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To curb the upward spiral of
onion prices, the Center

has imposed a 40 per cent
export duty on onions.

A notification issued by the
Union Finance Ministry said
the export duty will remain in
effect until December 31, 2023.

This move comes against
the backdrop of growing con-
cerns regarding the surge in
onion prices. 

To mitigate this situation,
the Government announced a
strategic plan on August 11:
The release of onions from its
buffer stock in targeted regions.
By releasing these stored
onions, the Government
sought to stabilise prices and
ensure affordability for con-
sumers until the arrival of the
new crop in October.

Currently, the Government
holds 3 lakh tonnes of onions
under the Price Stabilisation
Fund (PSF) to address any
urgent requirements in case
prices significantly escalate
during periods of limited 
supply. 

The Government’s multi-
pronged approach also encom-

passes various distribution
channels for the onions. 

These options include e-
auctions and e-commerce plat-
forms, as well as partnerships
with State Governments to
provide discounted rates
through retail outlets operated
by their respective consumer
cooperatives and corporations.

In the current year, a sub-
stantial procurement of three
lakh metric tonnes of onions
has been secured for the buffer
stock. 

This procurement is a
proactive measure to alleviate

potential supply shortages and
price volatility.

The National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India (NAFED)
and the National Consumer
Cooperative Federation of
India (NCCF) have procured
1.50 lakh tonnes each of rabi
onions during June and July. 

This effort, focused on
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh, signifies a coordinat-
ed effort to manage the onion
price crisis and ensure a steady
supply of this essential kitchen
staple.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday hailed

the achievement of 50 crore
“Jan Dhan” accounts as a sig-
nificant milestone, highlighting
that 56 per cent of these
accounts are held by women,
showcasing the power of ‘Nari
Shakti’ (women empower-
ment).

The Union Finance
Ministry announced that the
total number of “Jan Dhan”
accounts in the country has
now surpassed 50 crores, with
women holding 56 per cent of
them. Around 67 per cent of
these accounts have been estab-
lished in rural and semi-urban

areas, according to a state-
ment from the ministry.

The Prime Minister
praised the rapid growth in the
number of “Jan Dhan” accounts
and underscored the partici-
pation of women.

“It is heartening to see that

more than half of these accounts
belong to our ‘Nari Shakti’.
With 67 per cent of accounts
opened in rural and semi-urban
areas, we are also ensuring that
the benefits of financial inclu-
sion reach every corner of our
nation,” Modi said.

The total deposits in the
Jan Dhan accounts have
exceeded �2.03 lakh crore, and
approximately 34 crore RuPay
cards have been issued free of
cost with these accounts, as per
the Finance Ministry. Initiated
by the Modi Government in
2014, the Jan Dhan bank
account scheme aimed to
enhance financial inclusion by
providing a range of financial
services, including direct ben-

efit transfers, to the economi-
cally disadvantaged.

The scheme’s objectives
encompass universal access to
banking services, financial lit-
eracy, access to credit, insur-
ance, and pension facilities.
Moreover, beneficiaries receive
a RuPay Debit card with built-
in accident insurance cover of
Rs 1 lakh. The withdrawal
limit for these zero-balance
accounts is Rs 10,000 per
month, and account holders
can deposit a maximum of Rs
1,00,000 under the scheme.
The banks also offer free
mobile banking services,
enabling account holders to
easily check their Jan Dhan
account balance.

�������	
����
���
��������
������������������
����������

����� ��������	

The Supreme Court has
underscored the need for

cautious use of social media,
emphasising its impact and
far-reaching consequences, as
it rejected a petition filed by
actor and former Tamil Nadu
MLA S Ve Shekher. The actor
is facing charges for sharing a
Facebook post in 2018 that
allegedly contained derogato-
ry remarks against women
journalists.

A bench of Justices BR
Gavai and P K Mishra was pre-
siding over the plea filed by
Shekher, challenging the
Madras High Court’s order of
July 14, which dismissed his
request to quash the criminal
proceedings related to the con-
troversial post he shared.

The Supreme Court bench
advised the advocate repre-
senting the petitioner to exer-
cise vigilance in utilising social
media due to its potential
impact and reach. The judges
stated that individuals who
engage with social media plat-
forms should be aware of the
repercussions associated with
their actions.

In response, the lawyer
argued that Shekher had

applied medicine to his eyes on
the day of the incident, which
prevented him from reading
the content of the post he
shared. 

The bench acknowledged
the significance of prudence
when using social media and
stressed that those who choose
to employ such platforms must
also be prepared to accept the
consequences.

The Madras High Court
had previously highlighted that
Shekher had allegedly “pub-
lished/circulated an abusive,
derogatory and vulgar com-
ment in his Facebook account”
on April 19, 2018. This led to
a complaint filed with the
Chennai Commissioner of
Police, resulting in an FIR
being registered and private
complaints being filed against
him in various parts of Tamil

Nadu. Shekher’s counsel had
argued before the High Court
that he had forwarded the
message from his Facebook
account without being aware of
its content. After discovering
the offensive remarks, Shekher
reportedly removed the content
within a few hours and subse-
quently issued an uncondi-
tional apology to the con-
cerned women journalists and
the media. 

The HC’s order highlight-
ed the gravity of the message
forwarded by Shekher, describ-
ing it as derogatory and
demeaning towards women
journalists and the press in
Tamil Nadu. The court noted
the rapid dissemination of
messages through social media,
emphasizing the need for
responsible behavior consid-
ering its wide-reaching impact.
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The Gujarat High Court’s
adjournment of a rape vic-

tim’s plea for the termination of
her 26-week pregnancy met
with disapproval from the
Supreme Court on Saturday.
The apex court expressed con-
cern that the delay in address-
ing the matter had resulted in
the loss of crucial time.

A special session on a
Saturday saw Justices BV
Nagarathna and Ujjal Bhuyan
assert that cases of this nature
demand urgency, criticising
the High Court’s nonchalant
approach of treating it as rou-
tine and simply postponing it.

The petitioner’s counsel
informed the apex court that
the 25-year-old woman had
presented her case to the High
Court on August 7, with the
hearing scheduled for the fol-
lowing day. 

On August 8, the High
Court directed the establish-
ment of a medical board to
assess both the pregnancy’s
status and the petitioner’s
health. 

The medical college where
she was examined submitted
the report on August 10.

Remarkably, the top court
noted that the report was offi-
cially accepted by the high
court on August 11, but the
case was listed for hearing 12
days later on August 23. This
scheduling oversight disre-
garded the significance of each
day’s delay given the circum-
stances of the case.

Additionally, the petition-
er’s counsel informed the  SC
bench l that while the High
Court rejected the petition on
August 17, the reasons behind
the decision were not stated in
court, and the order was still
pending upload on the High
Court’s website.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asserted on
Saturday that India’s economy
is shining as a beacon of hope
in these challenging times. 

“With robust growth and
resilient spirit, the future looks
promising. Let us keep this
momentum and ensure pros-
perity for 140 crore Indians,”
he said on X, reacting to news
portal Moneycontrol’s ‘Bullish
on India’ campaign. 

Detailed report on P6
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Nine soldiers were killed
and another was critically

injured when their vehicle skid-
ded off the road and plunged
into a deep gorge in Leh district
of Ladakh on Saturday, officials
said.

The accident took place
near Kiari in southern Ladakh’s
Nyoma, the officials said.

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) of Leh PD Nitya
said the Army vehicle, with 10
personnel on board, was on its
way to Nyoma from Leh when
its driver lost control and 
it plunged into a gorge at 4.45
pm.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh condoled the death of the

personnel.
“Saddened by the loss of

Indian Army personnel due to
an accident near Leh in
Ladakh. We will never forget
their exemplary service to our
nation,” the Defence 
Minister said on ‘X’, formerly
Twitter.

“My thoughts are with the
bereaved families. The injured
personnel have been rushed to
the Field Hospital. Praying for
their speedy recovery,” Singh
said, without mentioning the
number of soldiers killed and
injured in the accident.

SSP Nitya said a police
team rushed to the accident site
and all the injured soldiers were
shifted to an Army medical
facility where eight personnel

were declared dead. Another
jawan died subsequently, she
said.

The officer said one more
jawan was undergoing treat-
ment and his condition was
stated to be “critical”.

Condoling the death of
the soldiers, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said,
“Deeply saddened by the trag-
ic road accident in Ladakh in
which we lost our valiant sol-
diers, as their vehicle fell into
a gorge.”

“The entire nation stands
shoulder to shoulder with the
bereaved families in this hour
of grief. My sincerest condo-
lences to them. May the injured
recover at the earliest,” he post-
ed on ‘X’. 
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Senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday rode a

motorcycle from Leh to
Pangong Lake in the Union
Territory of Ladakh on the eve
of his father Rajiv Gandhi’s
birth anniversary, a party
spokesman said.

The former Congress pres-
ident is currently on a tour of
Ladakh — his first since the
region was made a Union ter-
ritory after being carved out of
Jammu & Kashmir in August
2019 — and is likely to visit
Kargil next week.

The erstwhile State of
Jammu & Kashmir was also
turned into a Union territory
and its special status under

Article 370 of the Constitution
was revoked.

Rahul reached Leh on a
two-day visit on Thursday,
later deciding to extend his stay
in the region by four more days
to cover Pangong Lake, Nubra
Valley and Kargil district,
Congress spokesperson and
leader of opposition in Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Development
Council, Leh, Tsering Namgyal
told PTI on phone.

After covering more than
130 km on motorcycle, Rahul
will stay overnight at Pangong
Lake where a token celebration
will be organised in connection
with the birth anniversary of
former prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi on Sunday, he said.

Continued on Page 2
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An elderly woman and her
three granddaughters died

due to asphyxiation in a freak
fire accident allegedly trig-
gered by a mosquito repellent
machine in their house at
Mathur MMDA near Manali
here, police said on Saturday.

The woman identified as
Santhanalakshmi, 65, and her
granddaughters — Sandhya,
Priya Rakshita and Pavithra,
aged between 8 and 10 years —
were sleeping in their house
when the fire broke out. 

According to a police offi-
cial, when neighbours noticed
smoke coming out of the house
early in the morning, they
reportedly tried to break open
the door after nobody
answered their calls.

When they entered the
house, they found
Santhanalakshmi and the three
children lying unconscious.
Then they informed the police.

Upon their arrival, the
police found all four persons
unconscious and immediately
rushed them to a hospital
where the doctors declared
them “brought dead”.

Preliminary enquiries by
the police reveal that the mos-
quito repellent machine kept in
the room where the family
members were sleeping fell on
some nylon material triggering
a fire. The three children had
to their grandmother’s house to
spend the night as their moth-
er had to visit a hospital to take
care of their father.
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Ahead of its scheduled meet-
ing of the INDIA alliance

in Mumbai later this month,
trouble seems to be brewing in
the rank of Oppostion parties
with  Congress and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) engaging
in electioneering slugfest.

The war of words  between
Congress and AAP escalated
on Saturday after AAP con-
venor and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Saturday
visited the Congress-ruled f
Chhattisgarh where he
announced lucrative “freebies”
which includes promises of
free electricity, monthly “sam-
man rashi” for women and
�3,000 monthly allowance for
the unemployed.

Kejriwal also took a swipe
at Congress over what he
claimed was “terrible quality”
of government schools in
Chhattisgarh.

The AAP’s foray into
Chhattisgarh where Congress is
attempting to retain the power
comes couple of days after the
Congress first announced it
would contest all the seven Lok
Sabha seats in Delhi and later
backtracked..

Reacting to Kejriwal’s com-

ments, Congress media head
Pawan Khera questioned the
Delhi CM over the need for
comparing Chhattisgarh with
Delhi, when the comparison
should be with the previous
Raman Singh Government in
Chhattisgarh.

“Why go to Raipur?
Performance of our
Chhattisgarh Government will
be compared with the previous

Raman Singh-led BJP
Government. Let us choose a
sector of your choice and com-
pare the performance of the
Congress Government in Delhi
vs your Government. Ready for
a debate?”  Khera said reacting
to Kejriwal’s swipe.

Khera was longtime asso-
ciated and OSD to the then
Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit
who has been credited for

holistic development of the
national Capital in Congress’ 15
years of consecutive rule.

Addressing an AAP work-
ers’ convention at Raipur,
Kejriwal said his party’s
Governments in Delhi and
Punjab have fulfilled the guar-
antees given to people, and if it
comes to power in
Chhattisgarh, it would do the
same thing.

The INDIA alliance is fac-
ing trouble in Maharashtra, too,
where  Congress and Uddhav
Shiv Sena has questioned fre-
quent meetings of Sharad
Pawar with Ajit Pawar’s faction.

The AAP had entered the
electoral fray in Chhattisgarh
for the first time in the 2018
assembly elections, fielding
candidates in 85 of the total 90
seats, but drew a blank. None
of its candidates even succeed-
ed in saving the deposit. 

Senior journalist and polit-
ical analyst R Krishna Das said
the guarantees given by
Kejriwal indicated that the
AAP is trying to follow the
Congress’s strategy last time
when it had promised a slew of
freebies. Congress won 68 seats
in 2018 assembly elections,
ending 15 years of BJP rule, rid-
ing on promises like higher
Minimum Support Price for
paddy, loan waiver, half elec-
tricity bill scheme and regu-
larisation of contractual
employees, he noted. 

Both AAP and Congress
are part of the Opposition’s
INDIA alliance at the nation-
al level. But in Chhattisgarh, the
Kejriwal-led party is likely to
eat into the vote share of the
ruling Congress which would
benefit the BJP, Das said. 
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T The buzz that formerparty chief RahulGandhi would onceagain be stepping intothe electoral arena
from the family bastion of
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh could
add a new dimension to the
politics of the politically most
vital state of India. While such a
scenario would undoubtedly
enthuse the Congress cadres, his
presence in Amethi might not
single-handedly reverseCongress's fortunes in the state,

where its standing has been
waning for decades.However, the addedpossibility of Priyanka Gandhi's

potential electoral venture from
the state underscores theCongress party's resolve to

embark on the journey of
reclaiming its diminishing clout
in this politically pivotal Hindi
heartland state. But, beyond the
confines of the Congress party,
the decision to field both Rahul
and Priyanka from Uttar Pradesh
carries broader implications. It
signifies a strategic move by the
INDIA alliance, aimed at putting
forth a formidable challenge to
the well-entrenched Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP), which has
been riding the wave ofsuccessive Lok Sabha andassembly victories since 2014.

The widespread speculation
that Bihar's Chief Minister
Kumar and Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge might also
throw their hats into the electoral
ring in Uttar Pradesh in 2024
showcases a determined effort by
both the Congress and its INDIA
alliance partners to disrupt the
BJP's stronghold over the state's
political landscape. Theirstrategy revolves around making

inroads into the Dalit and OBC
(Other Backward Classes)
communities while consolidating
the Muslim vote bank.Recent trends, particularly

post the first phase of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, point towards a
decisive shift in minority voters'
preferences towards theCongress. An assertive Congress

presence in Uttar Pradesh could
play a role in avoidingfragmentation within theminority votes, especially in the

context of parties like the All
India Majlis-e-IttehadulMuslimeen (AIMIM), led by

Asaduddin Owaisi, who split the
Muslim votes on several seats in
the last assembly polls in 2022.

Although not winning any
seats, the AIMIM's presence
succeeded in disruptingSamajwadi Party-led alliance

candidates' prospects in at least
several seats.While the INDIA alliance

relies on Congress to solidify the
minority vote base, leaders such
as Kharge and Nitish Kumar are
aiming to make a dent in the
Dalit and extremely backward
caste votes. This dynamic aims to
create a more challengingscenario for the BJP. WithAkhilesh Yadav-led Samajwadi

Party's core Yadav votes, EBC
votes, and the Rashtriya Lok
Dal's (RLD) Jat votes in Western
Uttar Pradesh, the alliance hopes
to counterbalance the BJP's
influence.

The INDIA alliance might
also witness the inclusion of
Chandrashekhar Azad in the
coming weeks to further chip
away at Mayawati's Dalit vote
stronghold. This multi-pronged
approach underscores thesignificance of Rahul Gandhi's

return and Priyanka Gandhi's
potential entry. It forms a pivotal
part of the big-bang strategy of
the INDIA alliance, designed to
disrupt the prevailing political
equilibrium in Uttar Pradesh.

However, challenging the
BJP's hegemony in the state is no
straightforward task. Recent
municipal polls havedemonstrated the BJP's sturdy

position, seemingly unshaken.
Adding to its advantage is the
forthcoming inauguration of the
grand Ram Temple in Ayodhya
in January 2024, right before the
elections. The oppositionalliance, while facing a daunting

task, can take solace in the fact
that the Samajwadi Party made
gains in the last year's assembly
polls, recouping some lost
ground.

In the last year’s assembly
elections, the BJP secured an
increase of nearly two percentage
points compared to its 2017 tally,
elevating its vote share from
39.7% in 2017 to 41.6% this time.
While the Samajwadi Party's vote
share witnessed an upward jump
from 21.8% to 32%, the disparity
remained substantial TBahuj

a decline, dropping from 22.2%
to 12.7%, and the Congress saw
its vote share plummet from
6.3% to a meager 2.4%, falling
even below the Rashtriya Lok
Dal's (RLD) 3% share.It's crucial to recognize that

Lok Sabha elections andassembly polls have theirdynamics. In comparison to the
2017 assembly polls, the BJP's
vote share experienced an eight
percent surge in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. In contrast, the
combined vote share of the
Samajwadi Party (SP), BSP, and
RLD, who had formed a pre-poll
alliance, witnessed a significant
decline. Even the Congress faced
a noticeable drop in its vote
share compared to 2017. Riding
high on the popularity of the
Prime Minister, the BJPwitnessed its vote share rising

from 41.57% in the 2017elections to an impressive 49.6%.
The political landscape in

Uttar Pradesh is complex and
dynamic, where electoralnarratives are multifaceted. The

return of Rahul Gandhi and the
potential entry of Priyanka
Gandhi are undoubtedly pivotal
elements of the INDIA alliance's
strategy. However, the road to
challenging the BJP's dominance
is far from straightforward. The
upcoming months will bemarked by relentless political

maneuvering, calculated moves,
and strategic decisions that will
shape the destiny of millions.As the Congress endeavors

to rewrite its narrative in Uttar
Pradesh, it must confront not
only the BJP but also theintricacies of caste dynamics,

regional affiliations, and the
aspirations of a diverse populace.
The unfolding chapters in this
political saga will reveal whether
Congress and its allies can

successfully disrupt theprevailing order and establish a
new equilibrium that resonates
with the people of Uttar Pradesh.
The story is in motion, the stakes
are high, and the climax of this
political epic remains yet to be
unveiled.

Within the Congress circles,
there's a buzz surrounding the
possibility of Priyanka Gandhi
contesting from the Rae Bareli
Lok Sabha constituency, which is
presently represented by her
mother, the former Congress
president Sonia Gandhi. This
speculation arises from the
potential retirement of Sonia
Gandhi due to health concerns.

Amethi, traditionally a
stronghold of the Gandhi family,
experienced a seismic shift in the
2019 general election when
Smriti Irani of the BJP defeated
Rahul Gandhi, who had held the
seat since 2004. Currently, Rahul
Gandhi represents Wayanad in
Kerala as an MP. Meanwhile,
Sonia Gandhi remains the sole
Congress parliamentarian from
Uttar Pradesh, representing Rae
Bareli. Following the state polls
last year, the party's presence in
the state legislature dwindled to a
mere two seats out of the 403-
member UP House.The newly-appointed UP

congress president Ajay Rai,
belonging to the upper-caste
Bhumihar community, had
previously contested against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
from Varanasi in both the 2014
and 2019 Lok Sabha elections.
His appointment as the UP
Congress chief signals the
Congress strategy to alsoaggressively woo the upper caste

votes.
Apart from thesedevelopments, the Congress

also hopes to leverage the

second phase of Rahul Gandhi-
led 'Bharat Jodo Yatra' toinvigorate its cadres and infuse

new energy into the INDIA
alliance in Uttar Pradesh.
There's a likelihood that Rahul
will dedicate nearly two weeks
to the state during theupcoming phase of his yatra,

commencing from Gujarat.
During the first phase of this
yatra, Rahul covered just four
districts in UP, walking over
130km from Ghaziabad, and
encompassing parts of Shamli
and Baghpat before entering
Haryana.

It is anticipated that this
time, Rahul's presence in UP
during the second phase of the
Bharat Jodo yatra would span
over two weeks and cover
around two dozen parliamentary
constituencies.However, the Congress faces

a substantial challenge in Uttar
Pradesh. Beyond aiding the
INDIA alliance, the party cannot
aspire to emerge as a significant
contender solely by fielding
Rahul, Priyanka, or Kharge from
the state.

Uttar Pradesh has undergone
a profound politicaltransformation over the last

three decades. The Congress has
witnessed a gradual decline
during this period, while the BJP
and regional forces haveascended. This transformation is

evident in the shifting vote
shares of these parties in both
Lok Sabha and Assemblyelections.

The Congress secured 54
Lok Sabha seats in the 1991 Lok
Sabha polls, but by 1996, the SP
and BSP had solidified their
positions, heralding the rise of
regional powerhouses. The SP
secured 32 seats, while the
Congress grappled withmaintaining its influence amidst

this evolving scenario.The 2000s brought further
fragmentation, with the BS
gaining

sustain its position in the state's
political hierarchy.Several factors contributed to

the Congress's decline and the
rise of new powerhouses in Uttar
Pradesh. One significant aspect
was the emergence of caste-
based politics. The SP, under
Mulayam Singh Yadav, and the
BSP, under Mayawati'sleadership, capitalized on caste

affiliations, resonating with
specific voter segments. The
Congress's inability to effectively
address these caste dynamics
cost it crucial support.The leadership vacuum

within Congress also played a
pivotal role in its decline.Infighting, factionalism, and a

lack of a cohesive strategy led to
weakened unity and credibility.
As a result, charismatic leaders
from regional parties, like
Mayawati and Mulayam Singh
Yadav, filled the leadership void,
further overshadowing the
Congress' influence.Shifts in voter aspirations

also contributed to thetransformation. The electorate
sought leaders who couldaddress immediate concerns,

provide effective governance,
and align with their identity. The
Congress's failure to meet these
evolving expectations pushed
voters toward parties thatresonated more effectively with

their needs, like the BJP'sdevelopment-oriented agenda.
As the BJP continues to

consolidate its stronghold over
Uttar Pradesh's politics, the
Congress is faced with the
daunting task of reshaping its
narrative, rejuvenating itsleadership, and reestablishing a

connection with the electorate.
Its resurgence hinges on its
ability to learn from pastexperiences, navigate theintricate web of the state's socio

political dynamiit lf

“CAN RAHUL, PRIYANKADISRUPT UP’S POLITICAL SCENARIO?

“CAN RAHUL, PRIYANKA
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Astretch about 50 metres
long on the Rishikesh-

Badrinath National Highway
near Pursari village is show-
ing signs of land subsidence
with cracks appearing on it.

The stretch located
between Chamoli  and
Nandprayag is apparently
sinking towards the
Alaknanda River. Alarmed
by the situation, authorities
have warned vehicles coming
from the mountainside to go
slow.

A police team has been
deployed on the affected spot
to alert the drivers.

The subsidence-sensitive
spot has been demarcated
with reflective tapes for the
safety of vehicles and drivers
are being asked to drive care-
ful ly,  Traf f ic  Inspector
Praveen Alok said.

Land subsidence near
Pursari increased after the

Kedarnath disaster in 2013.
As a result, the govern-

ment undertook a road sta-
bilisation project roping in big
companies and experts from
the area and constructed con-
crete blocks along the banks
of the Alaknanda at the cost
of crores of rupees after which
the subsidence stopped.

However, the place is
showing signs of erosion
again.

The engineers of the
National Highways Authority
of India are making efforts to
repair the landslide-prone
area by filling the cracks with
soil and stones, a govern-
ment official said.

Heavy rain this monsoon
has not only led to the emer-
gence of fresh landslide points
along the highway but has
also activated old ones due to
which the traffic is getting

disrupted frequently, he said.
National Highways and

Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited (NHID-
CL) General  Manager
Shailendra Kumar, who is
involved in the construction
of the National Highway in
the area, told PTI that to
prevent landslides, concrete
blocks had been constructed
on the banks of  the
Alaknanda which had
stopped the erosion of the
river.

The road had since been
stable but the rise in the
water level in the Alaknanda
is making water flow over the
concrete blocks which may
have led to increased subsi-
dence in the area, Kumar
said.

“About 50 metres of the
road is affected. As a tempo-
rary remedy, the road is being
repaired by pouring mud and
stones into the cracks and fill-
ing them,” he said.
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Amid speculation that
Congress was looking at

inducting leaders from other
parties in Karnataka, ahead of
Lok Sabha polls, BJP leader C
T Ravi on Saturday warned the
ruling party of a strong retali-
ation. The former BJP nation-
al general secretary advised the
Congress to focus on giving
good administration as it has
full majority in the Assembly,
and not to indulge in any mis-
adventure.

“I want to tell Congress
people --you won in the elec-
tion, you got 135 seats, also
independents are supporting
your government, so focus on
giving good administration.
Leaving that if you try to do too
much, we know how to do
Operation Hasta-- the hand,
which is Congress’ symbol--
(like Operation Lotus). If we do
it, you know what will be the
consequence,” Ravi said. 

Speaking to reporters here,

he said Congress need not
worry about numbers as it has
a clear majority, despite that if
it tries to play too much, the sit-
uation will be bad, and advised
the ruling party not to bring
itself to such a situation.

“You (Congress) have a
clear majority, give good
administration for which the
people have voted to power,
instead of that if you try to do
something unnecessary, we are
not the sort of people who will
remain silent, and if we do
something -- I can say this
much -- you will not be able to
raise or get up -- if they
(Congress) cross limits it is not

right for me to say what we will
do, but one can touch and feel
it,” he said.

There have been specula-
tion in political and media
circles in the state that few lead-
ers and sitting MLAs from the
opposition -- especially the
BJP, who had earlier quit the
Congress, leading to the col-
lapse of the then Congress-
JD(S) coalition government in
2019 -- will be rejoining the
party ahead of the Lok Sabha
polls.

State Congress president
and Deputy Chief Minister D
K Shivakumar’s statement on
Wednesday that several polit-
ical workers were willing to join
the party, and a decision will be
taken keeping in mind party
interest and aimed at increas-
ing the votes share in Lok
Sabha polls, has added to the
speculations.

Pointing out that after 2018
Assembly polls, BJP had got
104 seats and no party had got
a clear majority, Ravi trying to

defend defections of Congress-
JD(S) MLAs to BJP in 2019
said, “Congress-JD(S) tried to
run a coalition government
but within three months, situ-
ation had turned to worst
between the alliance partners,
and they also lost Lok Sabha
polls despite a joint contest.” 

“As there was a sense of
uncertainty and anarchy, they
(Congress and JDS MLAs) felt
BJP was an alternative and
came out,” he said, noting that
the situation is not similar
now, as Congress has a clear
majority.

Asserting that no one will
quit BJP and go, Ravi said
Congress is not in a position to
keep its own senior leaders in
good terms, and everything is
not good within the ruling
party.

“I don’t think anyone will
go...Despite that if Congress
tries to do something exces-
sively, we know how to save our
party and respond politically,”
he added.
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Adesign collection show
on the theme of

‘Ayurvastram’ was presented
by the National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT)
Gandhinagar at the G20 meet
of deputies and health minis-
ters here, the premier institute
said on Saturday.

The design show, which
was organised on Friday, is a
collection of 60 hand-crafted
ensembles, extending the
spirit of thousands of years of
Indian wisdom marked by
the idea of ‘Ayurvastram’
(clothing for health), NIFT
Gandhinagar Director Sameer
Sood said.

“Clothes and clothing for
one’s purity and well-being
has been an integral part of
Indian thought as articulated
in ancient Vedic scriptures,”
the institute said in a release.

NIFT Gandhinagar curat-
ed the cultural fashion show

extending Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision on
Mission LiFE and the corre-
sponding concept of Ayurda
(giver of life) and Ayush
(healthy l i fe)  through
Ayurvastram (clothing for
health), the release said.

Each of five collections,
namely ‘Jannan’ (origin of
life), ‘Poshan’ (nurturing life),
‘Rakshan’ (caring of life),
‘Vardhan’ (flourishing life)
and ‘Parayan’ (enshrining life)
incorporates the medicinal
properties of indigenous
plants and herbs as prescribed
in Ayurveda, Sood said.
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Athree-member delegation
of Tibetan parliament in

exile on Saturday claimed
that their country is in a crit-
ical situation under the
Chinese regime. 

Claiming that Tibet is
ranked as the least free coun-
try in the world as per the
Freedom Index report of the
Freedom House for the third
consecutive year, the delega-
tion appealed to the Indian
government to call on the
Chinese government to re-
engage in dialogue with the
Dalai Lama without precon-
ditions to resolve the Tibet-
China conflict.

“The situation in Tibet
has deteriorated to the extent
of cultural genocide and total
annihilation of Tibetan iden-
tity,” Youdon Aukatsang said.

Apart from her, Geshi
Monlam Tharchin and Tashi
Dhondup are members of the
delegation visiting West
Bengal, Sikkim and Odisha to
highlight the Tibetan cause.

“We are looking for gen-

uine autonomy for Tibet
where Tibetans will have all
the internal autonomy in
terms of education, develop-
ment and environment. We
want a totally demilitarised
zone,” she said. 

The members of the del-
egation said UN human rights
experts have expressed seri-
ous concern over large-scale
colonial boarding schools in
Tibet.

Alleging cultural geno-
cide, they claimed that thou-
sands of Tibetan children
were being taken to boarding

schools to wipe out their
Tibetan identity.

Stating that the Tibetans
in India are very grateful to
the country’s government and
people for having them here,
Tharchin said, “while we are
flourishing here, our Tibetan
brothers and sisters are suf-
fering there.” 

Asserting that the future
of the Tibetan freedom move-
ment is very strong, she said,
“We have been very resilient
and hopeful; we have been in
exile for over 64 years but our
struggle is going on.”
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The opposition BJP and
Congress on Saturday hit

out at the BRS government
over the alleged “abuse and
assault” on a tribal woman in
a police station here and
demanded that the govern-
ment provide help to her.

Slamming the BRS gov-
ernment for allegedly not

responding on the incident so
far, BJP MLA Eatala Rajender
demanded that those respon-
sible should be arrested after
registering a case under the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention

of Atrocities) Act.
There should be an

inquiry into the incident and
those involved should be
removed from service, he
said.

Former Congress MP
Madhu Yashki  Goud
demanded that the govern-
ment provide medical aid
and ex-gratia to the woman.

He said the Congress
would also take up the issue
with State Human Rights
Commission. 

Telangana Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan on
Friday sought a report from
senior government officials
regarding the al leged
assault on the woman.

Soundararajan was
deeply anguished upon
learning about the alleged
assault of “Lambada tribal
woman at a police station in
R a c h a k o n d a
Commissionarate limits on
August 15 through media
reports,” a Raj Bhavan press
communique had said on
Friday. She has called for a
detailed report on the inci-
dent from the Chief
Secretary, the Director
General of Police and the
Commissioner of Police,
Rachakonda, within 48
hours, it said.
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From Page 1
Rahul shared several pic-

tures of his motorcycle expe-
dition from Leh to Pangong
on his social media account
with a caption “On our way to
Pangong lake, which my
father used to say, is one of
the most beautiful places in
the world.”

“On Sunday, he is leaving
for Nubra Valley on the
motorcycle for a night stay
there. En route, he is likely to
meet commoners including
shopkeepers and farmers,”
Namgyal said, adding he will
be back in Leh on Monday.

Though the trip was
described by his party col-
leagues in Leh as “non-polit-
ical” with no consideration of
next year’s parliamentary elec-
tions, Rahul was given a warm

welcome by party workers
on his arrival on Thursday.

He also had a meeting
with party colleagues and
interacted with the youth
besides watching a football
match between two local
clubs.

Rahul will be visiting
Kargil district either on
Monday or Tuesday, the
Congress spokesperson said,
adding he is likely to interact
with party workers and peo-
ple, especially the youth,
there.

The visit of Rahul to the
district assumes significance
as LAHDC, Kargil is going to
polls on September 10. The
National Conference and the
Congress have a lready
announced a pre-poll alliance
for the hill council elections.
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From Page 1
Consequently, the bench instructed the Supreme Court’s sec-

retary general to communicate with the Registrar General of the
Gujarat High Court and verify whether the contested order had
been published. The petitioner was represented by advocate Vishal
Arun Mishra in the apex court.

The petitioner’s counsel further explained to the bench that
the woman was in her 26th week of pregnancy when the med-
ical board was constituted. The bench questioned the purpose
of postponing the case from August 11 to August 23 and the loss
of valuable time in the interim.

The court observed that precious days had been squandered
due to these delays. When the petitioner initially approached the
high court seeking pregnancy termination, she was already 26
weeks pregnant. The apex court urged for a sense of urgency in
handling such cases and criticized the casual approach of treat-
ing them as ordinary cases with routine adjournments.

The Supreme Court scheduled the case as the first item on
the docket for August 21. Additionally, the bench summoned a
response from the state government and relevant agencies regard-
ing the plea.
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Congress Saturday suspend-
ed Abohar MLA Sandeep

Jakhar from the party for
allegedly indulging in “anti-
party activities.”

The action against Jakhar
came following a complaint
filed by Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring.

Jakhar is the nephew of
Punjab BJP chief Sunil Jakhar
who had last year left the
Congress.

Punjab Congress posted a
communication on X and said,
“Sandeep Jakhar is suspended
from the party with immediate
effect.”

According to the party’s
communication to Jakhar,
Congress general secretary
Tariq Anwar said “You have not
been participating in any of the
party programmes including
Bharat Jodo Yatra” and also
“The house in which you stay
is a common accommodation
on which a BJP flag flies atop.”

The communication also

alleged open rebellion against
party’s on Jakhar’s part.

“You have been speaking
against the party and the PCC
president and also you are
openly defending your uncle
Sunil Jakhar,” it read.

“After careful considera-
tion, the DAC (Disciplinary
Action Committee) has decid-
ed to place you under suspen-
sion from the party with imme-
diate effect,” wrote Anwar, a
DAC member.

Jakhar, the first time MLA,
and Warring had earlier
engaged in a war of words.

Warring had once dared
Jakhar to resign from the
Congress and get a fresh man-
date “if he was so confident
about their support in Abohar.”
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Senior Trinamool Congress
leader and city mayor Firhad

Hakim’s son-in-law joined the
opposition Congress here on
Saturday. 

Yasser Haider, who is
known for his close relation
with TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee and was once the
state secretary of the party’s
youth wing, had quit the party
early this year. 

Speaking about his rea-
sons for quitting TMC and
joining Congress, Haider
expressed his “unhappiness”
over his name being “mysteri-
ously” removed as the party’s
youth state secretary.

“I was not known as a
political leader but as a social
worker. I have close associa-
tions with people at the grass-
roots level. 

I worked day in and day
out for the party but did not get
any reward for that. In 2019, I
found my name missing,” he
said.

He joined Congress in the
presence of Chowdhury.
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The Congress on Saturday
termed as “strange” the

charges of non-cooperation
levelled by Kerala Finance
Minister K N Balagopal
against its MPs in getting
deserved allocations from the
Centre, and said he was try-
ing to cover up his own
incompetence by raising base-
less allegations.

Categorically rejecting the
minister’s charge that none of
the Congress-led UDF MPs
had gone to submit a memo-
randum to Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
detailing the state’s demands,
the grand old party said they
were not invited by him for
the purpose.

There was no need for any
UDF MPs to go for handing
over the memorandum with-
out any proper invitation,
Leader of Opposition in the
state Assembly V D Satheesan
said here.

“ The state Finance
Minister’s allegation that the
non-cooperation by the UDF
MPs in submitting a com-
plaint to the Centre is the
cause of the state’s financial
crisis is strange,” he told
reporters.

At the onset, it should be
made clear why the Centre
was denying funds to the
state, he said.

The LoP further said the
opposition had warned sev-
eral times inside and outside
the Assembly that thousands
of crores of rupees borrowed
outside the state budget for
the Kerala State Infrastructure
Investment Fund Board
(KIIFB) and pension fund
would finally come under the
budget limit.

The alarming financial
position of the state was also
mentioned in the White
Papers released by the
Congress-UDF recently, he
pointed out.

“The current fiscal crisis
is due to the state govern-
ment’s mismanagement and
failure in collecting taxes,”
Satheesan alleged.

When GST came to exis-
tence, all states had changed
their tax collection system but
Kerala was reluctant to do it
and so the state had no tax
revenue now, he further
charged.

The southern state should
have received the highest tax
revenue through GST but it
receives only less than 10 per
cent now, he said and alleged
that though tax collection is
less, extravagance and cor-
ruption are high in the state.

The mismanagement and
indiscriminate borrowing
outside the budget during
the time of the first Pinarayi
Vijayan government have
pushed the state to the present
financial crisis, Satheesan
said.
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A32-year-old man was
stabbed to death, and two

others sustained injuries with
knives attacked in three sepa-
rate incidents where three rob-
bers went on a stabbing spree
in North East Delhi’s Welcome
area on Friday night, police said
on Saturday, adding they have
arrested two of the three
accused. Police said they
received three PCR calls relat-
ed to incidents of stabbing at
the Welcome police station
between Friday night and early
Saturday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Gufran (32), while the
two injured have been identi-
fied as Sher Mohd (25) and
Sharik (22), all residents of the
Janta Mazdoor Colony in
Delhi. According to police,
three calls related to incidents
of stabbing were received at the
Welcome police station
between 11.30 pm on Friday
and 1.02 am on Saturday.Sher
Mohammad (25) of Janta
Mazdoor Colony in Welcome

was stabbed in his abdomen,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (northeast) Joy Tirkey
said, adding that the man
somehow managed to save
himself by hiding inside a
house.

The second call came
around 12.20 am. Gurfan, a res-
ident of the same colony, was
stabbed in his back, the DCP
said. He said Gurfan suc-
cumbed to injuries and his
mobile phone was taken away.

The third victim, Sharik
(22), also a resident of the Janta
Mazdoor Colony, was stabbed
in his neck. He ran away and
managed to save himself, police
said. All three accused are
known ruffians and two of
them have past criminal
records, police added. 

The DCP said two of the
assailants have been appre-
hended – Kapil Chaudhary
(25) and Sohail (22).
Chaudhary has past criminal
records and was arrested in
2021 for an attempt to murder
and in 2022 for a stabbing inci-
dent. He came out of jail three

months ago. The robbed
mobile phone and a blood-
stained knife were found in his
possession, Tirkey said. He
identified the third accused as
Sameer.

Upon interrogation, the
arrested accused revealed that
the three of them were drink-
ing at night and hatched a plan
to rob people and hence went
on a stabbing and robbery
spree in the area. Two blood-
stained knives and a mobile
phone were recovered from the
two accused.  They had bought
recently from the Ballimaran
area, police said.

A case under sections 302
(murder), 307 (attempt to mur-
der), 392 (punishment for rob-
bery), 397 (robbery, or dacoity,
with an attempt to cause death
or grievous hurt) and 34 (com-
mon intention) of the IPC has
been registered, they said.

Efforts are being made to
trace Sameer. He was involved
in criminal activities in the past
and was arrested for robbery
under provisions of the Arms
Act in 2022, police said.
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Increasing the number of
CCTV cameras for better

monitoring and elevating
underground pumps to clear
accumulated water are among
the measures being taken by
the public works department of
Delhi as part of its rain con-
tingency plan for the G20
Summit.

Many areas of the nation-
al capital were inundated last
month due to a rise in the water
level in the Yamuna, leading to
a situation where 27,000 peo-
ple had to be evacuated from
the floodplains along the river.

The areas of Rajghat,
Pragati Maidan Tunnel and
Bhairon Road, which are like-
ly to be frequented by delegates
during the summit, were flood-
ed too, giving rise to concerns.

“We have prepared a rain
contingency plan for the sum-
mit. We have increased the
number of CCTV cameras
installed on various roads to
monitor them round the clock.
Apart from this, the under-
ground pumps that were sub-

merged during the floods have
been reinstalled at a height,” a
PWD official said.

Ten locations have been
identified to prevent water-
logging in case there is a heavy
downpour. These include the
areas around the gates of ITPO,
the venue for the summit, the
Pragati Maidan tunnel, Tilak
Marg near the Patiala House
Court, the underpass near the
ITO skywalk and the
Indraprastha Marg opposite
PWD headquarters.

According to an official, 72
CCTV cameras have been
installed inside the Pragati
Maidan tunnel as it is likely to
be used by delegates. Some of

these cameras have been
installed by the Delhi Police, he
added.

Sixteen permanent pumps
with a total capacity of 540 kilo-
watts are functioning inside the
tunnel. Apart from these, six
mobile pumps of 40 HP each
have been deployed, the official
further said. 

The Indraprastha Marg
stretch opposite the PWD
headquarters was also one of
the locations inundated fol-
lowing the heavy rainfall last
month. Seven pumps with a
total capacity of 337 HP are
functioning there with two
mobile pumps of 50 HP each
kept on standby. “The PWD

control room is monitoring the
locations under it through
CCTV cameras. In case any-
thing is observed, officials con-
cerned are alerted. At the time
of the summit, our teams will
be stationed at locations where
the delegates will be present to
address any problem that might
arise,” the official said.

The G20 Summit under
India's presidency will take
place on September 9 and 10.
The main venue for the G20
Leaders' Summit will be a
recently-inaugurated conven-
tion complex at Pragati
Maidan.

Ahead of the G20 Summit,
the PWD and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi were
directed to frame a contingency
plan to deal with possible
waterlogging in case of heavy
rain in the city, the lieutenant
governor's office said earlier
this month.

Several parts of Delhi,
including those close to the
venue of the summit, faced
flooding last month due to
rains and the overflowing
Yamuna river.
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Heavy rainfall lashed parts
of Delhi and the National

Capital Region, including
Noida, Gurugram on Saturday
morning, leading to severe
waterlogging, traffic jam and
bringing much-needed respite
from sultry weather condi-
tions experienced over the last
few days. 

While the rain brought
much-needed respite from sul-
try weather conditions, sever-
al commuters took to X (for-
merly Twitter) to complain
about traffic snarls, requesting

Delhi Police to take action.
Visuals from the Delhi-

Gurugram Expressway in
Haryana showed people strug-

gling on flooded roads with the
water reaching above their
knees.  According to Gurugram
police, heavy rainfall on
Saturday morning led to water-
logging in several parts of
Gurugram, including the
Narsinghpur stretch of the
Delhi-Jaipur highway. 

While there were no
reports of major traffic con-
gestions, vehicular movement
was slow on the highway for
some time and school stu-
dents and office goers faced
inconveniences, they said. 

In addition to the usual
spots on arterial roads that get
waterlogged, some internal
roads were inundated too on
Saturday. According to the dis-
trict administration, the city
received 66 mm of rainfall
between 5:10 am and 6.30 am.

The areas affected includ-
ed Narsinghpur, Golf Course
Road Extension, Pataudi

Chowk, Udyog Vihar, AIT
Chowk, Sohna Road, Subhash
Chowk, Vatika Chowk, sectors
four, nine, 10, 14, 38, 45, 54 and
100 to 104, and Basai road but
no major traffic congestion
was reported, the traffic police
said. Traffic movement was
not affected anywhere and traf-
fic personnel are stationed
across the city to deal with any
situation, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic) Virender Vij said. 

Similar visuals surfaced
from Delhi's Outer Ring Road,
Bahadurgarh Road, among
others.  The situation wors-
ened, the Delhi Traffic Police
asked the commuters to avoid
certain routes that were water-
logged due to rain. “Traffic is
affected on Outer Ring Road
and connected stretches due to
waterlogging in both the car-
riageways of Bhera Enclave
underpass. Kindly avoid the

stretch,” it tweeted. In a sepa-
rate tweet, it informed about
traffic being affected on
Bahadurgarh Road due to
waterlogging.”Traffic is affect-
ed on Bahadurgarh Road in
carriageway from Bahadurgarh
Stand, Firni Road, Najafgarh
towards PTC Jharoda Kalan
due to waterlogging. One car-
riageway is already affected
due to DJB work. Kindly avoid
the stretch,” it said.

Additionally, it also
informed about the traffic jams
on Rohtak Road in carriageway
from Peeragarhi towards
Punjabi Bagh; and Ring Road
in the carriageway from Bharat
Darshan Park towards round-
about Punjabi Bagh but their
reasons were not rain-related. 

Meanwhile, some com-
muters tagged traffic police
on X, drawing their attention
towards certain other affected
routes.”
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The BJP on Saturday charged
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal masters the art of
selling of dreams and is an
expert in spreading lies when
he goes to other States.  These
claims were made by Delhi BJP
President Virendra Sachdeva
and Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri.

Sachedva said Kejriwal
showed a dream of turning
Delhi into Singapore in 2018
but five years later Delhi has
not seen any development or
beautification projects.  All
the major infrastructure or
beautification projects Delhi
has seen in last 9 years have
come from the central funds,
he claimed.

The BJP chief said for last
two years Kejriwal has been
been City of Lakes dream but
nothing has come into exis-
tence. On the other hand Lt.
Governor of Delhi has suc-
cessfully cleaned and revived
Sahibi river which had been
turned into Najafgarh drain
and developed Asita East Ghat
on Yamuna bank.

Kejriwal's claim that my
idea of City of Lakes has found
place in Bloomberg is laugh-
able. Some months ago
Kejriwal government had
claimed that our government
schools have been showcased
by New York Times and Dubai
Times but a day later it proved

to be a sponsored story,
Sachdeva said. Similarly,
Kejriwal has claimed interna-
tional recognition for his
Mohalla Clinics concept which
not only badly let down
Delhiites during covid phase
but even today they are a flop
show with doctors and medi-
cines missing and no facility for
medical tests therein, he
charged.

Claiming that Kejriwal
spreads lies when he visits
other states, Bidhuri said peo-
ple of Delhi have already
understood his corrupt practice
very well, and people from
other states are not falling for
Kejriwal's deceptive tactics
either.

Bidhuri referred to Chief
Minister Kejriwal's recent
statement given in
Chhattisgarh as a complete
falsehood, in which he claimed
that before coming to power, in
2014, there used to be power
cuts for seven to eight hours in
Delhi.

Bidhuri emphasized that
improvements were made
afterwards when electricity was
privatized in Delhi. When
Kejriwal came to power, there
was no electricity shortage
issue in Delhi and a round-the-
clock electricity supply. He is
trying to take false credit for it.

Bidhuri mentioned that
Kejriwal is not a provider of 24-
hour electricity to the public
but an expert magician in the
art of deception. 

��
������������� !%."�%$)�

Sukesh Chandrasekhar, the
alleged conman lodged in

jail in a Rs 200-crore extortion
and cheating case has written
a fresh letter to Delhi L-G,
accusing Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and former Health
Minister Satyendar Jain of
flouting rules to award medical
contracts to a private firm,
Metropolis Laboratory and
Pathology Centers. He alleged
that Rs 13 crore was given to
AAP by the private firm for the
Goa elections.

“Kejriwal’s Government in
Delhi has awarded multiple
medical contracts to a private
firm, Metropolis Laboratory
and Pathology Centers, to
process blood and other
biosamples of various hospitals
under the Delhi Government,
mainly for all Delhi Jail
inmates. 

The reason for filing this
application/complaint is

because during the last Goa
elections, a payment of Rs 13
crores was collected in 3
tranches from the office of
Metropolis labs in Mumbai by
my staff on the instructions of
Satyender Jain given to me,”
reads his letter.

Chandrashekhar has fur-
ther alleged that in one of the
FaceTime chats, Jain and
Kejriwal had mentioned that
the director of Metropolis is a
close friend and he is con-
tributing funds, as they have

helped the company, and the
amount should be collected
from Mumbai and sent to Goa
and Bengaluru.”Thereafter, my
staff collected the amount of 13
crores in two tranches from the
office of Metropolis in Mumbai
in a matter of 7-8 hours, and
constant coordination was
done by Jain. 

Out of 13 crores, 5 crores
were sent to Bengaluru, to
cousins of Jain, Dr. Himesh,
who lives in Indranagar,
Bengaluru. The balance of 8
crores was sent to Goa, which
was collected by unknown per-
sons whose details were sent by
Jain,’ Chandrashekhar alleges in
his letter.

Chandrashekhar claimed
that after the delivery of the
said funds, Kejriwal personal-
ly called up and thanked him
on a FaceTime call and request-
ed the L-G to get the contracts
given to Metropolis Labs by
Kejriwal’s government investi-
gated in detail. 
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With the arrest of two
members,  the Delhi

Police Special Cell claimed to
have busted an inter-State drug
cartel operating in the Delhi-
National Capital Region with
links to Manipur and Myanmar
in the Mangolpuri Industrial
Area in the national capital.
During the raids, sleuths recov-
ered over 56 kgs of opium esti-
mated to be Rs 40 crore in the
international market. 

The duo identified as
Paramjeet Singh (53) and Raj
Kumar (38), had brought
opium from the North-Eastern
states and which was meant for
supply to different parts of the
country. Besides, a truck, sev-
eral mobile handsets, and SIM
cards used in the drug traf-
ficking activities have also been
recovered from them, officials
said. According to police, on
July 20, a specific information
was received about Paramjeet

and Raj Kumar, both residents
of Jammu, who are indulged in
drug trafficking activities on
the directions of one Nirmal, a
resident of Bokajan, Assam.

“It was revealed that both
of them, on the directions of
Nirmal, after procuring the
supply of opium from
Thangmai, a resident of
Manipur, would come in truck
at Mangolpuri Industrial Area,”
said the Special Commissioner
of Police (special cell) HGS
Dhaliwal.

“A trap was laid and
Paramjeet and Raj apprehend-
ed,” said the official. On sus-
tained interrogation, the duo
revealed that they were part of

an interstate narcotics syndi-
cate.”Paramjeet disclosed that
he had been involved in drug
trafficking activities for the
last two years. He further dis-
closed that he procured recov-
ered opium from Thangmai, a
resident of Manipur, on the
directions of Nirmal, a resident
of Bokajan, Assam. 

He further divulged that he
worked as a carrier for Nirmal,
and on his directions, he
received supplies of opium and
further supplied the same to
various persons in Bihar, West
Bengal, and Delhi/NCR,” said
the Special CP.

“He further revealed that
Nirmal used to communicate
with Thangmai via mobile
phone and accordingly, would
direct him to receive supplies
of opium from suppliers at var-
ious places in Manipur and
Nagaland. He used to travel in
his truck up to the hilly areas
of Manipur and Nagaland,”
the Special CP.
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The Delhi High Court has
quashed a criminal com-

plaint under the customs law
against a 26-year-old woman
national level shooter whose
father was found using her
licence in the alleged import of
firearms, saying she ought not
to be punished for the pur-
ported acts of her father.

The high court said prima
facie no case is made out
against petitioner Disha
Langan under the provisions of
the Customs Act as the allega-
tions against her do not dis-
close the essential ingredients
of the offence she is charge with
and no presumption can be
drawn that she had knowledge
of the alleged offences com-
mitted by her father.

“Considering the fact that
the petitioner is a young girl of
26 years with a bright future
ahead and who while studying
law is also keeping her aspira-
tions flying high through
shooting and bringing laurels
for the country, this court is of
the considered opinion that she
ought not to be punished for
the alleged acts of her father
solely on the pretext of her
license being used by him,”
Justice Saurabh Banerjee said.

The high court said it is a
general practice in most, if not
all, Indian families that a stu-
dent studying in school, college,
or university, and that too
when it happens to be in anoth-
er state or country, it is the fam-
ily, primarily the parents, who
play the role of supporting
them and fill in for them.

Gurugram: Two women were
killed and five people, includ-
ing a child, injured after a
speeding truck hit their car on
the Karawal-Sohna Road in
Gurugram, police said on
Saturday.

The accident occurred late
on Friday. The women died in
hospital while the injured are
undergoing treatment at a pri-
vate health care facility in
Gurugram, they said. The truck
driver fled with his vehicle
after the accident, the police
added.

Inderpal, a resident of
Dohla village near Sohna, said
in his police complaint that the
accident occurred near the
Karanki turn at 7.30 pm on
Friday when they were return-
ing in their car from Bhadak
village in Uttar Pradesh's
Aligarh district.

There were seven people,
including a one-and-a-half-
year old child, in the car at that
time.”When our car, being dri-
ven by my brother Hariom,
reached near the Karanki turn,
it was hit by a speeding canter
(truck) coming from
Harchandpur village side.  SR
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New Delhi: A 42-year-old man
was arrested for allegedly dup-
ing people by providing them
with fake Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
certificates. The arrested accused
has been identified as Manish
Poddar, a resident of Greater
Noida in Uttar Pradesh, accord-
ing to police. 

A sweet shop owner, in his
complaint on July 23, said he set
up a new workshop in the
Naraina Industrial Area and an
outlet at Pitampura and required
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) certificates
to run those. He met Poddar,
who claimed to have knowledge
of the DPCC's procedure and,
after taking Rs 2,01,600 (Rs
2.01 lakh) as”fees and consulta-

tion charges”, provided the com-
plainant with four pollution
certificates. These documents
were later found to be fake, a
senior police officer said.
During investigation, the police
received a tip-off that the
accused was hiding at Sector 3
in Greater Noida. After pin-
pointing his specific location, a
trap was laid and Poddar
nabbed, Special Commissioner
of Police (Crime) Ravindra
Singh Yadav said.

Poddar disclosed during
interrogation that he visited
business associations, where he
came in contact with various
businessman and factory/shop
owners who wanted to easily
obtain the DPCC certificates,
Yadav said. Staff Reporter
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Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has

approved the restructuring of
the Delhi Administration
Subordinate Services (DASS)
cadre acceding to a decades-old
demand of officers and
employees, an employees' fed-
eration said on Saturday.

The DASS cadre had not
been restructured since its for-
mation in 1967 despite sever-
al government orders, the
Federation of Officers and
Employees of DASS Cadre said
in a statement.  Saxena earlier
directed to prepare a proposal
in this direction.

A three-member commit-
tee comprising retired IAS offi-

cers S B Shashank and
Kulanand Joshi and serving
IAS officer Y V V J Rajasekhar
was constituted for the purpose
and this committee identified
221 Group 'A' posts which
could be included in 'DASS',
the statement said.  The
Services Department submitted
the proposal to Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar.

Kumar submitted the pro-
posal, along with his recom-
mendation, to Saxena for his
approval.   The lieutenant gov-
ernor has now approved the
proposal for creation of 221
Group 'A' posts in DASS cadre,
it said.   The lieutenant gover-
nor's decision was welcome by
officers and employees of the
DASS cadre, it added.
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ADelhi court will resume
hearing on August 26 the

arguments on whether to frame
charges against former WFI
chief and BJP MP Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh in an alleged
sexual harassment case lodged
against him by women
wrestlers.

The matter, which was
scheduled to be taken up for
hearing on Saturday, was
adjourned for a week because
the judge hearing it was on
leave.

Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Harjeet Singh Jaspal had on
July 20 granted bail to Singh,
along with suspended
Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI) assistant secretary

Vinod Tomar. The Delhi Police
had filed a charge sheet against
the six-time MP on June 15
under sections 354 (assault or
criminal force to woman with
intent to outrage her modesty),
354A (sexual harassment),
354D (stalking) and 506 (crim-
inal intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC). 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Saturday said it has seized dia-
mond and gold jewellery worth
over �24 crore after searches
against a Maharashtra-based
jewellery group, promoted by
the family of a former NCP
MP, and its owners in a money
laundering case linked to
alleged bank loan fraud.

The raids were carried out
on August 17 at 13 premises in
Jalgaon, Nashik and Thane of
Rajmal Lakhichand Jewellers
Pvt Ltd, R L Gold Pvt. Ltd.,
Manraj Jewellers Pvt. Ltd. and
their promoters such as former
NCP Rajya Sabha MP Ishwarlal
Shankarlal Jain Lalwani (77),
his family members including
Manish Ishwarlal Jain Lalwani,

Pushpa Devi and Neetika
Manish Jain, the ED said in a
statement. The money laun-
dering case stems from three
FIRs filed by the CBI against
the accused on charges of loan
fraud of more than �352 crore
at the State Bank of India
(SBI).

Details of 60 properties,
valued at more than �50 crore,
belonging to Rajmal
Lakhichand group have been
gathered during the search
proceedings, apart from two
“benami” properties benefi-
cially owned by Rajmal
Lakhichand and Manish Jain
and located in Jamner, Jalgaon
and surrounding areas, the
agency alleged. 

The agency said it recov-
ered various “discrepancies like
bogus sale-purchase transac-
tions being shown in the books
of accounts with the main
holding company, Rajmal
Lakhichand Jalgaon partner-
ship firm.”

A large amount of stock in
trade was found to be com-
pletely missing, it alleged.
Against a declared stock of
more than 1,284 kg of jewellery,
the ED could trace only around
40 kg of jewellery and the
loans taken against this
declared stock was “siphoned
off ” by showing bogus pur-
chases for non-existent jew-
ellery, it said. 

“The promoters failed to
produce any supportive docu-
ment to prove genuine utilisa-
tion of the loans by the three
accused companies- Rajmal
Lakhichand Jewellers Pvt. Ltd.,
R L Gold Pvt. Ltd., and Manraj
Jewellers Pvt Ltd. In fact they
admitted that purposefully, no
books of accounts, ledgers,
stock registers, invoices or any
supportive documents were
maintained for the 2003-2014
fiscal (loan disbursement peri-
od),” it said. 
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The Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) of

India has asked the
Government to bring the pri-
vate tea research institutions
(TRIs) under the ambit of the
auditor given that they were
being granted huge funds by
the Tea Board of India without
any check.

The top auditor in its
report tabled in Parliament
recently, also took exception
that the private TRIs were
incurring a larger chunk of
grants for administrative pur-
pose, as high as 92 per cent
rather than on the research
activities.

Also, said the report,
“funds extended for conduct-
ing research work by Darjeeling
Tea Research & Development
Centre (DTR&DC) for
Darjeeling tea industry were
insignificant as compared to

funds extended to private
TRIs.” It is recommended that
as a substantial amount of
grants is disbursed to private
TRIs by Tea Board India, a
mechanism should be devised
for bringing them under the
scope of audit, said the report.

The Research Directorate
of Tea Board co-ordinates tea
research in the country main-
ly through three TRIs viz., two
private TRIs namely Tea
Research Association (TRA)
for North-East India and
United Planters’ Association of
Southern India–Tea Research
Foundation (UPASI-TRF) for

South India and Darjeeling
Tea Research and Development
Centre (DTR&DC) function-
ing under Tea Board for
Darjeeling tea industry. During
the last five years ending March
2021, Tea Board disbursed
83.46 per cent research related
funds (Rs 66.62 crore) to the
TRA and UPASI-TRF. Out of
the Rs 66.62 crore extended to
private TRIs, only Rs 4.63 crore
(6.95 per cent) was utilised for
research and remaining Rs
61.99 crore (93.05 per cent) was
used for administrative expens-
es. “Further, the Tea Board did
not conduct any audit of these
private TRIs during the period
of the audit. Moreover,
although 80 per cent of the total
expenditure of the two private
TRIs was funded from the
grants-in-aid by the
Government of India, these are
out of the purview of the
Government audit.”

The CAG also pointed out

that while out of total grant of
Rs 79.83 crore received from
the centre, Tea Board dis-
bursed Rs 66.62 crore (83.46
per cent) to TRA and UPASI-
TRF during last five years end-
ing March 2021 and only Rs
3.50 crore (4.38 per cent) was
doled out to the DTR & DC.
On auditing, the CAG found
that out of Rs 66.62 crore
extended to TRA and UPASI-
TRF, Rs61.99 crore (93.05 per
cent) was extended as grants-
in-aid in some specific heads
viz., salary, PF, gratuity, med-
ical, training, printing and sta-
tionery, travelling and vehicle
etc., and only Rs 4.63 crore
(6.95 per cent) was extended as
research grant. 

Thus, instead of spending
the funds on research activities,
a substantial amount was being
spent for administrative pur-
poses. Further, the Research
Directorate under the Tea
Board was to conduct an audit

of accounts of TRA and
UPASI-TRF annually to verify
proper utilisation of funds pro-
vided to these institutions. 

However, the Tea Board
did not conduct any audit of
these organisations during
2016-17 to 2020-21. During the
same period, TRA obtained
only one patent in February
2021 for Iron Filing Extractor
machine and three other
patents filed by them were
awaiting final approval. In the
case of DTR&DC and UPASI-
TRF, no patent was filed. 

Records relating to the tar-
gets for publication of research
papers and filing of patents by
scientists of TRA and UPASI-
TRF were not available with the
Tea Board. Although 80 per
cent of the total expenditure of
the two private TRIs was fund-
ed from the grants-in-aid by
GoI, these are out of the
purview of Government Audit,
the report said.
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Eight States West Bengal,
Punjab, Telangana, Kerala,

Tamil Nadu, Haryana, Bihar
and Rajasthan are lagging
behind in meeting objectives
under Mission Amrit Sarovar
— a campaign to rejuvenate
water bodies — even as the
national target has been
achieved.

Launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
April 2022, Mission Amrit
Sarovar aims to rejuvenate at
least 75 water bodies in every
district. The target was to build
50,000 Amrit Sarovars by
August 15. In May, the ministry
announced that the national

target was achieved ahead of
schedule with the completion
of 50,071 Amrit Sarovars.
States have taken efforts to
achieve the district-level target

of 75 Amrit Sarovars in each
district of the states with the
exception in case of West
Bengal, Punjab, Telangana,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Haryana,

Bihar and Rajasthan where
some of the districts are yet to
achieve the target.

According to the latest
ministry data, of the 1,12,277
(1.12 lakh) Amrit Sarovars
identified, work has started on
81,425. A total 66,278 Amrit
Sarovars have been construct-
ed or rejuvenated.

The mission involves eight
central ministries — rural
development; panchayati raj;
forest, environment and cli-
mate change; railways and road
transport and highways — and
departments, including land
resources, drinking water and
sanitation and water resources.

The mission works
through the states and districts
through refocusing of various

schemes such as the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme, the Fifteenth Finance
Commission Grants and
Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana sub-schemes
such as Watershed
Development Component and
Har Khet Ko Pani and the
states' own schemes. 

It also encourages mobili-
sation of citizen and non-govt
resources for supplementing
these efforts.

The Amrit Sarovar Mission
focuses on water conserva-
tion, people’s participation, and
proper utilization of soil exca-
vated from the water bodies to
boost infrastructure projects,
said the statement.
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Brushing aside reports about
his “missing” from his

office, Afghanistan’s envoy to
India based New Delhi Farid
Mamundzay on Saturday said
he is not missing and is away
from the country for “person-
al and family reasons.”

He also said “I continue
my job as the Afghan
Ambassador to India. I am
presently away from India for
personal and family reasons
and will be returning to the
Embassy in New Delhi in the
near future.”

“India holds a significant
place in our diplomatic rela-
tions, and we recognise its
importance on regional and
global stages. 

“During my absence, the
acting ambassador has effec-
tively managed and overseen

all mission-related activities,”
he said.  

The Ambassador also said
the embassy continues to func-
tion its routine work normal-
ly and has diligently addressed
various matters, ensuring that
the mission’s objectives con-
tinue to be met efficiently.

Incidentally, a few months
ago it was reported that the
Taliban in April had appoint-
ed Qadir Shah, who was work-
ing as a trade councillor in the
Afghanistan Embassy since
2020, to head the mission.
However, it was refuted by offi-
cials. 

The Afghanistan Embassy
then had said an individual
who claims to have been
named “charge d’affaires” by
the Taliban has been respon-
sible for spreading and running
a “baseless and unsubstantiat-
ed campaign against the offi-
cials of the mission including

totally fabricated allegations of
corruption based on an
unsigned letter”. 

“The Embassy appreciates
the consistent position of the
Indian Government for sup-
porting the interests of the
Afghan people, while at the
same time not recognising the
Taliban regime in Kabul, as it
has been the case with demo-
cratic Governments around
the world,” the statement said.

“The mission is committed
to protecting the genuine inter-
ests of the Afghan nationals,
especially in these trying times
and has worked closely with
the Indian authorities on
humanitarian efforts, including
the supply of Covid-19 vac-
cines, medicines and food sup-
plies,” it added.

Ministry of External
Affairs(MEA)had said in June
it was an internal matter of the
Afghanistan Embassy.
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New Delhi: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has alleged that
the RSS-BJP are placing their
own people in key parts of the
institutional structure of the
country and even ministers
have to work with RSS people
to make decisions in their
respective ministries.

Gandhi made the claim
during an interaction with
youngsters at an event in Leh
on Friday. “The foundation of
freedom in India is the
Constitution. The Constitution
is a set of rules and you set the
constitution into action by set-
ting up institutions which sup-
port the vision of the
Constitution - the Lok Sabha,
Rajya Sabha, Planning
Commission, the forces, all
these elements,” he said.

What the BJP-RSS are
doing is placing their own
people in key parts of the insti-
tutional structure, he alleged.
“For example, if you go to the
ministers of the government of
India and ask them 'if you are
actually making the decisions

in your ministries'? They will
tell you that there is a gentle-
man from the RSS who we have
to work with to decide what
happens in our ministry,” he
claimed. Responding to
Gandhi's remarks, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari told Aaj
Tak TV channel his allegations
are laughable and there is no
RSS person in the ministries
with which the ministers work.

On Saturday, Gandhi
undertook a journey on a
motorcycle to Pangong Tso
Lake in Ladakh. Photographs
of Gandhi, wearing biking gear,
along with a few others on
motorcycles heading for the
lake, were released by the party
on its official social media
handles.

“On our way to Pangong
Lake, which my father used to
say, is one of the most beauti-
ful places in the world,” Gandhi
said on Instagram with a pic-
ture of him on the motorcycle.
Gandhi is on a visit to Union
Territory of Ladakh and is
expected to return next week. 
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New Delhi: Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh on
Saturday claimed that the Delhi
Police stopped people from
attending a 'We20 meeting'
organised by activists inside a
building that belongs to the
CPI(M). The police said the
organisers did not inform or
take permission for the gath-
ering in the “sensitive” zone.

The event, scheduled for
Aug 18-20, where activists and
opposition leaders had gath-
ered to raise people's issues, was
being held at the Harkishan
Singh Surjeet Bhawan on Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Marg in a
high-security area. In a post on
X, Ramesh questioned the
police action against the
“peaceful” meeting.The police
said after information was
received, it found that people

were gathered and a tent was
also erected at the building. The
organisers could not produce
any valid permission, a senior
police officer said, adding that
they had not intimated the
police about the programme
and the gathering.

DDU Marg is a sensitive
zone and in view of the upcom-
ing G-20 event, no gathering
without any prior permission
or intimation can be allowed,
hence the organisers were
advised to remove tents and
asked not to continue the pro-
gramme without a valid per-
mission, the officer said.

In the post on X, Ramesh
said the meeting was perfectly
peaceful with no street protests
and while he managed to enter
venue at HKS Surjeet Bhavan
at 10.30 am, it was difficult to
get out. “It is extraordinary that
Delhi Police is stopping people
from attending the We20 meet-
ing organised by activists rep-
resenting 'We, The People',
inside a building that belongs
to the CPM,” Ramesh said.
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LAHORE: Pakistan’s law enforcement agencies on Saturday
claimed to have averted a major terror plot by arresting 13 ter-
rorists, including three ISIS commanders, who were planning
to target important installations across the Punjab province. The
militants were arrested from Lahore, Bahawalpur, Gujranwala,
Mandi Bahauddin, Rawalpindi, Chiniot, Kasur and Multan dur-
ing the last couple of days, the Counter Terrorism Department
(CTD) of Punjab police said in a statement. “The arrested ter-
rorists had planned to target important installations across the
province,” it said. With the arrest, law enforcement agencies foiled
a “major terror plot” in the Punjab province, it said. The arrest-
ed terrorists belong to Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
Daesh (ISIS), Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan and Al-Qaeda. Some 2,360
grams of explosives, one IED bomb, 11 detonators, pistols and
bullets and banned literature have been recovered from them,
the statement said.Last week, the CTD arrested 21 terrorists in
Punjab. Hundreds of terrorists of TTP and ISIS have been nabbed
this year after the truce between the Pakistan government and
TTP ended in November last year. The attacks on security forces
have seen a rise in the country after the truce ended.
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ATHENS: Greek authorities on Saturday rescued nearly 60
migrants in inflatable dinghies trying to cross from Turkey to
the nearby eastern Aegean Sea islands in two separate incidents,
the coast guard said. In recent weeks Greece has seen a rise in
such arrivals, mostly in small unseaworthy boats provided by
smugglers. A coast guard statement said a patrol boat located
41 people early Saturday on a drifting inflatable dinghy off the
island of Lesbos. All were safely evacuated and taken to a recep-
tion centre on the island. Following a chase earlier Saturday, a
coast guard patrol boat stopped another dinghy carrying 17 peo-
ple near the eastern Aegean islets of Arkii. The migrants were
taken to the island of Patmos, while one of them was arrested
on suspicion of belonging to a smuggling ring.
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BEIRUT: A Syrian citizen suspected of being behind a deadly
bombing that killed and wounded dozens near the capital,
Damascus, last month committed suicide when gunmen tried
to detain him in Lebanon where he fled, state-run National News
Agency reported on Saturday. The agency identified the man as
Wissam Dalla and said that he entered Lebanon illegally and was
staying with relatives in a southern suburb of Beirut — a strong-
hold of the militant group Hezbollah — where he was planning
another “terrorist attack.” The 23-year-old man jumped from the
7th floor of the building where he was staying late on Friday night
and later succumbed to his wounds in hospital. NNA did not
report on who tried to detain Dalla but other media outlets said
they were members of Hezbollah, adding that the dead man was
suspected of links to the extremist Islamic State organisation. On
July 28, a motorcycle planted with explosives detonated in the
Damascus suburb of Sayida Zeinab near a Shiite Muslim shrine
killing at least six people and wounding dozens a day before the
solemn holy day of Ashoura.
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BRASILIA: Brazil’s federal police on Friday arrested seven senior
military police officers accused of assisting right-wing rioters dur-
ing the Jan. 8 attacks on government buildings in the capital,
Brasilia. Prosecutors say text messages obtained from the offi-
cers’ mobile phones show Brasilia’s military police were aware
of the attackers’ intentions. Not only did the officers fail to pre-
vent the attacks, say prosecutors, but they assisted the rioters in
their efforts to oust President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva and reap-
point former President Jair Bolsonaro in a coup.The officers have
not been charged. Among those arrested on Friday is Klepter Rosa
Gonçalves, general commander of the military police of Brasilia.
The police also detained three other people and dispatched 16
search and seizure warrants.Prosecutors say military officials knew
that the protesters intended to attack the capital and spread false
information about the legitimacy of the country’s electronic vot-
ing system.
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LOS ANGELES: A California appeals court on Friday revived
lawsuits from two men who allege Michael Jackson sexually
abused them for years when they were boys.  A three-judge panel
from California’s 2nd District Court of Appeal found that the
lawsuits of Wade Robson and James Safechuck should not have
been dismissed by a lower court, and that the men can validly
claim that the two Jackson-owned corporations that were named
as defendants in the cases had a responsibility to protect them.
It’s the second time the lawsuits — brought by Robson in 2013
and Safechuck the following year — have been brought back after
dismissal. The two men became more widely known for telling
their stories in the 2019 HBO documentary “ Leaving Neverland.”
A judge who dismissed the suits in 2021 found that that the cor-
porations, MJJ Productions Inc. and MJJ Ventures Inc., could
not be expected to function like the Boy Scouts or a church where
a child in their care could expect their protection. Jackson, who
died in 2009, was the sole owner and only shareholder in the com-
panies. 
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President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on

Saturday highlighted the need
for a comprehensive review of
Sri Lanka’s national security
strategy to chart a course
devoid of entanglement in the
emerging international rivalries
and maintain neutrality in the
Indian Ocean region.

The review will include a
broad range of factors, emerg-
ing economic trends and the
impacts of climate change,
Wickremesinghe said,
addressing a Naval gathering
in the southern district of
Galle. The President has
already appointed a team led by
a retired Major General to
report to the National Security
Council for formulating con-
temporary security policies.

He said the dynamics of
today’s landscape witness the
encroachment of global power
struggles into the Indian
Ocean's realm.

“On one front, a contest for
supremacy unfolds between
the United States and China
across the expanses of the
Pacific Ocean. Simultaneously,
a power struggle emerges
between the Western nations
and Russia in the context of
Ukraine. This competition for
influence extends even to
remote reaches such as Niger in
Africa,” he said.

Wickremesinghe said Sri

Lanka should maintain neu-
trality in the Indian Ocean
region.

“Undoubtedly, the Indian
Ocean hosts the world’s pivotal
trade routes, making Sri Lanka
an integral player at this stage.
As we navigate these waters, it
is imperative that we chart a
course devoid of entanglement
in these international rival-
ries, maintaining an impartial
stance. Our foremost concern
must be the safeguarding of our
security within this sphere,” the
president said. He said the
utilisation of submarines in the
Indian Ocean has increased. In
light of this, the island nation’s
maritime security strategy
should be directed towards
the development of a robust
programme tailored to
submarine surveillance and
control. Upon the compila-
tion of the review report, a
blueprint for modernised secu-
rity policies of the National
Security Council will be adopt-
ed. Sri Lanka which is going
through its worst economic cri-
sis since independence has
faced criticism over larger bud-
getary allocations for defence
spending while the healthcare
and education budgets remain
lower.

Demands are to prune its
security forces and reduce the
level of presence in the former
north and eastern conflict
zones to promote reconciliation
with the Tamil minority.
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Amissile attack in the center
of a northern Ukrainian

city killed seven people and
wounded scores of others on
Saturday, while Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy travelled to Sweden,
his first visit to the country
since Russia’s full-scale invasion
of Ukraine last year.

The dead in the daytime
strike on the northern city of
Chernihiv included a 6-year-
old girl, while 12 children were
among the 117 wounded, act-
ing mayor Oleksandr Lomako
said. 

Zelenskyy condemned the
attack, which he said hit build-
ings including a theater and a
university.

“This is what a neighbour-
hood with a terrorist state is,
this is what we unite the whole
world against. A Russian mis-
sile hit right in the center of the
city, in our Chernihiv,” he
wrote on Telegram. “A square,
the polytechnic university, a
theater. An ordinary Saturday,
which Russia turned into a day
of pain and loss.”

In Sweden, Zelenskyy met
officials at Harpsund, the prime
minister’s official summertime
residence, about 120 kilometers
(75 miles) west of Stockholm.
He will also meet Sweden’s
King Carl XVI Gustaf and
Queen Silvia at a palace in the
area.

At a joint news conference,
Zelenskyy and Swedish Prime
Minister Ulf Kristersson
announced that the two coun-

tries agreed to strengthen coop-
eration on production and
training and servicing of the
Swedish CV-90 infantry fight-
ing vehicles.

As part of the agreement,
Zelenskyy said, Swedish CV-90
vehicles will begin production
in Ukraine. He also stressed the
importance of supplying
Ukraine with modern aircraft.

“We do not have superior-
ity in the air, and we do not
have modern aircraft. In real-
ity, the Swedish Gripen is the
pride of your country, and I
believe that the Prime Minister
could share this pride with
Ukraine,” Zelenskyy said,
adding that “appropriate
actions” would be taken in the
following weeks to “open up the

possibility of obtaining the
appropriate aircraft.”

“I will also have negotia-
tions with several other states
tomorrow and the day after
tomorrow. I am confident that
we, together with our partners,
will do everything and achieve
the appropriate result in the sky
so that the Russians do not
have an advantage there,” he
said.  Kristersson expressed
his condolences to Zelenskyy
for the attack in Chernihiv. He
called the Russian missile strike
an “act of brutality” which
“only reinforces the need for us
to stand with you in all your
struggles.”

Sweden abandoned its
longstanding policy of military
nonalignment to support

Ukraine with weapons and
other aid in the war against
Russia. The government says
Sweden has provided 20 billion
kronor (1.7 billion euros) in
military support to Ukraine.
Sweden also applied for NATO
membership but is still waiting
to join the alliance.

In Russia, President
Vladimir Putin visited top mil-
itary officials in the city of
Rostov-on-Don near the
Ukrainian border.

The Kremlin said that
Putin listened to reports from
Valery Gerasimov, the com-
mander in charge of Moscow’s
operations in Ukraine, and
other top military brass at the
headquarters of Russia’s
Southern Military District.

The exact timings of his
visit were not confirmed, but
state media published video
footage that appeared to be
filmed at night, showing
Gerasimov greeting Putin and
leading him into a building.
The meeting itself was held
behind closed doors.

It was Putin’s first visit to
Rostov-on-Don since the
Wagner mercenary group’s
attempted mutiny in June,
when the group’s fighters
briefly took control of the city. 

During June’s short-lived
revolt, Wagner head Yevgeny
Prigozhin repeatedly
denounced Gerasimov, who
serves as chief of the general
staff of the Russian armed
forces, and Defense Minister
Sergei Shoigu for denying sup-
plies to his fighters in Ukraine.

Prigozhin claimed that the
uprising was not aimed at
Putin but at removing
Gerasimov and other top brass
who he accused of mismanag-
ing the war in Ukraine.

Kyiv this week has claimed
counteroffensive gains on the
southeastern front, regaining
control of the village of
Urozhaine in Ukraine's eastern
Donetsk region on Wednesday.

The leader of the Russian
battalion fighting to maintain
control of Urozhaine called
for “freezing the front” on
Thursday, saying his troops
“cannot win” against Ukraine.

“Can we bring down
Ukraine militarily? Now and in
the near future, no,” Alexander
Khodakovsky said in a video
posted to Telegram.
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BALATA REFUGEE CAMP:
Two Israelis were killed in a
suspected Palestinian shooting
attack on Saturday in the occu-
pied West Bank, the Israeli mil-
itary said, the latest outburst of
violence to rock the region.

The military said it was
searching for suspects and set-
ting up roadblocks near the
town of Hawara, a volatile area
in the northern West Bank.

Since last spring, the West
Bank has seen some of the
deadliest fighting between
Israel and the Palestinians in
nearly two decades.

Also on Saturday, the
Israeli military said it was look-
ing into reports of a shooting
in a volatile area of the West
Bank. The country’s rescue
service said two men, aged 60
and 30, were wounded. Further
details were not immediately
available.

According to Wafa, the
official Palestinian news
agency, Mohammad Abu Asab,
19, was shot in the head on
Wednesday during an Israeli
army incursion into the Balata
refugee camp near the north-
ern West Bank city of Nablus.
It cited medical officials.

The Israeli military said in
its statement Wednesday that a
commando unit raided Balata
seeking to destroy an under-
ground weapons factory. 

While demolishing the site
and its stockpile of improvised
explosives, the military said a
gunfight broke out in the dense
camp’s warren of alleys between
soldiers and armed
Palestinians.                    (AP)
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The United States has given
its approval for the

Netherlands and Denmark to
deliver F-16s to Ukraine, offi-
cials in Washington and
Europe said on Friday, in a
major gain for Kyiv, even
though the fighter jets are
unlikely to affect the war any
time soon.

It was not immediately
clear when the first F-16s might
enter the conflict, but
Ukrainian pilots will first have
to undertake at least six months
of training on the aircraft,
according to officials.

Ukraine has long pleaded
for the sophisticated fighter to
give it a combat edge. It recent-
ly launched a long-anticipated
counteroffensive against the
Kremlin’s forces without air
cover, placing its troops at the
mercy of Russian aviation and
artillery.

Even so, Air Force Gen.
James Hecker, commander of
US air forces in Europe and
Africa, told reporters in
Washington he did not expect
the F-16s to be a game-chang-
er for Ukraine. Getting F-16
squadrons ready for battle
could take “four or five years,”
he said.

But in eastern Ukraine,

attack helicopter pilots wel-
comed the news. They said
Russia has a clear advantage in
the skies, but the introduction
of better fighter jets could dra-
matically shift the balance of
power Kyiv’s way.

Ukrainian air forces sup-
porting infantry are using
decades-old Soviet-era planes,
which are vulnerable to air-to-
air missile attacks from Russian
fighter jets, Capt. Yevgen
Rakita, a spokesman for the
18th Army Aviation Brigade,
told The Associated Press.

“A modern war cannot be
won without aviation” capabil-
ities, Rakita said.

In making the decision on
F-16 deliveries, Washington
aims to ensure warplanes can
be provided to Ukraine as
soon as its pilots complete
training, according to a US
administration official who
was not authorised to comment
and spoke to the AP on condi-
tion of anonymity.

US national security advis-
er Jake Sullivan said US
Secretary of State Anthony
Blinken sent a letter to his
Dutch and Danish counter-
parts earlier this week, offering
formal assurance that the US
would fast-track approval of all
requests from third parties to
transfer F-16s to Ukraine.
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The Chinese military
launched drills around

Taiwan on Saturday as a “stern
warning” over what it called
collusion between “separatists
and foreign forces,” its defense
ministry said, days after the
island’s vice president stopped
over in the United States. 

Taiwanese Vice President
William Lai’s recent trip to
Paraguay to reinforce relations
with his government’s last
diplomatic partner in South
America included stops in San
Francisco and New York City.
The mainland’s ruling
Communist Party claims
democratic Taiwan as part of its
territory and says it has no right
to conduct foreign relations.

A spokesperson for China’s
Eastern Theater Command
said in a brief statement that the
military exercises involved the
coordination of vessels and
planes and their ability to seize
control of air and sea spaces.

It was also testing the
forces' “actual combat capabil-
ities,” Shi Yi said. The drills
were a warning over provoca-
tions from pro-Taiwan inde-
pendence forces and foreign
forces, he added.

The command released
footage of the drills online
that showed soldiers running,
as well as military boats and

planes. 
State media CCTV report-

ed that missile-equipped boats
and fighter jets were involved
in the operation and that units
worked together to simulate the
surrounding of Taiwan.

Taiwan’s defense ministry
strongly condemned what it
called “irrational, provocative
moves” in a statement. It said
it would deploy appropriate
forces to respond to the drills
and take action to “safeguard
freedom and democracy.”

It said its military would
stand ready in the face of the
threats posted by the Chinese
army, adding that its forces
have “the ability, determination
and confidence to safeguard
national security.” 

It posted a video on
Facebook that showed previous
military drills and said the
Chinese military exercises
reflected a militaristic mental-

ity.
Taiwan and China split in

1949 following a civil war that
ended with the ruling
Communist Party in control of
the mainland. The self-ruled
island has never been part of
the People’s Republic of China,
but Beijing sees Taiwan as a
breakaway province to be
retaken by force if necessary.

China’s official Xinhua
news agency on Saturday
reported that an unnamed offi-
cial in China’s Taiwan Work
Office strongly condemned
what it called further collusion
between Taiwan’s ruling
Democratic Progressive Party
and the US and said it was a
“new provocative move.”

The official pointed to the
stopovers in the US, an inter-
view Lai gave to news outlet
Bloomberg and his meeting
with US officials in Paraguay,
the report said. 
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Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida said he will

visit the tsunami-wrecked
Fukushima nuclear plant on
Sunday before setting a release
date for its treated radioactive
wastewater, as his government
continues working to promote
understanding over the contro-
versial plan at home and
abroad. “The government has
reached the final stage where
we should make a decision,"
Kishida told reporters in
Washington on Friday after
wrapping up his summit with
US and South Korean leaders
at the American presidential
retreat of Camp David.

Since the government

announced the release plan
two years ago, it has faced
strong opposition from
Japanese fishing organisations,
which worry about further
damage to the reputation of
their seafood as they struggle
to recover from the accident.
Groups in South Korea and
China have also raised con-
cerns, turning it into a politi-
cal and diplomatic issue.

The government and the
plant operator, Tokyo Electric
Power Co., say the water must
be removed to make room for
the plant's decommissioning
and to prevent accidental leaks
from the tanks because much
of the water is still contaminat-
ed and needs further treatment.

The release “cannot be

postponed,” Kishida said.
Japan has obtained support

from the International Atomic
Energy Agency to improve
transparency and credibility
and to ensure the plan by
TEPCO meets international
safety standards. The govern-
ment has also stepped up a
campaign promoting the plan's
safety at home and through
diplomatic channels.

IAEA, in a final report in
July, concluded that the
TEPCO plan, if conducted
strictly as designed, will cause
negligible impact on the envi-
ronment and human health,
encouraging Japan to move
ahead.

While seeking understand-
ing from the fishing communi-

ty, the government has also
worked to explain the plan to
South Korea to keep the issue
from interfering with their
relationship-building. Japan,
South Korea and the US are
working to bolster trilateral ties
in the face of growing Chinese
and North Korean threats.

Kishida said the outreach
efforts have made progress,
but he did not mention a start-
ing date for the water release,
which is widely expected to be
at the end of August. He said
the decision will factor in safe-
ty preparations and measures
for possible reputation damage
on the fisheries. Japanese media
reports say his ministers will
decide the date at a meeting
next week.
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San Francisco (AP): First came
the robotaxis. Then the driver-
less buses arrived.

San Francisco has launched
an autonomous shuttle service
-- less than a week after
California regulators approved
the expansion of robotaxis
despite traffic and safety con-
cerns.

The free shuttle will run
daily in a fixed route called the
Loop around Treasure Island,
the site of a former US Navy
base in the middle of San
Francisco Bay. The Loop makes
seven stops, connecting resi-
dential neighborhoods with
stores and community cen-
ters. About 2,000 people live on
the island.

The all-electric vehicle,
which doesn’t have a driver’s
seat or steering wheel, is staffed
with an attendant who can
drive the bus with a handheld
controller if necessary. The
county is offering the shuttle
service as part of a grant-fund-
ed pilot program to assess how
autonomous vehicles can sup-
plement the public transit sys-
tem. “Having the attendant on
board makes everyone feel
comfortable,” said Tilly Chang,
executive director of the San
Francisco County
Transportation Authority.
“This is just a demonstration
for now to see, what does it
look like and how does it work
to have a driverless shuttle in a
low-volume, low-speed envi-
ronment?”

Houston (PTI): An Indian-origin labora-
tory owner from the US state of Georgia
was sentenced to 27 years in prison for his
involvement in a USD 463 million genet-
ic testing scam spanning over three years
to defraud Medicare.

Minal Patel, who owned LabSolutions
LLC, was sentenced on Friday to 27 years
in prison for his role in the scheme to
defraud Medicare by submitting over
USD 463 million in genetic and other lab-
oratory tests that patients did not need and
were procured through the payment of
kickbacks and bribes.

The 44-year-old conspired with patient
brokers, telemedicine companies and call
centres to target Medicare beneficiaries
with telemarketing calls falsely stating that
their package covered expensive cancer
genetic tests, the Department of Justice said
on Friday.

After the Medicare beneficiaries
agreed to take tests, Patel paid kickbacks
and bribes to patient brokers to obtain
signed doctors' orders authorising the tests
from telemedicine companies, the depart-
ment said in a press release.

To conceal the kickbacks, Patel
required the patient brokers to sign con-
tracts that falsely stated that they were per-
forming legitimate advertising services for
LabSolutions. From July 2016 through
August 2019, LabSolutions submitted
more than USD 463 million in claims to
Medicare, including for thousands of
medically unnecessary genetic tests, of
which the national health insurance pro-
gramme paid over USD 187 million.

In that timeframe, Patel personally
received over USD 21 million from
Medicare in connection with the fraud.

“Deception, kickbacks, and bribes

have no place in the provision of legitimate
genetic testing and telemedicine services
to patients who need them,” said Special
Agent in Charge Jeffrey B. Veltri of the FBI
Miami Field Office.

“Patel bilked hundreds of millions of
dollars from Medicare through a complex
testing fraud scheme. He is now paying the
price for this crime,” he said.

The case was brought as part of
Operation Double Helix, a federal law
enforcement action led by the Health Care
Fraud Strike Force under the supervision
of the Criminal Division’s Fraud Section. 

It focused on fraudulent genetic can-
cer testing, resulting in charges against
dozens of defendants associated with
telemedicine companies and cancer genet-
ic testing laboratories for their alleged par-
ticipation in one of the largest healthcare
fraud schemes ever charged.
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Imran Khan’s life is still in
danger and he can be poi-

soned in Attock jail, his wife
Bushra Bibi has said as she
demanded better prison facil-
ities for the incarcerated former
Pakistan prime minister.

In her letter to the Punjab
home secretary on Saturday,
the 49-year-old wife of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman wrote that the court
had directed the authorities
concerned to shift her husband
from Attock jail in Punjab to
Adiala prison in Rawalpindi.

“My husband has been
imprisoned in Attock jail with-
out any justification. According
to the law, my husband should
be transferred to Adiala jail,”
she said.

She demanded that the 70-
year-old PTI chief be provided
B-class facilities in the prison
given his social and political
status, Geo News reported.

Bushra said Khan “can be
poisoned” in Attock jail, the
report said.

She said two assassination
attempts have been made on
Khan’s life and those involved
in them are yet to be arrested.

“His life is still in danger
[and] there is a fear that my
husband will be poisoned in
Attock jail,” she wrote in the let-
ter.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan’s
former foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi, a close
aide of jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan, was
arrested by police from his
house here on Saturday.

Qureshi, 67, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party’s
Vice Chairman, was taken to
the Federal Investigation
Agency’s (FIA) headquarters
after the arrest. The charges
leading to Qureshi’s arrest were
not clear but the FIA is current-
ly interrogating incarcerated
PTI chief Khan in a case relat-
ed to a missing diplomatic
cable which he has for long
mentioned as evidence of a
“foreign conspiracy” to remove
him as the prime minister in
April last year. “PTI vice chair-
man Shah Mahmood Qureshi
has been illegally arrested once
again,” the PTI said in social
media post on X, formerly
known as Twitter. Qureshi was
foreign minister when the issue
of the diplomatic cable erupt-
ed. The purported cipher
(secret diplomatic cable) con-
tained an account of a meeting
between US State Department
officials, including Assistant
Secretary of State for the
Bureau of South and Central
Asian Affairs Donald Lu, and
Pakistani envoy Asad Majeed
Khan last year.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asserted on Saturday
that India's economy is

shining as a beacon of hope in
these challenging times. "With
robust growth and resilient spir-
it, the future looks promising.
Let us keep this momentum and
ensure prosperity for 140 crore
Indians," he said on X, reacting
to news portal Moneycontrol's
'Bullish on India' campaign.

The portal, which specialis-
es in reporting on markets and
financial sector, had posted on
X that the country's economy
has not just withstood chal-
lenges, but thrived setting the

stage for optimism. The 'Bullish
on India' campaign showcases
India's economic resilience and
growth potential in various crit-
ical sectors, it said.

It aims to analyse the key
drivers of India's economic
growth while fostering aware-
ness about the unparalleled
potential the nation offers at a
time of a global economic slow-
down, the portal said in a sep-
arate statement.

"With detailed analysis of
macroeconomic factors such as
manufacturing, demography,
economy, markets and India's
rising stand in the global lead-
ership, 'Bullish on India' has
been presented as a data backed

campaign that underlines India's
resilient economic growth," it
said.

The campaign seeks to
analyse key drivers of India's
economic growth while foster-
ing awareness about the "unpar-
alleled potential" the nation
offers at a time of a global eco-
nomic slowdown, it added.

"There are various adversi-
ties that have shaken economies
worldwide in the past few years.
However, India is standing tall,
retaining its stature as the
'world's fastest-growing major
economy'," it said, noting that
the country is set to become the
third largest economy in the
coming years.
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The Indian food and beverage
packaging industry that is

growing by 14.8 per cent annu-
ally is expected to reach USD 86
billion in 2029, following rapid
urbanisation, rising disposable
incomes and evolving consump-
tion patterns, All India Food
Processors Association said on
Saturday.

"Post-Covid-19, the demand
for natural food ingredients has
surged. FSSAI's new regula-
tions for nutraceuticals and
organic foods are driving growth
in the sector. 

“Packaging has evolved
from protection to marketing
and sustainability. Trends like
natural, organic, vegan, and GI-
tagged products are reshaping
the landscape," All India Food
Processors Association, Western
Region, chairman Prabodh
Halde said in a statement on the
last day of the Food Ingredients
(Fi India) and ProPak India.

The organised packaged
ingredients market is valued at
about Rs 20,000 crore annually,
indicating a shift from loose to
packaged products, he stated at
the 17th edition of Food
Ingredients (Fi India) and the
5th edition of ProPak India,
organised by Informa Markets in
India from August 17-19.

Over 230 exhibitors and
more than 1,000 brands partic-
ipated in Fi India, while 85

exhibitors and over 300 brands
took part in ProPak India.

The exhibitions witnessed
participation from internation-
al exhibitors including those
from the Netherlands,
Denmark, France, Belgium, the
USA, Poland, Japan, Hong
Kong, Singapore, and Thailand.

"The Indian food and bev-
erage packaging industry is cur-
rently valued at USD 32 billion
in 2022, and is projected to grow
at a CAGR of 14.8 per cent to
USD 86 billion by 2029. The
shift towards plastic-free and
mono-packaging materials
reflects the industry's dedication
to sustainability," Halde said.

This industry is expected to
add 9 million jobs by 2024, and
by 2030, India's annual house-

hold consumption is believed to
quadruple, making it the fifth-
largest consumer in the world,
he said. The sector's size is esti-
mated to be around USD 322
billion, and it is expected to
reach USD 543 billion by 2025,
growing at a CAGR of 14.6 per
cent, he added.

The industry should focus
on developing new and innov-
ative products, especially in the
organic and health food cate-
gories, to cater to the changing
consumer preferences, Halde
stated. 

"The food processing indus-
try's vision for the next five to ten
years should be to increase the
sector's contribution to the GDP
from the current 8 per cent to 20
per cent," he added. 
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The government on Saturday
unveiled Green Hydrogen

standards and included electrol-
ysis and biomass-based methods
in its definition. In a significant
move for the progress of the
National Green Hydrogen
Mission, the government has
notified the Green Hydrogen
Standard for India, the New and
Renewable Energy Ministry said
in a statement. 

The standards issued by the
ministry outline the emission
thresholds that must be met in

order for hydrogen produced to
be classified as 'Green', i.E.,
from renewable sources.

The scope of the definition
encompasses both electrolysis-
based and biomass-based hydro-

gen production methods, it stat-
ed.

After discussions with mul-
tiple stakeholders, the Ministry
of New & Renewable Energy has
decided to define Green
Hydrogen as having a well-to-
gate emission (i.E., including
water treatment, electrolysis,
gas purification, drying and
compression of hydrogen) of not
more than 2 kg CO2 equivalent
/ kg H2.The notification specifies
that a detailed methodology for
measurement, reporting, mon-
itoring, on-site verification, and
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Branded jewellery maker Ti-
tan on Saturday announced

the acquisition of an additional
27.18 per cent stake in its sub-
sidiary CaratLane, taking its
total holding to 98.28 per cent.

The Tata group-controlled
firm entered into a share pur-
chase agreement on Saturday to
acquire 91.90 lakh equity shares
held by the founder of
CaratLane Trading Pvt Ltd and
his family members, said a reg-
ulatory filing.

"CaratLane is a subsidiary of
the company and on completion
of the aforesaid share purchase
would result in an increase in
shareholding of the company in
CaratLane from 71.09 per cent
to 98.28 per cent on a fully dilut-
ed basis," it said.

Over the cost of the acqui-
sition, Titan said it will pay "Rs
4,621 crore towards the purchase
of 27.18 per cent equity shares
of CaratLane on a fully diluted
basis".

CaratLane Trading is an
unlisted entity and its turnover
in FY23 stood at Rs 2,177 crore.
It also operates in the manufac-
ture and sale of jewellery.

Titan expects the acquisition
to be complete by October 31,
2023, subject to the timely
receipt of requisite regulatory
approvals from the Competition
Commission of India (CCI).

"On acquisition of 27.18
per cent of the shareholding of
CaratLane, the company would
hold an aggregate of 98.28 per
cent of the equity share capital
on a fully diluted basis and vot-
ing rights in CaratLane," it said.

CaratLane, which was
incorporated in September 2007,
also has presence in the United
States through its subsidiary.
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For 23-year-old Shwetank
Pandey, it was a tryst with

destiny as he was appointed the
Chief Gaming Officer (CGO) of
iQOO, after seeking a year for
himself from his family to pur-
sue his passion for gaming, and
also bought a smartphone on
EMI in this regard.

Describing his journey from
a student to a CGO, Shwetank
Pandey, who was in Lucknow
recently told PTI: "The journey
was simply brilliant, because if
you are pursuing e-sports in
India, then giving time to it and
garnering support of the fami-
ly for this is really very difficult. 

"But, thanks to my family, I
was able to pursue e-sports, and
I started e-sports in 2019, when
I was in class 12th. I used to play
games with my friends then, but
it was not competitive."

"After completing class 12th,
I pursued graduation with a
focus on communication skills.
I also worked for a year, so as to
assure my family that the future
of their child is secure, and so
that there are no doubts in their
mind.  "During the job, I pur-
chased a phone on EMI, and I
had told my family members
that I had bought the phone with
my money, so that I can do
proper gaming. This was in
2022," Pandey, who dropped the
idea of pursuing an MBA, said.

He added that after this, his
parents were assured that their
son's future is secured, and they
agreed to give him a "last try at
gaming." Expressing his joy over
becoming iQOO's Chief
Gaming Officer, Shwetank said,
"I feel on top of the world right
now. When I initially filled out
the form, I was reluctant and
hoped to be among the finalists.
Little did I know that it would
lead me this far and eventually
result in becoming iQOO's first-
ever CGO. 
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certification of green hydrogen
and its derivatives shall be spec-
ified by the Ministry of New &
Renewable Energy.

The notification also spec-
ifies that the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE) under the
Ministry of Power shall be the
Nodal Authority for accredita-
tion of agencies for the monitor-
ing, verification and certification
for Green Hydrogen production
projects. 

The notification of the
Green Hydrogen Standard
brings a lot of clarity to the
Green Hydrogen community
in India and was widely await-
ed, it stated.

With this notification, India
becomes one of the first few
countries in the world to
announce a definition of Green
Hydrogen.
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Employees drawing substan-
tial salaries and having rent-

free accommodation provided
by their employers will now be
able to save more and get a high-
er take-home salary as the
income tax department has
revised norms for valuing such
houses.

The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) has notified
amendments to the Income Tax
Rules which will come into
effect from September 1.

As per the notification,
where unfurnished accommo-
dation is provided to employees
other than the central or state
government employees and such
accommodation is owned by the
employer then the valuation
shall be: (i) 10 per cent of salary
(reduced from 15 per cent) in
cities having population exceed-
ing 40 lakh as per 2011 census
(earlier, 25 lakh as per 2001 cen-
sus), (ii) 7.5 per cent of salary
(reduced from 10 per cent) in
cities having population exceed-
ing 15 lakh but not exceeding 40
lakh as per 2011 census (earli-
er, 10 lakhs but not exceeding 25
lakhs as per 2001 census).

AKM Global Tax Partner
Amit Maheshwari said employ-

ees who are drawing substantial
salaries and receiving accommo-
dation from the employer will be
able to save more since their tax-
able base is going to be reduced
now with the revised rates. "The
perquisite value shall be lower
resulting in relief to them in the
form of take-home pay."

AMRG & Associates CEO
Gaurav Mohan said these pro-
visions incorporate the insights
2011 census data and aim to
rationalise the perquisite value
calculation. "Employees enjoy-
ing rent-free accommodation
would see rationalisation of per-
quisite value leading to a reduc-
tion in taxable salary, increasing
the net take-home pay. 

It is worth noting that the
reduction in the perquisite value
of rent-free accommodations
will yield dual implications: on
the one hand, it will generate
tangible savings for employees,
while on the other hand, it will
result in a corresponding
decrease in government rev-
enue," Mohan said.
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Bengaluru-based co-working
firm BHIVE group is setting

up a Rs 400 crore alternate
investment fund (AIF) to ac-
quire commercial real estate.

In a statement, BHIVE said
the company has launched its
new co-working-focused Rs 400
crore CAT-2 AIF. The fund will
acquire commercial real estate
properties at prime locations
with clear titles and occupancy
certificates, it added. The new
fund will offer an opportunity to
High Net-worth Individuals
(HNIs) and family-owned busi-
nesses looking to participate in
the commercial real estate
growth story with a minimum
investment of Rs 1 crore.

BHIVE said it has decided
to wind up its current Rs 400
crore AIF fund, which was
launched last year but has not yet
been operationalised. "There
has been exponential growth in
the number of AIFs in India.
Unlike a decade ago, when off-
shore investors were funding
India's AIFs, the expanding
pool of domestic investors is
helping them grow today," She-
shagiri Rao Paplikar, Founder &
CEO of the BHIVE Group,
said. "We see a tremendous
opportunity in this segment
and will go aggressive with our
plans as we embark on the next
growth phase of the organisa-
tion," he said.
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The new National Coope-
rative Policy is almost ready,

and a 47-member committee is
in the process of submitting the
draft to the central government,
chairman of the panel and for-
mer Union minister Suresh
Prabhu said.

Union Home and Coope-
ration Minister Amit Shah had
last year announced that a dedi-
cated policy will soon be pre-
pared to strengthen the cooper-
ative movement in the country,
and that Prabhu will head the
national-level committee.

The panel members include
experts and representatives of
the cooperative sector and offi-
cials of central ministries.

"The policy document is
almost ready and the submission
process is underway. We can
now look forward to the release
of the policy and its implemen-
tation," Prabhu told PTI on the
sidelines of an event organised
by the Merchants' Chamber of
Commerce & Industry here.
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Skipper Millie Bright said that
England will need to play "the game
of our lives" to beat Spain in Sunday's

Women's World Cup final.
When the Lionesses kick off at

Stadium Australia in Sydney they will
attempt to do what no England side, men
or women, has managed since 1966 —
win the World Cup.

Bright said the European champions
must treat it as just another game, but
admitted there was no escaping the enor-
mity of the occasion for the country, the
team and the players.

Like Spain, England are into the final
for the first time.

"We know how passionate our nation
is back home and how much they want
us to win," Bright said on Saturday.

"But for us there is a process, we have
a game plan to execute and we need to
play the game of our lives."

Sarina Wiegman's side has grown
through the World Cup, combining
defensive resilience with ruthlessness in
front of goal.

While Wiegman and Bright were
keen to take the pressure off, the captain
admitted it was "massive for the team"
and her personally.

"I've always said it's 'we' and not 'me'
and I think it will be the biggest moment
in our careers," she added.

"I always say 'our' careers and 'we'
because it is a team. It's a dream come true
being in a World Cup final, there's no
words to describe it."

England are boosted by the return of

potent attacker Lauren James, who
missed England's last two games after
being sent off against Nigeria.

Wiegman was coy about what role
James could play and sounded a warn-
ing about the threat posed by a Spain side
who have passed their opponents into
submission at times.

"I think the Spanish team is in a good
place, they've had a very good tourna-
ment," she said.

"As always they want to play a pos-
session game, they're very dynamic,

they want to go forward all the time.
"At moments they will challenge us,

but we will challenge them too."
Spain and England met last year in

the quarter-finals of the European
Championship, with the Lionesses
squeezing through 2-1 in extra time.

They went on to win the title for their
first major trophy in international
women's football.

Wiegman has been instrumental in
transforming England's fortunes and
she is in her second consecutive World

Cup final.
She steered her native Netherlands

to the decider in 2019, when they lost 2-
0 to the United States.

The Dutch coach said she had learnt
lessons from that defeat, but cautioned
that "this is a whole new situation, I'm
coaching another team".

"I think England is in a very good
place, everyone is fit. We have grown
through the tournament, we've grown in
confidence and we are just preparing as
we always do," she added.
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Teenage forward Salma
Paralluelo has had plenty of

success on Spain's youth football
side - and also as an athletics
professional. Having chosen to
dedicate her career to the beau-
tiful game, Spain's sporting
prodigy is looking to make her
mark on the big stage in the
Women's World Cup final
against England on Sunday.

At just 19 years old, FC
Barcelona forward Paralluelo
has put in a Women's World
Cup performance that could
provide plenty of reasons for the
England side to lose sleep ahead
of its clash with Spain in the
tournament final on Sunday. 

The left-footer was in the
starting line-up for Spain's first
four 2023 World Cup matches
and shone in the round of 16
match against Switzerland -
which La Roja, as the Spanish
side are known, won 5-1.
Paralluelo's power, talent and
lightning speed are an essential
part of her team's attack, which
has proven to be one of the most
successful in the competition
with 17 goals in total. 
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Coach Tony Gustavsson said
there must be long-term

investment in Australian wom-
en's football, warning they were
at a "crossroads moment" follow-
ing their fourth-placed finish
Saturday at the World Cup.

There was to be no conso-
lation prize for the co-hosts in
front of nearly 50,000 in
Brisbane as they were soundly
beaten 2-0 by Sweden in the
third-place playoff.

But this was still the
Matildas' best World Cup ever
and they have captivated the
nation and won legions of new
fans.

Gustavsson said now was
the time to take full advantage
of the surge in interest — or see
their exploits go to waste.

"We have a massive amount

of work to do now to capitalise
on this," the Swede said.

"The next thing is invest-
ment — long-term investment
and not just a quick fix.

"A lot of these players are
going to play in the Olympics
(next summer) as well so we
need to keep investing in these
players and have a lot of other
players knocking on the door
wanting to be a part of it.

"But now there needs to be
long-term investment to really
make sure we really benefit
from this crossroads moment in
women's football in this coun-
try."

Australia came into the
tournament 10th in the FIFA
rankings and had never got
beyond the quarter-finals before.

But the gulf in class told in
a 3-1 semi-final defeat to
England and Sweden, third in

FIFA's rankings, were also wor-
thy winners.

Gustavsson felt his team
overachieved despite disappoint-
ment on the night, with many of
his players left in tears on the
pitch at the end.

"It's a massive achievement
for these players considering the
resources we have," he said.

"When you compare the
financial resources of the top-10
teams, in terms of how much
return we get for our investment,
to be able to break into the top
four in the world is unique.

"I think that in some way
these players have overachieved
if you look at where the players
play compared to the top-10
nations."

Australia's next assignment
is the second round of Olympic
qualifiers, which will be held in
Perth in October.
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Sweden scored either side of
half-time to spoil Australia's

party and claim third spot at the
Women's World Cup with a 2-
0 win in Brisbane on Saturday.

In front of a crowd of near-
ly 50,000, Sweden took the lead
with a 30th-minute penalty by
Fridolina Rolfo and doubled
their advantage with a powerful
strike from Kosovare Asllani just
after the hour. Ranked third in
the world, this is the fourth time
that Sweden have finished third
at the tournament.

They fully deserved their
win against the hosts, dominat-
ing the midfield and keeping tal-
ismanic Australian striker Sam

Kerr relatively quiet.
Australia's other dangerous

attacker, Mary Fowler, had a
night to forget as she struggled
physically against the size and
power of the Swedish defenders.

By contrast, Sweden striker
Stina Blackstenius caused havoc
among the Australian defence
during her 63 minutes on the
pitch and had a hand in both
goals. The Swedes opened the
match with far more intent than
the Matildas and dominated
for most of the first period.

Playing a bit like England in
their 3-1 semi-final win over the
Matildas on Wednesday, the
Swedes slowed the ball down
and controlled the midfield.

Australia only really looked

dangerous on the transition and
for much of the time they
seemed to be chasing shadows,
struggling to get any meaning-
ful possession.

The Swedes had a golden
chance to take the lead in the
first 60 seconds when Blacks-
tenius shot low across goal.

Australian goalkeeper
Mackenzie Arnold, who had
another excellent night, par-
ried the ball away and Ellie
Carpenter did well to clear from
in front of an open goal.

The Matildas didn't have
their first shot until the 24th
minute when a Hayley Raso
drive drew a good save from
Sweden keeper Zecira Musovic.

But minutes later Sweden

took the lead when VAR ruled
that Clare Hunt had clipped
Blackstenius's heel after yet
another dangerous run into the
box from the Swedish striker.

Australian coach Tony
Gustavsson made an attacking
change on the 60-minute mark,
bringing on Emily van Egmond
and Cortnee Vine, but it was
Sweden who continued to con-
trol the match.

They went some way to
silencing the sell-out crowd
when Blackstenius laid a ball
across goal for Asllani, who
smashed a powerful strike past
a diving Arnold.

It was their last contribution
of the night as both were subbed
almost immediately.
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Sunday's World Cup final
between England and Spain

is the final act of a month of
drama which highlighted how
far women's football has come
— and the challenges that lie
ahead.

There had been fears that
the biggest-ever Women's World
Cup — 32 teams, up from 24
four years ago — would dilute
the spectacle in Australia and
New Zealand.

Lopsided scorelines were a
feature of the previous eight
World Cups and critics said
debutants such as Haiti, the
Philippines and Morocco would
be on a hiding to nothing.

But the opposite proved to
be true and the tournament will
be best remembered for the large
number of shocks and the end
of the United States' long reign
as world champions.

Among the surprises,
Germany were beaten 2-1 by
Colombia on the way to a
group-stage exit. Italy, Brazil
and Olympic champions
Canada also went out at the first
hurdle.

The United States were
chasing an unprecedented third
title in a row but it very quick-
ly became apparent that they
were not the force of old and that
the rest had caught up.

Their exit in the last 16 on
penalties to Sweden was their
worst World Cup ever and
coach Vlatko Andonovski quit
this week.

There was no fairytale end-

ing for Megan Rapinoe, who
retires from football at the end
of the season.

"It has been an amazing
World Cup with 32 teams and
lots of teams who have
improved," Sweden coach Peter
Gerhardsson said following his
team's 2-1 defeat to Spain in the
semi-finals.

"Everywhere around the
world there will be a lot more
interest in women's football."

Gerhardsson said that
Sweden's last-gasp 2-1 victory
over South Africa in the group
stage had been a taste of things
to come.

"Physically, many (teams)
have caught up. With better
training, they can last 90 min-
utes and then there is the tech-

nical ability and the speed," he
said.

‘REAL LEGACY’
Co-hosts New Zealand and

Australia will regard the World
Cup as a success on and off the
pitch.

The United States were
chasing an unprecedented third
title in a row but it very quick-
ly became apparent that they
were not the force of old and that
the rest had caught up.

Their exit in the last 16 on
penalties to Sweden was their
worst World Cup ever and
coach Vlatko Andonovski quit
this week.

There was no fairytale end-
ing for Megan Rapinoe, who
retires from football at the end

of the season.
"It has been an amazing

World Cup with 32 teams and
lots of teams who have
improved," Sweden coach Peter
Gerhardsson said following his
team's 2-1 defeat to Spain in the
semi-finals.

"Everywhere around the
world there will be a lot more
interest in women's football."

Gerhardsson said that
Sweden's last-gasp 2-1 victory
over South Africa in the group
stage had been a taste of things
to come.

"Physically, many (teams)
have caught up. With better
training, they can last 90 min-
utes and then there is the tech-
nical ability and the speed," he
said.
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National record holder
3000m steeplechaser

Avinash Sable failed to qualify
for the final round of the World
Athletics Championships after
finishing a disappointing sev-
enth in his heat race in a shock-
ing result here on Saturday.

Three Indians brought up
the rear in the men's 20km race
walk final while young Shaili
Singh also failed to make it to the
women's long jump final on a
mediocre opening day for the
country's athletes.

Sable, who trained abroad
for many months on Sports
Ministry's funding to prepare for
this showpiece event and was
exempted from competing in
domestic events, clocked 8 min-
ute and 22.24 seconds to finish
seventh in heat number one.

It was a tactical race and the
28-year-old failed yet again on
the biggest stage. He was the lead
runner at the 2300m mark but
lost momentum later on, espe-
cially in the last lap, to clock well
below his national record time
of 8:11.20.

Only the top five finishers in
the three heats make it to the
final round.

Sable was expected to at
least make it to the final, if not
win a medal. His performance
is a huge disappointment for the
Indian camp.

This was Sable's third World
Championships appearance and
the first time he could not reach
the final round.

He had finished 11th in the
final in Eugene, USA, last year,
unable to deal with a tactical race
that was one of the slowest in the

history of the showpiece. He was
13th in the 2019 Doha edition.

World record holder
Lamecha Girma of Ethiopia
clocked the best time going
into the final with 8:15.89 as he
won heat number three, while
Olympic and world champion
Soufiane El Bakkali of Morocco
was second in heat two with
8:23.66.

In the men's 20km race
walk, Vikash Singh finished
28th in a time of 1 hour 21
minute 58 seconds, while
Paramjit Singh (1:24:02) and
Akashdeep Singh (1:31:12) were
35th and 47th respectively in the
event in which 50 athletes com-
peted.

The performance of nation-
al record holder Akashdeep
(NR: 1:19:55) was all the more
disappointing as he was the last
athlete to finish the race.

Two race walkers did not
finish while one was disqualified.

Shaili, a protege of the leg-
endary long jumper Anju Bobby
George, finished 14th out of 18
competing athletes in Group B
qualification round with a best
effort of 6.40m.
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Paris Olympics organizers and
other officials canceled a

paratriathlon swimming test
event Saturday in the Seine
River because of new concerns
about water quality.

The competition was trans-
formed into a duathlon instead,
involving just running and bik-
ing. The cancellation is a fresh
blow both to organizers of the
2024 Summer Games and to the
city's ambitions to reopen the
iconic river to public swimming
after next year's Olympics.

Swimmers took to the Seine
in competition on Thursday
and Friday, but results of water
quality tests showed "significant
discrepancies" in the hours lead-
ing up to Saturday's events,
organizers said in a statement.

It said officials from World
Triathlon, the Paris Olympics,
Paris City Hall and the Paris
region jointly decided to cancel
Saturday's events "as a measure
of precaution, to not put the
health and safety of the athletes
in danger."

A previous test event had to
be canceled earlier his month
because heavy rain had caused

overflows of untreated waste in
the Seine, leaving water quality
below safety standards. Rainfall
also hit Paris ahead of Saturday's
cancellation. New tests will be
conducted and a decision will be
made early Sunday on whether
Sunday's swimming events can
be held as scheduled, organizers
said.

France's capital city is
spending massively on water-
management projects that offi-
cials say will make pollution

caused by storms less frequent.
The triathlon event takes

athletes and spectators - watch-
ing for free - to some of the
French capital's most striking
vistas: The swimming portion of
the race starts from the bottom
of the spectacular 19th century
Alexandre III bridge and its
golden statues. The bike and run
laps go along the Champs-
Elysees avenue and through
some of the most prestigious
neighborhoods of Paris.
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Buoyed by Jasprit Bumrah's
impressive return, fancied

India will hope for better weath-
er and a chance for the team's
young batters to show their
mettle in the second T20 Inter-
national against Ireland here on
Sunday.

After the Jasprit Bumrah-led
bowling attack impressed to
restrict Ireland to 139 for seven
in the series opener, incessant
rain denied the middle-order
batters an opportunity to prove

their worth. India were declared
winners by two runs via the
Duckworth/Lewis method and
both the teams will hope that
they get to play a full match in
the second game.

Expected to lead the Indian
batting in the coming years, the
likes of Shivam Dube, Ruturaj
Gaikwad and Rinku Singh will
hope they get a chance to spend
sufficient time in the middle.

Having got out after getting
a good start in the first match,
opener Yashasvi Jaiswal will
look for a big score and so will

Tilak Varma, who was dis-
missed for a golden duck days
after his stupendous perfor-
mance in the West Indies.

While the newcomers in
international cricket dominate
the top-order, veteran wicket-
keeper-batter Sanju Samson
lends a bit of experience to the
Indian batting order in the
absence of people like
Suryakumar Yadav, Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli, Shubman
Gill and Hardik Pandya.

Though injuries have
remained a part of his career, all-

rounder Washington Sundar
has also gained enough experi-
ence at the top level, and he will
be pressed into service by
Bumrah, who is leading the
team in the absence of regular
T20I skipper Hardik.

As far as the batting is con-
cerned, India were cruising until
Craig Young's two wickets in the
last over pegged them a bit.

Leading the side on his
return after an 11-month injury
layoff, Bumrah claimed 2 for 24
in his first match in almost a
year, including bowling nine dot

balls while forming a formida-
ble partnership with T20I debu-
tant Prasidh Krishna (2/32) —
also on a comeback trail — to
restrict Ireland to a modest
total after opting to bowl.

In these conditions, toss
can play a vital role and India
were lucky in that aspect, and the
visitors wouldn't mind if the coin
lands in their favour on Sunday,
too. In the post-match press con-
ference, leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi, who also picked up two
wickets in an excellent spell, had
no qualms in admitting that

India didn't mind winning the
toss.

As far as Ireland are con-
cerned, they struggled to recov-
er after Bumrah claimed two
wickets in his very first over, set-
ting the platform for his side's
win. The home team will have
to dish out a much-improved
performance with the bat if
they are to challenge India who
are strong enough even in the
absence of the seniors.

Like Bumrah did for India,
the seasoned Paul Stirling will
have to lead the way for Ireland.

The Irish will also look up to
men like Andrew Balbirnie,
Joshua Little, Craig Young and
George Dockrell for guiding
their team. The series is signif-
icant for Bumrah, who gets an
ideal opportunity to test himself
and get into the groove ahead of
the Asia Cup and World Cup,
tournaments where his presence
will be vital from the Indian per-
spective.

TEAMS (FROM):
India: Jasprit Bumrah (cap-
tain), Ruturaj Gaikwad (vice-

captain), Yashasvi Jaiswal, Tilak
Varma, Rinku Singh, Sanju
Samson (wk), Jitesh Sharma
(wk), Shivam Dube, Washington
Sundar, Shahbaz Ahmed, Ravi
Bishnoi, Prasidh Krishna,
Arshdeep Singh, Mukesh
Kumar, Avesh Khan.
Ireland: Andrew Balbirnie (cap-
tain), Harry Tector, Lorcan
Tucker, Ross Adair, Mark Adair,
Curtis Campher, Gareth Delany,
George Dockrell, Fionn Hand,
Josh Little, Barry McCarthy,
Ben White, Craig Young, Theo
van Weorkom.
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Everyone was waiting to see this
Jasprit Bumrah, leg-spinner Ravi

Bishnoi said of the India pacer after he
shone on his comeback to internation-
al cricket following an 11-month injury
layoff.

Leading the Indian T20I team in
the absence of regular skipper Hardik
Pandya, Bumrah claimed two wickets
in his very first over, setting the platform
for the side's win against Ireland in the
opening match here on Friday.

Bumrah registered impressive fig-
ures of 2/24, including 16 dot balls in
his four-over spell, as India restricted
Ireland to a below-par score of 139 for
seven.

"It was his first match after nearly 11
months. First ball he bowled was on the legs
but after that the five ball he bowled was
so good to see. Everyone was waiting for
this Bumrah and it was so good to see him
back in his rhythm," Bishnoi said at the
post-match press conference.

"The type of bowler he is, the whole
world has seen his bowling. His first deliv-

ery didn't work out but the five balls after
that, was fun to watch. Everyone was wait-
ing to see this Bumrah, and it was fun to
watch him bowl," added Bishnoi, who also
ended with excellent figures of 2/23.

India won the match by two runs via
the Duckworth/Lewis method after rain
intervened. The visitors were 47 for two in
6.5 overs when the heavens opened up.

"We were a bit unfortunate that the

match was curtailed by the rain. Overall,
we have played good cricket. We
bowled really well and got a good start
from our openers as well. If not for those
wickets, we lost in the last over, we
might have been in a very good condi-
tion," Bishnoi said.

"We won the toss and we got that
advantage. If they would have won
(toss) the advantage would have been
with them. Toss always plays a crucial
factor in such conditions. Today we
were lucky," he added.

On Ireland being defensive against
him, the leg-spinner said: "It must be
their game play. But I was bowling
aggressively and was trying to pick more
wickets."
Bishnoi, who plays for Lucknow

Supergiants in the Indian Premier League,
was also part of the white-ball squad in the
recently-concluded tour of the West Indies.

"There is lot to learn. I was in West
Indies for the five-match series, I played in
one match and didn't play the rest four. But
I was ready that whenever I will get a
chance I will give my 100 per cent. I was
ready for that opportunity."
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Living his "mother's dream",
swashbuckling batter Rinku

Singh says a burning desire to
give his parents a good life
while wading through tough
times paved the way for his
inclusion into the Indian team.

Rinku was picked by the
national selectors for India's
ongoing T20I series in Ireland,
rewarding him for his excellent
showing on the domestic circuit,
including the IPL.

"A lot of blood and sweat
has gone behind to earn this call.

My passion for the sport helped
me wade through a lack of sup-
port and financial hardships,"
Rinku said during an interview
with JioCinema before leaving
for Ireland.

"One thing that kept the
desire burning was to give my
family a good life, which was
possible if I moved up the lad-
der in the sport. I had that self-
belief and that made me stronger
and helped me in my journey
which has taken a new turn," he
added.

Despite a stellar IPL cam-
paign with the Kolkata Knight

Riders, Rinku was not included
in the squad for the preceding
five-match T20I series against
West Indies. He finished as the
top run-getter for KKR with 474
runs at an average of 59.25 and
149-plus strike rate.

His dream was realised
before the start of the series
against Ireland. However, he
was not required to bat in the
first game as India won via the
Duckworth/Lewis method after
rain intervened.

What was his family's reac-
tion to the news of his India call-
up?

"They were very happy. My
mother always told me to work
as hard as I can to earn the India
call and that has happened now,
so I am living their dream."
Speaking about the difficulties
his family faced as he grew up,
Rinku said he was desperate to
get his parents out of poverty.

"I have seen my family face
financial struggles and I want-
ed to help them overcome
through cricket. That desire to
get them out of the grind kept
me going. It kept me motivated
to work hard and keep up my
efforts.

"My family had a massive
role in my journey to date.
When they didn't have enough
to fund my career, my mother
borrowed money from others to
keep me going. Where I am
today is because of the support
I have got from them."

The 25-year-old has also
made the cut for the Hangzhou
Asian Games scheduled from
September 23 to October 8.
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Former Sri Lankan pace ace
Lasith Malinga is set to

return to five-time champions
Mumbai Indians for IPL 2024,
this time as their fast bowling
coach replacing Shane Bond,
according to a report on Satur-
day. The Kiwi veteran had held
that position for the past nine
seasons. However an IPL source
confirmed to PTI that Bond's
contract with Mumbai is still
under review.

"MI's contract with Bond is
still not over as yet," the source
said. Earlier, ESPNCricinfo has
reported that it's also not clear
whether Bond would continue
as the head coach of MI
Emirates in the ILT20 where
they finished third this year.

Malinga had a fruitful career
with Mumbai Indians winning
five titles overall — four in IPL
(2013, 2015, 2017, 2019) and the
Champions League T20 in 2011.

Malinga played 139 match-
es for Mumbai, taking 195 wick-
ets at an economy rate of 7.12.
Out of those, 170 wickets came
in the IPL, the joint-sixth-most
in the league. This will mark
Malinga's second involvement
with Mumbai's support staff, fol-
lowing his mentoring role in
2018. A year later, Malinga
made a comeback to the field,
sharing the bowling responsibil-
ities with Jasprit Bumrah as the
duo played a key role in their
fourth IPL triumph. Malinga
had joined Rajasthan Royals in
2022 as fast bowling coach after
his retirement in 2021.
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Former Australian Test skip-
per Tim Paine has lashed out

at England Test captain Ben
Stokes for coming out of ODI
retirement to play in the World
Cup, saying he cannot just "pick"
and "choose" events.

Stokes, 32, had announced
his ODI retirement in July last
year saying playing three formats
had become "unsustainable" for
him. But he recently came out of
retirement to be included in the
15-member England squad to
play a limited-overs fixture
against New Zealand at home,
which is a preparatory series for
the World Cup in India.

While England are excited
about the all-rounder's return to
the ODI side ahead of the World
Cup in India from October 5,
Paine indicated Stokes was being
selfish. "Ben Stokes coming out
of one day retirement, I found
that interesting," Paine said on
Sen Radio.

"It was a bit of, 'Me, me, me',

there isn't it? It was, 'I'll pick and
I'll choose where I want to play
and when I want to play', and,
'I'll play in the big tourna-
ments'."

Paine opined that England
cricketers, who had been slog-
ging for 12 months waiting to
play in the World Cup, will have
to sit out to make way for
Stokes. "The guys who played for
12 months, 'Sorry, thanks. But
can you go and sit on the bench
because I want to play now?',"
said Paine.

Stokes has also been includ-
ed in the 15-member squad to

face touring New Zealand in the
limited-overs series in Sep-
tember and is likely to play as a
specialist batter as bowling agg-
ravates his chronic knee injury.

The England cricket board's
decision to include Stokes for the
New Zealand series had come at
the expense of Harry Brook,
indicated Paine.

Brook, who became the
fastest player to compete 1,000
Test runs on a per-ball basis —
he took 1,058 balls to achieve the
feat — has failed to find a place
in the squad.

"I don't know, he's (Stokes)
not bowling. Harry Brook or
Ben Stokes? As a bat. It would
be very close, very, very close."

Paine, though, admitted that
reigning ODI World Cup cham-
pions England will enter the
upcoming showpiece as
favourites alongside hosts India.

"Probably (England are now
favourites), them and India. I
think the Aussies if they can get
hot (they can also win)," added
Paine.
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The Indian selection panel, led
by Ajit Agarkar, is likely to

go for a 17-member squad for
the upcoming Asia Cup in order
to check out all possible options
ahead of the ODI World Cup,
starting October 5.

It is also learnt that BCCI is
bucking the convention for the
first time and head coach Rahul
Dravid will also be present in his
official capacity during the meet-
ing scheduled in the national
capital on Monday morning.

It can be confirmed that nei-
ther Ravi Shastri nor Anil
Kumble were part of selection
meetings during their tenure as
national coach.

But it must be mentioned
that unlike Cricket Australia,
where chief coach is a part of
NSP (National Selection Panel),
in India, neither coach nor cap-
tain has a right to vote.

It is still not confirmed
whether both skipper Rohit
Sharma and Dravid will attend
the meeting physically or join
through video conference.

With key players — KL
Rahul (thigh) and Shreyas Iyer
(lower back) yet to prove their
fitness, the BCCI brass and

selectors could opt for a safer
options that gives them an
opportunity to check all available
players in the five (six if they
reach final) Asia Cup games in
Sri Lanka.

The Asian Cricket Council
has kept provision for 17-mem-
ber squads for Asia Cup.
Accordingly Pakistan, Bangla-
desh have all picked 17-member
squads.

"There is a possibility of

picking the provisional 15-mem-
ber squad for the World Cup
which needs to be submitted by
September 5 but one could
make changes as the deadline for
final squad is September 27," a
BCCI source told PTI on con-
ditions of anonymity.

"For Asia Cup, a couple of
more players could be picked."

The PTI has already report-
ed on Friday that Rahul is near-
ing full fitness while a report in

ESPNCricinfo stated that Iyer
had batted for 38 overs and field-
ed for 50 overs in a warm-up
game at the NCA.

While left-handed batting
sensation Tilak Varma will be
discussed at the meeting, it is still
not sure if he could find a place
in final 15 in case both Iyer and
Rahul are deemed fit.

Ditto for Sanju Samson,
who could miss out on a final 15
berth as Surykumar Yadav with

better finishing abilities could
take the additional batter's slot
if both senior players (Rahul and
Iyer) are fit and available for
selection.

While Ravichandran Ash-
win's name is doing rounds for
World Cup, sheerly on basis of
his skill-sets, a former national
selector wondered why wasn't
Ashwin asked to stay back in the
West Indies after Test series and
check his white ball form in the
ensuing ODIs.

"If you could play Axar at
No. 4, why couldn't you pick Ash
just to check him out as he could
be lethal in Indian conditions?
Why pick him directly in Asia
Cup, if at all?," a member of pre-
vious selection committee asked.

India's likely 17-member
squad (including provisional
15 for Sept 5 deadline): Rohit
Sharma (captain), Shubman
Gill, Virat Kohli, KL Rahul (wk,
subject to fitness), Shreyas Iyer
(subject to fitness), Hardik
Pandya (VC), Ravindra Jadeja,
Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed
Shami, Mohmmed Siraj,
Kuldeep Yadav, Ishan Kishan
(2nd wk), Axar Patel, Shardul
Thakur, Suryakumar Yadav,
Tilak Varma, Yuzvendra
Chahal/R Ashwin.
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Indian women’s cricket team
star all-rounder, Shafali Verma

feels that captain Harmanpreet
Kaur missing the first two games
of the upcoming Asian Games
2023 in September due to sus-
pension, will be a huge blow to
the team but India will have to
cope up with the situation.

”Of course, it’s a very big
loss, but sometimes we have to
change ourselves to situations. I
hope we play well and we
shouldn’t feel her absence”,
Verma told to journalists at the
ICC Cricket World Cup 2023
mascot event in Gurgaon. India
U-19 World Champion and
Delhi Capitals batter, Yash Dhull
was also present at the event.

Harmanpreet Kaur was sus-

pended by the ICC for violating
the Code of Conduct in a recent
ODI series against Bangladesh.

It all started when Harman-
preet shattered the stumps in
anger after being given out
LBW off a Nahida Akter deliv-
ery in the 34th over of the Indian
innings in the 3rd ODI. DRS was
not in use in the ODI series.
However, television replays
showed that the ball, after hitting
her bat, went to the slip fielder.
While she was walking off the
ground she also threw some
words to the umpires.

During the post-match pre-
sentation ceremony, the Indian
captain publicly criticised the
umpires and also mocked the
officials during the team photo
session. Harmanpreet called the
umpires to join the Bangladesh

team for the photo indicating
that the match officials played
for the home side. The series
ended in a 1-1 stalemate.

“Kaur was fined 50 percent
of her match fee for the Level 2
offence and received three
demerit points on her discipli-
nary record. She was found
guilty of breaching article 2.8 of
the ICC Code of Conduct for
Players and Player Support
Personnel, relating to ‘showing
dissent at an umpire’s decision’,
an ICC statement read.

Speaking on India’s chances
at the Asian Games, she is very
much confident of her team and
hope things go in the Women in
Blue’s favour.

”Look, there’s always a 100
percent chance for us. I wish we
win this time”, she said.
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TThe buzz that former
party chief Rahul
Gandhi would once
again be stepping into
the electoral arena

from the family bastion of
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh could
add a new dimension to the
politics of the politically most
vital state of India. While such a
scenario would undoubtedly
enthuse the Congress cadres, his
presence in Amethi might not
single-handedly reverse
Congress's fortunes in the state,
where its standing has been
waning for decades.

However, the added
possibility of Priyanka Gandhi's
potential electoral venture from
the state underscores the
Congress party's resolve to
embark on the journey of
reclaiming its diminishing clout
in this politically pivotal Hindi
heartland state. But, beyond the
confines of the Congress party,
the decision to field both Rahul
and Priyanka from Uttar Pradesh
carries broader implications. It
signifies a strategic move by the
INDIA alliance, aimed at putting
forth a formidable challenge to
the well-entrenched Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP), which has
been riding the wave of
successive Lok Sabha and
assembly victories since 2014.

The widespread speculation
that Bihar's Chief Minister
Kumar and Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge might also
throw their hats into the electoral
ring in Uttar Pradesh in 2024
showcases a determined effort by
both the Congress and its INDIA
alliance partners to disrupt the
BJP's stronghold over the state's
political landscape. Their
strategy revolves around making
inroads into the Dalit and OBC
(Other Backward Classes)
communities while consolidating
the Muslim vote bank.

Recent trends, particularly
post the first phase of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, point towards a
decisive shift in minority voters'
preferences towards the
Congress. An assertive Congress
presence in Uttar Pradesh could
play a role in avoiding
fragmentation within the
minority votes, especially in the
context of parties like the All
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM), led by

Asaduddin Owaisi, who split the
Muslim votes on several seats in
the last assembly polls in 2022.

Although not winning any
seats, the AIMIM's presence
succeeded in disrupting
Samajwadi Party-led alliance
candidates' prospects in at least
several seats.

While the INDIA alliance
relies on Congress to solidify the
minority vote base, leaders such
as Kharge and Nitish Kumar are
aiming to make a dent in the
Dalit and extremely backward
caste votes. This dynamic aims to
create a more challenging
scenario for the BJP. With
Akhilesh Yadav-led Samajwadi
Party's core Yadav votes, EBC
votes, and the Rashtriya Lok
Dal's (RLD) Jat votes in Western
Uttar Pradesh, the alliance hopes
to counterbalance the BJP's
influence.

The INDIA alliance might
also witness the inclusion of
Chandrashekhar Azad in the
coming weeks to further chip
away at Mayawati's Dalit vote
stronghold. This multi-pronged
approach underscores the
significance of Rahul Gandhi's
return and Priyanka Gandhi's
potential entry. It forms a pivotal
part of the big-bang strategy of
the INDIA alliance, designed to
disrupt the prevailing political
equilibrium in Uttar Pradesh.

However, challenging the
BJP's hegemony in the state is no
straightforward task. Recent
municipal polls have
demonstrated the BJP's sturdy
position, seemingly unshaken.
Adding to its advantage is the
forthcoming inauguration of the
grand Ram Temple in Ayodhya
in January 2024, right before the
elections. The opposition
alliance, while facing a daunting
task, can take solace in the fact
that the Samajwadi Party made
gains in the last year's assembly
polls, recouping some lost
ground.

In the last year’s assembly
elections, the BJP secured an
increase of nearly two percentage
points compared to its 2017 tally,
elevating its vote share from
39.7% in 2017 to 41.6% this time.
While the Samajwadi Party's vote
share witnessed an upward jump
from 21.8% to 32%, the disparity
remained substantial. The
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) faced

a decline, dropping from 22.2%
to 12.7%, and the Congress saw
its vote share plummet from
6.3% to a meager 2.4%, falling
even below the Rashtriya Lok
Dal's (RLD) 3% share.

It's crucial to recognize that
Lok Sabha elections and
assembly polls have their
dynamics. In comparison to the
2017 assembly polls, the BJP's
vote share experienced an eight
percent surge in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. In contrast, the
combined vote share of the
Samajwadi Party (SP), BSP, and
RLD, who had formed a pre-poll
alliance, witnessed a significant
decline. Even the Congress faced
a noticeable drop in its vote
share compared to 2017. Riding
high on the popularity of the
Prime Minister, the BJP
witnessed its vote share rising
from 41.57% in the 2017
elections to an impressive 49.6%.

The political landscape in
Uttar Pradesh is complex and
dynamic, where electoral
narratives are multifaceted. The
return of Rahul Gandhi and the
potential entry of Priyanka
Gandhi are undoubtedly pivotal
elements of the INDIA alliance's
strategy. However, the road to
challenging the BJP's dominance
is far from straightforward. The
upcoming months will be
marked by relentless political
maneuvering, calculated moves,
and strategic decisions that will
shape the destiny of millions.

As the Congress endeavors
to rewrite its narrative in Uttar
Pradesh, it must confront not
only the BJP but also the
intricacies of caste dynamics,
regional affiliations, and the
aspirations of a diverse populace.
The unfolding chapters in this
political saga will reveal whether
Congress and its allies can

successfully disrupt the
prevailing order and establish a
new equilibrium that resonates
with the people of Uttar Pradesh.
The story is in motion, the stakes
are high, and the climax of this
political epic remains yet to be
unveiled.

Within the Congress circles,
there's a buzz surrounding the
possibility of Priyanka Gandhi
contesting from the Rae Bareli
Lok Sabha constituency, which is
presently represented by her
mother, the former Congress
president Sonia Gandhi. This
speculation arises from the
potential retirement of Sonia
Gandhi due to health concerns.

Amethi, traditionally a
stronghold of the Gandhi family,
experienced a seismic shift in the
2019 general election when
Smriti Irani of the BJP defeated
Rahul Gandhi, who had held the
seat since 2004. Currently, Rahul
Gandhi represents Wayanad in
Kerala as an MP. Meanwhile,
Sonia Gandhi remains the sole
Congress parliamentarian from
Uttar Pradesh, representing Rae
Bareli. Following the state polls
last year, the party's presence in
the state legislature dwindled to a
mere two seats out of the 403-
member UP House.

The newly-appointed UP
congress president Ajay Rai,
belonging to the upper-caste
Bhumihar community, had
previously contested against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
from Varanasi in both the 2014
and 2019 Lok Sabha elections.
His appointment as the UP
Congress chief signals the
Congress strategy to also
aggressively woo the upper caste
votes.

Apart from these
developments, the Congress also
hopes to leverage the second

phase of Rahul Gandhi-led
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' to invigorate
its cadres and infuse new energy
into the INDIA alliance in Uttar
Pradesh. There's a likelihood that
Rahul will dedicate nearly two
weeks to the state during the
upcoming phase of his yatra,
commencing from Gujarat.
During the first phase of this
yatra, Rahul covered just four
districts in UP, walking over
130km from Ghaziabad, and
encompassing parts of Shamli
and Baghpat before entering
Haryana.

It is anticipated that this
time, Rahul's presence in UP
during the second phase of the
Bharat Jodo yatra would span
over two weeks and cover
around two dozen parliamentary
constituencies.

However, the Congress faces
a substantial challenge in Uttar
Pradesh. Beyond aiding the
INDIA alliance, the party cannot
aspire to emerge as a significant
contender solely by fielding
Rahul, Priyanka, or Kharge from
the state.

Uttar Pradesh has undergone
a profound political
transformation over the last
three decades. The Congress has
witnessed a gradual decline
during this period, while the BJP
and regional forces have
ascended. This transformation is
evident in the shifting vote
shares of these parties in both
Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections.

The Congress secured 54
Lok Sabha seats in the 1991 Lok
Sabha polls, but by 1996, the SP
and BSP had solidified their
positions, heralding the rise of
regional powerhouses. The SP
secured 32 seats, while the
Congress grappled with
maintaining its influence amidst
this evolving scenario.

The 2000s brought further
fragmentation, with the BSP
gaining prominence, particularly
in the 2002 Assembly elections.
The BJP, too, continued to make
inroads, culminating in its
historic performance in the 2014
Lok Sabha elections, where it
secured a remarkable 71 seats.
This ascent stood in stark
contrast to the Congress, which
witnessed a consistent decline
during this period, struggling to
sustain its position in the state's

political hierarchy.
Several factors contributed to

the Congress's decline and the
rise of new powerhouses in Uttar
Pradesh. One significant aspect
was the emergence of caste-
based politics. The SP, under
Mulayam Singh Yadav, and the
BSP, under Mayawati's
leadership, capitalized on caste
affiliations, resonating with
specific voter segments. The
Congress's inability to effectively
address these caste dynamics
cost it crucial support.

The leadership vacuum
within Congress also played a
pivotal role in its decline.
Infighting, factionalism, and a
lack of a cohesive strategy led to
weakened unity and credibility.
As a result, charismatic leaders
from regional parties, like
Mayawati and Mulayam Singh
Yadav, filled the leadership void,
further overshadowing the
Congress' influence.

Shifts in voter aspirations
also contributed to the
transformation. The electorate
sought leaders who could
address immediate concerns,
provide effective governance,
and align with their identity. The
Congress's failure to meet these
evolving expectations pushed
voters toward parties that
resonated more effectively with
their needs, like the BJP's
development-oriented agenda.

As the BJP continues to
consolidate its stronghold over
Uttar Pradesh's politics, the
Congress is faced with the
daunting task of reshaping its
narrative, rejuvenating its
leadership, and reestablishing a
connection with the electorate.
Its resurgence hinges on its
ability to learn from past
experiences, navigate the
intricate web of the state's socio-
political dynamics, and position
itself as a pertinent and
appealing choice for the state's
diverse population.

The return of Rahul Gandhi
may inject vitality into the
Congress, yet it may take
considerable time to rebuild the
party and reclaim its support
base. However, the Congress's
proactive stance in Uttar Pradesh
could enhance the prospects of
the INDIA alliance.

(Navin Upadhyay is the
Executive Editor of the Pioneer)

“CAN RAHUL, PRIYANKA
DISRUPT UP’S POLITICAL SCENARIO?

“CAN RAHUL, PRIYANKA
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Published in the jour-
nal BMC Public
Health, the study, led
by Alexander Obeng,
a doctoral student in

the Department of
Environmental and
Occupational Health at the
Texas A&M University School
of Public Health, analyzed data
on blood lead levels and 
second-hand smoke exposure
in children and adolescents
aged 6 to 19. The study was
supervised by faculty members
Dr Genny Carrillo and Dr
Taehyun Roh.

The researchers used data
from two cycles of the National
Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey
(NHANES), one for 2015-2016
and one for 2017-2018.
NHANES is a large-scale,
nationally representative and
well-regarded health survey.
The researchers analyzed data
on 2,815 children and adoles-
cents, looking at levels of lead
and a metabolite of nicotine
known as cotinine.

Levels of cotinine act as an
indicator of exposure to tobac-
co smoke. The researchers cat-
egorized participants by blood
cotinine levels and age, with
groups for ages 6 to 10, 11 to
15 and 16 to 19, and low, inter-
mediate and heavy cotinine
level categories. They also col-
lected data on age, gender,
race and ethnicity, household
education level and obesity.

The analysis found that
blood lead levels correlated
with cotinine levels. Lead lev-
els were 18 percent higher in
participants in the intermedi-
ate cotinine group and 29 per-
cent higher in the heavy group
compared to those with low
blood cotinine. They also
found that male and non-
Hispanic Black participants
had higher blood lead levels
than the median, while
Hispanic participants had the
lowest average blood lead lev-
els. These findings seem to
align with research showing
that non-Hispanic Black adults
are more likely to smoke than
Hispanic adults.

The researchers also found
that the 6-to-10 age cohort had
the highest percentage of par-
ticipants whose blood lead
levels were over the median,
with a decreasing trend in
older groups. This could be
because of behavioral differ-
ences in younger children,
such as placing hands and
other objects in the mouth
more often, or in how younger
children tend to absorb more
lead than adolescents and

adults. The researchers also
found that obese children and
adolescents had notably lower
lead levels than non-obese
participants.

The findings of this study
provide evidence that 

second-hand smoke may be a
source of lead exposure in
children and adolescents.

“Further research will like-
ly paint a clearer picture of this
exposure route, especially in
younger children, but the find-
ings here can inform current
efforts to eliminate low-level
lead exposure in children,”
Carrillo said. “For example,
education of parents about
second-hand smoke as a source
of lead exposure could help

decrease lead exposure in chil-
dren and further build on the
successes of past lead removal
initiatives.”

The lead menance does
not end here. Yet another study
has pointed out that lead expo-
sure during pregnancy can be
lethal. Doctors say that a preg-
nant woman, can pass her lead
exposure to the fetus in her
womb through the placenta.
One can mitigate this exposure
by maintaining a good iron

level and getting checked for
anemia during prenatal care.
Prenatal vitamins contain iron
supplements.

Pregnant or breastfeeding
women also should avoid being
around renovations to a home
built before 1978 since dust and
particles from paint that is dis-
rupted during construction
can pose a risk for lead expo-
sure. Pipes in homes also may
be a source of lead exposure.

According to the doctors,

adults absorb only about 1% of
the lead in food or water. But
for babies and children, the
absorption rate is about 50% of
the lead in water and food
products.

Breastfeeding decreases the
exposure of toxic metals to a
baby, including lead.
Complementary foods usually
are introduced at six months in
an exclusively breastfed baby.
For other babies, foods typical-
ly are introduced at about four
months. As with an adult, lead
exposure from food can be
decreased with a diverse diet.

Because some baby foods
have higher levels of heavy
metals, including lead, parents
should consider feeding their
babies a variety of foods to
decrease their lead exposure.
For example, rather than just
using rice cereal, which may
have a higher amount of lead,
consider feeding a variety of
grains, including oat, barley
and multigrains. Read the food
labels for information and rec-
ommendations based on age
and possible allergens.

Babies and adults have
less exposure to lead now
than 30 years ago. Lead is
measured more precisely, and
food and environmental stan-
dards continue to increase.
Talk with your health care
team if you have concerns
about lead exposure.

LEAD EXPOSURE HARMFUL TO KIDS
	 # 
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What is OMPT?

Orthopaedic Manual
Physiotherapy (OMPT)
is a specialty in physio-

therapy which primarily focus-
es on diagnosis and manage-
ment of neuro-musculoskeletal
problems.  One of the advan-
tages of OMPT is that it is non-
invasive and does not involve
medication, injections or
surgery, thus making it a safe
and effective treatment option
for many patients.

Additionally, OMPT can
be used in conjunction with
other forms of therapy, such as
exercise and electrotherapy, to
provide a comprehensive treat-
ment approach.

Please share its history
The practice of manual ther-

apy existed since ancient times,
Hippocrates and Galen had prac-
ticed it. In the middle age, the
traction and manipulation of
spine was in use. Bone setters
used manual therapy in form of
manipulation. Andrew Taylor,
still an American physician in
1874 found osteopathy and

emphasized Osteopathic
Manipulative Treatment (OMT).
David Palmer in 1895 found chi-
ropractic which focuses on
manipulation exclusively.
Orthopaedic physicians Menell
and Cyriax in 19th century prac-
ticed and taught manual thera-
py for physiotherapists. In 19th
century, physiotherapists Stanley
V Paris, Freddy Kaltenborn ,
Geoffrey Maitland, Robbin
Mckenzie, Brian mulligan and
others developed their own
school of thoughts in orthopaedic
manual physiotherapy.

What about diagnosis and
treatment in OMPT?

The diagnosis in OMPT is
based on utilizing best research
evidence in clinical diagnosis
and treatment includes skillful
application of manual physio-
therapy techniques for spine,
jaw, upper & lower limbs, and
exercise prescription with clin-
ical reasoning. The OMPT treat-
ment includes Soft Tissue
Mobilization (STM) for dys-
functional muscles, tendon, lig-
aments and fascia. Trigger point

therapy release for myofascial
trigger points deactivation.
Mobilization with thrust
(manipulation) and without
thrust for spinal, jaw, upper and
lower limbs joint restriction
and mal-alignment. Neural
mobilization for peripheral
nerve entrapment and restric-
tion.  Muscle stretching,
strengthening and propriocep-
tive training.
What orthopaedic conditions
can be treated with OMPT ?

The orthopaedic conditions

that can be effectively treated by
using OMPT are: Frozen shoul-
der, osteoarthritis, impinge-
ments, tendinitis, bursitis, mus-
cle strain, ligament sprain, nerve

compressions (extra spinal),
TMD (jaw pain), headaches,
dizziness, neck and low back
pains (due to spondylosis, disc
bulge/herniation , nerve root

compressions and facet joint
impingement), Thoracic Outlet
Syndrome (TOS),ribcage dys-
functions, pelvic girdle pain, tail
bone pain, bone stress injuries
(BSI) and etc. Nearly 250 neuro-
musculoskeletal problems from
mechanical origin can be treat-
ed with OMPT.

What is its status in India?
The OMPT practice and

practioners are in India for
past two decades, at the
beginning physiotherapists
went abroad for pursuing
OMPT education. But now
few universities and insti-
tutes in India are offering full
time and part time OMPT
educational  programs.
Currently, the awareness
about OMPT among general
population is fairly less com-
pared to countries like USA,
Canada, Australia and New
Zealand. If the people in
India are made aware about
OMPT, a lot of neuromuscu-
lar problems can be treated
conservatively without med-
ications and surgeries.

How OMPT works in
orthopaedic conditions?

OMPT practitioners pro-
vide patient management on
neuromusculoskeletal condi-
tions ranging from simple to
complex, and provide recom-
mendations and interventions in
the area of health and wellness.
Also, when someone suffers
from a neuromusculoskeletal
disorder, an exercise and move-
ment re-education program
may be sufficient to restore full
pain-free movement, function,
and return to full activity.
However, in some cases, soft-tis-
sue and joint restrictions are pre-
sent, resulting in these same
interventions being painful or,
worse, aggravating to the condi-
tion.  In these instances, an
OMPT therapist can provide
hands-on techniques to improve
mobility, reduce pain, and
restore normal function of soft
tissues and joints.

(Pawan Kumar is
Director, International

Institute of Digital Teachings
and Vice- President at 

Physio Plus Tech
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OMPT is uniquely based on scientific evidence for efficacy
and on bio-psychosocial structure of every single patient thus
ensuring a tailored therapeutic treatment

DISORDERS TREATED
a)    Functional spine disorders
b) Acute and chronic low back pain
c) hysical dysfunctions of peripheral nervous system
d) Tension headache, migraine, cervicogenic headache, dizzi-

ness, ocular disorders, Stiff neck, cervical pain, cervico-
brachialgia etc

e) Appendicular skeleton functional disorders
f) Articular hypomobility after immobility, trauma and

surgery
g) Painful shoulder, shoulder instability, adhesive capsulitis
h) Muscle lesions and contusions, bursitis, tendonitis, tenosyn-

ovitis, overuse syndrome, osteoarthrosis, fractures and dis-
locations

i) Foot and ankle pathological alterations
J) Distorsive trauma due to car accidents or work accidents)

WHAT'S IN
SECOND-
HAND
SMOKE?
● According to the Centers

for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC),
smoke emitted from
tobacco contains about
7,000 toxic chemicals.
Of these, hundreds are
known toxins and
approximately 70 are
known to be linked to
cancer (carcinogenic).

● Chemicals such as ben-
zene, formaldehyde,
vinyl chloride, arsenic
ammonia, hydrogen
cyanide, and carbon
monoxide are released
into the air as a result of
second-hand smoke.
While smokers inhale
these poisonous sub-
stances directly, non-
smokers nearby do so in
an indirect manner due
to the chemicals.

● Children who are exposed to second-hand
smoke are at an increased risk for acute res-
piratory infections such as pneumonia and
bronchitis, middle ear disease, more fre-
quent and severe asthma, respiratory
symptoms, and slowed lung growth.

● Wheezing, coughing, and shortness of
breath are more common in children
exposed to second-hand smoke.

● Children whose parents smoke around
them get more ear infections. They also
have fluid in their ears more often and have
more operations to put in ear tubes for
drainage.

● Second-hand smoke can trigger an asth-
ma attack in a child. Children with asth-
ma who are around second-hand smoke
have more severe and frequent asthma
attacks. A severe asthma attack can put a
child’s life in danger.
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Hydrotherapy, a thera-
peutic approach that
involves water

immersion, is given to babies
in a special tub with neck
tubes that support the baby
and help them stay afloat. It
is gaining popularity in India
as in the western countries.
The gentle nature of water
creates an ideal environment
for babies to enhance their
motor skills, muscle strength,
and overall physical well-
being, says
Dr. Prashanth Gowda,
Paediatrician and  Director
of DYU Healthcare.

According to him major
benefits are: 
Enhances Motor Skills

Water provides a sup-
portive medium for babies to
explore and develop their
motor skills. The buoyancy of
water reduces the effects of
gravity on their bodies, allow-
ing them to move more freely
and with less resistance. This
freedom of movement
encourages babies to practice
various motor skills, such as
kicking, reaching, and grasp-
ing. Through regular
hydrotherapy sessions, babies
can improve their coordina-
tion, balance, and spatial
awareness.

Strengthens Muscles
The resistance provided

by water during hydrothera-
py sessions helps in strength-
ening the muscles of babies
and infants. As they move
their arms and legs against
the water, they experience a
gentle resistance that engages
and tones their muscles. This
resistance aids in building
muscle strength, which is
crucial for their overall phys-
ical development. Strong
muscles provide a solid foun-
dation for future milestones
like crawling, standing, and
walking.

Improves Range of Motion
Hydrotherapy allows

babies to experience a wider
range of motion than they
typically do on land. The
buoyancy and reduced grav-
itational pull in water enable
babies to move their limbs
more freely and with less
effort. This increased range of
motion aids in joint flexibil-
ity, promotes muscle relax-
ation, and improves overall
body coordination.

Reduction of Colic
Hydrotherapy has been

found to be an effective
method for reducing colic in
infants. The warm water and
gentle movements create a
soothing environment that
can alleviate discomfort and
promote relaxation in babies
with colic. The buoyancy of
water also helps to relieve
pressure on the digestive sys-
tem, easing symptoms asso-
ciated with colic. By incorpo-
rating hydrotherapy into the
care routine of infants with
colic, parents and caregivers
can offer a natural and calm-
ing solution to alleviate colic-
related discomfort and pro-
mote overall well-being.

Better Sleep
Hydrotherapy plays a

significant role in promoting
better sleep for infants. The
warm water during
hydrotherapy mimics the
sensations experienced in
the womb. This calming
effect helps to reduce stress
and anxiety, allowing infants
to unwind and prepare for a
restful sleep. Additionally,
hydrotherapy aids in regulat-
ing the nervous system and
promoting overall relaxation,
which can contribute to
improved sleep patterns.

Thus, Hydrotherapy
offers a wealth of benefits for
the physical development of
babies and infants. As with
any form of therapy, it is
important to consult with a
qualified professional experi-
enced in hydrotherapy to
ensure safe and effective ses-
sions for babies and infants.

By incorporating
hydrotherapy into their early
developmental stages, parents
and caregivers can provide
their little ones with a nurtur-
ing environment that pro-
motes physical growth,
movement exploration, and
a positive sensory experience.
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Even after two decades of
rapid economic expansion,

India continues to rely heavi-
ly on the informal economy,
which employs more than 80
per cent of the workforce. Both
the traditional informal econ-
omy and the growing infor-
mality within the formal sector
exemplify this phenomenon.
Due to the limited job oppor-
tunities within the formal
economy, many individuals are
compelled to seek employ-
ment in the informal sector.
The increasing utilisation of
contract labour and production
outsourcing serves as the pri-
mary catalyst for the rising
prevalence of informal employ-
ment within the formal sector.
This signifies that merely
encouraging the informal sec-
tor to transition to formalisa-
tion through a combination of
incentives and enforcement is
no longer adequate.

In this regard, initiatives
such as the Unorganised
Workers Social Security Act,
the Contract Labour (Abolition
& Regulation) Act, Workers’
Welfare Boards, and pro-
grammes promoting micro,
small, and medium enterpris-
es represent some of India’s
efforts to combat informality. 

In the year 2019-20, the
informal sector employed
around 82 per cent of the
workforce, while the formal
sector accounted for 17 per
cent. This reflects the govern-
ment’s endeavours to extend
social security measures to
employees in the informal sec-
tor. Within the economy, a
staggering 91.3 per cent of
workers lack written contracts,
paid time off, and other bene-
fits. The prevalence of out-
sourcing is underscored by the
11.71 per cent of informal
workers within the formal sec-
tor (Figure-1). The propor-
tion of informal employment
within the formal sector esca-
lated from 6.64 per cent in
2004-05 to 11.71 per cent in
2019-20. 

The employment structure
reveals a decline in the pro-
portion of informal sector
workers over time, accompa-
nied by notable expansion in

formal sector employment.
This shift was primarily attrib-
uted to a decrease in agricul-
tural employment, while all
industry categories, except
mining, witnessed robust
growth in formal sector

employment. Between 2004-05
and 2019-20, formal sector
employment increased across
construction, services, and
manufacturing. Consequently,
the percentage of workers with-
in the formal sector rose from

11.6 per cent in 2004-2005 to
16.3 per cent in 2011-2012, fur-
ther increasing to 18.1 per
cent in 2019-2020.

The employment structure
reveals a decline in the pro-
portion of informal sector

workers over time, accompa-
nied by notable expansion in
formal sector employment.
This shift was primarily attrib-
uted to a decrease in agricul-
tural employment, while all
industry categories, except

mining, witnessed robust
growth in formal sector
employment. Between 2004-05
and 2019-20, formal sector
employment increased across
construction, services, and
manufacturing. Consequently,
the percentage of workers with-
in the formal sector rose from
11.6 percent in 2004-2005 to
16.3 percent in 2011-2012, fur-
ther increasing to 18.1 percent
in 2019-2020.

More particular, the share
of informal employment
increased across practically all
industries in the formal sector,
where one would anticipate
increasing employment to be
linked to an improvement in
employment quality and the
formal/informal status of work.
If we consider the two termi-
nal years for which we have the
pertinent statistics, the share of
informal employment in the
formal manufacturing sector
increased slightly. This per-
centage increased also slightly

in construction. In the finan-
cial industry, the proportion of
non-wage workers in the for-
mal sector increased also. The
percentage of non-formal
employment in the real estate
industry increased from 28.3

per cent to 52.2 per cent dur-
ing the period 2004-05 to
2019-20. The share of informal
employment increased signif-
icantly in the formal sectors of
education, health, and com-
munity services. The overall
rate of informal employment in
the (formal) service sector
increased quickly. 

A big informal sector also
has an impact on the govern-
ment in terms of lost revenue
because the entities operating
in the informal sector do not
figure toward the government’s
fiscal revenue net. As a result,
the informal sector hurts the
interests of the working class,
the government, and finally
evens the employer. Informal
markets are socially governed
rather than by the govern-
ment. 

Many business associa-
tions and thousands of cham-
bers of commerce exert societal
corporatist control over
apprenticeships, access to jobs,
and work sites; they formally
certify competences and skill;
they handle contract disputes;
they shape prices and set terms
in derived markets; they organ-
ise collective insurance; they
stand up for and defend their
communities against threats
from the state; and they create
laws and regulations.

The rapid informalisation
of employment in the formal
non-agricultural segments
severely impeded the shift
towards formal employment
even as the structure of
employment in the economy
shifted in favour of the non-
farm and formal sector. The
high persistence of informali-
ty in the economy is caused by
the low levels of formal edu-
cation and training among
informal sector workers and
low wages as well as low pro-
ductivity prevailing in this sec-
tor. Therefore, government
needs to consider to formalize
the economy, for that a com-
prehensive framework is
required. 

(The writer is associated
with Union Ministry of Labour
and Employment. The views
expressed here are his own)

After three indictments of
former US President

Donald Trump, the fourth one
in Georgia came not as a sur-
prise but as a powerful expo-
sition of the scope of Trump’s
efforts to remain in power
despite losing the 2020 presi-
dential election.

New conservative legal
scholarship spells out how and
why those actions — which
were observed by the public
over many months — disqual-
ify Trump from serving in the
presidency ever again. And
our read of the Georgia indict-
ment, as longtime lawyers our-
selves, shows why and how that
disqualification can be put into
effect.

The key to all of this is the
14th Amendment to the
Constitution, which states that
“No person shall… hold any
office, under the United States
… who, having previously
taken an oath… to support the
Constitution of the United
States, shall have engaged in
insurrection or rebellion
against the same, or given aid
or comfort to the enemies
thereof.” Trump took that oath
at his inauguration on January
20, 2017.

Both Trump’s Georgia
indictment, and his federal
indictment in Washington,
DC, cite largely public infor-
mation — and some newly
unearthed material — to spell
out exactly how he engaged in
efforts to rebel against the
Constitution, and sought and
gave aid and comfort to others

who also did so.
Legal scholars William

Baude and Michael Stokes
Paulsen, conservatives them-
selves and members of the
conservative Federalist Society,
have recently published a paper
declaring that under the 14th
Amendment, Trump’s actions
render him ineligible to hold
office.

We believe the Georgia
indictment provides even more
detail than the earlier federal
one about how Trump’s actions
have already disqualified him
from office, and shows a way to
keep him off the ballot in
2024.

Disqualification 
is automatic

Trump’s supporters might
argue that disqualifying him
would be unfair without a trial
and conviction on the January
6 indictment, and perhaps the
Georgia charges.

But Baude and Paulsen,
using originalist interpretation
— the interpretive theory of
choice of the powerful
Federalist Society and Trump’s
conservative court appointees,
which gives full meaning to the
actual, original text of the
Constitution — demonstrate
that no legal proceeding is
required. They say disqualifi-
cation is automatic, or what’s
known in the legal world as
“self-executing.”

Recent public comments
from liberal constitutional
scholar Laurence Tribe and
conservative jurist and former

federal judge Michael Luttig —
who has characterised the
events before, during and since
January 6 as Trump’s “declared
war on American democracy”
— suggest an emerging bipar-
tisan consensus supporting
Baude and Paulsen.

Backed by history
This is not a theoretical bit

of technical law. This provision
of the 14th Amendment was, in
fact, extensively used after the
Civil War to keep former
Confederate leaders from serv-
ing in the federal government,
without being tried or con-
victed of any crime.

A few former Confederates
were charged with crimes asso-

ciated with secession, rebellion
and open war against the
United States. And most were
pardoned by sweeping orders
issued by President Andrew
Johnson.

But even though they had
no relevant convictions, former
Confederates were in fact
barred from office in the US.

In December 1865, sever-
al who had neither been con-
victed nor been pardoned tried
to claim seats in the US House
of Representatives. But the
House clerk refused to swear
them in. It took an act of
Congress — the 1872 Amnesty
Act — to later restore their
office-holding rights.

There is no requirement in

the Constitution that the dis-
qualification be imposed by
any specific process — only
that it applies to people who
take certain actions against
the Constitution.

A path through the states
For the US in 2023, we

believe the most realistic
avenue to enforce the 14th
Amendment’s ban on a second
Trump presidency is through
state election authorities. That’s
where the Georgia indictment
comes in.

State election officials
could themselves, or in
response to a petition of a cit-
izen of that state, refuse Trump
a place on the 2024 ballot

because of the automatic 14th
Amendment disqualification.

Trump would certainly
challenge the move in federal
court. But the recent disquali-
fication proceedings against
former North Carolina
Congressman Madison
Cawthorn provides a road map
and binding legal precedent
affirming the 14th
Amendment as a valid legal
ground for disqualification of
a candidate for federal office.

The Georgia indictment
against Trump and allies
exhaustively details extensive
acts of lying, manipulation and
threats against Georgia offi-
cials, as well as a fraudulent
fake elector scheme to illegal-
ly subvert the legitimate 2020
Georgia presidential vote tally
and resulting elector certifica-
tion.

Trump’s failure to accom-
plish what is tantamount to a
coup in Georgia and other
swing states set the stage for the
violent insurrection of January
6, 2021, that sought to achieve
the same result — Trump’s
fraudulent installation to a sec-
ond term.

In fact, the Georgia scheme
is included in Special Counsel
Jack Smith’s federal indictment
as one of the methods and
means in “aid” of the larger
January 6 federal conspiracy
against the United States.

Baude and Paulsen
acknowledge that “insurrection
and rebellion” are traditional-
ly associated with forced or vio-
lent opposition. But we see the

broader set of actions by
Trump and his allies to subvert
the Constitution — the Georgia
vote count and fake elector
scheme included — as part of
a political coup d’etat. It was a
rebellion.

Georgia as a bellwether
So what makes the Georgia

scheme and indictment com-
pelling for purposes of dis-
qualifying Trump from the
2024 Georgia ballot?

There are minimally six
aspects revealed in the latest
indictment that we believe jus-
tify Georgia — under Section
3 of the post-Civil War
Fourteenth Amendment —
keeping Trump off the ballot:

1. The racketeering scheme
was a multifaceted attempt to
subvert Georgia’s own part of
the 2020 electoral process;

2. The officials on the
receiving end of the unsuc-
cessful racketeering scheme
were elected and appointed
Georgia officials.

3. Whose actions to reject
election subversion vindicated
their own oaths to uphold the
Constitution and laws of the
United States as well as
Georgia’s;

4. Most of these officials
were and are Republicans —
including Secretary of State
Brad Raffensberger, Governor
Brian Kemp and former Lt
Governor Geoff Duncan;

5. These officials will, in
2024 as in 2020, collectively
determine who is qualified to
be on Georgia’s presidential

ballot; and
6. These officials’ testimo-

ny, and related evidence, is at
the heart of the proof of the
Georgia racketeering case
against Trump.

In other words, the evi-
dence to convict Trump in the
Georgia racketeering case is the
same evidence, coming from
the same Georgia officials,
who will be involved in deter-
mining whether, under the
14th Amendment, Trump is
qualified to be on the 2024
presidential ballot — or not.

Little if any additional evi-
dence or proceedings are need-
ed. The Georgia officials
already hold that evidence,
because much of it comes from
them. They don’t need a trial to
establish what they already
know.

How could Trump avoid
this happening? A quick trial
date in Atlanta with an acquit-
tal on all counts might do it, but
this runs counter to his strat-
egy to delay all the pending
criminal cases until after the
2024 election. With no pre-
election trial, there will likely be
no Trump on the 2024 Georgia
ballot, and no chance for him
to win Georgia’s 2024 electoral
college votes.

Once Georgia bars him,
other states may follow. That
would leave Trump with no
way to credibly appear on the
ballot in all 50 states, giving
him no chance to win the
electoral votes required to
claim the White House. 

(The Conversation)
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Aworried mother came asking:
“What is in store of my son’s
destiny. Every now and then he

gets injured. One astrologer suggested
that he is running a maraka dasha.
That has instilled a sense of fear as I
have already lost a child when he was
running maraka dasha.”

Maraka dasha and antardasha keep
coming and going all through one’s
life. But that doesn’t necessarily cause
death. The planets marked as maraka
also signify marriage, partnership, and
business. How that dasha ends up will
depend on various other related fac-
tors. True, your son is apparently run-
ning maraka dasha of Rahu. But Rahu
occupies the nakshatra owned by
Jupiter, the lagna lord tenanted in the
5th house. That assures life. And even
in case of any injury or health issues, it
ensures quick recovery.. His astrologi-
cal pointers do indicate susceptibility
to injury for quite some time. But
these indicators hint out on probable
course of events. They can’t be blindly
taken in finality.

“Sir, I am witness to what my son
is faced with within the timeframe you
also agree. Yet you call it a probability.

Can destiny indications be reversed,
and particularly the effect of maraka?”
Countered the lady.  

Your son himself is a living exam-
ple. He was born in Mars dasha. And
Mars occupies the 7th house marked
as a maraka house. But he has already
seen through that period. Going by the
basic principles of astrology, three fac-
tors need to be taken into considera-
tion while reading a chart – Kala (des-
tiny indicating timeline), Desa
(Environmental and External factors),
and Patra (personality traits). Kala is
subject to the other two variables. It is
difficult to foresee overall environ-
mental and external factors. But avail-
ability of medical facility is again an
external factor, which comes to our aid
in times of need. When India became
independent, the average expectancy
of life was below 50 years. Now it has
gone above 70. It is not because des-
tiny of Indian populace has with time
taken a favourable turn. It is the
improved medical facility that helped.

Now coming to Patra, it needs to
be appreciated that no matter whatever
be the destiny indications, if you fail to
put in quality effort, you won’t achieve

it. In the same vein, if you could intel-
ligently combat the challenges coming
your way, you may overcome it. You
can’t change the effect of varying ener-
gy dynamics of planets. They are avail-

able in equal proportion to one and all.
But how we respond to them individu-
ally, is within our hands. Here, it will
be pertinent to note that human beings
enjoy the exclusive privilege to guide

their actions by choice and discrimina-
tion. The irony, however, is that a large
majority, stuck to the usual flow of life
guided by their inherent tendencies,
seldom remain alert to optimally use
the above empowerment tools. And
when faced with a difficult situation or
failure, instead of identifying and
acknowledging our own weaknesses,
we find it convenient to shift the
blame on destiny.

We can’t change environmental
conditions but can use beneficial
resources available. We can’t straight-
away overturn destiny indications
either. But using our empowerment
tools, we can change Patra factor – our
desire & mind trends as well as habits
tendencies - through conscious efforts.
Thought process purified thus, will in
the first place, help remain alert about
keeping our empowerment tools in
active use under all circumstances. We
will avoid taking any call without due
diligence. And we will move carefully
in a focused way. This, by itself, could
help navigate our life with relative ease
and comfort. Second, we could intelli-
gently deal with external factors.
Third, we may discriminate between

‘what we want’ and ‘what is right’ to
pick up the right lead. We, thus, could
reinvent ourselves to even redefine our
destiny indications.         

“Understood. But let me know the
real reasons behind his frequent
injuries, and a remedial measure if any
to overcome that.” Asked the lady.

A look at his ongoing trends reveal
that progressed Lagna is opposite natal
Sun. Progressed Mars and Mercury are
conjunct natal Venus, and opposite
mischievous Neptune. Read together, it
implies that he would have encoun-
tered emotional setback. Being too
much touchy and sensitive, it has
caught his attention so much – unnec-
essarily brooding and contemplating –
that his thought process has become
disoriented. Consequently, he has lost
sense of alert and been conducting
unmindfully. That’s the reason under-
lying his frequent injuries. The best
remedy for him is counselling for a
while. Simultaneously taught the way
to turn his thought process right.
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