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Former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday

claimed there was a huge
undercurrent against the BJP
across the country and called
for Opposition unity to present
an alternative vision to the
people.

This, even as yet another
senior Congressman, this time
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, made a pitch
for him to be made the
Opposition’s PM candidate in
2024. Former Madhya Pradesh
CM Kamal Nath had done so
on Friday.

In Bihar, Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, when asked to
respond to “Rahul as PM can-
didate”, said “We have no prob-
lem with it” but maintained
“when all (Opposition) parties
sit together and talk, then we
will decide on everything”.

But it is easier said than
done as the Opposition camp
has many leaders who have
been eyeing a national role like
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal, and

Telangana CM K
Chandrasekhar, besides Nitish
himself.

Rahul’s call for Opposition
unity also comes as UP’s
regional parties the SP,  the BSP
and the RLD have announced
not to join his Bharat Jodo
Yatra during its State leg.

Against this backdrop,
addressing a Press conference
here, Rahul invoked the names
of SP supremo Akhilesh Yadav
and BSP chief Mayawati as pro-
ponents of secularism who
have been doing great work in
bonding the people across. 

Hitting out at the
Government, he said, “The
Home Ministry says you go in
a bulletproof vehicle. How can
I do that? I have to walk on foot
for the Yatra...they know what
needs to be done for security,

they are marking an issue.”
He said the Government is

getting security forces to say
that he is repeatedly violating
security protocol during the
Yatra, and sending letters ask-
ing him to stop due to Covid
concerns and asked if the BJP’s
roadshows were not violations
of Covid protocols.

Rahul took a dig at the BJP
too saying he considers the BJP
his “guru” (teacher) as the BJP
shows him a roadmap and
teaches him “what should
never be done”. “I want them
(BJP) to attack us aggressively,
this will help the Congress
party understand its ideology.
I consider them (BJP) as my
guru, they are showing me the
way and training me on what
is not to be done,” he said.

Continued on P6
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Giving a tough message to
Pakistan and China,

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said India will
not be forced to the negotiat-
ing table by using terrorism and
will not agree to unilaterally
change in the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

Making India’s stance clear,
he said India wants good
neighbourly relations with
everyone but it does not mean
“excusing or looking away or
rationalising terrorism.” 

These statements came
after Indian and Chinese troops
clashed at the LAC in
Arunachal Pradesh on
December 9. Interacting with
the Indian diaspora in Nicosia,
Cyprus, Jaishankar on Friday,
in an apparent reference to
Pakistan, said  terrorism can-
not be used as a tool to force
India on the “negotiating table”.

“We will never normalise
it. We will never allow terror-
ism to force us to the negotiat-
ing table. We want good neigh-
bourly relations with every-
body. But good neighbourly
relations do not mean excusing
or looking away or rationalis-
ing terrorism. That we are very
clear.”

Continued on Page 6
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Ahead of the 2023 Assembly
polls, Union Home

Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday approved the much-
awaited Karnataka Cabinet
expansion plan to accommo-
date disgruntled BJP MLAs
such as KS Eshwarappa and
Ramesh Jarkiholi.

With a sharp focus on
Karnataka, the BJP’s only gate
to other south Indian States,
Shah will depute 10 Central
Ministers in the State in its 10
zones to monitor the cam-

paign for the Assembly  polls
which are five months away.

The BJP is targeting 150 of
total 224 seats and his  green
signal for the Cabinet changes
is aimed to settle disgruntled
voices and unify the  party .

Former Ministers
Eshwarappa and Jarkiholi have
demanded that they be rein-
ducted into the cabinet.
Eshwarappa was forced to
resign as panchayat raj minis-
ter in April 2022 after an FIR
was registered against him over
the suicide of a civil contractor. 

Continued on Page 6
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In what would come as a New
Year’s gift to the hospitality

industry in the Capital, getting
licences for operating restau-
rants and eateries 24X7 have
been made a lot easier, and it
would go a long way in aug-
menting their businesses.

All restaurants and eateries
in 5 and 4-star hotels, those
within airport, railway stations
and ISBT premises in Delhi
were on Saturday permitted to
operate on a 24X7 basis, after
payment of necessary fee. 

Applicants will get the
licence in less than 49 days with
the requirement of 28 set of
documents also waived off,
according to the new licensing
norms aimed at boosting
Delhi’s night economy.

In three-star hotels, they
will be allowed to operate till 2
am, and in all other categories,
they will be able to operate till
1 am. Additionally, in 5-star
and 4-star hotels, the ceiling of
only one restaurant getting bar
licence has been lifted. This will
enable such hotels to obtain
separate liquor licences for
over one restaurant/bar serving

liquor within the hotel premis-
es on payment of licence fee.

“In a historic step that will
unprecedentedly ease the open-
ing, operating and running of
eateries, bars, restaurants,
guesthouses and hotels in the
capital, Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
has majorly rationalised and
liberalised the licensing process
and requirements for such
establishments,” said officials.

According to officials, in a
common application form, 140
fields have been removed mak-
ing it user-friendly and this 21
pages form has been reduced to
just nine pages. Instead of mul-
tiple separate affidavits now, a
single common undertaking
has been introduced.

In a major relief, instead of
the earlier system of grant of
licences for one year, the peri-
od has been increased to three
years for the MCD, Delhi Police
and Delhi Fire Service and
nine years for DPCC.

Continued on P6
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The Delhi Police Crime
Branch on Saturday arrest-

ed one of the key accused in the
Chhapra spurious liquor case
which took over 80 lives earli-
er this month. 

The accused has been iden-
tified as Ram Babu Mahto, a
resident of Saran district of
Bihar. He was arrested from
Dwarka in southwest Delhi, the
police said, adding, that he was
previously involved in seven
other cases.

Special Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Ravindra Singh
Yadav said that police had
received a tip-off which said
Mahto was hiding somewhere
in Delhi.

The crime branch's inter-
state cell worked on the tip-off
and coordinated with Bihar
Police while searching for
Mahto. "As per reports, around
80 people died in these tragic
incidents related to the sale and
consumption of spurious

liquor. Accused Ram Babu
Mahto was one of the key
players in the entire episode
where several people lost their
lives," Yadav said. He said that
Mahto had decamped to Delhi
when he felt the heat from
Bihar Police after the
tragedy.He was arrested from
Dwarka in southwest Delhi,
Yadav added.

Yadav further said that
Bihar Police was contacted and
it was established that accused
Ram Babu Mahto is one of the

most wanted in 2022 case
under the Bihar Excise Act-
2016 registered at Police Station
Mashrak, District Saran in
Bihar.

The senior officer said that
appropriate legal action is being
taken and information about
his arrest has been shared with
Bihar police. Yadav further
said that Bihar Police was con-
tacted and it was established
that accused Ram Babu Mahto
is one of the most wanted in
2022 case under the Bihar

Excise Act- 2016 registered at
Police Station Mashrak, District
Saran in Bihar. Police said
Ram Babu belongs to a farm-
ing family and has four broth-
ers and two sisters. He is a Class
8 dropout.

"Ram Babu claimed that
his family is in bad financial
condition. However, owing to
prohibition of liquor in state of
Bihar, he sensed an opportunity
to make quick and easy money
and indulged in manufacturing
and selling spurious Liquor,"
Yadav said

Mahto found opportunity
to make a quick buck in pro-
hibition laws of the state and
got involved in the manufac-
ture and sale of spurious liquor,
police said. The senior officer
said that appropriate legal
action is being taken. Speaking
to reporters on the arrest of the
alleged 'mastermind' behind
Chhapra Hooch tragedy in
Patna, Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
said, "The government is keep-
ing a close watch.
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The Delhi Government
wishes to expand its

Specialised Excellence schools
in all zones of the Capital, how-
ever, there is an issue of space,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia said on Saturday, dur-
ing a visit to one of the schools. 

“The Delhi Government
made its schools world-class
and parents of Delhi are now
relieved that their children’s
future is secure in Delhi
Government schools. 

The Delhi government in
past few years has also intro-
duced various assessment
reforms in the schools and
now students are assessed more
on the basis of their under-
standing rather than rote learn-
ing ability,” he said.

Sisodia was interacting
with students of DR B R
Ambedkar School of
Specialized Excellence at
Surajmal vihar. Dr B R
Ambedkar Schools of
Specialised Excellence are
choice-based schools for Class
9 to 12 that allow students to

specialise in their chosen fields
of study. Sisodia met parents
and students at government
schools in West Vinod Nagar,
East Vinod Nagar, Surajmal
Vihar, Mayur Vihar during
Mega PTM. 

Sisodia claimed that the
Delhi government made its
schools world-class and parents
of Delhi are now relieved that
their children’s future is secure
in Delhi government schools. 

The Delhi government in
the past few years has also
introduced various assessment
reforms in the schools and

now students are assessed more
on the basis of their under-
standing rather than rote learn-
ing ability. 

Currently, there are 46
schools of specialized excel-
lence in the national capital.
"Here, we have skill-based
learning. 

We have collaborated with
the IB board and This is the
first of its kind initiative done
by us. Learning is important.
We have no pressure to study
here. Students are here to get
exposure in all subjects,"
Sisodia said.
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Restaurateurs and traders
on Saturday welcomed the

Lt Governor’s decision to allow
restaurants in 5-star and 4-star
hotels in Delhi to operate
round-the-clock, saying it will
promote the night economy. 

The National Restaurants
Association of India treasurer
Manpreet Singh termed it a
positive news and said it will

promote the night economy. 
However, a few restaurant

owners also urged the govern-
ment to allow bars situated out-
side hotels to remain open
24X7. "We are happy such a
step has been announced by the
LG but we are hoping that it
should be announced in nor-
mal hotels as well. The move
will help in increasing the
business and promote the night
economy," Singh said. Vinod
Giri, Director General, the
Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Companies

(CIABC) also welcomed the
move, saying it is the first step
in the revival of the industry.
"This is a positive development
and good news. 

It will help in boosting the
night economy and improve
the business. It will also
increase the confidence among
stakeholders," Giri said. He
asserted that the step should be
implemented in other bars and
restaurants also. "Slowly and
slowly, it should be expanded
to other bars and restaurants,"
Giri added. Echoing similar
sentiments, Gaurav Chhatwal,
owner of Chungwa in Greater
Kailash II, said, "It should

apply to other restaurants and
bars also as it is a progressive
move and help in revival of
economy and improve the busi-
ness in the capital," he said.
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena, had in November, set
up a high powered committee
to ease and facilitate license
requirements for restau-
rants/eateries, and directed it to
examine the existing regula-
tions and suggest ways of expe-

diting the licensing processes.
After the submission of the
report by the committee, it took
several rounds of meetings to
finally concretise the liber-
alised regulations, officials said.

These will now be sent to
the National Informatics
Centre (NIC) to bring about
necessary changes in the new
application undertaking and
uploaded on MHA licensing
portal.  

New Delhi: A group of stu-
dents allegedly tied a nylon
thread to an 8-year-old boy’s
private parts at a New Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(NDMC) school in Kidwai
Nagar area in South Delhi. The
accused allegedly tied a thread
to minor’s private parts and
harassed him. 

The minor, however, did
not inform his parents about
bullying and abuse from other
students in his school for days.
According to NDMC officials
police have taken up matter
and are investigating it.
According to police, the victim
is a class-2 student of Atal
Adrash School, Kidwai Nagar.
The matter came to light on
Wednesday when parents of
eight-year-old boy checked on
him while he was taking show-
er on Wednesday. 
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The newly-christened
Kartavya Path resembled a

picnic spot as hundreds
thronged the national capital
landmark with family and
friends to celebrate New Year's
eve after a Covid-induced two-
year gap.  

Visitors, including some
children who arrived as part of
a school trip, rushed to the
venue from distant parts of the
national capital to spend some
quality time with their friends
and families. 

While the children enjoyed
the remote-controlled car rides
along the lake, their parents
kept themselves entertained
with board games.

Sweta Tiwari, who came
with her family from Lajpat
Nagar, said it had been an
annual ritual for them to ring
in the new year at the spot but
the outbreak of COVID-19
forced them to keep the cele-
brations indoors. "I feel excit-

ed. This is the first time that I
have come here since the inau-
guration of Kartavya Path. It
looks appealing and the weath-
er is also pleasant.

We usually prefer coming
here to spend some quality
time with our family instead of
going to crowded malls and
markets. "Even though a large
number of people also come
here, there's ample space for
everyone," she said. 

Eleven-year-old Raj, who
came to Kartavya Path with his
parents and friends, said, "I love
playing games with my friends
and enjoy coming here because
we have a huge space. 

We played ludo, football
and hide and seek."Many were
seen taking selfies and getting
their pictures clicked to
remember the day. Prashant
Singh, a professional photog-
rapher, said, "With good qual-
ity camera phones available, a
lot of people prefer taking self-
ies. But there is still a section
that loves to get pictures clicked

by professionals. "It's been a
good day so far since I have got
many customers. Also because
it's  new year, many people

want multiple photographs
clicked." With crowds soaring,
street vendors are also looking
forward to a bumper day.

Pramod Kumar, who sells plas-
tic balls and toys at Kartavya
Path, said, "It's been a good
start so far. 

New Delhi: Nearly 260 streets
and roads in Delhi have been
identified for repairs as part of
the civic authority's efforts to
spruce up the national capital
for next year's G20 summit and
meetings.
The Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) has also started
to decorate the city with the-
matic murals to enhance its
look and feel. 

Nearly 257 roads and
streets in 12 zones that require
repairs have been identified.
The MCD will also repair
drains along with the roads,
wherever required, a senior
official said on Saturday.The
repair work has been taken up
"on a war footing," the MCD
said in a statement. SR

NEW DELHI: Lambasting the
Arvind Kejriwal Government,
Delhi BJP on Saturday claimed
that 162 homeless people died
of cold in the last 30 days of
December this year in the
national Capital.

Citing Delhi Police and the
statistics of NGOs working for
the homeless, Delhi BJP said
that 545 homeless people died
in 2021-22;436 in 2020-21; 749
in 2019-20 and 779 in 2018-19
in the national capital during
December and January.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Delhi BJP General
Secretary Harsh Malhotra said
that this is a matter of regret
that despite the tall claims of
the Kejriwal government in the
country's capital, it is clear
from the data available on the
website of Delhi Police and a
leading NGO working for the
state homeless that in the last
30 days 162 homeless died of
cold or hunger reasons on the
streets of the city. SR
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Delhi logged just six days of
'severe' air quality in 2022,

the lowest in the last seven
years, according to Central
Pollution Control Board data.
The Capital recorded 24 such
days in 2021, 15 in 2020, 24 in
2019, 19 in 2018, nine in 2017
and 25 in 2016. An Air Quality
Index (AQI) between 401 and
500 is considered 'severe'.

In December, Delhi's AQI
slipped into the 'severe' cate-
gory on two days — the lowest
in the month since 2017.The
city breathed comparatively
less polluted air in 2022 thanks
to proactive implementation of
anti-pollution plans and
favourable meteorological con-
ditions. Delhi saw its second
best air quality (average AQI
210) in October since 2015,

when the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) started
maintaining AQI data. The
data showed that the average
AQI in November stood at 320,
the second best after 2019
when it was 312. The PM2.5

level this October-November
was 38 per cent lower com-
pared to the corresponding
period in 2016, which was the
worst in the last eight years, it
stated.Stubble burning, a major
reason behind hazardous pol-

lution levels in Delhi-NCR in
October-November, reduced
by 30 per cent in Punjab and 48
per cent in Haryana this year.

In July, the Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) unveiled a new poli-
cy listing sector-wise action
plans to curb air pollution in
Delhi-NCR in the next five
years. A key component of the
new policy is the revamped
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) which focuses on
proactive implementation of
anti-pollution curbs based on
forecast.

According to the policy,
which came into effect imme-
diately, all thermal power plants
located within a 300-km radius
of Delhi will have to ensure
compliance with emission stan-
dards set by the Union envi-
ronment ministry.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena along

with the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) Chairperson
Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel on
Saturday took stock of the
cleaning work being done to
rejuvenate Najafgarh drain. 

The L-G also assured the NGT chairperson that all the 122
feeder drains bringing sewage and silt into the drain will be
trapped and no stone will be left unturned to ensure that the drain
gets rejuvenated into its original Avatar of a river. 

According to the statement released by Raj Niwas, Justice
Goel, after the inspection, appreciated the efforts being under-
taken and expressed the hope that the same would fetch desir-
able results, in terms of reducing pollution in the Yamuna, as also
revival of the Sahibi River, that the drain once was. “The NGT
Chairperson asked the LG to ensure that the efforts being under-
taken as of now, are taken to their logical conclusion in a time
bound manner,” it stated.
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Underlining the time-tested
ties between the two

countries, Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Friday
extended New Year greetings
to President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He also said the G-20
and Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) presiden-
cies will open new opportuni-
ties for forging multi-dimen-
sional ties between India and
Russia.

Making this gesture, Putin
emphasised the importance of
relying on strong traditions of
friendship and mutual respect
as Russia and India celebrated
their 75th anniversary of diplo-
matic relations in 2022.

He also said in his letters
to Murmu and Modi the two
nations will continue to forge
their privileged strategic part-

nership and implement signif-
icant trade and economic pro-
jects as well as energy and mil-
itary technology initiatives.

"I am confident that India's
recently started SCO and G20
presidencies will open new
opportunities for building
multi-dimensional Russia-
India cooperation for the ben-
efit of our peoples, in the
interests of strengthening sta-
bility and security in Asia and
the entire world," the Russian
President said.

Russia’s New Year greetings
to India is significant since
Putin reportedly will not be
sending such messages to
France, Germany and the US
this year. According to the
Kremlin, Putin will not be
sending his New Year's wish-
es to US President Joe Biden,
French President Emmanuel
Macron, or German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz. As a
result of Putin's attack on

Ukraine, the
said nations
have imposed
unprecedented
sanctions on
Moscow.

Earlier, on
We d n e s d a y,
U K
Ambassador to
India Alex Ellis
wished India a

"Happy New Year" and said
that the relationship between
the two countries has become
stronger this year.

In the video message, post-
ed on his Twitter account,
Ellis said, "2022 was a great
year for India and the UK, and
this year UK and India have
made their relationship more
strong."

Talking about the eco-
nomic relationship, Ellis said
India and UK have launched
the Free Trade Agreement
negotiations this year.

"Secondly, on climate
change and sustainability, we
have been supporting India's
rapid transition toward a green
economy for example, invest-
ment in the Mahindra EV
Company. Thirdly, on health,
building on the great work of
Covishield, we now have Ebola
vaccines manufactured in
India with UK technology
going to Africa," Ellis said.
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As many as 1,716
International flights have

been screened and 5,666 sam-
ples collected for Covid-19
testing so far even as over
21,000 health facilities partic-
ipated in the mock drill to
ensure operational readiness,
Principal Secretary to Prime
Minister, Dr P K Mishra, was
informed on Saturday as he
chaired a high-level meeting
with senior officials and experts
to review the status of Covid in
the country and the compli-
ance of directions given by the
PM on December 22.

He was apprised of the
evolving global scenario of the
pandemic with spikes in Covid
observed in China, Japan,
South Korea, Singapore and
Brazil, and the measures taken
against this backdrop in India.
From 1st January 2023 all
International Arrivals from
China, Singapore, Hongkong,
Republic of Korea, Thailand
and Japan will  undergo
mandatory pre-departure RT-
PCR testing (to be conducted
in 72 hours prior to undertak-
ing the journey). Guidelines for
International Arrivals have
been revised on 29th
December, and Air Suvidha
Portal has been made opera-
tional with a provision to allow
passengers to submit/upload
negative RT-PCR test reports as

well as to submit self-declara-
tion form. As directed by the
Prime Minister, detailed guide-
lines for 2% random screening
of international passengers on
arrival were issued and 2% ran-
dom samplingwas initiated
from 24th Dec 2022.

Union Health Minister Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya chaired a
virtual review meeting with
Health Ministers of States on
Covid-19 a day after the PM’s
directions with the focus on
enhancing awareness about
Covid-appropriate behaviour,
strengthening of surveillance
including ramping up of test-
ing across the country and
uptake of precautionary doses,
he was informed.

It was informed that as per
the PM’s directions, mock drill
across all health facilities was
conducted with participation of
all States and Union Territories
to ensure operational readiness
of Covid- dedicated facilities
with specific focus on oxygen
plants, ventilators, logistics and
human resources. As many as
21,097 facilities conducted the
mock drill, of which 16,108
were government facilities. The
Union Health Minister per-
sonally reviewed the pre-
paredness at Safdurjung
Hospital, New Delhi.

Monitoring of cases of
SARI, ILI and similar diseases
to identify early warning sig-
nals has started in states, and

a weekly report for the same is
being sent by states to Union
Health Ministry.

During the review meet-
ing, it was informed that
strengthening of whole genome
sequencing (WGS)and ensur-
ing that larger number of sam-
ples are sent from across the
country to INSACOG Network
is being done, as per the direc-
tions of the PM. Around 500
samples received during
December 2022 are currently
being genome sequenced by
INSACOG Labs across the
country.

Mandaviya held a meeting
with representatives of pharma
companies and senior officials
to review and availability of
medicines, and monitor their
stocks and prices on 29th Dec
2022.Pharma companies were
asked to keep a close watch on
global supply chain scenario,
and to ensure adequate stocks
and availability of all drugs
including COVID drugs. As
per directions, Ministry of
Commerce has been asked to

monitor ongoing exports of
medicinal products and equip-
ment to China.

The status of COVID vac-
cination was reviewed with
officials and experts. It was
informed that more than 220
crore doses of COVID vaccine
have been administered, of
which 102.56 crore 1st dose
(97%) and 95.13 crore 2nd dose
(90%) have been given so far to
the eligible beneficiaries.
Experts present at the meeting
discussed issues regarding
research of vaccines and their
manufacturing in India.

Moreover, advisory has
been issued by AYUSH
Ministry to encourage people
to use AYUSH practices to
strengthen their immunity and
as a preventive measure as was
done during earlier
waves.States/UTs requested for
wide dissemination of AYUSH
Advisories, guidelines and pro-
curement and distribution of
AYUSH kits, funds available
under National AYUSH
Mission.
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Nine persons were killed
and 29 others injured after

a sports utility vehicle (SUV)
collided with a luxury bus after
jumping the road divider on a
national highway in Navsari
district of Gujarat early on
Saturday, police said. 

The accident occurred near
Vesma village around 3.20 am
when the bus was going
towards Valsad, while the SUV
was coming from the opposite
direction, Navsari
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Rushikesh Upadhyay said.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
expressed grief over the acci-
dent and announced an ex-gra-
tia of Rs 2 lakh to the next of
kin of each deceased and Rs
50,000 to the injured persons. 

"The driver of the SUV lost
control over the vehicle, due to
which it jumped the divider
and crossed over to the other
side before colliding with the
luxury bus on the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad national highway.
The impact of the collision left
the SUV completely mangled,"
Upadhyay said. 
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Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on

Saturday met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and discussed
among others the Naxal situ-
ation in the State in detail. 

“I also told him about
how state government
schemes for employment for
women, agriculture, etc are
making an impact,” Baghel
told reporters after the meet-
ing. On his part Modi
promised to visit the pro-
posed Millet cafe in Raipur
when it takes shape.

Baghel called on Modi a
day after Chhattisgarh decid-
ed to introduce the Old
Pension Scheme for govern-
ment employees by giving
them the option to choose

between it and the new pen-
sion scheme after the Pension
Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority
repeatedly rejected the state's
demand for return of funds
deposited as part of the
National Pension System.

Baghel also raised other
issues pertaining to the state,
including coal supply to indus-
tries, pending GST and coal
royalty dues worth over Rs
5,000 crore that is needed to
carry forward pending devel-
opmental work.

"Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh Bhupesh Baghel
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,” tweeted the PMO. 

The Chhattisgarh CM also
apprised PM Modi of the
implementation of several gov-
ernment schemes, including
the Millet Mission. He talked

about the country’s first mil-
let bank which was started in
Chhattisgarh and where 22
types of millets are produced. 

Modi urged Baghel to start
and promote a millet café in
Raipur that sells food items
made from millets, seen as
healthy options for fitness
enthusiasts.  The Prime
Minister also promised that he
would visit the cafe.

“After getting to know
about the passing away of
Modi-ji’s mother I sought to
postpone our meeting date.
But I was informed by his
office that our meeting will
take place as scheduled. By
doing this he (Modi) has set an
exemplary example,” Baghel
said addressing the media.

Talking about the issues
discussed during the meeting,
Baghel said, “First thing I

requested from him was our
GST collection dues of over Rs
1,300 crore that is stuck (with
the Centre). 

The second issue was coal
royalty of approximately over
Rs 4,100 crore, which has not
been given to us. The third
issue was related to coal trans-
port done from Chhattisgarh
this year using a railway route
due to which 30 to 35 passen-
ger trains got cancelled. I

appealed to him that it must
not happen in future.”

“Another issue was that
our coal-based industry has
not received coal for the past
few months. 

“The Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL) is
not providing them coal which
is affecting production. I
demanded that coal must be
provided to us appropriately,”
said Baghel.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Saturday

said it has achieved a convic-
tion rate of 94.39 per cent in
2022 even as it registered 73
new cases during the year
which is a 19.67 per cent
increase from the 61 cases reg-
istered in 2021 and it is an all-
time high for the agency.

The fresh cases registered
in 2022 include 35 cases of
jehadi terror in Jammu and
Kashmir, Assam, Bihar, Delhi,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and West Bengal.

As many as 11 cases were
registered in Jammu and
Kashmir, 10 in Left Wing

Extremism or Naxal related
issues, five cases in the
Northeast, seven cases related
to the banned terror outfit
Popular Front of India (PFI),
four in Punjab, three cases of
gangster-terror-drug smuggler
syndicate, one case of terror
funding and two Fake Indian
Currency Notes (FICN) relat-
ed cases, the NIA said in a
statement. 

The agency filed 59
chargesheets in 2022 against

368 persons and 456 accused
persons were arrested, includ-
ing 19 absconders. Two
accused have been arrested
upon deportation and one
accused has been arrested after
extradition, it said.

“Judgments have been pro-
nounced in 38 cases in 2022, all
of which have ended in con-
viction. 109 persons have been
convicted to rigorous impris-
onment and fine. Six life sen-
tences have also been awarded.
Overall conviction rate as on
date is 94.39%,” it said.

In 2022, eight persons have
been designated as individual
terrorists under Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act and
necessary action against them
is being taken by the NIA, it
said.
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As icy winds from the
Himalayas shivering the

national Capital, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Saturday predicted
that maximum and minimum
temperatures are expected to be
below normal over many parts
of the central India and adjoin-
ing areas of peninsular, east and
some parts of northwest India
in January.  

This means most parts of
northwest and northeast India
will overall experience slightly
colder during January. This
means central India will have
a colder winter during January.

According to the IMD
probability forecast,  the
monthly minimum tempera-
tures are most likely to be
below-normal over many parts
of central India, northwest and
adjoining areas of peninsular,
east and northwest India in
January.  Similarly, the maxi-

mum temperature in January is
also expected to be below nor-
mal over many parts of the
country.

“Above normal to normal
minimum temperatures are
most likely over southern parts
of South Peninsula many parts
of Northeast India and some
parts of Northwest India,” it
said

The probability forecast
also suggests that rainfall in
January is likely to be below
normal this year.

The forecast also suggests
that below-normal rainfall is

most likely over most parts of
the country except many parts
of south peninsular India and
some pockets of Central India
where above normal to normal
rainfall is likely.

Slightly less cold situation
during January will, however,
not adversely affect the Rabi
crops, including wheat and
mustard. Even the less rainfall
predicted during the winter will
also not impact the farming as
the Rabi (winter sown) crops
don’t require much water for
irrigation unlike the Kharif
crops.
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Apparently with an eye on
the panchayat elections

Bengal Opposition leader
Suvendu Adhikari once again
assured the people of the
State that  Citizenship
Ammendment Act would
soon be implemented in
Bengal.

Asking the people to have
faith in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Bharat iya Janata Party,
Adhikari  who was on
Saturday addressing a BJP
rally in Nadia district said,
"have faith in the Prime
Minister, have faith in the BJP
... The CAA will definitely be
implemented in Bengal... No
one can stop it."

A large part of Nadia is
dominated by the Matua pop-
ulation. Matuas belong to the
SC community who migrated

from Bangladesh and settled
mostly in Nadia, North and
South 24 Parganas.

About 1 crore in numer-
ical strength the Matua voters
dominate more than 30
Assembly seats in southern
Bengal.

A traditional vote bank of
the Left Front the communi-
ty has of late split into two
haves ... with the BJP and
TMC dividing between them
the majority of Matua vote

share 
Drawing reference of

Gujarat Adhikari said, "the
CAA has been passed in
Parliament and is in the
process of being implement-
ed in Gujarat... After this will
be implemented in Bengal...
You will not have to wait till
the 2024 General elections."

Reacting to his statements
TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh said till Mamata was in
power in Bengal CAA will not
be allowed to take place in
Bengal.

"Suvendu Adhikari relies
on politics of falsehood... He
had said that TMC govern-
ment will not last beyond
December... Now we are at the
doorsteps of January... He
ries on gimmickry to influ-
ence the poor people of
Bengal... In order to win the
panchayat elections... But he
and his party will be rejected,"
Ghosh said.
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An exclusive subway/under-
pass for wild elephants is

Southern Railway’s solution to
the ever increasing number of
these animals that lose their
lives to trains traversing
through the ‘suburbs’ of the
forests in Tamil Nadu-Kerala
border. 

The wild terrain between
Coimbatore and Palakkad has
become a graveyard of wild ele-
phants which get hit by trains
passing through this stretch.
More than 20 elephants have
fallen victims to the trains in
the last decade while they cross
the rail tracks in search of food
and water.

The rail track that separates
the reserve forests of the west-
ern Ghats from human habi-
tation is a nightmare for the
pachyderms. They are not able

to make out the locomotives
because of the distinct topog-
raphy of the region. Most of the
accidents happen during night
hours as the elephants stand
bewildered in the floodlight of
the trains and their shrill warn-
ing siren.

“The trains travel slowly in
this stretch of the route and it
is not possible to bring down
the speed further as it could
lead to accidents. The elevation
of the tracks through this route
mandates a minimum speed to
ensure safety of the trains and
passengers,” a senior official of
Southern Railway told The
Pioneer.
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The chairman of the five-
member Uttar Pradesh

Local Bodies Dedicated
Backward Classes Commission,
Justice (Retired) Ram Avtar
Singh said the commission
would submit its report to the
State Government within next
three months and the follow-up
work would be completed in
another three months.

The tenure of the commis-
sion will be six months. The
government had constituted
the commission earlier this
week on Wednesday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the first meeting of
the commission here on
Saturday, Justice (Retired) Ram
Avtar Singh said,  “The com-

mission would do its best to
complete the  work in the next
three months and submit the
report to the state government
and the follow-up work will be
taken up in next three months.”

Of the five members of the
commission four were present
in the meeting while one mem-
ber joined the meeting through
virtual mode.

Justice (Retired) Singh said

the commission would visit
each of the 75 districts of the
state and with the assistance of
the district administration con-
duct the survey for working out
the population of the OBCs in
urban areas of the state. He said
the commission would also
meet the elected people’s rep-
resentatives in districts and
would ask them to file their
written complaints.
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Ahuge cache of arms,
ammunition and explo-

sives were seized by security
forces from Korgo forest in
Jharkhand's Lohardaga district
during a search operation, a
police press release said on
Saturday.

The seizure include 200
Improvised Explosive Devices
(IED), one INSAS rifle, two 303
rifles, one semi-automatic rifle,
one loaded country-made pis-
tol with magazine, one coun-
try-made firearm, 609 live car-
tridges, ten detonators and
eight empty cartridges, among
others, the release said.

The seizures were made
based of the lead provided by
CPI (Maoist) Sub-Zonal

Commander Govind Birijia,
who was arrested following an
encounter that had taken place
in Korgo jungle on December
28. One Sub-Zonal
Commander identified as
Chandrabhan Pahan alias C B
Pahan was killed in the
encounter, it stated.

Birijia and Pahan were car-
rying a bounty of Rs five lakh
each on their head.
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Saturday made it

clear that he had "no problems"
with the Congress, his ally in
the State, pitching for Rahul
Gandhi as the "Opposition's
PM face".

The JD(U) leader, who
snapped ties with the BJP near-
ly five months ago, however,
underscored the need for a
consensus among all like-
minded parties on the issue
even as he ruled himself out,
for the umpteenth time, as a
"claimant" for the top post.

"I have no problem", was
Kumar's candid reply when
journalists approached him
with queries about former
Madhya Pradesh Kamal Nath's

statement that Gandhi shall be
the Prime Ministerial candidate
in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

"It is for them (the
Congress) to take a call after
due deliberations with all par-
ties. At present they seem to be
busy with (Bharat Jodo) yatra.
We are looking forward to fur-
ther developments", added
Kumar.

He also remarked "I must
make it clear, I have said it
again, that I am myself not a
claimant. Of course, I am of the
firm belief that more and more

parties (opposed to the BJP)
should come together and the
front thus formed will win a
handsome majority and form a
government sensitive to peo-
ple's needs".

The Chief Minister was
talking to reporters on the
sidelines of a function where he
gave away appointment letters
to hundreds of recruits of the
state education department,
an exercise that is in line with
the promise of the ruling
"Mahagathbandhan" to pro-
vide jobs in a big way.

Kumar also made a jibe at
the BJP's current leadership,
especially, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
neither of whom he mentioned
by name.
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North Korea fired three short-range ballistic
missiles toward its eastern waters in its lat-

est weapons display on Saturday, a day after rival
South Korea launched a solid-fuelled rocket as
part of its efforts to build a space-based sur-
veillance capability to better monitor the
North.Tensions between the rival Koreas rose
earlier this week when South Korea accused
North Korea of flying five drones across the
rivals' tense border for the first time in five years
and responded by sending its own drones toward
the North.

South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a
statement it detected the three launches from an
inland area south of Pyongyang, the North's cap-
ital, on Saturday morning. It said the three mis-
siles traveled about 350 kilometers (220 miles)
before landing in the waters between the
Korean Peninsula and Japan. The estimated
range suggests the missiles tested target South
Korea.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff called the
launches “a grave provocation” that undermines
international peace. It said South Korea close-
ly monitors North Korean moves in coordina-
tion with the United States and maintains a
readiness to “overwhelmingly” deter any provo-
cation by North Korea.

The U.S. Indo-Pacific Command said the
launches highlight “the destabilizing impact” of
North Korea's unlawful weapons programs
and that the U.S. Commitments to the defense
of South Korea and Japan “remain ironclad.”
Earlier Saturday, Japan's Defense Ministry also
reported suspected ballistic missile firings by

North Korea. It was North Korea's first missile
launch in eight days and came five days after
South Korea said it detected the North Korean
drones, all presumed to be small surveillance
drones, south of the border.

South Korea's military on Monday scram-
bled warplanes and helicopters, but they failed
to shoot down any of the North Korean drones
before they flew back home or vanished from
South Korean radar. One of the North Korean
drones traveled as far as northern Seoul. That
caused security jitters among many people in the
South, for which the military offered a rare pub-
lic apology Tuesday.

South Korea still flew three of its surveillance
drones across the border on Monday in an
unusual tit-for-tat step against a North Korean
provocation. South Korea on Thursday staged
large-scale military drills to simulate shooting
down drones.

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has
called for boosting his country's air defense net-
work and vowed to sternly deal with provoca-
tions by North Korea.
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With countdowns and fire-
works, revellers in major

city centers across the Asia-
Pacific region ushered in the
first new year without COVID-
19 restrictions since the pan-
demic began in 2020.

While COVID-19 contin-
ues to cause death and dismay,
particularly in China, which is
battling a nationwide surge in
infections after suddenly easing
anti-epidemic measures, coun-
tries had largely lifted quaran-
tine requirements, restrictions
for visitors and relentless test-
ing that had limited travel and
places people can go to. 

Celebrations are being held
at the Great Wall in Beijing,
while in Shanghai authorities
said traffic will be stopped
along the waterfront Bund to
allow pedestrians to gather on
New Year’s Eve. Shanghai
Disneyland will also hold a spe-
cial fireworks show to welcome
2023.

On the last day of the year
marked by the brutal war in
Ukraine, many in the country
returned to capital Kyiv to
spend New Year’s Eve with
their loved ones. 

As Russia attacks continue
to target power supplies leav-
ing millions without electrici-
ty, no big celebrations are
expected and a curfew will be
in place as the clock rings in the
new year.  But for most
Ukrainians being together with
their families is already a lux-
ury.Still wearing his military
uniform, Mykyta gripped a
bouquet of pink roses tightly as

he waited for his wife Valeriia
to arrive from Poland on plat-
form 9. He hadn’t seen her in
six months. “It actually was
really tough, you know, to wait
so long,” he told The Associated
Press after hugging and kissing
Valeriia. The couple declined to
share their family name for
security reasons as Mykyta has
been fighting on the frontlines
in both south and east Ukraine.
Valeriia first sought refuge
from the conflict in Spain but
later moved to Poland. Asked
what their New Year’s Eve
plans were, Valeriia answered
simply: “Just to be together.”
Concerns about the Ukraine
war and the economic shocks
it has spawned across the globe
were felt in Tokyo as well,
where Shigeki Kawamura has
seen better times but said he
needs a free hot meal this New
Year’s.

“I hope the war will be over
in Ukraine so prices will stabi-
lize,” he said. “Nothing good
has happened for the people
since we’ve had Mr. Kishida,” he
said, referring to Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida.“Our

pay isn’t going up, and our con-
dition is worsening. The priv-
ileged may be doing well, but
not those of us, who are work-
ing so hard,” Kawamura said.

He was one of several hun-
dred people huddled in the
cold in a line circling a Tokyo
park to receive free New Year’s
meals of sukiyaki, or slices of
beef cooked in sweet sauce,
with rice.“I hope the new year

will bring work and self-
reliance,” said Takaharu
Ishiwata, who lives in a group
home and hasn’t found lucra-
tive work in years.

Besides the sukiyaki box
lunches, volunteers were hand-
ing out bananas, onions, car-
tons of eggs and small hand-
warmers at the park. Booths
were set up for medical and
other consultations. Kenji

Seino, who heads the meal
program for the homeless
Tenohasi, which means “bridge
of hands,” said people coming
for meals were rising, with
jobs becoming harder to find
after the coronavirus pandem-
ic hit, and prices going up.More
than 1 million crowded along
along Sydney’s waterfront for a
multi-million dollar celebration
based around the themes of

diversity and inclusion. New
South Wales police issued an
advisory before 7 p.m. stating
that only people with tickets to
attend the celebrations should
head into the city because all
vantage points were full. More
than 7,000 fireworks were
launched from the top of the
Sydney Harbour Bridge and a
further 2,000 from the nearby
Opera House.

���� ��	9	�0

Chinese manufacturing con-
tracted for a third consec-

utive month in December, in
the biggest drop since early
2020, as the country battles a
nationwide Covid-19 surge
after suddenly easing anti-epi-
demic measures.

A monthly purchasing
managers' index declined to
47.0 from 48.0 in November,
according to data released from
the National Bureau of Statistics
on Saturday. Numbers below 50
indicate a contraction in activ-
ity. The contraction was biggest
since February 2020, when

Covid-19 pandemic had just
started. The weakening comes
as China earlier this month
abruptly relaxed Covid-19
restrictions after years of
attempts to stamp out the virus. 

The country of 1.4 billion
is now facing a nationwide
outbreak and authorities have
stopped publishing a daily tally
of Covid-19 infections. Several
other sub-indexes, including
for large enterprises, production
and demand in manufacturing
market also dropped compared
to November.  “Some surveyed
companies reported that due to
the impact of epidemic, the
logistics and transportation

manpower was insufficient,
and delivery time had been
extended,” said Zhao Qinghe, a
senior economist at the statis-
tics bureau in a published
analysis of the December data.

According to data from
the bureau, sectors including
construction saw expansion in
December together with sub-
indexes that measure industries
such as air transport, telecom-
munications, and monetary
and financial services. The pur-
chasing managers' index for
China's non-manufacturing
sector also fell to 41.6 in
December, down from 46.7 in
November. 
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For millions of Ukrainians,
many of them under

Russian bombardment and
grappling with power and
water shortages, New Year’s
celebrations will be muted as
Russia’s 10-month war rum-
bles on with no end in sight.
Explosions rang out across the
country as a new wave of russ-
ian attacks was reported
Saturday.

But for some families, the
new year is nevertheless a
chance to reunite, however
briefly, after months apart.

At Kyiv’s central railway
station on Saturday morning,
Mykyta, still in his uniform,

gripped a bouquet of pink
roses tightly as he waited on
platform 9 for his wife Valeriia
to arrive from Poland. He
hadn’t seen her in six months.

“It actually was really
tough, you know, to wait so
long,” he told The Associated
Press after hugging and kiss-
ing Valeriia. Nearby, another
soldier, Vasyl Khomko, 42,
joyously met his daughter
Yana and wife Galyna who
have been living in Slovakia
due to the war, but returned to
Kyiv to spend New Year’s Eve
together. 

Multiple explosions were
heard across country Saturday,
and air defenses were activat-
ed in several regions.
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He was the reluctant pope,
a shy bookworm who pre-

ferred solitary walks in the Alps
and Mozart piano concertos to
the public glare and majesty of
Vatican pageantry. When
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
became Pope Benedict XVI
and was thrust into the foot-
steps of his beloved and charis-
matic predecessor, he said he
felt a guillotine had come down
on him. So it should have
come as little surprise that
with a few words uttered in
Latin on a Vatican holiday in
2013, Benedict ended it all,
announcing that he would
become the first pope in 600
years to resign.

His dramatic exit paved the
way for Pope Francis’ election
and created the unprecedented
arrangement of two popes, liv-
ing side-by-side in the Vatican
gardens. And it likely won’t be
a one-off, given that Francis has
said Benedict “opened the
door” for other popes to follow
suit.The Vatican announced
that Benedict died Saturday at
his home in the Vatican at age
95. Francis himself will cele-
brate Benedict’s funeral Mass
on Thursday, closing out an

unprecedented chapter in the
history of the papacy with a
reigning pope eulogizing a
retired one. The intellectual
German theologian, whose
mission was to reawaken
Christianity in a secularized
and indifferent Europe, was
forced to shoulder the brunt of
the sex abuse scandal that fes-
tered unattended under St.
John Paul II. 

Then, as he planned to
make a quiet exit from the
papacy, another scandal erupt-
ed when his own butler stole
his personal papers and gave

them to a journalist — leading
to revelations that laid bare the
need for a reformer pope to
clean up the Vatican’s act.

In between crises, Benedict
pursued his vision to rekindle
faith in a world that he fre-
quently lamented seemed to
think it could do without
God.“In vast areas of the world
today, there is a strange for-
getfulness of God,” he told 1
million young people gath-
ered on a vast field for his first
foreign trip as pope, World
Youth Day in Cologne,
Germany, in 2005.
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Rishi Sunak struck a cautious
note with his first New

Year message as British Prime
Minister on Saturday as he
warned that the UK's problems
won't go away in 2023, at the
end of a “tough” 12 months.

The 42-year-old Indian-
origin leader, who took charge
as the UK's Prime Minister
towards the end of October fol-
lowing turmoil within the rul-
ing Conservative Party, recalled
his inaugural address on the
steps of 10 Downing Street to
reiterate his promise to work
“relentlessly" on the things that
matter.

"I'm not going to pretend
that all our problems will go
away in the New Year," said
Sunak. “But 2023 will give us
the opportunity to showcase
the very best of Britain on the
world stage…defending free-
dom and democracy wherever
we find it under threat," he said.

He highlighted the "bar-
baric" war in Ukraine as one of
the dominating challenges
ahead. “Just as we recovered
from an unprecedented global
pandemic, Russia launched a
barbaric and illegal invasion

across Ukraine," he said in the
video message."This has had a
profound economic impact
around the world, which the
UK is not immune to. Now, I
know many of you have felt
that impact at home. 

That's why this govern-
ment has taken difficult but fair
decisions to get borrowing and
debt under control. And it's
because of those decisions that
we've been able to help the
most vulnerable with the rising
cost of energy bills," he said.

In his New Year message,
Sunak went on to promise that
the "very best of Britain" will be
on display in the coming
months as he pledged contin-
uing support for Ukraine and
pitched King Charles III's
coronation on May 6 as a uni-
fying force for the country.
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United Nations/Geneva: The
World Health Organization
has again urged China to reg-
ularly share specific and real-
time data on the COVID-19
situation in the country, amid
a surge in coronavirus cases
after Beijing relaxed its strict
"zero-COVID" policy.  The
global health agency has asked
Chinese health officials to

share data on genetic sequenc-
ing, hospitalisations, deaths
and vaccinations. A high-level
meeting took place between
officials from WHO and
China on the current surge in
COVID-19 cases to seek fur-
ther information on situation,
and to offer WHO's expertise
and further support, a WHO
statement said on Friday. PTI
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Lebanon on Saturday sent a
navy force to help rescue

dozens of migrants from a
boat sinking in the
Mediterranean Sea a day after
it left northern Lebanon's coast,
the military said in a statement.

The short army statement
said the vessel was carrying
people “who were trying to ille-
gally leave Lebanon's territor-
ial waters.” It said three
Lebanese navy boats and one
from the UN peacekeeping

force in Lebanon, known as
UNIFIL, were rescuing the
approximately 200 migrants.

Reports from the northern
city of Tripoli — Lebanon's sec-
ond largest and most impov-
erished — said Lebanese,
Syrian and Palestinian men,
women and children were on
the boat that left northern
Lebanon on Friday night.

Residents in the city who
are in contact with survivors
said that everyone on board
was rescued, with only one per-
son suffering a minor injury.  ���	��	�	
������	3�#	"��	+�.����	����	���	��#���
%	������G	 A,�	�����B

+�.����	�������	�88	3�������	"��3	���(���	�����

���� ,����

President Vladimir Putin
used his New Year's address

to the nation to accuse Western
countries of aggression and
trying to use the conflict in
Ukraine to undermine Moscow.

Putin made the video
address, shown on state televi-
sion on Saturday in each of
Russia's 11 time zones, from a
military headquarters with sol-
diers in the background, a
sharp departure from his pre-
vious practice of recording the

message against the backdrop of
the snowy Kremlin. 

"It was a year of difficult,
necessary decisions, the most
important steps toward gaining
full sovereignty of Russia and
powerful consolidation of our
society,” he said, echoing his
repeated contention that
Moscow had no choice but to
send troops into Ukraine
because it threatened Russia's
security. 

“The West lied about peace,
but was preparing for aggres-
sion, and today it admits it

openly, no longer embarrassed.
And they cynically use Ukraine
and its people to weaken and
split Russia,” Putin said. "We
have never allowed anyone and
will not allow anyone to do
this.” 

The Kremlin has muzzled
any criticism of its actions in
Ukraine, shut independent
media outlets and criminalised
the spread of any information
that differs from the official
view — including diverging
from calling campaign a special
military operation. 
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With tailwinds of high
domestic air passenger

traffic and airlines' ambitious
expansion plans, the country's
civil aviation sector is firmly on
a V-shaped recovery trajectory
but the gathering Covid clouds
and geopolitical headwinds
could cause turbulence in 2023.

Air India's plans for expan-
sion and consolidation of oper-
ations, IndiGo's focus on wide-
body planes, Jet Airways' future
flight path and airlines' overall
profitability will be key factors
for the aviation sector, which has
been witnessing more than four
lakh domestic passengers daily
for the past few weeks.

All said, global supply chain
disruptions that have caused
shortage of aircraft components

and delay in plane deliveries, as
well as spurt in coronavirus
cases globally are concerns.

From Tata group taking
control of loss-making Air India
to Akasa Air commencing oper-
ations to Jet Airways' future
remaining uncertain, 2022
leaves the domestic airlines'
industry with many key devel-
opments. Also, the govern-
ment's ECLGS (Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme)

provided the much-needed
financial relief to budget carri-
ers -- SpiceJet and Go First.

As the aviation sector is
climbing higher in terms of pas-
sengers and planes, the number
of airports are also going up,
with new ones being inaugu-
rated at Goa and Arunachal
Pradesh. The country has 146
operational airports, heliports
and water aerodromes, and the
government's aim is to have at

least 200 operational airports in
the coming years.

"I believe that the civil avi-
ation sector has rebounded and
what we in economic parlance
say is a V-shaped recovery. A
very strong V-shaped recovery...
I am very confident that this
growth in India will continue in
the years to come," Civil
Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said in an interview to
PTI this week.

Also, this year, scheduled
international flights to and from
India restarted in March after
more than two years.

While the focus in 2023 will
be on profitability and possible
impact of COVID, the outlook
definitely is positive. However,
with the pandemic still around,
one does not know how things
take a turn, Ameya Joshi,

Founder of aviation analysis
website Network Thoughts,
said. According to him, one of
the most keenly watched areas
in the New Year will be aircraft
orders by the Indian carriers,
especially by Air India.

In November, Air India
chief Campbell Wilson said the
airline will soon place a historic
order for aircraft.

Under the Tata group,
which took over Air India in
January this year, the existing
airline businesses are in the
process of being consolidated.
AirAsia India is being merged
with Air India Express while
Vistara, where Singapore
Airlines has 49 per cent, will be
merged with Air India.
Subsequently, Singapore
Airlines will have a 25.1 per cent
stake in Air India.
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IT Minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on Saturday

asked WhatsApp to fix an
incorrect map of India shown
in a video tweeted by the mes-
saging platform. 

The Minister also made it
clear that "all platforms that do
business in India and/or want
to continue to do business in
India, must use correct maps". 

"Dear @WhatsApp -
Request that you pls fix the
India map error asap","
Chandrasekhar tweeted imme-
diately after the Meta-owned

messaging platform put out a
New Year-related tweet show-
ing a wrong map of India. 

The video post by
WhatsApp about a New Year
eve livestream depicted the
globe that showed an incorrect
map of India with regard to
Jammu and Kashmir.
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The government on Saturday
said it plans to increase the

number of generic drugs stores,
the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Kendras
(PMBJKs) to 10,000 by March
2024 in order to accelerate the
drive to make quality medi-
cines available at affordable
prices to all. 

Around Rs 18,000 crore
has been saved through the
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBJP) in last eight years and
the government has deepened
the reach of the scheme with
more than 9,000 stores cover-
ing 743 out of 766 districts
across the country, an official
statement said. 

Medicines which are priced
50 per cent to 90 per cent less
than that of branded versions
are sold at the PMBJKs with the
product basket comprising
1,759 medicines and 280 sur-
gical devices covering all major
therapeutic groups such as car-

diovascular, anti-cancers, anti-
diabetics, anti-infectives, anti-
allergic, gastro-intestinal med-
icines and nutraceuticals,
among others. 

Launched by the
Department of
Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers, in
November 2008, PMBJP had
achieved the target of opening
3,000 kendras in December
2017. Further, a revised target
of 6,000 outlets was also
achieved in March 2020.  

"In this journey, the num-
ber of Kendras have now
increased to 9,000 from 8,610
in the last financial year. Hence,

the government has deepened
the reach of PMBJP with more
than 9,000 stores covering 743
out of 766 districts across the
country," the statement said. 

It further said, "The gov-
ernment has set a target to
increase the number of
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Kendras
(PMBJKs) to 10,000 by March
2024." 

In 2021-22, sale of medi-
cines worth Rs 893.56 crore has
been done, which has led to
savings of about Rs 5,300 crore
to the citizens as compared to
the branded medicines, it
added. 
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The Delhi-NCR market has
98,290 unsold housing

units at the end of 2022 calen-
dar year and it will take around
five years for builders to sell
these stocks at current sales
velocity, according to

PropTiger.Com.
In its latest report, housing

brokerage firm PropTiger has
mentioned that unsold inven-
tory rose 17 per cent in 2022
to 8,49,510 units across eight
major cities.

Out of these, nearly 8.5
lakh unsold stocks, 80 per

cent units are under construc-
tion, while 20 per cent homes
are completed and ready-to-
move-in.

These cities are -- Delhi-
NCR, Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), Kolkata,
Chennai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Pune and
Ahmedabad.

With improvement in
housing sales across 8 cities,
the inventory overhang -- the
estimated time builders would
take to sell off the existing
unsold stock based on the
current sales velocity -- has
declined to 33 months in 2022,
as compared to 42 months dur-
ing 2021, the consultant said.

"Pune, Kolkata and
Chennai have the lowest inven-
tory overhang of 26 months,

whereas, Delhi NCR continues
to have the highest inventory
overhang of 61 months,"
PropTiger said.

The Delhi-NCR market
has been facing this issue of
unsold inventories for many
years as sales velocity has
remained subdued.

The NCR market is
plagued with the problem of
stalled projects as many big
developers including Unitech,
Amrapali, Jaypee Infratech,
The 3C Company and Ajnara
Group.

Many companies have
become bankrupt and facing
insolvency proceedings, while
many builders are under liq-
uidity stress.

Prospective homebuyers
have become cautious and are

opting to buy properties from
only credible players.

As per PropTiger data, the
unsold inventory in
Ahmedabad rose 8 per cent to
68,450 units in 2022 com-
pared with the previous year.

In Bengaluru, the unsold
stock went up 18 per cent to
78,500 units.

The unsold inventory in
Hyderabad surged 72 per cent
to 1,13,060 units during 2022.

In two major property
markets of Maharashtra, the
unsold stocks in Mumbai rose
22 per cent to 3,04,770 units in
2022, while unsold inventory
in Pune increased 11 per cent
to 1,32,330 units.
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Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL), a con-

sortium led by GMR Airports
Infrastructure Limited
(Formerly known as GMR
Infrastructure Limited), on
Friday launched a Virtual
Reality Initiative for DigiYatra
at Terminal-3 of the Indira
Gandhi International Airport.

The initiative, which has
been made available for both
passengers and non-passen-
gers, will provide an immersive
experience and create aware-
ness about DigiYatra, ensuring
a seamless travel experience. 

The Virtual Reality
Initiative will be available to
travelers from Monday to
Saturday from 9 am to 6 pm,
at no cost at Gate no 2 of
Terminal 3. It will provide
travelers with a holistic expe-

rience with lessons on how to
register themselves on the
DigiYatra mobile application.

For the understanding of
the passengers, DIAL will pro-
vide VR headsets along with a
joystick. Keeping in mind
Covid protocols, measures
have also been taken to ensure
that the VR equipment is san-
itized constantly. 

Speaking on the launch of
this passenger-friendly ini-
tiative, CEO-DIAL Mr. Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar said, "We
have launched the Virtual
Reality Initiative of DigiYatra
with an aim to use technolo-
gy to give an immersive expe-
rience to all and provide pas-
sengers with a more conve-
nient, enjoyable, and stress-
free travel experience. We are
confident that this initiative
will help create awareness and
provide a truly world-class
travel experience."  
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At the backdrop of unabat-
ed hooch or spurious

liquor tragedies in the coun-
try, Bengaluru based liquor
major- Paul John Single Malts
(PJSM) of the John Distilleries
Pvt Ltd - has suggested ban-
ning of liquor does not work
as it has already been proved
by failed attempts by several
State Governments.

JDL Chairman and
Managing Director Paul P
John, said a proper regulato-
ry mechanism can work. "It is
advisable for regulatory mea-
sures against spurious or
hooch to save poor lives.
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From Page 1
This prompted Assam

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma to respond: “If he con-
siders it (BJP) guru, then he
should go to Nagpur. I want to
tell him that he should not con-
sider RSS & BJP as his guru, but
the flag of Bharat Mata. He is
welcome to Nagpur. He should
give guru dakshina before the
flag of Bharat Mata.”

Rahul went on to claim
that the Congress would sweep
the Madhya Pradesh Assembly
election slated to be held next
year. “I can give you in writing
that the Congress is going to
sweep the Madhya Pradesh
elections. There’s no question;
you write it down, the BJP will
be nowhere to be seen,” he
asserted.

“I thought Maharashtra’s
response to the Yatra was out-
standing, only to realise later
that there was an undercurrent
in Madhya Pradesh; there’s a
storm. Every citizen there
knows that the BJP has stolen
the mandate and formed the
Government with the help of
money; the entire State is
seething,” Rahul said.

He said the Bharat Jodo
Yatra provided a framework to
present a new way of working
and thinking to the people. He

sought mutual respect between
Opposition leaders and the
Congress in taking on the BJP,
which has been completely
dominating the country’s polit-
ical space.

“If the Opposition stands
effectively with a vision, it will
become very difficult for the
BJP to win elections. But the
Opposition has to coordinate
effectively and the opposition
has to go to the people with an
alternative vision,” he stressed.

On a question on whether
BJP Lok Sabha MP and his first
cousin Varun Gandhi is wel-
come in the Yatra, Rahul said,
“Everyone is welcome. But he
(Varun) is from the BJP so he
might have some problem.” 

On former party stalwart
Ghulam Nabi Azad, he said,
“Ask him. He has confused me
— kabhi bahar, kabhi andar —
I don’t know.” Commenting on
the border issues, Rahul reit-
erated India’s present foreign
policy is confused and event-
based and the country is pay-
ing a heavy price for it. 

“PM Modi has to publicly
tell China that you have come
inside our territory and get out.
But he is saying that there has
been no incursion. This mes-
sage is going to China,” Rahul
said.

From Page 1
The grant of licences have

been made time-bound, with a
deemed approved clause being
inserted, that will ensure that
the licence has been approved
and granted if the concerned
agency/official does not take
any action on the application
within the stipulated time
frame.

An applicant will be able to
get his license within a maxi-
mum of 49 days, with mini-
mum human interface, instead
of the earlier unlimited time
frame that resulted in an appli-
cant running from pillar to post
and getting harassed. The aver-
age time for grant of new
licenses was three years in
Delhi up till now.

As per the rules approved
by the LG, applications for
Banquet halls will not be
looked into by Delhi Police and
applications for eating estab-
lishments on less than 90 Sq.
mtrs. and lodging establish-
ments below 12 mtr. heights
will not be looked into by
Delhi Fire Services, anymore.

From Page 1
“The second, of course, is

our borders. And we have chal-
lenges on our borders. The
challenges on the borders inten-
sified during the Covid period.
And you all know that today the
state of our relations with China
is not normal. They are not nor-
mal because we will not agree
to any attempt to change the
LAC unilaterally. So, on the for-
eign policy side, on the nation-
al security side, I can share with
you a picture of firmness on
diplomacy, on foreign policy,
because that is something
which I am,” he added.

Underlining stand on
national security, Jaishankar
said the message that goes out
from India is of firmness. “On
diplomacy, I can say that at this
time there is a lot of expectation
from India as India is being
seen today as a strong economy
and one that will contribute to
the problems. We are also seen
as a country which is indepen-
dent and has the courage to
stand up. Also, a country which
is able to bring very different
countries which are not able to

deal with each other,” Jaishankar
said.

Talking about the expecta-
tions from India, the Minister
said there are lots of expecta-
tions as New Delhi is seen as the
one that solves problems. He
further added that India is
seen as a country with a strong
economy and an independent
nation.

India is negotiating three
agreements with Cyprus —
defence operations coopera-
tion, migration and mobility
agreement to facilitate legal
movement of people of both the
countries and agreement on
International Solar Alliance,
he said.

Touching upon the
Narendra Modi Government’s
viewpoint on Indians living
abroad, Jaishankar said they are
a great source of strength to the
motherland.

He said at present there are
30, 32, 33 million Indians, 3.3
crore Indians and people of
Indian origin who live abroad,
maybe about roughly two to
one are non-citizens and citi-
zens. 

From Page 1
Incidentally, the suicide by

another contractor, given
multi-crore contracts in the
State, did the rounds on
Saturday.

Jarkiholi resigned as water
resources minister in March
2021 after a sleaze tape was
leaked to news TV channels. A
special investigation team,
however, gave a clean chit to
Jarkiholi in February, after
which he has met several top
BJP leaders to ensure that he is
inducted again. Shah chaired a
key meeting with booth level
workers in Karnataka to discuss
the required grassroots level
preparations for  the Assembly
elections with Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai, Home
Minister Araga Jnanendra, BJP
General Secretary and State in-
charge Arun Singh national
general secretary BL Santhosh,
and national secretary CT Ravi
in attendance.

Shah is already in cam-
paign mode in Southern
Karnataka’s Mandya region
dominated by the JD(S) and the
Congress saying that the BJP
will go alone in the poll and
win it with a majority.
Accusing the JD(S) of spread-
ing rumours claiming that BJP
will tie up with them, while
addressing party workers here,
he said, “I have come to tell the

workers and the people of
Karnataka that we will not go
with any party. We will fight
alone and form the
Government on our own.”

Union Home Minister
described the Congress and
JD(S) as “communal, casteist
and criminal” at a rally in
Mandya. The BJP is trying to
make inroads into the districts
of the region which has a large
Vokkaliga population and has
traditionally been dominated
by the JD(S) and the Congress.

The ruling party got its
maiden victory in the region
only in 2019, when a JD(S)
leader switched sides to join
them. Mandya has seven
Assembly seats —six with the
JD(S) and one with the BJP,
which it won in a by-poll.  The
region consists of districts like
Mandya, Mysuru, Hassan,
Tumakuru, Chamarajanagar,
Bengaluru Rural, Kolar, and
Chikkaballapur, among others.

In addition to the party’s
Hindutva pitch , Shah also hit
out at the Congress, saying
Siddaramaiah, who served as
the Chief Minister of the State
from 2013 to 2018, withdrew
cases against the now-banned
Islamist outfit Popular Front of
India. It was only after BJP
came in power in the State that
PFI was banned, and its lead-
ers arrested, he said.
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The Thomas Cup triumph
made for an epic success
story while Neeraj Chopra

further enhanced his superstar
status with a rare Diamond
League title but the cricket
team's struggles on the 22-yard
strip left a lot to be desired in a
bittersweet 2022 for Indian
sports.

In hockey, the women's
team continued its inspiring
run with a silver medal at the
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games.

The much-coveted 90m
mark eluded the Olympic cham-
pion but the legend of Neeraj
Chopra kept growing with podi-
um finishes at elite tourna-
ments.

However, wrestler Ravi
Dahiya could not carry forward
his Olympic success and made
a shock first-round exit from the
World Championship.

The sincere, passionate and
hard-working athlete that
Dahiya is, the defeat would
have rankled the grappler the
most.

He is not not someone who
can digest defeat easily and is
expected go all out in season
2023, when quotas for the Paris
Games will be up for grabs.

The crashing out of Dahiya
was unexpected, and so was the
performance of the men's shut-
tlers at the Thomas Cup, where
the historic title win put India on
path to becoming a badminton
powerhouse.

The rise of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
has been phenomenal in the last
two years and their showing was
key in India breaking the hege-
mony of China and Indonesia at
the prestigious tournament, held
in Bangkok in May.

Established stars such as PV
Sindhu and Lakshya Sen did not
exactly set the courts on fire but
they made their presence felt by
winning a number of titles on
the BWF Tour.

The shuttlers extended their
impressive run to Birmingham
CWG, winning six medals,
including three golds, a silver
and two bronze.

Neeraj missed the CWG
due to a groin injury but before
that he won a silver in the
World Championships in the

USA to become only the second
Indian after Anju Bobby
Geaorge -- who won a bronze in
2003 Paris edition -- to win a
medal at the showpiece.

In September, he became
the Diamond League champion
by winning the Finals of the
prestigious meeting series,
adding another first to his name.

He came agonisingly close
to 90m mark when he threw the
spear to 89.94m to finish second
in the Stockholm leg of the
Diamond League.

At least six top Indian ath-
letes were caught for using
banned drugs and the run-up to
the Commonwealth Games was
marred by a series of positive

dope cases.
Indian wrestlers expectedly

dominated the CWG but the
tougher World Championships
served a reality check for estab-
lished stars such as Dahiya.

While Dahiya struggled,
Aman Sehrawat made steady
progress in 57kg category. He
became the U-23 world cham-

pion after winning a gold at the
Bolat Turlykhanov Cup in
Almaty.

Vinesh Phogat also strug-
gled but the rise of Greco
Roman wrestlers and an excep-
tional show by the juniors at the
big stage made it an eventful year
for Indian wrestling.

The rise of Antim Panghal,

who became the U-20 world
champion in Sofia, is very heart-
ening and she could be India's
best bet in 53kg when Vinesh is
not around.

The Indian hockey teams
continued their upward trend,
with the women slightly outper-
forming their male counter-
parts by clinching a CWG medal
-- a bronze -- after 16 years.

The men's team won silver
but the crushing 0-7 defeat to
Australia in the final was a
dampener.

Later in the year India
clashed with the Kookaburras
on their home turf and though
they lost the series 1-4, engag-
ing the host in a high-scoring
series would have given the
players confidence ahead of the
World Cup.

Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu
added a second World

Championships medal to her
collection, apart from a CWG
gold. The sport also found new
heroes in Jeremy Lalrinnunga
and Achinta Sheuli, who were
among 10 medal winners in
Birmingham.

However, replicating the
CWG success in tougher tour-
naments proved to be a her-
culean task for almost all of
them, barring Mirabai.

India, though, got its maid-
en junior world champion in the
sport in Harshada Garud.

What the Indian fans will
not forget and can watch on loop
without getting tired is Virat
Kohli's breathtaking shots in the
high-octane T20 World Cup
match against Pakistan.

The cricketing world was in
his awe as he proved that batting
remains an art even in the T20
format, where muscle power and
innovation is redefining the
game style.

This was after Kohli quit the
leadership role in the longest for-
mat and his relationship with the
BCCI had hit a nadir after
being sacked from ODI captain-
cy.

To say the least, Indian
cricket in 2022 was chaotic both
on and off the field.

The struggle of premier
batters, including that of skipper
Rohit Sharma and KL Rahul,
remained an intense topic of
debate. Their approach was
questioned as the Indian team
often paid the price for their
struggle in powerplay overs.

Hardik Pandya emerged as
a new leader of the national T20
team as Rohit paid the price for
another semi-final exit in the
World Cup following a crushing
defeat at the hands of England.

The team also lost a Test
series in South Africa.

While the established play-
ers struggled, one batter who
mesmerized the fans and experts
alike was Suryakumar Yadav. His
ability to strike the ball hard and
clean was phenomenal as he
took T20 batting to another
level, drawing comparisons with
the great AB de Villiers.

The way Sourav Ganguly's
tenure ended as BCCI president
also invited criticism. The
Supreme Court allowed him to
continue as president but the
board installed Roger Binny as
the new chief.
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There is substantial improve-
ment in the condition of

cricketer Rishabh Pant and doc-
tors are yet to decide if he has
to be shifted to some other facil-
ity, according to his family
friends and others who visited
him at the hospital here on
Saturday.

Pant's mother Saroj Pant and
his sister Sakshi, who arrived
from London on Saturday morn-
ing, are with him at the hospital,
they said.

Delhi and District Cricket
Association (DDCA) Director
Shyam Sharma and Bollywood
actors Anil Kapoor and Anupam
Kher were among those who met
Pant at the hospital.

"There are no immediate
plans to shift him anywhere as his
condition has improved sub-
stantially since yesterday,' said
Umesh Kumar who has been

constantly with the family at the
Max Hospital here.

"A plastic surgery on his
forehead had been performed on
Friday itself. Its first dressing was
also done today," he said

The 25-year-old, who was on
his way to his hometown Roorkee
to surprise his mother, suffered
injuries on his head, back and feet
in a road accident on Friday
morning, according to police.
Hospital authorities have said that
his condition is stable.

His condition is improving
but the BCCI doctors who are
constantly in touch with the
doctors at the Max Hospital will
take a call on whether or not he
should be taken elsewhere for the
treatment of his ligament injury,
Umesh Kumar said.

IPL player Nitish Rana who
plays for Delhi also met Pant at
the hospital on Saturday

After visiting Pant, DDCA
director Shyam Sharma told

reporters: "He is being looked
after well by the doctors here. The
BCCI is also in touch with them
taking updates on his condition.
As of now, he will be kept here
only"

Replying to a question, he
said Pant told him it was dark
and the mishap occurred when
he was trying to negotiate a pot-
hole.

Pant had a miraculous escape
when his luxury car hit a road
divider near Roorkee on Delhi-
Dehradun national highway and
burst into flames early on Friday.

"He (Pant) is doing fine. We
met him as fans. Let us pray that
he recovers soon and we see him
playing again," actor Anil Kapoor
told reporters after coming out of
the hospital.

Anupam Kher, who accom-
panied Kapoor, said: "Everything
is fine. We met Pant, his mother
and relatives, they are all fine. We
made him laugh a lot."
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The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) on Saturday

announced free entry for spec-
tators for the second and final
Test against New Zealand at the
National Bank Cricket Arena,
starting here on Monday.

The decision to allow free
entry comes after a disap-
pointing crowd turnout in the
series-opening first Test that
ended after bad light stopped
play on Friday.

"The spectators are only
required to bring either their
original CNIC or B-form to
enter the stadium and they will
be able to watch the action free
of cost from any of the premi-
um (Imran Khan, Quaid,
Wasim Akram and Zaheer
Abbas), first class (Asif Iqbal,
Waqar Hassan and Majid
Khan) and general enclosures
(Muhammad Brothers and
Intikhab Alam)," a PCB media
release said.

The board added that shut-
tles will also be running in
between the National Bank
Cricket Arena and the Gareeb
Nawaz parking area for ease of
access to the stadium.

The opening Test of the
two-match series had ended in
a draw on Friday.
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Three days before he starts a
new journey as India's full-

time T20 captain, Hardik
Pandya met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah at his offi-
cial residence here on Saturday.

The 27-year-old flamboyant
Baroda all-rounder, who was
made captain for the upcoming
three-match T20I Sri Lanka
home series beginning January
3, was accompanied by his crick-
eter brother Krunal.

"Thank you for inviting us to
spend invaluable time with you
Honourable Home Minister Shri

@AmitShah Ji. It was an honour
and privilege to meet you,"
Hardik posted on twitter with
photos of him and his brother
talking to Shah.

The Pandya-led side features
fresh faces with seniors in Virat
Kohli and KL Rahul not part of
the T20I format and it is likely
that Rohit Sharma may not be
picked again keeping the 2024
World Cup in mind.

Pandya is also named as
Rohit's deputy in the three-
match ODI series that will fol-
low the T20Is. Rohit is current-
ly recovering from a finger
injury.
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India's Yuki Bhambri and
Ramkumar Ramanathan

started their campaign at the
Tata Open Maharashtra with
contrasting victories in the
singles qualifying opening
round here on Saturday.

While Bhambri domi-
nated Diego Hidalgo 6-2 6-
2 in a lopsided match,
Chennai-based Ramanathan,
who entered the draw as a
wildcard, registered a sensa-
tional come-from-behind 2-
6 7-5 6-2 win against Otto
Virtanen.

South Asia's only ATP
250 event is being conduct-
ed by the Maharashtra State
Lawn Tennis Association
(MSLTA) in association with
the state government.

Meanwhile, other three
Indians in action -- Prajnesh
Gunneswaran, Sidharth
Rawat and Aditya Balsekar -
- suffered defeats in their
respective matches.

While Gunneswaran
went down fighting 7-6 (6) 3-
6 7-5 against the former
word No. 45 Maximilian
Marterer, Rawat made
Zdenek Kolar work hard

before losing the match by 6-
1 6-7 (4) 6-1.

Balsekar was defeated
by Flavio Cobolli 6-3 6-0.

In other first-round
matches, last year's semi-
finalist Elias Ymer made
progress after his opponent
Miljan Zekic retired. Mattia
Bellucci beat Vladyslav Orlov
6-4 6-4 and Nikola Milojevic
also thrashed Nicholas David
Ionel 6-3 6-2.

The second and final
round of the qualifiers will be
played on Sunday as
Bhambri, Ramanathan and
others will look to win and
secure the main draw spots
for themselves.

Bhambri and
Ramanathan will take on
Ymer and Bellucci respective-
ly in the final round.

Earlier in the day, 15-
year-old rising India star
Manas Dhamne was handed
a main draw wildcard in the
singles. The Pune-born ten-
nis prodigy Dhamne will be
seen competing in the main
draw alongside the global
tennis stars including world
number 17 Marin Cilic.

The main draw will take
place from January 2 to 7.
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Cristiano Ronaldo com-
pleted a lucrative move to
Saudi Arabian club Al

Nassr in a deal that is a land-
mark moment for Middle
Eastern soccer but will see one
of Europe's biggest stars disap-
pear from the sport's elite stage.

Al Nassr posted a picture
on social media of the five-time
Ballon d'Or holding up the
team's jersey after Ronaldo
signed a deal until June 2025,
with the club hailing the move
as "history in the making."

"This is a signing that will
not only inspire our club to
achieve even greater success but
inspire our league, our nation
and future generations, boys
and girls to be the best version
of themselves," the club wrote.

It also gives the 37-year-old
Ronaldo a massive payday in
what could be the final contract
of his career. Media reports have
claimed the Portugal star could
be earning up to USD 200 mil-
lion a year from the deal, which
would make him the highest-
paid soccer player in history.

Ronaldo said in a statement
that he was "eager to experience
a new football league in a dif-
ferent country."

"I am fortunate that I have
won everything I set out to win
in European football and feel
now that this is the right
moment to share my experience
in Asia," the forward added.

While the signing is a mas-
sive boost for Middle Eastern
soccer, it will also fuel the
debate about Saudi Arabia using
so-called "sportswashing" to
boost the country's image inter-

nationally. Saudi Arabia's sov-
ereign wealth fund owns
Premier League team
Newcastle, and the country is
considering a bid to host the
2030 World Cup.

Ronaldo had been a free
agent after his contract was ter-
minated by Manchester United
following an explosive TV inter-
view in which he criticised
manager Erik ten Hag and the
club's owners after having been
repeatedly benched and even

temporarily suspended by the
club.

He is also coming off a dis-
appointing World Cup where
he was benched in the knock-
out rounds and left the field in
tears after Portugal lost in the
quarterfinals to Morocco.

And after a storied career
that saw him win the
Champions League with both
United and Real Madrid, along
with league and cup titles in
England, Spain and Italy, he will

now seemingly see out the last
years of his career far away from
the spotlight of top European
soccer.

While Saudi Arabia
earned its biggest internation-
al soccer win ever at the World
Cup in Qatar last month when
it beat eventual champion
Argentina in its first group-
stage game, the domestic
league has few other stars and
is not watched by a major
international audience.
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Playing his first match since
his World Cup hopes were

dashed by an injury, Karim
Benzema came the rescue of
Real Madrid with a pair of late
goals to snatch a 2-0 victory at
10-man Valladolid.

Benzema had a subdued
showing in his first competitive
match since November 2 fol-
lowing injuries that had limit-
ed his availability for his club
and finally sidelined him for his
France at soccer's elite compe-
tition.

But the Ballon d'Or winner
came through in the final min-
utes on Friday to give Carlo
Ancelotti's side the three points
it needed to provisionally move
to the top of the Spanish league
standings.

Madrid also relied on goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois to
keep the score deadlocked as it
struggled to create chances in
its first game since the league
paused for seven weeks for the
tournament in Qatar.

Valladolid defended well
and threatened on the break at
its José Zorrilla stadium until
the game finally swung in
Madrid's favor when the video
assistant referee spotted a hand-
ball in the area by defender Javi
Sánchez.

Benzema stepped up and
coolly slotted his penalty kick
into the left corner as goalkeep-
er Jordi Masip fell the other way
to grab the lead in the 83rd
minute.

Valladolid's chances of
hunting for a late equalizer were
hurt when striker Sergio León,
one of its most incisive players,
was shown a direct red card
apparently for using inappro-
priate language while protest-
ing the penalty decision.

Benzema then got his brace
in the 89th after a pass by sub-
stitute Eduardo Camavinga.

"Benzema played very well
given that he had barely played
in the last three months,"
Courtois said.

"Maybe he was lacking a bit
of pace. I bet the Karim of last
year would have scored even

more goals, but it is good for
him to get this double."

Before Benzema put
Madrid ahead, Courtois made
two great saves to deny León
and midfielder Álvaro Aguado.
Courtois used a one-handed
diving save to stop Aguado's
long-range strike in the first
half. He then got low to turn
back León's header in the 68th.

"Courtois' saves were deci-
sive," said Valladolid coach
Pacheta Martín, whose team
slid into 15th place.

Madrid moved one point
ahead of Barcelona at the top of
the standings before Xavi
Hernández's side plays a derby
against Espanyol on Saturday.

Before kickoff, a moment of
silence was held in memory of
Brazil great Pelé, who died on

Thursday. Ronaldo, the former
Brazil and Madrid star and the
current owner of Valladolid,
stood alongside Real Madrid
president Florentino Pérez in
the stands during the tribute.
Brazil forward Vinícius Júnior
closed his eyes and lifted his
head upwards in midfield with
the other players.

SEVILLA STALLED
Sevilla remained in the rel-

egation zone after a 1-1 draw at
Celta Vigo.

Sevilla coach Jorge
Sampaoli overhauled his attack-
ing scheme after playmaker
Isco Alarcón, who had been
used as a "false nine" before the
World Cup break, left the club
by mutual agreement last week.
In his place, Sampaoli started

his two big strikers, Youssef En-
Nesyri and Rafa Mir.

Celta's Gabri Veiga chipped
Morocco goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou in the 33rd after Iago
Aspas met his run with a per-
fectly weighted pass after Veiga
had recovered the ball. It was
the 20-year-old Veiga's fourth
goal of the season.

After Sevilla failed to gener-
ate scoring chances in the first
half, Sampaoli sent on Erik
Lamela for En-Nesyri at half-
time.

Monents after Celta's goal-
keeper pushed Lamela's shot
onto the post, Kike Salas head-
ed in the resulting corner kick
to level the score in the 54th.

Sevilla finished with 10 men
after José Carmona was shown
a second yellow card in the 86th.
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Leicester defender Wout Faes
had an evening to forget as

Liverpool ended the year by clos-
ing the gap to the Premier League's
top four.

Faes became just the fourth
player to score two own goals in a
Premier League game, helping
Liverpool come from behind to
beat Leicester 2-1 on Friday in a
match marked by defensive errors
from both sides.

After a tough start to the sea-
son, Liverpool is now just two
points behind fourth-place
Tottenham heading into 2023 fol-
lowing a run of four straight wins.

West Ham, meanwhile, is star-
ing at a crisis after a fifth straight
loss. David Moyes' team conceded
two goals against the run of play to
lose 2-0 at home against Brentford,
and the London club could find
itself in last place once the rest of
the weekend games are played.

Both games started with a
tribute to Pele, who died Thursday
at the age of 82, as will the rest of
the weekend fixtures.

At Anfield, Liverpool gifted the
hosts the lead in the fourth minute
with some calamitous defending as
Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall was
allowed to run straight down the
middle of the pitch unopposed
after a long goal kick to chip the
ball over Alisson Becker. 

But on a night when
Liverpool's forwards were repeat-
edly off target, they got some
much needed help from Faes.

The Belgian center-back had
disastrous seven-minute spell
before halftime as he first ignored
a shout from his goalkeeper Danny
Ward to leave a low cross from
Alexander-Arnold and lunged in to
make an attempted clearance, only
to mishit the ball so it looped over
Ward and in at the far post.

Darwin Nunez was then
played through on goal by Alex

Oxlade-Chamberlain and dinked a
shot over Ward that bounced back
off the far post. The back-tracking
Faes tried to clear the ball but only
succeeded in hammering it into the
net - and then had to endure taunts
of "shoot" from the Liverpool fans
every time he touched the ball.

"He's a strong character, and he
will get over that this evening,"
Leicester manager Brendan
Rodgers said.

It was far from a vintage per-
formance from Jurgen Klopp's
team but Liverpool now has four
successive league victories for the
first time since April.

"It's all about getting three
points and trying to get into a posi-
tion in the league where we feel like
we need to be and haven't been this
season," Liverpool defender Trent
Alexander Arnold said.

"These are the ones that you
look back on and know that you
needed to win it. Whether you win
well or ugly, it doesn't really mat-
ter."

West Ham would be more
than happy to get an ugly win, after
outplaying Brentford for large
parts of the game and still losing.

The team was booed off the
field after first-half goals from
Ivan Toney and Josh Dasilva inflict-
ed another damaging loss on
Moyes.

"I thought we played well
today," Moyes said.

"The goals were completely
against the run of play, we've lost
two goals to throw-ins. We made
a lot of opportunities, we just
couldn't take them."

Brentford climbed to ninth,
although the win was came at a cost
as Toney left on a stretcher in stop-
page time after landing awkward-
ly.

"He had some pain, hopefully
nothing serious," Brentford said of
Toney, who scored his 13th goal of
the season.
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Rafael Nadal has ended an up-
and-down 2022 with a 3-6 6-3

6-4 loss to Britain's Cameron Norrie
at the United Cup mixed teams
tournament on Saturday.

Nadal won the Australian Open
and French Open to take his career
Grand Slam si ngles total to a lead-
ing 22. But foot, rib and abdomen
injuries meant he played only four
events after Wimbledon in July.

Norrie's win gave Britain a 1-0
lead over Spain.

Norrie failed to win a set in his
four previous matches against
Nadal.

"It was pretty crazy. I was think-
ing I'd never won a set before, so I
wanted to come out and firstly do
that," Norrie said.

"It was a super physical match
and I enjoyed it. It's a great way to
end 2022 for me."

In other matches, Top-ranked
Iga Swiatek gave Poland an early
lead over Kazakhstan when she beat
Yulia Putintseva 6-1 6-3 at Brisbane.

"First matches of the season are
always kind of rusty, so I'm happy
that in the important moments I
was really composed," Swiatek said.

At Perth, Bulgaria and Belgium
were level at 1-1 after the first day.
Bulgaria's Grigor Dimitrov beat
David Goffin 6-4 7-5 after Alison
Van Uytvanck had a 6-1 3-6 6-2 win
over Isabella Shinikova to give

Belgium the early lead.
Earlier, Jiri Lehecka scored a 6-

4 6-2 upset win over world No. 12
Alexander Zverev to help give the
Czech Republic a 2-0 lead.

The 21-year-old Lehecka,
ranked No. 81, broke four times in
the Group C match at Ken Rosewall
Arena in Sydney to bounce back
from an opening singles loss to
Taylor Fritz of the United States on
Thursday.

Marie Bouzkova later beat
Jule Niemeier 6-2 7-5 in the sec-
ond match to give the Czechs a 2-
0 lead. Czech women's No. 1
Petra Kvitova can clinch the tie on
Sunday when she faces Laura
Siegemund.

Zverev was competing for the
first time since June when he tore
three ligaments in his right ankle
during his Roland Garros semifinal
match against Rafael Nadal.

"I knew before the match that
he hadn't played in a while but
with a player like him that can
mean nothing," Lehecka said.

"In the crucial moments I
showed all the experience from the
last year playing against good
players."

In other matches Saturday,
Brazil took a 2-0 lead over Norway
at Brisbane.

World 15th-ranked Beatriz

Haddad Maia improved her tour-
nament record to 2-0 after defeat-
ing Malene Helgo of Norway 6-4
6-2. Felipe Meligeni Alves gave
Brazil its second win of the day
when he beat Viktor Durasovic 6-
3 6-3.

"I was trying to be as aggres-
sive as I could," Haddad Maia said.

"I was happy that I was patient
and giving myself chances . . . Even
if I was missing. I was happy with
the way I was thinking in this
match."

Two singles matches - one
men's and one women's - are
played over each of two days, with
a mixed doubles to conclude the
five-match encounter on the sec-
ond day.

The inaugural United Cup
has teams from 18 countries com-
peting in Brisbane, Perth and
Sydney through to January 4. The
three city champions and the
next-best performing country
from the group stage will meet at
Ken Rosewall Arena from January
6 to 8 to determine the overall win-
ner.

After matches completed
Friday, top-ranked Greece led
Group A with a 4-1 record,
Switzerland heads Group B (5-0),
the U.S. Is first in Group C (4-1),
Britain (3-2) tops Group D, Italy
is in first place in Group E with a
3-2 record and France (5-0) leads
Group F.
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Down a dirt road in the moun-
tains of Minas Gerais, Pelé's

home state, Jorge Tavares received
the news of the star's death from a
4 am newscast.

As a boy, Tavares and his
cousins listened to Pelé's World
Cup games on the radio. His daz-
zling performance inspired them
to play a game they had never
seen, at first using a ball of socks
and string.

"He leaves a legacy, a person of
color who was crowned king of soc-
cer, and he also brought a lot of
peace outside Brazil," Tavares, a 67-
year-old school-van driver, said at
the barbed-wire fence outside his
home.

"He represented Brazil to every-
one abroad."

With Pelé's death, Brazilians
have lost a piece of their hearts.

On Rio de Janeiro's Ipanema
beach, the news broke when Paulo
Vinicius was playing soccer with his
9-year-old nephew.

"Pelé represents the best of
Brazil: its people, its working class,"

said Vinicius, 38, a physical-educa-
tion instructor.

"Pelé gives a sense of identity to
the Brazilian people."

Roseli Augusto, 55, was at her
little bar in the mountains of Minas
Gerais when she heard the news.

"Pelé is an idol, the best player
in the world," said Augusto. She
recalls her father taking a bus to the
coastal city of Santos to watch Pelé
play.

"Many kids, many players, were
inspired by him. He is our biggest
sports idol."

As a girl, Lucia Cunha lis-
tened to Pelé's World Cup exploits
while huddled around a radio
with her siblings. She read about
him in newspapers used to wrap
bread.

"He was a symbol of soccer, a
great player, a simple, humble per-

son, a person of God, a good per-
son, who did everything that he
could," Cunha said.

In Santos, Nicolas Oliveira, 18,
was outside the stadium along

with about 200 other people.
Oliveira said that even replays of
Pelé's sensational playing make
him swell with emotion.

"Pelé is a Black man from the

interior of Minas Gerais state,"
Oliveira said.

"I'm here because of what he
did, for the soccer he played, for the
soccer he improved and for the
future players he helped mold and
inspire."

Everton Luz, a 41-year-old
lawyer, was crying outside the hos-
pital with a Santos club flag
wrapped around him. He had
come directly from work to pay
tribute to the player whose perfor-
mances had electrified his own dad,
and prompted decades of stories.

Luz recounts those stories to his
own two children, and shows them
videos of the idol. He recalled see-
ing Pelé in person once, watching
a game at a stadium.

"We managed to get close to his
box, and he waved goodbye," Luz
said.
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An 2023, when India holds the G-20
meetings, the global spotlight will
be on Jammu and Kashmir.

It's expected, The Modi govern-
ment would go all out on showcasing
the changing face of Jammu and
Kashmir in front of the World leaders
during the G-20 summit.

The assembly polls are long due and
the Election Commission of India is
expected to take a call on whether or not
to hold the elections ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

The erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir was reorganized into two Union
Territories after the abrogation of articles
370 and 35-A on August 5, 2019.

In the absence of a democratically-
elected popular government. the region is
awaiting a 'healing touch' in the form of
the resumption of 'political dialogue'.

The entire government machinery is
already gearing up to 'peacefully' host the
G-20 meeting. During the event, the gov-
ernment is likely to showcase its econom-
ic potential, tourism assets, and culture
before the world powers.

By spreading a red carpet to the world
leaders, the Union government wants to
send across a loud message that the
restive region is back to normalcy.

Both China and Pakistan made nois-
es over organising meetings of G-20
leaders in Jammu and Kashmir, but the
other member countries chose to ignore
the objections. However, India may have
to do a tightrope walk at the diplomatic
level while dealing with 'belligerent' neigh-
bors to ensure peace prevails during
2023.
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Compared to previous years, the secu-

rity situation is gradually improving on
ground zero in Jammu and Kashmir. The
Union Territory administration headed by
Lt-Governor Manoj Sinha is of the view
that barring 'unfortunate' incidents of
'targeted killings' of members belonging to
the minority community, outside workers,
local policemen, and civilians the overall
security scenario has improved. Investment
is flowing in and big-ticket infrastructure
projects are both shaping up and nearing
completion. A record number of tourists
are flocking to different parts of Jammu and
Kashmir signaling that near normality has
been restored in the restive region.

The incidents of stone pelting have
also vanished across Kashmir valley post-
Abrogation of Article 370. The National
and State Investigating agencies have
been working hard to track down those
sponsoring the terrorist handlers and have
already dismantled the ecosystem by
choking the flow of funds meant for spon-
soring anti-national activities.

The separatists and 'white collar'
sympathizers of terrorists have been
booked for harbouring and sheltering
them, and the centers of radicalization and
educational institutions managed by
Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI) have been closed

down and properties worth 150 crores
have been seized. The SIA has identified
as many as 188 JeI properties across
Jammu and Kashmir that have either been
notified or are under the process of being
notified for further legal action.
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The mainstream political parties have

been rooting for early Assembly polls and
restoration of 'statehood' status to J&K.

As of now, these political parties are
relying only on 'murmurs’ heard in the cor-
ridors of power over the timing of the
Assembly polls. 

However, in the absence of any clar-
ity, the mainstream political parties are
already gearing up their poll machinery
and organizing mass contact programs in
both the regions of Jammu and Kashmir
to consolidate their voter base.

It is expected by the time the Assembly
polls are held there will be an entirely new
political canvas for the electorate to pon-
der upon.

After the culmination of the marathon
exercise of Delimitation of Assembly
constituencies, the Election Commission
of India launched the summary revision
of Electoral rolls. 

The last time when the Assembly polls
were held in the region in 2014, the 'bat-
tle of ballot' was fought between the two
Kashmir-based mainstream regional par-
ties--the National Conference (NC) and
the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)---
and two National parties -the Congress
and the Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP).

Out of 87 Assembly seats, 80 seats
were distributed among these four polit-
ical parties.

Post Delimitation a total number of
7.72 lakh voters have been added in the
final electoral rolls after the recent sum-
mary revision. The total electorate size has
now risen from 7586899 to 8359771 vot-
ers in the 90 Assembly segments.

Refugees from West Pakistan, citizens
belonging to the Valmiki community, and
others have been listed as voters for the
first-time post-Abrogation of Article 370.
At present, a separate summary revision
of electoral rolls for Panchayat elections is
going on across Jammu and Kashmir. It
is expected that before holding Assembly
polls, the center may try and test the polit-
ical waters by holding Panchayat polls. 

Incidentally, several new political
players have also emerged on the politi-
cal scene to woo the electorate.

The latest entrant on the political scene
is Ghulam Nabi Azad, Chairman of the
newly launched Democratic Progressive
Azad Party.

After quitting Congress, Azad decid-
ed to pad up for another long innings on
his home turf. At the time of the launch
of the DPA, his loyalists tried to project
him as one of the probable Chief
Ministerial candidates. But even before
Azad could explain his party's road map
to the masses and create a wave in his sup-
port, he seems to have lost the plot. His

fledgling outfit is disintegrating and sev-
eral of its founder members have quit.

"As a veteran election manager for the
Congress, he may have earned for himself
the sobriquet of a 'master strategist’, but he
has failed miserably in keeping his own
flock together," said a political analyst.

Azad had to expel a battery of senior
party leaders even before registering his
political party with the Election
Commission of India. Ironically, the
name of the party is also not finalized as
yet.

Among those expelled from the party
included one of his close confidantes and
former Deputy Chief Minister Tara Chand
who had remained loyal to him through-
out his political career.

So, what went wrong in the last three
months that Azad had to take such an
extreme step? It seems a question of both
trust deficit and Azad’s over-dependence
on leaders belonging to the Chenab val-
ley region.

The bickering surfaced s Azad con-
centrated more in the Chenab valley region
of Jammu province and deliberately
ignored the plain areas of Jammu, Samba,
and Kathua.

For the sake of the record, Azad loy-
alists and party functionaries have accused
the expelled leaders of hobnobbing with the
Congress leadership and working against
the interests of the party. They also
accused Azad of working as a dictator. After
their expulsion from the party, these lead-
ers also accused Azad of ignoring Hindu-
dominated pockets of Jammu and helping
a particular political party by trying to split
the secular vote to their advantage.

"The party has been hijacked by a
handful of Azad loyalists from the Chenab
valley. We were side-lined in the decision-
making process. Only the name of the
party was Democratic Azad Party. There
was no democracy in the party, the
expelled leaders charged. 

Tara Chand said, "We cheated the
Congress and Azad cheated us. I am sur-
prised that a leader of his stature could
expel us without any consultation. Azad
was like family to us, whom we joined
when he was alone. 

Chand went on to say that with their
expulsion, it’s clear that Azad did not want
them to work in Hindu-majority areas. “
This is because he wants to help the BJP.
In which case, how can he become an
alternative in the state," Chand questioned.

Azad was JK's Chief Minister from
November 2005 till July 2008. He was dis-
lodged from the 'hot seat' by the alliance
partner PDP in the aftermath of mass agi-
tation over the Amarnath land row in both
the regions of the state. It appears in the
last 14 years Azad had not learned any
lessons.

In 2008, he ignored the sentiments of
the people of the Jammu region and ended
up losing his chair. In 2022, he again com-
mitted the same mistake and is expected
to pay a heavy price.

Political experts say after returning to
Jammu and Kashmir Azad could have
played the role of a 'kingmaker', but so far
he has failed to make any impact.

He is only attacking the Congress
party and not taking a clear stand as
regards the Bharatiya Janta Party and other
contentious issues bothering the common
people of the region.

His statements over the issue of
restoration of Article 370 led to war of
words between him and the Kashmir-
based regional political parties.
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Each day, several public meetings are
addressed by the politicians in different
parts of Jammu and Kashmir. During all
these meetings, the leaders belonging to
the opposition parties have been singing
chorus in support of their demand for early
assembly elections and the restoration of
statehood as promised by the Union
government on the floor of the Parliament.

After the Abrogation of Articles 370
and 35-A several political outfits have been
launched in the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir.

In March 2020, seven months after the
reorganization of J&k state, former PDP
Finance Minister Syed Altaf Bukhari
launched the Jammu and Kashmir Apni.

The majority of members, mostly from the
Mehbooba Mufti-led group and Congress
besides a few from the National
Conference (NC) joined him.

Other players namely Jammu and
Kashmir Peoples Conference led by Sajjad
Lone, Dogra Swabhimaan Sangathan led
by former MP Lal Singh, IkkJutt Jammu
led by Advocate Ankur Sharma, and Aam
Admi party have also thrown their hat in
the poll arena.  

In Kashmir, these parties are intro-
duced among the masses as B and C team
of the BJP while in the Jammu region, all
the Kashmir-based regional political par-
ties have left the field open for the BJP to
capture at its own sweet will.

No significant effort is being made by
the National Conference and the Peoples
Democratic Party to consolidate their voter
base in the Jammu region.

To say the least, National Conference
Vice President and former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah has almost lost touch with
the electorate of the Jammu region.

Barring attending some party meet-
ings inside the NC office complex, Omar
has seldom visited the Jammu region to
address public meetings and interact
with the party leaders. Local leaders are
mostly called to Srinagar to hold parleys
on important issues.

The party has been organizing pub-
lic meetings in some pockets of Rajouri,
Poonch, Doda and he has been attending
the same, but beyond that, there is no con-
nection with the electorate. In contrast, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah is religiously meeting his
party workers during his stay in Jammu,
But ever since former party Provincial
President DS Rana joined BJP, the party
unit is struggling to organize big public
meetings to host their leaders. 

National Conference also lost its sup-
port base amid a widening gap between
Gujjar, Bakerwal and members of the
Pahadi-speaking community. BJP is eye-
ing the sizable vote bank of Pahadis to try
and win the majority seats from the fron-
tier districts of Rajouri and Poonch.

At present, the benefit of Scheduled
Tribe status is given only to the members
of Gujjar Bakarwal community in Jammu
and Kashmir. Their estimated population
is a little over 14 lakhs while the estimat-
ed size of the Pahari community is a lit-
tle over 8 lakhs. The members of the Pahari
community are mostly located in Rajouri,
Poonch, Uri, Keran, Karnah, Pahalgam
and Shopian.

Rajouri Poonch comprises eight
assembly seats. Except for two of these,
which include the seats of Nowshera and
Sunderbani, the remaining six seats are
inhabited by 40 percent of the Gujjar com-
munity. Whichever side they sit on in the
election, the result will be in favor of the
same candidate.

Similarly, in Baramulla, Kupwara dis-
trict of North Kashmir, a large number of
Gujjar and Pahari-speaking people can
turn the table. This is the reason that by
giving reservations to the Pahadi commu-

nity, the BJP wants to strengthen its hold
in Rajouri, Poonch, and North Kashmir.
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Several party leaders and former
ministers have dumped the party and
joined APNI party and National
Conference leaving her in the lurch. The
National Conference and APNI party are
eyeing PDP vote bank in the South
Kashmir districts of Kashmir valley. Omar
Abdullah has addressed a series of public
meetings in the PDP stronghold to woo
the electorate. 

During her visits to the Jammu
region, Mehbooba is surrounded by a
handful of party leaders. Instead of
addressing big public gatherings, she
prefers meeting some party delegations
and making an appearance at some of
social events to register her presence. 

It appears both these Kashmir-based
regional parties have made no significant
effort to regain their lost ground or retain
the voter base to give a tough fight to the
BJP which is aiming for the first time to
form a majority government on its own
strength. The party leadership has set itself
a goal of winning at least 50 Assembly seats
to anoint a Hindu Chief Minister. For the
time being BJP has set its eyes on winning
the majority of seats from the Jammu
region and to secure the majority seats the
party may have to take the help of like-
minded parties from the Kashmir valley. 

��	����	������
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In Kashmir valley, the Peoples Alliance

for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) is in dis-
array. Initially, they were keen on fielding
a joint candidate during the Assembly polls
, but National Conference leadership has
already hinted that it was preparing to con-
test all 90 seats and was in no mood to field
joint candidates under the prevailing cir-
cumstances. In the absence of any final
decision, the constituents of PAGD are
heading in different directions and are not
able to iron out their differences over con-
testing the poll together. 

Since the 2002 Assembly polls, none
of the Kashmir-based political parties has
managed to win more than 30 seats.

In 2002, PDP formed an alliance gov-
ernment with the Congress party. In 2009,
Omar Abdullah headed a National
Conference-Congress government
between 2009-2014. In March 2015, BJP
and PDP came together under the lead-
ership of Mufti Mohd Sayeed. After Mufti
Mohd Sayeed died, his daughter took over
the baton and ran an alliance government
with the BJP till June 2018.

Now it remains to be seen whether
J&k is ready to give a decisive mandate by
electing a one-party majority government
or will it once again vote for a hung assem-
bly. The timing of the Assembly polls will
play a significant role in determining the
outcome of the polls.

(The writer is Senior
Correspondent of The Pioneer)
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WILL THE 
NEW YEAR
USHER IN A
NEW DAWN
FOR JK?
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Autobiographical books
are often prejudiced by
the author’s perception

of himself rather than events
that shaped his life—events
that need to be filtered-- so to
as separate chaff from the
grain and serve the readers
only what is palatable and dis-
card the stolid junks.

Historian and filmmaker
Shiv Kunal Verma’s latest
book, Life of an Industani: Six
Degrees of Separation, pub-
lished by BluOne Ink, has
beautifully overcome this intu-
itive challenge. The result is a
scintillating book that often
reads like page-turner fiction.

Much of the book is an
account of events seen
through the eyes and lens of
a young photographer whose
father was an army officer. The
childhood grooming in the
shadow of the army had a
great deal of influence on
Verma’s future life. It filled him
with a streak of adventure and
risk-taking ability. There are
several examples in this book
that are pointers to this trait.

Verma vividly narrates an
incident during his coverage of
the Bhopal gas tragedy which
showed how he reacted
against it. He talks about a
lonely woman in a hut who
had lost perhaps everyone in

the tragedy. While Verma
could not muster the courage
to invade the privacy of the
grief-stricken woman, he saw
a European photographer
clicking the photograph of
the woman, the camera almost
shoved into her face. Verma
was aghast when the photog-
rapher pushed her to evoke a
response and then tried to pay
some dollars to the bewildered
and weeping woman.

“I think, I hit him with all
the force I could muster, send-
ing him sprawling in the dirt.
He seemed to have no idea
that I was there, for even
though he was a big fellow, he
quickly grabbed his camera
and took off with top speed,”
writes Verma.

This one episode shows
how Verma reacted to injus-
tice and how he didn’t care for
consequences in such situa-
tions. 

The same trait came into
play during the Sikh riots
when he rescued a Sikh run-
ning away from his tormen-
tors at the Prithviraj road in
Delhi. “ His turban was
disheveled, and he was con-
stantly looking behind him,
the whites of his eyes reflect-
ing the sheer terror of the sit-
uation. I pulled up beside
him and told him to get on the

scooter. He obeyed without
any hesitation, and I opened
the throttle and sped down the
road towards the Lodhi estate,”
Verma writes.

Undoubtedly, Verma is
gifted with beautiful language,
but this vivid description has
one flaw: exaggeration. How
could anyone see the terror in
the whites of the eyes while
riding a scooter when the
other person was frantically
running away from his stalk-
ers? Still, the incident captures
Verma’s personality traits from
his young days. How many
journalists or photographers
of the present generation will
take the trouble of rescuing a
tormented man? They would
rather film him while he was
being lynched!

Verma’s account of the
Sikh riots revived the horror
of those tragic times. For
example, he cites an instance
when several armed men
stood surrounding a burning
truck inside of which were
trapped two hapless victims.
The incident shows how
Verma did not care about his
own life to help those men.

“You bastard,” I yelled and
ran towards the men, who see-
ing me coming turned to face
me with the spears pointing in
my direction. The man close

to me had a chequered shawl
and I go a close look at his
face—just an ordinary run-of-
the-mill person on the streets
of Delhi, now a murderer. The
burning men inside the cabin
made no move to escape, and
I realize they were not only
dead but their skulls were
showing, the hair and skins
having peeled off.”

Verma has further narrat-
ed the incident in gory details
to bring alive the horror of the
genocide.

Verma has vividly cap-
tured his childhood years, his
growing up, and his profes-
sional journey. In his autobi-
ographical journey, he has
talked about important land-
marks: the Bhopal gas tragedy,
wildlife and man-eaters,
Project Tiger, etc. Verma has
also written a thought-provok-
ing chapter “The Price of ide-
alism” where he talks about a
close encounter with UlfA
men, armed with guns and
pistols, who waylaid from his
room.

His language is a blend of
both dramatic writing and
non-fictional narrative. Unlike
autobiographical musings
which sometimes tend to be
boring and stolid, Verma’s
account of his life’s journey is
thrilling and exciting. 

However, the editing
could have been improved.
There are no grammatical
errors, but redundancies are
present throughout the book,
something the editors should
have noted. 

For example, the prologue
talks about how his living room
was a ̀ mess’. At the same time,
the sentences that follow show
overflowing ashtrays, empty
beer mugs, and askew furni-
ture. But then few books pub-
lished in India go into such
niceties of “show vs tell”. 

Similarly, sentences like
On the fateful morning of
1984, I switched on the radio
in the kitchen that was peren-
nially turned into the main All
India Radio frequency and
made myself a mug of tea--
needed to be spruced up and
tightened.  

That apart, Life of an
Industani: Six Degrees of
Separation, is one of those
autobiographical books that
will stand for its originality
and lucid writing.
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AAt a time when yoga
and pranayama are seen
as a panacea for every

illness that besets mankind,
there has been a proliferation
of literature on these age-old
Indian practices. Much of the
emphasis has been on the way
yoga and pranayama can keep
us healthy and cure even the
most life-threatening ailments.
Vasudev Murthy‘s Yoga sutra
Simplified is an attempt to go
beyond the popular physical
aspects of yoga.

Claiming that a restless
mind is the root cause of all our
troubles, Murthy takes the
reader through Patanjali’s 196
power-packed sutras and
explains the purpose and
meaning of yoga based on his
personal experiences.

The writer talks about his
college life when he went
through frequent bouts of ill-
ness. It was also a time when he
was erratic in his approach,
wrestling with anger and impa-
tience. That is when his father
introduced him to a yoga
expert and later persuaded
him to join a yoga school. It
was the beginning of a journey
that transformed his life.

In course of time, Murthy
started practicing yoga asana
and meditation and discovered
that yoga was not all about
physical fitness but a much
deeper exploration of inner life.
When he started reading the
Patanjali sutra, the first line that
caught his imagination was:
Yoga is a cessation of the mind
reacting to stimulus.

He goes on to explain that
the purpose of yoga is to have
such control over the mind that
it is indifferent to any “ tremor
or perturbation” external or
internal.”

Murthy has a great deal to
say about ‘ ego’, on which he
throws light in the following
beautiful paragraph:

“I see, I perceive, I feel, I
sense. I feel that this is truly the
real me. But in fact, this is the
real throwing veil of igno-

rance over the fact the real”
me” is separate from experi-
ences. You are praised, you
win awards, you receive recog-
nition, and you win argu-
ments. In ignorance, you
believe this—this illusion—is
your true essence. But indeed
it is not.”

Then he sums up ̀ ego’ in
a scintillating one-liner: The
ego is therefore a manifesta-
tion of ignorance.

Taking this point further,
Murthy says “as ignorance
feeds the ego, we then move to
an endless quest for happiness.
We are surrounded by mes-
sages suggesting that happi-
ness involves buying some-
thing or loving someone, get-
ting a huge salary, having a
child or visiting Paris, and so
on. And if we indeed do buy
that object or acquire those
illusory sources of alleged
happiness, we then hanker
for more of the same. In other
words, he becomes attached to
the memory of a specific state
of happiness and years for
more experiences that feed
memory.”

Murthy goes on to assert
the need to eliminate the ego
through the practice of yoga,
pranayama, and meditation
and says that when the ego is
eliminated the illusory word
vanishes.

Calming that yoga is a
beginning of a journey to take
control of our mind, Murthy
says once you control your
mind, once you are impervious
to mischievous provocations
and inducement to modify
your mind, that is when you
will discover the true YOU.

Murthy says that the first
sign of an unquiet mind is shal-
low breathing.

“What happens when you
allow yourself to be distracted
by illness, poor behavioral pat-
terns, desires, and delusions?
Your breathing becomes rapid
and shallow. Anxiety sweeps
your awareness, your pupil
dilates, and your despair for the

solution that makes sense to
you. The impact on your phys-
ical being is negative, while
your mind ferments due to dis-
tractions. And your heartbeat
goes up.”

Asserting that a quiet mind
will set aside all distractions,
Murthy talks about the power
of mediation. He says that
mediation has the power to
deal with stress and bring
peace that was difficult to even
describe.

Citing an example of the
miraculous power of mediation
he says, “ In my own case, I
have observed that my heart-
beats can reduce to about 55
beats per minute from the reg-
ular 73. This involves deep
breathing and a complete focus
on the movement of breath and
determined blocking out of all
sensory distractions.”

Talking about pranayama,
Murthy says prana is the life
force entering our body through
breath. Pranayama translates to
the regulation of prana, and
incredible benefits could be
gained by regulating inhala-
tion, exhalation, and halting
the process of breathing. 

On the concept of an
enlightened mind, Murthy cites
Patanjali to underscore the
point that the mind must be
made impervious to stimula-
tion. “ The quivering jelly (
which the mind is) must trans-
form into an impregnable dia-
mond. And once that happens,
we will merge unto that pure
consciousness that pervades
the universe infinitely in all
directions,” he said.

Murthy has tried to explain
the mystery of yoga sutras
propounded by Maharishi
Patanjali 2500 years ago in a
simple form that could be
grasped by a common man. In
a world torn by chaos and vio-
lence, where people are increas-
ingly falling prey to despair and
depression, his book can act as
a tool to explore ways to har-
monize our existence with the
everyday challenges of life.

TThe International Booker
Prize for Geetanjali Shree's
“Tomb of Sand”, the first

Hindi book to get the honour,
was a moment of collective
national pride and also gave a
welcome fillip to translated
works with both authors and
readers joining in the celebra-
tion.

That the International
Booker Prize for Shree in May
this year was followed in quick
succession by other wins gave
more reason to hope for those
looking to explore stories steeped
in different traditions, cultures
and unfamiliar socio-political
contexts.

While Urdu writer Khalid
Jawed's “The Paradise of Food”
received the JCB Prize, Bengali
author Manoranjan Byapari's
“The Runaway Boy” bagged the
Shakti Bhatt prize and “The
Chipko Movement: A People's
History” by Hindi writer
Shekhar Pathak was awarded the
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay NIF
Book Prize 2022.

“For many readers, I would
say it's fascinating to read a tale
about a different culture, set in
a different locale from the one
they're familiar with, arising out
of a different context. For me,
this is certainly one of the joys
of reading a translation,” Udayan
Mitra, executive publisher,
Harper Collins India, told PTI.

A reader is generally drawn
to a book, translation or other-
wise, “due to the story, the char-
acters, the world created by the
writer and the storytelling”, he
added.

What brought these region-
al writings from the deeper
reaches of the country to a
wider audience of Indians who
have traditionally limited them-
selves to Indian writing in
English, or simply English writ-
ing?

It is the innate need of read-
ers to want to access works of
popular fiction and literature in
different languages, according to
the literary league of publishers
and translators.

Chiki Sarkar, co-founder of
Juggernaut, the publisher of
“The Paradise of Food”, noted
that writers of Indian languages
approach their subject very dif-
ferently from Indian writers in
English.

“Stories (by writers of Indian
languages) often come from
small town or rural milieus,

often are more political, and
more intellectually ambitious,”
she told PTI.

Jawed's “The Paradise of
Food”, originally written as
“Nemat Khana” in Urdu and
translated by Baran Farooqi, is a
deeply socio-political tale of an
Indian Muslim family in which
he has used the metaphors of
kitchen and food to tell honest
lived realities of a section of the
society while making a larger
comment at the times in which
it exists.

First published in 2014,
Jawed's book remained largely
unnoticed outside Urdu-reading
circles. The translation has “def-
initely influenced the existence
of my book”, he said.

“Before it was translated, I
could see it under a smaller hori-
zon, flying around but not to its
fullest. The diverse readership
that the translation has led to is
important for the process of cre-
ation itself. The translation has
taken the book out of its com-
fort zone,” Jawed told PTI.

He added that the quality of
the translation and the availabil-
ity of the text in a common lan-
guage has added to the recent
rise in recognition.

“I sense a change in the per-
ception of language itself as I see
year after year writers from dif-
ferent corners of the world
appearing like ghosts beyond
each cannon and creating their
own idiom, which transcends
the land of its birth and floats
beyond reality-obsessed analysis,
as a divine update to the human
consciousness,” Jawed said.

This year's JCB Prize for
Literature was ruled by other
works of translations. “Song of
Soil” by Nepali writer Chuden
Kabimo, “Imaan” by Bengali
writer Manoranjan Byapari,
“Tomb of Sand” by Hindi author
Geetanjali Shree, and “Valli” by
Malayalam writer Sheela Tomy
made it to the shortlist.

It was the first time when
only translated works made it to
the shortlist of the prestigious
prize.

Jayashree Kalathil, translator
of “Valli”, added that translations
allow access to storytellers in
other languages who would oth-
erwise be inaccessible to a far
wider readership.

“This human condition is
the urge to tell and listen to sto-
ries despite barriers and borders
across languages and cultures –

translations make that happen,”
said Kalathil, who also translat-
ed “Moustache” by Malayalam
writer S Hareesh, the winner of
the 2020 JCB Prize.

Over the years, book awards,
including DSC Prize for South
Asian Literature, Crossword
Book Award and The Hindu
Literary Prize, have also recog-
nised writings in Indian lan-
guages.

With more writers finding
their place on the podium and
reaching a wider readership,
publishers too have taken an
increased interest in adding
such works to their frontlists -
the new books released in a year.

Penguin Random House
India, for instance, has added
translated works to its frontlist,
including Tamil writer Perumal
Murugan's “One Part Woman”,
originally written as
“Madhorubhagan” in 2010.

The book was caught in the
whirlwind of controversy in
2014, months after it was trans-
lated into English by
Aniruddhan Vasudevan.
However, Murugan went on to
receive the Sahitya Akademi
Award for Translation in 2016.

“Global recognition result-
ing in press coverage and social
media conversations have put
translations on top of the minds
of readers,” said Nandan Jha,
executive vice president,
Product, Sales and Business
Development, Penguin Random
House India.

“The growing attention and
awareness of translations attract
more readers to explore books
originally written in languages
other than English…We now
have an expanded reading reper-
toire, which means there is more
to choose from,” Jha said.

With more translations get-
ting published, more regional
authors are now available to a
wider readership, but is it trans-
lating into actual increase in
sales? The increase is marginal,
publishers say almost unani-
mously.

Apart from Tomy's “Valli”
and a select few, which have been
doing “very well”, Mitra said “the
increase in sales is perhaps mar-
ginal, if you look at the transla-
tions list overall”.

Hachette India Managing
Director Thomas Abraham
painted a darker picture, saying
abysmal sales are not limited to
translated works.                PTI
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The status of women in the
contemporary world has

progressed to a certain extent.
And this might be attributed to
the cultural and gender-based
movements which proposed
the doctrine of “rights” and
“demands”. 

For instance, in the con-
temporary scene, these rights
include the right to education,
electoral rights, freedom of
expression, right to ancestral
property etc; those which have
become quite ubiquitous and
political in their usage.

Numerous laws have been
passed throughout the years
catering to the issues concern-
ing women. But arguably, the
most important of these,
besides basic civil rights, would
be their right to inherit prop-
erty. Indian culture has con-
sistently recognised the condi-
tion of women with regard to
their societal position. A cur-
sory look at the social ideals
and rights prevalent in the
Indian subcontinent since the
Vedic era might help us
appraise this concern from a
better perspective. 

In fact, a figure like
Gooroodas Banerjee asserts
that the other western systems
may have imitated the need for
women’s rights much later and
claimed this to be a contribu-
tion of the West. However, an
intimate knowledge about the
Indian situation may provide
us with a more coherent view. 

Let us briefly look at India’s
historiography when it caters to
this debate.

In the Vedic era, the

woman (wife) had no legal
claim to the property. However,
Vedic literature acknowledged
her ownership of stridhan. 

However, such a term is
not evenly placed. To speak the
truth, there are various inter-
pretations of stridhan as it
varies in ancient texts.

Debarati Halder and K
Jaishankar state that a woman
may only own a certain
amount of movable property
when she gets married, known
as stridhan, which could
include things like jewellery,
clothing, household items, or
even livestock. Immovable
property, like landed property,
was bestowed as stridhan in a

few uncommon instances. 
There was an exception to

inherit paternal property by the
brotherless daughters. During
Smriti’s time, its scope was
expanded. Early codes by
Manu had emphasised six dif-
ferent types of stridhan; later
codes either included new
items or characterised women’s
property in a way that sug-
gested the six enumerations
were merely indicative and not
exhaustive. 

Katyayana has precisely
explained stridhan in twenty-
seven paragraphs. Manu,
Narada, Yajnavalkya,
Apastamba, Vyasa, Katyayana
and various Smritikars

explained that the gifts, orna-
ments, household utensils, etc,
given to her at the time of mar-
riage before the nuptial fire by
her father and husband’s fam-
ily, relatives and strangers; only
those gifts counted as her strid-
han. 

The Apastamba
Dharmasutra mentioned that
the wife had the right to make
regular household expenses in
the absence of her husband
based on the shared ownership
principle. 

The fiction of the identity
between the husband and the
wife, along with the shared
ownership notion, allowed
women the right to inherit. But

the wife was still deprived of
her claim to ownership and she
received slight benefits from
the principle of shared owner-
ship in the household. 

She was granted the right
to use her husband’s property
as a usufruct rather than as her
sole property, so she can enjoy
it. Baudhayana, Taittiriya
Samhita, Apastamba disquali-
fies the widow from inheriting
her husband’s assets.
Apastamba talked about one
exception for a widow to inher-
it her dead husband’s proper-
ty; which is that a childless
widow had the right to inher-
it her husband’s estate. But
since Niyoga was practised

often throughout the Vedic
era, it may be stated that wid-
ows without sons were rela-
tively uncommon. 

Inheritance was gradually
taking the shape of a formal law
and getting more condensed
with the evolution of various
schools of law which, original-
ly, varied from region to region.
There were two prominent
schools of inheritance i.e.,
Mitakshara School (followed in
every part of India except east-
ern India), subdivided into
Dravida, Banaras, Maharashtra
and Mithila; and Dayabhaga
School (followed in Bengal
and Assam). These schools
relied on Yajnavalkya Smriti
which differed from one anoth-
er in several inheritance-relat-
ed ways. But they were com-
parable because they both had
to do with inheritance law.
Dayabhaga School was found-
ed on religious efficacy, while
Mitakshara  School was based
on close blood ties. As per
Mitakshara, the only head of
family members, the fathers,
and three direct male descen-
dants, were allowed to be
coparceners. 

The doctrine of survivor-
ship governs the dissolution of
property. The share of a
coparcener who passes away is
split among the remaining
coparceners. As per
Dayabhaga, male and female
participants could be coparce-
naries. Only after the father’s
passing could one get a
coparceny. One coparcener is
transferred to his legitimate
heirs, such as his son, daugh-

ter, wife, etc. 
PC Majumdar states that

the Dayabhaga law and
Mitakshara law, including sub-
schools of Banaras and Mithila,
Madras and Bombay recog-
nised the ability of a more sig-
nificant number of female heirs
to inherit. 

These five female relations
were daughter, mother, widow,
paternal grandmother, and
paternal great-grandmother.

Over the centuries,
women’s legal rights were never
static and kept changing. The
Hindu Succession Act was
established on the fundamen-
tals of Mitakshara and
Dayabhaga approaches. 

This shows the authentic-
ity of ancient Hindu laws. The
Hindu Succession Act 1956,
Section 14, acknowledged and
incorporated the concept of
“Stridhan” and through Section
15 of the same Act, it estab-
lishes a unified guideline for
the various heirs.

Several women’s property
laws have been passed and the
recent one is the Hindu
Succession Act (Amendment)
2005. As per these property
laws, Hindu women now have
a considerably better standing.

(The writer is an internship
at Institute for Educational and
Developmental Studies, Noida.
This article is an outcome of
BGSamvahini-2 Internship
Program (2022-2023) spon-
sored by IKS Division, Union
Ministry of Education. This
falls under intellectual proper-
ty of IKS Division.)

The war in Ukraine is dev-
astating and tragic. It has

been ten months now. It
demonstrates the strained rela-
tionship between Ukraine and
Russia not only in the present,
but also in the past. Russia’s
claim over neighbouring
Ukraine is a historic question.
Nevertheless, the recent claims
spearheaded by Moscow’s
armed intervention on
February 26 last year clearly
exposed the rifts between the
two nations and Putin’s agen-
da. We all need to grapple with
the reality that Ukraine was an
integral part of the former
USSR till its breakdown in the
year 1991. 

Experts opine that the spy
guy Putin has been looking for
an opportunity to go to war
with Ukraine to rebuild the for-
mer Russian Empire. In an age
of globalisation propelled by
the digital revolution, we all
talk, celebrate, and claim our
rights and liberties in a way that
we never used to be. When big
tech and other business con-
glomerates are encroaching
upon the very sovereign rights
of the contemporary nation-
state, the latter is trying to
guard the same jealousy. At this
juncture, ever ambitious auto-
crats like Putin are hoping
and struggling to chase sover-
eign rights of a neighbour.
Alas! The whole world is
watching it helplessly by sim-
ply offering arms and ammu-
nition to the embattled regime
of Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

When we flip the pages of
recent political conflicts in
Europe, we observe that
Russia’s frontal war with
Ukraine began in the year
2014. In that very year, in
February-March, the Russian
Federation under the leader-
ship of Putin occupied Crimea,
a southern peninsular area
from Ukraine. For Putin, he all
has the right to protect the
rights of its compatriots in
Crimea. Since then it has been
more than eight years now
Russia is at loggerheads with
Ukraine, although there has
not been any direct confronta-
tion with that country unlike
the one that started last year.

How is Putin managing
global support for his aggres-
sive war against Ukraine?
Clearly, Putin is receiving both
direct and indirect support
from two big powers for this

massive war — India and
China — albeit in different
ways. Indeed, both these
nations are not exerting suffi-
cient pressure on Putin to stop
the war. Delhi is either abstain-
ing or refusing to vote on the
sanction imposed on Russia at
the UN. 

However, unlike fence-sit-
ting China, India has been
maintaining a clear stance that
“it is not the right time for war”
as the whole world is just com-
ing out of a deadly Covid-19
pandemic. Delhi is sending
clear signals in public and
directly to Putin that it’s ready

to mediate to end the conflict
and urging Putin to end the
war. So, India is on the side of
peace; but this is not enough
for a regional power like India. 

On the other hand, China
under Xi Jinping is happy to see
Russia engaged in a war that is
firmly challenging the western
hegemony in Europe. In that
case, Beijing and Moscow are
on the same page; but the
world should not forget the fact
that both these nations are also
competitors at various global
forums. Neither Putin nor Xi
would accept a subordinate
role in the global stage.

Therefore, Xi’s friendship or
ties with Putin is just a mar-
riage of convenience at this
moment. Frankly, Putin is
fighting a war with NATO or
with the top western powers
which Xi is preparing to do for
quite some time. Again, both
the countries are interdepen-
dent in the sense that they are
a part of a global coalition to
craft a new global order to fight
and replace the liberal global
order that has been dominat-
ing the world since the end of
the Second World War under
the leadership of the US.

Today, Ukraine’s 43 million

people are facing a dark future
as the country is devastated
under the Russian attacks.
Neither they are hoping for an
immediate end of the war, nor
are they receiving any relief
from their economic hardship.
Banks are closed, transport
systems are suspended in most
parts of the country and mar-
kets are completely empty.  The
normal life is shattered. Every
single day, war clouds are hov-
ering over Kiev and Kharkiv, a
strategically located city just 25
miles from the Russian border.
Further, this war town is a mid-
point between the already

occupied regions of Luhansk
and Donetsk in the east and the
capital of Kyiv to the west.

Zelenskyy is made a hero
out of this war. His resistance
is spectacular. He garnered
support both from the US and
Europe to save his country with
financial and military aids. He
has been fervently struggling to
safeguard the sanctity of his
nation. So far, he has been able
to make his point in all the
global forms, including the
UN. And therefore, Russia and
Putin are equally worried that
the West is mounting both
sanctions and pressure on

Moscow.
Putin is finding no way

out. The Czar is equally help-
less and reckless. But neither
Putin nor Zelenskyy is ready to
surrender. However, Moscow
has recently claimed that he is
ready to negotiate with Kiev.
But it is surprising that despite
sending signals for negotiation,
Putin has mounted devastating
attacks on Kiev and other
strategic locations in Ukraine.
The end result is the suffering
of the common people, partic-
ularly women, children, elders
and the sick. Above all, Putin
must put this war to an end at
least on humanitarian ground.

Russia and Ukraine are
two countries that have been
intertwined for almost 1000
years. Their separation and
subsequent developments in
Europe and around the world
have entirely changed the
geopolitical situation in the
region. And clearly, Putin was
threatened by the NATO encir-
clement in and around Russia.
His concerns were not
addressed by the West and
forced him to go to war. It is a
fact. But that can’t be a justifi-
cation for Russia to attack an
independent nation.

Slavik kinship, extensive
intermarriage and long cultur-
al bonding have made Russia
and Ukraine not only common
European brethren, but also
their historical longing for
future reunions in border areas.
But can it be done by an
aggressive war as launched by
Putin. No way. Though they are
historically and culturally con-
nected, a forceful political
reunion could cost both the
Russians and the Ukrainians
dear. Hope this New Year 2023
will bring sense to Putin to put
an end to this bloody war. At
the same time, the West under
the leadership of the US must
understand the growing pain of
a new Russia that wants to set
the course of global political
leadership under Putin. This
war is an indication of that. The
US and Europe must be getting
ready for Putin-like ambitious
and aggressive statesmen in the
days to come who would chal-
lenge the already ailing and
aging western liberal order.

(The writer is the Head of
the Department of Arts and
Humanities at Geeta University,
Panipat)
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Iwish the valued readers a very happy
and a fulfilling life ahead beginning
the New Year.
Life cycle on planet earth and ever-

changing energy dynamics of the cos-
mos are always in immediate and inti-
mate connect, as already deliberated in
the previous issue. Yet, a self-acclaimed
rationalist dared on You tube channel:
“How would gravitational pull of plan-
ets so distant from earth impact us,
other than causing sea tides?” He seems
ignorant that human body contains 65
percent moisture content, and with the
same water-salt mix as in the ocean. If
such a massive water body such as an
ocean could get affected, it is difficult to
digest that it won’t influence human
sensibility. The effect may not be out-
wardly noticeable in everybody, and the
impact may vary from person-to-per-
son, as would every individual mind be
inherently framed – the weaklings may
get badly affected, but for strong-mind-
ed people it will just pass off.  None of
them would be doing it consciously, but
inner frame of mind would get affected.
Here astrology serves as a diagnostic
tool to throws light on how each indi-
vidual mind may respond.  

Let me add here that planets are not
just physical objects moving in the cos-
mos, exercising just its gravitational
effect. They are all live, each marked
with radioactivity of its own kind, ever
changing. Also, each planet does also
symbolise energy streams emerging
from distant stellar bodies, passing
through a region with that planet in the
centre. It is again pertinent to note that
all planets moving round the Sun,
including Earth have come out of the
Sun itself. And we are made of earth
matter. So, the earth and all existences
there upon including human beings,
will have empathetic connect with the
planetary bodies. It is again a scientifi-
cally established fact that if there is no
Sun, there would be no life on earth.
Just because you are unaware, truth
doesn’t become inconsequential.  

Any major disturbance at the Sun
strongly influences the whole life cycle
on earth. Every 11 years, the Sun is sub-
ject to solar flare – intense radio activi-
ty. A Russian scientist Chekvosky,
through a study of data spanning 700
years, established that following solar
flare, epidemic, increase in aggression,

war, and terrorism have been evidence.
Also, transmission channels become
vulnerable to outage.

Professor Douglas, Director of Tree
Research Centre, America, has estab-
lished that following solar flare, rings

formed in tree’s girth made every year,
by which its age is deciphered, guided
by their security concern become wider.
It continues so for the next five years,
after which it becomes thinner. Japanese
scientist Dr Tomato, through his long-

drawn research on human blood, found
that unlike females whose blood
becomes thinner during periods and
pregnancy, even men's blood becomes
thinner after solar flare. Such is the
impact of cosmic emissions on human
physiology.

Every 90 years, the Sun becomes
subject to a major solar flare. Egypt
happens to have a study report on flow
pattern of Nile River for the last 4000
years. Studying that data, Egyptian
scholar Tasman discovered that follow-
ing major Solar Flare at the Sun, water
flow rate and the level in Nile river
increases. The trend continues for next
45 years, and then starts progressively
decreasing for the remaining 45 years.
Also, there is rise in the incidence of
earthquakes.

You can’t taunt astrology as a disci-
pline just because some charlatans,
banking on their half-baked knowledge
would have made weird predictions to
occupy media space, such as during
pandemic and on various other occa-
sions. It is something like trying to
question the relevance of Medical
Science, just because of some quacks in
evidence, fleecing people without hav-

ing true understanding of the subject. In
the opening issue of 2020, I had predict-
ed massive death, which was based on
study of eclipse chart of December 26,
2019. But I was also wondering about
cause underlying pandemic as I could
not digest the ground offered by numer-
ous astrologers. Following my study, I
was reminded with Chekvosky’s finding.
Going by the data available, it comes out
that we are faced with pandemic every
100 years. It happened so during 1918-
1920, 1820, 1720, 1620, and 1520. The
pandemic coincides with the beginning
of 10th solar flare cycle happening every
11 years. Incidentally in December 2019
itself 10th solar flare happened since the
last pandemic. My study is already pub-
lished in one of my pieces written in
2020. It followed collection of data
available on Google, and the rest I
found well documented in Osho’s book:
“Mai Kahta Ankhan Dekhi”.

The issue continues ……  

 ��	�������	���	���	������
����%	������	������
����	
���	��#������
	�������

��G	��������	�����	���3	���

 �
)	;;9D999D;;J9J8:2�2:I;J298:2�2�
-3��
)	..�����.������#��3����K�3��
G��3

��8&:����
���*�����7�������,����

�����	5���$�	��	�	�����	����	������%	�#������
	���
��%	���	?������%	����0��3	!��������	�"	 ����	���	����������G	�������	�����
�)	3����K����������G��3%	���G����������G��3%	�)	;J2:�J:::9

����������������
������������ ��
�������

�:�����;���

�����%� �#��&��� �����!!������������#�������%������%
+��������� ���������)�@���%��������� ������������ �����
��!�������)�@�������������������1��%��������!��%��!�����
�����������!�)���&��� ������+������%�����1�!������O��������
��&��������� �����8)��������#��!�  ������!����/����
����� �������%������#��������������������!�#��������
����&����� �������$�������������� �)���� �� �����������������
1���1������"����+�1����� �����+�����������������%��")
��������%���������������&����������"������+� ������ ���)
@���������� ��!�%���� ��&��� ������ ����  �1����)�&�����/
����%�������%������ ����  �����+��  ��1 �������������!�)
������8�������%����+��+������1�%����!�� �������� )�	�
 #��������%��� /�����%��������� ���������&��1��������##�����
�������������������&���������� �����&������1��)

�4&A(�'4?5�0 '/�:'/�6(
�4&A(�&2�240 �� ���������/�,�1����/����%�
�4&A(�6$( ����� ���/�I�����/��������

���"�
	
�����	������

���	
�
�


