
Death for mob lynching: Shah 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has said that India’s

commitment is to the rule of
law, and if someone provides
information, the government
would look into it. These
remarks mark his first com-
ments on the US allegations
relating to an Indian link
over a foiled plot targeting
Sikh separatist Gurpatwant
Singh Pannu.
Making this assertion in an
interview with The Financial
Times, Prime Minister Modi
also mentioned that ties
between India and the US are
robust, and there is strong
bipartisan support for
strengthening relations
between the two nations. He
further said that it is not
appropriate to link a few inci-
dents with diplomatic ties.
Modi said, “If someone gives
us any information, we would
definitely look into it.” He also
emphasised, “If a citizen of
ours has done anything good
or bad, we are ready to look
into it. Our commitment is to
the rule of law.”
These observations from the
Prime Minister come in the
backdrop of US federal pros-
ecutors charging that one
Nikhil Gupta was working
with an Indian government
employee in the foiled plot to
kill Sikh separatist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun,
who holds dual citizenship of
the US and Canada. 

India has already constituted
a probe committee to inves-
tigate the allegations.
In the interview, Modi
expressed India was “deeply
concerned about the activities
of certain extremist groups
based overseas.” 
He emphasised, “These ele-
ments, under the guise of free-
dom of expression, have
engaged in intimidation and
incited violence.”
At the same time, Modi 
stated, “There is strong bipar-
tisan support for the strength-
ening of this relationship,
which is a clear indicator of a
mature and stable partner-
ship... Security and counter-
terrorism cooperation have
been key components of our
partnership,” Modi stated. 
“I don’t think it is appropriate
to link a few incidents with
diplomatic relations between
the two countries,” said the
Prime Minister.
India-US ties have experi-
enced significant progress in
various areas, including
defence, trade, investment,

critical technology, energy,
and climate change. 
Modi emphasised, “We need
to accept the fact that we are
living in the era of multilat-
eralism. The world is inter-
connected and interdepen-
dent. This reality compels us
to recognise that absolute
agreement on all matters can-
not be a prerequisite for col-
laboration.”
Both sides are currently work-
ing on an ambitious roadmap
for Indo-US collaboration in
seven specific high-technolo-
gy areas, including semicon-
ductors, next-generation
telecommunication, artificial
intelligence, and defense
under the “Initiative on
Critical and Emerging
Technologies (iCET)”.
Modi visited Washington in
June, bringing new momen-
tum to ties between the two
sides. US President Joe Biden
visited India in September for
the G20 summit, during
which he had extensive talks
with Modi to further expand
bilateral ties.
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There is more trouble for
jailed Bengal Forest

Minister Jyoti Priya Mallick
after Enforcement Directorate
recovered �10 crore worth
bank fixed deposit
certificates, scores of property
documents, and at least 600
blank stamp papers,
according to agency sources
on Wednesday.
Meanwhile, the ED
summoned Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister Tejashwi
Yadav and his father and RJD
chief Lalu Prasad for
questioning in the Railways
land-for-jobs money
laundering case probe, official
sources said on Wednesday. 
While Tejashwi (34) has been
asked to depose before the
federal probe agency at its
office in Delhi on December
22, Prasad (75) has been
asked to appear next week on
December 27 to record their
statements under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
The ED had previously
questioned Tejashwi for about
eight hours in this case on
April 11, but this is the first
time it has summoned Prasad
for joining the probe. 
The summons comes
following the questioning of
an alleged “close associate” of
the Lalu family, Amit Katyal,
who was arrested by the ED in
November. 
The alleged scam pertains to
the period when Prasad was

the Railway Minister in the
UPA-1 Government.
Mallick was Bengal Food and
Civil Supplies Minister for
more than ten years in a row
before he was transferred to
the Forest Department in
2021 by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. 
The ED officials conducted
raids inside Mallick’s Forest
Ministry office at Aranya
Bhavan and found FD
certificates and other
documents hidden at various
places inside his personal
enclosure. 
Though it is not clear whether
the recovered documents had
any connection with Forest
Department officials, they did
not rule out the possibility,
stating that they were
investigating all angles.
A close confidant of the
Chief Minister, Mallick, a
former organisational in-
charge of Trinamool
Congress’ North 24 Parganas
district — that elects 5 MPs
and about 35 MLAs — was a
few months ago arrested for

his alleged role in the multi-
crore ration-distribution
scam that also saw Bakibur
Rehman, a miller, going to
jail for his role in the multi-
crore scam. 
The PDS scam saw thousands
of tons of subsidised food
grains meant for poorer
people being channeled to the
open market and even
allegedly getting smuggled
out to neighbouring
Bangladesh. According to
sources, the ED raids also had
a connection with a
preliminary probe last month
regarding alleged tendering
irregularities in the Zoo
Directorate of West Bengal. 
has also started enquiring into
the detailed project reports
(DPRs) of the Directorate for
which tenders were floated.
There are allegations that the
outsourced agencies, which
prepared the DPRs for the
Directorate, also participated
in the tender process with
different identities, which was
a clear violation of norms as
specified in the process. 

The ED was also trying to
find out whether there were
any connections between the
Forest Department and the
complaints of large-scale
denudation of the Mangrove
Forests along the Sundarbans
in North and South 24
Parganas. In recent years,
voices were being raised
regarding large-scale cutting
of Mangrove forests and
conversion of forest lands into
fisheries presently controlled
by local politicians, mostly
alleged “henchmen of a
particular minister”.
Incidentally, the Chief
Minister had earlier strongly
raised her voice against the
BJP Government for “playing
vendetta politics against
TMC”, which was manifest
from the arrest of senior
Trinamool politicians like
Mallick.
Meanwhile, in a parallel
development, the Income Tax
Department on Wednesday
conducted raids at the
business premises of
C o n g re s s - M L A- t u r n e d -
TMC-legislator Byron Biswas.
The raids were conducted at
Biswas’ bidi factories,
hospitals, and other business
facilities in Murshidabad
district, sources said, adding
that a large number of
documents had been
recovered from inside the
premises. Some cash could
also have been recovered, as
the latest reports said
currency note counting
machines were taken inside
the raided premises.
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The Centre on Wednesday
passed a new Criminal

Bill in the Lok Sabha,
introducing provisions for the
death penalty for those
committing the crime of mob
lynching. While announcing
the punishment for mob
lynching, Home Minister
Amit Shah questioned the
previous Congress
governments, asking why
they had not included mob
lynching in the laws during
their 58 years of ruling the
country.
“You used the term mob
lynching to criticise us (BJP),
but then you forgot about it
once you came into power,”
the Home Minister said in his
response to the members,
including the Opposition,
during the discussion on The
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.
The Lok Sabha passed three
key Bills to overhaul the
criminal justice system, with
Home Minister Amit Shah
asserting that the focus is on
delivering speedy justice
rather than merely handing
down punishment.
The Bills were initially
introduced during the
Monsoon Session of
Parliament in August. After
the standing committee on
home affairs made several
recommendations, the

government decided to
withdraw the Bills and
introduced their redrafted
versions last week.
While The Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita will replace the
Indian Penal Code of 1860,
the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita will replace
the CrPC of 1973, and the
Bharatiya Sakshya Bill will
replace the Indian Evidence
Act of 1872.
Shah criticised the Congress
and responded to a question
once asked by former Home

Minister and Congress leader
P Chidambaram. “Once I was
listening to Chidambaram’s
speech. He had said it is a test
for the home minister that if
he brings a new law, then
what will he do with (the
issue) of mob lynching?” 
Responding to this in the
lower House, Shah stated that
Chidambaram has neither
understood the BJP nor its
principles. “Our party has
only one ideology, and that is
the development of the
nation,” Shah said.

Continuing his attack on the
Opposition, Amit Shah took a
dig at “those who said the BJP
doesn’t understand.” 
“I told them if ones heart is
Indian, you will understand
the laws. If it is Italian, you
won’t,” the Home Minister
quipped.
The Union Home Minister’s
statement came as 143 MPs,
including 97 from the lower
house, have been suspended
from Parliament during the
last four days of sitting in
both the Rajya Sabha and the

Lok Sabha during the ongoing
Winter Session as they
insisted on a statement from
the Home Minister over the
Parliament breach incident
last week.
Replying to the debate, Shah
said the three Bills also have a
clear definition of terrorism
and scrap sedition as a crime
while introducing a new
section titled “offences against
the State.”
Members of Congress, DMK,
TMC, and other Opposition
parties were not present
during the debate. While
many Opposition parties have
been critical of the Bills that
seek to replace IPC, CrPC,
and Evidence Act, only a
handful of non-NDA
members, including
Hyderabad MP and AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi, MPs
of the Biju Janata Dal, and
Bahujan Samaj, were present
in the House.
“I am astonished at how some
people defend and save the
lives of terrorists in the name
of ‘human rights.’ Remember,
this is neither the rule of the
Britishers nor of Congress.
This is Modi’s rule. No
arguments to save terrorists
will be entertained here,”
Shah said, adding that the
Modi Government has
explicitly brought ‘terrorism’
under the purview of the
criminal justice system.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after he attended
the Opposition INDIA

alliance meeting, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday left
for a 10-day Vipassana med-
itation retreat, and is likely
to skip the ED summons
sent to him.
The Enforcement
Directorate on Monday
issued fresh summons to
Kejirwal for questioning
on December 21  in the
excise policy-linked money
laundering case.  Kejriwal
was first called by the ED
to appear on November 2,
but skipped the summons
alleging that the notice was
“vague, motivated and
unsustainable in law”.
Kejriwal was scheduled to
leave for the Vipassana
course on Tuesday but
could not do so as he was
busy with the INDIA bloc
meeting, officials said. He
left around 1.30 pm on
Wednesday for the pre-
scheduled meditation
course, they added. The
pre-scheduled Vipassana
programme will continue
until December 30.
According to sources,
Kejriwal would remain in
the camp in Anandgarh
village of Punjab’s
Hoshiarpur district till
December 30 and remain
completely cut off from his
political life.
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The Sports Ministry on
Wednesday put its stamp

on the nominations for the
annual sports awards, con-
firming the prestigious Khel
Ratna honour for badminton
players Satwik Sairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
and the Arjuna award for 26
sports persons, including pacer
Mohammed Shami.
The awards will be conferred
on the athletes by President
Droupadi Murmu at the

Rashtrapati Bhavan on
January 9.
Chirag and Satwik are Asian
Games gold medallists, World
Championships bronze
winners and Commonwealth
Games silver medallists.
On the other hand, Shami, 33,
had a spectacular run in the
ODI World Cup, where India
finished second-best, losing
to Australia in the final.
Shami was the leading wicket-
taker in the World Cup, with
24 wickets to his name in
seven outings.

The athletes selected for this
year’s Arjuna award include
hockey players Krishan
Bahadur Pathak and Sushila
Chanu, archers Ojas Pravin
Deotale and Aditi Gopichand
Swami, boxer Mohammad
Hussamuddin, chess player R
Vaishali, golfer Diksha Dagar,
shooters Aishwary Pratap
Singh Tomar and Esha 
Singh, wrestlers Antim
Panghal and Sunil Kumar,
paddler Ayhika Mukherjee
and para archer Sheetal Devi,
among others.

The athletes were nominated
for the awards by a
government panel on
December 13.
The ministry also cleared five
coaches for Dronacharya
award in the regular category
and three in life-time
category. 
The Dyan Chand award in the
life-time category will be
conferred to three persons.
Guru Nanak Dev University,
Amritsar is the recipient of
the Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad (MAKA) Trophy 2023,

while Lovely Professional
University, Punjab and
Kurukshetra University,
Kurukshetra are the first and
second runner-ups. 
National Sports Awards are
given every year to recognise
and reward excellence in
sports.
List of National Sports Award
winners: Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award for 2023:
Chirag Shetty and Satwik
Sairaj Rankireddy
(badminton). 
Arjuna Awards for 2023: Ojas

Pravin Deotale (archery),
Aditi Gopichand Swami
(archery), Murali Sreeshankar
(athletics), Parul Chaudhary
(athletics), Mohameed
Hussamuddin (boxing), R
Vaishali (chess), Mohammed
Shami (cricket), Anush
Agarwalla (equestrian),
Divyakriti Singh (equestrian
dressage), Diksha Dagar
(golf), Krishan Bahadur
Pathak (hockey), Sushila
Chanu (hockey), Pawan
Kumar (kabaddi).

Continued on Page 2
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Ahuge political row unfold-
ed on Wednesday after

Trinamool Congress leader
Kalyan Banerjee derisively
mimicked Vice President of
India Jagdeep Dhankhar dur-
ing the Opposition’s protest on
the stairs of Parliament on
Tuesday against the suspension
of MPs. This action drew
strong condemnation from
President Droupadi Murmu,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and members of the
ruling BJP.
As Dhankhar, who is also the
Rajya Sabha Chairperson,
declared that he would not tol-
erate any insult to Parliament
or the post of Vice President,
the TMC MP at the centre of
the storm said that he did not
intend to hurt anyone with his
actions in the Parliament com-
plex on Tuesday. In contrast, Jat
Mahasangh volunteers held a
protest march near the
Congress headquarters against
the “mocking” of Dhankhar.

Meanwhile, the Lok Sabha
on Wednesday suspended two
more Opposition MPs for dis-
playing placards in the House.
Thomas Chazhikadan of the
Kerala Congress (Mani) and A
M Ariff of the CPI(M) were
suspended for misconduct after
a resolution, moved by
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi, was adopted by
the House. This brings the
total number of suspended
MPs in the Lok Sabha to 97. So
far, 143 Opposition MPs have

been suspended from the two
Houses of Parliament.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee backed her
party MP, while the Congress
criticised what it termed the
government’s “desperate
attempt” to divert attention
from the unprecedented
suspension of over 140 MPs
by raising the matter.
Attacking Opposition parties
over the “mimicry” incident,
BJP chief JP Nadda alleged
that their elected
representatives were acting as
“clowns” and took a swipe at
Rahul Gandhi, suggesting he
could apply for a job as a
cameraman in the studio of
BJP MP Ravi Kishan.
Murmu took to social media
expressing her dismay at the
manner in which the vice
president was humiliated in
the Parliament complex.
“Elected representatives must
be free to express themselves,
but their expression should be
within the norms of dignity
and courtesy. That has been
the parliamentary tradition
we are proud of, and the
people of India expect them
to uphold it,” Murmu said.
Responding to the president’s

post, the Rajya Sabha
chairperson thanked
Murmu for her kind words
and the timely reminder
that basic courtesy must
always remain. “I am
committed to upholding
constitutional principles
until my last breath. No
insults can prevent me from
doing so,” Dhankhar

responded to Murmu.
“I received a telephone call
from the Prime Minister. He
expressed great concern over
the abject theatrics of some
Honourable MPs, and that
too in the sacred Parliament
complex on Tuesday,” stated a
social media post from the
Vice President’s secretariat.
“He (PM) told me that he
(Modi) has been at the
receiving end of such insults
for twenty years and
counting, but the fact that it
could happen to a
Constitutional office like the
Vice President and that too in
Parliament was unfortunate,”
Dhankhar was quoted as
saying in the post. He also
expressed his anguish in the
House. Dhankhar said the act
of mimicking him and its
videography caused an
“insult” to the honour of the
post of the vice president, the
farmers, and his community.
Congress president and Rajya
Sabha Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge took
offense at Dhankhar
describing the mimicry as an
insult to his background as a
farmer and ‘Jat’ (his caste). 

Continued on Page 2
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The Bengal BJP on
Wednesday said Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had literally
produced nothing as “the Chief
Minister did not want the
meeting to be meaningful …
she only wants to send a polit-
ical message which she has
been able to do.”
Even as the Chief Minister
told media men in Delhi that
she had requested the Prime
Minister to get her
Government clear the held up
central funds — on account
MNREGA and PM Housing
projects — and said that soon
the central and the State offi-
cers would meet to find out
solution to the problem the BJP
leaders in Bengal said there was
little hope of funds coming
until the State accounted for the
previous funds.
“The Chief Minister is a big
drama baaz (actor) … she is
doing drama in Delhi by meet-
ing the Prime Minister for
central funds and here she is
depriving the constituencies
where the people have voted for

the BJP,” Adhikari who on
Wednesday suddenly barged
into the State secretariat
Nabanna and stage a short
dharna outside the office of
Chief Secretary said.
“The State is depriving the
people of Bengal from Central
schemes like Viswakarma
Yojna, Ayushman Bharat and
many other such schemes …
first she should get these
schemes implemented before
asking for Central funds,”
Adhikari said.
State BJP spokesperson Samik
Bhattacharya said “Mamata
Banerjee wanted to send a
message to a section of people
by making a publicity of her
meeting with the Prime
Minister … if she really want-
ed a productive outcome then

she should have taken her offi-
cers … instead of this she took
some MPs and Ministers with
her … this was done to send a
message to her voters … she
knew she was not going to get
anything … she only tried to
play to the voters’ gallery which
she always does before the
elections.”
The Chief Minister has been
alleging that the Centre in
pursuance of its vindictive pol-
itics had not been clearing
more than Rs 1.15 lakh crore of
the State. The Centre had with-
held Rs 7,000 crore only on
account of MNREGA and
PMRY funds, the TMC
claimed his, whereas the BJP
and the Centre holds the State
guilty of not accounting for the
previous funds.
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In a development which may
have consequences, the advo-

cate husband of a sitting
Calcutta High Court Judge has
complained that the officials of
the Criminal Investigation
Department were in the pretext
of quizzing him in a particular
case putting pressure on him to
make adverse statements
against his wife, the said Judge.
The Judge is presently adjudi-
cating a number of sensitive
cases including the one related
to the school recruitment scam
where much to the chagrin of
parties concerned she has
ordered the Enforcement
Directorate to thoroughly
investigate the property details
of Trinamool Congress gener-
al secretary Abhishek Banerjee.
The Judge recently in an obiter
dicta (passing reference)
recently said — after evaluating
the 6,000-page document sub-
mitted by Banerjee’s lawyers to
the ED for inspection — that
there could be a prima facie
coincidence between the
increase in his assets and the
beginning of the recruitment
scam. 
Both of which apparently start-
ed from the year 2014.
The ruling party has often
used intemperate languages
against a number of High
Court judges including the
present Judge leading to a lot of
controversy.
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The Public Relations Society
Delhi (PRSD) elected com-

munications and PR veteran Dr
Sarvesh Tiwari, as the
Chairman of PRSD. He took
over SS Rao, Chief General
Manager, Power Finance
Corporation (PFC).
While Vipin Kharbanda, Vice
President of Marketing at
Divya Himachal Media Group,
assumed the role of Vice
Chairman, Rama Vijay, former
General Manager
(Communications) at REC,
appointed as Treasurer. Sanchit
Sharma, Director of Critiquic
Communications was been
elected as the Joint Secretary in
its annual general body meet-
ing held at Press Club of India

on December 17.
The Public Relations Society
Delhi (PRSD) serves as a uni-
fying platform for profession-
als across various spectrums,
including Media, Corporate
Communication, Corporate
Affairs, and individuals asso-
ciated with CPSUs,
Government, Public and
Private Sectors, Multinationals,
Media Educators, and Veterans
of the PR Profession.
Tiwari is the founder and
Managing Director of PR
Professionals and was engulfed
in controversy recently after
Australia’s former Minister of
Defense and Home Affairs and
current Leader of the
Opposition Peter Dutton has
been alleged to use the services
of Gurugram based PR

Professionals.
Dutton’s visit to India, became
a contentious issue in the
Australian Parliament follow-
ing accusations by Patrick
Gorman, Assistant Minister to
the Prime Minister of Australia
and Assistant Minister for the
Public Service.
In his speech in the Australian
parliament, Gorman named
the Gurugram based firm - PR
Professionals- which he
accused Dutton for entrusting
the task to craft a tailored nar-
rative and manipulate public
perception about the shadow
Australian prime minister.
Tiwari is also handling the
public relations activities of
Trump Towers, besides sever-
al other Central, State govern-
ment agencies and PSUs.  
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To cash in on the increasing
awareness on health and

fitness among millennials, the
All India Institute of Ayurveda
(AIIA) and Andrew Yule & Co.
Ltd. (AYCL), a sole public-sec-
tor enterprise of the
Government in the tea industry,
has joined hands for modifica-
tion in composition of various
teas to enhance health benefits.
“This will help to establish a
wellness range of teas in health
and wellness centers. The col-
laboration will help in building
the entrepreneurship and boost
startup ecosystem,” said Prof.
(Dr) Tanuja Nesari, Director
AIIA at an event here after
signing the pact.
On the occasion, Union Ayush

Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
also released a postal stamp on
the 1st anniversary of AIIA
Goa in the presence of Dr
Munjapara Mahendrabhai,
Minister of State Ministry of
Ayush and Rajesh Kotecha,
Secretary, Ministry of Ayush. At
the event RS Manku , CMD,
Andrew Yule,  AIIA Goa Dean
Prof (Dr) Sujata Kadam among
others were present.
Calling the pact between the
AIIA and Andrew Yule & Co
Ltd yet another reflection of
growing demand for ayurveda
products in domestic and
abroad markets, Kotecha said
that the aim is to add value to the
tea products being produced by
the PSU by conducting research-
es and strengthen its presence in
the wellness market.
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The Lok Sabha on
Wednesday suspended two

more Opposition MPs for
showing placards in the House.
Thomas Chazhikadan of the
Kerala Congress (Mani) and A
M Ariff of the CPI(M) were
suspended for misconduct after
a resolution moved by
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi was adopted by

the House. This takes the num-
ber of suspended MPs in the
Lok Sabha to 97. So far 143
opposition MPs have been sus-
pended from the two Houses of
Parliament.
MPs of the opposition INDIA
bloc will hold a protest at
Jantar Mantar on Thursday
against the suspension of more
than 140 opposition parlia-
mentarians and stage a “mock
Parliament”. A meeting was

held at Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s chamber
in the Parliament complex to
finalise the programme.
All suspended MPs will join the
protest at Jantar Mantar,
sources said. They will also
hold a “mock Parliament”.
Rashtriya Janata Dal MP Manoj
Jha is likely to be the speaker
for the mock proceedings.
More than 140 opposition MPs
have been suspended from the

Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
since last week for disrupting
proceedings. Opposition MPs
have been demanding a dis-
cussion on the Parliament secu-
rity breach and a statement by
Home Minister Amit Shah on
the issue.
They have also sought action
against the BJP MP who autho-
rised the visitor pass for at least
one of the culprits who jumped
in the Lok Sabha gallery on

December 13.
Slamming the government over
the suspension of over 140
MPs, one of the suspended
Congress MP in Lok Sabha
Shashi Tharoor claimed that a
“dubious record” had been cre-
ated as in no country had so
many lawmakers been sus-
pended together and alleged
that parliamentary democracy
has been “betrayed and
reduced to a travesty”
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A52-year-old man allegedly
beheaded his wife over

delay in morning tea in
Fazalgarh village of this district,
police said on Wednesday.
The incident took place on
Tuesday when Dharamvir Jatav,
who hailed from Kalanjari vil-
lage of Meerut district, behead-
ed his 50-year-old wife Sundri
with a sword, they said.
An FIR has been registered in
this regard following a com-
plaint lodged by the victim’s son
in Ghaziabad’s Bhojpur police
station, police said.
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Rural, Vivek Chandra
Yadav, said that the victim was
residing with her family in

Fazalgarh village under the
Bhojpur police station area. 
Her body has been sent for
post-mortem, added Yadav.
The victim’s son named Soldier
in his complaint said that his
mother was killed by his father
for not preparing early tea.
He added that his father abused
his mother in anger, brought a
sword from inside the house
and slit her throat.
The accused, who is a vegetable
vendor, assaulted his wife’s body

several times with the sword
after killing her, according to
the FIR.
The victim’s son said that his
father had arguments with his
mother over consumption of
liquor.
“I and my two sisters tried to
save our mother, but my father
threatened to kill us. That is
why we left the place. My father
Dharamvir while f leeing
towards the sugarcane crop
fields was brandishing the
sword so that nobody could
catch hold of him,” Soldier
said. 
Police have recovered the sword
used in the crime and the
accused has been sent to jail
after being produced before a
court. 
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From page 1
“We have changed the
definition of Sedition from
‘Rajdroh’ (offences against the
government) to ‘Deshdroh’
(offences against the Nation),”
he said, noting that IPC Section
124, or the Sedition Law, has
been repealed.
“The purpose of the new law is
not to save the government but
to save the country. In a healthy

democracy, everyone has the
right to criticise the
government, but we will not
allow anyone to say anything
demeaning about India,” Shah
said.
“The sedition law, made by the
British, under which Tilak,
Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar
Patel... Many of our freedom
fighters remained in jail for
years, and that law continues
till date. When they were in
opposition, they used to
protest, but when they came to
power, they misused it. For the
first time, the Modi

government completely
abolished the sedition law,” he
said.
Shah said the first duty of the
state is justice. “Judiciary,
Executive, and Legislature are
the three pillars of democracy.
The makers of our
Constitution divided the work
among these three to give
strong administration to the
country. Today, for the first
time, these three together will
give the country a justice-
centric criminal system and not
a punishment-centric one,” he
said.

“For the first time, laws are
going to be made according to
the spirit of our Constitution
under the leadership of Modi.
The new laws are framed by
keeping in mind the core values
of our Constitution - individual
freedom, human rights, and
equal treatment for all,” Shah
said.
Replying to the debate, which
started on Tuesday and
continued on Wednesday, Shah
said three major amendments
have been brought in the bills,
including giving relief to
medical professionals who

sometimes face intimidation
from the kin of patients.
Participating in the debate,
Owaisi alleged that the new
criminal bills are a threat to the
civil liberties and rights of the
people as they give sweeping
powers to the police to act as
“judge, jury, and executor.” He
said several provisions
incorporated in the BNS were
“very dangerous.”
Speaking in the same vein,
former NDA ally Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) leader
Harsimrat Kaur Badal said
such important bills should not

be passed in such a way.
On the criminal justice system,
the home minister said the
timeline has been the biggest
barrier to securing justice in
the country. “Justice is not
delivered timely.... Tarikh pe
tarikh milti hain (prolonged
trial) ... Everyone keeps shifting
the blame on each other,” he
said.
Shah added that now an FIR
will have to be filed within
three days of receiving the
complaint, and the preliminary
inquiry will have to be finished
within 14 days.

From page 1
Ritu Negi (kabaddi), Nasreen
(kho-kho),  Pinki  ( lawn
bowls), Aishwary Pratap
Singh Tomar (shooting), Esha
Singh (shooting), Harinder
Pal Singh Sandhu (squash),
Ayhika Mukherjee (table ten-
nis), Sunil Kumar (wrestling),
Antim (wrestling), Naorem
Roshibina Devi (wushu),
Sheetal Devi (para archery),
Illuri Ajay Kumar Reddy
(blind cricket), Prachi Yadav
(para canoeing). 
Dronacharya Award (regular
category)for outstanding
coaches:  Lalit  Kumar
(wrest l ing),  RB Ramesh
(chess), Mahaveer Prasad
Saini  (para athletics) ,
Shivendra Singh (hockey),
Ganesh Prabhakar
Devrukhkar (mallakhamb).
Dronacharya Award (life-time
category)for outstanding
coaches:  Jaskirat  Singh
Grewal (golf), Bhaskaran E
(kabaddi), Jayanta Kumar
Pushilal (table tennis).  
Dhyan Chand Award for life-
time achievement: Manjusha
Kanwar (badminton), Vineet
Kumar Sharma (hockey),
Kavitha Selvaraj (kabaddi). 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
(MAKA) Trophy 2023: Guru
Nanak Dev University,
Amritsar (overall winner uni-
versity); Lovely Professional
University, Punjab (1st runner
-up), Kurukshetra University,
Kurukshetra (2nd runner-
up). 

From page 1
“I am not allowed to speak in
Rajya Sabha often. Should I say
it is because I am a Dalit?” he
said.
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
also met Dhankhar to express
his concern. “It is shocking

that one MP chose to amplify
this ignoble act by video
graphing. This is a new low,
and no one believing in
democracy will ever
appreciate it,” he said.
Expressing his solidarity with
his successor, former vice
president M Venkaiah Naidu
said the offices of the
President, Vice President, and
Speaker are constitutional
offices whose dignity and

decorum must never be
lowered.
Ruling party members,
including ministers Nirmala
Sitharaman, Piyush Goyal,
and Nitin Gadkari, expressed
their solidarity with
Dhankhar by participating in
Question Hour proceedings
in the Rajya Sabha but
remaining standing for about
10 minutes.
Congress chief spokesman

Jairam Ramesh criticised the
prime minister for the
criticism over the mimicry
issue and alleged that
Narendra Modi, while bidding
farewell to Hamid Ansari, who
was retiring as vice president
and chairman of Rajya Sabha
after a long 10-year tenure,
mocked Ansari, reducing his
identity to his religion.
Banerjee mimicked
Dhankhar during the

opposition’s protest on the
stairs of Parliament against
the suspension of the MPs.
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi was seen making a
video of the act. According to
Banerjee, it was done
“casually” and not to
disrespect the vice president.
“We respect everyone,”
Banerjee, who was in the
Parliament complex to meet
the prime minister, said.

Death for mob
lynching: Shah
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Ministry of Defence on
Wednesday signed a con-

tract with Mazagon Dockyard
Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL),
Mumbai for the procurement
of six Next Generation
Offshore Patrol Vessels
(NGOPVS) for the Indian
Coast Guard (ICG). The con-
tract was made under the Buy
(Indian-IDDM) category at a
total cost of Rs1614.89 Crore.
Giving details here, officials

said out of the six vessels
being procured, four would
replace the existing aging
OPVs and the other two would
augment the ICG fleet.
The acquisition of these major
ICG platforms is aimed to
boost the ICG’s capability and
reinforces the increased focus
of the government towards
maritime security. These mod-
ern and high-tech Ships will
play a critical role in enhanc-
ing surveillance, Law enforce-

ment, Search and Rescue,
Maritime Pollution Response,
and other important capabili-
ties including humanitarian
assistance by the ICG.
Along with several high-tech
advanced features and equip-
ment, these 115m OPVS would
be equipped with
Multipurpose Drones, AI capa-
bility, and Wirelessly
Controlled Remote Water
Rescue Craft Lifebuoy, etc.
enabling greater flexibility and
operational edge to the ICG to
face new age multidimension-
al challenges.
These Multi-role State-of-the-
Art vessels will be indige-
nously designed, developed,
and manufactured by MDL,
Mumbai, and will be delivered
in a total period of 66 months.
The contract achieves the
objectives of ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat’ to boost the nation’s
indigenous shipbuilding capa-
bility, bolstering maritime eco-
nomic activities and fostering
the growth of ancillary indus-
tries, especially the MSME
sector. The project will also
generate employment oppor-
tunities and expertise devel-
opment in the country.
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Congress Parliamentary
Party Chairperson Sonia

Gandhi on Wednesday accused
the government of “strangulat-
ing democracy” by suspending
MPs over a legitimate demand
and said the Congress has its
task cut out for next year’s gen-
eral elections both as a party
and as INDIA bloc member.
Noting that the assembly elec-
tion results being very disap-
pointing is an understatement,
the Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson urged party
MPs to channel their disap-
pointment into positivity for
next year’s general elections.
This was the first time that
Sonia Gandhi spoke on the
recent assembly poll results.
Addressing party MPs at a
meeting of the Congress
Parliamentary Party in the
Central Hall of Parliament,
Gandhi said, “To say that the
assembly election results in
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan have been very
disappointing for our party is
an understatement.” “The
Congress president has already
had a first round of reviews to
understand the reasons for our
poor performance and to draw
the needed lessons for our
organization,” she said.
“We are facing enormous chal-
lenges. Yet, I am confident that
our fortitude and resilience
will see us through. Our ideol-
ogy and our values are our
guiding light at this difficult
time. We must never forget that
our leaders fought against
insurmountable odds with great
courage and fortitude to give us
freedom.”
Sonia told the MPs to “channel
the disappointment into a pos-
itive drive for the coming gen-
eral elections”. She told the

Congress MPs that the Lok
Sabha polls are to be held in the
next few months and “we have
our tasks cut out both as a party
and as INDIA group member.”
About the suspension of over
140 opposition MPs from
Parliament who have been
demanding Home Minister
Amit Shah’s statement on the
December 13 Parliament secu-
rity breach, Gandhi said never
before have so many
Opposition MPs been sus-
pended and that too for raising
a “perfectly reasonable and
legitimate” demand.
All the opposition MPs asked
for was a statement by the
home minister in the Lok Sabha
on the extraordinary events of
December 13, but “there are no
words to describe the arrogance
with which this request was
treated”, she said.            
“What happened on December
13 is inexcusable and cannot be
justified. It took four days for
the prime minister to address
the nation and express his
views on the incident and he
did so outside Parliament. By
this, he clearly indicated his dis-
dain for the dignity of the
House and his disregard for the
people of our country. I leave it
to you to imagine how the BJP
would have responded had
they been in opposition today,”
she noted.
Later in the day, Congress MPs
held a protest against the sus-
pension of opposition members
outside Mahatma Gandhi’s stat-
ue in the Parliament complex.
The former Congress chief tar-
geted the BJP government at
the Centre over the “soaring”
inflation and said the poor are
suffering and economic
inequalities are rising. “There is
a significant gap between the
prime minister’s boasts on eco-
nomic growth and ground real-
ity,” she said.
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The bodies of 87 Kuki Zo
victims of ethnic violence

were laid to rest in Manipur’s
Churachandpur district head-
quarters on Wednesday, offi-
cials said.
Forty-one of the bodies were
airlifted from different mortu-
aries in Imphal on December
14 while 46 were from
Churachandpur district hospi-
tal, they said.
Thousands of people turned up
to pay their final respects to the
departed souls amid pro-
hibitory orders.
A condolence service was
organised at Tuibuong fol-
lowed by the mass burial amid

restrictions imposed under
section 144 CrPC after a vio-
lent clash on Monday night
over the burial left around 30
injured.
Earlier on December 15, nine-
teen violence victims were laid
to rest in Kangpokpi district.
Ethnic clashes broke out in
Manipur on May 3 after a
‘Tribal Solidarity March’ was
organised in the hill districts of
the state to protest against the
Meitei community’s demand
for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.
Meiteis account for about 53
per cent of Manipur’s popula-
tion and live mostly in the
Imphal valley. Tribals -- Nagas
and Kukis -- constitute little
more than 40 per cent and
reside in the hill districts. 
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Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport

will get India's first inter-state
multi-modal transport hub near
Aerocity. A proposal has been
floated to construct a hub near
the GMR Aerocity at the Delhi
airport, which will be the con-
fluence point of an Interstate
Bus Terminal (ISBT), the
upcoming Phase 4 line of the
Delhi Metro, the proposed
Passenger Transport Center
(PTC) and RRTS station, and a
station for the Automated
Passenger Mover (APM) near

Aerocity. The proposal will pro-
vide linkage between buses,
metro lines, the proposed air
train (which will ply between
terminals) and of course the air-
port.
As per the proposal, an Inter
State Bus Terminal (ISBT) at the
passenger hub, which will be
developed in a phased manner
in consultation with the
Transport Department of the
Delhi Government, would han-
dle around 50 buses.
As per proposal, this transit hub
will provide seamless connectiv-
ity to the airport through metro,
bus and trains to passengers

coming from the neighbouring
states. Currently, there is no
proper facility for parking these
interstate buses at Delhi Airport.
Therefore, this proposed facil-
ity will immensely help all the
passengers coming from adjoin-
ing interstate cities to catch
international flights.
With IGIA's capacity going to
cross 11 crore passengers per
annum next February and cross
13.5 crore latest by 2032, the
sheer volume of footfalls
requires this kind of connectiv-
ity between the airport and
other modes of transport. Delhi
Airport, being the national cap-

ital's airport and connected to
a maximum number of interna-
tional destinations and airlines,
has large catchment areas from

Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand.
Passengers from these states

travel to IGI airport by interstate
buses to catch international
flights.
According to GMR Airport
Infrastructure Limited-operat-
ed Delhi Airport , the ISBT, to
be developed in consultation
with the Delhi Transport
Department, will help in bring-
ing long-distance passengers to
the airport from the adjoining
hinterland. Its location offers the
best intermodal connectivity,
efficient circulation, and well-
laid subway connections for
pedestrian movement.
The proposed airport ISBT will
have state-of-the-art passenger

amenities, matching the airport
standards. It will have the best
possible user facilities like retail,
F&B outlets, EV charging, tran-
sit facilities, comfortable waiting
areas, ambience, waiting hall,
business centre, internet/Wi-Fi
services, souvenir shops, etc. so
that passengers, meeters and
greeters can avail of these facil-
ities.
Talking about the development,
Videh Kumar Jaipuriar, CEO,
DIAL - a GMR Airport
Infrastructure Limited-led con-
sortium said, "India's first mul-
timodal transport hub, which
will integrate bus, metro, and air

services, is a transformative
project that redefines passenger
convenience, offering enhanced
facilities for bus travellers. It will
offer an unparalleled passenger
experience that begins before
you even reach the airport. By
prioritizing bus travellers and
their needs, DIAL is creating a
truly inclusive transportation
ecosystem. More than just a
transportation hub, this project
represents our commitment to
sustainable development and
reduced traffic congestion. By
encouraging public transport
usage, DIAL is paving the way
for a cleaner, greener future."
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The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) will
provide a compensation of

Rs 15 lakh to the next of kin of
a woman passenger who died
after an accident at a metro sta-
tion recently. In addition, the
DMRC shall also take care of the
education of her two children,
Delhi Metro said in a statement.
The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs has earlier direct-
ed Delhi Metro to work out
modalities to ensure guidance,
care and education to children
who had lost their mother in the
accident. Union Minister for
Housing and Urban Affairs
Hardeep Singh Puri on Wednes-
day posted on X to offer his con-
dolences to the victim's family
members.
The incident took place on
December 14 at the Inderlok
Metro Station here. The 35-year-

old woman, Reena, succumbed
to injuries at Safdarjung Hospital
on Saturday. The Commissioner
of Metro Railway Safety (CMRS)
is holding an inquiry into this
incident.
She was dragged along the plat-
form as her sari got stuck in the
door of a train. The woman is
survived by a 12-year-old
daughter and 10-year-old son.
According to the provisions in
the Metro Railway (Procedure of
Claims) Rules, 2017, a compen-
sation of Rs 5 lakh shall be paid
to the deceased's next of kin, the
statement said.
"In addition, as humanitarian
assistance to the children of the
deceased, an additional amount
of Rs 10 lakh shall also be pro-
vided. Since the children are
both minors, DMRC is current-
ly engaged in sorting out the
legal modalities of handing over
the amount to the legal heir," it
said.

In addition, the Delhi Metro
shall also take care of the edu-
cation of the two children, the
urban transporter said.
"Deeply pained to hear about

the sad demise of Smt Reena Ji
in a tragic incident at Inderlok
Metro Station. While
@OfficialDMRC is providing
financial compensations, I have
also directed senior officials of

DMRC to work out modalities
to ensure guidance, care & edu-
cation of the children Riya &
Hiten who had unfortunately
lost their father earlier.
"I offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to them. May God bless
them & give them all the
strength to bear their irrepara-
ble loss. @PMOIndia
@MoHUA_India @PIB_India,"

he wrote.
The two children had earlier
demanded financial compensa-
tion in the form of a fixed
deposit.According to reports, the
relatives of the children have
expressed their inability to look
after them due to financial con-
straints.
The woman's son, who studies
in class 6, said he was with her

mother at the time of the inci-
dent. The DMRC in its state-
ment on Wednesday also said
that a team of senior officials has
been deputed to look into the
matter to facilitate all require-
ments quickly.
Puri has also directed that care-
taking and education of the
children be ensured by the Delhi
Metro management, it said. The
Commissioner of Metro Railway
Safety (CMRS) is holding an
inquiry into this incident.
The woman's daughter, a student
of class 8, had earlier said, "My
father died around eight years
ago and now my mother has
died too. We are totally helpless
and seek financial help from the
government in the form of a
fixed deposit."
The Delhi government has writ-
ten to the DMRC seeking a
detailed report on the death of
the woman, Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot said on Monday.
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Delhi BJP leaders have
demanded that the

Opposition INDIA bloc apol-
ogise to the vice president as
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
was recording "like a monkey"
TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee's act
of mimicking Rajya Sabha
chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar.
In a related development, Jat
Mahasangh volunteers on
Wednesday held a protest
march near the Congress head-
quarters here against the
"mocking" of Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar by
Trinamool Congress MP
Kalyan Banerjee. The volun-
teers were stopped near the
Congress office where the
police had put up barricades.
The protesters burnt an effigy
of the Congress.
A huge political row broke out
on Tuesday as Banerjee deri-
sively mimicked Dhankhar
during the opposition's protest
on the stairs of Parliament
against the suspension of MPs,
drawing strong condemnation
from the ruling BJP.
Vinod Sehrawat, a member of
the Jat Mahasabha, said the
protest was led by Narayan
Singh Sehrawat and Sukhchain.
"The Jat community and farm-
ers have come here from
Najafgarh area to protest
against the mocking of our vice
president. There will be a Delhi
Dehat Mahasabha on Sunday
where the future course of
action will be decided. We
demand that Rahul Gandhi
and Banerjee apologise," Vinod
Sehrawat said. Dhankhar
claimed that it was an insult to
his background as a Jat, his
caste, who came from a
farmer's family.
Earlier, Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri and BJP MP from
West Delhi Parvesh Sahib
Singh Verma has demanded
that the opposition INDIA
bloc apologise to the vice pres-
ident as Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi was recording "like a
monkey" TMC MP Kalyan
Banerjee's act of mimicking
Rajya Sabha chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar. Bidhuri said Rahul
and leaders of INDIA Alliance
have insulted Jat community
and they should apologise from
Dhankhar. Bidhuri also
demanded to sack Kalyan
Banerjee from the TMC.
Rahul was seen making a video
of the performance by Banerjee
who appeared to mimic the
way Dhankhar walked by lean-
ing forward and made refer-
ence to having a spine. In a
related development, an advo-
cate has filed a complaint
against Trinamool Congress
MP Kalyan Banerjee for his
mimicry of Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on the
premises of the Parliament
complex.
"INDIA alliance is showing the
level of its wisdom. It is not able
to digest its defeat (in the
recent assembly polls). They
also know that in 2024, the BJP
will return to power at the
Centre and Narendra Modi
will be the prime minister.
They are not able to digest all
these things," the BJP's West
Delhi MP said at Parliament
Complex when asked for com-
ment. "So they displayed their
frustration yesterday," Verma
said.
With Dhankhar's mimicry, the
members of the opposition
INDIA bloc showed that they
can even make fun of a person
who is sitting on such a high
constitutional post, the BJP
leader said. "And their leader
Rahul Gandhi was doing
videography like a monkey. It
was quite strange. We felt very
sad," Vermasaid, adding, "I
want the entire INDIA alliance
to apologise to the vice presi-
dent."
According to police, a com-
plaint was given by advocate
Abhishek Gautam at Defence
Colony Police station on
Tuesday evening. We have for-
warded it to the New Delhi dis-
trict police.
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Expressing concerns over the
inordinate delay of over

three years in constituting the
General Council of premiere
Indraprastha Institute of
Information Technology Delhi
(IIIT-D) by the ruling AAP
government, Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
through his Secretariat, has
asked the Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar to ensure recon-
stitution of the General Council
in a time bound manner for
smooth functioning of the uni-
versity. The file for reconstitu-
tion of the General Council of
IIIT-D, whose three-year
expired in March 2019, had
been lying with Delhi's Educa-
tion Minister - first Manish
Sisodia and thereafter, Atishi -
for unexplained reasons since
May 2020.
According to Raj Niwas official,
upon complaints received from
several quarters about this
deliberate inaction on part of
the Education Minister, the
LG Secretariat withdrew the file
from the government invoking
Rule 19(5) of the Transaction
of Business Rules (ToBR).
"Records on file show that the
General Council of IIITD was
last constituted vide notifica-
tion dated 15.03.2016 with
three years term, which expired
in March 2019. IIIT-D had
requested the Department of
Training and Technical
Education (DTTE) for re-con-
stitution of the General Council
in July, 2019 itself. However, the
proposal of the Department for
approval of the General
Council of IIITD was lying
pending in the office of

Minister Education since
20.05.2020 i.e. more than three
years, without any action," they
said.
"While disposing of the file, the
LG Secretariat issued instruc-
tions for directing the admin-
istrative department
(Department of Training &
Technical Education), to
process the proposal for consti-
tution of the General Council
of IIITD in a time bound man-
ner, in terms of the statutory
provisions and the extant law
in force, for smooth gover-
nance and functioning of the
University," official said.
"The LG Secretariat has
brought on file that the General
Council of IIITD, being a
Statutory Authority, is mandat-
ed to perform key functions
related to the functioning of the
Institute viz. developing, plan-
ning, monitoring and formulat-
ing policies to execute the
strategic plan for the Institute,
reviewing the broad policies
and programmes of the
Institute, suggesting measures
for the improvement and devel-
opment of the Institute, consid-
ering the annual accounts of
the Institute. "Any delay in con-
stitution of such an authority
leads to severely affect the gov-
ernance of a premier
Technology Institute like IIITD.
The callous attitude of the
Government towards the for-
mulation of a statutory body is
very unfortunate," they said.
Notably, the LG had also raised
concerns over extraordinary
delay in reconstitution of
General Council of IIIT-D 
in its 15th General Council
meeting held on November
02, 2023.
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India is presently in a challeng-
ing phase of its socio-econom-

ic transition and at the cusp of
becoming a great economic
power, in the middle of global
challenges that are complex as
well as unpredictable, Delhi Lt
Governor V K Saxena said here
on Wednesday.
Making these assertions on the
occasion of 12the convocation of
Dr B R Ambedkar University
(AUD), he said Indian expertise
and talent has much demand
worldwide. The prospects in a
liberal economic environment
are immense. Yet, to take advan-
tage of the unfolding opportu-
nities in a globalized market, we
have to galvanize our demo-
graphic strength.
Saxena said our demographic

dividend of youth - 600 million
people in the age group of 25
years and below, has to be con-
verted into an asset that propels
our surge for development. For
this to happen, we have to
undertake skilling and capacity
building amongst our youth in
a mission mode. Institutions and
Universities, undoubtedly, have
to take the lead in shaping this
demographic dividend. This
stupendous task can only be
accomplished when public insti-
tutions, undergo a paradigm
shift and enter into collaborat-
ed partnerships with all stake-
holders, that includes industry,
civil society and varied state and
central agencies, he said. 
Over the past 15 years, AUD has
registered a remarkable trajecto-
ry of growth, both in terms of
quality and the quantity. It has

established multiple robust insti-
tutional pillars and mechanisms,
that work cohesively to achieve
the dual objectives of delivering,
high-quality education, while
upholding principles of equity
and social justice, the LG said. 
Despite having, much older,
established and reputed institu-
tions of higher education, as its
peers in Delhi, AUD has set its
own benchmark of excellence in
the fields of social sciences and
humanities. In fact, the Univer-
sity is now known for its acad-
emic excellence, creative peda-
gogy and innovative teaching. It
has a learning ecosystem that
promotes knowledge creation,
not just for the benefit of the
individual seekers but also keep-
ing in focus, its social rele-
vance, Saxena said. 
For graduates to compete in a

global economy, they will have
to be empowered with quality
education by our institutions.
For this, our institutions should
work relentlessly to achieve
excellence, he said adding mod-
els of imparting education have
to be in sync with the latest
trends, technology and also the
evolving profile of the students.
Delhi Higher Education
Minister Atishi was also present
on the occasion, honored the
graduating students by awarding
them degrees. Addressing
Addressing the students, she
expressed gratitude that, unlike
many others, they had the
opportunity to study in a good
institution. She stated that
Ambedkar University is
renowned not only in Delhi but
throughout India as a liberal arts
university. She mentioned that
liberal arts are often viewed with
a critical perspective in our
society. This year the universi-
ty awarded a total of 1095
degrees. These include 33 PhD
degrees, 13 MPhil degrees, 602
postgraduate degrees, 442 grad-
uate degrees, and 5 diplomas.
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The Delhi University on Wednesday
signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) with the Shriram
Institute for Industrial Research for collab-
oration in research and development.
The MoU was signed by Vikas Gupta, the
registrar, on behalf of the Delhi University
(DU) as the first party and the director of
the Shriram Institute for Industrial Research
(SRI) as the second party as authorised rep-
resentatives.
The MoU will initially be in force for a peri-
od of five years and may be renewed sub-
sequently with mutual consent of both the
parties in writing, the statement said.
The DU and the SRI have under this MoU

agreed to collaborate for joint activities,
including research projects, trainings, work-
shops/conferences in areas of shared facil-
ities and expertise.
Under the collaboration, the experts and sci-
entific staff from the SRI may visit the DU,

and reciprocally, the teachers, students and
researchers from the DU may visit the SRI,
fostering collaboration to share facilities and
expertise between both institutions, it said.
The SRI and the DU may undertake col-

laborative research projects in the areas of
mutual interest and may apply for other col-
laborative projects or assignments jointly to
national and international agencies, the state-
ment said.
The research scholars/ scientists from the

SRI can register for Ph.D. With the DU, with
one faculty member of the concerned
department of the DU and another faculty
member from the SRI as supervisors as per
the mutually agreed terms. At the same time,
a scientist with the SRI may become a guide
for the Ph.D. Students of the DU.
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Bollywood actor Jacqueline
Fernandez on Wednesday

moved a Delhi court seeking
directions for immediately
restraining alleged conman
Sukesh Chandrasekhar from
issuing any communication per-
taining to her, directly or indi-
rectly, to media.
In her plea, the actor sought
directions to the superintendent
of Mandoli prison and Delhi
Police's economic offences wing
(EOW) to not allow
Chandrasekhar to issue any fur-
ther letters, statements or mes-

sages about her. She also sought
filing of a detailed report by the
jail superintendent regarding
the action taken against
Chandrasekhar.
Citing Chandrasekhar's letter
dated October 15, the plea said
it was "laced with unsolicited
and disturbing content," and that
it was widely reported by media.
"This relentless pursuit by
Chandrashekhar, aimed at estab-

lishing contact with the applicant
(Jacqueline), is nothing short of
a blatant attempt at witness
tampering, with the clear inten-
tion of mentally intimidating her
to the extent that she is com-
pelled to withhold the truth in
the criminal trial," the actor's
petition said.
It said the "barrage of letters and
messages" posed a "substantial
threat to her safety and well-

being" as a single woman resid-
ing in India, away from her fam-
ily, besides inflicting "immense
distress and fear" upon her.
"These letters, intentionally cir-
culated and published widely in
the print media, have caused sig-
nificant financial losses to the
applicant. This campaign is not
only harassment and intimida-
tion but is a direct violation of
her rights as a prosecution wit-

ness," the plea said.
It said a detailed investigation is
needed to understand as to how
he got to write such intimidat-
ing letters to electronic and
print media.
In its reply, the EOW said it was
a matter of "grave concern" that
an important witness in the case
was harassed and threatened by
the accused. This could affect the
trial, it said.
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National Critical Information, Infrastructure
Protection Centre (NCIIPC), Government

of India, Director General Dr. Navin Kumar
Singh on Tuesday said hackathons are a way to
ensure that educational system of the country
are aligned to solving the actual problems of the
country.
Inaugurating the Grand Finale of the 36-hour
non-stop Software Product Development
Competition, Smart India Hackathon-2023, an
initiative of Ministry of Education, at Amity
University, Noida, Singh as Chief Guest on the
occasion, complemented Amity University for
providing the best of facilities and infrastructure
to the participants of the Hackathon.
"The aim of these Hackathons is to move towards
Aatm Nirbhar Bharat, breaking barriers and
adopt technologies of the future, in sync with
the vision of Prime Minister of India. 
We need to have more IT product Companies
rather than just be IT services provider and 
with the Start Up Indian campaigns , we will 
be able to achieve this goal as well," said 
Dr Singh.
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Acar seized as evidence in a terror case and
parked outside a police station here was

picked up by the Delhi government's Transport
Department as part of a drive and later scrapped,
officials said.
The 2006 model Maruti Alto car was parked out-
side the Special Cell Police Station in Lodhi
Colony. Being over 15 years old, the vehicle was
picked up during a drive to seize overaged vehi-
cles in May, they said.
As no one came forward to stake claim within

the stipulated three months of it being seized, the
car — an evidence in Delhi Police's ongoing probe
in a 2021 terror case — was scrapped oblivious
to the Delhi Police.
Shahzad Alam, Special Commissioner, Transport
Department, said the Special Cell of the Delhi
Police has so far not pointed out any lapse.
"There is no error from our end. The vehicle was
parked on a public road and it was seized and sent
to a scrapyard. We issued a show cause notice to
the scrapper after the matter came to light. The
scrapper replied and they also met the SHO of
the Special Cell," he said.
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The Delhi Jal Board (DJB) has,
following an order of the

Supreme Court increased the
compensation for sewer deaths
from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 30 lakh,
officials said on Wednesday.
The Apex Court had earlier in
October said the government
authorities will have to pay Rs 30
lakh as compensation to the

family of those who die while
cleaning the sewers.
"To ensure that the compensa-
tion for sewer death is increased
(given that the previous amount
fixed, that is, Rs 10 lakh - made
applicable from 1993). The cur-
rent equivalent of that amount
is Rs 30 lakh. This shall be the
amount to be paid by the con-
cerned agencies," said an order
from the Delhi Jal Board (DJB).

"In the event, the dependents of
any victim have not been paid
such amount, the above amount
shall be payable to them.
Furthermore, this shall be the
amount to be hereafter paid as
compensation," the DJB added.
The DJB further said the com-
pensation will be disbursed in
the case of sewer victims suffer-
ing disabilities, depending upon
the severity of disabilities.
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All vacant posts in Central
Government organisations

are being filled in a mission
mode, the Lok Sabha was
informed on Wednesday.
'Rozgar Mela' is one of the steps
towards fulfilling the govern-
ment's commitment of accord-
ing the highest priority to
employment generation,
Minister of State for Personnel
Jitendra Singh said in a written
reply to a question.
He said Rozgar Melas are being

held across the country and the
new appointees are inducted
into various Central ministries,
departments, Central Public
Sector Undertakings (CPSUs)
and autonomous bodies,
including health and education

institutes and public sector
banks among others.
"Filling up vacant posts in var-
ious ministries and depart-
ments is a continuous process.
All vacant posts are being filled

in a mission mode," Singh
said, adding that employment
generation in the country cou-
pled with improving the
employability of youth is the
priority of the Central govern-
ment. 
Accordingly, the Government
of India announced the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat package
to provide stimulus to business
opportunities and enhance
employment opportunities, the
minister said. 
"Under this package, the gov-

ernment is providing fiscal stim-
ulus comprising various long-
term schemes/ programmes/

policies for making the country
self-reliant and to create large-
scale employment opportunities.
In addition to this package, sev-
eral schemes have been
launched to generate employ-
ment and self-employment in
the country in different sectors
of the economy," he said.

These schemes include
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar
Yojana, Production Linked
Incentive schemes, PM
GatiShakti, Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana and Prime
Minister Street Vendor's
AtmaNirbhar Nidhi etc, Singh
added.

Besides these initiatives, vari-
ous flagship programmes of the
government such as Make in
India, Start-up India, Stand-up
India, Digital India, Smart City
Mission, Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation, and Housing
for All are also oriented
towards generating employ-
ment opportunities for the
youths nationwide, he said.
The details relating to con-

ducting state-level Rozgar
Melas and related specific ini-
tiatives of state governments are
being maintained by the states,
the minister added.
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As the country reported the
highest number of 614

new Covid cases since May 21
and three deaths in Kerala,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya has asked
the States to be prepared and
remain alert against new and
emerging strains of Covid-19,
especially ahead of the upcom-
ing festivities.
The Minister also underlined
the challenge posed by the
rise in JN.1 cases in some
countries such as China, Brazil,
Germany and the United States
and the recent one back home
in Kerala. As many as 20 cases
of Covid-19 sub-variant JN.1
have been found across the
country with 18 traced in Goa
and one each in Kerala and
Maharashtra, INSACOG data
showed.
Meanwhile, the World Health
Organisation said that it has
classified JN.1 as a separate
"variant of interest" given its
rapidly increasing spread but
said that it poses a "low" glob-
al public health risk.
A rise in daily Covid positivi-
ty rate has been observed in a
few states like Kerala,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand and
Karnataka, however the
Minister said that there was no
cause for panic. On the new
JN.1 variant of SARS-CoV-2,
the Minister said that the vari-
ant was under intense scientif-
ic scrutiny, but not a cause of
immediate concern. No clus-
tering of cases has been
observed in India due to JN.1.
Chairing the high-level review
meeting with states,
Mandaviya, however, reiterat-
ed that Covid was not over yet
and requested the states to
monitor emerging infections,
symptoms and case severity to
plan appropriate public health
responses.
He assured the states of all sup-
port from the Centre and
stressed the need for collective
efforts between the Centre and
the states to deal with the
emerging situation in the spir-
it of the "whole-of-govern-
ment" approach.
"We need to be on the alert but
there is no need to panic,"
Mandaviya said and directed
officials to strengthen the sur-

veillance system for whole
genome sequencing of positive
case samples to track the vari-
ants through the Indian SARS-
CoV-2 Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG) network and
ensure timely detection of
newer variants.
At the meeting, states and UTs
were requested to ramp up test-
ing and refer a large number of
Covid positive samples and
that of pneumonia-like ill-
nesses to INSACOG Genome
Sequencing Laboratories
(IGSLs) daily to track new
variants, if any.
He told officials to undertake
mock drills every three months
at both the central and state
levels to assess the functional-
ity of PSA plants, oxygen con-
centrators, cylinders and ven-
tilators, and encourage the
sharing of best practices.
Mandaviya asked states to raise
awareness among people on
respiratory hygiene and ensure
the dissemination of factually
correct information and
counter fake news to mitigate
any panic.
The meeting was informed
that while active Covid cases in
India were significantly low
compared to the global sce-
nario, there has been a steep
rise in active cases. It was also
noted that 92.8 per cent of the
cases were in home isolation. 
There has been no increase in
the hospitalisation rates due to
Covid-19. The cases that are
hospitalized are due to other
medical conditions and
COVID-19 is an incidental
finding, the meeting was
informed.
Dr VK Paul, member (Health)
of NITI Aayog reiterated the
need for a "whole-of-govern-
ment" approach to tackle the
challenges posed by the surge
in Covid cases and the emer-
gence of a new variant.
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West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata

Banerjee on Wednesday met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and demanded the
release of pending Central
funds to the State. The TMC
supremo said the prime min-
ister proposed that officials
from the State and the Centre
can sit together and clear the
issues.
Speaking to the media after the
meeting in the Parliament
complex along with nine party
MPs, Banerjee said 155 central
teams have already visited
West Bengal and the state
government has given clarifi-
cation on issues raised by the
Centre. The Centre and the
West Bengal government have
been involved in a tug-of-war
over the release of funds to the
state, with the TMC even
holding a protest led by its gen-
eral secretary Abhishek
Banerjee in the national capi-
tal in October. The BJP has
accused the TMC government
of siphoning off central funds
meant for Pradhan Mantri
Aawas Yojna and MGNREGA.

��&��.(����■
��������	

Post-Covid tourism revival
along with a string of

tourists-friendly steps at its icon-
ic hotel The Ashok and duty free
shops across 14 seaports has
helped the public sector unit,
India Tourism Development
Corporation (ITDC) to contin-
ue its stellar performance.
Union Tourism Minister G
Krishna Reddy recently
informed the Lok Sabha that for
the half year ended 30th
September, 2023, ITDC has
reported turnover of Rs 255.04
crore up by 31 per cent over the
corresponding period of last
year of Rs 195.37 crore.  It has
achieved net profit of Rs 37.4
crore in the first half of fiscal
2023- 24, i.e. an increase of 60
per cent over the corresponding
period of last year, said the
Minister.
The total turnover for the fiscal
year 2022-23 stood at Rs 458.08
crore for ITDC, representing an
increase of over 58% compared
to the previous year.
Reddy was replying to a written
query posed by Lok Sabha MP
Sumedhananad Saraswati about
steps being undertaken by the
Government to streamline
ITDC Hotels and role of the
PSU in promoting tourism and
hospitality sectors in the coun-
try.
During pandemic times, the
PSU's earnings had taken a
beating, witnessing a negative
bottomline due to low tourists
turnout.
Reddy spelled out various steps
being initiated to boost the rev-
enue of its verticals like Ashok
Group of Hotels under which
the Ashok Hotel and Hotel
Samrat at New Delhi, Hotel
Kalinga Ashok (Bhubaneswar,

Orissa) are being operated under
the ITDC/JV. "The joint venture
company hotel is The Ashok
Beach Resort, Puducherry with
PIPDICL," said the Minister.
Some of the hotel properties of
the ITDC are in the process of
divestment.
Renovation of 48 guest rooms,
improvement of main lobby,
addition of new swimming Pool
for guests and a new licensed
F&B outlet in Samrat Hotel,
New Delhi and tie ups with most
of the online travel agent's for
online room bookings are some
of the measures taken by the
PSU.
"Ashok events division has been
utilized by many central min-
istries, government depart-
ments, autonomous bodies etc.
for executing their events in
India and internationally," said
the Minister.
Also, ITDC's Duty Free division
has been profitable and even as
on date when due to the pan-
demic, most of the travel and
tourism related business have
taken big hits, ITDC's Duty Free
shops at 14 Seaports/locations
for international tourists con-
tinues to earn profits for ITDC
and the government, he said.
The ITDC is also eyeing cruise
tourism around India's coastal
towns to tap growing tourists
inflow in the country
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The Centre on Wednesday
said the Udhampur-

Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) project is perhaps
the most difficult new railway
line project undertaken in the
country post-Independence.
"The USBRL project is perhaps
the most difficult new railway
line project undertaken in the
country post-Independence.
The terrain passes through
young Himalayas, which are
full of geological surprises and
numerous problems," Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said.
In a reply in the Lok Sabha,
Vaishnaw was responding to
questions raised by three BJP
MPs, Jamyang Tsering
Namgyal, Bidyut Baran Mahato
and Jugal Kishore Sharma,
who asked the minister to pro-
vide details of the steps taken
to extend the Indian Railways
network in Jammu and
Kashmir and how the said
expansion is benefiting local
communities and businesses.
"The work of the new line in
Jammu and Kashmir is being
undertaken under the USBRL
project. Out of the total 272 km

of the project, 161 km has
already been commissioned,"
Vaishnaw said.
He added, "The work on the
Katra-Banihal (111 km) section
has been taken up. Anticipated
cost of the project is Rs 37,012
crore, against which, expendi-
ture of ?34,261/- crore has
been incurred up to March,
2023 on the project. An outlay
of ?5,310 crore has been allo-
cated for the year 2023-24."
Talking about the challenges in
the project, the railway minis-
ter said the Katra-Banihal sec-
tion predominantly involves
tunnelling.
According to him, 97.42 km
out of 111 km, which is 87 per
cent of the total length of
Katra-Banihal section, is in
tunnels and the maximum
length of tunnel T-49 is 12.77

km, which will be the longest
transportation railway tunnel
in the country.
"Railway has made the world's
highest Railway Bridge over
Chenab river in Reasi District
of Jammu and Kashmir. The
iconic Chenab Bridge is 1,315
metres long having arch span
of 467 metre and height of 359
metre above river bed,"
Vaishnaw said.
He added, "Indian Railways'
first cable-stayed bridge has
been constructed over
AnjiKhad. Its bridge deck is
331 metres above the river
bed level and height of its
main pylon is 193 metres."
Besides the USBRL, Vaishnaw
said that final location survey
of the following lines have
been sanctioned: doubling of
Baramulla-Banihal section
(135.5km); new line of
Baramulla-Uri (50km); new
line of Sopore-Kupwara
(33.7km); new line of
Awantipora-Shopian (27.6km);
and new line of Anantnag-
Bijbehara-Pahalgam (77.5km).
Highlighting the socio-eco-
nomic contributions of the
USBRL project, the minister
said that employment genera-
tion is a significant aspect of its
impact.
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Talking about the pending
MGNREGA funds for the state,
Banerjee said it is mandatory
under the Constitution to pay
the workers. "We didn't even
get a penny for 100 days of
work (under MGNREGA) in
the budget for 2022-23.
"Funds for Aawas Yojna have
been stopped, rural develop-
ment schemes have been shut,
and the health mission pro-
gramme has also been shut. We
are also not getting funds
under the Finance
Commission," Banerjee
alleged.
"Our officials have given all the
clarification they asked for.
PM has said a joint meeting
will be held by the Centre and
state officials. I said we have
given clarification 155 times.
We can do that once again, they
can decide the formula. In a

federal structure, the central
government has a share and the
state also has a share," she said.
"It is not right to stop the
money for poor people,"
Banerjee said, adding that the
Centre owed nearly Rs. 1.16
lakh crore to the state under
various centrally sponsored
schemes and pending claims
for natural disasters over the
past years.
The pending dues include
MGNREGA payment to the
tune of nearly Rs 6911 crore -
Rs 3732 crore against wage lia-
bility and Rs 3179 crore against
non-wage liabilities; central
share for 11,01,731 houses
sanctioned under PM Awaas
Yojana which has not been
released; and fund under
National Health Mission by the
Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.
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Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde on Wednesday

said an appropriate decision on
caste-based census will be
taken after eliciting the opinion
of all sections of society and
keeping sentiments of the peo-
ple in mind.
Shinde visited the memorials of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) founder K B Hedgewar
and second ‘sarsanghchalak’
MS Golwalkar in Reshimbagh
area here and paid tributes to
them. 
On Tuesday, RSS functionary
Shridhar Gadge said there
should no caste-based census
and sought to know what will
be achieved by it.
Such an exercise may benefit
some people politically as it will
provide data about the popu-

lation of a certain caste, but it
is not good socially and in
terms of national unity, said
Gadge, the Vidarbha Sah-
Sanghchalak.
Notably, the Congress is in
favour of a countrywide caste
census.
To a query on the RSS func-
tionary’s comments, Shinde
on Wednesday said
Maharashtra is a progressive
state and its culture and tradi-
tions are different from other
States.
“Here all the communities and
castes live together, work
together and celebrate togeth-
er. Hence, after taking the
opinion of all sections of soci-
ety an appropriate decision
will be taken keeping feelings
of the people in mind,” the CM
told reporters.
Ministers and MLAs belonging
to the BJP visit the memorial of

Hedgewar and Golwalkar every
year during the winter session
of the state legislature in

Nagpur.
Shinde, who forged an alliance
with the BJP last year to form

government in the state, said,
“We visit Dr Hedgewar Smruti
Mandir every year during the

winter session. I feel at peace
and get energy and inspiration
after coming here. That is why
we come here.”
To a query on politics over
Hindutva, Shinde said, “There
is no politics behind us coming
over here.” The CM said his
Government has been formed
on the ideology of Hindutva
and the ideology of (Shiv Sena’s
late founder) Balasaheb
Thackeray. 
“This Hindutva of develop-
ment, as also said by our prime
minister, is for sabka saath,
sabka vikas,” he said. Shinde
further said his government
represents the common people. 
He said anybody can meet the
Chief Minister and this acces-
sibility is the feature of his
Government. “I also work as a
common man, that is why
people like us and our
Government,” the CM added. 
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The ruling NDPP-BJP
alliance returned to power

in Nagaland in this year’s
assembly polls, which also saw
the election of two women
candidates to the House for the
first time in the northeastern
State’s history.
The state also saw the assem-
bly unanimously passing the
Municipal bill seeking to
reserve 33 per cent of seats in
urban local bodies (ULB) for
women, paving the way for
civic polls in the state after two
decades.
The People’s Democratic
Alliance (PDA) of the NDPP
and the BJP won the Nagaland
Assembly elections held on
February 27 by winning 37
seats in the 60-member House,
with Neiphiu Rio becoming the
chief minister of the tribal-
dominated state for the fifth
consecutive term, making him
the longest-serving CM of the
state.
The alliance bettered its per-
formance from the previous
election, when the regional
party had won 18 seats while
the saffron party had bagged 12
constituencies.
In this year’s assembly polls,
two women candidates --
Hekhani Jakhalu and
Salhoutuonuo Kruse of the
ruling Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP) -
were greenhorns but they
defeated sitting MLAs in
Western Angami and
Dimapur-III seats respectively.
The Republican Party of India
(Athawale) and Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) opened their
accounts in the Christian-dom-
inated state by winning two
constituencies and one seat
respectively in the assembly
elections.
All the political parties in the
state, including seven NCP
legislators and four
Independent MLAs, extended
unconditional support to the
NDPP-BJP dispensation, mak-
ing it an all-party government
for the third time in the state.
The solution to the decades-old
Naga political issue, which
every political party pro-
nounces as its top priority
before every election, went
backstage as the state govern-
ment was yet to form any
political affairs committee
(PAC) to facilitate negotiating
parties to conclude the peace
talks.
The Centre has been holding
separate negotiations with
NSCN-IM since 1997 and the
Working Committee of Naga

National Political Group
(NNPG), comprising at least
seven groups, since 2017 to
conclude the peace talks.
Eight years have passed since
the signing of the Framework
Agreement on August 3, 2015
with the NSCN-IM and anoth-
er six years have gone by fol-
lowing the signing of Agreed
Position on November 17, 2017
with WC NNPGs.
With no significant develop-
ment in the political negotia-
tions between the Centre and
the Naga groups, another year
is coming to an end with no
solution to the Naga political
issue.
The Nagaland Assembly on
November 9 unanimously
passed a bill seeking to reserve
33 per cent of seats in urban
local bodies (ULB) for women,
resolving a contentious issue
and paving the way for munic-
ipal elections in the state after
two decades.
The CM has said that the apex
tribal bodies, which had earli-
er opposed such a reservation,
accepted it and the State
Election Commission (SEC)
will soon announce the dates
for municipal polls.
ULB elections in the north-
eastern state have been long
overdue, with the last civic
polls having been held in 2004.
Since then, elections were not
conducted first due to the
unresolved Naga peace talks
and then on the issue of 33 per
cent reservation for women
which the tribal bodies had
opposed, asserting it infringes
upon the special rights of
Nagaland guaranteed under
Article 371(A) of the
Constitution.
The 10-day Hornbill Festival,
the annual tourism promo-
tional event of the state, saw an
overall footfall of 1,54,057 vis-
itors, an increase of 13,758
from the previous year.
The tally included 1,14,860
locals, 37,089 domestic tourists
and 2,108 foreigners who wit-
nessed the coming together of
the 18 tribes of Nagaland at the
festival. 
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Despite receiving repeated
snubs from the top lead-

ership of the Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference
over forging a pre-poll alliance
to defeat the Bharatiya Janta
Party in the poll arena, the
Peoples Democratic Party, one
of the key constituents of the
GUPKAR alliance,   Wednesday
extended an olive branch while
favouring a pre-poll alliance
with the National Conference
for the maiden Assembly polls
in Jammu and Kashmir.
The party’s sentiment was shared
by the PDP Parliamentary Board
chairman Mohammad Sartaj
Madni who earlier chaired the
first meeting of the newly con-
stituted board to chalk out the
party’s poll strategy. Interacting
with the reporters  Mohammad
Sartaj Madni Wednesday said
the party wants the constituents
of the Peoples’ Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) to
remain together.
“The PAGD was formed after
Mehbooba’s struggle. She
brought us all together.
Mehbooba is the anchor of the
PAGD. So, we do not want any
rifts in it. There will be nothing
from our side to suggest that we
do not want the alliance. We
want all the people of J-K to get
united for a larger goal to
achieve that goal,” Madni told
reporters after the meeting.
Both the Kashmir-based
regional parties, once consid-
ered arch-rivals, had come
together under the banner of
GUPKAR alliance after the

Abrogation of Article 370 in
August 2019.
Former Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah had never minced
any words while claiming that
his party was ready to contest
all the 90 Assembly seats on its
own, without forging any
alliance with any other politi-
cal party.  On the other hand,
PDP and JKNC leadership also
traded barbs on various occa-
sions holding each other
responsible for conceding space
to the BJP. Responding to a
question if the party had
finalised the candidates for the
Lok Sabha polls next year, the
PDP leader said the parlia-
mentary board would decide
that in another meeting.
Interestingly, none of the senior
leaders of the JKNC reacted to
the offer made by the PDP. In
the absence of JKNC Vice
President Omar Abdullah,
none of the senior leaders
reacted in the valley. Party
President and Member of
Parliament from Srinagar Dr
Farooq Abdullah, however,
attended the meeting of the
INDIA bloc in New Delhi
alongside  PDP Chief
Mehbooba Mufti.
During the alliance’s last meet-
ing, Omar Abdullah had pro-
posed that the seats already held
by the INDIA alliance members
shouldn’t come up for discus-
sion and only those seats held
by BJP and non-INDIA alliance
parties should be considered for
seat-sharing. Omar’s sugges-
tion made it clear that NC
wouldn’t enter into a pre-poll
pact with PDP in Kashmir. 
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Prohibitory orders under
Section 144 CrPC were

imposed at Pasighat, the head-
quarters of East Siang district
of Arunachal Pradesh, on
Wednesday following an
“indefinite lock-down” call
given by an organisation
against two colleges in the
district.

The organisation, Adi Baane
Kebang Youth Wing
(ABKYW), gave that call from
Wednesday to press for its
demand that most of the
appointments in the College of
Horticulture and Forestry
(CHF) and the College of
Agriculture (CoA) be made
from the state’s scheduled tribe
community.
Apprehending law and order

issues and public disturbance
in the college campuses,
District Magistrate Tayi Taggu
on Wednesday passed the
orders prohibiting gathering of
five or more people and car-
rying arms in the entire
Pasighat town.
The ABKYW has been
demanding, among others, 80
per cent job reservation for
Arunachal Pradesh Scheduled

Tribe in group A and B posts
and 100 per cent reservation in
group C and D posts.
On December 13, the ABKYW
gave an ultimatum of seven
days to the authorities to
resolve the issue. The “lock-
down” was announced after the
expiry of one week.
The ABKYW staged an 8-
hour dharna at CHF and CoA
campuses on December 4. 
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The Jammu and Kashmir
Police has carried out

raids at five locations in
Srinagar as part of a probe
into a multi-crore investment
fraud, off icials  said on
Wednesday.
Electronic gadgets and docu-
ments were seized during the
raids by the cyber wing of the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
on Tuesday night, they said.
Inspired by the Hindi film
‘Phir Hera Pheri’, the fraud-
sters set up a company named
‘Curative Survey’ in the Karan
Nagar area and duped sever-
al people of at least Rs 59
crore under the pretext of
doubling their investment
within two weeks, officials
said.
The officials, however, said
the amount might increase as
the investigation is still in
progress. Initially, the com-
pany made good on its
promise which brought in
more investors and the
scheme was promoted by at
least two local YouTubers
adding to its popularity.
Soon after, the owners of the
company disappeared, offi-
cials said, adding that they
found the Karan Nagar office
locked.
One of the YouTubers, Idris
Mir, said he could not be held
responsible for the fraud as he
had featured the company on
his channel as a paid promo-
tion. 
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A64-year-old man died in
the city due to COVID-19

infection five days ago,
Karnataka Health Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao said on
Wednesday. Asked if the cause
of death is the new subvariant
JN.1 of the SARS CoV-2 virus,
he said it is not known so far.
The person, who had comor-
bidities, is a resident of
Chamarajpet and died on
December 15, the Minister told
reporters.
“It is still not known whether the
patient had JN.1 sub variant
infection. He had heart failure,
also TB infection. He also had
hypertension, lung disease,
bronchial asthma, along with
COVID-19 and pneumonia,”
Rao added.
Commissioner of Health and
Family Welfare Services,
Randeep D, told PTI: “It’s the
first (COVID death) after recent
surge in cases”.
Rao, meanwhile, said the state

government would increase
testing to gauge the rate of
COVID-19 infections. In the
next three days, it intends to
increase the number to 5,000
tests per day. RT-PCR tests
have been made mandatory for
all severe acute respiratory infec-
tion (SARI) cases, and at least 1
in 20 influenza-like illness (ILI)
cases, he said.
A meeting will be held with
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) on Thursday
to discuss further measures to
be taken and preparations made,
Rao said.
The Minister earlier attended a

virtual meeting by union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
with Health Ministers of all
states, officials from the central
and state governments, and
representatives from Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) and NITI Aayog,
among others.
He said there is need to do more
tests and genome sequencing to
know about the spread of infec-
tion, adding, instructions have
been issued to do more tests,
especially in border districts --
Dakshina Kannada, Kodagu,
Chamarajanagara and Mysuru.
Karnataka government on
Tuesday issued an advisory ask-
ing people above 60 years, those
with comorbidities, pregnant
women and lactating mothers,
to wear face masks when out-
door, and to strictly avoid vis-
iting closed, poorly ventilated
spaces and crowded areas, in the
wake of current Covid-19 situ-
ation in the country and detec-
tion of JN.1 sub variant in
neighbouring Kerala.
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An interdisciplinary team
of eight researchers from

the Kerala-based PAMA
Institute for Advancement of
Archaeological Sciences is
embarking on a visit along
Egypt’s Red Sea coast and the
Nile River with the aim of
exploring the ancient mar-
itime link between India and
Egypt.
The institute is located in
Pattanam in Ernakulam dis-
trict. In a statement, the insti-
tute said the primary objective
is to explore the ancient mar-
itime connections between
India and Egypt during the
Sangam Age (300 BCE - 300
CE) and prepare a ground for

future Indo-Egyptian studies.
Historical records distinctly
reveal early interactions
between the Indian subconti-
nent and Egypt, notably dating
back to the pharaonic era,
which is prior to third centu-
ry BCE, Nehal Singh, PAMA
Research Officer, said in the
statement. Evidence such as the
utilisation of black pepper in
Ramses II’s mummification
during the 12th century BCE
illuminates this ancient con-
nection, he noted. Around the
first century BCE, the early
coastal port network of the Red
Sea and Indian Ocean wit-
nessed a significant transfor-
mation. Ships originating from
peninsular India managed to
reach Red Sea ports like
Berenike and Myos Hormos in
just 40 days, the expert
explained in the statement.
Research carried out in
Pattanam highlights the peak
phase of Indo-Roman contact
through Egypt, spanning from
100 BCE to 300 CE, it said. 
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The minimum temperature in
Kashmir stayed several degrees

below the freezing point as the val-
ley braces for ‘Chilla-i-Kalan’ -- the
40-day harshest winter period, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.
Srinagar city -- the summer capital of
Jammu and Kashmir -- recorded a low
of minus 4.4 degrees Celsius on

Tuesday night, down from the previ-
ous night’s minus 3.7 degree Celsius,
the officials said.
Pahalgam in south Kashmir’s
Anantnag district, which serves as one
of the base camps for the annual
Amarnath Yatra, recorded a minimum
temperature of minus 6.3 degrees
Celsius, they said.
The famous ski resort of Gulmarg in
Baramulla district recorded a low of

minus 4.4 degrees Celsius, the officials
said.
Qazigund recorded a low of minus 4
degree Celsius, Kokernag town saw the
minimum settle at minus 3.3 degrees
Celsius and Kupwara recorded a low
of minus 3.5 degrees Celsius.
The weather office has forecast gen-
erally dry weather over the next few
days in Kashmir as the minimum
temperature is expected to dip further.

The drop in temperature has result-
ed in freezing of many slow moving
water bodies. It has also resulted in
freezing of water supply pipes in
some areas.
With electricity supply erratic in
many areas of Kashmir, people have
resorted to use of ‘kangri’, an earth-
en firepot, to beat the chill.
The drop in temperature has result-
ed in an increase in respiratory

problems among the children and
elderly.
The ‘Chilla-i-Kalan’ is the 40-day
harshest winter period when a cold
wave grips the region and the tem-
perature drops considerably leading
to the freezing of water bodies,
including the famous Dal Lake here
as well as the water supply lines in
several parts of the valley.
The chances of snowfall are the most

frequent and maximum during this
period and most areas, especially the
higher reaches, receive heavy snow-
fall. While ‘Chillai-Kalan’ begins on
December 21 , it will end on January
31.
The cold wave continues even after
that in Kashmir with a 20-day-long
‘Chillai-Khurd’ (small cold) and a 10-
day-long ‘Chillai-Bachha’ (baby
cold). 
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The number of foreign
tourist arrivals in Goa is

picking up after a major drop
due to COVID, but is yet to
touch the pre-pandemic levels,
according to official figures. 
For the first seven months of
this calendar year, 2.81 lakh
foreign tourists arrived in the
coastal state, which is more
compared to the figures for
2021 and 2022, when the sec-
tor was hit by the coronavirus
outbreak and its aftermath. 
According to numbers pro-
vided in the Lok Sabha by the
Union tourism ministry, in
response to a question by Goa
MP Francisco Sardinha, the
year 2021 saw 22,000 foreign
travellers arriving in the state
and the number rose to 1.75
lakh in 2022.
A senior official from the state
tourism department said that

this year’s footfall - 2.81 lakh
foreign visitors - is much less
compared to the pre-pandem-
ic times. “But this is not the
case only with Goa. Overall,
there has been a drop in inter-
national travels,” he said.
The figures provided by the
Union tourism ministry to
Sardinha also said that 9.34
lakh foreign tourists arrived in
Goa in 2018, which increased
to 9.37 lakh in 2019 but then

nosedived due to COVID-19.
Amid a drop in the foreign
tourist arrivals compared to the
pre-pandemic times in Goa,
the tourism industry is banking
on the new sectors to make up
for the losses in the number of
international arrivals, said
Nilesh Shah, President of Travel
and Tourism Association of
Goa (TTAG).
Shah told PTI that the conflicts
in Ukraine-Russia and Israel-

Palestine are the main reason
for the lower number of foreign
tourists visiting Goa.
He said that there are also other
reasons, including the opening
of e-visa facilities by other
competitive markets. “It will
take time for Goa to reach the
pre-pandemic figures of inter-
national travellers,” Shah said.
Shah said that there are a lot of
tourists who now plan their
holidays in destinations like Sri
Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia and
Vietnam.
.Another state tourism depart-
ment official said that char-
tered flights from new desti-
nations like Uzbekistan have
started arriving in the state.
“Last week, a weekly flight
from Uzbekistan to Manohar
International Airport in Goa
started,” he said. The flight
Centrum Air Q6 5545 is oper-
ated by Elaine Avia in
Uzbekistan, he said. 
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Telangana will have an out-
standing debt of Rs

6,71,757 crore, including non-
guaranteed loans of corpora-
tions or institutions by the end
of FY 24 against Rs 72,658
crore in 2014, the state gov-
ernment said.
Telangana State Finances-
White Paper was tabled by the
government in the Legislative
Assembly. 
The debt servicing burden of
monies which are borrowed
on the budget and off-budget
has increased enormously and
is consuming 34 per cent of
the state’s revenue receipts
while the salaries and pen-
sions of employees consume
another 35 per cent of the
state revenue receipts, a State
Government document said
on Wednesday.
“The total debt on the books
of the State, guaranteed and

serviced by the State, guaran-
teed but not serviced by the
State, and not guaranteed and
serviced by the institutions is
Rs 6,71,757 crores,’ it said.
Further, as per budget esti-
mates for FY 2023-24, the
debt under FRBM (Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management Act, 2003) is
estimated to increase to Rs
3,89,673 crore. 
In Telangana, there is a gap of
almost 20 per cent between the
budgeted and the actual
expenditure. This figure is not
only high when compared to
other states, but also in com-
parison to the expenditure
achieved in the united Andhra
Pradesh, the document said. 
The new government is deter-
mined to implement all the six
guarantees which are promised
by the party based on which
the people of Telangana had
given the mandate for change,
it said. 
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Authenticity, values,
and goals are the cor-
nerstones of establish-

ing any mutually beneficial
partnership. Successful long-
term collaborations between
brands and influencers are
anchored in carefully
thought-out strategies and
insights.
Defining goals
Before partnering with influ-
encers, brands and advertis-
ers must identify their cam-
paign objectives, from deter-
mining KPIs to building a
streamlined workflow for
the various stages of the
campaign.
Choosing the right influ-
encer
Selecting influencers for the
campaign is one of the most
crucial steps. Choosing pro-
files that align with the
brand's values and appeal to
its target audience should be
the deciding factor. It's
important to consider factors
such as audience demo-
graphics, credibility, and con-
tent quality. The relevancy
and authenticity of the influ-
encer's content are what will
drive up the engagement
levels for your brand cam-
paign.
Ensuring creative freedom

Brands and advertisers need
to realize that influencers
have a deeper understanding
of their audience than they
do. Building genuine rela-
tionships with influencers
comes through sheer trans-
parency.
Influencers must have the
creative freedom to create
content that is impactful and
resonates with their audi-
ence. In any collaborative
effort, mutual respect and
freedom are essential. Brands
must keep influencers
informed with recent
updates, encouraging them
to create content in their
authentic style.
Steer clear of the conven-
tional
Remember, one size does
not fit all. Taking a tailored

approach that brings the tar-
get audience closer to the
influencer personas will
guarantee the success of the
campaign.
Recognize the influencer’s
strengths
Studying the strengths of
the influencers you are con-
sidering for a campaign plays
a key role in its execution. Let
the influencers bring out the
best with their creative skills.
It's not just about them; it's
their unique way of high-
lighting your product that
will drive engagement.
Try a Mix and match
approach
Having access to a mix of
micro, macro-influencers,
and niche influencers will
help you target a broader
audience, ensuring better
reach and engagement for
your campaigns.
Set up performance metrics
Before you dive deep into
executing your campaigns,
ensure you have perfor-
mance metrics in place.
What defines the success of
your influencer marketing
campaign: engagement rates,
audience growth, conver-
sion rates, brand sentiment,
or something else?
Tap on multiple channels

From podcasts to videos,
consider how you can ampli-
fy the reach and effectiveness
of brand collaborations.
Remember, it's not just influ-
encer marketing alone that
builds brand recall.
Marketing initiatives that
support your influencer mar-
keting efforts can further
propel your brand, creating
a holistic and memorable
brand experience.
Collaborative influencer
partnerships
Instagram's ecosystem
encourages collaborations
among influencers and con-
tent creators. Brands must
not miss this opportunity to
rethink content creation, har-
nessing the combined
strengths of both content
creators and brands. There
are no rules set in stone for
influencer marketing. The
best approach is to try some-
thing different. When both
parties benefit, the partner-
ships tend to last longer.
The secret sauce is taking a
collaborative approach,
which leads to authentic
conversations about your
brand among the audience.

(The writer is the founder
and CEO of icewines; views

are personal)
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Tarik is significantly important as both
countries are an acolyte of Peace and
tranquillity and Oman serves as the gate-
way link for India to West Asia. The clos-
est neighbours are members of all groups
vis-a-vis GCC, the Arab League, the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation,
and Invitee to G-20 as Special guests by
India.

Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur 
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Sir — American dictionary organisation
Merriam-Webster has recently
announced that its word of the year for
2023 is “authentic.” The word is in ges-
ticulation of the rise of Artificial
Intelligence and the spread of misinfor-
mation on social media platforms. Every
year the dictionary company publishes
its word of the year, highlighting the top-
searched terms, and this year’s word
“authentic” was a decision that it said was

driven by “stories of conversations about
AI, celebrity culture, identity, and social
media.” Although the importance of
authenticity transcends all kinds of
industries and all walks of life, it is a term
that resonates with those of us working
within the cyber-security industry in par-
ticular. Interestingly, Merriam-Webster’s
word of the year for 2022 was “gaslight-
ing”, which is a commonly misused ther-
apy buzzword, and in a way, this word
is opposite to “authentic.” Social media,
while offering unprecedented opportu-
nities for global interaction, has unfor-
tunately contributed to a culture that val-
ues quantity over quality. It is time to
strike a balance between the virtual and
the real, fostering relationships that
stand the test of authenticity.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — The Telecommunications Bill,
2023, introduced in the Lok Sabha on
Monday, proposes the first comprehen-
sive rewrite of telecommunications law
in 138 years, consolidating spectrum
rules, right of way, dispute resolution
between service providers and the
Department of Telecommunications or
local governments, and other aspects of
telecom regulation into one fresh statute.
The Bill will replace the Telegraph Act,
of 1885. Previous changes have been
enabled by other laws and incremental
amendments to the Act.
This Bill has opened the door for admin-
istrative allocation of spectrum for satel-
lite broadband services, which is the
global norm for assigning spectrum to
entities. Overall, these changes signal a
significant step towards creating a
dynamic, secure, and forward-looking
telecom environment in India, position-
ing it to effectively navigate the challenges
and opportunities of a digital future.

Jahangir Ali | Mumbai
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Sir — India and Oman have a strategic
allies together since the Cold War era.
Oman has always been an Island of
Peace, following the shared diplomacy of
mediation and moderation like India's
neutral stand in dealing with regional
and international conflicts and issues.
The first time, a close and warm India-
Oman strategic partnership was observed
in 2008 during then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh's visit to Oman and
the first Gulf country with which we have
conducted joint exercises in all three
defence precincts. Apart from Defence
and Security arrangements, Bilateral
trade, Maritime trade, and India's West
Asia policy is another important key-
stone. 
India holds the second largest market for
crude oil export after China for Oman
and in the milieu, the Rupay debit card
was also launched in 2022.  The visit of
the Sultan of Oman, Sultan Haitham Bin
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described the move by some
state governments to imple-
ment OPS as absurd as it will
prove a recipe for bankruptcy.
BJP spokesman, Sudhanshu
Trivedi had agreed with
Montek’s views and asked
Congress to ponder over their
stand about OPS which could
spell financial disaster. He
asked Congress to refrain from
spewing venom against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over
this issue.
Congress may  include OPS
in INDIA’s Agenda in 2024
Contrary to it, in a desperate
bid to improve performance in
2024, Congress may stick to its
stand about OPS and empha-
sise making a poll promise to
states and central employees.
Some of the top leaders in
AICC give statistics to prove
the impact of OPS on central
and state employees who are
bound to oppose the BJP on
this issue. Congress is opti-
mistic that a majority of more
than 4 crore 60 lakh employ-
ees and their families will vote
for the INDIA alliance if it
includes OPS in its 2024 man-
ifesto. 
Punjab and Himachal govern-

ments have implemented OPS
though they are having debt
liabilities of Rs 2.63 crore and
Rs 90,000 crore respectively.
OPS will put an additional
burden of thousands of crores
on state exchequer. 
As per data, pension liabilities
of the states account for 2.1%
of the total expenditures and
it rose by 8.9 % which is
expected to grow unhindered
in future. It is likely to go up
to 7.98 % by 2040 because it
has already witnessed an
increase of 15.90% from 2014
to 2019. The old pension
scheme (OPS) acted as a ‘sav-
iour’ to ensure the victory of
the Cong in Himachal Pradesh
in 2022 and contributed sub-
stantially to Karnataka assem-
bly polls but it miserably failed
to save the Grand Old Party
from a humiliating defeat in
state elections including
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan
which had already implement-
ed the scheme. 
Economists opine that the
insignificant impact of support
of employees to help belea-
guered Congress in three states
may act as a blessing in dis-
guise for the economy in the

states as well as the country
because OPS has got potential
to destroy the economic struc-
ture in states thereby affecting
the the the the country's ambi-
tion to emerge as a big eco-
nomic power in the world.
Employees prefer OPS as it
guarantees a lifelong pension
which is fifty per cent of the
last drawn salary. On the other
hand, NPS generates market-
linked returns without any
guarantee. The returns are
taxable whereas OPS is free
from any type of tax. Having
531.71 lakh subscribers, NPS
assets were 7.36 trillion as of
March 31, 2022, as against 5.78
trillion in 2021. Congress failed
to retain power in Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh which had
implemented OPS one year
before polls and made a
promise to revert to the old
scheme in MP also. Given the
disastrous fallout of OPS, BJP
may opt for via media there-
by making some improve-
ment in NPS and the process
may be accelerated in the
coming days.
(The writer is a political ana-

lyst and senior journalist,
Views are personal)
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It was a farsighted, extrapola-
tive and prophetic vision of
late prime minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee who made
a daring decision to replace

the old pension scheme (OPS)
with a market-driven and finan-
cially viable, national pension
scheme (NPS) in 2003, which was
not primarily dictated by short
term benefits to present genera-
tion at the cost of future genera-
tions thereby protecting the states
from an imminent fiscal distress
and economic structural col-
lapse.
Centre and RBI are opposed to
OPS
According to an article pub-
lished in a Sept. bulletin of the
Reserve Bank of India, it was
made crystal clear that states
reverting to OPS may face unsus-
tainable fiscal stress. The cumu-
lative effect of OPDS could be 4.5
times higher than NPS with an
additional burden of 0.9% of
GDP annually by 2060. The
authors have highlighted that
while OPS may be more attrac-
tive to employees, it puts a signif-
icant financial burden on the gov-
ernment, unlike NPS, which aims
to ensure good pensions while
reducing the budgetary burden.
As per research conducted 23
years back, India’s implied pen-
sion debt of centres and states
coupled with the funding gap of
the pension scheme was bound to
reach unmanageable and unsus-
tainable levels which may spell
doom for the growing economy
of the country in future.
OPS may lead to economic dis-
tress in future.
As per projection, states opting for
OPS may land in serious econom-
ic distress and the burden will
keep on multiplying every year
especially when the burden will
be exceeding lakhs of crore after
ten years. BJP leadership could
resist the pressure of its state lead-
ers to counter the Cong party's
poll promise of OPS though the
risk of losing the elections due to
employees’ annoyance loomed
large before polls. 
Prominent economists are vehe-
mently opposed to OPS as it will
have a cascading effect on the
health of the economy in future.
Montek Ahluwalia, former
deputy chairman of the now-
scrapped planning commission
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Governments, both at
the central and state
levels, are implement-

ing various initiatives nation-
wide to empower women. The
unanimous approval of the
Women's Reservation Bill in
Parliament underscores the
consensus across all political
parties on this crucial issue.
Bihar's efforts in the direction
of women's empowerment are
gaining attention as a model
for other states. The extraor-
dinary changes witnessed in
the lives of half the population
over the past two decades
deserve recognition. From
promoting girl child education
to providing 33% to 50% reser-
vation for women in local
governance and jobs, the Bihar
government has made notable
strides in involving women in
nation-building.

As a result of these initiatives,
young girls and women, who
were confined to the thresh-
olds of their homes a few
years ago, are now actively
contributing to various gov-
ernmental and non-govern-
mental offices, as well as
Panchayati Raj institutions.
The increasing number of
girls in schools and colleges
reflects the rising literacy rate
among women in the state.
The Chief Minister's Bicycle
and Uniform Scheme,
launched with much acclaim,
brought attention to Bihar's
innovative approach. Schools
that were once deserted are
now thriving with enthusias-
tic students. The regions and
communities where there was
little interest in girl child edu-
cation are now actively send-
ing their daughters to schools

and colleges. Despite numer-
ous slogans and promises, the
economic and social back-
wardness in communities
where girls’ education was
neglected has been reversed,
thanks to the successful imple-
mentation of government
schemes.
After the initiation of the
Chief Minister's Kanya Cycle

Yojana, many beneficiaries
have not only uplifted them-
selves through education but
have also secured jobs in the
Bihar Police and become
teachers . The transformation
of the lives of the girl children
in the state is not only an
exemplary case of women's
empowerment but also a bea-
con of hope for other states.

Witnessing the empowered
daughters, even parents in
rural areas now find confi-
dence, realising that daughters
are not burdens but indeed
bring prosperity to the family.
The shift in mindset is evident,
and today, daughters are cher-
ished in every household.
The success of the Bicycle
and Uniform Scheme marked
only the beginning. Bihar is
now implementing several
other schemes that play a cru-
cial role in the holistic devel-
opment and upliftment of
women. The reservation of
50% for women in the third-
tier Panchayati Raj institu-
tions has significantly con-
tributed to bridging gender
disparities. Bihar became the
first state in the country to pro-
vide 50% reservation for
women in Panchayati Raj insti-

tutions. Additionally, the gov-
ernment has ensured 35%
reservation for women in the
police force, challenging the
dominance of men. This reser-
vation has resulted in a notable
increase in the representation
of women in the Bihar Police
Force, reaching 21.21% in
2022, compared to a mere
3.4% in 2013.
In an unprecedented move,
Bihar is providing 50% reser-
vation for women in the
recruitment of teachers for
classes one to eight through the
Bihar Public Service
Commission. Furthermore,
35% of seats in secondary and
higher secondary schools are
reserved for female candi-
dates. Bihar's commitment to
women's reservation is setting
a new benchmark, and its
positive impact is visible at the

ground level. Women are now
present in every school, gov-
ernment office, and police
station, showcasing their active
participation in various
spheres of society.
Bihar's extensive array of
schemes, including the Chief
Minister's Women
Entrepreneur Scheme, Chief
Minister's Kanya Uthan
Yojana, Chief Minister's Balika
Protsahan Yojana, Janani Bal
Suraksha Yojana, and Chief
Minister's Kanya Vivah Yojana,
among others, have trans-
formed the lives of women
across urban and rural areas.
These initiatives have success-
fully altered the landscape of
women's lives in Bihar. 

(The Writer is a teacher and
a senior journalist from

Bihar. Views are personal. 
Charkha Features)
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ing $453 billion in 2022 from $9.1
billion in 1985. In comparison,
China's goods exports have grown
more than 131 times from $27 bil-
lion in 1985 to $3500 billion in
2022. 
China's merchandise exports
surged because it adopted an
export-oriented approach, spe-
cialising in industries with higher
export potential. It tried to bene-
fit from economies of scale and
focussed on SEZs and other trade-
related infrastructures like ports,
logistics and effective single-win-
dow clearing systems. China
adopted a long-term strategy of
skilling its labour force which
made technology absorption much
easier and allowed it to move up
in the global value chain, leaving
low-end products to low-wage
countries like Vietnam and
Indonesia. India could not achieve
the desired level of skilling, lead-
ing to export inefficiency.
India’s weak infrastructure contin-
ues to be a fatal flaw for the man-
ufacturing sector. Our country
uses only 3% of its GDP for infra-
structure construction each year,
as compared to China’s 20% of its
GDP. Even today, India’s surface
transportation systems simply can-
not meet the expectations of mod-
ern high-speed logistics – the
backbone of efficient manufactur-
ing. 
The manufacturing sector in India
needs to prioritize technology-dri-
ven approaches to achieve growth
and prosperity. This includes
affordable digitization and
automation, homegrown technol-
ogy, sustainability, innovation and
emerging manufacturing tech-
nologies, and adopting sustainable
practices. Automation is crucial for

success in this sector, but its adop-
tion in India remains low and
requires immediate attention. A
holistic approach that considers
product, process, and sustainabil-
ity is essential.
Micro, small, and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs) account for 36 per
cent of India’s total manufacturing
output. However, MSMEs face
several challenges, including lim-
ited market reach, lack of access to
finance, and inadequate technol-
ogy. To enhance the efficiency and
cost-effectiveness of logistic
processes, efforts should be direct-
ed towards streamlining them.
Improving energy efficiency will
also be critical for the growth of
MSMEs. Priority financing and
guidance are required to help
MSMEs grow their business in the
international marketplace. 
The startup boom is also a great
asset for the economy, as it has the
potential to bring in investments
and scale up manufacturing. A col-
laborative model that incentivizes
the industry and supports stake-
holders along the value chains is
essential for building a resilient
manufacturing sector. The focus
should be on supporting fragile
stakeholders, starting with suppli-
ers, to achieve a shared vision.
India's manufacturing industry
requires a significant investment in
infrastructure, including trans-
portation systems, power and
water supply networks, and high-
speed internet access. India has a
wealth of talent in science and
technology, and fostering innova-
tion will be key to building a strong
manufacturing sector. The govern-
ment can support this by provid-
ing funding and incentives for
research and development. To

achieve the goal of becoming a
developed country by 2047, India
needs to modernize its regulatory
system and business laws.
Simplifying regulations and reduc-
ing bureaucratic red tape can
attract more investments, as India's
regulatory environment can be
complex for manufacturers to
operate efficiently.
India has great potential in the
manufacturing sector, which can
make it an industrial superpower.
To achieve this goal, all industry
stakeholders need to work hard
and strive for competency and
competitiveness. It is also impor-
tant to encourage more young
entrepreneurs to come forward
and contribute to this dream of
making India a globally competi-
tive hub for the industry. 
In conclusion, India has the poten-
tial to emerge as a major global
player in manufacturing. The gov-
ernment has initiated various mea-
sures to strengthen the sector,
and businesses must adopt suc-
cessful strategies in uncertain
times. One such strategy is "To
grow global, go local". By focusing
on local markets with the right
incentives and infrastructure, busi-
nesses can significantly enhance
revenue streams and meet the
needs of both local and global cus-
tomers, invigorating local
economies. It is expected that
from 2024 onwards, India will be
on the verge of crossing the mile-
stone of becoming the world's
third-largest economy, with a tar-
get of $5 trillion by 2025.

(The author is Vice-Chairman of
Sonalika Group, Vice-Chairman
of the Punjab Economic Policy; 

Views expressed 
are personal)

The remarkable boost in India's
growth projections, majorly
driven by its manufacturing
sector, surging at an impressive
10.4 per cent growth in October

has turned its turbulent road into fueling
optimism and prospects. Rewinding a year
the manufacturing sector’s growth was dis-
couraging at a - 5.8 per cent. However,
from a yearly perspective, the sector
concluded the year on a robust note, dri-
ven by a resurgence in demand.  
In a year marred by geopolitical tensions,
persistent inflation, and turbulent demand
on the global stage, India's manufactur-
ing sector defied expectations by exhibit-
ing remarkable resilience. Despite the
headwinds, India stood its ground, which
was later reflected in the manufacturing
sector's performance and has been iden-
tified as a crucial driver of economic
growth. 
The government has taken several initia-
tives to strengthen the sector, such as the
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI)
schemes, robust policy thrust, and fresh
investments. However, despite these
efforts, there are still several challenges
that need to be addressed to unlock the
potential of the manufacturing sector fully.
The manufacturing industry is a crucial
component of our country's economic
activity, and it has shown signs of growth
after several quarters of subdued perfor-
mance. 
To enhance employment in this sector, we
need to increase its contribution to at least
25% of our gross domestic product
(GDP) from the current 17%. This will
require the right kind of effort and direc-
tion to achieve our ambitious export goals
of $8.3 trillion by 2047 from New India-
‘Viksit Bharat’. We are not able to derive
the full benefits of the manufacturing
industry, despite the age of liberalization,
privatization, and globalization. However,
India's goods exports have increased sig-
nificantly over the past few years, reach-
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In a stunning verdict, the
Colorado Supreme Court

has barred Donald Trump from
running for president next year
in the state citing his role in the
unprecedented attack on the
US Capitol in 2021 and ordered
the exclusion of his name from
the state’s Republican presiden-
tial primary ballot.

The disqualification of the
77-year-old former president
on Tuesday was based on the
Constitution’s 14th
Amendment, which says offi-
cials who take an oath to sup-
port the US Constitution are
banned from future office if
they “engaged in insurrection.”

The 4-3 ruling by the
seven-member Colorado
Supreme Court does not apply
outside of the state.

Trump is currently the
front-runner in the Republican
Party’s nomination process for
the race for the White House in
2024. Trump’s campaign has
vowed to appeal against the
“flawed” ruling by the Supreme
Court of Colorado in the US

Supreme Court.
The Colorado Supreme

Court upheld a trial judge’s
decision that Trump engaged in
the January 6, 2021, insurrec-
tion and also overturned her
conclusion that the ban does
not apply to the presidency.

The landmark decision
from the divided top state
court marks the first time a
court has found Trump ineli-
gible to return to the White
House due to his conduct sur-
rounding the January 6, 2021,
attack on the US Capitol, CBS
News reported.

Never before has a court
determined that a presidential
candidate is disqualified under
the Civil War-era provision
clause, it said. The state high
court stayed its ruling until
January 4 — a day before the
deadline for the state secretary
to certify the candidates for
Colorado’s March 5 primary
election.

“President Trump’s direct
and express efforts, over sever-
al months, exhorting his sup-
porters to march to the Capitol
to prevent what he falsely char-

acterised as an alleged fraud on
the people of this country were
indisputably overt and volun-
tary,” the justices wrote.

“Moreover,” they wrote,
“the evidence amply showed
that President Trump under-
took all these actions to aid and
further a common unlawful
purpose that he himself con-
ceived and set in motion: pre-
vent Congress from certifying
the 2020 presidential election
and stop the peaceful transfer
of power.”

“We conclude that because
President Trump is disqualified
from holding the office of

President under Section Three,
it would be a wrongful act
under the Election Code for the
Secretary to list President
Trump as a candidate on the
presidential primary ballot.,”
the ruling stated.

The ruling follows a
months-long challenge in the
state to the former president’s
ballot eligibility under Section
3 of the 14th Amendment,
which deems former office-
holders ineligible from running
again if they took an oath to
support the Constitution and
then engaged in “insurrection
or rebellion” against the US.

The ruling also denied
Trump’s appeal on 11 issues
and found that his actions on
January 6, including a speech
outside the White House that
morning, were not protected by
the First Amendment free
speech protections, ABC News
reported.

Trump has denied wrong-
doing regarding the January 6
insurrection and has decried
the 14th Amendment lawsuits
as an abuse of the legal process.
He is under federal and state
indictment in connection with
his attempts to overturn the
2020 election won by Joe Biden,
a Democrat, and he has plead-
ed not guilty.

Trump has attacked the
Colorado 14th Amendment
challenge — and similar such
lawsuits against him around the
country — as baseless and
anti-democratic.

A Trump spokesman has
vowed to file an appeal against
the court’s decision.

“The Colorado Supreme
Court issued a completely
flawed decision tonight .... We
have full confidence that the US

Supreme Court will quickly
rule in our favour and finally
put an end to these
unAmerican lawsuits,”
spokesman Steven Cheung said
in a statement, according to US
media reports.

Representatives for
President Biden’s re-election
campaign declined to com-
ment on the Colorado ruling.
But a senior Democrat affiliat-
ed with the campaign told
CBS News that the decision
would help Democrats by sup-
porting their argument that the
US Capitol riot was an attempt-
ed insurrection. Indian-
American Republican presi-
dential candidate Vivek
Ramaswamy came out in sup-
port of Trump on Wednesday.
Taking to social media platform
X, the 38-year-old biotech
entrepreneur pledged to with-
draw from the Colorado
Republican party primary bal-
lot until Trump is allowed to be
on the ballot.

Responding to Trump’s dis-
qualification, former South
Carolina Governor and a rival
to Trump in the Republican

primaries, Haley, said that “the
last thing we want” is judges
deciding who can and cannot
be on the presidential ballot.

“I will tell you that I don’t
think Donald Trump needs to
be president. I think I need to
be president. I think that’s
good for the country,” 51-year-
old Haley was quoted as saying
by The Des Moines Register
newspaper.

Trump lost the state of
Colorado by a wide margin in
the 2020 presidential election.
But if courts in more compet-
itive states followed suit on
Tuesday’s ruling, Trump’s
White House bid in 2024 could
face serious problems. Trump
has so far faced multiple 14th
Amendment challenges in var-
ious states. Lawsuits citing the
14th Amendment were dis-
missed by nine courts: in
Michigan, by the district court
in Colorado — leading to the
appeals battle there — and by
the Minnesota Supreme Court,
a district court in Washington
and federal courts in Arizona,
Rhode Island, New Hampshire
and Florida, the reports said.
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Washington  (PTI): Indian-
American presidential candi-
dates Nikki Haley and Vivek
Ramaswamy on Wednesday
opposed the Colorado Supreme
Court decision to disqualify
Donald Trump from the pres-
idency next year in the state
because of his role in the attack
on the US Capitol in 2021. The
disqualification of the 77-year-
old former president on
Tuesday was based on the
Constitution’s 14th
Amendment, which says offi-
cials who take an oath to sup-
port the US Constitution are
banned from future office if
they “engaged in insurrection.”

Trump is currently the
front-runner in the Republican
Party’s nomination process for
the race for the White House in
2024.

Responding to Trump’s dis-
qualification, two-term former
South Carolina Governor and
a rival to Trump in the
Republican primaries, Haley,
said that “the last thing we
want” is judges deciding who
can and cannot be on the pres-
idential ballot.

“I will tell you that I don’t
think Donald Trump needs to
be president. I think I need to
be president. I think that’s good
for the country,” 51-year-old
Haley was quoted as saying by
The Des Moines Register news-
paper.  “But I will beat him fair
and square. We don’t need to
have judges making these deci-
sions; we need voters to make
these decisions,” said the former
US Ambassador to the UN.

“I want to see this in the
hands of the voters,” Haley
said, adding, “We’re going to
win this the right way; we’re
going to do what we need to do,
but the last thing we want is
judges telling us who can and
can’t be on the ballot.”
Meanwhile, Ramaswamy, 38,
pledged to withdraw from the
Colorado Republican party pri-
mary ballot until Trump eligi-
bility is restored.

Taking to social media plat-
form X, the biotech entrepre-
neur called upon other
Republican Party primary
opponents to take the same
stand.“I pledge to withdraw
from the Colorado GOP prima-
ry ballot until Trump is also
allowed to be on the ballot.,” he
said.
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China has stepped up rescue
and relief work in the earth-

quake-hit areas of Gansu and
Qinghai provinces in the coun-
try’s northwest where the death
toll on Wednesday climbed to
134 with over 980 injured.
Amidst the biting cold, rescuers
were making frantic efforts to
pull those who were still stuck
under the rubble of collapsed
structures. Monday’s 6.2-magni-
tude earthquake killed 113 peo-
ple and injured 782 others in
Gansu Province, officials told
media in Jishishan county, which
witnessed widespread destruc-
tion.

The earthquake, the worst in
nine years, also has claimed 18
lives in neighbouring Qinghai
Province, with 16 people still
missing, local authorities said. A
total of 14,939 homes had col-
lapsed and 2,07,204 homes were
damaged, affecting 1,45,736 peo-
ple from 37,162 households in

Gansu, the state-run Xinhua
news agency reported.

Over 4,500 rescuers from
the provincial public security
department, fire department,
and the military, as well as more
than 820 vehicles, were dis-
patched to the disaster area to
search every corner for sur-
vivors. A total of 87,076 people

from 20,457 households have
been temporarily relocated to
safe places.

In Qinghai province nestled
in the hills north-east of Tibet
region, survivors were anxious as
rescuers approached the remote
villages to pull the people buried
under the rubble of their build-
ings.
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Hamas’ top leader arrived in
Cairo on Wednesday for

talks on the war in Gaza, where
the militant group is putting up
stiff resistance after more than
10 weeks of heavy Israeli bom-
bardment and fierce urban
combat that has killed nearly
20,000 Palestinians. The visit by
Ismail Haniyeh came a day
after Hamas fired rockets that
set off air raid sirens in central
Israel, a show of strength dur-
ing a war that has devastated
much of northern Gaza and
driven some 1.9 million
Palestinians — nearly 85 per
cent of the population — from
their homes.

Israel has called on the rest
of the world to blacklist Hamas
as a terrorist organization, say-
ing it must be eradicated in the
wake of its October 7 rampage
across southern Israel that trig-
gered the war. But the sides
have recently relaunched indi-
rect talks, mediated by Egypt
and Qatar, aimed at instituting
another cease-fire and freeing
more hostages captured in that

attack in exchange for
Palestinians imprisoned by
Israel. Despite a flurry of activ-
ity by high-level officials in
recent days, the two sides
appeared to be far from an
agreement. Hamas said in a
statement that Haniyeh would
discuss the war with Egyptian
officials, without providing
more details.

Egypt, along with Qatar —
where Haniyeh is believed to be
based — helped mediate a
weeklong cease-fire in
November in which Hamas
freed over 100 hostages in
exchange for Israel’s release of
240 Palestinian prisoners.
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Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant said on Tuesday that
Israeli forces were entering
Hamas’ tunnel network in
northern Gaza as part of a
“final clearing” of militants
from the region. The densely
built urban north — including
Gaza City, the territory’s largest
— has seen ferocious fighting,
with Palestinian health officials

reporting dozens of people
killed in bombardment in
recent days.

Gallant said that in south-
ern Gaza, operations will take
“months,” including the mili-
tary’s assault on Khan Younis,
the enclave’s second-largest
city. “We will not stop until we
reach our goals,” he said.

The Health Ministry in
Hamas-run Gaza said on
Tuesday the death toll since the
start of the war had risen to
more than 19,600. It does not
distinguish between civilian
and combatant deaths.

Hamas and other militants
abducted some 240 people in
the October 7 attack. They are
still holding an estimated 129
captives after most of the rest,
mainly women and children,
were released last month.

Israel’s military says 131 of
its soldiers have been killed in
the Gaza ground offensive.
Israel says it has killed some
7,000 militants, without provid-
ing evidence, and blames civil-
ian deaths on Hamas, saying it
uses them as human shields
when it fights in residential

areas.
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UN Security Council
members are negotiating an
Arab-sponsored resolution to
halt the fighting in some way
to allow for an increase in des-
perately needed humanitarian
aid deliveries to Gaza. A vote
on the resolution, first sched-
uled for Monday, was pushed
back again until Wednesday as
talks continued in the hopes of
getting the US to abstain or
vote “yes” on the resolution
after it vetoed an earlier cease-
fire call.

France, the United
Kingdom and Germany —
some of Israel’s closest allies —
joined global calls for a cease-
fire over the weekend. In Israel,
protesters have called for nego-
tiations with Hamas to facilitate
the release of scores of hostages
still held by the group. Israel
says it will keep fighting until
it has removed Hamas from
power, dismantled its armed
wing and returned all the
hostages.
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British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak on Wednesday wel-

comed the “good news” of
falling prices ahead of the
Christmas holiday period as
official statistics revealed that
inflation had dropped to 3.9
per cent, hitting the lowest level
for the economy over two
years. It comes as some much-
needed festive cheer for the
British Indian leader who had
made halving inflation one of
his top priorities at the start of
the year, when it was hovering
around the 11 per cent mark.

According to the Office for
National Statistics (ONS), infla-
tion – or the rate at which
prices are rising in the UK
economy – dropped from 4.6
per cent last month and is now
under double the 2 per cent tar-
get aimed for by policymakers
at the Bank of England. “

A year ago inflation was at
11.1 per cent. Today, it’s down
to 3.9 per cent. This is good
news for everyone in this coun-
try,” said Sunak in a social
media post.

The ONS said that falling
petrol prices and slowing prices
for food and household goods
were largely behind the drop in
inflation.  However, experts
point out that many house-
holds will not feel better off any
time soon as energy bills and
borrowing costs remain high.
“Inflation has more than

halved, from over 11 per cent
to 3.9 per cent – so we can see
the plan is working,” said UK
Chancellor Jeremy Hunt.

“With inflationary pres-
sures easing, alongside the
major business tax cuts I
announced in the autumn
statement, we are back on the
path to healthy sustainable
growth...Once you do the hard
work to squeeze inflation out of
the system, you can start look-
ing forward to the kind of
growth that will see people’s
wages go up,” he said. 

It is being dubbed as an
early Christmas present for
the Sunak-led government
which is lagging behind most
of its other targets set for the
year, such as stopping the boats
of illegal migrants crossing the
English Channel and cutting
long waiting lists for medical
procedures on the state-fund-
ed National Health Service
(NHS).
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European Union leaders and top offi-
cials hailed on Wednesday a major

breakthrough in talks on new rules to con-
trol migration, but critics said the reforms
will weaken the rights of asylum-seekers
and encourage more morally dubious
deals with countries that people leave to
get to Europe.   After overnight talks, vis-
ibly exhausted EU lawmakers emerged
expressing relief that agreement was
found “on the core political elements” of
the Pact on Asylum and Migration — a
major overhaul of rules that many hope
will address the challenges posed by
migrant arrivals over the last decade.

“It’s truly a historic day,” said European
Parliament President Roberta Metsola,
flanked by lawmakers responsible for the
key parts of the agreement. With migra-
tion likely to be a hot campaign issue
ahead of EU elections next June, Metsola
said, it was vital to make a breakthrough.

“Let’s not underestimate the risk if we
had not reached such a deal,” she told
reporters. “This means, hopefully, that
member states will feel less inclined to
reintroduce internal borders because the
influx is being managed.”

The pact was touted as the answer to

the EU’s migration woes when it was made
public in September 2020. The bloc’s old
rules collapsed in 2015 after well over 1
million people arrived in Europe without
authorisation. Most were fleeing war in
Syria or Iraq.

But little progress was made on the
pact as the member states bickered over
which country should take charge of
migrants when they arrive and whether
other countries should be obligated to
help.

In recent weeks, negotiators bridged
differences on rules concerning the
screening of migrants arriving without
authorisation -– facial images and finger-
prints will be quickly taken, including
from children from the age of six -– and
the ways that this biometric data can be
used.

Agreement was also found on which
EU countries should handle asylum appli-
cations, the procedures for doing so, and
what kinds of mandatory support other
countries must provide to nations strug-
gling to cope with migrant arrivals,
notably in “crisis situations.”

In a post on X, formerly Twitter, the
European Council on Refugees and Exiles
– a migrant rights umbrella body –
slammed the rules as “Byzantine in their

complexity and Orban-esque in their
cruelty,” a reference to Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban, who erected
razor-wire fences to keep migrants out.

But lawmakers were more sanguine.
Noting that he and fellow negotiators had
“not slept a wink in the last couple of days,”
Spanish Socialist EU lawmaker Juan
Fernando Lopez Aguilar explained that
merely agreeing a deal could be seen as a
victory, and that “no one can come out of
this negotiation entirely happy.”

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
described it as “a very important decision”
that will “relieve the burden on countries
that are particularly affected — including
Germany.”

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Sánchez told his country’s parliament that
the pact “will allow us to have an
improved, more humane and better coor-
dinated management of our frontiers
and migration flows.”

Dutch caretaker Prime Minister Mark
Rutte said the deal improves “control over
migration” with “better asylum procedures
at the external borders of the EU.” Far-
right lawmaker Geert Wilders aims to
replace Rutte after sweeping to victory in
last month’s elections on an anti-migra-
tion platform.
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Hidden inside the founda-
tion of popular artificial

intelligence image-generators
are thousands of images of
child sexual abuse, according
to a new report that urges
companies to take action to
address a harmful flaw in the
technology they built. Those
same images have made it
easier for AI systems to pro-
duce realistic and explicit
imagery of fake children as
well as transform social media
photos of fully clothed real
teens into nudes, much to the
alarm of schools and law
enforcement around the
world.

Until recently, anti-abuse
researchers thought the only
way that some unchecked AI
tools  produced abusive
imagery of children was by
essentially combining what
they’ve learned from two sep-

arate buckets of online images
- adult pornography and
benign photos of kids.

But the Stanford Internet
Observatory found more than
3,200 images of suspected
child sexual abuse in the giant
AI database LAION, an index
of online images and captions
that’s been used to train lead-
ing AI image-makers such as
Stable Diffusion.

The watchdog group
based at Stanford University
worked with the Canadian
Centre for Child Protection
and other anti-abuse charities
to identify the illegal materi-
al and report the original
photo links to law enforce-
ment.

The response was imme-
diate. On the eve of the
Wednesday release of the
Stanford Internet
Observatory’s report, LAION
told The Associated Press it
was temporarily removing its

datasets.
LAION, which stands for

the nonprofit Large-scale
Artificial Intelligence Open
Network, said in a statement
that it “has a zero tolerance
policy for illegal content and
in an abundance of caution,
we have taken down the
LAION datasets to ensure
they are safe before republish-
ing them”.

While the images account
for just a fraction of LAION’s
index of some 5.8 billion
images, the Stanford group
says it is likely influencing the
ability of AI tools to generate
harmful outputs and rein-
forcing the prior abuse of
real victims who appear mul-
tiple times.

It’s not an easy problem to
fix, and traces back to many
generative AI projects being
“effectively rushed to market”
and made widely accessible
because the field is so com-

petitive, said Stanford Internet
Observatory’s chief technolo-
gist  David Thiel ,  who
authored the report. 

“Taking an entire inter-
net-wide scrape and making
that dataset to train models is
something that should have
been confined to a research
operation, if anything, and is
not something that should
have been open-sourced with-
out a lot more rigorous atten-
tion,” Thiel said in an inter-
view. 

A prominent LAION user
that helped shape the dataset’s
development is London-based
startup Stability AI, maker of
the Stable Diffusion text-to-
image models. 

New versions of Stable
Diffusion have made it much
harder to create harmful con-
tent, but an older version
introduced last year - which
Stability AI says it didn’t
release - is still baked into

other applications and tools
and remains “the most popu-
lar model for generating
explicit imagery,” according to
the Stanford report.  “We
can’t take that back. That
model is in the hands of
many people on their local
machines,”  said Lloyd
Richardson, director of infor-
mation technology at the
Canadian Centre for Child
Protection,  which runs
Canada’s hotline for reporting
online sexual exploitation.

Stabil ity  AI on
Wednesday said it only hosts
filtered versions of Stable
Diffusion and that “since tak-
ing over the exclusive devel-
opment of Stable Diffusion,
Stability AI has taken proac-
tive steps to mitigate the risk
of misuse”. “Those filters
remove unsafe content from
reaching the models,” the
company said in a prepared
statement. 

Aboard The USS Gerald R
Ford (AP): US Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin flew
out to the USS Gerald R
Ford aircraf t  carr ier
Wednesday to meet with the
sailors he has ordered to
remain at sea to prevent the
Israel-Hamas war f rom
spilling over into a deadlier
regional conflict. Austin was
in the region to press Israel to
shift its bombardment of
Gaza to a more limited cam-
paign and more quickly tran-
sition to address Palestinian
civilians’ dire humanitarian
needs.  At the same time, the
US has been concerned that
Israel will launch a similar
military operation along its
northern border with
Lebanon to expel Hezbollah
militants there, potentially
opening a second front and
widening the war.

�	���	�������
��4%���	,����	�,�&�	"�������������	������%�"	����������	�������	
	���5%��	�����%�	�����4��&��� ����&	��	�����	)����������������	��	��(����6�
7���%��� ��!	,��	��	����8� ������

2�?�	���	$����(	>*	�����"�	$��?�	
��	��"��	��	��3�����	��	�������
��� ������

An artificial intelligence
system can’t be registered

as the inventor of a patent,
Britain’s Supreme Court ruled
Wednesday in a decision that
denies machines the same
status as humans. The UK’s
highest court concluded that
“an inventor must be a person”
to apply for patents under the
current law. The decision was
the culmination of American
technologist Stephen Thaler’s
long-running British legal bat-
tle to get his AI, dubbed
DABUS, listed as the inventor
of two patents.

Thaler claims DABUS
autonomously created a food
and drink container and a
light beacon and that he’s
entitled to rights over its
inventions. Tribunals in the
US and the European Union

have rejected similar applica-
tions by Thaler.

The UK Intel lectual
Property Office rejected
Thaler’s application in 2019,
saying it’s unable to officially
register DABUS as the inven-
tor because it’s not a person.
After lower courts sided with
the patent office, Thaler took
his appeal to the Supreme
Court, where a panel of judges
unanimously dismissed the
case. The judges said DABUS

is “not a person, let alone a
natural person and it did not
devise any relevant inven-
tion”. Legal experts said the
case shows how Britain’s laws
haven’t kept up with technol-
ogy and that policies should
be updated given the breath-
taking recent developments
made by artificial intelligence,
underscored by generative AI
systems like OpenAI’s
ChatGPT that can rapidly
spew out new poems, songs
and computer code. “As AI
systems continue to advance
in sophistication and capabil-
ity, there is no denying their
ability to generate new and
non-obvious products and
processes with minimal, or
perhaps even without any,
ongoing human input,” said
Nick White, a partner at law
firm Charles Russell
Speechlys.
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Bangladesh’s main opposi-
tion BNP on Wednesday

called for a “non-cooperation”
movement against the Awami
League-led government, urging
people not to pay taxes and
utility bills, as Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina launched her
poll campaign amid political
unrest ahead of the January 7
elections.

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) and its mostly far-
right allies allege that no elec-
tion under the incumbent dis-
pensation would be fair and
demand the restoration of a
non-party interim government
for election oversight by
amending the country’s
Constitution.

“There is no alternative to
the launch of non-cooperation
of all sorts to establish the
rights of every citizen,” BNP
spokesman Ruhul Kabir Rizvi
told a virtual press conference.

He urged people to start
the civil disobedience from
Wednesday itself by suspend-
ing payment of taxes, and
water, gas and electricity bills as
part of the movement.

“We urge the countrymen
to stick to the demands and
boycott the farcical vote,” Rizvi
said, adding that he is appeal-
ing on behalf of the BNP’s ail-
ing chairperson and former
premier Khaleda Zia’s son
Tarique Rahman, who now
lives in London. Rahman is
BNP’s acting president.

Several Bangladeshi courts
declared Rahman a “fugitive” as
he took refuge in the UK to
evade jail terms for several
criminal charges, including a
grenade attack on a rally of the
then-opposition Awami League
in 2004 in which 24 people
were killed.

Hasina narrowly escaped
the attack, which also wound-
ed some 500 of her party lead-
ers, activists and supporters.

Zia, 79, was also
convicted and jailed on two
graft charges with a 17-year jail
term. However, she is now in a
hospital with multiple health
issues.

Meanwhile, in her maiden
election rally in northeastern

Sylhet after visiting the shrine
of Hazrat Shahjalal, Prime
Minister Hasina warned the
BNP: “If you play with fire, you
will burn your hand.”

“The black sheep
(Rahman) sits in London and
gives orders. In turn, people are
burned and killed here,” she
said.

Asking the people to vote
for ‘Boat’, her party’s symbol, in
the upcoming elections, Hasina
said it is “the Prophet Noah’s
Boat”. “This is the boat that
saved the human race (and) the
people of Bangladesh got free-
dom by voting for the boat in
1971,” she said.

“We talked about building
a Digital Bangladesh and we
did that. Now, we will build a
smart Bangladesh...there will be
no homeless and landless peo-
ple,” said Hasina, accompa-
nied by her senior cabinet and
party colleagues. Chief Election
Commissioner Kazi Habibul
Awal, meanwhile, said the cur-
rent scenario did not suggest
the elections to be very compet-
itive but the election commis-
sion and the candidates should
make it competitive to draw
voters to the polls centres.

“We are hopeful to hold a
successful election,” Awal said
in a brief comment after a
meeting with the candidates in
northwestern Rajshahi.

The BNP is boycotting the
election after its demand for an
interim non-party neutral gov-
ernment to organise the voting
was rejected by Hasina’s gov-
ernment. The party had boy-
cotted the 2014 election but

took part in 2018 polls.
With the BNP boycotting

the election, and no other
credible opposition party
against it, Hasina’s Awami
League is likely to gain an
upper hand and likely to form
the government for the fourth
consecutive term. Since
October 29, the BNP has been
holding intermittent nation-
wide strikes and transport
blockades to press for their
demand for elections under a
neutral government, which the
ruling party rejected saying
the poll would be held in line
with the existing Constitution.

According to a media tally,
11 people died and 376 vehicles
were torched in the past two
months in political violence.
Police arrested thousands of
opposition activists and figures,
including de-facto BNP leader
and party secretary general
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir,
over charges of violence.

In the latest such violence,
unidentified persons on
Tuesday set on fire a passenger
train in Dhaka in which four
people, including a child, were
killed. 

The arson attack on the
train was the fifth such incident
in the past month and the
deadliest so far in terms of
casualties. 

Last week, one passenger
was killed and dozens wound-
ed as saboteurs uprooted rail-
way tracks which resulted in
the derailment of seven car-
riages of a train in Gazipur on
the outskirts of the national
capital. 
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Singapore (PTI): The number
of COVID-19 infections in
Singapore appear to have
plateaued over the past week,
but experts have urged people
to be cautious and mask up in
crowded enclosed places as a
precaution. Last week,
Singapore’s Ministry of Health
(MOH) reported a 75 per cent
jump with 56,043 cases, com-
pared with 32,035 cases in the
previous week. The seven-day
moving average of the infection
was 7,870 on December 12
and decreased slightly to 7,730
on December 17, The Straits
Times newspaper reported.

Experts have urged people
to be socially responsible and
mask up in crowded, enclosed
places, even if they feel well,
since the transmission of the
virus occurs a day or two before
symptoms appear.

“It’ll be a bell curve con-
founded by Christmas parties,”
Professor Dale Fisher, a senior
infectious diseases consultant at
the National University
Hospital (NUH), said. “You
don’t know if it’s peaked until
after it’s peaked,” he was quot-
ed as saying by the newspaper
on Tuesday.

While the numbers remain
high, experts say it is not a cause
for concern, even though seri-
ous illness and deaths tend to
lag infection figures. In the
week of December 3, a total of
9,763 people were hospitalised,
and 23 were admitted to inten-
sive care units (ICU).

The health ministry is pro-
viding daily updates of the
COVID-19 infection figures
from December 19 “to provide
the latest information on the sit-
uation during this period of
surge in cases”. Professor Paul
Tambyah of the NUH, presi-
dent of the International Society
for Infectious Diseases, said
people do not need to worry
about rising COVID-19 infec-
tions. Instead, they should “just
be sensible about taking precau-
tions about their health, not go
to work or school if they are
unwell and seek medical atten-
tion instead,” Tambyah said.
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After blunting Ukraine’s
counteroffensive from the

summer, Russia is building up
its resources for a new stage of
the war over the winter, which
could involve trying to extend
its gains in the east and deal sig-
nificant blows to the country’s
vital infrastructure. Russian
President Vladimir Putin
seems to be hoping that relent-
less military pressure, com-
bined with changing Western
political dynamics and a glob-
al focus on the Israeli-Hamas
war, will drain support for
Ukraine in the nearly 2-year-
old war and force Kyiv to yield
to Moscow’s demands. 

“As far as the Russian lead-
ership is concerned, the con-
frontation with the West has
reached a turning point: The
Ukrainian counteroffensive has
failed, Russia is more confident
than ever, and the cracks in
Western solidarity are spread-
ing,” said Tatiana Stanovaya,
senior fellow with Carnegie
Russia Eurasia Center, in a

recent analysis.
An aid package for Ukraine

has stalled in the US Congress
as Republicans insist on link-
ing any more money to US-
Mexico border security changes
opposed by Democrats. The
European Union last week
failed to agree on a USD 54 bil-
lion package in financial help
that Ukraine desperately needs.

Amid these signs of fraying
Western support, Russia has
ramped up its pressure on
Ukrainian forces on several
parts of the more than 1,000-
kilometre front line.

“The Russian military since
October has been trying to

seize initiative across the front
in a couple of areas,” said
Michael Kofman, a military
expert with the Carnegie
Endowment.

Ukraine’s military needs
to reconstitute and regenerate
its combat effectiveness after a
gruelling five-month coun-
teroffensive, he said.

“Ukrainian forces, while
motivated, are exhausted,”
Kofman said in a recent pod-
cast. “They’ve lost a lot of
units of action. They’ve lost a
lot of assault capable troops.”

One area where Russia has
maintained steady pressure is
the northeastern city of
Kupiansk, a strategically impor-
tant rail hub that Moscow cap-
tured early in the war and then
lost in a Ukrainian counterof-
fensive in September 2022.
While Russian forces have
failed to make any significant
gains in the area, Ukraine has
had to maintain a significant
force to protect the city.

Starting in early October,
Russian troops also have
launched an offensive around

Avdiivka, a town near Donetsk,
the centre of the region that was
seized by Moscow-backed
rebels in 2014 and illegally
annexed by Russia in 2022
with three other Ukrainian
regions.

Ukraine has built multiple
defenses in Avdiivka, complete
with concrete fortifications and
a web of underground tunnels,
allowing them to repel fierce
Russian attacks. 

Despite massive losses,
Russian troops have inched
forward steadily, seeking to
envelop Avdiivka and cut
Ukrainian supply lines.

That battle has evolved
into a gruesome grind for both
parties and has been com-
pared to the fighting for
Bakhmut, the war’s longest
and bloodiest battle that ended
with Russia capturing it in
May.

The Kremlin and the
Russian Defense Ministry are
silent about specific plans, but
some Russian war bloggers say
Moscow could launch a mas-
sive offensive of its own to forge

deep into Ukrainian territory.
Others warn, however, that

the Russian military lacks
resources for any such big
push, saying that would require
many more troops and
weapons, exposing it to the
same risks that doomed initial
Russian attempts to capture
Kyiv and other cities in the
northeast at the start of the war.

In that botched attack,
Russian armoured convoys
stretched along highways lead-
ing to the capital, becoming
easy prey for Ukrainian drones
and artillery. Such setbacks
forced the Kremlin to switch to
a defensive strategy along the
front line.

Putin is eager to show bat-
tlefield gains as he faces reelec-
tion in March.  

He said last week that
Russia has 617,000 fighters in
Ukraine, a number that many
war bloggers see as far short of
the kind of massive force need-
ed to strike deep into Ukraine.
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
says his ground forces number
about 600,000.
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North Korea and Russia
clashed with the United

States, South Korea and their
allies at an emergency UN
Security Council meeting on
Tuesday on Pyongyang’s latest
intercontinental ballistic missile
launch, which it called “a warn-
ing counter-measure” to threats
from the US and other hostile
forces.North Korean
Ambassador Kim Song said
this is “the most dangerous
year” in the military-security
landscape on the Korean
Peninsula, pointing to stepped
up US-South Korean military
exercises and the US deploy-
ment of nuclear-powered sub-
marines and other nuclear
assets to the area that have
raised a “nuclear war danger”.

The US and nine allies
pointed to five North Korean
ICBM launches, over 25 ballis-
tic missiles launches and three
satellite launches using ballis-
tic missile technology this year,
violating multiple Security
Council resolutions and threat-
ening “the peace and stability
of its neighbours and the inter-
national community”. In a
statement read just before the

council meeting by US deputy
ambassador Robert Wood, sur-
rounded by diplomats from the
other countries, the 10 coun-
tries condemned the latest
ICBM launch on December 17
and all launches before it.

North Korea’s Song urged
the international community to
think about North Korea’s secu-
rity concerns, calling its
counter-measures an “absolute-
ly reasonable, normal and
reflective response” in exercise
of its legitimate right to self-
defence.

He warned the US and
South Korea that if they contin-
ue “with their reckless and
irresponsible military threat”,
North Korea’s armed forces
“will never remain an onlook-
er to it and the provokers will
be held entirely responsible
for all the consequences”.

North Korea will also “con-
tinue to build up its strategic
power of a more advanced
type to contain and control any
threat from the US and its fol-
lowers with immediate, over-
whelming and decisive
counter-measures”, Song
warned.

The Security Council
imposed sanctions after North

Korea’s first nuclear test explo-
sion in 2006 and tightened
them over the years in a total
of 10 resolutions seeking — so
far unsuccessfully — to cut
funds and curb its nuclear and
ballistic missile programmes.

The last sanctions resolu-
tion was adopted by the coun-
cil in December 2017. China
and Russia vetoed a US-spon-
sored resolution in May 2022
that would have imposed new
sanctions over a spate of inter-
continental ballistic missile
launches. And the two veto-
wielding council members have
blocked any council action,

including media statements,
since then.

The 10 countries —
Albania, Ecuador, France,
Japan, Malta, South Korea,
Slovenia, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom and the
United States — said silence
from the Security Council
“sends the wrong message to
Pyongyang and all prolifera-
tors.”

They urged North Korea to
abandon its unlawful nuclear
and ballistic missile programs,
“and instead invest in feeding
the people in North Korea” and
engage in diplomacy. 
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Geneva (PTI): The World Health
Organisation has classified COVID-19
strain JN.1 as a separate “variant of inter-
est” given its rapidly increasing spread but
said that it poses a “low” global public health
risk. The JN.1 variant was previously clas-
sified as a variant of interest (VOI) as part
of the BA.2.86 sublineages, the parent lin-
eage that is classified as a VOI, the world
body said on Tuesday.

However, in recent weeks, JN.1 contin-
ues to be reported in multiple countries, and
its prevalence has rapidly increased glob-
ally. India has also reported its first case of

the JN.1 variant.
It now represents the vast majority of

BA.2.86 descendent lineages reported to the
Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza
Data (GISAID), according to the World
Health Organisation (WHO).

“Due to its rapidly increasing spread,
WHO is classifying JN.1 as a separate vari-
ant of interest (VOI) from the parent lin-
eage BA.2.86,” the global health body said
in a post on X. The WHO evaluated the
additional global public health risk posed
by JN.1 as “low, based on the available yet
limited evidence,” but warned, “It is antic-

ipated that this variant may cause an
increase in SARS-CoV-2 cases amid a surge
of infections of other viral and bacterial
infections, especially in countries entering
the winter season.”The JN.1 variant has been
reported in the USA, China, Singapore and
India, according to India’s Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare. Seven cases of
the variant have been reported from
China.The strain has caused an uptick of
cases in various countries, including
Singapore, which reported a 75 per cent
jump with 56,043 cases last week, accord-
ing to its Ministry of Health (MOH).
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Bangkok (AP): An ethnic
armed group in northeastern
Myanmar has seized a major
crossing point for trade along
the Chinese border, residents
and media reports said. The
border gate in Laukkaing
township, the capital of the
Kokang Self-Administered
Zone in the northern part of
Shan state, became the fifth
crossing seized by the group
since it launched a coordinat-
ed offensive on October 27
with two other ethnic armed
groups. The Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army,
which took control of the cross-
ing, joined with the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army and
the Arakan Army for the offen-
sive that began in October and
call themselves the Three
Brotherhood Alliance.
Laukkaing is known for hosting
major organized criminal enter-
prises including cyberscam
operations controlled by
Chinese investors in cooperation
with local Myanmar warlords.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan’s
jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan will contest the
upcoming general elections from
at least three constituencies
despite conviction and incarcer-
ation, his party announced on
Wednesday. On August 5, the
71-year-old former cricketer-
turned-politician was convicted
by a trial court in Islamabad in
the Toshakahana corruption
case filed by the Election
Commission of Pakistan and
arrested.

The verdict meant the
founding chairman of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party was disqualified from con-
testing elections for five years.
However, days later the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
suspended his three-year sen-
tence and he remains in jail in
other cases. His conviction has
not been set aside so far, making
him ineligible for any public
office.

However, undeterred by the
legal hurdles, PTI leader Ali
Zafar said that Khan would
contest in the February 8 gener-
al election. “We want to inform
you that Imran Khan will con-
test elections from at least three
constituencies and we hope that
the IHC will announce its judg-
ment soon in the Toshakhana
case, as the election schedule has

been issued,” Zafar told the
media outside Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi. Newly-appointed
PTI chief Barrister Gohar Khan
said that Khan would contest
from the Lahore, Islamabad and
Mianwali constituencies.

Gohar added that Khan
would be provided with his
nomination papers tomorrow,
vowing that “Khan sahib will
contest these polls, God willing”.
He said he too would participate
in the upcoming polls from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Buner
constituency. Khan was disqual-
ified by the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
for five years from holding any
public office following the
Toshakhana case verdict after he
was found guilty of corrupt
practices under Section 167 of
the Elections Act, 2017. 
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Bangkok (AP): Ding Zhongfu
was awakened by loud pound-
ing on his door. Five policemen
greeted Ding, an elder in a
Chinese church. The officers
pinned him to the wall that
Thursday morning in
November and interrogated
him while searching the apart-
ment he shared with his wife,
Ge Yunxia, and their 6-year old
daughter.

Ding’s family now pleads
for his release after he was
taken from his home in China’s
central Anhui province on
suspicion of fraud. In their first
public comments on the case,
the family denies that Ding
committed any fraud. Instead,
they told The Associated Press
in an interview, it is part of a
wider crackdown on religious
freedoms in China.

Four others were detained,
all senior members of the
Ganquan church, a name that
means “Sweet Spring”, accord-
ing to the family. All were
taken on suspicion of fraud,
according to a bulletin from
the church. “Under the fabri-
cated charge of fraud, many
Christians faced harsh perse-
cution,” said Bob Fu, the
founder of a US-based
Christian rights group,
ChinaAid, who is advocating
for Ding’s release.
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty went
into a tailspin after hitting

their fresh all-time high levels
on Wednesday, closing down
by over 1 per cent as investors
cashed in on the recent rally.
Erasing all its early gains, the
30-share BSE Sensex crashed
930.88 points or 1.30 per cent
to settle at 70,506.31.
The index opened higher and
later gained 475.88 points or
0.66 per cent to hit its all-time
high of 71,913.07. However,
across the board selling
dragged the barometer down
from record highs and it
dropped to a low of 70,302.60.
The Nifty fell by 302.95 points

or 1.41 per cent to 21,150.15.
During the day, it climbed
139.9 points or 0.65 per cent to
reach its record high of 21,593.
"The domestic market saw a
sharp and abrupt sell-off in the
second half, despite the positive
trend in global peers. This is
attributable to profit-booking
from the recent sharp rally
stretching valuations of mid
and small-cap stocks. The
recent uptick in crude prices
prompted investors to book
profits," said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services.
All the 30 Sensex shares, except
for HDFC Bank, closed in the
red. Tata Steel fell the most by
4.21 per cent. NTPC, Tata
Motors, HCL Technologies,

Mahindra & Mahindra, State
Bank of India, Power Grid,
Tech Mahindra, Larsen &
Toubro and JSW Steel also
declined.
HDFC Bank was the only gain-
er from the pack.
"Markets witnessed a bout of

profit-taking and lost nearly
one and a half per cent. After
the initial uptick, Nifty hovered
in a range in the first half how-
ever a sharp cut in the heavy-
weights across sectors com-
pletely turned the tone," said
Ajit Mishra, SVP - Technical

Research, Religare Broking Ltd.
All the indices ended lower,
with utilities tumbling 4.65
per cent, telecommunication
plummeting 4.36 per cent,
power declining by 4.33 per
cent, services falling by 4.20 per
cent, metal (3.57 per cent),

commodities (3.51 per cent),
industrials (2.85 per cent), cap-
ital goods (2.83 per cent) and
consumer discretionary (2.55
per cent).
A total of 3,177 stocks declined
while 658 advanced and 86
remainded unchanged.
In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo
and Hong Kong settled in the
positive territory while
Shanghai ended lower.
European markets were trading
mostly lower. The US markets
ended in the green on Tuesday.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude jumped 0.76 per cent to
USD 79.83 a barrel. Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
offloaded equities worth Rs
601.52 crore on Tuesday,
according to exchange data.
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Shares of pencil maker
DOMS Industries Ltd made

a dream stock market debut on
Wednesday and ended with a
huge premium of over 68 per
cent against the issue price of
Rs 790.
The stock listed at Rs 1,400 on
both BSE and NSE, reflecting
a jump of 77.21 per cent from
the issue price.
During the day, the stock
zoomed 81.55 per cent to Rs
1,434.25 on the BSE. Shares of
the company finally ended at
Rs 1,330.85, up 68.46 per cent.
At NSE, it jumped 81.51 per
cent to Rs 1,434 during the day.
The stock ended at Rs 1,302.95,
climbing 64.93 per cent.
The company commanded a
market valuation of Rs 8,076.56
crore.
In traded volume terms, 7.76
lakh shares of the company
were traded at the BSE and over
1.46 crore shares at the NSE
during the day.
The initial share sale of DOMS

Industries received 93.40 times
subscription on the final day of
bidding on Friday, driven by
overwhelming participation
from institutional buyers.
The Rs 1,200-crore Initial
Public Offering (IPO) had a
fresh issue of up to Rs 350 crore
and an offer for sale of Rs 850
crore.
The price range for the offer
was Rs 750-790 a share.
Funds raised through the fresh
issue would be used for setting
up a new manufacturing facil-
ity to expand the company's
production capabilities for a
range of writing instruments,
watercolour pens, markers and
highlighters as well as for gen-
eral corporate purposes. 
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India imported 4.26 MT fin-
ished steel  in April-

November 2023 and the
import may touch 6 MT mark
in the current fiscal mainly on
account of strong domestic
demand, according to a report
by Crisil.
The report comes at a time
when steel players are register-
ing strong concerns of surging
imports.
Global steel demand, which
has been subdued since the
onset of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, is expected to grow

1.6 per cent in 2023, after a
sharp fall of 3.3 per cent in
2022, the global analytics
company said.
The tepid rate of growth rides
largely on a buoyant 13 per
cent growth in demand in
India, which has bucked the
trend so far, Crisil said.
This fiscal, the steel sector in
India is poised to clock its
third consecutive year of dou-
ble-digit growth at 11-13 per
cent after growing 11.4 per
cent and 13.4 per cent in fis-
cals 2022 and 2023, respec-
tively.
"Strong domestic demand,

supported by government
spending on infrastructure,
building and construction
segments, is expected to keep

India's steel imports elevated
around the 6 MT (million
tonne) mark this fiscal even as
the global steel industry bat-

tles a slowdown," Crisil said.
Chinese mills have started
pushing volumes into the
global market at highly com-
petitive prices.  Between
January-November this year,
exports from China increased
35.6 per cent to 82.7 MT - the
highest since 2016.
Chinese exports to India have
also surged.
As of November this fiscal,
India imported 4.26 MT of fin-
ished steel, up 13.4 per cent on-
year even as its exports
declined 6.2 per cent to 4.03
MT, making the country a net
importer of finished steel.

"Last fiscal, steel imports were
around 5.6 per cent of domes-
tic demand at 6.7 MT. We
expect imports to be around
5.5 per cent mark this fiscal,
too," Sehul Bhatt, Associate
Director, Research, Crisil
Marketing Intelligence and
Analytics, said.
Although global  prices
increased in November, by 23
per cent in the US and 6 per
cent in Europe, a few domes-
tic steel mills have cut prices
by Rs 1,500 per tonne in
December from the October
list prices with an eye on
local demand, Bhatt said. 
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Leading credit rating firm
ICRA said that tea gardens

of North India will suffer from
shrinkage in the margins due to
rise in input costs and wage hike
in West Bengal and Assam dur-
ing the current fiscal.
Margins will also be affected due
to low export demand and slug-
gish rural consumption, ICRA

said adding that the outlook for
the sector has been revised to
negative from stable.
The credit rating firm said that
all-India auction prices of the
orthodox variety in the first 10
months of calendar year 2023
witnessed a significant decline
of around Rs 51 per kilogram on
a year-on-year basis.
The price drop in South India
was lower at Rs seven per kilo-

gram during the same period.
ICRA said that the slump in
orthodox tea realisation was due
to lower export demand, pri-
marily from Iran.
Similarly, the all-India cumula-
tive auction average of CTC
variety also witnessed a decline
during the first 10 months of
2023 to the extent of Rs six per
kilogram.
ICRA said that sluggish rural

demand along with headwinds
in the export markets due to
oversupply of Kenyan teas have
contributed to the decline.
Sujoy Saha, vice-president and
sector head of ICRA, said, "A
sharp decline in exports to
Iran, Russia and the UAE has
impacted tea prices at the auc-
tion centres in India."
Direct exports to Iran, which is
primarily an orthodox market,

have decreased 80 per cent
during the first nine months of
calendar 2023 on a year-on-year
basis, he added.
According to ICRA, all-India
production of bulk teas in the
first 10 months of 2023 moder-
ated by 22 million kilograms on
a year-on-year basis and full-
year productions is expected to
ease by one per cent as com-
pared to calendar 2022. 
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The Securities Appellate
Tribunal (SAT) on

Wednesday quashed regula-
tor Sebi's order banning
Future Retail chairperson
Kishore Biyani and some
other promoters from the
securities market for one
year in an insider trading
case.
Dismissing the Sebi's order,
the appellate tribunal said
that the entities did not trade
in the shares of Future Retail
Ltd (FRL) on the basis of
unpublished price sensitive
information (UPSI) relating
to demerger as such infor-
mation was already in pub-
lic domain through multiple
media reports.
"We are satisfied that the
information relating to de-
merger was already in the
public domain and, there-
fore, trading done by the
appellants in the shares after
the publication of the inter-
views and news reports can-
not be considered as trading
while in possession of UPSI.
Thus, the charge in the show
cause notice fails and the
findings given by the WTM
cannot be sustained. The
impugned order is quashed,"
a bench comprising
Presiding Officer Tarun
Agarwala and Technical
Member Meera Swarup said.
Further, two authorities of
Sebi -- WTM (Whole Time
Member) as well as the
Adjudicating Officer --
accepted that if the transac-
tion is in the public domain
through newspaper reports/
interviews then trading on
the basis of such information
cannot be treated as UPSI,
the tribunal noted.
The ruling came after the
entities challenged an order
passed by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) in February 2021 that
had barred Kishore Biyani

and certain other promoters
of Future Retail Ltd from the
securities market for one
year for indulging in insid-
er trading in the shares of the
company.
In addition, the regulator
had imposed a fine of Rs 1
crore each on Kishore Biyani,
Anil Biyani and Future
Corporate Resources.
Besides, they were asked to
disgorge Rs 17.78 crore for
the wrongful gains made by
them.
Sebi had conducted an inves-
tigation in the scrip of FRL
to ascertain whether certain
persons and entities had
traded during the March 10,
2017 to April 20, 2017 peri-
od on the basis of UPSI per-
taining to the segregation of
certain business of the firm.
FRL made a corporate
announcement to the stock
exchanges on April 20, 2017,
regarding the outcome of its
board meeting, wherein its
board approved the segrega-
tion of certain businesses of
FRL through a composite
scheme of arrangement
between FRL, Bluerock
eServices Pvt Ltd (BSPL)
and Praxis Home Retail Pvt
Ltd (PHRPL) and their
respective shareholders. The
scheme of arrangement has,
in fact, resulted in the
demerger of certain busi-
nesses of FRL.
Sebi, in its order, found that
Future Corporate Resources
had traded in the shares of
FRL during the UPSI period
and made notional unlawful
gains of Rs 17.78 crore. 
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The country is likely to be
surplus in coal production

by FY26, Parliament was
informed on Wednesday.
India may be surplus in coal
production except for some
high quality fossil fuel and cok-
ing coal needed for the steel
industry and imported coal-
based power plants.
Replying to a query in Lok
Sabha, coal and mines minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi said, "India is
expected to be surplus in coal
production by the year 2025-
26 except for some high qual-
ity coal and coking coal
required for steel sector and
ICB plants."
To another query, the minster
said that against the estimated
coal demand of 1,196.60 mil-

lion tonne (MT) in the current
fiscal, the country's production
target of the fossil fuel is
1,012.14 MT.
Joshi said "the estimated coal
demand for 2023-24 is 1,196.60
MT."
The coal production target for
2023-24 is 1,012.14 MT, the
minister said.
The government, he said,
under a central sector scheme,
carries out exploration of coal
and lignite through Central
Mine Planning & Design
Institute Ltd (CMPDI) in two

broad stages --regional explo-
ration and detailed drilling.
"Coal exploration is also car-
ried out through National
Mineral Exploration Trust
(NMET) funding," he added,
adding that the Geological
Survey of India (GSI) also
undertakes exploration of coal
and lignite.
As per the Inventory of India
published by GSI for coal and
lignite on April 1 last year,
6,457.72 MT of lignite resource
are available in Rajasthan.
One open-cast lignite mine
with a capacity of 2.1 million
tonne per annum (MTPA) at
Barsingsar, Bikaner district of
Rajasthan, is operated by
Neyveli Lignite Corporation
India Ltd (NLCIL), and there
is no immediate proposal for
further mining activity in the
desert state. 
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The rupee ended flat at 83.18
(provisional) against the US

dollar on Wednesday amid mas-
sive selling in equity markets as
concerns over oil supplies
through the Red Sea route dent-
ed investor sentiment.
Forex traders said though the
US dollar index below 102 level
provided support, the Indian
currency was weighed down by
foreign fund outflow amid
volatile crude oil prices.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 83.17 and traded
between the peak of 83.13 and
the lowest level of 83.18 against
the dollar. It finally settled at its
previous closing level of 83.18
(provisional) against the green-
back. 
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.08
per cent higher at 101.87 on
Wednesday.

Global oil price benchmark
Brent crude climbed 0.78 per
cent to USD 79.85 per barrel.
In the domestic equity market,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
plunged 930.88 points or 1.30
per cent to settle at 70,506.31.
The broader NSE Nifty declined
302.95 points or 1.41 per cent to
21,150.15.
Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) were net sellers in the
equity market on Tuesday as
they offloaded shares worth Rs
601.52 crore, according to
exchange data. 
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The government is closely
monitoring the rice situa-

tion in the domestic as well as
international markets on week-
ly basis and it can increase the
percentage share in global rice
trade when favourable condi-
tions arise, Parliament was
informed on Wednesday.
India has banned export of
broken and non-basmati white
rice in view of uncertainty
around rice production here
and other rice producing coun-
tries due to geopolitical sce-
nario, El Nino sentiments and
extreme climatic conditions
to check domestic prices and
ensure adequate availability in
the market here.
"The government is closely
monitoring the rice scenario in
the domestic market as well as
in international forum on
weekly basis and the govern-
ment can increase the percent-
age share in global rice trade
when favourable conditions
arise," Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry
Anupriya Patel said in a writ-

ten reply to Lok Sabha.
India was the largest rice
exporting country in the world
from 2018 to 2022 followed by
Thailand and Vietnam.
Rice export from India was
22.24 million tonne in 2022,
which accounts for 40.63 per
cent of the world's rice exports.
Export of broken rice has been
prohibited from September
2022 and non-basmati white
rice from July this year. Export
of basmati and parboiled non-
basmati rice is continuing.
Replying to another question,
Patel said that agriculture
exports during April-
September 2023 declined 11.6
per cent over the same period
last year.
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Two-wheeler major India
Yamaha Motor has

launched its latest sports
motorcycles — R3 and MT-03
— widening its product port-
folio in the domestic market,
the company said on
Wednesday.
The two products — the track-
oriented R3 and the street fight-
er MT-03 -- have been launched
as part of the brand campaign -
- The Call of the Blue -- and
would be sold in the country as
'completely built-up units'
(CBUs).
"These two iconic motorcycles
truly represent Yamaha's racing
DNA and underscore the
brand's unwavering commit-
ment to advancing the premi-
um motorcycle segment in the

Indian market," a company
statement said. 
The R3 motorcycle is priced at
Rs 4,64,900 while the MT-03 is
priced at Rs 4,59,900 (ex-show-
room Delhi). Both motorcycles
are exemplary specimens of
Japanese technology and would
be exclusively sold through
select Blue Square dealerships in
the country, the statement said.
"As an integral aspect of the
Call of the Blue Brand cam-
paign, Yamaha is committed to
strengthen its premium seg-
ment range by introducing
models that appeal to the need
of young Indian consumers.
The R-Series and MT series
models enjoy a huge fan base
in India because of their supe-
rior performance and iconic
design," Yamaha Motor India
Group of Companies

Chairman Eishin Chihana said.
"..We are excited to announce
today the launch of our latest
-- R3 and MT-03 in India. We
are confident that both these
models, showcasing Yamaha's
cutting-edge technology and
innovation, will undoubtedly
captivate the interest of our
young customers in the coun-
try" Chihana said.
"With the addition of these
step-up models in the R-series
and MT-series, we look for-
ward to further nurture the
growing premium motorcycle
segment in India," he added. 
The motorcycles are equipped
with 321cc liquid cooled engine,
two-cylinder, 4-stroke, and
4valve per cylinder fuel inject-
ed engine, multi-function LCD
instrument cluster, LED head-
light among others. 
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Realty firm DLF Ltd on
Wednesday said it has

sold independent floors and
commercial plots for around
Rs 1,400 crore in Gurugram
and Panchkula, in Haryana,
amid strong property
demand.
DLF, the country's largest
real estate developer in mar-
ket cap, has launched two
projects in Sector 67,
Gurugram and Panchkula.
"We have launched and
completely sold out 75 shop-
cum-office (SCO) plots in
our new project 'Central 67'
Gurugram," DLF Home
Developers Joint Managing
Director and Chief Business
Officer Aakash Ohri told
reporters here.
These 75 units have been
sold for Rs 700 crore, he
said, the total land size of
this project is 9 acres. The
prices ranged between Rs 7
crore and Rs 25 crore.
Ohri said the company has
launched another project
'Valley Orchard' in
Panchkula where it is devel-
oping 470 independent
floors.

"Out of 470 units, we have
launched 400 units. All of
them have been sold for Rs
700 crore," he said. The
company has sold floors at
Rs 9,000 per square feet.
Ohri noted that the demand
for properties continues to
be strong across major cities
from end users, investors
and NRIs.
Asked about the DLF's over-
all sales bookings in this fis-
cal, Ohri said the company
has given a target of Rs
13,000 crore and exuded
confidence in achieving it.
In the first six months of this
fiscal year, DLF achieved
sales bookings of Rs 4,268
crore.
During the last fiscal, DLF
sold properties worth Rs
15,000 crore, mainly driven
by sales valuing Rs 8,000
crore in a single project
'DLF Arbour' in Gurugram.
DLF has developed more
than 158 real estate projects,
covering an area of over 340
million square feet.
It has about 215 million
square feet of development
potential across the resi-
dential and commercial seg-
ments.
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New Delhi: Commemorating
the International Year of Millets
2023, Walmart Foundation
highlighted its grantees Action
for Social Advancement,
ICRISAT,  PRADAN and
SRIJAN's efforts, initiatives
aimed at promoting millet cul-
tivation, a climate resilient
grain in India. 

To promote millet farming as
a sustainable agricultural prac-
tice, Walmart Foundation has
decided to continue to revive
millet cultivation in the coun-
try. “We will continue to sup-
port grantees as they revive
millet cultivation,” said Julie
Gehrki, Walmart Foundation
vice president.
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Captain Harmanpreet
Singh and Jugraj Singh
struck a brace each as the

Indian men’s hockey team beat
France 5-4 in its fourth and final
match to notch up its lone win
in the five-nation tournament
here on Wednesday.
Jugraj scored in the 20th and
60th minutes while
Harmanpreet found the target
in the 25th and 56th minutes.
Vivek Sagar Prasad (16th)
struck once in the match that
went back and forth throughout
its duration.
India thus ended their largely
disappointing campaign with a
win. They had lost all their ear-
lier three matches in the tour-
nament -- 0-1 to Spain, 2-7 to
Belgium and 2-3 to Germany.
France are the lowest-ranked
side at ninth while India are at
third.
The first quarter saw France
take the lead through a penal-
ty-corner conversion from
Lucas Montecot in the 11th
minute. India equalised early in
the second quarter through a
field goal from Vivek.

Jugraj then put India in the lead
after converting a penalty cor-
ner before Harmanpreet dou-
bled the lead through another
penalty corner.
France were soon awarded a
penalty stroke and Etienne
Tynevez (28th) scored to make
full use of it as the score read 3-
2 in favour of India at half time.
France restored parity late in the
third quarter with a field goal
from Gaspard Baumgarten
(43rd minute). As the scoreline
read 3-3, both the teams tried to
break through each other’s
defence in the final quarter.
France stole the lead through
another penalty-corner con-
version by Etienne Tynevez
(53rd) but their joy was short-
lived, as Harmanpreet scored
through a penalty corner to
bring up his second goal.
Jugraj returned to score his
second goal through yet anoth-
er penalty corner in the last
minute of the match as India
emerged 5-4 victorious to end
the tournament with a win. 
The five teams play each other
once and the side finishing on
top of the points table after all
matches will be the winner.
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Sports entrepreneur Vita
Dani has become the first

Indian to be inducted as a
governing board member of
the International Table
Tennis Federation’s (ITTF)
Foundation.
The Foundation was estab-
lished in 2018 by the ITTF to
attract more people to the
sport.
Commenting on her new
role, Vita said, “It is a great
feeling to be inducted into
an organisation that aligns
perfectly with my vision
for the growth of table ten-
nis and its impact on the
community.
“Table tennis is a sport that
anybody can play. It has
great mental and physical

benefits, and our aim is to
spread that message and
make the game accessible to
everyone.”
ITTF and ITTF Foundation
President Petra Sorling said,
“I am delighted to welcome
Ms Vita Dani to the ITTF
family as a new member of
the ITTF Foundation
Governing Board. Her pas-
sion for growing our sport
and using it as a catalyst for
development makes her a
valuable member.”
Vita and her organisation
(Dani Foundation) have
played a big role in shaping
the upward trajectory of
Indian table tennis.
She is also the co-owner of
the Chennaiyin Football
Club, which features in the
Indian Super League.
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American-born Italian shot
putter Nick Ponzio was

banned for 18 months by the
Italian Anti-Doping Agency for
drug-testing violations, ruling
him out of next year’s Paris
Olympics.
Ponzio reached a plea deal with
doping authorities after he was
unable to be found for surprise
tests on three occasions.
According to Italian media
reports on Tuesday, Ponzio said
it was not his fault and that there
was a glitch with the app on his
phone that meant he did not
receive the notifications.
Ponzio’s ban runs until August
27 as it started last February. The
Olympics take place from July

26 to August 11.
Ponzio, who was born in San
Diego but qualified for Italy
because his great grandfather
was Italian, competed at the
Tokyo Olympics but didn’t get
past the qualifying round.
He finished fourth at last year’s
European Championships.
The 28-year-old Ponzio is the
second Italian athlete to be sus-
pended in less than a week after
steeplechase runner Ahmed
Abdelwahed was given a max-
imum four-year ban by the
Athletics Integrity Unit on
Thursday.
Italy’s athletics team had a
breakout performance in Tokyo,
winning five gold medals
including a surprise victory for
Marcell Jacobs in the 100 meters.
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Manchester City set aside
struggles at home to ease

past Urawa Red Diamonds 3-0
in the Club World Cup semifi-
nals and is one game away
from a fifth title in 2023.
The champion of Europe has
never lost to the champion of
Asia at a Club World Cup and
it never looked likely on a
balmy evening in the Red Sea
port city Jeddah on Tuesday.
After it took Man City until
first-half stoppage time to score
from an own goal by defender
Marius Hoibraten, Mateo
Kovacic and Bernardo Silva
struck with shots in a seven-
minute spell early in the second
half against the Japanese team.
Man City now will be favoured
to beat Fluminense of Brazil in
the final on Friday.
“It’s the only title that the club
don’t have,” City manager Pep

Guardiola said. 
“The players know how impor-
tant this game is for all of us at
the club.”
Guardiola’s team keeps finding
respite in international games
during an untypical run in the
Premier League where the
defending champion has won
just one of its last six games
while leaking late goals.
A winning Club World Cup
debut followed City closing out
a perfect six-win streak in its
Champions League group this
month. City also added a UEFA
Super Cup title in August to its
storied trophy treble last season
of Champions League, Premier
League and English FA Cup.
City needed some help to score
first Friday when Hoibraten
diverted goalward a pass across
the goalmouth by Matheus
Nunes that was unlikely to find
another of the six midfield
players in the starting lineup.
With Erling Haaland still ruled

out by a foot injury, Guardiola
also opted to leave Argentina
forward Julián Álvarez on the
bench.
The biggest cheers during a
lackluster first half came when
the faces of City stars Haaland
and Kevin De Bruyne sitting in
the main stand were broadcast
on the screens placed high at
each end of the King Abdullah
Sports City Stadium. Neither

will play in the final.
De Bruyne was not risked
despite taking part in a light
training session Monday more
than four months after having
surgery on a hamstring injury
sustained early in City’s Premier
League season opener.
Otherwise the noise from a
40,127 crowd inside a far-from-
full stadium was raised by about
400 red-and-black clad Urawa

fans packed behind one goal.
The clapping, singing, jumping
group kept time to relentless
drumming by one in their ranks
and continued after the goals
arrived either side of halftime.
In the 52nd, deep-lying mid-
fielder Kovacic exploited the
space left vacant where Haaland
would be to surge forward and
shoot after collecting Kyle
Walker’s long pass.
It was shooting practice for
City seven minutes later when
Bernardo Silva scored with the
help of a slight deflection after
goalkeeper Shusaku Nishikawa
pushed away Nunes’ first effort.
City cruised through the last
half-hour and Guardiola
detailed an approach in Jeddah
for his squad that is on a con-
stant two-games-per-week pro-
gram this season.
“The plan is to sleep and to sleep
and to sleep,” the coach said,
praising Walker as an “incred-
ible captain” who organises

social time for teammates.
A game between the fourth-
place team in England and the
fourth-place finisher in the
Japanese league that ended this
month exposed a much wider
gulf. Urawa coach Maciej Skorza
acknowledged his players could
not handle the Premier League
champion’s “huge offensive
power. They know what the gap
is.”
On Friday, another Europe vs
South America final - the 13th
in 19 editions - will decide the
last Club World Cup title in the
current format that began in
2005.
Urawa also will be in the 32-
team lineup when FIFA
relaunches the competition in
June 2025 in the United States
when Europe will have 12
entries and Asia just four.
“I think this experience will be
very important for our club,”
said Skorza, who will leave
Urawa after the season.
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Sanjay Singh, the Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh loy-

alist, on Wednesday exuded
confidence of sweeping the
much-delayed Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) elec-
tions, saying the fraternity
knows who would be beneficial
for the sport and who could
inflict damage to it.
UP Wrestling Association vice-
president Sanjay, who hails
from Varanasi, is up against
Commonwealth Games gold
medallist Anita Sheoran for
the post of president. Anita is
backed by the country’s top
wrestlers, who had accused
outgoing WFI president Brij
Bhushan of sexually exploiting
women grapplers during his
tenure.
The WFI office was teeming
with the state officials who
have gathered for Thursday’s
elections. A few coaches and
referees were also present and
all hoped for a favourable out-
come.
If sources are to be believed, the
Sanjay Singh panel, backed by
Brij Bhushan, has the support
of at least 41 out of 50 electoral
college members.
Except for the state of Assam,
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Jammu and Kashmir and
Odisha, the rest are believed will
vote for the Sanjay Singh panel.
“The entire fraternity knows
who has worked for the better-
ment of the sports and who
have tried to cause damage. The
work done by the WFI in the
last 11 years is a proof that the
sport of wrestling has grown at
a good pace in India. People will
have that in mind when they
will cast their votes,” Sanjay
Singh told PTI.
The elite wrestlers, including
Olympic medallists Bajrang
Punia and Sakshi Malik and
World Championships medal-
list Vinesh Phogat, had spear-
headed the agitation at Jantar
Mantar against Brij Bhushan.
They were promised that none

of Brij Bhushan’s family mem-
bers or associates will be
allowed to contest the elections.
Consequently, neither Brij
Bhushan’s son Prateek nor son-
in-law Vishal Singh entered
the fray.
Sanjay Singh is a close associ-
ate of Brij Bhushan, the BJP MP
from Kaiserganj in Uttar
Pradesh, but the returning offi-
cer had cleared his nomination.
“There is tremendous trust in
the ability of Brij Bhushan that
he has done a good job to bring
about improvement in the level
of sport. The financial health of
the federation has also
improved considerably under
him. That’s why he still has the
backing of the fraternity,” said
a member of the electoral col-
lege.
Besides the post of the presi-
dent, elections will also be held
for the posts of senior vice-pres-
ident (1), vice-presidents (4),
secretary-general (1), treasurer
(1), joint secretaries (2), exec-
utive members (5).
The election process, which was
set in motion in July, has been
delayed because of court cases.
This has further led to the sus-
pension of the WFI by the inter-
national federation, United
World Wrestling, for failing to
conduct fresh polls in the time
stipulated by them.
The Supreme Court recently set
aside the stay imposed by the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court, paving the way for the
process to elect the new WFI
governing body.
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Two-time major champion
Angel Cabrera, released

on parole from an Argentina
prison in August for gender
violence, has been cleared to
play in PGA Tour-sanctioned
events. 
He said in a Golf Digest inter-
view he wants to clean up his
image from “serious mistakes.”
Without confirming Cabrera
was ever suspended - the PGA
Tour does not publicize con-
duct violations - a tour
spokesman confirmed the 54-
year-old Argentine is eligible to
play.
Cabrera, who won the US
Open at Oakmont in 2007
and the Masters in a playoff in
2009, was imprisoned for two

years for threats and harass-
ment of Cecilia Torres Mana,
his partner of two years. Her
case was joined by that of
another former partner,
Micaela Escudero.
In a lengthy interview with
Golf Digest published in the
December-January edition,
Cabrera said he was embar-
rassed by his behaviour and
said, “I made serious mis-
takes.”
“I refused to listen to anyone
and did what I wanted, how I
wanted and when I wanted,”
Cabrera said. 
“That was wrong. I ask Micaela
for forgiveness. I ask Celia for
forgiveness. They had the bad
luck of being with me when I
was at my worst. I wasn’t the
devil, but I did bad things.

“I am deeply embarrassed
because I disappointed the
people closest to me - and
everyone who loves me
through golf,” he said. 
“Golf gave me everything, and
I know I will never be able to
repay the debt I owe this
sport.”
Golf Digest said Cabrera was
undergoing treatment for alco-
hol addiction, including taking
daily medication that causes
sickness if he drinks. His long-
time coach, Charlie Epps, said
Cabrera was taking alcohol
education courses for six hours
a week.
In the interview, the 54-year-
old Cabrera said he was trying
to complete classes to graduate
the sixth grade and had two
months left when he was

released on parole.
Epps said he asked Ping if it
could supply Cabrera with a
new set of golf clubs, which the
coach took down to Argentina
upon the release.
“I played with him for five
days,” Epps said on Tuesday in
a telephone interview. “It’s a
miracle that an uneducated,
poor kid can look back and
say: OK, I did wrong. I’m
going to learn from it and it’s
all up to me now.’ He gets a sec-
ond chance and he wants to try
to take advantage of it.”
Cabrera played a tournament
in Rosario, Argentina, last
week and tied for 10th.
Augusta National did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment on
whether he would be invited to

the Masters, where champions
have a lifetime exemption.
Golf Digest obtained a letter
from the tour notifying
Cabrera that his suspension
was lifted effective Monday
and that “failure to comply
with the terms of your release
from prison or any additional
information regarding your
legal situation in Argentina
may result in the immediate
reinstatement of your suspen-
sion.”
Cabrera has seven wins on
main tours around the world,
his last one at the Greenbrier
Classic in 2014. He is best
known for holding off Tiger
Woods and Jim Furyk to win
at Oakmont for his first major,
and for his shot out of the trees
on the 18th hole that led to a

playoff win at the Masters
over Kenny Perry and Chad
Campbell.
Cabrera was among inmates
granted two-hour visits with
partners every 15 days because
of good behavior. Yamila
Alvarez, his partner of four
years, gave birth to a son in
November 2022. They married
in October after Cabrera got
out of prison.
Cabrera said in the Golf Digest
interview that being on the golf
course again “felt like a rebirth”
and that his hope is to return
to the Masters. “I’ve made
serious mistakes, but I’ve also
paid my debts,” he said. 
“I’m going to work as hard as
I can to clean up my image. I
want to recover the stature I
had as an athlete.
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Indian men’s hockey team
vice-captain Hardik Singh

on Wednesday said the FIH
Player of the Year award is a
recognition of his “hard work
and perseverance” that he has
put in over the years to excel in
the sport he loves.
Hardik on Tuesday became
the third male player from
India to win the coveted award,
joining Manpreet Singh (2019)
and Harmanpreet Singh (2020-
21 and 2021-22).
Besides Hardik, India women’s
team skipper Savita Punia won
the FIH Goalkeeper of the
Year award for the third con-
secutive time.

“It’s an absolute honour to
receive this esteemed award. I
am immensely grateful to my
teammates, coaches, and sup-
porters who have been the
pillars of my success. This
recognition fuels my determi-
nation to continue giving my

best to the sport I love,” Hardik
said.
“The journey to this award has
been filled with challenges and
learning experiences. It’s a
reminder that hard work, per-
severance, and a supportive
team can pave the way for

remarkable achievements.”
Hardik made a successful
comeback after he was ruled
out midway into the 2023
World Cup jointly hosted by
Bhubaneswar and Rourkela
with a hamstring injury.
Notably, this is Hardik’s second
significant accolade this year as
he had won the esteemed
Hockey India Balbir Singh Sr
Award for Player of the Year
2022 earlier this year.
With 114 caps under his belt,
25-year-old Hardik played a
vital role in India’s bronze
medal-winning feat at the
Tokyo Olympics, and gold
medals in this year’s Asian
Champions Trophy 2023 and
the Asian Games. 
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With a similar storyline
of faltering opening
combination running

through the first two matches,
India’s hopes of registering their
second ODI series triumph in
South Africa will revolve around
a sturdy start from the openers
in the third and final match here
on Thursday. 
India’s lone ODI series win in the
Rainbow nation came in 2018,
and for an encore they require
a robust beginning from Ruturaj
Gaikwad and B Sai Sudharsan as
a pair. 
Sai Sudharsan has been impres-
sive in his two outings in the
series so far, notching up 55 and
62. But Gaikwad could not sup-
port him from the other end. 
The right-hander fell for five and
four as India’s first-wicket
alliance ended at 23 and four at
Johannesburg and Port
Elizabeth. 
In contrast, South African open-
ers Tony de Zorzi, who cracked

his maiden century, and Reeza
Hendricks milked 130 runs to
kill the chase. Similarly, Tilak
Varma, who showed some early
promise in his career, seemed to
have tapered off a bit in the last
couple of months. 
The elegant left-hander who
packs a punch struggled to
touch his peak in the home T20I
series against Australia and the
struggle seemed to have fol-
lowed him to South Africa as
well. The Hyderabad batter is yet
to hit his peak here. 
It is important for Gaikwad
and Varma, unless he is replaced
with uncapped Rajat Patidar for
tomorrow’s match, to rediscov-
er their range because India no
longer have Shreyas Iyer in the
middle-order to shore up the
innings. The 30-year-old Patidar
usually bats at No. 4 for Madhya
Pradesh. 
Iyer had joined an inter-squad
match to prepare for the upcom-
ing Test series after the first one-
dayer. 
However, these top order batters

can draw some solace from the
Boland Park pitch, which often
tends to lean towards batsmen. 
The Port Elizabeth pitch had a
bit of uneven bounce on it, par-
ticularly in the first innings, but
the Paarl deck often offers true
bounce and carry, helping bat-
ters to free their arms and go
through the shots without any
inhibitions.
It might also nudge the think-
tank to give another chance to
free-hitting Sanju Samson, who
got out for 12 in the last match,
and the Kerala cricketer donning
the big gloves at Port Elizabeth
could be an indication of that. 
India also have a tiny concern in
their bowling department ahead
of the third ODI. Mukesh
Kumar is yet to pick up a wick-
et in two matches, and the
pacer needs to slip into his
striking armour sooner than
later.
The Bengal man found the
going tough once Proteas open-
er Tony de Zorzi bludgeoned
him through the on-side with

mighty hacks. 
Arshdeep Singh and Avesh
Khan did the perfect demolition
job in the first match, and the
former continued to be thrifty in
the second match as well. 
So, it is imperative for Mukesh
to find his rhythm with the new
ball and pick up a wicket or two
upfront to keep South Africa on
the backfoot. 
The team management might
also think of giving a match to
veteran leg-spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal, whose tour to SA will
end on the morrow. 
He had shown a streak of good
form in the recent Vijay Hazare
Trophy for Haryana. 
But it remains to be seen
whether the management can
convince either Kuldeep Yadav
or Axar Patel to move away for
Chahal. 
Both Kuldeep and Axar have
been selected for the Test series
and the spin duo would want to
have as much game-time as pos-
sible against their names. 
From a South African perspec-

tive, the performance of left-
handed De Zorzi might have
filled them with the hopes of
finding an ideal, long-term
replacement for Quinton de
Kock. Fast bowler Nandre
Burger too was fiery with the
new ball and the Proteas will
hope for him to give another
hustle round to the Indians.

SQUADS: 
India: KL Rahul (captain, WK),
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Sai Sudharsan,
Tilak Varma, Rajat Patidar,
Rinku Singh, Shreyas Iyer, Sanju
Samson (wk), Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar, Kuldeep
Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal,
Mukesh Kumar, Avesh Khan,
Arshdeep Singh, Akash Deep. 
South Africa: Aiden Markram
(captain), Nandre Burger, Tony
de Zorzi, Reeza Hendricks,
Heinrich Klaasen, Keshav
Maharaj, David Miller, Mihlali
Mpongwana, Wiaan Mulder,
Beuran Hendricks. Rassie van
der Dussen, Tabraiz Shamsi,
Lizaad Williams, Kyle
Verreynne.
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Kolkata Knight Riders men-
tor Gautam Gambhir has

justified his franchise bidding for
Mitchell Starc for a record-
breaking amount, saying that the
Australia quick will be the X-fac-
tor and the leader of the bowl-
ing pack.
KKR shelled out a jaw-dropping
Rs 24.75 crore to get the services
of Starc in the IPL auction in
Dubai on Tuesday.
“He (Starc) is an X-factor, there
is no doubt about that. Someone
who can bowl with the new ball,
bowl in the death overs and
more importantly, someone who
can lead the attack,” Gambhir,
who was present at the auction,
said.
“He is going to be of massive
help to our two domestic
bowlers because both of them
are very talented and you need
someone to help them out in the
middle and Starc covers those
bases.
“It is not only about his bowling
but also about leading the attack
and helping all guys around him.
So, somebody will have to pay
for it,” the former India opener
told Jio Cinema.
Gambhir, who captained KKR
to two IPL titles, said for him
having a strong bowling line-up
takes precedence over a strong
batting line-up.
“We have a lot of depth in our
bowling line-up. We always
wanted to have a stronger bowl-
ing attack and now we have the
options with Mujeeb (Ur
Rahman), Gus (Atkinson), Sunil
(Narine), Varun (Chakravarthy),
and Mitchell Starc along with
two Indian seamers (Harshit
Rana and Suyash Sharma) and
Chetan Sakariya.
“Now, we have enough options
where we can play different
combinations looking at the
venue as well. For me, it has
always been about having a
strong bowling line-up com-
pared to a very strong batting
line-up,” said the BJP Member of
Parliament.
Asked about his coming back to
the franchise he had led to titles
in 2012 and 2014, Gambhir
said, “For me, KKR is not a team,
it is an emotion. The reason is
the amount of love that I have
received from the people of
Kolkata for seven years that I led
them and, hopefully, I led them
with a lot of honesty.
“Hopefully, we can recreate the
same memories that we did in
2012 and 2014. There is no guar-
antee that we will go out and win
but there is one guarantee for
sure, that we will fight till the last
drop of our blood.” 
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Australia women’s cricket
team captain Alyssa Healy

on Wednesday revealed she
had suffered severe injuries to
her right index finger after
being bitten by her pet
Staffordshire terrier puppies,
with the wicketkeeper-batter
adding she is excited to back on
the field following a surgery and
50 stitches.
Nearly two months after the
incident, Healy will not just lead
the side as full-time captain for
the Test and white-ball series,
she will also be keeping wickets.
Alyssa suffered grievous injuries
to her right hand in October
trying to separate her two
Staffordshire terrier puppies.
The 33-year-old said during a
media interaction at the
Wankhede Stadium here ahead
of the one-off Test against India
that she still “cannot feel any

sensation on the inside part of
her right index finger”, though
she is excited to wear the big
gloves during the match.
“Finger-wise, all good. It has
been nice to get back into the
game. I did not realise how
much I would miss it, watching
the WBBL (Women’s Big Bash)
at home and coming over here
and getting the opportunity to
keep again and have a bat,” said
Healy, who played just one
game for Sydney Sixers before
the incident happened.
“(The) finger has pulled up
really well and, yeah, I’ll have the
gloves on tomorrow, which I’m
excited for,” Healy added.
The one-off Test here will be the

start of a new era for Australian
women’s cricket with Alyssa
taking charge as full-time skip-
per following the retirement of
Meg Lanning, who led the side
for 13 years.
Alyssa had also led the side in
the one-off women’s Ashes Test
earlier this year in June, which
they won by 89 runs at
Nottingham.
“It is unbelievably huge shoes to
fill and in the sense of replacing
Meg Lanning. The success that
she had not only as a player but
obviously as a leader of the
Australian cricket team, is fair-
ly unmatched right around the
men’s and the women’s game,”
she said.
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India opener Shubman Gill’s
reign at the top of of the ODI

batters’ list was short-lived as he
was replaced by former Pakistani
skipper Babar Azam in the ICC
Player Rankings issued on
Wednesday.
The Indian attained the top
spot during the ODI World
Cup last month, but since then
he has not played any ODI. 
Babar is back at the top with 824
rating points, while Gill (810) is
the second spot followed by
teammates Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma. 
Shreyas Iyer has dropped to
12th, while KL Rahul has moved
a spot to 16th.
In the bowlers’ chart, South
African spinner Keshav Maharaj
remains at the top followed by
Australia pacer Josh Hazlewood. 
Fast bowler Mohammed Siraj
(3rd), Jasprit Bumrah (5th) and
Kuldeep Yadav (8th) are the
other Indians to feature in the
top 10.
Mohammad Shami is at the 11th
spot, while spinner Ravindra
Jadeja is ranked 22nd.

The all-rounders’ list remains
relatively unchanged, with
Bangladesh’s Shakib Al Hasan
staying at the top spot.
Jadeja (12th) and Hardik Pandya
(17th) are the only Indians in the
top 20. 
In T20Is, India’s Suryakumar
Yadav remains atop the batting
chart. 
Adil Rashid holds the number
one spot among T20 bowlers,
becoming only the second
English spinner after Graeme
Swann to do so.
Rashid has replaced Afghanis-
tan’s Rashid Khan, thanks to his
seven-wicket haul in four T20Is
against the West Indies, while
Ravi Bishnoi (3rd) is the top-
ranked Indian.
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India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur wants the hosts to play

with the same energy and inten-
sity which they displayed against
England, when they take the
field in the one-off women’s Test
versus Australia starting here on
Thursday. 
India thrashed England by a
record 347-run margin in the
lone Test at the DY Patil Stadium
to record the biggest win for any
side in terms of runs and will
now look to register their maid-
en Test win over Australia. 
India have never beaten
Australia in 10 Tests and the
contest will definitely challenge
them in terms of fitness and
temperament, given they are
playing back-to-back matches.
“The way we played the first Test
(of the season), we want to carry
the same energy into this one. It
is very exciting, knowing
Australia is such a good team
and everyone wants to beat
them,” Kaur told reporters after
India’s training session on
Wednesday. 
Australia will be without Meg
Lanning who has retired from
international cricket recently,
and in her place Alyssa Healy
will lead the side. 
Kaur said Lanning’s absence
will not make much difference
as Australia have a strong side.
“They have a balanced side and

everyone has experience of all
formats. We can’t say Meg
(Lanning) is not there and take
them lightly. We just need to
think what best we can do
rather than thinking about how
good they are,” she said.
The India skipper said while the
prospect of playing Test cricket
excites her side, it has been
slightly challenging to manage
the players’ workload. 
“When you are playing back-to-
back Tests, it is important to
recover and feel fresh. When you
bat and bowl for three days - the
likes of Deepti (Sharma), Pooja
(Vastrakar) who didn’t get
enough rest - we try to take care
of their loads,” Kaur said. 
“They need to feel ready for the
game and we made them train
accordingly. The ones who had
lesser loads we pushed them
hard in the nets to feel more con-
fident. 
“The more we feel fresh, the bet-
ter it will be for us, because there
is hardly (any) time to prepare.
If there was a 10-12 day (break),
you can take 2-3 days off and
again prepare yourself. We were
lucky we had fourth day off
(against England) and then just
one day off. We tried to recov-
er in that.” 
While the pitch at the DY Patil
Stadium turned out to be a slow
turner, there is plenty of grass on
offer at the Wankhede Stadium
strip. 
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Gujarat Titans head coach
Ashish Nehra admitted that

it will be tough to replace a
multi-faceted player like Hardik
Pandya but banked on Shubman
Gill to shoulder the responsibil-
ity of leading the side in next
year’s IPL. 
Pandya recently returned to
Mumbai Indians and has been
appointed as the skipper of the
five-time champions. 
“To replace a player like Hardik
Pandya is difficult considering
his talent and experience. We
have seen how he (Gill) has
shaped up in the past three-four
years. He is 24-25 years of age
but he has a good head on his
shoulders,” Nehra said in a vir-
tual post-auction press meet on
Tuesday night. 
The former India pacer said the
franchise will back Gill irrespec-

tive of the results in the next edi-
tion of the IPL. 
“We believe in him. That is why
we made him captain. I am not
someone who will always go by
results. Yes, results are important
but when you come to captain-
cy you have to look at other
things also. We are confident

that Gill is the right person (for
captaincy),” Nehra added. 
The Titans battled intensely in
the auction room in Dubai to
buy Mitchell Starc before
Kolkata Knight Riders pur-
chased the Australian pacer for
a record Rs 24.75 crore. 
Nehra wasn’t surprised at the big

paycheck which Starc attracted. 
“There is nothing like being over
priced in the IPL. Everybody
knows what Starc can do. He is
a proven player. We needed a fast
bowler and every team had dif-
ferent strategies. We have to be
satisfied with what we have. For
a bowler like Starc, I don’t think
that is a surprise,” he said. 
Happy with pacers: Boucher
MI head coach Mark Boucher
was delighted at the pace attack
that they have managed to
assemble from the auction. 
Mumbai signed South African
quick Gerald Coetzee, who had
a fine ODI World Cup recently,
and Sri Lanka’s left-arm pacer
Dilshan Madhushanka on
Tuesday. 
“We made the decision to go for
him (Coetzee) because he is a
young, up and coming superstar.
While Madhushanka is a three-
phase bowler. 
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Australia captain Pat Cum-
mins hoped to set IPL 2024

as a base to launch himself into
the T20 mode ahead of next
year’s World Cup to be jointly
hosted by USA and the West
Indies in June. 
Cummins, who pulled out of
IPL 2023 due to heavy interna-
tional workload, attracted the
second highest paycheck in the
auction in Dubai on Tuesday —

Rs 20.50 crore by Sunrisers
Hyderabad. 
His teammate Mitchell Starc
was lapped up by Kolkata Knight
Riders for a whopping Rs 24.75
crore, the highest ever contract
money in the IPL. 
“I feel like I haven’t played a heap
of T20 cricket and in some ways,
I feel like I haven’t played my best
T20 cricket for a little while,”
Cummins was quoted as saying
by cricket.Com.Au.
“I’m really excited … for next

year to try to get some games
before that World Cup and
push a case to not only make the
side but to get back to how I feel
like I can bowl in T20 cricket.”
Cummins last foray in the IPL
was for KKR in 2022, where he
smashed the fastest men’s T20
half-century by an Australian
from just 14 balls. 
“Pumped to be joining SRH for
the upcoming IPL season,”
Cummins said in a video on the
Sunrisers’ Instagram page.
“I’ve heard a lot about the
Orange Army. I’ve played in
Hyderabad a few times and
always loved it, so can’t wait to
get started.”
Cummins was joined by team-
mate and World Cup final hero
Travis Head in SRH after the
left-handed opener was picked
up for Rs 6.8 crore. “Great to see
another Aussie in Trav Head
over there as well. I think we are
going to have a lot of fun this
season and hopefully plenty of
success,” Cummins said. 
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Royal Challengers Bangalore
(RCB) captain Faf du Plessis

said the franchise’s main focus
at the IPL auction was to build
a side which can put in
improved performances at its
own den during the IPL 2024. 
Du Plessis felt RCB made strate-
gic acquisitions to achieve opti-
mal team balance at the auction
in Dubai on Tuesday while exe-
cuting six bids.
“After the last season, we felt like
we needed to improve at home.
One of the things that we did
really well was to succeed away
from Chinnaswamy,” Du Plessis
said in a statement. 
“So, we put our heads together
and what that looks like to be
better at home and how can we
get better, in what ways can we
improve? 
“It’s definitely the auction (way
to improve) and the process of
the last two months has been
solely around planning to be bet-
ter at home and the type of
bowlers and batsmen that will be
successful at home,” he added. 
Boasting of strong top-order
comprising the likes of Du
Plessis, Virat Kohli, Glenn
Maxwell and Rajat Patidar, RCB
acquired the services of Australia
all-rounder Cameron Green
through a trade-in from
Mumbai Indians ahead of the
auction. 
Besides, RCB also strengthened
its bowling department, adding
West Indian pacer Alzarri
Joseph (Rs 11.5 crore), New
Zealand fast bowler Lockie
Ferguson (Rs 2 crore) and
England’s Tom Curran (Rs 1.5
crore).
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Henry Nicholls made 95 and
Will Young 89, trumping

Soumya Sarkar’s career-best 169
and leading New Zealand to a
seven-wicket win over Bangla-
desh on Wednesday in the sec-
ond One-Day International.
New Zealand hold a winning 2-
0 lead in the three-match series
which ends Saturday in Napier.
Nicholls returned to form but fell
just short of his second ODI cen-
tury while Young narrowly
missed his second straight ODI
century as New Zealand made
296-3 in reply to Bangladesh’s
291. Young made 105 as New
Zealand won the rain-affected
first match of the series by 44
runs.
Young put on 76 for the first
wicket with Rachin Ravindra
who made 45 from 33 balls after
making a first-ball duck in the
first match on Sunday.
Young then added 128, effective-
ly in a match-winning partner-
ship, for the second wicket with
Nicholls who also bounced back
after a second-ball duck in the
opening ODI.

New Zealand were 204-2 in the
33rd over when Young was out,
having made his 89 runs from
94 balls with eight fours and two
sixes. It was 260-3 when Nicholls
fell in the 41st over, close to scor-
ing another ODI hundred on
Saxton Oval, the ground on
which he scored his first in 2019.
Tom Latham and Tom Blundell
saw New Zealand home with 22
balls to spare, Blundell finishing
the chase with a six in the 47th
over.
Earlier, Sarkar made his 169
from 151 balls as it batted first
after losing the toss.
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