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Amulti-agency investigation
has led to the arrest of 17

people — including mafia
members “wanted in India” —
mostly members of the local
Sikh community, in connection
with 11 shootings, including
one at a gurdwara in
Sacramento, and have seized
assault weapons in a series of
raids carried out over 20 places,
authorities have announced.

Law enforcement officials
in Northern California on
Monday said members of these
groups were allegedly involved
in a mass shooting at a
Stockton Sikh temple where
five men were shot outside the
Gurdwara on August 27, 2022,
and a shooting at a Sacramento
Sikh temple on March 23,
2023, where two men were
shot.

The 17 felony arrests, pri-
marily members of the local
Sikh community, were made
during a large-scale operation
with agents executing search
warrants at 20 locations in
Northern California on Sunday,
according to an announce-
ment made by California
Attorney General Rob Bonta,
Yuba City Police Chief Brian
Baker, and Sutter County
District Attorney Jennifer
Dupre.

Police seized 42 guns, such
as AK-47s, handguns, and at
least one machine gun, Dupre
said.

At a news conference,
Dupre said, two of the people
arrested are mafia members
who are “wanted on a number
of murders” in India.

The arrested members,
said California Attorney
General, are part of rival crim-
inal syndicates alleged to be
responsible for numerous vio-
lent crimes and shootings,
including five attempted mur-
ders, in Sutter, Sacramento,
San Joaquin, Solano, Yolo, and

Merced counties.
Throughout the investiga-

tion, known as Operation
Broken Sword, 41 firearms
were confiscated from sus-
pects. A press release said that
law enforcement was able to
prevent two additional shoot-
ings from occurring.

“Today, California is safer
thanks to collaboration, deter-
mination, and swift action by
DOJ agents and our law
enforcement partners in Sutter
County,” said California
Attorney General Rob Bonta. 

He said there is more to be
done to prevent gun violence.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
will probe the case of protests
and attempt to vandalise the
Indian High Commission in
London last month. The NIA
will take over the case from the
special cell of the Delhi Police.

A group of pro-Khalistani
protesters shattered windows
at the London mission and
pulled down the national flag
during protests on March 19,
a day after crackdown against
radical preacher Amritpal
Singh in Punjab. See P4
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday questioned the

Gujarat Government over the
remission granted to the 11
convicts in the Bilkis Bano case,
saying the gravity of the offence
should have been considered
and asked whether there was
any application of mind. 

The apex court’s displea-
sure came after the Centre and
Gujarat Government’s reluc-
tance to share the file notings
of the remission and
Government’s move to seek
review of the earlier orders
seeking file notings.

The court also warned that
Governments will face con-
tempt of court.

Asking for reasons for the
premature release of the con-
victs, a bench of Justices KM
Joseph and BV Nagarathna
also questioned the paroles
granted to them during their
incarceration period. “It

(remission) is a kind of grace
which should be proportional
to crime. Look at the records,
one of them was granted parole
for 1,000 days that is three
years, the other 1,200 days
and the third for 1,500 days.
What policy have you (Gujarat
Government) been following?
It is not a simple case of Section
302 (murder) but a case of
murders compounded by gang-
rape. Like you cannot compare
apples with oranges, similarly
massacre cannot be compared
with single murder.”

Hearing a plea challenging
the release of the convicts, the
court said although there was
consultation with the Centre
for grant of remission, the
State is required to apply its
mind, looking at the gravity of

the offence. 
The Centre and the Gujarat

Government also told the court
they may file a plea seeking a
review of its March 27 order
asking them to be ready with
original files on the grant of
remission.

Senior advocate AM
Singhvi, appearing for one of
the PIL petitioners, said the
records show that when the
convicts were released on bail,
they had issued threats to wit-
nesses and were involved in
other crimes. 

Advocate Shobha Gupta,
appearing for Bilkis, said no
new records have been filed in
the petition and it is just the
challenge to the remission
granted to the convicts.

Continued on Page 2
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In latest development in UP,
reports have surfaced that

gangster-politician Atiq
Ahmad had written a letter two
weeks before his murder, with
instructions to send it to the
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
and the Chief Justice of India
in case of his death. The letter
is being dispatched to the CM
and the CJI, Atiq’s lawyer said
on Tuesday.

“That letter in a sealed
envelope is neither with me nor
sent by me. It is kept some-
where else and being sent by
some other person. I don’t
know the contents of the letter,”
gangster-politician’s lawyer
Vijay Mishra said.

Meanwhile, a senior Uttar
Pradesh Special Task Force
(STF) official on Tuesday said
police will seek remand of the
three assailants who shot dead
Atiq and his brother Ashraf,
and added all the questions
regarding the killing will be
answered. 

In a related development,
the Supreme Court on Tuesday
agreed to hear on April 24 a
plea seeking an independent

probe into the killing of Atiq
and his brother Ashraf in
Prayagraj.

Continued on Page 2
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The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has

issued a notice to the Uttar
Pradesh Police over the killing
of gangster-politician Atiq
Ahmad and his brother Ashraf
by three assailants posing as
journalists when they were
being escorted by police in
Prayagraj, officials said on
Tuesday.
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Acouple of days after the
killing of gangster-politi-

cian Atiq Ahmad and his
brother Ashraf by three gun-
men, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday said, “No mafia can
spread terror in Uttar Pradesh
and every district is now safe
having its own identity.”

Those who were “trouble
for UP earlier, today are in
trouble themselves”, he made
the remarks without taking
any name or mentioning any
incident. Attacking the previ-
ous Governments over the
riots in the State, the Chief
Minister said, “More than 700
riots took place in UP between

2012 and 2017 (during
Samajwadi Party regime). Over
364 riots took place in UP
between 2007 and 2012 (dur-
ing the BSP rule). However,
from 2017 to 2023, not a sin-
gle riot took place in the State.
Curfew was not imposed even
once, nor was there any need
for it.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

attached four properties (three
movable and one immovable
property located at Coorg dis-
trict, Karnataka) valued at
�11.04 crore belonging to
Congress MP and son of for-
mer Union Minister P
Chidambaram, and others in
the INX Media Pvt Ltd case
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

PMLA proceedings were
initiated against Karti
Chidambaram, Advantage
Strategic Consulting Pvt Ltd
(ASCPL), and others by the ED
by recording an enforcement
case information report (ECIR)
(equivalent to FIR in police
parlance) on the basis of an FIR
registered by the CBI for com-
mission of offences punishable
under various sections of the
IPC and Prevention of
Corruption Act.

“During the investigation
conducted by the ED, it is
revealed that illegal gratifica-
tion (proceeds of crime) was

received directly and indirect-
ly from M/s INX Media Pvt
Ltd, to which accused P
Chidambaram had granted
FIPB approval, through sever-
al shell companies controlled /
beneficially owned / used by
another accused Karti P
Chidambaram,” the ED said.

Illegal gratification was
received in the company of the
accused in the name of pro-
viding consultancy by the enti-
ties from INX Media. 

The total proceeds of crime
laundered over a period of
time is �65.88 crore, the agency
said. “The money was routed to
overseas accounts and invest-
ment was made in various
overseas properties and shares
of companies through various
shell companies directly or
indirectly controlled by Karti P
Chidambaram and through
his confidants,” it said.
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Scotching speculation that
he along with his loyal

MLAs in the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) is set to
join the BJP, Leader of the
Opposition in the Maharashtra
Assembly Ajit Pawar on
Tuesday said he would work for
his party NCP till he is alive. 

“There is no truth in
reports about any rift in the
NCP and my joining hands
with the BJP. We (party MLAs)
are all with the NCP. I will work
for the NCP till I live,” said Ajit. 

He dismissed reports that
he had taken the signatures of
40 of 53 MLAs of NCP amid a
buzz about his rumoured
alliance with the BJP. 

Ajit said such unfounded
reports hurt party workers and
create confusion among them.

Responding to a query,
Pawar said no signatures of
(NCP) MLAs were taken. “We

are working as a family and will
continue to do that,” he added. 

Rumours about Ajit
Pawar’s next political move
started doing rounds last week
when he suddenly cancelled his
scheduled meetings and also
made comments which were
seen as being soft on the BJP
and Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde’s camp. 

Continued on Page 2

'������
('�
�����

�
������)
�
��
��*
���
�		
���*� �+�


$���� �34'29� 3

At least five Australian uni-
versities have placed bans

or restrictions on students from
some Indian States, amid a
surge in fraudulent applications
from South Asia seeking to
work — not study — in this
country, according to a media
report.

Australia is on track for its
biggest-ever annual intake of
Indian students, topping 2019’s
high watermark of 75,000.

But the current surge has
prompted concerns from law-
makers and the education sec-
tor about the integrity of
Australia’s immigration sys-
tem and the long-term impact
on the nation’s lucrative inter-
national education market, The
Sydney Morning Herald news-
paper reported on Tuesday.

“The volume of students
arriving has come back a lot
stronger than anyone was
expecting,” said Jon Chew from
global education firm Navitas.

“We knew there would be
a lot of pent-up demand, but
there has also been a surge in
non-genuine students,” Chew
was quoted as saying.

With many applications
deemed by universities not to
meet Australian visa require-
ments that they are a “genuine
temporary entrant” coming
solely for education, universi-
ties are putting restrictions in
place to pre-empt their “risk
rating” being downgraded, the
report said.

An investigation by The
Age and The Sydney Morning
Herald newspapers has
obtained emails from within
Victoria University, Edith
Cowan University, the
University of Wollongong,
Torrens University, and agents
working for Southern Cross
University that show the crack-
down on applications from
Indian students.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday made it clear that

it will not go into personal laws
governing marriages while
deciding the pleas seeking legal
validation for same-sex mar-
riages and said the very notion
of a man and a woman, as
referred to in the Special
Marriage Act, is not “an
absolute based on genitals”.

The day’s proceedings on
the sensitive issue started with
Centre’s vehement submission
that its “preliminary objec-
tion” be heard and decided first
that the court cannot go into
the question which essentially
is on Parliament’s turf.

Irked over the submission,
a five-judge constitution bench
headed by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud said “we are in-

charge” and the nature and ten-
ability of the preliminary objec-
tion will depend on the canvas
the petitioners open up.

Terming the issue involved
in the pleas as “complex”, the
bench asked the lawyers
appearing in the matter to
advance arguments on the
Special Marriage Act, a religion
neutral statute.

The Special Marriage Act,
1954, is a law that provides a
legal framework for the mar-

riage of people belonging to
different religions or castes. It
governs a civil marriage where
the State sanctions the marriage
rather than the religion.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, referred to the ramifi-
cations for various personal
laws if the top court were to
validate same-sex marriages
and gave illustrations from the
Special Marriage Act saying
even it has terms like “man and

a woman”.
The bench said it is not the

question of “genitals” and the
very notion of the special law
having “man and woman” is
not restricted to the genitals.

“It is not the question of
what your genitals are. It is far
more complex, that’s the point.
So, even when the Special
Marriage Act says man and
woman, the very notion of a
man and a woman is not an
absolute based on genitals,”
said the bench, which also
comprised Justices SK Kaul, SR
Bhat, Hima Kohli and PS
Narasimha.

At the outset, Mehta raised
the issue of preliminary objec-
tion and said the subject which
the apex court is dealing with
is virtually the creation of a
socio-legal relationship of mar-
riage which would be the
domain of the competent leg-
islature.

He said when the subject is
in the concurrent list, the peti-
tions would not be maintain-
able in the absence of the
States as parties to the matter
being adjudicated.

Continued on Page 2
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ADelhi court has convicted
a father-son duo for rioting

and arson during the 2020
North-East Delhi riots, saying
the prosecution proved the
charges against them beyond
reasonable doubts. 

Additional Sessions Judge
Pulastya Pramachala was hear-
ing a case against Mithhan
Singh and his son Jony Kumar,
who were accused of being pre-
sent in a riotous mob that
torched several properties in
lane number four of Khajuri
Khas on February 25, 2020.

“I find that it is proved
beyond doubt against both the
accused that they were part of
the mob which burnt the prop-
erty (of complainant Shabana

Khatoon). 
“Thus, they are held guilty

of the offences under sections
147 (rioting) 148 (rioting,
armed with a deadly weapon)
436 (mischief by fire or explo-
sive substance with intent to
destroy house, etc) read with
section 149 (every member of
unlawful assembly guilty of
offence committed in prose-
cution of common object) of
the Indian Penal Code and
convicted accordingly,” the
judge said in an order passed
on Monday.

The only witnesses who
identified both accused as
members of the mob were
prosecution witnesses Mohd
Tahir and Constable Rohtash,
the judge said.

Continued on Page 2
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Two infants were in a criti-
cal condition on Tuesday

after a group of men set fire to
the home of a minor Dalit girl,
whom two of them had
allegedly raped last year.

The injured babies include
the rape victim’s six-month-old
child – born after the 11-year-
old was impregnated in the sex-
ual assault – and her two-
month-old sister, police said.    

The two rape accused,
recently released on bail,
allegedly barged into the fam-

ily’s thatched shed Monday
evening with five others, after
the victim refused to withdraw
the case. They beat up her
mother and then set the shed
on fire. According to chief
medical superintendent Sushil
Srivastava, the rape victim’s
infant son suffered 35 per cent
burns and her sister 45 per cent
burns in the incident. 

“As their condition wors-
ened, both the kids were sent
to Kanpur for better treat-
ment,” he said.  

Santosh Singh, Circle
Officer, Purva said the rape vic-
tim’s father was attacked with
an axe by her grandfather and
uncle, who had sided with the
accused, and four other people
on April 13 according to a com-
plaint filed by her mother. 

The father is admitted at
the district hospital with seri-

ous injuries, he said. Police said
the Dalit girl was gang-raped
on February 13, 2022. She gave
birth to a son in September that
year. The victim’s mother also
alleged that their house was set
on fire to eliminate her daugh-
ter’s infant son. 

Meanwhile, a teenager and
his mother consumed acid fol-
lowing a petty dispute and
died at a hospital. Reports said
that Avnish Kumar of Daraura
village of Kamalganj police
station area, is a farmer.

On Monday evening,
Kumar’s wife Malti Devi (30),
scolded his son Prem (15) over
some petty issue. Upset over
that, Prem consumed acid kept
in the house. Malti Devi also
consumed acid and the moth-
er-son duo were shifted to the
District Hospital where both
died within a few hours. 
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Delhi Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has

approved extensive reforms
aimed at increasing the ‘ease of
doing business’ and reducing
compliance burden for every-
one in the national capital.

The far ranging set of 70
reforms spanning 16 depart-
ments aim to digitise and expe-
dite approvals for various gov-
ernment-related services and
reduce the burden of compli-
ance for businesses and indi-
viduals alike, the government
said in a statement.

The reforms cover various
departments, including
Revenue, Labour, DPCC, IT,
Power, Excise, Drug Control,
Health, Fire Service, Food and
Civil Supplies, Administrative
Reforms, Transport, and
Weights and Measures.

Additionally, inter-depart-
mental reforms have also been
identified under this plan, it
said.

As many as 22 reforms
were approved by Kejriwal for
the Revenue Department
which include digitising and
publishing online land trans-
action deeds, making search-
able metadata for land deeds
available in public domain,
digitising and publishing online
land transaction deeds and
record of rights (ROR) for 20
years among others.

Creating an online system
for registration of partnership
firms, implementing an inde-
pendent grievance mechanism
for filing complaints related to
property registration at Sub
Registrar Office, publishing an
online dashboard in public
domain for all approvals & reg-
istration has also been ensured.

Likewise, for the Labour
department, 10 reforms were
approved.  These include online
filing of single integrated return
under all the labour laws, elim-
inating the provision which
poses restrictions on women to
work in night shift to ensure
24x7 work for females, a single
form to be developed for reg-
istration of trade licences and
shops and establishment, auto
renewal of factory licence, pub-
lishing an online dashboard in
public domain for all approvals
and registration.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Tuesday said it has arrested its
former sepoy for conducting a
fake raid at a shop in Kolkata
impersonating as the investi-
gating officer and issuing
“forged” summons to an
accused to extort money.

“The Enforcement
Directorate (ED), Kolkata on
16.04.2023 has arrested
SukumarKamaliya, Head con-
stable, SSB (who was earlier
posted in the ED as Sepoy on
deputation from 2019-2022),”
the agency said in a statement
on Tuesday.

He was “found to be
involved in conducting an

unauthorized search opera-
tion” (by way of impersonation)
in Kolkata and also issuing
forged / fraudulent summons
to one of the persons under
investigation.

In one case, Sukumar
Kamaliya in un-authorized
manner, obtained information
about the investigation being
conducted against a person
during his posting and after his
repatriation, as a part of extor-
tion plan, issued a fraudulent
summons to the said person in
order to extort money from
him.  In the other matter, he
conducted an unauthorized
search operation in a coffee
shop in South Kolkata and
threatened the owner of the
coffee shop to extort �10 lakh.
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With less than 10 days to go
for the Youth-20 meeting

in Leh, the Union Territory
administration in Ladakh is
fully geared up to welcome the
delegates from G-20 countries.  

As of now China is expect-
ed to skip the meeting while it
is yet not confirmed whether
Turkey, Indonesia and Saudi
Arabia, three members belong-
ing to the  Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC),
would be attending the meet.

A high level meeting to
finalise the arrangements was
convened in Leh on Monday.

It is for the first time Leh
is hosting any international
event especially after becoming
the Union Territory in August
2019.
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Former Governor of Assam
Lt General(retired)Ajai

Singh died on Monday.  Chief
Minister of Assam Himanta
Biswa offered condolences.  A
veteran of the 1965 and 1971
wars, Lt General Singh was
born on November 20, 1934.

He belonged to a respect-
ed family of Kunadi, Rajasthan.
An alumni of Mayo College,
Ajmer and National Defence
Academy(NDA)(JSW), he was
commissioned in 17 Horse
(The Poona Horse), after hav-
ing received the Sword of
Honour of the 17th Regular
Course, Indian Military
Academy(IMA), army officials
said here on Tuesday.    

An exceptionally bright
officer, he attended the Tank
Commanders Course in
Czechoslovakia, Defence
Services Staff Course,
Wellington, Higher Command
Course at College of Combat at
Mhow and Royal College of
Defence Studies in London
(UK) in 1983.

Lt General Ajai Singh
played a stellar role with Poona
Horse in both 65 and 71 wars
and was awarded ‘Mentioned
in Despatches’.  He command-
ed 17 Horse, 14(I) Armoured
Brigade, 31 Armoured Division
and 4 Corps
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In an attempt to clean River
Hindon, which is a tributary

of River Yamuna, four projects
worth �407.39 crore have been
given green signal for pollution
abatement in the Shamli dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh under the
National Mission Clean Ganga
(NMCG).

“These projects are part of
the comprehensive Hindon
Rejuvenation Plan. Hindon
river is identified as a priority
polluted river stretch. The pro-
jects which were sanctioned are
to prevent the flow of polluted
water into Krishni River.
Krishni is one of the major trib-
utaries of Hindon which dis-
charges pollution from Shamli
district into River Hindon,”
said an official from the
Mission.

The four projects in Shamli
district include construction of
5 Million Litres per Day (MLD)
Sewage Treatment Plant

(Nirmal Jal Kendra), 5 KLD
Septage Co-treatment Facility,
and other works in Babri and
Bantikhera villages, 5 MLD
STP, 5 KLD Septage Co-treat-
ment Facility, and other works
in Banat town, 40 MLD STP, 20
KLD Septage Co-treatment
Facility, Interception and
Diversion and other works in
Shamli town and 10 MLD STP,
10 KLD Septage Co-treatment
Facility and other works in
Thanabhawan town.

Overall, eight projects
worth around �638 crore were
approved at the 48th meeting
of the Executive Committee of
the NMCG.

As part of preparations for
the Mahakumbh in Prayagraj,
Uttar Pradesh, in 2025, one
project for development of 7
ghats namely Dashashmedh
Ghat, Quila Ghat, Naukayan
Ghat, Gyan Ganga Ashram
Ghat, Saraswati Ghat, Maheva
Ghat and Rasulabad Ghat in
Prayagraj was also approved in
the meeting.
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From Page 1
“There will be more take-

downs. There will be more
guns removed from dangerous
individuals,” he said.

“No family should ever
have to worry about drive-by
shootings or other forms of gun
violence in the neighbour-
hoods where their children
live and play. As a result of this
joint law enforcement effort,
we’re taking guns off the street
and putting suspected gang
members and their associates
behind bars,” he said. 

“An investigation of this
magnitude requires a tremen-
dous amount of time and effort,
and especially a lot of person-

nel,” said Sutter County District
Attorney General 
Dupre.

Yuba City, a city of nearly
70,000 people along the Feather
River just north of Sacramento,
has a large Sikh community.
Locals often refer to the area as
“mini Punjab”. Each November,
tens of thousands of people
travel to the city for Nagar
Kirtan, one of the largest Sikh
gatherings in the US.

Sikhs also have a large
presence throughout
California’s Central Valley. The
Sacramento County Assistant
Sheriff said seven of the shoot-
ings occurred in Sacramento
County within the past year. 
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From Page 1

The court posted the matter for fil-
ing affidavits on April 19, following
which the proceedings on sentencing will
commence.

ASJ Pramachala noted the state-
ments of several public witnesses and
said it is safe to conclude that an unlaw-
ful assembly was formed with the com-
mon intention of attacking the proper-
ties of a particular community and that
the riotous mob engaged in incidents of
vandalism and arson.

Regarding the identification of the
duo as part of the mob, the judge said
none of the public witnesses or residents
of the lane, including the complainants,

supported the prosecution’s case and
refused to identify the accused persons
as members of the mob.

He said Tahir’s testimony was “reli-
able” to show both accused were out in
the lane and that they had joined the
riotous mob raising slogans, while
Constable Rohtash was the beat officer
of the area and saw the duo as part of the
mob that torched Khatoon’s property.
The judge said the testimony of the
police official could not be discarded
because of the absence of the daily diary
(DD) entry or a formal report on the
incident.

Based on the evidence of the two
witnesses, there was “no doubt that both
accused persons were part of the mob”
that indulged in the incident of arson at
Khatoon’s property, the judge said.  The
Khajuri Khas police station had regis-
tered an FIR against the duo on the basis
of Khatoon’s statement. Later, six other
complaints were also clubbed with the
case.
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From Page 1
Those universities that have restrict-

ed access to some Indian states are con-
cerned Home Affairs will reduce their abil-
ity to fast-track student visas because of the
number of applicants who are actually
seeking to work - not study - in Australia.

Perth’s Edith Cowan University in
February placed an outright ban on appli-
cants from the Indian states of Punjab and
Haryana, then in March, Victoria
University increased restrictions on stu-
dent applications from eight Indian states,
including Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Gujarat.

These restrictions came just days after
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese visit-
ed India, in part to celebrate Australia’s
education links and announce a new
agreement with Australia’s universities and
colleges that would, he said, herald “the
most comprehensive and ambitious
arrangement agreed to by India with any
country”. 

Crucially, the agreement included a
“mutual recognition of qualifications
between Australia and India”, which will
make travelling to either country for uni-
versity study easier.

The University of Wollongong in
March also ratcheted up conditions on its
“genuine temporary entrant” test on stu-
dents from India, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Lebanon, Mongolia, Nigeria
and “other countries deemed a risk (of stu-
dents not being a genuine temporary
entrant) by the Department of Home
Affairs”.
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The bench observed it first
wants to have a view of the canvas
which the petitioners’ side would
open up. 

On being pointed out the diffi-
culties and ramifications for the
Hindu Marriage Act and personal
laws of various religious groups if
the top court were to hold same-sex
marriages valid, the bench said,

“Then we can keep the personal
laws out of the equation and all of
you (lawyers) can address us on the
Special Marriage Act (a religion
neutral marriage law).”

Mehta referred to the laws on
transgenders and said there are
several rights such as the right to
choose partners, privacy right, right
to choose sexual orientation, and
any discrimination is criminally
prosecutable.

“However, the conferment of
socio-legal status of marriage can-
not be done through judicial deci-

sions. It cannot even be done by the
legislature. The acceptance has to
come from within the society,” the
law officer said.

Insisting that the preliminary
objection should be heard first,
Mehta said the petitioners’ side
can advance their submissions on
what they want and also an
overview confined to the prelimi-
nary objection raised by 
him.

“I am sorry Solicitor, we are in-
charge,” the CJI told Mehta, adding,
the court will hear the petitioners’

side first.
“You cannot dictate how we will

conduct the proceedings. I have
never allowed this in my court,” the
CJI said.

Mehta responded, he never dic-
tated things to court.

“This is a matter, too sensitive
an issue, where your lordships
would examine the preliminary
submission and then give me some
time. We may have to consider what
would be the stand of the
Government on further participa-
tion in this debate,” he said.
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From Page 1
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader

Sanjay Raut on Sunday added
grist to the rumour mill claim-
ing Sharad Pawar recently told
Uddhav Thackeray that his
party will never join hands with
the BJP even if anyone takes an
individual decision to do so.

Ajit Pawar slammed Raut
without taking the latter’s name
on Tuesday and said spokesper-
sons of other parties are behav-
ing like spokespersons of NCP.
The NCP leader said he would
raise this issue whenever there
is a party meeting. 

“No one knows who has
given them this right. You
speak about the party of which
you are a spokesperson. You
speak about your party’s
mouthpiece. We are very capa-

ble of making our stand clear. 
“There is no reason to take

our brief. They can put forth
respective (party’s) views. Our
party’s spokespersons, leaders
at the state, as well as the
national level, are capable of
explaining the party’s stand,” he
added. 

When Maharashtra was
under President’s rule after the
results of the 2019 Assembly
polls were out and Shiv Sena
(undivided) severed ties with
ally BJP, Ajit Pawar secretly
joined hands with Devendra
Fadnavis and a government
was formed with Fadnavis as
the chief minister and the NCP
leader as his deputy. However,
that government lasted for just
80 hours after Ajit Pawar
resigned. 

After the Shiv Sena joined
hands with the NCP and
Congress to form a coalition
government in November
2019, Ajit Pawar took oath as
the deputy chief minister and
handled the finance 
portfolio.
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From Page 1
The CM was addressing a

programme here which was
organised to sign a memoran-
dum of understanding with the
Centre for the establishment of
textile parks in Lucknow and
Hardoi districts spread over an
area of 1,000 acre. The MoU
was signed under the PM Mega
Integrated Textile Region and
Apparel (PM Mitra) scheme.

Union Textiles Minister
Piyush Goyal was also present
at the event.

Yogi also said Uttar
Pradesh today has the “most
favourable” environment to set
up enterprises, asserting that
the government is capable of
safeguarding the interests and
the capital of the investors,

according to an official state-
ment.

Expressing gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for choosing UP under the
Centre’s ambitious PM Mitra
scheme, Yogi said, “This move
is a step towards re-establish-
ing the UP’s ancient glory and
towards making the state the
‘new textile hub’ of the coun-
try.” 

“As a result of the efforts in
the last six years, the state
received investment proposals
worth over Rs 35 lakh crore
and Team UP is moving for-
ward with these programmes in
a time-bound manner to bring
an investment of up to Rs 10
lakh crore on the ground,” he
said. 

He also said that UP has its
own policy for textiles and
garments, and the government
is making every effort to take
the state forward in terms of
ease of doing business.
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Atiq (60) and Ashraf were

shot dead at point-blank range
by three men posing as jour-
nalists on Saturday night while
police personnel were escorting
the two brothers to a hospital
in Prayagraj for a check-up.

“Atiq had said that if there
was any mishap or if he was
murdered, the letter in the
sealed envelope should be sent
to the chief justice of India and
Uttar Pradesh chief minister,”
Mishra told PTI.

The brothers, both jailed in
Prayagraj, were in handcuffs
when they were killed in full
view of camera crews. They
were brought to Prayagraj from
Gujarat and Bareilly prisons for
interrogation in connection
with the killing of Umesh Pal
and his two police security
guards in February this year. 

Atiq had moved the
Supreme Court for protection,
claiming that he and his fami-
ly have been falsely implicated
in the Umesh Pal murder case
and he might be killed in a fake
encounter by the Uttar Pradesh
Police. 
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From Page 1
The bench told Additional

Solicitor General SV Raju,
appearing for the Centre and
the Gujarat Government, “Here
a pregnant woman, who was
gang-raped and several mem-
bers of her family were killed.
Crimes are generally commit-
ted against society and the
community. Unequals cannot
be treated equally.”

“The real question is
whether the Government
applied its mind and what
material formed the basis of its
decision to grant remission in
the facts and circumstances of
the case,” the bench said,
adding, “Today it is this lady
(Bilkis) but tomorrow it can be
anyone. It may be you or me.
If you do not show your rea-
sons for grant of remission,
then we will draw our own con-
clusions.”

The bench told Raju that
non-production of original
files will be construed as con-
tempt and asked him why the
State Government was shying
away from producing the files.
Justice Joseph said the court is
actually concerned with the
exercise of power by the State
in the present case and referred
to a 2006 two-judge verdict of
the apex court in the case of
Epuru Sudhakar versus
Government of Andhra
Pradesh, in which the remis-
sion order was set aside as the
ground was that the convict
was “a good Congress worker”
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A16-year-old boy allegedly
killed a man after he tried

to have unnatural sex with the
minor in north Delhi's Kotwali
area, police said on Tuesday. 

Both the boy and the man,
identified as Shambhu who
was around 45-year-old, lived
together, they said, adding the
minor has been apprehended. 

Police said the deceased's
body was found on Saturday
lying on the footpath of back
side of the Red Fort. 

An eyewitness, Shajid
Khan, who is a friend of the
deceased, identified him as
Shambhu, a senior police offi-
cer said. 

The statement of the eye-
witness was recorded and a
case under Section 302 (mur-
der) of the IPC was registered
at Kotwali police station, the
officer said. 

During investigation,
police apprehended the juve-
nile, a resident of Bihar, on the
identification of the eyewitness.
The boy confessed his crime
and disclosed that he left home
two years ago and wanted to go
to Mumbai to work in the film
industry, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(north) Sagar Singh Kalsi said.
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Heatwave conditions per-
sisted for the third con-

secutive day in parts of Delhi
on Tuesday, with some weath-
er stations recording the max-
imum temperature at least five
degrees Celsius above normal. 

However, cloudy weather
and light rain may provide
some relief from the heat on
Wednesday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said. The IMD said a
western disturbance active over
the western Himalayan region
is predicted to bring light rain
in the northwestern plains.

Delhi’s primary weather
station, the Safdarjung
Observatory, registered a max-
imum temperature of 40.4
degrees Celsius, four notches
higher than normal. This is the
fourth consecutive day that
the maximum temperature set-
tled above 40 degrees Celsius
here. Pusa and Pitampura
experienced heatwave condi-
tions with maximum temper-
atures settling at 41.6 degrees
to 41.9 degrees Celsius, respec-
tively. The threshold for a
heatwave is met when the max-
imum temperature of a station
reaches at least 40 degrees

Celsius in the plains, 37 degrees
Celsius in coastal areas, and 30
degrees Celsius in hilly regions,
and the departure from normal
is at least 4.5 degrees Celsius.
Earlier this month, the MeT
office predicted above-normal
maximum temperatures for
most parts of the country from
April to June, except parts of

the northwest and the penin-
sular regions. Above-normal
heatwave days are expected in
most parts of central, east, and
northwest India during this
period. In 2022, Delhi record-
ed its second hottest April
since 1951 with a monthly
average maximum tempera-
ture of 40.2 degrees Celsius.

The city saw nine heatwave
days in April last year, includ-
ing four in first 10 days, which
was maximum in month since
2010. It had recorded a high of
43.5 degrees Celsius on April
28 and April 29 last year. This
was the highest maximum tem-
perature in the month of April
in Delhi in 12 years.
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Most parts of India are
expected to see above-

normal temperatures and
more heatwave days this sum-
mer season but the national
Capital is yet to implement a
heat action plan (HAP), four
years after the Centre recom-
mended it do so.

Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Tuesday said that
the Government is “holding
discussions with experts, and
a heatwave action plan will be
prepared if something con-
crete emerges”. HAPs are the
primary policy response to
economically damaging and
life-threatening heatwaves.
They prescribe a number of
activities, disaster responses
and post-heatwave response
measures to decrease their
impact. Greenpeace India has
written to Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal, urging him
to publish a HAP by May 7
after consultations with all
stakeholders. The environ-
mental NGO said heatwaves
adversely impact thousands of
outdoor or construction work-
ers, the elderly and newborns.

“HAPs have proven effec-
tive in several regions across
India, making the lack of
action from the Delhi
Government concerning. With
a population of over 18 mil-
lion, including 11 million peo-

ple in the informal sector and
many migrants from climate-
sensitive areas, it is imperative
that the Delhi Government
takes immediate action to
release the HAP and protect
vulnerable populations from
the impacts of heatwaves,”
Avinash Chanchal, campaign
manager, Greenpeace India
said.

Studies show India is one
of the most exposed and vul-
nerable countries to heat.
Between 1951 and 2016, three-
day concurrent hot day and
hot night events have
increased significantly and are
projected to increase up to
four times by 2050 under the
intermediate and high emis-
sion pathways of
Representative Concentration
Pathways (RCP) 4.5 and 8.5.

RCPs capture assumptions
about economic, social and
physical changes to the envi-
ronment that will influence cli-

mate change within a set of
scenarios. The conditions of
each scenario are used to
model possible future climate
evolution. Heatwaves are also
projected to come earlier, stay
longer and become more fre-
quent, with urban heat island
effects exacerbating heat
impacts. The increased heat is
already leading to more heat-
related deaths, heat stress,
unbearable working condi-
tions, and a wider spread of
vector-borne diseases. 

By 2050, as many as 24
urban centres are projected to
breach average summertime
highs of at least 35 degrees
Celsius, disproportionately
impacting the economically
weaker sections. The
International Labour
Organisation estimates that
5.3 per cent of working hours,
or an equivalent of 34 million
jobs, would be lost due to heat
stress by 2030. 
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Following the directions of
the Lieutenant Governor

VK Saxena, the Delhi
Government on Tuesday issued
an order to the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(DERC) to conduct a special
audit of Distribution
Companies (DISCOMs) with
respect to electricity subsidy
released by the state govern-
ment  from 2016-17 to 2021-
22, through CAG empanelled
external auditor.

“…in view of policy involv-
ing larger public interest, here-
by gives directions to the Delhi
Electricity Regulatory
Commission to conduct
Special Audit of Distribution
Companies (DISCOMs) with
respect to Electricity Subsidy
released by the Government of
NCT of Delhi to DISCOMs for
financial years 2016-17 to
2021-22, through CAG empan-
elled external auditor, to ensure
that the subsidies reach the tar-
geted beneficiaries in the most
transparent and efficient way,”
Special Secretary (Power) Ravi
Dhawan said an order on
Tuesday.  The order is marked
to the member of the DERC.

Last week, Saxena, in a

note to the chief minister, has
criticised the government for
not conducting the audit of Rs
13,549 crore given to the dis-
coms over the past six years.
The LG has reiterated his stand
that power subsidy should be
provided to the poor, pointing
that amounts being given to
discoms be audited to ensure
non-pilferage. 

The LG in his note has
underlined that audit by the
CAG (Comptroller and
Auditor General) empanelled
auditors cannot and should
not be considered as substitute
to CAG audit.

Repeating his consent and
commitment to power subsidy
for the poor, Saxena has iterat-
ed that such subsidies are pub-

lic funds collected as revenue
from the people of Delhi and it
is the prime responsibility of
the government to ensure that
benefits reach the targeted
population rather than getting
pilfered for the gain of vested
interests. 

Allowing the proposal of
the government to conduct
audit through auditors empan-
elled with CAG, the LG has
underlined that audit of huge
amounts of public money
should be conducted by the
CAG. The AAP government
had been perfunctorily asking
the Delhi Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) to con-
duct the audit since 2015,
though it could have invoked
Section 108 of the Electricity
Act, 2003 and given binding
directions to the DERC for the
same, said the LG note.

However, the DERC did
not conduct any audit, upon
which the Power department
through the Chief Secretary
moved a file for asking the
DERC to compulsorily carry
out audit invoking the Act in
December, 2022, which was
turned down by the then Dy.
Chief Minister and Power
Minister Manish Sisodia on
January 27, 2023, officials said.
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Delhi Power Minister Atishi
on Tuesday slammed the

Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena for taking credit for a
special audit of power distrib-
ution companies (DISCOMS)
from 2016-17 to 2021-22
regarding electricity subsidy in
the national Capital. 

The power minister
claimed that the special audit
DISCOMS had been ordered
by the Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and being the power
minister, her office issued an
order to this effect.

Atishi informed that on
March 27, the Kejriwal gov-
ernment had sent the file
regarding the audit order to the
Lieutenant Governor (LG) but
he kept sitting on it for three
weeks.  “Finally, after getting

the file approved from Lt
Governor on Tuesday, the
Delhi government issued a
notification for conducting the
audit, however, the LG is mis-
chievously taking credit for it.
The Delhi government is con-
fident that the special audit will
reveal any irregularities and
help improve the distribution
of electricity subsidies in
Delhi,” she said.

The purpose of this audit
is to ensure that the residents
of Delhi receive electricity sub-
sidies in a transparent and fair
manner. In  a statement, the
Delhi government said that the
Power Minister’s office has
issued a special order, direct-
ing the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission to
conduct a thorough audit of all
electricity distribution com-
panies (DISCOMs) operating
in the city. 
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From 932 cases on March 30
to 4,976 on April 17, active

coronavirus cases in Delhi have
registered a jump of more than
433 per cent in nearly three
weeks. Delhi has reported more
than 13,200 cases of COVID-
19 in the past 19 days.

According to Delhi
Government’ s health depart-
ment data, the active case tally
on Monday stood at 4,976, a
jump of nearly 433 per cent
since March 30 when the cor-
responding figure was 932.
The active case count was, in
fact, higher on Sunday at 5,297.

Though Delhi has seen a
spike in coronavirus cases in
the recent past, hospitalisa-
tion remains low.  Experts
have maintained that there is
no need to panic and people
should follow Covid-appro-
priate behaviour and get boost-
er shots of vaccines.  LNJP
Hospital’s Medical Director
Suresh Kumar had cautioned
on April 13 that coronavirus

cases in the national capital will
peak in the next couple of
weeks. In the March 30-April
17 period, more than 30 fatal-
ities have been recorded,
including five deaths on April
15.  Delhi on Monday logged
1,017 COVID-19 cases, while
the positivity rate jumped to
32.25 per cent, the highest in 15
months, according to data
shared by the health depart-
ment.  

The capital had recorded a
positivity rate of 30.6 per cent
on January 14 last year. Delhi’s
COVID-19 tally climbed to
20,24,244 on Monday. Four
new fatalities pushed the death
toll to 26,567, the health
department’s bulletin stated.
Delhi’s daily Covid case count

breached the 1,000-mark again
on April 12, first time in over
seven months.  Since then, the
figures have been reported in
four-digit only. The spurt in the
number of fresh Covid infec-
tions came amid a sharp rise in
H3N2 influenza cases in the
country.  The Delhi govern-
ment is keeping an eye on the
spurt in Covid cases in the
national capital and is “pre-
pared to face any eventuality”,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said recently.

Mock drills were con-
ducted at various hospitals in
Delhi on April 11 to check
COVID-19 preparedness, fol-
lowing guidelines from the
Centre.  Medical experts say the
new XBB.1.16 variant of the
virus could be driving the
surge.  They also said this rise
in the number of cases could be
the result of more people get-
ting themselves tested for
Covid as a precaution when
they actually get infected with
the influenza virus and devel-
op fever and related symptoms.

��������$	������  3,�!34�/

Delhi Education Minister
Atishi on Tuesday shared

a report on 4,000 students in
the government schools who
have received training in dif-
ferent fine arts including
music,dance, theatre, and
media arts in classroom peda-
gogy through an initiative
launched three years ago.

Launching the report,
Atishi said that ‘Art Integrated
Learning’ will empower chil-
dren to identify their artistic
skills and express themselves
with confidence.

Started as a joint pilot pro-
ject by the state government
and the Nalandaway
Foundation, a city-based NGO,
the Delhi Arts Curriculum ini-
tiative allowed students from
underserved communities to
choose from five art forms,
including music, dance, and
theatre, among others. The
Delhi government has part-
nered with Nalanda-way
Foundation on the ‘Delhi Arts
Curriculum’ - a key pilot pro-
ject initiated across nine of its
government schools.

The Union Education
Ministry has also running a
similar programme called
“Jadui Pitara”. Early this year
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
launched Jadui Pitara in form
of puzzles, puppetry, posters,
flash cards, worksheets and
attractive storybooks.
Envisaged as a child-centric,
innovative, toy-based learning
was introduced to strengthen

conceptual understanding
amongst the learners aged 3-8
years, the “Jaadui Pitara” has
been designed on the motto of
“learning through play”, as
envisaged in the new National
Education Policy (NEP).

Delhi Arts Curriculum is a
crucial initiative aimed at
changing the way art education
is imparted amongst students.
Keeping in mind the unique
cultural heritage and diversity
of Delhi, this curriculum has
been developed over the years
by a team of experts and teach-
ers. It focuses on students from
the ages of 3 to 13. The cur-
riculum integrates 5 art forms
in classrooms to help improve
learning outcomes; namely
visual arts, music, dance, the-
atre and media arts.

During the pilot phase,
children from Nursery to Class
5 were encouraged to express
themselves, through art expo-
sure and exhibitions. Utilising
the medium of music, dance
and visual arts, the students
were provided a platform
where they started learning
various subjects through these
art forms.

Music poetry was used to
teach Hindi and English to the
students of classes 3 to 5.
Furthermore, students of class-
es up to 8th engaged in learn-
ing through Music Theatre.

During this project, grade
8 students from each school
developed their own music
theatre production - involving
scriptwriting, costume design,
music composing, dance and
art direction.
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The Delhi BJP on Tuesday
fielded Shikha Rai and Soni

Pandey for the election of the
mayor and the deputy mayor of
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), despite not hav-
ing adequate numbers in the
House. Accompanied by Delhi
BJP leaders, Rai and Pandey
filed their papers for the polls
to the posts of mayor and
deputy mayor respectively on
Tuesday, the last day of filing
nominations.

Rai is the councillor from
the Greater Kailash-1 ward,
while Pandey represents north-
east Delhi’s Sonia Vihar ward
in the civic body. Earlier, a top
Delhi BJP leader had claimed
that the saffron party was not

likely to contest the polls as
there was a “clear mandate” in
the favour of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP). The AAP has re-
nominated incumbent mayor
Shelly Oberoi and deputy
mayor Aaley Mohammad Iqbal
for the posts. BJP  leaders
hoped that the councillors in
the MCD will elect Rai. “The
BJP is determined to run a

good, clean and strong munic-
ipal corporation and we hope
that all corporators will elect
the experienced senior coun-
cillor of the party,” Delhi BJP
general secretary Harsh
Malhotra said.

Rai said she will seek votes
from the councillors on the
basis of her vision for the
MCD. A former vice-presi-
dent of the Delhi BJP, she
gained prominence after join-
ing other leaders of the saffron
party in hoisting the tricolour
at Srinagar’s Lal Chowk in
2011.  A lawyer by profession,
Rai is an experienced council-
lor of the civic body where she
held the posts of leader of the
House in 2017-18 and chair-
man of the standing commit-
tee in 2018-19.
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The Delhi Government has
approved a proposal to lay

a 25.5 km long sewer line in 11
unauthorized colonies of
Sangam Vihar, Ambedkar
Nagar and Deoli assembly.
This will give relief to at least
three lakh people from the
sewer problem. The cost of this
project is Rs 26.66 crore. This
project was earlier given to a
company, but due to a delay in
the work, the Kejriwal govern-
ment cancelled the work of the
company.

Due to the non-availabili-
ty of a sewerage system in the
area, the sewage generated
from here is currently released
into the local ponds, septic
tanks, or rain drains, which fall

into the Yamuna River from the
existing drain. This increases
the pollution level of the river.

Delhi Water Minister
Saurabh Bhardwaj said that in
such a situation, to reduce
these water-polluting elements,
the Delhi government has
decided to connect every house
in the area with sewage.
Sewerage coming out of here
will be sent through sewer
lines to the nearest Sewage
Treatment Plant for treatment,

after which the treated water
will f low into Yamuna.”
Bharadwaj said that the work of
this project costing Rs 26.66
crore was entrusted to a com-
pany named KK Sapna in the
year 2018. But the work was
delayed by about 5 years by the
company. In such a situation,
the Kejriwal government has
cancelled the work of the com-
pany. 

Now the government has
decided to appoint a new
agency to complete the work at
the earliest. About 56 percent
work of the project has been
done by the agency. Now the
rest of the work will be given
to the new agency at risk and
cost, that is, its recovery will be
done from the previous
agency’s bill only.
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In yet another incident of
canine attack, a 14-year-old

boy was injured in a stray dog
attack in southwest Delhi’s
Rangpuri area. The incident
took place on Monday morn-
ing when the boy, a resident of
Rangpuri, had gone out to
answer nature’s call. 

The teenager who suffered
injuries across the body, is
currently undergoing treat-
ment at Safdarjung Hospital.

“Around 7:30 am on Monday,
the boy was attacked by 8-10
dogs near his house. He was
bitten all over his body and was
treated by a local doctor. Now,
he is being sent to Safdurjung
Hospital for further treatment,”
said Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Southwest, Manoj C.

No PCR call or medico-
legal case (MLC) was received
in this regard, the police said.
Amid growing concerns over
street dog menace across the
country, the Centre has notified
the Animal Birth Control
Rules, 2023, defining the guide-
lines for the management and
elimination of stray troubles.
“Animal Birth Control (ABC)
programmes for the sterilisa-
tion and immunisation of stray
dogs are to be carried out by

the respective local
bodies/municipalities/munic-
ipal corporations and pan-
chayats,” said the government
in a statement. It also said that
the cruelty involved in carrying
out the ABC programme must
be addressed. 

The ABC programme,
which addresses animal welfare
issues, can be carried out by
local bodies through the effec-
tive implementation of these
Rules, according to the state-
ment. The proposed rules also
said that the municipal corpo-
ration needs to implement the
ABC and Anti Rabies Program
jointly. “The Rules also provide
guidelines on how to deal with
human and stray dog conflicts
without relocating the dogs in
an area,” the guidelines said. 
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The Kejriwal Government
has decided to install 70,000

streetlights across the city under
the Mukhyamantri Street Light
Yojana. This will be in addition
to the 2.1 lakh streetlights that
the Delhi government had ear-
lier aimed to install in the city.
Approving the project, Delhi
Urban Development Minister
Saurabh Bhardwaj on Tuesday
directed the Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB)
to complete the project within
the estimated timeline. He said
that the initiative had been
taken after seeing the tremen-
dous participation of the resi-
dents of Delhi under the
Mukhyamantri Street Light
Yojana, and therefore it was

decided to install an addition-
al 1,000 street lights in all the
constituencies of Delhi.

Under the scheme, the aim
was to install 2.1 lakh street
lights in different parts of Delhi
and the responsibility of
installing these street lights was
given to three different compa-
nies. LED lights of 10, 20 and 40
Watt were to be installed under
this scheme. Currently, under
the scheme, most street lights
have been installed to eliminate
the dark spots that the state gov-
ernment had planned to illu-
minate. In some of the areas,
the work of installing these
street lights is in the final stages.

“We have decided to install
an additional 1,000 street lights
in each assembly constituency.
That is, 70,000 additional street

lights will be installed in 70
assembly constituencies of Delhi
and these will help in quickly
eliminating all the dark spots in
Delhi,” he said.  The street
lights that are being installed
under this scheme are auto-
matic, and will switch on when
it gets dark outside. As these
lights will have a sensor in
them, they will also switch off
on their own in the mornings
and therefore ensure better util-
ity of electricity.

Bharadwaj said that the
implementation of the scheme
will be carried out by three com-
panies and they would be in-
charge for installing the lights
and maintenance. He added
that as part of this scheme, 20/40
Watt LED lights will be installed
with timers and sensors.
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Reschedule working hours
for labourers/workers,

ensure adequate drinking water
facilities at work places, and
make provision for emergency
ice packs— these are among a
slew of measures that the
Centre has suggested to the
States to help beat the heat
stress being faced by those
working outdoors as life-
threatening heat waves sweep
various parts of the country.

In a letter to Chief
Secretaries /Administrators of
all States/UTs, Union Labour
Secretary, Arti Ahuja cited the
recent warning issued by the
Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) for cli- mate change induced hot weather season during current

year which indicates above
normal maximum tempera-
tures over most parts of North
East India, East and Central
India and some part of
Northwest India.  The death of
over thirteen people from an
apparent heat stroke while
attending a government award
function in an open space in
Navi Mumbai last Sunday also
spurred the Labour Ministry to
take note of the seriousness of
the weather situation.

The International Labour
Organisation (ILO) estimates
that working hours lost due to
heat stress will increase to 5.8
per cent of working hours by
2030, or an equivalent of 34
million jobs.

Given that many pockets
of India are under severe heat
waves, there are reasons for the
Government to worry as due to
economic necessity, the labour-
ers from industries like con-

struction and mining have no
choice but to indulge in out-
door work irrespective of
record-breaking temperature.
The Union Labour Secretary in
her letter also impressed upon
the need to issue instructions
to the managements of mines,
asking them to undertake
immediate steps to make pro-
vision for rest areas, adequate
quantity of cool water and
electrolyte supplements near
the workplace.

“Allowing work at slow
pace in case the worker feels
unwell, allowing rest times
and flexible schedules to let
workers do the hardest work
during the coolest parts of the
day with, assigning a two-per-
son crew to perform work
during extremely hot temper-
atures, ensuring proper venti-
lation in underground mines
and making the workers aware
of dangers from excessive heat

and humidity and remedial
measures are some of the other
measures suggested,” she said.

Ahuja also impressed upon
the need to pay special atten-
tion to construction workers,
and brick kiln workers and to
carry out adequate information
dissemination at the labour
chowks.

Government estimates
indicate the loss of 25,983 lives
between 1990 and 2020  due to
heat waves, though number
could be on the higher side, say
Aditya Valiathan Pillai and
Tamanna Dalal from Centre
for Policy Research after ana-
lyzing the Health Action Plans
prepared by the Government
over the years. 

The health impacts of heat
waves typically involve dehy-
dration, heat cramps, heat
exhaustion and/or heat stroke
which is a potential fatal con-
dition, according to doctors.
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If you love eating too many
refined wheat and rice prod-

ucts, when compared whole
grains, then you are risking
yourself to type 2 diabetes, as
has also been found by a team
of researchers after they
analysed data through 2018.

Type 2 diabetes is charac-
terized by the resistance of the
body’s cells to insulin. Of the
184 countries included in the
Nature Medicine study, all saw
an increase in type 2 diabetes
cases between 1990 and 2018,
representing a growing burden
on individuals, families, and
healthcare systems. “Our study
suggests poor carbohydrate
quality is a leading driver of
diet-attributable type 2 diabetes

globally,” said senior author Dr
Dariush Mozaffarian, a pro-
fessor of nutrition at Tufts
University and professor of
medicine at Tufts School of
Medicine in Boston, in a state-
ment. They also noted that
people are eating far too much
red and processed meats, such

as bacon, sausage, salami and
the like, the study said. Those
three factors — eating too few
whole grains and too many
processed grains and meats —
were the primary drivers of
over 14 million new cases of
type 2 diabetes in 2018.. In fact,
the study estimated 7 out of 10

cases of type 2 diabetes world-
wide in 2018 were linked to
poor food choices. “These new
findings reveal critical areas for
national and global focus to
improve nutrition and reduce
devastating burdens of dia-
betes,” said Mozaffarian, who is
also the editor in chief of the
Tufts Health & Nutrition Letter. 

Mozaffarian and his team
developed a research model of
dietary intake between 1990
and 2018 and applied it to 184
countries. Compared with
1990, there were 8.6 million
more cases of type 2 diabetes
due to poor diet in 2018, the
study found.  People in Poland
and Russia, where diets tend to
focus on potatoes and red and
processed meat, and other
countries in Eastern and
Central Europe as well as

Central Asia, had the highest
percentage of new type 2 dia-
betes cases linked to diet.
Colombia, Mexico and other
countries in Latin America
and the Caribbean also had
high numbers of new cases,
which researchers said could be
due to a reliance on sugary
drinks and processed meat, as
well as a low intake of whole
grains.

“Our modeling approach
does not prove causation, and
our findings should be con-
sidered as estimates of risk,” the
authors wrote. The analysis
revealed that poor diet is caus-
ing a larger proportion of total
type 2 diabetes incidence in
men versus women, in younger
versus older adults, and in
urban versus rural residents at
the global level.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has approved a pro-

posal for bringing in industry-
friendly reform related to
Authority Holding Sealed
Particulars (AHSP). The AHSP
is the authority which is
responsible for generating,
maintaining, updating or
declaring obsolete the entire
history and technical informa-
tion of defence products.

So far, Directorate General
of Quality Assurance (DGQA)
was the AHSP for majority of
defence items designed, devel-
oped and manufactured by
various DPSUs and Private
Industries, defence ministry
officials said here on Tuesday.

Under the existing proce-
dure, certain bottlenecks were
experienced by the industry to
bring timely improvements in
their products and technologies
in line with changing times.
Therefore, the Ministry has
decided now to liberalise the

AHSP procedures and make it
industry-friendly. The Indian
defence companies, which have
developed products, systems,
subsystems, components on
their own indigenous capabil-
ities (except critical stores),
will now be allowed to own and
account for their final designs
and specification as AHSP.

In case of any change in the
sealed particulars, a simplified
mechanism representing all
the concerned stakeholders,
including the industry, will
take a decision. The DGQA
will notify the detailed proce-
dure in this regard within two
months.
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Underlining the critical
importance of India’s air-

power in modern day warfare
and various challenges, IAF
Chief V R Chaudhari on
Tuesday said air power has
become an option of choice due
to “inherent flexibility” and
“unmatched” precision strike
capability.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of India’s air power con-
sidering the nature of its adver-
saries and said the Balakot
operations of 2019 demon-
strated its effectiveness even in
a ‘no war, no peace’ scenario
and under a “nuclear over-
hang”. The Chief of Air Staff
said air power has become an
option of choice due to “inher-

ent flexibility” and “unmatched”
precision strike capability.
“Operations like Balakot have
also demonstrated that given
the political will, aerospace
power can be effectively used in
a no war, no peace scenario,
under a nuclear overhang with-
out escalating into a full blown
conflict,” he said. 

“This is very important
given the nature of our adver-
saries. The response options
available to the leadership have
suddenly increased and increas-
ingly, air power has become an
option of choice due to inher-
ent flexibility and unmatched
precision strike capability,” he
said. Chaudhari was speaking at
a seminar on ‘Aerospace Power:
Pivot to Future Battlespace
Operations, ’organized in mem-
ory of the first and only Marshal

of IAF Arjan Singh.  India’s war
planes pounded a Jaish-e-
Mohammed terrorist training
camp in Balakot in Pakistan in
February 2019 in response to
the Pulwama terror attack in
which 40 Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel were
killed. 

“India’s security concerns
necessitate that it puts in place
adequate military power that
has the ability to achieve deter-
rence, ensure information dom-
inance, coerce when needed
and provide multiple response
options,” Chaudhari said.
“Attributes of aerospace power
enable the leadership to for-
mulate an appropriate strategy
with due cognizance given to
desired end state, conflict ter-
mination criteria and escalation
matrix,” he said. 
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The Congress on Tuesday
demanded that the Centre

should come out with a white
paper on the Pulwama attack
providing answers to ques-
tions such as what were the
“intelligence failures” and why
troops were denied aircraft.

At a Press conference at
Congress headquarters, Col
(retd) Rohit Chaudhry and
Wing Commander (retd)
Anuma Acharya, both associ-
ated with the grand old party,
posed a series of questions to
the government on the attack
in which 40 CRPF jawans were
killed. Chaudhry and Acharya
said defence fraternity and the
entire nation share  concerns of
Satyapal Malik and Gen.(retd)
Shankar Roychowdhury who
to has raised doubts over
Pulwama happenings. 

There has been no reaction
from the Government since
former J&K Governor Malik’s
interview to a news portal was
released, while the BJP has said
that there were serious ques-
tions about his credibility and
cited various statements made
by him in recent years. BJP has
cited Malik’s past remarks,
including the one that mocked
former Congress chief Rahul

Gandhi as a “political juvenile”,
and slammed him as “dis-
graced” governor of Jammu
and Kashmir. 

Congress spokesperson
Shaktisinh Gohil said party
did not make any political
statement over an incident like
Pulwama in 2019 but had to
raise this issue as concerns have
been expressed by former army
chief Gen (retd) Shankar
Roychowdhury in an inter-
view.

They posed questions to
the prime minister on the basis
of the assertions by the former
army chief. “Why were 2,500
CRPF soldiers not allowed to
travel by air despite their
request; Why were intelligence
inputs between January 2, 2019
and February 13, 2019 warning
of a terrorist attack ignored;
How did the militants procure
around 300 kg of explosives?
How could this huge quantity

remain undetected despite
heavy security presence in
South Kashmir, especially the
P u l w a m a - A n a n t n a g -
Avantipora belt,” Chaudhry
said. “Four years after the
attack, how far has the inquiry
progressed? Why is there a
delay in completing the inquiry
and letting the nation know its
findings?” they asked.

The two army veterans
said that in previous terror
attacks, such as the Mumbai
attacks in 2011 and the
Pathankot attack in 2016,
inquiries were held and find-
ings made public. This was
essential to establish the truth,
fix responsibility, and strength-
en India’s national security. In
Pulwama too, these serious
questions must be addressed,
they said. “Therefore, we
demand that the government of
India publish a white paper on
the Pulwama attacks, describ-
ing -- how the attacks took
place, what were the “intelli-
gence failures”, why troops
were denied aircraft, what secu-
rity lapses occurred and the
role of CRPF, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Ministry of
Defence, National Security
Advisor and the Prime
Minister’s Office,” the veterans
said.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) will probe

the case of protests and attempt
to vandalise the Indian High
Commission in London last
month.

The NIA will take over the
case from the special cell of the
Delhi Police which had regis-
tered a case under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act and
the Prevention of Damage to
Public Property Act as it
involves unlawful activities car-
ried out by certain people
holding Indian nationality
abroad, officials said.

The NIA is mandated to
probe any terror case that takes
place in foreign land following
amendments to the law gov-
erning the anti-terror probe
organisation in 2019, they said.

Pro-Khalistani protestors
tried to vandalise the Indian
High Commission in London
and pulled down the national
flag while holding protests out-
side the High Commission
complex on March 19. The
incident happened a day after
the Punjab Police launched a
crackdown against suspected
radical preacher Amritpal
Singh in Punjab.

The Counter-Terrorism
and Counter Radicalisation
unit of the Union Home
Ministry handed over the case
to the NIA and the decision
was taken after Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla held a
meeting with representatives of
the British government last
week.

In the London incident, the
tricolour flying atop the Indian
High Commission was grabbed
at by a group of protesters wav-
ing separatist Khalistani flags
and chanting pro-Khalistani
slogans, leading to an arrest.

The London Metropolitan
Police said two members of

security staff sustained minor
injuries which did not require
hospital treatment. 

India had summoned the
British deputy high commis-
sioner based in New Delhi
and demanded an explanation
over the complete “absence of
security”. 

The Ministry of External
Affairs had said India finds
“unacceptable” the indiffer-
ence of the UK government to
the security of Indian diplo-
matic premises and personnel.

Union Home Secretary
Bhalla flagged the issue with a
UK delegation which was led
by Permanent Secretary, Home
Office, Sir Matthew Rycroft and
“specifically” conveyed New
Delhi’s concerns on the misuse
of UK’s asylum status by pro-
Khalistani elements to abet
terrorist activities and request-
ed better cooperation,
increased monitoring of
extremists and take proactive
action.

Bhalla also underscored
India’s concerns over the breach
of security at the Indian High
Commission before the visiting
British delegation.

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court Collegium headed by
Chief Justice of India, DY
Chandrachud, has recom-
mended the names of six addi-
tional judges of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court (HC) for
appointment as permanent
judges.  The additional judges
are Justices Vikas Bahl, Vikas
Suri, Sandeep Moudgil, Vinod
Sharma (Bhardwaj), Pankaj
Jain and Jasjit Singh Bedi. The
Collegium took the decisions in
its meeting on April 17.

The Ccollegium, which
also includes Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul and KM Joseph,
said that since the current two-
year term of one of the addi-
tional judges is due to expire on
May 24, the recommendation
may be processed expeditious-
ly by the Centre. On December
19 last year, the Collegium of
the HC of Punjab and Haryana
unanimously recommended
that the additional judges be
appointed as permanent judges
of that HC. PNS
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)

data showed that passengers
carried by domestic airlines
during January - March 2023
were 375.04 lakhs as against
247.23 lakhs during the corre-
sponding period of previous
year thereby registering annu-
al growth of 51.70  per cent and
monthly growth of 21.41  per
cent.  March, which is consid-
ered as a lean month as far as
tour and travel industry is
concerned, the traffic data of
the DGCA showed that 106.19
lakh domestic air passengers
travelled in last month  this
year, a growth of 21.41 percent
as compared to 128.93 lakh in
2022.  

Interestingly, more than
the number seen in peak trav-
el months of October  (1.14
crore), November (1.17 crore)
and December (1.27 crore) in
2022.  “The overall cancellation
rate of scheduled domestic air-
lines for the month of March
2023 has been 0.28 %. During
March 2023, a total of 347 pas-
senger related complaints had

been received by the scheduled
domestic airlines. The number
of complaints per 10,000 pas-
sengers carried for the month
of March 2023 has been around
0.27,” the data showed.

The major reasons for
complaints are flight problems
and baggage, the report states,
adding that the airlines received
a total of 347 complaints, of
which 343 (approx.99 per cent)
have been addressed.

Further, according to the
aviation regulator, a total of
38.6 per cent of complaints
were about flight-related prob-
lems, while 22.2 per cent were
related to baggage problems.
The refund-related problems
were just 11.5 per cent. “Refund
and Staff behaviour related
complaints have seen signifi-
cant improvement in the last
three months. In January, there
were 23.7 per cent of com-
plaints related to refunds have
come down to 11.5.
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With situation worsening in
strife torn Sudan capital

Khartoum, the Indian embassy
issued a fresh advisory on
Tuesday urging Indians living
there not to venture out and
ration their supplies adding
instances of looting have taken
place. The Ministry of External
Affairs(MEA) here has set up
a control room to provide
information and assistance.
Nearly 200 people including an
Indian have died and 1,200
injured.

In Bengaluru, senior
Congress leader Siddaramaiah
on Tuesday urged the Centre to
initiate steps to bring back 31
people belonging to Hakki-
Pikki tribe of the state, strand-
ed in Sudan. In the third advi-
sory issued since clashes broke
out between the Sudan army
and the para-military on
Saturday last, the Indian
embassy said “We have come
across many instances of loot-
ing. All Indian nationals are
advised please not to venture
out. Please ration your sup-
plies.”  It also cautioned the sit-

uation may continue for a few
more days. “Please try to take
help from your neighbours.
Please stay at home and remain
safe,” the embassy said.

Meanwhile, the MEA said
late Monday in view of the cur-
rent situation in Sudan, a
Control Room has been set up.
Coordinates of the Control
Room are Phone: 1800 11 8797
(Toll free), +91-11-23012113,

+91-11-23014104, +91-11-
23017905. Mobile: +91
9968291988

E m a i l :
situationroom[at]mea[dot]gov[
dot]in The first advisory by the
Indian embassy in Khartoum
was issued on Saturday while
the second on Monday asking
all Indian nationals there to
remain indoors.  According to
the official data, the number of

Indians in Sudan is around
4,000 including 1,200 who have
settled down in the country
decades ago. Senior Congress
leader Siddaramaiah demand-
ed that the Centre initiate steps
to bring back 31 people belong-
ing to Hakki-Pikki tribe of the
state, stranded in war-torn
Sudan. Karnataka State
Disaster Management
Authority Commissioner
Manoj Rajan said, “We have got
a message that a group of 31
people hailing from Karnataka
are stranded in Sudan. We
have informed the Ministry of
External Affairs about it.”

The officer said his depart-
ment has asked group to follow
instructions of Indian embassy
in Sudan. “As of now, stranded
people should stay wherever
they are and not venture out. 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to hear on

April 24 a plea seeking an
independent probe into the
killing of gangster-turned-
politician Atiq Ahmad and his
brother Ashraf in Uttar
Pradesh’s Prayagraj. 

The duo were shot dead at
point-blank range by three
men posing as journalists in the
middle of a media interaction
on Saturday night while police
personnel were escorting them
to a medical college in
Prayagraj for a checkup. A
bench headed by Chief Justice

DY Chandrachud took note of
the submissions of advocate
Vishal Tiwari who mentioned
the matter seeking urgent hear-
ing. The plea has also sought an
inquiry into the 183 encounters
that have taken place in Uttar
Pradesh since 2017.The plea
sought the setting up of an
independent expert committee
to probe the killing of Atiq and
Ashraf. 

“Issue guidelines/directions
to safeguard the rule of law by
constituting an independent
expert committee under the
chairmanship of a former
Supreme Court justice to
inquire into the 183 encounters
which had occurred since 2017

as stated by Uttar Pradesh
Special Director General of
Police (Law and Order) and
also to inquire into the police
custody murder of Atiq and
Ashraf,” it said.  Referring to
Atiq’s killing, the plea said that
“such actions by police are a
severe threat to democracy
and rule of law and lead to a
police state”. “In a democratic
society, the police cannot be
allowed to become a mode of
delivering final justice or to
become a punishing authority.
The power of punishment is
only vested in the judiciary,” the
plea stated.  It said extrajudicial
killings or fake police encoun-
ters have no place in the law. 
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Joint action against
Governors’ moves that curtail

State governments’ functioning
and threaten federal principles
is imperative, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
on Tuesday.

Vijayan said his govern-
ment will consider with
“utmost seriousness” Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin’s proposal for States to
pass Assembly resolutions
seeking time frame for
Governor to clear State Bills.

Responding to a letter writ-
ten by Stalin, who had pro-
posed to pass a resolution in
the Kerala Assembly similar to
that passed by the Tamil Nadu
Legislature to fix the time limit
for Governors to approve the
bills, Vijayan said as defenders
of the federal spirit of our
Constitution, “we have to
cooperate in every effort to pre-
vent the curtailing of the func-
tioning of elected state gov-
ernments.”

“Even though the time
period for giving assent to the
bills is not specifically men-
tioned in the Constitution, it
has to be a reasonable one,” he
said.

A week after the Tamil

Nadu Assembly adopted a res-
olution in this regard, Vijayan
said going by the experience of
many States, the Justice M N
Venkatachaliah Commission
to review the working of the
Constitution and the Justice M
M Punchi Commission on
Union-State Relations has rec-
ommended mentioning a time
limit, within which the
Governor has to take a decision
on giving assent to bills, in
Article 200.

“In this matter, we are
ready to extend wholehearted
cooperation to you and will
consider the proposal in your
letter with utmost seriousness,”
the Kerala Chief Minister said
in the letter, offering full sup-
port to the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister for future actions.

In his April 11 letter to
Vijayan, Stalin explained the

circumstances that forced the
Tamil Nadu Assembly to pass
a resolution to fix a time limit
for the Governors to approve
bills passed by the respective
legislatures and requested the
Kerala CM to extend his sup-
port in this regard to uphold
the sovereignty and self-respect
of the State governments and
the legislatures by passing a
similar resolution in the Kerala
Assembly.

Fully appreciating the
views expressed by the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister in the let-
ter, Vijayan said they were in
consonance with “the stand
taken by us” in Kerala.

“As you have rightly stated,
presently elected governments
in many states are facing this
issue. In Kerala too, certain bills
passed by the State Assembly
after due deliberation have

been kept pending by the
Governor for an unduly long
time, some for more than a
year. This despite the fact that
the ministers and officials have
personally visited and given the
clarifications sought by the
Governor,” he said.

The Kerala Chief Minister
said putting a halt, that too for
an inordinately long time, to
the legislative measures passed
by the State Assemblies which
represent the will of the elec-
torate tantamounts to nothing
short of negation of democra-
tic rights of the people.

Vijayan alleged that the
time-tested convention of par-
liamentary democracy that the
Governor has to act in accor-
dance with the aid and advice
of the Council of Ministers is
being violated through the act
of holding back assent to the
bills passed by the legislature.

He said the Constitutional
discretion of the Governor
operates in narrow confines of
the Articles, where there is
explicit mention of the word
discretion and in extreme sit-
uation of invoking Article 356,
which was expected to remain
a dead letter, as agreed to by the
eminent Constitution maker
Dr B R Ambedkar in
Constituent Assembly Debates.
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Thiruvananthapuram may
be the only capital city in

India where the police has
done away with patrolling dur-
ing day and night hours.
Barring the cavalcade of police
jeeps accompanying the min-
isters and high-security risk
individuals, no police vehicles
could be seen in the city. This
is not because any worthwhile
improvement in law and order
but for a reason which is like-
ly to embarrass the State
administration. The Police
Department does not have
funds to pay for the fuel sta-
tions and the latter have decid-
ed not to offer any more fuel till
they pay cash,” said Yaga
Sreekumar, secretary to one of
the residential associations and
a social activist of repute.

Sreekumar said that despite
his complaint to the police
station about some dubious
vehicles parked in the vicinity
of their residential area, the
police declined to entertain
the complaint and refused to
visit the area. “They said they
do not have fuel in the police
vehicle and were hard pressed
for cash to summon cabs. If we
assure them that a cab would
be deployed to pick them up
and drop them back and we
ourselves will pay for the vehi-

cle,  they may turn up,” said
Sreekumar. The top brass of the
police were unavailable for
comments. T P Senkumar, for-
mer State Police Chief feigned
ignorance about the situation.

A Bank manager had this
to tell about the night
patrolling; “Since March 18, no
beat police have visited our
locality. The police beat book
kept in a ATM counter remain
unsigned since March 18 which
proves that the beat police
have stopped patrolling the
area.”

These may sound simple
issues but the fact is that
Thiruvananthapuram city
stands in the top of the table
with the highest number of
murders and mayhem in the
State. If any untoward incidents
happen in the capital city, I do
not know what the State
Government would do. For
the last few weeks, we have
been alerting the Government
about the seriousness of the sit-
uation,” said V V Rajesh, leader
of the opposition in the
Municipal Corporation.
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The police on Tuesday
arrested a BJP worker in

connection with alleged abduc-
tion of former Union Minister
Mukul Roy who mysteriously
went missing from his Kolkata
residence on Monday evening
only to surface at IGI Airport
in New Delhi the next morn-
ing. The arrest was made after
Subhrangshu Roy a former
Trinamool Congress MLA and
son of Mukul Roy lodged a
missing complaint at a local
police station alleging his father
might have been abducted for
ulterior political motives.

While the senior Roy a for-
mer BJP national vice president
— before crossing over to TMC
post 2021 Assembly election
results — told media men in
Delhi that he had come to the
national capital for personal
reasons his son told reports in
Kolkata that his father was
suffering from a multiple dis-
eases and had been abducted
by someone with vested inter-
est who wants to use him to
malign the name of Trinamool
Congress national vice-presi-
dent Abhishek Banerjee.

“My father is suffering
from a whole lot of ailments …
he is suffering from dementia,
Parkinson’s disease, high blood
sugar and other issues…
presently he is mentally dis-
oriented and needs support …
it is deplorable that some peo-
ple are trying to utilize him for
their own benefits,” the junior
Roy said. When asked as to
who were trying to utilize his
father he said, “there are peo-
ple who want to malign the
name of Abhishek Banerjee
and hence they have staged this
entire game plan by misleading
him and then abducting him.”

The junior Roy’s state-
ments came amid buzz of his
father’s possible move to join
the BJP,  a development that the

former called cruel. “It is cruel
to play political games with a
person who is mentally not-
sound and cannot take care of
himself,” he wasquoted as say-
ing. In Delhi when the senior
Roy was questioned about the
reasons of his visiting the
Capital he tended to fumble in
the beginning saying why he as
a local MLA-MP could not visit
Delhi. “I am an MLA here …
an MP… so why can’t I visit
Delhi,” he said before choosing
the right words saying that
there was no specific agenda for
his  Delhi visit. “I have been an
MP for several years. Can I not
come to Delhi? Earlier, I used-
to come to Delhi regularly,” he
said.

Tuesday’s drama unfolded
amid claims on Monday by
Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari that many
TMC MLAs were under the
ED and CBI scanner and that
in a year’s time the total num-
ber of ruling party legislators
would come to hundred or
even less.

Adhikari’s statement came
in tandem with an allegation
leveled by  Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee who quoting
an earlier speech by
UnionHome Minister Amit
Shah — that the TMC
Government would not last its
whole term till 2026 and might
crumble down soon after 2024
— said that there were dirty
designs to topple her govern-
ment. Senior TMC MLA and
former minister Madan Mitra
on Tuesday joined the “loose
ends” saying “if we are to go by
the statements of various sides
over the past several days then
Mukul’sabduction would
assume a big importance.”
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Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari on

Tuesday lambasted Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee for
ruining the economy of Bengal
and destroying the future of the
State’s youth by driving away
industries from the region.

Speaking at a rally at Singur
from where Banerjee had start-
ed her anti-land acquisition
movement in 2006 forcing the
�2,500 cr Tata Nano plant to
leave the State Adhikari said

“the Chief Minister has not
only destroyed the economy of
the State but also ruined the
future of the youth, the work-
ing class and the farmers …
during her rule not a single
industry has come to the State
and most others have fled.”

Alleging that never in the

past the State had seen such
large-scale corruption in all the
fields, Adhikari said, “the queen
bee of corruption has to be
thrown out in order to end cor-
ruption in the State… there is
not a single department which
has been left out …every where
the TMC has perpetrated the
rule of corruption and mafi-
araj.”

Raising once again the “no-
vote-to-Mamata slogan,”
Adhikari who was once a close
associate of Banerjee — par-
ticularly in the Singur
andNandigram movements —

- before joining the BJP in 2021
Assembly elections said “if the
TMC Government is not
removed immediately from
power then the glory of Bengal
cannot be salvaged … Bengal
is on the edge of destruction
and if it has to be saved then
Mamata Banerjee has to be dri-
ven out.”

Adhikari’s attack comes a
day after he claimed that soon
the TMC MLAs would start
leaving the party in hordes and
by the end of the year the rul-
ing outfit would turn into a
minority in the Assembly.
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A‘crisis’ may be brewing in
the ruling BJP in Manipur

with over a dozen legislators
from the State landing  in the
national Capital to  ‘protest’
against Chief Minister N Biren
Singh and seeking  a change in
guard in the State.

The MLAs  have met the
central leadership here with the
latter downplaying the devel-
opment saying  issues are being
discussed and “sorted-out”.
According to sources,  the cen-
tral leaders ruled-out any
change in the leadership saying
“raising of grievances are part
of the politics .”

Many of the “disgruntled
MLAs” are from the Kuki tribes
who have understood to have
conveyed to the  high com-
mand that many of their
demands for the community
have not be addressed by the
state leadership.

Issues related to demo-
graphic and regional griev-
ances are also used by some for
political reasons, according to
the central leaders. 

State party officials have
confirmed that at least four BJP
MLAs from Manipur valley are
in Delhi to meet central lead-
ers. An unconfirmed number
of party MLAs from the Kuki
tribe are also believed to be
camping in the national capi-
tal.

The Kuki tribe is repre-
sented by 10 MLAs in the

assembly of whom seven are
from BJP.

Some party leaders are of
the view the Kuki’s grievances
are also borne out of vetting
process put in place by the chief
minister following the sus-
pected influx of people from
Myanmar.

They have discussed ,
among other issues  “ the bor-
der and developmental issues
of Manipur”.              

The trip of the group of
BJP MLAs  to Delhi to meet
national leaders came a day
after BJP MLA Karam Shyam
of Langthabal constituency
tendered his resignation on
Monday from the chairman-
ship of Tourism Corporation
Manipur Limited complain-
ing that he had “not been
assigned any responsibility”.

On April 8, BJP MLA
Thokchom Radheshyaam of
Heirok constituency had
resigned from the post of advi-
sor to the chief minister citing
similar grievance.
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Trouble seems to be brewing
for Indian Youth Congress

chief Srinivas BV as Assam
Youth Congress president
Angkita Dutta on Tuesday
accused Srinivas of being “sex-
ist and chauvinistic”, and dis-
criminating against her based
on gender. She also claimed of
informing the matter to
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.

Angkita has accused
Srinivas of harassing her for the
past six months, discriminating
against her for “being a
woman” and using foul lan-
guage to destroy her image.
Angkita claimed  during the
Jammu leg of Bharat Jodo Yatra
she had in person put a word
to Rahul Gandhi about the mis-
deeds of Srinivas.

In a tweet message,
Angkita said she was “keeping
quite” till date for the sake of
Congress, “but harassment
doesn’t stop by Srinivas BV”.
“How can a sexist and chau-

vinistic IYC leader torture and
demean a woman every single
time. What happened to party’s
high profile general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi’s ‘Ladki Hoon
Ladd Sakti Hoon program
launched during the Uttar
Pradesh assembly polls,”
Angkita, daughter of former
Congress minister, Anjan
Dutta, said. She has also
apprised her testament to
Priyanka Gandhi among other
party leaders who according to
her are yet to take cognizance.

Angkita alleged that
Srinivas has continually
harassed her and was “dis-
criminating on the basis of her
gender”.  “My values and edu-
cation doesn’t allow me any-

more. The leadership has
played deaf ears despite bring
front of them many times,” she
said. Dutta claimed that despite
complaints, no enquiry com-
mittee has been initiated
against Srinivas. “Is this the safe
space Rahul Gandhi talks about
women,” she said in a tweet
message. Dutta, however, did
not cite any specific instance to
substantiate her claims.

Meanwhile, when contact-
ed, Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee president Bhupen
Kumar Borah refused to com-
ment on the issue.  “I am in
touch with AICC state in-
charge Jitendra Singh over the
matter. I can comment only
after a thorough discussion
with the AICC,” Borah said.

Angkita  cited a one
instance when Sriniavs went on
saying that she is an alcoholic.
“He undermined my existence
because of being a woman. At
the Rampur session, I was
going inside the Mayfair hotel
to meet seniors, while Srinivas
was on his way out. 

/�����6��
�����������"��I�����#�
�
�������
��������0������������	



In the words of William
Shakespeare: “Our bodies
are our gardens — our

wills are our gardeners.” In
this fast-paced world, the
term wellness isn’t restricted
to a trend; rather it has
become a way of maintaining
a healthy and balanced life.

Various aspects of well-
being (such as physical, social,
economic, emotional, psy-
chological and many more,
have sprung out from mental
health. It is mental health that
lays the foundation for all
wellbeing.

Today the majority of
people solely focus on phys-
ical activity, eating right and
staying fit and forget about
one of the most significant
aspects of bodily health —
intellectual wellness. The
University of New
Hemisphere defines intellec-
tual wellness as allowing the
brain both stimulation and
rest for critical thinking,
curiosity and creativity. This
wellness helps an individual
develop good study skills,
become a critical thinker and
learn and explore a balanced
life. With time and experi-
ence, the individual becomes
more and more mindful of
their thoughts and actions,

thereby stimulating curiosity.
Curiosity is important
because it motivates an indi-
vidual to try new things and
develop a better understand-
ing of how a person sees the
relationship between self and
others.

As the saying goes “You
got to nourish to flourish”. Just
like physical and emotional
health, the intellect too needs
nourishment. Intellectual
well-being consists of critical
thinking, stimulating curios-
ity, problem-solving and cre-
ativity. It is not confined to
classroom or office. An intel-
lectually well-oriented person
cherishes mental growth and
stimulation, is involved in
intellectual and cultural activ-
ities, engages in the explo-
ration of new ideas and
understandings, has the abil-

ity to problem solve, explore
creative expression, adopt
new ideas, think critically
and pursue topics of person-
al interest. Studies have also
revealed that with older
adults, practising intellectual
wellness can even combat
the likelihood of succumbing
to diseases like Alzheimer’s or
dementia.

Simultaneously, intellec-
tual wellness is about improv-
ing an individual’s thinking
skills, integrating motions
and acting decisively. It is
about being open to new
ideas, learning to think and
act critically and, at times,
finding creative ways to over-
come serious challenges.
Indulging in activities such as
spending time learning more
about what interests him
helps an individual grow his
knowledge bank and feel revi-
talised. Reading a book or
writing a journal can help
relax the body by lowering the
heart rate and easing the ten-
sion in the muscles. Practising
the art of meditation or yoga
aids in the relaxation
response. Taking part in cul-
tural activities either offline or
online helps in expressing
creativity. Playing brain games
such as Sudoku, Scrabble,

solving jigsaw puzzles and
much more are a few prac-
tices that can be practiced to
increase intellectual wellness.

Remember, well-being is
attained only when learning
is viewed as an end unto itself
rather than a means to a spe-
cific outcome. In order to live
a life that is full of happiness
and joyfulness, the only
important factor necessary is
to choose wellness. The true
well-being of a person con-
sists of multiple intercon-
nected layers that begin with
work and social life and ends
with emotions and spirit.

Well-being is a complex
interaction of different
dimensions that leads an indi-
vidual to a better quality of life
where neglect of any one
dimension for any length of
time, can have adverse effects
on overall health. Well-being
is not about learning new
things or challenging the
brain, rather it’s about little
things that help establish a
sense of purpose and fulfil-
ment. It plays a key role in
promoting mental health,
self-esteem and a sense of
purpose which is indeed the
need of the hour.

(The author is an educa-
tor)
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Sir — After gangster-turned-politician
Atiq Ahmed and his brother Ashraf were
shot dead in Prayagraj, the UP Police
imposed Section 144 across the State and
beefed up security. Days after Atiq
Ahmed's son Asad was killed in an
encounter in Jhansi, At5iq and his broth-
er Ashraf Ahmed were killed while being
taken for a medical examination in
Prayagraj. As many as three people were
arrested, informed police after the duo was
shot dead in Prayagraj. 

A day after three men posing as jour-
nalists killed gangster-turned-politician
Atiq Ahmed and his brother Ashraf in
Prayagraj, the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs decided to issue detailed guidelines
and standard operating procedures (SoPs)
for the safety and security of media per-
sonnel while covering any spot or press
conference. Thus, the media, mafia and the
murderer all brought the State machinery
to a standstill and looked for the motive
for the merciless killing. 

CR Krishnan | Ghaziabad
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Sir — Overthinking is not a disease but
it's no less than a disease either. Either it
is caused by or contributes to depression,
anxiety or a host of other serious mental
disorder, which affect our mental health
and interfere with a person’s healthy life
and wellbeing. A huge number of youth
today is suffering from overthinking
these days, which is not at all beneficial to
them.

"Not all ruminations are bad", but
when it inhibits your daily life and well-
being, it turns into a bane for you; you may
feel restless or agitated, face difficulty in
concentrating and experience impair-
ments with sleep. It takes you to the worst-
case scenario and you also overestimate the
likelihood of that scenario happening.
People fritter away their time brooding
about their past/future all because of their
overthinking.

Anmol Porwal | Ujjain

�������	������
���������
Sir — Senior BJP leader and former
Karnataka Chief Minister Jagadish Shettar
(67) has joined the Congress ahead of the
May 10 Assembly elections. A few minutes
after he joined the Congress, Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee president
DK Shivakumar handed over to Shettar the
‘B’ form to contest elections from Hubballi-
Dharwad Central constituency for which
he resigned from the BJP. Before he joined
the Congress, Shettar on Sunday had
resigned as the Hubballi-Dharwad
(Central) MLA after the BJP denied him
the ticket. Shettar is not the first one to join
the Congress; before him, former Deputy
Chief Minister Laxman Sangappa Savadi
joined the Congress for the same reason.
Shettar is the second top leader of the
Lingayat community after BJP’s BS
Yeddyurappa. People wonder at the way
BJP’s Karnataka’s former CM and Deputy
CM joined the Congress, which is some-
thing unique for them. 

Because people are fully aware to see
how the majority of Congress leaders, from
time to time either due to attraction of
BJP's money and power, or they know
what will be their fate at the hands of
enforcement agencies who are armtwist-
ed, misused, manipulated and controlled
by the Central Government, defect to the
BJP to save their skin. Naturally, the rul-
ing BJP-fielded Lingayat strongman BS
Yeddyurappa attacked the leaders, former
CM Shettar and Deputy CM Savadi, both
Lingayats from Kittur Karnataka. He said
both of their resignations are against the
ideology they have “been committed to all
these decades. This is unpardonable.”
Whatsoever, defection or joining from the
parent party to another party (against
grievances) is now the part and parcel of
democracy. Time will tell whether Shetter
or Savadi’s joining the Congress in their
revolt against BJP is right or wrong. But
one thing is sure, due to their revolt
Congress will be eager to earn the Lingayat
community votes as many as possible and
the result will be known on May 13.

Bidyut Kr Chatterjee | Faridabad
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fiasco. RSP is the fourth largest
party but has lately been
embroiled in fraud and cor-
ruption. After the Lamichhane
imbroglio, lawmaker Dhaka
Kumar Shreshtha was alleged-
ly caught on video demanding
Rs 2mn for securing the
Health Minister’s portfolio for
one Durga Prasai. Shreshtha
was instantly sacked by Lami-
chhane for a clean image.

RSP is engulfed in discon-
tent due to Lamichhane’s arbi-
trariness in appointing Shre-
shtha’s replacement as a law-
maker through a proportion-
al representation system.
Lamichhane’s ambitions are
larger than his ego, his oppo-
nents say. Privately, he has been
saying that if the leader of a
party not recognised as nation-
al and with only 10 seats –
Madhav Nepal – can be PM,
why not RSP with 20 seats?
The tantalising question is
whether the Prachanda-Deuba
coalition will take him or his
party on board or can he, by
joining Opposition KP Oli’s
coalition, destabilise the gov-
ernment. That seems quite
unlikely. A twist in the tale is
the deep bonding between
Lamichhane and Gagan
Thapa, NC’s rising star.

For Prachanda, Maoist
excesses during the civil war
along with his statement that
he was ready to take moral
responsibility for 5,000 conflict

victims (out of 17,000 insur-
gency deaths), he says, has no
legal implications as it was a
political statement with a focus
on Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. Haribol Gajurel,
his chief advisor, has said the
TRC Bill will hasten the con-
clusion of the peace process.

Ahead of Prachanda’s visit
to New Delhi, Nepal, accord-
ing to Kathmandu Post, has
‘gifted’ India Lower Arun II to
Sutlej Jal Vidyut Nigam. This
is the third project on a single
river awarded to India after the
900 MW Arun III and 695
MW Arun IV projects. Fiscal
Nepal reported last September
that Adani Group representa-
tives had thrice met then
Deuba government officials in
Nepal Electricity Authority
and wished to invest in the
10,000MW Karnali-Chisapani
project and construct 400-
600 KV transmission lines.

Other projects awarded
to India are West Seti
Hydroelectric 750MW and
SetiVI 669 MW. Nepal, at
long last, has learnt a lesson
from Bhutan on its liquid gold
assets. In 15 years, Nepal has
increased its power production
from 600 MW to 2500 MW
and, last year, earned $100 mn
by exporting power to India in
the wet season.

In my conversations with
Indian Army Gorkha ex-ser-
vicemen, I learnt that on long-

delayed Agniveer four-year
recruitment, there are mixed
feelings. A Gorkha veteran
told me that Agniveers return-
ing to Nepal will be branded
as ‘rejected’ when only 25 per
cent are re-enlisted. Some are
happy that these lads will
return with Nepali Rs18 lakh
and can start a business or go
abroad. But many are unhap-
py there has been no recruit-
ment for three years. The new
Cabinet will likely be fairly
ignorant about Agniveer.

While the Foreign Affairs
Parliamentary Committee will
be formed later this month, the
decision on Agniveer is likely
to be delayed into May-June
after Prachanda visits India.
Gorkha Regiment Training
Centres in India have so far
trained a batch of Indian-
Domiciled Gorkha Agniveers.
Another batch is under train-
ing and both exclude Nepali
Domiciled Gorkhas. With only
IDGs available for recruit-
ment, the elite Gorkha Brigade
of the Indian Army will be
missing its Nepali brethren.
PM Prachanda will urge Modi
not to leave Nepal with an
unsavoury option on Agniveer.
(The writer, a retired Lt Gen,

was Commander, IPKF
South, and founder member

of the Defence Planning Staff,
currently the Integrated

Defence Staff. The views
expressed are personal) 
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Last week, I celebrated
Nepal’s New Year in
Pokhara covered in a
perpetual haze obscur-
ing the splendour of the

iconic Machhapuchhre (Fishtail
Mountain), which is also the
presiding deity of the valley
which was recently blessed with
a Chinese-built international air-
port that threatens to become a
white elephant. The Chinese-
built Pokhara-Kathmandu road is
being turned into a six-lane high-
way over five years till when dust
kicked up by earthmovers and
forest fires will keep Machha-
puchhre shrouded.

In Kathmandu, the nine-
party coalition is hampered in
completing government forma-
tion by the single-largest but fac-
tionalised Nepali Congress party
and three byelections due on
April 23 to accommodate, among
others, the defeated Janta Samaj-
wadi Party stalwart, Upendra
Yadav, in case he wins from Bara
constituency.

Meanwhile, PM Pushpa
Kamal Dahal’s (Prachanda) visit
to India due this month is delayed
till May for lack of a full Cabinet,
especially Foreign Minister NC’s
NP Saud, who was sworn in on
Sunday.

Always divided into camps,
NC now has a Shekhar Koirala-
Gagan Thapa faction demanding
four Cabinet berths but has set-
tled for three Ministers and one
Minister of State. This will be the
eighth Cabinet expansion since
December 26, 2022. Prachanda
will start breathing normally
once his Cabinet is formalised. He
has won two votes of confidence
and obtained a majority vote for
NC chief Ram Chandra Paudel.

In a wobbly coalition, there
are likely to be three PMs –
Prachanda for two years, Madhav
Nepal (Nepal Communist Socia-
list) for one year and Sher Baha-
dur Deuba (NC) for two years.
There is no certainty about the
longevity of this unorthodox
power-sharing agreement. A new
development could roil this
arrangement. The tintinnabulat-
ing Rashtriya Swatantra Party
whose charismatic and controver-
sial leader Rabi Lamichhane,
after settling his citizenship case,
is hoping to reclaim his Chitwan
seat following the dual citizenship
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(The author is a retired
brigadier, a defence ana-
lyst and a war veteran.
He has written several

books on Kashmir's his-
tory, politics, and securi-
ty. The views expressed

are personal)

“Peoples and governments have never
learned anything from history, or acted on
principles deducible from it — G.W.F.
Hegel".

It is disturbing, to say the least, the way
politics and hidden agendas are
swirling in both countries; India and
Pakistan including Azad Kashmir
(POK), over the monument located

across LOC, with redacted fame. At stake
is the country's security, sensitive Kashmir
and religious sensitivities.

On March 23 , Home Minister Amit
Shah inaugurated Sharada Temple at
Teetwal (Kashmir) near the LOC, con-
structed by Sringeri Mutt, via video link. He
also noted that this “will connect South with
North’ and a plan to ‘explore’ possibilities
of establishing a pilgrim corridor on the pat-
tern of Kartarpur Corridor. One is not sure
what exploration means and how this pro-
posal will come through without getting
Pakistan and POK within the ambit of the
proposal.   

The Legislative Assembly of Azad
Kashmir (POK) passed a resolution on
March 29, 2023, calling for the construc-
tion of a Kartarpur-like corridor to "meet
Kashmiris across the LOC''. Viewed in the
light of a five-day gap, enough time to get
the go-ahead from the Pakistan
Government and the Pakistan Army. The
counter resolution wordings are so differ-
ent from India's proposal; a poisonous hiss
instead of a response. 

Many members who approved this res-
olution are now calling it inappropriate and
foolish. Many Kashmiri parties on either
side, including the Hurriyat Conference,
have raised questions. Amongst the critics
are the parties and MLAs who were present
when the resolution was approved, includ-
ing former Prime Minister of Azad
Kashmir, Raja Farooq Haider. The buzz for
this turnaround is that the legislatures now

believe that the Indian proposal was
basically to introduce the influence
of an Indian religious institution in
the disputed state. 

The working of the Pakistani
mind has been articulated by Mr
Basit, ex-High Commissioner of
Pakistan in India, who calls the res-
olution frivolous and reminds India
about CBM 2005 and the transit
trade agreement 2007 across the
LOC. Both remain in abeyance, as
Aman Setu, transit trade became a
route for subversive acts, arms and
drug smuggling. Basit further
defined Kartarpur Corridor in
terms of an international border,
with an agreed mechanism, terms
proposal unworkable unless two
sides of the erstwhile J&K State are
joined together and LOC becomes
redundant. He pointed indicators as
to how this announcement will
allow new life to Pakistan’s demand
for a solution to the Kashmir prob-
lem. The wording of the resolution;
to meet Kashmiris across the LOC,
has been lost sight of, which sure-
ly will include many shrines in the
valley. Implications include opening
a window of opportunity for
Pakistan to trap India to bring their
Kashmir vision on international,
political and regional benefits of the
dispute and the Indian motive
behind the proposal. 

This “exploration proposal”, a
sure route for subversion in the UT
of J&K, gives politically and inter-
nationally a new lease of life to the
Kashmir problem. Pakistan’s ISI
would be delighted to reactivate
their conduits on both sides. Is this
Indian announcement an indication
to revive both these agreements by
India, knowing Pakistan has never

been sincere and each of their
moves is suspect, proved by previ-
ous subversive acts? One wonders,
even if an agreed mechanism comes
through, how both countries will
reconcile to the attribution of this
monument. Pakistan has declared
it a Protected Buddhist Monument
dating to Ashoka, denying its claim
as a Hindu temple. Hindus claim it
to be the ancient shrine of S'arada,
the Goddess of Knowledge and
closely associated with the Sharada
script and language.

This temple, constructed near
the LOC, is that of Goddess
Sharadamba, a form of Parvati,
spouse of Chandramouleshwara
(Shiva), presiding deity of the
Sringeri Mutt. It is misleading that
it is S’arada of Kashmir, a form of
Saraswati and Goddess of
Knowledge. An imaginatively cre-
ated fictional visit to Shankara-
charya by one of the pontiffs of the
Mutt, at the end of the 14th centu-
ry, is associated with the S’arada
Shrines of Kashmir. Many erudite
South Indian scholars and people
have questioned this myth. It is not
for me to comment on what
prompted the Home Minister to
connect the two institutions, two
distinct religious philosophies and
the proposal of a corridor.

My knowledge of the area is
decades old, having served opposite
this area along LOC for over three
years and am aware of how this area
has been used post-1989 by
Pakistan. Our surgical strike
(September 2016) targets were pre-
dominantly in this very area, a
hotbed base for ISI covert activities.
There are conflicting claims from
both sides about the monument as

indicated above. None of the
Ashoka edicts, travelogues of noted
Chinese monks or chronicles of
Kashmir (Nilamat, Rajatarangini)
mention this particular monument
with religious roots or acknowledge
either of these claims. 

Notwithstanding concerted
efforts of a religious institution’s
effort to appropriate this S’arada
legacy, this area till a few centuries
back was called Drava country. The
so-called pilgrims will be few, but
the influx will be more from the
other side of LOC. Even in the later
part of the 19th century, Auriel
Stein remarked: " In a particular
year, once every fourth lunar year,
two or three hundred from a near-
by area (Kupwara) visit basically for
religious ceremonies of the dead. In
normal years, it attracts few pil-
grims”. He also mentions that
“Brahmans of Srinagar and round-
about hardly know the existence of
this monument.” This proposal
and encouragement of a pointed
religious structure are apt to create
more apprehensions and alien-
ation in the valley. It is better to sep-
arate religious sentiments from
the security of the country. It may
be prudent not to allow the visit of
the pontiff of a mutt to Kashmir on
May 23.  

There is a need to analyse the
security threats of such a proposal
and a separate study of the history
of the monument. One need not be
carried away by sentiments and the
influence of religious institutions or
inclinations. It is clear that willing-
ly we have put our hand inside a
beehive, not realising the extent of
the stings which will remind India
of a grave blunder committed.
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With the Assembly
election later this
year, Rajasthan faces

a political crisis again. The
party lost Punjab last year
because of mishandling by
the Gandhis by backing the
wrong horse. Will the Cong-
ress leadership be able to save
Rajasthan from going the
Punjab way?

Congress and BJP have
been alternating in Govern-
ment, and now it is the turn of
the BJP to win the elections in
Rajasthan. Congress desper-
ately needs to retain the big
state in the Assembly polls. In
a catch-22 situation, Congress
is still dithering whether to face
the electorate with Ashok
Gehlot as Chief Minister or the
rebel Sachin Pilot instead.

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and his former Deputy

chief minister Sachin Pilot are
at loggerheads again. The
power tussle between the two
started in 2018, first over 
party tickets and later over the
chief minister's position.
Gehlot wants to keep his job,
and Pilot wants to grab it
immediately.

Pilot had rebelled twice in
the meanwhile. In 2020, he led
a revolt with the tacit support
of the BJP with 20 of his leg-
islators; the one-month-long
political crisis ended after the
Congress high command
promised to look into the
issues raised by Sachin Pilot.

The second time was in
September 2022, when the
Gehlot camp consisting of 90
MLAs, submitted their resig-
nation letters to prevent Sachin
Pilot from succeeding Ghelot.
This was when Ashok was

offered the party chief 's posi-
tion. The lot wanted to be chief
minister and party president
and rejected the party post. 

The Pilot thinks it is now
or never as the time is running
out. Though he is only 46, if
Pilot misses the boat, his next
shot would be in 2028. He is
not in the mood to waste 15
years of political life.

Last week, Pilot announ-
ced a one-day dharna accusing
the Gehlot Government of
failing to act against the excise
mafia, illegal mining, land
encroachment, or the Lalit
Modi affidavit case sat in
dharna for a day. He com-
plained Ghelot had been reluc-
tant to act against the prede-
cessor Vasundhara-led Gov-
ernment. Incidentally, Vasund-
hara Raje (BJP) quietly helped
Ghelot win the confidence

vote in 2020. Also, she is stak-
ing her claims to become chief
minister again.

Sachin is young, charis-
matic, ambitious, articulate,
and sophisticated. He is also
close to Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi; However, he
is a rebel, impatient, and ambi-
tious. There are speculations
that BJP might offer him a
ministerial berth. With few
young leaders left, PIlot's quit-
ting could hurt Congress
before the polls. Ashok Gehlot
is 71, asking the electorate for
one last chance. If disturbed
now, he will break the party.

The options before
Congress are few. One is to
Counsel patience, Sachin. He
has chosen corruption as an
issue this time. When Rahul
Gandhi is spearheading cor-
ruption, how could they blame

Sachin? Moving Pilot to Delhi
to give organizational respon-
sibilities was one of the
options, but Pilot would not be
satisfied. Alienating Ghelot
also will have repercussions.
One option is to convince the
one-time magician Ghelot to
step down. Ghelot had been
the chief minister twice earli-
er and was an experienced
leader from the OBC commu-
nity. He has shown many
times that he is a man in con-
trol. But, he is an ageing leader,
lacks charisma, and indulges in
factionalism. He also faces
anti-incumbency.

It will be an acid test for
the six-month-old Congress
Chief Mallikharjun Kharge
busy amid Karnataka Assem-
bly polls. Last month, he was
toying with making PIlot the
state party chief, which would

have soothed Sachin but upset
Gehlot. Kharge may be wait-
ing for the Karnataka elections
to conclude. With pretty good
chances of winning the state,
he could deal with both lead-
ers from a position of strength.
Ultimately, it depends on the
party's high command to find
an acceptable formula for both.
But this is easier said than
done. Congress leadership has
little time to dither.

The first and foremost is to
quieten the warring camps.
The Congress has roped vet-
eran Kamal Nath to mediate
between the two sides.
Secondly, the High command
should act swiftly. Keeping
the crisis unaddressed will
result in further chaos. It
might also affect the party's
chances in Karnataka. Thirdly,
Kharge should ensure

Rajasthan is not messed up as
they did in Punjab by backing
the wrong horse and losing the
state.

Fourthly, there are few
politically savvy peacemakers
like Ahmed Patel. Also, Sonia
Gandhi has taken a backseat.
Kamalnath has reportedly
offered Pilot a 'meaty' role in
the AICC secretariat, a mem-
ber of the Congress Working
Committee, and a vital role in
the screening committee for
the upcoming Rajasthan elec-
tions.

The High Command is
not willing to disturb Ghelot.
So, Congress must tread care-
fully, as any misstep would
mean losing Rajasthan. It will
need all the mediating skills to
resolve the issue at a time when
Congress needs to win and not
lose.
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(The author is a senior 
journalist)
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Washington (AP): Stepping
gingerly over the lawn in their
spiky heels, first lady Jill Biden
and Yuko Kishida, the wife of
Japan’s prime minister, planted
a cherry tree at the White
House on Monday to honour
decades of friendship between
their countries.

“This is how you always
plant a tree,” Biden said, laugh-
ing about their shoes as she and
Kishida shovelled soil around
the base of a Yoshino cherry
tree sapling on the south
grounds. 

Kishida is on a rare solo
visit to the United States. It’s the
first time the spouse of the
prime minister has travelled
alone to the United States, and
Kishida visited at Biden’s invi-
tation, according to the
Japanese embassy in

Washington. 
She is spending part of the

week in Washington to pro-
mote friendship between the
US and Japan, as well as cultur-
al exchanges, the Japanese gov-
ernment said. 

Biden took Kishida to the
Oval Office to see President Joe
Biden, the White House said,

and hosted her for lunch.
Among those invited to the
women-only meal were Rep.
Doris Matsui, D-California;
Maki Onuki, principal dancer
at the Washington Ballet; and
Akiko Iwasaki, immunology
professor at Yale University
School of Medicine, according
to the first lady’s office. 

Toronto: The Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation
paused its use of Twitter on
Monday after the social media
platform owned by Elon
Musk stamped CBC’s account
with a label the public broad-
caster says is intended to
undermine its credibility.

Twitter  label led
CBC/Radio-Canada “govern-
ment-funded media” — the
same label that prompted
National Public Radio in the
US to similarly quit Twitter
last Wednesday.

“Twitter can be a power-
ful tool for our journalists to
communicate with
Canadians, but it undermines
the accuracy and profession-
alism of the work they do to
allow our independence to be
falsely described in this way,”
CBC spokesman Leon Mar
said in a statement announc-
ing the change Monday after-
noon.

“Consequently, we will be
pausing our activity on our
corporate Twitter account and
all CBC and Radio-Canada
news-related accounts,” the
statement said.

CBC has sent a letter to
Twitter asking the company to
re-examine the designation.
Musk later tweeted about it
and changed it to “69 per cent
Government-funded media.”

CBC does not meet those
criteria, Mar argued, because
it is publicly funded through
a parliamentary appropriation
that is voted upon by all
members of Parliament, and
its editorial independence is
protected in law in the
Broadcasting Act.

The CBC’s board of direc-
tors determines how the
funding it receives is spent. In
2021-22, the CBC received
more than USD 1.2 billion
Canadian (USD 900 million)
in government funding.  AP
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The heads of the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI)

and the Military Intelligence
(MI) met Chief Justice Umar
Ata Bandial and two other top
judges for more than three
hours and briefed them on the
security issues facing Pakistan,
amidst a tussle between the
government and the apex court
over holding snap elections in
the politically crucial Punjab
province.

The meeting between the
spy chiefs of Pakistan and the
top judges took place on
Monday in the chamber of
Chief Justice Bandial, the
Express Tribune newspaper
reported on Tuesday.

The two top spymasters ISI
chief Lt Gen Nadeem Anjum
and MI Chief Major General
Wajid Aziz briefed Chief Justice
Bandial on the security issues
confronting the country, it
said.

A three-judge bench —
led by the chief justice and
comprising Justice Munib
Akhtar and Justice Ijazul Ahsan
— on April 4 declared as
“unconstitutional” the Election
Commission of Pakistan’s
(ECP) decision to postpone the
election for the Punjab
Assembly and ordered it to
hold polls in the province on
May 14.

On March 22, the ECP
delayed the provincial assem-
bly election in the province by
more than five months, citing
a deteriorating security situa-
tion in the cash-starved coun-
try.

The same bench on April
14 ordered the State Bank of
Pakistan to release Rs 21 billion
to the ECP for holding elec-
tions in Punjab and Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province and
send an “appropriate commu-

nication” to this effect to the
finance ministry by April 17.

At an earlier hearing,
Defence Secretary, Former Lt
Gen Hamood Uz Zaman,
requested the bench to get an
in-camera briefing on securi-
ty issues. But the bench had
asked him to first submit a clas-
sified report.

“It seems that these officials
directly shared with the judges
the reasons why the Army
troops could not be made
available for security duty on
May 14,” a lawyer told the
paper.

April 17 was the last date to
inform the ECP about a secu-
rity plan as per the direction of
the apex court.

It is not clear whether the
Supreme Court expressed sat-
isfaction with the briefing.
However, the briefing will have
far-reaching implications if the

judges get convinced that the
security situation in the coun-
try does not allow the deploy-
ment of troops to ensure secu-
rity during the poll in Punjab.

Holding provincial elec-
tions has taken centre stage in
Pakistani politics as former
Prime Minister Imran Khan
has been pushing for snap
elections in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provinces.

PTI Chairman Khan has
been demanding early nation-
al elections since his ouster in
April last year after he lost a
confidence vote in Parliament.

The current term of the
National Assembly will com-
plete its five-year term in
August this year. 

According to the
Constitution, elections shall
be held within 90 days after the
dissolution of the lower house.
This means that the election
must be held by mid-October.
The last general election was
held in July 2018.
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Peshawar (PTI): A massive
landslide struck a key highway
near the Torkham border town
in northwestern Pakistan that
killed at least two Afghan citi-
zens, injured eight others and
buried some 20 trucks on
Tuesday morning, according to
a media report.

The landslide occurred in
the early hours of Tuesday fol-
lowing a strong thunderstorm
on the main road through
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Khyber
Pass near the Afghanistan bor-
der, burying the trucks trans-
porting goods, the Dawn news-
paper reported.

According to rescue offi-
cials, two Afghan citizens have
been killed in the landslide and
authorities were trying to recov-
er their bodies. “Two Afghan cit-
izens had been killed in the land-
slide and authorities were trying
to recover the bodies. 
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Kathmandu (PTI): Nepal
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal “Prachanda” said on
Tuesday that the government
recognises the importance of
the hydropower sector and its
potential to become a strong
base for the Himalayan nation’s
economic prosperity and
export clean and green energy.

Prachanda was the chief
guest at the inaugural session
of the Power Summit 2023,
which kicked off on Tuesday
here with the slogan “Broaden
green energy market”.

Over 250 delegates from
around two dozen countries,
including India, Bangladesh,
Bhutan and Sri Lanka, are par-
ticipating in the summit,
organised by the Independent
Power Producers’ Association
of Nepal (IPPAN). The Prime
Minister underlined Nepal’s
need to export surplus electric-

ity to attain economic prosper-
ity.

He identified four areas
where hydropower can be
utilised in the country:- agri-
culture, cooking, industry and
transportation, and asserted
that domestic use of hydropow-
er not only helps to reduce pol-
lution but also aids in minimis-
ing the Himalayan country’s
huge trade imbalance by bring-
ing down the import of expen-
sive petroleum products and
Liquefied Petroleum Gas.

Nepal’s hydropower
potential is estimated to be
above 50,000 MW but actual
electricity generation from
hydropower is currently 800
MW.

Nepal can meet not just its
own electricity needs, but also
serve energy-hungry neigh-
bours like Bangladesh and
India, according to experts.
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United Nations (AP) The
United Nations is ready to
take the “heartbreaking” deci-
sion to pull out of Afghanistan
in May if it can’t persuade the
Taliban to let local women
work for the organisation, the
head of the UN Development
Program said.

UN officials are negotiating
with the Islamist government
in the hope that it will make
exceptions to an edict this
month barring local women
from working for the organisa-
tion, UNDP Administrator
Achim Steiner told The
Associated Press.

“It is fair to say that where
we are right now is the entire
United Nations system having
to take a step back and reeval-
uating its ability to operate
there,” Steiner said. “But it’s
not about negotiating funda-
mental principles, human
rights.” 
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London (PTI): A number of
Indian diaspora organisations in
the UK have issued letters object-
ing to the creation of a new cross-
party parliamentary group for
British Gujaratis, warning that
the move could be “divisive”.

The British Gujaratis All
Party Parliamentary Group
(APPG) was registered as a new
body with the stated purpose “to
ensure that the economic, health,
social and cultural needs of the
British Gujarati community are
reflected in Parliament, with a
particular emphasis, on health,
education, and elderly care”.

PGs, which have no official
status within the British
Parliament, are informal cross-
party groups formed by mem-
bers of Parliament (MPs) and
House of Lords peers who share
a common interest in a particu-
lar policy area, region or coun-
try. 

“We see this move as divisive
and against the interests of the
British Indian community,” reads
a letter from the Friends of
India Society International (FISI)
UK issued last week to the
office-bearers of the new group.

“We fail to see any concrete
reasons for its creation as the
concerns raised are not separate
from those of the British Indian
community and hence the same
can be addressed through APPG
for British Hindus and APPG for
India,” it notes. 

It warns that the move to
create the new group is “an
attack on the unity of the British
Indian community and also on
India”.“Such disharmonious and
mala-fide attempts creating strife
within the wider Hindu/Indian
community needs to be discour-
aged,” it adds.

Similar sentiments have
been expressed in a series of let-
ters issued by groups such as the
Hindu Forum of Britain (HFB),
British Sikh Association and the
National Association of Patidar
Samaj – which represents the
British Gujarati community.
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Two Indians, prominent woman
climber Baljeet Kaur and the

youngest Indian to climb Mt Everest in
2010, Arjun Vajpayee, were rescued
from Mt Annapurna in Nepal on
Tuesday, officials from the expedition
organisers said.

Kaur, 27, who scaled the world’s 10th
highest peak without using supplemen-
tal oxygen, went missing near Camp IV
while descending from the summit point
on Monday.

She was rescued from 7,363m after
an aerial search team located her above
Camp IV, Chairman at Pioneer
Adventure Pasang Sherpa, was quoted as
saying by the Himalayan Times newspa-
per. “She has suffered from frostbite,”
Sherpa said.

Kaur has been admitted to CIWEC
Hospital in Kathmandu for treatment.

Kaur was seen descending alone
towards Camp IV by the aerial search
team, according to Sherpa.

The leading Indian woman climber,
who was left alone below the summit
point, remained out of radio contact till
this morning, the report added.

An aerial search mission was initiat-

ed on Tuesday morning only after she
managed to send a radio signal asking for
‘immediate help’.

According to Sherpa, her GPS loca-
tion has indicated an altitude of 7,375m
(24,193ft). She climbed Mt Annapurna
along with two Sherpa guides at around
5:15 pm on Monday. At least three heli-
copters were mobilised to trace her.

In May last year,  Kaur,  from
Himachal Pradesh, scaled Mt Lhotse and
became the first Indian climber to have
climbed four 8000-meter peaks in a sin-
gle season.

Indian climber Arjun Vajpayi was
also rescued from 6,800 metres, Seven
Summit Trek’s Expedition Director

Chhawang Dawa Sherpa said.
“He has sustained injuries,”

Department of Tourism Director Yubraj
Khatiwada was quoted as saying in The
Kathmandu Post newspaper.

Vajapi, 29, was admitted for treat-
ment to Hams Hospital after being air-
lifted to Kathmandu.

He was awarded by Guinness World
Records in 2022 for becoming the
youngest person to climb two higher
8000ers (Mt. Everest in 2010 and Summit
Lhotse in May 2011).

Vajpai has already scaled Mt. Everest,
Mt.  Lhotse,  Mt.  Makalu,  Mt.
Kangchenjunga, Mt. Manaslu, and Cho-
Oyu, making several mountaineering
world records. On Monday, Anurag
Malu, a resident of Kishangarh in
Rajasthan, went missing while descend-
ing from Camp III of Mt. Annapurna.

A team of five Sherpa climbers has
been conducting a ground search for
Malu, who fell from around 6,000 metres
into a deep crevasse. Pakistani climbers
Shehroze Kashif and Naila Kiani were
also evacuated after they fell ill while
descending from the summit point,
Sherpa was quoted as saying in the
report.
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APakistani anti-terrorism
court has sent a Chinese

national to jail on a 14-day judi-
cial remand on blasphemy
charges in the restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province after he
was arrested on Monday,
according to media reports on
Tuesday.

The police arrested the
Chinese national identified as
Tian on Sunday and on Monday
he was shifted to Abbottabad via
an Army helicopter due to secu-
rity concerns as the police feared
local people could harm him.

Tian was booked on blas-
phemy charges and sent to
prison on a 14-day judicial
remand by an Abbottabad anti-
terrorism court on Monday, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

The Chinese citizen, a man-
ager at the Dasu Hydropower
Project, the biggest hydropow-
er project in Pakistan, in the
Upper Kohistan district of the
province, allegedly made blas-

phemous remarks on Friday
when the workers were going to
perform the weekly prayer. 

According to local people,
the Chinese manager com-
plained to workers at the dam
that “precious time” was being
lost due to prayer breaks.

The Dasu Hydropower
Project is a major venture under
the USD 60 billion China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CEPC).

“We have arrested the for-
eigner suspect under blasphemy
and terrorism charges and air-
lifted him from here to present
him before the anti-terrorism

court (ATC) in Abbottabad,”
District Police Officer (DPO)
Upper Kohistan, Mohammad
Khalid, was quoted as saying in
the report.

The suspect was later pro-
duced before the ATC amid
strict security measures. The
DPO said the Chinese national
was moved to Islamabad
onboard a helicopter on Monday
evening, the report said.

Meanwhile, in Beijing,
China’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said the embassy in Islamabad
was verifying the information.

“The Chinese government
always asks Chinese nationals
overseas to abide by laws and
regulations of the host countries
and respect local customs and
traditions. If the incident
involves Chinese nationals, our
Embassy will provide consular
protection and assistance with-
in the purview of its duty,”
Wang told reporters in response
to a question at a regular news
briefing. 

Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan’s
head of the diplomatic mission
in Kabul returned to the Afghan
capital on Monday, more than
four months after he survived
an assassination attempt,
according to a media report.

Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch confirmed that Ubaidur
Rehman Nizamani, the
Pakistani Charge d’Affaires,
returned to Kabul, however,
she did not provide further
details, The Express Tribune
newspaper reported on
Monday.

Nizamani’s return followed
a phone call between Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
and acting Afghan Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi.
The development came ahead of
a planned visit of Muttaqi to
Islamabad next month.  

Quoting sources, the report
said the decision to send back
the Pakistani envoy was made
during the call.

Nizamani was on a routine
walk inside the sprawling
embassy compound in Kabul on
December 2 when shooters
opened fire on him from a near-

by multi-storey building.
He escaped unhurt, but his

Pakistani security guard was hit
in the legs by bullets.

Pakistan immediately evac-
uated the senior diplomat and
demanded the Taliban enhance
the security of its embassy.

However, it was not clear at
the time that it would take over
four months for Pakistan to
send back its envoy to Kabul.

The delay was attributed to
a lack of security as well as fric-
tion between the two sides on
a range of issues particularly the
continued attacks by the banned
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) terror group.

Sources said that Bilawal
extended the formal invitation
to his Afghan counterpart dur-
ing the telephone conversation.

Though no official confir-
mation was available, sources
said that Muttaqi is expected to
travel to Islamabad in the first
week of May.

This would be his second
visit to Islamabad and first,
since the coalition government
replaced former prime minister
Imran Khan in April last year,
the report said.
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Former US President Bill
Clinton said on Tuesday he

was optimistic that one of
Northern Ireland’s main polit-
ical parties would soon end a
boycott that has kept the
regional government on ice for
more than a year. 

Clinton said he had met
with Democratic Unionist
Party leader Jeffrey Donaldson
on Monday, and “I left that
meeting more optimistic than
I entered it.”

Clinton is in Belfast this
week to mark 25 years since
the Good Friday Agreement
ended decades of sectarian
bloodshed. The deal estab-
lished a Northern Ireland gov-
ernment with power shared
between British unionist and
Irish nationalist parties.

The DUP walked out more
than a year ago to protest
post-Brexit trade rules that

imposed a customs border
between Northern Ireland and
the rest of the UK.

It has refused to return,
despite a deal reached by the
U.K. and the EU in February
to remove many of the border
checks.

Clinton said the deal,
known as the Windsor
Framework, had gone a long
way to resolving the political

impasse. “So I expect that, in
the not too distant future, the
barriers to bringing up the gov-
ernment again will be
removed,” he told the BBC.
“Because everybody knows
that economically, socially and
politically, they would be worse
off if they packed it in over the
current level of disagreement.”

UK Northern Ireland
Secretary Chris Heaton-Harris
also urged the DUP to go
back into government, saying
those who valued Northern
Ireland’s place in the United
Kingdom should “put the
union first, restore the
devolved institutions and get
on with the job of delivering
for the people of Northern
Ireland.”  “The biggest threat to
Northern Ireland’s place in
the union is failing to deliver
on these priorities,” he told a
Good Friday Agreement com-
memoration conference in
Belfast. 
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Helsinki (AP): Sweden’s pub-
lic radio said Tuesday that it
would stop being active on
Twitter, but it did not blame
new labels that Elon Musk’s
social media platform has
slapped on public broadcasters,
leading some major North
American outlets to quit tweet-
ing.

Sveriges Radio said on its
blog that Twitter has lost its rel-
evance to Swedish audiences.
National Public Radio and
Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation, meanwhile, have
pointed to Twitter’s new policy
of labelling them as govern-
ment-funded instititutions, say-
ing it undermines their credi-
bility.For a long time, Sveriges
Radio has de-prioritised its
presence on Twitter and has
now made the decision to com-
pletely stop being active on the

platform, at the same time that
we are shutting down a number
of accounts,” said Christian
Gillinger, head of the broadcast-
er’s social media activities. 

He cited a recent study
showing only some 7 per cent
of Swedes are on Twitter daily
and said the platform “has sim-
ply changed over the years and
become less important for us.”
“The audience has simply cho-
sen other places to be. 
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Influential Tunisian Islamist
leader Rached Ghannouchi

was detained Monday after a
police search, according to his
lawyer, in a move denounced
by his supporters as a stepped-
up effort by the president to
quash Tunisia’s opposition.
The move against the 81-year-
old former parliament speak-
er comes amid growing social
tensions and deepening eco-
nomic troubles in Tunisia, the
birthplace of the Arab Spring
pro-democracy movement
more than a decade ago.

Ghannouchi, head of the
Ennahdha party, is the most
prominent critic of Tunisian
President Kais Saied. While he
has been detained for ques-
tioning in the past and
released, his supporters
described Monday’s action as
a more serious step. 

Police entered his house
for a lengthy search and
brought him to the El Aouina
jail in the east of the capital, his
lawyer Nejib Chebbi told The
Associated Press.

Ennahdha called for his

release, saying in a statement
that it it “condemns this very
dangerous development.”

Tunisia’s official TAP news
agency reported that he was
detained on a warrant by coun-
terterrorism prosecutors as
part of an investigation into
recent “provocative” com-
ments. It did not elaborate.

Other Tunisian media
reported that Ghannouchi was
to be questioned over a video
circulating online in which he
purportedly says that the pres-
ident’s perceived efforts to
“eradicate’’ Islamist opposition
threaten to unleash civil war.
Ghannouchi has been detained
before for questioning on sus-

picion of money laundering
and terrorism financing
through a charity. He has
denied wrongdoing and his
party says the accusations are
politically driven.

His daughter Yusra said
her father had cooperated with
police during past detentions,
and lamented that the presi-
dent “ordered a raid on his
house and his arrest after sun-
down during the most holy
night of Ramadan.” Islamist
lawyer Ines Harrath ques-
tioned why he wasn’t sum-
moned for questioning during
normal working hours. “We
are no longer living in a state
of law,’’ she said. 
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Karuizawa (Japan): Top diplo-
mats from the Group of Seven
wealthy democracies vowed a
unified front against Chinese
threats to Taiwan and Russia’s
war of aggression in Ukraine,
saying at the close of their meet-
ings Tuesday that they were
committed to boosting and
enforcing tough sanctions
against Moscow.

The G-7 communique lay-
ing out their commitments also
included strong words over an

unprecedented run of North
Korean missile tests. But it was
China’s growing assertiveness
in Asia and Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine that highlighted the
three-day summit hosted by
Japan in this hot springs resort
town. “There can be no impuni-
ty for war crimes and other
atrocities such as Russia’s attacks
against civilians and critical civil-
ian infrastructure,” the ministers
said. “We remain committed to
intensifying sanctions against

Russia, coordinating and fully
enforcing them,” the commu-
nique said, and would support
“for as long as it takes” Ukraine
as it defends itself. The foreign
ministers’ communique was pre-
pared as a template for global
leaders to use at a G-7 
summit that will be held in
Hiroshima next month, and
included language about Iran,
Myanmar, Afghanistan, nuclear
proliferation and other “grave
threats.” AP

Moscow (AP): The Chinese
defence chief vowed on
Tuesday to take military coop-
eration with Moscow to a new
level, a statement that reflects
increasingly close Russia-China
ties amid the fighting in
Ukraine.

Chinese Defence Minister
Gen. Li Shangfu held talks
with his Russian counterpart
Sergei Shoigu after attending a
meeting Sunday with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in the
Kremlin. “The armed forces of
China and Russia will imple-
ment the agreements reached
by the heads of state and
expand military cooperation,
military-technical ties and arms
trade,” Li said in opening
remarks at Tuesday’s meeting
with Shoigu. 

“We will certainly take
them to a new level.”

Li’s trip follows last month’s
three-day state visit to the
Russian capital by Chinese
leader Xi Jinping, reflecting
China’s strengthening engage-

ment with Russia. Moscow
and Beijing have closely aligned
their policies in attempt to
reshape the world order to
diminish the influence of the
United States and its Western
allies.

China has refused to crit-
icise Russia’s actions in Ukraine
and blamed the U.S. and NATO
for provoking Moscow. Xi’s
visit to Moscow gave a strong
political boost to Putin, send-
ing a message to Western lead-
ers that their efforts to isolate
Russia have fallen short.

After the talks, Putin and
Xi issued joint declarations
pledging to further bolster
their “strategic cooperation,”
develop cooperation in energy,
high-tech industries and other
spheres and expand the use of
their currencies in mutual trade
to reduce dependence on the
West. After more than a year of
fighting in Ukraine and bruis-
ing Western sanctions, Russia’s
dependence on China has
increased significantly. 
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China’s economic growth
accelerated in the latest

quarter as consumer flocked
back to shops and restaurants
following the abrupt end of anti-
virus controls.

The 4.5 per cent growth in
gross domestic product from
January to March compared to
the same period in 2022 was the
fastest in the past year, and out-
paced the 2.9 per cent growth in
the previous quarter, according
to government data released
Tuesday. 

But authorities cautioned
that China will likely face
import and export pressures in
the coming months amid an
uncertain international eco-
nomic environment, and also
warned of inadequate domestic
market demand in the world’s
No. 2 economy.

Fu Linghui, the director
general of China’s National
Bureau of Statistics, said on
Tuesday that authorities will
implement various policies to
“stabilise growth” and stimulate
domestic demand, as well as
help support the development of
emerging industries.

The higher-than-expected
rise in GDP for the quarter
comes amid a rebound in con-
sumption, as people flocked to
shopping malls and restaurants
after “zero-COVID” restric-
tions were removed at the end
of 2022. Analysts initially
pegged economic growth to be
about 4 per cent.

Earlier this year, China’s
government set this year’s eco-
nomic growth target at “around
5 per cent,” a conservative tar-
get that will only be met if GDP
grows faster in the months
ahead. In March, total retail
sales of consumer goods went
up by 10.6 per cent year on year,
and grew 7.1 percentage points
compared to the first two
months of the year.

“The combination of a
steady uptick in consumer con-
fidence as well as the still-
incomplete release of pent-up
demand suggest to us that the
consumer-led recovery still has
room to run,” said Louise Loo,
an economist at Oxford
Economics in a note.

But while consumption and

retail sales have grown, other
economic indicators with weak-
er growth such as industrial out-
put and fixed-asset investments
indicate an uneven recovery.
Slowing price indices also point
toward inadequate demand.

Industrial production out-
put, which measures activity in
the manufacturing, mining and
utilities sectors, grew by 3.9 per
cent in March compared to the
same time last year.

Fixed-asset investment —
in which China invests in infra-
structure and other projects to
drive growth — rose by 5.1 per
cent in the first three months of
2023 compared to the same
period last year. 

The growth was down from
5.5 per cent in the first two
months of the year. Private
investments were also weak,
growing just 0.6 per cent.

China’s exports surged in
March, according to data earli-
er this week, although this
could be the result of suppliers
catching up in fulfilling orders
disrupted during COVID-19. In
the first quarter, exports grew
8.4 per cent.

The unemployment rate in
urban areas fell to 5.3 per cent
in March, down 0.3 per cent
from the month before. But
youth unemployment jumped
to 19.6 per cent, a near-record
high.

Investors are expected to
scrutinize China’s first-quarter
economic data for indicators of
recovery following years of
harsh lockdowns and a crack-
down on the industries such as
technology and real estate.

Last year’s growth fell to 3
per cent, hampered by anti-virus
controls that caused snap lock-
downs and kept millions at
home, sometimes for weeks on
end. GDP is expected to accel-
erate on a year-on-year basis
given Shanghai’s COVID-19
lockdowns last year, which
impacted the economy, accord-
ing to Oxford Economic’s Loo,
who said that growth is expect-
ed to slow in the second half of
the year. “The fading of con-
sumption momentum, the
winding down of fiscal stimu-
lus, and a weaker incoming
external demand would put
downward pressure on domes-
tic growth in H2,” she said.
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Kyiv (AP): Russian President
Vladimir Putin visited com-
mand posts of the Kremlin's
forces fighting in Ukraine, offi-
cials said Tuesday, as the war
approaches its 14th month and
Kyiv readies a possible coun-
teroffensive with Western-sup-
plied weapons.

A video released by the
Kremlin and broadcast by
Russian state television showed
Putin arriving by helicopter at
the command post of Russian
forces in southern Ukraine's
Kherson province and then
flying to the headquarters of
the Russian National Guard in
Luhansk province, which is in
the east.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said the visits
took place Monday. The trip,
Putin's second in two months
to Russian-occupied territory
in Ukraine, represented an
apparent attempt by the
Russian leader to rally his
troops and demonstrate his
authority.

Dressed in a dark suit,
Putin appeared to chair meet-
ings with his military top brass
during both of his stops. The
locations of the military head-

quarters weren't disclosed,
making it impossible to assess
how close they were to the front
line. Nor was it possible to
independently verify the
authenticity of the video
footage.

On Tuesday, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy made his latest trip
to positions near the front line
to stiffen the resolve of soldiers
battling Putin's troops.

Zelenskyy visited units in
Avdiivka, a city in Donetsk
province where fierce battles
are taking place, his office said.
He heard first-hand reports
about the battlefield situation
and handed out awards.

Zelenskyy's visits to areas
of his country that have felt the
brunt of Russia's full-scale
invasion gathered pace last
month as he shuttled across the
country, often by train. As
with Putin, the Ukrainian
leader's wartime trips usually
aren't publicised until after
he's already left an area.

Russia's war in Ukraine
has become largely deadlocked
amid heavy fighting in the
east, particularly around the
Donestk province city of

Bakhmut, which for 8½
months has been the stage for
the longest and bloodiest bat-
tle so far.

Kherson and Luhansk,
along with Donetsk and
Zaporizhzhia provinces, were
annexed illegally by Russia in
September, following local ref-
erendums that Ukraine and the
West denounced as shams. 

Ukrainian presidential
adviser Mykhailo Podolyak

was scathing in his criticism of
Putin's trip, accusing the
Russian leader of “degrada-
tion” and being the author of
“mass murders” in the war.

Both then and now, large
parts of Donetsk, Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia, as well as some
areas of Luhansk province,
have remained under
Ukrainian control. In
November, Russian forces
ceded territory in Kherson

province, including the region's
namesake capital.

In a parallel development,
the Moscow-appointed gover-
nor of the occupied part of
Donetsk province, Denis
Pushilin, went to Minsk and
won pledges of support from
Belarus President Alexander
Lukashenko, a Putin ally.

Analysts said Pushilin's
visit was likely approved by the
Kremlin and sought to remind
Kyiv about the possibility of
Belarus joining Russia in the
war. “The Kremlin forces
Minsk to get involved in the
war more actively in order to
pressure Ukraine with threats
of Belarus joining,” said
Belarusian political analyst
Valery Karbalevich, in a tele-
phone interview. “It is clear that
Pushilin's visit to Minsk has
been synchronized with Putin's
trip to the occupied Ukrainian
regions and aims to show that
the Belarusian threat hasn't
gone away.”

In both locations he visit-
ed, Putin congratulated the
military divisions on Orthodox
Easter, which was celebrated
Sunday, and presented them
with icons. 
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Moscow AP): A Russian judge
on Tuesday upheld the deten-
tion of jailed American jour-
nalist Evan Gershkovich, who
was arrested on spying charges
as part of a sweeping Kremlin
crackdown on dissent amid the
war in Ukraine. 

He and the US govern-
ment vehemently deny the alle-
gations.

The Wall Street Journal
reporter is the first US corre-
spondent since the Cold War to
be detained in Russia on spy-
ing allegations and his arrest
rattled journalists in the coun-
try and elicited outrage in the
West. Dozens of journalists
crowded into the courtroom to
catch a glimpse of Gershkovich,
who looked calm as he stood
inside a glass cage to appeal his
detention.

Russia’s Federal Security
Service detained the 31-year-
old in Yekaterinburg in March
and accused him of trying to
obtain classified information
about a Russian arms factory.

Gershkovich, his employ-
er and the US government
deny he was involved in spying

and have demanded his release.
“Evan is a member of the

free press who right up until he
was arrested was engaged in
newsgathering. Any sugges-
tions otherwise are false,” the
Journal has said in a statement.

Last week, the US official-
ly declared that Gershkovich
was “wrongfully detained.”

He could face up to 20
years in prison if convicted.
Russian lawyers have said past
investigations into espionage
cases took a year to 18 months,
during which time he could
have little contact with the
outside world.

He has been held in
Moscow’s Lefortovo prison,
which dates from the czarist era
and has been a terrifying sym-
bol of repression since Soviet
times.

The arrest comes at a
moment of bitter tensions
between the West and Moscow
over its invasion of Ukraine and
as the Kremlin intensifies a
crackdown on opposition
activists, independent journal-
ists and civil society groups.

The sweeping campaign

of repression is unprecedented
since the Soviet era.

Activists say it often means
the very profession of journal-
ism is criminalised, along with
the activities of ordinary
Russians who oppose the war.

Last month, a Russian
court convicted a father over
social media posts critical of
the war and sentenced him to
two years in prison. On
Monday, a Russian court con-
victed top opposition figure
Vladimir Kara-Murza Jr. of
treason for publicly denounc-
ing the war and sentenced him
to 25 years in prison.

The US has pressed
Moscow to grant consular
access to Gershkovich. US
Ambassador Lynne Tracy, who
attended Tuesday’s hearing,
said a day earlier that she had
visited Gershkovich in prison.
She said on Twitter that “he is
in good health and remains
strong,” reiterating a US call for
his immediate release.

US President Joe Biden
spoke to Greshkovich’s parents
last week and again con-
demned his detention.

Washington (AP): The US
agreed Monday to sell Turkey
$259 million in software it has
long sought to upgrade its
fleet of US F-16 fighter jets.
State Department approval
of the sale comes about two
weeks after Turkey dropped
its objections to Finland join-
ing NATO.

Turkey continues to with-
hold its approval for Sweden
to join the military alliance.
NATO requires unanimous
approval to admit new mem-
bers. 

Turkey also still wants to
buy 40 new F-16s from the
US, but some in Congress
oppose the sale until Turkey
approves NATO membership
for both Nordic countries.

Turkey fell out of grace
with the US on high-tech
military aircraft purchases
after it decided in 2017 to
acquire Russian air-defence
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At least 32 people were
killed in two separate fire

incidents involving a hospital
and a factory in China, official
media reported on Tuesday.

A hospital’s admissions
building in Beijing’s Fengtai
district caught fire at 12:57pm
(local time) on Tuesday, leav-
ing 21 dead, state-run China
Daily reported. 

The fire was extinguished
at around 1:33 pm, and the res-
cue operation lasted until 3:30
pm.

A total of 71 patients were
evacuated and transferred.

The cause is currently
under investigation, the report
said.

In a separate incident, 11
people died in a factory fire in
Wuyi county, Jinhua city in
China’s eastern Zhejiang
province on Monday, the local
government said on Tuesday.

The blaze broke out at
14:04 on Monday. Firefighters,
police officers and emergency

medical personnel rushed to
the spot after receiving an
emergency call about the inci-
dent.

Two rounds of search and
rescue operations were carried
out by 4 am Tuesday after the
fire was brought under control
and 11 bodies were found, the
China Daily reported.

The fire was reported to

have started in a plant where
wooden doors are made, pos-
sibly from materials such as
wooden doors, paint and pack-
ages.

Those alleged to be
responsible for the incident
have been detained and a more
thorough investigation is
underway, the announcement
added. 

missiles. 
Turkey was kicked out of a

US programme to develop the
next-generation F-35 fighter
plane and Turkish defence offi-
cials were sanctioned. 

The US said the Russian
missiles posed a threat to the F-
35 and strongly objected to
their use within the NATO
alliance. 
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London (PTI): Perumal Murugan’s
Tamil novel ‘Pyre’, translated into English
by Aniruddhan Vasudevan, missed out
on the next stage of the International
Booker Prize 2023 as the shortlist for the
literary prize was unveiled at the London
Book Fair on Tuesday.

The coveted literary prize, won last
year by Geetanjali Shree and translator
Daisy Rockwell for the first-ever Hindi
novel ‘Tomb of Sand’, is awarded annu-
ally for a work of fiction written origi-
nally in any language, translated into
English and published in the UK or
Ireland. 

The GBP 50,000 prize money is
shared between the writer and transla-
tor of the winning work, to be known on
May 23. 

Murugan’s ‘Pyre’, which tells the
love story of an inter-caste couple, made
history last month as the first-ever
work in Tamil to make the longlist of the
prize.  The 56-year-old Tamil Nadu born

and based author, scholar and poet has
written 10 novels, five collections of short
stories and four anthologies of poetry
and is working on his next novel.

Meanwhile, the six books to be
shortlisted from the so-called “Booker
dozen” of 13 longlisted novels include:
‘Boulder’ in Catalan by Eva Baltasar,
‘Whale’ in Korean by Cheon Myeong-
kwan, ‘The Gospel According to the New
World’ in French by Maryse Condé,
‘Standing Heavy’ in French by Gauz,
‘Time Shelter’ in Bulgarian by Georgi
Gospodinov, and ‘Still Born’ in Spanish
by Guadalupe Nettel. 

It marks the first nominations for
books translated from Bulgarian and
Catalan and wife-husband author-trans-
lator team of Maryse Condé and Richard
Philcox for their French novel. Conde,
86, dictated ‘The Gospel According to
the New World’ to Philcox as she has a
degenerative neurological disorder that
makes it difficult to speak and see.
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Jeruslem (AP): A suspected
shooting attack by a Palestinian
gunman in Jerusalem on
Tuesday left two Israeli men
wounded, police said. 

It was the latest in a year-
long cycle of violence that
shows no sign of abating after
weeks of heightened tensions
around Jerusalem during the
overlap of the Jewish holiday of
Passover and the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan.

Israeli police were search-
ing for the suspected attacker
who fled the scene in the east
Jerusalem neighborhood of
Sheikh Jarrah. 

The two wounded, who
were shot while inside a vehi-
cle, were treated for moderate
gunshot wounds.

Tensions in Israel and the
occupied West Bank soared
weeks after an Israeli police raid
on Jerusalem’s most sensitive
holy site, the compound home
to the Al-Aqsa mosque. 

The mosque sits on a con-
tested hilltop known to Jews as
the Temple Mount and to
Muslims as the Noble
Sanctuary, revered as the third-
holiest site in Islam and the
holiest site in Judaism. 

Earlier this month, the
Israeli military struck sites
linked to the Palestinian group
Hamas in southern Lebanon
and the Gaza Strip after mili-
tants in the two territories
fired salvos of rockets at
Israel.

Palestinian attacks have
killed at least 20 people, includ-
ing one soldier, since the start
of the year. 
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty closed
lower for a second day on

Tuesday due to profit-taking in
select banking, power and
FMCG stocks amid mixed glob-
al markets and foreign fund out-
flows.

Fall in index major Reliance
Industries, HDFC Bank and
ICICI Bank also dented senti-
ment.

Reversing its early gains, the
30-share BSE Sensex fell 183.74
points or 0.31 per cent to settle
at 59,727.01. During the day, it
declined 331.45 points or 0.55
per cent to a low of 59,579.30.

The broader NSE Nifty
dipped 46.70 points or 0.26 per
cent to end at 17,660.15 as 29 of
its stocks declined while 21
advanced. After a gap-up open-
ing, the index moved in a range
of 17,766.60 to 17,610.20 during
the day.

Among Sensex stocks,
PowerGrid fell the most by 2.62
per cent. UltraTech Cement,
Titan, Reliance Industries, Bajaj
Finance, Mahindra & Mahindra,
ICICI Bank, Tata Consultancy
Services, Tech Mahindra, ITC
and HDFC Bank were among
the major laggards.

Nestle India bucked the
trend, closing with gains of 1.99
per cent. HCL Technologies,
IndusInd Bank, Wipro, Maruti,
Larsen & Toubro and Asian
Paints were among the gainers.

“The banking stocks pared
the performance during the day
while the market was grappling
with the sell-off in the IT sector.
However, the IT sector experi-
enced a marginal relief rally,
aided by bottom fishing, as the
recent correction has made the
sector attractive for long-term
investment,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Global markets struggled to

make much headway on
Tuesday as investors weighed
Chinese data that pointed to an
uneven recovery, as well as the
possibility of further policy
tightening by the Federal
Reserve and other central banks,
said Deepak Jasani, Head of
Retail Research at HDFC
Securities.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge climbed 0.52
per cent and smallcap index
gained 0.22 per cent.

Among indices, utilities fell
0.81 per cent, power went lower
by 0.76 per cent, telecommuni-
cation declined by 0.71 per cent,
consumer durables (0.62 per
cent) and commodities (0.18 per
cent). Realty, healthcare, metal,
IT and teck were among the
winners.

“Markets languished in neg-
ative territory for the better
part of the trading session and
ended weak for the second day
in a row as selective profit-tak-

ing in banking, power & FMCG
stocks weighed. However, buy-
ing in realty and metal stocks
limited the downside,” Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity Res-
earch (Retail), Kotak Securities
Ltd, said.

In Asian markets, Seoul
and Hong Kong ended lower,
while Japan Shanghai settled
with gains.

European markets were
trading with gains during the
afternoon trade. The US markets
had ended in positive territory
on Monday. The Sensex had
tanked 520.25 points or 0.86 per
cent to settle at 59,910.75 on
Monday. The Nifty fell 121.15
points or 0.68 per cent to finish
at 17,706.85.

Meanwhile, global oil
benchmark Brent crude dipped
0.12 per cent to USD 84.66 per
barrel. Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) offloaded equities
worth Rs 533.20 crore on Mon-
day, according to exchange data. 
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Private equity (PE) invest-
ment into Indian real estate

fell sharply by 95 per cent in
January-March to USD 45 mil-
lion amid global uncertainties,
according to property consultant
Savills India.

PE investment stood at USD
1 billion in the year-ago period.

“The investment activity
has been subdued due to grow-
ing global recession concerns,
rising capital costs, and a mis-
match in valuation expectations
between sellers and investors,
which have become significant

hindrances to capital deploy-
ment in India,” Savills said in a
report.

Furthermore, recent events
in the global financial world,
including the collapse of Silicon
Valley Bank and the contagion
spreading to other mid-market
US banks, have contributed to
the overall uncertainty in India’s
office leasing demand, it added.

“The dip in private equity
investment inflows into the
Indian real estate sector in Q1 is
understandable, given the pre-
vailing geo-political and eco-
nomic global challenges and
uncertainties,” said Diwakar

Rana, Managing Director,
Capital Markets, Savills India.

The reduced global capital
available for residential credit
and the development of office
assets, which are mainstream

real estate products in India, is
another factor that will result in
muted investment volumes, he
said. “However, the demand for
investing in core office, core
retail, warehousing, data centres
and life sciences is extremely
strong. Indian Real Estate offers
huge potential for strategic
investments and significant
returns with new investment for-
mats aligned to current require-
ments,” Rana said. 

The data indicate that com-
mercial office assets remained
the top performer in Q1 2023,
capturing about 64 per cent of
the total investment, Savills said. 
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Non-performing assets (NPAs) of self-
help groups (SHGs) have gone down to

1.8 per cent, Union Rural Development
Minister Giriraj Singh said on Tuesday and
called upon banks to provide incentives to
those having NPA of less than one per cent.

Speaking at an event here, Singh said
NPA for self-help groups was 9.58 per cent
in 2014. “NPA has come down to 1.8 per
cent as I speak...,” he said.

Singh stressed that loans given to those
in need do not become NPA.

“When I was the Cooperative Minister,
I sent a team to Bangladesh to understand
why NPA was lesser there. When they
returned, I understood that need-based
finance never becomes NPA. The loans
given at face value become NPA,” he said.

The minister said that a waiver of three
per cent will be given on the interest being

paid on loans. He also urged banks to pro-
vide incentives to those who have NPA of
less than one per cent.

Singh was speaking at a gathering after
launching “Sangathan Se Samridhhi —
Leaving No Rural Woman Behind”, a
national campaign aimed at mobilising 10
crore women from eligible rural households
into self-help groups. The minister said that
in 2014, only 2.35 crore women were part
of self-help groups and the number has

increased to more than nine crore now.
“Our aim is to increase the number to

10 crore by 2024,” he said. He said the gov-
ernment is working on covering SHG
workers under a pension scheme.

The campaign’s primary objective is to
mobilise disadvantaged rural communities
unaware of the benefits of the Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM).

The campaign will be organised in all
states with the expectation of forming
more than 1.1 lakh SHGs.

SHG members from different states par-
ticipated in the event and women from
Bihar, Tripura, Telangana, Maharashtra
and Haryana shared their experiences on
how the DAY-NRLM SHG movement sup-
ported them to come out of poverty by cre-
ating livelihood opportunities leading to
their economic independence and social
empowerment. 
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India’s overall gem and jew-
ellery exports grew marginal-

ly by 2.48 per cent to Rs
3,00,462.52 crore (USD
37,468.66 million) in 2022-23
due to global challenges like
inflation, the Russia-Ukraine
war and the lockdown in China
for almost six months, GJEPC
said on Tuesday. 

The total gem and jew-
ellery exports during 2021-22
stood at Rs 2,93,193.19 crores
(USD 39,331.71 million), the
Gem and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC)
said in a statement. 

The overall exports of gems
and jewellery declined by 23.75

per cent to Rs 21,501.96 crores
(USD 2,612.65 million) in
March 2023 compared to Rs
28,198.36 crores (USD 3,699.90
million) in the same month last
year.

“India’s gem and jewellery
industry has shown remark-
able resilience and persever-

ance in the face of global chal-
lenges. Despite inflation in the
US, the Russia-Ukraine war,
and the lockdown in China for
almost six months, a key mar-
ket, the industry has managed to
put up a commendable perfor-
mance,” GJEPC chairman Vipul
Shah said. 

The overall gems and jew-
ellery exports grew 2.48 per cent
to Rs 3,00,462.52 crores com-
pared to last year and the time-
ly implementation of the India-
UAE Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, has resulted in a
remarkable 17 per cent growth
in exports of plain gold jewellery
in 2022-23, Shah added. 
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The rupee depreciated 3 paise
to close at 82.04 (provision-

al) against the US dollar on
Tuesday, tracking negative sen-
timents in the domestic equities
market. Forex traders said a
weak greenback against major
currencies and falling crude
prices, however, resisted the fall
in the domestic unit.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the local unit opened
strong at 81.99 against the dol-
lar. During intra-day, it climbed
to 81.96 and hit the lowest level
of 82.09.

It finally ended the session
at 82.04 (provisional), 3 paise
lower from its previous close.

On Monday, the rupee set-
tled at 82.01 against the dollar.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, fell 0.37 per cent to
101.73. Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, declined
0.32 per cent to USD 84.49 per
barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex closed 183.74 points or
0.31 per cent lower at 59,727.01
points. The broader NSE Nifty
declined 46.70 points or 0.26 per
cent to 17,660.15 points.
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Apple’s chief executive Tim
Cook on Tuesday launched

the iconic consumer technology
company’s first retail store in
India, welcoming customers into
the facility inside a mall in sub-
urban BKC.

“The energy, creativity, and
passion in Mumbai is incredible!
We are so excited to open Apple
BKC — our first store in India,”
Cook, who opened the doors of
the store for customers, tweeted.

Hundreds of customers had
queued up since last night to be
among the first ones to shop or
get a feel of the store, which
comes 25 years after the compa-
ny first started selling its prod-
ucts and services in the country
through partners. Dressed in a
black-t and grey pants and
accompanied by the company’s
senior vice president for retail
Deirdre O’Brien, Cook opened
the doors of the store to walk into
a crowded foyer to pose for the
media, and then started welcom-
ing customers into the store.

Customers took selfies with
Cook, sought autographs and
exchanged pleasantries before
going in. One among them, a
designer from Mumbai, carried

his nearly four-decade-old Mac,
a product which revolutionised
personal computing and estab-
lished Apple as a strong brand
with a design focus, with him.

“I brought this just to show
Apple’s journey from 1984. This
is the first Mac SE which was
launched in 1984. I have been
using Apple products since 1984.
Long journey it has been,” said
the designer from suburban
Goregaon, who had joined the
queue at 6 am on Tuesday and
got more than just selfies and
simple pleasantries with the
Apple top executives.

“I have been here since last
night 8 pm, been camping out-
side the Apple store for about 15
hours now. I haven’t had break-
fast, haven’t had a shower and
you can see us all drenched in
sweat. But yeah, we are super
excited,” said the first customer
to go in, who wished to buy an
Apple watch.

The second customer to
enter the shop took a flight
from Rajasthan and joined the
queue at 8:30 pm, and credited
this to his love for the brand, and
also spelt out his aim of being
present in New Delhi for the
Apple’s Saket outlet opening on
Thursday.

$�����9�'0/

More than 95 per cent of prospective
homebuyers feel that a further increase

in interest rate on home loans will affect their
purchase decisions, according to a CII-
Anarock survey.

A total of 4,662 people participated in
the survey carried out jointly by industry
body CII and real estate consultant Anarock.
The report ‘The Housing Market Boom’ was
released on Tuesday at the 5th edition of the
CII Real Estate Confluence 2023 in Mumbai.

“96 per cent surveyed buyers confirm
that further home loan rate hike will affect
housing demand...Higher home loan rates
will affect their homebuying decisions in the
future,” Anarock said in a statement.

The RBI in its recent monetary policy
kept the repo rate unchanged, contrary to
the market expectations.

For over 80 per cent property seekers,

price remains an important factor as apart
from home loan rates, the basic cost of prop-
erty has been on the rise in the last one year.

Among other findings, the report said
consumer sentiment for bigger homes con-
tinues unabated with 42 per cent of partic-
ipants preferring 3BHK, 40 per cent 2BHK,
12 per cent 1BHK, and 6 per cent seeking
homes exceeding the 3BHK configuration.

Over 45 per cent property seekers in
NCR are looking to buy 3BHK homes in the
near future. In the expensive MMR

(Mumbai Metropolitan Region), 2BHK
appears to dominate the preference chart of
43 per cent of respondents in this region, but
over 32 per cent buyers there are looking to
buy 3BHK.

The survey also found that 58 per cent
home seekers are looking to buy property
priced between Rs 45 lakh and Rs 1.5 crore.
At least 36 per cent respondents prefer a
home that will be ready within a year.

Anarock Chairman Anuj Puri said,
“Rate hikes are just a part of the overall
demand scenario. Recent layoffs by both
large and small corporates are likely to have
at least some impact on the demand in the
upcoming two quarters, and dent growth in
the housing market.”

“Many homebuyers impacted by layoffs
may defer homebuying decisions until
their employment situation stabilizes.
Nevertheless, buying homes remains the top
priority for everyone,” he added.
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Payment gateway and neo-
banking platform Razorpay

has roped in former RBI deputy
governor NS Vishwanathan and
former State Bank of India man-
aging director Arijit Basu to lead
its newly-formed advisory
board.

The founding independent
members of the board also
include retired civil servants —
Aruna Sundararajan, former
Secretary, Ministries of Steel, IT,
and Telecom, GoI (Member)
and KP Krishnan, former Secre-
tary, Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
(Member). The board has been
set up to assist the fintech uni-
corn develop long-term strate-
gies, anticipating challenges and
suggesting mitigation measures,
especially in the context of reg-
ulatory and compliance process-
es, Razorpay said in a statement.

Razorpay is one of the lead-
ing fintech companies operating
in India, serving over 10 million
businesses across India.

“As part of Razorpay’s con-
stant endeavour to enhance cus-
tomer experience, the newly
formed advisory board is found-
ed with the singular vision of
establishing the highest stan-
dards in customer experience,
corporate governance and risk
and compliance in the Indian
fintech industry, for others to fol-
low,” it said.

The council will also help
contribute to the development of
Razorpay’s payment infrastruc-
ture and help engage with key
institutions and stakeholders.

All the members of the
Advisory Board will periodical-
ly convene to review, analyse and
provide recommendations and
directions on both strategic and
tactical levels. The key subject
areas for the Advisory Board will
be accelerating product innova-
tion around customer experi-
ence and customer safety; build-
ing the best-in-class practices for
regulatory and compliance man-
agement processes; working
with various stakeholders to
enhance risk monitoring and
cybercrime prevention; and
building new processes around
digital information security that
will help shape the future of fin-
tech ecosystem.
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Services provided by employ-
ees of a company’s branch

office to its head office and vice
versa located in different states
would be liable to 18 per cent
GST, the AAR has said.

Profisolutions Pvt Ltd,
which has its registered office in
Karnataka and a branch office in
Chennai in Tamil Nadu, had
approach the Authority for
Advance Ruling (AAR) seeking
a ruling on whether the services
provided to head office will
attract GST.

The branch office of the
applicant is providing support

services like engineering, design
and accounting to its head office
at Bangalore in Karnataka.

The applicant contends that
employees are appointed and
working for the company as a
whole and not employed for
head office or branch office
specifically. Under Goods and
Services Tax (GST), businesses
need to obtain registration in
every state in which they have a

physical presence.
The AAR observed that

under GST law supply of ser-
vices between two registrations
of the same person in same state
or in different states attract tax.

“Services, including services
of common employees of a per-
son, provided by branch office
to head office and vice versa,
each having separate GST reg-
istration, will attract GST liabil-
ity,” the AAR said. AMRG &
Associates Senior Partner Rajat
Mohan said this AAR ruling
upheld the levy of 18 per cent tax
for such flow of services between
two GST-registered entities
under the same PAN.
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Social media plat-
form Twitter will

allow freedom of
speech but not “free-
dom of reach” as it will
restrict visibility of tweets that
violate its rules, the company
said in its policy update.

Twitter will initially apply
the visibility filter on tweets that
are found violating hateful con-
duct rules and expand it to other
domains later.

The social media firm said
that Twitter users have the right
to express their opinions and
ideas without fear of censorship.

“We also believe it
is our responsibility to
keep users on our
platform safe from
content violating our
rules. These beliefs
are the foundation of

freedom of speech, not freedom
of reach — our enforcement phi-
losophy which means, where
appropriate, restricting the reach
of tweets that violate our policies
by making the content less dis-
coverable,” the firm said.

The sample screenshot
shared an example of visibility
restriction of tweets that may
violate Twitter’s rule against
hateful conduct.
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Gold prices fell by Rs 180 to
Rs 60,300 per 10 grams in

the national capital on Tuesday
amid weak global trends,
according to HDFC Securities.

The precious metal had
closed at Rs 60,480 per 10 grams
in the previous trade.

Silver also declined by Rs
240 to Rs 75,780 per kg.

“Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at Rs
60,300 per 10 grams, down Rs
180 per 10 grams.
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All-rounder James Neesham held his
nerve in the final over to give New

Zealand a dramatic four-run win over
Pakistan in the third T20I in Lahore on
Monday despite Iftikhar Ahmed's bril-
liant innings.

Ahmed brought Pakistan back
into the contest from 88-7 with a whirl-
wind 24-ball 60 as they attempted to
chase down New Zealand's 163-5.

Needing 15 to win from Neesham's
final over, he hit a six and a four to
reduce the target to five off the last three
deliveries.

But Neesham had Ahmed caught
at long-on by Daryl Mitchell and then
after a dot ball dismissed last man Haris
Rauf in the same manner.

"It was a great game and it's satis-
fying to get across the line and keep the
series alive," said visiting captain Tom
Latham.

"I think the whole squad will take

a lot of confidence from this match
moving forward.

"The three early Pakistan wickets
in the powerplay set us up and we pride
ourselves on our fielding and keep the
bar high every time we set foot into the
middle."

Ahmed led the fightback with
Faheem Ashraf as the pair added 61 for
the eighth wicket, with Ashraf holing
out after a 14-ball 27 studded with two
sixes and as many fours.

Ahmed smashed six sixes and
three fours.

The victory means New Zealand
trail the five-match series 2-1 after
Pakistan won the first two games, by 88
and 38 runs, also in Lahore.

The last two matches are in
Rawalpindi on April 20 and 24.

Pakistan lost wickets at regular
intervals with prolific opening pair
Babar Azam (one) and Mohammad
Rizwan (six) both gone by the fourth
over with the score on just 17.

Azam was caught at third man off
pacer Adam Milne while Rizwan was
found short of his crease after trying to
take a sharp single.

Pakistan were further jolted by left-
arm spinner Rachin Ravindra who dis-
missed Fakhar Zaman (17) and Imad
Wasim for three while Saim Ayub fell
to Neesham for 10.

Ish Sodhi dismissed Shaheen Shah
Afridi for six and Milne accounted for
Shadab Khan for 16, leaving Pakistan
reeling. The hosts battled back thanks
to Ahmed, but were bowled out from
the final ball on 159.

"We didn't bat well enough
tonight," said Pakistan skipper Azam.
"We kept losing wickets at crucial
stages, because of which the pressure
kept building throughout the run
chase, but our bowling has been superb
this series."

Earlier, New Zealand's innings
was anchored by Latham's 64 after win-
ning the toss. 

�$�� 433!-

Liverpool crushed Leeds 6-1 as Cody Gakpo's
controversial opener provided the spark for
the Reds' first win in five Premier League

games on Monday.
Jurgen Klopp's side took the lead at Elland Road

when Gakpo's goal was allowed to stand despite
the ball striking Trent Alexander-Arnold's arm in
the build-up.

It was reported the VAR official did not check
the incident because it happened too far back in
the move, but Leeds were furious at the perceived
injustice.

Mohamed Salah rubbed salt into Leeds'
wounds when he increased Liverpool's lead four
minutes later before Luis Sinisterra got one back
for the struggling hosts.

Diogo Jota's double, another Salah strike and
Darwin Nunez's late effort ensured Liverpool ended
their five-game winless run in all competitions.

After coming within a whisker of winning a
quadruple last season, Liverpool have been reduced
to scrambling to reach next season's Europa
League or Europa Conference League, with the
Champions League seemingly out of reach.

With that target in mind, the eighth-placed
Reds are now within two points of seventh-placed
Brighton.

"It's the best game we've played this season from
all different perspectives," Klopp said.

"My favourite part was in the 92nd minute
when we chased the poor boy on the ball from
Leeds. The counter-pressing was the best for, I want
to say, decades!"

Klopp has compared fan criticism of Liverpool
potentially not making big-money transfers in the
coming close-season as like a five-year-old asking
for a Ferrari for Christmas.

But on the evidence of this composed display
and the recent fightback from two goals down to
draw 2-2 with leaders Arsenal, Liverpool still have
the foundations in place for a return to prominence
next term.

"The second half against Arsenal was super
important to us. We have to do what we did tonight
again and again," Klopp said.

"I hope these one-and-a-half games gives us the
right sign for the end of the season.

"I would like to see us with the same desire and
passion. That's the job, to bring it consistently."

Leeds crumbled again eight days after their 5-
1 home defeat against Crystal Palace and sit just
two points above the relegation zone with seven
games left.

Javi Gracia's team were booed off after becom-
ing only the second club to concede five or more
home goals in successive Premier League games.
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After marking the 34th anniversary of the

Hillsborough disaster before kick-off, Liverpool
quickly seized the momentum before their dubi-
ous opener in the 35th minute.

Alexander-Arnold blocked Junior Firpo's pass
with his elbow before picking out Salah.

When Salah passed back to Alexander-Arnold,
the right-back squared for Gakpo to slot home from
close range.

Leeds were fuming, only for VAR to opt against
checking the incident despite their protests.

Gakpo's fifth goal since signing from PSV
Eindhoven in January was followed by the latest
example of Salah tormenting Leeds.

Salah's eighth goal in six appearances against
Leeds came in ruthless fashion.

Jota was allowed to advance unchecked before
slipping a pass to Salah, who finished with unerr-
ing precision.

Ibrahima Konate handed Leeds a goal in the
47th minute when the Liverpool centre-back
allowed himself to be dispossessed by Sinisterra on
the edge of the area.

Sinisterra gratefully accepted the gift as he
clipped his shot over the exposed Alisson Becker.

But Leeds' comeback hopes were extinguished
within five minutes as Curtis Jones' raking pass
picked out Jota, who drilled past Illan Meslier from
just inside the area for his first league goal in 12
months.

VAR did disallow a Liverpool goal when Salah's
effort was ruled out for offside against Virgil van
Dijk, but the rampant Reds still bagged their fourth
of the night in the 64th minute.

Gakpo took Andrew Robertson's pass and 
teed up Salah for an emphatic finish from six 
yards.

Jota swept in Jordan Henderson's cross after
73 minutes before Nunez put the final flourish on
Liverpool's powerful performance when he con-
trolled Alexander-Arnold's pass on his chest and
fired home in the 90th minute.
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Manchester City have sub-
mitted a planning appli-

cation to expand the capacity
of their Etihad Stadium to
more than 60,000, while
adding a hotel, museum and
other facilities in a £300 mil-
lion investment.

The plans will add around
7,000 new seats to the stadium
as well as a new covered fan
zone, club shop, museum and
400-bed hotel.

Last week, the Etihad was
included on the list of 10 sta-
dia which would host match-
es if the UK and Ireland's joint
bid for organising Euro 2028 is
successful, with the bid quot-
ing a planned new capacity of
61,000.

"Over several months we
have been developing con-
cepts and designs for a best-in-
class fan experience and year-
round entertainment and

leisure destination at the Etihad
Stadium and are delighted to
have now submitted a planning
application to Manchester City
Council," said City's managing
director of operations Danny
Wilson

"As with all club develop-
ments, ensuring our local com-
munity benefit is a key prior-
ity and we believe these pro-
posals will deliver long-term
economic and social opportu-
nities, building on the regen-
eration work delivered in East
Manchester by City Football
Group since 2008."

Since an Abu-Dhabi
backed takeover 15 years ago,
the area around the Etihad has
been transformed.

The Etihad Campus,
which comprises the club's
training ground and office
headquarters, opened in 2012
and a previous expansion of
the Etihad's south stand was
completed in 2015.
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Simone Inzaghi on Tuesday
said that Inter Milan need to

put their dreadful Serie A form
behind them as they stand on
the verge of getting past Benfica
and reaching the Champions
League semi-finals.

Inter have a two-goal lead
following a superb first-leg dis-
play in Lisbon and are heavy
favourites on Wednesday to
make the last four for the first
time since they were last
crowned European champions
in 2010.

Last week's win at Benfica
was Inter's only victory in their
last eight matches and Inzaghi's
team, who sit outside the
Champions League places in
Serie A, have lost their last
three home games without scor-
ing a single goal.

However they are having
another positive season in cup
competitions and will have an
all-Italian semi-final against
either Napoli or AC Milan to

look forward to if they don't col-
lapse at the San Siro.

"We're aware of our cup
runs and that our league situa-
tion isn't what we wanted,"
Inzaghi told reporters.

"We are getting bad results
but things aren't bad in terms of
performances, we are still creat-
ing chances. "The defeats are
already in the past, we need to
focus on tomorrow night. We
know what kind of team we are
facing. Tomorrow is a very
important and difficult match."

Inter's bad form has led to
talk that Inzaghi could be sacked
at the end of the season, as not
qualifying for next season's
Champions League would dam-
age the club's finances.

"If you read things before
the match with Barcelona (in the
group) it was the same, as it was
before Porto (in the last 16),"
added Inzaghi.

"I'm used to it. As long as
they criticise me and not my
players I'm fine with it... it's part
of the job."
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Novak Djokovic on Monday
said that he has not fully

recovered from an elbow issue
which hindered him in his
Monte Carlo Masters last-16 exit
last week.

The world number one
struggled with his serve before
falling to Italian Lorenzo Musetti
in Monaco.

"The elbow is not in ideal
condition, but let's say it's good
enough. Hopefully it will be fully
ready for the first match," said
Djokovic, who had elbow
surgery in 2018, ahead of this
week's event in Banja Luka.

The Serb won the Austra-
lian Open earlier this year to
draw level with Rafael Nadal's

men's record tally of 22 Grand
Slam titles. He will be among the
favourites for next month's
French Open.

The 35-year-old will face
87th-ranked French teenager

Luca Van Assche, who ousted
Swiss veteran Stan Wawrinka 1-
6, 7-6 (7/4), 6-4 on Monday, in
the Banja Luka second round.

"I've never met this boy
before, I don't know much about

him. I know he's young, he's just
joined the top 100," said
Djokovic before the tourna-
ment which has been relocated
from his hometown of Belgrade
because of work on the venue.

"I sincerely thought that
Wawrinka was going to win
today, he was leading most of the
match. So it's indeed a surprise,
the victory of this little guy, this
Frenchman." Van Assche battled
back against former world num-
ber three Wawrinka, 20 years his
senior, who has dropped to
84th in the world.

"It will be incredible for me
and I'm only 18," he said of play-
ing Djokovic.

"I know that the crowd will
not be with me, I think, but I will
enjoy it and I will try to win."
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Atalanta slipped up in their
bid to reach next season's

Champions League after being
held 1-1 at Fiorentina in Serie A
on Monday.

Gian Piero Gasperini's side

had the chance to move level on
points with fifth-placed Inter
Milan with a win in Florence
and looked good after Joakim
Maehle poked the away side
ahead eight minutes before the
break.

But Arthur Cabral earned
Fiorentina a point and extend-
ed his team's unbeaten record to
14 matches by rolling home a
56th-minute penalty following
Rafael Toloi's handball.

A win would have greatly
improved sixth-placed Atalanta's
top-four hopes after Inter and
AC Milan both dropped points
at the weekend.

They are four points behind
Milan, who sit fourth and could
only draw 1-1 at Bologna on
Saturday.
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Sri Lanka defeated Ireland by
an innings and 280 runs

inside three days of the first Test
and recorded its biggest victory
margin on Tuesday.

Ireland lost 13 wickets on
the day to be all out for 143 and
168 in reply to Sri Lanka's 591-
6 declared.

Slow left-armer Prabath
Jayasuriya led the Sri Lankans
with a 10-wicket haul, taking the
last wicket of the match when he
trapped Ben White for 1 soon
after tea. Jayasuriya took 3-56 in
the second innings after a career-
best 7-52 in the first.

Spin bowling partner
Ramesh Mendis had the best fig-
ures in the second innings of 4-
76 and a match haul of five wick-
ets. Mendis equalled Dilruwan
Perera in becoming the fastest
Sri Lankan to 50 Test wickets in
11 matches.

Seamer Vishwa Fernando

took the other four Irish wick-
ets, including opener Murray
Commins for a pair.

The win surpassed Sri
Lanka's previous highest victo-
ry margin of an innings and 254
runs against Zimbabwe in 2004.

Sri Lanka captain Dimuth
Karunaratne said the Irish had
the bowling quality but their
inexperience showed in their
bowling lengths, and the field
placings were more alike to
limited-overs cricket, which
made it easier for his batters to
score.

The home innings was built
on centuries by Karunaratne
(179), Kusal Mendis (140),
Dinesh Chandimal (102) and
Sadeera Samarawickrama (104).

Ireland began day three on
117-7 and lost its last three wick-
ets all on 143. Lorcan Tucker
made a team-high 45 when he
tried to sweep Jayasuriya and
missed. Mark Adair was
stumped off Jayasuriya and

Ramesh Mendis finished the
innings.

Forced to follow on 448
runs in arrears, Ireland was 41-

5 by lunch.
While the bowlers were

pinning down Ireland, Nishan
Madushka was also outstanding

in the field. His sharp low grab
at short leg removed Peter Moor
minutes before lunch, and his
anticipation of a paddle sweep

ended the 60-run resistance
between Curtis Campher and
Harry Tector.

Tector was dismissed short-
ly after, run out for 42 after slip-
ping while trying to return to his
crease and losing his bat. Ireland
was 108-7 and lasted 15 more
overs.

Ireland played only its fifth
Test, and was involved in its first
Test series. The second and last
Test starts at the same venue on
Monday.

“Sri Lanka at home are a
daunting prospect for any team,
never mind a team that haven't
played a lot of test cricket," Ire-
land captain Andrew Balbirnie
said. "There are learnings. 
We've got to find a way to com-
pete better and more consisten-
tly.

“We had one test (in Bangla-
desh two weeks ago) which
prepared us for this one, but it's
still probably not enough prepa-
ration.
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Indian men's hockey team
captain Harmanpreet Singh

on Tuesday said the upcoming
Asian Champions Trophy in
Chennai will be a "litmus test"
for the side ahead of the Asian
Games to be held in
September-October later this
year.

The seventh edition of
the Asian Champions Trophy
is scheduled to be held from
August 3 to 12, serving as a
precursor to the Hangzhou
Asian Games in September
where teams will vie for gold
and qualify for the Paris

Olympic Games.
"For many of us, it will be

the first time that we will be
playing in Chennai. I remem-
ber our seniors talking about
the Asia Cup in 2007 held in
Chennai which was a great
tournament for India, defend-
ing the title in a successful
campaign," Singh said in a
release.

"This will be an ideal tour-
nament for us to see where we
stand against the same teams
with whom we will be com-
peting in the Asian Games. It
will be a litmus test for the
team ahead of the Asian
Games.
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on Wednesday night will be their
first at the home ground in Sawai
Mansingh Stadium here.

"It is a bigger ground here so as
a spinner I am happy," Chahal said.

The ace Indian spinner said he
is enjoying the challenge of bowl-
ing in tandem with senior Ravi-
chandran Ashwin and Australia's
Zampa.

"The management decides as
per situation (on playing them
together). We have a good bonding
between us, having played the last
two games together," he said.

"My main motive this year is to
win the trophy, not just the Purple
Cap," said Chahal, who has claimed
11 wickets in five matches so far,
having finished as the highest wick-
et-taker last IPL with 27 scalps.
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India and Rajasthan Royals spin-
ner Yuzvendra Chahal claimed on

Tuesday that the new rule of impact
substitute has worked well for last
year's Indian Premier League final-
ists Rajasthan Royals, who are at the
top of the points table with four
wins in first five matches.

While none of the three
Rajasthan Royals' bowlers — Adam
Zampa (1/43 against Chennai Super
Kings), Murugan Ashwin (0/11
against Delhi Capitals) and Navdeep
Saini (0/34 against Sunrisers
Hyderabad) — have been able to
make an impact as substitutes, it is
their batters who have played cru-
cial knocks.

Dhruv Jurel's 32 not out off 15

balls against Punjab Kings almost
won the game for RR — who lost
by five runs — in Guwahati, where-
as Devdutt Padikkal scored a vital
26 against Gujarat Titans to help RR
record their first win over the IPL
2022 champions in four meetings.

"It has worked in our favour
given the way Dhruv (Jurel) and
Dev (Devdutt Padikkal) have bat-
ted. It is a plus point because I am
of no use with the bat. It helps when
you are chasing a big total and an
extra batter gets added, which is a
plus point," Chahal, who has been
substituted out twice in five match-
es, told the media ahead of RR's
contest against Lucknow Super
Giants.

RR played their first two 'home'
games at Guwahati and the contest
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Former India opener Virender
Sehwag feels Chennai Super

Kings' bowlers are repeatedly let-
ting MS Dhoni down and has
urged them to "buck up" to avoid
the risk of getting their talisman-
ic skipper "banned".

CSK posted an imposing
226/6 in their IPL match against
Royal Challengers Bangalore
on Monday, but Dhoni struggled
to defend the total with his bow-
lers conceding six wides before
prevailing over by eight runs.

"Dhoni was not looking
happy because he has men-
tioned it before that he wants the
bowlers to reduce the number of
no balls and wides," Sehwag said
on Cricbuzz. "It shouldn't go to
a stage where Dhoni gets banned
and CSK has to take the field
without their captain."

In all, CSK bowled as many
as 11 extras against RCB. The
four-time IPL champions had
leaked 18 runs in extras against
Lucknow Super Giants earlier
and Dhoni had warned them to
cut down on extras or be ready
to "play under a new captain".

"Dhoni has said earlier too
to restrict wides and no balls.
And to bowl six wides, is really
disappointing," Sehwag said.

Seamer Tushar Deshpande
conceded three wides to contin-
ue his poor run in the IPL, but
Sehwag was livid with their
spinner Maheesh Theekshana
for bowling wide. "It's really dis-
appointing when you bowl so
many wides, especially by a
spinner. At least they should
control their wides." "With the
kind of knee injury he has, it

appears he might play only a
handful of matches more any-
way. He is constantly pushing
himself, but if his bowlers are
bowling so many wides and no
balls, then Dhoni will have to
take rest," Sehwag added. 

A knee injury to Ben Stokes
means that the English stalwart
is unable to bowl. CSK's attack
is also plagued by injuries to
Deepak Chahar, Mukesh Chou-
dhary and Sisanda Mangala.

"I've been saying from day
one Chennai is thin on bowling.
It's their weak link. They have to
focus on their bowling. They
have to manage with this, they

will have to bowl better, execute
better," Sehwag said.

Sehwag further pointed out
that CSK bowlers had 37 dot
balls, but despite that, RCB
went on to score 218/8. "So it
meant the runs are scored in 14
overs! They (RCB) almost
reached the target because they
were hitting in fours and sixes.

"CSK bowling will have to
buck up and bring out the best
in them, execute their plans
properly. Be it yorkers, slower
ones. They will also have to
improve a bit in fielding," he
said, referring to their four
dropped catches.
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Former Australia captain Mark Taylor
has backed David Warner to play in

the ICC World Test Championship
(WTC) final against India at The Oval in
June and to also feature in the initial stage
of the Ashes 2023 in England.

Warner has gone through a lean
patch in Test cricket since the start of
2021, averaging below 39.

Despite scoring a double century (200) in the
Melbourne Test in December 2022 against South
Africa — his only Test hundred since January 2020
— Warner averaged 30.05 in 11 games last year.
In the three Test matches that he played this year,
Warner has managed a mere 36 runs at 9.00.

Warner, 36, has in the past spoken
about retiring from Test cricket in order
to push on in the shorter formats, and his
participation was considered doubtful for
the next red-ball assignments for
Australia, especially after his horrendous
run in India with the bat.

However, former Australia captain
and commentator Taylor has backed
Warner to make the cut in the squad for
the WTC final and the Ashes.

Taylor told AAP on Tuesday, "If I am read-
ing the tea leaves right, it sounds like they will stick
with David for the World Test Championship
(final) at The Oval. And if that's the way Australia
are thinking about the World Test Championship,
then yes, they have to start with him for the Ashes."
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Cameron Green flaunted his brute power on
the way to a maiden IPL fifty before Arjun
Tendulkar bowled a brilliant 20th over in

extreme pressure as Mumbai Indians defeated
Sunrisers Hyderabad by 14 runs for their third
straight win here on Tuesday.

Green (64 not out off 40) and Tilak Varma
(37 off 17) fired Mumbai Indians to a challeng-
ing 192 for five after being put in to bat.

With the odd ball not coming on to the bat,
it was tough to get the boundaries from the get
go but Sunrisers recovered from an ordinary pow-
erplay to take the game deep with the help of
opener Mayank Agarwal (48 off 41) and Heinrich
Klaasen (36 off 16). In the end, they fell short and
were all out for 178 in 19.5 overs for their third
defeat in five games.

While Agarwal got some much-needed
runs, it was Klaasen's knock that put Mumbai
under pressure. The South African took the attack
to veteran leggie Piyush Chawla, reverse sweep-
ing him for a four and six in a 21-run over.

Sunrisers needed 60 off the last 30 balls and
Marco Jansen (13 off 6) and Washington Sundar
(10 off 6) made the game interesting with a string
of boundaries before the latter paid the price for
casual running between the wickets.

Playing his second IPL game, Tendulkar again
bowled two overs with the new ball before return-
ing to bowl the high pressure final over with
Sunrisers needing 20 runs.

Tendulkar chose to bowl full and wide and
was able to do the job for his team. He got his
maiden IPL wicket in the process.

Earlier, fast-rising Varma and Green took
Mumbai to a competitive total. The other con-
tributions came from skipper Rohit Sharma (28
off 18) and Ishan Kishan (38 off 31).

The 20-year-old Varma has been the stand
out batter in the star studded Mumbai line-up and
his rare talent and skill was on display again in
his crucial cameo.

Mumbai were finding it tough to get going
in the middle overs but Varma's high quality
knock gave the innings the much-needed
momentum.

The lanky Marco Jansen was punished for 21
runs in the 15th over when Varma dispatched him
for successive sixes, one in the cow corner and
the other over the bowler's head.

In the following over, the southpaw used his
wrists beautifully for a four over extra cover off
leggie Mayank Markande before sweeping him
for a maximum for a 14-run over.
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Blowing hot and cold,
Lucknow Super Giants will

look to tick all the boxes and
return to winning ways when

they clash with table-toppers
Rajasthan Royals in an IPL
match here on Wednesday.

With three wins and two
losses so far, LSG is a team over-
flowing with talent but they have

missed a trick or two at times to
find themselves on the losing
side twice.

In the last match against the
Punjab Kings, Lucknow could-
n't get enough runs in the mid-
dle overs, leaving them 10-15
runs short in the end.

While KL Rahul returning
to form with a sizzling 56-ball 74
is a big positive, LSG will rue the
scoring opportunities they
squandered in the middle overs.

Lucknow have no dearth of
power in their batting, with
Kyle Mayers at the top and
Nicholas Pooran and Marcus
Stoinis in the middle capable of
pulverising any opposition.

While Mayers did his job in
the powerplay, he, perhaps,
needs to think about building
partnerships after the first six
overs, especially with Deepak
Hooda struggling to get runs at
the top.

Against PBKS, LSG also
committed the mistake of bring-
ing in the talented Ravi Bishnoi
too late, allowing the batters to
take the chase deep into the final

over. Bishnoi is a wily customer
with a mean googly, and skipper
Rahul may think of using him
in the middle as well, instead of
holding him back for the death
overs.

Krishnappa Gowtham and
Krunal Pandya too have done
well in their respective roles.

Among the fast bowlers,
LSG possess the fiery pace of
Mark Wood and Avesh Khan.
Yudhvir Singh Charak too will
look to carry on his good run
after a sensational two-wicket
haul on debut against Punjab.

However, for Lucknow, it
will be an uphill task to disturb
the applecart of the Royals, who
have performed like a well-
oiled machine with a hat-trick of
wins to grab the top spot in the
IPL standings.

RR possess a formidable
batting line-up with the likes of
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Jos Buttler and
Sanju Samson ensuring that the
side has a good start and has
enough runs in the powerplay.

While Buttler, with 204 runs
has been their highest run-

scorer, Jaiswal has struck at
149.45 during his 136 runs so far
in the IPL.

And, when the duo failed
the other day against GT, skip-
per Samson rose to the occasion,
bailing out the team with a 32-
ball 60 as West Indian Shimron
Hetmyer completed the job with
a 26-ball 56.

Devdutt Padikkal too has
come up with cameos but Riyan
Parag hasn't been able to grab
the opportunities.

RR also has some quality
spinners, with the trio of
Yuzvendra Chahal, Adam
Zampa and Ravichandran
Ashwin making life difficult for
the opposition.

It was the spinners who had
won them the match against
Chennai Super Kings, while
pace spearhead Trent Boult did
the job against Delhi Capital by
taking those two wickets in the
first over to derail their chase.

Medium pacer Sandeep
Sharma too has used all his
experience, taking wickets reg-
ularly during his spells.
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Royal Challengers Bangalore
(RCB) batter Virat Kohli

has been fined 10 per cent of his
match fee for breaching the
Indian Premier League (IPL)
Code of Conduct during the
team's eight-run loss to Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium.

A statement said that Kohli
had breached the rules under
Article 2.2 of the IPL Code of
Conduct.

While the IPL statement did
not go into details about the inci-
dent, which attracted the code of
conduct violation, it could have
been due to the former RCB
skipper's over-the-top celebra-
tion following CSK middle-
order batter Shivam Dube's dis-
missal off the bowling of Wayne
Parnell on Monday.

Dube struck a 27-ball 52 in
CSK's mammoth 226 for 6 in the
'Southern Derby' as Mahendra
Singh Dhoni's team won by
eight runs.

"Royal Challengers Banga-
lore (RCB) batter Virat Kohli has
been fined 10 percent of his
match fee for breaching the IPL
Code of Conduct during the
TATA Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2023 match against
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) at
the M Chinnaswamy Stadium,
Bengaluru," said the IPL state-
ment.

It said Kohli, who scored six
runs on Monday, had "admitted
to the Level 1 offence under
Article 2.2 of the IPL Code of
Conduct".

"For Level 1 breaches of 
the Code of Conduct, the Match
Referee's decision is final 
and binding," the statement
added.
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Royal Challengers Bangalore
all-rounder Glenn Maxwell

feels Chennai Super Kings' left-
handers did the trick for the
four-time champions by
exploiting the shorter bound-
aries to the hilt to earn a crucial
eight-run win in their IPL clash
here.

CSK won the high-scoring
'Southern Derby' on Monday,
with three of their left-handers

— opener Devon Conway (83
off 45 balls), middle-order bat
Shivam Dube (52 off 27) and
Moeen Ali (19 not out off 9) —
helping them amass 226 for 6,
which proved to be a winning
total. "I think with short bound-
aries (at the Chinnaswamy
Stadium), they played heavy
left-handers. Devon Conway
batted for a long period in that
innings," said Maxwell, who
could have taken the match
away from MS Dhoni's side had

he remained at the crease for a
little bit longer.

The Australian all-rounder,
who struck his second half-cen-
tury in this IPL, added that
bringing in left-arm spinner
Shahbaz Ahmed to bowl to left-
handers would have been a
risky proposition. "I think, it
would have been a risk to bowl
Shahbaz Ahmed to those guys,"
said Maxwell, though he added
that the 28-year-old all-rounder
was a "clever bowler".
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Green, who struggled to get his tim-
ing right initially, got down to business after
Varma's dismissal. The tall right-hander
hammered three straight fours off T
Natarajan to bring up his half-century
before collecting a straight six in a 20-run
over. Natarajan leaked runs in the 20th over
and ended up conceding 50 runs in his four
overs. Mumbai managed to smash 62 runs
in the last five overs.
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The IPL has always had quality, but

what took it to another level was the suc-
cessful hosting of the league in South Africa
in 2009, and the interest it generated in a
foreign country, feels former India coach
Ravi Shastri.

The second edition of the Indian
Premier League had been moved to South
Africa as its dates clashed with the gener-
al elections in the country. The IPL was
started on this day 15 years ago.

Shastri, who was part of the league's
governing council then, reminisced about
the tournament's early days.

"If you look at the all the players who
played a part in this, the quality of crick-
et was so good that it took off. But the final
stamp on the IPL came when we went to
South Africa. To go there and to see that
South Africa saw the IPL with the same
interest as India, that shocked the world,"
Shastri said during an interaction with Star
Sports.

He added, "Because by that time, peo-
ple around the world had started picking

teams. What you see in football now, that
had happened in the IPL from the second
season itself.

"The EPL has been going on for years,
teams like Arsenal and Manchester United,
but here in two years fans in IPL had their
teams – Mumbai Indians, Chennai Super
Kings or Royal Challengers Bangalore."

Former New Zealand swashbuckler
Brendon McCullum got the IPL off to a
blazing start with his 73-ball 158 for
Kolkata Knight Riders against Royal
Challengers Bangalore in 2008.

Shastri reminisced the first day of the
IPL.

"I remember that day very well, I was
backstage, I was with the governing coun-
cil, I knew what is happening behind the
scenes. How are players being signed, how
much interest was there.

"India won the World Cup in 2007, so
because of that, the amount of interest that
was created was unbelievable. And the one
thing that I saw that never happened in
other formats of the game, the kind of peo-
ple that came to support it, it looked like
the entire nation was united to come there
and watch the match.

"Advertising industry, cricket fans,
Bollywood, Kollywood, Tollywood, you
name it, everyone was there. And the qual-
ity of cricket that was seen from the first
game itself, there was no substitute for that."

India all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja
spoke on how his experiences in the IPL
have differed over the years, from winning
the inaugural edition in 2008 with
Rajasthan Royals to becoming a multiple
time winner with Chennai Super Kings.

"IPL 2008 was the first year, so there
was a lot of excitement with the new and
big tournament and we U-19 players used
to think about Indian team players who
will be a part of this IPL like MSD, Yuvraj
Singh, Harbhajan Singh etc. So I was excit-
ed thinking in which team I'll go and play.

"But in IPL 2018, it was an emotion-
al moment for us in CSK, because we came
back after a break of 2 years. Fans were also
waiting for CSK to come back and play in
Chepauk stadium. "So winning the tour-
nament after the comeback was something
very special. CSK fans who waited for us
and even supported the team in those 2
years even when we didn't play, that gave
us a lot of motivation," Jadeja said.
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