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In a new revelation in the
Anjali Singh hit and drag

case, the Delhi Police on
Thursday said it is now look-
ing for two more people, sus-
pected of having shielded the
accused and seen in CCTV
footage.

At the same time, the
police claimed it found no
connection between the victim
and the five accused, who were
remanded in police custody for
four days by a city court.
Family members and neigh-

bours of the victim, meanwhile,
held a protest outside the
Sultanpuri Police Station
demanding capital punishment

for the culprits. 
Addressing a Press confer-

ence, Special Commissioner
of Police (Law and Order)

Sagar Preet Hooda said, “We
have scientific evidence. They
tried to cover up for the peo-
ple who committed the grue-
some crime. 

“The two suspects are
Ashutosh, the owner of the car,
and Ankush, the brother of one
of the accused Amit.”

He said 18 teams are work-
ing on probing the case and all
angles are being looked into.
Hooda also sought to dismiss
claims by Anjali’s family that
they never heard or met her
“friend” Nidhi. 

Hooda said around 25 to
30 calls were exchanged
between Anjali and Nidhi from
December 29-31. 

Nidhi had fled the spot
after the accident and did not
inform anyone about her
friend’s plight.

Continued on Page 2

	���� 
��������	����

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday

declared that the Ram Mandir
in Ayodhya will be ready by
January 1 next year.

Addressing a public rally
here in poll-bound Tripura,
Shah held the Congress respon-
sible for delaying the con-
struction of the Ram temple
through a series of unending
litigations and hailed the Modi
Government for clearing the
deck for its construction.

“Congress dragged the
issue for years...from one court
to another...from session court
to high court, then to Supreme
Court...then back to the session
court,” Shah said, adding, “But
Prime Minister   Narendra
Modi fulfilled the aspiration of
the people by laying foundation
for the temple  after    apex
court settled the dispute.”

Taunting Rahul Gandhi
for his oft-repeated jibe that the
BJP raised the slogans that
“mandir wahi banayege but
date nahi batayege,” Shah said,
“Rahul Baba, listen from
Sabroom, that a mammoth
Ram Mandir will be ready on
January 1, 2024.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi performed the “Bhoomi
puja” for the construction of the
temple on August 5, 2020. At

Sabroom in South Tripura dis-
trict, Shah flagged off a BJP
rath yatra, the second one dur-
ing the day after Dharmanagar
in North Tripura district, aimed
at highlighting the State
Government’s achievements
ahead of the Assembly elections
due early this year.

The BJP is facing a serious
challenge in Tripura  in the
run-up to the polls as a score
of MLAs have quit the saffron
outfit. The BJP is also wary of
the rise of the Tipraha
Indigenous Progressive
Regional Alliance (TIPRA
Motha) which may impact the
outcome in 20 tribal-domi-
nated seats in Tripura.

Reacting to Shah's

announcement, Congress
leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury termed it as the
roll-out of the “election slogan
for 2024.”

The Trinamool Congress
which too is trying to get a
foothold in Tripura as well as
other North-Eastern States,
said the BJP should not try to
claim political mileage out of
the temple's construction. 

Asserting that the country
was safe in the hands of Modi,
the Union Home Minister said,
“Ten days after the Pulwama
incident in Kashmir, Indian
soldiers went inside Pakistan
and carried out a successful
operation under Modi’s lead-
ership.” 
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday acted as a “sav-

ior” to about 5,000 families
who faced eviction in the bit-
ing cold from alleged Indian
Railways’ land at Haldwani
and had nowhere to go.

The court cited funda-
mental human consideration
for its reason to stay the
Uttarakhand High Court order
for the removal of encroach-
ments from 29 acres claimed by
the Railways in Haldwani.

Justices SK Kaul and AS
Oka said 50,000 people cannot
be uprooted overnight and
noted that some people have
titles over 60 years and also
suggested workable solutions,
practical ways and rehabilita-
tions.  The bench also observed
it may not be correct to say to
bring in paramilitary forces to
dispossess these people. 

The apex court issued
notices to the Railways and the
Uttarakhand Government
seeking their responses to a
batch of pleas challenging the
High Court order for removal
of encroachments. 

According to the Eailways,
there are 4,365 encroachers
on the land, while the occu-
pants are holding protests at
Haldwani asserting they are its
rightful owners. 

Nearly 50,000 people, a
majority of them Muslims,
belonging to over 4,000 fami-
lies reside on the disputed
land. “Issue notice. In the
meantime, there shall be stay of
directions passed in the
impugned order,” said the
bench, which posted the mat-
ter for further hearing on

February 7.
“We do believe that a work-

able arrangement is necessary
to segregate people who may
have no rights on the land....
Coupled with schemes of reha-
bilitation which may already
exist while recognising the
need of the railways,” the bench
said. “We have not stayed the
proceedings and only the direc-
tions of the High Court have
been stayed,” the court clarified. 

The court also said there
shall be no further construction
or development on the disput-

ed land. 
Justice Kaul said since peo-

ple sought to be removed have
stayed there for so many years,
some rehabilitation has to be
found for them. “Even let us
assume for the sake of argu-
ments, it is completely Railways
land, some scheme will have to
be done,” said the judge. The
bench was hearing a series of
petitions filed by the people
from Haldwani, represented
by noted lawyers Salman
Khurshid, Prashant Bhushan
and Colin Gonsalves.

Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Railways,
said the land belongs to the
Railways and 4,365 unautho-
rised occupants have been
identified.

On this, the bench said
these people have claimed they
have the leases and also the
properties of those, who
migrated in 1947, were auc-
tioned and, in that process, they
have got the properties. 

“What is troubling us is
this. One, how do you deal with
a scenario where people may
have purchased in the auction...
If the people have acquired the
title, how will you do it?” the
court asked the railways. 

“We are trying to tell you,
find out some solution. This is
a human issue,” the bench said,
adding, “Somebody has to
examine whether somebody
is entitled for rehabilitation.”
“But there are multiple angles
arising from the nature of the
land, ownership of the land, the
nature of rights conferred...,” it
acknowledged. 

Bhati said it should be
considered how critical the
land is for development of the
area and the railway station
there is really the gateway to
entire Uttarakhand. She said
the railways cannot expand at
the Kathgodam station which
is just five km away from
Haldwani.
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As entire north India reeled
under bone-chilling cold

and dense fog, the minimum
temperature dropped to three
degrees Celsius in Delhi — the
lowest in January in two year.
The dense fog acted as a dou-
ble whammy for Delhi com-
muters as visibility levels came
down to 50 metres around
5.30 am.

Cold wave and cold day
conditions are predicted to
continue for the next 24 hours,
though there will be some
improvement under the influ-
ence of a fresh Western
Disturbance that is likely to
affect northwest India starting
January 7, a senior IMD official
said. However, he cautioned
that  similar  intense cold wave
could return after January 13
and may last for days.

In the plains, the Met office
declares a cold wave if the min-
imum temperature dips to four
degrees Celsius or when the
minimum temperature is 10

degrees or below and is 4.5
notches below the normal.

According to the weather
office, “very dense” fog is when
visibility is between 0 and 50
metres, 51 and 200 metres is
“dense”, 201 and 500 metres
“moderate”, and 501 and 1,000
metres “shallow”.

The  IMD said dense to
very dense fog and cold day

conditions were very likely to
continue over northwest India
during the next four to five
days. 

According to the IMD
weather forecast, dense to very
dense fog may occur over part
of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, isolated pockets of
Rajasthan, Bihar, Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,

Uttarakhand, and north
Madhya Pradesh in the next 2-
3 days. A severe cold wave is
when the minimum tempera-
ture dips to two degrees Celsius
or the departure from the nor-
mal is more than 6.4 degrees.

Thankfully, so far the fog
has not thrown into disarray
train and flight operations.
While 12 trains were delayed by
one-and-a-half to six hours
and two rescheduled due to the
foggy weather, all flight oper-
ations were near normal.

In a fog advisory alert, the
Delhi airport said low visibili-
ty procedures were in progress.
“All flight operations are
presently normal. Passengers
are requested to contact the air-
line concerned for updated
flight information,” the advi-
sory read. The Safdarjung
observatory, Delhi’s primary
weather station, logged a min-
imum temperature of three
degrees Celsius against 4.4
degrees on Wednesday and
8.5 degrees on Tuesday.

Continued on Page 2
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Giving in to the protest by
the Jain community over

designating their main shrine
Sammed Shikharji Tirth in
Jharkhand as an eco tourism
destination, the Central
Government on Thursday
ordered for stopping all simi-
lar efforts in the greater
Parasnath Hills where the tem-
ple is located.

Meanwhile, the Congress
party has called for withdraw-
al of the notification declaring
the site as “eco-tourism zone”
which was issued in 2019 by the
then BJP Government.

Earlier in the morning,
Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren wrote to the
Centre to seek “appropriate
decisions” on its 2019 notifi-
cation. Soren wrote that the
State’s 2021 tourism policy —
it is also being opposed by the
community — is for forming a
management board that can
better manage the shrine.

Following opposition from

the community, the Centre has
also instructed the State
Government to take harsh
action against forbidden behav-
iours like drinking alcohol or
“defiling of locations of reli-
gious and cultural value” or
ecological harm.

Jain community leaders
have been expressing reserva-
tion against the notification,
fearing that designating the
place as a tourist destination

may “hurt its sanctity”.
Sammed Shikharji in Parasnath
Hills in Giridih district, home
to the highest peak in the 
State some 160 km from
Ranchi, is among the holiest
places of the Jains, including for
both Digambaras and
Shwetambars sects, as 20 of the
24 Jain tirthankaras attained
“moksha” (salvation) in this
location.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court ruled on
Thursday that the period of

parole granted to a prisoner is
to be excluded from the sen-
tence while considering his
premature release.

Upholding a Bombay High
Court order, a bench of justices
M R Shah and C T Ravikumar
said if the period is included in
the sentence, then a prisoner
who may be influential may get
parole a number of times.

“If the submission on
behalf of the prisoners that the
period of parole is to be includ-
ed while considering 14 years
of actual imprisonment is
accepted, in that case, any pris-
oner who may be influential
may get parole for a number of
times as there is no restrictions
and it can be granted a num-
ber of times and if the sub-
mission on behalf of the pris-
oners is accepted, it may defeat
the very objective of sentence.”

Continued on Page 2
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While the aviation regula-
tor DGCA has pulled up

Air India for its inaction over
a urination incident on New
York-Paris flight on November
26 last year, another mid-air
peeing incident has come to the
fore on Paris-Delhi Air India
flight 142 where a drunken
man allegedly urinated on the
blanket of a female passenger.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued a show-cause notice to
Air India officials and the crew
onboard the New York-Paris
flight in connection with the
incident saying the airline’s
conduct was “unprofessional”
and led to “systemic failure”. 

The notices said why
action should not be taken
against Air India officials the
and crew members for dere-

liction of duty.
The drunken man who

urinated on a female passenger
has been identified as Shekhar
Mishra. He is yet to be arrest-
ed. 

Mishra is a businessman
hailing from Mumbai’s Mira
Road area and the efforts are on
to nab him. According to the
Delhi Police, Mishra is cur-
rently not present in his
Mumbai’s residence.  “If the
suspect doesn’t cooperate then
the police will send a look-out
circular (LOC),” said the Delhi

Police officials.
The DGCA sought the

details of the incident from Air
India and on the basis of reply
of the airline, prima facie it
emerges that provisions relat-
ed to handling of an unruly
passenger on-board have not
been complied with. 

“The conduct of the con-
cerned airline appears to be
unprofessional and has led to
a systemic failure. Prima facie
it lacks appreciation of regula-
tory obligations as described in
applicable Aircraft Rules 1937,
Civil Aviation Requirements on
‘Handling of Unruly
Passengers’, Cabin Safety
Circular, Air India Operations
Manual, Air India Safety and
Emergency Procedure Manual
and Air India Quick Reference
Handbook and is devoid of
empathy,” it said.

Continued on Page 2
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The police said  Amit did not have a driving license and after

he informed Ankush about the accident, his brother convinced
Deepak, who is a Gramin Seva driver, to tell police that he was
behind the wheel on the fateful day..He said Ashutosh and Ankush
were not in the car.

The police said Ashutosh also misled them by claiming that
Deepak took the car when it was Amit, who had driven the car. 

Deepak also happens to be Amit and Ankush’s cousin, Hooda
said.

When questioned about any link between the accused and
victim, the senior officer said, “There was no connection between
accused and victim and accused and eyewitnesses. This is what
has been revealed so far in the investigation. The accused will
be produced before the court on Thursday and we will request
the court for police custody.” 

The officer said that all five accused are being interrogated.
Hooda said the incident occurred between 2.04 am to 2.06

am, while the body was found around 4.15 am.  “Footage is emerg-
ing and we are also investigating the matter,” he added.
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According to DGCA, show

cause notices have been issued
to Air India’s Accountable
Manager, Director in-flight
Services, all the pilots and
cabin crew members of that
flight as to why enforcement
action should not be taken
against them for dereliction of
their regulatory obligations.

They have been given two
weeks time to submit their
reply to DGCA and based on
that further action will be
taken. Air India in its reply to
DGCA said its cabin crew
received a complaint from a
female passenger on board AI
102 of November 26,  that a
male co-passenger had soiled
her clothes and bags etc by
relieving himself near the seat
she was in. “The crew assisted
the female passenger to a dif-
ferent seat in the same class and

provided a set of dry clothes
and slippers. The female pas-
senger initially requested that
action be taken against the
offender upon arrival, howev-
er subsequently rescinded her
request after the two parties
appeared to sort the matter out
between them. 

Cabin crew reported the
incident to the Commander
and logged it in the Voyage
Report. As there was no further
flare up or confrontation, and
respecting the perceived wish-
es of the female passenger,
crew elected not to summon
law enforcement upon land-
ing,” Air India said.

“The aggrieved passenger
has been refunded the fare for
the sector she was travelling on
that flight. We have also been
in regular contact with the
aggrieved passenger and her
family during the investigation

and reporting process,” it
added. The Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) also direct-
ed the airline to conduct an
internal probe into the matter
and submit the report as soon
as possible.

Meanwhile, yet  another
mid air peeing incident has
come to the fore on Paris-Delhi
Air India flight 142 where a
drunken man allegedly urinat-
ed on the blanket of a female
passenger.  The pilot of the air-
craft reported the matter to the
Air Traffic Control (ATC) at
the Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport about it, follow-
ing which the male passenger
was apprehended. 

The incident took place on
December 6.  No action was
taken as male passenger gave a
written apology. It is not known
which class the passengers
were travelling in.
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Delhi’s minimum

temperature was lower than
Dalhousie (4.9 degrees Celsius),
Dharamshala (5.2 degrees),
Kangra (3.2 degrees), Shimla
(3.7 degrees), Dehradun (4.6
degrees), Mussoorie (4.4
degrees) and Nainital (6.2
degrees).

The weather stations at
Lodhi Road, Ayanagar and
Ridge in Delhi recorded min-
imum temperatures of 2.8
degrees Celsius, 2.2 degrees and
2.8 degrees, respectively.

The cold snap is expected
to strain power grids and pose
challenges to the homeless.

As people gathered around
bonfires across the city, the
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee on Wednesday
advised residents’ welfare asso-
ciations, institutions and other

establishments to provide elec-
tric heaters, blankets and warm
clothes to security guards to
prevent open burning of bio-
mass that leads to pollution.

The Met office had on
Wednesday issued an orange
alert for Delhi-NCR for
Thursday and Friday.

The IMD uses four colour
codes for weather warnings --
green (no action needed), yel-
low (watch and stay updated),
orange (be prepared) and red
(take action).

A cold day is when the
minimum temperature is less
than or equal to 10 degrees
Celsius below the normal and
the maximum temperature is at
least 4.5 degrees below the
normal. A severe cold day is
when the maximum is 6.5
degrees Celsius or more below
the normal.
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Three  days ago hundreds of Jains gathered  at India Gate

here, protesting the decision to designate  the shrine as an eco
tourism destination.  They  submitted a memorandum in this
regard to President Draupadi Murmu and Home Minister Amit
Shah.

Jharkhand’s Tourism Secretary in a letter, written a few days
ago, had intimated the Centre that as per the notification, a board
is being set up to better manage the shrine following its decla-
ration as a tourism site. The Board will have six non-government
members who are being chosen from the Jain community, the
letter said, adding that the community’s opposition was to declar-
ing Parasnath Hills, where the shrine is located, as an “eco tourism”
area. The letter to the Union Environment Ministry came days
after the Ministry wrote to the State asking it to “recommend
necessary modifications for further needful action”.

0��� ��	�3
“We are of the firm view

that for the purpose of consid-
ering actual imprisonment, the
period of parole is to be exclud-
ed. We are in complete agree-
ment with the view taken by
the high court holding so,” the
bench said.

The top court was
hearing an appeal filed by
some convicts undergoing life
imprisonment, who were
released on parole under the
provisions of the Goa Prisons
Rules, 2006.

All the petitioners
had applied for a premature
release under the 2006 rules
and the State Sentence Revenue
Board had recommended their
premature release.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Thursday slammed the BJP
for trying to defame Bengal by
feeding fake stories to the
media. Claiming that stones
were pelted at the Vande Bharat
Express not in Bengal but in
Bihar, Banerjee said that the
people of Bihar must have
been unhappy over some deci-
sion of the Centre and hence
they had resorted to stone-pelt-
ing.

“Some people are feeding
false stories to the media in
order to defame Bengal saying
stones were pelted at the Vande
Bharat Express … now it has
been revealed that the stones
were actually pelted by some
people in Bihar because they
might have been upset with the
Centre … and a section of the
media is trying to defame my
Government and State to please
the BJP … this will not be tol-

erated … we will bring action
against them,” the Chief
Minister said.Two days after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

flagged off the Vande Bharat
Express the Central
Government’s flagship semi
high speed train was pelted
with stones on two successive
days. 

While the first incident
took place at Kumarganj in
Malda district the second one
reportedly happened allegedly
between Kishanganj in Bihar
and New Jalpaiguri in Bengal
triggering political mudsling-

ing. The BJP blamed the TMC
for instigating the stone pelters
as it was not happy with the saf-
fron workers shouting Jai Shri
Ram slogan in presence of
Mamata Banerjee during the
train’s inauguration at Howrah
Station on December 30.
However the TMC refuted the
charges saying it was the BJP’s
handiwork to blame TMC and
defame Bengal.

Banerjee’s diatribes came
after reports emanating from
the neighbouring State that
Bihar Police had arrested some
suspected persons for pelting
stones at the premium train,
the seventh in its series.

In two day’s successive
stone pelting incidents on
January 2 and 3 the door and
window panes of the C- 13 and
C-3 and C-6 coaches of the
Howrah-New Jalpaiguri Vande
Bharat Express were damaged.

Banerjee who was present-
ly visiting Ganga Sagar to
inspect the administrative

preparations to handle the
crowd of pilgrims that could
cross 30 lakh this year earlier
blamed the Centre for not
spending a paisa for the devel-
opment of the Ganga Sagar
Fare. 

“As there is no Kumbh
Mela this year the entire crowd
is likely to come here and it
may go beyond 30 lakh … we
are trying our best to develop
the infrastructural amenities
here and expect the Centre
which has not even given
Batasha (sweets) worth a paisa
for Ganga Sagar to accord it a
status of National Fare because
after Kumbha Mela this is the
biggest such religious congre-
gation in the country that
requires traveling beyond mas-
sive rivers … 

We want the Centre to
construct a bridge over Muri
Ganga that may cost Rs 100
crore to link the Ganga Sagar
Islands to the mainland,”
Banerjee said.
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There was more embarrass-
ment for the Mamata

Banerjee Government even as
a fresh scam tended to explode
in its face with the Central
Bureau of Investigation while
investigating the cattle smug-
gling case on Thursday stum-
bled upon yet another scam in
Suri Cooperative Bank in
Birbhum district.

In the course of investigat-
ing the cattle smuggling case
that has seen senior TMC
leader and party strongman
Anubrata Mondal going to jail,
the CBI sleuths unearthed at
least 160 fake accounts in the
Suri branch of Cooperative
Bank where a majority of the
account holders are rural farm-
ers. 

The CBI officers had
scanned 60 fake accounts that
had accounted for more than
Rs 5 crore when the reports last
came in. Heavy amounts had
been transacted through the
accounts. 

“Only one signature figures
in most of these transac-

tions,”sources said. "It is unlike-
ly that the poor farmers who
are the account holders of a
cooperative bank might have
transacted in so many lakhs of
rupees and on several occas-
sions," sources said adding the
accounts had great chances of
being linked to some big shot,
perhaps some mastermind of

the cattle smuggling.
The CBI officials would

not comment on reports doing
the rounds that the accounts
had links to cattle smuggling as
also the state food department.
The CBI sleuths are also trying
to find out whether the
accounts had any link with
Mondal, sources said.
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The two-day Uttar Pradesh
leg of the Bharat Jodo Yatra

ended on Thursday with a
massive turnout of “more than
a lakh people” participating in
the foot march led by former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi.

While Rahul received
applause from RLD chief
Jayant Chaudhary  for taking
up the cause of farmers close
to his heart, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge too
flagged off an over 1,000 km
long march, inspired by Rahul
,in Banka district of Bihar. 

Congress’ ally in Bihar
government, Janata Dal (U) is
also scheduled to launch a
yatra named ‘Samadhan Yatra’
led by Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar. 

A large number of people
who walked along Rahul in
Shamli in Western UP were

from the farming sector who
had protested for one year at
Delhi border against the
Centre’s controversial farm
laws which had to be with-
drawn by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. 

A Congress spokesman
claimed that all records seems
to have been broken in UP
when more than a lakh people
were seen on roads and streets
of Shamli for the foot march.
A day earlier Rahul was wel-
comed over flowers’ pavement
created by the farmers.   

The Bharat Jodo Yatra re-
entered Haryana on Thursday
evening from where Rahul left
for Delhi to meet his ailing
mother UPA Chairperson
Sonia Gandhi. 

He will return on Friday
morning to start the Haryana
sojourn of the yatra.

The Bihar padyatra, which
would cover a major part of the
state, was launched close to the

"Mandar" hills, about 250 km
from the state capital, which
finds a mention in Hindu
mythology.  Kharge, who was
visiting Bihar for the first time

after getting elected to the top
post of his party, slammed the
BJP government at the Centre
for "failure to provide employ-
ment to the youth" and divert-

ing public attention with "com-
munally charged rhetoric".
Bihar congress chief Akhilesh
Prasad Singh was also present
on the occasion. 
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Arerun of the Delhi car
dragging incident was wit-

nessed in Banda where a
woman employee of the
Agricultural University was
dragged by a truck for over
three kilometers before the
vehicle caught fire and she
was charred alive.

The accident took place on
Wednesday evening and the
agitated university students
staged a demonstration that led
to a huge traffic jam.

Reports said that Pushpa
Singh (32) hailing from Gomti
Nagar in Lucknow was a junior
clerk at Banda University of
Agriculture and Technology.
She was earlier a teacher at Don
Bosco School in Lucknow.  On
Wednesday evening, she left
the university campus on a

scooty. As soon as she came out
of the university gate, a truck
hit her from behind.  Due to
this Pushpa got trapped in the
front part of the truck along
with the scooty. She was
dragged along with her scooty
for three kilometres before
both the vehicles caught fire.

The truck driver and the
cleaner immediately jumped
out of the vehicle and escaped
while Pushpa Singh was
charred alive before the police
could rush to her rescue or call
the fire brigade to douse the
fire.

After two fire engines con-
trolled the fire, the body
trapped in the truck was
searched.  Instead of the body
of the clerk, only a piece of flesh
was found in the completely
burnt truck. The truck, UP-51
AT-5473, was going to

Fatehpur after loading ballast
from Kabrai. According to eye-
witnesses, when the truck hit
the scooty near the gate of the
university, the passers-by
screamed after seeing the acci-
dent. She also shouted loudly to
stop truck but driver ignored
the voice and increased the
speed in an attempt to escape.

Sources said that Pushpa
Devi had got a job in univer-
sity on compassionate ground
after death of her husband
Ranjit Singh, who was an assis-
tant accounts officer in uni-
versity. He was suffering from
cancer and he lost his life due
to infection in 2020 during
COVID-19 period. 

There are two children in
family. Meanwhile, due to acci-
dent, a huge jam was wit-
nessed on Mawai bypass for
about two hours. 
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Two restaurant workers died
here and another two were

hospitalized with injuries after
their motorcycle was allegedly
hit by a truck amid reduced vis-
ibility due to fog early on
Thursday. All the four workers,
aged below 25 years, were on
the same motorcycle when the
crash took place near the
Advant building under the
Expressway police station lim-
its around 1 am, Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Noida) Ashutosh
Dwivedi said. Two workers
Bhawna (19) and Shobhit (23)
have died, while the other two

Kaushalendra alias Kaushal
and Sonu have been hospital-
ized, according to the
police.The truck, which was
loaded with furniture, has been
impounded and its driver
arrested, police said.

"An underpass is being
constructed near the Advant
Building. The canter truck
appears to have gone out of
control due to the fog and
reduced visibility in the night.
"The truck hit a concrete struc-
ture first and then rammed into
the motorcycle on which four
people were riding," Dwivedi
said. "Two people died and two
have been brought to the
Sharda Hospital for treatment.
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In a video that went viral on
social media, a Delhi

Transport Corporation (DTC)
bus marshal claimed that a man
allegedly flashed his private
part to a woman passenger
inside a the bus. However,
Delhi Police said that no action
has been taken against the
accused as the victim refused
to take any further action
regarding the incident.

An enquiry was initiated
but the woman refused to give
a statement or comment, police
said, adding that legal action
will be taken once a complaint
is received. In video, the
accused, identified as Zakir, is

seen crying after being con-
fronted by marshal following
the incident that allegedly took
place in northwest Delhi's
Rohini. When Sandeep
Chhikhara, the marshal of the
bus, asks the woman about the
incident in video, she is seen
alleging that  man flashed his
private part to her.

In the clip, Zakir is heard
saying that he hails from Bihar,
lives in northeast Delhi's
Khajuri area and had come to
Vijay Vihar to work. "I have
informed police and accused
will be handed over to them,"
marshal then says. The police,
however, said the victim
refused to file a complaint in
connection with the incident.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the Uttar

Pradesh’s DG of Prisons to file
an affidavit in his personal
capacity giving details about
the steps taken so far to grant
the benefit of remission to
convicts in the state in pur-
suance of its earlier judgment. 

The apex court had on
September 6 last year taken
note of the Uttar Pradesh pol-
icy on remission that there will
be no requirement for the con-
vict to submit an application for
premature release and their
cases will be considered auto-
matically by the jail authorities. 
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There has been a 74 per cent
reduction in insurgency-

related violence, 60 per cent
reduction in attacks on securi-
ty forces and 89 per cent
decrease in civilian deaths in
the Northeast, Union Minister
G Kishan Reddy said on
Thursday.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the Union
Minister for Development of
North Eastern Region
(DoNER) said about 8,000
youths, who were involved
with insurgent groups, have
surrendered and have joined
the mainstream, welcoming a
better future for themselves and
their families. 

"<=>������������	����
�����	�������+?!

��������������
�� ���!��"#�



�
���
	� "������������������� ��������� � �!"!#

��������	
������ ��������	

AAP minister Satyendar Jain,
who is in Tihar jail in con-

nection with a money launder-
ing case, has been accused of
threatening jail officials with
dire consequences. It has been
alleged that Jain gave a stern
warning to jail authorities say-
ing that he wouldn't spare any-
one - be it a serving or a retired
official. However, the AAP has
denied these allegations saying
that it’s a BJP conspiracy ahead
of the hearing of the Jain plea in
the High Court.

The Additional Inspector
General - Prisons (Tihar Jail),
Superintendent of Jail No. 07
(SCJ-7), Deputy Superintendent,
Assistant Superintendent and
the Law Officer complained to
the Director-General (Prisons)
that Jain had been "abusing
them and threatening them
with dire consequences once he
gets out of the prison". Jain has

been in jail since he was arrest-
ed by the Enforcement
Directorate last year in connec-
tion with a money laundering
case. Purported videos of him
getting massages and meeting
visitors inside the jail had cre-
ated a furore with the opposition
demanding his removal from
Cabinet.  According to the
report submitted by the Rajesh
Choudhary, SCJ-7, Jaidev,
Assistant Superintendent, lids
submitted an Incident report
dated December 8, 2022 for-
warded by the Deputy
Superintendent Praveen Kumar
informing that on November 30,
2022 at about 07:30 PM he
along with Kumar and other
officer went to the cell of Jain to
deliver Show Cause Notices as
per rule 1272 of DPR, 2018.

“After seeing the Show
Cause Notices, Jain stated that
Mujhe sab pta hai ki ye sab
motte ne kerwaya hai, jo Law
Officer hai. Mai bahar nikalne

ke baad is Jail se CCTV footage
mangunga or is SCJ-7 Rajesh
Choudhary ko bahar nikalne ke
baad dekh lunga or ise noukari
kerna sikha dunga or SCJ-7 ke
baare me bhla-bura kehne Iga,”
stated the report. “In this regard
it is also submitted that order
dated November 22, 2022 the
AIG Prison was assigned addi-
tion charge of SCJ-07 without
any extra remuneration till fur-
ther orders. Choudhary being
SCJ-07 was directed, order dated
November 21, 2022, to conduct
an enquiry in the complaint for-
warded by DCP west, against
Jain,” it stated. The report fur-
ther claimed that in pursuance
of the enquiry the AIG Prison
called Jain on November 25,
2022 at about 01:36 PM in the
chamber. 

At that time also Jain stat-
ed that "Ye sara matter political
hai, and jab bhi mai bahar
nikulnga to sare Govt. Servants
jinhone mere against kuch bhi
kiya hai, chahe serving ya retired
unko dekh lunga."

“The AIG Prison assumed
that the Jain said this because of
frustration but in view of the lat-
est Incident report dated
December 8, 2022, Choudhary
has apprehension that Jain,
being a minister, may take

adverse action against the them
and other jail officials, once he
comes out of the Jail,” it said.

“In view of the above It Is
requested that UTP satyendra
Jain may be transferred to some
other jail at the earliest,” SCJ-7
further said in his report.

“ S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,
Chaudhary marked this com-
plaint and incident report to the
AIG, Prison, who in turn, noted

on File that, “Shri Satyendra Jain
has been making reference to
the undersigned also at ‘X’ (X
being the retired government
servant mentioned in
Chaudhary’s noting), with
superannuation time due in
2024. The matter may be kept
on record lest Shri Jain may
make adversial moves against
me in future,” as per the Tihar
Jail officials.
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New Delhi: Jailed AAP minis-
ter Satyendar Jain, who is seek-
ing bail in a money laundering
case lodged by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), Thursday
submitted before the Delhi
High Court that he has fully
cooperated in the investigation
and there is no allegation of any
attempt made by him to tam-
per with evidence. 
“Five years after registration of
ECIR (Enforcement Case
Information Report) and hav-
ing joined the investigation on
a number of occasions, Jain was

arrested on May 30, 2022,” his
counsel told Justice Dinesh
Kumar Sharma. Seeking bail in
the money laundering case, the
counsel said, “There is no alle-
gation that during this period,
I (Jain) tried to tamper with the
evidence or did not cooperate
or tried to influence witnesses.”

The lawyer contended
there are no “proceeds of
crime” in the case which only
has a “notional basis”. After
hearing part arguments, the
high court listed matter for fur-
ther proceedings on January 17.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has written to

Delhi Lt Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena over the
"unconstitutional" manner in
which 10 aldermen were nom-
inated to the MCD by bypass-
ing the Delhi government, say-
ing this was a complete depar-
ture from the settled practice. 

In a related development,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia has also written to the
Commissioner of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, asking him to "desist"
from taking any further action
on the issue. Aldermen refers
to people who are experts in
their fields. However, they do
not have voting rights in the
mayoral election. Ten aldermen
were nominated to the MCD
ahead mayoral poll.

Kejriwal said that tradi-
tionally, all files pertaining to
nominations under Section
3(b)(i) are routed through the
Urban Development
Department which is the nodal
department of the Municipal
Corporation. 

"Such files are required
and have, in the past, always
been put up to the Minister-in-
Charge of the Urban
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department/Ministry.  "It is,
therefore, unfortunate that
recently, in a complete depar-
ture from this settled practice,
files were routed directly by the
MCD - Commissioner to the
Lieutenant Governor com-
pletely bypassing the Delhi
government. This is contrary to
law and the Constitution," read
Kejriwal's letter to Saxena.

Kejriwal claimed the nom-
ination was done "entirely
bypassing the Council of
Ministers of the democratical-
ly elected Government of the
National Capital Territory of
Delhi". "It is with a considerable
degree of dismay and conster-
nation that I, as the chief min-
ister of the Government of
Delhi, am compelled to address
another communication to you
drawing reference to conduct
which while in the past was an
aberration has, today, unfortu-
nately degenerated into an
increasingly recurring prac-
tice of endemic proportions
whereby no stone is being left
unturned and no effort is being
spared to interfere with and
impede the day-to-day admin-
istration and functioning of the
National Capital Territory of
Delhi.

"Such series of actions are
blatantly unconstitutional, a

colourable exercise of power,
apart from constituting a fraud
on the Constitution and display
a worryingly scant regard for
provisions of the Constitution,
the law laid down by the high-
est court of the land as also set-
tled convention and practice of
the Government of Delhi," he
said. Kejriwal also flagged "an
attempt to rig the composition
of the standing committee of
the MCD through these nom-
inations". In the letter, he said
it appears to be an attempt "to
influence the process of elec-
tions to the Standing
Committee of the Municipal
Corporation by the nomination
of these members".  

"It is pertinent to note that
these 10 members have been
intentionally chosen to repre-
sent three zones out of 12 of the
municipal corporation," he
said. Since one member of the
standing committee gets cho-
sen from each zone, the attempt
quite clearly is to ensure that
the composition of the panel is
skewed in favour of the persons
belonging or owing allegiance

to the ruling party at the Centre
and thereby subvert the will of
the electorate in the recently
concluded elections to the
municipal corporations,
Kejriwal alleged.

Noting that local bodies is
a "transferred subject" over
which the democratically elect-
ed government has legislative
and executive decision-making
authority and jurisdiction,
Kejriwal said the LG is consti-
tutionally required to act in
terms of the aid and advice ten-
dered by the council of minis-
ters. Sisodia also wrote to MCD
Commissioner Gyanesh Bharti
over the "bypassing of elected
state government" during the
nominations of aldermen and
directed him to desist from tak-
ing any further action in regard.
Calling himself the competent
authority in the matter who has
been completely bypassed, he
claimed the nomination is con-
trary to Article 239AA of the
Constitution as well as to the
interpretation made by the
Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court. 

New Delhi: Delhi Lt Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Thursday nominated BJP
councillor Satya Sharma as
the presiding officer for the
first House meeting on Friday
to elect the mayor of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi. 
Reacting to the appointment,
the Aam Aadmi Party accused
the BJP of being hell-bent on
destroying all democratic tra-
ditions and institutions.

The first municipal House
after the high-stakes civic polls
on December 4 is scheduled to
take place on Friday during
which all newly elected coun-
cillors will take oath and the
mayor and the deputy mayor
will be elected. "The Lt.

Governor of National Capital
Territory of Delhi under sec-
tion 77 of the Act is further
pleased to nominate Satya
Sharma, Councillor, Ward
No.226 to preside over the
meeting for the election of the
Mayor.  "

She will be administered
oath/affirmation as per section
32 of the Act, by Santosh
Kumar Rai, District
Magistrate, New Delhi. The
other councillors will be
administered oath (affirmation
by the Presiding Officer),"
read a notification. 

After the oath ceremony,
the newly constituted civic
body will proceed to elect the
Mayor, as required by section
35 of the Act. SR
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Acity court on Thursday
extended by four days the

police custody of five men
accused of causing the death of
a 20-year-old woman who was
hit by a car and dragged a long
distance underneath the vehi-
cle in the city.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Sanya Dalal allowed the Delhi
police to have the accused in
their custody for four days
more for interrogation instead
of their prayer for a five-day
remand.  “Police custody
allowed for four days,” the
judge said.

Upon being asked about
the reasons for seeking exten-
sion of police remand, the
investigating officer said their
further custody was required as
police needed to establish the
nearly 13-km-long route the
accused had taken to traverse
in two hours on the fateful
night when the victim woman
had got entangled under the

vehicle after being hit.
“The long route has to be

established…Starting at 7 pm,
the accused travelled for
around two hours,” he said.
The Investing Officer also said
the accused Amit was driving
the car but another accused
Deepak was "planted" as the
vehicle's driver. He informed
the court that police had
obtained disclosure statements
of all accused.

He said all of them were
subjected to “sustained inter-
rogation” over the last three
days in custody.  Police have
identified the petrol pump and
eatery where the accused had
stopped, the IO said, adding the
Call Detail Records (CDRs) of
the accused were also analysed.

The victim Anjali Singh
(20) was killed in the early
hours of the New Year after her
scooter was hit by a car, which
dragged her for about 12 kilo-
metres. Her body with multi-
ple injuries was found on the
road in Kanjhawala.  
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Two leopard cubs were spot-
ted in the Asola Bhatti

Sanctuary recently in a fresh
example of how bold efforts of
conservationists and the forest
and wildlife department can
help several wildlife species
recover in urban jungles. Forest
department officials said the
two cubs were caught on a
camera trap a few days ago.

A video shared by the
Bombay Natural History
Society (BNHS) on its
Instagram page showed a leop-
ard cub emerging from a bur-
row inside the sanctuary. Since
mother felines do not travel
long distances with newborns,
the officials believe the sanc-
tuary is their birthplace. An
official on Wednesday said this
is first time that a cub leopard
has been spotted in the jungles

of Asola since leopard sightings
began a few years ago. The
wildlife department and the
BHNS had released a study in
October, confirming the pres-
ence of eight leopards in the
Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary,
with enough evidence to sug-
gest the large carnivore is mak-
ing the urban forest its perma-
nent home. The sanctuary did
not record any leopard sighting
for many decades after 1940, as

per the Gazetteer of Delhi.
Officials have also confirmed
the presence of other mammals
such as striped hyena, jungle
cat, golden jackal, Indian hare,
Indian boar, black buck, sam-
bar deer, spotted deer, and
hog deer among others. The
leopards of Asola share an area
of just 32.71 sq km and prob-
ably also occupy the adjoining
forest patches of bordering
Faridabad district.
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Delhi Commission For
Women (DCW) chief

Swati Maliwal on Thursday
said she will send a suggestion
to the Centre to transfer the
Kanjhawla accident case to
CBI, saying there several dis-
crepancies in the police inves-
tigation so far.

The DCW had summoned
the Delhi Police in connection
with the accident in which
Anjali Singh was killed in the
early hours of New Year after
her scooter was hit by a car,
which dragged her for 12 kilo-
metres.

Her body was found in
outer Delhi's Kanjhawala. Five
men who were allegedly in the
car have been booked for cul-
pable homicide among other
sections. Anjali was accompa-
nied by her "friend" Nidhi,
who claimed to be riding pil-
lion at the time of the incident.
However, Anjali's family has
claimed that they had never
seen or heard of Nidhi. "Today,
Delhi Police personnel
appeared before the panel and

we found several question
marks in the investigation. The
police have not even seized
Nidhi's phone till now which
could have important evidence.

"They have not scanned the
complete CCTV footage on the
12 kilometre stretch on which
Anjali was dragged, not even
the footage from the hotel till
the accident site," she said.

She also questioned the
fact that section 302, which
pertains to murder, was not
added in the FIR, adding that
the police response was very
poor on the night of the acci-
dent. "We have also found that
statements under section 164
CrpC have not been recorded
of all the witnesses. 
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The AAP on Thursday
alleged that the Delhi Police

has planted Nidhi ‘star-eyewit-
ness’ in the Kanjhawala case
under the Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena’s pres-
sure to save the accused BJP
leader.

AAP senior leader Saurabh
Bhardwaj said that the attempts
are being made to make the
compromised ‘eyewitness’ a
government witness in the case
to save the accused. 

The planted witness has
been spreading lies about the
deceased girl, she said that the
girl was drunk at the time of
the accident, while the post-
mortem report revealed that
the girl was not under the influ-
ence of alcohol.

“On the other hand,
Anjali’s mother has said that no
one in the family knows Nidhi
and that she could have been
associated with the accused
persons.  The L-G has no
intention of providing securi-
ty to the daughters of Delhi,
how many police stations has
he visited in the last eight
months?,” he alleged.

Noida: In a case similar to 20
year old Anjali Singh's accident,
a 24-year-old delivery executive
who was working as a Swiggy
delivery partner,  was killed
after a car allegedly hit his bike
and dragged him for 500
metres in Noida’s Sector 14.
The deceased has been identi-
fied as Kaushal Yadav, a resi-
dent of Mainpuri Eatawa, Uttar
Pradesh, who was on duty.

The incident took place
when he was passing the sec-
tor 14 flyover in Noida around

1 am on New Year’s night
when his bike was struck by an
unidentified car. 
After colliding with the two-
wheeler, the car dragged the
rider to Shani Temple – around
1 km from the scene of the
accident – where the driver
stopped the car before fleeing
the scene.

According to police,
Yadav’s family member has
lodged a complaint at Phase 1
police station saying they had
called Kaushal on the night of

the incident. His phone was
picked up by a cab driver, who
said Kaushal has been involved
in an accident and was lying on
the road. 

“We got information from
a Delhi control room about the
accident near Phase 1 area,
Noida Sector 14A. The man
had died on the spot. We have
formed three teams to identi-
fy and nab the accused. Locals
alleged the man was dragged
for 500 metres. We are looking
into that,” police  said.
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The prevailing cold condi-
tions pushed Delhi's peak

power demand to a record
high of 5,247 MW on Thursday
morning, more than the peaks
during winters in the past two
years as the city witnessed the
coldest day of the season.

The minimum tempera-
ture of the city settled at 3
degree Celsius, at Safdurjung
observatory, Delhi’s base
weather station.

According to sources in the
discoms, Delhi’s plummeting
temperatures are pushing-up
the city’s peak power demand.

According to the State
Load Dispatch Centre (SLDC)
Delhi data, Capital’s peak
power demand on Thursday
clocked 5247 MW at 10:56 am,
highest for this winter so far. 

This is more than the peak
power demand clocked during
the winters of 2022 and 2021.
Yesterday, for the first time this
winters, it had crossed the
5000 MW- clocking 5126 MW,”
they said. “Even during
November and December, the
city’s peak power demand has
been more than that of previ-

ous years. During the
December of 2022, Delhi’ it
surpassed that of 2021 and
2020. During November of
2022 also, Delhi’s peak power
demand surpassed the city’s
peak power demand in 2021,
2020 and even that of 2019,”
they stated.

Informing the reason
behind the increasing power
demand in the city, sources said
that the Cooling and Heating
load is the main reason behind
Delhi’s power load.  “Infact,
according to estimates, almost
around 50 percent of Delhi’s
power demand in summers is
because of the cooling load
(ACs + Coolers + Fans) and
because of the heating load
(heaters ad geysers) in winters,”
they said. They claimed that the
according to the SLDC data,

Delhi’s peak power demand
this winter can go upto 5500
MW, surpassing the peak win-
ter demand of the last couple of
years.

“Last year, it had peaked at
5104 MW and 5021 in 2020.
The peak winter power
demand in BRPL and BYPL
areas had reached 2140 MW
and 1122 MW respectively
during last winter. This year, it
is expected to reach 2289 MW
and 1159 MW for BRPL and
BYPL respectively,” they under-
lined.

Giving the details of the
measure taken by the BSES to
meet the peak power demand
of the city, BSES spokesperson
said that the back-bone of dis-
coms power-supply arrange-
ments during the winter-
months includes long-term
agreements from power-plants
including Hydro and Delhi
based gas fuelled generating
stations.

“Additionally, BSES is also
receiving 840 MW of solar
power from Solar Energy
Corporation of India
Limited(SECI), 439 MW of
wind power, ~ 25 MW from
Waste-to Energy.

NEW DELHI: Lashing out at
the AAP, Delhi BJP on
Thursday said that the Kejriwal
Government had cheated the
people of the national Capital
by making false promises in the
‘Rozgar Budget 2022-23’ not
even a single promise was ful-
filled by them this fiscal year.

Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly, Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri said the AAP govern-

ment claimed to provide 20
lakh employments in the city in

five years but not even 20 peo-
ple were facilitated with the
jobs this year.

He said that not even a sin-
gle promise made in the
employment budget was ful-
filled by the Kejriwal
Governmnet and yet the time
of presenting the new budget is
around the corner. Pointing out
the promises made in the
Rozgar Budget by the Delhi

Governmnet, Bidhuri said that
they claimed to organize the
'Delhi Shopping Festival' from
January 28 to February 26,
2023, but it is not taking place.

“Apart from this the for-
mation of a cloud kitchen and
food truck policy, and the
redevelopment of Asia's largest
Gandhi Nagar garment market
was promised by the Kejriwal
Government in the previous

budget but till the date not even
a single work has been com-
pleted,” LoP claimed. “The
AAP Government also
announced the plans for the
redevelopment of five big mar-
kets of the national capital,
Kamla Nagar, Lajpat Nagar,
Khari Baoli, Kirti Nagar and,
Sarojini Nagar, but all these
plans remained only just
announcements,” Bidhuri said.

New Delhi: Family members
and neighbours of the woman
who was killed after being
dragged by a car in outer
Delhi held a protest outside
the Sultanpuri police station
on Thursday and demanded
that the culprits be hanged.
The protest also led to traffic
congestion in the area. The
protesters raised slogans

against the accused and
demanded that all five of them
be hanged to death. "It is not
an accident. This was done
deliberately and incident
should be treated like murder,"
said one of protesters. They
also asked police to treat the
incident as murder and add
Section 302 of the Indian
Penal Code.
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The search and rescue
operation for a leopard

continued for a third day on
Thursday in a row at a group
housing society in Greater
Noida (West) where it was

spotted earlier this week.
Residents of the society have
curtailed their outdoor move-
ments ever since they were
alerted about big cat's move-
ment in area and suspected its
presence in basement of an
under-construction residen-
tial tower on their premises.
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India and France on Thursday
reviewed the entire spec-

trum of their bilateral ties and
global issues including the
Ukraine conflict during the
36th Strategic Dialogue here
between National Security
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval and
Emmanuel Bonne, Diplomatic
Advisor to  French President
Emmanuel Macron. The last
edition of the Strategic
Dialogue was held in
November 2021 in Paris.

The first bilateral visit of
the year on Thursday aimed to
pave the way for an ambitious
expansion of the Indo-French
strategic partnership as it marks
its 25th anniversary this year.
Bonne also called on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar. India and France

held discussions on various
issues including the current
global security situation in the
context of the conflict in
Ukraine, regional security in
the context of Afghanistan and
cyber security, Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said. The lat-
est round of the dialogue cov-

ered all aspects of the Indo-
French strategic partnership,
Defence and security cooper-
ation, major international and
regional issues, including the
war in Ukraine, and coopera-
tion in the Indo-Pacific, the
French Embassy said later. 

The talks also covered
issues like counter-terrorism
cooperation; cyber-security,
space, civil nuclear energy. On
each topic, the two sides agreed
to raise the level of ambition of
cooperation even further with

the goal of accelerating efforts
towards strategic autonomy.

During his visit, Bonne
also met G-20 Sherpa Amitabh
Kant. He stressed France’s full
support for India’s G20 presi-
dency and conveyed President
Emmanuel Macron’s message
that Indo-French cooperation
would be key to tackling glob-
al challenges in 2023.

In this respect, Bonne also
praised the excellent coopera-
tion with India at the United
Nations Security Council over
the past two years, and reiter-
ated France’s support for a
permanent United Nations
Security Council(UNSC) seat
for India. France and India
established a strategic part-
nership in 1998, which has
since grown continuously in
scope and depth, based on
exceptional mutual trust,
shared democratic values, and
a joint vision for a multipolar,
rules-based world order.
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In what would give a big
boost to the higher education

sector, the Centre has opened
the doors for foreign universi-
ties to set up their campuses in
India with the regulator UGC
on Thursday unveiling the
draft norms for their estab-
lishment and operations.

The draft rules of the
University Grants Commission
mentioned that such foreign
universities would be able to
decide their admission process
and fee structure and also
repatriate their funds to their
originating country. They will
also have the autonomy to
recruit faculty and staff from
India and abroad as per their
recruitment norms.

As per the Centre’s nod,
there will be two categories of
foreign institutions eligible to
apply for setting up their cam-
puses in India---the universi-
ties that have secured a position
within the top 500 of overall or

subject-wise global ranking or
a reputed institution in its
home jurisdiction.

UGC chairperson M
Jagadesh Kumar said the for-
eign universities with campus-
es in the country can only offer
full-time programmes in
offline mode and not online or
distance learning and every
time  they set up their campus
they will have to take permis-
sion from UGC.

The UGC announced the
draft regulations for ‘Setting up
and Operation of Campuses of
Foreign Higher Educational
Institutions in India’ and the
final norms will be notified by
the end of the month after con-
sidering feedback from all
stakeholders. While these uni-
versities will have the freedom
to decide their admission cri-
teria and fee structure, the
commission has advised keep-
ing the fees “reasonable and
transparent”.

“The new National
Education Policy (NEP), 2020
had envisioned that top uni-
versities in the world will be
facilitated to operate in India.
For this, a legislative framework
facilitating such entry will be
put in place, and such univer-
sities will be given special dis-
pensation regarding regulato-
ry, governance, and content
norms on par with other
autonomous institutions of

India,” Kumar said.
The initial approval will be

for 10 years and will be
renewed in the ninth year sub-
ject to the meeting of certain
conditions, he added and clar-
ified that these institutions
shall not offer any such study
programme which jeopardize
the national interest of India or
the standards of higher educa-
tion in India. “The regulatory
framework allowing the entry
of higher-ranked foreign var-
sities will provide an interna-
tional dimension to higher
education, enable Indian stu-
dents to obtain foreign quali-
fications at affordable cost, and
make India an attractive glob-
al study destination, “ the UGC
chairman said.

On matters related to funds
and funding, he said that the
cross-border movement of
funds will be according to the
Foreign Exchange
Management Act. “Cross-bor-
der movement of funds and
maintenance of Foreign
Currency Accounts, mode of
payments, remittance, repatri-
ation, and sale of proceeds, if
any, shall be as per FEMA,
1999. An audit report shall be
submitted annually to the com-
mission certifying that the
operations of the FHEIs in
India are in compliance with
the Act and related rules,” he
said.
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Given the strategic impor-
tance of the Andaman and

Nicobar Islands in the backdrop
of China’s increasing maritime
presence in the Indian Ocean
region, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh embarked on a
two-day visit starting Thursday
to the islands and reviewed the
operational readiness of the
armed forces.  It is his first visit
to the region as the Defence
Minister.

C ommander- in-Chie f
Andaman and Nicobar
Command (CINCAN)
Lieutenant General Ajai Singh
briefed Rajnath about the geo-
strategic potential of the

Andaman and Nicobar Islands
and the role they can play
towards enhancing India’s influ-
ence and support to military
operations in the area. The
Andaman and Nicobar
Command is the first tri-Service
command comprising Army,
Navy and IAF, defence ministry
officials said here.

The CINCAN briefed Singh
about the achievements, future
plan and challenges of the com-
mand. He highlighted the sig-
nificant role played by the
Andaman and Nicobar
Command(ANC) in carrying
forward Government’s Act East
Policy and in realising Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision
of Security and Growth for All
in the Region by building
‘Bridges of Friendship’ with the
country’s maritime neighbours.

Rajnath also visited the
ANC Joint Operations Centre
which is the nerve centre for
integrated planning for surveil-
lance, conduct of operations
and logistic support.
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Days after the Union Health
Ministry made it manda-

tory for foreign arrivals to
undergo RT-PCR tests upon
their arrival in the country, a
total of 124 international pas-
sengers have been found to be
Covid-19 positive, as per the
Union Health Ministry data.

Of the 124 positive sam-
ples, genome sequencing
results of 40 were received in
which the XBB variant, includ-
ing XBB.1, was found in 14
samples. The data shows that
the other XBB variants are

XBB.2, XBB.3, XBB.4, XBB.5.
The BF 7.4.1 variant has

been found in one sample so
far, as per the data. The other
variants found in the country
include BA.5, BQ 1.1 and
BQ1.122, BQ 1. 1.5, CH1.1,
CH.1.1.1, BF.7.4.1 and BB3.A.
So far, 11 types of variants have
been found in India. A total of
19,227 international passengers
have been screened across all
ports in the country from
December 24, 2022 to January
3 this year.

Meanwhile, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Thursday asked the public
not to panic about Covid-19,
but be alert and follow the
directives issued by the
Government from time to time.
He further said, “Covid-19
variants will keep coming but
the important thing is which
variant will react and people
should only believe informa-
tion shared by Government
sources to avoid any kind of
panic in the country.”
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the

17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) on January nine in
Indore, Madhya Pradesh.  The
day commemorates the return
of Mahatma Gandhi from
South Africa to India in 1915
and the tradition of celebrating
PBD started in 2003.  It marks
the contribution of the overseas
Indian community to the

development of the mother-
land.  The Divas is organized
once every two years and the
theme of the 17th PBD begin-
ning January 8 and ending
January ten is “Diaspora:
Reliable Partners for India’s
Progress in Amrit Kaal.”

India has received over
3,500 registrations from near-
ly 70 countries and the
President of Guyana will be the
chief guest, Secretary(CPV and
OIA), Ministry of External
Affairs Ausaf Sayeed said here
on Thursday.

The first day of the 17th
edition will be the - Youth
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. One of
the plenary sessions in the
convention will be on “Role of
Diaspora Youth in Innovation
and New Technologies”, he
said.
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New Delhi: German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz is
likely to pay a visit to India
soon while the G-20 Foreign
Ministers will congregate
here in March.

PNS
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New Delhi: President Droupadi Murmu on Thursday said that
significant push is being given to women empowerment in the
Defence forces whether in combat roles or medical services
and called for more women officers in the Military Engineer
Services (MES). Addressing MES officer trainees, who had
called on her at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, she said as young offi-
cers in the field of construction, they have the prime duty to
care for the environment also. “We must move towards
increased use of renewable energy for sustainable development,”
Murmu said.                                 PNS
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With the death of three
Russians under mysteri-

ous circumstances within a
span of last fortnight in Odisha
including a lawmaker report-
edly a critic of President
Vladimir Putin, Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi on Thursday
said India is a large country
where a lot of foreigners visit
and a necessary probe is being
carried out in the deaths of two
Russians in Odisha. “We are
now aware of the death of a
Russian sailor in international
waters off the coast of Odisha.
His body has been brought to
Paradip Port for formalities. I
wouldn’t like to link all three
cases together,” he said.

This response came after
the body of Russian marine
engineer Milyakov Sergey (51)
was found inside a cargo ship
anchored in the sea near
Paradip port on January 3.

It was the third such inci-
dent involving Russians with
the first incident on December
22 and the second on
December 24 in a hotel in
Rayagada town of Odisha.  The
second incident involved
Russian lawmaker Pavel Antov
(65) while the first person was
identified as Vladimir Bidanov.  

Antov had fallen to death
from the third floor of the hotel
while his associate Bidanov
was found dead in his room.  

Meanwhile, the Marine
Police Station in Paradip along
with the Jagatsinghpur district
administration on Wednesday
conducted post-mortem exam-

ination of Milyakov.
“The autopsy has been

completed, viscera collected
and sent for forensic examina-
tion. The body will be handed
over to a proper agency as per
the protocol,” said Kujang tah-
sildar Pritiparna Mishra, who
was present as a magistrate dur-
ing the autopsy.

However, one of the doc-
tors involved in the autopsy
claimed there was an injury
mark on the left side of Sergey’s
forehead. “It could be due to a
fall. The details can be ascer-
tained from the forensic
report,” the doctor explained,
adding that the injury mark-
may not necessarily point to
foul play.

In the Rayagada deaths, the
CID continued to interrogate
the hotel staffers, while the
seized items will be sent for
forensic examination.

“As there has been no evi-
dence or clue pointing at foul
play in the twin deaths, the
investigating agency is con-
templating to recreate the cir-
cumstances that led to the
death of Antov,” an official
said, adding the CID specifi-
cally plans to conduct a dummy
simulation exercise of falling
from the rooftop under similar
circumstances.

Referring to the agency’s
plan, the official said an object
with weight and height similar
to that of Antov will be made.
Experts will try to ascertain the
nature of the incident and
injury marks on Antov’s body,
and cross-check with the
autopsy report. “This exercise
is expected to help the probe
team reach at a definite con-
clusion,” the official said.
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The Congress on Thursday
came out strongly against

the BJP Government’s
“attempts to transform” holy
places of Jainism in Gujarat and
Jharkhand as tourist destina-
tions to fill State coffers. The
Grand Old Party accused the
saffron party of hurting the
sentiments of Jains.

Referring to recent protests
by the Jain community across
the country, Congress Media
Department Chairman Pawan
Khera said when his party is
giving a clarion call for uniting
India, the BJP’s actions were
spreading hatred. He said the
Jains who have contributed
“immensely to the economic
progress” of India and inspired
Mahatma Gandhi on non-vio-
lence and satyagraha, have
been “betrayed” by the BJP,
forcing them to come out on
the streets. He alleged that the
BJP wants to make Sammed
Shikharji, Palitana’s Shatrunjaya
hills and Mount Girnar as a
medium to fill the State coffers.
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vide excellent infrastructure and all the
needed educational paraphernalia to all the
government schools of India.

PV Rao Sreelekha | Secunderabad

�������	
�����������������
Sir — Can we call India a free country gov-
erned by the constitution where there is dis-
crimination on the basis of caste, creed, and
religion? Our founder of the constitution
had never thought in his wildest dream that
even after more than seventy years of
implementation of the constitution such
discrimination would exist. Recently cases
of discrimination have been reported
from Tamil Nadu where the Harijans are
served tea in paper cups while upper-caste
customers get their quota of the beverage
in exclusive glass tumblers. The two-
tumbler system has been in vogue in the
State for more than sixty years and no one
dares to speak on this topic. Also, Harijans
are not allowed to sit on chairs and
benches inside tea shops in village and
town squares. The first Harijan to become

the head of the department of the famous
Government Rajaji General Hospital,
Madurai, was humiliated by his peers and
subordinates because of his “lower” caste. 

Though the district collector has
ordered the police to register a case under
the Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, records
prove that it is a futile act. It is expected
that the central government should inter-
vene in the matter when the state govern-
ment is proving a silent spectator where-
as all political parties from the state show
them the champion of s/c and s/t.The state
has been run by the state political parties
since 1967, after the collapse of the
Congress government. There is still no
scope for national political parties to
come to power in the state as these parties
are totally marginalized and the country
still has such incidents in the future also.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar

�������������������
Sir — One lie can tarnish 1000 truths. A
lie goes around the world many times
before the truth gets ready.
Disinformation is repeated often in black
and white -the print or internet makes
people believe it must be true.  Father of
action is a decision. And incorrect deci-
sions based on disinformation lead to
wrong actions and wrong results. It is well
known that freedom without discipline
is like a country without defence. There
must be a strong regulatory mechanism
to control information.

TS Karthik | Chennai

�������������������
Sir — Government Schools are in such a
pathetic condition even 75 years after inde-
pendence, is like a joke in India. By this,
we as a nation, are fooling the poor stu-
dents i.e. children belonging to poorer sec-
tions, i.e. we are fooling ourselves.

Let us transform the government.
schools on a war footing with full equip-
ment, excellent infrastructure, and all the
needed educational paraphernalia (labs,
toilets, good classrooms, benches, chairs,
library, books, toilets, etc.). Then we are
strengthening our educational system
and the foundation of the poor students
too, without playing jokes with their
careers, lives, and their future. Also
arrange for free extra tuition too in the
evenings, within the schools for doubts
clarification and homework help. Let
teachers giving extra tuition be paid extra
incentives (or extra money as 
encouragement).

Better reduce the syllabus and accom-
modate sports and hobbies classes too. Let
projects be small and be done as teams,
within the school itself, with guidance
from the teachers. Regular training for all
teachers (not only on the latest develop-
ments, science, and technology but also on
happy development ... will go a long way
in strengthening the pillars of the
nation.Happy teacher lamp will light
many students-lamps with happy educa-
tion, knowledge, and life skills. The first
priority of the new year should be to pro-
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SOUNDBITE

tive participation in the affairs
of Pakistan has led to recurring
waves of violent insurgent
movements. Even Pakistan’s
economy-sustaining $50 bil-
lion punt i.e., the China-
Pakistan-Economic-Corridor
(CPEC) with its nerve centre
in the Gwadar port of
Baluchistan is perceived to be
anathema and discriminatory
towards local Baluch interests.
Fronted by the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA) and a
few other militant groups
based on tribal affiliations,
attacks on the Pakistan Armed
Forces and its assets have been
relentless, in recent times.
While support for Pashtun
groups from Afghanistan can
be expected based on
parochial sentiments across
both sides of the Durand Line
– Afghanistan has also been
known to support and offer
bases to Baluch insurgent
groups as a payback to
Pakistani machinations in
Afghanistan. With the
takeover of Afghanistan by the
Taliban in 2021, it was expect-
ed that the Pakistan-beholden
Taliban would rein in the
Pakistan-centric insurgent
groups, but the escalating ten-
sions between the Taliban and
Pakistan itself have led to a
very different dynamic. The
fact that Baluch majority areas,
as well as Pashtun dominated

areas, are simultaneously ‘live’
in attacking the Pakistani State,
with eerily similar tactics and
impact – Islamabad senses to
doomsday scenario of the oth-
erwise oblivious-of-each-other
Pashtuns and Baluch insur-
gents joining hands. Pakistan’s
yet another flawed experi-
ment of ‘good and bad terror-
ists’ could implode within,
when its own creation of so-
called ‘good terrorists’ i.e.,
Taliban (and its ideological off-
spring Tehrik-i-Taliban) joins
hands against the ‘bad terror-
ists’ of the BLA. Therefore,
even the audacious ‘Strategic
Depth’ in Afghanistan, as
sought and nurtured by the
Pakistani ‘establishment’ is
boomeranging, badly. In a
stunning reversal of narra-
tive, the Pakistani Foreign
Office was seen beseeching the
Afghan Taliban on “all issues
including border management,
upgrading the security of
diplomats, and curbing 
terrorism”!

Baluchistan’s capital city of
Quetta (with 70% Pashtun
populace) exemplifies the con-
tiguity of the Baluch and
Pashtun sensibilities with only
the Pashtun-Baluch War
(1757) as the leitmotif of any
historical bad blood, else their
mutual tensions have only
been political (contesting the
fair ethnic representation in

the State Assemblies of
Balochistan and Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Province,
respectively) and not societal,
as such. Co-sectarian (Sunni
supremacist) organisations like
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi and
Jundullah operating in Quetta
are natural bridges to find
common ideological ground
with the likes of Tehrik-i-
Pakistan. In the religiously
charged tinderbox of Pakistan
– there is a coalescing of ‘like-
minded’ forces (even if differ-
ing in ultimate objectives) to
take on the Pakistani ‘establish-
ment’. The conflation of the
clergy via Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman of the ongoing ‘Haq
Do Tehreek’ movement which
has brought Gwadar to a
standstill, is yet another man-
ifestation of the situation going
out of hand. The efficacy of the
Pakistani ‘establishments’ blunt
tactics via Operation Radd-ul-
Fasaad (since 2017) against the
Pashtun and Baluch insur-
gents is highly questionable,
and local support for insurgent
movements is only gaining
traction. The Durand Line
along Baluch and Pashtun
areas is more troublesome for
Pakistan now than the LOC.

(The writer, a military 
veteran, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal) 
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British colonists had
deployed a formula to
deal with the restive
swathes that constitute
modern Pakistan i.e.,

‘Rule the Punjabis, intimidate the
Sindhis, buy the Pashtun, and hon-
our the Baloch’. It is an instructive
insight that occasionally plays out,
as Syed Ahmad Khan’s ‘two-
nation theory’ gets routinely
punctured with regional insur-
gencies that refuse to accept the
amalgamation of ethnicities into
Pakistan, just on co-religiosity.
The creation of Bangladesh in
1971 was the most definitive
rebuttal to nationhood based on
a singular religion. The historical
and lingering ‘Pashtunistan’
movement or the Baluch sepa-
ratist movement are direct
byproducts of the shaky bind of
the ‘two-nation theory’ that seeks
to rationalise the foundational
idea of Pakistan.

While Mortimer Durand’s
cartographical flourish to fix the
limits of the British Raj and the
Emirate of Afghanistan as part of
‘Great Game’ was largely ignored
by local Pashtuns on both sides of
the Durand Line – even the lat-
ter-day creation of the State of
Pakistan was met with resistance
by the Khudai Khidmatgar move-
ment. Reasonable leniency of
movement across borders, reten-
tion of local laws, and integration
of Pashtuns into Pakistani gover-
nance (especially into the ‘estab-
lishment’ or the Pakistani Armed
Forces) ensured a gradual waning
of sentiment, till Pakistan soured
relations with Afghanistan and
murmurs of ‘Pashtunistan’ resur-
faced. The willful creation of the
Afghan Mujaheddins in the ’80s
and support to amoral warlords
like Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and
later to the creation of its
Frankensteinian monster i.e.,
Taliban – Pakistan has inadver-
tently reignited and weaponised
the Pashtunistan sentiments with
its metastasized, Tehrik-i-Taliban
(TTP), on the rebound.

Whereas formal insurgency
in the equally lawless Baluchistan
harks back to the stormy signing
of the Instrument of Accession by
the Sardar of Kalat in 1948. The
continued economic marginalisa-
tion, forcible control, human
right violations, and lack of rela-
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It was the moral equivalent
of a fart in a hurricane.
The ‘hurricane’ was the

explosion of the Mount
Pinatubo volcano in the
Philippines in 1991, which
boosted 17 million tons of
sulfur dioxide into the
stratosphere.

The sulfur dioxide didn’t
hurt anything, because there
are no living things in the
stratosphere. Moreover, it
stayed up there long enough,
reflecting some incoming 
sunlight, to lower the average
global temperature by half a
degree Celsius for about 
a year.

This was the time when
‘global warming’ was first
being recognised as a serious
threat to human welfare.
Scientists, aware of this phe-
nomenon, speculated that

putting sulfur dioxide into the
stratosphere might serve as an
‘emergency brake’ if the
warming ever gets out of
control. But there was no
emergency, so they just filed
the idea under ‘contingencies’.

Fast forward three
decades, and last week Luke
Iseman, the cofounder and
CEO of fly-by-night startup
‘Make Sunsets’, revealed that he
pumped a few grams of sulfur
dioxide into a weather balloon
at a secret launch site in
Mexico’s Baja California. He
then freed the balloon to rise
into the stratosphere, where it
presumably ruptured and
released the SO2.

That was the fart. A quite
deliberate fart, intended to
get everybody’s attention. And
Iseman’s company is already
offering to sell $10 “cooling

credits” for releasing one gram
of sulfur dioxide particles in
the stratosphere – enough, he
says, to offset the warming
effect of one ton of carbon
dioxide for one year.

We are currently putting
about 44 billion tons of car-
bon dioxide into the atmos-
phere each year, so counter-
acting one year’s warming at
the price Iseman plans to
charge would bring in $440
billion. That’s about one hun-
dred times the amount that
real scientists calculate it
would cost to cancel one
year’s warming, so it gives
him a decent profit margin.

Is this guy for real? Not
entirely. He was previously a
director of hardware at Y
Combinator, so he is a player
of sorts, and he will undoubt-
edly cash the cheques that peo-

ple send him. But about his
company, ‘Make Sunsets’, he
says that “We joke/not joke
that this is partly a company
and partly a cult.”

The balloon launches
(there were actually two of
them) were pure provocation
without a scintilla of science.
The payloads were so small as
to be meaningless, there was
no instrumentation to observe
the ‘experiments’ anyway, and
Iseman doesn’t even know the
altitude that the balloons actu-
ally burst at.

But he was looking for a
reaction, and he got one. The
scientists who are really inves-
tigating ‘climate engineering’
techniques unanimously con-
demned his rogue behaviour.
Harvard University’s David
Keith blogged that “commer-
cial development cannot pro-

duce the level of transparency
and trust the world needs to
make sensible decisions about
deployment.”

Even Kelly Wanser, the
secretive director of climate
research funder SilverLining,
bestirred herself to email that
“From a business perspective,
reflective cooling effects and
risks cannot currently be
quantified in any meaningful
way.” She added that Iseman
is “offering ‘junk credit’ that
is unlikely to have value to cli-
mate credit.”

And of course the many
people who fear geoengineer-
ing and distrust even the real
scientists who work in the field
rejoiced at the gift Iseman has
given them. He’s exactly the
kind of reckless and egotistical
monster that they imagine
they are fighting, and he has

given them years’ worth of
ammunition for anti-geoengi-
neering propaganda.

Why is Iseman really
doing this? To save humanity,
he probably tells himself. If you
have been nurtured in the self-
regarding Silicon Valley
swamp for long enough, you
can actually believe that the
fate of the human race is in
your hands—and that there’s
no crime in turning a buck or
two while you’re saving it.

But his actions are doing
real damage. We are probably
going to need an emergency
brake on the warming as
soon as the mid-2030s, if the
real-world consequences of
breaching the ‘never-more-
than +1.5 degrees Celsius’
limit are as grave as they are
starting to seem.

That means we have per-

haps a dozen years to do all the
research that will tell us how to
safely deploy ‘stratospheric
aerosol injection’ of sulfur
dioxide (or some alternative
reflecting particle), and to
develop the equipment that
would actually do it. 

It is a highly controversial
topic, largely because there is
a huge amount of disinforma-
tion about it and a lot of
opposition that is really ideo-
logical rather than science-
based. It’s going to take a lot of
time to reach a global consen-
sus that holding the tempera-
ture down temporarily with
geoengineering techniques is
the least bad option.

If Iseman can get enough
attention, he could delay the
consensus for a critical extra
year or two. Am I helping him
by writing this? I hope not.
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(Gwynne Dyer’s new book is
The Shortest History of War)
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The Tawang conflict has ignited
discussions on Chinese objec-
tives and future war scenarios.
On the surface, there seems to be
many causes for triggering the

Tawang conflict. The Chinese side was
vociferous in its opposition to the ‘Yudh
Abhyas’ exercise of the Indian and the US
militaries along the Indo-China borders in
Uttarakhand. Further, the Indian Air Force
was to conduct exercises in the Eastern sec-
tor, and the Tawang transgression served as
a deterrent warning for India against any
display of aerial superiority and build-up
along the contested region.

Although the development points
towards the larger Chinese pattern of
‘Salami Slicing’, at the sub-surface level,
China had different objectives to achieve
from this clash. At the domestic level of
China, the move could be seen as a tactic
by the Xi Jinping Government to divert
attention from the Tiananmen like protests
being faced by the Communist
Government against the unpopular covid
related restrictions.

The building up of nationalistic rhetoric
to divert attention from critical domestic
issues is evident in Chinese transgressions,
as was the case with the Galwan incident,
where China was facing the backlash as the
originator of the virus and its poor man-
agement.

At the regional level, the Tawang trans-
gression is objectively different from the
Galwan clash. Galwan was more strategic
and operational, as indicated by the larger
military build-up along the Depsang plains
and the Chinese occupation of the finger
ridges. On the contrary, if noticed, in the
Tawang sector clashes, the Chinese forces
withdrew immediately post the Corps
commander-level talks, indicating that the
development was largely tactical.

It was a diversionary tactic with an ulte-
rior hidden objective. The aim of the PLA
in Tawang was not occupation but rather
a display of strength apart from an assess-
ment of the Indian readiness in differing cli-
matic conditions.

Through the clash Beijing also wanted
to acclimatise its soldiers for high altitudi-
nal warfare. In modern history, the PLA
remains untested in large-scale military
operations, which means it lacks the plan-
ning as well as operational tactics in a pro-
longed conflict in the mountains. The mil-
itary has not experienced combat in
decades nor fought with its current suite of
capabilities and organisational structures.
From this perspective, China got a ‘hands-
on experience’ for a possible clash. Thus,
China might not push its soldiers in open
and contact warfare where heavy casualties
are a direct consequence.

China may opt for offsetting India’s
operational readiness through hybrid war-
fare. In such a case, it will play the role of
a ‘shadow boxer’ in collusion with Pakistan.

First, it might incite internal strife with-
in India through the malicious use of
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(Nishtha Kaushiki is
Associate Professor in
Central University of

Punjab, Bathinda; Nikhil
Sharma is a research
scholar at the same

University)

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and dis-
information campaigns. If that
doesn’t work, it might choose a sec-
ond option- operationally encour-
aging Pakistan to launch terror
strikes in the Valley while launch-
ing cyber warfare with possible
‘Salami Slicing’ tactics while India
is distracted. Rawalpindi’s despera-
tion to tighten its grip over the
nation after the ending of the cease-
fire with TTP might motivate it to
launch fresh terror strikes in the
Valley. China might just assist
Pakistan in this with the twin
objectives of ‘rescuing’ its CPEC
Project as well as testing India’s
diplomatic outreach.

The next question that comes to
mind is, what tools can China use
against India? Recent developments
under China’s Total Information
warfare must be looked out for.
Beijing can potentially use its
advanced information technology
and communications systems to
gain operational advantage even
before a conflict breaks out.

China has developed a hyper-
sonic missile with a non-nuclear
warhead capable of travelling at
speeds of 4,600 mph. The warhead
can potentially develop an electro-
magnetic impulse which would be
capable of disrupting the power grid
and electrical systems of the adver-
sary within a 5-8 km radius. Such
advanced technological weaponry
has the potential to stop India
from launching counter-offensive
operations against Pakistan’s terror
attacks.

Disruption of power and com-
munication systems can cause may-
hem just before initiating hostilities
in the form of clashes in either of the
sectors. The timing of the AIIMS
cyberattack, which was in sync
with the Tawang clash. It highlight-
ed the strategy of China to involve

in “two-front wars” at both the ter-
ritorial borders and the digital con-
tours.

The AIIMS cyberattack, along
with numerous others, has high-
lighted the vulnerability of the
Critical National Infrastructure at
the civilian and military levels.
India needs to be cautious, especial-
ly in the case of military infrastruc-
ture, hospitals, and other data cen-
tres. There can be a case of sensitive
data theft, such as the medical data
of high-profile patients and the mil-
itary's top brass could be breached
for differing uses.

The example of Iranian hackers
publishing the personal photos and
medical records of Israel’s Mossad
intelligence agency Chief David
Barnea sets an important precedent.

Thus, the Indian government
must prepare for conventional and
non-conventional attacks. After the
recent developments on the LAC,
the Indian government has
announced the deployment of
Pralay tactical missiles with a range
of 150-500 km along the LAC.
These missiles are well suited for
low-level escalations as they provide
an effective deterrent. It also has the
punishing capability to hit the mil-
itary build-up on the Sino-Pak side
without violating international
humanitarian law while achieving
the purpose of ‘self-defence’.

The step is indeed much appre-
ciable. Further, the push by the
Government to develop dual-use
infrastructure in the country pro-
vides an impetus to military respon-
siveness and troop build-up in tar-
geted areas in the case of conflicts.
Also, the planned frontier highway
is a step ahead in the direction to
militarily counter China.

A lot needs to be done too.
There is a need to establish a
National Intelligence Reserve Corps

on the lines of the US, which can be
called upon in times of emergency
when extra support is required for
shorter periods. It can comprise
highly technical individuals from
the private sector, academia or civil
society. Second, a possible establish-
ment of a strategic technological
group within the NSCS that focus-
es exclusively on developing new
and disruptive technologies while
reforming the existing ones apart
from synchronising them between
various stakeholders, such as the
police and the armed forces. These
measures will also encourage inter-
agency cooperation and civil-mili-
tary fusion and give a technologi-
cal edge to the defensive offensive
capabilities.

Further, it is high time that India
developed the offensive capabilities
of cyber warfare and coined the con-
cept of ‘digital sovereignty’.
Simultaneously, the development of
quantum communication satellites
and systems for the armed forces,
which ensures the non-hackability
of communication and the strategic
network, would be a force multipli-
er in the deterrent capabilities. This
technology is really useful in pro-
viding secure channels of commu-
nication to the military in cases of
conflict. Such technologies will
truly keep ‘Buddha Smiling’.

Tactically, developing and
implementing multiple offset strate-
gies that exploit the inherent weak-
ness of Pakistan and China at their
domestic level to limit their opera-
tional cohesiveness could be anoth-
er step. Finally, at the diplomatic
level, India should assertively push
forward the reforming of the exist-
ing multilateral structures that is
able to withstand the asymmetric
power dynamics of the global order
apart from the double standards of
the foreign and security policies.

@(�2�(�6��((��$�)�#�*���:����2���%�$
���������&$��

./0����/3�-



������������������ ��������� � �!"!#
4��	�� 5

�	�� -7	A

The head of the Russian
Orthodox Church called on

Thursday for a 36-hour
Christmas cease-fire in Ukraine
at the end of this week, but his
appeal looked unlikely to bring
any breakthrough in halting the
war that began last February
with Russia's invasion.

Moscow Patriarch Kirill
suggested a truce from noon
Friday through midnight
Saturday, local time. The Russian
Orthodox Church, which uses
the ancient Julian calendar, cel-
ebrates Christmas on January 7.

That is 13 days later than in
the Gregorian calendar.

The proposal got short shrift
from Kyiv officials, with
Ukrainian presidential adviser
Mykhailo Podolyak dismissing
it as “a cynical trap and an ele-
ment of propaganda.”

Kirill has previously justified
Russia's war in Ukraine as part
of a “metaphysical struggle” to
prevent a liberal ideological
encroachment from the West.

Moscow officials made no
immediate comment on Kirill's

overture.
However, Russian President

Vladimir Putin spoke by phone
with Turkey's president
Thursday and the Kremlin said
afterward that Putin “reaffirmed
Russia's openness to a serious
dialogue” with Ukrainian
authorities.

But that professed readiness
came with the usual strings
attached: that “Kyiv authorities
fulfill the well-known and
repeatedly stated demands and
recognise new territorial reali-

ties,” the Kremlin said in a ref-
erence to Moscow's demand
that Ukraine recognize Crimea
as part of Russia and acknowl-
edge other illegal territorial
gains.

Previous attempts at bro-
kering peace talks have fallen at
that hurdle, as Ukraine demands
that at the very least Russia with-
draws from occupied areas.

Elsewhere, the head of
NATO said he detected no
change in Moscow's stance on
Ukraine, insisting that the

Kremlin “wants a Europe where
they can control a neighboring
country.”

“We have no indications
that President Putin has changed
his plans, his goals for Ukraine,”
NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg said in a speech in
Oslo.

Confronted with the
Kremlin's ambitions, Ukraine's
Western allies have renewed a
vow to keep supporting the
country for as long as it takes to
defeat Russia.

In the latest pledge of mili-
tary help, the French Defence
Ministry said on Thursday it
plans talks soon with its
Ukrainian counterpart on the
delivery of armoured combat
vehicles.

France's presidency says it
will be the first time this type of
Western-made wheeled tank
destroyer is sent to the
Ukrainian military.

Also, US President Joe
Biden said Bradley Fighting
Vehicles, a medium armoured
combat vehicle that can serve as
a troop carrier, could be sent to
Ukraine.

The fighting in Ukraine has
increasingly become a war of
attrition in recent weeks, as
winter sets in.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko, deputy
head of the Ukrainian presi-
dential office, said Thursday
that at least five civilians were
killed and eight wounded across
the country by Russian shelling
over the previous 24 hours.

The ongoing intense battle
for Bakhmut has left 60 per cent
of the city in ruins, Donetsk Gov.
Pavlo Kyrylenko said in televised
remarks on Thursday.

He said that the Ukrainian
defenders were still holding the
Russians back, but the Kremlin's
forces have pummeled the city
with relentless shelling.

Bakhmut is a city in the
eastern Donbas, an expansive
industrial region bordering
Russia.

Taking Bakhmut would not
only offer Putin a major battle-
field gain after months of set-
backs, it would also rupture
Ukraine's supply lines and open
a route for Russian forces to
press on toward key Ukrainian
strongholds in Donetsk.
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AUkrainian billionaire and
former legislator suspected

of embezzling more than USD
100 million appeared in a French
court on Thursday, calling the
case against him politically dri-
ven and declaring he wants to
return to Ukraine to fight Rus-
sians who invaded his country.

Mining magnate Kostiantyn
Zhevago, 48, was arrested in the
ski resort of Courchevel in the
French Alps last week based on
an international warrant issued
by Ukraine.

“It's really a political thing.
I have always fought corrupt

people in Ukraine,” Zhevago told
a court hearing on Thursday in
the Alpine city of Chambery. His
wife and daughter were also pre-
sent.

Ukrainian authorities sub-
mitted 244 pages of documents
supporting their request for
Zhevago's extradition, and the
court adjourned until January 19
to study them.

Zhevago said he had noth-
ing to do with the embezzlement
he is accused of, and vigorous-
ly objected to extradition.

“I want to return to Ukraine,
but not to go to prison — to fight
against the (Russian) aggressors,"
he said in his closing appeal.

Zhevago was the principal
beneficiary of Ukraine's now-
defunct Finance and Credit
Bank and the former chief exec-
utive of mining company Fer-
rexpo, among the world's top
exporters of iron ore pellets
and listed on the London Stock
Exchange.

Its operating base is in cen-
tral Ukraine.
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Sitting on comfy armchairs in
a low-lit room smelling of

lavender and pine trees, the
men take deep breaths as they
close their eyes and listen to
meditation music. But this is
not a spa. Uniformed Ukrainian
soldiers are taking a break at
this rehabilitation center in the
Kharkiv region to restore their
bodies and minds before going
back to the front line. 

The relentless 10-month
war has prompted a local com-
mander to transform a Soviet-
era sanatorium into a recovery
center for servicemen to treat
both mental and physical ail-
ments. “This rehabilitation is
helping soldiers, at least for a
week, to put themselves togeth-
er," said Oleksander

Vasylkovskyi, a lieutenant
colonel in the Ukrainian
Armed Forces. 

Vasylkovskyi remembers
how soldiers suffered silently
after returning home from
fighting Russia in Ukraine's
Donbas in 2014. Suicide rates
among veterans increased in the
following years, with many
untreated cases of post-trau-
matic stress disorder. 

He hopes a center like this

can raise awareness of the need
for mental health care and pre-
vent suicides in the future. 

Here, soldiers are offered a
variety of treatments: aquatic
therapy in a hot pool to heal
muscle aches; red light therapy
to improve heart and blood cir-
culation, a salt room for better
breathing; and for those having
nightmares, electrosleep thera-
py - a Soviet-era low-frequen-
cy electrotherapy that is said to

relax the nervous system and
induce sleep.

Psychologists are also avail-
able, not just for the soldiers but
also for their families dealing
with the traumas of war. 

The servicemen also
undergo medical checks,
explained Vasylkovskyi. “It's
the most important thing
because a person develops sev-
eral illnesses from the stress of
fighting.”  In addition to the psy-
chological scars of war, soldiers
also come here to treat menin-
gitis, contusions, amputations,
lung and nerve inflammations,
sleeping disorders, skin dis-
eases, and cardiovascular ill-
nesses, among others.

“If someone has trauma
and cannot walk, my depart-
ment will put them back on
their feet,” said Artem a physi-

cal therapist working at the cen-
ter who cannot reveal his last
name for security reasons. 

More than 2,000 soldiers
have been treated here since the
center opened in June. It
receives support from interna-
tional partners in Latvia,
Lithuania, Romania, Poland,
the U.S. And Spain. 

The cost of one day of reha-
bilitation for one soldier is
around 20 euros, according to
Vasylkovskyi. But more funding
is still needed, he said, “because
(the war) is not over.”

Viktor, whose last name
cannot be published for secu-
rity reasons, worked as a miner
before joining the army. He
took part in the military oper-
ation that pushed Russian
occupying forces out of the
Kharkiv.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Wednesday sent a

frigate armed with the country's
latest Zircon hypersonic missile
on a trans-ocean cruise in a
show of force as tensions with
the West escalate over the war
in Ukraine.

Russia touts that the Zircon
missile can evade any Western
air defenses by flying at an
astounding 7,000 miles per
hour (11,265 km/h). 

Here is a glance at the ship
and its weapons.
THE PRIDE OF THE 
RUSSIAN NAVY

Commissioned by the navy
in 2018 following long trials, the
Admiral Gorshkov is the first
ship in the new series of frigates
which were designed to replace
the aging Soviet-built destroy-
ers as a key strike component of
the Russian navy. Armed with
an array of missiles, the ship is
130-meters (427-feet) long and
has a crew of about 200.

In 2019, it circled the world
oceans on a 35,000-nautical
mile journey.

INTENSIVE TESTS 
The Admiral Gorshkov has

served as the main testbed for
the latest Russian hypersonic
missile, Zircon.

In recent years, the Zircon
has undergone a series of tests,
including being launched at
various practice targets. The
military declared the tests suc-
cessful and Zircon officially
entered service last fall.

Zircon is intended to arm
Russian cruisers, frigates and
submarines and could be used
against both enemy ships and
ground targets. It is one of sev-
eral hypersonic missiles that
Russia has developed.
THE NEW WEAPON

Putin has hailed Zircon as
a potent weapon capable of pen-
etrating any existing anti-mis-
sile defenses by flying nine

times faster than the speed of
sound at a range of more than
1,000 kilometers (over 620
miles). Putin has emphasized
that Zircon gives the Russian
military a long-range conven-
tional strike capability, allowing
it to strike any enemy targets
with precision.

Russia's hypersonic wea-
pons drive emerged as the U.S.
Has been working on its own
Conventional Prompt Global
Strike capability that envisions
hitting an adversary's strategic
targets with precision-guided
conventional weapons any-
where in the world within one
hour. 

Putin heralded Zircon as
Russia's answer to that, claim-
ing that the new weapon has no
rival, giving Russia a strategic
edge.
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President Joe Biden said Wednesday that the US
is considering sending Bradley Fighting

Vehicles to help Ukraine combat Russia's ongo-
ing invasion.

Biden was asked during an exchange with
reporters while travelling in Kentucky whether
providing the tracked armoured fighting vehicle
to Ukraine was on the table. He responded “yes,”
without offering further comment.

With Russia's war on Ukraine now in its 11th
month, Kyiv has been pressing the US for tanks,
longer-range missiles, armour and air defense sys-
tems. Intense fighting has continued in eastern
Ukraine despite the onset of winter.

The Bradley is a medium armoured combat
vehicle that can serve as a troop carrier. It has
tracks rather than wheels, but the vehicle is lighter
and more agile than a tank. It can carry about 10
personnel, or be configured instead to carry addi-
tional ammunition or communications equip-
ment.

Bradleys are still used by the US Army,
although the military has been looking for a
replacement for years.

The Pentagon has already provided Ukraine
with more than 2,000 combat vehicles, including
477 Mine Resistant Ambush Protected Vehicles
and more than 1,200 Humvees.

Biden announced last month that the U.S.
Would for the first time send Ukraine a Patriot
missile battery, the most advanced surface-to-air
missile system the West has provided to help repel
Russian aerial attacks. 

The U.S. Congress last month approved near-

ly $44.9 billion in military and economic aid for
a war that has no end in sight.

The same day Biden acknowledged that he
was weighing sending Bradleys to Ukraine,
France announced it would send French-made
AMX-10 RC light tanks to Ukraine — the first
tanks to be supplied by a Western European coun-
try. That announcement followed a phone call
between French President Emmanuel Macron and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

The French presidency didn't say how many
tanks would be delivered and when. The NATO
member has given Ukraine anti-tank and air
defense missiles and rocket launchers.

Zelenskyy, who visited Washington last
month, has made clear to the U.S. And Western
allies that Ukraine needs more sophisticated
weaponry.

“I assure you that Ukrainian soldiers can per-
fectly operate American tanks and planes for
themselves," Zelenskyy said during an address to
American lawmakers during the visit.
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Pope Francis joined tens of
thousands of faithful in
bidding farewell to Bene-

dict XVI at a rare requiem Mass
Thursday for a dead pope pre-
sided over by a living one, end-
ing an unprecedented decade for
the Catholic Church that was
sparked by the German theolo-
gian’s decision to retire.

Bells tolled and the crowd
applauded as pallbearers carried
Benedict’s cypress coffin out of
the fog-shrouded St. Peter’s
Basilica and placed it before the
altar in the square outside.
Wearing the crimson vestments
typical of papal funerals, Francis
opened the service with a prayer
and closed it by solemnly bless-
ing the simple casket — deco-
rated only with the former
pope’s coat of arms.

In between, Francis made
only fleeting reference to Bene-
dict in his homily, offering a

meditation on Christ instead of
a eulogy of his predecessor's
legacy before the casket was sea-
led and entombed in the basil-
ica grotto.

Heads of state and royalty,
clergy from around the world
and thousands of regular people
flocked to the subdued cere-
mony, despite Benedict’s request
for simplicity and official efforts
to keep the first funeral for a
pope emeritus in modern times
low-key.

Many mourners hailed from
Benedict’s native Bavaria and
donned traditional dress, includ-
ing boiled wool coats to guard
against the morning chill.

“We came to pay homage to
Benedict and wanted to be here
today to say goodbye,” said Ray-
mond Mainar, who traveled
from a small village east of
Munich for the funeral. “He was
a very good pope.”

Ignoring exhortations for
decorum at the end, some in the

crowd held banners or shouted
“Santo Subito!” — “Sainthood
Now!” — echoing the sponta-
neous chants that erupted dur-
ing St. John Paul II’s 2005 funer-
al.

The former Joseph Ratzin-

ger, who died Dec. 31 at age 95,
is considered one of the 20th
century’s greatest theologians
and spent his lifetime upholding
church doctrine. But he will go
down in history for a singular,
revolutionary act that changed

the future of the papacy: He
retired, the first pope in six cen-
turies to do so.

Francis has praised Bene-
dict’s courage in stepping aside,
saying it “opened the door” for
other popes to do the same.

Some 50,000 people attend-
ed Thursday's Mass, according
to the Vatican, after around
200,000 paid their respects dur-
ing three days of public viewing.

Only Italy and Germany
were invited to send official del-
egations, but other leaders took
the Vatican up on its offer and
came in their “private capacity.”
They included several heads of
state, at least four prime minis-
ters and two delegations of royal
representatives. In addition, a
host of patriarchs joined 125 car-
dinals in the seats to the side of
the altar, and the Russian
Orthodox Church sent its for-
eign envoy.

Among those attending was
Hong Kong Cardinal Joseph
Zen, who was given special
court permission to attend the
funeral. Zen was detained in
May on suspicion of colluding
with foreign forces under
China's national security law
after he fell afoul of authorities

over his participation in a now-
silenced democracy movement.
His passport was revoked when
he was detained.

Benedict’s close confidants
were also in attendance, and the
former pope’s longtime secre-
tary, Archbishop Georg
Gaenswein, bent down and
kissed a book of the Gospels that
was left open on the coffin
before the ceremony began.

Matteo Colonna, a 20-year-
old seminarian from Teramo,
Italy, said he came in part
because of the historic nature of
the funeral — but also because
it had personal resonance for
him.

“The first spark of my voca-
tion started under the pontificate
of Benedict, but then it became
even stronger under Pope
Francis,” Colonna said, while sit-
ting in prayer in St. Peter’s
Square at dawn. “I see a conti-
nuity between these two popes
and the fact that today Francis

is celebrating the funeral in
Benedict’s memory is an histor-
ical event."

But the service was also sig-
nificant for what it lacked: the
feeling of uncertainty that would
normally accompany the pass-
ing of a pope before a new one
is elected. Instead, with Francis
in place, Benedict’s death
marked the end of a decade in
which a reigning pope lived
alongside a retired one.

“Benedict has been the
bridge between John Paul and
Francis,” said Alessandra Aprea,
a 56-year-old from Meta di
Sorrento near Naples. “We could
not have Francis without him.”

Early Thursday the Vatican
released the official history of
Benedict's life, a short document
in Latin that was placed in a
metal cylinder in his coffin
before it was sealed, along with
the coins and medallions mint-
ed during his papacy and his
pallium stoles.
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North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un's disclosure of his

daughter in recent public events
was likely an attempt to show
his people that one of his chil-
dren would one day inherit his
power in what would be the
country's third hereditary
power transfer, South Korea's
spy service told lawmakers on
Thursday. Kim publicly took his
daughter to three events in the
past few months: a missile

launch site, a photo session with
weapons scientists and a tour-
ing of a missile facility.

State media called her
Kim's “most beloved child,”
sparking outside debate over
whether she's being groomed as
his heir apparent, though she's
believed to be around 9 or 10
years old.

In a closed-door Parlia-
mentary committee meeting,
the National Intelligence Service
said it assessed that by taking his
daughter to public places, Kim
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Nepal's Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal

'Prachanda' has intensified nego-
tiations with other parties to
secure the required majority
votes ahead of a vote of confi-
dence in Parliament next week.

The Prachanda-led coalition
government requires at least
138 votes in the 275-member
House of Representatives to
survive the vote of confidence.
Prachanda claims that he has the
support of 169 lawmakers.

Prachanda on Wednesday
held a meeting with former
premier and CPN (Unified
Socialist) Chairman Madhav
Kumar Nepal to seek his sup-
port. The Madhav Nepal-led
party has 10 seats in the House
of Representatives (HoR).

During the meeting held at
the Maoist Centre's Parliamen-
tary Party office in Singha
Durbar, Prachanda proposed
to work together in the new gov-
ernment, MyRepublica news-

paper reported on Thursday.
The Prime Minister request-

ed the CPN (Unified Socialist)
leader to cast votes in his favour
during the confidence motion,
the newspaper reported, citing
Dahal's Personal Secretary
Ramesh Malla.

However, Madhav Nepal
did not give any words to the
Prime Minister about his party's
support to the new govern-
ment.

The CPN (Unified Socialist)
leader earlier on Wednesday
said his party is not in a hurry
to join the Prachanda-led coali-
tion government.

He said that his party will
take the decision on January 10
after looking at the policies and
programmes of the government
and the activities of the political
parties that are part of the gov-
ernment.

Prachanda was appointed as
the new prime minister with the
support of 169 parliamentarians
including UML, Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP), Rastriya

Prajatantra Party (RPP), Janta
Samajwadi Party (JSP), Janamat
Party, Nagarik Unmukti Party
and three independent law-
makers.

According to the existing
constitutional provision in
Nepal, a prime minister appoint-
ed under Article 76(2) needs to
secure a vote of confidence
from the parliament within 30
days of the appointment.

As of Wednesday, there was
no certainty whether the RPP

and JSP would support Dahal
during the trust vote in parlia-
ment on January 10. While JSP
has said that it will join the gov-
ernment only if the party is given
a dignified position in the gov-
ernment, RPP has also
announced to support the
Dahal-led government only after
seeing the government's
Common Minimum Program
(CMP).

While the UML has a total
79 members including one inde-
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Prince Harry has made a
shocking revelation in his

upcoming autobiography that
his brother Prince William
"knocked" him to the floor dur-
ing an argument over his
American wife Meghan Markle,
according to a media report.

Describing a confrontation
at his London home in 2019,
Harry says William called
Meghan "difficult", "rude" and
"abrasive", which Harry calls a
"parrot (ing of) the press narra-
tive” about his American wife,
according to the Guardian,
which says it has seen a copy of
the duke's memoir 'Spare' .

The confrontation escalated,
Harry writes, until William
“grabbed me by the collar, rip-
ping my necklace, and …
knocked me to the floor," the
paper says.

The extraordinary scene,
which Harry says resulted in vis-
ible injury to his back, is one of
many in the book, which will be
published worldwide next week.
The book is likely to spark a
serious furore for the British

royal family.
The Kensington Palace said

it "has no comment to make".
The book's title comes from

an old saying in royal and aris-
tocratic circles: that a first son is
an heir to titles, power and for-
tune, and a second is, therefore,
a spare, should anything happen
to the first-born, the report
added.

Spare is a remarkable vol-
ume, in which the altercation
between the two princes forms
a startling passage.

Harry, 38, writes that
William, 40, wanted to talk
about “the whole rolling cata-
strophe” of their relationship and
struggles with the press.

After William complained
about Meghan, Harry told him
he was repeating the press nar-
rative and that he expected bet-
ter. But William, Harry says, was
not being rational, leading to the
two men shouting over each
other.

Harry then accused his
brother of acting like an heir,
unable to understand why his
younger brother was not content
to be a spare.
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Patients, most of them
elderly, are lying on stret-
chers in hallways and tak-

ing oxygen while sitting in
wheelchairs as COVID-19
surges in China's capital Beijing.

The Chuiyangliu hospital in
the city's east was packed with
newly arrived patients on
Thursday. By mid-morning beds
had run out, even as ambulances
continued to bring those in
need.

Hard-pressed nurses and
doctors rushed to take informa-
tion and triage the most urgent
cases.

The surge in severely ill peo-
ple needing hospital care follows
China abandonment of its most
severe pandemic restrictions
last month after nearly three
years of lockdowns, travels bans
and school closures that weighed
heavily on the economy and
prompted street protests not
seen since the late 1980s.

It also comes as the the
European Union on Wednesday
“strongly encouraged” its mem-
ber states to impose pre-depar-
ture COVID-19 testing of pas-
sengers from China.

Over the past week, EU
nations have reacted with a
variety of restrictions toward
travelers from China, disre-
garding an earlier commitment
to act in unity.

Italy  where the pandemic
first exacted a heavy toll in

Europe in early 2020  was the
first EU member to require
coronavirus tests for airline pas-
sengers coming from China, but
France and Spain quickly fol-
lowed with their own measures.

That followed the imposi-
tion by the US of a requirement
that all passengers from China
show a negative test result
obtained in the previous 48
hours before departure.

China has warned of “coun-
termeasures” if such policies
were to be imposed across the
bloc.

Still, World Health Organi-
sation head Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesus said Wednesday he
was concerned about the lack of
outbreak data from the Chinese
government.

At a daily briefing on Thurs-
day, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said
Beijing has consistently “shared
information and data with the
international community in an
open and transparent manner."

“At present, China's
COVID-19 situation is under
control," Mao said. “Also, we
hope that the WHO secretariat
will take a science-based, objec-
tive and impartial position to
play a positive role in address-

ing the pandemic globally."
The terse language between

China and the WHO contrasts
sharply with what critics in the
US Congress and elsewhere
called an overly friendly rela-
tionship between the two as the
UN organisation sought to pro-
be the origins of the pandemic.

While the first cases were
reported in the central Chinese
city of Wuhan in late 2019,
China has claimed the virus
originated in the US or Europe
and has been accused of with-
holding data that could help nar-
row the search for the cause.

In dealing with the latest

outbreak, China has sought to
get more of its elderly population
vaccinated, but those efforts
have been hampered by past
scandals involving fake med-
ications and previous warnings
about adverse reactions to the
vaccines among older people.

China's domestically devel-
oped vaccines are also consid-
ered less effective than the
mRNA jabs used elsewhere.

Meanwhile, local authorities
in some areas are appealing to
the public to avoid traveling dur-
ing this month's Lunar New Year
holiday, as the last formal restric-
tions on movement are lifted.

“We recommend that every-
one not return to their home-
towns unless necessary during
the peak of the outbreak,” the
government of Shaoyang coun-
ty in Hunan province in central
China said in a notice dated
Thursday.

“Avoid visiting relatives and
traveling between regions.
Minimize travel.”

Similar appeals were issued
by Shouxian county in Anhui
province southeast of Beijing
and the cities of Qingyang in
Gansu province in the northwest
and Weifang in Shandong on the
east coast.

The Weifang government
notice said residents should cel-
ebrate the holiday with video
and phone gatherings.

“Avoid visiting relatives and
friends to protect yourself and
others,” it said.
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Afghanistan's ruling Taliban
killed eight Islamic State

militants and arrested nine oth-
ers in a series of raids targeting
key figures in a spate of attacks
in Kabul, a senior Taliban gov-
ernment spokesman said on
Thursday.

Zabihullah Mujahid, spo-
kesman for the Taliban govern-
ment, said the raids in the cap-
ital city and western Nimroz
province on Wednesday target-
ed IS militants who organised
recent attacks on Kabul's Longan
Hotel, Pakistan's embassy and
the military airport.

Eight IS fighters, including
foreign nationals, were killed
and seven others arrested in

Kabul, while a separate opera-
tion in western Nimroz province
resulted in two more IS arrests,
Mujahid said.

“These members had a
main role in the attack on the
Chinese hotel and paved the way
for foreign IS members to come
to Afghanistan,” Mujahid said in
a tweet.
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House Republicans flailed
through a second day of

multiple balloting Wednesday,
unable to elect their leader
Kevin McCarthy as House
speaker or come up with a new
strategy to end the political
chaos that has tarnished the start
of their new majority.

For a fourth, fifth and sixth
time, Republicans tried to vote
McCarthy into the top job as the
House plunged deeper into dis-
array. But the votes were pro-
ducing almost the same out-
come, 20 conservative holdouts
still refusing to support him, and
leaving him far short of the 218
typically needed to win the
gavel.

In fact, McCarthy saw his
tally slip to 201, as one fellow
Republican switched to vote
simply present.

Seeing no quick way out of
the political standoff, Republi-
cans voted abruptly late Wednes-
day to adjourn as they desper-
ately searched for an endgame to
the chaos of their own making.
They were due back at 8 pm.

“Well, it's Groundhog Day,”
said Rep. Kat Cammack, R-
Fla., in nominating McCarthy
on the sixth ballot.

She said, “To all Americans
watching right now, We hear
you. And we will get through
this  no matter how messy.”

But the right-flank conser-
vatives, led by the Freedom
Caucus and aligned with Donald
Trump, appeared emboldened
by the standoff  though Trump
publicly backed McCarthy.

“This is actually an invigo-
rating day for America,” said
Rep. Byron Donalds, R-Fla.,
who was nominated three times
by his conservative colleagues as
an alternative. “There's a lot of
members in the chamber who
want to have serious conversa-
tions about how we can bring
this all to a close and elect a
speaker.”

McCarthy, the California
Republican, vowed to keep fight-
ing despite the gruelling spec-
tacle, unlike any in modern
times, that threw the new major-
ity into tumult a day earlier.
Animated private discussions
broke out on the chamber floor
between McCarthy supporters
and detractors searching for an
endgame.

The House gaveled in at
noon, but no other work could
be done  swearing in new mem-
bers, forming committees, tack-
ling legislation, investigating the
Biden administration  until the
speaker was elected. 

“I still have the most votes,”

McCarthy said at the start of the
session. “At the end of the day,
we'll be able to get there.”

But the dynamic proved no
different from Day One, as
Democrats re-upped their
leader, Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, for
speaker, and Donalds offered his
challenge to McCarthy in anoth-
er history making moment.
Both Jeffries and Donalds are
Black.

“This country needs lead-
ership,” said Rep. Chip Roy, the
Texas Republican noting the first
time in history two Black
Americans were nominated for
the high office, and lawmakers
from both parties rose to
applaud.

It was the first time in 100
years that a nominee for House
speaker could not take the gavel
on the first vote, but McCarthy
appeared undeterred. Instead, he
vowed to fight to the finish.

The disorganized start to the
new Congress pointed to diffi-
culties ahead with Republicans
now in control of the House.
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A16-year-old Palestinian was
killed on Thursday by Israeli

fire during an arrest raid in the
occupied West Bank city of
Nablus on Thursday, the
Palestinian Health Ministry said.
It was the latest bloodshed in the
region that has seen Israeli-
Palestinian tensions surge for
almost a year. An Israeli rights
group said earlier this week
that 2022 was the deadliest year
for Palestinians since 2004, a
period of intense violence that
came during a Palestinian upris-
ing.

Palestinian health officials
said Amer Abu Zeitoun, 16, died
after he was shot in the head by
Israeli soldiers. The official
Palestinian news agency WAFA
said Abu Zeitoun was shot dur-
ing clashes between Palestinians
and Israeli soldiers during an
army arrest raid. It was not
immediately clear if Abu
Zeitoun was taking part in the
confrontations.

The Israeli police said that
a joint force of soldiers, border
police and Shin Bet security
agents arrested two wanted per-
sons in the Balata refugee camp
next to Nablus.

aims to show North Koreans his
resolve to hold another round of
hereditary power transition, Yoo
Sang-bum, one of the lawmakers
who attended the private NIS
briefing, told reporters.

pendent lawmaker joining the
party, the Maoist Center has 32
members in the parliament.
Similarly, RSP-led by Rabi
Lamichhane has 20 seats and
Janamat Party-led by CK Raut
has six members. This will bring
a total 137 members to Dahal
during the trust vote.

Although two independent
lawmakers are set to support
Prachanda during the vote of
confidence, Prime Minister
Dahal wants to make sure that
he has a comfortable majority in
parliament. As such, Prime
Minister Prachanda has been
simultaneously holding talks
with JSP, which has 12 members,
and RPP, which has 14 members
in parliament.
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Equity benchmarks buck-
led under selling pres-
sure for the second

straight session on Thursday as
traders reduced their exposure
to riskier assets after minutes
from the US Federal Reserve's
latest meeting indicated more
rate hikes this year.

Continuous foreign fund
outflows added to the selling
pressure, market participants
said. Paring initial gains, the 30-
share BSE Sensex tumbled
304.18 points or 0.50 per cent
to close at 60,353.27.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty dipped 50.80 points or
0.28 per cent to end at
17,992.15.

Bajaj Finance was the top
loser among Sensex con-
stituents, plunging 7.21 per
cent, followed by Bajaj Finserv,
ICICI Bank, Infosys, Power
Grid, Titan, Axis Bank, and
Tech Mahindra.

In contrast, ITC, NTPC,

Hindustan Unilever, Mahindra
& Mahindra, Nestle India, Sun
Pharma and Tata Steel were
among the gainers, climbing as
much as 1.91 per cent.

The market breadth was
negative, with 18 declines com-
pared to 12 advances.

"Globally, investors are
digesting the Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
minutes with stock markets
trading lower revealing that
the Fed officials are deter-
mined to tame inflation by
maintaining its aggressive
stance. Financials led the loss-
es in the domestic market, fol-
lowing dismal business num-

bers from NBFC leader.
"Oil prices recovered after

falling sharply on fears of a
worldwide recession, as
investors remain optimistic
about long-term demand," said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge climbed
0.33 per cent and smallcap
index inched up 0.01 per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
financial services declined 1 per
cent, bankex dipped 0.78 per
cent, teck (0.61 per cent), IT
(0.61 per cent) and telecom-
munication (0.20 per cent).

Oil & Gas rallied 1.60 per

cent, FMCG climbed 1.36 per
cent, energy jumped 1.28 per
cent, auto 1.12 per cent and
metal 1.03 per cent.

"Markets have been drifting
lower amid mixed signals from
the global front however the
pace of decline is gradual,
thanks to rotational buying in
select index majors from across
sectors... Amid all, we recom-
mend continuing with stock-
specific approach while keeping
a check on the position size,"
said Ajit Mishra, VP - Technical
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

Minutes from the US
Federal Reserve's December
meeting showed that officials
remained determined to keep
rates high in 2023 and wanted
more evidence of cooling infla-
tion before easing its tight
monetary policy.

Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended in the green on optimism
over China restricting its anti-
COVID measures.
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Rallying for the second
straight session, the rupee

jumped 37 paise to close at 82.45
against the US dollar on
Thursday amid a weak green-
back overseas.

Forex traders said factors
like strong Asian peers and
crude oil prices trading below
USD 80 per barrel also helped
the local currency.

However, unabated foreign
fund outflows and a weak trend
in domestic equities dented
investor sentiments.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the domestic
unit opened at 82.75 and
touched an intra-day high of
82.50 and a low of 82.80 against
the greenback.

It finally ended at 82.45, reg-
istering a rise of 37 paise over its
previous close.

On Wednesday, the rupee
recovered from its all-time low
level and settled at 82.82 against
the dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six currencies,
declined 0.06 per cent to 104.18.

"The Indian rupee gained
for a second day in trot sup-
ported by a weaker greenback
and stronger regional peers.
However, the gain was cur-

tailed amid foreign fund out-
flows...," said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

The December Federal
Open Market Committee
(FOMC) minutes barely affect-
ed the forex market as nothing
new came from the minutes, he
added. On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 304.18 points or
0.50 per cent to end at 60,353.27,
while the broader NSE Nifty fell
50.80 points or 0.28 per cent to
17,992.15.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude futures rose 2.62 per cent
to USD 79.88 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) remained net
sellers in the capital markets on
Thursday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 1,449.45 crore,

according to exchange data.
"Officials at the Federal

Reserve's December policy
meeting agreed the US central
bank should slow the pace of its
aggressive interest rate increas-
es. Overall the minutes were
hawkish and that kept the dol-
lar supported at lower levels,"
said Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

Focus will be on services
PMI and private payrolls num-
bers from the US.

"We expect the USD-INR
(Spot) to trade positive and
quote in the range of 82.50 and
83.05," Somaiya added.

According to Jateen Trivedi,
VP Research Analyst at LKP
Securities, the rupee gained as
crude oil prices were trading
below USD 80 per barrel.
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The government is planning
to come out with a compre-

hensive policy for mandatory
adoption of Indian Standard
Time (IST) nationwide, a senior
consumer affairs ministry offi-
cial said.

The purpose is to ensure
synchronization of all networks
and computers to IST and adop-
tion of IST by Telecom Service
Providers, Internet Service
Providers, power grids, banks,
stock exchange, etc, the official
said. Presently, IST is not being
adopted mandatorily by all tele-
com and internet service
providers. They are utilising
the servers synchronised to
other sources such as Global
Navigation Satellite System
(GNSS).

The Department of Consu-
mer Affairs (DoCA) is already
working on a project in coordi-

nation with the National Phy-
sical Laboratory (NPL) and
Indian Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO) to generate and
disseminate accurate time trace-
able to IST.

Speaking to PTI, the official
said the ministry is also planning
to develop a comprehensive
policy and regulatory frame-
work for "mandatory adoption
of IST" under the Legal
Metrology Act, 2009.

Consultants will be hired for
carrying out a detailed assess-
ment of the requirements of time
synchronisation, study best
international practices in this
domain and lay down plans and
procedures for effective imple-
mentation of the project.

"It is imperative that all net-
works and computers within the
country, especially those that
cater to the real time applications
to the strategic sectors for
national security, be synchro-

nized to the national time stan-
dard," the official said.

The project which is being
implemented along with NPL
and ISRO aims to create tech-
nology and infrastructure to
disseminate IST from five sites
across India to all the telecom
operators, power grids, financial
institutions, data centres, com-
mon citizens etc.

These locations are the
Regional Reference Standard
Laboratories (RRSLs) of DoCA
at Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Bhubaneswar, Faridabad and
Guwahati.

"Upon completion, the pro-
ject is expected to enhance
national security and reduce
the error in time synchronisa-
tion," the official added.

Precise time is essential for
country's strategic and non-
strategic sectors for navigation,
tele-communication, internet,
power grid synchronization,
banking systems, digital gover-
nance, transport systems, finan-
cial transactions, defence sys-
tems, cyber physical systems,
and upcoming technologies of
5G, artificial intelligence and
internet of things.

Precise time with nanosec-
ond accuracy is also required for
high-end research in science,
namely, measurement of fun-
damental physical constants,
detection of the gravitational
waves, geodesy, deep space navi-
gation, radio telescopes, etc.
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Six entities, including HSBC
and Creditwatch, have been

allowed to test their fintech
products to prevent and mitigate
financial fraud as part of the
fourth cohort under the RBI's
regulatory sandbox scheme.

Regulatory sandbox refers
to the live testing of new prod-
ucts or services in a con-
trolled/test regulatory environ-
ment for which the regulators
may permit certain relaxations.

The Reserve Bank announ-
ced the opening of the fourth
cohort under the regulatory
sandbox in June 2022 for the
prevention and mitigation of
financial fraud.

The RBI said it had received
nine applications under the
fourth cohort, of which six enti-
ties have been selected for the
'test phase'.

The six entities are —
Bahwan Cybertek, Crediwatch
Information Analytics, enStage
Software (Wibmo), HSBC in
collaboration with Wibmo,
napID Cybersec and Trusting
Social. The selected entities
would commence testing their
products in February.

The applications for the
fourth cohort were received
from June 15 to August 1, 2022.

The regulatory sandbox
allows the regulator, innovators,
financial service providers and
customers to conduct field tests

to collect evidence on the ben-
efits and risks of new financial
products.

The objective of the regula-
tory sandbox is to foster respon-
sible innovation in financial
services, promote efficiency and
bring benefits to consumers.

As per the RBI, the first and
foremost benefit of the regula-
tory sandbox is that it fosters
'learning by doing' on all sides.
Among other benefits, the reg-
ulatory sandbox could lead to
better outcomes for consumers
through an increased range of
products and services, reduced
costs and improved access to

financial services.
The RBI invited applications

for the first cohort with the
theme 'Retail Payments' in
November 2019 and for the sec-
ond cohort with the theme of
'Cross Border Payments' in
December 2020.

The target applicants for
entry to the regulatory sandbox
are fintech companies, including
startups, banks, financial insti-
tutions, any other company and
Limited Liability Partnerships
(LLPs) and partnership firms,
partnering with or providing
support to financial services
businesses.
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Retail sales of overall vehicles
in India grew by 15.28 per

cent to 2,11,20,441 units in
2022 led by record sales of pas-
senger vehicles and tractors,
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations (FADA)
said on Thursday.

In 2021, total retail sales of
vehicles in India were at
1,83,21,760 units, FADA said in
a statement.

Two-wheelers retail sales
stood at 1,53,88,062 units last
year, a growth of 13.37 per cent
from 2021 when sales stood at
1,35,73,682 units.

Passenger vehicles (PV)
retail sales were at 34,31,497
units in 2022, as against
29,49,182 units in 2021, up
16.35 per cent, it added.

FADA President Manish
Raj Singhania said, "For CY2022,
while total vehicle retails grew by
15 per cent year-on-year and 17
per cent compared to CY20 it
failed to surpass CY19 retails, (a
pre-Covid year) and registered
a fall of 10 per cent."

He further said, "The PV
category during this period con-
tinued to gain new grounds by
clocking 34.31 lakh retails dur-
ing the full year. This is by far,
the highest retails which PV has
done till date."

Singhania, however, lament-
ed that the two-wheeler segment
once again failed to impress as
retail sales during December
2022 continued to fall after two
good months.

"Reasons like rise in infla-
tion, increased cost of owner-
ship, rural market yet to pick up
fully and increased EV sales, the
ICE (internal combustion
engine) two-wheeler segment is
yet to see any green shoots," he
added.

In 2022, commercial vehi-
cles retail sales stood at 8,65,344
units, as against 6,55,696 units
in 2021, a growth of 31.97 per
cent.

"The CV segment has con-
tinued to grow during entire
CY2022 and is now almost at
par with CY2019 retails. With an
uptick in demand in LCV (light
commercial vehicles), HCV
(heavy commercial vehicles),
buses and construction equip-
ment, the government's contin-
ued push for infrastructure
development has kept this seg-
ment going," 
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Sundararaman Ramamurthy
has assumed charge as Mana-

ging Director and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of leading stock
exchange BSE.

In a regulatory filing last
year, BSE said that markets reg-
ulator Sebi has approved the
appointment of Ramamurthy as
its Managing Director & Chief
Executive Officer.

"Sundararaman Ramamur-
thy has assumed charge as
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of BSE," the
exchange said in a release on
Wednesday. The appointment is
subject to acceptance of the
offer made to Ramamurthy and
fulfillment of terms and condi-
tions, it added. The appointment
comes after BSE's erstwhile MD
& CEO Ashishkumar Chauhan
resigned from the bourse in July
2022 and moved to NSE.

Ramamurthy has previous-
ly served as the senior member
of the National Stock Exchange
(NSE) since its inception.
However, after serving this role,
he took up the position of MD
and Chief Operating Officer at
the Indian arm of Bank of
America.
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Capital markets regulator Sebi
on Thursday extended the

relaxation to listed companies
whereby they will not be
required to dispatch physical
copies of the annual reports to
their shareholders till September
this year.

Earlier, the regulator had
given similar relaxations to list-
ed companies till December
2022. The fresh decision has
been taken after Sebi received
representations from listed
companies, seeking dispensation
from requirements of sending
hard copies of annual reports to
the shareholders.

Against this backdrop, the
watchdog has decided to provide
relaxation till September 30,
2023, from LODR (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, per-
taining to dispatching of hard
copies of the annual report to
shareholders, according to a
circular.

The LODR rules require
listed companies to dispatch a
hard copy of the statement con-
taining salient features of all the
documents — financial state-
ments, board's report, auditor's
report — to those shareholders
who have not registered their
email addresses. 

However, Sebi said listed

entities are required to send hard
copies of full annual reports to
those shareholders who request
the same. Further, the notice of
the annual general meeting
(AGM) published by advertise-
ment under the norms would
disclose the web link to the
annual report so as to enable
shareholders to have access to
the full annual report.

Separately, the regulator has
eased the rules for entities,
which listed their non-convert-
ible securities, from dispatching
hard copies of annual reports to
debenture holders. The relax-
ations have been extended till
September 2023. Earlier such
relaxations were given till
December 2022.

The latest move also comes
after the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (MCA) on December 28
last year extended the relaxations
from dispatching physical copies
of financial statements to the
shareholders for the AGMs con-
ducted till September 30, 2023.
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Sales of residential apartments,
which rose 68 per cent in

2022, are likely to sustain this
year on likely moderation in
inflation and better price deals
from builders, according to JLL
India. 

In a statement, JLL India on
Thursday said that the sale of
apartments grew 68 per cent to
2,15,666 units in 2022 from
1,28,064 units in the previous
year across seven major cities —
Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, Benga-
luru, Hyderabad, Chennai,
Kolkata and Pune. 

Mumbai includes Mumbai
city, Mumbai suburbs, Thane
city and Navi Mumbai. 

The annual sales of 2,15,666
units recorded in 2022, the
highest in over a decade, next to
the peak seen in 2010 at 2,16,762
units, it added. 

Data includes only apart-
ments, while rowhouses, villas
and plotted developments have
been excluded.

On the outlook, JLL India
said, "Sales momentum is like-
ly to sustain in 2023 on the
expectations of moderating
inflation supporting a reversal in
repo rate hikes". 

"Moreover, likely measures
from stakeholders, such as
longer loan tenures and attrac-
tive pricing deals, will keep
buyers' affordability levels with-
in comfort," it added. 

JLL India noted that the
sales of apartments rose despite
the rise in mortgage rates, prop-
erty prices and global headwinds
during 2022. 

"The (sales) momentum
inhibitor looks to be a temporary
one as India has a resilient
domestic economy and robust
macroeconomic fundamentals,"
said Siva Krishnan, Managing
Director and Head, Residential
Services, India, JLL. Comment-
ing on the report, Pradeep Agg-
arwal, Chairman of Signature
Global, said the housing demand
scenario has changed signifi-
cantly post-COVID. 

"Most families now under-
stand the importance of owning
a house and this is why we are
witnessing strong demand in the
housing sector," he noted. 

However, Aggarwal said,
the sector needs support from
the government in the upcom-
ing Budget so that the demand
remains intact even in 2023. 

Trehan Group MD Saransh
Trehan said, "The good sign is
that recent hikes in home loan
interest rates have not impact-
ed housing demand much". 
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The increased price of coal con-
tinue to be a drag on the margin
of domestic base metal players
with no immediate relief in
sight, rating agency ICRA said
on Thursday.

In a recent note on the pri-
mary base metal industry, ICRA
said that the earnings of the
industry would continue to
remain under pressure in the sec-
ond half of the current fiscal, fol-
lowing a dull performance in the
first half of FY'23.

"Elevated coal costs along
with metal price corrections
remain the key headwinds affect-

ing the margins, with no imme-
diate relief in sight," ICRA said
in a statement.

On account of input cost
pressures, the rating agency said
it has revised its estimates of
operating profitability of domes-
tic players downward to 18 per
cent in the current fiscal.

ICRA's operating profitabil-
ity forecast for domestic players
is almost 3 percentage points
lower compared to its earlier
forecast made in September last
year and 10 percentage points
lower compared to FY'22.
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Country's largest power gen-
erator, NTPC Ltd com-

missions India's first green
hydrogen blending project. The
green hydrogen blending has
been started in the piped nat-
ural gas (PNG) network of
NTPC Kawastownship, Surat.
The project is a joint effort of
NTPC and Gujarat Gas
Limited (GGL). 

The first molecule of green
hydrogen from the project was
set in motion by Shri P Ram
Prasad, head of project, Kawas
in presence of other senior
executives of NTPC Kawas
and GGL.

After the start of blending
operation, NTPC Kawas held
awareness workshops for town-
ship residents with help of
GGL officials.

NTPC and GGL have
worked relentlessly towards
achieving this milestone in
record time after the founda-
tion stone laying by the Hon'ble
Prime Minister of India on
30th July 2022. This set-up is
geared up to supply H2-NG
(natural gas) to households of
Kawastownship at Adityanagar,
Surat. Green hydrogen in
Kawas is made by electrolysis
of water using power from
already installed 1 MW float-
ing solar project.
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Domestic air passenger traf-
fic grew 15 per cent year-

on-year to around 129 lakh in
December 2022 but remained 1
per cent lower than the pre-
pandemic level (December
2019), rating agency Icra said on
Thursday. 

Icra has also maintained a
'Negative' outlook on the Indian
aviation industry. 

In the April-December
period of the current fiscal,
domestic passenger traffic is
estimated at around 986 lakh,
registering around 63 per cent

year-on-year growth and lower
by approximately 9 per cent
compared to April-December
2019 (pre-COVID levels), it
said. At the same time, the air-
lines deployed slightly higher
capacity (less than 1 per cent) in
the previous month over the
year-ago period, the rating
agency said, adding that it,
however, was lower by around
7 per cent than the pre-COVID
levels. 

According to Icra, the
domestic aviation industry
operated at an estimated pas-
senger load factor of around 91
per cent in December 2022.
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Gurugram: President of India,
Droupadi Murmu virtually
dedicated transmission system
builtfor evacuation of 8.9 GW
of solar power in Bhadla,
Fatehgarh and Bikaner regions
of Rajasthan at a function held
at Raj Bhavan in Jaipur on
January 3. 

The transmission system
has been built by Power Grid
Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID), a Maharatna
company of Ministry of Power,
Government of India. 

Governor of Rajasthan,
Kalraj Mishra, Chief Minister
of Rajasthan, Ashok Gehlot,
senior officials of Government
of Rajasthan and others were
present. PNS

���)%&����&�&%6���)
����)#%))%���)*)��#�

,�:�:��!���)�����1��;$��8

�	)��	6�	����	��6���������
���9�����	�����������	�����
�������	�����������	����	�



�����99
������������������ ��������� � �!"!#

�	�� ���

France international Samuel
Umtiti reportedly left the

pitch in tears after he and
Lecce teammate Lameck Banda
suffered racist abuse from vis-
iting Lazio fans in Italy's Serie
A on Wednesday.

The referee stopped the
game in the second half
because of racist taunts "com-
ing from the visitor sector
occupied by Lazio support-
ers", Italian news agency Ansa
said.

Cameroon-born defender
Umtiti, who won the 2018
World Cup with France and is
on loan at Lecce from Barce-
lona, was the primary target of
the abuse. Lazio fans also
hurled racist insults at Zambian
international Banda during the
first half, Ansa reported.

Lecce president Saverio
Sticchi Damiani said that the
referee halted the game and
after stadium announcers
called for the abuse to stop,
"Umtiti asked that the match
resume".

The 29-year-old Umtiti left
the pitch in tears at the end of
the match and also a standing
ovation from the Lecce crowd,
according to Italian media.

"He wanted to respond on
the pitch to the insults. He
reacted like a true champion,"
newspaper Gazzetta dello Sport
quoted Damiani as saying.

Lecce, who won 2-1, after-
wards praised their fans for
responding to the abuse by
chanting Umtiti's name.

"The racist insults were

drowned out by the cheers of
encouragement for our cham-
pion!" the club said on Twitter,
along with the hashtag in
English #KeepRacismOut.

FIFA president Gianni
Infantino also threw his sup-
port behind Umtiti and Banda.

"Let's shout it loud and
clear: NO TO RACISM! May
the huge majority of fans, who
are good people, stand up to
shut up all the racists once and
for all!" he wrote in an
Instagram post.
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Portuguese superstar Cristi-
ano Ronaldo faces a wait to

make his Al Nassr debut because
the Saudi club have exceeded
their quota for foreign players,
club sources said on Thursday.

When he was unveiled with
great fanfare on Tuesday, the 37-
year-old said he was keen to play
as soon as possible, starting
with Thursday's home game
against Al Ta'ee.

But Ronaldo, whose deal is
worth an estimated 200 million
euros to June 2025, is Al Nassr's
ninth foreign player — one
more than the eight allowed by
Saudi football authorities.

"Al Nassr has not registered
him yet because there is no
vacancy for a foreign player," one
club official, who did not want
to be named because he was not
authorised to speak to media,
said.

"A foreign player must leave
to register Ronaldo, either by
selling or by terminating the
contract by mutual consent."

Al Nassr's foreign contin-
gent includes Colombian goal-
keeper David Ospina, Brazilian
midfielder Luiz Gustavo and for-
wards Anderson Talisca of Brazil
and Vincent Aboubakar of
Cameroon.

Saudi reports said Uzbek

midfielder Jaloliddin Mashari-
pov was most likely to make way
for the five-time Ballon d'Or
winner and Champions League
record scorer.

A second club source con-
firmed that Ronaldo was not
registered as of Thursday after-
noon local time.

"There are ongoing negoti-
ations to sell one of the players,
but they have not reached their
final stages yet," he said.

Both officials refused to
confirm whether Ronaldo still
needed to serve a two-match
English Football Association
ban from November for hitting
a mobile phone out of a teenage
fan's hand after Manchester
United, his club at the time, lost
to Everton.
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Edin Dzeko bust open the
Serie A title race on

Wednesday with the only goal in
Inter Milan's 1-0 win over
Napoli which cut the leaders'
advantage at the top of the
league to five points.

The Bosnia captain's pow-
erful header 10 minutes after the
break was enough to end
Napoli's unbeaten record and
put Inter eight points away from
the pace setters.

Simone Inzaghi's side sit
fourth and are back in the dis-
cussion for the Scudetto after
their third straight league win,
one which puts some pressure
on a Napoli team who threat-
ened to run away with the
league before the World Cup.

Second-placed AC Milan
were the main beneficiaries of
their local rivals' win at the San
Siro, their title defence boosted
by a 2-1 win at Salernitana in the
day's first match.

Also lurking are Juventus,
who sit third and a further two
points off the pace following
their last-gasp 1-0 win at
Cremonese. Inter should have
been ahead before Dzeko netted
the winner, with Matteo
Darmian wasting a perfect lay-
off from the Bosnia captain
midway through the first half
when he smashed over the bar.

An underwhelming Romelu
Lukaku also shot over as Inter
failed to fully capitalise on their
clear superiority over disap-
pointing Napoli, and they almost
paid the price when Giacomo
Raspadori's late shot was well-
saved by Andre Onana.

Poland forward Arkadiusz
Milik struck his fifth league goal
of the season in added time with
a free-kick which handed Juve
their seventh straight win, a run
in which they haven't conceded
a goal and will give them a boost
after scandal hit late last year.

Juve have been accused by
prosecutors of a variety of finan-
cial crimes while UEFA are also
probing Italy's biggest club,
whose entire board stepped
down in November and will be
replaced later this month.

"It's a good win and anoth-
er step forward... Milik scored a
great goal, but it wasn't an easy
win. It's not simple facing
Cremonese," said coach
Massimiliano Allegri to DAZN.

Cremonese are still yet to
win a game in their first top
flight season since 1996 but
they struck the woodwork twice
and will be encouraged by suc-
cessive home draws with Milan
and Juve either side of the break
for the World Cup.

Six points behind Milan
are Lazio, whose defeat at Lecce
came after Ciro Immobile had
given them a half-time lead
with his 189th Serie A goal,
which took him above
Alessandro De Piero and Beppe
Signori in the all-time scoring
charts.

Gabriel Strefezza levelled
for Lecce just before the hour
mark, and Federico Di
Francesco's brilliantly volleyed
cross find Lorenzo Colombo for
a tap-in which moved his team
up to 12th, nine points clear of
the relegation zone.

Lorenzo Pellegrini drew
sixth-placed Roma level on 30
points with their local rivals with
an early penalty which gave his
team a 1-0 win over Bologna.

Mario Pasalic snatched a
last-gasp 2-2 draw for seventh-
placed Atalanta at Spezia with a
stoppage-time leveller to com-
plete a comeback from two
goals down.

Spezia are five points ahead
of Sampdoria, who sit 18th after
claiming their second win of the
season, 2-1 at Sassuolo.
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Harry Kane lifted the
gloom at Tottenham on
Wednesday, scoring

twice in a convincing 4-0 win
against Crystal Palace as Not-
tingham Forest hauled them-
selves out of the relegation zone.

Forest beat bottom side
Southampton 1-0 while troubled
Wolves drew 1-1 at Aston Villa
and struggling West Ham shared
the points with Leeds in a 2-2
draw. 

Antonio Conte's inconsis-
tent Tottenham, who finished
fourth last season, had taken just
one point from two matches
after the Premier League
resumed following the World
Cup.

The disaffected Italian man-
ager, used to success at Inter
Milan, Chelsea and Juventus,
warned this week he would
only stick around if he was 100
percent convinced by the club's
project.

Conte was looking for a
reaction after Sunday's 2-0 defeat
at home against Aston Villa and
he eventually got it despite an
insipid first-half performance
from his team. 

"The character of this team
always shows," he told Sky
Sports. "Maybe only in the last
game against Aston Villa we did-
n't have a strong reaction.
Otherwise every game we show
strong character.

"It is really important. We
got three points. We continue to
stay very close for the good posi-
tions. After you don't win and
the confidence is down, it was
important to win."

Spurs were second best in
the first half at Selhurst Park,
lacking zip in attack and had
goalkeeper Hugo Lloris to thank
for keeping the score at 0-0 but
it was a different story after the
break.

England captain Kane sco-
red twice in five minutes in his
300th Premier League appear-
ance to move just two goals
behind Jimmy Greaves' all-time
record of 266 goals for Spurs.

Tottenham broke the dead-
lock in the 48th minute when
Ivan Perisic crossed to Kane
from the left and he neatly nod-
ded past Vicente Guaita at the
near post.
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Tottenham Hotspur strik-
er Harry Kane will have

beaten every goalscoring
record by the time he retires,
according to the club's man-
ager Antonio Conte. The 29-
year-old England captain
needs just three more goals to
become Spurs all-time record
scorer after his brace in
Wednesday's 4-0 thumping of
Crystal Palace.

The double —which
took Kane's tally to 15 in the
Premier League this season
—moved him on to 264
goals, two shy of the late
Jimmy Greaves' tally. Kane
has 198 Premier League goals
to his credit, with only Alan
Shearer (260) and Wayne
Rooney (208) ahead of him.

"I think to speak about
Harry, I think a bit that we
waste time to explain about
the type of player that he is,"
said Conte after Spurs' win.

"I repeat, we are talking
about a really world-class
striker and he's going to beat
every record with the goals."

Conte says his belief that
Kane will set new milestones
is based on what a strong
character he is. Kane has had
to bounce back after his
missed penalty in the World
Cup quarter-final with
England saw the French pre-
vail 2-1. If he had converted
it he would also have become
England's record goalscorer.
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Kane doubled Spurs' lead
when the ball fell to Bryan Gil
on the right and he flicked a pass
to the England forward, who
sent a low strike unerringly
into the bottom left corner.

Matt Doherty made it 3-0
midway through the second
half and Son Heung-min com-
pleted the scoring four minutes
later, lifting Spurs to 33 points —
just two behind fourth-placed
Manchester United.
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Nottingham Forest climbed

out of the Premier League rele-
gation zone courtesy of a pre-
cious 1-0 victory, which heaped
more misery on basement club
Southampton.

Taiwo Awoniyi's fifth goal of
the season earned his team a first
top-flight away success of the
season to strengthen their sur-
vival hopes.

Steve Cooper's resurgent

side have now taken 11 points
from the past 21 available, hav-
ing only managed six from the
previous 33, and fully merited a
significant triumph on the south
coast.

West Ham were on course
for their first league win since
October when they took a 2-1
lead against Leeds at Elland
Road but Spain international
Rodrigo equalised in the 70th
minute.

David Moyes' side, who had
lost their previous five matches
in the Premier League, remain
perilously placed, outside the
bottom three only on goal dif-
ference. Daniel Podence fired
Wolves into the lead at Villa Park
but Danny Ings levelled in the
78th minute to ensure Wolves
remained in the relegation zone.

Wednesday's results also
sucked Frank Lampard's
Everton into the bottom three. 
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Ansu Fati snatched an extra-
time winner for Barcelona

in a thrilling 4-3 victory over
third-tier Intercity in the
Spanish Cup round of 32 on
Wednesday. The minnows from
Alicante nearly embarrassed
Barcelona with former La Masia
youth player Oriol Soldevila
scoring a superb hat-trick to
force extra-time, before Fati's
deflected strike settled the tie.

Ronald Araujo headed
home after just four minutes
from youngster Pablo Torre's
corner, making it look like
Barca would breeze into the last
16. The Uruguayan defender
made a lively comeback from
the thigh injury which kept him
from starting for his country at
the World Cup, also clearing an

od and then fired Barcelona
ahead with a deflected strike
which looped home in the
104th minute, and it proved
decisive. Elsewhere Atletico

Madrid earned a 2-0 win at sec-
ond-tier Real Oviedo with goals
from Marcos Llorente and tal-
ented youngster Pablo Barrios,
while Sevilla also racked up a big

effort off the line.
Ferran Torres and Ousmane

Dembele spurned opportunities
for the visitors before Intercity
struck a shock equaliser, with
Soldevila netting from close
range after the ball was nodded
into his path from a corner.

Dembele executed a fine
chip to put Barcelona back in
front when he was sent through
in the 66th minute. Intercity lev-
elled again when Soldevila pro-
duced a fine header to beat Inaki
Pena but Raphinha stroked
home Jordi Alba's low cross to
restore Barcelona's lead.

However Soldevila com-
pleted a remarkable hat-trick
against his former side after a
Marcos Alonso slip-up to force
extra-time.

Substitute Fati came close at
the start of the additional peri-

win. Jorge Sampaoli's side, strug-
gling in La Liga, thrashed
Linares 5-0, including a hat-trick
for Moroccan World Cup hero
Youssef En-Nesyri.
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Suryakumar Yadav and Axar
Patel struck blistering fifties

in a stunning 91-run stand,
albeit in a losing cause as Sri
Lanka tightened the screws in
the nick of time to beat India by
16 runs in the second T20I and
level the three-match series 1-1
here on Thursday.

Skipper Dasun Shanaka
made a rear-guard unbeaten 56
off 22 balls, while wicket-keep-
er Kusal Mendis hit a 31-ball 52
to power Sri Lanka to an impos-
ing 206 for 6.

India had a nightmarish
start to their chase slumping to
57 for 5 before Axar (65 off 31)
and Surya (51 off 36) raised
hopes of an improbable win with
a scintillating sixth-wicket stand.

The task became tough once
Surya departed in the 16th over,
but Axar and Shivam Mavi (26
off 15) shared quick 41 runs to
bring down the equation to 21
off the last over.

But Axar's dismissal in the
third ball of the final over was
the last nail in the coffin for
India. 

Chasing the total, India lost
openers Ishan Kishan and
Shubman Gill in the second over
to Kasun Rajitha. 

If that was not enough
debutant Rahul Tripathi sneaked
one to Kusal Mendis off Dilshan
Madhushanaka in the next over
before skipper Hardik Pandya
departed an over later as India
slumped to 34 for 4 in 4.4
overs.

Surya and Deepak Hooda
tried to stabilise the innings with
a hard-fought 23-run partner-
ship but with the asking rate

creeping up, the latter departed
in search of a big shot, caught by
Dhananjaya de Silva off
Hasarnaga de Silva as India lost
half of their side for 57. 

Surya and Axar tried to up
the ante with a sensational 91-
run sixth-wicket partnership
off just 40 balls to keep India
afloat after a forgettable start.

Axar was particularly severe
on off-spinner Maheesh
Theekshana, clobbering the
bowler for a four and six over

long-on in the 13th over.
It was not just Theekshana,

Hasaranga de Silva too had to
bear the brunt of Axar's aggres-
sion as the left-hander smacked
the bowler for a hat-trick of sixes
in the 14th over.

Axar brought up his maid-
en fifty off just 20 balls with a six
of Karunaratne over long-off. 

Surya followed suit, register-
ing another fine fifty with a six
off over square-leg off
Madhushanaka. 

The duo raised hopes of a
famous victory but it was not to
be as the visitors pulled the
strings just in time to level the
series.

Earlier, it was a disastrous
performance from the Indian
bowlers after electing to field as
the Lankan batters went ham-
mer and tongs from the onset.
Barring Axar (2/24 from his 4
overs), all other Indian bowlers
went for runs.

Even though speedster

Umar Malik (3/48) picked up
three wickets, he too was taken
to the cleaners, while last match's
hero Mavi (0/53) looked a pale
shadow of himself.

Arshdeep Singh conceded
19 runs of the second over,
which included two back-to-
back no balls that yielded 17
runs. 

Hardik too went for 11 runs
from his second over as Mendis
top-edged one over deep third
man.

Mavi was also taken to the
cleaners by Mendis in his open-
ing over, which yielded 15 runs.

Spin duo of Axar and
Yuzvendra Chahal (1/30) gave
respite for two overs before
Pathum Nisanka (33) struck a
four and then a mammoth six
over deep midwicket. India's first
breakthrough came in the ninth
over when Chahal had Mendis
LBW after Hardik went for a
successful review.

Sri Lanka suffered their sec-
ond blow in the first delivery of
the next over when Malik beat
Bhanuka Rajapaksa by pace to
clean his stumps. 

Despite losing two wickets,
Sri Lanka reached a healthy
score of 89 at the half-way
mark.

But Axar tasted success
soon when he dismissed
Nissanka, caught by Tripathy. He
snared his second victim of the
day in his next over when
Dhananjaya de Silva was caught
by Hooda at long on.

Charith Asalanka (37)
looked in ominous mood as he
dispatched Chahal over deep
midwicket in consecutive deliv-
eries. 

Aslanka then pulled a Malik
short delivery for another six but
three balls later the pacer had the
last laugh as he had the batter
caught by Gill with a similar
delivery in his next over.

Malik knocked off the tim-
bers off Wanindu Hasaranga
with a pacy delivery a ball later
to stand in the chance of a hat-
trick. But it was not to be
Malik's day as Sri Lanka skipper
Shanaka muscled the bowler
over his head for a one bounce
four.
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An imperious Usman
Khawaja was on the verge of

a double century when rain
interrupted Australia's run plun-
der against South Africa in the
third Test on Thursday in
Sydney.

In another dominant day for
the hosts, Khawaja peeled off an
unbeaten 195 for his highest Test
score while Steven Smith passed
a Don Bradman landmark with
his 30th hundred.

At the rain-enforced close
on day two, Australia were 475-
4 with Matt Renshaw — who
tested positive for Covid at the
start of the match — five not out.

Australia are 2-0 up in the
series and chasing a clean sweep.

Khawaja and Smith shared
in a 209-run stand and Travis
Head rammed home the initia-
tive with a blistering 59-ball 70
to leave the visitors yet again fac-

ing an uphill task.
The red-hot Khawaja sur-

passed his previous highest
score of 174, made against New
Zealand in Brisbane in 2015.

Smith more than played
his part, passing Bradman's 29
Test tons with a majestic pullshot
off Anrich Nortje to the bound-
ary ropes to claim a hometown
hundred off 190 balls.

He was out two balls later
for 104 when he innocuously
chipped back a catch to Keshav
Maharaj for the left-arm spin-
ner's first wicket of the series.

Along the way Smith also
overtook Michael Clarke to
become Australia's fourth-high-
est Test run-getter with 8,647,
behind Ricky Ponting, Allan
Border and Steve Waugh.

Only Ponting (41) and
Waugh (32) have scored more
Test centuries for Australia than
Smith, who is second only to the
immortal Bradman (99.94) with

a current Test average of 60.89
in his 92nd Test match.

"I don't think about that
stuff a great deal but I did look
up at the scoreboard just after I
got 100... and there are some
pretty big names there, so that's
pretty cool," Smith said.

"I think there is starting to
get a little bit more rough. That's
certainly positive signs for us.
The rougher and more abrasive
that surface gets, the more you'll
probably see reverse swing come
into play as well."

Khawaja relentlessly accu-
mulated on his third consecutive
Sydney Test hundred and when
rain ended play with 14 overs left
he had faced 368 balls, with 19
fours and a six.

Only England's Wally
Hammond, Australian Doug
Walters and India's VVS
Laxman have scored three con-
secutive Test centuries at the
famous SCG.
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Pakistan lost two wickets with-
out scoring in its chase of the

319 winning target against New
Zealand at the end of an event-
ful fourth day of the second test
on Thursday.

New Zealand set up its bid
for a series victory in its first Test
tour to Pakistan in 20 years after
declaring its second innings on
277-5 and using the last three
overs of the day to bowl open-
er Abdullah Shafique and night-
watchman Mir Hamza.

Pakistan was 0-2 at stumps
and has to beat its previous high-
est successful chase of 314 runs
in 1994 when Australia was
beaten by one wicket at the same
National Stadium.

On a day when the umpires
made misjudgements, New
Zealand left no doubt when cap-
tain Tim Southee knocked back
Shafique's off stump off the sec-
ond ball which kept a bit low and
Ish Sodhi clean bowled Hamza
for a pair in the match to leave
Pakistan in deep trouble.

Tom Blundell (74) and

Michael Bracewell (74 not out)
firmed up New Zealand with a
127-run stand. Blundell holed
out in the deep as New Zealand
looked for quick runs and
Southee made a late declaration.

New Zealand took a 41-run,
first-innings lead after dismiss-
ing Pakistan for 408, then
umpires Alex Wharf and Aleem
Dar took center stage after
lunch.

New Zealand successfully
overturned Wharf 's two leg
before decisions in favor of
legspinner Abrar Ahmed and

Dar erred when his caught
behind ruling against Henry
Nicholls (5) was overturned.

Pakistan didn't go for an lbw
referral after Tom Latham (62)
hit his second successive half-
century when Wharf ruled for
the batter and video suggested
the ball would have hit the leg
stump.

Blundell also successfully
overturned an lbw decision
before he scored and was drop-
ped by wicketkeeper Sarfaraz
Ahmed just before tea. Sarfaraz
also dropped Bracewell soon
after he completed his half-
century and missed a stumping
of Daryl Mitchell just before the
New Zealand declaration.
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Pakistan recalled left-hand-
ed batters Shan Masood

and Haris Sohail for the three-
match ODI series against New
Zealand next week.

Masood hasn't featured in
ODIs since 2019 against
Australia, while Sohail played
his 42nd and last match in
2020 against Zimbabwe.

Interim chief selector
Shahid Afridi said he wanted
Pakistan to make maximum
use of 11 ODIs ahead of the
Asia Cup and the World Cup
this year, and Masood and
Sohail could be useful in the
top order.

The three-match New
Zealand series in Karachi starts
on Monday.

Sohail has scored prolifi-
cally in recent domestic crick-
et and Masood has featured
regularly for Pakistan since
making his T20I debut in
September.

Uncapped batters Tayyab
Tahir and Kamran Ghulam
along with wrist spinner
Usama Mir were rewarded for

their impressive performances
in the domestic circuit by
being picked. The selectors also
included fast bowler Haris
Rauf and opening batter
Fakhar Zaman after both over-
came injuries. Rauf was hurt
during his debut Test against
England in Rawalpindi last
month and Fakhar suffered a
knee injury during the Asia
Cup. However, fast bowler
Shaheen Afridi was ruled out
after the medical panel said he
needed more time to regain
complete fitness from a knee
injury during the T20 World
Cup in Australia.

Allrounder Shadab Khan
will also miss out after he broke
his right index finger last week
while competing in Australia's
Big Bash League.
Pakistan: Babar Azam (cap-
tain), Fakhar Zaman, Haris
Rauf, Haris Sohail, Imam-ul-
Haq, Kamran Ghulam, Moha-
mmad Hasnain, Mohammad
Nawaz, Mohammad Rizwan,
Mohammad Wasim, Naseem
Shah, Agha Salman, Shahna-
waz Dahani, Shan Masood,
Tayyab Tahir and Usama Mir 
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The Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) on Thursday said

that the Asia Cup, to be played
in 50-over format, will be held
in September this year, though
the itinerary and the host
country have not been anno-
unced yet.

Pakistan is the original
host of the Asia Cup this year
but the BCCI is not keen on
playing there owing to politi-
cal tension between the two
countries.

The then Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) chairman Ramiz
Raja had opposed the BCCI's
stand and even threatened
boycott of the 50-over World
Cup in India.

But following a change of
guard in the PCB, with Raja
being replaced by Najam Sethi,
there could be some positive
development.

The Asia Cup 2023 will be
a six-team affair involving
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Afghanistan and
a qualifier team.

Sri Lanka are the defend-
ing Asia Cup champions in the
UAE after they beat Pakistan in
the final. The tournament was
played in T20 format because
of the upcoming ICC T20
World Cup in Australia.

With India set to host the
ODI World Cup later this year
and the focus of all the partic-
ipating teams being on the 50-
over format, this year's Asia
Cup will be held in that format.

A total of 145 ODI and
T20I matches will be played
during the two-year cycle
(between 2023-2024) announ-
ced by ACC. There will be 75
games in 2023 and 70 games in
2024.

Also, the Emerging (U23)
Asia Cup is back and will be
held in the 50-over format in
July this year for men and
involve eight teams. The tour-
nament next year will be held
in December but in T20 for-
mat.

The women's Emerging
Asia Cup this year in June will
be T20 affair involving eight
teams.
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India opener Ishan Kishan
jumped 10 places to 23rd posi-

tion while Deepak Hooda re-
entered the top-100 in the latest
ICC rankings for T20I batters
issued on Thursday.

Both moved upwards in the
chart after their impressive perfor-
mances in the first T20I against Sri
Lanka in Mumbai on Tuesday,
which India won by two runs.

Hooda moved up 40 places to
97th after his unbeaten 41 off 23
balls while Kishan was rewarded
for his brisk 37-run knock at the
top of the order.

The swashbuckling Surya-
kumar Yadav continued to hold
the top spot for batters despite a
rare failure in Mumbai.

India's new T20I captain
Hardik Pandya, up nine places to
76th among bowlers, is the other
to move up the rankings.

As far as Sri Lanka are con-
cerned, Wanindu Hasaranga was
once again a strong contributor
against India with figures of 1/22
with the ball helping the right-
armer move further clear as the

top-ranked T20I bowler.
Hasaranga also scored a

quick-fire 21 with the bat and that
saw the 25-year-old jump two
spots to fifth on the latest list for
all-rounders.

In the Test rankings for bat-
ters, Marnus Labuschagne
remains at the head of proceedings
with a healthy lead despite his fail-
ure in the Boxing Day Test against
South Africa.

However, his closest rivals,
teammate Steve Smith, Pakistan
skipper Babar Azam and former
New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson all are closing in on
the 28-year-old Labuschagne.

Williamson is the other big
winner on the latest rankings
with the experienced right-hander
jumping two places and back
inside the top five at fifth follow-
ing the fifth double century of his
distinguished career in the first
Test against Pakistan.

In bowling, Pat Cummins
managed just one wicket during
Australia's victory over the Proteas
in the Boxing Day Test, but still
held a big 37-point lead over
England veteran James Anderson.
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Delhi suffered an innings
and 214-run defeat at the

hands of Saurashtra inside three
days as the hosts earned a bonus
point in a Ranji Trophy Group
B match here on Thursday.

With Saurashtra, led by
seam bowler Jaydev Unadkat,
finally declaring the innings at
574 for eight, the visitors were
left chasing a mountain of runs
— 441, to be precise — to make
the hosts bat again.

Delhi's spineless batting,
which managed just 133 runs in
the first innings, did come up
with a slightly better display in
the second innings but it was not
enough given the enormity of
the task.

Yash Dhull's side delayed the
inevitable for a while before they
were done in by the guile of
Yuvrajsinh Dodiya. That they
managed to score 227 on
Thursday was largely due to the
efforts of top-order batters
Ayush Badoni and Hrithik
Shokeen, who had contributions
of 40 and 51 runs respectively.

Dodiya emerged the unlike-
ly hero for Saurashtra as the 22-
year-old off-spinner grabbed
his first five-wicket haul in only
his second first-class game to
spell the demise of Delhi's bat-
ting.

Delhi are staring at Ranji rel-
egation, having so far earned just
two points from four games.
With three more rounds to go —

and given the sorry state of the
team — avoiding relegation
would be a tall order for Dhull's
side.
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Bengaluru: S J Nikin Jose's 67-
run knock played a huge role in
Karnataka securing the first
innings lead on the third day of
their Group C match against

Chhattisgarh.
Resuming at the overnight

202 for 1, Karnataka skipper
Mayank Agarwal fell to Sumit
Ruikar for 117, adding only 15
runs to his score.

There was a period when
the visiting team bounced back
strongly and kept the scoring in
check. The Chhattisgarh bowlers
hit back with wickets at regular
intervals to reduce the home
team to 287 for 6 and a sniff of
a first innings lead.

The highly-rated 22-year
old Jose (134 balls, 8 fours, 1 six)
then got together with K
Gowtham (18) for a 33-run
stand for the seventh wicket to
take Karnataka past the oppo-
nent's first innings score of 311.

Jose added 26 runs with last
man Vidwath Kaverappa, who
did not make a single run, and
ensured that the team went
ahead by 55 runs.

In the second innings,
Chhattisgarh lost their openers
without a run on the board as
Kaverappa and V Koushik
removed Avnish Singh and A G
Tiwary.
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Indore: Wicketkeeper-batter
Himanshu Mantri hit a fine
century (126, 194 balls, 16
fours, 2 sixes) in the second
innings to help defending
champions Madhya Pradesh
make 257 for 5 declared and
set Vidarbha a target of 407 in
their Group D Ranji Trophy
match.

Earlier in the day, the MP
bowlers polished off the
Vidarbha tail with the addition
of just 13 more runs to their
overnight score of 147.

Pace bowler Avesh Khan
added the scalps of Nachiket
Bhute (12) and Lalit Yadav (4)
to finish with a seven-wicket
haul. 

Vidarbha ended the third
day at 13 for 1 with Avesh Khan
accounting for S R Ramaswamy
(6), having him trapped 
LBW.

Meanwhile in Valsad,
Punjab thrashed Gujarat by 380
runs. At Surat, Railways
crushed Jammu and Kashmir
by an innings and 73 runs to
pick up seven points.
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