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PET DOG ATTACKS ZOMATO DELIVERY EXECUTIVE

ARSHDEEP SINGH
ince Pakistan recently won
the match against India in
the Asia Cup Super Four
match, cricketer Arshdeep
Singh has been the target of
trolls. Singling Singh out for
the loss of India, people began
labeling the cricketer as
‘Khalistani'. Ever since then,
many celebrities from the film
fraternity as well as from the
sports industry, have come
forward in support of the
cricketer, against the trolls.

past few days, there have
Sincebeenthe several
cases of residents

S

or visitors being bitten by dogs in the
premises. One such incident had
taken place in Navi Mumbai's Panvel,
where a German Shepherd bit a
Zomato delivery executive in Navi
Mumbai's Panvel. The CCTV footage
of the incident has gone viral on
social media, showing the delivery
executive moving to a side while
getting off the lift. However, the dog
suddenly leaps at the man and bites
him on his crotch.

SONG

MOVIE
MAD BANKE

ctor Tamannah Bhatia unveiled the first song Mad
Banke from the upcoming film Babli Bouncer and
it's as fun as her bubbly character. In the film, the
actor will play the role of a bodybuilder who becomes
a bouncer in Delhi. The new song captures the
essence of her lively character alongside Abhishek
Bajaj as her love interest.
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CHUP: REVENGE OF THE ARTIST
R. Balki had unveiled Chup:
Filmmaker
Revenge of The Artist’s teaser on the
legendary Guru Dutt's birthday. Paying an
ode to him, the teaser directly points to the
criticism that the legendary director received
for his masterpiece, Kaagaz Ke Phool. The
recently-released trailer has gained
appreciation from fans and generated
anticipation for the psychological thriller.

PICTURE
MONSOON SEASON IN SEHWAN
victims gather to receive food
Flood
handouts in a camp, following rains
and floods, following rains and floods
during the monsoon season in Sehwan,
Pakistan.
Photograph: Reuters/Akhtar Soomro
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Lend me
your ears
very year, September 23
is celebrated as the
International Day of
Sign Languages. The
purpose is to support
and protect the linguistic identity of people who are deaf,
along with other users of sign languages. This year’s theme, as
declared by the World Federation of
the Deaf, is: ‘We Sign For Human
Rights’ — projects “how each of us deaf and hearing people around the
world — can work together hand in
hand to promote the recognition of
our right to use sign languages in all
areas of life”.
If we go back to the time when
the pandemic broke out, the deaf
community didn't receive the care
and attention that they needed. For
instance, helplines and news was
largely inaccessible. In fact, there
were hardly any provisions in Covid
wards for people with hearing loss.
The situation worsened when the
Union government announced
lockdown. All of this indicates that
there is so much that remains to be
done for the deaf community.
The Pioneer has decided to highlight the unspoken and unaddressed
challenges that the community
faces. This is not to say that nothing
has been done. We found some
organisations in Hyderabad and
elsewhere who have made us proud
by working wonderfully on the
ground for the hearing impaired.
Still, there is a long way to go!
If we look at the some of the initiatives taken by the Union government, of course there are some
functional programmes, but most
of them are moving at a snail's
pace. The government launched
the National Programme for
Prevention and Control of
Deafness back in January 2007.
But the harsh reality is that its
implementation is way behind.
What is shocking is that the estimated number of Ear, Nose &
Throat (ENT) specialists is just
7,000 in a country of about 1.38
billion people. And, how many certified sign language interpreters do
we have? Unfortunately, the counting stops at 250.
The Pioneer spoke to
Swarnalatha J, a disability rights
activist and manager of Ashray
Akruti, a registered non-profit
working for people with disabilities
with focus on children with hearing
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loss. Established in Hyderabad in
1996, the organization implements
many projects. Swarnalatha reasoned: “It is very disheartening to
see that despite having a significant
population with hearing loss and
auditory complications, India lacks
awareness, accessibility and
acknowledgement of the necessity
of sign language. If we talk about
accessibility, then the situation is
critical. The deaf community is
struggling for basic things, such as
captions on television, announcements during daily commutes, or
simply the instructions and signage
to lead everyday life in public
spaces. The absence of an official
sign language is making things
worse. The challenges are multi-fold
because there is no official sign language in our country. In other
words, we don't have a well-developed sign language and many local
variants, plus no recognition whatsoever.”
First recognized in the 1950s and
1960s, sign languages still fight for
status and recognition. The
public impression that
these visual-spatial languages are akin to
pantomime
or pictorial
gestures
persist
in

Communication is a two-way
process, even if pin-drop silence is the
‘response' from one of the sides! As for
the deaf or people with impaired hearing
abilities, even basic communication becomes a
demanding task in the absence of mutually
recognisable sign languages that are easy and
one way or
universal. According to a WHO report, around 63
the other.
While sign
million people in India suffer from either complete
languages
exist everyor partial deafness, and of these, at least 50 lakh
where in the
world where
are children. The Pioneer's TANISHA SAXENA
there are communities of deaf
sheds light on what is in store for this large
people, numerous
different sign lancommunity that is shouting ‘Lend me
guages are used
indifferent regions of
your ears' in this incredibly
the globe. Each of these
are
sign languages is indepengenermulti-lingual nation.
dent of the spoken language of
the surrounding hearing communities. For instance, the American
Sign Language (ASL) and the
British Sign Language (BSL) are
very different and mutually unintelligible, even though both deaf communities inhabit countries with
English as their official spoken language.
Some linguists
and histori-

ans
have recognized that historical suppression of
sign languages is indicative of a
trend where minority languages
have been perceived negatively and
oppressed further. What makes it
difficult in India, is its diversity, in
terms of multilingual multi-cultural and an amalgamation of
various socio-political backgrounds.
According to one
research, more than 90
percent of the general
population are quite
ignorant that the deaf
(who are called ‘dumb’)
can be given speech. We
also found out that
there are only 400
schools in India for the
deaf community, which
needs a huge boost.
How about the
social stigma
attached to using
sign language in
public?
When The Pioneer
approached Yogeshwar I.
Rokade and Prashant M.
Jadav, researchers of the
Indian Sign Language
Recognition System, they
shared portions of their introductory work that read: “Sign
language is used widely by
people who are deaf-dumb;
these are used as a medium
for communication. A sign
language is nothing but composed of various gestures
formed by different shapes
of hand, its movements, orientations as well as the facial
expressions. These gestures

ally used
by deaf-dumb
people in order to
express their thought.
Dumb-deaf persons face communication barrier in public places
while interacting with normal person, such as in bank, hospital and
post offices. Sometimes the deaf
needs to seek the help of the sign
language interpreter so as to translate their thoughts to normal people
and vice versa. However, this way
turns out to be very costly and does
not work throughout the life period
of a deaf person. So, a system which
can automatically recognize the sign
language gestures becomes a necessity. Introducing such a system
would lead to minimising the gap
between deaf and normal people in
society. The sign language in use at
a particular place depends on the
culture and spoken language at that
place. Indian sign language (ISL) is
used by the deaf community in
India. ISL is a standard and welldeveloped way of communication
for hearing impaired people in India
and speaking in English. Different
symbols are involved for different
alphabets for Indian Sign Language.
It consists of both word level gestures and finger spelling. The signs
considered for recognition include
17 letters of the English alphabet.”
During a research project, Madan
Vasishta, who is a Gallaudet-educated Indian deaf writer and scholar,
documented some beautiful truths
about India’s deaf community. He
wrote, “When a hearing person
from a northern state completely
failed to communicate with a south
Indian, two deaf people from the
most far-flung corners of the country could understand each other
more or less perfectly.”
Continued on Page 4...
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Continued from Page 3...
This suggests that we are in a phase where a lot of
things have been done in order to help the community, but little has been actually translated into the real
world.
The Indian Sign Language Research And Training
Centre(ISLRTC) launched the first Indian Sign
Language Dictionary of 3,000 terms on 23rd March
2018 at the India International Center, New Delhi.
The dictionary was launched by Dr. Thawarchand
Gehlot, Union Minister for Social Justice &
Empowerment. Furthermore, the dictionary got
10,000 terms in its latest edition launched in February
2021. Besides, the government will be publishing
NCERT textbooks in ISL accessible teaching-learning
resources which in turn will benefit special needs of
the students, their teachers, parents and even the general population who wish to learn.
“Sign language is the earliest means of communication. Starting from hieroglyphics to emoticons, language has evolved and has contributed to identity formation and distinctiveness.Sign language erases linguistic boundaries and unites people on a common
platform,irrespective of caste creed color or gender.
Freedom of expression is the basic human right.
Those unable to express either due to aural or speech
issues should not be marginalized but be a part of
communication through a common universal sign
language,” said Professor ShuguftaShaheen, Head
Department of English, Maulana Azad National Urdu
University, Hyderabad.
While several organisations are working for the
deaf community in India, Hyderabad-based NGO,
Deaf EnAbled Foundation (DEF) made headlines
when they translated the Preamble of the Constitution
into the Indian sign language in January 2022, honouring the country’s indomitable spirit of diversity.
“We have always believed that deaf people are an
equal part of the country. They can’t be sidelined
because they are deaf. Everyone should therefore
know their rights and duties, that is the Constitution.
So, we try to translate some part of the Constitution
for the deaf individuals, and they should feel that they
too are equal in this country. This step in essence is to
ensure that all its citizens are equally represented. In
fact, the whole idea came up when we spoke to one of
our DEF members who had his share of experience
of lacking inclusivity. We thought that this needs to
be addressed too. The Constitution guarantees rights
to everyone, irrespective of class, caste, gender and
abilities. Hence, it becomes even more important to
take such a step towards inclusive vision,” says
Maitreyi, a communications staffer of the
Foundation.
Up till now, the foundation has been able to help
155 hearing impaired persons from Hyderabad and
375 DFF children from across the country.
“Unfortunately, Hyderabad and in fact the rest of the
country lacks special colleges and universities. People
face challenges to navigate their day-to-day activities
in life primarily because they are not taught their sign
language for communication which push them
behind. As an organisation, we just try to fill that very
void space by teaching them a language for communication,” amplifies Maitreyi.
Here, the students who enroll themselves get
degrees, along with communication and job skills.
The foundation has successfully placed a lot of students in companies like Amazon, KFC, TCS and
other firms. Even during the lockdown, the NGO
reached out to students through virtual classes.
Nestled in Secunderabad, the foundation has presence in nine more state capitals in the country, serving 375 hearing impaired every year. The Foundation
also funds Talking Hands, a restaurant where hearing
impaired persons are employed.
All told, September 23rd every year is a marker for
everyone to recognisethe requirements of the hearing
impaired deaf and give shout-out to those translating
their dreams into actionable steps for the betterment
of the deaf community.

From accessible
news to AI models
s part of steps
to increase
accessibility
standards on television, public broadcaster Doordarshan began
programming news in
2009. It all started with
an intend to broadcast
the 65th Republic Day
parade on TV with
simultaneous sign language interpretation
for people who are
deaf or have difficulty
in hearing. For the
first time in history,
people with hearing
disabilities were able to
follow the events
unfolding on three
major Doordarshan
channels with realtime sign language
interpretation.
Although the BBC
had made a commitment to make the content 100 per cent deaf
community friendly
way back in the 1999,
it took almost nine
years for the then
Indian government to
take some real steps.
Till 2009, the only
comprehensive accessible TV news for the
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deaf community was
the weekly sign language news bulletin on
DD.
Nobody until then
had paid heed to the
requirement of subtitling news on TV.
Perhaps the earliest
demand for sub-titling
television programming was raised by the
National Association
of the Deaf in 2006.

Ultimately, when physically challenged community demanded
subtitling of news as
one of their ‘10 Big
Ticket’ demands, the
government decided
on it.
People must have
seen Smriti Nagpal,
Indian television presenter, sign language
interpreter, and social
entrepreneur on

Doordarshan. Nagpal
was part of the 2014
Republic Day parade
as the sign language
interpreter. She, along
with other people in
her foundation called,
Atulyakala, are tirelessly working towards the
empowerment of the
deaf community. She
presented the morning
news bulletin for the
hearing impaired.
Also, an advocate of
Indian Sign Language.
Nagpal was included
in the BBC’s 100
Women series in 2015
and further added in
the “30 Under 30”
entrepreneur list. Like
Hyderabad-based Deaf
EnAbled Foundation
(DEF), Atulyakala too
works for generating
employment opportunities for the deaf
community in
Delhi. They also
opened the
Hearken Cafe at
Shahpur Jat, where
only deaf people
are employed.
While it was
tough back in the
90s in India to

push the envelope.
Today things are relatively better. Recently,
Delhi-based Priyanjali
Gupta, a VIT thirdyear Computer Science
student, built an AI
model that turns sign
language into English
in real-time. In no
time, the initiative
went viral on
LinkedIn. As of now,
her model can translate 6 ASL signs to
English such as
“Hello”, “Thank you”,
“Please”, “I love you”,
“Yes”, and “No”.
In essence, such
concrete steps are
bound to change for
the better the lives of
the deaf, while motivating others to complement existing initiatives.
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‘Earlier I was

extremely insecure,

TODAY I OWN IT’

nowledgeable, witty and
focussed, Lakshmi
Manchu balances the
claims of a huge legacy.
The only daughter of
actor Mohan Babu, and Vidya
Devi, and the sister of Vishnu
Manchu and Manoj Manchu,
Lakshmi has her own distinct
ambition — to bring a creative new
approach to acting.
She’s now going to foray into the
Malayalam cinema.
In an exclusive conversation with
one of the highest ranking actresses
of the league, she tells us, “No matter what the language of the cinema is, it should continue to set cash
registers jingling across us. We
have the most substantial filmmakers in the Malayalam industry, as
per my knowledge. Many films
aren’t able to survive the first weekend collection only, but for me, the
way those filmmakers visualise
their scripts is beyond imagination.
Apart from this, I have known to
met every superstar in the country,
but Mohanlal sir’s humility and the
joy towards life is unmatched. I
really want to be like him when I
am in those years of my life!”
Calm down, calm down, because
there are reports of the Chennaiborn actress to be on sets with her
dad for the first time ever, interesting!
She reveals, “I am producing the
film, truly the first time ever, we’ll
be working as professionals on a
set. The dynamics are immensely
absorbing to see. From the beginning itself, I dive deep into being a
producer! I was handling it all —
be it locations, costumes, dialogues
and much more. But, I was very
windless on the sets because I was
acting too! To avoid stressful
moments, I was doing Ashtanga
yoga everyday.”
Having started her career at the
age of 4, Lakshmi has been in 20
feature films in India and a few
minor television projects in the U.S
too. She co-owns Sree Lakshmi
Prasanna Pictures, along with her
family members, a production
company that has produced 56 feature films to date. And now, being
a stalwart herself, she had some
comments to give to us on the
trending cancel-culture that’s been
going on around.

K

She says, “Everyone has a voice
but it has got many celebrities worried. Earlier the perspectives were
only restricted to a household, nevertheless the social media has barraged into the whole country now.
Movies are getting banned,
celebrities are being boycotted and trolls are
having a field
day spreading

Because I am an
inquisitive
mother, my
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Lakshmi Manchu
b hm
knows the importance of
c
travelling and exploring new
mu
places. However, out of all this
Hyderabad will always remain
her happy abode.
She continues, “I love being a
Hyderabadi now, having the best of
the city in one state. Weather, culture, cuisine. It really is a cultural
melting pot of North and South
India. The influence of Islamic culture may be seen in Hyderabad’s
architecture, lifestyle, and language.
The old city is more representative
of this, but the modern city symbolises a more global culture like
the Jubilee Hills.”
Now, in an exciting piece of
news, Lakshmi Manchu has also
made the industry proud, as her
name has been nominated in the
100 Most Beautiful Faces List by
TC Candler. Although, she stands
for a very unalloyed definition of
beauty, which brought a smile to
our face, “Beauty is in the eyes of
the beholder. I never felt I am a
glamorous woman in that sense but
I feel beautiful inside-out. While
growing up, I was extremely insecure of myself, today I own it! I
was not a fitness freak until my
daughter was born. Very early on
in pregnancy I learnt that kids
don’t learn from us — they imitate!

daughter
imbibed that
too. She’s
performing yoga
in her
fun
zone
area in
school and she
wrote down mantras to
recite. I never give her the vibe of
‘know it all’, I am also open to
learning. Most importantly, I
never want to think of a ‘legacy’ because it’s my father’s. My
brothers have a bigger stretch
than me (she laughs heartily).”
So this the expert actress
who doesn’t lean in when
she has got nothing to lean
in about, celebrates self-belief
and leads through inspiration!
Her quality of putting people
ahead of herself makes us
admire her truly.

I LOVE BEING A
HYDERABADI NOW,
HAVING THE BEST OF
THE CITY IN ONE
STATE. WEATHER,
CULTURE, CUISINE. IT
REALLY IS A CULTURAL
MELTING POT OF
NORTH AND SOUTH
INDIA. THE INFLUENCE
OF ISLAMIC CULTURE
MAY BE SEEN IN
HYDERABAD’S
ARCHITECTURE,
LIFESTYLE, AND
LANGUAGE. THE OLD
CITY IS MORE
REPRESENTATIVE OF
THIS, BUT THE
MODERN CITY
SYMBOLIZES A MORE
GLOBAL CULTURE LIKE
THE JUBILEE HILLS.
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Azoospermia,
a cause of concern
for males
zoospermia is a medical
condition, when the
sperm is absent in the
ejaculate or semen after
an orgasm. It is one of
the common conditions, but is a
severe form of male infertility. It
affects about 1 in 100 males in the
general segment of the population, and up to 1 in 10 of males
that are dealing with fertility
issues.
To understand the sperm trajectory for the condition of
azoospermia, The Pioneer connects with Dr. Vinod Kumar, consultant, reproductive medicine at
Milann Fertility & Birthing
Hospital, who shares, “To understand azoospermia, we first need
to understand the trajectory of the
sperm. Sperm cells initiate their
journey in the testicles. These cells
develop inside a system of tiny
tubes also known as seminiferous
tubules. Sperm cells are tiny
round cells and eventually develop
into a tadpole-like shape with a
head and a tail. When coming in
contact with reproductive hormones such as testosterone, FSH,
LH, etc.; they eventually mature
and develop into sperm cells.
These hormones are regulated
both by the pituitary gland as well
as the testicles.”
According to the doctor, once
the cells mature, they move into
the epididymis, which is a long,
coiled tubal area. Here, they continue to mature for several more
weeks.
From this, sperms then move
onto the vas deferens. After this,
sperm then moves to the seminal
vesicle, also known as the seminal
gland. The majority of the fluid
that creates semen is produced in
this gland. This fluid provides
nutrition to the sperm cells. From
this, they move onto the next stop,
that is the prostate gland, where
prostrate fluids are further added
to the overall semen liquid. This is
the last stop the sperm cells make
before moving into the urethra
during ejaculation.
Wondering the possible causing
factors for this condition? Let’s
hear it from the doctor,
“Azoospermia can be caused due
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to two reasons; any irregularity in
the reproductive cycle or a blockage. While talking about the
former, azoospermia can be
classified into three categories; pre-testicular,
testicular, and posttesticular. Pre-testicular azoospermia is
caused due to hormonal problems
associated with the
pituitary gland.
This condition is
also called secondary testicular
failure. In this situation, the endocrine
glands in the brain do
not produce the right
balance of chemicals
required for healthy sperm
development. Testicular
azoospermia happens when the
issue lies with the testes leading to
testicular failure. In this case, they
might not be producing testosterone, or may not be responding
properly to hormones released by
other endocrine glands. There is
another possible scenario when
there might be irregularities with
the cellular development of the
sperm cells. Post-testicular
azoospermia is when there is a
blockage or ejaculation dysfunction. There could be retrograde
ejaculation when semen and
sperm instead of going out the
urethra fall back into the bladder
during ejaculation or there could
be a blockage of vas deferens.”
Obstructive azoospermia is
when the sperm can’t be present

Azoospermia
(a-zoo-SPER-mee-ah) is
a major cause of male infertility,
the absence of
in the
when a man’s ejaculate (semen) has sperm
semen. There
are various
no measurable sperm. And, to
symptoms
that indiunderstand more on azoospermia, The
cate the
risk of this
Pioneer’s K. RAMYA SREE, connects with medical
condition.
Dr. Vinod Kumar, consultant, reproductive This
includes dry
medicine at Milann Fertility & Birthing
orgasm with
less quantity
Hospital, who explains to us in detail
of semen, pain
while urination,
about it, and also the diagnosis
pain in the pelvis,
and treatment.
swelling in the testiinto the
semen or even be ejaculated, due
to blockage or if there are issues
with ejaculation.
Non-obstructive azoospermia is
caused due to hormonal issues or
when there is an issue with sperm
development.This could be due to
genetic or chromosomal abnormality, damage to the testes from
radiation or chemotherapy, hormonal imbalances, or side effects
of certain medications.

SYMPTOMS OF
AZOOSPERMIA AS THE
DOC MENTIONS:
In simple terms, azoospermia is

cles, or difficulty during
erection or ejaculation.
Other symptoms include low
sex drive and enlarged breasts.
However, there are also cases
when males might not show these
symptoms but still suffer from
azoospermia.

DIAGNOSIS AND
TREATMENT:
The only possible way to diagnose if the sperm count is low or
zero is semen analysis. If the first
semen analysis test has zero
sperm count, then your doctor
will repeat the test a few months
later. Azoospermia is detected
when both the separate semen
tests turn out to be with zero
sperm. Further tests can be conducted that include taking a
detailed medical history of the
patient, physical examination of
the testicles, blood testing, karyotype testing, transrectal ultrasound, and testicular biopsy. Once
the condition is diagnosed, the
next step is to identify the factor
causing the condition.
The treatment depends on the
causal factor along with the fertility potential of the female partner.
A complete evaluation of the
female partner is also required for
choosing the right treatment path
for the couple. The specific kind
and the cause of azoospermia will

also determine the line of treatment of the condition.
In the case of obstructive
azoospermia, the same can be
treated with microsurgical treatment. In certain scenarios, the
condition can be treated with
medication. Hormone treatment
can be used to promote sperm cell
development. Either the sperm
cells will get back into the semen
or hormones will allow sperm
development so that healthy cells
can be extracted from testicles via
testicular biopsy.
It is often heard that males with
azoospermia cannot have children
genetically, however, Dr. Vinod
rubbishes the myth and informs
us, “The fact of the matter is that
their fertility can be impacted and
there might be challenges at certain levels while conceiving.
However, the medical industry
has advanced and today, with the
assistance of Assisted
Reproductive Technologies and
surgical methods, having children
of their own is possible. In situations, when these techniques don’t
work, then, there is always an
alternative of opting for a sperm
donor, embryo donor, or adoption
that can help males dealing with
azoospermia experience the joy of
parenthood.”
Summing up, azoospermia is a
condition when there is no sperm
in the ejaculate. It is one of the
rare conditions but one of the
severe ones in males that can
impact their fertility at certain levels. However, with advanced fertility techniques, planning a baby is
possible. The condition is diagnosed only when two repeat
semen analysis tests show zero
sperm. It is a curable condition
and the treatment for the medical
issue is however dependent on the
causing factor as well as the fertility of the female partner. Of
course, one needs to seek medical
assistance from professionals and
fertility experts to cure it well and
plan the pregnancy accordingly.
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The fashion scandal: What
you need to check out!
or quite some time now,
what we get to see is that
consumers have been
inclined toward several
international brands. And,
now after liberalisation, the economy has opened up to the international market, and imported goods
have gradually gained traction,
among our buyers.
This has led to a repercussion,
which is, now the market has been
flooded with goods from the international market.
For instance, Balenciaga, a luxury
fashion house, is known for pushing its boundaries, and creating
some outrageous designs and accessories, leaving people scratching
their heads. Recently, the fashion
label went viral for launching its
trash pouch, inspired by a garbage
bag, and now the company has
unveiled earrings that were made of
shoe laces.
Let’s hear from our Indian
designers on this. Prianka Jhaveri,
co-founder of The Mend
Packaging, a sustainable company,
says, “Is one man’s trash another
man’s treasure? Balenciaga’s creative
director Demna Gvasalia seems to
think so! What’s the purpose of
releasing this bag? Is it satire? Or is
it a missed opportunity to comment
on the incredible amount of waste
generated by the fashion industry
every year?”
The label can make a diaper for
adults for a rack and people would
still cop, stated a netizen. Some
time ago, the fashion brand also
launched a limited collection of
overly distressed sneakers, named
‘Paris Sneaker. The shabby-looking
shoes were made with fullydestroyed cotton, and rubber, being
ripped in many places.
“It is estimated that the fashion
industry creates 92 million tons of
textile waste annually. Every second, the equivalent of a truckload
of clothes is burnt or buried in a
landfill. If this wasn’t enough, it is
projected that textile waste is set to
increase by about 60% between
2015 and 2030. A casual stroll
through reels solidifies this statistic.
Every other video seems to be of an
influencer doing a massive clothing
haul from companies, such as Zara,
or brands at the forefront of fast
fashion. It seems that overconsumption is the name of the game
these days. With the fashion industry contributing close to 10% of
greenhouse gas emissions, why
aren’t major brands taking a stand

F

and doing right by the environment?” asks the co-founder.
The jewelry, which is made of
recycled polyester and cotton with
antique silver brass, has been facing
much flak online. Internet users
were also stunned to realise that the
earrings cost $261 or approximately
Rs 20,847, as per a post.
“While the trash pouch didn’t
seem to have any relevance other
than to mess with fashion critics
and confuse the consumer, it seems
to have been a missed opportunity
to educate on the incredible
amounts of waste created by the
industry. Creating this item out of
recycled post-consumer waste, or
trash would have likely started a
conversation about fashion’s environmental impact and got the consumer to rethink their consumption
habits.”
The number of garments produced annually has doubled since
2000, but only a fraction gets recycled. 87% of the total fiber input
that is used in apparel, is ultimately
incinerated or sent to a landfill.
Meanwhile, around 20% of wastewater worldwide comes from fabric
dyeing and treatment.
With the fashion industry being
one of the leading polluters on this
planet, something needs to be
changed. She continued, “Brands
making sustainable changes isn’t
just good for the environment, it’s
good for their business as well. Let’s
break down some numbers. 52% of
consumers surveyed in America
believe sustainability is important.
While, 47% want to make more
sustainable clothing choices, and
35% are willing to pay significantly
more for sustainable fashion.
Sustainable fashion is a growing
industry, currently worth over 6.35
billion dollars (USD). In the U.K.,
second-hand clothing sales grew
27.1% in 2021 when compared to
2020, with 75% of Gen Z respon-

dents stating they bought secondhand to reduce consumption. The
interest in sustainable fashion has
seen a steep interest in the last few
years, and brands adopting greener
choices are being rewarded with
customer loyalty and increased
sales.”
Why be a target of trolls? “While
the labels trash pouch stunt didn’t
seem to have any significant commentary on the fashion industry’s
waste, the brand has made noteworthy sustainable choices in their
collections. For the SS21 collection,
Gvasalia focused on the environmental impact of his garments, with
93.5% of the materials used being
certified sustainable or upcycled.
This year, the brand also debuted its
first mushroom leather jacket, an
innovative approach to using
mycelium-based leather instead of
traditional calf leather. Additionally,
the label has set a science-based target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, generated from its operations
and supply chain and is on track to
meet its target. While the label is
making important moves on the
green front, it seems that brands are
slow to follow as fast fashion is still
a growing part of the industry.
Gvasalia said that I couldn’t miss an
opportunity to make the most
expensive trash bag in the world,
because who doesn’t love a fashion
scandal? But is the real scandal of
the fashion industry, the slow adoption of sustainability?”
This was just not it. Fashion
house Gucci was selling a dress
closely resembling the Indian kurta
for an exorbitant Rs 2.5 lakh, and
Twitter had a lot to say about it.
With this, kurta joined Indian
mainstays such as turmeric latte,
desi khatiya, and pranayam, which
have been appropriated by the
West.
Pyu Mishra, a celebrity stylist
stated, “When we had the trash bag,

Over the past few
years, we have seen a
rapid growth of fast
fashion labels or
international brands
in the market. But
now, it looks like
these labels have
their own way of
building their brand
and taking over the
Indian labels. To
understand this, The
Pioneer’s SHIKHA
DUGGAL, connects
with a few Indian
designers, who
reveals some
unexpected
happenings in the
fashion industry.

a lot of us didn't know where it had
come from. We still didn't get it,
what was the idea of the release? It
definitely will come across as insensitive fashion now, because Indian
society may not understand the
whys and hows of it. But, the brand
wanted to create a buzz and they
did, such activities are a brandbuilding treasure. Commoners don't
know this inventory was already
showcased on a runway fashion
week. Earlier, it wasn't meant to be
sold and it was in the wake of the
Ukrainian invasion. It was a display
of empathy that we usually don't
notice at such ramp walks. Whoever
knows the creative director of
Balenciaga knows of it that something triggered in him when the war
was going on, taking him to his
past. He’s been carrying this trauma
since 1993. All in all, when luxury
brands release outrageous items at a
bank-breaking price, they are simply just seeking attention. If we go
by what research studies prove,
there is an increased spike in sales
and visibility. But if they continue
their pattern, they may face doom

too.”
Similarly, Gucci’s 2018 Fall collection went under fire for showcasing a turban as a fashion accessory.
Gucci is not the only brand that
comes under scrutiny when cultural
appropriation by big brands is concerned. Designer Gautam Gupta
abides by saying, “Our consumers
are very sensitive, so many of us
swear by our culture. It’s our gospel
truth. These brands were in a way
trying to hurt our sentiments, by
mocking us which is unfair. For me,
it’s reverse psychology. The brand
should get departed or roasted. We
are very careful, we are more
focused on our creativity than on
creating controversy. Given the
ongoing trend, the piece of clothing
that's rotting in your wardrobe is
being offered by a premium brand
at ridiculously high prices, and it
may come true any day (he
laughs).”
Desis aren’t impressed with this
foreign invasion and are dissing the
garments for copying our Indian
product, which has been out in the
market for decades now.

BJP reminds me of schools days

Once a Ranji player, Nizamabad MP
Dharmapuri Arvind is now batting for BJP.
In a free-wheeling interview with The
Pioneer's NAVEENA GHANATE, Arvind
shares details of his pactswith politician
father — a Congressman D Srinivas, being
opening batsmen and scoring half century
on debut in Ranji trophy, taking on Chief
Minister KChandrasekhar Rao's daughters,
and his love for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He went down the memory lane to let
us in on his childhood, children and more.

STONE-PELTING WAS UNFORTUNATE

P

uring 2019, end of

D

winter session may
be, the Social
Welfare Ministry’s performance involving handicapped kids and grown-ups,
singing and dancing, and different kinds of arts
was at display. After the performance, the Prime
Minister, President, Vice President went onto stage.
Modi had to stay more for selfies. I was walking
back when Modi with SPG was approaching. Then I
halted, suddenly he looked at me — said “Arvind
idharaao”. He put his hand around my shoulder,
and we took a few steps. He asked me about
the show, and I said, I was moved by the
show. I don’t know why he said: “This
is for you”. May be, he remembered my foundation, which I
run for kids. I don’t know
why he said that. I was on cloud
nine. When I sat in my car, getting out of the trans, I thought,
I think it is good time to

I was a somewhat studious kid. My childhood was normal, driven largely by my choices. I got beatings plenty of times from mom D
Vijayalakshmi and dad D Srinivas for troubling
them at home and getting low marks. I got my
first bicycle after 7th standard. It was due to a
pact between my father and me that if I
attained more than 70% marks, he would buy
me one. In 8th&9th classes too we had small
pacts, which I won. Again in 10th class, he
raised the bar to 80% and I attained it; so, he
had to get me a bike. My first bike was a
Kawasaki. I took MPC then. Due to my interest in cricket, I took up Arts and because of
my involvement in sports, I could not pursue
engineering. There were many fights with my
brother Sanjay, but we largely stayed apart.
When I was in 4th standard, he left to stay in
hostel and then after his education, he moved
out for his business. I was studying well, so I
wasn’t put in a hostel.

RANJI PLAYER
I got involved in sports during my
Intermediate and in the second year I played
for U19, U21;and during graduation 1st year
for the Ranji trophy. Because of my interest in
sports, I was away from alcohol, girlfriends,
smoking, outside food. It was a kind of a professional sportsman’s routine. In 9th and 10th
classes, I represented my school. After 10th
class, I got into professional cricket training.
By 12th standard, I started playing for the state
in Under-19 and it went upto Ranji trophy in
about 2-3years. I love cricket. I enjoyed everybit of those 4-5years. When I represented
Hyderabad, the day I made debut, we were eligible to wear colours of Hyderabad. In my
debut in Ranji trophy, I scored half century.
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My father took pride in my
cricket. The best part about him
was that he never placed restrictions on us; he allowed us to do
what we wanted. Before making my
debut, I was extra in Ranji trophy for a few
matches.

GAVE UP CRICKET AFTER
LIGAMENT TEAR
After I made my debut and before my second match, I had a ligament tear during fielding. It was in January 1996. I tried playing
thereafter but couldn't as the injury took a lot
of time to heal. I lost the remaining part of
that season and the whole of the subsequent
season. Then due to lack of motivation, I
couldn't continue. Real cricket is test cricket.
One-day match I like, but T-20 is not actually
what cricket is for me. T-20 is more like gambling with a lot of luck. I was opening batsmen, but a part-time bowler. However, I
never bowled at the professional level. In
1997, I got into the construction field, went
to Latur in Maharashtra for earthquake
rehabilitation projects. I got into realestate
construction, as there was boom and my father
had advised me that it was a good line. I started my own company.

FATHER IS MY GURU
In 2011, I tried to shift to politics, but had to
keep away from it due to my father and some
domestic issues. In 2017 I took a plunge. PM
Narendra Modi was the only reason that I
wanted to join politics. I followed him even
when he was CM. On 14August evening, after
putting out ads in papers about joining BJP, I
informed my father. He was upset. Today my
father is more comfortable. He is my only

Do you read books? No, I
hatever part of discipline I had missed in my school days,
enjoyed writing in schooling.
BJP tries to remind me as there is a lot of discipline, difHow often do you watch
ferent type of disciplined culture. We are more into
movies? Frequently, with my kids
service programmes, compared to other parties. Now with curon OTT. Only movies which are
rent leadership, it is shrewd politics also. It is a package. We
established as hits.
are relishing. Between Congress culture and BJP culture,
Songs: I am very fond of music, espethere is a lot of difference. Under Congress, we saw some
cially Kishore Kumar, largely duets and
shrewd leadership, cut-throat politics. Under BJP, there is
Hindi.
strong service orientation, strong political will, and
Favourite actor: Amitabh Bachchan,
intent to conquer. His (Modi's) programmes -- the way
but Kamal Hassan is the greatest actor.
they penetrate people - there is aggression. I think
Favourite actress: I don’t stick to one, there
that is what we don't miss now. With Modiji, I
were days I admired Sridevi, Madhuri. Now
would say it is a pleasant surprise; he is more of a
threshold of performance has fallen. More glamfriend. When we talk to him, mentally we are
our and less acting. Last Fav was Kajol.
very free - he creates such an atmosphere. His
Favourite colour: I love sky blue — clear skies, a
concentration levels are beyond normal.
little bit of white clouds — that blue.
Favourite food: Biryani - I enjoy all cuisines,
Mediterranean, Thai , Japanese - I am a foodie
Favourite holiday destination: Europe, we didn’t have
opportunity to travel to Kashmir; so planning to explore
Kashmir and the North-East
Favourite sportsperson: Kapil Dev, who is good friend
elting stones on convoys is unfortunate. During my father’s politinow. I used to admire Dravid a lot.
cal days, this wasn't the scenario. Those days too there were
strong opponents, but both the sides respected other party leaders also. Telangana Rashtra Samiti has stooped to a very low level
in the political system. I have increased my security and
keep working. My family was a little worried, but they
are getting used to it; it is a part and parcel of life. In
my early schooling life, when my father was
Minister, there was a lot of naxalite movement. We also used to get scared when he
used to travel.This tension is part of
every political family. I got more
aggressive after and bounced back
harder. I want to say to the TRS’
not so smart cadre: ‘If you allow
me to move around, I will interact with 100s, but if u make
me sit at home, I will interact
with lakhs’. It is a blessing in
disguise as it is foolishness
on their part. Today I use
technology and data — the
most among politicians.

W
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retire also. God was so kind with me. My bad luck was that
there was no photographer to click that moment. I lived
that moment. His memory is so strong; he never forgot my
name and always called me Arvind.

guru and guide in politics, though our parties
are different. The atmosphere at home is normal. After 2019, he understood that what I
had done was correct; he understood
Modi’s leadership. My life took a U-turn
after 2017. From being a corporate guy
with a lot of time for family and friends,
it is now a complete contrast.
Contesting against the Chief Minister’s
daughter was not a big deal. I have
seen so many CMs as a kid and CM is
not a big position for me. For me,
meeting them, hosting them or going
to their residences or travelling with
them was never a big deal. So, KCR or
his position wasn't a big deal and even
now it is not. I find him very a weak CM
and politician. He was street-smart person
who could catch hold of a sentiment at the
right time, being a good orator. But today we
only see him as a person who is still fighting,
and I don’t see him as a good administrator
and that is something fortunately even 3cr
Telanganites also see now.

SON'S SUFFERING MADE ME
STRONG
My wife Priyanka
is my strength.
Because of her my
home is at peace. If I
am going around
without any domestic burden of family,
kids, thoughts or
responsibilities and
free mind, it is
because of my wife. I
am an easygoing
father and if required I would talk little louder

he is good with sports
especially with his hand
eye co-ordination with
cricket. I was surprised the
way he handled golf club and
never missed hitting a ball. I feel
he has got skill from me. My stressbuster is my friend circles. About half a
dozen of them are my benchmates since
LKG.

THOUGHT WILL CONVINCE
GOVT ON TURMERIC BOARD

and
that too
seldom. I
leave it to my wife
to take care of them. The younger one
Rudraksh is doing PP2. My elder son Samanyu
is in 8th standard and then he has his tuition
classes. They are learning French and different
languages. I am no longer an emotional guy.
Maybe, I was. But after watching my son in
hospital for 20days and what he went through,
for me feelings have almost died. He had a
viral myocardial attack. Viral infection on his
heart and it stopped pumping. He was on
ECMO for seven days and he was on CPR for
more than an hour. Luckily ECMO was in
Hyderabad for marketing purpose in 2012
December. I started Arvind Dharmapuri
Foundation in 2012. The foundation is set so
well, like autopilot, that I need not interfere.
My wife visits the patients if I am not in
Hyderabad. May be my younger son will take
over my sports legacy. He is just 5years old, but
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When I signed the agreement, I thought I
will convince the Government of India and get
it, but the crop is small. Across India, it is
sowed in 3-4lakh acres and for the board 12IAS officers have to be allocated and to coordinate with all ministries, this board will be
too small. For me, solving the problem is
important and it depends on performance.
Spices Board was not performing. Turmeric
crop is very small crop. These things we learnt
after winning the elections. The same Spices
Board has now started working, bringing Rs
30crore budget for 3years, which is only for
turmeric. We can see the impact on ground. A
few things we achieved, major things we can if
the state government co-operates. But they
don't co-operate; so, tomorrow, one of major
factors is a double engine government will create large impact for turmeric farmers. I am not
a worried person; major problem was solved in
the first 6-8months. Farmers know that I
worked for them, and the Spices Board's performance has improved.

FAKE CERTIFICATE ROW
Some guy from TRS got a letter from university that Dharmpuri Arvind, son of

Dharmapuri
Srinivas,is
not enrolled
Weird habit: If I find time, I love to sleep.
here. Then it
Fitness regime: I go to gym - 50min of cardio and 30-40min of
was released
weights. I don’t miss workouts. If I am in Hyderabad, I never
— two
miss workouts.
months after it
3 words to describe you: Consistency, sports teaches you
was sent to him
a lot; when you fall, you bounce back; never get scared of
when universiyour opponents, which only sporting spirit can teach you.
ties were shutFavourite politicians: Modi and Rajashekar Reddy. My
down. I don't
father is shrewd.
know why he did
Best advice: From my father, ‘politics is
like that, but I had
patience, you need to wait’.
to wait till
Favourite quotation: Strengthening Modi is
Universities were
serving my nation.
reopened. When it
Religious beliefs: I pray daily, need not go to
reopened, I wrote a letter
temple or puja room. Recite a few sholkas.
that this letter was written.
National politics or local: Now I am
I luckily had my hall ticket
46. If I am retiring after 20-25years, I will
also which I sent. They
have role to play here: Parliament,
replied to the same TRS fellow,
Assembly. Whatever party decides, we
that we withdraw whatever we
do. My biggest ambition is to strengthsent that “you have asked for
en BJP, more and more.
Dharmapuri Arvind, but he is
Saddest day: I had to quit
enrolled as Arvind D”.
cricket. That was one of the sadIn all my certificates, I am enrolled
dest days. Couple of days
as Arvind D, son of D Srinivas, which
when Rajashekar Reddy
computer cannot grasp. I have done MA in
died. When my elder son
Political Science and passed with marks. The
fell sick.
letter has been released. They can’t get anything.
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Tech skills that can
make youth future-ready
echnological evolution is
not a new phenomenon.
It's been happening for
years. Whenever a new
technology enters the
market, people vie to own it. In
a business environment, the
stakeholders would want to use
it to enhance productivity,
streamline operations and boost
profitability.
The pace of technological
adoption has quickened in
recent years. Even the pandemic
had a role to play in this trend.
Any digital transformation initiative demands an investment
in new-age technology and talent.
Below are a few core technologies that today's youth can
consider as a career. Although
it's just the tip of the iceberg, it's
a guide for those who aspire to
explore new possibilities.

T

Cloud computing
Now that more companies
have opted to operate remotely,
fully or partially, the demand for
on-prem computing is likely to
wane in the long haul. That's
because of the complexity and
cost involved in managing the
server, storage and networking
infrastructure in-house.
What this means to employees is that they would be expected to acquire the skills needed
to work on the cloud. Also, the
demand for cloud computing
experts will skyrocket. In fact, it
will create innumerable jobs to
develop and manage a plethora
of cloud-native applications.
Artificial intelligence &
machine learning (AI &
ML)
Humans wield the intelligence
to learn fast, analyse disparate
data and solve complex problems. But manual processes have
limitations in terms of speed
and accuracy. Machines certainly have an edge, although

humans are the ones who build
them!
AI-based systems are like
superhumans that perform tasks
at breakneck speed. Like
humans, they too can use logic
and mathematics to arrive at the
right solutions. ML makes these
systems smarter by enabling
them to learn continuously from
past experiences. Anyone with
these skill sets will be sought
after by many big organisations
already using these technologies.
Data Science
The task of processing simple
datasets can be executed with
basic data analytics. What if the
data is massive and disparate,
structured and unstructured?
Data science is the solution.
Used either for business decision-making or product innovation, data science requires people with unique capabilities.
Anyone who aspires to be a data
scientist has to be passionate
about technology, mathematics
and business strategy. When
trained, these individuals can
solve business or technology
problems with the insights garnered. The demand for these
professions is soaring, and companies are willing to pay them
handsomely.
Robotic process automation (RPA)
Several processes, across functions, are time-consuming and
error-prone. Companies are
scrambling to digitise their documents and automate repetitive
tasks. They know that it can save
them a lot! Even their staff can
focus more on strategic tasks
that add more value to a business.
RPA is the field of study that
trains people to build robots
that can efficiently perform
multiple repetitive tasks more
swiftly and accurately. As more
companies realise the benefits of

deploying them, more people
will be required to create and
manage them. Therefore, the
future of RPA looks really
bright.
Cybersecurity
The escalation in the number
of data breaches indicates an
increase in the number of cybercriminals. The facilities of
remote work and BYOD can
make organisations even more
vulnerable to these attacks.
What's the solution?
Organisations are willing to
invest more to protect their IT
infrastructure and intellectual
property.
Therefore, the need for cybersecurity professionals will also
witness a massive increase in the
near future. More companies
will recruit people who can
quickly analyse, detect and manage these incidents. Of course,
prevention will be everybody's
priority!
(The
creens
writer, Sayeed Anjum,
suris the co-founder
round
& CTO of
kids. Children can
greytHR
find multiple TVs,
Software)
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computers, tablets, and
phones in many homes.
Some young children have
their own tablets and phone.
Studies show that the average 8to 10-year-old spends almost 8
hours a day with media, and older
children and teens spend around 11
hours. Teens spend more time on
technology than in school.
Children and teens don't limit
media use either. Some teens say
they send thousands of texts a
month, stay up until 2 AM on social
media, and play video games for
hours a day. More apps and options
to distract kids have made this
worse.
Inattention: Technology affects
teachers, parents, and students'
attention spans. Tech makes waiting
harder for kids. The technology
eliminates waiting. They can watch
TV instantly, so they're never bored.
Instant responses and gratification
are shortening children's and teens'
attention spans.
Risk and privacy issues:

Depression-related: Teens and
children who use media more often
report more mental health issues.
Media use is linked to depression.
This has increased suicide rates and
led to more youth needing medicine
and counselling. Social media and

The screen
time dilemma
among kids
technology use can increase
depression, say experts.
Grades falling: Many students'
grades drop when they use technology more. Increasing technology
use means less time on homework,
and developmental changes can
make students struggle with reading
and writing.
Bullying: Bullying increases with
technology. Children and teens are
bullying others using technology
and social media. Cyberbullying is
gaining popularity among younger
students.
Interpersonal problems: Younger
children have trouble with face-toface social interactions due to technology. Many prefer texting or social
media to in-person conversations.
Children may spend more time texting or on their phones than together when they're together.
While there are many negative
consequences to using technology,
there are also many positive consequences.
They're learning: Educational
technology can help kids learn.
From TV to smartphone apps, children can be exposed to various
things that can help them learn and
grow.
Educational aid: Many teachers
use technology to teach kids.
Technology helps teachers reach
various learners, reinforce and
develop concepts, and encourage
pupils. As more teachers embrace
technology, new learning may occur
in classrooms and more kids can be
reached.
Multitasking improved: Using
technology helps kids multitask,
according to studies. Multitasking
never lets you fully focus on one
topic, but kids can learn how to listen and type to take notes.

Visual-spatial growth: Using
video games to train kids helps
improve their spatial development.
Video games can improve visualspatial skills. Map reading, puzzles,
and more require spatial vision.
Better decision-making and
problem-solving: Technology confronts youngsters with issues and
helps them solve them. Tablets and
smartphones can help kids practice
for future success. Students can
benefit much from sensible technology use.
Parents and adults can assist children in reaping the benefits of technology while minimizing its negative effects. Parents can begin by
prohibiting children under the age
of two from using screens. They
can also play alongside children to
include face-to-face interactions
with technology while ensuring that
technology does not interfere with
opportunities to play. Parents
should also work to establish appropriate boundaries, such as time limits, and to model appropriate smartphone use. Cybersecurity software
and systems can assist in keeping
children safe while using technology.
Quality apps that promote the
vocabulary, math, literacy, and science can be found by parents and
teachers. Adults can assist in ensuring that children learn about computer science and IT as part of technology use, providing them with
opportunities for a bright tech
future.

(The writer, Pankaj Kumar
Singh, is the MD of
Cambridge Montessori
Preschool and Daycare
private limited)
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Brew-ti-ful cocktails
TSB COLD FASHIONED

CAFE ROJO FRIO

WHAT YOU NEED:

WHAT YOU NEED:

•Simple brew coffee concentrate: 30 ml
•Bourbon: 60 ml
•Ginger syrup (optional): 15
ml
•Spiced or orange bitters
•Orange peel
•Ginger garnish
•Ice

•Simple brew coffee concentrate: 30 ml
•Añejo tequila: 30 ml
•Sweet vermouth: 30 ml
•Campari: 30 ml
•Dash of orange bitters
•Orange peel
•Ice

HOW TO MAKE:

HOW TO MAKE:

•Fill an old-fashioned glass with ice.
•Combine all ingredients in the glass.
•Stir to incorporate all ingredients.
•Garnish with an orange peel, Enjoy!
•73, Second Floor, Gopal Mansion B,

•Fill a rocks glass with ice.
•Add bourbon, TSB Coffee
Concentrate and ginger syrup.
•Stir lightly.
•Add 3 dashes of bitters.
•Garnish with orange peel.
•Enjoy!

Gurunanak

COLD BREW MARTINI
WHAT YOU NEED:

•30 ml Simple Brew Coffee
Concentrate
•60 ml vodka
•15 ml coffee liqueur
•Simple syrup (optional)
•Coffee beans
•Ice

Note: We
recommend using
Double Brew for these
recipes. It can also be prepared using the Single Brew
depending on your preference.

HOW TO MAKE:

•Add all ingredients in a shaker.
•Shake until chilled.
•Strain into a chilled martini glass.
•Garnish with 3 coffee beans, Enjoy!

Only for
people aged
21 years and
above

TELUGU FOOD BLOGGERS
TAKING OVER THE INTERNET

Indira Ireni
(Instagram: hyderabadiruchulu_official;
Followers: 162K)
The
goal of
Hyderabadi
Ruchulu is to
shed some
light on
Hyderabadi recipes for those who
always want to find out what makes
Hyderabadifoodd so unique. This
food blogger gives outsome lipsmackingg recipes. With over 160K
followers, the blogger is climbing the
ladder only upwards.

Aamir Ahmed
(Instagram: aamir_foodietraveler; Followers: 109K)
A foodie
by birth and
an avid traveller,
Hyderabadbased Aamir
shares culinary stories of fine dining, casual,
street food and beyond, based on his
life experiences in the true spirit of
Hyderabad, brought to you in
Hyderabadi Hindi, English and now
in Telugu.

Following the advent of digital
technology, we have all undoubtedly been guilty of mindlessly
scrolling through and watching
culinary videos on Instagram.
There have been times when we
blindly trusted certain bloggers
and visited the places they recommended. The food blogging scenario is only growing in Teluguspeaking areas, with a number of
food outlets mushrooming here
and so are the food bloggers. We
bring to you five food bloggers
who are gaining immense popularity online for the kind of reliable
work they are doing. What are you
waiting for? Dive into this story
and go follow them for some interesting culinary experiences, writes

K. RAMYA SREE
Durgam Ruthwik
(Instagram: nom.nom.foodie;
Followers: 105K)
As soon as one
listens to the line
‘Hello
Bhojanapriyullara’,
nom nom foodie is
the guy one can

only think of. In these short and crisp
videos, Ruthwik takes a stroll through
all the possible new launches and
gives his viewers what they need. A
no-nonsense food blogger whom one
can blindly follow for trustworthy
reviews of restaurants and food outlets.
Abhishek
(Instagram: Kiraakfoodies;
Followers: 95.6K)
His videos are
just Kiraak, just
like his username. From basic
street food to
some fine dining
experiences,
that's what you
can expect from
his vlogs.
Nizami foodies
(Instagram:
thindham_thirugudham;
Followers: 115K)
The Instagram handle says it all.
He has some interesting content for
all those who love flavourful food,
especially biryani. If you have a
sweet tooth, this account is a
one-stop junction for all things
yummylicious.
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Motorola’s new launch
flaunts 200MP camera
M
otorola launched
two new edge
devices in India: the
motorola edge 30 ultra and
motorola edge 30 fusion.
These smartphones combine
the latest in technology, with
outstanding design and experiences that will more than
delight our human senses.
The motorola edge 30
ultra-delivers cutting-edge
technology and the world’s
highest resolution camera
system to help you capture
life’s biggest moments. With
the industry’s first 200MP
main camera sensor you’ll
take breathtaking and

gallery-worthy photos.
Their new flagship comes
with a stunning 6.67” 10-bit
pOLED FHD+ endless edge
display that is nearly bezelfree to let you experience
even more immersive content. Enjoy a sharper picture
with less pixelation thanks to
full HD+ resolution, and with
HDR10+ you can view over a
billion shades of true-to-life
color with improved brightness and contrast.
Availability & pricing:
Motorola edge 30 ultra comes
in two colors, Interstellar
Black and Starlight White;
and the motorola edge 30

•Motorola edge 30 ultra
launch price: Rs. 59,999
•Exclusive launch price

(LIMITED PERIOD ONLY):
Rs. 54,999
Motorola edge30 fusion
launch price: Rs. 42,999
Exclusive launch price
(LIMITED PERIOD
ONLY): Rs. 39,999

NEW CITROEN C5 AIRCROSS SUV LAUNCHED

fusion will flaunt two color
variants- Cosmic Grey and
Solar Gold. Both smartphones will be available starting September 22, 12PM
exclusively with Flipkart
online and at all leading retail
stores including Reliance
Digital outlets.

itroën India
announced the
launch of the
new C5 Aircross
SUV with a special introductory price of
INR 36,67,000 (ex-showroom Delhi). The new C5
Aircross SUV gets a
design makeover, which
gives it a more distinguished, modern, and
dynamic personality. Since
its promising debut in
India in 2021, the C5
Aircross SUV has been
hailed as the most comfortable and modular SUV
in its class. In its 2022
avatar, the car is now
more attractive and
dynamic, with a sharper
design that is complemented by high-quality
colours as well as interior materials that fortify the SUV’s comfort
and spaciousness.
Priced at Rs
36,67,000 (ex-showroom Delhi),
the

C

•
•

long with the vast majority of FMGC brands,
the Pansari Group is now aware of and taking
note of the shifting preferences of the general
public. They introduced packaged foods that are
both ready-to-cook and healthy snacking options.
You have a wide variety of pre-mixed and ready-tocook Indimix goods to select from, some of which
include nutritional nashta premixes, chapati treats,
and meethi delicacies.
The Indimix collection of products may be produced
in less than fifteen minutes, include no added preservatives, and maintain both their delicious flavor and high
nutritional value level.

A

New Citroën C5 Aircross
SUV is now available for
retail at 20 La Maison
Citroën phygital showrooms in 19 cities, namely,
New Delhi, Gurgaon,
Mumbai, Pune,
Ahmedabad, Kolkata,

Bangalore, Hyderabad,
Kochi, Chennai,
Chandigarh, Jaipur,
Lucknow, Bhubaneswar,
Surat, Nagpur, Vizag,
Calicut, and Coimbatore.

Shekha, a
travel lover, has always been
passionate about swimwear and resort
wear. She brought TIZZI to life by realizing
the gap in the Indian market and used her customer insights to allay the concerns she often had
while buying swimwear. For her, comfort, a
great fit, sustainability and fabric breathability were essentials in a swimwear.
TIZZI swimwear is made from
ECONYL — a type of regenerated
nylon — that moulds to and moves
with one’s body, offering a perfect fit.
Additionally, it is breathable, offers UV protection and is chlorine resistant. The suits
have hygiene liners made from recycled
paper. Inspired by the universe and elements of the ocean, TIZZI’s debut
collection — ‘Celestial Sorcery’,
‘Cosmic Ocean’ & ‘Swoon’,
exudes a holiday vibe.
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The good oil by Awshad
wshad Full Spectrum Vijaya Oil
Peppermint- It’s cool and it’s
refreshing. Our Full Spectrum Oil
in peppermint flavour helps you focus
better, deal with anxiety, reduce inflammation and pain, and also helps manage
insomnia. Full Spectrum Cannabis Oil
combines the best principles of Ayurveda
with intensive lab research to provide
solutions for ailments arising from mod-

A

ern-day lifestyles.
Price- Rs 3,200 for 1500mg
Awshad Full Spectrum Vijaya Oil
Natural- Full Spectrum Oil helps you
with your day-to-day issues. It helps you
focus better, deal with anxiety, reduce
inflammation and pain, and also helps
manage insomnia.
Price- Rs 3,200 for 1500 mg
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How to spot performing
stocks in the market
I
n order to achieve success,
spotting correctly performing stocks is very crucial to
any trader or investor in
the market. Market trends
are always looked upon while
investing in any stocks. This is
because the trends show you
which direction the market is
flowing along with potential
future projections. Analysing and
then spotting the market may help
you to determine a particular sector to invest in. Most importantly,
you should acknowledge the functioning of any markets you invest
in. Now let’s look at some ways
how to spot performing stocks in
the market.

Do not invest in an
unknown company
The only common mistake that
the majority of investors do is by
picking up stocks of which they
have no knowledge or by investing
blindly because it is hyped in the
market. Investors can stop committing such mistakes by grabbing
companies with solid and easy-tounderstand business models that
produce their experienced services
and products daily. Therefore, if
you are uncertain about the com-

pany’s strategy and its core value
proposition, you will most probably fail to pick a good one.
Study the financial ratios

The financial ratio of the company comprises three important
documents such as the balance
sheet, the profit-and-loss statement and the cash flow statement.
Such documents will assist
investors to evaluate a couple of
financial ratios which provide
insight into a company's management, historical growth, profitability and financial status. Moreover,
the investors should compare different years by using these ratios.
Also, they should compare smallscaled similar market capitalization in the same stock market sector or industry. The investors
should also study five categories of
ratios such as liquidity, leverage,
efficiency, profitability, and market
value.
Be careful with value
stocks
Value stocks are those that trap
by appearing cheaply priced relative to their fundamentals. Hence,
the majority of junior investors get
trapped in this maze by assessing

Canara HSBC Life
Insurance launches
“iSelect Guaranteed
Future Plan”
anara HSBC Life Insurance launches iSelect
Guaranteed Future, an individual, non-linked,
non-participating, savings and protection life
insurance plan over the company’s digital platform.
The product is specifically targeted toward new-age
customers who are internet savvy and prefer the digital platforms. The Plan helps individuals in saving
for future financial requirements and in securing the
family's future in case of an unfortunate event. The
product offers guaranteed benefits with the flexibility to choose plan options, premium amount, premium payment term, policy term and premium payment mode basis the customer’s saving needs.
The iSelect Guaranteed Future Plan comes with a
host of features and has been customized to cater to
short-term and long-term financial requirements. To
take care of the financial dreams and goals of customers, the product comes with “Guaranteed
Maturity Benefit” and offers “Boost your Maturity”
under which Guaranteed additions accrue during
the last five policy years to enhance the policy’s benefits to the customers.

C

and deciding on a company’s figures such as price-earnings, pricebook and price-sales ratios.
However, if you don’t want to fall
under this trap, always watch out
for a company's qualitative factors,
competitive advantage, effective
management practices and potential catalysts on the horizon.
Don’t try to overtake high
yields

exercises. A strong insider buying
can provide a vote of confidence
by the company's management.
The reason why insider buying
activity is more predictive than
selling is that they need a cash flux
due to personal reasons.
Therefore, this is a fairly objective
endorsement.

Screening high-yield stocks can
lead investors to pick potentially
unprofitable and stagnant companies. This is because the dividend
yields are tallied up by the annual
dividend per share divided by the
stock’s price per share. In addition,
a collapsing share price can turn
the yield very high for some time
which gambles the unsuspecting
investors. Although, a safe way to
step out from this yield trap is by
glancing over the company’s payout ratio, which totalled the company’s annual dividend payout rate
divided by its earnings.

Companies that contain a wide
economic moat are those that can
maintain their powerful industry
position for a long period of time.
Here, the investors can access a
plus point of the company's economic scale, recognition and
costs.

Look after the activity of
insiders

Stay updated with the company’s news

The investors should check the
insider’s transactions, including
buys and sells along with options

It is really important to get current news on the companies you
have invested in or going to invest

Look for economic moat

in. This is because news can let
you know about any corporate
changes. In addition, you can also
come across insights from other
sources like newspapers, trading
sites and annual reports.
Spotting of best stocks is active
investment management which
leads to regular passive strategy
performance that navigates the
broader stock market indexes.
Thus, picking out a performing
stock was the best technique
played by Warren Buffet, the most
famous stock marketer in the
modern era.

(The writer,
Prashant Sawant, is
the co- founder of
Catalyst wealth)

M2P Fintech launches
a first-of-its-kind Core
Lending Suite

IDFC FIRST Bank,
WhatsApp enabled
FASTag recharge

2P Fintech, Asia’s largest API infrastructure company announced the debut of its
‘Core Lending Suite’ (CLS) that leverages
its RegTech, LendTech, and BankTech capabilities.
M2P’s CLS is modeled around digital first lending,
a first-of-its-kind integrated suite of capabilities
that empowers lenders to rapidly customize, develop, market test, iterate, and roll out lending products.
CLS is designed for developing innovative products, testing new lending models, leveraging different consumption layers, and go-to-market strategies for lending institutions, making it a first-ofits-kind for the lending industry. The platform
covers different facets of lending including
Onboarding (Digital identity & KYC), Loan management (Loan Origination, Loan Management)
Debt management (Collections), Go to Market
strategies (Partnerships & Open Credit
Enablement Network), Data Services (Account
Aggregation), Operations (FinOps, ReCon), and
access to consumption platforms (Buy Now Pay
Later, Cards, UPI, and Fleet) that form part of
CLS’s end-to-end offering.

DFC FIRST Bank announced the launch of its
integration with ‘payments on WhatsApp’ to
enable simple and secure FASTags recharge for
the Bank’s customers. This partnership means IDFC
FIRST customers will be able to recharge their
FASTags right within IDFC FIRST’s WhatsApp chatbot and complete the transaction from within the
chat thread.
IDFC FIRST Bank customers can get started by just
sending ‘Hi’ to the Bank’s official WhatsApp chatbot
number at +919555555555.
The process of recharge will be a seamless experience that will enable payments in two simple steps,
without having to exit the WhatsApp chat. On
selecting the recharge option in the WhatsApp chat,
customers will then be required to enter the amount
and authenticate the transaction via an OTP, after
which they will receive a message confirming the
transaction.
This new service will equip users to pay for their
recharge through ‘payments on WhatsApp’, without
having to log onto any other Mobile App or
Netbanking portal, making it easier and faster for
millions of the Bank’s FASTag users.
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Powerful shani mantras
you need to know to
make shani benevolent
ord Shani is known by various names in
Astrology, including Shani Dev, Shani
Maharaj, Chayyaputra, and others. He is
revered in Hindu mythology. Lord Shani,
known as the harbinger of bad luck and
retribution, is the seventh of the nine planets
(Navagraha) that govern the world.
Shani dev (or planet Saturn), the son of Surya
Dev (the Sun) and Chhaya, is also believed to be
Yama’s (the God of Death) brother and is often
referred to as the God of Justice and Karma.
Lord Shani is sometimes thought to be an
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, who is responsible for
bringing people the fruits of their karma in this
life.
Planetary positions, according to Vedic astrology, determine an individual’s future. As a result,
anyone born under the influence of Shani
(Saturn) is thought to be predisposed to accidents,
failures, wealth, or health problems. Hindus perform the Shani mantra Jaap on a regular basis to
ward off evil and bad luck. This assists them in
overcoming the 7.5-year bad luck phase known as
the Sade Sathi.

L

Benefits of chanting Shani Dev mantras
Shani mantras are extremely powerful and,
when properly recited, can significantly improve
our lives. Regular application of Shanti stotram is
thought to improve our health and ward off disease. Reciting the Shani stuti can calm the mind
and lead to deep relaxation.
Shani Mantra #1 – Shani Beej Mantra(s)
“Om praam preem praum sah shanayishraya
namah”
“Aum Aing Hring Shring Shung Shanaishcharaye
Namah Aum”
“Om Him Sham Shanaye Namah”
“Om Sham Shanicharaya Namah”
The Shani Beej Mantra is extremely powerful
and can help you overcome all of your problems
and sorrows. This mantra should be chanted on a
regular basis to avoid evil factors in your horoscope and to live a happy and content life.
Chanting these will help you grow spiritually as
well as bring you good luck and fortune. It makes
you more perseverant, disciplined, and controlled,
as well as keeping you honest. You can recite this
mantra 1, 3, 9, 27, or 108 times on Shukla Paksha
Saturday.
#2 – Shani Stotra
“Namaste Konsanstahcha Pingalaya Namostu te
| Namaste Bhabrurupaya Krushnaya Cha Namostu
te || Namaste Roudradehaya Namaste Chantkay
Cha | Namaste Yamasadnyaya Namaste Souraye
Vibho || Namaste Manadasadnyaya Saneshchara
Namostu te | Prasada Kuru Devesha Dinasya
Pranatasya Cha || Koshasthayya Pingalo
Babhrurukrishno Roudoye Nantko Yamaha |
Sauriya Shaneshcharo Mandaha Pipladena
Sansthutaha || Etaani Dasha Namami Prataruttha
Ya Ye Patetha | Shaneshchrayakruta Peeda Na
Kadachitabhavishyati ||”
By reciting the Shani maha-mantra you acquire
peace of mind, keeps away evil, and ushers health,
wealth, and prosperity. Lord Shani’s ill effects are
relieved by chanting the ‘Shani dev ka mantra.’
#3 – Shani Ekashari Mantra
“Om Sham Shanaishcharaya Namah ||”
The daily chanting of Ekashari Mantra is highly
effective in resolving Shani Mahadasha, Shani
Sadhesati, or weak Shani in an individual’s horoscope. The 108-time recitation of this Shani dev
mantra benefits you financially, bringing more
wealth and prosperity into your life.

A sense of joy and
cheerfulness will fill you.
Be calm in face of
adversities. Show
sympathy to near and
dear ones. Luck will
favour you everywhere.

Do not wallow in selfpity. Your worries
about the future will
not continue for long.
Hope for the best. As
with everything, this
stage too will pass.

Lucky colour: Red

Lucky colour: Red

Eat light and stay
away from liquor.
Take your
relationship to the
next level. Open
yourself to the ideas
of others. Try to
maintain good
contacts.
Lucky colour: Yellow

You will have someone
behind you to act as a
sounding board. Try to
mingle more with
others around you.
Think before saying
anything critical.
Lucky colour: Blue

YOUR
WEEK
AHEAD

There may be some financial pressure
or an issue of self-esteem. Do not
worry too much. Patience and
commitment will get you past all
problems.
Lucky colour: White

A sense of insecurity
may weigh down on
you. Do not lose
confidence. Face
situations coolly. Keep
a grip on emotions.
Hard work will bring
benefits.
Lucky colour: Green

Balancing life at office and home
may stretch your limits. Your
energy has to be well spent. It is
better to be safe than sorry. Don't
cross authority figures.
Lucky colour: White

The urge to experiment may
take you to hostile waters.
Take each new step with care.
Do not skip important
meetings, otherwise, you
may regret it.

You will be going
through complex
situations. You will be
restless and
argumentative. An
energy to be the best will
help you overcome inner
distress.

Lucky colour: Green

Lucky colour: Pink

#4– Shani Gayatri Mantra
“Om Sanaischaraya vidhmahe
Sooryaputraya dhimahi Tanno
manda prachodayat”
Chanting this Saneeswara
mantra gives you the strength
and the courage to fight unwanted obstacles in your life. #5 –
Sade Sati Mantra(s)
“Om tryambakam yajamahe
sugandhim pushti-vardhanam
urvaruka miva bandhanan mrtyor muksiya mamrtat. Om shannodevirabhistaya aapo bhavantu
pitaye hanyorabhisravantu nah,
Om sam shanaiscaraya namah.
Om Nilaanjana Samaabhasam,
Ravi Putram Yamagrajam
Chaaya Martanda
Samhubhutam, Tama Namami
Shanescharam”
The last one is known to be
the most powerful Shani Mantra.
Chanting these mantras gives
you the courage to fight the
adverse situations you encounter
in the Sade Sati period and come

This is a good time to
bring plans into action.
Love will be your dominant
emotion. The world around
may test you. People will
be unkind. Let them be.

You may feel insecure.
You may feel weaker than
you used to be. If needed,
get help to boost your
enthusiasm. Postpone
decisions for a later time.

Your work may consume
you. Make sure to rest
your body and mind. Any
journey made will incur
heavy expenses. Do not
get into commitments.

Lucky colour: Blue

Lucky colour: Red

Lucky colour: White

out of it with minimal losses.
#6 – Dashrath Shani Stotra or
Saneeswara Stotram
“Om. Asya shree shanaishchara
stotrasya dashratha rishi.
Shanaish-charo-devata trishtup
chandahah. shanaish-chara
preety-arthe jape viniyogah
dasharatha uvacha kono-antaka
roudra-yama-tha babhruh krishnah shanih pingala manda sourih
nityam smrito yo harate cha
peedam tasmai namah shree ravinandanaya”
The repetition of this Shani
stotram is performed for the
appeasement of Shanaishchara
(Saturn).
#7 -Vedic Mantra of Shani Dev
“Om Shanno devirabhistdaapo
bhavantupitaye.” Mantra #8 –
Shani Mantra For success
“Om Shri Shani Devaayah
Namo Namah. Om Shri Shani
Devaayah Shanti Bhavah. Om
Shri Shani Devaayah Shubham
Falah. Om Shri Shani Devaayah

Falh Prapti Falah”
Chanting this Vedic mantra
with a pure heart, mind, and soul
helps you atone for your sins.
#9 – Shani Mantra for health
Dhvajini dhamini chaiva kanvali kalahapriha. Kankati kalahi
chautha turangi mahishi ajaa.
shanairnamani patninametani
sanjapan puman. Duhkhani
nasyennityam saubhagyamedhate
sukhaman.
Chanting this mantra balances
our body, and we can experience
perfect harmony and health with
this mantra.
#10 – Shani Mantra for overall
wellbeing & gains
Saajyam Ch Vartisanyuktam
Vahninaa Yojitham Maya |
Deepam Grihan Devesham
Threlokya Thimira Paham
Bhaktya Deepam Prayachami
Devaya Paramaathmane ||
Brings in optimism and a positive change in our life by chanting this mantra.

Along with chanting the Shani
dev mantra, performing these
Saturday rituals will ensure that
the Lord is pleased with you.
Fast from morning to evening
on a regular basis. If that is not
possible, limit yourself to one
meal per day, taken in the afternoon.
Donate black sesame/black
urad or light a til oil lamp and
continue reciting Shani Mantras
in the language of your choice.
Prepare and offer curd rice
with cumin to Lord Shani at a
temple which has the Navagrahas
or one that is dedicated to him
and then feed the crows in the
vicinity.
Please Lord Shani by feeding
the poor, with a selfless attitude.
Wear black or blue clothes and
bathe every day when worshipping Lord Shani on a daily basis
Another effective way to please
Lord Shani is also worshipping
Lord Hanuman.
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State neutrality, professed
secularism and State actors

GLOBE TROT
US firm announces 10% hike to
employees for serving notice period
company in the United States has
found an innovative way to make
employees comply with the company’s rules — 10 percent salary increment. John Franco, Thinker and Founder
of the marketing agency Gorilla 76, wrote
in a LinkedIn post that he is willing to
offer a 10 percent increment to employees who are willing to give a notice period of at least six weeks. Jon wrote, “From
the moment an employee tells us of their
decision to leave Gorilla and that they are
in the search for a new job, any full-time
employee who gives us at least six weeks’
notice will be given a 10% salary increase
for the remainder of their time at Gorilla.
We ask that they leave within three
months.” He stressed, “And we promise,
no hard feelings.”

A

The founder also said, “This encourages our people to do something different
if they’re feeling stuck or in the wrong
place. It also gives us time to prepare for
how we’ll move forward. It’s way better
than the normal two-week sprint.”

Woman eats pie while skydiving

woman has stunned netizens
by doing just that: eating pie
while skydiving. In a viral
video, she is seen opening the box of
pie mid-air. Hovering on the
parachute, she takes a portion of the
pie and puts it in her mouth. Enjoying
the lip-smacking pie, she is seen smiling and nodding. The clip featured
Instagram user Mckenna Knipe,
whose bio says she is a video creator.
Her Instagram account includes a

A

plethora of skydiving videos and similar stunts.
The influencer created this video to
support Napoleon Cafe in Michigan
which sells delicious pies. Well, this is
not the first time @mckennaknipe created unique videos about enjoying
food on the go. Literally. The influencer earlier posted a video of herself
gorging on a huge slice of pizza while
skydiving. Well, the video creator certainly knows how to grab eyeballs.

Boy says he’s allergic to the ‘smell of
books’ to avoid doing homework
n 11-year-old boy from China has
left netizens in splits with his
excuse. The boy pretended to be
allergic to the smell of books and started
shedding tears. The boy told his mother
that he was allergic to the smell of books.
Amused by the boy’s cute tantrums, his
mother filmed the incident and shared it
on mainland Chinese social media, the
South China Morning Post reported.
In the video, the boy keeps a tissue over
his nose and pretends to shed tears.
Trying to find a way to skip doing his
homework, he tells his mother that he
can’t stop crying as he’s allergic to the
‘smell of books’.

A

The mother was quoted as saying by
Asiaone, “Are you saying you can’t do
homework now? How can we stop, or
ease the symptoms?”
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of the Constitution, is trying to spread menprogressive State must stay clear of
ace in society on religious grounds. The petitheism and atheism, believers and
tion also stated that the State of Tamil Nadu
non-believers as well as apostates
has abdicated its responsibility of protection
and neo-religionists. Two recent
of human dignity and has denigrated the digorders issued by Courts, one pernity of people of faith by permitting the existaining to State promotion of athetence of such inscriptions on the statues in
ism and the other concerning publicly funded
question.
religious practices of a Chief Minister, drive
On September 5, the Telangana High Court
home this point.
asked the Advocate General to advise the State
On September 12th, the Supreme Court
issued a notice to the Tamil Nadu government government not to use public funds for making offerings to deities. A division bench
asking: "In a Constitution-mandated secular
headed by Chief Justice Ujjal Bhyuan issued
governance structure, can a government prothe direction in a PIL plea file by author
mote atheism?" For, the word 'secularism'
Kancha Ilaiah and activist Gundamala
implies separation of State from religion.
Ramulu in 2017 against Chief Minister K
The apex court sought responses from the
Tamil Nadu government on a petition alleging Chandrasekhar Rao for donating jewels, purchased with taxpayers' money, to temples in
installation of a number of statues of Periyar,
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. The
an atheist, in the state with anti-God
division bench has given the TS govinscriptions.
ernment six weeks' time to file a
Erode Venkatappa Ramasamy, betresponse.
ter known as Periyar or Thanthai
The petitioners rightly claimed that
Periyar, was a social activist and
it was unlawful to use the Common
politician who started the SelfRespect Movement and the Dravidar MURALI RAMASWAMY Good Fund -- established in accordance with the AP Charitable and
Kazhagam.
Senior Journalist
Hindu Religious Institutions and
Appearing for appellant M
Deivanayagam, who had challenged a decision Endowments Act, 1987 -- for making offerings to deities. They referred to the statements
of the Madras High Court to dismiss his plea,
made by the Chief Minister regarding his
senior advocate Gopal Shanakaranarayanan
plans to present jewels to the presiding deities
told a bench of Justices Sanjay K Kaul and A S
of the temples of Bhadrakali, Veerabhadra
Oka that it was unfortunate that statues of
Swamy, Venkateswara Swamy, Padmavathi
Periyar have been installed across the state at
public places by the Dravidar Kazhagam party Ammavaru, and Kanaka Durga Ammavaru.
In July 2018, a PIL plea was filed in the
with an accompanying inscription that miliHyderabad High Court by Prof PL
tates against faith and belief of believers.
Vishweshwar Rao contending that KCR's
Translated, the Tamil inscription signifies:
spree of gifting gold ornaments to temples
"There is no God, God doesn't exist, one who
created God is a fool, one who has propagated across the two Telugu states was unconstitutional. The plea was filed after KCR had made
God is a scoundrel and one who prays to God
an offering of a nose stud to the presiding
are barbarians" (sic).
deity at the Kanaka Durga temple in
The Madras HC had dismissed
Vijayawada in fulfillment of his 'vow' to preDeivanayagam's writ petition seeking removal
sent gold ornaments to various Gods and
of the inscriptions saying the petitioner's right
Goddesses after Telangana achieved
to expression, under Article 19 of the
statehood. In October 2016, KCR
Constitution, is on par with the
LIGHT
presented a 11.7 kg gold crown
rights of Dravidar Kazhagam to
THEESKO worth over Rs 3 crore to Goddess
disagree with such views.
Bhadrakali at Warangal. In February
The petitioner had said, "One such
2017, he presented a Rs 60,000 gold mousstatue was unveiled at the Trichy Bus Stand in
tache to Lord Veerabhadra Swamy in
1967 by the then CM. These statues are mainTelangana's Mahabubabad district. Earlier, he
tained/governed by a government order. Thus,
offered gold ornaments worth Rs 5 crore to
the statues being sanctioned by the State, the
Lord Balaji at Tirumala -- all allegedly paid
inscriptions on such statues cannot be deemed
for by the state exchequer.
as an expression of the political party's right to
The Constitution of India guarantees the
free speech. Rather it is an intrusion into the
right to freedom of religion to not only indipersonal liberty of the believers that is guaranviduals but also religious groups in India. This
teed by Article 21 of the Constitution."
is enshrined in Articles 25 (freedom of conThe petitioner, in his appeal before the
science and free profession, practice, and
Supreme Court, contended that these statues
propagation of religion); Article 26 (freedom
with such inscriptions are ridiculing God, the
religion and the believer alike. "By sanctioning to manage religious affairs); Article 27 (freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion of
such inscriptions, the State has not only alienany particular religion) and Article 28 (freeated, but also discriminated against believers
dom as to attendance at religious instruction
of God, and thereby, violated their right to
or religious worship in certain educational
equal treatment, and right to life with dignity
institutions).
under Article 14 and 21 of the Constitution.
The two far-reaching orders concerning faith
Further, the State's sanction of such inscripor the lack of it, issued this month by the
tions is inconsistent with the constitutional
Supreme Court and the Telangana High Court,
guarantees of free thought and conscience,
underline that India, as a self-proclaimed
and right to profess and propagate one's relisovereign socialist secular democratic republic,
gion under Articles 19, 25 and 26 of the
must not only be, but also seen to be, neutral in
Constitution. It was also contended that the
matters of faith, supporting neither religion nor
contents of the inscription on the statues
irreligion. State actors, or individuals and orgaamount to hate speech by the Dravidar
nizations deriving authority from them cannot
Kazhagam, which under the guise of exercisafford to play with people's core belief systems.
ing fundamental right under Article 19(1)(a)
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