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The Central Bureau of
Investigation on Sunday

arrested Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia in
connection with the excise
policy case after nearly eight
hours of questioning.

Sisodia was arrested as he
was evasive and his answers to
the CBI questionnaire were
unsatisfactory, officials said.
The excise policy case relates to
alleged corruption in the for-
mulation and implementation
of the now-scrapped excise
policy for 2021-22.

Sisodia arrived at the CBI
headquarters around 11.15 AM
for the second round of ques-
tioning, they said. 

Before putting him under
arrest, officials of the CBI's
Anti-Corruption Branch
(ACB) grilled Sisodia on vari-
ous aspects of the excise poli-
cy, his alleged link with Dinesh
Arora and other accused men-
tioned in the first information
report (FIR), and details of
message exchanges from mul-
tiple phones among others,
they said. 

Sisodia was served a notice
under Section 41A of the
Criminal Procedure Code for
attending the investigation on
February 19.  However, he

sought time of one week citing
his preoccupation. Accepting
his request, he was issued a
notice again for attending the
investigation Sunday (February
26) for answering various ques-
tions allegedly evaded by him
during his examination on
October 17, 2022. 

“However, he gave evasive
replies and did not cooperate
with the investigation despite
being confronted with evi-
dence to the contrary.
Therefore, he has been arrest-
ed,” a CBI statement said. 

He will be produced before
the designated court here on
Monday, it added. The instant
case was registered against the
Deputy Chief Minister, who

held the Excise portfolio, and
14 others for investigation into
the matter of alleged irregu-
larities in framing and imple-
mentation of Excise Policy
2021-22 and extending post
tender benefits to private per-
sons.

A charge-sheet was filed on
December 25, 2022, against the
then CEO of a Mumbai-based
private company and six oth-
ers. Further investigation is
being carried out, the CBI
said. The CBI investigators
were not satisfied with Sisodia's
responses. The agency esti-
mated that custodial interro-
gation was necessary to put
Sisodia through intense ques-
tioning, they said. Before leav-

ing for the CBI office earlier in
the day, Sisodia had expressed
apprehension that he may be
arrested.  The Deputy CM
went to Raj Ghat along with his
supporters before reaching the
CBI headquarters which had
been turned into an impreg-
nable fortress by Delhi Police
by raising four layers of barri-
cades on the JLN Stadium
Road since 1 AM, officials
said.

Media personnel and
passersby were stopped at the
SCOPE Complex gate, around
500 meters from the CBI
Headquarters, to prevent any
protests or breakdown of law
and order, they said.
Addressing the media and sup-
porters from his official vehi-
cle, a white-coloured electric
car, Sisodia expressed appre-
hensions about his arrest.

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress on Sunday
vowed to protect the Grand

Old Party’s political values
against the BJP's “authoritarian”,
“communal” and “crony capi-
talism” onslaught, and in this
effort expressed whole-hearted
willingness for alliances.

The party made yet anoth-
er high-pitched stride resem-
bling the Udaipur Chintan
Shivir Declaration in May 2022,
which however, could not trans-
late into votes resulting in
defeats in Assembly polls held
in Punjab, Gujarat and Goa. The
Congress, under a new non-
Gandhi leadership of
Mallikarjun Kharge, is under-
stood to have recognised the
importance of the coming
round of crucial Assembly polls.

“The party is prepared to
work with like-minded political
parties on the basis of a com-
mon, constructive programme
to preserve and protect the
Constitution in letter and spir-
it, and to address the three main
challenges facing the country:
growing economic inequality,
intensifying social polarisation
and deepening political dicta-
torship,” the Congress said.

The party summed up its
three-day plenary session in
Raipur that concluded with the
Raipur Declaration and the
announcement of another East
to West Yatra, similar to the
3,500-km Kanyakumari-to-
Kashmir Bharat Jodo Yatra that
ended in January.  

Continued on Page 2

��������	
�����	���
	������	���������	���	���������	����	�
�����	�������	��
���	���	����	��	����	������	��	������	 ���	�����

���	���������	�� 2���


Ahead of the beginning of
the spring season in

Kashmir Valley, “unidentified”
terrorists on Sunday killed a
member of the Kashmiri
Pandit community in “cold
blood” by pumping bullets
from a very close range in the
busy market area of Achan in
South Kashmir district of
Pulwama.

It is the first attack on a
member of the minority com-
munity in Kashmir this year.
Last year, a total of 29 civilians
were killed by terrorists,
including 21 locals (six Hindus,
including three Kashmiri
Pandits, and 15 Muslims) and
eight from other States.

The deceased has been
identified as Sanjay Sharma by
the local police. He is survived
by his wife and two children.
The family of the deceased
Kashmiri Pandit had not
migrated from the Valley even
during the peak days of mili-
tancy. Kashmiri Pandit
Sangarsh Samiti in a tweet
said, "Sanjay Sharma was

brother of a local Kashmiri
Pandit priest Bhushan Lal
Sharma. He also worked as an
ATM guard in the local branch
of J&K Bank.”

According to one of his
colleagues, Sanjay Sharma was
directed not to come on duty
in the wake of targeted killings
in the recent months. He was
receiving his monthly salary at
home.   Continued on Page 2
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Chandigarh: Two gangsters,
involved in the killing of
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala, who were injured
following in a major clash of
inmates in Goindwal jail in
Punjab's Tarn Taran district on
Sunday, succumbed to their
injuries, officials said.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Mandeep Singh, alias
Toofan, and Mohan Singh,
alias Manmohan Singh. A
third jail inmate, Keshav, was
also critically wounded in the
clash. He was admitted to
Guru Nanak Dev Hospital in
Amritsar. All three of them
have been accused in the
Moosewala murder killing.

Toofan was arrested by
the anti-gangster task force in
September last year. He was
also wanted in the killing of
another notorious gangster,
Ranbir Singh, in a hospital in
Amritsar.

Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu,
popularly known as Sidhu
Moosewala, was shot dead in
Punjab's Mansa district on
May 29, 2022. The clash in jail

comes two days after a great
law and order crisis was cre-
ated by the flowers of self-
styled globe-trotting Sikh
preacher Amritpal Singh, who
just came to the limelight
after returning from Dubai. 

His supporters, carrying
swords and arms, clashed with
the police and forcefully laid a
siege on a police station in
Ajnala, which led to a scuffle
and injuries to several police
personnel in Amritsar dis-
trict. IANS
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Days after Punjab saw vio-
lent protest with support-

ers of Khalistan sympathiser
attacking police personnel leav-
ing six of them injured, the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs has sought a detailed
report about the Ajnala inci-
dent from the Punjab Police
and the Intelligence Bureau.

The Centre has been in
touch with the security agen-
cies, especially about the nefar-
ious activities of Khalistani
sympathiser Amritpal Singh.

It has been learnt that the
Intelligence Bureau has pre-
pared a report on the recent
developments in Punjab and
has shared it with the officials
working at the Union Home
Ministry. 

Mann was also scheduled
to meet Shah in New Delhi on
Sunday to discuss the recent
incident. Meanwhile, Punjab's
former Chief Minister Capt

Amarinder Singh on Sunday
said if the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government cannot
handle law and order, the
Centre should intervene to
deal with the situation.

"He (Mann) is not inter-
ested on what is going on in
Punjab. He is afraid of taking
any step. Police officials may
have got orders not to take any
step during the Ajnala incident.
The law and order has deteri-
orated in Punjab," he said.

"No Government can run
like this, the way this
Government is running. The
day when Ajnala incident took
place, Mann was sitting in
Mumbai with Arvind
Kejriwal," he added.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and Punjab
Chief Minister Mann had on
Friday called on former
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray at his
Mumbai residence.  

Also raising concerns
about the country's internal
security, Capt Amarinder said,
"The law and order situation in
Punjab is horrible. The law and
order is not the Centre's sub-
ject. If they (Punjab
Government) are not able to
handle it, the Central
Government will have to take
charge. There are drones get-
ting caught every single day, I
think the Centre must see it."

Continued on Page 2
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Following up on its pledge to
never keep or hire live ele-

phants or any other animals,
the Irinjadappilly Sree Krishna
Temple in Kerala's Thrissur dis-
trict has become the first in the
country to use a mechanical,
lifelike elephant for temple rit-
uals. On Sunday, the temple
priests performed
'Nadayiruthal' or ceremonial
offering to the deity, of
Irinjadappilly Raman, a mag-
nificent, lifelike mechanical or
"robotic" elephant.

Irinjadappilly Raman has
been gifted to the temple by
animal rights organisation
People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA)
India with the support of

award-winning Indian film
actor Parvathy Thiruvothu.
“'Irinjadappilly Raman' will
help conduct ceremonies at
the temple in a safe and cruel-
ty-free manner and thereby
support real elephants' reha-
bilitation and life in forests,
ending the horror of captivity
for them,” PETA India stated.
The inaugural ceremony held
on Sunday was followed by a
performance by the percussion
ensemble led by Peruvanam
Satheesan Marar. 

Subjecting live elephants to
the extreme loudness of the
timpani is cruel, as it is dam-
aging and distressing for live
elephants. "In this day and
age, we have access to under-
standing what animals are
forced to endure when humans

use them for entertainment. It's
high time we made stronger
and more impactful strides
towards stopping such abuse
and letting animals have
respectful and dignified lives,"
said Parvathy. "I'm delighted to
support PETA India in helping

Sree Krishna Temple worship-
pers experience the joy and
sanctity of religious functions
in an ahimsak, exciting, mod-
ern, and conscientious man-
ner."Head priest of the temple
Rajkumar Namboothiri said:
"We are extremely happy and

grateful to receive this mechan-
ical elephant which will help us
to conduct our rituals and fes-
tivals in a cruelty-free way, and
we hope that other temples will
also think about replacing live
elephants for rituals."

Most elephants in captivi-
ty in the country, including in
Kerala, are being held illegally
or have been transported to a
different State without per-
mission.

Because elephants are wild
animals who would not will-
ingly obey human commands,
when used for rides, cere-
monies, tricks, and other pur-
poses, they are trained and con-
trolled through severe punish-
ments, beatings, and  use of
weapons with a metal-tipped
hook. Contd on Page 2
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Sunday launched

a scathing attack on former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, accusing him of a
mindset of entitlement and
blaming his party for practis-
ing “negative” politics by por-
traying a picture of India as a

destroyed country where every
individual is unhappy. BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra
took a dig at Rahul’s comment
that he (the latter) has never
owned a house. 

Addressing the Congress
Plenary Session in Nava Raipur
in Chhattisgarh, Gandhi had
said he wanted everyone who
joined the Yatra to feel that
they were coming home.

He recalled the incident in
1977 when his family was
preparing to leave their
Government accommodation.
“There was a strange atmos-
phere in the house,” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Sunday said Khalistan sup-
porters were getting funding
from Pakistan and other coun-
tries, amid the ongoing turmoil
in his State surrounding the
recent activities of Khalistani
sympathiser Amritpal Singh
and his supporters.

Without revealing any con-
crete strategy to tackle
Khalistani elements, Mann,
who was in Gujarat, said the
Punjab Police were capable of
handling the issue and only a
handful of persons were sup-
porting the pro-Khalistan
movement in Punjab.

"Do you think 1,000 peo-
ple (who have been seen shout-
ing pro-Khalistan slogans) rep-
resent the entire Punjab? You
come to Punjab and see for
yourself who all are shouting
such slogans," Mann said when
asked what he had to say about
pro-Khalistan slogans being
raised in his state after Singh's
episode.

Continued on Page 2
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The arrest of Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia in
the now-scrapped excise policy case is a major setback to the

Arvind Kejriwal Government ahead of the Budget Session in the
first half of March. Sisodia is currently holding 18 departments
including finance, health, revenue and he is the second-tallest
leader after Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal.  The AAP leader is
facing the heat of the CBI for the alleged irregularities in the Delhi
excise policy and for the alleged creation of a ‘feedback unit’ to
collect political Intelligence against the AAP’s rivals. The Union
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has already granted sanction
to prosecute Sisodia in the second case. With the CBI investi-
gations in both cases gathering pace, party sources said the lead-
ership is feeling the heat. Continued on Page 2
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From Page1
Many have extremely

painful foot ailments and leg
wounds from being chained to
concrete for hours on end,
and most do not get adequate
food, water, or veterinary care,
let alone any semblance of a
natural life.

The frustration of captivi-
ty leads elephants to develop
and display abnormal behav-
iour. At their wit's end, frus-
trated elephants often snap
and try to break free, running
amok and so harming humans,
other animals, and property.

According to figures com-
piled by the Heritage Animal
Task Force, captive elephants
killed 526 people in Kerala in
a 15-year-long period.

T h e c h i k k a t t u k a v u
Ramachandran, who has been
in captivity for about 40 years
and is one of the most often
used elephants in Kerala's fes-
tival circuit, has reportedly
killed 13 beings - six mahouts,
four women, and three ele-
phants.

From Page1
He was addressing a press

conference in Bhavnagar city of
Gujarat after attending a mass
wedding function. "Only a
handful of persons are behind
this and they run their shops
through funding from Pakistan
and other foreign countries,"
Mann said.

"Though Rajasthan shares
a much larger border with
Pakistan, why do drones (sent
from Pakistan) land in Punjab
and not in Rajasthan? Because
their (Khalistani element's)
masters are sitting there (in
Pakistan) and they want to dis-
turb Punjab. But we will not let
them succeed," the CM said.

Referring to Khalistani
sympathiser Amritpal Singh
and his supporters' act of bring-
ing a copy of the Guru Granth
Sahib inside a police station in
Ajnala on the outskirts of
Amritsar recently, Mann said
those who took the Sikh holy
book to the police station as a
shield cannot be called as
"waris" (heir) of Punjab.

The Punjab CM also
termed the incident as a minor
one and downplayed Singh's
alleged threat of more vio-
lence in coming days. "This is

khayali pulao (daydreaming).
Punjab has seen such black
days in the past. The Punjab
Police are capable of handling
them and we will never allow
anyone to vitiate the peaceful
atmosphere," he said. Mann
further said thanks to the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government in Punjab, many
industries were coming, includ-
ing Tata Steel and entities from
other countries.

"Had Punjab's situation
been so bad, these industries
may not have been coming to
Punjab today. Even NRIs are
coming back and those who
planned to settle abroad have
now cancelled their plans.
Punjab will shine again after
six-seven months," said the
CM.

He also said the AAP
Government has already pro-
vided 27,000 new Government
jobs to youth while 28,000
contractual employees have
been absorbed as regular
Government employees.

"Punjab will soon become
a drug-free zone because we are
giving jobs to youth. Moreover,
industry will also create more
employment opportunities.
Once the youth get work, they
will not seek refuge in those
bad habits," Mann said.

The police said Sanjay was
on his way to a local market,
along with his wife, when he
was hit from a very close range
by the terrorists around 10.30
am.  The passersby in the
market area rushed him to the
nearby Government District
hospital where he succumbed
to his fatal injuries.

“Terrorists fired upon one
civilian from a minority name-
ly Sanjay Sharma S/O
Kashinath Sharma R/O Achan
Pulwama while on way to a
local market,” the Kashmir
Zone police said on Twitter.

Deputy Inspector General
(DIG), South Kashmir Range,
Rayees Bhat, said it is a
“planned attack”.

He said armed security
guards had been placed on
duty in the village.

“We had security in place
here as well. Under what cir-
cumstances this attack took
place is a matter of investiga-
tion. We will proceed further
based on what comes out of
these investigations,” he added.

“We are going through the
information that we have
received so far. The terrorists
involved in this crime will be
soon tracked down and neu-
tralised…. We will not allow
the terrorists to succeed in
their evil designs,” the DIG
said.A lesser known terrorist

outfit Kashmir Freedom
Fighters has taken the respon-
sibility of the attack on a mem-
ber of a Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity in Pulwama.
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha has strongly condemned
the dastardly terror attack on
Sharma in Pulwama. He said
the administration is standing
strong with the bereaved fam-
ily.

"My heartfelt condolences
to the bereaved family. The
administration has given a
free hand to the security forces
to deal with the terrorists and
we will continue to combat
such acts of terrorism firmly
and decisively," the LG said.

“Deeply saddened…
Sanjay was working as a bank
security guard and was killed
in a militant attack earlier
today. I unequivocally con-
demn this attack and send my
condolences to his loved ones,”
National Conference (NC)
leader Omar Abdullah said in
a tweet.

Peoples’ Democratic Party
(PDP) chief Mehbooba Mufti
accused the BJP-led Centre of
failing to protect Kashmiri
Pandits. Mehbooba, former
Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister, also hit out at the per-
petrators of the attack.

Talking to reporters here,
she said, “A few days ago,
right-wing terrorists killed two
Muslims in Rajasthan. Today,
you have killed a Hindu. What

is the difference between you
and them?” Mehbooba
accused the BJP Government
of endangering the lives of
minorities in Kashmir while
projecting a picture of nor-
malcy in the valley.

“Any killing, especially tar-
get killing, is a matter of grave
concern and condemnable.
We condemn it,” former Chief
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad
said.

The Kashmiri Pandit sabha
Jammu while condemning the
barbaric killing of yet another
innocent member of the
Kashmiri Pandit community in
a statement said, "This killing
has exposed the tall claims of
the security establishment and
the local administration that
terrorism in the UT especial-
ly in Kashmir is at its fag end
and complete normalcy is pre-
vailing in the valley. This nar-
rative is not only illogical but
it also provokes the terrorists
to carry out yet another attack
in order to show their presence
by carrying out dastardly
attacks on the minorities. 

Soon after the attack took
place a large number of local
residents in the area shouted
slogans against the targeted
killing of a Kashmiri Pandit liv-
ing in the area. Neighbours and
members belonging to the
majority community also
assembled at the residence of
Sanjay Sharma to console the
family members.

From Page1
I went to mummy and

asked her what happened. Ma
told me that we are leaving the
house.“Till that time I used to
think it was our house. So I
asked my mother why we are
leaving our house. Then my
mom told me for the first time
that it was not our house, but
the government’s and we have
to leave it now,” the Congress
leader said.

Rahul Gandhi said he
asked his mother Sonia Gandhi
where they would go next.
“‘Nahi maloom’ (don’t know)
my mother said. I was taken
aback. I used to think it was our
house. Fifty two years and I still
don’t have a house. Our fami-

ly house is in Allahabad and
that is also not ours. I live at 12,
Tughaq Lane but that is not my
house,” he said.Addressing a
press conference at the BJP
headquarters, Patra said
Rahul’s remarks betrayed a
“sense of entitlement” in the
Gandhi family as it enjoys
“responsibility without power.”

“Rahul ji used to think that
all the houses and cars he was
using belonged to him. If you
feel that the government’s
house is your house, who can
evict us—this is called the
sense of entitlement,” Patra
told reporters. “At a time when
the world is calling India a
bright spot, Rahul Gandhi and
the string of speeches by their

leaders during the Congress
plenary are showing as if India
is ruined. “I want to thank
Rahul Gandhi for acknowl-
edging for the first time what
the Modi Government has
achieved in Kashmir. In Jammu
and Kashmir where the tri-
colour was not hoisted before,
today, if the Congress party is
seeing thousands of tricolours
in the same region, then what
is the reason behind this, Rahul
Gandhi should also think about
it,” said Patra. He also said that
if the people in Kashmir are
now raising the tricolour and
there is a tricolour at Lal
Chowk, then it is because of
good governance of the
Narendra Modi Government.
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"When I left my job as a
journalist, my wife supported
me. Even today, my family is
standing by my side. My work-
ers will take care of my fami-
ly if I get arrested," th said
before entering the CBI build-
ing.

Sisodia and other accused
individuals and entities were
booked under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) Sections 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) and
477A (falsification of accounts)
and provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
including Section 7 (taking
undue advantage to influence
a public servant by corrupt or
illegal means or by the exercise
of personal influence).

Along with Sisodia, the
CBI had also named as accused
in the FIR are: Arva Gopi
Krishna, the then
Commissioner (Excise);
Anand Tiwari, the then Deputy
Commissioner (Excise); Pankaj
Bhatnagar, Assistant
Commissioner (Excise); Vijay
Nair, former CEO, Only Much
Louder, an entertainment and
event management company;
Manoj Rai, former employee of
Pernod Ricard.

Amandeep Dhal, director,
Brindco Sales Pvt. Ltd; and
Sameer Mahendru, managing
director, Indospirit Group. 

From Page1

This incidentally comes at a
time party chief Kejriwal is

planning a fresh foray into
national politics. Political
experts say that though the
arrest of Sisodia will certainly
dent the image of the party but
it won’t benefit the Opposition
BJP. 

After the arrest of Sisodia,
the BJP has now trained its
guns at Kejriwal, terming him
the “real kingpin” in the excise
case and party leaders were
confident that “he is next.”
The BJP’s strategy is now cor-
nering the AAP Government
on the anti-corruption cre-
dentials at the core of its pop-
ularity and expansion.

During the Gujarat and
MCD polls, the BJP targeted
Kejriwal on corruption issues
related to jailed Minister
Satyendar Jain and Sisodia.
The strategy has helped the BJP
in both Gujarat and the MCD
polls in Delhi.

According to BJP leaders,
the development will certain-
ly dent the image of Kejriwal.
“For instance, after the arrest of
Jain in the money laundering
case, the AAP had lost all the
four wards during the MCD
polls.  If he had done anything
wrong, that should be exposed,”
they said. 

BJP leader Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri said that Kejriwal has
said many times that Sisodia
will be arrested. “Obviously he
also knows that a liquor scam
worth thousands of crores has
been done. That's why Sisodia
was also repeatedly expressing
apprehension of his arrest,” he
added.

Meanwhile, Kejriwal on
Sunday said the arrest of
Sisodia was dirty politics and
asserted that he was innocent.
"Manish is innocent. His arrest
is dirty politics. His arrest has
angered people quite a lot.
People are watching every-
thing. People now understand
everything and will give a reply
to this. It will boost our spirit
and our struggle will only get
stronger," Kejriwal said in a
tweet in Hindi. 

AAP MP Sanjay Singh on
Sunday described the arrest of
Sisodia as the height of dicta-
torship and said God will not
forgive Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for it.

Earlier, Sisodia had
expressed apprehensions that
the central investigation agen-
cies might arrest him. "They are
using the CBI to take revenge
and I am sure they will do that
by getting me arrested," he
had said. 

The AAP leader, accused
number one in the CBI FIR,
was earlier questioned on
October 17, a month before the
agency filed its charge sheet on
November 25 last year. The CBI
had not named Sisodia in the
charge sheet as the central
probe agency kept the probe
open against him and other
suspects and accused, they
said.

In August last year, the CBI
searched Sisodia's bank locker
in connection with the case but
the sleuths did not find any
incriminating material in his
locker.  Several raids were con-
ducted at 21 places in Delhi and
the National Capital Region,
including Sisodia's residence,
and the premises of four pub-
lic servants last year, according
to the CBI.

After scrapping the new
policy, the Delhi government
decided to bring back the ‘old
excise regime' that was in force
before November 17, 2020.
After the Delhi L-G VK Saxena
recommended a CBI probe
into the alleged violations of
rules and procedural flaws in
the implementation of the
excise policy, the ED and CBI
have carried out multiple
searches at various places in the
country, including the home of
deputy CM, who has also been
named as an accused by the
CBI.

The alleged excise policy
meant the exit of Delhi gov-
ernment from retail liquor
business in the national capital.
Under the new policy, 849
liquor stores were to open in
Delhi across 32 zones. Each
zone was divided into 8-10
wards which would have 27
liquor outlets. 

The Delhi excise policy
allowed liquor stores to be
opened in malls, commercial
areas, local shopping com-
plexes etc subject to rules and
regulations.  The excise policy
was implemented on
November 17 last year when
Anil Baijal was the Delhi
Lieutenant Governor. 
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From Page1
While the Raipur declara-

tion urged party workers and
leaders are to ensure victory in
state elections in Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Mizoram, Rajasthan and
Telangana later this year, it
relied on the nominations-
based Congress Working
Committee which the highest
decision making body of the
Congress. Thus the party, after
a full two-month exercise to
elect Kharge as party president,
ended up strengthening the
hands of the Gandhis again.

The plenary session took
place against the backdrop of
the successful completion of
Bharat Jodo Yatra. “The results
of these elections will set the
tone for the all-important 2024
Lok Sabha election,” the party
said. It claimed its support
from the programmes of the
Congress governments in the

plenary host State
Chhattisgarh, Himachal
Pradesh and Rajasthan as mod-
els for the country.Upping the
ante against the BJP-ruled
Centre, the party on last day of
the session attended by 15,000
delegates raked up range of
issues like the tensions with
China, the Adani Group con-
troversy, and RSS ideology.

Kharge, former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi, and
his sister and party general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi, in the
presence of former chief Sonia
Gandhi galvanised the mood of
the workers gathered from
across the country.

While Rahul avoided com-
ment on Opposition unity,
Kharge and Priyanka said that
ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, people expect the
Opposition parties to unite
and most of their expectations
are pinned on the Congress.

Rahul shared the memories
that he cherished during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra and recount-
ed how he used to walk miles
even though he was suffering
from severe pain.Without nam-
ing External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, Rahul pointed out
questions on a recent report
where he said "China is a
stronger economy then how
will we fight against them".

"EAM said in an inter-
view that India has a smaller
economy than China, so how
can we fight them? Was our
economy very big when we
were fighting with the
Britishers. I don't want to name
the Indian minister who had in
an interview raised questions
on the valour of the Indian
Army. This is the model of
Savarkar and the RSS to bow
before the almighty," noted
Rahul. Kharge said that while
the party faces many chal-

lenges and struggles, the party's
three-day plenary session that
came to an end today in Raipur
provides it with hope and
marks the beginning of a “new
Congress.”“The Plenary Session
may be concluding here but a
new Congress will emerge from
today,” he said.

Going over some of the
highlights of the three-day ses-
sion, Kharge said the party's
decision to give 50 per cent rep-
resentation to Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other
Backward Castes, Minorities,
women and youth at all levels
in the party is indeed historic.
He also stressed the need to
build a strong organisation
down to the grassroots level.

After a rousing welcome
with rose petals, Priyanka
exhorted Congress workers to
take the message of the party as
well the "failures" of the Modi
government to the people.
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From Page1

Also, Congress MP from
Ludhiana MP and former
Punjab Chief Minister Beant
Singh's grandson Ravneet
Singh Bittu on Sunday claimed
to have received a call threat-
ening him of dire consequences
if he did not stop speaking
against Amritpal.

Bittu, a three-time MP, is
the grandson of Beant Singh
who was assassinated by a
human bomb in 1995.
Ludhiana MP, who is current-
ly in Chhattisgarh attending the
85th plenary session of the
Congress, said he received a
"threat call of an unknown
caller from an international
number". 

"The caller said that I
should stop speaking against
Amritpal Singh or else face dire
consequences," Bittu said.
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In a shocking incident in
Mahoba, a 66-year-old man

and his grandson were killed
when a truck hit their scooty
and dragged it for more than
two kilometres, officials said
on Sunday.

Circle  Off icer Ram
Pravesh Rai  said Udit
Narayan Chaurasia, a retired
teacher, and his six-year-old
grandson were on the way to
a market on Saturday when
the accident occurred near
Bijanagar turn.

"The scooty along with
the duo got stuck under the
truck and was dragged for
around two kilometres," the
CO said.

Police recovered the
crushed bodies when the
truck was stopped by some
locals. The bodies were sent
for post-mortem. The accused
truck driver was arrested and
investigations were initiated,
the official said.

In another tragic acci-
dent, an infant was crushed to
death and 14 people were
injured after being hit by a car
at a village in Sandana area of
Sitapur,  police said.  "A
Bhagwat katha was organ-
ised at Mudiya village on
Saturday night. The driver of
a car parked outside the pan-
dal where the programme
was being held, started the
vehicle and mowed down the
people inside," Additional
Superintendent Police NP
Singh said. "An eight-month-
old boy was killed and 14 peo-
ple were injured," he said.

Ranchi: The Naxal problem in
Jharkhand is in its last stage as
the security forces have
launched a coordinated assault
to wipe out the menace,
Director General of Police,
Ajay Kumar Singh said on
Sunday.

The 'Naxal hotbed and
training Centre' in Jharkhand -
Budha Pahad - on the border
with Chhattisgarh was recent-
ly captured by security forces
after over three decades of
Naxal dominion.  Singh, a
1989-batch Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer was
appointed as the new Director
General of Police of Jharkhand

earlier this month. "The Naxal
problem in Jharkhand is in its
last stage. Whatever remains it
needs to be tackled. We have
enough manpower and exper-
tise to do it and we will be able
to reduce it further", Singh
told PTI in an interview.

A total of 31 Naxalites
including regional committee
members, zonal, sub zonal and
area commanders were gunned
down in last three years while
1,319 were arrested including
polit bureau and central com-
mittee members. As many as 44
new forward operating bases
were set up in core areas
impacted by Naxalism.  Singh

said not only Naxal problem but
his priority would be to
improve the overall law and
order situation and reduction of
crime in the state by taking
stern action against organised
crime.

"Access of the general pub-
lic to the police station ...To the
power machinery should be
without any hassle....My effort
will be that the police station
should not instil fear, rather it
should be seen as a support sys-
tem. Its working will be
improved ...," the top cop told
PTI. Moreover, there is still a
need for city policing, com-
munity policing and policing

with a human face.  "These are
my priority areas. We can start
community policing and focus
should be to check crime
against women, assistance to
the aged...It would be my
endeavour to instil confidence
among the masses through
community policing," he said.

Asked about the incidents
of lynching, branding women as
witches and nature of crime in
tribal areas, he said apart from
criminal point of view there is
a social aspect also. "There is a
need to create awareness in
rural areas. Side by side if there
is awareness, these kinds of
things can be reduced. We will

take into confidence local peo-
ple, village elders and other
community leaders also," the
DGP emphasised. Asked about
opium trade in the state, he said
the areas under cultivation have
been identified. "Action is taken
every season. Action is taken
against them. We take support
from central agencies also and
this will be checked," he said.

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren last month had
visited captured 'Naxal hotbed
and training Centre' Budha
Pahad that was captured by
joint security forces after over
three-decades of Naxal domi-
nance. PTI

Chandigarh: The Punjab government has been “forced” to move
the Supreme Court over the issue of summoning the budget ses-
sion of the state assembly as the governor is not responding to
the cabinet’s decision in this regard, Aam Aadmi Party MP Raghav
Chadha said on Sunday.The AAP leader said the matter will be
mentioned in the apex court on Monday morning.

The standoff between Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit
and the AAP government led by Bhagwant Mann had intensi-
fied on Thursday with Purohit indicating he is in no hurry to
summon the session and reminding the chief minister about his
“derogatory” response to a letter from Raj Bhavan. Purohit’s let-
ter to CM Mann had come two days after the Punjab Cabinet
decided to call the assembly session from March 3 and request-
ed the governor to summon the House. 

“Settled law that Governor has to summon assembly as per
the advice of Cabinet …. We have been forced to move Supreme
Court on something as basic as summoning budget session of
Punjab Assembly. PTI
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A38-year-old man tried to
end his life after killing his

wife and two sons, including a
four-month-old infant, over
financial issues in west Delhi's
Mohan Garden area on
Sunday, police said. 

They said the incident was
reported from Vipin Garden.
The man was identified as
Rajesh (38). His 35-year-old
wife and sons, the elder aged
5, sustained stab injuries on
their necks.

After killing his wife and
sons, Rajesh inflicted a deep
injury on his wrist, the police
said, adding that he is under-
going treatment at a hospital. 

Financial problems were
said to be the reason behind
the incident, but his in-laws
have alleged that he had been
demanding property and
harassing his wife.

The family of Sunita has
alleged that Rajesh was
demanding property which
could be the reason behind the
murders. The accused sent
WhatsApp messages to his

friends in the early hours of
Sunday about his financial
woes. His friends alerted his
brother, who informed the
police around 6 am, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Dwarka) M Harsha Vardhan
said. The parents of the man,
both aged above 75, were pre-
sent in another room when the
incident took place and police
are talking to them, he said.

Rajesh runs a general store.
Earlier, he used to run a com-
pany that was engaged in ISO
certification-related work. A
case of murder will be regis-
tered at the Mohan Garden
police station, the DCP said.

According to police, the
weapon of offence, a knife, has
been recovered from the spot.
It is being ascertained whether
Rajesh bought the knife recent-
ly for this purpose, the police
said. Rajesh is undergoing
treatment at a hospital. The
post-mortem examination of
the bodies will be conducted
on Monday, they said.

In his WhatsApp mes-
sages, Rajesh mentioned that
he had suffered a huge finan-
cial loss.
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It was a warm day in Delhi on
Sunday as the maximum

temperature settled at 32.3
degree Celsius, seven notches
above the season's average, the
India Meteorological
Department said.

The city recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 12.9
degrees Celsius, one notch
above the season's average, the
IMD said. 

The relative humidity oscil-
lated between 94 per cent and
40 per cent, it said.
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A32-year-old man was appre-
hended from his Uttam

Nagar residence here for alleged-
ly stalking and harassing young
women on social media plat-
forms, police said on Sunday. 

The accused, Pradeep
Sharma (32), is a resident of
Bhagwati Vihar in Uttam Nagar,
they said, adding that he is an
interior designer by profession.
The accused used to source
pictures of the victims' private
moments from their boyfriends
by posing as a young woman on
social media.

An FIR was lodged on the
basis of a complaint from an 18-
year-old woman. The com-
plainant alleged that she was
being harassed by an unidenti-
fied person on social media. The
accused had access to personal
pictures and videos of the
woman and was threatening to
make those viral, a senior police
officer said.

The pictures and videos
were with her former boyfriend
who denied sharing those with

anyone, police said.
Details related to the

accused's social media profile
were obtained, including the IP
addresses and e-mail ID used
during registration and Sharma
was apprehended from his res-
idence, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (North) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said.

The accused has been mar-
ried for the last eight years and
has a son, police said.

He has a strange obsession
for young women and being
very shy and introvert, used to
indulge in cyber-stalking, they
added.

He started making fake pro-
files on social media platforms,
through which he used to get in
touch with young men, police
said.
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Civic authorities have earned
Rs 5.44 crore as revenue

from various restaurants and
other establishments after
norms for serving food in open
spaces and terrace areas were
relaxed, officials said on
Sunday.

Restaurants and eateries
in Delhi received licences from
the MCD to run open-air din-
ing operations in terraces and
other adjacent outdoor areas.
Out of the 138 licences that
have been granted so far, 57 are
for terrace dining, while the
other 81 are for open-space
dining. 

Residents of Delhi can now
enjoy open-air dining at their
favourite restaurants as long as
certain requirements estab-
lished by the relevant authori-
ty have been met.  According
to the relaxed norms, owners
are permitted to serve food in
the open space adjacent to
their licensed eating houses,
subject to meeting certain con-
ditions.

According to a  statement
issued by the MCD, the eating
house owners are permitted to
serve the food in the open

space adjacent to the licensed
eating houses with the condi-
tions that Applicant should be
legal occupant of the open
space/terrace.     A no-objection
certificate from the Fire depart-
ment is also mandatory.
However, the certificate is not
required for use of open space
on the ground level and the if
the restaurant's total open area
on the upper floors is less than
90 square metre, the statement
said.

Open space dining should
not block the pedestrian way
and permission will not be
allowed in the refuse area left

for fire rescue. Cooking or
kitchen activity is also not
allowed in the open space or on
the terrace.

The civic body will charge
annual license fee at the rate of
Rs.200/- per sq feet for Open
space/or Terrace / part Terrace
area of the eating house. In case
of star hotels (4 Star & above)
annual license fee will be
Rs.500/- per sq. feet.

General public has also
benefitted from this policy as
they have an option of dining
in open enjoying the scenic
beauty of surroundings,” it
said.
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The announcement of the
new power tariff  is likely to

be delayed as Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(DERC) is working without its
chairman and legal member.
With the retirement of the
DERC Chairman, (Retd) Justice
Shabhibul ‘Shastri’ on January
9, 2023, DERC is left with just
a single member — technical
member, Dr AK Ambasht. 

The Delhi Government has
approved the appointment of
Justice (Retd) Rajeev
Shrivastava as the next DERC
chairman. The same is pending
with the Raj Niwas.

Sources in the power sector
said that DERC has not-

announced the power-tariff for
the year FY 22-23 and the year
is about to end. The delay in
appointment of the DERC
Chairperson is likely to further
delay in the power tariff in the
national Capital. 

The DERC fixes power tar-
iff in the national capital every
year issuing requisite tariff
orders. Sources said as per the
direction of the ministry of
power in 2021, all state power
regulators should issue the tar-
iff orders before April 1 of a
financial year. The ministry
also said that the tariff order
should be cost reflective. DERC
had issued the tariff order for
the financial year of 2021-22 in
September 2021.

"Single member DERC is a
gross-violation of the Electricity

Act 2003.  With the all-impor-
tant G20 Summit being held in
Delhi over the next few months,
Delhi cannot afford to have a
single-member DERC", sources
added. 

In a letter to all chief sec-
retaries including Delhi Chief
Secretary,  the Ministry of
Power (MoP) has  reminded
them of the requirement of the
appointment of the
Chairperson/ Members to the

posts in a time-bound manner.
This, the letter says, is a pre-
requisite for the smooth func-
tioning of the State Electricity
Regulatory Commissions
(SERCs).  The letter comes
days after  a strongly worded
letter to APTEL, seeking action
against the lone DERC Member
on prima facie grounds of
‘proved misbehaviour’ under
Section 90 (2) (f) of the Act.  

The letter reminds the state
chief secretaries on the impor-
tance of the SERCs in ensuring
reliable and quality power to
consumers and investments in
the power sector by allowing
reasonable return on invest-
ment.

According to the Electricity
Act, the State Government is
required to make a reference to

the Selection Committee for
filling up the vacancy, six
months before the superannu-
ation or end of tenure of the
Chairperson or Member of the
Regulatory Commissions.
According to the letter,  some-
times posts of
Chairperson/Member are
vacant for long time which
hampers the smooth function-
ing of the Regulatory
Commissions.  It urges them to
take all necessary steps to fill-
ing up the vacant posts within
the stimulated timeframe as per
the Electricity Act. 

The SERC and appoint-
ment of Chairperson/ Members
in the Regulatory Commissions
is governed by the provisions of
the Electricity Act, 2003. SERCs
play an important role in ensur-

ing reliable and quality power
to consumers and investment in
power sector by allowing rea-
sonable return on investment.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia had earlier
wrote to Lt Governor VK
Saxena, requesting him to
"urgently" clear the appoint-
ment of the DERC chairman
amid continuing tussle between
the two sides.

In a separate letter to
Secretary, Delhi Lieutenant
Governor, the Ministry of
Power has written to an appel-
late tribunal to conduct an
enquiry against a Delhi
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) member
for “proved misbehaviour” and
not following provisions of the
Electricity Act. 
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The Aam Aadmi Party Sunday
slammed the BJP, claiming

that it was "afraid" of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's "ris-
ing popularity" after the CBI
arrested  Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia in the alleged
excise policy scam case. 

Reacting on the arrest, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Sunday said the arrest of his
deputy, Manish Sisodia, by the
CBI is dirty politics and assert-
ed that he was innocent. 

"Manish is innocent. His
arrest is dirty politics. His arrest
has angered people quite a lot.
People are watching everything.
People now understand every-
thing and will give a reply to this.
It will boost our spirit and our
struggle will only get stronger,"
Kejriwal said in a tweet in Hindi.

AAP MP Sanjay Singh
described the arrest of Sisodia as
the height of dictatorship and

said God will not forgive Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for it.
"Sisodia's arrest is the height of
dictatorship. You have arrested a
good person and best education
minister which is not the right
thing, Modi ji. God will not for-
give you. One day, your dicta-
torship will definitely end, Modi
ji," Singh said in a tweet in Hindi.

"The BJP-led Centre has
sold the entire country to Adani,
from coal to electricity, water,
road, cement, steel, seaports and
airports. 

“They gave Adani a loan of
Rs 2.5 lakh crore and waived the
loan of Rs 84,000 crore. They
cannot take action against Adani,
but are willing to act against
Sisodia," he said.

Claiming that CBI will arrest
Sisodia despite the charges
against him being "false", AAP
leaders also alleged that the BJP
was trying to intimidate them.
"The BJP is trying to silence and
intimidate AAP leaders through

false cases, raids and arrests. The
CBI is trying to bring down
Sisodia based on false charges,"

senior AAP leader and MLA
Atishi claimed.

Asserting that the charges

against Sisodia were "false", she
said the BJP should prove the
corruption allegations it was
levelling against the AAP. 

"The AAP is a staunchly
honest party and the BJP's fear

was visible to everyone today.
The whole country saw that the
BJP is afraid of the increasing
popularity of Arvind Kejriwal
and the Aam Aadmi Party in the
country," Atishi said.
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After Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia’s arrest, the

BJP hit back at the AAP saying
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and his deputy or other AAP
leaders never answered questions
related to suspected corruption
in the liquor policy. Lambasting
the corrupt practices by the
AAP leaders, the BJP leaders said
Delhi is the only State where two
Ministers are jail in the corrup-
tion charges. 

“AAP's real face has been
exposed after Manish Sisodia's
arrest by CBI. They don't deserve
to talk about honesty,” they
added.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence at the party headquarters,
BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra
alleged that Sisodia must be the
only Education Minister in the
world who is involved in liquor
scam, and added the entire
episode is an eye-opener and
shocking. He said Delhi minis-
ter Satyendar Jain, arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate in a

money laundering case, has been
rejected bail as there is merit in
the case against him despite the
AAP's claim of his innocence.

Similarly, the BJP believes
that there is merit in the case
against Sisodia, he said. Patra
called Sisodia "liquor minister"
and accused him of several
irregularities, including a hike in
commission for wholesalers to
make money for his party
through the back door. 

Patra also rejected the alle-
gation that politics was behind
the arrest, saying probe agencies
and parties are two separate
entities. Probe agencies, the BJP

leader said, do not work on emo-
tion but look into technicalities
and the AAP never answered
technical questions about the
excise policy its government
had brought in the national
capital.

"Event management can't
Save AAP from the law Today,
every child of Delhi knows that
AAP and Manish Sisodia
increased the wholesale com-
mission of liquor from 2 per cent
to 12 per cent in order to get their
commission so that Aam Aadmi
Party can earn big money," Patra
said.

The BJP leader  further said:
"It's unfortunate that a Minister
of Education was arrested for
Excise policy. It's an eye-opening
and shocking matter. Manish
Sisodia played with the lives of
the children." 

"Before 2014, Kejriwal ji
used to say that we will go to
every neighborhood in Delhi,
and ask women what do you
want. If women say that liquor
shops should be closed, then they
will be closed," he added. 

Delhi BJP Working
President Virendra Sachdeva

has said that the people of Delhi
are today feeling ashamed that
the party to which they have
entrusted the power of Delhi
with great confidence is steeped
in corruption and scams.
Sachdeva said that the arrest of
Sisodia in the liquor scam comes
after a detailed investigation,
this matter will now be tried in
the Court and like the people of
the country the AAP too will
have to accept the Court's verdict
in the matter. 

Sachdeva has said that today
Delhi has become the first state
whose two ministers are in jail.
Sisodia and Satyendra Jain, both
of them were the flag bearers of
Arvind Kejriwal's politics of
change, who did not give Delhi
the needed change of develop-
ment but yes have got it the first
place in corruption

Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri has said Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia's arrest
is law taking its course, which
is not surprising as a liquor
scam worth thousands of
rupees has taken place in the
national capital.  
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia's arrest by

the CBI in connection with
the Delhi excise policy scam
case is a welcome step, Delhi
Congress chief  Anil
Chaudhary said on Sunday,
claiming that the AAP "used
power to accumulate wealth".

He alleged that Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
should also be arrested as he
was the mastermind of the
"corrupt deal".

The CBI on Sunday
evening arrested Sisodia in
connection with alleged cor-
ruption in the formulation
and implementation of the
now-scrapped excise policy
for 2021-22 after nearly eight
hours of questioning as his
answers were not satisfactory,
officials said.

"The arrest of Deputy
Chief  Minister Manish

Sisodia by the CBI is a wel-
come step though Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
should also be arrested as he
was the master mind of the
corrupt deal.

"AAP used power to accu-
mulate wealth and Kejriwal
deserves to be behind bars for
betraying the people of
Delhi," Chaudhary alleged.

He claimed that the Delhi
Congress was the "first to
flag the liquor deal" and had
also staged protests demand-
ing Sisodia and Kejriwal's
arrest. 
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After the arrest of Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia in connection
with the Delhi Excise Policy
scam, security has been stepped
up outside and around the
areas near the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) head-
quarters in the national Capital
on Sunday. 

Sisodia was arrested fol-
lowing a day-long questioning,
an official said.

According to an official,
Rapid Action Force personnel
have been deployed outside the
CBI office to maintain the law
and order situation.

Meanwhile, the Delhi
Police has also deployed addi-
tional force to prevent unto-
ward incidents.

Sisodia was arrested by the
CBI after eight hours of ques-
tioning. Earlier on Sunday,
Section 144 was imposed in
and around the areas near the
CBI headquarters to prevent
gatherings. The police had said
that it was being done to stop
AAP workers from moving
closer to the CBI office.

Earlier in the day, police on
Sunday detained several AAP
leaders, including Sanjay Singh
and Gopal Rai, protesting near
the CBI office where Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia

is being questioned in the
Delhi excise policy scam case.

The protesters were
detained to ensure that the law
and order situation doesn't go
out of hand, they said.

Confirming their deten-
tion, AAP MLA Kuldeep
Kumar said, "We were protest-
ing peacefully but were
detained." Rai, the environment
minister in the Delhi
Government, said the police
were taking him away in his
car. In a tweet in Hindi, Rai
said, "Modi ji's hooliganism at
its peak... I cannot walk with-
out someone's help but police
surrounded my car from all
sides and forcefully made the
person accompanying me get
down... 

"Policemen barged inside
my car and are taking me. This
is the height of hooliganism but
neither will we be scared nor
will we bow down." 

The CBI on Sunday began
its second round of question-
ing of Sisodia in connection
with the excise policy scam
case. He arrived at the heavily-
barricaded CBI office after
paying homage to Mahatma
Gandhi at Raj Ghat, officials
said.  The AAP leader, accused
number one in the CBI FIR,
was earlier questioned on
October 17, a month before the
agency filed its charge sheet on
November 25.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his Punjab

counterpart Bhagwant Mann
visited Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia's residence to
meet his family members after
the CBI arrested the AAP leader
on Sunday.

Mann slammed the BJP for
the arrest of Sisodia, saying the
move was an "insult" to the edu-
cation that lakhs of children are

getting in Delhi.
"The arrest of Manish

Sisodia is actually an insult to the
education of lakhs of children of
Delhi..Sending the one who
builds schools to jail is part of the
BJP's agenda," Mann charged in
a tweet in Hindi.

Earlier in the day when
Sisodia was on his way to the
CBI headquarters, Kejriwal had
tweeted, "We will take care of
your family, Manish. Don't
worry." 
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Congress chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh said on

Sunday after Rahul Gandhi
called for taking the “tapasya”
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra for-
ward the grand old party
announced to do a East to West
yatra. 

Ramesh asserted that there
was a lot of enthusiasm and
energy among party workers
for another yatra after the
nearly 4,000-km Kanyakumari-
to-Kashmir journey that was
undertaken by Rahul Gandhi
and scores of Congress persons
from September last year to
January this year.

Ramesh informed probably
the yatra from Pasighat in
Arunachal Pradesh to
Porbandar in Gujarat, was
being considered but its format
could be a bit different from the
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

“There is a lot of enthusi-
asm and energy. I also think
personally it is needed but the
format of the east-to-west yatra
may turn out to be different
from the format of the south-
to-north Bharat Jodo Yatra,”
Ramesh said.

It may not have such an
elaborate infrastructure that
was mobilised for the Bharat

Jodo Yatra and may have less
yatris, he said.

He said it would largely be
a padayatra but there are jun-
gles and rivers on this route. “It
would be a multi-modal yatra,
but mostly it would be a paday-
atra,” Ramesh said.

He said that with elections
in Karnataka in April, rains
from June and again state polls
in November, the yatra may
have to be undertaken before
June or before November.

Ramesh also added that the
yatra would be of a shorter
duration than the Bharat Jodo
Yatra. He said all this will be
decided in the next few weeks.

Addressing the Congress
plenary session, Rahul Gandhi
said the party should formulate
a new plan to carry forward the
“tapasya” undertaken through
the Bharat Jodo Yatra and that
he along with the entire coun-
try will participate in it, indi-
cating another such initiative.
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The Congress on Sunday
resolved to make mini-

mum support price for crops
a legally enforceable right of
farmers with any purchase of
agricultural produce below it
a punishable offence.

The party also said no
criminal proceedings will be
initiated against farmers over
debt and no land will be auc-
tioned to recover outstanding
loans. 

The party, in a resolution
on farmers and agriculture
adopted at its 85th plenary
session here, also resolved to
provide one-time immediate
relief to farmers from indebt-
edness by bringing a debt
waiver scheme to waive up to
�6 lakh each farmer.

“The Indian National
Congress resolves that MSP
(minimum support price)
should be a legally enforceable
right of the farmers.,” the
party said.
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The Congress apologised on
Sunday after an advertise-

ment on its 85th plenary ses-
sion, which did not feature
India’s first education minister
and freedom fighter Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, triggered a
controversy and the party
received flak from several quar-
ters. The party said it was “an
inexcusable slip-up”, for which
responsibility was being fixed
and action would be taken. 

The full-page advertise-
ment, published in dailies on
the third day of the plenary ses-
sion on Saturday, featured
Congress leaders of the past -
- Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, B R Ambedkar, Subhas
Chandra Bose, Lal Bahadur
Shastri, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv
Gandhi, P V Narasimha Rao
and Sarojini Naidu.

Sharing the advertisement
on Twitter, Congress MP
Manish Tewari said, “The
@INCIndia has a pantheon of
Muslim leaders who struggled
against fissiparous tendencies
especially within their com-
munity that led to creation of

Pakistan & dedicated them-
selves to inclusive idea of India.
Someone wants to airbrush
their contribution from annals
of History.”

Several people hit out at
the Congress for leaving out
Azad in its advertisement.

“Today an ad released by
INC did not carry a photo-
graph of Maulana Azad. It was
an inexcusable slipup.
Responsibility for it is being
fixed & action will be taken,”
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said in a tweet.

“Meanwhile this is a most
sincere apology from us. He
will always remain an iconic &
inspiring figure for us & India,”
he said.

Ramesh also responded to
a tweet by a party leader which
pointed out that Azad’s picture
featured on the dias of the ple-
nary session, saying, “Hope
all those who took us to task
(justifiable as it may have been)
for one goof do take note.”

BSP MP Kunwar Danish
Ali hit out at the Congress, say-
ing Rahul Gandhi will have to
confront and clean RSS ele-
ments in his party that are
responsible for such a self-
goal. 

“How can INC forget
Maulana Azad and his contri-
bution? Earlier also, Pranab
Mukherjee and Shivraj Patil
approved installation of
Savarkar’s portrait in
Parliament,” Ali said. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday highlight-

ed the contribution made by E-
Sanjeevani app towards “treat-
ing 10 crore  patients” by way
of tele and video consultations
as he spoke on various issues
including  ‘Swachh Bharat’
Mission, ‘Tribeni Kumbh
Mahotsav’, and ‘Ustad
Bismillah Khan Youth Award’. 

Adrdressing the listeners of
his monthly  radio  talk ‘Man
ki baat’, Modi gave  early wish-
es to people ahead of ‘Holi’, the
festival of colours and appealed
for  celebrating  the festival with
keeping ‘vocal for local theme’
in mind. 

Touching a range of issues
in his 98th chapter of his talk,
Modi also praised  Haryana vil-
lage’s youth for ‘Swachh Bharat
and  spoke about ‘Tribeni
Kumbh Mahotsav’ of Hooghly,
West Bengal, which he said has
been “revived after a gap of 700
years”.

“There are many such great
traditions in our country which
had disappeared, had been
removed from the minds and
hearts of the people, but now
efforts are being made to revive
them with the power of public

participation”, he said.
More specifically, the

Prime  Minister focused  on
the “power of Digital India”
which he  said is “visible in
every corner. Different apps
play a big role in taking the
power of Digital India to every
home”, said Modi and  dealt
with the role played by E-
Sanjeevani app in giving treat-
ments to the 10 crore  ailing
patients.

“There is one such App, E-
Sanjeevani. Through this App
Tele-consultation, that is, while
sitting far away, through video
conference, you can consult a
doctor about your illness. Till
now, the number of tele-con-

sultants using this app has
crossed the figure of 10 crores.
You can imagine!… 10 crore
Consultations through video
conference….An amazing
bond between patient and doc-
tor – this is a big achievement”,
said the Prime Minister.

This, he said is a “living
example of how the people of
India have made technology a
part of their lives.”

The Prime  Minister  said
the country  has seen that in the
time of Corona, E-Sanjeevani
played a pivotal role in giving
contact less treatment to the
virus affected patients.

The Prime  Minister spoke
with Dr. Madan Mani from
Sikkim. Who has provided
tele-consultation to hundreds
of people in rural areas.

He talked to doctor as alo
the patieht  about teleconsul-
tation through E-Sanjeevani
app and its benefits. Dr Madan
told the Prime Ministrr as how
patients sitting in village well-
ness health centres could inter-
act with him via E-Sanjeevani
app, upload medical docu-
ments, see him through video
call and receive appropriate
treatment and get cured with-
out having  to come to him in
person.
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Frontline Mirage fighter jets of IAF will take part in the pres-
tigious multilateral air exercise Cobra Warrior in the United

Kingdom from March 6 to 24.  An IAF contingent comprising
145 air warriors left for England for the exercises from Jamnagar
on Sunday.

Giving details of the upcoming exercise, IAF officials said
here the drill will take place at the Waddington Air Force Base
of the Royal Air Force(RAF).

Exercise Cobra Warrior is a multilateral Air exercise in which
Air Forces from Finland, Sweden, South Africa, United States
of America and Singapore will also be participating alongside
Royal Air Force and IAF.

The IAF is participating in the exercise this year with five
Mirage 2000 fighters, two C-17 Globemaster III and an IL-78
mid-air refueller aircraft. The aim of the exercise is to partici-
pate in diverse fighter aircraft engagements and learn from the
best practices of various Air Forces, officials said.
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The Crown Prince of
Denmark Frederik André

Henrik Christian and Crown
Princess, Mary Elizabeth
arrived in New Delhi on
Sunday on a four-day visit.  It
is expected to further strength-
en and enhance the close and
friendly ties between India and
Denmark.

The visit of the Royal
Couple is the first visit from the
Danish Royal family in two
decades, ministry of external
affairs said here. The couple is
visiting India on the invitation
of Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar.

During the visit, the Crown
Prince will meet Vice President
Dhankhar and also call on
President Droupadi Murmu.
The Crown Prince and the
Crown Princess will also trav-

el to Agra and Chennai.
India and Denmark as

vibrant and open democra-
cies, share common values of a
rules-based international order
and convergence of views on
significant multilateral issues.

Ministry of External
Affairs(MEA) official
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said the visit of the royal cou-

ple will further strengthen and
enhance the close and friend-
ly ties between India and
Denmark.

Denmark Crown Prince
Frederik Andre Henrik
Christian will address the
opening session of the India-
Denmark: Partners for Green
and Sustainable Progress orga-
nized by the Confederation of

Indian Industries(CII).
Denmark’s Minister of

Foreign Affairs Lars Lokke
Rasmussen, Minister for
Environment Magnus
Heunicke, and Minister for
Climate, Energy and Utilities
along with senior officials and
a high-level business delegation
are accompanying the royal
couple during their visit to
India. The visit is the first ever
from the Danish Royal family
in two decades.  Earlier, the
Crown Prince travelled to India
in 2003. Queen Margrethe II
visited India in 2003 as a
Crown Princess, according to
the press release.

The MEA, in its press
release, noted further, “India
and Denmark as vibrant and
open democracies, share com-
mon values of a rules-based
international order and con-
vergence of views on significant
multilateral issues.”
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Researchers in the Department of
Genetics at University of Delhi

have found that low-cost anti-diabetic
drug Glipizide could be repurposed to
treat Huntington’s disease, a crippling
neurodegenerative condition, also
known as a rare disease.

It is a common genetic disorder
which is likely caused by alterations in
the body’s insulin-signalling pathway.
Though patients mostly between ages
30 to 50 develop symptoms of the com-
mon genetic disorder, it may also man-
ifest in children and young adults. The
disease is likely caused by alterations in
the body’s insulin-signalling pathway
and studies suggest stimulating this
pathway could help treatment.

Researchers had examined if exist-

ing drugs could be used to stimulate the
insulin-signalling pathway. Glipizide fit-
ted the bill as it prevents the formation
of harmful clumps of proteins by
increasing the activity of insulin in tis-
sues affected by these clumps and
improving the structure of the genetic
material inside cells.

They worked on fruit fly models
since the insect’s insulin-signalling
pathway is similar to that of humans.
Researchers Surajit Sarkar and Shweta
Tandon said “our findings strongly
suggest repurposing of this commonly
used anti-diabetic drug glipizide for
treatment of devastating poly(Q) dis-
orders.”

They further said that they would
validate the findings in mice and other
mammalian models to clear the path for
human clinical trials.

Glipizide is an FDA-approved sec-
ond-generation sulfonylurea drug to
treat type 2 diabetes mellitus. It pro-
motes insulin secretion from beta cells,
thus improving the number of insulin
receptors, and increasing sensitivity of
peripheral tissues to insulin. As it con-
serves the insulin signalling pathway,

the researchers say it can also be repur-
posed as an effective treatment strate-
gy against some other neurodegenera-
tive disorders.

Huntington’s disease is a rare,
inherited disease that causes the pro-
gressive breakdown (degeneration) of
nerve cells in the brain. Huntington’s
disease has a wide impact on a person’s
functional abilities and usually results
in movement, thinking (cognitive) and
psychiatric disorders.

Huntington’s disease usually has a
wide spectrum of signs and symptoms.
Which symptoms appear first varies
greatly from person to person. Some
symptoms appear more dominant or
have a greater effect on functional abil-
ity, but that can change throughout the
course of the disease, according to
health experts.
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If you love exploring the his-
tory of silverwares, then it’s

time to head to the National
Museum in Delhi where
Denmark’s finest and rare col-
lections of silver works will be
on display along with those
from India from Monday.

The exhibition will be
inaugurated by Denmark’s
Crown Prince Frederik Andre
Henrik Christian and Crown
Princess Mary Elizabeth in the
presence of Meenakshi Lekhi,
Minister of State for External

Affairs and Lars Lokke
Rasmussen, Foreign Minister
of Denmark. It will open for
public viewing till April 30th.

Danish Museum Kolding’s
rare historical collection rang-
ing from the formal 18th-cen-
tury corpus silver to the
Gangsted Foundation
Collection, to silver objects
from the transition between
traditional silver to avant-garde
and modern silver will be a vis-
itor’s delight at the exhibition
to be opened on Monday. The
first of its kind joint exhibition
is part of the cultural exchange
programme between the two

nations.
In this regard, last year a

memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) was signed between
the National Museum, New
Delhi and the Danish Museum
Kolding, Denmark. 

The exhibition “Silver
Treasures from Denmark and
India” focuses on Danish and
Indian silver artefacts, where
both the museums will eluci-
date the beauty and magnifi-
cence of craftsmanship in both
the countries. 

The exhibition will show-
case the best selection of 200
objects in total.
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The major concern of
G20 would be to

find ways of derisking
the global economy,
External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
said on Sunday.

Delivering a talk
here on India’s year-
long G20 Presidency,
Jaishankar said the
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led
NDA government has
tried to cushion the
consumers as much as
possible from petrol
price increases and
taken measures to keep
inflation down.

“Today, the world
has learnt a lesson that
security means not only
physical security, not
only economic security.
It also means health
security, food security.
So, today we have to
find a way of derisking
the global economy, the
way we would derisk a
sector, the way we
would derisk a business.

That is a very major
debate and I would say
a very major concern of
what the G20 would be
looking at,” he said.

He further said
there would be 15 min-
isterial-level meetings
of G20 this year besides
the President and
Prime Minister-level
conclaves in September.

The Covid-19 pan-
demic has today left a
very deep psychological
scar in the world and
there is a deep sense of
anger that the devel-
oped countries looked
after themselves during
the outbreak, the Union
minister asserted.
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The Centre and Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE)

have directed state governments
to expedite energy efficiency
activities on a mission mode,
Andhra Pradesh State Energy
Conservation Mission Chief
Executive, A Chandrasekhara
Reddy said on Sunday.

He said the energy efficien-
cy movement is aimed at secur-
ing the interests of future gen-
erations and the economy at
large. “In accordance with the
Government of India’s policy to
increase energy efficiency and
substantially reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by achieving the
country’s climate change tar-

gets (Panchamrit), the Union
Ministry of Power-led BEE has
emphasized the need for all
state designated agencies to
engage deeply in the energy
efficiency movement on a mis-
sion mode,” said Reddy in an
official press note. 

Abhay Bakre, Director
General of BEE directed state
energy saving bodies to strive to
achieve the national energy sav-
ings target of 150 million tonnes
of oil equivalent of energy, which
equates to 750 billion units of
electricity. 

The BEE is scheduled to
commemorate its 21st founda-
tion day on March 1 at the
Indian Habitat Centre in New
Delhi.
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The Supreme Court has said that it is the bound-
en duty of any State to ensure that the lives and

properties of its citizens and other persons are at
all times protected.  It said that every attempt which
succeeds at the hands of anyone “whereby the effi-
cacy of criminal law is diluted, will remove the very
edifice of the rule of law fatally”.  A bench of Justices
K M Joseph and B V Nagarathna made these obser-
vations while deciding a petition seeking to trans-
fer a criminal case pending before a Jhajjar court
in Haryana to a court in Delhi. 

The transfer petition has been filed by 38 peo-
ple of Jhajjar, whose properties were allegedly van-
dalized during 2016 agitation by members of the
Jat community who were seeking reservation in
government jobs and educational institutions. 

It is the case of the petitioners that during this
agitation, the members of Jat community van-
dalized and committed acts of arson which
allegedly caused huge irreparable damage.
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Agroup of ex-servicemen
moved the Supreme

Court seeking a direction to
the Centre that arrears of the
One Rank-One Pension
scheme be paid to all eligible
pensioners in one installment
instead of four installments. 

A bench of Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and justices
PS Narasimha and JB
Pardiwala is scheduled to take
up the application filed by
Indian Ex-Servicemen
Movement (IESM) through
advocate Balaji Srinivasan for
hearing on February 27. 

The military veterans
association has also sought the
setting aside of the Centre’s
communication dated January

20, 2023 issued by the
Ministry of Defence.

The communication had
said that “arrears on account
of revision of pension from
July 1, 2019 till date of its
implementation shall be paid
by the Pension Disbursing
Agencies in four yearly install-
ments. However, all the fam-
ily pensioners including those
in receipt of special/liberalized
family pension and all gal-
lantry award winners shall be
paid arrears in one install-
ment”. 

The ex-servicemen have
alleged that the Centre has
unilaterally modified and
sought to subvert the direc-
tions passed by this court in
the last year’s judgement dated
March 16, 2022.
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Newly-appointed Andhra
Pradesh Governor Justice

(retired) S Abdul Nazeer paid
a courtesy call on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at
the latter’s residence in New
Delhi on Sunday.

The Governor, a retired
Supreme Court judge, also
called on former president
Ram Nath Kovind as part of a
spree of visits in the national
capital after the swearing-in
ceremony in Vijayawada.

On Saturday, he had called
on President Droupadi Murmu
and Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankar. Likewise, Nazeer vis-
ited Andhra Bhavan in New
Delhi, where he was congratu-
lated by officials on assuming
the constitutional office.

He succeeded Biswabhusan
Harichandan, who was
appointed as the Governor of
Chhattisgarh. Nazeer was a

part of the five-judge
Constitution bench that gave
the verdict on the Ram
Janmabhoomi – Babri Masjid
case, resulting in the 2.77 acre
land parcel being given to the
temple trust.

Further, he was a member
of the bench which upheld the
Central government’s 2016
demonetisation, the triple talaq
case and the right to privacy as
a fundamental right, among
others.
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Meghalaya is all set for
polling in 59 of the 60

Assembly seats where more
than 21.6 lakh voters will seal
the fate of 369 candidates on
Monday, as the ruling National
People's Party will fight to
retain power, while the BJP and
Trinamool Congress will
attempt to unseat the incum-
bent government from power.

Chief Electoral Officer F R
Kharkongor said preparations
for conducting a free, fair and
peaceful election have been
completed.

Polling will begin at 7 am
in 3,419 booths and will con-
tinue till 4 pm. As many as 640
polling booths have been cat-
egorised as 'vulnerable' and
323 as 'critical'.

Thirty-six of the 369 can-
didates are women. The high-
est of 10 women nominees have
been put up by the Congress.

Polling in Sohiong con-

stituency has been adjourned
due to the death of one of the
candidates.

The NPP, which has been
leading the ruling alliance for
the last five years, is fighting
alone against former ally BJP,
opposition TMC, and other
regional parties such as the
United Democratic Party and
People's Democratic Front.

The Voice of the People's
Party, contesting in 18 assem-
bly constituencies in the Khasi
Jaintia Hills region, has attract-

ed large crowds in its rallies and
hopes to win several seats.

"Over 19,000 polling per-
sonnel and 119 companies of
CAPFs have been deployed in
polling stations. They have
been backed by state police per-
sonnel to maintain law and
order," the CEO said.

The international border
with Bangladesh has also been
sealed.

Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma is contesting from
South Tura constituency where

he will lock horns with mili-
tant-turned-politician Bernard
Marak, who was arrested last
year and later released on bail
on the charge of running a
brothel in his farm house and
being involved in human traf-
ficking.

Leader of Opposition and
TMC leader Mukul Sangma is
contesting from two seats -
Songsak and Tikrikilla. His
wife D D Shira is also contest-
ing the polls

The LoP's brother and his
brother's wife are also in the
fray.

The Congress and the BJP
are contesting in 59 seats, while
the NPP has put up nominees
in 56 constituencies, the TMC
in 57 and the UDP in 46.

The northeastern state saw
high-pitched electioneering,
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and
other politicians addressing
rallies.
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The stage is set for the bypoll
to the Erode (East)

Assembly constituency on
Monday which pits the
Congress backed by the ruling
DMK against the opposition
AIADMK.

The bypoll was necessitat-
ed due to the demise of sitting
legislator E Thirumahan
Everaa, son of Congress leader
and former Union Minister E
V K S Elangovan, who is the
ruling combine's candidate. 

Elangovan is pitted against
AIADMK's K Thennarasu, a
former legislator.

"We are ready to conduct
the by-election as per schedule
for Erode East Assembly
Constituency on Monday," said
K Sivakumar, Returning
Officer for the segment. 

He said all the preliminary
works for the conduct of the
bypoll had been completed.

Polling would commence
at 7 am in all the 238 polling
stations and will be completed
at 6 pm. The Returning Officer
said the total number of voters
in Erode (East) constituency
was 2,26,876 -- of which
1,10,713 are men, 1,16,140 are
women and 23 others includ-
ing transgenders.
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Aday after  al leged
Trinamool Congress

workers attacked Union
Minister of State for Home,
Nishit Pramanik's convoy at
Ambari in Coochbehar dis-
trict of North Bengal damag-
ing his SUV, Bengal BJP pres-
ident Sukanta Majumdar on
Sunday threatened the State
ruling outfit with possible
imposition of President's rule.

This, even as hundreds of
saffron workers protesting
attack on the Union Minister
on Sunday staged sit-in

demonstrations out side all
the police stations of the
State.

"The TMC is crossing all
limits. Their goons don't even
think twice before attacking a
Union Minister's vehicle ... If
they can attack a Minister
then the condition of the
common man is easily under-
standable.

"The Saturday's incident
of attack on Nishit Pramanik's
convoy is a clear example of
the State's failing law and
order situation," Majumdar
on Sunday said, warning, "if
this situation continues then
we will be forced to demand

imposition of Article 356 in
Bengal."

He further threatened the
TMC with counter measures

if they tried to harm the saf-
fron workers in North Bengal. 

"In North Bengal the BJP
has a very strong base and if

the TMC wants to challenge
us by attacking our leaders
and workers then we will
reply to them in equal term
and the same way that they
understand," Majumdar said
inviting immediate criticism
from the ruling party.

"The BJP is trying to
intimidate the opposition
governments in the States
with Artists 356 and physical
attack ... This is their culture...
Now it is proved that who was
responsible for Saturday's
skirmish in Coochbehar... But
we must remind Sukanta
Majumdar that TMC will
never be intimidated by such

threats as people are with
us," said TMC leader Kunal
Ghosh.

The present situation
emerged after alleged TMC
workers on Saturday black-
flagged Pramanik and stoned
his vehicle leading to a skir-
mish between the two parties.

The police had to resort
to firing several rounds of tear
gas shells to control the situ-
ation.

The situation at Ambari
and Buribari area remained
grim but under control with
the police conducting intense
patrolling of the area, sources
said.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Sunday said

that Mission Employment was
moving forward with the inspi-
ration of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

He said that security and
rule of law were the prerequi-
sites for good governance and
therefore, the morale of the
police force must remain high.

Addressing the appoint-
ment letter distribution pro-
gramme of 9,055 sub-inspec-
tors of civil police, platoon
commanders of PAC and fire
officers selected by Uttar
Pradesh Police Recruitment
and Promotion Board at Indira
Gandhi Pratishthan under
Mission Employment, Chief
Minister Yogi said that while
the police force must be friend-
ly and sensitive towards the
common man, it must not
spare criminals and anti-social
elements, following the policy
of zero tolerance towards crime
and criminals.

The chief Minister con-
gratulated the selected candi-
dates and their parents on the
occasion and said that they
must upgrade their skills and
knowledge of technology to
deal with the new age crimes.

"Earlier, crime was geo-
graphical but today it is not
restricted by borders. We will
be able to control crime only
when we think ten steps ahead
of the criminals. To prevent
cyber crime in the state, our
government has set up cyber
police stations and help desks
in 18 ranges," he remarked.

Chief Minister Yogi said
that the state government had
done excellent work in the
field of women's safety as well.
He pointed out that Uttar
Pradesh was one of the leading
states in the country to imple-
ment e-prosecution.

"We are working towards
police reforms. Since 1973
there has been a demand for
the police commissionerate

system in the state. Today, the
police commissioneratr sys-
tem has been implemented in
seven cities of the state, giving
a sense of security to the peo-
ple," he said.

He said today criminals
were fleeing UP, not common
people. Chief Minister Yogi
said that this was the same
Uttar Pradesh, where investors
once closed their businesses
and left the state. "There was
mass migration from towns like
Kairana and Kandhla. People
who were forced to flee Kairana
have come back home and the
criminals have now run away
from the town. This has been
possible because of improved
security," he said.

The chief minister said
that recently the Global
Investors' Summit (GIS-2023)
was organised in UP and it was
attended by investors from
both within the country and
abroad. "The investors who
were earlier afraid to come to
UP stayed in Lucknow for
three days and 25,000 of them
signed investment proposals
worth Rs 35 lakh crore", he
said.

"During the previous gov-
ernment, 1.5 lakh police posts
were vacant and as many as 54
Provincial Armed
Constabulary (PAC) had been
dissolved. We reorganised the
PAC and filled all the 1.5 lakh
vacant posts in the police force.
Today the number of women in
the police force has increased
three times. As many as 18
cities of the state are on their
way to become safe cities," the
chief minister remarked.
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The All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen

(AIMIM) on Sunday passed
several resolutions at the end of
its two-day national conference
in Maharashtra's Thane dis-
trict, including on violence
against Muslims and Dalits
and demands from some Sangh
Parivar segments to make India
a 'Hindu Rashtra'. 

The conference was
chaired by AIMIM chief and
Hyderabad Lok Sabha MP
Asaduddin Owaisi.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Owaisi said, "One
resolution unequivocally con-
demns the continuing and
increasing attacks against
Muslims, other minorities and
Dalits. It is the duty of the
Centre and state governments
to ban illegal and criminal
organisations that have under-

taken a systematic campaign of
terror in the garb of cow pro-
tection, anti-conversion, 'love
jihad', etc."

He said his party sought a
dedicated cell in the Ministry
of Home Affairs to track and
counter "majoritarian religious
radicalisation", while victims of
"majoritarian violence", those
who have been lynched or
killed in the name of Hindutva,
must be compensated.

Other resolutions include

one demanding that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
chief ministers speak out
against hate speeches, while
another sought reservations
for the Muslims on the basis of
several commissions that have
termed the community as
socially, economically and edu-
cationally backward, Owaisi
said.

"Moreover, Dalit Muslims
and Dalit Christians must be
classified as Scheduled Castes

and get benefits. The Union
government must amend the
1952 Presidential order to
remove an unconstitutional
religious classification. We are
also opposed to the Uniform
Civil Code," the Hyderabad MP
informed.

A resolution passed during
the two-day conference con-
demned several states for
enacting Freedom of Religion
laws to curb religious conver-
sion through fraudulent means,
including marriage by harping
on "love jihad".

Love jihad is a term right-
wing activists often use to
claim Muslim men are con-
verting Hindu women through
marriage.

"The AIMIM calls for the
repeal of such laws that target
religious scholars (who solem-
nise marriages) and interfaith
couples," one of the AIMIM
resolutions stated.
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Samajwadi Party is all set to
harden its stand on and

intensify protest against a verse
of Ramcharitmanas. The SP
claims that the verse makes
derogatory reference to Other
Backward Classes and Dalits.

The Samajwadi Party con-
siders the controversy as an
opportunity to consolidate the
lower caste votes ahead of the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. The
SP is confident that the con-
troversy is a formidable tool to
counter the hegemony of
Hindutva politics.

"Caste is the only effective
tool to counter Hindutva pol-
itics or religion based politics,"
said a senior Samajwadi Party

leader.
Akhilesh Yadav on

Saturday gave a clear hint that
the party intends to take this
battle to its logical conclusion.

"We are not against
Ramayana. It's the battle for
social justice which seeks to
end injustice against the
deprived sections of society for
the last 5,000 years," said
Akhilesh Yadav.

Amid clamour from the
Bharatiya Janata Party and
other Hindutva outfits for
action against Swami Prasad
Maurya, the SP initially took
the official line that the former
BJP leader's views were entire-
ly his own and party chief
Akhilesh Yadav maintained a
studied silence.
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The Australian
Parliament has recent-
ly approved the

Economic Cooperation and
Trade Agreement (ECTA)
inked with India in April last
year. It has paved the way for
the implementation of the
agreement on the agreed
date, December 29, 2022.
This agreement ushers in a
new era of relationships
between the two nations in
2023 and beyond. Once
implemented, the pact will
benefit various sectors. Most
importantly, it would have a
great impact on the educa-
tion sector and Indian stu-
dents would have an oppor-
tunity to follow their foreign
dream with entry into
prominent Australian
Universities. 

At a time when Indian
students are finding Australia
the best option to pursue
their foreign degree, this
approval can be seen as a
timely step, allowing stu-
dents to get admission into
Australian Universities in
the next academic session.
This will make the path clear
for Indian students to stay,
study and earn in Australia
by simplifying the visa
process. Under the agree-

ment, Indian students will be
offered a post-study work
visa. This will specifically
benefit Indian graduates,
postgraduates, and STEM
experts; they will be granted
extended post-work visas.
According to the agreement,
every child who goes to
study in Australia will get an
opportunity to work there,
based on their educational
qualification.

After completing their
program, students enrolled
in diploma programs will be
able to apply for visas valid
for up to 18 months. Similar
to this, students seeking
bachelor's degrees can now
apply for up to two years of
post-study work visas, while
those pursuing master's or

doctoral degrees can apply
for up to four years. So, they
will be able to work in
Australia for up to four years.
More than 1 lakh Indian stu-
dents will get the benefit of
a post-study work visa under
the agreement over the next
1-4 years.

Additionally, Australia
will grant employment and
vacation visas to about 1000
Indians between the ages of
18 and 30 every year.
Students will be allowed to
join a job for the entire time
or enroll in a study or train-
ing program for up to four
months. The universities in
India and Australia would be
able to collaborate, and a
conducive climate for
researchers will be created.
Students who have a research
interest are much more like-
ly to succeed in their endeav-
ours. In conjunction with the
agreement, the two govern-
ments plan to launch dual
degree programs that will
raise the bar for research.

The agreement includes
clauses that call for the open-
ing of communications
between the two countries'
professional organizations.
MRAs in nursing, architec-
ture and other services will be

among the subjects covered.
Professionals will find it eas-
ier to travel, enabling Indian
workers to explore their
options in Australia. In addi-
tion, it is anticipated that
over 10 lakh employment
will be created in India as a
result of this deal over the fol-
lowing 4–5 years. This will be
extremely advantageous for
both the working profession-
als and the students who will
enter the workforce during
this period. With these signif-
icant clauses, the agreement
appears to increase coopera-
tion in the educational field.
Australian education has been
in great demand worldwide
due to its excellent quality,
stringent accreditation crite-
ria, a strong support system
for overseas students, relevant
curriculum, and higher
return on investment. The
approval of the agreement will
help Indian students reap the
benefits of a sophisticated
educational system and
achieve their life goals. 

(The writer is Vice
President of Global

Alliances and CEO, of
South Asia, at Deakin

University Australia. The
views expressed are

personal)
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Sir — The ICC reportedly has been
mulling over reducing a Test match to
four days from the traditional five
since most of the games recently have
ended either in or before four days,
including the last two Tests that India
won against Australia. But all these wins
were pretty much-lop-sided ones, and
have not produced skills of equal con-
tests. Connoisseurs and cricketers of
yore will certainly not subscribe to the
prospect of tampering with tradition.
Many Tests in the past have ended in
thrilling finishes, extending to five
days. For example, India’s coming-
from-behind win at Port of Spain,
Trinidad in 1976, and the two home
Tests involving India and Australia – the
tied Test at Chepauk and the Kolkata
Test in March 2001, which is best
remembered for VVS Laxman’s monu-
mental 281. It is the ‘five-day Test’ that
inspired the expression “cricket is a
game of glorious uncertainties”, as each
of the five days has its charm. So the
question is: will the ICC want to further

milk the Cash Cow or will it retain the
magic and intrigue of five-day Test
cricket?

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — Penguins are sadly one of the most
threatened groups of seabirds, with half
of the 18 species listed by Birdlife as either
vulnerable or endangered. A penguin is
not suitable to keep as a pet but if nec-
essary. Research would have to be done
on the species of penguin it is. Penguins
are wild animals. They look like cute lit-
tle butlers, but appearances can be
deceiving. They are noisy and smelly and
constantly sexually assaulting each other.
A vet that specializes in those types of ani-
mals could offer advice too. Penguin care
is best asked from a penguin expert.
Penguin guano is a pinkish-red color and
looks like practically nothing else in the
Antarctic. Nature is Beautiful

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — People wonder to see the swiftness
of the Assam Police, the way Congress
spokesperson Pawan Khera was arrested
at the Delhi airport after being deplaned
from a Delhi-Raipur flight in connection
with his alleged derogatory remarks
(had referred to the prime minister
(PM) as "Narendra Gautamdas Modi, in
an apparent swipe at the PM over the row
involving business tycoon Gautam Adani.
His full name is Narendra Damodardas
Modi, with the middle name standing for
his father's name) against the PM. One
side, the Assam Police said in court that
Khera had used "derogatory remarks"
against a democratically elected prime
minister, and on the other side, BJP
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia reminded
that "Whatever is done is done lawfully. 
Congress leaders should not live under
this misconception that they are above the
law." Agree with Mr Bhatia, that it’s a set-
tled principle that nobody is above the law
including the PM Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister (CM) of Assam Himanta
Biswa Sarma. Does even that want to
remind Gaurav that who called Rahul,
“Saddam Hussein ''? Who called former
PM Manmohan Singh “Moun Singh”
(even in the Parliament who said “Only
Manmohan Singh knew the art of bathing
with a raincoat on”) and a “Sardar who
is not Asardar” that too in a foreign coun-
try. Who called Shashi Tharoor’s wife “a
50-crore girlfriend”, former MP Renuka
Chowdhury “ Suparnakha”, Congress ki
vidhwa  I can go on and on about the BJP
and its spokespersons but for the moment
I await your answer to these questions
because you should know that the law
applies to all without exception. Police
can't catch hold of the killer cow vigilante
even after a week but someone else can
be de-planed and arrested immediately,
that too after Khera had apologised for
his remarks on the PM. Don’t forget that
sauce for the goose is sauce for the gan-
der also.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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toward a "service-centric
approach" to aggressively tack-
le cybercrime, reaching pre-
liminary agreements with sev-
eral businesses like Huawei,
Amazon Web Services (AWS),
and Deloitte. By using a ser-
vice-level, agreement-based
offer, and outsourcing securi-
ty operations to a qualified
provider, this kind of strategy
compels businesses to take a
service-based approach to
cybersecurity rather than a
technology-focused one.
Additionally, this method low-
ers expenses, increases effec-
tiveness, and enables busi-
nesses to concentrate on what
matters most.

More specifically, these
agreements—along with one
struck in March 2022 with the
UAE-based Cyber Protection
X—are designed to improve
local cyber security training
and knowledge, share best
practices, and support
research and innovation in
the field. These partnerships
are expected to boost the
UAE's cyber security infra-
structure and hasten the
country's transition to a dig-
ital economy. The nation
continued to place a high pri-
ority on cyber security and
cyber awareness,
moving up to the 33rd spot
to claim the 5th position
on the International
Telecommunications Union's
Global Cyber security Index
2020.

One of the most popular
locations for cyber-attacks is
the Middle East. The necessi-
ty for cyber security in the
Middle East has increased as
a result. In the Middle East, the
cyber-security market is pro-
jected to rise from $15.6 billion
in 2020 to $29.9 billion by
2025, at a compound yearly
growth rate (CAGR) of
13.80%, according to Research
and Markets .com's world-
wide projection.
Approximately 38% of firms,
according to research, have
adopted a mixed working
technique (online and offline).
These firms have made use of
virtual and cloud-based tech-
nology to run their operations.

The vast majority of
attacks in the Middle East are
carried out via social engineer-
ing techniques, email domain
exploits, and malware injec-
tion, according to the blog's
various data. Organizations
in Middle Eastern nations
must give cyber-security pri-
ority. Tools and services that
might empower their staff and
increase employee awareness
in the face of cyber-attacks
must be used by them. UAE
enacted several laws to tight-
en its cyber security.

Regulation on General Data
Protection (GDPR)

The GDPR became effec-
tive on May 25, 2018. The
adoption of this rule as a
global standard for data pro-

tection signaled the develop-
ment of the environment for
protecting private informa-
tion. The GDPR stipulates
that fines may not exceed 4%
of worldwide revenue or �20
million, whichever is greater.

Law No. 30 of 2018 in Bahrain
On August 1st, 2019,

Bahrain implemented the
PDPL (Personal Data
Protection Law). The EU
served as its inspiration.
Offenders may get a term of up
to one year as punishment.
Egypt’s Personal Data
Protection Law No.151 of
2020. PDPL was incorporated
in Egypt in July 2020. The pur-
pose of this law was to address
the issue of data protection and
privacy. This legislation limits
the collection of personal data
to that which is necessary for
certain purposes. It also laid
down guidelines for business-
es seeking permits to handle
sensitive and private data.
Criminals who are caught
engaging in illicit activities
face a maximum fine of EGP
5 million or a possible 6-
month detention in jail.

(The writer is an advisor
to Cyber/Aerospace Security

and an eminent expert for
Counter Terrorism & Cyber

Security, in West Asia &
Middle East. The views

expressed are personal). This
is the first part of two–part
series on national security.

To be concluded…

'���
������
%�	!�	'	����'��

��	<'�'!�'��
�	*	'��

�,!�!�>�����
��'	!���
%�	!�	'>
-�,�
��

'�,��!�!*	��
�	=����'	<	,	��
	�'���	*��,�
����0*����

��	<'�>�*�	�	�*
���������

'��!
*�!
'
'���%
-�	,����

,!����,	��
��,'!��

6����%	���	���
�����	�������

The UAE is reportedly
the second-most tar-
geted nation for cyber-
crime, according to a
report by The Gulf

News. Attacks in the nation are
thought to cost $1.4 billion year-
ly. In 2020, the UAE had a 250%
surge in cyber attacks, with ran-
somware and phishing events
occurring more often. Cyber-
attacks swept the Middle East as
soon as COVID-19 began to
spread there, leaving both public
and private institutions exceed-
ingly vulnerable and making the
pandemic both a physical and a
digital threat. More people were
connected online than ever before
despite physical distance on a
global scale, dramatically expand-
ing the attack surface for eager
cyber threat actors (TAs). We
have seen how these players were
able to successfully exploit the
new reality against the backdrop
of the widespread panic and
political turbulence that followed
the pandemic's onset more than
two years ago by raising the bar
for social engineering assaults.
Ransomware attacks were com-
mon and severe in the Middle
East, particularly in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), whose
renowned digital economy and
connections made it an attractive
target.

The UAE has prioritized the
shift to the digital economy as a
national priority because tech-
nologies like artificial intelli-
gence, blockchain, fintech, the
internet of things, and 5G are
swiftly gaining awareness
throughout the public and com-
mercial sectors. It now stands a
greater danger from focused
cyber threats, though. The attacks
the UAE has suffered might be a
sign of things to come, and the
country's response might be a
model for how the region should
deal with this growing security
threat in the short and long peri-
ods.

The UAE government's direc-
tor of cyber security, Mohamed
Hamad al-Kuwaiti, established
the UAE Cyber Security Council
in November 2020. To design a
cyber-security policy, offer a
secure cyber infrastructure, and
provide swift response times in
the fight against cybercrime, the
Council was established. The
UAE has recently been moving
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IInside the technologically
advanced era, the dark part
of mobile technology in the

form of smartphones, mobile
tablets, and notebooks, is mak-
ing our lives better than ever
before. It’s been almost three
years since the COVID-19
pandemic is over and what has
gradually been noticed is the
exponential increase in the
usage of smartphones, espe-
cially among children in the
age group of 10-15 years.
Never have we been able to
share so much with friends
and family as we can today,
and that is in great part possi-
ble due to mobile technology. 

Without mobile devices
and the technology behind
them, participation in social
networking would never have
grown as much as it has today.
Smartphones have formed an

integral part of our lives, but
what effect does this scrolling
have on our brains is the big
question. Is the use of smart-
phones making us dumber or
wiser?.Smartphones have
affected our thought process-
es to a great extent.

According to a research
study, it was found that cogni-
tive capacity (the process of
acquiring and applying knowl-
edge through thoughts, expe-
riences, and the senses) was
significantly reduced whenev-
er a smartphone is within
reach, even when it is switched
off. Continuous scrolling on
various applications and keep-
ing a check on messages now
and then increase the level of
anxiety making the person
tired and unwilling to engage
in any sort of activity.

Not only this, but the

excessive usage of smart-
phones may also prove to be
harmful to children whose
brains are not fully developed.
The use of smartphones has
derailed children's develop-
ment. Today a ten-year-old is
not able to write properly nor
can solve a simple mathemat-
ical question only because the
time spent on a smartphone is
so much that physical hand-
writing and concept clarity
does not matter at all. Not only
this, the excessive usage has
even made them anti-social. 

In this technologically
advanced world, the use of
smartphones makes us smart
as information is shared or
exchanged quickly. With the
help of a smartphone, anything
is possible from retrieving
information around the world
to onsite delivery of groceries

and food, from opening of
bank accounts to sanctioning
of loans, from hotel and cabs
bookings to capturing memo-
ries in inbuilt high megapixels
cameras. 

The dependency on
smartphones has made it dif-
ficult for the common man to
handle any task or think of a
situation without them. With
smartphones being so effective
and efficient, there is no deny-
ing the fact that they have
made our lives easier, but at the
same time ample usage has
even led to poor posture, and
inability to recall memories
leading to Digital Dementia
which ultimately increases the
risk of Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias in adult-
hood. 

The main purpose of
introducing smartphones was

to make work for consumers
easy and smarter. Smartphones
today are not just a phone,
rather it’s a tool to make you
smart in almost all walks of life.
Children with a disorder such
as autism are using mobile
tablets which in turn is help-
ing them to focus and commu-
nicate with those around them.
Patients of all ages are using
mobile devices to communi-
cate with healthcare providers
and loved ones as they never
could before. 

The excessive usage of
smartphones has even led
people to forget numerous
things so that there has been
an adverse impact on people’s
memory. The traditional
methods of maintaining con-
tact records in the diaries or
searching for contacts in the
telephone directory helped

people in remembering their
contacts and keeping their
memories sharp, but today
people have become so depen-
dent on smartphones that they
tend to forget so many things.
Also, smartphones have been
incorporated with numerous
additional features like social
networking applications,
online gaming, web surfing,
and many more resulting in a
mindlessly occupied time of
people and thereby making the
lives of individuals harder to
live without them. 

As per research, it has
been found that in Northern
America, the main reason for
mental illness and distress is
the excessive use of social
media and smartphones by
adolescents and children.
Instead of something produc-
tive, people are wasting their

precious time as they do not
know what needs to be done.
The smart way of using a
smartphone is to understand
how to reduce the bad while
focusing on the good. As
time progresses, people may
not be able to live without
their smartphones, but steps
can be initiated to reduce the
negative effects of this addic-
tion. Smartphones can be
better defined as a tool that
has allowed individuals to
connect with the world
instantly. On one hand, they
force innovation to follow
people wherever they go and
on the other hand, they
amplify the negative habits
entering people’s lives.
Understanding how to reduce
the bad while focusing on the
good is the smart way of
using a smartphone.
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In the Union Budget for 2023-24,
f inance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has shown an expen-
diture of Rs 9,170 crore on petro-
leum subsidy (this is primarily a

subsidy on LPG for household consump-
tion) during 2022-23 as per the revised
estimates (RE). She has kept the budget
estimate (BE) for 2023-24 at Rs 2,257.09
crore.

By definition, a subsidy on the pur-
chase of any given product is financial
assistance given by the state to a certain
class of persons who cannot afford to pay
the market-based or cost-plus price
from their limited income. Subsidy on
LPG is the excess of its cost of supply –
it is made up of the refinery-gate price
or RGP (taken as import parity price or
IPP and export parity price or EPP in the
ratio of 80:20), freight, marketing costs,
marketing margin, dealers’ commis-
sion, and taxes and duties – over the
price paid by the beneficiary.

In June 2020 the Government
stopped giving LPG subsidies. It is baf-
fling how it continues even now. A viable
subsidy scheme rests on two major
planks: (i) the beneficiaries are poor; (ii)
subsidies should not become entrenched
and be withdrawn when the beneficia-
ries stand on their own. In the past,
throwing these principles to the wind,
successive regimes gave subsidies to any-
one - irrespective of income - who had
an LPG connection. It meant that all and
sundry including the rich enjoyed it.

The poor who alone should have got
it sat at the bottom. According to the
Economic Survey (2015-16), only 0.07
percent of LPG subsidies in rural areas
went to a fifth of the poorest households.
In urban areas, the poorest fifth got only
8.2 percent. A lot of subsidies went to
fake beneficiaries or the diversion of
stocks (albeit subsidized) of LPG cylin-
ders to hotels, restaurants, and other
commercial users.       

Before January 1, 2015, misuse/diver-
sion was inherent in the system of
delivering subsidies as the Union
Government asked the three major oil
marketing PSUs - Indian Oil
Corporation (IOCL), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation (BPCL), and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation (HPCL) to sell
LPG to eligible beneficiaries at a low
price who in turn, would claim the
excess of the cost of delivering at the
retail point over the price as subsidy
from the former.

The governments of the day were
aware of the flaws but did little to get rid
of them. Initially, the subsidy on LPG
(besides petrol, diesel, and kerosene) was
cross-funded/subsidized by charging
more on the sale of other products such
as fuel oil, LSHS, naphtha, ATF, etc
hence, no burden on the Centre’s bud-
get, the powers that be were unper-
turbed.        

In 2002-03, the NDA government
under Vajpayee ended the above system
and decided to give subsidy LPG et al
directly from the budget. It wanted to
make these subsidies transparent with an
intent to eventually disband them. The
UPA government which took charge in
2004, even while continuing with the
subsidized sale of these products, did-
n’t provide funds from the budget.

Instead, it took recourse to disingen-
uous methods such as the issue of oil

(The writer is a policy
analyst)

bonds to PSUs, and the sale of
domestic crude by upstream
PSUs viz. ONGC, OIL, etc at a
discounted price to
IOCL/BPCL/HPCL to pay for
the subsidy. Meanwhile, some
action was seen in June 2010
when petrol was decontrolled
followed by the removal of con-
trol and withdrawal of subsidy on
diesel too in November 2014. The
same on kerosene ended a cou-
ple of years later.

As for LPG, despite the Kelkar
Committee recommendation in
2012-13 for the removal of 25
percent of subsidy and 75 percent
in the following two years, no
action happened till January 1,
2015, when the Modi
Government launched direct
benefit transfer (DBT) of LPG.
Under it, oil PSUs deliver the
cylinder to the beneficiaries at full
cost-based price and follow it up
by depositing subsidy in the ben-
eficiary’s account and claiming
reimbursement from the GOI.

This system addressed the
problem of fake beneficiaries and
the diversion of stocks. Even as
the Government has added about
90 million poor households by
providing them with the free
connection under the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY),
no serious effort was made to
exclude the better-off who as of
June 2020, accounting for near-
ly 2/3rd of the total beneficiaries
about 300 million.

In June 2020, the Government
stopped depositing subsidies in the
account of beneficiaries without
issuing any order. That it didn’t
intend it, this would be clear from

a provision of Rs 36,000 crore
made by the FM in the budget for
2020-21 (presented on February 1,
2020). The fact of the matter is: in
the wake of the Covid – 19 pan-
demic and worldwide destruc-
tion of demand, the international
price of crude oil and all petrole-
um products including LPG plum-
meted.

As of June 2020, the cost of
supplying LPG at the retail level
was coming to Rs 600 per cylin-
der. In this scenario and con-
sumers get access at a low price
of Rs 600 even on a cost-plus
basis (earlier, for achieving this
price, the Government was giv-
ing subsidy), subsidy support
wasn’t even required. The crude
price started moving northward
from US$ 22 per barrel in May
2020 to US$ 72 per barrel in
August 2021; the international
price of LPG too increased in tan-
dem leading to a hike in its cost
at the retail level to Rs 900 per
cylinder. Concerned over the
price increase, the government
started giving subsidies but
restricted them only to PMUY
beneficiaries. During 2021-22, it
spent Rs 14,000 crore.  

In retrospect, if the govern-
ment stopped paying subsidies
during 2020-21, it was due to the
fortuitous circumstance of the
steep decline in international
price (due to Covid) whereas its
restoration during 2021-22 was
due to waning Covid, the revival
of demand world-wide and resul-
tant increase in price. The change
vis-à-vis the period before 2020-
21 is that now subsidy is restrict-
ed to PMUY households. The

exclusion of over 2/3rd out of a
total of 300 million is welcome.
But, the moot question is why
should LPG subsidy be continued
at all. Even under PMUY, the gov-
ernment intended to give free gas
connections, not subsidize the
purchase of cylinders.         

From the budget perspective,
this is not sustainable. At the cur-
rent subsidy rate of Rs 200 per
cylinder (14.2-kg), the outgo for
12 fills in a year per beneficiary
comes to Rs 2400. For 90 million
PMUY beneficiaries, the require-
ment will be Rs 21,600 crore.
Even if we take 4 fills in a year
(being average for FY 2021-22),
this would be Rs 7200 crore.
Against this, the BE for 2023-24
is a mere Rs 2,257.09 crore.
There is another worrying aspect.

Currently, the cost of a cylin-
der is about Rs 900 (in Delhi),
beneficiary won’t be satisfied
with a subsidy of Rs 200 as she
will still have to pay Rs 700 from
her pocket. This will build pres-
sure for increasing the subsidy
which will intensify given the
unfolding geo-political situation
and firming up of international
prices (Morgan Stanley projects
crude to go up to US$ 110 per
barrel in the second half of
CY2023).  The government
should exit from the LPG subsidy
completely. It should also avoid
giving ‘hidden’ subsidies as it did
by asking the three oil PSUs viz.
IOC, BPCL, and HPCL are to sell
at price below cost and give them
a one-time grant of Rs 22,000
crore to compensate for the loss-
es incurred from June 2020 to
June 2022.
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(The author is a teacher at a
reputed school in Delhi)

.2�	#���	8
5
������'	����������
��	!���	-9-9'	���	5���������	�������	%��%	8
5	�������+	��	�	���	��	��
����	���	���	�����	������	��	���	�������	#��	������	#����	����%�����



��������	�
������ 
�������� �������� "��#��:

��	�� =�'�����


The Rashtriya Prajatantra
Party (PPP), a key partner

in the seven parties ruling
alliance in Nepal, has decided
to withdraw its support to
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ’Prachanda’-led govern-
ment, citing changes in the
political equation.

Four ministers from the
RPP, including the party’s
Chairman and Deputy Prime
Minister and Energy Minister
Rajendra Lingden who was
part of the coalition govern-
ment, on Saturday submitted
their resignations to Prachanda.

A joint meeting of the
party’s central executive com-
mittee and lawmakers on
Saturday decided to withdraw
its support to the Prachanda-
led government and the
provincial governments, The
Kathmandu Post reported.

“In view of the sudden
change in the political equation
and cooperation within the
ruling government, the
Rastriya Prajatantra Party has
decided to quit the govern-
ment,” said a statement issued
by RPP spokesperson Mohan
Kumar Shrestha.

The party believes that the
recent changes are clear signs
of inherent instability, and it
would be inappropriate for the
party to remain in power in the

changed context,” Shrestha
added.

“We have decided to with-
draw the support given to the
government, and quit the gov-
ernment with effect from
today,” the Post reported, quot-
ing the statement.

“The party also carries the
same belief in the context of the
provincial governments and
hence, has decided to withdraw
the support given to the
provincial governments as
well.”

The RPP is the fifth-largest
party in the House of
Representatives with 14 seats in
the 275-member House.

Maoist Center Chairman
and Prime Minister ’Prachanda’
has dealt a blow to the ruling
alliance by selecting a presiden-
tial candidate from outside the
ruling alliance.

The presidential election
scheduled for early next month

has put a serious question
mark on the future of the
seven-party ruling alliance. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
“Prachanda” will visit Qatar
later this week on his first offi-
cial foreign trip since assuming
office two months ago.

Prachanda will be leading
a Nepalese delegation to Doha
where he will participate in the
fifth conference  of the Least
Developed Countries (LDC),
according to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

The delegation will leave
for Qatar on March 3 and
return three days later.

While in Doha, Prachanda
will participate in a plethora of
programmes organised by the
UN on the sidelines of the con-
ference, the ministry said.

Prime Minister Prachanda
will also be making the coun-
try statement in the general
debate of the conference.
Prachanda will also address a
conference organised by
Malawi, the chair of the LDCs,
on March 4, it said.

According to Ministry’s
spokesperson Sewa Lamsal the
Prime Minister will also partic-
ipate in some programmes of
the United Nations on the
sideline of the Conference.

On the occasion,
Prachanda will attend bilater-
al meetings, she added. 
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At least four people were
killed and 10 injured in an

explosion inside a market in the
Balochistan province of
Pakistan on Sunday morning,
police said. Barkhan Deputy
Commissioner Abdullah
Khoso told Dawn newspaper
that the blast occurred in the
Rakhni market area when an
improvised explosive device
(IED) planted on a motorcycle
exploded. Barkhan Station
House Officer (SHO) Sajjad
Afzal said the injured persons
were moved to a nearby hospi-
tal. The official said a police
team had reached the site and
cordoned off the area for fur-
ther investigations.

Unverified videos making
the rounds on social media
show volunteers carrying
bloodied victims away as a
crowd gathers at the purport-
ed site of the blast. Mangled
motorcycles and charred veg-
etables can be seen strewn
about on the road. Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Abdul
Qudoos Bizenjo has con-
demned the blast and directed
the authorities to take all pos-
sible steps to arrest the culprits.
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China’s ruling Communist Party on
Sunday began a key meeting to carry out

a major revamp of the party and the gov-
ernment ahead of next month’s annual ses-
sion of the Parliament.

The meeting of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) plenum started its three-day
plenary session in Beijing on Sunday, with
President Xi Jinping, who is also the gen-
eral secretary of the party, presenting a work
report, the state-run Xinhua news agency
reported.

The Central Committee plenary session
is being held ahead of the annual session of
China’s Parliament, the National People’s
Congress (NPC), and the top advisory body
— the China People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) — in the first week of
March.

During the NPC’s annual session, China
will unveil a new leadership, including a new
premier to succeed the incumbent Li
Keqiang who is retiring. Barring Xi, most
of the officials at the top were expected to
be replaced.

Earlier this week, the political bureau of
the party discussed the draft plan for the
reforms of the CPC as well as state institu-
tions and finalised recommendations to be
submitted to the Central Committee plenary
for approval.

The Central Committee which was
elected at the once in five-year Congress of
the party held in October last year consist-
ed of 203 members and 168 alternate mem-
bers.

Xi, 69, was re-elected for an unprece-
dented third five-year term by the Congress.
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CANBERRA (AP): An
Australian-based archaeologist
and two Papua New Guinea
nationals have been released
from captivity after being taken
hostage by an armed group in
a remote part of Papua New
Guinea several days ago,
Australian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong said Sunday.

“I welcome news from
PNG that all hostages have
been released and will soon be
reunited with their families,”
Wong said on Twitter.

The academic, Bryce
Barker, and the other hostages
were reportedly held at gun-
point by 20 armed men,
according to a local police
report. Police did not say when
the kidnapping occurred.

Barker is a New Zealand
national based at the University
of Southern Queensland in
Australia.

The archaeologist and his
research crew were conducting
fieldwork in the remote
Southern Highlands province
of the poor South Pacific island
nation when they were taken
hostage by the armed group.

Papua New Guinea author-
ities confirmed the release of
one hostage on Friday. 
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Senior Arab lawmakers were
in Syria on Sunday for talks

with President Bashar Assad on
bringing his country back into
the fold of the Arab world. The
visit follows a mini-summit in
Baghdad that affirmed the
Arab League’s intentions of
having Syria return to the orga-
nization despite the country’s
devastating civil war.

Lawmakers from nine
Arab countries, as well as
Palestinian representatives,
made up the delegation —
reflecting a continuation in
the thawing of relations with
Assad, who for over a decade
has been isolated from most of
the region.

Syria was suspended from
the Arab League in 2011 after
Assad’s government cracked
down brutally on mass protests
against his rule — an uprising
that quickly descended into a
brutal civil war. The conflict
has killed over 300,000 people
and displaced half the country’s
population of 23 million.

First to arrive in Damascus
was Egypt’s Parliament Speaker
Hanafy el-Gebaly, the most
senior Egyptian official to visit
Syria in over a decade. Iraq’s
parliament speaker,

Mohammed Halbousi —
among several Arab leaders
who have been calling for
Syria’s return to the Arab
League — headed the delega-
tion. On Saturday, the Arab
Inter-Parliamentary Union met
in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad,
after several Arab countries in
recent years moved to reestab-
lish ties with Assad.

The process intensified fol-
lowing the massive Feb. 6
earthquake that struck Turkey
and Syria and killed more than

47,000 people, including over
1,400 people in government-
controlled areas of Syria and
more than 2,400 in the rebel-
held northwest. The quake fur-
ther compounded Syria’s deep
economic crisis.

Egypt and Saudi Arabia are
among US allies in the Middle
East that delivered earthquake
aid to government-held areas in
Syria. The United Arab
Emirates sent more aid-loaded
planes than any other nation,
including Syria’s key allies

Russia and Iran.
El-Gebaly told reporters

after landing in Damascus that
the Arab delegation was “vis-
iting brotherly Syria to support
the Syrian people” after the
quake. He cited the joint state-
ment from the Baghdad meet-
ing about the need to begin the
process of “bringing Syria back
to the Arab fold.”

“It’s natural that Syria will
return some day, God willing,
and matters will return to what
they once were,” he said.
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Fighting is grinding on in
Ukraine after the country

marked the anniversary of
Russia’s invasion, with
Ukrainian authorities on
Saturday reporting dozens of
new Russian strikes and attacks
on cities in the east and south.

After a somber and defiant
day of commemorations on
Friday and a marathon news
conference, Ukraine’s seem-
ingly indefatigable president
followed up with new video
posts a day later in which he
declared that “Russia must lose
in Ukraine” and argued that its
forces can be defeated this
year.

In a separate tweet,
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy also pushed for more
sanctions pressure on Russia
after the UK, US and the
European Union all announced
new measures aimed at further
choking off funding and sup-
port for Moscow.

“The pressure on Russian
aggressor must increase,”
Zelenskyy tweeted in English.

He said Ukraine wants to
see “decisive steps” against
Russian state nuclear corpora-
tion Rosatom and the Russian
nuclear industry as well as
“more pressure on military
and banking.”

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said this week that
Rosatom and his Defense
Ministry need to work on
ensuring that Russia is ready to
resume nuclear weapons tests
if needs be. He alleged that the
US is working on nuclear

weapons and that some in the
US are pondering plans to
carry out nuclear tests banned
under the global test ban that
took effect after the end of the
Cold War.

“If the US conducts tests,
we will also do it,” Putin said.

Russia has already become
the most sanctioned nation in
the world over the past year,
targeted with sanctions by
more than 30 countries repre-
senting more than half of the
world’s economy. But the
squeeze on its economy, trade
and firms has yet to deliver a
knockout blow.

Russia’s ambassador to
Washington, Anatoly Antonov,
called the latest US sanctions
“thoughtless.”

“We have learned to live
under economic and political
pressure,” Antonov said. “The
experience of previous sanc-
tions has shown that they harm
the world market to a greater
extent, worsen the situation of
ordinary citizens in states that
initiate or support reckless
sanctions.”

The Feb. 24 anniversary of
last year’s invasion brought no
respite in Russian attacks.

Still, in one of his video
posts on Saturday, Zelenskyy
asked: “Is it possible for us to
win?”

“Yes,” he said. “We are
capable of this in unity, res-
olutely and unyieldingly, to
put an end to Russian aggres-
sion this year.”

Ukraine’s military on
Saturday reported 27 Russian
airstrikes and 75 attacks from
multiple rocket launchers in the
most recent 24-hour spell. It
said Russian offensive efforts
continue to be concentrated in
Ukraine’s industrial east and
northeast. Five wounded civil-
ians were reported in Ukraine’s
eastern Donetsk province,
where territory is roughly split
between Russian and
Ukrainian control.

Battles raged “around” and
“nearby” Bakhmut, a city in the
Donetsk region that has
become the focus of the fight-
ing in recent months, accord-
ing to Ukraine’s Land Forces.
The military said the Russian
forces continued attempts to
break through Ukrainian
defenses, encircle and seize
the city.

Yevgeny Prigozhin, owner
of Russia’s private military
company Wagner, claimed on
Saturday that his fighters have
“completely taken over” the vil-
lage of Yahidne on the north
outskirts of Bakhmut. There
has been no confirmation of
the claim from either the
Russian military or the
Ukrainian army.
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At least 43 migrants died
when their overcrowded

wooden boat smashed into
rocky reefs and broke apart off
southern Italy before dawn
Sunday, the Italian coast guard
said. Survivors reportedly indi-
cated that dozens more could
be missing.

“As of now, 80 persons
were recovered alive, some of
whom succeeded in reaching
the shore after the shipwreck.
and 43 bodies were found
along the shore,” the coast
guard said in a statement issued
shortly before noon.

Italian state TV later
reported 45 cloth-covered bod-
ies were brought to the sports
stadium in the nearest city,
Crotone.

There were also various
estimates of how many people
were aboard the boat when it
collided with the reefs in vio-
lently rough seas. Some of the
wreckage ended up on a stretch
of beach along Calabria’s Ionian
Sea coast, where splinted pieces
of bright blue wood littered the
sand like matchsticks.

Reporting from the vil-
lage of Steccato di Cutro, state
TV quoted survivors as saying
the boat had set out five days
earlier from Turkey with more
than 200 passengers.

Italian Premier Giorgia
Meloni said some 200 migrants
had been crowded into a 20-
meter (66-foot) -long boat.

Italy’s coast guard, which
was coordinating the rescue,
said about 120 migrants were
believed to have been on board.

Italian authorities said a
rescue operation involving a
helicopter and police aircraft,
and vessels from state fire-
fighter squads, the coast guard

and border police, was under-
way Sunday. Local fishermen
also joined in the search for
survivors.

A pair of firefighter water
rescuers struggled with wind
gusts and waves several meters
(yards) high crashing onto the
beach as they brought a body
ashore.

A local priest said he
blessed bodies while they were
still lying on the beach.

One survivor was taken
into custody for questioning
after survivors indicated he
was a trafficker, Rai state TV
said.

In a statement released by
the premier’s office, Meloni
expressed “her deep sorrow for
the many human lives torn
away by human traffickers.”

“It’s inhumane to exchange
the lives of men, women and
children for the ‘price’ of a tick-
et paid by them in the false
prospect for a safe voyage,” said
Meloni, a far-right-wing leader
whose governing allies includes
the anti-migrant League party.

She vowed to pursue a
crackdown on departures
arranged by people smugglers
and to press fellow European
Union leaders to help Italy in
her quest.

Some of the survivors tried
to keep warm, wrapped in
blankets and quilts and were
taken by bus to a temporary
shelter.

State TV said 22 survivors
were taken to hospital for treat-
ment.

A coast guard motorboat
rescued two men suffering
from hypothermia and recov-
ered the body of a boy in the
rough seas, the agency said in
a statement. Firefighter boats,
including rescue divers, recov-
ered 28 bodies, including three
pulled by a strong current far
away from the wreckage.

Among the dead were an
8-year-old boy and a baby a few
months old, according to
Italian news reports.

Pope Francis on Sunday
lamented that children were
among the shipwreck victims.

Francis told the faithful in
St. Peter’s Square: “I pray for
each of them, for the missing
and the other migrants who
survived.” The pontiff added he
also was praying for the res-
cuers “and for those who give
welcome” to the migrants.

“It's an enormous tragedy,”
Crotone Mayor Vincenzo Voce
told RAI state TV.

“In solidarity, the city will
find places in the cemetery” for
the dead, Voce said.

Details about the national-
ities of the migrants were not
immediately provided in the
reports.

It was also not clear where
the boat had set out from, but
migrant vessels arriving in
Calabria usually depart from
Turkish or Egyptian shores.
Many of these boats, including
sailboats, often reach remote
stretches of Italy’s long south-
ern coastline unaided by the
coast guard or humanitarian
rescue vessels.

Another sea route
employed by traffickers, con-

sidered among the deadliest for
migration, crosses the central
Mediterranean Sea from Libya’s
coast, where migrants often
endure brutal detention condi-
tions for months, before they
can board rubber dinghies or
aging wooden fishing boats,
toward Italian shores.

Most of the migrants
departing from Libya are flee-
ing poverty in sub-Saharan
Africa or in Asian countries
including Bangladesh and
Pakistan, not war or persecu-
tion, and risk having asylum
bids denied by Italian author-
ities.

Another heavily plied route
by traffickers’ boats begins on
Tunisia’s shores, with many of
those boats reaching the south-
ern Italian island of
Lampedusa, or Sardinian
beaches, often without need of
rescue.

Meloni’s government has
concentrated on complicating
efforts by humanitarian boats
to make multiple rescues in the
central Mediterranean by
assigning them ports of disem-
barkation along Italy’s northern
coasts, meaning the vessels
need more time to return to the
sea after bringing those rescued
aboard, often hundreds of
migrants, safely to shore.

Humanitarian organisa-
tions have lamented that the
crackdown also includes an
order to the charity boats not
to remain at sea after the first
rescue operation in hopes of
performing other rescues, but
to head immediately to their
assigned port of safety.
Violators face stiff fines and
confiscation of the rescue ves-
sel. Opposition parties pointed
to Sunday’s tragedy as proof
that Italy’s migration policy was
badly flawed.
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APalestinian gunman on Sunday
opened fire at an Israeli car in the

occupied West Bank, killing two Israelis,
senior politicians and settler leaders said.

The shooting cast a shadow over a
high-level meeting between Palestinian
and Israeli delegations  in neighbouring
Jordan meant to reduce surging violence
ahead of the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan.

The shooting came days after a dead-
ly Israeli military raid in a nearby
Palestinian city, killing 10  people. The
military said it was searching for the
attacker, who opened fire on a car on the
West Bank’s main highway and fled.

In an initial move, Israeli Cabinet
minister approved a proposal that
would impose the death penalty on
Palestinian militants involved in deadly
attacks.

“On a difficult day in which two
Israelis were murdered in a Palestinian
terror attack, there is nothing more sym-
bolic that passing the death penalty law
on terrorists,” said Itamar Ben Gvir,
Israel’s far-right national security minis-
ter.

West Bank settler leaders called on
Israel to withdraw its delegation from the
talks in Jordan and crack down on the
Palestinians. Hamas, the Islamic militant
group that rules the Gaza Strip, said no
summit would stop Palestinians from
fighting Israel.

Israel said the prime minister's
national security adviser as well as the
chief of the Shin Bet domestic security
agency were to attend the talks in neigh-
bouring Jordan. The head of the

Palestinian intelligence services as well as
advisers to President Mahmoud Abbas
were expected to join.

The presence of top officials at the
meeting, as well as delegations from
Egypt, Jordan and the  United States,
underscored the severity of the crisis. It
was also a rare high-level meeting
between the sides,  coming during a time
of rising tensions and after the
Palestinians cut security coordination
with Israel over  the violence.

Abbas’ office said the Palestinians
would “stress the need to stop all Israeli
unilateral actions.” An Israeli official
said the meeting was meant to ease ten-
sions ahead of Ramadan and came after
an American request.

The meeting’s Palestinian attendees
were confirmed by a Palestinian official.
A Jordanian official also said the meet-
ing was meant to stop “Israeli unilateral
actions,” build confidence and lead to
more comprehensive contacts between
the sides. He said the meeting will take
place in the Red Sea resort town of Aqaba,
Jordan.

All three officials spoke on condition
of anonymity because they weren't autho-
rised to discuss the meeting with the
media. 

Palestinians who oppose any official
engagement with Israel said they would
protest the meeting, while Hamas criti-
cised the meeting. It called Sunday’s
shooting “a natural reaction” to Israeli
incursions into Palestinian areas of the
West Bank and resulting deaths.

“The resistance in the West Bank will
remain present and growing, and no plan
or summit will be able to stop it,” said
spokesman Hazem Qassem.
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Sri Lankan police on Sunday fired tear gas and
water  cannons to disperse a protest march

organised by the country’s main opposition coali-
tion here against the delay in local body polls.

The Election Commission on Friday formal-
ly announced that the local body  elections would
not be held on March 9 as  planned, and a fresh
date will be notified on  March 3.

The protest march and rally organised by the
National People’s Power urged President Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s  government to hold the local
body polls. Police tried to disperse the protest-
ers and fired water cannons and tear gas twice
at the Union Place area of central Colombo,
where authorities had blocked several  access
roads. The police obtained orders from the
Colombo Fort Magistrate Court, preventing  26
people, including the NPP Leader Anura  Kumara
Dissanayaka, from entering areas  around the
President's Office and  President’s House until 8
pm on Sunday. The NPP leaders carried a ban-
ner  during the march, which said, “let’s defeat
the government's cowardly attempt to bury
democracy by not holding the election”.

Opposition parties like the Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (SJB) pin the blame on
Wickremesinghe, who is also the country’s
finance minister, for trying to sabotage the  local
body polls by blocking the funds from  the
Treasury. They are also accusing him of  influ-
encing the state officials and the  Election
Commission against the holding of  the polls, fear-

ing a loss. The election to appoint new admin-
istrations to 340 local councils for a four-year term
has been postponed since  March last year due
to the ongoing  economic crisis. The government
has indicated  repeatedly that the time was unsuit-
able to  hold the election, given the economic cri-
sis. It said the scarcity of money to hold the elec-
tion costing Rs 10 billion would bring  addition-
al pressure on the already lean  state finances.
Despite the uncertainty around the elections, the
main opposition party has  been campaigning vig-
orously and is thought  to have a good chance of
winning control of  a sizeable number of seats.

Sri Lanka was hit by an unprecedented  finan-
cial crisis in 2022, the worst since its  indepen-
dence from Britain in 1948, due to a severe pauci-
ty of foreign exchange  reserves, sparking politi-
cal turmoil in the  country that led to the ouster
of the Rajapaksa family.
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Hundreds of protesters in Tunisia’s
capital took to the streets on

Saturday to denounce racism and
express solidarity towards migrants
after the country’s increasingly
authoritarian leader claimed there’s
a plot to erase his country’s identity
by bringing in sub-Saharan Africans. 

People shouting “no to racism,”
“solidarity with migrants” and “no to
police crackdown” marched through
central Tunis as part of the demon-
stration staged by Tunisia’s journal-
ists union and several nongovern-
mental organisations.

President Kais Saied said earlier
this week that “urgent measures”
were needed to address the entry of
irregular immigrants from sub-
Saharan countries, “with their lot of
violence, crimes and unacceptable
practices.”

The spokesperson for the
Tunisian Forum for Social and

Economic Rights, Romdhane Ben
Amor, deplored an increasing num-
ber of racist assaults against sub-
Saharan migrants following Saied’s
remarks. 

“We noted attempts to drive
some migrants out of their homes,”
he told The Associated Press. 

“Others are being prevented
from taking public transportation.” 

Tunisian comedian Fatma
Saidane denounced “deplorable
actions” targeting some sub-Saharan
people and called on people to show
a civic-minded attitude.

“We must not assault or insult
people who live on our soil, in the
same way we don’t accept our com-
patriots to be ill-treated in Europe,”
she said. 

In recent days, about 100 sub-
Saharan migrants have been detained
for having illegally crossed the
Tunisian border, according to Riadh
Nouioui, the deputy prosecutor of
Kasserine, a mountainous region
close to Algeria. Other migrants enter
the country from neighbouring
Libya. 

Saied’s comments raised a storm
on social media and condemnation
from NGOs. Tunisia, once lauded as
the only budding democracy in the
Arab world, has recently also seen a
crackdown on opposition politi-
cians and activists.
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India and the UK have agreed
to make further progress on

the ongoing negotiations for a
free trade agreement (FTA)
and also to swiftly organise the
next bilateral Economic and
Financial Dialogue soon, the
British government has said.

India has recently con-
cluded the seventh round of
talks with the UK.

At the conclusion of UK
Chancellor Jeremy Hunt’s India
visit for the G20 Finance
Ministers and Central Bank
Governors meeting, held under
India’s 2023 Presidency, the
UK’s Treasury department said
the finance minister held talks
with Indian counterpart
Nirmala Sitharaman with a
focus on deepening bilateral
economic and financial ties.

“At a meeting with Indian
Finance Minister Sitharaman,
both sides agreed to make fur-
ther progress on the UK-India
Free Trade Agreement and
deepen bilateral economic and
financial ties,” the Treasury
department said in a statement
on Saturday.

“They agreed to make swift
progress on setting up the next
UK-India Economic and
Financial Dialogue,” it said.

Hunt, on his first interna-
tional visit as UK Chancellor,
also met with business leaders
in Bengaluru and visited the
offices of tech multinational
Wipro which employs over
4,000 people in the UK.

“Meeting fellow Finance
Ministers face to face is an
excellent opportunity to make
real progress on the key glob-
al economic issues of our time,”

said Hunt.
“I first visited India 38

years ago, and it’s been fascinat-
ing to see how much the coun-
try has changed in this time –
there are positive lessons to be
learnt from their successful
rapid development.

“It’s been great to hear
from Indian technology busi-
ness leaders here in Bengaluru
how they are pushing the
country’s economy forward,
and I look forward to further
collaboration between India
and the UK as we continue
to trade and create jobs –
delivering on the government’s
plan to grow the economy,” he
said.

The Chancellor, alongside
Bank of England Governor
Andrew Bailey, attended a
meeting of G7 Finance
Ministers and Central Bank

Governors on Thursday. They
were joined virtually by
Ukrainian Finance Minister
Serhiy Marchenko.

“Their statement sent a
strong message of condemna-
tion for Russia’s war of aggres-
sion against Ukraine,
announced an increase of
financial support for the
Ukrainian government to a
total of USD 39 billion in 2023
and committed to continue
supporting vulnerable coun-
tries hardest hit by the econom-
ic impact of the war,” the
Treasury said.

On Friday, the UK
announced a fresh wave of
internationally coordinated
sanctions and trade measures,
to “further restrict Russia’s
capability to wage war in
Ukraine both now and in the
future”.

At the first G20 Finance
Ministers and Central Bank
Governors meeting under the
Indian Presidency, Hunt con-
demned “Russia’s brutal acts” in
the strongest terms, emphasis-
ing that securing peace was the
most important action for glob-
al growth.

According to the UK gov-
ernment, the senior Cabinet
minister also underscored the
need for bilateral official cred-
itors and private sector to
urgently help address low and
middle-income country debt
vulnerabilities in developing
countries.

The minister emphasised
the importance of multilateral
development banks boosting
lending from their existing
balance sheets and called on the
G20 to fulfil its pledge to chan-
nel USD 100 billion of IMF

Special Drawing Rights in sup-
port of developing countries.

“The Indian Presidency
issued a Chair’s statement at the
end of the meeting which high-
lighted, among other things,
the continued need to fight
inflation, and the importance of
supply-side policies, especially
those that increase labour sup-
ply, boost growth and alleviate
price pressures.

“There was also G20 con-
sensus, including China, on the
need for swift resolution of
existing debt restructuring
cases and to work on the
impacts of food and energy
insecurity on the global econ-
omy,” the Treasury said.

While in Bengaluru, the
UK Chancellor is also said to
have had “productive bilateral
meetings” with US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen, Federal

Reserve Chairman Jerome
Powell, French Minister of
Economy and Finance Bruno
Le Maire and Kristalina
Georgieva, Managing Director
of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). He also met with
Australian Treasurer Jim
Chalmers.

While speaking at the
meetings, the Chancellor is
said to have set out the UK gov-
ernment’s intention to protect
the most vulnerable from cost-
of-living pressures, whilst
maintaining fiscal sustainabil-
ity with debt falling and
not adding to inflationary pres-
sure.

He added that the upcom-
ing Spring Budget of the Rishi
Sunak-led government on
March 15 will “drive econom-
ic growth, focusing on skills,
business and infrastructure

investment and research and
innovation, as well as review-
ing regulations of the UK’s
key growth industries”.

Officials on both sides
began the seventh round of
FTA talks earlier this month,
picking up from the sixth
round of negotiations con-
ducted in New Delhi in
December 2022 with the visit
of UK Trade Secretary Kemi
Badenoch.

Negotiations with the UK
started on January 13 last year
with an aim to boost bilateral
trade and investments.

The bilateral trade between
the two countries increased to
USD 17.5 billion in 2021-22
compared to USD 13.2 billion
in 2020-21. India’s exports
stood at USD 10.5 billion in
2021-22, while imports were
USD 7 billion.
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Singapore President Halimah
Yacob on Sunday expressed

concern over the young people in
the affluent city-state taking the
path of radicalisation and stressed
the need to counter false narratives
and explain to the public why “ISIS
does not represent Islam.”  

Halimah, a nominated
President of Singapore from the
Malay Muslim minority commu-
nity, said  that youths are curious
and impressionable, and are easi-
ly seized by their perceptions of
injustices or unfairness in other
parts of the world.

Singapore needs continuous
efforts to counter false narratives
and to “explain why ISIS does not
represent Islam or Muslims,” she
said while addressing a gathering

here. Her comments came after
Singapore’s law enforcement offi-
cials announced earlier this month
that two teenagers were booked
under the Internal Security Act
after being inspired Islamic State
in Syria and  Iraq (ISIS) online pro-
paganda.   The two teenagers,
included a 15-year-old student,
who thought of carrying out knife
attacks and  beheading non-
Muslims and becoming a suicide
bomber, according to The Straits
Times newspaper.  

“Youth, who are concerned
about critical world events, should
be given a safe platform to discuss,
ask questions and find out more
from experienced and knowledge-
able experts in the field,” the 68-
year-old leader was quoted as say-
ing by TODAY newspaper.  

That way, they can be provid-

ed with accurate facts and infor-
mation to “counter the false and
misleading social media narratives
that confuse, obfuscate and mis-
lead them,” she said.  

The recent cases of radicalisa-
tion have raised concerns in the
Muslim community who fear this
would negatively affect their rela-
tionship with non-Muslims and
their employment prospects, the
President said.   “I personally have
great confidence that Singaporeans
know that Muslims here are think-
ing, rational, peace-loving people
who contribute strongly to our
economy and society,” she added.

Malay accounts for 15 per
cent of Singapore’s more than 5
million predominantly Chinese
population and the rest being
Indians and others including
Eurasians.

���� -���	�

German Chancellor  Olaf
Scholz said on Sunday

that his  government wants to
make it easier for  information
technology experts from India
to  obtain work visas in
Germany as the  country
struggles with a shortage of
skilled  labour.

Scholz said improving the
legal  framework so Germany
becomes more  attractive for
software developers and those
with IT development skills is
a priority for his  government
this year.

“We want to make the
issuing of visas  easier,” he told
reporters during a visit to
India’s high-tech hub of
Bengaluru.

“Aside from the legal
modernisation we  want to
modernise the entire bureau-
cratic  process as well,” Scholz
said.

Asked about workers who
don’t speak the language when
they come to Germany, he
said it should not be seen as

a hurdle if people arrive in the
country speaking English first
and then acquire German
later  on.

Scholz was speaking on
the second day  of his trip to
India, after meeting Saturday
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to  discuss the fallout
from the war in Ukraine.

The German leader last
year invited Modi to attend a
summit of the Group of
Seven leading industrial
nations he hosted  in Bavaria,
and said he favours India
joining  this year’s meeting in
Japan, too.
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Iran’s currency fell  to a new
record low on Sunday, plung-

ing to  6,00,000 to the dollar for
the first time as the  effects of
nationwide anti-government
protests and the breakdown of
the 2015  nuclear deal contin-
ued to roil the economy.

Iranians have formed long
lines in front  of exchange
offices in recent days, hoping to
acquire increasingly scarce dol-
lars.

Many have seen their life
savings  evaporate as the local
currency has  deteriorated.
Inflation reached 53.4 per cent
in January, up from 41.4 per
cent two years ago, according
to Iran’s statistics centre. 

The dire economic condi-
tions have  contributed to
widespread anger at the  gov-
ernment, but have also forced
many  Iranians to focus on
putting food on the  table
rather than engaging in high-
risk  political activism amid a
fierce crackdown  on dissent.

Iran’s currency was trading
at 32,000  rials to the dollar
when it signed the 2015
nuclear accord with world
powers. The  agreement lifted
international sanctions in
return for strict limits on and
surveillance of  its nuclear
activities.

The agreement unravelled
when then-President Donald

Trump unilaterally  withdrew
the US from it and restored
crippling sanctions. Iran
responded by  ramping up its
enrichment of uranium, and
now has enough for “several”
atomic  weapons if it chooses
to develop them,  according to
the UN’s nuclear watchdog.

Iran insists its nuclear pro-
gramme is  entirely peaceful,
but experts say it had a  nuclear
weapons programme until
2003 and  is developing a
breakout capacity that could
allow it to quickly build an
atomic weapon  should it
decide to do so.

The Biden administration
supports a  return to the 2015
agreement, but  negotiations hit
an impasse last year and
appear to have ground to a halt.
Iran has  further angered
Western countries by  supply-
ing armed drones to Russia that
have  been used in its invasion
of Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Iran has seen
waves of  anti-government
protests since the  September
death of a 22-year-old Kurdish-
Iranian woman who was
detained by the  morality police
for allegedly violating Iran’
strict Islamic dress code.

The protests rapidly esca-
lated into calls  for the over-
throw of Iran’s ruling Shiite
clerics, marking a major chal-
lenge to their four-decade rule.
Iran has blamed the  unrest on
foreign powers, casting it as an
extension of the sanctions,
without providing  evidence.

The Trump administra-
tion had hoped  that maximum
sanctions would force Iran to
make major concessions on its
nuclear  activities, its ballistic
missile programme and  its
military involvement in coun-
tries across  the Middle East,
but it has yet to do so.
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British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak on
Sunday pledged to give everything  he

has got to fix the lingering problems of
Brexit and clinch a new deal with the
European Union (EU) that  resolves the
problematic Northern Ireland Protocol.

The protocol, agreed by his former
boss Boris Johnson, was struck to prevent
a hard border  between UK territory
Northern Ireland and EU member-state
Ireland.

However, in practice, it has proved
controversial and created a standoff
between the UK and EU  over a resolution
until now, when hopes of a new deal have
been revived after intensive talks.

“I voted for Brexit and I believe in
Brexit because it offers vast opportunities
for families and businesses across our
whole country,” writes Sunak in ‘The Daily
Telegraph'.

He notes that while Brexit was about
restoring the UK’s sovereignty, the
Northern Ireland  Protocol had under-
mined that and created “serious barriers
to trade within the United Kingdom, and
that is  unacceptable”.

“My job is to seize this opportunity,
confront the hard choices, and give every-
thing I’ve got. And I  promise you this: I
won’t agree on any deal which doesn’t fix
the problems and deliver for Northern
Ireland  and our precious Union. That is
the best way to finish the job, to unleash
the opportunities of Brexit for  every part
of our United Kingdom and, finally, to get
Brexit done,” he writes.

The protocol meant goods arriving
from England, Scotland, and Wales with-

in the United  Kingdom are checked when
they arrive at Northern Irish ports.

Northern Ireland’s Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP) are strongly opposed
to this as they see it as  undermining the
region's position within the rest of the UK,
besides severely impacting trade.

A controversial Northern Ireland
Protocol Bill drafted before Sunak took
charge at 10 Downing  Street was designed

for the UK to undo parts of the agreement
through a Parliament vote, a move the EU
took legal action over and unleashed
months of impasse until the latest round
of talks.

“No British Prime Minister could
ever sit back and just allow these problems
to continue. That’s why my predecessors
were right to create the Northern Ireland
Protocol Bill - and why I supported them
in  doing so,” notes Sunak.

“For as long as the European Union
refused to reopen negotiations on the
Protocol itself, this Bill  was the only way
forward. I have no doubt that it helped to
create the conditions where the EU has
been  prepared to engage constructively.
But my predecessors were also right to say
this Bill was a last resort.  Like them, I have
always said a negotiated solution would be
a better outcome,” he writes.

Hard Brexiteers within the
Conservative Party, including Boris
Johnson, have warned against  backing
down over the Bill.

However, a growing number of Tory
MPs are believed to now be backing Sunak
on getting a new  deal done - with any
rebellion within his party ranks in a
House of Commons vote expected next
week  likely to be minor.

Meanwhile, Irish Prime Minister Leo
Varadkar has said the deal over trade
between Great Britain  and Northern
Ireland was “inching towards a conclusion”.

The Taoiseach, as the Prime Minister
is known in Ireland, said an agreement
could come within  days but this was “by
no means guaranteed” and urged politi-
cians on all sides to “go the extra mile” to
get it  over the line.
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Indian-American Republican
presidential candidate Nikki

Haley has  vowed that if voted
to power, she will cut every cent
in foreign aid for countries like
China, Pakistan and  Iraq
which hate America, saying “a
strong America doesn’t pay
off the bad guys”.

The 51-year-old two-term
Governor of South Carolina
and the former US
Ambassador to the United
Nations formally launched her
2024 presidential bid earlier
this month.

“I will cut every cent in for-
eign aid for countries that hate
us. A strong America doesn’t
pay off the  bad guys. A proud
America doesn’t waste our
people’s hard-earned money.
And the only leaders who
deserve our trust are those
who stand up to our enemies
and stand beside our friends,”
she wrote in an op-ed  in the
New York Post.

She said that America
spent USD 46 billion on foreign
aid last year, which is given to
countries  like China, Pakistan,

and Iraq. American taxpayers
deserve to know where that
money is going and what it’s
doing, she added.

“They will be shocked to
find that much of it goes to
fund anti-American countries
and causes. As president, I’ll
put a stop to this fiasco,” she
said.

According to Haley, the
Biden administration resumed
military aid to Pakistan, though
it's home to  at least a dozen ter-
rorist organisations and its
government is deeply in hock
to China. She said that as the
US ambassador to the UN, she
strongly supported then
president Donald  Trump’s
decision to cut nearly USD 2
billion of military aid to
Pakistan because that country
supported  terrorists who kill
American troops.

“It was a major victory for
our troops, our taxpayers and
our vital interests, but it didn’t
go nearly far enough. We’ve still
given them way too much in
other aid. As president, I will
block every penny,” she added.

She said that the Biden
administration restored half a

billion dollars to “a corrupt
United Nations agency” that’s
supposed to help the
Palestinian people but in fact
covers for deeply anti-Semitic
propaganda  against our ally
Israel. She added the US has
given Iraq more than USD 1
billion over the last few years,
even though its government is
getting closer to Iran.

She said American tax-
payers still give money to
“Communist China for ridicu-
lous environment  pro-
grammes, despite the obvious
threat China poses to
Americans.”

“We give money to Belarus,
which is Russian dictator
Vladimir Putin’s closest ally. We
even give money to

Communist Cuba - a country
our own government has des-
ignated as a state sponsor of
terrorism,” she said, adding
that it's been happening for
decades under presidents of
both parties.

“I am running for president
to restore our nation’s strength,
our national pride and our peo-
ple’s trust. Backing American
allies and friends like Israel and
Ukraine is smart. Sending our
tax dollars to enemies isn’t,” she
added.

“At the UN, I put together
a book of how much money we
give other countries and how
often they vote with us. It was
eye-opening. We are giving
huge amounts of cash to coun-
tries that vote against us most
of the time. That doesn’t make
sense. I’ll stop it. America can’t
buy our friends. We'll certain-
ly never buy off our enemies,”
she added.

Less than a fortnight after
entering the race to the White
House, Haley is leading against
President Joe Biden in a hypo-
thetical match, according to the
latest opinion poll on Friday.
But she trails badly  against

leading GOP candidate former
president Trump, Rasmussen
Report said based on a survey
it  conducted between February
16 to 19.

Among the Republicans,
she comes at the third position
after Trump (52 per cent) and
Florida  Governor Ron
DeSantis (24 per cent).

Born Nimrata Nikki
Randhawa to immigrant
Punjabi Sikh parents, Haley is
the third Indian-American to
run for the US presidency in
three consecutive election
cycles. Bobby Jindal ran in
2016 and Vice President
Kamala Harris in 2020. 

Days after Haley
announced her White House
bid, Indian-American tech
entrepreneur Vivek
Ramaswamy, another
Republican, also launched his
2024 presidential bid.

Before entering the presi-
dential ballot, Haley has to win
the Republican Party’s presi-
dential primary which will
start in January next year. The
next US presidential election is
scheduled to be held on
November 5, 2024.
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Companies must choose
growth mindset and con-

stantly evaluate resource allo-
cation to boost growth,
McKinsey India said.

Growth is the only oxygen
that India needs, McKinsey
India senior partner Jaidit
Brar said at the annual con-
vention of  Madras
Management Association
here.

"The drivers of margin
accretive growth are relentless
cost and value engineering;
quality of revenue, new busi-
ness models and scale bene-
fits," he said at the event
which was held on the theme
"India's Century: How to
Drive Sustainable, Inclusive

Growth?".
Companies must choose

growth mindset, constantly
evaluate resource allocation,
pursue adjacent opportuni-
ties, serve global markets, he
said.

NITI Aayog former CEO
Parameswaran Iyer said the
Centre wants to create facili-
ties that would remove the
divide between villages and
cities and government would
be an enabler and not imple-
menter.

India is very much on the
path to become a developed
nation, thanks to its economy,
sound macro-economic fun-
damentals, robust public
finance, strong manufactur-
ing, export growth and lead-
ership in climate action, he

said.
Lok Sabha MP N K

Premachandran, who inau-
gurated the conference, said
business management plays
an important role in the
growth of a nation and under-
lined the need for proper sci-
entif ic  management of

resources.
MMA President and Tata

Consultancy Services vice
president, Suresh Raman,
MMA senior vice president
and TSM Group of
Companies partner-director
K Mahalingam were also pre-
sent on the occasion.
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Services exports are record-
ing a healthy growth rate

and going by this trend, the
outbound shipments will cross
$ 300 billion in 2022-23, and
tapping global opportunities
would help achieve USD one
trillion target by 2030, SEPC
said on Sunday.

Services Export Promotion
Council (SEPC) Director
General Abhay Sinha said sup-
port measures in the forth-
coming foreign trade policy
(FTP) would help further boost
the exports.

Performance of sectors
including IT, ITeS, tourism
and healthcare is helping the
exports register significant
growth rates, he said.

"Going by the current
growth rate, the services

exports will cross USD 300 bil-
lion this fiscal," Sinha said.

According to the data of
the commerce ministry, the
estimated value of services
export in April-January 2022-

23 is USD 272 billion as com-
pared to USD 206.28 billion in
the year-ago period. In 2021-
22, these exports touched an
all-time high of USD 254 bil-
lion.

IT and ITeS accounts for
40-45 per cent share in the
exports. It is followed by trav-
el and tourism, education, and
financial services like banking,
and accountancy.

Developed countries are
contributing maximum share
in these exports, he said adding
Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) coun-
tries holds huge potential to
increase the exports.

"Export support measures
will help in enhancing com-
petitiveness of the sector and
free trade agreements with the
UAE and Australia are helping
explore new markets and
increase shipments," Sinha said.

He said the USD one tril-
lion target by 2030 is not ambi-
tious and the industry can
achieve this with the help of the
government.
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Even as tech giant Google
continues to cut down

staff, a sacked Indian employ-
ee stated that the layoffs are
not based on performance.

In a LinkedIn post, Google
India employee Animesh
Swain stated that pink slips
were also served to employees
with highest ratings. The list
also has names who were
recently awarded promotions.

"The people who man-

aged to stay (including me) are
not necessarily better than
those laid off," Swain was
quoted as saying in the post.

Another employee
Gurugram-based Aakriti
Walia, working as a Google
Cloud programme manager,
was laid off just 10 minutes
before a meeting.

"The 'access denied' mes-
sage on my system left me
numb as I was preparing for
my meeting just 10 mins
away," Walia posted on the

professional networking plat-
form.

"As I celebrated my 5-
year Googleversary just a few
days ago, little did I know it
would be my last," she said.

Earlier, Jennifer Vaden
Barth, a creative Strategist at
Google, said that the "layoff
impacted very talented and
highly rated professionals".

Barth, who had worked at
Google for 15 years said that
"layoffs hit women particular-
ly hard, especially women over

40". Meanwhile, in a bid to fur-
ther cut costs, Google has
even asked employees who
return to work to share their
work desks with a "partner" to
maximise office space.

Google India has recently
terminated more than 400
employees. The layoffs at
Google India were part of the
larger job cuts that impacted
12,000 workers globally at the
company.

Denying that the layoffs
were done "randomly",

Alphabet and Google CEO
Sundar Pichai had said earli-
er that he is "deeply sorry" for
reducing the workforce.

In an email to employees,
Pichai said he takes "full
responsibility for the deci-
sions that led us here".

The layoffs at Google's
parent company were expect-
ed amid the deepening fund-
ing winter that has hit com-
panies of all sizes in the glob-
al slowdown and recession
fears.
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The Central government has
said that it has not restrict-

ed or prohibited the export of
onions, and that $523.8 million
worth of onions from April to
December 2022 were exported.

The extant export policy of
onions is 'free', it has said,
adding that only the export of
onion seed is 'restricted' and
that too is permitted under
authorisation from the direc-

torate general of foreign trade
(DGFT), the commerce min-
istry said in a statement.

DGFT through its notifi-
cation issued on December
28, 2020, had amended the
export policy, bringing onion
(of all varieties) in cut, sliced or
broken in powder form and
Bangalore Rose onions and
Krishnapuram onions exclud-
ing cut, sliced or broken in
powder form from 'prohibited'
to 'free' category.
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Taking  suo motu action, the
Haryana Real Estate

Regulatory Authority
(HRERA), Gurugram, issued
an order on Friday instantly
freezing the bank accounts of
three affordable group housing
(AGH) projects of real estate
promoter Ocean Seven
Buildtech (OSB) Private
Limited after noticing several
violations of the Act 2016.

The Authority has also
marked a forensic audit of
accounts and restrained the
promoter from creating any
third-party rights as well. 

The Authority's action
came in the wake of the can-
cellation of the licences of all
three projects by the
Department of Town and

Country planning (DTCP),
Haryana.

"Taking cognizance of the
matter and in the exercise of
the power vested under
Sections 35 and 36 of the Real
Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act 2016, the
Authority, hereby, issues direc-
tions to protect the interest of
the allottees to freeze the bank
accounts and any other
accounts related to the projects
in question. The Authority

also directs the bank manager
not to allow any withdrawals
from these accounts till further
instructions from the
Authority," said the order.

All three projects located in
Gurugram include Expressway
Towers at Sector 109 with an
area admeasuring 7.5 acres,
Golf Heights at Sector 69 with
an area admeasuring 5.4125
acres and The Venetian at
Sector 70, an area admeasuring
5.10 acres.
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Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) feels generative arti-

ficial intelligence platforms like
ChatGPT will create an "AI co-
worker" and not replace jobs.

Milind Lakkad, the chief
human resources officer
(CHRO) of the country's
largest IT services firm that
employs over 6 lakh people said
such tools will help improve
productivity, but not change the
business models for companies.

"..It (generative AI) will
be a co-worker. It will be a co-
worker and that co-worker
will take time for them to
understand the context of the
customer," Lakkad said in an
interview with PTI recently.

The context for a job to be
executed will be industry and
customer-centric, which will

continue to come from the
human who is being assisted in
tasks by such a co-worker,
Lakkad explained.

"It is not that jobs will get
replaced, but the job definitions
will change," he added in the
comments which will assuage
concerns about future of jobs
in the sector which is one of the
biggest recruiters of engineer-
ing talent in the country.

The introduction of plat-

forms like ChatGPT has led to
concerns on whether a trained
human is needed at all to deliv-
er the work which a technolo-
gy company offers to clients.
Already, there are examples of
entire codes being generated
through such platforms. One of
the reasons for massive layoffs
by big tech companies across
the world is being attributed to
the emergence of such intuitive
platforms.
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Noted banker KV Kamath, who now chairs
the National Bank for Financing

Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID),
expects the digital sector to contribute a quar-
ter of the incremental GDP by the time the econ-
omy becomes a USD 7 trillion giant by FY29.

Currently, the contribution of the digital
economy is a low 4 per cent, whereas it is as
much as 40 per cent in China.

The government and planners see the
economy becoming the third largest in the world
by FY29, overtaking Japan, with a GDP of USD
7 trillion from the present USD 3.3 trillion.

The digital economy -- the digital infra-
structure, e-commerce and other digital pay-
ments and services segments--can be the coun-
try's biggest growth-driver and can contribute
as much as 25 per cent of the incremental GDP
by the time India becomes a USD 7-trillion econ-
omy by FY29. Currently, the share is a low 4 per
cent, Kamath told PTI in an interaction over the
weekend.

"As much as 40 per cent of the Chinese econ-
omy come from the digital sector today, and I
don't see any reason why we can't achieve this,"
the former ICICI Bank chairman quipped.

The chairman of NaBFID, the newest
development finance institution funded by the
government, does not see any reason to stop
pushing infrastructure investments as the econ-
omy has lot more appetite for more expressways,
highways, airports, seaports, and high-speed rail-
heads, discounting a question whether he sees
any room for an encore of the banking crisis that
befell on lenders after the government push on
infrastructure during FY06-08.
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India's economic growth
appears to be 'very fragile'

and it may fall short of what the
country needs to meet the
aspirations of its growing work-
force, RBI Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) member
Jayanth R Varma said on
Sunday.

In India, Varma said he
expects inflation to remain
high in 2022-23 but come
down significantly in 2023-
24.

"However, growth appears
to be very fragile, and mone-
tary tightening is compressing
demand," he told PTI.

Explaining further, he said
rising EMI payments increas-
es the pressure on household

budgets and dampens spend-
ing, and exports are struggling
in the face of global factors.

While noting that high
interest rates make private cap-
ital investment more difficult,
Varma said the government is
in fiscal consolidation mode,
thus reducing the support to
the economy from this source.

"Because of all these fac-
tors, I fear that growth may fall

short of what we need to meet
the aspirations of our growing
workforce given our demo-
graphic context and income
level," he said.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has projected India's
economic growth at 6.4 per
cent for 2023- 24. Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)
growth is estimated at 7 per
cent in 2022-23, according to
the first advance estimate of the
National Statistical Office
(NSO).

The Economic Survey
2022-23 projected a baseline
GDP growth of 6.5 per cent in
real terms for the next fiscal.

Varma , currently a pro-
fessor at the Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad said
he sees global inflationary pres-

sures dissipating in the months
ahead as the supply shocks
from the pandemic and from
the Ukraine war gradually
resolve themselves.

"The world is learning to
live with the war," he said,
adding that. At the same time
monetary tightening is putting
growth at risk across the world.

Replying to a question on
high inflation, Varma said
2022-23 is a year of high infla-
tion due to various supply
shocks as well as the delay in
monetary tightening during
the second half of 2022-23.

"However, I expect infla-
tion to come down significantly
in 2023-24. I anticipate a grad-
ual glide path that brings infla-
tion down close to the target,"
he said.

The RBI lowered the con-
sumer price inflation (CPI)
forecast to 6.5 per cent for the
current fiscal from 6.7 per
cent. India's retail inflation in
January was 6.52 per cent.

To a question on the
Reserve Bank hiking the short-
term lending rate, Varma
opined that the balance of
risks has shifted towards
growth rather than inflation,
and in this context, a pause is
more appropriate.

While observing that rates
are high enough for the MPC
to wait and see how the situa-
tion evolves, he said, "In the
unlikely event of inflation
remaining stubbornly high,
further rate hikes could be
considered at that point of
time."
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Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone (APSEZ)

crossed 300 million metric
tonne (MMT) of cargo han-
dling on Thursday.

The company crossed the
cargo handling in just 329
days.

APSEZ has registered
growth since it started opera-
tions over two decades ago and
continues to outperform all
India cargo volume growth,
with its market share rising
rapidly, the company said in a
statement.

"APSEZ's flagship port,

Mundra, is outpacing all its
closest rivals by comfortable
margins and continues to be
the largest port in the nation in
terms of volumes handled,"
APSEZ CEO and Whole Time
Director Karan Adani said.

APSEZ, a part of Adani
Group, has evolved from a
port company to an integrated
transport utility providing an
end-to-end solution from its
port gate to customer gate. 
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AI will have a prominent
role to play in the pharma

sector in the country. This
aspect of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and its importance was
delved indepth at the valedic-
tory of national conference
organized by SRM College of
Pharmacy yesterday. The con-
ference was held from 15 to 17
February on 'Artificial
Intelligence in Drug Discovery
And Pharmaceutical Research.'  

Vishagan Vanangamudi ,
Director, Apex Laboratories
Pvt.Ltd., Chennai was the chief

guest for the valedictory. He
said Artificial Intelligence is an
important domain which is
under focus for their organi-
zation and soon they would
move towarda launching drug
leads through AI mediation.

He further he added that

there was no replacement for
human brain and AI should
not rule human intelligence. AI
should be used an tool and not
as a replacement, he said. Dean
(Research), SRMIST Dr B
Neppolian said AI would rule
in the future. 
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Most of the 10 coking coal
blocks that have been

auctioned to the private sector
in the last two years are likely
to start production by 2025,
according to the Coal Ministry.

To augment the output of
raw coking coal, a key input in
the production of iron and
steel, in the country, the min-
istry has auctioned 10 coking
coal blocks to the private sec-
tor.

"Most of these blocks are
expected to start production by
2025," the coal ministry said
citing its achievements in 2022.

These mines have peak
rated capacity(PRC) of 22.5
MT. Domestic raw coking coal
production is likely to reach
140 million tonnes (MT) by
2030.

Coal India (CIL) which

accounts for over 80 per cent of
domestic coal output has
planned to increase raw coking
coal production from existing
mines up to 26 MT and has
identified nine new mines with
PRC of about 22 MT.
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Daniil Medvedev beat fellow
former world number one

Andy Murray 6-4, 6-4 in the
Qatar Open final on Saturday
to win his second ATP title in
a week.

The 27-year-old, who won
in Rotterdam last Sunday, con-
vincingly ended his 35-year-
old opponent's comeback
heroics that saw Murray fight
four three-set battles and over-
come eight match points to
reach the final in Doha.

Medvedev broke Murray's
first serve in each set as he
remained unbeaten in three
encounters between the two.
His 17th career title should see
him move up one place to sev-
enth in the new world rank-
ings.

Medevedev said both play-
ers struggled to find their
rhythm in the wind but also
complained about new match
balls used on the tour.

"Honestly now I can say
this now that the tournament
is over, and also I won, I think

that these balls are not good for
hard courts," said the Russian.

"They changed something
this year and I don't like them.
I heard a lot of other players are
struggling with shoulders,
elbows and wrists.

"Myself I had wrist prob-
lems in Australia. Generally I
think I was struggling all week
to find the perfect rhythm
with these balls, but I am
happy to win."

Medvedev fired down five

aces but also committed six
double faults.

Murray repeatedly shout-
ed at himself and his support
team after errors.

"Daniil is one of my
favourite players to watch and

one of the best on the tour,"
said Murray, who acknowl-
edged he had been through an
"amazing week".

Murray is expected to rise
from 70th to 52 in the world
rankings. 
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Barbora Krejcikova defeated
Iga Swiatek to claim the

Dubai WTA title on Saturday,
becoming just the fourth
woman this century to defeat
the top three players in the
world at the same tournament.

For former French Open
champion Krejcikova, ranked
30 in the world, it was a sixth
career title.

The 27-year-old Czech
snapped world number one
Swiatek's six-match, 12-set
winning streak with a 6-4, 6-2
result in one hour and 31 min-
utes, in front of a capacity
crowd at the Dubai Duty Free
Tennis stadium.

Krejcikova had also defeat-
ed second-ranked Australian
Open winner Aryna Sabalenka
in the quarter-finals and world
number three Jessica Pegula in
the semi-finals.

Only Venus Williams,
Serena Williams and Sabalenka
have managed to beat all top
three players in a single tour-
nament in the 2000s.

"It's a huge achievement,

what I was able to do this week.
I was really enjoying all the
matches, I definitely love play-
ing on the big courts," said
Krejcikova, who will move up
to 16 in the rankings on
Monday.

It was a week of great
escapes from Krejcikova --
who saved four match points

against an eighth-ranked Daria
Kasatkina in the second round
and rallied back from 0-6, 1-3
down in her quarter-final
against Sabalenka.

"This title definitely means
a lot. It was a great week for me,
I was improving every single
game and today I showed my
best," said Krejcikova.
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Top-seeded defending
champion Carlos Alcaraz

fended off hard-hitting
Nicolas Jarry 6-7 (2/7), 7-5, 6-
0 on Saturday to reach the
final of the ATP Rio Open.

Alcaraz lined up a title
rematch with second-seeded
Briton Cameron Norrie, who
out-lasted Bernabe Zapata
Miralles 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 (7/3).

It will be the second
meeting between Alcaraz and

Norrie in as many tourna-
ments, after the Spaniard's
narrow victory in the Buenos
Aires final last Sunday.

"It's going to be a very
tough match, Cameron is at
a great level, he has already
shown it in previous match-
es," Alcaraz said in an on-
court television interview.

Alcaraz's Argentina tri-
umph cemented his return
from a four-month injury
layoff. The 19-year old was
sidelined late in 2022.
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Just like in the World Cup final, Paris
Saint-Germain teammates Lionel

Messi and Kylian Mbappe go up
against one another for The Best
FIFA Men's Player prize for 2022 on
Monday, with Ballon d'Or Karim
Benzema the other contender.

The ceremony takes place in Paris,
and Messi appears as the favourite to
add another individual gong to his col-
lection after leading Argentina to
glory over Mbappe's France in that
epic encounter in Qatar.

Messi has won the Ballon d'Or
seven times and claimed the FIFA
award -– inaugurated in 2016 follow-
ing FIFA's split with Ballon d'Or
organisers France Football –- once in
2019.

In the last two years Messi has
made the podium as Robert
Lewandowski has won the title, but the
35-year-old's career-crowning World
Cup triumph was the defining
moment of 2022.

The winner is decided by a jury
comprised of the coach and captain of
every men's national team and one
journalist from each country, but fans

can also vote.
Mbappe became the first player to

score a World Cup final hat-trick since
Geoff Hurst in 1966 as he dragged
France to a 3-3 draw after extra time
–- despite two goals by Messi --
before they eventually succumbed in
a shoot-out.

Mbappe, who turned 24 just after
the final, was the tournament's top
scorer with eight goals, one more than
Messi, who claimed the Golden Ball
for best player.

He was also comfortably PSG's
most important player in the year lead-
ing up to the World Cup, despite being
joined there by Messi -- he was Ligue
1's leading scorer and France's player
of the year.

However, their World Cup
achievements overshadow everything
else.

"Because Messi won the World
Cup he has the biggest chance of win-
ning, that's a fact," admitted Ruud
Gullit, himself a former Ballon d'Or
winner.

Dutchman Gullit was speaking in
his role as a member of the Laureus
Academy, which recently included
Mbappe and Messi among the nom-

inees for their own awards.
"But I have so much respect for

Mbappe. For me he is on the same
level. What he did in the final, to take
that responsibility was unbelievable,"
he added.
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Benzema's chances of winning

another individual honour were hit
after he missed the World Cup due to

injury.
Exiled from the French team for

five and a half years because of his
involvement in a blackmail scandal
over a sextape involving a former
teammate, Benzema's Ballon d'Or
win last October had completed his
own career redemption.

The Real Madrid striker, now 35,
scored 44 goals in 46 games for his
club last season, inspiring them to

glory in the Champions League and
La Liga.

He has continued to bang in the
goals this season.

Current Ballon d'Or Alexia
Putellas, who won the Best award last
year, is again nominated for the
women's prize, despite being out
since July with a knee injury.

England forward Beth Mead and
US star Alex Morgan are the other
finalists.

Argentina's Lionel Scaloni is up
for the men's coach's honour along
with Real Madrid's Carlo Ancelotti
and Manchester City's Pep Guardiola.

Sarina Wiegman, who won Euro
2022 with England, is up for the
women's coach award with Sonia
Bompastor of Lyon and Brazil's Pia
Sundhage.

Brazil star Richarlison's World
Cup strike against Serbia is one of
three nominees for the Puskas Award
for best goal, named after Hungary
great Ferenc Puskas.

Marseille's Dimitri Payet and
Polish amputee player Marcin Oleksy
are also nominated, while there is also
a category for the best male and
female goalkeeper.
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Real Madrid's young striker
Alvaro Rodriguez salvaged

a late 1-1 draw for the cham-
pions in a tense derby clash
against 10-man Atletico
Madrid on Saturday in La Liga.

New Valencia coach Ruben
Baraja earned his first win
with an impressive 1-0 tri-
umph against Real Sociedad at
Mestalla, to help the team
move provisionally one point
clear of the drop zone.

Real Madrid's draw
reduces league leaders
Barcelona's advantage on Los
Blancos to seven points, but
gives the Catalans the chance to
expand the gap to 10 on
Sunday when they travel to
Almeria.

Jose Gimenez had headed
Atletico in front in the second
half shortly after team-mate
Angel Correa had been sent off
for elbowing Madrid defender
Antonio Rudiger.

However 18-year-old
Rodriguez headed Madrid level
on only his second league
appearance for the club.

The striker made a strong
impact in a cameo against
Osasuna last weekend, setting
up a goal, and made an even
more important contribution
against Atletico.

Despite his impact, Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti admitted
his team's hopes of defending
the title are fading, albeit not
extinguished.

"It's not a goodbye to La
Liga -- it's even more compli-
cated, but we will fight to the
end and see what happens,"
Ancelotti told reporters.

The Italian coach praised
Rodriguez for making a differ-
ence coming off the bench.

"Alvaro has shown all his
qualities, he's not played much,
it's a special night for him and
for us to think that he can be
useful at this stage of the sea-
son," added Ancelotti.

"For next season, Alvaro
will be in the first team squad.
He has qualities that few have
for his age.

"He's tall, good on the ball,
great in the air, and the idea is
to have him with us in the first
team squad next season."

Atletico were hunting for a
league win at Real for the first
time since 2016.

Rojiblancos defender
Reinildo Mandava was forced
off injured midway through a
drab first half, hurting his knee
in a tussle with Fede Valverde.

Atletico were reduced to 10
men after an hour when Correa
lashed out and hit Rudiger in
the chest, with the German
defender flinging himself to the
floor.

"The contact was not so
violent to immediately be a red
card," Simeone told reporters.

"There are many people
who have paid for tickets and
want to see the players.

"In football there is contact,
that's how it is."
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Armand Duplantis of Sweden
set a new world pole vault

record of 6.22 metres at an
indoor meeting in France on
Saturday, describing it as "almost
an out-of-body experience".

Olympic champion
Duplantis improved his own
record of 6.21m that he set in
winning the world title outdoors
in Oregon last year.

Competing at the All-Star
Perche meeting in Clermont-
Ferrand, central France organ-
ised by 2012 Olympic pole vault
champion Renaud Lavillenie,
Duplantis cleared the new
record at his third attempt to the
delight of the 4,000-strong
crowd.

Duplantis, 23, said: "When
you have moments like this,
when the energy is so high, and
you're going down there for the
record, it feels like levitating, it
feels like my body never even

touched the ground the whole
jump.

"There's something about it
that just feels overwhelming
right now, and I really think it's
because Renaud means so much
to me, he's meant so much to me
since I first started, he's been my
biggest inspiration, biggest idol.

"He really motivated me,
made me believe that I could
break the world record. So for
me to break the world record
here, his hometown, his compe-
tition that he hosts…"

US-born Duplantis entered
the competition at 5.71m, clear-
ing that height at his first
attempt.

He passed at 5.81m and
managed 5.91m on his second
try before winning the compe-
tition by clearing 6.01m on his
first attempt before having the
bar raised to the record height.

It was the sixth time that
Duplantis has broken the world
record.
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Tottenham heaped more
pressure on under-fire
Chelsea manager

Graham Potter as goals from
Oliver Skipp and Harry Kane
earned Spurs a 2-0 win on
Sunday.

Victory consolidates
Tottenham's place in the
Premier League top four as
they opened up a four-point
lead over fifth-placed
Newcastle, although the
Magpies have two games in
hand.

Chelsea remain 10th with
their chances of Champions
League football next season
now seemingly dependent on
an unlikely run to win the
European Cup for a third time.

Despite splashing over
£500 million ($600 million) on
new players this season, Potter's
men have now won just twice
in 15 games in all competitions.

The former Brighton boss
spoke this week of the mental
toll that run has taken as he has
had to deal with abuse from
supporters aimed at his fami-
ly. Chelsea's new owners have
remained steadfast in their
support of Potter.

But patience must be wear-
ing thin and the Blues chair-
man and co-owner Todd
Boehly was in attendance to
watch another toothless display
from his club at the Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium.

Chelsea have scored only
one goal in their last six games
and never showed any fight for
their beleaguered boss after
falling behind just seconds into
the second half.

Neither side hit their stride
in a bad-tempered first period,
which the visitors were lucky to
finish with 11 men.

After consultation with is
assistant, referee Stuart Attwell
showed Hakim Ziyech a
straight red card for a push into
the face of Emerson Royal.

However, Attwell then
reversed the decision after
viewing the incident on the
pitchside monitor. Chelsea did
not take advantage of that let-
off as they fell behind just 19
seconds after the break.

Kepa Arrizabalaga saved
Emerson's initial effort, but

the Spanish goalkeeper should
have done better than turning
Skipp's shot in off the under-
side of the bar for his first Spurs
goal.

Tottenham were again
without their manager Antonio
Conte as the former Chelsea
boss recovers from emergency
surgery to remove his gallblad-
der, but Spurs have a 100 per-
cent record with his assistant
Cristian Stellini in charge.

Kane made sure of his
side's first league win over
Chelsea in nine attempts when
the England captain swept
home Eric Dier's flick on from
Son Heung-min's corner eight
minutes from time.
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Liverpool boss Jurgen

Klopp said there is no
Hollywood ending in sight to
his side's struggles after a 0-0
draw at struggling Crystal
Palace on Saturday.

The Reds travelled to
Selhurst Park low on confi-
dence after a 5-2 humiliation at
home to Real Madrid in the
Champions League in mid-
week.

A point edges Liverpool up
to seventh in the Premier
League, but they are still six
points adrift of fourth-placed
Tottenham in the race to qual-
ify for next season's Champions
League.

Klopp's men came close to
an unprecedented quadruple of
trophies last year, but have
looked a shadow of that side
this season.

"This will not be the season
of history," Klopp told
reporters. "There will not be
movies about it, but we have to
go through it anyway."

Palace remain without a
win in nine games, but a draw
takes the Eagles six points
clear of the relegation zone.

Liverpool had appeared to
be building some momentum
with two consecutive Premier
League wins before being
brought back to earth with a
bang by the European champi-
ons in midweek.

A lack of energy has been
one of the major factors behind
the Reds' fall from grace this
season but Klopp put his trust
in experience.
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Bologna made sure that
Napoli would finish the

weekend 18 points clear at the
top of Serie A thanks to their
1-0 win over Inter Milan on
Sunday.

Riccardo Orsolini lashed
home the only goal of the
game in the 76th minute to
move Bologna up to seventh
and edge runaway leaders
Napoli even closer to their
first league title since 1990.

Thiago Motta's side also
had a Musa Barrow goal disal-
lowed for offside and struck the
bar through Roberto Soriano in
the first half.

They are six points behind

Atalanta who are at AC Milan
in Sunday's late match and sit
in the last European spot in
sixth.

Bologna also move above
Juventus who are hoping for a
fourth straight league win
against local rivals Torino on

Tuesday after crushing Nantes
to reach the last 16 of the
Europa League last 16 in mid-
week. Second-placed Inter had
the chance to move back to
within 15 points of Napoli, who
beat Empoli 2-0 on Saturday,
with a win.

But Simone Inzaghi's side
looked drained after
Wednesday's Champions
League last 16, first leg victory
over Porto and can now be
caught by both Milan and
Roma.

Milan are three points
behind Inter while Roma --
who are level on 44 points with
the reigning champions -- trav-
el to bottom side Cremonese
on Tuesday.
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New Zealand are contemplating
the possibility of a rare Test win

after following on, having dug in with
the bat on Sunday to set up an absorb-
ing last two days of the second Test
against England.

The Black Caps unearthed some
much-needed tenacity to reach 202-
3 in their second innings at stumps
on day three in Wellington, closing
within 24 runs of the tourists.

Their gritty response after being
asked to follow on was founded on
half-centuries by openers Tom
Latham and Devon Conway.

Kane Williamson was a patient
25 not out at the close, needing just
four more runs to surpass Ross
Taylor as New Zealand's greatest Test
run-scorer.

The former skipper will resume
on Monday alongside Henry Nicholls
(18 not out) with New Zealand har-

bouring slim hopes of squaring the
two-match series on a Basin Reserve
pitch starting to offer turn and vari-
able bounce.

Only England (twice) and India
have achieved the feat of winning a
Test after following on.

Latham says his team have belief
they can topple the tourists if they can
carry momentum into day four.

"Absolutely, you've always got to
look at ways to win a Test match," he
said.

"We certainly know there's a lot
of work to do to reach that point but
whether it's 200 or 250 (target), you
never know what's enough.

"We've seen with the wicket,
whether it's the old ball or the new
ball, there's plenty of turn there.

"To be close to parity at this point
is really pleasing."

A New Zealand victory looked a
distant prospect when dismissed for
209 in their first innings midway

through the morning session, 226
runs behind England's 435-8
declared.

Latham (83) and Conway (61)
combined to frustrate England for
149 runs before the first wicket fell,
unveiling combative qualities that had
been absent in a series dominated by
England's impressive seam bowling.

New Zealand's foothold in the
game loosened when both openers
and Will Young (8) fell in the space
of 18 runs, all to spin, to leave them
167-3 before Williamson and Nicholls
dug in.

"For me and Dev to set the tone,
that was important," Latham said.

"We lost a couple of wickets but
the work Henry and Kane did at the
back end of the session was really
important. Who knows what tomor-
row will bring?"

England assistant coach Paul
Collingwood defended captain Ben
Stokes' decision to enforce the follow-

on, when instead putting the Black
Caps back out in the field could have
shut them out of the contest.

"The mantra of this team is to
take the aggressive approach,"
Collingwood said.

"There was no doubt in Stokesy's
mind, if we got opportunity, that was
how we were going to go about
things.

"Like we've said before, we're not
scared of losing and we want to get
ourselves into position to win games."

Jack Leach was the pick of
England's attack, taking 2-59 off 31
overs, with his ball to bowl Young a
textbook delivery for a left-arm spin-
ner.

England are still well placed to
notch a seventh straight Test win and
secure a 2-0 series sweep after their
267-run first Test triumph at Mount
Maunganui.

The key will be removing
Williamson.
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The Australian women's
team extended its envi-
able dominance in world

cricket further by winning an
unprecedented sixth T20 World
Cup trophy with a comfortable
19-run win over a fighting
South Africa in the summit
clash here on Sunday.

Riding on Beth Mooney's
unbeaten 74 off 53 balls,
Australia first posted a compet-
itive 156 for 6 and then restrict-
ed the home team to 137 for 6.

Mooney's knock proved to
be the deciding factor as she
single-handedly carried the
Australian innings with nine
boundaries and one hit over the
fence.

Chasing, opener Laura
Wolvaardt (61 off 48 balls)
played a valiant lone hand
while wickets kept tumbling at
the other end for the hosts.

Wolvaardt hit five bound-
aries and three huge sixes dur-
ing her knock.

South Africa made a sedate
start, losing Tazmin Brits in the
fifth over, caught by Tahila
McGrath at mid-on. McGrath
ran backward to complete a
catch above her head off the
bowling of Darcie Brown.

Wolvaardt and Marizanne
Kapp (11) then shared a 29-run
stand for the second wicket
before the latter was caught by
Brown off the bowling of
Ashleigh Gardner.

An over later, there was
more misery for South Africa as

skipper Sune Luus fell to an
unwanted run out to slump to
54 for 3 in 10.4 overs.

With runs drying up,
Wolvaardt went for a huge
heave towards the onside off a
Megan Schutt full delivery, only
to miss it and be adjudged LBW.
The batter, South Africa's last
hope, went for a review but was
unsuccessful as Australia all but
sealed the fate of the match.

Left-arm orthodox spin-
ner Jess Jonassen then account-
ed for Chloe Tryon (19) in the
next over before Anneke Bosch
was run out a ball later to dash
South Africa's slim hopes.

Electing to bat, Australia
lost Alyssa Healy (18) early,
caught at covers by Nadine De
Klerk off the bowling of
Marizanne Kapp (2/35) in the
fifth over.

Then Ashleigh Gardner
(29 off 21) joined hands with
Mooney and the pair's 46 runs
for the second wicket stabilised
the innings before the former
was brilliantly caught at long-
off by South Africa skipper
Sune Luus off the bowling of
left-arm spinner Chloe-Lesleigh
Tryon.

But Mooney went about
her business in blistering fash-

ion and dispatched the bad
deliveries to the fence to keep
the scoreboard ticking.

Grace Harris tried to up the
scoring rate but was cleaned up
by left-arm spinner
Nonkululeko Mlaba in the 14th
over as the batter went for a
wild heave over the square-leg
boundary.

Next in, skipper Meg
Lanning showed intent from
the word go, scoring her first
runs from a boundary through
the point region before being
brilliantly caught by Tyron at
deep backward square leg off
the bowling of Kapp.

Mooney, however,
remained unperturbed as she
kept consolidating the Australia
innings, picking up bound-
aries with ease.

Even as Mooney held one
end up, wickets kept tumbling
at the other side as Australia
tried to find boundaries
towards the end of the innings.

South Africa brilliantly
pulled things back towards the
end of the innings by picking up
wickets at regular intervals with
Mooney remaining stranded at
the other end.

South African pacer
Shabnim Ismail (2/26) had a big
role to play in restricting
Australia, claiming the wickets
of Ellyse Perry and Georgia
Wareham off consecutive balls.
She was on a rare hat-trick in
the final over but Tahlia
McGrath denied Ismail the
feat, managing a single off the
last delivery of the innings.

��	�■ ,�%��'!���

Australia wicketkeeper-
batter Alyssa Healy feels

it wasn't luck but lack of "gen-
uine effort" by Harmanpreet
Kaur that resulted in the
Indian captain's bizarre run-
out during the women's T20
World Cup semifinal.

India had nearly pulled
off a win against Australia,
riding on Harmanpreet and
Jemimah Rodrigues' 41-ball
69-run fourth wicket part-
nership.

However, Harmanpreet's
bat got stuck on the ground
while trying to complete a
second run in the 15th over
and Healy was quick to take
the bails off with the Indian
captain out of the crease.

The incident changed
the complexion of the game
as India eventually lost by five
runs to be knocked out of the
women's T20 World Cup.

"...Just a bizarre play and
I mean Harmanpreet can say
all she likes that it was so
unlucky, but I mean at the
end of the day she cruised
back and probably could
have been passed the crease,
you know, an extra two
metres if she genuinely put in
the effort. So we'll take it,"
Healy said in a video posted
by ABC Sport on Twitter on
Sunday.

After the game a tearful
Harmanpreet had said "can't
feel unluckier than this." But
Healy feels otherwise.

"You could say you're
unlucky all your life, but it's

generally about effort and
energy at that moment in
time. And I know that's
something we speak about in
the field in particular is
putting in that effort and
putting in that energy," Healy
said.

"That comes back to run-
ning between wickets as well.
It's doing those little basics
better than the opposition
and that's how you win big
tournaments. And I feel like
we've been doing that quite
well," added Healy.

Recollecting the chain
of events, the wicketkeeper
batter said she was generally
not the one to remove the
stumps in such a situation.

"It's really funny, actual-

ly. Belinda Clark messaged
me after and said, like, well
done for taking the bails. And
it's quite an interesting one
because I actually don't take
the bails a lot in that sort of
scenario.

"I think it's a waste of
time and I've got to put them
back on. So. It's annoying.
But for some reason, I felt the
need to take the bails off and
it was like a bizarre moment
where I looked at the umpire
and I said, I think that's
out."

"And I think Shooter
(Megan Schutt) at point was
like I think that also is out."

She added that doing lit-
tle things right enabled teams
win big tournaments.
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Former Australia captain
Mark Taylor has urged
selectors to take a call on

under-fire opener David
Warner's future in Test cricket
before the Ashes later this year.

Warner has been undergo-
ing a prolonged lean patch in the
longest format of the game. He
had scores of 1, 10 and 15 in the
opening two Tests of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy before being
ruled out of the remaining two
matches due to a concussion and
elbow fracture.

"Dave has come out and said
he wants to be around until
2024, so he wants to go to
England later this year, he wants
to play in Australia next sum-
mer," Taylor said on Nine's
Wide World of Sports.

"So he has really thrown the
ball over to (selectors) George
Bailey, Tony Dodemaide, (and
captain) Pat Cummins, the selec-
tors to say 'OK what do you want
to do?'."

Despite the discussions on
his future, earlier this week the
36-year-old vowed to play inter-

national cricket until 2024, and
has expressed interest in playing
the Ashes later this year.

"To me, the selectors have
got to make a decision. Whether
they take David Warner and one
of probably Bancroft or Renshaw
to England, and Dave would be
the first opener picked.

"Or they make a decision
now and say righto, we're going
to take the two younger guys...
We're going to make a change
right now. That's the decision
they've got to make. Dave has
said, 'OK, over to you, I am avail-
able, I want to play'."

Australia travel to England
for the Ashes in June. Warner
averages 26.04 in England.

"Is it time to start thinking
about the future? You don't
normally do it around Ashes
time, normally you would do it
post-Ashes."

"Normally you take a very
settled side to England, with
maybe one batter you think is
going to be your future, and
that's the side you pick. We're
not quite there at the moment
and they're not sure which way
they are going to go," Taylor said.
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Prolific Mumbai batter
Sarfaraz Khan has sustained

a left index finger injury at the
Delhi Capitals camp and has
been ruled out of the Irani Cup,
in which he was to represent
Rest of India.

Sarfaraz skipped the prac-
tice match at Eden Gardens on
Sunday. The Irani Cup will start
in Gwalior in two days' time.

Owing to the injury,
Sarfaraz was wearing a protec-
tive fibre cast on the finger and
didn't bat or field during the day.

However, he was helping his

teammates with energy drinks.
Sarfaraz's Mumbai team-

mate, Prithvi Shaw, was at his
blazing best during the practice
game as he hit some delightful
strokes all around the park in the
presence of mentor Sourav
Ganguly and assistant coach
Praveen Amre.

Shaw, however, left the
ground after the batting session
and rushed to the airport to take
a Bengaluru-bound flight. He is
supposed to report to the NCA
for a camp.

Out of the Indian team
and having hardly played
domestic cricket due to injury,

veteran pacer Ishant Sharma
looked out of sorts during the
practice game in which he
bowled for both sides.

Ishant, who played only
one Ranji Trophy game this sea-
son and was ruled out due to a
side strain for the remainder of
the season, looked a tad over-
weight.

He had lengthy chats with
Ganguly, his former national
and Kolkata Knight Riders
teammate, in between deliver-
ies.

The length of his run-up
looked the same but the bustling
strides before the load-up was

missing, and it required a lot of
effort from him to put his
whole body behind the deliver-
ies.

The pace and the skiddy
nature of his deliveries off the
surface was missing.

He was easily negotiated by
the batters. With a month left
for the IPL, Ishant will need to
put in a lot of hard yards as he
looks far from match ready at
this point in time.

The alarming drop in pace
is a worry. Among the lesser-
known players, Bengal's
Abhishek Porel looked impres-
sive with some big shots.
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Former Australia captain
Ian Chappell says employ-

ing the sweep shot is the not
the only way to survive against
spinners on the Indian pitch-
es, where good footwork is a
must for success.

Australia's predetermined
sweep ploy to tackle Indian
spinners failed miserably as
the hosts retained the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy after taking
a 2-0 lead in the four-match
series.

"Sweeping regularly is not
the answer to playing good
spin bowling, and anyone
who says so is talking through
his hat," Chappell wrote in his
column for
ESPNcricinfo.Com.

"The odd player is very
good at sweeping and should
utilise the shot, but for the
majority there are better ways.
Any good spin bowler who
makes the ball bounce is like-
ly to expose the dangers in
sweeping constantly."
Australia prepared on special
scarified pitches in Sydney

and chose not to play a single
tour game in India for the gru-
elling month-long series.

"You don't discover how
to play good spin bowling
later in life on a scarified
Australian pitch just prior to
a vital tour of India.

"You have to learn good
footwork -- coming three
paces out of your crease or
retreating quickly onto the
back foot -- at a young age," he

wrote. The Australian leg-
end feels Pat Cummins and
Co. Erred in forming their
batting strategy in the build up
to the series.

"It should have been obvi-
ous in Australia's build-up
what kinds of batting strate-
gies needed to be used in
India.

"The most beneficial are
to watch the ball closely, more
so than in Australia, and that
there is a fraction more time
than you think," he wrote.

"Selectors can be fooled
into thinking that playing
spin bowling well in Australia
automatically means success
will follow on Indian pitches.

"That isn't so but if the
method in Australia is a sound
one, selectors should assume
it could lead to success in
India. Once a batter under-
stands about the extra time on
slightly slower Indian pitches,
he can work the ball into a gap
to collect precious runs.

"Those runs, especially
early in an innings, when sur-
vival is treacherous, can frus-
trate even the best spinners."
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Karnataka skipper Mayank
Agarwal, the leading run-

getter in the recently-concluded
Ranji Trophy season, will lead
Rest of India in the Irani Cup
match against Madhya Pradesh,
starting March 1 in Gwalior.

Agarwal, who is looking to
regain his Test spot, is likely to
partner Bengal opener
Abhimanyu Easwaran.

Mumbai batter Sarfaraz
Khan is the most notable absen-
tee in the 16-member ROI
squad after sustaining a finger
injury.

The match was initially
scheduled to be played in
Indore, but was shifted to
Gwalior after the Holkar
Stadium earned the right to host
the third India-Australia Test,
starting March 1.

Bengal batter Sudip Kumar
Gharami, Yashasvi Jaiswal, B

Indrajith and Yash Dhull will
form the fulcrum of ROI's bat-
ting unit.

Wicketkeeper-opener
Harvik Desai and left-arm seam-
er Chetan Sakariya are the only
two players from the current
Ranji champion side Saurashtra
to feature in the squad.

ROI's fast-bowling depart-
ment will be led by the Bengal
pace duo of Mukesh Kumar and
Akash Deep and will have
Sakariya and Delhi's Navdeep
Saini for company.

The selection panel com-
prising SS Das, S Sharath, Salil
Ankola and Subroto Banerjee
have also picked Uttar Pradesh
left-arm spinner Saurabh Kumar
and Punjab leg-spinner Mayank
Markande in the ROI squad.

Madhya Pradesh will be
led by wicketkeeper-batter
Himanshu Mantri in the
absence of regular captain
Aditya Shrivastava.

��0��*�4,������

��������������������%
,�'���,���	
��!

>3���.	)���
�4?( ������������������ ����.�����$
"��""�����������������������

*�����
��	%���(	�*	������	��	&�!�
���	5��	���8���&(	�"	A�!��7�	�5;	A�	���
��

	�$)"!��!����
?�#"�#�+�
����))�"��2�!��!3��	��#
(�#�!��1�("!����&��

�
�!
�
.��,��#�,��!�0�
	���,��
!����!�	 ����	?,�%

������

	�
�!�	*�����
���	� ���	�
��

�,���
��
@�
���#����$�	�#
�"������%��
�
�����0	#�
	
���		����!
���#
$����
1�%�
���)�
)�������
�	�#��)�
+�#��A&
-
��
�

���)%

8�����'	)�����	����	?@	#%������	�%����	.�%


