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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Governor Biswabusan Harichandan
has said that India was known in the
olden days for its excellence in the
business and trade of spices, hand-
icrafts, textiles, handicrafts etc. and
today it is recognised as a fast-grow-
ing nation in the world and looked
at as the next destination of a devel-
oped economy.

Participating as chief guest at the
National Business Excellence
Awards presentation programme
and inauguration of the
International Business Seminar-
2023, organised by Global India
Business Forum here on Saturday,
the Governor said that the Central
government had introduced sever-
al programmes to make the coun-
try self-reliant in line with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat, like Make in
India, Digital India, Start-up India,
Skill India etc. and promoting the
MSME sector by promoting its
growth and development with the

active involvement of the State gov-
ernments. The National Logistics
Policy announced by the govern-
ment, is expected to propel the
Indian business sector to a greater
height, by facilitating quick export
of Indian goods, said the Governor.

He further said that Andhra
Pradesh is known as the ‘Rice Bowl
of India’ and growth of the State is
mainly driven by agriculture, indus-
try, and service sectors and the State
is a logistics hub on the eastern coast

with the second-longest
coastline of 974 KMs
and offers plenty of
new business oppor-
tunities with six
ports, six airports,
over 123,000 KM of
road network and
2,600 km of the rail
network, and an uninter-
rupted power supply.

ALMANAC

Updated: FEBRUARY 4, 2023 5:00 PM

Forecast: Sunny

Temp: 35
oc

Humidity: 57%

Sunrise: 6.37 AM

Sunset: 6:06 PM

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha

Tithi: Purnima: Feb 04 09:30 PM
to Feb 05 11:58 PM

Krishna Paksha Pratipada: Feb 05 11:58 PM
to Feb 07 02:18 AM

Nakshatram: 
Pushya: Feb 04 09:16 AM

to Feb 05 12:13 PM
Ashlesha: Feb 05 12:13 PM

to Feb 06 03:03 PM

Rahukalam: 4:44 PM to 6:09 PM

Yamagandam:  12:30 PM to 1:55 PM 

Varjyam: 02:32 AM to 04:19 AM

Gulika: 3:19 PM to 4:44 PM

Amritakalam: None

Abhijit Muhurtham: 12:07 PM to 12:52 PM
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HYDERABAD WEATHER

PNS n ANANTAPUR

Agriculture Minister Kakani
Govardhan Reddy has made it clear
that there would be no loss to the
YSRCP, if MLA Kotamreddy Sridhar
Reddy quits the party.

Talking to the media here on
Saturday, Kakani Govardhan Reddy
demanded that Kotamreddy  release
the full audio conversation.  

Criticising Kotamreddy for
betraying Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy,
the Minister said Kotamreddy won
the election on the YSRCP ticket and
now he wants to join the TDP. 

No one would be scared if he
speaks loudly, he said. Kotamreddy
won the Assembly seat on the
YSRCP ticket twice because of Jagan

Mohan Reddy. Without Jagan
Mohan Reddy, Kotamreddy is zero.

Kakani said that Kotamreddy got
popularity among people because he
was a YSRCP leader. 

“Where is the evidence of your
(Kotamreddy) phone tapping

charge? You can
approach the court
or the Union
Home Ministry. If
Kotamreddy quits
the YSRCP, noth-
ing will happen,”
he slammed.

Referring to reg-
istering a police
case against
K o t a m r e d d y ,
Kakani made it

clear that Kotamreddy went to a cor-
porator's house and behaved rude-
ly  and that is why a case was regis-
tered against him. If Kotamreddy
had sincerity and honesty, he would
have not revolted against Jagan
Mohan Reddy, he said, adding that

Kotamreddy wants political rehabil-
itation and that is why he revolted
against the YSRCP,’ he critricised.

Kakani predicted that the YSRCP
would win in the Nellore rural con-
stituency in the 2024 election,
adding that the YSRCP would come
to power again in 2024.

“Jagan Mohan Reddy did not
care when 23 MLAs quit the party
and joined the TDP when YSRCP
was in Opposition. If two or three
MLAs quit, nothing will happen to
the YSRCP. Kotamreddy is spread-
ing lies and people do not trust him.
I have joined the YSRCP being
attracted by Jagan Mohan Reddy’s
leadership and not because of
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy,” the
minister made it clear.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation (VMC) has
come up with a novel  ini-
t iat ive  ca l led  'Wal l  of
Kindness' as a part of the
Swachh Survekshan 2023
campaign to provide essen-
tials to the needy of the
society.  VMC
C ommissioner  Swapni l
Dinkar  Pundkar  on
Saturday said that it is a

charitable activity that
involves donating clothes -
anything from sweaters to
socks/old books or good
condition toys - that are in
excess to help the homeless
people and the destitute
who are deprived of them. 

The VMC Commissioner
with  Addit ional
Commissioner Projects KV
Satyavathi, released posters. 

The Commissioner said,
"We have taken up the ini-

tiative with a motive to let
the 'Wall' act as a bridge

between the giver and taker
without compromising on

anyone’s dignity. The pur-
pose of this initiative is to
provide daily essential items
such as  c lothes ,  old
footwear,  blankets,  old
books & stationery to the
needy people."

The additional commis-
sioner said, “We have also
planned to procure the dona-
tions from the citizens at
their doorstep through
effortless medium by just
registering through the pro-

vided QR code which will
also be available at nearest
Secretariats and the received
materials shall be placed at
the 'Wall of Kindness' loca-
tions which are Anna
Canteen, Alankar Junction
and VMC main office where
anyone can directly walk in
to the wall and donate or the
needy people can collect
from there."

Renowned singer Vani
Jayaram found dead

PNS n CHENNAI/HYDERABAD

Days after her fans celebrated the President conferring the Padma
Bhushan on her, well-known singer Vani Jairam was found dead. She
was 78. The cause of her death is not known.
One of the immortal voices of the South
Indian film industry, Vani Jayaram sang in 19
languages. She was living at her Haddows
Road home in Chennai. Her husband
Jayaram passed away in 2018. Since then,
she had been living alone. The lead singer of ‘Shankarabharanam’
movie, Vani made her Telugu film debut with ‘Abhimanavanthulu’ in
1973 with the song Eppativale kaadhura.
Her songs 'Dorukuna ituvanti seva’, ‘Aanatineeyara..’, ‘Ennenno janmala
bandham', ‘Ningi nela okataayene’ and ‘Poojalu cheya poolu techaanu’,
‘Nuvvu vastavani brindavani..’, Sagara sangamame’ are sung across
generations. -PAGE 2

VMC ‘builds’ ‘Wall of kindness’ to help the needy

‘No harm to YSRCP if Kotamreddy quits’

P T Usha alleges security threat; breaks down before media
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/NEW DELHI: Legendary athlete and
Indian Olympic Association (IOA) president P T Usha on
Saturday broke down before the media alleging that illegal
constructions were being carried out at her academy campus in
Kozhikode district and strangers were trespassing into the
property posing a security threat to the inmates. Addressing a
press conference in New Delhi, she said those at the Usha
School of Athletics had been facing such harassment and
security issues for some time and it has intensified after she
became the Rajya Sabha Member. Usha had been nominated to
the Upper House by the BJP in July 2022. The "sprint queen"

appealed to the Left government in Kerala and Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan to intervene into the issue and take immediate
steps to stop the alleged encroachment and trespassing into the
campus and ensure the safety of women athletes there. "Of the
25 women athletes in the Usha schools, 11 were from north
India. It is our responsibility to ensure their safety. I submitted a
written complaint to the Chief Minister in this regard," she said.
A teary-eyed Usha also said waste is being dumped on a large
scale in the campus, which is also facing threat from the drug
mafia but the local panchayat was not letting the academy
management to construct a compound wall.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Five judges were appointed to the
Supreme Court on Saturday, tak-
ing the total number of judges in
the apex court to 32, two short of
the full strength.

This comes amid an ongoing tiff
between the government and the
judiciary over the process of
appointing judges to the Supreme
Court and the 25 high courts.

Law Minister Kiren Rijiju
tweeted to announce the
appointment of Justice
Pankaj Mithal, Chief
Justice, Rajasthan High
Court; Justice Sanjay
Karol, Chief Justice,
Patna High Court;
Justice P V Sanjay
Kumar, Chief
Justice, Manipur
High Court; Justice

Ahsanuddin Amanullah of Patna
High Court; and Justice Manoj
Misra of Allahabad High Court as
apex court judges. Their names
were recommended by the
Supreme Court Collegium on
December 13 last year.

The Supreme Court and the
government have openly expressed

their differences over the
Collegium system of

appointment of judges in
the higher judiciary.

Law Minister Rijiju
recently described the

Collegium as being
"alien" to the Indian

Constitution, while
Vice President and
Rajya Sabha chair-
man Jagdeep
Dhankhar the

questioned the Supreme Court
striking down the National Judicial
Appointments Commission Act
and a related constitution amend-
ment Act in 2015.

Through the NJAC law, the
government had sought to replace
the Collegium system of appoint-
ing SC and HC judges with a new
method.

A Supreme Court bench on
Friday made strong observations
while questioning the delay on part
of the government in appointing
and transferring judges cleared by
the SC Collegium.

But a senior government func-
tionary insisted that the five
appointments were not linked to
the case in the apex court.

SC gets five new judges
Now two short of its full strength of 34

AP best for biz: Biswabusan
m Says India is recognised as a fast-growing nation in the world

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Anil Kumar Singhal, Principal
Secretary (Endowments), Revenue
Department, has taken charge as
Principal Secretary to Governor from

RP Sisodia, Special Chief
Secretary at Raj Bhavan

here on Saturday. Anil
Kumar Singhal later
called on Governor
Biswabhusan
Harichandan on a
courtesy visit. On his

arrival at Raj Bhavan,
Singhal was welcomed by

the officers of Raj Bhavan and
he later held a meeting with the

officers.

Singhal takes
charge as Principal
Secy to Governor

Chhattisgarh CM 
rolls out mobile 

millet cafe

C
hhattisgarh Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday flagged off the

state's first mobile millet cafe, "Millet
on Wheels", in Raigarh district, an

official said. Speaking on the occasion,
the chief minister said the initiative will

help increase awareness about
consumption of millets. The Raigarh

district administration has started
"Millet on Wheels", which will be run

by Anubhav women's group, the
official said. The outlet will serve

dishes made of ragi, kodo, and kutki
varieties of millets, he said. The state

government is promoting the
production and consumption of millets

under 'Millet Mission', and is also
procuring the food grains at support

price, the official said.

One held at Kolkata
airport for carrying
bullets in handbag

O
ne person was arrested from

the Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport

here on Saturday, after four bullets
were found in his luggage during

security check, an official said. The
passenger was held shortly before

he was to board a Bengaluru-bound
flight along with his mother. "We

found four bullets in his handbag.
Though there is no weapon or

firearm in the luggage, the Bihar
resident could not reply as to why he
was carrying the bullets," the official

said. Further investigation is
underway.

Number of airports in
country to go up to

over 200: Scindia

T
he Civil Aviation Ministry has

drawn up plans to boost air
connectivity by taking the

total number of airports operating in
the country to over 200 over the next

five-six years under its vision of
increasing the 'width and depth of air

penetration,' Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said here on Saturday.

Scindia, here on a brief visit, said in
its 67 years of independence the

country saw only 74 new airports
being built while in the last 8.5 years

it has been increased to 147 under
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi

rule. "We are just one short of
doubling that number. The 148th

airport will be also completed this
month itself which means that what
India took 66-67 years to build and

under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi that has

been done in a period of nine years." 

In brief

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Former minister Kodali Sri
Venkateswara Rao (Nani) has
demanded a CBI enquiry against
Chandrababu Naidu as he was the
chief minister on the day when for-
mer MP YS Vivekananda Reddy was
murdered. An inquiry should be
conducted on who Chandrababu
Naidu spoke to in Kadapa and the
TDP leaders on that day. The MLA
alleged that Naidu was involved in
Viveka murder and a thorough
enquiry should be done.

Nani said that he would request
CBI to conduct an investigation on
Naidu as he was the CM on the day

Vivekananda Reddy was mur-
dered."We want the CBI to investi-
gate whom Kadapa District SP, DG
and AB Venkateswara Rao talked to.

PNS n NELLORE

An engineering
student commit-
ted suicide by
hanging to the
ceiling fan in his
hostel room at
Gudur on
Saturday and
knowing about
the incident the
hostel warden
died of heart
attack.

Police said
that second year
engineering stu-
dent Dharaneshwar Reddy com-
mitted suicide by hanging to the
ceiling fan in his hostel room. He
was studying second year engi-

neering CEC at
N a r a y a n a
E n g i n e e r i n g
College in
Gudur.

After receipt
of the suicide of
a student in the
hostel room,
hostel warden
S r i n i v a s u l u
Naidu suffered
a cardiac arrest.
He was immedi-
ately shifted to a
hospital where
he died while
u n d e r g o i n g

treatment. 1 Town SI Pawan reg-
istered a case and shifted the body
of the student to the GGH for post-
mortem.

Engg student ends life, hostel
warden dies of stroke

Foreign doctors
to treat 
Taraka Ratna
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Updating the present health con-
dition of actor-turned-politician

N a n d a m u r i
Taraka Ratna, the
family members
have said that
they have decided
to call doctors
from abroad to
bring them to
N a r a y a n a
H r u d a y a l a y a

Hospital in Bangalore to treat the
ailing Taraka Ratna.

According to sources, after
Taraka Ratna's brain surgery in
Bangalore hospital the family
members decided to bring doctors
from abroad for better treatment as
per the advice of the doctors.

Naidu behind Vivekananda
murder: Kodali
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Bopparaju Venkateshwarlu
and Palisetti Damodar Rao
were unanimously elected as
chairman and general secre-
tary of AP JAC Amaravati on
Saturday. Elections were held
for Andhra Pradesh
Government Employees Joint
Action Committee (AP JAC)
Amaravati for the State
Executive Committee at
Kurnool Revenue Bhavan on
Saturday.

As many as 21 executive
committee members have filed
nominations for various posts.
The elected members of the
executive committee will be
officially announced in the
council to be held on Sunday,
said Election Officer K

Bhavana Rishi and Assistant
Election Officer Krishna Rao.

The other key leaders elect-
ed are associate chairman TV
Phani Perraju, Treasurer VV
Murali Krishnam Naidu,
Organising secretary S
Krishna Mohan Rao and oth-
ers were elected unanimously.

Website, two books on
NTR to be launched 

Bopparaju elected AP JAC
Amaravati chairman

PNS n NELLORE

YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)
rebel MLA Kotamreddy
Sridhar Reddy’s episode has
taken another interesting turn
as Nellore Mayor Potluri
Sranthi has announced his
support to Kotamreddy
Sridhar Reddy.

“I have become mayor of
Nellore city because of
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy. I
will continue to support him.
I am ready to resign to the
Mayor post happily if needed,”
Mayor Sravanthi announced
while addressing a press con-
ference along with
Kotamreddy here on Saturday.  

She said that YSRCP lead-
ers asked her over phone on
which side she would be and

she made it clear to them that
she would continue to support
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy.

Meanwhile, Kotamreddy
Sridhar Reddy said that he
intended to join the
Opposition calmly without
controversy but the13 minis-
ters, regional coordinators

and advisors spoke against
him degrading his personali-
ty.  

Responding to agriculture
minister Kakani Govardhana
Reddy accusations that he
betrayed Jagan Mohan Reddy,
Kotamreddy said that he
would be loyal to which party

he works for. “I am not such
a person to backstab..I want-
ed to join the Opposition
from the ruling party..is it
betrayal?,” he asked.

Kotamreddy said that
Anam Ramanarayana Reddy
has given political life to
Kakani Govardhan Reddy by
making him ZP chairman.
But now Kakani is working
against Anam, he slammed.  

“Kakani obstructed the
installation of the YSR statue
at Podalakur village during
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s Odarpu
Yatra. If Kakani is loyal to the
YSR family, why did he pre-
vent installing the YSR statue,”
he said, adding that the
YSRCP leaders criticized him
only to fall into the notice of
YSRCP leadership.

Mental health needs to be included in health insurance
PNS n NEW DELHI

Majority feel that mental health
consulting should be included
in their health insurance and
one-third are hesitant in reach-
ing out to mental health
experts because of the cost
implication, as per a survey.

According to the Aditya
Birla Health Insurance Report,

about 85 per cent of the pop-
ulation prefer cutting down on
some luxury items and spend
more on health insurance,
while 89 per cent of the
respondents believe that men-
tal health consulting should be
included in their health insur-
ance.

Hence, there is an urgent
need to increase awareness on

mental health, it said, adding
the insurance sector is now get-
ting actively involved as the
scale of mental health issues in
the 'New Normal' has never
been bigger.

The report is based on
research conducted with 6,600
respondents across 19 cities in
India.

The survey said more than

half of the respondents
searched and watched online
fitness videos, whereas 69 per
cent use wearables to check
their health stats and track
their targeted number of steps.

However, nearly one in
every three respondents (32
per cent) admit that they do
not monitor health stats regu-
larly, such as weight and blood

pressure.
Mayank Bathwal, CEO,

Aditya Birla Health Insurance,
said, "Due to the pandemic, in
the 'New Health Normal', peo-
ple are realising the importance
of a health-focused lifestyle
and are actively seeking
avenues that can support this
healthy lifestyle - both online
and offline."

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Finance Minister Buggana
Rajendranath Reddy has said
that the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment, under the leadership
of YS Jagan Mohan Reddy,
achieved a growth of 11.43
percent during 2021-22. He
recalled that the whole world
appreciated the way the peo-
ple of the AP state came out of
the Corona crisis without any
difficulty and without forget-
ting the election promises
even during the time of Covid.

The Minister said that for
the year 2021-22, the AP
GSDP at constant prices is
11.43 percent as per the report
released by the Department of
Statistics on the State perfor-
mance of Andhra Pradesh. He
pointed out that compared to

any other state; AP is at the top
in this category. He explained
that State GDP is at 18.47 per
cent at current prices and
refuted allegations of Telugu
Desam leaders of (-) 4 percent
as AP GSDP. He further
explained that it is a known
truth that the state's GSDP is
2.73 percent higher than the
central GDP while the nation-
al GDP is 8.7 percent. He

mentioned that in the statis-
tics of the same year, the
neighbouring state of
Telangana is limited to the
fourth position with 10.88
percent in the constant price
growth rate.

The minister stated that the
growth rate of AP state in the
agriculture sector is 11.27%
which is at the all India level
is only 3.0%. He further stat-
ed that in this regard, our state
has recorded 8.27% higher
than the national growth and
is far ahead. He mentioned
that under agriculture and
allied sectors, livestock regis-
tered 11.63% growth, horticul-
ture 9.69% and fishing and
aquaculture 9.08% growth.

He said that even in the
time of Covid-19, India's
growth rate was (-) 6.60%

but Andhra Pradesh achieved
0.08% growth during Corona
times. He recalled that in the
year 2018-19 during the TD
government, 3.54 percent
GSDP was recorded in the
agriculture sector which was
increased and recorded at
11.27 percent for the year
2021-22 during Jagan gov-
ernment. He further recalled
that in the year 2018-19,
GSDP was recorded at 3.17
percent in the industrial sec-
tor in TD regime, while it was
recorded at 12.78 percent for
the year 2021-22 in Jagan
rule. He said similarly in the
year 2018-19, GSDP was
recorded at 4.84 percent in the
service sector in TD govern-
ment and it was recorded at
9.73 percent for the year 2021-
22 in Jagan governance. 

AP achieved 11.43% growth
in 2021-22, says Buggana

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The ruling YSRC politics has
been marred with allegations of
phone-tapping for the past
few days by rebel YSRC party
MLAs from Nellore
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy
have created a sensation in the
political circles. To this effect
retired IPS officer and former
joint director of Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) VV
Lakshminarayana came to the
rescue of the ruling party.

With regard to
Kotamreddy’s allegations of
phone tapping,
Lakshminarayana said it was
not clear whether it was phone
tapping or phone recording.
The truth will come out only
if the recording data is sent for
forensic examination, he said
and added that if the MLA had

any doubts, he can approach
the court for forensic examina-
tion or any other inquiry.

In an interesting statement
JD Lakshminarayana said that
it is not so easy to do tapping
of others' mobile phones. He
said that “Only top agencies
like intelligence bureau, CBI,
NIA and RAW have the pow-
ers to tap telephones of any-
body. They are all under the
control of the central govern-

ment, and not the state govern-
ment.” He pointed out that
even these agencies have to
take any decision, they have to
take the Union home ministry’s
permission.

“Though the state govern-
ments, too, can do telephone
tapping, they can do it only
under exceptional circum-
stances, that too, with the per-
mission of the Union home

secretary,” he pointed out.
Lakshminarayana further said
tapping of mobile phones was
done only on two occasions:
national security and interna-
tional relations. But still, the
allegations of the states doing
mobile phone tapping contin-
ue to fly high and thick, he said.

He, however, said there was
a possibility of the State gov-
ernments misusing the tapping
powers, given under exception-
al circumstances, for political
purposes. If the tapping is
done as part of political intel-
ligence, it is definitely illegal, he
said.

He also said that the state
governments often purchase
tapping equipment from pri-
vate sources as well, without
taking permission from the
Centre. They could be misused
for political purposes.

Phone-tapping not easy: Ex-CBI JD

PNS n CHENNAI

Tamil film personalities
including actors, singers
and musicians expressed
shock over the demise of
legendar y  s inger  Vani
Jayaram on Saturday.

The national award-win-
ning singer, who completed
half-a-century of profes-
sional singing, was found
dead at her Chennai resi-
dence with an injury on
her forehead. The police
said she could have sus-
tained an injury after she
fell. She was 77.

Several personalities in
the music world and her
fans expressed shock over
her  sudden death,  on
Twitter.  The acclaimed
singer was recently hon-
oured with the Padma
Bhushan.

"It is with utmost shock &
disbelief I heard about the
sudden passing away of Vani
amma. Spoke to her just two
days back. A true legend. A
very versatile & multi-lin-
gual singer with strong clas-
sical foundation. May her
soul  rest  in  peace.
#VaniJayaram," noted play-

back singer Chitra tweeted.
Actress  R adikaa

Sarathkumar, too, took to
twitter to express her sor-
row. "This is so shocking
#vanijayaram, just last night
I was playing her song and
telling my husband how
beautifully she was render-
ing the  song in
#KVishwanath sirs film. I
am so shocked," she said in
a tweet. Singer Chinmayi
Sripaada said, "Vani Jayaram
is the OG. She'll be cher-
ished, adored, celebrated
always, by all of us. Wish
she'd been able to take her

Padma award."
Political analyst Sumanth

Raman said in his tweet:
"RIP Vani Jayaram. Great
singer who never got her
due in the film world. Good
that the Govt recognised
her contributions with a
Padma Bhushan recently.
Om Shanti."

Music  comp oser  D
Imman said he couldn't
accept the hard-hitting real-
ity that legendary singer
Vani Jairam is no more.
"We miss you Amma. Met
her and recorded for my
upcoming film "Malai" last

August. And I'm shocked to
know that she's no more
today. My prayers. May Her
soul Rest in Peace," he
tweeted.

Meanwhi le ,  Amma
Makkal  Munnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK) gen-
era l  secretar y  T T V
Dhinakaran said  Vani
Jayaram captivated the
hearts of Tamils with her
mesmerising voice.

"She sang in the films
featuring 'revolutionary'
leader M G Ramachandran
and J  Jaya la l ithaa , "
Dhinakaran tweeted.

Film personalities express shock

Continued from Page 1

He said that the State
stood first in the Ease of
Doing Business rankings for
the year 2020-21, which is a
proof of the business-friend-
ly environment offered by
the State and said that the
Global India Business Forum
can promote the industrial
investment in the State by
showcasing business oppor-
tunities available to prospec-
tive investors from across
borders.

Earlier, Governor
Harichandan presented
mementoes to winners of the
National Award for Business
E x c e l l e n c e - 2 0 2 3 .
Arunkoemar Hardien,
Ambassador of the Republic
of Suriname, Jacob, Trade &
Industry Minister, Embassy
of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, Dr Shankar Prasad
Sharma, Ambassador of
Nepal, Kamlesh Prakash,
High Commissioner of the
Republic of Fiji, have attend-
ed the International Business
Seminar-2023, as Guests of
Honour. Dr Jitendra Joshi,
Global President, Global
India Business Forum, and
other delegates attended the
programme.

Continued from Page 1

Even after the death of
Vivekananda Reddy, Naidu
remained the chief minister
for three months. "Then why
could not he nab the culprits?
Why a charge sheet was not
filed against him?" Nani said
and added that the culprits
were not caught because
Chandrababu was involved
in the murder. At that time,
Naidu banned CBI from
entering this State, because he
was afraid that the CBI will
expose murder politics That is
why the CBI should investi-
gate the phone calls of AB
Venkateswara Rao, the then
DGP, Kadapa SP, Lokesh,
Chandrababu Naidu TDP
leaders in Kadapa district,
demanded Nani.

MLA Nani further said
that, if TDP founder Dr NTR's
successors are coming to join
the TDP, there are conspira-
cies and heartbreaks and acci-
dents. Junior NTR came in the
2009 election campaign and
met with an accident, now
Taraka Ratna has also joined
the Lokesh 'Padayatra' and
suffered a massive heart

attack.
Nani recalled that

Tarakaratna told his friends
that he will be participating in
the 'padayatra' and even told
the press about the same. But
NTR's grandson Taraka
Ratna, who took part in the
padayatra, was stuck in the
huge crowd and people fell on
him, so he suffered a heart
attack under stress.

He pointed out that Lokesh
started the 'padayatra' with
about 400 private security
personnel, but unfortunately
they did not care for Taraka
Ratna. though he is the true
heir of NTR.

Nani said that Vivekananda
Reddy case is being investigat-
ed by the CBI, so it  has to
investigate from all angles.

But the TDP supported
media was writing as their
wish about the phone conver-
sation with MP Avinash
Reddy and enjoying satanic
pleasure said Nani.

He said, "If we want to talk
to CM Jagan, we have to talk
to OSD Krishna Mohan, or
Naveen over the phone and
the TDP is making an issue
out of this."

SC gets five new judges
Continued from Page 1

He said the prime minister
had cleared the f i le on
February 2, a day before the
SC made the observations,
and the appointment process
was already in the final
stages.

The appointments came
in due course, he added.

The President signed their
warrants of appointment on
Saturday.

The Centre had on Friday
assured the Supreme Court
that the Collegium's recom-
mendation for the appoint-
ment of five judges in the
apex court will be cleared
soon.

Attorney General  R
Venkataramani had told a
bench of justices S K Kaul
and A S Oka that the warrant
of appointments of these five

names is expected to be
issued shortly.

Once the five take oath
early next week, the strength
of the apex court will go up
to 32 judges. At present the
top court is functioning with
27 judges, including the
Chief Justice of India. Its
sanctioned strength, includ-
ing the CJI, is 34.

On Januar y 31,  the
Supreme Court collegium
had recommended two more
names for elevation as top
court judges -- Allahabad
High Court Chief Justice
Rajesh Bindal and Gujarat
High Court Chief Justice
Aravind Kumar.

Once they are appointed
and take oath, the top court
will have its full strength of
34.

While recommending the
two names, the SC Collegium

had said that the names sent
by it on 13 December 2022
"shall have precedence over
the two names recommend-
ed presently for appointment
to the Supreme Court."

Acting chief justices have
been appointed in the high
courts of Rajasthan, Manipur
and Patna following the
appointment of their respec-
tive chief justices to the apex
court.

While Justice Manindra
Mohan Shrivastava has been
made acting chief justice of
the Rajasthan HC, Justice
Chakradhari Sharan Singh
will hold the office of the
chief justice of the Patna HC
till a regular appointment is
made.

Justice M V Muralidharan
has been appointed acting
chief justice of the Manipur
HC.

Naidu behind Viveka...

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR centenar y birth
anniversary celebrations
committee chairman and
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
political  secretar y,  TD
Janardhan said that they are
preparing a website on NTR
with complete information
and will publish two books
besides conducting various
programmes in Vijayawada
and Hyderabad as part of the
centenary celebrations. He
said that the committee had
designed the grand pro-
gramme such that NTR’s
inspiring life should be a
guide for Telugu people for-
ever.

The committee chairman
said that NTR's website is
being designed with compre-
hensive information about
the actor-turned-politician's
film and political career as
well as his personal life. He
said that a special issue will

be published with the articles,
messages and rare photos of
the actors, technicians and
leaders who worked with
Rama Rao in the film indus-
try, leaders who were close to
him in the political field. He
further said that we are also
publishing two more books
with historical speeches and
speeches made by Rama Rao
in the Legislative Assembly.

He said that it has been 27
years since Rama Rao passed
away physically. He stated
that they are organizing two
programmes in Vijayawada
and Hyderabad to reflect the
Telugu culture and traditions
in order to show the glory of
NTR in which national lead-
ers and celebrities from the
film industry will partici-
pate.

Senior TD leaders MA
Sharif, Atluri Narayana Rao,
Ravula Chandrasekhar
Reddy, Atluri Ashwin and
others addressed.

AP best
for biz... Only top agencies like

intelligence bureau, CBI, NIA
and RAW have the powers to
tap telephones of anybody.
They are all under the control
of the central government,
and not the state
government

Renowned singer Vani
Jayaram found dead
Continued from Page 1

Vani Jayaram won three
national awards and sang
more than 10,000 songs in 19
languages, including in Tamil,
Malayalam, Telugu, Kannada,
Hindi, Gujarati, Odia,
Marathi, Haryanvi, Assamese,
Tulu and Bengali. She had won
state government awards from
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat,
and Andhra Pradesh.

Born at Kalaivani in Vellore
to a traditional Tamil Iyengar
family of classical musicians,
Vani was initiated into the
world of music by Ranga
Ramanuja Iyengar and later by
Kadalur Srinivasa Iyengar, T.R.
Balasubramanian and R.S.
Mani. She was employed at the
State Bank of India in
Secunderabad and she quit the
job after she started training

for Hindustani music under
Ustad Abdul Rahman Khan of
the Patiala Gharana.

Vani was regarded as one of
the very few South Indian
singers who had an in-depth
knowledge of Hindustani clas-
sical music and was at ease
belting out Hindi, Gujarati
and Haryanvi songs.

Her first music album was
a duet with Kumar Gandharva
composed by Vasant Desai.

A highly accomplished
musician, Vani Jayaram was at
ease with old music directors
as well as the new generation.
She was a favourite for both
Ilaiyaraaja and AR Rahman.

The Tamil Nadu Police reg-
istered a case of suspicious
death over the passing away of
Vani Jayaram after she was
found dead in her house on
Saturday.

Continued from Page 1

It may be recalled that
Nandamuri Taraka Rathna
suffered a massive heart
attack and fell down during
the first day of Nara Lokesh’s
padayatra in Kuppam on
January 27. 

He suffered a heart attack
while coming out of a local
mosque along with Lokesh
and a huge crowd. 

The party cadres immedi-
ately shifted him to the KC
hospital from where he was
rushed to PES Medical
College. Later, they conduct-
ed an angiogram and a stent
was fixed for proper blood
circulation.

With no chance to shift
him via air ambulance from
Kuppam, his uncle
Nandamuri Balakrishna
sought the Karnataka govern-
ment’s help to shift the patient
to the Manipal Hospital in
Bengaluru through green
channel.  Since then, he has
been undergoing treatment in
Bangalore.

Foreign doctors
to treat 
Taraka Ratna

VMC ‘builds’...
Continued from Page 1

Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation from all of its
departments is coming for-
ward to take its first step in
helping fellow beings who
need help. Also, VMC urges
the citizens of Vijayawada
to be more empathetic to
those who are in need.

The campaign will not
only help and support the
underprivileged section of
the Vijayawada city but
shall also inculcate the spir-
it of generosity, kindness
and solicitude among the
citizens of the city.

For further donation
queries one can reach VMC
social media on Instagram
(our_vmc), facebook page
(our vmc),  Twitter
(Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation) and call on
8019839112, 8639091361.

Nellore Mayor announces
support to Kotamreddy
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School Games cycling selections evoke good response
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Krishna District School Games
Cyclists selection trials, con-
ducted by the School Games
Federation of India (SGFI)
Krishna district here on
Saturday,  evoked a good
response from students .
Around 60 cyclists participat-
ed in the selection trials.

SGFI Krishna district under-
14, 17 secretary Thota Ajay
Kumar conducted the selection
trials with the support of the
Krishna District Cycling

Association. 
Ajay Kumar said Under-17

and Under-19 boys' and girls'
inter-district cycling champi-
onships would be conducted
from February 12 and 14 and
the Under-14 championship
would be conducted from
February 16 to 17.

UNDER-14 BOYS 
B Kartikeya (NSM School,
Vijayawada), V Praveen (SKPVV
Hindu High School, Vijayawada),
M Harshith Kumar (ZPH School,
Unguturu), A Shanmukh ((SKPVV

Hindu High School, Vijayawada)
UNDER-14 GIRLS 

Ch Ambika Lalitha (SKPVV Hindu
High School, Vijayawada), G

Nikhitha (ZPH School, Unguturu),
D Lakshmibai (ZPH School,
Nunna), K Jayasri (SKPVV Hindu
High School, Vijayawada)

UNDER-17 BOYS 
K Sailesh Kumar (SKPVV Hindu
High School, Vijayawada), S
Chaitanya (ZPH School,
Unguturu), D Ram Chand Sri
Eswar (ZPH School, Nunna), P
Barani Prasad) (SKPVV Hindu
High School, Vijayawada)

UNDER-17 GIRLS 
B Sasanka (NSM School,

Vijayawada), B Sirisha, Sk Sariya
(SKPVV Hindu High School,
Vijayawada), Y Nandini (ZPH
School, Unguturu)

UNDER-19 GIRLS 
G Akshaya, K Likhitha (SKPVV
Hindu High School, Vijayawada), D
Pujitha (ZPH School, Nunna), Baby
Rani (ZPH School, Unguturu)

UNDER-19 BOYS 
A Satwik (Sri Chaitanya Junior
College, Vijayawada), S Srinivas, T
Naga Lokesh, A Tarakesh (SKPVV
Hindu High School, Vijayawada)

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Kapu Welfare and
Development Corporation
Chairman Adapa Seshu has
said that the government has
given the talented poor
an opportunity to
study abroad
through the
'Jagananna Videsi
Vidya Deevena'
scheme. He said
that the govern-
ment has
brought many
reforms up to the
higher education level
to help the students from
economically weaker sections.

He refuted allegations of
dismissing the earlier govern-
ment’s foreign education
scheme in the middle and said
that the Jagan government is
continuing the scheme for
174 students selected during
the previous Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) government. 

Seshu said that the govern-

ment has given importance to
the talent of the poor and has
given them the opportunity to
study abroad through the
'Jagananna Videshi Vidya
Deevena' scheme. He said that

under the JVVD, poor stu-
dents were given the

opportunity to go
for higher educa-
tion in top 200
universities. 

The Kapu
C o r p o r a t i o n
Chairman said

that in the first
phase, 213 students

were admitted in top
200 foreign universities and

45 of them are Kapu students.
The government will bear 100
percent of the fees of the stu-
dents in top 100 universities
and 50 percent of the fees for
those who got a seat in univer-
sities with ranks from 101 to
200. He said that the Chief
Minister is very encouraging
in regard to making the poor
students highly educated.

‘JVVD scheme a boon
to talented students
from poorer sections’

Guv, CM, Pawan
condole death of
Vani Jairam   
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Governor Biswabhusan
Harichandan has expressed
profound grief and sadness
over the demise of Vani
Jairam, veteran playback
singer in Chennai on Saturday.

Governor Harichandan
said Vani Jairam had sung in
several Indian languages
including Kannada, Tamil,
Hindi, Telugu, Malayalam,
Marathi, Odia, Gujarati etc.
and she won National Film
Award for Best Female
Playback singer for three
times.

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has
expressed grief and shock over
the demise of Vani Jayaram, the
rare and puritan version of
classical music. 

The Chief Minister said that
the singer has struck a chord
of strong classical base on a
Pan-India level and conveyed
his condolences to the
bereaved family members. 

Jana Sena chief K Pawan
Kalyan has condoled the
death of veteran cine play-
back singer Vani Jairam.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Krishna Zilla Parishad
Chairperson Uppala Harika
expressed her anger at the
absence of the officials from
NTR and Eluru districts at the
Krishna ZP Standing
Committee meetings in
Machilipatnam on Saturday.
She directed the ZP Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) G
Srinivasa Rao to submit a
detailed report to the respec-
tive district collectors.

Meetings of the Krishna
Zilla Parishad Standing
Committees 1 to 7 were held
during the day.

Harika directed the respec-
tive district collectors to take
action against the officials who
skipped the meetings. She
asked the officials to prepare a
plan of action to provide more
work days under the MGNRE-
GA scheme in Krishna district.

As many as  54 lakh work days
were provided to the labourers
so far and wages were paid to
them at the rate of Rs 236 per
day. Irrigation tanks and canals
should be dredged in the com-
ing days to store more  water,
she said and suggested that the
officials  take steps with avenue
plantation on canal bunds and
irrigation tanks.

The Krishna ZP Chairperson
further said that the coming
two to three months are suit-
able for the house construction
and the officials concerned
should reach targets in Krishna
district.

As many as 2,38,862 benefi-
ciaries are getting Rs 65.61
crore as social security pension
every month in Krishna, the

highest for any district in the
country, Harika said and dis-
closed that under the Pradhan
Mantri Employment
Guarantee Scheme loans up to
Rs 50 lakh would be sanc-
tioned in the industrial sector
and up to Rs 20 lakh in the ser-
vice sector through bankers.
More than 167 applications
were received and already  37
units were grounded, she
added.

She directed the agricultur-
al officers to resolve the short-
age of gunny bags and mois-
ture problems at the Paddy
Purchasing Centres. Due to the
mistakes of millers, the State
government has faced criticism
from the farmers, she said.

ZP vice-chairperson
Garikapati Sridevi, CEO G
Srinivasa Rao, DRDA Project
Director PSR Prasad, DPO
Nageswara Naik, and others
were present.

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETS

Krishna ZP chief riled 
by absence of officials 

Speed up
housing works,
VMC chief tells
officials

PNS n PUTHALAPATTU

The toddy tappers of
Puthalapattu told the TDP
national general secretary Nara
Lokesh, that the Jagan Mohan
Reddy government is not
extending any assistance to
them. The toddy-tappers
demanded that 25 per cent of
the liquor shops be allotted to
them and said that the Chief
Minister, Jagan Mohan Reddy,
who promised pension for all
Backward Classes (BC) women
above 45 years, has failed to do
so.

The local Vaddera commu-
nity members demanded that
they be enlisted in the
Scheduled Tribes (ST) catego-
ry as the community has over
two lakh population in the
combined Chittoor district.
The local Viswa Brahmin com-
munity too narrated their woes
to Lokesh.

The State government is not
even issuing community cer-
tificates to Padmasalis, they
said. Rajakas too are very back-
ward and the State government
is not allotting 'dhobi' ghats to
them and not extending any
financial assistance to the com-

munity, they told Lokesh.
Responding to the prob-

lems, Lokesh said that the BC
felt real independence only
during the TDP regime as
maximum possible funds were
allocated for the community by
the then government. With the
percentage in reservations for
BCs having been brought

down by CM Jagan, 16,500
persons lost their posts and he
discontinued the Overseas
Education scheme for BCs
thus cheating the community,
Lokesh felt.

Lokesh asked as to why the
'Adarana' scheme has been
discontinued and why the 10
per cent deposit made by the

BCs for the scheme has not
been refunded. Lokesh
promised a seperate plan for
the welfare of goldsmiths and
community halls will be built
for every sub-caste as demand-
ed by them once the TDP is
back in power. He also said that
the reservation percentage for
BCs will be revived.

BCs pour out their woes to Lokesh

UHS sports selections 
in Vizag tomorrow
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Dr YSR University of Health
Sciences Roller Skates, Roller
Hockey, and Inline Hockey (Men
& Women) teams selection trials
will be conducted at the Andhra
Medical College in
Visakhapatnam on February 6.

In a press release on Saturday,
Dr YSR University of Health
Sciences Sports Board secretary
Dr E Trimurthy said that the
selected teams would  participate
in the All India Inter University

Roller Skates, Roller Hockey, and
Inline Hockey (Men  &Women)
Tournament to be held at Andhra
University in Visakhapatnam
from February 16 to 19.  

Participants from all medical col-
leges, dental colleges, Ayurvedic col-
leges, homeopathic colleges, Unani
colleges, physiotherapy colleges,
B.Sc (Nursing) and B.Sc., (M L T)
colleges affiliated with the Dr YSR
University of Health Sciences should
report to Physical Director, Andhra
Medical College, Visakhapatnam on
February 6 at 9 am, he added.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The initiatives of the AP gov-
ernment in the education sec-
tor have come in for praise
from the representatives of
various states. They are not
only inspiring but also worth
being emulated, they opined.

Eminent educators and
experts from several reputed
organisations, NGOs and IAS
officers working in the field of
education visited a few schools
in NTR and Krishna districts
on Saturday. They visited
Kolavennu Mandal Parishad
Primary School, Punadipadu,
Edupugallu Zilla Parishad
High School, and interacted
with education department
officials in Krishna district.
They also  visited Zilla
Parishad Girls' High School,
Patamata in NTR district,

Rathi Forbes (Director
Forbes Marshall Limited),
Vivek Raghavan (Trustee, RG
Manudhane Foundation CEO
& President, Irvine Scientific),
Nilesh Nimkar (Founder
Trustee, Quest), Kavita Anand
(Founder Vidyan Foundation),
Murugan Vasudevan (CEO,
Let's Dream Foundation, Ex-
Head, Social Innovation,
CISCO India and South Asia.),
Minal Karanwal I.A.S., (Sub-
Divisional Magistrate,

Integrated Tribal Development
Project (ITDP) Project Officer,
Nandurbar, Maharashtra),
Akanksha Gulati (Director,
Act Grants), Prachi Vinlas
(Director at Michael Susan
Dell Foundation, India), Tarun
Cherukuri (CEO, Indus
Action), and Sneha Menon
(Catalytic Philanthropy, Dasra)
team visited the schools.

School Education
Commissioner and Samagra
Shiksha State Project Director
S Suresh Kumar participated in
the discussion organised with
the guests. He explained the
schemes launched by Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy like 'Jagananna

Ammavodi', 'Mana Badi:
Nadu- Nedu', 'Jagananna
Vidyakanuka' and 'Jagananna
Gorumudda' by giving high
priority to education.

Similarly, 'School
Maintenance Fund', 'Toilet
Maintenance Fund', digital
education, 'Smart TVs, inter-
active panels in classrooms',
'Distribution of tabs with
Byzu’s content for Class 8 stu-
dents and teachers' ,
'Implementation of CBSE in
government schools', 'Atal
Tinkering Lab State Hub,
Training Centre', 'Training
classes to teach English lan-
guage skills to students, six lev-
els of foundational school cur-

riculum according to the
National New Education
Policy and providing the best
training to teachers in presti-
gious institutes like IIMA were
explained to the visiting team.

The delegates appreciated
the efforts made by the State
government in improving the
entire education ecosystem.
The reforms by Andhra
Pradesh cover the entire gamut
of education in a comprehen-
sive manner keeping the chil-
dren at the centre of all
reforms, he added.

They appreciated the vision
of Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy and his assur-
ance to support the State in its

future endeavours. The repre-
sentatives said that the schools
they visited were satisfactory
and praised them for their
proactive cleanliness, happy
learning environment, infra-
structure and digital gover-
nance initiatives, as well as the
creative instruction provided
by teachers, they said.

Also, they said that the new
apps designed by the
Education Department to
improve the understanding of
the 'Teach Tool', teaching-
learning methods and quality
used by the principals, cluster
resource persons and teacher
mentors will be implemented
in their states.

AP's school ecosystem comes in for praise 

AP continues to
occupy 15th place in
‘Khelo India'  Games
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh team
continues to occupy the 15th
place with five medals - one
gold, one silver and three
bronze - in the ongoing Khelo
India Youth Games 2023 being
conducted in Madhya
Pradesh. The neighbouring
State Telangana won 10
medals including two gold,
two silver and six bronze.

On the sixth day of the
Khelo India Youth Games,
Andhra Pradesh’s Mukesh
won a gold medal in the 10 m
Pistol category. He defeated
Abhinav Chowdary of
Rajasthan.

Also, two boxers from
Andhra Pradesh won bronze

medals. Anjani Kumar
Mummana participated in the
67 – 71 kg category and
Mohammed Meherunnisa
Begum participated in the 50-
52 kg category and won
bronze medals.

Similarly, in Badminton
women’s doubles, the Andhra
Pradesh team comprising
Jahnavi and Navya Kanderi
stood third and won a bronze
medal.

In the boys' Archery
Compound category, Andhra
Pradesh Archer T Ganesh
Maniratnam missed the gold
medal when he lost to
Haryana’s Kushal Dayal by
14-143 score and he secured
second place and won a silver
medal.

The representatives
said that the schools
they visited were
satisfactory and
praised them for their
proactive cleanliness,
happy learning
environment,
infrastructure and
digital governance
initiatives, as well as
the creative
instruction provided by
teachers, they said.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Medical and Health Principal
Secretary MT Krishna Babu
said that there is a need to cre-
ate awareness among the people
on prevention and diagnosis of
cancer disease and the doctors
should cooperate to make
Andhra Pradesh a cancer free
state. Krishna Babu flagged off
5K walkathon held in
Vijayawada on Saturday to mark
World Cancer Day under the
auspices of the American
Oncology Institute.

On the occasion, he said the
highest mortality was registered
due to communicable diseases
20 years back and was reduced
with advanced medicines avail-
able in the present days.
However the mortality rate has
increased due to non-commu-
nicable diseases.

The Principal Secretary said
that according to the latest
information 9 percent people die
due to cancer. More than 35,000
people die of cancer every year
in the state. He said that anoth-
er 70 thousand people are newly
affected by cancer. He said the
treatment methods currently
adopted are not only effective in

increasing the life span, but
also in preventing and reducing
the disease.

He stated as per the directions
of  Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy, Rs 430 crore
rupees were spent on cancer
treatment last year under
Aarogyasri. For the prevention
of cancer disease, many medical
procedures have been intro-
duced in the network hospitals
including cancer as the main dis-
ease, and medical procedures
like palliative care from stage 1
to stage 4 have been made avail-
able like nowhere else in the
country and an effort has been
made to give comfort to the peo-
ple from the clutches of the dis-
ease.

State Planning Board Vice

Chairman and MLA Malladi
Vishnu said that it is necessary
to keep the environment clean,
change the diet and stay away
from bad habits to avoid cancer.
He said that there is a need to
create more awareness among
the people on cancer.  

About 700 students, walkers
association members, NGO rep-
resentatives and denizens partic-
ipated in the 5k walkathon.

Dr YSR Health University
Registrar Dr Radhika Reddy,
District Health and Medical
Officer Dr M Suhasini along
with AOI Mangalagiri Medical
Director Dr N Subba Rao,
Vijayawada Medical Director
Dr Rajesh Kota, Regional CEO
MV Mahendra Reddy and oth-
ers participated.

Rally marks World Cancer Day

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation (VMC)
Commissioner Swapnil
Dinakar Pundkar has direct-
ed the officials concerned to
speed up housing construc-
tion. He asked them to pro-
vide internal roads, drinking
water, electricity and other
infrastructure facilities in the
colonies. The Municipal
Commissioner visited the
Jagananna layout at
Kondapavuluru of
Gannavaram mandal in
Krishna district on Saturday.

He enquired about the
house sites and housing con-
struction at the
Kondapavuluru layout. He
gave suggestions to the offi-
cials regarding speeding up
the housing construction.

Speaking on the occasion,
Commissioner Swapnil said
special officers should be
taking care of the implemen-
tation of the 'Jagananna
Sampurna Gruha Nirman'
scheme. Contractors should
complete the housing con-
struction stipulated time, he
added.

Cop held,
suspended
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

After a video went viral, the dri-
ver of a patrolling vehicle on the
National Highway in NTR dis-
trict was arrested and suspend-
ed for making inappropriate
comments against chief minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy and the
state government on Friday. The
armed reserve constable, identi-
fied as Tanneru Venkateshwarlu,
reportedly made derogatory
remarks against the Chief
Minister, his family, and the
government during an interac-
tion with a villager at a petrol
pump near Gouravaram village
in NTR district on Feb 1.

NTR district police commis-
sioner Kanthi Rana Tata said in
a press communique that the
constable used obscene lan-
guage and made inappropriate
remarks on the government, the
CM, and his family members.
“Moreover, he used words that
may incite hatred and hostility
among people and communi-
ties. It is an offence for a respon-
sible public servant to speak in
such a manner,” the CP said. 

REMARKS AGAINST CM

23 RTC bus
passengers have
miraculous escape
PNS n PADERU

As many as 23 APSRTC bus
passengers had a miraculous
escape as the bus overturned
while avoiding colliding with
another bus at Manda village
in Gummalakshmipuram
mandal in ASR district on
Saturday.

Police said that the
Pallevelugu RTC bus was
going to Parvathipuram from
Gummalakshmipuram. The
bus driver in a bid to avoid
colliding with another
express bus, hit the railing of
the bridge resulting in the bus
overturned on the road. All
the passengers escaped
unhurt.
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PNS n BHIMAVARAM

District Collector P Prashanthi
has directed the officials to
expedite the works of widen-
ing and development of roads
apart from incorporating the
drainage system in the master
plan.

The Collector held a meet-
ing with the municipal officials
here on Saturday and reviewed
the progress of various devel-
opment works.

Speaking on the occasion,
she said that the municipal offi-
cials should work in coordina-
tion to executive the develop-
ment works including the road
widening. She underlined the
need for developing roads in
the city as Bhimavaram is a
connecting centre and has
become the district headquar-
ter.

She directed the officials to

take steps to complete the
DNR College road, Collector
office road and Juvvalapalem
road. If the existing contractor
did not complete the works
expeditiously, the works should
be entrusted to a new contrac-
tor, she told the officials. 

The Collector asked the offi-

cials to provide a drinking
water connection to every
household under the Amrit
scheme and conduct a trial in
this regard. The drainage plan-
ning should be evolved and it
should be incorporated in the
master plan, she told the offi-
cials. 

She said that the approvals
for the pending works would
be given soon.  Municipal
Commissioner S
Sivaramakrishna, Public health
EE P Trinatha Rao and two
planning ACP TPO
Sarveswara Rao were among
those who were present.

Officials directed to speed
up road widening works

PNS n ONGOLE

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
MLA Gottipati Ravi Kumar
has slammed the YSRCP for
creating hurdles to Nara
Lokesh's  'padayatra'.

Talking to the newsmen
here on Saturday, he con-
demned the highhanded
behaviour of the police on the
TDP activists. “Unable to
digest the overwhelming sup-
port from the people to the
Yuvagalam padayatra of Nara
Lokesh, the YSRCP led govern-
ment is creating obstacles. The
Raja Reddy Constitution pre-
vails in AP,” he lashed out.

Gottipati Ravikumar said
that when the then Opposition
leader Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy

embarked on a marathon
padayatra, the then
Chandrababu Naidu headed
TDP government provided
security and gave permissions.
But now the present govern-
ment is trying to prevent
Lokesh’s padayatra, he blamed.

The TDP MLA strongly
objected to setting 39 condi-

tions on padayatra, stating
that no such restrictions were
imposed when Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi conducted
padayatra in AP under his
Jodo Yatra.

The police had seized the
TDP vehicles in a bid to dis-
courage the TDP cadres. The
massive turnouts to Lokesh
meetings at Kuppam,
Palamaneru and
Bagarupalyam panicked the
ruling party leaders and that is
why they were hatching con-
spiracies to foil the Yuvagalam
padayatra, Gottipati
Ravikumar flayed. The TDP
cadre is ready to face any con-
spiracies and the Yuva Galam
padayatra would continue, he
added.

YSRCP creating hurdles for
Lokesh’s ‘padayatra’: Gottipati

PNS n ONGOLE

Cancer awareness walk was
held here on Saturday in which
students of QIS College of
Pharmacy and NSS unit volun-
teers participated. District
Collector AS Dinesh Kumar
flagged off the rally.

The cancer awareness walk
was organised by the HCG
MNR cancer hospital. The
awareness rally began from the
Collector’s office to the RTC
bus stand.

Collector Dinesh Kumar,
municipal Commissioner
Venkateswara Rao, HCG ANR
Cancer hospital doctors and
staff took part in the pro-
gramme.  Speaking on the
occasion, the doctors said that
Cancer is one of the diseases
which is plaguing mankind.
Cancer disease is prevalent
across the world and many
people die of cancer in the
world every year.

The scientists identified over
100 types of cancers, every year
over 13 lakh people are diag-
nosed with cancer across the
world. Cancer Day is held on

February 4, the doctors said.
The sooner the cancer is diag-
nosed, the more chances to
save the patient, the doctors
opined.

Speaking on the occasion,
Collector Dinesh Kumar said
that everyone should be aware
of cancer so they could be care-
ful not to get affected by this
disease. “Cancer can be con-
trolled if it is detected and
treated at an early stage.
During the last three years,
approximately 8 lakh people
have been affected by cancer in

the country,” the Collector
said.

The number of cancer
patients is increasing every
year and people should be
aware of this disease, the
Collector said, adding that
there should be changes in
people's way of life.

Medical services have been
expanded in Prakasam district
through the family physician
programme in the state, he
said, stating that through this
system, the medical system
would go to the people.

Cancer awareness walk held

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

‘G.O.Ms.No.1 Raddu Porata
Ikya Vedika’ has passed a
unanimous resolution to
hold a state-level seminar
on February 19 demanding
to cancel GO No.1. Vedika
convenor and senior advo-
cate Muppalla Subba Rao
chaired a meeting at the
Makineni Basavapunnaiah
Vignana Kendram (MBVK)

at Vijayawada on Saturday.
'GO No.1 Raddu Porata

Ikya Vedika', comprising
public associations, politi-
cal  part ies ,  c ivi l  r ights
activists, advocates, labour-
ers, farmers, women and oth-
ers, attended.

Speaking on the occasion,
Muppalla Subba Rao said
that people are opposing GO
No.1, as it is against the
Constitution.

Another convenor of the
'Vedika' Sunkara Rajendra
Prasad said that TDP, CPI,
CPM, Congress Party, RPI,
CPI (ML) Liberation leaders,
and trade union and women
forums extended their sup-
port. 

He said the 'Vedika' would
organise an agitation during
the Assembly session if the
government failed to with-
draw the controversial GO. 

Seminar on GO No.1 on Feb 19
PNS n ONGOLE

The police arrested a bike
lifter at Mangamuru road near
Kalaniketan and recovered 12
motorcycles. 

Police here on Saturday said
that the police arrested noto-
rious bike lifter Konijeti Sai
and recovered 12 stolen
motorcycles worth Rs 3.95
lakh. 

The bike lifter worked at
Tejaswani automobiles in
Hyderabad and Aruna Motors
in Ongole.   He was addicted
to vices and to earn money
easily he started stealing
motorcycles. 

He had stolen motorcycles
at Nellore bus station, Ranga
Rayudu cheruvu, Addanki bus
stand, CM shopping mall,
Bhagyanagar first line, and
sonovision. On the complaint

of missing motorcycles, the
police kept a vigil and arrest-
ed him at Mangamuru road
Kalaniketan. After noticing
the police he tried to flee on a
scooter but the police appre-
hended him. Police recovered
12 stolen motorcycles at vari-
ous places where he hid them.

Bike lifter arrested, 
12 vehicles recovered

Rs 1.22 cr for books

to 102 libraries in EG
PNS n KAKINADA

Grandhalaya Parishad
Chairman Mandapati
Seshagiri Rao said that Chief
Minister Jaganmohan Reddy
was important for the develop-
ment of Libraries and allocat-
ed funds to the tune of Rs 1.22
crore for purchasing of books
for the 102 libraries located
across the undivided East
Godavari district.

He participated as a chief
guest at the Manam Mana
Grandhalayam programme
held at the district central
library here on Saturday.
Speaking on the occasion, he
called upon the people to uti-
lize the Libraries for improv-
ing their knowledge.

MP Vanga Geeta
Viswanath, speaking on the
occasion described the
Libraries as the stepping stones
for providing a bright future
for the students. She said sev-
eral unemployed youth had
achieved success in the com-
petitive exams by reading the
books in the libraries.

District Library authority
chairman   Doolam Padma
Venkanna Babu has
presided.KUDA chairperson
Ragireddi Chandrakala
Deepthi, district central library
secretary Prasad, Deputy
Librarian R Venkataramu,
Employees association presi-
dent Tummalapalli
Jayakrishna was among those
attended.

PNS n SRIKAKULAM

In a ghastly road accident,
three MGNREGA workers
were killed and four were
injured when a speeding lorry
ran over them while they were
walking on the roadside at
Mandada village at the outskirts
of Amadalavalasa on Saturday.

Police said that a group of
NREGA workers were going
home after completing their

work on the Amudalavalasa-
Palakonda road. A speeding
lorry ran over them killing
three workers instantaneously.
Four workers were injured in
the accident and they were
admitted to the GGH in
Srikakulam. The condition of
one of the injured is said to be
very critical. The deceased are
yet to be identified.  The lorry
driver fled the scene after the
accident.

3 MGNREGA workers
run over by lorry

The Collector

asked the 

officials to provide

a drinking water

connection to

every household

under the Amrit

scheme and

conduct a trial 

in this regard.

Woman, her
daughter found
murdered 
PNS n ELURU

In a gruesome
incident, a
woman and
her daughter
were brutally
murdered in
their house at

NTR colony at Katrenipadu
village in Musunuru mandal
on Saturday.

CI Ankababu told the
media that the deceased were
identified as Yesu (36) and
her daughter Akhila (15).
Their bodies were found on
the bed. 

The deceased woman Yesu
deserted her husband five
years ago and she was
allegedly maintaining a live-
in relationship with a man.

CI Ankababu and SI
Kutumba Rao visited the
scene of offence, registered a
case and shifted the bodies to
the GGH for postmortem.
The double murders sent
shockwaves in the colony.

‘Centre did injustice to 
TS in Railway budget’
PNS n HYDERABAD

State Planning Board Vice
Chairman Boinapally Vinod
Kumar said the BJP government
at the Centre has once again
done injustice to Telangana by
not providing clarity. The cen-
tre also has left the state in the
dark on the issue of railways.

“Railways budget was
announced without giving a
new railway line, without allo-
cating enough funds for railway
lines, without mentioning the
bullet train to major cities of
southern states, without open-
ing the Kazipet railway coach
factory, how much land is
required for the Kazipet wagon
manufacturing centre?” asked
the PM.

Vice Principal Vinod Kumar
said that the Centre has not
made it clear how much land is
required for the Kazipet Wagon
manufacturing centre.

If they inform us the state
government will cooperate to
acquire the land, Vinod said. He
demanded that the Central
Government should clarify how
much money will be given for
the wagon manufacturing cen-
tre and how many new jobs will
be given the Central
Government.

Vinod demanded that the

central government should
complete works on the
Ramagundam-Manuguru rail-
way line within the fixed time
limit. Vinod said that only Rs 10
crore has been allocated for
these works in the current bud-
get, which is not enough.

He found fault about the
attitude of the Centre by saying
that if the Ramagundam-
Manuguru railway line is com-
pleted, industry will develop a
lot and that the most important
railway line work has been
delayed for a decade.

Vinod expressed disappoint-
ment that there was no mention
of new railway lines for
Telangana and not enough
funds were announced for rail-
way lines.

“The Nizamabad - Armour -

Nirmal - Adilabad railway line
has become unusable. Despite
hopes that the Kazipet-
Huzurabad - Karimnagar rail-
way line will be sanctioned
after the survey has been com-
pleted. It remains a disappoint-
ment. Funds have been allocat-
ed only for the third railway line
between North India and South
India”.

He rued that the Central
Government did not mention
the bullet train to major south-
ern cities like Hyderabad,
Vijayawada, Chennai,
Bengaluru and Kochi.

Vinod demanded that the
Central Government should
grant a coach factory to Kazipet
as promised in the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act.

Vinod said that while saying
that the coach factory cannot be
given in Kazipet, the BJP, the
Congress, Central Railway
Ministers are sanctioning rail-
way coach factories in their
states and indicates discrimina-
tion against the Kazipet coach
factory.

He said that the Centre has
announced that they have given
more funds to the South Central
Railway (SCR), but in actual
form, they are limited to statis-
tics and the actual situation is
different from that.

‘KTR for CM’
gains momentum
in BRS

Former legislators, sarpanches to join BRS
HYDERABAD: Many important
leaders of Nanded, former MLAs,
MPs and sitting sarpanches of 40
villages are likely to join the BRS in
the presence of Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao on Sunday. KCR
will attend the meeting being held at
the Gurudwara Sachkhand Board
Ground in Nanded to welcome the
new entrants to the party. Already
sarpanches, public representatives
and youth of the border district have
joined the BRS during the fortnight-
long stay of BRS legislators. Former
CM Ashok Chavan and Sambaji Raje
are likely to attend the meeting.
Nanded is all set for the BRS
meeting. The meeting venue, a hall,
was beautifully decorated by
Sarvanga. Along with the town of
Nanded, the entire area has turned
pink for several km in all four
directions. Huge hoardings, balloons

and stickers have been displayed
everywhere. All arrangements have
been completed for the BRS
meeting in Nanded on Sunday. BRS
president KCR will attend the
meeting as chief guest. As the
Nanded meeting is the first one
being held at the national level after
the launch of the BRS, the
arrangements were made in a
prestigious manner. 
Minister of Forest, Environment,
Justice and Revenue Department
Indrakaran Reddy, Government
Whip Balka Suman, MLAs Jogu
Ramanna and Shakeel, TSIIC
Chairman Gyadari Balamallu, Civil
Supplies Corporation Chairman
Undi Ravinder Singh and other
leaders are spending the next few
days in Nanded.
Indrakaran has been staying in
Nanded for a week and coordinating

with other leaders. Looking at the
arrangements for the meeting, they
are visiting villages and meeting
sarpanches and other local public
representatives and celebrities from
various fields.
Indrakaran is explaining the
development and welfare schemes
being implemented in Telangana
under the leadership of KCR while
greeting old men, women, farmers
and youth in Marathi. They are
informing about the efforts being
made for alternative politics to bring
about a qualitative change in
national politics for the country’s
progress and seek support for the
BRS.
In Maharashtra, it is expected that a
large number of BRS ranks and
fans will be able to attend the
meeting being held in Nanded
district centre.

A large number of people from all
the villages of Nanded South &
North, Bokar, Naigam, Mukhed,
Deglur, Loha Constituencies,
Kinwat, Dharmabad Towns,
Muthked, Naigam, Biloli, Umri,
Himayat Nagar, etc and the mandals
of Nanded district are likely to
attend the meeting.
People from Telangana
constituencies like Adilabad, Both,
Mudhol, Bodhan, and Jukkal as well
as Nirmal and Nizamabad
constituencies will also attend the
meeting.
Locals were reportedly surprised
after the Gurdwara gave permission
to hold the BRS meeting at the Guru
Gobind Singh Grounds opposite the
railway station in Nanded district
centre. The Gurdwara has not
allowed any political meetings at
that place in the last 40 years.

PNS n HYDERABAD

India needs a double impact
government and not a double
engine one, Industries Minister
KT Rama Rao said.

He said that the double
engine claim of the BJP is
intended only for publicity but
double impact is for the people.

Speaking in the Assembly for
nearly two hours on Saturday,
KTR said, “Definitely a Kisan
Sarkar will be formed at the
Centre under the leadership of
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao next time
in India.” 

He said the BJP claims that
miracles are happening in dou-
ble-engine states but the fact is
that there is power and water
shortage in all BJP-ruled states.

Replying to the debate on the
Motion of Thanks to the
Governor’s address instead of
KCR, KT Ramarao made it
clear that BRS rule is nothing
but family rule.

Giving a sharp counter to the
opposition's criticism that KCR's
family rule is going on in the
state, KTR said, “Yes, there is
family rule in Telangana. We
believe in Vasudika Kutumba
and the four crore people of
Telangana are members of
KCR’s family. KCR is the head
of the family.”

He said that is why the oppo-
sition is saying that the BRS rule
is family rule and added that the

BRS accepts the opposition's
criticism of family rule.

KTR said that unlike any
other state KCR is giving pen-
sions to the grandparents of all
families and is supporting them
like an elder son. He said that he
is taking care of four crore peo-
ple like a sibling.

KCR, who is providing “qual-
ity” education to children
through gurukulas and col-
leges, provides eyesight to the
elderly and supports single
women like an elder brother by
giving them pension. He said
that KCR also provides financial
assistance to 12 lakh people
through the Kalyana Lakshmi
and Shaadi Mubarak schemes.

“Welfare and development go
hand in hand in Telangana.
Rural development goes along
with urban development.
Information Technology grows
along with agriculture exports
and industry is growing and at
the same time steps to protect
the environmental are being
taken,” KTR said.

Targeting Prime Minister
Modi and the BJP, KTR said that
the Gujarat government has
been announcing power holi-
days for industries.

“We are for Rythu Rajyam but
the BJP wants Corporate
Rajyam. We will campaign
across the nation and our war
cry will be the slogan “Ab Ki

Baar Kisan Sarkar,” KTR said.
“Telangana is number one in

attracting foreign investments.
Eatala Rajender was good when
he was in the BRS but changed
after joining the BJP,” KTR said.

“Telangana is number one in
attracting foreign investments.
Eatala Rajender was good when
he was in the BRS but changed
after joining the BJP. I haven’t
seen an atrocious Prime
Minister like Modi anywhere
else. The entire nation is now
looking at KCR. There are no
leaders and economists in the
nation who do not like KCR. A
leader has to work with a vision
and not change dresses three
times a day,” he said.

India needs double impact govt: KTR
NOT DOUBLE ENGINE SARKARS

L
ike Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao who is

known for his Marathon press
conferences and speeches,
Industries Minister KT Rama
Rao took the Assembly by
storm for two hours on
Saturday. The corridors of the
Assembly echoed with talk
about how KTR is a perfect fit
for the Chief Minister’s post.
Several BRS leaders were
discussing how KTR's speech
on Saturday will remain a
milestone in the history of the
Telangana Legislative Assembly.
The discussion on the Motion of
Thanks is generally concluded
by the reply of the Chief Minister
or any other Minister. KCR
picked his son to conclude the
Motion of Thanks. BRS circles
are now discussing how things
are becoming certain on KTR
driving the car in Telangana. 
A BRS leader didn’t mince his
words and said, “Clearly he is
transforming to be the next CM.
After listening to him on
Saturday here, if anybody had
any doubts, that should also go
away. With KCR taking a lead
role in national politics, KTR’s
role in the Assembly is just a
trailer of what it would be like if
he becomes the CM.
It wouldn't be surprising if KTR
leads Telangana after the next
elections, said another BRS
leader.
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ED recovers arms, contraband
during  raids in Punjab

A
rms, ammunition and
suspected narcotics
weighing about 16 kgs was

recovered after raids were
conducted in Punjab as part of a
money laundering probe linked to
a drug trafficking case, the

Enforcement Directorate said on Saturday. The searches were
conducted on Friday at 10 different premises in villages like
Sheron, Naushera Pannuan and Bugha in the Tarn Taran district.
The business and residential premises of Skattar Singh alias Laddi,
Gajjan Singh, Makhan Singh and their family members apart from
some associates were searched, the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
said in a statement. The money laundering case, filed under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), stems from multiple
Punjab Police FIRs filed against Makhan Singh's son Hardev Singh
alias Rambo and others under various sections of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act (NDPS) and the Arms Act.

Delhi govt seeks Rs 927 cr from
Centre for G20 summit preparations

D
elhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on
Saturday wrote a letter to

the Centre seeking a grant of
Rs 927 crore to take up special
development work for the G20
summit in the national capital.

In a letter to Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Sisodia
said it will not be easy for the Delhi government to spend an extra
Rs 927 crore from its limited resources for the G20 summit
preparations. Sisodia, who also holds the finance portfolio, also
said the Delhi government will extend full cooperation to the
Centre for successfully hosting the G20 summit. He asked the
Centre to give the Delhi government Rs 927 crore for special
preparations ahead of the summit.

Western Air Commander reviews
security scenario along N borders

W
estern Air Commander
Air Marshal Pankaj
Mohan Sinha on Saturday

visited forward areas on the
northern borders and lauded the
strong counter-infiltration grid
along the Line of Control (LoC),

a defence spokesman said. The Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief
assured that the western command is vigilant for the aerial
defence of the sensitive areas of various parts of North, North-
West India, the spokesman said. The spokesman said the Indian
Air Force has kept almost all its air bases at a "very high level of
readiness" to meet any eventuality relating to China and Pakistan.
Air Marshal Sinha was briefed on the prevalent security situation
and operational preparedness along the northern borders, the
spokesman said, adding that the air officer interacted with senior
officers and deliberated on various defence related issues.

Pakistani drone carrying contraband
shot down by BSF along Raj border

A
Pakistani drone carrying
about 6 kg narcotics has
been shot down by the

Border Security Force along the
International Border in
Rajasthan on Saturday, a senior
officer said. The flying machine

was brought down during the intervening night of February 3-4 in
Srikaranpur area of Sriganganagar sector of the state. "A Pakistani
drone along with two bags containing six packets of suspected
narcotics, weighing about 6 kgs, has been recovered by a joint
team of the force and local police," a BSF spokesperson said. 

INDIA CORNER

PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi University Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh on
Saturday stated that thou-
sands of orphan children,
including those who lost their
parents to COVID-19, will get
an opportunity to pursue
higher education free of cost
with the university's new ini-
tiative to reserve seats for
them.

The vice chancellor said
the university has been
responsible for providing edu-

cation to the students seeking
higher education without any
discrimination on any
grounds.

The varsity recently decid-
ed to reserve seats in each of
its undergraduate and post-
graduate programmes for
orphans under supernumer-
ary quota from the next aca-
demic year.

Such students will also be
exempted from payment of
any kind of fees, he said.

The decision was taken in a
meeting of the Executive

Council on Friday.
Speaking to PTI, Vice

Chancellor Singh said, "The
initiative will help thousands
of children every year. We are
coming out of Covid. Many
children lost their parents
during the pandemic. The
initiative will also help those
students."

In all colleges and depart-
ments of the university, one
seat each will be reserved for
orphan boys and girls in all
classes at both undergraduate
and postgraduate levels.

"The University of Delhi
understands the importance of
providing higher education
to every section of society,
including those students who
have unfortunately lost their
parents and become orphans,"
he said.

The expenditure incurred
for the admission and contin-
uation of studies of such stu-
dents in the university or its
colleges will be met from the
University Welfare Fund or the
College Students' Welfare
Fund.

Thousands of orphans will get opportunity to study

PNS n COLOMBO

India is always a dependable
partner and a reliable friend of
Sri Lanka, Minister of State for
External Affairs V
Muraleedharan said.

His remarks came as he
attended Sri Lanka's 75th
Independence Day. Several
other foreign dignitaries also
attended the event.

Muraleedharan said he was
happy to represent India at
"friendly neighbour" Sri
Lanka's 75th Independence
Day celebrations.

"This milestone coincides
with 75 years of establishment
of diplomatic relations between
both countries India is always
a dependable partner and a
reliable friend of Sri Lanka," he
tweeted.

Muraleedharan also prayed
to The Buddha at the sacred
Gangaramaya Temple in

Colombo.
"Offered his respects to Ven

Dr. Kirinde Assaji Thero," the
Indian High Commission in
Sri Lanka tweeted.

Assaji Thero is the Chief
Incumbent of Gangaramaya
Temple.

Muraleedharan highlighted
the close civilisational ties
between India and Sri Lanka
which are manifested, includ-
ing through Buddhism.

Last year, India extended
USD 3.9 billion in support to
Sri Lanka to deal with the eco-
nomic crisis. New Delhi
recently gave assurance to the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) to restructure the coun-
try's debt to secure a USD 2.9
billion bridge loan.

Sri Lanka was negotiating to
get financial assurances from
its major creditors -- China,
Japan and India, which is the

requisite for Colombo to get
the bailout package.

During mid-2022 Sri Lanka
faced the worst economic cri-
sis since independence which
led to months-long public
protests leading to a political
crisis.

Shortages of essentials due to
the forex crisis forced people
onto the streets demanding the
resignation of the then presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

Last year in April, Sri Lanka
declared its first-ever debt
default in its history.

Muraleedharan also inter-
acted with the vibrant Indian
diaspora in Sri Lanka.

"Appreciated their contribu-
tions in strengthening eco-
nomic & people to people ties
between India & Sri Lanka.
Their role is even more signif-
icant today when Sri Lanka is
on its path to economic recov-
ery," he tweeted.

India a dependable partner, reliable
friend of Sri Lanka: Union Minister

PNS n MUZAFFARPUR (BIHAR)

A Bihar-based rights activist on Saturday filed
a complaint against yoga guru Ramdev for
allegedy hurting religious sentiments of
Muslims with his remarks at a recent meeting
of seers. Tamanna Hashmi lodged the complaint
against Ramdev before a local court here and
demanded the registration of an FIR against
him. At a meeting of seers in Rajasthan's Barmer
on Friday, the yoga guru had accused Muslims
of resorting to terror and abducting Hindu
women, while comparing Hinduism to Islam
and Christianity.

"Ramdev's statement against Muslims and
Islam is objectionable and it has hurt their sen-
timents," Hashmi told reporters, after filing the
complaint before the court of the Chief Judicial
Magistrate in Muzaffarpur.

Activist files complaint against Ramdev 
CONTROVERSIAL REMARKS AGAINST MUSLIMS

PNS n NEW DELHI

India, France and the United
Arab Emirates on Saturday
unveiled an ambitious
roadmap for cooperation in a
plethora of areas including
defence, energy and technolo-
gy under a trilateral frame-
work, a move that comes amid
the geopolitical turmoil trig-
gered by the conflict in
Ukraine.

The plan was finalised dur-
ing a phone conversation
among External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, his
French counterpart Catherine
Colonna and UAE's Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan.

A joint statement said it was
acknowledged that defence is
an area of close cooperation
between the three countries.

"Therefore, efforts will be
undertaken to further pro-

mote compatibility, and joint
development and co-produc-
tion, whilst seeking out
avenues for further collabora-
tion and training between the
three countries' defence
forces," it said.

India, France and the UAE
also agreed to boost coopera-
tion in food security and cir-
cular economy and vowed to
focus on key issues such as sin-
gle-use plastic pollution and

desertification.
The trilateral initiative will

serve as a platform to expand
cooperation between the
development agencies of the
three counties on sustainable
projects besides ensuring
greater alignment of their
respective economic, techno-
logical, and social policies with
the objectives of the Paris cli-
mate agreement, according to
the statement.

Centre requests
TN to reduce
VAT on aviation
turbine fuel
PNS n CHENNAI

The Centre has requested
the Tamil Nadu government
to reduce the value added tax
charged on aviation turbine
fuel in line with the other
states and to boost air con-
nectivity, Union Minister of
Civil Aviation Jyotiraditya M
Scindia said on Saturday.

The Minister who was here
on a brief visit to the state said
the Ministry's vision under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership was to
increase the "width and depth
of the airport penetration" in
the country.

"We are making a request
to the state government to
reduce the VAT charged on
the aviation turbine fuel to
enhance greater penetration
of air connectivity. Tamil
Nadu is one of the few states
which charges 29 per cent,"
Scindia told reporters.

India, France and the UAE
unveil plans for cooperation

PNS n NEW DELHI

Taking note of the "insur-
mountable obstacles" in the
implementation of advance
medical directives of terminal-
ly-ill patients, the Supreme
Court has eased the procedure
to make it more workable.

A living will is an advance
medical directive on end-of-life
treatment.

The Supreme Court's 2018
order on passive euthanasia,
wherein it recognised the right
to die with dignity as a funda-
mental right and an aspect of
Article 21 (right to life) of the
Constitution, notwithstand-
ing, people wanting to get a

"living will" registered were fac-
ing problems due to cumber-
some guidelines, prompting a
reconsideration by the apex
court.

Issuing a slew of modifica-
tions, a five-judge Constitution
bench, headed by Justice KM
Joseph, has made the role
of doctors and hospitals
more important in the
mechanism.

The court has said
the difficulties

being encountered have been
voiced by a large number of
doctors and it has become
absolutely necessary for the
apex court to revisit its direc-
tions.The court said a living
will now be signed by the
executor in the presence of two

attesting witnesses, prefer-
ably independent, and
attested before a

notary or gazetted
officer.

"It should specify the name
of a guardian(s) or close rela-
tive(s) who, in the event of the
executor becoming incapable
of taking decisions at the rele-
vant time, will be authorised to
give consent to refuse or with-
draw medical treatment in a
manner consistent with the
advance directive.

"The document should be
signed by the executor in the
presence of two attesting wit-
nesses, preferably indepen-
dent, and attested before a
notary or gazetted officer," the
bench, also comprising Justices
Ajay Rastogi, Aniruddha Bose,
Hrishikesh Roy and CT
Ravikumar, said.

IMPLEMENTATION OF LIVING WILLS

SC eases procedure to make it workable

PNS n DEOGARH (JHARKHAND)

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday claimed that
demographic change in
Jharkhand has seen the per-
centage of the Adivasi' (tribal)
population declining during
the Hemant Soren govern-
ment's tenure in power.

Addressing the BJP's Vijay
Sankalp Maha Rally' here, the
senior party leader claimed
that the population of Adivasis
has declined from 35 per cent
to 24 per cent due to massive
infiltration from across the
international border, which

has been "encouraged by the
Hemant Soren government
for vote bank politics".

He alleged that infiltrators
were grabbing land in the
state after marrying tribal
women.

"The Hemant Soren govern-
ment is the most corrupt in the
country. Resources are being
looted using railway wagons
and tractors. People will unseat
this government from power
in the state as it failed to ful-
fil the 'aspirations of develop-
ment' for which the separate
state was created," he said.

Shah said the BJP will win

all 14 Lok Sabha seats in the
state in the elections next
year.

Referring to the killing of a

class 12 student, who was
burnt alive by her stalker in
Dumka last year, Shah said,
"Adivasi girls are being mur-
dered while the Hemant Soren
government is indulging in
politics of appeasement."

Earlier in the day, the
Cooperation Minister said the
Union government has decid-
ed to provide 300 services of
the Centre as well as the state
governments through the
Primary Agriculture Credit
Societies (PACS).

Shah said PACS would now
function as Common Service
Centres (CSC) and farmers

can avail benefits of 300 ser-
vices including no-dues certifi-
cates, birth and death registra-
tion, and many more.

"The decision was taken on
Friday. The IT Ministry has
supported the Cooperative
Ministry in this regard," he
said, while laying the founda-
tion stone of a Rs 450-crore
IFFCO nano urea plant in
Jasidih in Deogarh district.

A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
signed on Friday to enable the
PACS to provide services
offered by Common Service
Centres.

Percentage of Adivasis declining in J'khand under Soren govt

PNS n KOLKATA

Union Minister Smriti Irani on
Saturday denied the alle-
gations of Trinamool
Congress that the
Centre was not
providing funds
to the West
Bengal govern-
ment.

Irani instead
claimed that funds
given by the Centre
are not being utilised
by the TMC government in
West Bengal.

The remark comes in the
backdrop of the TMC govern-
ment accusing the union gov-

ernment of putting an "eco-
nomic blockade" in the state.

"Everyone needs to know
the real truth behind

what the TMC gov-
ernment is alleg-

ing. My ministry
had provided
funds to the
Government of
Bengal in the
women and

child welfare sec-
tor. That money is

still lying, it has not
been spent on the welfare

of women and children of the
state," Irani, the Union minis-
ter of Women and Child
Development, said.

Bengal govt failed to utilise
Central funds: Smriti Irani 

‘K’taka Assembly polls
before April 10-12’
PNS n BENGALURU

Predicting that the assembly
polls in Karnataka is likely
before April 10-12, Veteran
BJP leader B S Yediyurappa on
Saturday exuded confidence
that the party would
come to power on its
own in the state with
absolute majority,
banking on the
achievements of state
and Centre.

Insisting that there
is no confusion in the
BJP and all are united,
the party strong man urged its
workers and leaders to take the
programmes of state and cen-
tral government door-to-door,
with special focus towards gain-
ing the support of women,
youth and SC/STs.

He also said, gone are the days
of Congress coming to power
using the means of money,

muscle and communal politics.
"The assembly polls are expect-
ed before April 10-12. No one
can stop the BJP form forming
a government with clear major-
ity by winning 130-140 seats in
this election," Yediyurappa said.

Hitting out at
Congress leaders
Siddaramaiabh and D
K Shivakumar for
going around the state
claiming to be the next
Chief Ministers, he
said, "I want to ask
Congress leaders, is
Rahul Gandhi your

leader? We (BJP) have a strong
leader like Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is loved
and respected globally."

With the leadership of Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah,
there is no doubt that BJP will
win all the upcoming elec-
tions, including that in
Karnataka.

Nation fast changing into
developed one: Goyal 
PNS n BENGALURU

Union Minister for Commerce
and Industry Piyush Goyal on
Saturday said the country is on
the path of rapid transformation
into a developed nation and
Karnataka is the "jewel" that
would drive that change.

He expressed confidence that
BJP would come back to power
in Karnataka with a big major-
ity after the upcoming Assembly
polls.

"India is on the path of rapid
transformation into a devel-
oped nation. Karnataka, of
course, is the jewel that will drive
this transformation and the
growth faster and more effi-
ciently," Goyal said.

Speaking to reporters here on
the Union Budget, he said
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has made sufficient
provision of Rs 7,561 crore for
expansion of railway network in
Karnataka, and also adequate
allotment to speed up the work
on the suburban rail system for
Bengaluru.

He said he was happy about
the Rs 5,300-crore assistance
announced in the budget for the
Upper Bhadra lift irrigation
project in central part of
Karnataka, benefiting people
of the region.

Stating that the Finance
Minister under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has come out with the budget
which lays the foundation for a
developed nation, which would
take prosperity to every single
person in the country, Goyal
said, "Our vision is inclusive
growth, sustainable growth,
holistic development of the
entire country and prosperity
for all."

"This budget has brought

series of steps, the outcome of
which will naturally be the
growth of the economy, more
jobs, economic opportunity for
youth, which will help every sec-
tion of society. All of this will be
on the back of green or sustain-
able growth," he said.

Listing out pro-people initia-
tives of the BJP government, the
Minister said this budget is the
first step in the journey of the
nation to a developed one.

Highlighting the multiplier
effect of infrastructure funding
proposed in the Union budget,
which would help propel eco-
nomic growth, he spoke about
ease of doing business and ease
of living steps that have been ini-
tiated through the budget.

Karnataka is the ‘jewel’ that would drive that change
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PNS n MUMBAI

India will not bend over back-
wards to get included in the
global bond indices, a top
finance ministry official said
on Saturday.

Deploying a sartorial anal-
ogy, Finance Secretary TV
Somanathan said the indices
are an exclusive club or
gymkhana, which insists on
entry only for those wearing
ties.

"...if we get into this club, it
will be with our dhoti and
saree. We will not change our
domestic policies to suit for-
eign investors," he said,
addressing a post-budget
interaction with industry
players in the financial capi-
tal.

He said there are both pos-
itives and negatives of such an
inclusion, which was spoken
about in a previous budget
announcement, and India will
not "bend over backwards" to
gain entry.

India's policies will be
based on domestic require-
ments, and there will not be

any change to the stance to
suit the fancy of global bond
investors, he said.

The global indices should
allow entry for India only if
such a stance is acceptable to
them, he said.

Positives of gaining entry
include higher fund flows, but
the same also exposes us to
risks of volatility and pullouts
due to non-domestic factors,
Somanathan said, pointing
to the experience of "destabil-
isation" in some east-Asian
economies.

Ajay Seth, the economic
affairs secretary, hinted that
there is no immediate plan of
joining the indices.

MONEY MATTERS

Reliance Jio launches True
5G services in Haridwar

R
eliance Jio on Saturday said it
has launched its True 5G
services in Haridwar,

Uttarakhand. With this, the telecom
company has extended its True 5G
network to 226 cities in the country.
Haridwar is the second city in the
state after Dehradun to get Jio True
5G services, a Reliance Jio press

release said. Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami said, "It is a matter of
great pleasure that the 5G services by Jio network, which started from
Dehradun in Uttarakhand, has been extended to Haridwar". With the
beginning of this service, not only the people of Haridwar but also the
pilgrims visiting the holy city from the country and abroad, including the
pilgrims coming on Char Dham yatra in the near future will benefit, he
said. 

RP Sanjiv Goenka Group to
invest Rs 10,000 cr in U P

R
P Sanjiv Goenka Group said
it will invest Rs 10,000
crore in Uttar Pradesh. The

announcement was made by
group head Sanjiv Goenka
during a meeting with Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath. "Dr
Sanjiv Goenka in a meeting
today with the Honourable Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh Shri
Yogi Adityanath has announced

an investment of Rs 10,000 crore in the state..," the group
said. Out of this, Rs 7,500 crore will be invested in
renewables, while power distribution and retail sectors will
receive Rs 1,000 crore each. Besides, the sports academies in
the state will see an investment of Rs 500 crore, the group
said. "With this Rs 10000 crore investment, the total
commitment of RP Sanjiv Goenka Group to the state of Uttar
Pradesh is now pegged at Rs 20,000 crore," it added. The
Kolkata-based group operates in sectors like power, IT-enabled
services, media and entertainment, and retail. The group, with
revenues of over Rs 26,000 crore, also owns the IPL franchise
Lucknow Super Giants.

T
elecom operator Bharti
Airtel has increased its
direct stake in Indus Towers

by acquiring 23.01 per cent
shares held by its completely
owned subsidiary Nettle
Infrastructure, a regulatory
filing said on Saturday. Bharti
Airtel now holds 47.95 per cent
stake in Indus Towers. The
telecom operator earlier directly
held 24.94 per cent stake and
23.01 per cent through its
subsidiary Nettle Infrastructure.

Bharti Airtel has acquired the 23.01 per cent stake of Indus
Towers from Nettle to directly own 47.95 per cent in the
mobile tower firm. This is pursuant to the "composite scheme
of amalgamation approved by the Hon'ble National Company
Law Tribunal, Chandigarh bench, vide its order dated January
25, 2023 and becoming effective from February 1, 2023", the
filing said.

D
rug maker Lupin is recalling
5,720 tubes of a cream used
in the treatment of various

skin conditions, such as dermatitis,
eczema and psoriasis, from the US
market due to a manufacturing
issue, according to the US Food
and Drug Administration. As per
the latest Enforcement Report by
the US health regulator, Lupin
Pharmaceuticals Inc, a US-based
arm of the Mumbai-based drug

maker, is recalling Clobetasol propionate Cream, a steroid to reduce
inflammation, redness and itchiness of the skin and prevent further
irritation of the skin. The affected lot has been manufactured at the
company's Pithampur plant in Madhya Pradesh and marketed in the
US market by Baltimore-based Lupin Pharmaceuticals Inc. The
USFDA noted that the company is recalling the affected lot due to
"Subpotent Drug: Low assay result observed during long-term
stability testing". The company initiated the Class III nationwide (US)
recall of the affected lot on January 23 this year. As per the USFDA, a
class III recall is initiated in a "situation in which use of, or exposure
to, a violative product is not likely to cause adverse health
consequences". The US generic drug market was estimated to be
around USD 115.2 billion in 2019. It is the largest market for
pharmaceutical products.

Lupin arm recalls 5,720 skin
treatment cream tubes in US

PNS n MUMBAI

India's economic image is not
affected due to Adani Group's
recent decision to pull out Rs
20,000 crore FPO amid allega-
tions of financial wrongdoings,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Saturday.

The finance minister said
there has been an accretion of
USD 8 billion to the forex
reserves in the last two days
alone.

"...our macroeconomic fun-
damentals or our economy's
image, none of which has
been affected. Yes, FPOs (fol-
low-on public offers) come in,
and FIIs (foreign institutional
investors) get out," Sitharaman
told reporters here.

The minister said there are
"fluctuations" in every market
but the accretion over the last
few days establishes the fact
that the perception of both
India and its inherent

strengths is intact. Answering
a broader question on the
allegations against Adani
Group, she said the country's
independent financial sector
regulators will be looking into
the aspect and added that
capital markets watchdog
Securities and Exchange Board
of India has the wherewithal to
ensure stability in markets.

"...for keeping the market
and the markets regulated in
prime condition, the Sebi is the
authority. And it has the
wherewithal to keep that
prime condition," she said.

The finance minister also
said that the RBI has already
spoken out on the issue, refer-
ring to Friday's statement,
which said the banking sector

is resilient and stable.
About ten days ago, US-

based short seller Hindenberg
Research made a slew of alle-
gations on the corporate gov-
ernance front against Adani
Group. The Ahmedabad-
based group has denied all the
allegations and termed it as a
calculated attack on India. It
has cancelled the FPO even
after managing subscriptions
to it.

Finance Secretary TV
Somanathan on Saturday
stood by his comment on the
controversy where he called it
a storm in a teacup, clarifying
that this is in the context of
macroeconomic terms and the
stability of India's public finan-
cial institutions.

Meanwhile, on the decision
to convert outstanding dues
into equity at Vodafone Idea,
Somanathan said the transac-
tion is being done as a pack-
age for all telcos.

PNS n KOLKATA

The downward trend in total
demand and total offerings
was in evidence once again
for all categories of tea dur-
ing Sale-05, a Calcutta Tea
Traders Association (CTTA)
official said.

The auction was held on
February 1 and 2 and the
market witnessed a lack of
demand, he said on Saturday.

The total demand declined
further by 28.56 per cent
during this auction, he added.

According to CTTA official
data, the total offerings
amounted to 1,14,970 pack-
ages (33,17,286 kg) compris-
ing 53,418 packages of CTC
leaf, 38,952 packages of
orthodox, 1,293 packages of
Darjeeling leaf and 21,307

packages of dust tea.
CTC leaf met with fair

demand at lower price level
and a total of 12,13,470 kg of
different categories was sold
at an average price of Rs
152.88 per kg.

Around 61.41 per cent of
the total demand was wit-
nessed for CTC leaf at below

Rs 150 per kg price level and
only 3.68 per cent was
marked at above Rs 250 per
kg level, it revealed.

Western India operated on
liquoring teas and other inter-
nals marked good support.
Some support was received
from exporters on bolder
brokens, the data said.

PNS n JODHPUR

The Labour Bureau will con-
duct a demand-based survey to
identify the gaps in skilled
manpower in the country, an
official has said.

"We going to start a demand-
based survey. So far, we have
been doing a supply-based sur-
vey that these types of people
are there. But now, the Labour
Bureau is going to conduct a
demand-based survey in which
selected industries will be
asked, through sample survey,
what type of skill is required,"
Arti Ahuja, Secretary of the
Union Ministry of Labour and
Employment, said.

She said that industries will
be asked about the required
skills, shortages, surplus and

whether the available skill is
adequate.

"Through this, we will get to
know where the gaps are as per
the demand of the industry,"
she said at a press conference on
the concluding day of the three-
day G20 Employment Working
Group meeting held here.

Sharing the details of the
deliberations held in different
sessions, she said that consen-
sus emerged on making a com-
mon nomenclature of skills
and occupations.

"Some regions have done a
kind of grouping and skill har-
monisation, like it is there in
Europe, ASEAN, and America
has its classification frame-
work. The time has come that
under India's presidency, a
decision should be taken to

make a common taxonomy
and global snapshot," Ahuja
noted.

This discussion on
'Addressing Global Skills Gaps'
was held in a session.

International organisations
ILO and OECD highlighted the

various types of imbalances
between skills and qualifica-
tions in the labour market.

She said that skill mapping,
aligning the vocabulary of jobs
and occupations are very signif-
icant, and it will be a systemat-
ic reform if the G20 countries

make a consensus on it and its
impact will be visible in the next
few years.

"If G20 agrees upon this, this
will be a major systematic
change. After 5-6 years, its
effect will be visible," said.

She said that megatrends
like digitisation are happening
across the globe. 85 million jobs
will go away just because of
these megatrends, but 91 mil-
lion jobs will come as well.

"Artificial Intelligence and
blockchain are replacing
human jobs, but many other
functions will come. Similarly,
other technological changes
are happening. So, our system
should be agile, and it will be
possible when we do mapping
and data collection," she said.

Another session covered the

priority issue of social security
for Gig and Platform workers.

It began with a detailed tech-
nical presentation by ILO,
OECD and ISSA, followed by a
presentation by the Niti Aayog
yesterday.

Ahuja said that Gigs and
Platform have a dynamic nature
and so far, their classification
has not been solidified in any
country.

"In some countries, there
are legal battles, courts have
given judgement. This is an
evolving scenario and will have
to think about the social pro-
tection for the Gig and Platform
workers. On this issue, all coun-
tries agreed that we need to
work together for the social
protection of gig and platform
workers," she added.

India will get into global bond
indices on own terms: Official

PNS n NEW DELHI

Amid a raging controver-
sy over a meltdown in
Adani group stocks, regu-
lator Sebi on Saturday said
it is committed to ensuring
the stock market's integri-
ty and all necessary sur-
veillance measures are in
place to address any exces-
sive volatility in individual
shares.

Without naming the
Adani group specifically,
the capital markets watch-
dog said in a statement
that unusual price move-
ment in the stocks of a
business conglomerate has
been observed in the past
week. 

Officials confirmed that
the statement has been
issued in the wake of the
Adani matter only. 

Adani's FPO pullout has not
impacted India's image: FM

Lack of demand for all categories
of tea in Sale 05: CTTA official

We going to start a demand-
based survey. So far, we have

been doing a supply-based
survey that these types of people are
there. But now, the Labour Bureau is
going to conduct a demand-based
survey in which selected industries will
be asked, through sample survey, what
type of skill is required.

-ARTI AHUJA, 
SECRETARY OF THE UNION

MINISTRY OF LABOUR
AND EMPLOYMENT

Committed to
ensuring market
integrity: Sebi 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Realty firm Godrej Properties
sales bookings rose 77 per cent
year-on-year to Rs 8,181 crore
in the April-December period
on strong housing demand,
and will cross the target of Rs
10,000 crore for the full fiscal,
its Executive Chairman
Pirojsha Godrej said.

The company's sales book-
ings stood at Rs 4,613 crore in
the first nine months of the last
financial year.

In an interview with PTI,
Pirojsha Godrej said: "We are
very happy with the quarter
gone by. Operationally, it has
been a very strong quarter".

Sales booking during the
October-December period
jumped over two-fold to Rs
3,252 crore from Rs 1,541
crore in the year-ago period.

"We have already done
nearly Rs 8,200 crore of sales
bookings in the first three
quarters of this fiscal year
and hopefully we will definite-
ly cross Rs 10,000 crore annu-
al guidance," Godrej said.

The sales bookings in the
third quarter were the highest
for the company for any quar-
ter ever, Godrej highlighted.

Nevertheless, he said,
Godrej Properties will not
revise upwards its annual
guidance for sales bookings.

According to an investors'
presentation, out of the total
sales bookings in April-
December of this fiscal, the
residential segment con-
tributed Rs 8,124 crore, while
commercial properties were
just Rs 57 crore.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Private sector lender Axis Bank
on Saturday said its exposure to
crisis-ridden Adani Group
stands at 0.94 per cent of its net
advances.

"We extend credit, basis com-
fort on cash flow, security, and
repayment capability of obligors
as per the Bank's credit assess-
ment framework. We remain
comfortable with our exposure
to Adani Group basis the same,"
the bank said in a regulatory fil-
ing.

The exposure to Adani Group
is primarily to the operating
companies in sectors like ports,
transmission, power, gas distri-
bution, roads and airports, it said.
Fund-based outstanding as per-
centage of net advances is 0.29
per cent, while that of non-fund
based outstanding is 0.58 per
cent, it said.

Investments as percentage of
net advances of the bank is 0.07
per cent as of December 31,
2022, it added.

In addition, the bank's fund
based and non-fund based out-
standing towards the group's JVs
(with an MNC in the FMCG

segment and with a PSU in City
Gas Distribution segment) is at
0.02 per cent and 0.25 per cent,
respectively, of the net advances.

Further, it said the bank has
a resilient balance sheet with

standard asset coverage of 1.53
per cent as of December 31,
2022.

Stocks of Adani Group firms
have taken a massive beating on
the bourses after US-based
short-seller Hindenburg
Research made a litany of alle-
gations in a report, including
fraudulent transactions and
share price manipulation at the
Gautam Adani-led group.

The group has rejected the
allegations. Hindenburg
released the report on January
24 -- the day on which Adani
Enterprises' Rs 20,000-crore
follow-on share sale opened
for anchor investors.

Axis Bank says exposure to Adani
Group at 0.94% of total loans

Godrej Properties sales
bookings rise 77%
to Rs 8,181crore

The exposure to Adani
Group is primarily to
the operating
companies in sectors
like ports,
transmission, power,
gas distribution, roads
and airports, it said

BoM organises seminar on
digital banking, languages

PNS n MUMBAI

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) commis-
sioner and administrator I S
Chahal on Saturday said the
budgetary estimates for FY
2023-24 have crossed the Rs
50,000 crore-mark and the
capital expenditure is more
than 50 per cent, both
unprecedented in the history of
the country's richest civic body.

The BMC has presented Rs
52,619.07 crore budget for the
year 2023-24.

This is for the first time after
1985 that the Mumbai civic
administration presented the
budget to an administrator as
the five-year term of corpora-
tors ended last year.

Chahal said health, educa-
tion, environment, and trans-

parency are the main thrust
areas of the budget which has
also given importance to infra-
structure. He said 37 years ago,
then civic commissioner Kanga
had presented a full budget as
an administrator, and that he
followed that example.

Queried about Shiv Sena
leader Aaditya Thackeray's
demand for presenting an
interim budget in the absence
of an elected body, Chahal said
the budget will be reappropri-
ated once the new body comes
to power. "This is for the first
time in the history of BMC
that the budget estimates have
crossed the Rs 50,000 crore-
mark. It has never happened in
the history of the BMC that
the capital expenditure is more
than 50 per cent," he told a
press conference.

Bharti Airtel acquires 23%
stake in Indus Towers

Labour Bureau to conduct demand-based survey 

PNS nNEW DELHI

State-owned Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM) on
Saturday said it has organised
an all-India Hindi seminar on
digital banking to sensitise
bankers about the use of
national as well as regional
languages in digital transac-
tions.

All the banks and financial
institutions along with insur-
ance companies participated
in the event, inaugurated by
Department of Official
Language Secretary Anshuli
Arya on Thursday, BoM said
in a statement.

Arya, while addressing the
event, said banking and finan-
cial institutions are the back-
bone of the Indian economy
and bankers are serving the
nation through banking ser-
vices. he use of Hindi and
regional languages in digital

banking is very important in
the present scenario and cus-
tomers from remote areas will
also be benefitted by this, she
added.

"This is the era of digitaliza-
tion which holds great signif-
icance in banking and finan-
cial services. Hindi and
regional languages are power-
ful mediums to further digital-
ization of various schemes
across the country," BoM
Managing Director A S Rajeev
said. Various Hindi mobile
apps of the bank and a book-
let in Braille script were also
released at the event.

IDENTIFYING GAPS IN SKILLED MANPOWER

Scindia: Primary steel
producers must use
50% recycled steel

PNS n KOCHI

Union Steel Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Saturday said his ministry
will push primary steel pro-
ducers to use 50 per cent of
their input from
scrapped/recycled steel by
2047 to help achieve the gov-
ernment target of moving
into a circular economy.

Currently, the level of recy-
cled steel usage in primary
steel production is only
around 10 per cent even
though recycled steel con-
tributes to 22.5 per cent of the
domestic total steel produc-
tion of 140 million tonnes,
the minister said while
addressing the last day of the
three-day international con-
ference of material recycling
here.

The 10th conference is
being organised by the
Material Recycling
Association of India and is
attended by over 2,000 dele-
gates from 38 countries.

Noting that recycling is the
key cog in the wheel of man-
ufacturing as economies
move into a circular model of
development, he said.

In a first, BMC budgetary estimates
cross Rs 50,000 crore-mark
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FAITH AND PRAYER ARE THE VITAMINS
OF THE SOUL; MAN CANNOT LIVE IN

HEALTH WITHOUT THEM
—  MAHALIA JACKSON

NIP CANCER IN THE BUD
Usually, the word cancer is equated with death. However, busting the common myth, health experts say that most cancers may be

cured fully if diagnosed early. Late detection is one of the highest reasons behind poor survival rates. On the World Cancer Day on

February 4,  THE HEALTH PIONEER sheds light on some most common types of cancer in India and the causes behind them.

TYPES OF CANCERS

* Gall Bladder Cancer
Bladder cancer risk factors include

smoking, genetic mutations, and expo-
sure to certain chemicals. Speaking on
the rise in gallbladder-related illness, Dr
Sushma Bhatnagar, the head of National
Cancer Institute of India said, "Cases of
gallbladder cases in women have been on
the rise especially in the north-eastern
parts of the country and settlements
beside rivers."

*Cervical Cancer
Screening tests and the HPV vaccine

can help prevent cervical cancer.

*Colorectal Cancer

If you are 45 years old or older, get
screened. Screening tests can help prevent
colorectal cancer or find it early, when
treatment works best.

*Gynecologic Cancers
Five main types of cancer affect a

woman’s reproductive organs: breast,
cervical, ovarian, uterine, vaginal, and
vulvar. As a group, they are called gyne-
cologic cancers.

*Breast Cancer
Regular mammograms are the best

tests doctors have to find breast cancer
early. Talk to your doctor about when to
start and how often to get a screening
mammogram.

*Ovarian Cancer
Ovarian cancer causes more deaths

than any other cancer of the female
reproductive system. But when ovarian
cancer is found early, treatment works best.

*Uterine Cancer
Uterine cancer is the most common

cancer of the female reproductive system.

*Vaginal and Vulvar Cancers
Vaginal and vulvar cancers are rare, but

all women are at risk for these cancers.

*Head and Neck Cancers
Cancers of the head and neck

include cancers that start in several
places in the head and throat, not
including brain cancers or cancers of
the eye.

*Kidney Cancer
To lower your risk of kidney and

renal pelvis cancers, keep a healthy
weight. Don’t smoke, or quit if you do.

*Liver Cancer
To lower your risk for liver cancer, get

vaccinated against hepatitis B, get test-
ed for hepatitis C, and avoid drinking too
much alcohol.

*Lung Cancer
Lung cancer is the leading cause of

cancer death in the United States. To
lower your risk, quit smoking, avoid sec-
ondhand smoke, and get your home test-
ed for radon.

*Lymphoma
Lymphoma is a general term for can-

cers that start in the lymph system. The
two main kinds are Hodgkin lymphoma
and non-Hodgkin lymphoma.

*Myeloma
Myeloma is a cancer of the plasma

cells. In myeloma, the cells grow too
much, forming a mass or tumor in the
bone marrow.

*Prostate Cancer
Most prostate cancers grow slowly

and don’t cause any health problems.
Learn more and talk to your doctor
before you decide to get tested or treat-
ed for prostate cancer.

*Skin Cancer
To lower your skin cancer risk, pro-

tect your skin from the sun and avoid
indoor tanning.

*Thyroid Cancer
The thyroid gland is located in

front of the neck. It sends out hormones
that help control many activities in the
body.

MOST COMMON
CAUSES FOR
CANCER

TOBACCO
Tobacco use is a leading cause

of cancer and of death from cancer.
People who use tobacco products
have an increased risk of cancer
because tobacco products and sec-
ondhand smoke have many chem-
icals that damage DNA.

Tobacco use causes many types
of cancer, including cancer of the
lung, larynx (voice box), mouth,
esophagus, throat, bladder, kidney,
liver, stomach, pancreas, colon and
rectum, and cervix, as well as acute
myeloid leukemia. People who use
smokeless tobacco (snuff or chew-
ing tobacco) have increased risks of
cancers of the mouth, esophagus,
and pancreas.

Dr SVS Deo, Professor of
Surgical Oncology at AIIMS Delhi
says, “Smoking and consumption of
alcohol account for 30 per cent of
total cancer cases. If we can some-
how curb the usage of these dead-
ly items, cancer cases will go down.”

ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLLUTION

Environmental pollutants like
arsenic, chromium, nickel, asbestos,
dioxins besides tobacco are the
major cause for lung cancer and gall
bladder in India.

Dr Bhatnagar said, a major
chunk of cancer cases are a result of
air pollution, water pollution and an
unhealthy lifestyle. Air pollution has
also led an increase in the cases of
cervical cancer. Delhi NCR wit-
nessed 22000 cases of cancer last
year of which 50 per cent of cases
were treated at the National Cancer
Institute, AIIMS."

PREVENTABLE CANCERS
No cancer is 100% preventable. However,
managing certain controllable risk factors –
such as your diet, physical activity and other
lifestyle choices – can lower your chances of
developing cancer. This is especially true for
9 specific cancer types, which include:

*Breast cancer
*Cervical cancer
*Colorectal cancer
*Head and neck cancer
*Lung cancer
*Ovarian cancer
*Prostate cancer
*Skin cancer
*Testicular cancer

ARCHANA JYOTI n NEW DELHI

Even as breast self-examination
(BSE) remains a feasible

screening method in resource-
poor settings like India, yet diag-
nosis in advanced stages remains
a cause of concern. This is main-
ly because the majority of women
particularly from rural India have
poor awareness regarding breast
cancer and poor practice of BSE.

This was found by a group of
researchers while assessing the
awareness of breast cancer and
the practice of BSE among
women in a rural  area of
Karnataka in South India. This
speaks volumes of the awareness
status among rural women across
the country.

Published in the Indian
Journal of Cancer, the  study
revealed that less than one in ten
women knew that a lump in the
breast is a symptom of breast can-

cer. Majority 338 (81.2%) were
not able to state even a single
symptom of breast cancer and 365
(87.7%) not able to state even one
risk factor of breast cancer.

Majority 354 (85.1%) of the
women in the study had never
heard of BSE. None of the women
in the study performed monthly
BSE. Only 40 (9.6%) of the women
actually performed BSE within
the last 6 months. Women with
higher education and those who
reported a history of a lump in the
breast in self or family were signif-
icantly more likely to state at least
one symptom of breast cancer
and were more likely to practice
BSE, noted the authors of the
study led by Avita R, Department
of Community Health, St. John's
Medical College, Bangalore.

Awareness of at least one
symptom of breast cancer was
associated with an 18 fold
increase in the practice of BSE,

study said, revealing an urgent
need to focus on health awareness

regarding breast cancer and BSE
among rural women.

Though the study was con-
ducted in 2016, its observation
still holds true keeping in mind
no let up in the breast cancer
cases.

The authors have called for an
urgent need to focus on health
awareness regarding breast can-
cer and BSE among rural women
by exploring various mechanisms
of community engagement,
including involving grassroots-
level health workers.

The study tool used was the
Breast Cancer Awareness Measure
(Breast-CAM), developed by
Cancer Research UK, King's
College London and University
College London in 2009, and it
records awareness of symptoms
and risk factors of breast cancer
and awareness and practice
regarding BSE. It was translated
into the local language Kannada
for use in rural areas for study
purposes.

Oncologists recommend breast self-
examination every month around

five days after the periods are over start-
ing from the age of 20. According to
them, for postmenopausal women, it
can be done on a certain day/date of
every month. Annual breast examina-
tion by a trained doctor after the age
of 20 is also strongly recommended.
Finally, regular mammograms after the
age of 40-45 is also recommended for
early detection of Breast Cancers and
timely treatment.

With the emergence of advanced
surgeries including oncoplastic breast
surgery, oncologists/surgeons are now
able to offer breast conservation to most
patients with a good cosmetic outcome
that boosts confidence and creates a
positive impact on the psychological
state of the patient.  According to the
experts, newer techniques like Sentinel
lymph node biopsy and Lymphovenous
anastomosis help in reducing the lym-
phedema rates to less than 5 percent.
Chemotherapy usually consists of 6-8
cycles administered in daycare at an
interval of 15-21 days.

It’s not just a woman who has can-
cer, suffers. It has a devastating impact
for the next generation. According to
a study by the International Agency for
Research on Cancer, an estimated 4.4
million women died of cancer in 2020,
leaving nearly 1 million children
orphaned. At least 25% were due to
breast cancer.

DOCTORSPEAK
Dr. Bhawana Awasthy, Chief-

Medical & Clinical Oncology, Indian
Spinal Injuries Centre

“Cancer that develops in breast
glands or ducts is called breast cancer.
A lump in the breast, bloody or straw-
coloured nipple discharge, recent nip-
ple inversion, ulceration or destruction
of the nipple, dimpling of skin and
thickening of skin to give an appear-
ance of orange peel are some of the
symptoms of breast cancer. While
identifying these signs is important ,
regular mammography picks up can-
cers even before these symptoms.
Meet your doctor for a breast exami-
nation and screening advice before the
disease becomes apparent. Remember,
breast cancer is curable if detected
early.”

Dr. Suman Mallik, Clinical
Director - Senior Consultant & HOD
Radiation Oncology, Narayana
Superspeciality Hospital, Howrah

“Confirmation of diagnosis of
breast cancer usually requires a needle
biopsy, which can be performed at the

OPD 10-15 minutes after the mammo-
gram is done. We initially go for ultra-
sound, mammogram and sometimes
MRI in special situations to detect early
disease. Patients with larger lumps,
those having enlarged glands in the
armpit or symptoms suggestive of dis-
tant organ involvement (bone pain,
breathlessness, headache, enlarged
liver etc.) need additional tests like PET-
CT scan to rule out the spread of dis-
ease to other organs.”

Dr. Ronak Vyas, Surgical
Oncologist at Narayana Multi Speciality
Hospital, Ahmedabad

“People need to be aware of
advanced treatment and facilities
available in the country now. For
example, our hospital has best-in-class
treatment and care for breast cancer
patients. It is very disappointing for us
that a large number of patients come
to us at advanced stages. Early Cancer
or Stages I &II are usually treated by
surgeries first. Locally advanced stage
III requires chemotherapy first fol-
lowed by surgery and radiation.
Hormone and other targeted therapy
are needed in the select group of
patients who have certain markers pre-
sent on their tumours. Stage IV
(Distant organ spread) is treated
either with chemotherapy or hormone
therapy or both.”

On World Cancer Day, WHO is
calling for intensified action

across the South-East Asia Region
to strengthen health systems to
prevent and detect cancers early, to
provide prompt treatment referral,
to enhance access to palliative care,
and to close the gap in access to
quality cancer services – the theme
of this year’s commemoration.

Cancer is the second leading
cause of death globally, accounting
for an estimated 9.9 million deaths
in 2020. Between 2010 and 2019,
global cancer incidence increased by
26%, alongside a 21% increase in
cancer deaths. An estimated one
third of cancer deaths globally are
due to tobacco use, high body mass
index, alcohol use, low fruit and veg-
etable intake, and lack of physical
activity.

In the WHO South-East Asia
Region, an estimated 2.3 million
people developed cancer in 2020,
and 1.4 million died of the disease.
Cancer is estimated to account for
more than 20% of premature mor-
tality from noncommunicable dis-
eases (NCDs) in the Region, which
stand at around 4.7 million deaths
every year. In 2020, cancer of the
lungs, breast and cervix accounted
for 400 000 of the total number of
cancer-related deaths in the Region,
and almost two-thirds of people

diagnosed with cancer succumbed
to the disease, highlighting the
urgent need for improved early
diagnosis and treatment.

Since 2014, the Region has
accelerated action to prevent, detect,
treat and control cancer, with
increased focus on eliminating cer-
vical cancer as a public health prob-
lem. Eight countries of the Region
now have in place population-based
cancer registries (PCBRs), and three
countries – Myanmar, Nepal and Sri
Lanka – are focus countries for
addressing childhood cancer. Ten of
the Region’s 11 Member States pro-
vide tertiary care services for can-
cer diagnosis and treatment –
including surgical and chemother-
apy services – and nine also offer
radiotherapy services.

WHO continues to support
countries of the Region to imple-
ment its new Regional Action Plan
on Oral Health 2022–2030, includ-
ing oral cancers, which in 2020 were
among the top five most common
cancers, accounting for 7.4% of new
cancers. Five countries of the Region
– Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka and Thailand – now have in
place national cancer control plans,
which Maldives and Nepal are in the
process of finalizing. The Region is
currently on track to achieve the
WHO NCD Global Action Plan tar-

get of a 30% relative reduction in
tobacco use prevalence between
2010 and 2025.

On cervical cancer, the Region
is achieving rapid, life-saving
progress. Five Member States –
Bhutan, Maldives, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka and Thailand – have intro-
duced nation-wide HPV vaccina-
tion, which Bangladesh, India and
Timor-Leste are set to also intro-
duce. Indonesia has introduced
HPV vaccination in several
provinces, covering tens of millions
of girls. New evidence shows that a
single dose of HPV vaccine delivers
protection comparable to the 2-dose
schedule, which alongside addi-
tional cost reductions, should enable
countries to reach every woman and
girl.

To accelerate progress and
close the care gap, the Region has
several priorities. First, introduc-
ing and/or expanding HPV vacci-
nation in routine immunization to
prevent cervical cancer, covering at
least 90% of adolescent girls. At the
same time, the Region must con-
tinue to facilitate healthy lifestyles,
including by not just legislating but
enforcing key tobacco control
measures such as health warnings
and bans on tobacco advertising,
promotion and sponsorship, as
well as by raising taxes on tobac-
co products.  

Second, increasing capacity at
the primary health care (PHC)
level to detect cancers early, with
a focus on intensified health work-
force training, improved infra-
structure and resources, and
streamlined referral pathways for
prompt initiation of treatment. In
all countries, PHC physicians and
nurses must be equipped to pro-
vide palliative and end-of-life care
close to patients’ homes and fam-
ilies, within the community.

Third, rapidly – and systemat-
ically – advancing the capacity of
tertiary care facilities to provide
comprehensive diagnostic and
treatment services, which is criti-
cal to reduce cancer mortality.
Interventions should be aimed at

high-burden cancers with high
potential for cure. They must be
accessible to all. Existing PBCRs
should be improved, and where
appropriate, new registries estab-
lished, ensuring that policy mak-
ers can access good quality infor-
mation to plan, monitor and eval-
uate interventions, and adjust
accordingly.

Fourth, including cancer ser-
vices in risk pooling or pre-pay-
ment schemes and health benefit
packages. For this, national health
budgets should enhance the qual-
ity and accessibility of public sec-
tor services and strengthen finan-
cial protection, with a focus on
ending catastrophic health expen-
diture.

Action cannot and must not
wait. In the last two decades, the
world has made significant
progress in the science of cancer
control. However, much more
work is needed to close the care
gap, improve cancer survival, and
accelerate towards the NCD 2025
and Sustainable Development Goal
targets 2030. On World Cancer
Day, WHO reiterates its commit-
ment to support all countries of the
Region to prevent, detect, treat and
control cancer, ensuring equitable
access to quality cancer services for
everyone, everywhere.

Breast cancer
Early detection key

... Rural women caught unaware

WHO Roadmap on breast 
cancer launched recently
recommends:
l Countries to focus on breast

cancer early-detection pro-
grammes so that at least 60%
of the breast cancers are diag-
nosed and treated as early-
stage disease.

l Diagnosing breast cancer
within 60 days of initial pre-
sentation can improve breast
cancer outcomes. Treatment
should start within three
months of the first presenta-
tion.

l Managing breast cancer so
that at least 80% of patients
complete their recommended
treatment.

DR PPOONAM KKHETRAPAL SSINGH
WHO Regional Director for South-East Asia

CANCER: Close the care gap

“Evidence points out that early detection

and treatment can improve breast cancer

survival rates. For rural Indian women, the

lack of a mammogram and breast

examination by an experienced clinician

makes BSE the only feasible screening

method available. The poor awareness and

practice of BSE could lead to delayed

diagnosis and adversely affect the outcome

of breast cancer. However, there are

several socio-cultural barriers that continue

to exist in Indian society such as negative

attitude to BSE, poor health-seeking

behaviour and lack of priority to the health

of women as they reach the end of their

child-bearing years.”
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P
akistan’s Peshawar was once
known as “the city of
flowers,” surrounded by
orchards of pear, quince and
pomegranate trees. It was a

trading city, situated at the gates of a
key mountain valley connecting South
and Central Asia.

But for the past four decades, it has
borne the brunt of rising militancy in
the region, fueled by the conflicts in
neighboring Afghanistan and the
geopolitical games of great powers.

On Tuesday, the city with a
population of about 2 million was
reeling after one of Pakistan’s most
devastating militant attacks in years. A
day earlier, a suicide bomber unleashed
a blast in a mosque inside the city’s
main police compound, killing at least
101 people and wounding at least 225,
mostly police.

Analysts say the carnage is the
legacy of decades of flawed policies by
Pakistan and the United States.

“What you sow, so shall you reap,”
said Abdullah Khan, a senior security
analyst.

Peshawar was a peaceful place, he
said, until the early 1980s when
Pakistan’s then-dictator Ziaul Haq
decided to become part of
Washington's cold war with Moscow,
joining the fight against the 1979
Soviet invasion of neighboring
Afghanistan.

Peshawar — less than 30
kilometers (20 miles) from the Afghan
border — became the center where the
American CIA and Pakistani military
helped train, arm and fund the Afghan
mujahedeen fighting the Soviets. The
city was flooded by weapons and
fighters, many of them hard-line
Islamic militants, as well as with
hundreds of thousands of Afghan
refugees.

Arab militants were also drawn
there by the fight against the Soviets,
including the scion of a wealthy Saudi
family, Osama bin Laden. It was in
Peshawar that bin Laden founded al-
Qaida in the late 1980s, joining forces
with veteran Egyptian militant Ayman
al-Zawahri.

The Soviets finally withdrew in
defeat from Afghanistan in 1989. But
the legacy of militancy and armed
resistance that the U.S. and Pakistan
fueled against them remained.

“After the Russian withdrawal from
Afghanistan in 1980s, Americans
abandoned mujahedeen, Americans
even abandoned us, and since then we
are paying a price for it,” said
Mahmood Shah, a former Pakistani
army brigadier and a senior security
analyst.

The mujahedeen plunged
Afghanistan into civil war in a bloody
fight for power. Meanwhile, in
Peshawar and another Pakistani city,
Quetta, the Afghan Taliban began to
organize, with backing from the
Pakistani government. Eventually, the
Taliban took power in Afghanistan in
the late 1990s, ruling until they were
ousted by the 2001 American-led
invasion following al-Qaida’s 9/11
attacks in the U.S.

During the nearly 20-year U.S. war
against the Taliban insurgency in
Afghanistan, militant groups
blossomed in the tribal regions of
Pakistan along the border and around
Peshawar. Like the Taliban, they found
root among the ethnic Pashtuns who
make up a majority in the region and
in the city.

Some groups were encouraged by
the Pakistani intelligence agencies. But
others turned their guns against the
government, angered by heavy security
crackdowns and by frequent U.S.
airstrikes in the border region targeting
al-Qaida and other militants.

Chief among the anti-government
groups was the Pakistani Taliban, or
Tahreek-e Taliban-Pakistani, or TTP. In
the late 2000s and early 2010s, it waged
a brutal campaign of violence around
the country. Peshawar was scene of one
of the bloodiest TTP attacks in 2014,
on an army-run public school that
killed nearly 150 people, most of them
schoolboys.

Peshawar’s location has for
centuries made it a key juncture
between Central Asia and the Indian
subcontinent. One of the oldest cities

in Asia, it stands at the entrance to the
Khyber Pass, the main route between
the two regions. That was a source of
its prosperity in trade and put it on the
path of armies going both directions,
from Moghul emperors to British
imperialists.

A heavy military offensive largely
put down the TTP for several years and
the government and the militants
eventually reached an uneasy truce.
Peshawar came under heavy security
control, with checkpoints dotting the
main roads, and a heavy presence of
police and paramilitary troops.

TTP attacks, however, have grown
once more since the Afghan Taliban
returned to power in Kabul in August
2021 amid the U.S. and NATO
withdrawal from that country. The
Pakistani Taliban are distinct from but
allied to the Afghan group, and
Pakistani officials regularly accuse the
Afghan Taliban of giving the TTP free
rein to operate from Afghan territory.

On Wednesday, several police
officers joined a peace march
organized by the members of civil
society groups in Peshawar,
denouncing militant attacks and
demanding peace in the country. Police
said they made some arrest in
connection with Monday's mosque
bombing but did not provide details.

Ahead of Monday’s suicide
bombing, Peshawar had seen
increasing small-scale attacks targeting
police. In another spillover from
Afghanistan’s conflict, the regional
affiliate of the Islamic State group
attacked Peshawar’s main Shiite
mosque in March 2022, killing more
than 60 people.

Shah, the former officer, warned that
more TTP attacks could follow and said
that Pakistan needs to engage the
Afghan Taliban and pressure them to
either evict the TTP or ensure it doesn’t
launch attacks from Afghan territory.

“If we are to have peace in
Pakistan, we should talk to TTP from
the position of strength with help from
the Afghan Taliban,” he said. “This is
the best and viable solution to avoid
more violence.”                             (AP)

Peshawar was a peaceful place until the early 1980s when Pakistan’s then-dictator Ziaul Haq decided to

become part of Washington's cold war with Moscow, joining the fight against the 1979 Soviet invasion of

neighboring Afghanistan. Write RIAZ KHAN and MUNIR AHMED

THE CITY OF FLOWERS NOW
AN EPICENTER OF VIOLENCE

“I never thought
being famous would
be wonderful, but my
limited exposure to
celebrity has shown

me the dark side
big-time”

—Marianne
Williamson

Pakistan has decided to seek the
intervention of Taliban supreme

leader Mullah Haibatullah
Akhundzada to control the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
terror group, according to official
sources.

During an Apex Committee
meeting in Peshawar, the civil and
military leadership held the banned
TTP responsible for the carnage in
the city this week, and decided to
take up the matter with the interim
Afghan government at the highest
level, with a clear message that
Pakistan would no longer tolerate
cross-border terrorism, The
Express Tribune reported.

Although the TTP has denied
its involvement in Monday's suicide
blast at a mosque in the Peshawar
Police Lines, a briefing given to the
Apex Committee suggested that the
banned outfit was indeed the mas-
termind of the attack.

The meeting at the Governor
House in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) capital was held in the wake
of a deadly terrorist attack in the
Police Lines in which more than
100 people, mostly policemen, were
killed.

The meeting was presided over
by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

The participants of the meeting
included Army chief Gen Syed
Asim Munir, DG ISI Lt-Gen
Nadeem Anjum, Peshawar Corps
Commander, DGMO and other
military officials as well as senior
cabinet members, chief ministers of
the four provinces, Gilgilt-Baltistan
and Azad Jammu and Kashmir.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) was invited to the all-impor-

tant meeting but it did not attend.
The marathon meeting dis-

cussed how the suicide bomber
managed to enter the high security
zone, who the perpetrator was and
how the government would
respond to the renewed threat
posed by the TTP.

The meeting was informed that
the TTP, indeed, carried out the
attack but because of fear of back-
lash from the Afghan Taliban, it
did not own it, publicly.

Insiders told The Express
Tribune that Pakistan would seek
the intervention of Akhundzada to
control the banned terror outfit.

The meeting noted that despite
the resurgence of terrorism in the
country, terrorists did not hold any
specific area, therefore there was no
need for a full-scale military opera-
tions.

Instead, according to Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah, the intel-
ligence-based operations would
continue.                              (IANS)

Pakistan reaches out
to Taliban supremo

DURING THE NEARLY
20-YEAR U.S. WAR

AGAINST THE TALIBAN
INSURGENCY IN

AFGHANISTAN,
MILITANT GROUPS

BLOSSOMED IN THE
TRIBAL REGIONS OF

PAKISTAN ALONG THE
BORDER AND AROUND
PESHAWAR. LIKE THE

TALIBAN, THEY FOUND
ROOT AMONG THE

ETHNIC PASHTUNS WHO
MAKE UP A MAJORITY
IN THE REGION AND IN

THE CITY. SOME
GROUPS WERE

ENCOURAGED BY THE
PAKISTANI

INTELLIGENCE
AGENCIES. BUT OTHERS

TURNED THEIR GUNS
AGAINST THE

GOVERNMENT,
ANGERED BY HEAVY

SECURITY
CRACKDOWNS AND BY

FREQUENT U.S.
AIRSTRIKES IN THE

BORDER REGION
TARGETING AL-QAIDA

AND OTHER MILITANTS
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MAKHAN SSAIKIA

PERSPECTIVE

The Yemenis are
killing the
Yemenis by
taking global
support for arms
and ammunition
from
warmongering
nations. And at
the same time,
the regional
warring parties
like Saudi
Arabia, the UAE
and the rival
Iran are
bleeding their
own coffers
simply to 
re-establish
their superiority
in West Asia

The 2023-24 Budget has
proved all pundits wrong as

they had predicted it to be a
political Budget before the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. The
last full-fledged Budget before
the general elections is not
populist on any parameter. It
takes confidence and commit-
ment to stick to the funda-
mentals of prudent fiscal man-
agement, when it makes com-
plete sense to go all-out polit-
ical. This attribute which was
also visible during the handling
of the Covid-19 crisis will keep
the economy resilient.

The highlight of the
Budget has to be the increased
allocation for capital expendi-
ture, which was hiked by 33 per
cent to Rs 10 lakh crore and the
total capex is expected to be
around 13 lakh crore. After two
consecutive years of blistering
growth in Government capex,
there was an expectation that
the Centre would step off the
accelerator and make more
direct cash transfers under
various social sector schemes.
The increase in capex under
this context is indeed a pleas-
ant surprise.

The Budget continues to
focus on the smooth func-
tioning of the economy. Capital
allocation for collateral-free
lending to the micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSME)
sector has been increased to Rs
9,000 crore. This will lead to an
incremental lending of Rs 2
lakh crore to this sector.
Customs duties have been
reduced on a number of com-
modities to make manufactur-
ing in India more competitive,
with raw material availability at
lower costs. These steps,
together with the continued
work on the ease-of-doing-
business, will help the micro,
small and medium enterprise
sector in a major way.

Relief in personal income
tax was widely demanded and
the Budget has lived up to the
expectation of the taxpayers.
An individual can now earn up
to Rs 7 lakh per annum and not
pay any income tax. This is a
40 per cent increase over the
current exemption limit of Rs
5 lakh per annum and has led
to considerable rejoicing in
the middle class. The relief has
also been extended with peo-
ple with very high levels of
income. The surcharge on
income above Rs 5 crore per
annum has also been reduced
and the highest marginal rate
of taxation will come down
from 42.75 per cent to 39 per
cent. The Government has
thus shown that it is not afraid
to provide relief even to the
rich if it believed that the rate
was too high and political con-
siderations did not come in the
way.

This year’s Budget is also a
document for the future. The
Government has listed seven
priorities that will guide poli-
cy making on the road to
2047. These have elements of
green growth and energy tran-
sition while not losing sight of
inclusive development and
reaching the last mile. The
focus and commitment to sus-
tainable growth can be seen
from schemes like Mishti, for
Mangrove plantation, along
the coastline and Amrit
Dharohar, for preserving bio-
diversity in wetlands.
Scrapping of old vehicles also
finds a detailed mention in the
Budget. Establishing a centre of
excellence for Artificial
Intelligence (AI) shows that the
Budget has ambition. The Skill
India scheme will, henceforth,
include AI, robotics, 3D print-
ing and so on. The
Government plans to set up
100 labs for the development of

5G services.
The Government’s support

to the agricultural sector and its
commitment to the rural econ-
omy are evident from the set-
ting up of the Agriculture
Accelerator Fund and the mil-
let development programme.
Schemes such as GOBARdhan
yojana and facilitating natural
farming are a case in point. The
target for credit to the agricul-
ture sector has been fixed at Rs
20 lakh crore. It will ensure that
the agriculture sector continues
to grow at a healthy rate.

A major achievement has
been the management of fiscal
affairs. Several challenges on
the macroeconomic front that
stemmed from external factors,
and were unseen at the time of
the presentation of the Budget
last year, unfolded as the year
rolled by. The actual expendi-
ture on food and fertiliser sub-
sidy for the current year is
much more than what was ini-
tially budgeted, while the excise
tax collected dipped due to
excise duty cut on petrol and
diesel by the Central
Government. Despite this, the
Narendra Modi Government
has managed to achieve the
budgeted target of 6.4 per cent
for fiscal deficit for the year
2022-23. The fiscal deficit tar-
get for the coming financial
year has been put at 5.9 per
cent of GDP. Thus, the march
on the path of fiscal consoli-
dation continues and while
there is an absence of a glide
path, the Government has
committed to bringing it down
to the range of 4.5 per cent by
the year 2025-26.

A Budget that is not
swayed by considerations of
politics shows the maturity of
the Government and the con-
fidence it has in the ability of
Indian voters’ judgement to
reward performance over

rhetoric. This Budget is, there-
fore, a historic document and
shows the nature of changing
politics unleashed by the Modi
Government. This Budget will
ensure that the fundamentals of
the economy remain solid and
the next Government will be
able to build upon it. 

(The writer is a Supreme
Court advocate)

The last full Budget before
the 2024 general elections

is not only an exercise in futil-
ity but is also tone-deaf to the
realities of the society and
India’s neighbourhood. Like
always, the Government cheer-
leaders claim that the Budget is
historic, but if one looks
beyond the surfeit of terms like
Amrit kaal, Shri Anna,
Karmayogi, etc, one finds that
it is neither for the masses nor
for long-term growth potential
of the economy.

The biggest failure is the
refusal of the Government to
increase defence expenditure in
any meaningful manner. For
the first time in decades India’s
defence allocations have
dropped below two per cent of
the nominal GDP. The growth
in defence expenditure has
even failed to keep pace with
the rise in nominal GDP. The
capital expenditure for defence
has seen a very small increase
from Rs 1,50,000 crore (RE) in
2022-23 to Rs 1,62,000 (BE) for
2023-24. For a Government

that loves to claim its nation-
alist credentials at the drop of
a hat, it is not surprising at all
that the subject of defence was
not mentioned in the Budget
speech of the Finance Minister
at all. The UPA Government
under the Congress devoted
more than 2 per cent of the
GDP to defence and the BJP at
that time used to shout that the
allocation was not adequate
and it will increase defence
allocation when it came to
power. 

It must also be reminded
that the India-China border
was largely peaceful during
that period and now that the
possibility of a border clash
between the two countries is a
real possibility, the defence
sector has been given a short
shrift. It is also very likely that
the subject of defence was not
mentioned in the Budget so
that it does not antagonise
China and if that’s the case then
it’s indeed shameful.

A lot of noise is being
made by the Government on
its target to reduce the fiscal
deficit to 5.9 per cent of GDP
next year. If one looks beyond
the headlines, one can easily
see that the fertilizer subsidy in
the coming year will come
down drastically as the global
prices, which had spiked after
the start of the Russia-Ukraine
war, have cooled down.
Moreover, the Government
has also stopped the free food
grain distribution that it had
started in the wake of Covid-
19 pandemic and therefore
the food subsidy will also come
down. The planned reduction
on the fiscal deficit therefore is
not a result of sound fiscal
management by the
Government but is a result of
factors beyond its control.

Another aspect of the
Budget is that the numbers pre-

sented are not honest. While
the budgeted increase in capi-
tal expenditure is hogging the
limelight, revenue expenditure
has not been subjected to the
scrutiny it deserves. The bud-
get for 2023-24 has projected
only a marginal increase in rev-
enue expenditure over the
revised estimate for the current
year. In fact, if the interest
payment is subtracted from the
revenue expenditure, the
amount is lower than revised
estimates for the current year.
This is clearly unrealistic and
it is very likely that the actual
revenue expenditure will
exceed the Budget estimates.
Moreover, it does not take
much to puncture the claim of
the Government on achieving
very high Central Government
capital expenditure as a per-
centage of GDP. The
Government in its last 10 year
period has raided the retained
earnings of the public sector
enterprises as a result of which
the capital expenditure by PSUs
has come down.

The Government’s only
objective seems to win praise
from business newspapers and
industry bodies. These people
dominate any post budget dis-
cussion and the concerns of
rural and the poor masses are
always relegated to the back-
ground. The allocation to
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
scheme (MNREGA) has been
reduced dramatically and the
overall allocation to rural areas
has come down. The
Government likes to pretend
that the country has fully
recovered from the economic
effects of Covid-19 but that is
far from the truth. There is still
widespread suffering in the
rural areas and the Budget
should have made increased
allocation for the rural sector. 

Unemployment is the
biggest challenge facing our
country but the Budget has
nothing substantial for it. It
seems that the youth will have
no future to look forward to
under the Modi Government.
There was a lot of discussion
on tourism in the Budget. It
was projected as a magic pill to
address the issue of unem-
ployment in the country.
However if one looks at the
total allocation to the sector, it
remains unchanged from what
was allocated to it in the 2022-
23 at Rs 2,300 crore.

The Budget is an all-round
failure because it fails to pri-
oritise its spending to areas that
deserve urgent and continued
attention of the Government. It
criminally ignores 90 per cent
of India’s population and
Indian voters will pay back in
the coming State elections and
the general election in the
coming year.  

(The writer is spokesperson,
Uttarakhand Congress
Committee)

The Yemen crisis continues. It has
completed eight years. The coun-

try’s internal political factions and
Saudi-led military intervention have
spawned the catastrophe. The
intractable civil war initially has
gradually transformed into a full-
blown tragedy leading to the deaths
of millions, especially children and
women. And it has added more
numbers to the international refugee
crisis.

The real tragedy lies in blatant
violation of all universal norms set
by the UN and prescribed by the
international humanitarian laws.
The rules and principles of the glob-
al humanitarian framework provide
full protection to all civilians and oth-
ers who are not participating in the
war. In fact, all sets of international
humanitarian law demands and
normally ensures from the conflict-
ing groups the greatest possible
measures to reduce human suffering
during the conduct of fighting.
Therefore, these laws clearly distin-
guish between military objectives
and civilian objectives. The final
objective is to minimise harm to civil
society. What has been observed in
Yemen is flouting all humanitarian
restrictions while pursuing military
objectives. It has led to dispropor-
tionate attacks over civilian targets.
Thus, many civil society organisa-
tions and global human right agen-
cies are claiming that indiscriminate
and disproportionate attacks carried
out by the warring parties in Yemen
are akin to war crimes.

As long as there have been con-
flicts and wars, attempts have been
made by international jurists and
other experts to define "war crimes".
However, only by the 20th century,
the very concept of war crime was
defined in the legal sense of the term.
According to the UN, a war crime is
a serious breach of international law
committed against civilians or enemy
combatants during an international
or domestic armed conflict. So to
have a war crime, there must be an
armed conflict. An armed conflict,
international or non-international or

involving an armed international
group is a prerequisite to war crimes
and grave breaches (Gary D Solis
2018). In contrast to genocide and
crimes against humanity, war crimes
have to take place in the context of
armed conflict.

Further the meaning of war
crimes is clarified in four Geneva
Conventions of 1949. Article 147 of
the fourth Geneva Convention
defines war crimes as "wilful killing,
torture or inhuman treatment,
including… wilfully causing great
suffering or serious injury to body or
health, unlawful deportation or
transfer or unlawful confinement of
a protected person…taking of
hostages and extensive destruction
and appropriation of property, not
justified by military necessity and
carried out unlawfully and wanton-
ly". So the war crime as per this land-

mark article has been recorded in
many corners of the world. The
International Criminal Court estab-
lished by the Rome Statute is the first
international criminal court when it
first started in the year 2002 with 123
member nations. This court has the
authority to prosecute individuals -
heads of state, military members and
others - under three broad frame-
works of international criminal acts:
crime against humanity, war crimes
and genocide. Again, the three main
pillars of humanitarian law are the
principles of distinction, propor-
tionality and precaution. And if any
one of these is violated, it could be
established that a war crime has been
committed.

Now the reality in Yemen is
grim. In the year 2019, the UN
Human Rights Commission
(UNHRC) released a devastating

report on Yemen. The report was
prepared by a panel of independent
experts empowered by the UNHRC
to find out violations of human rights
in Yemen during this war. The
report clearly established the fact that
though it was ostensibly a civil war,
the outside powers are both direct
and indirect belligerents and are
responsible for war crimes. And here
the main lead is taken by Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). The report found a litany of
crimes committed by the Saudi-led
coalition that has targeted civilian
sites a number of times. The report
strongly suggested that Saudi
Arabia’s western backers, including
the US, the UK and France, bear
responsibility for war crimes. These
global powers are consistently sup-
plying arms and ammunition to
Saudi Arabia for carrying out the war

in Yemen. However, the US has also
offered technical assistance to Saudi
Arabian forces while conducting
massive bombing raids over enemy
targets all across Yemen.

Yemen, a small nation located in
the Arabian Peninsula has become a
permanent war theatre today. The
country has turned out to be a griev-
ous site of human suffering partic-
ularly of children, women and age-
ing population. All global gover-
nance institutions, including the
UN, except delivering peace sermons
and urges, have simply become mute
spectators, failing to stop the human
carnage. And sadly, it is led indirectly
by the world’s most powerful nation,
the US, on one side and the Islamic
Republic of Iran by supporting
Houthi Rebels on the other side.
Who will be stopping them?
Probably, no one until they withdraw
on their own from the war field. And
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, popularly
known as MBS globally, simply
wants to showcase his prowess by
demolishing the Iran-backed rebels
which are unstoppable for now. At
home, MBS remains popular for his
innovative strategies to recast the
regimes economic and techno
visions, but internationally he has
been unable to shake off the veil of
suspicion for his alleged role in the
murder of Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi in Turkey in the year
2018. He is finding it too difficult
either to withdraw or to outrightly
declare his country as the winner of
the Yemen War.

It is well known that the Saudis
did not start the conflict. It is the
Houthis who did it by marching to
the historic capital city of Sanaa and
overthrew the legitimate Yemeni
Government in late 2014.
Nevertheless, the conflict has its roots
in the Arab Spring of 2011. Then an
uprising of the public forced the
country’s long-time authoritarian
President Ali Abdullah Saleh to
hand over power to his Deputy
Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi. The
transition, as expected by interna-

tional political analysts, was sup-
posed to bring peace and stability to
Yemen, one of the poorest nations in
the West Asian region. 

However, unfortunately Hadi
had to subsequently handle mili-
tancy, Islamic jihadists, military offi-
cers having continued loyalty to
former President Saleh and most
importantly an economic downturn
propelled by massive corruption
charges.

When the Houthi Shi rebels
took over the capital city of Sanaa,
President Hadi had to flee and the
real existential crisis of the legitimate
government of Iran began. Again, the
conflict took a turn of a regional war
in March 2015, when Saudi Arabia
and eight other, mostly Sunni Arab
nations, backed by the US, France,
and the UK began strikes against the
Houthis to restore the Hadi
Government in Yemen. This has
given the war an international angle
too and the Islamic Republic of Iran
openly supported the Houthi rebels.
In fact, the Saudis are seriously con-
cerned about the continued success
and rampage of the Houthi militants
as it would open a stronghold for its
rival Iran in its southern backyard for
future.

Truly, there has been disaster for
everyone whosoever has been
involved in the war. But for the most
part, it is no other than Yemen’s
impoverished and malnourished
population who have become the
central target of the war. The
Yemenis are killing the Yemenis by
taking global support for arms and
ammunition from warmongering
nations. And at the same time, the
regional warring parties like Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and the rival Iran
are bleeding their own coffers sim-
ply to re-establish their superiority
in West Asia. And the final sufferers
are no other than the ordinary
Yemenis. It’s time to stop this war
crime. Enough is enough.

(The writer is the Head of the
Department of Arts and Humanities
at Geeta University, Panipat)

Yemenis’ wait for war crimes justice lingers 

Budget ignores 90% 
of India’s population

Assault rifles and missiles seized by the French Navy lay on the deck of a ship at an undisclosed location on Wednesday. French naval forces in
January seized thousands of assault rifles, machine guns and anti-tank missiles in the Gulf of Oman coming from Iran heading to Yemen’s Houthi
rebels, officials said on Thursday, the latest such interdiction amid West Asian nation’s long-running war AP
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Budget ensures economy’s
fundamentals remain solid



Why COVID-19 kills more
men than women decoded
S

cientists have found new evidence that may
explain why men are more susceptible to
severe infections of the SARS-CoV-2 virus,

with increased death rates.
The research, published in the International

Journal of Molecular Sciences, indicates males
fare worse than females with the COVID-19 dis-
ease because the virus more readily attacks
females' fat tissue, in lieu of lung tissue.

"Our data suggested that in female mice adi-
pose tissue may act as a sink/reservoir for SARS-
CoV-2 and thus spares the lungs from a greater
viral load, preventing pulmonary damage due
to infiltrated immune cells and activated pro-
inflammatory cytokines," said Jyothi
Nagajyothi, from the Hackensack Meridian
Center for Discovery and Innovation (CDI),
US.

The researchers evaluated the effect of
SARS-CoV-2 infection on the function of
adipose (fat) tissue and the impact of disease
on fat loss in a COVID-19 model.

They examined hACE2 mice of both
sexes and performed a comparative analy-
sis. The hACE2 serves as an entry recep-
tor for SARS-CoV-2 to infect people via
binding to envelope spike proteins.

The Nagajyothi Lab's mouse models,
mimicking the human immune system,
showed that females lost more fat com-
pared to males when infected with
COVID-19.

The study found that males had
more virus in their lungs, while the
females showed more virus in

their fat tissue.
The theory is that the adi-

pose (fat) tissue in females
may act as a "sink" or "reser-

voir" of the virus, the
researchers said.

The study follows a paper published last year in the
journal Frontiers in Cardiovascular Medicine in which
the team showed the virus infiltrated the lungs of males
much more readily than it did in females.

The latest paper shows that an inverse relationship
exists between the viral loads in the lungs and adipose
tissue, and it differs between males and females, the
researchers said.

They found that SARS-CoV-2 infection alters immune
signalling and cell death signalling differently in COVID-
19 infected male and female mice.

"These data may help explain the higher COVID-19
susceptibility in males compared to females," the authors
of the study added.

scopekaleid backpage 
 VIJAYAWADA | SUNDAY | FEBRUARY 5, 2023

R
esearchers have leveraged arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) technol-
ogy to identify genes critical to

a cancer cell's survival, and could
help deliver personalised cancer
patient treatments, according to a
new study.

They analysed different types of
cancer cells to understand different
gene dependencies for identifying the
genes, the study said.

Researchers at the University of
Sussex, UK, have done this by devel-
oping a prediction algorithm that
works out which genes are essential
in the cell, by analysing the genetic
changes in the tumour. This can be
used to identify actionable targets
that in time could guide oncologists
to personalise cancer patient treat-
ments, the study said.

"Our vision is to take advantage of
the decreasing cost of DNA sequenc-
ing and to harness the power of AI to
understand cancer cell differences and
what they mean for the individual
patient's treatment.

"Through our research, we were
able to identify cell-specific gene
dependencies using only the DNA
sequence and RNA levels in that cell,
which are easily and cheaply obtain-
able from tumour biopsy samples,"
said Dr Frances Pearl, Senior Lecturer
in Bioinformatics at the University of
Sussex.

"This is an incredibly exciting step
in our research which means that we
can now work to improve the technol-
ogy so that it can be offered to oncol-
ogists and help in the treatment path-
ways for their patients," said Pearl.

Cancer treatments are primarily
prescribed on the basis of the location
and type of cancer.

Genetic differences in tumours
can make standard cancer treatments
ineffective.

Using a personalised approach to
guide treatment could improve life
expectancy, quality of life and reduce
unnecessary side effects of cancer
patients, the study said.

In each cell, there are around
20,000 genes that contain the infor-
mation needed to make proteins.

Around 1,000 of those genes are
essential, meaning they are required
for the cell to survive.

When normal cells become cancer
cells, oncogenes, or genes with the
potential to cause cancer, become
activated and tumour suppressor

genes become inactivated, causing a
rewiring of the cell.

This causes the cell to become
dependent on a new set of genes
to survive, and this can then be
exploited to kill the cancer cells.

By using this new AI technol-
ogy to target protein products of
tumour-specific dependent
genes, cancer cells can be killed,
leaving the normal cells which
are not dependent on these
genes relatively unharmed,
the study said.

Although dependencies can
be determined using intensive
laboratory techniques, it is
costly and time consuming
and would not be feasible to
analyse all tumour samples in
this way, the study said.

PREDICTION ALGORITHM IDENTIFIES ONCOGENES IN CANCER CELLS

AI could help personalise
cancer treatments 

A
massive white orb sweeping across US air-
space has triggered a diplomatic maelstrom
and is blowing up on social media.

China insists it's just an errant civilian airship
used mainly for meteorological research that went
off course due to winds. With only limited "self-
steering" capabilities.

However, the US says it's a Chinese spy balloon
without a doubt. And its presence prompted
Secretary of State Antony Blinken to cancel a
weekend trip to China that was aimed at dialing
down tensions that were already high between the
countries.

The Pentagon says the balloon, which is car-
rying sensors and surveillance equipment, is
maneuverable and has shown it can change course.
It has loitered over sensitive areas of Montana
where nuclear warheads are siloed, prompting the
military to take actions to prevent it from collect-
ing intelligence.

A Pentagon spokesman said it could remain
aloft over the U.S. for "a few days," extending
uncertainty about where it will go or if the US will
try to safely take it down.

A look at what's known about the balloon - and
what isn't.

The Pentagon and other U.S. officials say it's a
Chinese spy balloon - about the size of three
school buses - moving east over America at an alti-
tude of about 60,000 feet (18,600 meters). The US
says it was being used for surveillance and intel-

ligence collection, but officials have provided few
details.

US officials says the Biden administration was
aware of it even before it crossed into American
airspace in Alaska early this week. A number of
officials spoke on condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the sensitive topic.

The White House said that President Joe
Biden was first briefed on the balloon on
Tuesday. And the State Department
said Blinken and Deputy Secretary
Wendy Sherman spoke with
China's senior Washington-
based official on Wednesday
evening about the matter.

In the first public
U.S. statement, Brig.
Gen. Pat Ryder,
Pentagon press secre-
tary, said Thursday
evening that the balloon
was not a military or physical
threat - an acknowledgement
that it was not carrying weapons.
And he said that "once the balloon was
detected, the U.S. government acted
immediately to protect against the collection
of sensitive information."

Even if it's not armed, the balloon poses a risk
to the U.S., says retired Army Gen. John Ferrari,
a visiting fellow at the American Enterprise

Institute. The flight itself, he said, can be used to
test America's ability to detect incoming threats
and to find holes in the country's air defense warn-
ing system. It may also allow the Chinese to sense
electromagnetic emissions that higher-altitude

satellites can't detect, such as low-power radio
frequencies that could help them understand

how different U.S. weapons systems com-
municate.

He also said the Chinese may have
sent the balloon "to show us that

they can do it, and maybe next
time it could have a weapon.

So now we have to spend
money and time on it"

developing defenses.

LET IT FLY?

SHOOT IT DOWN?

According to senior
administration officials,

President Joe Biden initially
wanted to shoot the balloon down.

And some members of Congress have
echoed that sentiment.
But top Pentagon leaders strongly

advised Biden against that move because of
risks to the safety of people on the ground, and

Biden agreed.
One official said the sensor package the balloon

is carrying
weighs as much
as 1,000
pounds. And
the balloon is
large enough
and high
enough in the
air that the
potential debris
field could
stretch for
miles, with no
control over
where it would
eventually land.

For now, offi-
cials said the U.S.
will monitor it,
using "a variety of
methods" including
aircraft. The
Pentagon also has said
the balloon isn't a mil-
itary threat and doesn't
give China any surveil-
lance capabilities it doesn't
already have with spy satellites.

But the U.S. is keeping its
options open and will continue to
monitor the flight.

China balloon: Spy in the sky?
C

hina's Foreign Ministry said
Friday that a balloon the U.S. sus-
pects of conducting surveillance

was a civilian "airship" used for research,
mainly meteorological purposes.

The statement said the airship has lim-
ited steering capability and "deviated far
from its planned course" because of
winds.

It said China regrets the unintended
entry of the airship into U.S. airspace.

The U.S. was tracking a suspected
Chinese surveillance balloon spotted over
American airspace, and China said
Friday that it would look into those
reports, as the discovery further strained
already tense relations between Beijing
and Washington.

The Pentagon decided not to
shoot down the balloon, which was

potentially flying over sensitive
sites, because of concerns of

hurting people on the ground.
The news came as U.S.
Secretary of State Antony

Blinken was expected to
make his first trip to

Beijing this week-
end. The visit

has not

been formally announced, and it was not
immediately clear if the balloon's discov-
ery would affect his travel plans.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Mao Ning said she had no informa-
tion on the trip. But she said China has
"no intention of violating the territory and
airspace of any sovereign country" and
urged calm while the facts are established.

Blinken would be the highest-ranking
member of President Joe Biden's admin-
istration to visit China, on a mission to
mitigate a sharp downturn in relations
between the countries amid trade dis-
putes and concerns about Beijing's
increasingly aggressive stance toward
Taiwan and in the South China Sea.

A senior American defense official told
Pentagon reporters Thursday that the U.S.
has "very high confidence" that the
object spotted over U.S. airspace in
recent days was a Chinese high-altitude
balloon and that it was flying over sen-
sitive sites to collect information. One of
the places the balloon was spotted was
Montana, which is home to one of the
nation's three nuclear missile silo fields
at Malmstrom Air Force Base. The
official spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss sen-
sitive information.

Balloon is for research,
strayed accidently: China 

A
jury on Friday decided Elon
Musk didn't defraud investors
with his 2018 tweets about elec-

tric automaker Tesla in a proposed
deal that quickly unravelled and

raised questions about whether
the billionaire had misled

investors.
The nine-member jury

reached its verdict after
less that two hours of

deliberation follow-
ing a three-week

trial. It represents
a major vindi-

cation for
Musk, who

s p e n t
a b o u t

e i g ht

hours on the witness
stand defending his
motives for the
August 2018 tweets
at the centre of the
trial.

Musk, 51, wasn't on
hand for the brief read-
ing of the verdict but he
made a surprise appearance
earlier Friday for closing argu-
ments that drew starkly differ-
ent portraits of him.

Not long after the verdict came
down, Musk took to Twitter the bully pul-
pit he now owns to celebrate.

"Thank goodness, the wisdom of the peo-
ple has prevailed!" Musk tweeted.

Musk's decision to break away from his
other responsibilities to sit in on the clos-
ing arguments even though he didn't have

t o
b e

t h e r e
may have

had an impact
on the jurors, said

Michael Freedman, a former federal pros-
ecutor who is now in private practice work-
ing for a law firm that has represented
celebrities and business executives.

"It shows he has a presence," Freedman
said.

A
stronomers have discovered 12 new
moons around Jupiter, putting the total
count at a record-breaking 92.

That's more than any other planet in our solar
system. Saturn, the one-time leader, comes in
a close second with 83 confirmed moons.

The Jupiter moons were added recently to a
list kept by the International Astronomical
Union's Minor Planet Centre, said Scott
Sheppard of the Carnegie Institution, who was
part of the team.

They were discovered using telescopes in
Hawaii and Chile in 2021 and 2022, and
their orbits were confirmed with fol-
low-up observations.

These newest moons range in
size from 0.6 miles to 2 miles
(1 kilometer to 3 kilometers),
according to Sheppard.

"I hope we can image one
of these outer moons close-
up in the near future to bet-
ter determine their ori-
gins," he said in an email on
Friday.

In April, the European Space Agency is send-
ing a spacecraft to Jupiter to study the planet and
some of its biggest, icy moons. And next year,
NASA will launch the Europa Clipper to
explore Jupiter's moon of the same name,
which could harbor an ocean beneath its frozen
crust.

Sheppard who discovered a slew of moons
around Saturn a few years ago and has taken part
in 70 moon discoveries so far around Jupiter

expects to keep adding to the
lunar tally of both gas

giants.
Jupiter and
Saturn are

loaded with
s m a l l

m o o n s ,
believed to
be frag-
ments of
once big-
g e r
m o o n s
that col-

l i d e d
w i t h
o n e
another or
with comets
or asteroids,
Sheppard said.
The same goes for
Uranus and
Neptune, but they're so
distant that it makes
moon-spotting even hard-
er.

For the record, Uranus has
27 confirmed moons, Neptune
14, Mars two and Earth one.
Venus and Mercury come up
empty.

Jupiter's newly discovered moons
have yet to be named. Sheppard said only
half of them are big enough at least 1 mile
(1.5 kilometers) or so to warrant a name.

Jupiter's moon count jumps to 92, most in solar system Jury: Musk didn't defraud investors with
2018 Tesla tweets
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