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The Pioneer wishes its
readers a very happy
Republic Day. Our offices
will remain closed on
January 26, hence there
will be no edition of the
paper on January 27,
except for the Delhi edition
of The Pioneer that will be
available for our readers.

Happy Republic Day
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Samajwadi Party founder late
Mulayam Singh Yadav, former

External Affairs Minister SM Krishna,
and tabla maestro Zakir Hussain are
among the six people listed for this
year’s Padma Vibhushan awards.

Others who will be  bestowed the
highest civilian honor are: Balkishna
Doshi from Gujarat (posthumously),
Dilip Mahalanabis (posthumously)
who worked in relief camps during
the Bangladesh war and  US-based
scientist and engineer Srinivas
Varadhan.

No one has been named for the
Bharat Ratna, the country's highest

civilian award. 
In the Padma Awards announced

ahead of  Republic  Day 2023,
President Droupadi Murmu  also list-
ed out  nine names for  Padma Bhushan
and 91 for Padma Shri Awards. 

The nine Padma Bhushan awardees
include:  Industrialist Kumar
Mangalam Birla, Infosys founder
Narayana Murthy’s wife and writer
Sudha Murthy, Kannada writer SL
Bhyrappa, and singer Vani Jayaram.
Telangana’s spiritual gurus Swami
Chinna Jeeyar Kamlesh D Patel and
writer and educationist Kapil Kapoor
from Delhi as well , and singer Suman
Kalyapur from Maharashtra were also
awarded Padma Bhushan. 
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In her maiden Address
to the Nation on the eve

of Republic Day,
President Droupadi
Murmu on Wednesday
said India is now being
seen with "new respect"
on the global stage.

She lauded the lin-
guistic diversity of the
country, founders of the
Constitution for giving a
moral framework, and
commended the roles of
farmers, workers, scien-
tists and engineers whose

combined strength
enables India to live up to
the spirit of "Jai Jawan,
Jai Kisan, Jai Vigyan, Jai
Anusandhan".

Asserting that the
world looked at India
now with a "new
respect", she pointed to
the country's leadership

of  G20 and said it was an
ideal platform to discuss
and find solutions to
"most pressing" prob-
lems such as global
warming and climate
change that were affect-
ing  the poor the most.
The President said after
a series of initiatives in
recent years to trans-
form all aspects of gover-
nance and unleash the
creative energies of the
people, the world has
started to look at India
with a new sense of
respect.
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The  proposed screening of
the controversial BBC doc-

umentary ‘India: The Modi
Question’ became a major
flashpoint between students
and the police at  Jamia Millia
Islamia University in the
national Capital on Wednesday.
The  police  first detained four
students and later  many more
when the students led a protest
to demand their release, the
Students' Federation of India
(SFI) claimed.

The students of the Punjab
University also organsied the
screening of  the BBC docu-
mentary  which was stalled
midway after authorities inter-
vened. In a tweet, the Congress-
affiliated  students wing  NSUI
said “@NSUIChandigarh
organised a screenplay of the
BBC Modi documentary at
Panjab University. The state
president and many students
watched the truth about

democracy killers.”
The SFI's bid to screen the

documentary at the Jamia cam-
pus comes a day after a simi-
lar event was organised at the
Jawaharlal Nehru University
during which students claimed
that power and Internet were
suspended and stones hurled at
them. The campus witnessed
heavy deployment of police and
the anti-riot units Rapid Action
Force (RAF) personnel.

Secretary of SFI Delhi State
committee, Pritish Menon said
the police detained the protes-
tors who had gathered there.

"We were about to begin the
demonstration but they were
detained before that. They were
taken to the police station,"
Menon said.

The SFI's Jamia unit had
released a poster announcing
that the documentary would be
screened at the MCRC lawn
Gate Number 8 at 6 PM.

The police said it detained
four students after the SFI
announced its plan.
The university administration

said the screening of the con-
troversial documentary would
not be allowed. 
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has  deplored the

derisive remarks made by  for-
mer US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo against  Sushma
Swaraj when she headed the
Foreign Ministry. 

Jaishankar's sharp reaction
came a day after Tuesday's
launch of Mike Pompeo’s book
in which he made disparaging
references about the late
Swaraj.
Writing about Swaraj, Pompeo
said he never saw his counter-
part Swaraj as an “important
political player" but got along
famously with S Jaishankar. "I
have seen a passage in
Secretary Pompeo's book refer-

ring to Smt Sushma Swaraj ji.
I always held her in great
esteem and had an exception-
ally close and warm relation-
ship with her. I deplore the dis-
respectful colloquialism used
for her," Jaishankar said.
In his latest book 'Never Give
an Inch: Fighting for the
America I Love' that hit the

stores on Tuesday, Pompeo
describes Swaraj somewhat
disparagingly, using the
American slang words "goof-
ball" and "heartland political
hack" for her.  
Swaraj served as the External
Affairs Minister from May
2014 to May 2019. She died in
August 2019. 

WASHINGTON: Former US
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo wrote in his book
that India and Pakistan came
close to nuclear war in 2019
after the Balakot strike and that
US intervention prevented
escalation. "I do not think the
world properly knows just how
close the India-Pakistan rival-
ry came to spilling over into a
nuclear conflagration in
February 2019," the likely
future presidential contender
wrote in his memoirs of his
time as Donald Trump's top
diplomat and earlier CIA chief.
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In an attempt to carry forward the momentum generated by
the Bharat Jodo Yatra of former President of Congress party

Rahul Gandhi, the party would launch the ‘ Hath se Hath Jodo’
campaign on Republic Day. Informing about the campaign, the
national general secretary of the Congress party and the mem-
ber of the steering committee, Mohan Prakash said that today
India is being broken at every level and the resources of the coun-
try are being diverted  towards a handful of the people. He said
that Rahul Gandhi is breaking the hatred, hopelessness and neg-
ativity of the BPJ government and is joining India. Lakhs of the
people are walking with Gandhi and the Yatra which started from
Kanyakumari has now reached Jammu. He said that the party
would provide more comprehensiveness to the Bharat Jodo cam-
paign by undertaking another campaign of ‘ Hath Se Hath Jodo’
in the country which would be led by the block committees of
the party. Under the campaign the message of Rahul Gandhi and
chargesheet of failures of Modi government would be taken to
every household in six lakh villages, 2.5 lakh village Panchayats
and ten lakh polling booths. Launching an attack on the Modi
government for uncontrolled price rise, the Congress leader said
that the prices of cooking gas cylinders, petrol, diesel, edible oil,
pulses and wheat flour and other things have skyrocketed. He
said that the prices of crude are continuously falling in the inter-
national market but the Modi government is refusing to reduce
the prices of petrol and diesel. He said that 60 per cent of the
country's wealth is concentrated in the hands of less than five
per cent of people. Prakash said that a recent report by the ‘glob-
al hunger index’ suggests that India has come to 101st position
in the list of 116 countries and our neighbours such as Pakistan,
Nepal and Bangladesh are above us. Citing the report of NSO,
the Congress leader said that the per day income of farmers in
the country is only Rs 27 per day. “This government promised
to double the income of the farmers but it has decreased,’’ he said.
The Pradesh Congress Committee (PCC) president Karan Mahara
and others were present on the occasion.

PNS    DEHRADUN

Interim report submitted by all institutes working in Joshimath

All the scientific and technical institutes
engaged in finding the cause of land

subsidence in Joshimath city and sug-
gesting the preventive measures to be
adopted have submitted their preliminary
reports to the National Disaster
Management Authority (NMDA). The sec-
retary, disaster management Ranjit Sinha
informed on Wednesday that all eight insti-
tutes working in Joshimath have submit-
ted their preliminary reports and NMDA
after studying and compiling these reports

would send a report to the Uttarakhand
government. He said that the process of
setting up the model prefabricated shelters
on the land of the horticulture department
in Joshimath would be completed soon.
These structures are being constructed at
Dhak village, Chamoli.  On a positive note,
Sinha said that the number of buildings
having cracks has not increased on

Wednesday. Till now cracks have been
noticed in 863 buildings.  He said that an
amount of Rs 3.77 crore has been distrib-
uted to 307 affected families in Joshimath
as an interim relief. Sinha added that the
discharge of underground water in Jaypee
colony was at 181 litre per minute (LPM)
on Wednesday. This was at 540 LPM on
January 6.

Uttarakhand gears up to host
important meetings of G-20 summit
PNS    DEHRADUN

The State administration is
gearing up for hosting

important meetings of G-20
countries in the last week of
May and June this year. On
Wednesday the chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami held a
review meeting on preparations
for these meetings at the State
secretariat. Speaking on the
occasion, the CM said that the
secretary of the department
concerned would hold regular
review of the preparations.
The CM said that he himself
would check the preparations
every 15 days.

He said that these meetings
would give a new recognition
to the State on the international
forum. The representatives of
the G-20 countries would also
participate in the Ganga Arti in
Rishikesh.  The CM directed
the officers to make necessary
preparations for the presenta-
tion to be given to the partici-

pants of the G-20 countries in
these meetings. He said that the
summit is a very good oppor-
tunity for us to provide nation-
al and international recognition
for the local products of
Uttarakhand. Dhami said that
special  features of the products
which need to be highlighted
should be identified. He said
that efforts are being made to
ensure that one meeting each
of G-20 is hosted in Garhwal
and Kumaon divisions. Two
meetings of the G-20 summit
are scheduled in Uttarakhand.
He said that a comprehensive
public awareness campaign
should be undertaken by the
education, higher education,
information and Police for
these meetings.

The CM directed that stalls
of local products should be set
up in the places where the G-
20 meetings would be held and
cultural programmes should

also be held. The arrange-
ments of Yoga and
Panchakarma should also be
made and presentations on the
works done by the State in the
field of Yoga and Ayurveda
should be made. The chief

secretary S S Sandhu,
Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS) Radha Raturi, ACS
Anand Bardhan, Principal
Secretary R K Sudhanshu and
others attended the meeting.

Cong to launch Hath Se Hath
Jodo campaign from today

PNS    DEHRADUN

PNS    DEHRADUN

Cong hurt interests of U’khand by raising
Joshimath issue at RaGa’s Yatra: BJP

The Uttarakhand unit of the
BJP has said that by show-

casing the Joshimath issue
prominently during the ongo-
ing Bharat Jodo Yatra of Rahul
Gandhi in Jammu and Kashmir
the Congress party has tried to
denigrate the image of the
State and hurt the tourism
sector including the Char
Dham Yatra. Reacting to the
reports that Rahul Gandhi
would soon visit Joshimath, the
media in charge of the BJP
Manvir Chauhan said that he
had visited the State during the
disaster of 2013 as part of the
politics and went away after
conducting an aerial tour.
Chauhan said that the State
Congress was engaged in a bit-
ter power struggle when the
State was fighting with the
spectre of disaster. The Chief
Minister got changed but the
disaster of corruption started in
the State. “ The saga of these

disasters echoed in the entire
country but the prince of
Congress party remained aloof
then,’’ he quipped. Chauhan
said that the State government
is making necessary arrange-
ments for relief and rehabilita-
tion of the affected families of
Joshimath. The situation is
being directly monitored by
both Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and CM Pushkar Singh
Dhami. Chauhan said that
Rahul Gandhi had directed
the Congress leaders to share
the pain of the people of
Joshimath but the
Congressmen landed in the
Bharat Jodo Yatra. Launching
an attack on the Congress
party, the BJP leader said that
the Congress leaders who are
shedding crocodile tears on the
projects know it very well that
all the projects were conceived
during their rule.
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STF arrests CSC operators
making fake IDs

The Uttarakhand Special
Task Force (STF) has ar-

rested two men from a com-
mon service centre (CSC)
operating at Selaqui area of
Dehradun for making coun-
terfeit documents including
Aadhar cards and birth certifi-
cates among others. Many of
such Aadhar cards are also al-
legedly updated in the central
government’s website of
UIDAI. Both accused are also
suspected to be associated
with other such gangs active
in other parts of the country.
The STF has recovered official
stamps of several government
hospitals of many states which
were used to forge birth cer-
tificates. The senior superin-
tendent of police of STF,
Ayush Agrawal said that the
authorities received informa-
tion about a CSC in Selaqui

area that was making counter-
feit documents like Aadhar
card, and other IDs that can
be used for anti-national ac-
tivities too. The STF’s investi-
gation confirmed the
allegations following which a
team conducted a raid in the
CSC on Tuesday. The STF ar-
rested CSC operators named
Idrish Khan and Rohil Malik
and recovered several forged
documents including birth
certificates which were forged
using official stamps of several
government hospitals of the
country. Agrawal said that the
accused revealed during the
investigation that they have
been in contact with some
people in Jharkhand and
Bihar who create such fake
websites that help them to
issue a birth certificate from
any government hospital of a

district.

These certificates are mostly
the exact same copy of the real
certificate to prevent suspicion
as per the accused, said the
SSP. “Many labourers from
various States arrive in several
factories set up in the Selaqui
area for work. Those who do
not have a legitimate Aadhar
card or are underage as per
their own IDs, approach CSC
to increase their age in IDs to
be eligible to get the job,’' said
Agrawal. He said that the au-
thorities are investigating both
accused to get information
about how many such docu-
ments they have issued since
they started this scam. The
STF will proceed on the mat-
ter as per the information re-
vealed during the
investigation, added Agrawal.

Ghana national involved in cyber fraud arrested

The Uttarakhand Special Task Force
(STF) has arrested a Ghana national

from Delhi for a cyber fraud of Rs 15 lakh.
The Deputy Superintendent of Police
(DSP) of Cyber Crime, STF, Ankush
Mishra informed that a resident of
Rishikesh had registered a case of being a
victim of an online scam of Rs 15 lakh. He
said that during the investigation, the po-
lice found involvement of a resident of
Ghana, Ebuka Obi, in the fraud. On the
basis of the evidence gathered in the case,
a team of cyber police of STF was sent to
Delhi on Tuesday who finally nabbed the
accused from Mohan Garden area, said the
DSP. He said that the STF also recovered 10
mobile sets, three each SIM cards and debit

cards. Explaining the modus operandi of
the accused, Mishra said that Obi used to
call victims from different mobile numbers
in the name of sending online prizes or
gifts and lure them into doing online trans-
actions. He also used to pose as customs
officer and demanded money in different
accounts in the name of tax submission,
said Mishra. The DSP has appealed to the
public not to share any personal informa-
tion and bank details in the name of claim-
ing online gifts or prizes as cyber criminals
used them to conduct cyber frauds. He also
appealed to the public to contact authori-
ties or call the helpline number 1930 im-
mediately after the witness or become a
victim of cyber fraud.

Unemployed youths hold protest
outside Edu minister’s residence

Unemployed youth on
Wednesday protested out-

side the residence of Education
Minister Dhan Singh Rawat in
Dehradun after they could not
meet him. Several unemployed
youth from across the State
trained in Bachelor of Educa-
tion (B Ed) and  having
Diploma in Elementary Educa-
tion (D El Ed) arrived in
Dehradun on Wednesday to
meet Rawat for the govern-
ment’s failure of not recruiting
eligible candidates in vacant
teaching posts in the education
department.

The State President of B Ed
Trained Federation, Sangeeta
Shah said that thousands of
such youths are about to cross
their maximum eligible age
limit for government service
and the state government
should start the recruitment
process without delay consid-
ering their future. A represen-
tative of the education minister
informed the protesting unem-
ployed youths that Rawat is
presently on a tour but he has
called them to discuss their is-
sues this Friday. 

Bisht assumes charge of NABARD regional office
PNS     DEHRADUN

Chief general manager
Vinod Kumar Bisht has

assumed charge of the Ut-
tarakhand regional office of
National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development
(NABARD). Bisht said that his
priority will be to work inten-
sively on environment and
migration, the biggest chal-
lenges in the State. To em-
power women, emphasis will
be laid on easing the availabil-

ity of micro-finance facilities
in which priority will be given
to self help groups and joint li-
ability groups. Since the State's
agricultural holdings are small
and scattered, the focus will be
on removing apathy towards
agriculture through aggrega-
tion. In order to realise the
power of unity, more empha-
sis will be laid on the promo-
tion of farmer producer
organisations and the creation

of marketing facilities for their
products.  Bisht said that to
maintain and take forward the
traditional heritage of Ut-
tarakhand, his priorities also
include providing training for
artisans, setting up rural marts
for marketing and OFPOs etc.
He also stressed on working
with the government for cre-
ating a strong agriculture sys-
tem considering climate
change.

PNS     DEHRADUN

Cadets of Doon varsity
to participate in R Day
parade in Delhi

Three female cadets of National Cadet
Corps (NCC) Women’s battalion of Doon

University will take part in the Republic Day
parade in New Delhi on January 26. These
cadets have been selected after a rigorous
training.

Expressing happiness, the Vice Chancellor
(VC) of the university Surekha Dangwal said

that it is a proud moment that Aditi Joshi,
Priya Pandey, and Mithali have been selected
for the Republic Day parade. It is a reflection
of their hard work and dedication. She said
that students from different parts of the coun-
try take part in the parade which gives a
chance to the participants to learn many
things from one another. Dangwal said that
the university hosted many programmes on
women empowerment in the last one year.
The NCC in-charge, Doon University Smita
Tripathi said that the performance of other
NCC cadets of the university has also re-
mained praiseworthy.
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Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, and recent
respect towards Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose or other freedom fighters is noth-
ing, but to cover up Rashtriya
SwayamSevak Sangh (RSS) which is
throughout India's freedom struggle, it
was subservient to the British, with its
leadership prohibiting participation in
mass movements. People are fully aware
that RSS is the parent organization of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and without
RSS, BJP is nothing on the ground.
Netaji’s daughter Anita Bose said the BJP
and RSS do not reflect the idea of
respecting all religions as preached by
Netaji, who was a devout Hindu but
believed in respecting other faiths.

Even that shrewd and politically
minded PM Modi created Netaji
Memorial (to be built on Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose Dweep) and the 21 newly
named islands will be a source of constant

inspiration for the young generations.
Though I doubt how much respect Modi's
PVC winners have, rather than just play-
ing politics by using their great sacrifice.

Bidyut K Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Sir —  Hockey is the key that can open the
lock of India's medals tally and bring back
golden memories. Government, Media,
and Trade-business communities  have the
power to uplift or pull down anything in
the country. We have tremendous sports
talent available in small towns and villages.
We only have to discover and train them
to bring out their true potential. Let us
remember India’s Sports Talent has
immense potential.

TS Karthik | Chennai
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Sir — This ban on BBC documentary
deserves criticism from both angles. Let
us first take the ban from BJP's perspec-
tive. What is the need for banning the doc-
umentary when NDA has been elected
twice with a comfortable majority in 2014
and 2019 and the riots took place in 2002?
People knew pretty well about the riots
and yet they voted for Modi for two con-
secutive terms with an ascending major-
ity. Unnecessarily, by banning, they are
advertising something that in the normal
course would have fizzled out.

Now coming from the opposition's
angle, a good number of voters were born
after the riots if you take the segment of
20-22 years youth. Even assuming the ban
is lifted, what impact would it have when
Modi followed by courts' verdicts has
eclipsed the whole issue successfully, albeit
under the garb of truth and nothing but
the truth? Amplifying the issue will neither
reduce the vote bank of the BJP nor will
it increase the same for all other opposing
parties. The program, if shown may or may
not dent the image of Modi per se.

Let us be reconciled to the reality that
we are not in an era of ‘yatha Raja tatha
praja’ but rather ‘yathha praja tatha raja’.

D. Nagarjuna | Hyderabad
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Sir — Prime Minister (PM) Narendra
Modi named the 21 largest unnamed
islands of Andaman and Nicobar Islands
after Param Vir Chakra (PVC) awardees
in a ceremony on the occasion of Parakram
Diwas (Day of Valor) on the day of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose’s birthday. Before
this earlier in 2018, Ross Islands was
renamed Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
Dweep by the prime minister during his
visit to the island. Similarly, Neil Island and
Havelock Island were also renamed
Shaheed Dweep and Swaraj Dweep. No
doubt the decision is heartening, even what
will happen when in future more and more
PVC awardees will be there? They will cre-
ate islands to be named.

Actually, after Modi became PM his
love towards all-time Congress leader
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SOUNDBITE

It was clearly indicated that
“Joshimath is a deposit of
sand and stone…...hence was
not a suitable place for the
coming up of a township.
Vibrations produced by blast-
ing and heaving traffic will also
lead to disequilibrium in nat-
ural factors”. Subsequently,
several studies flagged similar
concerns, but the alarm bells
went unheard and timely
warnings were ignored.

In fact, on the contrary,
Joshimath continued to devel-
op exactly against the way the
Mishra committee had
advised. Successive govern-
ments, however, have sanc-
tioned bigger projects – high-
ways, hydropower, infrastruc-
ture development, and hap-
hazard development of town-
ships with no regard for envi-
ronmental fallout. As nor-
mally attributed, the local
people and climate change are
responsible for the disasters.
However, in his case, the pol-
icy-led disasters are “Made in
Delhi”. This is apparent from
the decision of sanctioning
large hydropower projects by
the Centre even after the 2013
Kedarnath tragedy. The armed
forces and the state and local
authorities, in their overenthu-
siasm, to have a smoother,
faster, all-weather connectiv-
ity for pilgrims, and tourists,
ignored the government’s own
recommended “best practices
norms” The construction of
highways and railway tracks

has now become a prime
cause for landslides and their
occurrences have doubled
over the years making the hill
slopes extremely unstable.
Consequently, recurring land-
slides have gone up leading to
erosions and land shifts. 

According to a report pub-
lished in Current Science in
2010, “Tapovan-Vishnugad
hydropower tunnel that pass-
es just below Joshimath, which
is sitting on an old glacial
deposit, could be contributing
factor to this phenomenon.
During the construction of the
tunnel, a boring machine per-
forated a water-bearing stra-
tum on the left bank of the
Alaknanda river near Shelong
village, leading to the dis-
charge of 60-70 million liters
per day. This must have led to
the gradual depletion of pore
pressure within the sediment
leading to aquifer compaction
and settling of the ground. The
role of pore pressure in deter-
mining slope stability needs to
be studied further in the
region. Although the officials
of NTPC who are responsible
for the construction and main-
tenance of the 520 MW
hydropower project refute
these allegations. However,
many residents believe that the
town would not be facing the
current crisis if not for the hol-
lowing of the ground beneath
their feet. Moreover, construc-
tion along the Helang bypass
to build an all-weather road is

also believed to have disturbed
the mountain’s foundation.

Similar sentiments are
echoed by the members of
Joshimath Bacho Sangharsh
Samiti, which have been
protesting against projects
detrimental to Joshimath
since 2004 and are currently
leading protests demanding
adequate relief and rehabilita-
tion for Joshimath’s residents
whose houses have been dam-
aged. They felt that water
released in 2009 is a major
contributor to the subsistence
and the water laden with
muck and some volatile
chemicals, began surfacing
in the town’s Marwari from
the February 7, 2021 flood
that would have entered into
the (under construction) tun-
nel of the Tapovan Vishnugad
project and is now surfacing
in Joshimath. However, there
have been no scientific stud-
ies establishing links between
the puncture and the subsi-
dence in Joshimath. Refuting
these allegations, the NTPC
has denied any role in the
ongoing crisis. The real cause
of this disaster remains a sort
of mystery for the authorities
as well as the public.

(The writer is a senior
journalist and Chairman of the
Panwar Group of Institutions,
Solan, Himachal Pradesh. The
views expressed are personal.
This is the first part of two-part
series on the Joshimath disaster;
to be continued)
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The fragile Himalayan
mountains of
Uttrakhand in the
town of Joshimath in
Chamoli district,

located at an altitude of 6,150 feet,
is famous as a gateway to
Badrinath, one of the holy shrines
‘Char Dhams’ as well as the Sikh
pilgrimage center at Hemkund
Sahib, skiing attraction of Auli
and the ‘Valley of Flowers’
UNESCO World Heritage site, is
in news for wrong reasons - it is
sinking rapidly all due to human-
induced causes. On January 11,
2023, 723 houses in all the nine
wards of the town had developed
major or minor cracks on the
floors, ceilings, and walls.
Consequently, 145 families have
been moved to safer locations.
Joshimath has a population of
23,000 and is heavily built, with
hotels, resorts, and a busy mar-
ket catering to tourists, pilgrims,
trekkers, and army and Indo-
Tibetan border Police (ITBP)
personnel. It emerged as a place
of strategic importance in 1962
because it leads to villages along
the Indo-China border and falls
en route to Barahoti, a disputed
territory along the border. 

As per surveys conducted by
experts, Joshimath falls in Zone
V, India’s highest-risk seismic
zonation scheme and situated
between two thrusts, the Main
Central Thrust (MCT) and the
Vaikrita Thrust (VT) and occu-
pies a seismically active terrain.
The town is highly active in
terms of slope mobility because
it is built on the deposits of an old
landslide which means that the
slopes can be destabilized even by
slight triggers. Climatically, it lies
in a region that frequently receives
high-intensity, focussed rainfall,
is prone to extreme weather, and
could trigger landslides because
the slopes are precariously bal-
anced. Alarm bells in the region
had begun ringing about five
decades back when it was part of
erstwhile Uttar Pradesh when the
government constituted a com-
mittee led by the then Garhwal
Commissioner, Mahesh Chander
Mishra to investigate the cause of
land subsidence in the area. The
committee’s report of 1976
warned against heavy and unsci-
entific construction in the town.
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

AThird Front again!
Before every Lok Sabha
poll, the Third Front

idea is floated, and the 2024
polls are no exception. Political
pundits predict that there is
space for the entire Opposition
against Bharatiya Janata Party
but not a Third Front, as it will
splinter the anti-BJP votes and
help the ruling dispensation.
The concept was tried and test-
ed in 1977, 1989, and 1996-98,
supported by either Congress or
the BJP. But they were all short-
lived.

A recent tweet by the
Union Minister of Health &
Family Welfare highlighted a
new milestone achieved by
India in securing the health of
new mothers in the country.
Sustained systemic efforts over
a decade and targeted health
initiatives have helped India

bring down the number of
maternal deaths per 100,000
live births or the Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR) from
130 in 2014-2016 to 97 in
2018-2020.

A decade back, deaths due
to cancer of the uterine cervix
and maternal deaths were both
pegged at around 72,000 per
year. However, cancer cervix
has rapidly surpassed maternal
mortality and has become the
second common cause of can-
cer deaths amongst women in
India. This is a distressing sign
for a life-threatening disease
that is almost entirely pre-
ventable. In 2020, over 120,000
women in India were report-
ed to have cancer of the cervix,
resulting in more than 77,000
deaths. Human Papilloma
virus (HPV) has been estab-
lished as a cause of cancer of

the cervix. More than 90 per
cent of cancer cervix cases are
due to high-risk HPV type.
HPV, much like the influenza
virus, is a ubiquitous virus and
can enter the body through
small abrasions in the skin and
mucosa.

While most low-grade
infections spontaneously
resolve within two years, per-
sistent infection results in can-
cer of the cervix. Early cancer
can be completely asympto-
matic. Hence, we may not
know when a woman will
develop pre-invasive or inva-
sive cancer and a woman
could be harboring a cancer
for several years only discov-
ering it at an advanced stage.
Symptoms usually include
irregular vaginal bleeding,
post-coital vaginal bleeding
and sometimes between men-

strual cycles.
Invasive cancer of the

cervix can cause a foul-
smelling vaginal discharge or
pelvic pain and is undeniably
the most dreaded form when
it invades adjacent organs like
the bladder and rectum.

Beyond mortality, the
long-term effects of cervical
cancer can severely impact
the quality of life. In addition
to undergoing the harrowing
experience of cancer treat-
ment and associated toxicities,
cancer survivors also have to
battle with long term issues
such as menopausal symp-
toms, severe leg swelling (lower
limb lymphedema), sexual
dysfunction, infertility, social
judgement and rejection, dif-
ficulty in social functioning,
reduced self-esteem, negative
body image, as well as finan-

cial issues.
Unfortunately, this can-

cer is mostly diagnosed in
young women between 35 to
45 years of age when they are
in the prime years.Only silver
line is that the cancer of the
cervix is almost entirely pre-
ventable. We know that it is
caused by a virus and that
there are effective vaccines
already used globally to help
prevent it. Vaccinating young
girls long before they are
exposed to this virus can aid
primary prevention. Regular
screening after the age of 30
and effective treatment
through surgery or radiation,
can eliminate what currently
stands as the second most
common cancer in women in
India.Advocating the vaccine
to every young girl between
the age of 9-14, that they see

in their practice, and advising
screening of women between
30-49 years with a high preci-
sion HPV DNA test will be the
two strongest pillars in this
fight against cancer cervix.

As a member of the World
Health Assembly, India com-
mitted to WHO’s Global
Cervical Cancer Elimination
Initiative to accelerate the
elimination of cancer of the
cervix by 2030. The 90–70–90
target set by the initiative
requires 90 per cent of girls to
be fully vaccinated with HPV
vaccine before the age of 15, 70
per cent of women to be
screened with a high-perfor-
mance test by the age of 35 and
again by the age of 45, and 90
per cent of women identified
with cervical cancer  to receive
treatment. In an endeavour to
meet the commitment and

protect our girls, the
Government of India must
consider launching HPV vac-
cination funded and imple-
mented under the immuniza-
tion programme. As we cele-
brate the cervical cancer
awareness month this January,
each one of us can play a part
in helping the country secure
the health of its women.

Women represent the cor-
nerstone for a family’s overall
health and hence investing in
their health and ensuring their
access to quality care goes a
long way in ensuring the well-
being and future of a society.
The necessary tools to stop
women from suffering and
dying from this preventable
disease and eliminating it com-
pletely are available; thus our
girls will live to see a world free
of this deadly disease.
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(The author is Professor and
Program Lead of the MCh

Gynecologic Oncology
Program, Dept. of Obstetrics

& Gynecology, AIIMS
Rishikesh)
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Adolescence is characterised
by significant psychological,
physical, and social changes.
Traditionally, a coming-of-
age period, it should be a cel-

ebration of life. However, it is alarming
how stressed and in the mental health cri-
sis today’s pupils are.

Common sources of stress include
interpersonal interactions, learning diffi-
culties, and exam failures. Examinations,
in themselves, are a cause of stress as they
lead to anxiety about opting for higher
education or career. Choosing a higher
education and future employment is
challenging due to the complex options
available. The choice of a career among the
many possibilities available is one of the
major reasons that might cause stress and
worry in youth.

Additionally, empirical data has
demonstrated that late teenagers with
career choice issues frequently have sig-
nificant psychological issues. Therefore,
it is now more crucial than ever to pin-
point the causes of the stress and worry
that young people are experiencing.

The pupils’ stress may be influenced
by what their parents think about them
and their prospects. Additionally, a young-
ster who is unable to express their
thoughts, feelings, and plans to their par-
ents may wind up keeping everything
buried deep inside, which could be harm-
ful to their health and wellbeing.

In fact, such questions have been
raised in previous editions of ‘Pariksha Pe
Charcha’, wherein one student talked
about the “huge competition in each field”,
how at times “they were not selected in any
exam due to high competition and pres-
sure”. Questions from a societal perspec-
tive as to “what can we do for them so that
great talent of our nation will not be just
wasted and will be useful for the nation?”
have been raised.

The Prime Minister’s response has, of
course, been well-documented but he has
also written, “Aspire not to BECOME
something but TO DO something.
Normally, the desire to become something
is driven by the expectations of the fam-
ily, fashionable professional trends, peer
pressure or fantasies about fame, money
and power. It distances you from your true
potential and gradually snuffs out the
innate passion you are blessed with.”

When parents don’t approve of their
child’s choices, such as choosing to major
in humanities rather than science, the
child may experience shame, disappoint-
ment, resentment, and despair. Getting
influenced by the choices made by their
peers and constantly making comparisons
with them could add on to their stress.

While it is good to have focus and
many children may be able to decide what
they want to become, it is important not
to let these choices, whether to become a
doctor or pilot or civil servant, define our
dreams. Rather let the dreams lead you to
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(Prachi Pandey is Joint
Secretary, Ministry of

Education; Tara Naorem
is Principal Chief

Consultant, SS, MoE)

paths determined by how you can
make a difference to your family,
to society and to the world at large.

Lacking clarity about one’s
interest areas, aptitude, work pref-
erences, etc. and having a negative
self-image could substantially
increase the magnitude of stress
and anxiety experienced by the
students.

Swami Vivekananda exhorted
us, “…each soul is a manifestation
of divinity. If you have faith in all
the Gods…and still have no faith
in yourselves, there is no salvation
for you.” Thus, self-awareness is
crucial, leading to identification of
both strengths and weaknesses and
resulting in increased confidence.
This is why it is critical not sim-
ply to have a positive outlook, but
rather to consciously weed out the
negativity in our lives – negative
thoughts, negative friends, negative
information, etc. Negativity should
not be removed by a false sense of
superiority but by acknowledging
that even our smallest strengths
can help in different situations.

Life is a series of new experi-
ences, environments, people, it is
multi-faceted and a journey with
many infinite destinations and pos-
sibilities. But everyone approaches
it in a different way. While some are
stifled by choices, others are over-
whelmed by choices. At another end
of the spectrum, some do not even
know enough about the choices at
hand. Lack of accurate understand-
ing about numerous career options
is another issue that stresses out stu-
dents. This includes diverse work
profiles, pay scales, potential for
growth, future of certain industries,
etc. One can make an informed
choice only when they have all the
required information. In such a case,
not having access to information or

consuming content from unreliable
sources (eg. making a career deci-
sion based on a random  conversa-
tion with a friend) could prove to
be quite harmful in these circum-
stances.

In Exam Warriors, PM has
written, “Create your own oppor-
tunities. Be the master of your des-
tiny. Today, there are tremendous
opportunities in fields which were
unimaginable even a decade ago.
When you make these choices,
remember your passion makes
for the best vocation.”

With these words as a founda-
tion, practically, at the individual
level, students can focus more of
their time and energy in seeking
information, having healthy  con-
versations with friends, family,
teachers, and resource persons. The
cohort of adults in a child’s envi-
ronment can assist the students by
encouraging open communica-
tion. They can guide, without
being judgmental or forcing their
opinions on children, and help chil-
dren make decisions and become
independent while selecting their
subjects,  colleges and universities.

Having an adult to speak with
or discuss their career concerns or
to ask questions and have con-
structive discussions could be sig-
nificantly important for teenagers
deliberating about their future.

Parents and teachers can also
help the children by removing the
taboo of going to a counselor and
seeking professional help, if the
need be. Having proper meetings
with the parents, teacher and the
child present would also be bene-
ficial in discussing the concerns
each of them might have, even
concerns about resources, and
come up with feasible solutions
accordingly.

Such discussions could foster
an environment of support, and
understanding for the student. It
is of utmost importance for the
students to know that they are not
alone in this journey, and that they
will be able to figure things out
gradually.

Lacking important life skills
like time management, goal setting,
etc., could further deteriorate their
academic situation, and the student
might start feeling incompetent
leading to a negative self-image.

During PPC, PM Modi coun-
seled students, “Every individual is
blessed with unique abilities. These
abilities are best channelled
through quality time manage-
ment. So, time management is
nothing but ability management.”

Life skills are built by taking
constant care of yourself, mental-
ly, physically and emotionally. The
Prime Minister has said that “prac-
tising yoga with full awareness is
the most effective way to achieve
holistic development of the
self…..one who plays, shines.”
Physical exercise, whether in the
form of individual games or team
sports, not only keeps us physical-
ly fit but also helps us to learn life
skills, value of team-work, the art
of competing with oneself and
achieving a better version of your
own self. It instills a sense of dis-
cipline and also increases focus.

Making career-related deci-
sions is a crucial milestone at the
secondary level because it helps
students build their individual
identities in society and prepare for
the workforce. The process of
making these decisions can be
both exciting and anxiety-pro-
voking. This is, why, in this jour-
ney, Pariksha Pe Charcha has
come to play an important role.
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Ukrainian forces have con-
ducted an organised retreat

from a town in the eastern
region of the Donbas, an official
said on Wednesday, in what is
a rare but modest battlefield tri-
umph for the Kremlin after a
series of setbacks in its invasion
that began almost 11 months
ago.

The Ukrainian army
retreated from the salt-mining
town of Soledar to "preserve the
lives of the personnel", Serhii
Cherevatyi, a spokesperson for
Ukraine's forces in the east, told
The Associated Press.

The soldiers pulled back to
previously prepared defensive

positions, he said.
Moscow has portrayed the

battle for Soledar, which lies
near the city of Bakhmut, as key
to capturing the entire Donbas.

The accomplishment takes
the Russian forces a step closer
to Bakhmut, but military ana-
lysts say capturing Soledar is
more symbolic than strategic.

Ukraine's military, which
has held out in Soledar against
a monthslong onslaught of
superior Russian forces, has
said its fierce defence of the east-
ern stronghold helped tie up
Russian forces.

Russia claimed almost two
weeks ago that it had taken
Soledar, but Ukraine denied it.

Many of Russia's troops

around Soledar belong to the
private Russian military con-
tractor Wagner Group, and the
fighting reportedly has been
bloody.

Since its invasion of
Ukraine, Moscow has priori-
tised taking full control of the
Donbas - a region made up of
the Donetsk and Luhansk
provinces, where it has backed
a separatist insurgency since
2014.

Russia has seized most of
Luhansk, but about half of
Donetsk remains under
Ukraine's control.

Taking control of the town
would potentially allow Russian
forces to cut supply lines to
Ukrainian forces in Bakhmut,

though the strength of Ukraine's
new defensive positions was not
known.

The Institute for the Study
of War, a think tank in
Washington, said earlier this
month that the fall of Soledar
wouldn't mark "an operationally
significant development and is
unlikely to presage an imminent
Russian encirclement of
Bakhmut".

The institute said Russian
information operations have
"overexaggerated the impor-
tance of Soledar," which is a
small settlement. It also argued
that the long and difficult bat-
tle has contributed to the
exhaustion of Russian forces.

Perhaps more worrying for

Moscow, Western military help
for Ukraine is now being
stepped up with the delivery of
tanks.

Elsewhere, Russian forces
have continued to pummel
Ukrainian areas, especially in
the south and east.

Russian strikes wounded
10 civilians in the eastern
Donetsk province on Tuesday,
Pavlo Kyrylenko, the provincial
governor, said.

Five were wounded when
Russian shells slammed into
apartment blocks, he said.

The General Staff of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine said
on Wednesday that over the pre-
vious 24 hours Russian forces
had launched four missile

strikes, 26 airstrikes and more
than 100 attacks from rocket
salvo systems.

Russian forces are concen-
trating their efforts on estab-
lishing control over Donetsk
province, conducting offensive
operations around the embat-
tled cities of Bakhmut, Lyman
and Avdiivka, and the village of
Novopavlivka, according to
spokesperson Oleksandr
Shtupun.

In addition to Donetsk, the
Russian attacks struck settle-
ments in the country's north-
eastern Kharkiv and Sumy,
northern Chernihiv, eastern-
most Luhansk, southeastern
Zaporizhzhia, and southern
Kherson provinces.

Meanwhile, Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, the Ukraine presi-
dent who has gone from pro-
fessional comedian to an inter-
nationally recognised wartime
leader, turned 45 on Wednesday.

His wife, first lady Olena
Zelenska, said that though he is
the same person as when they
met at 17, "Something has
changed: You smile much less
now."
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The parents of a New Zealand
scientist who was killed in

Ukraine said Wednesday he
helped save hundreds of people
while volunteering in the dan-
gerous Donbas region.

Andrew Bagshaw, 47, a dual
New Zealand and British citi-
zen, was killed along with

British colleague Chris Parry, 28,
while attempting to rescue an

elderly woman from the town of
Soledar when their car was hit
by an artillery shell, according
to Bagshaw's parents, Dame
Sue and Phil Bagshaw.

The Bagshaws said the
deaths, which occurred some
time this month, had only just
been confirmed to them.

They said their son worked
independently and wasn't affil-

iated with an
aid agency,
They said he
helped evacu-
ate people from
d a n g e r o u s
areas and bring
food, water and
medicine to
others in need.
They said he
even fed aban-
doned pets.

Soledar has
seen intense
military action
and Russia this
month claimed
it had retaken
the salt-mining
town in a rare

recent victory in the 11-month
conflict.

Bagshaw's parents said
Ukrainian authorities were
working with officials in New
Zealand and Britain, but it
could take some time to get
their son's body returned from
where it was being held at a chil-
dren's hospital mortuary in the
capital, Kyiv.

New Zealand Prime
Minister Chris Hipkins said
he'd yet to be officially briefed
about the death but had received
some preliminary information.

"I just want to extend my
condolences to the Bagshaw
family," Hipkins said. "I haven't
had an opportunity to convey
that to them personally yet. It's
obviously a very tragic situation
for them."

Hipkins said that there was
very limited consular support
available in Ukraine.

Andrew Bagshaw's parents
told reporters their son was a
humanitarian who had travelled
to Ukraine in April with little
more than a backpack and a
travel guide.
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Several senior Ukrainian
officials, including front-

line governors, lost their jobs
in a corruption scandal plagu-
ing President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy's government as it
grapples with the nearly 11-
month-old Russian invasion.

Ukraine's biggest govern-
ment shake-up since the war
began came as U.S. Officials
said Washington was poised to
approve supplying Kyiv with
M1 Abrams tanks, with inter-
national reluctance eroding
toward sending tanks to the
batt lefront against the
Russians.Zelenskyy was elect-
ed in 2019 on an anti-estab-
lishment and anti-corruption
platform in a country long
gripped by graft, and the new
allegations come as Western
allies are channeling billions of
dollars to help Kyiv fight
against Moscow.

Officials in several coun-
tries, including the United
States, have demanded more

accountability for the aid,
given Ukraine's rampant cor-
ruption.

While Zelenskyy and his
aides portray the resignations
and firings as proof of their
efforts to crack down, the
wartime scandal could play
into Moscow's political attacks
on the leadership in Kyiv.

On the capital's streets,
Serhii Bochkarev, a 28-year-
old translator, welcomed the
moves."Corruption during
war is totally unacceptable
because people are giving
their lives to fight Russians
and to defend the mother-
land," he said.

The shake-up even
touched Zelenskyy's office.

Its deputy head, Kyrylo
Tymoshenko, prominent for
his frequent batt lef ield
updates, quit as the president
pledged to address allegations
of graft - including some
related to military spending -
that embarrassed authorities
and could slow Ukraine's
efforts to join the European

Union and NATO.
Tymoshenko asked to be

relieved of his duties. He did-
n't cite a reason.

Local media said Deputy
Defence Minister Viacheslav
Shapovalov also resigned, in
connection with a scandal
involving the purchase of food
for Ukraine's armed forces.

Deputy Prosecutor
General Oleksiy Symonenko
also quit.

In all, four deputy minis-
ters and five governors of
front-line provinces were set
to leave their posts, the coun-

try's cabinet secretary said
on the Telegram messaging
app.

Authorit ies did not
announce any criminal
charges.

There was no immediate
explanation.

The departures thinned
government ranks already
diminished by the deaths of
the interior minister, who
oversaw Ukraine's police and
emergency services, and oth-
ers in the ministry's leader-
ship in a helicopter crash last
week.
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In what would be a rever-
sal, the Biden adminis-

tration is poised to approve
sending M1 Abrams tanks
to Ukraine, U.S. Officials
said Tuesday, as interna-
tional reluctance to send
tanks to the battlefront
against the Russians begins
to erode.

A decision to send a
bit more than 30 tanks
could be announced as
soon as Wednesday,
though it could take
months for the tanks to be
delivered.

U.S. Officials said
details are still being
worked out.

One official said the
tanks would be bought
under an upcoming
Ukraine Security
Assistance Initiative pack-
age, which provides
longer-range funding for
weapons and equipment to
be purchased from com-
mercial vendors.

The U.S.
Announcement is expect-
ed in coordination with an
announcement by
Germany that it will
approve Poland's request

to transfer German-made Leopard 2 tanks
to Ukraine, according to one official.

The officials spoke on condition of
anonymity because the decision has not yet
been made public.

By agreeing to send the Abrams at an
as-yet unspecified time under the assis-
tance initiative, the administration is able
to meet German Chancellor Olaf Scholz's
demand for an American commitment
without having to send the tanks imme-
diately.

Much of the aid sent so far in the 11-
month-old war has been through a sepa-
rate program drawing on Pentagon stocks
to get weapons more quickly to Ukraine.
But even under that programme, it would
take months to get tanks to Ukraine and
to get Ukrainian forces trained on them.

It wasn't clear Tuesday how soon the
U.S. Will start training Ukrainian troops
on the Abrams and roughly how soon they
can get to the battlefront.

Until now, the U.S. Has resisted pro-
viding its own M1 Abrams tanks to
Ukraine, citing extensive and com-
plex maintenance and logistical
challenges with the high-tech vehi-

cles.
Washington believes it would be more

productive to send German Leopards
since many allies have them and Ukrainian
troops would need less training than on
the more difficult Abrams.

Just last week, Under Secretary of
Defence for Policy Colin Kahl told
reporters that the Abrams is a complicat-
ed, expensive, difficult to maintain and
hard to train on piece of equipment. One
thing Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin has
been very focused on, he said, "is that we
should not be providing the Ukrainians
systems they can't repair, they can't sus-
tain, and that they, over the long term, can't
afford, because it's not helpful."

A U.S. Official familiar with White
House thinking said the administration's
initial hesitancy was based on concerns
about the requisite training and the sus-
tainment of the tanks.

The official added that the adminis-
tration believes that such plans are now in
place, but it could take time to implement
them.

At the Pentagon, spokesman Brig. Gen.
Pat Ryder said he had nothing to announce
on any U.S. Decision regarding Abrams
tanks.

But he said, "anytime that we've pro-
vided Ukraine with a type of system, we've
provided the training and sustainment
capabilities with that."
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After weeks of hesitation that saw growing
impatience among Germany's allies, Chancellor

Olaf Scholz announced Wednesday that his gov-
ernment would provide Ukraine with Leopard 2 bat-
tle tanks and approve requests by other countries
to do the same.

In a statement, the German government said it
would initially provide Ukraine with one compa-
ny of Leopard 2 A6 tanks, which comprises 14 vehi-
cles, from its own stocks.

The goal is for Germany and its allies to pro-
vide Ukraine with a total of two battalions, or 88
tanks.

"This decision follows our well-known line of
supporting Ukraine to the best of our ability," Scholz
said after a Cabinet meeting in Berlin.

Germany was "acting in close coordination" with
its international allies, he added.

The long-awaited decision came after US offi-
cials said Tuesday that a preliminary agreement had
been struck for the United States to send M1 Abrams
tanks to help Ukraine's troops push back Russian
forces that remain entrenched in the country's east
almost a year after Moscow's invasion and war.

Scholz had insisted that any decision to provide
Ukraine with powerful Leopard 2 tanks would need
to be taken in conjunction with Germany's allies,
chiefly the United States. By getting Washington to
commit some of its own tanks, Berlin hopes to share
the risk of any backlash from Russia.
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Pakistani authorities on
Wednesday arrested

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
senior leader Fawad Chaudhry,
hours after he publicly cen-
sured the government for
scheming to arrest party chair-
man Imran Khan.

Fawad, a close aide of oust-
ed prime minister Khan, was
taken into custody from his res-
idence in Lahore after a case
was registered against him at
Kohsar Police Station on the
complaint of the Secretary
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP).

"This imported govern-
ment has gone berserk," PTI
leader Farrukh Habib tweeted.

An official PTI Twitter
account also posted videos,
showing a convoy of police
vehicles which the party

claimed was carrying
Chaudhry after his arrest.

The arrest of Fawad, 52,
came amidst rumours that the
government may arrest PTI
chief and former premier
Khan.

Fawad's arrest comes after
he, along with scores of party
workers, gathered outside
Khan's Zaman Park residence
in Lahore, claiming to avert the
government's alleged plan to
arrest the party chief.

The arrest of Fawad further

deepens political fault lines in
Pakistan where the Khan-led
opposition is demanding snap
polls.

General elections in
Pakistan are due after August.
However, Khan is demanding
snap polls.

"He (Chaudhry) was taken
away from outside his house at
5:30 am in four cars that did
not have any number plates,"
Faisal Chaudhry, the PTI
leader's brother, was quoted as
saying by the Dawn newspaper
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British Home Secretary
Suella Braverman is said

to be on a collision course
with the country's education
department over plans to cut
the period of stay allowed for
overseas students under a
post-study visa route, accord-
ing to a UK media report on
Wednesday.

The new Graduate Visa
route, which allows foreign
graduates - including Indians
- the chance to stay on to job
hunt and gain work experi-
ence for up to two years
without the requirement of a
specific job offer, is expected
to be cut under Braverman's
proposed review. 

According to 'The Times',
the Indian-origin home sec-
retary has drawn up a plan to
"reform" the Graduate Visa
route requiring students to

obtain a work visa by getting
a skilled job or leave the UK
after six months. The news-
paper refers to leaked advice
to say that  the UK
Department for Education
(DfE) is attempting to block
the changes as they fear it
would harm the UK's attrac-
tiveness to international stu-
dents.

A government source
who backs Braverman's plan
said the Graduate Visa was
being increasingly used by
students on short courses at
"less respectable universities".

"It's being used as a back-
door immigration route," the
newspaper quoted the source
as saying.

The DfE, however, argues
that the two-year Graduate

Visa, often referred to as the
UK's post-study offer, was
aligned with most of Britain's
main competitors, with only
the US offering a one-year
visa. 
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Frigid winter weather
gripped East Asia for the

second straight day on
Wednesday, causing several
deaths and multiple injuries in
Japan and a scramble for flights
out of South Korea's resort
island of Jeju following delays
by snowstorms.

Heavy snow and record
cold temperatures brought
widespread disruptions in
Japan.

South Korea's Ministry of
the Interior and Safety didn't

immediately report any major
damage or injuries from sub-
zero temperatures and icy con-
ditions that have affected most
of the country since Tuesday.

But at least eight roads and
10 sea routes remained closed
as of Wednesday afternoon.
About 140 homes in capital
Seoul and nearby regions
reported busted water pressure
pumps or pipes as temperatures
dipped to around minus 15 to
minus 20 degrees Celsius (5
degrees to minus 4 degrees
Fahrenheit) across the main-
land.
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Israeli troops shot and killed
a Palestinian in the occu-

pied West  Bank on
Wednesday, Palestinian offi-
cials said, the latest death in
a surge of violence. The Israeli
military said the Palestinian
tried to stab a soldier.

The violence comes amid
tensions over Israel's new
government, it's most right-
wing ever. On Wednesday,
ultranationalist Cabinet min-
ister  Itamar Ben-Gvir
promised to continue visits to
a flashpoint Jerusalem holy
site, despite pleas from neigh-
bouring Jordan that Israel
maintain a delicate status quo
at the site.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry identified the man
shot as Aref Abdel Nasser
Lahlouh, 20. The Israeli mil-
itary said the man was carry-

ing a knife and was shot after
he attempted to attack a sol-
dier at a military post. Video
on social media showed a
man running toward soldiers
and then fal l ing to the
ground.

Tensions have been high
for months as Israel has been
conducting nightly arrest
raids in the West Bank, which
were prompted by a spate of
Palestinian attacks against
Israelis last spring. Some 30
people were killed in Israel by
Palestinians in 2022.
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The United States is rerout-
ing USD 72 million of

America's assistance to
Lebanon to help the country's
cash-strapped government
boost wages of its soldiers and
police officers, the US ambas-
sador said Wednesday.

Washington is a key donor
of the Lebanese Army and its
80,000 members, providing
over USD 3 billion in military
aid since 2006. The announce-
ment Wednesday is the first
time the US is allocating funds
for wages of security personnel
in Lebanon.

Lebanon, a tiny
Mediterranean country of 6
million people, is struggling
with an unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis, one that the
World Bank says is among the
worst worldwide since the
1850s.
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Heads of major aid groups
are pressing the Taliban to

reverse their decision to ban
Afghan women from working
for national and international
nongovernmental groups, the
UN humanitarian chief said on
Wednesday.

The Taliban move last
month to bar women from
NGO work prompted major
international aid agencies to
suspend operations in

Afghanistan, though some have
since resumed their work in
parts of the country.
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The
Pioneer
wishes
you all
happy

Republic
Day 2023
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Swashbuckling Indian batter
Suryakumar Yadav was on
Wednesday named the ICC

Men's T20 Cricketer of the Year
for his ridiculously good run in
the shortest format of the game.

Surya had a stellar 2022,
breaking an array of records and
setting a benchmark in the for-
mat.

He beat the likes of Sam
Curran, Pakistan wicketkeeper-
batter Mohammad Rizwan and
Zimbabwe's batting all-rounder
Sikandar Raza for the top hon-
our. India's newest fast-bowling
star Renuka Singh become the
recipient of ICC Emerging
Women's Cricketer of the Year
Award.

However, India vice-cap-
tain and last year's Cricketer of
the Year Smriti Mandhana lost
out to Australia's Tahlia
McGrath in the women's T20
category.

Popularly known as 'SKY',
the 32-year-old became just the
second batter to make more than
1000 runs in a calendar year in
T20Is and ended the year as the
highest run-getter, scoring 1164
runs at a strike-rate of 187.43.

Surya hit a stunning 68
sixes during the year, easily the
most recorded by anyone in a
year in the format's history.

The Indian was the key
batter for his team through the
year, smashing two hundreds
and nine half-centuries.

Surya was at his stupendous
best during the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2022 in Australia,
recording three fifties in six
innings and averaging nearly 60.
Notably, his strike-rate was yet
again right up there at 189.68.

Having already recorded a
ton earlier in the year,
Suryakumar continued his bril-
liant year after the multi-nation
tournament, making his second
hundred in T20Is in the bilater-
al series in New Zealand.

Surya also became the top-
ranked T20 player, achieving a
career-high 890 rating points.
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There has been a buzz sur-

rounding Renuka, who burst
into life in a busy 12 months for
the Indian women's team.

The 26-year-old beat
Australia's Darcie Brown,
England's Alice Capsey and
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India pacer Mohammed Siraj on Wednesday
became number one bowler in the ICC rank-

ings for ODI bowlers, a testament to his rapid
rise in international cricket.

Siraj went past New Zealand's Trent Boult
and Australia seamer Josh Hazlewood to
become the top-ranked ODI bowler for the very
first time.

Not only has Siraj's form over the last 12
months been imperious, but his effort in the ODI
series at home earlier this month against Sri
Lanka and New Zealand has shown just how
much the right-armer has improved in recent
times. India bowling coach Paras Mhambrey
challenged Siraj to work on certain aspects of his
game last year and the extra training the ener-
getic quick has put in has paid off.

Siraj took nine wickets against Sri Lanka to
be the leading wicket-taker for the three-game
series and backed that up by claiming a four-
wicket haul in the opening match of the recent-
ly-completed series against New Zealand.

It means Siraj jumps to the top of the ODI
bowler rankings with 729 rating points, albeit
narrowly, with his lead at the top over Hazlewood
just two rating points higher than the Australian.

Fellow India pacer Mohammed Shami has
jumped 11 places to 32nd overall on the updat-
ed list for ODI bowlers, while there is plenty of
movement at the top of the batter rankings fol-
lowing the completion of India's home series

against the Kiwis.
Pakistan skipper Babar Azam still enjoys a

healthy lead at the top of the ODI batter rank-
ings, but there is now a total of three India play-
ers inside the top 10 and chasing the highest
accolade.

In-form opener Shubman Gill is the eye-
catcher as the right-hander jumps a whopping
20 places to sixth overall following a brilliant dou-
ble hundred and a century against New Zealand
at home.

Gill rises in front of veteran Virat Kohli, who
slipped to seventh following a quiet series against
New Zealand, while Rohit jumped two places
to equal eighth after his quickfire hundred against
the Kiwis in Indore.
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compatriot Yastika Bhatia to
take home the emerging player
award.

The right-armer claimed
40 wickets for her country in
2022 in just 29 matches across
the two white-ball formats, fill-
ing the void left by the great
Jhulan Goswami.

In the ODI game, Renuka
was especially potent, taking 18
wickets at an average of just
14.88, of which eight came in
two appearances against
England and seven in India's
series with Sri Lanka.

Renuka troubled the Aus-
tralian line-up in the seven
T20I meetings across the year,
taking eight wickets, and her
performances across the Com-
monwealth Games and Asia
Cup also grabbed attention. She
claimed 17 wickets in 11 match-
es, at an economy of just 5.21.

With an ability to swing the
ball and get it to deviate off the
surface, Renuka will likely be
one of India's most dependable
bowlers in the coming years.

&���� (+�,/$

An annoyed Rohit Sharma
slammed the broadcaster

for missing "perspective" when
it chose to highlight that his cen-
tury in the third ODI against
New Zealand was his first in
three years, pointing out that he
hardly played 50-over matches
during that period.

As Rohit pulled away to
deep square to get to his 30th
ODI century in the third game
against New Zealand on
Tuesday, the broadcaster flashed
the statistic that it was the
Indian skipper's first ton since
January 2020.

While the statistic is true,
Rohit felt it did not convey the
correct picture.

"Regarding the first hun-
dred in three years, I've played
only 12 (17) ODIs in three years.
Three years sounds a lot," Rohit
told reporters after India white-
washed New Zealand 3-0 in the
series following team's 90-run
win in the final ODI.

"You guys should know
what's happening. I know that
it was shown on broadcast but
kabhi kabhi woh cheez bhi
dhyan dena chahiye, broad-
caster ko bhi sahi cheez dikhana
chahiye (the broadcasters
should give the correct picture),"
he added.

When a journalist further
asked if it was the return of the
'Hitman', a moniker used for
him, Rohit, who slammed nine
fours and six sixes in India's 90-
run win, said, "As I said, there
were no matches in 2020."

"Everyone was sitting at
home because of COVID-19.
We hardly played ODIs, I was
injured so I played two Tests
during that time, so you have to
put all of that in perspective.

"We were playing T20 crick-
et last year. And in T20 cricket,
there's no better batsman than
Suryakumar Yadav at the
moment. He has hit two hun-
dreds and I don't think anyone
else has."

Shardul Thakur changed
the complexion of the match
with his wicket-laden second
spell as he snapped Daryl
Mitchell and Tom Latham's
wickets off back-to-back balls
before getting rid of Glenn
Phillips in his next over.

"He has got the knack of
taking wickets at the crucial
time for us. We have seen it not
just in ODI cricket but also in
Tests. He's very critical to us,
and where we stand as a team.

"So, I just hope he keeps
putting up performances like
this and it will only do good to
the team and give him confi-
dence that he can come and take
wickets.

"This guy is very smart, he
has played a lot of domestic
cricket and understands what
needs to be done."

He revealed how Shardul,
Hardik Pandya and Virat Kohli
plotted New Zealand skipper
Tom Latham's dismissal.

"In this format, you need to
use your skills and he (Shardul)
definitely has them. He bowled
a good knuckle ball to Tom
Latham today (Tuesday), nice-
ly planned in the middle by
Virat, Hardik, and Shardul."

The skipper was also full of
praise for the young Shubman
Gill, who was the leading run-
getter in the series.

"The way he was batting in
the series I don't think much
needs to be told. He under-
stands his game, he paces his
innings well and that is what we
want, to go big and deep into the
game. "No matter how flat the
pitch is, a double hundred isn't
easy and that shows. In that
game (first ODI) the next best
score was 34, which shows that
he is calculative. He's got great
maturity."

With the win, India climbed
to the top spot in the ODI rank-
ings but Rohit was indifferent to
the feat.

"Honestly speaking, ranking
and all doesn't matter. Before
this series we were fourth. I
don't know how we were fourth
because the entire last year I
don't think we lost any series.

"We don't get too much into
it, we prepare for the big tour-
naments. We want to be ready
for everything. All these series
give confidence."


