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The Income Tax Department
on Tuesday conducted sur-

vey operations at the offices of
the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) in Delhi
and Mumbai as part of an
investigation into alleged tax
evasion by the foreign broad-
caster.  The move comes weeks
after the London-headquar-
tered broadcaster aired a two-
part controversial documentary
“India: The Modi Question”.

The survey is aimed at
investigating issues related to
international taxation and
transfer pricing of BBC sub-
sidiary companies, officials
said. Earlier the BBC had been
served notices but it was “defi-
ant and non-compliant” and
had significantly diverted its
profits, they alleged.

The department is scruti-
nising documents related to the
business operations of the
British broadcaster and its
Indian arms, they said.

The BBC said it is fully
cooperating with tax authori-
ties. Taking to Twitter, the
press office of the BBC said,
“The Income Tax authorities
are currently at the offices in
New Delhi and Mumbai and
we are fully cooperating. We
hope to have this situation
resolved as soon as possible.”

The Income Tax officials
launched the synchronised
action at 11 am in Delhi and
Mumbai and asked the BBC
staffers to keep their phones at
a particular spot inside the
premises and cooperate, offi-
cials said.

According to Income Tax
rules, transfer pricing “gener-
ally refers to prices of transac-
tions between associated enter-
prises which may take place
under conditions differing
from those taking place
between independent enter-
prises. It refers to the value
attached to transfers of goods,
services and technology
between related entities”.

It also refers to the value
attached to transfers between
unrelated parties which are
controlled by a common enti-
ty. Following the news reports
on the development, curious
onlookers and media crews
thronged the BBC office at
Kasturba Gandhi Marg in
Connaught Place in the nation-
al Capital. In Mumbai, the
BBC office is located in the
upscale Santa Cruz area.

As part of a survey, the
Income Tax department only
covers the business premises of
a company and does not search
residences and other locations
of its promoters or directors.

Last week, the Supreme
Court dismissed a plea seeking
to impose a complete ban on
the BBC in India in the wake
of the controversial documen-
tary, terming the petition
“entirely misconceived” and
“absolutely meritless”.

On January 21, the
Government issued directions
to block multiple YouTube
videos and Twitter posts shar-
ing links to the documentary.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the Editors Guild of
India said it was “deeply con-
cerned” about the Income Tax
surveys and termed it a con-
tinuation of a trend of using
Government agencies to intim-
idate media outlets critical of
the ruling establishment.

The Guild said great care
and sensitivity should be shown
in all such investigations so as
to not undermine the rights of
journalists and media organi-
sations.
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Opposition parties on
Tuesday slammed the

Government over the Income
Tax department’s survey oper-
ations at the BBC offices as
“heights of dictatorship” and
“intimidation tactics”.

While the Congress
termed as “intimidation tactics”
the Income Tax survey opera-
tion at the BBC offices and
alleged that the action shows
that the Modi Government is
scared of criticism, the CPI (M)
leader Sitaram Yechury took a
swipe at the Prime Minister
over the phrase “mother of
democracy”, a term often used
by Modi to highlight the coun-
try’s democratic ethos. 

“Time and again, there has
been an assault on freedom of
Press under the Modi
Government. This is done with
brazen and unapologetic
vengeance to strangulate
remotely critical voices. No
democracy can survive if insti-

tutions are used to attack the
Opposition and the media.
People will resist this,”
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said in a tweet.

Rajya Sabha MP and Shiv
Sena leader Priyanka
Chaturvedi said the
Government is intolerant
towards the media questioning
them. “Media now does what
the PM wants. The IT raids are
being conducted to scare the
BBC into submission. What
stopped the Income Tax dept
all these years? Everyone knows
agencies are being manipulat-
ed to work for the Modi
Government. History will
remember the role of agencies,”
Chaturvedi said.

Congress chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh said that while
the party is demanding a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
probe on the Adani issue, the
“Government is after the BBC”.
He also used a Hindi idiom to
attack the Government, saying
“Vinash Kale, Viprit Buddhi”

(When doom approaches, a
person’s intellect works against
his interest).

The Aam Aadmi Party
alleged that the IT actions
show that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has reached the
“heights of dictatorship”. 

“First, imposed a ban on
the BBC documentary. Now
raids at their offices. Don’t
forget Modi ji, Hitler’s dicta-
torship also came to an end.
Your dictatorship will also end,”
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh, who is also the party’s
national spokesperson, said in
a tweet in Hindi, reacting
sharply to the survey.

In her reaction, TMC MP
Mahua Moitra asked if the
“raids” on the BBC offices
would be followed by one on
“Mr A” in an apparent dig at
Adani Group chief Gautam
Adani. PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti alleged that it
was “brazen hounding” of
“those who speak the truth” by
the BJP-led Government.
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In a no-holds-barred attack,
the BJP on Tuesday accused

the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) of unleash-
ing “venomous” reporting
against India and alleged that
its propaganda and the
Congress’ agenda go together
as it also reminded the
Opposition party that Indira
Gandhi too had put a ban on
the BBC. It accused the
Congress of supporting “anti-
India” narratives.

The BJP came down heav-
ily on the British broadcaster,
calling it “the most corrupt
organisation in the world”.

“If any company or organ-
isation is working in India, they
have to comply with the Indian
law. Why are you scared if you
are adhering to the law? The IT

department should be allowed
to do their work. The BBC is
the most corrupt organisation
in the world. BBC propaganda
matches with Congress agen-
da,” BJP’s national spokesper-
son Gaurav Bhatia said at a
press conference here.

Bhatia said, “BBC’s history
is black, tarnished, and has
been anti-India”, and asked the
Congress to remember that
Indira Gandhi had once
banned the broadcaster.

Continuing his attack, the
BJP leader said “BBC’s history
is black, tarnished, and has
been anti-India”, and asked
Congress to remember that
Indira Gandhi had once
banned the broadcaster.

The BJP accused the BBC
of unleashing “venomous”
reporting against India and
alleged that its propaganda
and the Congress’ agenda go
together. He claimed the BBC
has a “tainted and black histo-
ry of working with malice

against India”.
The BJP spokesman cited

its past reports, including the
one which described a terror-
ist as a “charismatic young
militant” and allegedly called
Holi a “filthy” festival. It works
in India, but has little regard for
its Constitution, he said.

At a time when India is
marching ahead globally under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership, there are
many powers which do not like
it, Bhatia said, claiming that the
Congress, its leader Rahul
Gandhi and other Opposition
parties also feel the “pain” at the
country’s rise.

Accusing the Opposition
Congress of supporting “anti-
national” forces, he said, “Your
hate for Modi is so much that
you politicise even a probe
agency’s work. You always
question Constitutional author-
ities like the Supreme Court
and the Election Commission,”
he said. 
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A24-year-old man strangled
his girlfriend, stuffed her

body inside a refrigerator of his
dhaba (eatery) in Southwest
Delhi, and went off to marry
another woman the same day,
police said on Wednesday.

Accused Sahil Gehlot, res-
ident of Mitraon village in
Southwest Delhi, has been
arrested, they said. 

The incident came to light
on Valentine’s Day and it was
on the instance of the accused
that the 23-year-old woman’s
body was recovered on Tuesday
morning from the refrigerator,
officials said. 

Police said the accused
had hidden the fact from his
girlfriend Nikki Yadav that his
marriage was fixed with anoth-
er woman. When Nikki came
to know about his wedding, she
had a heated argument with the
accused which led to her mur-
der, they said. 

“It has been claimed that
she was threatening to impli-
cate the man in a case if he
married another woman,” a
source said. 

The couple was in a rela-

tionship for the past few years
and Nikki wanted to marry the
accused, police said. 

On the intervening night of
February 9 and 10, when the
victim confronted the accused
about his marriage, he killed
her using the data cable of his
mobile phone in his car and
then kept her body in a refrig-
erator at his dhaba, a senior
police officer said. 

Special Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Ravindra Singh
Yadav said on February 10, a
secret input was received that
a person named Gehlot had
killed his girlfriend and mar-
ried another girl on the day of
murder. 

On checking, no case or
complaint about missing of
any such woman was found to
be reported, the officer said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Air India has signed one of
its biggest ever aircraft

deals with Airbus to acquire
250 planes.  

Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran on Tuesday
announced this in the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and French President
Emanuel Macron. 

The order includes 40
wide-body A350s and 210
Airbus narrow-body aircraft. 

During a virtual event,
Chandrasekaran said a letter of
intent has been signed with
Airbus for the acquisition of the

aircraft. This is the first time in
more than 17 years that Air
India has placed an aircraft
order. 

It is also the first order
placed by the carrier under the
ownership of Tata Group.

Congratulating the Tata
Group and Airbus on the suc-
cessful agreement, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
the deal reflects deepening ties
between India and France, as
well as the successes and aspi-
rations of India’s civil aviation
sector. 

He said India’s growing
aviation sector would need
over 2,000 aircraft in the next
15 years. 

Addressing an online event
at which the purchase of Airbus
aircraft was announced, Modi
said the “landmark deal”
reflects the deepening ties
between India and France, as
well as the successes and aspi-
rations of India’s civil aviation
sector.

“Our civil aviation sector is
an integral part of India’s devel-
opment. Strengthening the civil
aviation sector is an important
aspect of our national infra-
structure policy,” he said. 

In the last eight years, the
number of airports has gone up
from 74 to 147, Modi pointed
out.

Continued on P2
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India has come in for praise
by a top United Nations

(UN) official for giving promi-
nence to issues of women-led
development during its presi-
dency of the G-20.  

She also said India’s role as
the G20 chair is a “real oppor-
tunity” for it to share lessons
from the global South with the
rest of the world. India
assumed the presidency of the
G20 for one year from
December 1, 2022, to
November 30, 2023.

“I see the G20 presidency
of India as a real opportunity
for India to share lessons from
the global South with the rest
of the world,” Assistant
Secretary-General of the
United Nations and Deputy
Executive Director of UN
Women Anita Bhatia told PTI
in an exclusive interview in
New York late Monday.

She said, “For us as UN
women, what is really interest-
ing...Is how India is putting the
issue of women-led develop-
ment and a focus on gender
equality as a centrepiece of its
G20 Presidency.”

“One of the things that
(India’s G20) presidency can do
is to share development stories
and pragmatic interventions

that have already worked, with
others. Because everybody is
hungry for solutions that are
efficient, particularly in a post-
pandemic world,” she said.

The G20 or Group of 20 is
an intergovernmental forum of
the world’s major developed
and developing economies. It
comprises Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, Turkey,
the UK, the US, and the
European Union (EU).

The theme of India’s pres-
idency is “One Earth, One
Family, One Future” which
shows its commitment to
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ (the
world is one family).

Bhatia was in India where
she addressed the ‘G20
Empower ‘ Inception Meeting
in Agra on February 11.   The
meeting was addressed by
Minister for Women and Child

Development Smriti Irani, G20
Sherpa Amitabh Kant and
Chair of G20 Empower and
Joint Managing Director
Apollo Hospitals Dr Sangita
Reddy.

Bhatia termed it “unprece-
dented” that four countries of
the global South - Indonesia,
India followed by Brazil and
South Africa - are leading the
G20 through their year-long
presidencies. India will hand
over the baton to Brazil when
its presidency ends on
November 30, 2023.

“India has done some
things which are remarkable
and exceptional,” Bhatia said
adding that “the great thing”
about this is that these can be
replicated across the rest of the
world.

She underscored that in a
post-pandemic world, nations
have to leapfrog to achieve
targets of sustainable growth
and development. Highlighting
her takeaways from the visit to
India, she said she saw “leap-
frogging solutions” being
implemented in the country.

She cited India’s invest-
ment in the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) platform, which
she said is “democratising e-
commerce, democratising
access for and by women to
digital technology.”

Continued on P2
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on Tuesday

that he is looking forward to
meeting Hindi enthusiasts
from across the world as he
arrived here in the Fijian cap-
ital to attend the 12th World
Hindi Conference.

Jaishankar’s visit is the first
by an incoming ministerial
delegation after the formation
of the new Government in Fiji
in December last year.

“Bula and Namaste Fiji.
The 12th
#VishwaHindiSammelan will

begin from tomorrow in Nadi.
Thank Minister of Education
Aseri Radrodro for the warm
welcome. Look forward to
meeting Hindi enthusiasts
from all over the world,”
Jaishankar tweeted.

During his three-day stay
in the South Pacific archipelago
nation, he is expected to have
bilateral meetings with the
new leadership of the country.

Fiji’s Deputy Prime
Minister Biman Prasad had vis-
ited India last week.

The first World Hindi
Conference was organised in
1975 in Nagpur. 

$���������������
�����
�����������
���������'������$���������(��
������
�������
�������������������%����������������
	����
 �������� $	�

(�����
��)��
�������������*�+
���
�,
��&��������������& �'�"�-�������������
(���
�����)�����!
����������*��
����	����
 � $	�

	
���������
�������������
���������������
���
�

.������������
��������

���������������������'�"�

88)�������"�������������"
����"��&�%"����3�	1(���%�

 �������������
��������
����!

9(������#������" ����!�� +���5����#%�����""����#������� ����&"��+���5����#%�����"5

����)�# �-�.## �''�� :;
<0�"�.�"���"&���/"�����0%%����!���

��!�������
"����
����	���4)$�7� 8�7�0���8�480��.�0*

*0�)�	�*0	�4* )�0��	,0*��
���*0�4� �6��*080��-	=06�0�0

�'(�/��'��0�1234
���������	
������������������ �����������������	������������� !���"#$���

���������%��������	��$�5"�	"��1&%�676#8��	����16��#

$�%&'�()
��	�	�
�0(	7���0.�.�(7�
�16*��7��7
�:+>?@�	��=0�

�
*�+,-�.

02	��)�0(,�(�74()*6'�.72��(�0)��*.
	�-	(	�,�0	�(7�)�0..�

�/�%��%�0
204�0�0�20�0�	A.

0*)	)0��)�0	2

���������	�
�����
�

������		�
���
����	�
���
��
��
�����
��
��	��



��������	�
��������� 
�������� �������� 
���
���

����� ��������	

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke with US

President Joe Biden on Tuesday
and the two leaders hailed the
landmark agreement between
Air India and Boeing as a
shining example of mutually
beneficial cooperation that will
help create new employment
opportunities in both coun-
tries.

According to an
announcement by the White
House, Boeing and Air India
have reached an agreement
under which the airline will
purchase 220 planes from
Boeing — 190 B737 MAX, 20
B787, and 10 B777X — for
USD 34 billion.

There will be an option to
buy 70 more aircraft that could
take the total transaction value
to USD 45.9 billion.

Prime Minister Modi had

a "warm and productive" phone
call with US President Biden, a
statement issued by the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) said.

The two leaders expressed
satisfaction at the deepening of
the India-US Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership,
which has resulted in robust
growth in all domains, the
PMO said. Prime Minister
Modi and President Biden wel-
comed the announcement of
the landmark agreement
between Air India and Boeing
as a "shining example of mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation that
will help create new employ-
ment opportunities in both
countries", the statement said.

Modi invited Boeing and
other US companies to make
use of the opportunities aris-
ing due to the expanding civil
aviation sector in India.

The two leaders welcomed
the first meeting of the initia-

tive on Critical and Emerging
Technologies (iCET) held
recently in Washington DC,
and expressed a keen desire to
strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion in space, semi-conductors,
supply chains, defence co-pro-
duction and co-development
and knowledge and innovation
ecosystems, the PMO said.

They agreed to bolster the
vibrant people-to-people ties
between the two countries,
which have been mutually
beneficial, it said.

The two Leaders agreed to
remain in contact during
India's ongoing G20
Presidency to ensure its suc-
cess, the statement said.
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Leh Apex Body and Kargil
Democratic Alliance, an

amalgam of trade unions,
social, political and religious
groups from Ladakh, are set to
hold a protest at Delhi's Jantar
Mantar on Wednesday to raise
demand of statehood for the
Union Territory.

Ladakh became a Union
Territory, along with Jammu
and Kashmir, when Article
370 and 35 A were abrogated
on August 5, 2019. While
Jammu and Kashmir is a UT
with legislature, Ladakh does
not have any provision for it.

The two groups, which
came together with a set of
demands for Ladakh, will hold
a daylong protest in the
national capital on Wednesday,
activist and politician Sajjad
Hussain told PTI.

"When Ladakh was made
a Union Territory, we were
promised development.

However, it's been four years
and we cannot see any devel-
opment happening," Hussain
told PTI.

"Leh Apex Body and
Kargil Democratic Alliance
are holding a joint protest. We
are raising a four point agen-
da, under which our demands
are statehood for Ladakh, sixth
schedule under Constitution,
job reservation, a separate
Public Service Commission
for Ladakh, and two parlia-
mentary seats for Leh and
Kargil," he said.

Ladakh-based activist and
educator Sonam Wangchuk,
who had recently gone on a
five-day 'climate fast', to 'save
Ladakh', said the protest is
being held in Delhi so that
their voice reaches the gov-
ernment.

"We raised our voice from
Ladakh, but no one has
reached out to us yet. Perhaps
our voice did not reach them,
so we have come to Delhi to

hold a protest," Wangchuk
told PTI.

"We have been talking to
the government, but in the last
three years, the process has
stagnated. I did a symbolic
protest by holding a fast, we
were hoping the government
will call us for discussions at
least. Sadly, no invitation has
been given so far," he said.

"It is our duty as citizens to
raise our voice and the duty of
the government to listen to us,"
Wangchuk added.

The Leh-based Ladakh
Apex Body of People's
Movement for 6th Schedule
and Kargil  Democratic
Alliance are the bodies from
the two regions of Ladakh
which have been demanding
statehood.

The LAB and KDA, both
representing different social
and religious groups from the
two regions of Ladakh - Leh
and Kargil, joined hands to
forward their demands in
August 2021.
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The use of Artif icial
I n t e l l i g e n c e - b a s e d

ChatGPT has been prohibited
in the upcoming class 10, 12
board exams by the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE), officials said on
Tuesday.

The class 10 and 12 board
exams are set to begin on
Wednesday.

"Mobile, ChatGPT and
other electronic items will not
be allowed in examination hall,"
according to instructions issued
by the board ahead of the
papers.

The use of ChatGPT will
amount to using unfair means
in the exam, the board officials
said. "Students are not allowed
to carry any electronic devices
inside the exam centre. This
includes using device to access
ChatGPT so that unfair means

is not used," a senior board offi-
cial said.

ChatGPT (Chat Generative
Pre-trained Transformer),
which was launched in
November 2022, is capable of
generating speeches, songs,
marketing copy, news articles
and student essays or human-
like text based on the input it is
given.

The new artificial intelli-
gence (AI) system, known as a
large language model (LLM) is
designed to generate human-
like writing by predicting
upcoming word sequences. The
admit card for the exams also
has a cautionary instruction
saying, "You should not indulge
in any unfair practice. If found,
you will be booked under
Unfair Means (UFM) Activity
and action will be taken as per
the rules of the board."
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on

Tuesday inaugurated a five-
storey automated multi-level
car parking at the
Nizamuddin area here, but
said despite many such facil-
ities, people park on roads,
causing jams and accidents.

The parking facility, with
a capacity to hold 86 cars, near
the Lodhi Road Flyover has
been built by the MCD at a
cost of Rs 15.76 crore, officials
said. Such parking facilities

will not only
benefit resi-
dents but will
also address
p a r k i n g
requirements
of those visit-
ing religious
and tourist

sites in and around the
Nizamuddin area, Saxena said,
according to an MCD state-
ment.

He, however, said despite
dedicating many such multi-
level car parking lots to the
people of the city, they park on
roads, causing jams and acci-
dents. In this automated
multi-level puzzle car parking
at Nizamuddin, a vehicle on a
pallet on the ground floor will
be taken to a designated spot
in the building in a fast and
smooth manner, the state-
ment said, adding that the
average retrieval time is esti-
mated to be 150 seconds.

From Page 1
Through the scheme UDAN, remote parts of the country are also being con-

nected through air connectivity, which is giving a boost to the economic and social
development of the people, he said. In the near future, India would become the third
biggest market in the world in the aviation sector, he said. In the next 15 years, over
2,000 aircraft would be required, he added.

Many new opportunities are opening up in aerospace manufacturing under India’s
‘Make in India - Make for the World’ vision, the
Prime Minister said. “Whether it is the issue of secu-
rity and stability in the Indo-Pacific region, or glob-
al food security and health security, India and France
together are making a positive contribution,” Modi
said in his remarks. Today, the India-France part-
nership is playing a key role in ensuring stability and
balance of the international order and the multi-
lateral system, he said.

Earlier, Chandrasekaran said Air India has
signed a letter of intent to acquire 250 aircraft from
Airbus. It will include 40 wide-body A350 planes
and 210 narrow-body aircraft.  During a virtual
event being attended by Modi and Macron, among
others, Chandrasekaran said the wide-body planes
will be used for ultra-long haul flights.

Generally, flights that have a duration of a lit-
tle over 16 hours are called ultra-long haul flights.
Since acquiring loss-making Air India from the
Government in January 2022, Tata Group has been
taking various measures to revive the carrier.

Air India, earlier under the ownership of the
Government, had acquired new aircraft more than
17 years ago.  The airline’s last order was for 111
planes -- 68 from Boeing and 43 from Airbus -- and
that deal was worth USD 10.8 billion. The order was
placed in 2005. On January 27, when the Tata Group
completed the first year of taking over Air India,
the airline said it was “finalising a historic order of
new aircraft to power future growth.

The airline has put in place a roadmap under
Vihaan.AI for transformation over the next five years
and has taken various measures, including com-
mitting USD 400 million to refurbish the interiors
of its entire wide-body fleet.

From Page 1
As the mobile phone of the accused

was found to be switched off, a police team
reached Mitraon village but he was not
present in his house after which an inten-
sive search was made in the village and
nearby area, the Special Commissioner of
Police said, adding the accused was later
arrested from Kair village in Delhi. 

“During interrogation, the accused
initially tried to mislead police, but later
he disclosed that he had killed his girl-
friend on the intervening night of
February 9 and 10 and kept her body in
a refrigerator at his dhaba,” the officer said. 

Revealing about his association
with Nikki, the officer said that the
accused told investigators that he was
preparing for SSC exams at a coaching
centre in Uttam Nagar in January, 2018.

At that time, the victim, a resident of
Jhajjar in Haryana, was preparing for the
medical entrance examination from an
institute in Uttam Nagar. 

“Both of them used to travel to their
respective institutes daily in the same bus
and became friends and later on fell in
love,” he said. In February, 2018, the
accused took admission in DPharma at a
college in Greater Noida and his girlfriend
also took admission in the same college
in BA (English Hons.).  Thereafter, the
couple started living together at Greater
Noida in a rented house and became very
close to each other. They also travelled to
several places such as Manali, Rishikesh,
Haridwar and Dehradun, he said. 

“During Covid-induced lockdown,
they returned to their homes and after the
end of the lockdown, they again started

living together in a rented house in
Dwarka area. The accused did not inform
his family members about this relation-
ship with the victim. His family was pres-
suring him to get married with some other
woman and finally in December 2022, his
engagement and marriage were fixed
with another woman for February 9 and
10, 2023 respectively,” the senior officer
said. 

A case under IPC sections 302 (mur-
der) and 201 (causing disappearance of
evidence of an offence committed, or giv-
ing false information to screen offender)
has been registered at Baba Haridas
Nagar police station and the investigation
was conducted by the Crime Branch,
police said.  The statements of the accused
are being verified during investigation,
they said.

From Page 1
Noting that there is a glob-

al digital gender divide, includ-
ing in India, because of social
norms and affordability issues,
she said when access is made
more affordable and universal,
which is what UPI is achieving,
it is possible to further enhance
the inclusion of women. “A lot
of the other social programmes
like Jan Dhan are creating
financial inclusion on a scale
that is unprecedented,” she
said. She stressed that the
building blocks needed to
achieve this inclusion - digital
identification systems, and
bank accounts - have been put
in place and have helped mil-
lions of women in India during
the pandemic.

“My takeaway, as a global
institution, is that this is the
right time for India to be dis-

seminating lessons of experi-
ence, technical and practical
knowledge that can help the
rest of the world,” she said.

Bhatia added that UN
Women is working with dif-
ferent Ministries in the
Government of India and the
G20 Secretariat to mainstream
gender across different G20
groups.

UN Women has been sup-
porting the nodal Ministry in
India - Ministry of Women and
Child Development - on two
key engagement groups of the
G20 Summit - G20 Empower
and Women20 (W20) and the
Ministerial Conference on
Women’s Empowerment. UN
Women is also playing the role
of knowledge partner for the
industry chamber FICCI
(under the G20 Empower ini-
tiative) and Women20.

The UN agency focusing
on gender equality and
empowerment of women is
also providing technical sup-
port in collaboration with UN
Capital Development Fund to
the Department of Economic
Affairs in the Ministry of
Finance to ensure that the
finance track of G20 has a focus
on women’s digital and finan-
cial inclusion.

Bhatia said through these
partnerships and synergies with
the goals of India’s G20 presi-
dency, “we are working towards
the continued legacy of main-
streaming gender equality prin-
ciples in the current and future
presidencies.”

She noted that at the G20
Empower Summit, she heard
two very concrete initiatives -
a push for digital literacy
worldwide to help women and

a women’s mentorship platform
through which successful and
privileged female leaders will
be able to share their lessons
with others who are just start-
ing out. “This has an intergen-
erational aspect and inter-sec-
toral aspect,” she said.

She noted that due to the
pandemic, female labour force
participation has dropped pre-
cipitously in many parts of the
world. Against this backdrop,
the “focus on digitalisation is
very important,” she said.

The UN official also
underscored the critical need to
focus on skilling and re-
skilling. “There is a mismatch
between demand for labour
and supply,” she said adding
that while women are gradu-
ating from universities, and
have degrees, they’re not get-
ting jobs. 
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Based on a report by IIT
Delhi, Gurugram Addition

Deputy Commissioner (ADC)
Vishram Kumar Meena on
Tuesday said that the report has
found structural deficiencies in
the construction of these tow-
ers.  Repair is not possible on
technical and economic
grounds, so Towers E and F of
Chintels Paradiso condomini-
um in Sector 109 are also
unsafe and not fit for habita-
tion. There are 28 flats in
Tower E and 22 in Tower F.

"In the recent report too,
the concrete used in the con-
struction of the building has
found a high amount of chlo-
ride. Due to this steel and
concrete used in construction
got eroded. Earlier, the IIT
Delhi team also recommended
that E and F-towers be closed.

Based on the report of IIT
Delhi, the allottees of E and F
towers would be rehabilitated
as per rules," Meena said.
Similarly, the sampling work
for the structural audit has been
completed for Towers A and G
of the condominium, while
the sampling work is in process
for Tower H, he said. 

On February 10, 2022, two
persons lost their lives after a
slab of six floors of Tower D
collapsed partially during
repair work. Following the
incident, the State Government
formed a committee to probe
the matter, and a structural
audit of the building was
ordered. 

��	$$�"���"��"�� ��������	

In a big relief to hundreds of
families in Mehrauli and Lado

Sarai villages, Lt Governor (LG)
VK Saxena on Tuesday directed
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to stall the
ongoing demolition drive in
these villages, till further instruc-
tions.  The decision came after
a delegation of residents met
Saxena and sought relief while
citing the anomalies in the
demarcation of land in these
areas done in 2021.  

According to officials, the L-
G directed the Vice Chairman,
DDA and the local administra-
tion to immediately stop the
demolition drive. “The LG
assured the residents that their
complaints will be examined
and if any misdeed on part of
any official was found, strict
action will be taken against
them. He however reiterated

that, while no action will be
taken against legal and rightful
occupants, any illegal encroach-
ment or unauthorised occupa-
tion surrounding the heritage
monuments will be removed
forthwith, in pursuance of the
orders of the High Court,” said
officials.

Amid the drive, the Delhi
Government has pulled up the
District Magistrate (DM south)
for alleged "inaction" related to
the Mehrauli demolition drive
and directed him again to carry
out fresh demarcation in the
area. Revenue Minister Kailash
Gahlot had directed the DM
(south) last week to carry out
fresh demarcation of "disputed"
area after the affected residents
alleged that the demarcation
exercise was done keeping them

in the dark. In an order issued
by Gahlot on Tuesday, it was
alleged that DM (south) neither
complied with the direction for
fresh demarcation nor asked
the DDA to stop the ongoing
demolition exercise.

The copy of the order has
been sent to DDA vice chairman
Subhasish Panda reiterating that
the demolition cannot be carried
out without demarcation. "In the
face of large scale demolition by
DDA, such non-compliance by
DM (South) with regard to
demarcation exercise which is
the basis for carrying out demo-
lition activities, makes DM
(south) complicit in the whole
affair," said Gahlot’s order. The
DM (south) has been once again
directed to comply with the
directions to start fresh demar-

cation exercise with immediate
effect, it added. AAP MLA
Somnath Bharti had earlier
urged the LG to stop the exer-
cise and enforce the city
Government's order for fresh
demarcation.

Earlier, the Delhi HC had
sought responses of the
Government and the DDA to a
plea seeking a bar on demolition
in the area till a fresh “demar-
cation report” has been made.
Without interfering with the
demolition exercise, Justice Mini
Pushkarna issued notice on the
petition by Mehrauli Minorities
Resident And Shop Owners
Welfare and directed that the
matter be placed before the
Division Bench (DB) headed by
the Chief Justice, where a simi-
lar matter is already pending.
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday stayed the demo-

lition of a slum in the vicinity
of Pragati Maidan by the Public
Works Department (PWD)
and sought a report from the
Centre and the Delhi
Government on the issue.

Justice Prathiba M Singh
said the PWD, Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board
(DUSIB) and the Railways
were “speaking in different
voices” on the juggi-jhopdi
(JJ) cluster named Janta Camp
near gate 1 of Pragati Maidan
and directed that a meeting of
the authorities concerned be
held in order to arrive at a con-
sensus. The court observed
there was no clarity as to whom
did the land belong and if the
slum cluster was covered under
the State Government's 2015
rehabilitation policy. “It is
directed that a meeting be held
in the Chief Secretary's office
where all concerned depart-
ment shall be present. Let a
decision be taken and report be
placed on record. Until then, no

demolition shall take place.
Let the meeting be held in the
Chief Secretary's office on
February 16,” ordered the
court.  The petitioners, the res-
idents of the JJ cluster, claimed
it was notified cluster and so
the residents ought to be reha-
bilitated as per the applicable
policy before any demolition
takes place.  The demolition
notice was issued on January 28
by the PWD, the court was
informed.

The DUSIB said the land
in question belonged to the
Railways and it was pursuant to
the directions of the Chief
Secretary, Delhi Government
that a decision was taken to
shift the slum dwellers to a
night shelter.  The Delhi
Government’s counsel told the
court the Minister concerned
has already directed that no
action will be taken until the
due procedure on rehabilitation
has been followed.

The Railways said it has
not ordered any demolition,
and physical verification is
required with respect to the sta-
tus of the land's ownership.
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The Arvind Kejriwal
Government on Tuesday

approved the strengthening
and repair works of seven
important flyovers. These
include Africa Avenue Flyover,
Moti Bagh Flyover, Savitri
Cinema Flyover, I.T.O. Flyover,
Tilak Nagar District Center
Flyover, Tilak Nagar Metro
Flyover, and Punjabi Bagh
Flyover, Government officials
said in a statement. Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia said that the projects
are worth �12.46 crore.

Sharing details about the
projects, Sisodia said the Delhi
Government under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Kejriwal is committed to pro-
viding better roads and flyovers
to the people of Delhi.   "To
ensure the same, strengthening
and repair work of seven main
flyovers of Delhi will be done
by the PWD. This will increase
the strength of flyovers and
their life span up to 20 years,"
Sisodia said and added that the

PWD is working in a phased
manner to improve the flyovers
across the capital. 

"These flyovers were con-
structed many years ago and
due to the load of vehicles on
them, their concrete surface has
eroded and this disrupts move-
ment of vehicles. To avoid any
inconvenience to commuters,
PWD officials have been
directed to complete mainte-
nance work in stipulated time.
Lakhs of people who use the
flyovers on a daily basis will be
benefited after the strengthen-
ing work," Sisodia said.

The flyovers are regularly
maintained by the PWD, how-
ever, due to heavy traffic pres-
sure they get worn out.
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New Delhi: The Delhi unit of
BJP and Congress on Tuesday
said that an FIR should be reg-
istered against State Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal in the
alleged Rs 20 crore Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) scam terming the
arrest of a few persons in the
case was not enough. They also
said that all the accounts of the
DJB should be sealed, and a
CAG audit should be con-
ducted.

Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri and Delhi Pradesh
Congress Committee presi-
dent Anil Kumar at separate
press conferences here said
that the arrest of three persons
in the DJB scam is not enough. 

“An FIR should also be
lodged against Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal because as
the DJB chairman he was fully

aware of the scam.” Bidhuri
questioned why the Chief
Minister did not take any
action in the matter when the
alleged scam was exposed. 

DPCC president Kumar
echoed similar views saying
that arrest of two directors
and the Chief Financial Officer
of an e-payment firm by the
Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) in connection with
embezzlement of user pay-
ments in the DJB scam was
only the tip of the iceberg.

Kumar also alleged that the
extent of corruption in the
DJB was so well-entrenched
under the Kejriwal
Government that jailed
Minister Satyender Jain, when
he was the chairman of the
DJB, had terminated the ser-
vices of  10 DJB officials for ille-
gal activities. SR
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New Delhi: The Delhi
Government has granted
approval to the Central Public
Works Department (CPWD)
to transplant 173 trees from the
site of the proposed executive
enclave under the Central Vista
redevelopment project. The
Executive Enclave will come up
on the south side of South
Block in plot number 36/38 in
the high-security Lutyens'
Delhi. 

The executive enclave,
which is proposed to come up
near the South Block, will
include the Prime Minister’s
Office, India House, Cabinet
Secretariat and National
Security Council Secretariat.
“The nation is now set to get a
new PMO soon in the capital.
Sometime back, the CPWD
had sought permission for
transplantation of some trees at

the project site from Delhi
Government. Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal took up the
matter on priority given its
importance, and his timely
intervention in the matter has
helped expedite the project,”
the Delhi Government said in
a statement.

The Kejriwal Government
has approved the proposal
upon the condition that the
agency would take up 10-times
compensatory plantation. The
Executive Enclave will be con-
structed under the Centre's
ambitious Central Vista rede-
velopment project.

Housing the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO), cab-
inet secretariat, India House
and the National Security
Council Secretariat, the
Executive Enclave will cost an
estimated Rs 1,189 crore. SR
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Aquifer mapping of the
country would be com-

pleted by March this year, an
exercise that will help various
states gauge availability of
ground water and its recharge
potential.

Responding to a question
in the Rajya Sabha recently,
Minister of State for Jal Shakti
Bishweswar Tudu said out of
the total geographical area of
around 33 lakh sq km of the
entire country, around 25 lakh
sq km of mappable area has
been identified.

"So far, an area of 24.57
lakh sq km (as on December
30, 2022) has been covered
under the programme. The
remaining areas are targeted to
be covered by March 2023," he

said in a written response to a
question. The Central Ground
Water Board (CGWB) has
taken up the Aquifer Mapping
and Management Programme
since 2012 under the scheme of
Ground Water Management
and Regulation. The pro-
gramme is aimed at delineating
aquifer disposition and their
characterisation for preparation
of aquifer or area specific
ground water management
plans with community partic-
ipation.

The management plans are
shared with respective state
governments for taking appro-
priate measures or implemen-
tation. Aquifer mapping is a
scientific process, wherein dif-
ferent analyses are applied to
characterise the quantity, qual-
ity and sustainability of
groundwater in aquifers.
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Even as eight Nigerian chee-
tahs who were brought to

Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno Palpur
in September last year await
their release in the wild, they
are likely to be joined by a sec-
ond batch of 12 big cats from
South Africa on February 18.
All of them are likely to be in
enclosures, although the sepa-
rate one for next few months.

According to officials in
the Union Environment
Ministry, the felines will be
flown from South Africa to
Gwalior before being trans-

ported to Kuno. The cheetahs
will be kept under one-month
quarantine as per the norms, he
said. Cheetahs are being rein-
troduced nearly seven decades
after the species became extinct
in India. 

The last cheetah died in the
country in 1947 in the Korea
district in present-day
Chhattisgarh, and the species

was declared extinct from India
in 1952. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had released
the first batch of eight cheetahs
- five females and three males
- from Namibia into a quaran-
tine enclosure at KNP on his
72nd birthday on September
17.The first batch of cheetahs
is currently in hunting enclo-
sures at the park before their
full release into the wild. 

The officials have set up 10
quarantine "bomas" (enclo-
sures) for the new guests.  The
availability of natural prey
within the enclosure helped the
cheetahs to get accustomed to
hunting Indian prey species. 
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Waking up to the Joshimath
tragedy that has rendered

thousands of people homeless
and exposed vulnerability of the
fragile region, the Centre has
now issued a standard operating
procedure (SOP) asking agencies
to mandatorily implement envi-
ronmental safeguards in all roads
and highway projects falling
within 100 km of the
International Border or the Line
of Control. Issued by the Union
Environment Ministry last week,
the SOP stresses on mandatory
disaster management plans, risk
assessment and eco-fragility
studies and precautions during
tunnelling. The guidelines come
seven months after the ministry
waived the requirement for envi-
ronmental clearance for highway
projects up to 100 km of the
International Border (IB) or the
Line of Control (LoC).

In fact in 2014, apparently to
expedite strategic border projects,
the Ministry had given in-prin-
ciple approval for waiver of
mandatory forest and environ-
ment nod for construction of
strategic roads and bridges. It had
also allowed diversion of land for
setting up surveillance equip-
ment within five kilometres from
the International Border and
100 km from lAC.

Learning a lesson the hard
way, the Ministry has made it
clear that, "The guidelines are to
be followed for all roads/highway
projects falling within 100 km
from the International
Border/Line of Control for sus-
tainable environmental safe-
guards.

"Further, the exemption of
prior EC (environmental clear-
ance) for all highway projects up
to 100 km from the LoC or bor-
der does not exempt it from
approvals, consent, permissions
etc, required to be obtained
under any other act, rule, regu-
lation, bye-laws and notifica-
tion etc," read an office memo-
randum issued to chairpersons of
all pollution control boards,
expert appraisal committees and

environment impact assessment
authorities, among others.
Agencies should conduct a risk
assessment and, based on that, a
disaster management plan as
per the Disaster Management
Act be prepared. It should be
approved by a competent author-
ity and implemented, the min-
istry said.

"If the proposed route is
passing through any hilly area,
comprehensive study on vul-
nerability for landslide, slope
stability, (the) vulnerability of the
project area from the point of
view of seismic activity taking
into account the seismic zone in
which it is located, (an) eco-
fragility study of the area shall be
carried out through reputed
technical institute on the basis of
which environmental friendly
and safe construction method-
ology shall be adopted," it said.

Project proponents have
been asked to prepare landslide
management plans and take all
remedial, precautionary mea-
sures before, during and after
construction. They should ensure
that all environmental safeguards
are mandatorily implemented
under the supervision of subject
experts before undertaking con-
struction, as per the SOP. It also
give in detail the green proce-
dures to be adopted in case of
cutting or embankment, while
carrying out a comprehensive
assessment of the water catch-
ment, hydrology and drainage
pattern within 10 km of the
alignment. “The natural course
of rivers or creeks should not be
diverted. All the major and
minor bridges and culverts
should not affect the drainage
systems. 

Flood plains of the rivers and
drainage systems are not to be
disturbed. Rainwater harvesting
structures are to be constructed
on either side of the road,” it said. 

The project proponent
should carry out a detailed study
to assess the inflow of traffic from
adjoining areas such as airports
and urban cities. It should
include complete designs, draw-
ings and traffic circulation plans.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday led the

nation in paying tributes to 40
Central Reserve Police
Force(CRPF)personnel who
were killed in a suicide attack
on their convoy in Pulwama,
Kashmir on this day in 2019.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Home Minister Amit
Shah and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar also paid
tributes to the martyred per-
sonnel.

"Remembering our valor-
ous heroes who we lost on this
day in Pulwama. We will never
forget their supreme sacrifice.
Their courage motivates us to
build a strong and developed
India," the Prime Minister said
in a tweet message. Forty CRPF
jawans had made the supreme
sacrifice after a suicide bomber
rammed his vehicle into the
CRPF convoy. In a retaliatory
attack, the Indian Air Force tar-
geted terror camps in Balakot
in Pakistan on February 26.

The next day Pakistan Air
Force tried to attack some mil-
itary installations in Kashmir
and their attempt was foiled.  In
the ensuing aerial combat
between Indian Mig-21 and

Pakistan F-16, Wing
Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman’s jet was brought
down by Pakistan.  He was cap-
tured and released after two
days.

In his message, Home
Minister Amit Shah said the
nation can never forget their
sacrifice. "I pay homage to the
brave soldiers who laid down
their lives in the ghastly terror
attack in Pulwama on this day
in the year 2019. 

The nation can never for-
get their sacrifice. Their valour
and indomitable courage will
always remain an inspiration in
the fight against terrorism,"
Shah tweeted. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said the entire
nation stands firmly with the
families of the martyred per-

sonnel. In a tweet, Rajnath
said the country salutes their
courage and supreme sacrifice.
"I pay my tribute to the brave
soldiers who sacrificed their
lives in the terrorist attack at
Pulwama in the year 2019.
This country salutes the
courage and sacrifice made by
these soldiers who got mar-
tyred. The entire nation stands
firmly with their families," he
tweeted.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar also took to Twitter
to pay tribute to the fallen sol-
diers. "Homage to our coura-
geous jawans who laid down
their lives this day in Pulwama
in 2019. We pay tribute by
maintaining our vigil and
countering cross-border ter-
rorism," he said. 

New Delhi: India and
Bangladesh will review the
whole gamut of their bilateral
ties during talks between
Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra
and his Bangladeshi counter-
part Masud Bin Momen during
the former’s visit there for two
days starting Wednesday.

Giving details of Kwatra’s
schedule, Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA)said here on
Tuesday, he is visiting
Bangladesh at the invitation of
his counterpart.

During the visit, both
Foreign Secretaries will review
the entire range of bilateral rela-
tionship including political and
security, water, trade and
investment, power and energy,
defence, connectivity and sub-
regional cooperation. The visit
to Bangladesh is keeping in line
with the highest priority
accorded to India’s
‘Neighborhood First’ Policy.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday said

India has always favoured rules-
based global order and does not
believe in giving "sermons or
cut-and-dried" solutions to
countries in need of assistance.
New Delhi also holds that
nations with superior military
powers do not have the right to
dictate solutions to others, he
said in an apparent reference to
China's aggressive behaviour.

Giving out this message,
Rajnath said India has always
stood for a rules-based global
order in which the primordial
instinct of "might being right"
is replaced by fairness, respect
and equality amongst all sov-
ereign nations.

Without naming China or
any other country, the defence
minister said the "top-down
approach" towards solving
problems has never been sus-
tainable, adding often it leads to
"debt trap, reaction from the
local population and conflict.” 

He made these observa-
tions while addressing his coun-

terparts and deputy defence
ministers of nearly 30 countries
at the Defence Ministers’ con-
clave on the sidelines of the
ongoing Aero India air show in
Bengaluru. Referring to India's
emphasis on collective
approach, Rajnath talked about
how the COVID-19 pandemic
originated in "one country"
and how in no time, it had a
devastating impact on the
whole world, adding the crisis
once again underscored the
point that "we are all in the
same boat and we either sink or
swim together."

In the conclave named
SPEED (Shared Prosperity
through Enhanced
Engagements in Defence), he
also called for united efforts to
counter pressing challenges like

terrorism and said collective
security has become "sine-qua-
non" for overall development
and prosperity of nations.  To
counter the security threats,
Rajnath underlined the need for
devising new strategies, adding
India does not believe in deal-
ing with such security issues in
the "old paternalistic or the neo-
colonial paradigms". "We con-
sider all nations as equal part-
ners. That is why, we do not
believe in imposing external or
supra-national solutions to a
country's internal problems," he
said.

"We do not believe in giv-
ing sermons or cut-and-dried
solutions, which do not respect
the national values and con-
straints of the countries in
need of assistance. Rather, we
support the capacity building of
our partner countries, so that
they may chart out their own
destiny," he added.

"There are nations which
are richer, militarily or techno-
logically more advanced than
others, but it does not give them
the right to dictate their solu-
tions to the nations in need of
support," Rajnath said.
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Congress on Tuesday alleged
the Centre is "running

away" from a JPC probe into
the Adani-Hindenburg issue
and said the Government
should allow the investigation
if it has nothing to hide.  The

Congress' attack on the
Government came after Union
Home Minister Amit Shah's
reported remarks that there is
nothing for the BJP to hide or
be afraid of in the matter.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the AICC  headquar-
ters, Congress chief spokesper-
son Jairam Ramesh said he has
written to RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das and SEBI chief
Madhabi Puri Buch for an
impartial probe into allegations
against the Adani Group.

Reacting to Shah's report-
ed remarks, Ramesh said, "If
they do not have anything to
hide, why are they running
away from a Joint

Parliamentary Committee
(probe). They do not even
allow us to raise the demand of
JPC in Parliament. When our
leaders, including party presi-

dent Mallikarjun Kharge ji,
raised the demand for JPC,
their remarks were expunged,"
Ramesh said. If there is noth-
ing to hide, the government

should allow a JPC, he stressed.
On Monday, the Centre

agreed to the Supreme Court's
proposal to set up a panel of
experts to look into strength-
ening regulatory mechanisms
for the stock market in the
wake of the recent crash of
Adani Group shares triggered
by Hindenburg Research's
fraud allegations.

Saying it has no objection
to constituting the panel, the
Centre also stressed that mar-
ket regulator SEBI and other
statutory bodies are "fully
equipped" to deal with the sit-
uation, not only regime wise,
but otherwise as well.
According to Ramesh, it is

important to look at the peti-
tion filed in the court.

Investigation should be
against Adani and its ties with
the government, the Congress
leader said.  He also clarified
that the Congress is in favour
of private investments, which
need to be encouraged.

In a statement addressed to
the prime minister, Ramesh
said the UPA government in its
efforts to strengthen econom-
ic relations with neighbours
had signed an MoU in 2010 for
the state-owned National
Thermal Power Corporation
(NTPC) to set up a 1,320 MW
thermal power plant in
Bagerhat, Bangladesh.
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New Delhi/Bengaluru: The
aerospace conglomerate
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited(HAL)on Tuesday
removed the sticker of Lord
Hanuman that featured on one
of their aircraft at the ongoing
Aero India 2023 in Bengaluru.
"After internal discussion, we
decided to remove the image of
Hanuman as it is not appro-
priate to put it now," HAL
Chairman and Managing

Director C B Anathakrishnan
said. During first day of Aero
India 2023 on Monday, the
HAL showcased full-scale
model of its supersonic train-
er aircraft HLFT-42. The model
aircraft, which was a major
attraction at the show, fea-
tured a Hanuman picture on its
tail. The HAL said they had
decided to use Hanuman's pic-
ture on vertical fin to display
power of aircraft. The HLFT-

42 aircraft is successor of HAL
Marut, the first Indigenous
aircraft. Marut is the other
name for Wind, or 'Pawan' as
it is called in Hindi. The son of
Pawan was Lord Hanuman,
which is why a picture of the
lord was displayed on the
model aircraft. The HLFT-42 is
a next-generation, supersonic
trainer that will play a critical
role in modern combat aircraft
training. PNS
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To ensure copying-free and
transparent conduct of

Uttar Pradesh Board examina-
tions scheduled to be held
from February 16, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
issued strict directives, includ-
ing imposing National Security
Act, against those involved in
this unfair practice. 

An FIR will also be lodged
against the room invigilators
and centre administrators
involved in cheating. Stern
action will be taken under the
Gangster Act against those
found obstructing the exami-
nation and affecting the system
and their property will be
attached.

For the first time, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
ordered that static magistrates
and sector magistrates would
be appointed at each examina-
tion centre by the district mag-
istrates. 

They will be required to
report to the district inspectors
of schools along with the dis-
trict magistrates after the exam-
inations are over so that daily
activities could be monitored.
On the other hand, for the first

time, a separate room will be
made apart from the principal's
room for strict monitoring of
examination papers.

In addition, the copies will
be kept in a double-lock cup-
board and a CCTV will be
installed for 24X7 monitoring.
After the appointment of room
inspectors, they will be impart-
ed training before the exam.
The sector magistrates, static
magistrates, centre adminis-
trators and external centre
administrators will also be
trained in the district.

Yogi directed that a sepa-
rate strong room be made for
the safety of question papers
with 24-hour deployment of
two armed policemen and

CCTV monitoring. He has
also called for installation of
voice-equipped CCTV cam-
eras, DVRs, router devices and
high-speed broadband con-
nections at the examination
centres.

Also, the presence of all
three -  centre administrator,
external centre administrator
and static magistrate at each
centre - should be ensured
while opening the question
paper. Stern action should be
taken against anyone found
absent during this period. In
such a situation, the permission
of the district magistrate or the
additional district magistrate
will be necessary while open-
ing the question papers.
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The Assam Government on
Tuesday began clearing

nearly 1,900 hectares of forest
and Government land in
Sonitpur district, affecting
12,000-odd people who were
allegedly staying there illegal-
ly for decades, a senior official
said. In the fourth such drive in
two months, the Sonitpur dis-
trict administration started the
exercise under heavy security
to clear "encroached" land in
Burachapori Wildlife Sanctuary
(BWS) and nearby revenue vil-
lages on the southern bank of
the Brahmaputra river in cen-
tral Assam.

While most of the occu-
pants, predominantly Bengali-
speaking Muslims, had left
their houses after receiving
notices in the last few weeks,
some were in the process to
vacate their premises when
the eviction drive started, some
of the affected families said.

Asserting that they were
never told by anyone that the
areas they were living in fell
under forest or government
land, the "encroachers" claimed
they received benefits from
various state and central
schemes.

The opposition Congress
slammed the BJP-led govern-
ment over the eviction drive,
claiming that many of the
affected families are entitled to
have land rights as per the
Forest Rights Act, 2006.

Sonitpur Deputy
Commissioner Deba Kumar
Mishra told PTI that thousands
of people "illegally occupied"
the forest and nearby areas for
decades and the administration
has decided to clear 1,892
hectares during the ongoing
exercise till Thursday.

"Out of this, 1,401 hectares
fall under the BWS and the
remaining 491 hectares is gov-
ernment land. In the forest,
1,758 families were living, com-
prising 6,965 people," he said.

According to the latest sur-

vey, 755 families comprising
4,645 people were residing on
the government land, the offi-
cial said, adding that the exer-
cise has been peaceful so far
and there is no opposition.

Mishra said, "We discov-
ered that this area was never
surveyed and people were in
confusion if their villages fall
under Nagaon or Sonitpur dis-
trict. Government schools,
Anganwadi centres, mosques
and other structures were built
by people who thought it is
Nagaon district."

The schools and other gov-
ernment institutions will be
attached to nearby such centres
in non-encroached land in the
coming days so that education
and welfare measures are not
affected, he added.
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The Mizoram Assembly on
Tuesday unanimously

adopted an official resolution
opposing any move to imple-
ment the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) in the country.

Home Minister
Lalchamliana moved the reso-
lution which said "That this
House unanimously resolved to
oppose any steps taken or pro-
posed to be taken for enact-
ment of UCC in India."

While moving the resolu-
tion Lalchamliana that the
UCC, if enacted, "would dis-
integrate the country as it was
an attempt to terminate the
religious or social practices,
customary laws, cultures and

traditions of the religious
minorities, including the
Mizos."

He alleged that several
attempts had been made in the
past to implement the UCC but
is pending till now due to its
"controversial nature."

In December last year, a
private member bill to enact
the UCC was introduced by a
BJP MP in the Rajya Sabha, he
said. "The proposed law is
pending for enactment in par-
liament. The propose law aims
at imposing a uniform code in
the country by marginalising or
terminating the religious or
social practices, customary
laws, cultures and traditions of
the minorities," Lalchamliana
said.
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Two days after a first-year
B.Tech student belonging

to the Dalit community com-
mitted suicide by jumping
from the seventh floor of a
hostel on its premises, the
Indian Institute of
Technology-Bombay on
Tuesday refuted news reports
in a section of the media
implying that the cause of
death was discrimination, and
say it amounted to "institu-
tional murder".

Eighteen-year-old Darshan
Solanki, a resident of hostel
number 16 of IIT-B who hailed
from Ahmadabad and had

joined the Institute three
months go to pursue Bachelor
in Technology (B.Tech) in
Chemical Engineering, had
jumped from the eighth floor
of his hostel building on
Sunday afternoon. 

The incident took place a
day after the first semester
exams for the first-year stu-
dents ended on Saturday. No
suicide note was found either
on his body or in his hostel
room Having registered a case
of "accidental death", the Powai
police are investigating the
matter. 

Contesting the allegations
of "lapses" made by the
Ambedkar Periyar Phule Study
Circle IIT-B leading to the

student's death,  the IIT-B
management said: "It is wrong
to make such accusations when
the police are still investigating
the case.  Based on initial
inputs from friends, there is no
indication that the student
faced any such discrimination"

"We request that such

unfounded allegations not be
spread. Please wait for the
completion of the ongoing
police investigation, as well as
an internal investigation by
IIT which will be done in a
time bound manner," the IIT-
B said in a statement issued
here. 
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Much to the satisfaction in
the Opposition BJP ranks,

the brief bonhomie between the
Mamata Banerjee Government
and Raj Bhavan under the new
Governor CV Ananda Bose
tended to show cracks with the
latter abruptly removing his
Principal Secretary Nandini
Chakravorty while the State
Government instead of sending
in a replacement, asking the
senior bureaucrat to continue in
her office.

That everything was not
hunky-dory between the State
secretariat Nabanna and Raj
Bhavan was further buttressed
by a remark made by
Trinamool Congress spokesper-
son Kunal Ghosh on Tuesday.

He said that the TMC
Government firmly believed

in the policy of returning what
it got. “The TMC believes in
returning the kind of civility it
receives,” Ghosh said adding the
Governor had been quite cour-
teous all these weeks but he did
not believe that the BJP would
let that relationship to contin-
ue. Ghosh said, “The Governor
and the Government were
going well … the chemistry was
quite courteous … so as to let
the government function
smoothly … but we knew that
the BJP will not cherish this and
pressure would mount on the

Governor to tow the line of
Jagdeep Dhankhar,” who was
the Governor of Bengal before
being elevated as the Vice
President of India.

Ghosh also reminded that
the “people who had sent Mr
Dhankhar have appointed Mr
Bose … so we did not expect
that those who made the
appointment would expect any-
thing different from the hon-
ourable Governor what they got
Mr Dhankhar to do when he
was gracing the Raj Bhavan by
letting it degenerate into a play-
ground of the BJP leaders….
During his tenure the Raj
Bhavan functioned as the BJP
party office.”

On the removal of
Chakravorty as the Governor’s
principal secretary Ghosh said
“it is quite amusing to see how
she was relieved of her charges

because till barely a day before
everything was going well, her
performance was quite liked by
the Governor and suddenly
she was removed a day after
Bengal BJP president Sukanto
Majumdar met him for one
hour.”

The TMC spokesperson
said “we hear that the Governor
is willing to prepare his own
team of IAS officers from here
or outside but one wonders
whether the Governor can take
such decisions without con-
sulting the Government or
without the Government’s
acquiescence.” The TMC
believed in “returning the cour-
tesy,” he maintained adding “so
long as we get good treatment
we will return that … we believe
in returning good and courte-
ous behavior… let us see what
unfolds in the future.
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Nepal's former prime min-
ister K.P. Sharma Oli, who

on Tuesday held an extensive
meeting with visiting Foreign
Secretary Vinay Kwatra, said
any kind of differences between
Nepal and India can be sorted
out through dialogue, a source
close to the CPN-UML chair-
man said. Kwatra, who was on
a two-day visit to the
Himalayan nation, on Tuesday
held separate meetings with
Nepal's top political brass,
including Nepali Congress
president Sher Bahadur Deuba,
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist)
(CPN-UML) chairperson K.P.
Sharma Oli, and CPN-Unified
Socialist chairperson Madhav
Kumar Nepal.

"Oli and Kwatra held
extensive discussions on all
aspects of bilateral relations,"
Rajan Bhattarai, foreign affairs
advisor to Oli, told PTI.

The talks were held in a

cordial atmosphere, he added.
"Nepal-India relations are

timeless and multifaceted,
which cannot be defined by the
modern terms of diplomacy as
the relations existed since time
immemorial," Oli pointed out.

"It is natural to have some
differences with close friends
and I believe that any kind of
differences can be sorted out
through peaceful means of
dialogue," Bhattarai quoted Oli
as saying.

"Many of the agreements
reached between Nepal and
India have been implemented
and those remaining to be
completed will be implement-
ed on time," the top leader of
the ruling alliance maintained
during his meeting with
Kwatra.
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The Gujarat Government has
asked the Morbi munici-

pality to submit a fresh reply to
a show-cause notice as to why it
should not be dissolved for fail-
ing to discharge its duties before
the collapse of a suspension bridge in the town that killed 135
people last year.

The Urban Development Department said in a letter to the
chief of the municipality that it should submit a written reply,
duly approved by its general body, by February 16. The show-
cause notice had been issued on January 18. The government
did not accept a reply dated February 7 sent by the municipal-
ity's lawyer, and asked for a fresh reply so that it could consid-
er whether the civic body should be given an in-person hear-
ing. In view of the government's new deadline, the municipal-
ity has called an urgent general body meeting on Wednesday,
civic sources said. 
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The shortening of the cooling off
period is indicative of the fall in respect
for standards of judicial probity – not
only among retiring Judges, but within
the Government which had offered the
post to them. A longer cooling off peri-
od can help avoid criticism that there had
been a quid pro quo between the
Government and the retiring judge.
Former Law Commission chairman
Justice AP Shah had recommended a
three-year period for judges before they
accept any posts offered by the
Government. An independent judiciary
cannot exist if its members do not
remember their judicial vows.

Padmanabha Sooryanarayana | Kochi

��������	
������������������
Sir — In the midst of a deep economic
crisis faced by Pakistan, the rejection by
the IMF of its debt management plan has
put Pakistan in a fix after PM Shehbaz
Sharif indicated that it had no choice but
to implement the harsh conditions laid
down by IMF. Added to this, Tehreek-

e-Taliban (TTP) having a field day 
carrying out terror acts with impunity
has made things more difficult with 
the result that the IMF loan to Pakistan
is eluding. A country that has encour-
aged the scourge of terrorism for
decades, now finds itself in the midst of
terror acts.

It is ironic that Pakistan, which has
so far been unable to get itself out of this
economic morass, has only to blame itself.
Ostensibly, Pakistan finds the going
tough as the rift with TTP has started
deepening with catastrophic conse-
quences. Unless the Pakistan Government
takes a serious view of the incidents lead-
ing to its total collapse, there is every pos-
sibility that the entire stretch from the
Iran-Afghanistan border to Pakistan’s
interiors would turn into an extremist
hotbed. The uncertainty may put a lot of
stress on India’s security.

KR Srinivasan | Secunderabad

��������	����������������
Sir — Columnist Kalyani Shankar in her
article, titled ‘BJP's Mission 350 vs
Congress' post-yatra gusto' (Feb 14), has
well elaborated on the recipe both the
ruling BJP as well as the prime
Opposition Congress need to win the
crucial Lok Sabha polls, due next year.
Of course, the nine States including
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Telangana and four
North-Eastern States (Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura) going
to polls this year come across as the trail-
er of the 2024 final and that's why both
the parties can't afford to leave any stone
unturned in this regard.

The current year will see a lot of hec-
tic political activities from the Congress-
led Opposition parties, regional outfits
and the BJP. The Congress' much-vaunt-
ed 'Bharat Jodo Yatra' from Kanyakumari
to Kashmir received tremendous public
response everywhere it passed by. But
whether or not the grand old party will
succeed in turning this public support
into votes still remains a million-dollar
question. The fissures in Opposition unity
always stand to the BJP's benefit, thanks
to a couple of Opposition leaders includ-
ing West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Bannerjee, Telangana CM K
Chandrashekar Rao and Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin aspiring for the
prime ministerial post.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur

�����������	����	���
Sir — The appointment of Justice S Abdul
Nazeer as the Governor of Andhra
Pradesh should cause concern to all those
who value judicial accountability and rep-
utation. It is for the first time that a for-
mer Judge of the Supreme Court has been
appointed soon after his/her retirement.
Those required to shun partisan politics
must not be made Governors. In the case
of Justice Fathima Beevi only, there was
a cooling period. She retired as a Supreme
Court Judge on 29.4.92 and, after a cool-
ing period of five years, she was appoint-
ed the Governor of Tamil Nadu in 1997. 
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even private interactions. As
far as the ashraf and elite are
concerned, had they stayed in
India, they would have been
drowned or overshadowed in
the Indian political scene. But
as leaders of Pakistan, they
would get to rub shoulders
with the elites of other coun-
tries. In the bargain, they
went out of their way to solic-
it support for Partition.

The question is: whither
the Arzals of Pakistan? His
Indian counterpart at least has
his belly full. By looking at
social media in the current
scenario, one can unmistak-
ably realize that the common
people in Pakistan are not only
hopeless but desperate. After
all, how many meals can a
human being miss? At the
same time, Maulana Madani
is not correct in equating
Allah the Merciful with the
sacred sound of ‘Aum’. The
way he has expressed himself
means he is telling the Arzals
that he is not very different
from those who chant ‘Aum’.
He is, therefore, already there
and does not need any ghar-
wapsi. Maybe he is right. If the
renaming of various places in
India, which has taken place
over the last few years, has any
message to convey, it is that the
ancient ethos of the nation is
reawakening and will contin-
ue to assert itself. Allahabad

has reverted to its original
name Prayagraj, Mughal Sarai
has become Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Junction,
Hoshangabad has been named
Narmadapuram, and so on.

With Pakistan facing
despair and indigenous Arzals
being despondent, it is but nat-
ural that the ulema in India
feel anxious as to what will
happen. The Arzals in India
have suffered and continue to
suffer poverty, economic back-
wardness, and social inequity
for centuries. It is only under
Narendra Modi that vistas of
a better life and future have
opened up for them. Many
among them have been talk-
ing about voting for Modi.
The fear among the clergy is
that this may loosen the hold
of religion over the flock.

The economic collapse
and impending breakup of
the New Medina, i.e.,
Pakistan, has become the
cause of much consternation
for their ultra-conservative
co-religionists on this side of
the border, particularly the
clergy. Not only is Pakistan on
the verge of an economic
washout, its constituents
Balochistan, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (the erstwhile
North-West Frontier
Province), and Sind now want
to break free of the shackles
of the dominant and domi-

neering Punjab province.
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) is in such a ferment
that its reunion with India is
but an inevitability.

Pakistan’s economic
quagmire is the consequence
of its grotesque mismanage-
ment ever since that country
came into being on August
14, 1947. It has been ruled by
the elites for only the elites.
Down to a bare $3.2 billion of
foreign reserves (of which $3
billion are the UAE’s money),
its latest plea to the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) for a loan of $1 billion
has not been met. The IMF
might act only after a green
signal from the USA;
Washington is much invest-
ed in India to risk jeopardiz-
ing that relationship.
Pakistan’s ‘all-weather’ friend
China has preferred to keep
its distance. Islamabad’s past
behavior does not inspire
any trust.

This has led to under-
standable churning among
the ulema in India. Maulana
Madani’s recent utterances
of equating ‘Aum’ and Allah
are the outer manifestation of
this churn.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author,
and a former member of the

Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal)
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Maulana Arshad
Madani is a
r e s p o n s i b l e
leader of a recog-
nized organiza-

tion. What he recently said at a
Ramlila Maidan meeting might
have been in haste. Islam was
born in Hejaz, i.e., the land of
Mecca and Medina, and not in
India. Its ancestors were Judaism
and Christianity; the father of all
three was Abraham, followed by
Moses, Jesus, and Mohammad.

The first Muslim tourist or
visitor to India is not recorded;
however, the first Islamo-Arabic
invasion took place upon Sindh
by Mohammad bin Qasim in
712 AD. If Maulana Madani had
said that most Muslims were
converted to Islam in India, he
would have been likely to be
closer to the truth. The poor,
backward, suffering Arzals (the
lowest social segment among
Muslims) certainly convert, as
do the better-off Ajlafs. Only the
Ashrafs (socioeconomically the
highest segment of Muslims) are
likely to have come overland
from other countries. They are
the only group who may be
averse to gharwapsi (reconver-
sion to their ancestral faith).

It was mainly the Ashrafs
who wanted Pakistan as symbol-
ic of a New Medina. Most others
liked the sound of the word
‘Pakistan’ but did not know what
its shape would be. Jinnah had
deliberately not examined the
details of what Pakistan would
look like. The reason was that the
Muslim-majority provinces like
Punjab, North-West Frontier
Province (NWFP), Sind, and
Bengal were satiated, as they had
their legislative majority in their
provincial assemblies as well as
their elected chief ministers.
They had no desire to be
deprived of a unified Indian
market in the event of any geo-
graphical vivisection. In the
provinces where Muslims were in
a minority, they had nothing to
gain and everything to lose in a
partition. In any case,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah
addressed all his meetings only in
English; he did not know Urdu.
One could be assured that hard-
ly any Arzal or Ajlaf understood
what Jinnah spoke at his rallies or
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As India strives to achieve
its net zero emissions
target by 2070, green

hydrogen is considered a key
in decarbonizing the economy,
thereby improving the envi-
ronment. Green hydrogen is
produced using renewable
electricity by splitting water
molecules into hydrogen and
oxygen.

Most of the hydrogen used
today utilises high carbon
sources like hydrogen extract-
ed from coal using a gasifica-
tion process is brown hydro-
gen, extracted from natural gas
using methane through a
steam reforming process is
grey hydrogen, and when car-
bon generated from steam
reforming is stored under-
ground through industrial car-
bon capture it is labeled as blue
hydrogen.

Bringing the shift from
grey/blue hydrogen to green
hydrogen is the need of the
hour. The hydrogen demand
in India is eight million tonnes
of hydrogen (Mt H2) in 2022,
an increase of seven per cent
from 2021 due to recovery in
the refinery and steel sector, as
they were hit hard due to the
2020 pandemic (International
Energy Agency).

The hydrogen demand is
expected to grow fourfold by
2050. Currently, over 95 per
cent of the current hydrogen
demand is fossil fuel-based,
and very little is green hydro-
gen. To meet this growing
demand, it is important to shift
towards cleaner production,
i.e., green hydrogen. This tran-
sition Modi’s 8 years in power:
India story back on track will
have a significant cumulative

reduction of 3.6 giga tonnes of
CO2 in India between 2020 to
2050, which can translate into
$246-$358 billion cumulative
net energy savings between
2020 to 2050 (Niti Aayog). 

India already announced
the National Green Mission in
August 2021 to increase green
hydrogen use. The mission is
followed by the Green
Hydrogen Policy to achieve the
target of five million tonnes of
clean fuel by 2030. India will
need around 115 GW of
installed renewable power and
50 billion liters of freshwater
production to achieve this tar-
get.

In Budget 2023, the
Government has approved an
outlay of Rs 35,000 crore
towards green energy and an
additional Rs 19,700 crore
towards a green hydrogen

mission to reduce dependen-
cy on fossil fuel. According to
the IRENA 2022 report, more
than 1500 green hydrogen
projects were globally
announced by June 2022.
Many private and publicly
owned companies in India
are investing in green hydro-
gen projects. Further, India has
also signed an agreement with
Egypt to invest $8 billion in the
Suez Canal Economic Zone to
produce 20000 tons of green
hydrogen annually.In 2016,
the Government introduced
Project Green Ports to make
India cleaner and greener.
However, till today little
progress has been made in this
project.The challenge remains
in preparing existing ports to
reduce fossil-fuel-related activ-
ities and increasing the pro-
duction and handling of

renewables, among which
green hydrogen. According to
the Maritime India Vision
2030 Report, the Government
plans to increase the share of
renewable energy from current
levels of less than 10 per cent
to over 60 per cent by 2030.

The first key challenge in
producing green hydrogen is
the considerable cost differ-
ence between green and
grey/blue hydrogen. The pro-
duction of green hydrogen is
two to three times higher than
grey/blue hydrogen. Green
hydrogen costs are mainly
determined by electrolysis and
electricity costs. The cost of
hydrogen from electrolysis is
between $4.10/kg - $7/kg
depending on various technol-
ogy choices. The electricity
costs of solar and wind are lev-
elized. Further, EU Bank will

provide $1.1 billion to devel-
op green hydrogen hubs in
India to reduce the costs of
green hydrogen. Thus, it is
expected that there will be an
increase in fossil fuel costs and
a decrease in green hydrogen
costs by 2040.

The Government needs
to reduce GST to 5 per cent
and impose duty waivers to
promote green hydrogen
adoption in India. The second
challenge is the limited
amount of renewable energy
(wind, solar) and the need for
more research and develop-
ment. The third challenge
faced is the need for land avail-
able for producing electrolysers
and storing equipment, such as
compressors, rectifiers, dryers,
cooling water towers, etc., in
the port area. The fourth chal-
lenge is that hydrogen is high-

ly flammable and volatile, and
wide-ranging safety measures
are required to prevent leak-
ages. The fifth challenge is
poorly developed pipeline net-
works and poor logistics infra-
structure.

The action should be
undertaken to develop stan-
dards and labels for green
hydrogen and hydrogen-
embedded products like green
steel and green ammonia. The
govt needs to explore promot-
ing green hydrogen exports
through a global hydrogen
alliance. The government
should formulate the second
phase of the national policy,
and states should launch their
own policy to complement
efforts at the national level. A
delay in acting could lead to
India missing out on an ample
opportunity.

�%�$��&'���('��$%�("�)���)�$�%�*"��(�"$)+�����)#$�,��-+�.�/�%� $��$�%���./�����0#$)#�0$""���(�%���%�)#��(�.�/.��%�#+�.�/�%

1����
�����
	��
&�)
��
1����
2)������
#������

(Charu Grover Sharma is
assistant professor, Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade;

Yashobanta Parida is
assistant professor, FLAME

University)
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Islamabad has finally decided to
impose taxes worth $170 billion on its
people as per IMF guidelines for its
austerity measures. Other measures
which the Shehbaz Sharif

Government has agreed to include reduc-
tion in untargeted subsidies, increasing
financial commitment for social protection
to help the most vulnerable and those affect-
ed by the floods, letting the market deter-
mine the exchange rate, prevention of fur-
ther accumulation of circular debt, and
ensuring the viability of the energy sector.

Although these measures might sound
impressive and give a breather to the peo-
ple of Pakistan, Islamabad hesitates to
accept a steep decline of 10-20 per cent in
its military budget. On the face of it,
Islamabad and other Pakistani supporters
in Europe and America might argue that
its defence budget has been scaled down.
From 2019 onwards, each year, there has
been a substantial decline in the defence
expenditure component of its GDP. For
instance, from 4.11 per cent in 2019, the
figure came down to 2.8 per cent in 2022.
These figures are supplemented by the
share of military expenditure in its govern-
ment budgetary outlay which has come
down from 18.7 per cent in 2019 to 16.1
per cent in 2022.

Yet, it’s worth examining if the Pakistan
Army's financial influence is on the decline.
Rawalpindi's economic position is much
more than what meets the eye. First, its cap-
ital procurement, including arms procure-
ment for modernisation, has constantly
increased. Second, the Pakistan Army
controls a substantial share of its civilian
financial projects almost in all domains,
from its theatre and cinema to infrastruc-
ture projects and housing. Third, Pakistan's
recent attempt to emerge as an exporter of
weapons earned it a substantial amount.

The capital procurement of the army
in 2019 stood at $669 million, which
increased to $760 million and $884 million
in 2020 and 2021, respectively. The statis-
tics for 2022 are unavailable. Additionally,
if one co-relates these statistics with the
SIPRI data, specific facts emerge that can
help one assess Pakistan's combat poten-
tial for the next five to seven years.

Concerning conventional warfare capa-
bilities, Rawalpindi is broadening, as well
as sharpening its armoured warfare and
naval capabilities, with the sole purpose of
improving coordination and integration
among the various branches of its forces.
In 2021, Pakistan purchased armoured
vehicles of $263 million compared to $92
million in the previous year.

Further, the value of the purchase of
ships more than doubled, with figures of
$145 million in 2020 and $358 million in
2021, respectively. There have been no sig-
nificant procurements for its Air Force. In
2021, the procurements witnessed a steep
decline to $139 million from $397 million
in 2020, indicating that it continues to rely
on the American F-16 and Chinese JF-17.
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(The author is Associate
Professor in Central

University of Punjab,
Bathinda)

However, there have been indi-
cations that Pakistan has been
exploring the domain of disruptive
new technologies with the help of
China to offset India's convention-
al and emerging technologies.
These technologies are more dis-
ruptive, cheaper in cost and can
evade detection. In 2021, it import-
ed sensors worth $25 million in
2021, which is a sharp increase of
$15 million from the previous year.

A detailed description of the
types of sensors is missing, but they
have probably been purchased for
Pakistan navy's underwater surveil-
lance and anti-submarine warfare.

Rawalpindi is rapidly develop-
ing capabilities to fight in cyber and
electromagnetic spectrum (EMS). It
has already developed a cyber-divi-
sion with the help of China under
a major-general rank officer and its
National Cyber Security Policy
unveiled in 2021 outlined that a
cyber-attack on Pakistan will be con-
sidered as category I and category II
aggression against its national sov-
ereignty thereby giving it the right
for appropriate response measures.

Additionally, its Air Force and
the Navy will have cyber capabili-
ties. Further, Pakistan Air Force
seems to have procured a Drone Jx
gun from China. These guns dis-
rupt the signals between the ground
station and the UAV, thereby
expanding the domain of
unmanned warfare.Second, the
official development assistance
(ODA) receipts of Pakistan indicate
that in 2019-20 it received $334 mil-
lion and $325.9 million from the US
and the UK respectively. According
to the Development Assistance
Committee (DAC) statistics, 31
per cent and 25.10 per cent of

Pakistan's ODA is allocated for eco-
nomic and other social infrastruc-
ture. Given these figures, a pertinent
question is whether the bilateral aid
agencies have been closely monitor-
ing the final utilisation of the aid,
and if the answer is in the affirma-
tive, why is it that poverty and infla-
tion have increased in Pakistan?
The answer to this question lies in
Pakistan's military economy, also
called the 'culture of entitlement'.

Rawalpindi's business activi-
ties run through two entities, the
Fauji Foundation (FF) and the
Army Welfare Trust (AWF).
Military commercial projects run by
Pakistan Army Generals are approx-
imately $26.5 billion. For instance,
the military owns more than 50 dif-
ferent housing projects and more
than two dozen import, distribution,
and processing petroleum products.
It is also the biggest fertilizer and
cement manufacturer, apart from
having the lion's share of invest-
ments in film production, television
series, and land holdings which have
been forcefully taken from the
small and marginal farmers.

Further, its military enjoyed Rs
257 billion in privileges in 2017-18.
Annually, it generates around $10
billion, which is used wholly by the
army itself for purposes, the statis-
tics of which are not in the public
domain. So, how will the IMF and
other bilateral and multilateral aid
agencies ensure a rapid decline of
this 'culture of entitlement'? After
all, there are strong possibilities that
the military might not be financial-
ly affected as only the civilian pro-
jects and companies undergo the
austerity measures as chalked out
by the IMF. It remains unclear
whether the IMF possesses a

detailed list of the companies asso-
ciated with the military economy
and, if yes, what level of transparen-
cy they must adhere to.

Finally, Rawalpindi in 2021,
tried its hands at exporting fighter
aircraft to Nigeria. SIPRI's Arms
Exports register of Pakistan men-
tions a total amount of $53 million
as earnings from Nigeria. Further,
the supplier's trade register for
Nigeria indicates some interesting
geopolitical facts which the defence
and strategic experts cannot miss.

In 2016, Pakistan concluded a
$184 million deal for three JF-17
thunder aircraft. This is hardly a
surprise given China and Pakistan's
joint research and development
agreement. Russia in 2021 decided
to supply Nigeria with three RD-93
turbo fans for JF-17 aircraft sourced
from Pakistan. Does this sale indi-
cate that China and Pakistan have
been able to convince Russia for
arms exports that financially ben-
efit Pakistan strategically? It is
unlikely that this is an independent
decision of Russia.Does it not indi-
cate the building blocks of Russia,
China and Pakistan's strategic prox-
imity? If yes, then Rawalpindi
might not be short of finances as the
case may look superficial, for there
can be many takers for JF-17.
Russia has to be convinced by 
the MEA to alternate source sales
and should avoid such cooperation
with Pakistan as it might hurt
India's security interests sooner 
or later.

Thus, in light of the above facts,
it becomes mandatory for interna-
tional bodies to demand full trans-
parency of Rawalpindi's revenues
and expenditures to help the poor
and the vulnerable truly.
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Aid agencies and govern-
ments stepped up a scram-

ble Tuesday to send help to parts
of Turkiye and Syria devastated
by an earthquake, but a week
after the disaster many com-
plained they still were struggling
to meet basic needs, like finding
shelter from the bitter cold.

The situation was particu-
larly desperate in Syria, where a
12-year civil war has compli-
cated relief efforts and meant
days of wrangling over how to
even move aid into the country,
let alone distribute it. 

Some people there who lost
their homes said they have
received nothing. In Turkiye,
meanwhile, several families
crowded into tents meant for just
one.

On Monday, the United
Nations announced a deal with
Damascus to deliver U.N. Aid to
through two more border cross-
ings from Turkey to rebel-held
areas of northwest Syria — but
the needs remain enormous.

Ahmed Ismail Suleiman set
up a shelter of blankets outside
his damaged house in the town
of Jinderis, one of the worst-hit
communities in northwest Syria. 

He is afraid to move his
family back into a house that
might not be structurally sound
— but that he cannot afford to
repair.

So, for now 18 family mem-
bers sleep outside in the small
makeshift tent.

“We sit but can't sleep lying
down here," he said. 

“We are waiting for a prop-
er tent.” Mahmoud Haffar, head

of local council in Jinderis, said
that locals have been able to
scrounge up about 2,500 tents so
far, but some 1,500 families still
remain without shelter — as
nighttime temperatures fall to
around minus 4 degrees Celsius
(26 degrees Fahrenheit).

While tents have been in
short supply, one women said
the town has a surplus of donat-
ed bread and water.

To the southwest, in gov-
ernment-held Latakia, Raeefa
Breemo said only those packing
into shelters seem to be getting
aid.

“We need to eat, we need to
drink, we need to survive. Our
jobs, our lives, everything have
stopped," Breemo said.

Offers of help — from res-
cue crews to generators to med-
ical equipment — have come
from around the world, but the
needs remain immense after the
magnitude 7.8 quake and pow-
erful aftershocks toppled or
damaged tens of thousands of
buildings, destroyed roads and
closed airports for a time. 
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Draped in a heavy wool shawl
against the cold, Ayesha

dragged her feet, her toddler
granddaughter trailing behind
her, as they made the 15-minute
walk from her tent to the near-
est bathroom in a nearby build-
ing, the only place they have to
wash.

Seven days after the earth-
quake leveled their home in the
northwest Syrian town of Atareb,
the 43-year-old still has no
access to water, electricity or heat
for her and 12 family members,

all crammed into a single tent.
“When I look at our house,

I wonder how did anyone come
out alive?” Ayesha said. “Maybe
it would have been better if I
died," she added. "I came from
under that rubble carrying the
rubble of the whole world on my
shoulders.”

She doesn’t know how
much more she and other
Syrians can take. Women in par-
ticular have shouldered the
responsibility of keeping shat-
tered families together during
the past 12 years of civil war. The
conflict and economic collapse
left millions of people dependent

on international aid. Now added
to the litany of hardships is
destruction from the earth-
quake, which killed tens of
thousands and left millions
homeless in southern Turkey
and northern Syria.

With hospitals swamped by
quake victims, Ayesha can’t get
medical services to treat and
monitor her liver disease. She
and her husband both lost their
sources of income in the quake.
His taxi was crushed, and her
stock of clothes that she once
sold to neighbors was destroyed.

They have nothing to pro-
vide for their six children and

their five grandchildren, includ-
ing two she took in after one of
her sons was killed in the war.
They have to share mattresses to
sleep in their tent.

“If hardships are a sign of
the love of God, it means God
really loves the Syrian people,”
Ayesha said, breaking out in
tears. Like most women in this
conservative community, she
spoke on condition her last
name be withheld.

Their tent is in a camp for
quake victims in Atareb, part of
the last opposition-held territo-
ry in northwest Syria, which has
seen bombardment and fighting

for years. Walking between rows
of destroyed homes in the town,
it is hard to distinguish which
collapsed from the quake and
which from intense military
operations at the height of fight-
ing.

Syria’s war has loaded a
particular burden and isolation
on women, with so many men
who were killed, detained,
maimed or forced out of the
country. The number of female-
headed households across Syria
increased by around 80% to
comprise more than a fifth of
households in 2020, according
to the UN.
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Gunmen stormed a hospital
in north Syria where a

baby girl is receiving care after
being born under the rubble of
her family’s earthquake-shat-
tered home, a hospital official
said Tuesday, adding that the
attackers beat the clinic's direc-
tor.

The official denied reports
on social media claiming that
the Monday night attack was an

attempt to kidnap the infant,
named Aya — Arabic for “a
sign from God.” Aya has been

at the hospital since hours
after the Feb. 6. earthquake that
hit Turkey and Syria. Her
mother, father and four siblings
died in the disaster.

Aya has been closely fol-
lowed since her birth and peo-
ple from around the world
have been offering to help her.

The official, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity
for fear of reprisals, said the
hospital’s director had sus-
pected that a nurse who was

taking pictures of Aya was
planning to kidnap her and
kicked him out of the hospital.
The nurse returned hours later
accompanied by gunmen who
beat up the director. The direc-
tor's wife has been breast-feed-
ing Aya.

Upon arrival at the hospi-
tal, the gunmen told local
police officers protecting the
girl that they were going after
the director for firing their
friend. 
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Qatar plans to send 10,000
cabins and caravans from

last year's World Cup to pro-
vide shelter for survivors of the
Turkish earthquakes, officials
said. The gas-rich Gulf nation
says it had always planned to
donate the mobile homes. They
were needed to help house
some of the 1.4 million fans
who descended on the small
country during soccer's biggest
tournament.

An initial batch of 350
structures was shipped out on
Sunday, the Qatar Fund for
Development said.

The magnitude 7.8 and
7.5 quakes that struck nine
hours apart on Feb. 6 killed
more than 35,000 people in
southeastern Turkey and war-
torn northern Syria. The toll is
expected to climb even further
as search and rescue teams find
more bodies.

Tens of thousands of build-
ings were destroyed or severe-
ly damaged, leaving millions
homeless. As shelters filled up
in the days after the quake
many were forced to sleep out-
side in wet, wintry weather.

Qatar and other wealthy
Gulf countries have joined the
global effort to send rescuers
and aid to the stricken region.
The United Arab Emirates has
pledged $100 million for relief
efforts. Saudi Arabia has dis-
patched eight planes loaded
with supplies to Turkey and
Syria.
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Ukraine on Tuesday renewed
its appeal to Western coun-

tries for fighter jets to help frus-
trate Moscow’s invasion, as
senior defense officials from the
United States and its NATO
allies said the war with Russia is
approaching a critical stage.

With the war set to enter its
second year at the end of next
week, the Ukraine contact group
met at NATO headquarters in
Brussels and Ukraine made its
requirements clear. Defense
Minister Oleksiy Reznikov, when
asked what military aid his
country is seeking now, showed
reporters an image of a fighter jet.

Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy pushed
hard for combat planes last week
when he visited London, Paris
and Brussels on just his second

foreign trip since Russia
invaded on Feb. 24, 2022.
His plea came days after
Western allies pledged to
provide Kyiv with tanks.

Moscow’s forces have
been pressing in the east
of Ukraine while bolster-
ing their defensive lines in
the south. The war has
been largely static during
the winter months, though both
sides are expected to launch
offensives when the weather
improves.

Putin was hoping Western
support for Kyiv would fizzle out,
allowing him to charge ahead,
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin told the meeting.

But Austin said the contact
group would “help Ukraine hold
an advance during the spring
counteroffensive” and would
keep planning for Kyiv’s long-

term needs.
“Today’s meeting comes at a

critical time,” Austin said. “The
Kremlin is still betting that it can
wait us out.”

NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg, asked when he
expects Russia’s so-called spring
offensive to begin, said that “the
reality is that we have seen the
start already.”

“For me, this just highlights
the importance of timing. It’s
urgent to provide Ukraine with

more weapons,” he told
reporters in Brussels.

Norwegian Defense
Minister Bjørn Arild
Gram, announcing his
country would provide
eight Leopard 2 tanks and
support vehicles to
Ukraine, added: “The sit-
uation in Ukraine is
approaching a critical

phase and they are dependent on
rapid and comprehensive
Western support.”

The possibility of sending
combat aircraft to Ukraine is still
being discussed. The United
States has said no to sending
fighter jets for Ukraine, but the
United Kingdom is assessing the
possibility and, on Tuesday,
Dutch Defense Minister Kajsa
Ollongren said providing jets
“has to be part of the consider-
ation.”
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Russia on Tuesday angrily rejected the Moldovan
president's claims about an alleged plot by

Moscow to overthrow her government and accused
Moldovan authorities of trying to distract public
attention away from the country's own domestic
problems.

Moldova’s President Maia Sandu said Monday
that the purported Russian plot envisioned attacks
on government buildings, hostage-takings and other
violent actions by groups of saboteurs in order to
put the nation “at the disposal of Russia” and derail
its hopes to join the European Union.

Responding Tuesday, Russia's Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova dismissed Sandu's
claims as “absolutely unfounded and unsubstanti-
ated.”

“They are built in the spirit of classical tech-
niques that are often used by the United States, other
Western countries and Ukraine," Zakharova said.
"First, accusations are made with reference to pur-
portedly classified intelligence information that can-
not be verified, and then
they are used to justify
their own illegal
actions.”

Sandu’s claim came
a week after neighbor-
ing Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said his country had
intercepted plans by
Russian secret services
to destroy Moldova.
Moldovan intelligence officials later said that they
confirmed the allegations.

Zakharova charged that Ukrainian authorities
made up the claim about a purported Russian plan
to destabilize Moldova in order to draw it into a con-
frontation with Russia. She argued that Moldovan
authorities used “the myth about a Russian threat
to distract Moldovan citizens' attention from
internal problems resulting from a disastrous social-
economic course of the current administration and
to step up the fight against dissent and political
opponents.”

Zakharova insisted that Russia poses no threat
to Moldova and hopes to develop mutually bene-
ficial cooperation. Since Russian troops rolled into
Ukraine nearly a year ago, Moldova, a former Soviet
republic of about 2.6 million people, has sought to
forge closer ties with its Western partners. Last June,
it was granted EU membership candidate status, the
same day as Ukraine.

In December, Moldova’s national intelligence
agency warned that Russia could launch a new
offensive with the aim of creating a land corridor
through southern Ukraine to Moldova’s Moscow-
backed breakaway region of Transnistria.
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As Vitalii Khroniuk lay face-
down on the ground tak-

ing cover from Russian artillery
fire, the Ukrainian solider had
just one regret: He had never
had a child.

Aware that he could die at
any moment, the 29-year-old
decided to try cryopreservation
— the process of freezing
sperm or eggs that some
Ukrainian soldiers are turning
to as they face the possibility
that they might never go home.

“It’s not scary to die, but it’s
scary when you don’t leave any-
one behind,” said Khroniuk,
who had quickly joined the war
effort, without a thought about
his future, when Russia invad-
ed Ukraine nearly a year ago.

During a vacation home in
January, he and his partner
went to a private clinic in Kyiv,
IVMED, that is waiving the $55
cost of cryopreservation for sol-
diers. The clinic has had about
100 soldiers freeze sperm since
the invasion, says its chief doc-
tor, Halyna Strelko. Assisted
conception services to get preg-
nant currently cost $800 to
$3,500.

“We don’t know how else to
help. We can only make chil-
dren or help make them. 

“We don’t have weapons,
we can’t fight, but what we do
is also important,” said Strelko,
whose clinic had to close dur-
ing the first months of the war

as Kyiv was under attack but
reopened after the Russian
military retreated from the
area.

When Khroniuk told his
partner, Anna Sokurenko, 24,
what he wanted to do, she ini-
tially was unsure.

“It was very painful to
realize that there is a possibil-
ity that he will not return,” said
Sokurenko, adding that it took
her a night of reflection to
agree.

She and Khroniuk spoke to
The Associated Press while
sitting at the clinic, where
posters of smiling babies,
including one that reads, “Your
future is securely protected,”
hang in the corridor. 

The clinic’s lab has its own
backup power supply that kicks
in during frequent outages
from Russian missile strikes
damaging the electric infra-
structure.

Dr. Strelko, who has been
in the fertility business since
1998, said the service she is
offering soldiers is particular-
ly important now, pointing to
"a very aggressive part of this
war with massive losses.”

Russian forces have been
pushing their advance on the
eastern city of Bakhmut with
heavy shelling and attacks that
are believed to have produced
massive troop losses for both
Ukraine and Russia. 

Neither side is saying how
many have died.
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Amid speculation over
alleged Chinese spy bal-

loons, Taiwan's Defence
Ministry said on Tuesday it
would shoot down any sus-
pected military object coming
close to its shores from main-
land China.

Maj. Gen. Huang Wen-
chi, the assistant deputy chief
of general staff for intelligence,
told reporters that the self-gov-
erning island was on guard for
any incursions, but had yet to
find any that had penetrated its
defences. Balloons found so far
around Taiwan were used for
meteorological exploration, he
said. They were relatively small
and light and would burst after
rising to an altitude that could
be threatening. Taiwan has yet
to find targets requiring a
lethal response, he said.

"We haven't seen such
sophisticated spy balloons sent
by the Chinese Communist
Party in the waters near
Taiwan,” Huang said, referring
to the balloon shot down by the

US earlier this month after
travelling for days from above
Alaska to South Carolina.

China, which claims
Taiwan as its territory to be
reunited by force if necessary,
regularly sends fighter jets and
other military assets into
Taiwan's airspace and sea lanes.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
called the US downing of the
Chinese balloon a “clear over-
reaction". Beijing says it was an
unmanned airship made for
meteorological research that
had been blown off course.

The US military had
engaged an “absurd and costly
large-scale political perfor-
mance art show. We also advise
the US side to be careful about
overexerting itself and sprain-
ing its back", Wang said at a
daily news briefing.

The White House defend-
ed the shootdowns of three
unidentified objects in as many
days even as it acknowledged
that officials had no indication
the objects were intended for
surveillance in the same man-
ner as the high-altitude
Chinese balloon.
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Chinese leader Xi Jinping
expressed support for Iran

during a visit by its president
on Tuesday as Tehran tries to
expand relations with Beijing
and Moscow to offset Western
sanctions over its nuclear
development.

The off icial Chinese
account of Xi's meeting with
Ebrahim Raisi gave no indi-
cation whether they discussed
Russia's attack on Ukraine. 

Tehran supplied military
drones to Russian President
Vladimir Putin's government
but says they were delivered
before the war began.

Xi expressed support for
Raisi's government in lan-
guage Beijing uses to criticise
Washington's domination of
global affairs. 

China and Iran portray
themselves,  alongside
Moscow, as counterweights to
American power. “China sup-
ports Iran in safeguarding
national sovereignty” and
“resisting unilateralism and
bullying,” Xi said in a state-
ment carried by Chinese state
TV on its website.
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Israel's finance minister
Tuesday brushed off

American criticism of new set-
tlement construction in the
West Bank and vowed to
legalise dozens of wildcat set-
tlement outposts in the occu-
pied territory.

Bezalel Smotrich spoke less
than a day after the U.S. Said it
strongly opposed Israeli plans
to build extensively in West
Bank settlements and retroac-
tively legalise nine outposts.

Smotrich, a religious ultra-
nationalist settler, said he and
his allies were “committed to
removing completely the
restrictions on building in Judea
and Samaria,” referring to the
West Bank by its biblical names.

Smotrich, a longtime settler
leader, has been promised
authority over the defense body
responsible for West Bank set-
tlement construction as part of
his coalition agreement with
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.
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Debt-stricken Sri Lanka is fast-tracking efforts
to seal a stalled trade pact with Thailand in

order to boost trade and tourism, and improve the
foreign currency shortage that has led to its worst
economic crisis, a government minister said on
Tuesday.

Sri Lanka began talks with Thailand on a free
trade agreement in 2016, held two rounds of dis-
cussions in 2018, and the latest last month. But gov-
ernment spokesman Bandula Gunawardena said
there's been a “huge delay” and Sri Lanka is now
determined to sign the agreement before the end
of March. The trade pact aims to boost two-way
trade from $550 million to $1.5 billion. 

Sri Lanka is also in talks with neighbouring
India and China to reach trade agreements. The
country is bankrupt and has suspended repayment
of its $51 billion foreign debt, of which $28 billion
must be repaid by 2027. 
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Agunman opened fire
Monday night at Michigan

State University, killing three
people and wounding five
more, before fatally shooting
himself off campus amid an
hourslong manhunt during
which frightened students hid
in the dark.

Police reported the man's
death early Tuesday, four hours
after shootings broke out, first
at Berkey Hall, an academic
building, and then nearby at
the MSU Union, a popular hub
to eat or study.

“This truly has been a
nightmare we're living tonight,”
said Chris Rozman, interim
deputy chief of the campus
police department.

Hundreds of officers had
scoured the East Lansing cam-
pus, about 90 miles (145 kilo-
meters) northwest of Detroit,
for the suspect, whom police
described as a short Black man
with red shoes, a jean jacket
and ball cap.

Rozman said it was too
early to know a motive and

whether the man had some
type of affiliation with the uni-
versity. His name was not
immediately released.

"There's a lot that we don't
know at this point," Rozman
said.

Two people were killed at
Berkey and another was killed
at the MSU Union, he said. 

Sparrow Hospital
spokesperson John Foren said
he had no information on the
conditions of five injured peo-
ple.

By 10:15 p.M., police said
Berkey, as well as nearby resi-
dence halls, were secured.

Before the gunman was
found dead, WDIV-TV mete-

orologist Kim Adams, whose
daughter attends Michigan
State, told viewers that students
were worn down by the hours-
long saga.

“They've been hiding, all
the lights off in a dark room,”
Adams said. “Their cellphones
are starting to lose battery
charge. They don't all have
chargers with them and losing
contact with the outside world
is terrifying on a normal day for
college kids, let alone when
there's someone out there that
they haven't caught yet.”

Aedan Kelley, a junior who
lives a half-mile (less than a
kilometer) east of campus, said
he locked his doors and cov-
ered his windows “just in case.”
Sirens were constant, he said,
and a helicopter hovered over-
head.

"It's all very frightening,"
Kelley said. “And then I have all
these people texting me won-
dering if I'm OK, which is over-
whelming.”

Michigan State has about
50,000 students. All campus
activities were canceled for 48
hours, including athletics and
classes.
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Prominent Indian-
American politician Nikki

Haley launched her presiden-
tial campaign on Tuesday,
becoming the first Republican
to challenge former US
President Donald Trump in
his 2024 bid for the White
House.

Haley, 51, is the two-term
Governor of South Carolina
and the former US
Ambassador to the United
Nations.

"I'm Nikki Haley, and I'm
running for President,” she
announced in a video message.

"It's time for a new gener-
ation of leadership – to redis-
cover fiscal responsibility,
secure our border, and
strengthen our country, our
pride and our purpose. Some
people look at America and
see vulnerability. The socialist
left sees an opportunity to
rewrite history,” she said.
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Under the fluorescent lights
of a fifth grade classroom

in Lexington, Kentucky,
Donnie Piercey instructed his
23 students to try and outwit
the “robot” that was churning
out writing assignments.

The robot was the new
artificial intelligence tool
ChatGPT, which can generate
everything from essays and
haikus to term papers within
seconds. The technology has
panicked teachers and prompt-
ed school districts to block
access to the site. But Piercey
has taken another approach by
embracing it as a teaching
tool, saying his job is to prepare
students for a world where
knowledge of AI will be
required.

“This is the future,” said
Piercey, who describes
ChatGPT as just the latest tech-
nology in his 17 years of teach-

ing that prompted concerns
about the potential for cheating.
The calculator, spellcheck,
Google, Wikipedia, YouTube.
Now all his students have
Chromebooks on their desks.
“As educators, we haven’t figured
out the best way to use artificial
intelligence yet. But it’s coming,
whether we want it to or not.”

One exercise in his class
pitted students against the
machine in a lively, interactive
writing game. Piercey asked
students to “Find the Bot:”
Each student summarized a
text about boxing champion
and Kentucky icon
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Muhammad Ali, then tried to
figure out which was written
by the chatbot.

At the elementary school
level, Piercey is less worried
about cheating and plagiarism
than high school teachers. His
district has blocked students
from ChatGPT while allowing
teacher access. 

Many educators around
the country say districts need
time to evaluate and figure out
the chatbot but also acknowl-
edge the futility of a ban that
today’s tech-savvy students
can work around. “To be per-
fectly honest, do I wish it
could be uninvented? Yes. But
it happened,” said Steve
Darlow, the technology train-
er at Florida's Santa Rosa.
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The BSE benchmark Sensex
surged 600 points on

Tuesday, propelled by market
heavyweight RIL, ITC, banking
and IT shares amid positive
global cues.

Sliding crude oil prices in
the international markets and
buying by foreign investors
also bolstered sentiment,
traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 600.42 points or 0.99 per
cent higher at 61,032.26.
During the session, the index
witnessed a high of 61,102.74
and a low of 60,550.25.

The broader NSE Nifty
surged 158.95 points or 0.89
per cent to finish at 17,929.85.

ITC topped the Sensex

gainers' chart with a jump of
3.31 per cent, followed by
Reliance Industries, Bajaj
Finance, ICICI Bank, Infosys,
Axis Bank and Wipro.

On the other hand, NTPC,
UltraTech Cement, L&T, Sun
Pharma, Asian Paints and
Maruti were among the major
laggards, shedding as much as

1.10 per cent.
"Domestic indices edged

higher, inspired by their glob-
al counterparts, as investors
await the US inflation numbers
today. The whammy over
India's retail inflation breach-
ing the RBI's tolerance level was
cooled by WPI inflation easing
to 4.73 pc in January.

9
��
�����3
��0))����
�������
�0(4�����

����� ��������	

The wholesale price-based
inflation declined to 2-year

low of 4.73 per cent in January
on easing prices of manufac-
tured items, fuel and power,
even though food articles
turned expensive.

This is the eight straight
month of decline in the rate of
wholesale price-index (WPI)
based inflation.

It was 4.95 per cent in
December 2022 and 13.68 per
cent in January last year.

"Decline in the rate of
inflation in January, 2023 is pri-
marily contributed by mineral
oils, chemicals & chemical
products, textiles, crude petro-
leum & natural gas, textiles,
and food products," the
Commerce and Industry
Ministry said on Tuesday.

The decline in the rate of
price rise was mainly due to a
favourable base effect, econo-
mists said, adding that going

forward, softening commodi-
ty prices would help ease WPI
inflation further.

Although inflation in man-
ufactured items softened, in the
case of food articles it rose to
2.38 per cent in January, from
(-) 1.25 per cent in December,
2022.

Inflation in pulses was 2.41
per cent, while in vegetables it
was (-) 26.48 per cent. Inflation
in oil seeds was (-) 4.22 per cent
in January, 2023.

Fuel and power basket

inflation eased to 15.15 per
cent, from 18.09 per cent in
December 2022. In manufac-
tured products it was 2.99 per
cent, against 3.37 per cent in
December, 2022.

Deloitte India, Economist,
Rumki Majumdar said high
base effect and falling global
prices are aiding in reduced
manufacturing prices.

"We expect the cost of pro-
duction to remain steady in the
near future. Rising food prices
are keeping the inflation index

higher, which is of concern.
Higher food prices also con-
tributed to a higher CPI,"
Majumdar said.

Bank of Baroda Chief
Economist Madan Sabnavis
said WPI inflation may be
expected to trend further
downwards in the next two
months and could end at clos-
er to 4 per cent by March.

India Ratings & Research
Chief Economist Sunil Kumar
Sinha said it expects the whole-
sale inflation to cool off further
to 3.7 per cent in February 2023
due to the high base effect
(February 2022: 13.4 per cent)
and softening of global com-
modity prices.

The deceleration in
January WPI comes in contrast
to the retail inflation data
released on Monday which
showed consumer price index
(CPI) or retail inflation rose to
6.52 per cent in January, from
5.72 per cent in December,
2022. In its monetary policy

review last week, the RBI hiked
policy rates by 25 basis points
to 6.50 per cent saying core
inflation still remains sticky.

Consumer price index-
based inflation had moved
below the upper tolerance level
of 6 per cent during November-
December 2022, driven by a
strong decline in prices of veg-
etables.

Assuming an average crude
oil price (Indian basket) of
USD 95 per barrel, RBI bet-
tered inflation projection for
current fiscal to 6.5 per cent in
2022-23, from 6.8 per cent
predicted earlier. In the
January-March quarter, the
RBI expects retail inflation to
average at 5.7 per cent.

Barclays, MD & Head of
EM Asia (ex-China) Rahul
Bajoria said risks of another
rate hike in April have risen
after the retail inflation print,
in which bulk of the upside was
driven by food prices, and not
by core inflation.
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The number of demat
accounts rose to 11 crore in

January, a surge of 31 per cent
on a yearly basis, amid attrac-
tive returns from the equity
markets, ease of account open-
ing process and increased
financial savings.

Also, the incremental addi-
tions of such accounts were
higher in January than in the
preceding four months.
However, it was still below the
financial year 2021-22 (FY22)
average run-rate of 29 lakh.

The incremental additions
of such accounts stood at 22
lakh last month, compared to
21 lakh in December, 18 lakh
each in October and November
and 20 lakh in September,
according to an analysis by
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services.

As per the data, the num-
ber of demat accounts rose to
11 crore in January 2023 from
8.4 crore in January 2022, reg-

istering a growth of 31 per cent.
Market experts believe that

the addition in dematerialised
(demat) accounts over the last
one year was mainly due to
attractive returns given by the
equity markets and the ease of
account opening process
offered by brokers to their
clients. Also, increased finan-
cial literacy and the growing
popularity of trading amongst
youth have been some other
major factors contributing to
the rise, they added.

While the number of
demat accounts continues to
rise, the count of National
Stock Exchange (NSE) active
clients has been falling for
seven consecutive months.
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Market regulator SEBI has
indicated to the Supreme

Court that it is not in favour of
banning short-selling or sale of
borrowed shares, and said it is
investigating allegations made
by a tiny short-seller against the
Adani Group as well as its share
price movements.  The
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) in written note
before a bench headed by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud,
which was hearing two PILs
relating to the recent Adani
Group shares crash, described
what short-selling is and what
the Hindenburg Research did
but did not once name the
Adani Group in the 20-page
document. 

The regulator, the note
said, was "already enquiring
both the allegations made in
the Hindenburg report as well
as the market activity imme-
diately preceding and post the
publication of the report." US-
based short-seller Hindenburg
in a January 24 report alleged
that the Adani Group pulled
"the largest con in corporate
history" using offshore tax
havens and stock manipulation.
The allegations, which the
group has repeatedly denied,
roiled shares of group's listed
companies which have togeth-
er lost over USD 120 billion in
market value in three weeks. 

SEBI said short selling
usually involves investors bor-
rowing shares and selling them,
expecting to buy them back
later at a lower price before
returning them to the lenders.
They make profits on the dif-
ference between the higher
sale price initially and the
lower purchase price subse-
quently.  "Short selling is con-
sidered by some to be a desir-
able and an essential feature of
the securities market, as it pro-
vides liquidity and also helps

price corrections in overvalued
stocks. 

"Thus, any restrictions on
short selling, per se, may dis-
tort efficient price discovery,
provide promoters unfettered
freedom to manipulate prices,
and favour manipulators rather
than rational investors," it said,
adding others consider it an
undesirable activity that flour-
ishes on distressed selling and
is vulnerable to its own form of
manipulation. 

Securities market regula-
tors in most countries, partic-
ularly in all developed securi-
ties markets, recognise short
selling as a legitimate invest-

ment activity.  "Thus, in all
major jurisdictions, instead of
prohibiting short sales per se
the regulators have permitted
it to take place within a regu-
lated framework," SEBI said. 

The International
Organisation of Securities
Commissions (IOSCO) has
also reviewed short selling and
securities lending practices
across markets and has rec-
ommended transparency of
short selling, rather than pro-
hibiting it.  "India follows this
policy of regulated short selling
and has framed its regime
accordingly," it said, detailing
the framework for regulating

short selling in Indian capital
markets. 

Even during turbulent
times such as at the start of the
Covid pandemic when Nifty
fell by around 26 per cent in 13
trading days in March 2020,
SEBI did not ban short selling
despite demand, the note to the
court said. The top court is
scheduled to hear the two PILs
alleging exploitation of inno-
cent investors and "artificial
crashing" of the Adani Group's
stock value on February 17
when it will consider setting up
a panel to consider strength-
ening the regulatory frame-
work.
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Billionaire Gautam Adani-
led group's flagship firm

Adani Enterprises Ltd on
Tuesday reported a swing to
profit in quarter ending
December 2022 from a loss a
year before, and vowed to
lower leverage in an attempt to
restore investor confidence
that has been roiled by a
damning report of a US short
seller.

The group, whose listed
companies have lost over USD
120 billion in market value
since Hindenburg Research
released the report on January
24, said it had made no "mate-
rial financial adjustments"
owing to the allegations.

Adani Enterprise Ltd's
(AEL) consolidated net profit
was at Rs 820.06 crore in third
quarter of current fiscal com-
pared to a loss of Rs 11.63 crore
in the same period a year
back, according to a stock
exchange filing by the compa-
ny.

Revenue surged 42 per

cent to Rs 26,612.33 crore.
Its so-called integrated

resource management -- the
biggest contributor to top-line
and profits -- saw a 370 per
cent jump in pre-tax profit to
Rs 669 crore. Profit from min-
ing and new energy tripled.
The airport's business saw rev-
enues doubling but profitabil-
ity rising by 29 per cent.

Total costs climbed 37 per
cent to Rs 26,171.18 crore.

The group has been under
pressure since the Hindenburg
report that accused it of
accounting fraud and stock
manipulation, allegations that
the conglomerate has denied as
"malicious", "baseless" and a
"calculated attack on India".

"Management of the group
has assessed that no material
financial adjustment arises to

the consolidated financial
results for the quarter and
nine months ended December
31, 2022 with respect to these
allegations," according to notes
to the financial statement of
AEL.

Despite the ports-to-ener-
gy conglomerate denying alle-
gations, the report triggered a
massive sell-off in the group
firms' shares.

"The current market
volatility is temporary," AEL
chairman Gautam Adani said
in the earnings statement. "As
a classical incubator with a
vision of long-term value cre-
ation, Adani Enterprises will
continue to work with the
twin objectives of moderate
leverage and looking at strate-
gic opportunities to expand
and grow."

Adani said the group's
fundamental strength lies in
mega-scale infrastructure pro-
ject execution capabilities,
organisational development
and exceptional O&M man-
agement skills comparable to
the best in the world.
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Amid stakeholders facing glitches
in submitting forms under the

companies law through the MCA21
portal, Union minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday asked the cor-
porate affairs ministry to form a spe-
cial team to address public grievances
on a priority basis.

Besides, Sitharaman, who is in
charge of the ministries of finance and
corporate affairs, has asked the cor-
porate affairs ministry to monitor the
issues on a daily basis.

Filings under the companies law
and the limited liability partnership
law are submitted to the corporate
affairs ministry through the MCA21
portal and in recent days, there have
been complaints about technical
issues with the portal. Against this
backdrop, Sitharaman, on Tuesday
reviewed the matter.

In a series of tweets, Sitharaman's
office said that many users of MCA21
portal have reported facing technical
issues at the time of filing since the
launch of the new forms under
Version 3 on January 23.

"@MCA21India has been work-
ing along with @theicai, @icsi_cs,
@LTIMindtreeOFCL, and consul-
tants (EY @EY_India and NISG
@NISGsmartgov) to solve the matter
expeditiously," her office said.
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The finance ministry has
allowed individuals against

whom search and seizure oper-
ations were carried out by the
I-T authorities to file revised
income tax return in ITR-1
form for assessment year(AY)
2023-24.

However, there are no sub-
stantial changes in the six
income tax return forms cater-
ing to individuals, profession-
als and businesses, notified by
the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) on February
10.

This year, CBDT has noti-
fied ITR forms 1-6, as well ITR-
V (verification form) and ITR
acknowledgement form in
advance, a move that will give
taxpayers enough time to pre-
pare for relevant disclosures.
The I-T department earlier
used to notify ITR forms for
the relevant financial year
either by March or April.

Income tax return forms

have been notified for
Assessment Year 2023-24 (for
income earned in 2022-23).

As per the modified
norms, individuals on whom
search and seizure operations
have been carried out by tax
officials can now file revised
return under section 153 C on
the basis of self-assessment of
their undisclosed wealth in
ITR-1.

CBDT has also made cer-
tain changes in ITR-1 form
with regard to disclosure under
Section 139 (1), which is filed
voluntarily by persons having
annual taxable income of less
than Rs 2.5 lakh. These indi-
viduals will not be required to
intimate in their ITR forms
even if their fixed deposits
exceeds Rs 1 crore.
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Mohamed Salah said Liverpool's 2-0
win over Everton in the Merseyside

derby on Monday is just the start of a
revival for the Reds.

Salah scored for the first time in the
Premier League since Boxing Day as
Jurgen Klopp's men snapped a four-game
winless streak.

Cody Gakpo then grabbed his first
goal for the club in the second half.

A positive night for Liverpool was
rounded off by the return of Diogo Jota
and Roberto Firmino from injury, while
Virgil van Dijk made the bench after six
weeks on the sidelines.

"It's a huge win for us," said Salah.
"We had a perfect week to train and the
players were so excited and we couldn't

wait for the game to turn everything
around. Hopefully it was a start."

Liverpool are still nine points off the
top four in ninth.

But that gap to fourth-placed
Newcastle could be cut to six points when
they travel to St. James' Park next week-
end.

That clash comes just days before
Real Madrid's trip to Anfield in the

Champions League last 16 and Klopp will
be hoping he has finally stumbled upon
a solution to some of his side's woes in
time for another tilt at the European Cup.

"Tonight we were there and that has
to be the sign now for us for what we have
to do," said Klopp. "The performance for
the full 96 minutes was the best for a
while."

Liverpool's optimism has to be put
in the context of facing an Everton side
with just one win in 12 games.

That victory came last weekend in
Sean Dyche's first match in charge as
league leaders Arsenal were shocked 1-
0 at Goodison Park.

But Dyche was given a better under-
standing of the problems he has inher-
ited with the Toffees languishing in the
relegation zone.

Everton were still left to rue what
might have been had James Tarkowski's
header gone in rather than come off the
post just seconds before Liverpool took
the lead.

Instead, the hosts collected the loose
ball and freed Nunez down the left, who
squared for Salah to prod into an
unguarded net with Jordan Pickford
caught in no man's land.

Everton were undone by another
swift counter-attack at the start of the sec-
ond period.

Andy Robertson charged through
midfield and found Trent Alexander-
Arnold, whose inviting ball across the face
of the goal just required a simple finish
from Gakpo.

The Dutch international will hope a
derby goal proves the turning point after
a difficult start to life in the Premier
League following his January move from
PSV Eindhoven.

"It was a great game from our side,"
said Gakpo. "We really needed this."
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Real Sociedad cut the gap on
second-place Real Madrid

to three points with a 3-2 win
at Espanyol in La Liga on
Monday.

The champions have played
a game fewer and host Elche on
Wednesday, with Real Sociedad
third, hot on their tail, although
they were left holding on at the
end against struggling
Espanyol.

Takefusa Kubo and
Alexander Sorloth's goals gave
Real Sociedad a commanding
lead at the RCDE Stadium as
Imanol Alguacil's side bounced
back from three games without
a win across all competitions.

Espanyol defender Leandro
Cabrera headed a Kubo cross

into his own net to further sink
his side, before Sergi Darder
netted a consolation goal from
close range.

Brian Olivan smashed in
another for Espanyol with three
minutes remaining, setting up
a tense finale, before Cabrera
was sent off in stoppage time.

Real Sociedad are 14 points
behind leaders Barcelona, who
are 11 clear of Real Madrid after
their 1-0 win over Villarreal on
Sunday. Espanyol, missing
injured striker Joselu, languish
17th, only a point above the rel-
egation zone.

The Basques were still
without creative midfielder
David Silva, who they have
missed, but Mikel Merino made
his return from injury as a sub-
stitute.
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Ferrari unveiled their new
SF-23 car for the upcoming

Formula One season at their
Maranello headquarters on
Tuesday, the Scuderia gunning
for Red Bull and world cham-
pion Max Verstappen.

The Scuderia finished sec-
ond in the drivers and con-
structors championships last
time out after an error-strewn
campaign, way behind Red
Bull whose top driver
Verstappen comfortably
retained his title.

"The goal is to win, clear-

ly," said driver Charles Leclerc,
who took the SF-23 for a spin
around the Maranello track in
front of some of the team's pas-
sionate supporters.

"The feeling of winning
is what motivates me, moti-
vates all the team too. I'm
really looking forward to
getting back in the car and
trying to win the champi-
onship."

The coming season is the
first for team principal
Frederic Vasseur, who took
charge in December follow-
ing the resignation of Mattia
Binotto the month before.

Binotto was considered
culpable for last season's fre-
quent missteps, including
pitlane errors and reliability
issues which damaged
Leclerc's attempt to keep up
with Verstappen.

Ferrari began with two
wins in the opening three
Grands Prix but were then
swept aside by Red Bull and
Verstappen, who won the
drivers title with three races
remaining and eventually
finished 146 points ahead of
Leclerc.

The new car is designed
with the aim of improving
aerodynamics and the relia-
bility of the engine, the lat-
ter being one of the key
problems last time out.

"You can feel the respon-
sibility for the team, it's a
great honour but at the end
of the day the important
thing is to be successful,"
said Frenchman Vasseur.

"We want to deliver and
I don't want to be happy just
because I'm at Ferrari, the
most important is to win.
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Liverpool called on UEFA to do the
"right thing" in implementing a

series of recommendations after a
damning report found European foot-
ball's governing body responsible for the
chaos that surrounded last year's
Champions League final in Paris.

The independent report, commis-
sioned by UEFA, found that they bore
"primary responsibility for failures
which almost led to disaster."

French police and authorities were
also criticised for a lack of planning and
a heavy-handed response to support-
ers, based on incorrect assumptions that

fans posed a threat to public order.
Real Madrid's 1-0 win at the Stade

de France on May 28 was overshad-
owed by events surrounding European
football's showpiece event.

Kick-off was delayed by 37 minutes
as fans struggled to access the stadium
after being funnelled into overcrowd-
ed bottlenecks on approach.

Police then fired tear gas towards
thousands of supporters locked behind
metal fences on the perimeter to the sta-
dium.

UEFA then tried to pin the blame
on Liverpool fans arriving late despite
thousands having been held for hours
outside the stadium before kick-off.

In a statement on Monday, UEFA
apologised to Liverpool fans for "unjust-
ly blaming them for the situation lead-
ing to the delayed kick-off."

The report found there has been "a
clear and immediate danger of a fatal
crush" and that the action of Liverpool
supporters had in fact saved lives.

"We call on UEFA and others at the
top of the football regulation pyramid
to come together and take positive and
transparent action to ensure there are
no more ‘near misses’," Liverpool said
in a statement on Tuesday.

"As a football club with proud his-
tory in Europe, we call on UEFA to do
the right thing and implement the 21
recommendations to ensure the safety
of all football supporters attending any
future UEFA football match."

Another of the report's key findings

was that the policing model was influ-
enced by a view of Liverpool based on
the deadly 1989 Hillsborough disaster,
which caused the death of 97 fans.

After decades of fighting for justice,
British police chiefs apologised to the
families of the victims just last month,
recognising that "police failures were the
main cause of the tragedy".

For many Liverpool fans the scenes
in Paris provoked traumatic flash-
backs of what happened at
Hillsborough.

The Hillsborough Survivors
Support Alliance has seen a spike in fans
seeking mental health support since
events at the Stade de France.
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India women's football team
head coach Thomas

Dennerby wants his players to
take the two international
friendly matches against Nepal
here on February 15 and 18 as
an opportunity to prepare for
the Olympic Qualifiers.

The friendly matches will
be played at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium and India will
be favourites to win them,
though Nepal, of late, have
shown a steady resurgence.

"We are not looking for
results at the moment. Our
main aim is to build the team for
the Olympic Qualifiers, and
these matches (friendly against

Nepal) are part of that process,"
said Dennerby on Tuesday.
Nepal defeated India 1-0 in the
semifinals of 2022 SAFF
Women's C’ships in
Kathmandu.

More recently, the India
U-20 women's team suffered a

1-3 loss to Nepal in the SAFF U-
20 Championship in Dhaka.
The defeat knocked India out of
contention for a spot in the final.

India have been placed in
Group G of the AFC Women's
Olympic Qualifiers First Round,
alongside Turkmenistan and

the Kyrgyz Republic, with the
matches set to be played in
April. "Nepal are a good side, of
course, and it will be a good
opportunity for our girls to
come back to the pace of inter-
national football," said
Dennerby.

"We have been training in
Chennai, but international
matches are international
matches. The pace is different,
and that's the best way to pre-
pare for the Qualifiers."

India midfielder Indumathi
Kathiresan, who is a local girl,
said, "I hope we can inspire
more young girls to not only
take up the sport, but also
keep playing it in the future as
well."
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Unheralded Akshdeep Singh
clinched the men's 20km

event gold with a stunning
national record time to qualify
for this year's World
Championships as well as the
2024 Paris Olympics on the
opening day of the National
Open Race Walking
Championships here on
Tuesday.

Women's 20km event
national record holder Priyanka
Goswami also won a gold to
qualify for both the World
Championships and 2024
Olympics.

The 23-year-old Akshdeep,
who hails from Punjab's Barnala
district, clocked 1 hour 19 min-
utes and 55 seconds to obliter-
ate the earlier national record of
1:20:16 which was in the name
of veteran Sandeep Kumar of
Haryana, who finished a lowly
seventh on Tuesday with a time
of 1:23.28. Suraj Panwar of
Uttarakhand was second with a
time of 1:20.11, missing the
World Championships and
Olympics qualifying time by a
whisker.

Vikash Singh of Delhi was

third with a time of 1:21.08 as 48
athletes completed the race.

The men's 20km race walk
qualifying time for both the
World Championships to be
held in Budapest in August and
2024 Olympics is 1:20:10.

Priyanka, representing Uttar
Pradesh, expectedly won the
gold with a time of 1:28:50, just
a tad below her national record
of 1:28:45 which she had set in
2021.

A Tokyo Olympian, 26-
year-old Priyanka had won a sil-
ver in the women's 10,000m race
walk event in the 2022
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games. Bhawana Jat of
Rajasthan was second with a
time of 1:29:44 while her state
mate Sonal Sukhwal was third in
1:31:03.

The women's 20km race
walk qualifying time for both the
World Championships to be
held in Budapest in August and
2024 Olympics is 1:29:20.

Akshdeep and Priyanka are
the first Indians from athletics to
have qualified for the 2024
Olympics after the qualifying
window began from December
31, 2022 (to end on June 30,
2024).
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Star Indian tennis play-
er Sumit Nagal was on

Tuesday awarded a wild
card entry into the singles
main draw of the
Bengaluru Open, sched-
uled to begin here from
February 20.

The 25-year-old for-
mer India No. 1 is the first
wild card entrant at the
fifth edition of the presti-
gious ATP Challenger
event,  which will  be
organised by the
Karnataka State Lawn Tennis
Association (KSLTA) at the
KSLTA Stadium in Bengaluru.

"We are delighted to give
Nagal the first wild card. He
is an excellent player and has
won his maiden ATP
Challenger title here. We are
committed to providing our
Indian players a world-class
platform to rub shoulders
with the best names from the
tennis world through this
tournament.

"Nagal is one of those

players who have performed
well here and carried that
momentum to do well in
their careers," said Sunil
Yajaman, tournament director
of Bengaluru Open and joint
secretary of KSLTA.

Nagal won his first ATP
Challenger title at this tourna-
ment in 2017 and went on to
put up some impressive per-
formances thereafter in his
career. He also had quarter-
final and pre-quarterfinal fin-
ishes during his other two

outings at this tourna-
ment in 2018 and 2020
respectively.

"Playing at the
DafaNews Bengaluru
Open has always been
special for me as it's the
place where I won my
first Challenger. Good
memories, good vibes
and playing in front of an
energetic audience is
always fun, so I 'm
extremely grateful and
excited for the opportu-
nity to compete at the
tournament again. I'm

extremely thankful to KSLTA
for awarding me a wild card
for this prestigious event and
I hope to make the best use of
it," Nagal said.

Nagal will be part of the
singles field comprising for-
mer world No. 10 Lucas
Pouille and last year's cham-
pion Chun-hsin Tseng among
others.

The Qualifiers will be
played on February 19 and 20
while the main draw begins
on February 20.
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Inter Milan allowed Napoli
to pull 15 points clear at the

top of Serie A after being held
to a goalless draw at struggling
Sampdoria on Monday.

Simone Inzaghi's side
already had little hope of
recapturing the league title
conceded to local rivals AC
Milan last season and the
yawning gap between them
and Napoli widened following
an underwhelming display in
Genoa.

Napoli cruised past
Cremonese 3-0 on Sunday
and look with each passing
week more likely to claim a
first league crown since 1990.

Second-placed Inter are
three points ahead of Atalanta,
Roma and Milan in the race
for next season's Champions
League.

Lazio are five points back
in sixth after being beaten by
Atalanta in Rome on Saturday
night.

When asked if the title
was beyond his team, Inzaghi
said "I keep saying we can
only look at ourselves".

"We're not satisfied with
the result, in fact we're very
disappointed as we should be."

Inzaghi picked Romelu
Lukaku alongside in-form
Lautaro Martinez, the power-
ful strike partnership which
won Inter the 2021 Scudetto.

But Lukaku is nowhere
near the form which led to
Chelsea paying a club-record
fee for his services the follow-
ing summer and the Belgium
forward was replaced by Edin
Dzeko midway through the
second half having made lit-
tle impact.

Turkey midfielder Hakan
Calhanoglu went close with
distance efforts in either half
on a night in which the Inter
fans in the stands at the Stadio
Luigi Ferraris honoured the
victims of the devastating
recent earthquake which hit
his country and Syria.

Over 35,000 people have
been killed by the earthquake
and Calhanoglu appeared to
be in tears when supporters
unfurled banners which read
"close to Turkey and Syria,
Calha one of us".

The 29-year-old
Calhanoglu wore a T-shirt
with the message "Pray for
Turkiye" during the pre-match
warm-up.

"I thank my teammates,
fans and club for being close
to me at this time,"

Calhanoglu said to Sky after
the match.

"We're trying to help our
country in any way we can...
The images we have seen
hurt, but life goes on and I
hope the people get out of that
situation as soon as possible."

Monday's draw is a good
result for troubled Samp but
a point does little for the sur-
vival hopes of a team firmly
ensconced in the relegation
zone.

Dejan Stankovic's side
have collected 11 points from
their 22 matches and are eight
behind Spezia, who sit just
outside the drop zone and
drew at Empoli on Saturday.

Verona are two points
behind Spezia following their
1-0 win over Salernitana ear-
lier on Monday.
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Agreen-top pitch will be on
offer for Bengal-

Saurashtra Ranji Trophy sum-
mit clash beginning here on
Thursday.

Pace bowling has been
Bengal's main strength with
the troika of Akash Deep
(37), Ishan Porel (24) and
Mukesh Kumar (18) account-
ing for the most number of
wickets this season.

Two days ahead of the
match, the Eden Gardens cen-
tre strip sported a green cover
and Cricket Association of
Bengal pitch curator Sujan
Mukherjee said there would
be no "further trimming".

"Our pace bowling is
much better than Saurashtra
and we will have a similar
grass cover on the pitch, there

is no further scope for trim-
ming,"  Mukherjee told
reporters.

Asked whether toss would
be a factor, he said: "As always,
the first and the last hour at
Eden Gardens are crucial
when wicket aids seam move-
ment.

"It would be no different
this time. Toss won't be a big
advantage. Luck has been with
the Bengal side this season,
and I hope they win the title
this time."

Two-time champions
Bengal are yet to win the
Ranji Trophy since 1989-90.
Since then, they have made
the final four times, the last
being in 2019-20 when they
lost to Saurashtra.

Bengal's last Ranji tri-
umph also had come at the
Eden Gardens and they would

look to end the prolonged
drought, with a 'sweet revenge'
against Saurashtra.
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Captain of the 1989-90
triumph Sambaran Banerjee
would ring the 'Eden Bell' to
signal the start of the match
on Thursday,  president
Snehasish Ganguly said.

Snehasish was also a
member of that side along
with his younger brother
Sourav Ganguly who is cur-
rently in the UK.

"We have invited all the
Ranji Trophy winning mem-
bers and they would be pre-
sent  during the match.
Sourav is expected to be back
on February 18 and he would
also be present," Snehasish
said.
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Having got the better of
Pakistan in the lung-
opener, India would

e.ndeavour to put up an
improved bowling show against
West Indies in their second
Women's T20 World Cup match
here on Wednesday.

The Indian batters, without
vice-captain Smriti Mandhana,
managed to complete their high-
est successful chase in the T20
World Cup in the win against
Pakistan.

Mandhana missed the tie
against Pakistan owing to a fin-
ger injury but the star opener is
likely to be back in the team
against the West Indies, who are
coming off a big loss against
England.

The Indian bowlers were
guilty of taking their foot off the
pedal in the back end of the
innings, allowing Pakistan to
score 91 runs in the second half
of their innings.

They will be keen to give a
better account of themselves.
With tougher oppositions
expected as the tournament
progresses, the Indian bowlers
couldn't have asked for a better
opponent than a familiar West
Indies side, whom India beat
twice in the recent tri-series.

If India want to win the title,
the batting department too has
to pull up its socks.

It if wasn't for young Richa
Ghosh's three boundaries on the
trot in the 18th over, India
would have been unable to cross
the line.

The big-hitting Shafali
Verma, fresh from leading India
to the inaugural U-19 World
Cup title, didn't look her impe-
rious best against Pakistan. She
struggled to get the big shots.

Opening the innings in the
absence of Mandhana, Yastika
Bhatia struggled for rhythm
while skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur too perished without mak-
ing an impact.

India will breathe a sigh of
relief that Jemimah Rodrigues,
a proven match-winner, hit
form after a underwhelming run
as she anchored the innings but
the middle-order batter will
have to manage her strike rate
better and go for the big shots.

The addition of Mandhana,
a vital cog in this Indian team's
scheme of things, will not doubt
bolster the batting.

West Indies, on the other
hand, will be eager to register
their first win in the tournament
having being thrashed by
England in their opener.

The Hayley Matthews-led
side is enduring a wretched
run, having lost 14 matches on
the trot.

They will once again turn to
skipper Matthews who has
oodles of experience. The skip-
per is no stranger to delivering

on the big stage.
However, the skipper needs

the others to step up, especially
the experienced Stefanie Taylor,
who has returned from a back
injury.

It will be a crucial fixture for
West Indies as a loss would
knock the former champions
out of the semi-final contention.
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India: Harmanpreet Kaur (c),
Smriti Mandhana, Shafali
Verma, Yastika Bhatia, Richa
Ghosh, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Harleen Deol, Deepti Sharma,
Devika Vaidya, Radha Yadav,
Renuka Thakur, Anjali Sarvani,
Pooja Vastrakar, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad, Shikha Pandey.
West Indies: Hayley Matthews
(c), Shemaine Campbelle (vc),
Aaliyah Alleyne, Shamilia
Connell, Afy Fletcher, Shabika
Gajnabi, Chinelle Henry,
Trishan Holder, Zaida James,
Djenaba Joseph, Chedean
Nation, Karishma Ramharack,
Shakera Selman, Stafanie Taylor,
Rashada Williams.
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Kyle Jamieson has been
forced out of New

Zealand's first Test against
England that starts on
Thursday because of a stress
fracture of the back.

Fellow fast bowler Matt
Henry is also unavailable
because of the birth of his first
child. Uncapped seamers Scott
Kuggeleijn and Jacob Duffy
have been called in as replace-
ments.

Jamieson's appearance for
a New Zealand XI in a two-day
tour match last week was his
first since June, when he sus-
tained the injury in England.

The injury flared up again
this week and the team con-
firmed on Tuesday he will not
be able to play at Bay Oval,
Mount Maunganui. Scans
showed up the fracture, which
will require further examina-
tion and treatment.

“It's really gutting for Kyle
to have this happen after he'd
put so much hard work in to

getting himself back on the
park,” New Zealand coach Gary
Stead said.

“Since the injury in June
we've certainly taken a cautious
approach to managing his
return with regular monitoring
by our medical staff which has
included scans.

“While Kyle's not feeling
any pain, the evidence is pret-
ty clear he has a stress fracture
so he'll return to Christchurch
today and have a CT scan on
Friday before we decide on the
next steps.”

Batsmen Tom Blundell and
Henry Nicholls have also been
delayed in joining the team
because of travel problems
caused by Cyclone Gabrielle,
which continues to batter New
Zealand's North Island.

Cyclone Gabrielle has
affected the preparations of
both teams, forcing them to
practice indoors. The storm has
brought high winds and flood-
ing to most of the North Island
and rain is expected on
Thursday.
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The second Test of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy

between India and Australia
beginning here on Friday is set
to be played in front of a
packed house.

Delhi is hosting its first
Test since December 2017.
India won the opening Test in
Nagpur inside three days to
take a 1-0 lead in the four-
match series.

"The tickets are sold out
and we are expecting a full
house. There is a lot of inter-
est since a Test match is being
played in Delhi after a long
time," DDCA joint secretary
Rajan Manchanda said on
Tuesday.

The Arun Jaitley Stadium
roughly has a seating capaci-
ty of 40,000.

A total of 24,000 tickets
were put on sale while 8000
were distributed among the
DDCA members, which is
the norm. The remaining seats
will be used for the dignitaries
attending the game.

A section of the stands is
also reserved for families pro-
viding security for the game.

The series opener in
Nagpur also attracted a
healthy crowd, making it a
good advert for Test cricket.
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Wicketkeeper batter Alex
Carey on Tuesday said

that Australia will continue play-
ing Test matches the way they
have been doing in the past 12-
18 months, brushing aside for-
mer captain Allan Border's crit-
icism that the visitors need to
play hard and tough.

Australia lost the first Test
by a colossal margin of an
innings and 123 runs to trail the
four-match series 0-1, which led
to sharp criticism from Border
who said the visitors were act-
ing too nice and need to "play
with a harder edge".

Border singled out Steve
Smith for giving a 'thumb's up'
gesture to Ravindra Jadeja after
he was beaten by a delivery by
the India all-rounder. Border call
the act "ridiculous."

"We highly respect Allan
Border. I guess among the group,
guys do it differently. We come
up against these players a lot,"
Carey said.

"You're probably alluding to
the Steve Smith comment more
than any but, you know, he's
mates with a lot of them. And
that's the way he (Smith) plays.

He does it in all situations. He
plays around with his hands and
does all that stuff. And I think
that's probably what gets him
pretty focused."

Despite the heavy loss,
Carey said the Australian camp
is positive and they are backing
themselves to bounce back in
Delhi.

"It is the first Test of four and
we're still very positive amongst

ourselves that we'll be able to
bounce back in Delhi and get
this series back on level (terms)
and continue to believe in what
we've done over the past 12 to
18 months," said Carey.

"I think we're a really strong
Test team. We've got all bases
covered. Unfortunately it didn't
go to plan this first Test, but
we're definitely reinforcing the
messages we've had leading into

the tour."
The 31-year said the atmos-

phere in the middle during the
first Test was anything but
friendly.

"I don't think so, I think it's
Test cricket, it's over in India and
we know how tough it can be
over here," he said.

"Proactive" has been a key-
word for Australia in this tour of
India but Carey felt he got a lit-

tle too proactive in the Nagpur
Test.

"You can fall into over-play-
ing conditions and certain
names. What you see before you
go out to bat as well can change
your method a bit," said Carey,
who was out reverse-sweeping in
both innings of the first Test.

"For myself today (at train-
ing) I went back to batting
more than anything else and
reacting to what's being bowled
down at me and trusting that
method.

"Maybe (I was) a little bit too
keen to play a different style, but
in my first Test over here that's
not a bad learning to have.

Carey said the performance
of the Indian spin duo of Jadeja
and Axar Patel showed patience
can be as effective as proactive-
ness. "Hopefully I can find that
balance – along with all our play-
ers as well. We obviously want
to be proactive, but calm and
patient (as well), and we had a
pretty good look at that first-
hand with a few of their players.

"At times it might be
(required to bat) in fast-forward
mode but Jadeja and Axar
showed as well, you can be pret-
ty patient."
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England and South Africa over-
came the distractions of a play-

er auction in India and pulled off
important wins on the fourth day
of the Women’s T20 World Cup at
Boland Park in Paarl.

England took command of
Group Two, beating Ireland by
four wickets to notch their second
successive win, while South Africa
played themselves back into con-
tention in Group One with a 65-run
win over New Zealand.

Monday’s double-header was
played while the auction in India’s
Women's Premier League was being
held in Mumbai, with potential life-

changing deals for players from
both teams, as well as those from
New Zealand.

England captain Heather
Knight said her players were able to
focus on the cricket. She said they
left their hotel in Cape Town while
hearing shouts of excitement from
Indian players who were the main
focus of bidders from Indian fran-
chises.

"Whatever happens in the IPL
doesn’t affect the value of the play-
ers in our team," she said.

Left-arm spinner Sophie
Ecclestone showed why she was
bought by the Uttar Pradesh
Warriorz franchise for the equiv-
alent of about US$220 000 when
she sparked an Ireland collapse to
105 all out. Ecclestone took three
for 13.

Another WPL target, Alice
Capsey, bought by Delhi Capitals
for $91 000, set up an early finish
by hitting 51 off 22 balls in
England’s reply.

Nat Sciver-Brunt, who attract-

ed the joint-highest price for an
overseas player, had a quiet day,
bowling two overs which cost ten
runs and being dismissed for five.
She was bought by Mumbai Indians
for $390 000.

Most of South Africa's players
went unsold but vice-captain Chloe
Tryon, who was the team’s match-
winner against New Zealand with
40 runs and two wickets, was
bought by the Mumbai Indians for
$37 000.

Fellow all-rounder Marizanne

Kapp secured a $183 000 deal from
Delhi Capitals. Her wife, Dane van
Niekerk, who was controversially
omitted from the World Cup squad
on fitness grounds, was bought by
Royal Challengers Bangalore for $37
000.

Fast bowler Shabnim Ismail
was the only other South African
to be signed up, with UP Warriorz
gaining her services for $122 000.

South Africa struggled to 132
for six in their 20 overs but bowled
out New Zealand for 67.
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Senior India batter
Cheteshwar Pujara, set to

play his 100th Test here on
Friday, is not concerned about
the chatter regarding his age
and how long he will contin-
ue to play, and the 35-year-old
says he has not set a retirement
date and would like to take it
one match at a time.

With England pace-bowl-
ing stalwarts James Anderson
(40 years) and Stuart Broad
(36) showing age is no barrier
in modern-day cricket, Pujara's
philosophy is simple -- enjoy
the game and when not able to
contribute, consider the next
step.

"I don't want to set a tar-
get for myself. I want to be in
the present. I want to take it
one Test match at a time rather
than thinking about how long
I can play," Pujara told
ESPNCricinfo on Tuesday.

"It's important to enjoy
the game, it's important to be
on top of your game, and
whenever you are not able to
contribute, or you are not per-
forming to the best of your
abilities, you can consider the
next step. I have just turned 35.
There's still some time," he
added.

Pujara will become the
13th Indian to play 100 or
more Tests, with Sachin
Tendulkar (200 Tests) leading
the pack, when he sets foot on
the Arun Jaitley Stadium
ground against Australia on

Friday.
He made his Test debut in

2010 against Australia and has
kept himself in the reckoning
in the longest format ever
since, overcoming the troughs
in his professional career with
hard work and determination.

On the upcoming mile-
stone, where his family will be
there to cheer him at the sta-
dium, Pujara said, "Yes, it will
be my 100th Test match, but
you still have a job to do for the
team and you focus on that a
bit more. We are playing an
important series against
Australia.

"Yes, the second Test will
be my 100th, but there will be
two more Tests after that which
will be very important for us to
win to qualify for the WTC
final," said Pujara, indicating
the milestone will be just
another footmark in his long
professional career.

He added that discipline is
one of the biggest prerogatives
to excel in Test cricket as the
five-day game tests ones char-
acter, patience and tempera-
ment to the limit.

"You are tested in your
character, in your tempera-
ment, in your patience, as a
person. It's also about how you
behave off the field, and that
also has an impact on what you
do on the field because if you
are not disciplined enough in
Test cricket, you will see the
results eventually on the field.
That's why Test cricket is spe-
cial."
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Celebrations are going on at
the residence of Jasia Akhtar

here ever since she became the
first woman cricketer from
Jammu and Kashmir to be
picked by a Women's Premier
League (WPL) franchise during
the auction in Mumbai on
Monday.

"When I got the news of
Jasia's selection, I could not
believe it. I am feeling very

happy for her,” Jasia's cousin,
Khushnuma, said as a stream
of neighbours visited the crick-
eter's house in Shopian to cel-
ebrate her achievement.

The 34-year-old right-
hand top-order batter was
picked by Delhi Capitals for a
base price of Rs 20 lakh.

"Jasia jaisi koi nahi. The
#CapitalsUniverse is stoked to
have you!" DC tweeted after the
auction.

The second of five siblings,

Jasia, who represents Rajasthan
in domestic cricket, was crazy
about the game since child-
hood.

"She was mad about crick-
et right from childhood. When
we used to study, she would go
out to play," Khushnuma said,
as well-wishers sipped the tra-
ditional kehwa.

Khalid Hamid, Jasia's first
coach, hoped she gets enough
opportunities to showcase her
skills.
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India's  Jemimah
Rodrigues and Richa

Ghosh have moved to the
11th and 36th spots respec-
tively among batters in the
latest ICC Women's T20I
Player Rankings released on
Tuesday.

The duo progressed
after guiding India to victo-
ry against Pakistan in the
Women's T20 World Cup
opener.

While Rodrigues has
moved from 13th to 11th
after her unbeaten 52,
Ghosh is up from 42nd to
36th following her 31 not
out.

Vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana, who missed the
opener due to a finger

injury, remains the top-
ranked India in third place.

Mandhana's opening
partner Shafali Verma too
remained static at the 10th
place.
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