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After the stupendous success
of Chandrayaan-3, which

saw its spacecraft making a
soft-landing on the lunar sur-
face last Wednesday, the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) on Monday declared
that India’s first Solar Mission
to study the Sun would be
launched on September 2 at
11.50 AM from Sriharikota
spaceport, the country’s gate-
way to Space. The flight has
been named PSLV-C57 Aditya
L1 mission.

The Aditya-L1 spacecraft is
designed to provide remote
observations of the solar coro-
na and in-situ observations of
the solar wind at the Sun-
Earth Lagrange Point 1 (L1),
which is about 1.5 million
kilometres from Earth.

S Somanath, Chairman,
ISRO said on Monday, “A Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle XL
rocket will carry Aditya-L1, the
first Space-based Indian obser-
vatory, to study the Sun.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who flew down to ISRO
headquarters straight from
Athens early on Saturday
morning to congratulate the
scientists and engineers over
the success of the soft landing
on the Moon’s South Pole, had
made it known that the coun-

try was all set for its mission to
the Sun. With the launch of
Aditya-L1, India would become
the fourth space-faring nation
in the world which has its eyes
on the Sun, an eternally inter-
esting and mysterious star
which is home to fission as well
as fusion reactions.

Aditya-L1 is a fully-indige-
nous effort with the participa-
tion of national institutions, an
ISRO official said.

The Bengaluru-based
Indian Institute of Astrophysics
(IIA) is the lead institute for the
development of the Visible
Emission Line Coronagraph
(VELC) payload while the
Inter-University Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics,

Pune, has developed the Solar
Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope
(SUIT) payload for the mission. 

According to ISRO, VELC
aims to collect data to solve the
mystery of how the tempera-
ture of the corona can reach
about a million degrees
Centigrade while the Sun’s sur-
face itself stays just over 6,000
degrees. Aditya-L1 that would
be stationed in a halo orbit
around the L-1 would carry
seven payloads to observe the
photosphere, chromosphere
and the corona — the outer-
most layers of the Sun — in dif-
ferent wavebands.

The observatory would
have the major advantage of
continuously viewing the Sun

without any obstruction. This
will help the scientists to
observe the solar activities and
the effect on Space weather in
real time.

Aditya-L1 would have a life
span of five years and two
months. It will take 125 days for
Aditya-L1 to get parked in the
destined orbit and the VELC
will be used for imaging and
spectroscopy of the Sun to
better understand the science
powering the star. Apart from
VELC, six other instruments
will also explore the Sun. While
four payloads would directly
view the Sun from the unique
vantage point of L1, the
remaining three payloads will
carry out in-situ studies of
particles and fields at L1.
Incidentally, the L1 point is cur-
rently home to NASA’s Solar
and Heliospheric Observatory
Satellite. 

Lagrange Points are posi-
tions in Space where the grav-
itational forces of the Sun and
Earth produce enhanced
regions of attraction and repul-
sion. 

These can be used by
spacecraft to reduce fuel con-
sumption needed to remain in
position. Lagrange Points were
named so in honour of Italian-
French mathematician Joseph
Louis Lagrange. 

Continued on Page 2

���


��

����
����
�� �	
��	���

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday spoke with Russian President

Vladimir Putin who conveyed his inabil-
ity to attend the G20 Summit next month
and said that Russia would be represent-
ed by Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov.

Tthe Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
said in a statement, “President Putin con-
veyed his inability to attend the G20
Summit in New Delhi on September 9-10,
2023 and informed that Russia would be
represented by Foreign Minister of the
Russian Federation, Sergey Lavrov.”

The PMO said, “While expressing an
understanding of Putin’s decision not to
attend the G20 Summit, Prime Minister
Modi thanked the President for Russia’s
consistent support on all initiatives under
India’s G20 Presidency.” The two leaders
agreed to remain in touch, the statement
added. Modi and Putin also reviewed
progress on a number of issues of bilater-
al cooperation and exchanged views on
regional and global issues of mutual con-
cern, including the recently-concluded

BRICS Summit in South Africa’s
Johannesburg, the PMO’s statement said.

The development comes after Kremlin
had announced last Friday that President
Putin would not personally attend the
meeting of G20 leaders in Delhi. “No, the
President has no such plans”, Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov had said.

In a statement released on Monday, the
Kremlin said that during the call between
the two leaders, topical issues of "Russian-
Indian relations, steadily developing in the
spirit of the special and privileged strate-
gic partnership, were touched upon. The
positive dynamics of trade and economic

cooperation was underscored. A mutual
commitment to the consistent imple-
mentation of large-scale projects in the
energy sector and joint work on the
expansion of international transport and
logistics infrastructure was expressed.”

The Kremlin said Putin once again
warmly congratulated Prime Minister
Modi on the successful landing of the
Chandrayaan-3 and that they reaffirmed
their willingness to further develop bilat-
eral cooperation in the space exploration
sector. 

The Kremlin also stated, “The results
of the BRICS summit in Johannesburg
were discussed. The significance of the
agreements reached, primarily, the expan-
sion of BRICS, which will undoubtedly
contribute to the growth of its influence
in international affairs, was emphasised.”

"The two sides agreed on close inter-
action in the context of Russia's BRICS
chairmanship starting on January 1, 2024.
An exchange of views was also held with
regard to the forthcoming G20 summit in
New Delhi," it added.

Continued on Page 2
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is expect-

ing General Elections sooner
than later. Saying that the saf-
fron outfit had its “plans ready
to conduct the parliamentary
elections in January or if possi-
ble in December this year”, the
Chief Minister said everything
is being done to ensure the BJP’s
victory for the third time.

Mamata based her argu-
ments on reports that the BJP
had hired all the helicopters for
campaigning. “I have reports

that they have engaged all the
helicopters available in the State
for campaigning, leaving almost

none for Opposition party lead-
ers … this is one ploy to stop the
Opposition leaders from reach-
ing out to the people,” she said.
Mamata added that such plans
have made her apprehensive
that the elections could be
brought forward to December
or January this year instead of
April-May 2024.

Addressing a Trinamool
Congress Chhatra Parishad rally
Mamata said, “If the BJP comes
to power for the third time, then
there may not be any election in
future … as they will unleash a
completely autocratic rule”.

Taking aim at the BJP, Mamata
implored the people to ensure
that the saffron outfit was
thrown out of power in 2024 “or
else they will never let democ-
racy stand on its feet.”

As an instance of the BJP’s
“undemocratic ways”, Mamata
said like all the other indepen-
dent agencies the Narendra
Modi Government had brought
the Election Commission com-
pletely under its control and the
national poll panel could be
forced to do everything to
ensure the BJP’s victory.

Continued on Page 2
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To attract more and more
tourists to the Gurez valley

in the coming season, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha Monday
inaugurated India’s first museum
for Dardis which traces the
journey of Shina culture, lan-
guages, and ‘Gurezi’ way of life.

Labeled as the ‘Shinon
Meeras’, the Shina Cultural
Centre, is curated and developed
by the Indian Army and District
Administration, Bandipora.
“The centre is a unique tribute
to preserve and promote glori-
ous artistic heritage of the Dard-
Shin tribal community and to
provide glimpses of its rich cul-
ture to world,” the Lt Governor
said in his inaugural address. 
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The BJP has asked for an
NIA investigation into the

Sunday’s Duttapukur cracker
factory blast that claimed 10
people and maimed more than
a dozen others.

Informing that he had
already filed a public interest
litigation in the Calcutta High
Court, Bengal Opposition
Leader Suvendu Adhikari on
Monday said that he had no
doubts considering the inten-
sity of the blast that “it was an
RDX explosion.”

Locals who fished out
strewn bodies, severed heads,
hands etc from nearby ponds
too backed Adhikari’s claims
saying nothing short of an
NIA probe would satisfy them.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said the

Indian economy was on the
path of rapid growth which had
led to creation of big opportu-
nities for employment of the
youth.

Addressing a Rozgar Mela
where he distributed over
51,000 appointment letters to
the youth, he said automobile,
pharma, tourism and food pro-
cessing sectors were expected
to grow at a rapid pace and
open up employment oppor-
tunities for the youth. 

Modi addressed the Rozgar
Mela virtually as the new
appointees in central paramil-
itary forces, Narcotics Control
Bureau and the Delhi Police
joined in from 45 locations
across the country. 

The Prime Minister said
India had emerged as the fastest
growing economy and would
soon be among the top three
economies in the world during

this decade and bring benefits
to the common man. “For any
economy to grow, it is imper-
ative that every sector develops.
From the food sector to phar-
maceuticals, from space to
start-ups, when every sector
grows the economy will move
ahead,” he said. 

He said the tourism sector
alone was expected to con-
tribute Rs 20 lakh crore to the
economy by 2030 and had the
potential to create 13-14 crore
new jobs. Citing the example of
the pharmaceutical industry,
the prime minister said the sec-

tor worth Rs four lakh crore at
present is expected to grow to
Rs 10 lakh crore by 2030.
“What does it mean? It means
that in this decade the pharma
industry will need a lot of
youth. 

There will be opportunities
for employment,” Modi said.
He said the automobile and the
auto component sector too
was on the growth path and
will require youth power to
propel it. The food processing
industry, which was worth
approximately Rs 26 lakh crore
last year, was bound to rise to

Rs 35 lakh crore in the next
three-and-a-half years.  “With
expansion comes increased
employment opportunities,” he
added.  Citing the example of
Uttar Pradesh, he said good
governance in the state has led
to establishment of the rule of
law, which has in turn brought
in a lot of investments.

“In an atmosphere of secu-
rity, the establishment of the
rule of the law speeds up devel-
opment, instills confidence in
the people and brings in
investments,” he said. However,
states with rising crime rates

witnessed fewer investments
and shrinking of employment
opportunities, Modi said.  “A
new era of transformation can
be witnessed owing to the
efforts of the government in the
last nine years,” the prime min-
ister said. 

He said India clocking
record exports last year was a
sign of the increased demand
for Indian made goods in the
global market. 

Modi noted that produc-
tion has gone up, employment
has increased and the income
of family has seen a rise.  India,
he said, has become second
largest mobile manufacturing
nation in world and the coun-
try was now focusing on other
electronic gadgets. 

“India will replicate success
of mobile manufacturing sec-
tor in the IT and hardware
manufacturing sector. The day
is not far when Made in India
laptops and personal comput-
ers will make us proud,” the
prime minister said. 
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Anew model that reliably
predicts a woman’s likeli-

hood of developing and then
dying of breast cancer within a
decade has been developed by
researchers from University of
Oxford University on the basis
of an extensive analysis of data
from 11.6 million women aged
20-90 from 2000 to 2020. 

All of these women had no
prior history of breast cancer.
While vital, current breast can-
cer screening can lead to over-
diagnosis and unnecessary
treatments, posing challenges to
the NHS, the new model could
inform a personalised screening
approach, targeting women at
the highest risk, potentially

reducing breast cancer deaths,
and reducing unnecessary
screenings for lower-risk indi-
viduals. Researchers said that
the new model works to predict
a woman’s 10-year combined
risk of developing and then
dying from breast cancer. 

Identifying women at the
highest risk of deadly cancers
could improve screening.  These
women could be invited to start
screening earlier, be invited for
more frequent screenings, or be
screened with different types of
imaging. 
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The CBI has registered a sec-
ond FIR against IITM-

Pune scientist Gurfan Beig
and others for the alleged graft
in clearing China-made LED
boards for air quality and
weather information display at
exorbitant rates to be installed
in Ahmedabad.

Beig was earlier charge-
sheeted in a separate case
related to such LED boards to
be installed in Pune. Recently,
a special court had dismissed
his application seeking dis-
charge from the case. 

The fresh case, f i led
recently, relates to the instal-
lation of LED boards in
Ahmedabad. The agency has
alleged that Beig and other
unidentified officials of the
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM) had dilut-
ed the terms and conditions

and the essential specifica-
tions of items in the tender for
the installation of the digital
display system (DDS) under
the project System for Air
Quality and Weather
Forecasting & Research for
Ahmedabad (SAFAR-
Ahmedabad).

The tender for 12 LED
display boards, four indoor
LED displays to be supplied,
fixed and installed along with
an operation and maintenance
contract for five years was
awarded to Mumbai-based
Video Wall India Private
Limited, officials said.  

It is also alleged that Anil
Girkar, director of Video Wall
India, fraudulently claimed
that his company was an orig-
inal equipment manufacturer
(OEM) of the boards.
However, he imported the
panels from China and assem-
bled them for supply to the
IITM. 
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With four months to go, the country has wit-
nessed record tiger deaths at 128 till date

this year, the highest in a decade. This indicates
that the toll could be higher by the end of 2023
as a considerable number of natural deaths inside
forests often go unreported.

Data available from the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA) till August 28
this year reveals that if 65 big cats had fallen prey
to poachers, accidents and man-animal conflict
outside protected areas nearly the same num-
ber of predators died inside the tiger reserve in
territorial fights and due to old age. This calls
for rigorous conservation efforts, sensitization
of the community on the one hand and better
management inside the forest reserves, say
wildlife experts.

According to the recent census, India’s tiger
population increased to 3,682 in 2022, up from
2,967 in 2018. Statewise, Madhya Pradesh
which is home to the highest number of tigers
in the country at 785, reported highest casual-
ties at 32 closely followed by Maharashtra where
29 predators have perished till date. 

Maharashtra hosts 560 big cats. The two
states combined accounts 60 predators’ deaths,
which is nearly half of the total deaths report-
ed from across the country. Madhya Pradesh
continues to host the highest number of tigers

in the country, at 785. Along with Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Uttarakhand, which house 563, 560 and 44 tigers
each, have reported bulk of India’s rise in tiger
numbers. Karnataka, which hosts 563 tigers, wit-
ness 15 tiger deaths while Uttarakhand home to
roughly 44 tigers, too recorded 15 deaths. 

“These are the number of deaths that are
actually reported. Many tigers die of natural
causes inside the forest area and their deaths go
unreported... the total number of tiger deaths
in 2023 could be higher,” sources said.

The government’s report too flags these con-
cerns. India has 54 tiger reserves spread across
75,796 square kilometres. Approximately 35 per-
cent of these reserves urgently require “enhanced
protection measures, habitat restoration, ungu-
late augmentation, and subsequent tiger rein-
troduction,” says the All India Tiger Estimation
quadrennial report.

New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate on Monday said it
has filed a fresh charge sheet in
the Saradha group money laun-
dering case and arraigned a for-
mer DGP and a former CPM
MLA as accused.

The second supplementary
prosecution complaint was filed
on August 21 before a special
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) court
in Kolkata and the court took
cognisance of the charge sheet
on that day itself, the ED said in
a statement.

Those named as accused in
the latest charge sheet are Rajat
Kumar Majumder, the former
Director General of Police of
West Bengal Armed Police,
Debendranath Biswas, a former
Indian Police Service officer and
former CPM MLA, Debabrata

Sarkar, an executive committee
member of the East Bengal
Club, and Sandhir Agarwal,
Sajjan Agarwal, Advocate
Naresh Balodia and Anubhuti
Printers and Publication Private
Limited, Guwahati, a company
owned by late Anjan Dutta, a
former Assam Cabinet minister
and president of state Congress
party, it said.

They have been accused of
“acquiring” proceeds of crime
from Saradha group of compa-
nies and concealing and pro-
jecting it as untainted property,
it added. According to ED, the
Saradha group was engaged in
illegal collection of a huge sum
from innocent investors in large
parts of eastern India during
2009-2013 without any due
permission from regulatory
authorities.
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Chandrayaan-3 mission’s
rover ‘Pragyan’ came across

a four-metre diameter crater
just ahead of its location on
lunar surface before it was
commanded to retrace its path,
ISRO said on Monday. 

It’s now safely heading on
a new path, the Bengaluru-
headquartered national space
agency said in a social media
post. ISRO said the rover came
across a four-metre diameter
crater located three metres
ahead of its location on August
27. “The rover was command-
ed to retrace the path,” it added.

ISRO on Sunday released
the first observations from the
ChaSTE payload onboard the
‘Vikram’ lander of the country’s
third lunar mission
Chandrayaan-3. ChaSTE
(Chandra’s Surface

Thermophysical Experiment)
measures the temperature pro-
file of the lunar topsoil around
the pole, to understand the
thermal behaviour of the
Moon’s surface. 

It has a temperature probe
equipped with a controlled
penetration mechanism capa-
ble of reaching a depth of 10 cm
beneath the surface. The probe
is fitted with 10 individual
temperature sensors. ISRO
came out with a graph illus-

trating the temperature varia-
tions of the lunar surface/near-
surface at various depths, as
recorded during the probe’s
penetration. This is the first
such profile for the lunar south
pole. Detailed observations are
underway, the space agency
said. ISRO has said two of the
three Chandrayaan-3 mission
objectives have been achieved
while the third — in-situ sci-
entific experiments — are
underway. 
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The CBI has registered an
FIR against Enforcement

Directorate (ED) Assistant
Director Pawan Khatri in con-
nection with an alleged pay-
ment of Rs 5 crore by liquor
businessman Amandeep Dhall
who wanted help in the Delhi
excise policy scam case.

Along with the two, the
CBI has also named an
Assistant General Manager of
Air India Deepak Sangwan, the
CEO of Claridges Hotels and
Resorts Vikramaditya,
Chartered Accountant Praveen
Kumar Vats and two others —
Nitesh Kohar, an upper divi-
sional clerk (UDC) in the ED,
and Birender Pal Singh.

The CBI action was initi-
ated on a complaint from the
ED), which during its probe in
the Delhi government’s excise
policy scam found that
Amandeep Dhall, an accused
in the case, and his father
Birender Pal Singh gave Rs 5
crore bribe to Chartered
Accountant Praveen Vats for
arranging help in the ED probe,
the officials said.

Vats told the ED that

Sangwan had introduced him
to Khatri in December 2022,
they said. Vats said that he paid
Rs 50 lakh as advance to
Sangwan and Khatri in
December 2022 at a parking
place behind ITC Hotel in
Vasant Vihar for taking out
Dhall’s name from the list of the
accused, they said.

The ED referred its probe
to the CBI on the basis of which
the latter registered a case.
The accused have been booked
for offences relating to crimi-
nal conspiracy, bribing a pub-
lic servant and for offences
relating to public servant being
bribed, taking undue advantage
to influence public servant by
corrupt or illegal means or by
exercise of personal influence.

Searches were conducted
by the ED at the residences of
Khatri and Kohar and their

statements were also recorded
under PMLA.”With respect to
the findings related to the role
of Pawan Khatri and Nitesh
Kohar in the above incident, it
appears from their statements
recorded till date and the
CCTV footages collected from
Haldiram (near UPSC) and
Claridges hotel that they were
meeting private persons includ-
ing Deepak Sangwan. 

Praveen Vats, Birenderpal
Singh, etc. Further, they were
aware of the issue that some
bribes had exchanged hands
between Sirender Pal Singh
and Praveen Vats. Further.
Pawan Khatri was present in
the meeting on 29.06.2023,” the
reads communication by ED
Special Director Sonia Narang
to the CBI seeking registration
of an FIR.

Khatri never informed any
Senior Officer of ED regarding
all these goings on. During the
search operation, cash of Rs. 2,
19,80.000 (part of the Rs 5 crore
bribe money has also been
inter-alia seized from the res-
idence of Vats which corrobo-
rates that bribe money
exchanged hands, according
to the ED complaint.
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From Page 1
According to a top ISRO

scientist, the ‘Mission to Sun’
assumes significance as it
would unravel mysteries sur-
rounding space weather. “Every
planet, including the Earth,
evolves, and this evolution is
governed by its parent star. 

The environment and solar
weather affect the weather of
the entire system. It is added
that variations in this weather
are responsible for changing the
orbits of satellites or even
shorten their lives, interfere
with or damage onboard elec-
tronics, and cause power black-
outs and other disturbances on
the Earth. This is why knowl-
edge of solar events is required
to understand space weather,”
he said. 

From Page 1
"They are dominating all

the agencies … they are not
even taking Supreme Court
orders into consideration …
they have not included any
representative of the Supreme
Court in the Committee formed
to select the members of the
Election Commission … this is
utter defiance of the judicial
order … and this they are doing
to unleash an autocratic rule in
the country," Mamata who has
for long been complaining of
excesses being committed by the
Enforcement Directorate and
Central Bureau of Investigation
said. Blaming the Centre for

igniting communal disharmo-
ny in the country, she said,
"They (BJP) have already creat-
ed widespread disharmony and
animosity among the commu-
nities … now if they come to
power for the third time then we
will turn into a nation of hatred."

BJP leadership could deal a
final blow on her family by
arresting as big a Trinamool
Congress leader as Abhishek
Banerjee who besides being
her nephew is also the TMC
general secretary, Mamata
alleged reminding how the ED
had conducted a day-long raid
in the office of Leaps and
Bounds a company owned and

run by the junior Banerjee.
"No sooner than he

returned from America the ED
raided his office and even
downloaded some files in the
computers there in order to
frame him in false cases … no
one knows what kind of files
those are," Mamata said.

A case had already been
filed with the Calcutta Police
against ED and the police have
seized the said computers. The
ED, however, later claimed that
while the raid was on some offi-
cer downloaded some person-
al files for his daughter related
to admissions in some educa-
tional institutions.

����������	

�����
�����+++ �������		
	���
��
� ��
�

�������
����
	�������������

From Page 1
Both Modi and Putin had

attended the BRICS summit,
with the Russian leader attend-
ing the event remotely. Putin
had skipped the BRICS
Summit and attended it
through a video link as he risks
arrest when travelling abroad
after the International Criminal
Court issued a warrant against
him saying he committed war
crimes in Ukraine.

Putin had said that Russia
wanted to end a war that had
been “unleashed by the West
and its satellites” in Ukraine.
“The West’s attempts to punish
and isolate Russia financially
for sending troops into Ukraine
are an illegitimate sanctions
practice and illegal freezing of
assets of sovereign states, which
essentially amounts to them
trampling upon all the basic
norms and rules of free trade,”
Putin was quoted as saying by
an international news agency.

The G20 summit will be
held in New Delhi on
September 9 and 10. 
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Ateam of Indian-origin sci-
entists has identified 11

risk factors — age education,
history of diabetes, history of
current depression, history of
stroke, parental dementia, eco-
nomic disadvantage, high
blood pressure, high choles-
terol, living alone, and being
male—for developing demen-
tia, a condition affecting about
50 million people worldwide
and projected to triple by 2050.

The researchers said that
the new dementia risk score
identifies people at risk —
from mid-life onwards — of
developing the disease within
the next 14 years.  
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Amid tight security that
included house arrests and

restrictions on people entering
this communally sensitive Nuh
district, some members from
Hindu groups offered prayers at
key temples on Monday but
were stopped from holding a
full-scale religious yatra.

The Vishva Hindu
Parishad-led organisations had
given a call to “resume” the reli-
gious yatra that was cut on July
31 when mobs attacked the
procession in Nuh. Six people,
including two home guards and
a cleric, were killed in the com-
munal violence that erupted
then in Nuh, and also spread to
adjoining areas.

Police made clear that no
permission was being given to
“complete” the yatra on the last
Monday of the holy month of
Shravan, and the organisers too
had indicated that they would
scale down their plans.

The State Government had

made it clear that local people
were free to offer the “jalab-
hishek” at the temples on the
occasion, but no yatra would be
permitted. Barricades were
erected on the border of Nuh
district, and outsiders kept away.
The town itself wore a deserted
look.

Earlier in the day, there
were reports that some leaders
from the Hindutva organisations
were detained in adjoining
Gurugram. Police did not give
the numbers, but said they took
action to maintain peace.

Only about 15 seers and
leaders from Hindu outfits were
allowed to enter the Nuh district.
They were taken from the Nuh
police lines to the three temples
in Nalhar, Jhir and Singar on the
original yatra route and brought
back in four vehicles.

The distance between the
first temple at Nalhar and the
third at Singar is about 90 kilo-
metres. A religious leader said
about 100 local people accom-
panied them.

No incident of violence has
been reported in Nuh or the
adjoining districts till the
evening. A video clip, however,
surfaced online, purportedly
showing a group of people burn-
ing an effigy of Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
over the restrictions.

Khattar on Sunday asked
devotees to offer prayers at tem-
ples in their neighbourhood
instead of holding any ‘yatra’.
Permission has not been grant-
ed for the ‘yatra’, he had also said.

Nuh Deputy Commissioner
Dhirendra Khadgata said
around 15 seers and leaders of
some Hindutva outfits were
allowed to visit the Shiv temple
in Nalhar to perform ‘jalab-
hishek’ there.

In a statement, he said the
‘jalabhishek’ programmes were
held peacefully. 

“No organisation was
allowed to take out processions
in the district. ‘Jalabhishek’ pro-
grammes were conducted
peacefully throughout the day by

the locals at Nalheshwar and Jhir
temples,” Khadgata said.

Additional Director General
of Police (law and order) Mamta
Singh said around 15 people
were allowed for the ‘jalab-
hishek’ at the three temples in
Nalhar, Jhir and Singar.

VHP’s working president
Alok Kumar, Swami Dharm
Dev, Swami Parmanand and
others took part in ‘jalabhishek’.
It was held peacefully, she said.

After the ‘jalabhishek’ at
Nalhar, the ‘yatra’ left for
Ferozpur Jhirka’s Jhir temple in
four vehicles. It ended with the
‘jalabhishek’ in the Shiv temple
in Singar village.

The permission was given
by the district administration.
The yatra was held peacefully,
Swami Dharma Dev told PTI.

National vice-president of
the BJP’s minority morcha
Chaudhary Zakir Hussain and
his wife Naseema Hussain
offered prayers at the Nalhar
temple. He later released to the
media a photo of him at the

temple. Five major checkpoints
were set up from the Delhi-
Gurugram border until Nuh
with media vehicles not being
allowed to go beyond the third
checkpoint.

According to officials, the
vehicle of Hindu seer Jagatguru
Paramhans Acharya from
Ayodhya was stopped at the
Ghamorj toll plaza near Sohna.
Acharya told reporters that he
and his followers were carrying
the water of the Saryu river and
the soil of Ayodhya for the ‘jal-
abhishek’ at Nalhar temple but
were stopped by the police.

Meanwhile, Hindu rights
leader Kulbhushan Bhardwaj
claimed that Hindu leaders have
been put under house arrest by
the Haryana government.

“This is an attack on the
Hindu faith. By putting Hindu
leaders under house arrest, the
Haryana government has
reminded them of the reign of
the Mughals,” he said. Police per-
sonnel were also deployed out-
side Bhardwaj’s house.
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Posters were pasted on the
walls of a few shops in a

slum here, asking Muslims to
leave the place by Monday or
face consequences.

The posters came up at a
slum in Sector 69 here a day
before Monday’s call by Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) led
groups for a ‘shobha yatra’ to
resume the Brij Mandal Shobha
Yatra in Nuh which was dis-
rupted by the communal clash-
es in July.

In a complaint registered
in this regard, Mojed said he
found the poster on the wall of
his tea shop on Sunday morn-
ing. 

He alleged that the poster
carried the names of Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) and
Bajrang Dal and asked all
Muslims to vacate leave by
Monday or be “responsible for
their death”. 

However, the complainant
suspected one Asif of falsely
planting the poster to threaten
him and “incite violence” in the
area.  The VHP, meanwhile,
denied any connection with the
posters and demanded action
against those trying to defame
it. 

In his complaint, Mojed, a
native of West Bengal who
currently resides in the slum
area opposite Tulip white soci-
ety in Sector 69, said he found
the poster on the wall of his tea
shop on Sunday morning.
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Delhi Mayor Shelly Oberoi
on Monday visited the

iconic British-era Town Hall
and Ghalib ki Haveli in the
Walled City and said tourists
who will come to Delhi during
the G20 Summit time should
be able to see the rich heritage
of the city.

The over 160-year-old
landmark — the original head-
quarters of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi — has
received a basic facelift in the
last few months.

Mayor Oberoi accompa-
nied by Delhi Urban
Development Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj visited the sprawl-
ing heritage building situated in
the Chandni Chowk area.

They later also went to the
historic Ghalib ki Haveli in Old
Delhi’s Ballimaran area where
poet Mirza Ghalib once lived.

“India is hosting the G20
Summit in Delhi which is a
matter of pride for all of us.
Roads and parks (under the
MCD area) are being cleaned
and beautified, and tourists
coming here during the G20
Summit time will be able to see
the rich heritage of the city and

go back with fond memories,”
she said.

The summit is slated to be
held in the national capital
from September 9 to 10.

Oberoi and Bharadwaj
also sampled some delicacies of
old Delhi and took a rickshaw
ride in the pedestrianised
stretch of the Chandni Chowk.

Bharadwaj said as this
structure was built during the
British era, people have an
interest in this building and its
history.  The Town Hall
premises include the main
building which has lawns on
the front and back sides and is
flanked by press building and
dispensary building, which also
have been freshly painted from
outside.

Built in yellow-painted

brick and stone and carved
white stone trim, the Victorian-
era Town Hall, built in the early
1860s, was originally used by
the British to hold public meet-
ings.

The Town Hall, the con-
struction of which was com-
pleted in 1866, was earlier
called the Delhi Institute or the
Lawrence Institute and it is still
considered one of the most
iconic buildings of the city.

“It was the original seat of
the Delhi Municipality, and the
Town Hall was bought by the
municipality around 1866 for
its use,” a senior official said.

The municipality later
evolved into the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
which came into being in April
1958.
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Giving a new lease of life to
a toddler who had stopped

breathing mid-air onboard a
Bengaluru-Delhi Vistara flight,
a group of five doctors from All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi saved
the two-year-old infant on
Sunday, by administering
emergency medical treatment.

The incident took place on
Sunday night when a group of
five senior doctors of AIIMS
was returning to Delhi after
attending a medical event in
Bengaluru. They were onboard
the Vistara flight UK-814.

The hospital shared the
medical miracle on the
microblogging site X (former-
ly Twitter). “While returning
from ISVIR- on board
Bangalore to Delhi flight today
evening, in Vistara Airline

flight UK-814- A distress call
was announced,” the hospital
wrote.

“It was a 2-year-old cyan-
otic female child who was
operated outside for intracar-
diac repair, was unconscious
and cyanosed,” it further said.

Following the call, five
doctors who have been identi-
fied — Dr. Navdeep Kaur, Dr.

Damandeep Singh, Dr. Rishab
Jain, Dr. Oishika, and Dr.
Avichala Taxak — started the
emergency medical treatment
and examined the child.

The child was examined
immediately as his pulse was
absent, extremities were cold,
and the child was not breath-
ing with cyanosed lips and
fingers, the post read.

“On air- Immediate CPR
was started and with limited
resources, using skilled work
and active management by the
team. 

Successfully IV cannulas
were placed, an oropharyngeal
airway was put and an emer-
gency response was initiated by
the whole team of residents on
board- and the baby was
brought to ROSC- the return of

circulation,” it said.
For around 45 minutes, the

baby was resuscitated and flight
was routed to Nagpur as it was
complicated by another cardiac
arrest for which an AED was
used, AIIMS Delhi further
wrote. “On reaching Nagpur,
the child was handed over in
stable hemodynamic to the
pediatrician,” the AIIMS post
added.
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The Delhi Village
Development Board on

Monday sanctioned 167
schemes to develop roads,
drainage systems, community
facilities, green spaces, and
sports infrastructure in rural
areas, according to an official
statement.

A total of Rs 115.52 crore
will be spent on works to be
undertaken under these
schemes, it said.

Delhi minister Gopal Rai,
who chairs the board, also
issued strict directions to
ensure timely completion of all
village-centric projects. 
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ADelhi court sentenced for-
mer MLA Rambeer

Shokeen to four months in jail
for failing to appear before it
despite repeated summons. 

The Delhi politician, who
was declared a proclaimed
offender after this, was an
accused in a case related to the
running of an organised crime
syndicate in the Delhi-NCR
region and registered under the
stringent Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA). On August 23, he
was acquitted of the charges
under MCOCA.

While giving Shokeen a
jail term in an order passed on
August 26, Special judge

Geetanjli Goel said it was not
a fit case for release on proba-
tion. 

“Considering the fact that
the convict was earlier declared
a proclaimed offender and was
then arrested and had then
again escaped from custody
and was declared an absconder
and surrendered only after
considerable time had lapsed,
the present is not a fit case to
release the convict on proba-
tion,” the judge
said.”Considering the facts and
circumstances of the case and
to meet the ends of justice, it
would be reasonable if the
convict Rambeer Shokeen is
sentenced to simple imprison-
ment for a period of four
months,” Goel added.
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The National Green Tribunal
has directed the traffic

commissioner concerned and
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi authorities to ensure that
there is no encroachment upon
the open and green cover of a
building by the parking con-
tractor in the Laxmi Nagar
District Centre.

The NGT was hearing a
petition by the Laxmi Nagar
DDA Building Office Owner
Welfare Society claiming the
contractor of the building in
the District Centre was not
parking the vehicles in the
designated place but had
instead encroached upon a
green open space with a
“malafide intention.”

A bench of Chairperson
Justice Prakash Shrivastava, in
an order passed last week,
noted that the tribunal in April
2023 had formed a joint com-
mittee comprising representa-
tives of the DDA, MCD and the
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) to verify
the factual position and suggest
appropriate remedial action.

The bench also compris-
ing judicial members Justice S
K Singh and Justice Arun

Kumar Tyagi along with expert
member A Senthil Vel noted
the committee’s report dated
April 27, according to which
the parking area had been
“temporarily demarcated”.

But, according to the
report, to ensure there was no
encroachment by the contrac-
tor, the DDA had to repair the
broken fencing, the bench
noted.

“The contractor cannot be
permitted to encroach upon
any area having the green
cover. 

“Hence, the Traffic
Commissioner concerned and
the MCD are directed to ensure
that no such encroachment by
the parking contractor is done
and that the parking is done
only in the demarcated area,”
the green panel said. 
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A20-year-old domestic help
allegedly hanged herself at

the house of her employer in
east Delhi’s Ghazipur area,
police said on Monday. 

The police have registered
a case under section 306 (abet-
ment of suicide) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) on the com-
plaint of the mother of the
deceased.

At 6.20 am on Saturday,
police got a PCR call that the
domestic help of the caller
hanged herself in her room, a
senior police officer said. 

The police reached the
spot and found the girl, iden-
tified as Neha, a resident of

Uttar Pradesh’s Hardoi dis-
trict, hanging from a ceiling fan
with a scarf, the officer said. 

No suicide note was found,
the police said, adding the
body was taken to LBS hospi-
tal and the family members of
the deceased were informed. 

They came late in the
evening, the police said. 

Their statements were
recorded and they were asked
to come on Sunday morning
for post-mortem, but they did
not turn up. Around 3 pm, the
mother of the deceased came
and gave a written complaint
alleging abetment of suicide by
the employer, according to the
police. 
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Two boys were allegedly
sexually assaulted by

classmates in northwest
Delhi’s Samaypur Badli area,
police said on Monday. 

They said the alleged
incident took place in April
during a summer camp of a
school. 

Two boys filed separate
complaints with the police
alleging that they were sexu-
ally assaulted by five to six
classmates, police said, adding
two cases have been registered
in this connection.

All the accused are
minors and they were pro-
duced before a child welfare
committee,  police said,
adding further investigation is

underway.
Delhi Commission For

Women chief Swati Maliwal
said the panel is issuing
notices to the police and the
school management for action
in the matter.

“In a government school
in Shahbad Dairy area, two 12
and 13-year-old boys were
sexually assaulted by other
boys from the same school.
This is a very disgusting and
scary matter. How is such a
criminal mindset being cre-
ated in children? FIR has
been registered in the matter,
notice is being issued to the
police and the school for fur-
ther action. Our team is with
the victims and their families,”
she said in a post in Hindi on
X. 
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APuducherry court has sen-
tenced a local resident S

Pradeep to five years of rigor-
ous imprisonment in connec-
tion with the suicide of MBBS
fourth-year student
Priyadarshini with whom he
was in a relationship, officials
said here on Monday.

The case was handed over
to the CBI on the orders of the
Madras High Court on a peti-
tion of the mother of the
Priyadarshini. The medical stu-
dent had hung herself on the
night of May 16, 2012, in her
hostel room, they said. 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) found that
Priyadarshini was in love with

Pradeep who had started avoid-
ing her leading to cropping up
of differences between them,
they said.  “It was also alleged
that the accused had sent an
SMS to the victim casting asper-
sions on her character, which
proved to be the breaking point
and led to Priyadarshini com-
mitting suicide on the fateful
late evening/night of May 16,
2012, by hanging from the ceil-
ing fan in her hostel room,” CBI
Spokesperson said here. 

He said the SMS was
recovered by the Forensic
Science Department(FSD),
Chennai, from the mobile
phone of Priyadarshini after
which the CBI filed a charge
sheet on November 24, 2017,
against Pradeep.
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Delhi Services Minister
Atishi has objected to the

restructuring of DASS cadre by
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena as a “complete violation”
of the Supreme Court order and
the GNCTD (Amendment)
Act, 2023, in the latest flash-
point between the AAP dis-
pensation and Raj Niwas. 

Earlier this month, the
Lieutenant Governor approved
the restructuring of the Delhi
Administration Subordinate
Services (DASS) cadre fulfilling
a long pending demand of offi-
cials. 

In her letter to the LG on
August 20, Atishi objected to
the move, citing the Supreme
Court verdict on May 11 and
the Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD) Amendment Act,
2023.

“I must state that this turn
of events is extremely unfortu-
nate as your approval is in com-
plete violation of the
Constitution Bench judgment
dated 11.05.2023, as well as the
GNCTD (Amendment) Act,
2023,” she said. 
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In a major jolt to the
Opposition unity just couple

of days before the Mumbai
meeting of India bloc, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) has again
played a `spoilsport’ and now
in Bihar by announcing its
electoral foray in the State
which would go to polls in 2025
a year after the Lok Sabha polls.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal led AAP has
already irked Congress by
preparing to dent voting per-
centage in the poll bound States
of Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan
both ruled by Congress and
also Madhya Pradesh where the
grand old party emerged vic-

torious in the last assembly
polls. .    

Sources close to Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
said that as of now the senior
JDU leader is not miffed up
with the AAP’s move as his
entire focus in on the two days
Opposition meeting at
Mumbai, his deputy in the
Bihar government RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav is to discuss the
AAP’s ̀ venture kind’ of politics
which may be damaging to
only the Opposition members.  

AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sandeep Pathak said that his

party is making the organisa-
tion strong in the State of
Bihar, but will fight Lok Sabha
polls under the banner of the
India coalition. 

Though Pathak added that
further strategies for the Lok
Sabha polls will be discussed in
the Opposition’s alliance meet-
ing in Mumbai.

Reacting to AAP’s state-
ment RJD MP Manoj Jha said
when the foundation of the
India alliance was being laid
down some principles were
formed which needs to be kept
in mind. 

“There was a detailed talk held
about these principles. Keeping
aside this statement, I think
they (AAP) will adhere to
those principles.”

Interest ingly,  when
Congress was reluctant to
take on board AAP in the
Opposition India bloc then it
was Nitish Kumar and his
West Bengal counterpart
Mamata Banerjee who con-
vinced Congress to include
Kejriwal in the making of
India bloc at Patna followed
by Bengaluru.

The AAP had attended
both the meetings and has
announced to participate in
the third but a couple of
political parties including
Congress, Uddhav Thackeray
led Shiv Sena now feels that
Kejriwal’s move could be
intentional..

“This is a deliberate move
by AAP just two days before
the Mumbai meeting. Bihar
elections are next year then
what the point to announce it
now was. Congress is already

watching Kejriwal that has
dented the party both in Delhi
as well as Punjab and was suc-
cessful in arm-twisting the
Congress to seek support in
Parliament to support the Delhi
s services Bill,” said a senior
Congress leader.

Ironically, Home minister
Amit Shah had in a way pre-
dicted the development earli-
er this month in Parliament.
While the Delhi Services Bill
was passed with NDA receiv-
ing support from neutral par-
ties such as the BJD and YSR
Congress, Amit Shah had
observed in his speech, “I
want to tell Congress that
after this bill (on Delhi ser-
vices) is passed, they (AAP)
are not going to enter into any
alliance with you”.

Kejriwal had threatened
to back out of the second
meeting of the united
Opposition that was held in
Bengaluru last month if the
Congress did not promise to
oppose the Bill in the Upper
House.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday chaired

a meeting of the Western Zonal
Council in Gandhinagar where
nine issues out of the 17 were
resolved.

The Western Zonal
Council comprises Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Goa and the
Union Territories of Daman
and Diu and Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, an official release said.

Shah also inaugurated an e-
Resource web portal
https://iscs-eresource.gov.in of
Inter State Council Secretariat
under the Union Home
Ministry. This portal will facil-
itate functioning of Zonal
Councils.

The meeting was attended
by Chief Ministers of Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Goa and
Administrator of Dadra and
Nagar Haveli and Daman and
Diu, Deputy Chief Minister of
Maharashtra and other minis-
ters, Chief Secretaries from

the States in the Western Zone,
Union Home Secretary,
Secretary, Inter-State Council
Secretariat and other senior
officers from the States and
Central Ministries and
Departments.

In his remarks, the Union
Home Minister said that in the
last nine years, with his fore-
sight, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has not only given a new
direction to India’s space sec-
tor, but has made a time-
bound program and frame-
work to take India to the fore-

front of the world in the field
of space by year 2030, an offi-
cial release said. On the Home
Minister’s call, all members of
the Western Zonal Council
applauded the entire team of
scientists behind Chandrayaan
Mission.

During the meeting, a total
of 17 issues, out of which nine
issues were resolved and
remaining issues, including
those concerning national
interest, were kept for moni-
toring after in-depth discus-
sion.
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Reports of suicide cases
almost every alternate day

by the medical entrance aspi-
rants in coaching hub Kota in
Rajasthan has caused alarm
bells and the State
Government has now pitched
in to draw lines to contain
such cases. 

Two students, preparing
for competitive exams in Kota,
allegedly committed suicide
on Sunday, in a span of four
hours. According to authori-
ties, 22 students have ended
their lives so far in 2023 — the
highest for any year. Last year,
the figure was 15.

A day after two NEET
aspirants committed suicide,
Rajasthan Education Secretary
Bhawani Singh Detha held a
meeting with Kota collector
and other officials through
video conference in which

representatives of coaching
institutes and hostel associa-
tion too attended.  

After the urgent meeting
on Monday, authorities asked
coaching institutes to stop
conducting routine tests of
students preparing for NEET
and other competitive exams
for the next two months in the
wake of suicides by a number
of aspirants. 

Kota district collector O P
Bunkar, in an order, asked the

coaching institutes to stop
holding routine tests for the
next two months.  He said the
directions were passed to pro-
vide “mental support” to stu-
dents.

The reason behind the
suicides is that the aspirants
were apparently under pres-
sure for scoring low marks
during routine tests conduct-
ed by the coaching centres and
then the peer pressure from
the parents to perform.
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India and Bangladesh
reviewed the entire spec-

trum of their bilateral defence
ties on Monday in Dhaka
during the fifth Annual
Defence Dialogue.  Both the
sides agreed to increase the
complexity of bilateral exer-
cises.

Giving details of the talks,
defence ministry officials said
here,  Defence Secretar y
Giridhar Aramane, who is
on a two-day visit  to
Bangladesh on August 27-
28, co-chaired the meeting
with his Bangladeshi coun-
terpart Lt General Waker-
Uz-Zaman, Principal Staff
Off icer,  Armed Forces
Division.

The Annual  Defence
Dialogue between India and
Bangladesh is the highest
institutionalized interactive
mechanism between both the
countries. 

In the dialogue, both the
countries highlighted its sig-
nificance in chartering the
future course of the relations
between the two Armed
Forces.

During the meeting, the
ongoing defence cooperation
activities between the two

countries were reviewed and
both sides expressed satisfac-
tion at the increasing defence
cooperation engagements.
The talks covered the existing
bilateral exercises and both
sides agreed to increase the
complexity of these exercises.

Aramane and Waker-Uz-
Zaman acknowledged the
fruitful dialogue and stressed
that both countries look for-
ward to continued engage-
ment based on the common
understanding reached at the
f if th Annual  Defence
Dialogue.

The Armed Forces of
both countries continue to
seek bilateral cooperation in
mult iple f ields and the
increased engagements are a
positive sign for the future of
the relations of both coun-
tries.
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Ke n y a ’ s
C a b i n e t

Secretary for
Defence, Aden
Bare Duale
arrived here on
Monday on a
three-day visit to India. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh will
hold talks with him on Tuesday
to review their ties.

Giving details of the Kenyan
dignitary’s schedule, defence
ministry officials said here, he is
expected to visit Indian ship-
yards and defence industries in
Goa and Bengaluru during his
stay.

This is the maiden visit of
Cabinet Secretary Duale to India
and the highest level stand-
alone political visit from Kenya
since the new government
assumed office in September
2022. The visit is indicative of the
importance India attaches to its
relations with African nations
and the growing cooperation
between India and Kenya, in
particular. 

It is expected to open new
avenues for further strengthen-
ing defence cooperation
between the two countries, they
said.
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In an effort to incul-
cate values of patrio-

tism and devotion to
duty among school chil-
dren,  a  chapter on
National War Memorial
— ‘A Homage to our
Brave Soldiers’ — has
been included in the
NCERT curriculum of
Class VII from this year. 

Making this
announcement here on
Monday, defence min-
istry officials said the objec-
tive of this initiative, jointly
undertaken by Ministry of
Defence and Ministry of
Education, is to inculcate the
values of patriotism, devotion
to duty and courage and sac-
rifice among school children
and increase the participation
of youth in nation building.

The chapter highlights
the history, significance and
concept of National War
Memorial (NWM), in addi-
tion to the supreme sacrifice
made by the bravehearts of
the Armed Forces in the ser-
vice of the nation post-
Independence. 

In the chapter, two friends
exchange letters and share
their feelings of gratitude for

the freedom they enjoy due to
the sacrifices made by the
bravehearts. 

Deep emotional impact
and connect, which arises in
minds and hearts of the chil-
dren as they visit the iconic
monument,  have been
brought out creatively by the
authors of NCERT.

It may be recalled that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had dedicated the
NWM to the nation on
February 25, 2019 in New
Delhi. It was set up to incul-
cate a sense of sacrifice and
national spirit among the
people and pay a befitting
tribute to the brave soldiers
who laid down their lives
defending the nation.
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At a time when India is leav-
ing no stone unturned to

achieve the target of eliminat-
ing tuberculosis by 2025, five
years ahead of the global target,
reports of shortage of vital
anti-TB drugs across different
parts of the country does not
augur well for the health of the
patients afflicted with the dead-
ly disease, Survivors Against TB
(SATB), a collective of TB sur-
vivors, experts, and advocates,
has said.

It has written to Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya to address the
alarming shortage of TB med-
icines citing reports.

“Reports have surfaced
indicating a severe shortage of
essential anti-TB medications,
including Linezolid,
Clofazimine, and Cycloserine,
in Government Hospitals and
private pharmacies in Mumbai,
Uttar Pradesh, and potentially
other states. This crisis, initially
brought to light by patient
advocates and news reports, is
raising concerns about a pos-
sible nationwide crisis affecting
TB patients’ access to crucial
medications,” said the group in
the letter.

These medications are crit-
ical components of TB treat-
ment regimens, especially for
Multi-Drug Resistant
Tuberculosis (MDR TB). The
reported shortage, observed
since June 2023, has the poten-
tial to endanger the health and
well-being of patients who rely
on these medications for their
TB treatment.

SATB is urging swift and
immediate action from the
Ministry of Health and Family

Welfare to resolve this situation.
The group highlights the
unnecessary burden that drug
shortages place on TB-affected
individuals and communities,
compounding the challenges
they already face.

“India, often referred to as
the ‘pharmacy of the world’, has
made significant commitments
to eliminating TB. However,
the current drug shortages
undermine these efforts, hinder
the availability of crucial med-
ications and impact citizens’
right to health”, said Ashna
Ashesh, MDR TB survivor,
lawyer, public health profes-
sional and SATB fellow.

To address this crisis, SATB
is requesting the Ministry to
conduct a comprehensive
national investigation into the
drug shortages and the distri-
butio of drugs nearing their
expiry date; ensure the rapid
procurement and distribution
of Linezolid, Clofazimine, and
Cycloserine to government
hospitals and private pharma-
cies.There is also a need to
establish a robust mechanism
for drug forecasting to prevent
future shortages and ensure a
continuous supply of essential
anti-TB medications, it said.

“SATB firmly believes that
with timely and decisive action,
this crisis can be averted, ensur-
ing that TB affected individu-
als receive the person-centred
care they deserve”, added
Chapal Mehra, Convenor
SATB. 
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One of the dwadasa jyotirlingas
Kashi Vishwanath Temple (KVT)

was decorated with Rudraksh Shringar
on the eight and last Monday in this
‘adimas’ (extra month) extended aus-
picious month of Shravan. Amidst tight
security arrangements, lakhs of devo-
tees including thousands of saffron-clad
kanwariyas offered jalabhishek at the
KVT. Like the previous seven Mondays
of Shravan when the devotees saw the
Shringar (decoration) of Lord Vish-
wanath in the Swaroop (forms) of Chal
Pratima, Gauri Shankar, Amrit Varsha,
Bhagirathi, Tapasyarat Parvati, Shankar
Parvati Ganesh and Ardhnarishwar, this
time the temple premises was decorat-
ed with Rudraksh, one of the most
favourite articles of Lord Shiva. As
Shravan month will conclude on Aug-
ust 31, the devotees can have a darshan
of annual Jhula Shringar on the last day.

Religious fervour gripped this
entire city of Lord Shiva on this occa-
sion and right from the wee hours, there
were long lines of devotees from
Dashaswamedh ghat via Godowlia
side and Maidagin. As the water level
of river Ganga was still at a high level,
the devotees faced it tough to have a
holy dip in this sacred river and all

activities were closely watched by
NDRF and Water Police personnel. In
view of the heavy rush, elaborate secu-
rity arrangements were made and no
vehicles were allowed to move between
Godowlia and Maidagin throughout
the day.

To maintain law and order, the

devotees were checked at many places
through metal detectors. Senior admin-
istrative and police officers were present
there to keep watch on the stock of sit-
uation in Kashi Vishwanath Corridor
(KVC) premises. All the activities were
also watched through various CCTV
cameras. To avoid congregation the

devotees were asked to move towards
Gyanvapi only through barricading and
Rapid Action Force (RAF), para-mili-
tary and PAC jawans were deployed
both inside and outside of the premis-
es.

Besides, a good number of devo-
tees also went to Panchkoshi Parikarma

Yatra as due to ‘adimas’, its religious
importance has been increased. A
heavy rush of devotees was seen at all
the Shiva temples located on Panch-
koshi Marg including Karmdeshwar
Mahadev, Bhim Chandi, Rameshwar
Mahadev, Panch Pandava and Kapil-
dhara. Not only this, the entire city and
its outskirts were echoed with the slo-
gans of ‘Har Har Mahadev’ and ‘Bol
Bom’. 

Heavy rush of devotees was also
seen at Markandey Mahadev Temple
located near Varanasi-Ghazipur high-
way about 25 kms from here near the
confluence of rivers Ganga and Gomti
at Kaithi village apart from all famous
Shiva temples including Mahamritunjya
Mahadev (Daranagar), Gauri
Kedareshwar (Kedar Ghat), Jogeshar
Mahadev (Ishwargangi), Omkleshwar
Mahadev (Chittanpura), Teel
Bhandeshwar (Pandey Haveli),
Sarangnath Mahadev (Sarnath) and
many others in the city areas. 

Apart from these famous temples,
rush of devotees was also seen at
Vishwanath temple in Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) premises and Shool
Tankeshwar Mahadev and scores of all
others as the city is famous for having
the replicas of all the dwadasa jyotirlin-
gas.
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VARANASI (PNS): The
Purvanchal Vidyut Samvida
Mazdoor Sangh, a unit of
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS), affiliated to Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) will
hold an agitation on September
27 at Eco Garden in Lucknow in
protest against the faulty and
oppressive policy of the state
government. It was decided in
the meeting of Sangh held at
Englishia Line here on Sunday.
The office-bearers of the organ-
isation have appealed to the
members to participate in the
agitation in large number.

The chief Guest gf the meet-
ing Dr Doodhnath said that
today, there was a time to recall
the principles, objectives and
policies behind forming the
BMS and also to take a pledge
to strengthen it by extending the
organisational structure. The
BMS is the first labour organi-
sation of India which was
formed on the basis of nation-
alism ideology, he said, adding
that it is not a unit of any polit-
ical party and rather, it is an

independent and non-political
organisation of labourers, for the
labourers and run by labourers
which is active for interest of
nation, industry and labourers.
The exploitation of contractual
basis employees has increased
particularly in the Electricity
department of the state, he
blamed and informed that so, it
was decided that the Purvanchal
Vidyut Samvida Mazdoor Sangh
will hold an agitation at Eco
Garden in Lucknow on Septem-
ber 27 to raise its protest against
the faulty and oppressive policy
of the state government. The
principal secretary of Sambhag
of the organisation Ramkrishna
Gupta said that the BMS aims to
instill a sense of nationalism
among labourers, unite them,
servicing to the humanity, pro-
tect the interest of downtrodden,
deprived and suppressive people
and added that the labour com-
munity is the society on which
the economic progress depends.
He called upon the members of
the organisation to participate in
the agitation in large number.
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Union Minister of Health &
Family Welfare and Chemi-

cals & Fertilisers Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya inspected the biogas
plant premises at Shahanshah-
pur under Arajiline develop-
ment block here on Sunday
evening. This bio-dung gas plant
has been built under the
Govardhan scheme. During his
inspection, Dr Mandaviya said
that it is very important to
change with time. “Today, gas is
also generated from the biogas
plant and manure is also made
from slurry, which is  very use-
ful for farming,” he said.

He said that due to the use
of chemicals and fertilisers,
there has been stability in crop
production. “Its use also deteri-
orates the health of the soil. In
such a situation, the use of
organic and manure increases
the productivity of the crop
and the health of the soil also
remains good. With the help of

this biogas plant, farmers can
increase their productivity.
Biogas plants can develop the
rural economy. At the same
time, our import dependence in
terms of fuel from such a pro-
ject will also end,” he said,
adding that with this good
thinking, the Govardhan project
is being implemented in the
whole country.

“A model will come out of
this project which will help the
agriculture sector as well and will
be of sustainable development,”
he said. During the visit, the
Union Minister also planted
saplings in the plant premises at
the end. UP Minister of State for
AYUSH (Independent Charge)
Dr Dayashankar Mishra
‘Dayalu’, District Magistrate
(DM) S Rajalingam, Chief Deve-
lopment Officer (CDO) Himan-
shu Nagpal, SDM (Rajatalab)
Shailendra Kumar Mishra, Plant
Head Sanjay Ranjan Das, Adani
CSR Manager Vikas Singh and
others were also present.

=	

	��
	
����

	���#����

�������	�

���


��

����
����
���3
0
�
(�

Uttar Pradesh Tourism and
Culture Minister Jaiveer

Singh, along with Chief Secre-
tary Durga Shankar Mishra,
inaugurated the Kajri Mahotsav
organised by Municipal Cor-
poration in association with
some social organisations of
Kashi at Rudraksh Inter-
national Convention Centre
(RICC) at Sigra on Sunday
evening by lighting the lamp.

Eminent veteran vocalist
Padma Vibhushan Pandit
Chhannulal Mishra was also
present in the programme. The
guests were welcomed by
Mayor Ashok Tiwari. The
teams of Revati, Urmila,
Padmashree Rajeshwar
Acharya, Srinath Mishra etc
enthralled the audience pre-
senting a variety of Kajri, a tra-
ditional song of this region of
Purvanchal (eastern UP).

Principal Secretary (Urban
Development) Amrit Abhijat,
Principal Secretary (Tourism
and Culture) Mukesh
Meshram, Divisional
Commissioner (DC) Kaushal
Raj Sharma, Commissioner of
Police(CP) Mutha Ashok Jain,
Zila Panchayat Chairperson
Poonam Maurya, MLC
Hansraj Vishwakarma,     for-
mer MLC Brijesh Singh, MLA
Awadhesh Singh etc were also
present in the programme.

Earlier, Chief Secretary

Durga Shankar Mishra visited
Sampurnanand Sanskrit
University(SSU) and offered
prayers at Maa Vagdevi Temple
on the university campus. 

While congratulating the
new Vice-Chancellor (V-C)
Prof Bihari Lal Sharma, the CS
expressed hope that under the
leadership of the new V-C, the
reforms going on in the SSU
would be done further. Inter-
acting with the students who
participated in the G20 debate,
the CS said that today is the
time of renaissance for our
country and gave the example
of Mission Chandrayaan.
Describing the eternal tradition
of India, Vedas etc, he said that
the library has hidden knowl-
edge like a gold mine.

While inspecting the cam-
pus, Mishra expressed happi-
ness over the work done so far
and directed for further
improvements. He directed the
concerned personnel to do
more work on cleanliness. He
also interacted with the chil-
dren living in the hostels and
inquired about their native
places. 

He directed the Vice-
Chancellor to make every effort
to make Sanskrit accessible to
all. 

He was accompanied by
Principal Secretary (Higher
Education) MP Agrawal,
Principal Secretary   (Tourism)
Mukesh Meshram and others.
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The presidency of G20 in
2022 has provided
India with an opportu-

nity to show her commitment
to creating a more gender-
inclusive society. This has
been ascertained by the
theme of India’s G-20 Presi-
dency: ‘Inclusive, Ambitious,
Decisive and Action Orien-
ted.’ In line with this commit-
ment, the W20 mission under
India’s leadership aims to
‘remove all barriers towards
the development of women.’
W20 India has prioritized 5
key areas that can bring it
closer to its mission of an
equitable order: first women
entrepreneurship; second
grassroots women leadership;
third bridging the gender
digital divide; fourth Educa-
tion and skill development
and lastly Climate change. To
pursue these goals India has
listed the strategies for call for
action, collaboration, cooper-
ation, and communication
and building consensus for
action. 

These goals and strategies
are the need for the hour and
India has already made com-
mendable strides in this direc-
tion. The first key area is the
Startup India programme,
which has a special compo-

nent for women entrepre-
neurs. This scheme focuses
on the holistic development
and strengthening of women's
entrepreneurship by creating
an enabling network and
building a strong ecosystem.
Consequently, the govern-
ment has already taken steps
to provide them with easy
loans through Mudra Yojna,
and Mahila Samriddhi Yojna.
The government also train
their skills and provides them
with platforms like the
women entrepreneurship
platform and National start-
up awards. These steps have
proven a huge success in
bringing women as entre-
preneurs as their numbers
have risen from 14 per cent to
20 per cent as per the Bain
and Company report pub-
lished in 2019. 

In a recent report pub-
lished by the National
Association for Software and
Services Companies (NASS-

COM) in collaboration with
Zinnov, 18 per cent of startups
have either women as foun-
ders or co-founders. These
numbers are important as
they are pushing India
towards a gender-inclusive
economy. Coming to the sec-
ond priority identified in
W20, India has already made
a great leap forward when in
1993 it passed the 73rd and
74th Amendment bills and
had reserved one-third of
the seats for women in both
rural and urban local bodies.
In 2009, another Amendment
was mooted that had pushed
these reserved seats for
women up to 50 per cent.
This is exemplary progress
that has spiralled into narrow-
ing the male-female voting
percentage in India and in
some states, women's voting
percentage has overtaken the
males. The third priority area
is bridging the gender digital
divide. This issue has become
very stark after the COVID
lockdown that has made tech-
nology and its ancillary a part
of everyday life. Various stud-
ies carried out by various
organizations have shown
that women lag a lot behind
men in terms of access to
technology. The report also

shows that this difference is
mainly due to illiteracy and a
lack of digital skills. This gap
could be lessened by collab-
orating and cooperating with
enterprises that can help pro-
vide accessibility to handsets
and impart digital knowl-
edge to women. Despite the
literacy rate of females
increasing steadily their effec-
tive participation in the
employment rate is abysmal.
Data from the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
(2019-20) found that female
labour workforce participa-
tion stands at 22.8 per cent
compared to 56.8 per cent of
male participation. 

Imparting women's skills
is part of the sustainable
development goals. Keeping
to its commitment India
launched the National Skill
Development Mission
(NSDM) that focused on
women's participation as
skilled workforce. As a result
of these consistent efforts, 41
per cent of women are part of
the CSDE campaign,
PMKVY has close to 50 per
cent women.

(The writer is an Assistant
Professor at, the Department

of Political Science, DU,
views are personal)
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India bilateral relations to the esteemed sta-
tus of a "strategic partnership." Their
commitment to doubling bilateral trade by
2030 is commendable. Both leaders
emphasize cooperation across multiple
domains, including cyberspace, education,
culture, tourism, shipping, science, tech-
nology, and agriculture. 

An essential aspect of this cooperation
is the "Mobility and Migration Partnership
Agreement (MMPA)," which holds mutu-
al benefits. During the visit, President of
Greece Katerina N. Sakellaropoulou
bestowed Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with the Grand Cross of the Order of
Honour, a gesture that highlights Greece's
recognition of India's global standing. This
visit signifies a significant step towards the
strengthening of bilateral relations between
India and Greece.

Yugal Kishore Sharma | Faridabad
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Sir — As our cities grapple with over-
whelming amounts of waste, the time has
come to lead by example. The green ini-
tiative has transformed into a thriving
movement, creating a green oasis that holds
invaluable knowledge about effective solid
waste management. These housing soci-

eties, established and nurtured by proac-
tive citizens, embody solutions for sustain-
able living. 

This knowledge is readily accessible to
everyone. Although the authorities have
taken significant strides, particularly dur-
ing the challenges of the Covid era, there's
no lag in our efforts. Corporators and the
municipality actively impart expertise in
waste management. The initiative provides
hands-on education, guiding citizens on
sustainable living practices, composting for
organic vegetable cultivation, and active-
ly promoting waste management aware-
ness. 

It goes without saying that the munic-
ipal corporation offers guidance on cate-
gorizing dry and wet waste and provides
distinct containers for each type. Dry waste
encompasses items like bottles, cans,
clothing, plastic, wood, glass, metals, and
paper. Wet waste pertains to organic mat-
ter such as food items, soiled wrappers,
hygiene products, yard waste, tissues,
paper towels, and any other materials that
could contaminate recyclables.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — Great Britain has not become great
by shedding sweat and hard work. Rather,
by establishing a colony of five hundred
years, they enslaved dozens of countries
from North America to the Caribbean
islands, then to Africa, Asia and the
Pacific Ocean. They exploited them, tor-
mented crores of people through apartheid
and racial discrimination. They looted their
priceless heritage. Not only this, when the
slave countries became free one by one, the
British continued racial discrimination,
sprinkling poison on people of foreign ori-
gin living in Britain. 

Just like a revelation has come to the
fore. Little did the world know if Taiwo
Owatemi, the UK's opposition Labour
Party’s MP from Coventry, she is also
Shadow Minister for Women and Equality,
in 1969 called for a statutory inquiry into
the medical research under which 21
Indian-origin women were fed chapatis
containing radioactive isotopes to combat
iron deficiency.

After that those women were com-
pletely forgotten. They were thrown away
by taking out the items of the fly that had
fallen in the milk. Till date, the researchers
there have not even investigated whether
those women are alive or died within the
next five years after they consumed
radioactive chapattis? If the then Harold
Wilson's government wanted, it could have
done this research on British women as
well. What they have done is basically racist
in nature. It is high time the West stopped
treating rest of the world with scorn and
disdain. After all they must practice what
they preach. Every Individual whether
from Asia or Africa has equal human rights
and those rights must be respected by all,
regardless. 

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Sir — I am writing in reference to the recent
news coverage titled "India, Greece Review
Bilateral Ties" (August 26). Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Greece Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis have elevated Greek-
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civil war that has raged since
then. This was also the major
reason for the deep divide
between the ethnic minorities
and the Bamar majority.

However, the rebellion fol-
lowing the coup of 2021 is sub-
stantively different from the
past resistance that the
Myanmar military has faced.
For the first time, the majori-
ty Bamar population has allied
itself with other rebellious
ethnic groups to defeat the mil-
itary Junta because of the
atrocities that it has also been
subjected to. The rebellion
has coalesced with ethnic mili-
tias and political parties join-
ing under the umbrella organ-
isation, the National Unity
Government (NUG), led by
deposed Members of
Parliament. 

The fact that the Junta-led
Myanmar Armed Forces
draws much of its numbers
from the Bamar community
makes it particularly vulnera-
ble in the present round of
conflict as it is finding it
extremely difficult to recruit
soldiers. As a result, by some
accounts, the Junta controls
only the major population
centres and between 40- 60%
of the countryside. In the past
three years over 23000 civilians
have been killed, approximate-
ly 1.6 million internally dis-
placed and around 55000 have

fled to neighbouring countries,
mainly India. This has adverse-
ly impacted its economy. 

We share, approximately, a
1700 Km long border with
Myanmar with around 135
ethnic groups living on both
sides, the main ones being the
Naga, Meitei and Kuki, though
known by different names. For
them, tribal loyalties and fam-
ilies on both sides of the bor-
der make it an artificial con-
struct. A fact recognised by
both governments which have
mutually allowed free move-
ment of people up to 16 Km on
either side. This makes the
border porous and whatever
occurs on one side invariably
impacts the other. 

Not surprisingly, the trou-
bles in Myanmar have led to
approximately 45000 refugees
seeking shelter here, mainly in
Mizoram and Manipur, as the
Kuki, Chin and Zo tribes have
shared ethnicity. This aspect is
also reflected in the ongoing
internal conflict in Manipur in
which the Kuki community
has been targeted by the Meitei
majority on grounds of alleged
illegal immigration by the
Chins and their involvement in
poppy cultivation. The situa-
tion is further complicated by
the fact that the Meiteis in
Myanmar are allied with the
Chinese-supported Junta,
while the Chins are arraigned

against them. If that were not
enough, we have elements
within the Naga and Meitei
population that have been
fighting for secession for
decades.

In the circumstances, our
siding with the Myanmarese
Military over the years was
understandable as it ensured
they didn’t add to our troubles
by supporting secessionist ele-
ments here. 

However, given the chan-
ged dynamics in Myanmar,
supporting the Military Junta
appears to be a lost cause as its
decline and fall are inevitable
in the long run. Till the situa-
tion stabilises, which is possi-
ble only after the military is
removed, our act East policy is
a non-starter. While we will
face some difficulties in the
interim, it is time for us to
change horses and focus on
supporting the NUG. In any
case, the increasing presence of
rebel forces in the Sagaing
Region, bordering India, sug-
gests the decreasing influence
of the Army, and in turn, its
ability to support elements
inimical to us. 
(The author, a military veter-

an, is a Visiting Fellow with
the Observer Research

Foundation and a Senior
Visiting Fellow with the
Peninsula Foundation,

Chennai) 
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Oftentimes, we fail to
see the forest for the
trees. Manipur is
one such example.
Our focus on the

trouble there has been so intense
that we have all but ignored the
bigger picture of what is happen-
ing in the neighbourhood, espe-
cially Myanmar, which is deeply
embroiled in the happenings in
Manipur and the North East in
general.

Ever since it gained Inde-
pendence in 1948, Myanmar has
had a very chequered history with
the military having intervened on
numerous occasions. The coup of
1962 set the stage for the military
to assume power, which it has
never relinquished fully, despite
a nominal return to democracy
following the uprising of 1988 and
again in 2010 that led to the for-
mation of civilian-led govern-
ments. Once again in the General
Elections of 2020, Aung San Suu
Kyi’s National League for
Democracy (NLD) won a clear
majority, but its government was
overthrown by the military Junta
led by Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing which continues to rule.

The major ethnic group in
Myanmar are the Bamar who
constitute nearly 68% of the pop-
ulation, who mainly live in the
vast central and coastal plains of
the country. Numerous other
ethnic groups make up the rest of
the population, among which
the Shan, Kachin and Chin are the
more populous ethnicities that
mainly live in the hilly regions,
bordering Thailand, China, India
and Bangladesh. In fact, before
Independence, the Panglong
Agreement was negotiated
between General Aung San, the
leader of Burma, and the Shan,
Kachin and Chin leaders. 

The Agreement provided for
full autonomy for areas inhabit-
ed by these ethnic minorities, with
the option to secede ten years
after Independence. However
General Aung San was assassinat-
ed in July 1947, just six months
before Independence, and the
Agreement was never honoured
by his successor President U Nu.
This, along with an insurgency
fomented by the Communist
Party of Burma (CPB) with the
support of Communist China,
have been the main drivers of the
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(The writer is an
expert on geopolitics

and international
Affairs. The views

expressed are personal)

The BRICS summit in South
Africa is being termed historic,
mainly because it has been
agreed that six new nations will
be added to the BRICS in the

days to come. China wanted to even
include Pakistan in the folds of BRICS, but
India stood its ground. Is China trying to
establish its geo-political agenda by using
the BRICS nations? What is the reason for
the selection of the said six nations into the
folds of BRICS? Most of these nations are
part of the One Belt One Road project of
China and have proximity to China in one
way or the other. Come to think of it, is it
China that is calling the shots at the
BRICS? Russia and China’s ties are at their
historic best right now and with the phys-
ical absence of Russian President Vladimir
Putin from the summit, the outcome of the
summit was largely in the hands of two
other big players, that is, India and China.
But has India emerged strategically stronger
or is it that China leveraged BRICS to its
advantage? This is a moot point and the real
question.

Of the six nations in question, Iran is
very close to China, both officially and unof-
ficially. In March 2021, Iran and China
signed a 25-year cooperation agreement to
include “political, strategic and economic”
components. China and Saudi Arabia too
are strategic allies and the two nations have
seen more cooperation in the energy and
financial sectors, the Belt and Road Project,
and have also signed numerous deals
across several areas. The other Asian coun-
try UAE almost has 'brotherly' ties with
China. Successive visits by Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Vice President
Wang Qishan elevated China-UAE relations

to a new height. The UAE is also a
strong supporter of the Belt and
Road Project.

In South America, Argentina
has been virtually provided with a
leased line by China to the tune of
$18 billion to help its dwindling
forex reserves. This has made the
two countries reshape their relation-
ship. Egypt has always been very
close to China. Recently, Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi said,
“Egypt will continue its firm adher-
ence to the one-China principle and
resolutely oppose any external forces
to interfere in China's internal
affairs. Egypt and China have
achieved fruitful results in jointly
advancing the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and Egypt wel-
comes more Chinese enterprises to
invest and set up businesses in the
country.” On the other hand, the
other African nation Ethiopia was
virtually saved from US sanctions
by China. China has thereafter
made Ethiopia a major manufactur-
ing hub for its companies.
According to data from the China-
Africa Research Initiative, Chinese
loans to Ethiopia amounted to a
total of 13.729 billion USD from
2000 to 2019.

Though the relationship of all
these six nations with India is
friendly, these nations seem to be
comfortable peddling the Chinese
agenda and are more or less at ease
with its 'One China' ideology. All of
them support the One Belt One
Road project and also have exclu-

sive ties with China. So, has India
unknowingly supported the
Chinese agenda of creating a
Chinese-led group that counterbal-
ances the influence of the West?

How does the expansion of the
BRICS help India? The importance
of BRICS is likely to increase in the
years to come since it already con-
stitutes 40% of the world's popula-
tion and 25% of the global GDP.
China is using this fact to give sup-
port to its sagging economy. Is India
already at the threshold of exploit-
ing its demographic dividend and
making that expansion add to its
geopolitical and economic might?
Our young population is our
strength, but have we reached a
stage where we can exploit this to
make our manufacturing sector
better than China and then lever-
age this expansion of BRICS to our
advantage? Perhaps, that may be the
case, but the answer to these ques-
tions should be pondered over at the
highest level of India’s foreign min-
istry, for the answers to these ques-
tions will determine the future of
BRICS.

It is no secret that India's rela-
tionship with China has been at a
low ebb after the Galwan clash. In
such a scenario, India needs to be
cautious and calculative of any
major structural change in common
forums with China. It is also a fact
that China has a much bigger econ-
omy than India, with their GDP
being almost five times more. China
at present also contributes towards

28% of global manufacturing
whereas India contributes around
4%, China wants to use this head-
start and leverage this expansion to
further its economic domination.

All the six nations added to
BRICS are strategically located to
boost trade routes, and all of them
have important seaports. These
ports are strategically important for
trade and also for Naval use. It is also
established that China has the
largest Navy and maritime fleet in
the world and hence is in a better
position to exploit these ports to
boost its trade and geo-political
expansion. 

Therefore, adding six coun-
tries that share close relationships
with China in BRICS needs to be
further evaluated from a strategic
and economic point of view. India
needs to be cautious, for it should
not fall into the trap of being put
under pressure to be a part of the
'One Belt One Road' Project in the
future. China's decoupling from the
West is making it bend backwards
to accommodate new partners in
Asia, Africa and South America,
however, India must try and bring
countries like Singapore and South
Korea into the folds of BRICS. We
should also make sure BRICS is not
used as a geopolitical tool by China
in the future. We should ensure that
important trade routes by sea should
not become a hegemony of a par-
ticular country in the future and
BRICS is not used as a tool to do
that.
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Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE) is a
crucial component in

shaping the future of a nation.
In India, a country with a large
and diverse population, invest-
ing in ECCE is vital for its
progress. By providing care,
nutrition, education, and a
supportive environment, India
can shape a brighter future.
The country hosts a staggering
population of 250 million chil-
dren aged 0-8, thus, investing
in their well-rounded develop-
ment becomes essential as
they will shape the future of the
nation, contributing to the
vision of a New India. The next
25 years are important for
India and our yuva shakti will
be the driving force of this
transformation, the foundation
for which has to be laid today.
With this investment, India

can promote social mobility,
mitigate the rural–urban
divide, and build a prosperous
nation with empowered citi-
zens.

The importance of ECCE
in India cannot be overstated.
According to various studies,
a significant part of brain
development happens before 6
years of age, typically over 85%.
These are crucial years for the
holistic growth of children as
they form the foundation for
future learning, cognitive abil-
ities, behaviour, and health.
With the various disruptions to
early care and education faced
during the pandemic, reem-
phasizing focus in this area
becomes all the more impor-
tant.  

Amongst the numerous
long-term benefits of primary
care and education are enhan-

ced grasping power, and imp-
roved outcomes at all educa-
tional levels which will even-
tually lead to higher employ-
ability and an improved qual-
ity of life. Access to quality
early education, proper nutri-
tion, and healthcare services
are important components
that can help our youth achieve
their full potential. 

Apart from the effect early
childhood care has on early
education, from a health
standpoint, healthy children
grow into healthy adults, re-
ducing the burden on health-
care systems and enhancing
productivity. With an impro-
ved focus on early childhood
development, India can im-
prove the overall health and
well-being of its population.

While the Indian govern-
ment has made great strides in

the realm of ECCE in recent
years, exemplified by initiatives
such as the renewed National
Education Policy, which laid
more emphasis on the univer-
salisation of primary child-
hood care, Poshan Abhiyaan,
Saksham Aanganwadis, and
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, there
still exists a pressing need for
collective action. 

Fostering public-private
partnerships can contribute
innovative solutions and mod-
els, ensuring holistic support
and opportunities. Founda-
tions, CSR, and philanthrop-
ic arms of corporate entities
play an integral part in mobi-
lizing additional resources for
achieving the country’s devel-
opment goals. Taking a collab-
orative approach will signifi-
cantly expedite progress and
also ensure sustainable out-

comes for the development of
children. 

We have shining examples
of collaborative efforts between
organizations, governments,
and communities in the
impactful work carried out by
the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, implementing
successful models for ECCE,
especially in U.P. and Bihar.
BMGF has championed inno-
vative strategies to tackle child
health and nutrition chal-
lenges. Similarly, UNICEF is
contributing significantly
towards uplifting the education
scenario in the country with
their motto of ‘Education for
all’ impacting children across
17 states. They have collabo-
rated with the state govern-
ments and led community
mobilization programmes
where education indicators

are below par. 
Akshaya Patra places a

strong emphasis on nutrition,
as demonstrated by their Mid-
Day Meal Scheme, which has
ensured regular provision of
nutritious meals to 2 million
children every day, positively
impacting their health, growth,
and cognitive abilities. By inte-
grating nutritious meals with
education, the non-profit aims
to eliminate classroom hunger,
enrol more children in schools
and reduce the dropout rate,
impacting the overall well-
being of children. 

Another such example of
a successful private-public
partnership has been Vedanta's
Nand Ghar project, a pan-
India movement under the
umbrella of Anil Agarwal
Foundation, which aims to
transform the anganwadis

ecosystem. This would impact
the lives of 2 crore women and
7 crore children through inno-
vative solutions focused on
health, nutrition, education,
and women empowerment.
The project involves revamp-
ing the government-run
'anganwadis' or rural day care
centres and providing a class
model for service delivery in
remote villages across 14 states
of India. Investing in early
childhood development is not
only a moral and social imper-
ative but also important for
ensuring a prosperous future
for India. By prioritising PPPs,
comprehensive policies and
investments in early child-
hood development, India can
unleash the full potential of its
youngest citizens, and create a
brighter future for genera-
tions to come.
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(The writer is widely
acclaimed as father of CSR

in India. He was instrumen-
tal in framing the CSR

guidelines for Public Sector
Enterprises; views are 

personal)
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Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo said she and

her Chinese counterpart
agreed Monday to exchange
information on US export con-
trols that frustrate Beijing and
set up a group to discuss other
commercial issues, but neither
side appeared ready to make
concessions on disputes that
have plunged relations to their
lowest level in decades.

Raimondo joined
American officials including
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
in July who have visited China
in hopes of reviving chilly
relations. They expressed opti-
mism about improving com-
munication but no progress on
conflicts over technology, secu-
rity, human rights and a linger-
ing tariff war.

For its part, Chinese leader
Xi Jinping’s government wants
to revive foreign investor inter-
est in China as it tries to
reverse a deepening econom-
ic slump.Raimondo said she
and Commerce Minister Wang
Wentao agreed during a four-
hour meeting to launch an
“information exchange” on
export controls. She said they

also will set up a “working
group” of officials and private
sector representatives to “seek
solutions on trade and invest-
ment issues”.

A key Chinese complaint is
limits on access to processor
chips and other US technolo-
gy on security grounds that
threaten to hamper the ruling
Communist Party’s ambition
to develop artificial intelli-
gence and other industries.
The curbs crippled the smart-
phone business of Huawei
Technologies Ltd., China’s first
global tech brand.Raimondo

said the information exchange
will hold its first meeting
Tuesday.

“The United States is com-
mitted to being transparent
about our export control
enforcement strategy,”
Raimondo told reporters at
Ambassador Nicholas Burns’s
official residence.

“We are not compromising
or negotiating in matters of
national security,” she said.
“But this is meant to be a dia-
logue where we increase trans-
parency.”Earlier, Wang told
Raimondo that Beijing is ready

to work together to “foster a
more favourable policy envi-
ronment for stronger cooper-
ation” and “bolster bilateral
trade and investment.” Wang
gave no details of possible ini-
tiatives.

Beijing broke off dialogues
with Washington on military,
climate and other issues in
August 2022 in retaliation for
a visit to Taiwan by then-
Speaker Nancy Pelosi of the
House of Representatives. The
Communist Party claims the
self-ruled island democracy
as part of its territory and
objects to foreign governments
having contact with it.

The visits take place under
an agreement made by Xi and
President Joe Biden during a
meeting last November in
Indonesia. The Chinese state
press has given them positive
coverage, but Beijing has given
no indication it might change
trade, strategic, market access
and other policies that irk
Washington and its Asian
neighbours.

In June, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken met with Xi
for 30 minutes during a visit
that was postponed from
February after a Chinese sur-

veillance balloon entered US
airspace. The Chinese leader
called on Washington to
change policies on Taiwan and
other issues and rebuffed a
request to resume military-to-
military cooperation.

Last week, on the day
Raimondo’s visit to Beijing
was announced, Washington
removed 27 Chinese compa-
nies from a blacklist that lim-
its access to US technology.

The decision “may have
helped grease the wheels for
Raimondo’s trip”, said Anna
Ashton and Kylie Milliken of
Eurasia Group in a report.

It suggests Washington “is
making modest but measur-
able progress with Beijing in
re-establishing limited gov-
ernment-to-government com-
munication,” Ashton and
Milliken wrote. “Raimondo’s
visit could produce addition-
al progress.”

Meeting with Wang,
Raimondo defended the Biden
administration’s “de-risking”
strategy of trying to increase
domestic US production of
semiconductors and other
high-tech goods and to create
additional sources of supply to
reduce chances of disruption.

Beijing has criticised that as an
attempt to isolate China and
hamper its development.

“It is not intended to hin-
der China’s economic progress.
We believe a strong Chinese
economy is a good thing,”
Raimondo told the Chinese
minister. “We seek healthy
competition with China. A
growing Chinese economy that
plays by the rules is in both of
our interests.”

Wang visited Washington
in May. The US government
invited Foreign Minister Wang
Yi to Washington, but plans for
that have not been announced.

Raimondo also was due to
meet China’s No. 2 leader,
Premier Li Qiang, and other
officials.

The Biden administration
also has taken steps that are
likely to rankle Beijing.

In June, Biden added 59
Chinese companies including
military contractors and semi-
conductor manufacturers to a
list of entities Americans are
prohibited from investing in.

Last week, Washington
approved a $500 million arms
sale to Taiwan including
infrared tracking systems for
advanced F-16 fighter jets.
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Russia’s top domestic securi-
ty agency said on Monday

that a detained former employ-
ee of the US Consulate in
Vladivostok is accused of col-
lecting information about
Russia’s action in Ukraine and
related issues for US diplo-
mats.

Russia’s Federal Security
Service, or FSB, the country’s
main domestic security agency,
said Robert Shonov is suspect-
ed of “gathering information
about the special military oper-
ation, mobilization processes in
Russian regions, problems and
the assessment of their influ-
ence on protest activities of the
population in the runup to the
2024 presidential election.”

The FSB, the top KGB suc-
cessor, said it has served sum-
monses to question two US
diplomats who allegedly
instructed Shonov to collect the
information.Shonov’s arrest was
first reported in May, but

Russian authorities provided no
details at the time. The US State
Department has condemned
his arrest.

Shonov was charged under
a new article of Russian law that
criminalizes “cooperation on a
confidential basis with a foreign
state, international or foreign
organization to assist their
activities clearly aimed against
Russia’s security.” Kremlin crit-
ics have said that the formula-
tion is so broad that it could be
used to punish any Russian who
had foreign connections. It car-
ries a prison sentence of up to
eight years.The US State
Department has said Shonov
worked at the US consulate in
Vladivostok for more than 25
years. The consulate closed in
2020 because of the COVID-19
pandemic and never reopened.
The State Department has said
that after a Russian government
order in April 2021, Shonov
worked at a company the US
contracted with to support its
embassy in Moscow.
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NATO members Poland and
the Baltic states will seal off

their borders with Russia’s ally
Belarus in the event of any mil-
itary incidents or a massive
migrant push by Minsk, the
interior ministers warned on
Monday. 

The ministers said they
were seeing growing tensions
on NATO’s and the European
Union’s borders with Belarus,
which has taken in thousands
of Russia’s military mercenaries
and is pushing Middle East and
African migrants into Europe,
despite barriers having been put
up. They warned of swift and
concerted reaction in the case
of a military incident or large
migrant push.

The ministers of Poland,
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia
addressed the media following
their talks. In a joint statement
they demanded that the govern-
ment of Belarus President
Alexander Lukashenko imme-
diately remove from its territo-
ry the Wagner Group merce-
naries. They also demanded the
removal of migrants from bor-
der areas and their return to
their home countries. 

The four countries, which
are also European Union mem-
bers support Ukraine in its
fight against Russia’s invasion.

The sudden death of mer-
cenary leader Yevgeny
Prigozhin in a plane crash in
Russia last week has raised
questions about the future of
the Wagner group, which
Poland’s Interior Minister
Mariusz Kaminski branded as
“extremely dangerous” and
“demoralized.” 

He also said the mercenar-
ies pose a threat to the citizens
of Belarus and the entire region.
Russia’s President Vladimir
Putin has ordered the Wagner
fighters to sign an oath of alle-
giance to the Russian state,
according to a decree pub-
lished on the Kremlin’s website
late Friday and effective imme-
diately. 
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Thousands of passengers
were stuck on the tarmac all

over the UK and abroad on
Monday after planes leaving
and flying to Britain were
grounded following a “techni-
cal issue” that hit British air traf-
fic control systems, officials
said.

The UK’s National Air
Traffic Services (NATS) said it
had “applied traffic flow restric-
tions to maintain safety” across
its airports. They did not pro-

vide any further information
about what caused it or how
long it would take to fix.

The disruption comes on
one of the busiest travel days of
the year - with many people
returning from holidays on the
last Bank Holiday weekend of
the summer.

NATS said a technical issue
was affecting its “ability to
automatically process flight
plans” and they were working
to solve the issue “as quickly as
possible”.

“Until our engineers have
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UK Home Secretary Suella
Braverman on Monday

called on the country’s police
force to investigate every crime,
saying it is “unacceptable” that
crimes such as shoplifting,
criminal damage and phone or
car theft are treated as “less
important”.The 43-year-old
Indian-origin Cabinet minister
in charge of security issues said
there was no such thing as
“trivial” crimes because crim-
inals should fear the conse-
quences of their actions.She
warned that serious crimes
flourish when lower-level crim-
inality and anti-social behav-
iour are not tackled with the
full force of the law.“We know
that the most serious crimes
flourish when lower-level crim-
inality and antisocial behaviour
are not tackled. Theft and bur-
glary can often be run by
organised crime gangs,”
Braverman writes in ‘The Daily
Telegraph’ newspaper. “But let’s
be clear: all crime matters.
There is no such thing as a triv-
ial crime. And the police must

not indicate to criminals that
they are effectively free to
break certain laws. Since I
became Home Secretary last
year, I’ve been determined to
drive forward a return to com-
mon-sense policing and val-
ues,” she said.

Her intervention follows
talks between the UK Home
Office, the National Police
Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) and
the College of Policing, the pro-
fessional body for policing staff
as part of a so-called “crime
week” of policy announce-
ments planned by the govern-
ment.This government has
secured a commitment from
police forces that they will do
just that. It is vital for victims
and for wider society that per-
petrators face justice. Improved
public confidence in policing
depends on it,” Braverman
noted.

“The commitment applies
to all crimes and action should
still be proportionate, but we
expect to see a radical change
in the way the police approach
theft, shoplifting and criminal
damage.

resolved this, flight plans are
being input manually which
means we cannot process them
at the same volume, hence we
have applied traffic flow
restrictions. Our technical
experts are looking at all pos-
sible solutions to rectify this as
quickly as possible,” it said.

“Our priority is ensuring
every flight in the UK remains
safe and doing everything we
can to minimise the impact,”
it added. “We are sincerely
sorry for the disruption this is
causing.” The NATS describes
itself as the country’s leading
provider of air traffic control
services, which handles 2.5
million flights and 250 million
passengers in a “normal year”.

Earlier, it said engineers
are working to find (the tech-
nical issue) and fix the fault. 
“We are continuing to work
hard to resolve the technical
issue. To clarify, UK airspace
is not closed, we have had to
apply air traffic flow restric-
tions which ensures we can
maintain safety,” it later updat-
ed.

British Airways said it was
working with NATS to “under-
stand the impact” of the issue,

and said it will keep cus-
tomers updated. Other airlines
are also asking customers to
check for updates.

Scottish airline Loganair
was the first to report a “net-
work-wide failure of UK air
traffic control systems this
morning”.

Several airports across the
UK, and airlines including
Ryanair, EasyJet, Wizz Air,
Loganair and Aer Lingus have
all warned passengers of delays
or cancellations to flights, BBC
reported. 

Spokespersons for London
Luton, Stansted, Heathrow
and Gatwick airports all said
they were experiencing issues,
and urged customers to con-
tact their airlines, it added. 

Liverpool John Lennon
Airport said “some flights
might be subject to a delay”,
while Edinburgh Airport
urged passengers to check
with their airline before going
to the airport.

Irish minister of state for
transport Jack Chambers
warned of a “major” knock-on
impact on flights to and from
Ireland as a consequence of the
issues in the UK.
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Singapore (PTI): A Chinese
national in Singapore was
sentenced to six weeks in jail
on Monday for pushing a 56-
year-old Indian-origin securi-
ty officer who fell and frac-
tured his wrist.

Wang Lin, a 42-year-old
director at more than 100
firms, pleaded guilty to an
assault charge against Prakash
Govindan Damodaran out-
side the United Square shop-
ping mall on November 6,
2021.

Defence lawyer S S
Dhillon told the court his
client had gone to the shop-
ping mall to pick up his wife
and daughter.

The lawyer said as it was
raining, Wang, a Singapore
permanent resident, drove to
the lane closest to the build-
ing so his family would not be
drenched.

Prakash, who was stand-
ing on a chevron marking on
the road, immediately ges-
tured at Wang to stop.

“We are instructed by
Wang Lin that he was taken
aback when the victim shout-
ed and gestured at him. At one
point, the victim even hit the
front of Wang Lin’s vehicle,”
Dhillon was quoted as saying
by The Straits Times newspa-
per.

The force was such that
Wang Lin could feel the vibra-
tion of the impact from the
inside of his car,” the lawyer
said.

Unhappy, Wang swerved
past Prakash into an adjacent
lane and got out of his vehi-
cle to confront the security
officer.

He shoved the victim in
the chest with both hands,
causing the older man to fall
on his back. While Prakash
was on the ground, Wang
looked down and chided him.

Wang’s wife, who was
nearby, pulled him away.
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The head of Sudan’s army
made a rare public speech on

Monday in his first tour outside
of the capital since the conflict
with a rival general erupted in
mid-April.Sudan was plunged
into chaos after monthslong
tensions between the military, led
by Gen. Abdel Fattah Burhan,
and the Rapid Support Forces,
commanded by Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo, exploded into
open fighting on April 15.  In the
eastern coastal city of Port Sudan,
Burhan said a military operation
that included naval and air forces
enabled him to leave the capital’s
army headquarters safely. Two
people were killed in the opera-
tion, he said.The conflict has
reduced the capital to an urban
battlefield, with the RSF control-
ling vast swaths of the city. The

military command, where
Burhan has purportedly been
stationed since April, has been
one of the epicenters of the
conflict, besieged by RSF forces.
Burhan said no agreement had
been reached “with the traitors
or with any party outside of the
Sudanese people” to facilitate his
departure from the capital. The
violence in the northeast African

country is estimated to have
killed at least 4,000 people,
according to Liz Throssell, a
spokesperson for the UN human
rights office. However, activists
and doctors on the ground say
the death toll is likely far
higher.In a statement issued late
Sunday, Dagalo unveiled a new
initiative that could restart peace
talks between the two forces.

The 10-point plan titled
“Sudan Reborn,” calls for a last-
ing cease-fire, democratic elec-
tions and a unified army. Formal
peace negations mediated by the
US and Saudi Arabia in the Saudi
coastal town of Jeddah took
place during May and June.
However talks were formally
adjourned in late June with both
mediators publicly calling out the
RSF and the army for continu-
ally violating truces they had
agreed to.
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Americans actually agree on
something in this time of

raw discord: Joe Biden is too old
to be an effective president in a
second term. Only a few years
his junior, Donald Trump rais-
es strikingly less concern about
his age. But they have plenty of
other problems with Trump,
who at least for now far outdis-
tances his rivals for the
Republican nomination despite
his multiple criminal indict-
ments. Never mind his advanced
years — if anything, some say,
the 77-year-old ought to grow
up. A new poll from The
Associated Press-NORC Center
for Public Affairs Research finds
much of the public oddly unit-
ed in sizing up the one trait
Biden cannot change.The pres-
ident has taken to raising the age
issue himself, with wisecracks, as
if trying to relax his audiences
about his 80 trips around the

sun. Age discrimination may be
banned in the workplace but the
president’s employers — the
people — aren’t shy about their
bias. 

In the poll, fully 77 per cent
said Biden is too old to be effec-
tive for four more years. Not
only do 89 per cent of
Republicans say that, so do 69
per cent of Democrats. That
view is held across age groups,
not just by young people, though
older Democrats specifically are
more supportive of his 2024 bid.

In contrast, about half of US
adults say Trump is too old for
the office, and here the familiar
partisan divide emerges —
Democrats are far more likely to
disqualify Trump by age than are
Republicans. What’s clear from
the poll is that Americans are
saying out with the old and in
with the young, or at least
younger. 

Democrats, Republicans
and independents want to sweep
a broad broom through the
halls of power, imposing age lim-
its on the presidency, Congress
and the Supreme Court. In all
about two-thirds of US adults
back an age ceiling on candidates
for president and Congress and
a mandatory retirement age for
justices.

Specifically, 67 per cent
favour requiring Supreme Court
justices to retire by a certain age,
68 per cent support age ceilings
for candidates for House and
Senate, and 66 per cent support
age ceilings for candidates for

president.
With elders mostly

running the show and the
Constitution to contend with,
don’t expect that to happen any
time soon.Even so, the survey
suggests lots of people across
political lines are open to seeing
a younger face, a fresher one, or
both, capture the public imagi-
nation. Among them is Noah
Burden, a 28-year-old commu-
nications consultant in
Alexandria, Virginia. Despite a
clear preference for Biden over
Trump, he wishes the top con-
tenders for the presidency were
closer to his generation. “They’re
too old overall,” Burden said.
That older generation represents
“a sense of values and sense of
the country and the world that
just isn’t accurate anymore. It can
be dangerous to have that view.”

Similarly, Greg Pack, 62, a
past and possibly future Trump
voter in Ardmore, Oklahoma,
wishes Biden and Trump would
both move along.
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APakistan high court said on
Monday that it would

announce on Tuesday its
reserved verdict on former
prime minister Imran Khan’s
plea seeking the suspension of
his three-year jail term given by
a sessions court in the
Toshakhana corruption case.

A divisional bench of
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
judges, comprising Chief
Justice Amer Farooq and
Justice Tariq Mehmood
Jahangiri, reserved the verdict
after hearing both parties’
counsels. The bench later stat-
ed that the reserved judgment
would be announced at 11 am
on Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, the IHC
resumed hearing of appeal
which it began hearing on
August 22. It had adjourned the
case on Friday after the lawyer
representing the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
did not appear due to illness.

Khan’s lawyer Latif Khosa
completed his argument on
Thursday, asserting that the
verdict was given in haste and
full of shortcomings. He urged
the court to set aside the sen-
tence but the defence team
demanded more time to com-
plete its arguments.

Many believe that a
favourable ruling for 70-year-
old Khan may come after the
Supreme Court highlighted
faults in the judgment convict-
ing Khan.

Meanwhile, the
Balochistan High Court (BHC)
on Monday dismissed a first
information report (FIR) filed
against Khan for making com-
ments against state institutions
and their officers during a
speech.

A two-member bench
comprising BHC Chief Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan and
Justice Gul Hasan Tareen
announced the verdict on the
petition filed by the Insaf
Lawyers Forum’s (ILF) Iqbal
Shah, Geo News reported.

The high court also dis-
missed the arrest warrants
against Khan issued by the
judicial magistrate.

“Alhamdulillah, the court
has dismissed the FIR regis-
tered against Imran Khan in
Bijli Road police station in
Quetta, once again Imran Khan
has been vindicated in a false
case, congratulations to all
Pakistan on the victory of jus-
tice,” Khan’s counsel Naeem
Haider Panjutha wrote on X,
formerly Twitter, celebrating
the dismissal of the case.During
Monday’s hearing in IHC, the
Election Commission of
Pakistan’s (ECP) counsel
Amjad Pervaiz urged the IHC
to issue a notice to the state to
make it a respondent in the
case as, he said, the law made
it necessary.When Pervaiz con-
cluded his arguments, Khan’s
lawyer Khosa said he did not
have any objections to the ECP
counsel’s plea to issue a notice
to the state.

Subsequently, the court
reserved its verdict on the case.

Separately, a three-member
apex court panel led by Chief
Justice Umar Ata Bandial and
comprising Justice Mazahar
Ali Akbar Naqvi and Justice
Jamal Khan Mandokhail was
also hearing petitions against
the Toshakhana case.

The apex court bench has
fixed the hearing of the
Toshakhana case on Tuesday,
according to Khan’s party.

The party said that the top
court would hear the case after
the announcement of the ver-
dict by the Islamabad High
Court.

Earlier, the Supreme Court
on Wednesday hearing various
petitions against the
Toshakhana case observed that
there were “shortcomings” in
the judgment of the sessions
court. The panel observed that
the verdict was given in haste
and without giving the right of
defence to the accused. “Prima
facie, there are shortcomings in
the trial court verdict,” the
chief justice said.

The apex court had also
stated it would wait for the IHC
hearing before giving its judg-
ment. It resumed the hearing
Thursday but adjourned it
without fixing any date after it
was told that the IHC was hold-
ing a hearing.

A trial court had convict-
ed and sentenced the 70-year-
old Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman to three years
in prison on August 5 in the
case. Khan was sentenced on
charges of unlawfully selling
state gifts acquired by him and
his family during his 2018-2022
tenure. He has also been barred
from politics for five years, pre-
venting him from contesting an
upcoming election.

The Toshakhana case was
filed by the ruling party law-
makers in 2022 in the ECP,
alleging that Khan concealed
the proceeds from the sale of
state gifts. The ECP first dis-
qualified him and then filed a
case of criminal proceedings in
a sessions court.

After a hearing spanning
over months, Judge Humayun
Dilawar of the Islamabad-based
sessions court on August 5
awarded a three-year sentence
to Khan for hiding the pro-
ceeds he got from the sale of
state gifts.

Khan within days chal-
lenged the conviction in the
Islamabad High Court (IHC),
seeking to suspend his sentence
and overturn the judgment.
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China will no longer require
a negative COVID-19 test

result for incoming travellers
starting Wednesday, a mile-
stone in its reopening to the rest
of the world after a three-year
isolation that began with the
country’s borders closing in
March 2020. 

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Wang Wenbin announced
the change at a briefing in
Beijing on Monday.

China in January ended
quarantine requirements for its
own citizens traveling from
abroad, and over the past few
months has gradually expanded
the list of countries that Chinese
people can travel to and
increased the number of inter-
national flights.

Beijing ended its tough
domestic “zero COVID” policy
only in December, after years of
draconian curbs that at times
included full-city lockdowns
and lengthy quarantines for
people who were infected.

The restrictions slowed the
world’s second-largest economy,
leading to rising unemploy-
ment and occasional instances of
unrest. As part of those mea-
sures, incoming travelers were
required to isolate for weeks at
government-designated hotels.
Residents were in some cases
forcibly locked into their homes
in attempts to stop the virus
from spreading. 

Protests in major cities
including Beijing, Shanghai,

Guangzhou and Nanjing erupt-
ed in November over the
COVID curbs, in the most
direct challenge to the
Communist Party’s rule since
the Tiananmen protests of 1989.

In early December, author-
ities abruptly scrapped most
COVID controls, ushering in a
wave of infections that over-
whelmed hospitals and morgues.

A US federally funded study
this month found the rapid dis-
mantling of the “zero COVID”
policy may have led to nearly 2
million excess deaths in the fol-
lowing two months. That num-
ber greatly exceeds official esti-
mates of 60,000 deaths within a
month of the lifting of the
curbs.

During the years of “zero
COVID,” local authorities occa-
sionally imposed snap lock-
downs in attempts to isolate
infections, trapping people
inside offices and apartment
buildings. 

From April until June last
year, the city of Shanghai locked
down its 25 million residents in
one of the world’s largest pan-
demic-related mass lockdowns.
Residents were required to take
frequent PCR tests and had to
rely on government food sup-
plies, often described as insuffi-
cient. Throughout the pandem-
ic, Beijing touted its “zero
COVID” policy — and the ini-
tial relatively low number of
infections — as an example of
the superiority of China’s polit-
ical system over that of Western
democracies. 
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An Israeli airstrike hit the
international airport in

the city of Aleppo in northern
Syria early on Monday, damag-
ing a runway and putting it out
of service, Syrian state media
said.   State news agency
SANA, citing a military official,
said Israeli planes coming from
the Mediterranean Sea carried
out the attack at around 4:30
a.m. There were no casualties
reported. The airport has been
targeted several times this year,
including two attacks in March
that also put it out of service.

There was no immediate
comment from Israeli offi-
cials.

Israel has carried out hun-
dreds of strikes on targets
inside government-controlled
parts of Syria in recent years,
including attacks on the
Damascus and Aleppo air-
ports, but it rarely acknowl-
edges or discusses the opera-
tions. Often the strikes target
Syrian military forces or
Iranian-backed groups.

Israel has targeted airports
and sea ports in the govern-
ment-held parts of Syria in an
apparent attempt to prevent
arms shipments from Iran to
militant groups backed by
Tehran, including Lebanon’s
Hezbollah. Thousands of Iran-
backed fighters from around
the region joined Syria’s 12-
year conflict helping tip the
balance in favor of President
Bashar Assad’s forces.
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Aspecial court on Monday extended
by two days the physical remand of

Pakistan’s former foreign minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi in connection with
the leakage of a confidential diplomat-
ic cable that was allegedly misused for
political purposes by the previous
Imran Khan-led government.

Qureshi, 67, a close aide of jailed
former prime minister Khan and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party’s
Vice Chairman, was arrested on August
19 under the Official Secrets Act for vio-
lating the secrecy of the official cable
sent by the Pakistani embassy in the US
to the foreign office when he was the
foreign minister.

The two-time foreign minister was
later remanded by the special court in
Federal Investigation Agency’s custody
for four days till August 25. On Friday,
the court extended his remand by
three days. On Monday, the FIA pre-
sented Qureshi before the special court
and sought an extension of five days in
the remand of Qureshi.

Special Prosecutor Zulfiqar Naqvi

pleaded with the court that they have
to recover his mobile phone, Geo News
reported, citing sources.

However, Qureshi’s counsel, Babar
Awan opposed the request and cited
several verdicts of the superior judicia-
ry in his defence. During the hearing,
Awan argued that his client had noth-

ing to do with the cipher case and read
out Articles 90 and 91 of the
Constitution in the court.

Awan maintained that Qureshi had
been in remand for the last nine days.
“This is enough,” he said.

On the prosecutor’s demand for an
extension in physical custody to recov-

er the mobile phone, Awan told the
judge that Qureshi’s mobile is with FIA
and there’s no need for further remand.

After this, Anti-Terrorism Court
Judge Abul Hasnat Zulqarnain, who has
been given additional charge of the spe-
cial court, reserved the verdict which
was announced later. Khan has for long
mentioned the missing cable as evi-
dence of a “foreign conspiracy” to
remove him as the prime minister in
April last year.

According to a media report last
week, the trial of Khan and Qureshi in
the cipher case, under the Official
Secrets Act, is expected to start within
a fortnight. Official sources said the FIA
is trying to complete the challan by
August last week for the initiation of
trial in the recently formed special
court. The FIA has already arrested both
Khan and Qureshi in the case.

Qureshi was foreign minister when
the issue of the diplomatic cable erupt-
ed. The purported cipher (secret diplo-
matic cable) contained an account of a
meeting between US State Department
officials, including Assistant Secretary
of State for the Bureau of South and
Central Asian Affairs Donald Lu, and
Pakistani envoy Asad Majeed Khan 
last year.

Lahore (PTI): Pakistan’s Punjab
police chief said on Monday that
three main suspects have been
arrested for conspiring to trig-
ger “Muslim-Christian riots” in
the country. Addressing a press
conference here, Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Punjab
Usman Anwar said police have
taken 300 suspects into custody
for torching churches and homes
of Christians in Jaranwala.

An enraged mob attacked
scores of churches and Christian
localities over blasphemy allega-
tions against a Christian man in
Jaranwala town of Faisalabad
district, 130 km from Punjab’s
provincial capital Lahore, on
August 16. They also attacked a
Christian cemetery and van-
dalised the office of the local
assistant commissioner.

“An intelligence agency of
an enemy country is involved in
a conspiracy to have Muslim-
Christian riots in the country.
The hostile intelligence agency

is involved in the Jaranwala
incident. We have broken a net-
work,” Anwar said, without
naming any country.

He said out of the 300 peo-
ple arrested, 180 have been for-
mally charged under terrorism
cases. “Three prime suspects
behind the conspiracy to cause
Muslim-Christian riots have
also been arrested,” he said.

He claimed that the net-
work behind the conspiracy has
been exposed and no such inci-
dent will occur in the future.
Earlier, the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP)’s fact-finding mission
declared the mob attack on
Christian worship places, their
residences, and cemetery in
Punjab province early this
month was part of a “larger hate
campaign against local
Christians” and questioned the
open involvement of radical
Islamists and complicity of
police in the incident.

���� 
��	�(

Greek authorities said that
four people died and 18

were rescued Monday after a
boat carrying migrants appar-
ently sank northeast of the
Greek island of Lesbos, which
lies near the Turkish coast.

The coast guard said one
of its vessels collected the 18
survivors and four people
found unconscious and trans-

ported them to the island’s
main port of Mytilene.

Over the weekend, the
coast guard has said it has
picked up dozens of people
from boats near eastern
Aegean Sea islands, part of an
increase in new arrivals over
the past two months.

For decades Greece has
been one of the preferred
entry points into the European
Union for people fleeing con-

flict or poverty in the Middle
East, Africa and Asia and
hoping for a better life in
Europe.

More than 14,000 people
have reached Greece by land
and sea so far this year, accord-
ing to United Nations figures.
That’s about a tenth of the total
successful Mediterranean
crossings, most of which —
about 104,000 — were to Italy.
Arrivals in Greece for the

whole of 2022 totalled 19,000.
In June, a battered fishing

trawler heading from Libya to
Italy with an estimated 500-
750 people on board sank in
international waters off south-
western Greece. Only 104 sur-
vivors were found, and Greek
authorities were heavily criti-
cised for failing to evacuate the
vessel in time. The govern-
ment has attributed the rise in
migrant crossings since then to

better summer weather and
smugglers taking advantage of
an increase in Aegean small
boat traffic during the tourist
season. After nearly a million
people entered Greece at the
height of Europe’s 2015 migra-
tion crisis, the vast majority
hoping to move north to
wealthier European countries,
Greece increased patrols along
the sea and land border with
Turkey to halt arrivals.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan police re-
arrested human rights lawyer Imaan
Mazari outside the Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi on Monday, hours after an
Islamabad anti-terrorism court grant-
ed her bail in a sedition case.
Confirming the arrest on X, formerly
Twitter, the Islamabad police said
Imaan was arrested in a terrorism case
registered at the Bara Kahu police 
station.

The arrest comes hours after the
Islamabad anti-terrorism court (ATC)
granted Imaan and former lawmaker
Ali Wazir post-arrest bail against sure-
ty bonds of Rs 30,000 each. Imaan, the
daughter of former human rights min-

ister Shireen Mazari, and Wazir were
arrested on August 20 by Islamabad
police, two days after they participat-
ed in a protest organised by the
Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement (PTM),
which advocates the rights of ethnic
Pashtuns.

Imaan addressed in Islamabad a
rally of the PTM, a group of ethnic
Pushtu-speaking activists highly crit-
ical of the Pakistan Army, and criticised
the powerful military establishment.

According to the first information
report (FIR) filed against Imaan and
Wazir, the two were arrested for stag-
ing a sit-in, resistance and interference
in state affairs.
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Asia’s richest man Mukesh
Ambani began executing a

succession plan for his energy-
to-technology conglomerate
Reliance Industries, appointing
his three children Isha, Akash,
and Anant to the board of the
company on Monday.

Till now, the three children
were involved only at operating
business-level and none were on
the board of India’s largest list-
ed company. The board of
Reliance met ahead of the com-
pany’s annual general meeting to
approve the appointment of
twins Isha and Akash as well as
Anant, as the “non-executive
directors of the company,” the
firm said in a stock exchange fil-
ing.

Last year, the 66-year-old
tycoon had made way for his
first-born Akash Ambani to
become the chairman of India’s
largest mobile firm, Reliance Jio
Infocomm Ltd. Jio Infocomm is
a subsidiary of Jio Platforms, in
which Meta and Google hold
stakes and is still chaired by
Mukesh. Reliance Industries Ltd
is the parent of Jio Platforms.

Akash’s twin sister, Isha, 31,
was identified for Reliance’s
retail arm and the youngest
sibling Anant for the new ener-
gy business. The siblings have
been on the board of the oper-
ating companies but this is the
first time they have been
appointed on the board of the
parent firm.

In a statement, Reliance
said their “appointment will
take effect from the date they
assume office after approval by
the shareholders.” Reliance is
seeking a shareholder nod for
giving Mukesh another five-
year term till April 2029.His wife

Nita was a director on the com-
pany board but she has resigned
to make way for the children.
“The Board of Directors also
accepted the resignation of Nita
Ambani from the Board respect-
ing her decision to devote her
energies and time to guide and
enable Reliance Foundation to
make an even greater impact for
India,” the statement said.

US Ivy League university-
educated Ambani scions have in
the last few years been groomed
for leadership positions at
Reliance’s three units — oil to
chemicals, telecoms and retail.
While retail and digital services

are housed in separate wholly-
owned subsidiaries, the oil-to-
chemical or O2C business is a
functional division of Reliance.
The new energy business is also
with the parent firm. The three
businesses are almost equal in
size.

While Akash and Isha, who
is married to Anand Piramal
(son of Piramal Group’s Ajay and
Swati Piramal), have been both
active in the group’s new-age
businesses of retail and telecom,
Anant has been involved in
renewable energy and oil and
chemical units of Reliance as a
director.
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Monday said Jan Dhan Yojana-led
interventions and digital transforma-

tion have revolutionised financial inclusion
in the country, as more than 50 crore peo-
ple have been brought into the formal bank-
ing system with cumulative deposits sur-
passing Rs 2 lakh crore.

On the ninth anniversary of the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY),
which is one of the biggest financial inclu-
sion initiatives in the world, Sitharaman in
her message said 55.5 per cent bank
accounts have been opened by women, and
67 per cent have been opened in rural/semi-
urban areas.

Under the scheme, the number of
bank accounts grew 3.4-fold from 14.72
crore in March 2015, to 50.09 crore as on
August 16, 2023.

Total deposits too have swelled from Rs
15,670 crore as of March 2015, to over Rs
2.03 lakh crore as of August 2023.

The average deposits in Jan Dhan
accounts have increased 3.8 times from Rs
1,065 as of March 2015, to Rs 4,063 in
August 2023.

About 34 crore RuPay cards have been
issued to these accounts without charge,
which also provides for a Rs 2 lakh accident

insurance cover.
The zero-balance accounts under the

scheme have reduced to 8 per cent of total
accounts as of August 2023, from 58 per cent
in March 2015.

Sitharaman said, “the 9 years of PMJDY-
led interventions and digital transformation
have revolutionised financial inclusion in
India. With the collaborative efforts of stake-
holders, banks, insurance companies, and
government officials, the PMJDY stands out
as a pivotal initiative, changing the landscape
of financial inclusion in the country...”.

Minister of State for Finance Bhagwat
Karad said Jan Dhan–Aadhaar–Mobile
(JAM) architecture has enabled successful

transfer of government benefits in the
accounts of the common man seamlessly.

“PMJDY accounts have become the ful-
crum of people-centric initiatives like Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) and have con-
tributed towards inclusive growth of all sec-
tions of the society, especially the under-
privileged,” Karad said.

The PMJDY was launched on August
28, 2014, with an aim to provide universal
banking services through the opening of
zero-balance bank accounts for every
unbanked household, based on the guiding
principles of banking the unbanked, secur-
ing the unsecured and funding the unfund-
ed. 

�����7.7/
�

The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range and settled for

the day higher by 1 paisa at 82.63
against the US dollar, as the sup-
port from positive domestic
equities was negated by rising
American currency and recov-
ery in crude oil prices.

Forex traders said the Indian
rupee witnessed modest gains
on Monday on positive domes-
tic equities. However, rising US
dollars and recovery in crude oil
prices capped sharp gains.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the domestic unit
opened at 82.58 and finally set-
tled for the day at 82.63 against
the American currency. During
the day, the rupee witnessed an
intra-day high of 82.52 and a low
of 82.65 against the greenback.

On Friday, the rupee
declined by 8 paise to settle at
82.64 against the US dollar.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.05 per
cent higher at 104.07. 

The US dollar gained on
somewhat hawkish comments
from the Fed Chair Jerome
Powell at the Jackson Hole
Symposium, said Anuj
Choudhary - Research Analyst
at Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, rose 0.04
per cent to USD 84.51 per bar-
rel. “We expect the rupee to
trade with a slight negative bias
on the strong dollar and recov-
ery in crude oil prices. Selling
pressure from FIIs may also
weigh on rupee,” Choudhary
said. However, a positive tone in
domestic markets and a rise in

risk appetite may support the
domestic currency at lower lev-
els. “Any intervention by the RBI
may also support rupee.
Investors may remain cautious
ahead of jobs data from US and
India’s manufacturing PMI and
GDP data later this week. USD-
INR spot price is expected to
trade in a range of Rs 82.30 to
Rs 83,” Choudhary added.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE Sensex
closed 110.09 points or 0.17 per
cent higher at 64,996.60. The
broader NSE Nifty advanced
40.25 points or 0.21 per cent to
19,306.05. Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net sellers
in capital markets on Friday as
they offloaded shares worth Rs
4,638.21 crore, according to
exchange data.

Meanwhile, India’s foreign
exchange reserves dropped by
USD 7.273 billion to USD
594.888 billion in the week
ended August 18, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said on
Friday.

In the previous week, the
overall reserves had risen by
USD 708 million to USD
602.161 billion. 
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The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal

(NCLAT) on Monday extend-
ed the time till September 30
for Jalan-Kalrock Consortium
for payment of Rs 350 crore to
the lenders of the bankrupt Jet
Airways.

A three-member NCLAT
bench accepted the plea of the
consortium to extend the time-
line and also for adjustment of
Rs 150 crore from perfor-
mance bank guarantee (PBG)
towards payment of Rs 350
crore. The consortium has

submitted an undertaking
before the appellate tribunal, in
which it had committed to pay
Rs 100 crore by August 31,
2023 and another Rs 100 crore
by September 30, 2023. For the
rest Rs 150 crore, the consor-

tium had requested the appel-
late tribunal to encash the
PBG submitted for that pur-
p o s e . J a l a n - K a l r o c k
Consortium had emerged as
the winning bidder for the air-
line, which stopped flying in

April 2019 and later underwent
an insolvency resolution
process. The NCLAT order is
yet to be uploaded on NCLAT
website. Earlier, the consor-
tium was to pay Rs 350 crore
to the lenders by August 31 but
had sought an extension for
making the payment. 

The NCLAT on last Mon-
day had reserved its order.
While the consortium emerged
as the winning bidder under
the insolvency resolution
process, the ownership trans-
fer has been hanging fire amid
continuing differences between
lenders and consortiums. 
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With falling trade deficit,
India’s current account

deficit is likely to narrow to
around USD 10 billion or 1 per
cent of GDP in the April-June
quarter of the ongoing fiscal,
according to India Ratings.

The country’s current
account deficit (CAD) stood at
USD 18 billion or 2.1 per cent
in the corresponding period of
the previous fiscal.

However, the agency
expects CAD to rise in the sec-
ond quarter of the current fiscal
as it sees merchandise exports
declining below USD 100 billion
after a gap of eight quarters.

Imports are expected to be

around USD 163 billion during
the period, up from a seven-
quarter low of USD 160.3 billion
witnessed in Q1 FY24, due to
increase in crude prices since
July.

This will have the overall
trade deficit printing in at a
three-quarter high of USD 64
billion, the rating agency said.

Another reason is the mod-
eration in services demand since
June due to the slowdown in the
global economy. Global ser-
vices PMI stood at a five-month
low of 52.7 in July. Thus, services
trade surplus to remain around
USD 36 billion in Q2, it said.

Merchandise exports con-
tracted even in Q1 by coming in
14.1 per cent lower than the

year-ago period. This was the
biggest decline in the last 12
quarters. Goods exports stood at
a seven-quarter low of USD 104
billion in Q1 FY24.

Merchandise imports came
down to a seven-quarter low of
USD 160.3 billion in Q1, while
goods imports shrunk 12.7 per
cent in the same period, which
was the sharpest fall since Q2
FY21.

Benign commodity prices
helped in reducing the country’s
import bill as the inbound ship-
ments of critical commodities
such as crude (18.5 per cent)
coal (32.4 per cent), organic
chemicals (31.9 per cent) and
vegetable oils (32.9 per cent)
came down in value terms. 
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Equity benchmark indices
climbed on Monday after

two days of fall, tracking
strength in global markets and
buying in HDFC Bank.

The BSE Sensex climbed
110.09 points or 0.17 per cent to
settle at 64,996.60. During the
day, it jumped 326.94 points or
0.50 per cent to 65,213.45.

The NSE Nifty gained 40.25
points or 0.21 per cent to end at
19,306.05.

From the Sensex pack,
Larsen & Toubro, Mahindra &
Mahindra, HDFC Bank, Sun
Pharma, Maruti, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, IndusInd Bank,
Tata Steel and State Bank of
India were among the gainers.

Reliance Industries, Nestle,
Titan, HCL Technologies, ITC
and Tata Motors were among
the laggards. In Asian markets,
Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended with gains.

European markets were
trading in the green. The US
markets ended in the positive
territory on Friday.

“The highly anticipated
Jackson Hole meeting didn’t

bring much surprise, as the Fed
chair expressed satisfaction with
the progress of policy measures
and reiterated its commitment
to managing inflation within tar-
get bounds. This has raised
expectations of a rate hike dur-
ing the November Fed meeting.
Global markets traded posi-
tively, led by Asian peers, as
China’s measures to support
the property sector boosted
sentiment.

“Domestically, all major sec-
tors, along with mid and small
caps, remained positive, except
for the IT sector, which faced
concerns related to potential rate
hikes,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.37 per cent to
USD 84.79 a barrel. Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
offloaded equities worth Rs
4,638.21 crore on Friday, accord-
ing to exchange data

The BSE benchmark had
ended lower by 365.83 points or
0.56 per cent at 64,886.51 on
Friday. The Nifty declined by
120.90 points or 0.62 per cent to
end at 19,265.80. 
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Gold prices declined Rs 50 to
Rs 59,550 per 10 grams in

the national capital on Monday
amid a fall in precious metal
prices globally, according to
HDFC Securities. In the previ-
ous trade, the yellow metal had
ended at Rs 59,600 per 10
grams. However, silver remained
flat at Rs 76,500 per kg.

In the international markets,
gold and silver were down at
USD 1,914 per ounce and USD
24.17 per ounce, respectively.

“Investors continued to

assess hawkish remarks from the
world’s top central bankers, who
stressed the need to keep inter-
est rates high until inflation is
contained at the Jackson Hole
gathering.

“US Federal Reserve Chair
Jerome Powell said that the
central bank is prepared to raise
interest rates further if needed
and intends to keep borrowing
costs high until inflation is on a
convincing path towards the
Fed’s 2 per cent target,” Saumil
Gandhi, senior analyst - com-
modities at HDFC Securities,
said. 
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Indian telcos’ operating profit
is likely to rise by up to 15 per

cent to Rs 1.2 lakh crore in FY24,
a domestic rating agency said on
Monday. The players had report-
ed an operating profit of Rs 1.04
lakh crore in the year-ago peri-
od, Crisil Ratings said.

Demand for bigger data
packs amid surging consump-
tion will be the key reason for
the FY24 profit growth in an
industry which has witnessed
massive difficulties in the last
few years, since the entry of the
deep-pocketed Reliance Jio.
Average revenue per user
(ARPU), which had been on a

declining trend for the last few
years, will grow by 8-10 per cent
to Rs 190 despite no broad-
based tariff hike likely in the
near-term as telcos focus on
migrating 4G subscribers to 5G
services, its deputy chief ratings
officer Manish Gupta said.

“Growth would be driven by
rise in data usage to 23-25 GB

per subscriber per month this
fiscal from 20 GB last fiscal, and
recalibration of tariff plans, lead-
ing to higher operating prof-
itability,” Gupta said.

The agency said the sector
has high operating leverage as
about three-fourths of the total
cost is fixed and any rise in
ARPU flows directly to operat-
ing profit. It said between FY20-
23, operating profit almost dou-
bled, while the ARPU grew 1.4
times. 

The 4G technology will
remain dominant for a while, it
said, adding that monetisation of
5G services is likely to be grad-
ual, as it hinges on evolving use
cases and increase in the pene-

tration of 5G handsets in India,
which is currently low. The
telecom companies may spend
Rs 90,000 crore this fiscal to beef
up network infrastructure in
FY24 as against Rs 80,000 crore
in the year-ago period, it said,
adding that this will be driven by
the surge in demand for data,
and to improve services and cus-
tomer experience. 

All the private telcos are
believed to be adequately placed
on the important input of spec-
trum, having invested Rs 1.5
lakh crore at the previous auc-
tion. Hence, the outgo for spec-
trum purchase at next auction is
expected to be lower than pre-
vious one, the agency said.
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Prakhhyat Group on Mon-
day said it has partnered

with a fund managed by Mor-
gan Stanley Real Estate Invest-
ing to develop a warehousing
project at Bhiwandi near Mum-
bai. The company did not dis-
close the amount of investment
by Morgan Stanley Real Estate
Investing (MSREI) but sources
said it is around Rs 300 crore.

Prakhyat Group will devel-
op a 0.7 million square feet
Grade A warehousing space at
its K Square Logistics Park in
Bhiwandi, the company said in
a statement.

This marks MSREI’s entry
in the Bhiwandi sub-market of
Mumbai. With this, MSREI has
invested in over 5.6 million sq ft
of logistics assets across the
country, it added.

The project, One K-Square,
will be built across 25 acres. The
development will offer ware-
housing solutions to institu-
tional customers from e-com-
merce, 3PL players, FMCG and
FMCD sectors, among others.

Prakhhyat Group will be the
development manager and will
be responsible for project exe-
cution, leasing, and asset man-
agement.

“Through this partnership,
we are thrilled to leverage our
development expertise, along
with MSREI’s capabilities, as
we create this marquee devel-
opment in India’s most sought-
after logistics sub-market,” Pra-
khhyat Group Director Sandeep
Bagla said.

MSREI India Vice President
Anand Iyer said industrial and
logistics as an asset class is a high
conviction theme across its
investment strategy.

Prakhhyat Group’s K Square
Logistics Park is spread over 156
acres with a total development
potential of over 4 million sq ft.

Prakhhyat Group is a lead-
ing industrial and logistics devel-
oper with over 10 million sq ft
of projects under various stages
of development.

MSREI is the global private
real estate investment manage-
ment arm of Morgan Stanley
with over USD 54 billion of
assets under management.

According to real estate
consultant Vestian, the leasing of
warehousing space in Mumbai
rose 75 per cent to 3.8 million
sq ft during January-June this
year from 2.2 million sq ft in the
corresponding period of the
previous year.

“Indian warehousing and
logistics sector is sailing through
global headwinds on the back of
strong and sustainable funda-
mentals. Several mega infra-
structure projects are planned
across the country to improve
connectivity and reduce transit
time,” Vestian Chief Executive
Officer Shrinivas Rao said. 
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das-headed Sub-Committee

of the Financial Stability and
Development Council (FSDC-
SC) on Monday resolved to
remain vigilant against any
build-up in vulnerabilities in the
financial system as well as in the
broader economy amid uncer-
tain global environment. With a

view to strengthening and insti-
tutionalising the mechanism for
maintaining financial stability,
enhancing inter-regulatory coor-
dination and promoting finan-
cial sector development, the
FSDC was set up by the gov-
ernment as the apex level forum
in December 2010.

The FSDC Sub-Committee
has been set up under the chair-
manship of governor, RBI. It

meets more often than the full
Council. The Sub-Committee
reviewed major global and

domestic macroeconomic and
financial developments, issues of
inter-regulatory coordination
relating to the Indian financial
sector activities of various tech-
nical groups under its purview,
the Reserve Bank said in a
statement on 30th Meeting of
the FSDC Sub-Committee.

It also reviewed the func-
tioning of State Level Coor-
dination Committees (SLCCs)

in various states/UTs. “The
FSDC-SC resolved to remain
vigilant against any build-up in
vulnerabilities in all segments of
the Indian financial system as
well as in the broader economy,
especially from global spillovers
in a dynamic and uncertain
world, and to preserve financial
system stability for attaining
strong, sustainable and inclusive
growth,” the RBI said.
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Napoli continued a perfect start to their
Serie A title defence with Sunday's 2-
0 win over 10-man Sassuolo, while

Juventus survived penalty controversy in a 1-
1 draw with furious Bologna.

Victor Osimhen netted his third goal of
the season from the penalty spot 15 minutes
into Napoli's first home match since lifting
the league title in front of their fans for the
third time back in June.

And captain Giovanni Di Lorenzo made
sure Napoli would make it six points from
six in the 64th minute, not long after
Maxime Lopez was sent off and Giacomo
Raspadori — who had hit the post seconds
after kick-off — blasted a penalty into the
stands.

"I think we played well, kept hold of the
ball, we're happy to have won the match in
front of our fans," said Di Lorenzo.

"We played well as a team. We've start-
ed well and the attitude is right so we've got
everything for us to have a good season."

Di Lorenzo's first goal of the campaign
came after some magical play from the
returning Khvicha Kvaratskhelia, who made
his season debut an hour into a one-sided
contest at the Stadio Diego Armando
Maradona.

Kvaratskhelia scored 14 times last season
and set up the same number again, and he
made his mark just three minutes after replac-
ing Italy forward Matteo Politano.

The Georgian was surrounded by
defenders near the penalty area but took a
couple of steps forward before slipping in Di
Lorenzo for a simple low finish.

It's early days but Napoli already look a
dangerous proposition under new coach Rudi
Garcia, who has a tough act to follow in new
Italy boss Luciano Spalletti, the architect of
the Scudetto triumph.

Next week Napoli, who are level with
leaders AC Milan and Verona at the top of
the table, host Lazio who are yet to get off the
mark after being beaten 1-0 by Promoted
Genoa.

Lazio finished second last season but
were seen off at home thanks to Italy forward

Mateo Retegui's first Serie A goal after sign-
ing from Boca Juniors this summer.

It was a good sign for Spalletti who will
need goals when Italy face North Macedo-
nia and Ukraine in Euro 2024 qualifying next
month.

BOLOGNA PENALTY FURY
Outraged Bologna held Juventus in

Turin but were left wondering what might
have been after being denied what looked to
be a clear penalty moments before Dusan
Vlahovic salvaged a point for the under-
whelming hosts. Vlahovic headed Juve level
with 10 minutes remaining at the Allianz
Stadium after Lewis Ferguson had put
Bologna deservedly ahead midway through
the first half.

But Bologna were incredulous when after
on-field and VAR officials failed to punish
Samuel Iling-Junior — who subsequently set
up Vlahovic's equaliser — for cutting down
Dan Ndoye and stopping him from tapping
in from close range.

It was a decision which so angered
Bologna that it prompted a livid post-match
reaction from the club's CEO Claudio
Fenucci as coach Thiago Motta refused to talk
to media. "I've done this job for 25 years and
I don't often go on TV to talk about refer-
ees," said Fenucci.

"The win was taken from us by an incred-
ible refereeing decision... It's unthinkable that
a challenge like that is not punished with a
penalty and a red card." Not even the return
of Paul Pogba to midfield after a year of injury
problems could inspire Juve to claim the three
points, the France star doing little as a sec-
ond half substitute as Juve huffed and puffed
ineffectively.

It was an uninspiring display from Juve
which poured cold water on the idea that they
are back as league title contenders.

"I'm obviously happy to be back... but I'm
also a bit disappointed with the result," said
Pogba to DAZN.

"The positive thing is that we didn't lose."
Lecce bounced back from two goals

down at half-time to draw 2-2 with Fiorentina
thanks to goals from Hamza Rafia and Nikola
Krstovic.
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Barcelona starlet Lamine Yamal shone in
a thrilling 4-3 win for the Spanish

champions at Villarreal on Sunday in La
Liga. The 16-year-old winger, making
only his second start for the club, hit the
woodwork twice and set up the opening
goal for Gavi in an impressive performance
which stood out amid a chaotic battle.

Veteran Polish striker Robert Lewan-
dowski tapped home the winning goal, his
first of the season, after Yamal's drive hit
the post, to send Barca provisionally third.

"We have to look at our youth acade-
my, and even more so given the situation
we're in economically," Barca coach Xavi
told Movistar, after also giving midfielder
Fermin Lopez his debut as a substitute.

"Lamine had another great game. He
helped us a lot. He set up a couple of goals
and he created so much at 16 years old."

With Xavi watching on from high in
the stands, serving a suspension, his
charges took an early two-goal lead against
the run of play. Villarreal started brightly
and Alexander Sorloth had a goal ruled out
for offside. However Barcelona pounced
after 12 minutes when Yamal crossed to the
back post to find fellow academy gradu-
ate Gavi, who headed home. Just three min-
utes later Frenkie de Jong rolled home the
Catalans' second after a fortunate bounce
sent the ball his way. Barcelona were miss-
ing injured midfielder Pedri, and defend-
ers Alejandro Balde and Ronald Araujo —
and Villarreal soon hit back. Juan Foyth
produced a bullet header from Alex Bae-

na's corner to earn the hosts a foothold at
the Estadio de la Ceramica. It was the first
goal Barcelona have conceded this season.

The second soon followed with Sorloth
tapping home Pedraza's cross after a sub-
lime pass by veteran forward Gerard
Moreno helped create the chance. Villarreal

went ahead early in the second half after
another impressive surge from Pedraza,
who teed up Baena for a clinical finish.
Captain Sergi Roberto struggled badly at
right back for Barcelona, who are close to
signing Joao Cancelo from Manchester City
on loan to occupy that position.
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Red Bull boss Christian
Horner marvelled at Max

Verstappen's ability to focus
and "get the job done" after
another majestic display from
the double world champion in
Sunday's Dutch Grand Prix.

A ninth win on the bounce
drew him level with the record
established by a former Red Bull
driver, Sebastian Vettel, in 2013.

But it was by no means as
easy as a picnic in the Zandvoort
dunes, with Verstappen's home
fans turning up in their tens of
thousands to see him perform.

"The expectation, how
much noise and support that
he's had - everyone feels that, we
feel that within the team," said
Horner.

"But he's in the zone, he can
focus on himself and get the job
done."

He added: "To match
Sebastian, nine straight victories,
to do it twice as a team is really
incredible."

The Verstappen roadshow
moves on to Monza next week-
end where he will line up 138
points clear of teammate Sergio
Perez in the championship.

That gap would have been
less but for Perez picking up a
five-second time penalty in

Sunday's race, knocking him off
the podium into fourth.

Looking ahead to his shot at
a 10th consecutive win
Verstappen said: "I'll think about
that next week, I just want to
enjoy this one."

He revealed Vettel had mes-
saged him after he had notched
up his fifth win in a row.

"Seb texted me and said:
'Well done what you're doing.

Keep it up - you're going to do
it.' "I was like: 'That's nine wins
in a row; that's something very
impressive.' And I never thought
I would be already on eight. But
it's not something that's con-
stantly in my head.

"I am not in the sport to try
and break records, I'm just here
to win in the moment."

es in the penultimate race of
2022 in Brazil.
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England captain Harry Kane
scored twice on his home

Bundesliga debut as Bayern
Munich defeated Bavarian
neighbours Augsburg 3-1 on
Sunday.

Kane, who was on target in
his league bow at Werder
Bremen last weekend, convert-
ed a first half penalty on Sunday
and added another goal after the
break.

The win sees Bayern with a
maximum six points from two
games and second in the table
behind Union Berlin who also

have two wins.
"A really good win," Kane,

30, told DAZN after the match.
"The first league game 
Augsburg defended well

under relentless Bayern pressure
but they went behind on 32 min-
utes when Felix Udoukhai put
through his own goal.

A VAR intervention found
an Augsburg handball just inside
the box minutes later, bringing
Kane to the spot.

Kane, who has shown no
signs of being burdened by his
100-million euro ($110 mil-
lion) transfer fee, blasted the ball
nervelessly down the middle to

double Bayern's lead.
Kane scored another mid-

way through the second half,
expertly dinking a pass from
Canada wing-back Alphonso
Davies over Augsburg 'keeper
Finn Dahmen to seal the win.

Bayern manager Thomas
Tuchel toasted a "good win, a
clear win, a deserved win" but
said his side still had "real poten-
tial to improve."

Augsburg manager Enrico
Maassen admitted victory was
out of reach for his "unlucky
side" when "we gave away two
goals and went into halftime 2-
0 down."
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Novak Djokovic launches his
quest for a 24th Grand

Slam singles title on Monday as
the US Open gets underway
with the Serb needing only a first
round victory to reclaim the
world number one ranking.

The 36-year-old Serbian
star makes a long-awaited return
to the USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Center after
missing the 2022 tournament
due to his refusal to get vaccinat-
ed. Second seed Djokovic head-
lines the night session on the
23,000-seater Arthur Ashe
Stadium with what should be a
straightforward opener against
France's world number 84
Alexandre Muller.

A victory will guarantee
Djokovic returns to the top of
tennis's global rankings, regard-
less of how the rest of the US

Open fortnight pans out.
Djokovic needs just 20

points to regain the No.1 rank-
ing after defeating current No.1
and defending US Open cham-
pion Carlos Alcaraz in the
Cincinnati Open earlier this
month. Alcaraz, who defeated
Djokovic in a five-set Wimble-
don final classic in July, opens his
US Open campaign on Tuesday.

While most neutrals are
hoping that Alcaraz and Djoko-
vic can progress through to
another blockbuster showdown
in the men's final on September
10, Djokovic says he is looking
no further than Monday's open-
er. "You can't really be thinking
about what happens in three or
four days," Djokovic said on the
eve of the tournament.

"It's also in a way disrespect-
ful to your next opponent if
you're already thinking about
your finals matchup...that kind

of mindset never really res-
onated with me."

History suggests however
that Djokovic's opener on
Monday should be a formality:
the Serb has not lost in the first
round of a Grand Slam since the
2006 Australian Open.

AMERICAN DROUGHT
In other men's matches on

Monday, American 10th seed
Frances Tiafoe and ninth seed
Taylor Fritz open their campaign
dreaming of ending the host
nation's two-decade long wait
for a Grand Slam title.

No American man has won
a Grand Slam singles crown
since Andy Roddick lifted the
2003 US Open.

Tiafoe takes on compatriot
Learner Tien, while Fritz faces
Steve Johnson in another all-
American match-up.

In the women's draw mean-
while, defending champion and
world number one Iga Swiatek
faces Sweden's Rebecca Peterson
in her opener on Arthur Ashe as
she sets out her bid for a fifth
career Grand Slam.

Swiatek went out in the
semi-finals of the lead-in tour-
naments in Montreal and

Cincinnati, but believes she is
better prepared this year than in
2022. "I get more positive vibes,
for sure than before last year's
tournament," she said.

"But being the defending
champion is not easy, so I'm
kind of taking it easy, trying to
do everything step by step."

Elsewhere in the women's
draw on Monday, US teenager
Coco Gauff takes center-stage
with a night game against
German qualifier Laura
Siegemund, looking for a break-
through first major win.

The 19-year-old American
arrives in New York in blister-
ing form after winning titles in
Washington and Cincinnati.

Gauff 's win in Cincinnati —
her first WTA 1000 title — also
included a psychologically use-
ful first ever win over Swiatek,
who she could meet in the
quarter-finals in New York.
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Trent Alexander-Arnold
hailed Liverpool's comeback

from 1-0 down to win 2-1 at
Newcastle with 10 men on
Sunday as one of the Reds best
ever wins under Jurgen Klopp.
Alexander-Arnold was fortunate
to escape a red card after just six
minutes before his mistake allo-
wed Anthony Gordon to open
the scoring for Newcastle.

Virgil van Dijk was then dis-
missed inside the opening half
hour for bringing down Alexan-
der Isak. However, the Magpies
failed to make their man advan-
tage count and were punished
when Darwin Nunez came off
the bench to score twice in the
final nine minutes plus stoppage
time.

"We had to do it the hard
way, the very hard way. But we

all pulled together, dug deep and
delivered something for the
ages," Alexander-Arnold told
Sky Sports. "One of our best per-
formances since the manager
has come in, and we've had some
outstanding performances as a
team. We'll look back on this
game as something very, very
special."

Nunez has struggled to live
up to his club record £85 million
price tag since joining from
Benfica just over a year ago.

The Uruguayan is yet to
start a game this season, but
showed what he is capable of
with his pace to get in behind the
Newcastle defence and two pow-
erful finishes.

"After we went a man down
the team played really well," said
Nunez. "We work really hard for
these moments and I am happy
to score the two goals to help the
team."
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Roberto Mancini was on Sunday
named as the new coach of the Saudi

Arabia national team on a deal reported
to be worth more than $25 million a year
after he controversially quit the Italy job
earlier this month. The Saudis, who beat
eventual champions Argentina at last
year's World Cup in Qatar, have been
without a coach since Herve Renard left

to take charge of France's women's team.
Mancini, 58, led Italy to the Euro

2020 title but failed to qualify for last
year's World Cup.

"I am immensely honoured to be
offered the position as Saudi Arabia
national team manager," said Mancini
who has signed a four-year contract.

"I believe this is a great opportunity
for me, to experience football in a new
country, especially with the growing pop-

ularity of football in Asia."
He added: "The presence of top play-

ers in the Saudi Pro League indicates the
potential for growth in the national foot-
ball scene." Saudi Arabia, the world's
biggest crude oil exporter, has made
waves this summer by buying a host of
players from European clubs for teams in
the Saudi Pro League.

Brazil star Neymar was the latest in
a growing list of big names to be attract-
ed by the huge sums offered by the Saudis
after Cristiano Ronaldo kicked off the
trend by moving to Al-Nassr in January.
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Simone Biles dazzled on floor
exercise Sunday on the way to a

record eighth all-around title at the
US Gymnastics Championships,
another step on a comeback trail
pointing toward the Paris
Olympics.

The four-time Olympic gold
medallist electrified the SAP Center
crowd with a soaring floor routine
that included a rock-solid landing
on her signature Biles I tumbling
pass of double layout with a half-
twist. It was her final event of the
competition and brought ecstatic
fans to their feet, earning a score of
15.400 for a triumphant all-around
total of 118.450 points.

Shi Jones, last year's world
championships all-around silver
medallist, was second, 3.9 points
back.

Biles broke the record for most
all-around titles for a man or
woman, set by Alfred Jochim with
his seventh in 1933 and matched by
Biles in 2021.

Biles had taken control on
Friday with a dazzling version of
her Yurchenko double pike vault
that was awarded 9.8 for execution
and scored a whopping 15.700.
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Norway's Jakob Ingebrigtsen
produced a perfectly-

timed sprint for the line to
retain his world 5,000m title on
Sunday, pipping Spain's
Mohamed Katir to gold.

Ingebrigtsen, who had to
settle for 1500m silver on
Wednesday, this time got it
right in the home straight to
win in 13min 11.30sec while
Katir took silver in 13.11.44.
Kenya's Jacob Krop claimed
bronze in 13:12.28.

"I used my energy a little bit
better than in the 1500m!" said
Ingebrigtsen after his sensation-
al finish, having himself been
outsprinted by Briton Josh Kerr
for gold in the 1500m.

"To win another world title
is great of course. But I was very
tired," he said. "This title means
a lot to me after losing again in
the 1500m. I haven't been at my
best but I had the motivation
and I had great support.

"I knew that if my tactics
were better than my competi-
tors I would have a chance to
win and that's what happened.
It worked out absolutely per-
fectly." Canada's Mohammed
Ahmed led the field off at a
sedate pace in sweltering con-
ditions at a packed National
Athletics Centre in the Hunga-
rian capital.

Race tactics, however, start-

ed soon after as Kenya's Ishm-
ael Rokitto Kipkurui surged,
quickly building up a 50-metre
gap on the pack.

Uganda's Oscar Chelimo,
whose teammate and defend-
ing Olympic champion Joshua
Cheptegei was missing after
picking up a foot injury, tasked
himself with leading the pelo-
ton in pursuit.

The trio of vaunted Ethio-
pians — Berihu Aregawi,
Hagos Gebrhiwet and Yomif
Kejelcha — then took over, suc-
cessfully reeling Kipkurui in
with six laps to go of the 12-
and-a-half lap race.

Gebrhiwet went through
the 3km mark in 8:13.11 as the

field began to string out into
Indian file.

Aregawi took up the lead,
accelerating away with a pack
of eight including Ingebrigtsen.

As the bell for the final 400
metres ran, the Norwegian was
in fourth spot as the runners
jostled for the optimum posi-
tion to attack.

Suddenly Katir bolted into
the lead down the far straight.
Ingebrigtsen moved wide
around the traffic and the pair
hit the home stretch together.

With the eyes of both ath-
letes fixed on the big screen just
beyond the finish line, Katir
gritted his teeth in a bid to hold
on for victory.
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Kenya's Mary Moraa skipped over the line in
joy as she won the women's 800 metres world

title in Budapest on Sunday and ended Athing
Mu's dominance of the event.

The 23-year-old timed a personal best 1min
56.03sec with Britain's Keely Hodgkinson having
to settle for silver like last year, as she finished in
1:56.34.

Mu, the Olympic and defending world cham-
pion who has rarely raced this year, finished third
in 1:56.61.

The tall Mu had led from the start with Moraa
and Hodgkinson keeping tabs on her.

Moraa, though, was the one who was able to
keep with the 21-year-old American phenome-
non, while Hodgkinson decided to drop off the
pace as they heard the bell.

Mu moved up a gear down the back straight
but Moraa would not let go and as they round-
ed the bend she was on her shoulder.

Mu still held the lead but as Hodgkinson made
her charge down the inside it was Moraa on the
outside who got ahead of the American with 30
metres to go.

Hodgkinson also passed Mu but it was too late
for her to get gold.

Moraa had the edge and added the title to the
Commonwealth Games gold she won last year.

She lay on the track for a few seconds before
getting to her feet and dancing in celebration —
and her Kenyan teammates on the training track
did the same.

"I am pleased to get the gold this time and
become the world champion," said Moraa.

"After bronze last year I wanted to improve
and I have. "Everyone in the final was so fast I
knew I would have to have a fast finish.

"I came from a long way behind but I man-
aged to do it."
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Ukraine's Yaroslava Mahuchikh earned her
war-afflicted country its first gold medal of

the World Athletics championships in Budapest
when she won the women's high jump on
Sunday. Mahuchikh, who fled the Russian
bombardment of her native city of Dnipro last
year, managed a best of 2.01m for gold.

Defending champion Eleanor Patterson
took silver with a best of 1.99m on countback
from Australian teammate Nicola Olyslagers.

"I am so proud to win this gold for my coun-
try. I can't wait to go back and show this medal

to my coach," said Mahuchikh.
"I (had) to win this gold for my country and

all Ukrainian people who are still fighting for
peace in Ukraine and for our independence.

"Thanks to them we have this unique pos-
sibility to compete at the international arena and
to raise our flag."

The 21-year-old missed out on gold at last
year's world championships in Eugene, losing to
Patterson on countback, the same result she
achieved in Doha in 2019.

Because of the war, the Ukrainian had to
make a six-day car journey to Belgrade last year
where she added the world indoor high jump
title to those two world silvers and Olympic
bronze she had already collected.

"Silvers from Doha and Eugene definitely
were not enough for me," Mahuchikh said.

"I have been one of the best woman high
jumpers over the last few years and I badly want-
ed to become the best in the world officially.
Before every single one of my jumps tonight I
said to myself that I have to win gold. Only gold.

"Tomorrow we will start the next stage of our
preparation. I am looking forward to get anoth-
er title from the Olympics in Paris."
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Femke Bol produced an aston-
ishing anchor leg for the

Netherlands in the women's
4x400m relay on Sunday to
claim her second gold medal of
the World Athletics Champion-
ships. in Budapest. Bol began the
championships in disastrous
fashion by falling and dropping
the baton as she closed in on the

line in the 4x400m mixed relay.
She went on to totally dom-

inate the 400m hurdles event,
easily taking gold. On Sunday, in
the final event of these champi-
onships and her seventh time on
the track, Bol took the baton well
down in third place for the
fourth and final lap and gradu-
ally made up ground on
Jamaica's Stacey Ann Williams
and Britain's Nicole Yeargin.
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Legendary Sunil Gavaskar on
Monday said India will rise

as a 'sporting country' in the next
10-15 years, while lauding his-
toric achievements of javelin
sensation Neeraj Chopra, chess
prodigy R Praggnanandhaa and
badminton star HS Prannoy.

Chopra on Sunday became
the first-ever Indian to win a
gold medal at the World
Athletics Championships, while
Praggnanandhaa last week cre-
ated history by reaching the
World Cup final at 18 years.

Prannoy defeated the world
No 1 Viktor Axelsen en route to
winning a World
Championships bronze.

"Earlier, you would see only
a few sports would be talked
about, media coverage would
only be for those," the Indian
cricket icon told the media here
after he was revealed as the prin-
cipal advisor of the Midwicket
Stories.

"Now all sports have got an

outlet and exposure and because
of the other sports, we are get-
ting to see the (emergence of)
stars."

The Little Master was brim-
ming with joy as he witnessed
Chopra's triumphant moment of
becoming a world champion in
Budapest.

"I remember when he
(Neeraj Chopra) had won the
Tokyo Olympics gold, the India-
England series was going on... 

"I was watching from
England, and I was prompted to
sing a song 'Mere desh ki dhar-
ti sona ugle...' Yesterday, I expe-
rienced the same feeling," he
said. 

"We had seen Neeraj two
years earlier when he won the
gold medal in the Olympics. Last
year he won a silver medal, but
for him it was important to win
the gold medal and with a long
throw he did it," Gavaskar said. 

"On the other hand, in bad-
minton Worlds, Prannoy
reached the semifinals and he
defeated Viktor Axelsen. If you

see, with the exposure that
Indian sportspersons are get-
ting...

"If you think about America
and Australia as sporting coun-
tries, I feel that in 10-15 years'
time, India will also be called a
sporting country," he added.

The former India captain
said Chopra's historic achieve-
ments will inspire others to
take up javelin. 

"It inspires other (athletes),"
he said. "You would have seen
that in this World Champion-
ship it was not just Neeraj, we
had three throwers in the final. 

"When one athlete does
well it gives encouragement to
others to take up the sport as
well. It was a joyous moment,"
he added. 

Gavaskar also backed Prag-
gnanandhaa to win many acco-
lades in his fledgling career. 

"Praggnanandhaa finished
as the runner-up. He is just 18,
going forward he can win many
titles in the future," Gavaskar
said.
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Rohit Sharma understands the gargan-
tuan pressure that a home World Cup

brings but the Indian captain wants to
insulate himself from the outside chat-
ter as he embarks on an arduous journey
to win the country's first ICC trophy in
a decade.

Shouldering more than a billion
hopes, the 36-year-old India skipper
knows what's at stake in the ODI World
Cup, which starts October 5 with England
taking on New Zealand in Ahmedabad.

"For me, it is important how I keep
myself relaxed and not worry about exter-
nal factors that play a role, whether pos-
itively or not negatively. I want to shut out
everything," Rohit told PTI in an exclu-
sive interview just before joining the Asia
Cup camp in Benglauru.

"I want to get into the phase I was in
before the 2019 World Cup," said Rohit,
who carries an aura of Zen even in the
most tense of situations.

The same calm was visible as he put
across his point of view in an uncompli-
cated manner during the interview, just
like the straight face of his bat when he
hits the bowler's back-drive.

"I was in great frame of mind and
prepared really well for the tourna-
ment," he said referring to the last edi-
tion, where he scored 648 runs with an
unprecedented five hundreds to emerge
as the highest run-getter. "I was in good
shape, good mindset. I want to bring that
back and I have time to do that. Trying
to recollect what were the right things that
I was doing before the 2019 World Cup
as a cricketer and as a person. I want to
revisit that thought-process of mine
personally," the skipper said.

World Cups and the vagaries asso-
ciated with the results can change a lot
of things but for Rohit, one month of
cricket can't make or break the player that
he is. "A person can't change overnight
with his success or failures," he said.

"I don't think one result or one cham-
pionship can change me as a person. I
have not changed as a person in the last
16 years and I don't think anything needs
to change on that front," he said.

"The focus will be on how I can
achieve my goals in the next two months,

for me and my team. A person can't
change in a period of one or two
months." Rohit has won five IPL titles as
Mumbai Indians captain, Asia Cup as
India captain (2018) and led the team to
World Test Championship final as recent-
ly as June this year.

Do you ever think about your lega-
cy in Indian cricket after being around
for 16 years?

"No," pat came the reply. "I am not
the person who thinks about what kind
of legacy I will leave behind. My legacy
will be for people to judge and talk about.
Not for me to say."

He has 30 ODI hundreds, second
only to Virat Kohli's 46. Add 10 Test hun-
dreds and four T20I tons. A total of
17,000 plus international runs aren't bad
numbers.

"I am not a firm believer in numbers.
You should be happy and enjoy the time
you have in-front of you, and try to live
in that kind of moment. I am thinking
about what gives me happiness," he
added.

"For me, it's all about creating mem-
ories and creating a good rapport with
my teammates. Be happy in whatever you
get and whatever you have."

����� (
�
�
��8�7
�9

Skipper Navjot Kaur slammed
a hat-trick as India continued

their impressive run at the Wo-
men's Asian Hockey 5s World
Cup Qualifier and defeated
Malaysia 9-5 to enter the final of
the tournament here on Monday
and also qualify for next year's
World Cup. Navjot (7th, 10th,
17th minutes) struck a hat-
trick while Mariana Kujur (9th,
12th) and Jyoti (21th, 26th)
scored twice each. Monika Dipi
Toppo (22nd) and Mahima
Choudhary (14th) were the
other goal scorers for India.

For Malaysia, Zati Muha-

mad (4th, 5th), Dian Nazeri
(10th, 20th) and Aziz Zafirah
(16th) found the net.

The inaugural edition of the
Hockey 5s World Cup will be
held in Muscat from January 24
to 27 next year.

Even though India started
the match on an aggressive
note, it was Malaysia, who took
the lead through Muhamad.

A minute later, Malaysia
doubled their lead as Muhamad
was on the score-sheet again,
scoring a fine field goal. India,
however, pulled one back
through Navjot's strike two
minutes later.

In-form Kujur then scored

for India to level the scores.
With both the teams con-

stantly creating threatening
attacks, Malaysia took the lead
through Nazeri.

India immediately counter-

attacked and scored two goals in
quick time to take the lead.

Navjot and Kujur scored the
third and fourth goals for India.

With a minute remaining in
the first half, India extended

their lead through Choudhary.
At the end of the first half,

India were leading Malaysia by
5-3. Both the teams came out fir-
ing in the second half, making
some threatening moves.

But it was Malaysia who first
got on the score-sheet through
Zafirah. India added three more
goals to their tally through
Navjot, Jyoti and Toppo to make
it 8-5 in their favour.

With four minutes remain-
ing, Jyoti scored the ninth goal
for India. India will play the win-
ner of the second semifinal
between Thailand and Indonesia
in the final of the tournament
later on Monday night.
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Cricket legend Sachin
Tendulkar led the sport-
ing fraternity in applaud-

ing country's star javelin throw-
er Neeraj Chopra's gold medal-
winning feat at the World
Athletics Championships in
Budapest, terming his achieve-
ment as "historic milestone for
Indian sports".

Chopra on Sunday became
the first Indian to win a gold
medal in the World Champion-
ships with a big throw of
88.17m. A World Champion-
ships gold was the only missing
trophy in his decorated cabinet.

Besides the Tokyo Olym-
pics gold, he has won the yellow
metal in the Asian Games
(2018) and Commonwealth
Games (2018). He has also
won four individual Diamond
League Meeting titles (two each
in 2022 and 2023) apart from
Diamond League champion's
trophy last year. He also became
junior world champion in 2016
and won the Asian Champion-
ships title in 2017.

"India's first-ever gold at the
#WorldAthleticsChampionship
s. It's a historic milestone for
Indian sports. May your hard
work keep shining in every
tournament you represent,"
Tendulkar wrote on 'X', former-
ly twitter. Former India coach
Ravi Shastri termed Chopra as
a big occasion athlete.

"A remarkable athlete. A

true Champion who saves his
best for the biggest occasions
time after time. Take a bow.
#NeerajChopra."

VVS Laxman also took to
'X' to congratulate Chopra.
"And another Gold! Many con-
gratulations to Neeraj Chopra
for winning the #GoldMedal in
Men's #Javelin at World Athle-
tics Championship with a throw

of 88.17 meters," he wrote.
Virender Sehwag was at his

wittiest best while hailing the
young athlete's achievement.

"Fenkon toh aise fenko ki
chaar log bole Kya fekta hai yaar.
88.17 mtr door Bhaala phenka
and a World Athletics Cham-
pionship Gold for our Cham-
pion #NeerajChopra . The mega
run continues."

Not just the cricketing fra-
ternity, India's first individual
Olympic golde medallist Abhi-
nav Bindra and Tokyo Games
silver medallist weightlifter
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu also
congratulated Chopra on his
tremendous accomplishment.

"Immense pride watching
Neeraj Chopra soar to victory
at the World Championships in

Budapest! Your dedication and
hard work are an inspiration to
all. Congratulations, World
Champion @Neeraj_chopra1 !
India shines brighter with stars
like you," the Olympic medal-
list shooter wrote.

Chanu added: "Congratula-
tions @Neeraj_chopra1! What
a remarkable achievement So
proud of you."

��,!'�$#�#* '(#��43�2 '=�����, ���������
���#�#
�8������

��������
����%"666�������

���*��$4��+$%!�+���%;!
+��-#��$ ��&*�(�"$"-�

&��-#3��4�!##������4*3�
%�%���!*�����'�"��3��5��"

/���,#����,�!�)����*��!���#��
��������*��)#���#����#��������#�#��


