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The Enforcement
Directorate on Tuesday

conducted nationwide search-
es in connection with a money
laundering probe linked to the
alleged excise scam in Delhi in
which Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia is the prime accused.

Besides Sisodia, some
bureaucrats have also been
named as accused in the alleged
scam related to the now
scrapped Delhi excise policy.

The agency searched about
30 premises in Delhi,
Telangana, Maharashtra,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and

Karnataka and the operation
covered private individuals
named in the case, officials
said. They said Tuesday’s search
operation did not include
premises linked to Sisodia or
any other Government ser-
vant named in the case.

The ED initiated a probe in
the case under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) after taking cogni-
sance of a CBI FIR that has
named Sisodia and 14 others as
accused in the case. Reacting to
the raids, Sisodia said he has
nothing to hide and did his job
honestly.  “First the CBI con-
ducted raids, they found noth-
ing. Now, the ED is conducting
raids, they too won’t find any-
thing,” he said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Seventy-five years after India’s
last cheetah died in 1947,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will introduce five of the world’s
fastest animals in Madhya
Pradesh’s Kuno National Park
on September 17, which also
happens to be the PM’s birth-
day. Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan confirmed the devel-
opment on Tuesday.

All hotels and restaurants
around Kuno have been
booked by the district admin-
istration from September 14 to
20. Cheetahs would reach
Kuno from Namibia, a day
before Modi’s arrival. 

The five cheetahs will be
brought from Windhoek in
Namibia to Jaipur and from
there they will be shifted
through airways to Palpur in
Kuno. Two helipads have been
developed inside the park.

Continued on Page 2
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Tuesday contin-

ued with his efforts to bring
together all Opposition parties
under one umbrella and met
several leaders, including those
from the Left, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
Samajwadi Party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav. 

The JD(U) leader who quit
the NDA fold to join the RJD,
the Congress and others to lead
a grand alliance Government in
Bihar last month, also called on
INLD supremo OP Chautala

and JDS leader HD
Kumaraswamy amid  specula-
tion that Nitish may also want
to bring together Janata parivar
to take on the Narendra Modi
juggernaut in the 2024 polls.

Soon after the Nitish-
Chautala meeting, it was also
announced that the Bihar CM
and his deputy RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav, NCP supremo
Sharad Pawar, National
Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah will attend the INLD’s
September 25 rally in Haryana.  

Continued on Page 2
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India and Bangladesh
resolved on Tuesday to fur-

ther strengthen their bilateral
ties, including trade, water-
sharing, connectivity and
nuclear energy with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi not-
ing Bangladesh is the biggest
trade and development partner
in the region. 

He also called for jointly
facing terrorist and funda-
mentalist forces that threaten to
attack mutual trust between the
two nations. 

The Prime Minister made
these observations after hold-
ing talks with visiting
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. 

The two countries inked
seven pacts, including one on
sharing of waters of Kushiyara
River, which  will benefit the
regions of southern Assam and
Bangladesh’s Sylhet region.
Hasina urged early conclusion
of the Teesta water sharing
agreement.

The interim water sharing

agreement for Kushiyara river
is the first such pact since the
signing of the Ganga water
treaty in 1996. The Ganga
water pact for a period of 30
years was signed by then Prime
Minister HD Deve Gowda and
Hasina.

On his talks with the visit-
ing dignitary, Modi said,
“Today we also stressed on
cooperation against terrorism

and fundamentalism. To keep
the spirit of 1971 alive, it is also
very necessary that we face
such forces together, who want
to attack our mutual trust.”

On water sharing pacts, the
Indian Prime Minister said 54
rivers pass through the borders
of India and Bangladesh and
are linked to the livelihood of
the people of both the countries
for centuries.

“I recall that the two coun-
tries have resolved many issues
in the spirit of friendship and
cooperation. We hope that all
outstanding issues, including
Teesta water sharing agree-
ment, will be concluded as an
early date,” Hasina said at a
joint media interaction with
Modi at the Hyderabad House
here. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation has

issued restricted emergency
use approval to Hyderabad-
based Bharat Biotech’s recom-
binant nasal vaccine for pri-
mary immunisation against
Covid-19. The vaccine, which
has advantages of easy nasal
delivery, is claimed to be more
cost-effective.

Continued on Page 2
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From Page 1
As regards flourishing

trade between the two neigh-
bours, Modi said, “Across Asia,
India is the biggest market for
exports from Bangladesh. To
further expedite this progress,
we will soon initiate discussions
on a bilateral economic com-
prehensive partnership agree-
ment.”

He also said India-
Bangladesh relationship will
achieve new heights in the
coming time adding, “Today,
Bangladesh is India’s biggest
development partner and our
biggest trade partner in the

region. There is a continuous
improvement in the people-to-
people cooperation.”

Modi said trade between
India-Bangladesh is increasing
rapidly and both the countries
have decided to extend coop-
eration in the Information
Technology (IT), space and
nuclear sectors. Talks are also
underway between the two
sides on power transmission
lines, the Prime Minister said.

Modi and Hasina also
talked about Bangladesh flood
situation, terrorism, bilateral,
regional and international
issues.  “We have extended our

cooperation on flood mitiga-
tion. We have been sharing
real-time data regarding floods
with Bangladesh and have also
discussed terrorism. It’s imper-
ative, that we together face the
forces that are adversarial to
us,” Modi said.

Hasina said the outcome
of the discussions with Modi
will benefit the people of both
countries and congratulated
the Indian government on the
“successful completion of the
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.”
She underlined that India is the
most important and closest
neighbour of Bangladesh and

the bilateral relations between
the two countries are known to
be role models for neighbour-
hood diplomacy.

Hasina  also offered floral
tributes at Rajghat, the memo-
rial to Mahatma Gandhi.

She arrived in Delhi on
Monday afternoon on a four-
day visit. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar called on
Hasina on Monday  evening.
Adani Group Chairman
Gautam Adani also called on
the Bangladeshi Prime Minister
on Monday evening.  Hasina
also visited Nizamuddin Aulia
Dargah in the national Capital

on Monday and is scheduled to
travel to Ajmer Sharif on
Thursday.

Bangladesh is now India’s
biggest trade partner in South
Asia and the bilateral trade has
grown from USD 9 billion to
USD 18 billion in the last five
years. It has also become the
fourth largest export destina-
tion for India with the exports
registering a growth of over 66
per cent from USD 9.69 billion
in 2020-21 to USD 16.15 billion
in 2021-22. The visiting Prime
Minister on Monday had said
India can do a lot to help her
country deal with the issue of

Rohingya refugees and that
both countries can work joint-
ly to rejuvenate the cross-bor-
der rivers.

She made the comments
during an informal interaction
with a group of reporters on the
sidelines of a reception hosted
for her by the Bangladesh High
Commission. Over 10 lakh
Rohingya refugees are cur-
rently living in Bangladesh
after fleeing from Myanmar’s
Rakhine. Hasina also talked
about the scope for Bangladesh
and India to work together to
carry out dredging of cross-
border rivers so that they can

be rejuvenated. She said the
dredging of rivers will improve
their flow. 

Hasina said she expected to
have a meeting with West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee but it could not hap-
pen.  She is like a sister, I can
meet her whenever I want…
We have always had good rela-
tions,” the Bangladeshi Prime
Minister said. Giving details of
the talks between Modi and
Hasina, Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra said later India is
aware of the Rohingya issue.
There is a global appreciation
of Bangladesh’s role in giving

them refuge. “We’ve also pro-
vided financial help. In the
future, whatever assistance is
required India will give and
support all efforts towards their
repatriation to Myanmar,” he
said.

Kwatra said both leaders
underscored the importance of
continuing our close security
cooperation in the fields of
counter-terrorism, border
management, cross-border
crimes and agreed to further
enhance our development part-
nership including upgradation
of railway infra projects in
Bangladesh.

From Page 1
Announcing the approval, Union Health

Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya said “it is a big
boost to India’s fight against Covid-19”. 

“Bharat Biotech’s ChAd36-SARS-CoV-S
Covid-19 (Chimpanzee Adenovirus Vectored)
recombinant nasal vaccine approved by
@CDSCO_India_INF for primary immunisation
against Covid-19 in 18+ age group for restricted
use in emergency situation,” he tweeted. “This step
will further strengthen our collective fight against
the pandemic,” he said.  India has harnessed its
science, R&D, and Human Resources in the fight
against Covid-19 under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership. “With the science-driven
approach and Sabhka Prayas, we will defeat Covid-
19,” he said. BBV154 is a recombinant replication-
deficient adenovirus vectored vaccine with a pre-
fusion stabilised spike protein. This vaccine can-
didate was evaluated earlier in phase I and II clin-

ical trials with successful results. BBV154 has been
specifically formulated to allow intranasal deliv-
ery. In addition, the nasal delivery system has been
designed and developed to be cost-effective in low
and middle-income countries, said the company
during the time.

BBV154 was developed in partnership with
Washington University St Louis, which had
designed and developed the recombinant aden-
oviral vectored constructs and evaluated them in
preclinical studies for efficacy. Two separate and
simultaneous clinical trials were conducted to eval-
uate BBV154 as a primary dose (2- dose) sched-
ule and a heterologous booster dose for subjects
who have previously received 2 doses of the two
commonly administered Covid vaccines in India.
BBV154 has the double benefit of enabling faster
development of variant-specific vaccines and easy
nasal delivery that helps mass immunization pro-
tect from emerging concern variants, it added.

From Page 1

Chautala invited Nitish
to attend the rally to mark the
birthday of former Prime
Minister Devi Lal.

Nitish  held a meeting
with former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi a day earlier.

Asked about his aspira-
tions to become the Prime
Minister, Nitish said, “This is
wrong. I am not a claimant for
the post, nor am I desirous of
it.” Nitish has maintained that
any Opposit ion al l iance
against the BJP must include
the Congress and the Left, a
contention that is not fully
shared by the AAP, Mamata
Banerjee’s  TMC and K

Chandrashekar Rao’s TRS. 
KCR was in Patna last

week and held talks with
Nitish in his effort to gal-
vanise a non-BJP non-
Congress front to which
Nitish responded calling it has
be a main Front. Nitish assert-
ed that his focus is to bring
together all Opposition par-
ties. “It is time for the Left
parties, the Congress and all
regional parties to come
together to form a united
Opposition,” Nitish told
reporters soon after his meet-
ing with CPI-M general sec-
retary Sitaram Yechury.

According to Yechury,
Nit ish’s  return to the
Opposition fold and his desire

to be part of a fight against the
BJP is a great signal for Indian
politics. “First, the agenda is
to unite all parties, not to
decide on the PM candidate.
When the time comes we
will decide the PM candidate
and let you all know,” he said.
The JD(U) leader also met
CPI general secretary D Raja.

“I have had a long associ-
ation with the CPI-M from
my younger days. You all
have not seen me, but when-
ever I used to come to Delhi,
I used to come to this office.
Today we are all together
again. Our entire focus is to
unite all Left parties, the
regional parties, the Congress.
This will be a big deal if all of

us come together,” he said.
In his  meeting with

Kejriwal, Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia and
JD(U) leader Sanjay Jha were
also present,  while during the
meeting with Mulayam Singh
at a hospital where he is
bedridden, Akhilesh Yadav
was also present.

“Many thanks to Nitish
for visiting my residence.
Discussion was held on many
serious issues related to the
countr y l ike education,
health, ‘operation lotus’, open
horse-trading of MLAs to
topple popularly elected
Governments, and increasing
unrestrained corruption,
unemployment and corrup-

tion for BJP dispensations,”
Kejriwal tweeted while attack-
ing the BJP.  The meeting
between the two leaders last-
ed for nearly 90 minutes.

Nitish met Chautala at the
former CM’s residence in
Gurgaon. He was accompa-
nied by JD(U) spokesperson
K C Tyagi. Speaking about the
meeting, INLD leader Nafe
Singh Rathee said the two
leaders met “warmly”. Tyagi
asserted the Congress and
the Left parties are an “essen-
tial component” of any non-
BJP formation as he noted
that his party has authorised
Nitish to take required steps
to bring together all opposi-
tion parties.

From Page 1
Sisodia added, “They will

only find more blueprints of
schools.”

Later addressing a press
conference, AAP spokesper-
son Saurav Bhardwaj said
that after the CBI’s clean chit
Dy CM Sisodia has received
a clean chit from the ED too.

“Several reporters from
various news channels were
stationed at Manish Sisodia’s
residence after getting a tip
from the ED; however, the ED
officers ditched the plans of
raiding his  residence,”
Bhardwaj said.

The AAP leader said that
the ED understood that they

will become a laughing stock
in front of the entire country
if they raided the Deputy
Chief Minister’s residence
because they were aware that
they will come back empty
handed just like the CBI.

The CBI had conducted
searches in the case on August
19, covering the Delhi resi-
dences of Sisodia (50), IAS
officer and former Delhi
excise commissioner Arava
Gopi Krishna, and 19 other
locations across seven States
and Union Territories.

Sisodia holds multiple
portfol ios in the Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal-led
Delhi Government, including

excise and education.
The ED is probing if

alleged irregularities were
done in the formulation and
execution of the Delhi Excise
Policy brought out in
November last year.  

The scheme came under
scrutiny after  Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena recently recommend-
ed a CBI probe into the
alleged irregularities in the
implementation of Delhi
excise policy. 

Saxena had also suspend-
ed 11 excise officials in the
matter.

Sisodia had also demand-
ed a CBI probe into the

alleged irregularities in the
policy.

The CBI inquiry was rec-
ommended on the findings of
the Delhi chief secretary’s
report filed in July showing
prima facie violations of the
GNCTD Act 1991,
Transaction of Business Rules
(ToBR)-1993, Delhi Excise
Act-2009 and Delhi Excise
Rules-2010.

During its probe, the ED
will analyse if individuals and
companies that were involved
in the policy-making of this
scheme and related entities
generated any “proceeds of
crime under the definition of
PMLA” and if there was any

possible creation of illegal or
benami assets.

The chief  secretar y’s
report had shown prima facie
violations, including “delib-
erate and gross procedural
lapses”, to provide post-tender
“undue benefits to liquor
licencees” through the policy. 

Undue financial favours
were allegedly extended to
liquor licencees after the ten-
ders were awarded, causing
loss to the exchequer. The
excise department gave a
waiver of Rs 144.36 crore to
the licencees on the tendered
licence fee on the excuse of
Covid-19, according to the
CBI FIR.

From Page 1
These two helipads  will

be used for landing heli-
copters carrying the chee-
tahs while five helipads have
been developed for the VIPs
coming to attend the event.

Earlier, there were con-
cerns that the project might
get delayed since officers were
unable to catch four leopards
that were fenced inside the
cheetah enclosure when it
was built. However, three of
them were caught later and
the remaining one is not a

problem, officials said.
Officers say everything

else is in place for the rein-
troduction of cheetahs. The
500-hectare fenced-off area is
still a hive of activity.

The transport logistics
are being carefully planned to
ensure that the fastest route is
taken, with the fewest number
of stops and transfers. The
aerial distance is close to
9,000km but it’s the proverbial
last mile that is causing
creased eyebrows. The MP
forest department has invited

its staff to volunteer for a
cheetah project posting.

The last cheetah died in
the country in 1947 in Korea
distr ict  in present day
Chhattisgarh, and the species
was declared extinct in the
country.

The “African Cheetah
Introduction Project in India”
was conceived in 2009 and a
plan to introduce the big cat
by November last year in
KNP suffered a setback due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, offi-
cials said.
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Lakhs of red ants invaded
Brahmansahi village in

Odisha's Puri district after
flood water receded recently,
prompting scientists to launch
an operation to rid the hamlet
of the army of poisonous
insects.

Swarms of ants infested
every nook and corner of the
village, including houses, roads,
fields and trees, throwing nor-
mal lives out of gear. Many have
been bitten by these ants, caus-
ing swelling and irritation on
the skin.

Even domestic animals and
house lizards have fallen prey
to the ants. The situation is
such that villagers are to forced
draw circles with pesticide
powders wherever they sit,
stand or sleep.

Three families of the village
have fled due to the ant men-
ace and are staying at their rel-
atives' place, locals said.

Loknath Dash, a villager,
said he has not seen anything
like this in the past despite
floods hitting the village earli-
er as well.

"The ants have made our
lives miserable. We are unable
to eat, sleep or sit properly. The
children are unable to study
due to the fear of ants," said
Renubala Dash, who along
with her family is now staying

at a relative's house in a near-
by village. 

Odisha University of
Agriculture and Technology
(OUAT) and the district
administration have launched
an operation to provide relief
to the villagers.

Senior OUAT scientist
Sanjay Mohanty said the village
is surrounded by a river and
bushy forests. "The ants which
live on the river embankment
and bushes moved to the village
as their habitats were inundat-
ed by flood waters."

Mohanty said it was a new
phenomenon in the village,
where around 100 families live. 

"However, we are trying to
find the place from where the
ants are coming. Once the
place is located, pesticide can
be sprayed on a two-metre
radius of it," he said.
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday sought the stand of

the city Government on a plea by
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) challenging the
constitution of a “Committee of
Municipal Corporation” by the
Delhi Assembly. The MCD also
objected to the subsequent
demands by the Committee of
Municipal Corporation about
the information on the corpo-
ration's internal affairs.

In the petition filed through
lawyers Sanjeev Sagar and Nazia
Parveen, the MCD said that the
act of questioning it through the
Committee of Municipal

Corporation was bad in law
and illegal as the Delhi govern-
ment has “no power and no legal
right to constitute the
Committee” or seek information
and compel the presence of offi-
cers without sanction and
approval of Lieutenant
Government in view of the
amendment to GNCTD Act.

“Respondent cannot act
contrary to provisions of DMC
(Delhi Municipal Corporation)
Act because only UOI (Union of
India) has the power of super-
intendence as well as control over
the affairs of Corporation. No
rules have been framed post
amendment to section 33 of the
GNCTD Act.
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The Assam Police on
Tuesday claimed that peo-

ple have demolished a madras-
sa and a house adjacent to it in
Goalpara district in protest
against the alleged use of the
institute's premises for 'jihadi'
activities.

Local people accused two
Bangladeshis, who are cur-
rently absconding, of using
the premises of the madrassa
located at Pakhiura Char under
the Matia Police Station limits
for 'jihadi' activities, Goalpara
Superintendent of Police V V
Rakesh Reddy told reporters.

"The local people have
taken the initiative to demolish
the madrassa.....The police and
the district administration are
not involved in it," the SP said.

AIUDF's Badruddin Ajmal
said the state government

should not bulldoze educa-
tional institutes.

Reacting to madrassas
being razed to the ground by
the state administration, he
said, "It is not right to demol-
ish educational institutes, be it
a madrassa or any other edu-
cational or religious institute".

"If any 'jihadi' is found, the
state must properly investigate
the matter and take action as
per the law of the land. If a
court gives orders for demoli-
tion, then it is fine but any ran-
dom exercise is not accepted,"
the MP said. A Congress
spokesperson said the party is
looking into the matter and will
give a detailed response to the
Goalpara incident only after
talking to the local people. 

The use of the madrassa
premises in Goalpara for anti-
national activity came to light
following the arrest of

Jalaluddin Sheikh, a cleric of
the institute with his alleged
links with the two Bangladeshis
who are suspected members of
terror outfits- Al Qaeda in
Indian Subcontinent (AQIS)
and Ansarul Bangla Team
(ABT), the SP said.

According to the police,
Sheikh had allegedly engaged
the duo as teachers of the
Darogar Alga Pakhiura Char
Madrassa by "convincing the
villagers that they are very
knowledgeable and have come
from West Bengal though they
are  Bangladeshis".

A local resident Shah Alam
Sheikh told reporters that vil-
lagers did not know anything
about 'jihadi' activities being
carried out on the madrassa
premises and were under the
impression that the teachers
had come to teach their chil-
dren".
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The prospectus for PhD admission
to the Jawaharlal Nehru University

(JNU) has sparked a row, with stu-
dents and teachers decrying the lack
of clarity around the process and the
decline in the number of seats. 

The students have claimed that
the total number of PhD seats across
centres in the JNU will decline by 32
per cent from the academic year
2022-23 and many centres plan to fill
all the seats with students selected for
Junior Research Fellow (JRF).

Moreover, teachers and students
at the university have raised concerns
over the lack of clarity as regards the
starting of the admission process.
There was no immediate response

from the administration.
The JNU recently released the

PhD prospectus for the academic ses-
sion 2022-23, according to which
admissions will be based on merit.

The candidates seeking admission
into PhD programmes have to appear
in the CBT (Computer Based Test).

"It is to be noted that merely qual-
ifying in the CBT does not entitle the
candidates to be shortlisted for viva-
voce examination. Shortlisting of the
candidates to be called for viva-voce
shall be done as per the following cri-
teria," the prospectus mentioned.

The JRF-qualified candidates will
be exempted from the CBT. They are
required to apply separately under the
JRF category. Such candidates shall be
shortlisted and called directly for
viva-voce.
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The Enforcement Directorate on Tuesday
arrested former NSE CEO and MD Ravi

Narain in a money laundering case, officials said.
His role is being investigated by the federal

probe agency as part of two criminal cases
linked to the bourse — the alleged co-location
'scam' case and the purported illegal phone tap-
ping of employees. Narain is understood to have
been arrested in the tapping case under the crim-
inal sections of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The ED earlier had arrested another former
National Stock Exchange (NSE) MD and CEO
Chitra Ramkrishna in the alleged phone tapping
case while the CBI, which is parallely probing
these cases, had arrested her in the co-location
case.

The Enforcement Directorate has also arrest-
ed former Mumbai Police Commissioner Sanjay
Pandey in the alleged illegal phone tapping case. 
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Delhi BJP MLAs, led by
Leader of Opposition in

the Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, staged a protest near
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia's residence on Tuesday,
demanding his dismissal over
the alleged liquor scam. 

Besides,  BJP leaders
including state president Adesh
Gupta and MPs Manoj Tiwari
and Ramesh Bidhuri among
others participated in the cam-
paign being conducted outside
around  20 metro stations and
other prominent locations in
the national capital. 

The Leader of Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri led the
protest  raised slogans against
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and Sisodia, demanding that
they should step down.

The protesters were
stopped by police as they tried
to march towards Sisodia's
Mathura Road residence. The
BJP leaders had started their
protest from National Sports
Club of India.

Bidhuri, along with his fel-
low legislators Mohan Singh
Bisht, Vijender Gupta, Om
Prakash Sharma, Jitendra

Mahajan, Ajay Mahawar and
Abhay Verma, was detained
during the protest and later
released from the Mandir Marg
police station.

"We have been raising the
issue of scam in the excise pol-
icy of the Kejriwal government
for months but neither the
chief minister nor Sisodia has
answered our questions. 

The BJP workers will not
rest till Sisodia is removed
from the government," Bidhuri
said. He alleged that the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) came to
power by raising the slogan of
war against corruption, but it
is "completely submerged" in
corruption. After the protest,
Bidhuri participated the sig-
nature campaign outside Rajiv
Chowk metro station.

Delhi BJP chief Adesh
Gupta who participated a sig-
nature campaign outside Karol
Bagh Metro station,said that a
sting video that BJP released
yesterday clearly reveals the
scam in Kejriwal government's
excise policy. “We are seeking
public support for our demand
to sack Sisodia as the AAP
leadership has so far avoided
answering questions about the
scam," Gupta said .

Union Minister of State,
Meenakshi Lekhi after partic-
ipating in signature campaign
in Sarojini Nagar Market,said
that who gave permission to
Kejriwal to loot Delhi's revenue
and tax payers money.  
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With the arrest of two
Afghan Nationals, the

Delhi Police’s Special Cell on
Tuesday claimed to have bust-
ed ‘transnational drug cartel’
and seized 312 kilograms of
methamphetamine, biggest haul
this year, along with 10 kg of
heroin. Police said that the
international value of the seized
contraband is estimated to be
over Rs 1200 crores.

The accused have been
identified as Mustafa Stanikzai
(23), a resident of Kabul in
Afghanistan and Rahimullah
Rahimi (44), a resident of
Kandahar in Afghanistan. Police
said that Stanikzai was present-
ly living at Khadda Colony
near Jaitpur while Rahimi, was
residing at Unitech Horizon in
Greater Noida. Addressing a

press conference, H G S
Dhaliwal, the Special
Commissioner of Police, Special
Cell said that on September 3,
specific inputs were received
that two Afghan nationals,
Rahimullah and Mustafa, were
reaching Delhi in a luxury
Skoda Superb car and were
expected to be carrying some
contraband with them.

“Acting on the inputs, a trap
was laid and both were appre-
hended from near Kalindi Kunj
Metro Station. On cursory
check police recovered 1.360 kgs
of heroin from the possession of
Mustafa while another 1.040 kgs
of heroin was recovered from
the possession of Rahimullah,”
said the Special CP. “Since the
intel pointed towards a bigger
consignment that was being
shepherded by the apprehend-
ed duo, quick, intense interro-

gation at the spot was carried
out. This succeeded in extract-
ing information regarding a
white colour Mahindra Pickup
which was trailing Rahimullah
and Mustafa,” said the Special
CP. “However, the Mahindra
pickup was intercepted near
SDMC Toll, Kalindi Kunj and
during the search of onboard 16
bags, white crystalline material

was found. This suspect chem-
ical was checked using the nar-
cotic field testing kit which
revealed that nine out of 16 bags
were containing contraband
Methamphetamine,” said
Special CP. 

“The contraband contain-
ing bags were weighed and
total weight was recorded to be
approximately 311.4 Kgs.
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The Delhi traffic police have
issued an advisory antici-

pating a large number of peo-
ple to turn up around the
Central Vista project after its
inauguration scheduled for
Thursday.  

The traffic police
announced general traffic
diversions from 6 pm to 9 pm
on several roads to ensure the
safety of children and pedes-
trians, and smooth traffic
movement in the New Delhi
district. The avenue that will be

open to the masses on
September 8 stretches from
Vijay Chowk to India Gate.

Delhi Police said elaborate
arrangements have been made
in order to facilitate the safety
of pedestrians, including chil-
dren and to ensure smooth
movement of traffic in the
New Delhi district.

General traffic will be
diverted from the specific roads
from 6 pm to 9 pm.

According to the traffic
advisory, traffic movement will
be diverted from roads such as
-- Tilak Marg (From C-
Hexagon to Bhagwan Dass

Road Crossing), Purana Quila
Road (From C-Hexagon to
Mathura Road), Shershah Road
(from C-Hexagon to Mathura
Road).

Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg
(From C-Hexagon to
Subramanian Bharti Marg
Crossing), Pandara Road (from
C-Hexagon to Subramanian
Bharti Marg Crossing),
Shahjahan Road (from C-
Hexagon to Q-point), Akbar
Road (from C-Hexagon to
RoundAbout Mansingh Road),
Ashoka Road (from C-
Hexagon to R/A Jaswant Singh
Road), it said.

K.G Marg (from C-
Hexagon to Madhav Rao
Scindia Marg Crossing),
Copernicus Marg (from C-
Hexagon to Madhav Rao
Scindia Marg Crossing) from 6
pm to 9 pm, the advisory
added.

Commuters using two-
wheelers, three-wheelers and
four-wheelers are requested to
plan their journey in advance
accordingly and avoid roads
such as W-Point, Mathura
Road, Ashoka Road, Q-Point,
Prithvi Raj Road, Akbar Road,
Subramanian Bharti Marg, APJ
Abdul Kalam Road, Rajesh

Pilot Marg.
Similarly, roundabout

Windsor Place, roundabout
Claridge Hotel, Man Singh
Road, roundabout MLNP,
Janpath, Firoz Shah Road,
roundabout Mandi House and
Sikandra Road as these points
and junctions are expected to
witness a heavy volume of traf-
fic.

The advisory stated keep-
ing in view the large number of
expected pedestrians who will
be visiting Central Vista post-
inauguration, diversion for
buses will start at Moti Bagh
Crossing on Ring Road, Bhikaji

Cama Crossing on Ring Road,
South foot of Lodhi Flyover,
ITO, I.P.Flyover-Vikas Marg,
Ring Road-Yamuna Bazar, Tis
Hazari-R/A Mori Gate
Junction, Panchkuian Road
(Dayal Chowk), AIIMS
Flyover, SBM-Mathura Road,
Neela Gumbad, Ashram
Chowk, NH-24-Ring Road,
Ring Road-ISBT, ISBT- 'T'
Point, Dhaula Kuan from 6 pm
and will remain in force till 9
pm. 

Moti Bagh crossing on
Ring Road, Bhikaji Cama
Crossing on Ring Road, South
foot of Lodhi Flyover, ITO,

I.P.Flyover-Vikas Marg, Ring
Road-Yamuna Bazar, Tis
Hazari-R/A Mori Gate
Junction, Panchkuian Road
(Dayal Chowk), AIIMS
Flyover, SBM-Mathura Road,
Neela Gumbad, Ashram
Chowk, NH-24-Ring Road,
Ring Road-ISBT, ISBT- 'T'
Point, Dhaula Kuan.

Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC), Delhi
Integrated Multi-Modal Transit
System (DIMTS) and other
public transport authorities are
also requested to plan the
movement of their fleet vehicles
in advance and avoid the

above-mentioned roads for the
convenience of the general
public. 

DTC has also been request-
ed to organise a 'Park & Ride'
facility from the following pick-
up points to C-Hexagon —
Bhairon Road, Rajghat,
Connaught Place and JLN
Stadium. 

In view of a large number
of expected footfall, people are
advised to avoid using their pri-
vate vehicles and cabs to trav-
el to Central Vista. Instead, they
should use public transport or
avail 'Park & Ride' facility, the
traffic police advisory added. 
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The Delhi Government will
take up a range of steps

including construction of fly-
over and underpass to decon-
gest 77 choke points in the
national Capital. 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind  Kejriwal on Tuesday
held a meeting with the Public
Works Department (PWD) to
discuss the plan on decongest-
ing these choke points. 

The Kejriwal Government
is planning decongesting arte-
rial stretches such as Outer
Ring Road, Ring Road, NH-10
and Wazirabad Road, among
others.

Announcing the project,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said his government will
decongest 77 choke points by
redesigning roads, and con-
structing flyovers, underpass-
es and foot overbridges at a
large scale to rid Delhiites of
traffic snarls.

"The project will be
implemented in a phased man-
ner, with high-traffic density
zones being decongested first.
Outer Ring Road, Najafgarh
Road, Wazirabad Road, Rohtak
Road, and Anand Vihar-Apsara
Road are set for a revamp
under the decongestion project
and lakhs of commuters will be
benefited daily," Kejriwal said
on Tuesday.

During the meeting, PWD
officials informed the CM that
the task force of the govern-
ment had identified 77 corri-
dors where bottlenecks were
leading to traffic jams.

An elevated corridor will
be constructed from Anand
Vihar to Apsara border with
flyovers at Surya Nagar and
Ramprastha traffic intersec-
tions to cater to the require-
ment of residents of Vivek
Vihar, Surya Nagar and

Ramprastha Colony, the state-
ment said. Another road that
will be decongested includes
eight km stretch of Wazirabad
Road from Karawal Nagar to
Bhopura Border. 

Here the government will
redesign Wazirabad Road
along with service road by
developing footpaths and con-
struction of two flyovers at
Karawal Nagar-Gokulpuri
junction and at Gagan Cinema
T-Junction and Nand Nagri.

The flyover at Karawal
Nagar-Gokulpuri will be a dou-
ble decker flyover where metro
train will ply at the top level and
vehicles will move on levels
below the deck. 

Besides, an FOB will be
built between Chand Bagh
Colony and Bhajanpura Petrol
Pump on Wazirabad Road.

The government will also
construct two skywalks -- one
near Ajmeri Gate and the other
in Pitampura. 

The skywalk from
Pitampura metro station to
Rohini district court will
decongest Madhuban Chowk
intersection on Outer Ring
Road while the skywalk at
Ajmeri Gate Chowk will ease
pedestrian movement and
decongest JLN Marg.

The statement further said
that under the long term East-
West corridor project, the gov-
ernment will take up the con-
struction of an elevated road
from Delhi Gate to Kamal T-
Point and from Delhi Gate to
New Delhi railway station.

Similarly, to decongest
the Rohtak Road (NH-10), the
PWD will widen the rail over-
bridge on the way from
Peeragarhi Chowk to
Mangolpuri and develop a slip
road at Peeragarhi intersection
for the traffic taking left turn on
the way from Nangloi to
Mangolpuri.
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Delhi Government is con-
structing a flyover at Sarai

Kale Khan to ease traffic move-
ment. Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Tuesday laid the foundation
stone of a flyover at Sarai Kale
Khan. The three-lane flyovers
will come up parallel to an
existing one on the other car-
riageway of the Ring Road at
Sarai Kale Khan. The flyover
would cost Rs 65.55 crore.

"Sarai Kale Khan is one of
the busiest areas of Delhi,
where traffic will increase fur-
ther due to ISBT, metro station,
railway station, and RRTS,"
Sisodia said in a series of tweets
in Hindi. 

"To make the traffic
smooth, the foundation stone
of a new 3-lane flyover was laid
here today, it will be ready in
1 year and will make this T-
junction signal free," Sisodia
said. The project, which was
planned at the beginning of this
year, will aid commuters trav-

elling from the NCR cities of
Noida and Ghaziabad and ITO
connecting to the Ashram fly-
over and other areas. The
550m-long three-lane flyover is
proposed to be constructed
along the existing single flyover
on Ring Road for vehicles trav-
elling from ITO towards
Ashram via the Sarai Kale
Khan T-junction. 

The new flyover would
help decongest the ISBT and T-
junction, where a Rapid Rail
Transit System station is com-
ing up, apart from Nizamuddin
Railway Station. Currently, traf-
fic coming from Mayur Vihar
and Noida via Delhi-Meerut
Expressway merges at Sarai
Kale Khan bus stand, which
makes this stretch very busy.

The diverging point on
the road leads to Barapullah
elevated corridor, where there
is already traffic slowdown due
to construction of a pillar of
RRTS. "With this flyover, lakhs
of vehicles going from ITO to
Ashram daily will get rid of
traffic.

��
���	���	��	�� ��������	

After the Congress, the AAP
has also decided to under-

take a country-wide ‘yatra’, as
part of the party’s “Make India
Number 1” campaign, from
Hisar in Haryana on
Wednesday. The yatra is seen as
the AAP attempts at expanding
its base beyond Delhi and

Punjab.“ I will undertake a
country wide  yatra from my
birth place, Hisar in Haryana
from Wednesday. From there
one by one, I will go to all States
and will join people in the
movement. People can join
the movement by giving a
missed call to 9510001000.

AAP convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Tuesday announced while
addressing a digital press con-
ference that he will undertake
a country wide  yatra from my
birth place, Hisar in Haryana
from Wednesday. “From there
one by one, I will go to all States
and will join people in the
movement. People can join
the movement by giving a
missed call to 9510001000. 
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As the old regime of excise
policy returned from

September 1, the exercise
department has collected Rs
269.08 crore revenue as excise
duty and license fees so far.

According to sources, more
than 500 retail shops have
been granted licences out of
which 350 shops have already
started sales since September 1.  

As many as 72 wholesale
suppliers have registered 600
brands of which 60 licenses
with 430 brands (195 Indian
and 235 Foreign) have been
approved.  Besides, about 926
Hotels, Clubs & Restaurants
liquor licenses have also been
auto renewed for period till
28th February 2023. "Rs 269.08
crore excise revenue, including
licence fee and excise duty, has
been collected (up to

September 5) under the current
regime. In addition to this, rev-
enue, as VAT on liquor sales, of
proportionate value will also be
received," the excise depart-
ment said.

"More than 1000 brands
will be brought into the Delhi
market to cater to different stra-
ta of the society in the coming
days. As on date, sufficient
liquor for more than 12 full
days is available in Delhi. 

Liquor outlets have report-
ed an average sale of about 8
lakh in the first week of
September which is likely to go
up in the coming days," sources
said. 

The AAP Government
reverted to its old excise regime
from September 1 with over
350 liquor vends opened by the
Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Development
Corporation, Delhi State
Industrial and Infrastructure

Development Corporation,
Delhi State Civil Supplies
Corporation and Delhi
Consumers' Cooperative
Wholesale Store.

Sources said that more
than 500 retail shops have
been granted licences out of
which 350 shops have already
started sales and that remain-
ing retail vends will be made
operational after following laid
down procedure in this regard.

Under the Excise Policy
2021-22, private vends had
logged a  sale of around 13 to
14 lakh liquor bottles daily. The
policy was withdrawn by the
government in July after a CBI
probe was recommended by Lt
Governor V K Saxena into
alleged irregularities.

"These include many pre-
mier vends and 6 shops in
shopping malls. These
Government corporations will
be catering to Delhi’s Liquor

requirements till January, 2023
and special efforts were made
to improve the user experience,
which will be further enhanced,
“they added.

According to the sources,
the Excise Intelligence Bureau
(EIB), 33 teams at Sub-division
level headed by the area Sub-
divisional Magistrates have
been constituted to ensure no
malpractices like bootlegging,
cross border liquor smuggling,
hoarding, and illegal practices
like discounting/overcharging,
brand pushing, etc.

As part of Ease of Doing
Business (EoDB) and also con-
sidering the fixed timelines,
licensees are being facilitated
through NOCs from the trade
and taxes department within 24
hours through a nodal officer,
they added.

A help desk has also been
made operational in the excise
department that has has taken

all necessary steps to ensure
seamless transition in a span of
less than a month's time to pro-
vide adequate liquor supply in
Delhi from 01st September,
2022.

Meanwhile, the liquor
vends in the capital, still striv-
ing to get their hands on the
supply of popular brands such
as Blenders Pride, Royal Stag,
etc. The stock is available but
not sufficient to meet the
demand of booze lovers in the
city. 

“The supply of the liquor is
now on the daily basis, but the
only struggle that we are facing
is of the brands which are not
available with suppliers. 

Only some brands in the
expensive liquor such as black
dog, black label are available,
while the others are still miss-
ing from the shelves,” said a
liquor vend owner at Shahdara,
east district.
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Feedback on probable can-
didates for 144 Lok Sabha

seats which the BJP lost nar-
rowly  in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls and analysis of the pattern
of voting along with sugges-
tions for "better  coirdination"
at booth level committees in
these constituencies ahead of
the 2024 general elections were
the issues discussed by BJP
leaders here on Tuesday in a
meeting attended by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah and
party president JP Nadda.

Over 25 Union Ministers,
including Bhupender Yadav,
Giriraj Singh, Smriti Irani,
Parshottam Rupala and
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
were among those who were
present in the  key meeting at
the BJP headquarters.

The big BJP huddle was
one of the "series" of "continu-
ous discussions" undertaken by
the party leadership  to bring
"clarity" on the strategy to win
"350 Lok Sabha seats" in 2024,
sources said. " In 2019, from
282 seats we increased to 314,”

they said. The seats lost in 2019
spread over several states
including   Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Telangana,
Punjab and West Bengal. 

As part of the strategy, the
party classified these 144 seats
in groups with identical issues
as also where BJP stood a close
second or third in the poll out-
come. One Union Minister
each is made in-charge of each
group tasked to give a "winning
strategy" to the party leader-
ship.

All 144 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies have been visited,
surveys carried out in assem-
bly segments and a list of
probable candidates in each

constituency is being prepared
to whet it further with the
micro level inputs by people
outside the party structure,
sources said. 

The Ministers gave
detailed presentations such as
electoral profile, voting pattern
in urban and rural segments,
weak areas, latest  feedback of
local level surveys  on the
respective  constituencies des-
ignated to them.

Caste profile of each of 144
constituencies was deliberated
extensively and more visits by
the central leaders to these con-
stituencies have been planned
to implement "corrective mea-
sures", they said
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New Delhi: Prime Minister of
Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina on
Tuesday announced Mujib
Scholarship for direct descen-
dants of the Indian soldiers
killed or grievously injured in
the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation
War.

The awards will be con-
ferred on Wednesday, she said.
The award is named after
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Hasina's father. A
total of 200 family members of
Indian Army personnel will
receive the scholarship.

"We are grateful for valu-
able support from government
and people of India in great war
of liberation of Bangladesh in
1971, which was a watershed
moment in our bilateral rela-
tions...."Tomorrow, I will con-
fer Mujib Scholarship to the
direct descendants of  soldiers

or officers of defence forces of
India who were martyred or
gravely wounded during
Bangladesh Liberation War,"
Hasina said. As many as 1,984
Indian Army personnel were
killed in the war, according to
the Bangladeshi government.  

The Hasina government
had earlier honoured other
Indian supporters of the free-
dom movement of Bangladesh,
including writers and politi-
cians.  In the past, Hasina had
also proposed to confer simi-
lar honours to those soldiers
who laid down their lives to lib-
erate the country. Hasina, who
is on a four-day visit to India,
also oversaw the signing of a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) between Prasar
Bharti and Bangladesh
Television (BTV) on coopera-
tion in broadcasting. PNS
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The Supreme Court  on
Tuesday took note of the

Eknath Shinde faction's claim
about the Uddhav Thackeray
camp stalling the proceedings
before the Election
Commission where the for-
mer's application staking claim
over the Shiv Sena and its
symbol is pending, and said it
will consider listing its plea
before a Constitution bench. 

The Election Commission
is seized of a plea by the faction
led by Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde seeking it be declared
the real Shiv Sena and granted
the party's bow and arrow poll
symbol.  

The top court, while refer-
ring to a five-judge constitution
bench several questions relat-
ed to defection, merger and dis-
qualification arising out of the
recent Maharashtra political
crisis had on August 23 direct-
ed the Election Commission
not to pass any order on the
Shinde faction's plea. 

“According to us, there was
no interim order. The court
had granted an extension of
time to the other side (Uddhav
group).  Now, the other side is
stalling the proceedings before
the Election Commission. 

Some elections are coming
up in the month of October in
the state,” senior advocate N K
Kaul, appearing for the Shinde
faction, told a bench headed by
Chief Justice UU Lalit. 

“I will look into that and
I cannot say anything off the
cuff, but certainly, there will be
something by tomorrow,” the
CJI said.  

A bench headed by the
then CJI N V Ramana (since
retired) had on August 23
referred to a five-judge bench
the petitions filed by both the
factions of Shiv Sena.
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The National Medical
Commission (NMC) has

allowed the medical students
who had to return to India due
to the Russia-Ukraine war to
transfer to colleges in other
countries. Earlier, students
studying medicine in a foreign
country were not allowed to
shift their country of study
mid-course.

Considering the special
circumstances, the NMC in its
recent notice said, “NMC con-
veys its no-objection for acad-

emic mobility program in
respect of Indian medical stu-
dents who are studying in
Ukraine provided that other
criteria of Screening Test
Regulations 2002 are fulfilled.

"The earlier rule stated,
“the entire course, training,
and internship or clerkship
shall be done in the same for-
eign medical institution
throughout the course of study
and no part of training/intern-
ship shall be done from anoth-
er institute." “It is informed that
the mobility program offered
by Ukraine has been consid-
ered in the Commission in

consultation with the Ministry
of External Affairs, wherein it
was intimated that the acade-
mic mobility program is a
temporary relocation to other
universities in different coun-
tries globally. 

However, the degree will be
awarded by the parent
Ukrainian University," NMC
said in its latest order. Even
though universities in Ukraine
have started to operate, stu-
dents are not going to the var-
sities due to geopolitical con-
ditions. Most of the students
are attending classes online,
however, NMC only recog-

nizes theory classes online and
a considerable portion of med-
ical education is practical edu-
cation. Thus, Ukraine-returned
students are looking for alter-
native solutions. A majority of
Ukraine-returned students
demanded to be given seats in
Indian private medical schools
as a temporary solution.

The Supreme Court had
earlier this year had askedNMC
to chalk out some measures to
help these students to complete
their courses and training. But
NMC stated that accommo-
dating them in Indian colleges
was not possible. 
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Aday after Bihar Chief
Minister’s  Nitish Kumar

met  former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi  in his bid to
“unite” Opposition  leaders  in
the run up to the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls,  the BJP on
Tuesday  claimed  that his
efforts would not bear any
fruits as "there is no vacancy”
for the Prime Minister’s post
and reminded him that many
opposition leaders  were
“already in the queue.”

“Nitishji! Rahul Gandhi ke
saath aapki muskurati tasveer
TV aur akhbaron mein dekhi.
Socha, aapko smaran karaun ki
aap toh Dr Ram Manohar
Lohia ke shishya hain jo gair
Congresswad ke pahle pravar-
tak thay.  Aaj  kahan chale gaye
aap,"  tweeted Senior BJP leader
and former  union minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad in Hindi.

The BJP leader sought to
remind the Bihar Chief
Minister that he is the disciple
of Dr Ram Manohar Lohia
who was the first  promoter of

“anti-Congressism”. Prasad
suggested that Nitish was
defeating  the ideas espoused by
Lohia by meeting the Congress
leader. Prasad said that efforts
of uniting opposition was made
in the past met with no success
and  that there are several
claimants to the Prime
Minister’s post in the opposi-
tion camp and he being  only
one of them in the queue. 

"What you are doing today
— knocking on every door —
is not new. Many did the same
before you but with no result.
There is no vacancy for the
prime minister's post. But
many opposition leaders are
already in the queue. You too
stand,"  Prasad said.

"Had Nitish Kumar been
proactive in developing Bihar
like he is for his personal ambi-
tion, many Bihari youth would
have got employment oppor-
tunity,"   the former  Minister
took  a swipe in yet another of
his tweet.

BJP’s Rajya Sabha member
and former deputy-chief
Minister Sushil Kumar  Modi
also described Nitish's visit to
the National  Capital as “polit-
ical tourism”.

BJP and JDU are locked in
a war words over several polit-
ical issues following  JDU’s
sudden exit from the BJP-led -
National  Democratic alliance,
last month, and  Nitish form-
ing a new coalition government
with RJD, Congress and other
parties in Bihar. 
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With ties between the two
countries on an upward

trajectory, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Tuesday hailed Australia as
"an early and vigorous sup-
porter" of India's Indo-Pacific
Oceans Initiative (IPOI) and
said the relations between the
two countries have shifted
gears and moved into a high-
er orbit.

Making this observation in
an online address to the
Australia-India Leadership
Dialogue 2022, he also said a
trade of over $20 billion and
investments at the $25-billion
level stand to rapidly expand by
the Economic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement con-
cluded in April 2022. 

Jaishankar said Australia is
a major educational destination

for Indian students, who num-
ber in excess of 100,000, while
the Indian community, esti-
mated at 7.2 lakh, is a source of
strength for both societies.
"But it is really in the realm of
politics and strategy that the

transformation has been
the sharpest. Much of the
growing convergence has been
driven by concerns about the
region's stability, prosperity
and security," Jaishankar said.

He further said the deficit
in global goods has been
sought to be addressed by
India and Australia working
together bilaterally as well as in
larger formats.

"This reflects their shared
concerns about respect for
international law and a rules-
based order. The two countries
may have long interacted in
ASEAN-led forums,
Commonwealth, Indian Ocean
Rim Association, etc. 

But stronger leadership
and more open exchanges have
brought out mutual benefits of
closer cooperation and coor-
dination.  "Australia has been
an early and vigorous sup-
porter of India's Indo-Pacific
Oceans Initiative (IPOI). In
fact, the big change has been
realization that a stronger bilat-

eral relationship today allows
the two nations to contribute
much more effectively at a
regional and at a global level,"
he added.  The IPOI builds
upon the 'Security and Growth
for All in the Region'

(SAGAR) initiative
announced by Prime Minister
Modi in 2015.  The Australia-
India Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative Partnership
(AIIPOIP) in particular is
focussed on maritime cooper-
ation in the Indo-Pacific to sup-
port an open, inclusive,
resilient, prosperous and rules-
based maritime order.

Jaishankar also talked
about a new intensity in the
interactions between the two
countries from the leadership
level downwards and referred
to a number of agreements in
recent months.

These include pacts rang-
ing from maritime collabora-
tion, defence science
exchanges, mutual logistics
support to cooperation in
cyber-enabled critical technol-
ogy, critical and strategic min-
erals, water resources man-
agement, vocational education
and training, as well as public
administration and gover-
nance.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Tuesday con-

gratulated Liz Truss on being
chosen to be the next Prime
Minister of the UK and said he
is confident that the India-UK
relationship will grow further
under her leadership. 

Jaishankar tweeted, "Your
commitment to raising India-
UK cooperation to a higher
level is well known. Confident
that our relationship will grow
further under your leader-
ship."

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had also congratulated
Truss on Monday night after
she was chosen to be next
prime minister of UK and
expressed confidence that
under her leadership, the India-
UK Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership will be further
strengthened. 
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India and Mongolia on
Tuesday discussed ways to

further enhance bilateral
defence and strategic ties dur-
ing talks between Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and his
counterpart Lt General
Saikhanbayar Gursed in
Ulaanbaatar.  Rajnath is the
first Defence Minister to visit
Mongolia.

Giving details of his
engagements, defence ministry
officials said here Rajnath also
called on the President of
Mongolia Ukhnaagiin
Khurelsukh and Chairman of
State Great Khural. 

The defence minister also
inaugurated a Cyber Security
Training Centre, built with
assistance from India and laid
the foundation stone of the
India-Mongolia Friendship
School, to be constructed with
Indian assistance. On bilateral
talks, the officials said the two
ministers discussed effective
and practical initiatives to fur-
ther expand bilateral defence
engagements. 

The two leaders deliber-
ated on regional and global
issues of mutual interest. Both
Ministers reaffirmed their
commitment to fully imple-
ment the Strategic Partnership
based on mutual trust and

understanding, common inter-
ests and shared values of
democracy and rule of law. The
two Ministers also reiterated
their resolve to reinvigorate the
India-Mongolia Joint Working
Group (JWG), which will meet
in India later this year. 

In his interaction with the
Mongolian president, the two
leadersrecalled their strong
bonhomie and previous inter-
action in 2018 when together
they laid the foundation stone
for the ongoing oil refinery pro-
ject being undertaken by assis-
tance from India. 

Rajnath also met
Chairman of State Great
Khural of Mongolia G
Zandanshatar. 

Rajnath along with
Minister of Education and
Science of Mongolia, laid the
foundation stone of the India-
Mongolia Friendship School,
which is being established with
the assistance from
Government of India.

India established diplo-
matic relations with Mongolia
in 1955. Mongolia has declared
India as a strategic partner and
“spiritual neighbour”. In 2015,
“strategic partnership” between
the two Asian democracies
was declared during the visit of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Defence is an important
element of bilateral engage-
ments with Mongolia.
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The Government on Tuesday
appointed seasoned diplo-

mat Sanjay Kumar Verma as
India's next High
Commissioner to Canada,
while Amit Kumar, currently
Consulate General of India in
Chicago, will be the next
ambassador to the Republic of
Korea.  

Verma, a 1988-batch
Indian Foreign Service(IFS)
officer and presently India's
Ambassador to Japan, is
expected to take up the assign-
ment shortly, the Ministry of
External Affairs said in a state-
ment.  

He succeeds Acting High
Commissioner Anshuman
Gaur.  Amit Kumar, who joined
the Indian Foreign Service in
1995, was earlier Deputy Chief
of Mission in the Embassy of
India, Washington DC with
Ambassador-rank. PNS 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it would begin

hearing from September 13 a
batch of pleas on the
Constitutional validity of the
Centre's decision to grant 10
per cent reservation to
Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) in admissions and jobs. 

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Chief Justice
UU Lalit said this after it was
told that the lawyers for the
parties would need 18 hours in
all to argue. 

The bench assured all the
counsel that they would be
provided adequate opportuni-
ty for advancing arguments
and said it would assemble
again on Thursday to  pass
directions to ensure smooth
hearing on as many as 40 peti-
tions. “Some suggested issues,
framed by Gopal
Sankarnarayanan, a senior
advocate of this court, have
been submitted. 

These draft issues be cir-
culated among all the counsel
and after consulting all the
crystallised version of all the
issues be placed before this this
court on Thursday (September
8),” said the bench which also

comprised Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari, S Ravindra Bhat,
Bela M Trivedi and J B
Pardiwala. Most of the peti-
tions, including the lead one
filed by ‘janhit abhiyan' in
2019, challenge the validity of
103rd Constitutional
Amendment Act,  2019, which
provides for quota for EWS cat-
egory candidates. 

The Centre, through the
103rd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2019, intro-
duced the provision for
Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) reservation in admis-
sions and public services. 

Earlier, the Centre had told
the apex court that its law,
granting 10-per cent quota for
Economically Weaker Sections
(EWSs), was brought in to
promote "social equality" by
providing "equal opportuni-
ties in higher education and
employment to those who have
been excluded by virtue of
their economic status". 

The Government had said
the new law will not be covered
by the Indra Sawhney versus
Union of India (popularly
called Mandal Commission
verdict) verdict of 1992 as pro-
vision for reservation was made
after amending the
Constitution. 
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The Uttar Pradesh
Government has

opposed the bail plea filed by
Kerala journalist Siddique
Kappan in the case filed
against him under the
Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA).

In an affidavit filed
before the Supreme Court on
Monday, the State
Government said that
Kappan has close links with
extremist organisation
Popular Front of India (PFI),
which has an anti-national
agenda and he was part of the
larger conspiracy with the co-
accused (including the finan-
cial launderer of CFI, Rauf
Sharif) to foment religious
discord and spread terror in
the country especially in the
wake of anti CAA protests
and violence, the Babri
Masjid decision of this
Hon’ble Court and the
Hathras incident.

“The anti-national and
terrorist PFI conspiracy and
agenda dates back to 2010
(when PFI cadres (ex SIMI)
had brutally maimed (hacked
off the hands) of Christian
Lecturer TJ Thomas of
Newman College, and to
2013 when a PFI-backed
weapons training terrorist
camp was raided by the
Kerala police at Narath, an
investigation which was later
taken over by the NIA,"  said
the affidavit, opposing bail
petition. 

Kappan who worked in
PFI’s newspaper Thejas was
arrested on October 5, 2020
on his way to Hathras along
with other two PFI leaders.
Kappan was Delhi Unit
Secretary of Kerala Working
Journalists Union. Kappan’s
claim was he as a journalist
was going to report the rape
and murder incident in
Hathras. 
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With intelligence reports
suggesting presence of

around 250 terrorists across
launch pads in PoK, the army
along the Line of Control (LoC)
has upped its ante to counter
any nefarious design from
across the border.

Maintaining a high vigil at
the forward post in Keran sec-
tor, the northern most part of
Kashmir along LoC, troops are
maintaining a birds-eye vigil
despite ceasefire between two
countries since February last
year.For  soldiers at this frontier,
it's a battle that has to be fought

on two fronts — hostile neigh-
bour and harsh winter, which is
approaching. Though the claims
of army that infiltration has
reduced in the past few years,
officials, who spoke to a group
of visiting journalists, said there
were intelligence inputs about
presence of about 250 terrorists
at various launch pads waiting
across the LoC to sneak in.
"So, we cannot let our guard
down," one of army officials
said.

Besides infiltration of ter-
rorists, the army is also worried
about flow of drugs from across
border. Recently, Director
General of Jammu and Kashmir
Police Dilbag Singh said smug-
gling of drugs from across bor-
der is on rise and Pakistan is
using it to fund terrorism in
Kashmir.
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Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on

Tuesday blamed the previous
Congress Governments’ “mal-
administration” and unprece-
dented rains in the capital city
for the deluge.

He said, despite all odds,
his Government has taken it up
as a challenge to restore the rain
battered city, and make sure
that such things don't recur in
the future.

Owing to the torrential
downpour that lashed the state
capital for the last couple of
days, several areas are still
under water with houses and
vehicles partially inundated,
there by affecting normal life.

"Karnataka, especially
Bengaluru has not received
unprecedented heavy rain.. For
the last 90 years such rain has
not been recorded. All the
tanks are full and are over-
flowing, some of them have
breached, and there have been

continuous rains, every day it
is raining," Bommai said.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said a picture is being por-
trayed that the entire city is fac-
ing difficulties, which is not the
case.

"Basically the issue lies in
two zones, particularly the
Mahadevapura zone for rea-
sons such as presence of 69
tanks in that small area and
almost all of them have either
breached or are overflowing,
secondly, all establishments are
in low lying areas, and the third
is encroachments," he listed
out.

Noting that his govern-
ment has taken it as a "chal-
lenge", the CM said officers,
engineers and workers and
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) teams are working
24/7.

"We have cleared lots of
encroachments and we will
continue to clear them. We are
installing sluice gates to the
tanks so that they can be man-

aged better. I have instructed
officials to ensure that the con-
trol room works 24/7. We have
started dewatering in most of
the areas. Other than one or
two areas almost all areas have
been dewatered," he said,
adding that rain is not giving
respite to work properly as
there have been rains every day.

Blaming "maladministra-

tion and unplanned adminis-
tration" of the previous
Congress governments for the
present misery, Bommai said
they had given permissions
for construction activities
"right-left-centre" in the lake
areas, on the tank bunds and
buffer zones.

They had never thought of
maintaining the lakes, he said.

"Now I have taken it up as
a challenge. I have given Rs
1,500 crores for development of
storm water drains, I have yes-
terday released Rs 300 crore to
remove all encroachments and
do a pucca structure along the
storm water drains and for the
infrastructure, so that there are
no impediments and bottle-
neck in the flow of water."
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The situation in several parts
of rain battered Bengaluru,

by and large continued to
remain the same on Tuesday,
with streets waterlogged, hous-
es and vehicles partially inun-
dated, as torrential downpour
lashed the capital city on
September 5 night. 

Using boats and tractors to
cross the streets submerged in
water by office goers and
school children was a common
sight this morning in several
parts of the city like Yemalur,
Rainbow Drive layout, Sunny
Brooks Layout, Marathahalli
among several others. "I came
by tractor as roads are all sub-
merged in water, also our vehi-
cles are under water... I have
exams from tomorrow, so I
have to go to school," a girl

dressed in school uniform
said. 

"Water has not receded, as
there was rain once again last
night (Monday), in fact I feel
it has increased. I have to go to
the office, kids have schools,
and I somehow used a tractor
today. Request the govern-
ment and authorities to do
something and restore nor-
malcy," said an office goer. 

According to Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai,
some areas in the state capital
have received 150 per cent
more rains than normal
between September 1 and 5.
Mahadevapura, Bommanahalli
and K.R.Puram have recorded
307 per cent excess rain. "This
was the highest rainfall in the
last 42 years. All the 164 tanks
in Bengaluru are filled to the
brim," he said. 
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A23-year old woman, who
allegedly died due to elec-

trocution after she came into
contact with an electric pole
while navigating a road flooded
with rain water  here was a "pil-
lar of support" for the family,
both financially and morally.

With aged parents and a
handicapped brother at home,
Akhila  started working after
completing her graduation to
support the family's needs.

Akhila worked in the
administration department of
a private school. “We (parents)
had called her last night and
she had told me that she will
come home, once the rain
stops...No child should face
what my child faced. Our life
was dependent on her earnings,
my wife can't work, son is
handicapped...," Akhila's father
Somashekar said.
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The Congress is all set to
launch its 3,570-km 'Bharat

Jodo Yatra' on Wednesday at a
mega rally in Kanyakumari
with former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi to take part in a
prayer meeting at former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's memo-
rial in Sriperumbudur. 

It will be followed by an
event where DMK leader and
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel will be present where
Rahul will be handed over a
Khadi national flag.

Stalin is in a coalition
Government with Congress
and the grand old party has
invited all the like minded
parties to join the Yatra which
seeks to highlight the plights of
economic disparities, social
polarisation and political cen-
tralization amidst host of issues
concerning the general citizens.

Before the launch of the
yatra, Rahul will also visit the
Vivekananda Rock Memorial,
Thiruvalluvar Statue and
Kamaraj Memorial in
Kanyakumari. Though the
3,570-km yatra from
Kanyakumari to Srinagar, cov-
ering 12 states and two Union
Territories in about five
months, will be formally
launched at the rally, it will
actually begin at 7 AM on
September 8 when Rahul and

several other Congress leaders
will embark on the march.

Ahead of the Yatra, Rahul
has said that with all paths
allegedly blocked by the gov-
ernment, the Congress now has
to go to the people and tell
them the truth, and that is why
the party is undertaking the
'Bharat Jodo Yatra'.

The 'padyatra' will move in
two batches, one from 7-10:30
am and the other from 3:30 pm
to 6:30 pm. While the morning
session will include a lesser
number of participants, the
evening session will see mass
mobilisation. On an average,
the 'padyatris' plan to walk
around 22-23 km daily.
Congress has asserted that its
Yatra from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari is not a 'Mann Ki
Baat' in any manner, but its
objective is to ensure that the
concerns and demands of the
people reach Delhi.

The party has classified
119 leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi, as 'Bharat Yatris' who
will walk through the entire
distance from Kanyakumari to
Srinagar.  The 'padayatra' will
reach Kerala on September 11
and will traverse through the
State for the next 18 days.
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Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa on Tuesday

said the Centre is likely to sign
a peace accord with militant
organisations from the State's
Adivasi communities within
September.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence after a Cabinet meeting
here, he said his Government
has found a gap of around 50
lakh beneficiaries after linking
Aadhaar cards with ration cards
across the State.

"The Central Government
is likely to sign a peace accord
with militant groups from the
Adivasi communities of Assam
within this month," Sarma said.

Without sharing any detail,
he said that the entire process is
being carried out under the ini-
tiative of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

A senior official from the
Assam Police headquarters told
PTI that five militant groups are
likely to sign the peace agree-
ment.  These groups are All
Adivasi National Liberation
Army, Adivasi Cobra Militant of
Assam, Birsa Commando Force,
Santhal Tiger Force and Adivasi
People's Army.

"These groups have been in
ceasefire for many years after
announcing Suspension of
Operations. Their cadres live at
designated camps under police
protection," the official said.

The central government in
January 2020 signed an agree-
ment - Bodo Peace Accord -
with militant group National
Democratic Front of Bodoland
(NDFB).
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Peace prevailing along the
International border with

Pakistan, since February last
year, was once again shattered
by the Pakistani Rangers by
resorting to 'unprovoked' firing
on the BSF patrol party near
Chinaz border outpost in the
Arnia sector of Jammu frontier
on Tuesday. 

In response the alert BSF
troops gave a befitting response
to silence their guns.

This is the first incident of
'unprovoked' firing  targeting
the Indian border guards this
year. A similar incident was
earlier reported in May 2021 in
the Ramgarh sub sector of
Samba after both India and
Pakistan had renewed their
mutually brokered ceasefire
agreement from the midnight
of February 24-25, 2021. In

between a  cross border tunnel
was detected along the
International border in the
Samba sector besides several
incidents of cross border nar-
cotics smuggling, drone drop-
pings and intruders trying to
sneak in were reported  in the
region. Luckily, the BSF patrol
party escaped unhurt. Official
sources in the BSF confirmed,
"no loss of life/injury was
reported on ground zero".
Ground reports suggested, BSF
personnel were engaged in the
repair work of lights when
Pakistani rangers targeted them
around 9.00 am in the Arnia
sector.

Meanwhile, two terrorists
belonging to the pro-Pakistan
Hizbul Mujahideen terrorist
outfit were neutralsied by the
joint teak of the security forces
at Poshkreeri area of Anantnag.

Both the killed terrorists
have been identified as as
Danish Bhat @ Kokab Duree &
Basharat Nabi. They were affil-
iated with proscribed terror
outfit Hizbul Mujahidden In a
written statement Jammu and
Kashmir police spokesman
said, both the terrorists were
involved in the killing of one
Territorial Army personnel
Saleem on 9 April 2021 &
killing of two civilians on 29
May 2021 in Jablipora.

In Jammu, the BSF and
Pakistan Rangers held a flag
meeting hours after exchanging
several rounds of fire and
decided to adhere to the cease-
fire agreement.
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The Yogi Adityanath
Government’s decision to

launch a survey to identify the
unrecognised madrasas and
gather details such as organi-
sations running them, cur-
riculum and source of income
has sparked a political row. The
Opposition alleged that the
exercise was meant to harass
Muslims in Uttar Pradesh.

Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind, an
organisation of Islamic clerics,
said on Tuesday that they
would not oppose the survey if
it was done under the law. The
Jamiat has also formed a steer-
ing committee to decide on the
survey and asked madrasas in
UP to maintain their accounts.  

However, Jamiat president
Maulana Mahmood Madani
said, “The UP Government
should try to understand, and

not misunderstand us.”
All-India Majlis-e-

Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
chief Asaduddin Owaisi said
the exercise was not a survey
but a “mini-NRC”. 

He hit out at the UP
Government for “harassing
Muslims” and said the govern-
ment could not interfere with
their rights under Article 30 of
the Constitution.

There are 16,513 recog-
nised madrasas with about 20
lakh students in the state,
according to the Uttar Pradesh
Madrasa Shiksha Board.

However, a rough estimate
suggests that there are over
40,000 private madrasas in
India’s most populous state.  In
Deoband alone, there are over
100  private madrasas not
recognised by the UP Madrasa
Shiksha Parishad.

“Almost all mosques have
a madrasa,” says Maulana
Khalid Rasheed Farangi
Mahali, rector of Darul Uloom,
Farangi Mahal, and chairman
of Islamic Centre of India,
Lucknow.

The Minority Welfare
department in UP, in an order
issued on August 30 last, asked
all the district magistrates to start
a survey of the unrecognised
madrasas in their respective dis-
tricts and gather details includ-
ing the name of organisation
running them, location, year of
establishment, if the building is
suitable for students, curriculum,
source of income, etc.
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Aphysically-challenged
youth was allegedly beaten

to death by police in
Kaushambi district. As per
reports, on receiving informa-
tion about a minor dispute and
clash between two parties on
Monday, the police reached the
spot and tried to forcibly take
the youth to the police station. 

When he resisted, a con-
stable thrashed him with a
rifle hook. The police left the
scene after some neighbours
intervened. The youth was
rushed to a hospital where he
was pronounced dead upon
arrival.

The bereaved relatives
alleged that the cops of
Paschimshira police station
killed him.  The police sent the
body for autopsy and also
started a probe.

The superintendent of

police reached the spot and
took stock of the situation.  He
assured action against the cops
found guilty in the probe. 

Meanwhile, allegedly tor-
tured by loan sharks, the prin-
cipal of a primary school com-
mitted suicide at his office in
Karmaha, Maharajganj district,
police said on Tuesday. 

In a suicide note, the prin-
cipal held three people respon-
sible for him taking the exteme
step. On a complaint by his
wife, the police registered a case
against the accused.
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Calling a "matter of serious
concern "the registration of

FIRs under Section 66A of the
Information Technology Act it
had scrapped in 2015, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
asked the Chief Secretaries of
States concerned to take  back
the cases within three weeks.

Under the scrapped section
66A of the IT Act, a person
posting offensive content could
be imprisoned for up to three
years and also fined. Terming
liberty of thought and expres-
sion "cardinal", the top court
had on March 24, 2015 done
away with the provision, saying
"the public's right to know is
directly affected by Section
66A of the Information

Technology Act”.
Later, it took a serious note

of the use of the scrapped pro-
vision by the law enforcement
agencies and issued notices to
states and high court registries.

“It is the matter of serious
concern that despite an author-
itative pronouncement of this
court by which the validity of
the provision was set aside, the
cases are still being registered,”
a bench comprising Chief jus-
tice Uday Umesh Lalit and
Justice S Ravindra Bhat said on
Tuesday.

The top court directed the
chief secretaries of the states
concerned to take remedial
measures as early as possible
and complete the exercise of
taking back the cases in three
weeks.
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Even as the Trinamool
Congress grappled with

school level recruitment scams
and other instances of corrup-
tion that have seen a number of
senior party leaders, including
Ministers going to jail, a new
case of sex-for-job has burst in
Bengal ruling party's face.

A TMC block president has
been accused of repeatedly
raping a Group D job seeker
besides extracting Rs 10 lakh
from the victim.

The incident has taken
place at Mangalkot region of
Burdwan district, sources said.

Not only the TMC leader
extracted cash for job from the
woman and raped her but also

beat her up when she went to
demand the money after the
leader failed to provide her the
job.

"I approached Pal da (the
TMC leader) for Group D gov-
ernment job ... He asked for Rs
10 lakhs... Later even after
repeated reminders he failed to
arrange for the job ... He also
raped me... And I conceived ...
Subsequently when I asked
him to return my money he
beat me so severely that I suf-
fered abortion," the victim
said.

The Burdwan Police
refused to comment but a
senior official said actions
would be taken if the allega-
tions were true.

Meanwhile, the Calcutta

High Court on Tuesday pass-
es yet another judgement
directing the State Government
to immediately provide
appointment to 54 candidates
who could not get appointment
due to lapses on the part of pri-
mary teachers appointment
board.

The same court had earli-
er ordered CBI investigation
into school level recruitment
scam that ultimately saw for-
mer Education Minister Partha
Chatterjee land in jail.

The Court had on Monday
directed the Government to
appoint 23 TET candidates in
coming 23 days.

The Tuesday's order pro-
vides respite to 77 candidates in
two consecutive days.
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Five newly wedded girls dying
due to murders and suicides

in the last three days has shocked
the Kerala psyche again. 

Out of the five victims, four
lost their lives as the fallout of
ill treatment  by the in-laws
who demanded from the new
brides more money and gold as
dowry. Paravoor in Ernakulam
woke up to a sad Monday
morning as 22-year-old Amala
was found hanging in her hus-
band’s house. 

The girl was found to be
three months pregnant and
was not allowed to speak with
her parents in

Thiruvananthapuram. “It was
an arranged marriage and the
couple visited our house only
twice after the marriage. My
daughter is not one who resorts
to suicide or extreme measures.
There is foul play behind this
death,” her mother told jour-
nalists on Monday. Police have
registered a case over unnatural
death and a probe is on to
ascertain the factors that led
Amla to resort to the extreme
step.

Even before the autopsy of

Amla could get over, 26-year-
old Nikita of Alappuzha was
murdered allegedly by her hus-
band Aneesh at Varkkala early
Tuesy morning. The couple got
married in July and was abroad
for sometime before they
returned home in August.
Aneesh reportedly stabbed his
wife with a lamp made of brass
and Nikita died on the spot.

There was report of anoth-
er unnatural death from
Payyannoor in Kannur district
where K P Soorya, another
newly married girl was found
dead under mysterious condi-
tions. Her parents alleged that
her husband Rajesh had been
behaving in a cruel manner
from day one with her.
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In an attempt to provide the
much-needed relief  to

farmers facing challenges, the
Uttar Pradesh Cabinet, under
the chairmanship of Chief
Minister Yogi Aditynath,
approved an aid of Rs 192.57
crore for them on Tuesday. 

The amount will be used
for weed control as well as
safe storage of standing and
ready crops in the field, using
various ecological resources
in the next five years. 

In this  regard,  the
required chemical and bio-
logical pesticides will be given
to the farmers on a grant from

the Agricultural Defense Unit.
A proposal to give a 50 per
cent subsidy on storage units
has also been approved for the
safe storage of crops.

It is worth noting that
farmers suffer huge crop loss-
es due to weeds, insects, pests,
damage due to unsafe storage,
and rats every year. 

To reduce the loss of
farmers, the cabinet approved
an assistance of  Rs
192,57,75,000 for a period of
five years from 2022-23 to
2026-27. 

The government will
spend Rs 34.17 crore in the
current financial year for the
benefit of farmers.
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Sir — The fatal road accident involving for-
mer Tata Sons chairman Cyrus Mistry once
again brings into focus the high number of
deaths caused in such incidents every year
in the country, with Government data show-
ing that a record 1.55 lakh lives were lost in
2021. Mistry, 54, was killed after his car hit
a divider in Maharashtra’s Palghar district
while travelling from Ahmedabad to
Mumbai in a Mercedes car. According to the
recent National Crime Records Bureau data,
over 1.55 lakh people were killed in road
crashes across India in 2021 — an average
of 426 daily or 18 every single hour.

This is the highest death figures record-
ed in such accidents in any calendar year
so far. Besides the deaths, 3.71 lakh people
were also injured in 4.03 lakh road accidents
across the country last year, shows the
NCRB figures under the ‘Accidental Deaths
& Suicides in India 2021’ head. The data
showed a majority (59.7 per cent) of the
road accidents were due to overspeeding,
accounting for 87,050 deaths and injuries
to 2.28 lakh persons. With Mistry’s death,
the focus has already come back to the
alarming increase in road accidents. 

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir —  The uncivilised behaviour of a BJP
legislator from Bengaluru towards a woman
is abhorrent. It demonstrates that he does
not have the patience to receive petitions
and listen to people’s woes. The same BJP
MLA had previously apologised for her
daughter’s behaviour toward the traffic
police after she was accused of breaking traf-
fic laws. Leaders and public representatives
are always expected to be restrained and dis-
play decent behaviour. There have been
many such cases across the country when
public representatives have abused people
and sometimes even the higher authorities.

The police present at the spot are seen
attempting to make the woman go away
instead of addressing the visibly aggressive

leader. The police machinery had been lax
by not receiving the complaint lodged by
the woman for five hours and making her
sit unnecessarily inside the station. A
member of the Aam Aam Party (AAP), the
MLA from Deoli, was arrested on charges
of misbehaving with a woman when the vic-
tim lodged a complaint with the Lieutenant
Governor. Unfortunately, in Karnataka, the
police top brass is still groping in the dark
without initiating action as per the law.

KV Chandra Mouli | Mysuru
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Sir —  India has joined an elite group of
countries, viz; the US, the UK, China,
France, Japan and Russia, who have the
technological capability to construct large-
sized futuristic warships with the commis-
sioning of INS Vikrant, the first indigenous
aircraft carrier built by Cochin Shipyard.
The warship’s keel laying was done in 2009.
The 262-metre-long and 62-metre-wide
45,000-tonne carrier can carry 10 heli-
copters and 20 warplanes on board. Cochin

Shipyard at Kochi is the largest shipbuild-
ing facility in the country. It started its oper-
ations in 1982.

SAIL, HAL, Tata, L&T, Wartsila,
Kirloskar Pneumatics and public sector
undertakings, Bharat Electronics Limited
and Mishra Dhatu Nigam, that played a piv-
otal role in putting together the warship’s
structure and contributed prominently to
the carrier’s construction, came into being
many years ago. In short, independent
India’s march towards self-sufficiency
(Atma Nirbharta) began decades ago,
thanks to the visionary zeal of our former
Prime Ministers, particularly Jawaharlal
Nehru. It would have been gratifying had
the current ruling dispensation at the
Centre ordered the construction of a big-
ger 65,000-tonne aircraft carrier as the
Shipyard had proposed, to make the coun-
try absolutely self-sufficient.

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode
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regulation economy, and min-
imum governance. John
Redwood and Jacob Rees-
Mogg are likely to assist the
Chancellor. Braverman will
have the challenging mission
of ending illegal immigrants
across the Channel (last
Sunday 1061 crossed over).
She’s known to have favoured
their deportation to Rwanda,
since suspended by the courts.
Braverman, a child of Kenyan
and Mauritian immigrants
had described the British
empire as “on the whole, a
force of good”. For Foreign
Secretary, Truss’ likely choice
and replacement are James
Cleverly assisted by Tom
Tugendhat, who was one of the
PM aspirants. Cleverly was a
junior minister in the Foreign
Office. Tugendhat, a former
Army officer, and like Truss a
China hawk is chairman
Foreign Affairs select commit-
tee.  Ben Wallace, the current
Defence Minister, is likely to
keep his job. He has advocat-
ed a higher defence budget
which agrees with Truss’pledge
to raise it to 3 per cent of GDP.
Some other ‘likelies’ in the
Cabinet are Sir Ian Ducan
Smith as leader of the House,
Nadeem Zahawi whose lead-

ership bid failed spectacular-
ly, as Health Secretary, and
Ranil Jayawardene of Sri
Lankan descent as
Environment Secretary.
Whether Sunak will be in is the
big question. He has said he
wants to support the
Conservative Government in
“whatever capacity”.

Sajid Javed who triggered
the coup against Boris Johnson
and later backed Truss may be
rewarded with a ministerial
post. Big names likely to be left
out are Rishi Sunak, Dominic
Raab,  and Alok Sharma. The
Truss government faces enor-
mous economic challenges
especially meteoric energy
bills. While the pound sterling
is struggling, funding the
National Health Service is the
other big challenge. The never-
ending row with France is back
in the spotlight. When asked
last week whether she consid-
ered Macron a friend or foe,
Truss replied: ‘the jury is out’.
Macron’s response: ‘The UK is
a friendly nation, regardless of
its leaders’. Macron added: ‘if
Britain and France cannot
determine whether they are
friends or enemies, then we are
heading for serious problems.

An embarrassing event

that Britain could have done
without last week was the
failed maiden voyage to the US
of the UK’s largest (65,000
tonnes) aircraft carrier, HMS
Prince of Wales, dedicated to
Nato. Earlier this year, the
second aircraft carrier, Queen
Elizabeth, was on a long tour
of the Indo-Pacific which
included exercises with the
Indian Navy. A British Gurkha
veteran I spoke to, was puzzled
about the four-year Agnipath
scheme. Operation BoJo
(return of Boris Johnson as
PM) many Brits feel, could
happen before Christmas fol-
lowing a no-confidence vote in
Truss so that he can lead
Tories into elections in January
2025. Labour is ahead in the
recent polls. India is hoping the
FTA under India-UK
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership due by Diwali will
happen and the price of Scotch
will be deregulated. Cheers
from Melrose!
(The writer, a retired Lt Gen,

was Commander, IPKF
South, Sri Lanka, and

founder member of the
Defence Planning Staff, 
currently the Integrated

Defence Staff. The views
expressed are personal.)
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I’m wandering across
Scotland spreading time
between tasting Scotch,
admiring the stunning ter-

rain, imbibing the Scottish way,
and witnessing historic political
events in the UK from Melrose,
on the Scottish-English border.
Dominating the news are two
events: the battle for No 10; and
the embarrassing failure of HMS
Prince of Wales to sail.

At 12.30 PM Monday, the
Conservative Party at West-
minster chose Foreign Minister
Liz Truss over Rishi Sunak with
a surprisingly small majority to
become Prime Minister of Britain
following the coup against Boris
Johnson in July. Truss’s win was
widely predicted and only a mir-
acle could have helped Sunak win.
Commentators said they would
‘eat their hat’ or any other item of
accouterment was Truss to lose.
The UK is not yet ready to have
a non-White as Prime Minister.

At 96, the ailing but most
loved Queen did not ask the heir
to the throne, Prince Charles to
swear in Liz Truss, a ceremony
that was performed for the first
time at Balmoral Castle during
her 70-year reign and not
Buckingham Palace where thou-
sands of tourists pay Pound
Sterling 30 (Rs 3000) for a guid-
ed tour. Instead, yesterday the
Queen received the PM-in-wait-
ing   Truss for the ‘kissing of the
hand’,  forming the government,
and a photograph. In 1908, King
Edward VII gave an audience to
Herbert Asquith when the
monarch was relaxing at the
French coastal resort of Biarritz.
Both Truss and Sunak had agreed
to meet the Queen wherever she
was, with Sunak adding: “the PM
serves her Majesty”. For Indians,
Sunak reaching so close (and yet
so far) to becoming PM must be
something to celebrate.

On 27th August, the Daily
Telegraph put out a two-page sup-
plement for its guesstimate of the
Truss cabinet. Expected for the
three most senior posts of
Chancellor, Home Secretary, and
Foreign Secretary are Kwasi
Kwarteng, Suella Braverman, and
James Cleverly. Kwarteng is a free
marketeer and a consistent polit-
ical ally of Truss. Together they
have advocated low taxes, low
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Taiwan, considered as the
world’s chip factory, has
for long been the major

source of electronic chips used
in a wide variety of products
ranging from mobile phones to
high end cars. The importance
of Taiwanese chip manufactur-
ing on the global centre stage
can be gauged by the fact that
the recent trip by Nancy Pelosi
to Taiwan included her meet-
ing with Mark Lui, chairman of
the Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corporation
(TSMC).

Pelosi’s trip coincided with
the US efforts to convince
TSMC – the world’s largest chip
manufacturer, on which the US
is heavily dependent – to estab-
lish a manufacturing base in
the US and to stop making
advanced chips for Chinese
companies.

But all has not been well for
Taiwan. Besides the Chinese
threats, the small island nation
has been at the receiving end of
one of the worst droughts seen
in the last five years on account
of inadequate Monsoons and
now rare typhoons. Given the
fact that chip factories are
water guzzlers, this drought has
triggered production cuts due
to water scarcity and sent
shockwaves across the world
supply chain for chips. This
shortage severely impacted
global industry, especially the
automotive sector and resulted
in frozen delivery schedules, as
vehicle inventory could not be
forwarded to the dealers.

The rapidly worsening cli-
mate change conditions have
played a key role in the above
instance and if the report by
Swiss Re Institute is to be con-

sidered, the larger impact of cli-
mate change could wipe out 18
per cent of GDP of the global
economy by 2050 if global
temperatures rise by 3.2°C.
The Swiss Re Institute forecast
is based on temperature
increases staying on the current
trajectory and the Paris
Agreement and net-zero emis-
sions targets not being met. The
Institute warns in its report that
climate change is a systemic
risk that must be addressed
immediately, but unfortunate-
ly the adverse impacts of cli-
mate change on the global
economy are already evident.

The spectre of rising glob-
al temperatures as predicted by
The Swiss Re Institute report
seems to be coming true con-
sidering the increasing heat
waves across the world, espe-
cially in the West where tem-

peratures of 40 degree Celsius
were hitherto unheard of but
are a reality today. The United
Kingdom for instance recent-
ly experienced searing hot
days that saw traffic signals
and road surfaces melting.
The spiralling temperatures
aided by climate change are
not only impacting the econ-
omy and industrial output,
but are also extracting a huge
cost from the global agricul-
tural sector. Europe espe-
cially is experiencing stiff
price hikes of food items
due to falling food produc-
t ion in  the  face  of
unfavourable farming condi-
tions arising out of erratic
Monsoons and punishing
summers.

The Indian economy too is
seemingly fighting a losing
battle with climate change. It is

projected that climate change is
poised to erode India’s GDP by
2.6 per cent by 2100 even if the
global temperature rise is held
below 2 °C. In a scenario where
global temperatures breach
3.2°C the GDP erosion is pro-
jected to be 13.4 per cent.
Despite this grim reality, it is
noteworthy that India is not
responsible for rising temper-
atures despite having 17.8 per
cent of the world’s population.
It accounts for only 3.2 per cent
of cumulative emissions.
However, the crossing of paths
between economic progress
and climate change is unavoid-
able as many aspects of the eco-
nomic development are inter-
laced with the wellbeing of the
environment in the absence of
which economic growth is
adversely impacted.

The major manifestation of

climate change playing with the
economy in India is in the form
of dwindling rainfall. The
Indian Summer Monsoon
(ISM) has a major influence on
agriculture, water resources,
human health and ecosystems,
which in turn ensure a robust
economy. However, of late the
ISM has seen erratic patterns of
either excessive rainfall to the
point of triggering devastating
floods or scanty rainfall result-
ing in droughts. This manifes-
tation has indeed put the
Indian economy in a tight
spot and unless remedial mea-
sures are undertaken to dial
down emissions and ambient
temperatures, the economy can
incur irreversible sectoral loss-
es in the form of $ 1.5 trillion
per year.

Today, India and the world
are moving from climate

change to climate emergency.
India must hasten to protect
those vulnerable sectors of the
economy that are exposed to
the vagaries of climate change.
Sectors such as services, retail,
tourism and construction
require urgent protective mea-
sures as these account for over
80 per cent of the GDP of India.
As a first step, the “silo”
approach needs to be dispensed
with and instead an integrated
strategy that combines policy
making with technology needs
to be adopted. Additionally,
compelling financing models
need to be designed for climate
action projects, thereby putting
climate change mitigation on
centre stage in India. These
efforts will undoubtedly insu-
late the economy against cli-
mate change and enable India
to surge ahead.
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(The writer is an
environmental journalist. The
views expressed are personal)
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�����5������2���� Rajasthan: An engineering class is
underway. The 45 students are
grandmothers from 10 different
countries. None of them have for-

mally studied science. In fact, most of them
are semi-literate. Dressed in a ghaghra
odhni, their rural instructor Magan Kanwar
doesn’t speak any of their languages or even
English. But their communication is per-
fect, as she instructs them on assembling
circuits for solar lamps. This group of
women, after a six-month training, will
return to their respective villages and elec-
trify them. If you thought this was unusu-
al, this is just one of the multiple uncom-
mon but highly effective educational inno-
vations at Social Work and Research
Centre, Tilonia’s Barefoot College, located
in the heart of rural Rajasthan, 110 kilome-
tres from Jaipur.

In the past half-century, it has stood for
bringing together technology, communi-
cation, education and handicrafts for the
betterment of the rural communities root-
ed in traditional wisdom and practiced
through Gandhian values. The college,
right from the beginning, has been putting
into practice all the values of modern edu-
cation: breaking silos between subjects,
experimental and hands-on learning and
most important of all learning for change
and impact.

In 1975, the institution began with
evening literacy classes for 15-35-year-olds.
As the student body expanded across vil-
lages, so did the numbers of Night Schools.
Community-run village education commit-
tees (VEC) appointed local teachers provid-
ed with uniform training on basic subjects,
civil and Constitutional rights.

Learning in these schools is integrated
in the pupils’ lives. They learn mathemat-
ics through the number of animals they take
for grazing and science through the con-
cepts they see around them. Local and rel-
evant environment issues are added to the
teaching alongside agriculture and animal
husbandry, because most of them tend cat-
tle. Though the journey is barefoot, the
approach is modern and updated, and 2014
onwards, when it was seen that digital
growth is imperative to education, Barefoot
College equipped the schools with technol-
ogy and thus began Solar Digital Night
Schools. These Night Schools across 10
states have impacted 80000+ working chil-
dren.

As far back as 1988, Shiksha Niketan,
a primary school for low-income, margin-
alised children, practised methods we
often associate with modern pedagogy:
experiential learning, learning from one’s
immediate environment, project-based
learning and STEAM. “The mother of a
child does at least 20 experiments in science
every day. She does it without realising this
is the study of science. The same concept
is there in the book, but is unfamiliar ter-
ritory for the child. We connect the students
to the subject through examples of routine
activities around them. The focus is on
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(The author is an
independent writer from

Ajmer, Rajasthan
(Charkha Features;

features@charkha.org))

developing the curiosity of the
child,” shares Durga Singh, a
founder teacher of Shiksha Niketan.

The communication team sim-
plifies a concept through puppets
and the carpentry department
becomes a lesson in geometry.
Functional props, origami and vis-
itors at Tilonia expand the perspec-
tive of the learners. “The alumni of
Shiksha Niketan are in various
government and other high-paying
jobs across different levels. But
there is a greater sense of pride when
our alumni are recognised as good
citizens of their villages, helping oth-
ers grow along with themselves,”
says Singh.

Even Shiksha Niketan cannot
meet the needs of 10-year-old
Anshu, who moves with his
nomadic sheep herder parents. Like
him, there is an entire section of
children of nomadic communities
that cannot pursue education as
their families constantly move for
work. A six-month programme to
address this gap was started in 2007
in the form of a residential Bridge
School at Singla, 25 kilometres
from Tilonia. The programme, now
is 10-month-long, covers the entire
syllabus till Class V for children
between 8 and 12 years, who never
went to school. Students from five
districts come to this school where
a greater preference is given to the
enrollment of girls. Besides attend-
ing regular classes and extra work
in the evenings, the students learn
grooming and care. They play
games and work with the volunteers
to explore concepts in their acade-
mics through the simple, practical
model that Tilonia creates. At the
end of the course, the students take

the Class V exam via Shiksha
Niketan and can then pursue their
further education.

There is no rulebook in the
ever-evolving lab of Barefoot exper-
iments. However, the Barefoot
College lives by the Constitution of
India. From slates to iPads, this edu-
cational journey has kept up with
contexts. So, with the implementa-
tion of the Panchayati Raj Act, a new
model was created to explain the
basic Constitutional framework to
the children. In classic Barefoot
style, it was learnt by doing.

A ward was made of 10-12 stu-
dents and they elected one member
representative. The ward represen-
tatives together formed a Bal Sansad.
This Parliament chose its Prime
Minister through an election that
had proper canvassing and election
symbols. Secret ballots were main-
tained. The PM chose a Cabinet and
assigned roles. They participated in
the various meetings of the organ-
isation and gave recommendations
to the programme coordinators.
The children who grew up with this
learning went on to mobilise peo-
ple to get water supply lines to their
village, agitated for removal of alco-
hol ‘thekas’ and even contested
polls. Devika, as the PM of her
Sansad, also went to Sweden to
receive an award where she met the
Queen and they exchanged notes as
heads of institutions!

From making the campus self-
sufficient in energy requirements
back in 1996 to the renowned Solar
Mamas programme that teaches
components, colour coding and cir-
cuits of solar home-lighting systems
to women from non-electrified vil-
lages, this transfer of solar energy to

the rural community has a three-
layered impact. It sustains the vil-
lagers’ need for electricity at reason-
able costs through the most vulner-
able section, the women. It lights up
perspectives – a significant takeaway
of education across all areas. Thirdly,
it saves millions of litres of kerosene
from being used as an energy alter-
native.

At the Barefoot College, string
puppets evolved into more practi-
cal glove and rod puppets besides
life-sized and giant puppets. Made
of scrap cloth and paper, the pup-
pets are contemporary characters
identifiable by the villagers.

When they give out information
about a programme or a govern-
ment scheme, they both engage and
simplify the concepts, creating
wide-spread awareness. Traditional
folk instruments and songs are
part of the performance. This
delightful, digital fatigue-free audio-
visual medium has been working
with the villages for the past 40
years.

The puppets go by relatable
names to be one with the villagers.
As Chetan Kaki and Dhanno Bua,
they propagate equality and fight for
women’s rights. The revered puppet,
Jokhim Chacha, the bard of Tilonia,
is 365 years old.

“We engage the students in a
conversation about various facets of
learning. The puppet makes them
curious through a peculiar style of
talking based on the character,”
shares Ramnivas from the commu-
nications team. In the past four
decades, the team has performed
interactive shows in 3,000 villages
changing mindsets, gently but firm-
ly.
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The Russian Ministry of Defence
is in the process of purchasing
millions of rockets and artillery

shells from North Korea for its ongo-
ing fight in Ukraine, according to a
newly downgraded U.S. Intelligence
finding.

A U.S. Official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to discuss the
intelligence determination, said
Monday that the fact Russia is turn-
ing to the isolated state of North
Korea demonstrates that “the Russian
military continues to suffer from
severe supply shortages in Ukraine,
due in part to export controls and
sanctions.”

U.S. Intelligence officials believe
that the Russians could look to pur-
chase additional North Korean mil-
itary equipment in the future. The
intelligence finding was first report-
ed by The New York Times.

The U.S. Official did not detail

how much weaponry Russia intends
to purchase from North Korea.

The finding comes after the
Biden administration recently con-
firmed that the Russian military in
August took delivery of Iranian-
manufactured drones for use on the
battlefield in Ukraine.

The White House said last week
that Russia has faced technical prob-
lems with Iranian-made drones
acquired from Tehran in August for
use in its war with Ukraine.

Russia picked up Mohajer-6 and
Shahed-series unmanned aerial vehi-
cles over several days last month as
part what the Biden administration
says is likely part of a Russian plan to
acquire hundreds of Iranian UAVs for
use in Ukraine.

North Korea has sought to tight-
en relations with Russia as much of
Europe and the West has pulled away,
blaming the United States for the
Ukraine crisis and decrying the
West's “hegemonic policy” as justi-

fying military action by Russia in
Ukraine to protect itself.

The North Koreans have hinted
interest in sending construction
workers to help rebuild Russian-occu-
pied territories in the country's east.

North Korea's ambassador to
Moscow recently met with envoys
from two Russia-backed separatist

territories in the Donbas region of
Ukraine and expressed optimism
about cooperation in the “field of
labor migration,” citing his country's
easing pandemic border controls.

In July North Korea became the
only nation aside from Russia and
Syria to recognize the independence
of the territories, Donetsk and

Luhansk, further aligning with Russia
over the conflict in Ukraine. The
provocative move by North Korea
comes as the Biden administration
has become increasingly concerned
about stepped-up activity by North
Korea in pursuit of nuclear weapons.

North Korea has test-fired more
than 30 ballistic missiles this year,
including its first flights of intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles since 2017,
as leader Kim Jong Un pushes to
advance his nuclear arsenal despite
U.S.-led pressure and sanctions.

The U.S. Has frequently down-
graded and unveiled intelligence
findings over the course of the grind-
ing war in Ukraine to highlight
plans for Russian misinformation
operations or to throw attention on
Moscow's difficulties in prosecuting
the war. Ukraine's smaller military has
put up a stiff resistance against the
militarily superior Russian forces.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Kim have recently exchanged let-

ters in which they both called for
“comprehensive” and “strategic and
tactical” cooperation between the
countries. Moscow, for its part, has
issued statements condemning the
revival of large-scale military exercises
between the United States and South
Korea this year, which North Korea
views as an invasion rehearsal. 

Russia, along with China, has
called for the easing of U.N. Sanctions
imposed on North Korea over its
nuclear and missile tests. Both coun-
tries are members of the U.N. Security
Council, which has approved a total
of 11 rounds of sanctions on the
North since 2006. In May, Russia and
China vetoed a U.S.-led bid to impose
new economic sanctions on North
Korea over its high-profile missile
tests this year.

Some experts say that Kim could
likely bolster his resolve to retain his
nuclear weapons because he may
think the Russian attack happened
because Ukraine had signed away its

nuclear arsenal. 
Relations between Moscow and

Pyongyang go back to the 1948
foundation of North Korea, as Soviet
officials installed young, ambitious
nationalist Kim Il Sung, the late
grandfather of Kim Jong Un, as the
country's first ruler. Since then,
Soviet aid shipment had been crucial
in keeping North Korea's economy
afloat for decades before the disinte-
gration of the Soviet Union in the
early 1990s.

Moscow had since established
formal diplomatic relations with
Seoul as part of its hopes to draw
South Korean investment and
allowed its Soviet-era military alliance
with North Korea to expire. But after
his election in 2000, Putin actively
sought to restore his country's ties
with North Korea in what was seen
as an effort to regain its traditional
domains of influence and secure
more allies to better deal with the
United States.
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Fears grew on Tuesday for
Europe's largest nuclear

power plant as shelling around
it continued, a day after the facil-
ity was again knocked off
Ukraine's electricity grid and
put in the precarious position of
relying on its own power to run
safety systems.

Repeated warnings from
world leaders that fighting
around the Zaporizhzhia plant
has put it in an untenable situ-
ation that could lead to a nuclear
catastrophe have done little to
stem the hostilities.

Russian-installed officials
accused the Ukrainian forces of
shelling the city where the plant
is located on Tuesday, hours
after the Ukrainians said
Kremlin forces attacked a city
across the river.

Both sides have traded such
accusations since Russian
troops seized the plant early in
the war.

With the danger rising, an
International Atomic Energy
Agency team finally traveled to
the plant last week, and inspec-
tors are expected to report what

they found to the UN Security
Council later in the day.

Two inspectors remain at
the plant, which is run by
Ukrainians workers, and
Ukrainian presidential adviser
Mykhailo Podolyak applauded
that decision.

“There are Russian troops
now who don't understand
what's happening, don't assess
the risks correctly,” Podolyak
said.

“There is a number of our
workers there, who need some
kind of protection, people from
the international community
standing by their side and telling
(Russian troops): Don't touch

these people, let them work.'”
But that appears to have

done little to lessen the risks. On
Monday, the IAEA said
Ukrainian authorities reported
that the plant's last transmission
line was disconnected to allow
workers to put out a fire caused
by shelling.

“The line itself is not dam-
aged, and it will be reconnect-
ed once the fire is extinguished,”
the IAEA said.

In the meantime, the plant's
only remaining operational
reactor would “generate the
power the plant needs for its
safety and other functions,” the
agency said.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Tuesday attended

sweeping war games in his
country's far east involving
troops from China and other
nations, in a show of military
muscle amid the tensions with
the West over Moscow's action
in Ukraine.

The weeklong exercise that
began Thursday is intended to
showcase growing defense ties
between Russia and China and
also demonstrate that Moscow
has enough troops and equip-
ment to conduct the massive
drills even while its forces are
engaged in fighting in Ukraine.

The Russian Defense
Ministry said that the Vostok
2022 (East 2022) exercise that
runs until Wednesday at seven
firing ranges in Russia's Far
East and the Sea of Japan
involves more than 50,000
troops and over 5,000 weapons
units, including 140 aircraft and
60 warships. It engages troops

from several ex-Soviet nations,
China, India, Laos, Mongolia,
Nicaragua and Syria.

Beijing sent more than 2,000
troops along with more than 300
military vehicles, 21 combat
aircraft and three warships to
take part in the drills, according
to Chinese news reports. As part
of the maneuvers, the Russian
and Chinese navies in the Sea of
Japan practiced joint action to
protect sea communications
and support for ground forces in
coastal areas.

The exercise marked the
first time that China has sent
forces from three branches of its
military to take part in a single
Russian drill, a sign of increas-
ing close ties between Moscow
and Beijing, which have grown
stronger since Putin sent his
troops into Ukraine on Feb. 24.
China has pointedly refused to
criticise Russia's actions, blam-
ing the U.S. And NATO for pro-
voking Moscow, and has blast-
ed the punishing Western sanc-
tions against Russia. 
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Atop American diplomat on Tuesday said that
the US is dedicated to working together with

its partners throughout South Asia to address the
climate change crisis.

The US government's Acting Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary for South and Central
Asian Affairs Elizabeth Horst said this during the
first Climate Action Champions Network
Conference here.

She arrived here on Tuesday on a brief visit
to Nepal to attend the conference during which
100 young leaders from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Nepal and Sri Lanka developed action plans to face
the numerous challenges that climate change
brings.

"During her visit, Horst will focus on our part-
nership on climate change and attend the first ever
Climate Action Champions Network Conference,"
US Embassy had said earlier in its Facebook page.

Addressing the conference, Horst spoke
about the need for urgency and unity to fight the

climate crisis.
"Climate change hurts communities, and the

United States is dedicated to working together with
our partners throughout South Asia to address this
critical crisis," Horst said. 

The Climate Action Champions Network
aims to harness the potential of the youth in the
region by bringing together 100 individuals
from the countries of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Nepal, and Sri Lanka, over 30 months to discuss
and deliberate about creating a climate action
vision for South Asia and the Indo-Pacific,
according to website of the Conference.
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The most powerful typhoon
to hit South Korea in years

on Tuesday dumped a metre (3
feet) of rain, destroyed roads
and fell power lines, but the
death toll of three could have
been higher if not for proactive
evacuations and closures of
schools, officials said.

There was also greater pub-
lic awareness about the storm
and its risks. Typhoon
Hinnamnor made impact just
weeks after heavy rains around
the capital Seoul caused flood-
ing that killed at least 14 people.

Government officials had
put the nation on high alert for
days as Hinnamnor approached,
warning of potentially historic
destruction and putting in
motion life-saving measures.

After grazing the resort
island of Jeju and hitting the
mainland near the port city of
Busan, Hinnamnor weakened
as it blew into waters between

the Korean Peninsula and Japan.
South Korea's weather

agency said Hinnamnor was
over the open sea 280 kilome-
tres (173 miles) northeast of
Ulleung island with winds
weakened to 115 kilometres
(71 miles) per hour on Tuesday
afternoon.

It was expected to be down-
graded to a tropical cyclone by
night as it moves northeast
between Russia and the north-
ern Japanese island of
Hokkaido, the agency said.

However, the damage was
still severe in the southern city

of Pohang, where two people
were found dead and at least
seven others were missing after
the storm submerged roads and
buildings, triggered landslides
and flooded a shopping mall.

Cars with smashed win-
dows and trunks open lay scat-
tered on roads like garbage. An
entire two-story pool villa was
uprooted from the ground and
swept away in flash floods.

Troops were deployed to
assist with rescue and restora-
tion efforts, moving in armored
vehicles rolling through streets
that turned into chocolate-
coloured rivers.

Firefighters navigated
flooded neighbourhoods in
rubber boasts, rescuing people
and their pets.

Merchants scrambled to
salvage furniture and other
belongings at the famous
Guryongpo outdoor market,
where workers deployed exca-
vators to clear huge piles of
debris.
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The powerful earthquake that set off landslides
and shook buildings in southwestern China

killed at least 65 people and injured hundreds, state
media said Tuesday.

At least 16 other people are missing a day after
the 6.8 magnitude earthquake struck a moun-
tainous area in Luding county in Sichuan province,
which sits on the edge of the Tibetan Plateau where
tectonic plates meet and is hit regularly by
quakes. The temblor shook buildings in the provin-
cial capital of Chengdu, whose 21 million residents
are already under a COVID-19 lockdown. 

Power was knocked out and buildings dam-
aged in the historic town of Moxi in the Tibetan
autonomous prefecture of Garze, where 37 peo-
ple were killed. Tents were erected for more than
50,000 people being moved from homes made
unsafe by the quake, the official Xinhua News
Agency reported. 

State broadcaster CCTV showed rescue crews
pulling a woman who appeared uninjured from
a collapsed home in Moxi, where many of the
buildings are constructed from a mix of wood and
brick. Around 150 people were reported with vary-
ing degrees of injuries. 

Another 28 people were killed in neighbour-
ing Shimian county on the outskirts of the city of
Ya'an. Another 248 people were reported as
injured, mainly in Moxi, and another 12 people
were reported missing. 
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Conservative Party leader Liz
Truss was on Tuesday

appointed as Britain's new Prime
Minister - the third female pre-
mier of the country - amid pres-
sure to tackle the looming ener-
gy crisis and soaring prices.

Truss travelled to Queen
Elizabeth II's Balmoral Castle
residence in Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, to meet the 96-year-
old monarch. Earlier, Boris
Johnson formally resigned as the
head of the UK government in
an audience with the Queen.

The 47-year-old leader is the
15th Prime Minister to serve
during Queen Elizabeth II's
reign, the first being Winston
Churchill in 1952.

Until now, the constitu-
tional process of the monarch
inviting the leader of the major-
ity party to form a government
in her name has taken place at
Buckingham Palace in London.
But with the Queen cutting
back on her travels, it had been
decided that she would receive

Johnson and Truss at her sum-
mer residence of Balmoral
Castle in Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, marking a historic
first.

"The Queen received in
Audience The Right Honourable
Elizabeth Truss MP today and
requested her to form a new

Administration. Ms Truss
accepted Her Majesty's offer
and kissed hands upon her
appointment as Prime Minister
and First Lord of the Treasury,”
a royal announcement con-
firmed.

A picture of the Queen and
Truss showed them meeting in
the drawing room of Balmoral
in front of an ornate fireplace.
The smiling monarch, who was
wearing a tartan skirt and hold-
ing her walking stick, was pic-
tured shaking hands with Truss
– symbolically referred to as
kissing hands.

Truss assumed the office at
a time when the country is fac-
ing a looming energy crisis and
the focus is on her plan to
address the challenge.
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Suspected al-Qaeda militants
on Tuesday attacked a secu-

rity post in southern Yemen,
sparking clashes that killed at
least eight troops and six mili-
tants, officials said.

The early morning attack in
Ahwar, in the province of Abyan,
targeted a post manned by
troops from the Security Belt, a
security force loyal to the seces-
sionist Southern Transitional
Council.

The separatist council is
backed by the United Arab
Emirates and controls much of
Yemen's south. It is at odds with
the internationally recognized
government.

Brig. Abdou Megali, a mil-
itary spokesman for the inter-
nationally recognised govern-
ment, said at least eight troops
and six militants were killed in
the attack. Among the dead was
a senior commander in the the
force fighting terror groups in
Yemen, the Security Belt said in
a statement. It also said a num-
ber of troops were also wound-
ed in the attack.

No group claimed respon-
sibly for the ambush. But it bore
the hallmarks of the al-Qaida in
the Arabian Peninsula, or AQAP. 

AQAP has long been con-
sidered the global network's
most dangerous branch, and has
attempted to carry out attacks on
the U.S. Mainland.

AQAP, along with an affili-
ate of the Islamic State group, are
active in several regions of
Yemen and have taken advan-
tage of the yearslong civil war to
make inroads.

Yemen's war pits Iran-
backed Houthi rebels against the
internationally recognized gov-
ernment, which is aided by a
Saudi-led coalition. The UAE is
part of the coalition. 
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Asuspected jihadi roadside
bomb has hit a convoy in

northern Burkina Faso, killing at
least 35 people and injuring
dozens more. The supply convoy
escorted by the army was hit
Monday while driving between
Bourzanga and Djibo towns
with one of the vehicles carrying
civilians, the governor of Sahel
region, Lt Col Rodolphe Sorgho,
said in a statement.

The wounded have been
evacuated and the area of the
explosion has been secured, he
said. Although no group imme-
diately claimed responsibility
for the bomb, it is suspected to
be by Islamic extremist rebels.
Burkina Faso has been ravaged
by violence linked to al-Qaida
and the Islamic State group in
which thousands have been
killed.

This is the fifth explosion in
Soum province since August,
particularly around Djibo, which
has been under siege by jihadis
for months, according to an
internal security report for aid
workers seen by The Associated
Press. A double explosion last
month between Djibo and
Namssiguia killed at least 15 peo-
ple, said the report. A military
coup in January ousted the

country's democratically elected
government claiming they could
better secure the country from
the extremists.

Monday's attack comes one
day after interim President Lt.
Col. Paul-Henri Sandaogo
Damiba spoke to the nation say-
ing the junta had achieved some
progress in pushing back the
jihadis. “We have made many
efforts since we came to power
... Our efforts have begun to bear
fruit at the military operational
level,” he said.

This latest attack, however,
damages the credibility of
Damiba's claim, say analysts. 

“Aside from the staggering
casualty toll, the timing of the
incident is unfortunate, given
that only two days ago President
Damiba made a speech in an
attempt to convince the public
that the country was making
progress,” said Heni Nsaibia,
senior researcher at the Armed
Conflict Location and Event
Data Project.
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Taiwanese President Tsai
Ing-wen said Tuesday
that China is conducting

“cognitive warfare” by spread-
ing misinformation in addition
to its regular incursions into
nearby waters and airspace
intended at intimidating the
self-governing island. 

Experts have warned that
China has made substantial
inroads within Taiwanese mass
media and could plant false
narratives in social media and
elsewhere to erode military
morale and public confidence
in the event it makes good on
its threat to use force to take
control of the island it claims
as its own territory. 

“The situation around the
Taiwan Strait continues to be
tense, and the threat has never
ceased," Tsai said in a speech
during a visit to an air defense

and missile battalion in the
eastern country of Hualien. 

“In addition to frequent
intrusions by China's aircraft
and ships, China also con-
ducted cognitive warfare, using
false information to create dis-
turbance in minds of people,"
the president said. 

Tsai also referenced China's
use of drones “to increase pres-
sure on Taiwan's military,” fol-
lowing incidents in which
Taiwanese troops based on
islands just off the Chinese
coast warned off and in once
case, shot down unmanned
aerial vehicles that had been

hovering over their positions. 
Anti-drone defenses are

included in a 12.9% increase in
Taiwan's budget for next year.
The rise will increase total
spending to $13.8 billion, or
roughly 2.4% of GDP. 

Taiwan on Tuesday was also
launching military exercises on
the Hengchun Peninsula in the
far south of the island simulat-
ing ground warfare against an
invading enemy, aided by
Apache attack helicopters. 

Alongside promoting
Taiwan's high-tech economy,
Tsai has made strengthening
the island's defenses a key fea-
ture of her second and last four-
year term in office. That
includes bulking up the domes-
tic defense industry as well as
procuring more weaponry
from the U.S., including fight-
er jets and missiles, to resist a
Chinese attack or attempted
blockade. 
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Sri Lanka's Supreme Court has ruled that the
bill seeking the 22nd amendment to the

Constitution can be adopted with a two-thirds
majority in Parliament and some clauses requir-
ing a nationwide referendum, the Parliament
Speaker announced on Tuesday.

The draft bill on the 22nd amendment, aimed
at empowering Parliament over the executive
president, was approved by the country's Cabinet
and gazetted last month.  The 22nd amendment
was originally named 21A and meant to replace
the 20A.

The amendment was formulated amid the
ongoing economic turmoil in the country which
also caused a political crisis. It is meant to replace
the 20A that had given unfettered powers to ex-
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa after abolishing the
19th Amendment.

Speaker of Parliament Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardene said the 22nd amendment to the
Constitution can only be adopted with a two-
thirds majority in Parliament and a nationwide
referendum on clauses 2 and 3 of the bill that are
inconsistent with the Constitution.

The apex court recommended changes to
help Parliament pass the bill with only a special
majority. The bill aims to restore independent

commissions and also curbs some of the pow-
ers of the president.

Interested parties were given time to petition
the Supreme Court. The court determination was
received by Parliament on Tuesday. There were
10 such petitions filed.

The 22A was meant to undo the 20A adopt-
ed in 2020 which restored full executive powers
to then-President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. Rajapaksa
had reversed through 20A the features of the 19A
which had empowered Parliament over the
presidency.

Rajapaksa was ousted in mid-July through the
popular uprising against him for mishandling the
country's economy.

Foreign minister Ali Sabry said on Monday
that the 22A would be presented in Parliament
very soon for approval.
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Sri Lanka's former president
Chandrika Kumaratunga on

Tuesday blamed the Rajapaksa
family for the country's current
economic crisis, saying they
and their friends thought they
owned the nation and its assets
and could get away with any-
thing.

Kumaratunga, Sri Lanka's
first and only female president
to date, said actions taken by
the Rajapaksa regimes had led
to a serious crisis situation in
the country.

"Not only the Rajapaksas,
but the government represen-
tatives around them, their
friends, and associates are also
to be blamed for the prevailing
crisis," the Daily Mirror, an
online newspaper quoted the
77-year-old Kumaratunga as
saying.

Her remarks came during
the opening of the new office
of the ‘Nawa Lanka Freedom
Party' in Battaramulla. The
party is led by former minister
and Kalutara District parlia-
mentarian Kumara Welgama.

Kumaratunga said that the
Rajapaksas and those who
ruled the country after 2005
had thought they owned the
country and its assets.
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The death of former Tata
group chairman Cyrus

Mistry in a road accident has
ignited a debate over the eligi-
bility of insurance claims in
accident cases but industry play-
ers say the very purpose of buy-
ing insurance is to hedge against
risk, whether due to human
error or otherwise. Human error
or violation of rules is unlikely
to vitiate an insurance policy and
accidental death claims will con-
tinue to be honoured albeit in
exceptional cases the compen-
sation amount may be lowered.  

Insurance documents per
se do not list out acts, such as not
wearing a seat belt, that could
impact payment of compensa-
tion in case of death of occupants
other than the driver, they said.

However, most policies
mention "any accidental loss or
damage suffered whilst the
insured or any person driving
the vehicle with the knowledge

and consent of the insured is
under the influence of intoxi-
cating liquor or drugs", the com-
pensation amount may be lim-
ited and would vary from car
make and the kind of policy

taken. It is to be noted that the
former Tata Sons Chairman and
a friend of his died in a tragic
road accident on Sunday after-
noon while driving back to
Mumbai from Ahmedabad

along with two other persons,
who have sustained injuries.

As per the preliminary
investigations by the state police,
the deceased were not wearing
seat belts and termed over-

speeding and an "error of judge-
ment" by the driver to have led
to the accident."Majority of the
accidents happen because of
human negligence. We are here
because such human errors hap-
pen, if such human errors did-
n't happen, then very less num-
ber of accidents will happen. One
buys a policy which actually cov-
ers his/her negligence.

"But our emphasis is always
on safety. We keep on educating
the customers about their safe-
ty and sensitise them through
sustained campaigns because an
insurance cover can only com-
pensate for the financial loss but
not for the loss of human life,"
Sanjay Datta, Chief -
Underwriting & Claims, ICICI
Lombard General Insurance
Company, said. Insurance com-
panies cover the claims arising
out of human error or negli-
gence, for example, one may
even sustain an injury while
cooking at home or there may be
a fire incident, he added.
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Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
has pitched India as the

best investment destination,
saying the time is "just ripe" to
engage in areas of mutual inter-
ests of India and the US.

Addressing industry lead-
ers of the US and India here,
the minister on Monday said
both countries can promote
global security, stability and
resilient supply chains.

"There are many competi-

tive advantages that the US-
India relation has to offer. The
resilience of our supply chains
and the way talent India has
provided to the US and invest-
ments the US has provided to
India, all of these cumulative-
ly make a very good business
case," he said while addressing
the US India Strategic
Partnership Forum (USISPF).

He added that India pro-
vides best investment oppor-
tunity.

"It is a destination you
cannot miss. It is a market of a

billion plus aspirations," Goyal
said.

Inviting US businesses to
invest in India, the minister
said the time is just ripe for "all
of us to engage in areas of
mutual interest."

Foreign direct investment
equity inflows into India stood
at USD 16.59 billion during
April-June this fiscal year as
against USD 17.56 billion in the
same period last year.

According to an official
statement released in May,
India  recorded "highest" ever

annual FDI inflow of USD
83.57 billion in 2021-22.

The government reviews
the FDI policy on an ongoing
basis and makes significant
changes from time to time, to
ensure that India remains
attractive and investor-friend-
ly destination.

FDI norms have been
eased in several sectors such as
coal mining, contract manu-
facturing, digital media, single
brand retail trading, civil avi-
ation, defence, insurance and
telecom. 
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With summer vacations
winding down, airlines

are counting on the return of
more business travellers to
keep their pandemic recovery
going into the fall.

Air travel in the United
States, bolstered by huge num-
bers of tourists, has nearly
recovered to pre-pandemic lev-
els.

Inflation - and especially
this year's sharp rise in airfares
- raises concern about how long
vacationers can afford to keep
flying at their current pace.
Airlines say they see no signs
of a slowdown in leisure trav-
el.

Business travel, however,
remains about 25% to 30%
below 2019 levels, according to
airlines and outfits that track
sales.

And it is not clear when -
or if - road warriors will return
to their old travel habits.

"The whole challenge for
the industry is around the
return of the corporate travel-
er, and whether he is going to
come back in enough volume
and frequency that is going to
help these airlines," says John
Grant, an analyst with travel-
data provider OAG.

The Global Business Travel
Association recently predicted

that corporate travel won't fully
return until mid-2026, 18
months later than the trade
group had previously forecast.

Business travelers general-
ly pay higher fares, so their
absence has an outsized impact
on airline revenue and profit.

Business travel is slower to
return because it is more com-
plicated than somebody decid-
ing they want to take a vacation
after staying home during the
first two years of the pandem-
ic, says Chuck Thackston, who
leads data research at the
Airlines Reporting Corp., a
ticket-settlement firm that
operates as a middleman
between airlines and travel
agents.

"On the corporate side, it
just takes a little more to restart
that because there are so many
moving parts," Thackston said.
"If you want to go visit clients
in New York, it could be that
nobody is in the office in New
York. That is slowly building
back." Conventions and other
big meetings are another key
driver of business travel, and
also seem to be coming back,
Thackston said.

Airline officials say that
travel by small-business oper-
ators has recovered nearly fully,
but that many corporate trav-
elers have not returned to the
road or skies.
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Over 52 per cent of gig workers or con-
tract employees feel that their work

environment makes it challenging for
them to upskill or find new job opportu-
nities, according to a report.

According to the report by CIIE.CO,
a startup platform built at Indian Institute
of Management (IIM) Ahmedabad, most
young respondents increasingly look
towards gig economy platforms for their
first jobs. However, over 52 per cent of gig
workers said the gig working environment
makes it difficult to upskill or find new job
opportunities, it added.

The report further analysed that gigs
offered by platforms initially hook indi-
viduals with the opportunity of short-term
income but keep them employed for pro-
longed periods of time in a career with-
out a long-term growth trajectory.

"Only about one in three individuals
we spoke to had clear plans for shifting jobs
in the near future. This was despite the vast
majority reportedly working overtime in
their current shifts and having no resources
for up-skilling at the jobs they held," said
the report.

This skills gap, however, has another

significant impact on the long-term growth
of the economy, the report said, adding the
data has revealed that platforms today are
increasingly becoming the source of a first
job for young graduates leaving universi-
ty. If they are not upskilled and placed in
good organisations with better income, it
leads to underutilised human capital with-
in the country, it stated.

The CIIE.CO report is based on a sur-
vey among 4,070 platform based gig
workers, including the high earning
knowledge workers and daily-wage agri-
cultural workers.

The report further said that 50 per cent
of platform workers today find their jobs
through traditional referral networks
despite 80 per cent having internet access.

"In many ways, gig workers are chan-
nels through which the old and new India
interact. We're in 2022, it is about time that
each of us has access to our own data.
Enabling gig workers to own and use their
employment, financial, health etc. Data will
improve their well-being and unlock the
growth of both traditional and new
economies," CIIE.CO Partner - Insights
Supriya Sharma said.
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The government has set up a
panel to review the formu-

la that dictates the pricing of gas
produced by companies like
ONGC and Reliance as it looks
to moderate the steep increase
that producers would have oth-
erwise got.

The committee under for-
mer planning commission
member Kirit S Parikh will sug-
gest a "fair price to the end con-
sumer", according to an order
of the oil ministry.

The panel, which will
include representatives of the
gas producers association as
also producers ONGC and OIL,
has been asked to submit its
report by the month-end.

It also has a member from
private city gas operators, state
gas utility GAIL, a representa-
tive of Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) and a member from the
fertiliser ministry, the order

said.
The government had in

2014 used prices in gas surplus
countries to arrive at a formu-
la for locally produced gas.
The rates according to this for-
mula were subdued and at
times lower than the cost of
production till March 2022 but
rose sharply thereafter, reflect-
ing the surge in global rates in
the aftermath of Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine. The prices,
which are payable to producers
like Reliance Industries as well
as state-owned Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC) are
due for revision on October 1
and are expected to go up fur-
ther.

The price of gas from old
fields, which are predominant-
ly of state-owned producers
like ONGC and Oil India Ltd,
was more than doubled to USD
6.1 per million British thermal
unit from April 1 and is expect-
ed to cross USD 9 next month.
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The Sensex and Nifty closed modestly lower
on Tuesday after investors offloaded

FMCG, IT and banking stocks in the last hour
of trade amid mixed global cues.

After rising over 320 points in intra-day
trade, the 30-share BSE Sensex pared all gains
to settle 48.99 points or 0.08 per cent lower
at 59,196.99.

On similar lines, the broader NSE Nifty
slipped 10.20 points or 0.06 per cent to
17,655.60.

Bajaj Finserv was the top laggard in the
Sensex pack, dropping 2.08 per cent, followed
by Kotak Mahindra Bank, HUL, M&M,
Bajaj Finance, Nestle India and Asian Paints.

On the other hand, Bharti Airtel, NTPC,
Tata Steel, Reliance Industries, Power Grid,
Dr Reddy's and Sun Pharma were among the
major gainers, spurting as much as 2.79 per
cent.

The market breadth was negative, with 20
of the 30 Sensex components closing in the
red. "Domestic indices wiped out early gains
to close flat, tracking mixed global cues. While
the energy crisis and ECB interest rate deci-
sion later in the week pressurised European
markets, Chinese policymakers' renewed
efforts to strengthen its economy boded well
for the Chinese bourses.

"In an effort to stabilize declining oil
prices, OPEC+ opted to cut back on the out-
put given the faltering global growth outlook,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
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Richest Indian Gautam Adani's
conglomerate has cited an

improved net debt to operating prof-
it ratio and more than halving of
loans from public sector banks to
allay concerns about it being over-
leveraged.

In a 15-page note in response to
CreditSights report calling the group
overleveraged, it said companies in
the group have consistently de-lev-
ered, with the net debt to Ebitda ratio
declining to 3.2 times from 7.6 times
in the last nine years.

"The businesses operate on a sim-

ple yet robust and repeatable business
model focused on development and
origination, operations and man-
agement and capital management
plan," the note, reviewed by PTI, said.

The group had a gross debt of Rs

1.88 lakh crore in March 2022 and net
debt of Rs 1.61 lakh crore after con-
sidering the cash balance.

While loans from public sector
banks in 2015-16 accounted for 55
per cent of all debt of the group firms,
in 2021-22, borrowing from PSBs
made up for 21 per cent of all debt,
it said. 

In FY2016, private banks
accounted for 31 per cent of loans,
which has now shrunk to 11 per cent.
Money raised through bonds has
jumped from 14 per cent of all loans
to account for 50 per cent now. 

In a report titled 'Adani Group:
Deeply Overleveraged', CreditSights,

a Fitch group firm, had last month
stated that the ports-to-power-to-
cement conglomerate is "deeply over-
leveraged" with the group predomi-
nantly using debt to invest aggres-
sively across existing as well as new
businesses. "In the worst-case sce-
nario, overly ambitious debt-funded
growth plans could eventually spiral
into a massive debt trap, and possi-
bly culminate into a distressed situ-
ation or default of one or more group
companies," it had said.

Adani, 60, has in the last few
years expanded his coal-to-ports
conglomerate into airports, data cen-
tres, cement, aluminium and city gas.
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The South Eastern Railway (SER) has
registered nearly 27 per cent growth in

coal loading in the first five months of the
2022-23 fiscal, an official said here on
Tuesday.

Revenue generation of SER from
"originating freight" loading has also
increased to Rs 7,039.60 crore during the
April-August period of the 2022-23 finan-
cial year (FY23) as against Rs 6,646.93 crore
in the corresponding months last fiscal.

The Kolkata-headquartered zonal rail-
way has loaded 81.83 million tonne of
"originating freight" in the first five months
of FY23, of which coal constitutes 21.10
million tonne, the official said. This is "26.65
per cent higher than the coal loading done
by the SER during the same period last
year", he said.

The main commodities of freight
loading, apart from coal, are iron ore, pig
iron, finished steel, cement and petroleum
products, the official added. 
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Capital markets regulator Sebi on Tuesday
asked all entities which have listed non-con-

vertible securities to submit information per-
taining to unclaimed redemption and dividend
amounts by September 15.

The information has been sought from all
the entities which do not fall within the defin-
ition of 'company' under the Companies Act and
which had listed non-convertible securities,
including non-convertible debt securities, non-
convertible redeemable preference shares and
perpetual non-cumulative preference shares
and perpetual debt instruments, according to a
public notice. Also, information has been
sought from those who have unclaimed inter-
est, dividend, principal and redemption amount
on such instruments as on August 31.
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Global stock markets and Wall
Street futures rose Tuesday as

Liz Truss prepared to become
British prime minister and Europe
wrestled with uncertainty about
Russian gas supplies.

London and Frankfurt opened
higher. Shanghai and Tokyo gained.
Benchmark US crude rose more
than $2 per barrel. The euro edged
higher against the dollar.

European markets were jolted
by Friday's announcement that
the suspension of Russian gas sup-
plies through the Nord Stream 1
pipeline would be extended indef-
initely. Shortages have pushed up
prices and weigh on economic
growth.

Truss "will have to hit the

ground running as the U.K.
Prepares for a brutal winter," Craig
Erlam of Oanda said in a report.
Noting news reports that Truss
plans to freeze energy bills, Erlam
said "the question is what impact
it will have on inflation and gas
demand." 

In early trading, the FTSE 100
in London rose 0.3% to 7,307.22
and Frankfurt's DAX advanced
0.4% to 12,816.01. The CAC 40 in
France gained 0.2% to 6,103.77.

On Wall Street, futures for the
S&amp;P 500 index and the Dow
Jones Industrial Average were up
0.5% as U.S. Markets prepared to
reopen after a three-day holiday
weekend.

On Friday, the S&amp;P and
the Dow both lost 1.1% after gov-
ernment data showed U.S. Hiring

slowed in August but wages rose.
Forecasters said the Federal Reserve
might see that as evidence more
rate hikes are needed to cool infla-
tion that is at a multi-decade high.

Investors worry repeated rate

hikes by the Fed and central banks
in Asia and Europe to control
surging inflation might derail glob-
al economic growth. Central banks
say they must slow business and
consumer activity to get prices
under control.

In Asia, the Shanghai
Composite Index rose 1.4% to
3,243.44 after the government
promised Monday to accelerate eas-
ier lending and other policies to
shore up economic growth that
sank to 2.5% over a year earlier in
the first half of 2022, less than half
the official annual target.

The announcement might
"provide a short-term uplift" to sen-
timent, but investors "ultimately
want to see a stronger recovery,"
said Yeap Jun Rong of IG in a
report.
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The finance ministry on
Tuesday released the sixth

instalment of revenue deficit
grant of Rs 7,183 crore to 14
states for the current fiscal.

The states for which the
Post Devolution Revenue
Deficit (PDRD) grant has been
recommended by the 15th
Finance Commission during
2022-23 are -- Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tripura,
Uttarakhand and West Bengal.

"The Department of
Expenditure has on Tuesday

released the 6th monthly instal-
ment of Post Devolution
Revenue Deficit (PDRD) Grant
of Rs 7,183.42 crore to 14
states," the ministry said in a
statement.

The 15th Finance
Commission has recommend-
ed a total PDRD grant of Rs
86,201 crore to 14 states for the
financial year 2022-23. The
grant is released in 12 equated
monthly instalments. 

The ministry said with the
release of the sixth instalment
for the month of September
2022, the total amount of
PDRD grants released to the
states in 2022-23 stands at Rs
43,100.50 crore.
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Irish regulators are slap-
ping Instagram with a big

fine after an investigation
found the social media plat-
form mishandled teenagers'
personal data. Ireland's Data
Protection Commission said
by email Monday that it
made a final decision last
week to fine the company
405 million euros ($402
million), though the full
details won't be released
until next week. The penal-

ty is the second-biggest
issued under the European
Union's stringent privacy
rules, after Luxembourg's
regulators fined Amazon
746 million euros last year. 

Instagram parent Meta,
which also owns Facebook
and can appeal the decision,
didn't respond to a request
for comment. 

The Irish watchdog's
investigation centered on
how Instagram exposed the
personal details of users
ages 13 to 17. 
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Luxury carmaker Mercedes-
Benz India on Tuesday said

it is cooperating with the
authorities investigating the
car crash that led to the death
of former Tata Sons chairman
Cyrus Mistry.

Mistry (54) and his friend
Jahangir Pandole were killed on
Sunday afternoon when their
Mercedes GLC 220d 4MATIC
car hit a road divider in Palghar
district of Maharashtra.

Two other car occupants -

- Anahita Pandole (55), who
was at the wheel, and her hus-
band Darius Pandole (60) --
suffered injuries and are admit-
ted to a private hospital in
Mumbai.  

Mistry was cremated on
Tuesday. The last rites were per-
formed in an electric cremato-
rium at Worli in central
Mumbai.

"As a responsible brand
respecting customer privacy,
our team is cooperating with
the authorities where possible,
and we will provide any clari-

fications to them directly as
required," the automaker said
in a statement.

The German auto major
noted that it would continue
ongoing efforts to increase
road safety awareness as a
responsible manufacturer while
equipping its vehicles with the
latest safety features and tech-
nologies. 

"We are deeply saddened
by the untimely demise of
Cyrus Mistry and Jehangir
Pandole in the unfortunate
road accident.

INDIA PROVIDES BEST INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY,
DESTINATION THAT CAN'T BE MISSED: GOYAL
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Adani group says not overleaveraged, loans from public banks halved
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Frances Tiafoe of the United
States produced the perfor-
mance of a lifetime to send

Rafael Nadal crashing out of the
US Open in a stunning fourth
round upset on Monday.

Tiafoe, who had only
reached one major champi-
onship quarter-final in his career
before, shattered Nadal's hopes
of adding to his record collection
of 22 Grand Slam singles titles
with a 6-4, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 victory.

A packed Arthur Ashe
Stadium crowd roared in delight
as the 24-year-old 22nd seed
bombarded Nadal with 18 aces
and 49 winners to seal victory in
3hr 34min.

The win sends Tiafoe into a
last eight showdown against
Russian ninth seed Andrey
Rublev on Wednesday.

"I don't even know what to
say right now," Tiafoe said after
his superb victory. "I'm beyond
happy, I'm almost in tears. I can't
believe it.

"He's definitely one of the
greatest of all time. I played
unbelievable tennis today but
yeah - I really don't know what
happened."

Tiafoe, the son of immi-
grants from Sierra Leone who
began playing tennis as a four-
year-old when his father worked
as a live-in caretaker at a tennis
facility in Maryland, had never
gone further than the fourth
round at the US Open in seven
previous appearances.

"When I first came on the
scene a lot of people had expec-
tations of me of how I would do
and stuff, but I wasn't ready for
it. Mentally I wasn't mature
enough for those moments,"
Tiafoe said.

"But these last couple of
years I've been able to put my
head down and develop."

Nadal paid tribute to

Tiafoe's performance, and
admitted he had struggled to
cope with the American's tactic
of moving him around the
court.

'I played a bad match'
"I played a bad match and

he played a good match. At the
end that's it, no?," Nadal said.

"Tennis is a sport of position
a lot of times, no? If not, you

need to be very, very quick and
very young. I am not in that
moment anymore," the 36-year-
old said.
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Carlos Alcaraz reached the

US Open quarter-finals for a
second successive year when he
defeated 2014 champion Marin
Cilic in an epic last-16 tie which

finished at 02:23 a.m. on
Tuesday.

In a gruelling three-hour
and 54-minute encounter, Cilic
was under siege, having to save
12 of 18 break points while com-
mitting 66 unforced errors.

The 19-year-old Alcaraz,
seeded three and seen as the title
favorite after the elimination of
four-time champion Rafael

Nadal, will face Jannik Sinner of
Italy for a semi-final place.

Sinner holds a 2-1 advan-
tage over Alcaraz with both wins
coming this year at Wimbledon
and Umag.

"I believed in myself, it was
pretty tough," said Alcaraz.

"I was a break down in the
fifth set. It was tough to come
back after losing the fourth set."

�����	������D��
Earlier, Italy's Jannik Sinner

reached a Grand Slam quarter-
final for the third time this sea-
son after beating unseeded Ilya
Ivashka in five sets.

The 11th seed squeezed
past the 28-year-old Belarusian
6-1, 5-7, 6-2, 4-6, 6-3.

The Monaco-based 21-year-
old has performed consistently
well at Grand Slams this year,
reaching quarter-finals at the
Australian Open and
Wimbledon, and the fourth
round at the French Open.
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Andrey Rublev shrugged

off a rain delay to breeze past
Cameron Norrie and reach the
quarter-finals for the third time.

The ninth-seeded Russian
triumphed 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 and will
face Frances Tiafoe of the United
States for a place in the semi-
finals.

"It was two and a half hours,
it was tough," said 24-year-old
Rublev who had needed four
hours and five sets to get past
Denis Shapovalov in the third
round.

"Cameron and I, we have
known each other for a long
time. I knew I had to give my
best.

"I played a good match. I
was able to win in three sets so
I am super happy,"

Rublev, who also made the
last-eight in New York in 2017
and 2020.
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Rafael Nadal admitted on
Monday that he wasn't

sure when he will return to
action after Frances Tiafoe
condemned him to his ear-
liest US Open exit since
2016.

For Australian and
French Open champion
Nadal, it was a first Grand
Slam loss of 2022 after an
abdominal strain forced him
to forfeit his Wimbledon
semi-final.

The defeat ended a run
of 16 successive Slams where
the Spaniard had made at
least the quarter-finals.

"I need to go back. I need
to fix things. I don't know
when I going to come back,"
Nadal told a press confer-
ence.

"I going to try to be
ready mentally. When I feel
that I will be ready to com-
pete again, I will be there."

Nadal has endured a
rollercoaster year.

His two Slam titles have
taken him one clear of Novak
Djokovic but his physical
frailties have also returned to
haunt him.

Nadal suffered a stress
fracture of the ribs in March
before requiring daily pain-
killing injections in his left
foot to see him through to a
14th French Open title in
June.

Then his bid for a third
Wimbledon crown was shat-
tered by an abdominal injury.

Nadal is due to become
a father for the first time in
the coming weeks, a factor
which will factor heavily into
his future on-court plans.

"Now I have to go home,
I have more important things
than tennis to attend to," he
said.

"Decisions will be made
based on how everything
goes in my personal life,
which comes before my pro-
fessional life."

He added: "It's been a bit
difficult for a few months but
I want to finish the year with
something very important
that is my first child."

Nadal is scheduled to
return to action at the Laver
Cup in London from
September 23. He has already
qualified for the ATP Tour
Finals in Turin to be staged
in November.

Despite his doubts over
his future plans, Nadal told
Spanish media that he won't
rule out playing again this
year.

"I will do a mini pre-sea-
son to finish the year in
Europe with good feelings
and that is what we are going
to try. There is a tournament
ahead if everything else goes
well," he said.
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World number one Iga
Swiatek became the first

Polish woman to reach the US
Open quarter-finals on
Monday when she defeated
Jule Niemeier in an error-
strewn last-16 clash.

French Open champion
Swiatek recovered from a set
and a break down to see off her
108th-ranked German oppo-
nent, 2-6, 6-4, 6-0.

Top seeded Swiatek will
face US eighth seed Jessica
Pegula for a place in the semi-
finals.

In a mistake-riddled clash
on Louis Armstrong Court,
there were a total of 15 double
faults, 12 breaks of serve and 76
unforced errors.

"It's really satisfying. This is
my first quarter-final in New
York so I am really proud of it,"
said Swiatek.

Wimbledon quarter-final-
ist Niemeier hadn't won a
hardcourt match in her career
before coming to New York.

However, went into
Monday's match not having
dropped a set and fired up to
repeat her Wimbledon journey
where she had also beaten
world number two Anett
Kontaveit.
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Aryna Sabalenka reached

the US Open quarter-finals
for a second successive year
with a three-set comeback win
over Danielle Collins.

The world number six
from Belarus triumphed 3-6, 6-

3, 6-2 over her American oppo-
nent who she has now beaten
in New York three times in the
last five editions.

Sabalenka eventually fell at
the semi-finals in 2021 and her
2022 bid looked in danger on
Monday when she needed a
medical time-out to treat a leg
injury.

However, she eventually
fought back from a set down
against the Australian Open
runner-up and sealed victory
on the back of a double break
in the decider.
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Jessica Pegula became the

second American woman into
this year's US Open quarter-
finals after brushing aside
two-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Petra Kvitova in straight
sets.

The 28-year-old eighth
seed shrugged off a rain delay
on the Arthur Ashe Stadium
court to win 6-3, 6-2 and ease
into a last eight meeting with
either world number one Iga
Swiatek.

Pegula, whose parents are

the billionaire owners of the
Buffalo Bills NFL franchise,
was always in control against
out-of-sorts Czech veteran
Kvitova, who had taken down
Spain's Garbine Muguruza in
the third round.

Pegula has reached quar-
ter-finals at the Australian
Open and French Open this
season but had never gone
further than the third round
in five previous appearances at
the US Open. She joins fellow
American Coco Gauff in the
last eight.
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Manchester City coach Pep
Guardiola on Monday

said the team cannot rely on
Erling Haaland to single-hand-
edly win them the Champions
League this season following
his remarkable start to life in
England.

The Norway striker has
scored 10 goals in his first six
Premier League games since his
£51 million ($58 million) move
from Borussia Dortmund this
summer.

"All the players who come
here were brought here by the
club to make us better, that
makes sense," said Guardiola
ahead of Tuesday's opening
group game away to Sevilla.

"If we rely on Erling's
shoulders, we will not win the
Champions League."

City reached the semi-
finals of last season's competi-
tion before an astonishing
comeback from Real Madrid
cost them a shot at winning a
first European title.

The Premier League cham-
pions have brought in England
midfielder Kalvin Phillips,
Argentine striker Julian Alvarez
and defenders Manuel Akanji
and Sergio Gomez to strength-
en the squad.

However the capture of
Haaland was the headline deal,
and one that Guardiola hopes
can inspire City to the trophy
in Istanbul next June.

"Hopefully, we can do it,"
said Guardiola.

"He came here because we
convinced him. We didn't have
strikers and he felt he could
play with us.

"He has settled well, like
with Julian and the other new
players.

"I understand completely
why everyone is talking about

Erling but I have six new play-
ers and I want them to settle as
quickly as possible.

"We won't win just because
of Erling but he has a special
talent, and he can help us solve
problems, definitely. But if we
don't play well, we will not
win."

City will be without defen-
sive pair Kyle Walker and John
Stones against Sevilla.

Walker limped off towards
the end of Saturday's 1-1 draw
with Aston Villa, while Stones
also picked up a minor knock.

"(They are) injured. John is
not much. Kyle is not much
too, but I don't know if he will
be ready for Saturday, or
Dortmund or Wolves before
the international break," said
Guardiola.
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Rasmus Hojlund helped move
Atalanta two points clear at

the top of Serie A on Monday
after opening his account for the
club in a 2-0 stroll against bot-
tom side Monza.

Dane Hojlund, 19, has been
compared to Manchester City
star Erling Haaland and began
to repay the 17 million euro fee
paid to Sturm Graz late last
month by netting 56 minutes
into his first start from Ademola
Lookman's low cross.

Nigeria international
Lookman then forced in the
away side's second via a big
deflection off Marlon Santos
eight minutes later to put Gian
Piero Gasperini's side, who had
been top at the start of this
round of matches, on 13 points.

Unbeaten Atalanta lead

Napoli and champions AC
Milan and do not have any
European football on their
schedule after finishing eighth
last season.

Monza have had a dismal
start to their first ever Serie A
season despite a summer spend-

ing spree and remain on zero
points after their first five games
in Italy's top flight.

Salernitana, who escaped
relegation thanks to a miracle
run at the end of last season, are
10th after their 2-2 draw with
Empoli.
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UEFA president Aleksander
Ceferin is certain Spain

and Portugal will host the 2030
World Cup despite strong bid-
ding competition from South
America.

The Iberian nations agreed
in 2020 to submit a proposal to
stage matches in the World
Cup's centenary year. However,
a four-way bid from Argentina,
Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay
is expected to be among 2030's
top candidates given that the
latter country hosted and won
the inaugural World Cup in
1930.

"I am sure that the 2030
World Cup will be played in
Spain and Portugal," Ceferin
said.

"This bid is a winning one,
and we will do everything pos-
sible to help two countries that
are passionate, live and breathe
football, and that have a good
infrastructure."

Eleven Spanish venues are
expected to be used for the
2030 tournament if the bid is
successful, while Portugal will
put three stadiums forward
for consideration, Kallas
reports.

Spain last staged a World
Cup in 1982. Portugal has
never hosted the prestigious
competition but provided the
venues for Euro 2004.

South America has held
only one World Cup - Brazil
in 2014 - within its shores
since the 1978 edition in
Argentina.
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Paul Pogba's return to
Juventus' training pitches

was short-lived after tests deter-
mined the midfielder requires
knee surgery.

The 29-year-old is there-
fore a huge doubt for France's
defense of its World Cup crown
this winter. Pogba played the
first half of a preseason friend-
ly against Chivas de
Guadalajara after rejoining
Juventus in July but has since
been sidelined with a torn
meniscus.

"I hope we get him back
before the World Cup,"
Juventus head coach
Massimiliano Allegri said on
Monday, according to The
Athletic's James Horncastle.
"But ... the World Cup isn't my
problem. Juve's problem is he
comes back in January."

Allegri added on Pogba's
latest setback: "This morning
he trained for the second time,
but then stopped, and it was
then decided that he undergo
surgery."

Pogba should take around
40-60 days to recover from
meniscus surgery, according to
multiple reports.

France's World Cup cam-
paign kicks off against Australia
on November 22. Juventus'
final match before some of
their players leave for the tour-
nament in Qatar is Lazio's visit
on November 13.
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Brazil international
Vinicius Junior has

acquired Spanish nationality,
his club Real Madrid
announced on Monday,
allowing the club to register
another non-European Union
player.

"Our Brazilian player
Vinicius Junior took the oath
of allegiance to the Spanish
Constitution on Friday 2
September, so from that
moment he also has Spanish
nationality," said a Real
Madrid statement.
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Indian paddlers ended their
campaign in the Asian Junior

and Cadet Championships in
Laos on a golden note as Payas
Jain and Yashaswini Ghorpade
defeated the Chinese duo of Han
Xinyuan and Qin Yuxuan 3-2 in
a thrilling final on Tuesday.

The Indians won 11-9, 11-
1, 10-12, 7-11, and 11-8.

Incidentally, this was the
first Gold medal that the Indian
juniors have won in an Asian
Championships, and it came
close on the heels of our first
mixed Gold at the CWG
through Sharath Kamal and
Sreeja Akula in Birmingham last
month.

Besides, India also grabbed
three Bronze medals, one each
in the U-19 Boys Doubles, in the
U-19 girls singles, and in the U-
19 Boys team event. Overall, the
Indians did well to return home
with four medals.

The top-seeded Indian duo
started well to surge into a 2-0

lead before the Chinese pair
came back to take the next two
games. However, in the decider,
Payas and Yashaswini combined
cleverly and attacked in a mea-
sured way to outwit their oppo-
nents. Earlier, the top-seeded
Karnataka girl did well up to the
quarterfinals in the Under-19
Girls singles but lost to Chen Yi
of China in the semis, losing the
match in straight games of 13-
11, 11-9, 11-4, 11-3.

After the first two games,
where Yashaswini showed her
fighting qualities, she lost steam
in the next two and didn't play
as well.

Payas, who combined with
Delhi-mate Yashansh Malik in
the U-19 Boys Doubles till the
previous round, failed to repeat
their performance in the semi-
finals against the Japanese duo
of Yuta Iimura and Yuhi Sakai.

The Japanese paddlers,
which became the eventual
Gold-winner, beat the Indians
11-8, 11-7, 12-14, 11-6, and set-
tled for Bronze. 
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The Badminton Association
of India (BAI) on Tuesday

announced cash rewards of
close to Rs 1.5 crore for the
medallists at the Common-
wealth Games and World
Championships.

The Indian contingent came
home with its best ever showing
from the Birmingham Com-
monwealth Games, bagging
three Gold, one Silver and two
Bronze medals while the Indian
men's shuttlers fetched three
medals at the World Champion-
ships in 2021 and 2022 respec-

tively.
"Our Badminton players

have been consistently winning
laurels for the country and this
cash award is a small effort to
acknowledge their amazing
achievements over the last two
years," said BAI president
Himanta Biswa Sarma while
announcing the prize money.

The 10-member mixed
team, which won the Silver
medal in Birmingham will get a
total of Rs 30 lakh, or Rs 3 lakh
each, for their effort while the
eight members of the support
staff will get Rs 1.5 lakh each.

Commonwealth Games

men's and women's singles
champions Lakshya Sen and
PV Sindhu would take home Rs
20 lakh each while the men's
doubles combination of Chirag
Shetty and Satwiksairaj Ranki-
reddy will be rewarded with Rs
25 lakh for bagging the historic
Gold in Birmingham.

Apart from the Gold medal-
lists, the young women's doubles
combination of Gayatri Gopi-
chand and Treesa Jolly will take
home Rs 7.5 lakh for their mai-
den Bronze medal winning
effort.

Former world No. 1
Kidambi Srikanth will also get

Rs 5 lakh for his men's singles
Bronze in Birmingham along
with Rs 10 lakh for his Silver
medal winning effort at the
2021 BWF World Champion-
ships in Huelva, Spain.

Sen would add Rs 5 lakh to
his kitty for bagging the men's
singles Bronze in 2021 while
Shetty and Satwik will get anoth-
er Rs 7.5 lakh for becoming the
first Indian men's doubles pair to
clinch a World Championships
Bronze in Tokyo last month.

"BAI plans to continue to
encourage the players for their
super series performances too,"
it said. 
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Kolkata and Ahmedabad will
host the knockout stages of

Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
(SMAT) and Vijay Hazare
Trophy, respectively, while the
BCCI will conduct two Irani
Cup ties over the next months.

SMAT, the domestic T20
event, will take place from
October 11 to November 5
while the Vijay Hazare one-day
competition will run from
November 12 to December 2.

Lucknow, Indore, Rajkot,
Punjab and Jaipur will host the
league stage of SMAT while
Mumbai, Bangalore, Delhi,
Kolkata and Ranchi will stage
the Vijay Hazare league fixtures.

The BCCI is conducting a
full-fledged domestic season
for the first time since 2020.

The Board also confirmed
that the two Irani Cup ties will
be held at the start and end of
season.

The 2020 Ranji Trophy
champions Saurashtra will host
Rest of India from October 1-5
while current champions
Madhya Pradesh host ROI from

March 1-5 next year, as per the
scheduled shared by BCCI to
state units.

Saurashtra were not able to
play the Irani Cup after their
maiden Ranji triumph in March
2020 due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic.

The inaugural women's
under-15 event will be played
from December 26 to January
12 across five venues including
Bangalore, Ranchi, Rajkot,
Indore, Raipur, Pune.

"BCCI is glad to announce
a girls U-15 One Day tourna-
ment. This tournament is intro-

duced to create a pathway for
our youngsters which will
help introduce fresh talent,"
read a BCCI note to state
units.

The season begins with
Duleep Trophy in September
8 to 25.

The premier domestic
event, Ranji Trophy, returns to
the traditional home and away
format and will run from
December 12 to February 20.

Teams could only get to
play three league games in
Ranji Trophy due to a truncat-
ed season. 
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Defending champions
India went perilously
close to elimination

after a six-wicket defeat against
Sri Lanka in their super four
stage match of the Asia Cup
here on Tuesday.

The result left the Men in
Blue at the mercy of the other
teams to have a chance of
making it to the final. It also
meant that India skipper Rohit
Sharma's scintillating 41-ball 72
went in vain, as the islanders
completed a chase of 174 with
a ball to spare.

Needing 21 in 12 balls, Sri
Lanka scored 14 runs off the
penultimate over bowled by
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, almost
sealing it in their favour.

India will be out of the
tournament if Pakistan beat
Afghanistan on Wednesday.

Chasing what looked like a
par score at the innings break,
the Sri Lankans were off to a
blazing start with openers
Kusal Mendis (57 off 37 balls)
and Pathum Nissanka (52 off
37 balls) putting on 91 runs at
a brisk rate.

The fifty was up in the
sixth over with both batters
regularly finding the gaps and
the boundaries with consum-
mate ease, putting tremendous
pressure on the Indian bowling
attack that looked clueless
against the positive approach
adopted by the two Lankan bat-
ters.

However, leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal had other
ideas as he struck twice in the
12th over to put the brakes on
Sri Lanka's march.

Ravichandran Ashwin sent
back Danushka Gunathilaka
(1) to leave Sri Lanka in a spot
of bother at 110 for three in the
14th over.

In the first ball of the next
over, Sri Lanka suffered a body
blow as Chahal got the big
wicket of Mendis, who was
trapped lbw in front of the
wicket.

But Sri Lanka skipper
Dasun Shanaka and (33 not
out) and Bhanuka Rajapaksa

(25 not out) remained till the
end to complete the task for
their team with a match-win-
ning, fifth-wicket partnership
of 64 runs.

Earlier, Rohit led by exam-
ple with his fine knock.

Rohit blazed away after
India lost two early wickets, hit-
ting five fours and four sixes
during his entertaining knock.
He was well supported by
Suryakumar Yadav (34 off 29
balls) during a stand of 97 runs

for the third wicket.
But Rohit's dismissal trig-

gered a slide as India added 63
runs after being 110 for three
in the 13th over, when the skip-
per got out.

Sri Lanka were off to a
dream start as they removed
opener KL Rahul (6) and one-
down Virat Kohli (0) in quick
succession, leaving defending
champions India in early trou-
ble at 13 for two in the third
over.

Right after getting a
boundary with a lofted drive
over extra over, Rahul was
trapped in front of the wicket
by off-spinner Maheesh
Theekshana's arm ball in the
second over of the game.

Having failed to connect
with the ball after coming
down the wicket, Rahul had
opted for a review but it did not
go his way as replays showed
the ball going on to hit the leg
stump.

In came Kohli, only for the
Indian star to walk back to the
dressing room after facing four
deliveries for his zero, bowled
neck and crop by left-arm fast
bowler Dilshan Madushanka at
the Dubai International Cricket
Stadium.

Trying to slog a length
ball over midwicket, Kohli
missed and his off and middle
stumps were disturbed.

Rohit though remained
positive and kept the score-
board moving at a healthy rate,
making his intention clear
when he played Chamika
Karunaratne over wide mid-on
for a boundary.

Fast-medium bowler
Asitha Fernando was intro-
duced into the attack, and
Rohit smashed him for a six
and a four off successive balls
as 14 runs came in the fifth
over.

The Indian captain then hit
Theekshana for a four over
square leg, helping India score
44 runs in the six powerplay
overs.

Leg-spinner Wanindu
Hasaranga and Karunaratne
then bowled a couple of tight
overs, succeeding in containing

the duo of Rohit and
Suryakumar Yadav.

Meanwhile, Rohit was
dropped at extra cover when
batting on 40, off Hasaranga's
bowling.

Suryakumar brought up
his first boundary after playing
12 balls, which was also India's
first after a quiet period.

In the next over, Rohit
took advantage of his reprieve
and whipped Asitha Fernando
over deep square-leg for a six,
and then reached his half cen-
tury with a four.

Suryakumar also got into
the act, striking Madushanka
for a maximum. It was then
again Rohit's turn to get a six
as the Indian captain danced
down the wicket to loft
Hasaranga over long-on. He
followed that up with a four
and then another six.

However, Karunaratne dis-
missed Rohit in the next over
with a slower one. 
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Pacer Avesh Khan has been

ruled out of the remainder of
the Asia Cup due to fever
related illness, a senior BCCI
official confirmed the develop-
ment on Tuesday.

Seamer Deepak Chahar,
who was in stand by for the
tournament, has been drafted
in.

"Avesh has fever and he has
also got sinus related problems
which has escalated post illness.
It will not be possible for him
to take further part in the
tournament. Deepak Chahar is
already there and he will be
drafted in THE main squad," a
senior BCCI source told PTI.
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Former India batter Suresh
Raina on Tuesday

announced his retirement from
all forms of cricket, a move that
makes him eligible for compet-
ing in overseas T20 leagues.

The 35-year-old had fol-
lowed M S Dhoni into interna-
tional retirement on August 15,
2020.

He continued playing the
IPL in 2021 but was released by
Chennai Super Kings ahead of
the 2022 season.

"It has been an absolute
honour to represent my coun-
try & state UP. I would like to
announce my retirement from
all formats of cricket," Raina
tweeted while thanking the
BCCI, Uttar Pradesh Cricket
Association and CSK.

Since an active India or
domestic player can't take part
in overseas leagues, Raina
needed to take this step for him
to explore T20 leagues around
the world.

He could also be seen in
Cricket South Africa's new
T20 league, to be held next year,
with all six teams owned by IPL
franchises, including CSK.

Raina played his last com-
petitive game in October 2021
when he turned up for CSK
against Rajasthan Royals in
Abu Dhabi.

As an India player, Raina
played 18 Tests, 226 ODIs and
78 T20s. He was part of the
World Cup winning squad in
2011. 
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Melbourne: Melbourne Stars
on Tuesday announced the
signing of India batter Jemimah
Rodrigues for the eighth season
of Women's Big Bash League
(WBBL).

The 22-year-old represent-
ed Stars' cross-town rival
Melbourne Renegades last sea-
son, scoring 333 runs at a
strike rate of over 116.

"I am super excited to be a
part of the Stars family,"
Jemimah said in a statement.

"I've been told that I'm the
first ever Indian to sign for the
Stars and it is my honour to do
so.

"Melbourne has always
been my favourite city in
Australia and I can't wait to get
back there," she added.
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Australian batting great and
World Cup winning cap-

tain Ricky Ponting has includ-
ed India's Hardik Pandya and
Jasprit Bumrah among his first
five players for a World T20
playing eleven.

Ponting reckons Pandya is
arguably the best T20 all-
rounder in the world while
Bumrah is the most complete
bowler across the three for-
mats.

"On current form, it's pret-
ty hard to go past Hardik
Pandya at number three. His
IPL was outstanding.

"To see him back at the
bowling crease is something
that I was always a little bit
unsure would actually ever
happen … he's had some real-
ly big injury setbacks, which
has obviously affected how
much he's been able to play for
India," said Ponting on the ICC
Review.

Pandya is back to bowling
regularly lending much need-
ed balance to the Indian team.

"But he's back bowling,
and at 140kph which he was
doing four or five years ago. But
his batting and his maturity
while batting has come on in
leaps and bounds.

"He understands the game
better and he understands his
game better than ever before
and right now he's probably the
best allrounder in the world in
T20 cricket, and could poten-
tially be in ODI cricket," said
the former Australian captain.

The other three players in
Ponting's first five include
Rashid Khan, Babar Azam and
Jos Buttler.

On India's pace spearhead,
Ponting added: "He is probably
the most complete bowler
across Test cricket, One Day
cricket and T20 cricket in the
world right now. Very good
with the new ball when anyone
decides to use him that way.

"India might think of giv-
ing him an over with the new
ball in Australia (at the T20
World Cup) where it might

swing but what you can guar-
antee is a couple of great high
quality death overs, which
every team is looking for —
someone that can execute slow
balls and bouncers."

Ponting reserved a lot of
praise for Afghanistan star
Rashid Khan.

"I've actually gone with
Rashid Khan at number one,
and the reason I thought about
that was if we actually had a
player event in an IPL auction
now and there was no salary
cap, he's probably the one that's
going to go for the most
amount of money.

"I've got him at number
one for his consistency, his
wicket-taking ability over a
long period of time, but also the
fact that his economy rate in
the T20 game is just outstand-
ing.

"When you're playing
against any team that he's play-
ing in you probably have less
sleep that night than you do for
any other game that you play
during the year," he added. 
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Cameron Green scored an unbeaten 89 and
shared a 158-run sixth-wicket partnership

with Alex Carey as Australia recovered from a
top-order collapse Tuesday to beat New Zealand
by two wickets in the series-opening ODI.

Australia won the toss and restricted top-
ranked New Zealand to 232-9, with allrounder
Glenn Maxwell taking an ODI career-best 4-52
and paceman Josh Hazlewood snaring 3-31 for
the hosts.

Devon Conway (46), skipper Kane
Williamson (45), Tom Latham (43) and Michael
Bracewell (26) all made promising starts for New
Zealand before losing their wickets to the ver-
satile Maxwell in conditions perfect for his slow-
er off-spinners.

Trent Boult grabbed three early wickets with
some vintage in-swing bowling for New Zealand,
removing skipper Aaron Finch (5), Steve Smith
(1) and Marnus Labuschagne (0), and Matt
Henry dismissed David Warner (20) and

Marcus Stoinis (5) to have Australia reeling at
44-5 after 12 overs.

But Carey (85) and Green combined to
steady the innings and, with plenty of overs in
hand and the pitch improving, set about grad-
ually chasing down the required runs.
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New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson feels the crick-

eting landscape around the
world is witnessing a rapid
change with the emergence of
T20 leagues and striking a bal-
ance between franchise crick-
et and national duty has
become the need of the hour.

Williamson's comments
came at a time when cricketers
around the world are preferring
playing in cash-rich T20
leagues over international
cricket.

"It's a tricky one because it
is changing. So much seems to
have happened so quickly,"

Williamson told reporters.
"It does seem to be a move-

ment in the landscape of the
game. Every case is unique and
every case has got their individ-
ual needs at different stages of
their lives.

"There are a lot of different
franchise events happening
and seeing players make deci-
sions on their playing careers...
Suggests that there is a balance
to strike and some things to
work through," he added.

Recently, Trent Boult was
released from his central con-
tract after the star New Zealand
pacer made a request to spend
more time with his family and
also take part in T20 leagues
across the world.

Boult was roped in by
Melbourne Stars for the Big
Bash League (BBL) soon after.

On the other hand, New
Zealand all-rounder Colin de
Grandhomme decided to retire
from international cricket, and
was roped in by BBL franchise
Adelaide Strikers in the draft
process.
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South Africa white-ball skip-
per and Test vice-captain

Temba Bavuma, who was
ruled out of the three-Test
away series against England
currently underway due to an
elbow injury, will return to lead
the 15-member side in the ICC
T20 World Cup in Australia.

The 32-year-old had suf-
fered a left-elbow injury dur-
ing the five-match T20I series
against India in June and has
fully recovery ahead of the
showpiece event Down Under.

The 15-memebr squad
and three travelling reserves
will also make the trip to India
ahead of the T20 World Cup
for the three-match T20I series
later this month.

Rassie van der Dussen has
been ruled out of the tourna-

ment due to a fracture of his
left index finger he sustained
during the second Test against
England in Manchester. He will
require surgery and is expect-
ed to take up to at least six
weeks to recover.

All 15 players are capped,
with 22-year-old Tristan Stubbs
receiving his maiden World
Cup call up following an
impressive outing in the recent
T20I series against England. 
Squad: Temba Bavuma (cap-
tain), Quinton de Kock, Reeza
Hendricks, Heinrich Klaasen,
Keshav Maharaj, Aiden
Markram, David Miller, Lungi
Ngidi, Anrich Nortje, Wayne
Parnell, Dwaine Pretorius,
Kagiso Rabada, Rilee Rossouw,
Tabraiz Shamsi, Tristan Stubbs.
Travelling Reserves: Bjorn
Fortuin, Marco Jansen, and
Andile Phehlukwayo.
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