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OBTUSE AANGLE

It’s high time opposition parties
(BJP & Congress) came together,
had a joint action plan to fight
against the BRS government that
is playing with the lives
of unemployed,
educated youth. Let us
together march
towards Pragathi
Bhavan and bring
KCR to task. If we
fail at this moment
to come together,
then KCR will
finish the
opposition
parties in spirit.

Kalakshetra
instructor booked
Police has booked a dance
instructor of the city-based
Kalakshetra Foundation for
alleged sexual harassment,
following which the agitating
students have called off their
protest. The action against the
dance teacher came on a
complaint from a former
student, even as Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin had
assured of action over the
matter after it came up in the
Assembly. The students said
they were calling off the
protest "for now", even as...
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Remarriage no
ground to deny...
Remarriage of a widow cannot
be a reason to deny
compensation to her under the
Motor Vehicles Act for the
death of her husband in a road
accident, the Bombay High
Court has said while dismissing
an insurance company's
petition. Iffco Tokio General
Insurance Company had filed
the petition in the high court,
challenging the order of a
Motor Accidents Claim Tribunal
(MACT), which had directed the
company to pay compensation
to the woman, whose husband
was killed in a road accident...

‘Financial frauds
hamper country’s...
Financial frauds cause
"tremendous impairment" to the
economy and hamper the overall
growth of the country, a special
court here observed while
convicting three bankers in a 19-
year-old case of fraud. Special
CBI judge D P Singade found
three officials of Dena Bank,
Srikant Padale (51), Vijaya Nair
(46) and V Radhakrishnan (61)
guilty of charges under the
Prevention of Corruption Act
and Indian Penal Code. The
order passed on March 30 was
made available on Saturday.

Why tornadoes
are still hard...
Texas,  As a deadly tornado
headed toward Rolling Fork,
Mississippi, on March 24, 2023,
forecasters saw the storm
developing on radar and issued a
rare "tornado emergency"
warning. NOAA's Weather
Prediction and Storm Prediction
centres had been warning for
several days about the risk of
severe weather in the region. But
while forecasters can see the
signs of potential tornadoes in
advance, forecasting when and
where tornadoes will form is still
extremely difficult. We asked
Chris Nowotarski, an
atmospheric scientist who works
on severe thunderstorm
computer modeling, to explain
why and how forecast technology
is improving. Why are tornadoes
still so difficult to forecast?
Meteorologists have gotten...
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-SPORTS

DON’T MISS...

- Y S Sharmila, YSRTP chief

5 7 DilSe

Heralding change through 

FOLK MUSIC

Shah appeals to Northeast

militants to join

mainstream

Some people have
given ‘supari’ to dent
my image: Modi
PNS n BHOPAL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday said some people are hell-
bent to sully his image and they have
given a "supari" (contract) for this
purpose colluding with certain
people sitting in India and also out-
side the country.

Modi's veiled attack on Congress
comes amid a slugfest between the
Grand Old Party and BJP over Rahul
Gandhi's "democracy under brutal
attack in India" remarks in the UK and
Germany taking note of Rahul's disqual-
ification from Lok Sabha. The BJP has
accused the Congress of "inviting for-
eign powers" for interfering in India's
internal matters. The prime minister
was addressing a gathering at Rani
Kamalapati railway station after flag-
ging off the semi-high-speed Bhopal-
Delhi Vande Bharat Express train.

Abnormal heatwave
ahead from Apr to Jun
PNS n NEW DELHI

Most of India, barring parts of north-
west and peninsular region, is expect-
ed to experience above-normal max-
imum temperatures from April to
June, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on Saturday.

It said above-normal heatwave
days are predicted in most parts of
central, east and northwest India dur-
ing this period.

"During the 2023 hot weather
season (April to June), most parts of

the country are expected to experi-
ence above-normal maximum tem-
peratures, except for south peninsu-
lar India and some parts of northwest
India where normal to below-normal
maximum temperatures are likely,"
the IMD said.

"A significantly higher number of
heatwave days are predicted over
parts of Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Gujarat,

BRS leaders see boost to KCR’s image 
SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

BRS leaders strongly think that
the image of the party President,
Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao, will get a boost after the
inauguration of the new secretari-
at and the unveiling of the
Ambedkar statue and the
Telangana Martyrs’ Memorial.

Ahead of the Assembly elections,
this will help the BRS to retain power
through KCR’s hat-trick victory.

When the old secretariat was
demolished some people criticised
KCR. They did not believe that
KCR will be able to construct a
new Secretariat. But proving that
their fears were groundless a new
secretariat was constructed with
a unique architectural design and
it will be inaugurated on April 30.

When KCR took up construc-
tion of the Kaleshwaram Project
than also people did not believe
that he could complete it. But the
Kaleshwaram Project was execut-

ed in record time and it has
drawn attraction at the interna-
tional level.

Now KCR has completed the
new secretariat building and that
will be another attraction on par
with the historic Charminar and
Golkonda Fort.

BRS leaders said that people
now have confidence that once
KCR launches a project he will
complete it. 

India's unemployment rate
at 3-month high of 7.8%
PNS n MUMBAI

India's unemployment rose to a
three-month high in March to 7.8
per cent as the country's labour mar-
kets deteriorated, according to data
from the Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE).

Unemployment rate in the
country surged in December 2022
to 8.30 per cent but declined in
January to 7.14 per cent. It edged
up again in February to 7.45 per
cent, the CMIE data released on
Saturday showed.

During March, the unemploy-
ment rate in urban areas was at 8.4
per cent while in the rural areas it
was at 7.5 per cent.

"India's labour markets deterio-
rated in March 2023. The unem-
ployment rate increased from 7.5
per cent in February to 7.8 per cent
in March. The effect of this is com-
pounded by the simultaneous fall in
the labour force participation rate,
which fell from 39.9 per cent to 39.8
per cent," CMIE managing director
Mahesh Vyas told PTI.

This led to a fall in the employ-
ment rate from 36.9 per cent in
February to 36.7 per cent in
March, Vyas said, adding that
employment fell from 409.9 mil-
lion to 407.6 million.

Among the states, unemploy-
ment was the highest in Haryana at
26.8 per cent closely followed by
Rajasthan at 26.4 per cent, Jammu

and Kashmir at 23.1 per cent,
Sikkim 20.7 per cent, Bihar 17.6 per
cent and Jharkhand 17.5 per cent.

Unemployment rate in the
country surged in
December 2022 to 8.30 %
but declined in January to
7.14%. It edged up again
in February to 7.45%, the
CMIE data released on
Saturday showed.

TRUMP
Indictment & 

Investigation

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana plans to borrow Rs
12,500 crore from the open market
during the first quarter of 2023-24.
As per the RBI’s indicative calendar,
Telangana can raise Rs 4,000 crore
in April, Rs 500 crore in May and
Rs 5,000 crore in June.

In total, States intend to raise Rs
1,99,950 crore through OMC.
Andhra Pradesh plans to raise Rs
2,000 crore through open market
borrowings during the first quarter
of 2023-24.

As per the RBI’s indicative calen-
dar, Andhra Pradesh will raise Rs
7000 crore in April, Rs 8,000 crore
in May and Rs 5,000 crore in June.

The actual amount of borrowings
and the details of the States/UTs par-
ticipating would be intimated two
or three days before the actual auc-
tion day and would depend on the
requirement of State
Governments/UTs obtaining
approval from the Centre under
Article 293 (3) of the Constitution
and market conditions.

The RBI will conduct the auctions
in a non-disruptive manner, taking
into account market conditions

and other relevant factors and dis-
tribute the loans evenly throughout
the quarter. The RBI reserves the
right to modify the dates and the
amount of the auction in consulta-
tion with State Governments/UTs. 

TS to raise Rs 12,500 cr
from open market

Navy Chief tests
positive for Covid
PNS n NEW DELHI

Navy Chief Admiral R Hari Kumar
on Saturday tested positive for
COVID-19 that forced him to skip
the valedictory session of the three-
day Combined Commanders'
Conference in Bhopal, people
familiar with the matter said.

The valedictory session of the
conference was attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

"The Chief of Naval Staff tested
positive for COVID-19 ahead of
the concluding session. He did not
attend the session," said one of the
people cited above. Admiral Kumar
attended the conference on
Thursday and Friday.

"He is asymptomatic and doing
fine," the person said. The Navy
Chief has returned to Delhi.

The Combined Commanders
Conference is a biennial event
that sees participation of top com-
manders of the Army, Navy and the
Air Force.

We will win 200 seats
in Maharashtra: KCR

NAVEENA GHANATE 
n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao has suggested that farmers,
with the support of BRS, are aiming
to win 200 seats in Maharashtra.

A meeting was held with
Maharashtra leaders under the chair-
manship of the BRS president at the
Telangana Bhavan here on Saturday.

KCR invited leaders of the
Maharashtra ShetkariSangathan
(Farmers Association) into the BRS
by offering them pink scarfs.

"There is no irrigation water, no
electricity, and no investment sup-
port for farmers in the country. It is
the reason we are moving ahead with
the slogan...Ab ki bar kisan sarkar.
"Apna Dang Chahiye...Apna Rang
Chahiye...Apna Jung Chahiye."

Declaring that farmers would
continue to struggle he called upon
people to use the powerful weapon
of vote.

As per the press statement, KCR
said: "If we cast our vote, the farm-
ers will emerge as rulers. This
requires a strong will and clear
mind. Earlier 'ShetkariKaam Gari
Party' contested and won 76 seats in
Maharashtra. We will win 200 seats
now. It needs strong determination.''

"If any of the 14 Prime Ministers
or any of Agriculture Ministers had
knowledge and intelligence, the sit-
uation of agriculture wouldn't be like
this (dire). Out of the 83 crore acres
in this country, only 41 crore acres
are being cultivated,"KCR said.

The media wasnot invited and the
TS Chief Minister wanted an inter-

active session to be off-camera; so,
the live video was stopped intermit-
tently.

"In my 50 years of political life, I
have seen movements, many prob-
lems and stumbling blocks. We won.
Now I shouldered another big move-
ment. Seeing the plight of farmers in
the country, I raised the problems
being faced by farmers in the coun-

try. I considered it as a farmers' fight.
There is no such thing as impossible
if you keep trying with sincerity.
Everything is possible if you think
about it. We will definitely win."

"Prime Minister made some 'sweet
words 'in support of the farmers only
during the Punjab and UP Assembly
elections. 

Apna Dang Chahiye... Apna Rang Chahiye... Apna Jung Chahiye

I SHOULDERED ANOTHER MOVEMENT FOR FARMERS

In total, States intend
to raise Rs 1,99,950
crore through OMC.
Andhra Pradesh plans
to raise Rs 2,000 crore
through open market
borrowings during the
first quarter of 2023-24.

Movies soon featuring Telangana culture, history
PNS n HYDERABAD

Movies are going to drive the narra-
tive in the Telangana elections.
Telangana culture is taking the cen-
tre stage in movies with recent films
like ‘Balagam’ and ‘Dasara’ and even
Salman Khan’s movie celebrating
the Bathukamma festival.

Industries Minister KT Rama Rao
has been actively participating in pro-
moting movies.

He said on Saturday that movies
in the Telangana dialect came about
due to KCR's efforts. KTR took to
Twitter and said, “Thanks to KCR for
the renaissance on the cultural front.
A dialect that was made fun of is now
taking centre stage.”

He shared a screenshot of his chat
with Dr Dande Sreeramulu, a 68-
year-old, who expressed happiness at

the Telangana dialect being featured
in movies like ‘Balagam’ and ‘Dasara.’

“During the last 20 years, I stopped
going to movies to stop seeing us
being shown as jokers,” he said in a
message to KTR.

Telangana culture is being widely
accepted and not only movies but
OTT series are also in the offing.
Sources said that Indian screen-
writer and film director V. Vijayendra
Prasad is working on two scripts. One
of them is likely to be an OTT series.

Highly placed sources said that
Vijendra Prasad has completed a
script for his movie on the RSS and
has met even Mohan Bhagwat.

On the other hand, the script the
Rajya Sabha MP is working on fea-
turing the Nizams and Razakars is
most likely going to be an OTT series.
While Vijayendra Prasad’s film is

going to be high budget and hasn’t yet
decided on the timeline, another
small-budget movie is likely to be
released by the time Telangana pre-
pares to celebrate Liberation Day in
September.

The movie on Razakars is almost
60 per cent complete and with most
characters defined, it will come out
in nine languages. The film’s name
has not been finalised, but the movie
is almost 60 per cent complete,

sources said. 
Sources said this movie will create

a disruption. “The miseries of the
people of Hyderabad will be featured
and the colouring of the Nizam as a
rich man or good man will be
removed and why the Nizam was bad
will be shown,” sources said.

Movies played a key role during
the Telangana movement. After that,
now again movies containing
Telangana culture are taking centre
stage.

On Friday, a new Telugu song on
the Bathukamma festival featured in
the upcoming Salman Khan and
Pooja Hegde starrer, ‘Kisi Ka Bhai
Kisi Ki Jaan,’ making it an authentic
representation of the event and a trib-
ute to Telangana culture. All BRS
leaders cheered while releasing the
song and took pride in it.

PM to visit TS
once  every month 22
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Prime Minister made some
‘sweet words’ in support of
the farmers
only during
the Punjab
and UP
Assembly
elections.
Otherwise, he
would not be able to
withdraw the laws

KCR invited leaders of the Maharashtra
ShetkariSangathan (Farmers Association)
into the BRS by offering them pink scarfs.

If we cast our vote, the farmers will
emerge as rulers. This requires a strong
will and clear mind. Earlier 'ShetkariKaam
Gari Party' contested and won 76 seats in
Maharashtra. We will win 200 seats now.
It needs strong determination 

— K. CHANDRASEKHAR RAO

Chief Minister
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PNS n HYDERABAD

The KCR government should
immediately dissolve the
TSPSC and order a judicial
inquiry into the question
paper leak, BJP General
Secretary Tarun Chugh, who
is also the party in-charge of
Telangana, said.

He said the inquiry must be
conducted by a sitting HC
judge as the leak is connected
to the fate of around 30 lakh
youth who have been prepar-
ing day and night for the exams.

Chugh said that in addition
to suspending all TSPSC
members, the commission
itself must be suspended
immediately, and the inquiry
should cover the role of KCR
and his family in the scam.

The KCR family has built a
fiefdom of corruption in the
state and it is time to expose

it, he said. He said KCR has
deliberately kept himself away
ever since the scam came to
light which clearly proves that
he had failed to discharge his
duty and is hiding. 

The TSPSC leak is a cruel
joke on the 30 lakh unemployed
in TS and a judicial probe is a
must to expose the role of the
KCR family and TSPSC
Members, Chugh added. 

‘Dissolve TSPSC, suspend members’
SIT notices to TSPSC Board
intended to fool people: BJP
Declaring that the BJP will acquire information about
the TSPSC Group-I prelims examination using RTI,
senior BJP leader N. Indrasena Reddy said that
reports of the SIT issuing notices to the TSPSC
Board are intended to fool the public. Indrasena said
the government did not appoint the SIT and that the
SIT was constituted by the police. He made it clear
that the BJP has no confidence in the SIT and added
that appointing a SIT means keeping the case
pending. He said that no SIT has completed a probe
in any case in TS so far. Speaking to the media on
Saturday at the State BJP office, Indrasena asked
Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao to reveal why
he summoned TSPSC Chairman Dr B. Janardhan
Reddy to Pragathi Bhavan as the TSPSC is an
independent body. He said that KCR summoned the
TSPSC Chairman to Pragathi Bhavan fearing that
facts may come out if a proper inquiry is held. He
said that nobody knows where TSPSC question
papers are printed except the Member Secretary.

Sanjay pooh poohs KCR’s claim
of TS becoming role model
The BJP’s Telangana unit President, Bandi Sanjay
Kumar, pooh-poohed the claim of BRS President
Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao that
Telangana had become a role model for the
country in the last nine years. Addressing the
media at the BJP office here on the occasion of
several leaders from other parties joining the BJP
from Sangareddy district, Sanjay wondered in
which field Telangana could be considered a role
model for the nation. “Is it in the suicides of
farmers? Or non-implementation of electoral
promises like the free supply of urea and seeds
and the waiver of farm loans? Or is it the
slashing of all subsidies to the agriculture sector
in the name of Rythu Bandhu? Or not paying
salaries to government employees on time? Or is
it pushing the state into bankruptcy?” he asked.
He said the KCR government was not a farmer-
friendly government, but a government that
ruined agricultural families. 

Kishan’s relative
Venkat quits TJS,
to join BJP
PNS n HYDERABAD

TJS Vice President
Gangapuram Venkat Reddy
resigned from the TJS on
Saturday. He will join the BJP
on April 7. Gangapuram
Venkat Reddy is a close relative
of Union Tourism Minister
Gangapuram Kishan Reddy.

Venkat said in his statement
that he has been opposing TJS
decisions and so had quit the
party. He thanked TJS presi-
dent Prof. Kodandaram for
cooperating with him for the
last 14 years.

Venkat was Telangana JAC
Steering Committee Member
from 2009 to 2014. He was
also the General Secretary of
the Government Degree
Colleges Lecturers Association
from 2000 to 2009.

Kalakshetra
instructor booked
Students call off
protest
PNS n CHENNAI

Police has booked a dance
instructor of the city-based
Kalakshetra Foundation for
alleged sexual harassment,
following which the agitating
students have called off their
protest.

The action against the
dance teacher came on a
complaint from a former stu-
dent, even as Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin
had assured of action over the
matter after it came up in the
Assembly.

The students said they
were calling off the protest
"for now", even as some of
them accused three more
teachers of sexually harassing
both girls and boys studying
in the institution, which
comes under the Ministry of
Culture.

Tamil Nadu State
Commission for Women
chairperson A S Kumari had
also held inquiries with stu-
dents on the matter earlier.

Fight BRS govt jointly; Sharmila
tells Bandi Sanjay, Revanth
PNS n HYDERABAD

YSRTP President YS Sharmila
phoned Telangana BJP
President Bandi Sanjay Kumar
and TPCC President Revanth
Reddy and asked them to fight
jointly against the BRS govern-
ment for the unemployed. She
urged Sanjay and Revanth to
join hands and march to the
Pragathi Bhavan.

She told them that there is
a need for the opposition to
unite to tackle Chief Minister
K. Chandrasekhar Rao. She
added that KCR will not allow
opposition parties in

Telangana if they do not fight
jointly.

Responding to Sharmila's
appeal, Sanjay said, “It is true
that Sharmila phoned me on
Saturday. I made it clear to her
that the BJP will fight for any-
one who faces injustice from
KCR. But I told Sharmila that
the BJP will not fight along
with the Congress as the
Congress and the BRS are
actually one. Congress leaders
themselves are saying that
the Congress and the BRS will
contest elections together.
Jana Reddy said the same
thing on Friday. Both the

Congress and the BRS may
give the impression that they
are fighting each other but the
Congress has been saying that
they will join hands before or
after the elections. How can
we work the Congress then?
The BJP is a disciplined party.
We will take a decision on
which party to work with
after discussing it with every-
one in the party.”

Revanth said the time has
come for the opposition to
fight KCR jointly. A final deci-
sion will be taken after dis-
cussing the issue, Revanth
said.

Modi to visit TS
once every month
PNS n HYDERABAD

The BJP high command has
prepared a plan to ensure that
Prime Minister Modi visits
Telangana once every month.
The party had been planning
Modi visits for four months.

Modi will visit Telangana
frequently after the Karnataka
Assembly elections as the BJP
is focusing on Telangana.

Modi is coming to
Hyderabad on April 8. Apart
from the PM, Union Ministers
will also visit Telangana.

The Prime Minister would
launch a Vande Bharat Express
at the Secunderabad Railway
Station on April 8.

He would also launch the
project to modernize the
Secunderabad Railway Station
involving an outlay of Rs 700

crore on April 8. The PM
would also lay the foundation
stone for the Kazipet Railway
Coach overhauling plant.

BJP Rajya Sabha Member
Dr K. Laxman said that Modi
would lay foundation stones
for projects costing Rs 20,000
crore on April 8.

The Prime Minister would
also tour the Warangal or
Sircilla district in May. He
would lay the foundation stone
for the Mega Textile Park in
Warangal.

The PM would visit the
Nalgonda district and dedicate
the Bibi Nagar AIIMS to the
nation. Modi would visit
Adilabad district and lay the
foundation stone for National
Highways and will dedicate
the already completed NH
work to the nation.

Some people have given... 
Continued from page 1

"There are some people in
our country who have been
determined since 2014, spo-
ken publicly and declared
their resolve that they will
tarnish Modi's image. For
this, they have given 'supari'
(contract) to various people.

"Some people are sitting
inside the country to support
these people and some are
doing their work sitting out-
side the country. These peo-
ple have been continuously
trying to spoil and tarnish
Modi's image," he said.

But India's poor, the mid-
dle class, tribals, Dalits, back-
ward classes and every
Indian has become the secu-
rity cover of Modi, which

made these people furious
forcing them to adopt new
tricks, he said.

Modi said such people
have taken a pledge that
"Modi Teri Kabra Khudegi".

"Amidst their conspira-
cies, every countryman has
to pay attention to the devel-
opment of the country and
pay attention to building the
nation," he said.

Slamming Congress with-
out taking its name, Modi
said previous governments
were busy with vote bank
appeasement whereas his
government is busy satisfying
people.

"They (the previous gov-
ernments) considered one
family as the first family of
the country. They ignored

the poor and middle class,
and the Railway is a living
example of this (ignorance),"
he said.

The prime minister also
expressed deep grief over
the stepwell roof collapse
tragedy in a temple in Indore
which killed 36 people and
injured 16 on Ram Navami.

As Germany took note of
Rahul Gandhi's disqualifica-
tion from Lok Sabha, senior
Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh on Thursday thanked
the German foreign ministry
and Richard Walker, Chief
International Editor of
Deutsche Welle, for "taking
note of how the Democracy
is being compromised in
India through the persecu-
tion of Rahul Gandhi".

BRS leaders see...
Continued from page 1

They think that this positive
public opinion will help the
BRS in the next Assembly
elections.

The 125 feet tallest bronze
statue of Dr BR Ambedkar on
the banks of the Hussainsagar
will be inaugurated on April
14. BRS leaders think that this
will also boost KCR’s image.

BRS leaders think that in
addition to the Dalit Bandhu
scheme the inauguration of
one of the world’s tallest stat-
ues of the Dalit community’s
greatest hero will make Dalits
repose confidence in KCR
that he will protect their inter-
ests.

After the formation of
Telangana state KCR faced
criticism from some sections
that after becoming the Chief
Minister he had forgotten the

Telangana Martyrs. The June
2 unveiling of the Telangana
Martyrs Memorial which is
being constructed opposite
the new secretariat will help
KCR to give an appropriate
reply to his critics.

BRS leaders think that the
image of KCR and the BRS
government has got a boost
after the reconstruction of the
Yadadri Temple on the lines of
the Balaji Temple in Tirumala
in AP.

The construction of new
collectorate buildings in all
districts has also received a
positive reaction from the
public.

BRS leaders think that
KCR’s achievements will instil
confidence among the public
that he can achieve Bangaru
Telangana by developing the
state and ensuring public wel-
fare.

India's unemployment rate at 3-month...
Continued from page 1

Unemployment was the lowest
in Uttarakhand and
Chhattisgarh at 0.8 per cent each
followed by Puducherry at 1.5
per cent, Gujarat 1.8 per cent,
Karnataka 2.3 per cent and
Meghalaya and Odisha at 2.6
per cent each.

CIEL HR Services Director
and CEO Aditya Mishra said
that post the festive season of

October-January, employment
in retail, supply chain, logistics,
financial services and e-com-
merce has declined.

"Our sectors of IT,
Technology and Startups have
tightened their belts leading to
a slowdown in fresh hiring.
Thirdly, March being the month
of financial year-end and exam-
inations, the sectors of leisure
travel, tourism, entertainment
and hospitality are not witness-

ing high demand.
"These factors have reduced

the employment drive.
Manufacturing, engineering,
construction and infrastruc-
ture have kept the job markets
warm. The results of March are
a combination of all these fac-
tors. We will see a pickup in
April," he added.

TeamLease Services co-
founder Rituparna Chakraborty
said the unemployment data is

reflective of a pensive mood
noticed in the current econom-
ic environment.

"India Inc is being thought-
ful and weighing each step with
caution and hence has momen-
tarily tempered down hiring as
what is happening globally at
some point can affect India
too. However, for India it could
only be a passing shower as we
are far more resilient to external
forces, she added.

TS sand income
jumped from Rs 19 cr
to Rs 757 crore
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana’s revenue from
sand increased from Rs 19
crore to Rs 757 crore in
FY23. As on 31 March 2023,
revenue from sand alone was
Rs 757.32 crore. From 2014-
15 to 2022-23 (31 March
2023), TSMDC earned Rs
5551.31 crore. For a similar
duration ie, from 2007-08 to
2013-14, sand revenue was Rs
39.66 crore.

“The Centre announced in
Parliament that Telangana is
number one in per capita
income. The government is
working sincerely to increase
revenue sources in Telangana.
During the 10 years before
the formation of the state, the
income of the state from the
sand was only Rs 40 crore.
After the formation of
Telangana,   it increased to Rs
5,500 crore,” KCR said.

In FY22, sand revenue
was Rs 802.11 crore and the
highest ever was in FY19
when revenue was Rs
886.43 crore.

Abnormal heatwave ahead from...
Continued from page 1

Punjab and Haryana," IMD
Director General Mrutyunjay
Mahapatra said in a virtual
press conference.

A heatwave is declared if the
maximum temperature of a sta-
tion reaches at least 40 degrees
Celsius in the plains, at least 37
degrees Celsius in coastal areas
and at least 30 degrees Celsius in
hilly regions, and the departure
from normal is at least 4.5
degrees Celsius.

India logged its hottest

February this year since record-
keeping began in 1901, accord-
ing to the IMD.

However, above-normal rain-
fall (37.6 mm against a normal
of 29.9 mm) due to seven west-
ern disturbances, including five
strong ones, kept temperatures
in check in March.

March 2022 was the warmest
ever and the third driest in 121
years. The year also saw the
country's third-warmest April,
eleventh-warmest August and
eighth-warmest September since
1901.

The IMD said normal to
above-normal minimum tem-
peratures are very likely over
most parts of the country, bar-
ring some areas in northeast and
northwest India and isolated
pockets of the peninsular region.

Last month, the Centre For
Policy Research (CPR) said a
review of 37 heat action plans in
India shows most of them do not
explicitly carry out vulnerabili-
ty assessments, leaving the
authorities with little data on
where to direct their scarce
resources.

Heat action plans (HAPs)
are the primary policy
response to economically
damaging and life-threatening
heatwaves. They prescribe a
number of activities, disaster
responses and post-heatwave
response measures to reduce
the impact of heatwaves.

The weather bureau said India
is expected to see normal rain-
fall in April.

Based on data collected from
1971 to 2020, the country on an
average receives 39.2 mm of
rainfall in April.

Centre hikes toll charges
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Central government has
revised the toll charges once
again that have come into force
right from March 31 at midnight
and the lorry owners across the
State are feeling the heat of the
increased toll charges. The high-
way tolls have increased by
around 10% across the country,
the National Highway Authority
of India (NHAI) issued a notifi-
cation for the same a few days ago.

Tolls are tied to the Wholesale
Price Index of inflation and are
adjusted in response to changes
in that index.

The requirements of the NH
Fee (Determination of Rating and
Collection) Rules, 2008 govern
the revision of highway toll rates.
In FY23, the average increase in
toll prices across the nation was
10.5%. 

The price revision for toll
charges, on the other hand, varies
across the country.

Lorry owners, who are already
struggling to operate their vehi-
cles due to increases in fuel prices
and other hidden expenses have
to face the fresh toll charges bur-
den of about 10 percent. 

Over 3 lakh lorries and trans-
port vehicles are in Andhra
Pradesh and the transport sector
and about seven lakh workers,
drivers, and cleaners including
lorry owners depend on the
transport sector in Andhra
Pradesh.

China granted visas to over 18K
Indians since January: Diplomat
PNS n KOLKATA

China has issued visas to over
18,000 Indians in the last three
months, a Chinese diplomat said.
Interacting with a group of journal-
ists in Kolkata, Minister Counsellor
of the Chinese Embassy in India,
Chen Jianjun, said he was looking
forward to more Chinese being
given visas by India.

"The number of visa applica-
tions for China has been on the

rise. Since January, we have given
visas to 18,560 Indians," he said.

"Since August, 9,409 student
visas have been issued to Indian
students," he said. Jianjun said
China was working with India for
an early resumption of direct
flights between the two countries.
Flight services between the two
countries have been disrupted
ever since coronavirus was first
reported in Wuhan in late 2019
and spread across the world.

WhatsApp bans over 4.5 million accounts in February
NEW DELHI: Meta-owned WhatsApp banned over 4.5
million accounts in February, notably higher than the
number of accounts it barred in the preceding month,
the India monthly report of the popular messaging
platform showed. WhatsApp had banned 2.9 million
accounts in January, 3.6 million accounts in
December and 3.7 million accounts in November. The
user-safety report contains details of the user
complaints received and the corresponding action
taken by WhatsApp, as well as WhatsApp's own

preventive actions to combat abuse on the platform.
"As captured in the latest monthly report, WhatsApp
banned over 4.5 million accounts in the month of
February," a WhatsApp spokesperson said. An Indian
account is identified via a +91 phone number.
"Between 1 February, 2023 and 28 February 2023,
4,597,400 WhatsApp accounts were banned.
1,298,000 (1.2 million) of these accounts were
proactively banned, before any reports from users,"
the report released on Saturday said.

CS asks officials to clear GO
58 and 59 applications first
PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Secretar y Santhi
Kumari held a video confer-
ence with Collectors and
reviewed the progress
achieved in executing pro-
grammes like the Kanti
Velugu, Aarogya Mahila,
house sites for the poor,
2BHK houses and implemen-
tation of GOs 58, 59, 76 and
118.

The Chief Secretary noted
that with the government
extending the time for regu-
larisation under GO 58 and
59 by one more month start-
ing today and also extending
the cut-off date from June 2,
2014, to June 2, 2020, many
applicants are likely to apply. 

She asked Collectors to

create awareness among the
public so that a maximum
number of people, including
those who had missed earli-
er could avail of this oppor-
tunity. 

She also wanted Collectors
to review applications which
were rejected last time. The
Chief Secretary directed that
all applications pending
regarding GO 58, 59, 76 and
118 are completed at the ear-
liest.

With more than 96 lakh
people having undergone eye
testing in the last 47 days, the
Chief Secretary compliment-
ed Collectors for this achieve-
ment and hoped that the state
will create a new record of two
crore eye testing in the next 50
days of the programme. 

She wanted the Collectors
to continue the good work
and regularly inspect Kanti
Velugu camps so as to ensure
that the beneficiaries are sat-
isfied with the service provid-
ed at the camps.

The Chief Secretary also
exhorted Collectors to take up
the Aarogya Mahila pro-
gramme more as a social
responsibility to improve the
health of women. 

The objective should be to
ensure that only women who
deserved to join the service
should be provided. She also
asked the Collectors to work
on how to nurture the pro-
gramme and also expanding
the programme while
improving the delivery mech-
anism.

We will win
200 seats...
Continued from page 1

Otherwise, he would not
be able to withdraw the
laws," the Chief Minister
said.

Every problem has a
solution just like every
lock has a key. Honesty in
the thought and sincerity
in execution is a must.
Since 1935, struggles have
been going on farmers'
problems.

From leaders like Sir
Choturam, Mahinder
Singh Tikait, Sharad Joshi,
Chaudhary Charan Singh,
Devilal to today's Gurnam
Singh, farmers' struggles
have continued.

Farmers held protests
on the roads of the nation-
al capital New Delhi for 13
months against the dra-
conian farm laws. The
farmers were branded as
Naxalites and terrorists by
the Central government.
Against all odds, farmers
fought. Farmers' struggle is
justified.

KCR said, "The prob-
lems of farmers' will be
resolved if the leaders are
aware of farmers' suffer-
ings. Only farmers can
solve farmers' problems.
When farmers' problems
are being solved in
Telangana, why is it not
possible in Maharashtra?
The budget of
Maharashtra is bigger than
the Telangana budget.
Why is the Maharashtra

government not trying to
solve farmers' problems.
Something is wrong (Dal
meinkuch kala hai)."

The Chief Minister
sought to know why the
Maharashtra government
was solving farmers' issues
and why the Centre did
not work for farmers.

"Former chief minister
of Maharashtra Devendra
Fadnavis said 'What are
you doing in
Maharashtra?'. I will not
come if the Telangana
model gets implemented
in Maharashtra," KCR reit-
erated. 

KCR had held interac-
tion with leaders of the
farmers' association who
participated in the meet-
ing. KCR answered many
questions asked by the
farmer leaders and cleared
their doubts, KCR said.

The chief leaders of
M a h a r a s h t r a
ShetkariSangathan (promi-
nent farmer association of
Maharashtra), presidents
of many districts, office
bearers and youth leaders
joined the BRS.

KCR said conditions in
Telangana were worse than
in Maharashtra before the
formation of the state.
Farmers committed sui-
cides in Telangana. The
Chief Minister explained
to them the various
schemes implemented by
the Telangana govern-
ment.

Papers of 30 exams
conducted by HPSSC
were leaked
PNS n HAMIRPUR

Papers of 30 examinations con-
ducted by the Himachal
Pradesh Staff Selection
Commission (HPSSC) were
leaked, a senior police officer
said on Saturday. The state vigi-
lance department is probing irreg-
ularities in 22 examinations and so
far five FIRs have been registered.
At least 15 people have been arrest-
ed in connection with the paper leak
cases. DIG (Vigilance) G Shiva
Kumar said that permission will be
sought from the government under
section 17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 to register an
FIR against highly placed officials
under scanner in the case.
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The second phase of the sheep
distribution programme will
be launched in the state soon,
Animal Husbandry Minister
Talasani Srinivasa Yadav said
after attending a video con-
ference organised by Chief
Secretary Shanti Kumari with
Collectors at the BRKR
Bhavan on Saturday.  During
the conference, he said that
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao decided
to launch the sheep distribu-
tion programme to help the
remaining beneficiaries who
did not receive sheep in the
first phase. “The survey con-
ducted in 2017, identified 7.31
lakh eligible people in the
state. Of this, 3.93 lakh people
have received the scheme’s
benefits. Sheep have to be
sent to the remaining 3.38 lakh
people in the second phase.
Collectors will re-examine this
list and in case of deaths nom-
inees would be included,” he
said. “The sheep will be pur-
chased entirely under the
supervision of Collectors in
the second phase. The

Department of Animal
Husbandry has identified mar-
kets where sheep are available
in Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, and senior officials
will be sent to purchase them.
Tenders for the transportation
of the purchased sheep must
be invited immediately.
Collectors must take steps to
ensure that officers of the
Animal Husbandry
Department checked things
like insurance and condition of
the animals. District officials
must accompany the benefi-

ciaries to buy the sheep,” he
added.
Talasani also reminded that
Chief Minister KCR has
increased the unit price of
sheep from Rs 1,25,000 to Rs
1,75,000. He said that DDs
should be tied from the bene-
ficiaries who want sheep units
and awareness programmes
should be organised about the
scheme. Animal Husbandry
Department Special Chief
Secretary Adhar Sinha and
other senior officials too
attended the video confer-
ence.

Minister for Animal Husbandry Talasani Srinivas Yadav and Chief Secretary
Shanti Kumar at a video conference held on Saturday.

Sheep distribution second
phase soon: Talasani

PNS n HYDERABAD

Around 96,07,764 people have
been screened so far in the sec-
ond phase of the Kanti Velugu
programme. Just 47 days after
launch, the camps have almost
touched one crore (10 million)
people.
A total of 45 lakh males, 50
lakh females and 3,112 trans-
gender individuals have been
examined and reading glasses
were distributed to 15.65 lakh
people. Prescription glasses
were given to 11.68 lakh peo-
ple. Over 68.73 lakh people
were diagnosed with eye prob-
lems.
The second phase of Kanti
Velugu was scheduled for 100
days, starting from January 19.
Of the 12,789 gram panchay-
ats in the state, 52 per cent of
the Kanti Velugu target has
been achieved so far in 6,567
gram panchayats. Another

946 gram panchayats are near-
ing the target.
During the second phase in all
wards under Municipal
Corporations, 64.03 per cent
of the 2,209 completed the eye
test. Eye tests are being con-
ducted in another 488 wards.
The second phase of Kanti
Velugu has set a target to
conduct eye tests on one crore
70 lakh people in 100 working
days. Medical officials said
that there are good chances of
reaching the planned target of
1 crore eye tests.
Likewise, if the programme
continues this way, it is possi-
ble to conduct Kanti Velugu
tests for 2 crore people too.
Medical officials said that the
Telangana government is
proud to organise the 
Kanti Velugu Programme,
which has not been under-
taken by any state in the coun-
try so far.

Kanti Velugu proves

helpful to 1 crore people

PNS n HYDERABAD

As Summer season set in, the
authorities at the Nehru
Zoological Park have taken
measures to protect animals
from scorching heat. Zoo
Curator Prashant Bajirao Patil
took stock of the arrange-
ments and instructed staff
members to monitor ani-
mals, birds, and reptiles.
In order to protect creatures
from heat, the authorities

installed over 200 sprinklers
and small water sprinklers in
all enclosures especially her-
bivores, over 1,000 foggers in
reptile enclosures, news
Macaws, all pheasantry and

Aviary areas. A total of 1m000
kg of thunga grass has been
placed on the roofs of the
night houses; nets have been
placed on duck and stork
ponds; over 80 air coolers
have been arranged in mon-
key, carnivorous and
Omnivorous enclosures.
The zoo authorities also
placed air-conditioners and
exhaust fans in the nocturnal
animal house and cub rearing
centre. Temporary shades

have been placed over herbi-
vore enclosures, seasonal
fruits like watermelon, musk
melon and citrus variety fruits
to all apes, monkeys, pri-
mates, birds and bear. Water
has been provided in all
enclosures to avoid dehydra-
tion of animals. Glucon-D,
electral powder, vitamin-c
supplements, b-complex sup-
plements, stresswell and ther-
mo care liquid in the water to
avoid summer stress.

Nehru Zoo Park gears up to 
shield animals  during summer

Zoo park

Marking the 50th anniversary
of Project Tiger, Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) MP J Santosh
Kumar on Saturday took up a
green challenge to save tigers.
‘Project Tiger’ was launched by
the Union government in 1973
with the aim to protect tigers
and forests in India. At the
time of the project launch,
there were 1,827 tigers in the
country. By 2022, the
population increased to 2,967.
The Rajya Sabha MP launched
souvenirs, including a tiger
book, T-shirt and coffee mug
prepared by Amrabad Tiger

Reserve. Santosh Kumar took
to Twitter and wrote “It’s been
50 years. Govt of India
launched the #SaveTiger
campaign on 1st
April 1973 with an aim of
saving tigers in India. On the
occasion of Golden Jubilee
year Green India Challenge
wishes the best to the
campaign and we all have to
support the intended cause.”

The MP further said,” Green
India Challenge is already
striving to increase green
cover across the country and
create awareness on
environmental protection. The
Green India Challenge will also
support the protection of
tigers. Tiger plays a vital role
in the maintenance of
ecological balance. The MP
called upon people to educate
new generations about the
importance of tiger protection
Tiger and make them
responsible for the
conservation of the wildcat.”

BRS MP TAKES UP GREEN

CHALLENGE TO SAVE TIGERS

1,500 cops to be deployed for IPL 2023 at Uppal Stadium
PNS n HYDERABAD

Rachakonda Police has provid-
ed security for the TATA IPL
2023 matches by deploying over
1,500 police personnel. The
matches are scheduled to be held
from April 2 to May 18 at the
Rajiv Gandhi International
Cricket Stadium at Uppal.
Rachakonda Police
Commissioner CP Chauhan
said, &quot;We have better
arrangements than last time.
Our police either in uniform or
mufti will guard players and
cheerleaders.” The number of
CCTVs has been increased to
350 now and last time also I sat
for half an hour in the control
room to observe improvements
and understood that we can
focus on every individual, so nui-
sance is not allowed inside the
Stadium. But enthusiasts need
not suppress their excitement.
Pitch invasion is seriously
viewed, If any unlawful activity
is noticed, then they will be taken
into custody.&quot; 

The Police Commissioner

said that checks would be made
at the entry, and exit paths to be
linear. &quot;I visited the ven-
dors last time to see if they are
selling at MRF or not and this
time also we have our teams to
continue special scrutinisa-
tion,&quot; he added. The sta-
dium has approximately 40,000
seating capacity. Gate No 1 is
only for players, others are not
allowed. Spectators are allowed
through gates as per their tick-
eting.

In and around the stadium, a
total of 340 CCTV cameras are

being installed, including places
at vehicle checkpoints, parking
places to cover the entire area of
the stadium, en route and park-
ing areas A joint command and
control room is also established
t monitor all the CCTV footage
for taking immediate action.
(IT Inspector and teams) Anti-
sabotage checks with the help of
BD teams would continue round
the clock until the match is com-
pleted.

The spectators are not allowed
to carry the things such as lap-
tops, banners, water bottles,

cameras, cigarettes, electronic
Wems, matchboxes, lighters,
sharp metal or plastic objects,
binoculars, writing pens, batter-
ies, helmets, perfumes, bags and
eatables. A separate SHE Teams
or anti-eve teasing team has been
established in order to control
the eve teasing against women.
The viewers are not allowed to
park any vehicles on either side
of the main road from Genpact
to Uppal ring road and Uppal
Ring Road to Vishal Mart,
Ramanthapur and the vehicles
have parked as specified by the
TSIIC parking areas only.

Gates will be opened and
spectators allowed into the sta-
dium three hours before the
matches. Adequate signage
boards are erected at different
places to make the viewers reach
the stadium easily. Erected suf-
ficient signage boards at all the
main roads from Habsiguda to
Uppal, LB Nagar to Uppal,
Madipally to Uppal, and
Ramanthapur to Stadium with
proper arrow marks and text in
night visible manner.

We are not under stress but we
have made some changes
among players and that will
impact our strategies on the
ground, said Bhuvneshwar who
will lead Sunrisers Hyderabad in
Aiden Markram's absence.
At a press conference held on
Saturday, the Captain of
Sunrisers Hyderabad,
Bhuvaneshwar Kumar, said,

“This is a new team compared to
last year’s. There are some
changes among the players and
that will definitely change how
we plan and our strategies on the
ground. Although nothing
changes with time plans will
change according to the players.”
“We have new domestic players
and international players like Adil
Rashid and Harry Brook from

England. They are doing well. It
is a very good thing to be playing
on home ground (Hyderabad
Cricket Stadium). We are very
excited and will try to put a smile
on the audience’s face," he
added.
On team members and
performance he said, "I still
believe that on paper the team
does not matter if you do not

perform on the ground. The
impact player rule is going to
sort this thing out at the most. It
will be a luxury for us to bring in
a batsman or a bowler.”
He said that Aiden Markram is
busy with national duty as he is
currently part of the South
African national cricket team
playing the Netherlands. It is just
one odd match. 

NO SSTRESS, OONLY SSOME CCHANGES AAMONG PPLAYERS: BBHUVNESHWAR

PNS n HYDERABAD

Turning simple words like a cow into
Moo-Moo, or dog into ‘doggie’, or
chocolate into ‘Choki’ is simply the
best way a parent can communicate
with their toddler. Popularly known as
‘baby talk’, where parents or caretak-
ers of young children use rhythmic
and repetitive words to communicate
is called &#39;motherese&#39; by
doctors. Motherese allows parents to
interact and communicate with their
kids before the child can learn verbal
communication. However, doctors

now revealed that when a child is not
responding to such baby talk, it is a
possible symptom of early autism. 

To mark the occasion of World
Autism Day which is annually observed
on April 2, and to educate parents on
early symptoms and create awareness,
doctors at Hyderabad’s Hear ‘N’ Say clin-
ic revealed the latest research on autism
springs renewed hope for autistic kids
and parents alike. 

A recent study by the University of
California indicated that the early sign
of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in
children is reduced response to moth-

erese speech and challenges faced in sus-
tained attention to social
information in general.
This study states
Toddlers&#39; level of
attention to &#39;moth-
erese&#39; speech can be
used as a biomarker for
Autism Spectrum
Disorder. 

Dr Garima Vegivada,
Clinical Director- Child
Development Unit,
Hear ‘N’ Say clinic said,
“This can aid in identifying children

with a high risk of autism at an early
stage and remedy  their
condition. We have
taken the cue from the
study and are encourag-
ing mothers of newborn
babies to use motherese
as a response-evoking
technique and found a
good measure of success.
If a child does not
respond to motherese at
the age of 1 to 2 years,
then it&#39;s time to

seek help from a professional.” 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Federation of Telangana
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry organised an aware-
ness programme on the
Environment Clearance
Certificate and its significance
in the construction sector. The
programme was held on
Saturday at FTCCI in Red
Hills.

Construction projects above
20,000 sq.m. of the built-up
area need environmental clear-
ance, said Prof Krishna Reddy,
the Chairman, TS-SEAC (State
Expert Appraisal Committee),
TSPCB (Telangana Pollution
Control Board). 

Explaining why the con-
struction sector is made
accountable, Prof. Krishna
Reddy said that the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) said
that the construction and
building sector is responsible
for approximately 39 per cent
of global energy–related car-
bon dioxide emissions. 

In India, the construction
sector is estimated to con-
tribute around 8% of the coun-
try’s total greenhouse gas emis-

sions. The construction sector,
which is a consumer of
cement, is responsible for
around 8% of the world’s car-
bon dioxide emissions.

Y. Maheshwara Reddy,
Managing Director of Pioneer
Enviro Consultants Pvt. Ltd
spoke about Environmental
Clearance and its significance
in the construction sector.

Environmental Clearance is
the approval that needs to be
obtained for any development
project listed in the Schedule
of EIA Notification, 2006. The
main purpose of getting an
Environmental Clearance is
to assess the impact of the pro-
posed project on the environ-
ment and people and take
appropriate measures to miti-
gate them. 

The construction industry in
India is expected to reach USD
1.4 Trillion (Rs 115 lakh crore
approximately) by 2025. Real
estate demand is set to increase
by 15-18 million sq. ft by 2025
across major cities. 

According to new research by
the construction blog Bimhow,
the construction sector accounts
for 23% of air pollution, 50% of
climate change, 40% of drinking
water pollution and 50% of
landfill waste.

The construction industry
accounts for 40% of worldwide
energy usage.  Dr Vijaya Lakshmi
Thatiparthi, Associate Professor
& Head of the Department,
Centre for Environment,
Jawaharlal Nehru Technological
University, Hyderabad delivered
a special address. 

Dr Vijaya Laxmi, Prof Krishna Reddy, Meela Jayadev and Y Maheshwara Reddy at
the awareness programme

PNS n HYDERABAD

GHMC has collected a record
property tax of Rs 1,681.72
crore this financial year (FY)
2022-23. GHMC aspired to
achieve Rs 2,000 crore in
property tax collections.
Khairtabad Zone leads the list
with Rs 435.57 crore, fol-
lowed by Serilingampally
Zone which collected Rs
348.60 crore of the 6zones in
GHMC.

Serilingampally circle leads
the list with Rs 220.12 crore,
followed by Jubilee Hills cir-
cle with Rs 170.3 crore and
Khairatabad circle with Rs
135.42 crore among the 30
circles. GHMC collected a
record Rs 742.41 crore under
its Early Bird scheme this
year. 

Activists pointed out that
collections in Charminar
Zone are fewer. Harish Daga
said, “GHMC property tax
collection for 2022-23 was Rs
1,681.72 crore Interesting is
to see Charminar Zone col-
lection just Rs 122.86 crore
and our Chandranyangutta
only 10.20 cr. Why not decen-
tralise funds
collection/spending. The
highest tax paying gets less
money so rather it should be
decentralised, spend as per
zone wise tax collection”.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana State Public
Commission (TSPSC)
Secretary Anita
Ramachandran appeared
before the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) of the Hyderabad
Police on Saturday.

The SIT issued notices to
Anita Ramachandran and

TSPSC Board Member Linga
Reddy on Friday.

Anita’s statement was
recorded by SIT chief AR
Srinivas and other officers.

The two-hour-long ques-
tioning focused on the prime
accused Praveen, who was her
personal assistant. Questions
were also asked about the
Commission, preparation of

the question paper and main-
tenance of the confidential
section. The SIT asked about
Praveen’s conduct, suspicions
at work, the extent of roles and
responsibilities, access to sys-
tems and confidential sec-
tions.

TSPSC Member Linga
Reddy also recorded his state-
ment with the SIT.

PNS n HYDERABAD

GHMC to take steps to
increase the current number
of sterilisations from 300 to
400 daily and steps should be
taken to ensure that dog
squad teams work even at
night to catch dogs. City
Mayor Gadwal Vijayalakshmi
said that measures are being
taken to implement the rec-
ommendations suggested by
the high level committee
formed to control stray dogs
in the city.

The members of the high-
level committee visited the
field and handed over the
report with 26 points to the
city Mayor on Saturday. The
members of the committee
brought to the attention of the
Mayor many issues to be
undertaken at the field level.

The committee members
suggested to the Mayor that
veterinary, sanitation and
Health Departments should

take coordinated measures
to control dog bites. Similarly,
steps should be taken to
increase the current number
of sterilisations from 300 to
400 daily and steps should be
taken to ensure that dog
squad teams work even at
night to catch dogs. She said
that in order to implement the
services of the Veterinary
Department as a ward, vet-
erinary field assistants should
be appointed for two years by
outsourcing method at the
rate of two per ward. Apart
from this, steps should be
taken to appoint another 31
private veterinary doctors
through outsourcing method
for two years as veterinary
officers are working in small
numbers. Report said that
while there are 50 catching
vehicles to catch stray dogs, if
another 10 vehicles are
arranged, two vehicles per cir-
cle can control the menace of
dogs. 

GHMC to enhance
dog sterilisations
Dog catching squad renamed as
Stray Dog Sterilization Unit

TSPSC secy Anita grilled on TSPSC leak
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The Cyberabad police on
Saturday arrested a person on
the charge of data theft of
over 66 crore people and
organisations spreading over
24 States and 8 metropolitan
cities.

The accused was identified
as Vinay Bharadwaj. The
police recovered student data
from Byju’s and Vedantu,
along with the data of cab 1.84
lakh users from the metro
cities.  He also stole data of 4.5
lakh salaried employees in six
cities and Gujarat. Bhardwaj
also possessed customer data
of major organisations,
including GST (Pan India),
RTO (Pan India), Amazon,
Netflix, Youtube, Paytm,
Phonepe, Big Basket, Book
My Show, Instagram, Zomato,
Policybazaar, Upstox, etc. He
maintained the data in 104
categories including 51.9
crore data of individuals and
organisations of 24 states and
8 cities maintained in 44 cat-
egories. 

Man held for
data theft of
66.9 crore
people

GHMC nets 1,681cr
in FY 23 property tax 

FTCCI awareness programme on
Environment Clearance Certificate

WORLD AUTISM DAY ON APRIL 2

‘Reduced response to baby talk a symptom of autism’
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PNS n BELLAMPALLY

Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) leader Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka on Saturday criti-
cised the government for selling
the government lands. The
statehood for Telangana was not
granted to give a free hand to the
government to sell off the gov-
ernment's assets, he said. The
State government has no moral
right to sell government lands.

Addressing the media at
Nennel, the CLP leader said that
the government auctioning
valuable lands on the outskirts
of Hyderabad to mobilise funds
is not acceptable. The duty of the
government is to protect the
government's land. He pointed
out how the erstwhile Congress
regime built Indiramma hous-
es for the homeless poor. 

The previous Congress
regime in united AP construct-
ed houses and allotted houses to
the homeless poor, he said. The

Telangana government on the
one hand promised 2 BHK
houses to the homeless poor but
failed to deliver on its promise

Selling government lands is
hazardous for posterity, he
opined severely condemning
the sales.  Prime Minister Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah
were gifting away public sector
units to the corporate. Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao is also gifting away the gov-
ernment lands, he alleged. 

He appealed to the President
of India to abolish the TSPSC
Board in the wake of the ques-
tion paper leak. He demanded
that the State government pay
unemployment allowance to
the youth with arrears. He
pointed out that the
Chhattisgarh government gives
Rs 2,500 towards unemploy-
ment allowance. Even nine years
after coming to power, the BRS
government did not bring at
least one acre of land under irri-

gation.
The BRS government is pro-

viding irrigation facilities
through projects built during the
Congress regime but claiming
credit for the Kaleshwaram pro-
ject, he said. 

Irrigation canals are yet to be
excavated even after the execu-
tion of the Medigadda,
Annaram and Sundilla projects
as part of the Kaleshwaram
project, he said. 

The Indira Sagar and Rajiv
Sagar projects have been
renamed as Sitarama Project.
The government did not wet at
least one acre of land. 

Earlier,the elders in BRS gov-
ernment hailed the Delhi gov-
ernment for implementing the
Telangana model of liquor pol-
icy, he said criticising the alleged
involvement of the BRS leader
in the liquor scam. He expressed
doubts that a liquor scam could
have taken place in Telangana
too. 

PNS n WARANGAL

In a crackdown on eve-
teasers, a SHE team on
Saturday evening conducted
recce  and picked up 10 eve-
teasers from Zoo Park area of
Hanamkonda, according to
ACP David Raju. 

The team counseled the
eve-teasers in its characteris-
tic style. 

The ACP appreciated the
efforts of the SHE team. He
said that the SHE team
would work for protection of
the women and eve-teasers
misbehaving with women
would be subjected to legal
action. If anyone tries to
dishonor women through
social media platforms like
Whatsapp, Instagram,
Facebook, action would be
initiated against such persons
and justice would be done to
women.  

Women are urged to lodge
their complaints with SHE
teams on 8712685257 or
8712685142 or 8712685270
in case of any trouble. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The all-party OBC round table
conference held on Saturday
under the leadership of senior
Congress leader V.
Hanumantha Rao passed the
resolution ‘Modi Ko
Hatao–Desh Ko Bachao’ as
Prime Minister Modi failed to
do justice to BCs even though
he is a BC.

Condemning the disquali-
fication of Rahul Gandhi, the
All-Party OBC Round Table
Conference and VH said that
Modi’s rule has become intol-
erable and that it is time for the
people to end Modi’s rule.

He said that the UPA gov-
ernment had provided reser-
vations to BCs in even IITs and
IIMs. He said that Rahul had
never insulted OBCs and that
he had always strived to pro-
tect the rights of OBCs.

Stating that Modi is not an
OBC, TJS leader Prof. PL
Vishweshwar Rao said that
Modi was ruling the nation
with a dictatorial mindset. He

said that Modi had done noth-
ing for the OBCs and that it
proves that he is not an OBC.

Leaders Aziz Pasha (former
CPI MP), Ramu Goud (AAP
Coordinator), B. Mahesh
Kumar Goud (TPCC Working
President), Ramulu Naik (for-
mer MLC), Jajula Srinivas
Goud (Telangana BC Welfare
Association President) and
Indira Shobhan, M. Narender
Goud, Nageshwar Rao, R.
Laxman Yadav, Shambula
Srikanth Goud, Rammohan,
R. Narender, R. Jai Prakash
Shiva Kumar, Sitharam, Mettu
Sai and Motha Rohit attended
the conference.

PNS n JAYASHANKAR 
BHUPALAPALLY

The conspiracies being
hatched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will not work,
said Congress MLA Podem
Veeraiah on Saturday. He
pointed out that the disquali-
fication of Rahul Gandhi is
part of a conspiracy hatched
by the Prime Minister. 

Speaking to the media here,
he described the disqualifica-
tion of Rahu Gandhi as wrong.
Bhupalapally Congress dis-
trict unit president Aitha
Prakash Reddy and TPCC
leader and Congress party
Bhupalpally constituency in-
charge Gandra Satyanarayana
Rao were also present. 

Though the court, which
convicted Rahul Gandhi, sus-

pended the sentence and gave
him 30 days to appeal, undue
haste was shown in disquali-
fying the Congress leader. The
Prime Minister was rattled
because Rahul Gandhi point-
ed out Modi's failings. He
criticised Bhupalpally MLA
Gandra Venkataramana
Reddy for defecting to the BRS
though he won on the
Congress ticket. 

He predicted that
Satyarnarayana Rao would
win hands down from the
Bhupalapally constituency. 

Veeraiah demanded an
explanation from the Prime
Minister regarding the pay-
ment of Rs 20,000 crore by
Adani to a shell company. 

Congress party Bhupalpally
town president Islavat Devan
was also present. 

PNS n MAHABUBNAGAR

The BJP government is work-
ing for the empowerment of
the women. The Maharashtra
government has earmarked
50 per cent of the funds for
development of women, said
Maharashtra BJP State unit
Mahila Morcha general secre-
tary Ashwini Jichikar.

If the BJP replaces the BRS
in Telangana, women of the
State will get justice, she said. 

Addressing media at the
BJP office here on Saturday,
she said that the Narendra
Modi led BJP government
providing LPG connections
free of cost under Ujjawala
scheme, took steps for con-
struction of toilets, introduced
Sukanya Samruddhi Yojana,
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme, extending cash incen-
tives of Rs 6000 to expectant
mothers at the time of deliv-
ery and prohibited triple talaq
for the benefit of Muslim
women. Thus the BJP govern-
ment liberated the Muslim
women from the problem of
triple talaaq. 

Narendra Modi works for
extending equi justice to
women - whether they are the
Hindus, the Muslims or the
Christians. 

Mahraashtra CM Fadnavis
has allocated 50% of the funds

for women's development.
Socio-economic justice would
be done to women provided
BJP replaces the BRS in
Telangana after the next elec-
tions, she felt. 

A selfie photo  porgramme
would be implemented soon
with women who derived ben-
efit under the central govern-
ment schemes, she said adding
that the BJP Mahila Morcha
would embark on the pro-
gramme in a big way to get
one crore selfies. 

Later, she visited the
Anganwadi center in
Appayipalli village of rural
mandal of Mahabubnagar and
PHC at Hanwada. BJP Mahila
Morcha state vice president
Bandala Padma, BJP district
president Veera Brahmachary,
state elective boy member of
the morcha Padmaja Reddy
and others were present on the
occasion. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Animal Husbandry,
Fisheries, Dairy Development
and Cinematography Minister
Talasani Srinivas Yadav said
that electricity supply to gov-
ernment schools should not be
stopped even if bills are
unpaid. He was speaking after
reviewing development pro-
jects in the Sanat Nagar con-
stituency.

Talasani held the review
meeting on Saturday at his
office at Masab Tank, with
GHMC, Water Works,
HMDA, Electrical
Department, Town Planning,
Horticulture and other depart-
ments.

Municipal Administration
Department Special Chief
Secretary Arvind Kumar,
Water Works MD Dana
Kishore, GHMC
Commissioner Lokesh Kumar,
TSSPDCL CMD
Raghumareddy, SNDP ENC
Ziauddin attended the meet-
ing.

During the meeting, the
Minister spoke about several
problems regarding the elec-
tricity supply in the city.

“The people in Allauddin
Koti are facing serious prob-
lems due to the dangerous

high-tension power line there.
Steps should be taken to
immediately remove it and
lay an underground power
cable. In many places in the
constituency, electricity cables
are hanging down dangerous-
ly. They should be removed
and replaced with bunched
cables. Similarly, iron poles are
likely to develop electricity
leaks during rains. Replacing
them with concrete poles is a
must to prevent accidents.
Provide fencing for transform-
ers installed in colonies. As
summer has started, the swim-
ming pool on DK road in
Amir Peta and Gurumurthy
swimming pool in
Secunderabad should be

repaired,” he said.
“Construction work and

land acquisition for the under-
pass from the industrial area of
Sanat Nagar to Bala Nagar
Square and expansion of the
Fateh Nagar Flyover will great-
ly reduce traffic problem in
that area. Rs 2.41 crore has
been sanctioned for the devel-
opment of KLN Park in Sanat
Nagar. An additional Rs 2.50
crore is needed to undertake
other works,” the Minister
added.

The officials were told to
construct a new building to
house the worn-out BK Guda
Ward Office. They were also
asked to repair all abandoned
bore wells in the city.

PNS n NALGONDA

The state government has
extended the last date for reg-
ularization of encroachments
of the government lands by
the homeless poor under the
Gos No. 58 and 59 to June 2,
2020 from June 2, 2014. 

Therefore, the eligible
should apply before April 30
three Mee Seva centers, dis-
trict collector Vinay Krishna
Reddy said in a statement on
Saturday. He appealed to the
people to make good use of
the facility given by the gov-
ernment to create rights reg-
ularizing the encroachments
by the homeless poor. 

Those who have built
homes in 125 square yards of
non-objectionable govern-
ment lands would be regular-
ized through GO no. 58 and
rights created to the homeless
poor.

PNS n NIZAMABAD

Political temperature has risen
in Nizamabad district with the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
and BJP engaging in a war of
flexis.

While f lexis mocking
Nizamabad Lok Sabha member
Arvind Dharmapur sprang up
to highlight his failure to secure
Turmeric Board for
Nizamabad, flexis appeared to
mock Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao over
"unemployment allowance."
No clue as to who put up the
flexis or flexis.

On Friday, the yellow colour
flexis with the Telugu text
read: "Turmeric Board,
Turmeric Board which was
brought by our hon'ble

Nizamabad MP." 
On Saturday, pink colour

flexis sprang up across
Nizamabad with Telugu text
read: "Rs 3016 unemployment
allowance. CM sir will cut off
own head, but he will not go

back on his promise."
It has so far not been known

whether the BRS activists put
up hoards mocking Arvind
Dharmapuri. Nor has it been
known whether the BJP
activists put flexis against the
Chief Minister. The people in
the town felt that the BRS and
the BJP have been sneering at
each other on each other's fail-
ures. 

The yellow colour hoards
mocking the Nizamabad MP
sprang against the backdrop of
Arvindi Dharmapuri's failure
to ensure that the Turmeric
Board was established in
Nizamabad. The flexis against
the BRS came in the backdrop
of the ruling party's manifesto
which promised unemploy-
ment allowance. 

PNS n NALGONDA

Turning tables  on
Opposition parties who are
making a hue and cry over
the Telangana State Public
Service Commission ques-
tion paper leak, Minister
Energy G Jagadish Reddy is
quick to point out that it was
the BRS government that
exposed the culprits. Then
there is no meaning in find-
ing fault with the State gov-
ernment. 

Addressing BRS Atmeeya
Sammelan held on Saturday
at Motkuru and Moota
Konduru,  a long with
Tungaturi MLA Gadhari
Kishore, the Minister said
that the Opposition parties
are conspiring to paint the
State government black.

Chief  Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao always
insisted that the guilty should

be punished. The opposi-
tion parties have been throw-
ing mud at the government.
But, the people would not fall
into the trap of the opposi-
tion parties, he said. There
was no political corruption
in Telangana. The State gov-
ernment would do every-
thing to ensure that no injus-
tice is done to the unem-
ployed. 

PNS n JAGITYAL

The Atmeeya Sammelan
under way in the town on
Saturday was cancelled fol-
lowing the death of BRS
councilor Bandari Narender. 

According to reports,
Narender who is the spouse
of BRS woman leader
Bandari Rajani suffered a
heart attack while cultural
programmes were under
way. He was rushed to the
hospital by the BRS leader
where he died  undergoing
treatment. 

A pall of gloom descend-
ed on the BRS leaders in the
town. MLC Kavita and
MLA Dr Sanjay Kumar who
were present in connection
with the Atmeeya
Sammelan visited the
bereaved family and con-
veyed their condolences. 

‘Telangana women will get
justice under BJP rule only'

War of flexis raging over 'election
promises' in Nizamabad
Yellow ones appeared on Saturday mocking  Arvind and
pink ones sprang up on Saturday mocking the CM

Congress MLA Podem Veeraiah speaking to the media in Bhupalpally on
Saturday

Rahul's disqualification
is BJP's conspiracy: MLA

Maharashtra State unit BJP Mahila
Morcha general secretary Ashwini
Jichikar in Mahabubnagar on Saturday

TSPSC QUESTION PAPER LEAK

Minister faults Oppn for
cheap politicking

Atmeeya
Sammelan
cancelled due to
BRS leader's death 

SHE team picks up
10 eve-teasers
from Zoo park area 

Regularisation of
govt land: Poor
told to apply
before April 30

Don’t cut power supply to
govt schools for bill recovery

“Construction work

and land acquisition

for the underpass from

the industrial area of

Sanat Nagar to Bala

Nagar Square and

expansion of the

Fateh Nagar Flyover

will greatly reduce

traffic problem in that

area.”

DC asks officials to make Arogya
Mahila programme success 
PNS n SANGAREDDY

District Collector Dr A Sharat
has called upon the officials
of the District Medical and
Health, Rural Development,
MEPMA and Women and
Child Welfare Department to
ensure that all women in the
district derive benefit under
Arogya Mahila programme. 

Addressing the officials at
a meeting held at his camp
office here on Saturday, he
asked them to make the
Arogya Mahila programme a
grand success. 

He said the government
established four Arogya
Mahila Health centres at
Jharasangam, RC Puram,
Bilalpur and Jinnaram to
make women completely
healthy and asked the officials
to give wide publicity to the
programme. The women's
health centre conduct eight
types of diagnostic tests and

provide necessary treatment. 
He asked the officials to

deploy SHG women, ANMs,
ASHA workers, Anganwadi
teachers, supervisors in edu-
cating women. He asked the
rural development and
women and health welfare
department officials to have
an agenda to implement
Arogya Mahila programme
to bring SHG women to the
health centers. 

The Collector asked the
medical officials to conduct
and outpatient department
for Arogya Mahila and doc-
ument all details for every
case referred.  They were
asked to follow up each and
every case.

State govt has no moral
right to sell lands: Bhatti 

CLP leader Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka speaking to the media at Nennel in
Mancherial district on Saturday

Modi ko hatao–Desh
ko bachao: OBC meet

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Union
Ministry of
Education on
F r i d a y
appointed Prof
A Ravinder
Nath, Dean,

Faculty of Technology,
Osmania University,
Hyderabad, as the Vice
Chancellor of Central
University of Kashmir (CUK)
for a period of five years.

As per an order, the
appointment has been made as
per Statute 2 of Central
Universities Act, 2009. "The
appointment has been made
for a term of five years from
the date on which he enters
upon his office, or until he
attains the age of seventy
years, whichever is earlier," the
order reads.As per the order,
the terms and conditions of
the services of Prof A Ravinder
Nath as the Vice Chancellor of
the Central University of
Kashmir will be those as set
forth in the Act, Statutes and
Ordinances of the University.

OU Dean Ravinder
Nath appointed VC of
University of Kashmir

Stating that Modi is

not an OBC, TJS

leader Prof. PL

Vishweshwar Rao

said that Modi was

ruling the nation with

a dictatorial mindset 

DISQUALIFICATION OF RAHUL

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Congress party senior
leader and former Rajya
Sabha member KVP
Ramachandra Rao has
slammed the Jagan Mohan
Reddy-led YSRCP for not
opposing the disqualifica-
tion of Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi from Lok Sabha.

Addressing a meet-the-
press programme at the
Vijayawada Press Club on
Saturday, KVP said that

the YSRCP is maintaining
closeness with the BJP due
to ‘special circumstances’
and he did not know what
they were.  

“The YSRCP has neither
condemned the disqualifi-
cation of Rahul Gandhi
from Lok Sabha nor
opposed it,” KVP said,
regretting that there are
25 Lok Sabha members
and 11 Rajya Sabha mem-
bers of YSRCP and TDP
but none of them opposed

the disqualification in the
Parliament.

KVP also lashed out at

the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) chief and former
chief minister N

Chandrababu Naidu for
maintaining silence on
Rahul Gandhi’s disqualifica-
tion from Lok Sabha. He
recalled that Rahul Gandhi
extended support to Naidu
when he embarked on
Dharma Porata Deeksha in
Delhi against Narendra
Modi for not granting the
SCS to AP.

Naidu is fighting against
the anti-people policies of
the YSRCP-led government
in AP, and on the same

lines, Naidu should go to
Delhi and join the opposi-
tion parties to oppose the
disqualification, KVP said. 

"Disquali f icat ion of
Rahul Gandhi is not his
personal issue. It is a mat-
ter of national concern as
such acts will be detrimen-
tal to democracy," he said
and called upon all democ-
rats and secular parties to
be united to oppose the
BJP-led Centre’s 'anti-peo-
ple' policies.

KVP faults YSRCP, TDP for maintaining silence



HYDERABAD | SUNDAY | APRIL 2, 2023 nation 05

INDIA CORNER

PNS n NEW DELHI

A survey has shown a "high-
level" of public support for cer-
tain forms of government sur-
veillance like through CCTV
cameras even as the poor and
groups such as Dalits and
Muslims have the "least" trust
in the police.

Surveyors from NGO
Common Cause and the
Lokniti programme of the
Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies spoke to
a total of 9,779 individuals in
12 states and Union Territories
before they released the "Status
of Policing in India Report
2023: Surveillance and the
Question of Privacy" on Friday

in the national capital.
"The study also involved

focus group discussions with
domain experts, in-depth inter-
views with serving police offi-
cials, and an analysis of media
coverage of surveillance-relat-
ed issues," according to a state-
ment.

The findings of the survey,
according to the statement,
indicate a "high-level of public
support for certain forms of
government surveillance, but
also a lack of public awareness
regarding critical issues such as
the Pegasus scandal and the
Puttaswamy case."

While the Pegasus refers to
the alleged usage of military
grade spyware for surveillance,

the judgment in the
Puttaswamy case formally
recognised right to privacy as
a fundamental right.

The survey report states that
the support for any form of sur-

veillance is "directly propor-
tional" to the respondent's
socio-economic status, i.e. the
richer the respondent the more
the support, the survey found.

The poor, Adivasis, Dalits,

and Muslims trust the police
the least, it found.

Some of the key findings of
the survey state that "only one
in four people strongly feel that
CCTVs carry a risk of illegal
mass surveillance."

"Nearly three out of four
people strongly believe that
CCTVs help monitor and
reduce crimes," it said.

The survey found, according
to the press statement, that
about half of the respondents
supported the collection of
biometric details of suspects
while Adivasis and Muslims
were "most critical" of the
police collecting biometric
details of all suspects.

More than one out of two

people strongly support the use
of drones by the armed forces,
government, and police.
However, farmers and the
poorest are most likely to
oppose drone usage by govern-
ment agencies, the survey
found.

"One out of two people fully
support the use of FRT (facial
recognition technology) by the
government, and police. People
are four times more likely to
strongly support the use of FRT
by government agencies, com-
pared to its use by private
entities," the survey found.

Nearly two out of three
respondents believe that polit-
ical parties surveil citizens for
electoral gains, it said.

People support some forms of govt surveillance: survey

PNS n AIZAWL

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday appealed to
the remaining active militants
of the Northeast to join the
mainstream.

Addressing a rally in Aizawl
after virtually inaugurating
and laying the foundation
stone for 11 projects worth Rs
2,414 crore, he asserted that the
establishment of peace in
Mizoram is an example of the
victory of Indian democracy.

"I appeal to the few remain-
ing active militant organisa-
tions in the Northeast to return
to the mainstream, become a
part of the democratic process
and contribute to the develop-
ment of the region and the
country as a whole," he said.

"Peace has been established
in Mizoram, which had faced
insurgency. 

This is an unprecedented
example of the victory of
India's democracy," he said.

Shah inaugurated the new
Assam Rifles battalion head-
quarters complex in the state.

He said that the Northeast

was suffering from insurgen-
cies, lack of rail, road and air
connectivity and there was
"no trace of development"
when the Modi government
came to power at the Centre in
2014.

"In the last nine years, we
have succeeded in bringing
peace in Northeast, improved
connectivity and brought the
region at par with other parts
of the country in terms of
development," Shah said.

Noting that the Centre is
dedicated to the development

of the Northeast, he said the
Modi government has
increased budget allocation
for the region by 276 per cent.

"The Union government is
working towards connecting
the state capitals of all the eight
states with rail, road and air
connectivity by 2025 with a
project outlay of Rs 1,76,000
crore," he said.

The Union home minister
said that since 2014, incidents
of violence in the Northeast
have dipped by 67 per cent,
while deaths of security forces

have reduced by 60 per cent
and civilian deaths have gone
down by 83 per cent.

"Around 8,000 militants in
the region have surrendered
since 2014. We have signed a
peace agreement with NLFT in
Tripura in 2019, rehabilitated
37,000 Brus in Tripura, and
brought peace in Assam by
signing the Bodo Accord in
2020 and a peace agreement in
Karbi Anglong in 2022. Also,
there has been a 70 per cent
reduction of areas under the
jurisdiction of the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act,
1958," he said.

Noting that Mizoram's econ-
omy grew by 12.15 per cent in
the last decade, especially
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Zoramthanga, Shah
said the Centre will explore
possibilities of investment in
the tourism, bamboo and solar
energy sectors in the state.

He said the Kaladan multi-
modal transit transport project
will connect Mizoram with
Myanmar and bring about
economic growth in the north-
eastern state.

Shah appeals to Northeast
militants to join mainstream PNS n NEW DELHI

Jails are overcrowded and their
living conditions appalling and
the courts should ensure that
trials, especially in cases where
special laws enact stringent
provisions, are taken up and
concluded speedily, the
Supreme Court has said.

The top court said if the tri-
als are not concluded in time,
the injustice wrecked on the
individual is immeasurable.

A bench of Justices S
Ravindra Bhat and Dipankar
Datta made the observation
while enlarging a man accused
under the the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
Act on bail.

"Incarceration has further
deleterious effects, where the
accused belongs to the weak-
est economic strata: immedi-
ate loss of livelihood, and in
several cases, scattering of
families as well as loss of fam-
ily bonds and alienation from
society.

"The courts, therefore, have
to be sensitive to these aspects,
and ensure that trials, especial-
ly in cases where special laws
enact stringent provisions, are
taken up and concluded speed-

ily," the bench said.
The apex court said laws

which impose stringent condi-
tions for grant of bail, may be
necessary in public interest;
yet, if trials are not concluded
in time, the injustice wrecked
on the individual is immeasur-
able.

"Jails are overcrowded and
their living conditions, more
often than not, appalling.
According to the Union Home
Ministry's response to
Parliament, the National
Crime Records Bureau had
recorded that as on December

31, 2021, over 5,54,034 prison-
ers were lodged in jails against
a total capacity of 4,25,069
lakhs in the country. Of these
122,852 were convicts; the rest
4,27,165 were undertrials," the
bench said.

The top court, while order-
ing release of the man on bail,
said he has been in custody for
over seven years and four
months.

The progress of the trial has
been at a snail's pace as 30 wit-
nesses have been examined,
whereas 34 more have to be
examined, it said.

PNS n AURANGABAD

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, for-
merly Aurangabad, in
Maharashtra will be at the cen-
tre of the state's political action
on Sunday with a rally by the
Maha Vikas Aghadi as well as the
Savarkar Gaurav Yatra being
organised by the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party, both events coming
just days after Marathwada's
largest city saw rioting and arson.

A top police official said secu-
rity arrangements were in place
to ensure both events pass off
without any untoward
incident.The intervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday saw
rioting and arson in the city's
Kiradpura area amid Ram
Navami, leaving one person
dead, several policemen injured
and property, including vehicles,
damaged and gutted. The MVA
rally will be held on Sunday
evening at Marathwada
Sanskrutik Mandal ground, with
speakers being led by Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray,
senior Nationalist Congress Party
leader Ajit Pawar and
Maharashtra Congress presi-
dent Nana Patole.

PNS n CHENNAI/KOTTAYAM

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin on Saturday urged
secular, democratic forces to
work hard with unity for the
social justice-led ideology of
reformist leader Periyar E V
Ramasamy to win and take on
the right wing.

The historic Vaikom
struggle for social
justice and against
untouchability was
the nation's pio-
neering move-
ment that inspired
the whole country,
Stalin said in his
address at the cente-
nary celebrations of Vaikom
Sathyagraha (1924-25).

The Vaikom struggle also
inspired Dr BR Ambedkar to
take forward his "Mahar
protest" and in Tamil Nadu, it
galvanized the temple entry
movement.

The Tamil Nadu Chief
Minsiter recalled the revolu-
tionary movements of Kerala
and Tamil Nadu and listed leg-
endary leaders including Sri
Narayana Guru, Ayyan Kali,

TK Madhavan, Ramalinga
Adigalar, Ayya Vaikundar,
Ayothidasar, and Periyar.

Tracing the epic 1924
Vaikom movement, he said
Periyar led the protest as all the
Kerala leaders were arrested.
He mobilised people and cre-
ated awareness among them

and he was jailed.
Though other par-
ticipants of the

struggle were treat-
ed as political pris-
oners, Periyar was
treated badly and
he was shackled

and imprisoned for
74 days and he devot-

ed 141 days for the
Vaikom satyagraha.

Periyar belongs to the whole
world and his ideology is
common to all the people and
the entire world, Stalin said.

Humanism, self-respect,
rationality, socialism, equal-
ity, non-discrimination based
on blood or gender, self devel-
opment, women empower-
ment, social justice, secular
politics and scientific temper
is the core of Periyarism, he
added.

PNS n BHOPAL

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday flagged off
the Bhopal-Delhi Vande
Bharat Express train.

The semi-high speed train
was flagged off from Rani
Kamalapati railway station in
Bhopal city in the afternoon in
the presence of Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Madhya Pradesh Governor
Mangu Bhai Patel and Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan.

Modi, while addressing the
gathering after flagging off
the premium service, said the
aim of his government was to
transform the railway sector
and make travel convenient for
citizens.

Onboard the train, the PM
interacted with more than 300
schoolchildren who were
selected through a drawing
and essay competition on the
theme 'Bharatiya Rail', officials
said.

Modi also spoke to staff

onboard the train, the officials
said. A huge crowd had assem-
bled on platform number two
of the sprawling station to
witness the Vande Bharat
Express flagging off ceremony,
which took place on the
adjoining platform number
one.

This is the 11th Vande
Bharat Express service on the
Indian Railway network and
will run on all days except
Saturday.

It will depart from Rani
Kamalapati station at 5:40am
and reach Hazrat Nizamuddin

station at 1:10pm.
The Delhi-Bhopal leg of the

train will start at 2:40pm, offi-
cials said.

The train is scheduled to
halt at Gwalior and Agra
enroute, they added.

The state-of-the-art semi-
high speed train has an intel-
ligent regenerative braking
mechanism that would save up
to 30 per cent electricity, fully
sealed gangways and inter-
connecting doors for dust-
free environment as well as an
improved air-conditioning sys-
tem.

PNS n MUMBAI

Remarriage of a widow can-
not be a reason to deny com-
pensation to her under the
Motor Vehicles Act for the
death of her husband in a
road accident, the Bombay
High Court has said while
dismissing an insurance
company's petition.

Iffco Tokio General
Insurance Company had
filed the petition in the high
court, challenging the order
of a Motor Accidents Claim
Tribunal (MACT), which
had directed the company to
pay compensation to the
woman, whose husband was
killed in a road accident in
2010.

A single-judge bench of
Justice S G Dige on March 3
decided the appeal of the
insurance company. Its
detailed order was made
available recently.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Minister Bhupender
Yadav Saturday slammed the
Congress for protesting the
decision to forward the Forest
(Conservation) Amendment
Bill, 2023 to a joint committee,
saying it is involved in a "nefar-
ious project" to create doubts
in people's minds about all
democratic institutions and
processes.

The environment minister
also tweeted a short video list-
ing bills that he claimed were
referred to joint committees
during the Congress rule.

"Jairam Ramesh says refer-
ring the Forest Conservation
Amendment Bill to a Joint
Committee is 'devaluation and
denigration' of processes. Will
serve him well to take a hard
look at how many Bills intro-
duced in Lok Sabha & Rajya
Sabha were sent by Cong govts

to the Joint Committee (sic),"
Yadav tweeted.

"The Congress is involved in
a nefarious project to create
doubts in the minds of people
regarding all democratic insti-
tutions and democratic
processes. They are doing this
in India and also on foreign
soil. This is a dangerous trend
and must stop," he said, in an
apparent reference to former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi's
lecture last month at the UK's
Cambridge University that
stoked a controversy.

PNS n AMROHA

Union Minister Jitendra Singh
on Saturday urged representa-
tives of the Panchayati Raj
Institution to take Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's wel-
fare schemes to the last mile.

Presiding over a meeting of
PRI representatives from
Amroha district in Uttar
Pradesh, he said they can be the
most important messengers of
Prime Minister Modi's people-
centric initiatives and pro-
grammes as they are directly in
touch with the grassroot people.

"Panchayats are continuous-
ly being empowered under
Modi," said Singh, the Minister
of State for Personnel.The min-

ister said the PRI representatives
being elected representatives,
know who are the most needy
among the lowest strata of the
society and can ensure that the
benefits reach them without any
vote bank consideration.

He said Modi symbolises
grassroot level democracy
which is liberated from any
dynasty politics as he himself
has risen from the grassroots.

The minister said the prime
minister's faith in PRIs and
grassroot level democracy is evi-
dent from the fact that after 70
years, it was due to his interven-
tion that Jammu and Kashmir
district development council
(DDC) elections were held for
the first time.

NIA arrests two suppliers of
explosives, detonators in WB 

T
he National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has
arrested two alleged

suppliers of explosives and
detonators in West Bengal,
an official said on Saturday.
Merazuddin Ali Khan of
Bokaro and Mir Mohd
Nuruzzaman of Birbhum
were arrested from Raniganj
and Kolkata during raids on
Friday as part of the

agency's investigation into a case registered last year, a
spokesperson of the federal agency said. In June 2022, an SUV
was intercepted by the Special Task Force (STF) Kolkata and it was
found transporting around 81,000 electric detonators.
Ashis Keora, the driver of the vehicle, was arrested and his
questioning led the police to a stash of illegally stored explosives,
including 27,000 kg of ammonium nitrate, 1,625 kg of gelatine
sticks and 2,325 more electric detonators, the spokesperson said.
The official said the case was initially registered at Md Bazar Police
Station in Birbhum and was taken over by the NIA in September
last year. The agency made the first arrest in the case -- Rintu Sk --
in January this year. "Nuruzzaman had supplied 27,000 kg
ammonium nitrate to Rintu while Khan had supplied electric
detonators and gelatine sticks to him," the spokesperson said.

Chicken is treated as animal
under law: Guj Govt tells HC

C
hicken and other
varieties of poultry birds
fall in the `animal'

category under the Food
Safety and Standards Act,
the Gujarat Government told
the High Court on Friday.
It prompted senior lawyer
Percy Kavina, who is
representing chicken shops
which have faced action for
violation of rules, to say that

in that case poultry shops will have to engage veterinary doctors to
comply fully with law. In January, two NGOs filed a PIL in the High
Court seeking a ban on supply of poultry birds to meat shops
contending that birds were illegally slaughtered in these
establishments instead of being sent to slaughterhouses. The HC
then directed the authorities to take action against unlicensed meat
shops. Civic bodies across the state raided meat shops and issued
closure notices to several of them for violation of rules. Several
chicken shops were also shut during this drive. The owners of
these sealed meat shops and chicken shops approached the High
Court for relief. The bench of Justice NV Anjaria and Justice Niral
Mehta was hearing these civil applications. During the hearing on
these applications on Friday, Government Pleader Manisha
Lavkumar said the definition of `animal' under the Act also includes
poultry. Fish is not included because they are not "slaughtered" but
only taken out of water, the lawyer said.

Teen detained for 3 yrs of
rehabilitation under POCSO Act

T
he juvenile justice
board has detained a
17-year-old boy for

three years of rehabilitation
in a case under the POCSO
act, police said on
Saturday. In 2019, the
juvenile allegedly raped a
four-year-old girl at a
daycare centre run by his
mother. According to the
police, the incident came to
light when the girl's mother

was teaching her about good touch and bad touch. The minor
revealed that the boy used to undress her first before sexually
assaulting her at the centre, where her parents dropped her off
daily in the morning and picked her up in the evening. After
learning about the incident, her father moved to the police and filed
a complaint. In June 2019 when the boy was detained after an FIR
was registered under sections 6,8,12 of the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act at sector 9 A police station. He
was produced before the juvenile justice board and was sent to a
correction home in Faridabad.The girl was then sent to the child
welfare committee (CWC) for counselling and child welfare services
(CWS) has also issued a notice to the daycare centre owner, the
boy's mother, to join the investigation. On March 29, the juvenile
justice board decided the case and detained the teenager for 3
years of rehabilitation.

PM flags off Bhopal-Delhi
Vande Bharat Express 

Stalin bats for unity to
take on right wing forces

CENTRAL MINISTER ON FOREST AMENDMENT BILL

Cong creating doubts in minds of people
Modi govt weakening

environment: Congress

T
he Congress on Saturday
accused the government of

weakening environment and forest
laws and institutions working for
conserving environment in order
to facilitate ease of doing
business. On the 50th anniversary
of Project Tiger which was started
by the then prime minister Indira
Gandhi on this day, Congress
spokesperson Jairam Ramesh
said the legacies of both this
project and the Chipko movement
which also completed 50 years a
few days ago are under threat
from this government. "This
government is deliberately
weakening the laws and
institutions working towards forest
conservation and environment," he
told reporters. "We are against this

liberalisation and the laws should
be strictly enforced and
institutions should be
strengthened while dealing with
today's biggest challenge of
changes in the environment," he
also noted. Attacking the
government, he said, "They have a
mindset that environment laws are
against the ease of doing
business. So they want to weaken
these laws so that people do not
feel that projects are delayed
because of environment laws."
Noting that our laws say that the
project can be implemented only
after the rights of those living in
forests are given, the Congress
leader said that is why Adani
project in Jharkhand is being
opposed by our government there.

Carry Modi's welfare
schemes to last mile

JITENDRA SINGH TELLS PANCHAYATI

RAJ INSTITUTIONS

Remarriage no
ground to deny
compensation:
High Court

Courts should ensure speedy
conclusion of trials: SC

MVA rally,
BJP's Savarkar
Gaurav Yatra
today
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S
ebi has barred three
individuals from the
securities market for two

years and imposed penalty
totalling Rs 90 lakh on them in a
case pertaining to insider
trading activities in the scrip of
Zee Entertainment Enterprises
Ltd (ZEEL). The three individuals
banned by the regulator -- Bijal
Shah, Gopal Ritolia and Jatin
Chawla -- have also been

directed to pay the fine within 45 days. In addition, Ritolia and
Chawla have been directed to disgorge illegal gains to the tune
of Rs 7.52 crore and Rs 2.09 crore respectively along with
interest, the regulator said in its 152-page final order on Friday.
The case relates to insider trading activities by certain entities
in the scrip of ZEEL, while in possession of unpublished price
sensitive information (UPSI) pertaining to audited financial
results of the media company for the quarter ended June 30,
2020 as well as launch of ZEEPLEX by the company on
September 1, 2020. 

Royal Enfield total sales up
7% at 72,235 units in March

M
otorcycle maker
Royal Enfield on
Saturday reported a

7 per cent growth in total
sales at 72,235 units in
March, as compared to
67,677 units in the same
month last year. Domestic
sales were at 59,884 units
in the month under review,
as against 58,477 units in

the year-ago month, a growth of 2 per cent, the company said in a
statement. Exports grew 34 per cent last month at 12,351 units, as
compared to 9,200 months in March 2022. For the fiscal 2022-23,
Royal Enfield said it posted a 39 per cent growth with a record total
sales of 8,34,895 motorcycles. The company's sales stood at
6,02,268 units in FY22. Exports were also at record high at 1,00,055
units in FY23, as compared to 81,032 units in FY22, up 23 per cent.
Royal Enfield CEO B Govindarajan said it was a remarkable year for
the company achieving new heights in sales and market share, and
crossed 1,00,000 international volumes for the first time. "Our
motorcycles, like the Hunter 350 and Super Meteor 650, have
exceeded expectations and attracted new customers into our fold," he
said, adding the Hunter 350 clocked over a lakh sales within six
months of its launch.

M
ahanadi Coalfields
Limited (MCL) on
Saturday said the

company has registered a
record 193.3 million tons
of coal production during
the 2022-23 financial year.
The MCL also posted the
highest ever 192.7 million
ton coal despatch to
consumers, Chairman-

cum-Managing Director Om Prakash Singh, said while addressing
the AGM here. "The MCL registered a growth of 15 per cent for the
financial year 2023-23, while coal despatch showed nine per cent
growth over the previous financial year 2021-22," Singh said. The
company has achieved all its targets much ahead of schedule and
has helped Coal India surpass its target of 700 million tons set for
the financial year 2022-23, the CMD said. He said 97 per cent of total
production of MCL was through eco-friendly equipment surface
miners. He said that the coal despatch to the power sector also
increased from 127.12 million tons 2,922 to 148.8 million tons in
2022-23 with a growth of 17 per cent.  Strengthening its business
activities, the company made Capital Expenditure (CapEx) of Rs
3,850 crore during the financial year 2022-23, he said adding that
MCL enjoys being the top company in Odisha contributing under
CSR.

MONEY MATTERS

Sebi bans 3 individuals from
securities mkt for 2 years

MCL reaches new high in coal
production, despatch

PNS n NEW DELHI

The government's total liabil-
ities rose to Rs 150.95 lakh
crore in December quarter
from Rs 147.19 lakh crore in
the three months ended
September 2022, according to
the latest public debt manage-
ment report.

The increase reflects a quar-
ter-on-quarter increase of 2.6
per cent in October-December
2022-23.

In absolute terms, the total
liabilities, including liabilities
under the 'Public Account' of
the government, jumped to Rs
1,50,95,970.8 crore at the end
of December 2022.

As of September 30, the
total liabilities stood at Rs
1,47,19,572.2 crore.

The report released by the
finance ministry on Saturday
said public debt accounted
for 89 per cent of the total out-
standing liabilities in
December quarter, compared
to 89.1 per cent at the end of

September. Nearly 28.29 per
cent of the outstanding dated
securities had a residual matu-
rity of less than 5 years.

During Q3 of FY23, it said,
the Centre raised an amount
worth Rs 3,51,000 crore
through dated securities, as
against notified amount of Rs
3,18,000 crore in the borrow-
ing calendar.

During the quarter an
amount of Rs 85,377.9 crore
due for redemption was repaid
on maturity date, it said.

Weighted average yield of
primary issuances hardened to
7.38 per cent in Q3 FY23, from
7.33 per cent in Q2 of FY23,
it added.

PNS n NEW DELHI

GST collection grew 13 per
cent in March to Rs 1.60 lakh
crore the second highest mop-
up since the rollout of the indi-
rect tax regime.

The return filing during
March 2023 has been the high-
est ever.

Gross GST revenue collect-
ed in March 2023 is Rs 1,60,122
crore, of which Central GST is
Rs 29,546 crore, State GST is Rs
37,314 crore, Integrated GST is
Rs 82,907 crore (including Rs
42,503 crore collected on
import of goods) and cess is Rs
10,355 crore, the finance min-
istry said in a statement.

The total gross collection for
full 2022-23 fiscal stands at Rs
18.10 lakh crore, 22 per cent

higher than the previous year.
The average gross monthly
collection for the full year is Rs
1.51 lakh crore.

It is for the fourth time in the
just gone by financial year
that the gross GST collection
has crossed Rs 1.5 lakh crore-
mark, registering the second

highest collection in March
since the implementation of
GST.

Last month also witnessed
the highest IGST collection
ever, the ministry said.

In April last year, GST col-
lection had touched a record
high of Rs 1.68 lakh crore.

Revenue for the month of
March 2023 is 13 per cent
higher than the GST revenue
in the same month last year, the
ministry said.

During the month, revenue
from import of goods was 8 per
cent higher and revenue from
domestic transaction (includ-
ing import of services) is 14 per
cent higher than the revenue
from these sources during the
same month last year.

The return filing during
March 2023 has been the high-
est ever. 93.2 per cent of state-
ment of invoices (in GSTR-1)
and 91.4 per cent of returns (in
GSTR-3B) of February were
filed till March 2023 as com-
pared to 83.1 per cent and 84.7
per cent, respectively a year
ago.

GST mop-up rises 13% to
Rs 1.60 lakh cr in March
m Second highest collection ever

Govt's total liabilities rise
2.6% to Rs 150.95L cr

PNS n KOLKATA

Emergence of small tea grow-
ers (STGs) has made the
country self-reliant in the
production of the beverage
and to meet domestic
requirements and exports,
Tea Board said. STGs have
also helped local economic
conditions and livelihood of
the people, the Tea Board said
in a statement.

India annually produces
nearly 1400 million kg of tea,
out of which the contribution
of STGs is more than 50 per
cent, it said. Tea exports from
India in value terms is close
to USD 800 million. It
attained a positive growth of
15 per cent in volume of
around 220 million kg in
2022, the board said.

The country is now the second
largest producer of the beverage
after China and tea industry is
one of the largest employers.

India is also the fourth
largest exporter after China,
Kenya and Sri Lanka, it
said.

Small tea
growers make
India self-reliant

PNS n NEW DELHI

To achieve saturation under
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha
Bima Yojana (PMSBY), the
Finance Ministry on Saturday
launched a three-month cam-
paign.

"A special 3 months cam-
paign has been launched by
DFS at Gram Panchayat Level
covering all districts in the
country to saturate all eligi-
ble persons under the PMJJ-
BY and PMSBY w.e.f 1st

April 2023 to the 30th June
2023,"  Department of
Financial Services (DFS) said
in a tweet.

Under the campaign,
camps are going to be organ-
ised at the Gram Panchayat

level across all districts in the
country by the banks with
active participation of the
State administration and
other Ministr ies  of
Government of India to
ensure that benefits of the

two Jan Suraksha schemes
reach the masses.

Chief Secretaries of States/
UTs, Chairman/ MD and
CEOs of Public Sector Banks
(PSBs) have been advised to
extend full support during
the campaign, an official
statement said.

Lead District Managers
(LDMs) will lead the cam-
paign in consultation with
State/ UT Level Bankers
Committees of the States/
UTs and District Magistrates/
Collectors of the Districts.
Line Ministr ies  of

Government of India have
been advised to utilise their
field functionaries for iden-
tification and mobilisation
of the Scheme beneficiaries
for enrolment, it said.

All Nodal Officers from
DFS have been instructed to
participate in the special
SLBC/ UTLBC meetings and
to undertake field visits for
monitor ing the Gram
Panchayat level saturation
campaign, it added.

The PMJJBY offers life
insurance cover of Rs 2 lakh
in case of death due to any

reason to people in the age
group of 18-50 years having
a bank or post office account,
who give their consent to join
or enable auto-debit of pre-
mium.

On the other hand, the
PMSBY offers insurance
cover of Rs 2 lakh for acci-
dental death or total perma-
nent disability and Rs 1 lakh
for partial permanent disabil-
ity to people in the age group
of 18-70 years with a bank or
post office account, who give
their consent to join or enable
auto-debit of premium.

PNS n MUMBAI

Procurement of goods and ser-
vices from Government e
Marketplace (GeM) crossed the
Rs 2 lakh crore mark in 2022-
23, witnessing participation
from women entrepreneurs,
MSMEs and startups across
the country, Union Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Saturday.

"The Rs 2 lakh crore pro-
curement by the government
within 12 months through
GeM truly reflects the think-
ing of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is very
demanding that the govern-
ment should run with the
highest level of integrity and
transparency," Goyal said.

This is evident from the
participation by all across
the country in the govern-
ment procurement cycle and
an ability of women entrepre-
neurs, startups and MSMEs
to participate in a fair and
equitable manner, Goyal told
reporters.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India's office demand has been
affected by global economic
uncertainties with gross leas-
ing of workspace falling 19 per
cent in January-March across
six major cities, according to
Colliers India.

Real estate consultant
Colliers India on Saturday
released data on the office
market, which showed that the
gross leasing fell to 10.1 million
square feet in January-March

from 12.5 million square feet
in the corresponding period of
the previous year.

New supply declined 34 per
cent during January-March to
9.5 million square feet from
14.4 million square feet in the
year-ago period. Gross leasing
does not include lease
renewals, pre-commitments
and deals where only a letter of
Intent has been signed.

Colliers India said that the
leasing of office space has fall-
en due to "delayed decision-

making by occupiers amidst
continued economic uncer-
tainties".

Bengaluru and Delhi-NCR
accounted for half of the total
leasing during the first quarter
of this calendar year.

As per the data, the gross
leasing of office space in
Bengaluru fell 20 per cent to
3.2 million square feet in
January-March from 4 million
square feet.In Chennai, the
leasing rose 7 per cent to 1.6
million square feet from 1.5
million square feet.

Delhi-NCR saw an 18 per
cent rise in the absorption of
office demand to 2.2 million
square feet from 1.9 million
square feet.

The demand for office space
in Hyderabad fell 30 per cent
to 1.3 million square feet from
1.8 million square feet.

Office leasing in Mumbai
fell 19 per cent to 1 million
square feet from 1.2 million
square feet.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Automaker Kia India on
Saturday said its sales wholesales
declined by 5 per cent to 21,501
units last month, as compared
to 22,622 units in March 2022.

The company dispatched
8,677 units of Sonet, 6,554
units of Seltos, and 6,102 units
of Carens last month to deal-
ers. For the 2022-23 fiscal, the
automaker sold 2,69,229 units,
a growth of 44 per cent over
1,86,787 units in 2021-22.

"Our focus on offering futur-
istic design, combined with
cutting-edge technology, has
helped us in winning the Indian
market and new-age customers
alike. "With additional features
and improvements in engine
and transmission combinations
in RDE-compliant vehicles, we
are confident that we will con-
tinue our winning spree," Kia
India VP and Head of Sales &
Marketing Hardeep Singh Brar
said in a statement.

Kia India
sales dip 5%
in March

A special 3 months campaign
has been launched by DFS at
Gram Panchayat Level
covering all districts in the
country to saturate all eligible
persons under the PMJJBY
and PMSBY w.e.f 1st April
2023 to the 30th June 2023

PNS n MUMBAI

Financial frauds cause
"tremendous impairment" to
the economy and hamper the
overall growth of the country,
a special court here observed
while convicting three bankers
in a 19-year-old case of fraud.

Special CBI judge D P
Singade found three officials
of Dena Bank, Srikant Padale
(51), Vijaya Nair (46) and V
Radhakrishnan (61) guilty of
charges under the Prevention
of Corruption Act and Indian
Penal Code.

The order passed on March
30 was made available on

Saturday. Apart from the trio,
the court also found one Nargis

Diventry (49) guilty in the case
and sentenced all the accused
to two years of rigorous impris-
onment. According to the pros-
ecution, the accused officials
had entered into a criminal
conspiracy with private persons
to cheat and cause wrongful loss
to Dena Bank's Kalbadevi
Branch in 2003, here.

The accused had favoured
some private parties for grant
of credit facilities and the
bank had lost Rs 2.35 crore in
the fraud, it said.

The court held that the
prosecution has fairly sub-

stantiated the charges against
the accused beyond reasonable
doubt. There cannot be two
opinions on a proposition that
bank money is public money,
it said, adding that these crimes
are more heinous in nature, as
they intend to destroy the
economic fabric and financial
edifice of the state.

"Such offences are occurring
in plenty and have resulted in
stultifying overall growth of
the nation and have also
caused tremendous impair-
ment to the economy of the
nation," it stated.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Realty firm Godrej Properties
has acquired a 4-acre land
parcel in Pune to build a lux-
ury housing project with an
estimated revenue potential
of Rs 1,000 crore.

In a regulatory filing on
Saturday, Godrej Properties
informed that it has acquired
around 4-acre land parcel near
Korgaon Park in Pune.

The development on this
land will primarily be a luxu-
ry housing project.

"The project will have a

developable potential of
approximately 7.5 lakh square
feet with an estimated revenue
potential of approximately Rs
1,000 crore," the company said.

The company, however, did
not disclose the financial
details of the transaction.

Gaurav Pandey, the MD
and CEO of Godrej Properties,
said the demand for luxury
homes has remained strong
over the past few years. "This
will be our first luxury devel-
opment in the city...," he said.
Godrej Properties, the real
estate arm of Godrej Group, is
one of the leading real estate
developers in the country.

It mainly focuses on devel-
opment of housing projects in
four key cities -- Delhi-NCR,
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), Pune and
Bengaluru.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Maruti Suzuki, Hyundai and
Tata Motors reported their high-
est-ever dispatches to dealers last
fiscal, enabling the domestic
passenger vehicle industry to log
in best-ever performance to
date.

The country's largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki India
reported its highest whole-
sales to date at 19,66,164
units, up 19 per cent from
16,52,653 units in 2021-22.

Its domestic dispatches
rose to 17,06,831 units in
2022-23, up 21 per cent from
14,14,277 units in 2021-22 fis-
cal. Hyundai Motor India said
its overall wholesales last fis-
cal were the highest ever
since commencing opera-
tions in the country. The

automaker dispatched 7,20,565
units to dealers last fiscal, up 18
per cent from 6,10,760 units in
2021-22. Its domestic dispatch-
es rose to 5,67,546 units last fis-
cal, up 18 per cent from 4,81,500
units in the 2021-22 financial
year.

Godrej Properties buys 4-acre land
in Pune for housing project

PNS n NEW DELHI

India and Malaysia can now
use the Indian rupee to set-
tle trade in addition to other
currencies, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said
on Saturday.

The move follows the deci-
sion by the Reserve Bank of
India in July last year to
allow settlement of interna-
tional trade in Indian curren-
cy.

"Trade between India and
Malaysia can now be settled
in Indian Rupee (INR) in
addition to the current modes
of settlement in other curren-
cies," the MEA said.

"This follows the decision
by the Reserve Bank of India
in July 2022 to allow settle-
ment of international trade in
Indian Rupee," it said in a
statement. The MEA said the
RBI's initiative is aimed at
facilitating the growth of trade
and supporting the interests
of the global trading commu-
nity in the Indian rupee.

India, Malaysia
can now trade
in Indian rupee

PNS n NEW DELHI

Leading cement maker
UltraTech's consolidated sales
rose by 12.4 per cent to 105.7
million tonnes (MT) in FY2022-
23, Aditya Birla group firm said
in a regulatory filing on Saturday.
The company produced 94 MT
of cement in FY22.

Its total sales volume in the
domestic market also crossed
100 MT for the financial year
that ended on March 31, 2023. 

UltraTech's total sales volume
for the India market in FY23 was
at 101.7 MT, up 13.63 per cent
compared to 89.5 MT a year ago.
"We are pleased to inform the

company has achieved 100 mil-
lion tonnes of production,
despatches and sales in FY23,"
it said. Its grey cement produc-
tion in the domestic market was
at 100.1 MT in FY23, reporting
13.75 per cent growth while its
white cement production was
1.5 MT, up 11 per cent.

UltraTech's overseas produc-
tion, mainly grey cement was 4.4
MT in FY23. For the fourth quar-
ter that ended on March 31, 2023,
UltraTech's total consolidated sales
volume was at 31.7 MT and its India
volume was at 30.5 MT. UltraTech
has a consolidated capacity of
132.35 million tonnes per annum
(MTPA) of grey cement.

Ultra Tech Cement FY23 production
up 12.4% to 105.7 mn tn

‘More and more
vendors should
onboard GeM’

Global uncertainties hit office
demand, gross leasing down
19 pc 

3-month finmin drive to boost micro-insurance schemes 

‘Financial frauds hamper country's overall growth’

Maruti Suzuki, Hyundai, Tata
Motors excel in wholesales
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“Reflecting on where I
came from helps me to
appreciate and balance

what I have now”
— Meghan Markle

D
onald Trump’s unprecedented
indictment comes as the Republican
faces other legal investigations and
launches a bid to return to the White
House in 2024.

The indictment will test the Republican Party
already divided over whether to support Trump
next year, in part due to his efforts to undermine
his 2020 election loss.

Trump has denied any wrongdoing and
accuses prosecutors of engaging in a politically
motivated “witch hunt” to damage his campaign.

Here’s a look at the hush money case, the
grand jury investigation and possible
ramifications for Trump’s presidential campaign:

WHAT’S THIS CASE ABOUT?
The grand jury spent weeks meeting in secret

to probe Trump’s involvement in a $130,000
payment made in 2016 to the porn actor Stormy
Daniels to keep her from going public about a
sexual encounter she said she had with him years
earlier. Trump lawyer Michael Cohen paid
Daniels, whose real name is Stephanie Clifford,
through a shell company before being
reimbursed by Trump, whose company, the
Trump Organisation, logged the reimbursements
as legal expenses.

Earlier in 2016, Cohen also arranged for
former Playboy model Karen McDougal to be
paid $150,000 by the publisher of the
supermarket tabloid The National Enquirer,
which then squelched her story in a
journalistically dubious practice known as “catch
and kill.”

Trump denies having sex with either woman.
Trump’s company “grossed up” Cohen’s

reimbursement for the Daniels payment to
defray tax payments, according to federal
prosecutors who filed criminal charges against
the lawyer in connection with the payments in
2018. In all, Cohen got $360,000 plus a $60,000
bonus, for a total of $420,000.

Cohen pleaded guilty to violating federal
campaign finance law in connection with the
payments. Federal prosecutors say the payments
amounted to illegal, unreported assistance to
Trump’s campaign. But they declined to file
charges against Trump himself.

WHAT ARE THE CHARGES?
The indictment has not yet been unsealed, so

it’s not totally clear.
Some experts have said they believe Trump

could be charged with falsifying business
records, which can be a misdemeanor or a felony
under New York law. To secure a conviction on
the felony charge, prosecutors would have to
prove that records were falsified with the
intention of committing or concealing a second
crime. It’s not clear what prosecutors may allege
as the second crime.

WHAT HAS TRUMP’S LAWYER SAID?
Trump’s lawyer, Joe Tacopina, said Thursday

that the former president didn’t commit any
crime and vowed to “vigorously fight this
political prosecution in court.”

Tacopina has accused prosecutors of
“distorting laws” to try to take down the former
president. He has described Trump as a victim of
extortion who had to pay the money because the
allegations were going to be embarrassing to him
“regardless of the campaign.”

“He made this with personal funds to prevent
something from coming out — false, but
embarrassing to himself, his family, his young
son. That’s not a campaign finance violation, not
by any stretch,” Tacopina said on ABC’s ‘Good
Morning America’ before the indictment.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Law enforcement officials have been making

security preparations for days for the possibility
of an indictment and a court appearance by the
president.

Trump was expected to surrender to
authorities next week, though details were still
being worked out, according to a person familiar
with the matter who was not authorized to
discuss a matter that remained under seal.

WHAT’S THIS GRAND JURY AND WHO TESTIFIED?
A grand jury is made up of people drawn

from the community, similar to a trial jury. But
unlike juries that hear trials, grand juries don’t
decide whether someone is guilty or innocent.
They only decide whether there is sufficient
evidence for someone to be charged.

Proceedings are closed to the public,
including the media. New York grand juries have
23 people. At least 16 must be present to hear
evidence or deliberate and 12 have to agree there
is enough evidence in order to issue an
indictment.

David Pecker, a longtime Trump friend and
the former chief executive of the parent company
of The National Enquirer, returned to the
courthouse this week where the grand jury was
meeting.

Pecker’s company, American Media Inc.,
secretly assisted Trump’s campaign by paying
$150,000 to McDougal in August 2016 for the
rights to her story about an alleged affair with
Trump. The company then suppressed

McDougal’s story until after the
election.

The grand jury also heard from
Cohen, as well as Robert Costello, who
was once a legal adviser to Cohen.

The men have since had a falling out,
and Costello indicated he has information he
believes undercuts Cohen’s credibility and
contradicts his incriminating statements about
Trump. Costello testified at the invitation of
prosecutors, presumably as a way to ensure
that the grand jury had an opportunity to
consider any testimony or evidence that
might weaken the case for moving forward
with an indictment.

Trump was also invited to testify, but
didn’t.

WHAT ARE THE POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS
FOR TRUMP?

Neither the indictment itself nor a
conviction would prevent Trump from
running for or winning the presidency in
2024.

Last week in Waco, Texas, Trump took
a defiant stance at a rally by disparaging
the prosecutors investigating him and
predicting his vindication as he rallied
supporters in a city made famous by deadly
resistance against law enforcement.

“You will be vindicated and proud,” Trump
said in a speech brimming with resentments
and framing the probes as political attacks on
himself and his followers. “The thugs and
criminals who are corrupting our justice system
will be defeated, discredited and totally
disgraced.”

Before the charges were handed down, many
party leaders had also already begun to defend
the former president.

During a visit this month to Iowa, former
Vice President Mike Pence called the idea of
indicting a former president “deeply troubling.”
Another 2024 Republican prospect, New
Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu, has said there is
a sense that the former president is being
unfairly attacked.

Former South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, a
declared candidate who also served as Trump’s
UN ambassador, has called Bragg’s case an
attempt at scoring “political points,” adding, “You
never want to condone any sort of prosecution
that’s being politicised.”

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, who is
considering joining the 2024 Republican field,
slammed the investigation as politically
motivated. But he also threw one of his first jabs
at the former president in a quip likely to
intensify their rivalry. DeSantis said he
personally doesn’t “know what goes into paying
hush money to a porn star to secure silence over
some kind of alleged affair.”

WHAT ABOUT OTHER TRUMP INVESTIGATIONS?
The New York case is just one of many legal

woes Trump is facing.
The Justice Department is also investigating

his retention of top secret government
documents at his Florida estate, Mar-a-Lago,
after leaving the White House. Federal
investigators are also still probing the Jan. 6,
2021, insurrection at the US Capitol and efforts
to overturn the 2020 election that Trump falsely
claimed was stolen.

In Georgia, Fulton County District Attorney
Fani Willis has been investigating whether
Trump and his allies illegally meddled in the
2020 election. The foreperson of a special grand
jury, which heard from dozens of witnesses, said
last month that the panel had recommended that
numerous people be indicted, and hinted Trump
could be among them. It is ultimately up to
Willis to decide whether to move forward. 

Trump has become the first former president to be indicted in a

criminal case after a grand jury investigation into hush money

payments made on his behalf during the 2016 presidential

campaign, write ALANNA DURKIN RICHER and MEG KINNARD

TRUMP

INDICTMENT &
INVESTIGATION

“THE THUGS AND
CRIMINALS WHO ARE

CORRUPTING OUR
JUSTICE SYSTEM WILL

BE DEFEATED,
DISCREDITED AND

TOTALLY DISGRACED” 
— DONALD TRUMP
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IT TAKES MORE THAN JUST A
GOOD LOOKING BODY. YOU'VE
GOT TO HAVE THE HEART AND

SOUL TO GO WITH IT
— EPICTETUS

A
utism spectrum disor-
ders (ASD) are a col-
lection of disorders
defined by issues such
as social interaction

and communication difficulties. It
is the quickest-expanding develop-
mental disorder in India, affecting
one in 125 children between 2-6
years and one out of every 80 kids
aged 6-9. As per INCLEN studies,
one child out of 89 is generally on
the autism spectrum. Boys are four
times more likely than girls to have
autism. There is no medical cure
for autism, but early diagnosis and
intervention helps a person to
adapt and function better.

Children with Autism fre-
quently exhibit behaviours such as
difficulties transitioning from one
task to another, a focus on minu-
tiae. It’s believed to be caused by
environmental and genetic factors.
Those with autism find social
interactions difficult as well as have
repetitive behaviors and focused
interests. Autism is also a spectrum
disorder, meaning the severity and
range of symptoms are different
from person to person.

As such, healthcare systems are
not only failing to provide appro-
priate care to autistic adults, but
also that these failures may be
detrimentally affecting the length
and quality of life of autistic indi-
viduals.

In India, it is estimated that
around 18 million people have
autism. Statistics further reveal that
the number of children diagnosed
with autism in India is increasing.
Low awareness, a lack of basic ser-
vices, and poor diagnosis, among
other factors, have all led to the
country's astonishing surge in the
number of autism cases.

One of the main reasons why
many parents keep diseases like
autism hidden is a lack of informa-
tion about mental health. Many
individuals are unaware that such
illnesses can affect children as
early as a few months old. Such
individuals exhibit abnormal
behaviours, and a lack of public
awareness of the disease makes
society less compassionate and
stigmatizes the disorder. In their
growing years, these children are
subjected to bullying, f ilthy
remarks, and humiliation, which

drives them to seek refuge in their
families.

There is no 'cure' for autism.
There are, however, ways that can
help people with autism learn and
perform more effectively. Because
there are so many options to select
from; individual viewpoints and
experiences, as well as diverse
research showcasing varying
results, deciding on the best inter-
vention for an individual with
autism, may be complicated and
often overwhelming. Autism
patients benefit substantially from
cognitive behaviour therapy,
behavioural management therapy,
occupational therapy, social skills
training, and physical therapy.
Furthermore, educational and
school-based therapy, medication
treatment, and nutritious food
should be provided to such per-
sons. Parents might also enrol in
speech-language therapy.

Dr Deepak Gupta, a child and
adolescent psychiatrist  and
Founder Director of Centre for
Child and Adolescent Wellbeing
(CCAW, says, “Autism is one of the
most misunderstood neurodevel-
opmental conditions. A peculiar
trait of children with Autism is
their concern with social commu-
nication difficulties.

“This, however, does not mean
that they lack abilities to perform

daily functions in life. On the con-
trary, some of the children with
autism are brilliant and exhibit per-
formance which is sometimes far
superior to ones who are not on
the Autism spectrum. With under-
standing and compassion for their
special needs, we can surely induct
them into the mainstream.”

Agrees Dr Alok Kumar
Bhuwan, Managing Secretary,
Manovikas Charitable Society.
While explaining stigma around
children who are neurodiverse, he

suggests that the strategy to help
and build confidence, self-esteem,
motivation and resilience is very
important when we think about
such kids. “Every autistic child has
individual strengths and needs. We
can help these kids with the con-
cept of Universal design of learn-
ing (UDL) which can benefit them
with learning and thinking differ-
ences. In fact, UDL uses a variety
of teaching strategies to remove
barriers to learning especially
those with autism spectrum disor-
der, attention deficit and hyperac-
tivity disorder.”

Autism is the world's third
most common developmental dis-
ability, a neurological illness that
usually manifests by the age of
three, says Bhuwan.

K. Nageswara Rao, President,
All India Disabled Rights Forum,
opines that autism affects early in
childhood and needs to be
addressed soon.  “It varies in type
and severity, but therapy can
improve the ability of the person
the function.”

In a nutshell, people with
autism can live a better life if they
are raised in a happy and healthy
environment. Today, the only
requirement is that they be accept-
ed totally and that they not be
demeaned or discouraged at any
cost.

April 2 is World Autism Awareness Day. This gives us the chance to introspect and act on increasing

understanding, acceptance and awareness about autism, about how we can help break the hurdles that stop

the community from leading their best lives. THE HEALTH PIONEER presents a macro view of the condition

that affects 1 out of 89 children born in India

DIFFERENT, NOT LESS

DAAJI'S HEARTFULNESS
INSTITUTE AND AIIMS DELHI
JOIN HANDS 

Heartfulness Institute and
AIIMS, Delhi have inked a

pact to collaborate in education
and research activities to bring
meditation and sciences into day-
to-day life and impact various
aspects of human health and well-
being.

The MoU was recently signed
between 'Daaji' Kamlesh D  Patel,
President of Ram Chandra
Mission, Founder and Guide of
Heartfulness Meditation
Worldwide, and Dr M. Srinivas -
Director of the premier health
research institute.

Speaking on the occasion,
Daaji (Kamlesh D  Patel) -
Founder of Heartfulness Institute
and Guide of Heartfulness
Meditation Worldwide said, "This
MoU will help in collaborative
research and education in the
sphere of meditation and science
at the same time. There is a direct
correlation between a healthy
spirit and a healthy body. Science
has time and again proven that
meditation leaves positive impacts
on mind and body. We want to
delve deeper and make the out-
comes beneficial to mankind."

Dr Srinivas was of the view
that the agreement gives an oppor-
tunity to explore more beyond
what is already known to medical
sciences in terms of inner wellness.
"The idea is to help people acquire
holistic wellness backed by science.
Previous research at universities
abroad have already shown how
Heartfulness meditation tech-
niques are instrumental in positive
behavioral changes as well”.

66% PEOPLE HAVE HIGHER 
THEN NORMAL LEVELS OF
HOMOCYSTEINE IN THEIR BLOOD:
TATA 1MG LABS SURVEY

Tata 1mg Labs has claimed that
data analysis of about 40,000

homocysteine, (an amino acid)
tests conducted across its PAN
India lab testing facilities in the last
two years, indicates that more
than 66 per cent of people in
India have higher than-normal
levels of homocysteine in their
bloodstream, making them vulner-
able to heart diseases, such as
blood clots, heart attack and stroke.

It said that while 59 per cent of
women were found with escalated
levels of homocysteine, this figure
was much lower for men at 40.1 per
cent. The age group of 18-30 years
had the lowest incidence at 15.3 per
cent but rapidly climbed to the
highest in the age bracket of 31-40
years at 30 per cent. This was fol-
lowed by age groups of 41-50 years
(about 19 per cent), above 60 years
(18.3 per cent), and 51-60 years
(17.3 per cent), as per the survey.

When asked about role of
homocysteine levels in individuals,
Dr Tarun Kumar, Professor of
Cardiology, PGIMER and Dr RML
Hospital, Delhi said that homocys-
teine levels are relevant in cases of
young patients with Heart attack or
brain stroke . As hyperhomocysten-
emia is associated with recurrent
cardiac or brain stroke ( thrombo-
sis ) events, treatment is quite low
cost. "Young patients with throm-
botic events like vascular thrombo-
sis (DEep venous thrombosis,
Pulmonary thromboembolism),
Heart attack or brain stroke
patients, should go for such tests,"
he said and advised that one should
take vitamin B6, B-12, folic acid
supplementation.

Laparoscopic intervention
has revolutionized the

world of surgery with its min-
imal invasiveness and reduced
postoperative pain. While
laparoscopic surgery is not
new in the field of surgery, it
has witnessed enormous
progress in the last three
decades, and in the field of pae-
diatric surgery as well.

The first laparoscopic
cholecystectomy was per-
formed on an adult in 1986.
Since then, a significant
advancement in technology
and techniques has taken place
in this field resulting in very
positive outcome.

Laparoscopic procedures in
children, on the other hand,
was restricted to diagnostic
purposes till the 1980s.
Paediatric surgeons in select-
ed centres started performing
paediatric laparoscopic proce-
dures around the world. In
India, advanced laparoscopic
paediatric surgery was started
in December 1998 by the
author himself by performing
the first laparoscopic Pull
through surgery for
Hirschsprung's disease.  It is
estimated that over 80% of pae-
diatric surgeons in the USA
and many other countries per-
form laparoscopic surgery in

recent times. At present, there
are extensive applications of
this technique, and several
advanced-level intricate surg-

eries are performed safely even
in small children. In India,
more and more parents are
opting for this kind of surgery
due to its benefits.

KEY BENEFITS
The key benefits of

Laparoscopic Surgery in chil-
dren include less pain, less
cut/small incisions that look
aesthetically better, less blood
loss, less risk of infection, less-
er hospitalisation (parents
can go back to work sooner),
faster recovery, early return to
school, less risk of pneumo-
nia and lesser chances of
development of adhesive

bowel obstruction.
Paediatric Minimally

Invasive Surgeries are com-
monly performed for Hernia
repair, Appendicectomy,
Undescended testis,
Pyeloplasty and
Nephrectomy, Pull through
surgery for Hirschsprung's
disease and anorectal malfor-
mation, Cholecystectomy and
Choledochal cyst,
Diaphragmatic Hernia Repair
and Empyema surgery,
F u n d o p l i c a t i o n ,
Pyloromyotomy, Malrotation,
Abdominal cyst, Ovarian
cyst, Mesenteric, and other
cysts.

Is there any difference
between Children and 
Adult's Laparoscopic
Procedures? 
l Many surgical conditions

in children ARE TOTALLY

DIFFERENT FROM ADULTS

l The laparoscopic hand
instruments in children
consists of smaller length
and   diameter

l In children, the inside
space to work is less which
makes surgery very diffi-
cult

l Minimally Invasive surgi-
cal team needs to be high-
ly experienced and
trained.

Why is autism still a subject we
don’t fully understand?

Autism is a spectrum, ranging
from severe to moderate to mild,
lack of communication skills, rec-
iprocity, eye contact, stemming and
other such behaviours. Growth for
each can look different or the same,
how we push someone on the spec-
trum of autism forward is varied
and with different ambitions and
hopes than what might be possible
for them or vice versa- as educators,
what is right, what is wrong, what
is enough and what has more scope
is all so complicated and there's so
much trial and error, who knows.

At what point do we give up on
intervention for those  on the spec-
trum of autism?

Honestly, I don't know, I do
everything I humanly can until a
child is 18, then I give up and see
what goes on from there on. By

that I mean, I teach them every-
thing that an adult would need or
read- the daily news, romance, sex,
cinema, dialogues, texts to send,
what to wear on a date, how to
dance at prom, how to sit while at
dinner, what can you do if you
can't do math, how to cheat at
tests, how to cheat at everything
but still be as good as one can pos-
sibly be, how to just figure life as
smoothly as one can while being
on the spectrum - and then I cross
my fingers and hope for the best
results possible.

Do you think that mental health
and autis, how tangled they are.

You can't say one without the
other, growth or experimentation
for someone on the spectrum of
autism can go haywire, then get
back on track, then fall all over
again, then find a way again, it's so
complex- imagine you decide to

run a marathon, you twist your
ankle, you have a choice to call for
help and be airlifted or wobble
back or let it heal while you lie back
there then run or walk the
marathon path until you can run
again. It’s all a mix of everything
and that's how autism and mental
health works for you and me, but
even more importantly for some-
one on the spectrum of autism, as
a teacher I could set them up for
excellence but then what they do
could be a total crash, who knows-
-it's all a guesswork for us to see.

Why do we  historically have such
few disruptions like Einstein or
Bill Gates or Ramanujan or
Hannah Gadsby in the space of
autism, why not more such stories?

It's the same, education is so
large and expansive and curricu-
lar and rule based, and the time
from the ages of 3 to 18 is just not

enough to prioritize where to
close and where to expand for
someone on the spectrum, some-
times educational interventions
turn out right or sometimes a child
gets an idea because of being
caged and they break out and cre-
ate something grand. It's all a mix
of everything. It's almost like why
do we have so many scientists yet
so few who win the Nobel Prize
eventually. But one thing is certain.
Autistic children are different for
a reason. They can shake up sys-
tems if given the right guidance.

What inspired you to take up the
cause of people with autism?

I met my first grown-up with
autism when I was 19 and the com-
plete disregard for his giftedness led
me to Columbia University, NY to
study autism in detail and depth.
This is how my journey with the
autism spectrum began.

Reframe How We Think About Autism

DOCTORSPEAK

Laparoscopic surgery in kids is safe

DEVANGANA MISHRA, founder of Brain Bristle, works with children on the autism spectrum. In
conversation with THE HEALTH PIONEER, she asserts that society needs to work with autistic children
individually at a deeper level to bring out their best abilities. Excerpts:

NEWSBRIEFS

nAbout 1 in 100 children has
autism globally.
nCharacteristics may be detect-
ed in early childhood, but
autism is often not diagnosed
until much later.
nThe abilities and needs of
autistic people vary and can
evolve over time. While some
people with autism can live
independently, others have
severe disabilities and require
life-long care and support.
nEvidence-based psychosocial
interventions can improve
communication and social
skills, with a positive impact on
the well-being and quality of
life of both autistic people and
their caregivers.

nCare for people with autism
needs to be accompanied by
actions at community and soci-
etal levels for greater accessibil-
ity, inclusivity and support.
nMore than half (53%) have
autism and attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder.
nMore than half (51%) have
autism and anxiety.
nA quarter (25%) have autism
and depression.
nAt least 60% of children with
autism will have two comorbid
conditions (e.g., sleep prob-
lems, seizures, intellectual dis-
abilities, or gastrointestinal
problems).
l Autism is not a learning dis-
ability, but it can affect cogni-

tive function. Some children on
the autism spectrum have
delays in speech or learning,
while others do not. Because it
is a spectrum disorder, these
delays can range from mild to
severe.
l One-third of children with
autism were classified as having
an intellectual disability (IQ
equal to or less than 70).
l There is no cure or medica-
tion for autism spectrum disor-
der. Behavioral therapy is the
most effective autism treat-
ment. However, the vast major-
ity (95%) of children with
autism have at least one co-
occurring condition, which is
often treatable.

FACTFILE

SYMPTOMS

l No babbling or pointing by 
age 1

l No single words by age 16
months or two-word phrases
by age 2

l Impaired ability to make friends
with peers

l Impaired ability to initiate or
sustain a conversation with oth-
ers

l Repetitive or unusual use of
language

l Abnormally intense or focused
interest

l Preoccupation with particular
objects or subjects

l Inflexible adherence to specif-
ic routines or rituals

DR. RRASIKLAL SSHAH
Senior Consultant - Paediatric
Surgery, SRCC Children's Hospital,
managed by Narayana Health 
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ANIRUDH NNAVEEN

PERSPECTIVE

When  Donald Trump
steps before a judge next

week to be arraigned in a New
York courtroom, it will not only
mark the first time a former US
president has faced criminal
charges. It will also represent a
reckoning for a man long nick-
named “Teflon Don,” who until
now has managed to skirt seri-
ous legal jeopardy despite 40
years of legal scrutiny.

Trump, who is the early
frontrunner for the Republican
presidential nomination, is
expected to turn himself in on
Tuesday. He faces charges,
including at least one felony
offence, related to hush money
payments to women during his
2016 campaign. Like any other
person facing trial, he will be
booked, fingerprinted and pho-
tographed before being given
the chance to enter a plea.

The spectacle that is sure to
unfold will mark an unprece-
dented moment in American
history that will demonstrate
once again how dramatically
Trump - who already held the
distinction of being the first
president to be impeached
twice - has upended democra-
tic norms. But on a personal
level, the indictment pierces the
cloak of invincibility that
seemed to follow Trump
through his decades in business
and in politics, as he faced alle-
gations of fraud, collusion and
sexual misconduct.

“Boy, after all this time it’s
a bit of a shock,” Trump biog-
rapher Michael D’Antonio said
of the indictment. “You know
I always thought of him as the
Gingerbread Man, shouting,
‘You can’t catch me!’ as he ran
away.”

“Given his track record,” he
said, “I had trouble imagining
he would ever be held account-
able.”

“These are not things that
Donald Trump ever thought in

his entire life, nor I, for that
matter, that he would ever be
confronted with,” Michael
Cohen, Trump’s longtime fixer
and a key witness in the case
who served jail time for the
payments, told CNN.

Of course, some of the
celebration by Trump’s detrac-
tors may be premature. The
former president could seek to
have a judge quickly dismiss
the case. And even if it moves
forward, there’s no guarantee of
conviction. Intensifying inves-
tigations in Atlanta and
Washington are seen as poten-
tially more serious legal threats.

Still, Trump and his team
were caught by surprise when
word of the New York indict-
ment broke Thursday evening,
following news reports that
the grand jury hearing the
case was set for a weeks-long
hiatus. As the deliberations
dragged on, some in Trump’s
orbit had become convinced
that the case had stalled and
that charges might never be
brought. That included Trump
attorney Joe Tacopina, who
said on Friday morning he had
hoped the “rule of law would
prevail.”

Trump, he said on the
“Today” show, was “initially
was shocked” by news of the
charges, but quickly pivoted to
his usual pushback playbook.

“After he got over that,” he
said, Trump “put a notch on his
belt and he decided we have to
fight now. And he got into a
typical Donald Trump pos-
ture where he’s ready to be
combative on something that
he believes is an injustice. ... I
think he’s now in the posture
that he’s ready to fight this.”

In the meantime, Trump
and his team have tried to use
the news to his advantage,
hoping to energise his loyal
base by painting the investiga-
tion as part of a larger plot to

derail his candidacy.
Already, the charges have

been a boon to his struggling
fundraising. The campaign
announced Friday evening that
it had raised over $4 million in
the 24 hours after the indict-
ment became public, far
smashing its previous record
after the FBI search of Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago club.

More than 25 per cent of

donations, according to the
campaign, came from first-
time donors. The average con-
tribution: $34.

His campaign also contin-
ued to blast out supportive
statements from dozens of top
Republicans who have rallied
behind Trump, including sev-
eral of his declared and likely
challengers, underscoring his
continued hold on the party.

Trump has been in contact by
phone with key congressional
allies, including members of
House leadership and top com-
mittees, according to people
familiar with the conversa-
tions, who, like others, spoke
on condition of anonymity to
discuss the response.

Trump ally Rep. Jim Banks,
R-Ind., who formally endorsed
the former president on Friday,

said Trump “doesn’t back
down” and was going to “fight
back,” telling a local radio
show it was “yet another chap-
ter where Donald Trump is
going to come back on top in
the end.”

The media maelstrom has
catapulted the former president
back into the spotlight he
craves, at least temporarily
limiting attention being paid to

his rivals, including Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis, who
is widely expected to chal-
lenge Trump for the nomina-
tion, and has been holding
events across the county to pro-
mote his book.

Trump aides have been
discussing other ideas to max-
imise the situation, including
the possibility of holding a
press event either before or

after the arraignment. Trump
is expected to travel from
Florida to New York on
Monday and stay overnight at
Trump Tower in midtown
Manhattan before heading to
the courthouse early on
Tuesday. He will return to
Florida after the arraignment.

Trump has long denied
that he had a sexual encounter
with the porn actor known as
Stormy Daniels and has blast-
ed Manhattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg for pursuing the
years-old case.

Trump is also facing con-
tinued investigations in
Georgia, over his efforts to
overturn the results of the
2020 election, and in
Washington, where a special
counsel is probing the events of
January 6, 2021, as well as
Trump’s handling of classified
documents at Mar-a-Lago and
potential obstruction of the
investigation.

But Sam Nunberg, a long-
time former aide who broke
with Trump years ago, said that
while he no longer supports
Trump, he believes the
Manhattan case is “a waste of
time,” given the allegations,
which remain under seal. And
he said he was skeptical it
would ultimately matter.

“It doesn’t surprise me,” he
said of the indictment. “What
would surprise me is if he actu-
ally ended up behind bars in
prison and I don’t see that hap-
pening.”

D’Antonio said that senti-
ment - and a continued belief
that Trump will somehow pre-
vail and dodge the charges -
continues among the many
people who have reached out to
him in the last 24 hours, despite
the charges.

“They’re like, he’s going to
get away with it,” he said.
“Somehow, he’s going to get it
thrown out.” AP

Trump at the end of primrose path 

Demystifying philosophical layers of temples 
The vibrant
temple culture of
India has
withstood the
ravages of time
chiefly because of
the empowering
philosophical and
cosmological
concepts that
subliminally
enrich devotee’s
experience within
a shrine. These
need to be
acknowledged to
foster a society
that is rooted to
its traditions even
as it embraces
cosmopolitan
ambitions

Anotion of sacred has held
existential imperative for

mankind from time immemo-
rial, bestowing meaning on
material pursuits. The
onslaught of rapid urbanisation
and technological progress has
intriguingly rendered sacred
spaces all the more relevant.
With changes unfolding at
breakneck speed, such spaces
facilitate introspection and self-
enquiry. People from the
Indian subcontinent would
generally be familiar with the
sanctifying ethos of a temple,
but a few recognise its philo-
sophical and cosmological
foundations. Temples pave the
way for individual salvation
and also stimulate congrega-
tional worship. It is precisely at
an interface of these two
processes that the philosophi-
cal moorings of a temple can be
located.

For several centuries,
Vastu-shastras have functioned
as the principal textual manu-
als for constructing temples.
Texts like Manasara and
Mayamatam emphasise the
need to construct temples or
even towns on square grid
plans. Shapes like squares, tri-
angles, circles and even points
are liberally employed in tem-
ple architecture, and they each
carry a distinct meaning. In
this case, a square represents
the manifest territorial world
that needs to be transcended.
The square grid plans, which in
the words of scholar Stella
Kramrisch function as “fore-
casts for temples”, are known as
vastu-purusha mandalas. Gods
associated with each of the
squares within the mandala are
ritually invoked to pacify the
vastu-purusha, and ensure that

peaceful conditions prevail.
Such diagrams also illus-

trate the underlying impulse of
Indian philosophical traditions
to collapse all distinctions
between man, God and cos-
mos. The Samkhya philosophy
stresses the unity between
microcosm and macrocosm,
while Advaita Vedanta extends
this further in its theory of the
union of atman and brahman.
To that extent, each part of a
temple is considered to repre-
sent the cosmos in a micro-
cosmic capsule, and this
imparts spiritual meaning to
even the most insignificant
components of a shrine. The
components of a temple are
generally named after parts of
the human body, illustrating
the organic unity underlying
temple architecture in the
Indian subcontinent.

This metaphysical union
can also be most prominently
noticed in the image-worship-
ping traditions that have passed
on from time immemorial. If
Vedic texts stress the impor-
tance of concentrating the
mind on a single object, the
Puranas and Agamas are
known for their pronounced
sectarian predisposition.
Nonetheless, continuity can be
seen in the way these texts extol
aniconic traditions such as the
worship of bana-lingas and
salagramas. 

The linga and yoni mani-
fest forces embodied by Shiva
and Parvati respectively. In
other words, the stone shaft
known as the linga represents
Shiva as a silent spectator of the
world whose existence is con-
tingent upon the creative ener-
gies released by Shakti, who
resides at the base. This creative

interplay of two opposing
forces provides the dynamic
equilibrium required for main-
taining the cosmic balance.
The salagramas, on the other
hand, are stones resembling the
discus of Vishnu, and general-
ly acquire this shape because of
weathering activity caused by
rivers. 

These continue to be ven-
erated by Vaishnavites across
the country, as was recently
noticed in the ecstatic reception

to the Salagrama stones that
arrived in Ayodhya from
Nepal.

A regular visit to the tem-
ple is also suffused with philo-
sophical import. Before enter-
ing the sanctuary, a devotee is
greeted by the imposing struc-
ture of a temple, which in
many ways resembles a moun-
tain. Vastu-shastras frequently
liken temples to Mount Meru,
which is held in high esteem by
Hindus. A devotee then enters

the porch and views several
sculptures adorning the walls
of any temple. Subsequently,
the devotee sets foot into the
hallowed precincts of the
dimly-lit garbha-griha which
— almost like a cave within a
mountain — is unadorned and
houses the chief deity. Texts
suggest that an invisible axis
connects this deity with the
superstructure of a temple. In
fact, it is during the consecra-
tion of a temple that the deity’s

attributes are manifested by the
intervention of priests. This rit-
ual process is called “prana-
pratishta” and literally sug-
gests instilling prana (life)
within the deity. 

In other words, the deity is
considered to have life just like
a human being, and germinates
within the womb-chamber
(garbha-griha) of a temple.
After seeking darsan of the
deity, a devotee circumambu-
lates the shrine, and attends to

the subsidiary deities placed on
its side walls. This is also a pro-
foundly meaningful exercise as
it helps a devotee absorb the
energies prevailing within a
temple.

The power of visual motifs
can also be discerned in the
narrative friezes adorning the
walls of several temples in
India, illustrating stories from
epics and Puranas. The
Virupaksha temple at
Pattadakal, which is the only
temple in the complex under
active worship, contains such
friezes and their stories are gen-
erally concerned with the
restoration of dharma. The
Kirat-arjuniya tale is illustrat-
ed in several temples of the
region. This involves a conflict
between Shiva in his incarna-
tion as a hunter (kirata) and
Arjuna, who seeks to consoli-
date his military powers when
in exile. Arjuna is put through
numerous challenges, before
being blessed with the desired
armoury. Such stories of per-
severance, devotion and truth-
fulness serve to enhance a
devotee’s spiritual experience
within a temple.

For all these reasons, the
structural features of temples
are chiefly responsible for mak-
ing them an integral part of
India’s spiritual landscape. The
vibrant temple culture of
Bharat has withstood the rav-
ages of time chiefly because of
these empowering philosoph-
ical and cosmological concepts
that subliminally enrich devo-
tee’s experience within a shrine.
These need to be acknowl-
edged to foster a society that is
rooted to its traditions even as
it embraces cosmopolitan
ambitions.

The spectacle around Donald Trump’s indictment and arraignment in a court will mark an unprecedented moment in American history that will demonstrate

once again how dramatically Trump has upended democratic norms. But on a personal level, the indictment pierces the cloak of invincibility that seemed to

follow Trump through his decades in business and in politics, as he faced allegations of fraud, collusion and sexual misconduct, writes JILL COLVIN 
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S
cientists have engineered
an artificial kidney which
allows for an early detec-

tion of adverse drug reactions.
The fundamental structural

and functional unit in a kidney
is a nephron, which encom-
passes an intertwined network
of small blood vessels called the
glomerulus. This along with
glomerular capsules forms a
kidney.

Researchers have fabricated
a glomerular microvessel-on-
a-chip, which includes
glomerular endothelial cells,
podocyte layers, and a
glomerular basement mem-

brane (GBM) using a
single step fabrica-
tion process.

"We have
successful ly
r e p l i c a t e d
g l o m e r u l a r
units of the
kidney, which
offer boundless
potential for drug
screening and
nephrotoxicity testing
in clinical practice,"
explained professor 
Dong-Woo Cho who led the
study from Pohang University
of Science and Technology

(POSTECH), South
Korea.

The research
findings have
been published
in the journal

Biofabrication.
While the

kidney elimi-
nates toxic sub-

stances in the
bloodstream, includ-

ing metabolic waste, and
maintains homeostasis in the
body, toxicity can still be
induced in the kidney through
certain medications.

W
ithout billions of dollars more
to feed millions of hungry
people, the world will see

mass migration, destabilized countries,
and starving children and adults in the
next 12 to 18 months, the head of the
Nobel prize-winning UN World Food
Program warned Friday.

David Beasley praised increased
funding from the United States and
Germany last year, and urged China,
Gulf nations, billionaires and other
countries "to step up big time."

In an interview before he hands the
reins of the world's largest humanitar-
ian organization to U.S. ambassador
Cindy McCain next week, the former
South Carolina governor said he's
"extremely worried" that WFP won't
raise about23 billion it needs this year
to help an estimated 350 million peo-
ple in 49 countries who desperately
need food,

"Right at this stage, I'll be surprised
if we get 40% of it, quite frankly," he
said.

WFP was in a similar crisis last year,
he said, but fortunately he was able to
convince the United States to increase
its funding from about

3.5 billion to 7.4 billion and
Germany to raise its contribution
from 350 million a few years ago to 1.7
billion, but he doesn't think they'll do
it again this year.

Other countries need to step up now,
he said, starting with China, the
world's second-largest economy which
gave WFP just 11 million last year.

Beasley applauded China for its suc-
cess in substantially reducing hunger
and poverty at home, but said it gave
less than one cent per person last year
compared to the United States, the
world's leading economy, which gave
about 22 per person.

China needs "to engage in the mul-
tilateral world" and be willing to pro-
vide help that is critical, he said.
"They have a moral obligation to do
so."

Beasley said they've done "an incred-

ible job of feeding their people," and
"now we need their help in other parts
of the world" on how they did it, par-
ticularly in poorer countries including
in Africa.

With high oil prices Gulf countries
can also do more, especially Muslim
nations that have relations with coun-
tries in east Africa, the Sahara and else-
where in the Middle East, he said,
expressing hope they will increase con-
tributions.

Beasley said the wealthiest billion-
aires made unprecedented profits dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, and "it's
not too much to ask some of the multi-
billionaires to step up and help us in
the short-term crisis," even though
charity isn't a long-term solution to the
food crisis. In the long-term, he said
what he'd really like to see is billion-
aires using their experience and suc-
cess to engage "in the world's greatest
need and that is food on the planet to
feed 8 billion people."

"The world has to understand that
the next 12 to 18 months is critical, and
if we back off the funding, you will
have mass migration, and you will have
destabilization nations and that will all
be on top of starvation among children
and people around the world," he
warned.

Beasley said WFP was just forced to
cut rations by 50% to 4 million peo-

ple in Afghanistan, and "these are peo-
ple who are knocking on famine's door
now."

"We don't have enough money just
to reach the most vulnerable people
now," he said. "So we are in a crisis over
the cliff stage right now, where we lit-
erally could have hell on earth if we're
not very careful."

Beasley said he's been telling lead-
ers in the West and Europe that while
they're focusing everything on Ukraine
and Russia, "you better well not forget
about what's south and southeast of
you because I can assure you it is com-
ing your way if you don't pay attention
and get on top of it."

With 400 trillion worth of wealth on
the planet, he said, there's no reason
for any child to die of starvation.

The WFP executive director said
leaders have to prioritize the human-
itarian needs that are going to have the
greatest impact on stability in societies
around the world.

He singled out several priority
places -- Africa's Sahel region as well
as the east including Somalia, north-
ern Kenya, South Sudan and Ethiopia;
Syria which is having an impact on
Jordan and Lebanon; and Central and
South America where the number of
people migrating to the United States
is now five times what it was a year-
and-a-half ago.

C
hildren on the receiving
end of 'hostile' parenting
at age three were 1.5

times likelier than their peers
to develop mental health prob-
lems qualified as 'high risk' by
age nine.

Young children on the
receiving end of 'hostile' par-
enting were 1.5 times likelier
than their peers to be in the
high-risk band of developing

lasting mental health problems,
a new study has reported.

Researchers charted the chil-
dren's mental health symptoms
at ages three, five and nine,
studying both internalising
mental health symptoms, such
as anxiety and social withdraw-
al, and externalising ones, such
as impulsivity, aggression and
hyperactivity, together.

They found that 10 per cent

of over 7,500 children studied
were at a high-risk for poor
mental health and that those
exposed to harsh parenting
were likely to fall in this group.

The study involved
researchers from University of
Cambridge, UK, and University
College Dublin (UCD), Ireland,
and is published in the journal
Epidemiology and Psychiatric
Sciences.

Hostile parenting involves
frequent harsh discipline, that
could be physical and/or psy-
chological. It could, for exam-
ple, involve shouting at chil-
dren regularly, routine physi-
cal punishment, isolating chil-
dren when they misbehave,
damaging their self-esteem,
or punishing children unpre-
dictably depending on the par-
ent's mood.

P
hysical activity has been
found to counterbalance
some of the negative effects

of unhealthy sleep on longevity,
according to a new study.

The study, claiming to be the
first one to investigate the com-
bined effects of physical activi-
ty and sleep duration on mortal-
ity risk, included included 92,221
adults aged 40 to 73 years in the

UK Biobank cohort, who wore
an accelerometer wristband for
one week between 2013 and
2015. "The study showed that
increased physical activity levels
weakened the mortality risks
associated with short or long
sleep duration," said study author
Jihui Zhang of The Affiliated
Brain Hospital of Guangzhou
Medical University, China.

The work is published in the
European Journal of Preventive
Cardiology.

Both sufficient exercise and
healthy sleep contribute to pro-
longed life expectancy. However,
the interaction between physi-
cal activity and sleep duration
to promote health is unclear.

The study claims objective
measurements were made as
accelerometer devices were used
to record movements of the par-
ticipants, instead of relying on
participants' self-reported
behaviours which is subjective.

Moderate to vigorous physi-
cal activity was classified as
meeting World Health

Organization (WHO) guide-
lines or not.

The scientists found that in
people with low volumes of
physical activity, short and long
sleep were associated with 16
per cent and 37 per cent raised
risks of all-cause death, respec-
tively.

Short sleepers with low exer-
cise had a 69 per cent elevated
risk of death from cardiovascu-
lar causes, which disappeared
when exercise was increased to
moderate or high volumes.

Long sleepers with low exer-
cise levels had a 21 per cent
raised risk of death due to can-
cer which disappeared with

moderate or high volumes of
exercise.

In participants with interme-
diate amounts of exercise, only
short sleep was detrimental,
with a 41 per cent raised likeli-
hood of all-cause death.

In those with a high amount
of exercise, sleep duration was
not linked with risk of death.

In participants not meeting
the WHO exercise recommen-
dations, short and long sleep
were associated with 31 per cent
and 20 per cent raised risks of all-
cause death, respectively. These
risks disappeared in those meet-
ing the WHO advice.

For cardiovascular death,

short sleepers who failed to
meet the advice on intensity of
exercise had a 52 per cent elevat-
ed risk which disappeared in
those achieving the WHO exer-
cise recommendations. For death
from cancer, long sleepers not
meeting the WHO exercise
advice had a 21 per cent raised
risk which disappeared in those
following the WHO guidance.
"Our findings suggest that health
promotion efforts targeting both
physical activity and sleep dura-
tion may be more effective in
preventing or delaying prema-
ture death in middle-aged and
older adults than focusing on one
behaviour alone," said Zhang.

S
cientists have adapted a
well-known computer-
vision algorithm, which

works faster and produces more
realistic images, and applied it to
astronomical images from
ground-based telescopes.

This innovation of the
researchers of Northwestern
University, US, and Tsinghua
University in Beijing, China,
could help remove errors and
solve the "blur" in astronomical
images, they said.

The research is published in
the journal Monthly Notices of
the Royal Astronomical Society.

"Astronomical images are
used for science. By cleaning up
images in the right way, we can
get more accurate data. The
algorithm removes the atmos-
phere computationally, enabling
physicists to obtain better scien-

tific measurements.
"At the end of the day, the

images do look better as well,"
said Northwestern's Emma
Alexander, the study's senior
author. The blur, caused by the
Earth's atmosphere through
which the light coming from
distant objects passes, becomes
an issue when astrophysicists
analyze images to extract cos-
mological data.

Studying the apparent shapes
of galaxies helps astronomers in
detecting large-scale cosmolog-
ical structures' gravitational
effects.

However, the atmospheric
blur smears the image in a way
that can distort the shapes of
galaxies and make them appear
rounder or more stretched than
they are.

Removing the blur enables

scientists to collect accurate
shape data.

"If you look at an image from
a ground-based telescope, a
shape might be warped. It's
hard to know if that's because of
a gravitational effect or the
atmosphere," said Alexander.

To tackle this challenge,
Alexander's team combined an
optimization algorithm with a
deep-learning network trained
on astronomical images, that
included simulated data match-
ing Vera C. Rubin Observatory's
(currently under construction in
Chile) expected imaging para-
meters.

The resulting tool produced
images with 38.6 per cent less
error compared to classic meth-
ods for removing blur and 7.4
per cent less error compared to
modern methods.

T
exas,  As a deadly torna-
do headed toward
Rolling Fork, Mississippi,

on March 24, 2023, forecasters
saw the storm developing on
radar and issued a rare "torna-
do emergency" warning.

NOAA's Weather Prediction
and Storm Prediction centres
had been warning for several
days about the risk of severe
weather in the region. But
while forecasters can see the
signs of potential tornadoes in
advance, forecasting when and
where tornadoes will form is
still extremely difficult.

We asked Chris Nowotarski,
an atmospheric scientist who
works on severe thunderstorm
computer modeling, to explain
why and how forecast technol-
ogy is improving.

Why are tornadoes still so
difficult to forecast?

Meteorologists have gotten a
lot better at forecasting the con-
ditions that make tornadoes
more likely. But predicting
exactly which thunderstorms
will produce a tornado and
when is harder, and that's
where a lot of severe weather
research is focused today.

Often, you'll have a line of

thunderstorms in an environ-
ment that looks favourable for
tornadoes, and one storm
might produce a tornado but
the others don't. The differ-
ences between them could be
due to small differences in
meteorological variables, such
as temperature.

Even changes in the land
surface conditions fields, forest-
ed regions or urban environ-
ments could affect whether a
tornado forms. These small
changes in the storm environ-
ment can have large impacts on
the processes within storms
that can make or break a tor-
nado.

One of the strongest predic-
tors of whether a thunder-
storm produces a tornado
relates to vertical wind shear,
which is how the wind changes
direction or speed with height
in the atmosphere.

How wind shear interacts
with rain-cooled air within
storms, which we call "outflow,"
and how much precipitation
evaporates can influence
whether a tornado forms. If
you've ever been in a thunder-
storm, you know that right
before it starts to rain, you often

get a gust of cold air surging out
from the storm. The character-
istics of that cold air outflow are
important to whether a torna-
do can form, because tornadoes
typically form in that cooler
portion of the storm.

How far in advance can you
know if a tornado is likely to be
large and powerful?

It's complicated. Radar is
still our biggest tool for deter-
mining when to issue a torna-
do warning meaning a torna-
do is imminent in the area and
people should seek shelter.

The vast majority of violent
tornadoes form from super-
cells, thunderstorms with a
deep rotating updraft, called a
"mesocyclone." Vertical wind
shear can enable the midlevels
of the storm to rotate, and
upward suction from this
mesocyclone can intensify the
rotation within the storm's
outflow into a tornado.

If you have a supercell and it
has strong rotation above the
ground, that's often a precur-
sor to a tornado. Some research
suggests that a wider mesocy-
clone is more likely to create a
stronger, longer-lasting torna-
do than other storms.

AI tool helps remove
atmospheric ‘blur’
from images of cosmos

‘Physical exercise could offset the negative effects of unhealthy sleep on longevity’

‘Hostile’ parenting enhances
childrens’ risk of developing
lasting mental health problems

WORLD NEEDS
BILLIONS TO

AVERT UNREST,
STARVATION

In participants not meeting the WHO exercise

recommendations, short and long sleep were

associated with 31 per cent and 20 per cent raised

risks of all-cause death, respectively. These risks

disappeared in those meeting the WHO advice.

Why tornadoes are still hard to forecast
UNRELENTING IN  US
MIDWEST AND SOUTH
Unrelenting tornadoes that tore through parts of the

South and Midwest killed at least 10 people, shred-
ded homes and shopping centres, and collapsed a theatre
roof during a heavy metal concert in Illinois.

Emergency responders across the region counted the
dead and surveyed the damage on Saturday morning after
tornadoes touched down into the night, part of a sprawl-
ing storm system that also brought wildfires to the south-
ern Plains and blizzard conditions to the Upper Midwest.

The dead included four in the small town of Wynne,
Arkansas, Cross County Coroner Eli Long told KAIT-TV.
Other deaths were reported in Alabama, Illinois, Indiana
and the Little Rock area.

Wynne City Councilmember Lisa Powell Carter said the
town about 50 miles (80 kilometers) west of Memphis,
Tennessee, was without power and roads were full of debris.

"I'm in a panic trying to get home, but we can't get home,"
she said Friday night. "Wynne is so demolished. ...
There's houses destroyed, trees down on streets."

The storms also killed three people in Sullivan County,
Indiana, Emergency Management Director Jim Pirtle said
in an email. Some residents were missing in the county seat
of Sullivan, near the Illinois line about 95 miles (150 kilo-
meters) southwest of Indianapolis. At least one person was
killed and more than two dozen were hurt, some critical-
ly, in the Little Rock area, authorities said.

In Belvidere, Illinois, the roof of the Apollo Theatre col-
lapsed during a tornado, killing one person and injuring
28, five severely. Calls began coming from the theatre, about
70 miles (110 kilometers) northwest of Chicago, shortly
before 8 pm, police said.

The venue's Facebook page said the bands scheduled to
perform were Morbid Angel, Crypta, Skeletal Remains and
Revocation.

Belvidere Fire Chief Shawn Schadle said 260 people were
in the venue. Responders also rescued someone from an
elevator and had to deal with downed power lines outside
the theatre.

The world has to
understand that the
next 12 to 18 months is
critical, and if we back
off the funding, you will
have mass migration,
and you will have
destabilization nations
and that will all be on
top of starvation among
children and people
around the world

Engineered kidney could allow for
early detection of drug toxicity
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