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Even as the US recently shot
down a Chinese spy balloon

off the coast of South Carolina
in the Atlantic Ocean last week,
it said that these balloons also
targeted countries, including
India and Japan, as per The
Washington Post report.

In the aftermath of shoot-
ing down of the Chinese sur-
veillance balloon, US briefed its
friends and allies, including
India, on the finds of the
Chinese balloon. On Monday,
Deputy Secretary of State
Wendy Sherman briefed offi-
cials from about 40 embassies
in Washington about it.

“The surveillance balloon
effort, which has operated for
several years partly out of
Hainan province off China’s
south coast, has collected infor-
mation on military assets in
countries and areas of emerg-
ing strategic interest to China,
including Japan, India,
Vietnam, Taiwan and the
Philippines,” The Washington
Post reported on Tuesday.

The Post’s report was based
on interviews with anonymous
defence and intelligence offi-
cials. Officials have said these
surveillance airships, operated
in part by the PLA (People’s
Liberation Army) air force,
have been spotted over five
continents, the daily reported.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday fired

a broadside at the Congress for
being “deep in negativity” as he
described the decade prior to
his coming to power as “dark
age” beset with extreme cor-
ruption, terrorism and declin-
ing global prestige and
slammed the Opposition party
for not being able to “digest”
India’s current “rapid econom-
ic progress recognised global-
ly.”

The Prime Minister’s reply
to the debate on the Motion of
Thanks on the President’s
Address in the Lok Sabha came
a day after Parliament wit-
nessed sharp exchanges over
the Adani-Hindenburg issue. 

Modi said, “2004 to 2014
was India’s ‘lost decade,’ while
the decade of 2030 will be
known as ‘India’s decade’.”  The
PM will reply to the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s
Address in the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday. 

Raising slogans demanding
a JPC probe into the Adani
issue, members of the BRS
walked out soon after Modi
began his reply in the Lok
Sabha. Congress members too

walked out but rejoined the
proceedings after Rahul
Gandhi came. Opposition
members abortively tried to
interrupt the Prime Minister’s
speech but were disciplined by
the Speaker.

The Shiv Sena and the
AAP boycotted the Motion of
Thanks debate, imposing a
condition that the Government
first accept their demand for a
JPC on the Adani row.

Modi said Opposition par-
ties could not come together
despite frequent election loss-
es but they have now joined
hands after the Enforcement
Directorate’s action in corrup-
tion cases, he claimed. “They
should thank the ED. It brought
them together, something vot-
ers could not do,” he said.

In his nearly 85-minute

speech, Modi said now
“Tiranga yatras” are being
hoisted in Kashmir and “the-
aters are full” there, “where at
one time tricolour was seen as
a threat to peace”. 

“Now theaters are full in
Kashmir and the North-East is
in peace with 7,000 extremists
surrendering,” Modi said, strik-
ing a contrast with the previous
Congress regime when, he said,
violence and terrorism  was
prevelent in these regions and
across the country.

He lashed-out at the
Congress for being “deeply
negative” not able to “digest
country’s progress” under the
BJP Government.

“The reason for such neg-
ativity is the people’s repeated
mandate,” Modi said and in a
dig cited a Harvard University

study on the Congress’s rise and
decline and rubbed salt into its
wounds by saying “ab univer-
sity ki research Congress ki bar-
badi per hona hi hona hai
(now university research will
on the Congress downfall)”.

Modi quoted noted Hindi
poet Dushyant Kumar to hit-
out at the Opposition party:
“tumhare paon ke neeche Koi
Jameen nahin. kamaal ye hai ke
phir bhi tumhen yakin nahin”.

Modi said besides voters’
rejection, the cause of Congress
“despondency” is rapid
progress in Indian economy in
contrast to 2004-14. “During
2004-14, the economy had
declined, inflation reached
double digits. That’s why, every
good thing that happens,
evokes such reaction,” he said.

Modi said India now has a

stable and decisive
Government and that reforms
have been brought in out of
conviction and not compul-
sion. He went on to say that
“people’s trust in Modi is not
because of newspaper head-
lines or TV visuals but because
“of my years of dedication.”

“But some people who are
neck deep in frustration cannot
see India’s growth story. They
cannot see the achievements of
140 crore Indians…they can’t
see that India has reached
number 3 level in startups. 108
have reached unicorn status, all
this during the pandemic,” said
the PM.

Continued on Page 2
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With tension still persisting
along the Line of Actual

Control (LAC) with China,
India has ramped up its infra-
structure development in the
border areas for obvious
“strategic reasons”, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said here on Wednesday.

His observations came in
the backdrop of tension in
Eastern Ladakh since May
2020 and China’s attempt to
alter the LAC in Tawang,
Arunachal Pradesh, in
December last year.

The Minister told a group
of reporters that the work on
the strategically important
Chushul-Dungti-Fukche-
Demchok road, spanning 135
kilometre in the Ladakh region,
began last month.

Jaishankar pointed out that
16 key passes required to main-
tain troops along the border

with China have been opened
in a record time and much
ahead of the previous years,
resulting in the saving of enor-
mous funds in terms of the air
sustenance of cut-off areas.

Some of the mountain
passes along the border areas in
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim
and Ladakh have to be closed
during the harsh winter
months due to heavy snowfall.

Giving an account of the
Government’s priorities,
Jaishankar said the length of
6,806 kilometre of roads con-
structed along the borders with
China from 2014 to 2022 was
almost double the length of
3,610 kilometre built between
2008 and 2014.

Continued on Page 2
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The Reserve Bank of India
slowed the pace of interest-

rate increases for the second
straight time when it on
Wednesday expectedly hiked
borrowing costs by 25 basis
points while keeping the door
open for more hikes as core
inflation remained high. 

The move to raise the rate
will make loans — including
housing and auto — and cor-
porate credit expensive.

The RBI’s six-member
Monetary Policy Committee
voted 4-2 to raise the bench-
mark repurchase or repo rate to
6.50 per cent and retain its
stance of withdrawing accom-
modation, which was adopted
early last year. 

This is the sixth straight
increase in interest rates since
May last year, and the cumu-
lative hike now totals 250 bps.

The RBI raised interest
rates by 35 bps in December
2022. Rates were hiked by 40
bps in May and 50 basis points

each in June, August and
September. While the headline
inflation print has seen a down-
ward trajectory and has
remained below the upper limit
of 6 per cent in November and
December 2022, the MPC con-
tinues to have concerns about
the core inflation, which has
stayed above 6 per cent for the
past 15 months.

“The stickiness of core or
underlying inflation is a mat-
ter of concern. We need to see
a decisive moderation in infla-
tion. We have to remain unwa-
vering in our commitment to
bring down CPI headline infla-
tion,” RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said while
announcing the committee’s
decision.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to con-

stitute a three-judge bench to
consider Delhi Police’s plea for
a review of its verdict acquitting
three death-row convicts in the
gangrape and murder of a 19-
year-old girl in Delhi’s Chhawla
area in 2012. 

One of the acquitted con-
vict recently slit a person’s
throat, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Delhi
Police, told a bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justices PS Narasimha and JB
Pardiwala. 

“What I am saying is that
all these accused who were
acquitted are hardened crimi-
nals. Therefore, we are seeking
review of last year’s verdict,” the
Solicitor General  said, adding
that a three-judge bench head-
ed by then CJI UU Lalit had
pronounced the verdict.
Vinod, one of the three acquit-
ted, has been arrested for killing
an auto driver in Delhi’s
Dwarka area last month. 

Continued on Page 2
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Ahead of the Valentine’s Day,
the Animal Welfare Board

of India on Wedneday urged
citizens to observe February 14
as “Cow Hug Day”, describing
the animal as “the backbone of
Indian culture and rural econ-
omy.” 

“It is known as ‘Kamdhenu’
and ‘Gaumata’ because of its
nourishing nature like mother,
the giver of all providing rich-
es to humanity,” reads the
opening paragraph of the
appeal.

The board has claimed
that hugging cows will “bring
emotional richness” and will
“increase our individual and
collective happiness”. The
appeal has now received mixed
reactions from Twitter users. 

Detailed report on P4
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India has stepped up the pace
of sending rescue teams and

relief — field hospital and
medicines under “Operation
Dost” — to earthquake ravaged
Turkey and Syria, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said here on Wednesday.

The confirmed death toll
from the quake passed 11,000.
“Every day we see ups and
down in geopolitical situations
but India has stable relations
with countries. As per our pol-
icy of ‘Vasudaiva Kutumbakam’
— India stands forever for
humanity,” Jaishankar told
news agency ANI when asked
about support to Turkey despite
New Delhi’s differences with
Ankara.  

Detailed report on P4
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Three million people in India
are at risk of flooding

caused by glacial lakes, the
highest number of those
exposed in the world, accord-
ing to new study. 

The study by an interna-
tional team led by scientists at
UK’s Newcastle University, UK
is the first global assessment of
areas at greatest risk of Glacial
Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF). 

Published in the journal
Nature Communications on
Tuesday, it estimates that 15
million people around the
world are at risk from flooding
caused by glacial lakes. 

The researchers, which also
identified priority areas for

mitigation, said more than half
the globally exposed popula-
tions are found in just four
countries: India, Pakistan, Peru,
and China. India and Pakistan
contain the highest number of
exposed people — nearly three
million and two million people
respectively, or one-third of the
global total combined — while
Iceland contains the least (260
people), they said.

As the climate gets warmer,
glaciers retreat and meltwater
collects at the front of the
glacier, forming a lake.

These lakes can suddenly
burst and create a fast-flowing
GLOF that can spread over a
large distance from the original
site — more than 120 kilome-
tres in some cases. 

Continued on Page 2
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From Page1
In case of construction of

bridges along the border with
China, he said the total length
was 7,270 metres from 2008 to
2014, while it went up to 22,439
metres during the period
between 2014 and 2022.

“Sixteen key passes, which
are required to maintain the
troops on the China border,
have opened in a record time,
much ahead of the previous
years, thus saving enormous
funds in terms of air sustenance
of cut-off areas, apart from
immense economic and strate-
gic advantages,” Jaishankar said.

Citing an example, he said
the traffic on the crucial Zojila
axis was extended till January
4 last year and it was opened
again on March 19, setting an
all-time record of the pass
being opened in just 73 days
against the traditional norms of
four-five months.

“We have focused on a
rapid development of infra-
structure along the northern
borders with China for obvious
strategic reasons,” Jaishankar
said.

“We have focused on
rapidly developing border con-
nectivity with our friendly
neighbours to enhance trade,

energy and other people-to-
people exchanges,” he added.

The External Affairs
Minister said the construction
of the Sela tunnel on the
Balipara-Charduar-Tawang
road, located at a height of
13,700 feet, will offer all-weath-
er connectivity to the Indian
Army to the LAC near Tawang.

It consists of two tunnels -
- one 1,790 metres long, anoth-
er 475 metres long. The con-
struction of the tunnel is
expected to be completed by
August. Once completed, it
will be the world’s longest bi-
lane tunnel located at a height
of more than 13,000 feet.

The External Affairs
Minister also spoke about the
adoption of new technologies
for the construction of infra-
structure in high-altitude and
inaccessible border areas.

He specifically referred to
indigenous modular bridges
of load class-70 and the use of
a special non-frost susceptible
sub-base (NFSSB) layer for
road projects in Ladakh.

The External Affairs
Minister also highlighted var-
ious connectivity projects with
neighbouring countries,
including Nepal, Bangladesh
and Bhutan.

From Page1
Adjusted for inflation, the

policy rate still trails its pre-
pandemic levels, Das said,

adding liquidity remains in
surplus. On the growth front,
the RBI projected GDP growth
at 6.4 per cent for the fiscal
starting April 1 (2023-24),
down from 7 per cent in the
current year. 

It also believes that the
global growth environment
has slightly improved, with the
latest global data indicating
higher prospects of a soft land-
ing. Das said the Indian econ-
omy remains resilient in the
face of considerable uncer-
tainties on global commodity
prices.

“The global economic out-
look does not look as grim now
as it did a few months ago.
Growth prospects in major
economies have improved,
while inflation is on a descent
though still remains well above
target in major economies.
The situation remains fluid
and uncertain,” he said.
“Commodity prices may
remain firm with the easing of
COVID-19 related restrictions
in some parts of the world.”

The liquidity in the system
is expected to remain slightly in
surplus with most liquidity
enhancement measures of the
pandemic period having been
withdrawn.

Other measures
announced after the MPC
meeting include allowing lend-
ing and borrowing of govern-
ment bonds, issuance of guide-
lines on green deposits and cli-
mate financing risks and allow-
ing foreigners access to the
Unified Payments Interface (or
digital transactions). 

Suman Choudhury, chief
analytical officer, Acuite
Ratings and Research, said the
RBI has maintained a hawkish
tone in its statement and that
“there is no indication of any
pause in the rate hike and the
likelihood of further moderate
hikes in the repo rate remains,

depending on the upcoming
data prints”. 

Going forward, the central
bank is likely to become more
data dependent, and this does
not rule out another rate hike
in the upcoming policy, said
Abheek Barua, chief economist
at HDFC Bank.

“Despite the comments on
liquidity conditions remain-
ing accommodative compared
to pre-pandemic levels - sig-
nalling a somewhat hawkish
tone — we expect the RBI to
maintain adequate liquidity
surplus to remain growth sup-
portive going forward.” 
Prasenjit Basu, the chief econ-
omist at ICICI Securities, said
with the credit growth at its
healthiest in 8 years and real
GDP growth resilient amid
the global downturn, the RBI
sees little need to ease mone-
tary policy in the year ahead.
“Interest rates are likely to
remain elevated at these levels
for the rest of 2023.”

The RBI lowered the con-
sumer price inflation (CPI)
forecast to 6.5 per cent for the
current fiscal from 6.7 per
cent. While inflation is expect-
ed to moderate in 2023-24, it is
likely to rule above the 4 per
cent target. 

The retail inflation rate
eased to 5.72 per cent in
December from 5.88 per cent
in the previous month, falling
below the RBI’s upper tolerance
band of 2-6 per cent for a sec-
ond straight month, though
core inflation, which excludes
more volatile food and fuel
prices, was still running at 6.1
per cent. 

“Going ahead, the food
inflation outlook will benefit
from a likely bumper rabi har-
vest led by wheat and oilseeds,”
Das said.

Among the measures
announced on Wednesday was
allowing lending and borrow-
ing of government securities or
G-secs with a view to “provide
investors with an avenue to
deploy their idle securities,
enhance portfolio returns and

facilitate wider participation”.
“This measure will also add
depth and liquidity to the G-sec
market; aid efficient price dis-
covery; and work towards a
smooth completion of the mar-
ket borrowing programme of
the Centre and States,” Das
said.

The RBI also restored mar-
ket hours for the Government
Securities market to the pre-
pandemic timing of 9 am to 5
pm.

On the rupee, Das said it
has remained one of the least
volatile currencies among its
Asian peers. The depreciation
and volatility of the Indian
rupee during the current phase
of multiple shocks are far lower
than during the global financial
crisis and the taper tantrum. In
a fundamental sense, the move-
ments of the rupee reflect the
resilience of the Indian econo-
my, he said.

The current account deficit
(CAD), which stood at 3.3 per
cent in the first half of 2022-23,
is expected to moderate in the
second half and “remain emi-
nently manageable and within
the parameters of viability”.
Das also said draft guidelines
for the levy of penal interest on
advances will be issued for
comments. 

With UPI becoming huge-
ly popular for retail digital
payments in India, the RBI has
proposed to permit all inbound
travellers to India to use UPI
for their merchant payments
(P2M) while they are in the
country. 

“To begin with, this facili-
ty will be extended to travellers
from G-20 countries arriving at
select international airports,” he
said. The RBI will also launch
a pilot project on QR Code-
based Coin Vending Machines
(QCVM) in 12 cities.

These vending machines
will dispense coins against
debit to the customer’s account
using UPI instead of physical
tendering of banknotes. This
will enhance the ease of acces-
sibility to coins. 
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From Page1
In 2012, the three accused had gangraped a 19-year-old girl,

murdered her and mutilated her body with a screwdriver and
other weapons. The trial court awarded them the death sentence
and the High Court upheld it in August 2014. The apex court
set aside the High Court order and acquitted them of the offences
in November last year.  CJI Chandrachud said the court will con-
stitute a bench comprising himself and Justices S Ravindra Bhat
and Bela M Trivedi to hear the review plea. 

Mehta requested the court to accord an open court hearing
on the review plea. To this, the CJI said it is up to the new bench
to decide on the matter.   The fresh application was filed by M
Harsha Vardhan, deputy commissioner of police of Dwarka dis-
trict. “It is important to bring forth before this court that the one
of the accused Vinod after being acquitted by this court of the
conviction and punishment granted to him for offences of kid-
napping, gangrape and murder, has after his release, has com-
mitted murder of an innocent auto driver when the deceased
resisted robbery attempt by the accused,” the application said.

From Page1
GLOFs can be highly

destructive and damage prop-
erty, infrastructure, and agri-
cultural land and can lead to
significant loss of life. Flash
floods potentially triggered by
a GLOF event in Uttarakhand’s
Chamoli district in February
2021 left nearly 80 people dead
and many more missing.

The number of glacial lakes
has grown rapidly since 1990 as
a result of climate change. At
the same time, the number of
people living in these catch-
ments has also increased signif-
icantly. The research team
looked at 1,089 glacial lake
basins worldwide and the num-
ber of people living within 50
kilometres of them, as well as
the level of development in
those areas and other societal
indicators as markers of vulner-
ability to GLOFs.

They then used this infor-
mation to quantify and rank
the potential for damage from
GLOFs at a global scale and
assess communities’ ability to
respond effectively to a flood.

The results highlighted that
15 million people live within 50
km of a glacial lake and that
High Mountain Asia — which
encompasses the Tibetan
Plateau, from Kyrgyzstan to
China — has the highest GLOF
danger, with 9.3 million people
potentially at risk.

“This work highlights that

it’s not the areas with the largest
number or most rapidly grow-
ing lakes that are most danger-
ous... Instead, it is the number
of people, their proximity to a
glacial lake and importantly,
their ability to cope with a flood
that determines the potential
danger from a GLOF event,”
lead researcher Caroline Taylor,
a doctoral student at Newcastle
University, said in a statement.

The researchers
point to the relative lack of
research on the danger from
glacial lakes in the Andes,
which runs along South
America’s western side, and is
among the world’s longest
mountain ranges.

They noted that further
research is urgently needed to
better understand the potential
GLOF danger on a local level
in this area due to the high
number of people living in
proximity to glacial lakes and
their reduced capacity to cope
with the impact of a GLOF.

“Understanding which
areas face the greatest danger
from glacial flooding will allow
for more targeted and effective
risk management actions which
in turn will help minimise loss
of life and damage to infra-
structure downstream as a
result of this significant natur-
al hazard,” said Rachel Carr,
head of physical geography at
Newcastle University and a
co-author of the study.
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From Page1
Modi said 1.4 billion Indians

rose to the challenge of the Covid-
19 pandemic. And, it is a matter of pride that while the rest of
the world  saw economic challenges, “We became the 5th largest
economy. We are proud that we will be hosting the G20 but there
are some people who are unhappy about this,” said Modi.

In a swipe at Opposition parties attempt at unity before 2024,
the Prime Minister referred to Enforcement Directorate (ED)
probe. “ED did what voters could not,” taunted Prime Minister.
Earlier in an another hit at Rahul and his ‘supporters’, the PM
said, “Watched yesterday how after one speech, the entire ecosys-
tem was buzzing. Some people were very excited and probably
slept very well. One senior leader also insulted the President” .

“Ye keh keh ke hum dil ko behla rahe hain, wo ab chal chuke
hain, wo ab aa rahe hain,” Modi said as an amused BJP side
thumped the desks.

The Prime Minister also thanked President Droupadi
Murmu’s contribution in the tribal community. “In her vision-
ary Address, the President guided us and crores of Indians. Her
presence as the Head of the Republic is historic as well as inspir-
ing for the daughters and sisters of the country,” he said.

“The President has enhanced the pride of the tribal commu-
nity. Today, after several years of independence, there is sense
of pride in the tribal community and increase in their self-con-
fidence. This nation and House is grateful to her for this,” he
added.

While in the final phase of Prime Minister’s speech, treasury
benches were seen raising  slogans of ‘Modi, Modi,’ and
Opposition side responding with ‘Adani, Adani.’

Congress leader in the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said Rahul Gandhi hit the right chord by flagging the issue relat-
ed to industrialist Gautam Adani, but insisted the party has no
“personal issues” with Adani or Ambani.  “We want the coun-
try to grow and have more industrialists,” Chowdhury said, par-
ticipating in a debate on the Motion of Thanks to the President’s
Address in Lok Sabha.

He said Rahul’s arrow has hit the right target and he has made
the BJP look like a “pappu”, inviting a swift taunt from Home
Minister Amit Shah who “You cannot call the honourable MP
(Rahul Gandhi) Pappu”.

��������	�
������� �������	
���	���777
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“These balloons are all part
of a PRC (People’s Republic of
China) fleet of balloons devel-
oped to conduct surveillance
operations, which also violated
the sovereignty of other coun-
tries,” a senior defence official
was quoted as saying.

According to the daily, in
recent years, at least four bal-
loons have been spotted over
Hawaii, Florida, Texas and
Guam -- in addition to the one
tracked last week.

Three of the four instances
took place during the Trump
administration but were only
recently identified as Chinese
surveillance airships, it said.
The Pentagon on Tuesday
released a series of pictures
recovering the high-altitude
surveillance balloon.

Meanwhile, China has
declined Washington’s request
for a telephonic call between
US Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin and his Beijing counter-
part Gen Wei Fenghe, the
Pentagon has said after fighter
jets shot down the Chinese sur-
veillance balloon.

The request was made soon
after the balloon was shot
down on Saturday off the coast
of South Carolina in the
Atlantic Ocean. It had hovered
over continental America for

several days after entering the
US airspace on January 30 in
Montana.

China has acknowledged
that the balloon was theirs but
denied that it was for surveil-
lance purposes rather for
weather monitoring and that it
had drifted off course. 

The US, however, has
asserted that it has enough
evidence to prove that this was
a surveillance balloon.

“On Saturday, immediate-
ly after taking action to down
the PRC balloon, the DOD
(Department of Defense) sub-
mitted a request for a secure
call between Secretary Austin
and PRC (People’s Republic of
China) Minister of National
Defense Wei Fenghe,” Pentagon
spokesperson Gen Pat Ryder
said Tuesday.

“We believe in the impor-
tance of maintaining open lines
of communication between the
United States and the PRC in
order to responsibly manage
the relationship. Lines between
our militaries are particularly
important in moments like
this,” he said. 

Unfortunately, China has
“declined our request. Our
commitment to open lines of
communication will contin-
ue,” the spokesperson said.

The US has accused China
of violating American sover-
eignty and international law.
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Delhi saw a significant dip
in air pollution levels in

the 2022-23 winter season
owing to strict implementation
of the 15-point action plan and
a proactive Graded Response
Action Plan.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Wednesday said
that the AAP government in
Punjab would scale up the
use of bio-decomposer, a
microbial solution which can
turn paddy straw into manure
in around three weeks, in the
agrarian state.

He said the Delhi govern-
ment has created an invento-
ry of dispersed air pollution
sources at Anand Vihar, one of
the 13 pollution hotspots in
Delhi. The project will be
scaled up to cover all the pol-
lution hotspots this year.  "I
want to congratulate the peo-
ple of Delhi.” 
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Acouple was arrested on
Wednesday for allegedly

torturing and sexually assault-
ing a 14-year-old girl who
worked for them as a domes-
tic help, police said. A joint
team of police and Sakhi, a
one-stop crisis centre, on
Tuesday rescued a 14-year-old
girl hired by the couple to care
for their child. Several injuries
were found on her hands, feet
and mouth, they said.

According to the com-
plaint filed by Pinky Malik, the
Sakhi centre in-charge, the girl
from Ranchi (Jharkhand) was
hired through a placement
agency. The couple made her
work and also beat her merci-
lessly daily. Along with not let-
ting her sleep the whole night,
they also didn't give her any
food. Her mouth was com-
pletely swollen while injury
marks were found everywhere

on her body, Malik alleged.
The girl has been admit-

ted to a hospital in critical con-
dition. She is still being treat-
ed in hospital, police said.
According to the police, the
arrested couple is identified as
Manish Khattar (36) and his
wife Kamaljeet Kaur (34), res-
idents of New Colony. Kaur is
a public relations officer with
a private firm while his hus-
band works with an insurance
company, they said.

Preliminary investigations
revealed that the couple hired
the girl five months ago to take
care of their three-and-a-half-

years-old daughter. During this
period, both the husband and
the wife used to beat her daily.
She was also sexually harassed,
the police said. The child used
to eat leftover food thrown in
the dustbin after not being
given food.

An FIR was registered
against the couple under sec-
tions 323 (causing hurt), 342
(wrongful confinement) of the
Indian Penal Code and relevant
sections of the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of
Children) Act and the POCSO
Act at the New Colony police
station.
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Ten people were injured
after a leopard strayed into

the district court complex here
on Wednesday, triggering
panic and a four-hour opera-
tion to catch the animal. 

"The leopard was tran-
quilised following a joint oper-
ation of police and the forest
department," DCP (City)
Nipun Agrawal said, adding
that arrangements are being
made to cage the animal. 

According to police, the
leopard first attacked a cobbler
on the ground floor of the
court complex in the Kavinagar
area of the district before head-
ing to the first floor.

The animal's presence in
the chief judicial magistrate
court complex triggered panic
and sent people running for
their lives. 

While some ran towards
the staircase, others locked
themselves up in offices and
washrooms.

The leopard was running
from one end of the building to
another, attacking people com-
ing in its way, officials said.

A joint operation of police
and the forest department was
launched as soon as the news
spread and it took over four
hours to rescue the animal,
they said.

The rescue team managed
to get a hold of the situation
once the animal returned to the
ground floor. "The two col-
lapsible gates on either sides of
the ground floor were closed to
confine the animal. Once this
was done, some of our teams
focused on rescuing people
locked inside offices and wash-
rooms of the building," a police
officer said. 
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National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval on Wednesday

said that no country should be
allowed to use Afghan territo-
ry to export terrorism and
asserted that India will never
abandon the people of
Afghanistan in their time of
need.

In an address at a multilat-
eral security dialogue on
Afghanistan in Moscow, Doval
said that an inclusive and rep-
resentative dispensation in
Kabul is in the larger interest of
the Afghan society.

He also reaffirmed that
the well being and humanitar-
ian needs of the people of
Afghanistan is India's fore-
most priority and it will contin-
ue to guide New Delhi's
approach towards that country,
official sources said.

The National Security
Advisor (NSA) is on a two-day

visit to Moscow from
Wednesday.

Besides Russia and India,
the fifth meeting of Secretaries
of Security Councils/NSAs on
Afghanistan was attended by
representatives from Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
China, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan,
the official sources said 

In his remarks at the meet-
ing, Doval said that India "is
and will" remain an important
stakeholder in Afghanistan. 

"We always stood by the
people of Afghanistan and will

always support collective efforts
to help the Afghan people
build a prosperous and vibrant
nation once again," the sources
quoted Doval as saying.

The meeting discussed var-
ious issues related to
Afghanistan, including the
security situation and human-
itarian challenges facing the
country, they said. The third
round of this conference was
held in Delhi under chair-
manship of Doval in November
2021.

The NSA said terrorism
has become a major threat to
the region and emphasised
that intensified intelligence
and security cooperation is
needed among member states
to deal with terror outfits like
the Lashkar-e-Toiba, the Jaish-
e-Mohammed and the Daesh,
according to the sources.

Doval also spoke about
the importance of the UN
Security Council resolution

2593 that called for terror out-
fits, including those designat-
ed by the top UN body, to be
denied sanctuary in the region,
they said. The NSA said that
Afghanistan is passing through
a difficult phase and that "India
will never abandon the Afghan
people in their time of need".

An inclusive and represen-
tative dispensation is in the
larger interest of the Afghan
society, he said.

India has not yet recog-
nised the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan and has been
pitching for the formation of a
truly inclusive government in
Kabul.

Following the humanitar-
ian crisis in Afghanistan after
the Taliban seized power, India
has delivered 40,000 metric
tonnes of wheat, 60 tonnes of
medicines, 5,00,000 Covid vac-
cines, winter clothing and 28
tonnes of disaster relief to the
country.
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The Department of Vigilance
(DoV) has  issued show

cause notices to Naveen ND
Gupta, former Vice
Chairperson of the Dialogue
and Development Commission
Jasmine Shah, retired IAS offi-
cers AK Singh, Rashmi
Krishnan, Umesh Tyagi and  ex
DANIPS officer JS Deshwal,
seeking explanations  for undue
benefit extended to BSES
Rajdhani Power Limited
(BRPL) and BSES Yamuna
Power Limited (BYPL),  by
reducing rate of late payment
surcharge. 

The Vigilance Department
has asked them to reply to the

show cause notices within
seven days. According to the
DoV, these people were nom-
inee directors appointed by
the Delhi Government, who
did not protect the
Government’s interest which
led to the loss of exchequer to
the tune of over Rs 8,683 crore.

This comes after  an
inquiry report submitted by the
Delhi Power Department and
the Chief Secretary in light of
a complaint on September 26,
2022. “According to the report,
these Government nominees,
in cahoots with the private
nominees on the Board, facil-
itated a decision of BRPL and
BYPL to unilaterally lower the
interest rates on late payment

surcharge (LPSC), that these
discoms owed to
DTL/PPCL/IGPCL, from 15-
18 per cent to 12 per cent,
thereby causing a loss of Rs
8,683.67 crore,” an official said,
adding that the four nominees
did not invoke their ‘veto
rights’, in terms of Article VI of
the Shareholders Agreement to
block any such inappropriate
proposal, which is detrimental
to the State finances.

Earlier, Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena has
directed the Chief Secretary to
remove these private nominees
appointed by the Arvind
Kejriwal Government and
ordered the Vigilance
Department  to investigate the

omission/commission noted
on part of these private indi-
viduals acting as Government
nominees for any possible quid
pro quo. The Vigilance
Department said in its notices
that the Government nominee
Directors on regular post
should communicate and take
advice from the department on
regular basis and also sensitise
the DISCOMs about the rele-
vant Government guidelines
but in case if the decision of
DISCOMs are contrary to the
Government policies, the
Government nominee should-
voice the concern of the
Government and get his/her
version recorded in the
Minutes of the Board meeting

and report the same to the
Ministry/Department.

"Whether you have
apprised DPCL and Power
Department of Govt. NCT of
Delhi about the agenda of the
Board meetings and also the
decision taken by the Board
alongwith your comments.
Whether you have given any
timely feedback on decisions
taken by the  company on var-
ious aspects relating to the
above allegations or violations
of DERC regulations. Whether
any regular communication
you have maintained with
Power   Department with ref-
erence to the board meetings,
you have attended," the
Vigilance Department said in

its notices.
The notices further reads,

"Whether you have raised any
concern of the Government
with respect to any issue.
"Whether any of your dissent
has been recorded or given
immediately after circulation
of board agenda on prior to
the decision or post deci-
sion.Whether you have taken
any benefit in the form of sit-
ting fee/honorarium or any
other services or you have got
any near or dear employed in
the DISCOMs, if so  details be
provided”.

“Whether any of your
immediate family member
working in Delhi  Government
either as a permanent employ-

ee or on contractual basis or
on consultant basis or other-
wise in any of the DISCOM or
their sister company," it said. 

In October last year, the L-

G had directed the Chief
Secretary to probe alleged
irregularities in the power
subsidy given by the
Government.
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After a Preliminary Enquiry
(PE) unraveling that the

"feedback unit" set up by the
Delhi Government to check
corruption allegedly collected
"political intelligence", the CBI
has recommended that an FIR
be registered against Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia.

The CBI had registered the
PE on a reference from the
Delhi government's vigilance
department, which had detect-
ed irregularities in the FBU.

The Arvind Kejriwal-led
AAP government had pro-
posed setting up the feedback
unit (FBU) in 2015 to gather
relevant information and
actionable feedback regard-
ing the working of various
departments and autonomous
bodies, institutions and enti-
ties falling under the jurisdic-
tion of the Government of
National Capital Territory of
Delhi (GNCTD) and also
undertake "trap cases", the
CBI said.

The unit started function-
ing in 2016 with an allocation
of Rs 1 crore for secret service
expenditure, the agency said.

Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal moved the proposal
in a Cabinet meeting in 2015,
but no agenda note was cir-
culated. Sanction from the
Lieutenant Governor was also
taken for appointments in the
FBU, it alleged.

"The Feedback Unit, in
addition to collecting the man-
dated information, also col-
lected political
intelligence/intelligence qua
miscellaneous issues," accord-
ing to the PE report.

Prima facie, there was
deliberate violation of rules,
guidelines and circulars by
"delinquent public servants",
the report underscored.

"The nature of violations
committed is inherently dis-
honest and as such materials
disclose abuse of official posi-
tion with dishonest intention
by concerned public servants
Manish Sisodia, Dy. CM and
Sukesh Kumar Jain, the then
Secretary (Vigilance)," the
report alleged.

Sixty percent of the reports
generated by the FBU per-
tained to vigilance and cor-
ruption matters, while "polit-
ical intelligence" and other
issues accounted for around 40
per cent, according to the
CBI.

"The scrutiny of such
reports during the period from
February 2016 to the early part
of September 2016 shows that
a substantial number of
reports submitted by FBU
officials related not to action-
able feedback or information
on corruption in any depart-
ment, institute, entity etc.
under GNCTD but related to
political activities of persons,
political entities and political
issues touching political inter-
est of Aam Aadmi Party, BJP,
which was beyond the scope
and ambit of functions of
FBU," the agency alleged.

The FBU was allegedly
misused by the concerned
public servants for a purpose
other than the one for which
it was manifestly created.

"Use of FBU to this extent
for the purpose of gathering
political intelligence for AAP or
for convenor Arvind Kejriwal
can reasonably be interpreted
to mean and constitute the
obtaining of valuable things or
pecuniary advantage, as gath-
ering this information other-
wise would necessarily have
entailed spending money," the
CBI alleged.

The FBU was functioning
for some "hidden purpose"
which was not in the interest
of the GNCTD but "private
interest of Aam Aadmi Party
and Manish Sisodia".

The PE findings further
revealed that no formal action
was taken against any public
servant or department based
on reports of the FBU.  
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In a major development,
Delhi Lieutenant Governor

(L-G) Vinai Kumar Saxena has
given approval to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
to file a case against Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia and six others, includ-
ing an IAS officer, over allega-
tions that the AAP
Government, after coming to
power in 2015, created a
Feedback Unit (FBU) under the
vigilance department to “collect
political intelligence”.

“I am of the considered
view that the case requires to be
further investigated by CBI
deeply, after registering a reg-
ular case. I, therefore, approve
the proposal of the Directorate
of Vigilance to forward the
request of CBI in respect of
Manish Sisodia, Dy Chief
Minister, Delhi to the Ministry
of Home Affairs, Government
of India, the Competent

authority to consider granting
approval for ‘Investigation’
under Sec 17A,” reads the order
issued by the L-G.

In its preliminary enquiry
(PE), the CBI has found that
the feedback unit (FBU) set up
by the Delhi government col-
lected “political intelligence
and recommended that a First
Information Report (FIR) be
registered Sisodia and six oth-
ers including an IAS official.
According to the PE, the
Feedback Unit has caused
wrongful loss to the govern-
ment exchequer to the tune of
approximate Rs 36 Lakhs.

The CBI has recommend-

ed to convert an instant enuiry
into a regular case under sec-
tions 120B r/w 403, 409, 468,
471 & 477-A IPC and 13(2) r/w
13(1)(d) of the PC Act, 1988
and substantive offences
against Sisodia, Sukesh Kr. Jain
(IRS-1992), the then Secretary
Vigilance, Rakesh Kr. Sinha
(retd. DIG, CISF), working as
Special Advisor to the CM
and Jt. Director, Pradeep Kr.
Punj (retd. Jt. Deputy Director,
1B), working as Deputy
Director, Satish Khetrapal (retd.
Assistant Commandant, CISF),
working as Feed Back
Officer(FBO) Gopal Mohan,
Advisor anti-corruption to the
CM of Delhi and Others.The
CBI had initiated a PE in 2016
based on a written complaint
filed by the Deputy Secretary
(Vigilance), GNCT of Delhi,
KS Meena.

Prima facie, the agency
noted, there was deliberate
violation of rules, guidelines
and circulars by "delinquent

public servants"."The nature
of violations committed is
inherently dishonest and as
such materials disclose abuse of
official position with dishonest
intention by concerned public
servants Manish Sisodia, Dy.
CM and Sukesh Kumar Jain,
the then Secretary (Vigilance),"
the report alleged.

According to the CBI, 60
per cent of the reports gener-
ated by the FBU pertained to
vigilance and corruption mat-
ters, while "political intelli-
gence" and other issues
accounted for around 40 per
cent.

The CBI also sought per-
mission of the LG for register-
ing cases against others
involved in functioning of the
FBU.  Sources said Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
has referred the CBI request to
the President through the
Ministry of Home Affairs, for
registration of a case against
Sisodia.

�)�	������"�!���������*
����	
� � �"��
����*����	��+�,����*����*��%������*���	����


��77	��������	�
$1+1$+'%

Ayear after portions of five
apartments collapsed at a

housing complex, forcing
authorities to ask scores of
families to move out, residents
say they remain uncertain
about their future. On February
10 last year, renovation work on
the sixth floor apartment of
Tower D at Chintels Paradiso
in Gurugram's sector 109 trig-
gered the collapse of its dining
room floor. One after another
roofs and floors of flats below

crumbled, killing two people.
Vijay Mahanoori's flat in

the same tower was not among
the five directly involved, but he
was shaken as he rushed home
from work to his family after
getting the news. "We spent
four days in the same clothes at
a neighbour's home and now,
after a year, we are still waiting
for our home,” he says.

Tower D, with 64 apart-
ments – 16 of them unoccupied
– was sealed by the adminis-
tration and is now marked for
demolition. After a structural
audit, the Indian Institute of

Technology-Delhi also recom-
mended that people should
move out of Towers E and F.
Experts also expressed safety
concerns about Towers G and
H. But some families continue
to stay in these blocks.
Homeowners claim they are
not clear on what would hap-
pen next -- whether they will
get a refund for their flat or a
new one, or their apartment
blocks will be reconstructed
from scratch.

Like Mahanoori, many
people want another home in
exchange for the home they

were forced to leave – and not
the compensation the builders
are offering.

They will mark one year of
the Paradiso collapse on Friday
by holding a candlelight protest
at the housing society. They will
also submit a memorandum to
the district administration,
Residents' Welfare Association
president Rakesh Hooda says.

After evaluations by inde-
pendent auditors, the district
administration pegged the
apartments to be worth Rs
6,900 per sqft, an official said.
For the smallest flats in the

complex, this comes to about
Rs 1.25 crore. Interiors will be
evaluated separately. “The
builder agreed to pay this, and
some flat owners settled with
the builder. This is the final val-
uation,” Gurugram district
commissioner Nishant Kumar
Yadav says, adding that those
not satisfied with this could
move the court and seek an
increase. RWA president
Hooda is among those unhap-
py with the offer. “There should
be a fresh directive to recon-
struct Paradiso, and to reha-
bilitate the residents till the

newly constructed flats are
handed over to the owners,” he
says.  “In the last one year, there
has been no significant
progress. It's highly disap-
pointing. Paradiso flat owners
are going through a difficult
time and living in fear and
stress, with uncertainty over the
future,” he adds.

He also claims that flat
owners are yet to get any report
or order on the final valuation
of the flats. According to
Mahanoori, the money on offer
is not enough to buy a similar
flat. “We want a home in

exchange of our home only,”
Hooda says.

Another resident Sandeep
Barsaiyan insists that the only
option is the re-construction of
their flats. Sonam Arora too
wanted a home, and not the

compensation from the
builders. “The whole year after
the incident has passed with
mere assurances,” she says,
criticising the district admin-
istration as well as the local
police.
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

handed over a cheque for Rs 1
crore to the family members of
Delhi Police personnel
Shambhu Dayal, who died after
being stabbed by a snatcher.

Kejriwal said the entire
country is proud of Dayal,
who was an assistant sub-
inspector in the Delhi
Police."We handed over a
cheque for Rs 1 crore to his
family. Hope this will help
them to some extent. We are
there for the family," Kejriwal
said.

Dayal was taking the
snatcher to the Mayapuri police
station after placing him under
arrest when he was repeatedly

attacked with a knife by the lat-
ter. The ASI subsequently suc-
cumbed to his injuries.The
elder daughter of the deceased
policeman, Gayatri, thanked
Kejriwal.

"My father was a heart
patient. He had a stent but still,
never took leave. For him,
work was most important. I feel
proud of him," she said.

Dayal, who was posted at
the Mayapuri police station,
was allegedly stabbed by the
snatcher on January 4. He was
seriously injured in the incident
and admitted to a hospital
where he succumbed to his
injuries. A video purportedly of
the incident showed the ASI
trying to overpower the snatch-
er despite being stabbed.
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The Delhi Government will
launch specialised obstet-

rics, gynaecology and pedi-
atrics outdoor-patient depart-
ment (OPD) services at the
Ambedkar Nagar Hospital in
Dakshinpuri to provide better
healthcare to women and chil-
dren, according to a statement.

The OPDs will have spe-
cialist doctors and provide
round-the-clock services, the
government statement said.
"Currently, ICU (Covid), flu
clinic, pharmacy and IPD
(indoor-patient department)
services are being provided to
patients here and now OPD
services for obstetrics and
gynaecology and paediatrics
will  be started at the

Ambedkar Nagar Hospital,"
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, who holds the health
portfolio, said.

"This will benefit lakhs of
people in south Delhi. In the
future, other specialised
healthcare services will also be
added to the hospital in a
phased manner," he said.

Sisodia said the inaugura-
tion of the new OPD for

women and children at the
Ambedkar Nagar Hospital will
ensure that they do not have to
travel far to avail services.

"The hospital will not only
have specialised services to
take care of pregnant women
but will also be equipped to
provide medical facilities for
children and women with
gynaecological issues," he said.

The Delhi government's
aim is not only to make its
hospitals better than private
hospitals but also to make its
hospitals the best in the coun-
try, Sisodia said. "New hospi-
tals in Delhi have been made
fully air-conditioned. Besides
this, by making necessary
changes in the existing hospi-
tals, they are also being made
air-conditioned," he said.
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The All India Institute of
Medical Sciences  on

Wednesday issued orders for
inclusion of healthy food items
like boiled eggs, milk, sprouts,
boiled 'chana' and salad in the
menu of the cafeteria and hos-
tel mess.

In a communication sent
to the chairman of the
Cafeteria Management
Committee, AIIMS Director M
Srinivas said the existing menu
of the cafeteria and hostel
mess at the institute provides
very limited and convention-
al food like 'samosa', 'kachori'
and bread 'pakora' which are
considered unhealthy food
items.

The faculty, resident doc-
tors, nursing officers and other
staff members working at

AIIMS, New Delhi are
involved in patient care and
require healthy food to build
up and maintain their immu-
nity, the communication said.

"Chairman, Cafeteria
Management Committee is
hereby requested to issue nec-
essary directions to the DGM,
Central Cafeteria to make
available healthy food like
boiled egg, milk, sprouts,
boiled 'chana', fruit salad, veg
salad, fresh uncut fruits and
fresh fruit juices along with
other menu items in breakfast
and lunch which is available at
the Central Cafeteria, and also
make arrangements for
microwavable ready-to-made
food items requiring 2-3 min-
utes of cooking like 'upma',
'poha' etc (rates of the same
may be fixed accordingly)," the
communication said.
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The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has slapped an over

Rs 113 crore fine on a Noida-
based realtor for violating envi-
ronmental norms and observed
that inaction by the
Enforcement Directorate for
more than nine and a half years
in the matter "encouraged"
violations. It also observed that
when action was taken in the
case by the federal agency it
was in a "narrow sphere".

The ED has "forgotten to
take note" that the scope of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) has
been widened and revenue
earned by committing such
crimes is proceeds of crime as
defined in the law, the NGT
said.

The green panel was hear-
ing a petition claiming that
Uppal Chadha Hi Tech
Developers Pvt. Ltd. was vio-
lating environmental norms
in its Hi-Tech township across

14 villages in Ghaziabad and
Gautam Buddha Nagar dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh.

A bench comprising
Chairperson Justice a K Goel
noted that the project propo-
nent (PP) violated several envi-
ronmental norms and remedi-
al action for the restoration of
the environment required the
proponent to pay environ-
mental compensation on the
basis of the polluter pays prin-
ciple. The bench also compris-
ing Judicial Member Justice

Sudhir Agarwal and Expert
Member A Senthil Vel com-
puted environmental compen-
sation at 0.75 per cent of the
total project cost.

"Environmental compen-
sation of Rs 113.25 crore shall
be paid by the PP, and be
deposited with the Uttar
Pradesh Pollution Control
Board (UPPCB) within three
months," it said. Punitive action
such as criminal prosecution
would also be justified against
the PP, the bench said.
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Delhi will soon get a theme
park featuring dinosaur

sculptures made of nearly 250
tonnes of scrap. Lt Governor
VK Saxena on Wednesday laid
the foundation stone for the
second phase of the Waste-to-
Wonder Park at Sarai Kale
Khan, officials said, adding
that the dinosaur park would
be constructed at a cost of Rs
13.72 crore.

"Under the dinosaur theme
park project, 15 movable and
standing dinosaur structures
will be constructed from

approximately 250 tonnes of
scrap material," a senior official
said.Union Minister Rajnath
Singh had inaugurated the
Waste to Wonder Park in Rajiv
Gandhi Smriti Van near Sarai
Kale Khan in February 2019.

The second phase will be
developed on a 3.5-acre land at
the Waste-to-Wonder Park,

the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) said in a state-
ment.Ahead of the G20
Summit, such a project will
enhance the beauty and green
cover of the national capital, it
added.

"Movable structures of
dinosaurs like Coelophysis,
Brontosaurus, Velociraptor,
Tsintausaurus, Deinosuchus,
Deinonychus, Rajasaurus,
Prenocepahale, Ankylosaurus,
Triceratops, Amargasaurus,
Spinosaure, Tyrannosaure,
Diplodocus and Stegosaurus
will be installed," the MCD
said.The park will be illumi-

nated with ornamental lighting
and have an aesthetic sound
facility.

The landscaping will be
done by planting trees, shrubs,
grass and ornamental plants. It
will have sitting facilities, con-
necting walkways to all sculp-
tures, garden huts and a food
court area for visitors, the offi-
cials said.The Waste-to-
Wonder Park, built at a cost of
Rs 7.5 crore, features a 60-ft
Eiffel Tower, a 20-ft Taj Mahal
and replicas of five other won-
ders of the world, built using
150 tonnes of industrial and
other waste.
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The Opposition parties led
by Congress hit out at

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday for not respond-
ing to allegations related to
industrialist Gautam Adani,
which they termed "the ele-
phant in the room", with for-
mer Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi accusing Modi of "pro-
tecting" the billionaire.

Rahul alleged it was clear
that Prime Minister was pro-
tecting Gautam Adani as he did
not order an inquiry into the
allegations levelled against the
industrialist by a US-based
research firm. He said the
Prime Minister  did not answer
the questions he had posed to
him. The party at the same
time posed another set of three
questions to Modi on the con-
troversy.

While Shiv Sena MP in
Rajya Sabha Priyanka
Chaturvedi said the PM’s
speech clearly says the govern-
ment has no answers to the
questions of serious lapses of
checks & balances in the stock
market nor to the brazen
cronyism in handing over

important projects to the
group, Shiromani Akali Dal's
(SAD) Harsimrat Kaur Badal
said "the elephant in the room"
was not addressed by the gov-
ernment.

"I am not satisfied, but it
reveals the truth. There was no
talk of an inquiry. If he is not
a friend, then he should have
agreed to an inquiry. There was
no probe into shell companies
in defence sector and benami
money is changing hands, but
the prime minister did not say
anything on that. It is clear that
the prime minister is protect-
ing him," Rahul told the media
after the PM’s reply to the
motion of thanks on the
President's address.

The grand old party also
criticised the expunging of cer-
tain remarks by Rahul Gandhi
in Parliament targeting Prime
Minister and alleged that
"democracy was cremated" in
Lok Sabha while participating
in a debate on the Motion of
Thanks to the President's
Address in Lok Sabha on
Tuesday.

"He (PM) is surely trying to
protect him (Adani) and I
understand this and there are
reasons for it," he also said.

Rahul said this is an issue of
national security and concerns
the country's infrastructure
and the prime minister should
have said that there will be a
probe into the allegations. This
is a very big scam. He did not
even say that. He (PM) is sure-
ly trying to protect him (Adani)
and I understand this and
there are reasons for it," he said.

Asked if he got the answers
to his questions, the former
Congress chief said, "I did not
get any reply from the prime
minister to my questions." "The
prime minister was shell-
shocked. He was in shock and
there was no answer. I have not
asked any complicated ques-
tion. I only asked how many
times he (Adani) has gone
with you. How many times did
he meet you. I posed simple
questions but got no answers,"
he said.

AICC general secretary
Jairam Ramesh described the
prime minister's reply in
Parliament as diversionary and
said there was not even a word
on his "links" with his favourite
"businessmen". "Not a word —
direct or indirect — on the
prime minister's links with his
favourite businessman, Adani,

or his ghotalas," Ramesh said
on Twitter after the prime
minister's speech.

Sharing pictures of
Samajwadi Party MP Jaya
Bachchan in Rajya Sabha and
Prime Minister Modi in Lok
Sabha, he tweeted, "At 5:15pm
today. One of India's most
famous actress on the right
speaking in Rajya Sabha. India's
most famous actor on the left
speaking in the Lok Sabha."

Congress also questioned
as to why the Prime Minister's
Office "ignored" Niti Aayog
recommendations against
handing over six airports to an
"inexperienced" Adani Group,
a day after Rahul Gandhi
linked the meteoric rise in the

wealth of the business con-
glomerate to the BJP coming to
power.

Trinamool Congress's
(TMC) leader in the Lok Sabha
Sudip Bandyopadhyay said the
Prime Minister should clearly
make a statement assuring the
depositors of the Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) and State
Bank of India (SBI) that their
money is in safe hands. "It is a
fact that money has gone to
Adani from them (LIC and
SBI) and people were waiting
for a reply to get an assurance
from the Prime Minister but
sadly, it did not come,"
Bandyopadhyay told reporters
outside Parliament after Modi's
address.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday

underlined the significance of
sustainability by donning a
sleeveless  blue “sadri”
coloured jacket in Parliament.
The jacket is made of mater-
ial recycled from plastic bot-
tles.

He was seen wearing the
jacket in the morning session
of the Rajya Sabha when
Leader of Opposition M
Mallikarjun Kharge was speak-
ing on the President’s motion.

The jacket was presented
to him by public sector
undertaking (PSU) Indian
Oil Corporation during India
Energy Week in Bengaluru on
Monday when he launched
the uniforms under the
"Unbottled" initiative of the
company.

In line with his call to

phase out single-use plastic,
Indian Oil has adopted uni-
forms for retail customer
attendants and LPG delivery
personnel made from recy-
cled polyester (rPET) and
cotton, officials said.

Each set of uniforms of
Indian Oil's customer atten-
dant shall support the recy-
cling of around 28 used PET
bottles. The PSU is taking this
initiative further through

"Unbottled", a brand for sus-
tainable garments launched
for merchandise made from
recycled polyester.

Under this brand, the oil
giant targets to meet the
requirement of uniforms for
the customer attendants of
other oil marketing compa-
nies, non-combat uniforms
for the army, uniforms and
dresses for Institutions, and
sales to retail customers.
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BJP leader and Former
Union minister Mukhtar

Abbas Naqvi on Wednesday
attacked the Congress over
frequent disruptions in
Parliament, saying the party is
playing a "hit and run" game in
the House.

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
witnessed multiple disruptions
earlier this week and last week
following the Hindenburg
report on the Adani Group.

"The Congress' defaulter
dynasty starts playing the
drama of hit and run through
depressed defeated political
players," the former Minister
said, responding to a question
on the ruckus.

Naqvi said the Congress
has become a "non-performing
asset" which has no value out-
side or inside Parliament.

The two Houses resumed
functioning from Tuesday as
the debate on the Motion of
Thanks to the President's
address was taken up.

The Opposition is
demanding a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
probe into the allegations of

accounting fraud and stock
manipulation by a short-seller
against the Adani Group, which
has rejected all charges.

Hitting out at the Congress
for attacking the prime minis-
ter in Lok Sabha during the
debate on the President's
address, Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Wednesday said that
PM Narendra Modi's thinking
is pure like the Ganga river and
no one can stain it. During an
intervention in the debate on
the Motion of Thanks on the
President's address in the Lok
Sabha, the minister said that
instead of pointing out issues
with the central government
schemes, opposition members
are raising unrelated matters,
which is against the tradition.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, Rijiju said, should
have adhered to the rules of
parliamentary debate by speak-
ing on the President's address
rather than spreading negativ-
ity in the House.
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Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha M Mallikarjun

Kharge on Wednesday
demanded a Joint
Parliamentary   Committee
(JPC) probe into the allegations
against the Adani Group and
charged the ruling party with
spreading hatred in the coun-
try and ignoring the weaker
sections of society.

He also said the economy
was in a poor shape and the
government was unable to pro-
vide jobs to the youth despite
promises.  Kharge also said the
recent ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
undertaken by Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi was not aimed
against any one and quipped
“nafrat choro, bharat jodo.” 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was present in the house
when the leader of opposi-
tion(LOP) raised questions
about the so-called meteoric
rise of the Adani group in the
last few years due to proximi-
ty to Modi and claimed the
group had borrowed Rs more
than Rs 80,000 crores from
public sector banks.  He also
urged the Prime Minister to ask
his ministers and MPs to
refrain from making alleged
inflammatory remarks. 

The House saw repeated

exchanges between the treasury
and the Congress members
with Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar time and again ask-
ing Kharge to substantiate his
charges.

Kharge made these claims
while participating in the
debate on the 'Motion of
Thanks on the President's
Address.'  Leader of the House
Piyush Goyal and Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
objected to "insinuations"
against the prime minister.

In 2014, the prime minis-
ter had made the statement "na
khaunga, na khane dunga",
Kharge said, and asked, "Was it
a jumla?" The Congress leader
also wondered if the prime
minister was pandering to a
select few industrialists.

Without naming Gautam
Adani, who is in the middle of
a political storm after the US-
based short-seller Hindenburg
Research's adverse report trig-
gered a meltdown in the group
stocks wiping out billions of
dollars in market value, the
Leader of Opposition said the
wealth of a "close friend" of
Modi has grown 13 times in
two-and-a-half years.

The individual's wealth has
gone up from Rs 50,000 crore
in 2014 to Rs 1 lakh crore in
2019, Kharge alleged, and won-
dered what miracle happened

in two years that wealth of Rs
12 lakh crore has been
acquired.

Stressing that he does not
understand such a "fast devel-
opment", Kharge asked if it was
because of the friendship.
Dhankhar intervened and said
the discourse cannot stoop to
allegations which are not sub-
stantiated or to the use of
"loose expressions" and casting
of aspersions without any basis.

Goyal also intervened and
said Kharge was making an
allegation which cannot be
substantiated and about "an
association which has absolute-
ly has no basis whatsoever".

"He is talking of a pur-
ported wealth which does not
have any merit. That is a share
market calculation, in which
the government has no role to
play. It is for the regulators to
see and for the share market
participants to decide what
value they give," Goyal assert-
ed. Sitharaman also objected to
Kharge's statement. "It is one
thing to say it is valuation, don't
you understand? Please, alright,
quote the valuation but they are
subtly and overtly repeatedly
insinuating against the hon-
ourable PM, that's what we are
objecting to," she asserted.

When Kharge remarked
that instead of strengthening
public sector enterprises, which

provide jobs to 10 lakh people,
the government was letting
public money to the tune of Rs
82,000 crore to be used to
support the Adani Group,
which employs "only 30,000
people", Dhankhar intervened
and said India has a robust
mechanism on how people are
awarded contracts.

"I am only cautioning the
LoP that he is trying to give an
impression that India is a coun-
try where contracts can be just
given away," the Chairman
said, drawing sharp response
from the opposition members.

Goyal said the chair is
duty-bound to protect Indians
to ensure that the national
interest is not compromised.

Dhankhar said any com-
ments made in the House
should be in national interest
and should be authenticated. It
cannot be an allegation without
substance, he added.

Opposition members then
jointly asked the Chairman to

point out the anti-national
comments that Kharge has
made. "Why I say so? An
expression was given by the
Leader of the Opposition that
the largest democracy on earth
is giving contracts like this,"
Dhankhar said.
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Even as M Mallikarjun
Kharge levelled allegations

against the Government, the
Rajya Sabha also saw some
banter and light hearted
moments with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also laughing.

It happened when Kharge
mentioned alleged remarks
by Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar. Kharge, who was
initially hesitant about speak-
ing about an alleged exchange

with Dhankhar, claimed that
the Vice-President had told
him how he, in his early years
as an advocate, used to count
cash with his hands but later
bought a machine when his
practice took off. 

Kharge then asked the
Rajya Sabha chairman if it was
ok to speak about it. "Yeh
theek hai (this is all right),"
replied a smiling Dhankhar.

Kharge added, "When his
practice expanded, he bought
a machine and started count-

ing money with that machine."
To this, Dhankhar, with

folded hands, said, "Aisa
maine nahi kaha (I didn't say
that)."

The chairman quipped,
"Aisa lagta hai aap mere upar
JPC bitha doge (It seems you
will set up a JPC on me),"
referring to the Opposition's
demand for a Joint
Parliamentary Committee on
the Adani issue. 

The House broke into
laughter over this exchange.
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India has stepped up the pace
of sending rescue teams and

relief material to earthquake
ravaged Turkey and Syria.  The
relief material includes a field
hospital and medicines under
“Operation Dost,” External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said here on Wednesday.   

"Every day we see ups and
down in geopolitical situations
but India has stable relations
with countries. As per our pol-
icy of 'Vasudaiva Kutumbakam'
- India stands forever for
humanity," Jaishankar told
news agency ANI when asked
about support to Turkey despite
New Delhi's differences with
Ankara.  India has, so far, sent
around 102 tons of relief mate-
rials to Turkiye.

Meanwhile, a fourth C-17
plane of the Indian Air Force
carrying relief assistance for
Turkey's earthquake victims
landed in Adana on
Wednesday.

"The fourth @IAF_MCC
aircraft leaves for Turkiye with
the remaining component of
the field hospital. This includes
54 members of the Indian
Army medical team as well as
medical and other equipment
to establish the facility,"
Ministry of External Affairs
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
tweeted.

Turkey has called India a
"dost" for its generosity for pro-
viding funds to the country
after the earthquake caused
massive destruction. 

Ambassador of Turkey to
India Firat Sunel thanked New

Delhi and said, "a friend in
need is a friend indeed."

"Dost" is a common word
in Turkish and Hindi... We have
a Turkish proverb: "Dost kara
gunde belli olur" (a friend in
need is a friend indeed). Thank
you very much India," said the
Ambassador.

India decided to immedi-
ately send search and rescue
teams of the National Disaster
Response Force(NDRF), med-
ical teams and relief material to
Turkey following Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
instructions to offer all possi-
ble assistance to the country on
Monday. .  

Giving details of the ongo-
ing relief effort,
Secretary(West)Ministry of
External Affairs Sanjay Verma
said here, India has set up a
control room in Turkey's
Adana. Ten Indians are stuck in
remote parts of affected areas
but they are safe. One Indian
national, who was on a business
visit, is missing. “We're in
touch with his family and the
company in Bengaluru which
employs him,” he added.

Describing the earthquake
as the biggest disaster to hit
Turkey since 1939, Verma said
India has so far sent four flights
there and one aircraft to Syria
carrying rescue teams and relief
material.
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In a major boost to indigeni-
sation of Defence equip-

ment, Ministry of Defence has
approved the proposal for
indigenous manufacture of 41
sets of Modular Bridges for the
Corps of Engineers of the
Indian Army.

The contract is worth Rs
2,585 crores.

These game-changing
bridges have been designed
and developed by Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and
shall be produced by Larsen &
Toubro (L&T) as DRDO-nom-
inated production agency. The
contract for the procurement of

Modular Bridges was signed
with L&T on Wednesday, offi-
cials said here.

Each set of Modular Bridge
shall consist of seven carrier
vehicles based on 8x8 Heavy
Mobility Vehicles and two
launcher vehicles based on
10x10 Heavy Mobility Vehicles.
Each set shall be capable of
mechanically launching a sin-
gle span fully decked 46-meter
assault bridge.

The bridge can be

employed over various types of
obstacles like canals and ditch-
es with quick launching and
retrieval capabilities. The
equipment is highly mobile,
versatile, rugged and capable of
keeping pace with wheeled
and tracked mechanized vehi-
cles.

The modular bridges will
replace the manually--launched
Medium Girder Bridges
(MGB) that are currently being
used in the Indian Army. The
indigenously designed and
manufactured Modular bridges
shall have many advantages
over the MGB such as
increased span, less time for
construction and mechanical
launching with retrieval capa-
bility.
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Ahead of the Valentine’s Day,
the Animal Welfare Board

of India on Monday urged cit-
izens to observe February 14 as
“Cow Hug Day”, describing
the animal as the backbone of
Indian culture.The Animal
Welfare Board of India, which
is under the Union Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying, in its appeal has
claimed that hugging cows will
“bring emotional richness” and
will “increase our individual
and collective happiness”. The
appeal has now received mixed
reactions from Twitter users.
While some spoke in favour of
the idea, many said such a day
will not bring about any
change.

“We all know that the cow
is the backbone of Indian cul-

ture and rural economy, sus-
tains our life, represent cattle
wealth and biodiversity. It is
known as ‘Kamdhenu’ and
‘Gaumata’ because of its nour-
ishing nature like mother, the
giver of all providing riches to
humanity,” reads the opening
paragraph of the appeal signed
by Secretary SK Dutta and
issued on February 6.

"Vedic traditions are almost
on the verge of extinction due
to the progress of the west cul-
ture over time. The dazzle of
western civilization has made
our physical culture and her-
itage almost forgotten," it adds.
The letter goes on to say that
hugging a cow will bring 'emo-
tional richness' which will
increase our 'individual and
collective happiness'.

“In view of the immense
benefits of the cow, hugging

[the] cow will bring emotion-
al richness hence will increase
our individual and collective
happiness. Therefore, all the
cow lovers may also celebrate
February 14 as Cow Hug Day,
keeping in mind the impor-
tance of the mother cow and
making life happy and full of
positive energy. This [was]
issued with the approval of
competent authority and on the
direction of the Department of
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying,” the appeal further
read.

In recent years, followers of
religious leader Asaram have
also urged Indians to celebrate
February 14 as Matri Pitru
Pujan Diwas or Parents’
Worship Day.

Interestingly, cow hug-

ging has been a trend in some
Western countries for a while
now.It may be mentioned in
some countries l ike the
Netherlands, “koe knuffelen”
(Dutch for cow hugging) is

seen as a self-care practice and
is offered as a service by farm
owners.Meanwhile, in Uttar
Pradesh, the Gautam Budh
Nagar police have imposed
restrictions under Section 144

of CrPC in districts in the
Noida and Greater Noida
regions from February 4 to
Februar y 28 in view of
Valentine's Day and Shiv
Ratri.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Wednesday arrested Punjab-
based businessman Gautam
Malhotra, son of former
Shiromani Akali Dal MLA
Deep Malhotra in connection
with its ongoing probe into
Delhi excise policy scam and
in a money laundering case.

In the same case, the CBI
has also arrested a Hyderabad-
based Chartered Accountant
Butchibabu Gorantla, for his
alleged role in formulation and
implementation of the now
scrapped Delhi Excise Policy.

Gorantla is said to be a
former auditor of BRS MLC K
Kavitha.

The CBI had called
Gorantla to the national capi-
tal for questioning in the case.
He was questioned 15 times
between August and October
last year at the agency's offices

in New Delhi and Hyderabad.
The agency also ques-

tioned Gorantla from February
1 to 4 this year and confront-
ed him with the available evi-
dence.
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The CBI on Wednesday
arrested a Chief Accounts

Officer, Jammu and Kashmir
Tourism Development
Corporation and a lecturer of
the Government Polytechnic
College, Jammu in a bribery
case of Rs 2.3 lakh.

A case was registered on a
complaint against the accused

on the allegations that the
Chief Accounts Officer, J&K
Tourism Development
Corporation, Sajad Ahmed, of
Kashmir Administrative
Service,  demanded a bribe of
Rs 2.3 lakh through the accused
lecturer Shokat Ali from the
complainant for processing
payment in respect of bills
submitted by his firm, officials
said.
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The Trinamool Congress on
Wednesday dared Prime

Minister Modi to allow the JPC
and ED to probe the matter
"instead of taking recourse to
diversionary tactics.”

Senior TMC MP
Sukhendu Shekhar Roy said,
“instead of attacking the
Opposition by saying that the
ED has united them, Modi
should better have come to the
point raised by the Opposition
parties … instead of doing so
he side-stepped the issue and
dwelt on so many other things
which were not matters of
immediate concern.” The
senior TMC leader said,
“Instead of resorting to orato-
ry let the Prime Minister
should allow a JPC probe into
the Adani matter and make the
results public so that it can be
considered in right perspective
by the 140 crore people that he

was fervently referring to.”
The TMC leader had ear-

lier demanded that the
Government should impound
the passports of top executives
of the Adani Group so that they
might not flee the country.

Another senior TMC
leader JP Majumdar said that
“the people had already pun-
ished Congress for the scams
during the UPA regime that
Modi was referring to … it is
almost 20 years … now the PM
should speak about his own
Government.”

Bengal Left leadership too
attacked Modi saying, “he is
avoiding the Adani issue and
resorting to counter attacks
because he fears the truth com-
ing out.”
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Aday after journalist
Shashikant Warishe was

mowed to death by  a vehicle
driven by land dealer in
Ratnagiri district, the
Opposition Congress, Bombay
Union of Journalists and
Peoples Union for Civil
Liberties (PUCL) have on
Wednesday termed the death as
a “ well-planned murder" and
demanded an "impartial" inves-
tigation and stringent action
against the accused behind the
incident.

For t y - e i g ht - ye ar- o l d
Warishe  — who was working
for a local Marathi newspaper
“Mahanagri Times” and was
injured in the mishap on
Monday evening — suc-
cumbed to injuries on Tuesday
morning.

Warishe, who had written
a series of articles against the
proposed complex of Ratnagiri
Refinery and Petrochemicals
Ltd (RRPCL) coming up with
foreign collaboration, at Barsu,
had published an article that
named Pandharinath
Amberkar, a supporter of the
proposed refinery and alleged
that he was criminal.

On February 6, Warishe
had written an article against
Amberkar in “Mahanagari
Times “headlined ‘Photo of
criminal on banner alongside

that of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, chief minister
Eklnath Shinde and Deputy
chief minister Decvendra
Fadnavis. In his article, Warishe
had written that FIRs had been
lodged against Amberkar for
land grab intimidation.  

Amberkar was behind the
wheels of an SUV (MH08
AX6100) when the mishap
took place near a petrol pump
on a highway. Amberkar
allegedly mowed down
Warishe, who was on a scoot-
er. The scooter was crushed
under the SUV.  

Warishe was rushed to a
nearly local hospital where he
succumbed to injuries on
Tuesday morning. Within
hours after the incident,
Amberkar was arrested by the
Ratnagiri police. He was pro-
duced at a local court which
remanded him in police cus-
tody till February 14. Dubbing

the mishap as a “well-planned
murder” Chief spokesperson of
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee Atul Londhe
demanded that the person who
killed journalist Warishe
should be punished strictly.

“The killing of a journalist
is an atrocious murder of
democracy and a stain on a
progressive state like
Maharashtra.. It is a matter of
concern that attacks on jour-
nalists are increasing in
Maharashtra for doing their
work. Even when there is a
journalist protection Act, crim-
inals still don't seem to be
scared,” Londe said.

Alleging that the law and
order had broken down in the
state ever since Eknath Shinde-
Devendra Fadnavis govern-
ment came to power in June
last year,  Londhe said: “MLAs
of the ruling alliance openly fire
bullets, threaten to beat up peo-
ple, assault principals. Police
officers are also threatened but
the Shinde-Fadnavis govern-
ment is not taking any action
against those taking law into
their hands.

Expressing shock over the
killing of journalist Warishe,
the Maharashtra state unit of
PUCL demanded an “impar-
tial” investigation into the inci-
dent and prosecution of the
accused behind the incident. It
also demanded adequate com-

pensation to the family of
Warishe and urged the state
government to police protec-
tion to his family members.
Condemning the “murder” of
Warishe, the BUJ said that the
accused Amberkar was
involved in cases of land grab
and of intimidation and force
against activists opposing the
refinery project in the area.

“This area has been the site
of intense agitation over the
Nanar refinery where local
agriculturalists have been
staunchly opposing the project
as they fear it will destroy the
environment, besides their lives
and livelihood,” BUJ’s general
secretary Indrakumar Jain said
in a statement.   

While the MVA govern-
ment had scrapped the refinery
project what was to come up at
Nanur. However, the current
Shinde-Fadnavis  government
shifted the project to Barsu-
Salgaon, 20 kms away from
Nanar. However, local groups
are resisting the project.

Meanwhile, three other
journalist organisations --All
India Marathi Patrakar Sanghi,
Mumbai Marathi Patrakar
Sangh, the Mantralay Ani
Vidhimandal Vartahar Sangh
have  urged the state govern-
ment to take immediate action
in the matter and hand out
stringent punishment to the
accused.
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Unlike what it used to be in
the Jagdeep Dhankhar era,

the BJP which occupies almost
the entire Opposition space in
Bengal Assembly on Wednesday
raised anti-Government slo-
gans during the entire speech of
Governor CV Ananda Bose
alleging he had given into the
pressure of the ruling TMC. The
Governor was addressing the
House ahead of the Budget
Session.

Bose addressed the State
Assembly for the first time after
taking charge, amid protests by
BJP MLAs against “corruption”
by the ruling outfit.

Unlike Dhankhar who
would often refuse to read out
the lines given to him by the
Government, Bose read out the
speech in its entirety even as the
BJP MLAs shouted slogans

before staging a walkout. “We
are disappointed with the
Governor who knows what is
happening in the State … still he
is silent and read out a speech
prepared by the state govern-
ment, which has no relation with
reality,” Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari said.

While the State BJP enjoyed
an excellent chemistry with the
then Governor Dhankhar the
saffron outfit has been raising
questions on the style of Bose’s
functioning. 

“He should go and get some
briefing from the Vice President
of India about running the Raj
Bhavan,” Adhikari had on an
earlier occasion said, referring to
the close chemistry developing
between the Mamata Banerjee
Government and the Governor’s
House. 

In his address Bose also
urged the Centre to release
funds to the state for the bene-
fit of the poor people.  His
speech comes after the Mamata
Banerjee government and the
ruling Trinamool Congress
repeatedly accused the Centre of
"not releasing funds" to the
state. "There are three areas

where the state could have done
better - MGNREGA, rural hous-
ing, and rural roads. Till 2021-
22, West Bengal has been num-
ber one in these areas. But this
year, the state is yet to receive
funds from the Centre," he said. 

He also said, "I hope the
Centre will release the funds
soon in the interest of poor peo-
ple. And I am sure; West Bengal
will continue to hold the No. 1
place in MGNREGA, rural
housing, and rural roads as
soon as it gets its dues from the
Central Government."

While lauding the initia-
tives by the state government in
the last decade to provide the
best possible amenities and
facilities to the pilgrims, the
Governor said, "My govern-
ment is riding on the wave of its
immensely popular pro-people
policies".  

Claiming that the state gov-
ernment is committed to
upholding the noble tenets of
cooperative federalism as
"enshrined in our constitution",
Bose said the TMC government
is steadfast in its course to with-
stand all possible assaults on the
secular fabric of the state. 

"The members (of the
Assembly) can be rest assured
that my Government will deal
with all inimical forces of divi-
siveness, hatred and intoler-
ance with a firm hand and
defeating all kinds of negativi-
ty," he said.

Lauding Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Bose said it
was due to her persistent efforts
that Durga Puja of Kolkata has
been included in UNESCO's
2021 list of "Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity".

Speaking about initiatives of
the state government to boost
the industrial sector, the
Governor said the development
of Tajpur Deep Sea port is
expected to draw an invest-
ment of Rs 15000 crore. "Shale
Gas Exploration License has
been given to exploit 6.6 trillion
cubic feet shale gas in the
Raiganj region of the state," he
said.  He said the Bengal Silicon
Valley is being established at
Newtown close to Kolkata and
has drawn a tremendous
response from data centre play-
ers, which signals strong confi-
dence in the newly formulated
"WB Data Centre Policy, 2021". 
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The Ministry of Education
has asked the Comptroller

and Auditor General for a spe-
cial audit of alleged misuse of
funds for the PM Poshan
scheme in West Bengal over the
last three years, officials said on
Wednesday. Necessary correc-
tive action will be taken by the
ministry based on the audit
report, they said.

"The education ministry
has requested the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) for
a special audit of implementa-
tion of PM Poshan scheme in
West Bengal for the last three
financial years. This audit will
encompass compliance, per-
formance and financial audit,"
a senior ministry official said.
"CAG is empowered to conduct
the audit under Regulations on

Audit and Accounts
(Amendment) 2020 framed in
pursuance of Section 23 of the
Comptroller and Auditor
Generals (Duties, Powers and
Conditions of Service) Act,
1971 (Act No 56 of 1971)," he
said.

The Department of School
Education and Literacy admin-
isters the PM Poshan scheme
vide which funds are provided
to states, based on proposals
received from them, for prov-
ing one hot cooked meal to eli-
gible children from classes I to
VIII and those in Balvatika
(below class I).

The scheme, formerly
known as the mid-day meal
scheme, benefits about 11.80
crore children in the country
studying in 11.20 lakh govern-
ment and government-aided
schools.
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Disgruntled JD (U) leader
Upendra Kushwaha on

Wednesday said he would give
up his rebellion if Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar ruled
out the possibility of handing
over the mantle to his deputy
Tejashwi Yadav, who is from
the RJD.

Talking to reporters here,
the former Union minister
asserted that he would happi-
ly function as "an ordinary
party worker, worth five
rupees", if the JD(U) leadership
was assumed by "anybody from
among the Luv Kush Samaj
(Kurmis and Koeris) or the
EBCs whose aspirations have
been the party's driving force".

"The RJD people keep say-
ing a deal was struck at the time
of formation of the alliance.
This has led to turmoil in the
party. Only the CM can put an
end to rumours by announcing
that he was not backing
Tejashwi as the leader for 2025
assembly polls", he said.

Kushwaha, who had
returned to JD(U) in 2021
merging Rashtriya Lok Samata
Party, claimed he was not inter-
ested in being a claimant for the
leadership of the party.

"But this party will sink if
the current situation continues.
Nitish Kumar had pulled Bihar
out of the dark ages. His lega-
cy is under cloud", said
Kushwaha who was rewarded
with the post of parliamentary
board chief and a berth in leg-
islative council immediately
upon return to JD(U).

Asked about suspicions
that he was acting at the behest
of the BJP which he had allied
with as the RLSP chief,

Kushwaha replied testily "how
does it matter whether the BJP
or the Muslim League is behind
me". He also maintained that
Kumar, now in his 70s, was no
longer able to exercise his own
judgement but being swayed by
"two-three people close to
him".

True to form, Kushwaha
declined to take any names
when asked pointedly as to
whom he was talking about.

Meanwhile, the RJD
slammed Kushwaha for open-
ing a front against Tejashwi
Yadav, its founding president
Lalu Prasad's younger son and
heir apparent.

"Yes, a deal was indeed
struck when Nitish ji joined us
last year. The deal was to fight
against the onslaughts on the
Constitution by the ruling BJP
at the Centre", said RJD
spokesman Mrityunjay Tiwari.

"But Kushwaha must dis-
close whom he has fallen in
love with these days (kinko dil
de baithe hain). Is he still a
socialist or has he struck a deal
with communal forces", said
Tiwari.

The RJD spokesman also
said, "it is of no use to declare
someone or other as the leader.
Leaders earn their position by
the blessings of the people".
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Atransgender couple in Kerala, which
recently announced pregnancy, was

blessed with a baby at a State-run hospi-
tal here on Wednesday, considered to be
the first such case in the country.

"The baby was born by around 9.30 am
through a Cesarean Section at the
Government Medical College Hospital,"
Ziya Paval, one of the trans partners, told
PTI.

Both the baby and Zahhad, her part-
ner who delivered the child, are doing well,
Paval added. However, the trans person
declined to reveal the gender identity of
the newborn and said they did not want
to make it public right now. 

Ziya Paval recently took to Instagram
and announced that Zahhad was eight
months pregnant. Paval and Zahhad have
been together for the past three years.
Meanwhile, the transgender community
expressed happiness and excitement in
welcoming the baby. 

Adam Harry, the country's first trans-
gender pilot, said he has never felt such
happiness in his life.  "The baby
came....Both Zahhad and the baby are
healthy. Ziya is waiting outside excitedly,"

the trans man said in a Facebook post soon
after the baby's birth. In the brief post,
sprinkled with emojis of love and excite-
ment, Harry also said the gender of the
newborn will be revealed when the baby

grows up. "A healthy baby is born.  Not a
baby girl or baby boy... After all who are
we to assume their gender. Let them grow
and explore their identity," he added.
Sheethal Shyam, a trans gender activist,
shared the pictures of the trans couple in
her social media accounts to convey her
happiness. 

"That child is born," she said in her
whatsapp status. The trans couple recent-
ly revealed that both of them were under-
going hormone therapy to change their
genders but halted that for the purpose of
having the baby.

Zahhad, who was transitioning to
become a man, has stalled it to conceive
a baby. Though they had initially planned
an adoption, the couple abandoned the
plan midway as the legal procedures were
found to be difficult.

Ziya and Zahhad were also worried by
the thought that if the child they bring up
leaves them, then they would be shattered.
Thus the trans couple had finally decided
to have their own biological child and stop
the hormone therapy for that.  They had
also said that the medical college author-
ities assured them that breast milk would
be made available for the baby from the
milk bank there. 
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Acourt in Gujarat's Morbi
town on Wednesday sent

Oreva Group Managing
Director Jaysukh Patel, one of
the accused in the Morbi bridge
collapse case, to judicial cus-
tody after the end of his police
remand.

Patel, whose company was
responsible for the operation
and maintenance of the bridge,
surrendered before the court
on January 31 after it issued an
arrest warrant against him. He
was later arrested by the police.

On February 1, Patel was
remanded to police custody for
seven days by Morbi's Chief
Judicial Magistrate M J Khan in
the case of collapse of the sus-
pension bridge here in October
last year which claimed 135
lives.

Patel was produced before
the magistrate on Wednesday
after the completion of his
police remand.

Since the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
formed by the state govern-
ment to conduct a probe into
the case did not seek further
remand, Magistrate Khan sent
Patel in judicial custody.

The development comes
days after a sessions court here
rejected the bail applications of
seven other accused persons
arrested last year in the bridge
collapse case.

In all, the police have so far
arrested 10 persons, including
Patel, in connection with the
incident. Besides Patel, the
others arrested in the case are
two managers of the Oreva
Group entity, two ticket-book-
ing clerks, three security guards
and two sub-contractors who
were given the bridge repair

work by the Oreva Group.
While the Morbi sessions court
had denied bail to seven per-
sons, the two sub-contractors
- Prakash Parmar and Devang
Prakash Parmar, approached
the court for relief on Monday.

The court is likely to decide
their fate on Thursday. All the
10 accused, including Patel,
have been charged under
Indian Penal Code Sections 304
(culpable homicide not
amounting to murder), 308
(attempt to commit culpable
homicide), 336 (act which
endangers human life), 337
(causing hurt to any person by
doing any rash or negligent act)
and 338 (causing grievous hurt
by doing rash or negligent
act).

Ajanta Manufacturing
Limited (Oreva Group) was
responsible for the operation
and maintenance of the British-
era suspension bridge on the
Machchhu river which col-
lapsed on October 30 last year.
The SIT had found several
lapses in repairs, maintenance
and operation of the bridge.

The investigation revealed
that there was no restriction on
the number of persons access-
ing the bridge at a given point
in time, no restriction on the
sale of tickets, leading to unre-
stricted movement on the
bridge and repair being carried
out without consulting com-
petent experts.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the

Uttar Pradesh Global Investors’
Summit-2023 on February 10.
He will also inaugurate the
Global Trade Show and launch
Invest UP 2.0. UP Global
Investors’ Summit 2023 is
scheduled from February 10 to
12.

It is the flagship investment
summit of the Uttar Pradesh
government. It will bring
together policy makers, indus-
try leaders, academia, think-
tanks and leaders from across
the world to collectively explore
business opportunities and
forge partnerships.

Invest UP 2.0 is a compre-
hensive, investor-centric and
service-oriented investment
ecosystem in Uttar Pradesh
that endeavours to deliver rel-
evant, well defined, standard-
ised services to investors. UP
has received investment pro-
posals to the tune of Rs 21 lakh
crore in the run-up to the UP

Global Investors’ Summit (GIS)
later this week. The govern-
ment had already revised its
initial investment target to Rs
17 trillion. The total job cre-
ation potential of these pro-
posals, numbering more than
13,000, is pegged at about 18
lakh.

According to official
sources, the manufacturing
sector alone accounts for the
lion’s share of 55 per cent or
almost Rs 12 trillion of these
proposals. “Agriculture and
allied sectors have logged
investment proposals of 15 per
cent, followed by textile 7 per
cent, tourism 5 per cent, etc,”
sources said. 

These proposals were net-
ted during a series of interna-
tional and domestic investors’
roadshows held in the past two
months at prominent global
financial hubs spanning 16
countries, as well as Indian state
capitals. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had interacted with
top Indian industry captains in
Mumbai on January 5. This

garnered investment proposals
of Rs 5 lakh crore. Earlier, the
global roadshows had clocked
investment proposals of about
Rs 7 lakh crore from global big-
gies representing different con-
tinents and sectors. 

Recently, UP’s Additional
Chief Secretary (Industrial
Development) Arvind Kumar
had briefed the UP industrial
development minister about
the investment road map ahead
of the summit.

All major sectors, including
manufacturing, infrastructure,
education, tourism, textile,
health, renewable energy, IT
(information technology) and
electronics, housing, logistics,
medical, etc. have witnessed
investment pipelines.

Meanwhile, the state has
received 120 investment pro-
posals of more than Rs 3,000
crore each, which collectively
amount to almost Rs 14 trillion
with an estimated employment
potential of 1.1 million.
“Leading Indian business
groups viz. Reliance Industries,

Tata Sons, Adani, Godrej, Birla,
Piramal, Lodha, Vedanta, Parle,
Hinduja, etc. are bullish about
the UP growth story and will-
ing to partner the state in var-
ied sectors,” a senior govern-
ment official noted.
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Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
government has taken several
measures to ensure adequate
security as well as smooth traf-
fic movement during Global
Investors’ Summit beginning
from Friday, said Principal
Secretary (Home) Sanjay
Prasad.

Besides the sleuths of
reserved and armed police
forces, commandos of Special
Protection Group as well as of
Anti-Terrorists Squad will
ensure foolproof security
arrangements for VVIPs, guests
as well as the President and the
Prime Minister. PNS
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like these social, herbivorous creatures
and other diverse wildlife species.

Pollution from oil and gas industries
endangers human health. Methane is
emitted in conjunction with toxic pollu-
tion, which can cause asthma-inducing
smog or even cancer. To continue protect-
ing frontline communities and wildlife,
cutting methane emissions from the oil
and gas sector must be made stringent.
Regular inspections and repairs should
be required at all oil and gas facilities, par-
ticularly those with methane leak-prone
equipment. It’s important to eliminate
unnecessary gas flaring and establish
community monitoring programmes. A
healthy environment is a right, not a priv-
ilege, and strengthening methane rules
will have a positive wildlife and human
health impact for our future.

Vijaykumar HK | Raichur
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Sir — A regular contemporary life is quite
hectic where our body, mind and spirit
go through various spins. Running amuck

while tending to chores and fulfilling our
duties, we have a tendency to fall out of
the grid which eventually results in a dete-
rioration of health and wellbeing. The
truth is that we all need a support system
in the form of something which can help
us keep running and remain healthy even
on the most occupied days. All you have
to do is breathe in to the full capacity of
the lungs, retain the breath for a few 
seconds, and gently breathe out through
the nostrils.

What matters at the end of a practice
is the state of your body and mind. If you
feel at peace and in the present moment,
then you are practising yoga. Yoga is work
within and not a ‘workout’. Don’t let the
intimidating postures scare you away and
dim your enthusiasm to practice yoga.
Yoga is the order of the day and there is
no doubt about it. It is time to keep
abreast with yoga for a healthier life.

CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai
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����������
Sir — To clear doubts and suspicions, the
Centre must have a discussion on the
Adani issue in Parliament to know what
power lies behind the billionaire business-
man. The Congress has stepped up the
offensive against the Government over
the Adani-Hindenburg issue and is seek-
ing an immediate discussion in
Parliament. The party has also demand-
ed an impartial investigation under the
supervision of the Supreme Court or a
joint parliamentary committee to probe
the charges levelled in the Hindenburg
report against the Adani Group. The
Congress is alleging that the issue involves
crores of rupees of common people
invested in the Adani Group.

The company’s shares have seen a
beating in the market ever since the 
allegations of "financial malpractices
and stock manipulation" came out in 
the Hindenburg research report. 
The Congress and other Opposition
parties have stalled proceedings in both
Houses of Parliament for the last few days
while seeking a discussion on the issue.
Several Union Ministers have stated that
the Government has nothing to do with
the Adani issue, so why the hesitation to
have a discussion or probe? It is high time
the Government took the people of
India into confidence to restore their faith
and trust.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir —  Methane is a colourless, odourless
gas. However, the increasing presence of
methane in our atmosphere is threaten-
ing multiple species of wildlife by hasten-
ing climate change. According to studies,
this pollutant from oil and gas facilities
impacts our climate, communities and
wildlife. One must speak up now to help
reduce methane emissions and ensure a
healthy environment for vulnerable
wildlife. It is critical to keep super-pol-
lutant methane under control as it can be
especially harmful to most terrestrial
species. To protect biodiversity, we should
do everything we can to protect wildlife
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SOUNDBITE

to cover school, adult, and
higher education and efforts
towards the promotion of
Indian languages and online
education exhibit tremendous
effort towards enhancement of
the overall educational sce-
nario. Indian universities are
being encouraged to improve
their performances by making
a push towards more merit-
based peer-reviewed research
and the chimera of fulfilling
the aim of 7 percent of GDP
expenditure on education. A
few experts are of the view that
we have at least got an oppor-
tunity to analyze and address
the multidimensional issues in
the education sector. The pur-
suit of a National Education
Policy to cover Schools, Adults,
and Higher and efforts towards
the promotion of Indian
Languages and online educa-
tion exhibit tremendous effort
towards the enhancement of
the educational scenario.  

The flexibility of a Master
of one and two years is anoth-
er positive effort. The high per-
formance of Indian Universities
is encouraged as it makes a
push towards more merit-
based peer-reviewed research
and the chimera of fulfilling the
aim of 6 percent of GDP expen-
diture on the same.

Multiple viewpoints would
help in broadening the ethical
horizon and enhancing the
decision-making capabilities
while also letting the new

generation know what is eth-
ically and morally correct.
Students’ success lies in con-
templation of the possibility of
timeless and endless hope in
his/her capabilities. The Indian
education system is known for
embracing values and
approaches that shape the cre-
ative urge of the student com-
munity. However, we all
acknowledge the challenges
that are posed by the increas-
ing tentacles of the transition-
al phase. Although one cannot
but admire the ingenious dis-
play of rich content by our tra-
ditional education set-up, the
inexorable demands of compe-
tition are compelling the stu-
dents to focus on content.
This initiative would go a long
way to open new vistas besides,
this would help develop prac-
tical skills in techniques
through critical thinking.
When it comes to ethics it
means going beyond the set
clichés and moving from par-
adigm to paradigm shift. At
the higher education plat-
form, a departure from the
methodologies of many earli-
er existing education para-
meters, the remarkable efforts
by NEP provide a cutting-edge
and trans-disciplinary
overview of some crucial
issues. The purpose of educa-
tion is to improve reasoning,
observation, and experimen-
tation skills. The topics should
be interesting, thought-pro-

voking, and oriented toward
reasoning, analysis, and prop-
er application. Recent develop-
ments have established a new
basis for understanding the
changing nature of polity and
community. The ongoing
debates in contemporary pol-
itics have been dominated by
the relationship between glob-
al, national, and regional lev-
els. The purpose of the change
in the policy is to provide a
comprehensive view of politics
and emphasize the following
main areas to make the subject
more relevant Not every inno-
vative attempt starts with a
serious analytical interpreta-
tion of contemporary issues,
therefore, unconventional
attempts ought to be tried to
put forward myriad explo-
ration of ideas and topics in
which each pupil can partici-
pate and display talent. No
positive attempt is to be viewed
through the political prism or
considered as a construction of
a social narrative, the pious
and genuine penchant of the
policymakers is to provide a
new platform for the creation
of the greatest country of the
world and this can only hap-
pen if new generation started
getting right value system
from the tertiary stage itself. 

(The writer is a recipient
of Bharat Gaurav Award and

is a professor and expert on
strategic affairs. The views

expressed are personal) 
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The recent live telecast of
Hon’ble Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha- Pariksha ki

Baat 2023' was the sixth edition of
the ongoing interaction with stu-
dents to teach them how to drive
away the specter of examination
fear. The indirect or direct pres-
sure of marks morass those unable
to compete into a state of extreme
anxiety and tension. Hence, the
parents ought not to force their
ambitions on their wards; this
highlights the PM's deep concern
about the well-being of the new
generation. The Venerable Prime
Minister further advised students
to avoid shortcuts while prepar-
ing for the examination, he was
replying to a question on how stu-
dents can avoid cheating in the
examination. 

He emphasized the need for
time management and micro-
analysis of any challenge to solve
it timely. While answering the
questions from students the
Prime Minister showed his con-
cern about changing value sys-
tems in society and how to
encounter new challenges. He
also suggested new tips for smart
hard work for stress management
and asked students to recognize
their inner strength and never
practice unfair means. He also
called on parents to evaluate the
right potential of their children
and let them choose their careers
according to their interests and
should not impose their ambi-
tions on their children. The inter-
action proved to be a mass move-
ment and a great initiative to
enhance the self-confidence and
boost the morale of students in
the transitional phase due to the
rapidly changing value system
across the globe. To deal with the
situation, experts have talked
about the course of direction, the
pattern of completion of course
work, the methodology of teach-
ing, and examination. The Higher
Education Information System’s
recent attempt to ensure a high
level of partnership among insti-
tutions through equity and access
to all shows the level of insight in
empowering and motivating stu-
dents and faculty members.

Besides, the pursuit of the
National Education Policy (NEP)
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

“Conflicts and
instability exac-
erbate pre-exist-

ing patterns of gender discrim-
ination,” rued the UN’s human
rights agency (OHCHR). The
UN Secretary-General’s latest
report on conflict-related sex-
ual violence, alerted the world
about continuing use of “sex-
ual violence as a tactic of war.”

Several research studies
have pointed out that “the
overall prevalence rates of sex-
ual violence in conflict zones
are three times more than in
non-conflict settings”. As the
war prolongs in Ukraine, U.N.
Women and CARE
International expressed con-
cern about its adverse impact
on women and girls with
increasing care burden, wors-
ening gender inequalities and
gender-based violence (GBV).

While a Ukrainian lawyer
activist observed that “the true
scale of GBV is not yet known,
but it will definitely have long-
lasting consequences”, and a
researcher assessing gendered
costs of the war commented
that “it will add further mis-
eries to Ukrainian women,
who are already bearing the
brunt of the eight years of
armed conflict in eastern
Ukraine”.

Incidents of such atrocities
generally are slow to come to
light as survivors generally
desist from reporting because
of trauma, fear and insecuri-
ty, and lack of specific attention
to such cases of victimisation.
The office of the OHCHR, till
January this year, only docu-
mented around 90 such cases
since February last year.

As Ukraine witnesses a

huge exodus and internal dis-
placements (IDPs), the UN’s
International Organisation for
Migration (IOM), noted that
more than half of them have
been women and girls, who,
while fleeing for safety, secu-
rity and shelter, confronted the
dangers of trafficking, and
forced to adopt negative cop-
ing mechanisms such as child
marriage or coerced sex.
Moreover, the crumbling
health infrastructure, has also
made a heavy toll on pregnant
women with pre-natal compli-
cations, premature or still-
births, while, the stress of the
war, caused severe mental
health outcomes.Amid grow-
ing food insecurity, women
tend to become more vulner-
able to malnutrition and ane-
mia. In a bid to make up for
the lost household income,

they are also joining the hith-
erto prohibited hazardous
occupations like de-mining,
long-haul trucking, welding,
firefighting, etc. In war-rav-
aged Afghanistan, an Amnesty
International’s impact study of
the Taliban’s one year rule
revealed that “Afghan women
and girls encounter discrimi-
nation in every aspect of lives,
from reproductive rights to
personal freedom, and gover-
nance to labour market access.”

To many Afghan women,
it is a death in slow motion. A
joint research by Human
Rights Watch and San Jose
State University (SJSU)
remarked that “Taliban’s right-
violating policies destroyed
women’s livelihoods and iden-
tity, who now, live a life of fear,
harassment and intimidation”.
The country recorded the

highest rate of IPV, 35 out of
every 100 women. Women’s
financial inclusion is barely 7.2
per cent. Taliban’s latest missive
was stopping the female aid
workers from working with
the foreign aid agencies and
NGOs, for not “adhering to
Islamic dress code”. In insur-
gency dominated Somalia, the
UNSRSG-SVC’s 2019 report
highlighted “the heightened
rates of sexual violence, espe-
cially in areas controlled by Al-
Shabaab insurgents".

Families live in fear of
abduction and forced mar-
riages by Al-Shabaab insur-
gents. In every 100,000 live
births, 829 Somalian women
die, one of the highest mater-
nal mortality rates (MMR) in
the world, and only two per
cent of them have access to
modern reproductive and sex-

ual health care. Globally,
Somalia ranks fourth lowest
for gender equality (GII).

While the situation in
war-ravaged Syria has been
described by the UN human
rights chief as “the worst
man-made disaster ever since
World War II”, rendering
about 11.7 million people,
mostly pregnant women and
adolescent girls, either into
IDPs or refugees. In 2022, the
UNFPA urged upon defend-
ing the “rights to give birth
safely and live life free from
violence”, when nearly 7.3
million women and girls were
in desperate need of life-sav-
ing sexual and reproductive
health services, and many
died in the course of pregnan-
cy. Looking at ethnically and
politically unstable South
Sudan, one in three women

and girls underwent violence
(VAWG) during their lifetime,
both, by conflict and non-con-
flict actors. It has the highest
MMR in the world. The MPS,
2021, index, ranked it 165th
out of 170 countries.

As a mitigation strategy,
often a narrative of “protec-
tion” by controlling behav-
iours of women and girls is
adopted, which eventually
leads to further gender divide.
Isn’t it high time now that the
world pays heed to the
Security Council’s 2019 reso-
lution which called for an
effective role of woman and
girl survivors in decision-
making in justice, peace-
building and reconstruction
processes, and using it as an
opportunity in transforming
the gender-imbalanced 
societal structures?
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(The author of a former
Director General of

Doordarshan and All 
India radio)
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In the midst of rising tensions in
modern materialistic life, most of the
people all over the world need to
take a break and be with natural 
surroundings like forests, wildlife,

rivers and lakes. Scientists have 
proved that a few days of trips to 
natural surroundings away from the 
hustle-bustle of urban life make a big
impact on the way we think, behave and
how to take things in correct perspectives
in life.

It influences correctness in taking
decisions, relationships and also improves
our health and wellbeing. It is because of
this reason these days the top corporations
take their employees periodically to such
nature trips to improve their performance,
creativity, analytic power, connect with
each other and reduce stress.

European countries generate about 15
to 16 per cent of their GDP through
tourism and the United State of America
during 2021 received from inbound
tourism a whopping $70 billion.
Compared to these nations, Indian
tourism is around 7 per cent of the GDP
and is growing at a very rapid pace.

However, unbridled and haphazard
tourism is a big threat to the environment
especially in tropical developing countries
like India and hence now the emphasis is
on promoting sensible ecotourism. The
global share of ecotourism in the tourism
industry is only 5-6 per cent. In India, with
the support of our domestic tourists, eco-
tourism is growing at the rate of 15 per
cent annually as more and more aware-
ness is coming among the organizers and
the visitors.

India is a very rich country with a var-
ied landscape and rich flora and fauna.
The Karnataka government’s Jungle
Lodges Corporation is the first of its kind
of a flagship ecotourism destination in the
country and is in a unique position for
achieving a big success because it has a
very big clientele of IT and other profes-
sionals from Bangalore. Within a radius
of 80 to 100 km from Bangalore there are
a few world class nature adventure and
wildlife national parks and sanctuaries
with beautiful landscapes, forests and
rivers. Every successful institution has
someone behind it.

The then Chief Minister of Karnataka
late Gundu Rao after returning from
attending a meet on Tigers in Nepal in
1978 picked up two IFS officers Mr RM
Roy and Mr Vinay Luthra and asked them
if they could create a world class eco-
tourism spot in Karnataka as India has a
rich variety of flora and fauna like Tigers,
Elephants, leopards, Deer Peacock, etc.
They took up the challenge and started
with Kabini River lodge in the Nagarhole
National Park with meticulous planning
which opened the f lood gate of
Ecotourism adventure ably supported by
the burgeoning clientele of professionals
from Bangalore who were looking for
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(The author is former
Director-General,

ICFRE, Ministry of
Environment, Forests
and Climate Change)

relaxation during weekends.
It was the first in India and that

too of unparalleled world class
Ecotourism infrastructure match-
ing with the enchanting scenic
beauty of landscape. The success
of Kabini led to the establishment
of 20 such lodges and resorts in
different parts of Karnataka. The
theme of all these resorts is based
on local traditions, geographic
features, and culture and linked
with local people’s livelihood.
Ecotourism in Karnataka is pro-
viding employment to lakhs of
people directly and indirectly apart
from sustainably managing the
forests, wildlife and other natural
features for the best of both peo-
ple’s entertainment as well as
maintaining stability of the ecosys-
tem.

Bheemeswari Adventures and
Nature Camp is one of the best
ecotourism adventure sites. It is 
situated 80 km away from
Bangalore in about 40-acre area in
the midst of beautifully forested
landscape. On the other side is the
breathtaking view of crystal clear
water of Cauvery River flowing in
between the fabulous hills covered
with dense forests and chirping
sounds of birds. The site has a 
lot of adventure sports like Zip 
lining, Kayaking, Sky walking
where the tourist can feel their
adrenal gland work a bit more. The
Coracle ride and Jungle safari are
so enjoyable that one gets totally

relaxed before returning to their
workplace. The 20 log huts and
tents are all very clean with ACs
and the food is included in the
accommodation charges which
range for two people from Rs
10,000 to Rs 14,000.

The best part of the manage-
ment is that only local people 
(as all 45 employees are 
locals except the Manager) 
are employed in all the activities of
the resort and is an example how
to encash the scenic beauty of 
the landscape to earn revenue 
for the government and income 
for the locals through employment
and by using the local products 
like diary items and local organic
vegetables, while fulfilling the
objectives of conservation of for-
est and wildlife. The nature camps
are arranged for the school stu-
dents and children to spread
awareness about environmental
conservation.

The purpose of bringing this
article is to impress upon the
planners and policy makers to put
up a mechanism to cash in on the
country’s stupendous splendour of
our varied and unmatched land-
scape to create millions of jobs in
and around 32 million hectare of
forested areas where tribal and
rural poor reside and earn much
needed revenue for the govern-
ment treasury.

The Karnataka model is an
example to be emulated and repli-

cated. For this a separate 
ecotourism department should be
created at the state level to 
be manned by the trained forestry
professionals as well as 
other Ecotourism experts and
form a joint mechanism for 
management with local people
through Joint Forest
Management/Eco-development
Committees/Panchayats and
Community Forest Right
Management Committees so as to
realize the true potential of
Ecotourism as a money spinner 
for both the government and 
the people.

At the Government of India
level also a separate organization
within the forestry wing is 
needed to oversee the implemen-
tation of the scheme through site
specific fool proof guidelines/
infrastructure and without 
violation of the sanctity of forest
laws. It is necessary for the Central
government to decide that in 
certain sectors like environment
and forest conservation where
there is scope for economic 
gains we need to create posts 
in new schemes to achieve 
the goals, hence outside the box
thinking and innovative approach
are necessary.

Without the support for 
innovation from the political 
leaders, the government bureau-
cracy tends to tread the beaten
path only.
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Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy

thanked the British people on
Wednesday for their support
since “Day One” of Russia's
invasion, as he addressed UK
Lawmakers during a rare trip
outside his country to seek
more support.

“I have come here and
stand before you on behalf of
the brave,” the president said,
paying tribute to Ukraine's
military. "I thank you for your
bravery. ... London has stood
with Kyiv since Day One.”

House of Commons

Speaker Lindsay Hoyle said
that lawmakers were honoured
that Zelenskyy had put himself
at risk to make the address.

Zelenskyy's daring to visit
Britain in a bid for more
advanced weapons comes as
Kyiv braces for an expected
Russian offensive and hatches
its own plans to retake land
held by Moscow's forces.
Hundreds of lawmakers and
parliamentary staff packed the

900-year-old Westminster Hall,
the oldest — and unheated —
part of Parliament for
Zelenskyy's speech. It was only
his second confirmed journey
outside Ukraine since Russia
invaded nearly a year ago.

Zelenskyy has rallied sup-
port for his country repeated-
ly through such speeches —
mostly given remotely — to
Western lawmakers. Support
from allies has helped Ukraine
mount a surprisingly stiff
defense — and now the two
sides are engaged in grinding
battles.

The Ukrainian leader
arrived on a Royal Air Force
plane in London on
Wednesday. Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak greeted him on the
tarmac, tweeting a photo of
him embracing the Ukrainian
leader. “The United Kingdom
was one of the first to come to
Ukraine's aid. And today I'm in
London to personally thank the
British people for their sup-
port,” Zelenskyy said on
Instagram. A large convoy of
vehicles left the airport and
headed straight to Downing

Street in central London. Both
leaders posed briefly for pho-
tos in front of the famous
black door that leads into the
U.K. Prime minister's resi-
dence.

The U.K. Is one of the
biggest military backers of
Ukraine and has sent the coun-
try more than 2 billion pounds
($2.5 billion) in weapons and
equipment.

The visit comes as Sunak
announced that Britain will
train Ukrainian pilots on
“NATO-standard fighter jets.”
Ukraine has urged its allies to
send jets, though the U.K. Says
it's not practical to provide the
Ukrainian military with British
warplanes.

More than 10,000
Ukrainian troops have also
been trained at bases in the
U.K., some on the Challenger
2 tanks that Britain is sending.

“I am proud that today we
will expand that training from
soldiers to marines and fight-
er jet pilots, ensuring Ukraine
has a military able to defend its
interests well into the future,"
Sunak said.
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MOSCOW: Russian authorities
on Wednesday requested a
lengthy prison term for a former
regional governor who is stand-
ing trial on murder charges and
whose arrest two years ago
prompted weeks-long mass
protests.

The prosecutor has asked a
court in Moscow to sentence
Sergei Furgal, former governor
of Russia's far eastern
Khabarovsk region, to 23 years
in prison on charges of murder,
attempted murder and illegal
arms trafficking. Earlier this
month, a jury found Furgal
guilty on all counts. Furgal, a
former businessman, was arrest-
ed in July 2020 on suspicion of
involvement in murders and
taken to jail in Moscow. AP

C OU RC H E V E L , Fr an c e :
Ukrainian skier Ivan
Kovbasnyuk, a two-time
Olympian, can't train at home
in the Carpathian Mountains
because war in the country has
damaged the power grid so
severely that there's not enough
energy to make the chairlifts
operate.

That's just one of the rea-
sons why he thinks athletes
from Russia and Belarus
shouldn't be allowed to com-
pete at the next Olympics - or
in any international sports
events. "It's not fair when
Ukrainian sportsmen don't
have a chance to participate in
the Olympics because they are
dying on the battlefields while
Russian athletes are just silent-

ly supporting (Vladimir)
Putin's crime regime,"
Kovbasnyuk said after com-
peting in the combined race at
the Alpine skiing world cham-
pionships on Tuesday.

"This is absolutely not OK,"
he added through a translator.
"We will do everything in our
powers to prevent them from
being a part of the Olympic
family again. And we will
defend ourselves until the end,
down to the last soldier, to the
last person in Ukraine."

Then, to make sure his
message got through,
Kovbasnyuk added in English
to The Associated Press,
"Russia is killing my people.
Not good situation for Olympic
Committee." AP
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Germany, Denmark and the
Netherlands announced

Tuesday that they plan to pro-
vide Ukraine with at least 100
refurbished Leopard 1 battle
tanks in coming months, a
pledge that comes as Kyiv
anticipates a new Russian
offensive around the anniver-
sary of its invasion.

The announcement fol-
lowed Germany agreeing last
month to allow deliveries of the
more modern German-made
Leopard 2 tanks to Ukraine.

In a joint statement, the
defense ministers of Denmark,
Germany and the Netherlands
said the shipment of the older
Leopard 1 tanks was part of an
effort "to support Ukraine in
their endeavor to withstand
Russian aggression." 

"(It) will significantly
enhance Ukraine's military
potential for the restoration of
their violated territorial integri-
ty," they said, adding that the
delivery would occur "within
the coming months" and
include logistical support and
training. 

Ukrainian officials say they
expect Russian forces to make

a new drive in eastern and
southern Ukraine, as the
Kremlin strives to secure ter-
ritory it illegally annexed in late
September and where it claims
its rule is welcomed.

The anticipated Russian
push may seek to recapture ter-
ritory Moscow lost in a late
summer counteroffensive.
Battlefield setbacks in Ukraine
have embarrassed the Kremlin,
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin is keen to
cement public support for war.

Some Western military
analysts were skeptical, how-
ever, of Russia's ability to
mount a large new offensive in
coming weeks, particularly in
time for the Feb. 24 anniver-
sary, that might alter the course
of the war. 

Ukraine and Russia are
both still training their new
troops and amassing weapons.
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With the hope of finding
survivors fading,

stretched rescue teams in
Turkiye and Syria searched
Wednesday for signs of life in
the rubble of thousands of
buildings toppled by a cata-
strophic earthquake. 

The confirmed death toll
from the world's deadliest
quake in more than a decade
passed 11,000. Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan toured a “tent city” in
hard-hit Kahramanmaras
where people forced from their
homes were living. 

Amid calls for his govern-
ment to send more help to the
disaster zone, Erdogan con-
ceded initial shortfalls in the
response to Monday's 7.8 mag-
nitude quake but vowed that no
one would "be left in the
streets.” Search teams from
more than two dozen countries
have joined tens of thousands

of local emergency personnel
on the ground in Syria and
Turkiye, and aid pledges have
poured in from around the
world. But the scale of destruc-
tion from the earthquake and
its powerful aftershocks was so
immense and spread over such
a wide area, including places
isolated by Syria's ongoing civil
war, that many people were still
waiting for help. 

Experts said survival win-
dow for those trapped under
rubble of collapsed buildings or
unable to access water, food,
protection from elements or
medical attention was closing
rapidly almost three days after
quake.

Rescuers at the times used
excavators in their searches
and picked gingerly through
debris at other points to locate
survivors or dead. With thou-
sands of buildings toppled, it
was not clear how many peo-
ple might still be caught in the
rubble.
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Amagnitude 7.8 earthquake
shook Turkiye and Syria

on Monday, killing thousands
of people in the two countries. 

The death toll is expected
to rise as rescuers working in
cold and snow look for
trapped people in the rubble
of toppled buildings. 

Here are some of the
world's deadliest earthquakes
in the past 25 years: - June 22,
2022: In Afghanistan, more
than 1,100 people die in mag-
nitude 6.1 earthquake. - Aug.
14, 2021: In Haiti, a magni-
tude 7.2 earthquake kills more
than 2,200 people.

- Sept. 28, 2018: A mag-
nitude 7.5 earthquake hits
Indonesia, triggering a tsuna-
mi and killing more than
4,300 people. - April 25, 2015:

In Nepal, more than 8,800
people are killed by a magni-
tude 7.8 earthquake. - March
11, 2011: A magnitude 9.0
quake off the northeast coast
of Japan triggers a tsunami,
killing nearly 20,000 people.

- Jan. 12, 2010: In Haiti,
over 100,000 people are killed
by a magnitude 7.0 quake.
Government estimates put
the number at a staggering
316,000 dead.

- May 12, 2008: A magni-
tude 7.9 quake strikes eastern
Sichuan in China, resulting in
over 87,500 deaths.

- May 27, 2006: More
than 5,700 people die when a
magnitude 6.3 quake hits the
island of Java, Indonesia.

- Oct. 8, 2005: A magni-
tude 7.6 earthquake kills over
80,000 people in Pakistan's
Kashmir region.

- March 28, 2005: A mag-
nitude 8.6 quake in northern
Sumatra in Indonesia kills
about 1,300 people.

- Dec. 26, 2004: A magni-
tude 9.1 quake in Indonesia
triggers an Indian Ocean
tsunami, killing about 230,000
people in a dozen countries.

- Dec. 26, 2003: A magni-
tude 6.6 earthquake hits
southeastern Iran, resulting in
more than 20,000 deaths.

- May 21, 2003: More
than 2,200 people are killed in
a magnitude 6.8 earthquake in
Algeria.

- Jan. 26, 2001: A magni-
tude 7.6 quake strikes Gujarat
in India, killing as many as
20,000 people.

- Aug. 17, 1999: A mag-
nitude 7.6 earthquake hits
Izmit, Turkey, killing about
18,000 people.- May 30, 1998:
Over 4,000 people are killed
after a 6.6 magnitude temblor
hits Afghanistan's
Badakhshan province.
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Zeliha Hisir tried to speak,
but could barely move after

her hourslong rescue Tuesday
near the epicentre of a power-
ful earthquake that has devas-
tated parts of Turkiye and
Syria.

The 58-year-old woman's
eyes darted around in shock
and relief as a rescue crew cov-
ered her in a bright pink and
green fuzzy blanket. Dressed
only in shorts and a T-shirt, she
had survived through freezing
temperatures in
Kahramanmaras. 

Her son, Mufit Hisir, told
The Associated Press that fire-
fighters who flew in from
Antalya had rescued his rela-
tives.  "Two hours ago my sib-
ling was rescued after a six-
hour effort. And my mother's
rescue took two hours. They're
both well," he said. Crowds
gathered at wreckage sites

throughout Turkiye, vapour
showing the air as people
breathed in and out in antici-
pation of reaching more sur-
vivors. Even those who had
emerged or escaped collapse in
Monday's magnitude 7.8 earth-

quake and its aftershocks now
had to sleep in cars, outside or
in government shelters.  Many
felt abandoned.  "We don't
have a tent, we don't have a
heating stove, we don't have
anything. 
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Structural engineers, soldiers,
paramedics and handlers

with trained search dogs are
heading to Turkiye and Syria to
help locate and rescue sur-
vivors of Monday's earthquake.
Here's a glance at the assistance
being provided:

— The European Union
has mobilised search and res-
cue teams to help Turkiye,
while the bloc's Copernicus
satellite system has been acti-
vated to provide emergency
mapping services. 

At least 19 member coun-
tries have offered assistance.
The European Commission is
also helping neighbouring
Syria by funding humanitarian
organizations supervising
search and rescue operations. 

— The United States is
coordinating immediate assis-
tance to Turkiye, including

teams to support search and
rescue efforts. In California,
nearly 100 Los Angeles County
firefighters and structural engi-
neers, along with six specially
trained dogs, were being sent
to Turkiye.

— War-ravaged Syria
called for the United Nations
and its members to help with
rescue efforts, health services,
shelter and food aid. Both gov-
ernment-held territory and the
last opposition-held enclave

were damaged by the earth-
quake.— The International
Committee of the Red Cross
has sent enough surgical mate-
rial to treat 100 people to one
of the public hospitals in the
Syrian city of Aleppo. 

More medical equipment is
on its way to Aleppo, Latakia
and Tartous. The Red Cross
also is donating canned food,
blankets, mattresses and other
essential items for distribu-
tion in the many shelters being

set-up in affected areas. —
Russian rescue teams from the
Emergencies Ministry were
sent to Syria, where Russian
military deployed in that coun-
try already has sent 10 units
comprising 300 people to help
clear debris and search for
survivors. 

The Russian military has
set up points to distribute
humanitarian assistance. Russia
also has offered help to Turkiye,
which has been accepted.
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About 1.5 million euros (USD 1.6 mil-
lion) in cash were seized during raids

in Belgium targeting an alleged criminal
organisation suspected of sending Chinese
women to Europe and forcing them into
prostitution, the federal prosecutor's office
said Wednesday.

In addition, investigators took hold of
four tons of coins with an unspecified value,
prosecutors said. Belgian police took con-
trol of several buildings during the raids in
Antwerp, Charleroi, Louvain, Neufchateau
and Brussels, prosecutors said. After a two-
year investigation, some 300 police officers
took part in Tuesday's raids targeting
human traffickers. The prosecutor's office
described the operation as one Belgium's
biggest targeting human traffickers in
recent years.

A total of 27 people were detained,
including nine who appeared before a judge

and charged with human trafficking and
money laundering. Three suspects had
Belgian nationality, and the rest were of
Chinese origin.

Police raided more than two dozen
locations across Belgium, discovering 20
alleged victims, all of them from China.
Searches also took place in Spain and
Switzerland, where two people were
detained, according to the prosecutor's
office. Prosecutors said Chinese sex work-
ers are increasingly present in Belgium, par-
ticularly in the capital, Brussels. They said
the criminal organisation targeted in the
raids allegedly recruited women in China
and transferred them to Europe, where they
were “sexually exploited” and forced to sur-
render most of their earnings.

The alleged prostitution ring used
online rental platforms, hotels or vacation
homes and websites specialising in sex
advertisements for appointment bookings,
prosecutors said.
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Basil Rajapaksa, Sri Lanka's
former finance minister

and the younger brother of
ousted president Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, said he is ready to
renounce his US citizenship,
which he believed was an
"obstacle" to his political career
and robbing him the opportu-
nity to serve the nation. 

Basil, 71, who is a US pass-
port holder, resigned as Sri
Lanka's finance minister in
April last year as anti-govern-
ment protests intensified
against severe shortages of fuel,
food and other essentials. 

Consequently, he quit his
seat in Parliament in June
2022. 

"I am ready to give up my
US citizenship if dual citizen-
ship was an obstacle to my
future political activities. I am

also ready to remove any other
legal obstacle so that I can work
for my people," he said during
a television programme on
Tuesday. 

Basil said Ranil
Wickremesinghe has achieved
the two key requirements for
which he was appointed the Sri
Lankan President. 

“Due to the ‘Aragalaya,'
we were unable to step outside
of our houses and several prop-
erties of politicians were
attacked and burned down by
the public. But
Wickremesinghe has changed
that situation,” news portal
Newswire.Lk reported, quoting
the former lawmaker and the
national organiser of SLPP. 

Since he assumed power,
Wickremesinghe was also able
to resolve the key issues of fuel
shortages and frequent power
cuts, he said. 

“At present, we are not
facing any of those social issues.
We believe he is an individual
who has the capacity to resolve
such issues and he has proven
so,” the report quoted him as
saying. 

In July last year, Basil was
prevented from leaving Sri
Lanka following protests from
passengers and officials at the

Bandaranaike International
Airport here. 

But in September 2022,
Sri Lanka's Supreme Court
permitted Basil to travel to the
US to receive medical treat-
ment. 

Basil 's elder brother
Gotabaya, formerly a dual cit-
izen of both Sri Lanka and the
US, had to give up his US cit-
izenship ahead of the 2019
presidential elections. 

Mahinda Rajapaksa, the
76-year-old patriarch of the
Rajapaksa family has been the
country's president and prime
minister. 

He was also forced to
resign in May amidst the anti-
government protests in the
country. 

The powerful Rajapaksa
family has dominated Sri
Lankan politics for over two
decades. 
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An international team of
investigators has suspend-

ed its criminal investigation into
the downing of Malaysia
Airlines flight MH17 over east-
ern Ukraine in 2014, saying
they have insufficient evidence
to launch any new prosecutions.

Dutch prosecutor Digna
van Boetzelaer said Wednesday
that “the investigation has now
reached its limit. All leads have
been exhausted” as the team
began laying out the evidence

it uncovered in its long-running
investigation. Dutch prosecu-
tors said in their summary of
findings that “there are strong
indications that the Russian
president decided on supply-
ing” a Buk missile system to
Ukrainian separatists. 

A Buk system was used to
bring down MH17 on July 17,
2014, killing all 298 passengers
and crew.

However, “Although a lot of
new information has been dis-
covered about various people
involved, the evidence is at the
moment not concrete enough

to lead to new prosecutions,”
they added. Russia has always
denied any involvement in the
downing of MH17.

The announcement comes
nearly three months after a
Dutch court convicted two
Russians and a Ukrainian rebel
for their roles in shooting down
the Boeing 777 and killing all
298 people on board on July 17,
2014. One Russian was acquit-
ted by the court.

None of the suspects
appeared for the trial and it was
unclear if the three who were
found guilty of multiple mur-
ders will ever serve their sen-
tences. The convictions and
the court's finding that the
surface-to-air Buk missile that
blew the Amsterdam-to-Kuala
Lumpur flight out of the sky
came from a Russian military
base were seen as a clear indi-
cation that Moscow had a role
in the tragedy. 
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China says it was smeared in
U.S. President Joe Biden's

State of the Union address that
repeatedly mentioned compe-
tition between the two coun-
tries. China does not fear com-
peting with the U.S. But is
“opposed to defining the entire
China-U.S. Relationship in
terms of competition,” Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning said at a daily briefing
Wednesday.

“It is not the practice of a
responsible country to smear a
country or restrict the country's
legitimate development rights
under the excuse of competi-
tion, even at the expense of dis-
rupting the global industrial
and supply chain," Mao said. 

China will defend its inter-
ests and the U.S. Should work
with it to “promote the return
of bilateral relations to a track
of sound and stable develop-
ment," she said.

Mao's comments came
against a background of raging
disputes over trade, Taiwan,
human rights and access to
advanced technologies.

Biden mentioned China
and its leader, Xi Jinping, at
least seven times in his address
Tuesday night, focusing main-
ly on how the U.S. Was increas-
ingly prepared to compete with

Beijing while also seeking to
avoid conflict. 

“I've made clear with
President Xi that we seek com-
petition, not conflict," Biden
said. “I will make no apologies
that we are investing to make
America strong. Investing in
American innovation, in indus-
tries that will define the future,
and that China's government is
intent on dominating," he said. 

Biden said his administra-
tion is “committed to work with
China where it can advance
American interests and bene-
fit the world." However, he also
warned that “if China threatens
our sovereignty, we will act to
protect our country," a point-
ed reference to the shooting
down on Saturday of a sus-
pected Chinese spy balloon
that had traversed the conti-
nental United States.

China says the balloon was
an unmanned civilian airship
used for meteorological
research and has strongly
protested the U.S. Action while
threatening unspecified coun-
termeasures.

The incident prompted
U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken to cancel a trip to
China this week that had
stirred hopes of reversing the
continued deterioration of rela-
tions between Beijing and
Washington.
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Near the banks of
Montana's Musselshell

River, cattle rancher Michael
Miller saw a large, white orb
above the town of
Harlowton last week, a day
before U.S. Officials revealed
they were tracking a sus-
pected Chinese spy balloon
over the state. 

The balloon caused a
stir in the 900-person town
surrounded by cattle ranch-
es, wind farms and scattered
nuclear missile silos behind

chain link fences.
Miller worries about

China as a rising threat to
the U.S., but questioned how
much intelligence could be
gained from a balloon. 

China's bigger threat,
he said, is to the U.S.
Economy. 

Like many throughout
the country, Miller wonders
if stricter laws are needed to
bar farmland sales to foreign
nationals so power over agri-
culture and the food supply
doesn't end up in the wrong
hands.
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Ratib Matar's family was
growing. They needed

more space. 
Before his granddaughters,

now 4 and 5, were born, he
built three apartments on an
eastern slope overlooking
Jerusalem's ancient landscape.
The 50-year-old construction
contractor moved in with his
brother, son, divorced daugh-
ter and their young kids — 11
people in all, plus a few geese.

But Matar was never at
ease. At any moment, the Israeli
code-enforcement officers
could knock on his door and
take everything away.

That moment came on Jan.
29, days after a Palestinian
gunman killed seven people in
east Jerusalem, the deadliest
attack in the contested capital
since 2008. Israel's new far-
right National Security
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir
called not only for the sealing
of the assailant's family home,
but also the immediate demo-
lition of dozens of Palestinian
homes built without permits in
east Jerusalem, among other
punitive steps. 

Mere hours after Ben-
Gvir's comments, the first bull-

dozers rumbled into Matar's
neighborhood of Jabal
Mukaber.

For many Palestinians, the
gathering pace of home demo-
litions is part of the new ultra-
nationalist government's
broader battle for control of
east Jerusalem, captured by
Israel in the 1967 Mideast war
and claimed by the Palestinians
as the capital of a future inde-
pendent state. 

The battle is waged with
building permits and demoli-
tion orders — and it is one the
Palestinians feel they cannot
win. Israel says it is simply
enforcing building regulations.

“Our construction is under
siege from Israel,” Matar said.
His brothers and sons lingered

beside the ruins of their home,
drinking bitter coffee and
receiving visitors as though in
mourning. “We try really hard
to build, but in vain," he said.

Last month, Israel demol-
ished 39 Palestinian homes,
structures and businesses in
east Jerusalem, displacing over
50 people, according to the
United Nations. That was more
than a quarter of the total
number of demolitions in 2022.
Ben-Gvir posted a photo on
Twitter of the bulldozers claw-
ing at Matar's home.

“We will fight terrorism
with all the means at our dis-
posal,” he wrote, though
Matar's home had nothing to
do with the Palestinian shoot-
ing attacks.
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North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un brought his

daughter to visit troops to mark
the 75th founding anniversary
of the country's army as he
lauded the “irresistible might”
of his nuclear-armed military,
state media said Wednesday.

The visit came amid indi-
cations North Korea is prepar-
ing to stage a massive military
parade in the capital,
Pyongyang, where it could
showcase the latest hardware of
a growing nuclear weapons
program that stokes the con-
cern of its neighbors and the
United States.

In her fourth known pub-
lic appearance, Kim's daughter
Kim Ju Ae, believed to be 9 or
10 years old, stood closely with
her father as he shook the
hands of senior officials and sat
next to him at a table. Analysts
say Kim's decision to bring his
daughter to public events tied
to his military is to remind the
world he has no intentions to
voluntarily surrender his
nuclear weapons.
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Afire on board a New
Jersey-bound United

Airlines plane prompted it to
return to San Diego
International Airport and
four people were taken to a
hospital for treatment for
smoke inhalation, authori-
ties said.

Flight 2664 was heading
to Newark Liberty
International Airport in New
Jersey when a passenger's
external battery pack caught
fire shortly after takeoff on
Tuesday morning, authori-
ties said.

Passenger Caroline
Lipinski told KFMB-TV that
a few minutes after takeoff, a
bag belonging to a first-class
passenger began smoking.
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Firefighters worked for a sec-
ond day Wednesday to fully

extinguish a blaze at a US com-
pany's drone plant in Latvia.
Local police said nothing had
been found so far to indicate
sabotage.

Latvia's State Fire and
Rescue Service was alerted
Tuesday afternoon that a fire
had broken out at Edge
Autonomy's drone production
plant in Marupe, a town that
borders the capital, Riga.

The Baltic News Service
said that although the blaze was
largely contained by 7 pm on
Tuesday, firefighters continued

work to fully extinguish the fire
early Wednesday. 

Edge Autonomy, based in
San Luis Obispo, California, is
a maker of unmanned system
technologies and equipment
including drones for civilian
and military purposes. The US
Department of Defense, US
Army and US Marine Corps are
among its clients.

The company's Latvian
drone production plant was
established in 2009. Among

other countries, Edge
Autonomy's facility in Marupe
has delivered drones to
Ukraine. 

BNS said the two-story
drone production building with
a floor space of 600 square
metres (6,500 square feet) and
objects next to the building
caught fire. It said two people
were hospitalised while one
person received medical assis-
tance on the spot.

Riga's main airport is close
to the plant and Latvia's public
broadcaster LSM said the air-
port sent its own fire brigade to
assist in putting out the blaze,
which spread smoke into near-
by areas. 

5��6 ������)!�� �&�����"�
����"�7��!�����������& �� )

���'�3�� 8*
9�5��"��! �)%
���! ����� ����"�"6 ���"&

��� !���"������ �,����& �)�
&!�� �"����90�:�)�-�"�$



������������ �!"��#�$"%&' �( #�)�*&%�&( +,�-.-/

����	���
	���	��
�	�)���	5�%	�#�	�%
	����
�&'	�&(�� ,�"5�(�����������
����
�I����
�������	�
�����
�����
������������#��������
���	���I'�!
2����'	�
���?@?6I�#������'����������
��
��������!�)���������E'�!F��1&'�
����������������������������,�"5�(������
����	���������	�
����
��������
�����
����
�
���������������������������������
��)���������������������������,�"5I�����
��������	����#������
�������������������
�����
����)������������������	�
����
�������������,�"5I����������
�
��-+��
�������������'�!�2���
'	�
���
�����������
������������������������
��������
�
������
���
���������)����������,�"5�����#�����������������
���������
�����������	���������	�
���������������������������
��*���������
�����	�
����������������������
����
�)������#���������������
��
����
�
����Q��������
�����
�����������#�������'�������������
�������
!�)����������1&'��������	�
��I����
��������������������������������
���������)�������������'�!I��2 &��'�'+!�����������)����

��������������(��
���������!�)��������


���.	#���	�����	%�
���	�
�	��#�	�	����	
�&'	�&(�� ����&��
*�%�����9����������������
��
����������

�������#������E5&+F��
��������������������)������������
�������
�
�&��
*�%�����$
�����������������C@�����������������
�������������,������,��
���?�@@@���������������������
������������#��
������
����
�������	��*�
���	��*��������*���������
��������>
�����������
������������
���������
��
���
�����������#�������
�
#���������
�#�����
��������������5���
��
�����������9��������
&�
�*��%���������������������������������������������
������������
�������9��������I��,��������'	�
��	�����������������
��
�����
&�*���������������������������)�
�CP�@@@�"	!��E"�
�����	���
!���#�������F�	���������������
������������#����
������������)�
���
����
��������)�������������#������������������������9����������������
	�
*����	����'
���������(��#��%������
����5�
��
������E'(.%50F�
�������
�
�������
�����%�����
�����&������=���������� ���	�
����
��
��
�)�������������)����)����4������������������#���"	!���&��
*�%����
9�������������������	�
*���	����..��2��#�������%�����&�������
��)������������������
���������
������������
��������
���������#���
��
�����

��
	� , ��! (-.

The CEO of Rosneft, Igor
Sechin, participated in the

India Energy Week, a key
forum in the South Asia dedi-
cated to the energy security and
ecological sustainability.

He thanked Union
Minister  Hardeep Singh Puri
for the invitation. “I thank my
friend Hardeep Singh Puri for
extending me an invitation
and am glad to welcome all the
participants in this represen-
tative forum,” he said. 

During the session with
Ministers, he highlighted
India’s position as a leader in
the global economic growth
and Russia’s achievements
despite unprecedented sanc-
tions and pressure.

“Indian economy is leading
the world in terms of econom-
ic growth. According to the
IMF’s latest calculations, India
and its neighbors will account
for half of global economic
growth this year, with the U.S.
and the Eurozone accounting
for only 10%. India, having
become the most populous
country in the world, is turning
into a leader of global economic

dynamism, a leader demon-
strating a rapid improvement in
the lives of its citizens. A big
country with a huge young
ambitious population, where
the most important thing is the
dynamics,” said the CEO.

He also spoke about the
destruction of the single ener-
gy market and the consequences
of Europe’s rejection of Russian
gas, resulting in increased prices
and a drop in GDP. He also elab-
orated on the need for invest-
ment in the energy industry to
meet growing demand and
emphasized the importance of
energy security in the global
energy balance.

He added that Russia, in
turn, was able to achieve a result
more significant than many of
the world’s leading economies
in the face of unprecedented
sanctions, pressure and con-
frontation with almost the

entire Western world. The
implementation of major eco-
nomic programs has already
become, irrespective of the sit-
uation developing around us, a
great psychological victory. This
will predetermine our success-
es in other spheres.

He further said, “Energy
security has ceased to be glob-
al. Because of these actions, all
the principles of market trad-
ing have been destroyed, mar-
ket pricing, contract law have
in fact been abolished, logistics
chains built up for decades have
been forcibly severed. A vivid
illustration of the current situ-
ation is the blown–up Nord
Stream, a pipeline laid on the
bed of the Baltic Sea”.

“Look at the reformatting
of the European gas market. At
first, contrary to common
sense, Europe was made to
abandon long-term contracts
and was requested to ensure
switching over to spot pricing,
which led to an unprecedent-
ed prices increase – mind you
– before the well-known events
in Ukraine, on the background
of the forced green transition
and underinvestment in con-
ventional energy. 
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Sebi has notified rules asking
all market intermediaries

and companies to make regu-
latory payments to it by way of
direct credit into the bank
account through digital pay-
ment systems.

Under the rules, market
intermediaries and companies
are required to pay various fees
to the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi).

In a notification, Sebi said
that the fee can be paid to the
regulator by way of direct cred-
it into the bank account
through digital payment sys-
tems — NEFT (National
Electronic Funds Transfer),
RTGS (Real-Time Gross
Settlement), and IMPS
(Immediate Mobile Payment
Service) — or online payment
using the Sebi Payment
Gateway.

To give these effects, the
regulator has notified Sebi
(Payment of Fees and Mode of
Pay). The amendment has been
brought into various regula-
tions with respect to fees to be
paid to Sebi.
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Edible oil major Adani
Wilmar Ltd on Wednesday

reported a 16 per cent increase
in its consolidated profit to
�246.16 crore for the third
quarter ended December 2022,
on higher revenue.

Its net profit was �211.41
crore in the year-ago period.

The total income rose to
�15,515.55 crore in the third
quarter of this fiscal from
�14,398.08 crore a year ago,
according to a regulatory filing.

'����������
�B6
�����
�����
����
CPA�����?RP�CP��


��	� , ��! (-.�

Shares of most of the Adani
Group companies ended

higher on Wednesday, with
the flagship company Adani
Enterprises rallying nearly 20
per cent.

Seven of the group com-
panies ended in the positive
territory while three settled in
the red on Wednesday.

In the last two trading ses-
sions, Adani Group companies
have recovered around Rs
70,000 crore in combined mar-
ket capitalisation. The group
stocks have lost around �8.7
lakh crore or about 45 per cent
of their combined market val-
uation since January 24,
Manish Chowdhury, Head of
Research at brokerage firm
Stoxbox, said.

The US-based short-seller
Hindenburg Research came
out with its adverse report
about Adani Group on January

24.
On Wednesday, shares of

Adani Enterprises rallied near-
ly 23 per cent to �2,163, also its
upper price band on the BSE.
It later ended at �2,158.65 per
share, up by 19.76 per cent.

The flagship company’s
market valuation rose
�40,601.14 crore to �2.46 lakh
crore.

Shares of Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone
zoomed 8.34 per cent to end at
�599.45. The company’s mar-
ket valuation rose �9,969.04

crore to �1.29 lakh crore.
Adani Power closed at

�182, Adani Transmission at
�1,314.25, NDTV at �227.75
and Adani Wilmar at �419.35
per share. These firms settled
with 5 per cent gains and their
closing levels touched the
respective upper price bands on
the BSE.

Besides, Ambuja Cements
rose 0.17 per cent to close at
�384.35.

On the other hand, three of
the Adani group companies
closed in the red. Adani Total
Gas and Adani Green Energy
plunged 5 per cent each while
ACC fell 1.11 per cent to end
at �1,973.35.

Adani Total Gas settled at
�1,394.15, the lower price band.
Adani Green Energy fell 4.92
per cent to end at �801.75.
During the day, the stock
declined to touch its 52-week
low of �801.05 over its previous
close.
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France’s TotalEnergies, one of
the largest foreign investors

in billionare Gautam Adani’s
business empire, said it has put
on hold participation in Indian
conglomerate’s $50 billion
hydrogen project pending
results of an audit launched fol-
lowing allegations by a US
short-seller.

TotalEnergies has not yet
signed a contract, the French
group’s chief executive Patrick
Pouyanne said at earnings call.
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty closed

higher by more than half a per
cent on Wednesday following
buying in IT, financial and oil
stocks after the RBI slowed
down the pace of interest rate
hikes.

Ending its two-day slide,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
rebounded by 377.75 points or
0.63 per cent to close at
60,663.79 with 24 of its con-
stituents posting gains.

The broader Nifty of the
NSE spurted by 150.20 points
or 0.85 per cent to settle at
17,871.70, riding on a rally in
Adani Enterprises, Adani Ports
and HDFC Life.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services said, “Bulls took
charge of the markets as the
RBI’s MPC meeting delivered
a smaller rate hike in line with

market expectations. The RBI
has taken a more optimistic
view on domestic growth by
increasing the GDP forecast
while cautiously keeping CPI
inflation at 5.3 per cent for
FY24”.

Among Sensex stocks,
Bajaj Finance rose the most by
3.14 per cent. Ultratech
Cement, Reliance Industries,
Infosys, Wipro, HCL Tech,
TCS, Bajaj Finserve, Tata
Motors, Tech Mahindra, Titan
and Maruti were among the
major gainers.
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The rupee appreciated 19
paise to close at 82.51 (pro-

visional) against the US dollar
on Wednesday after the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
hiked the repo rate by 25 basis
points.

A rally in the domestic
equity markets and weakness in
the greenback against major
crosses overseas also support-
ed the rupee, forex traders
said.

However, surging crude
prices in the international mar-
ket and persistent foreign fund
outflows restricted the appre-
ciation bias in the local unit,
they added.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened strong at 82.67 and
touched an intra-day high of
82.47 and a low of 82.72 against
the greenback.

It finally settled at 82.51, up
19 paise over its previous close
of 82.70.

The Reserve Bank of India
slowed the pace of interest
rate increases for the second
straight time when it on
Wednesday expectedly
increased borrowing cost by 25
basis points but hinted more to
come as core inflation
remained high.

The central bank project-
ed India’s economic growth at
6.4 per cent for 2023-24, broad-
ly in line with the estimate of
the Economic Survey tabled in
Parliament last week.

3��!0����33-!�<

��&  �!"� ���;�&�"� 
��� �)����<=.>�
�$�"������)����!

��	� , ��! (-.

Gold price jumped �335 to
�57,463 per 10 gram in the

national capital on Wednesday
amid a rally in yellow metal
prices internationally, accord-
ing to HDFC Securities.

The precious metal had
settled at �57,128 per 10 gram
in the previous trade.

Silver climbed �516 to
�68,075 per kilogram.

“Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at
�57,463 per 10 gram, up �335
per 10 gram,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst - Commodities
at HDFC Securities, 
said.

In the overseas market,
both gold and silver were trad-
ing higher at $1,880 per ounce
and $22.45 per ounce, respec-
tively.

Comex gold prices moved
up in the Asian trading hours
on Wednesday, Gandhi said.
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Mumbai: Domestic banks’
exposure to the Adani Group
is “not very significant”, and the
system is strong and large
enough to not get impacted by
a single case, the Reserve Bank
said on Wednesday.

Replying to a specific ques-
tion on whether the RBI will

give any guidance to lenders on
their exposures to the Adani
group, given certain flags raised
by rating agencies, Deputy
Governor MK Jain said the
domestic banks’ exposures are
“not very significant” and
termed the exposures against
shares as “insignificant”.
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slammed centuries under pressure but
ceded ground to reigning champions
Madhya Pradesh at the fag end of the day
in their semifinal here, which was even-
ly poised on Wednesday.

Displaying resilience, Majumdar
(120) and Gharami (112) put together 241
runs from 414 balls as Bengal rebuilt the
innings from being reduced to 51 for 2
in less than an hour into the opening day's
play at the Holkar Stadium here.

But the duo departed in quick suc-
cession with Madhya Pradesh striking
with the new ball to open up the match
in the final session.

At close, Bengal were 307 for four
with skipper Manoj Tiwary (5) batting
alongside Shahbaz Ahmed (6).

In his 206-ball innings, Majumdar
smashed 13 fours and one six en route to
his 13th first-class century, while Gharami
made full use of his reprieve on 26 by
Rajat Patidar to notch up his fourth ton.

Gharami's 213-ball knock had 12
boundaries and two sixes as the duo dom-
inated the second session and frustrated
the Chandrakant Pandit-coached side by
picking easy runs in a spread-out field.
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Skipper Mayank Agarwal scored an
unbeaten century as he rescued

Karnataka from a poor start to guide the
hosts to 229 for five against Saurashtra in
the Ranji Trophy semi-final here on
Wednesday.

Sent in to bat, Karnataka were in some
trouble, losing half their side for 112 in 40.3
overs.

But opener Agarwal (110 not out) held
one end together and in the company of
wicket-keeper Srinivas Sharath (58 not
out) steadied the innings with an unbeat-
en 117-run partnership for the sixth
wicket.

Karnataka scored their runs off 87
overs before the umpires called stumps to
the opening day's proceedings.

Agarwal's patient knock came off 246
balls during which he struck 11 bound-
aries and a six, while Sharath faced 143
deliveries during his unconquered knock
and hit four fours in the process.

Right-arm medium pacer Kushang
Patel picked up two wickets, while Chetan
Sakariya and Prerak Mankad accounted

for one Karnataka batter each. The other
wicket fell to a run out.

Karnataka did not have the best of
starts as they lost opener Ravikumar
Samarth in the sixth over, caught by
Vishvaraj Jadeja off the bowling of Patel.

New man in Devdutt Padikkal didn't
last long, caught by Sheldon Jackson off
Sakariya's bowling in the opening deliv-
ery of the ninth over.

Agarwal and Nikin Jose (18) shared
47 runs for the next wicket before the lat-
ter nicked a Patel delivery to Harvik Desai
behind the stumps in the 29th over.

Manish Pandey didn't trouble the
scorers much, becoming Mankad's scalp
and overs later Shreyas Gopal (15) became
the victim of a run out as Karnataka
slumped to 112 for 5.

But Agarwal and Sharath joined
hands and played sensibly without taking
any risks to deny Saurashtra further
inroads.
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Indore: Bengal's crisis man Anustup
Majumdar and young Sudip Gharami
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Rohit Sharma, a bonafide
white-ball legend, will face
his biggest test as India's

red-ball captain against a deter-
mined Australian side which
would be hungry for revenge
when the much-awaited Border-
Gavaskar series starts here on
Thursday.

It is a series that promises a
lot of twists and turns, engross-
ing sub-plots and probably
career-defining performances.

It's such a high-profile rub-
ber that non-performance could
lead to end of career for some
after this series.

The back-to-back series
defeats in their own den (2018-
19 and 2020-21) have hurt
Cummins and his players and
they certainly have revenge on
its mind, even though it will be
easier said than done on a pitch
that promises appreciable turn
from first day itself.

The quality of India versus
Australia Test matches since
the epic 2001 series has, at
times, been better than the
Ashes. The journey of this batch
of Australian cricketers won't be
complete if they don't emulate
the exploits of the Matthew
Haydens, Justin Langers, Glenn
McGraths or the Adam Gilch-
rists of 2004.

Steve Smith put it aptly, say-
ing a series win in India will be
bigger than the Ashes.

For Rohit, who has unfortu-
nately missed all the Test match-
es or series against bigger teams
either due to injuries (hamstring
vs South Africa and split web-
bing vs Bangladesh in 2022) or
illness (Covid-19 vs England in
the one-off game), would like to
emulate his predecessor Kohli in
leading the team to another
World Test Championship final.

For that to happen, India
will need a clear two-match vic-

tory margin and Rohit's biggest
weapon of execution will be his
quartet of spinners, out of which
three are supposed to play. Not
to forget, his batters need to rise
up to Nathan Lyon's challenge.
The hosts haven't been up to
scratch when they play slow
bowlers on rank turners.

Those who have followed
the developments in Indian
cricket, know that Rohit was ini-
tially reluctant to take up red-ball
captaincy and is yet to face any
major opposition as leader in the
format.

This is the series which will
actually chart his legacy as a
leader.

No one knows how he must
have felt when the BCCI
removed him from T20I cap-
taincy after the World Cup
defeat in Australia last year. But
knowing Rohit, he will never say
a word publicly though he would
definitely have been hurt.

The decisions he takes dur-
ing the series will go a long way
in defining his leadership qual-
ities in testing times.

He will miss Rishabh Pant,

his biggest game-changer, and
how the team adjusts to the
keeper-batter's absence will be
the most important aspect dur-
ing the series.

Kona Bharat's ability as a
keeper is impressive but despite
a triple hundred at the Ranji
level, one isn't quite sure about
his capabilities as a batter while
facing high-quality Test match
bowling.

Bharat was troubled a lot by
a fifth-string Delhi bowling
attack on a tacky Kotla track in
Delhi. He huffed and puffed to

80, but the way he struggled
against the fast off-breaks of
Hrithik Shokeen, offers a pre-
view of what could be in store for
the 29-year-old against someone
like Nathan Lyon.

Ishan Kishan, with his left-
handed flair, was closer to Pant
in terms of batting skill-set but
can Rohit or coach Rahul Dravid
take the risk if he misses a
stumping or a low catch when
the ball starts turning square on
the third evening or fourth
afternoon?

People would be sceptical as

he hasn't kept wickets in red-ball
cricket.

To be some sort of a mav-
erick, Rohit perhaps needed to
drop KL Rahul straightaway, but
sending him for the media con-
ference two days before the Test
was a statement that his deputy's
place is non-negotiable despite
a string of horrendous perfor-
mances.

Which effectively means
that either Suryakumar or Gill,
two potential match winners,
will have to sit out.

But the biggest decision for
Rohit would be to choose
between Axar Patel and Kuldeep
Yadav, although the Gujarat
man looks favourite to get the
nod. There is a theory that
India might play four spinners
and Ravichandran Ashwin
could be handed the new ball.

But on a pitch that is bone
dry on both sides, reverse swing
might come into play and both
Mohammed Shami and
Mohammed Siraj can make that
old ball deviate in the opposite
direction.

For Australia, it seems,
Ashton Agar with better lower-
order batting abilities, will get the
nod as Lyon's spin partner ahead
of Mitchell Swepson, as Scott
Boland prepared to share the
new ball with his skipper.

The Australian team is
loaded with left handers and
four of them — David Warner,
Usman Khawaja, Travis Head
and Alex Carey — are almost
certain to play. The two right
handers will be Smith and
Marnus Labuschagne.

But in Cameron Green's
absence, the choice for an addi-
tional batter will be between the
right-handed Peter Handscomb
and southpaw Matt Renshaw.

For bookmakers, the series
would be nightmare as odds can
swing wildly in a matter of a few
deliveries.
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Australian cricket teams
haven't won a Test series in

India for the past 19 years but
current skipper Pat Cummins
would tell anyone who cares to
listen that his unit doesn't
carry the baggage of victories
and defeats of his predecessors.

As Cummins leads Aus-
tralia to one of its toughest
assignments in India, the skip-
per also underlined the impor-
tance of a good first-innings
score, which will be crucial in
the context of the series.

"No, this team is very dif-
ferent to a lot of the teams that
have played here in the past. So
we don't carry the wins, we
don't carry the losses," Cum-
mins told reporters when
asked if past results would
weigh heavily on his mind.

"We know it's tough to
tour here, India are a really
good cricket side, especially at
home, so we are excited. And,
yeah, we will give it our best
shot," Cummins added.

Asked about first-innings
totals, the world's premier
speedster said, "Yeah, I think
it's more important here than

anywhere else in the world,
that first-innings lead, hope-
fully. You just got to find a way
to put a big total on the board,
especially thinking if it is
going to spin, it's going to get
really hard in that second
innings."

The Australian media has
already started raising a hue
and cry about "doctored pitch-
es" with one article in Sydney
Morning Herald predicting
the nature of the wicket even
before a ball has been bowled
on the VCA stadium track.

Cummins, however, put
things in perspective, saying his
lineup being loaded with left-
handers had prompted cura-
tors to dry areas where India's
right-hand seamers will create
rough spots for the host spin-
ners to exploit.

"Potentially, yes. Looks a
little bit dry for the left-handers
and knowing how much traf-
fic will probably go through
there from the right-arm
bowlers, potentially might be
a fair bit of rough out there,"
Cummins said.

But unlike his country's
media, Cummins wants to
embrace the challenge.
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Test cricket is indeed a diffe-
rent ball game but Surya-

kumar Yadav with his amazing
skill-set and the ability to 
think out of the box is "perfec-
tly equipped" to play the tradi-
tional format, the legendary
Sachin Tendulkar opined on
Wednesday.

"From entering into T20s
and ODIs and now in the Test
squad, he has made an incredi-
ble impression around the globe.
Whoever follows Surya, they fall
in love with his ability and way
he thinks," Tendulkar said.

"But Test cricket is going to
be different. Surya looks perfect-
ly equipped to play Test cricket.
Someone of his calibre should be
considered along with KL Rahul
and Shubman Gill. All three are
capable players and I don't want
to pass any judgement here but
all three are capable enough to
walk into the team," he said.

Tendulkar, Test cricket's
highest run scorer, did not want
to be dragged into the debate on
ideal playing XI but said consis-
tency is a must to retain spot in
the team.

"I don't want to get into
team combinations and all that.
But if we get into recent past,
Shubman Gill has been in good
form and Rahul hasn't been able
to contribute, but such is life. You
go through these ups and
downs. They both are excellent
players and to retain position in
the team, one has to continue
scoring runs," Tendulkar said
when asked whether the team
management would struggle to
finalise the playing eleven.

Talking about India's No. 1
batter Virat Kohli and his return
to form in white-ball cricket,
Tendulkar said it augurs well for
the team ahead of Test series
against Australia.

"With the way he has played
in last few months, I really liked
watching that, very assertive,

very certain of what he wanted
to do." Tendulkar would be cer-
tainly watching the keen contest
between Nathan Lyon and Kohli
as that would be one of the great
match-ups.

"World cricket needs these
kind of rivalries. It is important
to have those rivalries and
remember when Australia had
come in 1998, it was termed
Warne vs Tendulkar and I had
to remind everyone that it is not
Warne vs Tendulkar but
Australia vs India. But everyone
likes to see such rivalries."

Pujara is set to complete
100-Test milestone during the
second game of the series at the
Kotla in New Delhi. Someone
with 7000-plus Test runs in 98
games, Pujara is expected to be
another thorn in Aussie flesh.

"I feel Pujara's achievements
aren't recognised enough and his
importance in the team isn't
recognised enough, generally,"
said the man, who has played an
unprecedented 200 Tests.

"He has played magnifi-
cently for the country and his
contribution has been immense
in whatever success Indian
cricket team has had," said
Tendulkar, who was in fact at the
other end when Pujara scored a
half-century on his Test debut.

The Australians will certain-
ly miss Mitchell Starc but for
Tendulkar, left-arm pacer's
absence might lessen the impact
of off-spinner Lyon.

Starc, who comes around
the wicket (over the wicket for
left-armers) often creates rough
with his footmarks in his follow
through and that becomes trou-
blesome for right-handed batters
(when a spinner operates and
exploits rough patch).

"Lyon is a world class bowler
and he becomes more effective
when Starc is there because of
the rough patches created for
right handers outside the off
stump. These are the things
which will come into play."
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The ICC on Wednesday con-
firmed that the second edi-

tion of the World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) Final between
the top two Test-playing nations
will take place at The Oval from
June 7 to 11, with June 12 as the
designated reserve day.

The South London venue
has hosted over 100 Test match-
es in its rich history, and in June
will welcome the top two Test
sides in the ICC World Test
Championship standings, which
will compete for the ICC WTC
Mace following two years of
hard-fought competition.

The ICC WTC Final is the
pinnacle event in the Test calen-
dar and is a week-long celebra-
tion of the longest format of the
game. This Ultimate Test is the
culmination of two years of
intense competition in the ICC
WTC, spanning 61 Test match-
es over 24 series played to date.

While the two competing
nations may not yet be known,
there are a host of significant fix-
tures due to be played in the
coming weeks to determine the
finalists. While six teams in
total stand a chance of qualifica-
tion, among the frontrunners to
challenge the India and Australia
are Sri Lanka, who sit third in the
standings and South Africa in
fourth, who take on reigning
WTC champions New Zealand
and the West Indies respective-
ly over two two-Test series dur-
ing February and March.
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India skipper Rohit Sharma
chose to keep suspense over

his preferred batting and bowl-
ing line-ups in the opening Test
against Australia, saying they
will go into the high-profile
series with "horses for courses"
approach.

Rohit Sharma was asked
specifically about his choice
between Suryakumar Yadav and
Shubhman Gill as there are
enough indications that team
management won't drop an out-
of-form vice-captain KL Rahul.

"Tomorrow 9 o' clock at
toss," Rohit answered with a wry

smile, knowing the line of ques-
tioning well.

Shubman Gill's sparkling
form is important and so is
Suryakumar Yadav's incredible
ability to tame a raging bull like
Nathan Lyon and the Indian
captain made it clear that as
much emphasis there will be on
consistent form, the skills suit-
able for a particular surface will
determine the playing eleven.

"It's going to be a tough one.
We know lot of guys are in good
form, that's a good sign for the
team," Rohit said. "You have
selection issues and it says a lot
about the guys performing.
That's quite crucial from team's

perspective, what we have to do
is go to each venue, see the pitch
and pick the best eleven. We
have been doing that in past and
we will be doing that going for-
ward," the skipper made it clear.

"Message to the boys is very
clear. We are ready to play hors-
es for courses. Whichever pitch,
whoever we need, we have to
bring them in. As simple as that.
That is something we have spo-
ken to the guys. We will have to
assess conditions and see who
are the right guys, so we are quite
open with all options," he was
more intent on hammering
home the point.

He smartly parried the

query when asked who between
Suryakumar and Gill is more
suitable for the Jamtha track?

"They bring different things
to the table for us. Gill we all
know has been in supreme form
in last three to four months. Lot
of big hundreds as well. Surya
has shown in T20s what he is
capable of and what sort of game

he can bring to Test cricket as
well.

"Both are quality options for
us and we haven't yet decided
who will play among the two
guys, keep in mind all aspects of
the game. I will not give you guys
anything today," the smile was
back, gauging the desperation of
the media contingent.
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Former India coach Ravi
Shastri wants in-form batter

Shubman Gill to be in the
playing XI ahead of vice-cap-
tain KL Rahul in the opening
Test of the Border-Gavaskar
series, beginning in Nagpur on
Thursday.

The former India all-
rounder also said vice-captain-
cy should not guarantee one a
place in the playing eleven if
someone like Gill is hitting the
sweet spot with monotonous
regularity in white-ball cricket.

Picking his XI for the open-
ing game of the four-Test series,
Shastri also said no one comes
close to Suryakumar Yadav at
No.5, and the middle-order
T20I batter should get his pre-
ferred position in the series.

"Shubman or Rahul (selec-
tion) depends on the team
management, what they think.
Obviously, you'd want to go
with what you've been doing in
the past, but form becomes crit-
ical.

"Someone's hitting it real
sweet and it's coming out of the
centre of the bat. Then, you
know, you wake up, and say, 'lis-
ten'," Shastri said on the ICC
Review on Wednesday.

"I've been watching Gill
and Rahul very closely in the
nets. If it's a hard call; when I
see footwork, when I see tim-
ing as to who is batting better.
If it has to be Shubman ahead
of Rahul, so be it. You know,
straight. You have to see that. I
won't say that Rahul is the vice-
captain so he becomes the
automatic choice."

INDIA EYE SUMMIT CLASH, OZ SEEK REVENGE 
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