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Taking a serious note of
Pakistan refusing to discuss

issues regarding the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) and
terming it as “intransigence” in
implementing the pact, India
has sent a notice to its neigh-
bour for modification of the
treaty inked in 1960.

The notice for “modifica-
tion” was sent on January 25 to
Islamabad through respective
Commissioners for Indus
Waters, as per provisions of the
treaty, sources said here on
Friday.  The action was neces-
sitated as Pakistan refused to
discuss and resolve the issue of
India’s Kishenganga and Ratle
Hydroelectric Projects for the
last five years, despite India’s
efforts, they said.

India is seeking modifica-
tions in the treaty to make it
easier for Pakistan to enter into
intergovernmental negotia-
tions, within 90 days, and rec-
tify the ‘material breach’ of
IWT. This process would also
update IWT to incorporate
the lessons learnt over the last
62 years.

“India has always been a

steadfast supporter and a
responsible partner in imple-
menting IWT in letter and
spirit. However, Pakistan’s
actions have adversely
impinged on the provisions of
IWT and their implementation,
and forced India to issue an
appropriate notice for modifi-
cation of IWT,” sources said.

Pakistan had in 2015
sought a neutral expert to
examine its technical objections
to India’s Kishenganga and

Ratle Hydroelectric Projects.
However, it withdrew its

request next year unilaterally
and proposed that a Court of
Arbitration adjudicate its objec-
tions. “Two simultaneous
processes are in contravention
of the graded mechanism of
dispute settlement,” sources
said, adding that India then
made a separate request for the
matter to be referred to a neu-
tral expert.

Continued on Page 9
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The Congress on Friday
“temporarily” suspended

the Bharat Jodo Yatra after an
alleged serious breach of secu-
rity during the final leg of the
Rahul Gandhi-led march near
Qazigund, along the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway.
Rahul was escorted to safety by
his security personnel in a
four-wheeler.

The Jammu & Kashmir
(J&K) Police, however, denied
these allegations claiming there
was no security lapse and
added that they would “provide
foolproof security to the yatra.”

Early on Friday morning
the yatra resumed from Banihal
after a day’s break in connec-
tion with the 74th Republic day

celebrations.
“J&K UT administration

failed to provide security to
Bharat Jodo Yatra led by Rahul
Gandhi. Security lapses indi-
cate the unfair & unprepared
attitude of UT administration,”
Rajani Patil, Congress in-
charge of J&K and Ladakh,
tweeted soon after the yatra

was suspended.
Rahul was accorded a

warm welcome by the former
J&K Chief Minister and
National Conference vice-pres-
ident Omar Abdullah in
Banihal in the presence of
thousands of cheerful party
workers and local residents.

Continued on Page 9
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday advised

students to adopt “digital fast-
ing”  and suggested the parents
should take an initiative to cre-
ate a “no technology zone” in
their homes to help children
keep safe from the negative
spell of the virtual space.

“Consider yourself smarter
than the gadgets. Use technol-
ogy but don’t let technology use
you”, Modi said addressing in
his annual “Pariksha Pe
Charcha” to lakhs of students,
parents, teachers and other
stakeholders in school educa-
tion across the country.

“Technology fasting” at
regular intervals and a demar-
cated area as a “technology-free
zone” in every household will
lead to the enhanced joy of life
and help children come out of
the clutches of slavery of gad-
gets, said Modi.

Modi gave this tip to what

he calls the “Exam Warriors”
during questions on how to
stay focused without getting
distracted by social media.

“I am rarely seen with a
mobile phone despite being
very active. I keep a definite
time for such activities. One
should not avoid technology
but restrict oneself to the things
of utility as per one’s need,” he
added.

Modi also answered ques-
tions by the students about tips
to deal with exam stress, time
management, how not to resort
to cheating, hard work or
smartwork among 
others. 

The PM further advised
students to learn as many lan-
guages as possible to become
more knowledgeable.

“Knowing a different lan-
guage helps you give a sense of
familiarity to the other person,
he added remarking India is a
land of multilingual culture and
its citizens should take pride in
its presence.

During the session the PM
also took questions on the
political state of affairs to which
he responded saying criticism
is an integral part of India’s
democracy and students should
learn from it to avoid getting
affected by negative 
comments.

“Criticism is like purifica-
tion in a democracy. The ques-
tion is out of the syllabus. I have
a conviction that criticism is an
absolute condition and a
Shuddhi Yagna for a prosper-
ous democracy,” said the 
PM

Further cautioning that
cheating may help them in an
exam or two but not in the long
run, Modi talked against the
use of unfair practices in exams
and advised students against
boasting about how well their
exam went to avoid stress.

“Cheating may help some-
one in an exam or two but not
in life in the long run. Never
take the shortcut. 

Continued on Page 9
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Eight cheetahs, which were
brought from Namibia to

India and released in Madhya
Pradesh’s Kuno National Park
three months ago, may get 12
new “friends” from South
Africa by mid-February, taking
the total number of felines to 20
in the region.

India and South Africa
recently signed a pact as a part
of the former’s much-ambitious
Cheetah reintroduction pro-
gramme.The eight big cats
brought in September last year
from Namibia are doing fine
and making kills on their own,
said the State officials.

According to reports,
South Africa has donated 12
big cats to India. But India has
to pay USD 3,000 for the cap-
ture of every cheetah to the
African nation before they are
translocated. Sources said that
the MP Wildlife Department
has already set up 10 quaran-
tine facilities (enclosures) for
them. In two of these facilities,

two pairs of cheetah brothers
would be kept.

Due to the delay in the
signing of the MoU for the
inter-continental translocation
of these big cats, some experts
had last month expressed con-
cern over the health of the
South African cheetahs as these
animals have been quaran-
tined there since July 15. As a
result of long quarantine, these
animals might have lost their
fitness, they had feared.

Continued on Page 9
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Investors lost more than
�10.73 lakh crore in just two

trading sessions as the contin-
ued selling in Adani groups
stocks dragged the overall mar-
kets and triggered sell-offs in
banking, financials, utilities
and oil shares on Friday.

Adani group’s shares came
into bear grip on Wednesday
itself following the Hindenburg
report accusing the group of
serious irregularities. Stock
markets were closed on
Thursday on account of
Republic Day.

Continuing its decline for
a second session, the 30-share
BSE benchmark tanked 874.16
points or 1.45 per cent, its
biggest single day loss in more
than a month, to settle at
59,330.90. This is the lowest
closing level since October 21.
During the day, Sensex plunged
1,230.36 points or 2.04 per cent
to 58,974.70.

The broader NSE Nifty fell
287.60 points or 1.61 per cent
to end at a three-month low of
17,604.35, also marking its
worst single-day fall since
December 23, 2022.

News agency PTI quoted
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services, as

saying that the sharp slump in
the Indian market was trig-
gered by an unfavourable
research report on Adani group
companies. This is also affect-
ing the banking stocks, espe-
cially PSU banks, due to their
high exposure to the group,
“According to him, FIIs’ cau-
tious stance ahead of the Union
Budget and FOMC (Federal
Open Market Committee)
meetings also fuelled the col-
lapse.

Adani group stocks opened

down by up to 20 per cent and
staged marginal recovery dur-
ing the day. The group has lost
over �4.17 lakh crore in terms
of the combined market valu-
ation of listed firms after the
US-based investment research
firm Hindenburg Research
made damaging allegations.

Shares of Adani Total Gas
plummeted 20 per cent, Adani
Transmission tumbled 19.99
per cent, Adani Green Energy
plunged 19.99 per cent and
Adani Enterprises tanked 18.52

per cent on the BSE.
Also, Adani Ports and

Special Economic Zone fell
16.03 per cent, Adani Wilmar
dipped 5 per cent and Adani
Power declined 5 per cent.
Ambuja Cements tanked 17.16
per cent and ACC fell 13.04 per
cent.

In the broader market, the
30-share BSE benchmark tum-
bled 874.16 points or 1.45 per
cent to settle at 59,330.90.

In two days, the Adani
group firms have lost a whop-
ping �4,17,824.79 crore from
their market valuation. The
market valuation of Adani
Total Gas plummeted
�1,04,580.93 crore, while that
of Adani Transmission eroded
by �83,265.95 crore. Adani
Enterprises market capitalisa-
tion (mcap) fell by �77,588.47
crore, Adani Green Energy
lost �67,962.91 crore and Adani
Ports (�35,048.25 crore).

The market valuation of
Ambuja Cements declined by
�23,311.47 crore, Adani Power
by �10,317.31 crore, ACC by
�8,490.8 crore and Adani
Wilmar by �7,258.7 crore.

From the Sensex pack, SBI
fell the most by 5.03 per cent.
ICICI Bank by 4.41 per cent,
IndusInd Bank by 3.43 per
cent, Axis Bank by 2.07 per
cent, Kotak Bank by 2.03 per
cent, HDFC Bank by 1.96 per
cent, Reliance by 1.9 per cent
and HDFC by 1.87 per cent.

Continued on Page 9
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India on Friday carried out a
test of indigenously designed

Hypersonic Technology
Demonstrator Vehicle
(HSDTV) off the Odisha coast.
This niche technology is only
available with three other coun-
tries — the US, China and
Russia.  

It will enable development
of hypersonic missiles which
can travel at six times the
speed of sound.

The  Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO) carried out the test.
The DRDO had conducted
three tests earlier in 2019, 2020
and 2021. The aim of the
HSDTV project is to have a

scramjet engine which can fly
at an altitude of 15 to 20 km.

A scramjet engine (super-
sonic-combustion ramjet) is
one which can operate at
hypersonic speeds.

Hypersonic missiles can
travel at speeds faster than
Mach 5 (five times the speed of
sound) or 3,800 miles per hour,
much faster than other ballis-
tic and cruise missiles. They are
highly manoeuvrable and do
not follow a predictable arc as
they travel. They can deliver
conventional or nuclear pay-

loads within minutes.
A Hypersonic Vehicle can

be an airplane, missile, or
spacecraft.

The Indian hypersonic
vehicle will take another three
to four years to become fully
operational.

In 2020, the DRDO suc-
cessfully demonstrated the
hypersonic air-breathing
scramjet technology with the
flight test of HSTDV.

With this successful
demonstration, many critical
technologies such as aerody-
namic configuration for hyper-
sonic manoeuvers, use of
scramjet propulsion for igni-
tion and sustained combustion
at hypersonic flow, thermo-
structural characterisation of
high temperature materials,
separation mechanism at
hypersonic velocities were
proven.   

Apart from being used as
a vehicle for hypersonic long-
range cruise missiles, the
HSTDV is a dual-use technol-
ogy that will have multiple
civilian applications, including
the launching of small satellites
at low cost.
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Soldier-turned-politician and
scion of erstwhile royal fam-

ily of Patiala Capt Amarinder
Singh may soon get a new role
as Governor of Maharashtra.

Speculation is rife that the
BJP leadership has arrived at a
consensus over veteran politi-
cian’s name for the gubernato-
rial post. The development
came days after the incumbent
BS Koshyari expressed his
desire to leave Raj Bhavan.

In December, the BJP
included Capt Amarinder in its
National Executive.

The eighty-year-old has
already handed over the
responsibility of his home con-
stituency, Patiala, to his daugh-
ter Jai Inder Kaur.

Punjab BJP president
Ashwani Sharma, when asked
about the development, said
that he has no idea about the
same as yet. 

Continued on Page 9
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

is way ahead of his counter-
parts from other states in pop-
ularity and is considered the
best chief minister in the coun-
try, a latest study has revealed. 

According to the Mood of
the Nation survey, 39.1 per cent
respondents consider Yogi
Adityanath as the best per-
forming chief minister in the
country while with 16 per cent
and 7.3 per cent votes respec-
tively, the Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, are the remote sec-
ond and third choices of peo-
ple in terms of performance.

The survey was conducted
in 30 states.

A private news channel
and C Voters have conducted 

Continued on Page 9
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I ,  Harsh Kumar Singh
Chauhan, R/o HIG - 2/21,
Ruchi Khand - 1, Sharda Nagar
Lucknow have changed my
minor daughter's name from
Onima Chauhan to Anahita
Singh Chauhan for religious
purpose.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Harnoor Kaur Grover to
Harnoor Kaur. Harnoor Kaur
D/o Vicky Grover R/o 120/247
Lajpat Nagar Kanpur.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Ambrish Srivastava to Ambrish
Kumar Srivastava. Ambrish
Kumar Srivastava S/o Brij Raj
Narayan Srivastava R/o
G-1 T 1/178 Armapur Estate,
Kanpur.

NOTICE

I want to change the name of
my son Agastya as mentioned
in documents to Agastya
Agrawal. In future, he shall be
identified and recognised by
this name. Dr. Chandan
Agrawal (Father), 3A/147A,
Azad Nagar, Kanpur-208002.

NOTICE
I have changed my name from
Nidhi Manchanda to after mar-
riage Nidhi Singh for all future
purpose, Nidhi Singh W/o Avijit
Singh R/o 402-B Block Panki
Kanpur Nagar.

NOTICE
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I Vadhiya Jashuben Jagdish my date
of birth is 17.05.1991 Spouse of ser-
vice  no.-  14849293-X Rank NK Name
Vadhiya Jagdish Hamir presently resid-
ing at 681(i) TPT PL ASC Cant,
Lucknow. Permanent resident of
Village Bavlavadar, Post-Mall, Tehsil-
Kutiyana District- Porbandar, Gujarat
have changed my name from Jashu
ben to Vadhiya Jashuben Jagdish wide
affidavit dated 24-01-2023 before the
notary public at Lucknow Civil Court.

NOTICE

I Vadhiya Puniben my Date of Birth is
20-03-1967, mother of service no.-
14849293-X Rank NK Name Vadhiya
Jagdish Hamir presently residing at
681(i) TPT PL ASC Cant, Lucknow.
Permanent resident of Vil lage
Bavlavadar, Post-Mall, Tehsil-Kutiyana
District- Porbandar, Gujarat have
changed my name from Puni ben to
Vadhiya Puniben  wide affidavit dated
24-01-2023 before the notary public at
Lucknow Civil Court.

NOTICE

I Vadhiya Jagdish Hamir  my service
no.-  14849293-X Rank NK & I am the
father of master Vadhiya Jasmin
Jagdish, his date of birth is 14-07-2014
presently residing at 681(i) TPT PL
ASC Cant, Lucknow. Permanent res-
ident of Village Bavlavadar, Post-
Mall, Tehsil-Kutiyana District-
Porbandar, Gujarat have changed my
son's name from Jasmin to Vadhiya
Jasmin Jagdish wide affidavit dated 24-
01-2023 before the notary public at
Lucknow Civil Court.

NOTICE
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The 74th Republic Day

was celebrated at RDSO with
enthusiasm on Thursday.
Director-General (RDSO)
Sanjiv Bhutani unfurled the
national flag and took salute
from the RPF contingent. All
senior officers of RDSO,
employees, their family mem-
bers and other special guests
were present on the occasion. 

Republic Day was also cel-
ebrated with patriotic fervour
at City International School
(Balaganj. Children took part
in various programmes on the
occasion and were adminis-
tered oath to abide by their
constitutional and fundamen-
tal duties. School’s director
Shahab Haider unfurled the
national flag and urged chil-
dren to become ideal citizens.
The children danced to the
tunes of patriotic songs and
also recited poems.

Republic Day was cele-
brated with patriotic fervour at
Universal City Convent School
in Sarojini Nagar on Thursday.
The programme was inaugu-
rated by school’s director
Umakant Chaudhary who
unfurled the tricolour along
with teachers. Chaudhary said
Republic Day gives us the mes-
sage of love for the country and
patriotism.

Republic Day was also cel-
ebrated in the premises of the
Lucknow transit campus of
NIPER, Rae Bareli on
Thursday. The event com-

menced with the unfurling of
the national flag by director
Prof Shubhini A Saraf, who
lauded the uniqueness of the
Constitution and the valuable
contribution of freedom fight-
ers. She called upon everyone
to ensure no gender biases in
thought, word or action.

The Lucknow Public
Collegiate also celebrated
Republic Day with patriotic fer-
vour. The celebrations began
with a welcome address by col-
lege captain. Joint
director/principal Jawaid Alam
Khan unfurled the national
flag. An ‘Inter-House Speech
Choir Competition’ was organ-
ised on the occasion in which
the students presented melodi-
ous poems. Several other pro-
grammes were organised on
the occasion.

National flag was unfurled
at Punjab National Bank,
Etawah Circle Office, on the
occasion of Republic Day.
Circle head Syed Athar Hussain
Kazmi unfurled the tricolour
and highlighted the impor-
tance of Republic Day and

Constitution. He also discussed
the need and importance of
nationalised banks in develop-
ment of the society and the
country.
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City Montessori School

won the first prize for its
unique tableau at the Republic
Day Parade this year. It was
based on ‘Sarv Dharma
Sambhav’ with the tit le
“Ishwar Allah Wahe Guru,
Chaahe Kaho Shri Ram, Sabka
Maalik Ek Hai, Alag Alag
Hain Naam.” The tableau
spread the message of love,
unity, respect and harmony for
all the religions and high-
lighted the spirit of unity in
diversity and ‘Vasudhaiv
Kutumbkam’. CMS founder
Jagdish Gandhi congratulated
all the students, teachers and
workers for their combined
efforts.
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To keep the students of

City Montessori School,
Rajajipuram Campus I, stress-
free and confident during their
examinations, the school
arranged for the live telecast of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’.
Thousands of students were
present on the occasion. The
chief guest was BJP UP presi-
dent Bhupendra Singh
Chaudhary who encouraged
the students. MLC Mukesh
Sharma was the guest of hon-
our. Chaudhary asked the stu-
dents to listen to the prime
minister carefully and follow
his suggestions.

Lucknow (PNS): On the occasion of Basant
Panchami, social organisation Bondhu Mahal
felicitated 11 teachers of state-run primary
schools for excelling at the ground level in
expanding the light of knowledge among students
in villages. Information Commissioner Narendra
Srivastava and Additional Commissioner
(Industries) Atal Rai were the chief guests
while Maithlisharan ward corporator Dilip
Srivastava was also present on the occasion.

“Convent and private schools always remain
in the limelight because of their approach and
access to the media whereas efforts of govern-
ment teachers, who are the foot soldiers of pri-
mary education, go unrecognised,” Srivastava
said. Atal Rai, in his speech, said it is commend-
able that this social organisation is honouring
the unsung heroes of the Education department.

Convenor Sudhir Sehgal said that the selec-

tion of teachers was carried out in a transpar-
ent manner after evaluating their work. “Bondhu
Mahal helps students every year and even spon-
sors their education. It also honours teachers for
their work,” he said. The teachers who were felic-
itated included Archana Mishra, Upma, Renu
Singh, Ruhi Siddiqui, Renuka Yadav, Jaidevi,
Rajshri Mahajan, Chandrakanta , Amita Sachan,
Kiran, and Archana Mishra-II.
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Ateam of STF claimed to
have nabbed a solver and

an examinee of Central
Teacher Eligibility Test (CTET)
from an exam centre in
Lucknow on Thursday. Those
arrested were identified as
Shubham Yadav (examinee)
of Jaunpur and Manish Kumar
Kharwar (solver) of Bhahuwa
in Kaimur district, Bihar.
Kharwar was allegedly taking
the exam on behalf of
Shubham Yadav.

The STF team recovered

three counterfeit Aadhaar
cards, one PAN card, two
admit cards, two mobile
phones and Rs 650 in cash.
The accused were arrested
from Sultan Foundation, an
exam centre, in Banthra.

As per reports, the STF
was working on gangs involved
in rigging exams conducted for
recruitment in different gov-
ernment departments.

On January 25, the STF
team was informed that a
solver would appear for CTET
at the Sultan Foundation in
Banthra on January 25. The

team laid a trap there and
arrested Kharwar and Yadav.

Manish reportedly dis-
closed that he was preparing
for civil services while staying
in Kankarbagh (Patna) in 2016
and was looking for a part-
time job. In the meantime, he
met Rajeev and Surendra who
offered them money to take an
exam for another candidate. 

Rajeev and Surendra were
said to have been running a
gang of solvers who would
forge and tamper with the
admit cards of candidates to go
about their business.

Manish was offered Rs
15,000 for working as a solver
and he lapped up the offer in
2019. He further confessed
that he had earlier appeared as
a solver for CTET (2022) in
Ranchi, Lucknow and Kanpur.
He said he had come to
Lucknow by Patna-Kota train
to appear for the exam on
behalf of Shubham Yadav. He
added that Rajeev and
Surendra had given him a
travel ticket (to and fro), an
Aadhaar card in the name of
Shubham Yadav and Rs 10,000
in cash.
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With the recovery of a
42-year-old woman’s

body on Thursday from under
the debris of the five-storey
Alaya residential apartment,
which came crashing down on
Tuesday evening, the death
toll reached three. She was
identified as Shabana, who
resided in floor number 2. She
worked as a school teacher in
Unnao. Commissioner of
Police, Lucknow, SB Shiradkar
said with the recovery of
Shabana’s body, all the victims
trapped under the rubble of
the ill-fated building had been
traced.

Of all the 17 victims, 14
were rescued with minor
injuries while three of them
died. “Our team is still work-
ing in tandem with other civil
administration agencies to
clear the rubble. An ACP-rank
officer has been deployed to
ensure that belongings of the
residents are handed over to
them. A box has been made
for each family and all the
valuables, and cash are being
deposited in them separately.
As and when the families
claim their belongings, they
will be handed over the same,”
he said.

Meanwhile,  a police
spokesman said that another

accused, Mohammed Tariq,
named in the FIR was arrest-
ed from Hazratganj on Friday.
The police said Tariq is the
cousin of SP MLA Shahid
Manzoor. She added that
Tariq’s was the second arrest
after Nawazish Shahid.

Tariq has been booked
under sections 323 (voluntar-
ily causing hurt), 308 (attempt
to culpable homicide), 420
(fraud), 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) of the IPC and
Section 7 of the Criminal
Law Amendment Act.

The FIR was registered at
the Hazratganj police station
on Wednesday against Alaya
apartment builder Nawazish
Shahid, who is the son of SP
MLA Shahid Manzoor, his
cousin Mohammed Tariq and
Fahad Yazdani.

“Prima facie, the three
accused were the partners in
construction of the apart-
ment. A manhunt is on for the
third accused,” the deputy
commissioner of police said. 

The other two who died
included Uzma Haider (35)

and Begum Haider (75).
Uzma was the wife while
Begum Haider was the moth-
er of Samajwadi Party
spokesperson Abbas Haider.
The two women remained
trapped under the debris for
over 15 hours before being
rescued alive. However, they
died during treatment at the
Civil Hospital. The SP leader’s
6-year-old son Mustafa and
father Amir Haider (87) — a
senior Congress leader —
were among the 14 who were
rescued on the fateful day.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Friday urged

people to run a campaign to
restore desecrated religious
places on the lines of Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya, saying that
Sanatan Dharma was the
national religion of India which
every citizen must respect.

Participating in a restora-
tion and restoration and conse-
cration of idol ceremony at
Neelkanth Mahadev temple
located in Bhinmal, Jalore,
Rajasthan, Yogi said: "We all
must rise above our personal
selfishness and join this nation-
al religion so that our country
is safe, our values are restored
and cows are protected."

"This enthusiasm of all of
you towards religion gives us a
new inspiration to discharge
our tasks by following the path

of religion with full strength," he
added.  During the programme,
Chief Minister Yogi along with
Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat also
planted Rudraksh tree.

Chief Minister Yogi further
remarked: "If our religious
places have been desecrated
during any period, then a cam-
paign for their restoration must
be launched on the lines of
Ayodhya where the construc-
tion of a grand temple of Lord
Ram is going on after 500 years
with the efforts of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. "All
of you devotees contributed to
the construction of this grand
national temple of Lord Ram,
representing national senti-
ment," he said.

He said that this 1,400
years old holy place of Lord
Neelkanth established by
Nagabhatta overwhelms every-

one. "I just had the privilege of
garlanding the statue of the
great poet Nagabhatta. I am
happy that the resolution taken
by Rao Mukt Singh for the last
15 years has been fulfilled
today in the form of a grand
temple. In this grand temple,
devotees from all over the
country, including the resi-
dents of Rajasthan, will have
the privilege of visiting this holy
shivalaya of Lord Neelkanth.
Next year, the grand temple of
Lord Ram will be ready. Prior
to that, I have had the privilege
of renovating this grand tem-
ple of Rajasthan. Now it is the
responsibility of all of you to
maintain the grandeur of this
temple," Chief Minister Yogi
said.

Yogi said that the country
celebrated the 74th Republic
Day of the country on
Thursday. "Today, the country

is moving forward. In the
Amrit Mahotsav year of
Independence, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had made the
entire countrymen take a
pledge to have respect for their
heritage and to preserve it.
Restoration of Lord Neelkanth
temple again after 1,400 years
on a grand note is an example
of respect for and protection of
heritage," he said.

Chief Minister Yogi said
that the land of Rajasthan was
the focal point of coordination
of religion, karma, devotion
and power. “If you want to
understand the real secrets of
religion, then it is necessary to
come to Rajasthan. Rajasthan
created a new identity in the
country and the world for the
bravery of its people, and as a
centre of devotion as yogis,
saints and sages preferred it for
their meditation,” he added.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that taking

inspiration from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's resolve to
encourage athletes and pro-
mote sports in the country,
Uttar Pradesh had made signif-
icant efforts to foster sports cul-
ture. “UP is the only state which
honoured all the athletes who
won medals and made the
country proud,” he said.

Addressing the sports tal-
ents felicitation ceremony at Raj
Bhavan in Lucknow on the
occasion of 74th Republic Day
in the presence of Governor
Anandiben Patel, Yogi
Adityanath said, "The state drew
inspiration from the prime min-
ister's encouragement and sup-
port to the sports fraternity and
adopted a similar approach.
Our government is leaving no
stone unturned to provide all
necessary assets to the
sportspersons to promote sports
activities for them to shine
nationally and internationally."

The chief minister said that
the process of reserving land for
sports grounds through conver-
sion in every village, construc-
tion of open gyms, mini stadi-
ums at the block level, and sta-

diums at the district level was
going on at a war footing.

He added: “The govern-
ment is working dedicatedly to
provide government jobs to the
talented sportspersons of the
state. Two players (Lalit
Upadhyay and Vijay Yadav)
were given appointment letters
as gazetted officers. Soon, many
other players will also be bene-
fitted.” Yogi also said that the
construction of the state's first
sports university in the name of
Major Dhyanchand was under-
way in Meerut.

The chief minister said that
his government was giving
encouragement to players
through provision of Rs 6 crore
for winning gold in a single
game in the Olympics, Rs 4
crore for silver medal and Rs 2
crore for winning bronze medal.
"In team games, Rs 3 crore is
given for winning a gold medal,
Rs 2 crore for silver medal and
Rs 1 crore are given to the play-
ers who win bronze medal," he
said. 

Similarly, the government
gives a monetary reward of Rs
3 crore for gold, Rs 1.5 crore for
silver and Rs 75 lakh for win-
ning bronze in the Asian
Games and Rs 1.5 crore for
winning a gold medal, Rs 75

lakh for silver and Rs 50 lakh
for bronze in the
Commonwealth Games and
World Cup championships. In
addition, Rs 10-10 lakhs are
given to the players participat-
ing in the Olympics and Rs 5-
5 lakhs in the Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games cate-
gories. Out of the 14 state
players, four each won silver
and bronze medals in the
Commonwealth Games held in
Birmingham (England) while
in the 36th National Games
held in Gujarat, UP players
brought laurels by winning 20
gold, 18 silver and 18 bronze
medals in 18 sports events.

On the occasion, Governor
Anandiben Patel said: "It is a
pleasure to honour the
sportspersons on the auspi-
cious day of Basant Panchami.
Defeats should not disappoint
sportspersons and victories
should not overwhelm you. For
attaining success in any field, the
most important thing is to
remain disciplined."

The governor said that
when the prime minister had
come to lay the foundation
stone of the sports university in
Meerut, he had discussed with
the players that they should
teach the primary-secondary

schoolchildren from where they
come from.

"Your talent should reach
the people around you. You will
benefit more than they will
benefit. One player should pre-
pare 10 players", she said.

On this occasion, Minister
of State for Sports and Youth
Welfare (Independent Charge)
Girish Chand Yadav, Chief
Secretary Durga Shankar
Mishra, Additional Chief
Secretary (Sports) Navneet
Sehgal, were present.
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� Divya Kakran of
Muzaffarnagar  (bronze
/wrestling): Rs 50 lakh.
��Sarita Romit Singh (partic-
ipant/athletics): Rs 5 lakh
Poonam Yadav
(Participant/weightlifting): Rs
5 Lakh
�� Poornima Pandey
(Participant/weightlifting): Rs
5 lakh
�� Rohit Yadav
(participant/athletics): Rs 5
lakh
��Vishwanath Yadav (partic-
ipant/triathlon): Rs 5 lakh

The medal winners of the
36th National Games held in
Gujarat were also honoured.
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Afour-year-old girl was
killed and two others were

injured as six houses collapsed
in Agra due to excavation work
in a nearby inn, police said on
Thursday. The incident comes
two days after a multi-storey
building collapsed killing three
and injuring over a dozen peo-
ple in Lucknow.

"A four-year-old girl has
been killed," Additional District
Magistrate Anjani Kumar
Singh said on the phone. Uttar
Pradesh Director General of
Police (DGP) DS Chauhan
said that rescue and relief work
was going on at full speed in

the Dhulia Ganj area where six
houses collapsed during the
excavation work. “Our officials
are present on the spot,” the
DGP said. The injured were
admitted to a hospital, he said.

Taking cognisance of the
accident, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath directed the district
magistrate and senior police
officers to go to the spot and
conduct the relief works, an
official statement said earlier.

“The six houses collapsed
outside the city station located
at Dhuliaganj under
Hariparwat police station
where the excavation work of
an inn (dharamshala) was
going on. Three people of a

family were buried, and all have
been rescued and taken to the
hospital,” ADM Singh said 
earlier.

Meanwhile, three people
from Gujarat were killed and as
many were injured when their
car was hit by a vehicle on
Lucknow-Kanpur Highway in
the Unnao district, police said
on Friday. The incident
occurred at around 5 am on
Friday morning near Kanodia
petrol pump in Achalganj
police station area, they said,
adding that all the deceased
were members of the same
family with one being the
father, other two his son and
grandson. 
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on Friday, said

that as many as 60 lakh new
students had been admitted to
the Basic Education Council
(BEC) schools in the last six
years, praising 'Operation
Kayakalp' for the betterment of
the council schools.

Interacting with school-
children during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's popular
annual dialogue programme
‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’, the chief
minister said that before 2017,
children were forced to come to
schools barefoot while today
they were coming to school in
proper uniforms, carrying
schoolbags containing all nec-
essary items.

With public participation
and inter-departmental coordi-
nation, infrastructure facilities
have increased in the Basic
Education Council schools
while the curriculum has also
improved leading to significant
increase in the number of stu-
dents getting enrolled, Chief
Minister Yogi pointed out.

The chief minister said
that innovative efforts like
'Skilled India Mission' would
give momentum to the cam-
paign to bring about further
change in the educational sce-
nario of the state. It is worth
mentioning here that elaborate
arrangements have been made
to connect schoolchildren in all
the districts of the state with the
programme of the prime min-
ister.

The chief minister was
present along with the children
in the programme organised at

Captain Manoj Kumar Pandey
UP Sainik School, Lucknow.

The chief minister said
that Captain Manoj Pandey UP
Sainik School was the first
Sainik School in the country
after which a chain of such
schools were opened in the
country, and added that Uttar
Pradesh would have five new
Sainik Schools by next year.

Addressing the school
management and parents of
children going to take the Class
10 and Class 12 examination,
the chief minister said that chil-
dren should not be unduly
pressurised to score better
marks as it could have a dam-
aging impact on them. "They
should be encouraged for a
healthy competition, but they
should not be pressured for
marks. Often, due to the stress
arising out of the pressure, the
children are unable to perform
normally during the examina-
tion", the chief minister
remarked.

On the special occasion,
the chief minister also hon-
oured the meritorious students
who secured excellent positions
at state and national levels in
the high school and intermedi-
ate board examinations in
2021-22. A total of 1,698 mer-
itorious students, including
825 boys and 873 girls, from
various secondary boards were
rewarded with Rs 1 lakh,
tablets, citations and copies of
the book 'Exam Warriors'
authored by Prime Minister
Modi.

Appreciating the talents of
the meritorious students, the
chief minister said that the
recent results of various exam-
inations had shown the creativ-
ity of the girls.  The state gov-
ernment was paying special
attention to the education of
the girl child, the chief minis-
ter said, pointing out that the
government had made provi-
sions for making education
free of cost for them till grad-

uation so that they become self-
dependent. Chief Minister Yogi
mentioned in this context the
encouragement given to the
girls under the Mukhyamantri
Kanya Sumangala Yojana.

An exhibition of various
models related to science was
also organised by the students
of basic and secondary educa-
tion at the venue. The chief
minister visited the exhibition
and took information from
the students about their mod-
els.

Meanwhile, Vidya
Samiksha Kendra was inaugu-
rated by the chief minister, as
an addition to the series of ini-
tiatives in the field of system-
atic education at the Mid Day
Meal Authority office. It is a 60-
seater call centre with 18
screens, through which the
dashboard is displayed using
artificial intelligence. Under
this Mid Day Meal Module,
rejuvenation module, inspira-
tion quality module, inspection

module, skilled assessment test
module, Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalaya module and
activity module are operated.
Quarterly skill assessment test
will be conducted for all the
students through Saral app
while the report cards will be
sent to all the students and par-
ents after analysing the data
obtained from the skillful
assessment test. 

The data obtained from the
sample and spot assessment
will be studied by the DIET
(District Institute for Education
and Training) trainee and men-
tor on the Nipun Lakshya app.
The data of student chatbot and
teacher chatbot will also be
analysed in Vidya Samiksha
Kendra.

Prominent among the 149
meritorious students at the
state level who were honoured
by the chief minister included
Prince Patel from Secondary
Education Council High
School, Divya from

Intermediate, Vinod Kumar
from pre-Madhyamik
Examination of Secondary
Sanskrit Education Council,
Preeti Chauhan from
Madhyama, Preeti Chauhan
from Council for the Indian
School Certificate
Examinations, Anika Gupta
for high school examination of
New Delhi and Ananya
Agarwal from intermediate.

A total of eight meritorious
students, including Yuvakshi
Vij, Diya Namdev from inter-
mediate, were invited on stage
and given one lakh rupees, a

tablet, medal, cap and citation
and their mother and father
were honored with shawl and
turban. Furthermore, 57 stu-
dents who got the first ten posi-
tions in the Secondary
Education Council, Prayagraj
in high school and intermedi-
ate examinations, 24 top 10
scorers in Madhyamik Sanskrit
Shiksha Parishad, Lucknow,
and 33 top 10 scorers in the
Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations, New
Delhi, Central Board of
Secondary Education, New
Delhi, were awarded Rs 1 lakh,

tablets, medals, caps and cita-
tions while their parents were
honored with shawls and tur-
bans. 

Apart from this, in the
presence of minister in-
charge/people's representa-
tive/district magistrate at the
district level, a total of 1,549
meritorious students who
obtained 10 highest marks in
the high school and intermedi-
ate examinations of the Council
of Secondary Education,
Prayagraj, received an amount
of Rs 21,000, tablet, medal, cap
and a certificate.
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Maintaining the success streak
in attracting investment to

the state, Team Yogi in its eighth
and last roadshow organised in
Chandigarh on Friday attained
investment proposals worth Rs
9,000 crore.

Team Yogi reached
Chandigarh under the leadership
of Industrial Development
Minister Nand Gopal Gupta
'Nandi', Minister of State for
Agriculture Baldev Singh Aulakh
and Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Home
Guard Dharamveer Prajapati.
During their visit, Team Yogi held

business to government (B2G)
meetings at Hotel Taj, as a result
of which investors made numer-
ous investment proposals. About
26 memorandums of understand-
ing (MoUs) in various sectors were
signed in the roadshow. 

With this investment coming
on the ground, more than 20,000
employment opportunities will
be created in the state.

The ministers involved in the
roadshow informed attendees
about the vision of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath regarding Uttar
Pradesh. Industrial Development
Minister Nand Gopal Gupta
'Nandi' said that Uttar Pradesh was
the largest consumer state in India

and there was availability of a large
number of young and skilled
labour force in the state. "Under
the leadership of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, the state has
emerged as the 'New Uttar
Pradesh of New India'," he said.

Talking about the improved
connectivity in the state, Minister
of State for Agriculture Baldev
Singh Aulakh said that connectiv-
ity had improved due to the devel-
opment of expressways and air-
ports.

While talking about the
strengthened law and order,
Minister Dharamveer Prajapati
said that today there was law and
order in Uttar Pradesh. "The

development of infrastructure and
availability of 24-hour power has
created a good climate for invest-
ment," he said.

Team Yogi held B2G meetings
with the investors before and after
the roadshow.  During this, the
team was divided into two groups.
Both the groups held separate
meetings with the investors.
Investors were informed of the
new industrial policy of Uttar
Pradesh and the land bank present
in the state. Not only this, the
investors were assured of full
cooperation from the Uttar
Pradesh government and that
their investment would be safe and
protected.

After the addresses of minis-
ters and officials in the roadshow,
people representing the business
world expressed their views. In
this open session, on the one hand
those present asked questions,
and on the other, they shared their
own experiences.  Prakash Kaur
Ahluwalia, the first woman man-
ager of UCO Bank, said that she
had an old connection with Uttar
Pradesh. Not only this, she shared
her experience regarding present
Uttar Pradesh and the state that
was 40 years back. She highlight-
ed the many major changes that
had taken place in Uttar Pradesh,
stating that UP now has rule of
law.
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Taken aback by the conferring of
Padma Vibhushan, India's second

highest civilian honour, posthumous-
ly on its founder Mulayam Singh
Yadav, Samajwadi Party termed it as a
"shrewd" move to reach out to the
Yadav community, considered the core
vote bank of the main opposition
party in Uttar Pradesh.

Soon after the announcement of
Padma Vibhushan award for late
Mulayam Singh Yadav, senior SP lead-
ers repeated an old demand that
'Netaji' (Mulayam), who died on
October 10, 2022, should have been
conferred the Bharat Ratna, the coun-
try's highest civilian honour, instead.

The SP also maintained that Padma
Vibhushan award for Mulayam Singh
Yadav was a ploy to "silence Bharat
Ratna demand".

While the announcement of
Padma Vibhushan for late Mulayam
Singh Yadav has set the political
rumour mills buzzing about the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party's outreach to the
Yadav community, SP leaders accept-
ed in private that the move was "shrewd
politics" to "silence all voices of
demands for Bharat Ratna" for 'Netaji'
who was the "face of anti-communal"
politics in Uttar Pradesh, a sharp con-
trast to the BJP whose resurgence in the
state was marked with the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement and the Rath
Yatra in 1990.

Hours after the announcement
was made, Mainpuri MP and SP
national president Akhilesh Yadav's
wife Dimple Yadav, and his uncle
Shivpal Singh Yadav repeated the
demand for Bharat Ratna for 'Netaji'.
Dimple and Akhilesh were in Saifai for
Republic Day celebrations and flag
hoisting ceremony.

"'Netaji' will be conferred the
Padma Vibhushan (by the government)
but I think he should have got Bharat
Ratna. And this honour should have
come much earlier. It is our demand
that Netaji be conferred the Bharat
Ratna," Dimple said on Thursday.
Shivpal Yadav said "Netaji had always
raised the voice of farmers and the poor
which is why the demand of all work-
ers and supporters should be ful-
filled".

Samajwadi Party leaders admitted
that the announcement was "not
expected". They, however, said that the
move did not come as a surprise as
demand for Bharat Ratna for Netaji was
raised even before his death and sev-
eral party leaders had vociferously
raised the demand after his death.

After Mulayam's death, several SP
leaders had raised this demand.  SP
leader IP Singh had written a letter to
the President of India after the death
of Mulayam Singh Yadav, demanding
the country's highest honour for
'Netaji'. He had also written to Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath that the
Agra-Lucknow Expressway be named
"Dhartiputra Mulayam Singh Yadav
Expressway". Sambhal MLA Iqbal
Mehmood had made a similar demand
too. SP spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary said that "the BJP has an
agenda" and that "there was no talk of
any such honour" for 'Netaji'.

However, insiders said that the
move had not come as a surprise.

"This is a shrewd move by the BJP.
They want to ensure that the voices for
Bharat Ratna for 'Netaji' were silenced
and also continue their outreach to the
Yadavs who are the core voters of the
SP," a former SP MLA from the Yadav
community said.

The SP leaders pointed out how the
senior leadership of the BJP, including
the chief minister and both the deputy
chief ministers, had reached Saifai to
pay homage to 'Netaji' after his death
while Union Home Minister Amit Shah
had reached Medanta hospital where
Yadav remained admitted for days
before his death.

From UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to Union Jal Shakti Minister
Swatantra Dev Singh, and BJP state
president Bhupendra Singh Chaudhary,
several party leaders, including Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla, had visited
Saifai then. "It was all politics… There
was no emotion but only politics," a
senior SP leader said.

According to the data from the
national election study conducted by
the Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies (CSDS), while 53 per cent of
the Yadavs had voted for the SP in 2014,
the BJP had bagged as many as 27 per
cent votes - the second highest -- from
the community.
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In a sensational killing in
Bulandshahr, some

unknown miscreants barged
into the house of a block devel-
opment committee (BDC)
member late Thursday night
and killed her.

The victim was alone at
home at the time of the inci-
dent. Her body was found
lying in a pool of blood in the
house on Friday morning. The
assailants killed her by hitting
her on the head with some
heavy object.

As soon as the incident was
reported, the police and foren-
sic team reached the spot and
started investigating the case.

According to information,
the son of the deceased BDC
member Ramvati Devi is post-
ed in the UP Police as a sub-
inspector. The husband of the
deceased woman had gone to
a wedding ceremony when the
incident took place. When the
husband returned home late at
night, the door was locked.
Even after making a lot of
noise, the wife did not open the
door. Then somehow he
entered the house and saw his
wife was lying in a pool of
blood. He immediately
informed the police about it.

As soon as the information
was received, top police officers
including Senior
Superintendent of Police Shlok

Kumar, Superintendent of
Police (City) Surendra Nath
Tiwari reached the spot and
questioned some people. After
taking the statement from the
husband of the deceased, the
body was sent for post-
mortem.

The son of the deceased
woman is a sub-inspector and
is posted in Etawah. The police
are probing the motive behind
the murder and who the killers
are.

SSP Shlok Kumar said that
the killing took place in Raina
village located in Agauta area
of Bulandshahr. He said the
assailant would be arrested
soon. All the CCTV footage of
the area is being scanned.
Forensic team has collected
samples from the spot.

Meanwhile, a 20-year-old
son of a local journalist in
Pratapgarh district was blud-
geoned to death with an iron
rod by unidentified men, police
said.

Vishal Pandey is the son of
journalist Umesh Pandey who
works with a Hindi newspaper.
The victim, a resident of Ror
village, was allegedly hit by a
car and then beaten to death
with an iron rod under "suspi-
cious circumstances" in Atarsui
Badli ka Purwa village, about
50 km from the district head-
quarters, on Wednesday night.

Police suspect old animos-
ity between the accused and

the victim's father as the motive
behind the gruesome murder.
A senior police official said that
the victim's family filed a com-
plaint and a case had been reg-
istered against seven people,
including former village head,
Rang Bahadur.

He said that SP Satpal
Antil had suspended police sta-
tion in-charge Avan Dixit for
laxity in duty. The victim's
body was sent for post-mortem
and further investigation is
going on.

Meanwhile, a teenager was
attacked with a knife for
allegedly objecting to a man
spitting on her in Khurja
region of Bulandshahr. The
incident occurred when the girl
was on her way to college, the
police said on Friday.

A senior police officer said:
"The girl, Sakshi, who was
heading to polytechnic, com-
plained that the 25-year-old
accused, Sonu, spit on her and
after she objected to it, he
stabbed her with a knife on her
face.

"We have arrested the
accused and registered a case
against him under Section 307
(attempt to murder) of the
Indian Penal Code," the police
officer said.

Khurja Circle Officer Dilip
Singh said the girl was rushed
to a nearby hospital, where she
underwent treatment and was
later discharged.
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The live telecast of the sixth
edition of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's popular pro-
gramme 'Pariksha Pe Charcha'
organised before the examina-
tions was seen in the presence
of public representatives by
students, teachers, parents in
various schools in all the six
Vidhan Sabha constituencies
of Lucknow in which students
were encouraged to remain
stress-free during the examina-
tion. Bharatiya Janata Party
state president Bhupendra
Singh Chaudhry participated
in the programme along with
students, teachers and parents
at City Montessori School's
Rajajipuram branch. Lucknow
City BJP president Mukesh
Sharma was mainly present.

Deputy Chief Minister
Brajesh Pathak attended the
function at New Montessori
School in Cantonment assem-
bly constituency, BJP state
general secretary (organisa-
tion) Dharampal Singh at
Christ Church College in
Central assembly constituen-
cy, BJP state vice- president
and MLA Noida Pankaj Singh,
state general secretary Govind
Narayan Shukla and Excise
Minister Nitin Agarwal, at
City Montessori School's main
branch, MLA Neeraj Bora at
Bright Land College and MLC
Ramchandra Pradhan at St
Mary's Convent Day Inter
College in Sarojini Nagar
assembly constituency.

BJP state president
Bhupendra Singh asked chil-
dren not to get panicky before

examination because schools
and teachers had expectations
from them. 

"Do not take any kind of
stress because exams cannot
evaluate your talent. Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam always wanted to
become a pilot but could not
score properly in the interview
and failed in that test. But you
know what extraordinary tal-
ent he was," he said.

"Do not allow one exam to
test your talent. Believe in
yourself," he added.

Party media in-charge
Praveen Garg said that in var-
ious programmes, programme
coordinators including Trilok
Singh Adhikari, Pushkar
Shukla, Ramavatar Kannaujia,
Anjani Srivastava, Hemant
Dayal and Ishan Sharma were
also present.
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On the occasion of 74th
Republic Day Kanpur

Nagar District Magistrate
Visakh G Iyer,  unfurled the
national flag at the Collectorate.
He paid floral tributes at the
bust of Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi. He felicitat-
ed the kin of freedom fighters
and extended his wishes to the
gathering. 

He said it is the duty of the
current generation to uphold
the values and  work with
dedication and patriotism for
the growth and progress of the
country. He appealed to the
youth to emulate the great
leaders who had sacrificed
their lives so that India could
be a free independent nation
and from that the time the
nation has never looked back
and made rapid progress in
every direction. Atul Kumar,
Rajesh Kumar, Satendra Kumar
and several others were present

on the occasion .
R-DAY AT KDA:  Vice-
Chairman of Kanpur
Development Authority (KDA)
Mr Arvind Singh while unfurl-
ing the tricolour at the KDA
building on R-Day reminded
the people of  the Constitution.
He said Indian Constitution
was in fact a modern
Constitution and philosophy
that taught people which direc-
tion to move. He said it also
motivates people to maintain
esteem of an individual and
unity and also promotes amity
and brotherhood. 

He said KDA was march-
ing ahead on these principles
and its staff and officials are
working with full coordination
and transparency. For this each
person of KDA deserved praise,
he added. 

Later a cultural programme
was held where  large number
of officials like Asutosh
Srivastava, Dr Gundakesh
Sharma, secretary, Shatrohan

Vaishya and others participat-
ed.
TRICOLOUR UNFURLED
AT CSAUA&T: Registrar of
Chandra Shekhar Azad
University of Agriculture and
Technology (CSAUA&T)  Dr
PK Upadhyaya, on the occasion
of 74th Republic Day  unfurled
the tricolour. Later addressing
the staff and students, Dr
Upadhyaya said the varsity
pays tributes to each and every
person who had shed their
blood and laid down their lives
for the nation. He said it was
due to  their sacrifices that
today India was independent
and one of the fastest growing
economies of the world. He
appealed to the faculty to
emphasise more on research
work. 

He said today the varsity
was one of the finest farm uni-
versities of the country which
had contributed by producing
the finest crop varieties. He the
felicitated the NCC cadets.
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Sir Padampat Singhania
Education Centre (SPSEC)

celebrated the 74th Republic
Day on its premises. The event
commenced with the unfurl-
ing of the tricolour by princi-
pal Bhawna Gupta and was
followed by the national
anthem.

Addressing the teachers
and students the principal
highlighted the significance of
the day and talked about India
as a developing economy. She
stressed on the need to incul-
cate good values to be good
citizens of the nation. Her
motivational speech empha-
sised on relevance of core val-
ues and inspired students to
respect and abide by the
Constitution of the mother-
land. She also urged the gath-
ering to join hands in solidar-
ity to build a cleaner, brighter,
healthier and prosperous
India. 

The melodious rendition
of the patriotic song by the
school choir reminded one

and all about the great leaders
of the past. The school captain
delivered a motivational
speech. The poem ‘Vande
Mataram’ was recited which
filled the ambience with patri-
otic fervour. A dance perfor-
mance added to the flavour
and spirit of freedom. The stu-
dents took pride in glorifying
and celebrating the national

event.  To mark the signifi-
cance of the pious festival of
Basant Panchami, young
Singhanians offered prayers
and showed their reverence
towards Goddess Saraswati in
the morning. Administrative
Manager, Surendra Yadav,
Vice-Principal, Kavita Chadha
and headmistress, Vandana
Trivedi, were present.
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The 74th Republic Day was celebrat-
ed at IFFCO Ghiyanagar Phulpur.

Executive Director (Unit Head) Sanjay
Kudesia hoisted the flag and the nation-
al anthem was sung. March past was
done by IFFCO Security Guard and PAC

band in the monitoring of Col Dinesh
Singh. PAC Band gave a beautiful per-
formance on patriotic tunes which was
led by Havaldar Manoj Singh.

Executive Director (Unit Head)
Sanjay Kudesia said in his message that
IFFCO was established in 1967 whose
main motto is the upliftment of farm-

ers. He said "IFFCO has developed the
world's first Nano Urea, for which
credit goes to Managing Director Dr
Udai Shankar Awasth. IFFCO has also
patented it, which means we can also
transfer the technology. Phulpur unit
has started production of Nano Urea
from December 23, 2022 and is pro-
ducing about 30,000 (500ml bottles)
Nano Urea per day and till date the
production is 7 Lakh (500 ml bottles).

The production of Nano Urea will
save Rs 1.5 lakh crore as subsidy to the
Government of India, which can be
used by the Central Government in
other development works of the coun-
try. 

He said that IFFCO Phulpur Unit
has received the prestigious Platinum
Award for Energy Efficiency and Gold
Award for Environment Management. 

A cultural program was orga-
nized on this occasion which was pre-
sented by the children of Om Bal
Vidya Mandir and Kendriya Vidyalaya. 

The program was conducted by
Head of Department Finance and
Accounts Santosh Kumar Singh.

At the end Vinita Kudesia, presi-
dent of Mahila Chetna Club and
other  the members of Mahila Chetna
Club organized an Anand Mela in

which arrangements were made for
various dishes, which were enjoyed by
the unit head, other dignitaries and
members of the Ghiyanagar family.
During this, Senior General Manager
Giridhar Mishra, JGMs respectively
Sanjay Vaish, M.D. Mishra,
A.P.Rajendran, P.K.Singh, Sanjay
Bhandari other dignitaries were pre-
sent. 

A large number of IFFCO
Ghiyanagar family members were
present in the Republic Day function.
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Nazareth Hospital celebrated the
74th Republic Day as per schedule
scheduled at 09:00 am. The Guests
of Honour for the occasion was Mr
R ajesh Mishra,  Dy Labour
Commissioner Prayagraj ,  and
Kunwar Pankaj Chief Revenue
Officer Prayagraj. 

The programme began with a
Prayer led by Nazareth choir. Rev. Fr.
Vipin D’Souza, Administrator of
Nazareth Hospital, accorded a warm
welcome to our Hon'ble Guests of
Honour and Hospital Consultants
and Doctors, along with the entire
Nazareth Family, present.
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The IIT Kanpur’s Team
Techkriti organised a

mega blood donation camp
on 74th Republic Day in asso-
ciation with Sankalp Seva
Samiti, Raktarpan, 92.7 BIG
FM, site partner UPMRC and
coverage partner Sheel Digital
Studio. The camp was held
between 11 am and 4 pm at
three venues – IIT Kanpur
campus, Motijheel metro sta-
tion and Kanpur University
metro station. 

The blood donation mega
camp was inaugurated at
MotiJheel Metro Station by
Ar vind Singh,  Project
Director, Uttar Pradesh Metro
Rai l  Corporat ion and
Sarveshwar Shukla, Joint
Commissioner (Industries),
Government of  Uttar
Pradesh.  Prof  Abhay
Karandikar, Director, IIT
Kanpur at the camp hosted at
IIT Kanpur’s Yoga Hall.

A group of doctors from
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) and GSVM Medical
College (Ganesh Shankar
Vidyarthi Memorial Medical
College) moderated the
process from examination to
collection of blood. Over 300

people volunteered to donate
blood under the initiative.
The medical professionals’
team commended Team
Techkriti’s efforts and urged
people to donate blood at pre-
scribed intervals. They also
dispelled some common
myths related to blood dona-
tion.

Techkriti is Asia’s one of
the largest technical and
entrepreneurial festivals,
organised by IIT Kanpur stu-
dent team. It is a four-day
annual inter-collegiate festival
with participation in large
numbers from institutions
across India and abroad.
Team Techkriti has been host-
ing blood donation camps at
regular intervals on the cam-
pus and other venues in
Kanpur city.

CIRCULAR: The CBSE
schools have been issued cir-
cular on admission to play-
group to class one as per the
National Education Policy
(NEP). According to the NEP,
minimum admission age for
kids is three years for nursery,
four years for LKG and five
years for UKG.

The Board has made
mandatory that a child must
go through a three-year-foun-

dation before he or she enters
class I at the age of six. 

This  has been made
mandatory and all schools
were advised to strictly follow
the rules.

The circular has been
issued after the recent meet-
ing of CBSE held in Kanpur
under coordinator Balwinder
Singh. He said all CBSE
schools must ensure that the
age of students must be six
years for class one.

The new school structure
by NEP included the newly
added foundational stage for
the first five years of school
life i.e ages three to five years.
This subsumes the first two
years of  primar y stage.
Therefore, the foundational
stage comprises three years of
pre-primary (Nursery, KG
and Upper KG) and two years
of primary. 

This provision aims to
curb the detrimental trend of
downward extension of pri-
mary curriculum to pre-pri-
mary classes that was result-
ing in overload of teaching-
learning content causing
extreme stress and overwork
to the early learners who
were expected to master read-
ing, writing and numbers

operations at pre-primary
stage.

The NEP proposes to
implement uniformly in state-
run and privately-run schools
a child centred curriculum
that prepares children for
rigours of formal curriculum
of reading, writing, arith-
metic, and in subsequent
preparatory stage and this
was done by providing strong
foundation of a holistic,
multi-faceted discovery-based
learning experience that
developed all aspects of
learners’ personality from
cognitive to social, emotion-
al, creative, and physical. 

NEP also proposes to set
up Gender Inclusion Fund
and Special Education Zones
to ensure that no child was
left out of the school system,
especially the girl child and
children from socially mar-
ginalised and economically
disadvantaged groups. Singh
said it has come to light that
parents were admitting chil-
dren to play group at the age
of two and a half years as was
being practised earlier. 

He advised schools that
the minimum age for a stu-
dent appearing for class XII
must be 18 years. 
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Startup Incubation and
Innovation Centre, the technol-

ogy business incubator at IIT
Kanpur, announced the top three
winners of the Hack & Reboot 2.0
Hackathon supported by the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology and MeitY
Startup Hub. SIIC had organised a
two-day final pitching round for the
13 shortlisted novel technology
solutions, followed by a closing cer-
emony under the Hack & Reboot
2.0 Hackathon at IIT Kanpur’s
Outreach Centre. Based on the
final pitching round, the winners
had been announced marking a suc-
cessful conclusion to this year’s
edition.

Akinchan Kushwaha was
announced as the winner of Hack
& Reboot 2.0 for his innovation
‘Vivafeet’, while Dr Abhinav Gupta
was adjudged first runner-up for
POCCET-Lab (Point-Of-Care
Cartridge-based Emergency Testing

Lab) and Priyaranjan Tiwari was
adjudged second runner-up for
NODex devices. The winners were
decided following a thorough eval-
uation of their pitches based on the
need for the solution, innovative
components, the viability of the
business model, and technical func-
tionality. The awarded innova-
tors/startups will get funding sup-
port under TIDE 2.0 programme
supported by MeitY. SIIC will lend
technical support, customised hand-
holding, access to industry experts
and mentorship support to the
winners. The final pitching round
saw the 13 shortlisted novel tech-
nology solutions from the domain
of HealthTech and CleanTech
demonstrating their pitch to a dis-
tinguished panel comprising Dr
Sakhi John, Jamia Hamdard
University, New Delhi, Vikas
Goenka, Executive Director, BNI
India; Somesh Kumar Bhagat,
Mentor, SIIC, Anupma Singh, CEO
& Co-Founder, Interview Cracker,
Sonal Agarwal Bali, Deputy CFO,

Intello Labs, Prof SC Srivastava,
Director, IIT Kanpur-La Trobe
University Research Academy and
Distinguished Visiting Professor,
Department of Electrical
Engineering, IIT Kanpur and Prof
C Amarnath, Professor, Department
of Mechanical Engineering, IIT
Bombay. 

All the 13 participating startups
received certificates during the final
pitching round. Prof SC Srivastava,
Prof. Ankush Sharma, Dr Nalin
Kumar Srivastava, Dr Sakhi John,
Sonal Agarwal Bali, Vikas Goenka,
programme team, Imran Yusuf and
Zaid Khan, delivered the closing
addresses during the final pitching
round and encouraged the partici-
pants to apply for more such oppor-
tunities under the TIDE 2.0
Programme via SIIC.  

The winning innovations
catered to diverse areas of research
in Healthcare and Clean Energy
domains. Winner Akinchan
Kushwaha developed ‘VivaFeet’, a
smart healthcare assistant in the

form of a wearable sock that was tar-
geted toward foot-related compli-
cations. It provided real-time mon-
itoring of temperature, pressure
and GAIT of the foot to help pre-
vent podiatric ailments like foot
ulceration and varicose veins at an
early stage. It can effectively reduce
recovery time and reduce the pain
experienced with the help of
Electrical Muscle Stimulation of the
affected region.

The first runner-up, Dr
Abhinav Gupta is developing POC-
CET-Lab (Point-Of-Care Cartridge-
based Emergency Testing Lab),
which is a handheld blood analyser
that uses microfluidic-based car-
tridges for different tests required in
emergency care. It consists of a
handheld analyser and test-specif-
ic microfluidic cartridges. Using a
single handheld device and test-spe-
cific cartridges, multiple lab tests can
be performed in any setting and at
a minimal cost.

The second runner-up,
Priyaranjan Tiwari’s team had devel-

oped NODex devices, which is
capable of taking a rapid test for
asthma with a non-invasive method
that is convenient for children and
adults. The individual taking the test
has to blow into a handheld device
that will track the results. It is
equipped to identify the type of asth-
ma, track the airway inflammation
over time and indicate to the doc-
tor if the individual had been tak-
ing the medicines correctly.

Prof Ankush Sharma,
Professor-in-charge, Innovation &
Incubation, IIT Kanpur, congratu-
lated the winners and said, “Health
and Clean energy are two critical
domains which require urgent tech-
nology interventions in India. The
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology’s initia-
tive to support novel indigenous
technology solutions in these spaces
through Hackathon is a praisewor-
thy effort. I extend my best wishes
to the winners on innovating vision-
ary technologies contributing to
India’s self-sustainable status.” 
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The Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) cele-

brated its 108th Foundation
Day on the auspicious occasion
of Basant Panchami on
Thursday. Addressing the var-
sity family at the foundation
place near trau-
ma centre of the
university here,
V i c e -
Chancellor Prof
Sudhir Kumar
Jain said the
BHU has been
contributing to
the nation
building and
added that the
foundation day is an opportu-
nity to celebrate but at the same
time, also a time to think
whether we are marching ahead
towards achieving the objective
of the foundation or not. The V-
C said it is also the time to think
whether we are contributing as
per the values of the founder
Mahamana Pt Madan Mohan
Malaviya and emphasised on
paying attention to make efforts
to make the university an excel-
lent institution. Various facul-
ties, centres and institutions of

the university displayed its
diversity and rich heritage
through tableaux on the theme
of healthy, educated and young
India. It was for the first time
that the tableaux were taken out
after the Covid-19 pandemic on
the occasion of foundation day.
As many as 32 tableaux were

taken out.
Aw a r e n e s s
was also gen-
erated among
people about
social evils
through street
plays staged
by students of
the universi-
ty. The stu-
dents staged

plays on various topics such as
educated women, pollution free
campus, research, startup,
hygiene, health etc. The stu-
dents also presented a cultural
programme . The director of
IIT-BHU Prof Pramod Kumar
Jain, Rector of university Prof
VK Shukla and registrar Prof
Arun Kumar Singh, finance
officer Dr Abhay Kumar
Thakur, dean of Students’
Welfare Prof Anupam Kumar
Nema and others were present
on the occasion.
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The 74th Republic Day was
celebrated in Police Lines

here with patriotic fervour and
enthusiasm on Thursday. The
police personnel were also
honoured for their excellent
service.

UP Minister of State for
Stamp and Court Fee and
Registration (Independent
Charge) Ravindra Jaiswal
unfurled the tricolour in the
Police Lines and conveyed the
message of peace by flying
balloons. He also took the
salute of the parade. While
speaking on the occasion he
said the nation got freedom
because of the sacrifice by
countless martyrs and now is
our responsibility to maintain
its sovereignty and added that

we should avoid casteism
because it will weaken the
nation.  Jaiswal said that more
than five lakh youths have
been given government jobs,
including over one lakh recruit-

ment in the Police depart-
ment, and added that about 17
crore traders have invested in
the state and the investor's
summit is being held because
law and order situation has

now become better in the state.
The minister also honoured
some police personnel for their
excellent service.  He also hon-
oured the 34th Vahini of PAC
and armed police team of
Police Lines with citation and
shield for bagging the first and
second positions respectively in
the parade. A cultural pro-
gramme was also presented
and children of primary school
in Benipur, members of Akhand
Hind Fauj and students of St
Atulanand Convent School were
rewarded by the minister for
securing first, second and third
positions respectively. ADG
Ramkumar, DJ Ajay Krishna
Vishvesh, CP Mutha Ashok Jain,
DC Kaushal Raj Sharma, IG K
Satyanarayan, DM S Rajalingam
and ACP Santosh Singh were
among those present.
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The Khadi & Village Industries
Commission (KVIC) has distributed

margin money grant of �100.29 crore to
3,223 beneficiaries of four states, includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh, under the Pradhan
Mantri Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP). Chairman of KVIC
Manoj Kumar distributed the margin
money grant of �100.29 crore to 3223 ben-
eficiaries of four states, including Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and Uttarakhand digitally under the
PMEGP at a programme held in the office
of the commission in Teliabagh here. The
PMEGP is playing a leading role in real-
ising the dream of ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’
(self-reliant India) of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Kumar said. The KVIC is
continuously making efforts to strength-
en the financial and social condition of
artisans by making available tools and
training through various schemes such as

Kumhar Sashaktikaran Yojana, Charm
Karigar Sashaktikaran, etc, he said.   A total
of 7.84 lakh units have been set up under
PMEGP till the financial year 2021-2022
and employment opportunity has been
made available to around 63 lakh people
through these units, Kumar said. The dis-
tribution of the margin money grant of
�100.29 crore to 3,223 beneficiaries will
generate about 26,000 new employment
opportunities, he added. Of Rs 100.29 crore
margin money grant of �59.06 crore was
distributed to 1,829 beneficiaries of UP,
�25.45 crore to 856 beneficiaries of MP,
�09.30 crore to 278 beneficiaries of
Chattisgarh, he said. Besides, margin
money grant of �6.48 crore was distributed
to 260 beneficiaries of Uttrakhand. A total
loan of �299.94 crore was approved by var-
ious banks to these beneficiaries,  he said.
This is a credit linked subsidy scheme for
generation of employment opportunities
through establishment of micro enterprises
in rural as well as urban areas of the coun-

try. The KVIC is the nodal agency at the
national level to implement the scheme des-
ignated by Union Ministry of MSME, with
active participation of banks, State Khadi
and Village Industries Boards, District
Industries Centres (DICs) and Coir Board
for coir related activities in both rural and
urban areas of the country. An entrepre-
neur can establish a unit of up to �50 lakh
and �20 lakh in manufacturing and service
sector respectively under this scheme and
the government provides a grant from 15
to 25 per cent amount of the total project
cost to beneficiaries of urban areas while
grant from 25 to 35 percent of the total pro-
ject cost to beneficiaries of rural areas, he
said. UP Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Stamp, Court Fee and Registration
department Ravindra Jaiswal, MLA Sunil
Patel and member of KVIC Nagendra
Raghuvanshi were present besides deputy
chief executive officer of KVIC Om
Prakash and director of KVIC, Varanasi
division Ritesh Kumar Srivastava.
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Divisional Commissioner
Kaushal Raj Sharma

unfurled the national flag at his
office and District Magistrate S
Rajalingam unfurled the tri-
colour at the Collectorate here
on Thursday.

The DC unfurled the
national flag and administered
the oath of national unity, sov-
ereignty, secularism and
strengthening the spirit of com-
munal harmony to the officers
and employees of the
Commissionary. The
Cconstitution of the country
came into effect on January 26,
1950, he said and added that
the nation got freedom after the
sacrifice of countless freedom

fighters and martyrs. The
Republic Day is a festival to
uniting us and we should make
efforts to make people compe-
tent in various fields, he said
and added that officers and

employees should discharge
their duty with sincerity and
honesty. The DM Rajalingam
unfurled the national flag in the
Collectorate. He said India is
now on the fifth position in the

world in the economy. We
should take a pledge to dis-
charge our duty with honesty
keeping the development of the
nation in mind, he said. 

Chief Development officer
Himanshu Nagpal unfurled
the tricolour at Vikah Bhavan
and administered the oath to
maintain the freedom and dig-
nity of the country as a respon-
sible citizen without discrimi-
nation of religion, caste, region
and language. Municipal
Commissioner Pranay Singh
and Vice-Chairman of VDA
Abhishek Goel unfurled the
national flag at their respective
offices. The heads of other
government departments
unfurled the tricolour in their
respective offices.
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The 74th Republic Day was celebrated
in Banaras Locomotive Works (BLW)

with enthusiasm at the stadium. 
Principal Chief Manager, Material,

Rajneesh Gupta unfurled the national flag
and took the salute of parade of RPF, civil
defence and Bharat Scouts and Guides. He
remembered the martyrs who not only got
political freedom but also social and eco-
nomic freedom to the nation. 

He praised the BLW team members for
their efforts to make record manufactur-
ing of 256 rail engines by December in the
financial year of 2022-2023, including 253
rail engines for the railways and three
diesel engines for the non-railway cus-
tomers and added that the target to man-
ufacture 150 loco sets was achieved by
December 2022. Since its inception the
BLW manufactured 9,645 rail engines
including 8301 diesel, one dual mode, eight
conversion loco from diesel to electric and
1,335 electric rail engines, he said, adding
that the BLW earned a gross income more
than �4,000 crore from the export and
domestic supply. He also talked about the
other achievements of BLW. A cultural pro-
gramme was also organised on the occa-
sion.  PRO Rajesh Kumar proposed the
vote of thanks. 

The Republic Day was also celebrat-
ed at the office of Varanasi Division, NER,
in Lahartara and Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Ramashray Pandey
unfurled the tricolour and took the salute
of the parade. The chief project manager

(Gati Shakti) Kaushlesh Singh and chair-
person of Mandal Mahila Kalyan
Sanghatan Sujata Pandey were among
those present on the occasion. 

The Republic Day inspires us to
express faith in the Constitution, the
DRM said.  A cultural programme was also
held in the occasion and the DRM
announced cash prize for the teams which
participated in the parade. Senior divi-
sional officer, personnel Sameer Pal pro-
posed the vote of thanks. 

Meanwhile the Department of Posts
also celebrated the Republic Day and the
Postmaster General Krishna Kumar Yadav
unfurled the flag at Varanasi Cantt Head
Post Office premises and felicitated 30
postal employees. Rajan, SSPOs Varanasi
East Dn, Hemant Kumar, SPOs Varanasi
West Dn., Ram Milan, AD-II, Brijesh
Sharma, AD-I, MP Verma, Sr AO R.S
Sharma, Sr Postmaster Varanasi HPO,

Arvind Sharma, Postmaster Cantt HPO,
Sublesh Singh, Sr Manager, IPPB Varanasi,
Nikesh Pandey, Sr Manager, IPPB Gyanpur
and Amit Singh, Manager, IPPB Chandauli
were among those present on the occasion.

FLAG UNFURLED: The personnel of
security forces celebrated the national fes-
tival Republic Day with great enthusiasm.
The Commandant of 95th Battalion of
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
Anil Kumar Briksh unfurled the national
flag at the office of Battalion in Pahadia
here. He said the nation is progressing but
also facing many challenges in the present
time and the security personnel should
always be ready to dedicate themselves to
national service. The 11 NDRF also cele-
brated the Republic Day with enthusiasm.
Commandant Manoj Kumar Sharma
unfurled the national flag and said that the
history of the country is full of glorious sto-
ries of great leaders. 
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The meritorious students
who had secured a place in

the merit list of the board
examination of High School
and Intermediate in the district
conducted by the Uttar Pradesh
M a d h y a m i k
Shiksha Parishad,
known as UP
Board, in 2022,
were given away
tablets and
cheques at a pro-
gramme on
Friday. In the
programme held in the audi-
torium of the Commissionary
here Chairperson of Zila
Panchayat Poonam Maurya
and District Magistrate S
Rajalingam gave away tablets
and cheques to the meritorious
students who had secured place
in the merit list of the board
examination of High School
and Intermediate in the district
conducted by the UP Board in
2022. As many as 12 students

of the Intermediate and nine
students of the High School
were given away tablets and
cheque of �21,000 each. The
students of the High School to
whom tablets and cheques
were given were Amit Yadav,
Amar Kumar Maurya, Mausam

Yadav, Anuj
K u m a r
M i s h r a ,
Vidhan Singh,
Nainsi Ojha,
A w a n i s h
Patel, Shivam
Verma and
S r i a n s h

Vishwakarma while the stu-
dents of the Intermediate to
whom tablets and cheques
were given away were Axar
Kasera, Anju Tripathi, Vaibhav
Verma, Khushi Singh, Amisha
Patel, Sneha Patel, Sunil Prajapati,
Karishma Yadav, Karan Pal,
Archana Pal, Komal Verma and
Rajan Kumar. The students also
watched the ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’
programme of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi virtually.
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The 74th Republic Day was
also celebrated with great

enthusiasm in the educational
institutions.  Vice-Chancellor
Prof Sudhir Kumar Jain
unfurled the national flag at
Amphitheatre ground in
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) and while addressing
the teachers, employees and
students said we must think
about the future direction in
which we wish to take the uni-
versity. Lauding the meritori-
ous students and employees
who were felicitated for their
commendable work, he called

upon the members of univer-
sity to aspire for brilliance.
BHU should become synony-
mous with excellence, be it in
the quality of education,
research, or human resources.
“We must work hard to achieve
this,” Prof Jain said.  Registrar
Prof Arun Kumar Singh
unfurled the tricolour at the
Central Office of the universi-
ty.  Finance Officer Dr Abhay
Thakur, Joint Registrar,
Recruitment and Assessment
Cell, Dr Sunita Chandra and
others were present on the
occasion.  

Vice-Chancellor Prof
Anand Kumar Tyagi unfurled

the national flag in Mahatma
Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith
(MGKV) and  addressed the
students, teachers and staff.
Together we have to work for
the progress of our university
with the participation of stu-
dents, this will be a true trib-
ute to the makers of the
Constitution, he added. While
unfurling the triolour in
Sampurnanand Sanskrit
University (SSU) Prof
Hareram Tripathi said the
university is the confluence of
Sanskrit, ‘sanskriti’ and ‘san-
skar’ and recalled the contri-
bution of freedom fighters
and martyrs to free India from

the British rule. He also hon-
oured some for their contri-
bution in the respective fields.
Registrar Kesh Lal, examina-
tion controller Dr Padmakar
Mishra, Dr Satyendra Kumar
Yadav and others were present.

The Sunbeam English
School, Bhagwanpur also cele-
brated the Republic Day and its
director Bharati Madhok
unfurled the national flag. A
cultural programme was held
under which students present-
ed dances based on patriotic
songs and staged a play based
on national unity. Co-director
Pratima Gupta and others were
present.
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Panic gripped Hetapatti vil-
lage of Tharavai police sta-

tion area of Prayagraj district
after the dead body of a man
was found lying in the field
here on Friday morning.
Tharavai police, who reached
the spot on the receipt of infor-
mation of the local people,
along with the investigation,
informed the senior police
officers about the murder. The
police are investigating the
matter According to the local
people, the deceased was iden-
tified as Sadhu Yadav, 45-year
-old son of late Brijlal Yadav,
resident of Hetapatti village. A
black mark was found on the
face of the deceased below the
eye and on the neck. Sadhu
Yadav was the only child of his
parents. He was not married.

Assistant Commissioner of
Police Jang Bahadur Yadav, who
reached the spot, said that till now
the reason for the murder is not
clear in the investigation.
Anything can be said only after the
post mortem report comes.
According to local sources, it is
learned that Sadhu Yadav has sold
some of his land a few months
back. The possibility of murder is
being expressed regarding the
land-property. On the spot, the
field unit dog squad team is
engaged in the investigation.
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A27-member international
delegation comprising rep-

resentatives from Argentina,
Botswana, Canada, Ukraine,
Hungary, Indonesia and Japan
visited Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) on Friday.
The delegation also has six
members from India. The visit
was as part of BHU’s global
outreach under the Gen-Next
Democracy Network Program
of the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR). V-
C of BHU Prof Jain has been
laying focus on enhancing var-
sity’s international visibility and
partnerships. Prof NV
Chalapathi Rao, Coordinator
of International Collaborations
in BHU conducted an interac-
tive meeting with the delegation
on BHU - its legacy, role in con-
tributing to India’s growth and
opportunities available. The del-
egates showed keen interest in
knowing more about BHU’s
achievements and progress in
various areas like innovation,
interdisciplinary studies and
research among others. The
members expressed their desire
to collaborate in different areas of
mutual interest with BHU in the
near future, Prof Rao said.
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The Nation's 74th Republic
Day was celebrated with

grandeur, gaiety, fervor and
enthusiasm on North Central
Railway (NCR) Headquarter
Office, Prayagraj. The pro-
gram started with flags being
unfurled by General Manager
Shri Satish Kumar. On this
occasion, the General Manager
inspected the parade of Railway
Protection Force, Bharat Scout
and Guides and St. John
Ambulance Brigade. The
General Manager also award-
ed 23 Railway personnel for
their outstanding performance. 

General Manager Satish
Kumar released the tricolor
balloons with the banner of
Republic day. During the func-
tion, the General Manager gave
heartfelt greetings to all the
employees of NCR and their
families on the auspicious occa-
sion of the 74th   Republic Day
of our great nation. On the aus-
picious occasion of the 74th
Republic day of our beloved
country, the General Manager
said “I extend my best wishes to

all members of the railway fra-
ternity and families on the
North Central Railway. Let us
also recall with gratitude the role
of our forefathers in creating a
vibrant and vast democratic
republic which has grown from
strength to strength over the
years. It is the occasion to
review our past performances to
enable us to know about our
achievements and goals toward
fulfillment of the dreams of our
constitution-makers”. North
Central Railway, since its incep-
tion in 2003, has emerged as an
important constituent of Indian
railways. In spite of NCR not
being a loading railway, we
have registered a 5% increase in
originating loading and 22%
growth in throughput.  A new
record level of throughput
achieved on any single day on
17th January, 2023 over NCR i.e
36141 wagons (714 trains), ear-
lier best was 35723 wagons on
15.01.2022. The originating
freight loading in our freight
earnings in the current financial
year till December, 2022 grew by
6.70% in comparison to the
same period of last year.  
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and on the next day we don’t get news-
papers. The field team of the newspapers
does work on the 26th of January and the
15th of August. The offices are general-
ly shut as it is a general holiday in the
country. Some employees do work part-
time to receive the field information and
process it. This is for the online version
of the newspapers.

News is a round the clock work. It
does not stop any day be it a national hol-
iday or religious festival. I don’t quite
understand why newspaper offices are
closed on Republic day. Journalists work
everyday to cover stories of national 
interest that people should know. So why
they should not be doing so on the 
day of national importance? It is not log-
ical.   We know some journalists work
hard on Independence and Republic Day
to bring out the best for their readers.
Some even carry special editions 
reminiscing the sacrifices of our forefa-
thers. So in the national interest the news-
paper offices must remain open in
national interest.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that this budget will be

inspiring, that is, it will take India 
forward and will be similar to the 
previous Budget 2023. However, 
the economic condition of the country 
is not looking good. Not only India’s
growth rate estimate for the financial 
year 2022-2023 has been reduced by
many institutions, but the growth rate 
for the current financial year 
has also been reduced by RBI to 6.8 
percent.
The  forthcoming budget in its 
proclamations will also have to take 
into consideration the significant 
challenges predicted for the Indian 
economy due to the emergence of fears
of global recession, and geo-political 
concerns like the Russia – Ukraine 
crisis.

The government should also focus on
incentivizing or promoting technology 
in Budget 2023 to make India a talent 
hub for emerging technologies. Tax
incentives for capital expenditure, capac-
ity utilization, and use of new-age tech-
nology should be actively considered in
this budget.

Ishika Asodiya | Ujjain

����������������
Sir — The Congress on Republic Day
launched a nationwide 'Hath se Hath
Jodo’ campaign, under which it plans to
reach out to people and make them aware
of the “failures” of the Central govern-
ment. Congress Party after the immense
love received for  the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
they are sure that the Haath Se Haath
Jodo campaign will also win every-
body's hearts. The party workers will
deliver a letter written by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and a “charge
sheet" against the Central government to
each household.

During the program which is sched-
uled to end on March 26, party workers
will reach out to 2.5 lakh Gram
Panchayats, six lakh villages, and 10 lakh
booths. In the letter, Rahul Gandhi
wrote, “There is a palpable economic 
crisis brewing - joblessness among the
youth, unbearable price rise, severe farm
distress, and a complete corporate cap-
ture of the country’s wealth”.

One thing is for sure and we can call
it the effect of Bharat Jodo Yatra. The con-
gress worker today is brimming with con-
fidence and taking up the BJP attacks
head on. Which is really impressive as
earlier the Congress workers were rather
shy and apologetic about their role as a
national party. Rahul Gandhi’s 3,500 kilo-
meter foot march has galvanized the foot
soldiers of the congress who are now
eager to prepare for the next general 
elections. 

Gandhi wrote, “People are worried
about losing their jobs, their incomes are
falling further, and their dreams of a bet-
ter future are shattering and there is a
deep sense of hopelessness across the
country. With this, it will be testing time
for Congress Party's Haath Se Haath Jodo.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — 15th of August and the 26th of
January are national holiday and on these
days everyone gets a holiday except
defence forces and policemen. So on 26th
January printing media offices are closed,
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Military parades must have
crossed Abdel Sisi’s mind on
26th Jan in Delhi, as a young
Captain in 1981, Sisi’s Egypt
was rocked by the assassina-
tion of President Anwar Sadat
(also a former Soldier), also
during a Military Parade. As
part of marching contingents
and weaponry display, an
assassin party in one of the
trucks towing an artillery piece
had suddenly jumped out of
formation and attacked the
Presidential dais, fatally.
Religious extremists from the
radical Egyptian Islamic
Jihad(also Egyptian Military
personnel) were ostensibly
upset with Anwar Sadat’s sec-
ular and pacifist moorings
and had therefore undertaken
the attack. In Delhi’s Republic
Day parade, Sisi would have
gathered a stark contrarian
impression of a highly disci-
plined, apolitical, and consti-
tutionalist Military.

Egypt was the fourth coun-
try to participate in India’s
Republic Day celebrations with
its marching contingent.
Tellingly three of the four for-
eign contingents to have ever
participated had been from
Muslim-dominated countries
i.e., UAE, Bangladesh, and
Egypt(France was fourth).
Interestingly, immediately
behind the marching Egyptian
contingent were the illustrious
61st Cavalrysowars in bay-
colored horses, who have had
their tryst with an Egyptian

backdrop. Amalgamated from
the various units of the
Imperial Service State Forces of
the former Indian Princely
States, the DNA of 61st Cavalry
harbours lancers from former
‘States’ of Jodhpur, Mysore,
Patiala, etc., who took part in
the last and most daringly
successful cavalry charges in
modern military history, at
Haifa on 23rd September 1918.
A German-led Ottoman expe-
ditionary force was marching
toward Egypt to seize the Suez
Canal and was pitted against
Egyptian Expeditionary Force
and the township of Haifa was
critical to defeating the
Ottoman forces. 15th (Imperial
Service) Cavalry Brigade com-
posed of ‘State’ regiments from
Princely ‘States’ of Jodhpur,
Mysore, and Hyderabad was
invoked for the near-impossi-
ble task against Ottoman forces
with machine guns, etc..

Under the dashing Major
Dalpat Singh Shekhawat of
Jodhpur Lancers, Indian
lancers had shocked the
Ottomans with their fearless-
ness, daredevilry, and complete
rout of Ottomans. 1350
German and Ottoman prison-
ers were taken, and eight
Indian lives were lost (includ-
ing Major Dalpat Singh, who
was decorated with Military
Cross, posthumously). The
Egyptian Expeditionary Forces
were greatly relieved and the
Battle of Haifa became a turn-
ing point, thanks to the brava-

do of Indian Cavalry elements.
Times and circumstances

have come a full circle and
common threats beset both the
ancient lands, albeit, with dif-
ferent governance structures.
Abdel Sisi signed agreements
with India to“strengthen
defence cooperation” and
“increase the exchange of
counter-terrorism informa-
tion and intelligence”. For a
nation that supported Pakistan
in its wars with India, Cairo
now explores procuring India’s
Tejas Light Combat Aircraft,
Akash missile system, and
DRDO’s Smart Anti-Airfield
Weapon (SAAW). This is a sig-
nificant shift considering a
bulk of Egyptian military hard-
ware is also from China e.g.,
bombers, fighters, missile sys-
tem, ships, submarines,
drones, etc., Whereas India’s
nemesis across the Line-of-
Control (LOC) still harps on
the rote and tiring record of co-
religiosity, which is sounding
trite and troublesome, even
with Arab Sheikhdoms and for
autocrats like Abdel Sisi who
seek to protect themselves
against religious puritanism
e.g., Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt. An indo-Egyptian
framework is poised for a
transformational reset.

(The writer, a military
veteran, is a former Lt

Governor of Andaman &
Nicobar Islands and

Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal)
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President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi of Egypt made
an interesting choice as
the Chief Guest for the
74th Republic Day

Parade, a first-ever from an
Arab country. The choice is
loaded with geopolitical and
strategic suggestions that are
rooted in realpolitik and better
senses. As mutual people of civ-
ilizations and historical engage-
ments, the bilateral relationship
has gone through intermittent
ups and downs borne of compul-
sions of internal political postur-
ing and ‘bloc’ pressures.  

Jawaharlal Nehru and Gamal
Abdel Nasser along with Tito,
Nkrumah, and Sukarno had
jointly floated the Non-Aligned
Movement towards, “abstention
from the use of arrangements of
collective defense to serve the par-
ticular interests of any of the big
powers.” In the Indian context,
shades of that thought exist in its
modern course of ‘strategic inde-
pendence’. However, considera-
tions of co-religiosity had ensured
that Egypt stood firmly on the
side of Pakistan in the 1965 and
1971 wars, as also, Pakistanis had
supplied military wherewithal to
the Egyptians in1967 (Six-Day
War) and 1973 (Yom Kippur
War). As both were also Major
Non-NATO allies, they had a
‘bloc’ gravitation. 

Field Marshal Sisi (former
General in the Egyptian Army)
who had deposed a democrati-
cally elected government
(Mohamed Morsi of the Muslim
Brotherhood), presided over
India’s celebration of adopting its
Constitution that coup-proofed
the Indian narrative with civilian
control over the military, was
irony at its best. Sisi has suppos-
edly ‘won’ 97% of popular votes
cast after ‘technicalities’ had dis-
allowed almost all opposition
(after imprisoning 40,000 from
the opposition). Sisi is an author-
itarian from the old school of
Hosni Mubarak (also Air Chief
Marshal of the Egyptian Air
Force) governance style, only
more strident.  Serendipitously,
on Indian Republic Day he wit-
nessed the real and the largest
democracy in the world, at the
march.

Wounded memories of
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra traversing so far

through 10 states, reaching
almost the last lap, has stirred
the party back to the near
centre-stage of Indian politics,
with a spontaneous crowd
responding to it.

The Yatra has evoked
interest among the people
with the possibility of the rise
of a counter-saffron narrative,
its avowed aim. It has given
acceptance to Rahul Gandhi
as a leader even by the BJP.
Their top functionaries now
accept he has arrived. But will
the emerging Third Front at
Khammam at Telangana chief
minister KC Rao’s rally damp-
en its effort?

Is the yatra a success? To an
extent, it can draw many emi-
nent persons from the society

—the youth and children. His
‘T’ shirt is a great draw and
connects. It also shows that
Congress can meticulously
plan a 3500 kms march from
Kanyakumari to Jammu and
Kashmir, traversing through 12
states. In every state eminent
social persons have been part
of it despite severe derisive crit-
icism from a curious or awed
BJP and its parivar.

Some of the names
include former RBI governor
Raghuram Rajan, Mahatma
Gandhi’s grandson Tushar
Gandhi, Shiv Sena leader
Aditya Thackeray, NCP’s
Surpriya Sule, National
Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah, lawyer Prashant
Bhushan, activist Harsh
Mander, Bollywood actors,
former RAW secretary and
intelligence bureau ex-chief

AS Dulat, actors Amol
Palekar, Riya Sen, Sandhya
Gokhale to Swara Bhaskar,
singer Sunidhi Chauhan, IIT
professors, former defence,
police and other officials.

It was touted that though
it might succeed in Kerala,
Karnataka, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, the
Yatra might not succeed in
the limited areas of Delhi and
UP. It surprisingly succeeded
in the kisan belt of western
UP, Haryana and Delhi the
swelling crowds put the city
out of gear.

Still the yatra is not
beyond it. The best quote has
come from Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor. He said at a
book launch in Kolkata that
the Yatra has evoked a mas-
sive response. However, has
noted: “Translating that into

votes is the next challenge and
does not follow automatical-
ly”. That’s the problem.

Rahul Gandhi may have
sent a message of love but he
has also been seen as “love-
able” to the BJP as well. His
barbs are soft and he has not
yet been critical of the BJP’s
policies: economic, educa-
tion, privatisation or simple
seizure of 10-year-new cars,
tractors or high tolls that
make miseries deeper and
inflation sharper or even for
ballot paper voting.

How many of the nine
states going to polls from
February can win? Even in
Tripura it has entered into an
alliance with the CPI-M. Its
presence is weak in
Meghalaya, Nagaland or
Mizoram. The battle will be
tough in Karnataka,

Chhattisgarh, MP and
Rajasthan. It cannot go alone
in Maharashtra, Bihar; it does
not have an ally in West
Bengal, Odisha. In most states,
it has fledgling organisations,
not a match against the BJP.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge has done
well to invite 21 like-minded
parties to join the concluding
Srinagar ceremony on
January 30, Mahatma Gandhi
martyr’s day. That’s where he
left the chinks too by not
inviting AAP, JD-S, BRS, BJD
and Akali Dal.

The latest January 18
Khammam mega rally by
Telangana chief Minister and
BRS leader K C Rao brings
out this weakness and finds
presence of a number of them
for the launch of a third front
and himself as a possible PM.

Rao said, “The Congress and
the BJP only indulge in ver-
bal fights''. It was attended by
Samajwadi leader Akhilesh
Yadav, Punjab CM Bhagwant
Mann, Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal, Kerala CM Pinarayi
Vijayan and CPI general sec-
retary D Raja. How is it to be
interpreted? Is it a rally for bar-
gaining seat-sharing with the
Congress or splintering its
effort? How can the Left ally
with Congress in one state and
also form the Third Front?

Politics is becoming inter-
esting and intriguing. It is
being interpreted as a setback
to Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar’s effort to unite the
opposition. There is appre-
hension that if KCR move
succeeds it might dampen
what the Congress is trying to
achieve against the BJP.

Trinamool Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee has yet to
open her cards.

Most of these parties have
splintered away from the
Congress whether KCR’s BRS
or West Bengal’s TMC or
Andhra’s YSR Congress. Even
SP and RJD are wary of the
rise of the Congress. They
fear the minority Muslim
votes shifting to the Congress.

The success of the yatra
apart, the journey to power in
New Delhi may not be easy for
the Opposition against a for-
midable, well-oiled machine of
BJP. The Khammam rally may
be a new beginning of intense
fisticuffs among the opposition
ranks. Would it again be
advantage BJP or Congress still
has something up its sleeves to
outshine the run up to 2024?
The nation awaits the answer.
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(The author is a senior
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The ongoing fight between the
Government and the judiciary
can have a significant impact
on common citizens. It can
lead to delays in the delivery of

justice, as the judiciary may be overbur-
dened by political considerations and gov-
ernment interference. This can result in
citizens waiting for extended periods of
time for their cases to be heard and
resolved, leading to frustration and a lack
of faith in the legal system.

Additionally, the Government and the
judiciary may become preoccupied with
their own power struggles, leading to a
neglect of the needs and concerns of cit-
izens. This can further erode trust in the
legal system, and make it more difficult
for citizens to access justice and have their
rights protected.

The Indian legal system is facing a sig-
nificant backlog of cases, resulting in delays
in the delivery of justice. This is a major
concern as it undermines the rule of law,
and can lead to a lack of faith in the judi-
ciary and the legal system as a whole.

One of the main reasons for the back-
log of cases in the Indian courts is a short-
age of judges. According to the National
Judicial Data Grid, there are currently
over 40 million pending cases in the
Indian courts, while the sanctioned
strength of judges is only around 20,000.
This results in a large number of cases
being assigned to each judge, leading to
delays in the disposal of cases.

Additionally, the process of appoint-
ment of judges is often slow and bogged
down by bureaucracy and political con-
siderations, further exacerbating the
shortage of judges. Another reason for the
backlog of cases is the inefficient func-
tioning of the courts.

The Indian court system is known for
its slow pace, with cases often taking sev-
eral years to be resolved. This is due to a
number of factors, such as a lack of tech-
nology, inadequate infrastructure and
resources, and a lack of training for court
staff. Additionally, the legal process is
often bogged down by delays and
adjournments, further adding to the
time it takes for cases to be resolved.

The backlog of cases also has a 
negative impact on the rights and access
to justice for marginalised and 
vulnerable groups. For instance, the long
delays in the disposal of cases can result
in the denial of justice to victims of
crimes, particularly women and children.
Further, the long delays can also result in
the release of the accused on bail, lead-
ing to the re-victimisation of the survivors
of crimes.

The backlog of cases also has a sig-
nificant economic impact, as delays in the
disposal of cases can result in a loss of
productivity and economic growth. The
delays in the disposal of cases can also
lead to a lack of faith in the legal system,
which can discourage investments and
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(The author is a public
policy expert)

economic growth.
In short, the backlog of cases

in the Indian courts is a major
concern that undermines the rule
of law and can lead to a lack of
faith in the judiciary and the
legal system as a whole. The back-
log of cases is a result of a short-
age of judges, inefficient function-
ing of the courts, and a lack of
resources.

To address the problem of the
backlog of cases, there is a need for
systemic reforms in the Indian
legal system, including increasing
the number of judges, improving
the infrastructure and resources
available to the courts, and imple-
menting technology to improve
the efficiency of the courts.

Artificial intelligence (AI) has
the potential to significantly
reduce the backlog of cases in
Indian courts. However, it is
important to approach the imple-
mentation of AI in the legal 
system with caution and consid-
eration of potential challenges
and limitations.

One potential use of AI in the
Indian courts is through the use
of predictive analytics. Predictive
analytics can be used to analyse
patterns and trends in past case
decisions, allowing judges and
lawyers to make more informed
decisions in current cases. This
could potentially speed up the
legal process and reduce the back-
log of cases. However, it is impor-
tant to ensure that the algorithms
used for predictive analytics are

unbiased and do not discriminate
against certain groups of people.

Furthermore, the use of 
predictive analytics in the legal
system raises concerns about
transparency and accountability,
as the decision-making process
becomes less transparent and
more reliant on complex 
algorithms.

Another potential use of AI in
the Indian courts is through the
use of automated document
review. Automated document
review can be used to quickly sort
through large amounts of legal
documents, allowing lawyers and
judges to identify relevant infor-
mation. However, it is important
to ensure that the AI system is able
to accurately identify relevant
information and is not prone to
errors or false positives.

Additionally, there is a risk
that the use of automated docu-
ment review could lead to job loss
for court clerks and other legal
professionals who currently per-
form this task manually. However,
to mitigate this problem, there can
be settled guidelines to be followed
wherein the applications can be
moved by trained bar council-
approved lawyers and every judg-
ment can be vetted by a trained
judge to avoid error and techno-
logical shortcomings.

AI-powered chatbots can also
be implemented in Indian courts
especially in the district courts and
rural areas to assist overburdened
lower judicial staff with the 

legal process by providing infor-
mation and guidance. This can
help to reduce the workload of
court staff and improve access to
legal information for citizens.
However, it is important to ensure
that the chatbot is able to provide
accurate and up-to-date infor-
mation and is not prone to errors
or misunderstandings.

Also, there is a risk that the use
of chatbots could lead to a
decrease in personal interactions
and human empathy in the 
legal system.

In conclusion, the backlog in
the Indian courts just cannot be
handled by human intervention,
there has to be either a divine 
or technological intervention
required to significantly 
improve the justice system. The
implementation of AI in the
Indian courts has the potential to
significantly reduce the backlog of
cases and improve the efficiency
of the legal system.

However, it is important to
approach the implementation of
AI with caution and consideration
of potential challenges and limi-
tations. This includes ensuring
that AI systems are unbiased,
transparent, and accountable and
that the rights of citizens are pro-
tected. Additionally, it is important
to consider the ethical implica-
tions of using AI in the legal sys-
tem and to ensure that the use of
AI does not lead to a decrease in
personal interactions and human
empathy in the legal system.
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After Air India, the
Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
imposed a fine of �10 lakh on
Go First airline for leaving
behind 55 passengers at the
Bengaluru airport on January
9. A day after the incident, the
DGCA had issued a notice to
the airline over the incident. 

The passengers , who were
to board flight G8 116 to Delhi,
were left behind on the pas-
senger coach. The  airline
apologised for the incident,
which it said was "caused due
to an inadvertent oversight".

“Perusal of reply of M/s Go
First reveals that there was
improper communication,
coordination between terminal
coordinator (TC), commercial
staff and crew regarding board-
ing of passengers in the aircraft. 

The airline failed to ensure
adequate arrangement for
ground handling, preparation
of load and trim sheet, flight
dispatch and passenger/cargo
handling and therefore,
enforcement action in the form

of Financial Penalty of �10,
00,000/- (Rupees Ten Lakh
only) has been imposed for vio-
lation of CAR Section 3, Series
C, Part II and of Air Transport
Circular 02 of 2019,” the
DGCA said in an order. 

It further stated: “It is per-
tinent to mention that DGCA
has issued Civil Aviation
Requirements (CAR) Section -
3, Series-C, Part-II on
“Minimum Requirements for
Grant of Air Operator
Certificate to Operate
Scheduled Air Transport
Services (Passenger).” and Air
Transport Circular 02 of 2019
on ‘Facilities/Courtesies to
esteemed travelling public at
airports’." 

The aviation regulator had
said "multiple mistakes" could
be easily avoided. The DGCA
had sent notice to the airline for
"multiple mistakes" soon after
the incident and demanded an
explanation. Go First's response
revealed that there was improp-
er communication, coordina-
tion between terminal coordi-
nator, commercial staff, and
crew regarding boarding of

passengers in the aircraft, the
DGCA said, adding that the
airline failed to ensure adequate
arrangement for ground han-
dling, preparation of load and
trim sheet, flight dispatch, and
passenger/cargo handling. 

Flight G8 116 took off for
Delhi from Bengaluru's
Kempegowda International
Airport around 6.30 am on
January 9 this year, as 55 pas-
sengers, who had their board-
ing passes, and bags checked-
in, were left behind in one of
the four buses that took pas-
sengers to the aircraft. 

The passengers were
reportedly accommodated on
a flight that left four hours later,
at around 10 am. A day after
the incident, Go First, on
January 10, apologised for the
inconvenience caused to the
passengers due to an inadver-
tent oversight in the reconcil-
iation of the flight. It also said
that affected passengers will be
offered one free ticket for trav-
el on any domestic sector in the
next 12 months.

"The airline has initiated an
inquiry into the incident and
the matter is being investigat-
ed. All concerned staff (are) off
the roaster till the inquiry is
going on," it had said. On
January 24, DGCA imposed a
fine of �10 lakh on Air India for
not reporting two incidents of
unruly passenger behaviour
onboard a Paris-New Delhi
flight on December 6, 2022.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday advised former IPL

commissioner Lalit Modi to
refrain from public spats with
lawyers involved in his family
dispute. 

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and MM Sundresh
said parties are mature enough
not to make such statements
and asked the lawyers to sort
out the issue. The apex court
was hearing a petition on
Modi’s spat and posts in social
media against former Attorney
General Mukul Rohatgi.   "It is

nothing but an extension of the
outburst of a family member. 

Don't take it too far.
Whenever you start fighting
out in public, it is always detri-
mental...We are not passing
orders but you use your good
office to ensure that remedial

measures are taken," the bench
observed orally, without pass-
ing any orders. 

On August 1 last year, the
Supreme Court appointed for-
mer apex court judge Justice R
V Raveendran as a mediator to
settle a family property dispute
involving the former IPL head
and his mother Bina Modi.
Rohatgi is one of the counsels
representing Bina Modi in the
property dispute. 

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal
submitted before the bench
that there was an undertaking
of no posts while mediation
was going on.  "Comments are
being made while the media-

tion is going on.  These should
be taken down. This is a viola-
tion of the court orders," Sibal
said, pointing out Modi’s abu-
sive posts against Rohatgi in
social media. 

Senior advocate Harish
Salve, appearing for Lalit Modi,
said there was no breach of the
court order and this was just an
angry outburst. The top court
was apprised that the media-
tion process between the par-
ties was underway. Modi had
made a comment about
Rohatgi in an Instagram post.
Later, though another post, he
reportedly apologised to the
senior advocate.
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The Election Commission
told the Supreme Court

on Friday that it will take note
of the Kerala High Court order
suspending the conviction of
Lakshadweep MP Mohammed
Faizal in an attempt to murder
case, which had resulted in his
disqualification from the Lok
Sabha.

The apex court was hear-
ing a plea filed by Faizal chal-
lenging the Election
Commission's announcement
to conduct a by-election in his
erstwhile Lakshadweep con-
stituency. Soon after Faizal was
disqualified following his con-
viction in the case, the  EC had
said the by-poll would be con-

ducted on February 27 .
A Bench comprising

Justices KM Joseph and BV
Nagarathna noted the submis-
sion of senior advocate
Maninder Singh, appearing for
poll panel, that the EC action
will be in accordance with law
in the light of the HC’s stay on
the trial court’s conviction of
the NCP’s MP for 10 years in
an attempt to murder case. 

“It is submitted also that
the ECI went ahead as per the
trial court order (of convic-

tion). Without going into the
allegations or pronouncing on
any merits, we dispose of the
writ petition recording the
submission that action will be
taken by the ECI in accordance
with law in light of the HC
order of suspension of convic-
tion,” the bench said. 

Senior Advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Faizal, sub-
mitted before the bench that
the by-election cannot go on as
the high court has suspended
the conviction. 

Faizal, in his petition, said
the poll panel is proposing to
fill the seat without awaiting the
outcome of his plea for stay of
conviction and sentence in the
high court. He contended the
EC's announcement was arbi-
trary, unlawful and mala fide . 
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has attached 32
immovable and movable properties in

Maharashtra and Karnataka worth over Rs 69,65  crore
under the Prevention of Money Laundering (PMLA)
in a case relating to fraudulent issuance of TDS refund
of Rs 263 crore from Income Tax Department by
Tanaji Mandal Adhikari, Senior Tax Assistant and oth-
ers.

These attached assets include land, flats, luxury
cars which are held in the name of Bhushan Anant
Patil, Rajesh Shetty, Sarika Shetty, Kriti Verma and oth-
ers. Earlier, the agency had issued freezing orders
under PMLA in respect of 33 bank accounts of var-
ious entities having balances of Rs 96.23 crore and
seized cash of Rs 2.85 lakh.

The ED has initiated investigations under the
PMLA based upon an FIR registered by CBI on the
basis of written complaint of Additional Director
General (Vigilance)-4 CBDT about bogus issuance of
refunds for assessment Years 2007-08 and 2008-09.

Tanaji Mandal Adhikari, while working as a Senior
Tax Assistant, had access to RSA Tokens and login cre-
dentials of his supervisory authorities and he had

allegedly orchestrated the fraud in connivance with
others in fraudulently generatingTDS refunds exceed-
ing Rs 263 crore and transferred in various bank
accounts including the bank account of SB Enterprises
(a proprietary concern of Bhushan Anant Patil). 

CBI has filed charge sheet against Tanaji Mandal
Adhikari, Bhushan Anant Patil, Rajesh Shantaram
Shetty and others for committing offences under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), Prevention of Corruption

Act and Section 66 of Information Technology Act,
the ED said in a statement. Investigation under PMLA
revealed that, during the period from November 15,
2019 to November 4, 2020, as many as 12 fraudulent
TDS refunds were generated by Tanaji Mandal
Adhikari amounting Rs. 263,95,31,870 which were
fraudulently credited in the account of SB Enterprises,
it said.

These Proceeds of Crime (PoC) were subsequently
transferred into the bank accounts of Bhushan
Anant Patil and other related persons and entities and
also in shell companies.

PMLA probe revealed that immovable properties
in the form of lands at Lonavala, Khandala, Karjat,
Pune and Udupi areas, flats at Panvel and Mumbai
areas and movable assets in the form three luxury cars
( BMW X7, Mercedes GLS400d, Audi Q7) have been
acquired out of the proceeds of crime in their names
and in the names of other related persons. On iden-
tification of these assets, a Provisional Attachment
Order under PMLA was issued attaching 32 assets
worth Rs 69,65,99,720, it said.

Out of total Proceeds of Crime of Rs 263 crore,
assets of Rs 166 crore have been seized attached pro-
visionally, it added.  
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The three Services including
the Navy, IAF and Army

recently conducted the bienni-
al amphibious exercise
‘AMPHEX 2023’ to hone syn-
ergy in various facets of
amphibious operations, the
Navy said here on Friday. 

The latest edition of the
drill was the largest ever and
took place off Kakinada,
Andhra Pradesh for the first
time.

It was conducted from
January 17 to 22 and witnessed
the participation of a number
of amphibious ships consisting
of Large Platform Dock (LPD),
Landing Ships and Landing
Crafts, Marine Commandos
(MARCOS), helicopters and

aircraft from the Indian Navy.
Indian Army participated in
the exercise with over 900
troops which included Special
Forces, Artillery and Armoured
vehicles. Jaguar fighters and C
130 aircraft from the IAF also
participated in the exercise. 

The participating forces
undertook complex exercises in
all domains of amphibious
operations over five days.  The
exercise culminated in a suc-
cessful amphibious assault

which was reviewed by Vice
Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan, Chief
of Staff, Eastern Naval
Command, in the presence of
Force Commanders of the
Indian Navy and Indian Army.
‘AMPHEX 2023’ successfully
demonstrated the amphibious
capabilities and validated the
excellent coordination that
exists between the three
Services to undertake the full
spectrum of amphibious oper-
ations.
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The first-ever bilateral exer-
cise involving air forces of

India and Japan  concluded in
Japan on Thursday. Named
‘Veer Guardian 2023’, the exer-
cise was aimed at  stepping up
strategic and defence ties
between the two countries

Giving details of the 16-day
long exercise, officials said here
on Friday, Japan deployed its F-
2 and F-15 aircraft, while the
IAF contingent participated
with the Su-30 MKI aircraft.
The IAF fighter contingent
was complemented by one IL-
78 flight refueling aircraft and
two C-17 Globemaster strate-
gic airlift transport aircraft.

During the joint training, the
two Air Forces engaged in
complex and comprehensive
aerial manoeuvres in multiple
simulated operational scenar-
ios. The exercise involved pre-
cise planning and skillful exe-
cution by both the air forces.
IAF and Japan Air Self Defence
Force(JASDF)engaged in air
combat manoeuvring, inter-
ception and air defence mis-

sions, both in visual and
beyond visual range settings.
Aircrew of the two participat-
ing Air Forces also flew in each
other's fighter aircraft to gain
a deeper understanding of each
other's operating philosophies.

Exercise 'Veer Guardian
2023' provided the two Air
Forces with an opportunity to
enhance mutual understand-
ing. The exercise also wit-
nessed numerous ground inter-
actions between IAF and
JASDF personnel wherein var-
ious aspects were discussed by
both sides. This enabled the
participating contingents to
obtain an invaluable insight
into each other's best practices
and learn from each other’s
unique capabilities. 
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Antibiotic residues in waste-
water and wastewater

treatment plants in India and
China—both major producers
and consumers of antibiotics-
— may serve as hot spots for
the development of antibiotic
resistance in these regions,
posing a potential threat to
human health through expo-
sure to different sources of
water, including drinking water.

These observations of the
researchers from Karolinska
Institute were  published in The
Lancet Planetary Health. The
researchers also determined
the relative contribution of
various sources of antibiotic
contamination in waterways,
such as hospitals, municipali-
ties, livestock, and pharma-

ceutical manufacturing.
Bacteria that become resistant
to antibiotics are a global threat
that can lead to untreatable
bacterial infections in animals
and humans.

“Our results can help deci-
sion-makers to target risk
reduction measures against
environmental residues of pri-
ority antibiotics and in high-
risk sites, to protect human
health and the environment,”

says Nada Hanna, researcher at
the Department of Global
Public Health at Karolinska
Institutet in Sweden, and the
study’s first author. 

“Allocating these resources
efficiently is especially vital
for resource-poor countries
that produce large amounts of
antibiotics.” Antibiotics can
enter the environment during
their production, consump-
tion and disposal. Antibiotic
residues in the environment,
such as in wastewater and
drinking water, can contribute
to the emergence and spread of
resistance.

As per the publication,
“Antibiotic concentrations and
antibiotic resistance in aquat-
ic environments of the Western
Pacific and South-East Asia
Regions: a systematic review
and probabilistic environmen-

tal hazard assessment”, the
researchers examined the lev-
els of antibiotic residues that are
likely to contribute to antibiotic
resistance from different aquat-
ic sources in the Western
Pacific Region (WPR) and the
South-East Asia Region
(SEAR), regions as defined by
the World Health
Organization. These regions
include China and India, which
are among the world’s largest
producers and consumers of
antibiotics.

This was done by a sys-
tematic review of the literature
published between 2006 and
2019, including 218 relevant
reports from the WPR and 22
from the SEAR. The
researchers also used a method
called Probabilistic
Environmental Hazard
Assessment to determine

where the concentration of
antibiotics is high enough to
likely contribute to antibiotic
resistance.

Ninety-two antibiotics
were detected in the WPR, and
forty five in the SEAR.
Antibiotic concentrations
exceeding the level considered
safe for resistance develop-
ment (Predicted No Effect
Concentrations, PNECs) were
observed in wastewater, influ-
ents and effluents of wastewater
treatment plants and in receiv-
ing aquatic environments. 

The highest risk was
observed in wastewater and the
influence of wastewater treat-
ment plants. The relative
impact of various contributors,
such as hospital, municipal,
livestock, and pharmaceutical
manufacturing was also deter-
mined. 

����� 497
:9�2)


As senior  leaders of the BJP
including party chief J P

Nadda, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and others met
here a day ago and whetted the
list of candidates for the
upcoming Tripura assembly
elections, the Central  Election
Committee (CEC) of the BJP
met  on Friday evening  and
finalised the list. Thursday’s
meeting was also attended by
Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Saha, BJP's state incharge
Mahesh Sharma ,  Rajya Sabha
MP and former state CM

Biplab Deb and  North Eastern
States Convenor Sambit Patra.
Earlier in the day, BJP's Tripura
unit core group members met
at party leader and northeast
in-charge Patra's residence.

All members of the CEC
on Friday  attended the meet-
ing at the BJP headquarters and
also considered seat allocation
with the alliance partners, if any
, sources said. The 60-member
Tripura Assembly will go to
polls on February 16. The last
date for filling nominations is
January 30. The counting of
votes will be taken up on
March 2.Facing anti-incum-

bency, the BJP has a major
challenge from Congress-Left
alliance as well as from resur-
gent Trinamool Congress.In
2018, the BJP formed the gov-

ernment for the first time in
Tripura, ending the 20-year run
of the CPI(M). Like in Gujarat
and Uttarakhand, the BJP lead-
ership had, last year, changed

Chief Minister of Tripura,
replacing  Biplab Dev with
Saha who was a congress mem-
ber before joining  the saffron
party.

 �&	��

	����
	����
����	����������	���	'������	�
�������	

M��������"�
��
)����	
�����
����������
���
������
������.

1�����	
��85���
�#���1����
�6�������9:����;������
���
��

9:
����"���
'8
������
�
�5�
"�
��
�.�� �	
����

9�
�
��D
7���
���
������
2�
����
��&���
"�!�"���
�
�� ��������
�1
1�	��,�	5�
��	��	�������	����	���
��	�����	����	
��%���	

�)&>BH	-.-/E	'��D��������	����
���
�=������	��	����	��
����%	��	�,�

�



&$'()�*� ��!"#�$�%&' �(&) $��&! &�) *+��*,*-

���� ,9<����9�

Israel's Defence Minister sig-
nalled on Friday that the mil-

itary would stop its airstrikes if
Palestinian militant groups
halted rocket attacks, a day after
the deadliest Israeli raid in
decades raised the prospect of
a major flare-up in fighting.

After the  exchange of
Palestinian rockets and Israeli
airstrikes on Gaza overnight,
residents of Jerusalem were
on edge Friday morning as they
waited to see what comes next.

Israel's defense minister
instructed the military to pre-
pare for new strikes in the Gaza
Strip "if necessary."

The bombardments fol-
lowed an Israeli raid in the
flashpoint Jenin refugee camp,
which turned into a gun battle
that killed at least seven mili-
tants and a woman and sparked
clashes elsewhere.

Of the five rockets fired at
Israel, three were intercepted,
one fell in an open area and
another fell short inside Gaza,
the military said.

The escalation in the
decades-long Israeli-Palestinian
conflict created an early test for
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's new far-right gov-
ernment, which came to office

as tensions with the
Palestinians soared and has
vowed to take a hard line.

The raid also prompted the
Palestinian Authority to halt
security coordination with
Israel and drew "deep concern"
from the State Department
just days before US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken was
expected to visit the region.

So far, the hostilities have
followed a familiar pattern that
allows both sides to respond
without forcing the other side
into a major escalation.
Palestinian militants fired rock-
ets from Gaza toward the south
of Israel.

Israel retaliated with non-
lethal airstrikes on militant
targets in Gaza, such as train-
ing camps and an underground
rocket manufacturing site.

Israeli Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant claimed the mil-
itary dealt a "tough blow" to
Palestinian militants in Gaza
and said the army was prepar-
ing to strike "high-quality tar-
gets ... Until peace is restored
to the citizens of Israel."

An uneasy calm prevailed
around the Al-Aqsa Mosque
compound, revered by Jews as
Temple Mount.

Tensions at the volatile
Jerusalem holy site has trig-

gered violence in the past,
including a bloody Gaza war in
2021. The site is considered
both the third-most sacred site
in Islam, as well as the site of
an ancient Jewish temple that
is the holiest place in Judaism.

Israeli police were out in
force at entrances to the lime-
stone alleys that lead to the
sacred compound, apparently
bracing for violence as they
searched Palestinian passers-by
before weekly noon prayers.

Fadi, a 41-year-old shop-
keeper near Al-Aqsa, said he
felt the outbreak of violence
had frightened residents and
subdued the usual Friday
morning shopping frenzy. He
declined to give his last name
for fear of reprisals.

"The Old City is empty

because of all the problems," he
said. "We're just trying to work
and this happens. It's like we're
trapped in every way." The
night before, scuffles erupted
between young religious Jews
and Palestinians at restaurants
and shops in the area.

Tensions have soared
since Israel stepped up raids
in the West Bank last spring,
fol lowing a ser ies  of
Palestinian attacks. Nearly
150 Palestinians were killed in
the West Bank and east
Jerusalem last year, making
2022 the deadliest in those
territories since 2004, accord-
ing to leading Israeli rights
group B'Tselem. The same
year, 30 people were killed in
Palestinian attacks against
Israelis.
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Indian-American astronaut
Raja J Chari has been nom-

inated by President Joe Biden
for the appointment to the
grade of Air Force brigadier
general.

The nomination was
announced on Thursday and
will have to be confirmed by
the Senate which approves all
senior civilian and military
appointments, according to
the US Defence Department.

Air Force Colonel Chari,
45, was nominated for the
appointment to the grade of
brigadier general, it said in a
statement.

Chari is currently serving
as the Crew-3 commander and
astronaut, the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration, Johnson Space
Center, Texas.

He earned a master's

degree in aeronautics from the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and graduated
from the US Naval Test Pilot
School in Patuxent River,
Maryland.

Chari served as the com-
mander of the 461st Flight
Test Squadron and the director
of the F-35 Integrated Test
Force at Edwards Air Force
Base in California.

Inspired by his father
Srinivas Chari, who went to the
US at a young age from
Hyderabad for an engineering
degree, to get a higher educa-
tion and make a successful
career. He met his wife and
spent his entire career at John
Deere in Waterloo.

In 2020, Chari was select-
ed as the Commander of the
SpaceX Crew-3 mission to the
International Space Station
(ISS) by NASA and the
European Space Agency.
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The shooting that left four
dead at a California mush-

room farm on Monday was at
least the second time an
employee tried to kill a
coworker on the property,
records show.

Martin Medina, a manag-
er at California Terra Garden,
was charged with attempted
murder after he threatened to
kill another manager and then
fired a shot into the man's trail-
er.

The bullet went through
the trailer and into a neigh-
bouring one that was home to
Yetao Bing, one of the workers
killed on Monday, a prosecutor
told The Associated Press. No
one was injured.

Law enforcement inter-
viewed Bing's wife, Ping Yang,
but it's not clear from those
interviews whether Bing was at

home during the shooting,
said Sean Gallagher, chief
deputy district attorney for
San Mateo County.

Medina remains in custody
on USD 5 million bail and
appeared in court Monday for
a preliminary hearing, hours
before authorities say Chunli
Zhao shot and killed four
coworkers and wounded a fifth
at California Terra Garden.
Prosecutors say Zhao then
drove to a nearby farm where
he used to work and killed
three more people.

The Bay Area News Group
first reported last summer's
shooting.

Zhao, 66, told KNTV-TV
in a courthouse interview
Thursday that he committed
the fatal shootings. Zhao said
he was bullied and worked long
hours on the farms and that his
complaints were ignored, the
station reported.
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Russian shelling killed at least 10
Ukrainian civilians and
wounded 20 others in a day, the

office of Ukraine's president report-
ed Friday as the country worked to
recover from an earlier wave of
Russian missile strikes and drone
attacks. 

The new casualties included the
deaths of at least two civilians in the
southern city of Kherson, which
Ukrainian troops recaptured in
November, and two more in eastern
Ukraine's Donetsk province. The
missiles and self-propelled drones
Russian forces fired Thursday hit

deeper into Ukrainian territory,
killing at least 11 people.

The bombardment followed
announcements by the United States
and Germany of plans to ship pow-
erful tanks to help Ukraine defend
itself. Other Western countries said
they also would share modern tanks
from their stockpiles.

Moscow has bristled at the move,
and accused Western nations of
entering a new level of confrontation
with Russia. 

Gov Pavlo Kyrylenko of the east-
ern Donetsk region said the Russian
military used phosphorus munitions
in shelling the village of Zvanivka.
The village is located about 20 kilo-

meters north of Bakhmut, a city that
has become the focus of a gruelling
battle in recent months. The shelling
also damaged apartment buildings
and two schools in the nearby town
of Vuhledar, Kyrylenko said.

The governor of the neighbour-
ing Luhansk region, Serhii Haidai,
said Ukrainian shelling hit two
Russian bases in the occupied towns
of Kreminna and Rubizhne, killing
and wounding "dozens" of Russian
soldiers. His claim couldn't be inde-
pendently verified.

Further south, Russian troops
resumed shelling the town of
Nikopol, across the Dnieper from the
Russia-held Zaporizhzhia Nuclear

Power Plant, damaging apartment
buildings, gas pipelines, power lines

and a bakery, officials said.
Separately Friday, Russian

authorities took new steps in their
months-long and widely criticised
effort to graft four Ukrainian
provinces onto Russia's already vast
territory. They said the illegally
annexed provinces would switch
from the time zone that covers Kyiv
to the one in Moscow.

The Ukrainian southern and
eastern regions that Russia declared
as part of its territory four months ago
— Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia
and Kherson — will take place "in the
near future," Russia's Ministry of
Industry and Trade said. The move
comes as part of what the ministry
called the "gradual synchronization"
of Russian legislation after the "admis-

sion of the four subjects."
Russian President Vladimir

Putin's highly orchestrated announce-
ment of the illegal annexations came
despite widespread international con-
demnation and the fact that Russia
didn't fully control the areas it
annexed. Russia claims to control
nearly all of Luhansk and about half
of Donetsk. 

Less than 1-1/2 months after the
annexations, Russia lost control of the
city of Kherson and broad swaths of
the surrounding territory under the
brunt of a Ukrainian counteroffen-
sive. Kherson was the only regional
capital Russia seized since starting its
invasion on Feb.
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Bucking the trend, auto stocks Tata Motors and Mahindra
& Mahindra closed with gains. Tata Motors, which returned to
profitability in the third quarter of FY23, rose the most by 6.34
per cent among Sensex shares. Mahindra & Mahindra advanced
0.71 per cent.  ITC and UltraTech Cement were also among the
winners.

In the broader market, the BSE smallcap gauge tanked 1.89
per cent and midcap index fell by 1.29 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, utilities tanked 7.34 per cent, power
tumbled 6.79 per cent while oil & gas (5.75 per cent), energy (5.22
per cent), telecommunication (3.79 per cent), commodities (3.27
per cent), bankex (3.06 per cent) and financial services (2.48 per
cent) also declined.  FMCG, healthcare and auto ended in the
green.  Banking counters and Life Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC) also faced heavy drubbing amid concerns over their expo-
sure to the Adani group firms.

Bank of Baroda tumbled 7.36 per cent, State Bank of India
tanked 5.03 per cent, Bank of India declined 5.63 per cent, Punjab
National Bank fell 5.31 per cent and Central Bank of India dipped
4.03 per cent on the BSE.  Shares of LIC fell 3.45 per cent.

The Adani Group on Thursday said it is examining legal
options to take “punitive action” against Hindenburg Research
for its “reckless” attempt to sabotage a mega share sale at the con-
glomerate’s flagship firm -- a statement that the US activist investor
responded by saying it stands by its report that alleged “brazen”
market manipulation and accounting fraud by the group.

“The maliciously mischievous, unresearched report published
by Hindenburg Research on January 24, 2023, has adversely affect-
ed the Adani Group, our shareholders and investors. The volatil-
ity in Indian stock markets created by the report is of great con-
cern and has led to unwanted anguish for Indian citizens,” Adani
Group’s lead head Jatin Jalundhwala said in a statement.
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“The initiation of two simultaneous processes on the same
questions and the potential of their inconsistent or contradic-
tory outcomes create an unprecedented and legally untenable sit-
uation, which risks endangering IWT itself. The World Bank
acknowledged this itself in 2016, and took a decision to “pause”
the initiation of two parallel processes and requested India and
Pakistan to seek an amicable way out,” sources said.

They said despite repeated efforts by India to find a mutu-
ally agreeable way forward, Pakistan refused to discuss the issue
during the five meetings of the Permanent Indus Commission
from 2017 to 2022. At Pakistan’s continuing insistence, the World
Bank has recently initiated actions on both the neutral expert
and Court of Arbitration processes, they said.

India and Pakistan signed the treaty in 1960 after nine years
of negotiations, with the World Bank being a signatory of the
pact. The treaty sets out a mechanism for cooperation and infor-
mation exchange between the two countries regarding the use
of waters of several rivers.

It gives control over the waters of the three “eastern rivers”
-- the Beas, Ravi, and Sutlej -- to India and control over the waters
of the three “western rivers” -- the Indus, Chenab, and Jhelum
-- to Pakistan. India has about 20 per cent of the total water car-
ried by the Indus system, while Pakistan has 80 per cent.

The treaty allows India to put the western river waters to lim-
ited irrigation use and unlimited non-consumptive use for such
applications as power generation, navigation, floating of prop-
erty, fish culture, etc. It lays down detailed regulations for India
in building projects over the western rivers. The IWT is con-
sidered one of the most successful water-sharing endeavours in
the world today.

The notice will open up the process for making changes to

the treaty for the first time since it was signed in Karachi on
September 19, 1960, by then Pakistan president Mohammad Ayub
Khan, then Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and WAB
Ill of the World Bank.

The notice was issued in line with Article XII (3) of the treaty,
which states: “The provisions of this Treaty may from time to
time be modified by a duly ratified treaty concluded for that pur-
pose between the two Governments.”

While explaining India’s move, the people noted that in 2015,
Pakistan requested the World Bank to appoint a “neutral expert”
to examine its technical objections to India’s Kishenganga and
Ratle hydropower projects. In 2016, Pakistan unilaterally
retracted this request and proposed a “court of arbitration” should
adjudicate on the objections. This unilateral action by Pakistan
contravened the “graded mechanism of dispute settlement” envis-
aged by Article IX of the Indus Waters Treaty, the Indian side
contended. India then made a separate request to the World Bank
for the matter to be referred to a neutral expert.

At the time of independence in 1947, the boundary between
India and Pakistan was drawn across the Indus Basin, leaving
Pakistan as the lower riparian state. A dispute arose because some
important irrigation works, including one at Madhopur on Ravi
river and another at Ferozepur on Sutlej river, on which the irri-
gation canal supplies in Pakistan’s Punjab province were com-
pletely dependent, were left in Indian territory.

The treaty includes a mechanism for cooperation and infor-
mation exchange regarding their use of rivers, known as the
Permanent Indus Commission, which has a commissioner from
each country. According to the World Bank, the pact also has
distinct procedures to handle issues - “questions” are handled
by the commission, “differences” are resolved by a neutral expert,
and “disputes” are referred to the court of arbitration, a seven-
member arbitral tribunal.

The World Bank’s role is “limited and procedural”. Its role
in “differences” and “disputes” is limited to designating individuals
to fulfill roles as a neutral expert or in the court of arbitration
proceedings when requested by either or both sides.
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The hard work of students will always help them advance
in life. Students should at times analyse the pressure applied on
them to see if they are underestimating their strengths,” he
said.Modi said it is natural for family members to have expec-
tations but it is wrong if they are linked to consciousness about
social class or status. “Exam results are not the end of life,” he
told the students.

Giving the example of people who cross railway tracks to go
to another platform instead of taking the foot-over bridge, the
Prime Minister pointed out that shortcuts will not take them any-
where and said, “Shortcuts will cut you short.”

Students should concentrate on their studies like a batsman
focuses on the ball thrown to him, ignoring the shouts for fours
and sixes from the crowd, he added. 

“One of the reasons for stress is boasting about how well we
did in our exam. Parents start believing in what the children say
and start telling this to people around them. Avoid giving a wrong
impression about your performance in exams,” the PM said.

Underlining the need for students to expand their horizons,
Modi advised parents to give their children some money after
Class 10 and 12 exams to travel to a few places and ask them to
write about it. “Students should be encouraged to go and meet
people from different strata of society. Students should not be
bound by many restrictions. We should allow them to expand
their horizons,” he said. The Prime Minister advised teachers to
welcome students who ask questions.”When a student asks ques-
tions, that means he or she is inquisitive. This is a good sign,”
he said. The Ministry of Education said a record 38 lakh students
registered this year for participation in “Pariksha Pe Charcha”.

The number of registrations is at least 15 lakh more than last year,
said Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. The first
edition of the Prime Minister’s interactive programme with school
and college students was held on February 16, 2018.

<�2��.�
A�$<�
2��$�
)4
,-�	
�@4;
�����
�9��<)$A
/<9��2

As both the leaders were walking along with several others,
some of the overenthusiastic residents breached the outer secu-
rity cordon and tried to come close and meet Rahul after which
the yatra was suspended. In the absence of an outer security cor-
don and adequate security personnel, Rahul was advised by his
security staff to avoid marching further.  

Initially, Rahul was keen to continue the march, but his secu-
rity officers escorted him to safety in a four wheeler to prevent
any mishap.  Later, Rahul arrived at the Dak Bungalow,
Khanabal in South Kashmir district of Anantnag and made a brief
statement. He told reporters, “I had to cancel my walk for the
day because police arrangements unfortunately completely col-
lapsed.”

“Police personnel who were supposed to manage the crowd
were nowhere to be seen,” the former Congress president told
reporters during the special briefing.

“It’s the Jammu and Kashmir administration’s responsibili-
ty to provide security… I hope security will now be ensured for
the remaining days of the yatra,” Rahul, who started his Bharat
Jodo Yatra in Kanyakumari in September with a plan to end it
in Srinagar on January 30, said.

“I had to call off my walk because I can’t go against my secu-
rity people,” the Congress leader said.

Former J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah in a separate
tweet corroborated the Congress’ version. “I’m witness to this.
The outer ring of the cordon which was maintained by J&K Police
simply vanished within minutes of Rahul Gandhi starting to walk.
We had just crossed into Kashmir from Jammu and were look-
ing forward to the 11 KM walk but unfortunately it had to be
cancelled,” he tweeted.

Senior Congress leader Jairam Ramesh added that Rahul’s
security team is holding discussions with the J&K administra-
tion to ensure that everything goes off smoothly for the next few
days.   As the Congress party leaders launched a massive cam-
paign the social media handle of the J&K Police, Kashmir zone
posted a series of tweets claiming, “JKP was not consulted before
taking any decision on discontinuation of Yatra after conduct-
ing a 1 km yatra by organisers. Rest of the yatra continued peace-
fully. There was no security lapse at all. We will provide fool-
proof security”. The police said, “Only authorised persons as iden-
tified by organisers & frisked crowd were allowed inside towards
the route of Yatra. Organisers & managers of BJY did not inti-
mate about the large gathering from Banihal joining the Yatra,
which thronged the starting point”.

Referring to the security arrangement, J&K Police tweeted,
“Full security arrangements were in place including 15 Coys of
CAPFs and 10 Coys of JKP, comprising of ROPs and QRTs, route
domination, lateral deployment and SFs were deployed for high-
ridge and other deployments”. The Government is acutely mind-
ful of the security concerns and all arrangements have been made
to ensure the best possible security for the ongoing Bharat Jodo
yatra: RK Goyal, Addl Chief Secy (FC), Home Dept J&K, said
on Rahul’s security breach.
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Prolonged quarantine could be taking a toll on the health
of these big cats, who are slated to join the eight cheetahs import-
ed from Namibia and released into the KNP in Sheopur district

mid-September, as per the experts.  Experts said that a delega-
tion from South Africa visited the KNP in early September to
see arrangements at the wildlife sanctuary for housing the world’s
fastest land mammals.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on his 72nd birthday on
September 17, had released eight cheetahs flown in from Namibia
into the KNP amid a lot of fanfare, setting the ball rolling for
the revival of their population in India where these distinctive-
ly spotted cat species became extinct seven decades ago.

These fastest land animals from Namibia - five females and
three males - are currently in hunting enclosures at the park before
their full release into the wild. The last cheetah died in India in
Koriya district of present-day Chhattisgarh in 1947 and the big
cat species was declared extinct in 1952. Former Union
Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh had initiated “Project
Cheetah” in 2009.
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the Mood of the Nation survey to know the public rating of
the performances of the state governments. In this survey, peo-
ple were asked questions regarding the best performing chief min-
ister and the quality of governance in different states of the coun-
try. The survey was conducted for 30 chief ministers of the coun-
try, and Yogi Adityanath emerged as the most popular choice in
terms of performance with 39.1 per cent people voting in his
favour. According to the survey, while Yogi's popularity is on the
rise because of his work, the popularity of Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has declined significantly (6 per cent) as com-
pared to August 2022, when he emerged as the choice of 22 per
cent people. Similarly, the popularity of West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, who is rated number three with 7.3
per cent votes, has also dropped by about one per cent as com-
pared to August 2022.

The survey conducted in January 2023 further reveals that
the Bharatiya Janata Party and the National Democratic Alliance
are likely to win 70 seats in UP with 49.3 per cent votes while
the opposition parties including Congress, Samajwadi Party and
Bahujan Samaj Party will get 10 seats if Lok Sabha elections are
held today in the state. It is worth mentioning here that during
the Lok Sabha polls in 2019, NDA won 64 seats in UP whereas
SP got five, BSP 10 and Congress only one seat.

The popularity of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, who took
charge of UP in 2017, is increasing across the country. In the last
six years of the Yogi government, a lot of work has been done
in the state vis-à-vis infrastructure development, including rail,
road and waterway connectivity, uninterrupted power supply as
well as law and order.

Today Uttar Pradesh has become the number one state in
the country in terms of expressways. UP is the top state in the
country in terms of good governance. Apart from this, UP has
surprised everyone by becoming the second state in the coun-
try in terms of ease of doing business. In this sequence, Yogi
Adityanath has drawn the attention of entrepreneurs from across
the country towards Uttar Pradesh by bringing 25 industry-friend-
ly policies.
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At the same time, the Capt Amarinder camp is also main-

taining a strategic silence. It is also possible that Capt Amarinder
may refuse the proposal and decide to stay in Punjab’s politics.

It has been learnt that BJP, which had high expectations with
Capt Amarinder, was not expecting much from the former chief
minister, especially after the performance during Assembly polls.
Capt Amarinder, who lost to a first-timer in his home segment
in 2022 polls, failed to give much leverage to BJP. However, the
political veteran has a considerable support base in Punjab, on
which it would be banking by giving him a suitable post.
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Saurashtra, despite a loss in
the final round game to

Tamil Nadu, and Andhra
Pradesh on Friday advanced to
the knockout stage of the Ranji
Trophy from Group B after the
Mumbai-Maharashtra game
ended in an exciting draw.

Though Saurashtra,
Andhra and Maharashtra fin-
ished equal on 26 points after
the seven rounds of the league
phase, the first two teams
entered the quarterfinals while
Maharashtra missed out
because it did not gain any
bonus point.

Andhra, which had been
on 19 points before the final
round match against Assam,
routed their opponent by an
innings to gain a bonus point
which helped them pip
Maharashtra.

Mumbai, which was in the
reckoning but needed to win or
secure a first innings lead to

grab three points and reach 26
points, managed only 1 after a
tie with Maharashtra on the
first innings score of 374 in the
final round match.

In Chennai, left-arm spin-
ner S Ajith Ram came up with
a six-wicket haul to propel
Tamil Nadu to a 59-run win
over Saurashtra.

Needing 266 for victory, the
visiting team was bowled out
for 206 in 68.2 overs as Harvik
Desai's marathon knock of 101
(205 balls, 10 fours, 3 sixes)
went in vain.

Elsewhere, Hyderabad suc-
cumbed to a nine-wicket defeat
to Delhi to end a dismal season
with six straight defeats after a
draw against TN in the open-
ing game. Hyderabad will be
relegated to the Plate group next
season.
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Ahmedabad: Defending cham-
pions Madhya Pradesh and
Punjab qualified for the quar-

ter-finals after finishing in the
top two positions in Group D
following a draw in their
respective matches.

While holders MP folded

for 331 to concede a first-
innings lead to Tripura, Punjab
didn't get to bat as Vidarbha
ended their first innings on the
fourth day at 273 for six follow-

ing loss of play due to bad
weather.

The draw, however, would-
n't hurt MP as they finished at
the top of Group D table with

33 points from seven matches.
Punjab (27) and Railways (22)
ended at second and third
spots respectively.

On day four, medium pacer
Rana Dutta completed a five-
wicket haul as Tripura dis-
missed holders Madhya
Pradesh for 331 in their first
innings to grab three points on
the basis of first-innings lead.

The 33-year-old emerged as
the most successful bowler as
MP could add another 172
runs to their overnight score of
159 for 2 to hand Tripura a cru-
cial 31-run first-innings lead.
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Kolkata: Odisha created a big
upset, defeating Bengal by seven
wickets on the final day of their
Group A match, with pace
bowler Sunil Roul wrecking the
hosts' batting lineup by taking
six wickets.

Though Bengal had
secured a quarter-final berth in
the previous round itself, the

loss on Friday at the Eden
Gardens ahead of the knockout
round would have dampened
their spirits somewhat.

Uttarakhand became the
second team behind Bengal
(32 points) to move into the
quarter-finals after their match
against Haryana ended in a
draw. Uttarakhand earned three
points, owing to their first-
innings lead to take their tally
to 29 points.

Bengal will take on
Jharkhand in the first quarter-
final, while Uttarakhand will
play Karnataka on January 31.

Odisha first dismissed
Bengal for 276 in 79 overs,
thanks to 24-year-old Roul's
six-wicket haul. The visitors'
batters then returned for the
second innings to quickly over-
haul the 112-run winning tar-
get in the 23rd over.
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Puducherry: Jharkhand
became the second team

behind Karnataka to sail into
the quarter-finals from Group
C after the match between
Kerala and Puducherry ended
in a draw and Services thrashed
Rajasthan by 183 runs.

While Karnataka had
already secured a last-eight
berth following the penultimate
round of Ranji matches,
Jharkhand had to wait till the
last day of the seventh and final
round of group matches, which
concluded on Friday, to know
their fate.

On Thursday, Jharkhand
had lost to Karnataka by nine
wickets and their players would
have been edgy all day long on
Friday as their fate was to be
decided by the Kerala-
Puducherry and Services-
Rajasthan matches.

Luckily for Jharkhand, both
results went in their favour and
they will take on Bengal in the
quarter-finals, while Group C
toppers Karnataka will play
Uttarakhand in the last-eight.
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Devon Conway and
Daryl Mitchell con-
jured up fluent and

fiery half-centuries before the
spinners choked the hosts as
New Zealand outplayed India
by 21 runs in the opening
T20I to take a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series here on
Friday.

Asked to take first strike,
opener Conway continued his
purple patch with a 35-ball 52,
while Mitchell smashed a 30-
ball unbeaten 59, which
included a last-over thrashing
of Arshdeep Singh for 27
runs, to power the Black Caps
to a challenging 176 for six.

The Kiwi bowlers, led by
Mitchell Santner (2/11) and
Michael Bracewell (2/31), then
spun a web around the home
batters, restrict India to 155
for 9 in 20 overs.

India had a disastrous
start to their chase with both
Ishan Kishan (4) and Rahul
Tripathi (0) sent back to the
pavillion by the third over.

While Ishan was bam-
boozled by Bracewell, pacer
Jacob Duffy (1/27) induced a
fine edge off Rahul's blade.
Shubman Gill (7) too perished

soon after being deceived by
Santner as India slumped to
15 for three.

Suryakumar Yadav (47),
however, looked in good
touch as he picked up two
boundaries before picking one
off his hips for a six off Lockie
Ferguson (1/22).

Santner then bowled a
maiden as India reached 33
for three in the powerplay
overs.

With the pitch offering
grip and turn, New Zealand
spinners controlled the pro-
ceedings keeping it flat and
mixing the length even as
Hardik unleashed a drive over
extra cover to ease the pres-
sure.

Suryakumar too brought
out his range of sweep shots to
keep the scoreboard ticking.
When Blair Tickner was intro-
duced, he played a square cut
and then sent another one
through backward point for
successive fours as India
reached 74 for 3 in 10 overs.

Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi was
then sent inside out over extra
cover for a maximum but
New Zealand struck twice in
next five balls to remove both
the set batters.

While Surya chipped one

off Sodhi to Finn Allen at long
on, Hardik was caught and
bowled by Bracewell as it all

went downhill after that with
India slipping to 85 for five.

Deepak Hooda smacked

one over the rope before being
stumped. Santner then ran out
Shivam Mavi.  Ferguson

bowled a wicket maiden,
removing Kuldeep.

Washington Sundar

smashed a fighting 28-ball 50
but it was too late.

Earlier, Indian bowlers
struggled to get their line and
length, allowing New Zealand
to get off to a good start.

Allen (35) smashed
Hardik for successive bound-
aries, while a juicy half volley
from Arshdeep was hit
straight to the boundary.

Conway, who had scored
138 in the third ODI in
Indore, also punished the left-
arm pacer for a widish ball as
New Zealand put up 23 in two
overs.

Sundar, however, got a lot
of purchase from the wicket
and soon saw the back of

Allen and Mark Chapman (0)
in the space of five deliveries
to reduce New Zealand to 43
for 2.

Conway, however, kept it
going with two fours and a six
off Umran Malik, who bled 16
runs in his only over.

Hardik brought himself
back and tried to mix his
bowling, using more cutters
and slower deliveries as New
Zealand reached 79 for 2 in 10
overs.

Conway used the slog
sweep and his feet to pick up
boundaries off Kuldeep and
Hooda as New Zealand
crossed the 100-mark in the
13th over.

Kuldeep then struck with
a googly as Glenn Phillips
went for a slog, only to be
holed out by Surya at deep
midwicket.

Daryl Mitchell then joined
Conway and, after surviving
two video referrals for a
caught behind and an LBW,
blasted Hardik for two maxi-
mums.

Conway, on the other
hand, completed his fifty in
the 16th over but was sent
packing soon by Arshdeep
with Hooda taking the catch
at long-off.
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Opener Shweta Sherawat
smashed an unbeaten fifty

after Parshavi Chopra's triple strike

as India notched up a comprehen-
sive eight-wicket win over New
Zealand to storm into the final of
the inaugural Under-19 Women's
T20 World Cup here on Friday.

India restricted New
Zealand to 107 for nine with
Parshavi (3/20) leading a disci-
plined bowling effort after skip-
per Shafali Verma won the toss
and elected to bowl in the first
semifinals.

The 16-year-old leg-spin-
ner broke the backbone of the
Kiwi batting line-up with three
successive wickets to leave them
at 74 for 5 in 13th over.

Titas Sadhu, Mannat
Kashyap, Shafali and Archana
Devi also scalped one wicket
each.

For NZ, Georgia Plimmer
(35), Isabella Gaze (26) and
Izzy Sharp (13) and Kayley
Knight (12) reached double fig-
ures as they struggled to score
runs at the Senwes Park.

Chasing 108, the women in
blue romped home comfortably
after Sehrawat produced a scin-
tillating 45-ball unconquered
knock which was studded with
10 hits to the fence.

Following the early exit of
Shafali (10), who has not per-
formed as per expectations in
the tournament, Sehrawat and
Soumya Tiwari (22) added 62
runs to take them to the thresh-
old of victory.

Sehrawat and Gongadi
Trisha (5) then completed the job
with the former bringing up the
winning runs with a four off
Browning as India scored 110 for
2 in 14.2 overs.
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Lakshya Sen's impressive run in the Indonesia
Masters Super 500 badminton tournament

ended with a quarter-final loss to Asian Games
champion Jonatan Christie here on Friday.

World No. 12 Sen squandered an opening-game
advantage to go down 21-15, 10-21, 13-21 to home
favourite Christie, ranked third, in a 62-minute men's
singles match.

Later in the day, new women's doubles pair of
Tanisha Crasto and Ashwini Ponnappa lost 13-21,
18-21 to Japan's Yuki Fukushima and Sayaka Hirota
in the quarter-finals to bring down the curtain on
India's campaign.

Coming into the match with a 1-0 head-to-head
record, Commonwealth Games champion Sen
showed his prowess as he opened up a 8-5 lead and
maintained it at the break.

Christie knocked off the three-point deficit after
resumption and made it 15-15 before the Indian
reeled off six straight points to pocket the opening
game.

After the change of sides, Sen lost his grip on
the match as Christie looked like a different player,
zooming to 11-2 in a jiffy before levelling the match.

Christie made a good start in the decider, gal-
loping to a 5-1 lead. Sen produced four points on
the trot but he was left with too much to do.

The Indonesian ensured there was no hiccup as
he marched to a 11-6 lead and maintained a healthy
distance from his opponent to eventually seal the
contest with a four-point burst.

Sen had reached the second round at India Open
last week.
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Legendary Australian crick-
eter Ricky Ponting has

called India middle-order
batter Suryakumar Yadav a
trailblazer, who could inspire
a new breed of players to
emulate his style of play and
take T20 cricket to "another
level" globally.

Suryakumar, 32, was
recently named the ICC
Men's T20I Cricketer of the
Year after he became only the
second batter in the world to
score 1000-plus runs in a cal-
endar year in the shortest for-
mat of the game.

Surya scored two cen-
turies and nine half-tons on
way to amassing 1,164 runs in
2022, only second behind
Pakistan's Mohammad
Rizwan who leads the charts
with 1,326 runs in 2021.

"I think innovation-wise,
skill-wise, I haven't seen a bet-
ter player (than Suryakumar)
in the game," Ponting told
ICC on Friday.

"What it's going to do as
well, a lot of other players are
going to try and do the things
he's doing and it's going to
add another level of skill to
the T20 game all around the
world. "Someone said during
the IPL this year (2022), there
are going to be guys who are
going to try and do exactly
the same as what Surya's
doing, and that's going to be
great for the game," added the
Australian great.

Surya's 1,100-plus runs
last year came in 31 T20Is at
an astonishing strike rate of
187.43 and an average of
46.56, which also propelled
him to the top of the ICC
Men's T20I Batting Rankings.

Ponting also called the
India cricketer as the greatest
innovator in the shortest ver-
sion, comparing his style of
batting with South African
white-ball specialist AB de
Villiers and former Australian
wicket-keeper Adam
Gilchrist.

"He's probably doing it

better than anyone's ever
done it right now. We talk
about players that can score
360 degrees … some of the
shots he's hitting back behind
the wicket-keeper and over
fine leg are just remarkable."

Ponting said he noticed
Surya's innate talent a few
years back in the IPL where
he was making flicking the
ball over deep-backward
square look so easy.

The former skipper
added that the batter has
taken his stroke-play to
another level and is playing
some really audacious shots
like flicking short balls for
sixes over the wicket-keeper's
head.

"Five or six years ago, he
started doing that (innovat-
ing) a lot in the IPL. He was
very good at flicking the ball
over deep-backward square
and getting the ball over fine-
leg," Ponting said.

"Surya's now been able to
hit short balls on the way up
and flick short balls over the
keeper's head and they're
going for six, not just for
four."

Ponting said that initial-
ly he thought Suryakumar
would never touch such
heights, but his work ethics
and strenuous regimen have
resulted in his success.

The cricketer scored the
third-most runs at the T20
World Cup -- 239 -- in
Australia, which was only
behind Virat Kohli (296) and
the Dutchman Max O'Dowd
(242).
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Former West Indies batting star
and captain Brian Lara has

agreed to take on a role as 'perfor-
mance mentor' with the West
Indies teams and academy, Cricket
West Indies (CWI) announced on

Thursday. CWI said that Lara’s new
role will be to "support the various
head coaches in providing players
with tactical advice and improving
their game sense".

Lara will work alongside
Jimmy Adams, the CWI's Director
of Cricket, on strategy and planning

for major tournaments.
"Having spent time with the

players and coaches in Australia
and in discussions with CWI, I real-
ly believe that I can help the play-
ers with their mental approach to
the game and with their tactics to
be more successful," Lara said.
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Arampant Novak Djokovic
surged into a 10th Aus-
tralian Open final on

Friday to close in on a record-
equalling 22nd Grand Slam
crown, with only Stefanos Tsit-
sipas now standing in his way.

The Serbian fourth seed
overcame an early wobble to
romp past unseeded American
Tommy Paul 7-5, 6-1, 6-2 on
Rod Laver Arena in style.

Another title on Sunday
will move him alongside Rafael
Nadal with 22 Slam wins and see
the 35-year-old return to world
number one for the first time
since last June.

Djokovic played the clash
without father Srdjan courtside
after he was filmed posing with
a man holding a Russian flag fea-
turing Vladimir Putin's face fol-
lowing his son's quarter-final
win on Wednesday.

The incident sparked a
backlash from Ukraine and led
to calls for Djokovic's father to
be banned from the tournament.

Srdjan issued a statement
ahead of the semi-final saying he
would stay away, insisting he
"wishes only for peace" and
never wanted to cause "disrup-
tion".

There was an empty seat
next to his mother Dijana dur-
ing the match.

"I'm really thankful that I
have enough gas in my legs to be
able to play at this level on one
of the biggest tennis courts in the
world," said Djokovic, who is
now 11-0 for the season and into
a 33rd Grand Slam final.

"Of course, I'm not as fresh

as the beginning of the tourna-
ment but we put in a lot of hours
in the off-season on fitness in
order to be in a good condition
to play best of five (sets).

"I know what's expected of
me, I've been in this situation so
many times in my career.
Experience helps also," he added
of being in another final.

The win extended his
unbeaten streak at the Australian
Open to 27 matches to claim
sole ownership of the Open-era
record at Melbourne Park ahead
of Andre Agassi.

Djokovic had never played
Paul before and said he was wary
of a "very explosive, very dynam-
ic player", with the American

initially refusing to go quietly.
The Serb, a hot favourite,

attacked his opponent's straight
away for an early break, then
broke again when the 35th-
ranked Paul fired a forehand
long to race 5-1 in front.

A run-in with the umpire
over using his towel between
points seemed to rattle Djokovic

and he was broken twice in a
row as Paul came surging back
to 5-5.

Djokovic regrouped to hold
serve and break again and take
the set in 59 minutes.

After that wobble, it was all
business, despite clutching his
strapped hamstring several
times, romping through the

next two sets with minimal
resistence.

He will meet Tsitsipas next
after the Greek battled into his
first Australian final and only
second at a Grand Slam.

In the previous one, at
Roland Garros in 2021, he fell to
Djokovic in five sets after hold-
ing a 2-0 lead.
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Stefanos Tsitsipas said he
was living the dream after

reaching the Australian Open
final on Friday for a first time
and standing on the cusp of
becoming world number one.

The Greek third seed
showed grit to defeat Russia's
Karen Khachanov and set up
a final against either nine-time
Melbourne champion Novak
Djokovic. 

The 18th-seeded Khacha-
nov threatened a comeback
after saving two match points
to force the semi-final into a
fourth set, before Tsitsipas tri-
umphed 7-6 (7/2), 6-4, 6-7
(6/8), 6-3.

Tsitsipas can top the world
rankings if he wins his first
Grand Slam crown on Sunday.

"I dreamed as a kid to
maybe one day get to play in
this court against the best
players in the world," Tsitsipas
told a sunny Rod Laver Arena
after winning an Australian

Open semi-final at the fourth
attempt.

"So I'm happy with the
fight I put out there today. I feel
blessed, blessed that I'm able to
play tennis at this level.

"I've been wanting for
many years now to put Greek
tennis on the map."

At 24, Tsitsipas is the
youngest man to reach the
Australian Open final since a
23-year-old Djokovic in 2011.

Tsitsipas has thrived in
Melbourne throughout his
career, after bursting on the
scene at the 2019 event as a 20-
year-old when he dethroned
defending champion Roger
Federer in the last 16.

He went on to reach the
semi-finals that year and again
in 2021 and 2022, falling one
match short on each occasion.

A Grand Slam crown has
remained elusive, with his run-
ner-up showing at Roland
Garros in 2021 his best result
so far, falling to Djokovic in five
sets after holding a 2-0 lead.
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Two of the biggest hitters in
women's tennis go toe-to-

toe when Aryna Sabalenka and
Elena Rybakina clash in
Saturday's Australian Open final
in Melbourne.

Belarusian fifth seed
Sabalenka is in the form of her
life and on the brink of a maid-
en Grand Slam crown.

The 24-year-old comes into
the showpiece under the Rod
Laver Arena lights on a 10-
match unbeaten streak in
Australia, having won the
Adelaide International and is yet
to drop a set in 2023.

She has defeated Wimble-
don champion Rybakina in all of
their three previous meetings.

Rybakina, 23, has coolly
moved through the draw,
unfazed by the snub of her
opening match being shunted
out to the wilderness of
Melbourne Park's Court 13.

The Russian-born player,
who now represents Kazakhstan,
has accounted for three Grand
Slam champions on her way to
the final, including world num-
ber one Iga Swiatek.

Jelena Ostapenko and
Victoria Azarenka followed on
the back of Rybakina's dominant
serve, which has smacked down
45 aces so far, more than any
other.

Rybakina's graceful power
appears effortless at times, ema-
nating from clean ball-striking
and immaculate timing.

Sabalenka is more brutal,

her muscles generating spin
and driving the ball through the
court.

It is a trait Sabalenka has
always possessed but was often
stymied by her fractious nerves.

But not this year as she final-
ly won a Slam semi-final at the
fourth attempt against the
unseeded Pole Magda Linette.

Sabalenka has turned it
around by working tirelessly
last year with her coaches, a
sports psychologist and a biome-
chanical specialist.

"I was trying to do less
screaming after some bad points
or some errors," Sabalenka said.
"I was just trying to hold myself,
stay calm, just think about the
next point. "I'm still screaming
'C'mon!' and all that stuff. Just
less negative emotions."

Sabalenka is now so confi-
dent of handling her emotions
— demonstrated as she smooth-
ly fought back from 2-0 down in
the first set against Linette —
that she has dispensed with her
sports psychologist.

Rybakina, the 22nd seed,
will be full of confidence head-
ing into her second major final
in the past seven months.

She's lost only one set dur-
ing the Australian Open fort-
night, and that was against last
year's runner-up Danielle
Collins.

But if her first serve deserts
her, Rybakina can come under
pressure, as happened against
the combative Azarenka in the
semi-finals when she was bro-
ken three times.
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Karim Benzema and Vinicius
Junior's extra-time strikes

earned Real Madrid a 3-1 win
over rivals Atletico Madrid on
Thursday to reach the Copa del
Rey semi-finals.

The Brazilian winger's goal
was a particularly sweet one for
him after a crude effigy with his
shirt on was hung from a bridge
near Real Madrid's training
ground before the game.

The spiky, gripping derby
clash turned against Diego
Simeone's side in the addition-
al period when defender Stefan
Savic was sent off. Atletico took
the lead through Alvaro Morata
after 19 minutes but Rodrygo's
sensational slalom run past
three defenders and slick finish
pulled Madrid level with 11
minutes remaining.

After Savic's 99th minute
red card, Benzema tucked home
from Marco Asensio's pass and
Vinicius netted at the death to
send Los Blancos through to the

final four for the first time since
2019. "Today we had a very dif-
ficult game but with the charac-
ter and the players that we have,
we were able to turn it around,"
Benzema told Teledeporte.

"Suffering is not good -- we
have to score the goals earlier."

The build-up to the derby
was tainted by the Vinicius effi-
gy being strung up overnight,
which the club described as "a
disgusting act of racism, xeno-
phobia and hatred."

"(Vinicius) really wanted to
play and he had a very good
game," Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti told a news confer-
ence.

"I think the goal was his
reward for his great work. What
happened is very regrettable."

Madrid fans had planned to
sing Vinicius' name in support
in the 20th minute, matching his
shirt number, but were stunned
into silence by Morata's goal
moments before.

Atletico, hitting their best
form of the season, conjured a

brilliant move to break the
deadlock, with Morata tapping
home after Koke's dink allowed
Nahuel Molina to stroke a first-
time cross to the back post.

Madrid improved signifi-
cantly after the break and
Rodrygo levelled with 11 min-
utes to go with his jinking solo
effort and subtle near-post fin-
ish, taking the clash to extra-
time.

Atletico defender Savic fool-
ishly handed Madrid the edge
when he was sent off for two yel-
low cards in two minutes.

With an extra man Madrid
capitalised, Benzema striking
lethally after 104 minutes when
Vinicius miskicked Marco
Asensio's cross and the ball
travelled through to the striker.

Madrid, who last won the
Copa del Rey in 2014, kept
Atletico at bay in the final 15
minutes before Vinicius dribbled
through and fired home to
clinch the victory — celebrating
with a now customary dance
routine.

Despite their improving
performances, the rest of
Atletico's season is looking bar-
ren, given they were eliminated
from European football and are
13 points behind La Liga lead-
ers Barcelona, having played a
game more.

"We are out of Europe and
now the cup, the team has the
second half of the season ahead
of them to try and qualify for the
Champions League, that's the
objective the club needs," said
Simeone, who cast some doubt
on his future.

The Argentine coach has
been at the club since 2011 and
has a contract until 2024.

"After that, calmly, we will
look at what is convenient for
everyone," he continued. "Being
at Atletico gives me enormous
joy, I will give 1000 percent until
the day that I leave."

Earlier Athletic Bilbao won
3-1 at Valencia to join record 31-
time winners Barcelona and
Osasuna in Monday's semi-
final draw.
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Trailblazing Indian tennis star
Sania Mirza capped off her

glorious Grand Slam career
with a runners-up finish along-
side 'best friend' Rohan Bopanna
in the Australian Open mixed
doubles final here on Friday.

Pairing up with her first-
ever mixed doubles partner
Bopanna, the unseeded Indian
duo went down 6-7(2), 2-6 to
the Brazilian pair of Luisa Stefani
and Rafael Mataos in the final at
the Rod Laver Arena.

"If I cry, these are happy
tears. That's just a disclaimer. I'm
still going to play a couple of
more tournaments but my jour-
ney of my professional career
started in Melbourne," an emo-
tional Sania said as she struggled
to hold back tears.

"Rohan was my first-ever
mixed doubles partner when I
was 14 and we won the nation-
als, it was 22 year ago and I
couldn't think of a better person,
he's my best friend and one of
my best partners to finish my
career," Sania said, thanking
Bopanna, who has one French
Open mixed doubles title to his
credit.

The 36-year-old, who earli-
er announced that the WTA
event in Dubai next month will
be her swansong, is India's most
accomplished woman tennis
player, having won six Grand
Slam title, including three mixed
doubles trophies.

She had won the the mixed
doubles titles at the 2009

Australian Open and the 2012
French Open with Mahesh
Bhupathi and the 2014 US 
Open with Brazillian Bruno
Soares.

The Rod Laver Arena has
been a happy hunting ground
for the Hyderabadi. She has a
women's doubles and mixed
doubles title each and has fin-
ished runner up four times at the
Australian Open.

"It started in 2005 when I
played Serena Williams in the
third round as an 18-year-old

and that was scarily enough 18
years ago. I have had the privi-
lege to come back here again and
again, win some tournaments
here and play some great finals
amongst you all.

"Rod Laver Arena has real-
ly been special in my life and I
coudn't think of a better arena
to finish my career at in a
Grand Slam," Sania said.

The presence of her son
Izhaan, alongside family and
friends made the occasion
sweeter.

"I never thought I'd be able
to play in front of my child in a
Grand Slam final, so it's truly
special for me, to have my four-
year-old here and my parents
here, and Rohan's wife, my
trainers, my family in Australia
who made me fell like home
away from home.

"Cara Black who is my best
friend and one of my first part-
ners, it's been truly special I
wouldn't be able to achieve any-
thing without you all," Sania
said.
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Ukraine's sports minister
warned on Thursday his

country could boycott the 2024
Paris Olympics if Russian and
Belarusian athletes are allowed
to take part. The International
Olympic Committee (IOC) said
on Wednesday it was seeking a
"pathway" for Russians to take
part in the Games despite the
invasion of Ukraine.

Ukraine's sports minister
Vadym Goutzeit said such a
move was "unacceptable".

"Our position remains un-
changed — as long as the war
continues in Ukraine, Russian
and Belarusian athletes should
not be in international compe-
titions," Goutzeit wrote on
Facebook.

"If we are not heard, I do not
exclude the possibility that we
will boycott and refuse to par-
ticipate in the Olympics."

Russia and its ally Belarus
have been sidelined from most
Olympic sports since Russian
forces invaded Ukraine last
February.

Ignoring calls from Ukraine
to ban Russian and Belarusian
athletes from next year's sum-
mer Olympics, the IOC said on
Wednesday that a way to allow
competitors from those coun-
tries to take part as neutrals

should be "further explored".
The IOC said "no athlete

should be prevented from com-
peting just because of their
passport".

Following that announce-
ment, the Olympic Council of
Asia on Thursday offered ath-
letes from both countries the
chance to compete in this year's
Asian Games. That is a signifi-
cant move because they could
gain qualifying marks in com-
petition in Asia to allow them to
compete in Paris.

The IOC's stance was stron-
gly criticised by Britain and
Denmark on Thursday.

Britain, which has supplied
military and humanitarian sup-
port to Ukraine since the inva-
sion began, said the IOC's move
was a "world away from the real-
ity of war".

Britain's Culture Secretary
Michelle Donelan said: "We
condemn any action that allows
President Putin to legitimise
his illegal war in Ukraine.

"This position from the
IOC is a world away from the
reality of war being felt by the
Ukrainian people — and IOC
president (Thomas) Bach's own
words less than a year ago where
he strongly condemned Russia
for breaking the Olympic Truce
and urged it to 'give peace a
chance'," she added.
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Times of India edged past Combined Media XI to enter the

final of Media Premier League at KD Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium on
Friday. Opting to bat, Combined XI piled up 127 runs for the
loss of five wickets in the stipulated 20 overs. Ashu Bajpai played
a knock of 61 runs in 69 balls with the help of four boundaries
and a six. Prem Mishra took two wickets. In reply, ToI achieved
the target in 19 overs for the loss of fie wickets. Abbas Rizvi and
Zuhaib scored 39 and 31 runs respectively. ToI will now take on
the winner of second semi-final between Dainik Jagran and
DD/AIR.
BRIEF SCORES:
COMBINED XI: 127 (Ashu 61, Arshad 15; Prem 13/2, Abbas
14/1) ToI: 128 (Abbas 39, Zuhaib 31, Ishtiyaq 17; Shalabh 21/1,
Ashu 21/1) 
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Sameer Mukherjee won the the Republic Day Chess

Celebration Tournament hosted by Chess Club Black & White.
Kamlesh Kumar Kesharwani scored 4 points to win the veter-
ans' trophy while Vineeta Agarwal was adjudged best chess mom
with 2.5 points. Aiman Akhtar won the best woman trophy with
four points.
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Rohit’s all-round effort (21 runs, three wickets) helped

Engineering Daredevils enter the semi-finals of NER Inter-
Departmental Cricket Tournament, beating Electrical Loco by
43 runs.
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Play Way School Mirzapur
Admission for 2023-24 open 

Contact - 7376025197, 7007186620
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R.K. Construction Company
Sonpur, Ahraura, Mirzapur
WMM, GSB, 20x40, 25x50

�"&:&�1
���I�������

-�

&'�	��
����&�"#��

����
//�0�
�������	
��

��'/�������	
��
"" ��	(
�/��
�
)��/6

0���������	

�����/
�������
9���
""H#�
PP������


