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The Supreme Court’s five-
judge Constitution bench

on Monday in a majority 4-1
judgment upheld the Central
Government’s decision of
demonetisation of �1,000 and
�500 notes in 2016.

Observing that the scope of
judicial review in matters of
economic policy is “narrower”,
the majority verdict said there
has to be great restraint in mat-
ters of economic policy and the
court will not interfere with any
opinion formed by the
Government if it is based on
the relevant facts and circum-
stances or on expert advice.

On the issue of directing
the RBI to accept the demon-
etised currency notes still in
possession of individuals, the
court said the RBI has no
independent power to accept
the demonetised notes beyond
the specified period. The court
directed the registry to place
the matter before the CJI for
placing the matter before the
appropriate Bench.

The dissenting judge
Justice BV Nagarathna said
that the decision was vitiated
and unlawful and the RBI did
not apply its mind. The lone
dissenting judge also said that
such decisions should have
come through legislation and
not through notifications.   

The majority decision pro-
nounced by Justice BR Gavai,
supported by the Bench head-
ed by Justice S Abdul Nazeer
and Justice AS Bopanna and
Justice V Ramasubramanian
said the decision-making
process in demonetisation was
not flawed merely because the
procedure emanated from the
Government.

The SC also noted that
there was consultation of six
months between Government
and RBI and observed that
enough time of 52 days was
given to exchange the cancelled
notes, as compared to the eight
days given during the demon-
etisation of 1978. 

“There was consultation
between the Centre and the
RBI for a period of six months.
We hold that there was a rea-
sonable nexus to bring such a
measure, and we hold that
demonetisation was not hit by
doctrine of proportionality,”
the judgment said, adding, “It
has been held that there has to
be great deal of restraint before
interfering in matters of eco-
nomic significance... We cannot
supplant such views with the
judicial one.” 

The majority judgment
authoured by Justice Gavai
also said that the RBI has no
independent power to bring in
demonetisation. “Thus, power
available to the Centre cannot
be mean that it is in relation to
only specific series of bank
notes. It is for all series of bank
notes...There is no excessive
delegation as under Section
26(2) of the RBI Act and thus
cannot be struck down.
Notification is valid and satis-
fies the test of proportionality.
Period for exchange of notes
cannot be said to be unrea-
sonable,” it said. 

The majority judgment
said that demonetisation noti-
fication was valid and held that
Central Government in con-
sultation with RBI can bring in
demonetisation under Section
26(2) of the RBI Act.

“The notification does not
suffer from any flaws in the
decision-making process. The
notification satisfies the test of
proportionality and as such
cannot be struck down. The
period provided by the
impugned notification cannot
be said to be unreasonable. The
RBI does not possess indepen-
dent power to accept the
demonetised notes beyond the
specified period. We direct the
registry to place the matter
before the CJI for placing
before the appropriate Bench,”
said the majority judgment on
a batch of 58 petitions chal-
lenging the demonetisation
exercise announced by the
Centre on November 8, 2016. 

Insofar as the suggestion to
frame a scheme and provide a
window for a limited period so
as to enable citizens having
genuine reasons to exchange
the notes is concerned, the
court said it will be appropri-
ate for it to do so in the absence
of any expertise in economic,
monetary and fiscal matters.

“In our view, it will be
encroaching upon the areas
reserved for the experts. If the
Central Government finds that
there exists any such class of
persons and there are any rea-
sons for extending the benefit
under Section 4 of the 2017
Act, it is within its discretion to
do so. In our view, it cannot be
done by a judicial mandate,”
said the majority judgment,
rejecting all petitions. 
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The New Year has begun on
a bloody note for Jammu &

Kashmir. After terrorists
gunned down four civilians on
Sunday, a powerful IED blast
planted by them  killed two
children on Monday in the
thickly-forested Dhangri vil-
lage, located barely 8 kms from
Rajouri district headquarters.

Four-year-old Vihan was
declared dead by doctors at the

Government Medical College
Hospital, Rajouri. The second
child, identified as Samiksha,
succumbed to her injuries after
she was operated upon.

The IED, according to
police, was planted by the ter-
rorists in the same village late
Sunday night where they had
killed four civilians  on day one
of the New Year by pumping
bullets from a close range.

One of the youngest civil-
ians, identified as Deepak
Kumar, was supposed to join
the government service as he
had been selected for the same. 

The terrorists are believed
to have  selected a Hindu-dom-
inated village to target the
civilians in a bid to stoke up
communal tension in the

region.
Local villagers claimed the

terrorists  reportedly verified
the identity of the four civilians
before killing them on Sunday.

The majority of residents in
the village were cooking dinner
at the time of the terror attack
on Sunday. Half cooked veg-
etables, open dishes, and plates
lay scattered on the floor of the
kitchens when security per-
sonnel arrived there to track
down the footprints of the ter-
rorists.

One of the local residents,
identified as Bala, managed to
save several lives as he retali-
ated against the fire, forcing the
terrorists to flee the area under
the cover of darkness.  

Continued on Page 2
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The Bombay High Court on
Monday rejected the plea of

accused Lt Colonel Prasad
Purohit, seeking his discharge
from the 2008 Malegaon blasts
case, after observing that he
was not discharging his official
duty when he was attending
meetings of Abhinav Bharat
where conspiracy for the blasts
were hatched.

In a development that
came exactly a month after two
other accused withdrew their
applications seeking discharge
from the 2008 Malegaon blasts
case, a HC bench of Justices AS
Gadkari and PD Naik rejected
Lt Col Purohit’s discharge plea,
challenging the lower court’s
order rejecting his discharge
application on the ground that
the Centre had not taken prop-
er sanction to prosecute a serv-
ing Army officer. 

“We have observed that he
was not on duty. And that he
was not assigned to attend
meetings where conspiracy to
cause bomb blast,” the HC
bench noted, while rejecting Lt
Col Purohit’s plea seeking dis-
charge from the case.

Lt Col Purohit had sought
to make a case on the  twin
grounds that he had been
attending Abhinav Bharat’s
meetings after informing his
superiors about the same, while
the fact is he was not on duty
then, and that since he was a
serving officer, the prosecution
agency had not sought proper
sanction from the competent
authorities.

In 2018, Sadhvi Pragya,
Kulkarni and Purohit had
moved the HC seeking dis-
charge in the case after it was
rejected by the special NIA
court in 2017. 

Continued on Page 2
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The majority verdict of the
Supreme Court on Monday

while upholding the
Government’s decision of
demonetisation said the court
must defer to legislative judg-
ment in matters related to
social and economic policies
and must not interfere unless
the exercise of Executive power
appears to be palpably arbi-
trary.

“The court does not have
necessary competence and
expertise to adjudicate upon
such economic issues. It is also
not possible for the court to
assess or evaluate what would
be the impact of a particular
action and it is best left to the
wisdom of the experts.

“In such matters, it will not
be possible for the court to
assess or evaluate what would
be the impact of the impugned
action of demonetisation. The
court does not possess the
expertise to do so,” it said.

Mere errors of judgment by
the Government seen in retro-
spect are not subject to judicial
review, it added.

On the issue of hardship
suffered by citizens during
demonetisation, the apex court
said if the impugned notifica-
tion had a nexus with the
objectives to be achieved, then,
merely because some citizens
suffered hardship, it would not
be a ground to hold the
impugned notification to be
bad in law.

“The decision-making

process is also sought to be
attacked on the ground that the
decision was taken in a hasty
manner. We find that the
‘hasty’ argument would be
destructive of the very purpose
of demonetisation.

“Such measures undisput-
edly are required to be taken
with utmost confidentiality
and speed. If the news of such
a measure is leaked out, it is dif-
ficult to imagine how disas-
trous the consequences would
be... It can thus be seen that
confidentiality and secrecy in
such sort of measures is of
paramount importance,” the
Bench said.

Contending that it is not
the function of the court to sit
in judgment over matters of
economic policy, the top court
said such issues must neces-
sarily be left to the Government
of the day to decide and the
courts can certainly not be
expected to decide them with-
out even the aid of experts.

“In the present case also,
the delegation is to the Central
Government, i.e. the highest
Executive body of the country.
We have a Parliamentary sys-
tem in which the Government
is responsible to the Parliament.

“In case the Executive does
not act reasonably while exer-
cising its power of delegated
legislation, it is responsible to
Parliament who are elected
representatives of the citizens
for whom there exists a demo-
cratic method of bringing to
book the elected representa-
tives who act unreasonably in
such matters,” the Bench said.
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In her dissenting verdict,
Justice BV Nagarathna said

the decision to implement
demonetisation in November
2016 was vitiated and unlawful
and the RBI could not have
applied its mind on the pro-
posal sent by the Central
Government in 24 hours.

In her 122-page dissenting
judgment against the majority
judgment of four judges, she
said such serious decisions
concerning the citizens should
have come through legislation
and not through notifications.   

“Looking at the records
submitted by the RBI, it is
noted that it says ‘as recom-
mended by the Central
Government’. This shows there
was no independent applica-
tion of mind by the RBI. Such
a proposal with serious eco-
nomic ramifications must be
placed before the Central
Board of the Bank so that
there is an application of mind
by the experts,” she said.

Nagarathna also compared
the demonetisation process in
many countries like the US, the
UK, Venezuela, and Nigeria
and said that such decisions
must have come through leg-
islature and not through noti-
fications. 

Observing that there was
no independent application of
mind by the RBI, she said the
entire exercise was carried out
in 24 hours. 

Continued on Page 2
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Athird of the global econo-
my will be in recession this

year, the IMF chief has said,
and warned that 2023 will be
“tougher” than last year as the
US, EU and China will see their
economies slow down.

Kristalina Georgieva, the
chief of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) made
these grim assertions on
Sunday during a CBS news
programme “Face the Nation.”

It comes at a time when the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine
shows no signs of abating after
more than 10 months, with spi-
ralling inflation, higher inter-
est rates and the surge in coro-
navirus infections in China
fuelled by the Omicron variant.

“We expect one-third of
the world economy to be in
recession,” Georgieva said on
the news programme.

The year 2023 will be
tougher than last year because
the economies of the US, the
EU and China will slow down,
she said. “Even in countries that
are not in recession, it would
feel like a recession for hun-
dreds of millions of people,” she
explained.

In October, the IMF
trimmed its growth forecast for
2023. “Global growth is forecast
to slow from 6 per cent in 2021
to 3.2 per cent in 2022 and 2.7
per cent in 2023. This is the
weakest growth profile since
2001 except for the global
financial crisis and the acute
phase of the Covid-19,” it said.
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As Delhiites seethe with rage
over the horrific death of a

20-year-old woman allegedly
dragged by a car for around 12
km for an hour in the National
Capital, the Delhi Police is
awaiting the autopsy report
to further probe any possibili-
ty of premeditated murder and
sexual assault. The accused
have confessed to be drunk and
having borrowed the car two
hours before the incident hap-
pened, according to the FIR. 

The Ministry of Home
Affairs has ordered a detailed
enquiry into the incident and
has entrusted Special
Commissioner Shalini Singh
with the probe.  

Earlier, the autopsy was
conducted at Maulana Azad

Medical College under the
supervision of a medical board
set up on Monday to ascertain
the cause of death even as a city
court sent the five accused to
a three-day police remand.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Special Commissioner

of Police Sagar Preet Hooda
said fresh charges could be
added against the five arrested
accused on the basis of the
post-mortem report.

The AAP has demanded
the resignation of Lieutenant
Governor VS Saxena over the

law and order situation. 
Sources in the Forensic

Science Laboratory (FSL) on
Monday claimed that they did-
n’t find any blood stain inside
the car or on its seats. “FSL
team found traces of blood only
on the tyre of the car,” sources

added.
The Delhi LG instructed

Police Commissioner Sanjay
Arora to probe every angle and
invoke the strictest possible sec-
tions of the IPC against the
accused.

Continued on Page 2
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With no let-up in Covid
cases in countries like

China, South Korea, Singapore,
Hong Kong, Thailand and
Japan, the Indian Government
has now made a negative RT-
PCR test mandatory for trav-
ellers even transiting through
these nations, irrespective of
their originating countries. 

Earlier, RT-PCR was made
mandatory for travellers from
these six countries. As per the
advisory issued by the
Government on December 29,
2022, the RT-PCR test should
be conducted 72 hours prior to
undertaking the journey from
January 1, 2023.  

The precautionary mea-
sures come amid increasing
Covid cases across the world. 

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi in 2022 saw the low-
est recorded daily average

PM10 and PM2.5 concentra-
tion in five years, barring 2020
with lowest anthropogenic
activities due to the pandemic-
related restrictions, the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) said on
Monday.  PM10 and PM2.5
concentrations in 2022, with all
activities in full throttle in the
Delhi-NCR region, were even
lower than those recorded in
2021, it said in a statement.

The city logged average
PM10 and PM2.5 concentra-
tions of 211 microgram per
cubic metre and 98 micro-
gram per cubic metre. The val-
ues were the lowest after 2020

which saw average PM 10 and
PM2.5 concentrations of 181
microgram per cubic metre
and 95 microgram per cubic
metre, respectively.

Delhi's PM2.5 levels
remained in the severe catego-
ry for 204 hours in 2022 com-
pared to 628 hours in 2021. The
average air quality index (AQI)
was recorded below the 200-
mark for 1,096 hours in 2022
as against 827 hours in 2021,
the Centre's air quality panel
said.

In 2022, Delhi also saw the
lowest average AQI for the
months of January (279),
February (225) and December
(319) and the second lowest for
the months of July (87),
October (210) and November
(320).

The national capital also
did not record any "severe
plus" air quality day (AQI
above 450) last year, unlike the
previous three years.  Delhi
records an increase in pollution
levels in the post-monsoon
and winter months (October to

February) due to a cocktail of
emissions from stubble burn-
ing, firecrackers bursting and
local sources of pollution and

unfavourable meteorological
conditions -- low temperatures
and slow winds.
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The Commission for Air Quality Management on Monday said
curbs under Stage III of the Graded Response Action Plan

in Delhi-NCR, including a ban on non-essential construction
and demolition work, will remain in force as pollution levels are
showing an upward trend. Delhi's 24-hour average Air Quality
Index (AQI) stood at 357 on Monday, worsening from 259 on
Sunday.
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The Delhi Government
launched a "Mathematics

Winter Camp" for the city
schools on Monday to bridge
the learning gaps induced by
the COVID-19 pandemic
among students. The camp
will be run till January 14.

The initiative is expected
to supplement the classroom
content, improve the learning
level of the Class-9 students,
act as a brief exam-focused
revision and enable students to
address foundational concepts.

The camp will be an
opportunity to work on the
challenges faced throughout
the academic year and the

Class-9 students of the schools
run by the city government will
be provided with additional
learning support to strengthen
the foundational concepts,
Delhi government Advisor
Reena Gupta said. She said the
camp was launched as a small-
scale pilot project.

"Our students have
immense capability and pro-
grammes such as the
'Mathematics Winter camp'
will create a conducive envi-
ronment to overcome the fear
or phobia of mathematics, gen-
erate enthusiasm among stu-
dents to work hard for their
annual examination and be an
opportunity to work on learn-
ing gaps faced throughout the
academic year," Gupta said.
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A1997-batch IAS officer of
the Himachal Pradesh

cadre  Subhasish Panda on
Monday took charge as the vice
chairman of the Delhi
Development Authority.

Panda was holding the
charge of principal secretary to
the chief minister in the hill
state before joining the DDA,
an official statement said.  In a
career spanning over two
decades, Panda has worked in
various sectors like health,
food and public distribution,
petroleum and natural gas,
urban development, tourism,
planning, public works and
information technology, the
DDA said.

"He played a pivotal role as
deputy director (administra-
tion) in the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)-
Delhi during the COVID-19
pandemic to ensure all essen-
tial facilities are provided to the
patients in a time-bound man-
ner," the statement said.

His model of a communi-
ty-led total sanitation pro-
gramme was adopted across

Himachal, which ultimately
led to the state becoming "the
first ODF (open defecation-
free) state in the country," the
DDA said in its statement.

Panda's experience will be
beneficial at a time when
important projects are being
undertaken by the DDA, such
as preparation of the Delhi
Master Plan-2041, rejuvenation
of river Yamuna plains, in situ
slum rehabilitation scheme and
PM-UDAY scheme, it said.

Panda holds an MPhil
degree in environmental sci-
ence from Jawaharlal Nehru
University. He also has a mas-
ter's degree in governance and
development from the UK's
Institute of Development
Studies, the statement said.
He succeeds IAS officer Manish
Kumar Gupta as the DDA's
vice chairman.
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Manjula Subramaniyam,
G u j a r a t

cadre IAS offi-
cer of 1972
batch, passed
away due to
health compli-
cations at a hospital in
Vadodara on January 1. She
had the distinction of serving
as Gujarat’s first woman Chief
Secretary under then Chief
Minister Narendra Modi.

Condoling her death, PK
Mishra, Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister, said the sad
demise of his batchmate and
close friend was an irreparable
personal loss. “Dr Manjula was
one of the brightest, most ded-
icated and highly conscien-
tious officers,” he said.
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From Page 1
However, owing to the

Covid-19 pandemic, the peti-
tions of Sadvi Pragya and
Kulkarni had not come up for
hearing until now.   However,
in Purohit’s, his lawyers had
already argued his discharge
plea and the order was reserved
in the case.

On December 1, 2022,
Sadhvi Pragya and Kulkarni
withdrew their discharge pleas
the HC wondered as to how
their applications could be
considered since the trial had
already begun and more than
200 witnesses had been exam-
ined.

Purohit’s lawyers had also
told the court that since the
sanctioning authority would be
cross-examined by them in
the trial court, it would not

press for it to be heard now by
the high court.

Sadhvi Pragya, Kulkarni
and Kulkarni are three  of the
seven accused who are being
tried by Special Court under
the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) and
various other sections of the
IPC for their alleged involve-
ment in the 2008 Malegaon
blasts.

It may be recalled that an
improvised explosive kept
under the seat of a LML
Freedom motor-bicycle had
exploded between Bhikku
Chowk and Anjuman Chowk,
near Noorani Masjid, at
Malegaon in north
Maharashtra, on the night of
September 29, 2008, leaving six
persons dead and injuring 101
others.

From Page 1
With new measures in

place and fresh guidelines
issued for travellers from for-
eign countries, India is keeping
itself prepared to tackle any sit-
uation in future.

Last year, India had report-
ed four cases of the BF.7 Covid
variant which has swept vari-
ous parts of the country.
According to the Ministry, all
the four patients have recov-
ered fully.

The step has been in order
to minimise the risk of impor-
tation of variants of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus from high-risk
countries. In view of the evolv-
ing trajectory of Covid-19 cases
in some countries like China,
Singapore and many others, the
Ministry decided to revise and
update the existing guidelines
for international arrivals.

From Page 1
Commenting on the pro-

cedure adopted by the Centre
in the entire exercise, the
apex court said all the relevant
factors were placed for con-
sideration before the Union
Cabinet when it took the
decision to demonetise.

“We are of the considered
view that the contention that
the decision-making process
suffers from non-considera-
tion of relevant factors and
eschewing of the irrelevant
factors, is without substance,”
the bench said while rejecting
the submission of the peti-
tioners.

It also junked the con-
tention that there was lack of
quorum in the meeting of the
RBI’s Central Board dated
November 8, 2016.    

From Page 1
“In my view, the power of

the Central Government being
vast has to be exercised through
a plenary legislation rather than
by an executive act by issuance
of notification. It is necessary
that Parliament, which consists
of the representatives of the
people of the country, discuss-
es the matter and thereafter,
approves the matter,” Justice
Nagarathna said. 

“Petitioners say that 86 per
cent of currency in circulation
in the country was demone-
tised. It makes me wonder if
RBI thought about such impli-

cations which included socio-
economic hardships as well,”
said the dissenting Judge,
adding that action of demon-
etisation by a November 8
gazette notification was unlaw-
ful.

“But status quo ante cannot
be restored now since it was
done in 2016,” she said. 

“Demonetisation at the
behest of the Centre is a far
more serious issue affecting
citizens than when it is done by
the banks. Therefore, in my
view, powers of the Centre
being vast, the same has to be
by plenary legislation. 

“Without Parliament, a
democracy cannot
thrive...Parliament cannot be
left aloof on such important
decisions,” she said. 

In her minority judgment,
Justice Nagarathna criticised
the RBI for not applying its
mind and for just adhering to
the Central Government’s rec-
ommendation and studying
the consequences of the deci-
sions having wide ramifica-
tions. 

“RBI is the bulwark of the
Indian economy. I have cited
the history of such demoneti-
sation exercises the world over.

The court is not to sit over the
merit of economic or financial
decisions. Examining Section
26(2) would not mean to sit
over the merits of demoneti-
sation and thus it is well with-
in the Lakshman rekha as
drawn by this court,” she said,
adding that RBI did not give
their independent and frank
opinion. 

“The opinion of the Central
Board of the Bank ought to be
an independent and frank opin-
ion after a meaningful discus-
sion by the Central Board of the
Bank which ought to be given
its due weightage having regard

to the ramifications it may
have on the Indian economy
and the citizens of India
although it may not be binding
on the Central Government.
On receipt of a negative opin-
ion from the Central Board of
the Bank, the Central
Government which has initiat-
ed the demonetisation process
may still intend to go ahead
with the said process after
weighing the pros and cons
only by means of an Ordinance
and/or Parliamentary legisla-
tion but not by issuance of a
gazette notification. 

“In other words, the

Central Government in such
circumstances cannot resort to
exercise of power under sub-
Section (2) of Section 26 of the
Act by issuing a notification in
the Gazette of India as if it were
exercising executive powers.
Even if the Central Board of the
Bank concurs with the propos-
al of the Central Government,
the Central Government would
have to undertake a legislative
process and not carry out the
measure by simply issuing a
gazette notification,” said the
dissenting judgment, blaming
RBI for not taking independent
and frank opinion.

From Page 1
On the Monday’s blast,

Director General of Police
Dilbagh Singh claimed the
armed terrorists reportedly
planted the powerful IED’s in the
area to inflict maximum injuries
to the locals.  

According to Additional
Director General of Police,
Mukesh Singh, four civilians
were killed and six others
received bullet injuries after two
heavily armed terrorists barged
inside the houses of local vil-
lagers in Dhangri late on Sunday. 

After the terror attack,
angry residents vent their ire
against the local police and dis-
trict administration claiming
the village defence committees
were directed to deposit their
weapons in the nearby police
stations. Bharat Bhushan Vaid,
Vice Chairman of the Municipal

Council, Rajouri, told reporters
that  the members of the village
defence committees should be
equipped with the automatic
weapons to deal with the threat
posed by the terrorists. 

Bhushan said  for a long
time Rajouri has witnessed  inci-
dents of terrorist violence but
instead of taking adequate mea-
sures the local police and civil
authorities have been ignoring
the security  concerns  raised by
the residents.

On Monday morning, the
local residents staged protest
demonstrations by placing the
dead bodies in the middle of the
road. The DGP along with
ADGP Mukesh Singhg,
Divisional Commissioner
Ramesh Kumar, BJP J&K chief
Ravinder Raina and others vis-
ited the spot to pacify the angry
residents, but in vain. 

From Page 1
Scores of protesters gath-

ered outside the Sultanpuri
Police Station on Monday and
blocked traffic demanding
punishment for those respon-
sible for the woman’s death. A
video purportedly showing the
woman’s body without clothes
and broken legs has also sur-
faced on social media.

The accused have been
booked on charges of culpable
homicide not amounting to
murder, causing death by neg-
ligence and criminal conspir-
acy, according to police.

“The accused will be taken
to the scene of the crime to
verify their version of events.
The timeline of events will be
established on the basis of
CCTV footage and digital evi-
dence,” Hooda told reporters.
“The forensic examination of
the vehicle is also being done.”
he added.  

The victim’s family is being
updated about the investiga-
tion and has been assured that
the police will gather all evi-
dence to ensure that the
accused get the strictest pun-
ishment, the officer said. 

“The FSL team also visit-
ed the crime scene where the
body of the girl was found and
collected samples from the
spot. When the FSL team
inspected the car, there was no
blood inside or on the car’s
seats. They only found the

blood on the tyre,” said the
source.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal termed it the “rarest
of rare crime” and demanded
the strictest punishment for
those behind the incident,
while L-G VK Saxena said his
head hung in shame over the
“inhuman” crime. Later, in the
day, Kejriwal said he spoke to
Saxena about the incident.

“Spoke to Hon’ble LG on
Kanjhawala incident.
Requested him to take exem-
plary action against culprits,
strictest sections of IPC shud
be slapped against them. No
leniency should be shown even
if they have high political con-
nections. He assured that he
will take strong action,” he
tweeted.

The incident led to a polit-
ical slugfest between the AAP
and the BJP. The AAP  attacked
the BJP alleging that one of the
accused in the Sultanpuri car
accident case — Manoj Mittal
— is linked to it and also
attacked the Delhi Lieutenant
Governor for being “negli-
gent” in the matter.

AAP MLA Saurabh
Bhardwaj shared a video with
media claiming that a hoard-
ing outside the Sultanpuri
Police Station, where the
accused is currently lodged,
bears the picture of Mittal. On
the other hand, several other
AAP leaders and workers gath-

ered outside Saxena’s residence
at Civil Lines and demanded
his resignation.

The Delhi BJP’s media cell
head Harish Khurana, in his
turn, said the police have
already arrested the accused
and the guilty should be given
the strictest punishment
regardless of the party they
belong to.

Protesting at the protest in
outer Delhi’s Sultanpuri, an
agitator said, “At the time of the
incident, people were wearing
five layers of clothes to beat the
cold. Then what’s the likeli-
hood of her being found
naked?”

According to police, the
victim’s leg got entangled in
one of the wheels of the car and
she was dragged for several
kilometres.

“A case under IPC sections
279 (rash driving) and 304-A
(causing death by negligence)
has been registered against
Deepak Khanna (26), Amit
Khanna (25), Krishan (27),
Mithun (26) and Manoj
Mittal,” he said.

The FIR  said that a PCR
call was received at about 3:24
am on January 1 at PS
Kanjhawala ( Rohini District).
The caller claimed “Ek Baleno
gaadi grey colour jo Qutubgarh
ki side jaa rahi hai or usmei ek
dead body bandhi hue hai jo
niche latki hue hai (A grey
Baleno car is travelling towards

Qutubgarh and there is dead
body hanging off the lower
part of the car)”.

The caller also told the
police about the registration
number of the vehicle. The
police alerted staff deployed at
pickets and efforts were start-
ed to trace the vehicle.

Deepak Dahiya, who
claims to be an eyewitness to
the incident, said that when he
spotted the car and the woman
under it, he immediately called
the police and chased it for sev-
eral kilometres. “The body
was visibly stuck under the car
which made three rounds on
the Kanjhawala Road taking
U-turns after every few kilo-
metres. Police just kept calling
me and asking where I saw the
body. I made a PCR call at 3.18
am, however, the first PCR call
about the incident was made
from Begumpur an hour
before,” Deepak said

Another person, who
works as a delivery boy for a
food delivery aggregator, said
the car took a U-turn after the
driver saw police barricades
on Kanjahwala Road. “I was
completing an order when at
Maharaja Agrasen Chowk a
car running at high speed
almost knocked me down.
When the car took a U-turn
upon noticing the barricades
I saw the head of a girl at the
rear end of the vehicle,” he
said.

�!!�����!"�������"��#��$�� �%��"#�888

�	���������������������������� ����888

(��	
���	���
�	���������������
��222 ����888 ������'''-����!�����#����	�.������222



�
���
�������	�����	 		!"�#�$%  	&$�"$�% '�	()('


������%������ ��������	

Tipplers consumed as many
as 20,30,664 bottles of alco-

holic beverage worth Rs 45.21
crore on a single day on New
Year's eve on Saturday.

Official sources said liquor
worth Rs 559.68 crore was
sold in the national capital in
December 2022 alone. Giving
the details of the liquor sold
from December 24 to 31 on day
to day basis, they said that on

December 24, the booze lovers
consumed 1,469,357 bottles

worth Rs 28.79 crore. “On
December 25, Delhiites bought

14,66,459 bottles worth Rs
27.06 crore and 13,25,540 bot-
tles worth Rs 23.78 crore on
December 26,,” they stated.

“On December 27,
10,93,132 bottles worth Rs
19.29 were sold and the people
of Delhi consumed a total of
13,45,298 bottles costing Rs
24.33 crore on December 28.
On December 29, a total of
12,69,050 bottles were sold in
the city valued at Rs 19.13
crore,” the sources said. The

booze lovers consumed a total
of 14,66,353 liquor bottles on
December 30, while on
December 31, Delhi sold
20,30,664 bottles worth Rs
45.21 crore, they said. 

While Delhi also saw the
highest liquor average sale per
day at 1,377,949 bottles in
December 2022 if compared to
the figures for the past four
years.“In December 2019, the
liquor average sale per day
stood at 12,55,820 bottles,

which rose to 12,95,368 bottles
in 2020. On the other hand,
Delhi sold 12,52,712 bottles per
day in December 2021, and
liquor average sale per day
stood at 1,377,949 bottles dur-
ing the month,” they claimed. 

However, the revenue
earned after the sale of liquor
was the highest in the month of
September 2022 at Rs 789.34
crore and the lowest revenue
was in October 2022 at Rs
534.46 crore. 
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday con-

demned the killing of a 20-
year-old woman who was hit by
a car and dragged for nearly 10-
12 kilometers in the Capital's
Sultanpuri area. 

The Chief Minister also
spoke to Delhi Lt-Governor
VK Saxena about the incident
and demanded justice for the
woman. "Spoke to Hon'ble LG
on Kanjhawala incident.
Requested him to take exem-
plary action against culprits,
strictest Sections of IPC (Indian
Penal Code) should be slapped
against them. No leniency
should be showed even if they
have high political connec-
tions. He assured that he will
take strong action," Kejriwal
tweeted.

Earlier, Kejriwal called the
incident of a woman's body
being dragged for 10-12 kilo-
metres by a car after hit her
scooter a "rarest of rare" crime
and demanded that the accused
be given the strictest punish-
ment.   

"It is a rarest of rare crime.
I don't know where society is
heading. I have learnt that the
postmortem is underway, " he
told reporters at a ceremony to
flag off 50 electric buses.
Earlier in the day, taking to
Twitter, Kejriwal had demand-
ed justice for the 20-year-old
woman.

Calling it an "extremely
shameful" incident, he said, "I
appeal that the accused, despite
whatever influence they might
hold, be given strictest pun-
ishment."  

"What happened to our
sister in Kanjhawala is very
shameful. I hope that the cul-
prits will be punished severe-
ly," Kejriwal, who is also the
national convenor of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Describing it as an
"extremely shameful" incident,
he said, "This comes under the
category of rarest of rare
crimes. Such people should be
given capital punishment. 

This can happen to any-
one's sister, daughter or daugh-
ter-in-law. The accused in this
case may be associated with
highly-placed politicians, but
all of us together should make
an effort to ensure that they get
the harshest punishment." Five
men have been arrested in

connection with the woman's
death. The victim's two-wheel-
er was hit by a car in which
they were travelling on Sunday,
police said.

The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) has issued a
notice to the city police in con-
nection with the incident. Delhi
Commission for Women chief,
Swati Maliwal, also took cog-
nisance of the matter and
issued notice to the Delhi
Police. 

“It is being told that some
boys in an inebriated state hit
her scooty with a car and
dragged her for several kilo-
metres. This matter is very dan-
gerous, I am issuing appearance
summons to Delhi Police. The
whole truth should come out,”
she tweeted.

A new high-quality CCTV
footage of the Kanjhawala inci-
dent has confirmed a witness’
account, who claimed the car
which hit the 20-year-old
woman’s scooter, dragged her
body under it for nearly one
and a half hours on Sunday.

The new footage shows
the Maruti Baleno car making
a U-turn on a road in
Kanjhawala in West Delhi,
where the eyewitness, Deepak
Dahiya, runs a confectionary
shop. Dahiya had said he saw

the car take a U-turn after hit-
ting the scooty. The footage,
recorded at 3.34 am, shows the
car returning to the spot where
the body was found. 

The body can be clearly
seen under the car.The witness
said the car driver dragged the
body of the girl, which got
entangled in the undercar-
riage, for 18 to 20 kms, and
drove that way for about one-
and-a-half hour.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena on Monday

directed the Police
Commissioner Sanjay Arora
to "strictly ensure" if there were
any "lapses "on part of the
police in the gruesome
Kanjhawala incident in which
a woman was killed after her
scooter was hit by a car and
she was dragged for 10-12
kilometres in outer part of the
city. He instructed the city
police chief to ensure that the
accused were treated as per the
law irrespective of their socio-
economic position or political
affiliation, LG office sources
said.

Earlier, L-G has con-
demned an incident saying his
head hung in shame over the
"inhuman" crime. He also
tweeted that all aspects of the
case were being looked into.

According to the sources
in Raj Niwas, the L-G took the
stock of the developments in
the unfortunate Kanjhawala
incident in a meeting with the
Police Commissioner at 11.00
in the morning. During the
meeting, Saxena reiterated his
direction to the Arora that

every angle and aspect of the
case is looked into and the
strictest possible sections/pro-
visions of IPC be invoked
against the accused, who are
already in custody.

“The LG, who is keeping
a tab on the situation on a
‘Real Time Basis’, has also
asked the authorities to keep
him abreast of the autopsy
report and its corroboration
with the findings of the Police
investigation regarding the
incident,” they said.

Apart from this, the LG
has instructed the Police
Commissioner to strictly
ensure that the accused are
treated as per law, irrespective
of their socio-economic stand-
ing or political affiliations,
they said.

Taking the matter into
cognizance, the L-G also asked
Arora to ascertain whether
there was any lapse on part of
the Police and also directed
that responsibility be fixed
for any lapse or laxity, sources
underlined.

The L-G has asked the
officers in the morning to
ascertain if anyone in the vic-
tim’s family could be provid-
ed with a Government
Employment as job on com-

passionate ground, they stat-
ed.“The LG also requested to
the political parties to not
politicize this tragic incident
and refrain from insensitive
and opportunistic scaveng-
ing,” sources added.

Earlier in the morning, Lt
Governor said he was shocked
at the "monstrous insensitivi-
ty of the perpetrators." "My
head hangs in shame over the
inhuman crime in Kanjhawla-
Sultanpuri today morning,
and I am shocked at the mon-
strous insensitivity of the per-
petrators. 

Have been monitoring
with the Commissioner of
Police, Delhi and the accused
have been apprehended. All
aspects are being thoroughly
looked into," Saxena tweeted.

The Lt Governor also
mentioned in his tweet that
every possible support for the
family of the woman will be
ensured. The LG further cau-
tioned against opportunistic
scavenging and urged people
to work towards a more sen-
sitive society. "Even as every
possible support/help and
beyond to the family of the
victim will be ensured, I appeal
to all to not resort to oppor-
tunistic scavenging,” he said.
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Apolitical slugfest erupted
on Monday over the death

of a woman, whose body was
dragged for nearly 12 kilome-
tres under a car after it hit her
scooter in outer Delhi, with the
AAP and the Congress attack-
ing the BJP over the political
affiliation of one of the five
arrested accused.

AAP leader staged a
protest outside the residence of
Lieutenant General VK Saxena
and demanded his resignation
over the incident of a woman's
body being dragged for four

kilometers by a car after it hit
her scooter. Delhi BJP leaders
said the accused should be
given the strictest punishment
if found guilty and claimed that
its rivals were indulging in pol-
itics over a sensitive issue. 

Retaliating to the charges,
the BJP's IT cell in-charge
Amit Malviya slammed AAP
convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, say-
ing he should not be so "help-
less" to leave women's safety to
hope and escape responsibili-
ty. Around 200 party workers
and senior AAP leaders includ-
ing MLAs Atishi, Saurabh
Bhardwaj, and Durgesh

Pathak, gathered outside at L-
G office at Civil Lines and
raised slogans against the weak
law and order in the national
capital and seeking answers
over the incident and demand-
ing the Saxena’s resignation. 

Security around the L-G's
residence has been beefed up
with barricades being put up
and water canons deployed in
the area in case the situation
gets out of control. 

The AAP also alleged that
Mittal is linked to the BJP and
also staged a protest at Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena's residence for being
"negligent" in the matter. AAP

MLA Saurabh Bhardwaj
shared a video with media
claiming that a hoarding out-
side the Sultanpuri Police
Station, where the accused is
currently lodged, bears the
picture of Mittal.

“Currently locked in
Sultanpuri Police Station,
Predator Manoj Mittal is the
local BJP President and
Mandal Co-Convenor. 

Saxena has turned Delhi
Police into a ‘toothless ele-
phant’ as he has weakened the
police system to such an extent
that policemen could not even
stop the car dragging the girl
for an hour,” Bhardwaj said.
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New Delhi: The 20-year-old
woman who was dragged
under a car for kilometres was
the sole bread-earner of her
family and supported an ailing
mother and six siblings.

After her father died last
year, she supported her family
and paid for her mother's dial-
ysis by working part-time at an
event management company,
which also meant that she had
to work late nights.

One of her sisters is mar-
ried. She was the only support
to her two other sisters and two
brothers who lived with her.
Like every day, on Sunday too,

she left her home for work in
the evening telling her moth-
er she would be back by 2-3
am. But what happened in the
meantime scarred her family
forever. The young woman's
work involved attending wed-
dings and other events and she
had been out for one such event
on Sunday.

"She used to work at an
event management company
and told me she was going to
an event and would return
late. I was waiting for her," her
mother said. The last conver-
sation she had with her daugh-
ter was at 9 PM”, she recalled.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday

flagged off 50 electric buses at
Raj Ghat Depot, saying 80 per
cent of Delhi's bus fleet will run
on electric by 2025. 

He asserted that acquisition
of e-buses will go a long way in
reducing pollution in the
national capital. Sharing a
roadmap for procurement of
electric buses, he said the gov-
ernment will be buying 1,500
such buses in 2023 and by
2025, 6,380 electric buses will
be procured. Speaking on the
occasion, Delhi CM said that
after the addition of these 50
new e-buses, the fleet is now
has a total of 300 e-buses. 

Currently, around 7, 379 e-
buses is plying on the roads of
the national capital, which is
the highest ever number in the
state. “We are taking over 100
DMRC electric buses and will
ply them on metro’s feeder
routes ourselves from now on.

First phase of induction com-
pleted with these 300 electric
buses, now under phase two,

1500 more e-buses will be
inducted by December 2023,”
he said. “Delhi will have a total

of 10,480 buses by 2025, of
which 8,280 will be electric
buses, which is 80 percent of

the total bus fleet. 56 bus
depots are being electrified,
three have been done, 17
depots will be electrified by
June 2023 and 36 depots by
December 2023,” Kejirwal said.
On this occasion, Delhi’s
Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot said this is a great start
to the year 2023. 

With the induction of 50
new Low floor Electric buses
today, Delhi has now complet-
ed the 1st phase of on board-
ing a total of 300 zero pollution
Electric buses. Informing about
the features of the new e-
buses, a senior transport
department official said that
these buses are accessible- Fully
differently abled- AC Low
Floor Buses, affordable- Free
ticket for women, passes, sus-
tainable- CNG/Electric- Zero
smoke, zero noise- fully BS VI
Compliant, Smart- All buses
GPS Enabled- Digital ticketing,
Contactless ticketing, and Safe-
features like CCTV, Panic
Buttons and Hooters.
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NEW DELHI: Delhi Police on
Monday issued a traffic adviso-
ry following the Rahul Gandhi's
Bharat Jodo Yatra which will
start from the central part of the
national capital and enter Uttar
Pradesh crossing the Loni bor-
der.

According to the advisory,
the Congress Yatra will resume
around 10 am on Tuesday from
Marghat Wale Baba, Hanuman
Mandir, near Red Fort and
reach Loni Border around 12
pm.

The Yatra will travel via the
Iron Bridge-Shastri Park Metro
Station, Old GT Road, Furniture
Market, Ansari Road, Maujpur,
Babarpur, Wazirabad Road, and
Gokulpuri Police Station to
reach the Loni roundabout. A
large number of pedestrians

and vehicles are expected to join
the Yatra at various points along
the route, police said. 

Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Marg, Netaji Subhash Marg,
Ring Road/MGM Marg, the
road from Hanuman Mandir to
Old Iron Bridge, Geeta
Colony/Pushta Road, Ansari
Road, GT Road, Jafrabad main
road, Wazirabad Road, and Loni
Road will be affected due to the
Yatra, it said.

Traffic is expected to remain
heavy from Chhata Rail Chowk,
Red Fort, SPM Marg, Old Iron
Bridge, Pushta Road, Ansari
Road, on GT Road from
Yudhishthir Setu to Seelampur
T-Point, from Shahdra Flyover
to Loni Gol Chakkar on
Wazirabad Road and Loni Road,
it stated. SR
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Both carriageways of the
Ashram flyover on Delhi’s

Ring Road have been closed for
the last leg of construction to
link it with an extension
around 50m away triggered
snarls with bumper-to-bumper
traffic.

According to a senior
police official, some com-
muters took to Twitter to share
photos of jams, while many
travelling on the route, during
the peak hours, claimed they
spent around half an hour to
cross the section. There is
heavy traffic in the area, the
officials said and added that
several people called police to
report jams.

A Public Works
Department (PWD) official
said the re-opened carriageway
was closed at 12:30am. “Now

none of the carriageways are
going to reopen for traffic
because the digging work has
started at the point where the
two carriageways of the flyover
end [near DTL colony]. The
digging work is required to
construct a new road to con-
nect the Ashram flyover and
the new DND flyover.”

The official said the work

of connecting the two flyovers
is likely to be completed in 45
days. The flyover is likely to
remain shut for 45 days, the
official added. The traffic police
had earlier advised people to
park only at designated places
and plan their journeys, espe-
cially if they were going to hos-
pitals, bus terminals, railway
stations and airports, owing to
the flyover's closure.

Traffic coming from the
Outer Ring Road, both sides of
the carriageways passing
through the Ashram Chowk,
DND flyover, Mathura road
and Noida bore the brunt.
"From January 1, both the car-
riageways of the Ashram fly-
over will be closed due to the
construction of a connecting
road between the Ashram fly-
over and new DND flyover,"
the traffic police had said in a
statement.

NEW DELHI: A group of
around 25 people including
those selling tea and paan
beneath the Ashram flyover,
shut since Sunday for the last
leg of construction work to link
it with DND Flyway, was
deployed to manage vehicular

traffic as men and machines
got to work. Vehicles were
stuck at traffic signals near the
Ashram flyover for inter-
minable minutes as dust from
construction work blotted out
the sun. The team that helped
the traffic police manage the

vehicular flow had a hard time
during office hours. "Wait time
at traffic signals ranged from
three to five minutes at noon.
The queues were longer in the
morning as office goers strug-
gled to cross the around 1.2-
kilometre stretch," said Jitendar

Nagar, who stood upright
wearing a neon jacket near the
Ashram metro station. "I have
been shouting at the top of my
lungs but some people won't
listen. A few would even block
the left turn elongating the
queue of vehicles," said the 25-

year-old from Greater Noida as
he signalled a motorcyclist to
stop behind the zebra crossing.
Around 100 metres away,
towards the DND Flyway, 33-
year-old Arun Kumar Roy,
with a handkerchief covering
his face, directed pedestrians

towards a subway. Roy owned
a tea stall beneath the flyover.
With the construction work
displacing him and other ven-
dors, they have been absorbed
into the team managing vehic-
ular flow at traffic signals and
U-turns. SR
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will virtually inaugu-

rate on Tuesday the five-day
108th Indian Science Congress
being held at Nagpur with a
focus on sustainable develop-
ment with inclusive involve-
ment of all sections of society
including women.

The focal theme of this
year’s Science Congress has
been very thoughtfully final-
ized as “Science & Technology
for Sustainable Development
with Women Empowerment”
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Science and Technology &

Earth Sciences, Dr. Jitendra
Singh told the media here. He
said, the Conference will delib-
erate on holistic growth,
reviewed economies and sus-
tainable goals, while at the
same time address the possible
obstacles to the growth of
women in science & technolo-
gy. A unique hallmark of the

event would be “Children
Science Congress” being orga-
nized to provide opportunity to
children to  use their scientif-
ic temperament and knowledge
and to realize their creativity
through scientific experiment
while the mega expo “Pride of
India” will display the strengths
and achievements of
Government, Corporate, PSUs,
Academic and R&D Institutes,
Innovators & Entrepreneurs
from all across the country. 

Prominent developments,
major achievements and the
significant contributions large-
ly of Indian Science and
Technology to the society will
be showcased in the exhibition.

Dr Singh also pointed out

ta “Tribal Science Congress”
has been planned to showcase
the empowerment of tribal
women and also provide a
platform for display of indige-
nous accent knowledge system
and practice.

The Plenary Sessions, the
Minister informed, will feature
Nobel Laureates, leading Indian
and foreign researchers, experts
and technocrats from a wide
variety of fields, including
space, defense, IT and medical
research while the technical
sessions will showcase path-
breaking and applied research
in various sectors such as agri-
culture and forestry sciences,
animal, veterinary and fishery
sciences among many others.
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Maintaining that the
Supreme Court verdict

steered clear of whether the
objectives of the demonetisa-
tion exercise were achieved at
all, the Congress and the Left
parties on Monday revived
their attack on the Centre over
its imposition and sought an
apology from  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi “for single
handedly destroying the Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprises
and the informal sector”.

While the Congress said
the Supreme Court verdict is
"deeply disappointing" as the
top court has failed to hold the
BJP-led Union government
accountable for its "monu-
mental recklessness”, the Left
parties noted that the dissent-
ing opinion of one of the judges
of the Supreme Court has
maintained that the RBI must
recommend to the govern-
ment to initiate demonetization
and demanded a white paper
on the exercise.

Former finance minister P
Chidambaram said the major-
ity verdict by the Supreme
Court has steered clear of the
question whether the objectives
of the demonetisation exercise
were achieved at all. 

The Congress, which has
been raising the issue of
demonetization during its
ongoing Bharat jodo Yatra stat-
ed the dissenting verdict is a
"slap on the wrist" of the gov-
ernment as it has pointed out
the "illegality and irregularities"
in the decision.

"Once the Hon'ble

Supreme Court has declared
the law, we are obliged to
accept it. However, it is neces-
sary to point out that the
majority has not upheld the
wisdom of the decision; nor has
the majority concluded that the
stated objectives were achieved. 

In fact, the majority has
steered clear of the question
whether the objectives were
achieved at all. We are happy
that the minority judgement
has pointed out the illegality
and the irregularities in the
demonetisation. It may be only
a slap on the wrist of the gov-
ernment, but a welcome slap on
the wrist," Chidambaram said
in a tweet message after the ver-
dict. "It may be only a slap on
the wrist of the government,
but a welcome slap on the

wrist," he said in a series of
tweets. The dissenting judge-
ment will rank among the
famous dissents recorded in the
history of the Supreme Court,
Chidambaram remarked.

The Congress which has
been regularly attacking the
Modi government on the econ-
omy policy particularly the
fall of economy due to demon-
etization argued it was "mis-
leading and wrong" to say the
Supreme Court has upheld
demonetisation, rather the
majority court verdict deals
with the limited issue of the
process of decision-making
not with its outcomes,

"The Supreme Court ver-
dict is on the process of
demonetisation and not on its
outcomes. If anybody has to
apologise, it has to be the
Prime Minister, because the
'Tughlaki' decision taken by
him on November 8, 2016
destroyed lakhs of MSMEs,
the informal sector, and liveli-
hood of lakhs of people, and we
continue to face the negative
impact it had on our economy,"
said Congress chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh at the AICC
press briefing on the subject.
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Ahead of Budget 2023-24,
economists have called for

a substantial hike in tax on all
tobacco items and stronger
laws as it will not only bring the
best out of the human capital
by ensuring better health of the
citizens but also help achieve
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of a five trillion
dollar economy by 2025.

Noting that healthcare bur-
den due to tobacco in India is
around 1.04% of the GDP,
pushing many into poverty,

Prof Arvind Mohan, Professor
and Head, Department of
Economics, University of
Lucknow said that increasing
tax on these lethal items would

close the gap. Prof Mohan
explained, “presently, health is
a big challenge for human
development as at least 70 per
cent of the health expenditure

is being met by the public
themselves while just 25-30%
by the Government and glob-
al institutions.  

“But if we manage to cut
down this expenditure by
imposing tax on tobacco prod-
ucts, we will be not only able to
capitalize our human resources
but GDP as well which will
boost in multiple percentages.
This will help achieve our
dream of a USD 5 trillion
economy too,” he said. 

Prof Mohan said, “In near-
ly most of the diseases, tobac-
co compromises the health
system significantly and some

of the studies also suggest that
if tobacco could be banned in
India then this will contribute
over 1 per cent annually to the
GDP.” 

At a webinar organized by
Tobacco Free India, a citizens
group, Dr Pritam Datta, a fel-
low at National Institute of
Public Finance and Policy
(NIPFP), Delhi and Rijo M
John Economist and public
health policy analyst under-
lined that while major argu-
ment for introducing GST in
2017 was that it would con-
tribute 2% cent of the GDP
growth but, in actual this has

not happened. Almost nil tax
increase on the sin products
like tobacco is one of the major
reasons, they opined.

The economists strongly
suggested that increasing infla-
tion, which has put the coun-
try's budget under pressure
and urgent need of fresh cash
can be met by levying taxes on
demerit products like tobacco.

From a health point of
view, their push for increased
tobacco taxation was based on
the fact that it will bring down
health expenditure across the
country, said Dr Datta while
John too opined that taxation

on tobacco can be a very effec-
tive tool to generate revenue.

John said that India is
among 182 countries which
signed the WHO framework
convention on tobacco control
which recommends at least
75% tax on retail price of all
tobacco products. 

However, in India, tax on
cigarettes is 52.7%, bidis 22%
and chewing tobacco 63.8%, he
added. According to a World
Bank report, increasing excise
tax rates on tobacco will reduce
its affordability and “as evi-
dence shows, lower its con-
sumption”.
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With the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, which is only
16 months away, in mind, senior BJP

leader and Home Minister Amit Shah will  visit
11 states this month as part of his party's "Lok
Sabha Prawas" programme, aimed at consoli-
dating the voter base of the party across all the
constituencies, particularly the weaker ones.

Shah is scheduled to be in Tripura on
January 5 and Manipur and Nagaland on
January 6. He will be travelling to Chhattisgarh
and Jharkhand on January 7 and Andhra
Pradesh on January 8. Thereafter, according to
sources,  the Home Minster  will be in Uttar
Pradesh on January 16, in West Bengal on
January 17 and at Hubli in Karnataka on January
28.

He will be in the northern states of
Haryana and Punjab on January 29,  they said.
The party had earlier identified 160 seats, most
of which it had lost in 2019, where it believes it
can be in a winning position by strengthening
its organisation and social base. The BJP has
been regularly holding strategy sessions of
senior leaders from the states  to strengthening
the ‘booth management’ across the country.

After the assembly poll results  in Gujarat
and  Himachal Pradesh on December 8 with BJP
winning a record  156 seats in Gujarat , BJP pres-
ident J P Nadda  had asked  party’s state lead-
ers to learn from  the strategy crafted by  Gujarat

BJP chief C R Patil and “ implement his
model” to maximize results in the coming
assembly polls as also in the Lok Sabha elections.

Recently,  Shah and Nadda held a crucial
meeting at the party office with the Union
Ministers who are cluster in-charge, in view of
the upcoming 2024 general elections and  dis-
cussed their  ground zero report. The Union
ministers have been bestowed the responsibil-
ity to stay in 160 seats  where BJP is weak but
are ‘winnable’ .

Each of the Union Ministers have been given
the responsibility of two constituencies while
some were given three constituencies the last
time, in which they were asked to stay in a seat
for three days each, and reach out to the locals.

On May 25, Shah and  Nadda had launched
the ̀ Lok Sabha Pravas` campaign with an objec-
tive to strengthen the party at the booth level
in Lok Sabha seats across the country. 
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar lauded his pre-

decessor late Sushma Swaraj for
being at the forefront in bol-
stering relations with the Indian
diaspora. He made these com-
ments late Sunday while
addressing members of the
Indian diaspora in the Austrian
capital.

Asked what foreign policies
have changed since Swaraj took
over as India's External Affairs
Minister, Jaishankar said: "I'm

very glad that you mentioned
my predecessor the late Sushma
Swaraj ji. The fact that our rela-
tionship with the Indian com-
munities abroad are strong and
will remain stronger, she led
from the front. "I would say in

those five years when she was
the minister she was the face
and the voice of that message,"
Jaishankar said. "And of course
we created a system for that to
happen but I still feel that she
was so symbolic of that change
that I'm personally very grate-
ful that you have recalled her at
a time like this," he added.

Swaraj passed away on
August 6, 2019 at age of 67, fol-
lowing a cardiac arrest. An
accomplished lawyer, politi-
cian and diplomat, Swaraj
served as External Affairs
Minister in first Narendra Modi
government from 2014 to 2019.
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday

said that China is adopting the
same principle with India as
Russia is with Ukraine as it is
threatening to alter India's
boundaries. He also claimed
that the India-China border
conflict has a link with a weak
economy, a confused nation
without any vision, hatred,
anger and the Chinese sitting
in Indian territory.

"Essentially, what the
Russians have done in Ukraine
is that they have said we do not
want Ukraine to have a strong
relationship with the West and
they have basically told the
Ukrainians that if you will
have a strong relationship with
the West, we will alter your
geography. 

That is the exact same
principle that can be applied to
India. What the Chinese are
saying to us is that be careful
with what you are doing,
because we will alter your

geography.  We will enter
Ladakh, we will enter
Arunachal (Pradesh), and what
I can see is them building a
platform for that type of an
approach," Rahul said in con-
versation with actor-turned-
politician Kamal Haasan in a
YouTube talk show,

This is the second edition
of the Congress’s YouTube
China specific video with the
first episode being an interac-
tion with the army veterans.
Haasan had joined the Bharat
Jodo yatra when it entered in
the national Capital on
December 24.

"'Hey Ram', Khadi, Films
and how only India, not the
West, can take on China! My

conversation with Kamal
Haasan on what shapes Indian
politics and culture," Rahul
said on Twitter while sharing
the video. He said security has
become a holistic thing in the
21st century as one has to
have a global view of it, adding,
"I think our government has
completely miscalculated it."

He also said the definition
of conflict has changed as ear-
lier, one fought on the border
while now, one has to fight
everywhere. 

“The point is not going to
war, the point is going to a posi-
tion where you cannot be
attacked. And there is a link
between a weak economy, a
confused nation without vision,
hatred and anger and the
Chinese sitting in our territo-
ry,” said Rahul, who has been
regularly attacking the gov-
ernment over its dealing with
China.  

"Because they know we
are dealing with internal mat-
ters, internal confusion and
internal lack of harmony and so
they can go in and do whatev-

er they want. 
This is one end of the

problem. So as an Indian per-
son, I do not want to be some-
body who is war mongering,
but I would like our country to
be aware that there are real
problems at the border and
those problems are connected
to what is going on inside our
country. 

When Indians fight
Indians, when the economy
does not work, when there is
joblessness, our external oppo-
nent can take advantage of
this situation," Rahul said.

He said one of the things
that the leaders of various
political parties are constantly
asking the government is to
talk about it, if not to the
media, then at least to the
Opposition, as they under-
stand these things. "We might
be able to help you, advise you,
bounce ideas. But they just do
not listen. It is like the approach
that we understand every-
thing," he said. Rahul also said
that the West cannot compete
with China.
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Affirming that demonetisa-
tion was an “effective

counter to terror funding",
and the use of black money and
fake currency in the country
even as it also "facilitated" the
high growth of digital econo-
my, the BJP on Monday wel-
comed the Supreme Court ver-
dict on the demonetisation
process as "historic". 

The ruling party ques-
tioned the Congress for select-
ing the “minority ruling” and
not commenting  on the
"majority judgment" that  ruled
demonetization  as fair and
valid decision of the govern-
ment. The party also won-
dered whether Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi would apologise
for launching a caustic cam-
paign against the demonetisa-
tion  and  venomously target-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here after the apex court
verdict, former law minister
and senior  BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad  found it curi-
ous that the Congress was
reading the minority ruling
and not the majority judg-
ment and condemned former
Finance Minister P
Chidambaram for calling it a
“slap on the wrist of govern-

ment”.  Chidambaram’s
“uncharitable comment  is
condemnable”, he said.  Prasad
said  even the dissenting judge
has also said the policy was
“well-intentioned”.  The
Supreme Court in a 4:1 major-
ity verdict upheld the govern-
ment's 2016 decision to
demonetise Rs 1,000 and Rs
500 denomination notes, say-
ing the decision-making
process was not flawed.

Prasad  asserted that the
demonetisation done in 2016
proved to be the "biggest blow"
to terrorism by curbing terror
funding. It boosted income
tax and cleansed the economy,
he claimed. "It is a historic deci-
sion and is in the national inter-
est. The Supreme Court has
held a decision taken in the
national interest valid.  Will
Rahul Gandhi now say sorry
for his campaign against
demonetisation? He spoke
against it even abroad," he said
at a press conference.

India has become a global
leader in digital payment which
was boosted after demonetisa-
tion, he told reporters, noting
that the country notched up
over 730 crore digital transac-
tions worth over Rs 12 lakh
crore in October this year
alone.   Prasad said it is a "very
important" decision and added
the whole exercise was under-

taken for valid causes, includ-
ing removing fake currency
and curbing terror funding
and money laundering. The
BJP leader said the court has
noted that the government has
a right to take a policy decision
and rejected the argument that
appropriate consultation with
the Reserve Bank of India was
not done. 

In sum and substance, the
apex court looked at the entire
decision-making exercise and
found the process fair and rea-
sonable, he said, hitting out at
the opposition party for raising
a "big storm" against the
demonetisation. Rahul under-
stands an issue only after a
Supreme Court verdict, Prasad
said, in a swipe at the former
Congress president.

The former Union minis-
ter said Rahul "abused" Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
his campaign during the 2019
Lok Sabha polls against the
alleged corruption in the Rafale
deal and stopped after the apex
court adjudicated on the mat-
ter and rejected the demand for
a probe. Prasad said the
demonetisation resulted in
reducing the share of the infor-
mal economy from 52 per cent
to 20 per cent, he said, alleging
that the Congress promoted
and protected informal ele-
ments of the economy. 

�������	���	��������

���	��
������������������
��
	����9:#

!���������	+��
��
)	���	��	�������	���
����	���,���	��	��
����� ��������	�

The father with money in
the bank but none to pay

vendors for his daughter's
wedding, the retailer scroung-
ing for funds to keep business
going, the house help who
didn't get a salary for two
months.

On Monday, these and
many other similar tales of
hardship became alive again,
when the Supreme Court
upheld the Government's
November 8, 2016 decision to
demonetise Rs 1000 and Rs
500 denomination notes.

The decision, touted by
the government to be a 'sur-
gical attack' on black money,
missed its mark by a great
margin and became the bane
of the daily-wage labourers
and poor Indians, a section
which relies almost exclusive-
ly on cash.

To 38-year-old house help
Parvesh, even the mere men-
tion of the word 'notebandi'
sends a shiver down her spine.
The single mother of a 20-
year-old son said she was
forced to work without a
salary for almost two months
and went empty stomach for
days at a stretch. "It was the

worst time of my life. Worse
than even Covid-19, because
during the Covid there was at
least some help from the gov-
ernment and society at large.
But during demonetisation,
we are left alone to suffer," said
Parvesh.

"I mean how can I expect
my employer to help me when
he himself was struggling with
money?" she said, having lit-
tle to no idea about Monday's
Supreme Court verdict.

The SC in its verdict said
the decision-making process
behind the 2016 demonetisa-
tion was "not flawed."  In a
five-judge bench, four judges
voted in favour of upholding
the note-ban decision-making
whereas one judge dissented.

The pain was not limited
to the poor, and the middle
class too struggled to under-
stand the withdrawal rules
that cascaded with everyday
regularity in the wake of
demonetisation. 

Nor was it any more
inured to the agony of stand-
ing in the unending queues
before the ATMs, which too
often ran out of cash, and too
early. Many small-scale busi-
nesses are still reeling from
demonetisation.
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India has expressed “very
deep concern” over the

ongoing Ukraine conflict and
urged Russia and Ukraine to
resolve their differences by
diplomacy and dialogue,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on Monday in
Vienna.

Underlining this message,
he said, “My Prime Minister
has been in contact with lead-
ers of both nations, pressing
our point of view in that
regard. We're also anxious
about effects of conflict on
accessibility and affordability

of fuel, food and fertilizers.
This is a growing concern for
global south.”  The minister
enunciated these views after
holding bilateral meeting with
his Austrian counterpart
Alexander Schallenberg.

This was the first foreign
minister-level visit from India
to Austria in the last 27 years
and takes place against the
backdrop of 75 years of diplo-
matic relations in 2023.
Schallenberg visited India in
March 2022, and the two
ministers have met thrice this
year on the margins of inter-
national gatherings (Munich,
Bratislava and New York).

Giving details of his talks,
Jaishankar said India and

Austria also reviewed the
security situation in the world
in the backdrop of terrorism.

In an apparent reference to
Pakistan, Jaishankar said, “We
spoke on the threats to inter-
national peace and security
that are posed by terrorism,
including its cross-border prac-
tices, violent extremism, radi-
calization and fundamentalism.
Their effects cannot be con-
tained within a region.

“...especially so when they
are deeply connected to nar-
cotics and illegal weapons
trade, and other forms of
international crime. Since the
epicentre is located so close to
India, naturally our experi-
ences and insights are useful

to others.”
On economic relations,

the minister noted at present
India and Austria have a trade
turnover of approximately
$2.5 bi l l ion.  Over 150
Austrian companies are pre-
sent in India. “We'd like those
numbers to grow substan-
tially. I'm glad to note that
India's presence in Austrian
economy has grown substan-
tially,” he said.

The two countries have
currently trade turnover of
approximately USD 2.5 bil-
l ion.  More than 150
Australian companies are pre-
sent in India. "We would like
those numbers also to grow,"
the minister said.

Flagging issues of nation-
al security during his address
to the Indian diaspora on
late Sunday in Vienna,
Jaishankar said there are pro-
found changes.

"Much of it is centred
around the intense challenges
we face on our northern bor-
der with China. We continue
to have the problem of cross-
border terrorism with
Pakistan,” he said.

This remark came in the
backdrop of Indian and
Chinese troops’ recent clash
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in the Tawang
sector of Arunachal Pradesh
on December 9.  It resulted in
"minor injuries to a few per-

sonnel from both sides",
according to the Indian Army.

Terming India 's  G20
Presidency a “very big deal”
while interacting with the
Indian diaspora, Jaishankar
said the country has taken up
the responsibility to host the
meetings of the powerful
grouping at a time when there
is great economic stress on
the global supply chains and
strong political polarisation in
the world. Jaishankar said
India intends to use its pres-
idency for the benefit of the
international community.

He also said millets are far
healthier than rice and wheat
one eats daily and offer a
completely different value

proposition at a time when
there is a worry about a glob-
al food shortage.

The government
announced on January 1 it has

lined up a series of millet-cen-
tric promotional activities
across the country as the
International Year of Millets
(IYM) kicks in.
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Embarrassed by a series of
scams --- that has seen a

number of her senior
Trinamool Congress colleagues
including ministers and MLAs
going to jail --- ahead of the
crucial rural polls and the
next year’s general elections
Bengal Chief Minister on
Monday embarked upon a
“pest” control exercise warning
her party cadre to mend their
ways or feel the consequence.

“Pests of corruption has to
be destroyed because if the pest
attacks even one plant in the
paddy field then it will destroy
the entire crop … so even if the
pest attacks one plant then it
should be eliminated immedi-
ately … so we will have to
destroy the pests and also
ensure that there is no chance
of their revival,” Banerjee told

a gathering of about 3,500
party functionaries summoned
to take part in a working com-
mittee meeting.

Outlining a guideline for
the party men whereby they
would have to reach out to 2
crore households and 10 crore
people in the coming days
Banerjee said “around 3.5 lakh
party workers will reach out to
10 crore people of the State …
no one must be left out…
because the TMC is a party of
the people, by the people and
for the people.”

The new campaign has
been christened Didir
Suraksha Kabach (Didi’s pro-
tective shield) with an appar-
ent view to indicate to the rural
populace that against every
corruption they have the pro-
tective shield of the Chief
Minister and that she would
take care of their issues.

Once again in a bid to her
own cult from the government
and the party she runs
Banerjee said “we must see to
it that the people’s work is done
… we have to keep eye on
them …it is not the panchay-
at to anything that has to
answer to the people … I have
to answer to them.”

Starting on January 11 the
reach-out campaign would
continue for 60 days, TMC
national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee said direct-
ing every MP and MLA to
spend at least 10 nights each at
the homes of common men.

Recent scams in school
services recruitment and awaas
yojna (housing schemes) that
have hit the people directly the
Mamata Banerjee Government
has been facing massive
protests in the countrysides.

Not only this the party has

faced defeats at the hands of
either BJP or the Left in a num-
ber of village cooperative elec-
tions.

Hence in order to replicate
the massive victory of 2021
Assembly elections Banerjee
and TMC has to arrest the
growing alienation in the
masses.

On ideological issues she
said “ours is an ideological
party which believes in a unit-

ed India … so we will have to
strengthen the belief in unity in
diversity … not like the oppo-
sition today that is playing a
destructive politics… When
we were in the opposition we
were never so destructive.”

The Left immediately hit
back reminding her the van-
dalism that was committed in
the Bengal Assembly under her
leadership and during her
presence.
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The Bharat Jodo Yatra led by
former Congress chief

Rahul Gandhi will resume its
second leg of the journey from
the national Capital on Tuesday
and has been scheduled to
wrap up in Srinagar on January
30. 

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, BSP supremo
Mayawati, both former chief
ministers of Uttar Pradesh,
expressed their inability to join
the padyatra when it crosses the
State this week but both the
leaders wished Rahul and
Congress the best for the yatra.

Congress’ new ally, Nitish
Kumar's JD(U) will, however,
represent itself through its UP
unit while the Bhartiya Kisan
Union said they will not par-
ticipate in the Yatra. 

Just like other political
leaders all of them were invit-

ed by Rahul Gandhi to join the
yatra. The BKU however men-
tioned that their workers are
free to participate in the march
but office bearers above the
rank of district presidents will
not take part in it.

The nationwide yatra will
enter Uttar Pradesh from the
Loni border in Ghaziabad on
January 3 afternoon and will
halt for the night in Mavikala
village in Baghpat. It will pass
through Shamli in UP on
January 4 and enter Haryana
through Sanauli in Panipat on
January 5 evening.

The Yatra will continue
from Delhi on January 3, walk-
ing through Uttar Pradesh
from the same day to January
5, Haryana from January 6 to
10, Punjab from January 11 to
20 and spending one day in
Himachal Pradesh on January
19. The Yatra will enter Jammu
and Kashmir on the evening of
January 20 and will end with a

flag hoisting on Srinagar on
January 30.

Both, Akhilesh and
Mayawati, thanked Rahul for
inviting him to his 'Bharat
Jodo Yatra' and wished it a suc-
cess, even though they will not
be attending it. SP chief
spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary said Akhilesh will
not participate in the yatra, nor
will any other leader from the
party.

In a letter addressed to
Rahul, Akhilesh thanked for
the invitation to the 'Bharat
Jodo Yatra' and wished for
success of the 'Bharat Jodo' ini-
tiative. “India is a feeling which
is beyond geographical expan-
sion, where there is love, non-
violence, emotions, co-opera-
tion and bonhomie -- the pos-
itive elements, which unite
India. Hope that this yatra
achieves its aim of conserving
this inclusive culture," Akhilesh
said.

Mayawati posted her mes-
sage on social media, "Best
wishes for the "Bharat Jodo
Yatra" and thanks to Rahul
Gandhi for writing a letter to
me to take part in the yatra."

AICC general secretary
organisation K C Venugopal
and AICC general secretary,
communications Jairam
Ramesh, said the Bharat Jodo
Yatra has so far covered 3,122
km from Gandhi Mandapam
in Kanyakumari to the Red
Fort in Delhi. Venugopal added
that he has already held a
meeting with Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha and Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on
security arrangements in their
states and they have assured of
their cooperation.

JD(U) spokesman K C
Tyagi said the Uttar Pradesh
unit president Anoop Singh
Patel will participate in the
yatra while Nitish Kumar has

expressed his support to the
idea behind the exercise.

Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party (SBSP) Om Prakash
Rajbhar too declined to be
part of the yatra even though
he claimed that senior
Congress leader Salman
Khurshid had personally
requested him to participate in
the Bharat Jodo yatra besides
the personal invitation by
Rahul Gandhi. Rajbhar though

questioned the purpose of the
yatra and asked what was the
need to integrate India, when
it was never disintegrated in the
first place.

Over the 108 days, the
Yatra has covered 49 districts in
nine states and one Union
Territory -- Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Haryana, and Delhi.
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The Janata Dal (United) will
join the Uttar Pradesh leg

of Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra,
the ruling regional party of
Bihar said on Monday.

The JD (U) Uttar Pradesh
unit president Anoop Singh
Patel will participate in the
yatra once it enters the state on
January 3.

He said party leader and
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar had expressed his sup-
port to the idea behind the
exercise.

However, Kumar will not
join the yatra. The Bihar chief
minister, being projected by his
party as a likely rallying point
for the opposition unity against
the Bharatiya Janata Party, is
starting his own yatra in Bihar
from January 5.
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Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav thanked

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
for inviting him to join the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, which enters
Uttar Pradesh on January 3.

In a letter in Hindi, Yadav
wrote, “Best wishes for the
success of the Bharat Jodo
campaign. India is more than
just a geographical expanse; it
is united by love, non-vio-
lence, compassion, coopera-
tion, and harmony. Hope this
yatra achieves its goal of pre-
serving this inclusive culture of
our country.”

The Congress, earlier in
December, had extended an
invitation to SP president
Akhilesh Yadav, Bahujan Samaj
Party supremo Mayawati and
Rashtriya Lok Dal chief Jayant
Chaudhary to join the yatra.
Akhilesh Yadav had feigned
ignorance of the letter, saying
he had received no letter from
the Congress about joining the
Bharat Jodo Yatra. 

“Our wishes are with the
yatra, but we have not got any
invitation. Our party’s princi-
ples are different. Bharatiya
Janata Party and Congress —
both are the same,” he said.

Akhilesh’s attack on the

Congress is not new. In March
2021 too, he had said, “… the
ways being followed by the
party are the same as the BJP.”

The Uttar Pradesh leg of
the Bharat Jodo Yatra will enter
Ghaziabad’s Loni area on
January 3 and travel to Haryana
via Kairana in Shamli. The next
day, the yatra will reach Mavi
Kalan in Baghpat and pass
through Baghpat city and
Sisana, Sarurpur and Barot in
the same district. On January
5, the yatra will reach Alam in
Shamli district and pass
through Kandhla, Uncha vil-
lage, and Kairana.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav on

December 27 had said that the
Congress and the BJP were the
“same” — thereby putting a lid
on all speculations about his
participation in Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra. Akhilesh’s
statement also signalled that
the SP was not keen on any
alliance with the Congress in
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Akhilesh Yadav is not
inclined towards an alliance
with the Congress ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls due to the
party’s past experience in the
2017 state elections.

After Akhilesh’s attack, the
Congress went on the back foot
and confirmed that the SP

chief would not participate in
the Bharat Jodo Yatra despite
invitation neither would his ally
and Rashtriya Lok Dal leader
Jayant Chaudhary. Congress
zonal president Nakul Dubey
said, “Akhilesh has expressed
his inability to participate in the
Yatra. Jayant Chaudhary has
said he is ill.”

Asked about Akhilesh’s
remark that he had not received
an invitation, Dubey said:
“Whether the invitation has
reached or not becomes a dis-
puted fact then. Invitations are
going to all. Bharat Jodo Yatra
has nothing to do with princi-
ples. Those who want to save

India from slavery should join
us and those who don’t, can
refrain. There is nothing about
principles here, it is only about
uniting Bharat.”

Meanwhile, former chief
minister of UP and Bahujan
Samaj Party national president
Mayawati on Monday extend-
ed best wishes to Rahul Gandhi
for the Bharat Jodo Yatra which
will enter Uttar Pradesh on
Tuesday.

She also thanked Gandhi
for his letter inviting her to join
the yatra.

“Best wishes for the Bharat
Jodo Yatra and thanks to Rahul
Gandhi for his letter inviting

me to join the yatra,” Mayawati
tweeted in Hindi.

However, the tweet was
silent about whether Mayawati
would participate in the Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

The padayatra in UP will
cover around 130 kilometres
touching 11 assembly con-
stituencies in which Congress
performed worst in the 2022
assembly polls.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) is likely to

visit Upper Dangri village in
Rajouri district of Jammu and
Kashmir where a suspected
Improvised Explosive Device
(IED) explosion early on
Monday killed a child and
injured five others.

A senior NIA official from
the Jammu unit of the NIA is
likely to visit the spot soon to
get first hand information on
the incident which could be
handy if it subsequently takes
over the probe into the case,
sources said.

As per the Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP),
the NIA team visits the blast
site to collect all preliminary
evidence with the local probe
agency if the case is later
handed over to the agency for
the further probe, officials

said.
The NIA team along with

the Jammu and Kashmir
police officials will collect
primary details relating to
the incident, including the
likely modus operandi of
killings of civilians in two
back to back terror attacks in
the village. While the first
incident occurred on Sunday
evening, the second took place
on Monday.

On Sunday, suspected ter-
rorists opened fire on three
houses in the area in Rajouri
district killing four civilians
and injuring six. In the
Monday attack, a child was
killed and five others injured
after the explosion of a sus-
pected IED.

"The (improvised explo-
sive device) blast has taken
place near the house of the
first firing incident. Five peo-
ple were injured. One child

succumbed to injuries and
another is critical," reports
said quoting Additional
Director General of Police
(ADGP), Jammu, Mukesh
Singh.

The injured have been
taken to a hospital and anoth-
er  suspected IED has been
spotted, he said.

The Monday incident
occurred between 9 AM and
9.30 AM and a number of

people were close to the crime
scene of Sunday’s firing inci-
dent.

Taking to Twitter,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha said, "I strongly con-
demn the cowardly terror
attack in Rajouri. I assure the
people that those behind this
despicable attack will not go
unpunished. My thoughts and
prayers are with the bereaved
families."
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The local residents in
Dhangri village of Rajouri

Monday demanded that the
army personnel shifted from
the area should be brought
back to plug the security gaps
and check the suspected
movement of infiltrators in
the region. 

Besides, the local resi-
dents also raised the demand
for equipping the members of
the Village defence commit-
tees with modern weapons.
J&K BJP Chief Ravinder
Raina Monday patted the
back of VDC member Balaji
who according to him had

retaliated the fire forcing the
terrorists to flee the Dhangri
village after targeting the
members of the three families. 

Raina, while briefing LG
Manoj Sinha during his visit
to Rajouri, said one of our
VDC members Balaji acted
bravely and opened fire on
terrorists and saved many

more innocent lives
as terrorists ran away
after they targeted the
civilians in the area. 

Local residents
along with public rep-
resentatives claimed
the district Rajouri
has once again come
on  the radar of the
terrorist outfits and

incidents of terror related
violence have been happening
on a regular basis.

To check the menace
additional army troops should
be deployed in the area to cre-
ate a deterrence and instill a
sense of security among the
residents in the forested belt
of Rajouri. 

Dheeraj  Sharma,
Sarpanch of village Dhangri
said, "there was a Village
Defence Committee (VDC) in
the area but police had taken
away weapons of those VDC
members who were above 60
and didn’t replace them with
others". 

DGP Dilbagh Singh said
no one would be forced to
surrender their weapon. He
added that in order to win the
war against terrorism every
individual has to play its
part.Singh said, "we are going
to further boost the VDC's by
equipping them with
weapons so that they also play
a significant role in wiping
out the terror ecosystem". 
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The Basavaraj Bommai gov-
ernment in Karnataka is

looking at the flagship 'Vidya
Niddhi scheme', providing
scholarships to children of
farmers, to be its winning
election card for consolidating
the BJP's rural base in the
state.

Ahead of the coming
assembly polls, the welfare
scheme which has already
covered over 10 lakh children
of rural farmers with scholar-
ship at a cost of Rs 464
crores,has now also been
extended  by the Chief minis-
ter to the children of landless
farm labourers in the state.

According  to the state
government, a pilot project is

underway in Bagalkot, Haveri
and Shivamogga to "identify "
children of landless labourers
as the 2011 Census does not
provide details.

The BJP trusts that
scheme which has been
extended to farm labourers
and weavers may  “blunt”
Congress and JD (S) bids to
raise rural planks to counter

the BJP in the  assembly polls
and give it  a wide edge in the
electoral battle against the
Congress and JD (S), the two
rivals with good  rural base.

According to BJP leaders,
the scheme targeted at the
‘poorest of poor’ may sway
voters to the party in large part
of rural  Karnataka cutting
across their  caste identities. 
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targeted three houses in Upper Dangri
area. Four casualties were reported. The
search operation is on. Police, Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and Army
troops have cordoned off the area and
try to neutralise the two terrorists
soon," said Mukesh Singh, Additional
Director General of Police (ADGP),
Jammu Zone.With this the civilian are
living under the fear and the situation
is very serious and grave.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — “Disability need not be an obsta-
cle to success,” Stephen Hawking wrote
in the first ever world disability report
back in 2011. As one of the most influ-
ential scientists of modern times, the
wheelchair-bound physicist is certain-
ly proof of that. The media, considered
to be the fourth pillar of the state, is the
custodian of human rights of minorities
and socially and economically backward
and downtrodden people in society.
Disability, now considered a type of
social and economic backwardness,

has rarely been dealt with sensitively by
the media in India.

It goes without saying that the mass
media, including newspapers, maga-
zines, television, radio, films and the
Internet, play wide roles in forming and
moulding public opinion on various
issues. The media covers the disabled on
notified dislike the International Day of
Disabled Persons, but sadly, the issues
pertaining to disability failed to get a
major share in the media. Thus, disabil-
ity is not an obstacle to success. It is time
to recognise and encourage differently
disabled to greater extent to make
them get maximum importance in a
civil society. It is time to take up the
issue with great vigour and try our best
to encourage in various platforms and
thereby get the much needed satisfac-
tion in reporting to the media the per-
sonal achievements and their exploits on
and off the field.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — The death of 4 persons again at
a political meeting the other day in
Guntur organized by the TDP is unfor-
tunate. It is really shocking to know that
the organizers lured poor people to the
meet addressed by the TDP Supremo,
promising them money and gifts on the
New Year eve. It is said that the meet-
ing was planned to be held on a small
ground of 4 acres but the organizers
mobilized about 30 thousand people for
the meeting. It clearly shows criminal
negligence on the part of the organiz-
ers and a communication gap between
the local police and the organizers.

Death is a tragedy for the common
man, a trade for undertakers, but a
mean game for politicians! Most of our
politicians want to gain some political
mileage out of every death, if possible.
Politicians of all parties lost no time in
trying to use these incidents in Nellore
and Guntur to their advantage! In fact
the TDP, the local police and the
Government are to be held accountable
for these tragedies. It is a shameful
vogue with all political parties to hold
propaganda meetings at places in down-
town locations so that their meetings
look "impressive with crowds". It is time
that the Government banned immedi-
ately all political parties from holding
such meetings at vulnerable locations in
future.

M Somasekhar Prasad | Hyderabad
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Sir — The four people were killed and
six others were injured in a terror attack
in Rajouri, security forces have launched
an operation to neutralize two terror-
ists who attacked three houses in Dangri
area, Jammu and Kashmir on Monday.
An incident of firing was reported in
Dangri area of Rajouri on Sunday in
which four people were killed and six
injured. The firing was done by two ter-
rorists at three houses separated at a dis-
tance of around 50 metres from each
other at upper Dangri village.As per the
information, two terrorists came and
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SOUNDBITE

out of two nation theory,
Pakistan made all out efforts to
effect political partition of
princely states of India.

Pakistan also joined pacts
created to encircle Soviet
Communist block. Pakistan
did all this in the name of
fighting against communism
but the actual motive was
hostility towards India. In
1959 the then Pakistan
President General Ayub Khan
declared that arms received
from USA are not meant to be
wrapped in wool clearly indi-
cating that these can be used
against India. Later during
1965 Indo-Pakistan war,
Pakistan actually used these
weapons against India.

The worst low level of
Pakistan`s conduct and bank-
ruptcy of its policy was wit-
nessed when after General
elections in Pakistan in 1970,
East Pakistan  got majority but
its leader Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman was denied the
opportunity to form govern-
ment in Pakistan. To suppress
the people of East Pakistan a
reign of terror and genocidal
crackdown was unleashed
against ethnic Bengalis and
Hindus there under orders of
the then Pakistan military
ruler General Yahaya Khan.
The result was formation of
Bangladesh. 

Army Chief of Pakistan

General Zia ul Haq seized
power on 5.7.77. Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto was subsequently
hanged in 1979. Apart from
encouraging hard core Islam,
Zia-ul-Haq turned Pakistan
into conduit for American
arms and ammunition for
Mujahideen fighting against
Soviet forces in 1979. Some of
these arms were diverted to
perpetrate cross-border terror-
ism in Kashmir.Pakistan want-
ed to turn Afghanistan into its
backyard and encouraged cre-
ation and rise of Taliban in
Pakistan.  In yet another low,
in 1999 Pakistan army had
occupied Kargil heights vacat-
ed by Indian army before
onset of severe cold there
which led to war and vacation
of occupied area by Pakistan.

Apart from other reper-
cussions, all these low negative
actions of Pakistan also turned
it into a bastion for interna-
tional terrorism. After attack
on World Trade Centre
Pakistan too joined the USA
and NATO led war to hunt
down Osama bin Laden.
When the then Army ruler of
Pakistan General Parvez
Musharaf was questioned for
joining the war, his reply was
that had he not done so
America might have taken
action against Pakistan too.
All these low actions have
also had a cumulative effect

too and have brought Pakistan
virtually on the brink of moral,
intellectual and financial bank-
ruptcy. Pakistan needs to intro-
spect and change its course
and attitude towards India.
Holy Quran clearly ordains
that one should have best rela-
tions with neighbours.
Pakistan has to change and
give up its support to cross-
border terrorism to prepare
ground for mutual dialogue. In
the present day globalised
world beset with problems of
climate change, stockpiles of
nuclear weapons, terrorism
and so many other similar
pressing problems coupled
with requirements of contin-
ued and sustainable develop-
ment, dialogue and diploma-
cy are the only way to settle
mutual differences and prob-
lems. This alone can ensure
security and even survival of
mankind. It can also help evo-
lution of human civilisation
and establishment of global
Parliament. Pakistan has also
to realise that hard core ideolo-
gies based on religion are get-
ting loosened and hostility
has to yield ground to love and
mutual respect. All religions
and philosophies ultimately
lead to the same goal.

(The writer is former IIS
Officer and freelance journal-

ist. The views expressed are
personal.)
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Pakistan recorded a new
low even in its perenni-
al hostility towards
India on sixteenth of
December when in an

unbecoming and shameful man-
ner its Foreign Affairs Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari made
personal and uncivilised out-
burst against the Prime Minister
of India Narendra Modi. He was
alluding to comments of External
Affairs Minister of India Jai
Shankar. After chairing a special
meeting of the UN Security
Council focused on `global
counter terrorism approach` Jai
Shankar had told media that the
world perceives Pakistan as epi-
centre of terrorism as it still shel-
ters terrorist groups. Pakistan
has been doing more than this.

Apart from maltreatment of
its minorities, It glorifies Osama
bin Laden as a martyr and shel-
ters terrorists like Lakhvi, Hafiz
Saeed, Masood Azhar, Sajid Mir
and Dawood Ibrahim and 126
UN designated terrorists and 27
UN designated terrorist groups.
Ever since it came into existence
as a new country in August,
1947, Pakistan has maintained
hostile attitude towards its imme-
diate biggest neighbour India.
This is despite the fact that the
author of two nation theory and
founder of new nation of Pakistan
Mohammed Ali Jinnah had
advised the leaders of Pakistan to
maintain good neighbourly rela-
tions with India but it has been
hardly ever so from the very
beginning. Despite being cultur-
ally also equally close to India,
Pakistan linked its hostility
towards India to the fault line of
the world based on religion.

Just to mention a few lows in
its relations with and actions
towards India, the first low
occurred in 1947 when the
princely ruler of Jammu and
Kashmir Maharaja Hari Singh
offered standstill agreement with
both India and Pakistan to allow
him time to decide about acces-
sion. While India called for talks,
Pakistan accepted it in breach and
finally sent in armed tribals on
twenty second October, 1947 to
force accession on the princely
ruler. The Maharaja had no
choice but to accede to India. At
the same time, though born itself
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Devti Devi (name
changed) has a difficult
life. At the age of 15, she

got married, and her ordeal of
domestic violence began at
that time. Her husband even
tried to burn her alive, but she
survived. Discussing her trau-
ma, she said, “One day, he tried
to smother me using a pillow.”

Devti is a resident of Ason
village in Bageshwar district’s
Kapkot block in Uttarakhand.
Lately, cases of domestic vio-
lence in Uttarakhand have
been on a rise. According to a
report published last year,
everyday 60 women are
reported to face domestic vio-
lence across the state. Besides,
during Covid-19, in the 20
days of February 2021, out of
total 2,041 complaints of
harassment of women in the
control room, 1,210 com-

plaints were of domestic vio-
lence.

As per another report, in
2019, 727 domestic violence
cases were reported to Legal
Services Authorities and
Uttarakhand accounted for
144 out of the 727, the high-
est in the country. Tired of
domestic violence, Khasti
Devi, (name changed) anoth-
er woman from the same vil-
lage tried to end her life. “I
have not spent a single day
without the fear of getting
thrashed by my husband,”
lamented Khasti.

In India, approximately
45,026 women died by suicide
in 2021, nearly one in every
nine minutes. Out of this,
more than two-third were
married women and over half
of them, 23178, were house-
wives, stated the annual report

of the National Crime Records
Bureau.

Women and girls residing
in some of the most inacces-
sible hilly villages in
Uttarakhand have difficulty
accessing the legal and medical
aid options made available by
both the government and non-
government organizations.

For the safety and securi-
ty of women facing domestic
and other forms of gender-
based violence, in 2015, a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme
was formulated by the
Ministry of Women and Child
Development (MWCD), for
establishing One Stop Centre
(OSC) as a sub-scheme of
National Mission for
Empowerment of Women.

In 2022-23, the scheme
was subsumed into the Sambal
sub-scheme of Mission Shakti.

As on February 11, 2022, 733
OSCs have been approved for
730 districts across the coun-
try, out of which 704 OSCs
have been operationalized in
35 States/ UTs, which have
assisted over 4.50 lakh women.

In this case, the OSC is
located in Bageshwar district.
Anju Pandey, an advocate who
works at the ‘One Stop Centre’
in Bageshwar, while informing
the process of receiving cases
of domestic violence from the
women in villages, said,
“Usually the survivors report
to the Pradhan of the villages
who support them to report
the cases to the nearest police
station. From the police sta-
tion, the cases are then referred
to our centre.”

The ‘definition’ of nearest
police station needs some
attention here as the distance

from the village might be 20
km or beyond without avail-
ability of transport and at
times, a motorable road. The
socio-economic status of these
women also doesn’t allow
them to report the cases.
Unless the Pradhan of their vil-
lages take some serious action,
they continue to face the vio-
lence.

Social activist Neelam
Grandy from Charson village
in Garur block in Bageshwar,
while shedding light on the sit-
uation said that although
women have been facing some
serious violence at the hands
of their own partners, they
back out from reporting it.
“Women lack the support to
file cases against the hus-
bands. They fear the social
stigma, for the ones who report
it are often taunted by the

neighbours or family mem-
bers, saying they have harmed
the peace of the family,” said
Neelam, adding, “The irony is
that even the media is not
bothered much. This is the rea-
son that instead of making
headlines, such cases get
buried in a corner of the
newspaper.”

While the impact of
domestic violence on the pri-
mary victim is worrisome, it
can also have a long-lasting
traumatic effect on those who
witness it, especially children.
At times, they even face abuse.
Akshita (name changed), a
teenager from the same village,
shared that every day, not
only does her father fight with
her mother, but also abuses
and beats her.

“Their quarrel directly
affects my mental status and

studies. Whenever I prepare
myself to study, the flashes of
my father thrashing my
mother dominates my
thoughts. It becomes difficult
to focus and concentrate on
studies or to have a positive
outlook towards life,” said
Akshita.

Although the local admin-
istrations have undoubtedly
come up with redress mecha-
nisms at their levels to address
the increasing violence against
women, accessibility should be
equally focused on. For many
women who do not under-
stand the redress procedures or
lack the support to take any
action, should be reached out
without any failure. For a
long-term solution, there is a
dire need to address the root-
causes of such violence against
women.
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(The author is a student of
Class 10 from Kapkot,

Bageshwar, Uttarakhand:
Charkha Features)
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After much dilly-dallying, the
Union Government has cleared
the air on the fate of Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY). On

December 23, 2022, the Cabinet decided to
terminate it from January 1, 2023. At the
same time, it has decided to provide free
ration to about 820 million poor in the
country under the National Food Security
Act (NFSA) for one year i.e. till December
31, 2023, in a bid “to shield the masses from
shocks to the system at a time the econo-
my was recovering in the aftermath of
Covid crisis”.

Making these announcements,
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution Minister Piyush Goyal said that
the Government was merging the free part
of PMGKAY with the regular food securi-
ty schemes under NFSA, which would pre-
viously provide subsidized ration to the
poor. With these changes, the Centre’s annu-
al food subsidy bill is estimated to be Rs
200,000 crore.

In March 2020, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had announced
PMGKAY to mitigate the hardship suffered
by people due to a major disruption in eco-
nomic activity and resultant loss of jobs and
income in the wake of Covid-19 pandem-
ic. Under it, the government would give five
kg of rice or wheat per person per month
for “free” to around 820 million people
through the Public Distribution System
(PDS) initially for a period of three months
till June 30, 2020.

It would also give for “free” one kg of
pulses per household. On June 30, 2020,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced
extension of the scheme for five months till
November 30, 2020 with a slight change to
provide one kg grams (instead of leaving the
choice of pulse to the beneficiary) free to
each family per month. The scheme was
discontinued for five months during
December 2020-April 2021. From May
2021, it was resurrected and got three exten-
sions during the financial year (FY) 2021-
22.

During FY 2022-23, it has got two
extensions sixth (April – September 2022)
and seventh (October–December 2022).
Under the extensions given since May 2021,
the provision for pulses was removed
from the entitlement.

During FY 2020-21, economic activi-
ty had remained disrupted particularly dur-
ing the first three quarters resulting in ‘neg-
ative’ growth in GDP by 6.6 per cent. So,
the first two phases were perfectly justified.

However, its resurrection during FY
2021-22 when the economy rebounded
with GDP registering growth of 8.9 per cent,
raises many a hackles. During FY 2022-23
also, with the economy entering a phase of
consolidation with an expected GDP
growth of 6.8–7 per cent, one wonders
whether its continuation was tenable.

Political considerations have been at
work or else the government would not
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(The author is a policy
analyst)

have run the scheme during these
times when the economy was get-
ting back to normal obviating the
need for any extra support. Since
March 2020, the government has
spent a total of Rs 390,000 crore on
running the scheme. A good slice
of this expenditure could have been
avoided if its actions had been guid-
ed purely by economic considera-
tions.

Given a spate of state elections
during 2023 followed by general
elections in 2024, there was much
speculation that the government
might continue the PMGKAY. Yet,
going strictly by economic rationale,
it has discontinued the scheme. This
will spare the national exchequer an
outgo of around Rs 130,000 crore
annually and help reining in fiscal
deficit. But, by modifying the reg-
ular NFSA to provide for supply of
‘free’ food,

Modi has made way for pop-
ulism to some extent. Under the
NFSA, the Centre directs the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) and
other state agencies to procure
food from the farmer at MSP (min-
imum support price) and organize
its distribution to around 820 mil-
lion people through a network of
fair price shops (FPS) at the subsi-
dized price (call it ‘issue price’) of Rs
2/3/1 per kg for wheat, rice, and
coarse cereals respectively.

There are two types of benefi-
ciaries. As part of the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY), the poorest of
the poor households get 35 kg of
food grains per family (@ 7 kg per
person in a family of five) each
month. The number of families

under AAY being 24 million, the
persons getting 7 kg cereals per
month @ Rs 2/3/1 per kg are 120
million. The rest 700 million per-
sons are eligible to receive five kg of
cereals per month at the same
price. In addition, the PMGKAY
gave 5 kg to each of 820 million for
free.

Even as the additional (read:
PMGKAY) has been withdrawn, the
Cabinet has added a sweetener to
the regular NFSA by supplying to
all 820 million beneficiaries their eli-
gible monthly quota for ‘free’ instead
of Rs 2/3/1 per kg they pay current-
ly. Considering that already, the
extant price was close to zero, this
was unwarranted. It is hard to fath-
om that nearly 2/3rd of the popu-
lation can’t pay even a notional price
of Rs 2/3/1 per kg.

The current issue price was
specified in the NFSA legislation.
The law enacted in 2013 had frozen
these rates for three years. Since
2016 thus, there is no legal bar on
increasing the price. An increase of
Rs 1 per kg can yield savings of
about Rs 5,200 crore annually; Rs
4,500 crore if hike is confined only
to non-AAY beneficiaries. Instead,
the government has made all sales
‘free’ which would entail an increase
in subsidy by around Rs 13,000
crore annually.

Ridiculously, low price is only
one major aspect of the food sub-
sidy conundrum. There are others
as well. Fundamentally, subsidized
food is meant for the poor and their
number is much less the present
gargantuan 820 million - expected
to increase to 920 million if one were

to go by the Supreme Court direc-
tive to take into account the popu-
lation during 2021 instead of the
present coverage being based on the
2011 Census estimates.

As per the recommendations of
the Shanta Kumar Committee
(2015), the people eligible for sub-
sidized food under NFSA should
not be more than 40 per cent of the
population against the existing 67
per cent. Denying subsidy to 27 per
cent or around 380 million will
result in saving of about Rs 66,000
crore annually (29x5x380x12). This
is based on a person taking all of her
5 kg monthly quota as wheat and
subsidy @ Rs 29 per kg [(MSP: 21
+ HDC: 10) – issue price: 2] where
HDC stands for handling and dis-
tribution cost.

Of the remaining 440 million
(820-380), the committee felt that
only persons under AAY i.e. 120
million should be eligible to pay Rs
2/3/1 per kg. It wanted that others
or 320 million (440-120) should pay
50 per cent of the MSP or Rs 10.5
per kg of wheat. This would yield
an annual saving of about Rs 16,500
crore (8.5x5x320x12); 8.5 being
the excess of Rs 10.5 over the cur-
rent price Rs 2.

There is no reason why these
beneficiaries (read: non-AAY)
should not pay more say MSP.
Asking them to pay MSP or Rs 21
per kg can yield savings of around
Rs 36,500 crore.

Finally, the Government should
seriously ponder over giving subsidy
directly to the beneficiary as the cur-
rent system is prone to high ineffi-
ciencies, leakages and misuse.
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Russia deployed multiple
exploding drones in
another nighttime attack

on Ukraine, officials said
Monday, as the Kremlin sig-
nalled no letup in its strategy of
using bombardments to target
civilian infrastructure and wear
down Ukrainian resistance to its
invasion.

The barrage was the latest in
a series of relentless year-end
attacks, including one that killed
three civilians on New Year's
Eve.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said Monday that 40 drones
“headed for Kyiv” overnight. All
of them were destroyed, accord-
ing to air defence forces.

Klitschko said 22 drones
were destroyed over Kyiv, three
in the outlying Kyiv region and
15 over neighbouring provinces.

Energy infrastructure facil-
ities were damaged as the result
of the attack and an explosion
occurred in one city district, the
mayor said.

It wasn't immediately clear
whether that was caused by
drones or other munitions. A
wounded 19-year-old man was
hospitalised, Klitschko added,
and emergency power outages
were underway in the capital.

In the outlying Kyiv region
a “critical infrastructure object”
and residential buildings were
hit, Gov. Oleksiy Kuleba said.

Russia has carried out
airstrikes on Ukrainian power
and water supplies almost week-
ly since October.

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskyy has accused
Russia of “energy terrorism” as
the aerial bombardments have
left many people without heat
amid freezing temperatures.

Ukrainian officials say
Moscow is “weaponising winter”
in its effort to demoralise the
Ukrainian resistance.

Ukraine is using sophisti-
cated Western-supplied weapons
to help shoot down Russia's mis-
siles and drones, as well as send
artillery fire into Russian-held
areas of the country.

Moscow's full-scale inva-
sion on Feb. 24 has gone awry,
putting pressure on Russian
President Vladimir Putin as his
ground forces struggle to hold
ground and advance. He said in
his New Year's address to the
nation that 2022 was “a year of
difficult, necessary decisions.”

Putin insists he had no
choice, but to send troops into
Ukraine because it threatened
Russia's security — an assertion
condemned by the West, which
says Moscow bears full respon-
sibility for the invasion.

Russia is currently observ-
ing public holidays through Jan.
8.

Drones, missiles and

artillery shells launched by
Russian forces also struck areas
across Ukraine.

Five people were wounded
in the Monday morning shelling
of a Ukraine-controlled area of
the southern Kherson region, its
Ukrainian Gov. Yaroslav
Yanushevich said on Telegram.

The Russian forces attacked
the city of Beryslav, the official
said, firing at a local market, like-
ly from a tank. Three of the
wounded are in serious condi-
tion and are being evacuated to
Kherson, Yanushevich said.

Seven drones were shot
down over the southern
Mykolaiv region, according to
Gov. Vitali Kim, and three more

were shot down in the south-
eastern Dnipropetrovsk region,
Gov. Valentyn Reznichenko said.

In the Dnipropetrovsk
region, a missile was also destro-
yed, according to Reznichenko.
He said that energy infrastruc-
ture in the region was being tar-
geted. Ukraine's Air Force
Command reported Monday
that 39 Iranian-made exploding
Shahed drones were shot down
overnight, as well as two Rus-
sian-made Orlan drones and a
X-59 missile. “We are staying
strong,” the Ukrainian defense
ministry tweeted.

A blistering New Year's Eve
assault killed at least four civil-
ians across the country,
Ukrainian authorities reported,
and wounded dozens.

The fourth victim, a 46-
year-old resident of Kyiv, died in
a hospital on Monday morning,
Klitschko said. Multiple blasts
rocked the capital and other
areas of Ukraine on Saturday
and through the night.

The strikes came 36 hours
after widespread missile attacks
Russia launched Thursday to
damage energy infrastructure
facilities, and the unusually
quick follow-up alarmed
Ukrainian officials.

In Russia, a Ukrainian
drone hit an energy facility in the
Bryansk region that borders
with Ukraine, Bryansk region-
al governor Alexander Bogomaz
reported on Monday morning.
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Australia and Canada have
joined a growing list of

countries requiring travellers
from China to take a COVID-
19 test prior to boarding their
flight, as China battles a nation-
wide outbreak of the coronavirus
after abruptly easing restric-
tions that were in place for
much of the pandemic.

Australian health authorities
said Sunday that from January
5 all air travellers from mainland
China, Hong Kong or Macao
will need to show a negative
COVID-19 test taken within
two days of their departure.

Canadian authorities
announced similar measures
that will also come into effect
January 5 in a statement dated
Saturday — a move experts say
isn't very effective.

Kerry Bowman, assistant
professor at the University of
Toronto's Temerty Faculty of
Medicine, said the requirement
is “not based on science at this
point."

"This isn't the early days of
the pandemic," he said. “It's
pretty clear that point-of-entry
screening is not very effective at
all. Often people can test posi-
tive days and weeks later.”

Dr. Isaac Bogoch, associate
professor at University of
Toronto's Temerty Faculty of
Medicine, said it's not entirely
clear what the policy's goals are,
but such measures have not
helped.

“We know from the past
that very focused and targeted

travel measures such as this don't
do much to prevent the spread
of COVID, either by importing
COVID to Canada, or by the
threat of variants of concern in
Canada,” he said.

Australia and Canada join
other countries including the
US, UK, India, Japan and several
European nations in imposing
tougher COVID-19 measures
on Chinese travellers amid con-
cerns over a lack of data on
infections in China and fears of
the possibility that new variants
may spread.

Research has shown how
the virus spreads through
human mobility, which means
that the next variant of the
virus may not even emerge
from China, and even if it did,
it could land in Canada from
other indirect routes, Bowman
said, adding that a more effec-
tive measure would be testing
wastewater from airplanes and
airports to check for the viral
load and mutations.

Vancouver International
Airport said Saturday it would
expand its wastewater testing
pilot programme.

China, which for most of
the pandemic adopted a “zero-
COVID” strategy that imposed
harsh restrictions aimed at
stamping out the virus, abrupt-
ly eased those measures in
December. Chinese authorities
previously said that from
January 8, overseas travellers
would no longer need to quar-
antine upon arriving in China,
paving the way for Chinese res-
idents to travel.

Hong Kong is also prepar-
ing for quarantine-free travel to
China, with plans to resume
operations of more border
checkpoints as early as January
8, according to a Facebook post
by Hong Kong Chief Secretary
Eric Chan.

However, a quota will
remain in place limiting the
number of travellers between the
two places.

“Depending on the first
phase of the situation, we will
gradually expand the scale for a
complete reopening of the bor-
der,” Chan said.

In China, eased restrictions
meant that residents could cel-
ebrate New Year's in large-scale
gatherings that were prohibited
for much of the pandemic, even
though the country is experi-
encing a massive outbreak of
cases.

“There are still some wor-
ries, more or less,” said Wu
Yanxia, a 51-year-old Beijing res-
ident who works at a logistic
company. “I hope that next year
everything will be normal, such
as domestic travel.”

Others hope that 2023 will
bring better things after a diffi-
cult past year.

“We have experienced a
very uneven year, particularly
unforgettable, with many things
out of our imagination,” said Li
Feng, a teacher in Beijing,
adding that 2022 was a difficult
year for both the people and the
government.

“But I think we have come
through and everything will be
fine,” Li said.
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The tourism minister of
Israel's new hardline gov-

ernment on Sunday promised to
invest in developing the West
Bank, calling the occupied area
“our local Tuscany.”

Haim Katz made the com-
ments days after Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's new gov-
ernment took office, promising
in its coalition guidelines to
make West Bank settlement
construction a top priority. His
coalition includes far-right set-
tler leaders in top posts.

Israel captured the West
Bank in the 1967 Mideast war
and has built dozens of settle-
ments that are now home to
roughly 500,000 Israelis.

The Palestinians claim the
entire area as part of a future
independent state and consider
the settlements illegal — a posi-
tion that is widely shared by the
international community. Israel's
commitment to deepening its
control of the West Bank has
threatened to put it on a collision
course with some of its closest
allies.

At a ceremony Sunday, Katz
said he would channel resources
to promote tourism in the West

Bank. “We will invest in areas
that may not have received suf-
ficient support to date,” he said.
“For example, our local Tuscany
in Judea and Samaria," he added,
using the biblical term for the
West Bank favored by religious
and right-wing Israelis.

The West Bank settler com-
munity has developed a small
tourism sector that includes
hotels, bed and breakfasts and
wineries. Israel considers these
industries to be part of the
country's broader tourism sec-
tor, while international human
rights groups have said they
deepen control of occupied ter-
ritory.

Airbnb in 2018 said it would
bar listings in the Israeli settle-
ments, but it quickly backed
down under heavy Israeli pres-
sure. Last year, Booking.Com
said it was adding warnings to
its listings there.

On Friday, the U.N. General
Assembly asked the U.N.'s high-
est judicial body to give its
opinion on the legality of Israeli
policies in the occupied West
Bank. Netanyahu called the res-
olution “disgraceful” and said
Israel is not obligated to coop-
erate with the International
Court of Justice.
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Israel's military fired missiles toward the inter-
national airport of Syria's capital early Monday,

putting it out of service and killing two soldiers
and wounding two others, the Syrian army said.
The attack, the second in seven months to put the
Damascus International Airport out of service,
caused material damage in a nearby area, the army
said, without giving further details.

Israel has targeted airports and ports in gov-
ernment-held parts of Syria in an apparent
attempt to prevent arms shipments from Iran to
militant groups backed by Tehran, including
Lebanon's Hezbollah.

An opposition war monitor reported the
Israeli strikes hit the airport as well as an arms
depot close to the facility south of Damascus. The
Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said four people were killed in the strike.
There was no comment from Israel.

On June 10, Israeli airstrikes that struck
Damascus International Airport caused signifi-
cant damage to infrastructure and runways. It
reopened two weeks later after repairs.

In September, Israeli airstrikes hit the inter-
national airport of the northern city of Aleppo,

Syria's largest and once commercial center, also
putting it out of service for days.

In late 2021, Israeli warplanes fired missiles
that struck the port of Latakia hitting containers
and igniting a huge fire. Israel has carried out hun-
dreds of strikes on targets inside government-con-
trolled parts of Syria in recent years, but rarely
acknowledges or discusses such operations.

Israel has acknowledged, however, that it tar-
gets bases of Iran-allied militant groups, such as
Lebanon's Hezbollah, which has sent thousands
of fighters to support Syrian President Bashar
Assad's forces. Thousands of Iran-backed fight-
ers have joined Syria's 11-year civil war and helped
tip the balance of power in Assad's favor. Israel
says an Iranian presence on its northern frontier
is a red line that justifies its strikes on facilities and
weapons inside Syria.
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Black carbon aerosols have
indirectly affected the mass

gain of the Tibetan Plateau
glaciers by changing long-
range water vapour transport
from the South Asian mon-
soon region, a study has found.

The South Asia region
adjacent to the Tibetan Plateau
has among the highest levels of
black carbon emission in the
world, the researchers said.

Black carbon aerosols are
produced by the incomplete
combustion of fossil fuels and
biomass, and are characterised
by strong light absorption.

Many studies have empha-

sised black carbon aerosols
from South Asia can be trans-
ported across the Himalayas to
the inland region of the
Tibetan Plateau.

Researchers noted that
black carbon deposition in
snow reduces the albedo of
surfaces — a measure of how
much of Sun's radiations are
reflected — which may accel-
erate the melting of glaciers
and snow cover, thus changing
the hydrological process and
water resources in the region.

The study, published in
Nature Communications,
found that since the 21st cen-
tury, South Asian black carbon
aerosols have indirectly affect-

ed the mass gain of the Tibetan
Plateau glaciers by changing
long-range water vapour trans-
port from the South Asian
monsoon region.

"Black carbon aerosols in
South Asia heat up the middle
and upper atmosphere, thus
increasing the North-–South
temperature gradient," said
Professor KANG Shichang
from Chinese Academy of
Sciences (CAS).

"Accordingly, the convec-
tive activity in South Asia is
enhanced, which causes con-
vergence of water vapour in
South Asia. Meanwhile, black
carbon also increases the num-
ber of cloud condensation
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New York Governor Kathy
Hochul was sworn in for

her first elected term on Sunday,
making history as the first
woman elected to the position in
the state.

The Democrat, launching
her term as the 57th governor of
New York, said her goals were to
increase public safety and to
make the state more affordable.

“Right now there are some
fights we have to take on,”
Hochul said after taking the oath
of office at the Empire State
Plaza Convention Center in
Albany. “First we must and will
make our streets safer."

Hochul also called for mak-
ing the state more affordable, cit-
ing the high cost of living. Also
sworn in Sunday was Lt. Gov.
Antonio Delgado.

A native of Buffalo, Hochul,
64, defeated Republican con-
gressman Lee Zeldin, an ally of

Donald Trump, in November's
election to win the office that she
took over in 2021 when former
Gov. Andrew Cuomo resigned.

A former congresswoman,
she served as Cuomo's lieutenant
governor before taking over in
August 2021 and has tried to cast
herself as a fresh start from
Cuomo. He resigned amid sex-
ual harassment allegations,
which he denies.

New York Democratic U.S.
Sen. Chuck Schumer described
her November victory as “break-
ing the glass ceiling.”

During her time as gover-
nor, New York passed some of
the strictest gun laws in the
nation, some of which are expe-
riencing court challenges.

Delgado, a former Demo-
cratic U.S. Representative who
identifies as Afro-Latino, took
over the position as lieutenant
governor in May after Brian
Benjamin resigned, and said he
couldn't “wait to get down to
business” of “transparent” and
“accountable” government.

New York Attorney General
Letitia A. James, 64, also took
oath Sunday for her second
elected term in the position. She
made history in 2018 as the first
woman elected as the state's
attorney general and the first
Black person to serve in the role.

“Four years ago I made a
commitment to make this office
a force of justice. I promise to
fight for all New Yorkers, regard-
less of your political affiliation,”
James, of Brooklyn, said. 
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Brazil's Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva was sworn in as presi-

dent on Sunday, and in his first
address expressed optimism
about plans to rebuild while
pledging that members of out-
going Jair Bolsonaro's adminis-
tration will be held to account.

Lula is assuming office for
the third time after thwarting
far-right incumbent Bolsonaro's
reelection bid. His return to
power marks the culmination of
a political comeback that is
thrilling supporters and enrag-
ing opponents in a fiercely
polarized nation.

“Our message to Brazil is
one of hope and reconstruction,”
Lula said in a speech in
Congress' Lower House after
signing the document that for-
mally instates him as president.
“The great edifice of rights,
sovereignty and development
that this nation built has been

systematically demolished in
recent years. To re-erect this edi-
fice, we are going to direct all our
efforts.”

Sunday afternoon in
Brasilia's main esplanade, the
party was on. Tens of thousands
of supporters decked out in the
red of Lula's Workers' Party
cheered after his swearing in.

They celebrated when the
president said he would send a
report about the prior adminis-
tration to all lawmakers and
judicial authorities, revoke
Bolsonaro's “criminal decrees”
that loosened gun control, and
hold the prior administration
responsible for its denialism in
the face of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“We do not carry any spir-
it of revenge against those who
sought to subjugate the nation to
their personal and ideological
designs, but we are going to
ensure the rule of law," Lula said,
without mentioning Bolsonaro
by name. "Those who erred
will answer for their errors,
with broad rights to their
defense within the due legal
process.”

Lula's presidency is unlike-
ly to be like his previous two
mandates, coming after the
tightest presidential race in more
than three decades in Brazil and
resistance to his taking office by
some of his opponents, political
analysts say.

����*�Q	)��)	.E

Ten guards and four inmates
were killed early Sunday

when gunmen in armoured
vehicles attacked a state prison
in Ciudad Juarez across the
border from El Paso, Texas,
according to state officials.

The Chihuahua state pros-
ecutor's office said in a statement
that around 7 a.M. Various
armored vehicles arrived at the
prison and gunmen opened fire
on guards. In addition to those
killed, 13 people were wounded
and at least 24 inmates escaped.

Mexican soldiers and state
police regained control of the
prison later Sunday. The state
prosecutor's office said its per-
sonnel were investigating.

In August, a riot inside the
same state prison spread to the
streets of Juarez in violence that
left 11 people dead.

In that case, two inmates
were killed inside the prison and
then alleged gang members
started shooting up the town,
including killing four employees
of a radio station who were
doing a promotion at a restau-
rant.

Violence is frequent in
Mexican prisons, including in
some where authorities only
maintain nominal control.
Clashes regularly erupt among
inmate of rival gangs, which in
places like Juarez serve as prox-
ies for drug cartels.

Shortly before Sunday's
attack on the prison, municipal
police were attacked and man-
aged to capture four men after
a pursuit, according to the state
prosecutor's office statement.
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nuclei in the atmosphere,"
Shichang said.

These changes in meteo-
rological conditions caused
by black carbon aerosols make
more water vapour form pre-
cipitation in South Asia, and
the northward transport to the
Tibetan Plateau was weak-
ened, the researchers said.

As a result, precipitation in
the central and the southern
Tibetan Plateau decreases dur-
ing the monsoon, especially in
the southern Tibetan Plateau,
they said.

The decrease in precipi-
tation further leads to a
decrease of mass gain of glac-
iers. From 2007 to 2016, the

reduced mass gain by precip-
itation decrease accounted for
11 per cent of the average glac-
ier mass loss on the Tibetan
Plateau and 22.1 per cent in
the Himalayas.

"The transboundary
transport and deposition of
black carbon aerosols from
South Asia accelerate glacier
ablation over the Tibetan
Plateau.

"Meanwhile, the reduc-
tion of summer precipitation
over the Tibetan Plateau will
reduce the mass gain of
plateau glaciers, which will
increase the amount of glaci-
er mass deficit," Shichang
added.
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Nepal's newly-appointed
Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal

'Prachanda' has decided to
take the vote of confidence in
the Parliament on January
10, an official said on Monday.

The 68-year-old CPN-
Maoist Centre leader was
sworn in as the Prime
Minister for the third time on
December 26 after he dramat-
ically walked out of the pre-
poll alliance led by the Nepali
Congress and joined hands
with opposition leader K P
Sharma Oli.

Prachanda on Monday
requested the parliament sec-
retariat to arrange to table the
agenda of the vote of confi-
dence in parliament on
January 10.

"The Prime Minister has
sent a letter to include the sub-
ject of vote of confidence on
the agenda of the Parliament
on the 10th of January," said
Rojnath Pandey,  the
spokesperson of the
Parliament Secretariat.

There is a constitutional
provision that a person who
has become the Prime
Minister should take a vote of

confidence within one month
of swearing into office.

President Bidhya Devi
Bhandari called the first session
of the new Parliament on
January 9 after the country
went to polls on November 20.

This will be the first
Parliament session after the
appointment of "Prachanda"
as the new prime minister of
the landlocked nation.

Prachanda was appointed
as the country's new prime

minister after he submitted a
letter to President Bhandari
showing the support of 169
members in the 275-member
House of Representatives.

He needs 138 votes for a
clear majority in the House.

He has the support of
seven parties, including Oli's
Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist-Leninist
(CPN-UML) and the newly-
formed Rastriya Swatantra
Party (RSP).
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The death toll in the mas-
sive floods that devastat-
ed parts of the

Philippines over the Christmas
weekend has climbed to 51,
with 19 others missing, the
national disaster response
agency said Monday, as affect-
ed residents struggle to get
back on their feet.

Photos on social media
showed residents in Misamis
Occidental province in
Northern Mindanao sweep-
ing away thick mud from the
floors of their homes. In the
seaside village of Cabol-
anonan, coconut trees were
uprooted and huts made of
light material were nearly flat-
tened.

The Northern Mindanao
region in the south bore the
brunt of the disaster, reporting
25 deaths, according to the
National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council. Most of the deaths

were from drowning and land-
slides, and among the missing
were fishermen whose boats
capsized.

Floods have subsided in
most of the areas hit by bad
weather that disrupted
Christmas celebrations in the
eastern, central and southern
Philippines. But over 8,600 of
the nearly 600,000 affected
people remain in emergency
shelters.

Over 4,500 houses were
damaged by the floods, along
with roads and bridges, and
some areas still have disrupted
power and water supply, the dis-
aster management agency said.
The government sent food and
other essentials to flood-hit res-
idents, deployed heavy equip-
ment for clearing operations,
and provided iron sheets and
shelter repair kits, officials said.

Teams from the capital
Manila were sent to assist com-
munities with limited clean
water in setting up water filtra-
tion systems.

At least 22 cities and munic-
ipalities have declared a state of
calamity, the disaster manage-
ment council said. The move
will allow the release of emer-
gency funds and hasten rehabil-
itation efforts.

A shear line — the point
where warm and cold air meet
— triggered heavy rains in parts
of the country last week, caus-
ing the floods, the state weath-
er bureau said.
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Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI's
body is lying in state as thou-

sands of people lined up hours
before dawn on Monday to pay
their respects.

The doors of St. Peter's
Basilica opened for viewing by
the public at just past 9 A.M.

(0800 GMT; 3 a.M. EST) when
the first faithful entered. Public
viewing lasts for 10 hours on
Monday in St. Peter's Basilica.
Twelve hours of viewing are
scheduled for Tuesday and
Wednesday before Thursday
morning's funeral, which will be
led by Pope Francis, at St. Peter's
Square.

The frail, 95-year-old
Benedict died Saturday morn-
ing in the Vatican monastery
where he had lived since his
retirement in 2013, when he
became the first pontiff to resign
in 600 years.

Security officials expected at
least 25,000 people to pass by the
body on the first day of viewing.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said a 77-

year-old organisation like the
United Nations needs a
"refresh", asserting that push-
ing for a major overhaul in
the top global body is an
important part of New Delhi's
foreign policy. 

Jaishankar made these
comments while addressing
members of the Indian dias-
pora here in the Austrian cap-
ital on Sunday.

When asked how
Jaishankar was planning to
undertake the reforms in the
UN, and if India would take
the leadership in bringing
about this change, the minis-
ter said:"The UN system was
invented in 1945. Now, I tell
people to show me something
which is 77 years old and you
feel doesn't need a refresh.
People refresh themselves,
institutions need to be
refreshed by other people. We
need change. Large parts of
the world do not believe any-
more that the UN system
speaks fairly for them."

The United Nations (UN)
officially came into existence
in October 1945, after its
Charter was ratified by China,
France, the Soviet Union, the
UK, the US and by a major-
ity of other signatories.

India has been at the
forefront of efforts at the UN
to push for urgent long-pend-
ing reform of the Security
Council, emphasising that it
rightly deserves a place at the
UN high table as a permanent
member.

"The problem is those
who are occupying positions
of influence obviously don't
want to dilute their influence.
So how we persuade people
to go along with that change
when their more short-term
calculations make them stick
to the old system is a real
problem," Jaishankar
explained.

The minister said push-
ing for reforms in the UN is
an integral part of India's for-
eign policy, noting that the
change will not take place
overnight.

"Having said that, it's
something which we will per-

severe and it's a very impor-
tant goal for us, and our for-
eign policy. It won't happen
tomorrow but it will happen
one day, trust me," he said.

The five permanent
members are Russia, the UK,
China, France and the United
States and these countries
can veto any substantive res-
olution.

There has been growing
demand to increase the num-
ber of permanent members to
reflect the contemporary
global reality.

Jaishankar arrived in
Austria from Cyprus, and is
on the second leg of his two-
nation tour.

This is the first EAM-
level visit from India to
Austria in the last 27 years,
and it takes place against the
backdrop of 75 years of diplo-
matic relations between the
two countries in 2023. 
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Atop court here on Monday
granted bail to Senator

Azam Khan Swati, a close aide
of ousted Pakistan prime min-
ister Imran Khan, who had
been in custody since November
last year over his controversial
tweets against the Army.

The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) had booked and
arrested Senator Swati in
Islamabad over a "highly obnox-
ious campaign of intimidating
tweets […] against state institu-
tions". Earlier this month, the
senator who was loyal to former
premier Khan had approached
a special court in Islamabad for
bail, which was rejected, follow-
ing which he filed a post-arrest
bail petition in the Islamabad
High Court (IHC).

The IHC Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq approved Swati's
bail against the submission of
surety bonds worth Rs 2,00,000.

It was the second time that
Swati was booked and arrested
by the FIA over his tweets about
senior Pakistan Army officials in

less than two months.
During his arrest after the

first tweet in October 2022, he
was allegedly subjected to torture
and humiliation by officials of
security agencies. He has also
claimed that a video to embar-
rass his family was also sent by
agencies to his wife.

As he demanded action
against his alleged tormentors,
he targeted a senior Army offi-
cer of Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) on social media, leading to
the new case and the subsequent
arrest.

After his arrest in Islamabad,
Swati was taken to Balochistan
province in the first week of
December and several cases
were registered against him.
However, the Balochistan High
Court granted him bail and
also barred the police from fil-
ing further cases against him.

The Senator was then taken
to the Sindh province where
again he was booked under var-
ious cases. However, the Sindh
High Court (SHC) accepted his
bail and he was brought back to
Islamabad.
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Sri Lanka's ousted president
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who

fled the country in July last year
and then returned after nearly
two months, has applied for
restoration of his US citizenship
after he failed to get asylum in
any country, according to a
media report.

However, the US govern-
ment is yet to consider the
request, The Sunday Times
newspaper here reported.

In 2019, Rajapaksa
renounced his US citizenship to
contest the 2019 presidential
polls. As per Sri Lankan
Constitution, dual citizenship
holders are barred from contest-
ing elections.

"An appeal by his lawyers to
the US government -- more
pointedly the Department of
State to restore his citizenship,
which he renounced to contest
the November 2019 presidential
election, has still not been con-
sidered,” the report said on
Sunday. The former president
and his immediate family are
currently in Dubai on holiday.

Rajapaksa, 73, had made the
appeal for the restoration of his
US Citizenship after he failed to
seek asylum in any country
upon fleeing Sri Lanka during
the anti-government protests.
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Public service in Sri Lanka is
not an eight-hour job,

President Ranil
Wickremesinghe said on
Monday, as he urged public ser-
vants to work overtime to make
the cash-strapped island a pros-
perous nation this year.

Sri Lanka was hit by an
unprecedented financial crisis
last year due to a severe pauci-
ty of foreign exchange reserves

that also sparked political tur-
moil in the island nation which
led to the ouster of the all-pow-
erful Rajapaksa family.

"Each person's duties (pub-
lic servants) cannot be limited
to 8 hours a day and 5 days a
week. Let's all work with com-
mitment. By the end of 2023, I
hope to take this country for-
ward with the support of all of
you and restore normalcy," news
portal newsfirst.Lk reported,
quoting Wickremesinghe as

saying during an event held at
the President's Office here on
Monday. The President said no
public servant can shirk respon-
sibility as 2023 was a crucial year
for the country's economy.

Incidentally, Sri Lanka turns
75 as an independent nation
later this year. National Day, also
known as Independence Day, is
celebrated on February 4 to
commemorate the country's
political independence from
British rule in 1948.
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Scientists have developed a
new water purification sys-

tem that can filter out small
plastic particles, as well as other
pollutants, very quickly and
with high efficiency.

The porous material,
described in the journal
Advanced Materials, may be
used as a high-efficiency
adsorption material in the
future as it has cost competitive-
ness based on raw materials and
enables solar-based water purifi-
cation process.

"The technology is an unri-
valed with the world's highest
purification efficiency, remov-
ing more than 99.9 per cent of
phenolic microplastics and
volatile organic compound
(VOC) contaminants in water at
ultra-high speeds," said
Professor Park Chi-Young from

Daegu Gyeongbuk Institute of
Science and Technology
(DGIST) in Korea.

"We expect that it will be a
universal technology with high
economic efficiency that can
purify contaminated water and
supply drinking water even in
areas where there is no power

supply,” Chi-Young said in a
statement.

Water pollution caused by
the rapid development of the
chemical industry is a big prob-
lem in environmental pollution.

Various water purification
technologies and materials have
been developed to solve this
problem.

The researchers noted that
carbon-based porous materials
using existing adsorption mech-
anisms have limitations in that
the adsorption rate is slow and
high thermal energy is required
for recycling.

Various materials have been
developed to improve contam-
inant removal efficiency, but it
has been difficult to develop
materials that simultaneously
satisfy excellent recyclability,
high efficiency, economic effi-
ciency of raw materials, and
industrialisation potential.
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Six years after the shock
move to ban 86 per cent of

the currency in circulation,
cash is still the king with offi-
cial data showing close to dou-
bling of cash with the public.

The value of the currency
in circulation (or public hold-
ing of cash) stood at Rs 32.42
lakh crore as on December 23,
2022, according to Reserve
Bank data.

This compares to Rs 17.74
lakh crore worth of notes in cir-
culation (NiC) on November 4,
2016, days before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced outlawing of old
1,000 and 500 rupee notes to
target black money and fight
corruption.

NiC fell to about Rs 9 lakh
crore after demonetisation.

Compared with January 6,
2017, the cash in circulation
has seen a more than 3-fold or
260 per cent jump, while from
November 4, 2016, it has seen
about 83 per cent rise.

After the shock announce-
ment, the government gave a
limited-time window for the
public to return the banned

currency. According to the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
almost the entire amount of
currency withdrawn was
turned in.

The total value of notes
returned by the public was Rs
15.3 lakh crore or 99.3 per cent
of the total of Rs 15.4 lakh crore
of notes in circulation on
November 8, 2016. This raised
questions over the purpose of
a shock move that triggered a
sharp slowdown in the econo-
my and put the public to hard-
ship.

The outlawed currency
notes were replaced by new 500
and 2,000 rupee notes.
However, the 1,000 rupee note
was not reintroduced.

The demonetisation was

challenged in the Supreme
Court, which on Monday
upheld the legality by a major-
ity 4:1 verdict.

According to a written
reply, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman furnished
in the Lok Sabha on December
19, 2022, the value of NiC fell
over 20 per cent at end of
March 2017 to Rs 13.1 lakh
crore but has been on the rise
since.

It rose by 37.67 per cent to
Rs 18.03 lakh crore on March
31, 2018. The value of NiC
soared to Rs 21.10 lakh crore
on March 31, 2019, Rs 24.20
lakh crore on March 31, 2020,
Rs 28.26 lakh crore on March
31, 2021, and Rs 31.05 lakh
crore on March 31, 2022.
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India’s manufacturing sector
activity rose to a 13-month

high in December, supported
by healthy inflows of new
business and strong demand
conditions, according to a
monthly survey.

The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) stood
at 57.8 in December, up from
55.7 in November, as business
conditions improved to the
greatest extent in over two
years.

The December PMI data
pointed to an improvement in
overall operating conditions

for the 18th straight month. In
PMI parlance, a print above 50
means expansion while a score
below 50 indicates contraction.

“Following a promising
start to 2022, the Indian man-
ufacturing industry main-
tained a strong performance as
time progressed, wrapping the
year with the best expansion in
production seen since
November 2021,” Pollyanna
De Lima, Economics Associate
Director at S&P Global Market
Intelligence, said.

Hiring activity was
stretched to December, while
more inputs were acquired as
firms sought to supplement
production and add to their
inventories.
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India’s economy is expected to
navigate rough global weath-

er in 2023 due to resilient con-
sumer demand, better corpo-
rate performance and abating
of inflation, even as the year is
likely to be full of challenges
and opportunities, Assocham
said on Monday.

“While the global outlook
seems rather tough, the Indian
economy is set to stay on
steady ground, helped by
strong domestic demand, a
healthy financial sector and
improved corporate balance
sheets. Early signs of brighter
prospects of Rabi crops point
towards a robust performance
of agriculture, leaving an
improved second round effect
for several connected industries
like FMCG, tractors, two-
wheelers, speciality chemicals
and fertilisers,” Assocham
Secretary General Deepak
Sood stated.

While there is an over-
whelming consumer response
to contact services like travel,
hotels and transport, a positive
domino effect is visible in
transport, housing, power, elec-
tronics, discretionary con-

sumer goods and automobiles,
he added. 

“Our domestic demand is
bound to offset the risk of glob-
al demand slowdown...
However, we need to be watch-
ful about international cur-
rency fluctuations, particular-
ly in Emerging Economies,”
Sood said. 

As per the recent assess-
ment shared by the Reserve
Bank of India, the global econ-
omy is projected to grow by a
mere 2.7 per cent even as some
of the key developed
economies face recession, being
exasperated by their central
banks’ policies of monetary
tightening, he noted.

To an extent, the impact of

higher interest would be
reflected in the balance sheets
of Indian corporates as well. 

However, the corporate
sector is expected to continue
with the policy of deleveraging,
taking advantage of a resilient
stock market and reversal in
commodity prices, Sood
observed. 

“Despite global headwinds,
including recession, looming
large in several economies,
unabated geo-political situa-
tion, inflation, India is set to
register an economic expansion
between 6.8-7 per cent in the
financial year 2022-23. Going
forward, FY-24 should hold
steady,” the Assocham
Secretary General said.
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Unemployment rate in the
country has zoomed to a

high of 8.3 per cent in
December, the highest in 2022,
according to data from Centre
for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE).

The unemployment rate
during November was at 8 per
cent, while in September it was
the lowest at 6.43 per cent and
was at the second highest level
during the year at 8.28 per cent
in August, the CMIE data stat-
ed.

While the urban unem-
ployment rate was at 10 per
cent during the last month of
2022, rural joblessness stood at
7.5 per cent during December.

Among the states, unem-
ployment continued to be the
highest in Haryana at 37.4 per
cent in December, followed by
Rajasthan at 28.5 per cent,
Delhi 20.8 per cent, Bihar 19.1
per cent and Jharkhand 18 per
cent.

Analysing the data,
TeamLease Services co-founder
and executive vice president
Rituparna Chakraborty said

CMIE Unemployment report
at the face of it is an interest-
ing bouquet of bad news and
good news.

“One of the alarming pos-
sibilities for India given the
leading indicators of birth rate
and death rate and economic
prosperity is the fact that our
additions to the labour work-
force are likely to slow down
like it has happened in China
or in Europe and other devel-
oped economies,” she said.

The so-called demograph-
ic dividend could possibly
reach the end of the dividend
runaway in the near future and
hence unemployment going
up in the short-run on account
of increased labour workforce
participation can not be such a
bad thing after all, Chakraborty
noted.
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Equity benchmarks began
the New Year on a strong

note, with the Sensex climbing
327 points and the Nifty fin-
ishing near the 18,200-mark on
Monday as positive macro-
economic data and a firm
trend in European equities
bolstered investor sentiment.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 327.05 points or 0.54
per cent to settle at 61,167.79.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty advanced 92.15 points or
0.51 per cent to 18,197.45.

Tata Steel was the biggest
gainer in the Sensex pack,
vaulting 5.86 per cent, fol-
lowed by Tata Motors, ICICI
Bank, Mahindra & Mahindra,
Reliance Industries, Infosys,
NTPC and Bharti Airtel.

However, Asian Paints,
Titan, Tech Mahindra, Sun
Pharma, Bajaj Finance and SBI
were among the laggards, los-
ing as much as 1.47 per cent.

The market breadth was
firmly in favour of the bulls,
with 22 advances and only 8
declines.

Robust GST collections
last month indicate resilience of

the economy, said V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit Financial
Services.

The collections from
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
grew 15 per cent to Rs 1.49 lakh
crore in December 2022, indi-
cating improved manufactur-
ing output and consumption
demand, besides better com-
pliance.

India’s manufacturing sec-
tor activity rose to a 13-month
high in December, supported
by healthy inflows of new busi-
ness and strong demand con-
ditions, according to a month-
ly survey.

“Markets welcomed 2023
on a high spirit in the absence
of global cues. Strong macros
and expectations of healthy
corporate earnings provided

the support to domestic equi-
tes...

“Going forward, we expect
market to remain steady with
a positive bias ahead of the
December quarterly results
and run up to the crucial
Union Budget in February.
This should drive sector spe-
cific action in the market,”
said Siddhartha Khemka, Head
- Retail Research, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge rose 0.84
per cent and midcap index
advanced 0.57 per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
metal jumped 2.83 per cent,
telecommunication climbed
1.32 per cent, services (1.08 per
cent), commodities (1.23 per
cent), realty (0.99 per cent) and
industrials (0.76 per cent).
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Online gaming companies will not be allowed
to engage in betting on the outcome of

games under the principle laid in draft rules,
Minister of State for Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said on Monday.

The minister said that as of now, all per-
missible online gaming will need to be registered
with a self-regulatory organisation that will be
accountable to the online gaming rules. 

“As per the principles laid under the rule,
wagering on the outcome of game will not be
allowed. All online gaming companies will have
to register with the self-regulatory body that will
decide on the action required to be taken as per
the rules,” Chandrasekhar said. 

The Ministry of Electronics and IT has pub-
lished draft rules for online gaming companies
and has invited comments on the same by
January 17.

The government has proposed a self-regu-
latory mechanism, mandatory verification of
players and physical Indian address for online
gaming companies, according to the draft
online gaming rules.

Online gaming companies will be covered
under the new IT rules that were issued in 2021
for social media platforms.

Online gaming platforms are expected to
comply with the laws of the land, including any
such law that relates to gambling or betting.

“If you bet on an outcome of the game, it is
prohibited. The self-regulatory organisations will
develop filters and tests required to decide per-
missible gaming, be it a game of chance or game

of skills or anything else,” Chandrasekhar said.
He said that the objective of the rule is to

grow the online gaming sector and encourage
innovation. 

“We are not policing. Online gaming is USD
200 billion industry. India has a tremendous
amount of potential in terms of startups and
investments. Our goal is more and more invest-
ment comes in, startups in the gaming segment
grow,” Chandrasekhar said.

The draft rules prescribe additional due dili-
gence for companies by displaying a registration
mark on all online games registered by a self-
regulatory organisation (SRO) and informing its
users regarding its policy related to withdraw-
al or refund of the deposit, manner of deter-
mination and distribution of winnings, fees and
other charges payable and KYC procedure for
user account registration. 

On the verification requirement of children,
the minister said the finer details will evolve after
the consultation is over. 
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The rupee started the New
Year on a muted note,

declining 14 paise to close at
82.75 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday as rising
crude oil prices and sustained
foreign fund outflows weighed
on investor sentiment.

Forex traders said the sup-
port from firm domestic equi-
ties and weak American cur-
rency was negated by the gains
in crude oil prices and sus-
tained foreign fund outflows.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 82.66 against
the greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 82.56 and a
low of 82.78.

It finally settled at 82.75,
down 14 paise over its previous
close.

On the last trading day of
2022, the rupee had settled at
82.61.

“The Indian rupee started
the first trading day of the new

year with a small loss as many
markets remained closed on
account of the New year
Holiday.

“The rupee was unable to
hold the morning gains in
absence of inflows. The thin
trading volumes, stronger
domestic equities and better-
than-expected PMI readings
were falling short to support
the rupee,” said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

The near-term focus will
remain on the Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
meeting minutes, scheduled

to be released on Wednesday.
“Spot USD-INR is still

stuck in a three-week range of
82.50 to 82.95. We believe the
said range could be resolved by
the weekend as liquidity
returns with traders coming
back to their desks after the
New Year holiday,” Parmar
added.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, was trading 0.30 per cent
lower at 103.52.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude futures rose 2.94 per cent
to USD 85.91 per barrel.
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Awild swing in internation-
al oil prices in 2022 brought

back indirect fuel subsidies in
India in a setback to reforms,
but the nation won at crude
diplomacy as it refused to suc-
cumb to western pressures and
continued to buy oil from the
cheapest available source.

International oil prices have
been turbulent in the last cou-
ple of years. It dipped into the
negative zone at the start of the
pandemic in 2020 and swung
wildly in 2022 -- climbing to a
14-year high of nearly USD 140
per barrel in March 2022 after
Russia invaded Ukraine, before
sliding on weaker demand from
top importer China and worries
of an economic contraction.

But for a nation that is 85
per cent dependent on imports,
the spike meant adding to
already firming inflation and
derailing the economic recov-
ery from the pandemic.

So, state-owned fuel retail-

ers Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) froze
petrol and diesel prices for the
longest duration in at least two
decades. They stopped daily
price revision in early
November 2021 when rates
across the country hit an all-
time high, prompting the gov-
ernment to roll back a part of
the excise duty hike it had
effected during the pandemic to
take advantage of low oil prices.

The freeze continued into
2022 but the war-led spike in

international oil prices prompt-
ed a Rs 10 a litre hike in petrol
and diesel prices from mid-
March before another round of
excise duty cut rolled back all
of the Rs 13 a litre and Rs 16 per
litre increase in taxes on petrol
and diesel effected during the
pandemic.

That followed the current
price freeze that began on April
6 and still continues. The result
was while consumers were
insulated, the three firms suf-
fered a combined loss of Rs
21,000 crore in the first half of
the 2022-23 fiscal year, and
reforms took a backseat.
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The RBI on Monday said
state-owned SBI, along

with private sector lenders
ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank
continue to be Domestic
Systemically Important Banks
(D-SIBs) or institutions which
are ‘too big to fail’.

SIBs are perceived as banks
that are ‘too big to fail (TBTF)’.
This perception of TBTF cre-
ates an expectation of govern-
ment support for these lenders
in times of distress. Due to this,
these banks enjoy certain
advantages in the funding mar-
kets.

“SBI, ICICI Bank and
HDFC Bank continue to be
identified as Domestic
Systemically Important Banks
(D-SIBs), under the same buck-
eting structure as in the 2021
list of D-SIBs,” the Reserve
Bank said in a statement.

The additional Common
Equity Tier 1 (CET1) require-
ment for D-SIBs was phased-
in from April 1, 2016 and
became fully effective from
April 1, 2019.

The additional CET1
requirement will be in addition
to the capital conservation
buffer.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) had announced SBI and
ICICI Bank as D-SIBs in 2015
and 2016. Based on data col-
lected from banks as on March
31, 2017, HDFC Bank was
also classified as a D-SIB.
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Industry body IAMAI on
Monday termed the draft

digital personal data protec-
tion (DPDP) bill as industry-
friendly, lauding the more lib-
eralised framework for cross-
border data flows and the
exclusion of non-personal data
from the ambit of the pro-
posed norms.

The Internet and Mobile
Association of India, however,
urged the government to clear-

ly indicate reasonable time-
lines by which the various pro-
visions of the Bill will be

implemented.
“On behalf of its members,

the association has requested
the government to provide
clarifications regarding the
DPDP so that once it is passed
into an Act, there is better
compliance by IAMAI mem-
bers,” the association said in a
statement.

In particular, it said, there
are ambiguities over the time-
lines for implementing the
various provisions of the Bill
and mechanisms for obtaining

verifiable parental consent to
process the personal data of
children.

“As the inclusion of spe-
cific timelines will provide a
roadmap for the industry to
better comply with the Bill,
IAMAI has requested the gov-
ernment to clearly indicate
reasonable timelines by which
the various provisions of the
DPDP will be implemented
and to adopt a graded
approach to prescribing such
timelines,” IAMAI said.

-3$3-��	����
�����
��������	������+���������
������
���	�
��:��		.�����������������	�	�����������	���	�

��
�� 3����
�


ESAF Small Finance Bank, the leading social bank in India has
opened its news branch in Buldhana. Radheshyam Chandak,

Founder President of Buldhana Urban Co-op Credit Society inau-
gurated the branch. Nelson James, Regional Head of ESAF Small
Finance Bank presided over the function. 

The ATM counter was inaugurated by Dr. Sukesh Zamwar,
Chief Managing Director of Buldhana Urban Co-op Credit
Society and Cash Counter by Laxmikant Nagpure, Land Lord
of Premise. The expansion highlights the bank’s commitment to
delivering timely banking services to both the public and entre-
preneurs alike.
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Maruti Suzuki India’s pro-
duction in December

2022 was lower by 17.96 per
cent at 1,24,722 units, accord-
ing to a regulatory filing by the
company.

The company had a total
production of 1,52,029 units in
the same month a year ago.

Production in mini cars
and compact segment, com-
prising models such as Alto, S-
Presso, Baleno, Celerio, Dzire,
Ignis, Swift and WagonR, was

lower at 83,753 units last
month as compared to 1,06,090
units in December 2021.

Production of utility vehi-
cles, including Brezza, Ertiga,
Jimny, S-Cross and XL6, was
also lower at 27,303 units as
compared to 31,794 units in the
year-ago month, the filing
added.

*���"��:�J�2�@�������,"��%�#�����7?
�,�"��7+<G+><<��%�"���%��!,!��!�

%�
	������������	�����������	����������
���������������	��()(A��0�������



"�
(��55
���	�����	 	!"�#�$%  	&$�"$�% '�	()('

���■ �	E
��

Portugese superstar
Cristiano Ronaldo will be

unveiled before thousands of
fans at Saudi Arabia's Al Nassr
club on Tuesday, a spokesman
said, after sealing a shock
move estimated at more than
200 million euros.

The 37-year-old great, a
five-time winner of the Ballon
d'Or, will arrive late on
Monday with his family
together with media and tech-
nical staff, club spokesman Al-
Walid Al-Muhaidib said.

Ronaldo, who left
Manchester United under a
cloud after slamming the club
in a TV interview, will appear
at Al Nassr's 25,000-capacity
Mrsool Park stadium in
Riyadh at 7:00 pm (1600
GMT) on Tuesday, officials
said.

The latest, and possibly
final, chapter in an illustrious
career comes weeks after
Portugal's quarter-final exit
from the World Cup in neigh-
bouring Qatar, where his great
rival Lionel Messi lifted the tro-
phy with Argentina.

Ronaldo's signing until
June 2025 is just the latest foray
into top-level sports by oil-rich
Saudi, which has moved into
Formula One, boxing and golf
and snapped up English club
Newcastle United.

Critics have dubbed the
strategy "sportswashing" -- an
attempt by the conservative
country to distract attention
from its human rights record.

Al Nassr is expecting a full
stadium for the unveiling,
according to one official who
did not want to be named

because he was not authorised
to speak to media.

Ronaldo is by far the
biggest star to play in Saudi
Arabia, although other heavy-
weights including George
Weah, Pep Guardiola and Xavi
also had stints in the wealthy
Gulf in the twilight of their
careers.

Al Nassr, the nine-time
Saudi league champions, have
called Ronaldo's signing "more
than history in the making",
claiming he will inspire the rest
of the league and even the
country.

In a tweet, Saudi Sports
Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
Turki Al-Faisal pledged to
"support the rest of our clubs
for quality deals with interna-
tional stars soon".

United terminated
Ronaldo's contract during the
World Cup after an explosive
interview where he said he felt
"betrayed" by the club and had
no respect for coach Erik ten
Hag.

The Portuguese forward
has long been one of the top-
paid players in football, earn-
ing a reported salary of 31 mil-
lion euros at Juventus before
taking a pay-cut to rejoin
United.

Ronaldo has won five
Champions League titles
(2008, 2014, 2016, 2017,
2018), league titles in Italy
(2019, 2020) with Juventus, in
Spain (2012, 2017) with Real
Madrid and in England
(2007, 2008, 2009) with
United.
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Paris Saint-Germain, with-
out World Cup winner
Lionel Messi and Neymar,

lost for the first time in any com-
petition since March 20 last year
when they were defeated 3-1 at
Lens on Sunday.

"Lens deserved their win,"
said PSG coach Christophe
Galtier.

Lois Openda scored one
and set up another as Lens, who
have only lost once in Ligue 1
this season, closed the gap on
PSG at the top to four points
after 17 rounds.

"We are happy to be four
points behind," said Lens coach
Franck Haise. "This victory
proves that we can beat anyone
in this championship."

PSG's last loss was more
than nine months ago when
they fell 3-0 at Monaco in Ligue
1, although that still left them 12
points clear at the top of the
table.

On Sunday at Lens, PSG
were without Messi and sus-
pended Brazilian Neymar, but
Kylian Mbappe, the Golden
Boot winner in Qatar, received
a rousing welcome from the
Lens fans as he warmed up.

Galtier said he hoped
French fans would give Messi a
similar reception.

"He's going to join us on
January 3, in 48 hours," said
Galtier. "I hope Leo will be well

received. He won the most
beautiful trophy by being very
good. We know he's a great and
decisive player so we hope he'll
be well received obviously."

"Kylian worked had," said
Galtier. "He showed a very good
attitude." "Leo and 'Ney' were not
there but that is no excuse."

Lens took the lead after five
minutes when PSG goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma
blocked an effort from Massadio
Haidara to Przemyslaw
Frankowski who scored.

Hugo Ekitike replied three
minutes later, swinging hard as

Brice Samba dived to gather a
cross and driving the ball
through the Lens goalkeeper's
grasp.

Lens took control after 28
minutes. Seko Fofana won pos-
session on the edge of his own
box, drove through a couple of
challenges then measured a pass
between the PSG central defend-
ers to Openda. The Belgium
sprinted clear, and squeezed a
shot under Donnarumma.

Lens pressed from the start
of the second half and in the
48th minute won possession
deep in the PSG half.

The ball reached Openda in
the box, his backheel left the
defence flat-footed and allowed
Alexis Claude Maurice to take a
touch and score from close
range.
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The French league normal-

ly takes the holiday season off
but with matches to make up fol-
lowing the World Cup, it played
one round immediately after
Christmas and another on
Sunday and Monday.

They have dubbed the
games 'Celebration Week', in

English, as a nod to the English
tradition of Boxing Day games,
but many fans are suspicious or
hostile. Among protest banners
unfurled by fans in an almost
empty stand at Nantes, where
the home team beat Auxerre 1-
0, was one that complained that
the league and broadcasters
were "killing" them.

In Monaco, Aleksandr
Golovin smashed in the only
goal from outside the penalty
area as the home team did just
enough to beat Brest 1-0 and
tighten their grip on fourth
place.

���■ :
�.�:

Brazilians bid a final farewell
this week to football giant

Pele, starting Monday with a
24-hour public wake at the sta-
dium of his long-time team,
Santos.

The oceanside home of
the team nicknamed "Peixe" -
- "fish" in Portuguese -- is
expecting a huge influx of fans
looking to honor the "King" of
football, who died aged 82 on
Thursday after a long battle
with cancer.

Stadium doors will open at
10:00 am local time (1300
GMT). The coffin bearing the
remains of the only player to
have won three World Cups
will be displayed in the center
of the field.

Known as Vila Belmiro
after the neighborhood where
it is located, the black-and-
white stadium has a capacity of
16,000 people.

In the stands, three giant

flags could be seen Sunday, one
with an image of Pele display-
ing the famous number 10 on
his jersey.

Another bore the message
"Long live the king"; the third
said simply, "Pele 82 years."

Entry to the stadium will
be allowed until 10:00 am
Tuesday, officials said.

After that, a procession
will be held through the
streets of Santos, a port city
about 75 kilometers (47
miles) from the state capital
Sao Paulo.

The parade will pass the
house of Pele's mother, 100-
year-old Celeste Arantes, who
is unaware that her world-
famous son has died.

"She doesn't know," Pele's
sister Maria Lucia do
Nascimento told ESPN on
Friday. "She is not conscious."

The procession will end at
a cemetery in Santos, where
Pele will be interred in a spe-
cial mausoleum.
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Born Edson Arantes do

Nascimento, Pele is widely
considered to have been the
best player yet of the beautiful
game.

His death sparked a glob-
al outpouring of tributes, with
his native Brazil holding three
days of national mourning.

He scored 1,283 goals in a
career of 21 years, most of them
played at Santos.

Wreaths of flowers left by
his fans have brought a splash
of color to Vila Belmiro, which
houses a bust and a statue of the
football great.

Silvio Neves Souza, an elec-
trician on holiday from Sao
Paulo, took a moment Sunday
to visit the stadium since he will
not be able to attend the offi-
cial ceremony.

"I'm sure a lot of people will
come to the wake, not just old
people who saw him play, but
also young people," the 54-
year-old said.

Elsewhere in the city, ban-
ners with Pele's face decorate
another monument erected in
his likeness.

"I loved the world with the
ball at my feet," read one sign.

At the headquarters of the
Brazilian Football
Confederation in Rio de
Janeiro, a giant poster with
Pele's image bears the word
"eternal."

And at the inauguration
on Sunday of  Brazi l ' s
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva, the ceremony began
with a minute's silence in
Pele's memory.

Military police in Sao
Paulo state, where digital street
screens also pay tribute to the
prolific striker, said there would
be a "robust" deployment for
the posthumous tributes.

Security will be strength-
ened at Congonhas airport in
Sao Paulo ahead of the expect-
ed arrival of throngs of athletes,
politicians, dignitaries and fans
for the wake.
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Pele had been hospitalized

at the Albert Einstein Hospital
for a month until his death on
December 29.

"We were with him" on
December 21, his sister
recounted. "It was very quiet,
we talked a little, but I already
sensed that he was feeling it, he
already knew he was leaving."

Born on October 23, 1940,
Pele grew up selling peanuts on
the street to help his impover-
ished family.

He got his famous nick-

name after mispronouncing
Bile, the name of a goalkeeper
at Vasco de Sao Lourenco,
where his footballer father
once played.

Pele exploded onto the
scene at age 15, when he start-
ed playing professionally with
Santos.

At just 17, he helped Brazil
to its first World Cup champi-
onship, in 1958.

That was followed by
World Cup titles in 1962 and
1970. The latter marked the
pinnacle of his career, as he
starred on what many consid-
er the greatest team of all time.

Pele had been in increas-
ingly fragile health in recent
years.

He remained active on
social media, cheering on
Brazil during the World Cup in
Qatar and consoling the pre-
tournament favorites when
they were eliminated in the
quarter-finals just three weeks
before his death.
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Reigning Australian Open
champion Rafael Nadal

said he was "not too alarmed"
on Monday after he lost a sec-
ond straight singles match in
the United Cup warm up event.

"Honestly, I'm not too
alarmed or too negative about
what happened. There was a
real chance to lose these kinds
of matches," said Nadal after
falling to Alex de Minaur in
Sydney.

"There is room to improve.
I really believe I can do it."

Nadal dropped six consec-
utive games after leading a set
and 1-0 against de Minaur as
the Australian turned the
match around for a 3-6, 6-1, 7-
5 upset in Sydney.

Nadal also lost to Cameron
Norrie in his country's first tie
at the mixed-teams event as
Spain were beaten by Great
Britain at the weekend.

With his singles run over
at the inaugural edition of the

competition, being played in
three cities, 22-time Grand
Slam winner Nadal is keen to
get to Melbourne and train for
his Open title defence starting
in a fortnight.

"I have two weeks before
the start," Nadal said. "I can't
say the situation is ideal, but I
can't say that it's very negative.

"For moments I was play-

ing well, two matches are going
to help. I arrived needing a lit-
tle bit more time."

The veteran said he was
outplayed by world number 24
De Minaur.

"He played better in the
important moments. I had my
chances but I made important
mistakes at those moments
that I can't do if I want to win.”
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Australian qualifier Alexei
Popyrin stunned second

seed Felix Auger-Aliassime in
the first round of the season-
opening Adelaide International
on Monday as Novak Djokovic
was given a hero's welcome in
a rare doubles appearance.

On a day of upsets, world
number 11 Holger Rune also
crashed out, as did women's
third seed Daria Kasatkina.

Canada's Auger-Aliassime
was in top form towards the
end of 2022, winning three
tournaments in October and
November before leading

Canada to Davis Cup glory
when they beat Australia in the
final. He rose to number six in
the world and said before the
tournament he wanted to ride
the wave of momentum into
the 2023 season. But he came
unstuck against Popyrin, who
dropped out of the top 100 last
year, slumping 6-4, 7-6 (7/5).

The 23-year-old Australian
attacked at every opportunity,
hitting 32 winners, including
12 aces. Popyrin now plays
American Marcos Giron who
beat French veteran Richard
Gasquet 7-6 (7/5), 6-7 (6/8), 7-
5 on Sunday.

Japan's Yoshihito Nishikori

downed fifth seed Rune -- the
ATP Newcomer of the Year in
2022 after claiming three titles
-- in three sets.

Rune, 19, won the first set
comfortably but his serve went
off the boil and Nishikori came
back to win the next two and
take the match 2-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Earlier, fans gave Djokovic
a raucous welcome during his
first match in Australia in
almost two years.

Playing with Canada's
Vasek Pospisil, they lost to
doubles specialists Tomislav
Brkic and Gonzalo Escobar 4-
6, 6-3, 10/5 but enjoyed over-
whelming crowd support.
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Manas Dhamne, all of 15,
made an impression with

his fearless approach before
being overpowerd by Michael
Mmoh in the men's singles first
round of the Tata Open
Maharashtra here on Monday.

Given a wild card entry
into the premier tennis tourna-

ment, Dhamne got a taste of
high level tennis on the open-
ing day of the ATP250 event,
before exiting the tournament
with a 2-6, 4-6 defeat against
the world number 115.

Up against a physically
stronger and technically supe-
rior opponent, Dhamne gave a
glimpse of what he could bring
to the table as he grows up and
matures.

He did not have the legs to
win those intense rallies and
lacked power to trouble his
rival consistently but showed a
lot of heart for a fight and that
vindicated his wild card entry.

"I was not expecting that
(fight). He caught me by sur-
prise. He has a bright future
ahead," said 24-year-old Mmoh
while praising the teenager.

Dhame had the home fan
interested in the fourth game of
the opening set when he hit a
stunning backhand passing
winner and followed that up
with a solid forehand which
Mmoh netted to earn two
break points.

The American though
came out serving strong to hold
and made it a one-way traffic
after that.

Dhamne also used drop
shots and backhand slice,
showing presence of mind but
lacked execution at times. His
intermittent winners prevent-
ed the match from being bland.
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Struggling former world
number two Alexander

Zverev crashed to a second
straight defeat of the season
Monday at the United Cup,
dismissed by American
Taylor Fritz in just 64 min-
utes.

The German two-time
ATP Finals champion
slumped 6-1, 6-4 to the world
number nine in Sydney as he
continued his return from
serious injury.

It followed a straight-sets
loss to 81st-ranked Czech
Jiri Lehecka on Saturday in
his first competitive match
since tearing three right ankle
ligaments during his French
Open semi-final against
Rafael Nadal in June.

"I've just been practising,
kind of dialling in some of the

things that didn't feel great for
me in the first match," said
Fritz, referring to his opening
United Cup win, also against
Lehecka. "I'm still working,
practising and trying to
improve.

"I love playing team com-
petition, I've always per-
formed in team events," he
added. "It brings a different
energy."

Fritz had a breakthrough
year in 2022, beating Rafael
Nadal in the final at Indian
Wells to go with titles in
Tokyo and Eastbourne.

The mixed team tourna-
ment features 18 countries
playing in Sydney, Brisbane
and Perth.

The winners of the two
groups in each city advance to
a City Final on Wednesday,
with whoever comes through
that making the final four.
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INDIA PREPARE FOR LIFE WITHOUT ‘BIG THREE’
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New Zealand pacer Adam
Milne on Monday with-

drew himself from the white-ball
tours of Pakistan and India due
to lack of preparation.

Milne finished the recent
home series against India with
a tight hamstring and subse-
quently had his return delayed
for the Wellington Firebirds,
missing two Ford Trophy
matches in December.

Despite playing the first
two games of the Dream11
Super Smash season for the
Firebirds, the prospect of six
ODIs in 16 days across Pakistan
and India was considered too big
of a risk. A decision was there-
fore made, by mutual agree-
ment, to replace Milne with
Central Stags pace bowler Blair
Tickner, who is already in
Pakistan with the Test team.

New Zealand selector Gavin
Larsen said the decision wasn't

an easy one.
“Adam was very up front

with us about his concerns
around the lack of one-day
bowling loading for the upcom-
ing tours,” Larsen said in a New
Zealand Cricket statement.

“After chatting to him, we
agreed his preparation leading
into the tour wouldn't be suffi-
cient for him to cope with the
demands of back-to-back, three-
game ODI series.

“We appreciate his honesty
and his genuine desire not to let
the team down.”

Milne will continue to play
for the Wellington Firebirds
when available for the remain-
der of the home summer.

Larsen said Tickner, who
has six ODIs to his name, was a
ready-made replacement.

The ODI players depart
New Zealand for Pakistan on
January 4. The India series
comprising three ODIs and as
many T20s begins January 18.
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Rishabh Pant's absence from
the national team would

definitely have a huge impact
on the side's balance but all that
new T20 skipper Hardik
Pandya can think of right now
is "speedy recovery" of his
teammate.

A game-changer like Pant,
on Friday, encountered a hor-
rifying accident when he lost
control of his car while driving
on NH-58 and is currently
admitted in Max Dehradun
with multiple injuries on head,
back, knee and ankle. He was
on Monday shifted from ICU
to a private ward.

The injuries, especially the
ones on knee and ankle, will
keep him out of action for a
minimum period of six
months. When Hardik was
asked about Pant, he was full
of empathy even as he put
things into perspective.

"What happened is very

unfortunate. No one had any
control about it and as a team,
we wish him (Pant) all the best.
Our love and prayers are
always with him and we wish
he has a speedy recovery,"
Hardik said. Hardik then went
on to underline the importance
of a player of Pant's calibre in
the Indian team's set-up.

"Obviously, he was very
important but now everyone
knows where the situation
stands. If Rishabh would also
have been there, it would have
made a big difference, yes,
because of the kind of player he
is. But now that he is not there,
it is something, we can't con-
trol," Hardik added.

The skipper wants all
those who will be getting
opportunities in the absence of
Pant to use them to the fullest.

"There are a lot of people
who can get opportunities.
Let's see what future has kept
for us and move forward with
it," he stated.
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Hardik Pandya will be
expected to begin his
full-time T20 captaincy

tenure on a bold note as the
Indian T20 team prepares to
start its life beyond Virat Kohli,
Rohit Sharma and KL Rahul
with the three match series
against Sri Lanka, beginning
here on Tuesday. The followers
of Indian cricket got more than
glimpse of Hardik's vision for the
team when led the team to vic-
tory in the rain-hit T20 series in
New Zealand.

In an ODI World Cup year,
the shortest format is not prior-
ity for the Indian team but the
series will allow Hardik to start
planning for the future, specif-
ically the 2024 T20 World Cup.

India's famed top three —
Rohit, Kohli and Rahul — are
not part of the squad and irre-
spective of their T20 future , the
team must prepare for life with-
out them. The problem with the
current Indian T20 team in
recent past, has been distinct
lack of intent and ability to play
fearless cricket.

The idea of self preservation
at the cost of impactful perfor-
mance was hurting the team for

a long time and perhaps the
poor show in the T20 World
Cup became the last straw.
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Rishabh Pant, who suffered

a horrific car crash last week,
opened for the team in New
Zealand alongside Ishan Kishan.
Pant was anyway not picked for
the Sri Lanka series, making
Kishan and Ruturaj Gaikwad
opening combination most like-
ly for the first T20 at the high-
scoring Wankhede Stadium.

Both Kishan and Gaikwad
have been bonafide IPL stars for
a past few years and this is their
real chance to show their wares
without worrying about their
place in the side.

With next T20 World Cup
at least 18 months away, the duo
is expected to get a fair run
although the number of T20
Internationals this year is less
than 15 with ODI gaining more
precedence.

Shubman Gill, who is yet to
make his T20 debut, is another
opening option for Hardik.

At number three, the skip-
per will rely on the brilliance of
world's No. 1 batter Suryakumar
Yadav. With Hardik keen to have
six bowling options in the play-

ing eleven, Deepak Hooda could
be a likely starter for Tuesday's
game. The management will
have to choose between Sanju
Samson and uncapped Rahul
Tripathi for the one spot in the
middle order. Tripathi has been
warming the bench for a while
now and it could continue
against Sri Lanka but Samson on
account of experience should get
a first go.

Though uncapped Shivam
Mavi and Mukesh Kumar have
been included in the squad, the
likely pace bowling trio will be
of Arshdeep Singh, Harshal
Patel and Umran Malik.

India could also pack in
more all-rounders in the team
with the option of Washington
Sundar and Axar Patel. Specialist
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal is
expected to play in the series
opener.

Reigning Asia Cup champi-
ons Sri Lanka will be no
pushovers for India even in
their own conditions. Sri Lanka
have rewarded the star per-
formers of the Lanka Premier
League — Avishka Fernando,
Chamika Karunaratne and
Sadeera Samarawickrama — by
including them in the team for
the India series.

Both Fernando and Karu-
naratne have made a comeback
and will be looking to make an
impactful contribution. Bhan-
uka Rajapaksa will be their key
batter in the middle-order.
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India: Hardik Pandya (captain),
Ishan Kishan (wk), Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Shubman Gill,
Suryakumar Yadav (VC),
Deepak Hooda, Rahul Tripathi,
Sanju Samson, Washington
Sundar, Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar
Patel, Arshdeep Singh, Harshal
Patel, Umran Malik, Shivam
Mavi, Mukesh Kumar.
Sri Lanka: Dasun Shanaka (C),
Pathum Nissanka, Avishka
Fernando, Sadeera Samara-
wickrama, Kusal Mendis (VC
for ODIs), Bhanuka Rajapaksa
(only for T20Is), Charith
Asalanka, Dhananjaya de Silva,
Wanindu Hasaranga (VC for
T20Is), Ashen Bandara,
Maheesh Theekshana, Jeffrey
Vandersay (only for ODIs),
Chamika Karunaratne, Dilshan
Madushanka, Kasun Rajitha,
Nuwanidu Fernando (only for
ODIs), Dunith Wellalage,
Pramod Madushan, Lahiru
Kumara, Nuwan Thushara (only
for T20Is).


