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No village sans
temple in AP...
Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister for Endowments
Kottu Satyanarayana has said
that the construction of
temples has been taken up in
such a way that there should
be no village without a
temple across the State.
Speaking to media persons
on Tuesday, he said that
many issues were discussed
during the CGF committee
meeting. He said that as per
the orders of the Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, the construction of
Hindu temples ...
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Act tough on
ragging: Rajini
Minister for Health, Medical and
Family Welfare Vidadala Rajini
has said that all medical
colleges should act strictly on
ragging. A meeting was held
against ragging with the
Principals of the government
and private medical colleges
after the suicide of a medico in
Telangana state. On the
occasion, Minister Rajani said
that all the management of
medical colleges should be
strict against the ragging and
no medico should be harassed
in any manner. The principals
were instructed to take steps...

Incentivise recycling
for e-waste...

India look to seal
WTC final spot
India are expected to enhance
their aura of invincibility at home
with another series win while a
down and out Australia will need
nothing less than a monumental
effort to bounce back in the third
Test, beginning here Wednesday.
India have already secured the
Border-Gavaskar trophy and they
will now be playing for a record-
extending 16th straight series
win at home and a guaranteed
spot in the World Test
Championship final in June.
Leading 2-0 in a four-match
series, India are sitting pretty...
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DDOONN’’TT MMIISSSS......

India ranks 3rd in terms of
producer of e-waste after China
and the United States of
America. According to a Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
report for FY: 2019-2020, India
generated 1,014,961.2 tonnes of
e-waste for 21 types of electrical
and electronic equipment (EEE).
The Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India
(ASSOCHAM) and KPMG joint
study on Electronic Waste
Management in India released
on September 2017 identified...

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Industrial corridors in India offer sev-
eral benefits, including enhanced
industrial competitiveness, increased
employment opportunities, and
improved infrastructure. They pro-
mote sustainable and inclusive eco-
nomic growth, encourage private-sec-
tor investment, and attract foreign
investors

A State government press release
here on Tuesday claimed that Andhra
Pradesh is a leader in developing
industrial infrastructure to meet the
needs of various manufacturing firms
across sectors. The Andhra Pradesh
Industrial Infrastructure Corporation
(APIIC), the state-designated nodal

agency, has developed over 534 indus-
trial estates with essential amenities
such as power, water, ETP, STP, com-
mon facilities, plug-and-play facilities,
etc. To date, these industrial estates
have accommodated 18,725 units
that have invested over INR 50,000 cr
(USD 6 Bn.), generating employment
for around four lakh people.

APIIC ensures that all its industri-
al parks have access to high-quality
and reliable power supply, 24x7, with
a total installed power base of 25 GW.
Water supply is also provided at the
doorstep of industries wherever
required. APIIC is developing various
industrial parks for both MSMEs and
mega industries, with the help of var-
ious schemes from the Government

of India, such as Industrial Corridors
under NICDC, Bulk drug parks
under DoCPC, EMCs under MeiTY,
etc.

Andhra Pradesh is the only State
with three industrial corridors: the
Visakhapatnam – Chennai Industrial
Corridor (VCIC), the Chennai –
Bengaluru Industrial Corridor
(CBIC), and the Hyderabad -
Bangalore Industrial Corridor, all of
which have the best-in-class infra-
structure in industrial parks in vari-
ous locations, including Kopparthy,
Acthutapuram, Orvakal, and
Krishnapatnam.

The Andhra Pradesh Industrial
Infrastructure Corporation (APIIC)
is making strides in the development

of industrial infrastructure to cater to
various manufacturing firms across
sectors. One such initiative is the YSR
Jagananna Mega Industrial Hub (YSR
JMIH), a 6,739-acre project located
near the Kopparthy node of VCIC.
Along with this, the first phase of the
YSR Electronics Manufacturing
Cluster (EMC) is being developed,
which is projected to attract an invest-
ment of INR 10,000 Cr (USD 1.2 Bn)
and generate employment for 25,000
people. The region is also being con-
nected to industrial water supply
through a 46 MLD water supply proj-
ect that is currently under develop-
ment. 

AP shows the way with ‘best-in-class’ infra

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Throwing down the gauntlet to the
Opposition, Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy asked the TDP and
Jana Sena if they have the guts to
contest all 175 seats in the next elec-
tions. He said that the Opposition
parties have become envious of the
credibility and political goodwill of
the YSRCP and are having heart-
burn. They will continue to suffer as
it has no medicine, he added.

The Chief Minister addressed a
huge public meeting here on
Tuesday after releasing Rs 1,090.76
crore under the YSR Rythu Bharosa
- PM Kisan benefiting 51.12 lakh
farmers and Rs 76.99 crore under
the input subsidy for the benefit of
91,237 agriculture and horticulture
farmers who have suffered crop loss
due to natural calamities in
December last.

Asserting that the slew of welfare
measures being implemented by the
Government will ensure a clean
sweep of 175 seats in the next elec-
tions, Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy said that the
Opposition parties are scared of
becoming irrelevant. He asked the
people to see the qualitative differ-
ence between the TDP rule which
had pursued a policy of plunder,
stash, and devour with the support
of friendly media and foster son
Pawan Kalyan and the present gov-
ernment which has been imple-
menting a plethora of welfare and

developmental programmes for the
economic prosperity of the people.
Reiterating that the people are the
backbone of the YSRCP, he said the
government has implemented 98.5
per cent of its election promises and
asserted that it would only bring vic-
tory to the party in all 175 seats. He
asked the people not to be carried
away by the misleading and false
propaganda of the unethical TDP
and Jana Sena which are not even
confident of contesting all the seats.

Under the Rythu Bharosa-PM
Kisan and Input Subsidy, the
Government has so far spent Rs

27,062.09 crore and Rs 1911.78
crore respectively, he said, adding
that a whopping Rs 1,45,750 crore
was spent on various welfare
schemes after YSRCP came to
power. 

With a generous heart, the gov-
ernment did good things for the wel-
fare of people unlike the TDP rule
that cheated every section of the
society, he said, adding that the State
enjoyed good rains during the last
three and half years due to God’s
blessings.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Crime Investigation
Department (CID) on Tuesday
issued CrPC 41 A notices to former
AP minister Ponguru Narayana, his
wife P Rama Devi, PV Anjani
Kumar MD of Rama Krishna
Housing Pvt Ltd and Potturu
Prameela, an employee of NSPIRA
Management Services Pvt Ltd and
asked them to appear before the
agency on March 6.

The agency also issued 160 CrPC
notices to his two daughters P
Sindhura, and P Sharini, and his son-
in-law Puneeth Kothapa and Varun
Kothapa, and asked them to appear
before the agency on March 7.

The investigation agency says
that notices under section 41 A CrPC
were issued to those who are named
as accused in the case and 160 CrPC
were issued to those being examined
as witnesses. The investigation offi-
cer from CID issued notices in con-
nection with the ongoing investiga-
tion on designing the master plan of
Amaravati and the alignment of the
Inner Ring Road.

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Industries Minister Gudivada
Amarnath has said that the YSRCP
government is organising the two-
day Global Investors Summit 2023
in Visakhapatnam on March 3 and
4 for the first time. He said that
investors from 25 countries will be
a part of the two-day Global
Investors Summit (GIS) 2023. He
said that they would let the world
know about the investments oppor-
tunities in Andhra Pradesh.

Addressing media per-
sons here on Tuesday, the
minister said that 14 sec-
tors in the State have
been selected and MoUs
will be signed in these
sectors during the two-
day GIS that includes IT,
agriculture, health, phar-
ma and tourism.

Amarnath said that Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy

will inaugurate the two-
day Global Investors
Summit on March 3 in
Visakhapatnam. An exhi-
bition related to industries
in the State will be dis-
played during the GIS, d
the minister said and
added that the New
Industrial Policy (2023-

2028) will be implemented.

Investors from 25 nations
will attend GIS: Amarnath 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's trusted lieutenants
Manish Sisodia and Satyendar Jain,
both behind bars on corruption
charges, resigned from the Cabinet
on Tuesday.

Kejriwal has accepted the resigna-
tions of the two leaders, who played
a pivotal role in implementing his
governance agenda of good educa-
tion and health facilities in the
national capital, according to offi-
cials.

The opposition BJP had been
demanding the resignation of Jain

after his arrest in May last year by
the Enforcement Directorate in a
money laundering case.

Sisodia too faced the heat after his
name cropped up in the excise pol-
icy scam in August 2022. He was
arrested by the CBI on Sunday
evening in connection with the
alleged corruption in the formula-
tion and implementation of the
now-scrapped liquor policy for
2021-22. Official sources said
Sisodia's portfolios would be allot-
ted to Revenue Minister Kailash
Gahlot and Social Welfare Minister
Raj Kumar Anand.

Sisodia, who was the deputy chief

minister, was holding the charge of
18 out of 33 departments of the
Delhi government, including health,
finance, education and home.

Even after his arrest, Jain contin-
ued to be a minister in the govern-
ment but without any portfolio. His
portfolios, including health, home
and urban development, had been
handed over to Sisodia.

Sisodia's workload had almost
doubled after Jain's arrest, and he
was handling most of the crucial
departments of the city govern-
ment.

MARTHI SUBRAHMANYAM
n VIJAYAWADA

Red flags with Lokesh's image in the
'Yuva Galam' walkathon! Sounds
weird but it's true. Taking everyone
by surprise, the 'padayatra' of TDP
national general secretary Nara
Lokesh in Chandragiri Assembly
constituency witnessed a rare spec-
tacle of his fans carrying red flags
with their leader's image on them.
The development even embarrassed
the TDP cadre. 

Usually, yellow TDP flags with the
images of NTR and Chandrababu
Naidu appear during the TDP pro-
grammes but a large number of
activists were seen holding giant red
flags with the image of Lokesh.    

TDP senior leaders said that
Lokesh is trying to project himself
as a capable leader to counter YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy. The TDP
leaders were surprised on seeing red
flag-wielding activists in Lokesh's
'padayatra'.  Some TDP leaders say
Lokesh is following the advice of
TDP political strategist Robin
Sharma.

Lokesh wanted to project himself
as an iconic leader for the TDP,
sidelining his father Chandrababu
Naidu who is in old age. Moreover,
Lokesh plans to lead the TDP on his
own in the future and become a
strong leader in the State to count-
er Jagan Mohan Reddy.

Is Lokesh trying to come
out of Naidu’s shadow?

CID notice to
Narayana, others

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh
Joint Action
Committee (APJAC)
Amaravati, led by its
Chairman Bopparaju
Venkateswarulu and
secretary general P
Damodara Rao and
others, handed over the
strike notice to State Chief
Secretary KS Jawahar Reddy on
Tuesday.

Speaking to media persons after
handing over the agitation notice to
the CS, AP JAC Amaravati

Chairman Bopparaju
Venkateswarulu said that

even after the lapse of one
year neither the issues
agreed upon in the
meeting of the
Ministers' Committee
on February 5, 2022,
nor the assurance of the

Chief Minister to clear
the pending bills of

employees is implemented.
AP JAC Amaravati represented

the Group of Ministers (GoM) on a
number of occasions and also
brought to the notice of CMO offi-
cials all the pending issues time and

again. In spite of several representa-
tions to the Government on differ-
ent forums, there is no positive
response from the Government.

He said that with no option left to
get the pending issues resolved, an
agitation programme starting from
March 9 to April 5 was handed over
to the CS and addressed to the Chief
Minister. As per the programme on
March 9, the employees will wear
Black Badges in all offices across the
State. On March 10 to wearing black
badges in all offices across the State.
On March 13 and 14, Lunch-hour
demonstrations at Collector offices/
RDO offices at the division level. On

March 15, 17, and 20 dharnas at all
collectorates in 26 districts.

'Cell down' (Stop the utilization of
cell phones) on March 21, dharnas
at all HoDs offices on March 24, visit
the families of employees who died
during Covid 1st & 2nd waves, on
March 27, visit to the houses of Rtd
Govt employees who were not paid
their retirement benefits, on April 1
followed by visits to the Rtd CPS
employees who are receiving meagre
pension amounts and those who are
not receiving GPF, APGLI, EL, leave
salary and surrender leave will be
taken up.

Do TDP & Jana Sena have guts to contest all 175 seats?

JAGAN'S CHALLENGE

MoUs for investments in 14 sectors

Red flags with TDP’s natl gen secy’s
image embarrass cadre in ‘padayatra’

MAKING STRIDES IN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

DELHI LIQUOR SCAM

Sisodia, Satyendar Jain resign

PNS n MUMBAI

Despite near 60 per cent more sup-
plies, the states continued to pay
more for their market borrowing
with the average bond pricing ris-
ing by 7 basis points to a multi-week
high of 7.68 per cent at the weekly
auction on Tuesday.

For the past many weeks, the
yields were more or less stag-
nant and so was the debt-rais-
ing.

Fourteen states raised a
record-high Rs 32,800 crore
from the market by issuing
state government securities
(SGS), which is a sharp 59
per cent higher than
the year-ago level, even

though the amount is 8 per cent
lower than indicated in the auction
calendar, Aditi Nayar, the chief
economist & head of research at Icra
Ratings said in a review note.

She said the 7 bps rise in the
weighted average cut-off to 7.68 per
cent is due to the concerns related
to monetary tightening as latest
inflation numbers surprised on the

downside.
However, despite the all-

time high borrowing and a
mild increase in the weighted

average tenor to 16 years
from 15 years, the
spread between the 10-
year SGS and yield came
down to 29 bps from 31
bps last week, she said.

States borrow a record
Rs 32,800 crore

AP JAC Amaravati gives strike notice to CS 

Power supply
disconnection
to GGH claimed 3
lives: Manohar 
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PRICE REVISED

In view of the increase in newsprint and related
costs, we are constrained to increase the cover
price of The Pioneer from Rs 3:00 to Rs 4:00 on
weekdays and from Rs 5:00 to Rs 6:00 on
Sunday with effect from today i.e., March 1, 2023.

-Publisher

I am challenging Chandrababu
and his adopted son (Pawan
Kalyan): Do you have the guts to
contest in all the 175 Assembly
constituencies in the state and
win? I have the guts
and trust that we'll
win and come to
power again as we
have done good to
the public
- YS Jaganmohan

Reddy
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Forecast: Sunny

Temp: 36
oc

Humidity: 42%

Sunrise: 6:38 AM

Sunset: 6:18 PM

Month & Paksham: Phalguna & Sukla Paksha

Tithi:Dashami: Mar 01 04:19 AM 
to Mar 02 06:39 AM

Dashami: Mar 01 04:19 AM
to Mar 02 06:39 AM

Nakshatram: 
Mrigashirsha: Feb 28 07:19 AM to 

Mar 01 09:52 AM
Ardra: Mar 01 09:52 AM to 

Mar 02 12:43 PM

Rahukalam: 12:28 PM to 1:56 PM

Yamagandam:  8:05 AM to 9:33 AM

Varjyam: 07:16 PM to 09:03 PM

Gulika: 11:01 AM to 12:28 PM

Amritakalam: 01:32 AM to 03:19 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: Nil

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy has lauded the
AP Seeds Development
Corporation (APSDC) for
winning the prestigious
Governance Now Award for
the second time. The Chief
Minister asked the officials
to keep up the good work.

APSDC won the award
under the Public Sector
Units (PSUs) Category this
year for supplying quality
seeds to farmers through
RBKs (Rythu Bharosa
Kendras) for the last three
and half years.

Vice Chairman and
Managing Director  of

APSDC G. Sekhar Babu and
Chairperson P. Sushmita
received the award from
Just ice  (Rtd.)  Deepak
Mishra, former Chief Justice
of  India in New Delhi
recently.

Agriculture Minister K.
Govardhan Reddy, Principal
Secretar y (Agriculture)
Gopalakrishna Dwivedi, and
Sekhar Babu met the Chief
Minister at the Camp Office
here on Tuesday and showed
the award. Governance Now,
an international agency, has
been present ing these
awards for the last nine years
to Government organisa-
tions and PSUs for rendering
good work in various fields.

CM lauds APSDC

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister for Endowments
Kottu Satyanarayana has said
that the construction of tem-
ples has been taken up in
such a way that there should
be no village without a tem-
ple across the State.

Speaking to media per-
sons on Tuesday, he said that
many issues were discussed
during the CGF committee
meeting. He said that as per
the orders of the Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, the construction of
Hindu temples is  being
undertaken on a large scale in
many slums and weaker sec-
tions of the State for the
preser vat ion of  Hindu
Dharma and for promoting it
on a large scale. He said that
financial assistance of Rs 10
lakh is being provided by the
TTD Trust for the construc-
tion of these temples. He
said that in addition to the
1,330 temples already taken
up in the state, another 1,465

temples have been added.
As per the request of many

public  representat ives ,
approval has been given to
take up another 200 temples
by constituencies. He said
that the construction works
of 978 temples undertaken by
the Endowments department
are going on in full swing. For
every 25 temples, the respon-
sibilities of the construction
work have been entrusted to
an assistant engineer and the
necessary AEs have also been

outsourced. He said that the
rest of the temple construc-
tions are being carried out
under the auspices of other
voluntary organisations.

Similarly, the CGF has
sanctioned funds for the ren-
ovation of several temples
and for  Dhupa Dipa
Naivedyam offerings. The
Deputy Chief Minister said
that out of the funds of Rs
270 crores, Rs 238.19 crores
have already been released.
He said that works worth Rs

68 crore have already been
undertaken with the funds,
while the rest are in the ten-
der stage. He said that Rs
14.74 crore has been spent so
far out of Rs 28 crore allocat-
ed in the budget to give Rs
5,000 per month to each
temple  for  this  year ' s
Dhupadipa Naivedyam. He
further said that Dhupa Dipa
Naivedyam was applied to
only 1,561 temples till 2019,
but at present, it has been
extended to 5,000 temples.

There will be no village
sans temple in AP: Kottu 

C
an the ruling parties in
the Telugu states,
with all their

efforts, afford to bank
solely on the sense of
gratitude of the tens of
thousands of beneficia-
ries of welfare schemes
even if they have not oth-
erwise delivered on the fiscal
and other crucial fronts of the
economy? The answer can
never be in the affirmative,
going by what is happening in
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana.

Making people feel grateful
is one thing and getting them
to vote as payback is quite
another. Most of the voters
these days are psychological-
ly not inclined to 'repay' the
ruling party for whatever they
have demonstrably benefited
from a string of welfare
schemes. They are fine with
taking notes from one candi-

date or his or her
representative and

voting for his rival, who
may have given them
something else in kind. 

The goings-on
in Telangana &

Andhra Pradesh are quite
instructive. What the people

of these states are feeling
about welfare schemes seems
to be at variance with what the
rulers are taking for granted.
The YSRCP government in
Andhra Pradesh and the
Bharat Rashtra Samiti govern-
ment in Telangana may be
confident about their secure
vote banks in the form of
grateful beneficiaries of their
welfare schemes. But the larg-
er question is: Will benefits to
individuals translate into pub-
lic loyalty towards the ruling
party? 

Strictly speaking, the word
gratitude has no place in con-

temporary politics. Today,
amidst the preponderance of
politicians who switch parties
to make and break govern-
ments, no political guru can be
sure that all his followers will
remain loyal to him through
thick and thin. When a sense
of gratitude is not evident
among turncoat politicians,
why would people feel guilty
about dumping politicians
who have the audacity to
think that people need only
crumbs thrown at them as

welfare benefits even if they
are denied the fruits of real
development.  Given a choice,
these people would prefer
individual benefits as well as
visible assets and infrastruc-
ture that help communities
live in reasonable comfort.

In Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh,community develop-
ment has taken a back seat
with most schemes tailored for
delivering individual bene-
fits. While roads and other
types of infrastructure are

crying for attention due to
professed lack of funds, there
seems to be no problem for
mobilising money to deliver in
time individual benefits. No
wonder, voters too get the
message: "Take money from
this guy but vote for that
guy". 

A case in point is the way
lakhs of women belonging to
Self Help Groups behaved
after receiving money to the
tune of Rs.15,000-Rs.30,000
each just days before the 2019
election;and that too, after
issuance of the poll notifica-
tion by the Election
Commission of India. Political
pundits had expected all ben-
eficiaries of SHGs to vote for
the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) headed by then chief
minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu. But the bulk of the
same womenvoted in favour of
then opposition YSR Congress
Party. Now YSRCP is transfer-
ring funds to individual bank
accounts of beneficiaries of
welfare schemes. Funds
totalling nearly Rs. 2lakhcrore
have been disbursed so far to
beneficiaries of various welfare
schemes (Nava Ratnaalu).
Progressive thinkers say that

this huge amount ought to
have been spent on creation of
assets for the state to benefit
even coming generations. The
Polavaram multi-purpose irri-
gation project has almost been
shelved for want of funds.
With just 25% of the total
amount spent on welfare
schemes till date, the project,
considered lifeline of AP, could
have been completed.

The project, upon comple-
tion, will cater to the entire
water needs of the state for
irrigation and drinking pur-
pose. A simple barrage on
River Krishna at Vijayawada
with storage capacity of just
3tmcf would ensure the sup-
ply of irrigation water of near-
ly 200tmcf by proper regula-
tion of water on either side of
the barrage. Once can imagine
how much amount of water
can be utilised through the
Polavaram project, which

would submerge 217villages
on either side of River
Godavari. However, the AP
government seems to be
happy with just its welfare
schemes. That is why the
probable dates for completion
of the project have been
changed thrice so far. 

Forget about gratitude, anti-
incumbency factor poses
threat to the ruling parties in
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao's brainchild 'Dalit
Bandhu' is being denied to
many individuals. It is under-
standable. When the two
Telugu states are neck-deep in
debts, people are bound to
look for a government that
will not burden them further.
This requirement may relegate
gratitude as a decisive factor in
the coming Assembly polls in
both the states. 

M D RATNA KUMAR 
Senior Journalist

In Telangana and Andhra Pradesh,community

development has taken a back seat with

most schemes tailored for delivering

individual benefits. While roads and other

types of infrastructure are crying for

attention due to professed lack of funds,

there seems to be no problem for mobilising

money to deliver in time individual benefits. 

PIN 
POINT 

Gratitude of welfare beneficiaries no longer bankable

Jagan's challenge
Continued from page 1

During TDP rule, the State suffered from
drought as it was headed by Chandrababu Naidu
who is an embodiment of injustice, cheating, and
lies.

The State is witnessing a class war between the
poor backed by the Government and the capital-
ists backed by the opposition, he said, cautioning
the people to be wary of the conspiracies of the envi-
ous TDP leader Chandrababu Naidu-led gang of
four and his foster son Pawan Kalyan. 

The Chief Minister asked the people to vote for
the YSRCP in the next elections if they feel they
have benefitted from the slew of welfare measures.

Reacting to the appeals of the Tenali MLA A.
Sivakumar, the Chief Minister sanctioned Rs 9 crore
for a new burial ground in the SC colony in the
town, Rs 4 crore for a Shadi khana for Muslims, Rs
5 crore for constructing an agricultural market yard
at Kollipara, Rs 10 crore for road widening
between Duggirala and Kollipara and Rs 15 crore
for the Municipal building. 

Agriculture Minister K Govardhan Reddy and
Tenali MLA A Sivakumar also addressed the gath-
ering.

Continued from page 1

The agency carried out
searches at their Hyderabad
residences in Kondapur,
Madhapur, Kukatpally, and
Gachibowli areas. The notices
pertain to alleged Amaravati
master plan irregularities and
the agency reportedly seized
documents regarding transac-
tions for 148 acres of land in
Amaravati.

Former ministers and others
in the government reportedly
put farmers under the appre-
hension that lands would be
taken away by the govern-
ment in the land-pooling
scheme without giving them a
package.\ In January, similar
raids were conducted at the
premises of NSPIRA
Management Services Pvt Ltd,
a company that belongs to
Narayana’s son-in-law, Puneeth
Kothapa. The raids were con-
ducted on the information of
cash flow to buy illegal and
benami purchases of assigned
land in 2014, and 2015. Cases
were registered against TDP
leader and ex-chief minister
Chandrababu Naidu,
Narayana, and some others on
the basis of a sub-committee
report on alleged insider trad-
ing in Amaravati. P Narayana
was a cabinet minister in the
TDP government and also
the founder of the Narayana
group of institutions.

CID notice ..

Continued from page 1

The Minister said that Andhra
Pradesh has the longest sea coast
in the country and the works
related to the development of
ports are underway on a fast track.
He recalled that Andhra Pradesh
has been number 1 in Ease of
Doing Business for three consec-
utive years in a row.

He said that during the GIS,
resources, infrastructure and facil-
ities in the state will be explained
to investors coming from across
the world. He pointed out that 8
percent of the country's exports are
from Andhra Pradesh and the
State is ranked 4th in SDG. The
Minister further said that 3 out of
11 industrial corridors of the
country are in Andhra Pradesh
and 48,000 acres of land is ready
for allotment for the investors. 

The State is ready to make all
initiatives for big petroleum com-

panies to invest in the state.
The Minister said that the gov-

ernment was keen on developing
ports and fishing harbours with Rs
15,000 crore through the AP
Maritime Board. With 10 ports
and nine fishing harbours across
the coastline, the industrial sector
in the State has the advantage of
development. The State govern-
ment will develop port-based
industries. Amarnath said that
Andhra Pradesh is number 1 in
coconut exports in food process-
ing. In horticulture, the govern-
ment is focusing on papaya, toma-
to, and mango-related food pro-
cessing industries. The govern-
ment was focused on the textile
sector which provides more jobs
to the youth. "In the energy sector,
we are focusing on investments in
renewable energy and expecting
major industries to invest in this
sector," Minister Amarnath said.

Investors from 25 nations...

Continued from page 1

A TDP leader said that
Lokesh should first confirm
whether the people are ready
to accept him as a leader to
lead the TDP which has a
host  of  senior  leaders .
Lokesh’s attempts to project
himself as an iconic leader,
the appearance of red flags
in his 'padayatra' and the
way in which he is address-
ing the crowds have become
a hot debate among TDP
senior leaders.

However, some ardent
TDP leaders, who have been
in the party since its incep-
tion, are unable to digest the
red f lags  of  Lokesh's
walkathon. 

Interestingly, the red flags
with the image of Lokesh
were seen on the dais of the

meetings. TDP senior lead-
ers are of the opinion that
without the images of NTR-
Naidu, Lokesh alone cannot
do much for the TDP since
he has to create such charis-
ma and recognition of a
popular leader. 

Another significant fea-
ture in Lokesh's 'padayatra'
is that he is focusing on ‘I’
instead of ‘We’. TDP senior
leaders also discussed the
issue in their meetings.
Instead of  highlighting
Naidu, Lokesh is highlight-
ing himself, a senior leader
felt.

However, some senior
leaders are of the view that
Lokesh is striving hard to
prove himself to be a popu-
lar leader and hope that he
would succeed in his

attempt. “As long as Naidu
leads the TDP, all leaders,
cadre, and the people sup-
port him. Lokesh cannot
become a  popular  and
charismatic leader as long as
Naidu is in politics,” a TDP
politburo member com-
mented. Naidu wore yellow
shirts during his 'padayatra'
but Lokesh is appearing in
white shirts during the
walkathon, a senior leader
pointed out. 

Sources said that some
TDP leaders disagree with
the strategies of  Rabin
Sharma who worked with
Prashant Kishor. “Jagan
Mohan Reddy has become
CM by following the strate-
gies of PK. But now the sit-
uation is completely differ-
ent,” a senior leader said.

Is Lokesh trying to come out...

Continued from page 1

Both have led what the
AAP describes as the "suc-
cessful transformation" of
Delhi ' s  educat ion and
health services, contribut-
ing to the party's popular-
ity and continued electoral
success.

The BJP had stepped up
its attack on the AAP fol-
lowing Sisodia's arrest and
had been demanding his
sacking, along with that of
Ja in ,  f rom t he  D elh i
Cabinet.

"BJP's struggle has borne
f r u it s .  We had  b e en
demanding that Manish
Sisodia and Satyendar Jain
would have to resign and
also go to jail. 

And out of embarrass-
ment ,  Chie f  Minis ter
Arvind Kejriwal had to
accept their resignations.
This is a victory of BJP
workers ,  a  v ic tor y  of
truth," Delhi BJP working
pres ident  Virendra
Sachdeva said.

"Liquor scam has hap-
pened with your complic-
ity and right under your
nose. You are responsible
for it. 

Our struggle, demand-
ing Kejriwal's resignation,
will continue," he added.

The  C ong ress  s a id
Sisodia has been arrested
in an "open-and-shut case
of  cor r upt ion" ,  and
demanded that Kejriwal
should be arrested too for
his involvement in the
liquor scam.

Congress leader and for-
mer Union minister Ajay
Maken said those who
formed their party on the
ant i -cor r upt ion  plan k
should answer questions
posed on the excise policy,
which was formed in com-
plete contradiction of  the
recommendations of the
committee set up by them.

"This is an open-and-
shut case of corruption
and a big scam has hap-
pened in Delhi and it
should be viewed accord-
ingly," he said.

Sisodia,
Satyendar..

AP shows the way with ....
Continued from page 1

Additionally, the government
has approved the development of
an AP Bulk-Drug Park at KP
Puram and Kodad village, and sim-
ilar proposals for Multi-Modal
Logistics Parks (MMLPs) at
Anantapur and Visakhapatnam are
also under discussion. APIIC has
also developed a Mega Food Park
with a Core Processing Centre

(CPC) at Mallavalli village, Krishna
district, and plans to develop a
Power Equipment manufacturing
HUB in Kopparthy. Moreover,
APIIC is developing industrial
parks through financial assistance
under the MSE-CDP scheme
released by the Government of
India, with 11 industrial estates
already developed and 22 more
projects proposed.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Secretary KS Jawahar Reddy
stated that the national awards
won by various departments of
the State government in diver-
sified fields including the pres-
tigious Central Board of
Irrigation and Power (CBIP)
award was an indication of its
best performance and a mat-
ter of pride.

During a review on the
awards won by various depart-
ments including the Energy
Department, the AP Chief
Secretary said that consistent
efforts, stakeholder support
and integrated approach with
all departments were the key
drivers for achieving the
national awards. He appreci-

ated all the departments for
winning prominent awards
such as Enertia awards, Skoch
Awards, National Energy
Conservation Award, CBIP
awards etc and advised them
to continue to put strong
efforts in improving the per-
formance and achieve many
milestones in future.  

“The State government is
laying special focus on increas-
ing the income levels of peo-
ple and improving the quali-
ty of life of the general public.
With these awards, we become
more accountable to people.
Each of us has a bigger respon-
sibility to ensure smooth func-
tioning of welfare schemes
and to provide best quality ser-
vices to all the stakeholders,”
said the Chief Secretary.

CS heaps praise on govt depts
for winning awards 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Village
Revenue Assistants'
Association State president
G Dhairyam, with general
secretary K Satyraju and
other leaders, submitted a
memorandum to the gov-
ernment seeking exemption
from the ‘Face App’ atten-
dance and solutions to other
issues. The APVRAA lead-
ers, along with AP Revenue
JAC chairman VS Diwakar,
met State Additional Chief
Commissioner of Land
Administration (CCLA)
AMd Imtiaz here on
Tuesday and submitted a
memorandum of their
demands. 

VRAs seek
exemption from
Face App norm
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“Not only the quality
of education but
also security of the
students is also very
important and to
take measures for
the counselling of
the students by
creating awareness
on Yoga, meditation,
etc to overcome 
the pressure.” 

PNS n CHANDRAGIRI

The prices of essential com-
modities in the State are
increasing every day and the
daily wage earners are pushed
into starvation, said TDP
national general secretary,
Nara Lokesh on Tuesday.

At Chandragiri, the locals,
particularly the dhobi commu-
nity, met Lokesh and told their
day-to-day problems. They
informed that the State
Government is forcing the
dhobis to pay the revised
power charges for using the
dhobi-ghats which is a heavy
burden.

They appealed to Lokesh to
take up the issue of allocating
dhobi-ghats of the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams to
them as they are now allotted
to outsiders. The members of
the Rajaka community
demanded that they be allowed
to wash clothes at the local
ponds. Lokesh promised to

take up all their problems
once the TDP is in power.

Later, Lokesh said that it is
the TDP that created rights for
women in ancestral property.
It was NT Rama Rao who
gave maximum representa-
tion for women in the
Legislative Bodies and also
established a separate uni-
versity, Mahila University, for
women. Later, Chandrababu

Naidu introduced the Dwcra
system for women with inspi-
ration from NT Rama Rao,
Every household has a gas
connection now because of
the Deepam scheme by
Chandrababu Naidu. Several
other schemes like Pasupu,
Kumkuma, Abhaya Hastam,
and other welfare measures
were initiated by
Chandrababu.

‘Steep hike in prices driving
daily wage earners to starvation’

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

SRM University-AP observed
the National Science Day on
Tuesday with various pro-
grammes. Dr Mukhesh
Tripathi, Director, AIIMS,
Mangalagiri, inaugurated the
celebrations.

National Science Day, aimed
at promoting scientific temper
and encouraging scientific
development in the country, is
observed annually on February
28 in honour of the discovery

of the Raman Effect by Indian
physicist CV Raman, who
received the Nobel Prize in
1930 for his discovery.

‘Global Science for Global
Wellbeing’ is the theme of this
year’s National Science Day as
it indicates the purpose of
raising public appreciation of
the scientific issues in a glob-
al context, which has a bearing
upon global well-being.

On the occasion, Dr Mukesh
Tripathi said, “Technology may
die with you in the textbooks,

classrooms and laboratories if
not developed further for the
benefit of common people“. He
elaborated on how research
should be made applicable to
advancing humankind.

The second SRM AP Science
Exhibition Competition (SRM

AP-SEC) and a Tour of the
Research Laboratories were
also held as part of the celebra-
tions. Over 200 students from
the neighbouring schools par-
ticipated in the programmes,
and around 43 exhibits were
displayed at SRM AP-SEC.

Nalanda Vidya Niketan and
GEMS school, respectively,
won first place in the senior
school category and junior
school category of the exhibi-
tion competition. The win-
ners were awarded mementos
and certificates at the end of the
ceremony. Prof D Narayana
Rao, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Prof
Ranjit Thapa, Dean-School of
Engineering and Sciences, and
Dr Vinayak Kalluri, Dean-
Academic Affairs, were pre-
sent.

SRM Varsity-AP observes National Science Day

Science Expo held at
Nirmala High School
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

On the occasion of National
Science Day, a one-day Science
Expo - 2023 was held at the
Nirmala High School
Patamata in Vijayawada
Tuesday.  It was inaugurated by
former principal Nancy D’
Souza accompanied by present
principal Gibi Antony, assis-
tant principal Mary
Magdalene and science staff.

Nearly 400 students of
Classes 6 to 9 actively respond-
ed, worked hard with the help
of the concerned teachers, and
participated enthusiastically,
making around 120 exhibits.

The exhibits were about
conservation of biodiversity,
alternative sources of energy,
pollution, important organs of
the human body, organic
farming, rainwater harvest-
ing, etc.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Health, Medical
and Family Welfare Vidadala
Rajini has said that all med-
ical colleges should act strict-
ly on ragging. A meeting was
held against ragging with the
Principals of the government
and private medical colleges
after the suicide of a medico
in Telangana state.

On the occasion, Minister
Rajani said that all the man-
agement of medical colleges
should be strict against the
ragging and no medico
should be harassed in any
manner. The principals were
instructed to take steps to
form anti-ragging committees
in the colleges. The officials
were instructed to take mea-
sures that the Director of
Medical Education and Vice
Chancellor of the University
should monitor the colleges
against ragging and other
harassment against the
Medicos.

Minister Rajani also said

“Not only the quality of edu-
cation but also security of the
students is also very impor-
tant and to take measures for
the counselling of the stu-
dents by creating awareness
on Yoga, meditation, etc to
overcome the pressure. Set up
mics in the premises of the
colleges to inform any infor-
mation immediately.” She
instructed the officials to take
steps for separate hostel facil-
ities for the seniors and
juniors along with their mess
timings. 

To implement District
Residency Program (DRP)
in all the colleges based on the
instructions of the National
Medical Council (NMC). As
a part of DRP, the PG students
should work for at least three
months in the villages which
helps the poor more.  

Director of Medical
Education Dr. Vinod Kumar,
YSRUHS Vice Chancellor
Babji, Registrar Radhika
Reddy, and others were pre-
sent. 

Act tough on ragging: Rajini

CPM seeks judicial probe into bogus voting 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

CPM State secretary V Srinivasa
Rao has urged the Election
Commission to conduct a judi-
cial inquiry into the allegations
of bogus voting by the YSRCP
in the Teachers' and Graduates'
elections in the State. “The rul-
ing party is trying to win the
MLC elections by violating
rules,” he alleged.

Addressing reporters at the
Balotsav Bhavan in Vijayawada
on Tuesday, Srinivasa Rao
alleged that the entire Education
Department was working for the
benefit of the YSRCP. Education
Department Principal Secretary
Praveen Prakash, SCERT
Director Dr B Pratap Reddy,
who had additional charge of
Kadapa RJD during the elec-
tions, and many others were
conducting meetings with pri-
vate management teachers and

lecturers to get votes, he alleged.
Besides, the State govern-

ment is making mistakes contin-
uously, by preparing fake iden-
tity cards at private printing

presses for the bogus voters. The
CPM registered several com-
plaints with the Election
Commission against bogus vot-
ing and government officials
influencing voters, but in vain,
he said. He demanded that the
EC prove that it had the strength
to prevent bogus voting in MLC
elections.

He urged the Election
Commission to take steps for
ensuring free and fair elections
by checking the ruling YSRCP’s
illegal activities. He said that the
YSRCP had no right to seek
votes from teachers, employees
and graduates.

The State government has not
implemented the Old Pension
Scheme (OPS) by scrapping the
Contributory Pension Scheme
(CPS), even after four years of
coming to power. During the
Padayatra of YSRCP's chief and
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan

Reddy, he had given assurance
that OPS would be implement-
ed if he came to power, he said.

Meanwhile, people’s repre-
sentatives are conducting agita-
tions demanding the release of
funds, though the majority of
sarpanches, MPP and ZP
Chairpersons belong to the
YSRCP, he said. The State gov-
ernment has no courage to face
the Opposition parties and so, it
is using police to suppress the
Opposition party leaders and
people’s representatives, he
added.

The CPM State secretary
demanded that the State govern-
ment bring back the lands which
had been given to Adani. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi should
open his mouth regarding
Adani’s issue. The CPM will fight
against the State and Central
governments’ anti-people poli-
cies, he said.

YSRCP trying to get votes by influencing private management teaching staff

CPM Andhra Pradesh State secretary 
V Srinivasa Rao addressing media at
the Balotsav Bhavan in Vijayawada on
Tuesday. Pic by Ch Vijaya Bhaskar

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

As many as 2,85,843 farmers
received Rs.62.26 crore under
the Dr YSR Rythu Bharosa –
PM Kisan scheme’s third
tranche of assistance for the
fourth year in a row in the erst-
while Krishna district. Of this,
Rs.32.93 crore was credited into
1,51,505 farmers’ bank accounts
in Krishna district and Rs.29.33
crore was credited into the
accounts of those in NTR dis-
trict.

Krishna Zilla Parishad
Chairperson Uppala Harika
and District Collector P Ranjith
Basha handed over the cheque
of Rs.32.93 crore to the farmers
at a function held in
Machilipatnam on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Uppala Harika said that the State
government was doing a lot for
the benefit of farmers in the
State. No other State govern-

ment is implementing these
types of welfare schemes. The
government also supplies seeds
and purchases crops through the
Rythu Bharosa Kendras, she
added.

Meanwhile, Planning
Commission Vice-Chairman
and Vijayawada Central MLA
Malladi Vishnu, Mylavaram
MLA Vasantha Krishna Prasad
and NTR District Collector Dr
S Dilli Rao presented a cheque
of Rs.29.33 crore to the farmers
at a function held at the
Gollapudi Agricultural
Marketing Yard near

Vijayawada.
Speaking on the occasion,

Mylavaram MLA Vasantha
Krishna Prasad said that finan-
cial assistance to farmers was
nothing but a help to society.
“Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy is a role model
for the country in implement-
ing farmers’ welfare activities.
With abundant rains, no man-
dal has been announced
drought prone in the State, he
added.

Nandigama MLA
Monditoka Jagan Mohana
Rao, Gollapudi Agricultural

Marketing Committee
Chairman Karampudi Suresh,
Agricultural Advisory
Committee Chairman
Yarkareddy Nagi Reddy, AP
Fibernet Corporation
Chairman P Gowtham Reddy,
Gowda Corporation
Chairman M Sivaramakrishna,
RTC Vijayawada Regional
Chairperson T Padmavati,
Zilla Grandhalaya Samstha
Chairperson T Jamala
Purnamma, Vijayawada Rural
ZPTC K Suvarna Raju, MPP
Chennu Prasanna Kumar,
YSRCP Vijayawada East in-
charge Devineni Avinash,
NTR District Agricultural
Officer M Vijaya Bharati,
ADAs B Venkateswara Rao, M
Srinivasa Rao, D Ramana
Murthy, Ch Srnivasa Rao,
Natural Farming DPM DMF
Vijaya Kumar, Horticultural
Officer Balaji Naik and others
were present. 

2,85,843 farmers receive Rs.62.26 cr

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A two-day national conference
on ‘smart materials’ was
organised by the Department
of Physics of Andhra Loyola
College. The valedictory pro-
gramme was held on the col-
lege campus in Vijayawada on
Tuesday. On the second day of
the conference, National
Science Day celebrations were
also held.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof Surya Narayana from
IIT, Hyderabad, talked about

artificial neuron networks and
memories which are useful in
developing super-fast memo-
ry storage devices and brain
mapping. They also help to
identify the defects in kidney,

liver and heart and other dis-
eases related to vital organs, he
said.

On the second day of the
conference, Prof K Srinivasa
Rao from KL University pre-

sented a biosensor application
that can be used for the early
detection of breast cancer,
which is very common in
India, more specifically in
Andhra Pradesh. This
portable biosensor, which is
easy to use, can save the lives
of millions of women suffer-
ing from breast cancer, he
added.

Conference convener Dr T
Sri Kumar said that the pur-
pose of National Science day
was to promote scientific tem-
per among the general public

and to induce learning of sci-
ence. He said that scientific
temper was essential for the
growth of the nation.

Further, he said India need-
ed two million young scien-
tists in all fields of Science and
Technology for the future
needs of the nation.
“Conferences like this will
help the students to learn and
understand basic research
opportunities,” he added.

On the concluding day,
guests presented certificates to
the participants.

Two-day national conference on ‘smart materials’ concludes

Inter-Dist Archery Championship
kicks off in Vijayawada

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The three-day Andhra
Pradesh Senior Inter-District
Archery Championship for
Men and Women kicked off at
the Satavahana College in
Vijayawada on Tuesday.
Satavahana College
Correspondent N Rama
Satyanarayana inaugurated the
tournament.

About 40 men archers and
30 women archers from all 13
combined districts are partic-
ipating in this senior inter-dis-
trict championship.

Speaking on the occasion,
Andhra Pradesh Archery
Association secretary
Cherukuri Satyanarayana said
that AP archers were excelling
at the national and the inter-
national championships.
Vijayawada archers performed

well and won medals at the
National Games, he added.

Satavahana College
Principal Sankar, Vice-
Principal and Director of
Physical Education Dr GCH
Sangeetha Rao, Chief Engineer
(rtd) Devineni Vasudeva Rao
and others were present.

VIKASIT-2023
at Vikas Engg
College
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Vikas Group of Educational
Institutions will conduct a
national-level technical and
cultural fest, VIKASIT – 2023,
on the college campus at
Nunna near Vijayawada from
March 3 to 4. In this connec-
tion, Vikas Group of
Educational Institutions
Secretary and Correspondent
Naredla Satyanarayana Reddy
released a poster on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Satyanarayana Reddy said that
around 2,000 engineering stu-
dents across the State would be
participating in the two-day
national fest. During the VIK-
ASIT Fest, VIKALPA, a quiz
competition, VIKSHEPA, pro-
ject presentation, VIKSHANA,
poster presentation, and
VIKHYATA, paper presenta-
tion, would be conducted, he
added.

Further, he said cultural
programmes such as Rangoli,
group dance and flash mobs
would be organised. On the
final day of VIKASIT, all par-
ticipants will get certificates, he
said.

Minimally invasive
cardiac surgeries
performed
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Two minimally invasive car-
diac surgeries were per-
formed successfully at
Kamineni Hospitals.
Kuricheti Lakshmi Naga
Venkateswara Rao (54) hail-
ing from Eluru underwent a
minimally invasive off-pump
CABG surgery while
Ketharju Aruna Rao (53)
from Penamaluru, Krishna
district, underwent a mini-
mally invasive cardiac surgery
of the MVR. The patients are
now on their way to full
recovery.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Vishal Khante, Senior
Cardiothoracic Surgeon,
Kamineni Hospitals, said,
“Minimally invasive cardiac
surgery (MICS) is a highly
advanced surgical technique
that involves performing
complex heart surgeries
through small incisions
instead of open heart surg-
eries. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh police per-
sonnel won eight medals,
including two gold medals, at
the 66th All-India Police Duty
Meet-2022 held recently at
Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh.
The State police won two
gold, four silver, and two
bronze medals and stood third
across the country. AP police
also bagged the winner’s tro-
phy and runner-up trophy.
The Meet was held for five
days from February 13 to 17.
Over 2,000 police officers
from 11 departments related
to 24 states, and 28 teams
from the Central Police
Organisation participated.

Director General of Police
K V Rajendranath Reddy
felicitated the officers who
won the medals at his office

on Tuesday. He also congrat-
ulated LKV Ranga Rao,
inspector general, of sports
and welfare, who led the team.
The awards were won in three
categories - scientific aid to
the investigation, computer
awareness, and shooting.

In the scientific aid catego-
ry, JRK Hanish Babu, inspec-
tor of police, Vijayawada city,
won a gold medal in the
forensic science written test
and a silver medal in lifting,
packing, and forwarding
exhibits. S Mansuruddin, the
inspector of police,
Dharmavaram, won silver in
the forensic science written
test.

Ch Siva Subramanyam, SI,
CID won gold in program-
ming ability, and J Kiran
Kumar, head constable, CI
cell, intelligence, won bronze

in computer awareness.
U Hymavathi, SI, won sil-

ver for crime scene photogra-
phy, and Ch Santosh Kumar,
PC, Octopus, won silver in
shooting (40 meters) and
bronze in 50 meters.

For the first time, the DGP
presented cash prizes to the
medal winners. Rs 10,000 was
given to gold medal winners,
Rs 8,000 to silver medallists,
and Rs 5,000 to bronze medal
winners.

The department has also
announced Rs 3 lakh cash
prize and three increments to
gold medal winners, Rs 2
lakh cash prize and two incre-
ments to the silver medal
winners, and Rs 1 lakh cash
prize and one increment to
bronze winners were awarded
as an encouragement to those
talented police personnel.

ALL-INDIA POLICE DUTY MEET

DR YSR RYTHU BHAROSA – PM KISAN SCHEME’S 

SCHOOL SCIENCE EXPO
CONCLUDES ON A GRAND NOTE

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The two-day State-Level Science
Exhibition-2023, organised by
the School Education
Department and the State
Council of Educational Research
and Training (SCERT), conclud-
ed at the Andhra Loyola College
in Vijayawada on a grand note
on Tuesday. As many as 260 pro-
jects were demonstrated by stu-
dents from across the State.
Scores of students visited the
exhibition.
On the concluding day of the

science fair, the School
Education Department and
SCERT observed the National
Science Day and the guests
who attended the programme
elaborated on the importance of
science in the present scenario.

Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation Mayor Rayana
Bhagyalakshmi along with NTR
District Joint Collector S Nupur
Ajay Kumar presented prizes to
the first, second and third-place
winners in five categories.
Speaking on the occasion, Mayor
Bhagyalakshmi said that stu-

dents should take science as a
passion and make useful inno-
vates for society. Everyone should
be inspired by Sir CV Raman,
Srinivasan Ramanujan, and APJ
Abdul Kalam and fulfil their
ambitions in future, she added.

SCERT Director Dr B Pratap
Reddy, Coordinator Bhagya Sri,
RJD, Kakinada G Nagamani,
NTR DEO CV Renuka, Krishna
DEO Tahera Sultana, Andhra
Loyola College Vice-Principal
Prabhu, NTR District Science
Officer M Hussain and others
were present.

AP ranks 3rd in medal tally 
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PNS n ELURU

MLC Election Returning
Officer and Joint Collector P
Arun Babu has directed the
officials to complete arrange-
ments to conduct Legislative
Council elections.

The Joint Collector held a
review meeting with the Nodal
officers concerned here on
Monday and directed them to
ensure that the elections are
held in a peaceful atmosphere
in the district.  

The Joint Collector also
reviewed manpower to con-
duct elections, training of elec-
tion staff, election materials,
ballot Papers, transport man-
agement, ballot boxes pro-
curement, model code of con-
duct, implementation of com-
mission, electoral roll, strong
room, counting, the appoint-
ment of micro observers,
Peacekeeping and
Communication Plan.

Speaking on the occasion, he
said that 6 candidates are con-
testing for the election of two
members to the Legislative
Council from West Godavari
local authorities constituen-
cies. He said that polling sta-
tions are being set up in Eluru,
Jangareddygudem, Kovvuru,

Bhimavaram, and Narsapuram
mandal centres for conducting
the elections on March 13.
Counting would be held on
March 16 and 1105 voters
would exercise their right to
vote.

The Joint Collector asked the
respective Sub-collectors and
RDOs to examine the polling
arrangements in these polling
stations in accordance with the
guidelines of the Election
Commission.

Arrangements relating to
the distribution of election
material and collection of elec-
tion materials should also be
examined. Officials should
work in accordance with the
rules of the Election
Commission. The officials
should complete the shifting of

election materials and printing
of ballot papers by the pre-
scribed time, he said. 

The Joint Collector directed
the nodal officials to keep a
strict vigil on tempting the vot-
ers and violating the rules. The
48 flying squads set up to
conduct the elections should be
fully operational. Check posts
should be established at neces-
sary places, he said, and asked
to keep a strict vigil to prevent
illegal liquor flow. 

In addition to the quality of
ballot printing, it should be
printed according to the
dimensions specified by the
Election Commission. Ballot
papers should be sent to the
respective polling stations
under strong infrastructure,
Arun Babu said.

Special security arrange-
ments should be made to bring
the ballot boxes to the strong
room after the elections, he
told the officials, asking them
to take strict security measures
to maintain peace and securi-
ty till the elections are over. The
contesting candidates should
be made aware of the election
rules. 

Training should be given to
the concerned staff on count-
ing of votes with sample ballot
papers, the Joint Collector
said. Eluru and West Godavari
revenue officials, ARO AVSN
Murthy, K Krishna Murthy,
SEB additional SP N
Suryachandra Rao, and a host
of other officials were among
those who attended the meet-
ing.

Complete arrangements for
MLC polls, JC tells officials

PNS n ONGOLE

CPI State executive member G
Esharaiah has alleged that a
huge quantity of granite scrap
is being transported to
Ramayapatnam port illegally
without paying taxes and
demanded the government
take steps to prevent it.  

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Tuesday, he said
that The Aurobindo Pharma
company, owned by YSRCP
MP V Vijaysai Reddy’s son-in-
law Nityanana Reddy, got the
contract of supplying granite
scrap from Chimakurthy gran-
ite mines to the
Ramayapatnam port.

As per the government’s
estimation, the Ramayapatnam
port requires 80 lakh tonnes of
granite scrap for the construc-
tion of the port and other pro-
jects. However, permission was
given to transport only 12
lakh tonnes of granite scrap. 

“For the last five months,

every day 700 truckloads of
granite scrap have been trans-
ported to the Ramayapatnam
port illegally. Moreover, only 30
tonnes of granite scrap should
be transported in each trip by
a truck but 50 to 60 tonnes of
granite scrap being transport-
ed against the permission given
to them. So far, several lakhs of
tonnes of granite scrap have
been transported illegally, evad-
ing crores of rupees tax,” the
CPI leader alleged.

Eeshwaraiah said that on
one hand, the government has
been stuck in debt, but at the
same time, the public money is
being plundered by some lead-
ers and their relatives. He said
that if sand is taken on a bul-
lock cart for the construction
of a house, a Rs 10,000 fine is
being imposed, but lakhs of
tonnes of granite scrap are
being transported illegally on
giant trucks but no cases have
been registered, he slammed. 

The granite scarp is being
shifted to Ramayapatnam port
from Chimakurthy mines with
the connivance of mining, rev-
enue, and vigilance depart-
ment officials. The roads,
through which the granite
scarp transporting trucks
passed, were badly damaged
besides a huge air pollution
being generated. Three persons
were killed due to falling gran-
ite boulders on them, he said,
alleging that when questioned
about it, the victims were
threatened. 

Eeshwaraiah said that the
CPI leaders visited the
C h i m a k u r t h y ,
Santhanuthalapadu, and Ongle
mines and examined the gran-
ite scrap illegal transporting.
He demanded the government
take steps to check the illegal
granite scrap transportation
to the Ramayapatnam port.
CPI district secretaries ML
Narayana, R Venkata Rao, and
R Ramakrishna were present.

CPI: Stop illegal shifting of granite 

PNS n ELURU

Superintendent of Police
Rahul Dev Sharma said that
steps have been taken to curb
the illicit liquor menace in the
district.

The SP conducted a surprise
inspection of Jeelugumilli
Police Station in Eluru District
on Tuesday. Later, he went to
the circle inspector's office
and inspected the station, and
checked the records.

Speaking on this occasion,
the SP said that strict measures
have been taken to prevent the
transportation of illegal liquor
from the Telangana state to the
district. He said that the man-
ufacture of country-made
liquor has reduced as the
manufacturers of the same

have been identified and
action has been taken against
them.

SP Rahul Dev Sharma stat-
ed that security measures are
being taken at the junctions of
the national highway and con-
necting roads to prevent road
accidents. Circle Inspector B
Venkateswara Rao and SI V
Chandrasekhar were among
the officials who were present.

Steps taken to curb
illicit liquor: SP Rahul

PNS n BHIMAVARAM

Collector P Prashanthi direct-
ed the officials concerned to
take steps to provide water for
irrigation for rabi crops.

The Collector on Tuesday
saw the irrigation canals and
branch canals at Cherukuwada
village in Undi mandal,
Kallalanka, and in Kalla man-
dal. On the occasion, the dis-
trict Collector asked the offi-
cials concerned to take steps to
ensure that there is no short-
age of water for the rabi crops.

While interacting with the
farmers, the Collector asked
them how to supply water to
the crops in the area. The
farmers informed the Collector
that if the farmers stop pump-
ing water to the aqua ponds

and divert the water to the
agriculture fields to raise crops.

District Collector
Prashanthi ordered that under
any circumstances every team
in the village should inspect
the canal and see where water
is being supplied properly

without any illegal use of water.
District irrigation office P
Nagarjuna Rao, district agri-
culture office Venkateswara
Rao, EE Dakshina Murthy and
other officials were among
those who accompanied the
Collector.

Rabi crop: Officials asked to
provide water for irrigation

PNS n ONGOLE

District Collector AS Dinesh
Kumar directed the officials to
take steps to do away with the
drinking water scarcity in
some mandals in the district.

The Collector held a video
conference with the officials
concerned here on Tuesday
and reviewed the supply of
drinking water and other
issues. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Collector directed the
officials to inspect the summer
storage tanks and take steps to
fill them to the full extent. He
asked the officials of RWS AE
and MPDO to work in a coor-
dinated manner to do away
with the drinking water scarci-
ty wherever it prevailed.

The Collector said that eli-
gible people should be encour-
aged to come to do MGNRE-
GA  works. He ordered the
officials to send a report on

the reasons why a large num-
ber of people are not coming
to the NREGA works.

The Collector also directed
the officials to issue show-
cause notices to APDs for lag-
ging behind in meeting the
given targets. SMS Attendance
should be registered through
the app, he told them and
warned that strict action would
be taken against the staff who
neglect this matter.

Sanitation should be given
high priority so that seasonal

diseases do not prevail, he
said, adding that the Tuesday-
Friday programme must be
conducted every Tuesday and
Friday. The Collector said oil
balls should be used in the
areas where water is stagnat-
ed to prevent larva production
to eradicate the mosquito
menace. Drainages should be
cleaned, bleached, and
sprayed, he told them,
announcing that 526 grama
panchayats have been select-
ed and declared as clean vil-

lages.
He said that the mandal

special officers should inspect
these villages again and find
out if there are any problems
and resolve them immediate-
ly. A special drive should be
taken up for the entire month
of March on this issue and the
PD, DRDA, and PD, MEPMA
officials should coordinate
with them and train the mem-
bers of Self-Help groups in
Gram Panchayats on the
necessity of Friday-Dry Day

by the Panchayat Secretary.
The grievances received dur-
ing the Jagananna Ku
Chebudam should be opened
on the website and lay focus
on resolving them, he told the
officials.

Collector Dinesh Kumar
said that people should be
made aware that electricity
bills can be paid through vil-
lage and ward secretariats. He
said that the money related to
the services should be deposit-
ed to the government from
time to time. The KYC relat-
ing to Ayushmanbhava should
be completed quickly. The
staff of the secretariats should
have biometric attendance in
the morning and evening.
Joint Collector M Asbhisikti
Kishore, sub-collector Sethu
Madhavan, DEO P Ramesh,
CPO Venkateswarulu and
RWS SE Mardhan Ali, and
other officials were present.

Take steps to mitigate drinking water scarcity: DC

PNS n GUNTUR

Andhra Pradesh Women’s Commission
(APWC) Chairperson Vasireddy Padma has
asked the women to take care of their health and
take nutritious food to keep diseases away. 

Vasireddy Padma participated in a seminar
organised jointly by the National Mahila
Commission and AP Mahila Commissioner on
the campus of Acharya Nagarjuna University
on Tuesday. Speaking on the occasion, she
regretted that women are given less priority in
providing nutritious food to families despite
women having to lead the families. 

The women should have to take care of their
own health since the onus of leading the fam-
ily is on them, she said. She warned that severe
health problems in women may lead to cancer
and asked them to take all precautions. 

People started understanding the importance
of health after the devastation of the
Coronavirus pandemic, she said. She thanked
Dr.Sarada for organising a seminar to discuss

the health problems of women. She also laud-
ed Dr. Sarada for her motivation of women to
take care of their health.

Earlier, Vasireddy Padma inaugurated the
free health clinic on the University promises.
Women’s Commissioner members Vinita,
University vice-chancellor Rajasekhar, Register
Santhi Sri,  Dr.Radhika, and Mahila
Commission secretary Y Sailaja were among
those who spoke.

APWC chairperson asks women
to take care of their health

PNS n GUNTUR

Jana Sena Party (JSP) political
affairs committee chairman
Nadendla Manohar has alleged
that the government hospital
doctors in Tenali could not
provide medical treatment to
the road accident victims due
to the disconnection of power
supply as the officials were
beautifying the area for the
CM's visit and that led to the
death of three persons.

In a statement here on
Tuesday, Manohar said that in
view of Chief Minister Y S
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s Tenali
visit, the power supply was dis-
connected in the area where
the GGH was located as part
of arrangements for his visit.
Since there was no power sup-
ply in the Tenali GGH, those
who suffered injuries in the
road accident were not provid-
ed medical treatment which
claimed three lives, Manohar
alleged.

The doctors of the GGH
told the relatives of the road
accident victims that since
there was no power supply in
the GGH, they could not treat
the accident victims, Manohar
claimed. When the accident
victims were taken to the
GGH, relatives of the injured
were asked to take them to
another hospital since there

was no power supply in the
GGH, he alleged. 

Manohar said that a massive
generator, which was being
taken to the Chief Minister’s
public meeting venue to pro-
vide electricity to the CM’s
meeting, led to a major road
accident in which three were
killed due to lack of treatment
by in time in the GGH.

Power supply to the GGH
was disconnected as the offi-
cials took up beautifying the
road for the Chief Minister’s
visit, Nadendla Manohar lam-
basted.

Earlier, addressing the cadre
virtually, Manohar criticised
Jagan Mohan Reddy refused
his own mother and sister
and questioned how he could
take care of the people of the

state.  
"The farmers have not been

disbursed the Mandous cycle
storm crop loss and the farm-
ers were left in the lurch.
When the farmers demanded
to purchase their paddy pro-
duce, they were arrested," he
lamented. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi disbursed money to the
farmers under the PM Kishan
scheme but Chief Minister
Jagan Mohan Reddy disbursed
the same by pressing a button
at a programme in Tenali,
ridiculed.

Manohar also objected to
the Chief Minister for flying on
a helicopter to reach Tenali
from Tadepalli. The Chief
Minister used a helicopter to
travel 26 KMs, he slammed.

Power supply disconnection to
GGH claimed 3 lives: Manohar

Power supply 
to the GGH was
disconnected as
the officials took
up beautifying
the road for the
Chief Minister’s
visit, Nadendla
Manohar
lambasted.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Cyber Crimes Police
on Tuesday cautioned peo-
ple against the  false mes-
sages regarding  Ministry of
Home and the Department
of Ayush being circulated in
the city.

The messages apparent-
ly claim that fraudsters are
duping people in the name
of the two ministries. Such
information is causing chal-
lenges to genuine officials
from the ministry of statis-
tics in collecting data. 

Due to the circulation of
such messages, citizens are
not cooperating with the
officials.

In an appeal  to the
public, the Cyber Crimes
Police said, "Public are
requested to cooperate
with the staff of statistics
and programme imple-
mentation and furnish
the data required for
compilation of national
demographic statistics.
Public are also requested
not to believe the false
news being circulated
through Whatsapp and
other social media plat-
forms."

Fake messages
on Home
Ministry being
circulated

PNS n HYDERABAD

Women from fishmen com-
munities of Hyderabad
exhibited their products at
the Grand Startup Conclave
on Animal Husbandry and
Dairy exhibition.  

The stalls grabbed the
attention of most of the
guests and the team also
received orders of fish pick-
les.

Tharuni Fish Value-Added
Products Producers
Cooperative Society of
Hyderabad district sourced
the f ishes from local
Musheerabad market and
also the ladies were from
fishermen community, which
made it easy for them to sup-
ply fresh f ish for their
cuisines.

One of the ladies, Deepika

said, "We have our own
premises in Bansilalpet. We
got registered three months
ago and previously it was in
the unorganised sector. Now
we have 150 members who
formed a team under
Cooperative Society Act and
our seed fund is in the
process."  

"Our objective is that we
have observed that fish prod-
ucts or cuisine have a lot of
demand and we are exploring
the business to make people
taste our style of cooking and
we would like to supply these
to every household," she
added.

The team has more than
60 varieties of fish fry, prawn
curry, fish biryani and fish
pickles. They customise the
orders for people as and
when they receive orders.

Fish cuisine at Startup
Conclave a big draw

Three drug peddlers
held; hash balls,
mobiles seized
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad Narcotics
Enforcement Wing (H-NEW)
in coordination with the
Miyapur Police on Tuesday
arrested three drug ped-
dlers and seized 110
hash balls and two
mobile phones from
them.

The thee accused
were identified as
Dudaram Chaudhry
, a shopkeeper and a
resident of Hafeezpet,
Shanti Devi who worked with
Chaudhry and is a resident of
the same area and Mahender
Kumavath, an employee of a
gas agency.  Chaudhry and
Devi, were married and ran

the shop in Prem Nagar
Colony of Hafeezpet. They
also sold hash balls at Rs 100
each to the customers.

Kumavath purchased the
drug from Rajasthan and sup-

plied them to the couple.
In an appeal to peo-

ple, the HNEW
Deputy Commiss
ioner said,  "It is a
request from
Hyderabad City

Police to the
youth/students not to

fall prey to drugs and
request the parents to keep a
watch on the activities of their
children and feel free to
approach police or pass infor-
mation to Police on Phone No.
8712661601. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

A team of South Zone Task
Force, in coordination with
Chaderghat police, on Tuesday
busted a fake educational cer-
tificates racket and arrested
seven persons.

The accused were identified
as Mohammed Hafeez (32) a
travel agent and a resident of
Bazarghat, Abdul Rauf (32),
owner of the Eduwise
Overseas consultancy at Abids
and a resident of Chikalguda,
Mohammed Irfan (28) a trav-
el agent and a resident of
Santoshnagar, Shahnawaz
Khan (29) , a resident of
Edibazar, Mohammed Zubair,
employee of the Fly Abroad
Consultancy and a resident of
A C guards, Salman Khan
(29), receptionist at the consul-
tancy and resident of
Mallapally and Mohammed

Abdul Sattar (33), a resident of
Kaladera Malakpet.

They provided fake certifi-
cates at high prices to students
aspiring to study abroad. The
police seized fake SSC certifi-
cates, 11 mobile phones,
Intermediate and Degree cer-
tificates and cash worth Rs
20,000 from the accused.

Habeeb initially joined
Reliance Academy
Consultancy at Tolichowki
after completing B Tech. He
met a person named Sunil
Kapoor a native of Delhi, who
came to Hyderabad for educa-
tional marketing.

Later, they planned to pro-
vide fake educational certifi-
cates to aspirants who aspired
to go abroad for higher stud-
ies. In 2015,   Habeeb started
a consultancy by the name Fly
Abroad Consultancy at
Malakpet. 

Racket making fake edn
certificates busted

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Madannapet police on
Tuesday arrested three per-
sons, including two minors,
for trespassing into a house
and damaging property.

The incident occurred at
the Muneeb Colony, at the
residence of Mir Mazar Ali
Abid. One of the accused was
identified as Mir Mahboob
Ali (22) aka Sohail, an auto
driver and a resident of
Ramnaspura, Hyderabad.

The identity of the minor
accused hasn't been revealed
by the police. They entered
the premises and poured
kerosene and petrol on three
bikes and a car, setting the
vehicles ablaze. 

The bikes belonged to
Abid's tenants.  

Three held for
trespassing at
Madannapet
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R Stray dog kills infant sleeping next to
mother in hospital in Rajasthan

A
month-old child, who was sleeping next to his mother at a government hospital,
was taken away by a stray dog and mauled to death in Sirohi district of
Rajasthan, police said on Tuesday. The body was found outside the hospital

ward, they said. Police said the CCTV footage showed that two dogs went inside the
TB ward of the hospital late Monday night and one of them returned with the infant.
Sitaram, SHO, Kotwali said Mahendra Meena, the father of the child, was admitted in
the hospital for silicosis treatment.
He said the child's mother, Rekha,
who was attending to the patient
along with her three children,
dozed off. The officer said the
hospital staff was also not present
at the ward at the time of the
incident. "Post-mortem has been
conducted by a medical board. A
case will be registered in the
matter after further investigation,"
the SHO said.

Five children in Kolkata die of 
respiratory infections

A
mid the growing cases of adenovirus in the state, West Bengal saw the death of five
children primarily due to respiratory infections in different hospitals here in the city in
the last 24 hours but doctors are unsure whether it was due to Adenovirus, a health

department official said on Tuesday. Out of the five children, two were undergoing treatment
at Kolkata Medical College and Hospital while three others were treated at the Dr. B C Roy
Post Graduate Institute of Paediatric Sciences, he said. "All of the five children died due to
pneumonia. We are still waiting for the
test report on a nine-month-old to confirm
whether she died due to Adenovirus or
not," the official said. Two infants died in
government hospitals in Kolkata due to
respiratory infection, a health official said
on Tuesday. A nine-month-old baby from
Chandernagore in neighbouring Hooghly
district died at the Kolkata Medical College
and Hospital, while another child died at
the Dr B C Roy Postgraduate Institute of
Paediatric Sciences, he said.

Army man injured after being pushed
from moving train 

A
n Army personnel was seriously injured after he was pushed from a moving train by
three unidentified people when he resisted their attempt to snatch his bag, police said.
The incident took place in the early hours of Tuesday when the Shalimar Express was

passing Darapur by-pass Tanda here on the Jalandhar-Jammu rail track, they said. The young
army personnel was travelling to Jammu from Ambala, police said. When the train reached
Tanda, Sachin Sharma noticed that three unidentified people were tampering with the luggage
of the passengers in the coach, police
said. When the miscreants tried to
snatch his bag, he resisted following
which a scuffle took place and they
pushed him from the moving train, they
said. The Army personnel sustained
serious injuries, but somehow managed
to reach Jaja Bypass Tanda where some
people took him to the Community
Health Centre from where he was
referred to a government hospital in
Hoshiarpur, police said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India expects its proposed free
trade agreement with the
European Union to be a "game-
changer" and is looking for-
ward to a mutually advanta-
geous conclusion to the nego-
tiation process for the pact
within a "short planned time-
line", External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said on Tuesday.

In an address at an event of
the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), Jaishankar also
said that Europe and India can
strengthen each other's strate-
gic autonomy by reducing
dependencies, cooperating on
critical technologies and ensur-
ing supply-chain restructuring.

The external affairs minister
also said that capacity building
would be key to sustain India-
Europe cooperation.

"We expect the India-EU
FTA will be a game-changer for
the India-EU relationship. We
look forward to a mutually
beneficial, mutually advanta-

geous conclusion to the nego-
tiation process within a reason-
ably short planned timeline,"
he said.

Jaishankar said India is
expected to be the only major
economy to keep growing at
well above six per cent per
annum in the foreseeable
future, and thus, will remain
one of the major growth
engines of the world.

In June last year, India and
the European Union restarted
the negotiations for the long-
pending trade and investment
agreement after a gap of over

eight years.
Launched in June 2007, the

negotiations for the proposed
agreement have witnessed
many hurdles as both sides had
major differences on crucial
issues.

"India's new approach to
trade agreements addresses
issues of non-tariff and behind-
the-border barriers, quality
standards and related bench-
marks," Jaishankar said at the
India Europe Business and
Sustainability Conclave.

"With like-minded partners,
we have actually demonstrat-
ed in recent years a fast-track
change in our FTA negotiation
processes. FTAs with the UAE
and Australia were actually
concluded in record time," he
said. Behind-the-border barri-
ers are non-tariff discrimina-
tory trade barriers within a
country. "Europe and India
can strengthen each other's
strategic autonomy by reduc-
ing dependencies; cooperating
on critical technologies; and

ensuring supply-chain restruc-
turing. The India-EU FTA is
therefore our very important
goal," Jaishankar said.

The external affairs minister
said the recently unveiled
Trade and Technology Council
(TTC) will provide the struc-
ture and strategic guidance to
the partnership between the
two sides.

The TTC is expected to
facilitate exchange of critical
technologies relating to an
array of domains, including
artificial intelligence, quan-
tum computing, semiconduc-
tors and cybersecurity.

The TTC with India is the
European Union's second such
technology partnership after
the first one with the United
States that was firmed up in
June 2021. 

"I would like to say that
India's relations with Europe
are stronger and deeper than
ever before and this event itself
is a testimony of that assertion,"
Jaishankar said.

PNS n CHENNAI

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankar on Tuesday said he
expected the Members of the
Parliament to perform by par-
ticipating in healthy discus-
sions and refrain from disrupt-
ing the House proceedings.

As Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha he has the onus to
ensure discipline in the House,
besides creating an environ-
ment that paves the way for
development oriented issues,
he noted.

Also, he stressed the need to
maintain decorum in the Rajya
Sabha, the temple of democra-
cy and justified the breach of
privilege against a member
(Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi) for dumping unau-
thenticated information in the
Parliament.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Centre for Innovation
at IIT Madras here, he said in
a veiled reference to the oppo-
sition parties, by virtue of his
position as chairman of Rajya
Sabha, he was duty bound to

ensure discipline in the house.
"This is a permanent struc-

ture which can't be dissolved.
There is a model for us (on
conduct)," Dhankar said indi-
rectly referring to the recent
disruptions during the
Parliament session.

The tax payers' money
would go waste if the
Parliament, meant to hold the
executive accountable,
remained disrupted without
transacting any business, he
said and appealed to the young
minds to generate an ecosys-
tem so that purity and sancti-
ty of democracy and
Parliament or legislature is
not outraged.

"Make it a mass movement,
make the representatives
accountable. The people who
send the MPs look up on
them to perform and do not
approve disruption or distur-
bance," he said.

The recent stormy session of
the Parliament witnessed fre-
quent disruptions on a host of
issues including a demand for
joint parliamentary committee
on the Adani-Hindenburg
issue.

The Parliament should not
become a dumping ground for
any unverified information or
reckless allegations, the VP fur-
ther said.

"You must authenticate the
information and take respon-
sibility for it. If turns out to be
wrong, then we have a mech-
anism in Parliament - the
breach of privilege. See the
global scenario, hauling some-
one for breach of privilege is
not throttling freedom of
expression but it is throttling
dumping of unauthenticated
information on the
Parliament."

India expects FTA with 
EU to be ‘game-changer'

MPs should perform in
House: VP Dhankar

ED gets remand of
J'Khand engineer for
money laundering 

PNS n RANCHI

A special PMLA court here
on Tuesday granted the
Enforcement Directorate
another four days remand of
Jharkhand Rural
Development Department
chief engineer Virendra
Kumar Ram arrested in a
money laundering case, his
counsel S S Dubey said.

The special PMLA court
here on February 23 had
sent Ram to ED custody for
five days in the case linked to
alleged irregularities in the
implementation of some
schemes. 

The Jharkhand govern-
ment had suspended its Rural
Development Department's
Chief Engineer with effect
from February 23 till further
orders. The ED had arrested
Ram in the money launder-
ing case last week. Ram was
taken into custody under the
criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
after a prolonged session of
questioning at the agency's
office in Ranchi.

PNS n MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on Tuesday told
the legislative assembly that his
government is with the onion
farmers, amid reports of falling
prices of the key kitchen sta-
ple in the wholesale mar-
ket, and talked of
financial help for the
growers if required.

Speaking on the
floor of the lower
house, Shinde said,
"We are firmly standing
by the onion growers in the
state. NAFED (National
Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India
Limited) has started onion pro-
curement and that would push
the prices up."

NAFED, an apex organisation
under the Union Ministry of
Agriculture, deals with marketing
cooperatives for agricultural pro-
duce in India.

"On our request, NAFED has

increased its onion procurement
and 2.38 lakh tonnes (of onion)
have already been purchased
from farmers. If a particular area
does not have a procurement cen-
tre, then it will be opened for
farmers," Shinde said on the sec-

ond day of the budget ses-
sion of the state legisla-

ture.
The price per kilo-

gram of onion came
down to Rs 2 to Rs 4
on Monday at

M a h a r a s h t r a ' s
Lasalgaon Agricul ture

Produce Market Committee,
Asia's biggest onion market,
prompting angry farmers to stop
the auction of the bulb. "There is
no ban on export of onions. If
required, farmers will get some
financial assistance as well," the
chief minister said.

Earlier in the assembly,
Chhagan Bhujbal, an NCP leader
from Nashik district, spoke about
farmers' distress and questioned
the Centre's policy over onion.

PNS n GUWAHATI

Asserting there will not be
hung assembly in either
Tripura, Nagaland or
Meghalaya, as predicted in
some exit polls, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday said the
NDA will form governments
with absolute majority in all
the three northeastern states.

Sarma, the NEDA convenor,
said no NDA (National
Democratic Alliance) partner
will go into any alliance with
either Congress or the
Trinamool Congress after the
results are declared on
Thursday.

"There will be no hung
assembly. The NDA will form
governments in all the three
states," he said at a press con-
ference here.

Several exit polls have pre-
dicted hung assemblies in
Tripura and Meghalaya
although the NDA will be the
largest block.

Only in Nagaland, psephol-
ogy surveys have predicted the
return of the NDA to power
with an absolute majority.

When asked about candi-
dates for the chief minister's
post in the three states, Sarma
said there will be a status quo
in Tripura and Nagaland.

"Tripura will have a BJP
CM, while we are in a coalition
government in Nagaland," said
the convenor of the North East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA),
the regional wing of NDA.

In Meghalaya, the chief
minister will be decided after
considering the number of
states won by the BJP, he
added.

PNS n BENGALURU

Seeking to give a boost to its
campaign for the Assembly
polls round the corner in
Karnataka, the BJP on
Wednesday will launch its
'Vijay Sankapla Yatre' from
four different directions across
the state, in specially designed
vehicles or "Rathas" with the
party's central leaders set to
give it a headstart.

BJP national president J P
Nadda will kick-start the 'yatre'
from Male Mahadeshwara
Hills in Chamarajanagar dis-
trict.

While Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh is scheduled to
flag off another Yatre on March
2 from Nandagad in Belagavi
district, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is slated to launch
the third and fourth yatras that
will start from Basavakalyana
in Bidar district and Avathy in

Devanahalli near Bengaluru,
on March 3, in the morning
and afternoon, respectively.

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, former Chief
Minister and BJP's
Parliamentary board member
B S Yediyurappa, party's state
President Nalin Kumar Kateel,
and national General Secretary
C T Ravi are among those
expected to take part in the
launch of the yatras.

Speaking to reporters in
Hubballi on Tuesday, Bommai
said, "PM Modi, Amit Shah
and Nadda have been visiting
the state already. Union
Ministers Dharmandra
Pradhan and Mansukh
Mandaviya, who are poll in-
charges too have visited. Many
other important leaders too
will visit the state for cam-
paigning."

The Ratha Yatras that will
begin on March 1, 2 and 3 will

cover all the Assembly con-
stituencies, he said, adding
that "during this yatre too
many party leaders will be
visiting the state."

According to party leaders,
more than 50 state and nation-
al leaders will take part in this
campaign, which will cover all
31 districts and 224 constituen-
cies of the state, where elections
are due by May. 

The tours will cover 8,000
km, along which the party has
planned over 80 rallies, 74

public meetings and about 150
road shows, they said, adding
that it is expected to "touch"
about four crore people. 

The 20 days 'yatre' will cul-
minate with a mega rally in the
district headquarters town of
Davangere on March 25 which
will be attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The yatre that will begin
from four different places will
consist of 10-12 leaders in
each of them. 

All the four places of histor-
ical or religious importance
seem to have been chosen for
the start of yatras --
Basavakalyana is a holy place
for the Lingayats, while
Nandgad (where memorial of
freedom fighter Sangolli
Rayanna is located) and Avathy
(birthplace of NadaPrabhu
Kempegowda) are reportedly
picked with an eye on Kuruba
and Vokkaliga communities.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday
alleged that Gautam Adani's
elder brother Vinod Adani has
a "central role" in the Adani
Group and asked whether India's
"all-powerful agencies" will
investigate allegations of "round-
tripping and money-laundering"
by offshore shell companies
connected to their family.

Posing a set of three questions
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as part of the party's
"Hum Adani ke Hain Kaun"
series, Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said in its
January 29 response to "serious

allegations" against Gautam
Adani's elder brother Vinod
Adani, the Adani Group had
tried to distance itself stating that
he does not hold any manager-
ial position in any Adani listed
entities or their subsidiaries and
has no role in their day-to-day
affairs.

"Yet more and more revela-
tions are coming out about
Vinod Adani's central role in the
Adani Group," Ramesh said,
adding that this has led the
Congress to also start a sub-
series on the allegations against
Adani -- "Dikh Raha Hai Vinod".

"The PM (prime minister) can
keep recycling all his old abus-

es against the Congress but he
cannot escape getting three
pointed questions daily on his
role in the Adani Maha Mega
Scam," Ramesh tweeted and
posted his questions to the
prime minister.

Recently, Adani Group stocks
had taken a beating on the
bourses after US-based short
seller Hindenburg Research
made a litany of allegations,
including fraudulent transac-
tions and share-price manipula-
tion, against the business con-
glomerate whose chairman is
Gautam Adani. The group has
dismissed the charges as lies, say-
ing it complies with all laws and
disclosure requirements.

In a statement, Ramesh said
the Adani Group had filed var-
ious memoranda with stock
exchanges stating that the group
means "S B Adani Family Trust,
Adani Properties Private

Limited, Adani Tradeline LLP,
Gautam Adani, Rajesh Adani,
Vinod S Adani." "Now we learn
that an March 18, 2020 letter
from the Adani Group to the
Registrar of Companies in
Ahmedabad said that: 'Mr Vinod
S. Adani, Promoter of the
Company, has informed change
(sic) in significant beneficial
interest...," Ramesh alleged in the
statement posted on Twitter.

This letter was signed by the
Adani Enterprises Company
secretary and joint president
(legal) Jatin Jalundhwala and
clearly shows Vinod Adani to be
a key player in Adani Group
affairs, he claimed.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Hitting out at the AAP govern-
ment over the now-scrapped
excise policy, the BJP on
Tuesday said it will raise aware-
ness on the "conspiracy" that
was hatched to "toy" with the
future of youths in Delhi by
allowing "proliferation" of
liquor vends.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the BJP headquarters,
the party's national spokesper-
son Sudhanshu Trivedi said the
"proponents of new politics"

didn't even refrain from taking
steps that would have drowned
Delhi youths in a state of ine-
briation.

He said the party has decid-
ed to raise awareness on the
issue, as "for us, it is not just a
issue of corruption", but is also
about the "future of youths in
Delhi".

The BJP's attack comes a day
after Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia was
sent to five-day custody of the
CBI by a special court here in
the Excise policy scam case.

Trivedi tore into Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia,
who was arrested by the CBI
on Sunday evening in connec-
tion with alleged corruption in
the formulation and imple-
mentation of the now-
scrapped liquor policy for
2021-22.

"It must be an unusual thing,
that in Delhi 'Shiksha Mantri'
(education minister) and
'Sharab Mantri' (excise min-
ster) are the same," he said, tak-
ing a dig at Sisodia, who holds
both the portfolios.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The world's longest river cruise
MV Ganga Vilas on Tuesday
reached Dibrugarh, conclud-
ing its 50-day river journey that
began from Varanasi in Uttar
Pradesh.

On January 13, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi flagged
off the cruise from Varanasi.
During its journey, the cruise
crossed 5 states namely Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West

Bengal and Assam. It entered
Assam on February 17 via
Dhaka, Bangladesh. Ganga Vilas
covered 3,200 kilometre across
27 river systems. During the
journey, the onboard tourists
visited 50 tourist spots includ-
ing world heritage sites, nation-
al parks, river ghats, and major
cities like Patna in Bihar,
Sahibganj in Jharkhand, Kolkata
in West Bengal, Dhaka in
Bangladesh and Guwahati in
Assam. The tourists, including

from Switzerland, of the cruise
were welcomed by Union
Minister of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal
along with Shripad Yesso Naik,
Minister of State for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways,
Rameshwar Teli, MoS Labour
and Employment, Petroleum
and Natural Gas. According to
an official statement, the luxu-
ry cruise has three decks, 18
suites onboard with a capacity
of 36 tourists.

PNS n MORIGAON (ASSAM)

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Tuesday urged BJP workers to
make the people aware of the
work undertaken by the
Central government and
ensure that party candidates
win the maximum number of
seats in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections.

If the BJP government is
working for the people but
does not manage to win the
maximum number of seats, it
will serve no good for the saf-
fron party, seeking a third
straight term at the Centre in
the 2024 polls, he said.

Addressing a meeting of
elected BJP representatives at
Morigaon, Rijiju said, "We

have to work by setting a tar-
get for 2024 Lok Sabha poll.
We have to ensure that the BJP
candidate becomes the MP
from this area."

Morigaon comes under
Nagaon Lok Sabha constituen-
cy, which was wrestled by
Congress' Pradyut Bordoloi
from the BJP in the last elec-
tion.

We're with onion farmers:
CM Shinde in Assembly

BJP set to launch mega yatra, cover 8,000
km as campaign heat picks up in Karnataka

‘No hung Assembly, NDA to form
govt in all three NE states’

World's longest cruise MV Ganga Vilas completes 50-day journeyRijiju asks BJP workers to ensure party
gets maximum seats in 2024 LS polls

Cong wants probe into Vinod Adani's shell firms Will raise awareness on ‘conspiracy' hatched to
'toy' with future of youths, says BJP



S
ome of the leading
economies of the
world are facing chal-
lenges to maintain
the expected eco-

nomic growth rate. Although
the abundance of cheap
labour and the initiative
towards FDI (foreign direct
investment) has made certain
economies with a promising
prospect the strong founda-
tion and tremendous trust
generated by Indian banking,
public and private sector units
provided a much-needed
impetus during and after
Covid-19. Although initially,
India was not very aggressive
in its economic reforms, it
gradually started creating an
inner web of confidence-
building measures to provide
not only economic growth
but also ensure the develop-
ment of each section of soci-
ety, thus, coming out with a
framework of socio-econom-
ic justice that helped in build-
ing trust. Numerous Indian
business experts and investors
have carved a niche for them-
selves overseas, particularly in
the field of information tech-
nology, biotech, pharmaceu-
ticals and health care where
even advanced countries need
to still catch up. Besides,

India’s indigenous entrepre-
neurs and industries certain-
ly give it a huge advantage
over the higher level of FDI
of other leading economies of
the world. For example, the
Chinese export-led manu-
facturing progress is mainly
based on FDI, which is hard-
ly a substitute for home-
grown entrepreneurship.
India’s strength lies in creat-
ing its internal markets as it
already has a fast-growing
middle class.

Financial dealings are not
as simple as they appear to be
and require constant moni-
toring by competent author-
ities. Besides, India has
brought forward all necessary
requisites required for a good,

business-friendly environ-
ment for investors across the
globe. The trust generation by
India’s services-driven indus-
try and an excellent political
system based on pluralism
and democracy further
strengthen its institutional
stability. Recently, there has
been a revolution in the
process of opening up start-
ups as they have crossed the
landmark of more than ten
thousand providing a huge
impetus to employment gen-
eration during the last five
years alone. The robust digi-
tal Payment System and neo
strategy of start-ups have cre-
ated more than one lakh of
both direct and indirect jobs.
The strategy to enhance its
operational and support net-
work, ranging from rural to
urban areas, ensured a much
higher rate of return on assets.
India also made magnificent
strides in several areas,
including knowledge and
skill-based intensive services
such as telecommunication,
pharmaceuticals, biotechnol-
ogy, professional services of
doctors, teachers and man-
agement professionals, etc.

In the coming days, var-
ious programmes under the
aegis of G 20 will get support

and agreement about limiting
climate change issues and
opening up gateways for
renewable energy and devel-
opment in technological
knowhow along with chan-
nelizing the sources of power
generation and creating a
mechanism to withstand sud-
den challenges. Even though
the going is getting tough
globally, the G20 Presidency
has provided a ripe time for
India to emerge as a perfect
choice not only for manufac-
turing and assembling in the
economic arena but also for
being the perfect partner
globally in myriad areas. The
cooperation of G 20 nations
can also provide new tech-
niques and develop challeng-
ing strategies to meet the
needs of even the most vul-
nerable nations which would
lead to the creation of an
inclusive world society,
though may seem like a chi-
maera. This will bring a pos-
itive change in International
Relations towards more con-
tiguity and harmonious rela-
tionship.
(The writer is the recipient of

the Bharat Gaurav Award
and is a professor and expert

on strategic affairs)
Concluded

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi’s fascination for technology and focus on its use
in governance is accepted as a fact of life, as a given that no one bothers to notice
— like fog in December and a heat wave in June. So, his statements on Tuesday

about the potential of technology and modern digital infrastructure may not attract the
attention they deserve. “We are creating modern digital infrastructure in India while also
ensuring that the benefits of the digital revolution reach every section of the society,”
he said, addressing a post-Budget webinar on the subject of ‘Ease of Living using
Technology.’ He also said, “Can we identify 10 such problems of the society which

can be solved by AI [artificial intelligence]?” It needs
to be highlighted that none of Modi’s predecessors
were so impressed by the wonders that technology
is capable of performing — not even Jawaharlal
Nehru, for all his emphasis on rationalism and ‘sci-
entific temperament.’ In fact, India’s relationship with
technology became quite adversarial in the first part
of the last century, and that was primarily because
of Mahatma Gandhi's aversion to technology — indeed
to even science and the Western civilisation (which
he dismissed as just an “idea”). Hence the glorifica-
tion of charkha, khadi, etc. — the glorification that
had a baneful effect on India. Gandhiji’s contributions
to the nation are indisputable but some of his ideas

also caused great harm; his attitude towards technology was one of them.
Modi, however, never had antipathy towards technology. Addressing the gathering

at the webinar, he said that India of the 21st century is constantly empowering its citi-
zens with the use of technology, adding that every Budget in the past few years has
stressed the ease of living for people with the help of technology. In Budget 2023-24,
the Prime Minister emphasised, the priority is given to technology and a human touch.
The way technology has changed our lives is also seldom noticed. Come to think of
it: The way we pay our electricity and phone bills, do online shopping, buy train and
plane tickets, book hotels, etc., these days was unthinkable at the turn of the century.
The delivery mechanism of various welfare schemes, with the help of technology, has
improved considerable—both in terms of the quantum of benefits reaching the bene-
ficiaries and the ease with which they reach. The Prime Minister elaborated upon the
role of technology in this by giving examples of One Nation One Ration Card and the
JAM (Jan Dhan-Aadhar-Mobile) trinity, Arogya Setu and CoWin App, and Common Service
Centers. These decisions, the Prime Minister rightly pointed out, have enhanced the
ease of living of the citizens. “Going a step further, we can identify the areas where
dialogue with the Government can be further eased,” he added. All the systems may
not be functioning perfectly but technology, and appropriate government intervention,
can make things even better.

Right focus

nalisation of key populations and those liv-
ing with HIV and AIDS can hasten the end
of the dangerous disease. 

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola

ANOTHER YATRA
Sir — It is good news that the Congress
party is considering another Yatra from
Porbandar in Gujarat to Parshuram Kund
in Arunachal Pradesh and if it materialis-
es it will be good for the Cong as well as
for the Indian democracy and it will be a
direct signal to other political parties that
in 2024 PM candidate will be from
Congress. In any democratic country, it is
a common phenomenon that leaders do
leave the parties and it is an ongoing Cong
should stick to its core issues such as sec-
ularism and should not adopt the soft
Hindutva as the party had done this mis-
take previously also. 

Every such long march is meant for
political mileage and the party should use
this occasion to strengthen the party at the
grass root level and to infuse enthusiasm
among the common workers of the party.
Congress party should continue its present

zeal created by 'The Bharat jodo yatra. as
Rahul Gandhi elaborated on the last day
of the plenary session of the Congress at
Raipur. Whatever new enthusiasm had
been created Cong should maintain the
same. The country had already seen suc-
cessful such type of long marches:

Rath Yatra by LK Advani and Cycle
yatra by Akhilesh Yadav in Uttar Pradesh
as well as Narmada yatra by Digvijay Singh
in. Madhya Pradesh and Kanyakumari to
Delhi yatra by Chandra Shekhar and it is
a well-known fact that all the above
yantras mentioned proved a success for the
party who organised it. It was only the Rath
Yatra by LK Advani which created chaos
and a law and order situation in the entire
country otherwise such types of long
marches do remain peaceful.    Congress
party should finalise the programming of
the second Bharat jodo yantra and should
concentrate on the next parliament elec-
tions which are to be held next year.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar

RESOLVE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS
Sir — Apart from the US, Egypt, Jordan,
Israeli and Palestinian representatives par-
ticipated in the meeting held on Sunday at
the Red Sea resort of Jordan's city of Aqaba.
The meeting was hurriedly convened in a
bid to defuse the escalation of hostilities
between the two rivals in the West Bank
region during the past months. Israeli and
Palestinian officials vowed to defuse the
escalating violence, issuing a joint statement
in which Israel said it would halt work on
new Jewish settlements in the occupied
West Bank for four months. Within an
hour of the announcement, Prime Minister
Netanyahu tweeted, dismissing the
announcement of a four-month morato-
rium, saying "without any change, in
Judea and Samaria," using the Biblical term
for the West Bank. The building and
authority will continue according to the
original plan and construction schedule."
This means that no peace settlement is pos-
sible between the Palestinians 

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

ZERO DISCRIMINATION DAY
Sir — No country or region of the world
is free from acute and chronic prejudicial
tendencies against its citizens based on race
and sex. Obtuse institutionalisation and
rabid state funding of discrimination
make it a far bigger menace. Quite a few
layers have to be broken to separate sani-
ty from hate. The propensity of several
nations to govern through bias and hate is
disdainful. No one is born with hate; he or
she is 'taught' or 'programmed' to hate oth-
ers. Therefore, he or she can be taught to
love as well. Zero discrimination may
appear too far-fetched. However, the
United Nations Programme on HIV and
AIDS ( UNAIDS), broadly shaped " zero
discrimination day" on the first day of
March every year.

It recognises the fact that the decisive
step towards minimising discrimination is
to unify the minds of diverse races and cul-
tures. " Save lives: decriminalise", the
theme this year, highlights how decrimi-
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Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama touches foreheads with a young boy before addressing students in Dharmshala PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

PM Modi wants 10 problem areas of the society to be
identified which can be solved by artificial intelligence

T
he famous Chennakeshava temple at Belur
presents a very heartening picture where the
annual Rathotsava(chariot festival) starts only

after verses from the Quran get recited by a Muslim
cleric! So it is very unfortunate to witness
Karnataka in the daily national news for all the
wrong reasons revolving around rabid Hindutva
muscle-flexing over hijab, halal, again, fictitious
"love jihad", vandalism of Churches and portray-
al of the Christian missionaries as "devils" going

all-out to "convert" the Hindus or tribals! And of
course, misusing the name of Tipu Sultan to gen-
erate Islamophobia! When the sane section among
the Indians get shuddered on witnessing rabid reli-
gious muscle-flexing leading to ugly violence in
various parts of the country; the show of sanity
and harmony in the historic Karnataka temple
indeed acts as a soothing balm on parched blood-
ied hearts! Let's hope that amidst the communal
mayhem all around, the people of Karnataka will
draw inspiration from the Chennakeshava tem-
ple authorities and succeed in retaining this age-
old syncretic tradition alive by keeping the mer-
chants of hatred at bay. Also, inspiration can be
drawn from Suntikoppa — that oasis of commu-
nal harmony and island of hope in these intoler-
ant times — to establish the eternal and ultimate
truth of humanity.

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata

ital processing. For this prop-
er availability of instruments,
skill preparation to use them
and the ability to understand
numerals in digital form are
among the many require-
ments. A countrywide com-
munity of literate ‘digitalised
’users would perhaps be less
than 50% of the total popula-
tion. Its use will produce hic-
cups. Creating media hype
over the digitalisation process,
will in such cases only com-
pound the rampant confusion.

The language of commu-
nication has first to target ‘lit-
eracy’ both overall and in
written form. If this is ignored
and the digitization process is
serenaded, the result is going
to be great schism and confu-
sion within society. This would
not be a healthy trend. No
social change process can ride
the wave unless it first creates
a foundation of bottom-line lit-
eracy. Hence, it is logical to
conclude that digitalisation
assumes literacy. 

This is one of the para-
digms that cannot be wished
away by a policy decision. It
needs to be appreciated that
digitalisation is the outcome of
an extended process. This
extended process may take
much time to bridge. Hence,

the precursor activities of digi-
talisation are a must for suc-
cessful digitalisation. 

Even when this is accom-
plished, the availability of tech-
nological gadgets is a prime
instrument for the use of
methods of digitalisation.
Those who are not familiar
with it may respond to its
needs with empathy, bewilder-
ment, or simple negation. In
any of the three cases, progress
is stymied.

Thus, the deduction is
that digitalisation is an impor-
tant follow-up step in the suc-
cessful implementation of any
action directed at a communi-
ty. Until certain basic condi-
tions are met, digitalisation
would have to wait. As men-
tioned earlier, even when the
basic conditions are met, mod-
ifying them for digitalisation
requires certain gadgets to be
physically available in given
numbers. Even when those
numbers are reached, mainte-
nance may further require the
vocational diversification of
related professionals. People
who are dealing with mainte-
nance efforts in general, also
need to be sensitised to the
maintenance needs of different
forms of digitalisation-related
gadgets.

Take the case of a mobile:
its use requires familiarisation
of commands for use of the
instrument. It is bewildering to
recognise that electronic de-
vices have a variety of unique
vocabularies ranging from
‘cookies’ to ‘sync.’ Many of
these words don’t even figure
in dictionaries, and one can
only get used to them through
time, careful mentoring and
support in the practice of the
commands. All these have
conditions that are difficult to
attain without errors. These
errors can be costly when
they cover not only the earth
but the "clouds" (the pun is
‘unintended’). The elabora-
tion can go on and needs to go
on. The purpose of this text is
to focus on the simple propo-
sition of the precondition of
effective operational digitalisa-
tion. It is about time the
experts in digitalisation also
started focusing on this aspect
of the digitalisation process.
This a process that may be
seemingly difficult to grasp but
inevitable in the evolution of
the progressive use of ‘digital-
isation.’

(The author is an interna-
tionally acclaimed manage-
ment consultant. The views

expressed are personal)

Digitalisation:
handle with care 

E
ach era has its buzz-
words so has the pre-
sent one. The list could
include ‘diversity’, ‘in-
clusion’, ‘innovation’,

‘creativity’, ‘digitalisation’ and
more can be added not only as
per fashion but as per region and
intellectual predilection. There is
nothing wrong with that. The
issue, however, is, that insufficient
thought in the use of words,
spreads vagueness in the environ-
ment. Fashion becomes a substi-
tute for content. As a result,
thereof, the overall sense of direc-
tion gets defused.

In the list enumerated above,
the word ‘digitalisation’ is of par-
ticular significance. The wor-
shippers of technology have a
good case with the project ‘digi-
talisation.’ It is an important
component of the growing use of
technological wares. The use of
microchips and other interven-
tions has altered the character of
many ‘engines’, including tele-
phones and other instruments
which affect everyday life. Terri-
tories like Taiwan have based their
economic prosperity on the spe-
cialised manufacturing of the
chip. Other territories have done
the same. That is another story. 

Coming into India, the situ-
ation is unique. To put it simply:
India is a conglomerate of prac-
tically all slices of human civili-
sation since the most ancient
times. Beginning with ancient
times to the present, there is lit-
tle binding these different slices
of civilisation into a unified
whole. Perhaps, it's arguable that
the cultural variables put togeth-
er different civilisation eras into
some sort of cohesion. This cohe-
sion is visible in terms of values,
ability to deal with nature, and
approach to wealth and work.
This is needed not only for iden-
tifying culture but also for giving
people's identities to a landscape.

The coming of digitalisation
would affect almost everything in
the landscape. The most obvious
and universal is the use of digi-
talisation in the handling of
money. Gold was a medium of
exchange. It gave way to other sys-
tems of its kind, and then tokens
or paper currency came in. The
token or paper currency is being
progressively replaced by a sym-
bolic transference of money from
one hand to another through dig-

Communal harmony at Rathotsave  

Digitalisation is inevitable, but it must be adopted only after proper ‘digital
literacy’; end users must be made aware of its drawbacks

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

SUDHIR HINDWAN

As G20 President India has an opportunity to emerge as a perfect
choice for manufacturing and a preferred trading partner  

DIGITALISATION
IS THE OUTCOME
OF AN EXTENDED

PROCESS. THIS
EXTENDED

PROCESS MAY
TAKE MUCH TIME

TO BRIDGE.
HENCE, THE

PRECURSOR
ACTIVITIES OF

DIGITALISATION
ARE A MUST FOR

SUCCESS



T
he impacts of climate change are becoming more visible daily, putting
pressure on nations to fulfil their commitments towards reducing
carbon emissions. It is estimated that we need up to a 55% reduc-

tion in CO2 emissions to keep the goals of the Paris Agreement on track.
At the same time, ‘sustainability’ has become synonymous with address-
ing global warming, with most countries exploring solutions that will help
them achieve sustainable development without compromising the peo-
ple's future. Today, a sustainable society must be socially responsible,
focussing on environmental protection and maintaining an equilibrium
between humans, natural resources, and economic growth. Creating a
‘Circular Economy’ by rewiring high-emitting sectors around efficiency,
circularity, and sustainability has emerged as the magic mantra. And ‘Digital
technologies can help accelerate this transformation. 

An Accenture-World Economic Forum study revealed that energy, mate-
rials, and mobility were the three highest-emitting sectors (approx. 74%)
in 2020. They also represent the sectors where digital technologies hold
the highest potential to reduce emissions. According to the study, if dig-
ital technologies are scaled across these industries, it could deliver up
to 20% of the 2050 reduction needed to hit the net-zero trajectories. These
industries can immediately reduce emissions by 4-10% by quickly adopt-
ing digital technologies! Achieving sustainability is no longer the respon-
sibility of the government alone. Most companies have set individual sus-
tainability goals, partly to improve efficiencies and fulfil the demands of
an increasingly alert consumer market.

Application of digital technologies to achieve sustainability goals
Most digital technologies like Big Data analytics, advanced AI, the

Internet of Things (IoT), edge computing, Blockchain, Cloud, etc., offer
applications that can help an organisation migrate to low-carbon systems.
However, it is up to the management to identify the application suitable
for their needs. Usually, companies appoint a Chief Information Officer
(CIO) responsible for successfully integrating technologies to advance
the organisation’s sustainability agenda. Today, companies have the choice
of multiple sustainability management platforms that allow them to receive
real-time information on how their plant, manufacturing facility, or offices
are functioning. These platforms integrate the data sourcing and collec-
tion functions to generate analysis and accelerate the process of prepar-
ing accurate reports. 

How are digital technologies helping companies?
It is well known that greater technology adoption has been the dri-

ving force behind Industry 4.0. Now, Disruptive innovations and next-gen-
eration solutions are delivering on the sustainability agenda of the com-
panies. Businesses invest in digital software and solutions that seam-
lessly integrate into their frameworks and internal reporting structures.
This ensures that data is available, standardised, and shareable across
the value chain and helps in day-to-day functions such as moving raw
materials up to the product stage, optimising routes, and enhancing effi-
ciency. Companies are also prioritising digital inclusion to achieve work-
force skill development. It helps them to prepare the existing and future
workforce to quickly adapt to technological advancements in the unit and
safely handle digital technologies. Forging partnerships with other busi-
nesses through real-time data and insights derived with the help of dig-
ital solutions, including the company’s sustainability agenda, is helping
organisations venture into new and developed markets. Sustainability has
emerged as an environmental, economic, and social driver, capable of
transforming how businesses are done, governments function, and how
people live. Digital technologies are at the forefront of helping achieve these
goals and missions. With more businesses across industries exploring
innovative and digital solutions to their everyday problems, technology
will play a pivotal role in creating balanced economies. Digital solutions
can help improve productivity and efficiency, achieve cost savings, reduce
product waste, track progress across all business divisions, and analyse
outcomes. Smart technologies and solutions thus have the potential to
alter the entire value chain of businesses across industries.

(The writer is Managing Director, Exhibitions India Group)
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FIRSTCOLUMN
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
CAN REDUCE EMISSIONS

I
ndia ranks 3rd in terms of
producer of e-waste after
China and the United

States of America. According
to a Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) report for FY:
2019-2020, India generated
1,014,961.2 tonnes of e-waste
for 21 types of electrical and
electronic equipment (EEE).

The Associated Chambers
of Commerce and Industry of
India (ASSOCHAM) and
KPMG joint study on Electro-
nic Waste Management in
India released on September
2017 identified that computer
equipment accounts for almost
70 per cent of e-waste, followed
by telecommunication equip-
ment phones (12 per cent),
electrical equipment (8 per
cent), and medical equipment
(7 per cent) with remaining
from household e-waste. 

Health and Environmental
Challenges 
E-waste poses a huge risk to
humans, animals, and the
environment. The presence
of heavy metals and highly
toxic substances such as mer-
cury, lead, beryllium, and cad-
mium pose a significant threat
to the environment even in
minute quantities. 

E-waste releases harmful
chemicals, such as lead, on
burning, which adversely
impacts human blood, kidney
and the peripheral nervous
system (Health). When it is
thrown into landfills, the
chemicals seep into the air and
groundwater affecting both
land and sea animals (Environ-
ment). Decomposing e-waste
is an expensive process and
only a few developed countries
can afford to do so. These

require special treatment and
cannot be dumped in landfill
sites.

E-waste recyclers in India
is predominantly an informal
sector activity (small-scale,
informal sector buyers often
known as ‘kabadiwalas, and
they further sort and sell these
as input material to artisanal or
industrial processors). There
are thousands of poor house-
holds making a living from
scavenging materials from
waste dumps.  

Despite the Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change (MoEFCC)
releasing the E-waste (Mana-
gement) Rules in 2016 and fol-
lowing it up with upgrades,
lack of investment, infrastruc-
ture, and consumer awareness,
there are still roadblocks to the
effective handling of the waste.

The Way Forward
In addressing the e-waste

hazard, there is an urgent
need to move from a Linear &
Reuse economy to a Circular
economy. The linear economy
follows the cycle as raw mate-
rial, production, use and then
to non-recyclable waste and
the Reuse economy follows
raw material, production, use,
production and then to non-
recyclable waste, while the
Circular economy follows raw
material, production, use, pro-
duction and then to recycle
waste. The linear economy
focuses on profitability, irre-
spective of the product life
cycle, whereas the Circular
economy targets sustainabili-
ty.

A sound market-based
incentive focusing on stake-
holders encourages both

demand and supply-side fac-
tors to voluntarily adopt e-
waste recycling. Incentives
could be in the form of tax
concessions or rebates, to
ensure compliance across the
electrical and electronics
industry.  

Stakeholder collaboration
While producers are responsi-
ble for e-waste management
(EPR), consumers, retailers,
state governments, munici-
palities, NGOs, CSOs, Self-
Help Groups (SHGs), local col-
lection agencies and others
need to play an appropriate
role in collection, facilitation,
and creation of infrastructure
to make e-waste management
a success. Digitally connecting
stakeholders will open oppor-
tunities for industry collabora-
tions and participation by

stakeholders will result in
implementing robust waste
segregation – collection – dis-
posal best practices.

Awareness is the Key
NGOs and Self-Help

Groups (SHGs) need to be
provided with funding and
incentives to create informa-
tion campaigns, capacity build-
ing, and awareness among
key stakeholders including
end consumers by educating
them on their role in e-waste
management. 

This can be achieved by
NGOs, Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) and government agen-
cies by targeting resident wel-
fare associations (RWAs), pri-
mary and secondary schools
and colleges, etc. The govern-
ment needs to conduct a
multi-stakeholder consulta-

tion with the public sector, for-
mal and informal e-waste pro-
cessing sectors, civil societies,
and academics to develop an
e-waste management system
and promote information,
education, and communica-
tion activities in schools, col-
leges, and industry. 

Additionally, “E-waste
awareness champions” need to
be instituted on educational
campuses to engage and
spread the key messages in e-
waste management. Awareness
campaigns for educational
institutions need to include E-
waste films, AV guides, posters
and pamphlets disseminated. 

Development of course
curricula for schools with
emphasis on e-waste man-
agement and arranging a visit
to a nearby e-waste recycling
facility will help E-waste

awareness champions with a
better and first-hand under-
standing of the end-to-end e-
waste management process.

Keeping this objective in
mind, Lions Clubs Inter-
national in partnership with
Primus Partners has launched
the world’s largest e-waste
awareness and collection cam-
paign “Dump or Donate''. 

This initiative shall be
actioned by nearly 3 lakh vol-
unteers through approximate-
ly 10000 Lions Clubs across
every nook and corner of this
country. Lions Clubs' basis
the success plans to make this
an annual event and consider
taking it globally as well.

(AP Singh is the International
Third Vice President of Lions

Clubs International and
Sameer Jain is the Managing
Director of Primus Partners)

Creating awareness is the key to achieving e-waste management objectives. AP Singh and Sameer Jain delve into the details

Incentivise recycling for e-waste management

UN FIGURES

SHOW THAT

80% OF THE

PEOPLE

DISPLACED IN

THE WORLD BY

CLIMATE

CHANGE ARE

WOMEN. INDIA

IS NO

DIFFERENT

T
here is no planet B. Period. There
can’t be a plan B either, where the
climate crisis is concerned.
Nature and its resources are lim-
ited and there is no way where

we could ever outsource them. No
resources, no plan B. A model of climate
change on the computer and big talks and
red flags will not help either. Globally, we
are reaching a place where climate change
will soon stop becoming a threat to it
becoming a reality. It is no longer distant.
It is here and is for real. And it exists on
this very planet. Climate Change. Catch it
if you can.

From melting glaciers to burning
forests, rising sea levels, worsening floods,
blizzards, ice storms, cyclones, droughts,
pollution, sinking cities, and Changing sea-
sons- the earth is running a fever. Global
temperatures have increased. Mark Twain
said, 'Climate is what you expect, and
Weather is what you get.’ According to
reports, Asia is on the verge of extreme heat,
rising sea levels, growing losses from
severe water, and increasing food insecu-
rity in coming decades as climate change
raises temperatures and alters weather pat-
terns across the globe.

India is hyper-diverse in terms of its
natural habitats, biodiversity, and socio-cul-
tural ethos. With over a few billion people,
we need to conserve our biodiversity and
ensure human well-being. And we need to
worry about it. The deadly heat waves indi-
cate we need to become serious. Given the
country’s large coastline, the sea level rise
could become a disaster. Poor air quality
is not only an urban problem but a rural
one too. This gloomy blanket of air pollu-
tion has also clouded the vision of the
Government at the helm. Just like the cracks
that not only seem to have affected the state
of Uttarakhand, because of digging for a

(The writer is an MLC,
BRS. The views

expressed are personal)

project, there are some cracks in the
system and its already fragmented
and unclear policies as well. 

While our Prime Minister and
the Bharatiya Janata Party talk
about development and Sabka
Vikas, the untold truth is that we
have destroyed our climate and our
green cover for the sake of this
‘Vikas’ and ‘New India’. A lot of
noise is being made around ‘Har
Ghar Jal’, but the reality is flimsy and
is building castles in the air. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led union
government only makes flimsy
promises for environment restora-
tion but, there is hardly any fund
released for the same.

Our rural women still do not
have access to clean tap water at
home. They walk miles, away from
her home and comfort zone, to
ensure her household does not run
dry of water. The rivers are drying
up. The water reservoirs are empty.
‘Amrit Sarovars’ certainly do not
have any ‘Water’ left in them. I am
happy that our Prime Minister is
worried about our mothers and sis-
ters suffering and choking in the
kitchens due to fuelwood smoke.
The Ujjawala Scheme promises to
give them LPG Cylinders. But have
we succeeded? Our mothers and
sisters are happy only on the posters.
The reality seems to be different.

With the consistent effort of the
Telangana Government, the forest
cover of the state increased by 7%
while the national average was
only 3%. Further, talking about
Telangana, many measures have
been single-handedly taken for the
agricultural development of farmer

welfare, especially that of margin-
al women farmers, by the BRS
Government. The Government
under the leadership of Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekhar Rao
has speedily completed the
Kaleshwaram Project and provid-
ed irrigation water to make
Telangana an acre farm, rehabilitat-
ing ponds through Mission
Kakatiya, increasing the water stor-
age capacity, raising the groundwa-
ter level, and implementing
schemes like 24-hour free electric-
ity supply to farmers. In the year
2014-15 we had 1 Crore 31 Lakh
Acres, and by the year 2021-22 2
Crore 04 Lakh Acres i.e., 70 Lakh
Acres of new cultivation and cul-
tivable land. 

Mission Kakatiya is an innov-
ative program undertaken by the
Government of Telangana to restore
water resources. Most of the lands
supporting the ponds have been
brought under cultivation by reha-
bilitating the chain ponds and
removing the silts, the groundwa-
ter capacity has increased and the
water in the wells and boreholes has
increased and is useful for double
crop cultivation. Around 15 lakh
Ayakattu have been fixed. The gov-
ernment has spent Rs.5,000 crores.
Through Mission Kakatiya, the
government has taken measures to
divert water from large and medi-
um-scale projects to rehabilitated
ponds and make the ponds full
spheres with full water storage
even in the dry season. 

Rising issues about individuals'
mental and emotional health have
also become a looming concern.

The pandemic has only made us
aware of prevailing gender-based
violence, mental health, and phys-
ical abuse in families. It did not
come with the pandemic, and,
therefore, it will not recede with it.
It is here because our surrounding
environment is giving it a rise. The
Central Government is taking a lot
of pride in empowering the Nari
Shakti. But this Nari Shakti is bear-
ing the brunt of changing climate
and the Government is not even
ready to address that a problem like
this exists. Let us not get into the
game of numbers and data here, but
the increasing crime rate, in BJP-
ruled states, puts society at shame.   

While climate change does not
discriminate, its effects do. It may
seem bizarre, but climate change
does contribute to deepening pover-
ty, displacing population, and quick
deterioration of resources. These
effects take a huge toll on women
and girls. Just by talking about
Green Growth, we do not achieve
it. We need to work on the ground,
with viable plans. 

UN figures show that 80% of
the people displaced in the world
by climate change are women.
India is no different. This is a spe-
cial year for India as we lead the
G20 nations with Presidency. If we
are not able to make strong, con-
crete efforts now, we will never be
able to reverse the damage done.
The time is now to act, to make our
environment and climate safer for
our mothers and sisters. This
would then be the real ‘New India’,
the ‘Amrit Kaal’ for our mother-
land.

Use of cutting-edge digital technologies
can help companies move towards
sustainability, writes Chandrika Behl

KAVITHA RAO

Bearing the brunt of
climate change
Women are the worst sufferers of climate change. It is not an ‘Amrit Kaal' for
them as they still have to toil hard
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S
ebi on Tuesday cancelled the registration of four brokerage houses for facilitating its
clients to trade on the platform of the now defunct National Spot Exchange Ltd (NSEL) in
illegal 'paired contracts'. The brokerages whose registrations were cancelled were Share

India Commodity Brokers, Sharewealth Commodities, CIL Commodities and Eureka
Commodity Brokerage. By providing such a facility of taking exposure to 'paired contracts', the
brokers exposed their clients to the risk
involved in trading in a product that did not
have regulatory approval, Sebi said in four
separate orders. The acts by the brokers
raised doubts on their competence to act as
a registered securities market
intermediaries, the orders noted.
Accordingly, the regulator noted that these
entities do not satisfy "fit and proper person"
criteria for holding the certificate of
registration as brokers in the securities
market and cancelled the registration of the
brokerage houses.  

R
PSG Capital Ventures on Tuesday announced USD 2.5 million in an oral care brand
to expand its consumer D2C portfolio. A part of the diversified RPSG Group, RPSG
Capital Ventures is an early-stage consumer VC fund and the investment in the

growing oral care segment is for the first time, an official said. Abhishek Goenka, head
and chief investing officer, RPSG Capital Ventures, said, "We are committed to
supporting companies that use clean
label innovation and customer centricity
to create unique solutions that can
address consumer problems at scale."
RPSG Capital Ventures' decision to
enter the oral-care segment through
Perfora' brand is driven by a major
market need, he said. Although poor
oral health can cause massive
challenges, it is still underpenetrated
and underused due to lack of awareness
and access to the right solutions,
Goenka said. 

T
he West Bengal government is encouraging entrepreneurs to set up start-ups, making
use of new inventions, state Science and Technology Minister Ujjwal Biswas said
Tuesday.Addressing the 30th West Bengal Science and Technology Congress, he said

the state has not been able to utilise its talents in the field of science in the past, and the
government is now focussing on
this."To let the benefits of the new
scientific inventions reach the common
people, we are helping young
entrepreneurs to get access to these
technologies, which have got patents.
They can utilise the knowledge for
building start-ups and setting up
MSMEs," he told PTI on the sidelines of
the programme.Biswas said discussions
have already been held among
universities, corporates and patent
holders."The interactions have been
fruitful," he said.

Sebi cancels registration of four
brokers in NSEL case

RPSG Capital Ventures invests
in oral care brand

West Bengal encouraging
start-ups: Minister

PNS n NEW DELHI

India will soon be the global
skills hub, Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said on
Tuesday, underlining the
importance of investment in
education and skill develop-
ment to ensure people have the
knowledge and required capa-
bilities to capture opportunities
in 21st century.

The Minister for Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship was speaking
at an event for collaboration
between National Skill
Development Corporation,
and Hotel and Tourism
Management Institute (HTMi),
Switzerland.

NSDC and HTMi envision
to support the hospitality and
tourism industry with large
numbers of well-trained hospi-
tality professionals, through

the Swiss Apprentice Education
and Training Mode.

This partnership will assist
students make a career in the
hospitality sector and narrow
the existing gap between the
demand and supply of skills
across the globe.

Pradhan said investments
in education and skill develop-
ment of "our people are imper-
ative to ensure that they have
required knowledge and capa-
bilities to succeed in 21st cen-
tury."

"India will be the skill hub of

the global economy. It is
already there and I see a lot of
growth in hospitality industry,"
said the minister, adding that
students studying under the
dual degree framework will get
employment assurance and
great exposure.

He shared that the students
enrolled in the programme
can acquire credits through a
credit framework which will be
deposited in an academic bank
of credit.

The minister observed that
this kind of dual degree collab-
oration and mutual recognition
is the way forward for
upskilling and reskilling of
"our workforce as envisioned
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi."

"We have to capture oppor-
tunities of 21st century and
India will be the global skill
hub very soon," Pradhan said.

The partnership between
NSDC and HTMi will provide
options for international path-
ways, internship opportuni-
ties and placement assistance
by HTMi Switzerland. Lamrin
Tech Skill University (LTSU),
first of its kind industry incu-
bated skill university in India
by IBM as an Anchor Partner,
Tata Technologies & Ansys
Corporation as industry part-
ners is supporting NSDC as
key implementation partner.

HTMi Hotel and Tourism
Management Institute
Switzerland has campuses in
Switzerland, Australia, Dubai,
Kazakhstan, Arabia, Mauritius,
China.

It offers undergraduate pro-
grammes, postgraduate pro-
grammes, Swiss-European
culinary arts programmes and
specialisation and certified
professional programmes.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Housing finance major HDFC
and state-run Punjab National
Bank on Tuesday announced
up to 25 basis points increase
in their lending interest rates,
making their new and old
loans expensive for consumers.

The revised rates would be
effective from March 1.

Mortgage lender HDFC has
increased its retail prime lend-
ing rate by 25 basis points to a
minimum of 9.20 per cent.

The second-biggest public
sector lender, Punjab National
Bank (PNB), increased its
Marginal Cost of Funds Based
Lending Rate (MCLR) by 10
basis points across all tenure.

The benchmark one-year
MCLR, used to price most of
consumer loans such as auto,
personal and home, has been
revised upwards to 8.5 per
cent from 8.4 per cent, PNB

said in an exchange filing.
HDFC increased its Retail

Prime Lending Rate (RPLR) on
housing loans, on which its
Adjustable Rate Home Loans
(ARHL) are benchmarked, by
25 basis points, with effect
from March 1, 2023, the mort-
gage lender said in a statement.

Special offer 8.70 per cent
per annum applicable for cus-
tomers availing loan with a
credit score of 760 and above

and availing disbursement
(part or full) will continue till
March 31, 2023.

Earlier this month, the RBI
hiked key benchmark policy
rate by 25 basis points to 6.5
per cent, citing sticky core
inflation.

This was the sixth hike in
interest rates since May last
year, taking the total quantum
of increase to 250 basis points.

Following the rate hike by
the central bank, State Bank of
India (SBI), the country's
biggest bank has hiked the
MCLR by 10 bps across
tenures, making most con-
sumer loans such as auto or
home loans costlier for bor-
rowers.

The new rates came into
effect from February 15.

Private sector Kotak
Mahindra Bank too increased
its lending rates by 5 basis
points across tenures.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Zydus Lifesciences on
Tuesday said it has received
approval from the US health
regulator to market a gener-
ic medication to prevent and
treat blood clots.

The company has received
approval from the US Food
and Drug Administration
(USFDA) to market
Apixaban tablets in strengths
of 2.5 and 5 mg, according to
a regulatory filing. Apixaban
blocks the activity of certain
clotting substances in the
blood. It is used to lower the
risk of stroke or a blood clot
in people with a heart
rhythm disorder called atri-
al fibrillation. It is also used
to reduce the risk of forming
a blood clot in the legs and
lungs of people who have just
had hip or knee replace-
ment surgery. 

PNS nMUMBAI

Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates
on Tuesday met Reserve Bank of
India Governor Shaktikanta Das
and discussed various issues
including financial inclusion,
payment systems, microfinance
and digital lending among oth-
ers. "Mr.@BillGates visited RBI
Mumbai today and held wide
ranging discussions with
Governor @DasShaktikanta

#RBI #rbitoday #rbigovernor
#shaktikantadas #BillGates," RBI
said in a tweet.

Gates Foundation pursues a
lot of activity in India including
promotion of financial inclusion,
health sector and climate
change. Billionaire business-
man Gates is also engaged in
large-scale philanthropy activi-
ties.

"Had an excellent meeting
with @BillGates on financial

inclusion, payment systems,
microfinance and digital lend-
ing, etc," Das said in another
tweet. In a recent article, Gates
said, climate change and global
health are inextricably linked.

"Hotter temperatures will
make poverty reduction harder
by increasing food insecurity
and the prevalence of infectious
diseases and diverting resources
away from those who need
them the most. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

As summer sets in with predic-
tions of harsh temperatures, CK
Birla firm Orient Electric expects
a good growth in revenue in
FY24 from its fans and cooler
business, MD & CEO Rakesh
Khanna said.

With summer approaching,
Orient Electric Ltd (OEL)
expects a "natural drift" in
growth coming from the fan seg-
ment, housing segment and the
replacement market.

"Lighting will also grow well
for us as in B2B, we are growing
fast. Coolers, in the last three
years, have faced headwinds
because of COVID and this is the
first year after COVID... Summer
is likely to be very good, so cool-
er is going to do very well,"
Khanna told PTI.

Asked about early trends from
its dealers and channel partners,
he said for cooler, growth is tak-
ing place. "For fan, January was
muted but now it is taking off."

OEL operates in consumer
durables, lighting and switchgear
products. In 2021-22, its revenue
from operations was Rs 2,448
crore.

It has two segments, Electrical
Consumer Durables (ECD),
which contributed 73 per cent of
its business in FY22, while the
rest 27 per cent came from
Lighting and Switchgear segment
(L&S).

Around 80 per cent of Orient
Electric's ECD business comes
from the fan segment, Khanna
added.

On the lighting business,
Khanna said:" It is doing well.
We are growing both in con-
sumer lighting and B2B.
Currently, B2B is 20 per cent of
our business.. that is a super area
for us to grow."

Its facade lighting is growing
fast and the company has
bagged some prestigious pro-
jects for lighting in cities.

Over its De'Longhi business,
Khanna said it has a niche
offering and will take time to
scale up in India.

"There is no plan to expand
it as of now. What is important
is to be present in this market in
India. As the market starts
growing, we will expand the
products," he added.

OEL has a retail partnership
with Italy-based small appliances
maker De'Longhi Group, which
has premium brands De'Longhi,
Kenwood and Braun in its fold.

The Indian fan market has
faced a degrowth (in terms of
volume) over the last two years,
but Khanna said it is going to see

"phenomenon good times" in
the years to come.

Construction of new houses
and replacement of new energy
efficient star labelled fans from
the older units would be growth
drivers for the segment.

The organised Indian fan
market is estimated to be 7-7.5
crore units, though there are no
syndicated data, Khanna
added.

Asked about OEL's share in
the organised Indian fan mar-
ket, he said:"Depending on
different reports, it is any where
between 15.5 to 18.5 per cent".

Orient's around 10 per cent
contribution comes from the
premium range of fans, which
are priced at Rs 5,000 and above.

"I believe that this time Rs
2,500 plus (BLDC
segment)...will also substantial-
ly grow," he said.

Part of USD 2.4 billion CK
Birla group, OEL on Tuesday
launched Cloud 3 fan, a cooling
fan powered by cloudchill tech-
nology.

Zydus Lifesciences
gets USFDA nod to
market generic drug

PNS n NEW DELHI

The CBI has seized Rs 21.50 lakh
cash, demand drafts worth over
Rs 6.83 crore and other assets in
connection with its probe into
an alleged bank fraud of Rs 35.99
crore, officials said Tuesday.\

The CBI conducted the
searches in connection with its
probe into the alleged fraud of
Sterling Motors company to the
tune of Rs 35.99 crore in the
Punjab and Sind Bank, they said.

The company allegedly
availed cash credit limit of Rs 18
crore and a bank guarantee of Rs
22 crore during 2009-18 against
prime security for new vehicles,
spare parts, accessories and oth-
ers, the central probe agency
said.

It is alleged that the funds
were diverted to other banks
and were later misappropriated,
officials said, adding the account

was declared a non-performing
asset on March 31, 2018, with
an outstanding of Rs 35.99
crore.

During the searches at the
premises of accused proprietor
Tarun Kapoor and guarantor
Pawan Kapoor the CBI recov-
ered Rs 21.50 lakh cash, five
gold watches, eight gold sover-
eigns and 14 demand drafts of
Rs 6.83 crore, the probe agency
said.

HDFC, Punjab National Bank hike lending rates

PNS n NEW DELHI

ESAF Small Finance Bank
and electric equipment man-
ufacturer V-Guard Industries
signed an agreement to pro-
vide financing options to
customers looking to install
solar rooftop power systems.

Under the agreement,
ESAF Bank will provide var-
ious financing options,

including loans and attractive
installment payment plans, a
statement said.

With the strategic alliance
with ESAF Bank, it said,
consumers can opt to finance
up to 80 per cent of the total
cost of the rooftop solar
power system, including the
cost of installation for resi-
dential or commercial appli-
cations.

This collaboration will not
only reduce the burden on
customers to make an
upfront payment but also
enable them to generate their
own electricity, thereby
reducing their dependence
on the grid, it said.

This partnership will
enable customers to switch to
clean energy with ease and
affordability, it added.

The company allegedly
availed cash credit limit of
Rs 18 crore and a bank
guarantee of Rs 22 crore
during 2009-18 against
prime security for new
vehicles, spare parts,
accessories and others, the
central probe agency said.

Special offer 8.70 per cent
per annum applicable for
customers availing loan
with a credit score of 760
and above and availing
disbursement (part or
full) will continue till
March 31, 2023.

CBI seizes gold, Rs 21.50
lakh cash, Rs 6.83 cr DDs

India to be global skills hub ‘very
soon': Dharmendra Pradhan

ESAF Bank, V-Guard partners to
finance rooftop solar systems

Orient Electric expects good growth from
fans & coolers as summer approaches

Make Vivad se Vishwas scheme attractive for MSMEs
PNS n NEW DELHI

The industry has suggested
that the Vivad se Vishwas
scheme announced in the
Budget for MSMEs should be
made attractive in terms of
reimbursements and interest
rates, a senior government
official said on Tuesday.

They also demanded a
robust grievance redressal sys-
tem on digital portals and a
mechanism to resolve disputes
before the initiation of an arbi-
tration process.

These issues were raised
during a post-Budget webinar
on 'Ease of doing business
using technology, especially
for small businesses', organised
by the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT).

To give relief to MSMEs,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the 2023-24
Budget announced the 'Vivad
se Vishwas-I' scheme.

Under the scheme, in case
of failure by MSMEs to exe-
cute contracts during the
Covid period, 95 per cent of
the forfeited amount relating
to bid or performance securi-
ty will be returned to them by
government and government
undertakings.

DPIIT Joint Secretary
Manmeet K Nanda, who mod-
erated the session, told
reporters that the government
would look into the issues
flagged in the meeting.

The industry "felt that the
amount which the govern-
ment is reimbursing, it should
be higher," she said.

The finance ministry has
asked all departments and
public sector entities to refund

95 per cent of the performance
or bid security and liquidated
damages forfeited/ deducted

from small and medium busi-
nesses in government tenders
for over two years till March
31, 2022.

Nanda also expressed hope
that the Jan Vishwas Bill,
which proposes to decrimi-
nalise hundreds of minor
offences, will come up for the
Parliament's approval in the
current Budget session, that
starts after a break from
March 13.

In December, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal introduced in the Lok
Sabha the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions)
Bill, 2022 to decriminalise
minor offences to promote
ease of business.

The bill was referred to a
31-member joint committee of
Parliament for scrutiny.

Bill Gates calls on RBI Governor;
discusses financial inclusion, microfinance

PNS n NEW DELHI

The central government's
fiscal deficit touched 67.8
per cent of the full-year
target at the end of January
due to higher expenses and
lower revenue realisations,
according to official data
released on Tuesday.

In actual terms, the fiscal
deficit or gap between the
expenditure and revenue
collection during April-

January period stood at Rs
11.9 lakh crore, as per the
data from the Controller
General of Accounts (CGA).

The fiscal deficit in the
comparable period of 2021-
22 was 58.9 per cent of that
year's Revised Estimate (RE)
in the Budget.

For the full year 2022-23,
the government expects the
deficit at Rs 17.55 lakh
crore or 6.4 per cent of the
GDP.

Fiscal deficit touches 67.8 % of
full-year target at end of Jan

BANK FRAUD

INDUSTRY TO GOVT
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Yesterday’s solution

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

SUDOKU

Rules

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.
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FUN

G
rammy nominated
singer-composer Charlie
Puth, who is known for

his ability to create music out
of anything, is set to host

his first live stream
event. The event will

be broadcast simul-
taneously world-

wide on
C h a r l i e

Puth’s
offi-

cial fan communication platform, ‘humy’, on
March 25.

It will include song performances and inter-
active elements.

Charlie is known to craft many tracks which
range from groovy to earworms. His collab-
oration with Selena Gomez titled We Don’t
Talk Anymore has sort of become the move-
on anthem for those who are still nursing their
broken hearts.

He also co-wrote and produced The Kid
Laroi and Justin Bieber’s record-breaking sin-
gle Stay which quickly become one of the
biggest songs of 2021 and holds the title for
the longest-reigning No. 1 on the Billboard
Global 200 chart and the first to lead it for

double-digits - spending a total of eleven
weeks at the top of the chart.

The fan live stream on
Charlie’s platform will

be hosted by MIXI
Inc.

We Don’t Talk Anymore
hitmaker Charlie Puth to host 1st

live stream event on March 25

Courteney Cox reunites with
Friends co-stars Jennifer
Aniston, Lisa Kudrow

T
here was a special Friends reunion recently
as Courteney Cox was honoured with a star
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, which was

unveiled by her co-stars.
Jennifer Aniston and Lisa Kudrow were among

the speakers at the ceremony as they came
together to pay tribute to 58-year-old Courteney,
reports Mirror.co.uk.

The actress was hailed as a “really good human
and an extraordinary friend” and credited with cre-
ating “one of the closest, most loving and support-
ive casts in the history of television” during her
time on Friends.

Speaking at the ceremony, Jennifer, 54, said,
quoted by Mirror.co.uk: “We’re very honoured to
be here today to speak on your behalf as your co-
workers, your friends, your family, your sisters.”

She added: “To be friends with Courteney is to
be family with Courteney and she is responsible
for all of that.”

“(Courteney) instilled into all of us, into our
DNA, to support each other and to love one anoth-
er, and that actors need to support and love one
another, not compete with one another. Those wise,
wise words have stayed with me - I learned them
as a young 20-something-year-old actor and that
really set me on my path as a young woman and
being able to create relationships that I cherish to
this very day,” Jennifer added.

59-year-old Lisa then said: “I really believe that
it was that, and Courteney doing that, that really
set us up to become one of the closest, most lov-
ing and supportive casts in, I’ll say it, the history
of television.”

Saiyami Kher to essay the role of a
para athlete in R Balki's Ghoomer
S

aiyami Kher will soon be seen
in R Balki’s Ghoomer, an emo-
tional and inspiring sports

drama. Saiyami plays the role of a
para athlete, cricket prodigy.
Although she grew up playing
cricket, this role was especially
challenging since she had the role
of a para athlete, something she had
to work hard to get into the char-
acter of. 

Saiyami says, “I play the role of
a left-handed bowler in Ghoomer
and, for me, in real life, I am a right-
handed player. I could never actu-
ally step into the shoes of a real life
para athlete, but even small hurdles
I had to overcome being an athlete
myself, reminded me of things we
take for granted. Preparing and
filming for Ghoomer opened my
eyes in a way that I never thought
would happen going into it. It was

a physically and emotionally chal-
lenging time, but my struggles
were minuscule when compared to
those heroes who make our coun-
try proud by participating in so
many sports as para athletes”.

Ghoomer, which is expected to
release in 2023 is a movie about a
sports prodigy and also stars
Abhishek Bachchan, Angad Bedi
and Shabana Azmi in pivotal roles.
Abhishek plays her coach and
Angad Bedi plays her love interest
in the movie. The film, which is
currently in the post production
stage, is co-written by Balki, along
with Rahul Sengupta and Rishi
Virmani, and is inspired by the
story of Karoly Takacs, the late
Hungarian right-hand shooter who
won two Olympic gold medals
with his left hand after his other
hand was seriously injured.

Shantanu Maheshwari bags the best
debutant award for Gangubai Kathiawadi

S
hantanu Maheshwari made his feature film
debut in Gangubai Kathiawadi, which was
helmed by Sanjay Leela Bhansali. Renowned for

his charming role as Afsaan, he brought an unrivalled
raw, unadulterated charm to the screen with his mag-
ical performance was overjoyed to have received the
Best Debutant actor at a recent award show held in
the city.

As the film celebrated its one-year anniversary yes-

terday, it was a double celebration for the rising star,
whose character Afsaan has stayed with the audience
to this day and forever. The audience fell in love with
the characters and the film because of the charm and
innocence in his eyes, combined with the incredi-
ble chemistry portrayed on screen with Gangu.

Overwhelmed by this outpouring love Shantanu
said, “Today is a very special day because today was
the day Gangubai released and receiving this award
today means a lot. There are a lot of people who I
need to thank but I would like to take a moment to
acknowledge everyone who were working on
Gangubai, topping the list Sanjay Leela Bhansali Sir.
If he wouldn’t have given me this opportunity or
believed in me, I wouldn’t be standing here. Special
thanks to Sudeep sir, Alia, Shruti Mahajan and Prerna
ma’am. I’m just representing entire teams effort by
excepting this award.”

Shantanu Maheshwari is unquestionably one of the
best debutant this year, and his portrayal of Afsaan,
with its charm and innocence, has left an indelible
mark on our minds. We hope this is just the begin-
ning for this new age actor.

On the work front, Shantanu Maheshwari is prep-
ping for some exciting projects which he cannot wait
to share with his fans.



T
he use of edible
flowers in desserts
has become

increasingly popular in
recent years. This trend
has emerged as a result
of a renewed interest in
floral flavors and aes-
thetics, as well as a desire
to experiment with new
ingredients and add
unique touches to
desserts, and the
increased ease in avail-
ability of these flowers
has boosted their popu-
larity amongst home
bakers and professionals
alike.

Today, edible flowers
can be found in a variety
of desserts, including
cakes, cupcakes, mac-

arons, and tarts. Some
popular edible flowers used

in desserts include roses,
lavender, violets, chamomile,

and hibiscus. These flowers
not only add a unique flavor to

desserts but also provide under-
stated elegance to any dessert.

Having started her journey as
an accomplished baker at the age of

7, Elisha Parikh, also known as
‘EliTheBaker’, a 17-year-old entrepre-

neur shares a few important tips to keep
in mind:

First, it is essential to ensure that the
flowers are safe for consumption. Some
flowers are toxic, and are not suitable for
edible consumption. Therefore, it is
essential to verify that the flowers you
are using are edible and safe for con-
sumption. Additionally, it is important
to source your flowers from a reputable
supplier to ensure that they have not
been treated with pesticides or other
harmful chemicals.

Before using edible flowers in desserts,
it is also essential to properly clean and
prepare them. Rinse the flowers gently
under cold water to remove any dirt or
debris. It is important to avoid using soap
or other cleaning agents, as these can
leave behind residues that are not safe
for consumption. Once the flowers have
been rinsed, pat them dry gently with a
paper towel.

When incorporating edible flowers
into desserts, it is important to use them
sparingly. A little goes a long way when
it comes to floral flavors. Start by adding
a small number of flowers to your dessert
and taste as you go. You can always add
more, if necessary, but be careful not to
overpower your sweet treat with exces-
sive floral notes.

When using edible flowers in desserts,
it is also important to consider their tex-
ture. Some flowers, such as rose petals,
are delicate and can wilt quickly. These
flowers are best used as a decoration and
added just before serving. Other flow-
ers, such as chamomile or lavender, can
be infused into liquids or incorporated
into batter or dough.

Lastly, it is important to consider the
color of the flowers you are using.
Some flowers, such as hibiscus, can add
a vibrant pink or red color to desserts,
while others, such as lavender, add a sub-
tle purple hue. Consider the color of your
dessert and how the flowers will com-
plement or contrast with it.

Edible flowers are a discerningly ver-
satile decoration to add a pop of creative
flair to any basic tart or cupcake, and by
following this curated outline, you can
add a unique touch to your desserts and
impress your guests with your culinary
creativity.

Eden of edible
flowers in your
desserts
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Nancy Thakkar: Commercials are 
quick money while films are quick success
TEJAL SINHA

M
ake a mark in the world
that can’t be erased. We’ve
heard this many a times,

but actress Nancy Thakkar’s jour-
ney beyond any doubt defines the
saying. 

Nancy rose to fame with her
previous works like Facebook Wala
Pyar, Manto, and Phir Se Shaadi
was recently seen in Disney +
Hotstar’s short film Pill Hai Ke
Maanta Nahi. The actress believes
that with every new project, she
gets to learn so many new things
while working on a set and that’s
how she gauges new experiences
and expands her perspective of
portraying the different range of
emotions.

It’s not a piece of cake to start
from scratch, and so wasn’t it for
Nancy either. From working in
over 100+ commercials to now
paving her own path into acting,
she takes us through her journey,
and says, “ It’s been filled with ups
and downs happiness and sadness,
honestly. The journey so far has
been very exciting, also because
being an actor always keeps you on
your toes. You are constantly
learning something new, and get-
ting to know a different side of
yourself in this process. I did
Manto, then I did Phir Se Shaadi
with Rashmi Sharma Telefilms, fol-
lowed by Facebook Wala Pyaar,
later on I did a short film called Do
I exist? I also parallelly worked in
80 to 90 ad films all this while.
Also, my recent released short film
is Pill Hai Ki Maanta Nahi on
Disney + Hotstar I have also done
a lot of theatre plays with Ila Arun,
and KK Raina, and right now Im

working with Imran Rashid. I am
always looking forward to new
work and interesting roles that
challenge me and my craft and I'm
looking forward to doing a lot
more this year.”

Former Roman emperor
Marcus Aurelius once said,
“Nothing has such power to broad-
en the mind as the ability to
investigate systematically and truly
all that comes under thy observa-
tion in life.” And so did the
Facebook Wala Pyaar actress, who
trained herself in acting by observ-
ing. “Initially, when people kept
telling me to observe, I didn’t
believe them, but after so many
years in this industry, I now agree
that observing is the first thing that
one must do. One keeps moving
forward in their journey, we keep
learning and we keep growing as
a person also, and also as an
actor. I try to read more and more
books, try to get involved in var-
ious acting workshops, watch a lot
of cinema and observe if closely,
which actually really helps. I also
actively practice the Meisner tech-
nique, which is really amazing for
any actor,” enthused Nancy.

Having worked in several
commercials, asked about
what’s something challeng-
ing she faced doing com-
mercials compared to short
films or films. “In commer-
cials, you have to accom-
plish a lot of stuff in a
span of a day. You have
to understand your
director, understand
the script well, and
then get in the charac-
ter and perform. You
really have to be very
spontaneous, And,

wherein a film is involved, you
always need to create a character
and then live that character for a
longer period. So that is definite-
ly more creatively satisfying, in a
film you’re playing that certain
character for like a certain amount
of days, like 20 days, 30 days,
depending on the project,” she says
adding, “commercials are also
quick money and films, are a
quick success.”

Nancy donnes several hats,
and how gracefully. She has been
classically trained and has per-
formed in theatres for various

plays fearlessly
owing to her

fluency in
English

Hi nd i
a n d

Punjabi. She is not only an actor
but also a painter and an entre-
preneur. She is also an advanced
yoga practitioner and meditates
to balance her body and mind.
She’s in fact known for elegant live
performances too. However, she
feels, “Live dance performances
are very challenging. You have to
perform on a stage for one and a
half hours, 90 minutes, 2 hours,
constantly being able to keep up
the energy and create magic on
stage. Choreography-wise also,
you have to memorize each and
every step, and do that graceful-
ly in front of so many audiences
is very challenging. Definitely.
But this process definitely makes
me feel alive, gives me a push, sat-
isfaction and happiness from
performing to continue perform-
ing on the stage. More the chal-
lenge, more the thrill, more the
satisfaction and more better
results. I look upto Aliya Janell,
she is a very powerful dancer also
I like Vaibhavi Merchants’ chore-
ography.”

Coming to Pill Hai Ke Maanta
Nahi, the short film didn’t turn out
that well in terms of the reviews by
critics. However, “I believe Pill Hai
Ki Maanta Nahi did well. The rea-
son being it’s just a short film. It’s
not even a feature film and the
amount of buzz it still managed to
garner was very good. As a creator,
one needs lots of hard work and
grit to make a movie, kudus to the
entire team for that. And this
being Aarya’s debut as a director,
he did really well. And I’m sure
he’ll be making a lot more films
and those films ahead. I played
Shabnam’s character in the
film which was again inter-
esting. And it had its own
twists and turns in the story.”

You meet new people
on the sets when you do
a new project, and
it’s always exciting
to experience
s o m e t h i n g
new, isn’t
i t ?

Seconding to this, the Manto
actress says, “I’m an actor, I learn
and growing every day. With
every project you meet a new
director, you meet new actors, a
new set of characters, and a new
set of friends, and I feel each
experience adds a lot more value
to my life, to my career, and to my
growth as an actor. I’m also open
to doing a lot of more challeng-
ing work, more work that brings
the creative side of me out, also
I would like to bring about more
variations in my performance. I
would definitely choose to be
more versatile, and would like to
continue to experiment alot with
my choices.”

Having worked in theaters,
and now doing films, Nancy says,
“I am really passionate about my
work. As a person, I’m very flex-
ible and always open to adapt and
learn. I love doing theater and I
love doing films, I also love
doing television and would love
to do web as well.”

Seems like 2023 is going to be
a complete work year for Nancy,
as she signs off by saying, “I
have Parabel as one of my
upcoming projects. Then, I
am also doing two more
short films, doing a few
music videos. And, as
for theater currently,
I’m also working on
two plays Bade
MiyaanDeewane
and Paan Wali
Kothi.”

SHIKHA DUGGAL

A
true multihyphenate — Lulia Vantur is en route
to global domination — one beat at a time. The
melodic and grace in Vantur’s music draw ears,

whether it be on stage singing to one of her many hits,
or off. She’s changed the way we perceive music in the
country, all while giving her fans a platform to show-
case their own talent through her popular social media
channels. 

The soloist gets talking with The Pioneer about her
arduous journey from Romania to Tinseltown and
making it big through sheer grit. 

She says, “When I perform these days, only happi-
ness moves in my whole soul. The waves of joy, that
energy keeps my senses alive during my performance.
It feels so nice to be recognised in a new nation total-
ly! However, to be famous is not my holy grail.”

An embodiment of self-belief, confidence in her-
self that the sensational singer, a few years ago left
Romania, being at the peak of her career while, “People
thought that I had lost my mind! I gave up on my fame
and status in Romania. I was a news anchor at the most
important television channel, I hosted the most pop-
ular talent show for 14 seasons, and it was a huge suc-
cess. I hosted a similar show as Bigg Boss. I used to
do what Salman does now. No one could understand
why am I leaving everything and choosing to be a no-
name in another country. In fact, I was afraid to leave
my hard work behind, years of sacrifices, the popu-
larity I had, but then I understood that my heart need-
ed something else. I have invested so many years in
my career, now it was the time to give hundred per-
centage to my personal life. Another important
chapter of my life was starting! It hasn’t been easy at
all, it was like a re-evaluation of my whole life, at all
levels. I had to learn to be myself without the fame I
have been identified, where everybody in Romania
knew who I was and the value I bring along. It was a
tricky situation and I started suffering from identity
crisis in Tinseltown. But, I’ll never regret the choic-
es I made because I evolved so much in a foreign lan-

guage. Now, I am a “desi” at heart.”
A tumultuous journey from Romania to Bombay

brought us one of the new singers in the industry. To
know a tad bit about her country too, she took us on
a fanciful journey via telephone, “Romania is a beau-
tiful country, in Europe, with warm and hard-work-
ing people, raw landscapes and history. Being the only
child — the whole attention of my parents was on me.
I grew up with great values and respect. I started work-
ing as a model when I was fifteen years old then at
nineteen, my television career went kaboom. For
almost twenty years, I was in the mile-high club in my
country. I had no connection, and I didn’t know any-
one in the television business but I had a lot of enthu-
siasm and good energy. I started as a news anchor, then
got my place at the news journals. I was the only news
anchor who was allowed to do entertainment.
Spending more time in India, I have fallen in love with
this place. I was fascinated by the culture, colours, and
music. And one good day when we were all singing
in a friendly environment, I have been asked to sing
a Romanian song. I was blank, the only song playing
in my mind was a carol song I used to sing for my par-
ents.”

It was through Teri Meri’s cover, her singing path
started without even being aware of it. It has been a
challenging journey for her, it was a whole new road,
she had to start from scratch, to learn the ABCs. 

The energy that’s infectious, and now, she’s expand-
ing her horizons. “My purpose was to integrate into
a new identity. This showbiz wasn’t taking me seri-
ously. It took so many years for me in this industry
to connect with renowned musicians personally, was-
n’t easy. I had to make them familiar with my work
ethics so that I can do playback. Finally, a few of them
started to discover my talent in a professional way. Even
I spent time building confidence in my voice for my
listeners. Salman Khan was the first man who was con-
vinced by my flair. The second gentleman was
Himesh Reshammiya who gave me my first single!
Salman’s family Alvira and Atul saw my delight in
dancing. Mika Singh took me on my first internation-
al singing tour.”

Still, all of this didn’t come easy to her.
She had her fair share of challenges
and she narrated, “There were
many who laughed at me,
called me names, and even
suggested me to give up on
singing. Hardly, they did-
n’t understand the strug-
gles I have been
through. All of this for
a while, in this indus-
try, turned me men-
tally low. Things are
changing for me
now, influencers are
fun to work with
these days. They are
trending. But
trolling doesn’t stop!
Whatever was hap-
pening back here in
the country, was
affecting my “image” at
my birthplace. I was
viral in Romania for all
the wrong reasons! Due to
cultural differences, every-
thing was misinterpreted. My
mother couldn’t handle my
humiliation, it was bothering me
back here in India. Because I chose to
stay low profile, assumptions were being
made about me. This was costing me my depic-
tion.” 

On the success of her recent track, she told, “It was
an iconic song, beautifully sung by the legendary Asha
Bhosle whom I have always admired and respected.
I went to Sajid’s studio, to record another song while
he wanted to hear how my voice would sound on the
remix he made! I didn’t know the lyrics, or the tune
properly but he guided me well. The thing was, he
fooled me and it was the actual recording session
that was happening.”

In an
exclusive

chat with
The Pioneer,

Iulia Vantur
the Romanian

beauty, takes us
through her
journey of
making it

big
through

sheer grit.

Known for her work in Facebook Wala
Pyaar, and Manto, actress Nancy Thakkar

who was recently seen in Disney + Hotstar’s
Pill Hai Ke Maanta Nahi, takes us through

her journey from working in over 100+
commercials to making a mark as an actor.
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PTI n INDORE

I
ndia are expected to enhance
their aura of invincibility at
home with another series

win while a down and out
Australia will need nothing less
than a monumental effort to
bounce back in the third Test,
beginning here Wednesday.

India have already secured
the Border-Gavaskar trophy and
they will now be playing for a
record-extending 16th straight
series win at home and a guar-
anteed spot in the World Test
Championship final in June.

Leading 2-0 in a four-match
series, India are sitting pretty and
just need to make one tough
decision of choosing between
out-of-form K L Rahul and
Shubman Gill. Rahul is no more
the vice-captain of the side but
the team management has
shown tremendous faith in him
and he might well get another
opportunity to get back among
the runs.

The only hundred of the
series, which has been dominat-
ed by spinners, has come from
the bat of Rohit Sharma. If
India get to bat on day one, the
conditions will be ideal for the
likes of Cheteshwar Pujara and
Virat Kohli to pile on the runs.

The trio of Ravindra Jadeja,
R Ashwin and Axar Patel has not
just delivered with the ball, it has
also scored the bulk of the runs
so far in the series. Since they
can't be expected to get runs in
the lower order regularly, the
onus lies on the top-order.

Contrary to Australia's inex-
plicable sweeping tactics, Indian
batters have adopted the conven-
tional approach against the
impressive Australian spinners.

Rohit has been brilliant
with his feet movement, Kohli
too has looked assured in the
middle and an unbeaten 31
from Cheteshwar Pujara in his
100th Test must have made
him more confident going into
the third Test. The square at the
Holkar Stadium houses pitches
with both black and red soil. The

curators have decided to go
with the black soil, which usu-
ally doesn't offer as much turn
and bounce compared to red soil
tracks.

Their battered and bruised
opponents, Australia, have got a
lot of time to reflect on their
defeats in Nagpur and Delhi.
The debacle in Delhi, where they
effectively lost the game in ses-
sion, should hurt more. In terms
of their squad composition, a lot
has changed with Pat Cummins
back in Australia to be with his
ailing mother. Ashton Agar,
Josh Hazlewood and David
Warner too are back home.
Steve Smith will lead the side.

The visitors could not be
faulted for the amount of effort
they are putting in to stage a

comeback in the series.
They seem ready to shun

the inexplicable sweeping tactics
they employed in Delhi and are
expected to take a more conven-
tional approach to counter the
rampaging Ashwin and Jadeja.

Such has been their domi-
nation that Patel has only got to
bowl 26 overs. How the
Australians defend against the
spinners will be key to their
chances here. Runs are always
vital but their batters need to bat
long. It has to be a mix of cau-
tion and aggression as the over
attacking style of play is likely to
be counter-productive.

Travis Head is expected to
open alongside Usman Khawaja.

Khawaja struck a well-made
81 in Delhi and Head briefly put

pressure on the spinners with his
aggressive play. Trust head to
continue in the same fashion
while Khawaja will be expected
to play the waiting game.

The fulcrum of their batting,
Smith and Labuschagne, average
less than 30 so far in the series
and without their runs, an
Australia fightback will be high-
ly unlikely. All-rounder Came-
ron Green is fit again alongside
Mitchell Starc and both are
expected to start on Wednesday.
Australia are likely to continue
with three specialists spinners in
Nathan Lyon, Todd Murphy
and Matthew Kuhnemann.

SQUAD
Australia: Scott Boland, Alex
Carey, Cameron Green, Peter
Handscomb, Travis Head,
Usman Khawaja, Matt Kuhne-
mann, Marnus Labuschagne,
Nathan Lyon, Lance Morris,
Todd Murphy, Matthew Ren-
shaw, Steve Smith (captain),
Starc, Mitchell Swepson.
India: Rohit (c), KL Rahul (vc),
Shubman Gill, Pujara, Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer, KS Bharat, Ishan
Kishan, Ashwin, Axar Patel,
Kuldeep Yadav, Ravindra Jadeja,
Shami, Siraj, Umesh Yadav,
Suryakumar Yadav, Jaydev
Unadkat.

AP nWELLINGTON

New Zealand beat England
by just one run in a second-

Test thriller on Tuesday to draw
the series in the most dramatic
fashion in Wellington.

The hosts made a slice of
history in becoming only the
fourth team in 146 years of Test
cricket to win after being asked
to follow on.

Neil Wagner took the deci-
sive wicket of James Anderson
when New Zealand wicketkeep-
er Tom Blundell pulled off a div-
ing catch at the Basin Reserve to
seal a memorable, nail-biting tri-
umph.

The home side had fought
back to set an attacking England
a target of 258 runs to win, but
the visitors were all out for 256
as a gripping two-Test series fini-
shed 1-1.

It was only the second time
in Test cricket that a side has
won by one run, matching the
West Indies team who beat
Australia by the same wafer-thin
margin at Adelaide in 1993.

"Amazing achievement, hats
off to everyone, everyone kept
fighting," said left-arm pace
bowler Wagner, who finished
with 4-62 including the key
wickets of Ben Stokes and Joe
Root.

England skipper Stokes was
disappointed to have lost, as the
attacking "Bazball" cricket under
head coach Brendon McCullum
hit the buffers, but happy to have

played his part in the drama.
"That game is what Test

cricket is about -- the emotions
we were going through and the
Kiwi boys as well," said Stokes,
who was born in New Zealand.

"Everyone's got their
money's worth today.

"What a game. After I got
out, I went to watch and what
unfolded was massively up and
down," added Stokes.

"It was crazy." It was the first
time New Zealand have won

after being forced to follow on.
England had managed it twice,
against Australia in 1894 and
1981, while India beat Australia
in 2001.

A topsy-turvy Test match
had swung back to New Zealand
during the final two days.

Captain Tim Southee
praised the visitors' contribution
to a pulsating Test match that
will live long in the memory.

"What England have done
for Test cricket over the last year

or so has been amazing," said
Southee, after New Zealand
halted England's run of six
straight wins.

"I don't know why there
always seems to be such close
encounters between us, but
these games bring out the best
in both sides.

"We just never gave up, it
was about hanging in there and
trusting we would do it."

England won the first Test
by a resounding 267 runs and

were on course for another vic-
tory after declaring their first
innings on 435-8, then bowling
out New Zealand for 209.

But former skipper Kane
Williamson dragged New Zea-
land back into the Test with a
superb 132 in their second-
innings 483, leaving England
258 to win.

Having resumed at 48-1,
England wobbled on Tuesday
morning by losing four wickets
for just 27 runs before Root

steadied the ship by steering his
team to 168-5 at lunch.

As England chipped away at
their target, Root's vital partner-
ship with Stokes ended on 121
when England's captain was
caught at square leg off Wagner.

The pressure on England
intensified dramatically after
Root went for 95, also to a
Wagner short ball, with England
still 57 runs short.

Wicketkeeper Ben Foakes
kept England in the fight with a
cavalier 35, surviving a dropped
catch by Michael Bracewell
before clubbing three fours to
the boundary.

But just when it looked like
Foakes might bring England
heroically home, he was caught
by key man Wagner in the deep
off Southee.

That left last pair Anderson
and Jack Leach still needing
seven runs for victory — and the
tension went up another notch.

Anderson clubbed a four to
get within two runs, before
Wagner and Blundell combined
to land the knockout punch.

Stokes, who will now turn
his focus towards the Ashes and
Australia this summer, said it
had still been a successful win-
ter, having won 3-0 in Pakistan.

"Disappointing to end on a
loss, but four (wins) out of five
away from home is something
we will take great pride in," he
said.

"A few months off and get
back to what we love doing."

AP n DHAKA

New Bangladesh coach
Chandika Hathurusingha

on Tuesday said he was bracing
for a reality check against
England but promised an
"aggressive" posture when his
team take on the reigning ODI
champions.

The three-match series
begins in Dhaka on Wednesday
and will test Bangladesh at a
time when they have devel-
oped into a formidable force in
the 50-over format.

They have won 12 of their
last 15 ODIs, but England are the
only visitors to have won a one-
day series in Bangladesh since
2015.

"They are the world cham-
pions. They have one team play-
ing somewhere else. They have
another team here. They have a
mind-blowing depth of talent,"
Hathurusingha said, referring to
the England Test team's tour of

New Zealand.
"We want to see where we

are at, and find out the gap that
we have to bridge. If we do well
in these conditions, it will give
us confidence," he added.

"They have one of the best
pace attacks in the world. They
have five fast bowlers and three
spinners on this tour. The chal-

lenge will be to play their fast
bowlers in this series."

Former Sri Lanka batsman
Hathurusingha, 54, returned as
Bangladesh coach last week for
his second stint at the helm.

During his first tenure he
was widely hailed as the archi-
tect of some of the national side's
finest moments, including ODI

series wins against Pakistan,
India and South Africa.

But he was often reported to
be at loggerheads with
Bangladesh's senior cricketers,
including current captains
Shakib Al Hasan and Tamim
Iqbal, while coach from 2014 to
2017.

Since returning, Hathuru-
singha said he was "very
impressed" by the team's com-
mitment and ready for a chal-
lenge.

"We played aggressive crick-
et in my last stint," he said.

"There are many ways of
playing aggressive cricket apart
from hitting the ball out of the
ground. It is the attitude that we
are bringing. Whether fielding,
bowling or batting, we will be
aggressive."

The ODI series will be fol-
lowed by three T20Is, beginning
in Chittagong on March 9 before
returning to Dhaka on March 12
and 14.

PTI n INDORE 

Batting in India demands
unwavering focus and

patience, and that is what
Australia would aim to do in the
third Test after "going away"
from their plans in Delhi, said
Steve Smith on Tuesday.

Smith will captain Australia
here in the absence of Pat
Cummins who has gone back
home to be with his ailing
mother. The team's batting
mainstay was also the captain
when Australia toured India in
2016-17.

"I don't know if you can call
it full circle. It (captaincy) has
come in difficult circumstances
with Patty back home.

"Things haven't gone to
plan so far in this series. We have
got ourselves into some good
positions but not been able to
take advantage of them. We can
hopefully rectify it this week,"
said Smith on eve of the game.

Half of the side fell to the
sweep shot in the second Test, a
game they could have won if it
wasn't for the second innings
collapse. Smith is not among the
regular sweepers of the ball but
the likes of Usman Khawaja and
Alex Carey are. The stand-in-
skipper backed the batters to
keep playing the sweep but only
with full conviction.

"Delhi was probably a diffi-
cult place to play the sweep with
the variable bounce, more than
anything else. A couple of us
(including Smith) went away
from our plans. That was disap-
pointing.

"For a few players, the sweep
is a very productive shot. They
have got to stick to it a 100 per-
cent. If they are going to play it,
they've to commit to it a 100 per-
cent," he said.

Australia aim to unsettle the

rampaging Indian spinners by
slowing the tempo of the game.

"For us, it's about sticking to
our plans and methods for long
periods of time. In the second
innings in Delhi, a lot of us went
away from our plans and got
undone by them.

"We can hopefully apply
pressure on the spinners and
post good totals on the board.
That's key for us. Hopefully, we
can put that into practice in the
middle and execute under pres-
sure," said Smith.

The visitors had an intense
net session on Monday but not
all batted a day before the game.
Smith and Marnus Labuschagne
were among the ones who had
a hit in the optional nets.

"In India, starting your
innings is the most difficult of
probably anywhere in the world.
When you do face 30-40 balls,
you can get a bit of a read on the
wicket and the pace of the wick-
et.

"There are also some sur-
prises. Some balls will skid.
Some balls will spin. There is
certainly always something hap-
pening. You've got to be really
focused," he said further.

Part of Smith's gameplan
against the spinners is to come
down the track but DRS makes
his task tougher with the LBW
in play.

"It's certainly there and in
play (DRS). For me in particu-
lar, I find it harder to come down
the wicket to spinners. You can't
pad the ball away because you
can still be given out on DRS.

"Back in the day, if you were
that far down the wicket, you
probably weren't going to get
given out. It changes a few
things technically. But at the
same time, you try to put that
out of your mind and just play
what's in front of you."

PTI n DUBAI

India, by virtue of finishing
inside the top-three in their

group in the recently conclud-
ed Women's T20 World Cup in
South Africa, are among the
eight automatic qualifiers for the
2024 edition of the tournament
scheduled in Bangladesh.

The top-three teams in each
of the two group of the World
Cup automatically made the
cut along with hosts Bangladesh
and Pakistan who were ranked
the highest outside the top-six
direct qualifiers.

Australia, New Zealand and
South Africa qualified from
Group 1, while England, India
and the West Indies made it
from Group 2.

Sri Lanka and Ireland are
the only teams to have failed to
qualify from the recently-held
T20 World Cup.

Sri Lanka are currently
ranked eighth in the rankings
while Ireland are 10th.

A global qualifier in early
2024 will determine the remain-
ing two available spots, an ICC
release stated.

in a media interaction.
"Being vice captain or otherwise

doesn't tell you anything. At that point
in time he was the vice captain. His
removal as vice captain doesn't indi-
cate anything."

When asked the preparation of
both Gill and Rahul, the skipper
added: "As far as Gill and KL Rahul
are concerned, that is how they train
before any game. Today was option-
al training session for the entire
group. Whoever wanted to come they
came.

"As far as 11 is concerned, I would
like to do it at the toss. I prefer it that
way considering last minute injuries
are a possibility."

PTI n INDORE

India skipper Rohit Sharma kept the
K L Rahul versus Shubman Gill

debate open on the eve of the third
Test, saying former's removal as
vice-captain doesn't indicate anything
and the management will continue to
back the players with "potential".

Rohit and Gill batted in adjacent
nets in the optional practice on
Tuesday while Rahul chose to stay
back in the hotel with the majority
of the squad.

Both Gill and Rahul had batted
simultaneously during the training
session on Monday.

Rahul averages an underwhelm-

ing 33.4 after 47 Tests while Gill has
been waiting patiently for his oppor-
tunity in red-ball cricket after a sen-
sational season in limited overs
cricket.

Rahul, who has failed to cross the
25-run mark in his last 10 Test
innings, was removed as vice-captain
following the second Test in Delhi,
raising hopes of a change for the
remaining two games.

Rohit kept the suspense going till
the very end.

"I spoke about it after the last
game as well. Players who are going
through a tough time, given their
potential they will be given enough
time to prove themselves,” Rohit said

PTI nMELBOURNE 

Former Australian pacer
Michael Kasprowicz wants

his side to play to its strengths
and go for a three-pronged pace
attack in Mitchell Starc, Came-
ron Green and Scott Boland 
for the third Test against India
at Indore beginning on Wed-
nesday.

Australia had gone into
the second Test in New Delhi
with just one pacer in skipper
Pat Cummins and three spe-
cialist spinners and still lost the
match by six wickets to concede
a series-retaining 0-2 lead to
India. "I don't mind (three
quicks) — and I'm going out on
a limb here I suppose — not
taking India on in the spin
department," Kasprowicz told
SEN Radio, batting for the
inclusion of Boland.

Boland could not take a
single wicket in the first Test at
Nagpur, but was economical
conceding 34 runs from 17
overs. Boland was dropped for
the Delhi Test with Australia
opting for a spin-heavy attack
in Lyon, Murphy and
Kuhnemann.

"We don't need three spin-
ners, if it's (Todd) Murphy or
(Matthew) Kunhemann (with
Nathan Lyon), I reckon get
Boland in there."

"The reason why is, he'll
(Boland) build up pressure
from one end," said the veter-
an of 113 Test wickets.

"So, from the other end —
as we saw in that first Test with
Murphy — he (Murphy) was
able to take wickets because
they weren't scoring (off
Boland). We've got to look to do
something else."

The 51-year-old, who rep-
resented Australia in 38 Tests
and was part of the 2004-05
series that last won in India, fur-
ther batting allrounder said
Green becomes an obvious
choice to replace opener David
Warner. "Coming up to this
Test match with the line-up,
Cameron Green is going to be
picked.

"You'll have Starc in for
(Pat) Cummins for other rea-
sons he (Cummins) can't be
there. Green will come into the
middle order, he may come in
for (David) Warner with the
changes there," he added.

India look to seal WTC final spot

KL Rahul's removal as VC doesn't indicate anything: Rohit

Play three pacers, include
Boland in XI: Kasprowicz

Black Caps secure historic Test win

Batting in India is about
sticking to plans and methods
for long periods: Smith

B’desh ready for ODI reality check against Eng India qualify for
Women's T20 WC 2024



Brahmanandam,
and Rohini Molleti
among rest onboard for
Pawan Kalyan’s PKSDT 

T
he Telugu remake of
the Tamil movie
Vinodhaya Sitham ,

directed by Samuthirakani,
was recently
launched. The
film stars
P a w a n
Kalyan and
Sai Dharam
Tej in lead
r o l e s .
Produced by
People Media
Factory, the
film will have
music by SS
Thaman.The cast
of the film
includes veteran
c o m e d i a n
Brahmanandam,
Rohini Molleti, Ketika
Sharma of Ranga Ranga
Vaibhavanga-fame, Tanikella
Bharani, Subbaraju, Priya
Prakash Warier and Raja
Chembolu. The production
house also stated in a tweet
that the filming is progress-
ing at a quick pace.

Released in 2021,
Vinodhaya Sittham was the
story of an ambitious middle-

aged man (played by Thambi
Ramaiah) who after meeting
with a fatal accident, is given
a chance by Time

(Samuthirakani) to make
up for his mistakes with-

in a specific time. Sai
Dharam Tej is
expected to play the
younger version of
the character played
by Thambi
Ramaiah in the orig-

inal.
PKSDT has

music by
Thaman S,
who also
scored for
P a w a n ’ s

Vakeel Saab
and Bheemla

Nayak, and is pro-
duced by Vishwa

Prasad.
In addition to this film, Sai

Dharam has Virupaksha set
to release on April 21. Pawan,
on the other hand, has a film
with Sujeeth, Ustaad Bhagat
Singh with Harish Kalyan
and the long-awaited Krish
Jagarlamudi directorial, Hari
Hara Veera Mallu.

S
amantha Ruth Prabhu who is gearing up for her upcoming
movies got bruised on the sets while shooting for action
sequences.

Taking to Instagram stories, the Yashoda actress dropped a picture
of wounded hands from sets.

In the picture, her hands show wounds and blood stains. Sharing
the picture, she wrote, “Perks of action.”

Recently, eight degrees Celsius in Nainital didn’t stop Samantha
from working out. Even battling with an autoimmune condition called
Myositis, she never misses a chance to share inspirational fitness videos
with her fans.

She shared a glimpse of her boxing session. In the video, she can
be seen practising some boxing moves in cold weather with action
director Yannick Ben.

She was seen wearing peach-coloured athleisure. Sharing the video,
she wrote, “My favourite man @Yannickben. Let’s go!!” 

Meanwhile, on the work front, he will be seen in the film
Shaakuntalam. The film is scheduled to release on April 14. It was
set to release on February 17 but due to unknown reasons, the
film was postponed once again.

The new release date will mark the film’s release in Telugu, Hindi
and Tamil languages.

Gunasekhar, who is also the co-producer of the film, wrote
in the caption, “The Love that was forgotten... An unforget-
table tale of Love that remains. Mark your calendars -
#Shaakuntalam releasing in theatres worldwide on April 14.”

Shaakuntalam, based on Kalidasa's work, is the story
of Shakuntala and her courtship with King

Dushyant, and the curse of rishi Durvasa
which made Dushyant forget his love for

the ‘apsara’-like Shakuntala.
Apart from this, she will be next seen
in an upcoming romantic film Khusi

opposite actor Vijay Deverakonda
and in the action thriller web series

Citadel alongside Varun
Dhawan.
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Avasarala Srinivas: I attempted a 
docu-indie style of filmmaking with PAPA
AMARTYA SMARAN 

A
ctor and director Avasarala Srinivas’
third directorial venture titled, Phalana
Abbayi Phalana Ammayi (PAPA) star-

ring Naga Shaurya, Malvika Nair, and
Avasarala Srinivas in important roles, is gear-
ing up for a theatrical release on March 17.
The music is composed by Kalyani Malik,
who delivered chartbuster hits for Srinivas’
blockbuster debut film Oohalu
Gusagusalade(2014). 

PAPA marks the return of Srinivas -Naga
Shaurya’s hit combination. The duo had ear-
lier worked on Oohalu Gusagusalade(2014)
(Naga Shauray’s breakthrough film and
Srinivas’s directorial debut) and Jyo
Achyutananda(2016). 

“If you can make people laugh, you can
make people happy!” shared the filmmak-

er talking about what piqued his
interest in filmmaking as a

child. There’s no doubt
that he’s swearing by the
line he uttered in the
interview. 

Excerpts from
the interview:

You’re back to
directing films after a
long gap! Was that
something that you did
deliberately or it just
happened? 
I usually write my
own scripts and for
me writing a film is
a very personal
thing. It has to be
motivating for me
to write it. I write
my scripts alone! It
depends on what

I’m feeling at that
moment and whether

I really want to tell this story. I did finish
the script in 2017-2018 and we started
filming in 2019. It took an extra year to set
this up, but by the time it came to a point
where we had to travel to the U.S. to finish
the film, Covid happened. The Embassies
were closed for two years and this is a film
that’s set in the U.S. and UK. A significant
part of the film takes place in India as well.
We didn’t get visas and kept waiting. The
visas happened last year and we finished
the film last year. 
You’re collaborating with Naga Shaurya after many
years. How important do you think it is to
collaborate with people whom you strike a chord
with? 
When I watch a film, the first thing that
comes to my mind is the actor’s
performance. That’s what draws you into a
film and what Shaurya has contributed to
my films, be it Oohalu Gusagusalade or
Jyo Achyutananda or PAPA is something
that I’m really proud of. If somebody asks
me, “Hey! Name one good thing in your
film?”. The first thing that comes to my
mind is Shaurya’s performance. Now that
we had trouble getting visas, we were
shooting in the UK with a limited 10
member crew. As a result, there are things
that go wrong everyday but one thing that
I was sure that would not go wrong was
Shaurya’s performance. He really put his
heart out in this film and I thank him for
that. 
What is so special about Shaurya that you cast
him often?

I think he trusts me a lot. I barely remem-
ber even one shot where when I asked him
to make a choice, he wasn’t excited about it.
He is always enthusiastic about the new inputs
that he gets from me. Not even once did he
say, “Sir! I think this is a better choice.” And
that enthusiasm and openness to feedback is
something that I really like. Whenever I say
something, I think he believes that it makes
for a better film. 
What can the audience expect from PAPA? 
It’s not going to be a rom-com. When I set

out to make this film, I was consuming a
lot of Indie-American films where there’s
very minimal dialogue or even if there’s
dialogue it doesn’t sound as if it’s written
for film. It’s just like people conversing
with each other. It is as if the director asks
the actors to improvise on the sets and the
actors have come up with the lines
themselves. And we wanted to record
sound on sets because dubbing always
kind of gets some artificiality in the sound.
This film is more about relationships and
you’ll find it very different from my
previous films. I attempted a docu-indie
style of filmmaking with this one. 
What’s your take on male-female best friends
dynamic? 
I think you can call yourself anything and it
doesn’t mean anything. It doesn’t matter if you
call yourselves best friends or soul mates. All
that matters is what are the barriers that you’ve
built between yourself and love, and how much
effort does it take you to love the other person.
Everything else can be changed. If you are best
friends and never had feelings for the person
right now but tomorrow if things change, it still
can be done. You can have romantic love for that
person, it’s not difficult. 
Speaking of your influences, Woody Allen comes
at the top of the list! Let’s delve into how his films
or humour helped you find your own style? 
I agree that he was a big influence when I
first started watching films. I really
enjoyed his films. When I wrote my first
film, some of his influence kind of crept
in. I don’t think I carried that forward into
my second film or PAPA. I think you have
to be true to yourself and if you call
yourself influenced by somebody else,
you’re subconsciously not being original.
Right now, I don’t watch any of his films
and I don’t watch many films at all
actually. I’m trying to stay completely
neutral and not get carried away by certain
styles. I’m just trying to see what comes
out of it. I’m open to something natural
coming out of that silence. One of the
things that keeps you going in the long run

is trying to find your own voice and not
trying to sound like somebody else. It’s
okay to ape somebody whom you respect
but I think you will grow out of it on your
own. 
You penned the Telugu dialogues for Avatar: The
Way of Water. How daunting was it to take it up? 
The real challenge was to make it sound Telugu.
Avatar was actually quite challenging. In the end,
I didn’t want the audience to come out and
make fun of the film like how they used to about
a decade ago. Also, I didn’t want the filmmakers
to think that their film is compromised. When I
started writing for the film on day one, I
remember thinking, “What did I get myself
into? This is so difficult”(laughs). However, the
more I got to know about the Avatar universe, it
became a little easier.
In today’s day and age, would you still suggest
people attend film schools? 

Yes! 100 percent(haha). 
Don’t you think the exorbitant tuition stops people
from going to film  schools? 

When I say film school, I don’t mean like
a school where you pay a fee and get a
degree but there are some things that I
think are useful before making a film. One
thing is the craft of writing, because over
the past few years I have seen films that
have not worked for some of my friends
because they did something wrong with the
script. Once you have the knowledge of
screenwriting, you can go back to your
basics and see where you went wrong.
When I talk to people who make films
when they write scripts sometimes, the map
is so blurry. The final copy that you see is
not what they set out to make and some of
it works and some don’t. It is good to have
a formal knowledge of the right approach
to make a film. My days at Lee Strasberg
made me fall in love with the craft of act-
ing. Whenever I am directing my actors, I
have so much satisfaction like, “Did I real-
ly create this person out of this script!”. It
helps you get back to the basics and see
what’s that you’re not doing right when
things go wrong. 

The Srinivas and Shaurya duo
is back again with Phalana

Abbayi Phalana Ammayi
(PAPA). Ahead of the film’s

release, The Pioneer rang up
the director for an

exclusive chat,
where he
discussed

PAPA and its
theme, working

with Naga
Shaurya,

importance of
being original,

and more.

C
ontrary to speculations, power couple Ram Charan and his
entrepreneur wife Upasana Kamineni Konidela are all set to
welcome their first child in India. Upasana has set the record

straight on rumours that their first child will be born in the US.
The couple had announced their pregnancy back in December

2022. Upasana, who is also the vice chairperson of CSR at Apollo
Hospitals, is excited to have her child delivered in her home coun-
try amidst the hospital staff she has known for years.

Speculation had arisen after Ram Charan’s appearance on pop-
ular news show Good Morning America, leading to rumours that
the couple might be planning to welcome their firstborn in the US.
However, Upasana took to Twitter to clarify that their delivery will
be taking place in India.

Expressing her enthusiasm for this new phase in her life, Upasana
shared: “I am thrilled to have our first baby delivered in our home
country - India, surrounded by a world class medical OB/GYN team
at The Apollo Hospitals, including Dr. Sumana Manohar, Dr. Rooma
Sinha and now Dr. Jennifer Ashton from the Good Morning America
Show. This journey holds many exciting experiences for us and we
look forward to this new phase in our lives with great anticipation.”

At Apollo hospitals, the OB/GYN team will consist of Dr Sumana
Manohar and Dr Rooma Sinha. Also, Dr. Jennifer Ashton, a board-
certified Ob-Gyn, author and TV medical correspondent from the
US will also be part of the team to deliver the couple’s baby.

Ram Charan and Upasana clears the air
on welcoming their baby in the USA

Samantha gets bruises while
filming action sequences

S
eerat Kapoor, who made her
debut with the Telugu film
Run Raja Run and was also

seen playing a gray character in the
crime thriller Maarrich starring
Tusshar Kapoor, discussed the
importance of finding the right

medium for the right con-
tent, and her thoughts on

OTT versus theatrical
release.

She said: “In just a
few years, I believe
filmmaking has
expanded dramati-
cally for all of us.
Cinema and its
experience have
evolved. From the-
atrical releases to
now having con-
tent instantly
accessible on
your phone.
There are even
web series and
shows that have
travelled across
the world in
terms of con-
tent. Whereas
many people are
concerned that
the growth of
OTT would
result in fewer
people going to
see movies in
theatres, I dis-

agree.”
The actress was also seen in Raju

Gari Gadhi 2 opposite Nagarjuna and
Touch Chesi Chudu opposite Ravi
Teja.

She added: “I believe OTT and the-
atrical releases are completely differ-
ent experiences altogether. Either
way, it lies in the hands of the audi-
ence really. Whether it’s the taste of
the kind of story they prefer or the
experience they chose to enjoy it.”

While concluding the conversation,
she shared that for her, medium is not
that important as she is more con-
cerned about the story and the role
given to her. She wants to give her best
in her work and this matters most for
her.

“For me, the story and the charac-
ters have always held utmost impor-
tance regardless of the medium. Over
the years, I have formed a relationship
with my audience, where they show-
er and support me with their love for
the characters I have chosen.”

“Most of my films have left them
pondering while also entertaining. It’s
a very sacred connection I share with
them. So whichever platform the
story may release, on the bright
side, today as creatives we have
extended ways to explore our poten-
tial and give back to our audiences to
keep their smiles around life intact,”
she concluded.

On the work front, Seerat will be
seen playing the lead in Dil Raju’s
next, which is yet untitled.

‘Cinema and its experience have

evolved,' said Seerat Kapoor

M
r. Kalyan is a family, love, and
youthful entertainer made by
Sri Dattathreya Creations,

while Usha Sri is its presenter. Starring
Maanyam Krishna and Archana as the
lead pair, its super-interesting
trailer was released today.
Directed by debutant Pandu,
the film is produced by NV
Subbareddy in a lavish manner.

The content of the trailer is
a multi-genre one that showcas-
es the film to be a crowd-puller.
The film stars Maanyam
Krishna, Archana, Raaj Vara,
comedians Saptagiri, Dhanraj,
and Tagubothu Ramesh. Shot
in Vizag and Hyderabad, the
film has a picturesque song shot
in Ladakh.

Speaking on the occasion of
poster launch, actor Puri Akash
said, “The posters and trailer is
really good. The making values,
the locations, and the dialogue
are likeable. And the artists
have done their best. I sincere-
ly wish that director Pandu and
producer Subbareddy score a

win at the box-office, followed by many
more in the coming years. I wish all
artists and technicians the best. The
film grand release in theaters on March
10.

Mr. Kalyan to hit theaters on March 10
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