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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday asserted

that his Government “work
with ‘Seva Bhaav’ (spirit of ser-
vice) and ‘samarpan’ (dedica-
tion) for the people”, and the
efforts paid dividends as
North-East has joined the
national mainstream. Lashing
out at the Opposition, Modi
said, “Those who came before
us were credit hungry and
credit hungry people destroy
the nation.”

In what many analysts saw
as an energetic early start to
next year’s general elections, the
PM made attacking speeches
and attended programmes and
cultural galas — North-East’s
first AIIMS in Guwahati; three
medical colleges at Nalbari,
Nagaon and Kokrajhar ;
Platinum Jubilee celebrations of
Gauhati High Court; Guinness
World Record making Bihu
dance performance — Modi
claimed in the last nine years
since his government came to
power, the definition of con-
nectivity had been changed

bringing the northeast nearer
to the rest of the country.

The PM claimed that the
N-E had “suffered for decades
under family-controlled poli-
tics, regionalism, corruption
and insecurity” during which
development was not possible

and the region paid a “huge
price” for this. He added, “We
work with ‘Seva Bhaav’ (spirit
of service) and ‘samarpan’
(dedication) for the people”.

He also stressed that his
government had worked hard
to ensure dramatic improve-

ment in social and physical
infrastructure in the N-E over
the last 9 years.  “The Northeast
was distant for earlier govern-
ments...We have served with
dedication to bring it near,” the
PM said.

Modi said in the past few

years, youth from the region
“have left violence and moved
on the path to peace.” “The
atmosphere of mistrust is dis-
appearing from the North East,
the distance between hearts is
disappearing … We need to
move further closer,” he added. 

Besides dedicating North-
East’s first AIIMS at Guwahati,
the PM also virtually inaugu-
rated three medical colleges at
Nalbari, Nagaon and
Kokrajhar. The 500-bed tertiary
care teaching hospitals with 24
UG departments in the three
medical colleges will start with
100 annual MBBS student
intake, taking the total MBBS
student intake to 1,500 in
Assam. 

The PM also launched the
distribution of 1.1 crore
Ayushman cards to beneficia-
ries who will be able to avail
cashless healthcare medical
treatment benefits up to �5
lakh with these cards.

Later in the day, while
speaking at the concluding
ceremony of the Platinum
Jubilee celebrations of Gauhati
High Court, Modi stressed
that technology needs to be
brought into play to speed up
the justice delivery system,
especially in remote areas such
as in N-E. “Technology can
help bring justice to remote
areas such as in N-E,” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Death-row convicts are taking
advantage of an inordinate delay

in deciding mercy petitions, the
Supreme Court has said
while directing the State
Governments and authori-
ties concerned to see such
pleas are decided and dis-
posed of at the earliest.

A bench of Justices MR
Shah and CT Ravikumar said even after
the final conclusion by the top court,
there is an inordinate delay in not
deciding the mercy petition, the object
and purpose of the death sentence
would be frustrated. 

“Therefore, as such, all efforts
shall be made by the State Government
and/or the concerned authorities to see
that mercy petitions are decided and
disposed of at the earliest, so that even
the accused can also know his fate and
even justice is also done to the victim,”

the bench said.
The observations came on a peti-

tion filed by the Maharashtra govern-
ment challenging an order of the
Bombay High Court which commut-

ed the death sentence
awarded to a woman and
her sister.

The high court com-
muted the death sen-
tence to life imprison-
ment on grounds that

there was an inordinate and unex-
plained delay on the part of the
State/Governor of the State in not
deciding the mercy petitions preferred
by the accused which was kept pend-
ing for about seven years and 10
months.

A local court had awarded the
death sentence to them in 2001 for kid-
napping 13 children and killing nine in
Kolhapur, which was confirmed by the
high court in 2004. 

Continued on Page 2
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Former Union Minister and one of the
most seasoned Congress leaders

Kamal Nath has been roped in by the
party to play the role of a
mediator in resolving the
situation arising in the
party’s Rajasthan unit after
Sachin Pilot’s day-long fast
put pressure on the Ashok
Gehlot Government for
action against the alleged
corruption under the previous
Vasundhara Raje-led BJP Government. 

Nath, along with Congress general
secretary in-charge organisation KC
Venugopal, met Pilot to discuss his side
of arguments and the former Rajasthan
deputy CM conveyed to them that his
fast was only directed at action against
corruption under Vasundhara

Government and was not “anti-party” at
all. Congress Rajasthan in-charge
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa met party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge for the second
time in two days to discuss the Rajasthan

issue. He had also met
Rahul Gandhi at his resi-
dence to discuss the matter. 

Leaders close to Pilot
claimed the Congress has
been raising the corruption
plank in the Adani matter
and in Karnataka polls and

Pilot’s action was in line with that.
As far as the issue of “indiscipline”

is concerned, the Pilot side has also
raised questions as to why no action has
been taken against Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot loyalists who had defied party’s
directive for holding a legislature party
meeting last year.

Continued on Page 2
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday blew the

election bugle for 2024 gener-
al elections from Birbhum
asserting if the BJP got 35 par-
liamentary seats in Bengal then
the Mamata Banerjee
Government would not com-
plete its full term — and that
would entail a new political
order where the Ram Navami
rallies would never again be
attacked by rioters.

Shah — who was on a two-
day trip of Bengal where apart
from attending public rallies he
was likely to set out a road map
for the State saffron leaders
ahead of 2024 —  told a mas-
sive rally at Birbhum that the
only way to end corruption,
cow smuggling and recruit-

ment scams in Bengal was by
ending the misrule perpetrat-
ed by Mamata Banerjee and her
nephew Abhishek Banerjee.

“Today Bengal is a hub of
corruption, appeasement,
bomb blasts, infiltration, cow
smuggling and if you want to
end this misrule then Didi’s
government has to be brought
down … the only way to free
Bengal of the corrupt and
tyrannical rule of the Bua-
Bhatija (aunt and nephew) duo
then the BJP must get 35 (out
of 42) MP seats from Bengal
then only the rule of terror will
end here,” Shah said insisting
“once the BJP gets 35 seats from
Bengal then the TMC govern-
ment will not have to contin-
ue beyond 2025. It will crum-
ble well before 2025.”

Continued on Page 2
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Mumbai : Backing Yogi
Adityanath over the encounter
of gangster-turned-politician
Atiq Ahmad’s son Asad, Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut
on Friday said if the Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister wants
to end mafia raj then there
should be no question of caste
and religion.

Criminals and terrorists
have no caste or religion, he
said, adding that those who
have suspicions on such police
action can always approach
courts for remedial measures.
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Anew coronavirus strain
dubbed Arcturus appears

to be driving a surge in Covid-
19 infections in India  which
saw cases breaching 11,000
mark in the country on Friday,
a biggest jump in a year. The
death toll climbed to 5,31,064
with 29 deaths in a day. 

At least 11,109 cases were
reported in the last 24 hours,
as per the Health Ministry
data. This is the fifth consec-
utive day when a rise in Covid-
19 cases was reported this
week.

According to experts, the
XBB.1.16 strain, a sub-variant
of Omicron, has been found in

22 countries, including
Singapore, Australia, the UK
and the US. Research indicates
Arcturus could be 1.2 times
more infectious than the last
major sub-variant, making it
likely to become the dominant
strain.

The spread of the strain,
first detected in late January in
India, is worrying experts, as
it seems to exhibit unique

symptoms in children, one of
which is conjunctivitis. 

The symptoms of the vari-
ant include high fever, cough,
and “itchy” conjunctivitis or
pinkeye, according to a tweet
by Vipin Vashishtha, a paedi-
atrician and former head of the
Indian Academy of Pediatrics
Committee on Immunisation.

He tweeted that he has
started getting pediatric Covid
cases once again after a gap of
6 month! An infantile pheno-
type seems emerging-treated
infants with high fever, cold &
cough, & non-purulent, itchy
conjunctivitis with sticky eyes,
not seen in earlier waves, he
said.

Continued on Page 2
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has started shifting

his belongings from his 12,
Tughlaq Lane residence as he
was asked to vacate the
Government house by April 22
following his disqualification
from the Lok Sabha.

Two trucks were seen
parked outside the house and
the belongings were later shift-
ed to his mother’s 10, Janpath
residence. Sources said Rahul
is likely to soon vacate the offi-
cial bungalow allotted to him.
While Rahul has seen a num-
ber of houses, he may also opt
to stay with his mother and
Congress Parliamentary Party
chairperson Sonia Gandhi.
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The body Asad, the son of
gangster-politician Atiq

Ahmad — who was killed
along with his accomplice
Ghulam, both wanted in the
Umesh Pal murder case, in an
encounter — will be collected
by his uncle from Jhansi, a fam-
ily advocate said on Friday.

Asad’s maternal uncle has
gone to Jhansi to take the
body, advocate Manish Khanna
said. He is expected to be
buried at a graveyard in the
Dhoomanganj area here.

A police official said a
large number of policemen
will be deployed during the last
rites of Asad to avoid any
untoward incident.

Sources also said that the
police is ready to arrest Asad’s
fugitive mother Shaista Parveen
if she attends her son’s last rites. 

Asad was the third of five
sons of Atiq Ahmad and was
absconding since the Umesh
Pal murder case.

Asad was caught on CCTV
when Umesh Pal was killed and
had been on the run for the
past about 50 days, police said.
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Bloodshed inside Tihar Jail
was reported on Friday

with an associate of gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi being
stabbed to death in an attack by
rival gang members, according
to officials. The deceased
Prince Tewatia (30) was lodged
in central jail number 3, they
said.

“Around 5.30 pm today, an
inmate, Tewatia, had a dispute
with another inmate, Attatur
Rehman, who is from a rival
gang,” a jail official said.

“Tewatia attacked the other
inmate with an improvised
weapon and members of both
the gangs joined the fight that
left four people injured. Three
of them are stated to be stable
while Tewatia was taken to
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital
where he was declared dead,”
the official said.

A case was registered and
an enquiry by the chief judicial
magistrate has been initiated,
the official said.

According to officials,
Tewatia was previously
involved in 16 criminal cases,
including murder and attempt
to murder.
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The real-life inspiration
behind Bollywood comedy

“Oye Lucky! Lucky Oye!”,
Davinder Singh, alias Bunty
Chor, a highly-skilled thief,
has been arrested by the Delhi
Police from Kanpur.  

“Bunty Chor,” infamous
for committing robberies at
houses in high-profile and
posh locations, had over 500
cases of burglaries filed against
him till 2012 alone, police said. 

However, only after Abhay

Deol-starrer “Oye Lucky! Lucky
Oye!” hit the silverscreen in
2008, the real Bunty Chor
gained notoriety. 

In the past, Bunty Chor
gave police from several States
the slip.

A few years later, Davinder
made a cameo appearance as a
contestant in the popular real-
ity show “Bigg Boss Season 4”
in 2010, but was evicted after
he misbehave with host Salman
Khan.

Nicknamed “super thief ”,
53-year-old Davinder was

arrested from Uttar Pradesh in
connection with two recently
executed thefts in the nation-
al Capital.  Davinder started
committing robberies since he
was 14 years old. 

The arrest was made after
a case was registered based on
the complaint of a GK-II resi-
dent regarding theft of three
expensive mobile phones,
purse, two laptops, branded
shoes, wrist watch and Baleno
car on the intervening night of
April 12-13, police said. On the
same day, a second theft was

reported by another resident of
GK-II, they added.

Deputy Commissioner of

Police (South) Chandhan
Choudhary said CCTV camera
footage of the area and the
place of incident revealed that
a middle aged suspect wearing
a cap was involved in both the
incidents.  

“The team started looking
at the CCTV footage of the sus-
pect and followed the route of
the stolen car which revealed
that it was going towards Noida
via Alaknanda in CR Park,” the
official said.

The registration number of
the car was also ascertained

through the footage, police
said.  “During the course of
investigation, police teams of
CR Park followed the footage
and tracked the car till Kalindi
Kunj. 

“Meanwhile, the team
checked the locations of stolen
mobile phones and found one
of them switched on following
which its location was traced
near Agra. 

“The team instantly moved
towards the location which
was about 150 km away from
them,” she said.

The fastag number of the
stolen mobile phone was kept
on surveillance. Fastag deduc-
tions at various toll booths were
monitored, police said. The
team spotted the stolen car on
the highway near Etawah in UP. 

The team later managed to
intercept the car at a toll booth
in the UP’s Kanpur Dehat but
the accused tried to escape.
However, the glass window of
the car was broken and the
accused was apprehended, she
added.

Continued on Page 2
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has

summoned Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal for
questioning in connection with
the excise policy case on
Sunday. Last month, the CBI
arrested former Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
in the case.

According to the notice
issued by the CBI, Kejriwal has
been called to appear at the
agency headquarters at 11 am
on Sunday to depose as a wit-
ness in the case, officials said. 

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) dubbed the CBI move a
conspiracy and confirmed that
Kejriwal will appear before the
agency on Sunday. The AAP
alleged that the BJP was con-
spiring to arrest Kejriwal in the
“fabricated” excise policy case,

and stressed that their fight
against corruption won’t be
hampered.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence, AAP Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Sanjay Singh described the
summons as a desperate
attempt by the BJP to silence
their opposition and said these
summons will only strengthen
Kejriwal’s anti-corruption cru-
sade.

“The fact remains that the
Centre is tainted with accusa-

tions of wide-scale corruption
and nothing can change that. 

“Kejriwal swore to expose
the reality of the PM in the
Assembly that day. But now,
this expose will stir up a storm
across the nation,” he said. 

Continued on Page 2

�����
��������������
����
���������� 
���!����

!������)
�**���+	��
,��	
��� (�-�"������
�
���
�����
�.� 
Chandigarh: Former Punjab
Chief Minister Charanjit
Singh Channi on Friday
appeared before Vigilance
Bureau in connection with a
disproportionate assets mat-
ter and was questioned by the
officials for nearly seven
hours. Channi described the
investigation as “totally polit-
ical”.  PNS
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At their first joint working
group meeting on the

Chabahar port, India and the
central Asian nations reaf-
firmed that connectivity ini-
tiatives should comply with
global norms, transparency,
local priorities, financial sus-
tainability and respect for the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of all countries.

The comments, mentioned
in a joint statement released on
Friday following the meeting
hosted by India in Mumbai on
April 12 and 13, came amid
growing global criticism of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI).

The statement said the par-
ticipants at the meeting noted
that further development of
regional connectivity is essen-
tial for enhancing trade and
commerce between India and
the central Asian countries in
the context of their land-locked
nature and lack of overland
connectivity with India.

The mention of “lack of
overland connectivity with
India” is being seen as an indi-
rect reference to Pakistan’s
reluctance to grant New Delhi
transit access to Afghanistan

and beyond.
India has been pushing

for the Chabahar port project
to boost regional trade, espe-
cially for its connectivity to
Afghanistan.

At the meeting, the coun-
try representative for the UN
World Food Programme
(UNWFP) made a presentation
on the ongoing cooperation
between India and the
UNWFP in Afghanistan for the
delivery of wheat assistance.

The statement said the
consul general of Afghanistan
emphasised the significance of
the Chabahar port for the
delivery of humanitarian assis-
tance for the Afghan people
and providing economic
opportunities for Afghan busi-
nessmen and traders.
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Former Punjab chief minis-
ter Charanjit Singh Channi

on Friday appeared before the
Vigilance Bureau in connection
with a disproportionate assets
matter and was questioned by
the officials for seven hours.

Channi described the
probe as “totally political”.

Emerging out from
Vigilance Bureau’s Mohali
office in the evening, Channi
again slammed the AAP
Government, alleging that “this
government is treating worse
than even the Mughals. They
want to use every way to
humiliate and defame.”

“In democracy, this is not
the way.. That without any
basis they try to build up a case.
I stand by what I said earlier in
the morning at my press con-
ference, they may do whatev-
er they have to,” Channi said.

“I always worked with
honesty and will continue to do
so,” he said.

Ahead of entering the
bureau’s Mohali office around
11 am, the Congress leader had
slammed the state’s Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government over his date of
appearance being advanced
and claimed that Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann’s
regime was indulging in
“vendetta politics”.

The bureau had initially
asked Channi to appear for
questioning on April 12. He,
however, requested for anoth-
er date to join the investigation,
which the bureau allowed, ask-
ing him to appear on April 20.
Later, the Vigilance Bureau
advanced it to Friday.

The bureau has been
inquiring into allegations of
Channi amassing assets dis-
proportionate to his known
source of income. Last month,
the bureau had issued a look-
out circular against the former
chief minister.

Asked about being ques-
tioned in the matter before he

entered the bureau’s office,
Channi rubbished that he had
accumulated any dispropor-
tionate assets and said, “The
probe is totally political. Let
them do what they want.”

Addressing a press con-
ference before he reached the
bureau’s office, Channi
launched a scathing attack on
the state’s AAP government
and said he “may be tortured,
arrested or even killed”, but he
is prepared to face it.

“Hang me if even one per-
son says Channi was indulging
in any corrupt practice,” the
former CM said breaking down
in tears. Channi said ahead of
the Jalandhar Lok Sabha bypoll,
he has raised some issues. He
alleged that the AAP govern-
ment has been rattled by the
questions he raised including
those relating to Dalits, “on
what the chief minister said
about Akal Takht Jathedar”,
about justice in sacrilege cases
and farmers’ issues.

“And when someone
speaks the truth, the one who
is a liar feels the pinch -- that
is what has happened with the
AAP government,” he alleged.
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The 62-day long Amarnath
Yatra will commence on

July 1 this year and it will cul-
minate on August 31.

Further, the registration
through online and offline
modes for Amarnath Yatra will
start from April 17.

The Lieutenant Governor,
Manoj Sinha while announcing
the dates for holy pilgrimage
and registration Friday said the
administration is committed to
ensure smooth and hassle free
pilgrimage.

“Hassle-free pilgrimage is
top priority of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  and  Home
Minister  Amit Shah.  The
administration will provide
best-in-class healthcare and
other essential facilities to all
the visiting devotees and ser-
vice providers. Telecom ser-
vices will be made operational
prior to the commencement of

Pilgrimage. All the stakehold-
er departments are working in
coordination to ensure facilities
for lodging, power, water, secu-
rity and other arrangements for
the smooth conduct of Yatra,”
the Lt Governor said.

The Yatra would com-
mence simultaneously from
both the routes – the Pahalgam
track in Anantnag district and
Baltal in Ganderbal district.

The Lt Governor also
directed the officials to ensure
high levels of cleanliness and to
take necessary intervention for
sanitation and waste manage-
ment.

From Page 1
Asking whether the peo-

ple of Bengal wanted an end in
infiltration, cow-smuggling,
recruitment scams and gener-
al corruption then only the BJP
was the way.

Once the BJP comes to
power in Bengal then there
would be no riots and more
importantly “no one will dare
to disturb the Ram Navami
processions in Bengal,” Shah
said referring to the recent
communal disturbances at
Shibpur in Howrah and Rishra
in Hooghly districts.

Alleging that Banerjee was
day-dreaming of making her
nephew Abhishek the next

Chief Minister of the State, the
BJP leader said, “Mamata didi,
you might be dreaming that
your nephew will become the
Chief Minister after you… but
from here in Birbhum, I declare
that the next Chief Minister of
Bengal is going to be from BJP
and the trailer of that has to be
shown in 2024 when we will 35
seats.”

Curiously the Home
Minister would not for once
talk on the more immediate
context that is the panchayat
elections.

Asserting that Narendra
Modi will once again become
the Prime Minister after 2024
Shah said listed a whole range
of reforms and schemes
brought about the by the cen-
tral government that would
make the people choose him to
lead the government for the
third consecutive term.�����������������
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Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Friday

said SP is hopeful of forming
an alliance of Opposition par-
ties to take on the Bharatiya
Janata Party in next year’s Lok
Sabha polls and that the
Congress should join region-
al parties in their bastions to
fight the BJP.

“I am hopeful that chief
ministers like K
Chandrasekhar Rao, Mamata
Banerjee and Nitish Kumar
and the way we are trying,
some alliance or front will be
formed which will take on the
BJP (in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls),” Yadav told reporters at
the Indore Press 
Club.”

Earlier, the SP chief also
paid tribute to Dr Bhim Rao
Ambedkar on his 132nd birth
anniversary at the Dalit icon’s
memorial in Mhow.       

Replying to a question on
opposition unity against the
BJP, he said the Congress is a
national party and it has to
decide its own role in this
regard.

“The Congress has got an
opportunity to stand with
regional parties in places
where the latter are strong to
take on the BJP,” he said.
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The Samajwadi Party on
Friday came up with a list

of alleged criminals ‘running
gangs’ as they all belong to the
same caste as Uttar Pradesh
CM Yogi Adityanath.

The SP ‘list’ comes a day
after gangster-politician Atiq
Ahmad’s son Asad, accused in
the Umesh Pal murder case,
was gunned down with aide.

The list  includes names of
Kuldeep Singh Sengar (Unnao,
28 cases), Brijesh Singh
(Varanasi, 106 cases),
Dhananjay Singh (Jaunpur,
46 cases), Raja Bhaiyya
(Raghuraj Pratap Singh)
(Pratapgarh, 31 cases), among
others.
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From Page 1
The PM also witnessed a

mega — Bihu dance perfor-
mance — which has made it to
the Guinness World Records -
where more than 11,000
dancers and drummers per-
formed at the Indira Gandhi
Athletic Stadium.  The mega
show made it to two Guinness
World Records — the largest
Bihu dance performance at a
single venue and the largest
‘dhol’ (percussion instrument)
recital in a single venue. “I can’t
forget this moment in my life.
This is unprecedented and fab-
ulous. This is Assam. Today, the
whole world is witnessing
Bihu,” Modi said, addressing
the gathering.

He maintained that there is
“unlimited scope for use of
technology” to modernise the
justice delivery system in the
country. Praising the work of

the Supreme Court’s e-com-
mittee in this regard, he men-
tioned that budgetary alloca-
tion has been made for phase
3 of the e-court mission.

Referring to global efforts
to use AI in the judicial system
to bring efficiency, Modi said,
“We should also try to increase
efforts to improve the ease of
justice for the common citizen
through AI.”

Indicating how lack of clar-
ity in property ownership has
proven to be a burden on the
judiciary, he gave an example
of how drones have been used
to bring a solution by mapping
properties in over 1 lakh vil-
lages under the PM Swamitva
Yojana.  “Property card distri-
bution to lakhs of citizens have
already been accomplished,
which will result in a decline in
property-related cases and ease
the lives of citizens,” the PM
added.

He also said, “Alternative
dispute resolution systems are
vital. The North East has rich
traditions in this regard,” laud-
ing the Gauhati High Court for
recently coming out with six
books on customary laws of the
region.

He also emphasised the
country’s law should be written
in an easy language, compre-
hensible to ordinary people, as
it enhances citizen’s trust in the
country and its systems.  “Effort
is to draft laws in simple lan-
guage and this approach will be
greatly helpful for the courts of
our country”, he said, also
mentioning about the
BHASHINI portal which aims
to help every citizen to access
the internet in their own lan-
guage.

Modi on Friday evening
concluded his tour of Assam by
rolling out a series of railway
projects across the Northeast,
besides commissioning a
methanol plant and laying the
foundation stone for a bridge
over the Brahmaputra river.

“Our biggest dream is a
developed India. I appeal to the
youths of India and Assam to
come forward. You have the
courage to win the world,” the
Prime Minister said.

The PM also virtually
inaugurated the five railway
works along with other projects
from the Indira Gandhi
Athletic Stadium in Guwahati,
where he is on a day-long tour.

The new railway projects
rolled out by him are Digaru-
Lumding and Gauripur-
Abhayapuri sections, while
doubling of tracks between
New Bongaigaon and Dhup
Dhara was also inaugurated.

Electrification of the
R a n i n a g a r - J a l p a i g u r i -
Guwahati, Senchoa-Silghat and
Senchoa-Mairabari sections
was also launched by Modi.
The total cost of these projects
is �7,300 crore.

The Prime Minister also
laid the foundation stone for
the Palasbari-Sualkuchi bridge
over the Brahmaputra river. It
will be constructed at an expen-
diture of  �3,200 crore over the
next 3-4 years.

Modi also virtually com-
missioned a methanol plant at
Namrup in Dibrugarh by
Assam Petrochemicals Ltd
(APL) with 500 tonnes per day
(TPD) capacity, constructed
at an investment of �1,709
crore.

“With commissioning of
this methanol plant, now this
chemical can be exported to
neighbouring countries also,
apart from catering to the
domestic demand,” he said.
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From Page 1
There are allegations that

money raised from tweaking
the policy in favour of certain
liquor dealers and the South
lobby was suspected to be
pumped in for election pur-
poses by the AAP, which is
under investigation, agency
sources said, adding, Kejriwal’s
questioning could help in
establishing the money trail.

The process of policy for-
mulation and influence of
South lobby, besides changes in
the draft stages, was in the
knowledge of the Chief
Minister, which makes it nec-
essary to put questions to him,
they said.

The sources further said
Kejriwal is likely to quizzed
about an “untraceable” file
containing details of the expert
committee report and public
comments when the policy

was at a nascent stage of for-
mulation and referral of the
issue to Group of Ministers
(GoM) headed by Sisodia;
besides his possible conversa-
tion with suspects in the case.

The final role of Kejriwal in
the case, whether as a witness
or an accused, will be decided
while filing a charge sheet in
the case after considering mul-
tiple factors like evidence and
statements of other accused in
the case. As of now, Kejriwal
will be questioned as a witness,
they said.

The CBI is bracing for an
elaborate security arrangement
around its headquarters and
fixed Sunday for questioning as
the offices, mostly Government
ones, in the vicinity remain
closed. The agency had adopt-
ed the same strategy when
Sisodia was called at the agency
headquarters, where he was
grilled for eight hours before
being taken into custody.

The case relates to allega-
tions against the Delhi gov-
ernment’s excise policy for

2021-22 which was abused for
granting licences to liquor
traders who had allegedly paid
bribes for it.

Subsequently, the policy
was scrapped.

“It was further alleged that
irregularities were committed,
including modifications in
excise policy, extending undue
favours to the licensees, waiv-
er/reduction in license fee, the
extension of L-1 licence with-
out approval, etc.,” said a CBI
spokesperson after the FIR
was filed on August 17, 2022.

The CBI had filed its
charge sheet against seven
accused on November 25 last
year, but it had kept investiga-
tion open against prime
accused in the FIR then Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia.

The CBI has alleged in the
charge sheet that the Delhi
Government’s excise policy for
2021-22 was framed in a man-
ner to promote cartelisation
and monopoly at the wholesale
level.
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From Page 1
Even the Supreme Court

upheld the high court order in
2006.

Later, their mercy peti-
tions were rejected by the
Governor in 2013 and subse-
quently by the president in
2014.

Refusing to interfere with
the high court order, the top
court said the gravity of the
offence can be a relevant con-
sideration while commuting
the death sentence to life
imprisonment. However, inor-
dinate delay in disposal of the
mercy petitions can also be said
to be a relevant consideration
while commuting the death
sentence to life imprisonment.

“In view of the above, the
impugned judgment and order
passed by the high court com-
muting the death sentence to
life imprisonment is not
required to be interfered with,”
it said.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing on behalf of the
Union of India, submitted that
looking at the seriousness and
gravity of the offence commit-
ted by the accused, the high
court ought to have passed an
order to commute the death
sentence to life imprisonment
for natural life without any
remission. 

Noting her submissions,
the apex court modified the
sentence and directed that the
accused undergo life impris-
onment for natural life and
without any remission.
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From Page 1
They have also raised ques-

tions as to why Randhawa’s
statement called the fast anti-
party even before it took place.

Sources close to Pilot said
there has been no physical
meeting between him and
Randhawa. The Congress lead-
ership is caught in a peculiar
situation and wants to find a
middle path to the issue, party
sources said. Pilot reached
Delhi on Wednesday, a day
after he observed a fast in
Jaipur.  Both Gehlot and Pilot
were keen on the Chief
Minister’s post when the party
won in the State Assembly
elections in 2018. 
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From Page 1
While three deaths each

were reported from Delhi and
Rajasthan, two each were from
Chhattisgarh and Punjab and
one each from Himachal
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh ,Maharashtra,
Odisha, Puducherry, Tamil
Nadu, Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh besides nine recon-
ciled by Kerala, the data updat-
ed at 8 am stated.

Medical experts main-
tained that there is no need to
panic and people should follow

Covid-appropriate behaviour
and get their booster shots.

They also said this rise in
the number of cases could be
the result of more people get-
ting themselves tested for
Covid as a precaution when
they actually get infected with
the influenza virus and devel-
op fever and related symptoms.
The Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has said the
rise in the number of influen-
za cases is due to the Influenza
A subtype H3N2. The H3N2
virus is leading to more hospi-
talisation than the other sub-
types. The symptoms include a
runny nose, persistent cough
and fever.
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Stolen items, including

three mobile phones, two lap-
tops, five LED TVs with set top
boxes, iron, printer and other
ID Cards and purse of the com-
plainants were also recovered
from the car, police said.  The
accused was arrested and the
case property was seized, the
DCP said.

Singh dropped out of
school after Class 9 and com-
menced his robbery activities
in 1993. Following his first
detention in New Delhi, he
managed to flee from police
custody. 
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Amid the ongoing tussle
over power subsidy,  Delhi

Lieutenant-Governor VK
Saxena cleared the Arvind
Kejriwal Government’s elec-
tricity subsidy scheme. Earlier,
Delhi Power Minister Atishi on
Friday declared an end to all
such subsidies effective from
the coming week because the
L-G’s office had not cleared a
proposal sent by her office.

Lambasting the Power
Minister for making false and
misleading statement on power
subsidy, the Raj Niwas on
Friday said that the file related
to continuing power subsidy

was signed by Thursday late
and sent to Chief Minister on
Friday, before her Press
Conference. Subsidised elec-
tricity bills are a trademark of
the ruling Aam Aadmi Party -
similar measures are in place in
Punjab, the other state it rules,
and promises were made ahead
of elections in Goa and other
states last year.

“They are trying to save
face, having obviously been
caught on a very very embar-
rassing and wrong foot. The
Power Minister is advised to
refrain from unnecessary pol-
iticking and baseless false alle-
gations against LG. She should
stop misleading people with

false statements,” Raj Niwas
said in a statement soon after
Atishi held a press conference,
alleging that power subsidy to
nearly 46 lakh people in the city
will cease from Friday onwards

as Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena is yet to clear the
file to extend the subsidy to
consumers.

“If at all she and the Chief
Minister should answer the

people of Delhi as to why was
a decision in this regard kept
pending till 4th April when the
deadline was 15th April? Why
was the file sent to LG on 11th
April? And What was the need
for a drama on 13th April by
writing a letter and the Press
Conference today, after the LG
had already approved the file ?,”
reads the statement.

In what could emerge as
the latest flashpoint between
the city government and the Lt
Governor office, the minister
said she has sought a meeting
with Saxena over the issue but
there has been no response.
“The subsidy we give to 46 lakh
people will stop from today.

From Monday onwards, people
will get inflated bills without
subsidy,” she said in a press
conference here.

The minister said the
Delhi Cabinet has approved the
extension of power subsidy
for the year 2023-24 but the file
is still pending in the LG office.

“Till the file is approved
we can’t give subsidy. I even
sought time from the LG office
to discuss the matter but it’s
been more than 24 hours and
I have not been given time. The
file has also not come back yet,”
she alleged.  Atishi said that the
file was sent a few days back
and a response is still awaited.

“The budget for this sub-

sidy has been passed by the
Vidhan Sabha. The govern-
ment has money for subsidy
but we cannot spend it,” she
said.

On Thursday, the minister
also claimed she had sought a
five-minute meeting with
Saxena but had ‘not gotten
time…’ 

“It is deeply disappointing
that despite the urgency of the
issue, I have not gotten time…”
She tweeted a photo of a letter
she said had sent to Saxena’s
office and held the LG respon-
sible for delaying clearance
despite the AAP government
having approved subsidies for
another year.

The AAP government in
Delhi provides free electricity
to consumers with 200 units of
monthly consumption. Those
having 201 to 400 units of con-
sumption per month get a 50
per cent subsidy capped at Rs
850.  Last year, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal announced
that a power subsidy would be
provided to only those con-
sumers who apply for it.
According to official figures,
over 48 lakh among more than
58 lakh domestic consumers
have applied for power subsidy.
The AAP has government allo-
cated Rs 3,250 crore for power
subsidy in its budget for 2023-
24.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena on Friday

approved a proposal of the
Kejriwal Government allowing
a special audit by the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG)  empanelled
external auditors on power
subsidy amount disbursed to
the private distribution com-
panies (discoms) since 2016-17. 

In a note to the chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal,  L-G
Saxena also slammed the AAP
Government for avoiding audit
of subsidies amounting to
Rs.13,549 crore, given to pri-
vate DISCOMs for more than
6 years, between 2016 to 2022. 

The L-G has reiterated his
stand that power subsidy
should be provided to the poor,
pointing that amounts being
given to discoms be audited to
ensure non-pilferage. He has
also asked the Kejriwal gov-
ernment to expedite its appeal
in the Supreme Court against
a High Court order quashing
CAG audit of discoms, that has
been pending for more than
seven years, officials said.

The L-G and the AAP led
Arvind Kejriwal government
are engaged in a tussle over
power subsidy in Delhi, with
the latter alleging Saxena of try-
ing to stop the subsidy through
a conspiracy with the BJP.
There are several private dis-
coms in Delhi which supplies

electricity include BSES
Rajdjani Power Limited
(BRPL), BSES Yamuna Power
Limited (BYPL), Tata Power
Delhi Distribution Limited
(Tata Power-DDL), New Delhi
Municipal Council and MES
power station.

Saxena in his note has
underlined that audit by the
CAG (Comptroller and
Auditor General) empanelled
auditors cannot and should
not be considered as substitute
to CAG audit.  Repeating his
consent and commitment to
power subsidy for the poor,
Saxena has iterated that such
subsidies are public funds col-
lected as revenue from the
people of Delhi and it is the
prime responsibility of the gov-
ernment to ensure that benefits
reach the targeted population
rather than getting pilfered for
the gain of vested interests.

Allowing the proposal of
the government to conduct

audit through auditors empan-
elled with CAG, the LG has
underlined that audit of huge
amounts of public money
should be conducted by the
CAG.  The AAP government
had been perfunctorily asking
the Delhi Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) to con-
duct the audit since 2015,
though it could have invoked
Section 108 of the Electricity
Act, 2003 and given binding
directions to the DERC for the
same, said the LG note.

However, the DERC did
not conduct any audit, upon
which the Power department
through the Chief Secretary
moved a file for asking the
DERC to compulsorily carry
out audit invoking the Act in
December, 2022, which was
turned down by the then Dy.
Chief Minister and Power
Minister Manish Sisodia on
January 27, 2023, officials said.

The LG in his file noting to

the chief minister has written,
“What is even more astound-
ing is the fact that even after the
proposal to get special audit
done by the DERC by invoking
Section 108 of the Electricity
Act, 2003 was much belatedly
put forward by the department
in December, 2022, the same
was turned down by the then
Dy Chief Minister on January
27, 2023”.

Expressing surprise, the
LG said “..Public funds to the
tune of Rs 13,549 crore have
not been audited for the past six
years and have been passed on
to private discoms without any
substantive scrutiny as to
whether the subsidies meant
for the poor are reaching the
targeted population or not. “

“It has further surprised
me that it has taken the gov-
ernment six years to finally
invoke its power under section
108 of the Electricity Act, 2003
to issue directions to the DERC
to conduct special audit,
instead of perfunctorily taking
Cabinet decisions to this effect
for the last six years and con-
veying it to the DERC, but to
no avail,” Saxena further noted.
The amount of Rs 13,549 crore
was disbursed to the discoms
from 2016-17 to 2021-22.

The government provides
free electricity to people having
monthly consumption of 200
units. Those using 201-400
units per month get 50 per cent
subsidy capped at Rs 850.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his party’s

Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
on Friday accused the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
of “misleading” the court with
false evidence in the excise pol-
icy case. 

Kejriwal was talking to
reporters after attending the
Ambedkar Jayanti celebrations
at the Delhi Assembly while
Singh addressed a press con-
ference.

“The ED is taking false
statements by torturing people
and pressuring them. Even in
the case of Sanjay Singh, it has
come to the fore that the
accused gave a different state-
ment and the ED has written
something else in the charge
sheet,” Kejriwal said, replying to
a question about the ED’s
charge that his former deputy
Manish Sisodia destroyed his
mobile phones.

The chief minister said
that the ED has claimed that

Sisodia has broken his phones
but many of those phones are
in agency’s custody.  “The ED
is misleading the court with
false evidence, torturing people,
taking false statements. There
is nothing in this whole matter,
the whole matter is fabricated
and is based on false evidence.
This is not a good thing,” he
said. Kejriwal also said his
government was following the
footsteps of B R Ambedkar by
giving utmost importance to
education.  “Today is the birth-
day of Babasaheb Ambedkar,
the biggest shining star in the
history of India, who got high-
er education after a lot of
struggle and finally wrote the
Constitution of India,” he said.

“Babasaheb gave the
biggest message in his life that
everyone should get good edu-
cation. And following his path,
we too are giving utmost
importance to education.
Whether it is the child of the
poor or the child of the rich,
everyone should get good edu-
cation,” he added.
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Acity court has ordered that
real estate tycoon Gopal

Ansal should stand trial for
allegedly cheating and
defrauding a private company
and its promoters in the name
of investment in a building at
Connaught Place here in 1991.
Metropolitan Magistrate
Yashdeep Chahal ordered
framing of charges against
Ansal for the alleged offence,
including cheating, forgery
and criminal conspiracy.

The court, however, dis-
charged Sushil Ansal, who
was a director of the accused
company, Ansal Properties
which was developing the
Statesman House here, saying
the materials on record were
“grossly insufficient.” “Apart
from a bare statement that the
fraud was not possible without
the involvement of all the
directors, there is nothing on
record to implicate him,” the
judge noted in an order passed
on April 4.

The court adjourned the
matter for June 1 for formally
framing of the charges against
the accused. According to the
complaint, the complainant,
Sachdeva & Sons Industries
Pvt. Ltd. had in 1991 invested
in Statesman House, which
was being developed by Ansal
Properties at Connaught Place,
New Delhi through one

Krishan Bakshi, now deceased,
who was working at the com-
plainant company and was
known to co-accused Gopal
Ansal.

However, later the com-
plainants learned that the
receipts were issued only in the
name of Bakshi and that too
towards the payment of a sin-
gle flat in the project. The
accused persons conspired to
deceive the complainant in
order to extract money from
them and diverted that
amount for booking a flat
solely in the name of Bakshi,
the complaint alleged.

During investigation it
appeared that Bakshi had
booked a flat at Statesman
House in January 1992 with
Ansal Properties, the court
noted. The investigation also
reveals that the entire amount
received from the complainant
for booking a property in
Statesman House was found to
be diverted in favour of the
individual booking of Bakshi
for a flat, it noted.
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Installing CCTV cameras,
restricting entry of outsiders,

hiring private security and
increasing the height of bound-
ary walls — these were among
the measures suggested by a
Delhi University (DU) panel to
augment security in the wake of
the IP College harassment inci-
dent. According to a committee
member,  the guidelines have
been prepared by the DU in col-
laboration with Delhi Police.
This is expected to be notified
on Monday, the official added.

“We have prepared the
guidelines after holding sever-
al meetings and analysing the
incident at IPCW College. We
do not want the such incident
be repeated in the future.
“The guidelines were prepared.
However, there were some

inputs from the Delhi Police, we
are including those as well. It
will be notified on Monday,” the
official said. The guidelines
were prepared in the wake of
several all-women colleges wit-
nessing such harassment inci-
dents during cultural festivals.
The recent incident took place
at Indraprastha College for
Women (IPCW), where on
March 28, students alleged that
they were harassed by
‘unknown’ men during a fest.

The students staged sever-
al protests, demanding princi-
pal Poonam Kumria’s resigna-
tion and accountability on the
part of the college. Following
their protests, the DU formed a
committee on April 3 to look
into “the grievances raised by
the students” and asked the
panel to submit its report in a
week.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday said

some “anti-national” people in
the country sent Manish
Sisodia to jail because they do
not want quality education for
Dalit and underprivileged chil-
dren. Kejriwal also said he
holds B R Ambedkar in high-
er regard than Mahatma
Gandhi because of his unshak-
able resolve in the face of
adversities in pursuit of edu-
cation. Addressing an event to
mark Ambedkar Jayanti,
Kejriwal said Ambedkar
dreamt of quality education for
all in government schools, but
“these people ruined govern-
ment schools in the last 75
years and private schools
mushroomed in the country”.
“God sent a man named
Manish Sisodia to correct this
wrong. He would go on a
round of Delhi schools starting
at 6 am. He turned things
around within five years. We

can say Amdekar’s dream is
being realized in Delhi.

“But some anti-national
powers don’t want the country
to progress. Who are these
people who do not want Dalit
students to get good education.
All these people together sent
Sisodia to jail. These people are
enemies of the country,” he
alleged.  He added that those
who dared to revolutionize the
education sector in the past

were imprisoned by autocrats.
Kejriwal said some people

also got the Jai Bhim
Mukhyamantri Pratibha Vikas
Yojana stalled but he will get
the scheme resumed in a
month. Free coaching is given
to underprivileged students
under the scheme. The Delhi
CM said India gave birth to
many great personalities but
“Ambedkar was the brightest of
them all”.
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Senior Delhi Congress leader
and former MLA from

Sultanpur Majra, Jai Kishan  on
Friday placed floral tributes at
the statue of social reformer,
economist and jurist Dr BR
Ambedkar on his birth
anniversary at the party’s head-
quarters.   The Congress leader
accused the BJP-led Centre
and the Arvind Kejriwal
Government of attacking and
weakening the Constitution
and paying only lip service to
its architect, BR Ambedkar.  He
said the Congress is committed
towards ensuring social justice
for the oppressed communities.

Jai Kishan said that the
Congress is the only party
which is honouring Baba Saheb

Ambedkar’s legacy.  The
Congress leader  said
Ambedkar was the architect of
the Indian Constitution and
contributed to promoting
social harmony and equality.
He saw education as a potent
tool that could equally empow-
er every citizen to build an egal-
itarian society and worked
throughout his life for the wel-
fare and rights of the backward

sections of society and the
poor, he added.

“We all greatly respect him
as the Architect of India’s
Constitution. He was instru-
mental in establishing a large
number of robust institutions
and made several important
interventions to end caste dis-
crimination, gender inequality
and divisive politics,” the
Congress  leader said.
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The transport department
will soon start a study to

examine the feasibility of con-
verting Government trucks
into Electric Vehicles to reduce
pollution levels in Delhi. The
study, to be conducted by the
International Council on Clean
Transportation (ICCT), will
commence next week and the
recommendations will be sub-
mitted in a couple of months.

Explaining the idea behind
the study, Amit Bhatt, ICCT
managing director (India), told
PTI, “We are trying to see if we
can electrify the government
trucks like garbage disposal
trucks, water tankers, horti-
culture trucks. In order to do
that, we will see their energy
consumption so that in future,
when they are electrified, we
will know what kind of battery

they will need and the charg-
ing infrastructure that will be
needed.” Bhatt said trucks cause
a lot of emission and their elec-
trification is needed.

“We have finalised the
data collection method and
will start the study soon,” he
added. As part of the study, an
on-board device will  be
installed in the vehicle that
will capture data related to its
mobility profile and energy

consumption in various phas-
es, he said.

“The data will be simulat-
ed on our software and it will
be studied how much benefit
will be derived from its elec-
trification. It will be assessed
how big a battery will be need-
ed since the cost of the battery
is the main thing. Charging
infrastructure will also be need-
ed. We will install these devices
in 10-15 vehicles,” he said.
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In a dispute, a constable
allegedly thrashed a woman

assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
and also threatened to kill her
inside the premises of Sector
37 police station, police said.

Following the incident,
the woman Station House
Officer (SHO) of Sector 37
police station was transferred
with immediate effect by the
Police Commissioner. Sources
said that the Constable will
also be suspended soon.

According to the police
the incident took place inside
the Sector 37 police station on
Wednesday night when verbal
arguments started between
Constable Pravesh and ASI
Poonam when the ASI asked
the Constable to not interfere
in her work. 

Soon after, a fight broke
out between them and the
duo started fighting each
other. Later other cops inter-
vened and separated both of
them.

At that time Inspector
Sunita, SHO, was not present
at the police station and later
she reached the police station
and sorted out the matter. On
Thursday, ASI Sunita filed a
complaint against Constable

Pravesh and accused him of
beating and threatening to kill
her. 

Following her complaint,
an FIR was registered against
the Constable under various
Sections of the IPC at Sector
10 A police station. A senior
police officer requesting
anonymity confirms that
SHO Inspector Sunita has
been transferred to the police
line.
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A34-year-old man has been
booked for mischief after

he climbed up an electricity
tower here with overhead
transmission lines, to demand
the release of a controversial
YouTuber arrested by the
Bihar police, officials said on
Friday.

The drama unfolded at
the tower near the Jaypee fly-
over in Sector 128 on Thursday
evening, prompting immediate
deployment of police and fire
brigade personnel who used a
hydraulic crane to bring down
the person safely after almost
three hours, they said.

However, the police on
Friday booked the person,
identified as Karan Thakur, a
resident of Siwan in Bihar, on
charges of public mischief,
attempt to provoke breach of

peace and assault on govern-
ment officials to deter them
from carrying out their duties.
A police officer said the inci-
dent started around 7.30 pm in
the Sector 126 police station
area.

“The person who had
climbed up the electricity
tower was demanding the
release of YouTuber Manish
Kashyap and that charges
imposed under the National
Security Act against him be
revoked,” the officer said.

“Police officials from the
ground urged him to come
down but to no avail. Then a
hydraulic crane was brought in
using which Chief Fire Officer
Pradeep Choubey and ACP
(Noida 1) Rajneesh Verma
went up the tower, pacified and
convinced the man to come
down with them,” the officer
added.
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The first-of-its-kind nation-
al sports centre equipped

with the state-of-the–art train-
ing facilities of global stan-
dards for Divyang (persons
with special needs) players at
Madhya Pradesh’s Gwalior is
all set to become functional by
June 2023. The construction
work at the Rs 170 crore pro-
ject is moving at the fast pace,
said an official from the Union
Social,  Justice and
Empowerment Ministry. He
said that the training facilities
will be at par with the latest in
the world so as to enable the
sports persons from the sec-
tor to effectively compete and
win medals in Paralympics,
Deaf lympics,  Special
Olympics and other
International  events for
sportspersons with disabilities.

The Cabinet had approved

the project in 2019 even though
the late Union Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley had announced
the setting up of such a facili-
ty in his 2014-15 Budget
speech.

The official said that, “at
present, no specialized sports
training facilities for
Divyangjan exist in the coun-

try. This centre proposes to fill
the void by setting up sports
infrastructure so that these
persons can undergo rigorous
and specialized training in
the Centre.”

“At the macro level, the
proposal is expected to help
build up confidence and devel-
op a sense of belonging in

Divyangjan to facilitate their
integration in society.”

Giving details about the
facilities, he said that the
Centre will be equipped with
an outdoor athletic stadium,
indoor sports complex, an
aquatic centre with a covered
and an outdoor pool among
others like research, spectator
galleries suitable for holding
national/international events.

Talking about the sport
disciplines, the official said,
these include badminton,
basketball, table tennis, vol-
leyball, judo, taekwondo,
fencing and rugby boccia,
goalball, football 5 a side,
para dance sport and para
powerl i f t ing,  athlet ics ,
archery,  football 7 a side, ten-
nis and swimming.

Though so far there has
been no central run sports
centres for the sector, a few
NGOs like the Aditya Mehta
Foundation which aids people

with disabilities to pursue
sports, has come forward to
launch ‘Infinity Para-Sports
Academy & Rehab Center,’in
Hyderabad.

“The national sports cen-
tre at Gwalior is in line with
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016
which requires the govern-
ment to take steps to ensure
effective participation of dis-
abled persons in sports activ-
ities by creating appropriate
infrastructure,”  said Suvarna
Raj, a polio stricken well-
known para-athlete in power-
lifting, table tennis, and now
athletics. She said that such
initiatives go a long way in
boosting morale as well as
empowering the sector also.

“The sector is brimming
with talent including in sports
streams. They just need a help-
ing hand,” noted Raj who is also
keen to start an academy for
disabled children.
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The Congress has written to
Google parent company

Alphabet seeking clarification
whether there has been “sup-
pression” of YouTube videos of
or related to their leader Rahul
Gandhi. 

Along with the letter to
Google the grand old party has
shared its own research claim-
ing video viewership on Rahul
Gandhi’s YouTube channel fell
to 3 million per week after his
Adani controversy speech in
the Parliament, from 6 million
previously.

AICC sources said the
request for enquiry has been
sent last week to Alphabet’s
CEO Sundar Pichai. The grand
old party last month had urged
YouTube’s chief product officer
Neal Mohan demanding the
crucial piece of information on
their former party chief who’s
popularity and reach is
assumed to be augmented dur-
ing the Bharat Jodo Yatra by
over 10 million per week.

In the letter to Pichai,
AICC data analytics chief
Praveen Chakravarty, claimed
that Rahul Gandhi’s YouTube
channel “experienced a sudden
and mysterious drop in view-
ership” after his Adani contro-
versy speech in the Parliament
which however stands
expunged from the Parliament
record as well. 

Rahul is now stands dis-
qualified as MP in Lok Sabha
after being convicted by a Surat
court last month. His appeal in
this regard is to be heard on
April 20 though the Gandhi
scion started the process of
vacating his Lutyens Bungalow
on Friday.

“What explains such
volatility? Surely, the sudden
drop in viewership post a crit-
ical speech is not coincidence
but suppression?”. This is a
troubling pattern, especially
when seemingly neutral social
media platforms remain the
lone outlets for opposition
voices,” Chakravarty men-
tioned in his letter to Pichai.

This is not the first time
Congress has raised issues per-
taining to its social media
alleged irregularities issues with
other platforms including
Facebook and microblogging
website twitter. 

In its last month commu-
nication to Neal Mohan as
mentioned above, the party

raised issues following which
Google is understood to have
conveyed to look into the mat-
ter. Congress mentioned that at
one point of time the news con-
tent related to Rahul Gandhi
and party reached to 11 million
per week. 

“Now almost like a switch
was turned back on again.
This is a troubling pattern,
especially when seemingly neu-
tral social media platforms
remain the lone outlets for
Opposition voices, Chakravarty
wrote. 

A senior Congress leader
said that it is not a good sign
if an independent internation-
al social media platform also
gets under influence of a gov-
ernment or any
institution/political party. 

“When the national media
was not giving us due coverage
of the historic 4000 kms long
Kanniyakumari to Kashmir
Rahul Gandhi led Bharta Jodo
Yatra for over four months then
party took to social media
platforms and there was
immense support from the cit-
izens and that continued until
the famous Adani speech by
our leader. Ever since then
views dipped and it’s a concern
as this is the only platform
helping us to reach every nook
and corner of the country. We
hope Google look into such
allegations by one of the worlds
oldest political party,” expressed
the leader to The Pioneer.
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Trying to  ‘further integrate’
socially-backwards sections

in its fold  across the States, the
BJP on Friday paid rich tribute
to Bhim Rao Ambedkar saying
that the policies of Prime
Minster Narendra Modi were
aimed at providing economic
and social justice to the “weak-
est in the social ladder.” The
BJP said the Central
Government  has also
announced  five historical
places associated with
Ambedkar as ‘Panchtirth’ (five
pilgrim sites).

In his message on the birth
anniversary of Ambedkar, the
Prime Minister  described  the
late leader as a social reformer,
economist, jurist and the archi-
tect of India’s Constitution.

In a tweet, Modi  termed
Ambedkar as someone  who
“dedicated his life to the
empowerment of the deprived
and the exploited sections of
society”. The BJP has organised
events and functions across  all
the States to celebrate
Ambedkar’s birth anniversary
with its leaders making con-

tacts with the social deprived
sections of the society, said the
party.

BJP president JP Nadda
said Prime Minister Modi is
working to fulfil the dream of
Bhimrao Ambedkar by work-
ing for the development and
prosperity of all sections of the
society. In his remarks after
paying tributes to the architect
of the Constitution on his birth
anniversary, Nadda said the
Modi government has accord-
ed the due respect and honour
on Ambedkar and noted that
for the first time his 125th birth
anniversary was celebrated in
the United Nations.

The government
announced five historical
places associated with
Ambedkar as ‘Panchtirth’(five
pilgrim sites) and developed
them to inform people about
his life and contributions, he
said. Modi took the decision to
celebrate April 14 as “Samrasta
Diwas” in the memory of

Ambedkar and special memo-
rial coins were also released on
his 125th birth anniversary, he
said. A national memorial in
Ambedkar’s honour was dedi-
cated to the nation in 2018,
Nadda said.

The BJP president said the
real tributes to Ambedkar
would be to follow the path
shown by him and work for the
weaker sections of our society
and asserted that the ruling
party has been following his
ideals and principles.

This reflects in all policies
and programmes implement-
ed by the government at the
Centre and in the states ruled
by the BJP, he said.

The BJP president said
all the programmes, projects
and policies which are being
implemented under Modi’s
leadership are all aimed at the
upliftment, empowerment,
economic development and
social justice of the poorest of
the poor.
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The Congress accused the
BJP-led Centre on Friday

of attacking and weakening the
Constitution and paying only
lip service to its architect, BR
Ambedkar.

On Ambedkar’s birth
anniversary, senior Congress
leader Kumari Selja alleged
that incidents of atrocities
against the members of the
Scheduled Caste (SC) and
tribal communities have gone
up under the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) regime, and
accused the ruling party of
weakening the social security
of the SCs, Scheduled Tribes
(STs) and Other Backward
Classes (OBCs).

She said the Congress is
committed towards ensuring
social justice for the oppressed
communities and promised
that it will set up a national
council of social justice, intro-
duce a socio-economic caste
census and bring a “Rohith
Vemula Act” to protect SC, ST
and OBC students in educa-
tional institutions across the
country.

“Although the prime min-
ister, the BJP and the RSS pay
lip service to Babasaheb

Ambedkar, they are destroying
everything he worked to
achieve in his life and are
attacking the Constitution,
weakening the economic posi-
tion and social security of
Dalits and backward classes,
and spreading hatred,” Selja
told reporters here.

“The Congress is strong-
ly committed to social justice
for all communities. In our
Raipur resolution, we have
committed to systematic
efforts, reversing the
(Narendra) Modi govern-
ment’s attack on social justice
through measures, including
creating a new national coun-
cil of social justice, conducting
a socio-economic caste census
along with the census every
decade, passing a Rohith
Vemula Act to protect SC, ST
and OBC students in educa-
tional institutions and ensur-
ing an effective implementa-
tion of the SC-ST (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act,” she added.
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The three-day International
Conference on Defence

Finance and Economics
(ICDFE-2023) concluded in
New Delhi on Friday. Chief of
the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal
VR Chaudhari was the Chief
Guest at the valedictory session
of the conference.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh had inaugurated the con-
ference on April 12. Organised
by Ministry of Defence
(Finance), it witnessed partici-
pation of over 350 eminent
policy makers, academics and
government officials from with-
in the country and abroad.
Delegates from USA, UK, Japan,
Australia, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh
and Kenya attended the con-

ference, across eight business
sessions, officials said here on
Friday. Discussions ranged from
international perspective on
strategic allocation of defence
budget, the importance of
human resource management
in Defence and the significance
of defence spending for a state’s
national security.

The panelists also discussed
the defence finance perspective,
including the significance of
defence procurement and time-
ly payments including the
implementation of a faceless bill
processing and payment system
that the Defence Accounts
Department is currently imple-
menting.

$����,�������������������%����!�
�����!����%-(,./.0�!��!�
���

��	�������1�����������
01.�21+�/

The Indian Coast Guard
rescued a critically-ill

fisherman off Mumbai coast
on Thursday and evacuated
him to the hospital for further
treatment.  

The patient was identified
as Mahesh Savlaram Pavaris,
50.  He was suffering from
paralysis attack.

Giving details here on
Friday, officials said the
Marit ime Rescue
Coordination Centre
(MRCC), Mumbai received
information from owner of
IFB Parvati Nandan Ganesh
regarding Indian fisherman
Mahesh Savlaram Pavari.

Considering the critical-
ity of the patient, nearest

Search and Rescue Unit of the
Indian Coast Guard Ship
Arush on patrol was diverted.
ICG Ship carried out safe
medical evacuation of critical
patient at 50 nautical miles
west of Mumbai.

The patient was provided

with Oxygen and intravenous
medication. 

The patient was there-
after transferred safely for
further medical management
at Bombay Hospital, Mumbai
with assistance of fishing boat
owner.
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Opposition parties have
broadly agreed to keep

contentious issues aside and
contest the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections together to take on
the BJP, a senior opposition
leader and former Union
Minister said on Friday amid
efforts by top leaders of non-
NDA parties to forge a united
front. Earlier this week,
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi held
a series of meetings, including
with NCP supremo Sharad
Pawar, Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, RJD leader and
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav and JD(U)
President Rajiv Ranjan Singh
Lallan.

During these meetings, top
opposition leaders broadly
agreed that they will go to the
people with issues on which
there is consensus, the leader
said on condition of anonymi-
ty. A proposal to form a com-
mittee, comprising leaders like
Pawar, Congress leader
Digvijaya Singh, CPI(M) leader
Sitaram Yechury and
Samajwadi Party leader Ram
Gopal Yadav was also dis-
cussed during these meetings
to reach out to political fence-
sitters, the leader said.

Trinamool Congress, Aam
Aadmi Aadmi Party,
Samajwadi Party and Bharat

Rashtara Samithi have not
clearly spelt out their views on
contesting the next Lok Sabha
elections in alliance with the
Congress and other like-mind-
ed parties.

A suggestion for a com-
mon minimum programme of
the opposition alliance was
also discussed during the meet-
ings chaired by Kharge.

Rahul Gandhi’s strident
criticism of Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar had created unease
among the opposition camp
with Shiv Sena (Thackeray fac-
tion) saying that hurling such
insults at the freedom fighter
will not help the Congress.

“By insulting Savarkar, the
sympathy for Rahul Gandhi
will go down. In fact, it will be
difficult for the Congress lead-
ers in the state to face the pub-
lic as Savarkar is present in
every nook and corner of the
state,” read an editorial in Shiv
Sena (UBT) mouthpiece
‘Saamana’last month.

Another issue is also the
Congress’constant targeting of
the Adani Group.

Pawar’s remarks about the
Adani Group being targeted by
“little known” financial
research groups and the NCP
leader favouring a Supreme
Court-monitored probe into
the group instead of a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) was seen as a divergent
view from that of Congress.
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Anine-year-old girl died and
61 people, including sever-

al children, were injured on
Friday when a footbridge col-
lapsed due to overloading as peo-
ple swarmed it during Baisakhi
celebrations in Jammu &
Kashmir’s Udhampur district,
Beni Sangam in the Bain village
of Chenani block around 2 pm,
officials said. The government
has ordered a probe led by
Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur into the collapse.

Deputy Commissioner,
Udhampur  Krittika Jyotsana
said that a total 62 people were
injured out of which 25 were
shifted to District Hospital
Udhampur. Out of 25, 6 critically

injured were referred to GMC
&H Jammu. A large number of
women, children and senior cit-
izens were injured in the foot
bridge collapse. Initially, local vil-
lagers along with policemen
rushed the injured to a nearby
community health centre in
Chenani. 

The rescue teams were also
rushed from the district head-
quarters to evacuate the injured
people assembled in the Bain vil-
lage to attend Baisakhi celebra-
tions. SSP Udhampur Vinod
Kumar said, the local police
teams along with CRPF men
were deployed in the area. 
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Kerala’s Vishu festivities got
a shot in the arm on Friday

as the Vande Bharat Express
connecting Thiruvanantha-
puram with Kannur in six
hours, reached the State on
Friday. This will be the train
service with highest speed ply-
ing in the State. 

Though the Vande Bharat
Express could touch a maxi-
mum speed of 150 km per
hour, it may take couple of
years for the train to reach that
level because of the unique
topography of Kerala and the
sharp curves in the rail route,
according to senior officials of
Southern Railway based in the

State. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to flag off
the high speed train from
Thiruvananthapuram on April
25. 

The State wore a festive
look on Friday itself, though
the Vishu, the main festival of
Kerala falls on Saturday. But
Friday was the new year day for
the Malayalis as it was the first
of the Malayalam month
Medam.

“The Vande Bharat Express
starts plying without displacing
a single family from the route”,
said K Gopalakrishnan, a
lawyer in Thrissur practising in
the Kerala High Court. He
pointed out that the K Rail,
thye much hyped project spon-

sored by the Kerala
Government remains a non-
starter because of resistance by

the people who would be dis-
placed by the 550 km long rail.

The Railways is yet to

announce the fare for the ser-
vice though official sources
said that  a ticket between
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kannur would be on the high-
er side of  �1000.

Warm reception was
accorded to the Vande Bharat
Express at Palakkad, Thrissur,
Ernakulam and Kottayam as
the train was being taken to
Thiruvananthapuram on
Friday as a prelude to the trial
run scheduled for next week.

The ruling CPI-M said in
a statement that the Vande
Bharat Express was a pale
shadow of what was promised
by the Centre as it could not
travel at its peak speed any-
where in the stretch.
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Former Karnataka Deputy
Chief Minister Laxman

Savadi, who announced his
decision to resign from the pri-
mary membership of the BJP
after being denied a ticket to
contest in the May 10 Assembly
elections, joined the Congress
on Friday.

He would now be the
grand old party’s candidate in
Athani in Belagavi district,
Congress leaders said.

Savadi, a Lingayat leader in
Belagavi, on Friday resigned
from the Legislative Council
and the BJP before heading to
the office of the Congress, his
new political home.

“From today onwards, I
have no connection with the
BJP… I will be a devoted and
loyal worker of Congress just as
I was in the BJP for 20 to 25
years,” Savadi said at a press
conference after joining the
party.

He was f lanked by
Congress state president D K
Shivakumar, Congress nation-

al general secretary and
Karnataka in charge Randeep
Singh Surjewala and Election
Campaign Committee
Congress and MLA M B Patil.

Savadi said he had helped
BJP candidates Shrimant Patil
in Kagwad and Mahesh
Kumathalli in Athani to win
the 2019 bypolls following the
disqualification of 17 MLAs,
which led to the fall of the H D
Kumaraswamy-led Congress-
JD(S) coalition government.

“I was also instrumental in
the BJP’s victory in 13 con-
stituencies due to which I was
made the deputy chief minis-
ter. The BJP had promised
that I would contest the 2023
assembly election but they
backtracked,” Savadi said.

Savadi said the BJP lead-
ership had promised to give
tickets to all the 17 people who
helped BJP form the govern-
ment in 2019 but R Shankar
was “dumped”.
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JD(S) on Friday announced its
second list of 49 candidates

for the May 10 Assembly elec-
tions in Karnataka.

Ending the suspense about
the Hassan seat, the party has
fielded HP Swaroop, over-
looking JD(S) patriarch and
former PM H D Deve Gowda’s
daughter-in-law Bhavani
Revanna, who had been firm
on contesting from there.

The Hassan seat had
become a major bone of con-
tention as Bhavani Revanna,
who had thrown her hat in the
ring, refused to relent till the
last minute, despite her broth-
er-in-law and JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy repeatedly
making it clear that she would

not be fielded, and instead a
“loyal party worker” would be
made to contest.

Bhavani Revanna, a former
Hassan zilla panchayat member
is the wife of Kumaraswamy’s
elder brother H D Revanna. 

Announcing Swaroop’s
name as Hassan candidate,
Kumaraswamy flanked by his
brother Revanna said, “The
name has been finalised with
the consent of Revanna and
Bhavani, and the blessings of H
D Deve Gowda.”

Among other names that
find mention in the list are sit-
ting MLAs H D Revanna
(Holenarasipura), K S Lingesh
(Belur), H K Kumaraswamy
(Sakleshpur), and C N
B a l a k r i s h n a
(Shravanabelagola).
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Launching a veiled attack on
the BJP-led NDA, Bihar

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
on Friday said those who vote
for them in the next year’s Lok
Sabha elections will bring
“destruction” on themselves.

Kumar, who dumped the
BJP in August last year and
formed the Mahagathbandhan
government, claimed that he
has been working to forge
opposition unity.

“I am working towards
forging opposition unity...But I
am not a claimant for the
prime minister’s post. All oppo-
sition parties are united over
forming an alliance against the
BJP-led Government at the
Centre before the 2024 gener-
al elections,” the JD(U) supre-
mo said.

He was addressing party
workers at a JD(U) office here

on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of Bhim Rao
Ambedkar, the architect of
India’s Constitution.

“I must tell one thing that

those who will vote for them
(BJP) in the coming general
elections will bring destruction
on themselves and the country
…and those who will vote for

us will ensure the well-being of
themselves, the country and the
State,” Kumar said.

The Chief Minister
claimed that his only goal was
to work for “unifying the oppo-
sition to unseat the BJP from
power”.

On several occasions in the
past, Kumar said he was look-
ing forward to play a “positive”
role in forging opposition unity
against the ruling NDA at the
Centre. “I met several opposi-
tion leaders, including the
Congress and the Left parties,
in Delhi. We had very positive
and constructive meet-
ings...Now I will talk to other
non-BJP parties and will go on
a visit across the country,” the
CM said.

During his two-day visit to
Delhi earlier this week, Kumar
and Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Yadav met
AICC president Mallikarjun

Kharge and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi.

Kumar also held discus-
sions with several other oppo-
sition leaders, including Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

Accusing the BJP of
indulging in dividing society
into religious lines, Kumar said
that the “BJP is desperate to
rewrite history and people
know what they did during the
freedom struggle”.

“They had no contribution
in the fight for the country’s
freedom. They are simply try-
ing to spread hatred. They
need to be wiped out from the
entire country. People should
remain alert about such forces,”
Kumar claimed.

The JD(U) leader also
alleged that the “BJP-led
Government at the Centre has
done nothing for the country or
Bihar, other than propaganda”.
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi must apologise and

withdraw his remarks against
late Hindutva ideologue V D
Savarkar before entering
Maharashtra, State BJP chief
Chandrashekhar Bawankule
said here on Friday. It evoked
a sharp reaction from
Bawankule’s Congress coun-
terpart Nana Patole who said
that Gandhi did not need the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s per-
mission to visit the State.
Speaking in Nagpur,
Bawankule was responding to
reporters’ questions about talk
of Rahul Gandhi’s imminent
visit to Mumbai to meet former
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray.

The Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena and Congress along with
the Nationalist Congress Party
constitute the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) alliance in
Maharashtra. The BJP has
accused Gandhi of repeatedly
“insulting” Savarkar, while the
latter has time and again
referred to the late freedom
fighter’s ‘apology’ to British
rulers when he was incarcerat-
ed in Andaman’s Cellular Jail.

“We do not have any objec-
tion if Rahul Gandhi visits
‘Matoshree’ (Thackeray’s home
in Mumbai). But Rahul Gandhi
had repeatedly and purposely
targeted Savarkar. Therefore,
before coming to Maharashtra,
he must apologise first and take
back his remarks against
Savakar,” said Bawankule.
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Organisers of an event in
Gujarat claimed “hun-

dreds of people” belonging to
Dalit and tribal communities
embraced Buddhism on the
occasion of the 132nd birth
anniversary of social reformer
BR Ambedkar on Friday.

The event was preceded by
a mega rally organised by an
outfit called Swayam Sainik Dal
(SSD) in Gujarat’s capital

Gandhinagar, which saw par-
ticipation from thousands of
people, mostly Dalits and trib-
als. 

The rally was organised to
mark Ambedkar’s birth
anniversary. Participants from
across the State gathered at
Adalaj town in Gandhinagar
district and then reached an
open ground in Sector 11 in the
State capital. 

At the ground, rally organ-
isers claimed “hundreds of

people” belonging to scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes
renounced Hinduism and
embraced Buddhism by taking
‘Dhamma Diksha’ (ritual of
conversion). 

The initiation ceremony
was presided over by Buddhist
monk Bhante Pragyaratna. The
organisers, however, did not
provide the exact number of
people who converted to
Buddhism at the venue.
Notably, Ambedkar, along with

his thousands of followers,
embraced Buddhism on
October 14, 1956, at Nagpur. 

Those who embraced
Buddhism at the Gandhinagar

gathering took 22 vows which
the chief architect of the
Constitution took while
embracing Buddhism more
than 66 years ago. 

These 22 pledges essen-
tially ask the person embracing
Buddhism to shun religious
beliefs related to Hinduism.
“While lakhs of people attend-
ed the rally, hundreds
embraced Buddhism at our
gathering. 

While some of them have

already submitted applications
to respective district collector
office to legalise their conver-
sion, the others will do the
same soon,” said Ashvin
Parmar, a media convener of
SSD, a Dalit organisation which
has no specific leadership or
hierarchy. 

On the occasion, several
speakers claimed Dalits and
tribals are forced to leave
Hinduism because of caste-
based discrimination.
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Exuding confidence that BRS
would form the

Government at the Centre after
the 2024 Lok Sabha Polls,
Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on Friday
said that the Dalit Bandhu
scheme would be implement-
ed across the country after the
party came to power.

The Dalit Bandhu scheme,
launched in 2021 offers �10 lakh
to Scheduled Caste families as
a 100 per cent grant to start a
business. The funds given
under the direct benefit trans-
fer scheme need not be repaid.

Addressing a public meeting
after unveiling a 125 ft-tall
statue of B R Ambedkar here,
KCR said the BRS party was
getting a tremendous response
from Maharashtra and was
expecting a similar reaction
from West Bengal, Bihar, and
Uttar Pradesh.

“I will tell you certain
things. In this 2024 Parliament

elections, the next government
is ours, ours, and ours. Some of
our enemies may not be able to
digest this. But one spark is
enough to light,” he said.

Unveiling the Ambedkar
statue here on a grand scale on
Friday, the birth anniversary of
the architect of the
Constitution, he said even after
70 years after the Constitution
came into effect, Dalits were
still the poorest in the country,
which was shameful.

Pitching for change in the
country, Rao said political par-
ties may win or lose, but the
people of the country should
win.
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Tamil Nadu BJP president K
Annamalai on Friday

alleged that “kickbacks of �200
crore” had been channelled by
a multinational company
through two shell firms to
“Chief Minister M K Stalin for
DMK’s 2011 election fund”.
He said he would lodge a com-
plaint with the CBI, seeking a
probe into what he called
“DMK Files”.

The ruling DMK dismissed
the allegation as “laughable,
baseless and unfounded” and
said legal action would be ini-
tiated against Annamalai. Top

DMK leader Duraimurugan
dismissed the allegations as a
mere political stunt.

Annamalai, referring to
the DMK rule between 2006
and 2011, alleged that pay-
ments were received by the
party as kickbacks from a com-

pany that won a bid related to
the execution of Chennai
Metro Rail Phase I project.

The BJP leader told
reporters at the state party
headquarters here that the
Central Government had noti-
fied a policy on May 5, 2010
stipulating norms for evalua-
tion of bids submitted by for-
eign companies.

Days before the closure of
bids for the project, an adden-
dum was brought in and a “sec-
ond firm” came up to the “first
position”, which won the bid,
Annamalai alleged. The spe-
cific change made was with-
drawn later.
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Over 3,000 lawmakers from
every State and Union

Territory are expected to gath-
er for the first-ever National
Legislators’ Conference Bharat
(NLC Bharat) to be held in
Mumbai in June this year.

The three-day conference
will see MLAs and MLCs dis-
cuss case studies such as
Uttarakhand’s initiatives of
bringing its unemployment
figures from the highest down
to the lowest in the country,
Kerala’s Covid management
pandemic and the story of an
MLA from Nagaland who
came up with an elaborate

plan to provide training and
gainful employment to over
one lakh youth.

The NLC Bharat, support-
ed by various state legislatures,
will be held from June 15-17.
MIT School of Governance,
Atulya Bharat Nirman
Foundation and Bhartiya
Chhatra Sansad are jointly

organising the conference.
“NLC Bharat will enable

legislators to engage in mean-
ingful interactions and knowl-
edge-sharing opportunities.
Several plenary sessions and
discussions would include
excelling in legislative debates,
welfare schemes, the best uti-
lization of MLA local area
development funds, and use of
technology for the economic
welfare of constituencies,” a
statement from the organisers
said.

The non-partisan platform
will unite MLAs and MLCs to
showcase their commendable
practices and exchange innov-
ative ideas, it said.
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Keshub Mahindra, 99,
uncle of Anand Mah-
indra and Chairman

Emeritus of the Mahindra
Group passed away on
Wednesday. Considered wid-
ely the statesman of Indian
industry, Keshub Mahindra
was one of the few and last
generation of industrialists
and businessmen known for
following value systems in
everyday business. These dis-
tinguished stalwarts set the
benchmark for the Indian
industry and established a
very high degree of ethical
standards and quality busi-
ness practices for the next
generation to emulate and fol-
low. Keshub Mahindra was a
shining example of integrity,
and ethics in business.

Born in 1923 in Shimla
and graduated from Wharton
School at the University of
Pennsylvania in the US,
Keshub looked up to JRD
Tata and Nanaji Deshmukh as
his mentors. This probably
helped chisel his legendary
leadership qualities which in
turn reflected in how the
Mahindra group made
progress in leaps and bounds.
The unwavering trust and
respect shown by him in his
team and the empowerment

provided resulted in the
Mahindra team working with
full creativity and making
amazing product innovations
in relatively less period of time
and becoming a force to reck-
on with in the Indian auto-
mobile industry. This pristine
culture of treating all as col-
leagues made the M&M
group a highly efficient team
that was well poised to fully
leverage the opportunities,
especially the various service
businesses after the liberalisa-
tion of the economy. 

He instinctively knew
which loss-making business-
es to steer clear of.  It was also
this acumen and leadership
that enabled the Mahindra
group to evolve from an
agency for Willy’s Jeeps in
India in the 1940s to helming
a $12-billion conglomerate
with automobiles, financial
services, logistics, real estate,

hospitality and defence equip-
ment under its portfolio. But
perhaps the most recognition
Keshub Mahindra received
was as a person who began
the true SUV vehicle segment
in India whose products are
unmatched in their durabili-
ty, innovation and quality
even today. The journey from
a humble Willy’s Jeep to the
state-of-the-art XUV 700
SUV is a testament to the dis-
tance covered by the
Mahindra group.  

At a time when resources
were sparse and government
assistance was sporadic at
best, Keshub Mahindra
through sheer grit prioritised
the manufacturing sector. He
visualised that a strong
national economy must have
robust industries and institu-
tions that are effective, and
competitive.  KM encouraged
liberalisation, deregulation
and opening of the economy
and was unafraid of compe-
tition whether domestic or
international. This business
attitude became integral to the
Mahindra group and helped
weather the onslaught of glob-
al auto giants in India.

The oldest billionaire in
India was also the most
down-to-earth person.

Though Keshub Mahindra
was at the helm of one of
India’s best-known companies
for five decades, he chose to
always remain out of the
limelight.  As a steadfast phil-
anthropist, he never allowed
his work to be publicised
and ensured that his philan-
thropy was always discreet.
KM’s generosity was leg-
endary and so was his com-
mitment to social causes as
part of the same he main-
tained a strong connection to
the KC Mahindra Education
Trust which grants scholar-
ships across categories. 

Apart from being the
manufacturing pioneer of
India and a philanthropist par
excellence,  Keshub Mahindra
was a simple human being
who also enjoyed cooking
continental food. 

He transformed the
Indian industrial scenario
with his great vision and his
passing is indeed a great loss.
Anand Mahindra aptly sum-
marised the spirit of KM
when he paid rich tributes to
his uncle on Twitter, “Travel
well, Uncle Keshub. I know
you must be exploring new,
off-road trails wherever you
are.” 

(The writer is an educator)
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biles, financial services, logistics, real
estate, hospitality, and defence equipment,
to name a few. 

Aside from his contributions to the
business world, Keshub Mahindra was
also known for his philanthropic work.
Keshub Mahindra's contribution to the
Indian business landscape cannot be
overstated. He was a visionary leader and
a philanthropist who believed in doing the
right thing, even when it was difficult. He
will be remembered as a true giant of
Indian business and a beacon of inspira-
tion for generations to come.

Amarjeet kumar | Hazaribag
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Sir — It was a daylong religious function
organised at the Santhagiri Ashram in
Kozhikode Kerala with the imam of a
mosque and a few other dignitaries fol-
lowing Islam in attendance. As the Kerala
Opposition leader VD Satheesan took the
mike; he realised that for some of the
guests, it was time for their evening pra-
yers. Without any prodding from anybody,
Satheesan vacates the podium after inti-
mating that he would start his presiden-

tial address only after the imam and the
others had broken their fast! This is called
sensitivity and humanity at its divine best! 

Soon after a Muslim gentleman takes
the mike and sounds the azan, the audi-
ence(irrespective of religious faith) stands
up in respect coincidentally the temple
bells start ringing for evening Aradhana!

The ashram hurriedly arranges food
and water enabling the imam and his 
co-religionists to break the fast with
none other than Satheesan joining them!
And all spontaneously, without any plan-
ning! 

What a contrast to those party lead-
ers/ organisations in other states who ren-
der threats to beat up and chase the
Christians or issue diktat not to sell prop-
erties to Muslims! Though the social envi-
ronment of the country is increasingly get-
ting communally vitiated; the consolation
remains that we still have VD Satheesans,
Kerala and several outright secular
humanitarians in our midst. 

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — With assembly elections in
Rajasthan around the corner, the ruling
Congress has received yet another body
blow as its stalwart leader and Rajasthan's
Dy Chief Minister Sachin Pilot on Tuesday
staged a day-long sit-in and kept fast as
well at Shaheed Smarak in Jaipur in protest
again his, bete noire Ashok Gehlot-led,
own government pressing his demand for
action against alleged corruption during
the previous BJP rule under former CM
Vasundhara Raje, and thereby created a
catch-22 situation for the Congress lead-
ership given that any action taken against
the disgruntled leader will have an adverse
bearing on the party's electoral prospects
in the upcoming assembly polls as also in
the next year's Lok Sabha polls, or other-
wise, it would be underscoring the party's
Achilles heel and in both situations, Mr
Pilot serves as an albatross round the
Congress' neck. On the face of it, the grand
old party cannot afford to bear Sachin
Pilot's desertion in the present political
scenario nor can it ignore his incalcitrant
lieutenant's shenanigans either- a real chal-
lenge for the new Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge as well!

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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Sir — Keshub Mahindra, a legendary
Indian businessman and philanthropist,
passed away on 12 April 2023, at the age
of 99. He was born in Shimla in 1923, and
he graduated from Wharton School at the
University of Pennsylvania in the US.
Keshub Mahindra joined the Mahindra &
Mahindra group in 1947, the company
that his father and uncle had co-found-
ed, and he led it as chairman from 1963
until his retirement in August 2012. He
was succeeded by his nephew, Anand
Mahindra.

During his tenure, Keshub Mahindra
played a pivotal role in the growth and
expansion of the Mahindra Group. From
its humble beginnings as an agency for
Willy’s Jeeps in the 1940s, the group diver-
sified into various sectors such as automo-
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other by saying "Namaste"
with their hands folded, show-
ing respect for the other per-
son's inner self or soul. People
also touch the feet of their
elders as a sign of respect. In
Japan, people bow. The depth
of the bow depends on the
social status of the person
they are greeting. A deeper
bow is given to a superior or
an elder person, whereas a
shallower bow is given to an
equal or a younger person.
Japanese people also have a
custom of exchanging business
cards, which is considered a
formal way of greeting.

Talking about Europe, In
France, people greet each other
by kissing both cheeks. The
number of kisses can vary
depending on the region, but
two kisses are the most com-
mon. It is a way of showing
friendship and warmth
towards the other person in
our neighbourhood in China,
people greet each other by say-
ing "Ni hao" or "Hello" in Eng-
lish. Handshakes are becoming
increasingly common, especi-
ally in business settings. The
Chinese people don’t hug or
touch during such greetings.
Whereas In the Middle East,

people greet each other with a
series of three kisses on the
cheeks. It is a way of showing
respect and hospitality towards
the other person. It is also
common for men to do the
same.

Even handshakes are dif-
ferent in different parts of the
world. The most common
greeting in the United King-
dom is a handshake, particu-
larly in a formal setting. Exch-
anging pleasantries is another
form of greeting. A hug or a
kiss on the cheek is what is
more acceptable in an informal
setting while in Russia, people
greet each other by shaking
hands, which is firm and vig-
orous, as compared to Western
countries. Russian people also
have a custom of greeting
their friends and family mem-
bers with a kiss on the cheek.

The controversy over the
Dalai Lama's tongue-sucking
tradition has sparked a debate
on ethics and morality too, not
to deny that tongue sticking, as
a sign of greeting and respect,
is deeply ingrained in Tibetan
culture. However, it is also
important to recognize that
cultural traditions and prac-
tices are not static and can

change over time. As societies
evolve and become more inter-
connected, cultural practices
and traditions may adapt or
disappear altogether. Never-
theless, cultural traditions are
an essential part of a society's
identity and heritage and they
should be preserved and cel-
ebrated. 

As Canadian writer and
anthropologist, Wade Davis
once said: "The world in which
you were born is just one
model of reality. Other cultures
are not failed attempts at being
you; they are unique manifes-
tations of the human spirit." 

We must embrace cultur-
al diversity and recognize the
value of each culture's tradi-
tions and practices and avoid
judging cultural traditions
based on incomplete or inac-
curate facts but rather seek to
understand their full context
and significance. It is crucial to
approach cultural traditions
with an open mind, curiosity,
and willingness to learn and
appreciate the diversity of our
world. Do we need to be more
culturally diversified? 

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti)
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The episode of the 87-
year-old His Holiness
the Dalai Lama kissing
a young child at an
event with the M3M

Foundation – the philanthropic
arm of Indian real estate compa-
ny M3M Group, at the Tsuglag-
khang temple in Dharamshala,
where the Dalai Lama lives in per-
manent exile – is in news for
many reasons. One primary being
that people never expected the
spiritual leader to ask a child to
‘suck his tongue’, even in the best
of his ‘innocent and playful way’,
even though sticking out one’s
tongue is considered a sign of
respect or agreement and used as
a greeting in traditional Tibetan
culture, as pointed by the Institute
of East Asian Studies at the
University of California, Berkeley. 

One of the world’s best-
known Buddhist living figures,
the Dalai Lama has hurt many
sentiments, with his act receiving
widespread criticism, describing
this as inappropriate and disturb-
ing. The Dalai Lama immediate-
ly regretted the incident in a state-
ment and apologised to the boy
and his family, as well as his many
friends across the world, ‘for the
hurt his words may have caused’.

This brings me to the whole
question of social decorum that
governs humankind per se. While
social decorum and rules and
norms that come along with it are
important and provide structure
and predictability to our interac-
tions with others, it can also pre-
sent challenges when those rules
conflict with our individual
desires or values, leaving many
feeling constrained or burdened. 

The second point here is the
whole debate of exchanging greet-
ings with one another. While
‘greeting’ is considered a vital part
and first point of social interac-
tions and reflects the culture and
tradition of a society, the act of
greeting is a universal custom that
is deeply ingrained in every cul-
ture around the world. It is a way
of showing respect, friendliness,
and politeness towards others.
The way in which people greet
each other can vary widely across
different countries and cultures,
with each society having its own
unique customs and traditions.
Here are some examples: 

In India, people greet each
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(The writer is a recipient
of the Bharat Gaurav

Award and is a professor
and an expert on strate-

gic affairs)

Motivation and Encourage-
ment are the two keywords
that are prerequisite to a
successful education sys-
tem. A competent education

system has to have an inner web of strength
that can have myriad strategies to meet
unforeseen challenges. 

Fostering the latest skills along with sub-
tle ways of transmitting new moral codes
and cognitive thinking are the main areas
of National Education Policy. Our educa-
tion system is known for embracing values
and approaches that can shape the creative
urge of students and academicians.
However, there are increasing challenges
posed by the transitional phase. The
National Educational Policy (NEP) is a sin-
cere effort to fill the gap in the existing
realms of knowledge about the contempo-
rary importance of interdisciplinary and
multidisciplinary studies. The new input of
the NEP will certainly make each discipline
richer in content and varied in ideas. Even
science students will be exposed to the
nuances of international, national, socio-
political and economic issues through
multidisciplinary practices. One cannot but
admire the ingenious display of pure
genius of this approach to Government. 

The recent attempt of UGC to invite
feedback from academicians on making the
institution a high-learning multidisciplinary
institution is a great move towards a trans-
parent and pragmatic approach. Earlier the
invitation of draft suggestions for making
effective online learning programmes
already received positive feedback from all
the stakeholders. Another major change that
the NEP envisages is the provision for grant-
ing autonomy to the colleges and a com-
mon test for a four-year BA degree. The
huge jump in the literacy rate from 12 per
cent at the time of independence to whoop-
ing over 74 per cent as of 2021 is a major
achievement of the government. 

These policies will work as catalysts
towards new innovations and provide aca-
demic collaboration between multiple dis-
ciplines and cooperation between the insti-
tutions of higher learning. During the last
few years or so, there has been a period of
substantial change in the contents and
nature of various disciplines and a focused
approach of adding real-life experiments of
democracy, the environment, globalisation
and governance into the framework of the
new education system. There’s a need to
show how new ways of higher education
will drive change and instil confidence
among the masses and explain how the lat-
est research and happenings in the field of
education across the globe can be dissem-
inated so as to upgrade research and
teaching accordingly. The strength of the
higher education system lies in creating its
internal dynamism by ensuring inclusive
growth 

As India needs to diversify its strategies
to counter the challenges it faces from
Pakistan and China, strategic knowledge
and anticipating the move and motive
would be helpful in nipping the problems
in the bud. The NEP has a number of fea-
tures that are quite useful for enhancing the
level of strategic studies wherein young
pupils can have a vast canvas to identify
their choice of disciplines. It would help
them realise the inner strength, resilience,
intellect and accuracy of thinking and excel-
lent coordination between mind and body
among the youth, particularly from lesser-
known areas, for serving the nation with all
integrity and conviction. This is not only

an attempt to bring them to the
mainstream but a major step
towards fulfilling the inner penchant
for equity and social justice.

The procedure of accountabil-
ity and disclosure was anxiously
awaited and would make the system
foolproof. The NEP involving a
more practical-based approach at
the tertiary level would help catch
and identify the inclination among
the new generation towards
strengthening the country’s forces.

The new attention and scope for
innovation would attract talent and
enlighten them to seek career
opportunities in Defence services.
The NEP has provided a new gate-
way to the problem-solving mech-
anism and a huge platform for the
education sector in India.
Undoubtedly tremendous efforts
have been made towards creating an
environment that generates smooth,
easily understandable yet cognitive,
constructive and analytical skills
among the harbingers of the future.

The provision of a single regu-
lator and numerous entry and exit
options with regard to formal
degrees have been some of the
salient features of the NEP which
deserve all the appreciation as a new
beginning to understanding the
core security problems which can be
comprehended in a brighter man-
ner with an option of choosing
Defence and security as one of the
important subjects of the larger dis-
cipline either at the undergraduate
or postgraduate levels. The research
on such issues would invite tremen-
dous receptiveness on the part of
higher education since the ongoing
low-intensity insurgency perpetuat-
ed by Pakistan and the expansion-
ist mission of China have reaffirmed
the obnoxious conspiracy to hit
India where it matters the most by

creating a socio-religious and secu-
rity quagmire. 

Besides, it will send out a loud
and clear message that India cannot
reciprocate in the same manner as
it has certain firm convictions and
policies towards ensuring peace
through the defensive mechanism.
This has carried forward the ques-
tion of re-establishing the credibil-
ity and confidence among people
that India is not a soft state but it
wants to avoid war and conflict as
much as possible. The new learning
of socio-political aspects of the
problem of insurgency, terrorism
and Naxal violence would help
security personnel get well-versed
in the psychology of terrorists and
criminals.

The attempt to sensitise about
exploring our domestic underpin-
nings with a renewed focus on the
role of addressing the multiple
shades such as gender sensitisation
and concern of marginalised com-
munities by way of the creation of
Special Education Zones through
community-based social democra-
tic ideas and values in the process
deserves all the appreciation.
Besides, it would help in under-
standing social responsibility. In
addition to this, a new approach can
also provide a clear way forward for
students interested in Defence stud-
ies by getting them to learn new
techniques. The latest opportunities
would open up a fresh outlook and
generate an introspective discourse
to seek multiple options and view-
points to see one’s right place
according to one’s interest.

There are numerous provisions
under NEP that can ensure a collab-
orative creation of ideas and provide
tips to comprehend even tedious
and complex issues. As far as edu-
cation at the tertiary level is con-

cerned, NEP’s approach appears to
set out a very clear way forward by
getting the mentors fully involved
in new techniques and developing
challenging strategies to meet the
needs of all categories of students.

Hence, in order to enhance the
standard of students it would be
imperative to develop self-academ-
ic orientation and excellence to
deliver and provide problem-solv-
ing and inquiry-based learning
activities with which students can
further formulate and test their
ideas, draw conclusions and infer-
ences, and pool and convey their
knowledge in a collaborative learn-
ing environment. An introduction
of a new syllabus would provide a
vivid and deeper insight into the
problem of terrorism and its caus-
es and thereby may lead to a road
map towards a foolproof encounter-
ing strategy. This combating strat-
egy will have to look into the basis
of the funding for terrorism, and the
nexus among arms dealers, drug
traffickers, smugglers and terrorists.
Proper knowledge about the nexus
between organised crime and ter-
rorism can be of immense use.

The vision of the NEP is bound
to make India the most competitive
in the field of strategic education
and would have many takers. The
new facilities in security and
Defence areas would enthral the
new generation and provide a new
perspective to all the aspiring aca-
demicians and students who are
shortly going to step out into the
world of competition much beyond
a regulated framework. Creativity
and constant potential for innova-
tion are integral parts of NEP that
help in new idea generation. It helps
in harnessing the prowess of new
expressions and creative ways of
problem-solving.
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According to the recent
Rural Health Statistics
Report, released by The

Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, there is a shortage of
83.2% of surgeons, 74.2% of
obstetricians and gynaecolo-
gists, 79.1% of physicians and
81.6% of paediatricians. Less
than half the PHC (45%) func-
tion on a 24×7 basis. Of the
5,480 functioning CHCs, only
541 have all four specialists.
The requirement of physi-
cians in the CHCS is 5,183.
However, there is a shortfall of
4,087. This has grown from a
3,881 shortfall in 2019. The
shortfall has increased by
27.7% in one year. Under the
category of Surgeons, the five
states with a maximum short-
fall of physicians in CHC are
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Odisha and Madhya

Pradesh. Under the category of
Gynaecologists, the five states
with a maximum shortfall of
physicians in CHC are Rajas-
than, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu. 

The number of doctors
required in Primary Health
Centres in rural areas is 24,918,
And Chhattisgarh positions
are vacant. The shortfall of
doctors in PHCS was the high-
est in Odisha, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh
and Karnataka. The shortfall in
the posts of health workers was
2%. SC, PHC and CHC facil-
ities are overburdened across
the board. Community Health
Centres are considered the
backbone of the rural health
care system of India. These
Centres should have at least
thirty beds. They should cover

at least four primary health
centres with specialized ser-
vices. Every Community
Health Centre should be
manned by four medical spe-
cialists: a physician, a sur-
geon, a gynaecologist and a

paediatrician. 
The RHS estimates as of 31

March 2022, have revealed
that each Community Health
Center (CHC) caters to 164027
people, against a norm of
80,000-1,20,000. The Primary

Health Centre should consist
of four to six beds and 14 sub-
ordinate paramedical staff.
The RHS estimates as of 31
March 2022, have revealed
that each Primary Health Cen-
tre (PHC) caters to 36049
people, against a norm of
20,000-30,000. Sub Centres
are the most peripheral contact
point between the primary
health care system and the
community. It should consist
of one HW (Female) or ANM
and one HW (male). HW is
Health Worker and ANM is
Auxiliary Nurse Midwife. The
RHS estimates as of 31 March
2022, have revealed that each
sub-centre (SC) catered to an
average of 5691 people, against
a norm of 3,000-5,000. This,
coupled with a human reso-
urce shortage (like auxiliary
nurse midwives – ANM), pla-

gues access to adequate and
quality healthcare. 

The shortage was most
pronounced in Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Odisha and Uttarakhand. SCs,
PHCs and CHCs had more
staff in 2021, at the height of
the deadly second wave of
COVID-19, as compared to
now. CHCs are 30-bed block-
level health facilities that are
supposed to provide basic care
related to surgery, gynaecolo-
gy, paediatrics, and general
medicine. 

There are 6,064 CHCs
across India, and the Health
Ministry has been unsuccess-
ful in meeting the requirement
for specialist doctors in most
of these centres. Apart from
specialist doctors, there is also
a shortage of female health
workers and auxiliary nursing

midwives, with up to 14.4% of
these posts lying vacant in
PHCs and SCs. There has
been an over 50% rise in the
number of allopathy doctors in
primary health centres since
the launch of the National
Rural Health Mission in 2005.
The number of allopathic doc-
tors at PHCs has increased
from 20,308 in 2005 to 30,640
in 2022.

NRHM’s focus on expand-
ing institutional deliveries did
lead to a significant increase in
the share of deliveries in health
facilities. The Quality of deliv-
ery services in the public sec-
tor remains a concern, includ-
ing difficulties in handling
birth complications, shortfalls
in emergency obstetric care
facilities, shortages of key
essential medicines, diagnos-
tics, etc.
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The Biden administration
and a drug manufacturer

asked the Supreme Court on
Friday to preserve access to an
abortion drug free from restric-
tions imposed by lower court
rulings, while a legal fight con-
tinues.

The Justice Department
and Danco Laboratories filed
their emergency requests with
the high court less than two days
after an appeals court ruling in
a case from Texas that had the
effect of tightening the rules
under which the drug, mifepri-
stone, can be prescribed and dis-
pensed.

The new limits would take
effect Saturday unless the court
acts before then.

The fight over mifepris-
tone lands at the Supreme Court
less than a year after conserva-
tive justices reversed Roe v.
Wade and allowed more than a

dozen states to effectively ban
abortion outright. The justices
are being asked for a temporary
order to keep in place Food and
Drug Administration regula-
tions governing mifepristone.
Such an order would give them
time to more fully consider each
side’s arguments without the
pressure of a deadline.

A ruling from the 5th US
Circuit Court of Appeals late
Wednesday would prevent the
pill, used in the most common
abortion method, from being
mailed or prescribed without an
in-person visit to a doctor. 

It also would withdraw the
Food and Drug
Administration’s approval of
mifepristone for use beyond the
seventh week of pregnancy.
The FDA says it’s safe through
10 weeks. 

Still, the appeals court did
not entirely withdraw FDA
approval of mifepristone while
the fight over it continues. The

5th circuit narrowed an April 7
ruling by US District Judge
Matthew Kacsmaryk, whose
far-reaching and virtually
unprecedented order would
have blocked FDA approval of
the pill. He gave the administra-
tion a week to appeal.

Attorney General Merrick
Garland said Thursday that the
5th circuit did not go far enough
to “protect Americans’ access to
safe and effective reproductive
care.”

Mifepristone was approved
by the FDA more than two
decades ago and is used in
combination with a second
drug, misoprostol. Adding to
the uncertainty, a separate fed-
eral judge in Washington on
Thursday clarified his own
order from last week to make
clear that the FDA is not to do
anything that might block
mifepristone’s availability in 17
Democrat-led states suing to
keep it on the market.
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In Ireland this week, well-
wishers have lined the streets

to catch a mere glimpse of
President Joe Biden. Photos of
his smiling face are plastered on
shop windows, and one admir-
er held a sign reading, “2024 —
Make Joe President Again.”

No wonder Biden keeps
joking about sticking around.

Back home, Biden’s
approval rating is near the low-
est point of his presidency. And
even some fellow Democrats
have suggested he shouldn’t
run for reelection. On trips
within the US to discuss his eco-
nomic and social policies, Biden
often gets a smattering of admir-
ers waving as he drives by, and
friendly crowds applaud his
speeches. But the reception
doesn’t compare with the over-
whelming adoration he’s getting
here in the old sod.

Expect more of the same on
Friday, when Biden wraps up his
visit to Ireland by spending a
day in County Mayo in western
Ireland, where his great-great-
grandfather Patrick Blewitt lived
until he left for the United
States in 1850.

The locals have been abuzz
for weeks with preparation for
Biden’s visit, giving buildings a
new coat of paint and hanging
American flags from shopfronts.

It’s a dynamic that most of

Biden’s predecessors also have
faced: The world abroad tends
to love American presidents.
Back home, not always. Not so
much.

“With the greatest of
respect, Mr. President, I must
say, you sure can draw a crowd,”
Ceann Comhairle Seán Ó
Fearghaíl, speaker of the lower
chamber of Ireland’s parlia-
ment, said as he introduced
Biden’s joint address to lawmak-
ers on Thursday. 
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Kathmandu (PTI): Nepal’s
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal “Prachanda” has request-
ed the Supreme Court to scrap
the writ petition filed against
him for allegedly taking moral
responsibility for the killing of
about 5,000 persons during the
decade-long Maoist insurgency.

On March 10 the Supreme
Court, responding to writ peti-
tions seeking the court’s order
for an investigation against
“Prachanda” for his controver-
sial statement, asked the prime
minister to furnish a written
clarification explaining why an
order should not be issued
against him as demanded by the
petitioners.

Prachanda on Thursday in
his 13-point written response
sent to the apex court stated that
the petition should be scrapped
since it has no constitutional
ground and reason, The
Kathmandu Post newspaper
reported.

The PM said his statement
was an exercise of fundamental
rights of freedom of speech and
expression guaranteed by Article
17 (2) of the Constitution of
Nepal and that all citizens could
exercise the right in an equal
manner.

Prachanda said taking
moral responsibility for all
deaths that took place in the
time of conflict by the rebel side
was against the spirit of the com-
prehensive peace accord and the
Constitution of Nepal, and that
his statement was solely a polit-
ical expression and be consid-
ered an expression beyond the
judicial process.

The Prime Minister also
said that he was committed to
addressing the issues of war-era
cases through a timely amend-
ment to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Act
and Commission of
Investigation on Enforced
Disappeared Persons Act,
MyRepublica newspaper report-
ed. The CPN (Maoist Centre)
chair also added that he had
never taken responsibility for
5,000 insurgency-era killings,
and the petitions demanding an
investigation against him be
scrapped.
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Pakistan’s ousted prime minister
Imran Khan on Friday appeared

before the Lahore High Court
(LHC) and secured protective bail
till April 26 in a case related to using
“inappropriate language” against
senior Army officers. Islamabad
police had booked Khan, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chief, on April 6 for making a speech
in which he allegedly used “inappro-
priate language against the senior
military (Inter-Services Intelligence)
officers” and put the lives of their
families at risk.

The Lahore High Court (LHC)
provided 70-year-old Khan with a
protective bail and directed him to
approach the relevant court in
Islamabad for a bail extension.

The former premier appeared
before the LHC amid high securi-
ty.  

“LHC Justice Ali Baqir Najfi
granted protective bail to Imran
Khan on his request that he wants
to join the investigation in a ‘frivo-
lous’ case against him registered by
the Islamabad police,” a court offi-
cial told PTI.  “The judge granted
him protective bail till April 26 and

directed him to move to the relevant
court in Islamabad for an extension
to bail,” the official added.

Talking to reporters at the LHC
premises, Khan said the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz-led coalition
federal government’s open defi-
ance of the Supreme Court orders,
especially about holding elections in
Punjab, earned a bad name for the
country.

“Through such acts, Pakistan’s
image in the world is being por-
trayed as ‘Banana Republic’,” the for-
mer prime minister said.

The federal coalition does not
want the elections to prolong its
rule,” he said, adding that under the
Constitution, elections cannot be
delayed for more than 90 days after

the dissolution of an assembly.
Khan also lambasted what he

called the “fascist government” of all
times installed by “handlers” (refer-
ring to the country’s powerful mil-
itary establishment).

“So far, more than 3,000 work-
ers of PTI have been picked up by
this fascist government and their
human rights are being trampled
upon,” the cricketer-turned-politi-
cian said.

On Thursday, a Lahore Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) extended
Khan’s pre-arrest bail till May 4 in
three terrorism cases.

Intense clashes erupted outside
the Islamabad judicial complex on
March 18 when Khan arrived from
Lahore to attend a much-awaited
hearing in the Toshakhana corrup-
tion case. 

During the confrontation
between PTI workers and police,
over 25 security personnel were
injured, prompting the Lahore
police to book Khan and hundreds
of his party workers in three terror-
ism cases.

One of the cases in which Khan
has been booked for attempted
murder pertains to the killing of a
PTI worker.
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Islamabad  (PTI): Pakistan’s Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar on Friday announced that the UAE has approved
USD 1 billion in financial support, taking the cash-
strapped nation a step closer to unlocking the cru-
cial IMF bailout.

Pakistan is tackling a major economic crisis as it
awaits a much-needed USD 1.1 billion tranche of fund-
ing from the Washington-based International
Monetary Fund, part of a USD 6.5 billion bailout pack-
age the IMF approved in 2019.

Finance Minister Dar said the Gulf nation has con-
firmed its commitment to the International Monetary
Fund, paving way for the staff-level agreement to
unlock a USD 1.1 billion loan by the global lender.

“UAE authorities have confirmed to IMF for their
bilateral support of USD 1 billion to Pakistan,” Dar
said in a tweet, adding that the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) was now “engaged for needful documentation
for taking the said deposit from UAE authorities”.

The UAE rolled over its deposits of USD 2 bil-
lion in January this year too, providing critical sup-
port to cash-starved Pakistan’s depleting foreign
exchange reserves.

In another tweet, Dar announced that the apex
bank is getting the third and last disbursement from
the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China
(ICBC), worth USD 300 million, out of its USD 1.3
billion loan.
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Terrorism in Afghanistan
has gone from “bad to

worse” after the withdrawal of
the US troops, China has said
and asked the country’s Taliban
rulers to deliver on its pledge to
rein in terrorist groups which
pose problems for neighbour-
ing countries, especially its
close ally Pakistan. Pakistan is
reeling under frequent terror-
ist attacks by the militant group
TPP, which Islamabad alleges is
based on Afghan soil.

“The terrorism went from
bad to worse in Afghanistan.
The number of Afghan terror
groups has increased to more
than 20 today,” Chinese Foreign
Minister Qin Gang said after
presiding over the Afghan
neighbouring states conference
attended by his counterparts
from Russia, Pakistan and Iran
in Samarkand in Uzbekistan on
Thursday. This is the fourth
meeting of the Foreign

Ministers convened by China,
whose Uygur Muslim majority
Xinjiang province shared bor-
ders with Afghanistan.

Beijing is also seeking to
enhance its role in Afghanistan
by backing the Taliban interim
administration, prodding it to
crack down on the East
Turkistan Islamic Movement
(ETIM), a separatist militant
outfit in Xinjiang which
allegedly has links with radical
outfits like Al Qaeda and
Islamic State.

But more significantly
Pakistan which helped the
Taliban for decades faced major
problems from the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP), as it
caused havoc in the country by
carrying out numerous terror-
ist attacks. A joint statement
issued at end of the Samarkand
meeting  said the militant
groups based in Afghanistan
posed serious problems for
neighbouring countries.
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Former President Donald Trump
answered questions for nearly seven

hours Thursday during his second depo-
sition in a legal battle with New York’s
attorney general over his company’s busi-
ness practices, reversing an earlier decision
to invoke his Fifth Amendment protection
against self-incrimination and remain
silent.

The Republican met all day with
lawyers for Attorney General Letitia James,
who sued Trump last year. Her lawsuit
claims Trump and his family misled
banks and business associates by giving
them false information about his net
worth and the value of assets such as hotels
and golf courses.

Shortly after Trump entered the
Manhattan skyscraper that houses James’
offices, his attorney, Alina Habba, said he
was “not only willing but also eager to tes-
tify.”

After the deposition was finished, a
lawyer for Trump’s businesses, Christopher
Kise, said the former president had spent
nearly seven hours “describing in detail his
extraordinary business success.”

“The transactions at the center of this
case were wildly profitable for the banks
and for the Trump entities,” Kise said.

“When the facts of this success, and not
politically engineered soundbites, are out
in the open, everyone will scoff at the
notion any fraud took place.”

The lawsuit is unrelated to the felony
criminal charges filed against Trump by the
Manhattan district attorney, which led last
week to his historic arraignment, the first
for a former president.

James declined to answer a question
about the deposition at a news conference
on an unrelated matter Wednesday.

Trump previously met with James’

lawyers Aug. 10, but refused to answer all
but a few procedural questions, invoking
his Fifth Amendment rights more than 400
times. At the time, James had not yet
brought her lawsuit and it was unclear
whether questions about the way Trump
valued his company would become the
basis of a criminal case.

“Anyone in my position not taking the
Fifth Amendment would be a fool, an
absolute fool,” he said in that deposition,
which was recorded on video and later
released publicly. Trump predicted a
“renegade” prosecutor would try to make
a criminal case out of his answers, if he
gave them.

“One statement or answer that is ever
so slightly off, just ever so slightly, by acci-
dent, by mistake, such as it was a sunny,
beautiful day, when actually it was slight-
ly overcast, would be met by law enforce-
ment at a level seldom seen in this coun-
try, because I’ve experienced it,” he said.

Circumstances since then have
changed.

The criminal charges brought by the
Manhattan district attorney focused on how
the company accounted internally for pay-
ments to a lawyer, Michael Cohen, for his
work paying off people not to go public with
stories about extramarital sexual encoun-
ters Trump said never happened.
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Budapest (Hungary): (AP)
Hungary’s prime minister
sought to bring down the
temperature on spiralling ten-
sions between his govern-
ment and the United States,
declaring on Friday that the
US is Hungary’s “friend”
despite sanctions Washington
imposed on a Budapest-based
Russian bank.

In an interview on state
radio, Prime Minister Viktor
Orban said that the
International Investment
Bank, a Russian-controlled
financial institution which US
officials have argued could
serve as a conduit for Russian
espionage, “could have played
a serious role in developing
Central European economies”.

While the war in Ukraine
had limited the bank’s effec-
tiveness, Orban said, the US
sanctions against IIB and
three of its top officials had
“ruined it”.

Canberra (AP): Australia's
most powerful tropical
cyclone in eight years lashed
its northwest coast with
winds gusting to an apparent
record of 289 kilometres (180
miles) per hour Friday but
skirted larger population cen-
tres and resulted in no imme-
diate reports of injuries.

Cyclone Ilsa crossed the
Pilbara coast of Western
Australia state as a Category
5 storm, the most severe, but
weakened to Category 2 as it
moved inland, Australia's
Bureau of Meteorology said.

Damage was still being
assessed in the path of Ilsa,
which made landfall in the
early hours 150 kilometres
(93 miles) northeast of the
iron ore export town of Port
Hedland in the rural area of
Pardoo. Pardoo had a popu-
lation of 47 in the latest cen-
sus and the Pardoo

Roadhouse and Tavern was
destroyed. 

The two owners stayed
throughout the storm and
were unharmed, emergency
officials said.

“They've had a pretty
uncomfortable, challenging
night,” Department of Fire
and Emergency Services
Superintendent Peter
McCarthy said.

Beyond Pardoo, Acting
Emergency Services Minister
Sue Ellery described the
storm damage as “fairly min-
imal.”

Fire and Emergency
Services Commissioner
Darren Klemm said he was
relieved that Ilsa had shifted
toward Pardoo after tracking
from the Indian Ocean toward
Port Hedland, the world's
largest bulk export port that
sends Australian iron ore
around the globe. 
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AMassachusetts Air National
Guardsman arrested in the

leak of highly classified military
documents has been ordered to
remain behind bars pending a
hearing next week.

Jack Teixeira, 21, appeared
in federal court on Boston on
Friday, one day after his arrest.

A federal magistrate judge
ordered him jailed until at least
a detention hearing set for next
Wednesday.

Jack Teixeira was arrested
by heavily armed tactical agents
on Thursday following a week-
long criminal investigation into
the disclosure of highly sensi-
tive government records, an
alarming breach that exposed to
the world unvarnished secret
assessments on the war in
Ukraine, the capabilities and
geopolitical interests of other
nations and other top national
security issues.

Justice Department prose-
cutors are expected to reveal

new details about the allega-
tions while unsealing a crimi-
nal complaint in Boston charg-
ing Teixeira under an Espionage
Act provision that makes it a
crime to remove, retain or
transmit national defense infor-
mation.

Teixeira arrived in court,
handcuffed and in tan jail
clothes, ahead of his initial
appearance. He sat at the
defense table next to his lawyer.

Investigators believe
Teixeira was the leader of an
online private chat group where
the documents were shared.
Though prosecutors have not
revealed a possible motive,
accounts of those in the chat
group have depicted Teixeira as
motivated more by bravado
than ideology.

The Biden administration
has scrambled to contain the
potential diplomatic and mili-
tary fallout from the leaks since
they were first reported last
week, moving to assure allies
and assess the scope of damage.

The classified documents
— which have not been individ-
ually authenticated by U.S. offi-
cials — range from briefing
slides mapping out Ukrainian
military positions to assess-
ments of international support
for Ukraine and other sensitive
topics, including under what
circumstances Russian
President Vladimir Putin might
use nuclear weapons.

The leak is believed to have
started on a site called Discord,
a social media platform popu-
lar with people playing online
games and where Teixeira is
believed to have posted for
years about guns, games and his
favorite memes — and, accord-
ing to some chatting with him,
closely guarded US secrets.
Discord has said it was cooper-
ating with the investigation.

In previous Associated
Press stories, the leaker was
identified as “the O.G.” by a
member of the online chat
group. Known as Thug Shaker
Central, the group drew rough-

ly two dozen enthusiasts who
talked about their favorite types
of guns and also shared memes
and jokes, some of them racist.
The group also held a running
discussion on wars that includ-
ed talk of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

In that discussion, “the
O.G.” would for months post
material that he said was clas-
sified — originally typing it out
with his own notations, then a
few months ago switching to
posting images of folded-up
papers because he felt his writ-
ings weren’t being taken seri-
ously, said the member, who
declined to share his name
with AP. It was not immediate-
ly clear how Teixeira would
have had access to the records,
but a Defense Department offi-
cial told The AP on Thursday
that as an IT specialist respon-
sible for military communica-
tions networks, the young
Guardsman would have had a
higher level of security clear-
ance

Tehran (AP): Tens of thou-
sands of Iranians, some
chanting “Death to
America” and “Death to
Israel,” marched in the cap-
ital of Tehran on Friday to
mark Jerusalem Day, an
annual show of support for
the Palestinians.

Senior Iranian officials
attended the rally, including
President Ebrahim Raisi.
Since Iran’s Islamic
Revolution in 1979, the ral-
lies marking what is also
known as al-Quds Day have
typically been held typical-
ly held on the last Friday of
the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan.

Al-Quds is the Arabic
name for Jerusalem, the
contested city at the heart of
the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. Israel captured east
Jerusalem in the 1967
Mideast war and annexed it

to its capital. The
Palestinians seek the eastern
part of Jerusalem as a future
capital. Jerusalem is the
home of the Al-Aqsa
Mosque, the third holiest
shrine in Islam. The com-
pound, revered by Jews as
the Temple Mount, is also
the most sacred site in
Judaism.

Raisi said that Friday’s
rallies show the “liberation
of al-Quds is very close,
closer than expected,” the
official IRNA news agency
reported. They also show

Palestinian militant groups
fighting Israel that “they are
not alone,” Raisi added. He
slammed the normalisation
of ties between Israel and
some Gulf Arab states, say-
ing it would not bring secu-
rity to the region or Israel.

Iranian Parliament
Speaker Mohammad
Qalibaf told demonstrators
that Israel is the “root” of
problems in the region and
that Palestinian militants
are hindering Israel’s plans.

The rally was the first al-
Quds Day demonstration
since Iran was shaken by
months of anti-government
protests. Waves of protests
erupted after the September
death of a 22-year-old
Kurdish-Iranian woman
who was detained by the
morality police for alleged-
ly violating Iran’s strict
Islamic dress code.
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Tokyo (AP): Japan’s government
on Friday approved a controver-
sial plan to open the country’s
first casino in the city of Osaka
as it seeks to lure more foreign
tourists. The casino resort is to
include conference facilities, an
exhibition hall, a hotel and a the-
ater and is expected to open as
early as autumn 2029, four
years after Osaka hosts a World
Expo. 

“It is expected to contribute
to the local economy and the
economic growth of all of Japan
after the Osaka-Kansai Expo
and become a tourism hub for
transmitting the charms of
Japan,” Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida said at a meeting of the
government’s IR, or integrated
resort, promotion panel.

The panel said the plan
meets the government’s require-
ments, including financial sta-
bility, contribution to the local
economy and consideration of
anti-addiction measures. 
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China won’t sell weapons to
either side in the war in

Ukraine, the country’s foreign
minister said on Friday,
responding to Western con-
cerns that Beijing could provide
military assistance to Russia.

China has maintained that
it is neutral in the conflict, while
backing Russia politically,
rhetorically and economically at
a time when Western nations
have imposed punishing sanc-
tions and sought to isolate
Moscow for its invasion of its
neighbour.

Qin Gang is the highest-
level Chinese official to make
such an explicit statement about
arms sales to Russia. He added
that China would also regulate
the export of items with dual
civilian and military use.

“Regarding the export of
military items, China adopts a
prudent and responsible atti-
tude,” Qin said at a news con-
ference alongside visiting
German counterpart Annalena
Baerbock.

“China will not provide
weapons to relevant parties of
the conflict, and manage and
control the exports of dual-use
items in accordance with laws
and regulations.”

The minister also reiterat-
ed China’s willingness to help

find a peaceful resolution to the
conflict.

At the same news confer-
ence, Qin also blamed Taiwan’s
government for heightened
regional tensions after Beijing
held large-scale military drills

in an attempt to intimidate the
island it claims as its own ter-
ritory. In February, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said the
US had intelligence suggesting
China was considering provid-
ing arms and ammunition to

Russia — and warned that such
involvement in the Kremlin’s
war effort would be a “serious
problem.”

In recent days, European
leaders have issued similar
warnings, even as they visited
China, and the European
Union’s foreign policy chief
lashed out at Beijing, saying its
support of Russia during the
invasion was “a blatant viola-
tion” of its United Nations
commitments.

In her remarks, Baerbock
also referred to China’s role as
a permanent member of the
UN Security Council, saying it
bore a special responsibility
for helping end the conflict.

“But I have to wonder why
the Chinese positioning so far
does not include a call for the
aggressor, Russia, to stop the
war,” she said.

“We all know that
President (Vladimir) Putin
would have the opportunity to
do so at any time, and the peo-
ple in Ukraine would like noth-
ing more than to finally be able
to live in peace again.”

A visit to Moscow last
month by Chinese leader Xi
Jinping underscored how
Beijing is increasingly becom-
ing the senior partner in the
relationship as it provides
Russia with an economic lifeline
and political cover.
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The entire Russian Pacific
Fleet was put on high alert

on Friday for snap drills that
will involve practice missile
launches in a massive show of
force amid the tensions with
the West over the fighting in
Ukraine.

Defence Minister Sergei
Shoigu said the goal of the war
games was to test the capabil-
ity of Russia’s armed forces to
mount a response to aggres-
sion.

Along with the missile
launches, the drills will also
involve nuclear-capable strate-
gic bombers and other war-
planes besides ones from the
Pacific Fleet’s air arm, Shoigu
said.

The Russian military has
concentrated the bulk of its
forces on the front lines in
Ukraine, but also continued
conducting regular drills
across Russia to train its forces
and demonstrate their readi-
ness.

Shoigu said the scenario
for Friday’s maneuvers envis-
ages a response to an adver-
sary’s attempt to make a land-
ing on Sakhalin Island and the
southern Kuril Islands.

Japan asserts territorial
rights to the Kuril Islands,
which it calls the Northern
Territories. The Soviet Union
took them in the final days of
World War II, and the dispute
has kept the countries from
signing a peace treaty for-
mally ending their hostilities.

Last year, Russia
announced it had suspended
peace talks with Japan to
protest Tokyo’s sanctions
against Moscow over its action
in Ukraine.

Russia has built up its mil-
itary presence on the islands in
recent years,  deploying
advanced fighter jets, anti-
ship missiles and air defence
systems there.

The Pacific Fleet drills
started days before a planned
trip to Moscow by Chinese
Defence Minister Gen. Li
Shangfu.

A three-day visit  to
Moscow by Chinese President
Xi Jinping last month demon-
strated the two nations’ part-
nership in the face of Western
efforts to isolate Russia over
Ukraine.

Seoul (South Korea): North
Korea said on Friday it flight-
tested a solid-fuel interconti-
nental ballistic missile for the
first time, a possible break-
through in its efforts to
acquire a more powerful,
harder-to-detect weapon tar-
geting the continental United
States.

North Korea’s official
Korean Central News Agency
issued the report a day after
the country’s neighbours
detected a launch of a long-
range missile from near
Pyongyang, which extended a
run of weapons displays
involving more than 100 mis-
siles fired into the sea since
the start of 2022.

Thursday’s test did not
appear to demonstrate the
weapon’s full capacity, and it
remains unclear how far
North Korea has come in
mastering technologies to

ensure the warhead would
withstand atmospheric reen-
try and accurately strike tar-
gets.

Still, analysts said the test
was likely a meaningful
advance in North Korea’s goal
to build a nuclear arsenal that
could directly threaten the
United States.

KCNA said the launch
was supervised on site by
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un, who described the
missile — named Hwasong-18
— as the most powerful
weapon of his nuclear forces
that would enhance counter-
attack abilities in the face of
external threats created by
the military activities of the
United States and its region-
al allies.

Kim pledged to further
expand his nuclear arsenal to
“constantly strike extreme
uneasiness and horror” in his

rivals and make them feel
regret for their wrong choic-
es.

North Korea has justified
its weapons demonstrations as
a response to the expanding
military exercises between the
United States and South
Korea, which the North con-
demns as invasion rehearsals
while using them as a pretext
to push further its own
weapons development.

Kim added that the
Hwasong-18 would rapidly
advance North Korea’s nuclear
response posture and further
support an aggressive military
strategy that vows to maintain
“frontal confrontation” against
its rivals. North Korea has
tested various intercontinen-
tal missiles since 2017 that
demonstrated the potential
range to reach the US main-
land, but the others use liquid
fuel that must be added rela-

tively close to the launch and
they cannot remain fuelled for
prolonged periods.

An ICBM with built-in
solid propellants would be
easier to move and hide and
fired quickly, reducing the
opportunities for opponents
to detect and counter the
launch.  It’s not immediately
clear how close the North is to
having a functional solid-fuel
ICBM capable of striking the
US mainland.

South Korea’s Defense
Ministry in a statement
described Hwasong-18’s flight
as a “mid-phase test” and said
North Korea would need
more time and effort to com-
plete the system.

It maintains that North
Korea’s technologies haven’t
reached the point where it can
protect its ICBM warheads
from the harsh conditions of
atmospheric reentry. AP
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Moscow (AP): Belarusian air
force crews have completed
their training for using tactical
nuclear weapons as part of
Russia’s plan to deploy the
weapons to its ally Belarus
amid the fighting in neighbour-
ing Ukraine, the Russian
Defence Ministry said on
Friday.

The ministry released a
video in which a Belarusian
pilot said that the training
course in Russia had given the
crews of the Belarusian air
force’s Su-25 ground attack jets
the necessary skills for using
the weapons.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin declared last month that
Moscow planned to put some
of its tactical nuclear weapons
in Belarus. It was another
attempt by the Kremlin leader
to dangle the nuclear threat to
discourage the West from sup-
porting Ukraine.

Russia has a union agree-
ment with Belarus that envi-
sions close political, econom-
ic and military ties. Russian
troops used Belarusian territo-
ry to roll into Ukraine from the
north in February 2022 and
have maintained a presence in
Belarus.

The deployment of
Russian tactical nuclear
weapons to Belarus would put
them closer to potential targets
in Ukraine and NATO mem-
bers in Eastern and Central
Europe. Belarus shares a 1,250-
kilometer (778-mile) border
with NATO members Latvia,
Lithuania and Poland.

Such weapons are intend-
ed to destroy enemy troops on
the battlefield. They have a rel-
atively short range and much
less power compared with
nuclear warheads fitted to long-
range strategic missiles, which
are capable of obliterating
whole cities.  Putin said that
construction of storage facili-
ties for tactical nuclear weapons
would be completed in Belarus
by July 1. Russia also has helped
modernise Belarusian war-
planes to adapt them to carry-
ing nuclear weapons and pro-
vided the country with
Iskander short-range missiles
that could be fitted with a
nuclear warhead.

Putin has emphasised that
Russia would retain control
over any nuclear weapons
deployed to Belarus, just as the
US controls its tactical nuclear
weapons on the territory of its
NATO allies. Belarus,
Kazakhstan and Ukraine had
Soviet nuclear weapons sta-
tioned in their territory, but
handed them over to Russia
after the 1991 collapse of the
Soviet Union. 
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Asenior Norwegian spy
agency officer said Friday

that ”the intelligence threat
from Russia is not gone, but
significantly reduced” after
Norway expelled 15 Russian
diplomats on suspicion of 
spying.

“We are sure that they are
intelligence officers,” said Inger
Haugland, head of the counter-
intelligence unit with the
Norwegian Police Security
Service, known as the PST. “We
believe that the measure taken
yesterday was a good and
important measure.”

On Thursday, Foreign
Minister Anniken Huitfeldt
said the diplomats were sus-
pected of spying while work-
ing at the Russian Embassy in
Oslo.

Haugland said most of the
15 diplomats were working
either as spy handlers or inter-
cepting telephone and data
traffic. 

She said they were
employed either by Russia’s
civilian spy agency, the FSB
(Federal Security Service) or by
the GRU, which runs military
intelligence.

Haugland described them
as “specialists” but declined to
give further details or say
whether they had left the
Scandinavian country.

“Russian intelligence will
continue to operate in Norway
because Norway is important
to Russia,” she said.

Dag Rohjell, a senior offi-
cer with the PST, declined to
comment specifically on how
long the Norwegian authorities
had known about the alleged
activities of the 15 diplomats,
but pointed at two sectors of
special interest to Russia:
defence and oil.

“It is about what Norway

contributes to Ukrainian
defence capability and energy
supply to Europe,” Rohjell told
reporters. “We will contact
businesses that we know the 15
intelligence officers have had
contact with.”

Norway, a NATO mem-
ber, has a 198 kilometre-long
(123-mile) border with Russia
in the Arctic.

In neighbouring Sweden,
a person was arrested at the
largest refinery company in the
country on suspicion of corpo-
rate espionage, the prosecution
authority said Friday. Swedish
media said the suspect was a
Russian woman. The case was
shrouded in secrecy.

Dani Backteg, a
spokesman for Preemraff, an
oil refinery in Goteborg, west-
ern Sweden, told The
Associated Press that the per-
son arrested Thursday after-
noon, was “an employee of one
of our subcontractors.” He
referred to the police for fur-
ther comment.

Sweden’s security service
also said it was a police matter.
Police gave no comment.

Preem is the largest oil
refinery in Sweden, with two
plants on the west coast. It
accounts for 80 per cent of the
country’s refinery capacity.
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Wealthy nations can lead by
example in cutting car-

bon emissions, though much
faster action is needed to stem
global warming, US Energy
Secretary Jennifer Granholm
said on Friday in an interview
with The Associated Press.

Granholm and other senior
energy and environment offi-
cials from the Group of Seven
advanced economies are in
Hokkaido in northern Japan
this week for meetings on cli-
mate change, energy security
and related issues.

“That’s what we hope to do
is lead by example,” Granholm
said after touring the world’s
first and only liquefied hydro-
gen carrier, a ship that showcas-
es Japanese efforts to transform

heavily polluting coal into emis-
sions-free hydrogen power.

At the G-7 summit in May
last year, member nations set a
common goal of achieving a
fully or predominantly decar-
bonised electricity supply by
2035. The fact that carbon
emissions are continuing to
rise despite massive invest-
ments in cleaner energy is
“very disappointing,” Granholm
said.

But she noted that 90 per
cent of the new generating
capacity that came online glob-
ally last year is from renewable
sources.

“So this is happening. The
tectonic plates are shifting, and
it has to happen more quickly,”
she said, pointing to US efforts
to curb emissions in trans-
portation and power generation

and other steps toward “decar-
bonisation” of many indus-
tries.

Still, the approval of major
fossil fuel projects such as the
Willow project on Alaska’s
petroleum-rich North Slope
has drawn criticism that it runs
counter to President Joe Biden’s
pledges to cut carbon emissions
and move to clean energy.
There are also objections to the
project’s environmental impact.

Environmentalists say
Japan’s strategy of relying on
fossil fuels such as coal, even
with technologies like carbon
capture that prevent emissions
from escaping into the atmos-
phere, and failure to more fully
embrace renewable energy
sources such as wind and solar
power, fails to set a persuasive
example for other major pol-

luters such as China and India.
Granholm said that moves

toward embracing renewable,
clean energy sources, including
hydrogen, nonetheless “give
hope to others to be able to do
it as the technology lowers the
cost.” The Suiso Frontier, the
ship Granholm toured Friday as
it was docked in the port of
Otaru, is the world’s only lique-
fied hydrogen marine carrier.
Built by Japanese ship maker
Kawasaki Heavy Industries, it
carries hydrogen cooled to
minus 253 degrees Celsius
(minus 423 degrees Fahrenheit)
in a liquid form that occupies
one eight hundredth of the
volume it would occupy as a
gas.

The 8,000-ton ship was
built to carry hydrogen pro-
duced at a coal gasification

facility in Australia to Japan for
power generation and to fuel
vehicles, among other uses.

The Biden administration
is turning to hydrogen as an
energy source for vehicles,
manufacturing and generating
electricity.

It’s offering USD 8 billion to
entice the nation’s industries,
engineers and planners to fig-
ure out how to produce and
deliver clean hydrogen.

“We’re interested in taking
this to the next level in making
sure that it can be derived
from clean sources,” Granholm
said while standing on the
bridge of the vessel, whose
home port is Kobe. American
companies made final pitches
earlier this month in bidding for
a new program that will create
regional networks, or “hubs,” of

hydrogen producers, con-
sumers and infrastructure.

The aim is to accelerate the
availability and use of the col-
orless, odorless gas that already
powers some vehicles and
trains.

The Department of Energy
is required to fund at least four
hydrogen hubs by 2026.

The hubs are to demon-
strate various ways of produc-
ing hydrogen, including fossil
fuels, nuclear power and renew-
able energy sources.

The challenge is to ensure
such projects are commercial-
ly feasible, that there is adequate
demand from industries for the
hydrogen.

The Department of Energy
has estimated that at least USD
85 billion is needed to establish
a US hydrogen industry.

Washington (PTI): Many of
India’s proposals have been
well supported by the G20 bloc
and there has been an active
engagement, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said after a series of meetings
with her counterparts from the
influential grouping here. 

India assumed the year-
long presidency of the G20 in
December last year and aims to
host a leaders’ summit in New
Delhi in early September. The
G20 is an important forum of
the world’s 20 major developed
and developing economies.

Sitharaman met her coun-
terparts from the G20 nations
on the sidelines of the annual
spring meetings of the
International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank in
Washington on Thursday.

“We were very happy to see
that most of India’s proposals
have been well supported and
there has been an active engage-
ment,” she said.

The minister said discus-
sions at the second meeting of
G20 finance ministers and cen-

tral bank governors under
India’s presidency spread over
three sessions - the global econ-
omy, international financial
architecture, sustainable
finance, financial sector, finan-
cial inclusion, and internation-
al taxation.

She said the discussions
were very intense with a lot of
substantive inputs coming from
the members. The meetings saw
the participation of around 350
delegates with 13 invitee coun-
tries and various international
and regional organisations, she
said. Sitharaman said there
were six takeaways from the
G20 meetings. First, successful
discussion on the debt restruc-
turing and debt vulnerabilities
with the hosting of the Global
Sovereign Debt Roundtable,
she said.

Second is the issue of
reforming multilateral develop-
ment banks, an Indian initia-
tive, which has been very well
received, she said.The accep-
tance of an expert group where
we have two co-conveners,
strengthening the multilateral

development bank’s issue has
received a lot of warmth, she
said. “This expert group is
going about its work and hope-
fully by July, we should have
something on the table for the
members to discuss it,”
Sitharaman said.

The third is climate finance
and sustainable financing of cli-
mate and climate-related mat-
ters, she added.

“Bringing in private finance
and ensuring Sustainable
Development Goals are also

met up. This discussion on cli-
mate finance is also moving in
a very positive direction.

Not just the current flow,
but also the quantum that is
required for meeting current
climate challenges and also
looking at transitional costs, the
technology that is so required,”
she said.

The fourth takeaway was
the global partnership for finan-
cial inclusion where digital
public infrastructure has found
a lot of traction. “We’ve had dis-

cussions in Bengaluru, we are
having discussions here as well.
Leveraging DPI, which is the
digital public infrastructure for
achieving global financial inclu-
sion, is a subject which every
country has taken a keen inter-
est in and people are looking at
how best they can catch up with
bringing inclusion through the
use of technology,” she said.
Sitharaman said she was very
grateful to Singapore for having
reconnected the fact that both
countries are now in agreement
with the cross-border pay-
ments.

She said cross-border
payement per se has the
strength of being one of the
very important instruments
which can find a good buy-in
from all the countries.

“The fifth one I would put
as of today a possible takeaway
is the international taxation
issue, which was earlier dis-
cussed so that we achieve a fair
sustainable and modern inter-
national tax system that was
also discussed among members
today,” the minister said.

Beijing (AP): Chinese Defence
Minister Gen Li Shangfu will
visit Russia next week for
meetings with counterpart
Sergei Shoigu and other mili-
tary officials, China’s Defence
Ministry said on Friday. Li’s
visit underscores China’s
strengthening engagement
with Russia, with which it has
largely aligned its foreign pol-
icy in an attempt to reshape the
world order to diminish the
influence of the United States
and other Western democra-
cies.

China has refused to crit-
icise Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and blamed the US
and NATO for provoking
Moscow. During a 2022 visit to
Beijing, Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Chinese
leader Xi Jinping issued a joint
statement declaring a “no lim-

its” relationship between the
two countries.  Li will also visit
Russia’s military academy dur-
ing his April 16-19 trip,
Defence Ministry spokesper-
son Col. Tan Kefei said.

The trip follows an official
visit to Moscow last month by
Xi that emphasized how China
is increasingly becoming the
senior partner in the relation-
ship as it provides Russia with
political cover and an econom-
ic lifeline during its war on
Ukraine. While Moscow and
Beijing have said they would
increase contacts between their
militaries and stage more joint
sea and air patrols and drills,
the Chinese foreign minister
said on Friday that China
would not be helping Russia
with weapons, as the US and
other Western allies have
feared.
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Kyiv (AP): The battle for
Bakhmut is heating up again,
analysts and Russian officials
said Friday, as Ukrainian
defenders of the devastated city
resisted a coordinated three-
pronged attack by the
Kremlin’s forces and efforts to
stop supplies from reaching
them.

“Russia has re-energised its
assault” on Bakhmut, the UK
Ministry of Defence said of
recent developments in the
eastern Ukraine city, which for
eight and a half months has
been the stage for the war’s
longest and bloodiest fight.

“The Ukrainian defence
still holds the western districts
of the town but has been sub-
jected to particularly intense
Russian artillery fire over the
previous 48 hours,” the min-
istry’s assessment said.

Until recently, a notorious
private Russian military con-
tractor, the Wagner Group,
spearheaded the campaign to

take Bakhmut, making slow,
grinding progress at the cost of
thousands of lives on both
sides. Now, regular Russian
units have joined the thrust.

Military analysts have said
that seizing Bakhmut would
have public relations and tac-
tical military value for Moscow
though was unlikely to prove
decisive in the war’s outcome. 

The Russian Defence
Ministry also noted the
stepped-up fighting in western
parts of the city Friday.

“Wagner assault detach-
ments are engaged in high-
intensity combat operations to
capture areas of western
Bakhmut with airborne forces
supporting on the flanks,” the
ministry said in a statement.

It added: “The units of the
airborne forces operating on
the flanks are providing sup-
port to the assault squads and
stop the enemy’s attempts to
deliver ammunition to the city
and bring in reserves.”
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Pairs (AP): France’s top consti-
tutional body was expected to
rule Friday on whether President
Emmanuel Macron’s contested
plan to raise the retirement age
passes muster, a decision that
could calm or further enrage
opponents of the measure.

All eyes were on the heavi-
ly guarded Constitutional
Council, which can nix all or
parts of a complex pension
reform plan that Macron pushed
through without a vote by the
lower house of parliament.
Security forces stood behind a
metal fence erected in front of
the edifice where the decision
was being made.

Spontaneous demonstra-
tions were likely around France
ahead of the nine-member
council’s ruling. Opponents of
the pension reform blockaded

entry points into some cities,
including Rouen in the west or
Marseille in the south, slowing
or stopping traffic.

French Prime Minister
Elisabeth Borne was interrupt-
ed while visiting a supermarket
outside Paris by a group of peo-
ple chanting “We don’t want it,”
referring to the way she skirted
the vote by lawmakers to
advance the pension reform.

The government’s decision
to get around a parliamentary
vote in March by using special
constitutional powers height-
ened the fury of the measure’s
opponents, as well as their deter-
mination. Another group await-
ed Borne in the parking lot.
“We’re in a democracy, so every-
one can express themselves,” the
prime minister told news station
BFM TV. 
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India’s forex reserves increa-
sed by USD 6.306 billion to
USD 584.755 billion for the

week ended April 7, the RBI said
on Friday. 

In the last reporting week,
the forex kitty snapped a two-
week rising trend to decline by
USD 329 million to 578.45 bil-
lion.

It can be noted that in
October 2021, the country’s
forex kitty reached an all-time
high of USD 645 billion. The
reserves have been declining as
the central bank deployed the
kitty to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused by global devel-
opments.

For the week ended April 7,
the foreign currency assets, a
major component of the

reserves, increased by USD 4.74
billion to USD 514.431 billion,
according to the Weekly
Statistical Supplement released
by the RBI on Friday.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound and yen
held in the foreign exchange
reserves.

Gold reserves rose by USD
1.496 billion to USD 46.696 bil-
lion, the RBI said.

The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were up by USD 58 mil-
lion to USD 18.45 billion, the
apex bank said.

The country’s reserve posi-
tion with the IMF was up by
USD 13 million to USD 5.178
billion in the reporting week, the
data showed. 
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The finance ministry is plan-
ning an additional capital

infusion of Rs 3,000 crore this
fiscal in the three loss-making
public sector general insurance
companies to improve their
health, according to sources.

The government in FY22
provided Rs 5,000 crore capital
to three insurers — National
Insurance Company Limited,
Oriental Insurance Company
Limited and United India
Insurance Company.

Kolkata-based National
Insurance Company Limited
was given the highest Rs 3,700
crore, followed by Delhi-based
Oriental Insurance Company
Limited Rs 1,200 crore and
Chennai-based United India
Insurance Company Rs 100
crore.

According to the sources
these companies have been
asked to improve their solven-
cy ratio and meet the regulato-
ry requirement of 150 per cent. 

The solvency ratio is a mea-
sure of capital adequacy. A
higher ratio reflects better finan-
cial health and the ability of the
company to pay claims and
meet future contingencies and
business growth plans.

Barring the solvency ratio of
New India Assurance, this key
indicator of the three Public sec-
tor general insurance companies
stood below the regulatory
requirement of 150 per cent in
2021-22. 

For example, the solvency
ratio of National Insurance

Company Limited was 63 per
cent, Oriental Insurance
Company Limited 15 per cent
and United India Insurance
Company 51 per cent. 

The solvency margin is the
extra capital the companies
must hold over and above the
claim amounts they are likely to
incur. It acts as a financial
backup in extreme situations,
enabling the company to settle
all claims.

Each of these companies
has been asked to pursue a prof-
itable growth path, the sources
said, adding further capital
infusion would depend on their
performance indicators being
met.

During 2019-20, the gov-
ernment infused Rs 2,500 crore
in these three companies. It
increased substantially to Rs
9,950 crore in the following year
and Rs 5,000 crore in 2021-22.

Public sector general insur-
ance companies are undergoing
various reforms, including
organisational restructuring,
product rationalisation, cost
rationalisation and digitalisa-

tion.
For efficient use of capital

and to push profitable growth,
the sources said, a set of key per-
formance indicators linked
reforms have been initiated by
all public sector general insur-
ance companies effective 2020-
21 when the maximum capital
infusion was made.

Of the four state-run gen-
eral insurance companies only
New India Assurance Company
is listed on the stock exchanges,
the remaining three are wholly
owned by the government.

The government has
already announced its intention
to privatise one general insur-
ance company. To facilitate pri-
vatisation, Parliament has
already approved amendments
to the General Insurance
Business (Nationalisation) Act
(GIBNA).

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Budget 2021-
22 announced a big-ticket pri-
vatisation agenda, which includ-
ed two public sector banks and
one general insurance compa-
ny.
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India’s growth rate has been
modestly downgraded from

6.1 per cent to 5.9 per cent for
the current fiscal mainly because
of the slowness of domestic
consumption and data revision,
according to a top IMF official.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) on Tuesday lowered
India’s economic growth projec-
tion for the current fiscal to 5.9
per cent from 6.1 per cent ear-
lier. Yet India will continue to be
the fastest-growing economy in
the world.

In its annual World
Economic Outlook, IMF also
lowered the forecast for 2024-25
fiscal (April 2024 to March
2025) to 6.3 per cent from the
6.8 per cent it had predicted in
January this year.

Krishna Srinivasan, Director
of the Asia and Pacific
Department, IMF, said the revi-
sions to India’s growth have
been very modest from 6.1 per
cent to 5.9 per cent and proba-
bly reflects two factors.

“One is that domestic con-
sumption growth is starting to
slow, albeit modestly. The other
factor is data revisions in 2019
to 2020, which suggests the
economic position of India.
Before the pandemic was better.
The impact of the pandemic was
more limited than we thought,
and recovery has been stronger,”
he said.

All those point to the fact
that output gaps are closing, he
told reporters at a news confer-
ence here on Thursday.

“That explains how we see
the revisions to the forecast.
Now, in terms of what are the
risks, again, the external risks,
which are the same across the
region in terms of what happens
to partner country growth with
slowing growth in the US and
Europe.

“How does that affect India
and market turbulence? All
these are factors which are exter-
nal risks to the growth forecast,”
Srinivasan said.

IMF growth forecast is
lower than projections by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
RBI sees a 7 per cent GDP
growth in 2022-23 and a 6.4 per
cent in the current fiscal that
started on April 1.

The government is yet to
release full-year GDP numbers

for 2022-23.
Despite a significant drop in

growth rate projections from 6.8
per cent in 2022 to 5.9 per cent,
India continues to be the fastest-
growing economy in the world,
the World Economic Outlook
figures revealed.

Domestically, the govern-
ment is placing a lot of empha-
sis on capital spending,
Srinivasan said, adding if that
comes below what is expected,
that could also weigh on growth
prediction.

In response to a question on
RBI pausing the monetary pol-
icy, he said that it is in line with
the IMF’s baseline projection.
“Basically, at the current policy
rate 6.5 per cent, which is such
as a broadly neutral policy
stance, which is consistent with
how we see economic conditions
in India and available informa-
tion on expectations of inflation
one year out, which are pretty
much well anchored,” he said.

“So, again, we expect infla-
tion to come below target this
year. And in fact, in the most
recent print, which came out I
think yesterday or day before,
inflation has fallen to 5.7 per
cent, which is within the toler-
ance ban. So, our assessment is
broadly along the lines of what
we had said before. And so we
are fine with what the BRI has
done,” said the IMF official.

Srinivasan said growth in
2023 will be driven primarily by
the recovery in China and the
resilient growth in India.

These two economies alone
will account for about half of the
global growth this year. Growth
in most of the economies is
expected to bottom out in 2023
in line with other regions, he
said.

In Japan, growth is expect-
ed to pick up slightly to 1.3 per
cent in 2023, supported by
expansion in the monetary and
fiscal policy stance.

The downgrade related to
last October reflects weaker
demand in investment and car-
ryover from disappointing
growth in the last quarter of
2022, he said.

“In India, growth momen-
tum will begin to slow, as soft-
ening domestic demand offsets
strong external services demand.
Growth is expected to moderate
slightly from 6.8 per cent in 2022
to 5.9 per cent this year,” he said. 
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The production of coking coal by Coal India
Ltd (CIL) rose by 17.2 per cent year-on-year

(y-o-y) to 54.6 million tonnes (MT) in 2022-23.
The state-owned miner had produced 46.6

MT coking coal during the preceding 2021-22 fis-
cal, it said in a statement.

“The quantum leap was a whopping 8 MT.
This assumes significance at a time when the
Ministry of Coal has asked CIL to elevate the out-
put of this category of coal to 105 MT by 2030 in
a bid to reduce its imports and forex outgo,” it said

Subsidiary companies Bharat Coking Coal Ltd
(BCCL) and Central Coal Fields (CCL) togeth-
er accounted for almost the entire output of 54.3
MT in 2022-23.

While BCCL produced nearly 33.7 MT dur-
ing FY23, CCL contributed 20.6 MT.
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Hyundai Motor India Ltd on Friday said it
plans to launch its new entry level SUV Exter

in the second half of this year.
The new model will join the company’s line-

up of existing SUVs that include Venue, Venue
N Line, Creta, Alcazar, Kona Electric, Tucson and
IONIQ 5, Hyundai Motor India Ltd said in a state-
ment.

The Exter will be positioned below the Venue,
which is currently the company’s entry level SUV.
It will be launched in the second half of the year.

“Hyundai Exter is the 8th model in our line-
up with a SUV body style and we are confident
that this new member to our family will provide
further fillip to our growth in SUV sales,”
Hyundai Motor India Ltd COO Tarun Garg said.

This all-new SUV will enable customers with
smart mobility experiences, targeting Gen Z cus-
tomers, the company said. 
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The Y20 Consultations, the
two-day event organised

under the aegis of G20, began
at KIIT DU on Friday.
Policymakers from around the
world gathered to highlight
the pivotal role of youth in
building a prosperous and
peaceful society. 

The event was inaugurated
by Ashwini Kumar Choubey,
Minister of State for Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution, and Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,
who encouraged the younger
generation to emulate the life
and principles of Swami
Vivekananda and strive to make
India a leading nation in the 21st
century.

Choubey emphasized,
“Youths hold the future of this
great nation. They have a crucial
role to play in the development
process that will bring peace and
prosperity to society.” He also
applauded the accomplishments
of KIIT and its students in var-

ious sectors.
The participants were wel-

comed and felicitated by Dr.
Achyuta Samanta, the Founder
of KIIT and KISS.

The Y20 Consultations
brought together students, edu-
cators, business leaders, and
spiritual leaders from India and
G20 countries. The forum pro-
vided a platform for youths to
raise awareness of global issues,
exchange ideas, share innovative
thoughts, engage in discussions,
and negotiations, and reach a
consensus. The outcomes of
the deliberations will be present-
ed at the G20 meeting later this
year, presided over by Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

later this year.
Tusharkanti Behera, Minis-

ter of State for Home, Sports,
and Youth Services, Govern-
ment of Odisha, highlighted
the importance of the theme of
the Y20 Consultations, “Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam” (the world
is one family), and emphasized
the need for youths to come
together and work towards pre-
serving cultural heritage and
promoting national integrity.

Behera also lauded the
sporting achievements of Odi-
sha’s youths, mentioning that
three out of six students have
been selected from the state to
participate in the NASA Rover
Challenge 2023 in the USA.
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The NCLT has granted Future
Retail Ltd (FRL) an exten-

sion of 90 days for concluding
the Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP) of the
company.

Allowing FRL’s plea the
Mumbai bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
has extended the deadline to July
15, 2023, for concluding the
CIRP of FRL.

“... NCLT on April 13, 2023,
heard the application and grant-
ed the said exclusion of 90 days
from CIRP of FRL and conse-
quent extension for completion
of CIRP till July 15, 2023,” said
a regulatory filing from the
company.

This order was pronounced
orally by NCLT on April 13,
2023, and a “written order is
awaited”, FRL added.

The CIRP was initiated
against FRL by NCLT on July 20,
2022, following loan default.

The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) time
frame for resolution is 330 days,
inclusive of the time taken for lit-
igation.

As per Section 12(1) of the
Code, the CIRP shall be com-
pleted within a period of 180
days from the date of initiation.
However, NCLT may grant a
one-time extension of 90 days.
The maximum time within
which CIRP must be mandato-
rily completed, including any
extension or litigation period, is
330 days.

Last week, FRL informed
that they have received an
Expression of Interest (EoI)
from 49 players, including
Reliance Retail, Jindal Power Ltd
and Adani Group for acquiring
the assets of FRL.

On March 23, 2023, the res-
olution professional (RP) of
FRL invited new expressions of
interest, where prospective buy-
ers can bid for the debt-ridden
firm “as a going concern or indi-
vidual cluster or a combination
of clusters of its assets”, as it failed
to attract a resolution plan in
over four months.

Earlier, it had received EoI
and finalised 11 prospective
bidders, including Reliance and
April Moon Retail, but could not
get a resolution plan despite two
extensions in the deadline for
submissions.
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Union Minister for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and

Dairying Parshottam Rupala
on Friday made it clear that the
country will not import dairy
products like butter and the sup-
plies will be improved with the
help of huge untapped domes-
tic sector.

Rupala’s statement comes
even as his ministry’s top offi-
cial had last week stated that the
stocks of dairy products, espe-

cially butter and ghee etc., were
lower than previous year and
the country might import if the
need arises.  

The ministry official had
also said that the country’s milk
production is estimated to be
static in 2022-23 due to lumpy
skin disease in cattle and
rebound in post-COVID-19
demand.  

When asked about meeting
the shortages of dairy products
through imports, Rupala said:
“There is no truth in it (short-

age of dairy products). No
import will take place.”  

There is no shortage of
milk in the country and the gov-
ernment is regularly monitor-
ing, he said on the sidelines of
the launch of two animal health
initiatives here.  

“The demand has increa-
sed. We have a huge untapped
area, we will try to tap that...We
will manage it properly and
there is no need to worry,” he
said and urged farmers and con-
sumers not to worry about it.
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Digital loan management
platform Credgenics has

become operationally profitable
in the fourth year of business
and expects to grow more than
two folds in the current fiscal to
around Rs 240 crore, a senior
official of the company said.

WestBridge Capital-backed
Credgenics co-founder and chief
product and technology officer
Anand Agrawal said that the
company raised around Rs 202
crore till 2021 and it has about
two-third of the fund still in the
account.

“We have been able to ach-
ieve our set target in the finan-
cial year 2023. We have clocked
about Rs 100 crore in FY23. This
year revenue will be around Rs
230-40 crore. This includes rev-
enue from the international
market as well,” he said.

The company provides dig-
ital collection solutions like
messages to remind customers
through email, WhatApp, dialers
etc. To make payments along
with the strategy and execution
for the recovery of loans.

“Lending depends on the
collection. Every lender has
been trying to solve it on their
own using multiple platforms,
outsourcing models. We have
tried to solve it by bringing in a
lot of technological aspects to it,”
Agrawal said.

The company has built a
pan-India marketplace of
lawyers and connects them with

lending institutions for the loan
recovery.

“Since the last fundraise
our revenue has grown 7 times,
customers have grown 5 times
to 100,” Agrawal said.

He said that the company is
engaged with almost all private
banks and non-banking finan-
cial companies, including IIFL
Finance, Mahindra Finance,
Hero Fincorp and TVS Credit.

“We are very actively work-
ing with fintechs as they are
going to be future lenders,”
Agrawal said.

Credgenics has started oper-
ations in India and is now plan-
ning to expand to other South
East Asian countries.

Agrawal said the company
is looking to acquire peers in
South East Asian countries to
expedite business growth.

“We have enough funds
available for acquisition. Fund is
no issue if we get a suitable deal.
We have enough resources. We
have a lot of investors available
for us,” he said.
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Before deleting all legacy Blue
tick marks on April 20,

Twitter on Friday introduced a
feature that allows posts with
10,000 characters for paid Blue
subscribers.

Twitter now supports tweets
up to 10,000 characters in length,
“with bold and italic text format-
ting,” the company informed.

In February, the micro-
blogging platform introduced
4,000-character-long tweets for
Blue subscribers.

“Sign up for Twitter Blue to
access these new features, and
apply to enable Subscriptions on
your account to earn income
directly on Twitter. Tap on
‘Monetization’ in settings,” said
the Elon Musk-run company.

Musk on Thursday announ-
ced that ‘Subscriptions’ are now
enabled on the platform — a
way for people’s most engaged
followers to help them earn
money from Twitter for their
contributions on the platform.

“We’re firing up creator sub-
scriptions bigtime! Works for
longform text, pics or video,”
Musk posted.
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Global credit rating agency
Moody’s  Investors

Service on Friday said that
2022 saw a spike in the annu-
al sovereign bond defaults
with seven countries default-
ing on repayments.

In 2023, there were two
sovereign defaults - Argentina
and Mozambique.

In a report, Moody’s said
the year 2022 saw the highest
number of defaults since
1983.

“Seven sovereigns default-
ed during the year, namely
Mali (Caa2 stable), Russia
(rating withdrawn), Sri Lanka
(Ca stable), Belarus (Ca neg-
ative), El Salvador (Caa3 sta-
ble), Ukraine (Ca stable) and
Ghana (Ca stable),” the report
states.

“The annual sovereign
bond default rate jumped to
nearly 5 per cent in 2022,
more than five times the aver-
age default rate in 1983-2022.
There have been two defaults,
by the governments of
Argentina (Ca stable) and
Mozambique (Caa2 positive),
in 2023 to date,” Moody’s
said.
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The gold price jumped Rs 480
to touch a lifetime high of Rs

61,780 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Friday amid
a strong global trend, according
to HDFC Securities. 

In the previous trade, the
precious metal ended at Rs
61,300 per 10 grams. 

Silver also climbed Rs 410 to
Rs 77,580 per kg. 

“Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at Rs
61,780 per 10 grams, up Rs 480
per 10 grams,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst - Commodities
at HDFC Securities, said. 

In the overseas market, both
gold and silver were trading
higher at USD 2,041 per ounce
and USD 25.88 per ounce,
respectively. 

Gold prices traded higher in
Asian trading hours on Friday.

Comex spot gold prices
surged to a 13-month high as
bullish sentiment was boosted
by a decline in the dollar index
and yields, Gandhi said. 
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Kitchenware brand
Wonderchef is expecting to

clock a Rs 725 crore revenue
this fiscal on the back of retail
expansion and greater penetra-
tion into e-commerce.

The company, founded by
celebrity chef Sanjeev Kapoor
and food entrepreneur Ravi
Saxena in 2009, has closed
FY23 with a Rs 560 crore rev-
enue, lower than the target of
Rs 600 crore, due to the lower-
than-expected sales, which
grew only 22 per cent. 

Sales were a tepid 7 per
cent in the third quarter, and so
was the March quarter, offset-
ting the better traction in the
first half, thus leading to an
overall lower growth of 22 per
cent as against the planned 30
per cent, Saxena told PTI in an
interaction.

However, the company is
confident of about 30 per cent
growth this fiscal on the back
of retail expansion and the fast-

growing new categories like
coffee machines, he added.

Currently, online trade
fetches a third of its total sales,
and traditional and modern
trade get around 20 per cent
each, while direct sales fetch
about 8 per cent, and the rest
from exports, he said. 

The company is present in
about 10,000 general trade
stores and over 1,200 modern
trade stores, and in the next
two years, it is planning to
expand its presence to 25,000
general trade stores and 2,500
modern trade stores, which
should prop overall volumes,
Saxena said. 

He said this fiscal they are
eyeing a 10 per cent sales to
come in from the direct-to-
home channel, where about
75,000 women from across
1,000 towns are associated with
it. Further, he said over the next
two years, the company will be
investing around Rs 100 crore
to expand its teams and ramp
up marketing efforts. 
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Two late own goals left
Manchester United work
to do to reach the Europa

League semi-finals as Sevilla sal-
vaged a 2-2 draw from the first
leg of their quarter-final tie at
Old Trafford on Thursday.

United appeared to be cruis-
ing to victory through two goals
from Marcel Sabitzer inside the
opening 21 minutes.

But the loss of centre-backs
Raphael Varane and Lisandro
Martinez to injury proved cost-
ly as Tyrell Malacia and Harry
Maguire deflected balls into
their own net in the final six
minutes plus stoppage time.

United will also have to cope
without Bruno Fernandes for the
second leg on April 20 after he
picked up a yellow card that
leads to a suspension.

The home side were without
28-goal top scorer Marcus
Rashford due to injury, but still
made light work of the Spaniards
before half-time as Sabitzer
struck twice. Anthony Martial's
return for injury is a timely boost
for Ten Hag with Rashford set
to be sidelined for a few weeks.

The Frenchman has been a
peripheral figure since the
Dutchman took charge, but Ten
Hag said on the eve of the game
that his side play their best
football with Martial up front.

So it proved as Martial's
hold-up play eventually saw the
ball worked to Fernandes, who
fired a ball into Sabitzer's feet
and the on-loan Bayern Munich
midfielder coolly slotted past
Bono.

Just a few moments later
Sabitzer, who had scored only
once for United in 12 previous
appearances, netted his sec-
ond. Martial was this time the
creator with a perfect pass
through for Sabitzer to again
leave Bono in the Sevilla goal
with no chance.

Casemiro's first appearance
for nearly a month due to a four-
game Premier League ban

added authority to the United
midfield and the Brazilian
should have marked the occa-
sion with a goal after more good
approach play by Martial. Sevilla
are fighting a relegation battle in
La Liga and it showed until a late
flurry as they only briefly threat-
ened to bring the tie to life.

Tanguy Nianzou's powerful
header in first-half stoppage
time was saved by David De

Gea before Varane completed
the clearance off the line.

Antony came closest to
adding to United's lead in the
second half when the winger
struck the inside of the post with
Fernandes begging for a pass in
a better position.

Ten Hag showed his
thoughts were already turning
to a trip to Nottingham Forest
in the Premier League on

Sunday as Fernandes and
Martial made way in the final
half-hour.

That decision proved cost-
ly as Malacia dallied to allow
Jesus Navas to pounce inside the
United box, the former
Manchester City winger's cross
deflecting off the Dutch left-
back to wrong-foot De Gea.

Martinez then pulled up
with a what looked like a con-

cerning Achilles injury and had
to be helped from the field by
fellow Argentine World Cup
winners Marcos Acuna and
Gonzalo Montiel. United had
already made their five substi-
tutions so ended the game with
10 men and could not hold on.

De Gea produced a brilliant
save to deny Youssef En-Nesyri
an equaliser.

But United's reprieve only
lasted seconds as another En-
Nesyri header cannoned off
Maguire and into the net in the
92nd minute.


��� +/:1$(33+

Jurgen Klopp admits Liverpool
cannot blow their transfer

budget on glamorous "Ferrari"
signings, with the Reds appar-
ently priced out of the race for
Borussia Dortmund star Jude
Bellingham.

Liverpool had been strong-
ly linked with a close-season
move for the England midfield-
er but are now believed to have
switched their attention else-
where.

With Real Madrid,
Manchester City, Manchester
United and Chelsea also report-
edly interested in the 19-year-
old, competition for his signa-
ture is likely to be fierce, driving
up his price.

Klopp's preference is to
spend Liverpool's funds on sev-
eral players to improve an age-
ing squad that has badly under-
performed this season.

In a pointed message to fans,
the German made it clear the
club have to look at the bigger
picture rather than chasing a
marquee signing.

"It is not about Jude
Bellingham, my answer now, but
I never understood why we talk
about things we theoretically
cannot have," Klopp told
reporters on Friday.

"We cannot have six players
in a summer, everyone for £100
million ($125 million). Everyone
would say that is clear."

He added: "You have to
realise what you can do and then

work with it. That is your job.
We are not children.

"When you ask a five-year-
old what they want for
Christmas and they tell you, 'I
don't know, a Ferrari', you
wouldn't say 'that's a good idea'
— you would say 'that is too
expensive and anyway you can-
not drive it'.

"If this kid then was really
unhappy because he didn't get a
Ferrari, it would be a really sad
life."

Klopp publicly praised
Bellingham in December,
describing him as "exceptional"
after he impressed at the World
Cup in Qatar.

The teenage midfielder, who
previously played in England for
second-tier side Birmingham, is
close to international team-
mates Trent Alexander-Arnold
and Jordan Henderson, raising
hopes among Liverpool sup-
porters that one of Europe's
hottest prospects could be com-
ing to Anfield.

"You look what you can do,
and you work with that. That is
always how I worked," Klopp
said.

"What we need and what we
want, we try everything to try to
get but there are moments where
we have to accept and step
aside and do different things."

The Liverpool boss will wel-
come back Luis Diaz for the trip
to Elland Road, with the
Colombia forward available for
the first time since suffering a
knee injury in October.
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Is any record safe with Manchester
City hotshot Erling Haaland around?

The 22-year-old Norwegian could
overhaul Mohamed Salah's record of 32
goals in a 38-game Premier League sea-
son this weekend, with relegation-
threatened Leicester the fearful visitors.

The overall single-season record of
34 goals in the Premier League era —
set in the days of 42 games per side by
Andrew Cole and Alan Shearer — will
surely be next to fall.

Haaland's goal in Manchester City's
3-0 demolition of Bayern Munich this
week — his 11th in the Champions
League this season — was his 45th for
the club in all competitions in an
incredible debut campaign for Pep
Guardiola's team. That broke the all
competitions goal record by a Premier

League player since the rebranded
top-flight was founded in 1992, with the
previous highest total set 20 years ago
by Manchester United's Ruud van
Nistelrooy and matched in 2017/18 by
Liverpool's Salah.

Van Nistelrooy and Salah both took
52 games to score those 44 goals.
Haaland has played just 39 games so far.

There are a maximum of 15 games
remaining for treble-chasing City this
season — nine in the league, the sec-
ond leg of the Champions League semi-
final against Bayern followed by a like-
ly semi-final over two legs and a pos-
sible final.

There is also an FA Cup semi-final
against Championship side Sheffield
United, with City favourites to progress
to the final.

Haaland is averaging more than a
goal per game but he has hit a purple

patch, netting 11 goals in his past four
games, including five in City's 7-0 home
win against RB Leipzig.

The striker hit the ground running
at the Etihad after two-and-a-half free-
scoring seasons at Borussia Dortmund.

And the records have been falling
regularly for the powerful forward, who
became City's leading scorer in a sin-
gle campaign in March, overtaking
Tommy Johnson's haul of 38 goals,
which had stood since 1929.

Haaland's haul of 45 goals also
breaks his previous best goalscoring sea-
son.

In 2019/20 he netted a total of 44
goals, 28 for Salzburg and 16 for
Dortmund.

Haaland's statistics for City show
his potent all-round threat — he has 28
goals with his favoured left foot, 10 with
his right and seven with his head.

Forty of his 45 strikes have come
with his first touch — underlining his
potency in and around the penalty box.

And just one of his goals in all com-
petitions has been scored from outside
the area.
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Feyenoord took a step
towards the Europa League

semi-finals on Thursday with a
1-0 win over Roma in the first
leg of the two teams' last eight
clash. Netherlands midfielder
Mats Wieffer gave Eredivisie
leaders Feyenoord a slender lead
to take to Rome with a sump-
tuous volley nine minutes after
the break at Rotterdam's De
Kuip stadium.

The 23-year-old's third goal
of the season was just enough
for the Dutch outfit to see off
Roma in a rematch of last sea-
son's Conference League final
which was won by the Italians.

Roma, who sit third in
Serie A, will have the chance to
overturn the deficit when the
teams meet again in the Italian
capital next Thursday.

They might have to be
without forwards Tammy
Abraham and Paulo Dybala.
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Assistant referee Constantine Hatzidakis
will face no further action from the

English Football Association (FA) despite an
elbow on Liverpool defender Andy Robert-
son. The incident occurred just after the half-
time whistle had been blown during the
Reds' 2-2 Premier League draw with Arsenal
on Sunday. Hatzidakis was stood down dur-
ing the FA investigation but has now been
cleared of any wrongdoing and is free to con-
tinue officiating

"We have thoroughly reviewed all of the
evidence in relation to the recent incident

at Anfield involving the Liverpool defend-
er Andrew Robertson and match official
Constantine Hatzidakis, and we will be tak-
ing no further action," the FA said in a state-

ment. "Our comprehensive process involved
reviewing detailed statements from
Liverpool and PGMOL (Professional Game
Match Officials Ltd), as well as multiple
angles of video footage, in relation to both
the incident and its surrounding circum-
stances."

An irate Robertson was shown a yellow
card in the aftermath as he had to be led
away by teammates.

In a statement issued by PGMOL,
Hatzidakis said: "I fully assisted the FA with
their investigation and have discussed the
matter directly with Andy Robertson dur-
ing an open and positive conversation.
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Federico Gatti's first ever Juventus goal gave
the Italian side a 1-0 win over Sporting Lisbon

on Thursday and a solid chance of reaching the
Europa League semi-finals.

Joyous Gatti tapped in the only goal of a tight
game in the 73rd minute at the Allianz Stadium
in Turin to give Juve a slender lead to defend in
Portugal next week.

The 24-year-old defender was on hand to
poke home after Antonio Adan flapped at a deep
cross and Dusan Vlahovic had his resulting head-
er cleared off the line.

Scoring for Juve is the latest step up for Gatti,
who has risen from being an amateur footballer
and bricklayer to playing for Italy's biggest club
and the national team.

"I can't even say how I feel right now, it's
impossible to explain," said Gatti to Sky Sport.

"The more you play the more comfortable
you become with everything, and my teammates
make things so much easier for me."

The win was a positive end to a night in
which Juve had to watch in worry as goalkeep-
er Wojciech Szczesny was checked over by med-
ical staff following chest pain. Poland interna-
tional Szczesny was replaced by Mattia Perin late
in the first half, leaving the pitch in tears after
breathing problems and heart palpitations.

"The reality is that I'd seen Mattia was doing
really well in training and I was tired," joked
Szczesny, who then spoke of his tearful exit from
the match.

"It was fear, it was something that had never
happened to me before. I was struggling to
breathe so I was worried and scared."

Perin proved a handy replacement for
Szczesny, who Juve say didn't have any serious
health issues after early tests.
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Rafael Nadal's preparation for
a tilt at a record-extending

15th French Open title suffered
a further blow when on Friday
he announced his withdrawal
from the ATP Barcelona tourna-

ment. The 36-year-old Spaniard
said he had still not recovered
full fitness from the hip flexor
injury he sustained in the
Australian Open in January and
which saw him miss this week's
Monte Carlo Open.

"I am still not ready and so
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Paris Saint-Germain coach
Christophe Galtier said on

Friday he was "deeply shocked"
by accusations that he made
racist remarks about players
when he was coaching Ligue 1
club Nice last season.

"I am deeply shocked by the
remarks attributed to me and
which have been relayed by
some in an irresponsible way,
which hurt me deeply," Galtier
said at a press conference.

The 56-year-old has denied
making racist and Islamophobic
remarks following allegations
which surfaced in an email
apparently sent by the former
Nice sporting director Julien
Fournier and which have been
reported by various French
media. The message was report-
edly sent by Fournier to Dave
Brailsford, the former head of
British Cycling and now Direc-
tor of Sport at chemicals giant
Ineos, the owners of Nice.

"I was brought up on a state
housing estate and in a multicul-
tural environment with shared
values and respect for other peo-
ple, whatever their origins,
colour or religion," Galtier
added. "I cannot accept having
my name tarnished in this way.
I have therefore decided to take
legal action against anyone who
tries to damage my reputation."

Galtier was speaking short-
ly after the public prosecutor in
the southern French city of
Nice announced that a prelim-
inary investigation had been
opened into possible "racial or
religious discrimination".
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Astrong United States team led by top-10 play-
ers Jessica Pegula and Coco Gauff will tar-

get one of nine qualifying spots this weekend for
the Billie Jean King Cup Finals. Record 18-time
champions of the competition formerly known
as the Fed Cup, the USA will be heavily fancied
to overcome Austria in Delray Beach, Gauff 's
Florida home town where she trains.

"We're not taking this lightly," said US cap-
tain Kathy Rinaldi, who can also call upon 2017
US Open runner-up Madison Keys and last year's
Australian Open finalist Danielle Collins. "We're
going in prepared. We're going to prepare like we
prepare for any other tie, not be overconfident."

Julia Grabher, the world number 78, is
Austria's highest-ranked player, but the
Americans will be on guard against an upset hav-
ing lost their past two encounters with their
upcoming opponents.

"I have great memories, of course, because
it was a big surprise," said Austria skipper Marion
Maruska, who was part of the team that beat the
US in the first round of the 2002 event. "The
Austrians, the press, nobody came because
everybody thought we were going to lose."

Defending champions Switzerland and 2022
runners-up Australia received direct entrance to
the November 7-12 finals, which will feature four
groups of three. A wild card nation will complete
the line-up along with the nine qualifiers.

Ukraine are without Anhelina Kalinina but
can turn to Marta Kostyuk — who won her first
WTA title last month — and Dayana Yastremska
as they play the Czech Republic on neutral
ground in Turkey.

The Czechs won six titles between 2011 and
2018, and have former world number two and

2021 French Open champion Barbora Krejcikova
headlining another talented squad.

Britain, who reached the semi-finals last year,
are again missing Emma Raducanu for their clash
with France in Coventry, leaving 138th-ranked
Harriet Dart as their top singles player.

World number one Caroline Garcia and
Kristina Mladenovic, who both helped France
hoist the trophy in 2019, are part of the visitors'
quartet alongside Alize Cornet and youngster
Clara Burel. Poland are without three-time
Grand Slam champion Iga Swiatek against
Kazakhstan as the world number one continues
her recovery from a rib injury and infection that
forced her out of Miami.

Bianca Andreescu and Leylah Fernandez will
line up for Canada against an understrength
Belgium, while Romania will hope to overcome
the absence of key players for their tie in Slovenia.
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I continue my preparation
process for the return to compe-
tition," he tweeted.

The Barcelona tournament
starts on Saturday and the
French Open on May 28.

Nadal said it hurt him to
miss Barcelona.

"Barcelona is a special tour-
nament for me because it is my
club by adoption and because
playing at home is always a
unique feeling," he said.

The 22-time Grand Slam

singles champion — he shares
the record with Novak Djokovic
— had originally thought he
would be out for up to two
months.

He pulled out of hard-court
tournaments at Indian Wells and
Miami, with his sights set on a
return at the start of the clay
court season.

His fitness problems have
become an increasing issue since
he won his 14th French Open
crown last year.

He eased to victory against
Casper Ruud despite having his
troublesome left foot anaesthe-
sised to counter the pain — he
was diagnosed with Müller-
Weiss syndrome aged 18.

He subsequently withdrew
from his Wimbledon semi-final
due to an abdominal injury.

His long absence from the
circuit this time round has seen
him drop out of the top 10 for
the first time since April 2005 —
he is presently ranked 15th.
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ating, exploring, and monetizing
new opportunities. This goes to
show that the ACC is doing a
great job of innovating and
expanding its reach in the glob-
al market," Shah added.

On the World Cup fixture,
Shah said that all existing infra-
structure will be upgraded
before the World Cup.

"All existing infrastructure
in the country will be upgrad-
ed before the World Cup."

On the proposed new NCA,
Shah said: "I will be travelling to
NCA Bangalore to take stock of
progress of the National Centre
of Excellence."

The new NCA will have
about 40 pitches with 20 having
floodlight facility, a 16,000
square feet gymnasium and a
host of other world-class facili-
ties including a residential block
to ensure all-round holistic
development.

The Board has already secu-
red land on lease from KIADB
for a period of 99 years. The new
NCA will be a Centre of Excel-
lence which will be ready in July-
August 2024.

"Another major develop-
ment has been the approval 
of a third international cricket
stadium set to be built in Uttar
Pradesh (Varanasi)," Shah 
said.

He also informed that refur-
bished NCA's infrastructure 
will be all inclusive and will
ensure access for the specially-
abled.

The BCCI is confident that
the ace India fast bowler Jasprit
Bumrah, out of action due to a
back injury, will be fit in time for
the World Cup 2023. India will
host the 50-over tournament
later this year in October-
November and the schedule is
expected to be declared soon.
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The Women's Premier League
(WPL) will be played in the

home-away format from the
next edition onwards with a big-
ger window, most likely during
Diwali, BCCI secretary Jay Shah
said on Friday.

The inaugural edition of the
tournament was held here from
March 4-26 across two venues in
Mumbai.

"We are mulling the possi-
bility of scheduling the WPL, in
the home and away format, in
the Diwali window; not two sea-
sons in a year but just a differ-
ent time window," Shah said
during an interaction with medi-
apersons.

"Women's cricket now has a
dedicated audience base and this
number will only keep growing
as we expect an encouraging
turnout at the next WPL."
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While Shah had earlier

made it clear that India will not
travel to Pakistan to play the Asia
Cup, he also said that feedback
from other nations have been
sought on a possible replace-
ment venue.

"We are awaiting feedback
from other nations to finalise the
venue for the 2023 Asia Cup and
clarity on the India-Pakistan
match," Shah added.

Under Shah's leadership,
the Asian Cricket Council has
earned USD 26.2 million.

"We have achieved a historic
milestone of generating addi-
tional revenue for the ACC, cre-
ating new avenues of income
such as NFT, Hybrid Graphics,
and Pathway Tournament rights.

"This has resulted in a
record-breaking 26.2 million
USD earned. This incredible
milestone was achieved by cre-
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Brook, who was roped in
aftEngland's new batting
sensation Harry Brook
brought a high-flying

Kolkata Knight Riders down to
earth with a sensational 55-ball
century as Sunrisers Hyderabad
cantered to its second victory by
23 runs in an IPL match, here on
Saturday.

Young Brook finally man-
aged to crack the IPL code in
style with SRH managing a
massive 228 for 4 in their stip-
ulated 20 overs on a batting
beauty. Their bowlers despite
some hammering from home
skipper Nitish Rana and Rinku
Singh were restricted to 205 for
7 in 20 overs.

Brook, who was roped in
after his exploits in Pakistan,
finally announced his arrival in
style, when he smashed four
fours and two sixes inside first
three overs to give SRH the best
start of the season.

Bought by SRH for a whop-
ping Rs 13.25 crore, Brook had
managed only 29 in first three
games but found his rhythm
with a 55-ball-100 as he smashed
12 fours and three sixes. This
was 16th edition's first century.

In reply, it was always going
to be difficult for KKR to main-
tain a run-rate of 11 plus per
over but skipper Rana (75 off 41
balls) did launch into SRH
bowlers with half a dozen sixes
and had 'Man of the Moment'
Rinku Singh (58 not out off 31
balls) for company in their 69-
run stand off only 6.2 overs. This
was after KR were reduced to 96
fo 5 within first 10 overs.

Once T Natarajan got rid of
Rana, it was left to Rinku to pull

off yet another heist as 57 were
needed off last three overs.

But Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(1/29 in 4 overs) gave 10 in the
18th over while Natarajan (1/54
in 4 overs) went for 16 in the
penultimate over.

With Rinku on strike and 32
needed off last over, Umran
Malik (1/36 in 2 overs) came
back well to dismiss Shardul
Thakur with the first delivery
and effectively sealing the game
as the southpaw was stranded at

the other end for first two deliv-
eries. Rinku face four balls but
Umran bowled fast and full to
keep him under check with
only eight runs being conceded.
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Earlier, having got a reprieve

on 45, when he was dropped by
rookie leg-spinner Suyash
Sharma an easy chance off his
own bowling, Brook got to his
50 off 32 balls.

Brook also overturned a

caught-behind decision off
Lockie Ferguson when on 61, as
he hammered the Kiwi fiery
pacer in the same over five fours,
en route to the first century of
the season, which came off a sin-
gle off Umesh Yadav in the final
over.

Opted to bowl, KKR field-
ing was also a big letdown as

Skipper Aiden Markram
also played an impactful innings
in the middle when he raced to
a 26-ball fifty as the duo stitched

together 72 runs from 47 balls.
After Markram's departure,

young left-handed batter
Abhishek Sharma (32; 17b) gave
a fine support as the duo also
added 72 runs (33b) to pile on
KKR's misery.

Heinrich Klaasen then
played a cameo of 16 not out in
six balls as SRH dished out a
superlative batting display after
KKR opted to bowl.

Barring Caribbeans, Sunil
Narine (4-0-28-0) and Andre

Russell (2.1-0-22-3) who pulled
a muscle and could not complete
his overs, none of the KKR
bowlers failed to impress.

The day fully belonged to
the English batter, who carried
his bat replicating his success in
Pakistan Super League (PSL),
where he had scored 264 runs
for Lahore Qalandars in eight
innings, which included a cen-
tury, at a strike rate of 171.4 in
2022 edition.

Brook also has eye-pop-
ping numbers in Tests and has
scored 809 runs with four cen-
turies and three fifties in 10
innings. KKR may have missed
the trick by giving him some
easy pace fodder to begin with
as Brook was happy to take
Yadav to cleaners, while the fiery
Ferguson was wayward, both
conceding 14 runs in their
opening overs.

From 43 for no loss in
three overs, Sunil Narine man-
aged to drag them in a tidy
fourth over that perfectly set it
up for Andre Russell to inflict
a double blow.

Bowling for the first time
this season, the Jamaican dis-
missed Mayank Agarwal (9;
13b) straightway before pulling
a muscle. Russell however man-
aged to finish the over and took
the wicket of in-form Rahul
Tripathi in the last-ball to give
KKR the vital opening.

But Brook and skipper
Markram batted sensibly, espe-
cially against Narine and raced
to quick fifties to keep their run-
rate near the 10-run mark.

The SRH skipper gave
Brook a fine support and nego-
tiated the middle overs well in
an entertaining 72-run partner-
ship that came off just 47 balls.
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With a penchant for making
big scores, the supremely

gifted Shubman Gill is set to
dominate world cricket for the
next decade, feels legendary
Australian opener Matthew
Hayden.

The 23-year-old Gill, who
has already scored two hundreds
in Tests, four in ODIs and one
in T20Is, once again showed his
class en route to a sublime 67 off
49 balls in Gujarat Titans' six-
wicket win over Punjab Kings in
the IPL here on Thursday.

Hayden is one of the many
to have been impressed by Gill's
ability to control the proceed-
ings.

Speaking to Star Sports,
Hayden said, "Gujarat Titans
needed someone to take respon-
sibility and bat deep in this run
chase against a quality Punjab
Kings bowling attack, and
Shubman Gill did just that.

"Some of the shots that he
played were pleasing to the
eyes. He's such a class player and
he's going to dominate world
cricket for the next decade or so."

For the young opener Gill,
it was his second fifty of IPL
2023.

�
���������
Gujarat Titans skipper

Hardik Pandya has been fined
Rs 12 lakh for maintaining a
slow over rate during their IPL
match against Punjab Kings.

The IPL aims for matches to
finish in three hours and 20
minutes, but slow over rate is
proving to be an issue with sev-
eral games stretching past the
four-hour mark.

"As it was his team's first
offence of the season under the
IPL's Code of Conduct relating
to minimum over-rate offences,
Mr. Pandya was fined Rs. 12
lakh," an IPL media advisory
said on Friday.
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Let down by below-par batting
in their recent twin defeats,

Punjab Kings will want their bat-
ters to improve their dot-ball
count when they take on a
rampaging Lucknow Super
Giants in the IPL here on
Saturday. After a flying start to
the new season with two wins,
Punjab endured two back-to-
back losses following their fail-
ure to post good totals on the
board.

If skipper Shikhar Dhawan
was left to carry the team on his
shoulders against Sunrisers
Hyderabad, the day he failed the
other batters could only manage
153 for 8 against Gujarat Titans,
mainly because of Shahrukh
Khan's nine-ball 22.

The main reason behind
PBKS's underwhelming total

was their failure to push the
scoring in the middle overs
between 10 and 15. They ended
up playing 56 dot balls, an area
where the team will have to get
better.

With scores of 40, 86 not out
and 99 not out in his first three
innings, Dhawan remains
undoubtedly Punjab's most
impactful player but it is the
inconsistency of the other bat-
ters that is a reason for worry.

Young opening partner
Prabhsimran Singh exploded
in the opening match but has
failed since, whereas the other
batters -- Matthew Short and
Jitesh Sharma, have not been
able to consolidate on their
starts.

While the batters disap-
pointed, the bowling unit, led by
young Arshdeep Singh, has
looked in fine fettle.

It was Arshdeep and Eng-
land's Sam Curran, who took the
game to the last ball while
defending a modest total on a
belter of a wicket before Rahul
Tewatia intervened on Thursday.

Among spinners, Harpreet
Brar has used his resources
well, while Rahul Chahar
remains a wily customer but to
be fair to the bowlers, they just
didn't have enough runs to play
with.

The Super Giants, on the
other hand, have won their last
two games, and another win on
Saturday will take them to the
top spot in the IPL standing.

While skipper KL Rahul has
struggled with his strike-rate so
far, the Super Giants have found
new heroes to take the team
home.

If Krunal Pandya produced
an all-round show against

Sunrisers, West Indian Nicholas
Pooran's breath-taking 19-ball
62 helped them to chase down
a difficult 212 against Royal
Challengers Bangalore in their
last match.

LSG has a balanced batting
line-up with opener Kyle Mayers
producing the goods in the first
two matches, while the lower
middle order comprising
Marcus Stoinis, Pooran and
Ayush Badoni has shown the
other day they can win crunch
games.

However, Deepak Hooda
has failed so far.

Among bowlers, they have
a good mix of pace and spin.
While Mark Wood and Avesh
Khan have looked good, leg-
spinner Ravi Bishnoi, veteran
leggie Amit Mishra and Krunal
Pandya have also shone in their
respective roles.
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Winless in the tournament
so far, Delhi Capitals need

to fire as a unit if they have to
effect a turnaround as they gear
up to clash with Royal Challen-
gers Bangalore in their IPL
match here on Saturday.

The Capitals are enduring a
poor start to the season as they
have lost all their four games to
remain pointless in the tourna-
ment so far. Nothing is going
right for the David Warner-led
side and the team's think-tank
is struggling to stem the rot that
has set in. Warner and his
deputy Axar Patel have carried
the team's batting attack with all
others failing miserably.

Axar's comeos have been
the only silver lining for Delhi
this season. Warner is second in
the leading run getters' list but
his strike rate of 114.83 is a con-
cern. He has been struggling to
score runs at rapid rate and DC
losing wickets in heaps has
only made the Australian's task
harder.

Prithvi Shaw's technical pro-

blems against top-quality pace
attacks have come to the fore,
which is something that can't be
fixed quickly. Manish Pandey,
who came in place of Sarfaraz
Khan, has also failed to con-
tribute. Handed a debut Yash
Dhull lasted just four balls
against MI.

Delhi's pacers have been
taken to the cleaners although
Anrich Nortje and Mustafizur
Rahman did well against MI
albeit in a losing cause. But more
will be expected of them at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium, which
is a belter of a track.

Spinners Axar and Kuldeep
Yadav are also yet to churn out
match-winning performances.

RCB, on the other hand, will
look to get back to winning
ways. After making a winning
start, RCB lost their way, falling
to back-to-back defeats.

The likes of Virat Kohli
and Faf du Plessis have con-
tributed with the bat and would
be eyeing another good show
come Saturday. Glenn Maxwell
being back amongst runs is
also a good sign for the hosts.
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Dropped from the game against Punjab
Kings, beleaguered seamer Yash Dayal

was provided with enough support but no
sympathy by his IPL franchise, Gujarat
Titans, after conceding five successive sixes
in last outing, his teammate Rahul Tewatia
said.

Needing 29 to win in the last over,
Kolkata Knight Riders' Rinku Singh
smashed Dayal for five sixes on the trot to
claim a sensational win against defending
champions GT in front of their home crowd
in Ahmedabad on Sunday.

However, GT came back strongly with
a six-wicket victory over Punjab Kings here
on Thursday, with 'iceman' Tewatia hitting
the winning runs.

At the post-match press conference,
Tewatia spoke about how the team backed
the beleaguered seamer, who contributed to
the team's title triumph last season.

"This is the worst, you can't go any lower

than this," is what Tewatia told Dayal after
his forgettable outing.

"He was one of our main bowlers. We
became champion last season and he played
a massive role in it. He bowled well with the
new ball as well in the death last year,"
Tewatia said. "One match cannot change the
fact of what he has done for us. I don't think
anyone in the team has given him any sym-
pathy," he said at the post-match press con-
ference.

"I told him, 'One match has gone bad.
If you want to go down then only you can
hit the rock bottom otherwise at GT no one
will ever make you feel bad about it. Keep
practising and execute what didn't happen
that day and wait for your chance. "This is
the worst, you can't go any lower than this',"
added the 29-year-old of his chat with Dayal.
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England head coach Brendon
McCullum's appearance in

online betting advertisements
has landed him in a fix with the
country's cricket board (ECB)
probing if it is in breach of the
governing body's anti-corrup-
tion rules.

The former New Zealand
captain had appeared in online
advertisements after joining bet-
ting organisation '22Bet' as an
ambassador in January. He had
shared a video on his Facebook
page on March 27 promoting
22Bet's markets on the IPL.

"We are exploring the mat-
ter and are in discussions with
Brendon around his relationship

with 22Bet," the ECB was quot-
ed as saying by the BBC. "We
have rules in place around gam-
bling and will always seek to
ensure these are followed."

The ECB, however, clarified
that McCullum is not currently
under any investigation. New
Zealand's Problem Gambling
Foundation had complained to
the ECB about the adverts last
week. According to ECB's anti-
discrimination code "directly
or indirectly soliciting, inducing,
enticing, instructing, persuad-
ing, encouraging, facilitating or
authorising any other party to
enter into a bet in relation to the
result, progress, conduct or any
other aspect of any match or
competition" is an offence.
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