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In a setback to Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena fac-

tion, the Supreme Court on
Wednesday refused to stay the
Election Commission of India
order that has recognised the
Eknath Shinde faction as the
real Shiv Sena and granted it
the bow and arrow symbol. 

A bench of Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud and
Justices PS Narasimha and JB
Pardiwala, however, granted
liberty to Uddhav Thackeray
faction to use the name “Shiv
Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray)” and the “flaming
torch” symbol for the February
26 by-elections in Chinchwad
and Kasba Peth. 

“The ECI order is confined
to a symbol. Now we cannot
pass an order to stay the
Election Commission order.
We are entertaining the SLP.
We cannot stay the ECI order
today,” the court said. The SC
then proceeded to issue notice
in the matter and listed the case
after two weeks. 

“Issue notice. Pending fur-
ther orders, protection granted
under Para 133(4) (allowing
Thackeray faction to use flam-
ing torch symbol) under the

impugned order of the Election
Commission shall continue to
operate. List this after 2 weeks,”
the order said. 

While recognising the
Shinde-led faction as the real
Shiv Sena, the EC relied on the
strength of the legislative wing
of the party to arrive at its deci-
sion rather than on the test of
its organisational wing. 

During the hearing, senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing
for the Thackeray-led faction,
questioned the EC’s decision to
apply the “test of the legislative
wing” in determining which
faction was the real Shiv Sena.

“The basis of the EC order is
that in the test of majority, the
organisational wing will not be
taken and instead take the test
of majority in the legislative
wing... That’s how the symbol
was given to them. What will
the High Court do?” he argued. 

Senior advocate Neeraj
Kishan Kaul, appearing for the
Shinde faction, questioned the
maintainability of the plea. He
said that the Thackeray faction
should not have approached
the Supreme Court directly
against an order of the ECI. “To
come to the Supreme Court
directly, your lordships have

time and again said that there
is a judicial hierarchy...” he
said. Senior advocates Mahesh
Jethmalani and Maninder
Singh also appeared for the
Shinde-led faction. 

A separate batch of peti-
tions is also pending before the
top court in relation to the Shiv
Sena crisis. The apex court, in
that case, is considering various
legal questions, including the
powers of the Governor of a
State, the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly and the
Speaker’s role when it comes to
the initiation of disqualification
proceedings against MLAs.
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The Supreme Court has
directed the Centre and

State Governments to comply
within a month with its direc-
tions on mandatory installation
of CCTV cameras in police sta-
tions and offices of investiga-
tion agencies. A bench headed
by Justice BR Gavai asked the
governments to file their com-
pliance affidavits by March 29,
while warning in case of non-
compliance, it will be com-
pelled to take necessary steps
against the officials concerned. 

“If the directions are not
complied with, we shall be
compelled to take such steps as
necessary against the Union
Home Secretary and Chief
Secretaries and Home
Secretaries of respective State
governments,” said the bench,

also comprising Justices
Vikram Nath and Sanjay Karol,
on February 21.  

The SC had in 2020 direct-
ed installation of CCTV cam-
eras and recording equipment
at the offices of investigating
agencies, including the Central
Bureau of Investigation, the
Enforcement Directorate and
National Investigation Agency,
which conduct interrogations
and have the power of arrest. 

Continued on Page 2
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Even as Congress president
Malikarjun Kharge is mak-

ing assertions about
Opposition unity to form a
Government at the Centre in
2024, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday
attacked the TMC alleging it
was fighting elections in
Meghalaya to ensure the BJP
comes to power in the State,
drawing a sharp reaction from
the Mamata Banerjee-led party.

The remarks by Rahul at
his first election rally in
Shillong came against the back-
drop of the latest comments by
Kharge that his party was in
talks with other Opposition
parties and would lead an

alliance for the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections to come to power at
the Centre. 

Kharge on Wednesday said
the Congress, together with
friendly parties, will form the
Government collectively in
2024.

Slamming the Trinamool
Congress(TMC), Rahul raised
the incidents of “violence and
scams” in West Bengal where it
is in power. He also took on the
BJP alleging it was like a “class
bully” that respects no one as
it thinks that it knows every-
thing.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Senior BJP leader
and former Union Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on
Wednesday said that the
Congress is unable to accept
India’s rising global stature
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s dynamic lead-
ership.
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After three failed attempts to
elect the Mayor in the last

two-and-a-half months since
the MCD polls, Delhi got its
new Mayor and Deputy Mayor
on Wednesday as the election
was held days after the
Supreme Court barred
Lieutenant Governor’s nomi-
nated members from the vot-
ing process in the newly elect-
ed MCD house. 

The result was not a sur-
prise for Delhiites as the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), which
had won a majority in the
MCD poll, came out with fly-
ing colours. The AAP had
emerged as a clear winner in
the December 4 polls, bagging
134 wards and ending the BJP’s
15-year rule in the civic body.
The BJP won 104 wards to fin-
ish second, while the Congress
won nine seats in the 250-
member municipal house.

The AAP’s Shelly Oberoi
won the Mayoral election,
receiving 150 votes as against
BJP candidate Rekha Gupta’s
116. AAP’s Aaley Mohammad
Iqbal won the Deputy Mayor
election by 31 votes.

The earlier elections were

stalled amid ruckus over voting
rights being given to nominat-
ed members. 

While 39-year-old Oberoi’s
election is a significant win for
the ruling AAP, the party is
now faced with the far daunt-
ing task of getting an upper
hand in the Standing
Committee.

Former Delhi University
Assistant Professor Oberoi in
her electoral debut in the
December MCD polls had reg-
istered victory from East Patel
Nagar ward — considered to be
the home turf of former Delhi
BJP chief Adesh Gupta.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal congratulated
the people of Delhi over
Oberoi’s win and hit out at the
BJP, saying the public won and
the “goons” were defeated. 

“Hooliganism has been
defeated, the people of Delhi
won. Congratulations to the
people of Delhi on the election
of Oberoi as the Mayor,”
Kejriwal tweeted. 

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia also
congratulated Oberoi for win-
ning the mayoral election, say-
ing the “goons lost, the public
won.”

The election of Mayor took
place against the backdrop of a
recent Supreme Court order
ruling against voting rights of
10 aldermen appointed by the
LG. The previous meetings
held on January 6 and 24, and
February 6 were adjourned
without electing the Mayor
and Deputy Mayor.

With the election of Mayor,
the office of the special officer
has also come to an end. Special
officer Ashwini Kumar held the
powers of the deliberative wing
between May 22, 2022, and
February 22, 2023.

Continued on P2
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India and Ukraine on
Wednesday reviewed the

current situation in conflict
zone there during telephonic
talks between National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval and
Head of Ukrainian President’s
Office Andriy Yermak.  He
sought New Delhi’s support on
a draft resolution in the United
Nations on peace there.

Yermak’s call to Doval
comes days ahead of the UN
General Assembly (UNGA)
voting on the draft resolution
on Thursday underscoring the
urgency to find lasting peace in
Ukraine, a year after the
Russian military action began
there. 

India, so far, has refrained
from voting against Russia on
the Ukraine issue in the UNGA
and the UNSC.  

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre has written to
States and Union

Territories asking them to
ensure six years as the mini-
mum age of admissions in
Class I. In a letter to State
Governments, the Ministry of
Education said admissions to
grade I classes should be given
to children at the age of six and
above.

As per the NEP 2020, 
“foundational stage” consists of
five years of learning for chil-
dren between the age of three
to eight years, which includes
three years of pre-school edu-
cation and two years of early
primary grade-I and grade-II
classes. “The policy thus pro-
motes seamless learning and
development of children from
pre-school to Class II,” a senior
MoE official said.

Continued on Page 2
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In mounting trouble for Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia,  the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has given sanction to
prosecute him under the
Prevention of Corruption Act
in connection with the
“Feedback Unit” (FBU) for
political intelligence gathering
through a Delhi Government
Department.  

The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs conveyed to
Delhi’s Lieutenant Governor’s
office granting of sanction to
prosecute Sisodia under
Section 17 of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 (powers
to police for investigating a
public servant). 

Sisodia took to Twitter to
hit out at the Centre’s move
describing it as “cowardly” act.
“Filing false cases against your
rivals is a sign of a weak and
cowardly person. The more
AAP will grow, the more cases
will be filed against us,” he said
in a tweet in Hindi. 

Continued on Page 2
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Uttar Pradesh Finance
Minister Suresh Khanna

on Wednesday presented the
annual budget for the financial
year 2023-24 and highlighted
the 16.8% growth in the state’s
GDP. It was the second budget
for the Yogi Adityanath 2.0 gov-
ernment after the BJP, led by
him, was re-elected in March
last year.

“The state has recorded a
16.8% increase in the GDP,
which is higher than the
national growth rate,” Khanna
said in his budget speech. He
said the unemployment rate,
which was 14.4% before 2017,
has come down to 4.2per cent.   

In his speech, the finance
minister made several
announcements. As expected,
the annual budget of Rs
6,90,242.43 was the biggest in
the state’s history with focus on
infrastructure development,
welfare schemes and empower-
ment of youths and women in
the state. This budget assumes
significance and is an opportu-
nity for the Yogi government to

woo different sections of the
society, including, youths,
women, farmers and deprived
classes, because of the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections slated
for April-May 2024.  At a high-
level meeting recently, Yogi
Adityanath had indicated that
the budget would be in accor-
dance with the aspirations of 25
crore people of the state.

On May 26, 2022, the state
government had presented the
annual budget of Rs 6.15 lakh
crore while a supplementary
budget of Rs 33,769.55 crore
was presented on December 5,
2022, taking the total size of the
state budget in 2022-2023 to Rs
6.50 lakh crore.

For students, the govern-
ment has allotted Rs 3,600
crore for the provision of tablets
and smartphones to eligible
students under the Swami
Vivekananda Youth
Empowerment Scheme.
Additionally, there is a sum of
Rs 1,050 crore under the Chief
Minister Kanya Sumangala
Yojana, which offers financial
assistance to guardians or par-
ents of two girl children in one

family. Further, there is a sum
of Rs 4,032 crore for destitute
widows, Rs 600 crore for
Samuhik Vivah Yojana for girls
of all classes, and Rs 150 crore
under the marriage grant
scheme for daughters of poor
people belonging to other
backward classes.

An outlay of Rs 21,159
crore has been announced for
the construction of roads &
bridges while Rs 6,209 crore for
maintenance. A sum of Rs
3,473 crore has been proposed
for the work of bridges and
roads for agricultural market-
ing facilities while Rs 1,525
crore for roads in rural areas.

Besides, a sum of Rs 1,700
crore has been proposed for the
construction of railway over-
head bridges and Rs 1,850
crore for other bridges. A sum
of Rs 2,588 crore has also been
proposed for widening/
strengthening and new works
of state highways.With religious
tourism in mind, there are
proposals of Rs 1,000 crore for
the development of
‘Dharmarth Marg’ (roads to
religious places). 
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Like subsidence-hit
Joshimath, villagers of

Paingadh village in Chamoli
district of Uttarakhand have
also been forced to leave their
houses due to landslides and
cracks appearing in their
accommodations. The hapless
villagers are taking shelter in
relief camps, tin sheds and
even schools.

More than 40 families of
the village, which is among the
oldest settlements on the bank
of the Pindar River near Tharali
on the Karnaparayag-Almora
National Highway, have
become homeless and are liv-
ing like refugees.

There are over 90 families
in the village living there for
generations.  The problem of
landslides began in the village
in 2013 with the Kedarnath dis-
aster, but the matter worsened
in October 2021 when cracks
began to appear in fields above
the village.  

"The cracks were small
initially and in a year's time,
they widened into holes,"
Gopal Dutt, a villager, said. On

October 21 last year, a landslide
occurred at around same place
where cracks had appeared
and huge boulders fell on hous-
es, killing four people.

The rubble of this land-
slide has affected almost half of
the village and people who
used to live in the zone have
had to leave their homes and
take shelter elsewhere, he said.

Some of the affected fam-
ilies have taken shelter in the
houses of relatives, while oth-
ers have shifted to a school
building in the village.   The
only government primary
school of the village has been
turned into a relief camp, forc-
ing authorities to hold the
classes in the junior high school
building about one kilometer
away.

Children aged between 5-
11 years have to walk to their
school and also cross a stream
on the way. "There is no pro-
posal yet to resume classes in
the primary school building.
Something definitive about it
can be said only after the dis-
trict administration makes a
rehabilitation policy for the vil-
lage," Education Officer of

Tharali block, Adarsh Kumar
told PTI.Meanwhile, Chamoli
District Disaster Management
Officer N K Joshi said a tin
shed is being built in a secure
location where affected people
of the village will be shifted.

However, a villager,
Surendra Lal, alleged the shed
is being built near a pine for-
est where there is no water or
electricity supply. One cannot
go on foot to place which can
also pose a danger to lives dur-
ing summer when pine leaves
easily catch fire, Lal said. Dutt
said government was request-
ed to give readymade or prefab-
ricated houses to affected, but
no progress has been made.
The affected families were
given Rs 5,000 as disaster relief
by government four months
ago.             

"Geological scientists also
conducted a survey of the vil-
lage after the landslide, but no
one knows what came out of it,"
Surendra Lal said. Jagmohan
Singh Gadiya, who retired
from Army and lives in land-
slide-affected zone, said, "I
now regret my pledge not to
migrate from my village".
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said it will take

a call on listing a plea for allow-
ing Muslim girl students to sit
for examinations in Karnataka
Government schools while
wearing the hijab.

Following the SC’s split
verdict on the issue of ban on
wearing the Islamic headscarf
in educational institutions in
Karnataka, girls in hijab are not
being permitted to take exams
to begin from March 9, a bench
headed by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud was told. 

“They are wearing head-
scarf. If they are wearing head-
scarf they are not allowed
inside the examination hall.
Only on that limited aspect, the
court may consider listing it on
Monday or Friday,” said lawyer
Shadan Farasat. 

He told the bench, also
comprising Justice P S
Narasimha that a few girls
have moved to private institu-
tions because of the prohibition
on wearing hijab but have to
take their exams in

Government institutions. They
risk losing another year if not
permitted, he said.  “I will take
a call,” the CJI said. 

Due to the split verdict, the
High Court’s judgment still
holds. The split verdict on
October 13 last year held off a
permanent resolution to the
hijab row as both judges sug-
gested placing the matter before
a larger bench for adjudication. 

The top court had said last
month it will consider setting
up a three-judge bench to adju-
dicate the case related to the
ban on wearing the Muslim
headgear in Karnataka
Government schools.  
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From Page1
Senior advocate Siddhartha Dave, who has been appointed

amicus curiae (friend of court) in the matter, submitted that 25
States and Union Territories were yet to file compliance reports
in terms of the earlier directions which had initially set a dead-
line of six weeks for putting in place CCTVs in police stations
across the country.  The Centre informed the court that CCTVs
will be installed at the CBI headquarters here as well as its branch
offices by the end of next month and that all offices of the
Narcotics Control Bureau, Serious Frauds Investigation Office
and Directorate of Revenue Intelligence have already complied
with the directive. 

The Centre also said procurement of CCTVs for NIA estab-
lishments has been approved and the exercise will be conclud-
ed by the end of this year.  It sought time till May for installa-
tion of the remaining CCTVs at the Enforcement Directorate.
As far as police stations in Delhi are concerned, the Centre
informed, there was a requirement of over 2,000 more CCTVs
and currently 1,941 CCTVs needed to be upgraded. 

In December 2020, a bench headed by Justice RF Nariman,
while dealing with a matter related to custodial torture, had direct-

ed the Centre to install
CCTV cameras and record-
ing equipment at the offices
of investigating agencies. It
had directed the States and
Union Territories to ensure
CCTV cameras are installed
at each and every police sta-
tion, at all entry and exit
points, main gate, lock-ups,
corridors, lobby and recep-
tion as also areas outside the
lock-up rooms so that no
part is left uncovered. 

While passing the direc-
tion, the apex court had
taken note of a 2017 case in
which it had ordered instal-
lation of CCTV cameras in
all the police stations to
check human right abuses,
videography of crime scene
and setting up of a Central
Oversight Committee. 

From Page1
“You know the history of

the TMC — the violence and
scams that take place in West
Bengal. You are aware of their
tradition. They spent a huge
amount of money in Goa
(polls) and the idea was to help
the BJP. That is exactly the idea
in Meghalaya. The TMC’s idea
in Meghalaya is to ensure that
the BJP is strengthened and
come to power,” he claimed.
Assembly elections in
Meghalaya are due to be held
on February 27.

Senior TMC leader
Abhishek Banerjee hit back at
Rahul saying the “irrelevance
and incompetence” of the
Congress had put them in a
state of delirium. Abhishek,
who is the TMC’s national
general secretary, said the
Gandhi scion must revisit the
politics of vanity instead of
attacking Bengal’s ruling party.

“Congress has failed to
resist BJP. Their (Congress)
irrelevance, incompetence &
insecurity has put them in a
state of delirium. I urge Rahul
Gandhi to revisit their politics
of vanity instead of attacking
us. Our growth isn’t driven by
money; it is people’s love that
propels us,” he said in a series
of tweets.

“By the same logic, when
Congress contested 92 seats in
Bengal Elections in 2021, was
it their idea to help the BJP?
Rahul Gandhi’s statements
against TMC is pretty rich,
especially coming from a party
that has lost 40 out of the last
45 Assembly Elections in
India,” he added. Mamata

sought the ouster of both the
BJP and the Congress which
have been in power in
Meghalaya for many years but
have also been denying people
of the state of their rights to
development.

“They (BJP and Congress)
were in power for so many
years but could not even build
roads in Meghalaya. No med-
ical colleges, no good roads,
and no system for healthcare
facilities were developed. There
was no development but only
scandals,” she said, urging the
huge crowd at a poll rally in
western Meghalaya to vote for
her party.

The BJP, meanwhile, cited
differences between different
opposition parties to make
light of the prospect of their
alliance ahead of next year’s
Lok Sabha polls. Addressing an
election rally in Dimapur in
Nagaland on Tuesday, Kharge
asserted that a coalition gov-
ernment led by the Congress
will form the next government
at the Centre in 2024.

“A Congress-led alliance
will come to power at the
Centre. We are in talks with
other parties. The BJP will not
get a majority...All other parties
together will. We will follow the
Constitution and democracy...
Let 100 Modis or Shahs come.
This is India and the
Constitution is very strong,” he
asserted.

On Wednesday, Kharge
again spoke about the prospects
of the Congress and other
Opposition parties stitching
an alliance to take on the BJP.
Kharge said the Congress,
together with friendly parties,
will form the government col-
lectively in 2024.

From Page1
Also, Doval had held one-

on-one talks with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in
Moscow earlier this month.
New Delhi has all along main-
tained that diplomacy and dia-
logue is the way forward to end
the conflict.

As regards talks between
Doval and Yermak, Ukraine
also asserted that cooperation
with India was very important,
a Ukrainian statement said.

Yermak briefed Doval
about the current situation at
the front, in particular about
the “extremely difficult
defense” of the city of Bakhmut
in the Donetsk region. “We
know that Russia is preparing
certain offensive actions, and
we are preparing to respond.”

“ The Russian army is very
unmotivated, while Ukrainian
warriors are showing extraor-
dinary bravery and resilience. 

“We will not stop until we
liberate all our territories. We
only need weapons,” Yermak
said. Yermak said Ukraine
continues to fight on the bat-
tlefield, but at the same time
has proposed a peace plan —
a ten-point peace formula —
that provides comprehensive
answers to the question of
what needs to be done to end
the war in a sustainable and
just manner. “The draft reso-

lution on support for the prin-
ciples of the UN Charter,
which form the basis of the
Ukrainian Peace Formula, will
be considered by the UN
General Assembly on February
23. The document is based on
such fundamental principles as
the sovereignty, independence
and territorial integrity of
states within internationally
recognised borders,” the state-
ment said.

Yermak said Ukraine is
interested in the broadest pos-
sible support for the resolution,
in particular from the coun-
tries of the Global South.

“Cooperation with India is
very important to us. We
believe that you will support
our resolution, as it contains
very correct wording on the
inviolability of borders and ter-
ritorial integrity.

Our goals are transparent
and clear: We do not claim a
single centimeter of Russian
territory, we just want to get
ours back,” he said.

The Head of the
President’s Office emphasised
the importance of forming a
new effective security system
in the world to replace the inef-
fective one that existed until
February 24, 2022, the state-
ment said.

“This resolution is funda-
mental for us because it

restores respect for interna-
tional law and the UN Charter
in the world. It is very impor-
tant to protect the territorial
integrity of any state in the
world in order to prevent any
attempts by one country to
appropriate the territory of
another one in the future,” he
said.

Yermak said he believes
these principles are shared by
India and the majority of coun-
tries of the world.  Ukraine
welcomes any initiative that
gives a chance to end the war
and restore the territorial
integrity of our country, but
these should not be partial
temporary solutions such as a
ceasefire, but a complete with-
drawal of Russian troops from
Ukrainian territory, the state-
ment said.

Otherwise, peace will be
unstable, and this is unac-
ceptable for Ukraine, it added.

“We are absolutely con-
vinced that the war can and
should be ended this year so
that the anniversary of the
beginning of the full-scale
invasion will be the first and
last in our history,” Yermak
said.

The two sides agreed to
maintain close contact on the
eve of the UN General
Assembly vote, the statement
said.

From Page1
On the other hand, the

Delhi BJP and the Congress
demanded that the CBI imme-
diately arrest Sisodia in an
alleged case of snooping, and
also probe the role of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal in it. 

Earlier, Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena approved
the CBI’s request for the pros-
ecution of Sisodia and forward-
ed the request to the Home
Ministry.

Sisodia is already facing a
CBI case for alleged favours
extended to liquor traders in
the formulation of now-
scrapped Delhi Excise policy of
2021-22. He is to appear before
the probe agency on February
26.

The MHA letter sanction-
ing Sisodia’s prosecution came
on February 17.   The move
comes after the CBI had said it
found during its preliminary
inquiry that the Feedback Unit
(FBU), set up by the Delhi
Government to check corrup-

tion, allegedly collected “polit-
ical intelligence” and the
agency recommended that an
FIR be registered against
Sisodia.

The Kejriwal Government
dispensation had proposed set-
ting up the FBU in 2015 to
gather relevant information
and actionable feedback
regarding the working of the
various departments and
autonomous bodies, institu-
tions and entities falling under
the jurisdiction of the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD) and also to do “trap
cases”, the CBI said. The unit
started functioning in 2016
with a provision of Rs 1 crore
for secret service expenditure,
it said.

The CBI  alleged that
Kejriwal moved the proposal in
a Cabinet meeting in 2015, but
no agenda note was circulated.
No sanction from the
Lieutenant Governor was taken
for appointments in the FBU,

it claimed.  
“The Feedback Unit, in

addition to collecting the man-
dated information, also collect-
ed political intelligence/intelli-
gence qua miscellaneous
issues,” the CBI said in its pre-
liminary inquiry report.

The CBI registered the
preliminary inquiry on a refer-
ence from the Delhi
Government’s vigilance depart-
ment, which had allegedly
detected irregularities in the
FBU.  Prima facie, the CBI
noted, there was deliberate
violation of rules, guidelines
and circulars by “delinquent
public servants”.

“The nature of violations
committed is inherently dis-
honest and as such materials
disclose abuse of official posi-
tion with dishonest intention
by concerned public servants
Manish Sisodia, Dy. CM and
Sukesh Kumar Jain, the then
Secretary (Vigilance),” the
report claimed.

From Page1
Soon after the results were

announced in the MCD
House, AAP councillors
offered sweets to the newly
elected Mayor while women
councillors were seen jostling
on the dais to take a selfie with
her, as other members flashed
victory signs.

Oberoi said the AAP-led
municipal corporation will
carry out an inspection of
landfill sites in the next three
days and also work to deliver
the party’s 10 “guarantees”
promised to people before the
MCD polls.

“The 10 guarantees
Kejriwal has given to people,
and the dreams that he has
foreseen for Delhi, we will
work on them,” the AAP leader
said, when asked what will be
her priorities as a Mayor.   

The Mayor thanked
Kejriwal, Sisodia, and the peo-
ple of Delhi. She also thanked
Delhi Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena.   “My thanks are due
also to the Supreme Court,
because of whose order the
mayor election was held today
peacefully,” Oberoi said.   “I will
give the best in my term,
under the leadership of
Kejriwal. 

Work will officially begin
in Delhi from tomorrow
onwards, and inspection of
landfill sites will be done in the
next three months,” she said.

Oberoi, in another interac-
tion with mediapersons later,
said, “‘Gundagardi’ (hooligan-
ism) has lost, and truth has
won today. People of Delhi
have won. It is a victory of

democracy and of the
Constitution”.  Iqbal defeated
the BJP’s Kaml Bagri. Soon
after being elected, he told
reporters “80 days have been
lost so far” as the election
couldn’t be held earlier. 

“In the coming days, we
will strive to cover up for the
loss of these 80 days. And, then
we will work round-the-clock
to make Delhi a better place,
and help realise the dreams
that Kejriwal has dreamt for
the city,” he said. 

While the Mayor is the
nominal head of the civic
body, it is the Standing
Committee which has execu-
tive powers. A Mayor’s powers
are limited to calling special
meetings of the House, declar-
ing quorum for the House to
convene sittings, and disqual-
ifying members if they do not
furnish details of their assets. 

Powers to grant financial
approval to projects, discus-
sions related to and the final-
isation of policies to be imple-
mented, appoint sub-commit-
tees (on issues such as educa-
tion, environment, parking
etc) and form regulations are
under the ambit of the
Standing Committee, which
has 18 members. 

While six members of this
committee will be elected on
Wednesday by Councillors,
the remaining 12 will be elect-
ed by Ward Committees later.

The Committee has a
chairperson and a deputy
chairperson, who is elected
from among its members.
Having a clear majority in the
Committee is crucial for any
political party to have control
of the policy and financial
decisions of the Corporation.
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Bhubaneswar: Amid the BJP's
raucous demands for a CBI
probe into the murder of
Odisha minister Naba Kishore
Das, Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Wednesday pulled
a rabbit out of the hat, stating
he has asked the Centre to get
FBI's analysis of the self-con-
fessed killer's behaviour.

The CM assured the
assembly that the Odisha
Crime Branch investigation
into the case was being per-
formed transparanetly.

The assembly was
adjourned for an hour after
members of the BJP and the
Congress created a ruckus in
the House, demanding a CBI
probe into the murder of
Das.They also sought a discus-
sion on the matter, but Speaker
B K Arukha did not allow it,
leading to the din in the House.

As soon as the House re-
assembly at 11.30 am, Patnaik
said, “We have requested the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India to facil-
itate an evaluation of the
behaviour of the accused by the
Behavioral Support Unit of
the FBI of the United States of
America.”  Patnaik also said
that the investigation undertak-
en by the Crime Branch of the
Odisha Police was on track. “I
want to reassure the House that
no stone will be left unturned
in ensuring a full, fair and open
investigation in the case with
the assistance of the best foren-
sic experts in India and
abroad,” the CM said.
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From Page1
This can only be done by

ensuring accessibility to three
years of quality pre-school edu-
cation for all children studying
in Anganwadis or Government,
Government-aided, private and
NGO-run preschool centers,” a
senior MoE official said.

“The Ministry has direct-
ed State Governments and UT
administrations to align their

age to admission with the pol-
icy and provide admission to
Class I at the age of six years
and above,” the official added.   

The Supreme Court had
last year observed that children
should not be sent to schools at
a very young age keeping in
mind their psychological and
mental health.

The MoE officials said the
most important factor at the
foundational stage is the avail-
ability of qualified teachers
who are especially trained in

the age and developmentally-
appropriate curriculum and
pedagogy. The Ministry has
also advised states to initiate the
process of designing and run-
ning a two-year diploma in pre-
school education course.

“The course is expected to
be designed by the State
Council of Educational
Research and Training  and run
or implemented through
District Institute of Education
and Training under supervision
and hold of SCERTs,” he said.
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Reacting to her victory,
newly-elected Mayor Dr

Shelly Oberoi on Wednesday
said, “Democracy has won,
Delhi has won”. Minutes after
taking charge, she told the
House, "We have to work
together to fulfil the aspirations
of the people."

In a statement Dr. Oberoi
expressed gratitude to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, mem-
bers of the AAP and the
Councillors, MLAs, MPs who
supported her candidacy and
Lieutenant- Governor VK
Saxena.

Oberoi also acknowledged
the role of the Supreme Court
in ensuring a peaceful election,
saying, "I am also very grateful
to the Supreme Court of India
and the Chief Justice of India
as it is due to their order that
a peaceful election could be
conducted in the MCD today
and I have been presented this
opportunity to be elected as the
Mayor of Delhi."

She went on to describe her
win as a victory for the people

of Delhi and for the democra-
tic process of the country.
"Today's election result also
proves that 'gundagardi' that
had been prevailing in the
MCD in the last few days has
been defeated and it is the vic-
tory of truth," she said.

The previous meetings
held on January 6 and 24, and
February 6 were adjourned
without electing the Mayor
and Deputy Mayor.

A former Assistant
Professor at Delhi University,
she is more known for her aca-
demic laurels, but she tasted
success in electoral debut in the
December MCD polls from
East Patel Nagar ward -- con-
sidered the home turf of former
Delhi BJP chief Adesh Gupta.
Talking about her political
foray and subsequent win, she
added, "My family is proud of
it. I am from academics and all
my professors are proud of me.
But expectations are also very
high. Everyone is happy and
there is a lot of responsibility on
me." While addressing a Press
conference, Oberai fielded a
few questions before moving
back to the House to Chair the
conduct of the election for the

Deputy Mayor of Delhi.
"The 10 guarantees that

CM Arvind Kejriwal has given
to people, and the dreams that
he has seen for Delhi, we will
work on them," the AAP leader
said, when asked what her pri-
orities would be as a Mayor.

"I will give the best in my
term, under the leadership of
Arvind Kejriwal. Work will
officially begin in Delhi from
tomorrow onwards, and
inspection of landfill sites will
be done in the next three
months," she said.

The AAP’s Aaley
Mohammad Iqbal who was
elected the Deputy Mayor of
Delhi, defeating the BJP's

Kamal Bagri by a margin of 31
votes, said he is committed to
the people of Delhi and will
work for their betterment. Iqbal
bagged 147 votes against Bagri's
116. The voting was held at the
Civic Centre.

"We know that 80 days
have been wasted by BJP but we
will cover this in eight days. We
have a lot of work to do and ful-
filling the 10 guarantees by the
Delhi Chief Minister will be
our priority. We are committed
to the people of Delhi and will
work for the betterment of
people and very soon that will
be visible on the ground," Iqbal
said after the results were
announced.
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In a major embarrassment to
Delhi BJP, East Delhi MP

Gautam Gambhir could not
turn up in time to cast his vote
for the election of Deputy
Mayor in the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
House on Wednesday.

An aide of the cricketer-
turned-parliamentarian said
that he had left the civic cen-
tre, after casting his vote for the
Mayor's election, to attend a
medical emergency in his fam-
ily.

"He had informed the

newly-elected Mayor about the
situation faced by him and
sought time till 4.30 PM to turn
up for voting in the Deputy
Mayor’s election. But, by the
time he returned after visiting
his relative in a hospital, the
time for voting was over," said
Gambhir's aide.

The elected representa-
tives, including seven Lok
Sabha and three Rajya Sabha
MPs from Delhi, as well as 14
MLAs nominated by the
Assembly speaker, can vote in
the election for office bearers of
the deliberative wing of the
MCD.
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Husband of Congress
Councillor Sheetal

Chaudhary, who voted in the
Delhi MCD mayoral polls
against her party's directive
on Wednesday, defended her
decision to exercise her fran-
chise. The Congress had
announced earlier that all of its
nine Councillors would abstain
from voting in the polls.
Declaring the poll results, pre-
siding officer and BJP
Councillor  Satya Sharma
announced the names of eight
Councillors who were absent
from the voting process. All
these Councillors were from
the Congress.

Asked if Sheetal supported
the BJP’s Mayor candidate, her
husband Ved Pal said, “The
Congress had decided to
abstain from voting around two
months ago. The party did not
issue any fresh guideline on not

participating in voting for the
polls.”

He further said all
Councillors and parties should
participate in such voting exer-
cises for the development of
their respective wards.  There
was no comment from the
Congress Councillor on the
development.

Earlier in the day, Delhi
Congress chief Anil Chaudhary
said they have learnt that one
party Councillor had partici-
pated in the voting, and that
they were trying to identify that
person. 
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A33-year-old woman, who
had locked herself and her

minor son for three years in
their rented house in
Chakkarpur area here to avoid
Covid-19, was brought out of
confinement on Tuesday by a
team of officials. A team of
police, health department offi-
cials and members of the child
welfare department broke open
the main door of the house and
rescued Munmun Majhi and
her 10-year-old son, they said.
The mother-son duo was
rushed to the civil hospital here.

“The woman has some
psychological issues. Both of
them are referred to PGI,

Rohtak where they are admit-
ted to psychiatric ward for
treatment,” said Dr Virender
Yadav, Civil Surgeon,
Gurugram.

The matter came to light
on February 17 when
Munmun's husband Sujan
Majhi, who is an engineer with
a private company, approached
assistant sub-inspector Praveen
Kumar deployed at
Chakkarpur police post.

During the three years of
confinement with her son, the
woman did not allow even her
husband into the house after he
stepped out to go to office
when restrictions eased after
the first lockdown in 2020,
police said.

Sujan spent the first few

days with friends and relatives
and after failing to persuade his
wife, he started to stay in
another rented accommoda-
tion in the same locality.

Sujan said that video calls
were the only way to stay in
touch with his wife and son. He
would pay the monthly rent of
the house, clear the electricity
bills, deposit his son's school
fees, buy groceries and vegeta-
bles and even leave the bags of
ration outside the main door.

“Initially, I didn't believe
Sujan's claims, but when he
made me talk to his wife and
son over a video call, I inter-
vened in the matter. The house
where the woman was living
had accumulated so much filth
and garbage that if a few more

days had passed, anything
untoward could have hap-
pened,” ASI Kumar said.

The woman's son had not
even seen the sun in the last
three years, Kumar said, adding
that she did not even use cook-
ing gas and storage water dur-

ing these three years in fear of
Covid.  Sujan was over-
whelmed to have his wife and
son after three years, and
thanked the police.  "Now they
are being treated and I hope my
life will be back on track soon,”
he said.
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The Delhi BJP on
Wednesday demanded that

the CBI immediately arrest
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia in an alleged case of
snooping, and also probe the
role of Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in it.

The people of Delhi "wel-
come" the sanction accorded to
the CBI to prosecute Sisodia in
a case related to alleged col-
lection of "political intelli-
gence" through a city govern-
ment department, Delhi BJP
working president Virendra
Sachdeva said. "We demand
that the CBI immediately arrest
Sisodia and the real accused of
the snoopgate Arvind Kejriwal
should also be probed," he
said.

Sachdeva said that this
case is not a simple corruption

case but a serious matter relat-
ed to national security. Delhi is
the capital of the country and
the AAP is sitting in Delhi is
spying on the central govern-
ment, LG House, other politi-
cal parties and media houses.
He demanded that the CBI reg-
ister a case under serious sec-
tions and arrest Sisodia at the
earliest.

Sachdeva said that Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal is
clearly involved in this whole
matter. The F.B.U. instead of
presenting the related agenda
in the cabinet, all the reports of

this espionage were given to
Kejriwal only. He said that BJP
demands that Chief Minister
Kejriwal should also be inves-
tigated in this case because
Arvind Kejriwal is also direct-
ly or indirectly involved in
this matter.

Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly, Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri said that both Sisodia
an Kejriwal should be arrested
in the case. “It is strange that
both AAP leaders have not
been arrested so far despite
plethora of evidence and cor-
ruption cases,” he said. Bidhuri
said that Satyendra Jain is still
holding the portfolio despite in
jail. Now several cases have
been lodged against Sisodia but
he is still number two in the
Delhi government. Kejriwal
made a mockery of democra-
cy,” he added.

Delhi BJP leader Harish

Khurana said that since 2015
BJP has been raising this mat-
ter. Crores of rupees were
transferred in the name of
Secret Service Fund, but till
date no one knows what hap-
pened to that money. CBI
should also investigate this.
He said that at that time over
700 people were spied on,
including leaders of political
parties, some officials, media
houses.

The Centre has cleared the
way for registering a new case
against the AAP leader by giv-
ing sanction for prosecution to
the CBI.  The Union Ministry
of Home Affairs conveyed to
Delhi's Lt Governor's office
granting of sanction to prose-
cute Sisodia under Section 17
of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 (powers
to police for investigating a
public servant).
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Delhi Chief  Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and Lt

Governor VK Saxena once
again took to social media to
engage themselves into verbal
duel over a meeting of the lat-
ter with Delhi Police Deputy
Commissioners.  While
Kejriwal mentioned "it felt
good to know that the LG
finally held a meeting over
law and order", Saxena retort-
ed by remarking, "Hope you
will also learn."

Kejriwal alleged that law
and order situation in the
national Capital has "deterio-
rated" in the past one year,
maintaining the period of
incumbent L-G since he took

over at the Raj Niwas. "It felt
good to know that the L-G
finally held a meeting over
law and order. The L-G
should pay attention on law
and order and hold such
meetings frequently," the AAP
convenor said in a tweet in
Hindi.

Saxena on Tuesday
addressed a DCPs' conference
at the Delhi Police headquar-
ters where he said the recent
Kanjhawla hit-and-drag inci-
dent and the Shraddha
Walkar murder case exhibit a
"glaring lacuna" in policing at
the field level.  The LG flagged
a host of other issues, includ-
ing corruption, high-hand-
edness of police and investi-
gation loopholes.

Replying to Kejriwal's
tweet, the L-G said that a gen-
uine mix of praise and con-
demnation of the police is
part of his inclusive-impartial
working style.

"The chief minister will be
glad to know that I review law
and order situation with the
commissioner of

police/Special Commissioners
every week. The Delhi Police
is doing a praiseworthy job
despite challenges. 

Desired praise and con-
demnation of the police is a
part of my inclusive-impartial
working style. 

Hope you will also learn,"
the LG tweeted in Hindi.
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More than 500 kilo-
grammes of cannabis

brought from Odisha to be
smuggled into the National
Capital Region has been seized
by the police in Uttar Pradesh's
Greater Noida. According to
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Greater Noida) Saad
Miya Khan, the consignment is
pegged worth more than Rs 1
crore in black market and two
persons have also been arrest-
ed in connection with the case.

Khan said the police have
been continuously targeting
gangs and people involved in
drug trafficking and narcotics

smuggling.
"Some gangs have been

busted in the past also and in
one such case in which around
500 kilogrammes of cannabis
was seized, a suspect identified
as Ratan Singh, who is a native
of Hapur district, was abscond-
ing and a reward also
announced on his arrest," Khan
said.

"Today, a consignment of
the same Ratan Singh has been
seized by the officials of the

Knowledge Park police sta-
tion and the SWAT team. The
total recovery is 539 kilo-
grammes of cannabis which
was concealed in a canter
truck," the DCP said.

Besides Ratan Singh, a per-
son identified as Sadashiv
Mishra, who hails from
Ganjam district in Odisha, has
also been arrested, the officer
said.

Khan said the estimated
value of the seized cannabis is
worth more than Rs 1 crore,
and the consignment had start-
ed from Ganjam in Odisha and
was meant to be smuggled in
Noida and other parts of the
NCR.
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The Delhi High Court
Wednesday refused to stay

the operation of a letter issued
by the Land and Development
Office, Minister of Housing
and Urban Affairs, which
“absolves” the Delhi Waqf
Board from all matters per-
taining to 123 properties in the
national Capital. A Single-
Judge Bench of Justice Manoj
Kumar Ohri asked the board to
file a “substantive” petition
and “urge their grounds”. The
High Court, however, did not
dismiss the stay application
and kept it pending, listing it
along with the main plea, list-
ed on August 4.

“You file a fresh substantive
petition to challenge the
Centre's February 8 letter,” the
Judge told the counsel for the
Board and listed the application
along with the pending petition
on August 4.

The Land and
Development Office (L&DO)
of the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (HUA) recently
decided to take over 123 prop-
erties of the Delhi Waqf Board,
including mosques, dargah and
graveyards, based on the report
of a two-member committee.

Board chairman
Amanatullah Khan has said the
report of the committee was
not shared with the board,
and added that a case chal-
lenging its formation was
already pending in the high
court. The deputy L&DO, in a
letter to Khan on February 8,
had informed about the deci-
sion to absolve the Delhi Waqf
Board from all matters related
to the 123 properties based on
the two-member committee
report.

During the hearing in the
high court, senior advocate
Rahul Mehra, representing the
board, contended that the
Centre has no source of power
to absolve the board from the
properties.

He said these properties
were clearly demarcated

through four surveys conduct-
ed in 1970, 1974, 1976 and
1984 and were later assented by
the President that they were
waqf properties.

Mehra said under the
statutory scheme, there is no
concept of central or state gov-
ernment to absolve the prop-
erties from the board.

Additional Solicitor
General Chetan Sharma, rep-
resenting the Centre, opposed
the plea saying the challenge to
the letter by way of this appli-
cation was totally beyond the
scope of the pending petition.

The board's counsel urged
the court to grant interim pro-
tection till filing of a fresh peti-
tion. The judge said, “What
prevents you from filing the
petition today. File it and it will
be listed soon.”
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The Delhi government will
construct 22 MGD Sewer

Pumping Stations (SPSs) and
15 MGD STPs at Jindpur in
Narela Assembly constituency
and 9 MGD SPSs at Hiranki.
This project will benefit about
4.17 lakh people of 40 unau-
thorised colonies and 14 vil-
lages of Narela and Burari.
After meeting with the Delhi
Jal Board and other stakehold-
ers, Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Shri Manish Sisodia
informed that a 15 MGD
capacity STP will be con-
structed in Jindpur by the DJB.

After the commissioning of
this STP equipped with mod-
ern technology, the Biological
Oxidation Demand (BOD)
level of the sewage water will be
purified and brought up to 10.
Along with this, emphasis will
be laid on the reuse of treated
water from this STP. The treat-
ed water coming from the STP
will not only help in cleaning
the Yamuna but is also useful
for other activities as well. This
can be used for purposes like
horticulture and rejuvenation
of Delhi's lakes, etc. to meet the
growing demand for potable
water.

Sisodia said that after the
commissioning of the STP
equipped with modern tech-
nology to be built in Jindpur,
the Biological Oxidation
Demand (BOD) of the pollut-
ed water will be purified and
brought up to 10.

“Due to this, about 12.45
MGD of sewer water will get
purified and fall into Yamuna.
Actually, the biochemical oxy-
gen demand (BOD) of sewer
water is up to 250. The sewer-
age water is treated and brought
up to 10. After this, it is released
into the drain. Two things are
seen in the treated sewer water.
The first is BOD and the sec-
ond is COD. BOD is the
amount of oxygen that is con-
sumed by bacteria decompos-
ing organic matter under aer-
obic conditions,” he said.

The Delhi government has
decided to construct 22 MGD
SPS in Jindpur and 9 MGD SPS
in Hiranki to pump sewer
water to STP. Sewage Pumping
Station (SPS) will play an
important role in making the
water reach the STP from the
houses which are connected to
the internal sewer line. The
sewerage will be sent to STP
through the motor pump in
SPS.
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Ametropolitan court on
Wednesday remanded

Sahil Gehlot, accused of killing
his wife Nikki Yadav and stuff-
ing her body into a fridge, in
12-day judicial custody.
Meanwhile, the Delhi Police
have invoked fresh charges
against Sahil and others in the
case, his lawyer said.

Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Archana Beniwal
passed the order for sending
Sahil to jail.   Sahil along with
five other co-accused will now
be produced in court on March
6. Sahil’s father, two cousins

and two friends were also
arrested in the case.

DS Kumar, the counsel for
Sahil, said while the FIR was
initially registered under
Sections 302 (murder) and 201
(causing disappearance of evi-
dence of offence, or giving
false information to screen
offender) of the IPC, police
have now invoked Sections
120 B (criminal conspiracy), 34
(common intention), 202
(intentional omission to give
information of offence by per-
son bound to inform) and 212
(harbouring offender) of the
penal code.

Earlier on Monday, a court

had extended the police cus-
tody of Sahil  (24) by two days,
while other five co-accused
were remanded in 14-day judi-
cial custody. Shahil allegedly
killed Nikki , stuffed her body
inside a refrigerator at his
dhaba in southwest Delhi, and
went off to marry another
woman. The incident had come
to light on February 14,
Valentine's Day, four days after
the crime. During the investi-
gation, it came to light that
Sahil had secretly married
Yadav in October 2020 and the
victim was asking the accused
to get social sanction for the
marriage, according to police.
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As situation continues to be
tense at the Line of Actual

Control (LAC) in Ladakh,
India and China on Wednesday
held diplomatic-level talks to
find ways to hasten the process
of restoring peace there. 

The two sides have held
multiple rounds of talks at the
military and diplomatic levels
to ease tension since trouble
erupted at the LAC in Eastern
Ladakh in May 2020.  India and
China have, so far, held 17
rounds of Corps Commander-
level talks since then.

Giving details of the diplo-
matic-level talks under the
aegis of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination on India-
China Border Affairs
(WMCC), the Ministry of
External Affairs said here on
Wednesday the 26th meeting of
the WMCC was held in person
in Beijing. This was the first

WMCC meeting since the 14th
meeting held in July 2019, to be
held in person.

Joint Secretary (East Asia)
from the Ministry of External
Affairs led the Indian delega-
tion. The Chinese delegation
was led by Director General of
the Boundary and Oceanic
Affairs Department of the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

The two sides reviewed
the situation along the LAC in
the Western Sector of India-
China border areas and dis-
cussed proposals for disen-

gagement in the remaining
areas in an open and con-
structive manner, which would
help in restoration of peace and
tranquillity along the LAC in
Western Sector and create con-
ditions for restoration of nor-
malcy in bilateral relations.

To achieve this objective in
accordance with the existing
bilateral agreements and pro-
tocols, they agreed to hold the
next (18th) round of the Senior
Commanders meeting at an
early date. The two sides agreed
to continue talks through mil-
itary and diplomatic channels.
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BJP president J P Nadda  on
Wednesday  maintained

that India under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's lead-
ership  had  “isolated” Pakistan
within  the international comi-
ty and  lifted  the Indian econ-
omy earlier  described as “frag-
ile five” to “top five” in the glob-
al order.

He said in last nine  years
Modi  has been on over 100
“special journeys” and visited
more than 60 countries which
deepened India’s relations with
several countries and “we
established not  only formal but
informal relations too”, he said.

Releasing a book, ‘Modi:
Shaping a Global Order in
Flux’, Nadda said “before our
Government  came to power
no Prime Minister had courage
to visit Israel  and this was only
because of the vote bank poli-
tics.”  He said Prime Minister
Modi gave preference to Indian

interests and strengthened
Indian security ties with Israel
and also visited Palestine”.

The BJP president cited
India's stand on the Russia-
Ukraine war  that took care of
country’s interest. India took a
stand which may not be accept-
able to all countries but is
being appreciated by all that the
country has taken a stand and
stayed with it, he said.

"Unlike the past, India now
does not shy from taking posi-
tions. For a long time, India has

been shying from taking hard
positions. Under Prime
Minister Modi, India on inter-
national issues would take a
stand on complex issues, that
too from positions of strength,"
he said. Nadda said   India
which  earlier used to be called
“fragile five “ with corruption
on a high and Indian security
under threat. “In nine years
India  has completed a journey
under Modi and bringing the
country  among “top five”, he
claimed. 
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Congress on Wednesday hit
out at External Affairs

Minister S Jaishankar, calling
him a "failed" Minister and
alleging that his remarks on the
China issue have "demeaned"
the valour of India's armed
forces. The party also alleged
that foreign policy has been
reduced to photo-ops and a
chest-thumping exercise and is
being used to secure contracts
for a businessman.

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate claimed that
the Foreign Minister had said
that "we are the smaller econ-
omy and China is the bigger
economy and we cannot go and
pick a fight with them". "What
exactly does he mean by saying
this? Is he telling us that we are
not capable of protecting our
territorial sovereignty," she said.

"What he is trying to do by

saying this is essentially 'break
and shake' the confidence of
our Indian economy and
demean the valour of our
armed forces. This is one of the
most blasphemous statements
made by any foreign minister,"
she told reporters.

On Jaishankar's reported
remark that he has been the
longest-serving Indian
Ambassador in China, the
Congress said in that capacity
will he tell when the status
along the Line of Actual
Control will be restored to the
April 2020 position.
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In a first, the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) will

hold its 84th annual Raising
Day event in Naxal-infested
Bastar district of Chhattisgarh.

CRPF is the lead anti-
Naxal Force of the Centre and
majorly deployed in States hit
by ultra-Left violence like
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is likely to be the
chief guest of the event and he
will review the ceremonial
parade at the event to be held
on March 19 at the CRPF
establishment in Jagdalpur,
the district headquarter of
Bastar, officials said.

With a manpower strength
of 3.25 lakh personnel, the
CRPF is designated as the
lead internal security Force
under the Union Home
Ministry operating in three
key theatres Naxalism or Left
Wing Extremism, counter-
insurgency operations in the
Northeast and counter-ter-
rorist operations in Jammu
and Kashmir.

In 2022, the paramilitary
had organised its 83rd
anniversary event in Jammu
following a government direc-
tive to all the paramilitary

forces to hold these events out-
side the national capital.

Located in the southern
part of Chhattisgarh, Bastar is
flanked by Sukma, Dantewada
and Bijapur districts which
have been the hotbed of Naxal
violence. However, sustained
counter-offensives by the secu-
rity forces led by the CRPF
have led to a marked improve-
ment in the security situation
on the ground, according to
government reports.

The celebration of the rais-
ing day event will send a two-
pronged message of area dom-
ination by the Forces and
dwindling morale of the ultras
especially when it will be held
amid the Tactical Counter
Offensive Campaign (TCOC)
by armed Naxals. The TCOC

campaigns have in the past
been marked by violent inci-
dents, the officials said.

The TCOC is undertaken
in March-June, ahead of the
onset of monsoon,  by the
Naxals to strengthen their
cadres and launch major
attacks on security forces as
forests are devoid of green
cover, enabling them to take
advantage of the better visi-
bility for carrying out attacks.

These districts in south
Chhattisgarh remain the "last
bastion" of Maoist dominance
and the CRPF has created
around 15 forward operating
bases (FOBs) or remote oper-
ational camps in the state over
the last three years in order to
strengthen the security grid in
the region, they said. 
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The Union Ministry of Power
has recommended an

inquiry against Member, Delhi
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) for gross
violation of the Tariff Policy of
2016 despite several circu-
lars/advisories from the
Ministry; proved misbehavior;
and acting contrary to the prin-
ciples of judicial and hierarchi-
cal discipline.  The Ministry said
that DERC continues to be vio-
lating statutory provisions and
the tariff policy ignoring sever-
al reminders/circulars/advisory
from the ministry. 

“The DERC was reminded
separately vide letters dated
October 13, 2021 and
November 3, 2021, to comply
with the provisions of the Tariff
Policy and various provisions
under the Act to begin recovery
of outstanding Regulatory
Assets of Rs 7473 crore. which
were approved by the
Commission as per the Tariff
Order for the year 2020-21.
“The Appellate Tribunal for
Electricity in a series of Orders
has given its findings that the
DERC is not performing its
duties in accordance with the
Electricity Act, 2003,” the
Ministry said in a note to Delhi

Lieutenant Governor.
The DERC has withdrawn

its 2018 suggestion that elec-
tricity subsidy be directly cred-
ited to accounts of consumers in
Delhi. This comes weeks after
the state’s power department
wrote to Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, asking that the
subsidy be transferred to peo-
ple in their accounts through
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).
At present, the subsidy for
power bills is given to power
discoms directly by the gov-
ernment. This, in turn, is adjust-
ed against bills that the discoms
— BSES Rajdhani Power
Limited and BSES Yamuna
Power Limited — owe to gov-
ernment agencies for purchas-
ing electricity for distribution. 

The ministry further said
that the cash flow across the
whole value chain of electricity
sector is largely dependent on
the Distribution licensees' finan-
cial health, which in turn is
dependent critically on cost

reflective retail tariff to be deter-
mined by the State
Commissions.

“The Electricity Act, 2003
provides that the tariff should be
cost reflective. Section 61 (g) of
Electricity Act 2003 mandates
that Appropriate Commission
while determining the Tariff
shall be guided by the objective
that the Tariff progressively
reflects the cost of supply of
electricity and also reduces
cross subsidies within a speci-
fied period. The Tariff Policy
2016 also provides for a maxi-
mum of 20% variation in the
retail tariff with respect to the
Average Cost of Supply (ACoS).
Contrary to the above statuto-
ry provisions, the DERC has
allowed the Regulatory Assets to
increase to Rs. 8,955 Cr. as per
the Tariff Order issued for FY
2021-22 instead of liquidating
the same. Till date, the
Commission has not come up
with a trajectory to liquidate
these Regulatory Assets,” it said.
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As the Adani Group is cur-
rently embroiled in a con-

troversy, Israel on Wednesday
backed the industrial house
and described its investments
in Israel as “strategic” and
favoured more business deal-
ings.

Making this assertion here,
Israel’s envoy to New Delhi
Naor Gilon, also brushed aside
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s allegation that Adani
bagged Defence contracts in
Israel after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit there.

Gilon said, “We have joint
ventures with 80 Indian com-
panies which include Tata,
Bell, Kalyani... To discuss one
company, I don't see the issue

here. Joint Ventures are
between private companies,
they are not pushed by Israel.”

Rahul Gandhi had said in
Parliament, “Adani never made
drones but HAL, other com-
panies in India do that. Despite
that PM Modi goes to Israel
and Adani gets the contract.”

Meanwhile, enunciating
Israel’s position in the context
of the Adani Group, the envoy
said it had paid in full to
acquire Haifa Port there. He

made these observations on the
occasion of completion of 30
years of diplomatic relations
between India and Israel.

Gilon emphasised the
importance of Adani’s invest-
ment as 'strategic' and looked
forward to more investments
by the company in other sec-
tors of Israel.

“We have two ports in the
Mediterranean. It’s (Haifa) a
strategic asset. The fact that we
are giving it to an Indian com-
pany, from our point of view, is
symbolic sign of deep trust in
depositing your strategic assets
in the hands of Indian compa-
nies,” the Ambassador  said.

The envoy said “Adani
Group’s bread and butter are
ports. They have the potential
to make Haifa port what it
needs to be and to utilise it to

increase trade between India
and Israel. We are very happy
with this,” he added.

Last month, the Adani
Group acquired the strategic
Israeli port of Haifa for $1.2 bil-
lion and vowed to transform
the skyline of this
Mediterranean city as part of its
decision to invest more in the
Jewish nation, including open-
ing an artificial intelligence
laboratory  in Tel Aviv.

Adani Group chairman
Gautam Adani, whose business
empire was rocked by allega-
tions of fraud by US short sell-
er Hindenburg Research,
appeared alongside Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu for signing of the
deal to takeover Haifa Port, and
spoke of investment opportu-
nities.

Prime Minister Netanyahu
described the Haifa port deal
with the Adani Group as an
''enormous milestone'', saying
it will significantly improve
connectivity between the two
countries in many ways.

The Port of Haifa is the sec-
ond largest port in Israel in
terms of shipping containers
and the biggest in shipping
tourist cruise ships.

“The Adani Group paid in
full for the Haifa port and there
is money for development.
Port infrastructure is the core
business of Adani Group and
they know what to do. It is a
strategic asset and will be use-
ful for India and for Israel.”

He added, “Adani Group
are looking for more projects in
Israel and I hope they succeed
in getting it… We want our

friends to be close by. We are
very comfortable with India.”

In the last six years, Adani
group has struck many critical
partnerships with companies
such as Elbit Systems, Israel
Weapon Systems, and Israel
Innovation Authority.

Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Ltd in part-
nership with local chemicals
and logistics group Gadot in
July last year won an Israel gov-
ernment's tender to buy the
Haifa Port, a major trade hub
on Israel's Mediterranean coast,
for about $1.2 billion.

''The acquisition of the
Haifa port also comes with a
significant amount of real
estate. And I promise you that
in the years to come we will
transform the skyline we see
around us,'' said Adani.
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Indian Pharmacopoeia
Commission Secretary-

cum-Scientif ic  Director
Rajeev Singh Raghuvanshi
was on Wednesday appointed
the new Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI),
according to an official order.
His appointment comes at a
time when India-made eye
drops and cough syrups are
mired in controversy follow-
ing adverse effects in various
foreign countries including
the US, some leading to
deaths.

"The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
has approved the proposal for
appointment of Dr. Rajeev
Singh Raghuvanshi,
Secretar y-cum-Scientif ic
Director,  Indian
Pharmacopoeia Commission,
to the post  of  Drugs
Controller (India), Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO)," the
ACC order said.

It said the appointment
will be in effect from the date
he assumes charge till he

attains the age of superannu-
ation on February 28, 2025 or
until further orders, whichev-
er is earlier. 

The Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) had last
month recommended his
name for the post of DCGI.

He succeeds Dr VG
Somani whose extended
tenure ended on February
15, and Dr P B N Prasad was
given the charge of the post
from February 16 to 28.

Dr Somani was appoint-
ed DCGI for a term of three
years on August 14, 2019 and
he took charge on August 16.
His tenure was extended twice
— on August  16 and
November 16, 2022 — for
three months each.
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People living with chronic pain in the
knees, neck, and back due to ailments such

as arthritis or cancer may report faster cog-
nitive decline including memory loss and they
are at high risk of developing dementia,
according to a team of researchers from the
Chinese Academy of Sciences. These two dis-
eases are a significant health burden that
affects the older population, although they
have also manifested in young people to a
smaller extent.

The researchers showed that multisite
chronic pain, where the pain is experienced
in multiple anatomical locations, affects
almost half of the chronic pain patients and
has been found to place a greater burden on
patients' overall health.

However, it was not clear whether peo-
ple with multisite chronic pain suffered
from aggravated neuro-cognitive abnormal-
ities.

To understand, the new study, published
online in the journal PNAS, analysed the
records of 354,943 people. 

It found that the risk of neuro-cognitive
abnormality increased with each additional
pain site.  It was also mediated by atrophy in
the hippocampus, the part of the brain
responsible for memory.

"Multisite chronic pain may lead to up to
eight years of accelerated hippocampal age-
ing, an effect that may underlie a series of cog-
nitive burdens," said Dr. TU Yiheng from the
Academy's Institute of Psychology.

Since hippocampal volume decreases
with age, the researchers equated the mag-
nitude of the effect of hippocampal atrophy
in patients with multisite chronic pain to the
effect of ageing in healthy people with an
average age of 60.

The study provides a quantitative under-
standing of the impact of chronic pain on cog-
nitive function and the risk of dementia, lay-
ing an important foundation for future
research into the relationship between chron-
ic pain and cognitive impairment.

It also highlights the excessive burden of
multisite chronic pain on patients' cognition
and the brain, and the need to address the
overlapping nature of pain conditions in both

basic research and clinical studies.
Dementia is a collective name given to

diseases and conditions that result in the dete-
rioration of one's memory, language, prob-
lem-solving capacity, thinking skills, and abil-
ity to function normally. 

Although Alzheimer's disease (AD) is the

most common form of dementia accounting
for 50% of cases; other forms of dementia
include Lewy body dementia, frontotempo-
ral dementia, human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV), Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD),
syphilis, and normal pressure hydrocephalus,
as per the doctors.
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Ahead of the Gudi Padva fes-
tival and 132nd anniver-

sary of late B R Ambedkar, the
Eknath Shinde Government
on Wednesday announced a
largesse — in form of a pack-
age containing three essential
food items and oil at a sub-
sidised price of ��100 to a stag-
gering 1.63 crore ration card
holders in 14 farmer suicide-hit
districts in Vidarbha and

Amravati regions. State Cabinet
decided a food kit comprising
one kilogram each of Rava,
Channa dal and sugar and one
litre of Palm oil – to 1.63 crore
ration card holders – farmers
below poverty line (BPL) — in
14 farner districts in Amravati,
Aurgangabad and Nagpur divi-
sions –at a subsided rate of
�100 per kit under Antyodaya
Food Scheme. The State
Government decided to dis-
tribute food kits at subsidised

rates ahead of Gudi Padva
scheduled for March 22 and in
the run up Dr BR Ambedkar’s
132nd birth anniversary on
April 14

State Government under-
took similar exercise of
ditributing food items at a
subsidised rates ahead of
Diwali festival Among other
things and  State decided to
complete tendering process for
procuring food items and oil
required for distribution.
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Aday after he accused Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde’s

son MP Shrikant Shinde of
having hired a goon to attack
him, the Thane Police on
Wednesday recorded the state-
ment of Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
and MP Sanjay Raut.

A team of police officials
recorded the statement of Raut,
who alleged on Tuesday  that he
faced a threat to his life, as
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde's
son and MP Shrikant Shinde
had given ‘supari’ ( contract) to
Raja Thakur to attack him.

Simultaneously,  Raja
Thakur’s wife and lawyer Pooja
Thakur filed a police complaint
against Raut for making defam-
atory remarks against her hus-
band.

Talking to media persons
after lodging a complaint in
Kapurbavdi Police Station,
Pooja Thakur said: “Who has
given him (Raut) the right to
call my husband a goon? I have
lodged a complaint against
him under section  211 (false
charge) of Indian Penal Code
(IPC)”. In a letter written to
Mumbai Police Commission
Vivek Phansalkar – copy of
which he marked to Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra

Fadnavis and the Thane Police
Commissioner Jai Jeet Singh,
Raut had said on Tuesday:
“After the new Government
headed by Eknath Shinde came
to power in the State, my secu-
rity cover was withdrawn com-
pletely. In the recent past, I have
been receiving threats from
rival party legislators or goons
hired by them. I have often spo-
ken about the threats received
by me”.

“Today, someone gave very
reliable information Shrikant
Shinde had given contract  to
Raja Thakur, a known goon
from Thane, to attack me. I
have been given to understand
that Thakur is making prepa-
rations to attack me. I am an
MP,  an editor of Marathi
newspaper “Saamana”, Shiv
Sena leader and a responsible
citizen. That’s why I am
informing you about the threat
received by me,” Raut had stat-
ed in his letter.
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The Mahatma Gandhi
Foundation (MGF) has

asked the Navi Mumbai police
to prevent the proposed 'hate'
rally—Hindu Jan Akrosh
Morcha—organised by the
Sakal Hindu Samaj in Navi
Mumbai on February 26 or face
contempt proceedings in the
Supreme Court.

"If timely action of prose-
cuting those indulging in incit-
ing hate is not taken by the
police Suo Moto as ordered by
the Supreme Court, us law
abiding citizens will be forced
to appeal to the court to pun-
ish you for abdicating your
duty and disregarding the
court's orders. Please act. Do
your duty honestly. Stop this
reign of Hate," MGF president
Tushar A Gandhi stated in a
letter written to Navi Mumbai
Police Commissioner Milind
Bharambe seeking preventive
action against the rally.

Tushar Gandhi, who is the
great grandson of Mahatma
Gandhi, stated in his letter:"I
write to you with concern.
There have been increasing
incidents of hate speeches and
hate rallies in Mumbai and in
many cities and towns across
Maharashtra and it feels as if
the police are not concerned"

"Due to this apathy on

part of the law enforcement
agencies concerned citizens
are forced to appeal to the high-
er courts for redressal and for
enforcement of the laws of the
land and for the implementa-
tion of the several orders
passed by the highest courts of
the land," he said.

Alluding to a petition filed
in the Supreme Court where
there is a reference to a 'hate'
rally organised by Sakal Hindu
Samaj in Mumbai on January
29, 2023, Tushar Gandhi said:
"In the hate rally held by hindu
outfit in Mumbai on 29th
January several provocative
speeches inciting violence
against minorities in general
and Muslims in particular were
made". 

"A BJP Member of the
Legislative Assembly, T. Raja
Singh gave open calls to Kill
Muslims, similar to those given
in the various Dharma Sansads,
now the hate campaign is tar-
getting Mumbai and
Maharashtra, unfortunately we
do not see police action against
such blatant cases of criminal
nature," he said. .

"The Supreme Courts
orders in the Gaurakshak Mob
Lynching case have given
enough power and instruc-
tions to the police to act inde-
pendently, accordingly, kindly
perform your duty as per your

oath to our Constitution," the
Gandhian said. Referring to an
observation made by Supreme
Court judges at a preliminary
hearing an appeal seeking the
apex court' order to stop the
proposed rally of the Hindu
Janakrosh Morcha in Mumbai
on February 5, Tushar Gandhi
said: "The Justices lamented
that `no one is taking action
despite our passing orders'. 

This refers to the SC's
orders passed against instances
of Hate Speech on October 21,
2022 asking Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
Governments to clamp down
on hate speech and register
criminal offences without wait-
ing for complaints to be filed.

MGF chief said that the
apathy and disregard displayed
by law enforcement agencies to
their order is what  the Judges
were lamenting about. 

“It is shameful 75 years
since independence the police
prefer to serve political bosses
rather than the Constitution
and the law of the land. I
know that this trend of
unchecked hate speeches has
caused a great deal of concern,
anxiety and a sense of insecu-
rity among all the minorities,
yet despite previous instances
of such rallies being used to
amplify the hate campaign and
add fuel to fire.”
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Addressing an election rally
at Rajbala in Meghalaya’s

Garo Hills, Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday said that those
who were trying to impose
Citzenship Amendment
Act(CAA) and National
Register for Citizens (NRC)
would not be allowed to enter
the north-eastern State.

“Who will run Meghalaya?
No outsider will be allowed to
run Meghalaya… The
Assamese will not run
Meghalaya, Delhi will not run
Meghalaya. We will also not
run Meghalaya from Bengal,”
Banerjee said, stopping short of
naming the national BJP lead-
ership, particularly Assam
Chief Minister Hemanta Biswa
Sarma. 

Saying that the BJP would
be driven out of power in 2024
general elections Banerjee said
that her party would gradual-
ly enter all the corners of the
North East. “If you vote TMC
to power then I can promise

that the BJP will be washed
away in 2024 general elec-
tions,” Banerjee said adding
subsequent to Meghalaya elec-
tions her party would ensure
that her party entered the other
parts of the North East.

“We will slowly enter every
corner of the North East,”
Banerjee said adding as Bengal
was a neighbouring State it
would look after Meghalaya.
“All the welfare schemes that
have been implemented in
Bengal will come to
Meghalaya,” Banerjee said
reminding the populist
schemes like Swasthya Saathi,
Kanyashri, Sabuj Saathi,

Rupashri, Laxmir Bhandar etc.
The meeting was attended by
Mukul Sangma who is con-
testing on TMC ticket. A size-
able section of the Congress
had earlier joined the TMC in
the north-eastern State.

Referring to the central
interventions in the non-BJP
States, Banerjee, “how many
central teams go to the BJP
ruled states.”  Alleging how her
government was regularly
being disturbed by the central
agencies like ED and CBI,
Banerjee said, how “everyday,
the BJP is knocking at our
doors by sending the
Enforcement Directorate and
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).”

Referring to alleged reli-
gious polarization being
indulged by some parties
Banerjee said religions were
personal but festivals belong to
everyone. “We love every reli-
gion. I go to temple, mosque,
church, gurdwara... The biggest
religion is to live with everyone.
We celebrate every festival in
Bengal,” she said.  
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Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio
on Wednesday said that there was a

“hope” for an early resolution of the
Naga political problem following the
unconditional commitment of the NSCN-
IM and Naga National Political Groups
(NNPGs) to collaborate on the matter.

The concerns of the Eastern Nagaland
People's Organisation (ENPO), which
has been demanding a separate state, will
also be addressed after the assembly elec-
tions are over, the chief minister said.

“We have been working on it for all
these years. The Framework Agreement
was signed in 2015 and then, in 2017
Agreed Position was signed,” Rio told PTI
about the progress in resolving the dead-
lock over the Naga peace talks. 

To find a solution to the decades-old
problem, the Central government has been
holding separate negotiations with NSCN-
IM since 1997 and the Working
Committee of NNPG, comprising at least
seven groups, since 2017. The Modi gov-
ernment inked a Framework Agreement
with NSCN-IM in 2015 and Agreed
Position with NNPGs in 2017.

However, the final solution is yet to
be attained with NSCN-IM remaining
adamant on its demand for a separate flag
and constitution for the Nagas.  Rio
pointed out that the different groups
“were not being able to come together”,
which was holding back the progress. But

with the January 14 agreement, based on
historical rights and to uphold and protect
the identity of the Nagas, there is hope for
a solution to come, the CM added. 

The NSCN-IM and the NNPGs had
on January 14 this year declared their
unconditional commitment to collaborate
for the resolution of the Naga political issue
with the Government of India. 

The declaration came after four
months of signing the September Joint
Accordant between the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim-Isak Muivah (NSCN-
IM) and the NNPGs which have been
engaged in separate dialogue with the
Centre for a solution to the Naga Political
Issue (NPI). The NDPP leader, who is

fighting the state polls in alliance with BJP
to retain power, said the issues of the east-
ern districts of the state will also be
addressed post-elections.

Refusing to “predict or comment” on
the possibility of bifurcation of the state in
keeping with the original demand of the
ENPO, Rio said, “They definitely deserve
support from the state government for
addressing deficiencies in developmental
activities, literacy rates, economic back-
wardness.

“We will give them full support to
bringing them at par with the rest of the
state in terms of equal development,” the
veteran Naga leader said.  He also men-
tioned the Union Home Minister Amit
Shah holding discussions with the ENPO
leadership and said, “Amit Shah ji had spo-
ken to them, explained the situation and
also given them the options of what is pos-
sible.

“With that, they were convinced and
they also called off the election boycott and
a peaceful election will be conducted,” he
said, referring to the ENPO's initial call for
boycotting the polls. 

The ENPO has been demanding sep-
arate statehood for “Frontier Nagaland”,
comprising six districts of Mon, Tuensang,
Longleng, Kiphire, Shamatore and Noklak,
which sends 20 MLAs to the state
Assembly. Rio also sounded optimistic
about retaining power with a “thumping
majority” and forming the government
again.
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The pro-Gorkhaland par-
ties, including a faction of

the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
and Hamro Party, called off the
12-hour Darjeeling bandh ear-
lier announced by them on
February 23 “in view of the
Class X board exams beginning
from the same day.”

The GJM (Tamang) leader
Vinay Tamang had earlier
called a 12-hour bandh in
Darjeeling hills against the res-
olution passed in State
Assembly against any Partition
of Bengal. A number of polit-
ical units including a section of
the BJP had been demanding a
separate North Bengal state on
grounds alleging deprivation
and lack of development in the
northern part of the State.

The GJM and other parties
of the Darjeeling Hills and the
Rajbangshi and Cooch groups
of Coochbehar and Jalpagirui
too had been demanding for-
mation of separate States sig-
nifying their respective socio-
political-ethnic identities.

“We have withdrawn our
appeal for the 12-hour bandh
for the time being as there is
Madhyamik exam from
February 23.

“We were getting feedback
from various sections who said
they support the demand of
Gorkhaland but don’t want a
shutdown as that might have an
adverse impact on students,”
Hamro party chief Ajoy
Edwards.

“We suspended the pro-
posed shutdown as several
smaller outfits wanted to join
us in our movement. We will
soon launch a major movement
in the hills,” Tamang, a former
GJM leader who had joined the
ruling Trinamool Congress
only to leave it subsequently to
form a separate unit of the GJM
said. 

Earlier, Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee told
in a public rally that neither she
would allow bifurcation of
Bengal nor she would allow a
bandh in any part of the State.

“There is no question of
portioning Bengal … we will
not allow the State to be parti-
tioned… there is no question of
Bango Bhango (partition of
Bengal),” Banerjee said, adding
any group that would try to
impose bandh on people of the
State would be strictly dealt
with.

“We will not allow any
bandh or disruption of public
life particularly in view of the
Board examinations,” she said
adding, “bandh culture is a
bygone history and bandhs are
not allowed in Bengal … those
who take part in will be strong-
ly dealt with,” the Chief
Minister said.
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The BJP’s dreams of making
an impact in Kerala

through a possible alliance
with the Church has come a
cropper as the Christians in the
State have expressed their dis-
appointment with the Hindu
party leadership cold-shoul-
dering the interests of the com-
munity members.

Last Sunday’s demonstra-
tions held at the National
Capital by bishops, priests,
nuns and the laity against the
attack on Churches in UP, MP,
Chhattisgarh allegedly by mil-
itant Hindus is proof of the
minority communities’ dis-
pleasure over the policies of the
BJP. It may be noted that Kerala
is the State with maximum
Christian population in the
country and no fronts could
make it to the podium sans the
community’s support. “It is for

the BJP leadership to under-
stand the role of Christians in
the country’s educational and
medical fields. Though the
Christians do not have any
strong presence across the
nation, one should not forget
the fact that the maximum
number of top class educational
institutions and hospitals in
India are run by the Church,”
said Jacob Thomas, former
director general of police,
Kerala.

Jacob Thomas, who has a
doctorate in agricultural sci-
ence, belongs to the 1985 batch
of the IPS. After superannua-
tion, he joined the BJP which
fielded him as a candidate in
the 2021 Kerala assembly elec-
tion from Thrissur district
where he finished third.

An officer known for his
integrity and honesty, Jacob
Thomas was totally ignored by
the State leaders of the party

after the polls. He said though
there is a Christian in the
union council of ministers, it
has not made any impact
among the community. “If only
the community members get a
feeling that they are being
recognised and their services
are sought, they get a sense of
belonging,” he pointed out. 

Jacob Thomas was insult-
ed and humiliated by both the
LDF and the UDF for his
uncompromising stand against
corruption. It was the report by
Jacob Thomas, who was the
then vigilance chief of Kerala
that led to the resignation of E
P Jayarajan, the CPI(M) min-
ister in the first Pinarayi
Vijayan government. 

The vigilance probe found
that Jayarajan had misused his
official position to appoint his
close relations in public sector
undertakings. Jayarajan was
denied ticket in the 2021

assembly election and is in
political wilderness now
though he has been designat-
ed as the LDF convener, a
namesake position.

Kevin Peter, president of
Christian Association and
Alliance for Social Action
(CAASA), un umbrella organ-
isation of the community
members, sounded disap-
pointed over the indifference of
the BJP leadership to the recent
incident burning of Bible copies
in the State. “It has hurt us
though we do not bother about
the indifference of the CPI-M
leaders. 

The BJP should have con-
demned the incident. Similarly,
though there are top intellec-
tuals in the community, none
of them have been recognised
by the BJP’s leadership to be
considered for appointment to
important positions, “said
Kevin.
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Increased levels of air pollu-
tants such as nitrous oxides

are associated with bone dam-
age among post-menopausal
women, according to scientists
at Columbia University
Mailman School of Public
Health, US. Women are already
at a higher risk for osteoporo-
sis after menopause due to
lower levels of estrogen, a
female hormone that helps to
maintain bone mass.

To add to their woes, it has
been now found that higher
pollution adverse effects were
most evident on the lumbar
spine, with nitrous oxides (NO)
twice as damaging to the area
as in normal ageing. The latest

research, published in the jour-
nal eClinicalMedicine, is the
first to explore the connection
between air pollution and bone
mineral density specifically in
postmenopausal women, and
the first to explore the effects
of air pollution mixtures on
bone outcomes.

The researchers analysed
data collected through the
Women’s Health Initiative
study, an ethnically diverse
group of 161,808 (over 1.6
lakh) postmenopausal women.

They estimated air pollu-
tion (PM10, NO, NO2, and
SO2) exposures based on par-
ticipants’ home addresses. The
team used dual-energy X-ray
absorptiometry to measure
bone mineral density (BMD) at
enrollment and at follow-up at

year one, year three, and year
six.The magnitude of the effects
of nitrogen oxides on lumbar
spine BMD would amount to
1.22 per cent annual reductions
— nearly double the annual
effects of age on any of the
anatomical sites evaluated, the
researchers said. These effects
are believed to happen through
bone cell death by way of
oxidative damage and other
mechanisms, they said.

“Our findings confirm that
poor air quality may be a risk
factor for bone loss, indepen-
dent of socioeconomic or
demographic factors,” said
study first author Diddier
Prada, an associate research sci-
entist at Columbia Mailman
School of Public Health. “For
the first time, we have evidence

that nitrogen oxides, in partic-
ular, are a major contributor to
bone damage and that the
lumbar spine is one of the most
susceptible sites of this dam-
age,” Prada said.

Study lead author Andrea
Baccarelli, from Columbia
Mailman School of Public
Health, noted that improve-
ments in air pollution expo-
sure, particularly nitrogen
oxides, will reduce bone dam-
age in postmenopausal women,
prevent bone fractures, and
reduce the health cost burden
associated with osteoporosis
among postmenopausal
women “Further efforts should
focus on detecting those at
higher risk of air pollution-
related bone damage,”
Baccarelli said.
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New Delhi: The CBI on
Wednesday said it has arrested
a Senior Horticulture Officer,
National Horticulture Board,
Gurugram (Haryana) for
demanding and accepting a
bribe of �5 lakh from com-
plainant for getting the subsidy
amount released as per preva-
lent scheme. A case was regis-
tered on complaint against a
Senior Horticulture Officer,
National Horticulture Board,

Gurugram, Sunil Kumar Rewar
on allegations of demanding
bribe of �5 Lakh from
Complainant for getting sub-
sidy amount released as per
Government of India Scheme
implemented by National
Horticulture Board for horti-
culture activity  in favour of the
complainant, the CBI said in a
statement. “The CBI laid a
trap wherein the accused was
caught red handed while

accepting a bribe of Rs 5 Lakh
from the Complainant,” the
agency said. Searches were
conducted at three locations at
premises of accused in
Jhunjhunu (Rajasthan) and
Gurugram (Haryana) which
led to the recovery of incrim-
inating documents relating to
property, bank details, invest-
ment defetails and relevant file
relating to complainant’s mat-
ter, it said. PNS

New Delhi: Toys, puzzles, pup-
petry, posters, flash cards,
worksheets and attractive sto-
rybooks are part of the "Jaadui
Pitara" launched by the
Ministry of Education for
learning at the foundational
stage.

Envisaged as a child-cen-
tric, innovative, toy-based
learning experience that will
strengthen conceptual under-
standing amongst the learners
aged 3-8 years, the "Jaadui
Pitara" has been designed on
the motto of "learning through
play", as envisaged in the new

National Education Policy
(NEP). "Jadui Pitara compris-
ing playbooks, toys, puzzles,
posters, flash cards, storybooks,
worksheets as well as reflecting
the local culture, social context
and languages is designed to
pique curiosity and accom-
modate the diverse needs of
learners at the foundational
stage. Developed under the
National Curriculum
Framework (NCF), the pitara
is available in 13 Indian lan-
guages," Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
said at the launch.       PNS
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The Gujarat High Court on
Wednesday directed clock

manufacturing firm Oreva
Group, the company that main-
tained the Morbi suspension
bridge which collapsed killing
135 people in October last
year, to pay Rs 10 lakh as "inter-
im" compensation to the kin of
each deceased and Rs 2 lakh to
each injured within four weeks. 

A division bench of Chief
Justice Sonia Gokani and
Justice Sandeep Bhatt gave this
direction to the company. The
British-era suspension bridge
on the Machchhu river in
Morbi town collapsed on
October 30 last year, killing 135
persons and injuring 56 others. 

The court ordered the
company that the kin of each
deceased and every injured
person be paid interim com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh and Rs
2 lakh, respectively, within four
weeks. 

On Tuesday, during a hear-
ing of a suo motu (on its own)
PIL admitted last year follow-
ing the tragedy, Ajanta
Manufacturing Ltd (Oreva
Group) had offered to pay Rs
5 lakh compensation to the kin
of those who died and Rs 1 lakh

to the injured persons. In its
interim order, the court said the
central and the state govern-
ments have together provided
Rs 10 lakh compensation to the
kin of each victim so far.

"The company had offered
to give Rs 5 lakh each to the kin
of those who lost their lives and
Rs 1 lakh to those injured.
However, this is not enough.
The company has to pay Rs 10
lakh each to the kin of the vic-
tims and Rs 2 lakhs to those
injured," Justice Gokani said. 

Advocate K R Koshti, who
represented the victims, had
said that several families have
lost their bread-winning mem-
bers, and many children and
women were left to fend for
themselves. 

The court also noted in its
order that the company has
offered to take responsibility of
seven children who were
orphaned in the tragedy. 
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Besides expected disruption of supply
chains, there is a huge shift of wealth to sec-
tors dealing in armament and energy. A
very high universal inflation has set in even
as colossal loss of life and property are
mounting. The socio- economic imbal-
ances will debase global politics further, to
set up a vicious cycle. Today we are no dif-
ferent from primitive caveman, only that
we carry bazookas instead of spears.

R Narayanan | Navi Mumbai
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Sir — The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), subsequent to minor
and major lapses from domestic airliners
over the months in fulfilling their regula-
tory obligations, has swung into action. It
has recently fined a major domestic airline
for violation of applicable civil aviation
requirements. The said low-cost carrier
was found to be ineffective in conducting
the obligatory Pilot Proficiency Check
(PPC) and Instrument Rating Check.

The DGCA's belated action has to be wel-
comed because nothing can be stressed
more than the mandatory requirements to
keep the air safe for flying.

The PPC, generally an annual test,
encompasses a broad gamut of qualities
necessary for a pilot to function to his max-
imum abilities, including steering it to safe-
ty in times of distress. PPC is like a reval-
idation of a pilot's skills, and there cannot
be compromises on that count. Unless a
pilot satisfactorily clears all re-requirement,
he may be prevented from commandeer-
ing a flight. The Instrument Rating Check
is complementary to the PPC; pilots need
to be fully aware about the ways and means
to handle every gadget at their command.
The civil aviation regulator has to keep an
eagle's eye on the possible oversight on the
part of every airline.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola

�������	������������
Sir — This is in response to Aanehi
Mundra article, "Let Gandhian values
guide us" (February 21). Mahatma Gandhi
once remarked: "Recall the face of the
weakest man you may have seen and ask
yourself if your step is going to be of any
use to him. Will he gain anything? Will it
restore him to control over his own life and
destiny? Will it lead to 'swaraj'?” It is high
time the authorities concerned asked
themselves whether bullet trains, public
exhibition of as personal thing as yoga,
erection of "world's most gigantic statue",
"rediscovering" the stream of mythical
Saraswati or coming up with Ramayana
Museum will serve minimum utility in the
wretched life of the weakest man.

Can these "nationalist" steps apply
minimum balm to the burning hunger of
starved stomachs plaguing billions? Had
Gandhi been alive, would he have
endorsed such extravagant policies border-
ing on catering to the lowest common
denominator, playing to the gallery and
bias towards the privileged class when
brute majority of this "elite" country of
attaining Mars orbit lead hell-like existence
thanks to poverty, hunger, malnutrition,
illiteracy, child labour and human traffick-
ing?

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — The sad fact remains that we are no
more wise after a year of war in Ukraine.
Three major human follies, within a span
of one decade, have severely dented the
sagacity of nations to rein in both their pol-
itics and leadership. The Wall St imbroglio
of 2009, much like the collapse of 1929,
managed to disrupt the flow of capital in
every economy. If the 1930s went under
a depression, the last decade suffered a
burst of asset bubbles and the folding up
of innumerable finance institutions. As the
painstaking recovery was in progress, a
pandemic struck to practically freeze eco-
nomic activity, globally.

A demand-supply mismatch had then
become incipient. The ongoing Ukraine
war accentuated these and more evils.
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SOUNDBITE

exchange of serious barbs,
insinuations, and petty lan-
guage had all the makings of
a potboiler but certainly not of
the ostensible service coven-
ants signed. Drama hit a low
with one accusing the other of
sharing ‘obscene’ photos,
reportedly picked up from
social media and accompany-
ing platforms towards scandal-
izing the narrative, attributed
to the other. A shrill catfight
led to invoking the past of each
other, including serious allega-
tions of supposed dereliction
of duty during the covid pan-
demic that had resulted in
twenty-four deaths! So severe
was the diatribe that even the
usually unhinged politicians
were horrified as the Home
Minister stated, “They both are
behaving in such a bad way -
not even normal people on the
street like this. Let them do
whatever they want on their
personal issues but coming
before the media and behav-
ing that way is not right”.
Soon they were both trans-
ferred, While this temporary
pull-back and reprieve from
the shenanigans will thaw the
situation – but the larger sig-
nificance of the incident is
loaded with implications for
the citizenry.

Firstly, such a free-for-all is
suggestive of the inefficacy of
the existing redressal systems,

as it makes a mockery of the
same in the public eyes. With
both the IAS and the IPS offi-
cials resorting to uncivil means
instead of escalating the mat-
ters to higher authorities, rep-
resenting, or even resorting to
judicial options, the messaging
is implicit. Secondly, by resort-
ing to public naming and
shaming of each other, they
have inadvertently acknowl-
edged and sanctified the
unchecked power of filth, yel-
low journalism, and scan-
dalous imputations, as the
more winning ways of dis-
agreement. Thirdly, invoking
the ostensible past of each
other and with the washing of
dirty laundry of antecedents –
both willy-nilly alluded to the
proverbial cupboard of excess-
es, missteps, and wrongful
exercise of power, as is popu-
larly imagined for bureau-
crats. Lastly, the nature of the
suggestions was so vile and
despicable that to talk about
words like integrity, duty, and
‘service’ seemed completely
out of place. 

Those governmental ser-
vants (often an oxymoron)
who ought to be seen as mod-
icum of propriety and sobriety
as indeed captured by the so-
called ‘vision statement’ of
Karnataka Police which pro-
mises to, “uphold the Law and
the Rights of all people for a

safe and secure environment,
conducive to their internal
and external growth and deve-
lopment”, such a specter was
hardly reassuring. Already
there is a growing perception
of ‘disconnect’, hubris, and
highhandedness attributed to
public servants, but such a
public shame goes beyond
that as it posits the abject futil-
ity of civility and mandated
recourses, should one try to
resolve any issue as per the laid
down procedures. 

This specific case of two
warring women bureaucrats
also regrettably diminishes the
cause of women's empower-
ment and presence in public
space as it offers fodder to the
usually sexist and chauvinistic
gallery that still dominates
the corridors of power. Sardar
Patel also suggested, “Don’t
misuse your valour. Remain
united. March forward in all
humility, but fully awake to the
situation you face, demanding
your rights and firmness”.
Clearly, this message was lost
on the erring officials who did-
n’t think twice before making
a public spectacle of them-
selves, their ‘service’, and above
all the portents of governance. 

(The writer, a military vete-
ran, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal)
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Inter-services turf wars and
rivalries between various
governmental ‘services’, is an
old hat. Given that there is
an invariable overlap of

responsibilities, duties, and per-
ceived ‘fiefdoms’ amongst the
various services, a sense of com-
petitiveness is invariable. There
are also hierarchical issues of
unsettled disparity and entitle-
ments amongst various services
that breed discontent and one-
upmanship. There was a time
when Indian Foreign Services
(IFS) was most sought after, but
today Indian Administration
Services (IAS) is increasingly the
preferred choice, among all. This
is despite the fact that the IAS
remains the most generalist as
opposed to all other services
which are specialists — also IAS
is most prone to exposure in the
hinterland and engagement by the
timeserving and often difficult,
provincial politicians. 

The importance of these ser-
vices can be gauged by the insis-
tence of a ‘steel frame’ onto gov-
ernance of India, as envisaged by
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, widely
hailed as the ‘Father of Modern
All India Services’. The term
‘Services’ was suffixed to all gene-
ric and specialist arms to imply
‘Service’ to the citizenry, nation,
and work towards the Constitu-
tional vision, as envisaged by the
founders of India’s independence
and Constitution. Patel had
famously goaded the first batch of
IAS probationers, “Along with dis-
cipline, you must cultivate an
‘esprit de corps’ without which
service as such has little meaning.
You should regard it as a proud
privilege to belong to the service.,
covenants of which you will sign,
and to uphold throughout your
service its dignity, integrity, and
incorruptibility”. Seventy-five
years since those sagacious and
stirring words, some have upheld
that sacred covenant and many
more have fallen short of that
sense of duty, dignity, and person-
al integrity.

Recently, the no-holds-barred
and vicious public fracas between
two lady governmental officials,
one from the IAS and the other
from IPS, was reflective of the
morass that is bound to rust the
purported ‘steel frame’. The
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Arecent news item app-
eared in a leading
Indian newspaper daily

with the heading ‘Over 94 per
cent value erosion in 165 IBC
liquidation cases.’ It contained
the disconcerting news that
against Rs 6.9 lakh crore claims
by bad debt burdened banks
on defaulting debtors, their
assets have shrunk to a value
of Rs 40,000 crore.

Since the enforcement of
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code in 2016, there
have been cases of these 165
borrowers with loans of Rs
1,000 crore or above. Many
reasons have been advanced to
explain this huge shrinkage of
banks’ claims to 0.6 per cent of
their original value. These
include a gross overstatement
of the values of their physical,
tangible assets by the borrower

companies at the time of loan
application and approval, and
a huge fall in the market value
of the companies’ equity
shares.

But the most important
reasons are glossed over. These
are fallacies and imperfec-
tions in our working and regu-
latory systems. How does our
banking system fail to fix a fair,
realistic, and objective assess-
ment of the companies’ tangi-
ble assets at the time of bor-
rowing? How do the manage-
ment consultancy organisa-
tions operate, given the stark
fact that despite big profession-
al banners, they fail to make a
realistic evaluation of the assets
of borrowing companies? Why
do the government’s regulating
agencies also fail to scan the
apparently shady working of
these consultancy companies? 

How is the intermediate
monitoring of asset values
carried out? And why do no
warning signals of rapid dec-
line of asset values appear in
this period? Who is responsi-
ble? Can we really pin respon-
sibility and take timely correc-
tive action so that common
persons’ savings lying in these
huge banks do not suffer ero-
sion through an evidently bad
system that apparently allows
misappropriation of funds?
Are all not privy to and aware
of stock market manipula-
tions? Can regulatory agencies
and governments abdicate
their responsibility in this
regard? 

Once an account becomes
a non-performing asset (NPA),
the valuation of the corre-
sponding assets starts deteri-
orating, as per the statements

made in the news item. But
this applies only to equity
share values which are senti-
ment driven and market
manipulated. It does not apply
to fixed and other liquid assets
like cash, gold and properties.
Of the 6,195 corporate insol-
vency cases, 1,999 are still
ongoing. As regards the
remaining 4,196 cases con-
cluded, 1,901 ended up in liq-
uidation. This statement of the
news item does not indicate
how much proportion of the
assessed values of the assets
could be liquidated. And it is
a pity, if the proportion is as
low as 0.6 percent as appears
to be the case.

This is a dismal picture of
the working of unprofession-
al consultancy companies,
unscrupulous banking offi-
cials, and ineffective regulators

culpable in erosion of public
money deposited in public
sector banks which the inno-
cent account holders naively
regard as safe and secure. Our
nationalistic Government,
which, to its credit, had taken
a bold and monumental step
in promulgation of IBC, needs
to also ensure that it is enforced
effectively.

The bringing in of IBC, it
is reiterated, was a great step by
the present Government for
prevention and offsetting the
problem of NPAs in our bank-
ing sector which had assumed
alarming proportions in the
erstwhile UPA regimes. But if
the recovery of loaned
amounts by lending banks is
hamstrung by the archaic
unprofessional systems of val-
uations, loan approvals and
ineffective monitoring of funds

utilization, then the whole
exercise of bringing in disci-
pline in the working of banks,
consultants and regulators is
brought to a naught.

Our country really needs
financial, administrative and
corporate systems of its own
which will run smoothly and
deliver efficiently to implement
its development plans, rather
than blindly adopt systems
borrowed from the west and
foist them on the domestic
institutions which are operat-
ed by Indians who have their
own sets of ideological values
and cultural moorings. This is
where change is required and
this is where the government
needs to think seriously and
devise a plan to develop
indigenous systems that will be
in tune with native culture of
Indians and will, accordingly,

deliver well. Let the Govern-
ment establish a separate min-
istry to take up this most
important task.The whole
process has to start with the
overhaul or replacement of
some key extant laws which
will make it easy to devise and
install financial, administrative,
corporate and regulatory sys-
tems in line with the modified,
new laws. The sooner the
Govt thinks in this direction
and acts, the better it is going
to be. If this is done as suggest-
ed, our country will jump
start from the present econom-
ic growth rate of 6.2 per cent
to 10 per cent, or even 15 per
cent. This is a statement borne
out by India’s inherent poten-
tial to become the leading
economic power of the world,
a position it has held for thou-
sands of years in history.
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Lifestyle for the Environment
(LiFE) is India’s solution to the
challenges posed by climate
change. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has lucidly expounded the

principles of LiFE as a counter to global
warming. This is aimed to be a people-led
mass movement. At several global forum
meetings, he has called upon the world lea-
ders to embrace the principles of LiFE to
sensitise the world population to adopt
lifestyle in sync with nature.

What PM Modi speaks, he truly prac-
tices also, and demonstrates by translating
words into actions. He is the chairperson
of the Somnath Temple Trust. The Somnath
Temple is India’s historical and cultural
identity, which withstood several attacks by
barbaric Afghan invaders. It was befitting
for the nation that the temple was restored
to its original grandeur soon after India
gained Independence with the collective
efforts of the people from across the coun-
try.

Solid and wet waste constitutes grave
challenges to water bodies, including rivers
and seas. The rivers on whose banks cities
came up turned into gutters on account of
unchecked flow of solid and wet waste. The
Yamuna in Delhi stinks with the anarchy
of the stakeholders who made the pristine
water body into a dump yard of solid and
wet waste.

LiFE principles are most relevant for the
people, institutions, religious bodies and
others to make changes to become climate
correct. The Somnath Temple Trust, work-
ing under the direction of PM Modi, has
demonstrated an actionable roadmap,
which is worthy of replication by all insti-
tutions, including the religious bodies
across the country, to become a net zero
emission centers of solid and wet waste.

Indeed, 16 per cent of the waste flow-
ing into the water bodies is accounted for
by flowers only with origins in the religious
places. The solid and wet waste from the
religious bodies constitutes significant por-
tions of the pollution in the river bodies.
This makes the roadmap of the Somnath
Temple Trust worthy of wider assimilation
and adoption.

The Somnath Temple Trust reuses 26
lakh litres of sewage every month. The
sewage is treated by the treatment plants
established around the temple premises.
This is part of the guidelines of the trust pre-
pared on the direction of PM Modi for
water conservation. The trust has codified
parameters of conservation efforts of water
with close monitoring.

Between December 2022 and January
2023, the trust not only treated a total of 52
lakh litres of polluted water but made their
use in watering the plants and plantation
efforts. Thus, the trust is expanding the
green cover around the temple, while also
ensuring that the environment protection
gains strength from the sewage treatment
facilities.

It’s worth mentioning that on the
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(The author is a policy
analyst)   

direction of and close monitoring by
PM Modi the Somanth Temple
Trust has established sewage treat-
ment plants at guest houses, visitors’
felicitation centres, promenades,
walkways and several Bhavans.
Such plants together are treating a
total of 26 lakh of sewage for reuse
in the orchards.

The scale is getting bigger. In the
month of January, the sewage of the
Maheshwari guest house was 6.78
lakh litres, which was treated for
reuse. Ram Mandir accounted for
23,000 litres and Sagar Darshan
Bhavan had the share of 7.84 lakh
litres. Yatri Suvidha Kendra had 4.01
lakh litres, Choupati accounted for
5.08 lakh litrees in the total volume
of 26.05 lakh litres.

Sewage is no longer flowing into
water bodies and seas but used in
the five parks, temple premises, and
orchards developed by the trust. The
reuse of the treated water is thus
contributing to the greening efforts
and also boosting the environ-
ment, besides spreading awareness
to millions of pilgrims coming to the
temple to learn the principles of
LiFE.

The Somnath Temple Trust is
now at the forefront of environment
conservation to deal with the chal-
lenge of global warming. India is
playing a lead role in efforts for cli-
mate mitigation. India has been a
vocal voice at the Paris Accord,
COP-27 at Sharm el-Sheikh by
offering an actionable action agen-
da before the global community. By
establishing an international solar
alliance with headquarters in India,

PM Modi has showcased the Indian
way of dealing with the crisis. India
under the leadership of PM Modi
is already making a quantum jump
in tapping the renewable sources of
energy.

The Katra Railway Station,
which is the principal destination for
the people visiting Vaishno Devi
Temple is fully solar-powered.
Taking its cure, other railway sta-
tions in the country are also embrac-
ing solar power to meet the needs
of electricity. A village in Gujarat
recently was declared fully solar
powered. Roads and canals are
being tapped for exploiting solar
power. Temples and other religious
bodies along with households are
adopting solar power for their cap-
tive consumption. This was possi-
ble after PM Modi when he was
Chief Minister of Gujarat showed
the way by demonstrating the use
of solar power. 

The sewage treatment plants in
addition to tapping the renewable
sources of energy are clearly the
ways a symbiotic bond between the
people and nature could be estab-
lished. This is the true manifestation
of LiFE principles.

‘Nirajal’ of the Somnath Temple
has become a carrier of multi-lay-
ered cleanliness efforts being carried
out by the trust. Nirajal is being
offered to the people as Somganga.
The trust is distributing the offer-
ings used for ‘abhishek’ of Somnath
Mahadev after being fully treated for
the purity purposes of the devotees
in bottles. The trust has fully bani-
shed the use of plastic in line with

the government’s ban on the single
use plastic. Somganga and nine-step
filtered ‘Charnamrit’ can be taken
away by the devotees from the tem-
ple. In a short span of time, the
Somnath Temple Trust has set an
example which, if adopted by all,
may prove a game-changer in the
country. The Government is laying
stress on the revival of the water
bodies in the country. It has carried
out deep cleaning of the seabed with
the participation of the Coast Guard,
which helped in retrieving tonnes
of solid waste, which were lying at
the base of the Arabian Sea, Indian
Ocean and Bay of Bengal. Several
Beaches have been cleaned with the
participation of people and civil
society.

PM Modi’s call for the revival of
75 ‘Amrit Sarovars’ in 75 districts in
the country is also going to con-
tribute in a comprehensive manner
for the adoption of the LiFE prin-
ciples for the healthy relationships
between the people and nature. He
has shared several anecdotes in his
monthly radio broadcast ‘Mann ki
Baat’ of the people-led campaigns in
the rural parts of the country where
the collective individual efforts
have helped in reviving the water
bodies and cleaning the ponds,
rivers and rivulets.

The achievements of the Som-
nath Temple Trust complement
the efforts of people all across the
country in adopting the LiFE prin-
ciples. It will be worthwhile if the
example of the Somnath Temple
Trust is studied and accepted by all
the stakeholders.
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(The author is a Management
Consultant based in New

Delhi.)
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The British government
has strongly defended
the BBC and its editori-

al freedom in Parliament after
the Income-Tax department’s
survey operations on the UK-
headquartered media corpora-
tion’s New Delhi and Mumbai
offices over three days last
week.

A Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office
(FCDO) junior minister
responded to an urgent ques-
tion raised in the House of
Commons on Tuesday to say
that the government cannot
comment on the allegations
made by the I-T department
over an “ongoing investiga-
tion" but stressed that media
freedom and freedom of speech
are essential elements of
“robust democracies”.

David Rutley,
Parliamentary Under-Secretary
of the FCDO, pointed to a

“broad and deep relationship”
with India which meant the UK
was able to discuss a wide
range of issues in a “construc-
tive manner”.

“We stand up for the BBC.
We fund the BBC. We think the
BBC World Service is vital. We
want the BBC to have that edi-
torial freedom,” said Rutley.

“It criticises us (govern-
ment), it criticises the
(Opposition) Labour party,
and it has that freedom that we
believe is so important. That
freedom is key, and we want to
be able to communicate its
importance to our friends
across the world, including the
government in India,” he said.

Updating the Commons
on the issue, the minister said
India’s I-T department con-
ducted what has been
described as a survey on the
BBC’s offices in New Delhi and
Mumbai, beginning on
February 14 and finishing after
three days, on February 16.

Highlighting that the BBC
is “operationally and editorial-
ly independent”, the minister
said the public broadcaster
plays an important role and the
FCDO funds services in 12 lan-
guages, including four Indian
languages: Gujarati, Marathi,
Punjabi and Telugu.

“It will continue to do so,
because it is important to
ensure that our voice and an
independent voice, through
the BBC is heard throughout
the world,” he said.

Pressed on by Opposition
MPs on the “deeply worrying
raids” and asked about discus-
sions with the Indian govern-
ment, the minister added: “It is
because of our broad and deep
relationship with India that
we are able to discuss a wide
range of issues in a constructive
manner with its government.
As part of those conversations,
this issue has been raised and
we continue to monitor the sit-
uation.”

The urgent question was
raised by Northern Ireland
MP Jim Shannon, who brand-
ed the action a “deliberate act
of intimidation following the
release of an unflattering doc-
umentary about the country’s
leader” and sharply criticised
the UK government for failing
to make a statement on the
issue. “The raids happened
seven days ago. Since then I
say this respectfully there has
been silence from the Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development Office. No gov-
ernment statements have been
issued, and it has taken an
urgent question to encourage
the government to condemn
this blatant attack on press
freedoms,” said Shannon, a
member of Parliament for the
Democratic Unionist Party
(DUP).

British Sikh Labour MP
Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi
expressed his concerns that
“India, a nation with which we

have shared values of democ-
racy and press freedoms,
decided to conduct a raid on
the BBC offices after the air-
ing of a documentary critical
of the Indian Prime Minister’s
actions”. “These issues have
absolutely been raised as part
of those conversations,” the
minister responded.

Other Labour MPs point-
ed out that it was not the first
time that the authorities in
India had undertaken such
“investigations into media
organisations that are critical
of the current government”.

“We need to ensure that
our views on media freedom
are communicated clearly with
other governments. We have
those conversations not only
with the government of India,
but across the world. We think
these are very important prin-
ciples and, as I said, they are
essential elements for robust
democracies,” the minister
said.

“Our broad and deep rela-
tionship, guided by the com-
prehensive strategic partner-
ship and the 2030 road map
for India-UK future relations,
allows us to discuss a wide
range of issues in a construc-
tive manner with the govern-
ment of India. We continue to
follow the matter closely,” he
added.

Conservative Party MP
Bob Blackman, a vocal sup-
porter of the Indian govern-
ment, asked the minister to
confirm if the I-T authorities
in India have been investigat-
ing the BBC for seven years.

The minister, however,
declined to comment on “an
ongoing investigation that the
BBC is actively engaged in”.

The I-T department said
in a statement following the
survey that the income and
profits disclosed by the organ-
isation’s units were “not com-
mensurate with the scale of
operations in India”. 
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ABangladeshi-origin British
woman, who fled the UK

as a 15-year-old schoolgirl to
join the Islamic State (ISIS) ter-
rorist network, on Wednesday
lost a legal bid before a spe-
cialist tribunal to regain her
British citizenship and return
to the country.

Now aged 23, London-
born Shamima Begum had
challenged then Home
Secretary Sajid Javid’s decision
to revoke her British citizen-
ship on national security
grounds in 2019 at the Special
Immigration Appeals
Commission (SIAC).

Justice Robert Jay ruled
that concerns raised by her
lawyers over her “sexual
exploitation” and breaches of
duty by certain state bodies did
not trump the home secretary’s
legal duty to make a national
security decision to strip
Begum of her British nation-
ality.

“There is some merit in
the argument that those advis-
ing the secretary of state see
this as a black and white issue,
when many would say that
there are shades of grey,” said
Justice Jay.

“In my mind and that of
colleagues, it is not conceivable
that even a 15-year-old... an
intelligent, articulate and pre-
sumably critically thinking
individual – would not know
what (ISIS) was about. In
some respects, I do believe she
knew what she was doing and
had agency in doing so,” the
judgment notes.

The British government
has claimed Begum could seek
a Bangladeshi passport given
her heritage but her family has

argued that she is British and
has never held Bangladeshi cit-
izenship.

The specialist tribunal
accepted that Javid’s conclu-
sion to revoke her British cit-
izenship was “an integral part
of the overall national securi-
ty assessment carried out by
the Security Service” and
therefore not a matter for the
court. 

“If asked to evaluate all the
circumstances of Begum’s case,
reasonable people with knowl-
edge of all the relevant evi-
dence will differ, in particular
in relation to the issue of the
extent to which her travel to
Syria was voluntary and the
weight to be given to that fac-
tor in the context of all others,”
notes Justice Jay.

“Likewise, reasonable
people will differ as to the
threat she posed in February
2019 to the national securi-
ty of the United Kingdom,
and as to how that threat
should be balanced against
all countervailing consider-
ations. However, under our
constitutional settlement
these sensitive issues are for
the secretary of state to eval-
uate  and not  for  the
Commission,” he said.
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Germany said Wednesday that
it is expelling two Iranian

diplomats over the death sen-
tence imposed in Iran against one
of its citizens.

Authorities in Iran
announced Tuesday that Jamshid
Sharmahd, a 67-year-old Iranian-
German national and US resi-
dent, was sentenced to death after
being convicted of terrorist activ-
ities. Iran claims Sharmahd is the
leader of the armed wing of a
group advocating the restoration
of the monarchy that was over-
thrown in the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, but his family say he
was merely the spokesman for
the opposition group and deny he
was involved in any attacks.
They accuse Iranian intelligence
of abducting him from Dubai in

2020. German Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock said she
summoned Iran’s charge d’affaires
in Berlin and informed him that
“we will not accept this massive
breach of a German citizen’s
rights.”

“As a consequence the
German government has
declared two members of the
Iranian embassy unwanted per-
sons and asked them to leave
Germany at short notice,” she
said. “We demand that Iran
revokes the death sentence
against Jamshid Sharmahd and
allows him to have an appeal that
is fair and in line with the rule of
law.” Germany has said that
Sharmahd, who lives in
Glendora, California, did not
have “even the beginning of a fair
trial” and that consular access and
access to the trial had been

repeatedly denied. She also said
he had been arrested “under
highly questionable circum-
stances,” without elaborating.

The death sentence — which
can be appealed — comes against
the backdrop of months of anti-
government protests in Iran and
a fierce crackdown on dissent.
Monarchists based outside Iran
support the protests, as do other
groups and individuals with dif-
ferent ideologies.

The official website of Iran’s
judiciary said Sharmahd was
convicted of plotting terrorist
activities. He was tried in a
Revolutionary Court, where
proceedings are held behind
closed doors and where rights
groups say defendants are
unable to choose their lawyers
or see the evidence against
them.
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Israeli troops on Wednesday
entered a major Palestinian city

in the occupied West Bank in a
rare, daytime arrest operation,
triggering fighting that killed at
least 10 Palestinians and wound-
ed scores of others. 

The raid, which reduced a
building to rubble and left a
series of shops riddled with bul-
lets, was one of the bloodiest bat-
tles in nearly a year of fighting in
the West Bank and east
Jerusalem. 

A 72-year-old man was
among the 10 killed and 102 peo-
ple were wounded, Palestinian
officials said.

The brazen raid, coupled
with the high death toll, raised
the prospect of further blood-
shed. A similar raid last month
was followed by a deadly
Palestinian attack outside a
Jerusalem synagogue, and the
Hamas militant group warned
that “its patience is running
out.” The Israeli military said it
entered the city to arrest three
wanted militants suspected in
previous shooting attacks in the
West Bank. It said it tracked
down the men in a hideout.

The army said it surround-
ed the building and asked the
men to surrender, but instead
they opened fire. It said all three
were killed in a shootout. It said

that during the raid, armed sus-
pects “shot heavily toward the
forces,” which responded with
live fire. It said others hurled
rocks and explosives at the
troops. There were no Israeli
casualties. It released photos of
what it said were two automat-
ic rifles confiscated in the raid.

In the Old City of Nablus,
people stared at the rubble that
had been a large home in the
centuries-old casbah. From one
end to the other, shops were rid-
dled with bullets. P a r k e d
cars were crushed. Blood stained
the cement ruins. Furniture
from the destroyed home was
scattered among mounds of
debris.
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The Seattle City Council has
added caste to the city’s

anti-discrimination laws,
becoming the first US city to
specifically ban caste discrim-
ination.

Calls to outlaw discrimi-
nation based on caste, a divi-
sion of people based on birth
or descent, have grown louder
among South Asian diaspora
communities in the United
States. The movement is getting
pushback from some Hindu
Americans who argue that

such legislation maligns a spe-
cific community.

Proponents of the ordi-
nance approved by a 6-1 vote
Tuesday say caste discrimina-
tion crosses national and reli-
gious boundaries and that
without such laws, those facing
caste discrimination in the US
will have no protections.

The ordinance is a con-
tentious issue, especially among
the nation’s South Asian dias-
pora. Supporters argue it is
needed because caste is not
covered under existing civil
rights protections. Groups

opposing the measure say it will
malign a community that is
already the target of prejudice.

Council Member Kshama
Sawant, a socialist and the
only Indian-American on the
City Council, said the ordi-
nance, which she proposed,
does not single out one com-
munity, but it accounts for
how caste discrimination cross-
es national and religious
boundaries. The origins of the
caste system in India can be
traced back 3,000 years as a
social hierarchy based on one’s
occupation and birth. It is a sys-

tem that has evolved over the
centuries under Muslim and
British rule. The suffering of
those who are at the bottom of
the caste pyramid known as
Dalits has continued. Caste
discrimination has been pro-
hibited in India since 1948, a
year after the nation’s inde-
pendence from British rule.

Dalit activists from Seattle
and beyond rallied at Seattle
City Hall in support of the ordi-
nance, said Thenmozhi
Soundararajan, founder and
executive director of
California-based Equality Labs.

The US is the second most
popular destination for Indians
living abroad, according to the
Migration Policy Institute,
which estimates the US dias-
pora grew from about 206,000
in 1980 to about 2.7 million in
2021. 

The group South Asian
Americans Leading Together
reports that nearly 5.4 million
South Asians live in the US up
from the 3.5 million counted in
the 2010 census. Most trace
their roots to Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka.

�����������
�
�?�	���
����
�	�
��� � �)��0�

Ousted prime minister Imran
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf party on Wednesday began
a mass court arrest movement
from Lahore over what it called
the violation of fundamental
rights, abuse of the Constitution
and the economic meltdown.

The party shared footage of
senior leaders, including former
federal ministers Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, Asad Umar,
Senator Azam Swati and former
Punjab governor Omar Sarfraz
Cheema, sitting inside a police

van. They asked the police pre-
sent there to arrest them.

“Today 200 PTI workers
and Lahore leadership including
myself have presented them-
selves for arrest,” said Qureshi,
who is the vice-chairman of the
party. 

“This movement will con-
tinue until the imported gov-
ernment puts an end to the law-
lessness in the country” and is
held accountable for the last 10
months in the people’s court, he
added.

A large number of PTI
workers and leaders gathered at

the Jail Road. Some of the work-
ers had chained and kept them-
selves in an ‘artificial jail’ they
made.

The government has
imposed section 144 on differ-
ent roads including Mall Road
Lahore under which not more
than five people can gather
there. “We have violated section
144 to go to jail,” Qureshi insist-
ed. The Punjab government
and Federal Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah, however, said
that police will not arrest any
PTI worker for violating section
144.
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Russia and China showcased
their deepening ties

Wednesday in a series of meet-
ings in Moscow closely
watched for signs that Beijing
might offer stronger support to
the Kremlin for its war in
Ukraine.

The visit by Wang Yi, the
Chinese Communist Party’s
most senior foreign policy offi-
cial, comes as the conflict in
Ukraine continues to upend the
global diplomatic order.

Relations between Russia
and the West are at their low-
est point since the Cold War,
and ties between China and the
US are also under serious
strain.  Moscow suspended its
participation in the last remain-
ing nuclear arms control treaty
with Washington this week.
And the US expressed concern
in recent days that China could
provide arms and ammunition
to Russia.

Wang held talks with
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and met with
President Vladimir Putin.

Speaking at the start of
their talks, Lavrov noted that
“our ties have continued to
develop dynamically, and
despite high turbulence in the
global arena we have shown the
readiness to speak in defence of

each other’s interests.”
Wang responded in kind,

underlining Beijing’s focus on
deepening ties with Russia —
a relationship it says has “no
limits.”

China has pointedly
refused to criticise the inva-
sion of Ukraine — echoing
Moscow’s claim that the US
and NATO are to blame for
provoking the Kremlin while
blasting the punishing sanc-
tions imposed on Russia.
Russia, in turn, has staunch-
ly supported China amid ten-
sions with the US over

Taiwan.
The two nations have held

a series of military drills that
showcased their increasingly
close defence ties.

The rapprochement has
worried the West, leading US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken to warn that any
Chinese involvement in the
Kremlin’s war effort would be
a “serious problem.”

Wang’s talks with Lavrov
followed his meeting Tuesday
with Nikolai Patrushev, the
powerful secretary of Russia’s
National Security Council, who

called for closer cooperation
with Beijing to counter what he
described as Western efforts to
maintain dominance by
thwarting an alliance between
China and Russia.

The visit took place against
a backdrop of grinding battles
in Ukraine as neither side
appeared to gain momentum,
following weeks of virtual
stalemate during the winter.

Ukraine’s presidential
office said Wednesday that at
least seven civilians were killed
over the previous 24 hours.
Fight remained most intense in
eastern areas, Ukrainian offi-
cials said.

In the partially occupied
Donetsk region, the Ukrainian
governor of the region, Pavlo
Kyrylenko, accused the
Kremlin’s forces of adopting
“scorched-earth tactics” as they
pummeled cities, towns and
villages. In the neighbouring
Luhansk region, also largely
occupied, the Russian army
tried to break through
Ukrainian defences near the
city of Kreminna, but after a
“very heavy battle” the attack
subsided, Luhansk Gov. Serhii
Haidai said.

The growing relationship
between China and Russia is
another example of the ways
the war has spread into perilous
new terrain.
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China on Wednesday
sharply criticised a visit to

Taiwan by a senior Pentagon
official and reaffirmed it has
sanctioned Lockheed Martin
and a unit of Raytheon for sup-
plying military equipment to
the self-governing island
democracy.

The comments from the
Cabinet’s Taiwan Affairs Office
underscore the dramatic dete-
rioration in relations between
Beijing and Washington over
Taiwan, technology, spying
allegations, and, increasingly,
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Asked about the reported
visit by Michael Chase, deputy
assistant secretary of defence
for China, office spokesperson
Zhu Fenglian said China “res-
olutely opposes any official
interaction and military col-
laboration” between the US
and Taiwan.

Efforts by Taiwan’s ruling
Democratic Progressive Party
to cement the island’s inde-

pendence with foreign assis-
tance are “doomed to failure,”
Zhu told reporters.

China considers Taiwan
part of its territory to be
brought under its control by
force if necessary, and has been
stepping up its military and
diplomatic harassment. The
sides split amid civil war in
1949, and China’s authoritari-
an Communist Party has never
held sway over the island.

A Pentagon spokesperson
did not comment directly on
Chase’s visit, repeating that
“our commitment to Taiwan is
rock-solid and contributes to
the maintenance of peace and
stability across the Taiwan
Strait and within the
region.”Taiwan’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has said it had
no information about any such
visit.

Tensions between the US
and China again ratcheted up
last month after Washington
accused Beijing of sending a
spy balloon that was shot down
over the American East Coast.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken canceled a trip to
Beijing in the wake of the inci-
dent and said over the weekend
that the United States was con-
cerned China would provide
weapons to Russia for its war in
Ukraine.

China, which has declared
a “no limits” friendship with
Russia, has pointedly refused to
criticize Moscow’s actions,
blaming the US and NATO for
provoking the Kremlin, and has
blasted the punishing sanc-
tions imposed on Russia.
Russia, in turn, has strongly
backed China over Taiwan.

On a visit to Moscow
Tuesday, the Communist
Party’s top diplomat Wang Yi
said relations between Moscow
and Beijing are “solid as a
rock” and will “stand the test of
the volatile international situ-
ation.”

Russia and China have an
“excellent opportunity to con-
tinue close strategic coopera-
tion and contacts to protect our
shared strategic interests,”

Wang said.
Also this week, a delegation

of US lawmakers visiting
Taiwan met on Tuesday with
President Tsai Ing-wen, who
said she looked for increased
cooperation on issues from
security to climate change.

On Monday, the delegation
met with the head of the legis-
lature as part of their five-day
visit. They include Reps. Ro
Khanna of California, Tony
Gonzales of Texas, Jake
Auchincloss of Massachusetts
and Jonathan Jackson of
Illinois.

The congressional team
held talks with Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company’s founder Morris
Chang, considered the father of
the island’s world-leading
microchip industry that is now
investing heavily in US pro-
duction.

Khanna and Auchincloss
are both members of the new
House select committee
focused on competition with
China.
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President Joe Biden said
Wednesday that Russian

President Vladimir Putin made
a “big mistake” by suspending
his country’s participation in
the the last remaining US-
Russia nuclear arms control
treaty. The U.S. president was
in Poland to reassure eastern
flank NATO allies that the US
will remain by their sides amid
the grinding Russian invasion
of Ukraine.

In his first comments
since Putin’s announcement
Tuesday, Biden condemned
the Russian decision to pull
back from the treaty, known as
New START. The decision to
suspend Russian cooperation
with the treaty’s nuclear war-
head and missile inspections
follows Moscow’s cancella-
tion late last year of talks that
had been intended to salvage
an agreement that both sides

have accused the other of
violating.

Biden’s comments came as
he was wrapping up a whirl-
wind, four-day visit to Poland
and Ukraine with talks with
leaders from the Bucharest
Nine, a collection of nations in
the most eastern parts of the
NATO alliance that came
together in response to Putin’s
2014 annexation of Crimea
from Ukraine.

As the war in Ukraine
drags on, the Bucharest Nine
countries’ anxieties have
remained heightened. Many
worry Putin could move to take
military action against them
next if he’s successful in
Ukraine. The alliance includes
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Romania
and Slovakia.

“When Russia invaded, it
wasn’t just Ukraine being test-
ed. The whole world faced a

test for the ages,” Biden said in
an address from the foot of
Warsaw’s Royal Castle on
Tuesday to mark the somber
milestone of the year-old
Russian invasion. “Europe was
being tested. America was
being tested. NATO was being
tested. All democracies were
being tested.” 

Addressing concerns of the
NATO members that they
could be next, Biden on
Tuesday pledged America’s
ironclad commitment to the
mutual-defense treaty and
Ukraine’s defense.

“Appetites of the autocrat
cannot be appeased,” he said.
“They must be opposed.”

Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban, the right-wing
populist leader who argued
last week that the European
Union is partly to blame for
prolonging Russia’s war in
Ukraine, has balked at sanc-
tions on Moscow and arming

Kyiv. Orban was skipping the
meeting with Biden, and
President Katalin Novák was
attending in his stead.

Still, Klaus Iohannis, the
president of Romania, insisted
that “The B9 is stronger than
ever.”

Putin on Tuesday delivered
his own address, in which he
lashed out against Ukraine and
its Western allies. The Russian
president also announced
Moscow would suspend its
participation in the U.S.-Russia
arms control treaty. The move
is expected to have an imme-
diate impact on US visibility
into Russian nuclear activi-
ties, but the pact was already on
life support.

Biden met Tuesday in
Warsaw with Moldovan
President Maia Sandu, who
last week claimed Moscow was
behind a plot to overthrow her
country’s government using
external saboteurs.
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China’s ruling Communist Party as
well as the state institutions will

undergo a major revamp at a key meet-
ing of the party to be held here next
week, it was announced here on
Wednesday. 

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC)
headed by President Xi Jinping will hold
its second plenary session from
February 26 to 28, an official press
release after the political bureau meet-
ing of the Party held here on Tuesday

said. The Political Bureau discussed the
draft plan on the reforms of Party and
state institutions, which will be sub-
mitted to the second plenary session of
the Central Committee for review, it
said without disclosing the details of the
planned reforms.

The Central Committee which is
the top policy of the party was elected
at the once in five-year Congress of the
party held in October last year and con-
sisted of 203 members and 168 alternate
members.

Xi, 69, was re-elected for an
unprecedented third five-year term by

the Congress. The Central Committee
plenary session will be held ahead of the
annual session of China’s Parliament,
the National People’s Congress (NPC)
and the top advisory body the China
People’s  Pol it ica l  Consultat ive
Conference (CPPCC).

The two bodies were scheduled to
meet in the first week of next month.

After the NPC annual session,
China will unveil a new leadership,
including a new Premier to succeed the
incumbent Li Keqiang who is retiring. 

Barring Xi, almost all officials at the
top are expected to be replaced. 
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The Supreme Court is
weighing Wednesday

whether Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube can be sued over a
2017 Islamic State attack on a
Turkish nightclub based on
the argument the platforms
assisted in fuelling the growth
of the terrorist group.

What the justices decide to
do in this case and a related one
it heard Tuesday is important
particularly because the com-
panies have so far been shield-
ed from liability on the inter-
net, allowing them to grow into
the giants they are today.

On the first day of argu-
ments, the justices suggested
they had little appetite for a far-
reaching ruling that would
upend the internet.
Wednesday’s case about the
nightclub attack in which 39
people died could provide an
off-ramp for the justices if
they want to limit the impact
of what they do.

At the heart of the cases
before the justices are two fed-
eral laws. The first is Section
230 of the federal
Communications Decency Act,
which protects tech companies
from being sued over material
put on their sites by users. The
second is the Justice Against
Sponsors of Terrorism Act,
which allows Americans
injured by a terrorist attack
abroad to sue for money dam-
ages in federal court.

In Wednesday’s case, the
family of a man killed in the
Reina nightclub attack in
Istanbul sued Twitter, Facebook
and YouTube parent Google
under the terrorism law.
Nawras Alassaf ’s family mem-
bers, who are US citizens, say
the companies aided and abet-
ted the attack because they
assisted in the growth of the
Islamic State group, which
claimed responsibility for the
attack. A lower court let the
lawsuit go forward.

The platforms argue that

they can’t be sued because they
did not knowingly or substan-
tially assist in the Reina attack.
If the justices agree, they don’t
have to reach bigger questions
about Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act
and whether it protects plat-
forms when they recommend
content.

The broader questions
about Section 230 were at the
center of the case the justices
heard Tuesday. In that case, the
family of an American college
student who was one of 130
people murdered in the Paris
attacks sued under the terror-
ism law.

Nohemi Gonzalez ’s fami-
ly argued that the Islamic State
used YouTube to spread its
message and recruit people to
its cause. They said YouTube’s
algorithm, which recommends
videos to users based on their
viewing habits, was critical to
the Islamic State’s growth.
Lower courts ruled Section
230 barred the lawsuit. 
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Pakistan’s all-weather ally
China has approved a

loan of USD 700 million to
the cash-strapped country,
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
announced on Wednesday.

The announcement by
Dar on the loan by the Board
of China Development Bank
came a day after Pakistan’s
Nat ional  Assembly 
unanimously passed a  
money bill aimed at raising
tax revenues to fulfil the
demands set  by the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) for seeking a USD 
1.1 billion loan facility to
avoid an economic melt-
down.

“Formalities have been
completed and the Board of
China Development Bank
has approved the facility of
USD 700 mil l ion for
Pakistan. This amount is
expected to be received this
week by the State Bank of

Pakistan which will shore up
its forex reserves!” Dar
tweeted.  

Pakistan has a chronic
balance of payments problem
which was exacerbated in the
last year, with the country’s
forex reserves declining to
critical levels.

As of February 10, the
central bank had only USD
3.2 bi l l ion in reser ves ,
enough to cover barely three
weeks of imports.

To stem dollar outflows,
the government has imposed
restr ic t ions,  a l lowing
imports of only essential
food items and medicines
until a bailout is agreed upon
with the IMF, which is seen
as essential for the country to
stave off default.

The government headed
by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has decided to imple-
ment measures to cut down
on its  expenditures  by
increasing taxes on the pub-
lic and bringing down gov-

ernment expenses.
The government has also

ordered the Foreign Ministry
to slash the number of mis-
sions abroad and reduce
their offices, and staff and
initiate other measures to cut
down expenditures of the
debt-ridden nation by 15
per cent.

In November, finance
minister  Dar said that
Pakistan has secured a USD
13 billion bailout from China
and Saudi Arabia with USD
5.7 billion in fresh loans. Dar
was confident that the cash
would come before the IMF
programme revival.

However, it became clear
with time that Islamabad’s
old allies refused to dole out
more cash without the coun-
try first agreeing to the IMF’s
conditions. 

That was when Pakistan
had to invite the IMF mis-
sion to negotiate the deal,
The Express Tribune news-
paper reported.
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Indian-American tech entre-
preneur Vivek Ramaswamy

has launched his 2024 presi-
dential bid with a promise to
“put merit back” and end
dependence on China, becom-
ing the second community
member to enter the Republican
Party’s presidential primary after
Nikki Haley.

Ramaswamy, 37, whose par-
ents migrated to the United
States from Kerala and worked
at a General Electric plant in
Ohio, made the announcement
during a live interview on Fox
News’s prime time show of
Tucker Carlson, a conservative
political commentator.

He is the second Indian-
American to enter the
Republican presidential prima-
ry.

Earlier this month, two-
term former governor of South
Carolina and former US

Ambassador to the United
Nations, Haley announced her
presidential campaign. She
announced that she will contest
against her former boss and ex-
US President Donald Trump for
the Republican Party’s nomina-
tion.

“We are in the middle of this
national identity crisis, Tucker,
where we have celebrated our
differences for so long that we
forgot all the ways we are really
just the same as Americans
bound by a common set of ideals

that set this nation into motion
250 years ago,” Ramaswamy
said. He calls “wokeism” a
national threat “That’s why I am
proud to say tonight that I am
running for United States pres-
ident to revive those ideals in this
country,” he announced.

“I think we need to put
merit’ back into America’ in
every spirit of our lives,” he said,
adding that he will end affir-
mative action in “every sphere of
American life.”

A second-generation
Indian American, Ramaswamy
founded Roivant Sciences in
2014 and led the largest biotech
IPOs of 2015 and 2016, even-
tually culminating in success-
ful clinical trials in multiple dis-
ease areas that led to FDA-
approved products, according
to his bio.

He has founded other suc-
cessful healthcare and technol-
ogy companies, and in 2022, he
launched Strive Asset

Management, a new firm
focused on restoring the voices
of everyday citizens in the
American economy by leading
companies to focus on excel-
lence over politics.

“I’m all for putting America
first, but in order to put America
first, we have to first rediscover
what America is. And to me,
those are these basic rules of the
road that set this nation into
motion from meritocracy to
free speech, to self-governance
over aristocracy.

“The people who we elect
actually make them run the gov-
ernment rather than this can-
cerous federal bureaucracy.
That’s gonna be the heart of my
message,” Ramaswamy told Fox
News in an interview.

He said the US faces exter-
nal threats like the rise of China.

It “has got to be our top for-
eign policy threat that we’ve
gotta respond to, not pointless
wars somewhere else.”
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Five people, including a 63-
year-old woman office

aide, have been arrested for
breaking into the visa pro-
cessing centre of the
Indian High
Commission in Sri
Lanka, police said on
Wednesday.

The suspects
were arrested on
Tuesday, police said, a
day after the visa
application centre resumed
work after being closed on
February 15 due to a security
incident.

The woman, working as a
janitor at the centre, alleged-
ly tipped off her 54-year-old
accomplice that usually cash
worth Rs 3-4 million is kept in
the office. The accomplice,

along with the three aides,
broke into the centre, located
at a distance from the High
Commission’s high-security
area, in the early hours of
February 14. Two of the sus-

pects entered the
building through a
window, the police
said in a statement.

The group
searched for the
cash but fled with a
laptop and a
CCTV camera

monitor. 
The functions in the office

were suspended on February
15, owing to a security inci-
dent, according to the Indian
High Commission. All visa
applicants were notified to
reschedule their appoint-
ments, however, the centre
resumed work on Monday.
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Shares of Adani Group firms
fell sharply on Wednesday,

with all the listed firms ending
in the negative territory, in line
with an overall weak trend in
the equity market.

The ten listed firms suf-
fered a combined erosion of Rs
51,294.04 crore in their market
valuation on Wednesday.

Adani Enterprises stock
tumbled 10.43 per cent to set-
tle at Rs 1,404.85 on the BSE.
During the day, it tanked 11.94
per cent to Rs 1,381.05.

Shares of Adani Ports
declined 6.25 per cent, Adani
Power slumped 5 per cent,
Adani Transmission (5 per
cent), Adani Total Gas (5 per
cent), Adani Green Energy
(4.99 per cent), Adani Wilmar
(4.99 per cent) and Ambuja
Cements (4.92 per cent).

NDTV dropped 4.13 per
cent and ACC fell 3.97 per cent.

Many of the group firms
also hit their lower circuit lim-
its in the morning trade.
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Amid concerns over the
impact of rising tempera-

ture on wheat yields, govern-
ment-research body IARI on
Wednesday said the situation is
not alarming right now even as
it advised farmers to be ready
to take contingent measures
like light irrigation in case of
temperature soars beyond 35-
degree celsius in mid-March.

Wheat, a major rabi
(winter) crop, would be ready
for harvest next month. As the
Met office has forecast rising
temperatures in parts of the
country, farmers are worried
about a repeat of last year
when the heatwave hit the
crop yields.

Speaking with PTI, Indian
Agricultural Research Institute
(IARI) Director A K Singh said:
“The IMD (India
Meteorological Department)
has forecast that temperature
would remain 2-degree celsius
above normal but below 35-

degree celsius till the first fort-
night of March. A below 35-
degree celsius temperature is
not a concern for the wheat
crop.”

IARI’s agriculture and
weather scientists explained
heat is a major concern during
the crop maturity stage in mid-
March. The impact on the
crop is likely only if tempera-
tures remain above 35 degrees
celsius continuously for four
days.

Suppose the temperature
rises by 2 degrees celsius above
normal and then comes down
the next day, then there is not
much impact because the
wheat plant has the ability to
cope with it, they added.
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AKotak Mahindra Bank arm
on Wednesday announced

a �1,070 crore investment in
Biocon to help a subsidiary of
the Bengaluru-based company
in an acquisition.

The Kotak Special
Situations Fund (KSSF) invest-
ment will help Biocon
Biologics’ acquisition of the
biosimilars business of its part-
ner Viatris, according to an
official statement.

In November 2022, Biocon
Biologics had announced that
it has completed acquisition of
Viatris’ global biosimilars busi-

ness in a multi-billion dollar
deal.

A Kotak Bank statement
said Biocon Biologics is a fully
integrated biosimilars compa-
ny that has commercialised
eight biosimilars in key emerg-
ing and advanced markets such
as the US and Europe.

With this deal, KSSF said it
has fully deployed its $1 billion
corpus.
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Benchmark Sensex tanked
927 points while the broad-

er Nifty settled at a four-month
low on Wednesday due to an
intense selling in heavyweight
stocks triggered by geopolitical
and inflation concerns.

Losses in global equities
and across-the-board selling
ahead of the monthly expiry of
derivatives also hit the investor
sentiment, dragging down the
key indices for a fourth straight
day. The BSE Sensex tumbled
927.74 points or 1.53 per cent
to settle at 59,744.98, the low-
est closing level since February
1. As many as 29 of the Sensex
stocks declined. During the
day, it tanked 991.17 points or
1.63 per cent to 59,681.55.

The 50-issue NSE Nifty
declined 272.40 points or 1.53
per cent to end at a four-
month low of 17,554.30 with 47
of its constituents ending in the
red.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge declined by
1.16 per cent and smallcap
index fell by 1.09 per cent.

As many as 266 stocks hit

their 52-week low levels on
BSE. Investors’ wealth eroded
by �6.97 lakh crore
(�6,97,102.05 crore) in four
days of decline. The total mar-
ket valuation stands at
�2,61,33,883.55 crore.

“Resurgence of the cold
war between US & Russia has
brought apprehension in the
market. Although it should be
a short-term effect, the fear of
sanctions against Russia and its
degree of implication on the
economy, especially on food
and oil exports, is adding to the
anxiety. The market is just
recovering from the pandem-
ic, and high interest & inflation

are the headwinds in the back-
ground.

“It is presumed that this
war will be fought on an eco-
nomic front, limiting its effect
on strong economies like the
US & India. Awaiting the
release of Fed and RBI minutes
are the other major elements
that kept investors on the side-
lines,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

From the Sensex pack,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj Finserv,
Reliance Industries, Wipro,
HDFC Bank, HDFC, ICICI
Bank and Tata Steel were the
major laggards.
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Foreign direct investment
(FDI) into India declined by

15 per cent to $36.75 billion
during the April-December
this fiscal, according to the lat-
est Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade
data.

The FDI inflows stood at
$43.17 billion during the cor-
responding period of the pre-
vious year.

The total FDI inflows,
which includes equity inflows,
re-invested earnings and other

capital, declined to $55.27 bil-
lion during the nine months of
the current fiscal year as against
$60.4 billion in the year-ago
period.

During April-December
2022-23, Singapore emerged as
the top investor with $13 billion
FDI.  It was followed by
Mauritius ($4.7 billion), the US
(about $5 billion), the UAE
($3.1 billion), the Netherlands
($2.15 billion), Japan ($ 1.4 bil-
lion), and Cyprus ($1.15 bil-
lion), the data showed.

The computer software
and hardware sector attracted
the highest inflows of $8 billion
during the nine-month period
of this fiscal.

It was followed by services
($6.6 billion), trading ($4.14
billion), chemicals ($1.5 bil-
lion), automobile industry
($1.27 billion) and construction
(infrastructure) activities ($
1.22 billion). 
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi has proposed allowing

mutual funds to introduce five
new categories under ESG
(environmental, social and gov-
ernance) scheme.

The five new categories
should be exclusions, integra-
tion, best-in-class and positive
screening, impact investing
and sustainable objectives.

Presently, mutual funds
can launch only one ESG
scheme under the thematic
category of equity schemes.

Considering that AMCs
may want to launch multiple
diversified ESG schemes under
the ESG category, Sebi has
proposed that each asset man-
agement company should be
permitted to launch one ESG
scheme each under the five
subcategories. 

ESG schemes under the
proposed new category should

be permitted with a minimum
80 per cent investment of total
assets in equity or debt stocks
of a particular theme as per the
sub-categories. However, the
residual portion of the invest-
ment should not be starkly in
contrast to the philosophy of
the scheme.

“AMCs should endeavour
to have a higher proportion of
the assets under the ESG theme
and make suitable disclosures,”
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) said in its
consultation paper issued on
Monday.

For the ESG exclusions
scheme -- the regulator has

suggested that mutual funds
should exclude securities based
on certain ESG-related activi-
ties, business practices, or busi-
ness segments and the ESG
integration scheme should
explicitly consider ESG-related
factors that are material to the
risk and return of the invest-
ment, along with traditional
financial factors.

ESG best-in-class and pos-
itive screening scheme should
invest in companies that per-
form better than peers in ESG
parameters.

ESG impact investing
scheme should seek a non-
financial (real world) impact
and evaluate if that impact is
being measured and moni-
tored; and ESG sustainable
objectives scheme should aim
to invest in sectors, industries,
or companies that are expect-
ed to benefit from a long-term
macro or structural ESG relat-
ed trends.
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HDFC Bank, a major private
sector bank, and UAE-

based Lulu Exchange have
signed an MoU to strengthen
cross-border payments
between India and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
region.

In the first phase of the
partnership, Lulu Exchange’s
expertise and regulatory frame-
work would be utilised to
launch a digital inward remit-
tance service titled
‘RemitNow2India’.

That will allow resident
individuals of UAE to send
money to any bank account in
India via IMPS and NEFT
through HDFC’s digital bank-
ing channels, a release issued by
the bank on Tuesday said.

“The partnership will also
look to strengthen the existing
relationship between the two
entities in India, where LuLu
Financial Group operates LuLu
Forex and the NBFC division
LuLu Finserv,” it said. 

Arvind Vohra, Group
Head of Retail Branch Banking
in HDFC Bank, said the part-
nership will build on each
other’s strengths.
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Volvo Car India on
Wednesday said it has

hiked prices of its Mild-Hybrid
models by up to 2 per cent in
order to offset the impact of
duty hike in the Budget.

The prices of the mild
hybrid variants of XC40, XC60,
S90 and XC90 have been
increased by 1-2 per cent, the
automaker said in a statement.

Subsequent to the price
increase, the ex-showroom
price of the XC40 B4 Mild
Hybrid will be �46.4 lakh;
XC60 B5 Mild Hybrid at �67.5
lakh; the S90 B5 Mild Hybrid
at �67.9 lakh; the XC90 B6
Mild Hybrid at �98.5 lakh.
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The rupee depreciated by 10
paise to settle at 82.89 (pro-

visional) against the US dollar
on Wednesday, as intense sell-
ing pressure in domestic equi-
ties and a strong greenback
overseas dented the sentiment.

However, a sharp decline
in crude oil prices in the inter-
national market restricted the
rupee’s fall, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened flat at 82.79, and it
moved in a tight range of 82.89
to 82.79 during the session.

It finally closed at 82.89
against the US dollar, register-
ing a fall of 10 paise over its
previous close of 82.79.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, was trading

0.12 per cent higher at 104.23
ahead of the release of the
Federal Open Market
Committee meeting minutes
later in the day. 

Bond yields in the US have
shot higher this month on
anticipation of a firmer action
by the Federal Reserve in its
efforts to stamp out inflation.

Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst at LKP
Securities said, “Rupee traded
weak below 82.85 amid
increasing bond prices in the
US which have spiked above
November 2022 rates. 
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Go l d
p r i c e

rose �90 to
�56,350 per
10 gram in the national capital
on Wednesday amid gains in
prices of the precious metal
overseas, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
yellow metal had ended at
�56,260 per 10 gram.

Silver also jumped �113 to
�66,083 per kg.

“Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at
�56,350 per 10 gram, up �90
per 10 gram,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst - Commodities
at HDFC Securities, said.

In the overseas market,
gold was trading higher at
$1,841 per ounce while silver
was marginally up at $21.84 per
ounce.
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Horticulture sector is being
considered as a driver of

economic growth and is grad-
ually turning into an organised
industry linked to seed trading,
value addition and exports,
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar said on
Wednesday.

Inaugurating virtually a
four-day National Horticulture
Fair being held in Bengaluru,
Tomar said horticulture plays
an important role in doubling
the income of farmers and
providing essential nutritional
security. 

“Rapid increase in pro-
duction and availability of hor-

ticulture crops will help in
bridging the gap between nutri-
tional security of the country,”
Tomar said.

According to an official
statement, he said the country’s
horticulture production has
increased 13 times from 25 mil-
lion tonnes in 1950-51 to 331
million tonnes during 2020-21,
which is more than foodgrain
production.
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Aday after a real-time pay-
ments system linkage was

established between India and
Singapore using the UPI plat-
form, State Bank of India on
Wednesday announced a part-
nership with PayNow, the
online payment system of the
city state, for cross-border pay-
ments.

The facility is offered
through SBI’s Bhim SBIPay
mobile application and the
linkage will allow fund trans-
fers from India to Singapore
through registered mobile
numbers, and from Singapore
to India using the UPI ID, the
bank said in a statement.

The UPI-PayNow linkage

is a significant milestone
towards developing an infra-
structure for cross-border pay-
ments between the two coun-
tries and the initiative closely
aligns with the G20’s priorities
of driving faster, cheaper, and
more transparent cross-bor-
der payments.

The inward bilateral remit-
tance between the two coun-
tries was around $949 million
in 2021 according to the World
Bank bilateral remittances
matrix, the bank said.
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NHAI on Wednesday said it
is exploring the use of

phosphor-gypsum waste mate-
rial, a by-product of fertilizer
production, in the construction
of national highway.

NHAI, along with
the Department of Fertilizers,
Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers, is going to take up
field trials on projects for use
of phosphor-gypsum in the
construction of national high-
way to achieve a circular econ-
omy in the use of gypsum.

An Indian fertilizer com-
pany has constructed a road
using phosphor-gypsum,
which was evaluated by the
Central Road Research
Institute (CRRI). Based on
their report, the Indian Road
Congress (IRC) has accredited
neutralised phosphor-gypsum
waste material for road con-
struction for three years,
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) said in a
statement.

The fertilizer company and
CRRI have been asked to take
up field trials on an NHAI pro-
ject to evaluate performance of
phosphor-gypsum on a nation-
al highway.
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State-run Food Corporation
of India (FCI) sold 5.08 lakh

tonnes of wheat to bulk con-
sumers like flour millers in the
third round of e-auction held
on Wednesday.

In the first two rounds,
nearly 13 lakh tonnes of wheat
have been sold under the Open
Market Sale Scheme (OMSS)
to bulk users as part of steps to
cool down retail prices of the
foodgrain and wheat 
flour. 

The next weekly e-auction
will be held on March 1.

“About 5.08 lakh tonne of
wheat has been sold to bulk
consumers under the OMSS
today,” FCI Chairman and
Managing Director Ashok K
Meena told PTI.
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Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone has repaid

�1,500 crore loan and will
repay another �1,000 crore in
commercial papers due in
March. The Adani Group firm
paid �1,000 crore to SBI Mutual
Fund and �500 crore to Aditya
Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund.
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India continues to remain a
relative “bright spot” in the

world economy, and will alone
contribute 15 per cent of the
global growth in 2023,
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) managing director
Kristalina Georgieva said.

While digitisation pulled
out the world’s fifth-largest
economy from pandemic lows,
prudent fiscal policy and sig-
nificant financing for capital
investments provided in the
next year’s budget will help sus-
tain the growth 
momentum.

“India’s performance has
been quite impressive. For this
year, we expect India to retain
a high growth rate, 6.8 per cent
for the year that ends in March.
For FY 2023/24 (April 2023 to
March 2024) we project 6.1 per
cent, a bit of slow down like the
rest of the world economy, but
way above the global average.
And in that way, India is pro-
viding about 15 per cent of
global growth in 2023,”
Georgieva told PTI in an inter-

view.
That is the fastest growth

rate among major economies.
India remains a bright spot

at a time when the IMF is pro-
jecting 2023 to be difficult
with global growth slowing
down from 3.4 per cent last
year to 2.9 per cent in 2023, she
observed.

“Why is India a bright
spot? Because one, the country
has done really well to turn the
digitalization that has been
already moving quite well into
a major driver of overcoming
the impact of the pandemic and
creating opportunities for

growth and jobs,” the
Managing Director noted.

“Second, because India’s
fiscal policy has been respon-
sive to economic conditions.
We have seen the new budget
presented, and it signals the
commitment to fiscal consoli-
dation, while at the same time
provides significant financing
for capital investments. And
three, because India didn’t shy
away to learn the lessons from
the pandemic and to imple-
ment very strong policies to
overcome what has been real-
ly a difficult time for a number
of months,” she said.
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Majority of members of the
high-powered Monetary

Policy Committee (MPC) of
the Reserve Bank were con-
cerned about heightened infla-
tion even as two panellists
raised objections against an
increase in the benchmark
interest rate, according to the
minutes of the meeting released
on Wednesday.

Following the recommen-
dations of the MPC, the RBI
increased the rate by 25 basis
points on February 8, taking
the repo rate to 6.5 per cent. It
was the sixth straight hike
since May 2022. 

“The fight against inflation
is complicated by the global
outlook. There is some con-
sensus growing around a
milder slowdown than earlier
feared, although geographical

disparities complicate the prog-
nosis. Be that as it may, the out-
look for global inflation is
turning more uncertain than
before,” Patra opined as per
minutes of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC). 

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das, who heads the
six-member MPC, also said
overall, there is considerable
uncertainty at this stage on the
evolving inflation trajectory.
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The continuing global uncer-
tainity has complicated the

fight against inflation, opined
Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor Michael Debabrata
Patra during the Monetary
Policy Committee meeting held
on February 8.
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England Test skipper Ben
Stokes is set to leave IPL early

to lead his side in the one-off
Ireland Test and prepare for the
Ashes series.

The IPL final is set to be
played on May 28, four days
before the one-off Ireland Test
at Lord's on June 1, while the
marquee Ashes series against
Australia will begin on June 16.

Stokes, who missed the last
two editions of the cash-rich
league due to various reasons,
was bought by four-time cham-
pions Chennai Super Kings for
a whopping Rs 16.25 crore in
IPL auction in December.

Stokes said he will be back
in England to prepare for the
busy English summer even if
CSK reach the final stages of the
IPL.

When asked if he'll play the
Ireland Test, Stokes said "Yes, I'll
play."

"I'll be making sure that I
give myself enough time to get
back and play that (Ireland)
game," Stokes said ahead of
England's second Test with New
Zealand.

The all-rounder said he will
consult the other England Test
players competing in the IPL,
what they want to do to prepare
for the Ashes.

The likes of Joe Root, Mark

Wood, Jonny Bairstow, Liam
Livingstone, Jofra Archer, Sam
Curran and Harry Brook are set
to play the IPL.

"I'll probably get round the
individuals and ask them what
they want to be ready for for the
Ashes, because those five games
are obviously the big ones of the
summer, and you've got to think
about what lads want.

"But what if something was

to happen in that game (Ireland)
and we lose someone for the
Ashes ... It's just one of those
where you have to weigh up the
options of what the individual
person actually wants out of that
week, versus do we really need
to play that one.

"Because, obviously, I'm
right in saying that series is big-
ger than that game against
Ireland," he added. 

Anju Jain as assistant coach, while
former Australian cricketers Ashley
Noffke is the bowling coach and
four-time world champion Lisa
Sthalekar is the team's mentor. 

The WPL is set to be played in
Mumbai from March 4 to 26. 

A total of 22 matches will be
played at the Brabourne Stadium and
DY Patil Stadium. 

The UP Warriorz will open
their campaign against Gujarat
Giants at the DY Patil Stadium on
March 5. 

UP Warriorz squad: Alyssa
Healy (Captain), Sophie Ecclestone,
Deepti Sharma, Tahlia McGrath,
Shabnim Ismail, Anjali Sarvani,
Rajeshwari Gayakwad, Parshavi
Chopra, Shweta Sehrawat, S Yashasri,
Kiran Navgire, Grace Harris, Devika
Vaidya, Lauren Bell, Laxmi Yadav
and Simran Shaikh. 
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UP Warriorz have named star
Australian wicketkeeper-batter

Alyssa Healy as their captain for the
inaugural Women's Premier League,
scheduled to be held next month in
Mumbai. 

The UP Warriorz, owned by
Capri Global Holdings Private
Limited, have put together a dynam-
ic and well-balanced squad for the
franchise based league.

Healy, one of the most re-
cognised faces in women's cricket, is
a highly experienced and seasoned
campaigner, having played 139 T20Is
for Australia, scoring close to 2,500
runs, with one century and 14 fifties. 

She is also considered to be one
of the best wicket-keeper batters in
the sport, with 110 dismissals in
T20Is. 

One of the senior-most members
of the dominant Australian side,
Healy has been a vital cog in the
wheel, and is known to reserve her
best performances for the biggest
stages, such as the 2020 Women's T20
World Cup final in Melbourne. 

"I am delighted to have the
chance to captain the UP Warriorz
in the inaugural edition of the historic
WPL that will be played in Mumbai.
The WPL is a tournament we have
all been keenly waiting on, and the
UP Warriorz have a fantastic squad,
waiting to making a splash once
things get going," said Healy. 

"We have a good mix of experi-
ence and youth along with ability and
look forward to putting on a show for
our fans. We are here to win and be
ruthless in our brand of cricket." 

The UP Warriorz side, which is
coached by England's Jon Lewis, has
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Having put up a patchy
performance in the
Women's T20 World

Cup thus far, India will have to
lift their game drastically against
nemesis Australia in the first
semifinal here on Thursday.

India, who have been
among the top teams over the
last five years but unable to win
a major trophy, have expected-
ly made the semifinals of anoth-
er ICC event.

However, they have been
guilty of self-destructing in the
past especially in a knock-out
game against England or
Australia.

Australia beat India in the
previousT20 World Cup final at
home and more recently at
Commonwealth Games gold
medal match in Birmingham
last year. 

Women's cricket in India
has grown massively since the
final appearance at the ODI
World Cup in 2017 and now it
is high time the team converts
its promise into performance by
stepping up in a do-or-die game
like the one on Thursday. 

Though the Harmanpreet
Kaur-led side won three of its
four games in the group stage,
not one performance could be
called convincing including the
game against Ireland. Their sole

loss came against England. 
Considering the way India

have played so far, one can only
hope that somehow they are able
to fix all their issues for the big
game, whether it is the inconsis-
tent top-order, the inability to hit
sixes barring Richa Ghosh or the
high dot ball percentage.

Opener Shafali Verma made
her international debut more
than three years ago and though
still a teenager, she has not
been able to learn from her mis-
takes, mainly her inability to

rotate the strike and her suscep-
tibility against the short ball. 

Skipper Harmanpreet her-
self will be under tremendous
pressure to perform having not
done anything of note so far in
the World Cup. She is one of the
few batters who can hit the ball
long but has been inconsistent
for far too long. 

Another loss in a World
Cup knock-out game could end
her captaincy tenure.

Jemimah Rodrigues has
done alright in the tournament

but needs to do more to help the
team's cause. 

Star batter Smriti Mandhana
has been among the consistent
performers and once again she
will be critical to the team's
chances against Australia, who
are known to raise their game in
a big game to 'invincible levels'. 

The Meg Lanning-led side
would be carrying a 22-match
T20 winning streak into the
semifinal.

Australia have lost just two
official matches in any format

since dropping a T20 game to
New Zealand in March 2021,
but notably, both of those defeats
have come against India. In
December, they outplayed India
4-1 in the series played in
Mumbai.

In the bowling department,
pacer Renuka Thakur has been
India's best bowler in the event
with seven wickets so far, includ-
ing a five for 15 against England.

Deepti Sharma went for
runs in her one over against
Ireland, but she has been the
most consistent in the spin
department. The likes of Pooja
Vastrakar, Rajeshwari Gayakwad
and Radha Yadav will have to be
much more accurate against
the rampaging Aussies.

Australia opener Betth
Mooney is wary of India's chal-
lenge though going by past
results, they should win com-
fortably.

"I'm expecting it to be a
huge contest, they've pushed us
significantly in the last few
years, and they have a bunch of
match winners in that line-up as
well," Mooney told reporters
here on Tuesday.

"We're not expecting it to be
easy by any means, whether it's
with a bat or the ball, but we cer-
tainly know the style of play
they've come at us with in the
past and they know ours pretty
well, too."

Harmanpreet said though
her team lost the home series,
the players got a lot of confi-
dence out of the high scoring
five games.

"I think that series gave us
a lot of confidence, you know,
the brand of cricket we played in
that particular series was some-
thing which gave us a lot of con-
fidence.

"And now we know them
very well. We played five games
back-to-back and then one prac-
tice game, we know, their
strength, their weakness."

Although wicket-keeper
Alyssa Healy missed Australia's
final group game against South
Africa with quad soreness, the
opener is fit for Thursday's
match.

TEAMS (FROM):
India: Harmanpreet Kaur (c),
Smriti Mandhana, Shafali
Verma, Yastika Bhatia, Richa
Ghosh, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Harleen Deol, Deepti Sharma,
Devika Vaidya, Radha Yadav,
Renuka Thakur, Anjali Sarvani,
Pooja Vastrakar, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad and Shikha Pandey.
Australia squad: Meg Lanning
(c), Alyssa Healy, Darcie Brown,
Ashleigh Gardner, Kim Garth,
Heather Graham, Grace Harris,
Jess Jonassen, Alana King, Tahlia
McGrath, Beth Mooney, Ellyse
Perry, Megan Schutt, Annabel
Sutherland, Georgia Wareham.

PATCHY INDIA WILL HAVE TO LIFT THEIR GAME AGAINST OZ
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India's Ravichandran Ashwin
rose a place to second, while

his compatriot Ravindra Jadeja
jumped seven rungs to be
among the top-10 bowlers in the
latest ICC Men's Test Player
Rankings issued here on
Wednesday.

Jadeja has progressed to the
ninth position after his 10-
wicket match haul in the second
Test against Australia in New
Delhi, the first time that he had
broken in the top-10 since
September 2019. Injured pacer
Jasprit Bumrah is the other
Indian bowler in top-10, as he
occupies the fifth spot.

Veteran England seamer
James Anderson leads the list but
Australia captain Pat Cummins
has dropped two places to third. 

Axar Patel's late-order hero-
ics have pushed him into the top

five in all-rounders' list, which
is being headed by Jadeja and
Ashwin. 

Australia's Marnus Labus-
chagne continues to top the Test
batters list, followed by Steve
Smith and Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam.

India's Rishabh Pant, who is
out of action for an indefinite
period following a horrific car
crash, is static at sixth, while
skipper Rohit Sharma continues
to be seventh. England batters
Ollie Pope (up six places to
23rd), Harry Brook (up 12
places to 31st) and Ben Duckett
(up 13 places to 38th) have
achieved career-best rankings, as
have New Zealand's Tom Blun-
dell and Devon Conway. 

Blundell's first innings
knock of 138 has lifted him four
places to 11th while Conway's 77
has helped him move up five
places to 17th. 
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Laura Wolvaardt and Tazmin
Brits struck unbeaten half

centuries during their uncon-
quered 117-run opening part-
nership as South Africa thrashed
Bangladesh by 10 wickets to
reach the semifinals of the ICC
Women's T20 World Cup here.

The Proteas finished second
in Group 1, behind defending
champions Australia who won
all their four matches.

South Africa, New Zealand
and Sri Lanka ended their group
engagements on four points
each. But the hosts made it to the
semifinals as they have the best
net run rate of +0.738 among the
three teams. 

New Zealand and Sri Lanka
have NRR of +0.138 and - 1.460
respectively.

The Sune Luus-led side,
thus, became the first South
African team — male or female,
junior or senior — to reach the
final four of a major ICC event
staged on their soil.

South Africa play Group 2
toppers England — who are
unbeaten so far — in the second
semifinal here on Friday.

Wolvaardt (66 not out off 56
balls) and Brits (50 not out off
51 balls) struck their team's
first half-centuries of the tour-
nament as South Africa overhaul
Bangladesh's 114-run target
with 13 balls to spare, reaching
117 for no loss in 17.5 overs on
Tuesday.

Bangladesh opted to bat
and the Proteas struck twice in
the powerplay, with Murshida
Khatun chipping Marizanne
Kapp to mid-on for a six-ball
duck and Shamima then skying
Shabnim Ismail to midwicket.

From 22 for two, skipper
Nigar Sultana Joty and Sobhana
Mostary carefully rebuilt the

innings and rotated strike nice-
ly without peppering the bound-
ary.

Sobhana was dropped by
Brits on 25 but the third-wick-
et stand was snapped at 33
when she missed a slog sweep
across the line and Nonkululeko
Mlaba hit the stumps.

The 16-year-old Shorna
Akter showcased her talent by
lofting Mlaba over mid-off but
soon departed when she was
yorked by Ayabonga Khaka at 81
for four.

Kapp came back and
showed her class with a slower
ball that got the big wicket of
Nigar Sultana, comprehensive-
ly bowled for 30.

Khaka repeated the yorker
trick to get rid of Fargana Hoque
but as the Proteas began to tire
in the field, Bangladesh inched
their way up to 113 for six.

South Africa's reply was a
fraught affair from the very
start.

Nine runs came from the
first four overs, Brits was
dropped by Sobhana and
Wolvaardt somehow survived a
mix-up in the middle.

Wolvaardt hit a towering six
over mid-on but Brits only sur-
vived thanks to Shamima miss-
ing two stumping chances off the
spinners as they crawled to 43
for no loss from 10 overs.

The pressure gradually
eased and the much-needed
big overs eventually came.

Brits peeled back-to-back
boundaries off Shorna's leg-
spin and Wolvaardt brought up
her half-century from 48 balls by
flaying Nahida Akter twice
through the off-side.

Brits brought up her sixth
T20 International half-century
and two balls later, Wolvaardt
struck successive boundaries to
put her side in the final four. 
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Australia skipper Meg Lan-
ning believes her side will

not go into the Women's T20
World Cup semi-final against
India with a psychological edge,
saying past results don't matter
against a strong team.

Australia will take on India
for a place in the World Cup
final, after defeating Harman-
preet Kaur's side 4-1 in the five-
match T20I series last December
and also the 2022 Common-
wealth Games final in Birming-
ham, besides triumphing in the
2020 T20 World Cup final at
MCG.

"I don't think so (Australia
will have a psychological advan-
tage)," said Lanning on the eve
of the semi-final here.

"Both teams start at the
same level tomorrow when we
come out and play. What's hap-
pened in the past doesn't make
a difference. We need to come

out and play our best cricket and
play the way that we want to. 

"And in India, we look to do
the same. So, as I said, it's going
to be an incredible game, two
world-class teams going at it.
And it's about putting out your
best performance on the day,"
added Lanning.

The captain also said beat-
ing India in the five-match
series last December in Mumbai
doesn't make Australia firm
favourites, given that the oppo-
nents are an "incredible side" and
are not relying on just a couple
of players to win them games.

"I'm not sure (Australia are
favourites), to be honest. We
obviously both know each other
very well. They're (India) an
incredible side. They've got
some match winners and world-
class players and it's going to be
a cracking game.

"Obviously, we came here to

be part of a game like this and
we're expecting to have to play
at our best to win. And that's
something that I know this
group is up for and we're certain-
ly very much looking forward to
it."

She also added that India
now have a strong group which
bats deep and is able to deliver
in big-ticket events.

"I think that they've shown
that they're not relying on one
or two players. They've got
some great depth as well. So, for
us as a team, we've had to pre-
pare for all their players to do
well.

"And I think when you get
to that point as a squad, you
know you're going to be in
most games because T20 crick-
et, some things work out, some
things don't. And sometimes it's
not going to be your day. "But as
long as someone steps up, then
that's the most important thing.
And that's what they've shown
to be able to do. 

"They've really created that
real strong group of players
who have played a lot of crick-
et together now. And they're able
to deliver. So, we know they're
strong. And that sort of just
makes the challenge even greater
and something we look forward
to."
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Australia spinner Ashton Agar has
flown home after he was released

from the Test squad touring India to
play domestic cricket, national selector
Tony Dodemaide said on Wednesday.

Agar will play for Western Australia
in the closing stages of the domestic sea-
son. The 29-year-old left-arm spinner
is the latest Australian to return home
midway into the tour, with the visitors
having lost the first two Tests of the
four-match series.

"(Agar) has worked incredibly

hard, he's done his absolute best to sup-
port the team. We acknowledge all work
he's done, he's worked his backside off,"
Dodemaide said.

"In the first Test (in Nagpur) it was
a very close call (between Murphy, Agar
and Swepson) as to what spin structure
we went with. The question mark of
whether the two off-spinners could go
together," said the selector on tour. 

"We had Matthew Kuhnemann
coming in for the second Test – again
a very close call with that. We just decid-
ed that Matthew's style would be suit-
ed to the conditions there."

Agar has returned home without
playing any match as off-spinner Todd
Murphy was selected ahead of him for
the first Test in Nagpur. In the second
Test, even though Australia opted for

three spinners, Agar was again left out,
with fellow left-arm spinner Matthew
Kuhnemann making his debut.

The third Test of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy begins in Indore on
March 1. The final match will be played
in Ahmedabad from March 9.

Opening batter David Warner and
fast bowler Josh Hazlewood have
already returned home after being
ruled out with injuries.

Agar is set to play in WA's next
Sheffield Shield game on March 2 and
the 50-over Marsh Cup final on March
8.

Leg-spinner Mitchell Swepson,
who went back home prior to the sec-
ond Test in Delhi for the birth of his
child, and skipper Pat Cummins, who
returned home for family reasons, are
scheduled to join the touring squad
ahead of the Indore game.

Agar has played just five Tests since
making his debut in 2013 and he has
become a top international limited-
overs bowler in recent years.

"That's for others to judge but it

seems to be going that way," the selec-
tor said when asked about increasing
difficulty for players to switch between
formats. "Ronnie (coach Andrew
McDonald) has talked about the diffi-
culty of remaining an all-format play-
er in any discipline, spinning equally so.
There are very few who can adjust real-
ly quickly and who are suited to all three
formats.

"To be fair to Ash he doesn't play
a lot of first-class cricket either and that's
the nature of the modern game. 

"He's continuing to work on that,
he's worked really hard on that with the
coaches, particularly (assistant coach
and former left-arm spinner) Dan
Vettori. But right now (returning
home) is a logical and constructive way
forward for Ash and the team."
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