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The ISIL-K have threatened
to launch terrorist attacks

against the embassies of India,
Iran and China in Afghanistan
and by targeting them, the ter-
ror group sought to undermine
the relationship between the
Taliban and the UN member
states in the Central and South
Asia region, according to a UN
report.

The revelations were made
in a report by UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres on
the threat posed by ISIL.

“The activities of Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant-
Khorasan (ISIL-K) remained a
significant terrorist threat in
Central and South Asia, and
the group retained ambitions to
conduct external operations,”
the 16th report of the
Secretary-General on the threat
posed by ISIL (Da’esh) to inter-
national peace and security
and the range of United
Nations efforts in support of
member states in countering
the threat said here.

The Security Council will
on Thursday hold a meeting on
“Threats to international peace
and security caused by terror-
ist acts” during which Under-
Secretary-General of the
United Nations Office of
Counter-Terrorism Vladimir
Voronkov will present the
report issued last week.

The report said ISIL-K had
positioned itself as the “primary
rival” to the Taliban and was
reportedly set to portray the
Taliban as incapable of pro-
viding security in the country.

“By targeting diplomatic
missions, Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant-Khorasan also
sought to undermine the rela-
tionship between the Taliban
and member states in the
region,” it said.

“The group also threat-
ened to launch terrorist attacks
against the embassies of China,
India and the Islamic Republic
of Iran in Afghanistan,” the
report said.

In June last year, India
resumed its diplomatic pres-
ence in Kabul by deploying a
technical team in its embassy in
Kabul, over 10 months after it
pulled out its officials from the
mission following the Taliban’s
capture of power.

The reopening of the
embassy took place after an
Indian team led by senior
Ministry of External Affairs
official JP Singh had visited
Kabul and met acting Foreign
Minister Mawlawi Amir Khan
Muttaqi and some other mem-
bers of the Taliban dispensa-
tion. The report added that an
attack in September last year on
the Russian Embassy in Kabul
was the first against a diplo-
matic presence in Afghanistan
since the Taliban takeover.

Continued on Page 2
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Terming the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train a

“dream project of this country
and of national importance
and in public interest”, the
Bombay High Court said on
Thursday dismissed a petition
filed by Godrej & Boyce com-
pany challenging acquisition
proceedings initiated by the
Maharashtra Government and
the NHSRCL in Mumbai’s
Vikhroli area for the project.

“It is the paramount col-
lective interest which would
ultimately prevail. In the facts
of this case, the private inter-

est claimed by the petitioner
does not prevail over the pub-
lic interest which would sub-
serve infrastructural project
of public importance which is
a dream project of this coun-
try and first of its kind,” said the
division bench of Justices RD
Dhanuka and MM Sathaye.

Detailed report on P5
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The US State Department
has quietly implemented

recommendations of a presi-
dential commission which has
suggested steps like opening up
American diplomatic missions
outside India for visa appoint-
ments to reduce the visa back-
log in the country.

India was one of the very
few countries where applica-
tions for US visas saw a major
upswing after coronavirus-
related travel restrictions were
lifted.

Moved by a commission
member, Ajay Jain Bhutoria
from Silicon Valley, the presi-
dential commission observed
that inordinate visa appoint-
ment delays were causing huge
problems for the students and
visitors who have plans to
come to study in the US and
visit the country.

The State Department
should allow virtual interviews
where applicable and allow
staff from embassies around

the world and the US consular
staff to help conduct the virtu-
al interviews at embassies with
high backlogs and help clear
them, the commission recom-
mended.

The recommendations
included opening up American
diplomatic missions outside
India for visa appointments,
having more counters and
deploying additional resources
to process visa applications.

The US Embassy in India
processed over 1 lakh applica-
tions just in January 2023,
their highest total in a single
month and the highest in any
month since July 2019. 

In its December meeting,
the President’s Advisory
Commission on Asian
Americans, Native Hawaiians,
and Pacific Islanders recom-
mended several steps to reduce
the growing delay in visa
appointment times in India
and other countries like
Pakistan, Nepal and
Bangladesh.

It recommended the State
Department hire new Full-
Time officers/consular or
Temporary Staff or contractors
or bring back retired consular
officers to clear the backlog at
Embassies in Asia which have
wait times of 400 or more days
and shrink the wait time to 2-
4 weeks be clearing the visa
application backlog.

The State Department
could also use staff from other
embassies around the world to
help clear the backlog in coun-
tries in Asia which have huge
backlogs and delays in visa
appointments, it had recom-
mended.

Continued on Page 2
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As India continues to pro-
cure fuel from Russia dur-

ing the ongoing Ukraine con-
flict despite objections from
western countries, the US has
said it is not looking at impos-
ing sanctions against India and
is “comfortable” with oil pur-
chase.

US Assistant Secretary of
State for European and
Eurasian Affairs Karen
Donfried late on Wednesday
said that the relationship with
India is most consequential and
while the policy approach of
the US and India may differ,
both share a commitment to
uphold the order based on
international rules and have

respect for territorial integrity
and sovereignty.

US Assistant Secretary of
State for Energy Resources
Geoffery Pyatt added the US
was “comfortable” with India’s
approach on Russian oil pur-
chase “but we value the dia-
logue that we continue to have
on the issue”. He also men-
tioned how energy security
was invariably part of most
bilateral discussions lately.

India continues to buy dis-
counted oil from Russia despite
the West’s sanction. Moscow

has become New Delhi’s sec-
ond biggest oil supplier, replac-
ing Saudi Arabia, after Iraq.
Moreover, New Delhi has so far
refrained from voting against
Russia in the UN on the issue
of its military action in
Ukraine.

The US has backed its
decision on the price cap
imposed on Russian oil and
said it was an opportunity for
India, even though it is not par-
ticipating in it, to negotiate a
better price. In December, US
National Security Council
spokesman John Kirby said
the price cap “will lock in the
discount on Russian oil” and
countries like China and India
would be able to bargain for
steep price reductions.

Continued on Page 2
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A48-year-old catering staffer
was beaten to death by

members of a disk jockey team
at a wedding venue in the
Japanese Park in outer Delhi’s
Rohini Sector 12 early on
Thursday. The police said the
victim was attacked with a
plastic crate for not serving
food plates to the DJ and his
helpers. 

The deceased has been
identified as Sandeep Thakur,
a resident of Prem Nagar, Kirari
area in Delhi. Two men have
been apprehended in the case
and raids are being conducted
to catch the others, according
to officials.

The Prashant Vihar police
station received a call at 12.58
am about the fight behind

Sawariyan Tent near Japanese
Park in Sector-12 of Rohini, a
senior police officer said.

When police reached the
spot, they found that a man,
wounded in the fight, was
taken by his friends to Baba
Saheb Ambedkar Hospital,
where doctors declared him
brought dead, Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Rohini) Rajneesh Garg
said.

According to police,
Thakur was beaten up by two
men after he failed to come up
with plates for people who
were with the DJ during the
function.

A fight broke out between
him and two other people and
he was hit on his head with a
plastic crate, Garg said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Launching a fresh attack on
the second day, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday accused Opposition
parties of using “half truths” to
“create new narratives and
spread falsehood” and accused
them of not being “bothered”
about the country, but only
about their politics”. 

Also, in a sharp attack on
the Congress and the party’s
first family “Gandhis”, Modi
questioned why none of the
family members used the
“Nehru” surname after the
country’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru if they con-
sidered Nehru to be a “great
man”. Modi said, “This coun-
try is not anyone’s fiefdom. Our
policies reflect national and
regional aspirations...But these
people who are now sitting
(with Congress), I want to
expose them today.”

“The Opposition is against
science and technology as they
are not bothered about the
country, but only about their
politics. Today, more than 350
private companies have come
into the defence sector. Our
country is exporting goods
worth �1 lakh crore in this sec-
tor. From retail to tourism,

every sector has grown,” Modi
said in the Rajya Sabha while
replying to the Motion of
Thanks to President’s Address.

The PM had attacked the
Congress, particularly Rahul
Gandhi, in the Lok Sabha a day
earlier in response to Rahul’s
allegation of Modi’s close rela-
tionship with the Adani group. 

“If we miss out on men-
tioning Nehru anywhere, they
(Congress) get upset. Nehru
was such a great person, then
why does none of them use the
Nehru surname. What is the
shame in using the Nehru
name,” Modi said.

“This country is not the
property of any family,” the PM
added, amid sloganeering and
unrelenting demand by

Opposition parties over the
Adani-Hindenburg row.

Modi also attacked the
grand old party and claimed
that the then Congress
Government at the Centre had
dismissed 90 State
Governments by “misusing”
Article 356 of the Constitution.
He also said that former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi “mis-
used” it 50 times to dismiss
elected State Governments.

“The country is with us
and people have rejected the
Congress party and punished
them from time to time. Had
the Congress worked with
good intentions for tribals, I
would not have to work so hard
in the third decade of the 21st
century,” said the PM amid

chants of Modi Modi from the
treasury benches.

Modi said as he lives for the
country and wants to do some-
thing for the country the
Opposition parties are rattled
and they are playing political
games just to save themselves.

The PM pointed at the
Opposition MPs who had gath-
ered in the Well of the House
in a bid to shout him down,
and said, “Naare bolne ke liye
bhi unko badal karna padhta
hai (they have to take turns
even to shout slogans). Ek con-
viction ke karan chala hoon,
desh ke liye jeeta hoon, desh ke
liye kuch karne ke liye nikla
hoon (I live for the country and
have embarked on the path
with conviction to serve the

nation),” he said, adding his
political opponents are playing
games as they do not have the
courage to take him on.
Opposition members from
Shiv Sena, TMC, AAP, BRS
kept shouting “Modi-Adani,
bhai-bhai” during Modi’s 90
minute speech.

As he rose to speak,
Opposition MPs, some holding
placards, rushed into the Well
of the House shouting slogans
against the Prime Minister and
seeking a Joint Parliamentary
Committee probe into allega-
tions levelled by the US short-
seller Hindenburg Research
against tycoon Gautam Adani.

Hitting back, Modi said,
“Jitna keechad uchaloge, kamal
utna hee zyada khilega (the
more dirt you fling, the bigger
the kamal — the election sym-
bol of BJP — will bloom).”
“Keechad unke pass tha, mere
pass gulal. Jo jis ke pass tha, usne
diya uchal,” Modi quoted a
poem in response to the alle-
gations Opposition parties lev-
elled on him and his
Government.

Modi accused the Congress
of adopting only “tokenism” in
solving problems the country
faced and said it was bothered
only about its political ambi-
tions and not the welfare of the
nation. 

“We don’t believe in
tokenism. We have chosen the
path of hardwork in taking the
country forward,” he said,
adding technology was being
used as an aid in this mission.

Continued on Page 2
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The Government on
Thursday said if interna-

tional price of fuel comes down
from its current price of USD
750 per metric tonne, domes-
tic LPG can then be sold at
“even more economical rates”
but added that the country will
have “to navigate the next two
or three years” through the “sit-
uation as it exists today”.

“The day international
price is determined by a ‘vari-
ety of factors’ and one of the
analysis I read said in a few
years time it will all be thing of
the past because there will be
so much gas available,” Union
Minister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hardeep Singh
Puri said in the Lok Sabha.

“But we will have to navi-
gate the next two or three
years through the kind of glob-
al situation as it exists today
and as it is evolving,” he added.

The Minister was replying
to questions of the members

who wanted to know why the
cost of the domestic gas cylin-
ders is not being reduced.

He said the Government is
“sensitive” to the requirements
of the consumers, particularly
the most vulnerable.

“We did not allow the cost
of domestic LPG to increase.
The Saudi contract price went
up by 330 per cent, yet the price
increase was very small for the
domestic thing,” he said.

“It would be ideal if the
international Saudi contract
price could come down from
USD 750 per metric tonne, it
would enable domestic LPG to
be sold at even more econom-
ical rates,” he added.

Continued on Page 2
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In a tragic incident, four fac-
tory workers were killed after

they were mowed down by an
Uttar Pradesh roadways bus
near Noida around 11.30 pm
Wednesday, officials said
Thursday. Three others sus-
tained injuries.

“Workers of the Hero
Motor Company in the
Badalpur area had come out of
the factory after their shift in
the night when the bus hit
some of them on the road,” said
Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Central Noida) Vishal Pandey. 

“Three workers died on the
spot while one died during
treatment at a hospital here.”
Pandey said. 

Continued on Page 2
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National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval and Russian

President Vladimir Putin on
Thursday held wide-ranging
discussions in Moscow and
agreed to continue working
towards implementing the
strategic partnership between
the two countries.

The Indian Embassy in
Moscow said the discussions
were focused on bilateral and
regional issues, but it did not
elaborate on the issues.

“NSA Ajit Doval called on
HE President Putin. Wide-
ranging discussion on bilater-
al and regional issues. Agreed
to continue work towards
implementing the India-Russia
strategic partnership,” the
Embassy tweeted.

Doval began his two-day
visit to Russia on Wednesday.

On Monday, Russian
Ambassador to New Delhi
Denis Alipov said Russia wants
to further diversify its relations
with India.

The NSA’s visit to Russia
came three months after
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar travelled to the
country during which the two
sides vowed to expand their
economic engagement includ-
ing India’s import of petroleum
products from its “time-tested”
partner. On Wednesday, Doval
attended the fifth meeting of
Secretaries of Security
Councils/NSAs on Afghanistan
which was hosted by Russia.

In the meeting, Doval said
no country should be allowed
to use Afghan territory to
export terrorism and asserted
that India will never abandon
the people of Afghanistan in
their time of need.

Besides Russia and India,
the meeting was attended by
representatives from Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
China, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

Continued on Page 2
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President Droupadi Murmu
said that India while pre-

siding over the G-20, is play-
ing an active role in social and
economic upliftment. With
the inclusion of values, India's
identity is being established
globally. 

The country is constantly
changing and today with eco-
nomic prosperity, India is
becoming a leader with 5th
position in the world.

The President was address-
ing the National Convention
organized on the theme
‘Women as Foundation of
Value-Based Society’ at
Brahma Kumaris Om Shanti
Retreat Centre in Gurugram’s

Bahora Kalan on Thursday.
The President inaugurated

the seminar by lighting a lamp.
The President was jointly wel-
comed by Haryana Governor,
Bandaru Dattatraya and Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.

Addressing the seminar,
the President said, “While the
government is fulfilling its
responsibility for women's
empowerment in society, every
person should admire it and
take inspiration from their
working style. 

Today, India is establishing
its dominance globally on the
strength of its values."

Murmu said that today
women are performing better
than men in every field. “Be it
science, arts, education, engi-
neering or political field,

women have raised their flags
of success at every level,” she
added.

Referring to India's first
woman Rafale fighter jet pilot
Shivangi Singh, Haryana
Governor, Bandaru Dattatraya
said that her achievement has
shown a new path of success
to other daughters of India as
well.

From Page 1
The advisory committee

noted that in 2012 President
Barack Obama issued a memo
to reduce the wait time from
several months to a few days
and this memo streamlined
the visa process. The Trump
administration had rescinded
the President Obama memo,
and this is also contributing as
one of the factors in causing
delays for Visa appointments,
it said.

As such, it recommended
that President Joe Biden
should consider issuing a

memo to the State
Department to shrink the visa
appointment wait times to 2-
4 weeks maximum for coun-
tries with significant backlogs
including India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and other coun-
tries in a similar situation.

There have been growing
concerns in India over the
long waiting period for first-
time visa applicants, especial-
ly for those applying under B1
(business) and B2 (tourist)
categories.

The waiting period for
first-time B1/B2 visa appli-

cants in India was close to
three years in October last
year.

In January, the State
Department not only imple-
mented remote processing of
interview waiver cases for
applicants with previous US
visas but also launched sever-
al initiatives, including sched-
uling special interviews for
first-time applicants and
increasing the strength of
consular staff.

It also conducted “special
Saturday interview days” on
January 21. 

From Page 1
The victim was declared

dead when he was brought to
the Dr Baba Saheb Ambedkar
Hospital. A case under sections
302 (murder) and 34 (common
intention) of the Indian Penal
Code has been registered at the
Prashant Vihar Police Station,
they said. Investigation so far
has revealed that four people

were present at the spot when
the fight happened, police said.

Two of them are being
interrogated and the role of all
suspects is being ascertained.
Multiple teams have been con-
stituted to nab the two accused
who are absconding, police
added.

Arjun Thakur, the elder
brother of the deceased, said

they received information
about the incident from hos-
pital.

“We received a call from
the hospital regarding his
death. The hospital authorities
called us from Sandeep’s mobile
phone. He used to work as a
catering staff in parties. We
never thought that this would
happen,” Arjun Thakur said.

From Page 1
The idea of the price cap-

ping was to squeeze the rev-
enue of Russia that is fuelling
the war in Ukraine and the US
diplomats indicated that they
believe the sanctions are hav-
ing their intended impact.

Over the last months, India
has been buying more and
more cheap Russian oil and
refining it into fuel for Europe
and the US. Fuel refined in
India is not considered to be of
Russian origin.

India shipped about 89,000
barrels a day of gasoline and
diesel to New York last month,

the most in nearly four years,
according to data intelligence
firm Kpler, reported news
agency Bloomberg. Daily low-
sulfur diesel flows to Europe
were at 172,000 barrels in
January, the most since
October 2021, Bloomberg
reported.

US Assistant Secretary
Pyatt said the energy security
agenda that India and US are
pursuing together is particu-
larly important in light of what
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has done over the past
year to disrupt global energy
markets.

“By weaponising Russia’s
oil and gas resources, Russia
has demonstrated that it will
never again be a reliable ener-
gy supplier. It also caused a
short spike in global oil and gas
prices which continue to ripple
around the world,” Geoffrey
Pyatt said.

Though India is not a par-
ticipant in the price cap, it has
effectively used its negotiation
leverage which it derives from
the price cap and the fact that
large portions of the global
market are no longer accessible
to Russia, to drive down price
of Russian crude, Pyatt said.

From Page 1
Modi also took the oppor-

tunity to take a jib on the
recent al l iances of  the
Congress and narrated how
elected Governments of the
Left in Kerala, NT Rama Rao
in Andhra Pradesh, Sharad

Pawar in Maharashtra and
MG Ramachandran in Tamil
Nadu were dismissed by the
Congress. 

“And today these parties
are sitting along with the
Congress,” said Modi.

With many parties in

States promising freebies and
reverting to heavy cash out-
flow schemes like old pension
in run-up to elections, Modi
cited examples of near bank-
ruptcy in neighbouring coun-
tries to say that they should
not play with the financial

health and economic policies.
Attacking the Congress, he

said the party named as many
as 600 schemes after the
Nehru-Gandhi family. “Some
people’s behaviour and lan-
guage are disappointing not
just for the House but for the

country,” he said in oblique
reference to the allegations
Opposition parties levelled at
him. Later, the Motion of
Thanks on the President’s
Address was adopted with
voice vote.

From Page 1
In December, ISIL-K

claimed attacks against the
Embassy of Pakistan and a
hotel frequented by Chinese
nationals.“Apart from high-
profile attacks, ISIL-K con-
ducted near-daily attacks tar-
geting Shia minorities, which
also served to undermine the
Taliban’s authority and chal-
lenge their nascent security
agencies,” the report said.

It said that UN member
states in the Central and
South Asian region estimate
the current strength of ISIL-
K at between 1,000 and 3,000

fighters, of whom approxi-
mately 200 are of Central
Asian origin.

Other member states
believe that these numbers
may be as high as 6,000, it
said. The group was concen-
trated primarily in eastern
Kunar,  Nangarhar and
Nuristan Provinces, but a
large cell remained active in
Kabul and its environs. Balkh,
one of the most economical-
ly developed provinces in the
north, is of primary interest to
Islamic State in Iraq and the
Levant-Khorasan in terms of
revenue generation.

From Page 1
On another issue relating

to the progress of work in the
‘smart cities’,   the Government
said  in  the Lok Sabha  that
almost all 100 cities selected
under the smart cities initia-
tive are progressing “fairly
well” with some facing a slow-
down in work due to Covid
and local factors. 

Hundred smart cities had
been selected through four
rounds of competition from
January 2016 to June 2018.
The Ministry had launched
the Smart Cities Mission on
June 25, 2015.

The Centre’s assertion
came in response to a question
in Lok Sabha by Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor, who
asked about “discrepancies”
in the implementation of the
projects under the Smart City
programme.

Tharoor cited a compari-
son between Varanasi with
Atal Nagar in Chhattisgarh,
saying while most projects
are complete for the former,
only a few had wrapped up for
the latter.

In response to the ques-
tion during Question Hour,
Minister for Housing and

Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh
Puri said, “When you read
facts and figures, you have to
be careful.”

Sometimes, very little
work is left for a project
under construction to be
completed but till the com-
pletion certificate comes, it
will be shown as work under
progress, Puri pointed out.
“Almost all 100 cities are
doing fairly well. In some
due to the Covid period, there
was a slowdown, or there
were local factors....The state
governments also has a role in
this (projects),” he said.

Puri stressed that in
places where local MPs and
elected representatives take
interest, there is a very big dif-
ference. Responding to the
claim of “uneven progress”,
Puri said, “Varanasi was
declared a smart city in
September 2016, while Atal
Nagar came in round three,
much later. So to compare
something which is in round
one to something which is in
round three also requires what
I call a statistical hop, step and
jump which I think educated
members and analysts should
try and avoid indulging in.” 

From Page 1
“Three others who suf-

fered injuries have been
referred to Delhi for treat-
ment,” Pandey said. 

He said the police respond-
ed immediately upon receiving
the information and helped the
injured rush to hospital. The
bus of the Noida depot has
been impounded but its driver
fled the spot and efforts are on
to arrest him, the additional
DCP said. 

From Page 1
Doval’s visit to Moscow comes weeks ahead of the G-20

Foreign Ministers’ meeting in New Delhi. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov is expected to travel to India to attend
the meeting on March 1 and 2. The ties between India and
Russia remained strong notwithstanding Moscow’s invasion
of Ukraine.  India’s import of Russian crude oil has gone up
significantly in the last few months despite increasing disquiet
over it in many Western countries. India has not yet con-
demned the Russian invasion of Ukraine and it has been main-
taining that the crisis must be resolved through diplomacy and
dialogue. 
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Over 16 lakh Indians
renounced their Indian

citizenship since 2011 includ-
ing 2,25,620 last year, the
highest during the period,
while the lowest of 85,256 was
in 2020, according to gov-
ernment data.

The year-wise number of
Indians who renounced their
citizenship was provided by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in response to a
question in Rajya Sabha.

Jaishankar said the num-
ber of Indians who renounced
their Indian citizenship in
2015 was 1,31,489, while
1,41,603 people gave it up in
2016 and 1,33,049 in 2017.

In 2018, the number was
1,34,561, while 1,44,017
renounced their citizenship in
2019, 85,256 in 2020 and

1,63,370 in 2021.
The number in 2022 was

2,25,620, according to the
minister.

For reference purposes,
Jaishankar said the data for
2011 was 1,22,819, while it
was 1,20,923 in 2012, 1,31,405
in 2013 and 1,29,328 in 2014.

The total  number of
Indians who gave up their
Indian citizenship since 2011
comes to 16,63,440.

To a specific query, he
said, according to informa-
tion, five Indian nationals
obtained the citizenship of the
United Arab Emirates during

the last three years.
Jaishankar also provided

a list of 135 countries whose
citizenship Indians acquired.

To another question,
Minister of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan said
the government is aware of
the issue of professionals hav-
ing been laid off by US com-
panies in recent months.

"Of these, a certain per-
centage is likely to be Indian
nationals on H-1B and L1
visas.  The government of
India has consistently raised
issues relating to the movement
of high skilled workers, includ-
ing IT professionals, with the
US government," he said. "It
has also been working with
various stakeholders, includ-
ing industry organisations
and business chambers on
these issues," Muraleedharan
said. 
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Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia

on Thursday said that the
National Cadet Corps (NCC)
has instilled patriotic fervour
among the youth of the coun-
try and also shows a sense of
responsibility to serve its peo-
ple.

Felicitating 30 NCC
cadets for winning various
awards in the Annual
Republic Day Camp, Sisodia
said the facilities and NCC's
r igorous training have
empowered the cadets to
excel and make Delhi resi-
dents proud.

"It is a matter of great
pride that our NCC cadets
have brought such laurels to
the state. I am proud that we
are able to provide excellent
facilities for our NCC cadets
of Delhi. The wonderful facil-
ities and NCC's rigorous
training offered here have
empowered our NCC cadets

to excel, and make Delhi res-
idents proud," said Sisodia,
who is also Delhi's education
minister.

NCC officers and cadets
along with NCC ADG Major
General SP Vishwasrao and
Education Secretary Ashok
Kumar were also present at
the felicitation ceremony.
"Seeing the NCC cadets in
uniform reminds me of my
school and college days when
I was an NCC cadet. 

The NCC training
instilled the passion to serve
the nation, discipline and the
spirit of patriotism in me
which still keeps me going,"
the deputy chief minister said.

The Delhi government is

building a state-of-the-art
underground firing range in
the NCC building at Rohini,
which is being built at a cost
of Rs 3 crore, according to the
city government officials.

The Annual Republic
Day Camp (RDC) is held at
Parade Ground,  Delhi
Cantonment every year where
students participate in a num-
ber of activities, including
cultural competitions, nation-
al integration awareness pro-
grams and institutional train-
ing.  

This year a total of 116
cadets  f rom the Delhi
Directorate participated in
the Republic Day Camp for
NCC Cadets. 

Eighteen cadets partici-
pated in the parade on
Kartavya Path during
Republic Day Parade, seven
cadets were chosen for Guard
of Honour, nine cadets from
the NCC Delhi Directorate
competed for Best Cadet
Award, 40 NCC cadets from
Delhi Directorate.
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Two persons were found
dead in an apartment

building at west Delhi's Kirti
Nagar area on Thursday after-
noon, police said. 

The police received infor-
mation regarding the incident
on the second floor of a build-
ing in Ramesh Nagar at 3.31
pm. 

When they reached the
spot, they found a man hang-
ing from a ceiling fan while a
woman was found dead on the
bed, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (West) Ghanshyam
Bansal said. 

The deceased have been
identified as Vijay Kumar (28)
and Anchal (25). They were
residents of Patel Nagar and
Anand Parbat and had known
each other for years, the police
said. 
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After failing in three
attempts, the Municipal

Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
has sent a proposal to
Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena to conduct elections for
Mayor, Deputy Mayor and
members of the standing
committee on February 16.  

According to AAP sources,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
has also agreed to the propos-
al sent by the MCD. The final
decision to this effect will be
taken by Lt Governor's office. 

Earlier, AAP’s mayor can-
didate Dr Shelly Oberoi has
approached the Supreme Court
of India for urgent completion
of mayoral elections of MCD.
This is the second time a peti-
tion has been filed by Dr Shelly
Oberoi concerning the mayoral
polls. 

Earlier, she had approached
the Supreme Court demanding
timely conduct of the mayoral
elections and later withdrawn
the petition on the ground
that the elections were going to
take place on 6th February
2023. 

A bench of Chief Justice D
Y Chandrachud and Justices P
S Narasimha and J B Pardiwala
issued notice on the plea and
seeking replies by next Monday. 

The House in January had
convened for the first time
after the high-stakes December
4 civic polls and was adjourned
following acrimonious
exchanges between members of

the BJP and the AAP. 
The second municipal

House held on January 24,
was briefly adjourned after the
oath-taking ceremony, and was
later adjourned till next date by
the pro tem presiding officer. 

After the House was
adjourned on Monday again
for the third time, a month after
the first municipal House, the
AAP had alleged that the may-
oral election could not be held
on Monday as the BJP is "stran-
gulating democracy and the
Constitution of India", while
the saffron party accused the
Aam Aadmi Party of coming
out with excuses to stall the
mayoral poll and blamed the
AAP for the stalemate. 

The AAP had emerged as
a clear winner in the December
4 polls, bagging 134 wards
and ending the BJP's 15-year
rule in the civic body. The BJP
won 104 wards to finish sec-
ond, while the Congress won
nine wards in the 250-member
municipal House. 
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The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) budget

2023-24 is likely to be passed by
the special officer of the civic
body in the absence of Mayor
and less than a week is left to
complete the budget exercise. 

The MCD House has failed
to elect a Mayor, Deputy Mayor
and Standing Committee
members for the third time in
a row as both  the AAP and the
BJP have  accused each other
of stalling the process. The
absence of mayor in the MCD
has put many principal tasks of
the civic body in jeopardy. 

According to officials, if
this happens, it will be an
"unprecedented development"
in the civic body's journey as
the budget is traditionally
passed by a House. 

Officials say the budget
passed through the adminis-
trative route may have a big
impact on the citizens. “In
that case, policies concerning
the citizens which could have
been included in the budget
through public discourse
would not feature in the bud-
get,” said an official. As per the
Delhi Municipal Corporation
Act, the Budget needs to be

wrapped up and passed before
February 15 without fail. The
financial exercise that starts in
December every year, starts
with the Budget proposal pre-
sented in front of the Standing
Committee by the MCD com-
missioner. 

After the proposal, it goes
through several rounds of dis-
cussions and is altered accord-
ingly. The Budget is further
presented in front of the House
and then passed with any nec-
essary changes.

The civic body conducted
a meeting last week to discuss
the budget proposal for 2023-
24 for various provisions,
including the funds allocated
for various works and the tax
slab rates. The municipal com-
missioner presented the budget

proposals worth Rs 16,023
crore to the special officer on
December 8 last year. 

The annual budget has to
be presented by a commis-
sioner before December 10,
according to statutory require-
ments.The budget is eventual-
ly approved by the Leader of
House in a special meeting of
the House chaired by the
mayor.

"However, as the House is
still to get a mayor after three
attempts in vain, and the mat-
ter has now gone to court, and
the budget exercise is to be
completed latest by February 15
as statutorily mandated under
the DMC Act, 1957, it seems
the budget will be passed by the
special officer only," an official
source said.
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The Gurugram couple
arrested for allegedly tor-

turing and sexually abusing a
minor domestic help have been
sacked from their jobs, while
police began a search on
Thursday for the placement
agency through which the girl
was employed.

The public relations agency
for which the woman worked
and the insurance company
where her husband was
employed announced their ter-
mination on Twitter.

On Thursday, an official of
the Jharkhand Bhawan in Delhi
also visited the civil hospital to
meet the girl, a staffer of the
health facility said. 

Earlier, the Jharkhand
Chief Minister's Office has
urged office of the Haryana
chief minister and the National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR) to pro-
vide support for the girl's reha-
bilitation."Chief Minister
Hemant Soren is deeply
anguished at this inhuman act
of child torture that's come to
light. 

NCPCR & cmohry are
kindly requested to take due
note of this grave matter with
utmost importance and pro-
vide necessary support to reha-
bilitate the girl back to her fam-
ily" his office tweeted.

The girl from Ranchi in
Jharkhand was hired through
a placement agency and the
couple made her work and also
beat her mercilessly daily,
according to the complaint
filed by Pinky Malik, the in-
charge of the Sakhi centre that
along with police rescued the

girl. Several injuries were found
on her hands, feet and mouth,
police had said after arresting
Manish Khattar (36) and his
wife Kamaljeet Kaur (34), res-
idents of New Colony here, on
Wednesday.According to the
FIR, the girl is 17 years old and
not 14 as told by a police offi-
cer earlier.

Malik claimed that the
couple would not let her sleep
in the night and also did not
give her food. 

"Her mouth was com-
pletely swollen while injury
marks were found everywhere
on her body," she said.
According to the FIR, the vic-
tim said five months ago, her
uncle left her at Khattar's flat
where he lives with his wife and
daughter.

The victim said she was
humiliated and beaten every
day, it said. Heated iron tongs
were allegedly used on her.
Khattar used to strip her naked
and hurt her on her private
parts, according to the FIR. The
victim said the couple confined
her at their house and did not
allow her to talk to her family.

The FIR has been regis-
tered against the couple under
sections 323 (causing hurt), 342
(wrongful confinement), 34
(common intention) of the
Indian Penal Code, and provi-
sions of the Juvenile Justice Act

and the Protection of Children
Against Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act.The police have
invoked POCSO Act's section
12, which pertains to punish-
ment for "sexual harassment".

A team on Thursday con-
ducted searches in Delhi for the
placement agency through
which the victim is said to have
been hired for Rs 10,000 a
month, police said. 

Khattar, who is in police
remand, claimed that he hired
the girl five months ago for tak-
ing care of his daughter and got
in touch with the placement
agency online, SHO New
Colony police station Inspector
Dinkar said. While Khattar is
a resident of Gurugram, his
wife is a native of Ranchi.

"Our team searched for
the agency today in Delhi. The
accused also confessed that
when the victim made a mis-
take, he got angry and used to
beat her. Further probe is
underway," he said. 

On Kaur's job termina-
tion, the public relations agency
tweeted: "We are shocked to
learn about the human rights
and child abuse allegations
against Kamaljeet Kaur."

"As an organisation, we
respect the Indian legal system
and are strictly against any
form of human rights abuse.
The company has terminated
her services with immediate
effect," it said.

The insurance company,
where Manish Khattar was
employed, tweeted that it
believes in upholding high lev-
els of ethical and moral con-
duct at all times. "We have sev-
ered the employment of the
individual with immediate
effect," the company said.
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With campus walks, theatre
performances, open mic

and even a food festival, teach-
ers of the Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) are striving to
shed its "tukde-tukde" image
and highlight the "real face and
values" of the institution.

"Tukde-tukde" (pieces) is a
term often used by right-wing
parties for those it alleges want
to break up the country. It was
coined in the aftermath of a
JNU protest in 2016. The aim
of the four-day festival --
MOSAIC: Judte-Judte (unite)
JNU! -- is to counter the 'tukde-
tukde' narrative, Jawaharlal
Nehru University Teachers'
Association (JNUTA) Secretary
Suchairta Sen said.

The festival that began  on
Thursday will have campus
walks, theatre performances,
open mic, academic discus-
sions and a food festival, to
thwart the "willful attempts to
misrepresent the varsity", she
said."The name itself gives out
the message. 

Mosaic means a collection
of images made up of small reg-
ular or irregular pieces. A nar-
rative was set for several years
about the image of JNU as
'tukde-tukde' gang. That is why
we have used this name," Sen

explained.  According to Sen,
JNU has been going through
challenging times for the last
few years."The values that the
university community stands
for have been tarnished in the
public domain, ironically at a
time when the university has
continued to top the list of
higher educational institutions
in the country by its outstand-
ing performance in teaching
and research," she noted.

The depletion in JNU's
vibrant campus life was exac-
erbated by the pandemic,
which led to a very long lock-
down of the campus, the
JNUTA secretary highlighted. 

"As the campus is now
slowly returning to its full
strength with the admission of
students to various pro-
grammes this year, it's time to
restore its vibrant energies.

The festival will show the real
face of the university," she
remarked.

A plethora of events have
been planned over the four-day
period where prominent peo-
ple will come to deliver the
message of diversity, solidarity
and empathy, which are the
foundation of the university,
Sen said.

"This festival celebrates the
spirit of this university with
qualities of diversity, solidari-
ty, empathy being foundation-
al in making the university
community exist within and
outside the campus," she said.
Sen said the JNUTA has
planned several programmes
on topics like gender, evolution
of JNU, diversification, and
inclusivity.According to the
itinerary shared by the JNUTA,
there will be a discussion on
feminist perspectives: 'Home,
Work, Law'.

Economist Jayati Ghosh,
professor and writer Nivedita
Menon and lawyer Vrinda
Grover will share their views on
the issue."We will have acade-
mic sessions each morning
with eminent scholars who
have played a crucial role in
creating the academic envi-
ronment of this university, fol-
lowed by cultural activities in
the evening," Sen informed.
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In a meeting on women safe-
ty chaired by Lieutenant

Governor VK Saxena, the
Delhi Police informed on
Thursday that it will soon
recruit nearly 6,000 personnel
including 3,000 women to
improve policing in the nation-
al capital.  Saxena stressed the
need for increasing the repre-
sentation of women police per-
sonnel in the force.

The Lt Governor also
instructed for enhanced and
visible policing, expediting
construction of buildings for
fast-track courts dealing with
women safety issues, and inte-
grating street lights with 311
app, said a statement from the
Raj Niwas.

On being informed that
there were 1,406 dark spots in
the city that are yet to be illu-
minated, Saxena directed the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi to complete the work
within one month.

Reviewing the matter of
illumination of dark spots and
timely repair of street lights, the
Lt Governor expressed dismay
that something as basic as
street lights, repair and main-
tenance, that should happen in

normal course, was being dis-
cussed and decided at his level,
according to the statement.

He was also apprised by
the officials that the 32 judges
were appointed in fast-track
courts for women safety, but
there was an "acute shortage" of
courtrooms for functioning of
the courts. 

The Public Works
Department (PWD) informed
the LG that the matter related
to construction of courtrooms
was pending with the Delhi
government, since 2017-18,
and no decision has been taken
in this regard till now, it said.

Saxena said he will take up
with Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal the issue along with
delay in replacement of street
lights with LEDs.

He emphasised the need to
augment campaigns of sensi-
tizing young and adolescent
boys through gender work-
shops and amended curricula
by the Education department.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has agreed for regu-

larisation of over 4500 Regular
Muster Roll (RMR) employees
of the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC). Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Thursday said that the Union
Home Minister has conveyed
to him about the regularisation
of NDMC’s RMR employees
after approving the draft
recruitment rules of Group C
posts.

Earlier, In a statement,
NDMC Vice-Chairman Satish
Upadhayay accused that Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal of playing "cheap
politics of credit snatching"
over his letter to Home
Minister Amit Shah regarding
the regularisation of over 4,500
employees.

Kejriwal, in a letter dated
February 6, sought approval
from Shah for draft recruit-
ment rules of Group 'C' posts
in the NDMC for grant of per-
manent status to regular
muster roll (RMR) employees.

The chief minister mentioned
that these are "very poor peo-
ple" and many of them have
been working in the NDMC
for the "last 20-25 years".  

The proposal for speedy
approval for Recruitment
Rules of Group ‘C’ posts has
been sent several times, yet the
demand for regularisation of
employees has not yet been
met by the Centre. Kejriwal
also expressed gratitude to
the Shah for regularising these
emplpoyees.

Earlier in the day, address-
ing a delegation of the
NDMC's daily wage workers
who came to meet him,
Upadhyay said the council is
rapidly completing the regu-
larisation process of about
4,500 RMR employees and
their services will be regu-
larised shortly.

It is a matter of regret that
when Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal came to know that
the NDMC is about to com-
plete the regularisation
process, he wrote to the Union
Home minister to try to take
credit, Upadhyay said. This is

Kejriwal's third term but he
never raised this issue before
and today, when the work is
being done, the politics of
snatching low credit is being
done through correspondence,
the NDMC vice-chairman
added.

In his letter to Shah,
Kejriwal had also said,
"Because of them being not
regularised, they are facing
issues in running households
with an ordinary income. So,
I appeal that they are regu-
larised on humanitarian
grounds."

Employees in the NDMC
have been regularised earlier
too, so there won't be any legal
issues, he had said. Hitting
back, Upadhyay added,
"Instead of doing cheap poli-
tics of credit snatching on
NDMC employees' regulari-
sation by writing a letter,
Kejriwal should first pay atten-
tion to the regularisation of
about 40,000 temporary and
contract workers of the Delhi
Jal Board and other depart-
ments of the Delhi govern-
ment."

New Delhi: Particulate pollu-
tion at Anand Vihar, one of the
13 air pollution hotspots in
Delhi, declined by around 20
per cent after the city govern-
ment's Environment depart-
ment inventorised and mapped
point sources and took site-
specific measures.

It is a first-of-its-kind pro-
ject in Delhi. The pilot phase
has been successful. It will
now be replicated in all the 13
hotspots this year, an
Environment department offi-
cial said. The department
inventorised and mapped
around 470 major and minor
air pollution sources in the
area, especially in the region
surrounding the continuous
ambient air quality monitoring
station.

Major point sources
included the Regional Rapid
Transit System construction
site, a construction and demo-
lition site behind the Anand
Vihar Inter-State Bus Terminal,
traffic congestion at the railway
station exit, the Uttar Pradesh
Roadways Bus Terminal at
Kaushambi, an unpaved park-
ing of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi and the
Patparganj industrial area,
among others.

The officials said the
department took site-specific
measures like road cleaning
using mechanised sweeping
machines, mobile and static
anti-smog guns, sprinklers, etc.
The intervention helped reduce
PM2.5 and PM10 levels at
Anand Vihar by 22 per cent
and 21 per cent, respectively, in
November 2022 as compared
to November 2021, the
Environment department's
data showed.                  SR
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The Delhi Jal Board (DJB) is
making key preparations to

provide better water supply in
the coming summer season.
Two phases of meetings have
been held with the MLAs of
different constituencies so far
to prepare the summer action
plan. In this series, DJB Vice
Chairman Saurabh Bhardwaj
held the third phase of meet-
ings with Delhi MLAs on
Thursday.

According to Bhardwaj,  a
micro summer action plan for
water will be prepared with the
suggestion of the MLAs. In
each phase, a meeting is held
with 7 to 8 MLAs from differ-
ent areas of Delhi to discuss the
summer action plan. 

In days to follow, meetings
will take place in multiple
phases with the MLAs of other
regions as well that help the for-
mulation of the summer action
plan. A DJB team is making a

list of those areas with the help
of the MLAs where residents
face acute water shortage dur-
ing summers. “DJB will make
optimum use of available
resources to ensure that water
supply is better in summer.
Efforts are also being made to
increase the production of
water. Optimal water manage-
ment will improve the water
supply, he added.

Shalimar Bagh MLA
Bandana Kumari, Motinagar
MLA Shiv Charan Goyal,
Madipur MLA  Girish Soni and
representatives of Shakurbasti
attended the meeting.
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The Delhi government has
kicked off a drive against

unregistered as well as illegal-
ly parked e-rickshaws in the
national capital. Between
Wednesday and Thursday, 40
e-rickshaw drivers were issued
challans and 24 vehicles
impounded.

The Transport depart-
ment's enforcement personnel
are taking part in the crack-
down, which began two days
ago. The government has
already taken action against
100 e-rickshaws, the official
said.

"It has been seen that the e-
rickshaws are parked outside
Metro stations and they do not
move till they are completely
filled with passengers. This
leads to traffic jams.

"There have also been
issues pertaining to them being

illegally parked or plying on
roads without even a valid
registration," he said.The
department started the drive to
clear the roads.

"The problem of traffic
jams has seen a spike in the last
few days. In order to decongest
Delhi, this drive has been
launched across the national
capital. 

The enforcement teams
are specifically targeting areas
around markets and Metro
stations where such crowding
is a common phenomenon.
There are nearly 70 teams
involved in the exercise," the
official said. The challans being
issued range between Rs 10,000
and Rs 25,000, depending on
the number of offences against
the driver, and unregistered
vehicles are being impounded.
Since the drive kicked off,
action has been taken against
100 e-rickshaws, he said.
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New Delhi: Even as average per
capita consumption of alcohol
has more than doubled from
2.4 litres to 5.7 litres between
2005 to 2016 in country, the
Government is yet to wake up
from its slumber to take note of
this growing menace and take
measures to regulate its intake
at an individual level.

A report  ‘Policy measures
to reduce per capita consump-
tion of alcohol in India’ released
on Thursday flags the menace
as it enlists several recom-
mendations including policy
measures aimed at disincen-
tivizing consumption of high
alcoholic beverages; and, cre-
ating consumer awareness to
regulate intake at an individual
level.

It is a known fact that
excess of consumption of alco-
hol is not good for health and
there is a need to regulate its
consumption by creating
awareness among people about
its ill-impact, Ashim Sanyal,
Chief Executive Officer,

Consumer VOICE told
reporters at a press conference
held here to share details of the
report prepared in collabora-
tion with Gateway
Consultancy.

It comes days after WHO
warned that there is no ‘safe
limit’ to alcohol consumption,
and even a small amount may
increase the risk of cancer and
other NCDs.  “Between 2005
and 2016, India’s per capita
consumption of pure alcohol
almost doubled from 2.4 liters
to 5.7 liters. 

Most of this consumption
was from beverages with high
alcohol-by-volume content or
hard liquor such as whiskey,
vodka, rum, gin, IMFLs and
country liquor.

Sharing more details of
study Sanyal said, “With alco-
hol consumption in India see-
ing its highest growth in 15-30
age group, we are concerned
about excess per capita con-
sumption of alcohol and its
consequences. PNS
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The Rajya Sabha was
adjourned for the day on

Thursday as sloganeering by
MPs from both Opposition
and Treasury Benches contin-
ued during the discussion on
the Union Budget 2023-24.
The Upper House was earlier
adjourned twice in the after-
noon session when it took up
the discussion on the Budget
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi finished his speech on
the Motion of Thanks on the
President's Address and the
motion was passed. The House
reassembled at 5:15 pm to
resume proceedings, with
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar,
who had called a meeting of
House leaders of the ruling and
opposition parties, asking
members to maintain order for
the discussion to continue. 

As Congress member
Shaktisinh Gohil started his
speech, the treasury bench
started sloganeering, following
which Dhankhar adjourned
the House for the day.

Before this, when the
House had assembled at 4:30
pm after a brief adjournment,
Chairman Dhankhar had
called Gohil for a discussion on
the Union Budget 2023-24.

However, members of the
BJP disrupted the House by
raising "Modi, Modi" slogans.
The BJP MPs were seeking an
apology from the opposition,
which had on Thursday dis-
rupted the prime minister's
address. Congress later recalled
the BJP as opposition did not
allow the then PM Manmohan
Singh too to address the
Motion of Thanks. “In June
2004, new Prime Minister Dr.

Manmohan Singh was not
allowed by BJP to reply to the
Motion of Thanks to
President's Address in the Lok
Sabha. 

He was forced to lay it on
the Table of the House. Today
we heard long pravachans in
the Rajya Sabha on decorum,”
Congress Rajya Sabha MP and
also party chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh said.

During Modi’s address,
several opposition parties were
engaged in shouting slogans
demanding a JPC probe into
allegations against the Adani
Group.

Gohil said his name would
probably go down in history for
being the member during
whose debate speech the ruling
party disrupted the House.
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Congress on Thursday
expressed annoyance to

Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar for deletion of some
portions of Leader of the
Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge's speech from official
records, saying he used no
unparliamentary words and
some of the expressions he
employed were earlier used
even by former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

Dhankar however ruled out
a review saying he has already
taken a call. At the start of day's

proceedings in Rajya Sabha,
Congress MPs were up on their
feet questioning the rationale
behind the expunging of
remarks made on Wednesday,
when similar ones were made
by former prime ministers
Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh
in the House and which con-
tinue to be part of the proceed-
ings. Kharge said that things
said in the House as per rules
and procedures during the dis-
cussion on the motion thanking
the President for her address to
the joint sitting of Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha at the start of
the Budget session cannot be

expunged. "I neither used any
unparliamentary word or lan-
guage nor made any allegation
on anyone. Yet you pick out
some words... I won't say you
misinterpreted them but if you
had any doubt you could have
sought clarification in a differ-
ent fashion. 

Instead, six different parts of
speech were expunged,” Kharge
said referring to an expression
he had used on Thursday to
describe Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Dhankar asked
him not to do that.

But Kharge said these were
the same words that were used
in the House on previous occa-
sions as well. "Vajpayee had used
the same expression for (ex-
Prime Minister) P V Narasimha
Rao. It is still part of the record,
you can see that." And when
party leaders including chief
whip Jairam Ramesh try to
raise a point, they are cut short,
alleged Kharge. "You say this is
not right... You sit down... You
should read. He (Ramesh) has
been educated from Harvard
University and knows Hindi,
Kannada, English, which other
language should he know. 

And knows parliamentary
language and yet you keep
interrupting him. This is not
right,” Kharge asked requesting
the chairman to look into the
records. When Kharge said
whoever comes to his defence is
interrupted by chair, Dhankar
said ultimate defender of  leader
of opposition (LoP) is the chair.
"But that is not happening. You
are expunging," Kharge replied.

Earlier, Jairam Ramesh said
Kharge had only used parlia-
mentary words and language.
"What is use of speaking when
it is expunged? This is wrong...
We can't accept this (ruling to
expunge)."  Dhankhar retorted
back, "What do you mean by
'nahi man sakte' (can't accept)."
"What do you mean by being so
judgmental," he asked Ramesh.
"I am surprised."

Pramod Tiwari said words
that Kharge used to describe
Prime Minister were previous-
ly spoken in Parliament as well
as in state assemblies of Odisha
and Karnataka.  

Former prime minister
Manmohan Singh had used the
same words in Rajya Sabha
previously and it is part of the
House records, he said. Earlier,
Dhankhar said he had rejected
notices given by K Keshava
Rao of BRS and Sanjay Singh of
AAP as they were not in order.
The two wanted suspension of
the listed business to take up
discussion on Adani Group.

New Delhi: Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Thursday asserted that any
criticism of the Government
and its policies can never be
equated with the "dignity" of
the Council of States. 

In the backdrop of the
Parliament Presiding Officers
demanding authentication of
the allegations/statements
made by Parliamentarians on
the floor of the House, Kharge
stated that any direction or rule
of the House cannot subvert
the constitutional guarantee
of freedom of speech granted
to Members of Parliament,
The remarks in a letter to

Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar come after Kharge
was asked repeatedly by the
Chair to authenticate some
allegations he levelled in the
House while speaking on the
motion of thanks on the
President's address on
Wednesday.

In his address, the
Congress president targeted
the government in the wake of
the fraud-allegation-triggered
rout in Adani Group company
stocks. 

Kharge said Article 105 of
the Constitution guarantees
freedom of speech for the
members of Parliament and in
consonance with this consti-

tutional guarantee and rules of
the House, a member is only
required to authenticate any
document that he lays on the
table of the House. 

"There is no convention or
provision of authentication of
points made in a speech on the
floor of the House. Any direc-
tion or rule of the House can-
not subvert the constitutional
guarantee of the freedom of
speech," he said in his letter.

Kharge said that while
participating in the debate on
Wednesday directions were
made by the Chair to authen-
ticate six observations made by
him during the course of his
speech. Citing Rule 238A, he

said, Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the
Council of States stipulate that
"the Chairman may at any
time prohibit any Member
from making any such allega-
tion if he is of the opinion that
such allegation is derogatory to
the dignity of the Council or
that no public interest is served
by making such allegation".

"Further, read with Rule
238, the term allegation refers
to a matter of fact on which a
judicial decision is pending; or
refers to making a personal
charge against a member." He
said institution of Parliament
is a platform to fix the account-
ability of the Executive. PNS

New Delhi: Union Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj Ministry on Thursday
kicked off a Mission Antyodaya
Survey 2022-23 to assess the
outcome of its various devel-
opment schemes being imple-
mented in rural areas in the
country.

A portal and a mobile
application linked to the survey
was also launched by Union
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj Minister Giriraj

Singh at an event here. The vil-
lage-wise survey is expected to
be conducted over a period of
one month involving commu-
nity resource persons (CRPs).
The survey is being conducted
to collect village-level data on
183 indicators under 216 data
points of 21 sectors. The sur-
vey questions have been cate-
gorised into five stratums –
panchayat infrastructure, pan-
chayat services, village infra-
structure, village services, and

village practices.
T h e

Department of
Rural Development
has been conduct-
ing the Mission
Antyodaya Survey
across all gram
panchayats in the
country since 2017-
18 to measure the
outcomes through
convergence of var-
ious schemes, said a
statement issued
here. This year’s

survey holds importance given
that Lok Sabha polls are slated
next year and its outcome will
reflect the functioning of the
Ministry and hence
Government’s popularity.

Speaking on the occasion,
Singh said the survey will prove
to be the lifeline of develop-
ment in India. "For central
and state governments, ground
data is important to formulate
schemes. This survey will pro-
vide that important data," he
said, and urged state govern-
ments and panchayats to
ensure that the survey is com-
pleted in time.

The survey aims to lend
support to the process of par-
ticipatory planning for the
Gram Panchayat Development
Plan (GPDP) which will
improve service delivery,
enhance citizenship, create pace
for an alliance of people's insti-
tutions and groups, and
improve governance at the
local level, according to an
official statement.         PNS
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrest-

ed the director of an advertis-
ing company, who is alleged to
have run the AAP campaign
during the 2022 Goa Assembly
polls, in connection with its
money laundering probe in the
Delhi excise policy scam.

The agency arrested Rajesh
Joshi, the director of Chariot
Productions Media Pvt, Ltd. on
Wednesday under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

He was produced before a
local court where the ED sought
10-day custody. The Special
PMLA court on Thursday sent
Joshi to ED's custody till Monday
(February 13) for interrogation
in a money laundering case
linked to the excise policy scam.

The links of the advertising
company promoter for alleged
diversion of "kickbacks" for the
Goa Assembly polls in 2022 are
under the scrutiny of the agency,
they said.

In its charge sheet in the
case, the ED has alleged that a
part of the alleged Rs 100 crore
"kickbacks" generated in the
scrapped Delhi excise policy
were "used" in the 2022 Goa
Assembly election campaign of
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP).

The agency alleged that
out of the "bribe" amount of of
Rs 100 crore made by an enti-
ty called as the 'South Group' of
liquor businessmen.

New Delhi: The CBI has
booked an Assistant
Commissioner of CGST and
his wife in a disproportionate
assets case and recovered Rs 42
lakh cash besides foreign cur-
rency, jewellery, watches and
documents related to proper-
ties during searches.  

The CBI registered a case
on Wednesday against
Assistant Commissioner,
CGST, Gandhidham, Mahesh
Chowdhary and his wife, on
the allegations of dispropor-
tionate assets.

“It was alleged that the
accused had accumulated dis-
proportionate assets in the
form of huge cash, bank bal-
ances, movable and immov-
able properties during the
check period 2017 to 2021 in
their names and in the names
of family members, which
was disproportionate to the
tune of around Rs.3,71,12,499
(approximately 74 percent dis-
proportionate asset),” CBI said
in a statement. PNS

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Thursday granted
bail to Chitra Ramkrishna in
the money laundering case
related to illegal phone tapping
and snooping of the National
Stock Exchange (NSE) employ-
ees. Justice Jasmeet Singh
granted bail to the former NSE
managing director on a per-
sonal bond of Rs one lakh and
two sureties of the like amount. 

“Prima facie there are rea-
sonable grounds to believe that
the applicant is not guilty of the
offence and she is not likely to
commit any offence while on
bail...The application is allowed
and the applicant is granted
bail,” the court said.
Ramkrishna was in custody for
almost 7 months.       PNS
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With an endeavour to inte-
grate various stakehold-

ers of Defence research and
development ecosystem in the
country, Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) has planned an
enriching experience of indige-
nous Defence technologies and
systems during the 14th Aero
India in Bengaluru between
February 13-17, 2023.

The DRDO will display a
wide range of indigenously-
developed products and tech-
nologies. It will provide numer-
ous exhibits, flight displays
and seminars, besides display-
ing its flagship products at the
India Pavilion. This will include
display of products on
Aeronautical Systems, Missiles,
Armaments, Electronics, Micro
Electronic Devices and
Computational Systems,
Soldier Support Technologies,
Life-sciences, Naval and
Material Science amongst oth-
ers, defence ministry officials
said here on Thursday. The
DRDO Pavilion will showcase

over 330 products categorised
into 12 zones namely Combat
Aircraft and unmanned aerial
vehicles(UAV), Missiles and
Strategic Systems, Engine and
Propulsion Systems, Airborne
Surveillance Systems, Sensors
Electronic Warfare and
Communication Systems,
Parachute and Drop Systems,
Artificial Intelligence Machine
Learning and Cyber Systems,
Materials, Land Systems and
Munitions, Life Support
Services, and Industry and
Academia Outreach.

The DRDO is also organ-
ising two seminars during the
event. The 14th Biennial edi-
tion of Aero India International
Seminar on the theme
‘Aerospace and Defence
Technologies - Way Forward’ is
being organised by CABS,
DRDO in association with the
Aeronautical Society of India
on 12th February.

The second seminar is
being organised by the
Aeronautics Research and
Development Board on 14th
February. It will be inaugurat-
ed by Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh. 
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The Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train is a "dream

project of this country and of
national importance and in
public interest", the Bombay
High Court said on Thursday
dismissing a petition filed by
Godrej & Boyce company chal-
lenging acquisition proceedings
initiated by the Maharashtra
government and the NHSRCL
in Mumbai's Vikhroli area for
the project.

A division bench of Justices
R D Dhanuka and M M
Sathaye said the project was
one-of-its-kind and collective
interest would prevail over pri-
vate interest.

The court said in cases of
conflict on inter fundamental
rights and intra fundamental
rights, the court has to exam-
ine as to where lies the larger
public interest while balancing
the two conflicting rights.

"In our view the bullet
train project is an infrastruc-
tural project of national impor-
tance, a large numbers of pub-
lic would be benefited and
would have saved other bene-
fits for betterment of this coun-
try," the court said.

Of the total 508.17 kilo-
metres of rail track between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad,
about 21 km is planned to be
underground. One of the entry
points to the underground
tunnel falls on the land in
Vikhroli (owned by Godrej).

The state government and
the National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSR-
CL) had claimed the company
was delaying the entire project
which was of public impor-
tance.

The bench, in its judg-
ment, said the provisions of the
Fair Compensation Act
empowers the government to
take the acquisition proceed-

ings already initiated to its
logical conclusion.

The court also refused to
accept Godrej's contention that
the compensation was initial-
ly decided to be Rs 572 crore
but was reduced to Rs 264 crore
when the final award was
passed.

The authorities had told
the HC the acquisition process
of the entire line for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet
train project was complete
except the land owned by
Godrej & Boyce Manufacturing
Company Limited in Vikhroli
area.

The company and the gov-
ernment have been embroiled
in a legal dispute over acquisi-
tion of the company-owned
land in Vikhroli area of
Mumbai for the bullet train
project since 2019.

The state government had
earlier informed the court it has
already deposited the com-

pensation amount of Rs 264
crore awarded to the company
in October last year.

The Godrej & Boyce
Manufacturing Co Ltd had filed
a petition challenging an order
of September 15, 2022 passed by
the Maharashtra government
awarding compensation to it for
land acquisition for the bullet
train project.

It had termed the land

acquisition proceedings initi-
ated by the state government as
"unlawful" and claimed there
were "multiple and patent ille-
galities" in the same.

The HC bench, however,
said it has not found any ille-
gality in the compensation or
proceedings initiated by the
authorities. "We have not found
any illegality in the compensa-
tion," it said.
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Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad has

claimed the Popular Front of
India (PFI), banned by the
Centre last year, aimed to
establish the "rule of Islam" in
India by 2047, and also had
plans to obtain weapons and
ammunition with the help of
foreign countries or other
organisations to achieve their
targets.

The ATS stated this in its
chargesheet filed in a local
court last week against five PFI
members who were arrested
last year for al legedly
indulging in unlawful activi-
ties and waging a war against
the country.

The state ATS arrested
the f ive PFI members -
Mazhar Khan, Sadiq Shaikh,
Mohammad Iqbal Khan,
Momin Mistry and Aasif
Hussain Khan - following
raids my multiple agencies
across various states in

September last year.
The accused have been

charged under Indian Penal
Code sections for promoting
enmity between different
groups and conspiring to com-
mit certain offences against the
state, as well as provisions of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

In the chargesheet filed on
February 2, the ATS claimed to
have seized a document called
"India 2047- towards rule of
Islam in India".

The seized document, as
per the ATS, provides a

roadmap for members of the
group (PFI) to "overturn the
government".

"We dream a 2047, where
the political power has
returned to the Muslim com-
munity from whom it was
unjustly taken away by the
British Raj. The roadmap
towards this first starts with
the socio-economic develop-
ment of Muslim community
for which a separate roadmap
was already provided in the
name of Empower India
Foundation," the document
said, as per the chargesheet.
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Hours after the Enforcement
Directorate investigating

the multi-crore coal smuggling
case raided the premises of a
South Kolkata businessman
and seized Rs 1.4 crore and
some incriminating docu-
ments. Bengal Opposition
Leader Suvendu Adhikari on
Thursday demanded Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee's
clarifications as the said busi-
nessman had handled her cam-
paign during the 2021
Bhabanipore Assembly by-elec-
tions.

After Wednesday's day-
long raid at the premises of
Gajraj group of companies the
ED on Thursday issued a state-
ment in which it claimed that
the businessman had dealings
with a Trinamool Congress
minister.

The Agency further said
that the seized cash was part of
Rs 9 crore --- in black --- that
had changed hands for pur-

chasing a guest house at up
market Ballygunge area of
South Kolkata. The ED got the
wind of it when the property -
-- worth Rs 12 crore --- was
registered at Alipore registry
office for an under-valued price
of Rs 3 crore.

The ED officials later
claimed that the raid and
search operations were con-
ducted following a "specific
intelligence input that a high-
ly influential political person
was making an attempt to
launder the proceeds of crime
originating from coal smug-
gling, through his close confi-
dant Manjit Singh Grewal aka
Jitti Bhai."

According to sources
Grewal who runs a famous
restaurant is the TMC's chief of
Hindi Cell in South Kolkata.
Jitti Bhai was currently at large,
sources said.

"The market value of this
property is more than Rs 12
crore, however the deed value
of the same is shown at around
Rs 3 crore. This money was
part of the agreed differential
amount to be paid in cash from
the proceeds generated from
coal smuggling," ED said.

According to the ED offi-
cials the registry of the said
property was done at an under-
valued price and the cash was
being handed over at the office
of Vikram Sikaria of Gajraj
Group. Sikaria was subse-
quently detained for further
questioning.

"Preliminary analysis of
material on record suggests a
greater nexus and it appears
that this person was also
involved in handling illegal
cash of a minister," ED said.
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In what could go down as a
shame in the administrative

history of Bengal and might
end up as a blot in the face of
Mamata Banerjee Government
more than 3,500 people work-
ing as teachers and menial
staff in government schools
would lose their jobs in one go
on Friday.

The Calcutta High Court
hearing multiple petitions
regarding school level recruit-
ment scam has ordered termi-
nation of 2,819 people alleged-
ly appointed illegally through
manipulation of optical mark
recognition or OMR sheets.

Justice Abhijit
Gangopadhyay directed the
School Service Commission
to upload the list of these 2,819
Group D staff on its website
within 24 hours and start the
process of terminating their
services.

The Court in the wake of
an admission on the part of the

SSC that there were irregular-
ities in the appointment of the
2819 employees directed the
Commission to "First publish
the names of these candidates
on the website and then cancel
their appointments. Complete
the entire process within the
next 24 hours."

This apart the Commission
had also been directed to ter-
minate the jobs of 820 sec-
ondary level teachers who had
been given illegal appoint-
ments. These teachers were
appointed through an exami-
nation held in 2016, sources
said.

"It has been proved beyond
doubt that the OMR sheets had
been tampered … rather the
OMR sheets do not confirm
the marks that were shown in
the website … so their jobs will
go," one of the advocates in the
matter, Shamin said, claiming
there could be many more
thousands of people who could
lose their jobs.

Advocate Tarunjyoti
Tewari said "the number of ille-
gal appointees could go beyond
20,000 … the question is
whether these people who had
sold their lands and other
assets to get their jobs by pay-
ing the TMC leaders and agents
will then spare the Trinamool
men."

The school level recruit-
ment scam has seen senior
ministers including former
number two in the Mamata
Banerjee cabinet Partha
Chatterjee and MLAs besides a
serving vice chancellor and
school board chairmen going
to jail.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Thursday launched a scathing
attack on the Centre for putting
national wealth at stake and
starving the people of Bengal
by refusing to release the funds
due to the State.

Addressing a rally at
Panchla in Howrah district
Banerjee expressed concerns
over how the people's invest-
ments with the LIC, post offices
and banks were being loaned
away to the private individuals.

"Someday, they will say
wind up LIC, banks and post
offices; so where will the peo-
ple go?" Banerjee asked adding
the people and their assets
were in danger of being lost.
She would not however name
the BJP Government .

Referring to the alleged
central deprivation Banerjee
said, how the Centre had held
up funds meant for MNREGA,

housing, and even PDS
schemes. "They have not
released funds meant for the
poor people …  We are yet to
get Rs 7,000 crore for the 100-
days' work," Banerjee said urg-
ing the Centre not to deprive
the funds meant for the poor
people. 

She also alleged that the
"funds for 11 lakh houses
(under Prime Minister Awas
Yojana) have also not been
released," reminding  the
money did not belong to any-
one else but the people of
Bengal. "This is our money
which they collect as taxes but
refuse to pay us back."
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The relationship between
the two major constituents

of the Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) soured on
Thursday, as the Congress took
strong objection to Shiv Sena
(UBT)'s criticism of its leader
Nana Patole's resignation as the
Speaker of the Maharashtra
Assembly in February 2021
and said that the Uddhav
Thackeray-led  Sena  "should
respect" the decision taken by
its party ally.

Amid ongoing bickering
within the State Congress
between state party president
Nana Patole and Legislature
Party leader Balasaheb Thorat,
the Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena's official mouth-piece
"Saamana" precipitated the sit-
uation by dubbing Patole's

decision to resign from the
Speaker's post as "hasty" and
"immature"  and said that had
he continued in the post, the
then ruling MVA would have
avoided all the difficult politi-
cal cerises it faced later.

On its part, the Congress
termed as "inappropriate" the
Sena mouth-piece's criticism
that Patole's resignation from
his post as the Speaker was
"hasty" and "immature" and the
Sena-UBT "should respect"
taken by it.

It may be recalled that on
February 4, 2021, Patole had
resigned from his post as the
Maharashtra Assembly Speaker
ahead of his appointment as the
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee (MPCC) president.

Reacting to the turmoil
within the State Congress over
the serious differences between
Throat and Patole, the Sena

(UBT) mouth-piece "Saamana"
- in an editorial published on
Thursday-stated: "Patole's deci-
sion to resign from his post as
the Assembly Speaker was not
a prudent one. It was a hasty
decision that resulted in a
series of crises for the MVA.
Had Patole continued in the
post, the then ruling MVA
would not have faced a politi-
cal situation  as it did".

"Had he continued as the
Speaker, Patole would have
disqualified the Eknath Shinde-
led rebel Sena MLAs ( whose
exit from the parent party led
to the fall of the MVA govern-
ment in June last year). After
Patole's resignation, the
Governor did not allow the
election of a new Speaker
which proved to be an advan-
tage for the rebel MLAs belong-
ing to the Shinde-led and rul-
ing BJP at the Centre. Hence,

the decision taken by Patole
was an immature one,"
Saamana stated in its editorial.

Taking a strong objection
to the Sena-UBTs criticism of
Patole's decision to resign from
the Speaker's post, Chief
spokesperson of Maharashtra
Pradesh Congress Committee
Atul Londhe said: "The criti-
cism in 'Samana' on Nana
Patole's from the post of
Assembly Speaker is inappro-
priate. Nana Patole did not
make a hasty decision. The
decision to resign was taken on
the advice of the then National
President of the Congress,
Soniaji Gandhi.

"The Shiv Sena should
respect the decision of the ally
party which is the basic rule of
alliance," Londhe said.

"There is a decision-mak-
ing process in the Congress
party and decisions are taken

accordingly. The party
President takes a decision that
everyone in the party respects
and implements it according-
ly. It was a decision taken by
Sonia Gandhi in the interest of
the party after seeing the polit-
ical situation at that time,

"The allegation that after
the resignation of Nana Patole,
the then MVA government

would not have faced a series
of crises is baseless.  'If and
then' has no meaning in poli-
tics. It is also not correct to say
that the resignation of Nana
Patole as the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly was the
only reason for the MVA gov-
ernment landing in trouble,
there might have been other
reasons for as well,"
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The ruling BJP on Thursday
unveiled an election man-

ifesto for Tripura promising
greater autonomy for the trib-
al council, as well as an increase
in sops for farmers, women and
girl-students.      

However, the manifesto
released by BJP President J P
Nadda at a huge convention
centre in front of its cadre
instead of at the traditional
press conference, remained
silent about providing jobs to
people or pension and dearness
relief for the state's 1.9 lakh
government employees.

Analysts saw the promises
of greater autonomy to tribal
areas as a bid to counter
demands made by the newbie
Tipra Motha party for a greater
Tipraland and the sops as BJP's
answer to promises made by
TMC to bring in all benefits for
farmers and women to Tripura.

Elections to the 60-mem-
ber assembly in Tripura slated
for February 16 are expected to
be a three-cornered contest
between the BJP, Tipra Motha
and the Congress-CPI(M)

combine.
"We will take Tripura on

the path of DTH - develop-
ment, transformation and har-
mony," BJP president JP Nadda
told a press conference after
releasing the manifesto for the
northeastern state.

The BJP also announced a
Rs 5 meal scheme for all,
named after religious guru
Anukul Chandra, and setting
up of a Regional Institute of
Medical Sciences hospital in
Agartala.

The manifesto said that the
Balika Samriddhi bond of Rs
50,000 will be given to every
girl child while the tribal lan-
guage Kokborok will become
subjects in CBSE and ICSE cur-
ricula.

Nadda said the party
would give more legislative,
executive and financial powers
to the Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council
(TTAADC), constituting two
third of the state's geographic
areas and home to the tribals,
who form one-third of the
state's estimated 40 lakh pop-
ulation.

The BJP's promises for the

Tribal areas seemed to have
been made in an apparent bid
to counter the popularity of
Tipra Motha, said political
analysts.

Tipra Motha in its mani-
festo released on February 5
promised to fight for a 'Greater
Tipraland' by carving out the
tribal council area as well as
areas elsewhere where Tiprasa
tribals were in a majority as also
a police force for the Council,
20,000 new jobs and a one-time
package for militants who sur-
render. The opposition
CPI(M)-led Left Front in
Tripura had also promised 2.5
lakh new jobs, pension to poor
senior citizens, and reintro-
duction of the old pension

scheme besides DA for gov-
ernment employees twice every
year, if voted to power.

However, The BJP's man-
ifesto remained silent about
giving jobs or a hike in DA for
its 1,88,494 government
employees and pensioners, pos-
sibly keeping in mind the costs
in volved and the unviability of
the old pension scheme which
has bloated government's out-
flow on its staff in both the cen-
tre and the states.

The saffron party, which
stormed to power in 2018 by
ending decades of Marxist rule,
had promised to provide 2.5
lakh jobs in its five years rule,
but it remained more or less a
promise on paper.
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The CPI(M) on Thursday
lashed out at BJP's slogan of

'Amrit kaal' (Golden age), and
claimed that the right-wing
party's term in office should be
described as 'Jahar kaal' (Poison
age).

The Left party which is
locked in a keenly contested
battle in the northeastern state
with the BJP, also alleged that
its rival had launched an attack
on the country's constitution
besides trying to use religion as
a tool for political gain.

"Prime Minister Modi has
said that his government has
been giving free rations to the
poor, but we find that the food
subsidy in this year's budget has
been slashed by Rs 90,000
crore… This is not Amrit kaal,
it is Jahar Kaal," said CPI(M)
politburo member Brinda

Karat at a rally in Amarpur, 70
kms south from state capital
Agartala.

Amarpur, a mixed popu-
lated subdivision of Gomati
district, has three Assembly
constituencies, two of which -
Birganj, Ampinagar - are set to
witness triangular fights with
all the three major political
forces - Left-Congress alliance,
Tipra Motha and BJP - con-
testing.

Interestingly, both BJP and
its ally IPFT have fielded can-
didates in Ampinagar
Assembly constituency, an ST-
reserved seat.

"They are indulging in pol-
itics over religion. Their ideol-
ogy of Hindutva has nothing to
do with Hinduism as a religion.
It is a political tool to divide our
people for electoral gains," the
firebrand Communist leader
said.
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To keep up with the natural
academic session after two

distorted sessions over pan-
demic, the Centre on Thursday
announced the application
process for second edition of
the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG
which will remain open till
March 12.   University regula-
tor - University Grants
Commission (UGC)-
announced scheduled for the
exams to be conducted from
May 21-31 which is also the
timing for the declaration of
board results of plus two
including the CBSE and ICSE.

"Online submission of
application form for CUET-UG

for admission to undergradu-
ate programmes will start
tonight. Last date for submis-
sion of applications is March
12, 2023. Announcement of the
city of examination is on April
30. Downloading of Admit
cards from the NTA website
from second week of May,
2023," UGC Chairman M
Jagadesh Kumar said in a Press
statement.

UGC last year announced
that undergraduate admissions
will be conducted in all central
universities through a common
entrance test and not on the
basis of Class 12 marks. The
undergraduate admission
process in universities will be
completed by July 2023 and the
new academic session can
begin on August 1.
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Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya

Scindia said on Thursday that
as many as 14 to 16 cheetahs
are expected to be brought to
India in the next two-three
months. Currently, the gov-
ernment is working on the second phase of Project Cheetah and
has signed a pact with South Africa. Cheetahs will be translo-
cated from South Africa.

Addressing a press conference about the government's ini-
tiatives for wildlife conservation over the last nearly nine years,
Scindia said 14-16 more cheetahs are expected to be translocated
to India in the coming months. While emphasising the impor-
tance of protecting nature for future generations, he also said there
is no space for a linear economy now and "there is no place for
Take, Make, Dispose model".

"Preserving wildlife and ensuring that it thrives is a very
important part of our tradition as well as our treasure for us to
maintain, develop and grow in a fiduciary role for the genera-
tions to come," Scindia said.

Under Project Cheetah, eight cheetahs were airlifted from
Namibia and translocated to India. In September last year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi released the first batch of cheetahs into
the Kuno Palpur National Park (KNP) in Madhya Pradesh.
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apology in the Supreme Court for deroga-
tory remarks.

But he found satisfaction that the
apology was not tendered at the asking
of anybody but at the direction of the
Supreme Court. Baseless allegations are
nothing but pure lies. Politicians firmly
believe that a lie told hundreds of times
becomes the truth. 

Courts take cognisance of lies but
delayed delivery of justice keeps politi-
cians unfazed over the ongoing cases
against them. Politics has been surviving
on the pedestal of lies. Therefore even
when politicians speak the truth, people
refuse to believe them.  Unsubstantiated
allegations fly high. Political field is a fer-
tile ground for lies and counter-lies. 

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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Sir — As the India-Australia Test cara-
van moves across Nagpur, Delhi,
Dharamsala and Ahmedabad, a lot is at
stake in this bilateral skirmish. The ICC
Test Championship is heading towards its
business end, with the final scheduled at

London’s Oval from June 7 to 11. 
June right now may seem far but, for 
the Test cycle, there is not much time 
left as April and May are linked to 
the Indian Premier League T20 tourna-
ment. Australia with 75.56 percentage
points leads the table ahead of India
(58.93), Sri Lanka (53.33) and South
Africa (48.72).

With one foot already in the final,
Australia will sail through even with one
draw and three losses against India.
However, a 0-4 drubbing from India in
tandem with Sri Lanka defeating New
Zealand twice would mean that
Cummins and gang will miss the final.
Meanwhile, Rohit Sharma’s men can
keep their championship hopes alive by
winning the series 4-0 or 3-1. It is a ding-
dong battle and a test of Indian spinners
versus Australian batsmen in a do-or-die
Test series. It is a charge for the Test
Championship race.

CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai
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Sir — The steady increase in milk prices
has affected the common person’s bud-
get. Basically, milk has been a significant
part of the diet of every Indian. Everyone
is aware that large cooperative firms heav-
ily intervene with the milk industry. The
major players in this industry are now in
charge of controlling prices. 
In such circumstances, many Indians find
it challenging to buy milk. This was
reportedly the fifth price hike in the pre-
vious year when Mother Dairy raised the
cost of milk by �2 per litre in December.
Then Amul, a significant cooperative
milk manufacturer, raised the price by �3
per litre. Remember that this Gujarat-
based company had also increased milk
prices in November 2022.

It is estimated that milk and its prod-
ucts account for 20 per cent of the aver-
age Indian's monthly food expenditure.
This cost rises due to a scarcity of milk
in cities compared to villages. Despite the
fact that consumption of milk and its
byproducts has increased over the past 10
years across all societal segments, the 
supply has not kept pace. Milk 
producers have been continuously talk-
ing about fodder inflation but the
Governments are not taking milk produc-
tion and research seriously. Besides, the
rising milk prices have cascading effect
on various products made with milk and
also punches a hole in the pocket of the
common man.

Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur
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Sir —  Annoyed by allegations levelled by
a Congress member without evidence,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has warned
the members against making allegations
without evidence. Politicians are gener-
ally loose cannons. It is not that they do
not know that they are making baseless
allegations; even when they come to know
that there is no escape route, they do not
easily apologise. For them, reputation
matters the least. In the Rafale case, a
Congress leader called Modi “chowkidar
chor”.  He was forced to tender an 
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ter did come up till March
2022. In April 2022, the coun-
try’s first Skill India
International Centre was inau-
gurated by Union Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan in his
home state Odisha. Indeed,
IISCs should be a pan-India
institution. Now after the
announcement made in the
Union Budget, the NSDC
must take a call to set up 30
IISCs including one Punjab, in
a public-private partnership to
implement Pravasi Kaushal
Vikas Yojana (PKVY) for
youth seeking global mobility
for jobs. Unfortunately, there
is a mismatch between the
young skills and their desire to
get better placements in coun-
tries like Canada, the US, and
Australia. Wacky commit-
ments by the immigration
companies to encourage out-
bound migration of youth
without required skills are
nothing but a cruel joke, which
must be avoided and one
should accept the challenge of
unprecedented underemploy-
ment. Developing an overseas
placement ecosystem should
be prioritized and should be
put within a legal framework
so that our youths and their
families are not cheated. 

The need of the hour is to
explore and ensure how well
our youths can be equipped
with skills of international

standards before they apply for
work permits. It will not only
help them become a part of the
decent workforce abroad but
will also open multiple avenues
for them. From Punjab, 
maximum migration takes
place every year. It has a very
widespread Diaspora known
for its hard work and entrepre-
neurship. Punjabis have estab-
lished themselves in many
countries of the world.
According to the Ministry of
External Affair, around seven
lakh people from Punjab left
the country for employment in
the last six years to fulfill their
dreams of lucrative jobs.

Government jobs are lim-
ited in number in comparison
to the growing demand for
gainful employment. At pre-
sent, the low business senti-
ment, growing inequalities,
weak demand, and slow eco-
nomic recovery are posing
serious hurdles to the Indian
job market. NSDC along with
Ernst & Young (EY) has con-
ducted the ‘Global Skill Gap
Study.’ The study showcases an
in-depth analysis of the glob-
al workforce markets with a
prime focus on leveraging the
opportunities to the benefit of
the Indian workforce. 

The study highlighted that
several nations would face
workforce shortages in the
foreseeable future and mapped
out the corresponding oppor-
tunities that these shortages

present for the Indian 
workforce. To tap these 
overseas opportunities for jobs
of truck drivers, construction
workers, nurses,  wellness pro-
fessionals, IT professionals,
chefs, etc., the right skilling of
youth should undoubtedly be
a high priority.

Unfortunately, the gov-
ernment initiatives to improve
or impart skills to our youths
have not been very successful
in the past. This hints at a sys-
temic problem that affects the
talent ecosystem. It is a com-
mon dilemma for many
youths today. They have a
strong desire to do better in
their lives but they cannot get
jobs for want of skills. India
International Skill Centres and
placement cells in every dis-
trict of the states to facilitate
the migration of youth
through legal ways should be
given a top priority. The States
District Bureaus of
Employment and Enterprise
(SDBEEs) should be made
more robust to handle the task.
If such concerted efforts are
made to create an ecosystem
for overseas placement, things
will change positively. 

(The writer is a training
partner with the National

Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC),

Network Member, India
International Skills Centres,

an initiative of GoI. The
views are personal.) 
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Unemployment is a
multi-faceted prob-
lem. A major chal-
lenge that currently
our unemployed

youth face is the mismatch
between their skills and the needs
of job providers. There are many
jobs available on different plat-
forms but there is no real way to
establish the quality of job roles.
Our technical institutes and uni-
versities do not synchronize their
skill courses with overseas insti-
tutes and employers. Without
matching global skill parameters,
youths are being forced to do odd
jobs abroad for survival. So India
International Skill Centres (IISCs)
– aimed at imparting internation-
al standard skill training to youth
and enhancing overseas opportu-
nities for them – have the poten-
tial to transform our country into
the skill capital of the world.

In the Union Budget of 2023-
24, Finance Minister and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman have
announced the opening of 30
IISCs to bridge the global short-
age of workforce in the coming
years by reaping the demograph-
ic dividend of the young Indian
workforce. These centers will
provide skill training and certifi-
cation benchmarked by interna-
tional standards. IISCs will also
have a wide network of partner
organizations and overseas
recruiters to facilitate the supply
of skilled and certified workforce
in other countries. 

These partnering organiza-
tions will work with the National
Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC) for aggregating demand
from overseas markets. The cen-
ters will have services such as
mobilization, counseling, skill
training, pre-departure orienta-
tion, foreign language training,
placement and immigration, and
post-placement support. India
has signed memorandums of
understanding in the field of
apprenticeship and skill training
with Germany, Belarus, the
United Kingdom, France,
Australia, Japan, and Qatar. 

As a pilot project in 2018, 14
IISCs were likely to be set up
across India through the NSDC
including one at Bathinda in
Punjab but not even a single cen-
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Amid raging discussion
over the budgetary
allocations for schemes

under the Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare, Budget 2023-24 has
undoubtedly made several
key provisions for the sector,
which aim to achieve an
inclusive and comprehensive
development of farmers.

The Centre has tried to
ensure that the small and
marginal farmers are not left
out in the process. It lays
much emphasis on promoting
the modernisation of the agri-
culture sector also by linking
it with technology so that
farmers get comprehensive
benefits in the long run.
Without a doubt, the inces-
sant efforts made by the
Centre to ameliorate the con-
dition of farmers further

promise a lot of prosperity for
them and other people depen-
dent upon the rural economy.
The budgetary allocations
made for different segments
of agriculture, sufficiently
reflect how serious the gov-
ernment is about agriculture
and farmers.

The total budgetary allo-
cation for the ministry,
including agricultural edu-
cation and research is about
Rs 1.25 lakh crore this time.
Out of this, a provision of Rs.
60,000 crore has been made
for the government's ambi-
tious scheme - the ‘Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-Kisan)’.

Considering the fact that
the Kisan Credit Card (KCC)
has greatly benefitted the
small farmers, who constitute
around 86 per cent of the total

farmers, the government has
allocated Rs. 23,000 crores to
continue giving them oppor-
tunities to avail the scheme.
Since animal husbandry, dairy
and fisheries assure an
increased income to the farm-
ers, the agricultural loan tar-
get has been increased to Rs
20 lakh crore.

Provision of Rs 450 crore
has been made for the Digital
Agriculture Mission, and
about Rs 600 crore has been
allocated for the promotion of
the agriculture sector through
technology.

Owing to consistent
efforts by government agen-
cies, in recent years, natural
farming is fast acquiring the
shape of a mass movement,
for which a provision of Rs
459 crore has been made. In
the coming three years, one

crore farmers are expected to
be benefiting from this addi-
tional focus on natural farm-
ing, for which 10,000 ‘Bio
Input Research Centers’ will
be established.

Since small and medium
farmers are the ones who
need the maximum govern-
ment support, a target has
been set to provide them
with facilities related to agri-
cultural practices. Also, 10,000
new FPOs are being constitut-
ed for these farmers, as they
are better organized through
FPOs, which are intended to
raise the standard of living of
the intended group of farm-
ers.

FPOs are proving to be
revolutionary in this direction
and now benefits are being
seen to be percolating to these
targeted farmers as well. To

maintain the same momen-
tum in the days to come, a
budgetary provision of Rs
955 crore has again been ear-
marked for the formation of
new FPOs this year.

At the same time, the
Agriculture Infra Fund and
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana, which have proved to
be very beneficial for the
farmers, are also being pro-
moted through budget 2023.
For food and nutritional secu-
rity, the budgetary allocation
has been hiked to Rs 1,623
crore. The Government of
India is focusing a lot on star-
tups related to agriculture.
Budget 2023 has proposed to
set up the Agriculture
Accelerator Fund to encour-
age agri-startups by young
entrepreneurs. Rs 500 crore
has been allocated over a

period of 5 years for this
purpose. Millets are already
being promoted as a super
food, which is sure to benefit
many farmers and has been
termed as Shri-Anna in the
budget. In this process, the
Indian Millets Research
Centre, Hyderabad will be
promoted as a Center of
Excellence. The budget also
gives a lot of importance to
the horticulture sector with an
increased allocation of Rs
2,200 crore.

The AIF is proving quite
successful, which is a medium
to long-term debt financing
facility through interest sub-
vention and credit guarantee
support on loans for invest-
ment in projects for post-har-
vest management infrastruc-
ture and community farming
assets. This financing facility

is also meant to create post-
harvest management infra-
structure and community
farm assets. Rs one lakh crore
is to be disbursed by the
financial year 2025-26 under
it and the interest subvention
of three per cent per year and
credit guarantee assistance
for loans up to Rs 2 crore to
the eligible beneficiaries, will
be given till the year 2032-33.

It is interesting that farm-
ers, FPOs, PACS, marketing
cooperative societies, SHGs,
joint liability groups, multi-
purpose cooperative societies,
agri-entrepreneurs, start-ups
and central and state agency
or local body sponsored PPP
projects can all avail benefits
to create supply chain ser-
vices. All these measures are
sure to benefit farmers a lot,
especially in the long run.
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(The author is a senior
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Inaugurating the 83rd All India
Presiding Officers Conference,
Jagdeep Dhankhar, the Chairman,
Rajya Sabha (and the Vice President)
observed that he did not agree with

the restriction imposed by the top Court
that Parliament cannot amend the ‘basic
structure’ of the Constitution. A confessed
‘solider of judiciary’ and a professionally
trained lawyer, Dhankhar made an appeal
for “propriety, self-respect and commit-
ment to the Constitution.''

The Constitution, as adopted by the
Constituent Assembly, only contained the
procedure for amendment to the
Constitution. Soon after becoming a
republic, many land reform legislations
enacted by States were challenged in var-
ious High Courts. Apprehending that the
legislations might be struck down by the
Courts as unconstitutional, the Provisional
Parliament, passed the 1st Constitution
Amendment in 1951 for abolition of
zamindari, inserting the Ninth Schedule
in the Constitution vide Article 31A, and
made the land reforms legislation immune
from judicial review. It was challenged by
the zamindars on the ground that it
abridged their fundamental right in
Shankari Prasad Singh Deo v. Union of
India (1951).

The Constitution Bench headed by the
first Chief Justice HJ Kania declared
Article 31C as valid observing: “To make
a law which contravenes the Constitution
constitutionally valid is a matter of con-
stitutional amendment, and as such it falls
within the exclusive power of Parliament”.
The Court held that the word “law” in
clause (2) of Article 13 did not include a
“law” made by Parliament under Article
368. When Parliament placed several new
legislations in the Ninth Schedule vide the
17th Amendment, the matter was again
challenged in Sajjan Singh v. State of
Rajasthan (1965).

The interpretation in the Shankari
Prasad case was reiterated in the Sajjan
Singh case, though two of the judges,
Hidayatullah and Mudholkar, in their sep-
arate but concurring judgments, doubt-
ed whether Fundamental Rights limited
the power to amend the Constitution.

The Golak Nath case challenged the
17th Amendment which placed forty-three
State Acts in the Ninth Schedule and also
the 1st and the 4th Amendments for
abridging the Fundamental Rights. Arguing
for the petitioners, Nani Palkhiwala advo-
cated the theory of “implied limitation” on
the amending power of Parliament. The
Supreme Court in their landmark judge-
ment in Golak Nath v. the State of
Punjab,(1967), led by the Chief Justice
Subba Rao, held, by a narrow majority of
6:5, that none of the Fundamental Rights
was amendable under the amending power
conferred by Article 368.

The court also considered the deci-
sions in the earlier two cases as erroneous
and to that extent, it held that the
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(The author, a Delhi-
based advocate, is ex-
Additional Secretary,

Lok Sabha)

impugned Amendments were not
good law. However, the Court
introduced “the doctrine of
prospective overruling” which
saved the 1st, 4th and the 17th
Amendments. The Court declared
that there was an implied limita-
tion on the amending power of
Parliament if there is infringement
of Fundamental Rights.

Perturbed, Parliament assert-
ed its power to amend any provi-
sion of the Constitution, including
the Fundamental Rights. This led
to the 24th Amendment which
amended Article 368 providing for
the power as well as the procedure
for amendment. It also provided
that when a Constitution
Amendment Bill passed by both
Houses of Parliament is presented
to the President for his assent, he
shall give his assent to the Bill.
Further, Article 13 was amended
by adding clause (4) making it
explicit that when the Constitution
is amended, such an amendment,
even though inconsistent with
Article 13, shall be valid.

When a bench of eleven judges
of the apex court, with a lone dis-
sent by Justice Ray, struck down
the Bank Nationalisation Act in
1970, the 25th Amendment was
enacted. It inserted new article
31C, providing that if any law is
passed to give effect to the
Directive Principles contained in
clauses (b) and (c) of article 39,
such a law shall not be deemed to
be void on the ground that it takes
away or abridges any of the rights
contained in Articles 14, 19 or 31
and it shall not be questioned on
the ground that it does not give
effect to those principles. The

word “compensation” was also
omitted from article 31(2) and
replaced by the word “amount”.

It also provided that article
19(1)(f) (since deleted by the 43rd
Amendment) shall not apply to
any law relating to the acquisition
or requisitioning of property for a
public purpose. Subsequently, in
1972, to protect the Land Reform
Acts of Kerala Legislature,
Parliament enacted the 29th
Amendment Act, 1972, by adding
entries 65 and 66 in the Ninth
Schedule, placing The Kerala Land
Reforms (Amendment) Act, 1969
and The Kerala Land Reforms
(Amendment) Act, 1971 in the
Ninth Schedule.

The validity of the 24th, 25th
and the 29th Amendments was
challenged in Kesavananda Bharati
v. State of Kerala (1973). The peti-
tion was heard by a 13-Judge
Bench. Nine out of the 13 judges
overruled Golak Nath case and
declared the 24th and the 29th
Amendments as valid, but held
that Article 368 does not enable
Parliament to alter the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution. The 25th
Amendment was also held valid
except the clause which barred
judicial review.

It’s clear from these decisions
that the doctrine of basic structure,
rather than a hurdle, has made the
“constitutional ideal of equal jus-
tice a living truth”, while reinforc-
ing the independence of the judi-
ciary. The apex court, dutifully
accepting the Kesavananda Bharati
majority judgment, unanimously
reiterated the basic structure the-
ory in Indira Gandhi v. Raj Narain
(1975) and declared the 39th

Amendment unconstitutional in
so far as it placed the election of
the President, Vice President and
Prime Minister and the Speaker
Lok Sabha beyond the jurisdiction
of the courts.

Article 329A was later omitted
by the 44th Amendment. Article
31C, inserted by 25th Amendment
and further amended by 42nd
Amendment, was quashed by the
apex court in Minerva Mills v.
Union of India (1980) being viola-
tive of the basic structure.

Waman Rao v. Union of India
(1981) and Coelho v. State of
Tamil Nadu (2007) have reiterat-
ed the basic structure test, which
is now an integral part of our con-
stitutional law. Notably, the
Supreme Court has not struck
down Constitution Amendments
advancing social justice or the
measures for equal justice even not
in the Golak Nath judgment which
was prospective. So, the basic
structure theory cannot be viewed
as an impediment or obstruction
to the constituent power of
Parliament to amend the
Constitution save that an amend-
ment must meet the test of “basic
structure” and must not dilute the
independence of the judiciary.

The debate for instituting a
more transparent and robust
mechanism for selection of judges
of the higher judiciary will contin-
ue to rage till a better and more
credible system is adopted, replac-
ing or improving the collegium
system duly insulated from polit-
ical influence or coercion. Such an
improvement will only further
strengthen the basic structure and
enhance judicial independence.
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Thousands who lost their
homes in a catastrophic
earthquake huddled

around campfires and clam-
oured for food and water in the
bitter cold, three days after the
temblor and series of after-
shocks hit Turkiye and Syria,
killing more than 19,300.

Rescuers continued their
race to pull more people alive
from the rubble, with the win-
dow closing to find trapped
survivors. 

While stories of miraculous
rescues briefly buoyed spirits,
the grim reality of the hardship
facing tens of thousands who
survived the disaster cast a
pall. In the Turkish city of
Antakya, dozens of people
scrambled for aid in front of a
truck distributing children's
coats and other supplies.

Ahmet Tokgoz, a survivor,
called for the government to
evacuate people from the dev-
astated region. 

While many of the tens of
thousands who have lost their
homes have found shelter in
tents, stadiums and other tem-
porary accommodation, others
have spent the nights outdoors
since Monday's 7.8 magnitude
quake.

"Especially in this cold, it is
not possible to live here,” he
said. “People are warming up
around campfires, but camp-
fires can only warm you up so
much. ... If people haven't died
from being stuck under the
rubble, they'll die from the
cold.”

Meanwhile, the first U.N.
Aid trucks to enter rebel-held
northwest Syria from Turkiye
since the quake arrived
Thursday morning. 

Smaller aid organisations
have sent in shipments, but the
U.N. Is only authorised to deliv-
er aid through one border

crossing and road damage has
prevented that thus far.

Winter weather and dam-
age to roads and airports from
the quake have hampered the
response throughout a region
already contending with the
repercussions of more than a
decade of civil war in Syria. 

That conflict displaced mil-
lions of people within Syria and
left many reliant on humani-
tarian aid, while also sending
millions more over the border
into Turkiye to seek refuge.

Some in Turkiye have com-
plained the response was too
slow. 

Any perception that
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's government has mis-
managed the crisis could hurt
him at a time when he faces a
tough battle for reelection in
May. 

Erdogan — who was
scheduled to continue his tour
of devastated areas on Thursday
— has sought to play down the
criticism.

Meanwhile, emergency
crews on both sides of the bor-
der worked through the night
to find survivors. 

Experts said the survival
window for those trapped
under the rubble or otherwise
unable to obtain basic necessi-
ties was closing rapidly. 

At the same time, they said
it was too soon to abandon
hope. In the Turkish town of
Elbistan, rescuers formed
human chains as they dug
through collapsed buildings,
urging quiet in the hopes of
hearing stifled pleas for help.
But more and more often, they
pulled out dead bodies from
under the rubble.

The family of Havva
Havam still hoped to see three
of its members alive again, sit-
ting by the fire opposite their
former home, now the pile of
debris.
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President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy said Thursday that “a

Ukraine that is winning” should
become a European Union
member, arguing the bloc
wouldn't be whole without his
country being an integral part of
the EU.

Zelenskky made his com-
ments during an address to the
European Parliament on a rare
trip outside Ukraine, which has
been trying to repel a full-scale
invasion by Russia for nearly a
year. The Brussels visit came as
Russia intensified its attacks in
eastern Ukraine amid signs that
a major new offensive by
Moscow was underway before
the February 24 anniversary of
the war.

Zelenskky, who also visited
the UK and France on a whirl-
wind European tour that start-
ed on Wednesday, will already
head home with heaps of good-
will and commitments of more
military aid. He arrived to the
European Parliament to raptur-
ous applause, cheering and hoots
from legislators, insisting in his
plenary speech that Ukraine's
fight against Russia was one
fought for the freedom of
Europe as a whole.

“A Ukraine that is winning
is going to be member of the
European Union,” Zelenskyy

said to applause, building his
address around the common
destiny that Ukraine and the 27-
nation bloc face in confronting
Russia head-on.

“Europe will always be, and
remain Europe as long as we ...
Take care of the European way
of life,” he said.

Zelenskyy added that Russia
wants to destroy the European
way of life, but “we will not allow
that.”

He held up an EU flag after
his address and the entire legis-
lature stood in sombre silence as
the Ukrainian national anthem
and the European anthem “Ode
to Joy” were played one after the
other. Zelenskyy then headed to
the urn-shaped Europa building,
where the 27 EU leaders were
meeting in a summit, to push
those same points.

Before Zelenskyy spoke,
European Parliament President
Roberta Metsola said allies
should consider “quickly, as a

next step, providing long-range
systems” and fighter jets to
Ukraine.  Metsola said the res-
ponse to Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin's war against
Ukraine “must be proportional
to the threat, and the threat is
existential.”

Metsola also told him that
“we have your back. We were
with you then, we are with you
now, we will be with you for as
long as it takes.”

EU leaders were hoping to
impress on Zelenskyy that the
powerful bloc is steadfast in its
support for Ukraine as Russia is
feared to be making moves for
a new offensive.

The latest draft of the sum-
mit conclusions seen by The
Associated Press says “the
European Union will stand by
Ukraine with steadfast support
for as long as it takes." Military
analysts say Putin is hoping
that Europe's support for
Ukraine will wane.
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Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said Thurs-

day that his country has inter-
cepted plans by Russian secret
services to destroy Moldova

Speaking to European
Union leaders in Brussels,
Zelenskyy said he recently told
Moldovan President Maia Sandu
about the alleged scheme.

“I have informed her that we
have intercepted the plan of the
destruction of Moldova by the
Russian intelligence," Zelenskyy
said through a translator.

Zelenskyy said the docu-
ments showed “who, when and
how" the plan would "break the
democracy of Moldova and
establish control over Moldova."

Zelenskyy said the plan was
very similar to the one devised
by Russia to take over Ukraine.
He added that he did not know
whether Moscow ultimately
ordered the plan to be carried
out.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov charged last week
that the West was considering
turning Moldova into “another
Ukraine.” 

He alleged that the West
backed the 2020 election of the
pro-Western Sandu, claiming
that she is eager to take the coun-
try into NATO, merge Moldova
with Romania and “practically
is ready for anything.”
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into a deadlock.”
Ryabkov warned that the US

and its allies must carefully
assess the risks stemming from
supplying increasingly powerful
Western weapons to Ukraine.

“The Americans need to
thoroughly and deeply weigh the
risks linked to their unabashed-

ly cavalier course,” he said.
Ryabkov noted that Moscow

doesn't trust Western state-
ments about self-imposed
restrictions on a range of
weapons supplied to Ukraine in
order to avoid escalation, adding
that such assurances in the past
have served as cover for a steady

expansion of the assortment of
arms deliveries. “We don't see
any sign of reason in any of the
NATO and EU members' capi-
tals,” Ryabkov said. “What they
are doing isn't going to strength-
en their security.”

He rejected the US argu-
ment that Russia's refusal to
allow the resumption of inspec-
tions of its nuclear facilities rep-
resents a breach of the New
START treaty, the last remain-
ing nuclear arms control pact
between the two countries.

The New START treaty,
signed in 2010 by President
Barack Obama and Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev,
limits each country to no more
than 1,550 deployed nuclear
warheads and 700 deployed
missiles and bombers. The
agreement envisages sweeping
on-site inspections to verify
compliance.
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Russia-US relations are in a
state of “unprecedented cri-

sis” without any sign of improve-
ment, a senior Russian diplomat
said Thursday.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergei Ryabkov argued that the
White House's emphasis on

increasing weapons supplies to
Ukraine to ensure Russia's defeat
leaves no room for diplomacy.

“I don't see any prospect for
a productive political and diplo-
matic process,” Ryabkov said at
a briefing. “We have a very deep
and unprecedented crisis in
Russia-US relations. The Biden
administration has driven them
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For years, the people of
Aleppo bore the brunt of

bombardment and fighting
when their city, once Syria’s
largest and most cosmopolitan,
was among the civil war’s fiercest
battle zones. Even that didn’t
prepare them for the new dev-
astation and terror wreaked by
this week’s earthquake.

The natural disaster piled on
many human-made ones, mul-
tiplying the suffering in Aleppo
and Syria more broadly.

Fighting largely halted in
Aleppo in 2016, but only a
small number of the numerous
damaged and destroyed build-
ings had been rebuilt. The pop-
ulation has also more recently
struggled with Syria's econom-
ic downslide, which has sent
food prices soaring and residents
thrown into poverty.

The shock of the quake is all
too much. Hovig Shehrian said
that during the worst of the war
in Aleppo, in 2014, he and his
parents fled their home in a
front-line area because of the
shelling and sniper fire. For
years, they moved from neigh-
borhood to neighborhood to
avoid the fighting.

“It was part of our daily rou-
tine. Whenever we heard a
sound, we left, we knew who to
call and what to do,” the 24-year-

old said.
“But … we didn’t know

what to do with the earthquake.
I was worried we were going to
die.”

Monday’s pre-dawn 7.8-
magnitude quake, centered
about 70 miles (112 kilometers)
away in Turkey, jolted Aleppans
awake and sent them fleeing into
the street under a cold winter
rain. Dozens of buildings across
the city collapsed. More than 360
people were killed in the city and
hundreds of others were injured.
Workers were still digging three
days later through the rubble,
looking for the dead and the sur-
vivors. Across southern Turkey
and northern Syria, more than
11,000 were killed.

Even those whose buildings
still stood remain afraid to
return. Many are sheltering in
schools. A Maronite Christian
monastery took in more than
800 people, particularly women,
children and the elderly,
crammed into every room.

“Until now we are not sleep-
ing in our homes. Some people
are sleeping in their cars,” said
Imad al-Khal, the secretary-
general of Christian denomina-
tions in Aleppo, who was help-
ing organize shelters.

For many, the earthquake
was a new sort of terror — a
shock even after what they
endured during the war.
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The president of Turkey on
Wednesday acknowledged

“shortcomings” in his country's
response to the world’s deadliest
earthquake in more than a
decade as hope dwindled that
more survivors would emerge
from the rubble of thousands of
toppled buildings.

With the confirmed death
toll approaching 12,000,
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
visited the especially hard-hit
Hatay province, where more
than 3,300 people died and
entire neighborhoods were
destroyed. Residents there have
criticized the government's
efforts, saying rescuers were
slow to arrive.

Erdogan, who faces a tough
battle for reelection in May,
reacted to the mounting frus-
tration by acknowledging prob-
lems with the emergency
response to Monday's 7.8-mag-
nitude quake but said the win-
ter weather had been a factor.
The earthquake also destroyed
the runway at Hatay's airport,
further disrupting the response.

“It is not possible to be pre-
pared for such a disaster,"
Erdogan said. “We will not leave
any of our citizens uncared for.”
He also hit back at critics, say-
ing "dishonorable people" were
spreading “lies and slander”
about the government's actions.

Turkish authorities said they
were targeting disinformation,
and an internet monitoring
group said access to Twitter was
restricted despite it being used
by survivors to alert rescuers.
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US and French troops that
are part of a NATO bat-

tlegroup in Romania held a
military exercise on Thursday
to test the 30-nation alliance's
eastern flank defences, as
Russia's full-scale invasion of
neighbouring Ukraine nears its
one-year anniversary.

The joint combat drills at
the Black Sea training range in
Capu Midia, dubbed Eagle
Royal 23, involved some 350
multinational battlegroup
troops who practised firing
live ammunition from a US-
made HIMARS, a mobile,
truck-mounted missile system.
The HIMARS have been suc-
cessfully used by Ukraine's
military against Russia.

Romania's defence min-
istry said that the goal of the

drills — held between February
2 to 10. — is to test NATO's
“interoperability of artillery
systems” in a fictitious Article
5 collective defence scenario on
the alliance's southeastern ter-
ritory.

NATO's Article 5 is central
to its founding treaty. The
clause requires every alliance
member to come to the assis-
tance of any ally that requests
it. Article 5 has been invoked

only once: by the US in the
wake of the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks in 2001.

General Tricand de la
Goutte of France, which leads
the battlegroup, told the media
that the purpose of the drill is
to “reinforce common proce-
dures” within the multination-
al group in case it faces ”a real
defensive scenario.”

In response to Russia's
invasion of Ukraine last
February, NATO bolstered its
presence on Europe's eastern
flank, including by sending
additional multinational bat-
tlegroups to alliance members
Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria,
and Slovakia.

Late last month, around
600 French soldiers deployed to
Romania also held live combat
exercises to test NATO's readi-
ness in the region. 
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The UK is giving Northern
Ireland more time to form

a new power-sharing govern-
ment, eliminating the threat of
elections that could derail
efforts to renegotiate a post-
Brexit trade deal for the region.

Northern Ireland Secretary
Chris Heaton-Harris on
Thursday introduced legisla-
tion extending the deadline for
forming a new government by
up to a year. 

Without the move, elec-
tions for the Northern Ireland
Assembly would have been
required by mid-April after the
previous deadline passed on
January 19.

Northern Ireland has been
without a government for
more than a year after politi-
cians who want the region to
remain part of the UK resigned
over their opposition to the
existing trade deal with the
European Union, known as the
Northern Ireland Protocol.

The protocol was an effort

to protect the peace process in
Northern Ireland by preserv-
ing the free flow of trade
between the region and the
Republic of Ireland, which
share the only land border
between the United Kingdom
and the EU.

The protocol requires bor-
der checks on some goods
shipped from other parts of the
UK to Northern Ireland to
ensure that trade flows freely
between the region and the
Republic of Ireland to the
south. 
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China has violated the sov-
ereignty of not just the

United States but of countries
across five continents, Secretary
of State Antony Blinken has
said, days after American fight-
er jets shot down a Chinese sur-
veillance balloon.

Earlier this week, Deputy
Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman briefed diplomats
from about 40 friendly nations,
including India, Japan and
Australia, over the Chinese sur-
veillance balloon.

The huge balloon was shot
down on by a US fighter jet on
Saturday off the coast of South
Carolina in the Atlantic Ocean.
It had hovered over continental
America for several days after
entering the US airspace on
January 30 in Montana.

US officials have described
the balloon as being about 60m
tall, with the payload portion
comparable in size to a region-
al aircraft.

China has acknowledged
that the balloon was theirs but

denied that it was for surveil-
lance purposes rather for weath-
er monitoring and that it had
drifted off course.

The US, however, has
asserted that it has enough evi-
dence to prove that this was a
surveillance balloon. It accused
China of intruding on its sov-
ereignty and violating interna-
tional laws.

China on the other hand
has alleged that the United

States has violated internation-
al law by shooting down its bal-
loon. According to a report of
The Washington Post, based on
interviews with several anony-
mous defence and intelligence
officials, China has operated a
fleet of spy balloons targeting
several countries including
India and Japan.

At a joint news briefing on
Wednesday with the visiting
NATO Secretary General Jens

Stoltenberg, Blinken said, "The
United States was not the only
target of this broader pro-
gramme which has violated the
sovereignty of countries across
five continents."

"In our engagements, we are
again hearing from our partners
that the world expects China
and the United States to man-
age our relationship responsibly.
That's precisely what we've set
out to do. We continue to urge

China to do the same," he told
reporters.

Reacting to the statements
from Washington, China on
Thursday repeated its stand
that the large unmanned bal-
loon was a civilian meteorolog-
ical airship that had accidental-
ly blown off course and that the
US had "overreacted" by shoot-
ing it down.

Responding to questions
at a foreign ministry briefing in

Beijing, ministry spokesperson
Mao Ning said that she has not
heard of China possessing a
"fleet of balloons."

"I am not aware of any "fleet
of balloons"," Mao said.

"That narrative is probably
part of the information and
public opinion warfare the US
has waged on China. As to who
is the world's number one coun-
try of spying, eavesdropping and
surveillance, that is plainly vis-
ible to the international com-
munity," she said, referring to
the US. On Tuesday, the
Pentagon said that China has
declined Washington's request
for a telephonic call between US
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
and his Beijing counterpart
Gen Wei Fenghe.

On Wednesday, Stoltenberg
said the Chinese balloon over
the United States confirms a
pattern of Chinese behaviour,
and it has been seen that Beijing
over the last few years has
invested heavily in new military
capabilities, including different
types of surveillance and intel-
ligence platforms.

"We have also seen
increased Chinese intelligence

activities in Europe – again, dif-
ferent platforms. They use satel-
lites, cyber, and as we've seen
over the United States, also
balloons.

"So, we have to be vigilant.
We need to be aware of the con-
stant risk of Chinese intelligence
and then step up what we do to
protect ourselves," the NATO
secretary general said while
highlighting that security is not
regional but global.

What happens in Asia mat-
ters for Europe, and what hap-
pens in Europe matters for Asia
and also North America, he
said.

"This message was con-
firmed during my visit to Japan
and South Korea last week,
where those close partners of
NATO very much highlighted
the importance of strengthen-
ing the cooperation between
NATO and our partners in the
Indo-Pacific to address the chal-
lenges that China poses to our
security, values, and interests,"
Stoltenberg said.
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China on Thursday said
US accusations that a

downed Chinese balloon was
part of an extensive surveil-
lance programme amount to
“information warfare against
China.”

The Pentagon on
Wednesday said the Chinese
balloon shot down off the
South Carolina coast Saturday
was part of a programme
involving a number of such
airships that China has been
operating for “several years.”

At Thursday's daily brief-
ing, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
repeated China's insistence
that the large unmanned bal-
loon was a civilian meteoro-
logical airship that had acci-
dentally blown off course
and that the US had “overre-
acted" by shooting it down. 

“It is irresponsible," Mao
said at a daily briefing. The
latest accusations “may be
part of the US side's infor-
mation warfare against
China."

US officials have dis-

missed China's claims and
agents from the FBI and the
Naval Criminal Investigative
Service are cataloguing debris
recovered from the ocean
and transporting it for further
processing.

When similar balloons
passed over US territory on
four occasions during the
Trump and Biden adminis-
trations, the US did not
immediately identify them
as Chinese surveillance bal-
loons, said Brig Gen Pat
Ryder, the Pentagon press
secretary.
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The leaders of Japan and the
Philippines agreed Thursday

to sharply boost their defence
ties, allowing Japanese troops
greater access to Philippine ter-
ritory, as tensions rise in Asia
amid China's growing influ-
ence. Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is visiting
Japan shortly after he and U.S.
Secretary of Defence Lloyd
Austin reached an agreement on
allowing the USA more access to
Philippine military bases to
keep China's ambitions in check.

The defense arrangement
signed by Marcos and Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
will allow Japanese troops to join
training exercises to respond to
natural disasters and humani-
tarian needs in the Philippines. 

The agreement is seen as a
step toward broader military
cooperation and could lead to
similar agreements between
Japan and other Southeast Asian
nations.
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The outlawed Pakistani
Taliban has refuted former

prime minister Imran Khan's
claim that the outfit's militants
from South Waziristan
province were hatching a plot
to assassinate him. 

The Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) asserted that it
was waging a war against
Pakistan's security forces and
intelligence agencies and was
not against any political per-
sonality. 

“We have received infor-
mation that the head of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf in a
meeting with the party's
provincial spokespersons
claimed an assassination
attempt was being planned by
the TTP, and South Waziristan
residents have been tasked
with executing the task,” a

TTP statement said on
Wednesday. 

Khan, 70, in a meeting of
PTI spokespersons said there a
plan was being hatched to
eliminate him, and two people
from South Waziristan region
were tasked to assassinate him. 

The South Waziristan trib-
al district is considered a
stronghold of the TTP, and the
outfit issued a statement to
counter Khan's assertion. 

 
��$
���
��	�#������=4 
�� �
��	
����
��
����
�������
����

ATHENS: Greece's parliament
has banned a far-right political
party led by a jailed former law-
maker from participating in the
general election later this year.

Parliament published the
text of a legislative amendment
Thursday that will disqualify the
Greek National Party on the
grounds that its leader has been
convicted of a serious criminal
offense. Lawmakers approved
the amendment late Wednesday.

Ilias Kasidiaris, who found-
ed the breakaway party two
years ago, is serving 13-year
prison sentence for membership
in and being a former leading
member of Golden Dawn, a
political party of neo-Nazi ori-
gins. AP
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Rising for the second straight
session, equity benchmark

Sensex climbed 142 points on
Thursday following buying in
IT and finance stocks amid a
higher opening in European
markets.

After a see-saw session,
the 30-share BSE Sensex ended
142.43 points or 0.23 per cent
higher at 60,806.22. During the
day, the index witnessed a high
of 60,863.63 and a low of
60,472.81.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 21.75 points or 0.12
per cent to finish at 17,893.45.

Bajaj Finserv topped the
Sensex gainers' chart, rising
2.30 per cent, followed by
Asian Paints, IndusInd Bank,
Infosys, Bajaj Finance, L&T and
TCS.

In contrast, Bharti Airtel,
UltraTech Cement, Tata
Motors and Sun Pharma were

among the laggards, shedding
up to 1.03 per cent.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge slipped 0.01
per cent and the smallcap
index dipped 0.15 per cent.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Seoul, Shanghai and Hong
Kong ended with gains, while
Tokyo settled in the red.

However, equity exchanges
in Europe were trading in the
positive territory in the after-
noon session.

Wall Street had ended
lower in the overnight session.

The rupee closed flat at
82.54 against the US dollar on
Thursday. International oil
benchmark Brent crude was
trading 0.29 per cent higher at
USD 85.34 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net sellers
in capital markets as they
offloaded shares worth Rs
736.82 crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday

held a discussion with IMF
managing director Kristalina
Georgieva and urged the multi-
lateral funding agency to devel-
op a globally coordinated
approach to the regulation of
crypto assets.

The Finance Minister held
a virtual conversation with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) MD to discuss the
upcoming G20 Finance
Ministers and Central Bank
Governors (FMCBG) meet-
ing, scheduled to be held in
Bengaluru later this month. 

Sitharaman also thanked
IMF for the support that it had
been providing to the G20
Indian presidency on various
work streams under the G20
FinanceTrack.

The Finance Ministry in a
series of tweets said Georgieva

congratulated India on its
strong economic performance
in challenging global times
and its role at the forefront of
digitalisation of the economy,
especially in the area of digital
payments.

Both leaders expressed sol-
idarity with those affected by
the devastation in Turkey and
Syria, the ministry said in a
tweet. 

"FM conveyed India's
immediate support extended
by Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi through
deployment of NDRF
@NDRFHQ and medical teams
under #OperationDost," as per
another tweet. 
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The rupee pared initial loss-
es and settled on a flat note

at 82.54 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Thursday,
supported by a rebound in
domestic equities.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.59 against the
American currency and
touched a low of 82.66 and a
high of 82.48 intra-day.

It finally settled at 82.54
against the greenback,
unchanged from its previous
close.

In the previous session on
Wednesday, the rupee had
appreciated 16 paise after the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
hiked the repo rate by 25 basis
points.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, declined 0.36 per cent to
103.03.
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After recovering for two
straight sessions, shares of

Adani Group companies
resumed their slide on
Thursday, with flagship Adani
Enterprises slumping nearly 11
per cent as index provider
MSCI Inc decided to review the
weightage of the conglomerate's
stocks in its indices.

Shares of nine of the 10
group firms closed in the red on
the BSE even as the benchmark
Sensex rose more than 142
points.

Manish Chowdhury, Head
of Research at brokerage
Stoxbox, said the group's stocks
have lost around Rs 9.4 lakh
crore or about 49 per cent of
their combined market capital-
isation since January 24.

Adani Enterprises plum-
meted 10.72 per cent to settle at
Rs 1,927.30 per piece on the
BSE. The flagship company's
market valuation dived Rs
26,373.92 crore to stand at Rs
2.19 lakh crore.

Deepak Jasani, Head of
Retail Research at HDFC
Securities, said after rising for
the previous two trading ses-
sions, the market capitalisation
of the Adani Group companies
fell following the MSCI's deci-
sion to review the free float
weight of the group companies
in its indices.

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone slipped 2.90 per
cent to end at Rs 582.05 and the
company's market capitalisation

fell Rs 3,758.64 crore to Rs 1.25
lakh crore.

Adani Power settled lower
at Rs 172.90, Adani
Transmission at Rs 1,248.55,
Adani Green Energy at Rs
761.95 and Adani Total Gas at
Rs 1,324.45. The shares of these
companies declined 5 per cent
each and their closing levels
touched the respective lower
price bands on the exchange.
During the day, shares of Adani
Green Energy and Adani Total
Gas also touched their 52-week
lows of Rs 761.95 and Rs
1,324.45, respectively.

Besides, stock of Ambuja
Cements dropped 6.86 per cent
to close at Rs 358, NDTV fell
4.98 per cent to settle at Rs
216.40 and ACC slumped 2.91
per cent to end at Rs 1,915.95 on
the BSE.

On the other hand, one
Adani group company ended in
the green — Adani Wilmar,
which climbed 5 per cent to

close at its upper price band of
Rs 440.30 on the BSE.

"Markets feared that if
MSCI lowers the weightings of
Adani Group stocks, it may
increase the selling pressure on
these stocks, as some ETFs and
index funds which use MSCI as
the benchmark may resort to
selling in order to adjust their
portfolios," Chowdhury said.

After US-based short-sell-
er Hindenburg Research came
out with an adverse report
about the Adani Group on
January 24, shares of the group
companies have taken a beating
on the bourses.

In a statement on Thursday,
MSCI Inc said it has received
feedback from a range of mar-
ket participants concerning the
eligibility and free float deter-
mination of specific securities
associated with the Adani
Group for the MSCI Global
Investable Market Indexes
(GIMI).
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As countries chart out
decarbonisation plans, an

Essar group executive said
funding for reducing carbon
dioxide emissions and improv-
ing technologies was essential
to make it affordable.

"The single biggest oppor-
tunity for us is to transition
and decarbonise existing infra-
structure, and simultaneously
build future-centric clean fuel
capacities," said Prashant Ruia,
Director, Essar Capital.

He was speaking at a lead-
ership panel at the India
Energy Week on transitioning
to a low-carbon energy mix.

With the world's focus on
energy transition and decar-
bonisation, technology
improvements will be faster, he
said. "We are already seeing

evolving trends in solar and
wind power, and expect sim-
ilar progress for hydrogen,
making it more affordable and
accessible."

Decarbonisation is the
reduction of carbon dioxide
emissions through the use of
low-carbon power sources,
achieving a lower output of
greenhouse gasses into the
atmosphere.

Ruia said the government
is playing a key role in this
transition.

"I do believe we now have
requisite policy initiatives all
around the world and are pro-
viding a supportive infra-
structure," he said. "It would be
important to be able to finance
and fund some of these expen-
sive solutions and in improv-
ing technologies so that the
cost of these decarbonisation

and future fuels come down..."
The recent announcement

of a hydrogen policy has posi-
tioned the fuel with zero emis-
sion as the nation's future
fuel. India has an ambitious
target of 5 million tonnes of
hydrogen capacity by 2030, he
said.

"Building and manufac-
turing hydrogen in India is
possible at competitive costs
due to abundant renewable
power. But one must also
focus on building consump-
tion to ensure sustainable
operations," he said.

Ruia said it is not easy to
replace all of the existing infra-
structure with blue or green
technology -- it is something
that will take a lot of time.

"Technology is something
that is evolving in this pace,
something which is moving

very fast but with the world
focus on energy transition
and decarbonisation, the
improvement in the tech-
nologies will be very quick and
rapid as we have seen already
in solar and wind power sup-
ply and we have to see the
same in hydrogen, the cost of
hydrogen and all of these areas

but in the next few years we
will see rapid progress."

Essar, he said, is buying a
blue hydrogen project in the
UK and planning a green
ammonia project in India.

While projects have been
announced, consumption of
hydrogen too has to be in
place.
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After two consecutive quar-
ters of losses, Hindustan

Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) on Thursday reported
a net profit of Rs 172.43 crore
in October-December 2022 as
a fall in oil prices helped it
recoup some of the losses on
sale of petrol and diesel.

Standalone net profit of Rs
172.43 crore in the third quar-
ter of the current fiscal com-
pared with Rs 868.86 crore
profit in the same period a year
back, according to a stock
exchange filing by the compa-
ny.

HPCL and other state-
owned fuel retailers did not
revise petrol and diesel prices
when international oil prices
touched multi-year high last
year. That led to them booking
losses in two back-to-back

quarters.
However, rates softened in

the third quarter. This should
have warranted a reduction in
petrol and diesel prices but the
oil companies held on to retail
prices to recoup the losses
they had booked in the previ-
ous six months.

Revenue from operations
rose to Rs 1.15 lakh crore from
Rs 1.03 lakh crore in October-
December 2021.

The company processed
4.83 million tonnes of crude oil

in the quarter, up from 4.24
million tonnes in the previous
year.

HPCL said it earned USD
11.40 on turning every barrel
of crude oil into fuel during
April-December 2022 as
against a gross refining margin
of USD 4.50 per barrel.

"This is before factoring the
impact of special additional
excise duty (windfall tax) and
road and infrastructure cess
levied on export of select petro-
leum products, effective July 1,
2022," it said. "During this
period, due to the suppressed
marketing margins on certain
petroleum products, the prof-
itability is impacted."

Also, the company booked
a foreign exchange loss of Rs
1,951.64 crore during April to
December as compared to a
gain of Rs 183.01 crore a year
back.
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India has exported 27.83 lakh
tonnes of sugar till February

9 of the ongoing 2022-23 mar-
keting year, with Bangladesh
and Indonesia being the top
markets, trade body AISTA
said on Thursday.

Among other nations,
India has exported 2.47 lakh
tonnes of the sweetener to
Djibouti, 2.46 lakh tonnes to
Somalia and 2.06 lakh tonnes
to the UAE during October-
February 9 of the current mar-
keting year, the All India Sugar
Trade Association (AISTA)
said in a statement.

The sugar marketing year
runs from October to
September. The government

has allowed export of 60 lakh
tonnes till May of the 2022-23
marketing year.

According to AISTA, mills
have exported a total of
27,83,536 tonnes of sugar from
October 1, 2022 to February 9
this year. About 4.24 lakh tonne
is under loading, while 3.79

lakh tonne of sugar has been
delivered to refineries, consid-
ered to be deemed export in the
said period, it added.

Sugar exports from India,
the world's major sugar pro-
ducing nation, stood at 112
lakh tonnes in the 2021-22
marketing year.
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Suzlon Energy Limited on
Thursday said its consoli-

dated net profit more than
doubled to Rs 78.28 crore dur-
ing the December 2022 quar-
ter, mainly due to reduced
expenses. The company had
clocked a net profit of Rs 36.77
crore during the October-
December quarter of preceding
fiscal, Suzlon Energy said in a
regulatory filing.

Its total income however
fell to Rs 1,464 crore from Rs
1,615 crore a year ago.

The expenses stood at Rs
1,386 crore in the quarter
under review as against Rs
1,573 crore in the year ago
quarter.

In a separate statement,
Girish Tanti, Vice Chairman,

Suzlon Group, said: "The
beginning of 2023 has been
highly encouraging for the
wind energy sector with a slew
of crucial policy announce-
ments. Indian wind energy is
equipped and on track to con-
tribute substantially towards
India's energy transition
roadmap."

Ashwani Kumar, Chief
Executive Officer, Suzlon
Group, said: "Q3 has been a
stable quarter for us. Our ser-
vice business continues to do
well, and our focus remains on
executing our order book. We
commissioned the first
machine of our largest wind
turbine series, the S144-3.X
MW at Sankaneri, Tamil Nadu,
in December 2022, and the
early performance reports are
very encouraging."
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Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID), a
Maharatna PSU under Ministry of Power, Government of

India, has provided one AC Critical Care Ambulance along with
one portable ECG 12 Channel Machine, Biochemistry Semi Auto
Analyser and one Automatic Biochemistry Analyser to Directorate
of health services, Jammu for strengthening the medical infra-
structure of Jammu District.
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Thursday provid-

ed clarity to first -time issuers,
who are in the process of
preparing for their first listed
debt securities, with regards to
compliance with rules per-
taining to Articles of
Association (AoA).

This comes after Sebi
received representations from
first-time issuers, who are in
the process of preparing for
their first listed privately placed
or public issue of NCDs.

Such issuers requested the
regulator to provide a time

frame, as already given to list-
ed issuers, to amend their AoA
since to give effect to the
amendments requires formal-
ities like approval from share-
holders and conducting board
and general meetings.

They also told the regula-
tor that due to the imminent
financial year end, there is a
spree of borrowing or fund
raising activities and the new
requirement will dissuade
many issuers from approaching
the market.
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The LIC management will
soon meet the top man-

agement of the crisis-ridden
Adani Group and seek clari-
fication on the crisis being
faced by the diversified con-
glomerate, chairman M R
Kumar said here on Thursday.

LIC's investment into
Adani group firms' stock has
come under criticism by the
opposition parties as well as
investors after US-based
short-sel ler  Hindenburg
Research made a litany of alle-
gations against the Gautam
Adani-led group, saying its
companies manage and
manipulate share prices, run
offshore shell companies for
round-tripping and lacking in
corporate governance prac-
tices.

"Though our investor
team has already sought clar-
ifications from the Adanis,
our top management could
contact them yet as we have
been busy preparing the

results. 
“We are soon going to call

them to meet us and explain.
We want to understand what
is happening in the market
and in the group," the chair-
man told reporters at the
earnings conference on
Thursday.

"We'll be calling them in
sometime soon to know how
are they managing the whole
crisis," Kumar added.

Kumar, however, refused
to give a timeline of the meet-
ing between LIC and Adani
group officials.

LIC, which is the nation's
largest institutional investor,
is the second largest share-
holder in most of the listed
Adani group companies, with
a cumulative investment of Rs
36,474.78 crore as of January
27, which in percentage terms
is 4.23 per cent of the total
public holding in those com-
panies. But for LIC's Rs 44.76
lakh crore investment asset
under management, this is
only 0.97 per cent.
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The government will roll out
digital credit service this

year which will enable even
small street vendors to avail
credit from large banks,
Telecom and IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said on
Thursday. Speaking at 'Digital
Payments Utsav', Vaishnaw said
it will be rolled out like UPI ser-
vice and will be a big achieve-
ment under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
'Digital India'. 

"This year we will be rolling
out digital credit and NPCI will
take a big lead in that over a
period of next 10-12 months. A
good construct of digital cred-
it will be created," Vaishnaw
said. At the event, the Ministry
of Electronics and IT (MeitY)
unveiled a prototype of voice-
based payment system for UPI.

The minister said people

will soon be able to make pay-
ments by speaking on the phone
in their local language.

He said the service will be
available in 18 Indian languages.
Speaking at the event, MeitY
Secretary Alkesh Kumar
Sharma said now UPI should
become a global payments
product for which the National
Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI) has already started part-
nering with Nepal, Singapore,
Bhutan, UK and the UAE where
the UPI model is being pro-
moted. "UPI services will now
be enabled to NRIs in 10 coun-
tries - Australia, Canada, Hong
Kong, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Singapore, UAE, UK
and USA," he said.

The IT Secretary further
said integration of India's UPI
with Singapore's PayNow sys-
tem is going on which will soon
enable real time cross-border
payments. 
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Leading public sector lenders
Punjab National Bank

(PNB) and Bank of Baroda
(BoB) have raised their lending
rates by up to 25 basis points
following the interest rate hike
by Reserve Bank earlier this
week. 

PNB in a regulatory filing
said it has effected a 25 basis
point increase in the Repo
Linked Lending Rate (RLLR)
from 8.75 per cent to 9 per cent
effective from Thursday.

The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday hiked the bench-
mark policy rate by 25 basis
points to 6.5 per cent, citing
sticky core inflation.

It was the sixth time the
interest rate has been hiked by

the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) since May last year, tak-
ing the total quantum of
increase to 250 basis points.

BoB increased its Marginal
Cost of Funds Based Lending
Rate (MCLR) by 5 basis points
across all tenures. The new
rates are effective from
February 12, BoB said in a reg-
ulatory filing. After the latest
revision, its MCLR has risen
from 7.85 per cent to 7.90 per
cent for the overnight tenure.

The MCLR for one month
has been raised from 8.15 per
cent to 8.20 per cent. 

The MCLR for three-
month tenure has climbed
from 8.25 per cent to 8.30 per
cent while that for the one-year
tenure has been hiked from 8.5
per cent to 8.55 per cent, it said. 
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Emre Can scored from the
halfway line while skipper

Marco Reus grabbed a late win-
ner as Borussia Dortmund
defeated neighbouring Bochum
2-1 on Wednesday to qualify for
the German Cup quarter-finals.

The five-time German Cup
winners were made to work for
their victory, taking on a team
who had won five from five at
home since manager Thomas
Letsch took over in late Septem-
ber. Dortmund took the lead
thanks to Can's quick thinking
on the stroke of half-time.

Bochum goalkeeper Manuel
Riemann ran well outside his
box to thwart a Dortmund
attack, but his clearance fell to
Can inside the centre circle.

The former Liverpool and
Juventus midfielder took one
touch to control the ball before
punting a long-range effort past
the retreating Riemann and into

the net for a 1-0 lead at the break.
"I actually didn't hit it that

well" Can told Sky Germany.
"But in the end it was in. It

was a beautiful goal."
English teenager Jamie

Bynoe-Gittens, handed a rare
start by Dortmund manager
Edin Terzic, leapt to meet a cross
in the 59th minute but the ball
connected with his elbow.

After a VAR review which
took several minutes, Bochum
were awarded a penalty and
Austrian midfielder Kevin
Stoeger rifled his shot down the
middle to level the scores.

Terzic brought on captain
Reus just three minutes later and
the two-time German Cup win-
ner scored three minutes after
that, guiding a perfect pass from
Jude Bellingham into an empty
net.

Terzic, who won the Cup as
Dortmund's caretaker manager
in 2020-21, praised his side for
emerging victorious in a "huge

Cup fight, it was intense, as (we)
expected."

After losing his first home
game as Bochum manager,
Letsch told German TV "we
have to put a line through that
one now, but we can leave the
pitch with our heads held high."

Dortmund join Bayern
Munich, RB Leipzig, Stuttgart,
Union Berlin, Freiburg, Eintra-
cht Frankfurt and second divi-
sion Nuremberg, who won ear-
lier on Wednesday, in the quar-
ter finals.

Nuremberg also qualified
for the last-eight by beating
Fortuna Duesseldorf on penal-
ties after scoring an injury-time
equaliser in a 1-1 draw.

Only five teams — Bayern
Munich, Werder Bremen,
Schalke, Borussia Dortmund
and Eintracht Frankfurt — have
won more German Cup titles
than Nuremberg's four.

The draw for the next round
will take place on Sunday.
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Ruslan Malinovskyi scored
an excellent second-half

winner as Marseille beat rivals
Paris Saint-Germain at home for
the first time since 2011 on Wed-
nesday, winning 2-1 to reach the
French Cup quarter-finals.

Alexis Sanchez gave Mar-
seille the lead just after the half-
hour mark from the penalty
spot, before Sergio Ramos equa-
lised on the stroke of half-time.

But Ukraine international
Malinovskyi blasted the hosts
back in front and they held on
to end their long wait for a vic-
tory over PSG at Stade Velod-
rome.

"We know that our support-
ers have been waiting for that
victory for a long time. We are
happy to share this with them,"
Marseille captain Valentin
Rongier told France 3 after only
his side's second win in their last
27 meetings with PSG.

It was a second straight
early Cup exit for record 14-time
winners PSG after last season's
last-16 loss to Nice.

"We made a few mistakes

that cost us dearly," said PSG
skipper Marquinhos.

"It's a defeat that hurts
because it's a Cup match against
our great rivals. We wanted to
come back to Paris with victo-
ry and qualification.

"We have to do better, keep

working and move forward."
Igor Tudor's Marseille will

now be among the favourites to
lift the trophy for an 11th time
but first since 1989.

Marseille, who slipped eight
points behind leaders PSG on
Sunday after a 3-1 home loss to

Nice, started slowly.
But they grew into the game

after goalkeeper Pau Lopez had
denied Nuno Mendes an early
opener, with Matteo Guendo-
uzi's shot excellently saved by
Gianluigi Donnarumma.

Ramos was the culprit as

Marseille forged ahead, clumsi-
ly fouling Cengiz Under just
inside the area.

Sanchez stepped up to send
Donnarumma the wrong way
and score his 11th goal of a pro-
ductive first season since joining
OM from Inter Milan.

Lionel Messi, with a free-
kick, and Neymar both came
close to levelling, before Ramos
did just that by steering a head-
er into the far corner from a
Neymar set-piece in first-half
stoppage time.

Marseille restored their lead
in the 57th minute as a loose ball
broke to Malinovskyi on the
edge of the box and the on-loan
Atalanta midfielder hammered
a left-footed strike into the top
corner.

PSG rarely carried a threat
but almost forced a penalty
shootout when Neymar set
Messi in the clear, only for the
seven-time Ballon d'Or winner
to fire off target.

Ramos had an injury-time
effort chalked off for a clear off-
side and headed a good chance
straight at Lopez as Marseille
clung on.
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Real Madrid reached the
Club World Cup final
with a 4-1 win over Egy-

pt's Al Ahly on Wednesday in
Morocco, thanks to Vinicius
Junior, Fede Valverde, Rodrygo
and Sergio Arribas's goals.

The European champions
took the lead just before half-
time with a Vinicius chip and
then Valverde smashed in the
second soon after the break.

Madrid endured a nervier
spell than they would have liked
after Ali Maaloul earned the 10-
time African Champions League
winners a foothold in the game
from the penalty spot.

Luka Modric missed a late
penalty for Los Blancos, perhaps
distracted by laser pointers
shone at his face from the
stands, with Mohamed El
Shenawy saving his effort.

Rodrygo added a cool fin-
ish in stoppage time after a slick
combination with Dani Ceballos
and youngster Arribas wrapped
up the win.

Madrid will face Saudi Ara-
bia's Al-Hilal, who beat Copa
Libertadores winners Flamengo,
in Saturday's final.

"I thank my team-mates
who are helping me in this
moment, which is not so good,"
said Valverde, who is reported to
be suffering some personal
problems away from the game.

"They are always there to
give me some words of encour-
agement.

"It was very special to score
the goal and celebrate with

them, now we have to rest and
work well to win the final."

Carlo Ancelotti's side,
record four-time Club World
Cup champions, hoped the tour-
nament would be a welcome dis-
traction from their domestic
struggles. On Sunday they fell
eight points behind La Liga
leaders Barcelona, suffering a 1-
0 defeat at Real Mallorca.

However the Spanish giants
struggled to get going at the
Prince Moulay Abdellah Sta-
dium in Rabat, without injured
stars Karim Benzema and

Thibaut Courtois among others.
Ancelotti was able to start

defender David Alaba for the
first time since injury.

Al Ahly, who beat MLS
side Seattle Sounders and
Auckland City on the way to the
semi-finals, stayed tight at the
back and Madrid toiled to break
them down. Vinicius fired wide
from a tight angle and Rodrygo
hit the post with a dinked effort
after pressing well to win the ball
back.

Just when it seemed like for-
mer Austria coach Marcel Kol-

ler's side were poised to reach
half-time with honours even,
Mahmoud Metwaly miskicked,
allowing Vinicius to rob him and
run through on goal.

The Brazilian carefully loft-
ed the ball over El Shenawy to
break the deadlock, welcome
respite after his hounding by
Mallorca players at the weekend
and suffering further racist
abuse.
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Valverde doubled Madrid's

lead at the start of the second

half, taking one fine touch to
control a loose ball in the box
and then blasting home with his
second.

The Uruguayan has not
been playing well since return-
ing from the World Cup and
Madrid will hope his first goal
since November can help him
find the rich vein of form he was
enjoying before the tournament.

Madrid were denied a
penalty to wrap the game up
when Vinicius was felled in the
area but VAR did not correct the
referee's decision to award a cor-
ner.

Then Eduardo Camavinga,
playing at left-back again, was
penalised for tripping Hussein El
Shahat in the box at the other
end and Maaloul sent Andriy
Lunin the wrong way from the
spot.

Afsha should have levelled
for the underdogs but powered
a golden chance over the bar
after receiving a cut-back in the
middle of the box.

Al Ahly, unbeaten all season
in the Egyptian Premier League,
were made to pay when
Rodrygo and substitute Arribas
struck in stoppage time to seal
Madrid's victory.

After dropping away from
Barcelona in La Liga and losing
in the Spanish Super Cup against
their eternal rivals in January,
Madrid took a step away from
crisis talk with this victory.

Their next goal is lifting the
second trophy of their season on
Saturday against Al-Hilal, hav-
ing won the European Super
Cup in August.
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Manchester United manag-
er Erik ten Hag criticised

his side's "unacceptable" start to
Wednesday's 2-2 draw with
managerless Leeds, despite bat-
tling back from 2-0 down.

Leeds sacked Jesse Marsch
on Monday following a run of
seven league games without a
win.

Caretaker manager Michael
Skubala had just one 20-minute
training session to prepare for
the trip across The Pennines, but
the visitors had been on course
for a first victory over United
since 2010.

Wilfried Gnonto gave Leeds
the perfect start after just a
minute and Raphael Varane's
own goal doubled their advan-
tage early in the second half.

Marcus Rashford's 20th goal
of the season sparked the United
fightback before Jadon Sancho's
first goal since September
stretched the Red Devils unbeat-
en run at home to 16 games.

"You can say we won a
point because when you are in
a derby and come back from 2-
0 down it is good," said Ten Hag
after the first of two Premier
League clashes in five days
between the sides.

"But on the other hand
when you start a derby like we
did it's unacceptable. You have
to be ready to fight and we
weren't ready for the battle."

A point leaves third-placed
United still seven points adrift of
leaders Arsenal, having played

two games more.
The draw is more valuable

to Leeds, who edge one point
clear of the relegation zone.

United badly missed the
presence of the suspended
Casemiro in midfield, which
allowed Leeds to counter-attack
at will.

Gnonto has been a consis-
tent bright spark of an otherwise
sad season for Leeds and explod-
ed the game into life after just 60
seconds as he found the bottom
corner for his fourth goal in
seven games.

United should have been
level by half-time as Alejandro
Garnacho fired just wide and
then saw a shot cleared off the
line by Max Woeber after the
Argentine had rounded Illan

Meslier.
However, the home side

were slow out of the blocks after
the break and were punished.

Gnonto was at the heart of
the move again as he released
Crysencio Summerville down
the left and his cross was turned
into his own net by Raphael
Varane.

Ten Hag turned to his bench
for solutions and found them in
Sancho and Facundo Pellistri to
replace the ineffectual Wout
Weghorst and Garnacho.

Weghorst's withdrawal put
Rashford through the middle
and within minutes he rose
highest to meet Diogo Dalot's
cross for his 12th goal in 14
games since the World Cup.

Leeds were inches away

from restoring their two-goal
lead almost immediately when
Brenden Aaronson's free-kick
came back off the post.

But their advantage was
soon wiped out completely 20
minutes from time.

Sancho's fitness struggles
have sidelined him for most of

the season, but his return to
action has been a timely boost
with United still involved in four
competitions and short on
attacking options.

The England international
collected Luke Shaw's deflected
cross and his low strike caught
out Meslier low to his left.
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Manchester United have
reportedly opened talks

with Qatari investors as spec-
ulation intensifies over the
future ownership of the Premier
League giants ahead of a dead-
line for bids.

The American Glazer fam-
ily, who completed their take-
over of the 20-times English
champions in 2005, announced
in November that they were
open to a sale or investment.

British billionaire Jim Rat-
cliffe's Ineos company official-
ly joined the race to buy the
club last month — the only bid-
der to publicly declare an inter-
est so far.

Potential buyers are under-
stood to have until February 17
to table offers.

The Daily Mail said a
group of private investors from
Qatar want to buy United and
talks have taken place with the

club's hierarchy, confident that
theirs would be the strongest
bid.

The Guardian reported
that Qatar's ruler, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani,
was interested in buying
United, just weeks after the
energy-rich Gulf state hosted
the World Cup.

But the emir bought
French champions Paris Saint-
Germain in 2011 through Qa-
tar Sports Investments (QSI) —
meaning a full buyout of United
would not be permitted under
current UEFA regulations.

Britain's Press Association
said QSI was considering the
purchase of a minority stake in
United or another Premier
League club.

The organisation is a sub-
sidiary of the Qatar Investment
Authority (QIA), the country's
sovereign wealth fund, which
has assets worth hundreds of
billions of dollars.
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Former Black Caps captain
Brendon McCullum thinks

patriotic cricket fans will forgive
him for coaching England
against New Zealand, as long as
the two sides deliver an enter-
taining clash.

"I guess so," he told reporters
in Hamilton on Thursday when
asked if it felt odd to wear
England's cricket kit in his native
New Zealand, "but it's nice to be
here".

"We're looking forward to
the challenge in front of us with
New Zealand."

The 41-year-old retired

from Test cricket in 2016 having
scored nearly 6,500 runs for New
Zealand in 101 Tests, including
12 centuries.

Born in Dunedin at the bot-
tom of New Zealand's South
Island, McCullum has enjoyed
a dream start since taking over
as England coach last May.

He helped engineer a home
series win against South Africa
plus a clean sweep of three
Tests in Pakistan.

There was also a famous
Test win against India at
Edgbaston last July, when
England chased down a record
378 while losing just three wick-
ets -- as well as a 3-0 series win

over New Zealand on English
soil last June.

"It's been a good start, def-
initely. Results have been great,"
McCullum said.

Next up is his first tour in
New Zealand as England coach
with two Tests against the Black
Caps, starting at Mount
Maunganui next Thursday
before a second in Wellington
the following week.

McCullum, once one of the
game's most entertaining play-
ers, does not expect a hostile
reception from the Kiwi crowds.

"It should be alright, I would
think. Obviously people are
patriotic.

"Even if sometimes your
own team doesn't win, you still
walk away knowing you have
had a hell of a day out.

"Hopefully that will be the
case during this series."

New Zealand host England
with new captain Tim Southee
taking charge in his first home
series since Kane Williamson
stood down as skipper.

Williamson will go head to
head with England captain Ben
Stokes in a highly anticipated
clash between two of the world's
best batters.

The Black Caps drew two
Tests against Pakistan in January,
but managed only one victory
from six limited-overs games
against India earlier this year.
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Two of the biggest names on the men's entry
list for the BNP Paribas Open are unlikely to

play in the Southern California tournament.
Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal were

injured during the Australian Open last month,
and Djokovic's COVID-19 vaccination status also
is still an issue for the tournament that runs March
6-19 at Indian Wells.

Djokovic, a five-time winner in the desert,
missed last year's tournament because of his vac-
cination status. The US is set to end its COVID
emergency declarations on May 11, long after the
tournament concludes.

Djokovic won the Australian Open last
month for his 22nd career major despite being
bothered by a left hamstring injury. He returned
to No. 1 in the world rankings. Nadal injured his
hip during a second-round loss at the Australian
Open and could be out up to two months.

Second-ranked Carlos Alcaraz, who reached
the semifinals last year, is set to return to Indian
Wells after missing the Australian Open because
of injury. Also entered are No. 3 Stefanos
Tsitsipas, No. 4 Casper Ruud and No. 5 Andrey
Rublev. American Taylor Fritz is back to defend
his title.

Also among the men's entries is No. 7 Felix
Auger-Aliassime, No. 9 Holger Rune and No. 10

Hubert Hurkacz. Nick Kyrgios and Andy Murray
are in the field as well.

On the women's side, top-ranked Iga Swiatek
is back to defend her title from last year. She'll be
joined by Australian Open winner and second-
ranked Aryna Sabalenka.

Also in the field is No. 3 Ons Jabeur, No. 4
Jessica Pegula, No. 5 Caroline Garcia and No. 6
Coco Gauff.

The remaining spots in the draws will be filled
by winners of the qualifying tournament and wild
card recipients, who will be announced in the
coming weeks.
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Skipper Mayank Agarwal
hit a double century to

help Karnataka post 407 in
their first innings and take the
upper hand over Saurashtra in
their Ranji Trophy semifinal
here on Thursday.

Resuming his innings at
110, Agarwal carried on his
good form and played with
more intent on the second day
to score 249 off 429 balls. He
struck an astounding 28
boundaries and six sixes dur-
ing his marathon knock.

Karnataka added 178 runs
in 46.3 overs after resuming
their innings at the overnight
score of 229 for 5.

Agarwal's overnight part-

ner, wicketkeeper Srinivas
Sharath (66) added just six
runs to his score before being
trapped LBW by Chetan
Sakariya five overs into the
second day's proceedings.

Krishnappa Gowtham
and Vijaykumar Vyshak failed
to trouble the scorers much,
departing in quick succes-
sion before Vidwath
Kaverappa (15) lent Agarwal
some support.

It was a complete Agarwal
show on the second day as the
confident right-hander played
his shots to all parts of the
ground to take Karnataka for-
ward.

Sakariya (3/73) and
Kushang Patel (3/109) picked
up three wickets apiece for

Saurashtra.
In reply, Saurashtra scored

76 for 2 in 30 overs at the close
of play, still trailing Karnataka
by 331 runs with three days
play remaining in the match.

Wicket-keeper Harvik
Desai and Sheldon Jackson
were unbeaten on 27 each.

While Desai held one end
up, Jackson looked in attack-
ing mood, accumulating his
runs off just 31 balls with the
help of six boundaries.

Snell Patel and Vishvaraj
Jadeja (22) were the two
Saurashtra batsmen who got
out on Thursday.

Right-arm fast bowler
Vidwath Kaverappa (2/24)
accounted for the two
Saurashtra batsmen, cleaning

up both.
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Indore: Young wicketkeeper
Abishek Porel hit a half-cen-
tury before Bengal bowlers
struck twice towards the end
of Day 2 to find themselves in
a commanding position
against defending champions
Madhya Pradesh in their
semifinal.

Resuming the second day
at 307 for 4, Bengal added 131
runs from 54.3 overs on the
second day to be all out for
438, thanks mainly to the 78-
run sixth-wicket stand
between the 20-year-old Porel
(51) and captain Manoj
Tiwary (42).

In reply, MP ended the
day at 56 for 2 in their first
innings, still trailing by 382
runs.

Tiwary added 37 runs to
his overnight 5 as he con-
sumed 129 balls in total from
which he hit five boundaries
to take Bengal past the 400-
run mark.

But once Tiwary was out
for the team total of 401,
wickets fell in a heap.

Porel was the next Bengal
batter to be dismissed, nine
overs later, as he was run out.
His 102-ball knock had eight
fours.

The last four wickets man-
aged 37 runs for Bengal.

For MP, Kumar Kartikeya
was the most successful

bowler on the day, grabbing
three wickets, including that
of Tiwary, for 95 runs.

MP struggled in reply
with the opening pair of Yash
Dubey (12) and wicketkeeper
Himanshu Mantri (23) shar-
ing just 27 runs.

Akash Deep (1/10)
removed Dubey in the 18th
over and Mantri feel to Ishan
Porel (1/4) seven overs later.

Saransh Jain and Anubhav
Agarwal were batting on 17
and 4 respectively at stumps.

On the f irst  day on
Wednesday,  Anustup
Majumdar (120) and young
Sudip Gharami (112) had
slammed a century each to set
up Bengal's big first innings
total.
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Ravindra Jadeja marked his return to
international cricket with a five-wick-
et haul that knocked the stuffing out

of Australian middle order and put India
firmly in the driver's seat on the opening day
of the first Test, here Thursday.

Jadeja did bulk of the bowling on the
Jamtha dustbowl, earning his 11th fifer (5/47)
in 22 overs that helped India skittle Australia
out for a paltry 177 after the visitors decid-
ed to take the first strike in the series-open-
er. Ravichandran Ashwin, who probably
dominated the Aussie mind space more than
his spin colleague, got 3/42 in 15.5 overs and
in the process completed 450 wickets in Test
cricket.

At stumps, Rohit Sharma's counter-
attacking 56 not out put India in complete
command with hosts ending the day at 77
for one and trailing by 100 runs.

KL Rahul's lean patch continued as he
was caught and bowled by Australian debu-
tant Todd Murphy after making a 20-run
contribution from 71 balls.

With pitch set to deteriorate further,
Indian skipper's decision to attack Nathan
Lyon did pay dividends in the final hour.

Two of his shots off Lyon stamped his
class and authority: a forward defensive jab
that rocketed to the fence between bowler
and mid-off and a down the ground six. 

There were also cover driven fours off
deliveries that were over-pitched.

On this track, one cannot survive with
a defensive mindset and the decision to score
quickly seemed to be the right call.

But no accolades will be enough for
Jadeja, inarguably the ‘MVP' (Most Valuable
Player) in the Indian Test set-up. The icon-
ic Sachin Tendulkar has termed him as com-
pete ‘package'.

When India plays abroad, he becomes
a batting all-rounder, often bailing the team
out at No.6 and when it comes to Indian
dustbowls, he is just lethal.

On the day he showed that a knee
surgery and five month lay-off hasn't taken
away anything from his armoury.

The Australians prepared for Ashwin's
guile and variations but perhaps forgot to fac-
tor in Jadeja's impact on tracks that offer
above average turn.

On turners, the spinners who don't try
too much trickery with their fingers and just
let the ball land on the cracks and let the pitch
do the rest, are more dangerous than oth-
ers.

Jadeja is a perfect exponent of that art
of keeping things simple.

There is no denying the fact that there
is considerable turn and bounce on offer but
Australian batters too were guilty of playing
some bad shots. It seemed they got too much
messed up in their heads and tried to tack-
le the track more than the bowler.

Save Marnus Labuschagne (49), who got
an unplayable delivery from Jadeja, the oth-
ers either played rank bad shots or erred in
judgement.

Labuschagne got a delivery that was
tossed up to draw him forward. It hit one of
the dry cracks to rear up as well as deviate
past his bat. As he was drawn forward, debu-
tant Kona Bharat effected his first official dis-
missal showing smart reflexes while effect-
ing that stumping.

What was admirable about Bharat was
his change of stance after he struggled to col-
lect a couple of Jadeja deliveries in the first
session. Both deliveries turned and jumped.

Instead of crouching too low which he
does with domestic spinners, he stayed on
his haunches and could easily gather deliv-
eries on his waistline in the post lunch ses-
sion.

Once Labuschagne was dismissed after
an 82-run stand with Steve Smith, floodgates
opened as left-handed Matt Renshaw fell prey
to a Jadeja delivery that hit the same spot and
turned back sharply to find him plumb in-
front.

Smith (37), who hit a few boundaries,
was dismissed when he played the wrong line
to an arm-ball from Jadeja and was bowled
bat-pad.

From 84 for 2, it soon became 109 for
5 and although Peter Handscomb (29) and
the counter-attacking Alex Carey (36) got
quick runs to get the team past 150-run
mark.

Ashwin, who primarily bowled from
round the wicket, induced a false shot from
Carey who went for a non-existent reverse
sweep while Pat Cummins became Ashwin's
second victim when he offered a regulation
catch to Virat Kohli at slips.
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The much-envied hegemo-
ny of Australia is likely to

continue but a host of teams,
led by India and England,
will harbour hopes of break-
ing it when the ICC Women's
T20 World Cup begins here
Friday.

Packed with proven per-
formers, Australia have lifted
the trophy five times in seven
editions. They have hardly
been challenged in the format
since winning the last T20
World Cup in 2020.

In the last 22 months,
they have lost just one T20
and that defeat came against
India away from home via a
Super Over.

The defending champi-
ons will no doubt start as
favourites once again and will
aim for a second hat-trick of
titles, which will be a record-
extending sixth trophy.

The return of skipper Meg
Lanning after a break is a mas-
sive boost for the holders. Star
wicketkeeper batter Alyssa
Healy, who is back after a calf
injury, also seems to have
shrugged off the rust which
makes the side even more
dangerous.

The team's biggest
strength is its depth in batting
with plenty of big hitters like
Lanning, Healy, Ellyse Perry
and Tahlia McGrath adorning
the line-up.

Experienced pacer Megan
Schutt will spearhead the
bowling department which
has plenty of spinners to
choose from.

All-rounder Ashleigh
Gardner has also been in stel-
lar form. A power-hitter down
the order, the 25-year-old is
the go-to person for skipper
Lanning when Australia are in
need of a wicket.

However, the hard-fought
series against India and the
loss in the warm up match
against Ireland shows that
Australia too can be defeated
and the likes of India, England
and New Zealand would fancy
their chances.

Runners up in the last edi-
tion, India will be keen to go

one step ahead and claim the
title that has eluded them
thus far.

However, a lot will depend
on the Indian batting unit,
especially the top order com-
prising the likes of elegant
Smriti Mandhana, big-hitting
Shafali Verma and skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur.

The 'Women in Blue' had
enjoyed a stellar run at the
2020 edition before the final
ended in disappointment.

Shafali, had been the
breakout star, ending the tour-
nament as India's leading run

scorer. Pumped up after the
U19 World Cup win in South
Africa a few days ago, the
flamboyant opener will be
keen to carry on the momen-
tum.

India have found a much-
needed finisher in U19 World
Cup-winning young Richa
Ghosh and that will give the
top order the freedom to the
top order to go all guns blaz-
ing from the start.

India have a good mix of
spin and pace options but
bowling has been their achilles
heel. The pace department,
barring veteran Shikha
Pandey, is relatively inexperi-
enced. They will have to rise
to the challenge.

The ever-reliable Deepti
Sharma has been a match
winner for India on several
occasions, and with spinners
sparkling in the warm-up
matches, she will once again
be a key player.

India have been clubbed
alongside England, Pakistan,
West Indies and Ireland in
Group B. England, who have
been a consistent force in the
format for years, will be a
strong contender.

The opening encounter
will be between hosts South
Africa and Sri Lanka on
Friday. The tournament will
take place in two stages. The
10 teams are divided into two
groups of five sides each.

In the first round, the
teams will compete in round-
robin format with the top
two teams from each group
progressing to the knockout
stage.
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Ravindra Jadeja used the
crease intelligently to cre-

ate a variety of angles which
confused the Australian bat-
ters, and clearly showed his
exploits on Thursday were
not the result of so-called
"rank turner" as is being
bandied around by some.

Jadeja took 5 for 47 on his
international comeback with
the prized scalps of Marnus
Labuschagne and Steve Smith
as Australia managed only
177 in their first innings on
the opening day of the Border-
Gavaskar series.

"This wasn't a rank turn-
er. Compared to other pitch-
es, it was slow and had low
bounce. I felt defending was-
n't very difficult today but as
the game progresses,  it
(defending) will become
increasingly difficult. But
that's the nature of Test crick-
et," Jadeja said at the end of
day's play.

He then explained how he

played mind games with the
batters and got the better of
them.

"I used the crease as not
every delivery was turning.
And, as I said, the bounce was
low, so trying (I tried) to cre-
ate doubts in the minds of the
batters," he explained.

"I was going wide off the
crease and coming close to the
stumps and some deliveries if
they stepped out and it turned,

there would always be a
chance. Luckily, he (Marnus
Labuschagne) stepped out
(and) that one (delivery)
turned after pitching. And
for (Steve) Smith, the ball
went straight from that same
spot from where I delivered
the earlier (Marnus) delivery,"
said the man, who is now
three shy of 250 Test wickets.

The idea was to keep the
Aussies guessing about which
delivery would turn and
which one would come
straight with the angle, and it
worked to perfection for the
wily spinner.

"Yes, there was natural
variation from the wicket, but
I tried to mix up the angles, so
that there was doubt in the
batter's mind," he said.

Jadeja also said the aim
was to bowl stump to stump
on a low-bounce track. The
spinner added that he was
happy with his rhythm, having
played a quality Ranji Trophy
match for Saurashtra against
Tamil Nadu last month.

Jadeja had taken seven
second-innings wickets in the
first-class match on return
from a five-month injury lay-
off.

"I loved the rhythm with
which I bowled (today) and
the ball came out of my hand
quite well, line and length was
also accurate, since there is no
bounce off the track.

"I  preferred bowling
stump to stump. On a low-
bounce track, there are more
chances of leg before and
bowled, and luckily, I got a few
leg-before and bowled, so that
makes me happy,” he said.
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Australia batter Peter
Handscomb on Thursday

admitted that the Nagpur track
“tricked” the visiting side as it did
a lot less than what they had
feared in the opening Test of the
four-match series.

“It definitely wasn't easy out
there. It's tough because when the
pitch is playing tricks that starts
to play with your mind a little bit
as well," Handscomb said at the
press conference after the open-
ing day's play.

“The ball that doesn't do as
much you expect to do a little bit
more and that's where you can
come undone with the ball that
goes straight on, rather than the
big turners we saw out there as
well.”

Handscomb, who scored 31
in the Australian innings, said the
Indian team bowled really well as
a unit and didn't give away easy
runs.

“It's tough out there, Jadeja
was obviously bowling very well,
not really giving our batsmen a
lot to hit and I found him tough
to score (against),” the 31-year-
old right- handed batter said.

For Handscomb, it was a
comeback to the Test team after
four years and he said he was feel-
ing nice to play again in the
longest format.

"I've worked really hard on a
lot of things on my game, men-
tally, tactically and on my tech-
nique as well.

"To work that hard and get
the rewards to come back in, it's
a really, really nice feeling. I'm just
grateful to be out there and give
it a crack at time.”
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Former Australian captains
Matthew Hayden and

Steve Waugh have been left
shell-shocked by the axing of
Travis Head for the first Test
against India, with the former
saying the player himself was
in disbelief after knowing his
fate.

The Australian team man-
agement chose right-handed
batter Peter Handscomb
ahead of the 2021-22 Ashes
"Player of the Series" Head,

probably because the 29-year-
old is a left-hander.

The pre-match talk
revolved around India prepar-
ing the Nagpur track to unset-
tle the Australian side packed
with left-handers and that
could have played a role in vis-
itors' choice of players.

"I can't believe it (Head's
axing). Mark Waugh actual-
ly was right next to him, and
nor could Travis Head in
that brief conversation,"
Hayden was quoted as saying
on Fox Cricket after the play-

ing XI for the match was
announced on Thursday.

"For me he was player of
the summer. Totally different
conditions I know in Brisbane
at the Gabba but his 90 in
Brisbane (against South
Africa) was just so damn
good. He made it like it was
flat and it wasn't. It was an
absolute raging green top.

"But his mindset and his
ability to be able to score
quickly … I'm just speech-
less," added Hayden.

Waugh felt the Cricket

Australia chairman of selec-
tors George Bailey and head
coach Andrew McDonald
perhaps overanalysed the
chatter around the wicket.

"Hard to believe we can
drop the number 4 ranked
test batsman in the world and
probably our best batsman in
the last 12 months plus he
bowls better than average off
spin – let's wait and see -
maybe the Aussie selectors
are genius! #gamble #over-
analysing? #waitandsee ,”
Waugh wrote on Instagram.
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