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Continuing his campaign
against the  judiciary, Law

Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Tuesday said it was a "matter of
grave concern" that the
Supreme Court Collegium put
in public domain certain por-
tions of sensitive reports of the
Intelligence Bureau (IB) and
the Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW) while  reiterating
the apex court’s  recommen-
dation for elevation of five
advocates as High Court
Judges.Addressing a press con-
ference at his Ministry’s func-
tion on e-courts, Rijiju said
Intelligence agency officials
work in a secret manner for the
nation, and they would "think
twice" in future if their reports
are made public, and making
their reports public “will have
an implication.” 

"Putting the sensitive or
secret reports of the RAW and

IB in public domain is a mat-
ter of grave concern on which
I will react at an appropriate
time. Today is not the appro-
priate time," Rijiju told
reporters amid a volley of ques-
tions in this regard. 

This is for the first time
that the Government has react-
ed to portions of these reports
that were put in public domain
by the Supreme Court

Collegiums. Asked whether he
would 'sensitise' Chief Justice of
India (CJI) DY Chandrachud
in this regard, the Law Minister
said he often meets the CJI.
"We are always in touch. He is
the head of the judiciary, and
I am the bridge between the
Government and the judiciary
so we have to work together.
You cannot work in isolation,"
he said. Rijiju also referred to

certain statements and tweets
by politicians and lawyers
slamming him for lowering
the dignity of the top court by
commenting on the Collegium.
He said while appointments are
an administrative issue, judicial
pronouncements are "totally
different."

"I am not commenting, or
nobody should make any kind
of comment when it is a judi-
cial order. Some people may say
that certain remarks are made
which compromise the inde-
pendence of the judiciary. So let
us be very clear. When we are
talking about the appointment
process — this is an adminis-
trative matter. This has nothing
to do with judicial order or pro-
nouncement," he said.  

Meanwhile, noted lawyer
and former Law Minister Kapil
Sibal condemned Rijiju’s
speech on Monday in which
the Law Minister had said
that though judges are not
elected by people but they
should bear in mind that peo-
ple are watching their ver-
dicts in this age of social
media. “Are all your contro-
versial statements meant to
strengthen the judiciary? You
might believe it. We lawyers
don’t,” said Sibal. 

The Supreme Court
Collegium  on January 19,
reiterated its recommendation
for appointing five judges,
rejecting the intelligence agen-
cies reports against them. 
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Beating back boycott calls,
Shah Rukh Khan starrer

‘Pathaan’ is set for the biggest
opening for any Hindi film
with 4.19 lakh tickets sold till
Tuesday and 80 per cent occu-
pancy on day one, even for
early morning shows beginning
at 6 AM or 7 AM, say industry
insiders.

The film, which releases
across 5,000 screens on
Wednesday, could well signal a
happy 2023 for an industry

grappling with crippling loss-
es following the Covid pan-
demic and a string of box
office duds. The ticket surge is
being seen in multiplexes, sin-
gle screen theatres and also in
the South.

"The film is going to take
a historic start at the box office
with opening day collections of
�45 crore to �50 crore. The box
office revival will begin with
'Pathaan', especially looking at
its advance booking. This is

very rare. And tomorrow is a
working day," trade analyst
Taran Adarsh told PTI.

"This film is going to break
the advance booking of 'KGF
2 and will do a business of �45
crore to �50 crore," agreed
Rajendra Singh Jyala, chief
programming officer at mul-
tiplex chain INOX.

"We have 7 AM shows at
Inox and almost 80 per cent of
it is full. The early morning
shows are happening in cities

like Mumbai, Delhi, Pune,
Kolkata and a few others,"
Jyala told PTI.

The Yash Raj Films pro-
duction, which marks Shah
Rukh's return as a hero after
2018's ‘Zero’, will get a five-day
extended opening weekend as
it releases the day before
Republic Day.

The advances of ‘Pathaan’
have exceeded all expecta-
tion, added Kamal
Gianchandani, president of
the Multiplex Association of
India.

"It's a foregone conclu-
sion that tomorrow's opening
would be the biggest for any
Hindi film," he said.

There have been early
morning shows before but the
excitement for ‘Pathaan’ is
unprecedented with cinema
halls in various cities, includ-
ing Mumbai, Delhi, Noida
and Gurgaon, opening for a 6
AM or a 7 AM show, he said.
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The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) could not

elect its Mayor for the second
time on Tuesday as its pro-
ceedings were adjourned sine
die following a ruckus between
AAP and BJP Councillors. 

This was the second
attempt of the MCD to elect its
first single Mayor in 10 years

following the unification of its
three divisions last year. 

The House was adjourned
soon after members took oaths
amid sloganeering by both the
AAP and BJP Councillors. The
adjournment prompted
Councillors, 13 MLAs and
three Rajya Sabha MPs of the
AAP to sit on a "dharna" for
nearly four hours against the
BJP. 
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday tried to

douse yet another controversy
triggered by senior party leader
Digvijaya Singh who ques-
tioned  India’s  'surgical strikes'
against  Pakistan. The   BJP
accused the Congress of insult-
ing the armed forces in their
hatred of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Terming Digvijaya Singh’s
views `ridiculous’, Rahul said,
“The party completely dis-
agreed with his statement. The
Indian Army does not need to
prove anything. The Armed
Forces do their job excep-
tionally well." Rahul was talk-
ing to  reporters  enroute
Srinagar.

Singh on Monday had
accused the BJP Government
at the Centre of “spreading
lies” about surgical strikes.

“They (Centre) talk about
surgical strikes and that they
have killed so many of them
but there is no proof. All they
do is spread lies,” he said.

After his comments, the
BJP hit out at the Congress.
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India’s top wrestlers are
unhappy with the Union

Sports Ministry   for not con-
sulting them before forming
the oversight committee that
will probe molestation and
corruption charges against
Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI) president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, who is also a six-
time BJP MP from Uttar
Pradesh. 

Sports Minister Anurag
Thakur announced on
Monday that a five-member
oversight committee, headed
by legendary boxer M C Mary
Kom, will probe  the charges
against the WFI boss and also
manage the day-to-day affairs
of the Wrestling Federation of
India.
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has

imposed a penalty of �10 lakh
on Air India for not reporting
on time against two unruly pas-
sengers on a Paris-Delhi flight
(AI-142) of December 6, 2022. 

According to the DGCA,
apart from not reporting the
incident on time, the airline
also delayed referring the mat-
ter to its Internal Committee.
This is the second time in less
than a week that the DGCA
has taken enforcement action
against the airline in connec-
tion with unruly passenger
behaviour. 

Meanwhile Air India on
Tuesday said it has closed the
internal probe into the  urina-
tion case and will assist the
flight's Pilot-in-Command
with an appeal against the
suspension of his licence by
DGCA.
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Jammu: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday gave thumbs
down to the Centre's decision to virtually ban a BBC docu-
mentary on 2002 Gujarat riots titled 'India: The Modi
Question.'  The Government on Friday had directed social
media platforms Twitter and YouTube to block links to the doc-
umentary.  Responding to a question during the press confer-
ence in Jhajjar Kotli Gandhi said, "If you read our scriptures,
if you read the Bhagavad Gita or the Upanishads, you will see
that it is written in it that the truth cannot be hidden. The truth
always comes out."  
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Himachal CM calls
on Prime Minister

PNS n NEW DELHI / SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

on Tuesday called on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
New Delhi. It was described as
a courtesy call after becoming
the Chief Minister.

A statement, issued by the
Himachal government said
that besides discussing issues of
various development projects
under implementation in the
State, the Chief Minister also
requested liberal assistance
from the centre for giving a fil-
lip to the ongoing development
works. 

The Chief Minister assured
the Prime Minister that the
State government will effec-
tively implement the centrally
launched schemes, viz:

'Pradhanmantri Gati Shakti
Yojna which is aimed to revo-
lutionise infrastructure and
'Parvatmala Yojna for con-
struction of ropeways.  He
said that both these schemes
would immensely benefit the
people of the State, adding fur-
ther that connectivity and
infrastructure development
were one of the main focus
areas of the present govern-
ment besides generating
employment avenues for the
people.

Sukhu also honoured the
Prime Minister with a tradi-
tional memento, Himachali
Shawl and cap. The Prime
Minister congratulated him
on becoming the Chief
Minister of Himachal Pradesh
and assured of all possible
support to the state.

Sacred Heart bags second position at
national-level school band competition

PNS n CHANDIGARH

The city's Sacred Heart
Senior Secondary School,

Sector-26, has bagged the run-
ners-up position in the All-
India School Band competi-
tion, organized - for the first
time as a part of the Republic
Day celebrations - by the
Department of School
Education and Literacy of
Union Education Ministry, in
collaboration with the Defence
M i n i s t r y .
More than 300 schools partic-
ipated in the competition, and
only top eight schools, from
across the country, were select-
ed to perform at the National
War Memorial Complex in
the national capital, between
January 15 and 22. 

Sacred Heart's 25-member
Marching Band was led by
Captain Sehaj Kaushal, assist-
ed by vice-Captains Kanika

and Namya Garg. Performing
in the Brass Band, the Band's
precise symphonic and orches-
tral recital along with the visu-
al interpretation of the music
through the use of instru-
ments, drums, cymbals, and
sabres was a sight to behold.
Discipline, teamwork, and
absolute adherence to instruc-
tions upped the ante. Sacred
Heart Marching Band was
honoured with a runner-up
shield and certificates of appre-
ciation for their performance
which was a euphonious trib-
ute to the 'Bravehearts of The
Indian Army'. School principal
Sister Arti said that Sacred
Heart School Marching Band's
performance not only
endorsed the values of unity
and patriotism but also mani-
fested our Heartian legacy - 

that is, empowered girls
with enlightened and confident
minds. 

Himachal CM and Deputy CM greet people on
Statehood Day
Shimla: Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu and Deputy
Chief Minister Mukesh Agnihotri greeted the people of
Himachal Pradesh on its 53rd statehood day on Tuesday
Extending his warm wishes on the occasion, Sukhu said that
after a long struggle of around two decades, Himachal Pradesh
got full statehood on 25th January, 1971. He said that it was
possible only due to the constant efforts of people of the state
under the able leadership of first Chief Minister of the state
Dr. Y.S. Parmar and the benevolence of the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi who had special affection towards the state and
its people. Agnihotri said that the present state government
was committed to all-round development of the state.

Cong' 'Haath Se Haath Jodo' campaign to cover
3,226-gram panchayats in HP: Pratibha Singh
Shimla: The ruling Congress' 'Haath Se Haath Jodo' campaign
to be launched on January 26 would cover 7,881 polling booths
and 3,226 gram panchayats in Himachal, president of the
party's state unit Pratibha Singh said. Addressing media per-
sons here, she said copies of a letter written by Rahul Gandhi
highlighting the failures of the Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment at the Centre would be distributed to each household
during the two-month-long campaign. As some of the areas
would be under snow cover, we will launch the campaign there
in March, she said, adding that the Congress was compelled
to raise its voice through the ongoing 'Bharat Jodo Yatra' and
now, the 'Haath Se Haath Jodo' campaign as the voice of its
leaders was not being heard in Parliament. The Congress would
reach out to 10 lakh polling booths in six lakh villages and
2.5 lakh gram panchayats across the country during its 'Hath
Se Hath Jodo' campaign from January 26 to March 26, the party
said.

Govt should ensure confidentiality of PPP data:
Hooda
Chandigarh: Former Haryana chief minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda on Tuesday said the coalition government had
imposed Parivar Pehchan Patra and property ID on the peo-
ple to harass them and the confidentiality of the data collected
through it was not ensured. The State Government should
ensure the confidentiality of PPP data, there should be no polit-
ical use or misuse of data, he added.  Talking to journalists
in Chandigarh, Hooda said PPP and property ID will be closed
when the Congress government is formed. He alleged that the
government is weakening the Panchayati Raj system by enforc-
ing the e-tendering on sarpanches.

Parts of Punjab, Haryana receive light rain
Chandigarh:Parts of Punjab and Haryana received light rain
on Tuesday even as cold conditions persisted at many places
in the two states. The Met centre here said light rain occurred
in parts of the two states, including Chandigarh. However,
Bathinda in Punjab reeled under severe cold, recording a min-
imum temperature of 4 degrees Celsius. Gurdaspur record-
ed a minimum temperature of 5 degrees Celsius, Barnala 6.4
degrees, Faridkot 6.9 degrees, Amritsar 6.2 degrees, Ludhiana
7.4 degrees and Patiala 9.3 degrees. In Haryana, Sirsa was the
coldest place, recording a low of 5.5 degrees Celsius.
The night temperature in Hisar was recorded at 8.8 degrees
Celsius, Karnal 9.6 degrees, Rohtak 10.4 degrees and Bhiwani
9.1 degrees. Chandigarh recorded a low of 9.4 degrees Celsius.

Security tightened across Hry for Republic Day
Chandigarh: Haryana Police have beefed up security measures
across the state in the run-up to Republic day. All commis-
sioners and district superintendents of police have been direct-
ed to ensure elaborate security cover at all important venues
for celebrations and flag-hoisting on Thursday, Director
General of Police (DGP) PK Agrawal said. All roads leading
to celebration venues are being monitored with 'nakas' and
surprise checks. Additional forces have been deployed to deal
with any untoward incident, he said on Tuesday. ''Police offi-
cers have also been directed for making smooth traffic arrange-
ments during the Republic Day celebrations, particularly routes
leading to venues of functions,'' Agarwal said.  

Himachal CM meets Home Minister 
Shimla: Chief
Minister of
H i m a c h a l
P r a d e s h
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on
Tuesday called on
Union Home
Minister Amit
Shah at New
Delhi today. It
was described as a
courtesy call. This
is his first meeting
with the Union
Minister after
becoming the
Chief Minister.

Chandigarh district
court gets bomb
threat, turns out to
be hoax
PNS n CHANDIGARH

The bomb threat call which
was received by the

Chandigarh Police Tuesday
afternoon turned out to be a
hoax after no suspicious item
was found after a thorough
check of the district court
complex in Sector 43 here. ''An
unclaimed bag with a tiffin box
was found in the court com-
plex. 

There was no explosive,''
Assistant Superintendent of
Police Mridul said. The court
was evacuated and a thor-
ough search was launched, he
said, adding a tiffin box lying
abandoned was found. It
appears that during the evac-
uation process, someone might
have left it behind, the officer
said. According to police, the
police control room received
information that there might
be a bomb (inside the court
complex). After this, a massive
search operation was launched.
The court work remained sus-
pended for nearly three hours,
ASP Mridul said, adding
''everything is normal now''.

Earlier, the court complex
in Sector 43 was evacuated,
with the police asking all pre-
sent inside including the judges
and advocates to move out.
The area was cordoned off, and
bomb disposal and dog squads
were deployed at the site,
which lies next to the busy
interstate bus terminus.

While Chandigarh and its
surrounding areas are already
under tight vigil in view of the
Republic Day function on
Thursday, police also launched
a search operation at other vital
installations in the city includ-
ing the inter-state bus terminus
after the bomb threat. 

Prepare progressive plans to make Hry a fully
developed state by 2047: CM asks officials
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Tuesday said that all the depart-
ments should work on a com-
prehensive level by making
progressive plans in various
developmental areas; so that by
the year 2047, effective steps
can be taken towards making
Haryana a leading, modern,
self-reliant and fully devel-
oped state.

The Chief Minister was
presiding over the meeting
regarding learnings from the
second national conference of
Chief Secretaries here in
Chandigarh. 

Deputy Chief Minister
Dushyant Chautala, Home
Minister Anil Vij, Transport
Minister Mool Chand Sharma,
Agriculture Minister JP Dalal,
Local Urban Bodies Minister,
Dr Kamal Gupta, Development
and Panchayats Minister
Devender Singh Babli, Social
Justice and Empowerment
Minister Om Prakash Yadav,
Women and Child
Development Minister
Kamlesh Dhanda, Labour
Minister Anoop Dhanak,
Printing and Stationery
Minister Sandeep Singh were

also present during the meet-
ing.

During the meeting, a pre-
sentation was given by senior
officers on various topics
including an emphasis on effi-
cient, small and medium-scale
industries, infrastructure and
investment, reducing regulato-
ry compliance, GST, inclusive
human development, nutri-
tion and maternal, child and
adolescent health, women
empowerment, skill develop-
ment, expansion of skill ecosys-
tem, vocal for local, use of mil-
lets and global geographical
challenges.

Apart from this, Chief
Secretary Sanjeev Kaushal also

presented the summary report
of the virtual conference of
Chief Secretaries with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
January. 

A short film on the mini-
cluster scheme of the state was
also shown during the meeting.

Khattar said that every
department should prepare
such plans and review them
every month; besides imple-
menting them right up to the
grassroots for providing full
benefit to every person. He said
that a portal should be made
for the treatment of all types of
diseases for the citizens and it
should be linked with the
Parivar Pehchan Patra. Apart

from this, for providing loans
to poor youth, financial
schemes like Mudra, Standup,
etc should be linked to
Mukhyamantri Parivar
Antyodaya Utthan Yojana.

He said that the
Department of Environment
and Climate Change and
Commerce and Industry
should develop clusters at the
block level and focus on creat-
ing employment opportuni-
ties. 

“A plan should be pre-
pared to develop textile parks
and increase infrastructure in
them. Apart from this, the
electronic manufacturing clus-
ter will be promoted in the
state,” he added. He said that
the auto appeal system and
grievance redressal system of
the state government has been
considered better by the central
government.

Chief Principal Secretary to
Chief Minister DS Dhesi,
Additional Chief Secretaries
TVSN Prasad, Anand Mohan
Sharan, G Anupama, Principal
Secretary, Anurag Agarwal,
Additional Principal Secretary
to Chief Minister, Dr Amit
Agrawal and other senior offi-
cers were present in the meet-
ing.

MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

After being virtually razed to
the ground in Punjab

assembly polls, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is trying to
resurrect itself with the help of
erstwhile Congress leaders - its
foe-turned-friends - especially
in the state's rural areas. And
to complement their efforts,
BJP's senior leadership -
including national president
JP Nadda, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, and
Union Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh - will be visiting
the state in the next month.
Intensifying its preparations
for the 'Mission-13' ahead of
the impending 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, the saffron party has
also planned to target the rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
over the issue of drugs - both
addiction and smuggling - by
launching a 'Jagriti Lehar' in the
month of March. Under this,
the BJP will take out a yatra in
the cities and villages across the
State to create awareness
among the youth against drug

addiction.  Limited to only two
seats each in the Lok Sabha and
also the state assembly, BJP is
going all out to expand its base
in the state - exploring the
unexplored territories like rural
belt, farming community, Sikh
population, scheduled caste
and backward section, among
others.   For the same, it has
taken on board Congress' sev-
eral top leaders, including the
likes of former Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh, former
state Congress president Sunil
Jakhar, state's two-time Finance
Minister Manpreet Singh
Badal, besides former Cabinet
Ministers - Rana Gurmeet
Singh Sodhi, Balbir Singh
Sidhu, Raj Kumar Verka,
Gurpreet Singh Kangar, and
Sunder Sham Arora. Congress'
former MLA Kewal Singh
Dhillon has also joined BJP,
and also unsuccessfully con-
tested the Sangrur Lok Sabha
bypoll.  "BJP is getting support
not only in cities but in rural
areas as well," said Punjab BJP
president Ashwani Sharma,
while calling upon the party
workers to take the BJP-led

Central Government's public
welfare schemes and policies to
every household in the villages
and motivate them to take
advantage of it. "These leaders
have emerged as mass leaders
and have a hold on both the
rural and urban segments.
People know them, listen to
them…and this would help the
BJP to send across its message,
the programmes and policies of
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and its vision for Punjab
to the people in a better way,"
a senior BJP leader said, while
talking with The Pioneer. 

And the list may not just
end here. Capt Amarinder, on
several occasions, has given
indications that many other
Congress leaders may soon
jump on the BJP's bandwagon.
At the same time, it has been
learnt that some 'disgruntled'
Congress leaders have held
meetings with senior BJP lead-
ers in Amritsar.

It is believed that during
Amit Shah's Punjab visit, other
than some Congress leaders,
some senior SAD leaders may
also join the BJP. This would be

for the first time that BJP will
contest the 2024 parliamentary
poll on its own. Till now, it was
contesting on just three of the
total 13 Lok Sabha seats in
Punjab, giving a lion's share of
ten seats to its decades-old
alliance partner - Shiromani
Akali Dal. However, the two fell
apart after the Centre's con-
troversial farm laws (now
repealed). 

The BJP, with the help of
Congress leaders and their
supporters and workers, is
building up its cadre even in
the state's rural areas - which
was earlier taken care of by the
Akali Dal. 

The saffron party has
exhibited great respect and full
faith in Capt Amarinder and
Jakhar. The two have not only
been included in the national
executive body, but were also
made part of every important
meeting concerning the state.

Top BJP leaders in
Punjab in Feb

To complement the state-
level efforts, the BJP's central
leadership will also be visiting
the state frequently holding ral-

lies, local interactions, and
meetings covering all assembly
segments, starting from the
first week of February.  "Senior
leaders will be visiting the state
in February. Several rallies
have also been planned. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah's
January 30 rally, that has been
cancelled as of now, will also be
planned soon…local level
meetings, involving leaders
who have reach among the
grass root, will also be
arranged…So, it will be like
intense exercise," said the BJP
leader.

Yatra Against Drugs,
Corruption

To target the ruling AAP,
BJP will also launch a yatra
against drugs and corruption in
all the Lok Sabha constituencies
in the state. "BJP's yatra will
focus on drugs and corruption.
We will try to make the Punjab
youth and public aware against
the drugs and make the state
drug-free…The yatra will start
in March and culminate in
August after spending 18 days
in the constituency," said the
state BJP chief.

Two Lok Sabha MPs,
two MLAs in Punjab

Currently, the BJP has just
two MPs in Lok Sabha - Union
Minister of State Som Nath
from Hoshiarpur and Sunny
Deol from Gurdaspur. In the
state legislative assembly, the
BJP also has just two MLAs -
Ashwani Sharma and Jangi Lal
Mahajan.  BJP had contested
the 2022 state assembly polls in
alliance with Capt Amarinder's
Punjab Lok Congress (now
merged with the BJP) and
SAD (Sanyukt), fielding its
candidates on 65 seats out of a
total 117 - playing the role of
senior alliance partners for the
first time in Punjab. 

As AAP swept the elections
with a record 92 seats - high-
est ever by any political party,
BJP managed to win two seats,
with the candidates of its allies
even failing to secure their
deposits.

Resentment Brewing
Among Traditional BJP
Leaders

The dominance of former
Congress leaders in the saffron
party - apparent from the list of
state office bearers recently
announced by the BJP - is
resulting in brewing resent-
ment amidst the traditional
party cadre, especially in the
Malwa area.

In Patiala, the party work-
ers have raised a banner of
revolt against the Congress
leaders dominating the list of
district office bearers, resulting
in the postponement of Amit
Shah's rally.

BJP trying to resurrect in Pb,
Sets eye on 'Mission 13’
Nadda, Shah and Rajnath to visit state in Feb

Pb CM visits BSE
PNS n MUMBAI/ CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Tuesday visited the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE) and
showcased the state as the
most preferred investment des-
tination across the country.  

Interacting with the media
persons after performing the
Bell Ringing ceremony at the
BSE, he showcased Punjab as a
land of opportunities and invit-
ed companies to invest in the
state. He said that entrepre-

neurs will be immensely ben-
efited by investing in the state,
which is rapidly emerging as
the industrial hub of the coun-
try. Mann urged the industri-

alists to make optimum
use of this congenial
atmosphere backed by
excellent infrastructure,
power, skilled human
resources, and best
industrial and work cul-
ture to spread their busi-
ness. 

Extending a red car-
pet welcome to the
industrialists, he said
that the state govern-
ment was always open
for new ideas and inno-
vations to boost up the
industrial growth in
Punjab. Bhagwant Mann
said that the day is not

far away when Punjab will
emerge as the industrial hub of
the country.Inviting the cap-
tains of industry to visit the
state in the Invest Punjab
Summit slated to be held next
month at SAS Nagar, the Chief
Minister said that the Invest
Punjab Summit being orga-
nized on February 23-24 will
prove to be a milestone in giv-
ing a major fillip to industrial
growth of the state. 

Govt Volvo bus service to Delhi Airport
ended monopoly of Private players: Bhullar
PNS n CHANDIGARH/NANGAL

Punjab Transport Minister
Laljit Singh Bhullar and

Education Minister Harjot
Singh Bains on Tuesday flagged
off Volvo bus service from
Nangal to IGI Airport Delhi.
Now, the people of Kandhi area
will be able to travel to IGI
Airport Delhi at Rs.1130.

Bhullar said the monopoly
of private companies has ended
with the launch of the govern-
ment Volvo bus service from
Punjab to Delhi International
Airport, adding that despite the
fare drop by these private com-
panies, which were charging
between Rs.3000 to Rs.3500

arbitrarily, still people are pre-
ferring government Volvo bus
service thus enabling the pub-
lic bus service making a prof-
it. The Transport Minister said
so far more than 80,000 pas-
sengers have traveled in these
buses from different cities of
the state, and these statistics
prove the success of the bus ser-
vice and so the Punjab gov-
ernment is continuously
increasing the number of buses.

Education Minister Bains
said that since most of the peo-
ple of this area are in Arab
countries, and they had to hire
vehicles at exorbitant rates to
reach the airport, so this bus
service will be very beneficial

for the people of the area.
The Transport Minister

said people will be able to
travel in Volvo bus from
Nangal city to Terminal-3 of
Delhi International Airport
with just Rs.1130. The bus will
depart daily from Nangal Bus
Stand at 1:30 PM, and to reach
Sri Anandpur Sahib at 1.50 PM
and Rupnagar at 2.50 PM while
the bus will depart from Sector-
17 Chandigarh for Delhi
Airport at 4.35 PM. The bus
will leave from the Public
Transport Center of the airport
at 11:40 PM and it will leave
ISBT Delhi at 12:50 pm for
Nangal.

Start syllabus on Gadar movement
heroes: NGO to Punjab Govt
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Canada-based Prof Mohan
Singh Memorial

Foundation on Tuesday urged
the Punjab Government to
start a syllabus in its educa-
tional institutions, including
schools and colleges, on the
heroes of Gadar movement as
a tribute to them for their sac-
rifice to free India.

The Foundation has also
demanded opening a universi-
ty in the name of Gadar patri-
ots, besides naming the villages,
schools, and streets in the
ancestral places of those asso-
ciated with the Gadar move-
ment after their names

The demand came a day
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi named 21 islands of
Andaman and Nicobar after
Param Vir Chakra awardees.

“We had urged Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann last year to open a uni-

versity in the name of Gadar
patriots, but it has not been
opened so far…We are going to
meet the Chief Minister again
to remind him about this
promise…We are also going to
demand to name villages,
schools and streets in the
ancestral places of those asso-
ciated with the Gadar move-
ment after their names,” said
Foundation’s head Sahib Thind.

The Gadar movement
started in 1913 with the for-
mation of the Hindustan
Association of the Pacific Coast
with its headquarters in San
Francisco, US. It later became
a nationalist movement to lib-
erate India with the force of
arms from British colonial-
ism.

The foundation, a secular
non-political human rights
organization, has also been
demanding an official apology
for the Jallianwala Bagh mas-
sacre in the British Parliament.

Work commences
on country's 2nd
largest steel plan
of Tata Group in
Ludhiana
PNS n MUMBAI/ CHANDIGARH

The work on setting up of
scrap-based steel plant by

Tata Steel at a cost of Rs 2600
crore kicked off on Tuesday in
Ludhiana, Punjab chief minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann said dur-
ing a meeting with represen-
tatives of the Tata group on
Tuesday. “This is just beginning
as we deliver, what we say and
day is not far when we will
make Punjab a frontrunner
state in the industrial growth
across country”, he said in the
meeting. While congratulating
the Tata group for starting
work on this project, CM
assured fulsome support and
cooperation to them in this
cause and said this project is
first ever investment made by
globally acclaimed company.

Hry govt grants special remission
to prisoners ahead of Republic Day

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Ahead of Republic Day, the Haryana government on Tuesday
granted special remission of 30 to 90 days in sentence to pris-

oners in the state. Jails Minister Ranjit Singh Chautala said con-
victs who have been sentenced for a period of 10 years and above,
including life sentence, have been granted remission of 90 days
and those sentenced for five years or more but less than 10 years
have been granted remission of 60 days. Similarly, the convicts
who have been sentenced for less than five years have been grant-
ed remission of 30 days.Chautala said this remission will also
be granted to all the convicts who are on parole.
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tors to write in big letters or capital letters.
Though it is pleasant to have good

handwriting, in this modern IT and elec-
tronic gadgets era, more (keyboard) typ-
ing is being done by humans than hand-
writing. Good typists (on computers) in
various languages are in high demand at
educational institutions, other offices, and
businesses too. Setting up a computer typ-
ing institute business is also good.
Typewriter machines not to be seen at all.

Madhu Nivriti PS | Secunderabad
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Sir — Appropriately and rightly so, the
family of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
pulled away from taking part in the
RSS’s program of observing his 126th
birth anniversary yesterday, as the fam-
ily had felt the organization’s philoso-
phy has always been paradoxical with
that of Bose’s inclusive beliefs. The RSS
has intensified its vain efforts to co-opt
Bose into its pantheon of saffron
heroes. The Sangh Parivar's political
orientation with Subhas Chandra Bose
has always been conflicting and sought
to distort and falsify all that Bose stood
for secularism. No doubt, Bose was a
devout Hindu with a saintly streak of
self-abnegation in him.

He was deeply inspired by the

Bhagavad Gita and the preachings of
Ramakrishna Paramahansa and Swami
Vivekananda. Yet, he was uncompromis-
ing in his protagonism of Hindu-Muslim
unity. If Bose is alive today, he would have
rejected outright the RSS’s agenda of turn-
ing India into a Hindu Rashtra, as it is
antithetical to his ideology of secular and
inclusive Indian nationalism.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — The supreme court has rightly
exposed the Government's faulty stance in
not giving a nod to some of the collegium's
recommendations based on matters unre-
lated to their professional duties. In one
case it's the individual's sexual orientation
and in another case, it is his political lean-
ing, which has nothing to do with their dis-
charge of duties, that has made their nom-
inations to be kept in abeyance by the gov-
ernment. The Government should shed its
prejudices over the private choices of com-
petent individuals and should not deny
their rightful due. Without a proper rea-
son, it cannot deny the recommendations
of the collegium.

Dr DVG Sankararao | Vizianagara
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Sir — Apropos Zeeshan’s letter published
in your daily on the 24th instant, Mr. Modi
was exonerated of complicity in the
Gujarat riots of 2002, by the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) appointed by the
Supreme Court of India. In April 2014, the
apex court expressed satisfaction over the
SIT's investigations in nine cases related
to the violence, and rejected a plea con-
testing the SIT report as "baseless". For the
BBC to now rake up the issue through a
documentary smacked of bias and ulte-
rior motives against a popular and hon-
est Indian leader. Significantly, the UK PM
Rishi Sunak has distanced himself from
the documentary. The critics of the sup-
posedly autonomous BBC, call it ‘Biased
Broadcasting Corporation’. Whenever
there is a terror attack in India, the BBC
reports it as a ‘suicide mission’, whereas
if it happens on British soil or if
Englishmen get killed, it is called a ‘ter-
ror strike’! So much for the corporation’s
autonomy and impartiality.

Even within the UK, the BBC is not
held in high credibility. In August 2013,
the Daily Telegraph reported a new study,
which found that the BBC “exhibited a left-
of-centre bias in both the amount of cov-
erage it gives to different opinions and the
way in which these voices were represent-
ed”. The BBC is still stuck in the days of
the Raj, a pre-WWII era where Britain had
a huge influence on global politics, which
is not the case anymore with the US, India,
China, and Japan taking center stage. This
is not relished by the agency which is still
stuck in a colonial hangover that they don’t
want to get rid of. One cannot wake up a
person who is pretending to be asleep!

V. Jayaraman | Chennai
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Sir —  23rd Jan 2023 is National handwrit-
ing day. Good and aesthetic handwriting
is an asset. But good handwriting and a
good personality do not correlate (as
many wrongly presume). Many great
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Mother
Teresa had very bad (illegible) writing. It
is good that it is made compulsory for doc-
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SOUNDBITE

Brad Adams, director of
Human Rights Watch said
that the military has made
itself invulnerable by framing
laws to dissolve the main
opposition party, control the
Election Commission, and
hand-pick the Senate (which
decides on government forma-
tion) to thwart the will of the
people. Wongsuwon publicly
stated it is not difficult for his
party to form a government as
the Senate is ‘controllable’. Thai
Generals have taken a leaf out
of neighboring absolute mili-
tary rulers of Myanmar’s 2008
constitution into their 2017
constitution. Only a landslide
victory by a single party like
the National League of
Democracy of Aung San Suu
Kyi achieved in 2021 (which
resulted in the coup) can undo
military rule in Thailand. The
2017 constitution allows the
nomination of 250 Senators
(mostly Army and Police) that
can dilute the verdict of the
500-strong House of elected
Representatives. Rules have
been so framed that the mili-
tary needs only one-third of
the elected house for govern-
ment formation. The Generals
have given a civilian façade to
the military government – to
put it crudely – like a wolf in
sheep’s clothing.

The military (and police)
in Thailand is one of the most
politicized entities in this part
of the universe. My Thai col-
leagues at Command and

General Staff College at Fort
Leavenworth (US) in 1975
mentioned how they made
their political choices while in
the Military Academy.
Recently, the constitution was
believed to have been amend-
ed to give the King special
powers and certain special
forces placed under his com-
mand. The Army Chief 2018,
the son of a former coup
leader, led his officers on
bended knees and folded
hands, to swear an oath of alle-
giance to the King at Army
Headquarters in Bangkok.
Gen Prayuth outdid him say-
ing: “I will worship and protect
monarchy”. Generals are galore
– for every 212 troops one flag
rank officer. In India, 21,000
soldiers make one General.
The Army has prepared a 20-
year Strategic Development
Plan which governments are
required to follow.

Although absolute monar-
chy ended in 1932, the consti-
tutional monarchy prevailed
with the previous monarch the
most revered King who ruled
for 70 years, slightly less than
the term of Queen Elizabeth II.
It is not clear which way the
pendulum is swinging in
Palace-Military relations at
present. South China Morning
Post reported that ‘normally
the Army proposes and the
King disposes of. Very strict
laws exist on royal defamation
under lese’ majeste – 15 years
in jail under Law 112 for

expression against Monarchy.
Protests for reforming monar-
chy erupted recently though
mostly by youth who use code
words to refer to their targets.

Two tragic events occurred
last December – the sinking of
a Thai warship with several
sailors drowned; and the car-
diac arrest of the Crown
Princess (apparently first in the
line of succession) still in a
coma. The effects of the pan-
demic have struck a body
blow to tourism, the mainstay
of the economy. Fortunately,
the tourist footfall in 2022 has
crossed the 10mn mark.

India has strong and
friendly relations with
Thailand with 50,000 Indians
gainfully employed from
Gaggan Anand’s two Michelin
Star restaurants to Gunjan
Kumar’s mobile chana jor
garam enterprise. Statues of
Hindu gods and goddesses are
dotted all over Thailand with
many beautiful Tamil kovils.
There are strong Buddhist
links also with Thailand. The
Shinawatra scion may give
the Generals shivers but the
ruling trio of Generals is
bound to return for a third
term four months from now.

(The writer, a retired Lt
Gen, was Commander, IPKF
South, Sri Lanka, & founder

member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the

Integrated Defence Staff;
views expressed are personal)
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Thailand, the favorite
destination for Indian
tourists, is an instruc-
tive case for the study
of civil-military rela-

tions. Control of the military by
civil authority, the accepted
democratic norm, is frequently
challenged by the Palace, the
third player even though monar-
chy is constitutional. An election
is around the corner on 7 May
with the parliamentary term end-
ing on 23 March. Currently, a
coalition led by the Palang
Pracharath Party (PPRP) the mil-
itary which includes three
Generals, all former Army Chiefs,
has ruled the country since 2014.
The two Generals in subordinate
political positions are senior to the
Prime Minister. The billionaire
PM Thaksin Shinawatra, who was
ousted in a military coup in
2006, was followed by his sister
Yingluck becoming Prime
Minister later and now his daugh-
ter Paetongtarn is carrying the
flag of Pheu Thai Party (PTP).
King Maha Vajiralongkorn, Rama
X, barred his elder sister, who
renounced royalty, from contest-
ing elections with Thaksin’s PTP.
Shinawatra according to a report
in The Bangkok Post in May 2005
had made arrangements with
the Palace to control the Generals.

The PPRP is led by Deputy
Prime Minister, Pravit
Wongsuwon, the senior most
General; Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha
juniormost General is PM with
Interior Minister Gen Anupong
Paochinda. Wongsuwon last
month told reporters that his
party will decide whether he will
be PM but he prefers “military life
to political one”. He was confident
his party would remain in power
as part of a coalition. The Sunday
China Morning Post of
December 2022 reported that
three of four Thais think PTP
should be in power and
Paetongtarn was the favorite
leader to end the decade-old mil-
itary rule. The National Institute
of Development Administration
polls showed she was 10 percent-
age points ahead of Prayuth and
PTP ahead of PPRP and other
political parties. But unless all
political parties unite against the
Generals’ PPRP they have no
chance of defeating them.
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

AThird Front again!
Before every Lok Sabha
poll, the Third Front

idea is floated, and the 2024
polls are no exception. Political
pundits predict that there is
space for the entire Opposition
against Bharatiya Janata Party
but not a Third Front, as it will
splinter the anti-BJP votes and
help the ruling dispensation.
The concept was tried and test-
ed in 1977, 1989, and 1996-98,
supported by either Congress
or the BJP. But they were all
short-lived.

Some regional satraps led
by Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrashekhar Rao are
trying to build a Third Front
before the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. It includes some influ-
ential regional leaders head-
ing BRS, AAP, CPI-M,
Trinamool Congress, and the

Samajwadi party. They want
a coalition minus Congress to
fight the BJP.

Parallelly, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi is also current-
ly on a Bharat Jodo Yatra to
unite the Opposition parties.
In effect, while Rahul wants to
lead the Opposition, regional
leaders prefer a front minus
Congress.

Many ifs and buts are
there for forging a Third Front.
Since the 1980s, regional forces
like SP, BSP, RJD, and JD(U)
have emerged and had a
stronghold in their respective
states. Whether these leaders
would come together to chal-
lenge Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is the million-
dollar question. Moreover, his-
torically, arithmetic has shown
the Third Front is only possi-
ble with the support of either

the Congress or the BJP.
With its glorious past but

miserable present, a 
weakened Congress is cur-
rently attempting to save the
party. With this in view,
Rahul Gandhi is being
rebranded before the 2024
polls. He has undertaken a
Bharat Jodo Yatra to unite the
secular forces.

The grand old party has
invited 21 Opposition par-
ties, including the Samajwadi
Party and the CPM, for the
concluding ceremony in
Kashmir next month.

Rao floated his Third
Front idea in early 2018, argu-
ing that the Congress and the
BJP have failed to govern the
country. In KCR's mind, he
and not Modi or the Congress
could lead the country in the
right direction. He tried to

build a non-Congress, non-
BJP front ahead of the 2019
general election. But it failed,
with most regional leaders
stopping at extending only
moral support.

In a show of strength to
boost his political ambitions,
KCR held a mega public rally
in Khammam on January 18.
The rally was the first after
KCR converted his regional
party Telangana Rashtra
Samithi to Bharat Rashtra
Samithi on October 5 last
year. To KCR's delight, the
Election Commission has
recognised the BRS as a
national party.

Most of those who
skipped the Congress Yarra
participated in the Khammam
Rally. It included Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, his
Punjab counterpart Bhagwant

Mann, Kerala CM Pinarayi
Vijayan, Samajwadi Party
leader Akhilesh Yadav, and
CPI's D Raja. KCR has also
opened back-channel com-
munication with Odisha's
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik, to join the alliance.

KCR is opposed to the
Congress as the two parties are
political rivals in Telangana.
That is why he aspires to head
a non-Congress, non-BJP
front. Interestingly, he organ-
ised the Khammam meeting
days ahead of the grand finale
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra later
this month in Kashmir.

KCR has never hidden his
ambition for a national role
while waiting to perform a hat
trick in the Assembly polls
later this year. He believes he
is destined to become a nation-
al alternative to Modi.

However, after two consec-
utive terms since 2014, KCR
has faced an anti-incumbency
wave. Though he has finished
off the Congress and the TDP
in the state, to his dismay, the
BJP has emerged as the main
Opposition party in the state.
He depends upon Dame Luck
smiling at him.

A big question remains:
will the Third Front aspirants
manage to capture any space
in national politics or match
Modi's popularity with their
king-size egos? Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, who is
realistic, believes that "there is
no question of a Third Front.
There should be one front that
includes Congress. Then we
can trounce the BJP in 2024."

The Opposition has to
decide who their real rival is.
Is it the BJP or the Congress?

A weakened Congress is not a
threat to the regional satraps.
Still, their ambition stops them
from including Congress in
their coalition.

Changing electoral
alliances offer only recurring
political quicksand. Modi will
return for a third term as long
as the Opposition is divided.

The fragile unity of the
Third Front is often criticised.
There is a saying that the
Third Front leaders can only
remain together for a short
time and apart for a shorter
time. Only after identifying
their prime ministerial candi-
date and devising a common
minimum programme could
the Second Front or Third
Front succeed.

The regional leaders want
to do this after the polls to
avoid friction.
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(The author is a senior
journalist)
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On September 12, 1944, from
somewhere in Burma, a
speech echoed and resonat-
ed in the minds of every
Indian then and even till

today. Netaji, in his revolutionary tone,
commented: “We have resolved to create
a united and free India, therefore, we shall
oppose all attempts to divide her and cut
her into bits.”

And after almost 78 years, a statue 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was
installed at the historic India Gate and the
path leading to India Gate has been
recently named as the ‘Kartavya Path’. The
path not only camouflages the iconic
Subhas Chandra Bose and his vision of
modern India, but also instils in the
minds of every Indian, the primary duty
to uphold the democratic principles
incorporated in the legislature, the exec-
utive and the judiciary. It also ignites the
spirit among the countrymen that India
should always be united and dream of liv-
ing in a free India and in the process, ded-
icate their lives in the establishment of
India as a country that the entire globe
views as a symbol of patriotism and unity
in diversity.

The sense of nationalism that Netaji
bore in his heart since his childhood and
the activities that he carried on for the ter-
ritory of India till his last breath, make
him an iconic statesman.

Netaji, since his young age, was a
socially conscious individual and during
his days in the Presidency College in
Kolkata. He was disturbed by the pover-
ty and hardship that were faced by the
people then. It was his sense of equality
for all individuals that even made him
question his stay at a three storied resi-
dence when he saw many beggars not
having a roof over their head. And that
made him even question the system of
governance that created luxuries for a few
but poverty for many.

That was his sense of nationalism for
India that he envisioned even before India
acquired her independence from the colo-
nial rule. Nationalism for Bose was a
transparent story of freedom for every
individual where no one was dominated,
and each and every individual had 
the equal amount of respect and liberty
without any power expressing authority
over them. This notion of nationalism
that Bose had in his mind was visible 
in the events where he remained a 
witness to.

The history on Netaji depicts a story
of his travel in a tram where he saw an
Englishman sitting with his feet up,
while an Indian gentleman was sitting in
front of him. The Indian gentleman
because of the fear of the colonial dom-
inance did not raise his voice to it. But
Bose was infuriated by this act of the
Englishman and as such he asked him to
put his foot down as he was spoiling the
clothes of the Indian gentleman. The
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(Bishaldeep Kakati is an
advocate, Gauhati High

Court; Bagmita
Borthakur is Faculty of
Political Science, Dispur

College)

British man replied to Bose stat-
ing that the Indian can leave the
seat if he had any problem with his
foot being up. This made Bose
very angry and seeing his rebel-
lious nature towards establishing
equality in the society, united the
other Indians on the tram, and all
joined Bose in the process of
rebuking the Englishman.

However, Netaji’s desire to
establish a society free of domi-
nance faced a setback when the
Indian person who suffered from
the act of the Englishman got
down at the next station, so as 
to avoid more ugly scenes. On the
one hand, it was that nationalis-
tic approach of Bose that por-
trayed glimpses of Indian unity,
but on the other hand, it was 
the clutches of dominance from
which the Indians never imagined
they could get out, jolted Bose
briefly in his dream of establish-
ing a free India.

Bose figured out the process of
uniting a section of the Indians
when he realised that it was not
non-violence but armed rebellion
that would prompt the British to
leave India. The sense of nation-
alism was also visible when he in
his bold voice, gave the call for
‘Dilli Chalo’ in his iconic Indian
National Army movement as well
as the immortal quote of ‘You give
me blood, and I will give you free-
dom’.

National Security Advisor of
India Ajit Doval, in one of his
speeches relating to Bose, stated
that the British left India not
because of Mahatma Gandhi, but
because of the rise in nationalism
and the spark Netaji created
among the soldiers of Indian
Army in the form of INA. Such
was the aura of INA that even
prompted the deeply loyal British
Indian Army, Navy and Air Force
to join hands in the fervour and
energy that was unleashed by
INA.

The impact of Netaji leading
the Indian National Army was so
strong that it not only acted as an
opposite Indian force against the
British, to which the Indian
National Congress and the
Muslim League had fallen prey,
but it also led to the British want-
ing his immediate detention.

A visionary ahead of his time,
Netaji was not only successful 
in raising the notion of Nation
over community, religion and
tribe but he also clearly 
understood the concept of 
diplomacy and foreign relations
and he rightly applied the
‘Chanakya Neeti’ that speaks of
“Enemy of an enemy is your
friend’, and this principle helped
him to form alliance with
Germany and Italy, against the
British and as a result of which 
he was successful in strengthening

the concept of military force in
India in the form of INA.

A pragmatic nationalist who
respected divergent approaches
and views, Netaji understood the
soul of the Indian nation and as
such, he envisioned a strong cen-
tral government with a large
amount of autonomy allowed to
the minority communities and the
provinces. Therefore, for these rea-
sons, Netaji’s birthday in India,
recently has also been tagged as
‘Parakram Diwas’.

Netaji’s idea of nationalism
revolved around the concepts of
equality, liberty and justice, 
individual freedom and balance 
of power and more importantly
his nationalism for India laid in
the concept of establishing India
as a nation with complete over-
hauling and recasting of the
stereotypical mode of existence,
leading to genuine national 
solidarity that would in the longer
run, give India the position of
glory. He also believed that a
Nation has no right to exist if it has
no ambition, but he also empha-
sised on the fact that progress 
of a country should be broader
and for the community as a 
whole rather than for fulfilling
selfish ends.

But the struggle and ideas of
nationalism of Netaji have been
limited to a paragraph in history
textbooks.
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Ahigh-level shakeup in
the Ukrainian govern-
ment cost nearly a dozen

senior officials their jobs, as the
country’s president sought on
Tuesday to root out entrenched
corruption while conducting
the fight against Russia’s inva-
sion.

The crackdown came as
Poland formally requested per-
mission from Germany to
transfer a modest number of its
Leopard 2 battle tanks to
Ukraine. Germany builds the
high-tech armour and Warsaw
needs Berlin’s permission to
send them to a non-NATO
country.

In Kyiv, the deputy head of
Ukraine’s presidential office
quit after President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy pledged to address
high-level corruption allega-
tions — including some relat-
ed to specific wartime spend-
ing — that have embarrassed
authorities and could slow the
country’s bids to join the
European Union and NATO.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko asked
to be relieved of his duties,
according to an online copy of

a decree signed by Zelenskyy
and Tymoshenko’s own social
media posts. Neither gave a
reason for the resignation.

Deputy Defence Minister
Viacheslav Shapovalov also
resigned, local media reported,
alleging his departure was
linked to a scandal involving
the purchase of food for the
Ukrainian Armed Forces.
Deputy Prosecutor General
Oleksiy Symonenko quit, too.

In all, four deputy minis-
ters and five regional governors

were set to leave their posts, the
country’s cabinet secretary said
on the Telegram messaging
app.

The departures thinned
the government’s wartime
ranks as Zelenskyy had already
lost his Interior Minister, who
oversaw Ukraine’s police and
emergency services, and the
rest of the ministry’s leadership
in a helicopter crash last week.

With Western allies chan-
nelling billions of dollars to
help Kyiv’s fight against

Moscow, Zelenskyy had
pledged to weed out corruption
which some observers have
described as endemic.
Zelenskyy came to power in
2019 on an anti-establishment
and anti-corruption platform.

Tymoshenko joined the
presidential office in 2019,
after working on Zelenskyy’s
media and creative content
strategy during his presidential
campaign. In his nightly video
address Sunday, Zelenskyy said
Ukraine’s focus on the Russian
invasion would not stop his
government from tackling
alleged corruption, even amid
a war. 

“I want to be clear: There
will be no return to what used
to be in the past,” Zelenskyy
said.

Tymoshenko was last year
under investigation relating to
his personal use of luxury cars.
He was also among officials
linked last September by an
investigator working with the
National Anti-Corruption
Bureau of Ukraine to the
embezzlement of humanitari-
an aid worth more than USD
7 million earmarked for the
southern Zaporizhzhia region.

He has denied all the allega-
tions.

On Sunday, a deputy min-
ister at the infrastructure min-
istry, Vasyl Lozynsky, was dis-
missed for being part of a net-
work allegedly embezzling
budget funds.

Oleksandr Kubrakov, the
infrastructure minister, said
Lozynsky was relieved of his
duties after Ukraine’s anti-cor-
ruption agency detained him
while he was receiving a USD
400,000 bribe for helping to fix
contracts related to restoring
facilities battered by Russian
missile strikes.

Last June, the EU agreed to
put Ukraine on a path toward
EU membership. To join the
bloc, countries must meet a
detailed host of economic and
political conditions, including
a commitment to the rule of
law and other democratic prin-
ciples.

Ukraine has long aspired to
join NATO, too, but the mili-
tary alliance is not about to
offer an invitation, because of
the country’s contested borders,
defense establishment short-
comings and, in part, its cor-
ruption issues.
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Taiwanese President Tsai
Ing-wen told Pope Francis

in a letter that war with China
is “not an option” and said con-
structive interaction with
Beijing, which claims the island
as part of its territory, depends
on respecting self-ruled
Taiwan’s democracy.

Vatican City is the last
European government to have
diplomatic relations with
Taiwan instead of Beijing,
although the United States and
other Western nations maintain
extensive informal ties.
Taiwanese leaders are uneasy
about Vatican efforts to devel-
op relations with Beijing.

Tsai, in the letter released
by her office, expressed support
for Vatican positions on Russia’s
war against Ukraine, “migrant-
friendly policies” and public
health.

“We identify profoundly
with your views,” Tsai wrote.

Taiwan and China split in
1949 after a civil war and have
no official relations but are
linked by billions of dollars in
trade and investment. The
Chinese Communist Party reg-
ularly flies fighter planes and

bombers near Taiwan to
enforce its stance that the
island is obliged to unite with
the mainland, by force if nec-
essary.

Tsai noted Francis’s Jan. 1
message for the World Day of
Peace that the “virus of war”
must be cured. She quoted
herself in an Oct. 10 speech
rejecting armed conflict across
the Taiwan Strait and calling for
“peace and stability.”

“Armed confrontation is
absolutely not an option,” Tsai
wrote.

“Only by respecting the
commitment of the Taiwanese
people to our sovereignty,
democracy and freedom can
there be a foundation for

resuming constructive interac-
tion across the Taiwan Strait,”
Tsai’s letter said.

China stepped up efforts to
pressure the island, including
firing missiles into the sea, after
then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi of
the U.S. House of
Representatives in August
became the highest-ranking
American official to visit the
island in 25 years. Legislators
from Britain and other coun-
tries also have visited Taiwan in
a show of support for its elect-
ed government.

A former Taiwanese vice
president under Tsai, Chen
Chien-jen, represented the
island at this month’s funeral of
former Pope Benedict.
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The joint naval exercises
scheduled to be hosted
by South Africa with

Russia and China next month
are part of the normal process
of training of the country’s
defence forces, Minister of
International Relations and
Cooperation Naledi Pandor
has said.

The minister was address-
ing a press conference on
Monday together with her
Russain counterpart Sergei
Lavrov, who was visiting the
country.

The ministers were react-
ing to local media reports that
attacked South Africa for
undertaking the exercises in
February at a "sensitive time"
when Russia was at war with
Ukraine.

Lavrov was the first to
defend the drills.

"They are three sovereign
countries. They don’t violate
any norms of international
laws. They will conduct inter-
national exercises. I don’t
understand how they can pro-
voke a mixed reaction,” Lavrov
said, suggesting that perhaps
this had been instigated by the

US.
“Maybe only with our

American colleagues, because
they believe that only they can
have exercises all over the
world; not only at more than
200 military bases all over the
world but at any place. Now
they are actively involved in
naval exercises in the Pacific
and near China in the Taiwan
Strait, and it does not provoke
any mixed reactions.

“Our exercises are trans-
parent. We together with our
South African and Chinese
partners have provided all the
relevant information – it is

available. The practice of tri-
lateral exercises is not some-
thing new. We had similar
drills with the participation of
Indian and China,” he said.

Lavrov said the partners in
the exercises were “perplexed”
by “the way our Western col-
leagues provoke such noise
around ordinary things in the
life of sea powers, especially in
a situation where Western
countries conduct such drills
much more often than we do.”

Pandor said the exercises
were part of a programme of
military drills that the South
African Defence Force has as

part of agreements with many
countries worldwide.

She said nobody had ques-
tioned exercises which had
been conducted by South
Africa with the US and France
last year. 

“These are all exercises we
undertake to hone the skills of
our military to be able to
respond to a range of situations,
including disaster manage-
ment, in which our military
often plays a role in addressing.

“All countries conduct mil-
itary exercises with friends
worldwide. So there should be
no compulsion on any country

that it should conduct them
with any other partner. It’s
part of a natural course of rela-
tions between countries,”
Pandor said.

Pandor also said the cur-
rent world order was not in
favour of poor and developing
countries.

“The world, particularly
in the financial and economic
domain, is greatly influenced
by rules developed in Breton
Woods institutions. These insti-
tutions do not always take
account of the developmental
needs of the poorest and most
vulnerable countries,” she said.
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Serbia could face interna-
tional isolation and eco-

nomic decline if it rejects a
new Western plan for nor-
malising relations with its for-
mer wartime foe Kosovo, the
Balkan country’s president
Aleksandar Vucic said on
Monday, in what appeared to
be a shift from his previous
hardline rhetoric.

Serbia received that warn-
ing last week during a visit by
a group of U.S. And European
envoys who have stepped up
efforts to defuse longtime ten-
sions in the volatile Balkan
region amid Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

“Serbia must talk, take
part in dialogue and continue
its European road,” Vucic said. 

“We would be economi-
cally and politically lost with-
out it and, as a president, I
would not agree to lead the
country that is alone and iso-
lated.”

The dispute between
Serbia and its former province
of Kosovo has remained a
source of instability in the
Balkans long after the 1998-99
war, which ended with a
NATO intervention that
forced Serbia to pull out of the
territory.

Kosovo in 2008 declared
independence from Serbia,
which Belgrade has refused to
recognise, relying on Russia
and China to help Serbia
maintain its claim over the ter-
ritory. 

The U.S. And most EU

nations have recognised
Kosovo, while Russia and
China have not.

The new Western plan
for normalising Serbia-
Kosovo relations has not been
officially made public. 

Vucic said in his televised
address that the plan stipulates
that Serbia would not be
against membership of
Kosovo in international orga-
nizations, including the
United Nations.

The U.S. And EU want to
push forward an EU-mediat-
ed dialogue that has been
stalled for months because
they fear Russia, a Serbia ally,
could try to stir instability in
the Balkans to avert attention
from the war in Ukraine.

“These talks were among
the toughest in the past
decade,” Vucic added, describ-
ing the meeting. “It was never
like this.”

The West wants to defeat
Russia and anyone standing in
the way will be “swept away,”
Vucic said.
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Finland’s top diplomat
appeared to suggest Tuesday

that the country may have to
consider joining NATO without
Sweden after Turkey’s presi-
dent cast serious doubt on the
expansion of the military
alliance.

“We still have to evaluate
the situation if it turns out that
Sweden’s application is stalling
for a long time to come,” Foreign
Minister Pekka Haavisto told
Finnish broadcaster YLE.

His comment came a day
after Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan warned Sweden
not to expect support for its bid
for NATO membership follow-
ing weekend protests in
Stockholm by an anti-Islam
activist and pro-Kurdish groups.

It was the first time a lead-
ing government official in either
country had appeared to raise
doubts about joining the alliance
together.

Haavisto later backpedalled,
telling reporters in Parliament
that his comment earlier

Tuesday had been “imprecise”
and that Finland’s ambition to
join NATO jointly with Sweden
remained unchanged.

He said he had spoken
with NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg, who had
stressed to Haavisto that the
military bloc would like to see
the two Nordic nations join
simultaneously.

“But of course there have
been raised concerns within
NATO on how the (recent) inci-
dents in Sweden will affect the
schedule,” Haavisto said.
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Mission Director, Samagra Shiksha Axom , Kahilipara,
Guwahati-19, Assam invites following bids through GeM
portal.

1. GEM/2023/B/2950579 Dated: 05-01-2023 for Upper
Primary Science and Mathematics Learning Kit.
Interested bidder may visit GeM portal and submit their

bid on GeM portal accordingly.
Mission Director,

Samagra Shiksha,
Assam
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Mission Director, Samagra Shiksha Axom , Kahilipara,

Guwahati-19, Assam invites following bids through GeM
portal.

1. GEM/2023/B/2959517 Dated: 07-01-2023 for Teaching
Learning Materials for Schools.
Interested bidder may visit GeM portal and submit their

bid on GeM portal accordingly.
Mission Director,

Samagra Shiksha.
Assam
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Mission Director, Samagra Shiksha Axom , Kahilipara,

Guwahati-19, Assam invites following bids through GeM
portal.
1. GEM/2023/B/2959706 Dated: 07-01-2023 for Magnetic

Whiteboard with Markers , Dusters, Alphabet.
Interested bidder may visit GeM portal and submit their

bid on GeM portal accordingly.
Mission Director,

Samagra Shiksha, 
Assam
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Mission Director, Samagra Shiksha Axom , Kahilipara,

Guwahati-19, Assam invites following bids through GeM
portal.

1. Tender No GEM/2022/B/2907211 Dated 03.01.2023 for
Happiness Index Implementation Programme

2. Tender GEM/202/B/2943386 Dated 04.01.2023 for supply
of FLN Numeracy Kit/Math Kit (TLM).
Interested bidder may visit GeM portal and submit their

bid on GeM portal accordingly.

Mission Director,
Samagra Shiksha,

Assam1��������-2��23'(%244
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Authorities in Nepal have
handed to relatives the bod-

ies of 60 of the 72 people killed
in a plane crash last week, the
airline said. Rescuers were still
searching for two bodies at the
site where a Yeti Airlines flight
with 72 on board crashed on Jan.
15 at the resort town of Pokhara,
200 kilometers (125 miles) west
of the capital, Kathmandu.

Among the 10 other bodies
recovered, six have been identi-
fied and will be returned to rel-
atives soon and four others still
need to be identified, the airline
said in a statement late Monday. 

The twin-engine ATR 72-
500 aircraft plummeted into a
gorge as it was approaching
Pokhara International Airport in
the Himalayan foothills. The
crash site is about 1.6 kilometers
(1 mile) from the runway at an
elevation of about 820 meters
(2,700 feet).

While it's still not clear
what caused the crash, some avi-
ation experts say video taken
from the ground of the plane's
last moments indicated it went
into a stall, although it's unclear
why. Nepal's Civil Aviation
Authority has also said the air-
port's instrument landing system
will not be working until Feb. 26
— eight weeks after the airport
began operations on Jan. 1. 
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A5.9-magnitude earthquake
jolted Western Nepal on

Tuesday, killing one person and
damaging a number of houses in
the region, officials said.

The earthquake, with epi-
centre in the Mela area of Bajura
district in Sudurpaschim
province, hit the region at 2:43
PM local time, said Lok Bijaya
Adhikari, head of the
Earthquake Measurement and
Research Centre.

A 35-year-old woman was
killed in Gaumul Rural
Municipality-2 when a falling
rock hit her while she was cut-
ting grass in the nearby forest,

police said.
According to provincial

police chief, the earthquake
damaged a number of houses in
Bajura and Bajhang districts.

Two houses were destroyed
in Ward No. 7 and two other
houses in Ward No. 9 of
Badimalika Municipality of
Bajura district, which is situat-
ed 450-km West of Kathmandu.
A temple in the municipality
also developed cracks, police
said.

A landslide triggered by the
earthquake resulted in the death
of over 40 sheep, the police said,
adding that one person was
injured in the incident.

Monika Dahal, who is head

of the National Earthquake
Monitoring and Research
Centre, said that the quake
measuring 5.9-magnitude was
felt in the wider areas of Western
Nepal. It was also felt in some
parts of neighbouring India.

Western Nepal is frequent-
ly hit by earthquakes from mild
to moderate intensity.

In December 2022, three
tremors jolted Western Nepal in
quick succession.

In April 2015, a devastating
earthquake of 7.8-magnitude
rocked Nepal, killing nearly
9,000 people and wounding
nearly 22,000 others. It also
damaged over 800,000 houses
and school buildings. 
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Agunman killed seven
people at two agricultur-
al businesses in Northern

California, plunging the state
into mourning again in the
wake of its third mass killing in
eight days.

Officers arrested a suspect in
Monday's shootings, 67-year-old
Chunli Zhao, after they found
him in his car in the parking lot
of a sheriff 's substation, San
Mateo County Sheriff Christina
Corpus said.

Seven people were found
dead and an eighth injured at a
farm and another location sev-
eral miles away, the Sheriff 's
Office said. Officials believe
Zhao worked at one of the facil-
ities and that the victims were
workers as well, Corpus said.
Officials haven't determined a
motive for the shooting.

California is still reeling
from an attack on a Lunar New
Year celebration in Monterey
Park that killed 11 and cast a
shadow over an important hol-
iday for many Asian-American
communities. Authorities are
still seeking a motive for the
Saturday shooting.

“For the second time in
recent days, California com-
munities are mourning the loss
of loved ones in a senseless act

of gun violence," President Joe
Biden said Tuesday morning.
“Even as we await further details
on these shootings, we know the
scourge of gun violence across
America requires stronger
action.” 

The new year has brought
six mass killings in the U.S. In
fewer than three weeks, account-
ing for 39 deaths. Three have
occurred in California since
Jan. 16, according to a database
compiled by The Associated
Press, USA Today and
Northeastern University. The
database tracks every mass

killing — defined as four dead
not including the offender —
committed in the U.S. Since
2006.

The killings occurred on the
outskirts of Half Moon Bay, a
city about 30 miles (48 kilome-
ters) south of San Francisco. 

Half Moon Bay Vice Mayor
Joaquin Jimenez said the victims
included Chinese and Latino
farmworkers. Some workers
lived at one of the facilities and
children may have witnessed the
shooting, she said. Corpus said
it wasn't immediately clear how
the two locations were con-

nected.
The Sheriff 's Office first

received reports of a shooting in
the afternoon and found four
people dead and a fifth wound-
ed at the first scene. Officers then
found three more people fatal-
ly shot nearby, Capt. Eamonn
Allen said in a news release.

About two hours later, a
sheriff 's deputy spotted Zhao's
car parked outside a sheriff 's
substation in a strip mall and
arrested him.

A video of the arrest showed
three officers approaching a
parked car with drawn weapons.
Zhao got out of the car, and the
officers pulled him to the
ground, put him in handcuffs,
and led him away. A weapon was
found in his vehicle, officials
said. The video was captured by
Kati McHugh, a Half Moon Bay
resident who witnessed the
arrest.

The sheriff 's department
believes Zhao acted alone. 

“We're still trying to under-
stand exactly what happened
and why, but it's just incredibly,
incredibly tragic,” said state Sen.
Josh Becker, who represents the
area and called it “a very close-
knit” agricultural community.

Aerial television images
showed police officers collecting
evidence from a farm with
dozens of greenhouses.
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It would be an "enormous
challenge" for Sri Lanka to

hold local polls in March as the
country is facing a dire eco-
nomic situation, a senior gov-
ernment official said on Tuesday.

Cabinet spokesman Ban-
dula Gunawardena told repor-
ters here the government would
not be able to enhance the
rationed fuel quotas for vehicles
to be widely used in the election
process.

“We have informed both the

election commission and the
Supreme Court that holding of
the election would be an enor-
mous challenge,” Gunawardena
said.

He said both the state power
entity Ceylon Electricity Board
(CEB) and the Central Trans-
port Board, whose buses would
be pressed into service for the
election process, are in very bad
shape with the loss of revenue
and resources.

Gunawardena said the gov-
ernment would not be able to
enhance the rationed fuel quo-

tas for the vehicles. Currently,
petrol is rationed at 20 litres per
vehicle for a week.

Sri Lanka's election com-
mission announced on Saturday
it will hold the local council polls
on March 9, ending speculation
that the election may be post-
poned again due to the prevail-
ing economic crisis in the coun-
try.

The local election for the
340 councils in the island nation
had been due from March last
year but was earlier postponed
by six months due to an unpre-

cedented economic turmoil
which triggered a political cri-
sis and led to the ouster of for-
mer President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa. The opposition parties
have been pressing for the local
election, saying it will give peo-
ple a chance to show displeasure
over the government's handling
of the economic crisis.

The government, however,
has delayed the local polls and
said the time is not suitable to
hold the election given the
ongoing economic crisis in the
country.

“This is not the time for an
unimportant election such as the
local election," said Vajira Abey-
wardena, a government mem-
ber.

The election process will
reportedly cost Rs 10 billion

which would put additional
pressure on the already lean state
finances.

The opposition groups say
that the government was trying
to postpone the election due to
fear of a defeat.
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Turkey's foreign ministry said
Tuesday it summoned the

Dutch ambassador following a
demonstration targeting Islam's
holy book, days after a similar
protest in Sweden tensed rela-
tions. Edwin Wagensveld, Dutch
leader of the far-right Pegida
movement in the Netherlands,
on Sunday tore pages out of a
copy of the Quran near the
Dutch parliament and stomped
on the pages. Police looked on
but did not intervene.

“It is about freedom of
expression and I think that
should be possible in the
Netherlands,” Wagensveld said
in a video posted on the site of
Dutch newspaper Algemeen
Dagblad. The Turkish foreign
ministry said in its statement
that it condemned the “vile
attack,” which it said was proof
of Islamophobia, discrimina-
tion and xenophobia in Europe.

The ministry told the
Dutch ambassador they expect-
ed concrete precautions to pre-
vent and not permit similar
demonstrations in the future,
and that authorities take action
against Wagensveld. 
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Ahuman rights group and 16
people from Myanmar have

filed a criminal complaint in
Germany seeking punishment of
Myanmar's generals for genocide,
war crimes and crimes against
humanity they alleged were com-
mitted in that country after their
2021 government takeover and
during a 2017 crackdown on Muslim Rohingya.

Fortify Rights, a complainant in the case
announced Tuesday in Bangkok, noted “the indi-
viduals responsible for crimes related to both have
yet to be held accountable.”

The federal prosecutor's office in Germany,
where the legal complaint was filed last Friday,
declined to comment on it. The office would have
to decide whether to file an indictment before the
matter can go to court, a potentially lengthy
process.

The actions of Myanmar's generals also are
under investigation by the International Criminal

Court and in a genocide case at the
International Court of Justice, also
known as the World Court.

But activists seeking account-
ability also have filed cases in
national courts in Argentina,
Turkey and now Germany as well,
under the concept of universal
jurisdiction.

The legal principle allows
prosecution for mass atrocities

regardless of location or nationality when the
offenses are so severe they represent crimes against
the entire international community, said Matthew
Smith, chief executive officer and co-founder at
Fortify Rights.

“An investigation and subsequent prosecution
of these crimes under German law would serve
to punish those who have committed the gravest
of crimes, prevent future crimes by perpetrators
in Myanmar, and signal to other would-be per-
petrators in Myanmar and elsewhere that account-
ability for atrocity crimes cannot be avoided,”
Fortify Rights said in a statement. 
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An Israeli group raising funds
for Jewish extremists con-

victed in some of the country's
most notorious hate crimes is
collecting tax-exempt donations
from Americans, according to
findings. The records in the case
suggest that Israel's far right is
gaining a new foothold in the
United States.

The amount of money
raised through a U.S. Nonprofit
is not known. But the Associated
Press and the Israeli investigative
platform Shomrim have docu-
mented the money trail from
New Jersey to imprisoned Israeli
radicals who include Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's assas-
sin and people convicted in
deadly attacks on Palestinians.

This overseas fundraising
arrangement has made it easier
for the Israeli group, Shlom
Asiraich, to collect money from
Americans, who can make their
contributions through the U.S.
Nonprofit with a credit card and
claim a tax deduction.

Many Israeli causes, from
hospitals to universities to char-
ities, raise money through U.S.-
based arms. But having the
strategy adopted by a group
assisting Jewish radicals raises
legal and moral questions. 

It also comes against the
backdrop of a new, far-right gov-
ernment in Israel led by Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
where ultranationalists and
extremist lawmakers have
gained unprecedented power.

According to Shlom Asi-
raich's promotional pamphlets,
its beneficiaries include Yigal
Amir, who assassinated Rabin in
1995; Amiram Ben-Uliel, con-
victed in the 2015 murder of a
Palestinian baby and his parents
in an arson attack; and Yosef
Chaim Ben David, convicted of
abducting and killing a 16-year-
old Palestinian boy in Jerusalem
in 2014. 
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Mumbai: A study released by
Bharartiya Vidya Bhavan’s SP
Jain Institute of Management
and Research (SPJIMR) has
found that small and medium
family enterprises have less to
worry about from the business
side. Instead, family issues may
prove to be the proverbial
Achilles’ heel for such busi-
nesses. 

The study, titled ‘India:
State of the Family Business
Report’, undertaken by
SPJIMR’s Centre for Family
Business & Entrepreneurship
(CFBE), involved a survey of
350 family businesses across
India over May-October 2022,
conducted by Hansa Research. 

It found that most small
and medium family enterpris-

es have reported either stable or
increasing trends across various
parameters such as sales, mar-
ket share, profitability, number
of people employed, and prof-
it margin on sales in FY 2021-
22. 

This would be in line with
the provisional estimates
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO), which
reported that the Indian econ-
omy had fully recovered to its
pre-pandemic levels of 2019-
20, with the real GDP growth
rate estimated at 8.7% in 2021-
2022.

The sentiments regarding
their competitiveness in the
past three years and their future
expectations regarding growth
and adoption of technology

remain optimistic for these
small and medium family
enterprises, even though expec-
tations regarding cost increas-
es run high. 

Microenterprises reported
better business performance
than other small and medium
enterprise peers. 

Most microenterprises
reported stable or increasing
sales, market shares, prof-
itability, Return on Assets,
Return on Equity, and profit
margins compared to medium
enterprises. These enterprises
also reported employing a
greater or the same number of
people as before. 

More service sector enter-
prises reported improvement in
business parameters such as

sales, market share, profitabil-
ity, number of people
employed, and profit margin
on sales compared to manu-

facturing enterprises and thus
outperformed them. 

It is on the family side that
family businesses face the most

significant challenge. While
the FBs are governed by clear
values and a code of conduct,
there is less attention paid to
critical aspects such as family
governance and planning for
succession. 

This manifests in unclear
succession timing, despite an
intent to hand over the business
to the next-gen family member
and a reluctance to let go due
to the perceived inability or
lack of interest in the next-gen
family members. 

“Our survey reveals that
despite a seemingly difficult
and uncertain business envi-
ronment, small and medium
family businesses seem less
pressurized by business devel-
opments. 

In fact, family businesses
will face greater headwinds
from the family side than from
the business side, with issues of
succession and governance
looming large and threatening
their business performance. 

Our survey also sounds a
warning bell to family busi-
nesses in India- the most
common form of business
organization. 

Family Businesses will
need to put their family in
order, so that they can reap the
benefits of an improving busi-
ness environment,” said Dr
Tulsi Jayakumar, Executive
Director, CFBE and author of
the report. 

Pointing to the difficulties
of succession planning - a key

section of the survey, Dr
Jayakumar added:
“Management schools and con-
sultants will need to train the
senior generation family mem-
bers of the importance of ‘let-
ting go’ in order to preserve the
family business they have
invested so much in. 

Many of the respondents
among the senior gen in our
survey expressed their intent to
continue running the business
as long as they could. 

This would of course
demotivate the talented and
independent among the next-
gen. 

Transgenerational entre-
preneurship can be fostered
only through paying sufficient
attention to family dynamics.”
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Venture capital (VC) invest-
ments in Indian startups

plunged over 38 per cent in
2022 as economic uncertainty
and market volatility affected
fundraising and investment
activities, GlobalData said on
Tuesday.

In a statement, GlobalData
said an analysis of its financial
deals database reveals that “a
total of 1,726 VC funding deals
worth $20.9 billion were
announced in India in 2022
compared to 1,715 deals worth
$33.8 billion in 2021.”

“The ongoing economic
uncertainty and market volatil-
ity continue to affect the
fundraising and investment
activities in India and subse-
quently VC investment in the
country startups suffered a
massive year-on-year 38.2 per
cent decline in value terms dur-
ing 2022,” the data and analyt-
ics company said.

Aurojyoti Bose, lead ana-
lyst at GlobalData, said India is
a key Asia-Pacific market and
stands just next to China in
terms of VC funding deals by
volume and value.

It is also among the top
four markets (the US, the UK,
China and India) globally.

India accounted for 5.1
per cent and 6.3 per cent share
of global VC funding value and

volume, respectively, in 2022.
While the US, the UK and

China registered decline in VC
funding deal volume in 2022
compared to the previous year,
India stood out as a notable
exception and registered 0.6 per
cent growth.

“Although India’s VC fund-
ing deal volume has slightly
increased year-on-year, the sig-
nificant drop in VC funding
value seems to be a fallout of
growing investor cautiousness
over startup valuations.
Moreover, volatile market con-
ditions and recession fears seem
to have forced many investors
to preserve capital. The restric-
tions on travel and in-person
meetings also made it more dif-
ficult for VC firms to conduct
due diligence on potential
investments,” Bose said.

The average size of VC
funding deals, which stood at
$19.7 million in 2021 fell to
$12.1 million in 2022. The
number of VC deals valued
more than or equal to $100
million announced in India
stood at 42 in 2022 as com-
pared to 86 during the previous
year.

“The decrease in venture
capital investment can also be
attributed to the lack of com-
panies that can generate sig-
nificant returns for investors.
This is a common challenge for
emerging economies, and India
is no exception,” Bose added.

GlobalData said historic
data may change in case some
deals get added to previous
months because of a delay in
the disclosure of information in
the public domain.
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The Finance Ministry on
Tuesday held a meeting

with private sector lenders to
review progress made by them
under the flagship financial
inclusion and social security
schemes.

“Dr. Vivek Joshi, Secretary
DFS chaired a meeting today
with the representatives of
Private Sector Banks, Small
Finance Banks and Payment
Banks to review the progress
made by them under various
Financial Inclusion initiatives
(PMJDY, PMJJBY, PMSBY,
APY, PM SVANidhi, etc.),”
Department of Financial
Services said in a tweet.

Last week, Joshi met heads
of public sector banks and
urged them to achieve targets
under various schemes for cur-
rent financial year.

During the meeting,
progress of various social secu-

rity (Jan Suraksha) schemes,
including Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY),
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMJJBY),
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana (PMSBY), Atal Pension
Yojana (APY), Pradhan Mantri
MUDRA and Prime Minister
Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar
Nidhi (PMSVANidhi), and
Agri credit etc, were reviewed.

Indian Banks’ Association
(IBA) has already been request-
ed to expedite the Consumer
Service Rating for all Scheduled
Commercial Banks to gauge
the consumer expectation and
enable banks to raise their
standards of services delivery to
every segment.
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Full service carrier Vistara
will continue to expand and

expects to have a total of 70
planes by mid-2024, its chief
Vinod Kannan said on
Tuesday.

The airline, a joint venture
between Tata Sons and
Singapore Airlines, reported an
operating profit for the first
time since inception in the
three months ended December
2022.

By the middle of next year,
Kannan said it will have a
total of 70 aircraft, including 7
Boeing 787s.

Out of the total 70 planes,
there will also be 10 A321s and
53 A320 neos, the Vistara CEO
said at a briefing.

Among the 53 A320 neos,
10 planes will have all econo-
my class and the rest will have
three classes. Currently, the
airline has a fleet of 53 aircraft.

“We will continue to
expand... More international

routes (will be added),” Kannan
said.

Without disclosing the
exact profit figure in the
December quarter, the airline
also said it crossed the $1 bil-
lion revenue mark and
remained EBITDA positive in
the current fiscal year.

EBITDA refers to Earnings

Before Interest, Taxes,
Depreciation and
Amortisation.

“For the first time since
inception, the airline reported
a net profit (excluding unre-
alised foreign currency loss
and non-operating income)
for the quarter ended
December 2022,” Vistara said.
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The rupee fell 28 paise to
close at 81.70 (provisional)

against the US dollar on
Tuesday as unabated foreign
fund outflow hit market senti-
ments.

However, a weak dollar
and fall in crude prices capped
the losses in the local curren-
cy, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 81.61 to a dol-
lar against the previous close of
81.42. The local unit moved in
a range of 81.43 to 81.76 dur-
ing the day.

On Monday, the rupee had
declined by 25 paise to close at
81.42 against the US 
dollar.

Meanwhile, the US dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, declined 0.01
per cent to 102.15 amid con-

cerns over US economic
growth.

The Brent crude was trad-
ing 0.41 per cent lower at
$87.83 per barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex ended almost flat at
60,978.75, up 37.08 points or
0.06 per cent. The broader
NSE Nifty inched up 0.25
points to 18,118.30.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net sellers
in the capital market on
Monday as they sold shares
worth �219.87 crore, according
to exchange data.
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Airawat Indices Pvt Ltd, a
joint venture firm founded

by former Sebi Chairman M
Damodaran and Decimal Point
Analytics, has launched a new
index ATOM, comprising 30
midcap companies listed on
stock exchanges.

ATOM (Airawat
Touchstone MidCap Index) is
a thematic index designed to
serve investors seeking to invest
in “well-governed mid-cap
companies”, the company said
in a release.

The joint venture has
selected these 30 midcap com-

panies from the AMFI’s
(Association of Mutual Funds
in India) list of midcap 150
stocks as the starting point of
its scoring methodology.

Damodaran, former
Chairman of UTI and IDBI,
also announced a Corporate
Governance Index for midcap
companies.

The methodology to select
the 30 companies in ATOM
captures the financial quality
and corporate governance stan-
dards of the AMFI midcap uni-
verse, it said, adding the index
is reconstituted every six
months based on revisions
AMFI makes to its list of 150

midcap companies.
Speaking at the launch of

ATOM, Damodaran said: “The
midcap space is conventional-
ly thought to be risky and full
of dodgy companies. However,
we decided to explode this
myth and found a way to sys-
tematically identify well-gov-

erned companies to create
ATOM”.

He further said with the
rapid growth of asset manage-
ment services in India, having
a handful of index providers
may prove to be insufficient.

“Airawat, as a new entrant,
is committed to finding new
and innovative segments in
the markets and creating
indices around which investors
can build unique portfolios,” he
said.

Ashutosh Bishnoi, Advisor
to Airawat and a former Board
member of the Association of
Mutual Funds of India, said
ATOM represents the best

quality of midcap companies in
India.

“On a CAGR basis, it out-
performed the 150 midcap
stocks over the last five years by
over 500 bps and yet signifi-
cantly underperformed over
the last one year,” he 
said.

Decimal Point Analytics
serves capital market institu-
tions in Europe and the US
from its offices in London, New
York, Gift City, Nashik and
Mumbai. Decimal Point
already handles the manage-
ment of over 400 indices for
global index companies, the
release said.
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Benchmark Sensex trimmed
early gains to close mar-

ginally higher while Nifty set-
tled flat in choppy trade on
Tuesday as gains in auto shares
were offset by selling pressure
in banking and energy 
shares.

The 30-share BSE barom-
eter closed slightly up by 37.08
points or 0.06 per cent to
60,978.75, with 15 of its stocks
ending in green and the rest in
red. The index opened higher
and gained over 300 points to
a high of 61,266.06 in early
trade.

The index, however,
dropped over 400 points from
the day’s high to touch a low of
60,849.12 due to selling in
select counters.

The broader NSE Nifty
closed flat at 18,118.30 with 29
of its shares ending in red and
21 in green. The 50-issue index
touched a high of 18,201.25
and a low of 18,078.65 in the
day trade.

“Mirroring robust global
peers, the domestic market
extended previous gains driven
by auto stocks. However, due to

selling pressure in banking
shares, the indices anchored
close to the flatline,” Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services, said.

Auto stocks were in focus
prior to the earnings results of
the sector major Maruti Suzuki
India. Hopes of a soft landing
of the US economy along with
the anticipation of a lesser rate
hike boosted global bourses,
Nair said.

Among major gainers, Tata
Motors rose the most by 3.26
per cent.

Maruti Suzuki India rose
by 3.23 per cent after its post-

ed a two-fold jump in net
profit for the December quar-
ter on robust sales.

HCL Tech, HDFC twins,
Asian Paints, IndusInd Bank,
TCS and ITC were among the
gainers.

Axis Bank declined 2.43
per cent a day after it reported
its financial results. L&T,
Reliance Industries, SBI, Kotak
Bank, Tata Steel and Power
Grid were major losers.

Ajit Mishra, VP - Technical
Research, Religare Broking Ltd
said that stock markets ended
almost unchanged in a volatile
trading session in continuation

of the prevailing consolida-
tion phase.

Auto and IT shares
advanced while metal, realty
and pharma declined.

In the broader market, BSE
Midcap declined 0.3 per cent to
25,038.24 and Smallcap
dropped 0.43 per cent to
28,422.45.

Among sectoral indices,
BSE Metal fell by 1.21 per
cent, Healthcare by 1.01 per
cent, Realty by 0.95 per cent,
Utilities by 0.82 per cent, Power
by 0.78 per cent and capital
goods by 0.75 per cent.

On the other hand, BSE
Auto gained 1.17 per cent, IT
by 0.66 per cent, Consumer
Discretionary by 0.71 per cent
and Consumer Durables by
0.51 per cent.

Asian stock markets were
also higher following overnight
gains in US markets on expec-
tations that the Federal Reserve
will trim its rate hikes to tamp
down inflation.

Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 index
gained 1.5 per cent and
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 rose
0.4 per cent. Many markets in
Asia were closed for the Lunar
New Year holidays.
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Tata Group-owned Infiniti
Retail which operates con-

sumer electronics store chain
under the ‘Croma’ brand has
drawn up ‘rapid expansion’
plan in the next financial year,
the company said on Tuesday.

The company recently
launched its 300th store in the
city.

Croma launched around
100 new stores this year and
plans rapid expansion in the
next financial year. Croma has
been expanding its footprint in
Tier II and III towns to reach
more people, the company said
in a statement.

With the inauguration of
the 300th store in Chennai, the
company has 19 stores in Tamil
Nadu.

“We are elated to have sur-
passed the milestone of 300
stores spanning across the top
100 plus cities of India. With
our growing retail presence,
our aim is to delight our cus-

tomers with a world class shop-
ping experience, expert advice
and assured lifetime service,”
Croma Infiniti-Retail Ltd MD
and CEO Avijit Mitra said.

“We will continue to
expand our service across India
with stores and croma.Com,”
he said.

The company has
revamped its website
www.Croma.Com to enhance
online shopping experience
for its more than 30 million
monthly traffic.

The 300th store in
Sholinganallur is spread across
10,000 sq ft offering a range of
products including televisions,
smartphones, digital devices,
home appliances among others.
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Total toll collection through
FASTag on fee plazas,

including state highway toll
plazas, increased 46 per cent to
�50,855 crore in 2022, state-
owned NHAI said on Tuesday.

Total toll collection
through FASTag on fee plazas,
including state highway toll
plazas, in 2021 was �34,778
crore.

The average daily toll col-
lection through FASTag on
NH fee plazas in December
2022 was �134.44 crore, and the
single day highest collection
touched �144.19 crore on
December 24, 2022, the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) said in a
statement.

Similarly, the statement
said the number of FASTag
transactions also witnessed a
growth of about 48 per cent
year-on-year in 2022.

The number of FASTag
transactions in 2021 and 2022

was 219 crore and 324 crore,
respectively, it added.

The statement said with 6.4
crore FASTags issued as of
date, the total number of
FASTag-enabled fee plazas
across the country also grew to
1,181 (including 323 state high-
way fee plazas) in 2022 from
922 in the previous year 
2021.

FASTag implementation
has reduced the waiting time at
NH Fee Plazas significantly.

A FASTag allows a user to
pay the highway fee electroni-
cally without having to stop at
the toll collection booths set up
by the highway 
operators.

Since February 16, 2021,
the government has made
FASTag mandatory for all pri-
vate as well as commercial
vehicles.

As per the rules, vehicles
that do not have a valid or
functional FASTag must pay
double the toll charge as a
penalty.
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Gold price rose �295 to
�57,217 per 10 grams in

the national capital on Tuesday
amid gains in the precious
metal globally, according to
HDFC Securities. The yellow
metal had ended at �56,922 per
10 grams in the previous trade.

Silver, however, declined
�63 to �68,779 per kilogram.

“Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at
�57,217 per 10 grams, up � 295
per 10 grams,” said an analyst
at HDFC Securities.

In the overseas market,
gold was quoting higher at
$1,938 per ounce while silver
was down at $23.64 per ounce.

Comex spot gold price is
trading higher by 0.36 per cent
at $1,938 per ounce against its
previous close, the analyst said.

“Gold prices reversed
course to edge up as the dollar
pared gains, while investors
looked at US economic data
amid expectations of  slower
pace of interest rate hikes,”
Navneet Damani said.
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Polish Football Association
(PZPN) president Cezary

Kulesza hinted on Monday that
former Portugal boss Fernando
Santos would be named their
new coach.

The PZPN will hold a press
conference on Tuesday to
announce a new man in charge
with Santos heavily linked with
the role.

"See you tomorrow at the
press conference at the nation-
al stadium," Kulesza said on
Twitter in a message with a
photo of himself alongside
Santos attached.

Kulesza also retweeted a
congratulatory message from
Polish Sports Minister Kamil
Bortniczuk.

"Fernando Santos is a coach
with a very good resume... suc-
cesses... and work experience
with huge stars," Bortniczuk

said on Twitter.
Former England and Liver-

pool midfielder Steven Gerrard
had also been linked with the
position.

Santos, 68, will succeed
Czeslaw Michniewicz, who was

sacked last month following a
last-16 appearance at the World
Cup in Qatar.

Poland finished second in
their group, beating Saudi
Arabia, drawing with Mexico
and losing to eventual champi-
ons Argentina.

In the last 16 for the first
time in 36 years, they went out
after a tame 3-1 defeat at the
hands of eventual runners-up
France.

Santos was previously Por-
tugal coach, but quit last month
following the team's shock
World Cup quarter-final loss to
Morocco.

Appointed coach of Portu-
gal in September 2014, Santos
won the country's first major
title at Euro 2016 and followed
it up with the 2019 Nations
League.

However, his time in charge
also saw last 16 exits at the 2018
World Cup and Euro 2020.
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Kylian Mbappe became the
first Paris Saint-Germain

player to score five times in one
match as the Ligue 1 giants
crushed sixth-tier amateur min-
nows Pays de Cassel 7-0 in the
French Cup on Monday.

Mbappe, who scored a hat-
trick in France's defeat by Argen-
tina in the World Cup final just
over a month ago, netted a hat-
trick in the first half here as PSG
led 4-0 at the break against their
regional league opponents.

He struck twice more after
the restart, with Neymar and
Carlos Soler scoring PSG's other
goals in the last-32 tie.

The Qatar-owned club, who
have won the French Cup 14 ti-
mes, more than any other team,
will now play away to bitter rivals
Marseille in the last 16 early next
month. That match is scheduled

for the week beginning February
6, just a week before PSG host
Bayern Munich in the first leg of
their Champions League last-16
tie. "Once we scored the first goal
it became harder for our oppo-
nents," PSG boss Christophe
Galtier told reporters.

"The opponents we'll face
over the next weeks are of a dif-
ferent quality," he added. Mbappe
was given the captain's armband
while Neymar also started, but
Lionel Messi was rested, allowed
to sit out this tie played before a
full house at the 38,000-seat
Stade Bollaert-Delelis in Lens.

Pays de Cassel are a tiny club
representing a handful of villages
inland from the port town of
Dunkirk in France's far north,
but their remarkable run to this
stage of the tournament stoked
the interest of the whole region.

They performed admirably
in the early stages against the

Ligue 1 leaders, but their resis-
tance was broken just before the
half-hour mark when Mbappe
turned in a Nuno Mendes cut-
back, the ball taking a crucial
deflection on its way in.

Mbappe then set up Ney-
mar for the Brazilian to score his
first goal since the World Cup,
before the France star lobbed in
his team's third and then com-
pleted a 12-minute hat-trick
from a Vitinha pass.

Mbappe's fourth, and PSG's
fifth, followed a goalkeeping
mistake in the 56th minute.

Neymar set up Soler to bac-
kheel in for 6-0 before Mbappe
completed the rout, his fifth of
the game allowing him to equal
the all-time record for most
French Cup goals.

He has now scored 29 times
in the competition, as many as
former Marseille great Jean-
Pierre Papin.
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Antonio Conte vowed to "win
something" with Harry

Kane after the striker became
Tottenham's joint record scorer
as his 266th goal for the club
sealed a vital 1-0 win against
Fulham on Monday.

England captain Kane net-
ted on the stroke of half-time
with a clinical strike from the
edge of the penalty area at
Craven Cottage.

Jimmy Greaves' Tottenham
record had stood since 1970, but
Kane's first goal in his last three
appearances gave him a share of
the historic milestone.

Kane played despite being ill
with a fever and Tottenham boss
Conte admitted he is desperate
to reward the selfless star with
silverware. Without a major
trophy for club and country,
Kane has been linked with
Manchester United.

But Conte said: "Today he
was amazing. I think he scored
a fantastic goal, the execution, to
control the ball, then to kick it
in that way, only a world-class
striker can score this goal.

"About the spirit that I
spoke before, I want to under-
line Harry played with a fever
and he was not so good, but he
wanted to play because he
understood the moment.

"He understood he is a
point of reference for us. For
sure, I would like to help him
and me, also his team-mates, to
try to do something important,

to win something with Totten-
ham because he loves Totten-
ham. "Tottenham is in his heart
and it should be good if togeth-
er we were able to win some-
thing, because then it is impor-
tant to have this record, but I
think it could be more important
if you win a trophy."

Kane could break Greaves'
record in Tottenham's next
match in the FA Cup fourth
round at second tier Preston on
Saturday. It is only a matter of
time before Kane takes sole
possession of Tottenham's most
hallowed record.

That remarkable achieve-
ment would have seemed
impossible during a difficult
start to his career that featured
several failed loan spells before
he finally emerged as a star.

Greaves, who died aged 81
in 2021, is regarded as one of the
most natural goal scorers in foot-
ball history. A member of
England's 1966 World Cup-
winning squad, who netted 44
times for his country, Greaves is
the highest scorer in English top-
flight history with 357 goals.

For Kane to be alongside
such a legendary player is a trib-
ute to his predatory instincts and
his perseverance.

The 29-year-old is now one
short of becoming the third
player to net 200 Premier League
goals, after Alan Shearer (260)
and Wayne Rooney (208).

Kane also drew level with
Rooney as England's joint record
goalscorer after bagging his

53rd international goal in the
World Cup quarter-final defeat
against France in December.
Thanks to Kane's 18th goal in all
competitions this season, fifth
placed Tottenham closed the gap
on fourth placed Manchester
United to three points.

It was a much-needed result
after successive defeats against
Manchester City and Arsenal
damaged Tottenham's bid to
qualify for next season's Cham-

pions League via a top four fin-
ish. Conte's team had conceded
21 goals in their previous 10
league matches.

So, while Kane rightly took
the spotlight, Conte was just as
pleased by his players' defensive
resilience. "It was a big win. I had
a good answer from my players.
I asked them for solidity of the
last season and the will and
desire to fight and to be
resilient," Conte said.
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Nottingham Forest boss
Steve Cooper said on

Monday his side will take the
attack to Manchester United in
this week's League Cup semi-
finals. Cooper's side host
United in the first leg on
Wednesday, then travel to Old
Trafford for the decisive second
leg one week later.

With Forest regarded as
under-dogs against star-stud-
ded United, it would be easily
for Cooper to adopt a defensive
game-plan in the hope of nick-
ing a narrow victory.

But Cooper said he would
tell his players to go on the
offensive at the City Ground.

"It's not been an easy ride
for sure to get to the semi-final,
and we've treated it like every

other game, one we want to do
well in and win," Cooper told
reporters.

"It's a semi-final, we really
want to commit to it, we real-
ly want to attack it. Obviously
it's Man United, it's over two
legs, incredibly tough games -
but ones we want to have no
regrets about.

"We're in the semi-final of
an important cup. I think we
should go into it thinking they
don't come along very often, so
treat it like it might be the last
one.

"There's a real good feeling
about the semi-final in the
city, the stadium will obvious-
ly be the atmosphere that it's
been every single game so far
this season, which has been
incredible, and we should real-
ly embrace that."
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Big-serving Elena Rybakina
blasted her way into the Aus-
tralian Open semi-finals on

Tuesday, while Karen Khachanov
followed suit in the men's draw after
Sebastian Korda suffered a wrist
injury.

In the first quarter-final on day
nine at Melbourne Park, Moscow-
born Kazakh Rybakina stepped up
her bid for a second Grand Slam
title with a ruthless 6-2, 6-4 win
over Jelena Ostapenko.

She will face American third
seed Jessica Pegula or two-time
Australian Open champion Victo-
ria Azarenka in the last four.

The 23-year-old Rybakina sent
down 11 aces to blow former
French Open champion Ostapenko
off Rod Laver Arena in 79 minutes.

The 22nd seed has blasted 35
aces so far, more than any other
woman at the tournament.

Ominously, she said her serve
is better now than when she won
Wimbledon last year.

"I gained even more power. It's
my weapon on the court and of
course we are trying to work on it,"
she said, before adding: "Always a
lot to improve."

The first men's quarter-final
had been warming up nicely until
Korda hurt his wrist against Russia's
Khachanov.

The 18th seed went through
when the young American retired
in the third set, down 7-6 (7/5), 
6-3, 3-0.

Khachanov's reward is a clash
with either Greek third seed Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas or unseeded Czech
Jiri Lehecka, who play later, for a
spot in Sunday's final.

Tsitsipas is the highest remain-
ing seed in the draw after a series
of shock exits.

The 22-year-old Korda, who
had been attempting to emulate his
father Petr's Australian Open vic-
tory in 1998, said afterwards that
he could barely hold the racquet.

He said he first felt the injury
while playing the Adelaide Inter-
national this month, where he
made the final and forced a cham-
pionship point before being beaten
by Novak Djokovic.

But it had not bothered him in

the opening four rounds at Mel-
bourne Park until he hit a return in
the second set.

"I had it in Adelaide and then
it went away completely. Now it just
came back out of nowhere," he said.
"I have never had any wrist issues
before.

"I knew kind of what it was
right away, right when I hit the
return. I kind of felt that spot that
I was feeling before.

"Some forehands I couldn't
even hold the racquet. Volleying
was almost impossible for me, so
it was a little tough."

For Khachanov it is a second
consecutive Grand Slam semi-
final, having reached the last four
at the 2022 US Open.

Nine-time Melbourne champi-
on Djokovic is still on the scene,
with a quarter-final against Russian
fifth seed Andrey Rublev on
Wednesday, but otherwise the draw
has opened up.

"I'm feeling good, to be honest,
and really happy about the way I'm
competing," said Khachanov,
ranked 20th in the world.

"I'm looking forward to the
semi-finals here in Australia for the
first time."
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Nick Kyrgios's knee surgery
was a "great success" with

the temperamental Australian
targeting a return for the
Indian Wells ATP Masters in
March, his manager said on
Tuesday.

The 27-year-old went
under the knife in Canberra
on Monday after pulling out of
the Australian Open on the eve
of the tournament, saying he
was "devastated" to miss his
home Grand Slam.

"The surgery was a great
success," his manager Daniel
Horsfall told the Melbourne
Age newspaper.

"We couldn't have been
more pleased with the out-
come of it. Now we will be
pushing ahead for a speedy
recovery and are aiming to see
everyone at Indian Wells."

Kyrgios, considered an
outside chance of winning the
Australian Open, had surgery
to repair a small tear in his left
lateral meniscus.
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Sebastian Korda said he could
barely hold the racquet before

retiring in the Australian Open
quarter-finals Tuesday, but
despite the disappointment is
confident of "really big things"
ahead.

He said he first felt the in-
jury while playing the Adelaide
International this month, where
he made the final and forced a
championship point before be-
ing beaten by Novak Djokovic.

But it had not bothered
him in the opening four rounds
at Melbourne Park until he hit
a return in the second set.

"I had it in Adelaide and
then it went away completely.
Now it just came back out of
nowhere," he said. "I have never
had any wrist issues before.

"I knew kind of what it was
right away, right when I hit the
return. I kind of felt that spot

that I was feeling before.
"Some forehands I couldn't

even hold the racquet. Volleying

was almost impossible for me, so
it was a little tough."

Despite the pain of defeat, it
was a hugely successful Austra-
lian Open for Korda, who made
a Grand Slam quarter-final for
the first time.

Along the way he stunned
two-time losing finalist and sev-
enth seed Daniil Medvedev and
world number 10 Hubert
Hurkacz.

"There is a lot of positives.
I mean, way more positives
than even negatives," he said.

"Today was tough, but hope-
fully it's nothing serious and I
can take care of it so I don't have
it in the future.

"Still a great tournament.
My first quarter-final in a Grand
Slam. You know, I'm going to go
forward with my head high
and keep working."
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The Indian team of Rohan
Bopanna and Sania Mirza

moved to the Australian Open
mixed doubles semifinals with-
out moving a sinew as they got
a walk over from Jelena
Ostapenko and David Vega
Hernandez here on Tuesday.

The Indian team has not
yet dropped a set in the mixed
team competition.

They now await the win-
ner of the quarterfinal between
the pairs of third seeded
Desirae Krawczyk and Neal
Skupski and Taylor Townsend
and Jamie Murray.

Bopanna and his partner
Mathew Ebden, seeded 10th,
had made a first round exit
from the men's doubles event,
while Mirza and her Kazkah
partner Anna Danilina had lost
in the women's doubles second
round.

Ramkumar Ramanathan
and his Mexican partner
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela,
Yuki Bhambri and Saketh
Myneni had also made first
round exits.

Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
and N Sriram Balaji had
reached the second round
before bowing out.

No Indian featured in
men's singles competition.
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Inter Milan missed the chance
to go second in Serie A when

they slipped to a 1-0 defeat at
home to Empoli on Monday.

Inter, who had won their last
nine league games against
Empoli, began the day in third
but their hopes of climbing
above city rivals AC Milan into
second were hampered five
minutes before half-time when
Milan Skriniar was dismissed for
a second yellow card.

The Slovak defender, who
has been linked with a move to
Paris Saint-Germain, was
booked for obstruction in the
25th minute before being shown
the red card for a nasty tackle.

The only goal came after 66
minutes when Nedim Bajrami
provided the assist for 19-year-

old Tommaso Baldanzi to fire
home off his left foot for his third
goal of the season.

Inter battled hard to retrieve
the game with Simone Inzaghi
throwing both Edin Dzeko and
Romelu Lukaku into the fray.

They came close on sever-
al occasions and had a header
rebound off the bar but less than
a week after lifting the Italian
Super Cup in style with a 3-0
win over AC Milan, Inter may
have kissed goodbye to the
Scudetto.

Inter remain third, a point
behind AC Milan who play at
Lazio on Tuesday, and level on
points with Roma.

Napoli are the runaway
leaders, 12 points clear at the top.

In Monday's other game
Bologna were held to a 1-1 draw
by bottom side Cremonese.
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Former Australia captain
Michael Clarke cannot fath-

om why Pat Cummins' side is
not playing practice or tour
games ahead of the Border-
Gavaskar series, beginning in
India on February 9.

Australia will be touring
India for the four-Test series,
with the opening game sched-
uled at Nagpur, and Clarke
opined that not playing a tour
game could have a "significant"
impact on the outcome.

"That's the part (not play-
ing tour games) I don't under-
stand," Clarke was quoted as
saying by Big Sports Breakfast
on Tuesday.

"The no tour game before
the first Test in India. I hope I'm
proven wrong but I think that
is going to be significant."
Clarke, who played 115 Tests
and scored more than 8,600
runs, added that playing 20-
over or 50-over games in India
was completely different from
competing in the longest for-
mat, especially while counter-
ing spin.

"You need a completely dif-
ferent plan to what you have
(been) playing in Australia,
the way you start your innings
against spin bowling, the way
you play reverse swing, through
the Australian summer we
didn't see any reverse swing, the
games were over in two, three
days," he said. Clarke added
that the probability of India
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playing at least two spinner in the
four-Test series could well favour
them, given that the Australians
are predominantly playing quick
bowlers.

"So reverse swing is going to
play a big part (in India), all these
batters that walk out and play
bowlers bowling 130-140ks —
there's every chance India is going
to play at least two spinners, so it's
a completely different game."

Australia will likely arrive in
India in the middle of next week,
giving them around seven days to
tune up for the gruelling series,
and Clarke felt that wouldn't be
enough.
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Rohit Sharma scored his
first ODI hundred in three
years while Shubman Gill

continued his domination with
another sublime ton as India
completed a clean sweep with a
90-run win over New Zealand
in the third match here on
Tuesday.

Batters from both sides lit
up the dead rubber as 680 runs
were scored at the Holkar
Stadium.

Rohit (101 off 85 balls) got
to the three-figure mark for the
first time since January 2020
while Gill (112 off 78) scored his
fourth ODI hundred to take
India to 385 for nine.

Following twin failures, the

New Zealand top-order put up
a much better show. Devon
Conway (138) stitched crucial
partnerships but Shardul Thakur
(3/45) and Kuldeep Yadav (3/62)
regularly struck to bowl out the
Balck Caps for 295 in 41.2
overs.

It was India's second consec-
utive clean sweep, having beat-
en Sri Lanka last week. After
Hardik Pandya (1/37) got rid of
Finn Allen (0), Conway shared
106 runs with Henry Nicholls
and 78 runs with Daryl Mitchell
(24). In the absence of Moham-
med Shami and Mohammed
Siraj, the Indian bowlers strug-
gled initially, leaking runs as
Conway tonked the ball all
around the park.

Shardul, however, managed

to turn the game, as he took
back-to-back wickets of Mitchell
and Tom Latham (0) in the 26th
over. In his next over, Thakur
sent Glenn Phillips (5) packing
with a cross-seamed delivery.

Umran Malik (1/52) then
got Conway as the centurion
pulled awkwardly with Rohit
doing the rest at midwicket as
the match seemed to slip out of
New Zealand's grasp.

The spin duo of Kuldeep
and Yuzvendra Chahal (2/43)
then cleaned up the tail.

Earlier, Rohit and Gill put
up a belligerent 212-run open-
ing stand, sharing 22 fours and
11 sixes between them.

Rahul Dravid joked on the
eve of the match that bowlers
don't want to bowl as soon as

they land in Indore because of
the batter-friendly conditions.
The batting great had a point,
and the New Zealanders rolling
over their arms during the first
25 overs would have shared
Dravid's sentiment.

At one point every ball that
Rohit and Gill's bat touched was
either flying to the boundary or
over it. Gill hit four fours and a
six to plunder 22 runs off Lockie
Ferguson in the eighth over,
symbolising the kind of form the
23-year-old has been in lately.

The youngster didn't have to
even time the ball for it to run
to the boundary. After three
fours, he launched the short ball
for an upper-cut six.

With the outfield quick and
the wicket flat, the rather inex-

perienced New Zealand bowling
unit had no answers to the
Indian openers' carnage.

The 26th over saw both
Rohit and Gill getting their cen-
turies. Rohit pulled away to
deep square to get to his mark
and, three balls later, Gill got to
the triple-figure mark, his third
in four innings.

New Zealand skipper Tom
Latham used as many as six
bowlers and it was his sixth
option — spinner Michael
Bracewell — who provided the
tourists their first breakthrough.

Trying to slog one out of the
park, Rohit missed the ball as it
kept low and turned to eventu-
ally hit the stumps. His wicket
was met with a roar by the par-
tisan crowd, welcoming Virat

Kohli (36).
A miscued shot in the next

over spelt the end of Gill's
innings as New Zealand struck
twice in quick succession.

Ishan Kishan (17) didn't
look too comfortable and took
nine balls to open his account.
A yes-no with Kohli, who had
sprinted halfway, marked the
end of the wicketkeeper batter's
stay in the middle.

New Zealand were able to
bring down the boundaries and
sixes and, looking to play a big
shot, Kohli couldn't beat Finn
Allen at mid-off. Firmly on
course for a 400-plus score,
India endured a familiar middle-
order batting collapse, before
Hardik Pandya (54 off 38 balls)
provided the final flourish.
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Smriti Mandhana and captain
Harmanpreet Kaur cracked fine

unbeaten half-centuries as India defeat-
ed West Indies by 56 runs to keep their
slate clean in the Women's T20I Tri-
Series here. India, after winning the toss
and electing to bat, were off to a good
start and managed 167 for two in 20
overs. They then restricted the opponents
to 111 for four to eke out their second
consecutive win of the series.

Openers Yastika Bhatia and
Mandhana stitched together a 33-run

partnership before the former was dis-
missed by off-spinner Karishma
Ramharack for 18 with just one delivery
remaining in power play.

Her dismissal brought in Harleen
Deol but her stay at the crease didn't last
long, as she was trapped in front while
trying to flick the ball on the off-side
from pacer Shanika Bruce.

At 52 for two, there were some tense
moments but once Mandhana and
Harmanpreet paired up, boundaries
flowed freely. Harmanpreet, who was
back leading the side after missing the
opening match of the tri-series report-

edly due to illness, was on song as she
smashed a 35-ball 51 studded with
eight boundaries.

Mandhana, after failing with the bat
in the opening game against South
Africa, was equally belligerent scoring 74
off just 51 deliveries as the duo batted
together for nearly 12 overs to guide India
to a competitive score.
Brief scores: India Women 167 for 2 in
20 overs (Smriti Mandhana 74*,
Harmanpreet Kaur 56*.) beat West
Indies Women 111 for 4 in 20 overs
(Shemaine Campbelle 47, Hayley
Matthews 34*)
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Wicketkeeper-batter Ris-
habh Pant, who is recov-

ering from the injuries he sus-
tained in a serious car crash two
days before the new year, is the
only Indian to be picked in the
ICC Men's Test team of 2022.

The 25-year-old had a glo-
rious year with the bat, amass-
ing 680 runs from 12 innings at
an average of 61.81 and a strike
rate of 90.90. He had two cen-
turies and four fifties in the year.

He smashed 21 sixes in
Tests in 2022 and was decent
with the gloves, producing 
six stumpings and taking 23
catches.

England skipper Ben Stokes,
who transformed the side with
his aggressive brand of cricket,
has been named captain of the
Test XI that also has his team-
mates Jonny Bairstow and James
Anderson.

The ICC Test XI features
four Aussies including skipper
Pat Cummins forming a pace
combination with South African
ace Kagiso Rabada and
Anderson.

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam and West Indies skipper
Kraigg Brathwaite complete the
lineup.

Middle-order batter Shreyas
Iyer and young pacer Moha-
mmed Siraj are the only two

Indians who found a place in the
ICC ODI Team of 2022 cap-
tained by Pakistan's Babar
Azam.

In a fruitful 2022, Iyer pla-
yed the role of anchor in India's
star-studded batting lineup in
the 50-over.

Mostly slotting in at No.4,
Iyer played 17 games during the
calendar year and scored 724
runs at an average of 55.69.

He scored his runs at a brisk
pace of 91.52, which included
one century and six fifties to
cement his place in India's ODI
scheme of things ahead of the
World Cup in October-
November.

Siraj was one of the most
improved bowlers in white-ball
cricket and finished as the lead-
ing wicket-taker for the Men in
Blue with 24 scalps in 15 ODIs
in the absence of an injured
Jasprit Bumrah.
ICC Test Team of 2022: Ben
Stokes (c), Usman Khawaja,
Kraigg Brathwaite, Labuschagne,
Babar Azam, Jonny Bairstow,
Rishabh Pant (wk), Pat
Cummins, Rabada, Lyon and
Anderson.
ICC ODI Team of 2022: Babar
Azam (c), Travis Head, Shai
Hope, Shreyas Iyer, Tom Latham
(wk), Sikandar Raza, Mehidy
Hasan Miraz, Alzarri Joseph,
Mohammed Siraj, Trent Boult
and Adam Zampa.


