day also traditionally kicks
off political crunch time, with
campaigns scrambling to excite
voters ahead of Election Day on
November 8.

That's when control of the
House and Senate, as well
some of the country's top gov-
ernorships, will be decided.

Trump has endorsed can-
didates in key races around the
country and Biden is warning
that some Republicans now
believe so strongly in
Trumpism that they are willing
to undermine core American
values to promote it.
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West Bengal has been adjudged as
the "Best Destination for

Culture" by a global organisation of
travel writers , Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said on Monday. 

The award will be conferred at the
World Tourism and Aviation Leaders'
Summit in Berlin on March 9, 2023,
the chief minister said. 

"I am proud to announce that
Pacific Area Travel Writers
Association, an affiliate of the UN
World Tourism Organisation, will
confer WB with the International
Travel Award 2023, for Best
Destination for Culture," Banerjee
tweeted.
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India's services sector activ-
ity witnessed a sharp upturn
in August on the back of

stronger gains in new business,
ongoing improvements in
demand conditions and job
creation, a monthly survey
said on Monday.

The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India Services PMI
Business Activity Index rose
from July's four-month low of
55.5 to 57.2 in August, amid a
quicker upturn in business
activity and the sharpest rise in
employment for over 14 years.

For the thirteenth straight
month, the services sector wit-
nessed an expansion in output.
In Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI) parlance, a print above
50 means expansion, while a
score below 50 denotes con-
traction.

"The pick-up in growth

stemmed from a rebound in
new business gains as firms con-
tinued to benefit from the lift-
ing of COVID-19 restrictions
and ongoing marketing efforts,"
said Pollyanna De Lima,
Economics Associate Director at
S&P Global Market Intelligence.

Forecasts regarding the
year-ahead outlook for output

were revised higher, with opti-
mism at its greatest degree
since May 2018.

"Services companies expect
output growth over the coming
12 months, with sentiment ris-
ing to its highest level in over
four years. Optimism was cen-
tred on forecasts of ongoing
improvements in demand and

planned marketing," the survey
said.

On the employment front,
the combination of strong sales
and upbeat growth projections
underpinned a substantial
increase in payroll numbers
across the service sector.

"The rate of job creation
picked up to the strongest in
over 14 years. Employment
trends improved in each of the
four monitored sub-sectors,"
the survey said.

Lima further noted that
"with demand showing con-
siderable resilience, service
providers maintained a degree
of pricing power and lifted
selling prices amid the trans-
fer of cost increases to cus-
tomers.

"While the rate of charge
inflation was broadly similar to
July, there was a considerably
softer upturn in input costs. The
latter rose at the weakest pace

in close to a year," Lima said.
The Reserve Bank of

India's Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), at its meet-
ing from August 3-5, had
decided to increase the bench-
mark lending rate by 50 basis
points to 5.40 per cent.

As per the minutes of its
recent policy meeting, with
the price situation remaining 
at "unacceptably and uncom-
fortably" high level, members of
the RBI's MPC underlined the
need for preventing upward
drift of inflation and bringing
it down to the target band.

The next meeting of the
MPC is scheduled for
September 28-30, 2022.

Meanwhile, the S&P
Global India Composite PMI
Output Index -- which mea-
sures combined services and
manufacturing output -- rose
from 56.6 to 58.2, indicating a
sharp pace of expansion.
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Tata Motors on Monday said
it is expecting the

Commercial vehicles industry
to perform well this fiscal after
two years of downturn, with an
upturn in demand across all
segments.

Moreover, consumption is
also witnessing continuous
growth leading to good
demand conditions, Tata
Motors executive director,
Girish Wagh said at the launch
of a range of trucks here.

Along with the launch of
the country's first CNG-pow-
ered Medium and Heavy
Commercial Vehicle
(M&HCV) range of trucks,

the company also rolled out a
new series of advanced inter-
mediate and light commercial
vehicle (I&LCV) tippers and
trucks.

Besides, it also introduced
Advanced Driver Assistance
System (ADAS) and new fea-
tures in its range of Prima,
Signa and Ultra trucks.

After two years of down-
turn in the commercial vehicle
industry, the previous fiscal
logged 22 per cent volume

growth over FY21, said Wagh.
"The CV industry seems to

be on an upside now. Various
indicators such as fleet utilisa-
tion or freight rates or even the
transporters confidence index
that we track every quarter,
seem to be doing pretty well,"
he said. He noted that the
government's push for infra-
structure is creating good
demand for tipper trucks.

The bus segment, which
saw a low (in terms of volumes)
FY20 and FY21, saw good
demand coming in from the
school segment towards the
end of the second quarter of the
previous fiscal and also a good
beginning in the employee
transport segment.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday said

windfall tax on petroleum products,
crude is not ad hoc, but being
charged in regular consultation with
the industry.

Addressing an event organized
online, the minister said it is unfair
to call windfall tax as ad hoc, because
the tax rate and its resetting are done in com-
plete consultations with the industry. "The very
idea was implemented after taking the indus-
try into full confidence," she said at a function
organized by Elara Capital.

"When we suggested the idea we had told
the industry that the tax rate will be reviewed
every 15 days and we have been doing that,"
Sitharaman said. On bond inclusion in global
index, the minister said many things have

changed since the pandemic, espe-
cially in terms of inflows.

Mostly, fund inflows have not
been as expected, which of course is
mostly due to the pandemic, she said,
adding "however, I expect a logical
conclusion to this sooner."

On whether the government is
planning to increase the tax-GDP
ratio which is only about 10 now, she
said, widening tax base is an issue

that needs a lot of consultations and analysis,
though the increasing number of income tax fil-
ings gives me some clue on the possibility of
widening it.   "But we want to ensure that as and
when it is done it looks reasonable and tech-dri-
ven," she said. On the next 25 years of reforms
and growth, she said by the time India celebrates
the first centenary of independence, "we will
have to reset lots of things so that we become a
developed nation by then”.
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The Maharashtra State Bank
Employees Federation (MSBEF)

on Monday opposed 'loan melas'
organised by state-owned banks, say-
ing that credit granted without much
diligence at such events lead to pile-
up of non-performing assets.

Such 'melas' add to the retail
Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) for the
lenders as the loans are granted with-
out much diligence, MSBEF said in a

statement.
The statement comes on a day

when Union minister of state for
finance Bhagwat Karad is attending
one such mela in Maharashtra's
Aurangabad, where public sector
lenders are targeting to distribute Rs
2,900 crore of loans.

Stating that past experience sug-
gests borrowers stop repayments for
such loans, the MSBEF said, no polit-
ical party helps in the loan recovery
process.

"…The same political parties
demand for waiver of those loans so
as to appease voters" during elections,
it said, adding that such events vitiate
the recovery atmosphere.

Public sector banks are put into
crisis through NPAs, and the same is
used for pushing privatisation of the
lenders, it said.

The union said there is a need for
"genuine autonomy" to be given to
such lenders.

"Government, being owner of

public sector banks, should give the
direction to public sector banks.
Government should address policy
issues such as effective legal structure
for recovering overdues, timely
appointment of board of directors etc,"
it said. 

It should also ensure recruitment
of adequate number of staff in banks,
minimal service charges for customers
and adequate and timely credit is given
to small and medium farmers as well
as industries. 
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Equity benchmark Sensex
rallied nearly 1 per cent to

re-visit the 59,000-mark on
Monday, propelled by sharp
gains in metal, banking and
capital goods stocks amid a
weak trend in global
equities. 

In a largely range-bound
trade, the BSE benchmark rose
442.65 points or 0.75 per cent
to settle at 59,245.98. During
the day, it jumped 504.92 points
or 0.85 per cent to 59,308.25.

The NSE Nifty advanced
126.35 points or 0.72 per cent
to 17,665.80.

Intense buying in index
majors Reliance Industries,
Sun Pharma and ITC and an
appreciating rupee also bol-
stered the sentiment, traders
said.

Sun Pharma was the
biggest gainer in the Sensex
pack, rising 1.81 per cent, fol-
lowed by ITC, NTPC, RIL,

Larsen & Toubro, Tata Steel,
HCL Technologies and ICICI
Bank.    

In contrast, HUL, Asian
Paints, PowerGrid, Wipro,
UltraTech Cement and Nestle
were the laggards, slipping up
to 1.51 per cent.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.89 per cent and the midcap
index gained 0.46 per cent.

Among the BSE sectoral
indices, metal jumped 2.04 per
cent, capital goods (1.07 per
cent), telecom (0.93 per cent),
basic materials (0.91 per cent),
bank (0.89 per cent), realty
(0.73 per cent), and finance
(0.71 per cent).

"It was a surprising bullish
start for the week for the
benchmark Nifty as bulls
remained in total control
shrugging off weak global cues,
oil rising ahead of OPEC meet
and, most importantly, the US
Dollar Index scaling a fresh
multi-decade high near 110.00.
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HAL-L&T consortium has
bagged a Rs 860 crore

contract for end-to-end real-
isation of five Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicles (PSLV) over
a period of four years from the
NewsSpace India Limited
(NSIL). 

The contract papers were

exchanged on Monday
between HAL-L&T and NSIL
during the inaugural session
of the seventh 'Bengaluru
Space Expo 2022' at the
Bangalore International
Exhibition Centre (BIEC),
Bengaluru-headquartered
HAL said in a statement. 

Over the years, ISRO's
PSLV, has successfully per- formed more than 52 suc-

cessful flights and the vehicle
has since attained its opera-
tional status, it said. 

ISRO formed a separate
entity NSIL with the primary
mandate of enabling Indian
industries to scale up high-
technology manufacturing
and production base for meet-
ing the needs of the Indian
space programme, the state-

ment said.
"As part of its mandate,

NSIL had invited Expression
of Interest (EoI) on August 16,
2019, for realisation of five
PSLV-XL Launch Vehicles by
the Indian industry. Based on
competitive bidding, HAL-
led consortium emerged as
the successful bidder", it was
stated. 
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In her first visit to India, European
Commissioner for Energy Kadri

Simson will be in the country from
September 7-8 to explore means to
boost two-way energy cooperation.

The European Union said
Simson's visit to Delhi signals the
grouping's strong engagement with
India in the area of energy.

The 27-nation EU and India have
robust cooperation in the fight against
climate change and biodiversity loss.

Simson said as the world faces an
energy crisis and climate change
challenge, India, with its vast renew-
able resources, has a strategic role to
play in the clean energy transition.

The EU and India established a
'Clean Energy and Climate

Partnership' in 2016 and have been
working closely together on clean
energy transition, speeding up the
deployment of renewable energy,
promoting energy efficiency, collab-
orating on smart grid and storage
technology and modernising the elec-
tricity market.

Commissioner Simson will hold
bilateral meetings with relevant Indian
ministers, officials of the International

Solar Alliance and other key stake-
holders.

The EU said the discussions will
focus on stepping up EU-India coop-
eration for a "greener" energy mix in
the area of green hydrogen, energy
efficiency, renewable energy, offshore
wind, grid integration, smart grids,
storage, power market design and sus-
tainable financing among others.

"I am looking forward to my visit,
taking place shortly after the G20
energy transition ministers' meeting
in Indonesia," Simson said.

"We are facing a global energy cri-
sis, as well as the enormous challenge
of climate change. ''The clean energy
transition provides a key to address-
ing both, and with its vast renewable
resources, India has a strategic role to
play," she said.
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The rupee appreciated 5 paise to
79.82 against the US dollar in

early trade on Monday in line with
a positive trend in domestic 
equities.

Forex traders said the rupee is
trading in a narrow range as the
strengthening of the American cur-
rency in the overseas market and ris-
ing crude oil prices are weighing on
investor sentiment.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at 79.84
against the  dollar and touched 79.82
in initial deals, registering a gain of
5 paise over the last close.

On Friday, the rupee closed at
79.87 against the dollar.

The dollar index, which gauges
the greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, advanced
0.39 per cent to 109.95.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude futures jumped 1.96 per cent
to USD 94.84 per barrel.

On the domestic equity front,
the 30-share Sensex was trading
129.41 points or 0.22 per cent high-
er at 58,932.74 points, while the
broader NSE Nifty advanced 44.35
points or 0.25 per cent to 17,583.80
points.
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Exports of tea during the
first six months January to

June 2022 has increased to
96.89 million kg as compared
to 86.46 million kg in the sim-
ilar previous period.

According to Tea Board
data, the largest importer tra-
ditionally has been the CIS
block where exports had
slightly fallen to 20.58 million
kg during the current six
months against 21.04 million

kg in the previous period of
2021.

According to an official of
Indian Tea Association (ITA),
the fall had been due to the
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine which has hit ship-
ment logistics hard.

Among the CIS block,
Russia has been the major
importer which stood at 14.76
million kg as compared to
15.88 million kg in the simi-
lar previous period.

After CIS, UAE has been

the major importer at 15.86
million kg during the current
first six months as against 6.76
million kg in the previous
similar period.

Exports to Iran touched
11.43 million kg in the current
first half as against 10.04 mil-
lion kg in the previous period.

Due to economic crisis in
Sri Lanka, the exporters also
could not tap the market and
exports during the current
period stood at 1.35 million
kg.

Total value of exports in
rupee terms increased to Rs
2,532.67 crore in the current
first half as compared to Rs
2306.77 crore in the previous
similar period.

According to the board,
estimated production during
July 2022 was 152.57 million kg
as compared to 180.45 million
kg in the same month in 2021.

The ITA official said the
decline in production had been
been due to erratic climatic
conditions. 
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Pharmaceutical ingredients maker Blue
Jet Healthcare has filed preliminary

papers with capital markets regulator
Sebi to raise as much as Rs 2,100 crore
through an initial public offering (IPO).

The IPO is completely an offer-for-sale
(OFS) through which the company's pro-
moters --  Akshay Bansarilal Arora and
Shiven Akshay Arora -- will sell up to
21,683,178 equity shares, according to the
draft red herring prospectus (DRHP).

Merchant banking sources have
pegged the IPO size between Rs 1,800
crore and Rs 2,100 crore.

The Mumbai-based Blue Jet
Healthcare, is a specialty pharmaceutical

and healthcare ingredient and intermedi-
ate company, offering niche products tar-
geted towards innovator pharmaceutical
companies and multinational generic
pharmaceutical companies.

Its business model focuses on collab-
oration, development, and manufacturing
of complex chemistry categories. Over the
past five decades, the company has devel-
oped over 100 products with over 40 prod-
ucts commercialised.

The company's 76 per cent of income
in FY22 came from Europe, followed by
India (17.14 per cent), the US (4.18 per
cent) and some other countries.

Its revenue from operations grew by
37 per cent to Rs 683.47 crore for the finan-
cial year 2022, from Rs 498.93 crore for the
financial year 2021.

The company's profit after tax rose by
34 per cent to Rs 181.59 crore for the finan-
cial year 2022, from Rs 135.79 crore for the
same period last year.
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Gold price rose by Rs 113 to
Rs 50,985 per 10 gram in

the national capital on Monday,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
yellow metal had closed at Rs
50,872 per 10 gram.

Silver also jumped by Rs
428 to Rs 53,980 per kg.

In the international mar-
ket, both gold and silver were
trading flat at USD 1,711 per
ounce and USD 18.15 per
ounce, respectively.

"Gold prices traded mar-
ginally down with spot gold

prices at COMEX trading at
USD 1,711 per ounce. Gold
traded under pressure on
stronger dollar after recovering
on Friday," said Tapan Patel,
Senior Analyst (Commodities)
at HDFC Securities. 
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Goa Airport on Monday
successfully completed

RNP (Required Navigation
Performance) procedure for
both approaches - 10 and 28 -
of the newly built runway at the
upcoming New Goa
International Airport.

An Airbus 320 aircraft
from Indigo Airlines equipped
with RNP equipment tested
and validated RNP for its accu-
racy and flyability.

According to a senior
GMR Goa International
Airport Limited (GGIAL) offi-
cial, RNP is a family of navi-
gation specifications under
Performance Based Navigation
(PBN) which permit the oper-
ation of aircraft along a precise
flight path with a high level of
accuracy and the ability to
determine aircraft position
with both precision and integri-
ty. The addition of an RNP
radius to fix arrivals, approach-
es, and departures increases air-
space capacity by shortening
the approach and departure
paths.

“Once the RNP procedure
is drawn for a particular run-
way of an aerodrome, it needs
to be tested and validated for its

accuracy and flyability through
the simulator and actual air-
craft trials. During this process,
the defined flight path is test-
ed by f lying an aircraft
equipped with RNP equip-
ment, in accordance with the
procedure developed. Upon
successful validation and
approval, the procedures are
published and promulgated for
use by all airlines,” he said.

“Validating of such proce-
dures by an aircraft at a green-
field airport needs an immense
amount of ground work in
terms of planning, preparation,
readiness, testing, and precision
execution. With this successful
RNP flight our team at the New
Goa International Airport has
achieved a very important
milestone towards 
commissioning of airport,” he
added.

On the occasion, CEO-
GGIAL, R. V. Sheshan said,
“Today, we have successfully
completed the Required
Navigation Performance
Procedure at the upcoming
New Goa International
Airport. RNP approach ensures
integrity and accuracy and
helps an aircraft follow specif-
ic paths using board equip-
ment.
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Australia's Nick Kyrgios sent
defending champion Daniil
Medvedev tumbling out of

the US Open on Sunday as US
teenager Coco Gauff reached the
quarter-finals for the first time.

The notoriously temperamental
23rd-seeded Kyrgios produced some
scintillating shot-making on his
way to a superb 7-6 (13/11), 3-6, 6-
3, 6-2 win over the world number
one from Russia.

Kyrgios, who was beaten by
Novak Djokovic in the Wimbledon
final in July, showed grit and com-
posure to save three set points in the
opening set before holding his
nerve to win an epic tie-break
13/11 before a raucous Arthur Ashe
Stadium crowd.

Although he dropped the sec-
ond set, he roared back to dominate
Medvedev in the third and fourth
sets to clinch victory in 2hr 53min.

"It was an amazing match, obvi-
ously Daniil as the defending cham-
pion had a lot of pressure on his
shoulders, but I've been playing
amazing the last couple of months,"
Kyrgios said after the win.

"What a place to do it -- packed
house in New York. I'm extremely
blessed."

Kyrgios will face Karen
Khachanov in the quarter-finals
on Tuesday. Khachanov equalled his
best performance in a Grand Slam
event by defeating Spanish 12th seed
Pablo Carreno Busta in a 3hr 21min
five-set thriller.

The 27th-seeded Khachanov
dug deep to down Carreno Busta 4-
6, 6-3, 6-1, 4-6, 6-3 on the Louis
Armstrong Stadium.

Elsewhere in the fourth round
on Sunday, fifth seed Casper Ruud
became the first Norwegian man to
reach the US Open quarter-finals
with a 6-1, 6-2, 6-7 (4/7), 6-2 victo-
ry over French lucky loser Corentin
Moutet.

The 23-year-old Ruud, seeded
fifth, will face Italy's Matteo

Berrettini for a place in the semi-
finals.

Berrettini extended his impres-
sive run of recent Grand Slam sin-
gles performances with a 3-6, 7-6
(7/2), 6-3, 4-6, 6-2 defeat of Spain's
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina.

The 26-year-old from Rome
missed Wimbledon earlier this
year after testing positive for

Covid-19, and was injured for the
French Open.

But Berrettini has now made the
quarter-finals or better in the last
five Grand Slams he has played in
after Sunday's win.

"It's not a secret for me the
Slams are the goal of the season," he
said.

"I think it proves that my level

is high in Slams ... I play my best ten-
nis in the most important stages of
the tour."

�
����
��	�����
In the women's draw mean-

while, rising American star Gauff
kept home hopes alive with a bat-
tling 7-5, 7-5 win over China's
Zhang Shuai on the Arthur Ashe

Stadium.
The 18-year-old 12th seed will

now play France's in-form Caroline
Garcia for a place in the semi-finals.

"I think she's playing the best
tennis she's played in a long time,"
Gauff said of her quarter-final
opponent.

"It's going to be a challenge.
When you play these players that are

hot, I think it's more of a mental
challenge. You just got to accept she's
going to hit some great shots,
because I know she will."

Garcia, the world number 17,
has emerged as a dark horse in New
York despite a modest record in
Grand Slams.

The 28-year-old reached her
only other Grand Slam last-eight on
home ground at Roland Garros five
years ago.

But she arrived in New York
brimming with confidence after
claiming the Cincinnati Masters
lead-in event, and so far at the Open
has yet to drop a set and has lost
serve only twice.

Garcia says she is reaping the
benefits of a more positive approach
to tennis.

"To get wins, definitely helps to
be happy, to know which way you
have to play, to be healthy, it's a lot

of positives," she said.
"I like to play tennis aggressive,

to move forward. I'm having fun,
enjoying playing that way, and on
top of it I'm glad it's working and it's
a good way for me."

Australia's Ajla Tomljanovic
followed up her victory over Serena
Williams with another battling per-
formance to beat Liudmila
Samsonova and reach the quarter-
finals.

Tomljanovic — who knocked
out tennis icon Williams in the third
round on Friday — advanced to the
last eight with a 7-6 (10/8), 6-1 vic-
tory over Samsonova.

The 29-year-old world number
46 will play either Tunisia's Ons
Jabeur or Russia's Veronika
Kudermetova in the quarters.

"The fact that I won, I'm still a
little speechless," Tomljanovic said
after her win.
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Danill Medvedev said Nick
Kyrgios is playing at such a

high level that he merits compari-
son with Grand Slam heavyweights
Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal.

Medvedev was deposed as US
Open champion on Sunday by
Kyrgios as the fiery Australian
stormed to an electrifying 7-6
(13/11), 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 win to reach
his first quarter-final in New York.

"Nick today played kind of at
the level of Novak and Rafa," said
the 26-year-old Medvedev after
seeing 21 aces and 53 winners speed
past him.

"He has a little bit different
game because he's not a grinder. At
the same time he can rally. He's
tough to play. He has an amazing

serve.
"But from baseline it's not like

when the point starts, you know
that you have the advantage. He
plays good. He has every shot.

"If he plays like this until the
end of the tournament, he has all
the chances to win it."

Medvedev, who will lose his
world number one ranking follow-
ing his defeat, was attempting to
become the first man to defend the
US Open title since Roger Federer
in 2008.

Instead, he ends the Grand
Slam year with a runners-up spot
at the Australian Open, where he
was defeated by Nadal, and last-16
exits at the French and US Opens.

Along with other Russians, he
was banned from Wimbledon due
to the invasion of Ukraine.

ning five in a row in 2021 under
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.

It is exactly the kind of streak
Ten Hag needed his team to go
after his reign started with embar-
rassing defeats against Brighton
and Brentford.

The 4-0 loss at Brentford was
especially chastening, but since
then Ten Hag has got the response
he wanted after calling for his
players to show more hunger and
character.

"We are happy and satisfied
with the win, also the performance
against a really good team," Ten
Hag said.

"The spirit from this team,
they can deal with setbacks. It is
really great and shows your men-
tality. We have really improved on
that.

"We have the right characters
and now it is about cooperation.
We have to stay calm, stay com-
posed and play our game."
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Erik ten Hag hailed Antony's
deadly partnership with

Marcus Rashford as Manchester
United's new signing scored on his
debut while his strike partner's
brace sent Arsenal crashing to 3-
1 defeat on Sunday.

Antony made a dream debut
as the Brazil forward scored just
35 minutes into his first appear-
ance following his £82 million
($94 million) move from Ajax.

Some pundits questioned
United's decision to splash out
such a big fee on the 22-year-old.

But Ten Hag knows all about
Antony from their time together
at Ajax, where the United manag-
er worked before taking charge of
the Premier League club in the
summer.

And Antony appeared to the
manor born as he unfurled an
array of skills and intelligent play

to dazzle the Old Trafford crowd.
He formed an instant relation-

ship with fellow forward Rashford,
who provided an astute assist for
Antony's clinical finish.

After Bukayo Saka's equaliser,
Rashford took the game away
from Arsenal with a pair of com-
posed strikes to end the Premier
League leaders' perfect start to the
season.

"They both played great, a
continual threat. I know our offen-
sive is really strong, they are cre-
ative and have speed," Ten Hag
said of Antony and Rashford.

"This is the first time they have
played together and this perfor-
mance is great to see.

"I thought the first 10 minutes
was the best we have played so far
this season."

Arsenal had won their first
five games but United's four-
match winning run is their longest
in the Premier League since win-
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Roma's unbeaten start to
the Serie A season came

to a sobering end as they suf-
fered a 4-0 thrashing at
Udinese on Sunday, missing
out on the chance to reclaim
top spot.

Jose Mourinho's side had
only conceded one goal in
their opening four games of
the campaign, but were dis-
mantled at the Stadio Friuli.

Teenage wing-back
Destiny Udogie, on loan from
Tottenham, put Udinese into
a fifth-minute lead as he
pounced on a Rick Karsdorp
error to score for the second
time in three games.

The hosts doubled their
advantage 11 minutes into the
second half as Roma goal-
keeper Rui Patricio allowed
Lazar Samardzic's long-range
strike to bounce into the net.

Roberto Pereyra curled a
fine shot past Patricio with

quarter of an hour remaining
to put the game to bed.

Sandi Lovric added to
Roma's woes in the 82nd
minute by finishing off a
counter-attack, sending
Udinese above their oppo-
nents into fourth place.

Napoli lead the standings
on goal difference from reign-
ing champions AC Milan,
who edged out city rivals
Inter 3-2 at the San Siro on
Saturday.
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Mainz ended Borussia

Moenchengladbach's unbeat-
en start to the Bundesliga on
Sunday as left-back Aaron
Martin scored a second-half
winner in a 1-0 victory.

Gladbach could have
gone level on points with
third-placed Bayern Munich
and Union Berlin with a win
at Borussia Park, but were
made to pay for Ko Itakura's
red card in the 53rd minute.
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Former Liverpool and
Barcelona striker Luis Suarez

was on target as Nacional
cruised to a 3-1 home victory
over Penarol in Uruguay's
Primera Division on Sunday.

Mathias Laborda gave the
hosts the lead on the stroke of
halftime with a bullet header fol-
lowing a corner.

Suarez doubled the advan-
tage just after the restart when
he ran onto a loose ball and

thumped a 25-yard left-footed
effort into the far corner. The 35-
year-old has now scored three
times in five league outings
since rejoining his boyhood
club as a free agent last month,

reports Xinhua.
Kevin Mendez reduced the

deficit when his low attempt
from 22 yards rebounded in off
the right post.

But Camilo Candido put the
result beyond doubt when he
wrong-footed a defender with a
deft touch before angling a shot
into the bottom right corner.

Nacional lead the 16-team
Uruguayan top-flight standings
with 15 points from six games
while Penarol are eighth, seven
points behind.
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Indian national football team captain
Sunil Chhetri is thrilled to welcome

back fans into stadiums across the
country in the 2022-23 Indian Super
League (ISL). The Bengaluru FC strik-
er believes supporters in the stands will
play a massive role in creating a vibrant
atmosphere for players to put their best
foot forward.

ISL organisers Football Sports
Development Limited (FSDL)
announced the schedule of the 2022-23
ISL on Thursday with the league kick-
ing off on October 7th in Kochi with
Kerala Blasters taking on East Bengal.

To make it convenient for more
fans and families to attend and watch
their teams in action, the majority of
ISL matches will be taking place on
weekends. Each Matchweek is sched-

uled between Thursdays and Sundays
this season.

"The fans will have a massive impact
this season, especially for us. I think all
the teams have struggled not playing with
the fans not being able to be at the sta-
diums. But if there is one team that has
struggled the most, by far, it is us. So we
are thrilled that the fans are coming back
this season and it is the best news for a
team like us," said Chhetri.

Fans across the country will be wel-
comed back into the stands after a gap
of two years. Last season's final in Goa
was the first match with fans present after
the league was held behind closed doors
for two seasons due to the pandemic.

Chhetri, who is also the league's
highest Indian goalscorer with 51 goals,
is most excited to face Kerala Blasters
away from home due to the intriguing
fan support in Kochi. "I am looking for-

ward to playing against Kerala Blasters
away. Just to play at the stadium against
all the fans is an experience," the
Bengaluru FC skipper said.

Bengaluru FC are known to have
one of the most voracious fan follow-
ing led by the West Block Blues group.
Skipper Chhetri has always believed
the club and its fans share a special
bond, who have been regulars in the
stadium for both home and away
games since 2013.

With supporters playing a massive
role in Indian football, the ISL going
back to the ten venues across the coun-
try will spark interest among the fans of
the 11 clubs. Asia's biggest rivalry
between ATK Mohun Bagan and East
Bengal will be held for the first time in
Kolkata during the ISL era, with both
legs scheduled for October 29th and
February 25th next year.
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The Indian women's hockey
team players are currently

fine-tuning a few aspects about
their game at the National
Camp in the Sports Authority
of India campus, here.

India's dragflicker Gurjit
Kaur expressed that the team is
determined to qualify for the
FIH Hockey Pro League.

"We attained a lot of con-
fidence after clinching the
Bronze Medal in the
Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth Games.
Everyone has been improving
steadily and we are moving for-
ward well as a group. Currently,
we are fully focused on the FIH
Hockey Women's Nations Cup.
We are very determined to
qualify for the FIH Hockey Pro
League. We had a great expe-
rience in the last edition of the
FIH Hockey Pro League and
we are all looking forward to

having an opportunity of rep-
resenting India in the compe-
tition again," said the Defender.

Asked if she feels the pres-
sure in big matches, Gurjit
said, "Converting Penalty
Corners has been one of my
strengths and it is a scoring
technique that we utilize very
often, but I don't feel pressure
while carrying out the role
because I see the role as a
responsibility. I have always
wanted to make high impact
for my team and I and glad I
have been able to do so in some
important matches."

Gurjit also said that she is
working on improving her
dragflicking prowess, "The
game will change constantly
and the players around the
world will keep getting better
and therefore it's important for
us also to keep evolving. I
noted a few aspects that I need
to improve upon during CWG
and I have been working on

them in the National Camp. I
need to keep working on my
game and keep getting better as
a player and especially as a
dragflicker."
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The Indian women's hock-
ey team will open its cam-

paign against Canada in the
FIH Nations Cup to be held in
Valencia, Spain from
December 11 to 17.

India are placed in Pool B
along side Canada, Japan and
South Africa in the eight-
nation tournament, a qualifi-
er for next season's FIH Pro
League.

Pool A consists of Korea,
Italy, hosts Spain, and Ireland.

After Canada, India will
face Japan on December 12
before rounding off their pool
campaign against South Africa
on December 14.

Top two teams from each
pool will qualify for the semi-
final which is scheduled to be
held on December 16.

The final of the tourna-
ment is slated for December
17.

The Indian women's team
finished a creditable third in its
debut outing in the FIH
Hockey Pro League 2021-22
season.
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Defending champion Honey
Baisoya will lead a strong

Indian field, including
Olympian Udayan Mane in
the second J&K Open golf
tournament, a PGTI event, to
be held for the first time in
Jammu Tawi golf course in
Jammu from September 7 to
10.

Besides Baisoya and Mane,
other Indian golfers who will be
seen in action at the Rs 40 lakh
event are Rashid Khan, Khalin
Joshi, Yuvraj Singh Sanshu,
Manu Gandas and Karandeep
Kochar to name a few.

The foreign challenge 
will be led by Sri Lankans
Mithun Perera and N
Thagaraja and Bangladesh's
Jamal Hossain.
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India would need to get the best out
of their thin bowling resources and
avoid too much experimentation

when they clash with Sri Lanka in
their must win Super 4 game in the
Asia Cup here Tuesday.

In the absence of injured Ravindra
Jadeja, Harshal Patel and Jasprit
Bumrah, India do not have a lot of
options to play with in the bowling
department.

India went in with five bowling
options against Pakistan on Sunday
and it did not work out in their favour
as Bhuvneshwar Kumar had a rare off
day.

After a match-winning effort in
the opening game against Pakistan,
Hardik Pandya proved expensive
and so was Yuzvendra Chahal, who
has not at been his best in the tour-
nament.

The five-bowler theory also
makes Hardik's four overs more crit-
ical. Axar Patel, who is a like for like
replacement for Jadeja, can be brought
into the playing eleven to lend more
balance.

Avesh Khan, who was unwell
ahead of the Pakistan clash, can also
come back as the third specialist pacer.

While Rahul Dravid stressed that
India would be looking to play their
best eleven in the lead up to the World
Cup, the Rohit Sharma-led side con-
tinues to experiment.

With the intense debate over
Rishabh Pant versus Dinesh Karthik
in the team, the management gave a
go to Deepak Hooda at the expense
of the Tamil Nadu wicketkeeper-bat-
ter, who hardly got to bat in the first
two games.

The bowling resources may not be
enough at the moment but India need
to decide quickly on their middle-
order.

The biggest positive out of the
Pakistan game was the performance
of the high-profile top-order. All
three- Rohit, K L Rahul and Virat

Kohli — showed a lot of aggression
and gave India an electric start.

Kohli's critics can finally rest
after his second successive half-cen-
tury in Asia Cup. He may not be back
to his best but he gave enough signs
on Sunday that he is getting there.

One can expect Kohli and two
openers to go all guns blazing against
Sri Lanka from ball one.

Having pulled off two close chas-
es against Bangladesh and
Afghanistan, Sri Lanka have turned
their campaign around after a heavy

defeat in their opening game.
Barring number three Charith

Asalanka, Sri Lanka batters have
made an impact, whether it was skip-
per Dasun Shanaka and Kusal Mendis
against Bangladesh or Danushka
Gunathilaka and Bhanuka Rajapaksa
against Afghanistan.

The Chris Silverwood coached
side now has the belief that it can win
from any situation. It is a developing
squad but India will be wary of them.
Another loss will eliminate India
from the final race.

"It's the belief of the dressing
room. As a team we believe we can
chase anything on these kind of
wickets. When chasing, we have a
clear idea of how the wicket behaves,"
Shanaka had said after a fine over
Afghanistan.

�E
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India: Rohit Sharma (c), KL Rahul,
Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav,
Rishabh Pant (wk), Deepak Hooda,
Hardik Pandya, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Ravi Bishnoi, Yuzvendra Chahal,

Arshdeep Singh, Dinesh Karthik,
Avesh Khan, Axar Patel and
Ravichandran Ashwin.
Sri Lanka: Dasun Shanaka (c),
Danushka Gunathilaka, Pathum
Nissanka, Kusal Mendis, Charith
Asalanka, Bhanuka Rajapaksa, Ashen
Bandara, Dhananjaya de Silva,
Wanindu Hasaranga, Maheesh
Theekshana, Jeffrey Vandersay,
Praveen Jayawickrama, Chamika
Karunaratne, Dilshan Madushanka,
Matheesha Pathirana, Nuwanidu
Fernando and Dinesh Chandimal. 
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Pakistan wicket-keeper batter
Mohammad Rizwan is set to

undergo a precautionary MRI
scan after sustaining a strain in his
right leg during the five-wicket
win over arch-rivals India in the
Super 4 stage of the Asia Cup here.

Pakistani media reported that
Rizwan sustained the strain while
landing awkwardly on his right leg
in his effort to collect a
Mohammad Hasnain's delivery
during India's innings.

As per reports, the 30-year-
old hard-hitting batter was shift-
ed to a hospital soon after

Pakistan's last-over win.
Despite the injury, Rizwan

came out to open the innings and
scored a match-winning 51-ball
71 to help Pakistan chase down
India's 181 for seven with five
wickets in hand.

Rizwan shared a match-
defining 73-run partnership for
the third wicket to help Pakistan
avenge their loss to India in the
group league stage.

Pakistan have already been
plagued by fitness issues with pac-
ers Shaheen Shah Afridi,
Mohammad Wasim and
Shahnawaz Dahani ruled out of
the tournament. 
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Virat Kohli says he made a
"conscious effort" to

score at a quick pace in the
Super 4 match against
Pakistan, but intermittent
wickets forced him to change
his plans as the need of the
hour was to bat deep.

Kohli, who made 60 off 44
balls, was going all guns blaz-
ing early in his innings before
slowing down, fearing losing
out on partners in the death
overs.

"Today I was making a
conscious effort to strike at a
higher pace," Kohli said at the
post-match press conference
after India lost by five wickets
to Pakistan on Sunday.

"When we lost wickets,
there was communication and
our plans changed, where I had
to bat till the 18th over with
(Deepak) Hooda.

"If there were a couple of
batters, I would've gone with
the same tempo and tried to hit
more boundaries or sixes. But
again, I ended up being in a sit-
uation where I had to go deep."

"Because after Hooda and
me, it was Bhuvi
(Bhuvneshwar Kumar), so the
bowlers were to follow. That
makes a bit of a difference, but
we do possess the skills to
analyse the situation and play
accordingly as well."

It was Kohli's second con-
secutive half-century in the
tournament after playing an
unbeaten 59-run knock against
Hong Kong in the league
stages.

Having found his mojo

back after a prolonged lean
patch, Kohli was at his attack-
ing best but slowing down
cost him and India 20-25 runs.

"If you've seen the way
we've been playing, it's given us
the results we need, and in our
middle overs, the run rate has
also improved," Kohli said.

"It's something I, as a bats-
man, really took keen notice of,
and I knew that is one area we
need to keep improving on.
We've spoken about this that
sometimes it won't come off,
the way you want and today,
we lost a few wickets in the
middle phase which didn't
allow us to go towards the 200
target."

"But given the situation, if
we had a couple of wickets in
hand, we could've got more
runs. We're not disturbed by
losing wickets through the
middle overs, because that's the
way we want to play. We want
to be able to get those 20-25
extra runs that can eventually
make the difference in big
games," he added.
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Virat Kohli has revealed that
Mahendra Singh Dhoni

was the only person, who 'mes-
saged' him after he unexpected-
ly stepped down as Test captain
following the series loss in
South Africa as the former
skipper took a dig at "people"
who talk on TV but did not
reach out to him to help.

Kohli had quit T20 captain-
cy as well but the ODI leader-
ship was taken away from him.
However, India's most success-
ful captain relinquishing Test
leadership in January caught the
cricketing world by surprise.

Speaking to media on a
rather eventful last 12 months
when he was also criticised for
his form, Kohli talked about
Dhoni's phone call and the
bond that they share.

"One thing I can tell you is
when I gave up Test captaincy,

I got a message from only one
person who I've played with
before -- MS Dhoni," said Kohli.

"A lot of people have my
number and a lot of people give
suggestions on TV, but among
people who have my number, I
didn't get a message from any-
one else," he said.

After a prolonged lean
patch, the former captain has
found form in the Asia Cup and
struck his second successive
half-century on Sunday.

Kohli has immense respect
for his 'first captain' Dhoni
and it was evident in his
response.

"When there's respect and
a connection with someone,
when it's genuine, it looks like
this. Because there's security at
both ends. Neither was I inse-
cure with him nor was he inse-
cure with me.

"All I can say is if I want to
tell someone something I'll

reach out individually, if the
help is needed. If you give a sug-
gestion in front of the whole
world, it holds no value for me.
If it is something that will

improve me then you can do it
one-on-one also."

The former skiper Kohli
did not take any name but per-
haps he was referring to batting

great Sunil Gavaskar, who had
said that if he had 20 minutes
with Kohli, he would tell him
things to do to overcome lean
patch.

Ahead of the tournament,
Kohli had spoken about his
one-month break in which he
did not even hold a bat, indicat-
ing that he was mentally
drained out.

"I've played for 14 years, it
doesn't happen by chance. My
job is to work hard on my game,
something that I am always
keen to do for the team and
something that I continue to do.

"Everyone's doing their job
eventually, our job is to play the
game, work hard, give our
120% and I've said it in the past
that as long as I am doing that
and the team has faith in that,
what happens in the change
room is the only thing that
matters to us, and to me per-
sonally."
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Kohli had comforting
words for left-arm pacer

Arshdeep Singh, who
dropped a sitter of Asif Ali in
the 18th over when the game
was evenly balanced.

"Under pressure, anyone
can make a mistake. It's a big
match and the situation was
tight. I remember when I first
played in the Champions
Trophy. Against Pakistan, I
remember I hit a very bad
shot off Shahid Afridi. Till 5
am next morning, I was only
staring at the ceiling, unable
to sleep.

"I thought I'll never get a
game again, my career is
over. So it's natural to feel like
this. When the team environ-
ment is good then you learn
from it and when such an
opportunity comes up again,
you look forward to it, hop-
ing the ball comes to you.
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India captain Rohit Sharma's
biggest takeaway from his

team's five-wicket loss against
arch-rivals Pakistan in the Asia
Cup Super 4 match is learning
about the mindset required to
defend tricky totals under pres-
sure.

Pakistan beat India by five
wickets as they chased down the
target of 182 with a ball to spare.

The Indian captain said that
a total of 181 was always a good
one and he didn't think that they
were 10-15 short.

"It's a good learning for us.
I thought it was a good score.
Any pitch, any conditions when
you get 180 it's a good score,"
Rohit said after the match.

"We got to learn a lot today
— what sort of mindset we need
to have when defending a score
like that. Like I said you've got
to give credit to Pakistan.
They've played better than us,"
Rohit added.

In a high intensity game like
this, one can't lose the momen-
tum, he insisted.

Rohit admitted that the 73-
run stand between Mohammed
Nawaz and Mohammed Rizwan
stretched more than he had
expected.

"It's a high pressure game we
know that. You've got to be at it
every time. A game like that can
take a lot. We were calm even
when there was a partnership
between Rizwan and Nawaz. But
that partnership obviously went
a little long and they batted bril-
liantly. We understand the pitch
gets slightly better in the second
innings," he said.

The skipper was all praise
for Virat Kohli, who scored 60
off 44 balls in India's 181/7.

"The form is brilliant (talk-
ing about Kohli). Needed some-
one to bat long when the others
were getting out. He batted with
that tempo as well. Virat getting
that score was crucial from the
team's point of view." 
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Star Indian batter Jemimah
Rodrigues was on Monday

nominated for the ICC 'Player
of the Month' award for her
impressive performance at the
Commonwealth Games in
August.

The nominations in the
women's category also feature
the Gold medal-winning
Australian duo of Beth Mooney
and Tahlia McGrath.

Rodrigues was one of the
pillars of the Indian team that
went all the way into the finals
of the Commonwealth Games
in Birmingham. She ended the
tournament fifth on the run-
scorers list with 146 runs in five
matches.

Rodrigues was India's top
run-getter with an unbeaten 56
off 46 balls in the crucial clash
against Barbados to help her
side secure a semifinal spot.

Mooney, on the other
hand, was the highest run-scor-
er at the Birmingham CWG.
She kicked off the month with
a brilliant unbeaten 49-ball 70
against Pakistan in Australia's
final Group A game, following
it up with a patient 29-ball 36
in the semifinal clash against
New Zealand, batting her side
out of trouble after the early
wickets.

McGrath impressed with
her all-round brilliance. She
was one of the key factors in
Australia making history and
bagging the gold medal in the
first-ever women's tournament
in the event's history.

She finished the tourna-
ment as the joint second-high-
est wicket-taker with eight

wickets in five matches.
England Test skipper Ben

Stokes, Sikandar Raza of
Zimbabwe and New Zealand
all-rounder Mitchell Santner
are the nominees in the men's
category.

In the second Test against
Proteas at Manchester, Stokes
broke the back of the South
African middle-order with the
wickets of Aiden Markram
and Rassie van der Dussen as
the visitors were knocked over
for 151.

He followed it up with a
brilliant century that came
when England were in a spot of
bother having lost early wick-
ets on day two.

Raza enjoyed a tremendous
August. Going head to head
against Asian giants India and
Bangladesh, Raza notched up
three centuries in the month.

Santner too enjoyed a bril-
liant month both with the bat
and ball in hand and played a
crucial role in the Black Caps'
six wins out of eight in the
month. 
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Under-pressure Aaron Finch
insisted on Monday he

was still "a pretty good" player
after a horror run with the bat
as Australia's limited overs cap-
tain bids to find form against
New Zealand this week.

The 35-year-old opener
managed just 15, one and five
in Australia's 2-1 ODI series
win against Zimbabwe last
week, following two consecu-
tive ducks in the final two
games of their recent series in
Sri Lanka.

With the T20 World Cup
on home soil in October fast
approaching, his position is
under increasing scrutiny.

Finch has three matches
against the world's top ODI
side in the Queensland city of
Cairns, starting Tuesday, to
stop the rot and silence the
critics.

"You're always looking to
improve and being able to train
consistently and keep tinkering
with my game to get better is
the most important thing, it is
what you are always striving to
do," he told reporters.

"Obviously, personally, the
performances haven't been

there in terms of the output of
runs but I still feel like I'm a
pretty good player.

"I'm feeling really good... I
had a good long hit in the nets,
probably longer than I normal-
ly have the day before a game.
Obviously not having as much
time in the middle lately lends
itself to more training unfortu-
nately."

The home team head into
the series after being embar-
rassed by Zimbabwe in
Townsville on Saturday, crash-
ing by three wickets to hand the
world's 13th-ranked side an his-
toric first win over the cricket-
ing powerhouse in Australia.

An even sterner test awaits
from the Kane Williamson-led
New Zealand.

"They continue to be one of
the benchmarks in world crick-
et in all three formats of the
game," Finch said of the Black
Caps.

"They are always close bat-
tles whatever the format... they
go the distance generally."

New Zealand are in Cairns
on the back of a 2-1 ODI series
win in the West Indies last
month, with Williamson antic-
ipating "a really tough chal-
lenge".


��� ���


Mohammad Nawaz wants to
be a "proper all-rounder"

after his batting blitz set up a
thrilling win for Pakistan against
arch-rivals India in the Asia Cup
Super Four.

Chasing 182 for victory,
Pakistan achieved the target
with one ball and five wickets to
spare in Dubai after
Mohammad Rizwan hit 71 and
Nawaz made 42.

Nawaz, a left-arm spin-
ner who usually bats at No 8
but was promoted to No 4,
joined Rizwan when the
score was 63-2 and the two
put on a key stand.

The 28-year-old Nawaz
smashed six fours and two sixes
in his 20-ball knock to put the
chase on track.

Nawaz, who returned bowl-
ing figures of 1-25 in India's
181-7, also took three catches
and was named man of the
match.

"To play such an innings in
a high-pressure game has defi-
nitely given me confidence,"
Nawaz told reporters.

"I have got the opportuni-
ty to grow as a player and I will
try my best to live up to the ris-
ing expectations.

"I will work hard and try to
perform better as a proper all-
rounder for the Pakistan team."

Nawaz fell in the 16th over
and soon Rizwan was out after
his second successive half-
century.

Khushdil Shah (unbeaten
14) and Asif Ali, who made 16
off  eight  bal ls ,  hauled
Pakistan over the line in a
tense final over as they
avenged their loss to India
earlier in the tournament.

"We wanted to take it as
deep as we could because the
kind of players we have in
Khushdil and Asif, even if we
need 10-12 runs per over, they
can easily get it," Rizwan said.
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