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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday called for

the human face of globalisation
ensuring prosperity for all and
does not create a climate crisis
or debt crisis, besides not lead-
ing to unequal distribution of
vaccines.

Making this assertion at
the Global South Summit here
hosted by India, the PM said,
“We appreciate the principle of
globalisation but developing
countries also desire that it does
not lead to over-concentrated
global supply chains. We want
globalisation that brings pros-
perity and well-being to
humanity as a whole. In short,
we want human-centric glob-
alisation.”

A day after cautioning that
the world is facing a crisis due
to the Ukraine conflict and cli-
mate change, while inaugurat-
ing the two-day summit host-
ed by India, the Prime Minister

on Friday said geopolitical ten-
sions distracted us from focus-
ing on our development prior-
ities. 

“To address geopolitical
fragmentation,  we urgently
need fundamental reform of
international bodies, including
UN Security Council,” he said.

Enunciating these issues,
Modi announced a new
Aarogya Maitri project. Under
this project, India will provide
essential medical supplies to
any developing country affect-
ed by natural disasters or
humanitarian crises.

Moreover, India will estab-

lish a Global South Centre of
Excellence. This institution will
undertake research on devel-
opment solutions or best prac-
tices of any of our countries
which can be scaled and imple-
mented in other members of
the global south,  he said.

“We will launch a Global
South Science and Technology
initiative to share our expertise
with other developing nations,”
the Prime Minister said.

Modi said the last three
years have been difficult, espe-
cially for the developing
nations. The challenges of the
Covid pandemic, rising prices

of fuel, fertiliser and food-
grains, and increasing geo-
political tensions have impact-
ed our development effort

Over the past two days, this
Summit has seen the partici-
pation of more than 120 devel-
oping countries — the largest-
ever virtual gathering of the
global south, he noted.

He also said for synergising
diplomatic voice of the devel-
oping nations he proposes a
Global South Young Diplomats
Forum to connect youthful
officers to our Foreign
Ministries. India will also insti-
tute Global South scholarships
for students from developing
countries to pursue higher
education in India, the Prime
Minister said.

Referring to India’s G20
Presidency this year, Modi said
the country will attempt to
voice the views of the Global
South on these important
issues.

In its development part-
nership, India’s approach has
been consultative, outcome-
oriented, demand-driven, peo-
ple-centric, and respectful of
the sovereignty of partner
countries, he said, adding, “I
firmly believe that countries of
the Global South have a lot to
learn from each other’s devel-
opment experiences.”

Continued on Page 2 

����������	
�
��������
��������	
�������

With the passing of every
day Joshimath town faces

the danger of becoming a casu-
alty of land subsidence. The
satellite images of Joshimath
released by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
show that the Himalayan town
sank at a rapid pace of 5.4 cm
in just 12 days, triggered by a
possible subsidence event on
January 2.

Amid reports that a simi-
lar situation can arise at other
subsidence-prone locations in
the State, the Uttarakhand
Government on Friday decid-
ed to conduct a study on the
carrying capacity of all towns
located in the hills.

The Government unveiled
a series of relief measures. The
decisions were taken at a meet-
ing of the State Cabinet here
chaired by Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami.

The Cabinet gave approval
to the construction of prefab-
ricated houses for short-term
rehabilitation of the affected
people of Joshimath at identi-
fied locations in Koti Farm,
Pipalkoti, Gauchar, Gaukh
Selang, and Dhak villages after
their survey.

Meanwhile, the prelimi-
nary study by ISRO’s National
Remote Sensing Centre
(NRSC) said the land subsi-

dence was slow between April
and November 2022, during
which the pictures were taken
from the Cartosat-2S satellite.

“The region subsided
around 5 cm within a span of
a few days and the areal extent
of subsidence has also
increased. But it is confined to
the central part of Joshimath
town,” the NRSC report said.

It said a subsidence zone
resembling a generic landslide
shape was identified — tapered

top and fanning out at the base.
The report noted that the

crown of the subsidence was
located near Joshimath-Auli
road at a height of 2,180 metres.

The images show the Army
Helipad and Narsingh Temple
as the prominent landmarks in
the subsidence zone that spans
the central part of Joshimath
town.

A total of 169 families con-
sisting of 589 members have so
far been shifted to relief centres.

There are 835 rooms serving as
relief centres in Joshimath and
Pipalkoti which can together
accommodate 3,630 people.
Interim assistance of �1.5 lakh
has been paid so far to 42
affected families. Dhami on
Thursday said a committee
would decide the market rate
for compensation to be paid to
the families affected in
Joshimath by keeping in mind
the interests of stakeholders.

Continued on Page 2 
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Flagging off the river cruise
“MV Ganga Vilas” through

video conferencing on Friday,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said river waterway was now
becoming the strength of India
and the new era of river cruise
tourism would generate
employment opportunities for
the youth of the country.

Besides inaugurating the
Tent City on the bank along the
Ganga in Varanasi, the Prime
Minister also inaugurated
Haldia Multi-Modal Terminal
in West Bengal, four floating
community jetties in UP and
Maritime Skill Development
Centre for North East at
Guwahati and laid the foun-
dation stones of five commu-
nity jetties in Bihar and of a
ship repair facility and an ele-
vated road at Pandu Terminal
in Guwahati.

“The river waterway is
becoming the new strength of
India and the new era of river
cruise tourism has more poten-
tial to generate new employ-
ment opportunities for the
youth of the country,” the
Prime Minister said while flag-

ging off the world’s longest river
cruise “MV Ganga Vilas” vir-
tually in a ceremony held at
Ravidas Ghat here. Not only
foreign tourists, tourists from
various parts of the country
would now head towards north
India, he added.

The areas situated on the
bank of rivers lagged behind in
the post-Independence period
as far as development was con-
cerned and it led to a massive
exodus of population from
these areas, the Prime Minister
said, adding that this situation
had to be changed and thus the
country adopted two approach-
es to address this unfortunate
situation — one, the Namami
Gange project to purify the
water of Ganga and, the other
is Arth Ganga project to give a
boost to the economic activities
in States through which the
holy river passes.   

This river cruise, which
would cover a distance of 3,200
km between Varanasi and
Dibrugarh in Assam in 51
days, would bring the tourism
sites of this region on the
world tourism map, the Prime
Minister said and added that
projects worth more than
�1,000 crore would give a boost

to tourism and employment
potential in eastern India.

“Today India has every-
thing and a lot beyond your
imagination. India can only be
experienced from the heart as
the nation has welcomed every-
one with open hearts irrespec-
tive of region or religion, creed
or country and has welcomed
tourists from all parts of the
world,” the Prime Minister said
while addressing the tourists
travelling in this cruise, adding
that it had something special
for everyone.

Those seeking spirituality
will cover destinations like
Kashi, Bodh Gaya,
Vikramshila, Patna Sahib and
Majuli, the tourists looking
out for a multinational 
cruise experience will get the
opportunity via Dhaka in
Bangladesh and those who
want to witness the natural
diversity of India will cross
through Sundarbans and the
forests of Assam.

The cruise would pass
through 25 river streams and it
has significant importance for
those who have a keen interest
in understanding the river sys-
tems of India, he pointed out.

Continued on Page 2 
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Fulfilling its key poll promise,
the Himachal Pradesh

Government-led by Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu in its first Cabinet meet-
ing on Friday approved the
restoration of the Old Pension
Scheme in the State.

There are over 1.36 lakh
employees, including employ-
ees and pensioners under the
New Pension Scheme (NPS).
The Congress had promised to
restore the Old Pension
Scheme (OPS) in the first
Cabinet meeting and it stood
by it.

The benefit of old pension
scheme would be given from
Friday itself and notification in
this regard would be issued
soon, said Sukhu while inter-
acting with the media persons
after the Cabinet meeting. 

Continued on Page 2
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In a surprise U-turn, Shankar
Mishra, accused of urinating

on an elderly woman on an Air
India flight last November told
a city court on Friday that the
complainant urinated on her-
self because of a medical con-
dition and then blamed him for
the act.

The claim by Mishra’s
lawyer Ramesh Gupta, made
for the first time since the sor-
did event unfolded on an Air
India New York-New Delhi
flight on November 26 last year,
flies in the face of denunciation
of the accused by some of the

co-passengers and even a string
of WhatsApp exchanges he
had with the victim woman
which suggested the unsavory
incident indeed took place.

The denial comes just two
days after Mishra said he was
not running away from the fact
that the act was obscene and
revolting, however arguing that
the complainant’s statement
does not make a case of using
criminal force to outrage her
modesty.

Continued on Page 2
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Atotal of 11 police personnel
from Rohini district, who

were deployed in PCR vans and
at police pickets along the
route where Anjali Singh’s hit-
and-run incident took place,
have been suspended and dis-
ciplinary action has been ini-
tiated against them.

DCP Guriqbal Singh Sidhu
said that five policemen on two
pickets and six personnel in
three PCR vans have been sus-
pended in the Rohini district.
Of them, two are sub-inspec-
tors, four assistant sub-inspec-
tors, four head constables, and
one constable.

Officials said further action
will be taken against them
based on the results of the
internal disciplinary proceed-
ings. “As approved by the com-
petent authority, a total of 11
policemen of Rohini district
deployed on the route at PCRs

and pickets have been sus-
pended in view of the
Sultanpuri incident,” officials
said.

The action comes a day
after the Ministry of Home
Affairs on Thursday directed
the Delhi police commission-

er to suspend all its personnel
deployed on the route follow-
ing a report on the accident
submitted by an inquiry com-
mittee headed by special com-
missioner of police Shalini
Singh.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Friday once again came

down hard on TV channels,
saying they are creating divi-
sions in society and went to
extent of observing that hate-
creating anchors should be
taken off the air. The court was
hearing a petition seeking
direction to control hate
speech.

The Central Govt’s counsel
said that the Government is
planning to introduce com-
prehensive amendments to the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC) to tackle hate speech. 

The Bench comprising
Justices KM Joseph and BV
Nagarathna even observed that
such hate-creating anchors
have to be taken off the air and
said that TV channels work as
per the dictates of their funders
and asked the Govt to suggest
ways to tackle these issues.

Detailed report on P4

��� �����
��		���
�����
�
��	�
����������������

�����������������
�	������������
���� ����������������!" �	���

��	������*�A trainee
ticketing agent of British
Airways was held for making
a hoax bomb call to stop the
SpiceJet flight of his friends’
girlfriends on Thursday. 

Detailed report on P2

��������	��The IAF recently
detained a foreign-origin
pilot of Alliance Air at
Uttarlai Air Force station,
Rajasthan for a few hours for
reportedly taking pictures,
videos in the prohibited area.  

Detailed report on P4
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The Delhi Government on
Friday announced the

complete transformation of the
Dilli Haat, the cultural hub with
modern artifacts and will be
illuminated with state-of-the-
art LED lights. The work will
be completed in the next five to
six months.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia approved the
proposed design for the mod-
ification of Dilli Haat.

“The designs for INA's
modification emphasise on the
use of natural sustainable raw
materials, such as to revamp all
existing stalls with bamboo
roofing. The food court of
Dilli Haat will be upgraded and
a luxurious indoor dining area
will be created. As per the
plans, the modification work
shall be complete within the
next five to six months,” said
Sisodia, while addressing the
media.

“Dilli Haat located at INA
is a unique cultural hub and
reflects the diverse, dynamic
culture of India. It is also a cen-

tre of tourism in Delhi and
tourists coming to the city
always ensure that they visit
Dilli Haat. This hub gives peo-
ple an opportunity to witness
and partake in the culture of
different states of India,” he
said.

“The Delhi government
will modify Dilli Haat with
these considerations in mind,
so as to preserve its cultural
value, so that it can be given a

new look and attract thousands
of tourists over the coming
years,” Deputy CM stated.

“The transformation of
Dilli Haat shall greatly enhance
the visual appeal and experi-
ence of the hub for the tourists
that visit the place. The modi-
fication has several elements as
a part of the plan, such as the
replacement of the existing
flooring, curb stones and slate
stones. The Benches present at

various spots within the
premises for tourists will also
be upgraded,” informed
Sisodia.

Deputy CM said that keep-
ing the environment in mind,
natural raw material shall be
used during the modification.
“The walls will be redevel-
oped using stone nets. Modern
art will be used to decorate the
entire Haat all the way up to the
entrance,” he underlined.
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday felici-

tated Delhi-based medal win-
ners at the Commonwealth
Games, 2022.

The event, hosted by the
Delhi government's Directorate
of Education and Sports of
Delhi government, was also
attended by Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia.
Kejriwal handed over incentive
cheques to the seven medallists
-- Ravi Dahiya, Pinki, Navneet
Singh, Tulika Mann, Tejaswini
Shankar, Pooja Gehlot and
Rohit Tokas. Rs 2.60 crore was

also disbursed among the
medal winners.

Delhi is making its mark in
the country in sports. India
won 61 medals in the
Commonwealth Games, of
which sportspersons from
Delhi won seven, Kejriwal said
in his address.

"Less than two per cent of
the country's population live in
Delhi but we brought more
than 10 per cent of the medals
for the country. There is no
dearth of talent in our country
but sportspersons don't get
facilities because of political
interference. We changed this
in Delhi," he claimed.
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From Page 1
On Thursday, the Prime

Minister had referred to press-
ing global challenges such as
food and energy security trig-
gered by the Ukraine conflict,
terrorism, and climate change
and said the developing coun-
tries are feeling the impact of
the situation though they were
not responsible for it.

“We have turned the page
on another difficult year, that
saw war, conflict, terrorism
and geo-political tensions, ris-
ing food, fertiliser and fuel
prices, climate-change driven
natural disasters, and lasting
economic impact of the Covid
pandemic,” he said. “It is clear
the world is in a state of crisis.
It is difficult to predict how long
this state of instability will last,”
Modi said. He said there is a

need to “re-energise” the world,
and pitched for a global agen-
da of ‘Respond, Recognise,
Respect and Reform’ to deal
with the challenges.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said at the summit
on Friday India and the Global
South have not only a common
future but also a common past.
We shoulder burdens of a colo-
nial past, even as we face
inequities of the current world
order, he said. He was address-
ing the Foreign Ministers’
Session on G20 at the Voice of
Global South Summit. “While
we promote faster rebalancing,
more multipolarity and
reformed multilateralism, it is
imperative that key global con-
versations of our times reflect
our concerns and challenges” he
added.

From Page 1
“This lady (complainant) is suffering from a medical condi-

tion… She urinated on herself and is now blaming Mishra,” Gupta
made the submission before Additional Sessions Judge Harjyot
Singh Bhalla while arguing against a Delhi police petition seek-
ing revision of an order passed by a magisterial court denying police
his custodial interrogation.

“I’m not the accused. There must be someone else. It seems
she herself urinated. She was suffering from some disease related
to the prostate which several ‘Kathak dancers’ seem to suffer from.
It was not me. The seating system was such that no one could go
to her seat. Her seat could only be approached from behind, and
in any case, the urine could not reach to seat’s front area. Also, the
passenger sitting behind the complainant did not make any such
complaint,” Gupta told the court.

The judge disposed of the application, saying the submissions
made before him did not seem to have been made in front of the
metropolitan magistrate. He said police can approach the magis-
terial court with its application afresh.

Meanwhile noted Kathak dancer and Padma awardee Shovana
Narayan reacted sharply on the submission of Mishra’s lawyer say-
ing that she do not agree with it at all. “I think it is the weirdest
reasoning that has ever been put forth. Any peeing or not peeing
is not related to any vocation at all. He is trying to create a diver-
sion from the fact that he has outraged a woman’s modesty. I think
this is what we all need to understand that this is not done. You
cannot pee on a person,” she said while reacting to the submis-
sion made by Mishra’s lawyer.

Gupta accused police and the press of turning the case into
a joke. “The first complaint was made by the complainant a day
after the incident. What was the claim? To refund. That was done
by the airline. The police and press have turned this case into a
joke... Was this case so big, was it a murder case that they reached
Bangalore to arrest me and called me an absconder? He was
removed from the job,” the defence counsel said.

From Page 1
The State Government on

Friday decided to waive for six
months the electricity and
water bills of families and indi-
viduals affected in the subsi-
dence-hit Joshimath. The
Government also decided to
put on hold the repayment of
bank loans owed by the affect-
ed people for one year. The
cooperative banks will imple-
ment the one-year moratorium
on repayment of loans imme-
diately, while the State
Government will request the
Centre to ask commercial
banks to take a similar measure
for the affected people in
Joshimath, chief secretary SS
Sandhu said at a press confer-

ence after the Cabinet meeting.
The Cabinet decided to
increase the amount being
given by the State Government
to the affected families to pay
rent from Rs 4,000 per month
to Rs 5,000 per month. It also
authorised the Chief Minister
to increase it further on the rec-
ommendation of the District
Magistrate.

People in Joshimath have
been complaining that Rs 4,000
for rent is too low.

Each affected family stay-
ing in temporary relief camps
built in hotels and residential
units will be paid Rs 950 per
room per day for their accom-
modation besides Rs 450 per
head per day for expenses.

From Page 1
Modi said it is a golden

opportunity for those who
wanted to explore the myriad
culinary and cuisines of India.
“One can witness the extraor-
dinary amalgamation of the
heritage of India and its moder-
nity on this cruise,” the PM
said.

He also said similar expe-
riences were being readied in
other inland waterways of the
country to give a boost to
cruise tourism while keeping in
mind the budget as well as the
luxury experience.

“India is entering into a
robust phase of tourism as
with a growing global profile,
the curiosity about India is also
increasing,” he said and added
that keeping this view, various
steps were taken to expand the
tourism sector in the country
during the last eight years.
“Places of faith were developed
on priority and Kashi is a live
example of such efforts. With
improved facilities and the
rejuvenation of Kashi
Vishwanath Dham, Kashi has
seen a huge increase in the
number of visiting devotees.
This has given a massive boost
to the local economy,” he said.

The PM said this decade of
the 21st century was a decade
of infrastructure transforma-

tion in India which was wit-
nessing a level of infrastructure
which was unimaginable a few
years ago and added that from
social infrastructure like hous-
es, toilets, hospitals, electricity,
water, cooking gas, education-
al institutions to digital infra-
structure to physical connec-
tivity infrastructure like rail-
ways, waterways, airways and
roads, all these were strong
indicators of the rapid growth
of India.

“Today’s event is a reflec-
tion of the policies, decisions
and direction taken after 2014
in the country,” he said.
“Despite the rich history of
river waterways in ancient
time, this mode of transport
was not used but after 2014,
this ancient strength is being
used to the cause of modern
India by introducing new laws
and drafting out detailed action
plans to develop waterways in
big rivers,” the PM said, adding
that in 2014 there were only
five national waterways in the
country and now there were
111 national waterways in the
country and about two dozen
were already in operation.
Similarly, there has been a
three times increase in cargo
transportation via river water-
ways from 30 lakh metric tons
eight years ago, he added.

From Page 1
The brutal death of Anjali,

a 20-year-old sole breadwinner
of a family of five, in the wee
hours of January 1, 2023,
shocked the nation. Her scoot-
er was hit by a Baleno car that
was being driven by five drunk
men and she got caught
underneath the four-wheeler
vehicle and dragged for 12 km.
Seven people have been arrest-
ed in connection with the
accident.

The MHA has directed
the Delhi Police to file the
chargesheet in the case as soon
as possible so that the culprits
are punished. The police have
also been ordered to ensure
that there is no let-up in the
investigation and fortnightly
reports on progress in the

probe are submitted to the
MHA. The report was sub-
mitted by Singh and it high-
lighted loopholes in the police
response to the incident.

In a letter sent to Delhi
Police, the Ministry added
that the role of supervisory
officers should also be exam-
ined and if their negligence
was established, action should
be initiated against them. The
Ministry asked the police to
assess all the poorly lit roads in
the city and work with civic
authorities to get them prop-
erly illuminated. It also asked
for the installation of CCTVs
in vulnerable stretches.

The MHA has additional-
ly asked the police to send a
report on the progress of the
case every 15 days.

From Page 1
He said we would fulfill

our promise to provide Rs
1,500 per month to women and
a sub-committee with Cabinet
Ministers, including Chander
Kumar, Dhani Ram Shandil,
Anirudh Singh and Jagat Negi,
has been constituted to prepare
a road map for disbursement of
Rs 1,500 per month in 30 days.

A  Committee has also
been constituted to explore
the possibility of one lakh
jobs. The liability under the
OPS for this year is about Rs
800 to Rs 900 crores which
would be borne by the
resource mobilisation like an
increase of Rs 3 on VAT on

diesel. Sukhu reiterated that
the state government has not
restored OPS for votes but for
giving social security and safe-
guarding the self-respect of
the employees who have
scripted the history of the
development of Himachal.

The matter has been stud-
ied in depth and in spite of
some reservations by finance
officers, the issue has been
settled and all the employees
under the New Pension
Scheme would be covered
under OPS, he added. Sukhu
said the previous the BJP
Government has not given
arrears worth Rs 11,000 crores
approx, including Rs 4,430

crores to employees, Rs 5,226
crores to pensioners and Rs
1,000 crores dearness allowance
of the sixth pay commission.
Sukhu also said that the state is
under debt of Rs 75,000 crores
due to the financial misman-
agement and wasteful expen-
diture by the previous BJP
Government.

The Government de-noti-
fied over 900 institutions
opened by the previous BJP
Government without Budget as
a sum of Rs 5,000 crores was
required to make them func-
tional. Hard decisions would
have to be taken as
Government cannot run under
huge debt, he added.
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The construction work of the
grand Ram temple, being

built in Ayodhya, is going on,
on a war footing as over 60 per
cent of the temple construction
work has been completed and
the goal is to complete the work
of the sanctum sanctorum of
the temple by December 2023
and install the idol of Ram Lalla
at the garbhagriha on Makar
Sankranti in 2024..

Champat Rai, general sec-
retary of Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teertha Kshetra
Trust, said on Friday that the
grand temple of Maryada
Purushottam Lord Shri Ram

would be ready before its fixed
deadline.“The construction of
the temple is going on at a fast
pace. By October 2023, the
construction work of the first

floor of the temple
will be completed
and ‘pran
pratishthan’ cere-
mony will be per-
formed between
January 1 and
January 14,” Rai
said and added that
about 62 per cent of
the construction
work of the temple
had been complet-
ed so far.

The work of
the temple is to be

done in three phases. The work
of the first phase will be com-
pleted in December 2023. This
also includes the construction
of the sanctum sanctorum.
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Lieutenant-Governor (L-G) VK Saxena
and Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal

met after a long gap to discuss governance,
only to blame each other for the lack of it
in the national Capital.  

While Kejriwal said that the L-G told
him that he can ask for any file since he
is the "administrator" and stressed that var-
ious orders of the L-G are illegal in view
of the 2018 Supreme Court judgement on
transferred subjects, the L-G flagged a 12-
point concern list including “immoral con-
tinuance of Satyendar Jain as Minister
despite being in prison”, and no hospital
or flyover being made in the last 8 years
among others.

Interestingly, both Kejriwal and Saxena
advised each other not to politicise every
issue and focus on governance. Addressing
a press conference after the weekly meet-
ing with Saxena, Kejriwal alleged that dur-

ing his meeting with the L-G, he had cited
Supreme Court judgments and various
provisions of the Constitution but Saxena
said that he has been referred to as the
"administrator" and enjoys supreme
authority."Delhi L-G has been interfering
in the Government's work that is causing
inconvenience to people of Delhi. My
intention was to sort out the issues, which

is why I carried copies of the Constitution,
Motor Vehicles Act, School Education Act,
Supreme Court judgement," Kejriwal said.
Kejriwal said that there are two kinds of
subjects in Delhi - "reserved subjects" that
include police, land, and public order on
which LG can only take decisions, and
"transferred subjects". "All the other sub-
jects come under the Delhi Government.

On July 4, the Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court had passed a judgement
that said the L-G has not been entrusted
with any independent decision-making
power in terms of transferred subjects," he
said. He also said, "There is no indepen-
dent authority vested in the L-G to take
decisions. In some matters, he can act as
a judicial authority."  

Kejriwal said that this means that var-
ious orders passed by L-G, including
ones on sealing of Delhi Dialogue and
Development Commission Vice Chairman
Jasmine Shah's office and issuing of notice
demanding Rs 164 crore in recovery for ad
expenses, are "illegal and unconstitution-
al". "However, the L-G said that he has been
referred to as the 'Administrator' and
enjoys supreme authority," Kejriwal added.

The Chief Minister also said that sev-
eral departments stopped payments to the
Delhi Government three months ahead of
the MCD polls. "Officials said that they had

been unofficially told to do so. This was
done to hurt the AAP in the polls," he said.

After Kejriwal’s press conference, Raj
Niwas issued a press release saying that the
statements that the Chief Minister attrib-
uted to Saxena with regard to orders of the
Supreme Court and powers as adminis-
trator are misleading and twisted to suit
a particular agenda.

Informing about the points that were
discussed in the meeting, Raj Niwas said
that the points which were underlined in
the meeting are broken/potholed roads; no
new flyover/underpass in eight years,
record Air pollution and worsening con-
dition of Yamuna, no new Hospital in eight
years, no new school / college building in
eight years, despite 13 plots given by DDA,
no effort undertaken to create new park/
green space.

“Apart from this, encroachment on
Yamuna floodplains, worsened drainage
system – severe waterlogging across the

city, no effort ever taken to clean Najafgarh
Drain, corruption in Government
Departments, illegal appointment of pri-
vate persons as government nominees on
Boards of Private DISCOMS instead of
government officers, despite written objec-
tions from two LGs, delaying and derail-
ing projects of National / Public
Importance – redevelopment of AIIMS,
new Academic Blocks in IIT, expansion of
Metro and NHAI projects and immoral
continuation of Satyendra Jain as Minister
despite him being in prison for long were
the topics which were raised by the L-G
in the meeting,” Raj Niwas said.

The statement said that all statements
attributed by the CM to the LG in his press
conference after the meeting, with regards
to orders of the Supreme Court, powers as
administrator, supremacy over all subjects
and directions to officers are misleading,
patently false and fabricated and twisted
to suit a particular agenda. 
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his deputy

Manish Sisodia on Friday
alleged that Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena returned
a proposal to send Government
teachers to Finland for training,
asking them to do a cost-ben-
efit analysis of the programme
first. The AAP workers led by
MLA Atishi also protested out-
side the L-G's residence over
the issue.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Kejriwal said the LG
twice returned a file (contain-
ing the proposal) to send Delhi
Government teachers to
Finland for training, asking if
a cost-benefit analysis of the
programme has been done.

"I told him that a soldier

lays down his life for the coun-
try but merely gets a salary of
Rs 50,000 to Rs 60,000. Have
we ever done a cost-benefit
analysis of a soldier's life? We
are shaping the future of our
children here. 

We are building a nation. I
spend my entire salary on my
children. You cannot do cost-
benefit analysis of certain
things," he said. 

At a press conference ear-
lier in the day, Sisodia said so
far around 1,100 teachers have
undergone training abroad,
including Singapore, the UK
and Finland.

Sisodia said the BJP was
trying to "use all its might" to
stop the Delhi Government's
efforts to send school teachers
to Finland for training. 

"We sent teachers to
Finland as it is one of the best
places that has carried out
education reforms. We want to
expose our teachers to such
international standards, as it is
the teachers who contribute to
raising the standard of educa-
tion," Sisodia told reporters. 

He said, "The BJP doesn't
know it because they have

nothing to do with education."
Sisodia said the file regarding
sending teachers to Finland for
training will be again sent to
the LG. Now that the people of
the BJP have an "unauthorised
hold" over the services depart-
ment, they are "doing dirty pol-
itics" to stop the AAP
Government in Delhi from
giving the best training to
teachers, he alleged. The LG
returned the proposal to send
a batch of teachers to Finland
in December, questioning the
credentials of the institution
imparting training and whether
guidelines were being followed,
the AAP leader said.

"When we answered his
queries, he asked for a cost-
benefit analysis and if such a
programme can be done in
India," Sisodia said, adding,
"The Prime Minister and Chief
Ministers of BJP-ruled States
will go to the World Economic
Forum. Will that also be
stopped on the pretext of cost-
benefit analysis?"

He said that if the LG
cares for the future of children
and doesn't want their educa-
tion to be impacted, then he

"should not side with the BJP
in their conspiracy". "We want-
ed to send a batch of 30 teach-
ers to Finland for training.
The LG delayed it on one pre-
text or another," Sisodia
claimed.

Reacting to Sisodia's alle-
gations, the Raj Niwas in a
series of tweets said, "L-G has
not rejected the proposal for
the training program for pri-
mary-in-charges in Finland.
Any statement on (to) the con-
trary is misleading and mis-
chievously motivated".  

“The Government has
been advised to evaluate the
proposal in totality and record
the cost benefit analysis in
tangible terms, so as to assess
the effectiveness of various
foreign training programmes
for teachers undertaken in the
past,” it tweeted. 

“LG has also advised for
examining and identifying sim-
ilar training programmes in the
Institutions of Excellence, with-
in the country, so as to ensure
optimal utilization of resources,
fiscal prudence and adminis-
trative effectiveness,” L-G sec-
retariat further tweeted. 
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Delhi Lieutenant-Governor
(L-G) VK Saxena on Friday

ordered removal of the Delhi
Government’s nominees
appointed by the Arvind
Kejriwal Government from the
Board of the Anil Ambani-
owned DISCOMs BRPL (BSES
Rajdhani Power Limited) and
BYPL (BSES Yamuna Power
Limited), who allegedly caused
a Rs 8,683.67 crore loss to the
Government. 

He also directed to replace
them with senior Government
officers, as had been the prac-
tice in the past. These nominees
include AAP spokesperson
Jasmine Shah, Naveen ND
Gupta (son of AAP MP, ND
Gupta), Umesh Tyagi and JS
Deswal.  

Saxena has also asked the
Directorate of Vigilance to
investigate the omission/com-
mission noted on part of these
private individuals acting as

Government nominees, from
the angle of any possible quid
pro quo. Saxena has allegedly
taken the decision on the basis
of an inquiry report submitted
to him by Power Department
and the Chief Secretary, fol-
lowing a complaint on
September 26, 2022.  The L-G
has asked for Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal to be informed
about this and action be taken.

The Delhi Government
dismissed the allegations as
"absolutely baseless" and said the
decisions taken by the L-G are
"illegal". "All allegations made by
the L-G are absolutely baseless.
The Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court has clearly said
in its orders that the LG does
not have any powers to take
independent decisions. 

Therefore, his decisions and
directions are illegal and uncon-
stitutional. He is acting like a
dictator with complete disregard
for the highest court of our land.
This is tantamount to con-

tempt of the Hon'ble Supreme
Court," the AAP government
said in a statement. Meanwhile,
Raj Niwas said the nomination
of these private individuals to
the boards of the discoms was
patently illegal "since due
process of law was not fol-
lowed and their appointment
was void". 

"These compromised nom-
inees provided undue financial
benefits running into thou-
sands of crores to Ambani's dis-
coms at the cost of the State
exchequer and Delhi
Government-run undertakings
(DTL, IPGCL and PPCL). The
L-G has asked for the Chief
Minister to be informed about
this and action be taken," Raj
Niwas said in a statement.

It has been brought out in
the report that, these private
individuals were illegally
appointed surreptitiously by
the AAP government as ‘gov-
ernment nominees’ on the
Board of BRPL and BYPL in
2019, despite written objec-
tions on file by the then LG,
Najeeb Jung on November 1,
2016 and LG, Anil Baijal on
August 11, 2017. 

In 2017, CM Kejriwal had
sent a file proposing their
appointment as Government
nominees, disposing of which
Baijal had directed that a
Cabinet Decision in this regard
be taken and sent to him so that,
he could invoke difference of
opinion as per Clause 4 of
Article 239AA of the
Constitution of India. 

However, the Cabinet took
a decision to appoint them and
instead of sending the file to LG,
Baijal, who would have invoked
the said clause, surreptitiously
notified the appointment of
these private individuals as
Government nominees on the
Board of the DISCOMs.

Once appointed these
Government nominees rather
than taking care of the govern-
ment interests, in cahoots with
the Anil Ambani nominees on
the Board, facilitated a decision
of the DISCOMs Boards of
unilaterally lowering interest
rates charged on LPSC (that
these DISCOMs owed to
DTL/PPCL/IGPCL), from 15-
18 per cent to 12 per cent, there-
by causing a loss of Rs 8683.67
crore, said the statement.
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Delhi BJP on Friday lashed
out at the AAP saying that

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
is trying to cover up the wrong-
doings of his Government by
putting the blame on
Lieutenant-Governor (L-G)
VK Saxena and the bureaucra-
cy.

Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri said that Kejriwal is
blaming L-G for his own inef-
ficiency but a liquor scam
worth thousands of crores took
place in the national Capital
and the Delhi Government
itself withdrew the new liquor
policy.

“Will Kejriwal tell whether
the L-G asked him to withdraw
the liquor policy for this? The
liquor policy was withdrawn
because the AAP Government
came to know that this scam
has been exposed,” Bidhuri
alleged.

“The decision to purchase
one thousand buses in the
Capital was withdrawn by the
AAP Government because
there was a huge scam in the
purchase of buses. 

The balance sheet of the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) has not
been prepared since 2016, has
the L-G asked for this also.
Despite the court saying, nei-
ther the audit of the Board was
done, nor was the balance
sheet prepared. Has Saxena
issued any instructions for this
also?” Bidhuri questioned.

“Being the CM, he should
not make such irresponsible
statements. He should disclose
which officer has told him so.
If he will not tell, then it means
he is lying, and such a liar has
no right to continue in his post.
He should immediately resign
from his post,” Bidhuri said.

The LoP said that Kejriwal
have to prove which officers are

not working intentionally or are
following some other instruc-
tions. “The truth is that the
AAP does not know how to
run the Delhi Government
and they violate the rules at
every step, which the officers
refuse to accept. 

The Kejriwal Government
has abolished Question Hour
in the Delhi Assembly. The
right of the members to ask
questions has been taken away,”
Bidhuri added.

However, Delhi BJP work-
ing president Virendra
Sachdeva has said that Kejriwal
is a master of melodrama and
after his meeting with L-G, he
again showed melodramatic
oratory skills but this time his
melodrama neither succeeded
nor has struck cord with peo-
ple of the national capital.
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Conman Sukesh
Chandrasekhar, who is

lodged in jail in connection
with Rs 200 crore extortion
case, in a fresh letter to Delhi
Lieutenant Governor, has
alleged that he is being “men-
tally harassed” and “threat-
ened” by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and jailed
AAP minister Satyendar Jain
to withdraw his complaint
against them. 

Sukesh alleged that Jain
called him and gave him 48

hours to withdraw the cases
filed against the two and
destroy the evidence.

He also wrote that he was
being tortured by the jail offi-
cials and staffers. In his letter
to the LG, Sukesh  alleged, "I

have been severely threatened
and harassed by Kejriwal and
Jain, through the Jail
Administration and their loyal
jail staff.  

One month back when I
was lodged in jail-14, Mandoli,
and deputed his confidant
staff such as Rajender,
Superintendent and Jay Singh
Deputy Superintendent to
threaten me and to again start
extorting me but I was very
firm that I would not succumb
to their threats and pressure."

Sukesh alleged that last
week Jain had given him "a
final opportunity" to accept
their demands and to hand
over all evidence against them
in my possession to him. He
said that the message was
given by him through Jail-14
Superintendent Rajkumar on
December 31.
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Noida Police on Friday
arrested two persons and

busted a gang allegedly
involved in duping hefty sums
of money from aspiring doctors
on pretext of facilitating their
admission into MBBS courses.

According to Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Noida
district, Harish Chander, the
third member and key opera-
tive of the gang is still at large
but has been identified.

The police had started
investigation after lodging an
FIR at the Sector 126 police sta-
tion over a complaint of fraud
by a Lucknow-based aspirant
Darshika Singh (26) who

claimed being cheated of Rs
13.98 lakh by Noida-based
Truth Advisors Career
Consultancy. "On the basis of
the complaint, a team was
formed in the supervision of
ACP (Noida 1) Rajneesh Verma
to investigate the case and
resultantly we have arrested
two persons although the mas-
termind of the gang is abscond-
ing,” DCP Chander said.

Citing investigation find-
ings, the officer said the gang
targeted aspirant doctors who
scored low in the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) on pretext of helping
them with admission into
MBBS course.

Those held have been iden-
tified as Deepak Kumar, a
native of Muzaffarpur district in
Bihar, and Rajesh Kumar
Ahuja, who hails from Banda
district in Uttar Pradesh,
according to the police. "The
gang would call the aspirants

and assure them of admission
on paid seats. The gang quot-
ed Rs 35 lakh for a seat (in a
medical college) in home state
(of a candidate) and Rs 25 lakh
in other states. 

This way, they would get in
touch with aspirants," he said.
"Further, they would carry out
some forged document work
and also arrange a visit to med-
ical colleges as selected by an
aspirant. 

They would even book
flight tickets for the aspirant and
arrange stay in a hotel. In the
hotel, they arranged aspirant's
meeting with someone who
posed as official of the medical
college but in reality this person
would also be their partner in
crime,” the IPS officer said.

Chander said that once the
aspirant and his/her family
appeared convinced, the gang
took payment from them and
handed over a forged admis-
sion letter to them.
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Usha Rani, a double MA,
was one of the 13 women

bus drivers who were handed
appointment letters by Delhi
Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot on Friday.

DTC now has 34 women
drivers navigating the city
roads, one of the highest in any
state in India, a statement by
the Delhi government said.
"The Delhi Government has
been consistently working on
inducting more women as bus
drivers under its city trans-
portation fleet. 

"Ten women out of the 13
women given a letter of
appointment today have joined
after receiving training under
the Delhi government's
'Mission Parivartan' initiative,"
the government said in a state-
ment. Seventeen women were

hired under the initiative, while
the rest 17 have been recruit-
ed directly by DTC, it said.  In
April 2022, Gahlot kicked off
'Mission Parivartan,' an initia-
tive to train women to help
obtain the Heavy Motor
Vehicle (HMV) licences. The

programme is currently train-
ing its 4th batch of women can-
didates, having already trained
123 women. Out of the 13
women drivers who received a
letter of appointment on Friday,
six are from Delhi and three
from Haryana. Nirmala Devi,

Rekha, Lata Rathour,
Rajkumari, Meena and Maya
Devi are from Delhi, while
Nisha, Sonia and Usha Rani are
from Haryana. Abita Mishra
originally hails from Bihar,
Laxmi Rawat from Uttar
Pradesh, Asha Rani from West
Bengal, and Neetu Devi is
from Rajasthan.

As she got her appointment
letter, Abita Mishra said, "Now
we have become birds that
soar in the sky from a frog in
the well due to this training."

Usha Rani, who has a dou-
ble MA in yoga science and
physical education, said it
would be challenge to drive
through heavy Delhi traffic.

"I started training as a bus
driver in October last year. I
have driven on Haryana's roads
in a car but driving a bus on
Delhi roads will be challenging.
Haryana's roads are wider and

have lesser traffic, but in Delhi,
traffic will be a challenge," she
said. Laxmi Rawat, who has
been a cab driver since 2017,
was held back by lack of money
for training, till she heard
about the Delhi government
scheme.  "My dream was to
drive a bus, but I didn't have
money to pay for the training.
After hearing about the train-
ing programme of the Delhi
government, I joined it and
now I am fulfilling my dreams."

Gahlot called  women an
inspiration to thousands others
across country. "Each of these
34 women drivers in Delhi's
transportation fleet is an inspi-
ration and a role model for all
women across India. Under
leadership of Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, Delhi has
been focused on empowering
women and taking a lead in
public transportation of  city.

NEW DELHI: Delhi
Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot on Friday asked bus
drivers to keep to the lanes
designated for their vehicles
and adhere to the speed limit
to reduce the possibility of
accidents.

Addressing a gathering of
100 cluster bus drivers, who
will undergo road safety train-
ing, he said the Delhi govern-
ment had kicked off the bus
lane enforcement drive in
April last year which led to a
huge improvement in the atti-
tude of bus drivers. "We start-
ed the bus lane enforcement

drive in April last year and bus
drivers were challaned. I urge
all of you to drive in the left
lane. Our bus queue shelters
are on the left side so it is nec-
essary that you keep to the left
lane," he told the gathering.
Gahlot also asked the bus dri-
vers to follow the speed limit
while driving. 

"You should follow the
speed limit. I know that you
have to complete a trip with-
in a stipulated time but it is
essential that you drive with-
in the speed limit so that acci-
dents can be averted," he
added. SR

New Delhi: A trainee ticketing
agent of British Airways was
arrested for making a hoax
bomb call to stop the flight of
his friends' girlfriends to the
SpiceJet call center at IGI
Airport in Delhi on Thursday.
The accused person has been
identified as Abhinav Prakash,
a resident of Dwarka.

The Delhi-Pune SpiceJet
was scheduled to depart from
the IGI Airport at 6.30 pm on
Thursday. Minutes before take-
off, a call was received at the
SpiceJet reservation office
about a bomb in the aircraft. 

According to Deputy
Commissioner of Police (IGI
Airport) Ravi Kumar Singh, ,
the accused  disclosed that his
childhood friends namely
Rakesh @ Bunty and Kunal
Sehrawat who recently went on
a road trip to Manali, became
friends with two girls in
Manali. SR
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In continuation with its efforts
to mobilise and consolidate

its ‘lost’ voters and party’s cre-
dentials, the Congress will,
after its Bharat Jodo Yatra,
reach out to 2.5 lakh Gram
Panchayats spread across six

lakh villages covering 10 lakh
booths as part of its “Haath Se
Haath Jodo” outreach cam-
paign. The party on Friday
announced that it will also
deliver a letter written by party
leader Rahul Gandhi who is
leading the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
to each house along with a
charge sheet against the BJP led

Modi government from
January 26 to March 26. "As
part of this campaign, 2.5 lakh
gram panchayats, six lakh vil-
lages and about 10 lakh election
booths will be covered,"
Congress general secretary and
chief spokesman Jairam
Ramesh said at the AICC press
conference.

The Congress has never
undertaken such a programme
at this scale, he said, adding
there will also be a 'Mahila
Yatra' in every state capital,
padyatras at block levels and
conventions at the district lev-
els in which state and nation-
al level leaders will participate,” 

He also released Rahul’s let-
ter that would be delivered to
people by Congress leaders
along with a soon-to-be
released "charge sheet". 

“In his letter, Rahul said
through the 'Haath se Haath
Jodo Abhiyan', the Congress
party is extending its hand to
you — lend a hand, come
together to put the country
back on the path of building a
Swarnim Bharat, he says.

"I write to you after com-
pleting the historic, 3,500 km
long Bharat Jodo Yatra where

millions of Indians walked
with us from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir. It was the most
enriching journey of my life,
and I am overwhelmed by the
love and affection that every
single Indian has showered on
us," he stated.

“There is a palpable eco-
nomic crisis brewing — job-
lessness among the youth,
unbearable price rise, severe
farm distress, and a complete
corporate capture of the coun-
try's wealth, he mentions.

"Today, even our plurality
is under threat. Divisive forces
are attempting to turn our
diversity against us — different
religions, communities, regions
are being pitted against each
other. 

These forces, which are
only a handful in number,
know that only when people
feel insecure and scared can
they sow the seeds of hatred for
the 'other'. 

But after this Yatra, I am
convinced that this vicious
agenda has its limits, and it can-
not go on any longer," Rahul
said promising to fight eradi-
cate these evils — from the
streets to the Parliament, every

single day. "I am determined to
create economic prosperity for
everyone - right price for farm-
ers' produce, jobs for our youth,
fair distribution of the country's
wealth, an enabling environ-
ment for MSMEs and entre-
preneurs, cheaper diesel, a
stronger rupee, and a gas cylin-
der for Rs. 500," he further stat-
ed. "I strongly believe that
India will reject hatred,” he said.
His message of 'Daro Mat (fear
not)' is also part of the letter in
which he also says that this
Yatra has renewed my vigour to
fight for everyone and it has
been "my Tapasya". 

Ramesh said it would be a
challenge to reach every house-
hold as the Congress organi-
sation is weak in some states
but the party has resolved to
undertake this outreach pro-
gramme. 

He also informed Bharat
Jodo Yatra, which is on a rest
day in Punjab, will enter
Pathankot on January 19 and
there a rally will be held.  The
yatra will enter Jammu on the
evening of January 20. Then
there will be a rest day, after
which the walk will resume on
January 22.
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Cutting across party lines,
top political leaders gath-

ered at the Delhi residence of
former Union Minister Sharad
Yadav on Friday to pay their
last respect to the socialist
stalwart who passed away a day
earlier. 

Home Minister Amit Shah,
BJP president J P Nadda, for-
mer Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and former chief min-
ister of Bihar Rabri Devi were
among the leaders who paid
tributes to Sharad Yadav at his
residence.

Shah described the demise
of Sharad Yadav as an "irrepara-
ble loss" for the country. "In the
last five decades, Sharad Ji
raised people-centric issues
and promoted socialist ideas till
his last breath," he said. Rahul
reached Yadav's residence early

morning around 8.30 from
Punjab where the Bharat Jodo
Yatra is camped presently.
Talking to media, Rahul
recalled a conversation with
Yadav, adding that he learnt a
lot from him.  The former con-

gress president said that his
grandmother Indira Gandhi
and Yadav were political rivals
but always maintained a rela-
tionship of mutual respect.
Rabri Devi also arrived at
Yadav's residence to pay her last

respects. Sharad had merged
his Loktrantrik Janata Dal, a
party he floated in 2018, with
the RJD in March 2022. Union
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, MP Ramesh Bidhuri,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh's wife Savitri Singh,
Haryana Chief Minister ML
Khatter, Samajwadi Party
leader Ram Gopal Yadav and
RJD's Manoj Jha were also
among the leaders who paid
tributes to Yadav.

Sharad’s daughter
Subhashini said that carrying
forward his vision will be the
real tribute to her father. She
also stressed that his ideas
should be carried forward,
especially on bringing like-
minded parties together.

As several leaders called
Sharad Yadav's death an
'irreparable loss', Subhashini
said carrying forward his ideas
would be real tribute to him. 

New Delhi: The IAF recently
detained a foreign-origin pilot
of Alliance Air at Uttarlai air
force station, Rajasthan for a
few hours for reportedly taking
pictures and videos in the pro-
hibited area of the sensitive
forward base.  The pilot has
been de-rostered, the airline
said in a statement.

“Safety for Alliance Air is
paramount and such occur-
rences are viewed seriously by
Alliance Air. The said pilot has
been de-rostered pending
investigation. We ensure that all
required corrective actions are
in place,” stated the Alliance
airline.  

The incident took place on
January nine. “We would like to
reiterate that Alliance Air as an
airline adheres to the proce-

dures/policies.
We sincerely regret the

inconvenience caused to our
esteemed guests on board,” the
statement further added.
Alliance Air operated a charter
flight from Delhi to Uttarlai Air
Force Station on 9 January. 

After landing, the pilot
clicked several pictures and
made videos following which
the IAF detained him. A com-
plaint was also lodged by the
IAF with the regulator Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA). 

There were 23 passengers
on board the plane and the
incident reportedly took place
shortly before it was to take off
for New Delhi from Uttarlai.
The pilot is reportedly a
Brazilian.k
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India has called for making
accountable countries back-

ing cross-border terrorism for
narrow political gains and
urged the international com-
munity to stand united against
this scourge and not engage in
double standards for political
expediency.

Making this assertion in an
apparent reference to Pakistan
in the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC), New Delhi
also said late Thursday, “The
application of rule of law at the
international level should pro-
tect the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of states from

aggression, including terrorism,
and including cross border
terrorism.”  United Nations
Secretary Antonio Guterres
said the Russian invasion of
Ukraine has created a human-
itarian and human rights cat-
astrophe, traumatized a gener-
ation of children, and acceler-
ated the global food and ener-
gy crises. Enunciating her
country’s stand on the issue in
the UNSC, India's Permanent
Representative to the UN

Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj
stressed that states that use
cross-border terror to serve
narrow political purposes must
be held accountable.

Speaking at the Security
Council's open debate on the
Rule of Law held under Japan's
current presidency of the
Council, she said “this is only
feasible when all countries
stand together against common
threats such as terrorism and
do not engage in double stan-
dards for political expediency.” 

“In our view, a rules-based
international order is one that
is free from coercion and based
on respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity, trans-
parency, and peaceful resolu-
tion of disputes,” she said.
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Parliament's Budget Session
will begin from January 31

and continue till April 6 with
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman  present-
ing the final full-year Budget of
the Narendra Modi
Government on February 1,
before the national elections
slated for 2024. The Budge will
have an eye on Assembly elec-
tions in over a dozen States
besides the Lok Sabha elections
in the next year and a half.

There will be a month-long
recess and government sources
hope that the second part of the
Budget Session, beginning
March 12, can be conducted in
the new Parliament building
which is in the final stages of
construction.

The budget session will
commence with President
Droupadi Murmu's address to
the joint sitting of Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha. According to
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi, the Session will
have 27 sittings and will con-
tinue till April 6 with a month-
long recess to examine the
budget papers.

The first part of the Budget
Session will conclude on
February 14, the Parliamentary
Minister  said adding

Parliament will reconvene on
March 12 for the second part
of the Budget Session. "Budget
Session 2023 of Parliament
will commence from 31
January and continue till 6
April with 27 sittings spread
over 66 days with usual recess.
Amid Amrit Kaal looking for-
ward to discussions on Motion
of Thanks on the President's
Address, Union Budget and
other items" Joshi tweeted. 

There will be 27 sittings
spread over a period of 66 days
and Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is likely to present
the Union Budget on February
1. This would be the fifth
Union Budget that Sitharaman
would present.

"Budget Session 2023 of
Parliament will commence
from 31 January and continue
till 6 April with 27 sittings
spread over 66 days with usual
recess. Amid Amrit Kaal look-

ing forward to discussions on
Motion of Thanks on the
President's Address, Union
Budget and other items" Joshi
tweeted. During the first part
of the Budget Session, the two
Houses have a detailed discus-
sion on the Motion of Thanks
to the President's Address fol-
lowed by a discussion on the
Union Budget. 

While Prime Minister
Modi will reply to the debate on
the Motion of Thanks to the
President's address, the Finance
Minister will reply to the debate
on the union budget. 

During the second part of
the Budget Session, the major
focus will be on the discussion
on the demands for grants for
various ministries apart from
the government's legislative
agenda. The Union Budget, a
money bill, is passed during
this part of the session. 

New Delhi: Aiming to elimi-
nate Lymphatic Filariasis —a
mosquito-borne disease—three
years ahead of the global target
of 2027, India has chalked out
a five-pronged endgame strat-
egy  including  multi-drug
administration (MDA) in a
mission mode twice a year, an
early diagnosis and treatment;
engagement of medical colleges
for strengthening morbidity
management and disability ser-
vices among others.

Though India’s National
Health Policy 2002 had set a
goal to eliminate LF as a pub-
lic health problem by 2015, it
had to be later extended to
2017. Again, the goal set by the
Global Program to Eliminate
Lymphatic Filariasis was to
eliminate LF by 2020. The tar-
get has been subsequently
revised to 2030. While nation-
al goals across endemic coun-
tries have aligned to meet that
target, India has taken the

challenge head on, keeping the
elimination goal three years
ahead of the global target by
2027.

In keeping with this com-
mitment, the Union Health
Ministry shared its five
pronged strategy to tackle the
disease at the ‘National
Symposium on India's
Roadmap to Eliminate
Lymphatic Filariasis’ here
which was inaugurated by
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya. 

He said, “Lymphatic filar-
iasis is not a neglected disease
for India as may be the case in
some other countries but is a
priority for elimination in a
time-bound manner.” To begin
with, the Government will kick
off the pan-India MDA
Campaign in mission mode on
February 10 this year and
August 10.

The Ministry will observe
these days with necessary mass

visibility campaigns at the
national, state, district, sub-dis-
trict and block levels to ensure
that no one is left behind when
it comes to accessing LF pre-
venting drugs.

Mandaviya called for the
"right synergy of governmen-
tal action and societal improve-
ment" while highlighting that
133 districts across 20 states
and Union Territories provide
anti-filarial drugs for free.

The other aspects of the
strategy include early diagno-
sis and treatment; engagement
of medical colleges for
strengthening morbidity man-
agement and disability ser-
vices; integrated vector control
with multi-sectoral coordinat-
ed efforts; inter-sectoral con-
vergence with allied depart-
ments and ministries; leverag-
ing existing digital platforms
for LF and exploring alternative
diagnostics. PNS
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The Supreme Court on
Friday observed that TV

channels are creating divisions
in society and compete to sen-
sationalise news. 

Hearing petitions to con-
trol hate speech, the Bench
comprising Justices KM Jospeh
and BV Nagarathna even
observed that such hate creat-
ing anchors have to be taken off
the air and that the TV chan-
nels work as per the dictates of
their funders.

As the court asked the
Government to suggest ways to
tackle these issues, the Centre’s
counsel said that the
Government is planning to
introduce comprehensive
amendments to the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC)
to tackle hate speech.

"When you claim freedom
of speech and expression, you
must act like you deserve it.
Otherwise what dignity is left
for us," Justice Joseph
remarked, adding that such
channels are creating fissures in
the society.

"Channels are basically
competing with each other.
They sensationalize it. How do
you control this? Freedom of
speech and expression is
important. Problem with free-

dom is it is about the audience.
Can the audience dish out or
understand the agenda.
Agenda is serving someone
else. Then there is money
behind the channel. The point
also is who puts money, they
will dictate," Justice Joseph
remarked. The Court also sug-
gested stringent measures on
news anchors who promote or
indulge in hate speech. "Thus,
if fine is there on anchors they
will know that there is a price
to pay for this. 

Anchors can be taken off
(air) too," the Court said. The
Central Government respond-
ed by saying that it is planning
to introduce comprehensive
amendments to CrPC to tack-
le hate speech. "We are con-
templating a separate amend-
ment to the Criminal
Procedure Code. 

That is the stand of the
Union of India," Additional
Solicitor General (ASG) KM
Nataraj submitted on behalf of
the Central government.  The
Bench also observed that TV
Channel’s self regulatory body
NBSA is also not doing any-

thing. "Unfortunately, you are
not doing anything," the Court
said. Senior Counsel Arvind
Datar, appearing for NBSA,
said that certain channels like
Sudarshan TV and Republic
TV do not fall within its juris-
diction.   

This was in response to
submissions by petitioners'
counsel senior advocate Sanjay
Hegde and advocate Nizam
Pasha highlighting certain
broadcasts made by Sudarshan
News anchor Suresh
Chavhanke. 

The Court also asked the
States to make their position
clear on the broader issues
projected in case. The Bench
asked Amicus Currie to submit
draft guidelines in the case on
next date of the hearing.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said a time

bound comprehensive action
plan has been prepared to fur-
ther strengthen the security
grid across Jammu region in
the wake of  targeted killings of
members belonging to the
minority community.

Shah also assured the civil-
ians that the perpetrators of the
Dhangri terror attacks will be
soon brought to justice and
punished in the court of law.
During his day-long visit to
Jammu Shah announced that
the cases related to both terror
incidents have been handed
over to the National
Investigation Agency.

"The NIA and Jammu
Police will jointly investigate
both the incidents of terrorist
violence. The investigation will
proceed keeping in mind all the

incidents of terror attacks that
took place in the last one and
a half years."The Home
Minister, who arrived here this
afternoon, was addressing a
press conference at the Raj
Bhavan, after attending a high
level security review meeting.

The meeting was attended
by LG Manoj Sinha, Union
Home Secretary, Chief
Secretary, Jammu and Kashmir,
Financial Commissioner (ACS)
Home, DGP, Jammu and
Kashmir, Commander,
Northern Command, Army
and Intelligence, and other

senior officers of BSF and
CRPF among others.

Briefing media persons,
Shah said  “My desire was to
share the grief of victims’ fam-
ilies of the Rajouri terror
attacks, but I could not go there
due to bad weather, I spoke to
all the families over the phone
and tried to join their grief ”.
Shah said that the courage of all
those victim families is an
example for the whole country,
it is a big thing to maintain the
morale of fighting hard even
after such a big incident.  

He said that everyone he

talked to showed the courage to
stay back in the land that
belonged to them, "All of them
said that the land belonged to
them and they will not leave it.
Some families also were from
Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir.
But expressing the resilience to
fight the situation even after
facing such a grave tragedy
means a lot." Shah said that
with full empathy, the affected
families would be given bene-
fits through various schemes of
the government, along with this
all possible help will be pro-
vided by the LG with relief
measures under his authority

Referring to the prevailing
security situation, Shah said a
comprehensive discussion took
place  with the senior officers
belonging to different  securi-
ty agencies. "The security of the
Jammu region was discussed in
detail."

He said we have decided to
implement a time bound action

plan aimed at strengthening the
security grid across Jammu, "I
can assure that the security
agencies be it the Jammu and
Kashmir Police or the Border
Security Force, Central Reserve
Police Force, the SIA team of
the Jammu Police or the Indian
Army-all the agencies are 100
percent alert and are deter-
mined to prevent such inci-
dents in the times to come."

The intelligence agencies
have also decided to further
intensify their activities and
also have chalked out a strate-
gy to do the same," he assert-
ed. 

The minister expressed
confidence in the security
agencies and said," I believe
that in the days to come the
people who have perpetrated
the terror attacks will be
brought to the books by the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
and make them face the court
of law."
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The High Court of
Karnataka on Friday initi-

ated a suo motu (on its own)
public interest litigation on
the death of a woman and her
child due to the collapse of an
under-construction Bengaluru
Metro pillar pier here.

Commencing the hearing
on the PIL petition, Chief
Justice Prasanna B Varale and
Justice Ashok S Kinagri cited
news reports about the accident
and expressed concern.

The reinforcement cage of
an under-construction pier
collapsed and fell on a two-
wheeler near HBR Layout here
on January 10, causing the
death of a woman and her
child.

The court sought answers
from officials concerned on the
safety measures undertaken
and whether tender documents
specified safety measures.

It also asked whether the
state government has issued

orders on the safety measures
and fixed the responsibility of
contractors and officials
involved in the construction. 

The HC included the
State,  Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
and the Bangalore Metro Rail
Corporation Limited
(BMRCL) as the respondents
in the case.

Notices were ordered to be
issued to the respondents and
the hearing was adjourned.

Tejaswini, a 28-year-old
software engineer and her tod-

dler son died in the incident
while her husband and daugh-
ter escaped. 

The BMRCL has sought
the help of the Indian Institute
of Science (IISc) to conduct an
independent probe into the
matter and also suspended its
engineers involved in the con-
struction.

An FIR has been registered
against Nagarjuna
Construction Company and
seven others including a
BMRCL deputy chief engineer
and an executive engineer.
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The Bengal Government will
not accept the University

Grants Commission directives
to celebrate Makar Sankranti in
educational institutions as a
part of “Ek Bharat”, State
Education Minister Bratya
Basu on Friday said.

Wondering whether the
Constitution of India permit-
ted issuance of such directives
making celebration of such
festivals in government insti-
tutions a mandatory affair Basu
said “I do not know whether
such directives can be issued to
States and educational institu-
tions to celebrate religious pro-
grammes like Makar Sankranti,
Haj, Christmas or for that mat-
ter other religious festivals.”

A communiqué from the

UGC earlier directed the gov-
ernments and higher education
institutions to celebrate Makar
Sankranti in order to promote
the spirit of Ek Bharat Shrestha
Bharat envisaged by the gov-
ernment to bridge cultural gap
between the students.

“The higher educational
institutions are requested to cel-
ebrate Makar Sankranti with
their paired state/institution
with great zeal and enthusi-
asm… Celebration of such fes-
tivals among the students will
bridge the cultural gap between
them, thereby, promoting the
spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat (EBSB),” the letter from
the UGC secretary said.

“As … EBSB) initiative
aims at promoting engage-
ment amongst people of States/
UTs in the country for fur-

thering mutual understanding
and bonding between people of
diverse cultures,” the educa-
tional institutions should cele-
brate the festival with great fan-
fare and spread through the
social media, the letter added.

Rejecting such ideals the
Bengal Education Minister said
that the Trinamool Congress
government did not have such
programmes and that the
Makar Sankranti was already
being celebrated not only at
most households but also at
Ganga Sagar Islands.

“I do not know whether the
Constitution permits such
directives asking the govern-
ments to celebrate religious
festivals like that … of course
they (BJP Government) have a
great knowledge of the
Constitution which can be

understood by the way they are
interpreting at regular intervals
in their own way … I don’t
know whether such kind of
interpretation of the
Constitution came from Manu
Samhita or not,” the Minister
said adding the Bengal
Government would prefer to
ignore the directive for now.

Meanwhile, the Bengal
Government on Friday started
Ganga Sagar fare at Sagar
Islands with much fanfare amid
chanting of Vedic hymns and

cultural programmes in front of
Kapil Muni’s temple at the
confluence of the Ganges and
Bay of Bengal even as the pil-
grims from all over the coun-
try started taking holy dip at
the Ganga Sagar in thousands. 

With no Kumbha Mela
taking place this year round
about 30 lakh pilgrims from all
over the country and the world
are likely to visit Ganga Sagar
in a matter of a week Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee ear-
lier said.

�2#��������	@����� ��;�"����������
����)���	���$��(	$�	����	���
����
@

��
�� ��������	

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Friday conducted

fresh searches at multiple loca-
tions in Chhattisgarh, including
at the premises of an IAS offi-
cer, and other places in
Karnataka and Jharkhand in
connection with its ongoing
money laundering probe into an
alleged coal levy scam in the
State.

The searches were con-
ducted in Raipur, Korba and
Durg in Chhattisgarh besides
Ranchi in Jharkhand and
Bengaluru (Karnataka). The
ED search teams were provid-
ed security cover of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
personnel during the operation,
officials said.

Premises linked to IAS offi-
cer and Secretary of water
resources department, tourism
and culture, Anbalagan P were
also covered.

The 2004-batch Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)
officer has earlier served as the
Secretary of mineral resources
department in the incumbent
Congress government.

His wife Alarmelmangai D
is also an IAS officer (2004
batch) and is posted as Secretary
of Urban Administration and
Development Department and
Finance Department. She has

earlier served as the Director,
geology and mining, in the
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
government.

Some politicians and busi-
nesses linked to them and some
coal traders are also being
searched, officials said.

In October, the agency had
launched a probe in this case
after it searched another IAS
officer of the State, Sameer
Vishnoi, and some business-
men.

The investigation relates to
"a massive scam in which an
illegal levy of Rs 25 was being
extorted for every tonne of coal
transported in Chhattisgarh by
a cartel involving senior bureau-
crats, businessmen, politicians
and middlemen", the agency has
alleged.
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Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav, while tar-

geting the Ganga Vilas cruise,
asked the Government to
explain how the Nishad com-
munity, which plies boats,
would benefit from the Ganga
cruise.

He also termed the forth-
coming Global Investors’
Summit (GIS) proposed in
February, an election stunt.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday flagged off the
world’s longest river cruise
MV Ganga Vilas from
Varanasi to Dibrugarh in
Assam. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had reviewed the

preparation for the launch of
the cruise on Thursday.

“A large number of people
visit Varanasi to spend the later
years of their lives there; many
visit Kashi for spiritualism,
for learning to perform reli-
gious rituals and other reli-
gious ceremonies. But the
Bharatiya Janata Party is pro-
moting tourism in Varanasi to

make money. Big business-
men or entrepreneurs coming
from outside will get facilities
to run businesses in Varanasi
while the locals will be neglect-
ed,” Yadav said.

He claimed that the BJP
government had dumped the
boat service project proposed
in Lucknow's Gomti river.
“Why did the BJP govern-
ment dump the Samajwadi
Party government’s project?”
Yadav asked.

“The SP government had
set an example before the coun-
try by launching the Gomti
Riverfront project for cleaning
and beautification of the rivers.
Prior to this, there was no
arrangement for treatment of

sewage flowing directly into the
rivers. What does the BJP gov-
ernment want to show to the
people by stopping the devel-
opment projects?” he asked.

“The Global Investors’
Summit is an election stunt.
The projects being launched by
the local entrepreneurs on
their own initiative are also
being included in the summit.
The government must come
out with a status paper on how
much employment will be gen-
erated through the investments
in various sectors. The BJP
government is projecting UP as
a shining state but the fact is
that no project will  be
launched on ground after the
summit,” the SP chief claimed.
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Seventeen persons were
arrested after a clash

between Hathras police and
Dalit residents over the
"removal of idols and portraits
of Hindu gods" during a reli-
gious celebration held in Jatoi
hamlet under Sadabad police
station of Budaun district,
police said on Friday.

While members of the
Dalit community complained
that police misbehaved with
them, police said that they
arrived at the location after
receiving complaints about an
event being conducted without
permission on Wednesday
night.

According to police offi-

cials, a video that went popu-
lar on social media showed
youngsters destroying images
of Hindu gods from the walls
of a house. A young man car-
rying a sack can be seen and
heard saying, "Have you seen
any picture of Babasaheb or
Gautam Buddha at the house of
a Brahmin? Why have you
people put these pictures inside
this sack?"

Taking note of the viral
video, authorities initiated an
inquiry and arrived on the
scene. When the police team
enquired whether permission
was obtained by Dalit young-
sters to organise the religious
celebration, they were attacked,
according to police. In the
attack, a sub-inspector and a

constable were injured.
As many as 17 assailants

and 50 unidentified individu-
als have been charged under
various provisions of the law.

Udaiveer,  one of the
booked young men, said that

following the incident, police
agreed to investigate the mis-
behaviour by several cops,
but they filed a complaint
against them. He said they had
nothing to do with the viral
video.
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President of Suriname
Chandrikapersad Santokhi

met BJP  national president  JP
Nadda at the BJP  headquarters
here on Friday.

Santokhi is the second
Indian origin person to be
elected as the President of
Suriname.

He is the Chairman of the
Progressive Reform Party of
Suriname and has earlier
served as minister of Justice
and police from 2005-10.

The Suriname president
has also served as Chairman of
The CaribbeanCommunity
and Common Market (CARI-
COM) in the year 2022.

He was the special guest of
Honour for 17th Pravasi
Bhartiya Divas held at Indore.

Nadda’s meeting with the
Suriname President is part of a
series of outreach by the BJP  to
create awareness and make
understand the world com-
munity about the  party and its
political and economic  pro-
grammes in the country.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has filed a

chargesheet against six accused
in a drone case relating to inter-
ception of a Hexacopter, several
rounds of Under Barrel
Grenade Launcher (UBGL)
and magnetic bombs from
Kathua district of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The case was initially reg-
istered as FIR No. 114/2022
dated May 29 at Rajbagh police
station, Kathua and re-regis-
tered by the NIA on July 30.

“Investigations revealed
that on directions of accused,
Sajjad Gul, the Pakistani han-
dler, the accused used to col-
lect, receive and transport the
weapons, dropped over drones,
to the militants active in
Kashmir valley for commission
of terror activities in the UT of
Jammu and Kashmir, as part of
the conspiracy of wage war
against the Government of
India,” the NIA said in a state-
ment.
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The Rapido Bike Taxi ser-
vice suspended its opera-

tions in Mumbai and Pune till
January 20 on Friday, within
an hour after the Bombay
High Court warned the ser-
vice provider that it would
restrain their licence perma-
nently and impose heavy
costs.

The counsel for  Rapido
Bike Taxi told a HC Bench of
Justices GS Patel and SG Dige,
that his client would suspend
all the services till January 20
and would disable the app
meant for booking vehicles for
services throughout
Maharashtra. Consequently,
Rapido suspended its opera-
tions in Mumbai and Pune
from 1 PM on Friday.

Earlier,  handing out a
stern warning to the a bike taxi
aggregator company that it
would not be allowed to oper-
ate without licence, the HC
bench also said that if the
company did not suspend its
operations immediately,  it
would issue directions to the
authorities to permanently pro-
hibit the company from getting
any license  

"You thought there were
guidelines, and we can run our
services without a license. In
other words, Mr. Judge please
protect our illegality under
Article 226. Guess what? We
will not. Dr. Saraf 's entire team
is here. They will be watching
over you like hawks. If you
make one mistake, we will dis-
miss this petition. We will
ensure that you are restrained
from getting a license perma-
nently, and we will impose
costs while dismissing this
petition," the HC bench
observed.

The HC bench was hearing
a petition filed by Rapido,
challenging the State govern-
ment’s refusal to grant two-
wheeler bike taxi aggregator
license.

The HC bench issued a
directive to Rapido in the con-
text of the fact that there was
currently licencing system in
place with respect to bike tasis.

In a letter written to Rapido
on December 29, 2022, the
Maharashtra government had
refused to grant licence to the
company on the ground that
there is no State policy on
licensing of bike taxis and that
there is no fare structure poli-
cy for bike taxis.

On its part, the HC bench
had on January 2 asked the
state government to consider
the benefits of having two-
wheeler transport and opined
that there is nothing to stop the
State from framing a policy.
The court had later adjourned
the matter to January 10.
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At least 10 persons, includ-
ing two children, were

killed and 34 others injured on
Friday morning, when a bus
collided with a truck on the
Nashik-Shirdi highway in
north Maharashtra.

There were 50 passengers
in all at the time of the mishap.
A majority of passengers were
from Ambernath, Thane and
Ulhasnagar.  

The bus (MH 04 SK 2751)
was taking pilgrim to Shirdi
when the mishap took place. At
that time, as many as 15 tourist
buses were heading towards
Shirdi

Of those killed in the
mishap, five were women, three
men and two children. The
injured were rushed to Nashik
district Civil Hospital and
Sinnar Hospital.

Mourning those killed in
the mishap, Maharashtra chief
minister Eknath Shinde
announced ex- gratia of Rs 5
lakh each to the families of the
deceased.

The chief minister also
ordered an inquiry into the cir-
cumstances leading to the acci-
dent.
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Uttar Pradesh Assembly
will award the best per-

forming MLA from this year.
The selection of the MLA

to be awarded will be based on
the parliamentary perfor-
mance of the legislators, con-
tent of the speech and their
attendance in the House. 

A committee headed by
the assembly speaker will
select the MLA for the best
performance award every
year.

UP Assembly Speaker
Satish Mahana said here on
Friday that the award would
be given every year and it
would be given to one or two
MLAs. He said a committee of
MLAs would be constituted
for deciding the award.

If the proposal goes ahead,
Uttar Pradesh will become
the first state to institute such
an award.

The idea of institution of
the ‘Best Legislator Award’ on
the lines of the honour given
to MPs was first mooted in
January 2018 by the then UP
Assembly Speaker Hriday
Naryan Dikshit during the
Yogi Adityanath government
1.0. The proposal was prompt-
ed by the then assembly

speaker in a bid to inculcate
discipline among the legisla-
tors.

Stung by the frequent
derailment of proceedings by
agitated members, Dikshit
had then said that his main
aim would be to ensure disci-
pline in the House. The award
was mooted to encourage leg-
islators to follow parliamen-
tary etiquette and norms.

Speaker Satish Mahana,
who recently attended the
83rd All India presiding offi-
cers’ conference in Jaipur, said
a call was issued to all state
assemblies to start making
preparations for the G-20
summit to be held in Delhi in
September next. 

He said nine resolutions
were adopted during the pre-
siding officers’ conference.
He said the speaker of the Lok
Sabha was authorised to
decide on the issue of finan-
cial autonomy to state assem-
blies.
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No minister needs to go the extra mile
to create a hostile environment.  If the
minister is unable to unite the people, at
least he should not divide them. The min-
ister says that Ramcharitmanas is going
to divide society. Ramcharitmanas is the
forerunner of the Bharatiya Sanatan. The
minister fears that Ramcharitmanas pro-
motes caste division. By abandoning
Ramcharitmanas, does he think that he
can create a casteless society?  

What is outrageous is his call to burn
Ramcharitmanas. If such a call had been
given to any other non-Hindu holy
books, the consequences would have
been beyond imagination. 

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru
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Sir — The decision to restart the Village
Defence Guarding system mechanism in
the border village areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, Dangri in particular, has come
up with mixed reactions. 

On the one hand, it is welcoming, as
villagers could be armed to at least keep
the militant away unless the police took
over the action charge for Rescue. But on
the other hand, this is a bit problematic
to reintroduce the scheme of the 80s as

it indicates that there is no normalcy in
the area of J&K. Arming citizens volun-
tarily had their challenges on the other
side also. Weaponizing people will devel-
op a sense of threat within the commu-
nity, especially challenging for women as
the weapons can be utilized for coercion
against their dignity. The return of
weapons in the hands of people for 
their self-guard, questions the system of
public governance, which guarantees
people's safety and law and order via the
police.

But the reality is that innocent vil-
lagers are becoming the victims of these
terrorists, and even young children are
dying, which no parent in the valley
wants. Thus self-guarding and defensive
training is the triggering need of their
safety concerns, which the government
must check for. Unless terror is complete-
ly erased, it is necessary to enhance the
guarding mechanism either by VDG
(Village Defence Guards) or by enhanc-
ing the troop deployment in the critical
areas of concern.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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Sir — February 24 is coming in a few
weeks. On that day it will be one year
since the Russians invaded Ukraine.
When the attack was done, Putin sup-
porters spread all over the world saying,
it is just a matter of a month and a half,
in the capital Kyiv, the Russian flag will
start waving. But today's situation is such
that when I see Putin on TV, his face, his
appearance, and his body language is
telling this. He is repenting for this deci-
sion taken in haste. 

So far, even 10 percent of Ukraine's
territory has not been captured proper-
ly. In that itself, more than 9 thousand
Russian soldiers have been killed. Due to
this, inside the country, people have start-
ed condemning Putin, right from the sup-
pressed tongue. Perhaps because of these
complications, the Russian commander
stationed in Ukraine has been replaced
within three months. Last November,
commander Sergei Surovikin, who had
served in Syria, was sent to wreak havoc
on Ukrainian citizens. 

It seems that even these did not work,
so now an army general Valery
Gerasimov has been appointed on top of
them to kill the citizens and army of
Ukraine. It becomes clear from this that
Russia has now started realizing its sta-
tus. Because of this war, the economic
condition of Russia is getting worse day
by day. There is still time for Putin to
apologize to Ukraine and stop this sense-
less war with immediate effect.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

����	��	�������������
Sir — Bihar Education Minister Professor
Chandra Shekhar has cast a slur on
Ramcharitmanas. Hindus and seers are
outraged over the remarks of the minis-
ter. As an education minister, is Shekhar
educating the people about Ramcharit-
manas? People’s attention is being divert-
ed from core issues by stoking controver-
sies on the holy books. 

The education minister needs to be
educated to concentrate only on the port-
folio allotted to him by the Chief Minister.
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SOUNDBITE

this mammoth gain, in fact, of
it, could be transferred to the
Union government to be used
by the latter for reducing its
fiscal deficit or funding infra-
structure projects and welfare
schemes. But things didn’t
pan out as expected. As on
November 8, 2016 (the day,
demonetization was
announced), the total value of
1000/500 notes with the pub-
lic was Rs 1540,000 crore. 

Of these, notes worth Rs
1530,000 crore were either
deposited or exchanged for
new currency. Thus, notes
worth Rs 10,000 crore didn’t
come back, a tiny fraction of
what was expected. The cost
of printing new currency to
replace the banned notes and
putting up infrastructure to
deliver being around Rs 8,000
crore, the RBI ended up with
a meager gain of Rs 2000
crore. 

However, merely on this
basis, we can’t say that the
exercise was a damp squib as
it unleashed a host of other
benefits. A close look at the
numbers reveals that a mere
110,000 persons deposited Rs
400,000 crores or Rs 3.6 crore
per person. 

A release by the ministry

of corporate affairs (MCA) on
November 5, 2017, said
“Preliminary inquiry based
on information received from
56 banks in respect of 35,000
companies involving 58,000
accounts has revealed that an
amount of over Rs 17,000
crore was deposited and with-
drawn post demonetization,”
In one case, a company which
had a negative opening bal-
ance on November 8, 2016,
deposited and withdrew Rs
2,484 crore post demonetiza-
tion. 

Thus, a mountain of black
cash was brought to the banks
and many of its carriers made
attempts to convert it into
white. How far did they suc-
ceed? This is a matter of
probe. But a big positive is:
banks got hundreds of thou-
sands of crores to increase
lending. 

Under ‘Operation Clean’,
1.8 million accounts in which
‘suspicious’ deposits of over Rs
300,000 crore were made,
were subjected to intense
scrutiny by the I-T depart-
ment and made to pay tax plus
penalty. Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment offered them a less
stringent option of paying 50
percent tax plus a 25 percent

interest-free loan to PM Garib
Kalyan Yojna (PMGKY) from
December 16, 2016, to March
31, 2017. This was instead of
a person accepting the wrong
and agreeing to be an honest
taxpayer in the future.

This led to buoyancy in
tax collection. During the
2017-18 assessment year (AY),
the total number of return fil-
ers was about 70 million -
almost double the number
during AY 2014-15 at 36 mil-
lion. Of 34 million filers added
during the intervening period,
around 16 million were added
during AY 2017-18 alone.
Correspondingly, the direct
tax revenue (DTR) surged
from Rs 850,000 crore during
2016-17 to over Rs 1000,000
crore during 2017-18.

The disclosures also
helped in nabbing shell com-
panies that were being used
for laundering black money.
Over 200,000 such companies
have been deregistered. It has
also helped the I-T depart-
ment intensify searches and
seizures leading to the disclo-
sure of unaccounted income
worth about Rs 125,000 crore.

(The writer is a policy ana-
lyst. The views expressed are

personal.)
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Delivering a majority
4:1 verdict on
January 2, 2023, the
Supreme Court (SC)
upheld the constitu-

tional validity of the demoneti-
zation announced by the prime
minister, Narendra Modi on
November 8, 2016. But the con-
troversy refuses to die down.
Reiterating its stance that the
decision was disastrous, the
grand old party (GOP) opines
that the question of ‘whether the
stated objectives of demonetiza-
tion have been achieved’ was not
examined by the SC. 

Being a policy matter that lies
within the exclusive domain of
the Union government/executive,
its examination by the judiciary
was not required; SC’s mandate
was to deliver its verdict on the
legality of the decision which it
did. As for the impact of demon-
etization, there is a need for an
objective and dispassionate analy-
sis. 

A major plank underlying the
move was to curb the menace of
black money — a jargon for
income generated in cash that
goes unrecorded and no tax is
paid. Working on the premise
that most of such cash was held
in 1000/500 denomination notes,
Modi declared these notes as ille-
gal meaning that the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) won’t be
under an obligation to discharge
its liability to the holders of such
notes. Put simply, the worth of
these notes would become ‘NIL’.

Modi acted in the belief that
those who had accumulated cash
by indulging in undesirable activ-
ities such as a bureaucrat taking
bribe money instead of a favor
extended to private entities etc.
(or a person not disclosing his
income and paying tax) won’t
have the courage to go to the
bank as this would come on the
radar of the income tax (I-T)
department and other agencies.
So, they would let these notes be
annihilated while sitting in their
vault.

The mandarins in the finance
ministry were hoping that notes
worth over Rs 300,000 crore
won’t come back leading to cor-
responding gain for the RBI by
way of a reduction in its liabili-
ties for that amount. A portion of
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Clinical data manage-
ment is an important
phase of clinical rese-

arch that collects reliable, high-
quality, and statistically sound
data from clinical trials. It,
thus, saves a lot of time in the
development and marketing of
drugs.

Data generated by trials is
becoming complicated with
time, resulting in overflowing
data. Researchers prefer adap-
tive clinical design over fixed
clinical design because of its
ability to modify according to
the data accumulated by sub-
jects. Oncology drugs and
biologics can be developed
swiftly through adaptive stud-
ies which include basket, umb-
rella, and platform designs.

Master study protocol uses
dynamic and flexible data-
base builds and is used to con-

duct multi-arm, cohort, and
decision-tree studies.

There is abundant data for
the trials, including diverse
data sources (e.g., wearable
devices or sensors), increased
data volume and precision,
risk-based quality control tech-
niques, decentralized clinical
trials, and adaptive designs.

Clinical trials are focusing
more on patient experience
and the value they provide,
which further complicates the
trial. Therefore, it is becoming
impossible for clinical data
managers to implement and
enable old-school, heads-down
data cleaning methods.

Clinical data managers
can utilise modernised
processes and technologies to
support their roles and respon-
sibilities, and adapt to the lat-
est domain of data manage-

ment in clinical trials.
Earlier, clinical data man-

agement was centralised and
collected using paper CRFs.
Furthermore, they were trans-
lated into the database by
manual data entry.

The clinical managers in
the pre-CDM era were skilled
and could review patient data
by conducting cross-from
reviews and using SQL queries
to get the output and check the
validity of the data. The man-
agers could also review listings
and by using the knowledge of
therapeutic areas and indica-
tions, could raise the issue back
to the investigation site.

However, this procedure
was dependent on the skill and
experience of the reviewer.
Therefore, it was difficult to
achieve consistency in review-
ing and validation of data,

which resulted in the use of
inefficient and time-consum-
ing quality control steps.

Presently, multiple soft-
ware programs are supporting
smart data management,
which allows data managers to
multitask and use various
tools. There are multiple solu-
tions for different studies when
it comes to streamlining and
flexibility. The biggest innova-
tion of data management is
centralization.

Sponsors are centralising
their technology along with
centralizing their data manage-
ment systems. The functional
service providers (FSPs) in
smaller companies are out-
sourcing their work to keep
everyone on the same level.
The right software and part-
nership with an FSP can pro-
duce an efficient and produc-

tive working environment.
A good data management

system makes an organized
and analytics-based approach
possible. Data sources such as
Electronic Data Capture
(EDC), Electronic Clinical
Outcome Assessment (eCOA),
central laboratory data, and
electrocardiograms (ECGs)
are used in CDM. In recent
years, we have witnessed the
use of biosensors, wearable
devices, and Electronic Health
Records (EHRs). It helps in
enabling real-time access to
participant statistics.

The current clinical trials
are dependent on real-time
analytics, modeling, and sim-
ulation. This, in turn, reduces
the cost and development time
and failures in research, and
supports data-driven decision-
making.

The traditional methods to
acquire and manage clinical
trials have not seen much
advancement as compared to
the technology. All these meth-
ods were considered inefficient
and the healthcare industry
needs to find new methods of
clinical development in the
future to create new and bet-
ter medicines in the future.

Technology is advancing
rapidly and the clinical data
management process finds it
difficult to keep up with it.
High-quality medical data is
growing fiercely and at a rapid
rate, therefore, it is difficult to
keep up with it without the
usage of modern tools.

It is possible, that the
future of clinical data manage-
ment will use AI and machine
learning to understand the
pattern of the data and predict

the outcome from it. These
automated tools and intelli-
gence will decrease the risk fac-
tor and Quality by Design
(QOD) and the clinical data-
base system will help in the
actionable analysis of the data.

The modern clinical data
management approach uses
systematic, prioritized, and
risk-based quality manage-
ment approaches for clinical
trial monitoring. To adapt to
the modern clinical data man-
agement paradigm, it is impor-
tant to establish central mon-
itoring strategies to read the
data provided by electronic
data capture (EDC) and other
sources. The sponsors and
CROs must avoid post-data-
base lock delays to identify and
mitigate the negative trends in
data after the database is
locked.
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The Supreme Court’s verdict put
an end to the 10 legal questions
it raised about the validity and
due process by which demoneti-
sation was carried out. However,

the critics of demonetisation would contin-
ue to question the efficacy which was spelt
out by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
the time of announcing the decision to the
nation.

When any public policy is devised and
implemented, the intended benefits are stat-
ed. The outcome may not achieve all the
stated benefits, but it may achieve some
which were not envisaged at the time of
implementation of a public policy.

There are essentially four menaces that
were targeted by the government from
demonetisation announced on November
8, 2016. They were counterfeit currency, ter-
ror financing, tax evasion and black money. 

Although counterfeit currencies can be
printed by anybody, it is not easy to print
them very similar to currencies printed by
the RBI and hence, its circulation is excep-
tionally difficult if the public is a little alert.
The alertness and quick action of the local
police also plays a large role in quickly nab-
bing the culprits, who try to circulate coun-
terfeit currencies. Counterfeit currencies are
also very difficult to pass through the bank-
ing system.

Invariably, attempts have been made to
print counterfeit currencies of larger
denominations as the huge risk involved in
circulating counterfeit currencies can be
compensated only by printing larger
denomination currencies by the culprits.
With INR 2000 denominations constitut-
ing only about 13.8 per cent in terms of
value of the total currency in circulation in
December 2022 and which has been on the
decline further in the months to come, it
is more futile now to attempt to generate
counterfeit currencies.

The number of counterfeit banknotes
has come down from 7.62 lakh pieces in
2016-17 to 2.09 lakh pieces in 2020-21 post-
decision of the Government of India to can-
cel the legal tender status of Rs 1,000 and
Rs 500 denomination currency notes on
November 8, 2016.

The second one is terror financing. It
was the use of counterfeit currencies that
played a key role in the terror financing
before demonetisation and with the demon-
etisation, the counterfeit currencies reached
the lowest level of INR 2.60 lakh between
09.11.2016 and 14.07.2017 (PIB dated
25.07.2017). But terror funding need not
always have to come from counterfeit cur-
rencies but from legal tender too.

After the repeal of Article 370 for
Jammu & Kashmir, the terror unleashed
against the public is more local and one can
surmise that it has been happening with
legal tender. The third one is tax evasion.
With GST and the electronic trailing asso-
ciated with it, businessmen and traders are
forced to show their true transactions and
thereby true income to some extent. The
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(Author is a public
finance expert)

consistency of higher GST collec-
tions in FY 2022-23 shows that GST
compliance has been improving sig-
nificantly. The GST compliance
will improve the Direct Tax collec-
tions both in terms of corporate tax
and personal income tax.

The fourth one is black money
or precisely unaccounted currency.
Unaccounted wealth includes unac-
counted currency to a limited level,
but essentially consists of other
movable and non-movable assets.
There are different policy instru-
ments to combat unaccounted cur-
rency and unaccounted wealth and
demonetisation was never aimed to
combat unaccounted wealth.

Only when the unaccounted
wealth goes for sale next time,
unaccounted currency may surface
again or may come out white-
washed. It is a hide and seek game
played by people who have accumu-
lated unaccounted currency. Only
when the unaccounted currency is
captured in one or other way, the
linkages between unaccounted cur-
rency and unaccounted wealth can
be cut, till new unaccounted current
is generated from the corrupt sys-
tem.

The purchase of gold by curren-
cy, the difference between the reg-
istered value and the market value
of a real estate property, unaccount-
ed donations to educational institu-
tions and bribes and commissions,
distribution of currencies to vulner-
able sections of the voters to seek
votes and hiding the unaccounted
currencies by creating unaccount-
ed wealth are some of the factors
that contribute to the generation of
unaccounted wealth.

Real estate is one sector where
unaccounted currency hides behind
unaccounted wealth, as the regis-
tered values are different from mar-
ket values. The Residential Property
Price Index, which was 165 just
before demonetisation, is at 165 in
June 2022. The stagnation of the
Residential Property Price Index
(RPPI) for the last six years cannot
be fully attributed to demonetisa-
tion.

The anecdotal evidence shows
that still unaccounted currency
may contribute to about 30 per cent
of the total value of a real estate asset,
but the control of unaccounted cur-
rency stopped the unreasonable
price increase of real estate proper-
ties.

The above analysis indicates that
demonetisation gave a jolt to those
who had unaccounted currencies at
the time of demonetisation. But the
unaccounted currencies will grow
again with corruption, bribes and
untrue revelation of revenue and
profit and will be either kept as ‘Store
Value’ or hide behind unaccounted
wealth. This systemic problem can-
not be rectified with one demoneti-
sation or demonetisation at regular
intervals.

Although India witnessed an
exponential rise in using non-cur-
rency transactions, first due to
demonetisation, then due to the
development of various Fintech
platforms, including Universal
Payment Interface and Covid and
people’s quick adoption of UPI, the
currency in circulation increased
from INR 17 lakh crore in 2016 to
about INR 33 lakh crore in 2022.

Although the RBI has stopped

printing of Rs 2000 denomina-
tions and its circulation is limited to
only 13.8 per cent of the total value
of currency in circulation, the cir-
culation of Rs 500 is alarming at a
level of 73.3 per cent of the total
value. The combination of Rs 2000
and Rs 500 constitutes about 87 per
cent of the total value of currency
in circulation, which is the same as
the pre-demonetisation level of Rs
500 and Rs 1000 denominations.

It may be argued that the total
currency value in circulation has
increased only in proportion to the
increase of GDP in current value,
but that does not hold water, given
the huge penetration of digital
transactions. Hence, the surmise is
that a substantial portion of the cur-
rency, especially the Rs 2000 and Rs
500 denominations in circulation,
have been kept as ‘Stored Value’,
although there is no data to support
this surmise.

If the RBI retains the two high
denomination currencies which
come to the banks and releases only
smaller denominations such as Rs
100 and Rs 50 through their ATMS
and counters by printing it on a larg-
er scale, a time will come where
banks receive meagre numbers of Rs
2000 and Rs 500 denominations or
may stop receiving Rs 2000 and Rs
500 denominations altogether. That
is the inflection point to arrive at the
estimation of the ‘Stored value’ of Rs
2000 and Rs 500 denominations in
circulation and the right time to
devise innovative measures to get
hold of ‘Stored Value’ and crack-
down against hoarders. This is the
way forward to bring justification to
the demonetisation exercise.
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As Russian troops wage a
ferocious house-to-house

fight for control of strongholds
in eastern Ukraine, a parallel bat-
tle is unfolding in the top eche-
lons of military power in Mos-
cow, with President Vladimir
Putin reshuffling his top gener-
als while rival camps try to win
his favour.

The fighting for the salt
mining town of Soledar and the
nearby city of Bakhmut has
highlighted a bitter rift between
the Russian Defence Ministry
leadership and Yevgeny Prigoz-
hin, a rogue millionaire whose
private military force known as
the Wagner Group has played an
increasingly visible role in

Ukraine.
Putin's shakeup of the mil-

itary brass this week was seen as
a bid to show that the Defence
Ministry still has his support and
is in charge as the troubled con-
flict nears the 11-month mark.

Prigozhin rushed Wednes-
day to declare that his mercenary
force had captured Soledar,
arguing that the prize was won
exclusively by Wagner. 

The Defence Ministry has
challenged that characterisation
— describing action by air-
borne troops and other forces in
the battle — and on Friday
claimed credit for taking the
town. A Ukrainian army spokes-
man denied that, saying fighting
in Soledar continued.

The 61-year-old Prigozhin,

who was known as “Putin's
chef” for his lucrative catering
contracts and was indicted in the
U.S. For meddling in the 2016
presidential election, has expan-
ded his assets to include Wagner,
as well as mining and other
spheres. He has scathingly crit-
icised the military brass for
blunders in Ukraine, saying
Wagner was more efficient than
regular troops.

He has found a powerful
ally in Chechnya's leader Ram-
zan Kadyrov, who has deployed
elite troops from his southern
Russian region to fight in Ukra-
ine and also assailed the military
leadership and the Kremlin for
being too soft and indecisive.

While both have pledged
loyalty to Putin, their public
attacks on his top generals open-
ly challenged the Kremlin's
monopoly on such criticism,
something that Russia's tightly
controlled political system had-
n't seen before. In the reshuffle
announced Wednesday, the
Defense Ministry said the head
of the General Staff, Gen. Valery
Gerasimov, was named the new
chief of Russian forces in
Ukraine, while the former top
commander there, Gen. Sergei
Surovikin, was demoted to
Gerasimov's deputy after only
three months on the job.
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NATO said Friday it plans to
deploy three surveillance

planes to Romania next week to
perform reconnaissance mis-
sions and to “monitor Russian
military activity ” within the 30-
nation military alliance's terri-
tory.

The Airborne Warning and
Control System surveillance
planes, or AWACS, belong to a
fleet of 14 usually based in
Germany. Three of the aircraft
will be sent Tuesday to an airbase
near Romania's capital,
Bucharest, on a mission expect-
ed to last several weeks, the 30-
nation alliance said in a state-
ment.

The planes “can detect air-
craft hundreds of kilometers
away, making them a key capa-
bility for NATO's deterrence and
defense posture," NATO
spokesperson Oana Lungescu
said in a statement.

Since Russia invaded
Ukraine in February, NATO

has bolstered its presence on
Europe's eastern flank, including
by sending additional battle-
groups to Romania, Bulgaria,
and Slovakia.

AWACS have conducted
“regular patrols over eastern
Europe and the Baltic Sea region
to track Russian warplanes near
NATO borders” throughout the
Russia-Ukraine war, the state-
ment said. 

The NATO planes, Boeing
E-3s, were jointly purchased at
a cost of almost $8 billion in
1977 at the height of the Cold
War, when Jimmy Carter
became U.S. President and as a
missile crisis with the Soviet
Union was beginning to fester in
Europe. 

Along with a small drone
fleet in Italy, the planes are
among the few military assets
that NATO owns as an alliance.
They've been routinely refur-
bished to ensure that they can
keep flying until 2035.

Some of the planes were
deployed in U.S. Skies 24 hours
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Russia claimed Friday that
its forces captured a fierce-
ly contested salt mining

town, in what would mark a rare
victory for the Kremlin after a
series of setbacks in its invasion
of Ukraine. 

Ukrainian authorities said
the fight for Soledar continued.

There have repeatedly been
conflicting reports over who
controls the town, the site of a
monthslong bloody battle in
the grinding fight for Ukraine's
eastern regions. The Associated
Press could not independently
confirm either side's claim.

Soledar is located in Ukra-
ine's Donetsk province, one of
four that Moscow illegally anne-
xed in September. 

From the outset, Moscow
identified Donetsk and neigh-
bouring Luhansk province as
priorities, and in September
declared them part of Russia
along with two other regions.

“The liberation of the town
of Soledar was completed in the
evening of Jan. 12,” Lt. Gen. Igor
Konashenkov, the Russian
Defense Ministry's spokesman,
said, adding that the develop-

ment was “important for the
continuation of offensive oper-
ations in the Donetsk region.”

Taking control of the town
would allow Russian forces "to

cut supply lines for the Ukrai-
nian forces” in Bakhmut and
then “block and encircle the
Ukrainian units there,” Kona-
shenkov said.

But Serhii Cherevaty, a
spokesman for the Ukrainian
army in the east, denied the
Russian Defense Ministry's
claim in remarks carried by

RBK Ukraine news outlet, say-
ing that “fighting is ongoing in
the city.”

The Institute for the Study
of War, a think tank in Washing-
ton, observed that the fall of
Soledar wouldn't mark "an oper-
ationally significant develop-
ment and is unlikely to presage
an imminent Russian encir-
clement of Bakhmut.”

The institute said that Rus-
sian information operations
have “overexaggerated the im-
portance of Soledar,” a small set-
tlement, arguing as well that the
long and difficult battle has
contributed to the exhaustion of
Russian forces.

Just hours before Russia's
claim, Ukraine reported that
there had been a heavy night of
fighting but did not acknowl-
edge loss of the town.

In a Telegram post early
Friday, Ukraine's deputy defense
minister, Hanna Maliar, said
that Moscow “had sent almost
all (its) main forces” to secure a
victory in the east. She said 
that Ukrainian fighters “are
bravely trying to hold the
defense.”

“This is a difficult stage of
the war, but we will win.
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The Biden administration on
Thursday launched an

online appointment system as
the only way for migrants to get
exceptions from pandemic-era
limits on asylum — the US gov-
ernment's latest major step in
eight days to overhaul border
enforcement.

US Customs and Border
Protection began allowing
migrants to make appointments
up to two weeks out using its
website and through CBPOne,
a mobile app that the agency has
used in limited ways since 2020.

CBPOne is replacing an
opaque, bewildering patchwork
of exemptions to a public health
order known as Title 42 under
which the government has den-
ied migrants' US and interna-
tional rights to claim asylum
since March 2020. Until now,
CBP has arranged exemptions
through advocates, churches,
attorneys and migrant shelters,
without publicly identifying
them or saying how many slots
were available. The advocates
have chosen who gets in, with
CBP having final say.

Under the new system,
migrants apply directly to the
agency and a government offi-
cial will determine who gets in.

Their appointments will be at
one of eight crossings — at
Brownsville, El Paso, Hidalgo
and Laredo in Texas; Nogales,
Arizona; and Calexico and San
Diego in California. Exemptions
for Title 42 are meant to go to
the most vulnerable migrants.

Thursday's rollout is sepa-
rate from measures announced
last week to expel migrants
from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and
Venezuela to Mexico under
Title 42 and — at the same time
— allow up to 30,000 migrants
from those four countries to be
admitted to the United States
every month under humanitar-
ian parole for two years if they
apply online, pay their airfare
and provide a financial sponsor.

While the administration
previously signalled that it would
introduce CBPOne for people
seeking asylum at land border
crossings with Mexico, the speed
of change caught advocates off-
guard. “Utter and complete con-
fusion,” said Priscilla Orta, an
attorney at Lawyers For Good
Government's Project Corazon
in Texas' Rio Grande Valley.

US officials told advocates
on Friday they expected the app
to be ready in a month, Orta
said. Then on Monday, advo-
cates were informed the rollout
had been moved up to this week.
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Outside Santa Cruz, Bolivia's
most populous city, the

highway starts to resemble a
parking lot with dozens of cargo-
laden trucks stopped in a long
line as exhausted-looking drivers
wait by the side of the road. Wet
clothing hangs from the win-
dows of some trucks. 

The vehicles are blocked by
large mounds of sand piled on
the highway as it passes through
the town of San Carlos, 68
miles (110 kilometres) from
Santa Cruz. No cars or trucks
pass the mounds, only motor-
cycles transporting people. 

"This measure is to make
the government realise that they
can't live without Santa Cruz,"
said Micol Paz, a 32-year-old
activist with Santa Cruz Gov
Luis Fernando Camacho's
Creemos political party.

The detention on terrorism
charges in December of
Camacho, the country's most
prominent opposition leader,
sparked a series of protests in
this eastern region that is
Bolivia's economic engine and
farming hub. Road blockades
demanding his release, like the
one in San Carlos, have thrown
the distribution chain into chaos,
caused prices to surge and wors-
ened tensions between the left-
ist government in the capital of
La Paz and right-wing opposi-
tion based in Santa Cruz.
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Even as 7,000 nurses return to
work at two of New York's

busiest hospitals after a three-day
strike, colleagues around the
country say it's just a matter of
time before frontline workers at
other hospitals begin walking
the picket line. 

Problems are mounting at
hospitals across the nation as
they try to deal with wide-
spread staffing shortages, over-
worked nurses beaten down by
the pandemic and a busted
pipeline of new nurses. 

That's led to nurses juggling
dangerously high caseloads, said
Michelle Collins, dean at the col-
lege of nursing and health at
Loyola University New Orleans. 

"There's no place that's
immune from what's happening
with the nursing shortage,"
Collins said. "It's everywhere."

Union leaders say the ten-
tative contract agreement end-
ing the strike by nurses at Mount
Sinai Hospital and Montefiore

Medical Center, each privately
owned, nonprofit hospitals that
hold over 1,000 beds in New
York City, will relieve chronic
short staffing and boost pay by
19 per cent over three years.

The walkout, which ended
Thursday, was just the latest dis-
pute between nurses and their
employers.

Last year, six unions repre-
senting a total of 32,000 nurses
launched strikes outside of hos-
pital systems around the coun-
try, according to the Bureau of
Labour and Statistics. Those
strikes represented about a quar-
ter of all the major strikes in the
US last year, an increase from the

year before. 
Describing hospital envi-

ronments where nurses are
unable to take breaks because
they are assigned too many
patients — some of whom are
pleading for care from frontline
workers — the president of the
American Nurses Association,
Dr Jennifer Mensik Kennedy,
said some nurses may think
their only option is to strike. 

"Nurses don't feel like their
voices have been heard with this
exact topic," she told The
Associated Press Wednesday. 

In California, nurse unions
at two hospitals are likely to
strike this year when their con-
tract expires, said former nurse
Peter Sidhu, who now works for
the state union. Sidhu, who
fields objections from nurses
across the state who say their
caseloads are unsafe, has
received 7,000 such complaints
in Los Angeles County hospitals
since December. He said objec-
tions have at least doubled since
before the pandemic began. 

after the September 11, 2001
attacks to help protect cities and
nuclear power plants. Beyond

their role as NATO's eye in the
sky, the planes can be used for
air-policing, support in counter-

terrorism or evacuation opera-
tions, and provide help during
natural disasters.
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Israel's outgoing army chief on
Friday warned against plans

by Benjamin Netanyahu's new
coalition to grant more control
to pro-settler lawmakers and
make other changes to the Israeli
security establishment, joining a
loud chorus of criticism against
the new right-wing govern-
ment.

In several interviews with
Israeli news outlets just days
before he steps down, Lt. Gen.
Aviv Kochavi took unusually
sharp aim at Netanyahu's coali-
tion agreements with hard-line
Jewish settler activists who seek
to entrench Israeli rule in the
occupied West Bank, restructure
the Defence Ministry and con-
trol a special paramilitary police
unit.

"This is likely to cause dam-
age and adversely affect our pre-
paredness for war,” Kochavi told
the Israeli news site Ynet.

While the coalition deals
have sparked furore from many
segments of Israeli society,
Kochavi's worries have deep
significance. 

Among Jewish Israelis, the
military is considered an
emblem of stability and among
the country's most trusted insti-
tutions.

Kochavi expressed particu-

lar concern about the coalition's
plans to create three separate
sources of authority in the West
Bank. 

Netanyahu's deal with
Bezalel Smotrich gave the pow-
erful, right-wing finance minis-
ter control over an Israeli mili-
tary body that regulates planning
for Israeli settlements and
Palestinian construction in parts
of the West Bank where Israel
maintains civilian control.

Smotrich is an advocate of
the outright annexation of parts
of the West Bank that the
Palestinians want for their
hoped-for independent state.

“There cannot be two com-
manding authorities (in the
West Bank),” Kochavi said. “The
separation between us is not
good and may cause damage
and lead to a worse situation for
all populations.”
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Swedish Prime Minister Ulf
Kristersson on Friday deno-

unced a protest by Kurds in
central Stockholm where an
effigy of Turkey's president
was hung from a lamppost as
an act of sabotage against
Sweden's bid to join NATO.
The protest outside City Hall
on Wednesday drew an angry
backlash from Turkey, a NATO
member which already had
held off approving Sweden's
application to become part of
the Western military alliance
until the government in
Stockholm satisfies its
demands.

The speaker of Turkey's
parliament, Mustafa Sentop,
cancelled a visit by Andreas
Norlen, the speaker of the
Swedish Riksdag, that was
scheduled for Monday, the
state-run Anadolu Agency
reported.

Turkish lawmakers need to
ratify Sweden's NATO appli-
cation for the Nordic nation to
become a member. Turkey has
made its approval conditional
on Stockholm cracking down
on Kurdish militants and other
groups that Ankara considers
a threat to national security. 
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Cash-strapped Sri Lanka on
Friday announced plans to

reduce the current strength of its
military to half by 2030 to build
a technically and tactically sound
and well-balanced defence force,
amid criticism that military
expenditure was more than the
allocation for health care and
education in the 2023 budget.

The Army's strength is to be
reduced to 100,000 by the year
2030, down from the current
figure of 200,783. The strength
would be limited to 135,000 by
next year, the Defence Ministry
said in a statement.

“The overall aim of the
strategic blueprint is to broach
a technically and tactically sound
and well-balanced defence force
by the year 2030 in order to meet
upcoming security challenges,"

the statement quoting the state
minister of defence Pramitha
Bandara Tennakoon said.

The defence allocation of

539 billion rupees in the budget
2023 drew criticism as the island
nation faced its worst econom-
ic crisis since 1948. 

Due to the forex shortage,
Sri Lanka was unable to afford
key imports, including fuel, fer-
tilisers and medicines, leading to
serpentine queues. For health
and education, the 2023 budget
has allocated over 300 billion
rupees each. Although the
strength had been halved from
around 400,000 since the con-
flict with the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) ended in
2009, the current strength of
200,000 was termed excessive.

President Ranil Wickreme-
singhe said last year that military
strategy reforms were needed to
gear the island's army to face
new challenges.

The Tamil minority and
rights groups have been deman-
ding the descaling of the military
in the former battle zones in the
conflict regions in the Northern
and Eastern provinces. 
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The number of attempts by
migrants to enter the

European Union without autho-
risation reached around 330,000
last year, the highest number
since 2016, the EU's border and
coast guard agency said Friday.

Almost half of the 2022
attempts were made overland
through the Western Balkans
region, EU agency Frontex said,
according to its "preliminary cal-
culations." Regardless of entry
route, Syrians, Afghans and
Tunisians together accounted for
roughly 47 per cent of the
attempted border crossings.

Men accounted for more
than 80 per cent of the attempts
to get in, Frontex said. The
agency calculates entry attempts
rather than the number of peo-
ple trying to get into Europe
because it is often difficult to
identify migrants, who routine-
ly travel without passports, and
some may try to enter multiple
times. People arriving at
Europe's borders to apply for
asylum have a reasonable chance
of being allowed in, while those
who come without a visa in
search of jobs and better lives are
mostly turned away. 

Well over 1 million people,
most of them Syrians fleeing
conflict, entered the EU in 2015,

overwhelming reception facili-
ties and sparking one of the 27-
nation bloc's biggest political
crises.

Member countries still
argue over who should take
responsibility for people arriving
without authorisation and
whether their neighbours and
partners should be obliged to
help. Attempts to reform the
bloc's asylum system have made
little progress.

Frontex's latest figures did
not include almost 13 million
Ukrainian refugees who were
counted at the EU's external bor-
ders between February and
December. Special emergency
measures were introduced to
ease their entry and help find

them accommodation, training
and short-term jobs.

The number of people mak-
ing potentially perilous journeys
across the Mediterranean Sea in
poorly equipped and often over-
loaded boats and rubber
dinghies continued to rise last
year. Frontex said that well over
100,000 crossing attempts were
recorded, around 50 per cent
more than in 2021.

Egyptians, Tunisians and
Bangladeshis tried in the great-
est number. The agency said that
2022 saw the most people in five
years arrive from Libya, the
main departure point in north-
ern Africa. The number of peo-
ple leaving Tunisia hit the high-
est level in recent history.
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President Joe Biden and
Japanese Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida were holding
wide-ranging talks at the
White House on Friday as
Japan looks to build security
cooperation with allies in a
time of provocative Chinese
and North Korean military
action.

The two administrations
were also ready to seal an
agreement to bolster U.S.-
Japanese cooperation on space
with a signing ceremony by
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Japanese Foreign
Affairs Minister Hayashi
Yoshimasa.

The Oval Office meeting
and signing ceremony at
NASA's Washington head-
quarters will cap a weeklong
tour for Kishida that took
him to five European and
North American capitals for
talks on his effort to beef up
Japan's security.

Biden welcomed Kishida
to the White House on Friday
morning for the prime min-
ister's first visit to Washington
since he took office in October
2021. Inside the Oval Office,
the U.S. President praised

Japan for its “historic” increase
in defense spending and
pledged close cooperation on
economic and security mat-
ters. 

“We meet at a remarkable
moment,” Biden told Kishida,
adding later: “The more dif-
ficult job is trying to figure out
how and where we disagree.”

Kishida, speaking through
an interpreter, said the two
nations “share fundamental
values such as democracy and
the rule of law” and stressed

that their joint role on the
global stage “is becoming even
greater.” 

It all comes as Japan
announced plans last month
to raise defense spending to
2% of gross domestic product
in five years, a dramatic
increase in spending for a
nation that forged a pacifist
approach to its defense after
World War II. Japan's defense
spending has historically
remained below 1% of GDP.

“Japan is stepping up and

doing so in lockstep with the
United States,” White House
National Security Council
spokesman John Kirby said.

Blinken said this week
that the U.S.-Japan space
cooperation framework was a
“decade in the making” and
“covers everything from joint
research to working together
to land the first woman and
person of color on the moon.” 

He added that the U.S.
And Japan agree that China is
their "greatest shared strategic
challenge” and confirmed that
an attack in space would trig-
ger a mutual defense provision
in the U.S.-Japan security
treaty.

Before Friday's meeting of
the two leaders, U.S. And
Japanese officials announced
an adjustment to the
American troop presence on
the island of Okinawa in part
to enhance anti-ship capabil-
ities that would be needed in
the event of a Chinese incur-
sion into Taiwan or other
hostile acts in the region.
Japan is also reinforcing
defenses on its southwestern
islands close to Taiwan,
including Yonaguni and
Ishigaki, where new bases are
being constructed.
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The US has now collected 510
reports of unidentified flying

objects, many of which are fly-
ing in sensitive military airspace.
While there's no evidence of
extraterrestrials, they still pose
a threat, the government said in
a declassified report summary
released Thursday.

Last year the Pentagon
opened an office, the All-
domain Anomaly Resolution
Office, solely focused on receiv-
ing and analyzing all of those
reports of unidentified phe-
nomena, many of which have
been reported by military pilots.
It works with the intelligence
agencies to further assess those
incidents.

The events "continue to
occur in restricted or sensitive
airspace, highlighting possible
concerns for safety of flight or
adversary collection activity,"
the Office of the Director of
National Intelligence said in its
2022 report.

The classified version of
the report addresses how many
of those objects were found
near locations where nuclear
power plants operate or nuclear
weapons are stored.
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In naming a special counsel to
investigate the presence of

classified documents at
President Joe Biden's Delaware
home and former office,
Attorney General Merrick
Garland described the appoint-
ment as underscoring the Justice
Department's commitment to
independence and accountabil-
ity in particularly sensitive inves-
tigations.

If those words sounded
familiar, they should.

Garland used identical
phrasing in November in
appointing a different special
counsel for a different political-
ly explosive investigation into
different classified documents
for a different political figure —
this one, into the retention of
top-secret records at former
President Donald Trump's
Florida estate, Mar-a-Lago.

The Justice Department has,
of course, investigated White
House matters in the past. But
it's now confronting a unique
phenomenon: simultaneous spe-
cial counsel investigations —
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Germany will soon drop a
mask mandate on long-

distance trains and buses, one of
the country's last remaining
COVID-19 restrictions, the
health minister said on Friday.

The mandate will be
dropped on February 2, Health
Minister Karl Lauterbach
announced in Berlin.

Other European countries
already have scrapped mask
mandates in public transport,
and Lauterbach faced increasing
pressure to follow suit in recent
weeks.

Masks remain mandatory in
doctors' practices, while masks
and negative tests are still
required to enter hospitals and
nursing homes.

Rules for local transporta-
tion are a matter for Germany's
16 state governments, and an
increasing number have
dropped or are dropping their
mask mandates. Some also have
scrapped rules requiring infect-
ed people to isolate at home.

The long-distance trans-
portation rules were scheduled
to end on April 7, though legis-
lation allows for them to be sus-
pended earlier if the situation is
better than expected.

After one of Germany's top
virologists said shortly after
Christmas that the pandemic is
over, Lauterbach — who has
long taken a cautious stance —
faced mounting calls from inside
and outside the governing coali-
tion to do away with them.
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albeit with dramatically distinct
fact sets — involving two pres-
idents, jostling for time, attention
and perhaps funding as well.
Another special counsel appoin-
ted during the Trump adminis-
tration to investigate the origins
of the FBI's Trump-Russia inves-
tigation also remains at work. 

The special counsel conflu-
ence underscores how a Justice
Department that for nearly two
centuries has had a mandate of
prosecuting without fear or
favor has found itself entangled
in extraordinary ways in presi-
dential politics. Even as Garland
made a point Thursday of say-
ing the department's own “nor-
mal processes” can handle all
investigations with integrity, the
appointment seemed to nod to
a reality that probes that involve
a president — in this case,
Garland's boss — are different. 

It places Garland under
pressure to reassure the public
that both investigations, though
factually different, are handled
in similar manners.

“I think it's not only the
right decision and a prudent
decision. I think it's a political-
ly necessary decision,” said Solo-
mon Wisenberg, who served as
deputy to Ken Starr during the
1990s independent counsel in-
vestigations into then-President
Bill Clinton.
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Benchmark Sensex and Nifty
snapped a three-day losing

streak to settle higher by over
half a per cent on Friday fol-
lowing buying in IT, financials
and metal shares on easing
inflation worries.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
rose by 303.15 points or 0.51
per cent to settle at 60,261.18.
During the day, it jumped
460.23 points or 0.76 per cent
to 60,418.26.

The broader NSE Nifty
rose by 98.40 points or 0.55 per
cent to end at 17,956.60.

From the Sensex pack, Tata
Steel, IndusInd Bank, Infosys,
UltraTech Cement, NTPC,
Bajaj Finance, Hindustan
Unilever, Tata Consultancy
Services, ICICI Bank and
Maruti were among the major
winners.

Titan, Nestle, Larsen &
Toubro, Axis Bank, ITC and

Asian Paints were among the
major laggards.

HCL Technologies and
Infosys recovered from early
losses to end in green.

Infosys on Thursday
reported a better-than-expect-
ed 13.4 per cent rise in profit
for the December quarter and
raised its annual sales forecast
on a strong deal pipeline even
as it warned of "constraints" in
certain verticals amid slowing
global economy. 

HCL Tech reported a 19
per cent increase in the con-
solidated net income to Rs
4,096 crore for the third quar-
ter ended December 31, 2022,
driven by growth in services
revenue. 

"Easing inflation and
brighter Q3 numbers project-
ed by the second set of IT
majors are outweighing the
cautiousness of the market.
CPI in India and US cooled off,
thereby bolstering expectations

of a less aggressive policy,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

"The recovery in banking,
IT, auto and metal majors
played a crucial role in the
rebound while others witnessed
a mixed trend," said Ajit
Mishra, VP - Technical
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge gained

0.22 per cent and midcap index
went up marginally by 0.09 per
cent.

Among sectoral indices,
metal jumped 1.05 per cent,
teck climbed 1.05 per cent,
power (1.03 per cent), utilities
(0.94 per cent), IT (0.86 per
cent) and commodities (0.75
per cent).

Capital Goods and con-
sumer durables were the lag-
gards.
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India's forex reserves declined
by USD 1.268 billion to USD

561.583 billion for the week
ended January 6, the Reserve
Bank said on Friday.

The overall reserves had
increased by USD 44 million to
USD 562.851 billion in the pre-
vious reporting week after two
consecutive weeks of the slide.

In October 2021, the coun-
try's foreign exchange kitty
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. The reserves
had been declining as the cen-
tral bank deployed the reserves
to defend the rupee amid pres-
sures caused by global devel-
opments.

Foreign currency assets
(FCA), a major component of
the overall reserves, dropped by
USD 1.747 billion to USD
496.441 billion during the week

to January 6, according to the
Weekly Statistical Supplement
released by the RBI.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of apprecia-
tion or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound and
yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves.

Gold reserves increased by
USD 461 million to USD
41.784 billion, it said.

The Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs) were up by USD
35 million to USD 18.217 bil-
lion, the apex bank said.
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HCL Tech has bagged a
deal to modernise IT ser-

vice desk and infrastructure
operations of insurance firm
State Farm, the IT company
said on Friday.

Under the agreement, HCL
Tech will further modernize
State Farm's back-end IT ser-
vices and infrastructure
through automation, advanced
technology tools and mature
processes to enable State Farm
to focus on critical technology
priorities while elevating IT
support experiences for its cus-
tomers, agents and employees.

"HCL Tech was selected
because of its reputation in sup-
porting Fortune 500 compa-
nies. Working successfully with
them relies, in part, on the skills
and knowledge of talented
employees currently doing this

work at State Farm," State Farm
Senior Vice President and
Chief Information Officer,
Ashley Pettit said.

Some State Farm employ-
ees supporting this work will
transfer to HCLTech to con-
tinue their important role in
delivering cutting-edge tech-
nology services to State Farm.
These employees will have
access to HCL Tech's global
network and a wide range of
opportunities across indus-
tries, including a variety of
training and development pro-
grammes that are core to
HCLTech's culture of innova-
tion.
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Friday proposed

allowing Private Equity (PE)
funds to sponsor a mutual
fund house as they can bring in
strategic guidance and talent to
fuel growth of the industry.

The proposal comes in the
backdrop of IDFC Mutual
Fund getting acquired by a con-
sortium comprising Bandhan
Financial Holdings Ltd,
Sovereign Wealth Fund GIC
and private equity fund
ChrysCapital.

In its consultation paper, a
Sebi-constituted working group
proposed alternative set of eli-
gibility criteria to enable private
equity funds, who do not qual-
ify based on the current
requirement, to act as sponsors
of Mutual Funds (MFs) and
suggested to further strength-

en the existing eligibility
requirements to ensure that
only high quality entities qual-
ify.

At present, any entity that
owns 40 per cent or more
stake in a mutual fund is con-
sidered as a sponsor and is
required to fulfil the eligibility
criteria. 

The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
has sought comments from
the public till January 29 on the
proposals.

Under the alternate eligi-
bility criteria for sponsor of MF,
Sebi has proposed that spon-
sors should adequately capi-
talise the AMC such that the
positive liquid net worth of
AMC should be at least Rs 150
crore.

The capital contributed to
the AMC should be locked-in
for a period of 5 years. Further,

the minimum sponsor stake of
40 per cent should also be
locked in within the same peri-
od of five years.

Apart from meeting alter-
nate eligibility routes, the reg-
ulator has suggested addition-
al criteria as well as safeguards
that would be applicable for
PEs to qualify as a mutual fund
sponsor.

Under this, PE or its man-
ager should have a minimum
of five years of experience in
the capacity of investment
manager in the financial sector
and should have managed
committed capital of at least Rs
5,000 crore.

It has been suggested that
off-market transactions should
not be permitted between the
schemes of MF and Sponsor
PE.

Further, the mutual fund
sponsored by the PE should not

participate as an anchor
investor in the public issue of
an investee company, where
any of the schemes/ funds
managed by the sponsor PE
have an investment of 10 per
cent or more, or have a board
representation.

"PE with significant capital
can invest in technology, bring
in strategic guidance and good
talent to fuel growth and inno-
vation and expand the presence
of mutual funds, including dri-

ving inclusive growth. PE may
also provide constructive com-
petition to the current entities
in the Mutual Fund industry
and improve value to
investors," Sebi noted.

With regard to the role of
sponsor after AMC matures,
Sebi's Working Group felt that
the ideal balance is to not
require mandatory reduction in
sponsor stake but to let the
market dynamics decide the
ownership composition.
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The Centre has asked state
governments to address the

gaps that still exist in the fish-
ery sector in their upcoming
annual plans by prioritising the
value chain. 

This was communicated to
state fisheries department offi-
cials at a workshop organised
recently to formulate strategies
for annual action plans for
2023-23 and 2024-25, an offi-
cial statement said.

"Tremendous efforts have
been put in by states/UTs for
increasing fish production
whilst gaps exist in prioritising
other aspects of the fisheries'
value chain at the state level,"
said Union Fishery Secretary
Jatindra Nath Swain said.

The rectification actions
are required to be taken up by
relooking and replanning

upcoming state annual plans,
he added.

The Secretary asked the
state governments to set pri-
orities at a local level, along
with the priorities of the cen-
tral government.

He advised that special
attention may be given to
sufficient seed production as
the most basic activity to pro-
pel the sectoral activities, take
on a collaborative approach
amongst states and the Centre

for activities, such as installa-
tion of artificial reefs, cold-
chain, MIS data management,
expansion of fish markets
(Fish Bazaar), promotion and
marketing of frozen fish,
among others. 

Priority areas mentioned
along with the strategic ratio-
nale are likely to serve as guide-
lines for state/UT officials to set
priorities for chalking out
FY2023-25 detailed annual
action plan, he said.
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Small Industries
Development Bank of India

(SIDBI) will partner with the
Association of Microfinance
Institutions of India (AMFI) to
support women entrepreneurs
in the backward districts of
West Bengal.

Deputy Managing Director
of SIDBI, Sudatta Mandal, said
that the women entrepreneurs
will also be helped in terms of
getting market and credit link-

ages.
Speaking at the AMFI-

WB micro-finance summit
here, Mandal said SIDBI has
already spearheaded the pro-
ject in Odisha and it has been
very successful.

"Six backward districts of
West Bengal have been identi-
fied for this purpose and
12,000 women will be given
credit so that their incomes
rise. This will be a two-year
intervention by SIDBI," he
stated.

By this intervention, the
average income of women will
rise by at least 30 per cent,
Mandal added.

Alok Mishra, CEO of
MFIN, a self-regulatory organ-
isation (SRO) in the micro-
finance sector, said the basic
idea is of financial inclusion
which had been the focus of
successive governments since
Independence.

He said that micro-finance
penetration has reached 30
per of the addressable market,

while the balance of 70 per cent
is yet to be tapped.

Presently, the total out-
standing of the sector is around
Rs three lakh crore, Mishra
said, adding that micro-credit
has emerged as a robust tool for
financial inclusion.

He also said that besides
the digital infrastructure which
is being increasingly used by
the micro-finance sector, the
human connect factor should
also remain.

"Human connect has to be

there. Digital connect should
be used as an enabler", he
added.

Jiji Mammen, Executive
director of another SRO Sa-
Dhan, said the COVID-19
pandemic had posed a chal-
lenge to the industry, but the
sector has now returned to nor-
malcy.

"West Bengal is a leading
state for the micro-finance
industry. The smaller MFIs
have done a good job in terms
of recovery when the collection

efficiency ratio declined during
the pandemic. This had hap-
pened because of good connect
with the people", he said.

Credit & Development
Forum, the umbrella body of
MFIs in Bangladesh, expressed
keenness to enter a pact with
AMFI for exchange of ideas
and experience.

The ED of the forum,
Mohammad Awal, said, "A
bilateral agreement with AMFI
with the forum will be worth-
while for exchange of ideas".
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The rupee depreciated by 4
paise to close at 81.34

(provisional) against the US
dollar on Friday, tracking a
rebound in crude oil prices
and sustained foreign fund
outflows.

Forex traders said positive
macroeconomic data and
broad weakness in the
American currency support-
ed the rupee and contained
the depreciation bias.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened on a weak note at
81.32 against the greenback,
but lost ground and fell to an
intra-day low of 81.45.

The domestic currency
finally settled at 81.34, down

4 paise over its previous close
of 81.30.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.06
per cent lower at 102.18.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.42
per cent to USD 84.38 per
barrel.

According to Dil ip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities, the Indian
rupee registered the biggest
weekly gains after November
11 on the back of better-
than-expected economic data
and broad-based weakness in
the dollar.

Risk assets globally rallied
and the safe-haven US dollar
slumped after the US inflation

readings came lower than
expected, Parmar said.

"The near-term outlook
for USDINR remains bearish
as long as it trades below
82.10 while on the downside,
one can see 81.10 and 80.70,"
Parmar added.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 303.15 points or 0.51
per cent higher at 60,261.18,
while the broader NSE Nifty
advanced 98.40 points or 0.55
per cent to 17,956.60.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) turned net
sellers in the capital markets
on Thursday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 1,662.63
crore, according to exchange
data.

Meanwhile,  on the
domestic macroeconomic

front, India's industrial pro-
duction growth rose to a five-
month high of 7.1 per cent in
November on the back of
better showing by manufac-
turing, according to official
data released on Thursday.

Retail inflation declined
to a one-year low of 5.72 per
cent in December 2022 main-

ly due to cooling of vegetable
prices, according to the data.

Experts believe, with the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
remaining below 6 per cent
for the second month in a
row, the Reserve Bank has
some room to pause interest
rate hike which has been
going on since May last year.
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Gold prices rose by Rs 121 to
Rs 56,236 per 10 grams in

the national capital on Friday
amid strong global trends,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had closed at Rs
56,115 per 10 grams.

Silver, however, declined Rs
145 to Rs 68,729 per kg.

In the overseas market,
gold was trading in green at
USD 1,898 per ounce while sil-
ver was flat at USD 23.73 per
ounce.

"Gold prices edged higher
and were on track for a fourth

weekly gain, supported by a
weaker dollar and expecta-
tions of slower interest rate
hikes by the US Fed Reserve,"
said Navneet Damani, Senior
VP - Commodity Research at
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services.

Focus will be on UK GDP
and US Michigan inflationary
expectations, Damani said.
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Wipro Ltd on Friday post-
ed 2.8 per cent year-on-

year rise in its consolidated net
profit for December quarter, at
about Rs 3,053 crore.

The net profit stood at Rs
2,969 crore in the year-ago
period.Revenue of the
Bengaluru-headquartered IT
company came in at Rs 23,229
crore in Q3FY23, 14.3 per cent
higher than the same period of
previous year.

The company expects rev-
enue from IT services business
for the full year to be in the
range of 11.5-12 per cent in
constant currency terms,
according to a statement.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said both

public and private sectors need
to leverage synergies and think
out of the box to seize oppor-
tunities arising as a result of the
emerging global environment.

While interacting with
noted economists and experts
at NITI Aayog ahead of the
Union Budget, the Prime
Minister also applauded the
success of the India Digital
story and the rapid adoption of
fintech across the country, an
official statement said.

During the meeting, econ-
omists offered suggestions on

ways in which India can sus-
tain its development momen-
tum, it added. They said that
due to its resilience, India has
emerged as a bright spot on the
turbulent global stage.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
senior government func-
tionaries were present at the
interaction. Niti Aayog Vice-
Chairman Suman Bery and
other members were also pre-
sent, said sources.

Economists who partici-
pated in the meeting included
Shankar Acharya, Ashok
Gulati, and Shamika Ravi.

In his remarks, Modi
noted that while there were

risks, the emerging global envi-
ronment offers new and
diverse opportunities in areas
such as digitisation, energy,
health care and agriculture.

To seize these opportuni-
ties, both public and private
sectors need to leverage syn-
ergies and think out of the box,
the release quoted him saying.

The Prime Minister
applauded the success of the
India Digital story and the
rapid adoption of fintech
across the country, and the
potential for inclusive growth
and development it promises.

He also underscored Nari
Shakti as a key driver of India's
growth and urged to continue

making efforts to further
enable and boost women's
participation in the workforce.

The release further said
participants offered practical
measures on ways in which

India could prudently sustain
its development momentum.
Ideas and suggestions were
shared with the Prime Minister
on diverse topics ranging from
agriculture to manufacturing.
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The government on Friday
said safety audit of 19,300-

kilometre of national high-
ways has been completed till
December in the current fiscal.

During FY22, safety audit
of 16,500 km of national high-
ways was undertaken.

National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has
been conducting safety audits
on national highways at the
planning, construction, opera-
tions, and maintenance stages,
the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways said in a state-
ment.

NHAI has made third-
party road safety audit at

Detailed Project Report (DPR)
stage mandatory for all the pro-
jects.

For all new projects, the
DPR will be safety audited by
a team of independent safety
consultants, and the recom-
mendations of the safety audi-

tors will be taken into account
during further stages of design.

Further, the safety review
of the DPRs is undertaken by
dedicated road safety officers at
NHAI to ensure that all the
necessary safety measures have
been incorporated.
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Two-time Grand Slam champion
Garbine Muguruza said Friday that she

has started from scratch and goes into next
week's Australian Open with "bittersweet
feelings" following a year to forget.

The 29-year-old Spaniard won the
French Open in 2016, Wimbledon in 2017
and reached the final in Melbourne in
2020, before losing to the American Sofia
Kenin. But the former world number one
is now 58th in the rankings after a poor sea-
son by her high standards which includ-
ed first-round exits at Roland Garros and
Wimbledon, scenes of her biggest tri-
umphs. She has not won a match since
September, which at least gave her more
time on the practice court.

"I have bittersweet feelings because it
is true that I have had a lot of time to pre-
pare and train to start from scratch this sea-
son," said the Venezuelan-born Muguruza.

"That's the good thing about tennis,
that now in 2023 it's a new season.

"Bittersweet because I think I am very
well prepared (training-wise), but I am
lacking some matches in the preparation."

With her form so poor, Muguruza says
she has nothing to lose in the first Grand
Slam of the year and hopes she could even
spring a surprise. She has a tough open-
ing match, against Belgium's 26th-seeded
Elise Mertens.

"Let's see how it goes here, anything
can happen. I feel good, I've played here
for many years and from experience I know
that anything can happen," she said.

"Maybe being the favourite sometimes
doesn't help, maybe a lot of people expect
a lot, you also have that pressure and that
demand and it doesn't go well."

"This time I don't think I'm a favourite
but I have a good chance of advancing as
well," she added. "I'm good at suddenly
coming back and surprising."
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Novak Djokovic returns to
next week's Australian
Open as heavy favourite

and with his ominous form in
stark contrast to the struggles of
defending champion Rafael
Nadal.

A year ago Djokovic was
consumed by a legal battle over
his Covid vaccination stance
which he ultimately lost and was
deported on the eve of the
Grand Slam. It opened the door
for great rival Nadal on the
Melbourne Park hardcourts, his
thrilling five-set win over Daniil
Medvedev in the final earning
the Spaniard a record 21st major
crown.

The 36-year-old made it 22
when he clinched the French
Open. Serbia's Djokovic, who is
a year younger, can draw level on
22 Grand Slam triumphs if he
becomes Australian champion
for a record-extending 10th
time. 

He brought a practice match
against Medvedev to an early
conclusion on Wednesday to
protect a hamstring niggle, but
prior to that called his prepara-
tions spot-on.

"I couldn't ask for a better
preparation and lead-up to the
Australian Open," said Djokovic.

"I love playing in Australia.
My results are a testament to
that." 

Djokovic's recent exploits,
coupled with Nadal's iffy form,
the absence of injured world
number one Carlos Alcaraz and
last year's retirement of Roger
Federer, undoubtedly make him
the man to beat. After ending a
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Novak Djokovic was "a bit emotion-
al" after receiving a warm wel-

come on Friday on his return to
Melbourne Park, before facing Nick
Kyrgios in a sell-out Australian Open
exhibition match.

All 15,000 seats at Rod Laver
Arena sold out in 58 minutes, with
proceeds going to charity, ahead of the
first Grand Slam of the year on
Monday.

Djokovic, who was deported a
year ago, was given a good reception
when he went on to win an Adelaide
warm-up tournament last week and it
was a similar story at Rod Laver Arena,
where he is a nine-time champion.

"Thank you so much, feel a bit
emotional right now to be honest," the
former world number one from Serbia
told the crowd after his entrance on
court was met by cheers and applause.

"I was really looking forward to
coming back to this court, so thank
you all you guys for coming out

tonight for a great cause," said the 35-
year-old, one of the best men's tennis
players of all time.

Djokovic has dominated the
Australian Open since his maiden tri-
umph in 2008 but he had his visa can-
celled 12 months ago and was deport-
ed on the eve of the tournament
because of his stance on Covid vac-
cines.

In a light-hearted encounter
against Australia's Kyrgios, Djokovic
wore tape for a left hamstring issue
which saw him curtail a practice
match against Daniil Medvedev this
week.

But he appeared to have no trou-
ble with his movement against Kyrgios
and said beforehand that he was "feel-
ing good". Kyrgios also allayed con-
cerns about an ankle injury which has
hampered his preparations.

They each won one shortened set
before concluding the friendly knock-
about with a tiebreak that also includ-
ed wheelchair players David Wagner
and Heath Davidson.
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Marc-Andre ter Stegen saved
twice from the spot to

help Barcelona beat Real Betis 4-
2 on penalties after a 2-2 draw
on Thursday, setting up a
Clasico Spanish Super Cup final.

The Catalans will face their
bitter rivals Real Madrid on Sun-
day after Carlo Ancelotti's side
beat Valencia on penalties on
Wednesday. Barcelona needed
spot-kicks to see off Betis after
an entertaining draw over 120
minutes at Riyadh's King Fahd
Stadium.

Robert Lewandowski put
Barcelona ahead after 40 min-
utes but Betis playmaker Nabil
Fekir levelled with 13 minutes
remaining.

Ansu Fati smashed in a
fine volley to put Barcelona
ahead in extra-time but Loren
Moron pulled Betis back level
with a cunning backheel flick.

Ter Stegen denied Juanmi
and William Carvalho in the
shootout and Pedri converted
the decisive spot-kick.

Barcelona have not won
the Spanish Super Cup since the
change to a four-team format,
with the first Saudi Arabia edi-
tion taking place in 2020.

After finishing last season
without a single trophy and
investing heavily in the summer
despite the club's debts, Xavi and
his team are desperate for silver-
ware, with Sunday their first
opportunity to get their hands
on some.
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Veronika Kudermetova and Paula Badosa
both pulled out of their Adelaide

International semi-finals with injury prob-
lems on Friday, leaving them in a race to be
fit for the Australian Open.

Their withdrawals gave Belinda Bencic
and Daria Kasatkina free rides into Saturday's
title match.

Russia's Kudermetova, seeded nine for
the opening Grand Slam of the year, which
starts Monday, cited a left hip injury for her
pull-out against Switzerland's Bencic.

It followed epic three-setters in her two
previous matches, with her quarter-final
against Danielle Collins on Thursday extend-
ing beyond three hours.

Olympic champion Bencic, who has
won nine of her last 10 matches, is aiming
to claim a sixth singles trophy and her fifth
on a hard court.

She will face world number eight
Kasatkina, who is gunning for a seventh
WTA title and her second in Australia, hav-
ing claimed the Phillip Island Trophy last
year.

Kasatkina progressed when Spain's
Paula Badosa, seeded 11th at Melbourne
Park, opted out because of a thigh injury.

The Grand Slam has been hit by numer-
ous withdrawals in both the men's and
women's fields, including two-time former
champion Naomi Osaka, who is expecting
her first child.

In the men's draw, South Korea's Kwon
Soon-woo dominated from the baseline to
overpower Britain's Jack Draper 7-6 (8/6),
6-7 (2/7), 6-3 and surge into the final.
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Fulham increased the pressure
on Chelsea boss Graham

Potter with a shock 2-1 victory
that saw Blues forward Joao Felix
sent off on his debut before a
decisive blunder from Kepa
Arrizabalaga.

Potter's troubled side cra-
shed to a seventh defeat in their
last 10 games in all competitions
after another spluttering display.

Chelsea fell behind to a
goal from their former winger
Willian in the first half at Craven
Cottage on Thursday.

Kalidou Koulibaly equalised
after the break but Felix was dis-
missed for a reckless studs-up
lunge on Kenny Tete.

Fulham were gifted their late
winner by Chelsea keeper Kepa,
who made a hash of dealing with
a cross that Carlos Vinicius
converted to leave Potter facing
renewed talk of the sack just four
months after he replaced the
axed Thomas Tuchel.

Potter this week labelled
managing Chelsea as "the hard-
est job in football" after a turbu-
lent period that is severely test-
ing owner Todd Boehly's hope
that the former Brighton boss is
the right man for the task of
leading the new era at Stamford
Bridge Chelsea are languishing
in 10th place — 10 points adrift
of the top four — after their

wretched run extended to one
win in their last nine league
games.

They have managed just
four goals in their last eight
games in all competitions and
Potter desperately needs a victo-
ry against Crystal Palace on
Sunday to buy himself at least a
little breathing space.

Hampered by a debilitating
injury list that includes N'Golo
Kante, Christian Pulisic,

Raheem Sterling, Ben Chilwell
and Reece James, Potter admit-
ted this week that Chelsea have
been "suffering".

The 47-year-old held a
meeting with senior players
Cesar Azpilicueta, Thiago Silva,
Jorginho and Mateo Kovacic on
Tuesday in an attempt to calm
the crisis.

But Chelsea fans' patience is
already wearing thin and losing
to sixth placed neighbours

Fulham was another bitter blow
to his hopes of avoiding the sack.

It was in keeping with
Potter's misfortune that Felix's
promising debut ended prema-
turely after his loan move from
Atletico Madrid on Wednesday.

The 23-year-old, who cost
Chelsea a reported 11 million
euros ($12 million) loan fee, was
one of four changes from the 4-
0 FA Cup defeat at Manchester
City last weekend.
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Commonwealth Games gold
medallist Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty played
their hearts out to beat BWF World
Tour Finals champions Liu Yu Chen
and Ou Xuan Yi in three games to
enter the semifinals of the Malaysia
Open Super 750 badminton tourna-
ment here on Friday.

The Indian pair, seeded seventh
here, toiled to get the better of the
Chinese duo 17-21, 22-20, 21-9 in the
men's doubles quarter-finals.

They will play another Chinese
pair, Liang Wei Keng and Wang

Chang, in the last-four round.
Earlier, India's HS Prannoy went

down fighting to world No. 7
Japanese Kodai Naraoka in a gru-
elling three games in the men's sin-
gles quarter-finals.

The 30-year-old from Kerala ran
out of steam in the 84-minute con-
test, losing 16-21, 21-19, 10-21 to the
21-year-old Naraoka, who seemed
faster and fitter, despite playing two
long matches in the earlier rounds.

This was Naraoka's third win
over the Indian in as many meetings.
He had defeated Prannoy in three
games at the Singapore Open and
World Tour Finals last year.
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Awatershed season last year has opened news vistas
for India's premier badminton doubles players Chi-

rag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy, with the pair
hoping to cash in on the success to attain glory at the
All England championships, secure a Paris Olympics
berth, and possibly emerge No.1 in the world.

Satwik and Chirag broke new ground in 2022, win-
ning two World tour titles — the India Open Super 500
and French Open Super 750 --, securing the
Commonwealth Games gold, anchoring India's epic
Thomas Cup triumph, and bagging a maiden bronze
at the World Championships.

"We have the same targets this year, basically to do
well in big events, including the All England where we
haven't won a medal so far. I guess, a good show in 4-
5 events in a year will be good enough to seal the
Olympic qualification," Chirag said.

The unprecedented success last year saw the two
achieve a career-best ranking of world No. 5 at the fag
end of the year and Chirag says the next aim is to breach
the top 3.

"Reaching the top 5 was a dream for us but we
believe we are capable of going higher," he said.

"Our target this season will be top 3. We don't want
to keep the mind-set of maintaining the ranking because
we have what it takes to be the world No. 1 as well. It
will need consistency."
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Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp says their current

problems cannot be solved in the
January transfer window as he
struggles with an injury crisis.

After back-to-back wins
when the Premier League
resumed following the World
Cup, Klopp's men lost 3-1 at
Brentford and were held to a 2-
2 draw at home to Wolves in the
FA Cup.

Liverpool, who finished sec-
ond in the Premier League last
season, are languishing in sev-
enth place in the table, seven
points outside the top four.

Liverpool have already
signed Netherlands forward
Cody Gakpo from PSV
Eindhoven for an initial £37 mil-
lion ($45 million) but the Reds
boss admits that is likely to be
their only purchase this month
as there are not the resources
available to deepen the squad.

"Come on, do I have to tell
the money story again? What
could be the reason -- that we
have money like crazy but we
don't buy the players even when
they are available?" Klopp said
at his pre-match press confer-
ence on Friday.

"That's what you think of
me, after all the years? Why do
you ask the question when the
answer lies on the table. You

know the answer."
He added: "We have on top

of that the problem that in the
moment four of our offensive
players are injured. Now, we buy
another one then they will come
back, Darwin soon, the others a
little bit later, and then we have
seven strikers.

"We couldn't even put them
all on the Champions League
list. It is just not that easy. You
cannot solve the problems, espe-
cially with injuries.

"Injuries are the big, big
shadow over all of us because we
cannot solve it in the transfer
window."
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turbulent 2022 by winning the
ATP Finals, he came through
five tough matches to lift the
Adelaide International trophy on
Sunday.

His fears of a hostile recep-
tion in Australia after the depor-
tation saga were alleviated by a
warm welcome in Adelaide.

Djokovic faces Spain's 75th-
ranked Roberto Carballes Baena
in his opening match.
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Nadal has been written off

before but is facing fresh ques-
tions about whether age and
injury are catching up with
him. The top seed faces a tricky
opening to the defence of his title
against promising 21-year-old
Briton Jack Draper.

Spanish great Nadal has
lost six of his past seven match-
es including both at the recent

United Cup, going down to
Cameron Norrie and Alex de
Minaur.

Nadal, who is striving to join
Federer and Ken Rosewall as
men's major winners aged 36 or
older, insisted he was not con-
cerned by his recent struggles.

"It's true that the last couple
of months I was not able to play
much tennis and at the begin-
ning of the season I lost two

matches in Sydney," he said.
"But honestly, I am not

unhappy with the preparation.
I need to win matches, for sure,
but the preparation is going quite
well, practising a lot and I think
I am in good shape."
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Russia's Medvedev, runner-

up in 2021 and 2022, is prime
among other contenders.

The 2021 US Open cham-
pion has a love-hate relationship
with the Melbourne crowd but
pushed Nadal all the way in last
year's final.

World number four Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas also poses a
threat, with the Greek star keen
to better the Melbourne semi-
finals he made in three of the last
four years.

Still searching for an elusive

first Grand Slam, Tsitsipas won
all four matches at the United
Cup, including beating danger-
ous Italian Matteo Berrettini.

Norway's world number
three Casper Ruud is another
looking to snap the Djokovic-
Nadal stranglehold after a break-
through 2022 that saw him
make the French and US Open
finals. And there is Nick Kyrgios,
the home favourite and

Wimbledon finalist who boasts
enormous talent but has often
been let down by his tempera-
ment.

"No-one is invincible," said
Djokovic, who defeated Kyrgios
in the Wimbledon decider and
could meet him in the last eight
in Melbourne.

"We've seen the biggest ten-
nis players in the history of the
game lose some big matches."
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points from the match.
In Mohali, hosts Punjab defeated Jammu and

Kashmir by four wickets to jump to the second
spot in Group D.

Elsewhere in the group, Railways beat
Tripura by six wickets while the match between
Vidarbha and Chandigarh ended in a stalemate
as no play was possible on Friday due to bad
weather.
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Kalyani: Former India white-ball player Manoj
Tiwary and up-and-coming cricketer Sudip
Gharami gave Bengal a hard-fought seven-
wicket win against Baroda to climb to the top of
Group A.

The two batted with confidence to stitch
together a century partnership at a time when the
match seemed to be slipping away from their
hands in the chase of a modest 177 for victory.

With three down for just 53 on day three,
things looked dismal for Bengal but young
Gharami (76 not out) and domestic stalwart
Tiwary (60 not out) denied any more success to
the Baroda bowlers as the pair batted for nearly
33 overs on Friday to finally achieve the target.
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Defending champions Madhya Pradesh defeat-
ed Gujarat by 206 runs to consolidate their

position at the top of Group D in a Ranji Trophy
match here on Friday.

Shubham Sharma did the star turn for MP
with scores of 72 and 101 not out to steer his side
to victory.

After posting 312 in their first innings rid-
ing on wicketkeeper Himanshu Mantri's 159 and
Shubham's 72, MP bundled out Gujarat for 211.

In MP's second innings, Shubham led the
charge with a quick-fire ton off just 118 balls that
was decorated with eight boundaries and three
hits over the fence.

Mantri (65) and Rajat Patidar (57) also made
useful contributions with the bat as MP declared
their second innings at 280 for 6 in 71.3 overs,
thereby setting a 382-run target for Gujarat.

But Gujarat faltered in the chase as off-spin-
ner Saransh Jain (4/64) struck early blows to derail
the visitors.

Medium pacer Gaurav Yadav (3/41) comple-
mented his bowling colleagues as MP bowled out
Gujarat for 121 runs in 40.3 overs to pocket full
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Jeremy Hayward and Tom
Craig scored a hat-trick each,

first of the tournament, to
hand Australia a convincing 8-
0 win over France in a Pool A
match of the FIH men's hock-
ey World Cup here on Friday.

While Craig scored three
field goals in the eighth, 31st
and 44th minutes, Hayward
converted three penalty corners
in a span of 12 minutes as world
No.1 Australia routed their
opponents at the Kalinga
Stadium here.

Hayward sounded the
board in the 26th, 28th and
38th minutes from set pieces.

Earlier in the day, former
Olympic champions Argentina

were made to toil by world
No.14 South Africa before reg-
istering a 1-0 win in the open-
ing Pool A match. 

After a barren and hard-
fought first two quarters,
Argentina, the 2016 Olympic
champions, scored the winner
in the 42nd minute through a
field effort from Casella Maico.

But it was far from rosy for
the Los Leones as it was South
Africa who pressed hard in the
first quarter but failed to con-
vert their chances into positive
results.

In the second quarter,
Argentina came back strongly
and secured three penalty cor-
ners in succession but wasted
all as South Africa defended
stoutly.

After the change of ends,
South Africa had the first shy
at the goal in the form of a
penalty corner but the oppor-
tunity was wasted.

Argentina broke the dead-
lock in the 42nd minute when
Casella capitalised on a
counter-attack and scored a
brilliant field goal from
Toscani's pass.

Down a goal, South Africa
came out attacking in the
fourth and final quarter, but the
Argentine defence stood firm
to stifle their rivals' forays and
register a hard-fought win.

Argentina will face
Australia on January 16 here,
while South Africa will take on
France in their next pool match
on the same day.
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Star Australia batter Marnus
Labuschagne can't wait to

engage in a "lovely game of
chess" with Ravichandran
Ashwin during next month's
Test tour of India after making
required changes in his game to
combat the ace spinner.

Australia, who haven't won
a Test series in India since 2004,
will play four Tests in Nagpur
(February 9-13), New Delhi
(February 17-21), Dharamsala
(March 1-5) and Ahmedabad
(March 9-13).

Labuschagne was dismissed
twice by Ashwin even though he
emerged as the leading run-
scorer in the 2020-21 Border-

Gavaskar Trophy in Australia
with 426 runs at an average of
53.25. "I've changed some of my
game because of what I've heard
about Ashwin and how he
bowled to me," Labuschagne was
quoted as saying by
cricket.Com.Au.

"I've adapted my game to try
and foil a few of his ideas and
ways he goes about it. It's going
to be a lovely game of chess and
I can't wait for it."

The 28-year-old said he
started his preparation for the
India tour right after the 2020-
21 home series.

"The preparation starts so
far back," said Labuschagne,
who is currently playing for the
Brisbane Heat in the Big Bash

League (BBL) 2022-23.
"People think, right now it's

Big Bash then you start think-
ing - but the thinking happens
way ahead. You start processing
everything in your mind, you go
through every scenario of what
bowler you are going to come
across.

"I've already thought about
my plans, so now it's just about
executing. Finding out, 'That
works, that doesn't work. How
can that part of my game fit in?',
and just piece the puzzle togeth-
er."

Australia will have a short
training camp in Sydney in
January end. They are scheduled
to arrive in India just seven days
before the Nagpur Test.

The four-Test series also
gains significance as it will
decide table-toppers Australia's
opponents in the finals of the
World Test Championship Final
in June before they take on
England in the Ashes.

"Can't wait, so excited for
the next 10 Test matches,"
Labuschagne said.

"We've played really well,
people know we are very good
at home, very tough to
beat…but the challenge we have
going two away series in a row,
that's going to be awesome.

"I can't wait for the challenge
against spin in India and can't
wait for the challenge of Bazball
versus Ronball."
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Sri Lanka head coach Chris
Silverwood has blamed the

senior batters for failing to step
up in the second ODI and said
they will have to "learn their
lessons" before they return to
India for the World Cup later
this year. From 103 for 1 in 17.2
overs, Sri Lanka were done in by
some quality spin bowling and
folded for a paltry 215 inside 40
overs after opting to bat on a
beautiful flat deck at Eden
Gardens.

"We got ourselves to blame.
We had a great start which was
superb. But when the spin came
on we lost wickets at regular
intervals and put us under pres-
sure," Silverwood said.

"We can't keep losing wick-
ets. We should have posted a big
score on the back of a good start.
Two-three senior players in the

middle order needed to step up
and post a big score for us and
that did not happen for us."

"We have to learn to post big
scores. With the World Cup
coming back here in a few
months time, we have to make
sure to learn the lessons with the
bat and the ball as well."

Leftarm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav (3/51) triggered
the collapse, claiming three
wickets in his first five overs,
while Axar Patel bagged 1 for 16
from his five overs.

"Obviously some good Indi-
an bowling but we didn't play
well in that middle phase. Maybe
there was a bit of help for the
spinner and the ball was hold-
ing a bit, but the fact is it was not
a pitch where you will be bowled
out," Silverwood said.

"A lot of credit to the Indian
side for the way they bowled and
fought. Losing those wickets

obviously made it difficult for us.
We liked to have pushed on, cer-
tainly it's something that we
need to address.

"The Indian bowlers oper-
ate in their own conditions, hit
length hard, consistently on
good areas. I'm at least happy

that we have managed to look at
them before we come here for
the World Cup (in October-
November). I hope that we can
address that," he signed off.

Sri Lanka will face India in
the third and final ODI on
Sunday.
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Suryakumar Yadav's omis-
sion from playing XI did

surprise him but former Sri
Lankan captain Dinesh
Chandimal also feels that it is
a testimony to India's tremen-
dous bench strength in white
ball cricket. With KL Rahul
donning the big gloves at No.
5 and Hardik Pandya an auto-
matic choice at No. 6 as the
pace bowling all-rounder,
India's one and only 'Mr 360
degree' will have to wait for his
turn despite his phenomenal
show in T20 cricket.

"Looking at this Indian
team, it shows how much
strength is there in the bench.
I still feel Surya can play in the
middle order in this Indian

team," Chandimal said.
For Chandimal, Surya's

USP will always be his strike-
rate and even a cameo of 30 or
quick half-century from him
can change the complexion of
the game in no time.

"He is different to other
batters. You need a guy like
him in the middle-order. He
can change the game by just
scoring 30 to 50 runs.
Opposition team can be frus-
trated with the speed at which
he scores. I still feel he should
play in ODIs," said Chandimal.

Having already lost the
series 0-2, Chandimal wants
Dasun Shanaka and his boys to
play positive cricket.

"It is tough to play India in
India but they should play pos-
itively in every department."
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Australia batter Peter Hands-
comb will be racing against

time to recover for next month's
India tour after suffering a hip
injury.

The 31-year-old sustained
the injury while attempting to
play a pull shot in club cricket in
Victoria on Tuesday night and
left the field retired hurt after
collapsing in pain three balls
later following another pull shot.

"Scans have since confirmed
soft-tissue damage in his right
hip," a report in cricket.Com.Au
said on Friday.

"Officials are confident
Handscomb will be fit to leave
with the Australian team later
this month for the Qantas tour
of India."

Australia, who haven't won
a Test series in India since 2004,
are battling a string of injuries
issues with their key players
Mitchell Starc and Cameron
Green both recovering from
finger injuries.

Starc will miss the Nagpur
Test but is likely to join his team-
mates for the rest of the series,
while Green is hopeful of play-
ing in the series opener.

Handscomb, who was part
of the team that toured India in
2017, was named as batting
backup in Australia's squad for
the India series. He last played
a Test in 2019.
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INDIA OFF TO WINNING START
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Acommanding India dis-
hed out a superb show
of attacking hockey to

outplay a tricky Spain 2-0 in
their FIH men's World Cup
campaign opener here on
Friday.

Local boy Amit Rohidas
was among the goal scorers as he
struck in the 12th minute from
a penalty corner to the wild
cheer of the packed Birsa Munda
Stadium, which made its debut
as an international hockey venue
on Friday.

Hardik Singh scored a bril-
liant field goal in the 26th
minute after a fine solo run as
India, chasing their first medal
after 1975, boosted their chances
of making it to the quarterfinals

from Pool D.
The score-line did not

reflect the degree of domination
by India, who could have won
by a bigger margin but the
world number six team did not
allow their European oppo-
nents, ranked two rungs below
them, to play their game.

India got five penalty cor-
ners and scored from the second
one. Captain Harmanpreet
Singh also missed a penalty
stroke in the third quarter.

Young goalkeeper Krishan
Bahadur Pathak was brilliant in
front of the bar as he made some
fine saves, including from penal-
ty corners.

Spain were always a tricky
opponent for India but it was the
home team which dictated the
terms to the Europeans, who

had the upper hand in the four
Pro League matches last year,
winning two and losing one.

The Indians were quick on
the attack as well as in counter-
attack and won a lot of balls
from their opponents. Spain
had a couple of chances besides
three penalty corners, which
they wasted. Spain dominated
the midfield battle in the initial
minutes without getting any
scoring chance. India settled
down nicely after taking a mea-
sure of their opponents and
started pressing towards the
end of the first quarter.

Most of the attacks began
from the right flank with
Nilakanta Sharma, Mandeep
Singh, Akashdeep Singh and
Abhishek in the thick of things.

India's incessant pressing

paid off as they got three penal-
ty corners in quick succession
and took the lead in the 12th
minute of the second one
through Rohidas.

Harmanpreet's drag-flick
came off the stick of a Spanish
defender and the ball fell to
Rohidas whose powerful hit
beat the Spanish goalkeeper all
ends up. Just a minute later, India
got another penalty corner but
Harmanpreet failed to find the
target. Just before the end of the
first quarter, Abhishek outwitted
a couple of Spanish defender
inside the circle but the efforts
did not result in a goal.

Nilakanta also took a shot
but sent it wide.

The second quarter also
went almost identical as the first,
as action remained mostly in the

Indian half initially as Spain
pressed hard for the equaliser.

But four minutes from half
time, Hardik made a fantastic
run down the left channel and
then sent a cross on the face of
the goal. It beat the Spanish goal-
keeper and forced a defender to
deflect it in for India's second
goal. Spain got their first first
penalty corner soon but wasted
it.

The third quarter did not
yield any goal but had plenty of
drama as captain Harmanpreet
wasted a penalty stroke in the
32nd minute. His effort was
ruled to have been saved by the
Spanish keeper after a video
referral by India.

Earlier in the day, England
thrashed neighbours Wales 5-0
in another Pool D match.


