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The ongoing severe cold
wave and dense fog sweep-

ing the north India, including
the national Capital, continued
unabated for the fifth consec-
utive days on Sunday with the
mercury plummeted to 1.9
degrees Celsius in Delhi,
matched with the lowest in past
decade, degrees Celsius was
recorded in 2013. The nation-
al Capital is now colder than
many European cities. 

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) data
showed that this is the second
lowest temperature in January
since 2013. Earlier, the mini-
mum temperature was record-
ed 1.1 degrees Celsius on
January 1, 2021. 

Dense fog has affected the
movement of over 480 trains
and dozens of flights across the
country. However, the maxi-
mum temperture in the city set-
tled at 18.2 degrees Celsius,
lower than the normal for this
time of the year, said IMD.

The IMD) has issued an
"orange" alert for certain parts
of north India, including Delhi,
for Monday, warning that dense
fog, cold day and cold wave

conditions would persist. The
IMD advised to stay indoor
during cold wave conditions.
With frosty winds from the
snow-clad mountains pounding
northwest India, the weather
stations at Lodhi Road,
Ayanagar, Ridge and Jafarpur
logged a minimum temperature
of 2.8 degrees, 2.6 degrees, 2.2
degrees and 2.8 degrees Celsius,
respectively. The Safdarjung

observatory had logged a min-
imum temperature of 2.2
degrees Celsius on Saturday, 4
degrees Celsius on Friday, 3
degrees Celsius on Thursday
and 4.4 degrees Celsius on
Wednesday  A senior IMD
meteorologist said short-term
relief is likely after a couple of
days under the influence of
back-to-back western distur-
bances. When a Western dis-

turbance -- a weather system
characterised by warm moist
winds from the Middle East --
approaches a region, the wind
direction changes. Hence, the
chilly northwesterly winds from
the mountains will stop blow-
ing for a few days leading to an
increase in temperatures, he
said. "Cold wave and cold day
conditions over northwest India
(are) likely to abate after 48

hours. Dense to very dense fog
conditions over many parts of
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar (are likely)
during the next 48 hours and
decrease in intensity and dis-
tribution thereafter," the IMD
said in a statement. "Around
335 trains have been delayed, 88
cancelled, 31 diverted and 33
short terminated due to foggy
weather," a railway official said.

Around 25 flights were delayed
and two diverted Sunday morn-
ing, officials at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
said. The cold snap is also
straining power grids and pos-
ing challenges to the homeless
and animals. 

The IMD warned of an
impact on agriculture, live-
stock, water supply, transport
and the power sector at some
places. The weather office also
said frostbite can occur due to
a prolonged exposure to cold
and that one should not ignore
shivering -- the first sign that
the body is losing heat -- and
should stay indoors. "Eat vita-

min C-rich fruits and vegetables
and drink sufficient warm flu-
ids to maintain adequate immu-
nity. Avoid or limit outdoor
activities," it said in an adviso-
ry.

It was the fifth day on the
trot that the national capital's
minimum temperature was
lower than most of the hill sta-
tions in Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, including
Chamba (8.2 degrees),
Dalhousie (8.2 degrees),
Dharamshala (6.2 degrees),
Shimla (9.5 degrees), Hamirpur
(3.9 degrees), Manali (4.4
degrees), Kangra (7.1 degrees),
Solan (3.6 degrees), Dehradun

(6 degrees), Mussoorie (9.6
degrees), Nainital (6.2 degrees),
Mukteshwar (6.5 degrees) and
Tehri (7.6 degrees), according
to the IMD.

The mercury dropped to
1.4 degrees Celsius in Haryana's
Hisar, 2.8 degrees Celsius in
Punjab's Adampur, minus 0.5
degree Celsius in Churu and 1.5
degrees Celsius in Pilani in
Rajasthan; 3.2 degrees Celsius
in Prayagraj and 3.8 degrees
Celsius in Varanasi in Uttar
Pradesh; 2.9 degrees Celsius in
Gaya in Bihar; minus 1 degree
Celsius in Nowgong and 1.5
degrees Celsius in Umaria in
Madhya Pradesh, the IMD said. 

New Delhi: Winter vacation in
Delhi's private schools have
been extended till January 15
in the wake of a cold wave in
the national Capital, a circular
from the Delhi Government's
Directorate of Education said.
Private schools were slated to
reopen after winter break on
January 9.  

"In continuation to the
DOE's (Directorate of
Education) earlier circular, all
private schools of Delhi are
advised to remain close till
January 15, 2023, in the wake
of cold wave prevailing in
Delhi," the circular read.
Earlier in the day, Delhi BJP

working president Virendra
Sachdeva also urged Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
to extend winter vacations in
Government Schools and also
ask private schools manage-
ments to keep schools closed
till further orders. Sachdeva
said that on one hand the
national capital is facing a
cold wave on the other pollu-
tion is at its peak, the govern-

ment itself has taken steps
against pollution. 

Therefore the government
should review its decision to
open schools in Delhi from
Monday.“Large number of stu-
dents in government schools
come from poor families and
they don't have sufficient wool-
lens and it will be uncomfort-
able for them to come to
schools,” Delhi BJP working
president said Meanwhile, the
Delhi Government had issued
a circular last month stating
that all Delhi government
schools will remain closed for
two weeks from January 1 for
winter vacation.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday

praised the National Cadet
Corps (NCC) for its vital con-
tribution during the tough
times of Covid-19 and urged
everyone to believe in Nation
First ideology to make India
progress socially and econom-

ically. NCC Director General
Lt-Gen Gurbirpal Singh
received the CM Kejriwal on
his arrival to the camp under
due protocols. The Chief
Minister then proceeded to
the dais to receive the General
Salute from the Guard of
Honour (GoH). After the
salute, Kejriwal proceeded to
inspect the Guard of Honour,

duly accompanied by the DG
NCC. Post inspection of the
guard, he returned to the dais
to witness band display by
NCC bands. 

Thereafter, Kejriwal visited
the Flag Area which represents
different themes presented by
17 State NCC Directorates. On
inspection of the Flag Area, he
visited 'Hall of Fame' and fur-
ther moved to Auditorium to
witness the Cultural
Programme. 

Once the Cultural
Programme was over, the CM
addressed the audience.
Speaking at the NCC Republic
Day Camp 2023 in Delhi
Cantonment on Sunday,
Kejriwal assured the NCC of
continued support. "At the
outset, let me congratulate
NCC upon completing 75
Golden years.  Every step of
this journey by NCC is steeped

in rich heritage and tradition.
NCC has literally evolved and
transformed itself along with
our nation which celebrated its
75th year of Independence last
year," he said.Kejriwal urged
everyone to always remember
the ideals of NCC.

"I request everyone of you
to always remember the ideals
of NCC, no matter what path
you take or destiny you select
for yourself. I say this because
as a citizen we must always
believe in Nation First ideolo-
gy and be responsible and
committed to it. It is only then
that we will progress as a
nation, both socially as well as
economically," he added Noting
that the NCC training imbibes
cadets with discipline, cama-
raderie, a secular outlook, the
spirit of adventure and the
ideals of selfless service to the
society, he said the nation

needs these values in the pre-
sent times. "Your stellar con-
tributions during the chal-
lenging times of COVID-19
have been acknowledged by all.
Your most recent initiative-
Puneet Sagar is a commendable
step taken by you all to rid our
water bodies, rivers and beach-
es of plastic waste. It gladdens
me to know that our NCC
cadets were to the forefront in
honouring our martyrs as part
of the nation's 75 year of inde-
pendence celebrations," he said. 

The chief minister said
that the NCC RDC Camp is a
"microcosm of our country,
with representation of cadets
from every State and Union
Territory"."Therefore, it can be
stated that the NCC RDC
Camp presents a shining exam-
ple of the diversity but unity of
our varied cultures and tradi-
tions," he said.
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New Delhi: The AAP on
Sunday alleged that the
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has appointed
BJP workers as aldermen
instead of those with experi-
ence in municipal administra-
tion.

The AAP has urged the Lt
Governor to consider Neema
Bhagat as presiding officer as
per selection criteria cited by
him. The AAP also criticised
the Congress decision to boy-
cott the Mayor’s election is a
ploy to help the BJP. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence,  AAP MLA Saurabh
Bhardwaj said that as per the
Lieutenant Governor’s selection
criteria, Neema Bhagat  should
have been the presiding officer
of the Corporation instead of
Satya Sharma according to Lt
Governor's selection criteria,

but here too there was a
planned fraud”.  “Article 243R
of the constitution says that
aldermen should be experts
with special knowledge of
municipal administration. L-G,
the Central Government's
nominee in Delhi,  made a plan
to bypass the elected govern-
ment so he could make BJP
leaders members and
Chairman of  Standing
Committee through fraud,”
said Bhardwaj. SR
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Lambasting the AAP leader
Saurabh Bhardwaj, Delhi

BJP on Sunday said that AAP
leaders should have recalled the
Aldermens nominated in the
three MCD Houses of 2017-22
by them who were associated
with AAP before criticising
the  Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena.

Delhi BJP Spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said
that as per the constitutional
provisions in 2017, the Delhi
government had the right to
appoint ten Aldermen in the
then three municipal corpora-
tions, and then 30 workers of
AAP were appointed as
Aldermen.“The proof of asso-

ciation of each one of them
with the AAP can be found
from their social media
accounts, but we are personal-
ly giving some today as well
through media,” alleged
Kapoor.

“Not only that the AAP
had got its workers appointed,
but also made a big constitu-
tional scam and nominated its
two-party spokespersons
Ghanendra Bhardwaj and
Captain Shalini living in the
South Delhi Corporation area
in the East Delhi Municipal
Corporation respectively. 

On which there was a big
controversy but Kejriwal gov-
ernment did not accept the
mistake,” claimed BJP
Spokesperson. 
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The Delhi Government on
Sunday announced that it

will soon provide National
Common Mobility Card
(NCMC) compliant digital
ticketing solutions across all its
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) and Delhi Integrated
Multi-Modal Transit System
(DIMTS) operated buses.

The Delhi Transport
department has issued a notice
inviting an e-Tender for this on
January 8 2023. The NCMC-
compliant digital ticketing solu-
tion will enable public trans-
port in Delhi, beginning with
buses, to move away from
manual ticketing.

According to a senior
transport official, on average 40
lakh people travel in buses
daily. It is of utmost importance
that a record of each trip is
maintained for better plan-
ning of the number of buses
across 500+ bus routes in Delhi.

“The digital ticketing solu-
tion is also part of the Route
Rationalisation study con-
ducted by the Transport
department whose pilot phase
is in progress since October
2022,” he said.

“The Tender floated by the
Transport department includes
the supply and operation of
Electronic Ticketing Machines
(ETMs) for 7,500 buses in
Phase 1. In addition, it also
includes the provision of Smart
cards or NCMC cards for buy-
ing the tickets rather than pay-
ing in cash,” he stated.

A transport official said
that the feature of the mobile
app to enable buying of Online
tickets and concessional daily
or monthly passes has also
been included to be provided
by bidder. “This is a complete
Digital solution to remove any
chances of pilferages in process.
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The Delhi Prisons depart-
ment has transferred 19

Deputy Superintendents and
over 30 Assistant
Superintendents, including the
one who had complained
against jailed minister and
Aam Aadmi Party leader
Satyendar Jain of "intimidation
and threat".

"A total of 19 Deputy
Superintendents, 35 Assistant
Superintendents and three
head warders were transferred,"
the order, which was issued on
Saturday after the approval of
Director General (Prisons)
Sanjay Baniwal, said.

Top officials of Tihar Jail
had accused jailed Delhi min-
ister and AAP leader Jain of
"threat and intimidation" and
lodged a complaint against
him with the Director-General
(Prisons). 
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The Okhla Bird sanctuary
wetland witnessed 62 per

cent less arrival of long distant
winter migratory water birds in
the month of December 2022
contrary to the previous year due
to the complete drying of the bird
sanctuary for over a month from
October 18 to November 20 by
the concerned departments.

“Approximately more than
1500 winter migratory water
birds of 10 different species
arrived at the wetland in the wet-
land while in December 2021,
more than 4000 birds of more
than 20 migratory species

reached the wetland during this
time,” said a senior ecologist and
environmentalist TK Roy, after
field monitoring of the wetland.
Roy said that the reason behind
the least arrival of the birds is that
Bird Sanctuary was completely
dried over a month from
October 18 to November 20 in
the peak migration period due to
completely releasing water from
the dam kept open six barrage
gates by the Head Works, Agra
Canal, UP Irrigation Department
and always repeated vague
excuse of dried the wetland due
to repairing barrage whereas the
entire main barrage gates were
replaced in 2014 and further no

negotiable coordination or mem-
orandum of understanding
between these two public depart-
ments for sustainable solution. 

Giving the details of the
species that reached the wetland

this year, he said that the small
number of two species of geese
that is Bar-headed Geese and
Graylag Geese sighted in the
middle in hazy weather at Okhla.
“Apart from this, smaller mix
flocks of the duck species as
Northern Shoveler which usual-
ly used to be in large number
here, Northern Pintail, Common
Teal, Common Pochard, Tufted
Duck, Ruddy Shelduck with
smaller unstable flock of apx 200
Black-headed Gulls sometimes,
few Great Cormorants and no
wader species arrival record at
the wetland,” Roy said.

“According to my observa-
tion the birds further move away

in day time due to disturbance of
the amusement visitor’s activities,
movement along the wetland,
while the smaller flocks of Black-
headed Gulls that arrive from
Yamuna during the day time do
not stay longer, might be due to
shortage of food, unfavorable
habitat,” he said. 

Senior ecologist stated that
the birds are recognized as one
of the most important indicators
of the state of the environment
because they are sensitive to
habitat, climate change and water
birds are one of the key indica-
tors of the wetland’s health and
provide four kinds of ecological
services.
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The Delhi Police has issued
a traffic advisory suggesting

alternate routes for commuters
since the Ashram flyover has
been closed for traffic for the
construction of a connecting
road. 

Meanwhile, the com-
muters, who have been feeling
hassled by the snail-paced traf-
fic in the national Capital and
NCR region due to the closure
of Ashram flyover, heaved a
sigh of relief on Sunday morn-
ing. Real time data showed
slight traffic congestion on
roads leading to Sarai Kale
Khan, Jama Masjid and AIIMS
at 6.50 am on Sunday.

The traffic snarls on key
routes were less compared to

previous days on Sunday , giv-

ing some relief to commuters
who have been facing a har-
rowing time due to the closure
of Ashram flyover.

In continuation to the pre-
vious advisory on December 30
about the linking of the
Ashram flyover with the DND
flyway, the Delhi police has
been suggested that commuters
coming from C V Raman Marg
take a right turn at Taimur
Nagar cut, Ring Road to reach
Sarai Kale Khan, NH-24,
Ghaziabad and Noida.

Those coming from New
Friends Colony, Sukhdev Bihar,
Shaheen Bagh, Sarai Julena,
and Jamia have been advised to
follow Mathura Road, Modi
Mill Flyover, Outer Ring Road,
Lala Lajpat Rai Marg to reach
Lajpat Nagar Market, AlIMS
and Dhaula Kuan. Commuters

from Lajpat Nagar, Defence
Colony, Jangpura, Bhogal, and
CGO Complex have been
advised to follow Lala Lajpat
Rai Marg, Outer Ring Road,
Modi Mill Flyover, Mathura
Road, Sarita Vihar, Badarpur
and Faridabad, the advisory
said.

For the past few days, com-
muters crossing or reaching
south Delhi from east or cen-
tral continued to struggle for
routes as long traffic jams con-
tinued in several areas. Massive
traffic snarls have been wit-
nessed in and around the
Ashram flyover, including in
Noida, mainly during the peak
office hours. 

The Ashram Chowk is a
key connector between south
and central Delhi as well as
Faridabad. 

-.(/	����	���������	$����	����,��	�	!%���#	

����� ��!�!�"�� 
��#��������� �$"%	$��� 
�� ��%�$�	$�&'()*�+,��

01	���	�

�����	2� 	���%���
��	�������3	�������	�� 

+���	1�,�	��	���

��,���	������
+����	��$�����
+���	��	���������

�����	 �����	��
�
��������	��������

New Delhi: Commuters in
Delhi reported massive traffic
jams in several parts of the
city's central and south districts
on Sunday as the police set up
diversions due to a procession
related to the 811th 'urs-e-
mubarak' of renowned Sufi
saint, Khwaja Moinuddin
Chisti of Ajmer Sharif.

Traffic has been diverted
near ITO, parts of the Ring
Road and Mathura Road, Matia
Mahal Road, Netaji Subhash
Marg, Delhi Gate, BSZ Marg,
and other areas. SR
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Joshimath is sinking, and sink-
ing fast. By Sunday, more

than  600 houses  developed
cracks  as a result of land subsi-
dence. According to local media
reports, the number of such
damaged houses was 561 on
Friday. Joshimath has been
declared a ‘landslide-subsidence
zone’ and over 60 families have
already been evacuated to tem-
porary relief centres. Ninety
more families are likely to be
shifted on Monday. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday called

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami and
assured him of all possible help
to save Joshimath.

On Sunday, Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister,
Dr PK Mishra, too, held a high-
level review of building damage
and land subsidence in the
region. Cabinet Secretary, Home
Secretary; senior officials of
Government of India; and mem-
bers of National Disaster
Management Authority, Chief
Secretary and DGP of
Uttarakhand, DM and Officials
of Joshimath; Senior officers of
Uttarakhand; and experts from

IIT Roorkee, National Institute
of Disaster Management,
Geological Survey of India,
Wadia Institute of Himalayan
Geology also attended the
review through video confer-
ence.

As per the PMO’s statement,
Chief Secretary Uttarakhand
said that State and district offi-
cials with the support of central
experts have assessed the situa-
tion on the ground. He
informed that a strip of land
with a width of around 350
meters is affected. One team of
the NDRF and four teams of the
SDRF have reached the

Himalayan town.
“The district administra-

tion is working with the affect-
ed families to evacuate and
relocate them to safer places
with adequate arrangements for
food, shelter and security. The
SP and Commandment of
SDRF are stationed at the site.
Residents of Joshimath are being
informed of the developments
and their cooperation is being
sought,” said the statement.

Also, advice of experts is
being sought to formulate the
short-medium-long term plans.

Further, Secretary, Border
Management and all four mem-

bers of NDMA will visit
Uttarakhand on Monday to
assess the situation and will
undertake a detailed assess-
ment on the findings of the tech-
nical teams (NDMA, NIDM,
NDRF, GSI, NIH, Wadia
Institute, IIT Roorkee) that have
just returned from Joshimath.
They will accordingly advise the
State Government on immedi-
ate, short-medium-long-term
actions to address the situation.

Dr PK Mishra stressed that
the immediate priority for the
State should be the safety of the
people living in the affected area.

Continued on Page 5
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Tata Sons chairman N
Chandrasekaran on Sunday

admitted that the airline’s
response should have been
much swifter in the ghastly uri-
nation incident on a November
26 New York-Delhi flight.

Meanwhile, the  pilot fra-
ternity has rallied behind the
Air India crew and the captain
who has been de-rostered over
the  urination incident, saying
it is a clear attempt by the air-
line to “deflect and dissipate”
culpability.

In a statement, which came
days after the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) pulled up the Tata
Group-owned full-service car-
rier, Chandrasekaran also said
that “we fell short of address-
ing this situation the way we
should have.” “The incident on
Air India flight AI102 on
November 26, 2022, has been
a matter of personal anguish to

me and my colleagues at Air
India. Air India’s response
should have been much swifter.
We fell short of addressing
this situation the way it should
have been,” Chandrasekaran
said. “The Tata Group and Air
India stand by the safety and
well-being of our passengers
with full conviction. We will
review and repair every process
to prevent or address any inci-
dents of such unruly nature,” he
added in the statement.

On Saturday, Air India’s
CEO and Managing Director
Campbell Wilson issued a
statement in which he said that
four cabin crew and one pilot
have been issued show cause
notices and de-rostered pend-
ing investigation. Wilson, in his
statement, hasn’t specified any
reason for taking action against
all five of them.

Continued on Page 5
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The Himachal Pradesh
Cabinet headed by

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu was
expanded on Sunday with the
induction of seven Ministers,
including Vikramaditya Singh,
the son of former Chief
Minister Virbhadra Singh.
With the induction of seven
members, the strength of the
Cabinet rose to nine.

Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar adminis-
tered oath to the newly-induct-
ed Ministers in a simple cere-
mony at the Raj Bhawan.

Shimla district with seven
MLAs has been given a lion’s
share in the Cabinet with three
Ministers and one Chief
Parliamentary Secretary (CPS),
while Bilaspur, Mandi and
Lahaul and Spiti failed to get
any representation. Besides the
post of Deputy Speaker, three
berths are still vacant as the
maximum number of
Ministers, including the Chief
Minister cannot exceed 12.

The newly-added
Ministers are Dhani Ram
Shandil, former Minister and
three-time MLA from Solan;

Chander Kumar,  former
Minister and six-time MLA
from Jawali in Kangra district;
Harshwardhan Chauhan, six-
time MLA from Shillai in
Sirmaur district; Jagat Singh
Neg, former Deputy Speaker
and five-time MLA from the
tribal Kinnaur district.

Four-time MLA Rohit
Thakur, three-time MLA
Anirudh Singh, and two-time
MLA Vikramaditya Singh from
Jubbal-Kotkhai, Kasumpti and
Shimla (Rural) respectively
were also among those induct-
ed. Chief Minister Sukhu and
Deputy Chief Minister Mukesh
Agnihotri were sworn in on
December 11 and the expan-
sion of the Cabinet was delayed
by 28 days.

The Council of Ministers
comprises five Rajputs, one
Brahmin and one member
each from Schedule Tribe,
Scheduled Caste, and OBC
categories. Contd on Page 5
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The move by the Tahreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) or

the Pakistani Taliban to  declare
a shadow Government in
Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) and the neigh-
bouring Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
region and establish fidayeen
(suicide) camps in Gilgit-
Baltistan regions of Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir (POK),
could have a bearing on the
security situation in Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K).

The  outfit has stationed
12,000 to 14,000 fighters/sui-
cide bombers in POK. The
Pakistani security forces are
planning a major operation,
including an airstrike,  to estab-
lish their writ in the region.
This could also  lead to a
humanitarian crisis and have  a
spillover effect on India, par-
ticularly in J&K, according to
security experts. 

The TTP has passed a res-
olution to attack the Pakistan
Army and State-Patronised

Terrorist (SPT) groups like the
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) and
Lashkar-e-Tayabba (LeT).

Both the LeT and JeM
have been actively involved in
terrorist actions in J&K and the
Indian hinterland. Counter-
terrorism expert and security
analyst Dr Rituraj Mate said,
“The State Patronised Terrorist
groups have been exposed
when it comes to countering
groups like TTP. The LeT and
JeM have proved to be a white
elephant.”

Sources in the security
establishment said JeM boss
Maulana Masood Azhar, who
has been ill for several years, is
incapable of taking up the
challenge posed by the TTP.

“The ascendance of the
TTP could also lead to an
internecine war with the glob-
al terrorist group ISIS that is
also seeking to gain a toehold
in the Afghanistan-Pakistan
region under TTP’s control.

Continued on Page 5
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In a shocking turn of events,
a mob of around 100 African

nationals clashed with a police
team in the Neb Sarai area of
South Delhi and released a few
Nigerians who were detained
for visa expiration and were
being taken to the police sta-
tion. The incident occurred
after a Narcotics Cell team
landed at Raju Park in Neb

Sarai at 2.30 PM for initiating
deportation proceedings of
overstaying foreign nationals. 

Suddenly, around 100
African nationals gathered
there and hampered the police
operation. Amid chaos, two of
the three detainees managed to
flee the scene. The police
caught one of them, 22-year-
old Philip, again.

According to police, five
African nationals have been
detained for overstaying in
India despite the expiry of
their visas.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP) South, Chandan
Chaudhary, said around 150-
200 people from African coun-
tries had tried to stop the
police team from detaining

those who were living here
despite the expiry of their visas.

“A police team reached
Raju Park for deportation pro-
ceedings of overstaying foreign
nationals. At about 2:30 PM the
team apprehended three
African nationals whose visas
had expired,” the DCP said.

Videos shot by bystanders
showed the police forming a
human barricade along with a
thick rope while people from
the mob shouted animatedly at
them.

Later, a joint team from the
Neb Sarai Police Station and the
Narcotics Squad visited Raju
Park again at 6.30 PM, and
detained four Nigerians,
including one woman. 

Continued on Page 5
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KE Kumar, a well-respected
racer, died on Sunday fol-

lowing a crash in the second
round of the MRF MMSC
FMSCI Indian National Car
Racing Championship at the
Madras International Circuit in
Chennai. He was 59. The inci-
dent occurred when Kumar’s
car came in contact with that
of a competitor during the
saloon cars race. The car slid
across the track and landed on
the roof after slamming into a
fence. The race was immedi-
ately stopped (red flag). 

Continued on Page 5

C����� 	�!�	$
���!�����-C/
$��	"$����8!�	�
	$����$$�	 '	�������	����
��	�

��$	�����	�����	�,��
��
�������	��	
��
��
����	�&
����	,����

D'���%	�	�!�%"#� E�D''F��"�!�!�����@� E��-��!!���!�G8@��$ ��-�"�������

-��#�	���
���	������
��,�	$��	�������#

#$$	��
����	����	 ���	���
����
	%	����	��
	�&�
���'���	

H7����	�
�	"$��� �����""@6�"%I �	�
�	"$����
��
�����
� 	$!�����%6�"%I �	�
�	"$���I

������	�
 '(�)"" ���*
 �
�	������������������	�����	������

����	!�� �/�"%��
��������G�?�.� +�.����+�G+����C

C�����C��GC �����;C��
���C�G� �J��C+��<�,J��

��������	
�����
���������	
������������������ �����������������	������������� !���"#$���

����������������������������� ! "#�$�%�&� ��"

�!"�#�$%
/��� +�;�������J�C���

����5.//�-.��

��
&!'()�*

�C������CCJ���7�C<�������7�7.
C������7�.��C.J��/-��J

!+,",!"�-
J?�*�7�����/������./

-.���������

���������	�
�����
�

������������
�� �!"����#��
��"!���"�$�$!"
����%�&$



�������	� �"�������+��,! �$( +�*$ �$&( -.�/0/1

New Delhi: UNICEF
(YuWaah) and CSC Academy
and recently completed train-
ing 50,000 young women in
financial literacy through a
blended learning program
using the Passport to Earning
(P2E) e-platform. 

the young women were
trained across the country with
outreach and support from
Village Level Entrepreneurs
(VLEs), who are part of the
Common Service Center
(CSC) Academy network. 

The training helped young
women gain knowledge of crit-
ical financial concepts such as
budgeting, saving, borrowing,
investing, digital payments,
digital safety, complaints &
redressal mechanisms.

“Young people, especially
women, need the skills to
become independent.
Financial Literacy is a very
important part of these skills,
and we are delighted to work
with UNICEF to take this pro-
gram across India.  

This is just the start to a
much larger implementation”
said ex-IAS Sanjay Kumar
Rakesh, now Managing
Director at CSC e-Governance
SPV, an institution under the
Ministry of Information
Technology. 

Speaking on occasion,
Dhuwarakha Sriram, Chief of
Generation Unlimited
(YuWaah), Youth Development
and Partnerships at UNICEF
India, said, “Passport to
Earning aims to equip our
young with key 21st-century
skills for employability and
future readiness. 
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday praised

the Indian youth for connecting
the country with the world and
said the identity of a diaspora is
very much derived from how
closely it is connected to its roots
and India's efforts have been to
encourage easier exposure to its
culture and traditions.

Underlining that India has
the largest diaspora in the world,
he said many of them are the
most talented.“Whether it is the
startup of technology, the
younger generations are at the
forefront of connecting India to
the world. 

Our endeavor is to maxi-
mize our support for the dias-
pora. We aim to focus on the
redressal of grievances through
online mechanisms. I am confi-
dent that Indian youth at home
and abroad will propel the
growth of this country to greater
heights. We strive to create a bet-
ter workplace and non-discrim-
inatory approach.”

Addressing the Youth
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD)
programme in Indore as part of
the three-day PBD convention,
Jaishankar said, "So what is per-
haps unique about us is the
intensity of the bonding between
the community abroad and the
motherland.”

Jaishankar also recalled
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
address to the diaspora on a pre-
vious occasion where the latter
had said "hamara to khoon ka
rishta hai, passport ka nahi" (we
have a blood relation and not
that of passport).  The Prime
Minister will inaugurate the
17th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas on
Monday in Indore. Meanwhile,
the external affairs minister said
"Today, we are here because of
this relationship.  This one
phrase, I think captures the

entire complexity of relationships
that we have today with 34 mil-
lion people of Indian origin and
Non-Resident-Indians (NRIs)
and that is what brings us all here
(India) every two years,” he said. 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
Union Information and
Broadcasting and Youth Affairs
Minister Anurag Thakur and
Australia's Member of
Parliament Zaneta Mascarenhas,
who was the guest of honour on
the occasion, also addressed the
event.

Jaishankar said the youth liv-
ing outside India have many
more opportunities than before
to stay connected with the coun-
try. 

“It is a matter of pride for us
that centres of faith are growing
abroad and serve the purpose of
inculcating values, promoting
culture and nurturing tradi-
tions. I think the one in Abu
Dhabi has attracted particular
attention of the people," he said.

The minister said the iden-
tity of a diaspora is very much
derived from how closely it is
connected to its roots.  “Our
efforts have been to encourage
easier exposure (for diaspora) to
Indian culture and traditions. 

Many of our embassies, in
fact most of them, offer yoga,
dance and music classes and we
have asked them to support and
facilitate community functions
and collective activities,” he said.

Jaishankar said they have
also gathered here as India marks
the 75th year of Independence
and prepares for the next 25
years. "This is an era where we
are increasingly confident about
our prospects and when we
seek to connect with the Indian

community and international
community," he said. "And that
is why I am particularly glad to
see the guest of honour (Zaneta
Mascarenhas) today is from our
own Indo-pacific partner
Australia," he said.

The External Affairs
Minister also said the govern-
ment is joining hands with dif-
ferent countries to ensure the
youth of Indian origin get a safer
and non-discriminatory envi-
ronment abroad and better
workplaces are developed for
them. He said the government
recently partnered with
Germany, Denmark, Portugal,
France and the UK on migration
and mobility to provide a better
a environment to Indian youth
abroad.

The government has recent-
ly signed a "working holiday"
programme with Austria and the
Australian government has
offered a more liberal environ-
ment for Indian professionals, he
added. Jaishankar expressed
hope that in the coming days,
some more countries will liber-
alise the provisions for granting
visas to Indians and ensure bet-
ter working conditions for them.

He said country's younger
generation is at forefront of con-
necting India to the world and
this generation is strengthening
India's relations with other coun-
tries through studies, jobs and
travel.

The minister said India
recognises the tremendous
response that it got from the PIO
NRI community during the dif-
ficult moments of its own com-
munity.

"So as we meet today, I can
say our bonds have become
stronger despite all the trials and
tribulations that we went
through in the Covid-19 (peri-
od)," he said. Jaishankar said peo-
ple coming to India after a gap
surely notice the many changes
that have taken place in the last
eight years, and especially in the
last three years. 

Notable among them is the
extraordinary scale of digital
delivery that has made possible
access to the social benefits.
And that too without leakage.

Jaishankar also said it is the
government's expectation that
the new education policy will
create more pathways for the
deeper involvement of the dias-
pora. 

Within the country, the
prime minister has urged all to
focus on the 'Amrit kaal', the
period leading the people to a
century of India's Independence.
It is important that the Indian
community abroad does the
same, he said.
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Adrunk person may not be
in his senses but the flight

crew showed no compassion
and failed in their responsibil-
ity, said a US-based doctor seat-
ed next to the man who uri-
nated on a woman in an ine-
briated state on an Air India
flight from New York to Delhi.

In an interview to PTI, Dr
Sugata Bhattacharjee narrated
the sordid events in the busi-
ness class cabin of Flight AI102
on November 26, which have
become front page news after
they came to light last week.
Bhattacharjee, who is based in

New Hampshire state, wrote an
elaborate complaint to Air
India immediately after the
flight landed, detailing his
experience with his co-pas-
senger Shankar Mishra and
his interactions with the cabin
crew He told PTI he is speak-
ing out now to elaborate on the
complaint because of claims by
Mishra's father that his son is
innocent and may have been a
victim of extortion. 

"It was a moral call for me,
it was morality and I thought
it was my moral obligation to
stand and make a complaint
and I did," he said. The buck
stops with the pilot, the US-

based doctor said, recounting
that Mishra had four stiff
drinks through lunch. He had
also alerted a male crew mem-
ber about Mishra having one
too many and to keep an eye on
him. 

Pointing to multiple fail-
ures in the “procedural part”,
the US-based audiologist, who
made a handwritten complaint
to the airline, told PTI that to
make the woman talk to
Mishra after the incident was a
“no no because indecent expo-
sure is a crime”.  “It's a sexual
assault. And once that happens,
nobody should take a media-
tion route,” he said. “I was

angry. I don't care about what
a drunk man did because he's
not in his senses and that's why
he does it. 

But people who had the
power and the authority, they
showed no compassion. In a
plane, the pilot is the chief per-
son and the buck stops with
him."  

While Bhattacharjee was in
seat 8A, Mishra was in seat 8C
in business class.  Mishra, 34,
who was missing for a few days
after the incident came to light
has been arrested from
Bengaluru and sent to judicial
remand for 14 days by a Delhi
court.
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday

said Congress was a party of
tapaswis  and he was doing his
work much like what has been
mentioned in the Bhagavad
Gita without bothering about
the result. “The Congress is the
party of 'tapaswis', that is why
the symbol of Congress is palm
which is 'Abhyamudra' of
Shankar, he said.

“RSS-BJP wants them to be
forcibly worshipped. Modi also
wants this...They have captured
all institutions, use money
(power) and instill fear in peo-
ple. They are telling people not
to do 'tapasya'," Rahul said
addressing a press conference at
Kurukshetra on the sidelines of
Bharat Jodo Yatra during which
he invoked sermons of Gita like
“Jaisa Karma Karega…Waisa
Ful Dega…” “That is why the
Prime Minister does not meet
you (media). He is scared of
those media which is doing
tapasya and seeking truth,"
Rahul said.

Emphasising that the RSS-
BJP doesn't want others to
respect only those who do their
'puja' should be respected, he
asked whether demonetisation
respect the 'tapasya' of the poor.
"Certainly not. It was an attack
on 'tapasya', he said. He said a

section is more concerned
about his T-shirt while some
others wonder how many kilo-
metres he has walked while
emphasising these are non-
issues.

"Nobody asks how many
kilometres farmers, labourers
have walked. You will not see
any farmer or labourer who
have not walked more than
myself. We don't respect
'tapasya'. This land is of tapasvis

and not pujaris," he said. He
said the fight against the BJP-
RSS has ceased to be a political
fight and has turned into an ide-
ological fight or a question on
religion after the present ruling
dispensation has captured insti-
tutions.

“One thing which I have
understood is that this fight is
actually not political, superfi-
cially it is political fight. When
we fight BSP or TRS, then it is

a political contest. But there has
been change in the country. The
day when the RSS controlled
the institutions of this country,
the fight did not remain polit-
ical. Now, this has become a dif-
ferent fight. You may call it a
fight of ideology, fight of reli-
gion, or you can give it any
framework, but this is not a
political fight,” Rahul said.
Responding to a question,
Rahul said he did not get affect-
ed by what others say about
him. "Whatever is said about
me, whether positive or nega-
tive, doesn't affect me and I am
doing my work."

"When Arjun took aim at
fish eye he did not say what he
will do next, in Gita also it is
said do your work... However,
there are programmes of the
party which will continue after
the Bharat Jodo Yatra ends."

The Bharat Jodo Yatra is
entering its last leg. It will end
in January in J&K's Srinagar
after moving through Punjab
and Himachal Pradesh.

Rahul said the Bharat Jodo
Yatra led by him has received an
overwhelming response every-
where in the country, asserting
that the foot march is against
hatred and fear being spread in
society as well as against unem-
ployment and inflation.

Former Army chief Gen
Deepak Kapoor and many
retired top officers of the
defence services joined the
Yatra' on Sunday passing
through Haryana.  

In an attack on the critics of
the Yatra, Rahul said when it
was started, "people said the
response which we got in
Kerala, we wont get that in
Karnataka, which is a BJP-

ruled state. But we got an even
better response there. Then
they said the Yatra got a
response in south India, but
when it reaches Maharashtra, it
won't get that response. When
we reached Maharashtra, we got
even better response than the
south". 

"Then it was said we will not
get a good response when the
Yatra passes through the Hindi
belt, but in Madhya Pradesh
there was even more improve-
ment to the response. When we
reached Haryana, it was said it
is a BJP-ruled state, but here too
the response was overwhelming.
As we are moving forward, the
response is improving," he said.
Scores of people joined the
Yatra as it passed through
Karnal in the morning, which is
also the home constituency of
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar.Senior party leaders
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
Randeep Singh Surjewala and
Kumari Selja are part of the
Yatra in its Haryana leg.

The march covered over
130 km in its first leg in
Haryana from December 21 to
23, passing through Nuh,
Gurugram and Faridabad dis-
tricts. It re-entered Haryana's
Panipat Thursday evening from
Uttar Pradesh.

The yatra, which started
from Kanyakumari in Tamil
Nadu on September 7, will end
after reaching Srinagar by
January 30 with Gandhi hoist-
ing the national flag there. The
march has so far covered Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has filed

chargesheet against 14 accused
in the Mominpur (Kolkata)
communal violence case. The
chargesheet was filed at the
NIA Special Court, Calcutta on
Friday in the case relating to the
clash between members of two
communities who engaged in
brick batting, stone-pelting,
and hurled bombs at each
other.

The accused also deterred
police personnel from dis-
charging their official duties by
physically assaulting them,
damaging vehicles parked
nearby, and also attacked police
personnel in the jurisdiction of
Ekbalpore police station in
Kolkata. 

The case was initially reg-
istered as FIR No. 482/2022
dated October 10 last year at
Ekbalpur police station in
Kolkata and re-registered by
the NIA on October 18.

Investigations revealed that
accused Md. Fakruddin
Siddique alias Fakru, Md
Salauddin Siddique, Md
Sahabuddin Siddique, Md Idul
Siddique, Md. Ziauddin,
Badrul Hossain alias Dabbu,
Ohab Hossain alias Vicky,
Gholam Md Izhar alias Izhar,
Mustafa Hussain alias Sharafat,
Zakir Hossain, Md Faiyaz,
Sunny, Raju alias Raju Ahmed
and Imamul Haque alias Inam
hatched a criminal conspiracy,
gathered into an unlawful
assembly with the intention to
attack dwelling houses/shops of
people of a particular commu-
nity at Gali No. 8, Bhukailash
Road, Kolkata. 

The accused allegedly used
crude bombs, petrol bombs,
wooden sticks, brickbats and
stones.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has filed a

chargesheet in the Ludhiana
court complex bomb blast
case against five accused. The
chargesheet was filed before
the NIA Special Court, Mohali.

The case relates to a bomb
blast at the Court Complex
Ludhiana on December 23,
2021, in which one person was
killed and six others were
injured.

The case was initially reg-
istered as FIR No.  446/2021
dated December 23, 2021, at
Police Station Division -5,
Ludhiana Commissionerate,
Punjab and re-registered by
the NIA on January 13 last
year.

“During Investigations, it
has been revealed that Lakhbir
Singh Rode, Pak-based
ISYF/KLF terrorist handler,
had planned to execute IED
blasts at various locations in
Punjab. 

In order to execute this
plans, he, in association with
Pakistan-based smugglers,
recruited India-based opera-
tives to smuggle IEDs and to
carry out blasts to cause max-
imum casualties and to strike
terror among the general pub-
lic,” the NIA said in a state-
ment. 

To execute the conspiracy
to carry out IED blasts in
Punjab, Rode along with

Zulfikar alias Pehalwan, a
Pakistan-based cross-border
arms-explosives-narcotics
smuggler, Harpreet Singh alias
Happy Malaysia, Surmukh
Singh alias Sammu, Dilbagh
Singh and Rajanpreet Singh,
formed a terror gang to carry
out blasts and smuggle
weapons into India, the NIA
alleged in the chargesheet.

Rode used the smuggling
channels of Pakistan-based
smuggler Zulfikar and his
associates - Surmukh Singh
and Harpreet Singh to deliver
the IED to Gagandeep Singh
who planted it to cause the
blast in Ludhiana Court
Complex and lost his life in the
process.

The accused persons have
been chargesheeted under var-
ious Sections of the Indian
Penal Code including criminal
conspiracy and murder besides
provisions of the Explosive
Substance Act, 1908, Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
and Prevention of Damage to
Public Property Act, 1984.
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Chronic skin disorder
severely affects the physi-

cal and psychological well-
being of patients, said a study
conducted by Indian doctors
from AIIMS-like institutions at
Kalyani, Patna, and
Bhubaneswar..

The doctors noted that the
impact of psychological burden
ranges from low self-esteem
and stress to anxiety and
depression. Acne, rosacea, pso-
riasis, eczema, and hair loss are
just a few of the skin disorders
that have been associated with
increased rates of depression,
anxiety, and reduced quality of
life, more so because these are
visible to others to see. This
urgently calls for tailored psy-

chiatric consultation and
appropriate counseling for such
patients at the OPD itself while
being treated for their ailment,
said the doctors after assessing
the mental health of around
101 patients suffering from
the chronic skin disorder.

In the present study
‘Psychosocial Distress and
Quality of Life Among Patients
With a Chronic Skin Disorder
at a Tertiary Care Hospital in
Eastern India: A Hospital-
Based Case-Control Study’
published in Cureus platform,
45.54% and 41.58% of patients
had clinically significant (mod-
erate to severe) depression and
anxiety, respectively.
“Depression and anxiety scores
were found to be significantly
high in unmarried persons

and more in unemployed peo-
ple. This might be because in
the Indian scenario, both cat-
egories consist more of a
younger age group of people,
and they are more likely to have
depression and anxiety. 

That's because chronic skin
disease affects their QoL, future
career options, social life, etc,”
said the authors. The team
included, Dr Pratyush R.
Behera, Dr Arvind K Singh and
Dr Chandra S. Sirka, all from
AIIMS, Bhuvneshwar, Dr
Sarika Palepu from AIIMS,
Kalyani, and Dr Rajeev Ranjan
and Dr Swetalina Pradhan,
both from AIIMS, Patna.

Females had a lower preva-
lence of depression and anxi-
ety as compared to males, but
the results were not statistical-

ly significant. Also, depression
and anxiety were higher in
patients with skin lesions
involving exposed body parts
like the head, neck, hand, and
foot. Out of 101 patients in this
study, 67% were males, and
33% were females. The most

common diseases in the study
were tinea (22.7%), acne
(18.8%), and vitiligo (14.85%).
In the present study, 76.24% of
the patients were taking treat-
ment at the time of study, and
74% had visible skin lesions on
the exposed body parts.
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The Left parties CPI(M) and CPI have
opposed the UGC’s decision to allow

foreign universities to set up campuses in
India.  The CPI on Sunday said that the
regulatory framework of such a move
should be framed and discussed in
Parliament. 

Echoing same sentiments, the CPI(M)
has urged Government and UGC to
rescind such moves as this will lead to a
hike leading to distortion in higher edu-
cation in the country.  

CPI(M) polit bureau said that the
operational details of setting up such cam-
puses provide that they can evolve their
own admission process and criteria to
admit domestic and foreign students. I "t
will also have the autonomy to decide its
fee structure and will face no caps that are
imposed on Indian institutions. 

Foreign higher education institutions
will also be allowed cross-border move-
ment of funds and maintenance of Foreign
Currency Accounts, mode of payments,
remittance and repatriation, said the

party in a statement on Sunday.  “The pro-
posed move is not going to enable the
country to address the current chal-
lenges that face higher education. 

The polit bureau strongly urges that
the UGC and the government rescind this
draft proposal and initiate consultations
with organizations of teachers, students,
and all those who are vitally concerned in
the future of higher education. The UGC
is also not statutorily entitled to unilater-
ally initiate moves without consulting the
state governments.  The polit bureau
appeals to all democratic and patriotic

forces to act to make the UGC and the
government to stop this unilateralism
forthwith,” said CPI(M).  ”he party said
that time allotted by the government to
make suggestions is grossly insufficient. 

The policy will harm, dilute and
destroy the Indian higher education sys-
tem leading to commercialization, it said.
"This decision will make education expen-
sive and Dalits, advasis, minorities and
poor will be adversely affected.

The decision is a reflection of gov-
ernment’s pro-rich approach in back-
ground of statement made in Parliament
by Education minister that Indians should
stop depending on idea that universities
should be funded by  government. 

The fact is that government is spend-
ing less than three percent of its budget
on education when more allocation is
needed.

The policy of reservation and prin-
ciple of social justice will be harmed in a
big way. The imposition of such policy on
states is anti-federal and encroachment on
powers of state governments,” said CPI’s
national secretariat in a statement.
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Non-Bharatiya Janata Party
political parties, including

Samajwadi Party, Bahujan
Samaj Party and Rashtriya Lok
Dal, are distancing from the
Bharat Jodo Yatra of Rahul
Gandhi, saying no political
inference should be drawn
from their leaders welcoming
the yatra in the state.

The non-BJP parties main-
tain that it would be premature
to link the Bharat Jodo Yatra
with Opposition unity ahead of
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Leaders of SP and BSP had
wished success to the yatra in
Uttar Pradesh through separate
tweets, while the RLD had
joined the yatra in the state after
receiving an invitation for par-
ticipation. RLD workers were
seen in the yatra which tra-
versed through western region
of the state, the stronghold of
the party. However, RLD pres-
ident Jayant Chaudhary was
missing as he was out of the

country at that time.
"The workers of the RLD

welcomed the Bharat Jodo Yatra
as Rahul Gandhi has set out to
strengthen brotherhood against
communal politics and RLD
president Jayant Chaudhary
also is convening 'bhaichara
sammelans' all over UP for the
same purpose," RLD
spokesman Anil Dubey said.

He added, “No political
significance should be attached
to their decision to welcome
Rahul Gandhi.”

"There is no link of the
yatra with politics. Akhileshji
had extended moral support to
the yatra, a sentimental support.
It has nothing to do with oppo-
sition unity. The yatra is not an
issue of political polarisation,"
said Samajwadi Party
spokesman Rajendra
Chaudhary.

"Politically, we are with the
SP and in 2024 will fight in
alliance. With whom we have to
join hands is an important
decision which will be taken by

the national presidents of the
RLD and the SP. Political deci-
sions are taken by the high
command," Dubey said.

He added, "We already have
a strong alliance in UP with the
SP to defeat the BJP and both
are working together,”

Interestingly, BSP MP from
Jaunpur, Shyam Singh Yadav,
participated in the yatra in
Delhi and termed it as his per-
sonal decision. 

“I got a personal invitation
from Rahul Gandhi and it was

my personal decision to go. It
had nothing to do with the
party," the BSP MP had said.

"There was no instruction
from the party to go nor did I
ask for permission from the
party. The aim of the yatra is
good; all understand that the
chasm being created between
different religions and sections
should be turned into love,"
Yadav stressed and said that his
participation should not be
viewed as a sign that he was
moving to another party.
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Agroup of Ministers and
senior officials of the Yogi

Adityanath government
reached Chennai on Sunday
on a three-day visit to invite
entrepreneurs to invest in
Uttar Pradesh and contribute
towards making the State an
‘Uttam Pradesh’ as well as a $
1-trillion economy.

The team, including
Cabinet Minister Suresh
Khanna, Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Nitin
Agarwal, Minister of State
Asim Arun, Minister
Narendra Kashyap and senior

off icials ,  Uttar Pradesh
Defence Industrial Corridor
chief Nodal officer RKS
Bhadauria, Additional Chief
Secretary ( MSME) Amit
Mohan Prasad, UPPCL
Chairman M Devaraj, IIDD

Principal Secretary Anil Sagar,
Excise Commissioner Senthil
Pandian and Chief Minister
Yogi's advisor KV Raju will
have one to one business to
government (B2G) meetings
with 25 industrialists.

The meetings will start at
a dinner on Sunday and con-
clude with breakfast on
Tuesday. Besides, more than
150 industrialists will attend
the roadshow in which Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s
team will inform these indus-
trialists about investment
opportunities in Uttar Pradesh
and encourage them to invest
in the state.
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Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya slammed Akhilesh Yadav and his supporters
for obstructing legal action being taken against Samajwadi Party's Twitter handle operator,

who made indecent comments on women leaders of Bharatiya Janata Party, constitutional bod-
ies like Election Commission of India and journalists.

Maurya, on Sunday, said that the SP chief along with his supporters wanted to do hooligan-
ism at the police headquarters to save the people who were doing hooliganism on social media.
“However, they have forgotten that this is Yogi Adityanath's government and no one can stop the
law from taking its course here.  There is no place for goons in the State.  Be it social media or
any field, no one will be allowed to violate the rights of common citizens,” the deputy chief min-
ister said.
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Two heavily armed infiltra-
tors were neutralised by the

alert troops of the Indian army
along the line of control in
Balakot sector of Poonch on
Saturday.

This is the second incident
in the last 10 days in the same
sector when infiltrators
attempted to breach the line to
control before sneaking inside
the Indian territory.

A similar infiltration bid
was foiled by the alert troops in
the Krishna Ghati sector on
December 29, 2022. Taking
advantage of the adverse

weather conditions the three
member group of infiltrators
had retreated into the forests
instead of crossing the LoC.

Briefing media persons in
Rajouri on Sunday Brigadier P
Acharya, Commander 13
Sector Rashtriya Rifles said,
"after observing the suspicious
movement of two infiltrators
around 7.00 p.m on Saturday
near the line of control in
Balakot sector of Poonch the
alert troops of the Indian kept
a tight watch on their move-
ment" . "Around 7.45 p.m a
loud explosion was heard, pos-
sibly a mine blast. Soon after,
troops saw the movement near
the fence and engaged the ter-

rorists by bringing aimed fire
onto them".

The 13 sector RR
Commander said,  "troops pre-
sent on ground zero readjust-
ed the cordon to prevent their
escape. The troops also relied
on night-enabled Quadcopter
and other surveillance devices
to keep a strict vigil on the cor-
doned area".  During searches
which were launched around
2.00 a.m the troops recovered
two bodies with weapons, mag-
azines, ammunition and other
war like stores.  "One AK 47
Rifle with two magazines and
21 rounds, one modified AK 56
Rifle, One Chinese Pistol with
one magazine and five rounds,

two Chinese hand grenades
and two high explosive IEDs
and a mobile phone was recov-
ered by the troops.

Meanwhile, the operations
to nab terrorists involved in the
Dhangri attack were still going

on in the frontier districts of
Rajouri and Poonch. Both
Indian Army and jawans of the
other security forces have been
conducting these search oper-
ations to track down their
footprints
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Two persons succumbing to
food poison in the opening

week of the New Year has sent
shock waves across Kerala. 

Anjusree Parvathi, a 19-
year-old college student of
Kasaragod breathed her last
early Saturday morning after
consuming Arabian delicacy
Shavarma and Kuzhimanthi
peppered with mayonnaise
and green chutney from Al
Romancia Hotel in the district.
Her cousin Anusree is under-
going treatment in a private
hospital in Kasaragod.

Dr M V Ramdas, District
Medical Officer who held a
preliminary investigation said
in his report that death was
due to infection and food poi-
soning. She is the second vic-
tim in the district to lose life
in the last eight months after
consuming the Arab food. In
May 2022, Devananda, a Plus
Two student in the district had
died after consuming
Shavarma. This too was attrib-
uted to food poisoning by
health officials in the district.

The New Year festivities
saw Rashmi Raj (33), the nurs-
ing off icer of Kottayam
Medical College losing her

life on January 2 after she ate
Shavarma from a hotel.
District Health Officials said
the death was due to food poi-
soning after the consumption
of non-vegetarian food.

Three members of a fam-
ily in Idukki district have been
admitted to hospital after they
complained of uneasiness fol-
lowing the consumption of
Arab foods, C Prakashan, for-
mer scientist of Regional
Analytical Laboratory, Kochi,
told The Pioneer that quality
of food served in hotels (veg-
etarian  as well as non-vege-
tarian) was not at all satisfac-
tory. 
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Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari has writ-

ten to the Union Government
asking it to send a Central team
to inquire into the systematic
destruction of mangrove forests
of Sunderbans that form the
first line of defence against
cyclonic storms in the coastal
areas of the State.

In his letter written to the
Union Minister of
Environment and Forest
Bhupendra Yadav the Bengal
Opposition Leader has said
that alleged that the ruling
Trinamool Congress leaders
had been “uprooting” and
“destroying” the “ecologically
sensitive Sunderbans

Mangrove forest ..the 1st wall
of defence against cyclones
battering the fragile coastline”
of Bengal.

Adhikari alleged that
though the State government
“dubiously claimed planting 5
crore mangrove trees … in real-
ity the ruling party leaders are
destroying mangrove forests
for commercial reasons”

He said that the TMC lead-
ers were investing hugely in
fisheries for which they were
cutting down mangrove forests
for their personal gains. “They
claimed Mamata Banerjee
claimed that her government
would plant 5 crore mangrove
trees but in reality they have
destroyed several thousands
of them … they have employed

tens of payloaders to clean up
the area and dig large ponds for
fisheries,” Adhikari said on
Sunday adding he has asked for
a probe into the matter.

A World Heritage Site; the
Sunderbans is the largest con-
tiguous mangrove forest in the
world. It significantly facilitates
an on-going ecological process
of delta formation. It needs to
be protected for the sake of lives
& livelihood and the coastal
area from immeasurable dam-
age.

Situated in a unique bio-
climatic zone; mangrove flora
& fauna both on land & water
support exceptional biodiver-
sity in terrestrial, aquatic &
marine habitats. “Land mafia
supported by local … leaders

are uprooting the mangroves &
converting the area into fish
farming ponds,” he said.

TMC MP Shantanu Sen
quickly reacted to the allega-
tions leveled by Adhikari say-
ing, “political traitors like
Suvendu are out to malign the
Mamata Banerjee Government

and humiliate Bengal for their
own narrow interests… He
has no information that
Mamata Banerjee has ordered
planting of 7.5 thousand man-
grove forests on 4.5 acres of
land and the work is in progress
… he should stop defaming
Bengal.”
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Twenty-three-year-old
Prince Sharma, critically

injured in the 'ghastly' Dangri
terror attack in Rajouri on
January 1, succumbed to his
injuries in the Government
Medical College hospital,
Jammu in the wee hours of
Sunday taking the total death
toll to 7. Several other injured
were still undergoing treat-
ment in the Rajouri and Jammu
medical college hospitals. 

Deepak Sharma, elder
brother of Prince, had earlier
fallen to the bullets of  terror-

ists on day one of the New Year.  
Only their mother, Saroj

Devi survived the attack. The
duo had lost their father in
2019 due to a chronic illness.  

Soon after the mortal

remains of Prince Sharma were
shifted from Jammu to his
native village in Rajouri a large
number of local residents and
others assembled there to pay
their last respects. 
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Samajwadi party president
Akhilesh Yadav, on Sunday,

refused tea at the Uttar
Pradesh Police headquarters
here, expressing his doubts
whether he would be given
poison there.

Akhilesh said, “We will
not have tea here. We’ll bring
ours (tea), take your cup. We
can’t drink, you will give poi-
son? We don’t trust you. We’ll
get it from outside.”

He reached the police
headquarter in Lucknow in
protest against the arrest of sp
worker and operator of the
party’s Twitter handle.

Samajwadi Party work-
ers came face-to-face with
police as they protested out-
side the police headquarters
in Lucknow over the arrest of
SP media cell leader Manish
Jagan Agarwal.

Hazratganj police arrest-
ed the operator of the SP
media cell Twitter, Manish
Jagan Agarwal on Sunday for
making indecent comments
targeting different persons
from the political arena on
social media for quite some
time.

A brawl on Twitter had
broken out between Bharatiya
Janata Party and the
Samajwadi Party and it was
going on for some time.
Abusive and chosen invectives
were hurled at the BJP from
the SP Twitter handle.

Akhilesh Yadav argued
with the police officers inside
the police headquarters, while
SP workers led by former
minister and MLC Swami
Prasad Maurya staged a
protest outside gate number
two of the DGP office, seek-
ing the release of Manish
Jagan Agarwal. 

Police had to use mild
force to disperse the unruly
cadres of the SP.

After visiting police head-
quarters  in Lucknow,
Akhilesh Yadav reached the
district jail in Gosaiganj to
meet Manish Agrawal.
Manish Jagan Agarwal was
arrested by the Lucknow
police after three cases were
registered against him at
Hazratganj police station
allegedly for making objec-
tionable remarks on Twitter

through the party’s social
media handle.

The party condemned the
arrest  of  Manish Jagan
Agarwal on Twitter. "Arrest of
Samajwadi Party worker
Manish Jagan Agarwal by
Lucknow Police is  con-
demnable and shameful!
Police should release him
immediately" (sic), said the SP
on Twitter.

Manish Jagan Agarwal
hails from Sitapur district in
Uttar Pradesh. He claims to
be the family member of
Jagannath Prasad Agarwal,
who had been an MLA twice
and served as a member of
parliament for three terms.
Jagannath Prasad was also a
Rajya Sabha member during
the tenure of India’s first
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru.
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From Page 1
“The State Government

should establish a clear and
continuous communication
channel with the affected peo-
ple. Immediate efforts should
be to arrest the deterioration in
the situation through practical
measures that may be feasible,”
he said according to the state-
ment.

An interdisciplinary inves-
tigation of the affected area
should be undertaken. Experts
from a range of central institu-
tions— National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA), NIDM, GSI, IIT

Roorkee, WIHG, National
Institute of Hydrology (NIH)
and Central Building Research
Institute (CBRI) should work
closely with the state of
Uttarakhand in the spirit of
“Whole of Government”
approach, said the statement.

A clear time-bound recon-
struction plan must be pre-
pared. Continuous seismic
monitoring must be done.
Using this opportunity, a risk
sensitive urban development
plan for Joshimath should also
be developed, the statement
said, quoting the Principal
Secretary to the PM.

From Page 1
In fact, his statement fur-

ther shows that the airline was
aware of the incident just a day
after it took place on November
26 as he wrote, “Upon receipt
of the complaint on November
27, Air India acknowledged
receipt and commenced engag-
ing in correspondence with

the affected passenger's fami-
ly on November 30".He didn't
disclose if the complaint came
through the flight crew and the
captain or someone else.

However, sources in Air
India confirmed that when the
flight in question AI102 land-
ed in Delhi, the cabin crew in
charge filled in a detailed report
of what happened and was
counter-signed by the captain.

"According to the laid
down procedure, after every
flight, the cabin crew in charge
fills out a report of what hap-
pened in the cabin during the
flight. It is read and counter-

signed by the captain," Captain
S S Panesar, ex-pilot and former
director of flight safety and
training of erstwhile Indian
Airline, said.

"If the cabin crew depart-
ment and Air India did not
read or react promptly to the
report, how can they blame the
captain now? De-rostering and
giving the captain a show cause
notice is absolutely unfair and
ridiculous,” Captain Panesar
added.He strongly believes that
Air India is making the crew
members and the captain a
scapegoat just to avoid embar-
rassment and their own fault.

"Officers such as Director
Inflight services & other high-
er-ups in the organisation who
sat on the report or tried to bro-
ker a deal between the accused
and the victim should be pun-
ished rather,” he said.

"The management was
made aware of the incident by
the crew via a written report on
landing. The management
could have asked for more
details if the report was not
clear. Instead, the airline tried
to bury the issue by negotiat-
ing with passengers con-
cerned," Captain Ajay Ahlawat,
an air force veteran, said.

From Page 1
Police had a tough time

controll ing hundreds of
enthusiastic supporters of
new ministers when they
tried to forcibly enter the
already-packed Darbar hall
of Raj Bhawan here during
the oath-taking ceremony on
Sunday morning..

The police struggled to
control the surging crowds as
many people forced their way
into the main hall. Glass panes
of two doors were broken as the
people tried to enter the
Durbar Hall during the swear-
ing-in ceremony. The residents
of Shimla were jubilant as three
ministers are from the district.
A large number of supporters,
raising slogans, followed the
newly inducted ministers to the
State Secretariat.

From Page 1
But, once again 150 to 200 people of

African origin surrounded the police team
and tried to help the detainees escape, police
said. This time, though, the police some-
how managed to control the escalating sit-
uation and brought the offenders to the Neb

Sarai Police Station. "The police team was
trying to bring the Nigerian nationals to the
police station. Suddenly, about 100 African
nationals gathered there and obstructed the
team. In the meantime, two of the detained
people escaped", Chaudhary added. 

The other Nigerians are Igwe

Emmanuel Chimezie(33), Aziegbe John(24)
and Queen Godwin(26) were held in the
second round of visit.  A case under sec-
tion 420/120B of IPC read with 14
Foreigners Act has been registered against
the accused at Crime Branch, and passports
have also been seized there.

From Page 1
“This could have implications for India as Indian interests and investments could be hurt in

Chabahar port in Iran,” Dr. Mate said.
Security analyst Dr Arvind Sahu concurred with the emerging scenario saying, “The likely

Pak military strikes against the TTP in FATA, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and POK could trigger a
humanitarian crisis and in such a situation thousands of people from the region could be dis-
placed and become a cause of concern for India-friendly countries like Iran, Afghanistan and
Tajikistan.”

From Page 1
Within minutes, Kumar was extricated from

the wreckage and transferred into an ambulance
before being shifted to a nearby hospital after a
preliminary examination at the track's medical
centre. Despite the best efforts of the hospital's doc-
tors, he succumbed to his injuries.

Chairman of the Meet Vicky Chandhok said:
"It is a most unfortunate incident. Kumar was an
experienced racer. I have known him for several
decades as a friend and competitor. The MMSC
and entire racing fraternity mourn his passing
away and convey heartfelt condolences to his fam-
ily."
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Former Army chief Gen
Deepak Kapoor and many

retired top officers of the
Defence services joined the
Rahul Gandhi-led 'Bharat
Jodo Yatra' on Sunday which
is passing through Haryana.

Amid severe cold and fog,
the march resumed in the
morning from Dodwa in
Karnal's Nilokheri region and
entered the Kurukshetra dis-
trict later in the day. In the
evening, Gandhi offered
prayers on the banks of holy
Brahma Sarovar here.

For most of the prayer,
Gandhi was seen in a red
shawl over his white T-shirt
which he has been sporting
during the yatra. Later, he also
took part in the evening
'aarti'. He was accompanied
by former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
Haryana Congress chief Udai
Bhan and senior party leaders
Kumari  Selja  and K C
Venugopal.
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and MPs.  No party is willing to do away
with defection because at one time or the
other, defection is useful to every party.
If Chandrashekar Rao is really serious
against defections, he should admit no
turncoat to his party. In doing so, he will
set a good precedent. Defection anyway
amounts to betraying the trust of the 
voters. These days, politics is more 
to subserve the political interests of 
parties.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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Sir — Artificial Intelligence (AI) refers to
the simulation of human intelligence in
machines that are programmed to think
like humans and mimic their actions. The
term may also be applied to any machine
that exhibits traits associated with a
human mind such as learning and 
problem-solving. The ideal characteris-
tic of artificial intelligence is its ability 
to rationalise and take actions that have
the best chance of achieving a specific
goal. The digital revolution has already

changed how people live, work 
and communicate. And it’s only just 
getting started.

But the same technologies that have
the potential to help billions of people live
happier, healthier and more productive
lives are also creating new challenges for
citizens and Governments. The term may
also be applied to any machine that
exhibits traits associated with a human
mind such as learning and problem-solv-
ing. The common fear is that AI will
replace human jobs, leading to mass
unemployment and economic depression.
That paints a very dystopian and 
frightening future, but extensive evidence
suggests a more hopeful and 
utopian future. AI focuses on saving
human time and energy, thus leading
humans to focus their efforts on passion
projects or making the world better for
all beings.

CK Subramaniam | Navi Mumbai
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Sir — Madhya Pradesh is fully prepared.
The arrival of guests for the Pravasi
Bharatiya Sammelan in Indore continues.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan is
himself monitoring everything. It can be
understood that this is a very proud
moment for Madhya Pradesh. This is an
unforgettable occasion when the State can
showcase its achievements and plans to
the NRIs. It is also an opportunity to
enrich the State Government’s image and
boost its confidence. This is an opportu-
nity to showcase Madhya Pradesh to peo-
ple of the outside world.

It should also be remembered that the
overseas guests are connected to our land,
that is why they have come here and are
participating in this conference. In the
changing times, be it the country or the
region, he has to leave his mark in every
field. This investment, employment and
business all are necessary for everything.
Opportunities are also hidden in the
event, especially for the youth, and there
should be no hesitation in capitalising on
it. The reputation that Indore has made
in the field of cleanliness in India and
abroad is the result of the leaders going
to the trenches and observing the clean-
liness system.

Divyansha Sharma | Ujjain
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Sir — It has been reported that the
Congress has lodged a police complaint
on the defection of its 12 MLAs into TRS.
K Chandrashekar Rao had accused BJP
of attempting to poach four of its MLAs
with bribes to topple his government.
Now he has not been mincing words
about defections into his party. But
what can the police do?  The anti-defec-
tion law is not so effective in preventing
defections. If two-thirds of MLAs cross
over to other parties, it will be treated as
merger. Single-member defection or
mass defection, both should be treated
alike if the defection menace has to be
curbed.

The Speaker must be vested with the
powers to disqualify such errant MLAs
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SOUNDBITE

exists in semi-migratory sys-
tems. Few animals are also
found in the organized farm.

Monpa community,
which is the majority popula-
tion in West Kameng and
Tawang districts, is responsi-
ble for developing the
Arunachali Yak breed. Yak has
been closely associated with
the culture, religion, and social
life of the Monpa people who
can trace their history of Yak
with great care since time
immemorial. It is treated as an
asset of the rural economy.
The Yak rearers, also called the
Brokpa, make their herds
migrate during the summer
season, along the mountain
ridges for grazing. One full-
time attendant stay at the
pasture land all along, attend-
ing the herds, milking and
preparing butter, ghee, and
churpi (fermented butter) for
home consumption as well as
for commercial purposes. The
entire herd is brought back to
the nearby homestead during
the winter season when there
is heavy snowfall. Agriculture
is the mainstay of the Yak
farmers and about 80 percent
population depends on it.
Shifting (Jhum} cultivation is
practiced by Monpa
Community settled in the Yak
rearing region. Due to the
availability of varied agro-cli-
matic and topographic condi-
tions, diverse varieties of crops

are found. Other crops like
chili, soybean, potato, cabbage,
pumpkin and ginger are also
grown. Major fruit production
is kiwi, apple and orange as
well as some citrus fruits. The
houses of Yak rearers, the
Monpas, are the traditional
style of dwellings made from
locally available materials. The
house size and area depends
on the family patterns. The
average family members
household consist of six 
members and 50 percent of
them are literate and 50 per-
cent are involved in Yak hus-
bandry. In Arunachal Pradesh,
landholding is community-
based: the average agriculture
landholding is 4500 acres and
the annual income of Yak
farmers is �55,000.

It is a matter of concern
that over the years, the popu-
lation of Arunachali Yak has
been declining. The main rea-
sons are increased emphasis on
crossbreeding, a shift in pro-
fession from agriculture to
other sectors, threats from
predators and diseases, reduc-
tion in the availability of fod-
der, and a reduced enthusiasm
among young herders
although it is still believed that
rearing Yak is the social status
of Brokpa. This decline can be
curbed through the introduc-
tion of selection and mating
programmes that could
encourage both productivity

and the maintenance of biodi-
versity as well as distribution
of unique germplasm through
AI-semen, high altitude pas-
ture management, adopting
new technology in villages
near border areas where Yak is
only animal providing liveli-
hood and economic sustain-
ability. Regular training on
the latest technology for Yak
husbandry for a veterinarian,
veterinary field assistants, as
well as Yak farmers, boosts the
Yak husbandry in the region.

Another area of concern is
that there is no proper docu-
mentation of the Yak popula-
tion because no serious efforts
have been done to survey
population of Yak. In this
context, systematic documen-
tation is needed for the inter-
pretation of earlier sources
and where possible be cross-
checked against pastoralists’
accounts. Efforts for the con-
servation of the Arunachali
Yak as well as to increase their
productivity within the given
environment need urgent
attention. Heterotic effects are
evident in the crosses, but
these need to be further clas-
sified and exploited for the
conservation and multiplica-
tion of Arunacahali Yak.

(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views expressed
are personal. This is the second
part of the three-part series on the
northeast; to be concluded.) 
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Arunachal Pradesh is
the largest among
North Eastern states
of India having an
area of 83,743 km

and is divided into 20 administra-
tive districts of which highlanders
(3000-4000 meters above MSL)
are Tawang and West Kameng
districts. It borders the states of
Assam and Nagaland to the South
and shares Internationals borders
with Bhutan in the East and Tibet
(China) in the North. The state is
the home tract of Arunachali Yak.
Usually found at elevations 3,000-
6,000 meters above MSL,
Arunachali Yak sustains them-
selves up to a temperature of -40
to 10 degrees centigrade.
Arunachali Yak is one of the
purest Yak populations in the
world. It is considered a remark-
able domestic animal as it thrives
in conditions of extreme cold and
hypoxic conditions of hardness
and deprivation while providing
livelihood to people living in the
remote high altitude hilly terrain
of Tawang and West Kameng dis-
tricts of Arunachal Pradesh.
These two districts are rich in
agro-biodiversity having the ori-
gin of several plants. The socio-
diversity of these districts adds
more colour to this field of bio-
diversity. The average density is
about 11-13 people per km, but,
the concentration of population
is more at lower elevations and
plains rather than at high altitude
regions where Yaks are available.

Although no written litera-
ture and breed synonyms exist
about Yak, the oral history indi-
cates that this animal belongs to
the Bisontine group under the
subfamily Bovidae which was
first tamed by the ancient Qiang
people of the Tibetan-Qiang
plateau in China. Given its grass-
eating nature and having specif-
ic anatomical and morphological
differences from other Bovids, the
nomenclature (Poephagus) was
given after a thorough investiga-
tion and discussion. According to
the evolutionary consequences, it
is presumed that the domestic Yak
(Poephagus grannies L.) of
Arunachal Pradesh probably orig-
inated from its wild counterpart
(Poephagus mutus). The
Arunachali Yak is living in a tran-
shumance pastoral structure and
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Two decades ago, the
Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), with

an endowment from the
Government of Greece and
additional financial support
from the AG Leventis
Foundation, instituted a Greek
Chair. The Chair is named
after Dimitrios Galanos (1760-
1833), a Varanasi-based Greek
Indologist and translator of
Sanskrit texts into Greek.

Its mission pertains to the
teaching of the Greek language
and civilisation vis-à-vis Indic
expositions on politics and
ethics in the form of certificate
courses. Prof Vasileios Syros, a
Greek historian of political
thought, has lately been
appointed to the Chair. Since
1998, on the lines of Hebrew
and Turkish, Greek has been
offered at JNU’s School of

Language, Literature & Culture
Studies as an optional language
at BA, MA and PhD levels.

However, there is no full-
fledged centre or programme
dedicated to it on the lines of
Arabic, Chinese, French,
German, Japanese, Korean,
Persian, Russian, Spanish, etc. 

Despite the fact that two
Greek poets, viz. Giorgos
Seferis and Odysseas Elytis,
were awarded the Nobel Prize
in Literature in 1963 and 1979
respectively, and many other
Greek writers, including Kostis
Palamas, Angelos Sikelianos,
Nikos Kazantzakis and Yiannis
Ritsos, were unsuccessfully
nominated for the same, the
appeal of Greek as a modern
language has been limited.

Indians came to know
about Greece in the 19th cen-
tury through their exposure to

English language and litera-
ture. Henry Louis Vivian
Derozio (1809-1831), the rad-
ical Eurasian teacher at Hindu
College (later Presidency
College) in Kolkata, composed
heroic poems like The Greeks
at Marathon (1825), Address to
the Greeks (1826), and Greece
(1827) cheering the Greeks in
their war of independence
against the Ottoman Turks.

In 1833, Khetramohan
Mookerjea, wrote the first
textbook on Greek history in
any Indian language. Written
in Bengali as Greek Desher
Itihas, it was an abridgement
of Oliver Goldsmith’s History
of Greece (1809). Phiroze
Vasunia, a rare Indian classi-
cist, who teaches at University
College London, describes this
phenomenon as Athens in
Calcutta in his book The

Classics and Colonial India
(2013). Apart from Derozio,
Vasunia mentions Michael
Madhusudan Dutt
(1824–1873), the poet of the
Bengal Renaissance, who
wrote the Hector-badh (Slaying
of Hector) based on the Iliad.

Britain is a recognisable
leader in Hellenic/Greek stud-
ies. One of the reasons is that
they have cultivated that lan-
guage since the 16th century.
It was being taught, alongside
Latin, in their grammar
schools and universities.

In the 19th and early 20th
centuries, India created her
own classical background. It
comprised the Vedic era, 16
Mahajanapadas, the Maurya,
Sunga, Gupta, Chola and
Vijayanagara empires. It was
the age of Indian nationalism,
and the historical work com-

plemented this political ven-
ture. Porus, who fought against
Alexander, and Chandragupta
Maurya, who defeated
Seleucus I Nicator and found-
ed the first pan-Indian Empire,
became inspiring figures.

Thankfully, however, a
common ground came to light.
It was the lineage of Indo-
Greek kings, i.e., the Greeks
who had accompanied
Alexander to India and subse-
quently established kingdoms
in Bactria (Afghanistan),
Punjab and Sindh. The Indo-
Greek period (326 BC and 400
AD) witnessed confluence of
Indic and Hellenic thoughts in
the form of the Greco-
Buddhist Gandhara school of
art that produced the first
series of Buddha statues.

The Pali text Milinda-
panha records spiritual conver-

sations between Bactrian king
Menander (c 158-138 BC)
and Buddhist monk Nagasena.
The Garuda Column raised by
Heliodorus, who was an
ambassador of Antialkidas,
the Indo-Greek king of Taxila,
and styled himself as a devo-
tee of Krishna in Besnagar,
near Vidisha, MP, is a good
example of how certain Greeks
adopted Hinduism.

More than a century ago,
Gauranga Nath Banerjee reg-
istered a number of Hellenic
influences on India in his
book Hellenism in Ancient
India (1920). However, this
“commonality” mindset also
became a hindrance. Serious
work on Hellenism in India
gets hampered by an obsession
with affinities and physical
encounters. In the Oxford
Handbook of Hellenic Studies

(2009), for which Phiroze
Vasunia served as co-editor,
there was not a single contrib-
utor from South Asia. Should
India study, if at all, solely those
aspects of Greece that have a
clear Indian connection?

The Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule Rohilkhand University
in Bareilly might not be count-
ed as one of India’s premier
institutions. However, during
the 1990s, under historian
Prof Udai Prakash Arora, it
launched a new initiative in
historical research on Greece.
Prof Arora was subsequently
invited to occupy JNU’s Greek
Chair, a post he has now
retired from. While the
Dimitrios Galanos Chair is a
laudable and promising pro-
ject, India should prepare for
a more independent scholar-
ship on Greek civilisation.
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The year 2023 ushers in the most
eventful year with one-third of
the country seeking to form
new governments in states.
The Union Budget to be

unveiled on February 1 would be virtu-
ally the last full annual budget of the
Narendra Modi-led National Democratic
Alliance government in its second term,
which may get many colourful touches
ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

In February 2024, it would be only a
partial Budget in line with the convention
since the general elections would be held
in March-April next year. A massive pub-
lic spending programme was announced
last year with a spending of Rs 5.5 lakh
crore and by the close of the year it has
taken additional sanctions to spend Rs 7.5
lakh crore – an increase of 35.4 per cent.

Over Rs 2 lakh crore goes into the
free-food dole that has emerged as a new
bartering system for cash, keeping a
large number of the under-privileged smil-
ing as it changes their lives. The inflation
index is stabilising but the prices are
zooming. It is politically and economical-
ly tightrope walking through internation-
al uncertainties fueled by the Russia-
Ukraine War, globally, particularly
European, energy crisis and projected
slowdown.

Budget making is not easy as the
nation moves on to the election mode with
the Tripura polls in February, while the
people across the country are facing a 
difficult job scenario, and not so comfort-
able consumer demand is hitting manu-
facturing and core sector growth. The
industry bodies like the Confederation of
Indian Industries (CII) are demanding
raising the income-tax threshold to Rs 5
lakh, cut in the GST for most items to less
than 28 per cent and thrust on rural infra-
structure for facilitating employment
generation and sales with an opposition
sharpening its teeth.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
is likely to agree to some of these
demands. Industry is not worried about
the government finances. Each of the
above suggestions has bearing on revenue
collections. The deficit is about 6+ per
cent, says the government, but the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) finds
it at 10 per cent.

Market borrowings are projected at Rs
11.6 lakh crore, about one-third of the
budgetary expenses, which are likely to
shoot up as till September itself as it
reached Rs 8.45 lakh crore. The burgeon-
ing public debt rises to 89.1 per cent. The
IMF is concerned that 84.16 per cent of
Indian GDP comprises borrowings.

Life for a Finance Minister is not a bed
of roses as current account deficit and
external borrowings are increasing with
an unstable dollar. These acute problems
are apparently not the priority of the
industry.

That the industry has not moved out
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(The author is a senior
journalist)

of the 1950s mindset is evident
with their suggestions to cut
employer contribution to the
National Pension Scheme to 10 per
cent from 14 per cent, a move that
hits the workers hard. And from an
unhappy worker they want 
higher productivity and a better
market!

The CII, Ficci, the PHDCCI,
and ASSOCHAM should have
given more constructive sugges-
tions to the Finance Minister.
Wonder why they did not draw the
attention of the government to the
expensive, highly polluting fruitless
exercise of scrapping cars. Similarly,
they should have told the FM that
after Rs 2.6 lakh crore petrol-
road-building cess a year, abolition
of highway toll is beneficial for
bringing down prices drastically,
making budgeting process easier
and help the Reserve Bank of
India keep interest rates low.

Infra spending adds to glitter-
ing activities of project expenses.
It is often forgotten that infrastruc-
ture is also a drain and most devel-
oped countries have done it not
with gusto in a short period but
over long spans of time. That is
prudent. Despite that today the US
needs $58 billion for repairing
220,000 bridges and immediate
reconstruction of 79,500 bridges.

The Indian industry with its
profit motive wants the govern-
ment to bear the expenses that it
should have done itself.
Infrastructure needs investment
and also provisioning at a high
level for refurbishing and replace-
ment. Industry bodies, professing

infrastructure investment, want
that the concessions should bolster
companies through government
efforts, which may not be sustain-
able for long.

Inappropriate priorities can
land the country, fewest in the
world that still is on a growth tra-
jectory, to an undesirable tract. The
world is looking at how the exist-
ing infrastructure could be main-
tained for a longer time. Somehow,
many economists want a review of
the spree of demolitions of office
buildings in Delhi and elsewhere.
The western world capitals pride
in refurbishing these heritage
structures to continue with it for
centuries.

High-speed trains should not
be a fad. Better management with
less investment can speed up many
trains. Abandoning of stations and
creating new ones can be avoided.
It would give more leeway to the
FM. The country needs to rethink
building massive rail stations with
fences and security. The richest
countries try to keep the rail sta-
tions simple, with adequate facili-
ties but keep their expenses low.

Industry even did not suggest
replacing loss-making Metros in
smaller towns like Jaipur or
Lucknow with simple but efficient
trams. They would not as many of
them are beneficiaries of ill-placed
priorities.

The burgeoning public debt
rises to 89.1 per cent of GDP. This
cannot be the normal prescription.
Industry has to share the infra-
structure and other expenses and
can’t allow the country to slide on

heavy repayments. Total debt is
estimated at Rs 152 lakh crore in
March 2023, while accounting for
Rs 17 lakh crore rise in a year.

About 20 per cent or one-fifth
of the budgetary allocation, Rs 7.88
lakh crore of a budget of Rs 39.44
lakh crore, go in the repayment of
interest payments.

Industry should have suggest-
ed to the government how to keep
the debt low. Instead, it wants the
government to borrow more to bol-
ster their profits. It has to take a call
to resist pressure on increasing cap-
ital expenditure. Let the private sec-
tor mull how it should help in keep-
ing the fiscal deficit low to match
a low revenue growth.

The government is not in a
position to raise tax rates. For fis-
cal prudence, it has to give up a bit.
It is a tough year and such inno-
vation away from extravaganza
would help the nation. The indus-
try cannot expect the government
to burden the people particularly
in a year when world growth as per
IMF, UNCTAD and World Bank
would be slower.  The IT majors
are under pressure from global
economic troubles and would be
squeezing more.

The IMF sees India growing at
6.1 per cent in 2023-24, a little less
than 6.8 per cent estimates of RBI.
It’s indeed challenging for the
government to give more jobs,
manage finances, and be the world
engine of growth. The RBI finds
India capable but prudence, sagac-
ity and tough steps needed to sail
through in a stormier world in
2023-24.
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Officials said at least two
people were killed during
fighting in eastern

Ukraine, as Russia claimed
Sunday that it carried out dead-
ly missile strikes on barracks
used by Ukrainian troops in the
war. Donetsk governor Pavlo
Kyrylenko said one person was
killed in strikes on Bakhmut, and
eight others in the region were
wounded. He also reported rock-
et attacks on Kramatorsk and
Konstantynivka. In the Kharkiv
region, the town of Merefa was
hit during the night, killing one
person and two other settlements
in the region were shelled, Gov.
Oleh Syniehubov said.

The Russian military said
missiles launched at Kramatorsk
had struck barracks used by
Ukrainian troops, killing 600
people. There was no comment
from Ukrainian officials, and it
wasn't immediately possible to
independently verify it.

The claim comes almost a
week after Ukraine forces fired
rockets at a facility in the east-
ern Donetsk region where
Russian soldiers were stationed,
killing dozens of them in one of
the deadliest attacks on the
Kremlin’s forces since the war

began more than 10 months ago.
Russian defense ministry

spokesman Igor Konashenkov
said the missile strikes were
retaliation for Ukraine's attack in
Makiivka, in which at least 89

Russian soldiers died.
“Over the past day, Russian

intelligence means detected and
reliably confirmed through var-
ious independent channels some
temporary bases of Ukrainian

servicemen in Kramatorsk," he
said. "As a result of a massive
rocket strike on these temporary
bases of Ukrainian units, more
than 600 Ukrainian service-
men were killed.”

The latest developments
come after Russian forces ended
a partially observed, unilateral
cease-fire timed to coincide
with Orthodox Christmas cele-
brations on Saturday.
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Ukrainian soldiers, family
and mourners gathered in

frigid weather in Kyiv on Sunday
to pay tribute to a soldier killed
fighting against Russian forces in
Bakhmut, the strategic city
under siege on the eastern front.

An open casket, outdoor
service was held in Kyiv's
Independence Square for Maj.
Oleh Yurchenko who was killed
in Bakhmut on Jan. 2. Fellow
soldiers carried the coffin while
others knelt on the ground. A
bugle played and later a male
quartet sang solemn hymns as
an Orthodox priest conducted
the service attended by about
200 people.

Yurchenko, 45, nicknamed
“Happy,” volunteered for the
army after Russia's full-scale
invasion of Ukraine began on
Feb. 24. He had been head of
security for TIU Canada, an
energy company operating in
Ukraine, according to a
Facebook post.

Yurchenko was well-known
as a Ukrainian patriot as he had
been a participant in pro-
democracy demonstrations in
2004-2005 and later in 2014
which ousted Viktor Yanukov-
ych as president. Kyiv's
Independence Square was the
center of both demonstrations so
it was fitting as the site for the
religious ceremony for
Yurchenko.

“He was the best Ukrainian,
a kind father, a very responsible
person," said Yurii Zhukovskyi,
a Ukrainian soldier. "It is a very
heavy loss, because these are the
best people in Ukraine, and they
are dying. It is a great pity. And
no matter how many enemies
are killed, we are sorry for (the
death of) one such person.”

Another fellow soldier,
Ruslan Boyko, praised
Yurchenko's positive outlook.

“He was a very brave, very
cheerful person who always
tried to help everyone, to be
ahead in any situation," Boiko
said. He said that Yurchenko was
always ready "to take on more

responsibility, more tasks and
protect everyone as much as
possible.”

Olesia Yurchenko, the fall-
en soldier's 22-year-old daugh-
ter and eldest child, said the fam-
ily is grieving his death but try-
ing to live by his principles.

“It is about everyone cher-
ishing their virtues: hard work,
kindness, honesty, loyalty to
their country, their family," she
said. "Because this is what my
father taught me. Not to give up,
not to retreat.”

She said that her father
“always said that we still have to
build the country ... build
Ukraine."
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The past year has been diffi-
cult for startups everywhere,

but running a company in
Ukraine during the Russian
invasion comes with a whole dif-
ferent set of challenges.

Clinical psychologist Ivan
Osadchyy brought his medical
device, called Knopka, to this
year's CES show in Las Vegas in
hopes of getting it into U.S. hos-
pitals.

His is one of a dozen
Ukrainian startups backed by a
government fund that are at CES
this year to show their technol-
ogy to the world.

“Two of our hospitals we
operated before are ruined
already and one is still occupied.
So this is the biggest challenge,”
Osadchyy said.

“The second challenge is for
production and our team
because they are shelling our
electricity system and people are
hard to work without lights,
without heating in their flats," he
said.

He came up with the device
after spending a year with his
own grandmother in the hospi-
tal and finding that he had to
track down nurses when she
needed something.

The system works by noti-
fying nurses when a patient has
an abnormal heart rate, is due
for treatment or otherwise needs
help. The nurse can’t turn off
their button until they’ve dealt
with the issue.

"We are still working and
operating because hospitals are
open and we need to support
them and provide efficiency

and safety for patients as well,”
he said.

Karina Kudriavtseva of the
government-backed Ukrainian
Startup Fund, says that, like
Knopka, all of the country's star-
tups have kept going since
Russia’s invasion almost a year
ago.

“The times have changed,
their conditions have changed,
but it can only make them
stronger because all of the star-
tups are working on the thing
that to save the company, save
the team, save the business, and
save their lives, of course," she
said.

The invasion forced
Valentyn Frechka to relocate to
France, but he says his Releaf
paper company has never
stopped production.

When he was 16, Frechka

decided to study alternative
sources of cellulose in order to
decrease deforestation. He’s now
developed a technology that
uses fallen leaves and recycled
fibre to make paper.

The company's main pro-
duct is paper shopping bags, 
but they also make food pack-
aging, egg trays and corrugated
boxes.

Frechka says the conflict has
forced the company to become
more flexible and more open to
opportunities.

“When this conflict hap-
pened and we located our com-
pany to France, we have found
a lot of new partners and we
have raised fundraising. We
have raised the money for our
needs,” he says. “So it really
makes us more open for the
world.”
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The Bosnian Serb separatist
leader on Sunday awarded

Russian President Vladimir
Putin with the highest medal of
honour for his “patriotic concern
and love” for the Serb-con-
trolled half of Bosnia.

“Putin is responsible for
developing and strengthening
cooperation and political and
friendly relations between RS
(Republika Srpska) and Russia,”
the Bosnian Serb president,
Milorad Dodik, said at the
awards ceremony in the Bosnian
Serb stronghold of Banja Luka. 

Dodik, who visited Putin in
September in Moscow, has
maintained close ties with the
Russian president despite
Russia's war in Ukraine. The
medal will be presented to Putin
during the next meeting
between the two.

Moscow has often been
accused by the West of seeking
to destabilize Bosnia and the rest
of the Balkans through its prox-
ies in Serbia and Bosnia. Dodik
has openly advocated tearing
away the Serb-controlled half of

Bosnia from a Bosniak-Croat
federation to join it up with
neighboring Serbia.

A US-brokered peace deal
in 1995 ended a war in Bosnia
that left at least 100,000 people
dead and millions homeless,
but left the country deeply
divided between its three main
ethnic groups. Moscow has been
exploiting the divisions by tac-
itly supporting Dodik's separatist
policies.

Dodik awarded Putin on the
occasion of “the day of
Republika Srpska,” which has
been deemed illegal by Bosnia's
constitutional court. It marks the
day when Bosnian Serbs pro-
claimed they were splitting from
Bosnia in 1992 with the aim of
separating the Serb-populated
regions of the Balkan state and
join them up with Serbia.

Tensions were running high
in Bosnia as the Serbs planned
to hold their main celebrations
on the outskirts of Sarajevo on
Monday, the town they held
under siege for three years dur-
ing the war. Thousands of peo-
ple were killed in the relentless
shelling and sniping of the
Bosnian capital.
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AVirginia teacher who was
critically injured when she

was was shot by a 6-year-old stu-
dent in Newport News is show-
ing signs of improvement as
authorities struggle to under-
stand how a child so young
could be involved in a school
shooting, the city's mayor said
Saturday.

Newport News Mayor
Phillip Jones said the condition
of the teacher, a woman in her
30s, is “trending in a positive
direction” as she remains hos-
pitalized. Police Chief Steve
Drew met with the teacher and
her family Saturday morning.
“She has improved and is cur-
rently listed in stable condition,”
police said in a news release.

The boy shot and wounded
the teacher with a handgun in a
first-grade classroom on Friday
at Richneck Elementary School,
according to authorities. Drew
said the shooting was not acci-

dental and was part of an alter-
cation. No students were injured. 

Police on Saturday declined
to describe what led to the
altercation or any other details
about what happened in the
classroom, citing the ongoing
investigation.  Jones also
declined to reveal details of the
shooting, or say how the boy got
access to the gun or who owns
the weapon.

“This is a red flag for the
country," Jones said. “I do think
that after this event, there is
going to be a nationwide dis-
cussion on how these sorts of
things can be prevented.”
Virginia law does not allow 6-
year-olds to be tried as adults. In
addition, a 6-year-old is too
young to be committed to the
custody of the Department of
Juvenile Justice if found guilty.

A juvenile judge would have
authority, though, to revoke a
parent's custody and place a
child under the purview of the
Department of Social Services. 

Jones would not say where
the boy is being held. “We are
ensuring he has all the services
that he currently needs right
now,” Jones said.Experts who
study gun violence said the
shooting represents an extreme-
ly rare occurrence of a young
child bringing a gun into school
and wounding a teacher.

“It's very rare and it's not
something the legal system is
really designed or positioned to
deal with,” said researcher David
Riedman, founder of a database
that tracks U.S. School shootings
dating back to 1970. 

He said Saturday that he's
only aware of three other shoot-
ings caused by 6-year-old stu-
dents in the time period he's
studied. 

Those include the fatal
shooting of a fellow student in
2000 in Michigan and shootings
that injured other students in
2011 in Texas and 2021 in
Mississippi. 

Riedman said he only
knows of one other instance of
a student younger than that
causing gunfire at a school, in
which a 5-year-old student
brought a gun to a Tennessee

school in 2013 and accidental-
ly discharged it. No one was
injured in that case. 

Daniel W. Webster, a pro-
fessor at Johns Hopkins
University who studies gun vio-
lence, agreed that a 6-year-old
shooting a teacher at school is
extremely unusual. But he said
his research shows that instances
of young children accessing
loaded guns and shooting them-
selves or others unintentionally
in homes or other settings are
rising. “A 6 year old gaining
access to a loaded gun and
shooting him/herself or some-
one else, sadly, is not so rare,” he
said in an email. 

In the Newport News case,
Drew said Friday that the shoot-
ing didn't appear to be an acci-
dent and that it was isolated to
the single victim. He said the stu-
dent and teacher had known
each other in a classroom set-
ting. “We did not have a situa-
tion where someone was going
around the school shooting,”

Drew told reporters.
Investigators were trying to

figure out where he obtained the
handgun. Parents and students
were reunited at a gymnasium,
Newport News Public Schools
said via Facebook.

The police chief declined to
discuss what contact investiga-
tors have had with the boy's par-
ents. “We have been in contact
with our commonwealth's attor-
ney (local prosecutor) and some
other entities to help us best get
services to this young man,”
Drew said.  Newport News is a
city of about 185,000 people in
southeastern Virginia known
for its shipyard, which builds the
nation's aircraft carriers and
other U.S. Navy vessels. 

Richneck has about 550
students who are in kinder-
garten through fifth grade,
according to the Virginia
Department of Education's web-
site. Jones said there will be no
classes at the school Monday and
Tuesday. 
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Thousands of Israelis took to
the streets Saturday evening

to protest plans by Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
new government that oppo-
nents say threaten democracy
and freedoms.

The protesters gathered in
the central city of Tel Aviv days
after the most right-wing and
religiously conservative gov-
ernment in the country's 74-year
history was sworn in.

“The settler government is
against me,” read one placard.
Another banner read, “Housing,
Livelihood, Hope.” Some pro-
testers carried rainbow flags.

The protest was led by left-
wing and Arab members of the
Israeli parliament, the Knesset.
They contend that proposed
plans by the new Cabinet will
hinder judicial system and
widen societal gaps.

The left-wing protesters
slammed Justice Minister Yariv

Levin, who on Wednesday
unveiled the government's long-
promised overhaul of the judi-
cial system that aims to weaken
the country's Supreme Court.

Critics accused the govern-
ment of declaring war on the
legal system, saying the plan will
upend Israel's system of checks
and balances and undermine its
democratic institutions by giv-
ing absolute power to the new
governing coalition.

“We are really afraid that our
country is going to lose the
democracy and we are going to
a dictatorship just for reasons of
one person which wants to get
rid of his law trial," said Danny
Simon, 77, a protester from
Yavne, south of Tel Aviv. He was
referring to Netanyahu, who was
indicted on corruption charges
in 2021, allegations that he has
denied.

Protesters also called for
peace and co-existence between
Jews and Arab residents of the
country.
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The public can now visit the tomb of Pope
Benedict XVI in the grottoes under St.

Peter’s Basilica.
The pontiff was buried on Jan. 5 imme-

diately following a funeral in St. Peter’s
Square. Benedict’s tomb lies in the grottoes
under the basilica’s main floor.

The Vatican announced on Saturday
that the public could visit the tomb starting
Sunday morning.

Benedict had lived since 2013 as pope
emeritus, following his retirement from the
papacy, the first pontiff to do so in 600 years.
He died on Dec. 31 at the age of 95, in the
Vatican monastery where he spent his last
years.

On Thursday, his longtime secretary,
Archbishop Georg Gaenswein, imparted a
final blessing after Benedict's body, con-
tained inside three coffins — the cypress one
displayed in the square during the funeral
presided over by Pope Francis, a zinc one
and an outer one hewn from oak — were
lowered into a space in the floor.

The remains were placed in the former
tomb of Benedict's predecessor, St. John Paul

II. John Paul's remains were moved up to a
chapel on the main floor of the basilica fol-
lowing his 2011 beatification.

Some 50,000 people attended Benedict's
funeral, following three days of the body's
lying in state in the basilica, an event which
drew nearly 200,000 viewers.

The name of Benedict, the Catholic
church's 265th pontiff, was engraved on a
white marble slab, the Vatican said.

The Vatican didn't say whether Pope
Francis had privately visited the completed

tomb of Benedict before public viewing was
permitted, or might do so at some other
time.

On Sunday morning, Francis was lead-
ing a ceremony for the baptism of 13 babies
in the Sistine Chapel. The chapel, frescoed
by Michelangelo, is the traditional setting for
the baptisms, an event which closes out the
Vatican's year-end ceremonies.

Later, greeting pilgrims and tourists
gathered in St. Peter’s Square for his Sunday
noon blessing, Francis quoted from a 2008
homily by Benedict, in which the late pon-
tiff spoke about salvation.

Drawing inspiration from his prede-
cessor’s words, Francis said that the faith-
ful when judging others, including in the
Catholic church, should apply not harshness
but mercy, “sharing the wounds and the
fragilities” and avoiding divisions.

Francis has been criticized in some
quarters by those who favored Benedict’s
more conservative stances because his
funeral homily made only a mere mention
of the late pontiff. While Benedict and
Francis had openly spoken of each other
with respect, tensions festered for years
between loyalists of both men.
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More than 100 weak and
hungry Rohingya Muslim

refugees were among the latest
group to reach ashore in Indo-
nesia on Sunday after a long and
dangerous journey aboard a
wooden boat. The group of 184
people, including a pregnant
woman and children, landed at
the Kuala Gigieng beach in
Indonesia's northernmost
province of Aceh, which has
already received more than 500

Rohingya last year. The refugees
say they're seeking a better life
than in overcrowded camps in
Bangladesh, where they fled
military persecution across the
border in Myanmar. 

"In Bangladesh, there are no
opportunities for Rohingya re-
fugees. So we come here to
Indonesia,” said Faisal, one of the
refugees who uses only one
name. Fahmi Irwan Ramli,
Banda Aceh city police chief,
said the refugees appeared gen-
erally in good condition, but

there was a pregnant woman
and four were sick and being
treated by doctors. The U.N.
Refugee agency said it will deter-
mine their status in coordination
with Indonesia's government. 

Fishermen on Saturday
reported seeing three boats sus-
pected to be carrying refugees,
but only one landed on Sunday.
The United Nations reported
that 26 refugees died last month
of dehydration and exhaustion
after weeks at sea. 

More than 700,000 Rohi-
ngya Muslims have fled from
Buddhist-majority Myanmar
to refugee camps in Bangladesh
since August 2017. Myanmar
security forces have been
accused of mass rapes, killings
and burning thousands of
Rohingya homes. Most of the
refugees leaving the camps by
sea attempt to reach Muslim-
dominated Malaysia, but end up
in Indonesia along the way.
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China is willing to work
with Nepal to stay true to

their original aspirations, join
forces to seek common devel-
opment and build a closer
community with a shared
future in the new era, the new
Chinese ambassador here said
on Sunday. Ambassador Chen
Song, one of the senior diplo-
mats in China, also vowed to
work to write a new chapter of
the strategic partnership
between the two countries.

Chen was appointed as
ambassador to Nepal in
November. However, Chen's
arrival in Nepal was delayed
after he and his wife got infect-
ed with Covid-19. He replaces
Hou Yanqi, who returned to
China after completing her
four-year tenure in October.

“I stand ready to work
closely with Nepali friends
from all walks of life, gather

wisdom and pool strength to
bring more benefits to the two
peoples, and jointly write a
new chapter of the China-
Nepal strategic partnership of
cooperation featuring ever-
lasting friendship for devel-
opment and prosperity,” Chen
was quoted as saying by The
Kathmandu Post newspaper.

Speaking to journalists at
the Tribhuvan International
Airport, Chen said China will
always firmly support Nepal in
safeguarding state sovereign-
ty and national dignity, explor-
ing a development path suit-
ed to its national conditions,
and pursuing independent
domestic and foreign poli-
cies.
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The question for France's
president about his teenage

romance with a teacher at his
high school was so close to the
bone, so eye-popping in a
country where politicians
largely keep their private lives
to themselves, that the inter-
viewer couldn't quite rustle up
the courage to ask it.

So he got Emmanuel
Macron to pose it to himself. 

“He is the president," the
French leader said, reading the
question out loud from a piece
of paper his interviewer hand-
ed to him. 

“He should set the exam-
ple and not marry his teacher.” 

Ouch.
A group of interviewers on

the autism spectrum,
described by their publica-
tion as “atypical journalists,”
got France's 45-year-old pres-
ident to talk about himself with
unusual and illuminating can-
dor in a televised interview this
weekend, with frank but fair
no-filter questions that pro-
fessional journalists mostly
don't dare ask of the French
leader.

The interviewers from Le
Papotin, a journal founded in
1990 in a Paris-region day care
center for young people with
autism, playfully grilled
Macron about his marriage to
Brigitte, his friends (he said he
doesn't have many), Russian
President Vladimir Putin and

other matters in his heart and
thoughts.

In the process, they winkled
out some remarkably intimate
details and gave Macron a plat-
form to show a more personal
side at a critical juncture in his
second term as president. His
government is embarking on a
high-risk effort to push back
France's retirement age, a
promised reform of the pension
system that is infuriating critics
and threatens to bring protesters
onto the streets.

Le Papotin's interviewers
have over the years questioned
numerous people of note, includ-
ing former Presidents Jacques
Chirac and Nicolas Sarkozy, and
actor Vincent Cassel ("Ocean's
Twelve," “Black Swan”). Their
Macron interview was filmed in
Paris in November and broad-
cast by France Televisions, which
said the only rule was: “Anything
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Prince Harry is expected to
lob more criticism at the UK

royal family in broadcast inter-
views to promote his soul-bar-
ing new memoir, which has gen-
erated incendiary headlines even
before its official release.

A prerecorded interview
with Britain's ITV is scheduled
to air Sunday evening. CBS
show “60 Minutes” is set to run
a conversation with the prince
later, and he is appearing on
“Good Morning America” and
“The Late Show with Stephen
Colbert.”

In extracts released in
advance, Harry tells ITV jour-
nalist Tom Bradby that he cried
only once after his mother,
Prince Diana, died in 1997 — at
her burial. He said he feels guilt
about not showing emotion
when he and his brother Prince

William greeted crowds of
mourners outside Kensington
Palace, Diana's London home.

In the book, “Spare,” Harry
blames his family's stiff-upper-
lip ethos, saying he had “learned
too well … the family maxim
that crying is not an option.”

“There were 50,000 bou-
quets of flowers to our mother
and there we were shaking peo-
ple's hands, smiling,” Harry told
ITV. “I've seen the videos, right,
I looked back over it all. And the
wet hands that we were shaking,
we couldn't understand why
their hands were wet, but it was
all the tears that they were wip-
ing away.

“Everyone thought and felt
like they knew our mum, and
the two closest people to her, the
two most loved people by her,
were unable to show any emo-
tion in that moment.”

“Spare” is the latest in a

string of public pronounce-
ments by the prince and his wife
Meghan since they quit royal life
and moved to California in
2020, citing what they saw as the
media's racist treatment of
Meghan, who is biracial, and a
lack of support from the palace.
It follows an interview with
Oprah Winfrey and a six-part
Netflix documentary released
last month.

The Associated Press pur-
chased a Spanish-language copy
of the book in advance of its
publication around the world on
Tuesday.

In the ghostwritten memoir,
Harry, 38, describes the couple's
acrimonious split from the royal
family in 2020, after their sug-
gestion of a part-time royal role
was rejected. Harry contrasts the
withdrawal of the couple's tax-
payer-funded security with the
case of his uncle, Prince Andrew,
who was removed as a working
royal over his friendship with the
U.S. Sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

Last year, Andrew settled a
lawsuit from a woman who
accused him of sexually abusing
her while she traveled with
financier Epstein when she was
17. Andrew paid an undisclosed
sum as part of the settlement,
but didn't admit wrongdoing.

Harry alleges that no one

considered removing Andrew's
security despite the “shameful
scandal.”

The book also explores
Harry's grief at the death of his
mother and his long-simmering
resentment at the role of royal
“spare,” overshadowed by the
“heir” — older brother William.
He recounts arguments and a
physical altercation with
William, reveals how he lost his
virginity (in a field) and
describes using cocaine and
cannabis.

He also says he killed 25
Taliban fighters while serving as
an Apache helicopter pilot in
Afghanistan — a claim criticized
by both the Taliban and British
military veterans.

Royal officials haven't com-
mented on the allegations,
though allies have pushed back
on the claims, largely anony-
mously.
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For the first time in three
years, China on Sunday

opened its borders and wel-
comed international travellers
and returning residents without
the need for them to go under
quarantine, even as infections
continue to surge after Beijing
scrapped its stringent zero-
Covid policy.

The first flights under
China's new "no quarantine"
rules for international travellers
landed at the airports in
Guangzhou and Shenzhen in
southern Guangdong province
on Sunday morning, the state-
run CGTN TV reported.

Officials said 387 passengers
were aboard two flights from
Toronto and Singapore on the
day the country ended its strict
Covid-19 restrictions for trav-
ellers.

On Sunday, the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region
resumed cross-border travel
with the Chinese mainland.

Many other Chinese bor-
ders also saw cross-border trav-

el.
At the Shanghai Pudong

International Airport, a man
surnamed Jiang, who was the
first to complete the immigra-
tion procedures, told reporters
that: "It is very convenient all the
way from exit hatch to border
inspection and clearance".

Last month, China
announced it was lifting Covid-
19 restrictions that mandated
international arrivals undergo
nucleic acid tests and quarantine.

Inbound travellers only
need to take a PCR test within
48 hours before departure, and
they no longer need to apply for
a health code from Chinese
diplomatic and consular mis-
sions.

The Chinese government
on Saturday ordered the release
of people detained over a host of
coronavirus-related incidents.

The scrapping of the travel
rules comes at a time when
China is grappling with a sud-

den spurt in coronavirus infec-
tions fuelled by the Omicron
variants, after the government
relaxed its stringent zero-Covid
policy last month in the wake of
a wave of anti-government
protests.

Officials argue that the
Omicron variant is not as lethal
as the Delta strain, which caused
massive casualties all over the
world.

Ahead of the complete
relaxation of Covid rules, the
Chinese government ordered
the release of the people
detained for Covid-related cases.

A government notice said
that any property that had been
seized should be released, while
quarantine and control measures
at the state borders will also no
longer be criminalised.

There was no direct men-
tion of whether the order is
applicable to scores of people
held during last month's rare
protests against the zero-Covid
policy, some of which called for
the end of Chinese President Xi
Jinping's continuation in power.

The videos of protests in

Shanghai posted on social media
showed people openly shouting
slogans such as ‘Xi Jinping, step
down' and ‘the Communist
party, step down'.

Observers say last month's
protests also mark the first such
open dissent against the leader-
ship of Xi, who in October last
year was elected for an unprece-
dented third five-year term by
the once-in-a-five-year-congress
of the ruling Communist Party
of China.

Hundreds of people have
been arrested in the last three
years for resisting the lock-
downs of their apartments and
dragging people out of their flats
to take them to quarantine cen-
tres.

While the announcement of
scrapping all quarantine rules
was widely welcomed at home,
the timing of the opening also
fuelled concerns abroad as it
comes ahead of the country's
annual Spring Festival on
January 22 during which mil-
lions of Chinese will travel 
to destinations all over the
world.
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President Joe Biden is head-
ing to the US-Mexico bor-
der on Sunday, his first trip

there as president after two
years of hounding by Republi-
cans who have hammered him
as soft on border security while
the number of migrants cross-
ing spirals.

Biden is due to spend a few
hours in El Paso, Texas, currently
the biggest corridor for illegal
crossings, due in large part to
Nicaraguans fleeing repression,
crime and poverty in their coun-
try. They are among migrants
from four countries who are
now subject to quick expulsion
under new rules enacted by the
Biden administration in the
past week. 

The president is expected to
meet with border officials to dis-
cuss migration as well as the
increased trafficking of fentanyl
and other synthetic opioids,
which are driving skyrocketing
numbers of overdoses in the U.S. 

Biden will visit the El Paso
County Migrant Services Center
and meet with nonprofits and
religious groups that support
migrants arriving to the U.S. It
is not clear whether Biden will

talk to any migrants.
“The president's very much

looking forward to seeing for
himself firsthand what the bor-
der security situation looks like,"
said John Kirby, White House
national security spokesman.
“This is something that he want-
ed to see for himself.”

Biden's announcement on
border security and his visit to
the border are aimed in part at
quelling the political noise and
blunting the impact of upcom-
ing investigations into immi-
gration promised by House
Republicans. But any enduring
solution will require action by
the sharply divided Congress,
where multiple efforts to enact
sweeping changes have failed in
recent years.

Republican Sens. Lindsey
Graham of South Carolina and
John Cornyn of Texas offered
faint praise for Biden's decision
to visit the border, and even that
was notable in the current polit-
ical climate.

"He must take the time to
learn from some of the experts
I rely on the most, including
local officials and law enforce-
ment, landowners, nonprofits,
U.S. Customs and Border
Protection's officers and agents,

and folks who make their liveli-
hoods in border communities
on the front lines of his crisis,"
Cornyn said. 

From El Paso, Biden will
continue south to Mexico City,
where he and the leaders of
Mexico and Canada will gather
on Monday and Tuesday for a
North American leaders sum-
mit. Immigration is among the

items on the agenda. 
In El Paso, where migrants

congregate at bus stops and in
parks before traveling on, bor-
der patrol agents have stepped
up security before Biden's visit.

“I think they're trying to
send a message that they're go-
ing to more consistently check
people's documented status, and
if you have not been processed

they are going to pick you up,”
said Ruben Garcia of the
Annunciation House aid group
in El Paso.

Migrants and asylum-seek-
ers fleeing violence and perse-
cution have increasingly found
that protections in the United
States are available primarily to
those with money or the savvy
to find someone to vouch for

them financially.
Jose Natera, a Venezuelan

migrant in El Paso who hopes to
seek asylum in Canada, said he
has no prospects for finding a
U.S. Sponsor and that he's now
reluctant to seek asylum in the
U.S. Because he's afraid of being
sent to Mexico.

Mexico “is a terrible coun-
try where there is crime, cor-
ruption, cartels and even the
police persecute you,” he said.
“They say that people who think
about entering illegally won't
have a chance, but at the same
time I don't have a sponsor. …
I came to this country to work.
I didn't come here to play.” 

The numbers of migrants
crossing the U.S.-Mexico border
has risen dramatically during
Biden's first two years in office.
There were more than 2.38 mil-
lion stops during the year that
ended Sept. 30, the first time the
number topped 2 million. The
administration has struggled to
clamp down on crossings, reluc-
tant to take hard-line measures
that would resemble those of the
Trump administration.

The policy changes
announced this past week are
Biden's biggest move yet to
contain illegal border crossings

and will turn away tens of thou-
sands of migrants arriving at the
border. At the same time, 30,000
migrants per month from Cuba,
Nicaragua, Haiti and Venezuela
will get the chance to come to
the U.S. Legally as long as they
travel by plane, get a sponsor and
pass background checks. 

The U.S. Will also turn
away migrants who do not seek
asylum first in a country they
traveled through en route to the
U.S. The changes were wel-
comed by some, particularly
leaders in cities where migrants
have been massing. But Biden
was excoriated by immigrant
advocate groups, which accused
him of taking measures modeled
after those of the former presi-
dent. 

“I do take issue with com-
paring us to Donald Trump,"
said White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre, pointing to
some of his most maligned
policies, including the separation
of migrant children from their
parents. 

“This is not that president,”
she said. 

For all of his international
travel over his 50 years in pub-
lic service, Biden has not spent
much time at the U.S.-Mexico

border. 
The only visit that the White

House could point to was
Biden's drive by the border
while he was campaigning for
president in 2008. He sent Vice
President Kamala Harris to El
Paso in 2021, but she was criti-
cized for largely bypassing the
action, because El Paso wasn't
the center of crossings that it is
now. 

President Barack Obama
made a 2011 trip to El Paso,
where he toured border opera-
tions and the Paso Del Norte
international bridge, but he was
later criticized for not going back
as tens of thousands of unac-
companied minors crossed into
the U.S. From Mexico. 

Trump, who made harden-
ing immigration a signature
issue, traveled to the border sev-
eral times. During one visit, he
crammed into a small border
station to inspect cash and drugs
confiscated by agents. During a
trip to McAllen, Texas, then the
center of a growing crisis, he
made one of his most-often
repeated claims, that Mexico
would pay to build a border wall. 

American taxpayers ended
up footing the bill after Mexican
leaders flatly rejected the idea.
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can be said to the Papotin but,
most of all, anything can happen!”

Macron responded gameful-
ly, even to the probing about his
romance with Brigitte, 24 years
his senior. She was Brigitte
Auzière, a married mother of
three children, when they met at
the high school where he was a
student and she was a teacher. She
later moved to the French capi-
tal to join Macron and divorced.
They married in 2007. “It's not
about setting an example or not,
you see? When you're in love, the
choice isn't yours," Macron said
in his defense.

“She wasn't really my teacher.
She was my drama teacher. It's not
quite the same,” he additionally
ventured, a wiggle-round that
Macron himself chuckled at and
which provoked peals of laughter
and a teasing “he's crafty!” from
one of the interviewers sat beside
him.

To another delicate question
— “Do you have a lot of dough?”
— the former banker said he
earns less now as president, with-
out divulging figures.
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Foreign investors offloaded
nearly Rs 5,900 crore from

the Indian equity markets in
the first week of January on
growing concerns over the re-
emergence of Covid in some
parts of the world and reces-
sion worries in the US.

Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIs) have been adopting a
cautious stance toward Indian
equity markets for the past few
weeks.

Going forward, FPIs flow
is expected to remain volatile
amid GDP growth concerns,
high global interest rates, and
muted earnings expectations in
the third quarter, Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail) at Kotak
Securities Ltd, said.

According to data with
the depositories, FPIs have
made a net pull out of Rs 5,872
crore from the Indian equity
markets during January 2-6.

In fact, foreign investors
have been selling for 11 con-
secutive days, taking the cumu-
lative selling to Rs 14,300

crore.
This came following a net

inflow of Rs 11,119 crore in
December and Rs 36,239 crore
in November.

Overall, FPIs have made a
net withdrawal of Rs 1.21 lakh
crore from the Indian equity
markets in 2022 on an aggres-
sive rate hike by the central
banks globally, particularly the
US Federal Reserve, volatile
crude, rising commodity prices
along with Russia and Ukraine
conflict.

This was the worst year for
the FPIs in terms of flow and
withdrawal from equities
comes following a net invest-
ment in the preceding three
years.

The latest outflow in
January could be attributed to
the concerning cues emanating
from both global as well as
domestic quarters.

"Increasing concerns over
re-emergence of Covid in some
parts of the world and recession
worries in the US have been
keeping FPIs away from emerg-
ing markets like India,"
Himanshu Srivastava, Associate

Director - Manager Research at
Morningstar India, said.

Also, in the midst of the
ongoing uncertainty, many
investors would have also cho-
sen to book profits with Indian
markets, touching all-time
highs in the recent past.

The money taken out from
India is being invested in the
underperformers of last year
like China and Europe, which
are doing well now. Clearly, FPI
money is chasing lower valua-
tions by selling in overvalued
markets like India, VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit Financial
Services, said.

If the FPI selling continues,

it will open up opportunities
for investors. FPIs will sell in
stocks in which they are sitting
on profits, like the banking seg-
ment, he said.

Last year, too, selling by
FPIs in banks turned out to be
an opportunity for domestic
investors.

In addition to equities,
FPIs have offloaded debt secu-
rities to the tune of Rs 1,240
crore during the first week of
January.

Apart from India, FPI
flows were negative for Taiwan
and Indonesia so far this
month, while it was positive for
the Philippines, South Korea,
and Thailand.
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Total outstanding dues owed
by electricity distribution

companies (discoms) to power
producers almost halved to Rs
62,681.68 crore in January,
compared to Rs 1,21,030 crore
in same month in 2022.

Experts said this substan-
tial reduction in the discoms'
total outstanding is mainly due
to various steps taken by the
government, like implementa-
tion of late payment surcharge
rules and providing facility of
equated monthly installments
(EMIs) to utilities.

According to the portal
PRAAPTI (Payment
Ratification And Analysis in
Power procurement for bring-
ing Transparency in Invoicing
of generators), the total out-
standing dues of discoms stood
at Rs 62,681.68 crore in
January, 2023, which included
Rs 25,526.42 crore overdue
amount, that was not cleared
even after 45 days of grace peri-

od offered by generators.
In January 2022, the total

outstanding dues of discoms
stood at Rs 1,21,030 crore,
which included the total over-
due amount of Rs 1,01,357
crore.

Power producers give 45
days to discoms to pay bills for
electricity supply. After that,
outstanding dues become
overdue and generators charge
penal interest on that in most

cases.
The PRAAPTI portal was

launched in May 2018, to bring
in transparency in power-pur-
chase transactions between
generators and discoms. The
portal has been revamped
recently.

Earlier in November, 2022,
the power ministry had stated
that with the implementation of
Electricity (LPS and Related
Matters) Rules, 2022, remark-

able improvement has been
seen in recovery of outstanding
dues of Suppliers including
Generating Companies,
Transmission Companies and
Traders.

The total outstanding dues
of States which were at Rs
1,37,949 crore as on June 3,
2022, have been reduced by Rs
24,680 crore to Rs 1,13,269
crore with timely payment of
just four EMIs, it had stated.
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Investments in PPF and other
tax savings schemes should

be allowed as deductions, and
the threshold for 30 per cent
tax should be raised to Rs 20
lakh under the concessional
income tax regime in Budget
2023-24 to make it attractive
for middle-income taxpayers,
experts said.

The government in Budget
2020-21 brought an optional
income tax regime, under
which individuals and Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs)
were to be taxed at lower rates
if they did not avail specified
exemptions and deductions,

like house rent allowance
(HRA), interest on the home
loan, investments made under
Section 80C, 80D and 80CCD.
Under this, total income up to
Rs 2.5 lakh will be tax-exempt.

A 5 per cent tax is levied on
total income between Rs 2.5
lakh and Rs 5 lakh, 10 per cent
on Rs 5 lakh to Rs 7.5 lakh, 15
per cent on Rs 7.5 lakh to Rs 10
lakh, 20 per cent on Rs 10 lakh
to Rs 12.5 lakh, 25 per cent on
Rs 12.5 lakh to Rs 15 lakh, and
30 per cent on above Rs 15
lakh.

The scheme, however, has
not gained traction as in sev-
eral cases it resulted in a high-
er tax burden.

Experts believe that
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman should look at
including certain popular tax
deductions claimed by indi-
viduals, in addition to increas-
ing the basic exemption limit
and hiking the threshold for
peak tax rate, in the optional
tax regime to make it attractive
for taxpayers.

Nangia Andersen India
Chairman Rakesh Nangia said
the government should ratio-
nalise the tax rates further in
the optional tax regime to
make it commensurate with the
deductions/exemptions that
the taxpayer is foregoing.

"The biggest drawback of

the optional tax regime is that,
for the lower and middle-class
taxpayers, tax rates provided
under the optional tax regime
struggle to compete with the
normal tax regime, if the avail-
able deductions and exemp-
tions are pressed into service.
Investments and social securi-
ty linked deductions should be
made available even in case of
the optional tax regime,"
Nangia said.

Deloitte India Partner
Sudhakar Sethuraman
expressed a similar opinion
saying that the government
could consider allowing certain
deductions, which are tradi-
tionally claimed by individuals

and at the same time without
complicating the process.

These deductions, he said,
could be those which qualify
for life insurance premiums,
home loan repayment and
deduction for home loan inter-
est payments, among others.

"Capping the peak tax rate
at 25 per cent, from the exist-
ing 30 per cent, would make
the regime more attractive.
This peak rate of 25 per cent
would make it somewhat com-
parable to the tax rates in
neighbouring countries, such
as Singapore, Hong Kong, etc,"
Sethuraman said.

EY Tax Partner and India
Mobility Leader Amarpal S

Chadha suggested that the
standard deduction of Rs
50,000 and certain other
deductions up to Rs 2.5 lakh
should be made part of the
optional tax regime.

Chadha also suggested that
the basic exemption limit
should be increased to Rs 5
lakh from Rs 2.5 lakh at present
and revise the current income
slabs to make them more tax
efficient.

The 30 per cent tax rate
should be levied only on
income above Rs 20 lakh
against Rs 15 lakh currently.

AKM Global Partner-Tax
Sandeep Sehgal said the high-
est rate of 30 per cent income

tax should be levied only on
total income exceeding Rs 20
lakh and introduce a rebate for
total income below Rs 5 lakh.

"As of now, in case any
assessee missed the original
return filing deadline, he/she is

ineligible to avail the new tax
regime. Therefore, the appro-
priate amendment should be
made in section 139 (1) allow-
ing such a concessional regime
to be opted while filing the
belated return," Sehgal said.
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Loans worth Rs 2,500 crore
were given in a single day to

street vendors, small scale
entrepreneurs and cattle rear-
ers at a credit outreach program
here on Sunday.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla hand-
ed over the cheques to some
beneficiaries.

Officials said others will
receive their loan amounts
during the course of the day.

The loans were given
under schemes like Pradhan
Mantri Svanidhi Yojana, Mudra
Yojana and Pashupalak Kisan
Credit Card.

Addressing the event at
Dusshera Ground here,
Sitharaman said the prime

minister himself has given
guarantee for loans under the
Pradhan Mantri Svanidhi
Yojana, so one does not need to
produce any document for
guarantee.

Loans of at least Rs 68 crore
are going to be distributed
among cattle rearers
(Pashupalaks), she added.

Many others are being
given credit sanction for vari-
ous business and agriculture
purposes, she said.

The finance minister also
urged women to form Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPOs)
in their respective areas and
avail bank loans to develop
storage and processing units in
their villages.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, who is also the MP from
Kota-Bundi, called upon street

vendors, small scale entrepre-
neurs and cattle rearers to avail
the loans under various gov-
ernment schemes to expand
their work.

"The engine of our country
is the poorest man of India... In
times to come, India would be
leading in economic growth
and it would be because of
street vendors, women, cattle

rearers...," Birla said, adding "we
want to build a new economic
structure (aarthik tantra) and
make the poorest the strongest
one."

Earlier in the morning,
the finance minister held an
interaction with coaching stu-
dents in Allen Career Institute
in Jawahar Nagar area of the
city.
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He dropped out of formal
education at the age of 16

in 1978 to take a train to
Mumbai to try his luck and
three years later made his first
killing -- a Rs 10,000 commis-
sion doing a diamond trade
with a Japanese buyer.

That marked the begin-
ning of the entrepreneurial
journey of Gautam Adani,
now Asia's richest man. He,
however, regrets not finishing
college, saying early experi-
ences made him wise but for-
mal education rapidly expands
one's knowledge.

Speaking at the 75th year
celebrations of Vidya Mandir
Trust Palanpur in Gujarat,
Adani recounted his phenom-
enal journey that has made his

group the world's largest solar
power company, largest airport
and sea port operator in India,
nation's largest integrated ener-
gy player, country's second
largest cement manufacturer
and a conglomerate with mar-
ket capitalisation of over USD
225 billion -- all in a span of
four-and-a-half decades.

"One question I often get
is if I have any regrets that I did
not go to college. Reflecting on
my life and the different turns
it took, I - now - do believe that
I would have benefitted if I had
finished college. While my
early experiences made me
wise, I now realize that formal
education rapidly expands
one's knowledge," said Adani,
who largely spoke in Gujarati,
with a sprinkling of English.

"To acquire wisdom, one

must experience but to acquire
knowledge, one must study," he
added.

These, he said, are com-
plementary. "And although I
will never really know, I do
reflect at times that the expan-
sion in my abilities may have
been faster had I gone to col-

lege."
Adani, 60, started off as a

trader and has been on a rapid
diversification spree, expand-
ing an empire centered on
ports and coal mining to
include airports, data centers
and cement as well as green
energy.
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Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra

Fadnavis on Sunday said
India should be ready to
attract industries exiting
China, as global investors
have realised they "cannot
put all eggs in one basket".

Addressing the valedicto-
ry session of the Advantage
Maharashtra Expo here,
Fadnavis said there was an
"exodus" of industries from
China, which was the "facto-
ry of the world", with about
40 per cent of manufacturing
globally done there.

Fadnavis also said that the
Eknath Shinde-led
Maharashtra government has
cleared investment proposals
worth Rs 90,000 crore in the
last six months.

"Global investors have
decided to leave China now,
and the only country which
has the capacity to digest this
exodus is India. We need to
attract them, as investors have
realised they can't put all
their eggs in one basket," the
deputy chief minister said.

This is an opportune time
and "we have to be ready," he
said.

Despite recession, India is
growing at 7 to 8 per cent
because of the Rs 20 lakh
crore package announced by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to make India self-

reliant, Fadnavis said.
He further said since the

Eknath Shinde-led govern-
ment took over in
Maharashtra, there has not
been a single day that they
have not interacted with
potential investors.

Investors are interested
in Maharashtra because of the
"pro-industry approach and
political stability," he said.

"A government has to be
approachable. The previous
regime did not hold a meet-
ing of the cabinet committee
on investment for 15 months.
While in the last six months,
we have held two meetings
and cleared investment pro-
posals worth Rs 90,000 crore,"
Fadnavis said.

In order to attract
investors coming out of

China, the government and
industr ies  should come
together to create the right
ecosystem, he said.

The deputy CM said the
future of  Aurangabad
Industrial City (AURIC) is the
Aurangabad-Jalna belt and
in six months, it will have
connectivity to Mumbai and
the Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust (JNPT).

For manufacturing to
grow and be a part of the
global supply chain, port con-
nectivity is necessary, he said.

At least 100 plots are
reserved in AURIC for micro,
small & medium Enterprises
(MSMEs), he said, adding
that a policy will be unveiled
soon for extra incentives for
industries which are away
from the port.
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The India-US Trade Policy
Forum (TPF), a forum to

resolve trade and investment
issues between the two coun-
tries, will hold a meeting in
Washington on January 11,
the commerce ministry said on
Sunday.

The TPF has five focus
groups -- Agriculture,
Investment, Innovation and
Creativity (intellectual proper-
ty rights), Services and Tariff
and Non-Tariff Barriers.

The meeting will be co-
chaired by Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
and US Trade Representative
Katherine Tai.

Goyal will be on an official
visit to New York and

Washington DC from 9-11
January, the ministry said.

The 12th TPF meeting was
held on November 23, 2021,
after a gap of four years here.

"Working groups were re-
activated after the last minis-
terial. TPF is a platform for
continuous engagement
between two countries in the
area of trade and to further the
trade and investment relations
between the two countries.
Both countries are looking for-
ward to the meeting and con-
fident of making progress on
the trade issues," the ministry
said.

The meeting was deferred
earlier in November last year
due to local elections in both
countries.

In last year's meeting, India

had asked for the restoration of
GSP (Generalised System of
Preferences) benefits to Indian
exporters on which the US side
had stated that this could be
considered.

To further promote trade,
the two sides had expressed an
intent to continue to work
together on resolving out-
standing trade issues as some
of these require additional
engagement to reach conver-
gence in the near future.

The bilateral trade between
the countries has increased to
USD 119.5 billion in 2021-22
from USD 80.5 billion in 2020-
21. India received USD 55.61
billion in foreign direct invest-
ment from the US between
April 2000 and June 2022.

In the first leg of the visit,

Goyal will interact with CEOs
of reputed multinational enter-
prises, join round table meet-
ings with business leaders and
think tanks and visit industries
in New York.

The two countries are also
collaborating under the QUAD

(Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue), I2U2 (India-Israel/
UAE-USA) and IPEF (Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework).

The I2U2 - comprising
India, Israel, the UAE and the
US - was established in October
2021.
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Country's coal-fired power generation increased by
15.03 per cent to 98,443 million units (MU) in

December, as per official data.
Coal-based power generation -- which accounts

for 76.59 per cent of the total power generation in the
country -- stood at 85,579 MU in the corresponding
month of the previous fiscal.

According to the monthly statistics (provisional)
of December, 2022 of the coal ministry, both coal-
based power generation and overall power generation
has registered a year-on-year increase in December
2022.

"Coal-based power generation has registered a
growth of 15.03 per cent in December'22 as compared
to December'21 and overall power generation in

December'22 has been 13.65 per cent higher than the
power generated in December'21," it said.

Similarly, total power generation advanced in
December, last year to 1,28,536 MU from 1,18,029 MU
in November, 2022 and registered a growth of 8.90

per cent.
However, lignite-based power generation in the

month of December dropped marginally to 2,227 mil-
lion units, against 2,272 MT in the corresponding
month of previous fiscal.

The electricity generation through hydroelectric
power last month increased by 5.94 per cent to 9,132
MU, over 8,620 MU in the year-ago period.

NTPC, which supplies one-fourth of the electricity
in the country, had earlier said that coal-based elec-
tricity generation is the backbone of power supply in
the country and it is going to stay this way for the next
two-three decades.

The company had said that instead of talking
about phasing out coal-based thermal power plants,
India needs to focus on dispatchable renewable ener-
gy.
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they didn't have such a blast with me
going back and forth with them but
I appreciate them being here.”

His serve was reliable at the start
of the first set and he didn't concede
a point on first serve until Korda
broke him to lead 5-4. Djokovic
immediately broke back and took the
set to a tiebreaker.

Korda had an early lead and five
set points but Djokovic saved them
all and leveled the tiebreaker at 6-6.
Djokovic framed a forehand that
sailed into the crowd and gave Korda
another advantage, allowing the
American to take the tiebreaker 
10-8.

Djokovic saved a match point at
5-6 on serve in the second set, then
forced the set into another tiebreaker
that he took comfortably.

Korda produced some outstand-
ing service games and troubled
Djokovic at times with the kick of 
his serve. But he was broken for only
the second time in the match in the
10th game of the deciding set, with
only a couple of points making the
difference.
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Novak Djokovic showed no
signs of an injury that might
derail his Australian Open

campaign when he beat unseeded
American Sebastian Korda 6-7 (8), 7-
6 (3), 6-4 Sunday to win the Adelaide
International.

Djokovic worried Open organiz-
ers when he said after his semifinal
in Adelaide against Daniil Medvedev
that he had been troubled by a tight
hamstring. He said the injury eased
as the match progressed.

If there had been any lingering
issue, it likely would have been
exposed in Sunday's marathon final
that stretched over more than three
hours and finished with Djokovic
claiming his 92nd career singles
title.

He also took his second Adelaide
title 16 years after his first; he won the
tournament in 2007, aged 19.

Djokovic had to save a match and
chamionship point at 5-6 in the sec-
ond set Sunday and was fully
stretched by the 22-year-old Korda,

son of 1998 Australian Open cham-
pion Petr Korda.

The match turned on a handful
of points. Djokovic held serve to love
in his first four service games of the
final set and then held serve after
being taken to deuce by Korda in his
fifth service game.

Djokovic then rallied from 15-40
down at 5-4 in Korda's next service
game to win four-straight points and
take the set in 51 minutes — and the
match in 3 hours, 9 minutes.

“I hope everyone enjoyed the
show tonight, it's been an amazing
week,” Djokovic said. “Seb's had an
amazing tournament and put in an
amazing effort today.

“I think he was closer to victory
at times today than I was. It was only
a couple of shots, a couple of points.”

Djokovic at times showed irrita-
tion with this coach Goran Ivanicevic
who supported him from a courtside
box or remonstrated with himself
after a wasted point.

“I'd like to thank my team for
handling me, tolerating me in the
good and bad times today. I'm sure
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Top seed Coco Gauff
mixed patience with her

trademark power to win
the final of the rain-hit
Auckland Classic against
Spain's Rebeka Masarova
on Sunday, ahead of the
Australian Open.

American teenager
Gauff negotiated two
lengthy stoppages before
seeing off Spanish qualifier
Masarova 6-1, 6-1 to com-
plete a dominant week in
which she was barely chal-
lenged.

The world number
seven didn't drop a set at the
tournament and effortlessly
cast aside 130th-ranked
Masarova to clinch her third
WTA title and her first for
nearly two years.
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Aryna Sabalenka fired an
Australian Open warning

shot on Sunday by winning her
first title since 2021 at the
Adelaide International, beating
rising Czech teenager Linda
Noskova 6-3, 7-6 (7/4).

The world number five
ended a slump of three consec-
utive defeats in WTA finals
with victory in 1hr 43min in
torrid 36 Celsius (96.8
Fahrenheit) conditions at
Memorial Drive.

The Belarusian double-

faulted on the first of three
match points but sent over a
serve winner on the second to
wrap up the afternoon.

World number 102
Noskova, the 2021 Roland
Garros junior champion, will
rise towards the top 50 with her
run to the final.

Second seed Sabalenka, a
holder of 10 titles, added one
more to her career total as she
put her veteran's experience to
good use, ending the week
without the loss of a set. She
had last lifted a trophy at the
Madrid Masters in May, 2021.
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Two-time Australian Open
champion Naomi Osaka on

Sunday pulled out of the opening
Grand Slam of the year just over a
week before it starts, organisers
said.

"Naomi Osaka has withdrawn
from the Australian Open. We will
miss her at AO2023," the tourna-
ment said on Twitter. No reason for
the Japanese star's withdrawal was
given.

It was another big blow for the
tournament after US Open cham-
pion and world number one Carlos
Alcaraz also withdrew on Friday
with a right leg problem.

Veteran American Venus
Williams will also be a no-show
after picking an injury at last week's
Auckland Classic.

The champion in Melbourne in
2019 and 2021, Osaka has not
played a competitive match since
pulling out of a tournament in
Tokyo in September with abdom-
inal pain and has slumped to 42 in
the world rankings.

The four-time Grand Slam
winner has previously talked about
struggles with her mental health
and spent all of 2022 outside the top
10, enduring first-round defeats at
both the French and US Opens. She
withdrew from Wimbledon with an
Achilles' injury.

Speaking at the Pan Pacific
Open in September, she admitted
she had gone through "more down
than up" in 2022.

"This year has been not the best
year for me but I've learned a lot
about myself," she said.

"Life is ups and downs, and this
year was more down than up, but
overall I'm pretty happy with where
I am now."

Reports in Australia last week
said Tennis Australia had been
unable to verify Osaka's where-
abouts.

Her social media accounts
indicated that she had been travel-
ling in Europe with her on-again
off-again boyfriend rapper Cordae.
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World number nine Taylor
Fritz battled past Italian

Matteo Berrettini with a power-
house performance to steer the
United States to the inaugural
mixed teams United Cup title in
Sydney on Sunday.

Frances Tiafoe and Jessica
Pegula both won their singles
rubbers to give their country a
2-0 lead with Fritz delivering vic-
tory by winning 7-6 (7/4), 7-6
(8/6).

Madison Keys made it a
clean-sweep 4-0 with a 6-3, 6-2
win over Lucia Bronzetti.

"It's amazing for the team to
win this event, we came in with
really high hopes," said Fritz.

"Really happy to be in the
position to clinch the match. The
emotions when you win are
amazing.

"We had a lot of team bond-
ing this week," he added. "When
we combine the guys and girls
from the US we are so deep
through the rankings it just
makes team so much stronger."

The dominant United States
crushed the Iga Swiatek-led
Poland 5-0 to make the decider
of the new tournament — which
began with 18 nations playing

round robin matches in Perth,
Brisbane and Sydney — while
Italy outgunned Stefanos
Tsitsipas's Greece 4-1.

Fritz constantly put pressure
on the Berrettini serve, earning
four break points on his first two
service games, but all were
saved.

Despite the American being
in charge from the baseline, it
went to a first set tiebreak where
he got two decisive early breaks
to move 3-0 ahead before clos-
ing out the set.

Fritz again created a series
of break points in the second set,
but Berrettini hung on and it
again went to a tiebreak where
he once more prevailed.

Women's world number
three Pegula, who burst into the
top 10 in 2022 by winning the
WTA 1000 Guadalajara tourna-
ment, stormed home 6-4, 6-2
against Martina Trevisan.

"Definitely very relieved,
first match of the day, first
match of the final," said Pegula.

"Martina is playing great,
she's a fighter, I feel like she's
thriving on the atmosphere with
the fans and her team and real-
ly hard to beat someone like that.

"Glad I was able to play well
enough to get the win."

Trevisan stunned world
number six Maria Sakkari in a
gripping three-hour encounter
on Friday, and her confidence
was high.

But Pegula was also in red-
hot form, toppling world num-
ber one Swiatek for the first time
in the semi-finals.

Tiafoe picked up where
Pegula left off, surged through
the first set 6-2 against Lorenzo
Musetti before the Italian retired
due to a right shoulder injury.
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Portuguese star Cristiano
Ronaldo could make his

Saudi Arabian debut on January
22 after he was successfully reg-
istered by new team Al Nassr, a
club source said on Saturday.

Ronaldo, who was unveiled
to fans this week, joined the
squad list after Al Nassr termi-
nated Manchester United-linked
striker Vincent Aboubakar to
stay within the maximum eight
foreign nationals stipulated by
the Saudi league.

He will now be available for
the January 22 home game
against Ettifaq after completing
a two-match ban issued in
November for smashing a fan's
mobile phone while playing for
Manchester United.

"Al Nassr terminated
Vincent Aboubakar's contract by
mutual consent and he received
all his financial rights," the club
source said, adding that Ronaldo

was registered before Al Nassr's
game against Al Ta'ee on Friday.

"So now he served one
game from the ban and will

serve the other one against Al
Shabab" on January 14, the
source said.

The official did not address

reports that Aboubakar, 30,
could be on his way to Man-
chester United, saying he was
now a free agent and could
negotiate with any team.

Ronaldo, 37, joined Al Nassr
in a deal believed to be worth
around 200 million euros that
has shone an unprecedented
light on the Saudi Pro League.

It comes as Saudi Arabia,
which watched as neighbour
Qatar hosted the World Cup in
November and December, con-
siders a joint bid for the 2030
tournament with Greece and
Egypt.

The deeply conservative
kingdom is snapping up sports
assets as part of a drive to soft-
en its harsh image, attract for-
eign interest and diversify its oil-
reliant economy.

Critics have accused the
Saudis of "sportswashing" —
using sport to deflect attention
from human rights controver-
sies.
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Premier League high-flyers
Newcastle suffered a shock

FA Cup exit against Sheffield
Wednesday and holders Liver-
pool rode their luck in a draw
with Wolves, while Notting-
ham Forest and Bournemouth
crashed out on a day of third
round surprises.

Elsewhere on an enthralling
afternoon of FA Cup action,
Ryan Reynolds and Rob McEl-
henney, the Hollywood actors
who co-own Wrexham, led the
celebrations on social media
after their non-league side's sur-
prise 4-3 victory at second tier
Coventry.

But it was Wednesday, sec-
ond in League One, who stole
the show on Saturday with their
impressive 2-1 victory at Hills-
borough against a Newcastle
team sitting third in the Premier
League. Eddie Howe's side were
unbeaten in 15 games, but
Wednesday have now gone
undefeated in 10 matches after
Josh Windass's double stunned
the Magpies.

Wednesday went ahead in
the 52nd minute when Windass,
who looked in an offside posi-
tion, diverted Dennis Adeniran's
ball across from close-range.

Windass scored his second
13 minutes later, coolly convert-
ing after being put through by
Michael Smith.

Newcastle reduced the
deficit in the 68th minute when
Bruno Guimaraes poked home
from close-range, but Chris
Wood squandered a golden
opportunity to equalise as he
fired over from 10 yards.

"It was a disappointing result
for us. We are aware that we
don't have the deepest squad of

any team in the Premier
League," Howe said.

At Anfield, a difficult week
for Liverpool that started with a
Premier League loss at Brent-
ford, concluded with a fortuitous
2-2 draw against Wolves.

Liverpool keeper Alisson
Becker was guilty of a woeful
error when his pass was inter-
cepted by Goncalo Guedes, who
slotted Wolves' 26th minute
opener. Darwin Nunez cush-
ioned a superb volley past Matija
Sarkic to equalise on the stroke
of half-time and Mohamed
Salah's deft finish in the 52nd
minute put Liverpool ahead.

But the Reds, who gave a
debut to Netherlands forward

Cody Gakpo after his move
from PSV Eindhoven, were
pegged back in the 57th minute
through Hwang Hee-chan's
composed effort.

It could have been even
worse for Liverpool, as Toti's
goal was disallowed for offside
in the final minutes as the Reds
survived for a replay. "The first
goal should not happen, but we
all know how often Ali saves our
backsides," Liverpool boss
Jurgen Klopp said.

"I'm not sure about their dis-
allowed goal. We have one pic-
ture where it may look offside,
but I can understand why they
are angry about it."

Wolves manager Julen

Lopetegui was furious with the
decision and also claimed Salah's
strike should have been ruled
out. "We have seen it, the offside
doesn't exist, I'm sorry. It's
impossible. The decision is
wrong," he said.

"Then Mohamed Salah was
offside before Toti touched the
ball, so he got an advantage."

Sam Dalby, Elliot Lee, Tho-
mas O'Connor and Paul Mullin
scored for National League side
Wrexham as they swept into a 4-
1 lead at Coventry.

Despite a late fightback
from 10-man Coventry, Wrex-
ham reached the fourth round
for the first time since 2000,
sparking a celebratory Instagram

post from Reynolds laced with
profanity.

Forest boss Steve Cooper
named an entirely different
starting team for the match at
Blackpool after his side's mid-
week win against Southampton,
which lifted them out of the
Premier League relegation zone.

The plan backfired badly as
the Championship team won 4-
1 at Bloomfield Road, with
goals from Marvin Ekpiteta,
Ian Poveda, CJ Hamilton and
Jerry Yates.

Two goals each from Anass
Zaroury and Manuel Benson
put Championship leaders
Burnley on course for a 4-2 win
at Bournemouth.
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RoundGlass Punjab continued their
unbeaten run at home, beating NERO-

CA FC 3-1 in the I-League here on Sunday.
Luka Majcen, Brandon Vanlalremdika

and Krishnananda Singh scored for the win-
ners while Yumnam Gopi Singh scored the
consolation goal for NEROCA FC.

RGPFC have maintained their second
position in the table below Sreenidi Deccan
FC who have played a match more than
them. RGPFC started the half with more
intent and deployed their usual high press
strategy giving no time on the ball for the
opponents. Juan Mera and Pranjal Bhumij
were lively on the wings.

RGPFC took the lead in the 12th
minute. Pranjal played an inviting ball into
the box which found a free Luka Majcen
who jumped high to deposit a thumping
header past NEROCA keeper to give the
home side the lead. It is Luka's fifth goal of
the season.

Juan Mera dispossessed the ball from
the NEROCA wing back and found Luka
Majcen just outside the box. Luka played a
perfect ball to the on rushing Brandon

Vanlalremdika who poked the ball past
Shubham Dhas to double the lead in the
15th minute. NEROCA halved the deficit
against the run of play in the 44th minute.
A ball from the middle from Tangva was half
cleared by the RGPFC defence but fell to
Yumnam Gopi Singh who struck a first time
shot which left keeper Kiran Kumar Limbu
helpless.

RGPFC put the game beyond NERO-
CA in the 77th minute through a goal from
Krishnananda Singh. Substitute Maheson
Singh played a brilliant through ball for
Krishnananda who rounded the rushing
NEROCA keeper and tapped into the
empty net. RGPFC have 17 points from nine
matches while NEROCA FC have 7 points
from 10 games.
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DJOKER SHRUGS OFF INJURY SCARE, WINS ADELAIDE TITLE
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yesterday was to fight it out on day
five.

"Only three or four guys have
played here before, so there are a lot
of learnings. It is a tough place to tour,
maybe the toughest in the world.

"Test cricket teaches you
resilience. When things aren't on your
side, you still have to wake up and try
again."

Australia opener Usman Khawaja
was named man-of-the-match for his
unbeaten 195 in Australia's first
innings declaration of 475-4.

Fellow opener David Warner
was man-of-the-series, based largely
on his double century in Melbourne.

Asked about his feelings on being
stranded short of his first Test dou-
ble-century by the declaration,
Khawaja said: "I would have loved to
get a double ton.

"But this is what cricket is about.
You play for milestones but you also
need to do the best for the team."
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South Africa were untroubled as
they batted out for their first draw

in almost six years on the final day of
the third Test in Sydney on Sunday,
denying Australia a series white-
wash.

Australia went into the fifth day
of the rain-ravaged Test requiring 14
wickets for an improbable victory, but
the Proteas comfortably negotiated
their way through to earn a first draw
in their last 47 Tests going back to
New Zealand in 2017.

The teams shook hands with five
overs left and South Africa at 106 for
two in their second innings with Sarel
Erwee unbeaten on 42 and Temba
Bavuma 17. Australia enforced the fol-
low-on after Josh Hazlewood led the
way with four wickets to dismiss the
Proteas for 255 — 21 runs short of
their target, but their highest innings
total of a dismal series.

"We tried different things, kept
putting balls in good areas and hoped
the luck would turn," Australia skip-
per Pat Cummins said.

"We were up against it, we had
150 overs to take 20 wickets on a good
surface." Australia could only muster
two wickets in South Africa's second
innings with skipper Dean Elgar yet
again failing along with Heinrich
Klaasen.

Elgar fell for the fourth time in the
series to a leg-side catch by wicket-
keeper Alex Carey for 10.

Cummins peppered him with a
rising delivery and targeted Elgar's
technical batting flaw off his hips for
yet another cheap dismissal.

Elgar finished a miserable series
with just 56 runs from six innings at
an average of 9.33, raising yet more
questions about his future as South
Africa's Test skipper.

"Touring Australia is never easy,"
Elgar said. "The message to the group
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Suryakumar Yadav was well
past 30 when he made his
India debut, but the swash-

buckling batter says his belated
selection had only strengthened
his resolve and made him even
hungrier to succeed in top-
flight. Surya produced yet
another incredible knock in the
shortest format — a 51-ball 112
not out — as India outplayed Sri
Lanka by 91 runs in the third
T20I to secure a memorable 2-
1 series win here on Saturday.

"It does make me even more
hungrier (sic) now," Surya told
India head coach Rahul Dravid
when asked if the long wait has
taught him to value his success
a lot more.

"I mean the amount of
domestic cricket I have played,
I have always enjoyed playing
that for my state side Mumbai
and I always try to put up a
show. "Enjoyed batting even
there as well. Yes it was a little
challenging in the last few years
but kept telling myself this is why
you play this game, enjoy it, the
passion for this game kept me
driving so I just kept going."

The interaction between
the two was organised by BCCI
TV. "It is lovely to have someone
here with me who, as a young
kid growing up, did not watch
me bat. And I hope you didn't,
I am sure you didn't," Dravid

started the chat on a lighter note,
to which Surya replied, "No, I
did watch (you bat)."

Surya's batting is a stark
contrast to the way Dravid
played his cricket, and the for-
mer India captain was alluding
to that only.

Dravid then asked if he
could pick one or two knocks
that he feels are his best.

"It is actually difficult for me
to pick any one innings... I
enjoyed batting in all the diffi-
cult situations where I went
into bat. I just enjoyed myself,
whatever I did in the last one
year. I have been doing the same
thing again.

"As I said before as well, I
just try to enjoy and express
myself as much as possible. In

those difficult situations, teams
try to pull the game off. I try to
take the game on. If it works well
for me and the team, I'm happy,"
said Surya.

The middle-order batter's
century was his third in the for-
mat in just seven months, mak-
ing him the first player in the
history of the game to score
three T20I hundreds when not

opening the batting.
So how many shots from his

bat are pre-determined?
"I mean obviously in this

format you have to be a little bit
pre-determined, and at the same
time you have to have another
stroke as well if the bowler is a
step ahead of you during that
time. But yes, I try to play to the
field what fielders are in, what

bowler can bowl at that time and
it works out."

"If I am meeting the ball
really well or I mean I try and
set the field for myself whenev-
er any left-arm spinner or leg-
spinner or fast bowler is bowl-
ing and just try and time the ball
as much as possible."

Surya also credited his fam-
ily for his immense success in
recent times and Dravid, who
was in charge when the batter
was finding his feet at the India
A level for years, lauded the role
played by his folks.

"I mean the role of the fam-
ily has been most important in
my cricketing journey till now.
When I started playing cricket,
they were the ones who helped
me out of the box. Because my
dad is an engineer, so in my fam-
ily there is no history of sports.
I had to be a little different for
him to see a spark in me and
push me.

"They have sacrificed a lot
and obviously my wife. After we
got married she's been pushing
me really hard in terms of nutri-
tion and in terms of staying fit.

"We have been talking about
cricket a lot when I go back
home and we discuss how we
can do better, how we can be one
step ahead at this level and we
really enjoy doing that."

Dravid concluded the inter-
action by saying, "Long it may
continue."
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Captaining a young side could
be tricky but Hardik Pandya,

who led India to a 2-1 series win
over Asian champions Sri Lanka,
feels it was not that difficult as
he just had to ensure that they
"belong at this level".

The three-match T20I series
against Sri Lanka saw the Indian
set-up begin a new era under the
leadership of Pandya.

"It's actually not that diffi-
cult. My life becomes very easy,
when the experienced players
are there, I don't say much to
them because they are here
because they have done a lot of
good things in their lives,"
Pandya said after leading the
team to a series win in Rajkot
here on Saturday.

The Indian team had none

of the three senior batters in
Rohit Sharma, KL Rahul, Virat
Kohli, while the likes of Shreyas
Iyer, Rishabh Pant, Ravindra
Jadeja, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, R
Ashwin, Mohammed Shami
and Jasprit Bumrah were also
not there for various reasons.

Backing his young group,
the new India skipper said they
would make mistakes but it's
about accepting and learning
from them.

"Managing is not difficult,
but yes it's a young group. They
will make mistakes, they will
learn from it, something that we
have emphasised that once you
make a mistake you make sure
that you learn from it. Accep-
tance is very important in this
sport. If you don't expect it,
things go very far.

"But when a young team is

there, the only thing I can help
them is about giving them con-
fidence, how to make sure they
are at a level, when they are play-
ing here, they feel that they
belong here.

"That is very important in
international cricket. In this
group, it's a very good journey.
Youngsters are willing to learn
and it makes my journey very
easy."

All praise for Suryakumar's
explosive century, Hardik said:
"Today, it felt like Sri Lanka
against Surya. It makes my life
very easy. I always mention that
someone like Surya is so impor-
tant for us in white-ball cricket.

"The way he plays some
shots, the way he changes the
game, it actually breaks the
morale of the bowler and which
kind of helps the other batter as

well."
Asked if he had any special

word for Surya with the way he
batted, Pandya said: "You don't
tell him anything. Surya, the
kind of form he's playing and the
clarity he has you don't really
need to speak to him.

"He is always very clear
about his plans and that's the
reason he's successful in this for-
mat. He doesn't doubt his abil-
ity. Wherever he's in double
minds, he always comes and
have a chat. I don't think anyone
has to say anything to him."

"Special mention to Rahul
Tripathi as well, the kind of
intent he showed that is some-
thing which is so natural to him.
It can change the momentum of
the game.

"If you see the first couple of
overs the ball was doing some-
thing, and people from the out-
side thought there's something
there in the wicket.

"But because of his intent all
of a sudden the ball stopped
moving, they changed their
length, and then it was all about
as if they were chasing the
game. Overall, it was terrific
from Surya and Tripathi."

On Team India's aggressive
approach, he said: "It's not always
that we will play aggressive in
terms of hitting. There might be
a case where we do the same
thing but we end up scoring 150.

"But what is important is the
intent, you look for a boundary
but when a good ball is there you
respect that ball. But if you have
a defensive mindset, even if a
bad ball is there, you are not able
to put that away."

"The wicket was suitable for
the batters once it got old. But
it's more about the intent and
signs of aggression that we sho-
wed that was important on a
tricky wicket. It just makes a dif-
ference of 10 runs which can be
decisive overall," he concluded.
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India's swashbuckling bat-
ter Suryakumar Yadav says

he prefers putting himself
under pressure while prepar-
ing for a match.

The 32-year-old on
Saturday smashed an unbeat-
en 51-ball 112 against Sri
Lanka in the third T20I to
pave the way for India's 91-
run win and a 2-1 series ver-
dict in favour of the home
team.

"It is really important to
put pressure on yourself
when you are preparing for
the game. The more pressure
you put, the better you can
play. There is a lot of hard
work involved. Some quality
practice sessions are also
involved," Suryakumar said
after his blazing knock.

His knock, laced with
seven fours and nine sixes,
powered India to an impos-
ing 228 for five, a total that
proved to be too good for the
visitors.

Surya played shots in all
parts of the ground and cred-
ited head coach Rahul Dravid
for allowing him to play his
natural game.

"The boundaries behind
were 59-60m, so I tried to
clear them. There are a few
shots that are pre-determined
but you have to be ready for

other strokes as well.
"Most of the time, I try to

find the gap, and use the field
to my advantage, Dravid lets
me enjoy, and tells me to
express myself," he said.

The middle-order bat-
ter's century was his third 
in the international format 
in just seven months, 
making him the first player
in the history of the game to
score three T20I hundreds
when not opening the 
batting.

Surya also became the
fastest batter to reach the
1500-run mark in T20Is in
terms of balls faced.

In 45 T20Is, the
Mumbai-born cricketer has
scored 1578 runs at an aver-
age of 46.41 and a strike-rate
of 180.34 with three hun-
dreds and 13 half-centuries to
his name.

"I'm really happy with the
way the innings went," Yadav
said after his latest knock.

"A few of my shots are
pre-determined, but these
are the shots I've been 
playing over the last year and
I'm not doing anything dif-
ferent.

"Most of the time, I try to
find the gap, and use the field
to my advantage.

"So nothing new. It's a
fresh start in 2023 and I hope
to continue doing well."
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There has been no looking
back for Hardik Pandya

since he led Gujarat Titans to an
IPL triumph in their maiden
appearance last year, and the
new Indian T20I skipper cred-
its his franchise coach Ashish
Nehra for making "a big differ-
ence" to his captaincy.

Coming back from a long
injury layoff, the premier all-
rounder was made the Gujarat
skipper in a bold move by the
first-timers.

But Pandya, who had led

only once at senior level in a
tour game against Australia,
proved his detractors wrong

and led by example.
"What has been very

important from Gujarat point
of view is the kind of coach I
worked with. Ashish Nehra
made a big difference in my life,
because of our mindsets. We
might be two different person-
alities, but we have very simi-
lar cricketing thoughts," Pandya
said after leading India to a 2-
1 series win over Sri Lanka here
on Saturday.

"Because I was with him, it
added value to my captaincy. It
helped me to get exactly what
I know. It was just about getting

that assurance, once I got that...
The awareness of this game I
always knew. It was all about
knowing and backing what I
knew already. It has definitely
helped me," he added.

Before the home series
against Sri Lanka, the Indian
selectors overhauled the side
after the Rohit Sharma-led
team failed to win the T20I
World Cup in Australia, losing
to eventual champions England
in the semifinal.

Prior to this series, Pandya
had led India's T20I side when-
ever Rohit was unavailable.
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Exactly a month ago, Deepika
Kumari, the most decorated

Indian archer, became a moth-
er. Twenty days later, the 28-
year-old was back on the field at
SAI, Kolkata with her 44-pound
bow and arrows, leaving the
newly-born daughter with her
"really supportive" in-laws.

It's a routine Deepika has
been following for the past 10
days to make up for her lost time
and pave the way for an India
comeback through the upcom-
ing Open Senior National trials
slated here from January 10-17.

In a career spanning more
than a decade, the two-time for-
mer world number one has vir-
tually won everything save an
Olympic medal.

And this being the penulti-
mate year before Paris 2024,
Deepika is well aware that it's a
"now-or-never" moment for her.

"Kya karein koi aur option
hi nahin hai (I've no other
option left)," the three-time
Olympian said.

"Of course, I will be there. If
I don't appear for trials, I will be
out of the team for the whole
year."

So she has no other option
but to hit the training ground
with her husband and India
number one Atanu Das who too

was axed from the Indian team
after the Tokyo Olympics in
2021.

The couple failed to make
the cut for the World Cup and
Asian Games trials last year.

But after the Hangzhou
showpiece was postponed to
2023, Deepika made a comeback
at World Cup Stage 3 in Paris in
June last year, winning a team
silver before going into mater-
nity break.

She’s confident of making
the top-16 which is the cutoff
mark in the first Open selection
trials.

The 16-member side will be
pruned to eight players who will
represent India at the World
Cups, World Championships
(July 31-August 6) and Asian
Games (September 23-October
8).

"I'm not changing the bow.
Somehow, I'm managing, I'm
sure I'll make it to top 16 and
then we will see how it goes from
there," adds Deepika.

The seven-day selection tri-
als will see about 176 men's and
94 women's archers fighting it
out in the recurve section.

The compound section has
a tentative entry list of 157 male
and 89 female archers including
the Indian top two -- Abhishek
Verma and Jyothi Surekha
Vennam.
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Australia skipper Pat Cum-
mins wants everything at his

"disposal" for the "big" series in
India next month and besides
frontline spinner Nathan Lyon,
he feels Ashton Agar and Travis
Head too will be vital to the
team's bowling plans.

Australia are gearing up for
the four-match Border-Gavaskar
series, starting in Nagpur on
February 9.

"I think our squad will 
have basically all possibilities. 
It's a big series, so we want 
everything at our disposal,"
Cummins said.

Agar had been called up for
the final Test against South
Africa keeping in mind the
Indian tour. However in the 
22 overs he bowled, the 29-year-
old gave away 58 runs and
remained wicketless in the
drawn Test.

But being a left-arm spinner,
he could prove effective against
the Indian top order that is dom-
inated by right handers in the
absence of southpaw Rishabh
Pant, who will miss the series
due to injuries sustained in a car
accident last month.

While Nathan Lyon will
spearhead the spin department
in India, Cummins feels Head
will also be vital.

"Trav is a slightly different
off-spin bowler to Nath (Lyon),
a bit flatter which could be
really helpful over there. I've
been really happy with how he
(Head) has bowled, and proba-
bly under-bowled him even in
this game.

"So he'll be a big part of our
team over there.

The skipper is also counting
on the likes of part-time spinners
Marnus Labuschagne and Steve
Smith to pitch in the slow bowl-
ing department.

"Over there, if you're pick-
ing two spinners you think it's
going to be quite a spinning
wicket and Travis Head, Marnus,
Smudge (Smith), they all come
into it a bit more.

"Generally, if you're picking
two spinners you're not expect-
ing it to be a really long five-day
game, and we've got some other
resources there anyway.

All-rounder Cameron
Green, who missed the Sydney
Test due to a fractured finger, is
expected to recover in time for
the India tour.
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