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The Delhi High Court said
on Thursday it will start

hearing on a day to day basis
from August 28 the appeals by
the CBI and ED against the
acquittal of former telecom
minister A Raja, business enti-
ties and others in the 2G spec-
trum allocation case. 

Justice Dinesh Kumar
Sharma expressed displeasure
over a request for an adjourn-
ment made by the counsel for
the probe agencies and direct-
ed that the matter be listed after
two weeks for submissions. 

“How will we continue like
this? We can’t continue giving
dates like this,” the judge said. 

On March 19, 2018, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
had approached the high court,
challenging a special court’s

order of December 2017
acquitting all the accused. A
day later, the CBI too chal-
lenged in the high court the
acquittal of the accused.

The matter is currently at
the stage of ‘leave to appeal’
which is a formal permission
granted by a court to a party to
challenge a decision in a high-
er court. 

On Thursday, a request
was made to the court to defer
the hearing till September end
to await the appointment of
special counsel for Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
to argue the appeal.
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Another case of sexual
assault has come to light in

Manipur after a 37-year-old
married woman from
Churachandpur district alleged
she was gangraped by a group
of men while fleeing her burn-
ing house on May 3, the day on
which the ethnic strife began in
the State, police said.

An FIR in this connection
has been registered in
Bishnupur women police sta-
tion on August 9, police said,
adding it was later forwarded
to Churachandpur police sta-
tion for further investigation.

According to the FIR, the
woman was gangraped at
Khumujamba Meitei Leikai in

Churachandpur district by
“unidentified Kuki men”.

According to woman’s
statement to police, around
6.30pm on May 3, a group of
Kuki miscreants set fire to sev-
eral houses, including her’s.
Amid the chaos, she tried to
flee. However, after running for
about half-a-kilometre, she was
stopped by a few men and was
sexually assaulted, police said
quoting the FIR. 

Meanwhile, 40 MLAs of
Manipur have written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi urg-
ing complete disarmament to
foster an environment of peace
and security.

These MLAs, most of
whom are ethnic Meiteis, also
demanded the withdrawal of
the Suspension of Operations
(SoO) Agreement with Kuki
militant groups, implementa-
tion of NRC in the state and
strengthening of the
Autonomous District Councils.

In the memorandum, these

MLAs opposed the demand for
a ‘separate administration’ by
Kuki groups. 

“For the immediate estab-
lishment of security, simple
deployment of forces is inade-
quate. Although it is imperative
to halt the violence in the

peripheral areas, a complete
disarmament is the key to
achieve this goal,” said the
memorandum that was sub-
mitted to PM Modi on
Wednesday.

“The issue must be
addressed politically in order to

resolve this crisis of conflict.
There are many options that
can be explored. To reassure the
indigenous people of Manipur,
the National Registrar of
Citizens (NRC) can be imple-
mented in Manipur, sooner
rather than later. 
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Leader of Congress in the
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan

Chowdhury was suspended
from the Lower House on
Thursday for “repeated mis-
conduct” pending an investi-
gation by the privileges com-
mittee. The suspension move-
ment was brought in
Parliament by Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi.

Speaking in the Lok Sabha
on Thursday, during a discus-
sion on the no-confidence
motion brought by the
Opposition, Chowdhury com-
pared Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with the Hindu epic
Mahabharata’s blind king
Dhritarashtra. He said, “Jab
Dhritrashtra andhe the tab
Draupadi ka vastra haran hua
tha, aaj bhi raja andhe baithe
hai... Manipur aur Hastinapur
mein koi farq nahi hai.”

Chowdhury also likened
PM Modi to fugitive Nirav
Modi.

Continued on Page 2

�������	�
�����

�������
���	��	��
��������	��������

����� .2.87	

Bankers said the Reserve
Bank’s move to impose a 10

per cent incremental cash
reserve ratio will not impede
banks’ ability to lend while the
status quo on policy rates was
on expected lines. The RBI
opted for the status quo in key
policy rates for the third con-
secutive time on Thursday.

Industry lobby grouping
IBA’s chairman A K Goel, who
also heads state-run Punjab
National Bank, said the move
to impose a 10 per cent incre-
mental cash reserve ratio will
not impede the sector’s ability
to lend. “Even after this tem-
porary impounding of liquid-
ity, there will be sufficient liq-
uidity in the system to meet the
needs of the economy,” he said.
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As part of its money laun-
dering probe against news

portal NewsClick which is
alleged to have received dubi-
ous funds from American bil-
lionaire Neville Roy Singham to
spread Chinese propaganda,
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) is investigating a dump of
email exchanges that include
some between the US busi-
nessman and senior CPI(M)
leader Prakash Karat.

The ED is also probing the
alleged transfer of funds of
about �40 lakh from NewsClick
to the family members of
activist Teesta Setalvad, the
transfer of about �72 lakh to a
senior journalist, some employ-
ees of NewsClick, and a few
independent media profes-
sionals over a period of time.

The agency had found that
NewsClick also allegedly paid
�17.08 lakh as “salary” to jailed
activist Gautam Navlakha,
�97.32 lakh to Bappaditya
Sinha, a shareholder in
NewsClick and a member of
the IT cell of the CPI(M), over
an unspecified period.

Sources said the ED is
investigating the “end use” of
these funds.

The online news portal
and its dubious activities came
under scrutiny again after a
recent New York Times report
claimed that the outlet was part
of a global network that

received funding from
Singham, who allegedly works
closely with the Chinese
Government media machine.

The NYT report was also
raised in Parliament when BJP
MP Nishikant Dubey said that
the funds pumped into
NewsClick were used to create
an anti-India environment and
that he had documents per-
taining to email exchanges
between Karat and Singham.

The ED, as part of its
money laundering investiga-
tion against NewsClick, its
promoters, and others, is prob-
ing alleged fraudulent foreign
funds infusion of more than
�86 crore from entities linked
to Singham into its holding
company (PPK Newsclick
Studio Pvt Ltd) and it is soon
expected to file a chargesheet
in this case.

The ED had first raided the
premises of NewsClick in the
Saidulajab area of the national
Capital in September 2021 on
charges of money laundering
and since then the probe is con-
tinuing beside the litigation
between the two sides before
the Delhi High Court.

Continued on Page 2
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In a move that sets the stage
for a potential clash with the

judiciary, the Government
introduced a Bill in the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday, outlining
the procedure for the selection
of Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and
Election Commissioner (EC). 

The proposed Bill forms a
three-member panel, consisting
of the Prime Minister, the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, and a Cabinet
Minister, for the selection.
However, the Government’s
decision to exclude the Chief
Justice of India, despite a
Supreme Court directive, has
sparked controversy.

Union Law Minister Arjun

Ram Meghwal presented the
Chief Election Commissioner
and other Election
Commissioners (Appointment
Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Bill 2023 in the
Upper House. Amid the
Opposition’s uproar on the
Manipur violence issue during
the post-lunch session,
Meghwal introduced the legis-
lation. Despite the efforts of
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
to restore order, the din per-
sisted.

According to the Vill’s pro-
visions, the CEC and ECs will
be selected by a three-member
panel comprising the Prime
Minister, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
and a Cabinet Minister.

Earlier this year in March,
the Supreme Court ruled that
appointments to the election
commission must be advised

by a committee comprising
the Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, and the CJI.

In a unanimous verdict, a
five-judge Constitution bench
led by Justice KM Joseph
emphasised that the election
commission must ensure the
rule of law and remain inde-
pendent. The verdict stated
that an independent election
commission is vital for democ-
racy and that any unconstitu-
tional exercise of power by the
commission could impact
political outcomes.

Before the Supreme Court
ruling, the President appoint-
ed the CEC and ECs based on
the Government’s recommen-
dation. The new Bill, as intro-
duced by Meghwal, aims to
“regulate the appointment, con-
ditions of service and term of
office of the chief election
commissioner and other elec-
tion commissioners, the pro-
cedure for transaction of busi-
ness by the election commis-
sion and for matters connect-
ed therewith or incidental
thereto.”

Continued on Page 2
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In a stirring speech that
underscored the achieve-

ments of his Government and
envisioned a promising future
for both the BJP and the nation,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
vehemently critiqued the
Opposition during his response
to the no-confidence motion. 

The Congress-sponsored
motion was ultimately defeat-
ed through a voice vote after
the INDIA coalition of
Opposition parties staged a
walkout amid the Prime
Minister’s address.

The Prime Minister com-
menced by listing the welfare
and developmental initiatives
undertaken by his administra-
tion over the past nine years. 

He emphasised that these
efforts had uplifted millions of
individuals from the depths of
poverty, consequently pro-
pelling India toward becoming
the third-largest global econo-
my by 2027.

In addition, the Prime
Minister strongly rebuked
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s assertion that “Bharat
Mata” (Mother India) had been
figuratively killed in Manipur.
He argued that this claim high-
lighted the frustration experi-
enced by the Congress leader
due to his party’s prolonged
absence from power.

Taking a pointed dig at
Rahul, the Prime Minister

remarked that while the
Congress leader may talk about
espousing a sentiment of
“mohabbat” (love), his actions
merely propagated animosity
and division.

Replying to the debate,
Modi accused the Opposition
of caring more about their
parties than the country. He
stated that the Opposition par-
ties’ focus was “not on the
hunger of the poor, but on the

hunger for power.”
In a free-wheeling speech

interspersed with humour, jabs,
and poetry, the Prime Minister
remarked that the Opposition’s
arguments on the no-confi-
dence motion were “bereft of
substantial issues.” 

Amid laughter from the
treasury benches, he quipped,
“I hope you will be better pre-
pared in 2028.”

He highlighted that the

Opposition alliance had mere-
ly rebranded itself, following
the Congress’s “last rites of the
UPA at Bengaluru”.

Modi used an analogy, stat-
ing, “You are trying to pass off
an old vehicle as an electric one
just by applying new paint.”
This assertion was met with
enthusiastic cheers from the
ruling side, with senior
Ministers like Amit Shah,
Rajnath Singh, and Nitin

Gadkari visibly expressing their
approval.

The Opposition, chanting
‘INDIA’ and ‘Manipur,’ staged
a walkout while the Prime
Minister was still addressing
the house.

Regarding Manipur, Modi
contended that the “origin of all
the troubles plaguing the
northeast” lay in the rule of
Congress. He assigned blame to
the policies of Congress
regimes, including those of
the first Prime Minister of
India, Jawaharlal Nehru, for
issues like partition, neglect of
the North-East, and insur-
gency in the region.

“How can the Opposition
talk about the ‘murder’ of
Bharat Mata, when they them-
selves cut Bharat Mata into
three pieces?” Modi respond-
ed, addressing Congress Rahul’s
speech in reference to recent
incidents of violence against
women in Manipur.

Assuring the people of
Manipur, Modi pledged that
the State would return to the
path of development. He
praised Chief Minister Biren
Singh’s Government for dili-
gently working to foster peace
in Manipur. Modi emphasised
the Centre is taking stringent
action against those responsi-
ble for the violence in Manipur,
assuring that the state would
soon experience renewed
peace.

Continued on Page 2
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The Opposition INDIA par-
ties accused Prime Minister

Narendra Modi of being eva-
sive about the denial of justice
to Manipur besides ignoring all
other pressing issues facing
the country in his response to
the no-confidence motion
debate on Thursday. 

Briefing reporters outside
the Parliament House,
Congress Deputy Leader in
the Lok Sabha, Gaurav Gogoi,
said though the Opposition
managed to force the Prime
Minister to come to Parliament
and speak there, yet the main
purpose of getting justice for
Manipur remained unfulfilled.

Gogoi said the Opposition
had succeeded in forcing him
to speak in the country’s
Parliament as he was earlier
speaking in the foreign parlia-
ments only. 

“But, he (the PM) had still

not done justice with Manipur
even after three months of
violence there,” the Congress
leader said after staging a walk-
out in between the PM’s speech
in Lok Sabha.

Gogoi said since the
Opposition India did not get
answer to any of the three ques-
tions posed to him as to why he

didn’t visit Manipur, why he
didn’t make any statement on
Manipur and why he did not
sack the Manipur Chief
Minister, the alliance decided
to walk out in protest.

The Congress LS Deputy
leader said the entire INDIA
bloc also decided to walk out,
as the Prime Minister failed to

speak on Manipur, wrestlers’
harassment, Chinese intru-
sions, national security, and
inflation.

Speaking to media after the
Opposition walked out of the
House while Modi was reply-
ing on the no-confidence
motion, Samajwadi Party MP
Dimple Yadav said the reason
behind the no-confidence
motion was to highlight the sit-
uation of Manipur where sev-
eral women were raped and
children were killed but PM
didn’t stand with the people of
Manipur and & that’s why the
Opposition staged a walkout.

RJD Ràjya Sabha MP
Manoj Jha said they thought
that Modi will speak on
Manipur which did it hap-
pened. 

“But what did we see?
Comments, jokes and
Whatsapp talks... This was not
expected from Modi,” Jha said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress on Thursday
gave a notice in the Lok

Sabha against alleged breach
of privilege by Home Minister
Amit Shah, accusing him of
speaking untruth on
Maharashtra farm widow
Kalawati Bandurkar who
Rahul Gandhi had met in
2008.

The notice was given to
Speaker Om Birla  by
Congress MP and party's
whip in Lok Sabha Manickam
Tagore.

"I submitted a privilege
motion against Sh Amit Shah
for misleading the Parliament
yesterday on smt Kalawati
story to Honble Speaker,"
Tagore said on X, formerly
known as Twitter, while shar-
ing the notice.

Gandhi had visited
Bandurkar's house in 2008
after her husband committed
suicide following a farm cri-
sis in Maharashtra's Vidarbha.

During the debate on the
no-confidence motion on
Wednesday, Shah had referred
to 13 "failed" attempts to
launch Rahul Gandhi's polit-
ical career and recalled how
he narrated a tale of a poor
woman Kalawati. Shah said it
was the Modi government
which ensured that she got a
home and benefited from
various government schemes.

However, the Congress
alleged the Modi government
was lying on Kalawati and
shared a video of the farmer

on X. Kalawati claims in the
video that Rahul Gandhi had
helped her tide over poverty.

In his notice, Tagore
al leged that  Shah has
breached Parliamentar y
Privilege by not upholding the
sanctity of accurate and truth-
ful  information when
addressing the House.

"The issue in question
pertains to a statement made
by the Hon'ble Minister of
Home Affairs in Lok Sabha
yesterday i e. 09.08.2023,
wherein he provided details of
facilities purportedly extend-
ed by the Government at the
house of smt Kalawati, a
farmer's  widow from
Maharashtra. However, to the
utter dismay of the concerned
us this statement has been
vehemently refuted by the
concerned Smt Kalawati her-
self to media channels who
has explicitly stated that the
modi Government has not
provided any such facilities
for the past eight years instead
Sh Rahul gandhi helped her in

building her house,"  he
alleged.

"This  discrepancy
between the statement made
by the Hon'ble Union
Minister and the reality as
communicated by the affect-
ed Smt Kalawati raises serious
doubts about the veracity of
the information presented in
the Lok Sabha and it high-
lights a potential breach of
privilege under Rule 22,
Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha
Rules," he alleged.

In light of the aforemen-
tioned circumstances, Tagore
hoped the Speaker would take
cognisance of this matter and
consider initiating appropri-
ate action.

"The breach of privilege
motion, as outlined in Rule
22. Chapter 20 of the Lok
Sabha Rules, should be initi-
ated to ensure the account-
ability and integrity of our
parliamentary system

"Therefore, I request you
to exercise your esteemed
authority to move a breach of
privilege motion against the
Hon'ble Union Minister for
his statement which appears
to be in direct contradiction
to the ground reality and
direct him to seek apology
from the House of People for
his wrong and irresponsible
statement yesterday. 

The video clip and link of
the same is attached here-
with," Tagore said in his
notice.
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The government said "dis-
closure or disclaimer" is

must for celebrities, influencers
and virtual influencers while
endorsing as health experts or
medical practitioners as it
issued additional guidelines
on Thursday.

Even medical practitioners,
health and fitness experts hold-
ing certifications from recog-
nized institutions are required
to "disclose" that they are cer-
tified health/fitness experts
and medical practitioners while
sharing information or pro-
moting products or services or
making any health-related
claims.

These additional guide-
lines for celebrities, influencers
and virtual influencers in the
field of health and wellness
were released by the nodal
Consumer Affairs Ministry.

The guidelines have been
released after discussions with
the stakeholders including
Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Ayush, Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI), and Advertising
Standards Council of India
(ASCI).

"Celebrities, influencers
and virtual influencers pre-

senting themselves as health
experts or medical practition-
ers, when sharing informa-
tion, promoting products or
services or making any health-
related claims, must provide
clear disclaimers, ensuring the
audience understands that their
endorsements should not be
seen as a substitute for profes-
sional medical advice, diagno-
sis or treatment," the ministry
said.

This "disclosure or dis-
claimer" is necessary when
talking or making claims on
topics such as health advan-
tages including those derived
from food items and nutraceu-
ticals, disease prevention, treat-
ment or cure, medical condi-
tions, recovery methodologies
or immunity boosting, etc., it
said.

"This disclosure or dis-
claimer should be displayed
during endorsements, promo-
tions, or at any instance of
making health-related asser-
tions," it added.

The ministry further said
the celebrities, influencers and
virtual influencers presenting
themselves as health experts or
medical practitioners should
"clearly distinguish between
their personal views and pro-
fessional advice" and "refrain
from making specific health
claims without substantiated
facts".

"It is always recommended
to encourage audiences to con-
sult with healthcare profes-
sionals for seeking profession-
al medical advice and complete
information about the products
or services," it added.
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Former Manipur chief min-
ister and senior Congress

leader Okram Ibobi Singh has
demanded an emergency ses-
sion of the Assembly to find a
way to end the ethnic strife in
the state.

He said the Congress and
10 like-minded parties have
been pressing the Governor
and the state government to
immediately convene an emer-
gency session to end the vio-
lence in the state which has
claimed more than 160 lives so
far.

Talking to reporters on the
sidelines of the observance of
the 81st anniversary of Quit
India Movement held at
Congress Bhavan here on
Wednesday, the former chief
minister asserted that adopting
a unanimous resolution to end
the crisis is a must.

"The proposed emergency
session should discuss the cri-
sis unfolding in the state and
adopt a unanimous resolution
to end the strife," Ibobi said.

The leader of the Congress
Legislators Party in the state

Assembly said there will cer-
tainly be a way for ending the
prevailing crisis in a peaceful
manner.

"Searching for a way under
the provisions of the
Constitution of the country and
bringing the parties in conflict
to the negotiating table would
be a right step. However, in
searching for the way for
resolving the conflict, the ter-
ritorial integrity of Manipur
must not be compromised at
any cost," Ibobi asserted.

It may be noted that dur-
ing a recent cabinet meeting
called by Chief Minister N
Biren Singh, it was resolved to
recommend to the Governor to
convene the Assembly session
on August 21.
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From Page 1
Later talking to the media, Chowdhury said, “I have not

insulted PM Modi. Modi ji speaks on everything but on the
Manipur issue, he is sitting ‘Nirav’, which means sitting silent.
‘Nirav’ means to be silent. My intention was not to insult PM
Modi... PM Modi did not feel that he was insulted, his courtiers
(darbari) felt so and brought this proposal against me. I came
to know that (the matter) has been referred to the privilege com-
mittee and I have been suspended.

From Page 1
As per the Bill’s provisions,

the search committee respon-
sible for identifying candidates
for consideration by the panel
will consist of the cabinet sec-
retary and two other central
secretaries. 

Additionally, CEC and ECs
must hold or have held a post
equivalent to the rank of a sec-
retary in the Government of
India.

The current procedure for
appointing the CEC and ECs is
governed by Article 324(2) of
the Constitution, which states
that the President appoints the
CEC and other ECs as per the
provisions of any law made by
Parliament.

Critics, including the
Congress, have denounced the
bill. Senior Congress leader
KC Venugopal criticized it as

an attempt to make the election
commission subservient to the
Prime Minister. “What about
the Supreme Court’s existing
ruling which requires an
impartial panel? Why does the
PM feel the need to appoint a
biased election commissioner?
This is an unconstitutional,
arbitrary and unfair bill -- we
will oppose this on every
forum,” Congress general sec-
retary Venugopal said in a
statement.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of
weakening Indian democracy
and expressed concern over the
proposed selection panel’s com-
position. AAP supremo
accused Modi of not following
the Supreme Court order and
said this is a “very dangerous
situation”.

From Page 1
The agency has recorded

the statements of more than
20 persons in this case,
including that of NewsClick
founder and Editor-in-Chief
Prabir Purkayastha.

In a statement, the CPI
(M) hit out at Nishikant
Dubey, accusing him of run-
ning a smear campaign
because the Left is the most
“consistent opponent” of the
BJP’s communal ideology.

The sources said the
agency has retrieved emails
during its searches and other
evidence collection exercise
where Karat, 75, in January
2021 is reportedly exchanging
emails with Singham and
talking about “The Indian
Government is restricting
investments and imports from
China which is going to harm
our country more”, coverage
of his party in a Chinese
daily and some other topics.

Some other emails recov-
ered during the searches on
NewsClick pertain to March
2020 where Singham,
Purkayastha and some others
are exchanging notes on a
“research for three article

series on China and its han-
dling of the virus (COVID-
19)”, they said.

An email of March 30,
2020, under ED scrutiny,
includes Purkayastha’s
“request” seeking a timeline of
the number of tests and peo-
ple who tested positive in
China (for coronavirus) and
how that country ramped up
its production and testing, “in
contrast to countries like the
US and India, who with so
much lead time are still
unable to ramp up kit pro-
duction or procurement”.

Singham is learned to
have stated in the same email
about “how China learned
quickly when handling the
crisis” and his team “working
very hard to triple check ALL
facts among other topics”.

A number of other emails
that the ED recovered pertain
to conversat ions among
Singham, Purkayastha, and
others on news stories relat-
ed to producing news stories
about China, according to
the sources.

The agency had last year
attached a flat, worth Rs 4.52
crore and located in south

Delhi’s Saket area, linked to
Purkayastha apart from fixed
deposits worth Rs 41 lakh as
part of this money laundering
probe. 

The adjudicating author-
ity of the PMLA confirmed
the ED’s attachment order
for the flat in February.

On Monday, Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur had said India
had been telling the world
since 2021 that NewsClick
was a dangerous global net-
work of “Chinese propagan-
da” that was spreading fake
news.

The Minister said, “If you
see the funding network of
NewsClick, it was funded by
a foreigner, Neville Roy
Singham and he gets funds
from China. 

Neville Roy Singham has
direct contact with the pro-
paganda arm of  the
Communist Party of China
and the Chinese media com-
pany Maku Group,” he said.

“They present fake news
in the name of free news.
Congress and other parties
are supporting them,” he
alleged
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From Page 1
While discussing the

Manipur issue, Modi, much
like Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, referred to the
Assam High Court’s order as a
contributory factor to the eth-
nic strife in Manipur. He also
made a sly remark about the
judiciary, saying, “You all know
what goes on in the courts.”

The Prime Minister viewed
the problems in Manipur and
the North-East as legacy issues
stemming from the misrule
and negligence of successive
Congress Governments at the
Center since Independence.

“Whose Government was
in power in Manipur when
insurgent organisations held
sway? Whose Government was
there when Mahatma Gandhi’s
picture was banned in govern-
ment offices? Whose
Government was there when
the decision to not allow the
national anthem in schools
was made?” Modi questioned,
drawing attention to the his-
torical context.

“Their (Opposition) pain is
selective. They cannot think
beyond politics,” he criticised
the Congress.

Responding to allegations
of indifference to the Manipur
violence, the Prime Minister
countered, “You (Congress)
have never tried to understand
the emotions of the Northeast.
I have visited (the Northeast)
50 times. This is not just data;
this is dedication towards the
Northeast,” said Modi amid the
resounding thumping of desks
by BJP members.

Modi cited instances of
Congress’s apathetic approach

to the entire Northeast region,
highlighting that the party pri-
marily prioritised “dynastic
interest” and narrow politick-
ing throughout most of its
rule.

He recounted a grim event
from history: “On 5th March
1956, Congress launched
attacks through the Air Force
on the innocent people of
Mizoram. The State still cannot
forget that pain.” He main-
tained that “former Prime
Minister Nehru ensured that
no development took place in
the northeastern States.”

Earlier, while opposing the
motion, Modi humorously
remarked about the opposition
alliance, saying, “I want to
praise the opposition. They
followed my direction, which I
gave in 2018, to bring a no-con-
fidence motion in 2023.”

He launched an attack on
the Opposition, characteris-
ing it as a “Ghamandia
alliance,” disconnected from
ground realities. He highlight-
ed the contradictions within
the opposition alliance and
pointed to the shrinking base
of its main component, the
Congress, across the country.

“In Tamil Nadu, people
showed their no-confidence
in Congress for 61 years; in
West Bengal, there has been a
lack of confidence in Congress
for 51 years; and in UP, Bihar,
and Gujarat, it’s been 38
years...” Modi’s enumeration
of states where Congress has
been electorally rejected res-
onated through the hall. BJP
members joined in chorus,
repeating the term ‘no-confi-
dence’ against the Congress.

From Page 1
Former Congress presi-

dent Rahul Gandhi who had
invoked Bharat Mata in his
speech a day earlier which
stands expunged from Lok
Sabha, commented while walk-
ing out from Lok Sabha
“Apparently ‘Bharat Mata’ is an
unparliamentary word in India
nowadays.”

DMK MP Kanimozhi said
Modi did not address the con-
cerns of the people of  Manipur.

AIMM chief and Lok
Sabha MP Asauddin Owaisi
quipped about PM’s reply in
Lok Sabha as “ wahan Mughal
e azam chal rahi thi” (movie
Mughal e azam was being
played).

Revolutionary Socialist
Party RSP MP NK
Premachandran said, “...It is
unfortunate to note that PM
Modi is not even uttering a
word on Manipur. <

The constitutional machin-
ery in Manipur has totally col-
lapsed. Violence is still going
on...That is why we staged a
walkout...”

CPI MP Binoy Viswam
said, “What was there in that
speech?... Much ado about
nothing, full of fury and
noise...I and the country expect
the Prime Minister to rise to
the level of a Statesman because
this is a great country with a
great tradition of democracy...
We were forced to move a no-
confidence motion for the PM
to come to the Parliament...”
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Narendra Kumar (85), a
noted publisher, educa-

tionist, and Printer and
Publisher of “The Pioneer,”
passed away on Thursday
morning.

He was the President of the
Indian Publishers Association
and Chairman of Har Anand
Publications, which has been
publishing hundreds of famous
books for the past 60 years. 

Narendra Kumar also
headed Delhi Public Schools
for an extended period and
played a pivotal role in expand-
ing this premier educational
institution across various parts
of the country. He received
national and international

awards, including the ‘Order of
the Star of Italian Solidarity,’
conferred by the President of
Italy. He holds the distinction
of being the youngest publish-
er to be inducted into the
Indian Publishing Hall of
Fame. He is survived by his
daughter Alka and his sons,
Ashok and Ashish.
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AAP Rajya Sabha member
Raghav Chadha on

Thursday hit out at the BJP for
accusing him of forging signa-
tures of five MPs in a motion
related to the Delhi services bill
and said the party was trying to
“suppress” his voice as he had
“exposed” its “double stan-
dards”.

On Wednesday, Rajya
Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar had referred com-
plaints of four MPs, who
accused Chadha of proposing

their name for constitution of
a Select Committee without
their consent in violation of
rules, to the privileges com-
mittee to examine and investi-
gate the matter.

Addressing a press confer-

ence, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader asserted that the
allegations against him were
“baseless” and said an MP can
propose the name of any other
member without their written
consent or signature for a

Select Committee. “I will
approach the Committee of
Privileges and court of law
against the BJP Lok Sabha
members who levelled the false
allegations of forgery against
me,” Chadha said.  “Any mem-

ber can propose the name of
any other member without a
written consent of the member
or signature,” the AAP MP said,
showing the rule book at the
press conference.  According to
rules, neither a member’s con-
sent nor signature is required
to propose his or her name for
a Select Committee.  

Terming the allegations
against him “baseless”, Chadha
claimed that a “rumour” is
being spread about him doing
forgery. He asked how does the
question of forgery arise when
nobody’s signature was taken
and submitted. 

“A rumour which is being
spread about forged signatures
is absolutely wrong and base-
less,” Chadha claimed. “I chal-
lenge the BJP to show the
papers that has the forged sig-
natures as alleged by them. The
Parliamentary Bulletin on com-
plaints against me has no men-
tion of forgery, fake signa-

tures,” Chadha said and added
that the BJP was “trying to sup-
press his voice”. He alleged
that the BJP is after him
because he “exposed” the
party’s “double standards” and
also demanded justice for the
people of Delhi. “But I will
fight. I am not scared of the
BJP,” he added.

Chadha said that one does
not give public statements if the
Committee of Privileges begins
proceedings against them.

“Whenever the
Committee of Privileges begins
proceedings against someone,
they don’t give public state-
ments. But it was out of com-
pulsion that I have to speak up.
But I won’t speak against the
Hon’ble Chair or the
Committee of Privileges,” he
added. 

A Rajya Sabha bulletin
said the chairman had received
complaints from MPs Sasmit
Patra, S Phangnon Konyak, M

Thambidurai and Narhari
Amin, who alleged breach of
privilege by Chadha “for inter-
alia including their names
without their consent, in vio-
lation of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business, in a
motion on August 7”.

Chadha had proposed the
constitution of a select com-
mittee to consider the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 and
had included the names of the
four MPs.     

Addressing the press con-
ference, AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh alleged that the
Modi government has started
a new tradition of getting those
members suspended from the
House who speak against it.

“Then, declare its dicta-
torship in the country. Why are
you playing a drama about
democracy?” Singh asked the
government. 

Hitting out at Home
Minister Amit Shah, he said,
“You should at least know that
the name of any member can
be proposed for the select com-
mittee by any other member of
the House, and there is no need
to have the member’s signa-
ture.” The AAP leader also
accused Shah of lying on the
floor of the House by terming
as “fraud” the inclusion of the
names of the five MPs.  

The home minister’s sole
objective is to get Chadha dis-
qualified from the Rajya Sabha
as was done in the case of
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
in the Lok Sabha, he alleged.

“But, we are soldiers of
Arvind Kejriwal. We will fight.
And, if you disqualify Raghav
Chadha by any means, he will
come back after being re-elect-
ed,” Singh, who was suspend-
ed from Upper House of
Parliament during Monsoon
Session, asserted. 
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New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment has formed a three-
member committee of experi-
enced engineers to suggest
ways to prevent the recurrence
of flood in the city, officials said
on Thursday. Many areas of the
east were inundated due to a
rise in the Yamuna river levels
and nearly 27,000 people from
the floodplains were evacuated
and sheltered at safer places
during the floods last month. 

The committee will serve
advisory purpose, suggesting
long-term and short-term steps
to prevent flood situation in
future, said an officer of the
Irrigation and Flood Control
(I&FC) Department. An order
issued by the department on
Wednesday said that former
additional director general of
central public works depart-
ment MCT Pareva, and two

former chief engineers of I&FC
— VPS Tomar and VK Jain —
will be the members of the
committee. The committee will
submit its report in three
weeks, stated the order. As the
Yamuna crossed the danger
mark and rose to a record
208.66 metres level on July 13
at the Old Yamuna Bridge
parts of areas like the ITO,
Rajghat, Pragati Maidan, Civil
Lines and ISBT Kashmere Gate

faced flooding due backflow of
drains. Experts cited various
reasons behind the flood
including encroachment and
construction in the floodplains
and lack of desilting of Yamuna.

The I&FC engineers will
also attend meetings of com-
mittee that will be free to
engage any other experts and
experienced officers for prepar-
ing its recommendations. 

Staff Reporter
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From developing a thematic
park to sprucing up the city

with improved amenities, the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
has planned to deck up the
national capital with just a
month to go for the G20
Summit.

India assumed the G20
Presidency on December 1 last
year, following which about
200 meetings were scheduled
under different tracks. The
Summit is slated to take place
from September 9-10. “We have

planned a number of things to
spruce up the city and improve
civic amenities ahead of the
Summit. We are planning to
place more than one lakh flower
pots at various prominent loca-
tions, extra dustbins will be kept
in streets to control littering at
key location and markets,” a top
official in the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
said.

The civic body will also
develop a ‘G20 park’ in an
existing park to commemorate
the G20 Presidency of India, he
said. The G20-theme park will

be developed in the premises of
a park in M-Block of Greater
Kailash-2.  “This thematic park

will have the logo of the G20
made in an artistic style, besides
other artworks,” the official

said. ‘Shaheedi Park’, which has
been redeveloped as an open-air
museum park with scrap-made
sculptures of freedom fighters
and other heroes of India, was
inaugurated on August 8 and
opened to the public a day later.
The redevelopment of the
‘Shaheedi Park’ was also taken
up as part of the civic projects
ahead of the G20 summit. 

The park in the ITO area is
located near Pragati Maidan,
which houses a recently-inau-
gurated state-of-the-art con-
vention complex, which will be
venue of the G20 Summit. 
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Delhi University Thursday
filled up over 19,000

undergraduate seats across col-
leges in the second round of
admission for the academic
year 2023-24. In the first round,
over 62,000 students had paid
fees to confirm their seats.
Many of them opted for upgra-
dation, while several students
froze their seats.

The university said 34,174
candidates so far have opted for
an upgrade after the first round.

“In the second round of
admission, new allocation
totalled 19,038. As many as
10,104 students got their
upgraded choices and around
17,561 froze their seats allotted
to them in the first round,” a
varsity official said. 

As many as 32,600 candi-
dates were retained on their
earlier allocation. Of the total
allotment of 85,853 UG seats in
the first round of allocation,
62,008 students, of which 53
per cent are females, have paid
fees and confirmed their
admission to DU colleges. DU
has a total of 71,000 UG seats
across all its colleges. However,

the number of seat allocations
was higher this year as the var-
sity allocated extra seats in var-
ious categories, the DU official
said. The seats for the under-
graduate programmes are
being allotted under the
Common Seat Allocation
System (CSAS)-UG-2023.

The varsity issued a list of
vacant seats after the comple-
tion of Round 1 on August 7.
Only a few seats remained
vacant in the colleges on North
Campus, the list showed.

The majority of the vacan-
cies were available off-campus

and in some colleges of the
South Campus in Sanskrit and
science courses, including
Chemistry, Physics, and
Electronics. Students were
given a one-day window to re-
order higher preferences.

Candidates can accept the
allocated seat till August 13 and
the college can verify their
applications by August 14. The
last date for online payment is
August 15 and classes will
begin on August 16, the varsi-
ty said. The third admission
round will begin on August 17
and will end on August 26.
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In a significant move aimed at
safeguarding public health,

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
(LG) VK Saxena has extended
the ban on tobacco products
including Gutkha and Paan
Masala in Delhi for an addi-
tional period of one year. This
decision comes under the
authority vested in him by
Article 239 AA (4) of the
Constitution of India.

The decision to extend the
ban on tobacco products
underscores the growing con-
cern over the rising number of
oral cancer cases in the nation-
al capital. The LG emphasized
the critical importance of
addressing this issue, particu-
larly among children and
young individuals, to ensure a

healthier future generation.
The LG  has called for strict
enforcement of the notification,
leaving no room for laxity in its
implementation within the city.
Any indifference towards
enforcing the ban will not be
tolerated.

The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare,
Government of India, has

already prohibited and restrict-
ed the sale of products con-
taining tobacco and nicotine as
ingredients in any food items
under regulation 2.3.4. of the
Food Safety and Standards
(Prohibition and Restrictions
on Sales) Regulations, 2011.

The Food Safety
Department of the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD) will soon issue a
notification to extend the ban,
following the approval by LG
Saxena. 

This measure will encom-
pass the prohibition of manu-
facturing, storage, distribution,
and sale of various tobacco
products, including Gutka,
Paan Masala, flavoured/scent-
ed tobacco, Kharra, and simi-
lar products. The ban applies to

both packaged and unpackaged
tobacco products and will
remain effective for an addi-
tional year under Clause (A) of
Sub Section (2) of Section 30 of
the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006.

This move aligns with the
Delhi High Court’s recent affir-
mation of the ban on the man-
ufacture, storage, and sale of
Gutka, Paan Masala, flavoured
tobacco, and related products
in the city. 

The Court overturned a
September 2022 decision by a
single judge that had quashed
the ban, supporting the appeals
brought forth by the Centre
and Delhi government against
it. Entities within the tobacco
business had objected to the
prohibition notifications issued
between 2015 and 2021.
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Class teachers of Delhi gov-
ernment schools will mark

the attendance of students
online using tabs or school
computer system and the
record will have a bearing on
final examinations, according
to an official circular.

The circular further said
that manual attendance marked
by the class teacher will not be
considered for any purpose.

“Online attendance records
will be considered final for
examinations. The attendance
data of the students submitted
online by the class teacher and
school will be reflected at HQ
level,” the Delhi government’s
Directorate of Education (DoE)
said. The DoE said it is crucial
for students to be present in
school and actively engage in
the learning process.

New Delhi: A 23-year-old man
was arrested for allegedly mak-
ing obscene gestures at a
woman at Mandi House metro
station here, police said on
Thursday.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Shivam Sharma. He
has done B.Pharma and was
presently working in a mar-
keting department of a phar-
maceutical company, they said.
On Monday, the woman told
the police that she was travel-
ling on a metro train from
Tughlakabad metro station to
Mandi House metro station, a
senior police officer said.

She de-boarded at Mandi
House and was waiting for a
friend at platform number-1.
The accused, who was at plat-
form number-2, started mak-
ing objectionable act/gesture at

her. The complainant got
scared and approached CISF
staff at the station, the officer
said. By time the CISF staff
arrived, the accused boarded
the metro and fled. The com-
plainant posted about the inci-
dent on X, earlier known as
Twitter, following which police
contacted her and registered a
case, he said.  

During analysis of CCTV
footage, the victim identified
accused. The photographs of
the accused were also devel-
oped. It was found that he de-
boarded metro train at Nangli
metro station. Later, it was
found that accused was resid-
ing in Rajiv Nagar, Begumpur.
Subsequently, he was nabbed,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Metro) G Ram Goapl
Naik said. Staff Reporter
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The Delhi High Court on
Thursday sought the stand

of the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on a plea by businessman
and Aam Aadmi Party’s com-
munication in-charge Vijay
Nair seeking default bail in a
money laundering case related
to the alleged excise policy
scam. Justice Dinesh Kumar
Sharma issued notice on the

bail application and granted
time to the investigation agency
to file its reply. Nair, who was
arrested on November 13,
2022, was refused default bail
in the case by the trial court on
July 29.

The trial court had dis-
missed the bail plea, saying it
was not the competent or an
appropriate forum to consider
the grounds of default bail of
the accused and the appropri-

ate course would be to
approach the same judge or
bench of the high court, which
had earlier dismissed his bail
plea, with a request for con-
sideration of the point.

Senior advocate Rebecca
John, appearing for Nair, con-
tended before the high court
that the ED filed “piecemeal
charge sheets” in the matter
and the accused was thus enti-
tled to statutory bail. 
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The Delhi High Court has
taken suo motu cognisance

of an incident of alleged sexu-
al assault of a 3-year-old girl by
a cleaner at her school and
sought to know the action
taken by the city government
and the police.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma
said a news report on the inci-
dent was brought to its notice

by a high court judge, and
directed that a public interest
litigation be initiated on that
basis.

Issuing notice on the PIL,
the bench, also comprising
Justice Saurabh Banerjee,
directed the authorities to file
a status report while ensuring
that the identity of the girl child
is protected.

“Let a Suo motu (on its
own) PIL be registered based
on the newspaper report”. 

New Delhi: Non-scheduled
flights will not be allowed to
land or take-off at Delhi airport
for specific hours in the morn-
ing and evening on August 15,
according to an official. There
will be no impact on move-
ment of scheduled flights on
Independence Day at Delhi
airport, which is also the coun-
try’s largest airport.

The official said that no
landing or take-off will be per-
mitted for non-scheduled
flights of schedule airlines and
chartered flights from 6 am to
10 am and from 4 pm to 7 pm
on August 15.  In this regard,
a NOTAM (Notice to Airmen)
has been issued by the
Aeronautical Information
Services (AIS) that comes
under the Airports Authority of
India (AAI). Staff Reporter
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court of India on Thursday
launched a dedicated portal for
visitors, litigants and journal-
ists to get electronic passes to
enter the top court's premises.
The portal, named
SuSwagatam, allows visitors, lit-
igants, counsel, judicial law
clerks, staff, parties-in-person
and journalists to apply for
electronic passes online. 

The earlier procedure
involved standing in queues at
the E-Sewa Kendra, to get
paper passes before entry was
allowed into the Court's
premises. Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud announced
the launch of the portal before
beginning today's hearing in
the Article 370 abrogation case.  

“One can just make the
pass an evening prior. The
moment person comes to the
security counter, the entire
pass details reflected for CISF.

We have called it SuSwagatam.
The portal was tested as a
pilot project from July 25.
More than 10,000 e-passes
issued till August 8 as a pilot
basis. We also have a video
tutorial on how to use it and we
will have it soon in other lan-
guages than English. E-Seva
Kendra will help in training,” he
said. 

“It was a major concern.
The entire nation will be grate-
ful. We used to come at 9 AM
so that we get a pass to enter by
10.30 AM. This was 12-13
years back,” said Solicitor
General (SG) Tushar Mehta,
welcoming the move. PNS
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The Rajya Sabha on
Thursday witnessed ruckus

and repeated adjournments on
the issue of Manipur violence
with the Opposition demand-
ing a statement by the Prime
Minister in the House.
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
tried to find a way out to
break the logjam but of no
avail.

Given the hardened stance
adopted by the Opposition
and the Treasury Benches on
the issue, the Chairman had to
run the house post lunch
amidst din and members com-
ing into the well. 

He later adjourned the
house for the day at about 2.35
pm after it reassembled after an
adjournment till 2.00 pm at
about 11.40 pm Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal
introduced the Chief Election
Commissioner and Election
Commissioners (Appointment
Conditions of Service and
Term of Office) Bill even as
pandemonium prevailed.
Similarly, Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya moved
the Pharmacy (Amendment)
Bill.  The Lok Sabha has already
passed it.

When the house met for
the day in pre-lunch session,
Leader of Opposition M
Mallikarjun Kharge Thursday
said a discussion under Rule
167 may take place on the vio-
lence in Manipur and that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
be called for the debate.

Amid protests from
Treasury Bench, Kharge hit out,
saying “What will happen if
Prime Minister comes to the
House? He is no God.” Kharge
told the House that the
Opposition and the
Government had reached a
middle ground to have the
discussion under Rule 167,
which deals with “discussion on
a matter of public interest”.

He said Leader of House
Piyush Goyal came to his
chambers and he wanted that
a discussion (on Manipur) take
place under Rule 176, saying we
will give sufficient time. 

“Our side said you are not
agreeing to (Rule) 267, and we
don’t agree with (Rule) 176. We
wanted to reach a middle
ground,” Kharge said. He added
that a resolution was reached to
have the discussion under Rule
167. DMK leader T Siva also

favoured discussion under the
same rule. Dhankhar said the
political parties should dis-
cuss the issue amongst them-
selves to break the logjam and
allow a discussion.  

However, the members
could not arrive at a consensus
leading to the first adjourn-
ment at 11.40 am.

In the post lunch session,
Dhankhar again tried to run
the house but Derek
O’Brien(TMC)claimed the
government was disrupting
parliament.  

It drew a sharp reaction
from Goyal.  The house wit-
nessed sharp exchanges
between the Opposition and
the Treasury benches and some
members trooping into the
well.  Sensing the mood of the
house, Dhankhar then
adjourned the proceedings for
the day. 
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In a fiery address during the
no-confidence motion debate

against the NDA Government
on Thursday, Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia criticized
the Opposition bloc India,
alleging that their concern is
more about their own “stature”
than the welfare of the country.

Scindia called for an apol-
ogy from the Opposition to the
people of India for their deroga-
tory remarks about Prime
Minister Modi in Parliament.
He expressed astonishment at
unprecedented scenes wit-
nessed in House, stating, “It's
been 20 years that I am part of
this Parliament, but I have
never witnessed such a scene in

House.  The words used by the
Opposition for the PM, they
should apologize not in
Parliament but, before the peo-
ple of India for their remarks. 

They do not care about the
dignity of the PM or the
President. They only care about
their stature.” He further point-
ed out the inconsistency of the
Opposition's behavior, high-

lighting their silence in previ-
ous instances of turmoil.
Scindia accused them of dis-
rupting Parliament for the past
17 days by demanding a state-
ment from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the Manipur
issue, despite their prior inac-
tion on similar matters.

Scindia questioned the
Opposition's selective amnesia,
referencing incidents like
Manipur violence in 1993 dur-
ing PM PV Narasimha Rao's
tenure and 2011 clash in
Manipur when PM Manmohan
Singh was in office. 

He criticized the
Opposition's demand for a dis-
cussion on issues they previ-
ously ignored, implying a polit-
ical agenda of convenience.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi used cricketing anal-

ogy to take a swipe at the
INDIA bloc on Thursday, say-
ing while centuries were being
scored from the Treasury
Benches, the Opposition
bowled no-balls during the
No-Trust Motion in Lok Sabha.

Replying to the debate on
the no-confidence motion in
the Lower House, Modi repeat-
edly took jibes at the
Opposition saying they were
not prepared for the discussion.

“What kind of debate you
have done on the no-confi-
dence motion. I am seeing on
social media, even your 'dar-
baris (courtiers) are disap-
pointed. This is your condi-
tion,” the Prime Minister said.

“See the fun of this debate,
fielding was laid out by
Opposition, but fours and sixes
were hit from here (treasury
benches). The opposition is
bowling only no-balls in the
no-confidence motion,” Modi
said. “There are centuries being
scored from this side and no-
balls being bowled from that
side. I would like to tell my
opposition friends 'why don't
they prepare and come',” he
said.

The parties of the Indian
National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) had
brought the no-confidence
motion against the govern-
ment. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Thursday said it has carried out
search operations in Karur
(Tamil Nadu) in connection
with the 'Cash for Jobs Scam'
involving the Tamil Nadu State
Transport Corporations and
froze a 2.49 acre plot of land
worth Rs 30 crore belonging to
the sister-in-law of Tamil Nadu
minister V Senthil Balaji, the
prime accused in the money
laundering case.

Balaji, who formerly served
as the transport minister, was
earlier arrested on June 14 for
his alleged involvement in
money laundering. The ED
initiated investigation on the
basis of three FIRs registered
and chargesheets filed by the
Central Crime Branch (CCB),
Chennai, in the 'Cash for Jobs
Scam arraying Balaji as the
main accused. “V Senthil Balaji

in collaboration with his broth-
er RV Ashok Kumar, and his
Personal Assistants B
Shanmugam and M
Karthikeyan, gave jobs in lieu
of cash. This led to jobs being
awarded at the expense of
deserving candidates, the ED
said in a statement.

During the investigation, it
was revealed that a substantial
parcel of land admeasuring
2.49 acre located at Salem
Bypass Road, Andankoil, Karur
was acquired by P Lakshmi
(Mother-in-Law of RV Ashok
Balaji) from Anuradha Ramesh
for a mere Rs. 10 lakhs, as
against the land’s true value
amounting to more than 30
crore, the agency said.
However, while scrutinizing
the income source of Lakshmi,
it was revealed that she lacked
any credible means of income.
Her assertion of selling old jew-
ellery to secure Rs 10 lakh for
the land purchase were proven

to be fictitious, it said.
Subsequently, this plot of

land was gifted to her daugh-
ter Nirmala, wife of Ashok
Kumar, the brother of Balaji.
Upon further investigation, it
was disclosed that the remain-
ing sum required for the land
acquisition was paid in cash to
Anuradha Ramesh. This cash,
in turn, was employed by
Anuradha Ramesh to procure
another piece of land in the
same vicinity.

Considering these devel-
opments, the said property has
been placed under a freeze
order in accordance with sec-
tion 17(1-A) of Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

Despite multiple summons
issued to RV Ashok Balaji,
Nirmala, and P Lakshmi, they
are yet to appear in person,
demonstrating a lack of coop-
eration with the ongoing inves-
tigation, the agency added. 
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Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on

Thursday compared what she
called assurance-driven
“Milega”    policies of the
Congress governments to the
Modi-government's “mil gaya”
economic policies as she assert-
ed that India has turned “fastest-
growing economy in just nine
years” of the Modi-government.

The Finance Minister said
the Modi-dispensation “cleared
Banking NPAs” earlier  created
by  “dynatic interference” in the
banking sector.  Public sector

Banks are now “earning one
lakh crore profit”, she said.
“Banks main apaka phailaya
Hua raita ham saaf kar rahain
hain..”, the minister said refer-
ring to the banking NPAs
receiving loud applause from
the treasury benches. By the
direct bank transfer, she said the

government stopped “leakages”
and saved Rs 2.7 lakh crore of
public money. Referring to the
Congress, Sitharaman said ear-
lier “the dynasty was behind the
leakages”. 

Speaking during the debate
on the no-confidence motion in
Lok Sabha against the Modi
government, Sitharaman said
that earlier governments used to
sell dreams to people while the
present regime is fulfilling the
dreams. “In Congress rule they
used to say 'mil jayega' but in the
Modi-government it is 'mil
gaya”, she said and reeled off
details on implementation of

schemes in various sectors
including drinking water, elec-
tricity, housing and health.
“UPA showed people dreams,
NDA fulfilled them,” said
Sitharaman while slamming the
UPA government. Hitting-out at
the Opposition for “ alliance of
convenience “ , she said DMK
which is in the Congress-led
alliance had humiliated J
Jayalalithaa in Tamil Nadu
assembly.

Sitharaman was responding
to DMK member's example of
Droupadi's 'cheerharan' and
'silence' of  Kauravas in relation
to incidents in Manipur.
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both the opposition and ruling
fronts led by the Congress and
the BJP, AIMIM MP
Asaduddin Owaisi on
Thursday said that neither
“dukandar” nor “chowkidar”
opens their mouths when
Muslims are oppressed.

Speaking on the no-confi-
dence motion in the Lok Sabha,
Owaisi accused both the fronts
of doing politics on the graves
of minorities. “There are two
fronts in this country. One is a
'dukandar' and the other is
'chowkidar'. When we are
oppressed, neither opens its
mouth. The UAPA (amend-
ment) law was brought by
(Home Minister) Amit Shah
and these dukandars approved
of it,” he said.

“Now under this law a 83-
year-old man died because of
the absence of a sipper. For how
long will these dukandars and
chowkidars play politics over
our graves? If you don't speak

out against injustice, your
dukandari will not work and
chowkidar needs to be
replaced,” he said. The
Hyderabad MP was apparent-
ly referring to ruling front led
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as “chowkidar” and
opposition bloc INDIA as
“dukandar”.

Highlighting the atrocities
against the Muslim communi-
ty, including the recent incident
of an RPF constable shooting
dead his senior and three
Muslim passengers on board a
train, Owaisi asked the gov-
ernment if it was an example of
radicalisation. “In recent times
in a train, a uniformed terror-

ist after killing his senior went
to different compartments,
asked names, saw beards and
then killed Muslims after say-
ing that if you want to stay in
this country, you have to vote
for Modi. I want to know from
the government if this is not an
excellent example of radicalism
and extremism? If it is so what
is the government going to do
about it,” he said.

Owaisi asked what hap-
pened to the government's
conscience when 750 buildings
in Nuh were demolished with-
out due process because they
belonged to Muslims. He was
referring to the recent demoli-
tion drive in the Haryana dis-
trict following communal vio-
lence there.

“That is why the Haryana
HC (High Court) said that this
is ethnic cleansing. An atmos-
phere of hate has been created
in the country against Muslims.
This is their work in the last
nine years. 
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The BJP on Thursday
claimed that Kerala Chief

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan could
face investigation on corrup-
tion charges over alleged
“indictment” of his daughter
Veena Vijayan's firm for receiv-
ing Rs 1.7 crore from Cochin
Minerals and Rutile Limited
(CMRL) without providing any
service.

BJP national spokesperson
Tom Vadakkan dubbed it as
“Veena Tax” in a statement,
alleging that she received a total
of Rs 1.72 crore in monthly
instalments from private com-
pany for last three years.

“The New Delhi bench of
the Income Tax Interim
Settlement Board ruled that the
money was given considering
the relationship with a 'promi-
nent person'. Veena and her
company, Exalogic Solutions,
had agreed to supply CMRL
with IT, marketing consult-
ing, and software services,”
Vadakkan, who is from Kerala,
said.

However, the income tax
examination discovered that no
services were provided, he said.
CMRL Managing Director S N
Sasidharan Kartha said money
was paid in monthly instal-
ments as per contract, he
added.  “The Income Tax
Department alleged that Veena
and Exalogic received Rs 1.72
crore during 2017-20, which is
an 'illegal transaction'. 
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The World Health
Organization (WHO) has

classified the EG.5 strain of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus circulating
in different parts of the world,
including India, as a “variant of
interest” but said it did not
seem to pose more of a threat
to public health than other
strains.

EG.5 or Eris variant of
SARS-CoV-2 was first report-
ed on February 17 this year,
and designated as a variant
under monitoring (VUM) on
July 19.  In its latest risk eval-
uation on Wednesday, the
WHO designated EG.5 and its
sub-lineages as a variant of
interest (VOI). Variants are
broadly categorised into three

categories: (1) “variants of
interest,” (2) “variants of con-
cern” and (3) “variants of high
consequence.” According to
the US National Institutes of
Health (NIH), VOIs are
defined as variants with specific
genetic markers that have been
associated with changes that
may cause enhanced trans-
missibility or virulence, reduc-
tion in neutralisation by anti-
bodies obtained through nat-

ural infection or vaccination.
EG.5 is a descendent lineage of
Omicron subvariant XBB.1.9.2.
It carries an additional muta-
tion in the spike protein -
which the SARS-CoV-2 uses to
enter and infect the human
cells - compared to the parent
subvariant. Within the EG.5
lineage, the subvariant EG.5.1
has an additional spike muta-
tion and represents 88 per cent
of the available sequences for
EG.5 and its descendent lin-
eages, the WHO said.    

As of August 7, 7,354
sequences of EG.5 have been
submitted to GISAID, the
Global Initiative on Sharing All
Influenza Data, from 51 coun-
tries. The largest portion of
EG.5 sequences are from China
(30.6 per cent, 2,247

sequences). The other coun-
tries with at least 100 sequences
are the US, the Republic of
Korea, Japan, Canada,
Australia, Singapore, the UK,
France, Portugal, and Spain.  In
India, only one case of EG.5 has
been reported so far from Pune
in May this year.

Globally, there has been a
steady increase in the propor-
tion of EG.5 reported. During
epidemiological week 29 (July
17 to 23, 2023), the global
prevalence of EG.5 was 17.4 per
cent, according to WHO.

Based on the available evi-
dence, the public health risk
posed by EG.5 is evaluated as
low at the global level, aligning
with the risk associated with
XBB.1.16 and the other cur-
rently circulating VOIs. 

New Delhi: India is commit-
ted to eliminating Lymphatic
filariasis by 2027, three years
ahead of the global target
through a multi-partner and
multi-sector targeted drive,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said on
Thursday.

Mandaviya inaugurated the
second phase of the Annual
Nationwide Mass Drug
Administration (MDA) initia-
tive here on Thursday.
“Through Jan Bhagidaari and
Whole of Government and
Whole of Society approach, we
shall be able to eliminate this
disease from the country,” the
Union minister said. The sec-

ond phase of the drive, com-
mencing on August 10, will
cover 81 districts in nine
endemic states - Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Telangana and Uttar
Pradesh.

Chhattisgarh Deputy
Chief Minister TS Singh Deo
and his counterpart in Uttar
Pradesh Brijesh Pathak, Odisha
Health Minister Niranjan
Pujari and his counterparts in
Assam Keshab Mahanta and
Banna Gupta in Jharkhand
joined the inauguration virtu-
ally. Addressing the gathering,
Mandaviya said, “Efforts must
not be limited to taking med-

icines but also aid in eliminat-
ing spread of diseases via mos-
quitoes, without which
progress to achieve our goal
will be significantly restricted”.
The Union minister also laid
stress on enhancing synergy
between state and central gov-
ernments to ensure a healthi-
er nation.

Enumerating the success
of  'Jan Andolan' movements in
health by citing example of Ni-
kshay Mitra among others,
Mandaviya said: “Community
engagement will contribute
significantly in garnering suc-
cess in this mission by
involvement of all stakeholders
starting from grassroots level”.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday blamed

the Congress for the partition
of India, and also said it was the
Indira Gandhi Government
which gave the Katchatheevu
Island to Sri Lanka in 1974.

The island, located
between Rameswaram (India)
and Sri Lanka, was traditionally
used by both Sri Lankan and
Indian fishermen. In 1974,

then prime minister Indira
Gandhi accepted Katchatheevu
as Sri Lankan territory under
the “Indo-Sri Lankan Maritime
agreement”.

“These people divided
mother India into three parts
for politics..,” the prime minis-
ter said in Lok Sabha, launch-
ing a blistering attack on the
Congress during his reply to a
debate on a no-confidence
motion. The prime minister
said the DMK government in

Tamil Nadu keeps writing to
him urging to bring
Katchatheevu back to India.

“Katchatheevu is an island
between Tamil Nadu and Sri
Lanka. Somebody gave it to
another country. It happened
under the leadership of Indira
Gandhi,” he said. “Wasn't that
part of Maa Bharati there?”
Modi asked in an apparent
response to Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's remark during
the debate on Wednesday.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman Blames Delay in

Land Acquisition for Escalation
of AIIMS Madurai Budget

In a recent statement,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman addressed the esca-
lating budget of the proposed
AIIMS hospital in Madurai,
Tamil Nadu. 

She pointed out that the
budget for the hospital had
increased by Rs 700 crore due
to the delay in land acquisition,
placing the responsibility for
the delay on the state govern-
ment.

Speaking during the debate
on the no-confidence motion
in the Lok Sabha, Sitharaman
responded to the noisy protests
of DMK members by explain-
ing that the initial budget of Rs
1,200 crore for the proposed
hospital had risen to Rs 1,900
crore due to the land acquisi-
tion delay caused by Tamil
Nadu.

Amidst the calls of "Eppo"
(meaning "when" in Tamil) by
DMK members, Sitharaman
addressed the issue in both
English and Tamil. 

She emphasized that the
delay in land acquisition was
the key factor behind the bud-
get escalation and that the
blame should be attributed to
the state government rather
than the Centre.

,��	��
���	��
	���
�
�
������
�%%�&��	���	



��*�������8�



������
�$��������	 
���	�
� 
�
����� ��������

���
����
�"�������	������7%7�7�	

The Union Ministry of
Finance reviewed the

preparations made so far for
the proposed meeting of G-20
Sustainable Finance Working
(SFW) Group, scheduled to be
held in the city here on
September 13 and 14. It would
be the fourth meeting of this
group on economic matters
and the earlier three meetings
were held at Guwahati, Udaipur
and Mahabalipuram/ Chennai.
Prior to this, the G-20 Culture
Working Group Meeting will
be held here from August 23 to
27 and its preparations are
going on in full swing.

The review meeting on the
preparations for the proposed
G-20 SFW Group Meeting was
held at the Commissionerate
auditorium here on Thursday
under the chairmanship of
Additional Secretary
(Economic Affairs) of Union
Ministry of Finance Manisha
Sinha. In the meeting, District
Magistrate (DM) S Rajalingam
informed about the prepara-
tions made by the administra-
tion in the city so far for vari-
ous G-20 meetings. He also
gave details of information
regarding welcoming the guests
at the airport, appointing the
liaison officers, staying of the
guests in the hotels and secu-
rity etc.

For the proposed G-20
meeting of SFW Group to be
organised by the Union
Ministry of Finance, it was
informed in the meeting that
the guests will arrive on

September 12 in the city and
the meeting will be held on
September 13 and 14. The
Additional Secretary empha-
sised on conducting a theme-
based cultural programme for
the guests which should be
based on the culture of Kashi.
The G-20 SFW Group aims to
mobilise sustainable finance
to help ensure global growth
and stability and promote the
transition towards greener,
more resilient and inclusive
societies and economies. The
proposed SFW Group Meeting
will be attended by more than
90 delegates from G-20 mem-
ber states, guest countries, var-
ious international organisa-

tions and officials from the
Government of India. The offi-
cials of various departments
related to G-20 participated in
the meeting.

Meanwhile, a good public
participation was seen in the
slogan and essay competitions
organised in schools to increase
awareness among students
towards G-20 meetings as
around record 92,000 partici-
pated in two days. In view of
the upcoming Cultural and
Youth Group Meetings of G-20,
an essay competition was
organised in schools recently to
connect students and spread
publicity. The theme of the
contest was ‘Vasudhaiva

Kutumbakam’ in which the
participants highlighted India’s
presidency and G-20 Group’s
contribution to world peace
and progress. As many as
45,156 participants took part in
this essay competition held at
the school level.

These competitions were
held in government basic and
secondary education schools. A
total of 1,127 participants
secured first positions. In this
sequence, slogan competition
was also organised in schools
in which 46,346 participants
took part and 1,127 partici-
pants got the first position.
The theme of the contest was
G-20.
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This holy city and parlia-
mentary constituency of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has become the centre of a
strong protest of top civil soci-
ety leaders for the last two days
as they raised their voices
against the ‘illegal encroach-
ment’ of the Sarva Seva Sangh
premises near Rajghat.
Recently, the premises were
vacated by the Railway author-
ities with the help of the secu-
rity forces.

Most of the speakers
including senior social leader
Medha Patkar, farmer leader
Rakesh Tikait, Yogendra Yadav,
Arundhati Dhuru, Faisal,
Aflatoon, national president
of Sarva Seva Sangh Chandan
Pal, socialist leader Dr Sunilam,
Prof Anand Kumar, Asha
Bhothra, Firoz Mithibolwala
and scores of others staged a
strong dharna at Shastri Ghat
near District Headquarters here
on Thursday. Just a day ago,
they assembled at Paradkar
Bhawan to express their protest
and most of them alleged that
the action taken against the
place from where Mahatma
Gandhi was closely associated
on the instructions of Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

Speaking on the occasion,
Medha Patkar said that
Gandhi’s Satyagraha is most
needed today as the govern-
ment is occupying the land of
places like Sarva Seva Sangh in
the name of the constructions
of airports, flyovers etc all over
the country. “If the people
want to save Ganga, then Sarv
Seva Sangh will have to be
saved,” she said, adding that she

had talked to railway and high-
er officials but they said it is not
about their level. She termed
this attack on Gandhi’s legacy
as an attack on the country’s
fabric structure.

Farmer leader Rakesh
Tikait said that if needed, trac-
tors will also come to Banaras
terming the BJP as ‘a land
looting party’. He said that
Sarva Seva Sangh made by the
efforts of first President
Rajendra Babu, first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,
Sant Vinoba Bhave, Babu
Jagjivan Ram, Jayprakash
Narayan and Lal Bahadur
Shastri and it is a heritage.  

Yogendra Yadav of Swaraj
India said that so many women
have come for today’s meeting
and it is a big thing. “There are
leaders of different struggles

here and for the last two days
a no-confidence motion is
being discussed in the parlia-
ment. The MPs are discussing
that there is no faith in Modi’s
government. This no-confi-
dence motion was brought
because of the incident in
Manipur as the Prime Minister
did not say a word on this,” he
said, adding that Gandhi’s lega-
cy is present in this city for 70
years and now the govern-
ment says that it was illegally
encroached.

Senior Gandhian Kumar
Prashant said that the presence
of so many people from across
the country shows that the gov-
ernment is making so many
mistakes in Banaras. Former
MLA Pankaj Pushkar said that
this attack is a big lesson that
now we have to save the lega-

cy of Gandhi, Ambedkar, JP,
Lohia. Ranju Singh said that
any movement is incomplete
without women and the num-
ber of women gathered in the
meeting is telling how India
will be in the future.

Ramdhiraj Bhai alleged
that BJP is not acquiring land
in Banaras but is looting the
land. The land of Vishwanath
Gali area was grabbed in the
name of Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor, he added. The theatre
team of Prerna Kala Manch
sang democratic songs on the
occasion. The others who were
also present were Pradeep
Khelokar, Jagriti Rahi, Nandlal
Master, Satish Singh, Sanjeev
Singh, Ekta, Vallabhacharya
Pandey, Father Anand, Prof
Mahesh Vikram Singh and Dr
Anoop Shramik.

VARANASI (PNS): National
Deworming Day was observed
in the district on Thursday. The
programme was started by
feeding deworming medicine
to the children in the presence
of Dr Sandeep Chaudhary,
Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
at Composite School,
Sunderpur. Along with this,
children were fed medicine to
remove stomach worms in
3,488 schools and 3,983
Anganwadi centres of the dis-
trict.

Speaking on the occasion,
the CMO said that children
become malnourished due to
having stomach worms. “There
is a lack of blood in them, due
to which the children become
weak. Getting rid of worms is
essential for a healthy future.
This is possible only when

children, adolescents and
teenagers are fed medicine for
deworming on time,” said Dr
Chaudhary, appealing to the
parents to feed their children
medicine to remove worms to
save them from this problem.

The CMO said that
National Deworming Day is

observed every year on 10th
August. On this occasion, chil-
dren, adolescents and teenagers
of one to 19 years of age are fed
deworming medicine so that
their future can be healthy. He
said that on the day, there is a
target to feed deworming med-
icine to 18 lakh children in the
district.

Additional Chief Medical
Officer and Nodal Officer of
the programme Dr Sanjay Rai
said that on the day, the pro-
grammes of providing medi-
cines of deworming  were held
at all government- aided and
private schools, madrasas etc
and praised the cooperation
from the teachers in feeding
medicines. He said that in the
campaign medicines were also
given to those children who do
not go to school. Along with

this, children of labourers
working in brick kilns were also
given medicines at Anganwadi
centres, he said, adding that a
mop-up round would be
organised on August 17 for
those children who have
missed taking medicines dur-
ing the day. “Efforts will be
made to fulfill the target 100
percent by covering all the
children left out in this,” he
said. He said that diarrhoea,
abdominal pain, weakness,
vomiting and loss of appetite
can be symptoms of worm
infestation. According to him,
the greater the number of
worms in the child’s stomach,
the more severe the symptoms
of the infected person and the
children with a mild infection
usually do not show any symp-
toms. 
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The leaders of Samajwadi
party (SP) flagged off the

100 days ‘Desh Bachao – Desh
Banao’ cycle yatra that will
cover as many as 125 assembly
seats in 25 parliamentary con-
stituencies of 24 districts. The
first phase of yatra will culmi-
nate in Lucknow on November
22 that happens to be the
birthday of party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Speaking on the occasion,
yatra convener and national
president of Lohiya Vahini,
Abhishek Yadav said “people of
the country are facing hardship
due to inflation, unemploy-
ment and atrocities on poor
and women.” 

He added “the double
engine government of BJP has
failed on all fronts and the lead-

ers of ruling party were also
issuing baseless statements on
Manipur.”

Yadav said the motive of
the yatra was to strengthen
backward, Dalit and minority
and also to create awareness
with an objective that INDIA
could gain power at the
Centre in the 2024 parliamen-
tary polls.

The SP leaders claimed
that countdown of the NDA
government has begun and
asserted that BJP-led union
and state governments were
working on anti-people poli-
cies.

SP spokesman Daan
Bahadur said “the yatra has
been taken out on the directives
of party national president and
the first phase of the cycle yatra
will culminate in Lucknow on
November 22. The yatra start-

ed from party’s district head-
quarter at Georgetown also
passed through Balson cross-
ing, Dhobi ghat, Civil Lines,
Subhash Crossing, Nawab
Yusuf Road, High Court and
Dhoomanganj. The yarta has
entered Kaushambi.”
Meanwhile, Samajwadi Party
also organised jan panchayat
on the occasion of August
Kranti across the district.

ARRESTED: The man
who had created ripples in the
police department on
Wednesday with a threatening
call that the Kotwali police sta-
tion will be blown up has been
nabbed and sent to jail.

The arrested person Shiv
Kumar told the police during
interrogation that he had made
the above phone call under the
influence of liquor.

Shiv Kumar is a chaat ven-

dor and lived in Mohtsimganj
with wife and three daughters.
Shiv Kumar had become a vic-
tim of a financial fraud and that
lost lakhs of rupees. He had
lodged a complaint in this
regard at the Kotwali police sta-
tion here. He alleged that as no
action was initiated on his
complaint so he was annoyed
with the Kotwali police. When
he consumed liquor, things
flashed in his mind and he took
the above step to teach a lesson
to the police. 

The bomb disposal squad
and sniffer dogs were pressed
into action but it was found to
be a hoax call.

The caller was identified as
Shiv Kumar from Kulumai vil-
lage of Baraon in Karchhana.
Later his location was found in
Mohtsimganj and Shiv was
arrested.
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The authorities of Uttar
Pradesh Madhyamik

Shiksha Parishad (UPMSP)
released the results of the High
School (class X) improve-
ment/compartment and
Intermediate (class XII) com-
partment examinations. The
results have been uploaded on
the board’s website
upmsp.edu.in The High School
improvement/compartment
and Intermediate compart-
ment exams were conducted in
96 examination centres on July
22. While a total of 18,400 stu-
dents had registered for the
High School improvement/
compartment exams, 16,783
had appeared in the exams. All
the 16,783 students were
declared successful. With this
100 per cent pass percentage
was recorded this year as
against 99.98 per cent in 2022.

Similarly, a total of 26,269
students had registered for
Intermediate improvement/
compartment exams, of which
25,191 appeared in the exams.

However, 23,007 students were
declared successful. The pass
percentage of Sansthagat and
private students stood at 91.33
and 93.86 per cent respective-
ly.

MPVM TO CELEBRATE
‘SWARAJ SAPTAH’ TO
MARK I-DAY: Like every year,
the Maharshi Patanjali Vidya
Mandir  (MPVM) this year
too will celebrate ‘Swaraj
Saptah’ on the theme ‘Raj se
Swaraj’ to mark the 77th
Independence Day. Various
activities will be held for differ-
ent classes — fancy dress for
class 1 on the theme ‘We are
one’, recitation for class II,

short speech for class III and
drawing and painting for class
V will be held while class IV
students will tell specialty of
different states. The class VI
will have the activity, ‘Melodies
of the Nation - patriotic songs’,
class VIII slogan writing, class
VIII chart making, class IX quiz
and class X T-shirt painting and
designing. The students of class
IX will prepare slideshows
based on the theme
‘Brotherhood’, for class XII it
will be speech on the topic
‘Alone I am a hero, together we
are legends’. Through such
activities, students gain knowl-
edge about their country. They

ignite spirit of patriotism and
motivate the students to follow
the ideals set by freedom fight-
ers.

CLASH: Three persons
sustained injuries when sup-
porters of two rival groups of
same community clashed and
involved in firing in Karari area
of Kaushambi. The police have
arrested four persons in this
connection. SP BK Srivastava
said, “Supporters of two rival
camps clashed over an old dis-
pute and left three persons
injured. One of them suffered
serious injury and was taken to
hospital for treatment. Upon
being alerted about the clash
and firing incident, a heavy
police force swung into action
and chased away the miscre-
ants,” he added. The police have
arrested four persons from the
spot and legal action will be ini-
tiated, he said. The SP, mean-
while, claimed that the police
had months back bounded a
group of persons from both the
camps. The bounding money
will also be recovered from
them, he added.
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The body of a girl student
missing since August 6 was

found floating in a pond near
her house late on Wednesday
evening.  The police called the
forensic team and dog squad.
The family members appre-
hended murder after kidnap-
ping. The police said the mat-
ter is being investigated.

According to a report,
Rakesh Kumar Jaiswal does
business under Shankargarh
police station of Yamunanagar.
His daughter Riya Jaiswal (22),
a student of BSC final year, had
gone missing since August 6
night. Her family members
kept searching for her till
August 7. On August 8 morn-
ing, her brother Dinesh Jaiswal
lodged a missing complaint at
the Shankargarh police sta-
tion and on Wednesday her
body was found floating in a
pond outside the village. It is
suspected that she has been
strangled. Doctors have pre-

served her vaginal swab during
the post-mortem.

Rakesh Jaiswal told the
police that Riya’s marriage had
been fixed and the engagement
was on  July 15. Assistant
Police Commissioner Bara
Santlal Saroj said the incident
is suspicious. The matter is
being investigated seriously.
The body has been taken into
possession and sent to the post
mortem house. The dog squad
team and forensic team
inspected the spot and collect-
ed evidence and the matter will
be worked out soon.

ONE HELD FOR
DEMANDING EXTOR-
TION: Mohd Nasrat, close
friend of Umar and Ali, sons of
slain mafia Atiq Ahmed, was
arrested. He was wanted in the
case of kidnapping a builder
Mohd Muslim and demanding
extortion. The police produced
him in the court from where he
was sent to jail. Nasrat a resi-
dent of Chakia area is one of
the six accused, including

Umar and Ali, who were
named in the case filed on April
26 at the Khuldabad police sta-
tion. The police was looking for
him since the case was regis-
tered. He was taken into cus-
tody on Tuesday. After ques-
tioning, he was arrested on
Wednesday and sent to jail. The
remand of three accused,
including Umar and Ali, who
are in jail in this case has also
been approved for 14 days on
Thursday. The third accused is
Atiq’s henchman Asad Kalia.
According to police sources,
the remand of all three has
been approved for which the
warrant had been served in
Naini and Lucknow jail. On the
other hand, the search is on for
two accused Ehtesham Karim
and Ajay.

Mohd Muslim had alleged
that the accused were extorting
money from him for the last 17
years. Since January this year
Atiq’s son Asad had come to his
flat in Lucknow many times
with unknown people and

demanded extortion by abus-
ing and threatening him. At the
flat Asad used to talk to his
jailed brothers Umar and Ali
on his phone. It was also said
that he would have to give his
share in every plot. They gave
him two days time for the
same. After this he sent Rs 1.20
crore to Atiq’s sons through
Asad Kalia.

It was written in the com-
plaint that in 2006 he started
plotting and building construc-
tion. Since then Atiq, Ashraf
and their henchmen started
threatening and demanding
extortion. 

Due to their fear, he went
to Lucknow. But the mafia and
its henchmen continued to
extort money from him. The
builder has also made several
other allegations. It is told that
the accused abducted him from
the way, took him to Atiq's
office in Chakia, tied with a belt
there and hanged on the bal-
cony and threatened to kill
him.
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The body of a shoe trader
was found under mysteri-

ous circumstances in an area
under Dehat Kotwali police sta-
tion on Wednesday. On being
informed in the morning that
a body was lying under a
cement shed near Hanuman
temple  the police reached the
spot. The body was identified
as that of Rishi Khatri of
Kohran Gali, Laldiggi, on the
basis of the Aadhar card found
in his pocket. The police
informed the family. The father
of the deceased, Rakesh Khatri,
lodged a case alleging that a
financier was behind the death.
He apprehended the murder of
his son. Circle Officer (Sadar)

Shailendra Tripathi said the
application of the father of the
deceased had been received
and further action will be taken
only after the getting the post-
mortem  report. 

SEVEN ARRESTED:
With the arrest of seven per-
sons the Jamalpur police bust-
ed an inter-district gang of
gamblers and recovered Rs
1,60,230, one Alto car, 12
motorcycles, five mobile
phones and 52 playing cards.
Giving details to the media at
Police Lines on Wednesday
ASP (City) Srikant Prajapati
said on the direction of
Superintendent of Police
Abhinandan, the Jamalpur
police raided the place on
Tuesday night under the guid-

ance of CO Chunar. The oper-
ation was conducted  under the
supervision of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(ASP/Operation) OP Singh.
As per the police the gamblers
were identified as Raj Kumar
Chaurasiya alias Mangaru of
Jamalpur under same police
station, Sujeet alias Billu of
Sikandarpur under Jamalpur
police station, Pawan Kumar
Singh of Haansipur under
Ahraura police station, Raj
Kumar Patel and Arun Kumar
of Parvatpur village under
Chakia police station,
Chandauli, Vyasji Singh of
Shivpur under Jamalpur police
station and Azad Sonkar of
Haansapur village under
Adalhaat police station. The

ASP said after registering the
case the accused were sent to
jail.

TRIBAL DAY: Chairman
Nagar Palika Parishad (NPP)
Shyam Sundar Keshari while
addressing a rally on the occa-
sion of Tribal Day on
Wednesday said the tribals
have contributed a lot to the
nation which cannot be
ignored at all. He paid tribute
to freedom fighter Birsa
Munda. He said the govern-
ment is keen on overall devel-
opment of tribals. To mark the
day a ‘shobha yatra’ having
tableaux depicting messages
to save environment was taken
out from City Club after pass-
ing through the thoroughfares
of the city concluded at GIC.
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India’s real estate sector
after lying low during
the Covid is now back

with the bang. New projects
are coming up, the work on
sites is going on at rapid
pace and above all there are
investors and buyers willing
to invest in the housing
sector, giving it a new lease
of life.

The real estate sector in
India has witnessed remark-
able growth over the years,
emerging as one of the
country's vital economic
contributors. This dynamic
industry has evolved signif-
icantly, owing to changing
demographics, urbaniza-
tion, and innovative solu-
tions offered by companies
that cater to various stake-
holders. 

Several factors have
fuelled the robust growth of
India's real estate sector.
Urbanization, population
growth, and a rising middle
class have led to increased
demand for residential and
commercial spaces.
Furthermore, the govern-
ment's initiatives such as
"Smart Cities Mission" and
"Housing for All" have pro-
vided impetus to the sector's
expansion, aiming to pro-

vide quality housing and
infrastructure to a growing
urban population.

The companies like
InfraMantra owe their suc-
cess to the fact that there
was lot of gaps and grey
areas in the property mar-
ket, which could not be
easily cross checked, like
genunity of seller, property
details and so on. 

Thus solution providers
started filling those gaps
and also gave valuable sug-
gestions, comparative deals
to their clients that make
them reap better benefits.
Real estate solution
providers like infraMantra
have been instrumental in
making the process of buy-
ing and selling property a
breeze. in India have been
quick to adapt, offering
innovative solutions that
address the diverse needs of
stakeholders. It would be

pertinent to note here that
we had a humble beginning
but were determined to be
a value service to the
Industry. So we set out to
give solutions to not only
the buyers but developers
and other stakeholders to
optimise their resoruces and
returns.

Indeed Real estate com-
panies are leveraging tech-
nology to streamline
processes, enhance trans-
parency, and improve user
experiences. Online proper-
ty portals and mobile apps
have made property search
and transactions more
accessible. 

Virtual property tours,
powered by augmented real-
ity (AR) and virtual reality
(VR), enable potential buy-
ers and investors to explore
properties remotely, saving
time and effort. Companies
are employing data analyt-
ics to gain insights into
market trends, buyer prefer-
ences, and investment
opportunities. This data-
driven approach allows
them to make informed
decisions, optimize proper-
ty pricing, and tailor offer-
ings to meet demand more
effectively.

The rise of startups and
the gig economy has given
birth to a demand for flex-
ible and affordable office
spaces. 

Indeed, RERA has been
the game changer but there
is still scope for improve-
ment, The redressal is still
not uniform throughout the
country and every state has
its own mechanism to deal
with it .  It  should be
addressed asap and the sys-
tem streamlined to make
RERA even more effective”

The introduction of
Real estate investment trusts
(REIT) in India has opened
up new avenues for invest-
ment in the real estate sec-
tor. REITs allow investors to
access the real estate market
without directly owning
properties, promoting liq-
uidity and diversification.
The accessibility of informa-
tion through online plat-
forms, virtual tours, and
data analytics has empow-
ered buyers and investors to
make informed decisions.
This has led to increased
transparency and reduced
information asymmetry.

(The writer is Director
& Co-Founder at

InfraMantra)
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community who came from the neigh-
boring Churachandpur district. Following
the killings, the police alleged that their
team was stopped by the Assam Rifles
unit from conducting a search operation
to trace the suspected attackers. They
alleged that the Assam Rifles, which is
under the operational control of the
Army, used armored vehicles to block
their way. A video of the altercation went
viral the same day. Strange are the ways
in state politics.

CKR Nathan | Ghaziabad
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Sir — It is true that India produces qual-
ity products at affordable prices. The path
to become a global manufacturing phar-
macy in terms of supplying quality drugs
to the world is beset with challenges unless
gaps in the regulatory mechanism of
medicines are plugged on a priority basis.

However, the deaths of 70 children in
Gambia, Uzbekistan, U.S. etc. linked to
Indian-manufactured syrups have put the

Indian pharmacy market under the scan-
ner, especially at a time when India is pro-
moting itself as a global manufacturing hub
for generic medicines.

Moreover, there are glaring loopholes
in the regulatory mechanism when we con-
sider that barely one-fifth, i.e. only 2000
units, have good manufacturing practices
(G.M.P.) certificate out of 8500 units.
Against this backdrop, the Government
recently has asked pharma companies to
obtain G.M.P. certificates over the next 6
to 12 months, including M.S.M.E., in accor-
dance with the standard practices adopt-
ed globally as mandated by W.H.O. This
is a positive move that is likely to ensure
safety, security, and quality manufacturing
in the country as well as to meet global
manufacturing standards. Exemplary
action against the erring companies can
deter others from wrongdoings.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir —Revered columnist Kalyani
Shankarji in her piece 'Crime pays
hefty dividend in politics' (The Pioneer,
August 8) has underscored a bitter pill
to swallow: that the poll aspirants with
the contentious antecedents enjoy them-
selves the very first preference at the
time of the ticket distribution by the
political parties in the fray, thanks to the
latter's winnability perception as they,
equipped with both the inevitables
(read money power and muscle power),
stand higher prospects of electoral suc-
cess against their gentleman rivals.
Ironically, this has become a trend and,
perhaps, no political outfit is an excep-
tion.

Verily speaking, now politics is
anything but a fair play, given that all
political parties share a common raison
d'être, namely the 'attainment of power,
either by hook or by crook'. Hence, this
uncanny longing for power is largely
ubiquitous across all the democracies,
including even the oldest as well as the
largest ones, the USA and India respec-
tively. I concur with the author's view
that an honest and transparent system
needs to be put in place with a view to
furthering democracy in countries like
the US and India, in particular.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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Sir —In an unprecedented move, the
Manipur Police have registered a crimi-
nal case against the Assam Rifles, the old-
est paramilitary force in the country, for
“obstruction of duty” and “criminal
intimidation”. The police have accused
personnel of the 9th battalion of the
Assam Rifles of the “arrogant act” of “giv-
ing a chance to the accused Kuki militants
to escape freely to a safe zone. The FIR
comes in the wake of the August 5 inci-
dent at Kwakta in the Meitei-dominated
Bishnupur area where a father-son duo
and another person were hacked to
death in their sleep by armed miscreants,
suspected to be members of the Kuki
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seeks to conserve biodiversi-
ty on 30% of the planet by
the year 2030. Human inter-
vention has led to unprece-
dented wildlife depletion.
Just over the past 50 years,
we have seen an astonishing
70% decline in the size of
populations of mammals,
birds, fish, reptiles, and
amphibians. The paucity of
specialised veterinary care,
inadequate frontline sup-
port, awareness, and educa-
tion, is another nagging
issue, adding to the pressure
on wildlife health manage-
ment. With a dismally low
growth rate of veterinary
graduates in the country,
there is an immense shortage
in the availability of skilled
veterinary professionals thus
resulting in a poor patient-
doctor ratio. Thus, it is
imperative to augment ani-
mal healthcare services and
work towards developing
quality institutes of veteri-
nary education. We need to
develop state-of-the-art hos-
pitals, ensure the availabili-
ty of emergency care, be it
the forests or highways and
ensure robust animal birth
control & vaccination pro-
grammes across states, espe-
cially for strays and livestock. 

Towards better animal
care delivery, projects like

The Animal Care
Organization (TACO) are
stepping up efforts to improve
wildlife conservation. It
granted a sum of INR 1 crore
to the Forest Department,
Government of Rajasthan for
better surveillance at
Ranthambore National Park.
TACO is an initiative of the
Anil Agarwal Foundation, a
first-of-its-kind animal wel-
fare initiative providing
world-class infrastructure,
veterinary services, training
facilities, and shelter for ani-
mals.

In April 2022, TACO
marked its launch by adopt-
ing Tapobhoomi Gaushala
in Haryana to develop it as a
model animal shelter with
advanced clinical facilities.
Moreover, to address the issue
of the workforce skill gap,
TACO proposes to run an
academy that will offer short-
term courses to veterinarians
and paraprofessionals on ani-
mal healthcare including geri-
atric and palliative care, nutri-
tion, and their well-being.

With a livestock popula-
tion of approximately 535.78
million animals, India needs
huge veterinary infrastructure
to ensure their well-being.
Around 5.02 million stray
cattle require a conducive
animal welfare environment

to diminish human-animal
conflict. India's 35-40 million
stray dogs require scientific
Animal Birth Control pro-
grams, to ensure the quality
of animal and human health.
In essence, we need to build
a compassionate India where
every animal lives with dig-
nity and respect.

Preserving biodiversity is
a key tenet of sustainable
development. Without pro-
tecting animals, we shall not
be able to climb the ladder of
achievement of the UN
Sustainable Development
Goals (UN-SDGs).
Biodiversity preservation
helps us directly address six
of the 17 sustainable develop-
ment goals.

The world is looking up
to India with hope. We are the
world’s fastest-growing major
economy. If we can develop
sustainably and responsibly,
we will set an example for the
world to follow. A country of
our size and diversity, grow-
ing rapidly but responsibly,
will give the world immense
hope. For this, we must
remain acutely aware of our
responsibility to the planet
and to the animals who we
share it with.

(The writer is the Dean
and Head of, Central

University of South Bihar)
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Biodiversity conserva-
tion and animal wel-
fare are fundamental
to our survival on
planet Earth. India

hosts rich biodiversity. Our
nation is home to four of the
world’s 36 biodiversity hotspots
with an abundance of endemic
species of flora and fauna. We
must do all we can to protect this
natural wealth that enables our
existence and underpins
progress and civilization.

India has more than a hun-
dred national parks, and our
government has, over the years,
introduced a plethora of wildlife
protection laws. But more needs
to be done. Corporates and civil
society organizations must step
up and lead concerted efforts
geared at animal welfare. We are
at an inflexion point where the
three most important stake-
holders – governments, compa-
nies and civil society must col-
laborate increasingly, and more
than ever, to contribute to ani-
mal welfare. All these three
stakeholders have specific
strengths that they bring to the
table to complement one anoth-
er. The government brings with
it scale and efficiency of reach.
Companies bring with them
the skill to plan initiatives and
monitor effective rollout. Civil
society organizations bring with
them unmatched local connec-
tions, trust of the people, and
implementational know-how.
They understand the challenges
on the ground and can imple-
ment initiatives on-ground with
alacrity and speed.

We must devise customized
strategic initiatives targeted at
specific locations, so these can
yield the best results in a short
period. Animals need more safe
spaces. Analysis by scientists and
conservationists from various
Indian and international institu-
tions has found that we require
a landscaped approach to safe-
guard nature. Currently, a large
portion of landscapes of
extremely high importance for
nature and human well-being
fall outside the bounds of pro-
tected areas.

India must strive to meet
the 30x30 biodiversity conser-
vation targets. The 30x30 bio-
diversity conservation target
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(The writer is an
Associate Fellow at the

National Maritime
Foundation, New

Delhi. and a Doctoral
Candidate at the

Department of African
Studies, University of

Delhi. Views are
personal)

Russia has, for a long, considered
African nations as critical
actors in its endeavours to
enhance global influence and
reshape the existing highly

divided international order. Through the
recently held second Russia-Africa Forum
Summit in St. Petersburg on 27–28 July
2023, Russia is trying to seize an oppor-
tunity to enhance its geopolitical position.
Moscow is strategically leveraging its
influence in Africa to secure advantageous
access to the continent's abundant natur-
al resources, expand its export markets,
and most importantly garner African
backing for its diplomatic goals both with-
in Africa and on the international stage.
With 54 nations, Africa constitutes the
most substantial voting bloc at the United
Nations. However, when it came to
General Assembly resolutions denounc-
ing Russia's actions in Ukraine, Africa was
the most divided region globally in con-
demning the Russian aggression on
Ukraine. 

Presently, leaders from just 17 African
states are attending high-level talks in St
Petersburg less than half the 43 who went
to the first forum summit in 2019 – which
Kremlin described “as a crude Western
pressure to discourage African nations
from taking part”. On Thursday, Russian
President Putin warmly welcomed African
leaders to strengthen Moscow's position
in a continent that has grown significant-
ly crucial to Russia's geopolitical aspira-
tions. Putin has emphasized the signifi-
cance of the two-day summit, as a pivotal
event aimed at reinforcing connections
with the assertive and influential continent
of 1.3 billion people on the global stage.
Moscow's main objective is to demon-
strate its capabilities and prove a point and
showcase that Russia can effectively nav-
igate the isolation attempts made by sev-
eral Western nations. 

African states on the other hand are
aiming to assert themselves as influential
bloc instead of becoming entangled in yet
another proxy conflict between Russia and
the United States. Their objective is to
diversify their economic and political part-
nerships strategically, seeking tangible out-
comes beyond superficial promises.
Analysts note that African leaders, con-
stituting the largest bloc at the UN
General Assembly, are well aware of their
rising geostrategic significance amid the
escalating competition between Russia
and the United States on various fronts.

This awareness prompts them to
adopt a cautious and strategic approach
in their dealings with both global powers.
During the St. Petersburg summit, African
leaders are anticipated to adopt a more
proactive approach in their diplomatic
endeavours to address the conflict in
Ukraine. The war is perceived by many on
the continent as an internal European
matter, but its far-reaching consequences,
including impacts on African countries,
have become evident. Given the severe
food crisis affecting Africa, the leaders aim
to be assertive at the forum in an attempt
to broker a deal with Russia. This
assertiveness stems from the urgent need
for a resolution that can mitigate the
spillover effects of the Russia-Ukraine war
and alleviate the food crisis in Africa.
However, it's important to note that
African mediators' previous attempts to
intervene were largely inconsequential and
did not yield any positive results. 

The recent withdrawal of Russia from

the international grain deal has
caused concern for food security
in Africa, and it is expected to be
a prominent topic of discussion at
the second Russia-Africa Summit
in St. Petersburg. The deal, facili-
tated by the United Nations and
Turkey, was crucial in enabling the
safe passage of agricultural goods
through Ukraine's ports in the
Black Sea amid the ongoing con-
flict with Russia. Though most of
the exported grain did not reach
the world's poorest nations, it
helped stabilize food prices, reduc-
ing them by over 20 per cent, as
reported by the UNCTAD.
Whereas, Russia's decision to with-
draw from the agreement was
justified by claiming that the con-
ditions for extending the Black Sea
Grain Initiative had been disre-
garded. Subsequently, Russia
launched attacks on port infra-
structure and grain depots in the
south of Ukraine. 

African leaders, while deeply
affected by the decision, have
largely refrained from comment-
ing on the matter. In response to
the criticism, President Putin
blamed the West for failing to
deliver grain to the world's poor-
est and assured African nations
that Russia could provide grain
"free of charge" due to an anticipat-
ed record harvest this year.
However, the withdrawal from
the treaty has been seen as a
betrayal — as Korir Sing’Oei,
Kenya’s principal secretary for for-
eign affairs, called Putin’s decision
“a stab on the back” — leaving the
African continent vulnerable to
food shortages and underscoring
the significance of finding viable

solutions to address the food secu-
rity challenges faced by African
nations.

Russia and Africa are prioritiz-
ing the advancement of their rela-
tionship, with a special focus on
supporting the independent devel-
opment of African countries. 

The aim is to ensure fair access
to vital resources like food, fertil-
izers, modern technologies, and
energy, with the ultimate goal of
building a prosperous future
through robust collaboration and
shared growth opportunities. The
recently adopted St. Petersburg
Declaration by both Russian and
African leaders underscores their
strong dedication to nurturing a
mutually beneficial partnership
and exploring new avenues for
cooperation. This declaration out-
lines strategic areas for the long-
term development of Russia's col-
laboration with African nations.
One of the central objectives
emphasized in the declaration is
the shared commitment to estab-
lishing a fair and democratic mul-
tipolar world order based on uni-
versally recognized principles of
international law and the UN
Charter. Both Russia and African
states are determined to counter
neocolonialism, illegitimate sanc-
tions, and any attempts to under-
mine traditional moral values.
The engagement between Russia
and Africa aims to create a future
marked by prosperity, driven by
close collaboration and shared
growth opportunities.

According to Western ana-
lysts, Russia's engagement with
Africa appears to be symbolic
rather than substantive. While

Moscow aims to demonstrate its
continued global importance to
African leaders and counter the
perception of being a pariah, it has
not translated its growing geopo-
litical ambitions into significant
investments in Africa. Despite the
pledges made at the first Russia-
Africa Summit in 2019 to double
trade with African countries to
$40 billion in five years, the actu-
al trade volume between the two
sides has remained stagnant at
around $18 billion. Moreover,
Africa imports nearly eight times
more from Russia compared to
what Russia buys from the conti-
nent. Russia only accounts for a
mere one per cent of foreign
direct investment that flows into
Africa. 

Furthermore, during the St.
Petersburg summit, great empha-
sis was paid to the narrative of
Russia and Africa facing a shared
struggle against new forms of
colonialism imposed by the West.
This narrative aligns with the
Kremlin's strategy to rally support
in Africa behind its actions in
Ukraine. Therefore, if there is any
political lesson to be drawn from
the Russia-Africa Forum Summit,
it is that Russia's pursuit of Africa
has intensified. Now more than
ever, Africa is emphasized as the
"bedrock of the foundations of
Russia's foreign policy" to garner
support from developing coun-
tries. This coalition-building strat-
egy is not solely based on econom-
ic incentives but also relies on indi-
rect, implicit, and sophisticated
efforts to gain the favour and sup-
port of both current and future
African elites.
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Before I go any further let
me explain a few relevant
terms. These are ‘prarab-

dha’ (accumulated past deeds
– Karmaphalas), ‘kriyamana’
(what we do in the present,
‘svabhava’ (our nature), ‘daiva’
(divine authorities) and free
will. The first one is what we
bring from our past lives in
terms of deeds by our bodies,
minds and words, which have
not come to fruition so far.
These are both good and bad.
Kriyamana is what we do in
the present life, again with
bodies, minds and words. The
third is svabhava; we are pro-
grammed in certain ways
depending upon what we
deserve. For example, a person
is greedy by nature; he or she
helplessly succumbs to greed
in his or her life. In the
Bhagavad-Geeta, Lord Krishna

has let us know that our nature
is what we are. (The Bhagavad-
Geeta 17.3) The last term is
daiva referred to by the Lord
in verse # 18.14, in which it is
mentioned that daiva is the
controlling factor. We may do
what we can, but the deciding
factor is daiva only.

Let me take up svabhava
again. Have you seen how tarot
cards tell a whole lot about
you? The cards are spread, and
which card do you choose?
You helplessly pick up the one
which relates to you. Why do
you do so when there are so
many choices? Because you are
programmed to pick that only.
Our svabhava is that domi-
nant. Free will is also more or
less dictated to by our svabha-
va. Then, we cannot desire or
decide independently. The
answer is: yes, except if we

choose to turn to God, take
His shelter, etc. Then, the
question arises as to why we
have been made so helpless
except for a little opening left
vis-à-vis God. The answer is
obvious. The creation must go
on for millions of years. No
probability can be left of some-
thing happening by chance.
And in case we turn to God,
He controls our actions. Divine
authorities work under the
superintendence of God (9.10);
they enforce the karmaphala
principle without any bias.

So are we stuck in a robot-
ic way programmed to act in
certain ways throughout our
lives getting both good and
bad results already predicted?
The answer is both yes and no.
There is just a little opening in
both our free will and svabha-
va. This has to be used to turn

to God and seek His help
because God and God alone
can do something about what
has already transpired, i.e. our
‘karmas’ both good and bad.
Divine authorities systemati-
cally reward and punish, and
life goes on almost mechani-
cally. But if we turn to God, lots
can change. Both our svabha-
va and karmaphalas can

change in substantial ways.
Svabhava changes slowly but
surely by actively associating
with God. There are multiple
ways of doing that beginning
with praying to Him, chanti-
ng His names, having ‘darshan’,
doing namaskar, etc. Every
such act gets registered for
future rewards like perfect
guidance, timely help, peace of

mind, real ‘sukha’, being
appointed ‘nimitta’ (instru-
ment) of God – a very privi-
leged position, etc. God helps
in negotiating with our bad
karmaphalas such that we
come out of them safe and
sound. By the way, all these are
foreseen by divine authorities
and factored into our lives.
Very fortunate souls take shel-
ter from God.

The next question is: why
don’t we take shelter from
God when that is the only real
opening for a positive change
in our lives? Yes, there is a
general awareness that there
is an entity like God. However,
most don’t do something
about it except try to convince
selves that there cannot be
anything like God. They are
right in a way because God is
incomprehensible; He truly is.

But God can be experienced.
Yes, He can be as millions
have done in the past and the
present, myself included. God
is so close to us that it is hard
to believe. God gets involved
in our lives as soon as we turn
to Him, but you have to turn
to Him to get started. God will
not initiate action because that
will violate our free will, God
being all-powerful. You have
to and God has made this
shelter-taking very simple
and easy. What is so difficult
about taking God’s name or
having a darshan of Deity in
a temple or doing namaskar
to a photo of God or thinking
actively about Him or praying
to Him, etc? All these are true
but only the most fortunate
souls will turn to God. You
can tell who a blessed soul is.
Are you?
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(The writer is a spiritual
teacher)
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Thousands of Hawaii resi-
dents raced to escape

homes on Maui as blazes swept
across the island, destroying
parts of a centuries-old town
and killing at least 36 people in
one of the deadliest US wild-
fires in recent years.

The fire took the island by
surprise, leaving behind
burned-out cars on once busy
streets and smoking piles of
rubble where historic buildings
had stood in Lahaina Town,
which dates to the 1700s and
has long been a favourite des-
tination for tourists. Crews
battled blazes in several places
on the island Wednesday, and
the flames forced some adults
and children to flee into the
ocean.

At least 36 people have
died, according to a statement
from Maui County late
Wednesday that said no other
details were available. Officials
said earlier that 271 struc-
tures were damaged or
destroyed and dozens of peo-
ple injured. The 2018 Camp

Fire in California killed at
least 85 people, destroyed near-
ly 19,000 homes, businesses
and other buildings, and virtu-
ally razed the town of Paradise.

Lahaina residents Kamuela
Kawaakoa and Iiulia Yasso
described a harrowing escape
under smoke-filled skies
Tuesday afternoon. The couple

and their 6-year-old son got
back to their apartment after a
quick dash to the supermarket
for water, and only had time to
grab a change of clothes and
run as the bushes around them
caught fire.

“We barely made it out,”
Kawaakoa said at an evacua-
tion shelter on Wednesday,

still unsure if anything was left
of their apartment.

As the family fled, a senior
centre across the road erupted
in flames. They called 911, but
didn’t know if the people got
out. As they drove away,
downed utility poles and oth-
ers fleeing in cars slowed their
progress.

Kawaakoa, 34, grew up in
the apartment building, called
Lahaina Surf, where his dad
and grandmother also lived.

“It was so hard to sit there
and just watch my town burn
to ashes and not be able to do
anything,” Kawaakoa said. “I
was helpless.”

Maui County Mayor
Richard Bissen Jr said the
island had “been tested like
never before in our lifetime”.

“We are grieving with each
other during this inconsolable
time,” he said in a recorded
statement. “In the days ahead,
we will be stronger as a
kaiaulu,’ or community, as we
rebuild with resilience and
aloha.”

As the fires rages, tourists
were advised to stay away.

About 11,000 visitors flew out
of Maui on Wednesday, with at
least another 1,500 expected to
leave Thursday, according to
Ed Sniffen, state transportation
director. Officials prepared the
Hawaii Convention Centre in
Honolulu to take in the thou-
sands who have been dis-
placed.

The fires were whipped by
strong winds from Hurricane
Dora passing far to the south.
It’s the latest in a series of dis-
asters caused by extreme
weather around the globe this
summer. Experts say climate
change is increasing the like-
lihood of such events.

Fires in Hawaii are unlike
many of those burning in the
US West. They tend to break
out in large grasslands on the
dry sides of the islands and are
generally much smaller than
mainland fires. A major fire on
the Big Island in 2021 burned
homes and forced thousands to
evacuate.

As winds eased somewhat
on Maui, some flights resumed
Wednesday, allowing pilots to
view the full scope of the dev-

astation. Aerial video from
Lahaina showed dozens of
homes and businesses razed,
including on Front Street,
where tourists once gathered to
shop and dine. Smoking heaps
of rubble lay piled high next to
the waterfront, boats in the
harbour were scorched, and
gray smoke hovered over the
leafless skeletons of charred
trees.

“It’s horrifying. I’ve flown
here 52 years and I’ve never
seen anything come close to
that,” said Richard Olsten, a
helicopter pilot for a tour com-
pany. “We had tears in our
eyes.”

About 14,500 customers in
Maui were without power early
Wednesday. With cell service
and phone lines down in some
areas, many people were strug-
gling to check in with friends
and family members living
near the wildfires. Some were
posting messages on social
media.

Tiare Lawrence was fran-
tically trying to reach her sib-
lings who live near where a gas
station exploded in Lahaina.

“There’s no service, so we
can’t get ahold of anyone,” she
said from the Maui communi-
ty of Pukalani.

Maj Gen Kenneth Hara,
from the Hawaii State
Department of Defence, told
reporters Wednesday night
that officials were working to
get communications restored,
to distribute water, and possi-
bly adding law enforcement
personnel. He said National
Guard helicopters had dropped
150,000 gallons of water on the
Maui fires.

The Coast Guard said it
rescued 14 people who jumped
into the water to escape flames
and smoke, including two chil-
dren. Among those injured
were three people with critical
burns who were flown to
Oahu, officials said.

Bissen, the Maui County
mayor, said at a Wednesday
morning news conference that
officials hadn’t yet begun inves-
tigating the immediate cause of
the fires, but officials did point
to the combination of dry
conditions, low humidity and
high winds.
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Hong Kong (AP): Hong Kong
police on Thursday arrested 10
people on suspicion of endan-
gering national security
through their alleged involve-
ment with a now-defunct fund
that aimed to help people
arrested in 2019 pro-democra-
cy protests, escalating a crack-
down on dissidents in the
semi-autonomous Chinese city.

The four men and six
women are suspected of con-
spiring to collude with the 612
Humanitarian Relief Fund to
receive overseas donations and
provide financial support to
people who fled Hong Kong or
organisations that called for
sanctions against the city, police
said. A police statement did not
identify the suspects or those
alleged to be supported by
them.The arrests further inten-
sified the Hong Kong govern-
ment’s crackdown on dissi-
dents after the 2019 protests.
More than 260 people have
been arrested under a Beijing-
imposed national security law,
including many of the city’s
leading pro-democracy
activists.

Last year, the fund’s former
trustees including Roman
Catholic Cardinal Joseph Zen,
singer Denise Ho and former
pro-democracy lawmaker
Margaret Ng were arrested
under the tough law. Zen’s
arrest at that time sent shock-
waves through the Catholic
community.

While they have not yet
been charged with national
security-related charges, they
were fined in a separate case in
November for failing to regis-
ter the fund, which ceased
operation in 2021.

Police have stepped up
their campaign to target eight
overseas-based Hong Kong
activists, including former pro-
democracy lawmakers Nathan
Law, Ted Hui and Dennis
Kwok. They accuse the eight of
violating the national security
law and have offered rewards of
1 million Hong Kong dollars
($127,600) for information
leading to each of their arrests.
The bounties are the first under
the law, and the authorities’
move drew criticism from
Western governments. Families
of some of the activists have
since been questioned by
police. Authorities also arrested
former members of Demosisto
- a now-defunct political party
co-founded by Law - on suspi-
cion of supporting overseas
activists who allegedly endan-
gered national security.
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The gang-driven violence
afflicting Ecuador over the

last two years reached an
unprecedented level when a
presidential candidate known
for speaking up against drug
cartels and corruption was shot
and killed at a political rally in
the South American country’s
capital. The assassination of
Fernando Villavicencio in
Quito happened Wednesday,
less than two weeks before a
special presidential election.

He was not a frontrunner,
but his killing, which Fernando
Villavicencio suggested could
be linked to organised crime,
furthered a crisis that has
already claimed thousands of
lives and underscored the deep
challenge that the country’s
next leader will face.

Lasso declared three days
of national mourning and a
state of emergency that involves
additional military personnel
deployed throughout the coun-
try.

“Given the loss of a demo-
crat and a fighter, the elections
are not suspended; on the con-
trary, they have to be held, and
democracy has to be strength-
ened,” Lasso said Thursday.

In his final speech before
he was killed, Villavicencio, 59,
promised a roaring crowd that
he would root out corruption
and lock up the country’s

“thieves.” The attorney gener-
al’s office of Ecuador said one
suspect died in custody from
wounds sustained in a firefight
after the politician’s assassina-
tion.

Various operations carried
out in different sectors of Quito
resulted in six arrests.

Villavicencio had reported
receiving multiple death
threats, including from affiliates
of Mexico’s Sinaloa cartel, one
of a slew of international organ-
ised crime groups that now
operate in Ecuador. He said his
campaign represented a threat
to such groups.

“Here I am showing my
face. I’m not scared of them,”
Villavicencio said in a state-
ment before his death, naming
detained crime boss José
Adolfo Macías by his alias
“Fito.”

Villavicencio, one of eight
candidates running for presi-

dent, was the candidate of the
Build Ecuador Movement.

As drug traffickers have
begun to use the country’s
coastal ports, Ecuadorians have
reeled from violence not seen
for decades.

The sounds of gunfire ring
in many major cities as rival
gangs battle for control, and
gangs have recruited children.

Just last month, the mayor
of the port city of Manta was
shot and killed. On July 26,
Lasso declared a state of emer-
gency covering two provinces
and the country’s prison system
in an effort to stem the vio-
lence.

People waiting for buses
Thursday morning in
Guayaquil, a port city south of
Quito that has been the epicen-
ter of gang violence, expressed
shock over the killing of
Villavicencio.

“It shows that the violence
in the country is increasing,”
pharmacist Leidy Aguirre, 28,
said. “Politicians supposedly
have more security than citi-
zens and this shows that not
even they are safe.”

Former vice president Otto
Sonnenholzner, who also is
seeking the presidency, said at
a news conference following
Wednesday’s killing, “We are
dying, drowning in a sea of
tears and we do not deserve to
live like this. We demand that
you do something.”
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President Joe Biden signed
an executive order

Wednesday to block and reg-
ulate high-tech US-based
investments going toward
China — a move the admin-
istration said was targeted but
it also reflected an intensifying
competition between the
world’s two biggest powers. The
order covers advanced com-
puter chips, micro electronics,
quantum information tech-
nologies and artificial intelli-
gence. Senior administration
officials said that the effort
stemmed from national secu-
rity goals rather than eco-
nomic interests, and that the
categories it covered were
intentionally narrow in scope.
The order seeks to blunt
China’s ability to use U.S.
investments in its technology
companies to upgrade its mil-
itary while also preserving
broader levels of trade that are
vital for both nations’
economies. The Chinese
Ministry of Commerce
responded in a statement early
Thursday that it has “serious
concern” about the order .”
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Ukrainian authorities ordered
a mandatory evacuation

Thursday of nearly 12,000 civil-
ians from 37 towns and villages
in the eastern Kharkiv region,
where Russian forces reported-
ly are making a concerted effort
to punch through the front line.
The local military administra-
tion in Kharkiv’s Kupiansk dis-
trict said residents must comply
with the evacuation order or
sign a document saying they
would stay at their own risk.
Ukrainian Deputy Defence
Minister Hanna Maliar had said
the previous day that “the inten-
sity of combat and enemy
shelling is high” in the area.

The city of Kupiansk and the
territories around it were under
Russian occupation unti l
September 2022, when
Ukrainian forces conducted a

rapid offensive operation that
dislodged the Kremlin’s forces
from nearly the entire Kharkiv
region. 

The retaking of those areas
strengthened Ukraine’s argu-
ments that its troops could
deliver more stinging defeats to
Russia with additional arma-
ment deliveries, which its
Western allies duly provided.
But as Ukraine has pursued a
slow-moving counteroffensive
in recent weeks, Russian forces
have struck back in some areas.
Maliar said Russia “has formed
an offensive group and is
attempting to move forward” in
the area in an effort to advance
on the Ukrainian-held city of
Kupiansk, an important rail
junction.It was not possible to
independently verify either side’s
batt lef ield claims. Earlier
Thursday, Russian air defence

systems on Thursday shot down
two drones heading toward
Moscow for a second straight
day, officials said.

The reported attack disrupt-
ed flights at two international
airports as Ukraine appeared to
step up its assault on Russian
soil.One drone was downed in
the Kaluga region southwest of
Moscow and another near a
major Moscow ring road,
according to Moscow Mayor
Sergey Sobyanin and the Russian
Defense Ministry, which blamed
the attack on Ukraine.

No casualties or damage
were immediately reported.

Domodedovo airport, south
of the city, halted flights for more
than two hours and Vnukovo
airport, southwest of the city,
stopped flights for more than
two and a half hours, according
to Russian news agencies.
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The US and its European allies are importing
vast amounts of nuclear fuel and compounds

from Russia, providing Moscow with hundreds of
millions of dollars in badly needed revenue as it
wages war on Ukraine.The sales, which are legal
and unsanctioned, have raised alarms from non-
proliferation experts and elected officials who say
the imports are helping to bankroll the develop-
ment of Moscow’s nuclear arsenal and are com-
plicating efforts to curtail Russia’s war-making abil-
ities.The dependence on Russian nuclear products
— used mostly to fuel civilian reactors — leaves
the U.S. and its allies open to energy shortages if
Russian President Vladimir Putin were to cut off
supplies. The challenge is likely to grow more
intense as those nations seek to boost production
of emissions-free electricity to combat climate
change.“We have to give money to the people who
make weapons? That’s absurd,” said Henry
Sokolski, executive director of the Washington-
based Nonproliferation Policy Education Center.
“If there isn’t a clear rule that prevents nuclear

power providers from importing fuel from Russia
— and it’s cheaper to get it from there — why
wouldn’t they do it?”

Russia sold about USD 1.7 billion in nuclear
products to firms in the U.S. and Europe, accord-
ing to trade data and experts. The purchases
occurred as the West has leveled stiff sanctions on
Moscow over its 2022 invasion of Ukraine, block-
ing imports of such Russian staples as oil, gas, vodka
and caviar. 

The West has been reluctant to target Russia’s
nuclear exports, however, because they play key
roles in keeping reactors humming. Russia sup-
plied the US nuclear industry with about 12 per
cent of its uranium last year, according to the U.S.
Energy Information Administration. Europe
reported getting about 17 per cent of its uranium
in 2022 from Russia. Reliance on nuclear power
is expected to grow as nations embrace alterna-
tives to fossil fuels. Nuclear power plants produce
no emissions, though experts warn that nuclear
energy comes with the risk of reactor meltdowns
and the challenge of how to safely store radioac-
tive waste.
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West African heads of state
began meeting Thursday

on next steps after Niger’s mil-
itary junta defied their deadline
to reinstate the nation’s deposed
president, but analysts say the
bloc known as ECOWAS may
be running out of options as
support fades for a military
intervention.

Nine of the 11 heads of state
expected to attend resumed
crucial talks at the ECOWAS
summit in neighbouring
Nigeria.

They include the presidents
of Senegal, Ghana, Ivory Coast,
Togo, Benin, Guinea-Bissau and
Sierra Leone. The non-ECOW-
AS leaders of Mauritania and
Burundi are also at the closed-
door meeting. As Niger’s junta
turns away most efforts at medi-
ation, one analyst asserted that
Russian meddling in the coun-
try has spiked in the two weeks
since mutinous soldiers over-
threw democratically elected
President Mohamed Bazoum,
who has refused to step down
and is under house arrest.

The junta announced a new
government on Wednesday
night. More than half of the 21
positions were filled by civilians.
The rest were military appoint-
ments. Niger was seen as the last
country in the Sahel region
south of the Sahara Desert that
Western nations could partner
with to counter jihadi violence
linked to al-Qaeda and the
Islamic State group that has
killed thousands and displaced
millions of people.

The international commu-
nity is scrambling to find a
peaceful solution to the country’s
leadership crisis.

“Let me tell you, any coup
that has succeeded beyond 24
hours has come to stay. So, as it
is, they are speaking from the
point of strength and advantage,”
Oladeinde Ariyo, a security ana-
lyst in neighbouring Nigeria,
said. “So, negotiating with them
will have to be on their terms.”

Nigerian President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu is leading the
ECOWAS push. On Wednesday,

a Nigerian delegation led by the
Emir of Kano, Khalifa
Muhammad Sanusi, met the
junta’s leader, Gen.
Abdourahmane Tchiani. The
emir was one of few people
allowed to meet Tchiani. Acting
US Deputy Secretary of State
Victoria Nuland met with the
coup leaders earlier this week
but was denied access to both
Tchiani and Bazoum. A separate
delegation comprised of
ECOWAS, the United Nations
and the African Union was
barred from coming at all.

West Africa’s regional bloc
has failed to stem past coups
throughout the region. Niger is
the fourth country in the 15-
member state bloc to have expe-
rienced a coup in the last three
years. The bloc imposed harsh
economic and travel sanctions
and threatened to use military
force if Bazoum was not reinstat-
ed by Sunday, a deadline the
junta ignored. There is no indi-
cation the coup leaders are will-
ing to budge on reinstating
Bazoum, who says he is being
held hostage in his residence
with his wife and son.

An advisor to Bazoum who
was not authorised to speak
about the situation due to the
sensitivity of it told The
Associated Press on Wednesday
that the family is without water
and electricity and subsisting on
rice and canned goods because
food is running out.

UN deputy spokesman
Farhan Haq said he was very
concerned about reports of the
“deplorable living conditions”
Bazoum and his family were in
and called for the president’s
immediate release.

But as the junta becomes
more entrenched, the options for
negotiations are becoming lim-
ited, said Andrew Lebovich, a
research fellow with the
Clingendael Institute. “It’s very
difficult to say what might come
out of it, but the fact that the ini-
tial deadline passed without
intervention and that the (junta)
has continued to hold a fairly
firm line, indicate that they
think they can outlast this pres-
sure,” he said.
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Kuala Lumpur (AP):
Malaysia’s government said
Thursday that all Swatch prod-
ucts that contain lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender or queer
elements — including watch-
es, wrappers and boxes —
were banned, warning that
anyone found with one could
be jailed for up to three years.

The ban has been pub-
lished in the Federal Gazette
— which makes it official —
as part of a printing law that
includes distribution and pos-
session, citing concerns that
such products were detrimen-
tal to the nation’s morality.
Malaysia, which is predomi-
nantly Muslim, already crim-
inalizes same-sex relation-
ships, with punishments rang-
ing from caning under Islamic
laws to 20 years in prison for
sodomy under colonial-era
civil laws.  In May, authorities
raided Swatch stores and con-
fiscated more than 160 watch-
es from its Pride Collection.
Some of the watches have
rainbow colours while others
are in a choice of six single
colours that correlate to the
gay pride flag, with two rain-
bow loops on their straps.

Swatch contested allega-
tions that the watches were
harmful, saying they carried a
message of peace and love. The
Swiss watchmaking company
has sued the government for
damages and for the return of
the watches. The Home
Ministry statement said the
products are “detrimental, or
possibly detrimental, to moral-
ity, public interest and nation-
al interest by promoting, sup-
porting and normalising the
LGBTQ movement which is
not accepted by the general
public”. Anyone found in pos-
session of such Swatch prod-
ucts face up to three years in
jail or a fine of up to 20,000
ringgit ($4,375), it warned.

In July, the government
cut short a music festival in
Kuala Lumpur after the lead
singer of British band The
1975 kissed a male bandmate
during their performance in
protest of the country’s anti-
gay laws.
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Pakistan’s outgoing Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on

Thursday said if the news report
by an American publication
claiming to contain the evi-
dence of a US conspiracy to top-
ple Imran Khan’s government
last year is true, then it was tan-
tamount to a “massive crime”
and “would have been a moment
of shame”. Sharif was referring to
a report published in The
Intercept, an online US-based
news organisation, which
claimed to have obtained the
“secret” diplomatic cable that,
according to former prime min-
ister Khan, led to the fall of his
government in April last year.

Khan, 70, is currently serv-
ing a three-year jail term after he
was sentenced by a court in a
corruption case last week.

The purported cipher
(secret diplomatic cable) con-
tained an account of a meeting
between US State Department
officials, including Assistant
Secretary of State for the Bureau
of South and Central Asian
Affairs Donald Lu, and Pakistani
envoy Asad Majeed Khan. In an
interview with WE News, Sharif
said, “If god forbid this govern-
ment had come from a US con-
spiracy, then it would have been
a moment of shame for us.” “If
the contents of the cipher are
published (in the international
newspaper), and are true, then
it is a massive crime,” Sharif, who
recommended the dissolution of
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Pakistan President Arif Alvi
formally dissolved the

National Assembly three days
ahead of its mandated period
following which outgoing
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
held formal consultations with
the Leader of the Opposition
on Thursday over the nomina-
tion for a caretaker premier to
conduct the general elections
later this year.

Sharif will continue to per-
form his duties as the premier
until the appointment of a
caretaker prime minister.

A notification issued by
the Presidential Palace on
Wednesday late night said the
National Assembly was dis-
solved under Article 58 of the
Constitution.

According to Article 58, if
the President fails to dissolve
the assembly within 48 hours
after the Prime Minister has
recommended so, the assem-
bly automatically stands dis-
solved. “The Prime Minister’s
advice at para 6 of the summa-
ry is approved,” President Alvi
said in a statement.

“President Dr Arif Alvi
dissolved the National
Assembly. The President dis-
solved the National Assembly
on the advice of the Prime
Minister under Article 58-1 of
the Constitution,” his office
posted on social media plat-
form X, formerly known as
Twitter. 

On Thursday, Sharif held
a formal round of consultation
with the Leader of the
Opposition in the National
Assembly Raja Riaz over the
nomination for the caretaker
premier at the Prime Minister’s
House. They have three days as
per the Constitution to finalise
a name for the caretaker prime
minister. When asked about
any names from his side for
nomination, Riaz said, “I bear
three names in mind.”

According to local media
reports, three names have been
proposed, including two nom-

inations — former diplomat
Jalil Abbas Jilani and former
chief justice of Pakistan
Tassaduq Hussain Jilani —
sent by the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and Sindh
Governor Kamran Tessori, by
Muttahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan (MQM-P), Geo TV
reported. However, there’s no
public announcement by the
Pakistan Mulsim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) on the issue,
it added.

Riaz, a dissident leader of
PTI, is considered close to
PML-N and PPP and is expect-
ed not to make a show and
support the government can-
didate. But if the prime min-
ister and opposition leader
fail to agree on a name, the
matter would be referred to a
committee formed by the NA
Speaker that is supposed to
finalise a name for the interim
premier within three days.

If it too fails to reach a con-
sensus on the name, then the

Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) will pick the
caretaker prime minister with-
in two days from the names
proposed by the opposition
and the government.

The move to dissolve the
NA came as former premier
Imran Khan is fighting to
overturn a corruption con-
viction.

Khan, 70, was sentenced to
three years in prison by an
Islamabad trial court on
Saturday in the Toshakhana
corruption case for unlawful-
ly selling state gifts during his
tenure as prime minister from
2018 to 2022. He was subse-
quently arrested by the Punjab
police from his residence in
Lahore. Khan, who is cur-
rently lodged in the Attock Jail,
appealed his conviction and
the three-year prison sentence
in the case by filing a plea
through his lawyers at the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
on Tuesday.
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Islamabad (PTI): Jailed for-
mer Pakistan prime minister
Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party is
observing Thursday as
“Thanksgiving and Salvation
Day” as the 16-month tenure
of the ruling Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM) government ended.

President Arif Alvi dis-
solved the National Assembly
on Wednesday night on the
recommendation of outgoing
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
marking an end to the current
government’s tenure three days
ahead of its mandated period.

Sharif will continue to
perform his duties as the pre-
mier until the appointment of
a caretaker prime minister.

The notification for the
dissolution of the assembly
issued by the Presidential
Palace said the National
Assembly was dissolved under
Article 58 of the Constitution.

With the National
Assembly dissolved, former

prime minister Khan’s party
PTI announced on Wednesday
that it will observe August 10
(Thursday) as “Thanksgiving
and Salvation Day”, Geo News
reported. In a statement issued
on Wednesday, the PTI core
committee decided to com-
memorate the day, as the 16-
month tenure of the Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM) government will end
tonight. The PDM alliance
replaced the government of
Khan in April last year.

The PTI has decid-
ed to put forth a detailed
analysis of the “devastation”
caused by the PDM-led
incompetent government
before the nation, read the
statement. The former ruling
party will inform the masses
about censorship of media
and repression against journal-
ists, it added. Details related to
skyrocketing inflation and eco-
nomic disaster will also be
brought before the nation, the
statement said.
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North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un ordered his mil-

itary to sharpen its war plans
and signed off on expanding
combat operations of frontline
units,  state media said
Thursday, as the United States
and South Korea prepare for
a large-scale combined mili-
tary exercise.

Condemning the allies’
expanding drills as invasion
rehearsals, Kim has used them
as a pretext to further accel-
erate his weapons demon-
strations, which have includ-
ed the testing-firings of more
than 100 missiles since the
start of 2022, driving ten-
sions on the Korean Peninsula
to their highest point in years.

Experts say Kim’s nuclear
push is aimed at forcing the
United States to accept the
idea of the North as a nuclear
power so he can eventually
negotiate economic and secu-
rity concessions from a posi-
tion of strength.

Thursday’s meeting of the
North Korean ruling Workers’
Party’s central military com-
mission, which Kim controls
as chairman, was to discuss
advancing his military’s war
readiness and establishing
offensive countermeasure
plans to deter his adversaries,

which state media said were
getting more blatant in their
“reckless military confronta-
tion” with the North.

After talks of boosting
North Korean frontline units
and stepping up war drills to
incorporate new strategies
and weapons, Kim signed an
order to implement unspeci-
fied “important military mea-
sures,” Pyongyang’s official
Korean Central News Agency
said. During the meeting,
Kim stressed that the military
must acquire “more powerful
strike means” to bolster his
nuclear deterrent and make
speedier deployments of those
weapons to combat units. He
called for the country’s muni-
tions industry to step up mass
production of various
weapons and systems, and for
the military to actively con-
duct “actual war drills” to
digest those systems and
enhance its war-fighting capa-
bilities, KCNA said.

Photos of the meeting
published by state media
showed Kim pointing to spots
in a blurred map of the Korean
Peninsula. The spots appeared
to be the metropolitan region
surrounding the South Korean
capital of Seoul, where half of
the country’s 51 million peo-
ple live, and an area around
the central city of Daejeon, the

location of South Korea’s army
headquarters.Kim also made
personnel changes during the
meeting, appointing Vice
Marshal Ri Yong Gil as his new
chief of general staff to replace
Gen. Pak Su Il, KCNA said.
When asked about Kim’s com-
ments,  Lee Sung Joon,
spokesperson of South Korea’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said dur-
ing a briefing that the U.S. and
South Korean intelligence
authorities were closely mon-
itoring North Korean weapons
development activities and
possibilities of provocations.
He did not discuss it further.

Kim’s comments during
the meeting echoed what he
said last week during a three-
day tour of the country’s key
weapons factories, including a
facility that produces launch-
er trucks for his interconti-
nental  ball istic missi les
designed to target the U.S.
mainland, and called for sig-
nificant improvements to the
country’s arms and war readi-
ness. Kim’s visits also includ-
ed an artillery factory that
deepened outside concerns
that North Korea was prepar-
ing to export artillery and
other arms supplies to Russia
as President Vladimir Putin
reaches out to other countries
for support in the war in
Ukraine.

&���������
��������������
����
���"���
�����-"�"��0$������
�

��������	�����	�
�"����������	��������

1�!��$�����	������
�����������������
��������������	�

Pakistan’s National Assembly
on Wednesday night, added.
The outgoing prime minister
said two meetings of the
National Security Committee
were held on the cipher issue
under his leadership. In one of
the meetings, former ambas-
sador and Foreign Secretary
Asad Majeed clearly stated
that there was no discussion of
a conspiracy in his meeting
with the senior US diplomat
Lu. He said former army chief
Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa and
other service chiefs also con-
firmed that there was no con-
spiracy against Pakistan,
adding that Majeed too had
stated that there was no ques-
tion of a conspiracy at all.

Sharif underlined that
Khan had said that the con-
spiracy to topple his govern-
ment was hatched because of
his growing relations with
Russia, “then how could we get
oil from Russia?”.

Sharif reiterated that
Khan’s allegations were a
“bunch of lies” from “head to
toe” and there was no reality in
them. Earlier in the day, out-
going Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah called for a probe to
determine the authenticity of
the source document used in
The Intercept report.
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Reserve Bank Deputy Governor Swa-
minathan J on Thursday asked banks
to double down on recovery efforts to

limit the losses from the write-off of loans,
saying it will help them post higher profits.

The career commercial banker who
recently joined the regulator also added that
a bank's ability to recover or a borrower's
liability to repay does not diminish with a
loan write-off and recoveries can help a
lender post higher profits. Earlier this
week, the government informed Parliament
that over Rs 14.56 lakh crore of advances
were written-off by banks since FY15.

"We would like the banks to redouble
their efforts because these are accounts that
are parked in a special account and we would
like to see more and more recoveries,"
Swaminathan told reporters at the central
bank headquarters here.

Stating that there is a need to get the
"context right" in this matter, he offered some
nuances and stressed that there is a need to

be "guarded" in "passing judgements".
The DG said an NPA account, which is

over 4-5 years old will typically have wit-
nessed a diminishing of the realizable value
of the securities and one has to look at the
age of the NPA and the availability or
absence of underlying security.

Swaminathan said banks make a pro-
vision against a dud asset and at the time
of a write-off the provisions have to equal
the outstandings in an account.

For the purpose of tax efficiency and as
part of the overall balance sheet manage-
ment, such loans which are written-off go
into a special account outside the balance
sheet of a bank, he said, adding that this is
what banks refer to as a "technical write-off",
and the same happens as per a board-
approved policy.

Meanwhile, Deputy Governor M
Rajeshwar Rao also said that the regulator
has not decided on a timeframe by when it
intends to make the banks switch to the
expected credit loss (ECL) system of pro-
visioning and the same will take some time.
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Benchmark equity indices
declined on Thursday post

the RBI monetary policy,
dragged down by banking coun-
ters, after the unexpected
announcement of reducing cash
in the financial system.

Investors also remained on
the sidelines ahead of the US
inflation data announcement.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Thursday left its key
interest rates unchanged for a
third straight meeting but sig-
nalled tighter policy if food
prices drive inflation higher.

The monetary policy com-
mittee, which has three mem-
bers from the central bank and
a similar number of external
members, held the benchmark
repurchase rate (repo) at 6.50 per
cent in a unanimous decision.

It retained the stance on
"withdrawal of accommoda-
tion" but Governor Shaktikanta
Das sounded hawkish when he
highlighted that headline infla-
tion needs to subside sustainably
below 4 per cent and any surge
in the inflation print, if contin-
ued for a longer period, may
necessitate fresh action.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
fell 307.63 points or 0.47 per cent
to settle at 65,688.18. During the
day, it tanked 486.67 points or
0.73 per cent to 65,509.14.

The NSE Nifty declined
89.45 points or 0.46 per cent to
end at 19,543.10.

"RBI kept the policy rate
unchanged at 6.5 per cent with
a stance 'withdrawal of accom-
modation' while supporting
growth. The market partici-
pants would have ideally want-
ed a less hawkish undertone but

the governor sounded cautious
in his address," said Srikanth
Subramanian, CEO, Kotak
Cherry.

From the Sensex pack,
Asian Paints, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, ITC, Bharti Airtel, Axis
Bank, ICICI Bank, Nestle, Tata
Motors, HDFC Bank, HCL
Technologies, Maruti and
Hindustan Unilever were the
major laggards.

IndusInd Bank, JSW Steel,
Titan, Bajaj Finance, Tech
Mahindra and Power Grid were
among the gainers.

"While RBI's status quo on
interest rate didn't come as a sur-
prise, the MPC's cautious tone
and no signal of any rate cut by
this year end hurt the market
sentiment. Inflation continues to
be the key concern area and the
RBI remaining watchful of the
developments in key global
economies indicates that
investors' appetite for equities
will be measured in the near to
medium term. Also, investors
kept a low profile ahead of the
US inflation data to be released
later today," said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge declined
0.15 per cent and midcap index
fell 0.09 per cent. Among the
indices, telecommunication
declined by 1.05 per cent,
FMCG fell by 0.88 per cent,
bankex (0.81 per cent), financial
services (0.61 per cent), IT (0.33
per cent), realty (0.25 per cent),
teck (0.19 per cent) and com-
modities (0.18 per cent).

Energy, utilities, consumer
durables, metal and power were
among the gainers.

The hawkish stance was
also reinforced by the unexpect-
ed announcement of reducing
the cash in the banking system
by raising the incremental cash
reserve ratio (ICRR) to 10 per
cent on the incremental NDTL
(net demand and time liabilities)
over the last 3 months. This will
help in absorbing a large part of
the excess liquidity created
through the return of the Rs
2,000 notes and the large divi-
dend to the government from
RBI.

"The stock market was
taken by surprise by RBI's action
to remove excess liquidity from
the system, due to the influx of

Rs 2,000 bank notes, among
other factors," Amar Ambani,
Group President & Head —
Institutional Equities, YES
Securities (India) Limited, said.

In Asian markets, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong settled
in the green, while Seoul ended
lower.

European markets were
trading in the green. The US
markets ended in the negative
territory on Wednesday.

"Inflation concerns have
resurfaced in the domestic mar-
ket after the RBI elevated their
CPI forecast by 30 basis points
to 5.4 per cent, thereby increas-
ing the chances of a protracted
rate cut trajectory. Furthermore,
the RBI's move to control liquid-
ity through incremental CRR
dented the sentiments of the
banking sector, although the
impact is projected to be limit-
ed.

"Against this backdrop,
investors will be closely watch-
ing the US inflation print today
and the domestic inflation data
on Monday," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) turned buyers on
Wednesday after continuous
offloading of equities for the past
several days. They bought equi-
ties worth Rs 644.11 crore on
Wednesday, according to
exchange data.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.05 per cent to
USD 87.59 a barrel.

The BSE benchmark had
climbed 149.31 points or 0.23
per cent to settle at 65,995.81 on
Wednesday. The Nifty gained
61.70 points or 0.32 per cent to
end at 19,632.55.
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Tagging a genuine exporter as
"risky" will hurt India's

exports and an inter-ministeri-
al committee comprising repre-
sentatives from finance and
commerce ministries is required
to consider all aspects before
branding them under this cate-
gory, a report said on Thursday.

Exporters are identified as
"risky" based on specific risk
indicators based on customs,
GST (Goods and Services Tax),
income tax and DGFT (Directo-
rate General of Foreign Trade)
data. The identified risky expor-
ters' information is shared with
the central GST formations for
physical and financial verifica-
tion.

Economic think-tank Glo-
bal Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI) said that the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBITC) has announ-
ced procedures for handling
such cases yet no timeline is
adhered to.

The legitimate exporters
bear the brunt due to the pro-
longed verification process and
excessive documentation re-
quirements before the issue is
sorted, it said.

It claimed that the govern-
ment has declared many genuine
firms with substantial export
performance as "risky" exporters
and stopped payment of their
dues and makes them follow
"lengthy" customs procedures.

"This demoralises genuine
firms and will dissuade them
from exporting," GTRI Co-
founder Ajay Srivastava said.

The rule is implemented by
the CBITC whose drive to catch
firms doing fake GST transac-
tions ended up hurting many
genuine exporters, the report
said. While the government is
making plans for USD 2 trillion
in exports, the issues at the field
level need more sensitivity in
handling.

"CBITC brands many ex-
porters as risky exporters even
though they never had any

direct business transactions with
the alleged fraudsters," the report
alleged.

Citing an example to explain
the CBITC process, it said firm
'A' does business with firm 'B'
and entity 'B' does business
with company 'C', which is also
an exporter. If CBITC suspects
any wrongdoing by 'A', it may
declare 'C' as a risky exporter
even if 'C' never did any business
with 'A'.

"The steps that follow such
branding have the potential to
destroy all business of the
exporter," Srivastava said.

Once CBITC brands an
exporter risky, it stops all refunds
for Integrated GST, Drawback,
and RODTEP (Remission of
Duties or Taxes on Export
Products) and other benefits.

"This starves the firm of
most working capital," he said,
adding, due to this branding,
each consignment of that
exporter undergoes exhaustive
examination at the CFS
(Container Freight Station).

"This results in firm spend-
ing more money and time
delays. On-time shipments
become uncertain. For an
exporter handling 20 consign-
ments monthly, significant mon-
etary losses are inevitable. The
exporter is unjustly treated as a
criminal," he said.

The report also said that less
than 10,000 firms contribute to
over 90 per cent of India's
exports.

"Government must hear
them before taking extreme
step of branding them as risky
exporter. An inter-ministerial
committee with representatives
from Ministries of Finance,
Commerce, and industry may
be constituted which should
consider all aspects before
declaring an exporter as risky.
All cases must be reviewed
quickly," it said.

Despite no fault of their
own, exporters hesitate to com-
plain, fearing future harassment
and ineffectual outcomes, it
added.
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Retirement fund
body EPFO has

invested Rs 13,017
crore in exchange
traded funds (ETFs)
in the April-July period
of the current fiscal year,
Parliament was informed on
Thursday. 

Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) invested
Rs 53,081 crore in ETFs in
2022-23, Rs 43,568 crore in
2021-22 and Rs 32,071 crore in
2020-21, according to a written
reply to the Rajya Sabha by
Minister of State for Labour and
Employment Rameswar Teli.

The EPFO invested Rs
31,501 crore in ETFs in 2019-20
and Rs 27,974 crore in 2018-19,
it said.

The minister told the House
that the EPFO invests funds as
per the investment pattern noti-
fied by the government and does
not invest directly in individual
stocks, including those of any
blue-chip company.

"The EPFO invests
in equity markets
through ETFs, repli-
cating BSE Sensex
and Nifty 50 indices.
From time to time,

EPFO has also invest-
ed in ETFs constructed

specifically for disinvest-
ment of shareholding of the
Government of India in body
corporates," he stated. 

The total corpus of various
funds managed by the EPFO as
of March 31, 2022, was Rs 18.30
lakh crore, consisting of 91.30
per cent investment in debt
investments (including Public
Account of India) and 8.7 per
cent in ETFs.

In another reply to the
House, Teli said the Code on
Social Security, 2020 envisages
social security benefits through
formulation of schemes for gig
and platform workers that can
be implemented through EPFO
and Employees' State Insurance
Corporation, which provide
social security benefits to organ-
ised sector workers.
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Fast moving consumer goods major
Godrej Consumer Products Ltd will

invest Rs 515 crore in Tamil Nadu to set up
a manufacturing facility and signed a mem-
orandum of understanding with the state
government on Thursday.

The company would be setting up their
greenfield production unit in neighbouring
Chengalpet district to produce body care
products, Minister for industries T R B Rajaa
said. The employee base at the manufactur-
ing unit would comprise 50 per cent
women, members of LGBTQ community
and disabled people. "Another feather in the
cap of M K Stalin government. FMCG giant
Godrej Group would soon start production

of most of its products right here in Tamil
Nadu in a state of the art brand new unit,"
he said. It was a pleasure to meet Godrej
Consumer Products Ltd Executive

Chairperson Nisaba Godrej, a true diversi-
ty torch bearer, and share ideas for the ben-
efit of both the state and Godrej. Truly
amazed at her passion for inclusivity and sus-
tainability, he said in a social media post. At
an event at the Secretariat, top officials of
Godrej Group exchanged documents with
Guidance Tamil Nadu MD and CEO
Vishnu in the presence of the Chief Minister
Stalin at the Secretariat on Thursday.
According to company officials, the facili-
ty in Tamil Nadu guarantees access to cru-
cial southern markets and facilitates meet-
ing requirements in neighbouring regions.
"We aspire to develop this factory as a light-
house unit and strive to be among the first
few factories in Tamil Nadu to achieve this
recognition," Godrej said.
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Non-tariff barriers (NTBs) are gradually emerg-
ing as a potent tool to damage and even disrupt
legitimate textiles trade, apparel export promo-
tion council (AEPC) said on Thursday.

As many as 131 NTB notifications are issued
related to the textile sector since 2019 with Uganda
at the top position with 71 notifications, it said.

It was followed by Ecuador (10), China (8),
Taiwan (7), Israel (5), USA (4), and Peru (3).

These barriers include certifications, inspec-
tions, regulations, standards, SPS (sanitary and
phyto-sanitary - related with plants and animals)
measures, and technical barriers to trade (TBT).

These measures are by and large in confor-
mity with the rules of the World Trade Organi-
sation (WTO). But when these measures are used
unfairly, in violation of WTO agreements to dis-
criminate against imports and restrict market
access, then they become non-tariff barriers ham-
pering legitimate trade. The council has organized
a webinar on emerging non-tariff barriers in the
apparel export sector with an aim to sensitize the
industry about the issue. Mithileshwar Thakur,
Secretary General, AEPC, said: "NTBs have
slowly but surely emerged as a potent tool to dam-
age and even disrupt legitimate trade." Of late,
innovative ways were being explored by developed
economies like the European Union to restrict
imports from developing countries, he said.

Legislations like CBAM (Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism) and EUDR (EU
Deforestation Legislation) are violative of WTO
agreements and bound to make Indian exports
to the EU less competitive, he added.

"Ways and means need to be explored to han-
dle the challenges arising out of these legislations,"
Thakur said. Speaking during the webinar, Seeth-
araman Sampath, Co-founder, Sarvada Legal, said
that these NTBs arise from different measures
taken by governments and authorities in the form
of laws, regulations, policies, conditions, restric-
tions or specific requirements, or prohibitions that
protect the domestic industries from foreign com-
petition. "EU, US and UK are our top markets for
the apparel sector and so we should be extra care-
ful about their moves to bring any legislation/reg-
ulation in the nature of TBTs affecting the
apparel sector," Sampath said. Most countries fol-
low a consultation process before a new TBT is
introduced or an existing TBT is modified.
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The Securities Appellate
Tribunal (SAT) has set aside

a markets regulator Sebi's order
directing the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) to disgorge Rs
62.6 crore, along with interest, in
the dark-fibre case. 

However, all other orders
passed against NSE, comprising
a periodic review of its co-loca-
tion facility, putting in place
comprehensive guidelines,
Standard Operating Procedures
and protocols with respect to its
co-location facility were found
appropriate and were upheld,
according to an SAT order.

In addition, the appellate tri-
bunal has quashed Sebi's direc-
tion barring NSE's former MD
and CEO Chitra Ramkrishna
from holding any managerial
positions in a market interme-
diary for three years and three
other former officials —Ravi
Varanasi, Nagendra Kumar and
Devi Prasad Singh — for a
period of two years.

The case relates to the
alleged differential access given
to certain broking firms in the
form of 'dark fibre' at NSE, to
connect across the co-location
facilities before other members.

Dark fibre or unlit fibre,
with respect to network connec-
tivity, refers to an already laid but
unused or passive optical fibre,
which is not connected to active
electronics/equipment and does
not have other data flowing
through it and is available for use
in fibre-optic communication.

The order came after 11
entities challenged Sebi's order

passed in April 2019, against 17
entities, including NSE, its for-
mer officials and stock brokers.

In its order, Sebi alleged that
NSE was negligent in not carry-
ing out due diligence while
allowing an unauthorised ven-
dor to provide P2P connectivi-
ty to its trading members.

Partly quashing Sebi's order,
the appellate tribunal said that
"the direction to disgorge an
amount of Rs 62.58 crore along
with interest cannot be sus-
tained and to that extent, the
order is quashed".

It further said that other
directions passed by Sebi against
NSE "are affirmed and are
appropriate".

"Since we have set aside the
unlawful gains, we direct SEBI
to refund a sum of Rs 62.58 crore
along with interest accrued on
it to the appellant within four
weeks from today. We further
vacate the direction given to the
appellant for depositing the rev-
enues emanating from co-loca-
tion facility, etc. In an escrow
account and the details to be
submitted to Sebi from time to
time," SAT said in its 111-page
order passed on Wednesday.

Also, SAT has quashed
Sebi's order that directed
Way2Wealth Brokers to dis-
gorge Rs 15.34 crore and GKN
Securities to disgorge Rs 4.9
crore. It upheld the market reg-
ulator's directions that restrained
W2W and GKN Securities from
accepting, inducting or enrolling
any new client for one year and
barring them to undertake any
trade in their proprietary
accounts for two years.
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The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on Thurs-

day allowed the merger of Zee
Entertainment Enterprises Ltd
and Culver Max Entertainment
(earlier known as Sony Pictures
Networks India).

This order by the Mumbai
bench, headed by H V Subba
Rao and Madhu Sinha, will
pave the way for the creation of
a USD 10-billion media compa-
ny, the biggest in the country.

The tribunal also dismissed
all objections regarding the
merger.

The NCLT, on July 11, had
reserved its order on the merg-
er after hearing objections from
several creditors.

It heard arguments from

creditors, including Axis Fin-
ance, JC Flower Asset Recon-
struction Co, IDBI Bank, Imax
Corp and IDBI Trusteeship.

In December 2021, Zee
Entertainment and Sony Pictu-
res agreed to merge their busi-
nesses.

Both media houses approa-
ched the tribunal for sanction-
ing the merger after obtaining
permissions from National Stock
Exchange, BSE and sectoral reg-
ulators such as the Competition
Commission of India and the

Securities and Exchange Board
of India.

However, the process stop-
ped at the tribunal when a few
creditors raised objections.
Several creditors of Essel Group
raised objections against the
non-compete clause added to
the scheme.

NSE and BSE had informed
the Mumbai bench of NCLT
about two orders related to the
Essel Group entities, where the
promoters allegedly diverted
funds from the listed entity for
the benefit of their associate enti-
ties.

This also included the
Securities Appellate Tribunal
(SAT) order against Punit
Goenka barring him from hold-
ing a directorial position in any
listed company.
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Kavin Bharti Mittal-founded
Hike, which owns Rush

Gaming Universe, has laid off
about 55 people — more than
one-fifth of its total workforce —
to absorb the impact of the GST
hike on online gaming, a top
company official said on
Thursday.

The development comes
within a week of gaming uni-
corn Mobile Premier League
(MPL) laying off about half of its
India team or close to 350 peo-
ple to cut down cost burden due
to the increase in GST to 28 per
cent.

"About 55 people, out of
which 24 are non-full-time
employees. Closer to 22 per cent.
Business is in the best shape ever
but this 400 per cent increase in
GST is a bazooka pointed at us.
We'll need to absorb some of it
and as a result the reduction in
workforce at Hike/Rush," Hike
Founder and CEO Kavin Bharti
Mittal said.

The entire team of Hike is
engaged in the development of
Web 3 gaming platform 'Rush
Gaming Universe'.

Investors in Hike include
Tencent, Foxconn, Bharti Group,
Tribe Capital, Polygon, Flipkart
co-founder Binny Bansal, seri-
al entrepreneur Bhavin Tura-
khia, Cred Founder Kunal Shah.

The gaming platform claims
to have 5.2 million monthly
active users and distributed over
USD 308 million to winners
annually. A couple of small-size
gaming start-ups like Quizy
have announced to shut down
their business.
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Bayern Munich have
reached an agreement to
sign England captain

Harry Kane from Tottenham,
for a Bundesliga record fee of
more than 100 million euros
($110 million), reports said on
Thursday.

Talks between the two
clubs had been ongoing for
several weeks, as Tottenham
chairman Daniel Levy pushed
for a higher fee, aware that
Kane could leave on a free at
the end of his deal in 2024.

Bayern had reportedly
submitted their final bid for
the 30-year-old striker in
recent days, breaking through
the 100-million-euro barrier
for the first time.

The Athletic reported the
deal between the two clubs
first, and was followed by Sky
Sports and several other
British and German media.

Kane must now decide
whether he wants to leave or
not, the reports said.

"Kane is coming!" ran a
headline in top-selling German
tabloid Bild, which reported the
striker had pushed for the
negotiations to be resolved
before Tottenham's Premier
League opener on Sunday.

The mood in British media
was more downbeat however -
- The Sun reported that Spurs
fans were "heartbroken" and
had "gone into meltdown".

Six-time European cham-
pions Bayern have been histor-
ically more reluctant to spend
big on transfer fees than many
of their European rivals.

The reported figure of
over 100 million euros well
exceeds their club record

transfer outlay of 80 million
euros paid in 2019 for French
defender Lucas Hernandez.
Hernandez left Bayern for
Paris Saint-Germain earlier
this year for 45 million euros.

Bayern had been on the
lookout for a striker since the
departure of star forward
Robert Lewandowski to
Barcelona at the end of the
2021-22 season.

The club won the
Bundesliga in each of the
Pole 's  eight seasons in
Munich, with Lewandowski
scoring 344 goals in 375
appearances.

Kane has scored more
than 20 league goals in all but
three of the past nine Premier
League seasons, winning the
golden boot on three occa-
sions.

Despite finishing second in
last season's Premier League
scoring charts behind Erling
Haaland (36), Kane netted 30
league goals in 2022-23,
equalling his best mark.

England's record goalscor-
er, Kane played a major role in
the country's journey back

from the international wilder-
ness to regular contenders for
major tournament glory.
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Luton have signed for-

mer England midfielder Ross
Barkley on a free transfer, the
promoted Premier League
club announced on
Wednesday.

Barkley, who has played in
the English top flight for both
Everton and Chelsea, spent
last season in France with
Ligue 1 club Nice after leaving
Chelsea by mutual consent.

Now the 29-year-old
Barkley -- who played for
England at the 2014 World
Cup in Brazil and also had a
loan spell at Aston Villa --
could make his Luton debut in
their opening Premier League
match at Brighton on
Saturday.

"Why Luton? Going from
the Conference to the Premier
League is a great story and for
me personally to be back in
the Premier League, it's great
motivation," Barkley told his
new club's website.

"I'm still relatively young
and over the last couple of
years I've not played as much
as I'd have liked.

"But I've reserved a lot of
energy and looked after
myself, so it's great to be here
now as I've got a lot to show
but I'm ready and feeling
motivated."

Luton manager Rob
Edwards, whose side booked
their place in the Premer
League with victory in the
Championship play-off final,
believes Barkley will be a
valuable addition to the
Hatters' squad.
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The Women's World Cup is down
to the last eight, with European

champions England widely seen as
the favourites to lift the trophy fol-
lowing the elimination of holders
the United States.

Here's a look ahead to the quar-
ter-final action on Friday and
Saturday in Australia and New
Zealand:
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The first quarter-final might be

the most-evenly matched, with a
Spain side sitting sixth in the world
rankings facing the ninth-ranked
Netherlands.

Spain are in the quarter-finals
for the first time despite reigning
Ballon d'Or Alexia Putellas strug-
gling to make an impact as she con-
tinues to recover fitness following a
ruptured ACL. Instead her

Barcelona teammate Aitana
Bonmati has been the standout.

Coach Jorge Vilda made
sweeping changes to his line-up for
the 5-1 last-16 win over
Switzerland and must decide
whether to stick with the likes of
Laia Codina in central defence and
Cata Coll in goal.

The Netherlands, runners-up in
2019, have put the absence at the
tournament due to injury of prolif-
ic striker Vivianne Miedema behind
them and topped their group ahead
of the USA.

Andries Jonker's team have
conceded just one goal so far. They
will need to be strong at the back
against a Spain team that has
notched 13 goals in four games.
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Practically written off before the

tournament, Japan are the only for-
mer World Cup winners still stand-

ing following the exits of the USA,
Germany and Norway. The 2011
champions have been clinical, scor-
ing 14 goals and letting in just one
in wins over Zambia (5-0), Costa
Rica (2-0), Spain (4-0) and Norway
(3-1).

The player grabbing the atten-
tion is Hinata Miyazawa, the 23-
year-old leader in the race for the
golden boot with five goals. But it
is not just about her. 

World number three Sweden are
the top-ranked team left in the tour-
nament after they ousted the USA
on penalties. However, they were
second-best throughout that game
and grateful to goalkeeper Zecira
Musovic for several key saves. They
have now kept three consecutive
clean sheets.

Japan beat Sweden 3-1 in the
semi-finals in 2011, but Sweden won
by the same scoreline when they met
at the Tokyo Olympics.
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Australia appear to be getting

stronger as they go along, surviving
a wobble in the group stage before
comfortably dispatching Denmark
2-0 in the last 16.

They are aiming to reach the
semi-finals for the first time and are
boosted by the return to fitness of
star striker Sam Kerr, who returned
from three weeks out with a calf
problem as a substitute against
Denmark.

France are hoping Australia
suffer the same fate as befell them
four years ago, when as hosts they
went out in the quarter-finals to the
eventual winners, the USA.

Herve Renard's team cruised
through in the last 16, beating
Morocco 4-0. They have scored 12
goals in their last three games, but
they will have to deal with a hos-
tile atmosphere from 50,000 spec-
tators.
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England are the favourites to win

the trophy, while Colombia are the
surprise quarter-finalists, and 21
places separate the teams in the
world rankings.

However, England stumbled into
the last eight, needing penalties to see
off Nigeria, and they cannot afford to
take Colombia lightly given the
South Americans beat Germany in
the group stage and have one of the
most exciting players at the tourna-
ment in Linda Caicedo.

Sarina Wiegman's European
champions are also hindered by the
absence of Lauren James, with the 21-
year-old Chelsea attacker suspended
after being sent off against Nigeria for
stamping on an opponent.

Colombia reached the quarter-
finals for the first time by beating
Jamaica 1-0 and will hope to have
a lot of support like in previous
rounds.
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International badminton's
flagship event, the World

Tour Finals, will be held in
Hangzhou for the next four
years, a further sign the post-
Covid revival of major sports
events in China is gathering
pace.

Badminton is hugely pop-
ular in the country and the
national team is a dominant
force in the global arena, hav-
ing recently retained the
mixed-team Sudirman Cup
for a record 13th time.

This year's season-ending
BWF World Tour Finals will
be held from December 13-
17, the federation announced
late on Wednesday. The finals
were last held in China in
2019, in Guangzhou.

Hangzhou, an eastern
Chinese city 160 kilometres
from Shanghai, will next
month host the pandemic-
delayed Asian Games, an
Olympic-sized multisport

event originally due to have
been staged a year ago.

"Hangzhou with its
superb sporting infrastructure
and experience in staging
elite international events is an
ideal host for our finals," said
BWF secretar y general
Thomas Lund.

With the exception of the
2022 Beijing Winter
Olympics, which took place in
a zero-Covid "bubble", almost
all global sport ground to a
halt in China after the pan-
demic emerged there in late
2019.

In May, badminton's
Sudirman Cup became the
first major international
sporting event to be held in
China after the country's
tough zero-Covid policies
were ditched at the end of last
year.

Since then, world sport
organisations have shown
themselves eager to relaunch
lucrative tournaments across
the country.
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Carlos Alcaraz won his 13th
ATP match in a row as the

world number one began the
Toronto Masters by defeating
Ben Shelton 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) on
Wednesday. 

The second-round battle of
the two 20-year-olds went to the
Spaniard, who is bidding for
Canadian success after winning
successive trophies at Queen's
Club and Wimbledon. 

Alcaraz now stands 48-4 on
the season as he begins the
build-up for his defence of the
US Open title. 

The top seed admitted
that he was out-hit at times by
his 41st-ranked American
opponent in the 56-minute
contest - his first career win in
Toronto. 

"He was more aggressive
than me from the start,"
Alcaraz said. "I tried to be solid
and find my rhythm but I had
some trouble. 

"But I'm happy to be
through to the next round.
Matches like this help to focus.
I have to play better from now
on," added Alcaraz, who faces
Polish 15th seed Hubert
Hurkacz in the last 16. 

Elsewhere Wednesday,
French veteran Gael Monfils
stunned fourth seed Stefanos
Tsitsipas, winning in straight sets
to advance to the last 16. 

The 36-year-old from
Paris -- currently ranked 276th
in the world -- powered past
Tsitsipas 6-4, 6-3 in just under
90 minutes. 

The win marked the first

time Monfils has beaten a play-
er in the top 10 since March
2022, and came against an in-
form Tsitsipas fresh from win-
ning the ATP Los Cabos title in
Mexico last weekend. 

In other games Wednesday,
second seed Daniil Medvedev
advanced to the third round
with a 6-2, 7-5 win over Matteo
Arnaldi. 

Medvedev said he needed to
make more of an effort in the
second set in the steamy sum-
mer conditions against Arnaldi.
He struck 26 winners and 18

unforced errors. 
Medvedev improved to 8-1

in Toronto with his victory, his
47th this season. 

Britain's Andy Murray
continued to show steady
improvement as the August 28
start of the US Open draws
closer, with the 36-year-old
defeating qualifier Max Purcell
7-6 (7/2), 3-6, 7-5. 

The three-time Grand
Slam champion recovered
from a break down in the final
set as he dug in against a feisty
opponent from qualifying in

a struggle lasting for nearly
three hours. 

Sixth seed Andrey Rublev
stumbled in his first hardcourt
match of the summer, losing 6-
4, 6-3 to American Mackenzie
McDonald. 

2017 champion Alexander
Zverev fell to Spaniard Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina 6-1, 6-2 in 62
minutes with the German losing
serve four times. 

Jannik Sinner won an all-
Italian battle over Matteo
Berrettini 6-4, 6-3, saving all
seven of the break points he

faced. The seventh seed now
plays Murray. 

He joined countryman
Lorenzo Musetti in the round of
16 after the number 19 put out
Australian Thanasi Kokkinakis
in a 4-6, 7-5, 6-4 fightback. 

Canadian Milos Raonic,
returning to the Tour after two
years of injuries, continued to
advance as he beat Japan's Taro
Daniel 6-4, 6-3. 

Young compariot Gabriel
Diallo was eliminated by
Australian Alex de Minaur 6-
4, 7-5. 
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Wimbledon champion
Marketa Vondrousova

halted Caroline Wozniacki's
comeback in its tracks at the
WTA Montreal Open on
Wednesday, ousting the former
world number one in straight
sets.

Wozniacki had returned
with a bang from a more
than three-year layoff on
Tuesday, winning 6-2, 6-2
against 115th ranked
Kimberly Birrell.

But the 33-year-old Danish
star found Vondrousova a
tougher proposition, with the
ninth seed claiming a 6-2, 7-5
victory to set up a last 16 clash
with Coco Gauff.

Elsewhere on
Wednesday, world number

one Iga Swiatek entered the
competition with an opening
7-6 (8/6), 6-2 win over
Karolina Pliskova.

The victory left reigning
US Open champion Swiatek
needing victory over Karolina
Muchova on Thursday to
ensure she will hold on to the
number one ranking for a
72nd week.

Her clash with the Czech
Republic's Muchova on
Thursday is a rematch of the
duo's three-set battle in the
French Open final earlier
this year, won by Swiatek.

In other games on
Wednesday, 2022 Wimbledon
champion Elena Rybakina
finally closed out victory over
Jennifer Brady in a match that
had started on Tuesday before
being halted.
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Rangers gained a narrow
advantage in their

Champions League opener on
Wednesday as the Scottish side
returned to Europe where last
season they suffered six hum-
bling defeats.

Rangers edged out Servette
of Switzerland 2-1 in the first
leg of their final qualifying
round tie at Ibrox.

The Swiss may be slight
favourites to progress to the
play-off round when the two
sides clash in the second leg
next Tuesday, but at least
Rangers went some way to
erasing the pain of their last
continental adventure.

After reaching the 2022/23
group stage after a 12-year
absence, they slumped to
defeats, home and away, to
Liverpool, Napoli and Ajax.

Having lost their Scottish
Premiership season opener
1-0 to unheralded Kilmarnock
at the weekend, they were 2-
0 up on Servette inside 15
minutes.

Just before half-time, how-
ever, Servette striker Chris
Bedia reduced the deficit from
the penalty spot after VAR
intervened to flag up a Dessers
handball.

Thirty years after they were
crowned European champions
for the first and only time,
Marseille slipped to a 1-0 defeat
at Panathinaikos.

The night's other tie saw
Maccabi Haifa of Israel come
away from Slovan Bratislava in
Slovakia with a 2-1 win.
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Real Madrid suffered a huge
blow on the eve of the new

La Liga season with goalkeep-
er Thibaut Courtois rupturing
the anterior cruciate ligament
in his left knee during training
on Thursday.

The 31-year-old Belgium
international faces a lengthy
spell on the sidelines and will
undergo surgery in the coming
days, his club said.

"After the tests carried out
on our player Thibaut
Courtois, he has been diag-
nosed with a torn anterior
cruciate ligament in his left
knee," Madrid said in a state-
ment.

The club did not specify
how long Courtois will be out
but reports in Spain suggest he
will miss most of the season, if
not all of it.

Courtois suffered the
injury during a morning train-
ing session and left in tears,
according to Cadena Cope
radio.

He will be replaced in the
team by Ukraine's Andriy

Lunin, with Madrid due to play
Athletic Bilbao on Saturday in
their first game of the season.
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Manchester City manager

Pep Guardiola said Thursday
that last season's remarkable
treble success was a "once in a
lifetime" achievement as he
tried to lower expectations on
the eve of a new campaign.

City, bidding to become the
first side to win four consecu-
tive English top-flight titles,
start the Premier League season
away to Burnley on Friday.

They will be favourites for
every competition they enter
but Guardiola warned against
a repeat of last term's tri-
umphs, which also saw City
crowned champions of Europe
for the first time as well as lift-
ing the FA Cup.

"It feels like it finished yes-
terday but we start again,"
Guardiola told a pre-match
press conference on Thursday.

"I don't think it will be pos-
sible to do what we did last sea-
son, it's once in a lifetime. I said
to the players forget about it.
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West Ham have complet-
ed the signing of Mexico

international Edson Alvarez
from Dutch giants Ajax for an
undisclosed fee, the Premier
League club announced on
Thursday.

The 25-year-old has
agreed a contract until June
2028 with the Europa

Conference League winners
and bolsters a Hammers mid-
field now without Declan Rice
following their former cap-
tain's move to Arsenal.

West Ham manager David
Moyes told the club's website:
"The midfield area was one we
were especially keen to
strengthen this summer --
and Edson will complement
the other options we have in

that department.
"He's an experienced

international player, who has
enjoyed great success for both
club and country during his
career to date."

Alvarez, who started his
senior career with Mexico
City-based Club America,
won two Eredivisie titles dur-
ing his four seasons with
Amsterdam side Ajax.
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No batter has succeeded in
settling into the vital
number four slot in the

Indian ODI team since the
retirement of Yuvraj Singh, cap-
tain Rohit Sharma said on
Thursday, raising serious con-
cerns before the World Cup.

With the 50-over World
Cup less than two months away,
India are struggling to find a bat-
ter for the No. 4 slot, something
that has also troubled them in
the previous edition in 2019 in
England.

Shreyas Iyer, who is on a
comeback trail after a long
injury layoff, did well in his 20
matches at No. 4, scoring 805
runs at 47.35 with two centuries
and five fifties.

"Look, No. 4 has been an
issue for us for a long time. After
Yuvi (Yuvraj Singh), nobody has
come and settled themselves in.

"But, for a long period of
time, Shreyas (Iyer) has actual-
ly batted at No. 4 and he has
done well - his numbers are real-
ly good," Rohit told reporters on
the sidelines of a La Liga event
here.

"Unfortunately, injuries have
given him a bit of trouble; he has
been out for a while and that is
honestly what has happened in
the last 4-5 years. A lot of these
guys have got injured and you
will always see a new guy com-
ing and playing there," he said.

The India captain said the
percentage of injuries to players
in key positions has hampered

the team in the longer run.
"The percentage of injuries

that have happened in the last 4-
5 years, it is massive. When the
players get injured or are not
available, you try doing different
things with different players -
that is what I have to say about
No. 4," he said.

"Even before, when I was

not the captain, I was watching
no? There were so many guys
who came in and went out. But
injuries kept them away or they
were not available or someone
lost form," Rohit added.

With both KL Rahul -
India's preferred option for No.
5 as wicketkeeper-batter - and
Iyer on comeback trail, Rohit

said they will wait and watch
how these two players go.

"No one is an automatic
(selection), even I am not. We
have this thing where nobody is
guaranteed a spot. We cannot
say that 'you are there after all'
or things like that," Rohit said.

"Yes, some players know
that they are going to play but at

this point in time, playing three
ODIs in the West Indies was a
good opportunity to look at a
few guys. In the Asia Cup,
again, we will face good oppo-
sition," he said.

The Asia Cup is scheduled
to be held just before the World
Cup.

"Shreyas and KL are coming

off not playing anything for
four months, big injuries, surg-
eries rather. Both had surgeries.
I know, I had to undergo surgery
once and how it feels afterwards,
it is quite tough. We have to see,
how they respond, what they do.

"The selection (meeting)
will be there in a few days, we
will have a good debate about
what we can do. But honestly
nobody is an automatic choice
— they all have to fight for the
spot — everyone has to, whether
it is a top spot or a bottom spot.

"We have got a lot of names
there. We will see what is right
combination for us to go in the
World Cup but before we have
the Asia Cup," the India skipper
said.

Rohit said he wants some of
the Indian players to bat under
pressure situations in the Asia
Cup. "We will see, we want to
win but at the same time there
are a lot of questions that we
need answers of. But in the Asia
Cup, I want to see some of the
guys batting under pressure
against quality teams," he said.

"I still want to see those
things, so we will wait and see
what happens, but it is always
nice to have a lot of names,
rather than just one or two
names. I hope they are fit in time
— firstly that is the most impor-
tant.

"They (Rahul and Iyer) have
been at the NCA for the last four
months, working really hard and
it looks quite positive so we will
keep our fingers crossed," Rohit
added.
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Two-time Olympic medallist
shuttler PV Sindhu and

men's doubles pair of Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty received first-round byes
in the BWF World Champion-
ships 2023 draw held here on
Thursday.

This year's BWF World
Championships will be held in
Copenhagen, Denmark from
August 21 to 27.

Sindhu, who won the wo-
men's singles world title in 2019,
however, has been handed a
tough draw and she might face
Thailand's Ratchanok Intanon
and top seed An Se Young of
Korea as they are grouped in the
top half of the draw.

Sindhu is the only Indian to
feature in the women's singles
competition.

The men's doubles combi-
nation of World Championships
bronze medallists Satwik and
Chirag achieved a career-best
world no.2 ranking last month
following their title triumph in

Korea Open and are in the
form of their life.

India's men's singles chal-
lenge will be led by in-form HS
Prannoy, seeded second in the
upcoming event. He will face
Kalle Koljonen of Finland.

The other Indians in the fray
in men's singles — Lakshya
Sen and Kidambi Srikanth —
will play Georges Julien Paul of
Mauritius and Kenta Nishimoto
of Japan respectively in the their
first-round matches.

Prannoy has been the most
consistent Indian singles player
in the last 12 months, and is cur-
rently ranked ninth in the world.
He won the Malaysia Masters in
May before finishing second
best in last week's Australian
Open.

In women's doubles, India
have fielded two pairs. While the
duo of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand received a first-
round bye, Ashwini Bhat K and
Shikha Gautam will be up
against Debora Jille and Cheryl
Seinen of the Netherlands.

Rohan Kapoor and N Sikki

Reddy will take on the Scottish
pair of Adam Hall and Julie
MacPherson in the opening
round of mixed doubles, while

the other Indian combination of
Venkat Prasad and Juhi Dewan-
gan will face Jones Ralfy Jansen
and Linda Efler of Germany in

their campaign opener.
While 64 shuttlers will com-

pete in men's singles, 48 will fea-
ture in women's singles. Besides,

there are 46 teams each in the
three doubles events with the 16
highest-ranked players on the
latest world ranking receiving
seedings in all the five categories.

Four Indians will be in sin-
gles competition, while six pairs
will be in doubles action in the
28th edition of the tournament.

Sindhu is the only Indian to
have won the World Champion-
ships crown so far, having clin-
ched the title in 2019. She also
has two silver and as many bro-
nze medals to her name in the
tournament. Besides Sindhu,
former Olympic medallist Saina
Nehwal has won two World
Championships medals — a
silver in 2015 and bronze in
2017. Former world no. 1
Srikanth also won a silver in
2021. The other Indian shuttlers
to have bagged medals in the
global event are Lakshya Sen, B
Sai Praneeth and the Ashwini
Ponnappa-Jwala Gutta pair, all
winning bronze medals.

India have so far bagged 13
medals in the BWF World
Championships.
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Fresh from scoring his second
double hundred in List A

cricket, out-of-favour India
opener Prithvi Shaw has assert-
ed that he is currently not think-
ing about his future in the
national team and just wants to
enjoy his stint in country crick-
et.

At his fluent best, Shaw
smashed 244 off 153 deliveries
to fashion Northamptonshire's
87-run win over Somersert in
England's One-Day Cup tourna-
ment here on Wednesday.

The talented 23-year-old is
out of India contention since the
last two years. He last played for
the Men in Blue on the tour of
Sri Lanka in July 2021.

He was left out of the ongo-
ing series against the West Indies
and is also not a part of the sec-
ond-string Indian T20I squads
for the upcoming Ireland series
and the Asian Games.

"Definitely (here for the)
experience for sure. Not really
thinking what the Indian selec-
tors may be thinking, but I just
want to have a good time here,"
Shaw said after the game.

"Northamptonshire have
given me this opportunity...
They're really looking after me.
I'm really enjoying it," he added.

Playing in his maiden coun-
ty season, Shaw looked in sub-

lime touch on Wednesday as he
smashed 28 fours and 11 sixes
en route to his second List A
double century.

With the innings, the
Mumbai batter bettered his
highest List A score of 227,
which he had scored against
Puducherry in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy in February 2021.

"The 227 was in my head to
be honest. I spoke to Whitey
(Sam Whiteman) when he was
there and I told him it's 227, my
highest score," Shaw said.

"It was a good team effort all
around. I always try and win
matches for the team and I'm the
kind of a player who puts my
team first and then myself."
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Maintaining intensity
throughout the 60 minutes

of the game and consistency in
finishing would be India's targets
when the hosts take on Japan in
the semifinal of the Asian
Champions Trophy hockey
tournament here on Friday.

No doubt, India will start as
favourites after their unbeaten
run in the round-robin stage,
winning four matches and draw-
ing one to top the points table.

However, India would be
wary of Japan, the only side the
hosts have not beaten. The
league match between the two
sides had ended in a 1-1 draw.

There is a wide gap in the
world rankings between the
two teams as India are at fourth
spot as against 19 of Japan. But
the home side should not forget
that they had lost to Japan 3-5
in the semifinals of the 2021 edi-
tion in Dhaka after thrashing
their opponents 6-0 in the league
stage.

India have scored the most
number of goals — 20 — so far
in this tournament but they
missed chances galore against
Japan in their league match, and
the hosts will have to make
amends of their poor finishing
against the same opponents on
Friday. Craig Fulton's side could
also utilise just one of the 15
penalty corners they had earned

against Japan in the earlier
match and they now will have to
find ways to score from the PCs.

Following India's 4-0
thrashing of arch-rivals Pakistan
on Wednesday, Fulton noted
that it would be vital for his side
to maintain consistency in all the
four quarters of the match.

"We had some good consis-
tency in each quarter (against
Pakistan), which we did the
same during the Japan game. We
also had more penetration into
the circle in each quarter than
Japan. So, it will be about main-
taining consistency and not
doing it just one way," he said.

As far as Japan is con-
cerned, they sneaked into the
semifinals ahead of Pakistan
on better goal difference, though
the two sides collected five
points each. Japan had minus
two goal difference as against
minus five of Pakistan.

Overall, Japan's perfor-
mance in the competition has
been far from convincing. They
managed just a win (vs China)
and lost and drawn twice.

Even though, India are
favourites to win on Friday,
Japan will try to take a cue from
their earlier performance against
the hosts. Before the India vs
Japan match, second-placed
Malaysia will take on third-
placed and defending champi-
ons South Korea in the semifi-
nals on Friday.
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Having missed out on the
gold at the Common-

wealth Games, left-arm spinner
Rajeshwari Gayakwad is con-
fident the Indian women's
team can go the distance at the
Asian Games in Hangzhou,
China next month.

The Indian team came
close to winning the coveted
gold on women's cricket's
Commonwealth Games debut
in Birmingham last year but
went down to Australia in the
summit clash. It was the side's
third defeat in a big final in
recent years.

The 'Women in Blue' have
got a direct qualification to the
quarterfinals at the Asian

Games based on their ICC
T20I rankings.

"Definitely, we will get the
gold medal in the Asian
Games," Gayakwad said.

"We have played against all
major opponents in the past,
but not to dwell on that much,
we have the trust in our team
that we are capable of winning
and clinching the gold medal,"
she added.

Gayakwad was not part of
India's last assignment — the
tour of Bangladesh where they
won the T20I series 2-1 but had
to settle for a 1-1 draw in the
ODI fixtures. "I was in rehabil-
itation and on rest during the
Bangladesh tour; it was not the
case of me being dropped,"
Gayakwad said.
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Veteran Indian hockey goalkeeper PR
Sreejesh is taking one tournament at a

time as far as his future is concerned and says
he will "see how things happen" after the
Asian Games in China in September-
October.

The 35-year-old goalkeeping legend is
nearing 300 international matches after
making his India debut in 2006. He is cur-
rently sharing the goalkeeping duties for
India with Krishan Bahadur Pathak in the
ongoing Asian Champions Trophy (ACT)
here.

"At this age, better don't ask me about
the next two years. It's all about the next one.
I am at the Asian Games, and after that, I'll
see how things happen. I will take it one
tournament at a time," Sreejesh told PTI
when asked about the possibility of him fea-
turing in another ACT.

The ACT is a biennial tournament, but
the venue and dates of the next edition is
yet to be announced. "As (Novac) Djokovic
said, '35 is the new 25'. So, I'm definitely
there," Sreejesh said after India thrashed
arch-rivals Pakistan 4-0 on Wednesday.

Sreejesh, who has featured for India in
several matches against Pakistan, does not
want to get carried away with the dominant
win. "All the matches are important for us
at this stage. Also, once you come to a cer-
tain level, it's all about your and your team's
performance. It's just a pool game (vs
Pakistan). So, you don't need to be too excit-
ed about it, but just gain the three points.

"We are not at a stage to say that we will
win it. But, the way we are playing and show-
ing it on the field, we believe we will put up
a strong show against the sides coming up,"
he said.
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India vice-captain and midfielder

Hardik Singh hailed the team's final execu-
tion inside the box in the convincing win
against Pakistan, but noted that more
patience would be needed to get more goals
against Japan in the semifinal.

"Our final execution inside the box has

been good. We haven't conceded any goals
(vs Pakistan), which is a good thing. We
expect to carry the same momentum in the
upcoming matches," he told PTI.

"But, we still need to have more patience
inside the box, which is extremely impor-
tant. Also, we need to set up the tempo of
the game. We will be treating them (Japan)
as a top team."

India and Japan had played out a 1-1
draw in the round-robin league stage.

Talking about the confidence level of the

side, Hardik said, "Confidence in the team
is at the topmost level right now.

"Regardless of which team we are up
against now, even if it's Australia, we would
have moved in with the same mindset."

Commenting on the umpiring deci-
sions, Hardik said, "I believe the umpiring
could be a bit better, as there is always room
for improvement."

Pakistan coach Muhammad Saqlain was
critical of a few umpiring decisions during
the match.
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The National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) collected

more than 900 dope samples
from athletes of various sports,
with a whopping 199 coming
from track and field, in June and
July ahead of the upcoming
Asian Games.

The national anti-doping
watchdog collected 914 samples,
mostly urine though few are of
blood, from June 1 to July 31,
according to the latest data
released by NADA on Thursday.

Athletics is followed by box-
ing (71), aquatics (65), weight-
lifting (56), cycling (55), kabad-
di (52), wrestling (46), shooting
(43) in the number of samples
collected in these two months.

The number of samples in
other sports are: wushu (35),
fencing (33), canoe (32), bad-
minton (24), hockey (23),
triathlon (23), rowing (20),
archery (15), football (11), judo
(11), softball (10), electronic
sports (8), sport climbing (7) and
cricket (2).

The names of almost all the
top track and field athletes who
train in the country or took part
in domestic events, including the
likes of Murali Sreeshankar,
Shaili Singh, Eldhose Paul, Abd-
ulla Aboobacker, Jyothi Yarraji,
Tejaswin Shankar, Praveen
Chitravel, Tajinderpal Singh To-
or, Annu Rani, Parul Chauda-
hary, Priyanka Goswami and
Amlan Borgohain, figured in the
list.
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India head coach Craig Fulton hailed his
side's "structured" and "consistent" game

in the 4-0 thrashing of arch-rivals Pakistan
in their Asian Champions Trophy hockey
match here and he's looking for his play-
ers to continue in the same vein in the semi-
final against Japan. India's comprehensive
4-0 win in their last round-robin league
match on Wednesday knocked Pakistan out
of the tournament. 

"We did play a good-structured game.
We did miss a few chances in the fourth
quarter, but we did well overall," Fulton said
during the post-match press conference.
"We had some good consistency in each
quarter, which we did the same during the
Japan game (on August 4 which ended in
1-1 draw)." "We also had more penetration
into the circle in each quarter than Japan.
So, it will be about maintaining consisten-
cy and not doing it just one way," Fulton
said about the semifinal against Japan.
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