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Hotel owners supported by
locals stopped the plan of

the  district administration of
Chamoli to demolish two high-
ly damaged and precariously
placed hotel buildings in
Joshimath city on Tuesday.

Meanwhile,  more families
were evacuated from the dan-
ger zone as the number of
affected houses rose to 700.

The members of the hotel
association of Joshimath staged
a protest and demanded that
the administration should first
undertake a proper valuation of
the properties and give in writ-
ing about the compensation it
would provide. The locals are
demanding compensation on
the lines of the Badrinath mas-
ter plan. 

“I came to know about it
(demolition) through the news-
papers this morning. There
was no prior notice. If the
Government demarcated my
hotel as unsafe it should have
first come up with a one-time
settlement plan before deciding
to demolish it,” said Thakur
Singh, owner of Malari Inn.

Mount View owner
Lalmani Semwal expressed
similar sentiments. “It is like
slaying a child one has reared
through years of hard work in
front of its parents,” Semwal
said.

“We put all our resources

into building this hotel. We
paid regular taxes to the
Government. It said nothing
then and now all of a sudden
it comes up with a drastic
decision like this. Isn’t it a vio-
lation of human rights?

“If the Government has
decided, what can we say. But
we should be offered a one-
time settlement plan in com-
pensation on the lines of
Badrinath,” Semwal said.

Officials had on Monday
said the State Government is
working on a relief package for
the people of the disaster-hit
town, which will soon be sent

to the Centre.
The chairman of the

Joshimath Nagar Palika,
Shailendra Panwar, assured
that the issue of compensation
would be discussed with the
senior officers on Wednesday
and assured that no demolition
would be undertaken till a
solution is reached. 

Chamoli District
Magistrate Himanshu Khurana
had issued orders to demolish
Hotel Mount view and Malari
Inn on Monday under the
Disaster Management Act. The
teams of State Disaster
Response Force and adminis-

tration were on the spot to start
the demolition on Tuesday
when the protests erupted.

Meanwhile, the National
Crisis Management Committee
(NCMC) under the chairman-
ship of Cabinet Secretary Rajiv
Gauba on Tuesday evening
decided in Delhi that priority
may be accorded to demolition
of vulnerable structures in a
safe manner. 

The demolition of the
buildings would be done under
the monitoring of the experts
of Central Building Research
Institute (CBRI) Roorkee. 

Continued on Page 2
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For flyers, the New Year
began on a grim note with

the disclosure of a shocking
onboard urination incident —
and the nightmare does not
seem to end.  

From the urination  inci-
dent to a bomb hoax. From
cancellation and flight delays to
onboard fistcuffs. From  midair
drinking revelry  to discovery
of a stone in the meal. And  the
most bizarre of all — a plane
taking off without 55 of its pas-
sengers. The  aviation sector is
in the news for all the wrong
reasons.

In a shocking incident, on
Monday Go First’s Bengaluru-
Delhi flight  (G8-116)  took off
at 6.30 am without 55 passen-
gers. The passengers were
headed for the plane in the air-
liner’s bus when the plane took
off. Several disgruntled pas-
sengers took to Twitter slam-
ming the airline for the unruly
behaviour. The airline, after
realising its mistake, arranged
for another flight for the
stranded flyer four hours later. 

According to reports, 53
out of 55 passengers were shift-
ed to the second flight, where-

as the airline paid the refunds
as asked by the remaining two
passengers. 

The airline has also apolo-
gised to passengers and said an
inadvertent oversight in the
reconciliation of the flight to
Delhi led to the incident.  It has
also ordered an enquiry and
derostered all the staff who
were involved in the incident.

“We sincerely apologise for
the inconvenience caused to
the passengers due to an inad-
vertent oversight in the recon-
ciliation of flight G8 116 from
Bengaluru to Delhi,” the airline
said in a statement.  

On Tuesday, the DGCA
issued a show-cause notice to
Go First (erstwhile GoAir) and
after getting the airline’s
response, the regulator said,
“Prima facie, it emerges Go
First failed to comply with
(civil aviation rules).”

Not satisfied  with the air-
line’s reply, the DGCA has
issued a show-cause notice to
Accountable Manager/ Chief
Operation Officer of M/s Go
First why enforcement action
should not be taken against

them for dereliction of their
regulatory obligations. The
DGCA noted “multiple mis-
takes” such as lack of proper
communication, coordination,
reconciliation, and confirma-
tion resulted in a “highly avoid-
able situation”.

“However, to follow the
principles of natural justice,
they have been given two weeks
time to submit their reply to
DGCA and based on that fur-
ther action will be taken,” the
DGCA  said.

“Go First failed to comply
with the provision specified at
para 9 and 13 of CAR Section
3, Series C, Part II issued by
DGCA resulted in violation of
Para (1A) of Rule 134 read with
Schedule XI of the Aircraft
Rules, 1937. M/s Go First has
failed to comply with the pro-
vision specified in para 5.2 of
ATC 02 of 2019,” DGCA’s state-
ment read.

“It is pertinent to mention
that DGCA has issued Civil
Aviation Requirements (CAR)
Section -3, Series-C, Part-II on
“Minimum Requirements for
Grant of Air Operator

Certificate to Operate
Scheduled Air Transport
Services (Passenger)” and Air
Transport Circular 02 of 2019
on ‘Facilities/Courtesies to
esteemed travelling public at
airports’,” the statement added.

The DGCA stated that
according to regulations, the
concerned airline is responsi-
ble to ensure adequate arrange-
ment for ground handling,
preparation of load and trim
sheet, flight dispatch and pas-
senger/cargo handling and also
ensure that all the ground han-
dling staff engaged in passen-
ger handling undergo period-
ic soft skill training for sensi-
tization, courtesy, behaviour
and procedures for assisting the
passengers.

Go First was under the
lense last year due to incidents
of passengers arriving at the
airport only to find out that
their flight did not exist. The
carrier was also in the news for
facing capacity issues after sev-
eral of its planes were ground-
ed due to a lack of engines and
spare parts, which were delayed
due to global supply chain
problems.

After the twin  peeing inci-
dents, Air India was back  in
the news  on Tuesday when  a
woman passenger took to
Twitter to raise the issue about
a piece of stone she found in a
meal on board saying that the
kind of negligence was “unac-
ceptable”.

Continued on Page 2
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South Asia is the hotspot of
the climate crisis with peo-

ple there 15 times more prone
to die from its impact, UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has warned. He also
expressed dismay that global
leaders are not giving the life-
or-death emergency the action
and investment it requires.

“South Asia is one of the
world’s global climate crisis
hotspots in which people are 15
times more likely to die from
climate impacts than else-
where,” he said.

“As always, those develop-
ing countries least responsible
(for climate change) are the first
to suffer” because of it, he
added at an UN-sponsored
fund-raising conference in
Geneva to help Pakistan recov-
er from last year’s devastating
floods.

“We need to be honest
about the brutal injustice of loss
and damage suffered by devel-
oping countries because of cli-

mate change,” he said and “if
there is any doubt about loss
and damage — go to Pakistan”.

Pakistan received pledges
of more than $9 billion at the
conference and for the first
time more than half the com-

mitments came from develop-
ing countries, Stephane
Dujarric, the spokesperson for
UN Chief, said.

That amount is a little
more than half the $16 billion
that Guterres added that

Islamabad will need.
Making his appeal for

“massive investments” to help
Pakistan recover from the flood
damage, the UN chief linked
the devastation to climate
change.

“Pakistan — which repre-
sents less than one per cent of
global (greenhouse gas) emis-
sions — did not cause the cli-
mate crisis, but it is living with
its worst impacts,” Guterres
said.

More than 33 million peo-
ple were affected by the floods
that hit Sindh and Balochistan,
killing more than 1,700 people
and laying waste to 1.8 million
hectares of farmland, according
to the UN.

Guterres, who has made
fighting climate change one of
the major pillars of his agenda,
held developed countries to
their promise made at last
year’s UN conference in Egypt
on climate change to fund
developing nations’ efforts to
cope with it.

Continued on Page 2

��� � :�
���'('

Tragedy stuck a family of four here on
Tuesday when an under-construction

Bengaluru Metro pillar collapsed on them, leav-
ing a woman and her toddler son dead, while
her husband and another child escaped with
injuries.

According to police, the incident took
place around 10.30 am on Outer Ring Road near
HBR Layout in the city, when the steel rod cen-
tring that was done to erect the concrete pillar
for the “Namma Metro” (Bengaluru Metro) fell
on their scooter. The height of the pillar is said
to be over 40 feet and weighing several tonnes.

The woman and her two and a half year old
son who were severely injured were immediately
rushed to a nearby private hospital by the
bystanders, but they succumbed to their injuries.

“Both suffered head injuries, we tried our
best to save them. There was a lot of blood loss
already and also a fall in blood pressure,” doc-
tors who treated them said.

The woman’s husband, identified as Lohit
and the other child, who were injured, are doing
fine, doctors added.

Continued on Page 2
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An unidentified criminal
gunned down a security

guard and escaped with �8 lakh
in cash in the Wazirabad area
of North Delhi on Tuesday.

The incident occurred at
an ICICI Bank ATM kiosk
near Jagatpur flyover around
4.50 pm when the cash van
arrived at the ATM to deposit
cash at the kiosk. Just then, a
person came from behind and
fired at the cash van guard and
fled with the money.

The victim has been iden-
tified as Jai Singh (55). He was
taken to a nearby hospital
where he was declared dead.

Deputy Commissioner of

Police Sager Singh Kalisz said
the police control room
received a call around 5pm
regarding a firing incident with
loot of a cash van in the
Naziabad area after which the
police reached the spot.

“During enquiry, it was
learnt that at 4.50 pm, one cash
van arrived at ICICI Bank
ATM booth near Jagatpur fly-
over for refilling cash. One per-
son came from behind and
fired at the guard of the cash
van. The person took the
money and fled,” he said.

The police have formed
multiple teams and were scan-
ning footage from CCTV cam-
eras in the area to identify the
suspect.
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With the Ukraine conflict
continuing for the last 11

months, several world leaders,
including French President
Emmanuel Macron, German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and
Australia Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese, are likely to
visit India in the next few
months to discuss the adverse
impact of the crisis on food,
fuel and fertilisers, besides
increasing Chinese assertive-
ness in the Indo-Pacific region.

New Delhi has all along
favoured dialogue and diplo-

macy to resolve the Ukraine
conflict. Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi has repeated-
ly urged Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Ukraine
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy  to have one-on-one
talks to sort out their differ-
ences.

India on January 12 and 13
will also host a virtual confer-
ence of the Global South coun-
tries to review the impact of the
conflict.

The visits by these Heads of
States are expected to also
focus on  expansion of bilater-
al cooperation in areas of ener-
gy, trade, technology, Defence
production, healthcare and
people-to-people exchanges,
sources have indicated. 

While Chancellor Scholz is
expected to be in India later
next month, Albanese is set to
visit the country in the early

part of March, sources said.  
The French side was ini-

tially exploring the visit by
Macron in the first week of
March but the dates for the 
visits have so far not been
firmed up. 

President of Egypt Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi will visit India
later this month to grace the
Republic Day celebrations as
the chief guest.

The Foreign Ministers of
G20 countries will also be in
New Delhi to attend a minis-
terial meeting of the powerful
grouping which is likely to
take place on March 1 and 2.

Several foreign leaders will
also visit India to attend the
‘Raisina Dialogue’ that is
scheduled to be held from
March 2 to 4. It is India’s pre-
mier conference on geopolitics
and geoeconomics.

Continued on Page 2
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The ongoing row between
the Tamil Nadu

Government and Governor
RN Ravi has escalated. The Raj
Bhavan has addressed Ravi as
“Tamizhaga Aalunar” or
“Tamizhagam Governor” in
invites sent to out to dignitaries
for celebrating the Pongal
Peruvizha festival on January
12 at the Chennai Raj Bhavan.

The Raj Bhavan has also
replaced the State
Government’s emblem with
that of the Union Government’s
in the official Pongal invita-
tions.

The Governor has already
invited criticism from the rul-
ing DMK for suggesting that
the State be renamed from
‘Tamil Nadu’ to ‘Tamizhagam’.
On Monday, the Governor
triggered a major uproar by
skipping certain portions of the
text of the Governor’s address
to the Tamil Nadu Assembly
and staging an unprecedented

walkout. 
This led to a major show-

down with Chief Minister MK
Stalin asking for the original
text of the speech to be entered
into the records and Ravi stag-
ing a walkout.

In the past, Pongal invita-
tions from the Raj Bhavan
read “Governor of Tamil
Nadu.” The card sent by the

Governor’s office for Tamil
New Year celebrations last year
also had the same phrase.

Such communication also
had the Tamil Nadu
Government’s emblem of the
tower of the Andal Temple in
Srivilliputter — which has been
replaced by the Union
Government’s this time.

Continued on Page 2
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Namma Metro and the

Karnataka Government
announced compensation of
�20 lakh each to the affected
family.

Addressing reporters in
Dharwad, Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai assured an
enquiry into the incident and
announced compensation to
the bereaved.

“I just got to know about it,
we will get it investigated... We
will ascertain the reason for the
collapse of the pillar and pro-

vide compensation,” he said.
He called the incident

“unfortunate” and said an
enquiry will be done and a case
will be registered against those
responsible.

Bengaluru East DCP
Bheemashankar S Guled said
that a case has been registered
based on Lohit’s complaint and
investigation will follow.

Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) team has
been called to do the mahajar
and collect the samples, and
based on their report it will be
known if there was any negli-
gence or shoddy work, he said
adding that ‘NCC construction
company’ was the contractor
which was carrying out the
work, and naturally a complaint
will be taken against them.

Bengaluru Metro Rail
Corporation (BMRCL)
Managing Director Anjum
Parvez, who visited the spot
described the incident as unfor-
tunate. Indian Institute of
Science has been requested to
send a team to inspect and
ascertain as to why the incident
happened.

“According to a report by
our engineer all the safety
measures were taken as per the
standard protocol, but still the
incident has happened, so we
will have to do the fact finding.
Whether there was any manu-
al negligence or technical prob-
lem we will get to know from
the report. If there was any
manual negligence action will
certainly be taken against those
responsible,” he said.

From Page 1
The air passenger identi-

fied as Sarvapriya Sangwan,
who shared two pictures of the
meal served to her on Air

India flight 215.  “You don’t
need resources and money to
ensure stone-free food Air
India. This is what I received in
my food served in the flight AI

215 today. Crew member Jadon
was informed. This kind of
negligence is unacceptable,”
Sangwan wrote.

Meanwhile, the Directorate

General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has taken note of
these incidents and it even
sent a notice to airlines on tack-
ling unruly passengers.  

Meanwhile, the Moscow to
Goa international flight, which
had made an emergency land-
ing on Monday at Jamnagar
airport in Gujarat following a

bomb threat, took off for its
destination on Tuesday after-
noon after nearly 15 hours as
nothing suspicious was found
onboard. 

The Azur Air internation-
al flight took off for Dabolim
at around 1:20 pm on Tuesday
with all passengers and crew
members. “The flight landed at

the Dabolim airport in Goa at
2.39 pm,” officials said. All
236 passengers and eight crew
members were evacuated safe-
ly and the plane was checked by
the police along with local
authorities and the Bomb
Detection and Disposal Squad
(BDDS) but found nothing, the
official further said.

From Page 1
The DMK-led State

Government has been highly
critical  of the Governor  over
several issues including his
recent comments  allegedly
termed Dravidian politics as
‘regressive politics’ and  sug-
gested  changing the name of
the State to ‘Tamilagam’. 

On January 4,  addressing

a programme  at the Raj
Bhavan in Chennai  allegedly
remarked that the word
‘Tamilagam’ was a more appro-
priate term for Tamil Nadu and
said, “”Here in Tamil Nadu, a
different kind of narrative has
been created. Everything
applicable for the whole of the
country, Tamil Nadu will say
no. It has become a habit. So

many theses have been written
- all false and poor fiction. This
must be broken. Truth must
prevail,” he said, PTI reported.
“Thamizhagam would be a
more appropriate word to call
it,” he said. 

Both DMK and
Opposition took serious objec-
tions to the suggestion for
changing the name of the State.

From Page 1
The experts of the CBRI

Roorkee would use non blast
technique to bring down the
buildings of the two hotels.
These hotels have developed
huge cracks due to the land
subsidence and their build-
ings are leaning over one
another. 

A six-member team of
CBRI assessed the ground sit-
uation and prepared its plan to
demolish the structures. It is
learnt that the CBRI sent the
experts who were involved in
the demolition of Twin towers
in NOIDA last year. One of the
experts of the CBRI said the
plan is to slowly release load on
the main structure.

“We will first remove the
tanks, windows, doors and the
non load bearing walls. After
that we will demolish the main
structure in the direction of the
natural slope of the ground,’’ he
said.

Meanwhile the Minister of
State (MoS) for Defence Ajay

Bhatt arrived at Joshimath on
the day. He visited the army
camp, Sunil ward, JP colony,
Narsingh temple and
Gandhiagar areas and met the
affected families.

Bhatt said both the Union
and State Governments stood
with the affected families of
Joshimath and every possible
help is being extended to them.
He said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is himself
monitoring the situation while
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami is taking care of  all the
arrangements. Bhatt said the
safety of the affected people is
the top most priority of the
Government.

He said some buildings in
the Army camp have been
damaged due to land subsi-
dence and they have been cor-
doned off in view of the safe-
ty. Bhatt said it is really painful
that people have to leave their
houses but our first priority is
to save the lives of people.

Joshimath has been

declared a land subsidence-hit
area after huge cracks devel-
oped in houses and other struc-
tures, roads and ground.

The holy town is the gate-
way to famous pilgrimage sites
like Badrinath and Hemkund
Sahib and there has been a
demand from some quarters,
including the Opposition
Congress, to declare the crisis
a national disaster.

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday listed for hearing on
January 16 a plea seeking the
court’s intervention to declare
the crisis in Joshimath a nation-
al disaster.

Refusing an urgent hear-
ing, the court said there are
“democratically elected insti-
tutions” to deal with the situa-
tion and all important matters
should not come to it.

The plea by Swami
A v i m u k t e s h w a r a n a n d
Saraswati of Joshimath was
mentioned before Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and Justice
PS Narasimha.

From Page 1
Nepalese Prime Minister

Pushpa Kamal Dahal is also
likely to visit India in the next
few months.

Officials of India and Saudi
Arabia are also looking at a
bilateral visit to New Delhi by
Saudi Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Mohammed bin
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

India and Germany are
keen to further enhance their
ties during the German
Chancellor’s visit.  The politi-
cal leadership of the two coun-
tries are likely to focus on
cooperation in areas of trade,
defence, clean energy and cli-

mate change. In December,
German Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock paid a
two-day visit to prepare for
Scholz’s trip.

Prime Minister and
Chancellor Scholz held bilateral
talks in the Indonesian resort
city of Bali on November 16 last
year on the sidelines of the G20
summit.

The first meeting between
the two leaders took place dur-
ing Modi’s visit to Berlin on
May 2 last year for the 6th
India-Germany Inter-
Governmental Consultations
(IGC).

It was followed by Modi’s

visit to the Alpine castle of
Schloss Elmau in southern
Germany on June 26 and 27 to
attend the annual summit of G-
7 grouping. It will be Scholz’s
first visit to India after he
became German Chancellor
in December 2021.

Diplomatic sources said
boosting trade and maritime
security cooperation will figure
high on the agenda of talks
between Modi and Albanese. It
will be the first visit to India by
the Australian leader after he
took charge of the top office last
May.

The ties between India
and Australia have been on an

upswing in the last few years.
The India-Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (ECTA) came into
force last month and it is
expected to facilitate signifi-
cant expansion of two-way
trade.

Expansion of overall
defence and strategic cooper-
ation is likely to be high on the
agenda during Macron’s trip to
India. French fighter jet Rafale
is learnt to be ahead of
American F/A-18 Super
Hornet in the multi-billion
dollar contract to supply 26
deck-based jets to the Indian
Navy.

India may announce firm-
ing up the procurement of the
marine version of the Rafale jet
during Macron’s visit. However,
there is no official word on it
yet.

Emmanuel Bonne, the
Diplomatic Advisor to the
French President, visited India
last week ostensibly to make
preparations for Macron’s trip.
Bonne held wide-ranging talks
with National Security
Advisor(NSA) Ajit Doval. He
also called on the Prime
Minister, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
India’s G-20 Sherpa Amitabh
Kant. 

From Page 1
“Developed countries must deliver on their commitment to double adaptation finance, and

meet the $100 billion goal urgently, without delay. And we need to reverse the outrageous trend
of emissions going up, when they must go down to prevent further climate catastrophe,” he said.

At a news conference, he chided world leaders for not doing enough.
“I am deeply frustrated that global leaders are not giving this life-or-death emergency the action

and investment it requires,” he added.
Guterres also brought up the issue of the international debt burden faced by some countries,

notably Pakistan, which he called “a victim of the man-made disaster of a morally bankrupt glob-
al financial system”.

“I renew my call to global leaders and multilateral development banks to join forces and devel-
op creative ways for developing countries to access debt relief and concessional financing when
they need it most,” he said.
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The Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP)  on Tuesday

heaped praise on Tamil Nadu
chief minister M K Stalin for
taking a strong stand against
Governor R N Ravi, after the
latter dropped the names of
several Tamil leaders and late
B R Ambedkar from the speech
prepared for him by the TN
government to deliver to the
Assembly ahead of a new ses-
sion and walked out of the
House.  

Taking serious exception to
the manner in which the
Governor conducted himself in

the Tamil Nadu Assembly,
Maharashtra NCP president
Jayant Patil said that India was
a federal system of democracy
where the states enjoyed the
same status as the Centre.

“However, attempts are
being made to crush the
Constitutional rights of the

state by the Governors appoint-
ed by the Centre all over India.
We fully support the strong
stand taken by chief minister
Stalin,” Patil said.

Maintaining that a
Governor’s address was like a
‘policy’ document of the
respective state government,
the State NCP president said:
“The Governor must read out
the speech approved by the
state Cabinet. This practice
has been going on since the
Constitution came into exis-
tence. We appreciate the strong
stand taken by CM Stalin”.

During the unprecedented
controversy witnessed in the
Tamil Nadu Assembly on

Monday, the Governor
dropped the names and refer-
ences to several Tamil leaders
and late B R Ambedkar from
the speech prepared for him by
the local state government to
deliver at the beginning of a
new session of the Assembly
and staged an unprecedented
walk out from the House,
before the national anthem
was played.

During the Governor’s
speech that lasted for 50 min-
utes, members of the ruling
DMK and its allies like
Congress, VCK, MDMK and
CPI-M had shouted vociferous
slogans against Ravi,.

After the Governor staged

a walkout, the Tamil Nadu
Assembly adopted a resolution
moved by Stalin, approving
the original speech prepared in
Tamil. In its resolution, the
Tamil Nadu Assembly noted
that the Governor’s action was
“wrong”, “not acceptable” and
“against the Dravidian model
principles of governance”.

Saluting Stalin for the stand
taken by him after the
Governor’s action, State’s for-
mer minister Jitendra Awhad
tweeted:  “I salute chief minis-
ter of #TamilNadu #stalin when
the governor changed the
speech approved by the #cab-
inet and also dropped the
name of #Periyar and

#DrAmbedkar to which #CM
#Stalin objected”.

Later talking to media per-
sons, Awhad elaborated: “After
the protests, the TN Governor
walked out of the House, but it
was heartening to see that CM
Stalin did not even once
attempt to call him back… He
showed that any slight to icons
like Thanthai Periyar or Dr.
Ambedkar will not be tolerat-
ed… I salute CM Stalin for
this”.

NCP’s national spokesper-
son Clyde Crasto said that the
post of Governor held a
Constitutional post, he is the
guardian of the state and it was
his duty to remain neutral.
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Police on Tuesday said that
woman and her fiance were

injured after they were alleged-
ly thrashed by bouncers of a
club in Sector 29.

According to police, an
FIR has been registered at the
Sector 29 police station.

The woman, Jawahar
Nagar Colony-resident Anjali
in her complaint, alleged that
she had gone to the club on
Monday night with Chetan
Tokas, a resident of Delhi's
Munirka, when the incident
happened, police said.

"It was around 2 am when
we both started leaving the club
after paying our bills. One of
the bouncers at the club start-
ed fighting with Chetan. When
I defended him, others, includ-
ing female bouncers, started
beating me.

"They pushed us and kept
kicking and punching and
finally dragged us out of the
club. The name of the one
bouncer was Sandeep. The
police were informed and they

took us to the hospital," the
woman's complaint stated.

The medical examination
of the duo was conducted. The
doctor told the police that
Chetan received five and Anjali
suffered injuries at seven places,
officials said.

Following the complaint,
an FIR has been registered
under sections 323 (causing
hurt), 506 (criminal intimida-
tion), 34 (common intention)
of the Indian Penal Code at
Sector 29 police station, police
said.

"We are verifying the facts
and have also sought footage of
CCTV cameras installed in
the club. Action will be taken
as per the law," said Rakesh
Kumar, additional Station
House Officer at Sector 29
police station.
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Gurugram Police on
Tuesday arrested three

men for allegedly ransacking
a liquor shop and threatening
the salesperson for declining
to serve them for free.

According to police, the
accused were produced in a
city court and sent to judicial
custody.

The arrested accused were
identified as Anil alias Ganja
(23) of Rajendra Park, Vishal
Seharawat (22) of Palam
Vihar and Harsh (19) of
Daulatabad. An SUV and a
country-made pistol were
seized from them, the police
said.

The incident occurred on
Sunday night during which
the accused also smashed the
windows of two cars after
entering a house in
Daulatabad village.

Two separate FIRs were
registered at Rajendra park
police station in this connec-
tion.

According to the com-

plaint filed by Pankaj Jaiswal,
the salesperson of the liquor
shop along the Dwarka
Expressway, the accused
arrived in their SUV around
11.30 pm on Saturday.

Claiming that they were
"local goons", they demanded
a free bottle of liquor. When
they were refused, one of
them pointed a gun at Jaiswal
and smashed a card swipe
machine. They then rammed
their car into the shop and
ransacked it, the salesperson
said in his complaint.

An FIR was registered on
the basis of the complaint
under various sections of the
Indian Penal Code and the
Arms Act at Rajendra park
police station on Sunday.

In another complaint,
Daultabad village resident
Ravita Devi alleged that the
same trio entered her home
late at night and smashed
the windows of their two
cars. They also threatened to
kill her and her family.

Following the complaint,
another FIR was registered at
Rajendra park police station.
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President Droupadi Murmu
on Tuesday said the Indian

diaspora has become an impor-
tant and unique force in the
global system.

Addressing the valedictory
session of the Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas (PBD) convention in
Indore, the President praised
overseas Indians for excelling in
various walks of life through
hard work and resilience. 

"The Indian diaspora today
has become an important and
unique force in the global sys-
tem, It has grown into an ener-
getic and confident communi-
ty in every region," she said.

The President said the
Indian diaspora has exhibited
extraordinary dedication and
hard work and overcome many
challenges to achieve excel-
lence in all walks of life includ-
ing art, literature, politics, busi-
ness, academics, philanthropy,
and science and technology.

Referring to the PBD con-
vention theme: "Diaspora:
Reliable Partners for India's
Progress in Amrit Kaal", the

President said it reflects India's
desire to make its diaspora a
partner in the achievement of
its national developmental
goals.

In the next 25 years, India
is going to embark on an ambi-
tious journey of collective hard
work, sacrifice, and intensive
development to transform into
a self-reliant world leader by
2047 when we would be cele-
brating the centenary of our
Independence, she said.

The President said the col-

lective power and potential of
the Indian diaspora would be
a force multiplier in the nation's
inclusive development. She
urged the diaspora to become
a full partner in this journey.

"They can contribute with
their energy, experience, ideas,
business acumen, investments,
technical expertise and knowl-
edge sharing, to enhance our
capacities to fulfil the vision of
an Aatmanirbhar Bharat," she
said.

On the occasion, the

President conferred the Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman Awards on
select members of the Indian
diaspora to recognize their
achievements and to honour
their contributions to various
fields including in India and
abroad.

Madhya Pradesh Governor
Mangu Bhai Patel, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, and Civil
Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia were also present. 
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena has granted

prosecution sanction against
Shehla Rashid Shora, the for-
mer vice-president of the
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) students union and
member of All India Students
Association (AISA), under
sedition charges for anti-Army
tweets. 

She had made two tweets
about the Indian Army aimed
at "promoting enmity between
different groups" and
"indulging in acts prejudicial to
maintenance of harmony".

According to officials at the
L-G office, the sanction is
related to a 2019 FIR registered
against her under IPC section
153A at Special Cell police sta-
tion here on the basis of a com-
plaint by an advocate Alakh
Alok Srivastava. They said the
sanction has been granted

under section 196 of CrPC,
1973 which relates to prosecu-
tion for offences against the
State and for criminal conspir-
acy to commit such offence.

"Section 196 1(a) says no
court shall take cognizance of
any offense punishable under
Chapter VI or under section
153A, of Indian Penal Code...
Except with the previous sanc-
tion of the Central Government
or of the state government," the
L-G office said.

The former Jawaharlal
Nehru University Students'
Union (JNUSU) leader is
accused of promoting enmity
between different groups and
indulging in acts prejudicial to
the maintenance of harmony
through her tweets.

The tweets by Shora, dated
August 18, 2019, had accused
the Army of entering houses
and "torturing" locals in
Kashmir. The allegations were
rejected by the Army as base-

less.
The proposal for prosecu-

tion sanction moved by the
Delhi Police and supported by
the Home Department of the
city government had submitted
that Shora tweeted about the
Army on August 18, 2019 --
'Armed Forces are entering
houses at night, picking up
boys, ransacking houses, delib-
erately spilling rations on floor,
mixing oil with rice, etc'.

In another tweet, she had
said, “In Shopian, 04 men were
called into the Army Camp and
‘interrogated' (tortured). A mic

was kept close to them so that
the entire area could hear them
scream and be terrorized. This
created an environment of fear
in the entire area.”

The Home Department
had observed that the "nature
of case, location to which the
tweets refer and making false
allegations against the Army
make it a serious issue".  "The
tweets by Shora needed to be
proceeded against for creating
religious fault-lines in J&K and
a case was made for prosecu-
tion under Section 153A IPC,"
it said.
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The Delhi Government's
Anti Corruption Branch

(ACB) has decided to move the
high court against Assembly
Speaker Ram Niwas Goel's
order declining prosecution
sanction against AAP MLA
from Krishna Nagar, S K Bagga
in a corruption case.

According to the sources,
Bagga  has been accused of
seeking bribe from an AAP
worker, Raju Sachdeva, on
multiple occasions on different
pretexts.  Lt Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has now grant-
ed his approval to proceed
with the filing of appeal in the
court against the denial of
prosecution sanction in the
case, they added.

Sources said that despite
having clinching evidence in
the form of call recordings
where Bagga can be heard
demanding a bribe of Rs 5 lakh,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
turned a blind eye to it and

refused to take any action after
Sachdeva filed a complaint and
provided the call recording to
him on November 6, 2015, the
sources claimed.

"When the ACB, which is
investigating the case,
approached Goel seeking pros-
ecution sanction against Bagga,
after going through the due
diligence of investigative pro-
cedures, he refused to grant
prosecution sanction, in an
obvious attempt to save Bagga.
"Goel, in complete and blatant
disregard of evidence verified
substantively by the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL),
sweepingly left Bagga off the
hook by resorting to a partisan
and questionable personal 'wis-
dom'," one of the official
sources said.

In his complaint dated
November 9, 2015, Sachdeva
had alleged that Bagga took Rs
11,000, Rs 21,000 and Rs
25,000 on different occasions
promising to get him an Aam
Aami Party (AAP) ticket in the

Delhi civic elections of 2017.
Thereafter, Bagga demanded
Rs 2 lakh and again Rs 1 lakh
from Sachdeva, but he refused,
the sources claimed.

They further disclosed that
in November 2015, Bagga had
told Sachdeva to organise a
Diwali function at Gandhi Park
in New Govindpura and
promised that the chief minis-
ter would be the chief guest
there. The complainant said
Bagga demanded Rs 5 lakh for
ensuring Kejriwal's presence at
the event, they claimed.  "As
Sachdeva did not pay the

demanded Rs 5 lakh, Bagga
refused to get Kejriwal as the
chief guest," the source claimed.

"However, Sachdeva who
had recorded the entire tele-
phonic conversation with
Bagga, handed over the same to
Kejriwal, but no action was
taken by him. Later, Sachdeva
gave the audio recording to
ACB, which registered an FIR
on March 9, 2018, under sec-
tion 7/13 of the Prevention of
Corruption Act and section
506 (criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code," the
source added.
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Amid a power tussle
between Delhi Lieutenant

Governor VK Saxena and the
AAP dispensation, the AAP
has claimed that Lt Governor’s
office has  refused to give
“timely appointment" to Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal
for a meeting saying that he is
“very busy and cannot meet
before Friday.

Sources  said that the L-G
had on Monday invited
Kejriwal for a discussion over
existing conflict over gover-
nance powers. “The CM had
immediately written back
accepting the invite and sought
an appointment on Tuesday.
However, a timely appoint-
ment was refused and Lt
Governor’s office stated that the
L-G does not have time to meet
the CM before Friday 4 PM,"
sources said.

The Lt Governor had writ-
ten to Kejriwal on Monday
inviting him for a meeting to
discuss governance-related
issues, amid differences
between the two sides. 

Kejriwal had accepted the
invitation in a letter to Saxena,
saying "I will fix up a conve-
nient time with your office." In
the letter, Kejriwal stated that
in the beginning of the L-G let-
ter, he have sarcastically men-
tioned “….you have started
taking governance in the city
seriously…” after my election
campaigns. AAP is a national
party and as its national con-

venor, I have to attend to elec-
tions campaigns in different
parts of the country.

Comparing the campaign
of AAP, Delhi CM said that the
Prime Minister, Home Minister
and many BJP Chief Ministers
like Yogi Adityanath, Shivraj
Singh, Pushkar Dhami etc were
also campaigning for their
party at that time in Gujarat
and Delhi.

The LG’s office and the
AAP government in Delhi have
often found themselves at log-
gerheads over various issues,
including the now-scrapped
excise policy. Kejriwal had ear-
lier questioned the LG over the
appointments of the presiding
officer and aldermen of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi and Haj Committee
members by him, saying if his
role as the "administrator" of
Delhi meant "bypassing" the
elected government.
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Amid a tussle with the Raj
Niwas, the Arvind Kejriwal

Government has convened a
three-day Assembly session
from January 16.

According to an order
issued by the Delhi Vidhan
Sabha, the Commencement of
the fourth part of the third ses-
sion of the Seventh Legislative
Assembly of the National
Capital Territory of Delhi. The
Members are informed that
the fourth part of the third ses-
sion of the Seventh Legislative
Assembly meeting will start
on January 16.

While allotting the days for
the Transaction of Business
during the fourth part of the
third session, it stated that the

meeting of the Legislative
Assembly was tentatively sched-
uled for January 16, 17, and 18,
2023. “The sitting of the House
can be extended if there is an
urgency of work,” the order
said.

Informing about the time
of the Assembly meeting, it stat-
ed that the meeting of the
Legislative Assembly shall com-
mence at 11.00 a.m. and shall
continue till the task is set for
does not end.  The quorum bell
will ring five minutes before the
scheduled time so that the
members may take their seats.

However, on Tuesday,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia wrote a letter to
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena requesting to
clear the appointment of the

Delhi Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC)
Chairperson urgently following
the tenure of the present DERC
Chairman lapsed. He also urged
the L-G not to send the file
directly to officers, bypassing

the elected government.
Earlier, multiple letters were

written by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal to the L-G over
the ‘illegal appointment of 10
aldermen’ in the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)

house and approving the files by
bypassing the elected govern-
ment in the national capital. On
the other hand, the L-G cleared
its stand on the appointment of
the aldermen by stating the
constitution.
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Nine people, including a 6-
year-old boy, were injured

on Tuesday after a cluster bus
rammed into a taxi and hit
pavement dwellers on Rohtak
road in central Delhi, police
said.  The injured were identi-
fied as Kala Devi (65), Sunita
(35), Aarti (30) and Aryaman
(6), Mangat Ram (60), Chand
Khan (23), Anjali and Asha
Devi -- all of whom stayed in
shanties erected on the pave-
ment. A bus passenger,
Ramesh, was also injured, they
said.

The police had earlier
inadvertently mentioned that
the child injured in the incident
was 3-year-old.  The incident
took place when the bus driver
lost control of the vehicle on
the Nangloi-Old Delhi rail-
way station route after which it
rammed into a taxi and hit the
pavement dwellers while going

towards Liberty Cinema from
Kamal T-point.

Some of the passengers,
who were inside the bus, man-
aged to get down unhurt and
left the spot after the accident,
a senior police officer said.

It is being alleged that
brakes of the offending vehicle
failed leading to the incident,
but police said a mechanical
inspection of the cluster bus is

being carried out to ascertain
if it was a technical or human
fault.

Soon after the accident, the
driver of the offending vehicle
managed to flee.  Meanwhile,
a huge crowd gathered at the
spot and some of them van-
dalised the bus.  DCP, Central,
Shweta Chauhan said all those
injured are undergoing treat-
ment at hospitals. 
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Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly, Ramvir

Singh Bidhuri on Tuesday
lashed out at the AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal and advised
him to manage his party
instead of campaigning to
defame Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena.

“Due to defiant MLAs and
councilors of AAP, it has
reached such a situation that it
could not hold power in the
Municipal Corporation even
after a month of declaration of
results,” he said.

Bidhuri alleged that by cre-
ating unnecessary controver-
sies, Kejriwal is harming the
public interest.

“Kejriwal and senior lead-
ers of his party are running a
campaign against the L-G,
while he himself knows that
there is no point in these con-
troversies. They (AAP) also
know that the right to nomi-

nate ten members of the MCD
is now with the Administrator
of Delhi that is the L-G,” he
stated.

“By exercising his right, the
L-G has not violated the
Constitution in any way, but
the AAP has done hooliganism
in the Corporation House and
harmed the Constitution and
democracy. Not only this, but
by appointing former mayor
Satya Sharma as the presiding
officer, Saxena acted according
to the constitution. The name
of Satya Sharma was suggested
by the AAP government itself
as one of the six names who
could be made the Presiding
Officer,” he claimed.
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The Delhi Government will
soon operate premium

intercity buses for commuters
travelling between the nation-
al Capital, NCR cities and
neighbouring states. The Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC)
Board has also decided provide
free charging facilities to its
employees owning electric two-
wheelers and grant its contrac-
tual staff leave on three nation-
al holidays, Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot said in the state-
ment.

In its board meeting held
recently, the DTC gave in-prin-
cipal approval to running pre-
mium buses within Delhi-
National Capital Region (NCR)
and intercity operations, the
statement said.

The DTC had been plan-
ning to introduce high quality
premium buses on longer
routes for sometime. It has
approved the running of battery

or CNG-operated premium
buses on NCR routes within
200 km, it said. For intercity bus
operations, the DTC will be
running Bharat Stage (BS) VI
buses for routes covering more
than 200 km.

"All the buses will be
equipped with CCTVs, GPS,
panic buttons and other features
providing convenient and safer
travel for long distance com-
muters," Gahlot said.

The DTC board, in order to
encourage the use of e-two
wheelers by its employees,

approved providing free charg-
ing facilities at its depots.

Additionally, the employees
will be able to avail loan from
financial institutes empanelled
by the Delhi Financial
Corporation (DFC) according
to the provisions of the Delhi
EV Policy, 2020, for buying
electric two wheelers, it said.

Delhi government is
already providing a purchase
incentive of Rs 5,000 per kWh
of battery capacity with a max-
imum incentive of Rs 30,000
per vehicle (two wheeler).
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Cold wave conditions abat-
ed in Delhi on Tuesday due

to a fresh western disturbance
affecting northwest India, even
as a dense layer of fog lowered
visibility to just 50 metres,
affecting road and rail move-
ment. As many as 100 flights
have been affected while 40
trains were delayed by an hour
to five-and-a-half hours due to
the foggy weather.

Satellite images showed a

dense layer of fog persisting
over vast swathes of north
India, extending from Punjab
to Bihar across Haryana, Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh. The
Safdarjung observatory, Delhi's
primary weather station,
recorded a minimum temper-
ature of 6.4 degrees Celsius as
against 3.8 degrees Celsius on
Monday. The maximum tem-
perature in the Capital stood at
18.7 degree Celsius, a notch
lower than the normal for this
time of the year on Tuesday.

"Cold wave conditions
have abated from the plains in
northwest India. No cold wave
is predicted in the region for
the next four days. However,
dense to very dense fog and
cold day conditions will prevail
over many parts of Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh on Wednesday and
will gradually abate thereafter,"
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said. Light
drizzle is also expected in the
capital on Thursday.
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Delhi continued to be the
top polluted city in the

country in 2022 with an annu-
al average of PM 2.5 concen-
tration 99.7 micrograms per
micrograms per cubic metre of
air. An analysis of Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB)air quality data by the
NCAP (National Clean Air
Programme) tracker showed
that PM2.5 pollution in the
national capital has reduced by
over 7 per cent in four years,
from 108 micrograms per cubic
metre in 2019 to 99.71 micro-
grams per cubic metre in 2022.

The analysis, which has
been released Tuesday to mark
four years of the launch of the
NCAP by the Centre, has
found that some of the top pol-
luted non-attainment cities in
2019 have marginally improved
their PM 2.5 and PM 10 levels
but continue to breach CPCB’s
standards. However, it still

remains way below the desired
level.

NCAP Tracker is a joint
project of news portal Carbon
Copy and a Maharashtra-based
start-up 'Respirer Living
Sciences' and is designed to
track India's progress in achiev-
ing clean air targets. The Centre
launched NCAP on January 10,
2019 to reduce PM2.5 and
PM10 levels in 102 cities by 20
per cent to 30 per cent by 2024
(with 2017 being the base
year).  Some more cities were
added to the list, while some
were dropped subsequently.

Now there are 131 cities
which are called non-attain-
ment cities, as they did not
meet the national ambient air
quality standards (NAAQS)
for the period of 2011-15 under
the National Air Quality
Monitoring Programme In
September 2022, the govern-
ment set a new target of a 40
per cent reduction in particu-
late matter concentration by
2026.

The top four cities with the
highest PM2.5 are Delhi and
NCR cities and the top nine are
from across the Indo-Gangetic

plains, the data showed.
Among the most polluted

cities with respect to PM2.5
levels, Delhi (99.71 micro-
grams per cubic metre) ranked
first, Haryana's Faridabad

(95.64 micrograms per cubic
metre) ranked second and
Uttar Pradesh's Ghaziabad
(91.25 micrograms per cubic
metre) third, according to the
analysis of CPCB data.
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Boosting India’s military
preparedness, especially
on the borders facing

China, the Government on
Tuesday gave the go ahead for
three proposals for acquisition of
weapons worth Rs 4,276 crore.
While two proposals are for the
Army, the third is for the Navy.

The nod was given by the
Defence Acquisition Council
(DAC) here in a meeting head-
ed by Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh. The DAC is the apex
body for approving proposals for
the three Services. The final

decision is taken by the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS).

Giving details of the DAC,
officials said later all the three
proposals are under the Buy
Indian category.

In an effort to shore up the
air defence systems all along the
Line of Actual Control(LAC)fac-
ing China, the apex body cleared
the proposal for procurement of
VSHORAD (IR Homing) mis-
sile system under design and
development by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation(DRDO).

In view of the recent devel-
opments along the Northern
borders(China) there is a need

to focus on effective Air Defence
(AD) weapon systems which are
man portable and can be
deployed quickly in rugged ter-
rain and maritime domain.
Procurement of VSHORAD, as
a robust and quickly deployable
system, will strengthen the Air
Defence capabilities, officials
said.

The DAC also accorded
approval for procurement of
HELINA Anti-Tank Guided
Missiles, launchers and associ-
ated support equipment which
will be integrated to the
Advanced Light Helicopter
(ALH). This missile is an essen-
tial part of weaponisation of the
ALH for countering enemy
threat. Its induction will
strengthen the offensive capa-
bility of Indian Army.

Adding to the firepower of
the Navy, the DAC approved
procurement of Brahmos
Launcher and Fire Control
System (FCS) for the Shivalik
class of ships and Next
Generation Missile Vessels
(NGMVs). 

With their induction, these
ships will have enhanced capa-
bility of carrying out maritime
strike operations, interdicting
and destroying enemy’s warships
and merchant vessels.

�2,�����/�����5���������/
�����������	��6�78*���
1$��$� �� ���%����&)*/%��
��)��"��J:�)��"���A#���!��)

����		���	����	����	�� 
��
�����=:�
���'('

The Army Day parade on
January 15 this year will be

held in Bengaluru and this is the
first time the event is taking
place outside the national
Capital.  Army Chief General
Manoj Pande will take the salute
at the 75th Army Day parade.

The IAF last year held the
Air Force Day on October 8 in
Chandigarh.  It was for the first
time the parade was held outside
the national Capital.

Karnataka became the first
State to host this mega nation-
al event for the first time outside
Delhi, Parade Commander
Major General Ravi Murugan
told reporters in Bengaluru.
The first Army Chief Major
General K M Cariappa took
command of the Indian Army
from General Sir Francis Roy
Bucher, the last British
Commander-in-Chief in 1949

on January 15 thus becoming
the first Indian Commander-in-
Chief post-independence.

The programme will start
with laying a wreath by the
Army chief at the Madras Engi-
neering War Memorial as trib-
ute to those who made sacrifices
for the nation, Murugan said.

The parade will witness
eight contingents including a
mounted contingent from the
Army Service Corps and a mil-
itary band comprising five reg-
imental bands, he said.

The parade will be sup-
ported by a fly-past of Army avi-
ation Dhruv and Rudra heli-
copters. In addition, various
weapon systems held in the
Army's inventory will be on dis-
play. They include K9 Vajra
self-propelled guns, Pinaka rock-
ets, T-90 tanks, BMP-2 Infantry

Fighting Vehicle, Tunguska Air
Defence System, 155mm Bofors
guns, light strike vehicles, Swathi
Radar and different assault
bridges, the Parade Commander
said.

The Army has invited peo-
ple from all walks of life includ-
ing students from schools, col-
leges, National Cadet
Corps(NCC) and children from
orphanages. Over 8,000 civilians
have witnessed the parade dur-
ing the pre-event displays thus
far, Murugan said.

A high tea on January 14 has
been planned in which Karna-
taka Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot will be the chief guest, he
said adding a military tattoo pro-
gramme has also been organised
on January 15 which Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh will
attend.
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The Congress on Tuesday
alleged that the number of

people renouncing Indian citi-
zenship has risen considerably
during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's 'Amrit Kaal' — from a
daily average of 354 in 2014 to
448 in 2021 and 604 in 2022. It
blamed the BJP Government's
"failure" in providing jobs and
growth opportunities among
other things, for the exodus.  

AICC spokesperson Gourav
Vallabh said people have realised
that 'Acche Din' (good days) will
come for Indians only abroad in
the Modi regime and that is why
they are leaving the country after
renouncing their citizenship.

Vallabh said a large number
of people giving up citizenship
were High Net Worth Indi-
viduals (HNWI). In 2022, he
claimed, around 7,000 such
people who renounced citizen-
ship last year had an annual
income of more than Rs 8 crore. 

“In 2014, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) data
showed 1,29,328 renounced
Indian citizenship while in 2021,
it was 1,63,370. In 2022, till
October 31, such cases were
1,83,741,” Vallabh said address-
ing a Press conference.  He said
if the country’s global ranking
from hunger to happiness is
falling and is consistently low,

then this is bound to happen.
He said Modi had promised

'Ache Din' (Good Days) but it
has now become clear that these
are not for Indians. "You have
noted that on an average over
600 people are giving up Indian
citizenship in this 'Amrit Kaal'.
Average number of Indians per
day giving up their citizenship
has grown by 1.7 times from
2014 to 2022."

Vallabh said rising unem-
ployment, low GDP growth
opportunities, rising poverty
and hunger, widening gender
disparity, and sliding press free-
dom were among the reasons for
people renouncing citizenship.

He asked Modi to respond
why more than 600 people
renounce citizenship on a daily
basis. "He has to answer why the
number of Indians giving up
Indian Citizenship in the last 8
years increased to 1.7 times?
Why is Acche Din not coming
to India for Indians? When will
the Prime Minister do a Mann
ki Baat on this?" he said.

The Congress said the twin
shocks of demonetisation and
"flawed" GST led the growth on
a downslide and it was aggra-
vated with the pandemic. He
said poverty has been rising in
the country and cited the report
by United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and
University of Oxford which put
the poor in India at 22.89 crore.
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The composition of gut
microbiota and the metabo-

lites they produce can predict the
trajectory of respiratory function
and death in patients with severe
Covid-19, suggesting that the gut
microbiome has important links
to lung health and presents an
opportunity to prevent the worst
outcomes. The study is pub-
lished in Nature Communi-
cations

According to Bhakti Patel, a
pulmonary and critical care
specialist at the University of
Chicago Medicine, differences in
gut microbiome are linked to
increase in risk of death in

Covid-19 patients with respira-
tory failure.

The findings could open a
window for giving patients pro-
biotic treatments containing the

right strains of bacteria to pro-
duce protective metabolites.

One of the most troubling
things during the pandemic
was seeing patients who were

relatively healthy come into the
ICU and have completely dif-
ferent outcomes. Some died,
some ultimately recovered, and
many recovered but were left
with lasting complications.

“This tells me there is some-
thing else going on, and this
study shows that there was
some interaction between their
microbiome health and how
they recovered from their infec-
tion,” said Patel in the paper.

Eric Pamer, the Donald F.
Steiner Professor of Medicine
and Director of the UChicago’s
Duchossois Family Institute
(DFI), said the careful timing of
sample collection was critical.

The DFI’s core facilities
detected several notable differ-

ences in the composition of the
microbiome and metabolic
products among these patients.

Patients who suffered pro-
gressive lung failure and died
had more of a group of bacteria
called proteobacteria than
patients who recovered. These
patients also had lower levels of
secondary bile acids, and less of
a metabolite called “desamino-
tyrosine”.

Conversely, the patients who
improved had higher levels of
secondary bile acids and more
“desaminotyrosine”. It’s still too
early to tell, but according to
Pamer, the microbiome and the
metabolites contribute to recov-
ery from severe respiratory
infection.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused urgent

hearing of a plea seeking the
court's intervention to declare
the crisis in Uttarakhand's
Joshimath a national disaster,
saying there are “democratical-
ly elected institutions” to deal
with the situation and all impor-
tant matters should not come to
it. A bench of Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud and Justice P S
Narasimha listed the plea of
Swami Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati of Joshimath for hear-
ing on January 16. 

Advocate Parmeshwar Nath
Mishra, appearing for the
Swami, mentioned the plea and
sought its urgent listing for
Wednesday. “Everything im-
portant need not come to us.
There are democratically elect-
ed institutions to look into it. We
will list it on January 16,” the CJI
said. The lawyer had mentioned
the plea also on Monday for
urgent listing.  "Mention again
on Tuesday after following the
due process when your matter is
in the mentioning list," the
bench had said. 
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday sought the stand of

the Centre on a plea seeking sale
and marketing of coronary
stents in the country only after
submission of adequate sup-
porting clinical studies.  A
Bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and
Subramonium Prasad issued
notice to the Centre and the
National Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA) on a public
interest litigation by Mayank
Kshirsagar. 

The petitioner, an advocate,
said in his plea that currently
cardiac stents are allowed to be
manufactured, imported and

sold “without or with negligible
supporting clinical study” and,
in the interest of public health,
the Centre should develop a
robust mechanism for approval
of these devices similar to Food
& Drugs Administration in the
US. 

The plea highlighted that
cardiovascular diseases account-
ed for 1.79 crore deaths in 2019
in India, out of which 1.52
crore people died of heart attack
and stroke, and adequate access
to appropriate drug-eluting
stents (DES) is essential to save
lives.  “At present cardiac stents/
coronary stents are allowed to be
manufactured/imported and
sold, without or with negligible
supporting clinical study and
data, and merely based on pred-
icate (device/literature), sub-
mitted by the manufacturer/
importer,” the plea filed through
lawyer Tushar Singh said.        

The plea said the right to life
under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India includes
the right to all reasonable health
facilities.
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The 83rd All-India Presiding
Officers' Conference

(AIPOC), the biggest gathering
of the Presiding Officers of the
country's legislative bodies, will
begin in the Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly from
Wednesday. Vice-President and
Chairman, Rajya Sabha Jagdeep
Dhankhar will inaugurate this
mega event, chaired by Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla. 

During the two-day con-
ference, Presiding Officers of
Legislative Assemblies and
Legislative Councils from all
over the country will brainstorm
on various matters ranging from
India's leadership of the G-20 to
harmonious relations between
the legislature and the judiciary. 

Earlier on Tuesday evening,
in a meeting of the Standing
Committee under the chair-
manship of Lok Sabha Speaker,
a detailed discussion was held
regarding the agenda of the
Conference.
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BJP president JP Nadda on
Tuesday went into a long

huddle with party national gen-
eral secretaries to deliberate on
the forthcoming BJP national
executive conclave, India host-
ing the G20 and the Assembly
polls in about a dozen States in
the run up to the 2024 General
Elections.

They also discussed the
party's ongoing organisational
exercise for the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, including the 'Lok Sabha
Prawas' exercise aimed at bright-
ening its prospects in 160 seats
where it has been traditionally
weak.

Party sources said the
national executive, which is
scheduled for January 16-17 in
the national capital, may have
three resolutions to cover polit-

ical, economic and foreign pol-
icy issues while stressing that
nothing has been finalised yet.

The party will go all out to
promote G20 events amid the
opposition's attempts to play
down India's presidency of the
elite grouping by pointing out
that it came to the country by
rotation and was not a govern-
ment's achievement.

"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has often emphasised that
India's presidency of the bloc
belongs to the nation and not to
the party. He has stressed on
using the opportunity to show-
case the country's heritage and
cultural riches. The BJP will go
out to mobilise people," a BJP
leader said.

BJP vice president Baijayant
Jay Panda will coordinate the
organisational exercise related to
G20. India has planned around

200 events across 56 cities in the
run up to the G20 summit in
September.

Political observers believe
that the ruling BJP will leverage
the global profile associated
with the event for electoral gains
as it works to retain yet anoth-
er term at the Centre.

Around 350 senior leaders,
including Modi and other big-
wigs, will attend the executive
meeting.              Amid the strong
possibility of Nadda's term being
extended beyond the three years
of tenure for a party president,
sources said it is a practice for the
incumbent to continue in the
position till fresh elections are
conducted. Only the
Parliamentary Board, the apex
organisational body of the BJP,
can take any decision related to
the national president, they
added.
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The Enforcement Directorate
on Tuesday said it has con-

ducted searches in the case of
Abhay Kant Pathak, erstwhile
Indian Forest Service (IFoS) of
1987-batch, Odisha cadre and
seized a BMW-620D GT (luxu-
ry car worth Rs 74.22 lakh) on
money laundering charges.

Pathak was working in the
capacity of Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest,
Plan, Programme and Affore-
station, Odisha Government.

“During investigation being
conducted under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), it was revealed that
Akash Kumar Pathak, had sur-
reptitiously attempted to sell
the said BMW car to a resident
of Belagavi, Karnataka who was
a dealer of old cars, working in
Mumbai,” the ED said in a
statement.

The ED had initiated inves-
tigation under PMLA on the
basis of an FIR registered by the
Vigilance Cell police station,
Cuttack for disproportionate
assets (DA) amounting to Rs
9,35,42,594 held by Pathak and
his family members, it said.

It was further revealed that
seven other FIRs and charge-
sheets registered by Odisha
Police involving Pathak for
allegedly duping the gullible
people in the name of providing
jobs in Tata Motors.

Earlier, the ED had carried
out search operation on
December 3, 2021 under PMLA
at the residence of Pathak situ-
ated at Flat No. 101, Viswanath
Villa, Vivekananda Marg,
Bhubaneswar which resulted
into seizure of a Tata Harrier car
worth Rs 15 Lakhs along with
various incriminating docu-
ments/evidence (which was con-
firmed by the Adjudicating
Authority).

Subsequently, the ED has
also issued a Provisional Atta-
chment Order against Abhay
Kant Pathak and others, and
attached properties worth Rs
29.83 lakh belonging to them.
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The CBI on Tuesday filed a
chargesheet against a

Prayagraj resident Mohammad
Zaki for alleged sexual abuse of
girls and posting photos and
videos of it on social media plat-
forms, including Instagram to
make quick money.

In its chargesheet filed
before a special court in
Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh, the
agency has alleged that
Mohammed Zaki, an electrician,
sexually exploited at least four
girls in the age group of 6-14
years and shared the child abuse
material on social media plat-
forms, including Instagram.

“The role of the accused was
allegedly found in different acts

such as aggravated sexual abuse
& using child for pornographic
purposes,” the CBI alleged in its
chargesheet.

A case was registered by the
CBI on December 27, 2021
against the accused on an
Interpol reference received from
National Central Bureau, Ottawa
(Canada) on the allegations that
an Indian Instagram ID user was
involved in sharing of Child
Sexual Abuse Material over
social media platform.

The agency further said,
“During investigation, including
analysis of data of electronic
devices recovered from the pos-
session of the accused, it was
found that the accused was
involved in sexual abuse of
minor girls. It was also revealed
that he was sharing photographs
and videos of sexual exploitation
of the victims on social media
platforms. CBI identified four
minor victims (girls) who had
allegedly been sexually exploit-
ed by the accused.”

The accused was earlier
arrested and is presently in judi-
cial custody.
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The fierce political dogfight
between the ruling

Trinamool Congress and the
Opposition parties reached the
precincts of Calcutta High
Court with the pro-TMC
lawyers continuing to boycott
the court of Justice Rajashekhar
Mantha for the second day on
Tuesday even as the Judge
went on to initiate suo motu
proceeding of criminal con-
tempt against the unruly
lawyers who raised slogans
and jammed the entrance of
the court room preventing
rival faction of advocates to
conduct their business.

A number of ruling party
leaders had been publicly ques-
tioning the role of a set of High
Court Judges including Justice
Mantha who had been hearing

cases related to TMC national
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee and Justice Abhijit
Ganguly who had ordered CBI
and ED investigations into
teachers’ recruitment scams.

The Bengal ruling outfit
had been apparently angry
with the Judge while hearing a
money laundering case had
passed some orders that
allegedly went against Maneka
Gambhir the sister-in-law of
Abhishek Banerjee. The Judge

had also stayed police action on
26 FIRs registered against
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari.

Things reached a flash-
point when scores of posters
depicting the Judge in question
were pasted inside the court
premises and also outside his
house. The posters depicted the
Judge and a couple of Union
ministers in the same frame
and described him as a “dis-
grace in the name of judiciary.”
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Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on

Tuesday attacked the BJP over
protests by Kashmiri Pandit
employees, alleging that the
saffron party's "use, discard
and betray" policy is respon-
sible for their plight.

"Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees are protesting for over
245+ days, demanding their
'right to life' & 'relocation'.
Their salaries are being with-
held for months and their
security is being compro-

mised," Kharge said in a tweet.
"BJP's 'use, discard &

betray' policy is responsible
for their plight," he said.

Rahul Bhat, a Kashmiri
Pandit employee, was shot
dead by terrorists inside his
office at Chadoora in Budgam
district  of  Jammu and
Kashmir in May last year.
The killing had sparked off
protests by Kashmiri Pandit
employees who refused to
return to work.

A group of protesting
employees had also left the
Valley and demonstrated in

Jammu, demanding that they
be relocated outside the Valley
till the security situation
improved there.

Though the J&K admin-
istration agreed to look into
most of the demands of the
Kashmiri Pandits, it report-
edly "refused" to relocate them
out of Kashmir. It further
hardened its stand against the
protesting employees and
"stopped" salaries of those
who did not return to work.

However,  Divisional
Commissioner,  Kashmir,
Pandurang Kundbarao Pole,

had said last week that a
majority of Kashmiri Pandit

employees have returned to
work.
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People's Democratic Party chief
Mehbooba Mufti on Tuesday urged

Ladakhis to stand with the people of
Jammu and Kashmir for a collective
struggle to safeguard their unique iden-
tities and interests.

The former Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister was reacting to reports
that Ladakhi leaders had unanimously
opted out of the high-powered com-
mittee formed by the Union Home
Ministry to address their demands,

which include granting statehood to
Ladakh.

"Urge my Ladakhi brothers & sis-
ters to stand with us in our collective

fight & struggle for safeguarding our
unique identity & interests. For the past
three years, a vicious propaganda has
been unleashed to create fissures
between J&K & Ladakh," Mehbooba
said in a series of tweets.

"Relieved that people of Ladakh
finally realise that their interests & iden-
tity can be saved only if they unite with
J&K. They've finally called off GOIs
bluff & disinterest in granting them
statehood & protecting their resources.

"It's time we recognise that our
struggle will reap dividends only if we

stand united," she added. 
Mehbooba said the decision of

Ladakhi leaders to stay away from the
panel did not augur well for the Centre
as it went against the claim that scrap-
ping Jammu and Kashmir's special
status was acceptable to people of the
erstwhile state.

"This certainly doesn't bode well for
GOI especially amidst a border stand-
off with China & also demolishes their
lies that 5th August was beneficial or
acceptable for people of J&K including
Ladakh," she said.
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The Supreme Court Tuesday pulled up the
Centre for pursuing its curative plea seek-

ing an additional Rs 7,844 crore from succes-
sor firms of Union Carbide Corporation (UCC)
for giving compensation to the victims of the
Bhopal gas tragedy, saying the court is bound
by 'maryada' of jurisdiction and the government
cannot reopen a settlement arrived at with the
company after over 30 years.

Observing that populism cannot be a basis
for judicial review, the apex court said it does
not look good in a globalised world that even
if you have settled something with the govern-
ment of India it can be reopened at a later stage.

Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul, who headed the
five-judge Constitution bench, said, "Courts are
not averse to extending the envelope to exercise
jurisdiction. But it all depends on the jurisdic-
tion you are dealing with.

"If I am sitting in Article 226 jurisdiction,
I would certainly not hesitate to mould the relief
wherever required. In a suit, I will be more con-
strained and here we are in curative. There is
'maryada' in the jurisdiction. We as judges are

bound by 'Maryada' (limit) of jurisdiction."
The bench, also comprising Justices Sanjeev

Khanna, Abhay S Oka, Vikram Nath and JK
Maheshwari, told Attorney General R
Venkataramani, showed its clear disinclination
about reopening the contentious issue.

"The court is not going to step into some-
thing which is not permissible and open the pan-
dora box. There was a settlement which was
arrived at between the parties and the court has
approved it. Now in curative jurisdiction, we
cannot reopen that settlement. Our decision in
one case will have wide ramification. You need
to understand to what extent curative jurisdic-
tion can be invoked," the bench said.
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Three days after arresting
two ISIS terror moles in

Howrah the Special Task Force
of Bengal Police has arrested a
third one from Khandwa in
Madhya Pradesh. The accused,

identified
as Abdul
R a q i b
Q u re sh i ,
was appre-
hended on
M o n d a y
n i g h t .
“Based on

the inputs from Md Saddam
and Syed Ahmed the two IS
linkmen arrested from Howrah
on January 7 the STF arrested
an important link of the terror
module from Khandwa in
Madhya Pradesh,” sources said
adding incriminating evidences
have been recovered from
them.
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Former ICICI Bank CEO
and MD Chanda Kochhar

and her husband Deepak
Kochhar were released from jail
on Tuesday morning, a day
after the Bombay High Court
granted them interim bail in a
loan fraud case, a police official
said.

Chanda Kochhar walked
out of the Byculla women's
prison in Mumbai, while her
husband was released from
the Arthur Road jail, the offi-
cial said.

The CBI arrested Kochhars
on December 23, 2022 in con-
nection with the Videocon-
ICICI Bank loan case.

The couple had filed peti-
tions in the Bombay High
Court challenging their arrest,
terming it as illegal and arbi-
trary. 

������	7�������
�%�����	�����
����	&�����

�
�������
����� ����'

In the run up to the Republic
Day celebrations, the Indian

Army has been kept in a state
of 'high alert' to prevent any
'misadventure' by the Pakistan
Army supported terrorist han-
dlers from across the line of
control in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Taking advantage of the
adverse weather conditions
the Border Action team, which
generally comprises special
forces personnel of the
Pakistan army and some ter-
rorists, has in the past target-
ed forward Indian positions
and even attempted beheading
of the Indian soldiers to pro-
voke a strong reaction during
the same period.

So far the Indian army has
already foiled two major infil-
tration bids in the Krishna

Ghati and Balakote sectors of
Poonch in the last two weeks.  

On January 7, two heavily
armed infiltrators were neu-
tralized along the line of con-
trol in Balakote sector of
Poonch.

Meanwhile, to boost the
morale of the troops deployed
on ground zero newly appoint-
ed General Officer
Commanding (GOC) Nagrota-
based 16 Corps Lt Gen
Sandeep Jain Monday visited
forward areas in Pallanwalla
sector along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Akhnoor area to take
stock of the  prevailing situation
and operational preparedness
of the troops.

Lt Gen Jain also interact-
ed with field commanders and
jawans deployed on duty. The
field commanders gave him
detailed briefing on the situa-
tion in Pallanwalla sector.

In the frontier districts of
Rajouri and Poonch, the
Indian army is not taking any
chances and maintaining a
tight vigil on the suspicious
movement of infiltrators close
to the line of control. 

According to field reports,
the army has been keeping a
close eye on the cross LoC
activities especially along the
possible routes of infiltration.

Following heavy snowfall in
the upper reaches of North
Kashmir the terrorist handlers
try and push small groups of
infiltrators via Rajouri and
Poonch sectors.

The Indian army, accord-
ing to ground reports, has
already increased the frequen-
cy of long range foot patrols to
ensure maximum area domi-
nation.
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In a first-of-its-kind cross-sec-
tional mixed-method study,

the Centre for Catalysing
Change (C3) has published a
paper titled ‘Spousal Support
and Work Performance during
Covid-19 among Elected
Women Representatives
(EWRs) in Rural Bihar, India’. 

It surveyed 1338 EWRs
with an in-depth interview
with 31 EWRs. This study,
specific to EWRs from vil-
lages in 10 Bihar districts,
investigates the importance of
spousal support and its impact
on EWRs’ work performance.
The study highlights the
importance of husbands’ help
and support in strengthening
an EWRs’ output at work and
sheds light on the importance
of gender role changes - specif-

ically, the shift of domestic
labour responsibilities from
women to men - to empower
women in the workplace. 

The study found that 76
per cent of EWRs received
help from their husbands with
their official work, while 39 per
cent of them received help
with domestic labour.
Furthermore, the study found
that the support from EWRs’

husbands increased for domes-
tic chores after the workload of
the ERWs went up (which
went up by 46.3 percent since
the pandemic). 

This, in turn, aided the
ERWs to perform their role
more effectively, including
arranging necessary services
during the pandemic.
Ultimately, this resulted in a
firmer belief in themselves to
make an impact as ERWs. In
addition, it was observed that
ERWs’ husbands were most
supportive when it came to
intervening in cases of domes-
tic violence against women.

These findings suggest that
when husbands take on a more
significant share of domestic
chores, it frees up time for
ERWs to participate in work-
related activities and help them
take on leadership roles in
their communities.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the

National Youth Festival in
Karnataka's Hubbali on
Thursday, an event that is
being held on the National
Youth Day which is celebrated
on the birth anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda to honour
his ideals, teachings and con-
tributions.

"Prime Minister Modi will
inaugurate the 26th National
Youth Festival in Hubbali at
around 4 pm," a statement
released by the Prime
Minister's Office said.

The National Youth
Festival is held every year to
provide exposure to talented
youth at the national level and
galvanise them towards nation-
building.

It brings diverse cultures
from all parts of the country on
a common platform and unites
the participants in the spirit of
'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat'.

This year, the festival is
being held in Hubballi-
Dharwad in Karnataka from
January 12-16, with the theme
being "Viksit Yuva--Viksit
Bharat".

The Festival will witness
Youth Summit, which will wit-
ness plenary discussions on five
themes stemming from G20
and Y20 events -- Future of
work, Industry, Innovation and
21st Century Skills; Climate
change and disaster risk reduc-
tion; Peace building and
Reconciliation; Shared future-
youth in democracy and gov-
ernance; and Health and Well-
being, according to the state-
ment.

The Summit will witness
participation of more than 60
eminent experts. Several com-
petitive and non-competitive
events will also be held.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday

arrested a major logistics
provider in terrorist- gangster
nexus case, Chhotu Ram Bhaat
of Sirsa, Haryana.

He was the key logistics
provider to the gangsters. He
was acting as a weapons sup-
plier and was also providing
hideouts to the gangsters of
Bambiha group before and
after the crimes, the NIA said
in a statement.

On December 21 last year,
the NIA conducted searches at
two locations in Sirsa, Haryana
(including the house of
Chhotu Bhaat in Chautala vil-
lage) to dismantle and disrupt
the emerging nexus between
terrorists, gangsters and

weapon suppliers based in
India and abroad, it said.

A few of the most desper-
ate gang leaders and their
associates based in India and
abroad, who are spearheading
and carrying out such terror
and criminal activities were
identified and booked in two
cases registered by the NIA in
August, 2022.

This is part of the NIA
crackdown on top gangsters

and their weapons suppliers
based in Haryana and Punjab.

“The arrest is aimed at dis-
mantling the illegal arms sup-
port infrastructure, apart from
the hideouts of absconders of
the Bambiha led terror-crim-
inal syndicate. They were tak-
ing advantage of the border
location of their hideout with
Punjab. Further, investigations
will continue to dismantle
such terror networks as well as
their funding and support
infrastructure,” the agency
said.

The NIA investigation is
aimed at identifying critical
elements of the support infra-
structure of the terror-crimi-
nal syndicate and subse-
quently, taking decisive action
against those involved, it
added. 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday prohibited "frag-

mentation or apartmentaliza-
tion" of residential units in
phase-I of Chandigarh, saying
it will injure the "lungs" of the
city as conceptualised by French
architect Le Corbusier who had
designed it.

While appealing to the leg-
islature, the executive and pol-
icy makers at the Centre and
states to make necessary provi-
sion for carrying out environ-
mental impact assessment stud-
ies before permitting urban
development, the apex court
said it is necessary that a prop-
er balance is struck between sus-
tainable development and envi-
ronmental protection.

The top court noted that
Chandigarh was made a Union
Territory (UT) and became the
capital for the states of Punjab
and Haryana. The city, it said,
was developed in two phases -
- phase--I having sectors 1 to 30
and phase--II having sectors 31
to 47. A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and B V Nagarathna
slammed the Chandigarh
administration for "blindly sanc-
tioning" building plans and said
it is apparent from them that
they are in effect converting one
dwelling unit into three apart-
ments.                

"Such a haphazard growth
may adversely affect the heritage
status of phase--I of Chandigarh
which is sought to be inscribed
as a UNESCO's heritage city,"
the bench said in its 131-page

verdict. The top court delivered
its judgement on the appeals
challenging the November 2021
verdict of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court which
had held that there was no pro-
vision under the Capital of
Punjab (Development and
Regulations) Act, 1952, or the
Rules framed thereunder gov-

erning transfer of shares in
relation to a site or building
whether owned singly or under
joint ownership.

The high court had also
held that sale of shares out of a
building or site by the allottee or
transferee was not barred and
was permissible under the gen-
eral civil law.
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Sir — As per the report, it is depressing
to note that the unemployment rate in the
country reached 8.30 percent in
December 2022, the highest over the last
16 months. In urban areas, the unemploy-
ment rate exceeded 10 percent. The num-
ber of people looking for jobs last month
increased to 40.48 percent, the largest in
2022, reported the Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy. The demand for jobs far
exceeds its supply. The unemployment
situation is alarming, especially during
the current peak season of the Indian
economy. This is despite a projected seven
percent economic growth for fiscal 2022-
23. The growing unemployment level
suggests that economic growth is not
reflected in employment growth. The
main reason that India’s increasing
imports are eating into local jobs.
Imports help jobs flourish in exporting

countries at the cost of importing nations.
This fiscal, India’s export growth has been
extremely sluggish despite the falling
value of the Rupee. The government’s tra-
ditional explanation that India’s high
import bill is on account of petroleum is
unacceptable. The country is indeed 
86 per cent import dependent on crude
oil. Yet, in 2021-22, crude oil 
accounted for less than 20 percent of the
total import bill. Over 70 percent of
India’s imports are in the non-oil group.
At a time when the world trade growth
is downward and almost every country
is struggling to raise exports to keep its
labour force employed, India is going
gung-ho about imports with little concern
if they are being.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — First of all, BJP is not a communal
party. Akhilesh Yadav has been basking
on minority polarization. He did not raise
a word against the same even once dur-
ing his campaign. He enjoyed the minor-
ity polarization. Then Samajwadi Party
should be a communal party number one.
But the opposition considers themselves
secular and not communal. BJP is able to
win with this ideology. When a party sup-
ports the cause of Hindus the opposition
considers that party communal. Their
view of ‘communal’ is lopsided.

Since they have been losing election
after election, these parties have been
referring to BJP as communal, only to
belittle the party. People are aware of the
mindset of these opposition parties.
They have been watching these 
opposition parties and understand their
game plan. Whatever they say is garbage
that people have understood. They see
BJP as a progressive, developmental-ori-
ented, and nationalist party. Hence has
been supporting BJP. Thus, casting a com-
munal card is not causing electoral
upsets and the votes continue to pour in
for BJP.

CK Jayanthi Maniam | Mumbai
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Sir — BJP leader Subramanian Swamy
withdrew from the Supreme Court his
2013 plea seeking the quashing of an
alliance between Jet Airways and the Abu
Dhabi-based Etihad Airways. The Bench
then remarked in a lighter vein, "We do
not know who is responsible for that." 

Taking note of his submissions, the
top court allowed Mr. Swamy withdrew
his plea. Je Airlines could not withstand
the cost increase for aviation fuel and thus
was forced to close down and revival
efforts are not forthcoming. A number of
employees lost jobs as well as their pay
pack in the aftermath. The attempt by
Naresh Goyal, ex-chairman to run away
from India to escape punishment if any
was foiled by the Indian Government.
Rest is history now.

Akhilesh Krishnan | Trichy
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SOUNDBITE

Yadav, Janata Samajwadi Party
Nepal (12), Rabi Lamichhane
RSP (21), Resham Chaudhary
Nagarik Unmukti Party (3),
CK Raut Janmat Party (5)
and several independents
claiming 166 seats. It was this
grand coalition that Rana
attempted to fracture after
Prachanda and six ministers
had been sworn in on 26
December. In a last-ditch
attempt on the week-end
before Prachanda’s vote of
confidence Tuesday (10 Jan)
NC offered one year each as
Prime Minister to Lingden and
the suspended in-animation
CPN (United Socialists) of
Madhav Nepal (10 seats). NC
made a similar offer to
Lamichhane who said he was
already deputy prime minister
and home minister. An offer
was made to Yadav (JSP-N) of
Deputy prime minister and
home minister and election to
the House within six months.
When Lingden refused the
offer after Oli’s intervention the
operation was aborted as arith-
metic to disrupt the confidence
vote did not work out.
Otherwise, as leader of the sin-
gle largest party, Deuba could
have been invited by President
Bidya Debi Bhandari to form
the government.

The RPP and JSP(N)
agreed to support the vote of
confidence last Saturday after
the Common Minimum

Programme prepared by
Prachanda was handed over to
a high-level political mecha-
nism led by Oli. It was not easy
for Prachanda to accommo-
date the political demands
and ambitions of a coalition as
bizarre as the one that won the
vote of confidence. Third-
time Prime Minister
Prachanda is no novice in
successfully managing con-
tradictions, He learned the
tricks on the job as Prime
Minister. 

President Bhandari’s term
expires in March. CPN (UML
) will take the posts of
President and Speaker. The
name of former Speaker
Subhash Nembang is doing the
rounds for President though
there is a minor domestic
glitch. Had Madhav Nepal
joined the Oli coalition it
would have been a home-
coming - like Prachanda’s
return - and a possible shot at
the presidency. The agree-
ment has also been reached
within the winning coalition of
government formation in the
provinces. Of the seven
provinces, ( CPN UML) has
bagged four chief ministers in
provinces 1, 4, 5, and 7. In
Number 7 province no gov-
ernment can be formed with-
out the redoubtable Resham
Chaudhary, Maoists will form
government in No 3 and No 6
provinces. Ironically, in the No

3 province, no govt formation
is possible without RPP. Anti-
monarchists will cohabit with
staunch supporters of Panch
Sarkar, In no 2 provinces, only
Madhes Pradesh, JSP (N), and
Janmat Party will share chief
ministership. 

Making the best of a bad
job NC Alliance with India’s
prodding supported
Prachanda in yesterday’s trust
vote in unity and also magna-
nimity in adversity by the
party with the largest mandate
of the people. They will sit in
the opposition with undecid-
ed Mr. Nepal and another
dwindling Madheshi party,
Loktantrik Samajwadi, led by
the aging Mahanta Thakur (4
seats). Having missed power
by a whisker, NC can claim it
has stuck to democratic poli-
ty and principles and not
chased power. Within sec-
tions of NC, the view is differ-
ent. As for Prachanda, his
third innings is fraught with
the unknown. But at least for
the next year, a vote of no con-
fidence is inadmissible in
Parliament. But the threat to
Prachanda is from within.

(The writer, a retired Lt
Gen, was Commander, IPKF
South, Sri Lanka, & founder

member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the

Integrated Defence Staff;
views expressed are 

personal)

��(����
	
�������

:��
(��9���
��	��
	��

��

�
�
9����	��
�6
����(
��
	

6�(��	��

�
	��

-(���
9��

�������������	��

���	�
����	���

Never before in the
history of Nepali
politics has a con-
victed politician
been visited in

Kathmandu’s jail by a parade of
luminaries like former Prime
Minister Madhav Nepal, Nepali
Congress stalwart Arzu Rana
(wife of former Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba), emissaries
of Prime Minister Prachanda
and many others. Resham
Chaudhary of the Nagarik
Unmukti Party is in jail for life for
inciting fellow Tharus in the
killing of seven policemen in 2015
at Tikapur (No 7 province). To
obtain his party’s support (three
seats) now run by his wife and
father, leaders have promised to
get his release by ordinance.
Everyone knows that will not hap-
pen. But such was the desperation
of the two primary coalitions led
by NC and CPN(UML) and
Prachanda especially to add
weight to his 32 seats in order to
cobble together 138 seats to form
the government.

Never before has a single
biggest NC- Deuba-led coalition
that included Prachanda snatched
defeat from the jaws of victory.
Clearly, Deuba underestimated
the awesome Prachanda who
undauntingly led the revolution
against the state and monarchy.
An ambitious Deuba (89 seats)
wishing to be Prime Minister a
sixth time (astrologers have pre-
dicted he will be PM seven
times), refused to yield the first
premiership to Prachanda with
just 32 seats in a power-sharing
agreement that has become the
new normal in Nepal. The doubt-
ful locus standi of such agree-
ments and their non-implemen-
tation have led to bad blood and
revolt. Prachanda, who had done
his math and sent adequate sig-
nals to Deuba, immediately
walked out of Baluwatar to
Balakot to join the CPN(UML)
alliance of former Prime Minister
KP Oli, turning the tables on
Deuba. Prachanda’s Plan B has
caused a revolt in NC against
Deuba for failing to preempt it.

Fire-fighting operations led
by Rana (Deuba had no real Plan
B) included breaking the Oli—led
alliance that included Rajendra
Lingden, RPP (14), Upendra
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

When we think of
space exploration,
the Indian Space

Research Organisation (ISRO)
is often the first body that
comes to mind.
Headquartered in Bengaluru,
ISRO is the primary space
exploration agency of India. In
1969, ISRO was established
from the INCOSPAR pro-
gram and later became part of
the DOS (Department of
Space) and the Space
Commission, which was cre-
ated in 1972, and since then
there’s been no looking back.

From launching
Aryabhata, India’s first satellite
in 1975 to the successful Mars
Orbiter Mission, named
Mangalyaan in 2013, which
made India the first country to
reach Mars on its first attempt,
with the cost of only $76 mil-

lion, lesser than the budget of
movies like Gravity ($100 Mn)
and Interstellar ($176 Mn).

The Indian Government
is eyeing its interest in
expanding the boundaries of
the Indian space arena and
has proposed that private
companies be allowed to take
a more active role in the
space industry.

By switching from a
“Supply-Based Model” to a
“Demand-Based Model”, and
employing New Space India
Limited (NSIL) as an inter-
mediary for customer
requirements and commit-
ments, ISRO will assist DOS.
Additionally, NSIL will
acquire control of DOS’ oper-
ational launch vehicles and
market launches, satellites,
and other services.

Joining the link above,

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently inau-
gurated the Indian Space
Promotion and Authorisation
Centre (IN-SPACe), a govern-
ment agency aimed at promot-
ing private investment and
innovation in the space sector.

IN-SPACe will support
the private sector and help it
participate in building satel-
lites, launching vehicles, car-
rying out launches, and pro-
viding space-based services.
The Indian government’s new
space policy is assumed to
come into effect by early
2023 (the draft is already
released), and it is expected to
lead to the development of a
vibrant and innovative space
ecosystem in the country.
The new space policy will
outline how non-government
entities can work in the space

sector and provide support
for the private sector through
the Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation
Centre (IN-SPACe).

The policy will focus on
the use of low earth orbit
(LEO) satellites, which are
cheaper than traditional satel-
lites, and will encourage the
private sector to manufacture
satellites for various applica-
tions such as agriculture,
healthcare, urban develop-
ment, disaster management,
etc. The global space economy
is estimated to be worth $423
billion dollars, with India con-
stituting 2-3 per cent of that
market. The government
hopes to tap into the full
potential of the sector and
expects to have its own
SpaceX-like start-ups within
the next two years.

The policy has already
attracted the attention of sev-
eral start-ups, with their num-
ber in the space sector increas-
ing from just four in 2018 to
over 250 in 2022. There are
currently over 100 space start-
ups in the country that have
collectively raised over $245.35
million in funding.

One startup that has
already made a significant
impact is Skyroot Aerospace.
On November 18, 2022, the
Indian Space Research
Organisation launched India’s
first privately built rocket,
called Vikram-S, from the
Sriharikota launchpad. The
rocket was developed by
Skyroot Aerospace (which
became the first Indian private
company to reach outer space
when its rocket reached an
apogee of 89.5 km).

Another start-up to watch
is Agnikul, which is develop-
ing a small satellite launch
vehicle and has already secured
funding of $96 million. The
company plans to launch its
first rocket by 2024 and has set
a goal of launching 100 small
satellites per year. Bellatrix, a
Bengaluru-based aerospace
start-up is working on devel-
oping low-cost propulsion sys-
tems for small satellites. The
company has already raised $2
million in seed funding and
plans to launch its first rocket
by 2023. Satsure is another
Indian start-up that is focused
on developing small satellite
platforms and has raised $1.5
million in seed funding.

On November 26th, the
PSLV-C54 mission carried
nano satellites built by Indian
start-ups Pixxel and Dhruva

Space into space. The mission
was a major milestone for
both companies and has raised
hopes that they will be able to
make significant contributions
to the development of the
space industry in India.

The global space industry
is currently valued at more
than $400 billion and has the
potential to become a $1 tril-
lion industry by 2040. India
may have a robust space infra-
structure, including multiple
launch sites, a range of
advanced rockets and satellites,
and a skilled and experienced
workforce by 2040. It’s like
India is all set to reclaim its lost
glory, which smiles in the
adulation of Pushpak-Vimanas
(mentioned in Ramayana),
dating 7000 years ago. The cur-
rent space policy shall be a cat-
alyst on this path to glory.
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(The author is an academic
associate at the Indian School

of Business)
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Elections have been held in Israel
five times in the last three years.
Governments formed by coali-
tions and manipulations 
usually do not complete their

terms but definitely succeed in creating
unrest and controversies regarding the
implementation of their aggressive agen-
da. The newly-elected government of
Israel is also engaged in repeating the past
history more rapidly, but the apprehen-
sions being expressed about the Benjamin
Netanyahu coalition Government are
not proving wrong.

The existence of the current
Government hinges on the support of
many extreme right-wing radicals. Radical
ideology has been given priority even in
the division of portfolios of the Council
of Ministers. This time a new ministry has
been formed in the name of ‘National
Mission’ Ministry. This ministry has
been given the responsibility to teach pro-
Jewish history in pre-primary classes
and at the same time prepare a pro-
gramme to deal with the anti-Palestine
movement. Opponents have even given it
the noun of ‘Zionist ministry’. The Mission
Ministry will be headed by fundamental-
ist leader Orit Stook.

Similarly, the command of the
Heritage Ministry has also been handed
over to extreme right-wing leader Amihai
Eliyahu, with the intention that he will try
to reverse history. Obviously, this can be
proved dangerous especially to those
historical signs and buildings that belong
to non-Jews in Israel.

Controversy began soon after the for-
mation of the Netanyahu government.
Israel's hardline leader and the country's
National Security Minister Ben-Gvir has
created excitement recently by visiting the
Al-Aqsa Mosque. At present, the entry of
Jews in this area is limited. A war-like sit-
uation has arisen due to rising tension
after the minister's visit. In fact, the Jews
say that the place where the Al-Aqsa
Mosque stands today was originally a holy
place for the Jews, which was demolished
to build a mosque.

The fundamentalists are again cher-
ishing the dream of the holy temple of the
Jews in place of the mosque there. The Al-
Aqsa Mosque is considered by Muslims
around the world to be one of their three
holiest places. This mosque is also marked
as one of the symbols associated with the
Prophet.

During the famous "Six-Day War" of
1967, Israel managed to capture many
areas of the Gaza Strip, including areas
near mosques where worshipers' places of
worship are protected. Earlier, as the cus-
todian of the mosque, Jordan used to look
after the Islamic Trust, but under an agree-
ment with Jordan in 1994, Israel's role
became prominent here. Security forces
have been deployed here who also do the
work of searching for the worshipers and
namaz has also been banned in the area
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(The author is a former
MP)

of the mosque grounds.
Palestinian Muslims gather

here in large numbers, especially
during the month of Ramadan, but
the number of worshipers has
been reduced due to new restric-
tions. People protested Israel by
gathering in large numbers, agitat-
ed by the ban imposed by the Israel
Police. After the death of Yasir
Arafat and the weakening of his
organization, the Palestine move-
ment was captured by Hamas.

Hamas is occupied by the
organization of ultra-enthusiastic
youth and now a large part of the
Palestinian people also feel that
only Hamas is capable of taking
care of their religious and territo-
rial sovereignty.

Actually, the Israel-Palestine
conflict is almost 100 years old.
After defeating the Ottoman Empire
in World War I, Britain managed to
capture a large part of West Asia,
known as Palestine. After the
Second World War, Jews from the
Soviet Union to Eastern and
Western countries started settling
here. The major reason for this has
also included being a religious
place in Jerusalem. But the tensions
between Jews and Arabs reached a
peak when the international com-
munity took up the task of creating
a separate state for Jews inside
Palestine. In the fourth decade of the
19th century, there was a large
increase in the number of Jews in
this area, including many refugees
from European persecution.

In 1947, with the active coop-
eration of the United States and
Britain, a resolution was passed by
the United Nations to divide the
country of Palestine. The United

Nations was dominated by the
superpowers, so the way was cleared
for the partition of the Jewish state
and Palestine. But Jerusalem was
declared an international city which
was rejected by the Arab people.

Meanwhile, Mahatma Gandhi
also condemned this resolution
and issued a speech strongly advo-
cating for the Palestinian nation,
considering it as their official
country.

The first war between Arabs
and Jews took place on March 6,
1948. America and European coun-
tries were providing all kinds of mil-
itary material to Israel. But due to
the indecisive attitude of the rulers
of the Arab countries, the
Palestinians had to face many chal-
lenges. More than a million
Palestinians took shelter here and
there as refugees, and Israel was able
to occupy a large part of Palestine.

The area occupied by Jordan is
called 'West Bank'. The part that
Egypt managed to capture is known
as 'Gaza'. As far as Jerusalem is con-
cerned, Israel has occupied the
western part of it and Jordan has
managed to capture the eastern area.
Now Israel is trying to establish its
claim on the whole of Jerusalem.
America has also recognised
Jerusalem as the new capital in place
of Tel Aviv which has deepened the
controversy further.

The current crisis has been a
focal point of discussion in the
United Nations Security Council.
An emergency meeting was called
at the request of Palestinian, Islamic
and some Non-Aligned countries.
Palestine's ambassador to the United
Nations recently met with ambas-
sadors from Arab countries, the 57-

member Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, and representatives of
the 120-member Non-Aligned
Movement over Israel's Defense
Minister Ben-Gvir's visit and the
widespread extremism surrounding
the new government.

The prevailing environment
has been cited as the reason for the
present tension. He has accused
Israel of aggression against Muslim
religious places including Al-Aqsa
Mosque. From Jordan to Saudi
Arabia, all Islamic countries are
seen standing with Palestine. On
the other hand, the Israeli army has
created tension by firing several
missiles at the Damascus airport,
the capital of Syria. Remember, a
large area of Syria is occupied by
Israel, although the United Nations
has passed a resolution asking to
return it to Syria, but the construc-
tion work of the colony in the
name of 'Trump'  has started there
during Trump's regime.

Heads of countries like Jordan,
Egypt, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Qatar, Oman, Iran, and
Turkey have termed this visit as des-
ecration of holy places and violation
of international law. Hamas, the rul-
ing group in the Gaza Strip, has
warned of dire consequences in the
strongest terms.

When the United Nations asked
the International Court of Justice for
its opinion on the Israeli occupation,
the court also ruled in favor of the
Palestinian residents. Now all the
signatory nations are demanding to
implement this order, the same has
been denied by Israel. Both sides are
aggressive towards each other. In the
near future, it may take the shape of
a war by surprise to the whole world.
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After weeks of hype and
days of leaks, readers got a

chance to judge Prince Harry's
book for themselves when it
went on sale around the world
on Tuesday.

In Britain, a few stores
opened at midnight to sell copies
of “Spare” to diehard royal devo-
tees and the merely curious.
Many said they wanted to form
their own opinion of the book
after days of snippets and debate
on news sites and television.

“I'm excited just to hear
about Prince Harry's life from

Prince Harry,” said Sarah
Nakana, a surveyor who bought
the book at London's Victoria
station. “There's so much mis-
information, disinformation
about Harry and Meghan.”

The book's myriad revela-
tions and accusations have
already been splashed across the
media. In the ghostwritten
memoir Harry, 38, recounts his
grief at the death of his mother,
Princess Diana, his disputes
with brother Prince William
and frustration at the role of
royal “spare” in the shadow of his
elder sibling, who is heir to the
British throne.

He lacerates the UK's
tabloid press for coverage he
considers prurient, intrusive
and sometimes plain wrong,
claims his relatives were unwel-
coming to his wife Meghan and

accuses members of the royal
family, including his stepmoth-
er Camilla, of leaking stories to
the media to burnish their own
reputations.

Buckingham Palace has not
commented on any of the alle-
gations, though royal allies have
pushed back, largely anony-
mously.

Harry's exposure of bitter
divides inside the House of
Windsor — alongside details of
his mental health struggles,
experiences with sex and drugs
and decade-long military career
— has generated reams of media
coverage.
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The United States has
announced an additional
USD 100 million to

Pakistan for its recovery and
reconstruction efforts after the
devastating floods last year that
killed 1,739 and affected 33
million people.

The funding also includes
humanitarian assistance to sup-
port flood relief and recovery
efforts in refugee hosting areas,
State Department Spokesperson
Ned Price told reporters at a
news conference here on
Monday.

"I am pleased to share that
today the United States

announced an additional USD
100 million of recovery and
reconstruction funding, bring-
ing our total contribution to over
USD200 million," he said.

The new USD 100 million
in funding will be for flood pro-
tection and governance, dis-
ease surveillance, economic
growth, and clean energy, cli-

mate smart agriculture, food
security, and infrastructure
reconstruction, Price said.

The United States' flood-
related assistance complements
its broader efforts to form a US-
Pakistan green alliance that
looks at the range of climate and
resilience issues central to
Pakistan's reconstruction, the
spokesperson said.

"Pakistan's recovery and
reconstruction will be a contin-
uing process in the months and
years ahead and we will contin-
ue to support Pakistan in its
efforts to build a more climate
resilient future for its people,"
Price said.

Also on Monday, Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
while addressing the opening
session of the 'International
Conference on Climate Resilient
Pakistan' in Geneva, said the
country would need a minimum
of USD 16.3 billion, half of
which is expected to be met by
foreign help, over the next three
years to bridge funding needs.
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Pakistan's top election body
on Tuesday issued bailable

arrest warrants for former prime
minister Imran Khan and other
top leaders of his party in a con-
tempt case.

The case is based on state-
ments issued by top Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf leaders against
the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) and Chief
Election Commissioner
Sikander Sultan Raja.

A four-member ECP bench

headed by Nisar Durrani issued
warrants against Khan and his
close aides - Fawad Chaudhry
and Asad Umar.

The election watchdog had
issued notices against them in
August and September last year
in the exercise of its powers of
contempt after the PTI leaders
repeatedly bashed the commis-
sion and Raja over what they
claim is their partisan policy and
their alleged favouring of
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N).

At the previous hearing,

the ECP had given the PTI lead-
ers a last chance to appear
before it. During the hearing on
Tuesday, the commission reject-
ed the pleas for their exemption
from appearance and issued
arrest warrants against surety
bonds worth Rs 50,000 each.

The bench adjourned the
hearing till January 17.

Khan has been asking the
ECP chief to resign for alleged-
ly failing to play the role of a neu-
tral election commissioner. The
chief rejected the calls by assert-
ing he was working as per law.
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China's new Foreign Minis-
ter Qin Gang in the first

phone call with his Pakistani
counterpart Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said that Beijing is
concerned about the safety of
its workers based in Pakistan
and urged him to take "strong"
security measures to protect
them.

Qin, who recently suc-
ceeded Wang Yi, had a phone
call at the request of Bilawal on
January 9, a Chinese Foreign
Ministry statement here said on
Tuesday.

Besides customary refer-
ences to special ties between
the two all-weather allies and
China's wish to improve the
relations further, Qin "stressed
that with the Chinese New Year
just days away, the Chinese side
is highly concerned about the
safety of Chinese citizens in
Pakistan and hopes that the
Pakistani side will continue to
take strong security measures".

Bilawal assured Qin that
"the Pakistani side will spare no
efforts to protect the safety of
the Chinese personnel, insti-
tutions, and projects in
Pakistan,” the statement said.

The security of hundreds of
Chinese personnel working on
various projects of the USD 60
billion China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
has become a subject of con-
cern for Beijing in recent years.

The CPEC aims to connect
Pakistan's Gwadar port in
Balochistan with China's
Xinjiang province. India has
objected to the CPEC as it tra-
verses through the Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.
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Asmall number of documents
marked as classified from

the previous Obama-Biden
administration have been found
at President Joe Biden's think-
tank institute here, the White
House has said.

“The White House is coop-
erating with the national
archives and the Department of
Justice regarding the discovery
of what appear to be Obama-
Biden administration records,
including a small number of
documents with classified mark-
ings,” Richard Sauber, Special
Counsel to the President, said in
a statement on Monday.

Sauber said the documents
were discovered when the pres-
ident's personal attorneys were
packing files housed in a locked
closet to prepare to vacate the
office space at the Penn Biden
Center in Washington, DC.

The president periodically
used this space from mid-2017
until the start of the 2020 cam-
paign. On the day of this dis-

covery, November 2, 2022, the
White House Counsel's Office
notified the national archives,
the special counsel said.

The archives took posses-
sion of the materials the fol-
lowing morning, Sauber said.

“The discovery of these
documents was made by the
president's attorneys. The doc-
uments were not the subject of
any previous request or inquiry
by the archives, he said.

“Since that discovery, the
president's personal attorneys
have cooperated with the
archives and the Department of
Justice in a process to ensure that

any Obama-Biden administra-
tion records are appropriately in
the possession of the archives,”
Sauber said in a statement.

Biden's political opponents,
in particular the opposition
Republican Party, were quick on
slamming the president.

“We were told for months
that this was treasonous…
grounds for impeachment... &
meriting the death penalty, yet
I have a feeling nothing will hap-
pen!?” Donald Trump Jr, son of
former president Donald
Trump, said in a tweet.

“It's been revealed that clas-
sified documents were found
inside Joe Biden's private office.
Why were they there, why was-
n't the Justice Department look-
ing for these documents, and
who had access to them?”
Senator Marsha Blackburn said
in a tweet.

Classified documents from
Joe Biden's vice-presidential
days found at his private office."
When will the FBI raid his
home?" Republican Congress-
man Troy Nehls said on Twitter.
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Acceptance of COVID-19
vaccines increased globally,

from 75.2 per cent in 2021 to
79.1 per cent in 2022, according
to a survey in 23 countries that
represent more than 60 per
cent of the world's population.

The study underlines a wide
variability among countries and
the need for tailored communi-
cation strategies in addressing
vaccine hesitancy. It was led by
the Barcelona Institute for
Global Health (ISGlobal), Spain,
and the City University of New
York Graduate School of Public
Health and Health Policy
(CUNY SPH), US.

However, vaccine accep-
tance decreased in eight coun-
tries and almost one in eight vac-
cinated respondents, particularly
younger men and women, were
hesitant about receiving a boost-
er dose, the study said. 

The findings have been
published in Nature Medicine.
"The pandemic is not over, and

authorities must urgently
address vaccine hesitancy and
resistance as part of their
COVID-19 prevention and mit-
igation strategy," says Jeffrey V
Lazarus, Head of the Health
Systems Research Group at
ISGlobal. To do so effectively,
though, policy-makers need
solid data on vaccine hesitancy
trends (whether it is decreasing
or increasing and in which pop-
ulations) and drivers (factors
that influence vaccine accep-
tance, such as income or edu-
cation), the study said.

To obtain these data, an
international collaboration led
by Lazarus and Ayman El-
Mohandes, Dean of CUNY
SPH, performed a series of sur-
veys starting in 2020 across 23

highly populated countries that
were hit hard by the pandemic.
The data reported here corre-
spond to the third survey con-
ducted between June and July
2022, the study said.

The countries surveyed
were Brazil, Canada, China,
Ecuador, France, Germany,
Ghana, India, Italy, Kenya,
Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, Poland,
Russia, Singapore, South Africa,
South Korea, Spain, Sweden,
Turkey, the United Kingdom
and the United States, the study
said. Of the 23,000 respondents
surveyed, 1000 per country,
79.1 per cent were willing to
accept vaccination. This finding
represented an increase of 5.2
per cent from June 2021, the
study said.
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An Indian-American aero-
space industry expert has

been appointed as NASA's new
chief technologist to serve as
principal advisor to
Administrator Bill Nelson on
technology policy and pro-
grammes. AC Charania joined
the space agency in his new role
on January 3. He replaces anoth-
er Indian-American scientist
Bhavya Lal, who served as act-
ing chief technologist prior to
the former's appointment.

In his position, Charania
will align NASA's agencywide
technology investments with
mission needs across six mission
directorates and oversee tech-
nology collaboration with other
federal agencies, the private sec-
tor, and external stakeholders,
NASA said in a statement on
Monday.

The position works within
NASA's Office for Technology,
Policy, and Strategy.
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President Joe Biden, Mexican
President Andres Manuel

Lopez Obrador and Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
are meeting for a series of talks
on migration, trade and climate
change on Tuesday as the three
leaders try to mend tensions that
have divided the continent.

The three-way gathering is
held most years, although there
was a hiatus while Donald
Trump was US president. It's
often called the “three amigos
summit,” a reference to the deep
diplomatic and economic ties
between the countries.

However, the leaders still
found themselves at odds, espe-
cially as they struggle to handle
an influx of migrants and to
crack down on smugglers who
profit from persuading people to
make the dangerous trip to the
United States.

In addition, Canada and the
US accuse Lopez Obrador of
violating a free trade pact by
favouring Mexico's state-owed
utility over power plants built by
foreign and private investors.
Meanwhile, Trudeau and Lopez
Obrador are concerned about
Biden's efforts to boost domes-
tic manufacturing, creating con-
cerns that US neighbours could
be left behind.

The centrepiece of the sum-

mit will be hours of talks with all
three leaders, but Biden will start
Tuesday with a bilateral meeting
with Trudeau. It's unlikely to be
as contentious as his sitdown
with Lopez Obrador on
Monday.

During that meeting, the
Mexican leader challenged
Biden to improve life across the
region, telling him that “you
hold the key in your hand.”

“This is the moment for us
to determine to do away with
this abandonment, this disdain,
and this forgetfulness for Latin
America and the Caribbean,”
Lopez Obrador said.

Biden responded by point-
ing to the billions of dollars that
the United States spends in for-
eign aid around the world, say-
ing that “unfortunately our
responsibility just doesn't end in
the Western Hemisphere.”

It was a noticeably sharp
exchange after the two leaders
had smiled and embraced and
shaken hands for the cameras.
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The director of the World
Health Organisation's

Europe office said Tuesday that
the agency sees “no immediate
threat" for the European region
from a COVID-19 outbreak in
China, but more information is
needed.

China is battling a nation-
wide outbreak of the coronavirus
after abruptly easing restric-
tions.

Hans Kluge said that, based
on the information WHO had
received from china, there was
no threat, but more detailed and
regular information was
required from China to moni-
tor the evolving situation.

“We cannot be complacent,”
he added.

Several countries have
imposed COVID-19 testing
requirements on Chinese trav-
ellers.

Australia and Canada

require travellers from China to
take a COVID-19 test prior to
boarding their flight. Other
countries including the U.S.,

India, Japan, South Korea and
several European nations have
announced tougher COVID-
19 measures on travellers from
China amid concerns over a lack
of data on infections in China
and fears that new variants may
emerge.

China has threated to retal-
iate against countries that require
travellers from China to show a
negative test result for COVID-
19 taken within the previous 48
hours.
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China suspended issuing visas on Tuesday
for South Koreans to come to the coun-
try for tourism or business in apparent
retaliation for COVID-19 testing
requirements imposed by South Korea on
Chinese travellers, according to a notice
posted by the Chinese Embassy in Seoul.

Japan's Kyodo News service said the
ban would also affect Japanese travellers.
A Japanese Foreign Ministry official
said the government was aware of the
report and was holding unofficial dis-
cussions with Chinese authorities 
about measures being considered by
Beijing.

It would be “regrettable” if restrictions
are imposed, the official said, speaking on
customary condition of anonymity.
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Lawyers for a jailed Hong
Kong pro-democracy pub-

lisher have asked for an urgent
meeting with UK Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak, a leading
member of his international
legal team said on Tuesday.

Jimmy Lai, the 75-year-old
founder of the now-defunct
newspaper Apple Daily, was
arrested in 2020 during a crack-
down on the city's pro-democ-
racy movement. He is fighting
collusion charges under a

Beijing-imposed national secu-
rity law and faces up to life in
prison if convicted. Last month,
the team called for the UK gov-
ernment to take immediate
action to secure Lai's release
ahead of his high-profile nation-
al security trial after he was sen-
tenced to five years and nine
months in prison on fraud
charges linked to lease violations.

The meeting request is the
latest attempt from his legal team
to urge the British Government
to step into the case of Lai, a
Hong Kong and British citizen.
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Nepal's newly-appointed Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal 'Prachanda' on

Tuesday won the vote of confidence in the
House of Representatives.

The 68-year-old CPN-Maoist Centre
leader was sworn in as the Prime Minister
for the third time on December 26 last year
after he dramatically walked out of the pre-
poll alliance led by the Nepali Congress and
joined hands with opposition leader K P
Sharma Oli.

Out of the 270 members in the House of
Representatives (HoR) present during the vot-
ing, 268 voted in favour of Prime Minister
Prachanda, while 2 voted against him.

Pashupati Shamsher JB Rana, the senior-
most member of the House, who chaired the
meeting, said that the HoR passed the vote
of confidence proposal moved by Prachanda.

Rana, who chaired the meeting did not
vote, while four other lawmakers were
absent.

Prachanda needed only 138 votes in the
275-member parliament to continue his term
as the prime minister.
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Russian forces are escalating
their onslaught against
Ukrainian positions

around the wrecked city of
Bakhmut, Ukrainian officials
said, bringing new levels of
death and devastation in the
grinding, monthslong battle for
control of eastern Ukraine that
is part of Moscow's wider war.

“Everything is completely
destroyed. There is almost no life
left,” Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said late
on Monday of the scene around
Bakhmut and the nearby
Donetsk province city of Soledar.

“The whole land near
Soledar is covered with the
corpses of the occupiers and
scars from the strikes,” Zelenskyy
said. “This is what madness
looks like.”

The Kremlin, whose inva-
sion of its neighbour 10 1/2
months ago has suffered numer-
ous reversals, is hungry for any
victories. Russia illegally
annexed Donetsk and three
other Ukrainian provinces in
September, but its troops have
struggled to advance.

After Ukrainian forces
recaptured the southern city of
Kherson in November, the bat-
tle heated up around Bakhmut.

Ukraine's deputy defense
minister, Hanna Malyar, said
Russia has thrown “a large num-
ber of storm groups” into the
fight for the city. “The enemy is
advancing literally on the bod-
ies of their own soldiers and is
massively using artillery, rock-
et launchers and mortars, hitting
their own troops,” she said.

Pavlo Kyrylenko, the

Donetsk region's Kyiv-appoint-
ed governor, on Tuesday
described the Russian attacks on
Soledar and Bakhmut as relent-
less.

“The Russian army is reduc-
ing Ukrainian cities to rubble
using all kinds of weapons in
their scorched-earth tactics,”
Kyrylenko said in televised
remarks.

“Russia is waging a war
without rules, resulting in civil-
ian deaths and suffering.”

The Moscow-backed leader

of the occupied areas of Donetsk
said on Tuesday that Russia's
forces were “very close” to tak-
ing over Soledar. But the gains
were coming “at a very high
price," Denis Pushilin told
Russian state TV.

Control over the city would
create “good prospects” for tak-
ing over Bakhmut, Pushilin
said, as well as for a further
assault on Siversk, a town further
north where Ukrainian fortifi-
cations "are also quite serious.”

The UK Defence Ministry
concurred with that appraisal of
the battle developments. Russian
troops alongside soldiers from
the Wagner Group, a Russian
private military contractor, have
advanced in recent days in
Soledar and “are likely in control
of most of the settlement”, the
ministry tweeted on Tuesday.

It said that taking Soledar,
which is located 10 kilometres (6
miles) north of Bakhmut, was
likely Moscow's immediate mil-
itary objective and part of a strat-
egy to encircle Bakhmut.

But it added that “Ukrainian
forces maintain stable defensive
lines in depth and control over
supply routes” in the area.
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Officials at a vocational
school in an eastern

Ukraine city dismissed claims by
Russia that hundreds of
Ukrainian troops were killed in
a missile strike there, saying
Monday that a rocket merely
blew out windows and damaged
classrooms.

Russia specifically named
the vocational school in
Kramatorsk as the target of an
attack in the almost 11-month
war. The Russian Defense
Ministry said its missiles hit two
temporary bases housing 1,300
Ukrainian troops in the city,
killing 600 of them, late Saturday.

Associated Press reporters
visiting the scene in sunny
weather Monday saw a four-
story concrete building with
most of its windows blown out.
Inside, locals were cleaning up
debris, sweeping up broken
glass and hurling broken furni-
ture out into a missile crater
below.

A separate, six-story school
building was largely undamaged.
There were neither signs of a
Ukrainian military presence nor
any casualties.

Yana Pristupa, the school's

deputy director, scoffed at
Moscow's claims of hitting a
troop concentration.

“Nobody saw a single spot
of blood anywhere,” she told the
AP. “Everyone saw yesterday that
no one carried out any bodies.
It's just people cleaning up.”

She said that before the war
began last February the school
had more than 300 students,
most of them studying mechan-
ical engineering, with most
lessons moving online when
Russia invaded.

The students “are now in
shock,” she said, adding, “What
a great facility it was.”

Ukrainian officials on
Sunday quickly denied the
Russian claims it had lost a large

number of soldiers in the attack.
Despite the absence of any

evidence, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said reports
from the scene didn't shake
senior officials' faith in defense
authorities.

“The Defense Ministry is
the main, legitimate and com-
prehensive source of informa-
tion about the course of the spe-
cial military operation,” Peskov
said Monday in a conference call
with reporters, using the
Kremlin's term for the war.

Both sides have regularly
claimed killing hundreds of
each other's soldiers in attacks.
The claims can seldom be inde-
pendently verified because of the
fighting.
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Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida started a week-

long trip to Europe and North
America in Paris where he held
talks Monday with French
President Emmanuel Macron on
key issues including North
Korea and the war in Ukraine.

Kishida first visited Notre-
Dame Cathedral with Macron
before heading to the Elysee
presidential palace for a work-
ing dinner.

Reconstruction work on the
cathedral, ravaged by the April
15, 2019 fire, is expected to be
completed in time for its reopen-
ing to the public next year.

Japan's historic Shuri Castle
on the southern island of
Okinawa, a UNESCO World
Heritage site, was also nearly
destroyed by fire in 2019. Both
countries decided to rebuild
the respective monuments
exactly as they had been before.

Macron and Kishida's talks
come as Japan is leading the
Group of Seven most advanced
economies and is preparing the
next G-7 summit scheduled in
May in Hiroshima.

“We have an ambitious
agenda ahead,” Macron said in
a joint declaration with Kishida
ahead of their working dinner.

Macron thanked Japan for
its economic and humanitarian
support to Ukraine and said
both countries will work joint-
ly to face the global conse-
quences of Russia's invasion,
especially energy and food secu-
rity issues.

Kishida's five nation-tour
will also take him to Italy,
Britain, Canada and the U.S.
Where he will have talks Friday
with President Joe Biden.

Japan in December adopt-
ed key security and defense
reforms, including a counter-
strike capability that breaks
from an exclusively self-defense-
only postwar principle.

Macron and Kishida
notably addressed North Korea's
nuclear and missile develop-
ment.

“Japan can count on our
unfailing support to face flagrant
breaches to international law
from Pyongyang,” Macron said.

Kishida said France is a top
partner to create a “free and
open” Indo-Pacific area as the
security situation in the region
gets tenser amid China's grow-
ing military assertiveness. He
announced stepped-up joint
military exercises with France.
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Brazilian authorities said
Monday that they were look-

ing into who may have been
behind the shocking uprising
that sent protesters storming into
the nation's halls of power in a
riot that had striking similarities
to the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection
at the U.S. Capitol.

In an unprecedented display
for Latin America's largest
nation, thousands of supporters
of ex-President Jair Bolsonaro
swarmed into Congress, the
Supreme Court and the presi-
dential palace on Sunday. Many
of them said they wanted the
Brazilian army to restore the far-
right Bolsonaro to power and
oust the newly inaugurated left-
ist president, Luiz Inácio Lula da
Silva.

Also on Monday, police
broke down a pro-Bolsonaro
encampment outside a military
building and detained some
1,200 people there, the justice
ministry's press office told The

Associated Press. The federal
police press office said the force
already plans to indict roughly
1,000 people.

Lula and the heads of the
Supreme Court, Senate and
Lower House signed a letter that
denounced the attack and said
were taking legal measures.

Justice Minister Flávio Dino
told reporters that police have
begun tracking those who paid
for the buses that transported
protesters to the capital.
Speaking Monday at a news con-
ference, he said rioters appar-
ently intended for their displays

to create a domino effect nation-
wide, and that they could be
charged with a range of offens-
es, including organized crime,
staging a coup and violent abo-
lition of the democratic rule of
law.

“We think that the worst is
over," Dino said, adding that the
government is now focused on
punishing lawbreakers and those
who enabled them. “We cannot
and will not compromise in ful-
filling our legal duties, because
this fulfillment is essential so
such events do not repeat them-
selves.”
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“No amnesty! No amnesty! No
amnesty!”

The chant reverberated off the
walls of the jam-packed hall

at the University of Sao Paulo's
law college on Monday after-
noon. Hours later, it was the ral-
lying cry for thousands of
Brazilians who streamed into the
streets of Rio de Janeiro and Sao
Paulo, penned on protest posters
and banners. The words are a
demand for retribution against
supporters of former President
Jair Bolsonaro who stormed
Brazil's capital Sunday, and those
who enabled the rampage.

“These people need to be
punished, the people who
ordered it need to be punished,
those who gave money for it
need to be punished,” Bety
Amin, a 61-year-old therapist,
said on Sao Paulo's main boule-
vard. The word “DEMOCRA-
CY” stretched across the back of
her shirt. “They don't represent
Brazil. We represent Brazil.”

Protesters' push for account-
ability evokes memories of an
amnesty law that for decades has
protected military members
accused of abuse and murder
during the country's 1964-85
dictatorship. A 2014 truth com-
mission report sparked debate
over how Brazil has grappled
with the regime's legacy.

Declining to mete out pun-
ishment “can avoid tensions at
the moment, but perpetuates
instability,” Luis Felipe Miguel,
a professor of political science at
the University of Brasilia, wrote
in a column entitled “No
Amnesty” published on Monday
evening.
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UK government ministers
met trade union leaders on

Monday but fell short of end-
ing a wave of strikes that has
hobbled the rail network and
strained the overburdened
health system.

There were small signs of
progress but no breakthrough
after a meeting between Health
Secretary Steve Barclay and
health care unions. Other min-
isters met with railway unions
that have staged months of
strikes, and teaching unions
considering classroom walk-
outs. Barclay said the talks
had made progress and the
government wanted "to work
constructively with the trade
unions.”

“There was definitely a
change of tone today," said
Sarah Gorton of UNISON,
which represents some health
workers. However Onay Kasab,
negotiator for the Unite union,
said the talks had been a

“missed opportunity.”
Unions said strikes by nurs-

es and ambulance staff planned
for this month would go ahead.
Nurses are due to walk out on
Wednesday, and ambulance work-
ers next week, while junior doc-
tors are voting on whether to
strike later this year.

Joanne Galbraith-Marten, of
nurses' union the Royal College of
Nursing, said that “there is no res-
olution to our dispute yet in
sight.”

Rachel Harrison of the GMB
union said the talks “fell well short
of anything substantial that could
stop this week's strikes.”

Britain is going through its
biggest strike wave for decades,
with airport baggage handlers,
border staff, driving instructors,
bus drivers and postal workers
among those who have walked
off their jobs to demand higher
pay.���� 	��-��

Lithuanian lawmakers on a
visit to Taiwan took aim at

China Tuesday, saying the
world's second largest economy
tried to use all sorts of measures
to change Lithuania's decision to
break diplomatic norms in
warming up relations with the
self-ruled island democracy.

Taiwan is hosting German
and Lithuanian lawmakers this
week. China, which objects to
diplomatic contacts between
the island it claims as its own and
other nations, held large-scale

military exercises aimed at
Taiwan over the weekend and
into Monday.

The Lithuanian visit is
focused on national security
and defence as well as econom-
ic ties, lawmakers said.

“They tried to break our
will, they tried to change our
decision, they tried to harass
investors and they tried to make
economic sanctions ... But we
survived,” Laurynas Kasciunas,
head of the defence committee
in Lithuania's parliament, said.
“We are now resilient and
stronger, and we can be a role

model for other EU countries.”
The Lithuanian delegation is

led by Kasciunas, along with the

vice chair of the Taiwan friend-
ship group in parliament, Dovile
Sakaliene. The lawmakers drew
parallels between the threat they
face from Russia and the threat
Taiwan faces from China, saying
they both had authoritarian
neighbours.

“We have very clear com-
mon goals, strengthening
democracy globally ... And real-
ly helping everyone around us
understand very clearly. There
cannot be any ambivalence. You
are either with the aggressor or
you are with the victim,"
Sakaliene said.
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Allen Weisselberg, a longtime
executive for Donald Tru-

mp's real estate empire whose
testimony helped convict the
former president's company of
tax fraud, is set to be sentenced
Tuesday for dodging taxes on
USD 1.7 million in job perks.

New York Judge Juan Man-
uel Merchan is expected to sen-
tence Weisselberg, a senior
Trump Organisation adviser
and former chief financial offi-
cer, to five months in jail, in
keeping with a plea agreement
reached in August.
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The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences

(AMPAS) has come out with a
list of 301 feature films eligible
for Oscars with Indian films
"RRR", "Gangubai Kathiawadi",
"The Kashmir Files" and
"Kantara" making the cut.

The reminder list includes
movies that can officially com-
pete in various categories but
merely featuring in the list does
not guarantee that the film will
advance in the final nominations
of the Academy Awards, to be
announced on January 24.

Pan Nalin's "Chhello Show"
("Last Film Show"), India's offi-
cial Oscar entry, also features in
the list along with Vivek
Agnihotri's "The Kashmir Files",
Marathi titles "Me Vasantrao"
and "Tujhya Sathi Kahi Hi", R
Madhavan's "Rocketry: The
Nambi Effect", " Iravin Nizhal"
and Kannada movie "Vikrant
Rona".
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The newly restored remains of
an opulent house in Pompeii

that likely belonged to two for-
mer slaves who became rich
through the wine trade offer vis-
itors an exceptional peek at
details of domestic life in the
doomed Roman city.

On Tuesday, the House of
Vettii, Domus Vettiorum in
Latin, was being formally
unveiled after 20 years of restora-
tion. Given fresh life were fres-
coes from the latest fashion in
Pompeii wall decoration before
the flourishing city was buried
under the volcanic ash furious-
ly spewing from Mount
Vesuvius in 79 AD.

The unveiling of the
restored home is yet another
sign of the rebirth of Pompeii,
which followed decades of mod-
ern bureaucratic neglect, flood-
ing and pillaging by thieves in
search of artifacts to sell.

That is delighting tourists

and rewarding experts with tan-
talizing fresh insights into the
everyday life of what is one of the
most celebrated remnants of the
ancient world.

“The House of the Vetti is
like the history of Pompeii and
actually of Roman society with-
in one house,” Pompeii's direc-
tor, Gabriel Zuchtriegel, gushed
as he showed off an area of the
domus known as the Cupid
Rooms last month.

“We're seeing here the last
phase of the Pompeian wall
painting with incredible details,
so you can stand before these
images for hours and still dis-
cover new details,” the archaeo-
logical park's energetic director
told The Associated Press ahead
of the public inauguration.
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The forthcoming budget is
likely to meet the target-
ed 6.4 per cent fiscal

deficit and pencil in for a 50 bps
reduction in the same for the
next fiscal, according to a foreign
brokerage report.

The Modi government will
present its last full budget on
February 1 as the budget 2024
will be a vote on account because
the nation will be heading for the
hustings from April next year.

The previous budget had
pencilled in a fiscal deficit — the
money the government will
have to borrow from the market
to meet its expenditure — of 6.4
per cent. 

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had recently said she
would meet the fiscal targets as
budgeted given the more than
budgeted tax collections.

The commodities shock
forced incremental spending

on food and fertiliser subsidies
and exhausted the fiscal room
from higher tax buoyancy. That
apart, the government has also
tabled extra demand for spend-
ing before Parliament, compris-
ing 0.8 per cent of GDP or Rs 2.2
lakh crore in December, main-
ly towards capital expenditure,
rural development and defence.

Wall Street brokerage
Goldman Sachs in a report on
Tuesday said it expects the gov-
ernment to meet the budgeted
fiscal deficit target of 6.4 per cent
of GDP, with an expenditure
compression to the tune of 0.3
per cent of GDP from the bud-
geted spending to cushion the
incremental subsidies due to the
commodity shock.

The brokerage also expects
the finance minister to budget
for a 50 bps reduction in fiscal
deficit for FY24 at 5.9 per cent,
fully driven by a reduction in
food and fertiliser subsidies and
project tax revenues to remain

buoyant in the year — sort of
walking the fiscal consolidation
path.

Their optimism comes from
the direct and indirect taxes,
which are tracking well ahead of
budget estimates, even though
the government is set to widely
miss the disinvestment target.

The brokerage expects the
budget to stick to the medium-
term fiscal consolidation path,
weigh spending priorities on
capex, manufacturing incen-
tives, subsidies and welfare, and
limit its market borrowing to the
extent that it does not hurt
markets.

Given that it's a pre-election
budget, the brokerage said the
government will increase capex
allocation towards infrastruc-
ture, mainly towards roads and
railways, slashing defence spend-
ing and increase allocation
towards rural spendings and
welfare measures, such as edu-
cation and healthcare.

The government borrowing
will remain elevated in FY24,
which may require the RBI to
restart OMO purchases in the
second half of FY24 with domes-
tic liquidity constraints abating,
as per the report.

The report also rules out any
major reforms to be announced
in the budget, except for some
details on PLI incentives and a
roadmap on direct tax code
implementation, along with the
rationalisation of subsidies, par-
ticularly fertilisers.
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Equity benchmarks Sensex
and Nifty ended 1 per cent

lower on Tuesday, dragged down
by Reliance Industries and bank-
ing stocks along with a weak
trend in European markets.

Unabated foreign fund out-
flows also negatively impacted
the domestic equity market.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 631.83 points or 1.04 per
cent to settle at 60,115.48.
During the day, it tumbled
808.93 points or 1.33 per cent to
59,938.38.

The broader NSE Nifty
declined 187.05 points or 1.03
per cent to end at 17,914.15.

"Local investors have been
following global cues, and weak-
ness in European and US mar-
kets triggered a downfall in
domestic equities, which saw
Nifty end below the crucial
18,000-mark. Trading sentiment
has been very weak and most of
the sluggish external factors are
prompting investors to book
profit at regular intervals," said

Shrikant Chouhan, Head of
Equity Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd.

From the Sensex pack,
Bharti Airtel, State Bank of
India, HDFC Bank, UltraTech
Cement, Bajaj Finance, HDFC,
NTPC, ITC, Reliance Industries,
Tech Mahindra, ICICI Bank
and Tata Consultancy Services
were the major laggards.

Tata Motors, Power Grid,
Tata Steel, Hindustan Unilever,
IndusInd Bank and Mahindra &
Mahindra were among the win-
ners from the 30-share pack.

India's largest IT services
company TCS dipped 1.05 per
cent even after reporting an 11
per cent rise in December quar-
ter net profit to Rs 10,846 crore.

Prashanth Tapse - Research
Analyst, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said, mar-
kets witnessed fresh drubbing
ahead of Federal Reserve chair-
man Jerome Powell's speech, and
Nifty slipped hard from 18,100
levels.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge declined

0.49 per cent and smallcap
index dipped 0.46 per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
telecommunication fell 1.63 per
cent, services declined 1.41 per
cent, bankex (1.31 per cent),
financial services 1.28 per cent,
teck (1.15 per cent), commodi-
ties (0.78 per cent), IT (0.73 per
cent) and realty (0.68 per cent).

Healthcare, auto, metal and
oil & gas were the winners.

Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Seoul and Tokyo
ended in the green, while
Shanghai and Hong Kong settled
lower.

Equity exchanges in Europe
were trading lower in mid-ses-
sion deals. Markets in the US
had ended on a mixed note on
Monday.

International oil benchmark
Brent crude dipped 0.46 per cent
to USD 79.28 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded shares
worth Rs 203.13 crore on
Monday, according to exchange
data.
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Private equity investments
into domestic companies fell

sharply year-on-year by 42 per
cent to USD 23.3 billion in 2022,
which is the lowest since 2019,
when it was USD 15.8 billion,
according to an industry report.

The numbers reflect the
overall funding winter that the
startup space in particular, and
the overall foreign investments
in general have been witnessing
since the Ukraine war began last
February.

Private equity investment
inflows into the country fell by
a sharp 42 per cent in 2022 from
last year to USD 23.3 billion --
the lowest annual inflows since
2019 when it was a low USD
15.8 billion, but still relatively
elevated compared to historical
levels, said Elaine Tan, a senior
analyst at Refinitiv, the LSEG
business arm that provides
financial markets data and
insights.

The report did not say how
many deals were closed in the
year.

In the December quarter,
the PE investments totalled
USD 3.61 billion, down 8.1 per
cent sequentially from USD
3.93 billion and fell 67.2 per cent
annually when it was USD 11.06
billion, according to the report.

The total number of deals in
Q4 fell 24.8 per cent to 333 from
443 in Q3 and by 19 per cent
from Q4 of 2021 when the
transactions stood at 411,
according to the report. 

Tan attributed the sharp
decline to the ongoing geopo-
litical tension, rising interest
rates and recession fears in the
Western economies, which all
made global investors cautious
in making investments. 

Internet-specific, computer
software and transportation
have attracted the majority of the
funding, accounting for 66 per
cent of the total during the year
at USD 8.58 billion. 

The Internet-specific sector
has seen a 57.4 per cent decline
in fund inflows, while the num-
ber of deals declined to 528 in
2022 from 556 in 2021.

Computer software compa-
nies saw funding tap declining
to the tune of 46.4 per cent,
financial services (down 34.6 per
cent), as well as medical and
health saw the same falling by
26.4 per cent from 2021 levels.

However, industries catering
to transportation saw inflows
nearly doubling with a 93 per
cent jump, communications
soared by 225.6 per cent, and
agri/forestry/fish jumped by
215.8 per cent in terms of fund
inflows.
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Data adoption and tariff hike-
led revenue growth as well

as 5G rollouts are key moni-
torables for 2023 which will also
be a decisive year for Vodafone
Idea as a viable third player,
according to a report.

The telecom sector's
Average Revenue Per User
(ARPU) when adjusted for infla-
tion is still 17 per cent below pre-
Reliance Jio launch. "...We expect
Bharti (Airtel) to lead tariff
hikes to ARPU of Rs 236 by
FY25, while Bharti targets Rs
300 ARPU", leading brokerage
CLSA said in its report on the
telecom sector.

According to CLSA's out-
look, 2023 will have three trends
to watch out for when it comes

to India's mobile market.
Among them will be 5G rollouts
and monetisation led by top-end
subscribers.

"We see multiple events to
watch, led by likely tariff hikes
and Reliance Jio's (RJio) widely-
anticipated IPO," it said.

Private networks, if allowed,

may eat into 5G operators' enter-
prise services opportunity.

India's mobile sector rev-
enue, after rising 14 per cent in
2022, should grow again in
2023 led by tariff hikes, rising
data penetration and usage.

CLSA expects that Bharti
(Airtel) will possibly lead tariff
hikes, with VIL (Vodafone Idea
Ltd) and Reliance Jio likely to
follow.

VIL's financial crisis has
not been averted, with delays in
fund raising and pending con-
version of four years' interest on
spectrum and AGR (Adjusted
Gross Revenue) payments into
equity for government.

With decline in VIL's share,
Bharti and Jio together control
77 per cent and should contin-
ue to gain share, the report said.
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The rupee gained 57 paise to
close at 81.78 (provisional)

against the US dollar on Tuesday,
the biggest single-day gain since
November.

Forex traders said the rupee
was the best performer among
Asian currencies and now has
the support of 81.70.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.20 and touched an
intra-day high of 81.72 and a low
of 82.26 against the greenback.

It finally ended at 81.78
(provisional), registering a rise
of 57 paise over its previous
close.

On Monday, the rupee set-
tled at 82.35 against the US dol-
lar.

The dollar index, which

gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six currencies,
advanced 0.12 per cent to
103.12.

The rupee became the best
performer among the Asian
currencies following stop order
triggers and inflows from bond
selling, said Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

"The local unit witnessed
the biggest single-day gains after
November 11 and broke the
psychological level of 82 as the
traders rushed to cover the
positions," Parmar said.
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The Securities Appellate
Tribunal (SAT) has asked

capital markets regulator Sebi to
provide certain documents per-
taining to loans sanctioned by
ICICI Bank to entities including
Videocon Group to the private
lender's former chief Chanda
Kochhar.

Directing Sebi to provide
such documents, the tribunal
said that denial of the docu-
ments sought for by the respon-
dent (Sebi) was in "gross viola-
tion of the principles of natural
justice".

The matter pertains to an
amended show cause notice
issued by the regulator to
Kochhar on the basis of an
analysis of a report by retired
Justice B N Srikrishna.

The Srikrishna committee,
which was tasked to probe the
allegations of quid pro quo
transactions in ICICI Bank,
submitted its report to the lender
in January 2019.

The committee, in its report,

observed that Kochhar violated
bank policies and other rules
and regulations.

The board of the bank based
on the report had decided to
treat her resignation as 'termi-
nation for cause' under the
bank's internal policies. Kochhar,
who was managing director
and CEO of ICICI Bank, had
quit the bank in October 2018.

Chanda Kochhar and her
husband Deepak Kochhar were
released from jail on Tuesday
morning, a day after the Bombay
High Court granted them inter-
im bail in a loan fraud case. The
CBI had arrested Kochhars on
December 23, 2022 in connec-
tion with the Videocon-ICICI

Bank loan case.
It was alleged that Videocon

promoter Venugopal Dhoot
allegedly invested crores of
rupees in Nupower Renewables
Private Limited, months after the
Videocon group got Rs 3,250
crore as loan from ICICI Bank
in 2012. Nupower was operated
by Deepak Kochhar.

Asking Sebi to provide doc-
uments, the tribunal said that it
was obligatory for the markets
regulator to supply all the min-
utes of the Sanctioning
Committee meetings in respect
of loan sanctioned to Videocon
Group instead of partially sup-
plying the minutes of those
meetings where Kochhar was
present.

SAT noted that documents
sought by Kochhar were only
supplied in part -- the minutes
of the Sanctioning Committee in
which Kochhar participated
were provided to her and the
other minutes have been denied
only on the ground that she was
not a participant in those meet-
ings.
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Price volatility and infra-
structure constraints will

challenge India's target of
increasing the share of natur-
al gas in its primary energy to
15 per cent by 2030 from 6 per
cent in 2017, Fitch 
Ratings said in a new report
Tuesday.

"Progress on the target has
been minimal - 6 per cent share
in 2021 - as natural gas growth
has not managed to outpace
total energy growth," it said.

This is despite resilient
demand from city gas distrib-
ution (CGD) networks and
rising domestic production.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had in 2017 set a target
of raising the share of natural
gas in the primary energy con-
sumption basket with a view to
cutting down emissions.

However, the demand for
the fuel is rising at a slower rate,
with current growth rates only
around 53 per cent of levels
required for the country to
meet a 15 per cent gas use tar-
get. Gas demand by 2030 will
only reach 326 million standard
cubic meters per day at current
4-5 per cent growth rates,
much lower than the 611
mmscmd of consumption
needed to meet the 15 per cent
energy mix goal.
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Tata Motors on Tuesday said
the acquisition of Ford

India's manufacturing plant at
Sanand through its subsidiary
has been completed.

In August last year, the
company had announced that its
arm Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility Ltd (TPEML) would
acquire Ford India Pvt Ltd's
(FIPL) Sanand plant, Gujarat for
Rs 725.7 crore.

With the fulfilment of the
necessary conditions, includ-
ing receipt of relevant regulato-
ry approvals, the parties have
completed the transaction.

����� 
�������

The Aluminium Association
of India (AAI) on Tuesday

said that high duty on certain
inputs for aluminium produc-
tion should be rationalised or
removed to boost the domestic
industry's cost competitiveness.

Representatives from the
aluminium industry are seeking
the government's intervention
for supportive measures amid
challenges posed by rising for-
eign imports and surging costs.

According to the associa-
tion, calcined pet coke, which is
a key input for the aluminium
production, attracts high duty
and that should be either ratio-

nalised or removed completely.
At present, nearly 20 per

cent of the cost of producing alu-
minium arises from govern-
ment taxes and this is stifling the
development of the aluminium
sector, AAI, which represents the
country's top aluminium pro-
ducers, said in a statement.

AAI has made the sugges-
tions ahead of the Union Budget
for 2023-24, which will be pre-
sented in Parliament on
February 1. The association also
said that for the overall devel-
opment of the domestic recy-
cling landscape, it is crucial to
prevent the dumping of low-
quality foreign scrap in the
country.

New Delhi: Advantec Wheels, a
Delhi-based start-up, has for-
ayed into manufacturing of aes-
thetically designed, high per-
formance and superior quality of
flow forged alloy wheels for
India's aftermarket for passen-
ger cars. The prototypes of the
Alloy Wheels will be show-
cased at the Auto Components
Show at Pragati Maidan in New
Delhi from January 12-15,  said
Ravinder Arora, President &
Director of Advantec Wheels. 
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With a shared vision to
strengthen local busi-

nesses by assisting micro-entre-
preneurs, Common Services
Centers (CSC), a SPV of Minis-
try of Information Technology,
in collaboration with Adani
Capital have started providing
working capital to its Village
Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs).

Currently, approval for busi-
ness loans have been provided
to as many as 100 VLEs empan-
eled with CSC Grameen eStores,
while 1500 VLEs will be covered
in the next three months.

Currently 10,000 VLEs are
empaneled with CSC Grameen
e-Stores. These VLEs act as dis-
tributors on the digital rural
marketplace created by CSC e-
Grameen Stores, helping cor-

porates in last mile direct dis-
tribution of their products,
which includes FMCG,
Consumer Durables Home
Appliances, Vehicles, etc.

Currently, 3.64 lakh
Grameen eStores are function-
al across the country and have
touched the business of Rs
642.77 crore since its launch. 

Elaborating on the part-
nership, Sanjay Rakesh (ex-
IAS), MD & CEO, CSC SPV,
said, "VLEs running Grameen
eStores leverage demand for
various products and service it
through CSC's tie ups with
manufacturers. Like any busi-
ness, working capital is key to
sustainable growth and with
our tie-up with Adani Capital,
we have been able to address
VLE's financing requirements
and that too digitally."
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The revenue of organised
jewellery retailers is likely to

grow by 20 per cent in 2022-23
due to tightening regulations,
change in consumer preferences
towards branded jewellery and
planned expansion, according to
a report.

The organised jewellery
retailers in India continue to out-
pace the industry over the medi-
um term on the back of indus-
try tailwinds in the form of an
accelerated shift in market
demand from unorganised
retailers and planned expansion
of retail presence, Icra said in a
report. The rating agency esti-
mates organised jewellers to
record revenue growth of 20 per
cent in FY23.
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Aadhaar-issuing body
UIDAI has issued a set of

guidelines to Offline
Verification Seeking Entities
(OVSEs) with several usage
hygiene protocols, stronger
safety mechanisms at user level
and ways to enhance residents'
trust while using Aadhaar vol-
untarily.

Notably, entities have been
told to perform verification of
Aadhaar after explicit consent
of a Aadhaar holder. Also,
entities must maintain the log
or record of the explicit consent
received from residents for any
future audit by Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) or any other
legal agency.

"These entities need to be
courteous to residents and
assure them about the security
and confidentiality of their
Aadhaar while conducting
offline verification," UIDAI said
in a statement.

The authority has also asked
OVSEs to verify Aadhaar via the
QR Code present on all four
forms of Aadhaar (Aadhaar
letter, e-Aadhaar, m-Aadhaar
and Aadhaar PVC card) instead
of accepting Aadhaar in physi-
cal or electronic form as a proof
of identity.

Offline verification involves
the use of the 12-digit Aadhaar
for carrying out identity verifi-
cation and KYC processes local-
ly, without connecting to the
Central Identities Data
Repository of UIDAI.
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State-owned Bank of Baroda
(BoB) on Tuesday hiked

Marginal Cost of Funds based
Lending Rate (MCLR) by up to
35 basis points, making loans
linked to the benchmark rates
expensive. The new rates will be
effective from January 12, BoB
said in a regulatory filing.

The overnight MCLR has
been increased to 7.85 per cent
from previous 7.50 per cent, an
increase of 35 basis points.

The MCLR for one-, three-
, six-month and one year tenor
loans have been hiked by 20
basis points.

The lending rate for one-
month tenor loans will now be
8.15 per cent, 3 months (8.25 per
cent), 6 months (8.35 per cent)

and one year (8.50 per cent).
The Reserve Bank of India

has increased repo rates by 2.25
per cent since May last year. The
benchmark interest rate now
stands at 6.25 per cent after the
latest round of repo rate hike of
35 basis points on December 7,
2022. Shares of BoB closed 2.56
per cent down at Rs 180.50
apiece on Tuesday.

On Monday, HDFC Bank
and India Overseas Bank had
announced hike in its MCLR by
up to 25 basis points.
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Community Sports & Confe-
rence company has announced
the launch of Fitconf Fit Cor-
porate' 2023. Landmark inter-
company Basketball event on
March 6-7, 2023 followed by a
day-long Corporate Fitness &
Wellness conference on March
10, 2023. The event will witness
16 corporates competing for
the 1st Fitconf Fit Corporate of
the year.

Such initiatives will be ben-
eficial for the IT & ITES sector
that spend close to 90% of their
professional lives in front of
computer screens, said Aseem
Jakhar, principal advisor & co-
founder of cyber security firm
Payatu. 
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Australia named a power-
house squad Tuesday to

defend their women's T20
World Cup title, spearheaded by
Meg Lanning, Ellyse Perry and
a fit-again Alyssa Healy.

The five-time champions
are heavy favourites for the
tournament in South Africa
next month with their ranks
boosted further by the return of

leg-spinner Georgia Wareham
after a long injury-related layoff.

Wicketkeeper Healy has
been struggling with calf prob-
lem suffered in December in
India, but was also named in the
15-women squad and is expect-
ed to play

Australia crushed India by
85 runs in front of more than
86,000 fans at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground to win the T20
World Cup in 2020.

Lanning once again leads
the side after ending an indefi-
nite months-long break late last
month, allaying fears that she
had played her last internation-
al.

Australia will begin their
World Cup defence on February
12 against New Zealand before
pool games against Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka and South Africa.
Australia squad: Meg Lanning
(capt), Alyssa Healy, Darcie
Brown, Ashleigh Gardner, Kim
Garth, Heather Graham, Grace
Harris, Jess Jonassen, Alana
King, Tahlia McGrath, Beth
Mooney, Ellyse Perry, Megan
Schutt, Annabel Sutherland,
Georgia Wareham
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Repeatedly ignored across formats in
the last 18 months, Prithvi Shaw

butchered a hapless Assam attack to
submission with a breathtaking unbeat-
en 240 as Mumbai ended the opening
day of Group B Ranji match at a com-
fortable 397 for two, here Tuesday.

Shaw has already added 200 runs
for the unbroken third wicket partner-
ship with skipper Ajinkya Rahane (73
not out) as Mumbai aim for bonus
points against the Eastern state in order
to offset the dent caused by their defeat
against Saurashtra.

A free-flowing stroke maker, Shaw
hit 33 boundaries and a six in his knock
and was severe on each and every
bowler at the picturesque Amingaon
cricket ground.

The only six was struck over long
on fence while he played shots all
around the wicket.

There were shots behind the square
but some rasping drives through cov-
ers, the off drives and clipping the ball
through mid wicket and some pull
shots were part of his scoring wagon
wheel.

His scoring off Assam bowlers had
equitable distribution.

In fact, Shaw didn't score off 153
balls out of the 283 he faced on the day.
His 240 effectively came off 130 scor-
ing strokes.

Hridip Deka was smashed for 53
off 56 balls that he bowled to Shaw.

Spinner Roshan Alam suffered the
most with 76 being scored off his 76
balls. Shaw in his previous games had-
n't accumulated even 200 runs but the
kind of talent he is, it was a case of just
one innings and he hammered the not-
so-bad Assam to all corners of the
ground.

The Indian team is current choc a
bloc in terms of vacancy across formats
but a player of Shaw's quality perhaps
can't be kept at bay for too long.
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In complete contrast to Shaw's

innings, another Team India comeback
aspirant Hanuma Vihari made a
painstaking unbeaten 76 off 202 balls
as Andhra scored 203 for 3 against a
depleted Delhi bowling attack at the
Feroz Shah Kotla.

In fact, young opener CR
Gnaneshwar (81 off 158 balls) looked
more fluent in biting Delhi cold as off
spinner Hrithik Shokeen (1/49 in 13
overs) looked best bowler on view.
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Aformer scorer, an ex-soft-
ware engineer and a play-

er, whose career was cut short
by injury, scripted history on
Tuesday as Vrinda Rathi, Janani
Narayanan and Gayathri
Venugopalan became the first
female trio to officiate in the
prestigious Ranji Trophy.

Venugopal is officiating in
the second round match
between Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh in Jamshedpur
while Narayanan and Rathi
are umpiring in the Railways
versus Tripura game in Surat
and Goa versus Pondicherry
clash at Porvorim respectively.

Hailing from various back-
grounds, the trio, already well-
respected on the women's cir-
cuit, became pioneers courtesy
BCCI's decision to draft women
umpires on the men's domes-
tic circuit.

The 36-year-old Naraya-
nan loved cricket and every-
thing related to it. She wanted
to be on the field and even app-
roached Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association (TNCA) a couple
of times to become an umpire.

A few years after the state
body changed its rule to allow
women to officiate, she cleared
the BCCI's Level 2 umpiring
exam in 2018 and had to think
little before quitting her cushy
IT job to pursue umpiring.

She has also officiated in
the Tamil Nadu Premier League
in 2021.

The 32-year-old Rathi, on
the other hand, has risen from
the maidans of Mumbai. She
used to score local matches
before clearing the BCCI scor-
ers exam. She was the official
BCCI scorer for the 2013
Women's World Cup. Later
on, she moved to umpiring.

Narayanan and Rathi are
seasoned umpires and were also
included in International
Cricket Council's (ICC) panel
of development umpires back
in 2020.

Delhi-based Venugopalan,
43, dreamt of becoming a crick-
eter but a shoulder injury
quashed her hopes. She start-
ed umpiring in 2019 after clear-
ing the BCCI exam.

She has already served as a
reserve (fourth) umpire in
Ranji Trophy.
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Harry Brook on Tuesday
bagged his maiden ICC

Men's Player of the Month
crown after a blistering run of
scores which helped England
claim a historic World Test
Championship (WTC) series
victory in Pakistan.

Australia's Ashleigh Gard-
ner secured the ICC Women's
Player of the Month award as her
contributions with bat and ball

guided her side to T20I series
victory in India, and led her to
the summit of the Player
Rankings for all-rounders.

Both scoop their awards
following a global vote conduct-
ed among media representatives,
ICC Hall of Famers, former
international players, and fans
registered at icc-cricket.Com.

Brook was largely unstop-
pable during England's tri-
umphant Test return to Pakistan,
scoring centuries in each match

as the tourists sealed a 3-0 vic-
tory.

Despite having only played
a solitary Test match before
arriving in Pakistan, Brook lit up
the series with his aggressive
strokeplay and firepower, seam-
lessly integrating into England's
pioneering style of play in the
longer format.

He started the series in
Rawalpindi in emphatic fashion,
hitting 19 fours and five sixes on
his way to a blistering 153 in the
first innings, before another
quickfire 87 in the second inn-
ings ensured Pakistan fell short
on a dramatic final day. This set
the tone for his breakout month,
and he followed up with two fur-
ther impressive centuries —
108 in Multan and 111 in
Karachi.

Australia's talented all-
rounder Gardner celebrates her
maiden Player of the Month
crown to cap a landmark month.

Gardner's impressive 2022
ended with a flourish in Decem-
ber as she registered a total of
115 runs at an impressive strike
rate of 166.66, taking seven
wickets along the way at an aver-
age of 18.28 in the hard fought
T20I series victory against rivals
India.
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Ace Indian shuttlers Saina
Nehwal and Kidambi Sri-

kanth's woeful run continued as
they suffered first-round exits
from the season-opening Malay-
sia Open here on Tuesday.

London Olympics medallist
Saina, who endured a tough
2022 battling multiple injuries
and a lack of form, went down
12-21, 21-17, 12-21 to Han Yue
of China in the $1,250,000 Super
1000 tournament.

Gayatri Gopichand and
Treesa Jolly, in women's doubles,
were the only Indian badminton
players to win on the first day of
the tournament.

The Indian duo, who won a
bronze medal at the 2022
Commonwealth Games, beat
Hong Kong's Yeung Nga Ting
and Yeung Pui Lam 21-14, 21-
19 to enter the round of 16.

Former world number one
Srikanth's surrender was tamer.
The world championship silver
medallist, who has also been
struggling for form recently,
was stunned by the unseeded
Kenta Nishimoto of Japan 19-21,
14-21 in 42 minutes.

It was also curtains for
Akarshi Kashyap who was out-
played 10-21, 8-21 by Wen Chi
Hsu of Chinese Taipei in her

women's singles opener.
The men's doubles pair of

Krishna Garaga and Vishnuvar-
dhan Panjala lost their match to
South Korea's Kang Min Hyuk
and Seo Seung Jae 21-10, 21-18
in the first round.

Two-time Olympic medal-
list PV Sindhu will take on
Carolina Marin in her first
match on Wednesday while
Lakshya Sen and HS Prannoy
will fight it out for a place in the
round of 16.

In men's doubles, world
championships bronze medal-
lists Chirag Shetty and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy will
play against South Korea's Choi
Sol Gyu and Kim Won Ho.
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Former pacer Venkatesh
Prasad has criticised the

exclusion of Ishan Kishan from
India's playing eleven for the first
ODI against Sri Lanka, saying
"there is no way you drop a play-
er for scoring a double hundred".

Ahead of the first ODI
against Sri Lanka on Tuesday,
India skipper Rohit Sharma
made it clear that he will open

alongside Shubman Gill and
not Kishan, who scored a dou-
ble hundred in his last innings
in the 50-over format.

"Think fair would have been
to give chance to a man who
scored a double hundred in
India's last ODI, and in a series
where India lost two games and
the series.

"Have all the time in the
world for Gill, but no way you
drop a player for scoring a dou-

ble ton," Prasad said in a series
of tweets.

Playing only his 10th ODI,
Kishan had scored the fastest
double hundred in ODI cricket
history last month against
Bangladesh. Prasad, who played
33 Tests and 161 ODIs for India,
also feels that mediocrity is
being preferred over "x-factor" in
the current setup.

"There is a reason we have
under performed in limited
overs cricket. Constant chopping
changing and a guy who does
brilliantly and is an X factor is
dropped and mediocrity
retained.

"In Eng, Pant scored a hun-
dred in the final ODI and helped
India win the series. However
based on T20 form was dropped
from ODI team. KL Rahul on
the other hand barring a couple
of innings has failed consistent-
ly but retains his place. Perfor-
mance is not the foremost para-
meter. Sad," the 53-year-old
added.

Former India batter Moh-
ammad Kaif also had his say on
the subject.

"Slightly uncomfortable
with the prospect of watching an
Indian team today without last
ODI's double hundred scorer,
Ishan Kishan, and last T20's cen-
turion Suryakumar Yadav. Hope
they remain motivated," Kaif
tweeted.
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An authoritative Virat Kohli
headlined India's utterly

dominant performance with
his 45th ODI hundred as the
hosts pummelled Sri Lanka by
67 runs in the first of the three-
match series here on Tuesday.

Asked to bat first, India
rode former skipper Kohli's 87-
ball 113 and fluent half-cen-
turies from his successor Rohit
Sharma (83) and Shubman Gill
(70) to rake up an imposing 373
for seven in their allotted quota
of overs on a batting-friendly
strip.

In reply, the Sri Lankans
were never in the hunt and
ended at 306 for eight in 50
overs to hand the hosts a 1-0
lead in the rubber.

After opener Pathum
Nissanka fell for 72, visiting cap-
tain Dasun Shanaka waged a
lone battle and produced a
counterattacking century, even
as the others failed to put up any
resistance.

In the end, Shanaka
remained not out on 108 off 88
balls.

Young speed merchants
Umran Malik (3/57) and
Mohammed Siraj (2/30) then
put the icing on the cake in a
lopsided game.

Continuing his blazing
form into the New Year, Kohli
slammed his 73rd internation-
al hundred overall and made the
Lankans pay for two dropped
catches.

The exuberant Siraj once
again bowled splendidly with
the new ball and reduced the
Islanders to 23/2 inside six
overs to set the tone.

He first dismissed Avishka
Fernando and then rattled Kusal
Mendis' timber with a scorch-
ing delivery to cap a superb

opening spell of 5-1-15-2, laced
with 25 dot balls.

But Nissanka held on and
stood in two crucial partner-
ships with Dhananjaya de Silva
(47) and Charith Asalanka (23)
when India operated with spin
twins Yuzvendra Chahal (1/58)
and Axar Patel (0/32 from five
overs) in the middle overs.

Amid heavy dew, Malik
came to bowl in the middle
overs and struck thrice, dismiss-
ing Asalanka, Nissanka and
Dunith Wellalage to reduce
Lanka to 179/7 in 33.2 overs.

From there though,
Sahanka held the fort en route
to his second ODI century that
came in the penultimate ball of
their innings, after Rohit with-
drew an appeal for run out at the
non-striker's end after the bat-
ter had backed up too far.

Kohli, who scored 113
against Bangladesh in Chatto-
gram in India's last ODI, con-
tinued from where he left.

The class of Kohli was on
full display as he smashed 12
fours and one six and held on
to one end while wickets fell at
regular intervals in the middle
overs.

This was Kohli's third hun-
dred from three ODIs at
Guwahati — two here at the
Barsapara and one at the Nehru
Stadium.

He was dropped twice —
on 52 and 81 — on his way to
his 45th ODI century, four shy
of maestro Sachin Tendulkar's
all-time record of 49 hundreds
in the 50-over format.

Rohit responded to the crit-
icism of benching the in-form
duo of Ishan Kishan and
Suryakumar Yadav by giving
India a solid start in the com-
pany of Gill.

The Indian skipper had
preferred Gill over Ishan who

had to sit out despite a record-
breaking 210 in the last one-
dayer. Rohit slammed a 67-ball
83 (9x4, 3x6) in a knock of sheer
domination. On a flat deck,
Rohit was at ease while stepping
out to the Lankan pacers, and
also pulled them with noncha-

lance.
Gill was also at his fluent

best and complemented his
skipper while keeping his flair
and elegance intact.

Continuing his dream run
in ODIs, Gill brought up his
fifth half-century off 51 balls.

It was a one-way traffic for
the Indian opening duo before
Shanaka dismissed Gill. The
youngster was guilty of playing
across the line and was trapped
in front of the wicket.

Looking to bring an end to
his century drought, Rohit too

perished in addition of 30 runs
to the total. He was cleaned up
by debutant Dilshan Madu-
shanka.

The run-rate slowed down
and it was a welcome respite for
the Sri Lankans who were star-
ing at a 400-plus target.

The home team slowly
regained momentum with Kohli
and Shreyas Iyer (28) taking
charge of the middle-overs.

Having got the nod ahead
of Suryakumar, Iyer looked flu-
ent and hit Wanindu Hasaranga
for a six. But he failed to con-
vert his start.

The underfire KL Rahul
(39) also could not make it big
and was bowled around the legs
after being deceived by a slow-
er one from Kasun Rajitha.
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India captain Rohit Sharma

on Tuesday said he did not want
Sri Lanka skipper Dasun
Shanaka 'Mankaded' after the
batter had backed up too far on
way to a gallant hundred in the
first ODI here on Tuesday.

Riding Virat Kohli's 73rd
international hundred and half-
centuries from Rohit and
Shubman Gill, India posted an
imposing 373 for seven after
being asked to bat first.

Sri Lanka were never in the
hunt after losing half their side
for 161, but Shanaka (108 not
out off 88 balls) stood tall amid
the ruins with his fighting
knock. However, he wouldn't
have reached the landmark had
it not been for Rohit's interven-
tion. He withdrew an appeal for
run out at the non-striker's end
by Mohammed Shami after the
batter had left the crease, giving
Shanaka an opportunity to
complete his century.

"I had no idea Shami did
that (run-out), he (Shanaka) was
batting on 98. The way he bat-
ted was brilliant, we cannot get
him out like that. Not some-
thing that we thought off, hats
off to him, he played really well,"
Rohit said at the post-match
presentation ceremony.

After the batters' fine per-

formances, speed merchants
Umran Malik (3/57) and
Mohammed Siraj (2/30) put the
icing on the cake in a lopsided
game, though Rohit said India
could have bowled better as a
team.

"We started off really well
and to get that total was a great
effort from all the batters. The
platform was set to come out
and play freely. I thought we
could've bowled slightly better,
but don't want to be too critical
of it although the dew was not
so much.

"We bowled well as a unit
and if you want to win games
like this, everyone has to come
to the party. There are some
areas we need to look at as a
group and again it's a team
sport."

Man of the Match Kohli,
who struck 12 fours and a six in
his 87-ball 113, said one has to
play every game as if it is his last
outing. "I don't think there was
anything different. My prepara-
tion and intent always remain
the same. I thought I was hitting
the ball nicely. It was close to the
template I play with, I under-
stood we needed an extra 25-30
runs," Kohli said.

"I tried to understand the
conditions in the second half.
Tried to get a comfortable total
for us on the board. The one
thing I learnt was desperation
doesn't get you anywhere. You
do not need to complicate
things. You go out there and
play without any fear, I can't
hold on to things.

"You have to play for the
right reasons and almost play
every game like it's your last and
just be happy about it. The game
is going to move on. I am not
going to play forever, I am in a
happy space and enjoying my
time playing."
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