
��������������	
��
�����
�
���������
��������������� ������
������	
���
��
�
����
��������
����
�����
������	
���
��������
���
����
�
������
�����
���
�������
����
���
�������
���
�������
����
��
���
�� ������
�����
!����"�
"���#

�������������	���������
� ���!�
��������
��"#$�� $�����%��&
��������
��
������
��
�����������
�
������
����
���
���
�
�����"���
��
�������	
��
���"���
����#
���
�
����
����
�������
�
�
�������	
�����
'(
����
���"������
���
���������	
�����
��
���
����
 ���
�����
����!����	
��
����#

���%�
&��!��
��	��
������!�'����&��	

���"�#����$��
)�����
����
�
������
�!�"�����
�
*+%����%��
����
�����
���
���
������
��"��"���
��
�
"��%��
!������
��
,����
-
�������.�
/��������
������"�#
0)�����
����.�
������
����
�������	
����
������
���
������
����	
"���"���
��
�������"�
�!�"�����
�
�
*+%����%��
����	
����
1��!����
/��	
���
������
!������
�
/�����
������
��
���
����
�
���
1������
2�����
����
������	3
��
����
���"���
����#


����
(���&������
���
�!���������)������

���*��� 4
���
�!��%*+
"���
���
�������
��
������
�
������	
��
��"��
����
����
��� 	
�����
���
����"���%��� ��
�����
���
��������
��"������
��
*+	565	
���
"���
"�!�"
���
����#
7���
����	
���
"���.�
!�����
�!��%*+
"���
�����
��������
�����"
��
**	((	868	
����
�

/��
��������#

�������

����

���
(���
�&��
��
497
:9�2)

Taking a serious note of
Pakistan refusing to discuss

issues regarding the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) and
terming it as “intransigence” in
implementing the pact, India
has sent a notice to its neigh-
bour for modification of the
treaty inked in 1960.

The notice for “modifica-
tion” was sent on January 25 to
Islamabad through respective
Commissioners for Indus
Waters, as per provisions of the
treaty, sources said here on
Friday.  The action was neces-
sitated as Pakistan refused to
discuss and resolve the issue of
India’s Kishenganga and Ratle
Hydroelectric Projects for the
last five years, despite India’s
efforts, they said.

India is seeking modifica-
tions in the treaty to make it
easier for Pakistan to enter into
intergovernmental negotia-
tions, within 90 days, and rec-
tify the ‘material breach’ of
IWT. This process would also
update IWT to incorporate the
lessons learnt over the last 62
years.

“India has always been a

steadfast supporter and a
responsible partner in imple-
menting IWT in letter and
spirit. However, Pakistan’s
actions have adversely
impinged on the provisions of
IWT and their implementa-
tion, and forced India to issue
an appropriate notice for mod-
ification of IWT,” sources said.

Pakistan had in 2015
sought a neutral expert to
examine its technical objec-
tions to India’s Kishenganga

and Ratle Hydroelectric
Projects.

However, it withdrew its
request next year unilaterally
and proposed that a Court of
Arbitration adjudicate its
objections. “Two simultaneous
processes are in contravention
of the graded mechanism of
dispute settlement,” sources
said, adding that India then
made a separate request for the
matter to be referred to a neu-
tral expert.
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The Congress on Friday
“temporarily” suspended

the Bharat Jodo Yatra after an
alleged serious breach of secu-
rity during the final leg of the
Rahul Gandhi-led march near
Qazigund, along the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway.
Rahul was escorted to safety by
his security personnel in a
four-wheeler.

The Jammu & Kashmir
(J&K) Police, however, denied
these allegations claiming there
was no security lapse and
added that they would “pro-
vide foolproof security to the
yatra.”

Early on Friday morning
the yatra resumed from
Banihal after a day’s break in

connection with the 74th
Republic day celebrations.

“J&K UT administration
failed to provide security to
Bharat Jodo Yatra led by Rahul
Gandhi. Security lapses indi-
cate the unfair & unprepared
attitude of UT administra-
tion,” Rajani Patil, Congress in-
charge of J&K and Ladakh,

tweeted soon after the yatra
was suspended.

Rahul was accorded a
warm welcome by the former
J&K Chief Minister and
National Conference vice-pres-
ident Omar Abdullah in
Banihal in the presence of
thousands of cheerful party
workers and local residents.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday advised

students to adopt “digital fast-
ing”  and suggested the parents
should take an initiative to cre-
ate a “no technology zone” in
their homes to help children
keep safe from the negative
spell of the virtual space.

“Consider yourself smarter
than the gadgets. Use technol-
ogy but don’t let technology use
you”, Modi said addressing in
his annual “Pariksha Pe
Charcha” to lakhs of students,
parents, teachers and other
stakeholders in school educa-
tion across the country.

“Technology fasting” at
regular intervals and a demar-
cated area as a “technology-free
zone” in every household will
lead to the enhanced joy of life
and help children come out of
the clutches of slavery of gad-
gets, said Modi.

Modi gave this tip to what

he calls the “Exam Warriors”
during questions on how to
stay focused without getting
distracted by social media.

“I am rarely seen with a
mobile phone despite being
very active. I keep a definite
time for such activities. One
should not avoid technology
but restrict oneself to the things
of utility as per one’s need,” he
added.

Modi also answered ques-
tions by the students about tips
to deal with exam stress, time
management, how not to resort
to cheating, hard work or
smartwork among 
others. 

The PM further advised
students to learn as many lan-
guages as possible to become
more knowledgeable.

“Knowing a different lan-
guage helps you give a sense of
familiarity to the other person,
he added remarking India is a
land of multilingual culture and
its citizens should take pride in
its presence.

During the session the PM
also took questions on the
political state of affairs to which
he responded saying criticism
is an integral part of India’s
democracy and students should
learn from it to avoid getting
affected by negative 
comments.

“Criticism is like purifica-
tion in a democracy. The ques-
tion is out of the syllabus. I
have a conviction that criticism
is an absolute condition and a
Shuddhi Yagna for a prosper-
ous democracy,” said the 
PM

Further cautioning that
cheating may help them in an
exam or two but not in the
long run, Modi talked against
the use of unfair practices in
exams and advised students
against boasting about how
well their exam went to avoid
stress.

“Cheating may help some-
one in an exam or two but not
in life in the long run. Never
take the shortcut.
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The Delhi Police on Friday
detained a group of 24 stu-

dents who tried to screen a
controversial BBC documen-
tary at the north campus.

The detentions came
days after a similar ruckus at
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) and Jamia Millia
Islamia over the screening of
the BBC documentary on
the 2002 Gujarat riots.

Registrar Vikas Gupta
said police were called to
the Delhi University cam-
pus to maintain law and
order after “outsiders” tried
to screen the controversial
BBC documentary at the
arts faculty on Friday. The
students belonged to the
Arts Faculty.
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Eight cheetahs, which were
brought from Namibia to

India and released in Madhya
Pradesh’s Kuno National Park
three months ago, may get 12
new “friends” from South
Africa by mid-February, taking
the total number of felines to 20
in the region.

India and South Africa
recently signed a pact as a part
of the former’s much-ambi-
tious Cheetah reintroduction
programme.The eight big cats
brought in September last year
from Namibia are doing fine
and making kills on their own,
said the State officials.

According to reports,
South Africa has donated 12
big cats to India. But India has
to pay USD 3,000 for the cap-
ture of every cheetah to the
African nation before they
are translocated. Sources said
that the MP Wildlife
Department has already set up
10 quarantine facilities (enclo-
sures) for them. In two of these

facilities, two pairs of cheetah
brothers would be kept.

Due to the delay in the
signing of the MoU for the
inter-continental transloca-
tion of these big cats, some
experts had last month
expressed concern over the
health of the South African
cheetahs as these animals have
been quarantined there since
July 15. As a result of long
quarantine, these animals
might have lost their fitness,
they had feared.
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Investors lost more than
�10.73 lakh crore in just two

trading sessions as the contin-
ued selling in Adani groups
stocks dragged the overall mar-
kets and triggered sell-offs in
banking, financials, utilities
and oil shares on Friday.

Adani group’s shares came
into bear grip on Wednesday
itself following the Hindenburg
report accusing the group of
serious irregularities. Stock
markets were closed on
Thursday on account of
Republic Day.

Continuing its decline for
a second session, the 30-share
BSE benchmark tanked 874.16
points or 1.45 per cent, its
biggest single day loss in more
than a month, to settle at
59,330.90. This is the lowest
closing level since October 21.
During the day, Sensex plunged
1,230.36 points or 2.04 per cent
to 58,974.70.

The broader NSE Nifty fell
287.60 points or 1.61 per cent
to end at a three-month low of
17,604.35, also marking its
worst single-day fall since
December 23, 2022.

News agency PTI quoted
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services, as

saying that the sharp slump in
the Indian market was trig-
gered by an unfavourable
research report on Adani group
companies. This is also affect-
ing the banking stocks, espe-
cially PSU banks, due to their
high exposure to the group,
“According to him, FIIs’ cau-
tious stance ahead of the Union
Budget and FOMC (Federal
Open Market Committee)
meetings also fuelled the col-
lapse.

Adani group stocks opened

down by up to 20 per cent and
staged marginal recovery dur-
ing the day. The group has lost
over �4.17 lakh crore in terms
of the combined market valu-
ation of listed firms after the
US-based investment research
firm Hindenburg Research
made damaging allegations.

Shares of Adani Total Gas
plummeted 20 per cent, Adani
Transmission tumbled 19.99
per cent, Adani Green Energy
plunged 19.99 per cent and
Adani Enterprises tanked 18.52

per cent on the BSE.
Also, Adani Ports and

Special Economic Zone fell
16.03 per cent, Adani Wilmar
dipped 5 per cent and Adani
Power declined 5 per cent.
Ambuja Cements tanked 17.16
per cent and ACC fell 13.04 per
cent.

In the broader market,
the 30-share BSE benchmark
tumbled 874.16 points or 1.45
per cent to settle at 59,330.90.

In two days, the Adani
group firms have lost a whop-
ping �4,17,824.79 crore from
their market valuation. The
market valuation of Adani
Total Gas plummeted
�1,04,580.93 crore, while that
of Adani Transmission erod-
ed by �83,265.95 crore. Adani
Enterprises market capitalisa-
tion (mcap) fell by �77,588.47
crore, Adani Green Energy lost
�67,962.91 crore and Adani
Ports (�35,048.25 crore).

The market valuation of
Ambuja Cements declined by
�23,311.47 crore, Adani Power
by �10,317.31 crore, ACC by
�8,490.8 crore and Adani
Wilmar by �7,258.7 crore.

From the Sensex pack,
SBI fell the most by 5.03 per
cent. ICICI Bank by 4.41 per
cent, IndusInd Bank by 3.43
per cent, Axis Bank by 2.07
per cent, Kotak Bank by
2.03 per cent, HDFC Bank
by 1.96 per cent, Reliance by
1.9 per cent and HDFC by
1.87 per cent.
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India on Friday carried out a
test of indigenously designed

Hypersonic Technology
Demonstrator Vehicle
(HSDTV) off the Odisha coast.
This niche technology is only
available with three other coun-
tries — the US, China and
Russia.  

It will enable development
of hypersonic missiles which
can travel at six times the
speed of sound.

The  Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO) carried out the test.
The DRDO had conducted
three tests earlier in 2019, 2020
and 2021. The aim of the
HSDTV project is to have a

scramjet engine which can fly
at an altitude of 15 to 20 km.

A scramjet engine (super-
sonic-combustion ramjet) is
one which can operate at
hypersonic speeds.

Hypersonic missiles can
travel at speeds faster than
Mach 5 (five times the speed of
sound) or 3,800 miles per hour,
much faster than other ballis-
tic and cruise missiles. They are
highly manoeuvrable and do
not follow a predictable arc as
they travel. They can deliver
conventional or nuclear pay-

loads within minutes.
A Hypersonic Vehicle can

be an airplane, missile, or
spacecraft.

The Indian hypersonic
vehicle will take another three
to four years to become fully
operational.

In 2020, the DRDO suc-
cessfully demonstrated the
hypersonic air-breathing
scramjet technology with the
flight test of HSTDV.

With this successful
demonstration, many critical
technologies such as aerody-
namic configuration for hyper-
sonic manoeuvers, use of
scramjet propulsion for igni-
tion and sustained combustion
at hypersonic flow, thermo-
structural characterisation of
high temperature materials,
separation mechanism at
hypersonic velocities were
proven.   

Apart from being used as
a vehicle for hypersonic long-
range cruise missiles, the
HSTDV is a dual-use technol-
ogy that will have multiple
civilian applications, including
the launching of small satellites
at low cost.
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Soldier-turned-politician and
scion of erstwhile royal fam-

ily of Patiala Capt Amarinder
Singh may soon get a new role
as Governor of Maharashtra.

Speculation is rife that
the BJP leadership has arrived
at a consensus over veteran
politician’s name for the
gubernatorial post. The devel-
opment came days after the
incumbent BS Koshyari
expressed his desire to leave
Raj Bhavan.

In December, the BJP
included Capt Amarinder in
its  National Executive.

The eighty-year-old has
already handed over the
responsibility of his home
constituency, Patiala, to his
daughter Jai Inder Kaur.

Punjab BJP president
Ashwani Sharma, when asked
about the development, said
that he has no idea about the
same as yet. 
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The 74th Republic Day
was celebrated at
CMHQ, Ranchi on

January 26,2023 with great
pride and patriotic fervour.
Chief Guest of the event,
Partha Mazumder, Regional
Executive Director (RED),
Coal Mining unfurled the tri-
color flag to mark the cele-
brations.

On the occasion,
Mazumder said that NTPC
has been the biggest contrib-
utor to the country's energy
security and its coal mining
business is playing a signifi-
cant role to support the core
business. He congratulated all
for registering a year-on-year
growth of 56% for this fiscal
with coal production of 16.7
million tonnes as compared
to that of 10.7 million tonnes
during the corresponding
period of last financial year.
He also congratulated all for
achieving the highest ever
single-day coal production of
1 Lakh Metric Tonne on
25.01.2023.

He appreciated the efforts
of the coal mining team in

setting new benchmarks in
safe operation of coal mines
by adopting innovative ideas
and digital solutions for
enabling our workers in
achieving the goal of ‘Zero
Incidents’. Initiatives like e-
SMP (digital Safety
Management Plan);
‘Sachetan’ - a safety mobile
app for reporting of incidents,
checklists, digital library,
training calendar, social wall,
etc.; ‘Khanan Drishti’ – an in-
house web app for recording
and monitoring production
efficiency; and ‘Integrated
coal management system’ for

better control & surveillance
of coal dispatch system in the
operating mines have been
very much applauded by all.

RED (Coal Mining) while
mentioning the importance of
Rajbhasha which holds in fos-
tering mutual understanding
& respect for one another ;
and preserving the wealth of
cultural & traditional her-
itage, shared the appreciation
received from the Hon’ble
Member of Parliament and
Coordinator (Prof.) Rita
Bahuguna Joshi during the
recent inspection by the sec-
ond sub-committee of the

Parliamentary Committee on
Official Language, for the sig-
nificant contribution of coal
mining region towards the
use of Hindi for official pur-
poses.

He also shared the mam-
moth efforts which went into
getting the approval from
Ministry of Coal for transfer
of mines to NTPC Mining
Limited (NML) and asked the
entire coal mining team to
reciprocate the intent of per-
forming the fundamental
duties enumerated in the con-
stitution, in all their work-
ings. He asked all members of
CMHQ to continue putting
their best effort in helping the
coal mining projects to per-
form. He also urged all to
take the challenges for fast-
track transfer of all land,
clearances etc. from NTPC to
NML.

For encouraging employ-
ees, children & family mem-
bers of CMHQ employees who
have demonstrated their
exemplary work in various
fields, Letter of Appreciation
certificates have been given
by RED (Coal Mining) on this
occasion.

NTPC CMHQ celebrates 74th
Republic Day with fervour

Tata Steel reiterates its commitment
to nation building on Republic Day

PNS

JAMSHEDPUR : Tata Steel
celebrated the 74th Republic
Day at its plant in Jamshedpur
by reiterating its pledge to
build a stronger India that will
be fully committed to the
country’s long-term sustain-
ability goals even as it contin-
ues to invest in nurturing
world-class human capital.

The Republic Day celebra-
tion at the company’s
Jamshedpur plant where the
Tata Steel story had started
115 years ago was led by
Sanjiv Paul, Vice President,
Safety, Health and

Sustainability with the enthu-
siastic participation of
employees and community
members in large numbers.
Addressing the gathering at
the national flag unfurling
ceremony, he highlighted the
organisation’s commitment to
nation building, as well as
recent accomplishments while
also setting context for strate-
gic priorities to foster engage-
ment and commitment of
employees.

“Together, as a nation, we
must leverage every opportu-
nity to build an India we can
all be proud of. Our strong
economic fundamentals make
India a more attractive and
stable destination for
investors – and a key lever to
our journey of progress will
continue to be the manufac-
turing sector, which has the
potential to be a catalyst of
societal transformation
besides adding value to the
nation. Committed to India’s
growth, Tata Steel is in the
unique and enviable position
where we can help deliver on
India’s manufacturing aspira-

tions to achieve atma nirbhar-
ta (self-reliance),” Paul said.

Tata Steel will pursue the
nation building goal on the
strength of its world-class
manufacturing capabilities
without compromising its long
term sustainability principles
and by investing in human
capital that is both capable
and diverse.

“Another area of focus that
can no longer be ignored is the
issue of climate change. This
is a subject that is no longer
something debated by the
elite, but something that
everyone has realised. The
world’s acceptance of this as a
challenge and the need to deal
with it has been accelerated.
Circularity and resource effi-
ciency have become increas-
ingly important. While we at
Tata Steel made some moves
on this front, we need to do
more,” he added.

Tata Steel has already
committed to being net-neu-
tral in carbon across our oper-
ations in India, Europe and
Thailand by 2045. This puts it
ahead of any other company

of comparable size as well as
25 years before India’s com-
mitment to being net zero.
“That of course needs a lot of
doing and the younger mem-
bers of the Tata Steel family
need to ensure this,” he said.

In 2022, apart from being
recognised as Sustainability
Champions by worldsteel for
the sixth year running, Tata
Steel was also ranked 9th
among the 128 companies
assessed globally by
Sustainalytics — a leap for-
ward from 2021 when we
stood 29th among 140 compa-
nies. The company also
secured the top rank among
the assessed top global steel
producing companies. Three
sites at Jamshedpur works
have also received
ResponsibleSteel certification.

As a company known for
its pioneering human
resource policies that were
well ahead of its time, Tata
Steel will continue to focus on
investing in its people that are
not only capable but also rep-
resent India’s unique
strengths in terms of diversity.

Republic Day: Padma Shri Janum Singh Soy felicitated
PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

On the occasion of 74th Republic
Day, Health Minister Banna Gupta
hoisted the National Flag and felici-
tated Jamun Singh Soy of Ghatshila,
who has been bestowed with
Padma Shri award this year. Soy
has been awarded the Padma Shri
award by the Government of India
for his excellent work in the field of
language and literature.

Soy, formerly a professor of
Hindi department, was the first
head of department of Hindi in
Kolhan University in 2009-10. A
resident of Ghatshila, Soy was a
faculty at the Ghatshila
Government College in his initial
years of teaching. On the occa-
sion, the display of the parade and
tableaux were the centre of main
attraction in the district level

function. Seven contingents par-
ticipated in the parade in which
Assistant Police got first, District
Police Force (Women) second and
NCC boys got third. In the same
tableau, the education depart-
ment got the first place, civil
defense got the second place and
the tableau of the transport office
got the third place. The winners

were awarded with trophies on
the occasion. In the tableau of the
Education Department, the band
of girl students of Kasturba
Gandhi Residential Girls School,
Patmada forced everyone to
applaud. The officers and person-
nel of the district administration
and the police department officers
and personnel who did excellent

work in the implementation of
government schemes/office relat-
ed works were honored by the
Minister. Apart from the winner,
all the platoon commanders and
parade commanders were also
awarded by the Hon'ble Minister
on the occasion.

Gupta, in his address, while
saluting the brave fighters of the
country, extended hearty greetings
and best wishes to the people of the
state and the district on the occa-
sion of Republic Day. He said that
we got constitutional freedom on 26
January 1950. The contribution of
Babasaheb Ambedkar cannot be
forgotten who played an important
role in providing constitutional free-
dom. He also placed the develop-
ment works being done by the state
government under the leadership of
Chief Minister Hemant Soren in

front of the people in his address.
He noted that every successful
effort is being made to make the
state prosperous and advanced. On
the 74th Republic Day, Deputy
Commissioner Vijaya Jadhav,
Deputy Commissioner's office, col-
lectorate, ITDA office, Red Cross
Society's office, Senior
Superintendent of Police Prabhat
Kumar, office, SSP office and Police
Line, Sub-Divisional Officer
Dhalbhum Piyush Sinha, SDO,
Satyaveer Rajak in Ghatshila Sub-
Divisional Office, District Public
Relations Officer Rohit Kumar
saluted the national flag by hoisting
the flag in the Public Relations
Office, including BDOs and COs in
block cum zonal offices, station in-
charges in police stations, non-gov-
ernment institutions and education-
al institutions.

BJP leaders hoists
flags on Republic Day

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

On the occasion of 74th Republic Day, former state spokesperson of
Jharkhand BJP, Amarpreet Singh Kale hoisted flags at dozens of
places including Bhalubasa, Janata Club, Singhada Maidan,
Burmamines. Flag hoisting was done by chief guest Dr. Manju
Dubey in Naman office. On this occasion, Dubey said that on this
auspicious day, let us all take a re-pledge to protect the Constitution
and strengthen love, brotherhood and social harmony in the coun-
try, along with the discharge of democratic traditions.

Dr. Kailash Dubey said that the aura of India as the largest
republic, a symbol of the power of unity, integrity and sovereignty of
Republic Day, influences and inspires the whole world. All the
colours of the wonderful diversity of our earth are included in our
identity Tricolor. While thanking the programme, Kale said that
today we salute all the freedom fighters, constitution makers and
brave soldiers who have dedicated their lives to liberate, strength-
en and protect the country. Dedicated to the greatness of democra-
cy and constitutional values, Republic Day inspires us to discharge
our duties towards the nation. It is our ultimate duty to protect the
democratic values of India. Let us take this opportunity to contribute
to the progress of the country by ensuring our commitment to the
ideals and values enshrined in the Constitution. Let us all take a
pledge to keep the unity, integrity and sovereignty of the nation
intact. On this occasion, Brijbhushan Singh, Jayprakash Rai,
Raghavendra Sharma, Sukhwinder Singh Nikku, Raju Marwah,
Mahendra Singh, Rupesh Katiyar, Ramkewal Mishra, Santlal
Pathak, Bipin Jha, Bittu Tiwari, Pankaj Verma, Jitendra Tiwari,
Sandeep were mainly present at the Naman office.

'Jharkhand moving forward
on path of development'
VINOD PRASAD :
LOHARDAGA

On the occasion of Republic
Day, Jharkhand's Finance
Minister cum Lohardaga MLA
Dr. Rameshwar Oraon hoisted
the flag at the stadium located
at BS College, Lohardaga. On
this occasion, while address-
ing the residents of the dis-
trict, the minister said that
the government is working on
several public welfare
schemes keeping in mind the
people living at the last rung
of the society. Many other
development schemes are
being run including
Sarvpension Yojana,
Savitribai Phule Kishori
Samridhi Yojana, Kanya Daan
Yojana, Employment Scheme,
Livestock Scheme, Sukhad
Rahat Yojana, Food, Petrol
Subsidy Scheme. With every-
one's cooperation, we are
moving forward on the path
of development of the district
and the state. Tableaux were
presented by various depart-
ments on the occasion. Along
with this, various sports per-
sons who brought laurels to
the district were awarded.
First District Women Police
Force, Second NCC +2
Kasturba Girls High School
Lohardaga, Third Ursuline

Girls High School Lohardaga,
and Best Company
Commander Award was given
to Suresh Ojha in the parade
by the minister. In the
tableau, first education
department, second scout and
guide and third transport
department were given.

Eklavya Girls Model High
School Kujra, Kasturba
Gandhi Girls School Senha,
KGBV Kudu, Nandlal High
School Aru Senha were also
honored in the cultural pro-
gram in band display. On this
occasion, Rajya Sabha MP
Dhiraj Prasad Sahu, Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Waghmare
Prasad Krishna,
Superintendent of Police R
Ramkumar, Deputy
Development Commissioner
Sameera S, CRPF
Commandant Rahul Kumar,
Zilla Parishad President
Reena Kumari, District Level
Officers, Police Officers, digni-
taries and a large number of
women including, men, chil-
dren were present.

Grand celebration of Republic Day at BSL
R SHARMA : BOKARO

Bokaro Steel Plant observed
the 74th Republic Day of India
amidst patriotic fervour.
During this occasion Director-
in-charge of BSL Amarendu
Prakash, Executive Director
(Works) BK Tiwari, ED
(Finance and Accounts) S.
Rangani, ED (MM , P&A)
Amitabh Srivastava ,
ED(Mines) J Das Gupta,
ED(Projects) CR Mohapatra,
DIG  (CISF)  S Rai, TA Chief BS
Popli, Chairperson Mahila
Samiti Anita Tiwari, GMs
including other senior officers
of the plant, Birhor children
studying under Jyoti Yojana,
various dignitaries and resi-
dents of the city were present
in large numbers.  DIC
Prakash unfurled the national
flag at the stadium and inspect-
ed the parade and took the
salute. During this, Deputy
Inspector General (CISF) S Rai

was also present with him.
Notably CISF and BSL security
department personnel, CISF
fire service contingent and NCC
cadets were included in the
parade.

In his address, DIC
Amarendu Prakash wished
everyone a happy Republic
Day and gave the message of
building a better and brighter
future through collective
efforts. During the Republic
Day celebrations, DIC Prakash
gave citations to 61 personnel
of Security Department of CISF,
BSL for their excellent service
and Director Incharge trophy
for Best Shift Incharge to 20
personnel of BSL, Ambedkar

Award to 7 personnel and
Implementor and Suggester
Award to 36 personnel. The
children of Chinmaya
Vidyalaya, GGPS Sector-6 and
Chas mesmerized everyone by
presenting an attractive cultur-
al programme. A tableau by
BSL Security Engineering
Department and an attractive
presentation of drill and dog
show by CISF jawans were pre-
sented at the ceremony.

It is noteworthy that
Renovated OPD Complex and
Pharmacy Queue Management
System were inaugurated at
BGH by DIC  Prakash on this
occasion. Also on the occasion
of Republic Day, Mahila Samiti
President Anita Tiwari hoisted
the national flag in the
Swavalamban campus and
also distributed fruits among
the patients in BGH. Other
members of the committee
were also present on the occa-
sion.

R-DAY AND
SARASWATI PUJA 
CELEBRATED AT GJMC
AVINASH ANJAN : HAZARIBAG

Republic Day and
Saraswati Puja were cele-
brated with pomp in Gyan
Jyoti Memorial College.On
Republic Day, the flag was
hoisted jointly by Principal
Shambhu Kumar and
Secretary Vinay Kumar, in
which all the teachers and
non-teaching staff and stu-
dents of GM Group of
Colleges were present.On
this occasion, Secretary
Vinay Kumar said that this
is an important day in
Indian history, on which
there is a happy combina-
tion of Saraswati Puja and
Republic Day. India is the
largest democratic country
in the world as well as the
largest republic.India is
celebrating 74th Republic
Day today, in these 74
years, we have established
governance in a constitu-
tional manner and changes
in constitution and govern-
ments have happened on
the basis of public opin-
ion.Professor Ranjan
Kumar had an important
contribution as the con-
venor of Saraswati Puja
Committee of Gyan Jyoti
Memorial College.Principal
Shambhu Kumar, President
of Saraswati Puja
Committee, said that
organizing Saraswati Puja
is a historic moment for
educational institutions, in
which brotherhood, love
and cultural exchange
between students are
strengthened. Since then,
Saraswati Puja has been
organized and will contin-
ue to do so in the future.All
the teachers, non-teaching
staff and students of GM
Group of Colleges had a
commendable contribution
in making both the pro-
grams successful.

Republic Day celebrated in SAIL Ranchi units
PNS : RANCHI

SAIL Ranchi Units celebrated 74th Republic Day with
Nationalistic Fervour and Traditional Gaiety. At Ispat
Bhawan, Nirvik Banerjee, ED (RDCIS) hoisted the tricolour in
the august presence of Sanjeev Kumar, ED(HRD); Asish
Chakraborty, ED(SSO); Sanjay Kumar, CGM (CET) and other
employees & their family members. Apart from Ispat
Bhawan, the Tricolour was also hoisted at MTI by Sanjeev Kumar, ED(HRD); at SAIL CSR school by Asish
Chakraborty, ED(SSO); at SEWA office by P Mala Hemrom, CGM (P&A). Children flew balloons at MTI.
A cultural program by CSR school children was enthralling. In his address Nirvik Banerjee congratulat-
ed everyone on the occasion of republic day. He highlighted the contribution of SAIL in making steel of
high quality that is used in major national projects like ATAL Tunnel, Dhola-Sadiya Bridge, Yamuna
express way etc. Shri Sanjeev Kumar reminded every one of the past struggles of our freedom fighters
and the fundamental duties that we need to perform. Asish Chakraborty in his address stressed on the
commitment of SSO toward zero accident steel production and dedicated this to the country. Sanjay
Kumar in his address highlighted the contribution of our freedom fighters.

R Day celebrated with
patriotic fervour at CTPS
PNS : BOKARO

Republic Day was celebrated with
traditional patriotic zeal in
Chandrapura Thermal Power
Station (CTPS), a unit of Damodar
Valley Corporation (DVC). Chief
Engineer and Project Head Sunil
Kumar Pandey hoisted the flag at the
football ground.

Sunil Kumar Pandey, Chief
Engineer and Project Head,
addressed the crowd; encouraging
Chandrapura residents to collabo-
rate with DVC management to
secure the city's bright future, he
said, “We are ready to take the next
step with the rest of us.”

He stated that plans are under-
way to build a new 800 MW facility
here very soon. We must all work
together to achieve this goal. DVC

management is properly fulfilling its
Corporate Social Responsibility
requirements.

“We are doing everything, we
can help as many individuals as pos-
sible in this region. People living
unlawfully in decaying houses, he
continued, should make their own
arrangements. Otherwise, DVC
administration would soon demolish
all of these decaying houses,” he
added.

Rourkela Steel Plant celebrates 74th Republic Day of India
PNS : BOKARO

Rourkela Steel Plant (RSP)
celebrated the 74th Republic
Day of India in a grand way.
More than 2000 students and
employees of RSP took part in
the celebrations that was wit-
nessed by thousands of
Rourkelites.  Atanu
Bhowmick, DIC, RSP graced
the occasion as the Chief
Guest unfurled the National
Flag, inspected the parade
and took the salute at an
impressive march past to the

tune of Delhi Public School
Band by 58 contingents.
Scouts, Guides, Combat and
Civilian troupes from various
educational institutions of the
City, troupes from CISF
including RSP’s Fire Services,

Nurses Training Institute and
SAIL Hockey Academy added
colour to the splendid march
past.

Extending his heartiest
greetings and good wishes to
each and every Rourkelite on
the occasion, the DIC said
“With our nation celebrating
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, we
have entered the Amrit Kaal
and we, at Rourkela Steel
Plant, can also hold our heads
high having contributed our
bit for taking our great Nation
to unprecedented heights.

CMPDI celebrates Republic Day with fervour
PNS : RANCHI

On the occasion of Republic Day,
Manoj Kumar, CMD, CMPDI unfurled
the National Flag and greeted all the
stakeholders. Earlier, Kumar
received Guard of Honor, inspected
the Parade contingents and received
Salutes from the marching contin-
gents. Kumar in his address said
that," CMPDI Against the target of 7
lakh meter drilling in the financial
year 2022-23, 3.94 lakh meter
drilling has been done till December,
2022, out of which 2.46 lakh meter
has been done through departmental
resources. Also, against the target of
875 line kilometer 2D/3D seismic sur-
vey, 441 line kilometer seismic survey
has been done by December, 2022, in
which 70 line kilometer has been
done through departmental
resources

R.N.Jha, Director
(Technical/RD&T); S.K Gomasta,
Director (Technical/CRD); Shankar
Nagachari, Director (Technical/ES);

Ajay Kumar, Director
(Technical/P&D); Sumeet Kumar
Sinha, Chief Vigilance Officer; AK
Rana , Senior Advisor (Mining),
Jayant Chakraborty, Regional
Director, Regional Institute-3, Ranchi;
Trade Union Representatives,
CMOAI's representative and mem-
bers of CMPDI family were present.

On this occasion, the CMD award-
ed Rakhi Bandhan Gope, Assistant
Security Sub-Inspector for excellent
services and Shyam Mahto, DGR
security personnel Havildar for devo-
tion to duty.

DPS BOKARO COMMEMO-
RATES REPUBLIC DAY
PATRIOTICALLY
PNS : BOKARO

The celebration of Republic
Day at DPS Bokaro was a
grand affair with the entire
school community coming
together to mark the occa-
sion. The event was graced
by the presence of the
Principal, Dr. AS Gangwar, who had the honour
of unfurling the national flag, while the national
anthem filled everyone's heart with patriotism.

Dr. Gangwar highlighted the importance of
the day and the significance of the Indian
Constitution. He spoke about the rights and
duties of citizens and the need to uphold the val-
ues of democracy and unity. He also urged the
students to build a strong and prosperous
nation. The celebration overall was memorable
and meaningful, which instilled a sense of pride
and patriotic spirit among the students and staff.
The school community paid homage to the
Constitution of India and reaffirmed its commit-
ment to building a better nation.
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IN BRIEF
REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATIONS AT SBPS
The 74th Republic Day was celebrated

on 26th January 2023 in the premises
of Sarala Birla Public School, Ranchi with
all its majesty and glory. The day started
with the unfurling of the national flag fol-
lowed by the national anthem in the pres-
ence of Dr. Pradip Varma, School Head
Personnel and Admin and Mrs. Paramjit Kaur, Principal SBPS
Ranchi. The students of the four houses led by the NCC marched
rhythmically to the drum beats played by the school band.  They
saluted the National Flag and pledged to uphold the honour and
dignity of the country. The students of the choir group filled the
atmosphere with love for their motherland through a patriotic
song. The celebration came to a close with the students as well as
the teachers singing the National song 'Vande Mataram' filling the
atmosphere with patriotic fervour and reverence and pride in
their hearts for the nation.

INNERWHEEL CLUB CELEBRATES R-DAY
Flag hoisting was done by the chil-

dren of N.C.C on the occasion of
74th year of Republic Day under the
aegis of Innerwheel Club of
Swarnarekha Ranchi District 325.
Food packets and copy books, pens,

pencils, rubber etc. were distributed among those children. Club's
ISO Neeta Shekhar Padma Banka etc participated on this occasion. 

ECRWWO DOES SOCIAL WORK ON R-DAY
On the occasion of 74th Republic Day,

Bharti Sharma, President of East
Central Railway Women's Welfare
Organization, Hajipur, on behalf of the
organization presented blankets to the
patients admitted in the Central Hospital,
Patna. On this occasion, Seema Goyal,
Secretary of East Central Railway Women's Welfare Organization
and Shruti Mishra, Treasurer were also present.

CM launches Budha Pahad Development Project worth Rs 100 Cr
DISTRIBUTED ASSETS WORTH RS 1.25 CRORE AMONG BENEFICIARIES

NITYANAD DUBEY :
RANCHI

On a day full of new
hopes and expecta-
tions and the result of
the untiring efforts of

Chief Minister Hemant Soren,
the remote and inaccessible
area of Budha Pahad in
Garhwa affected by extrem-
ism is now ready to join the
mainstream and write a new
chapter of development. The
CM inaugurated the Budha
Pahar Development Project
(BPDP) after reaching the
Maoist stronghold on Friday.
Under this project, all the
basic necessary essential and
basic facilities will be provid-
ed in this area with Rs 100
Crore. The CM said that in
Budha Pahar area of Tehri
Panchayat of Garhwa district,
instead of crackling of bul-
lets, the echo of development
would be heard.

While addressing the local
people at Budha Pahar, the
CM said that once this area
was witness to the terror of
Maoists. The Maoists had
kept the whole area under
their control. However, our
security forces have made
the entire area Naxal free by
giving a tough challenge to
the Maoists. Today we all
have gathered here and are
going to make a new begin-
ning of development. Perhaps
for the first time such a

pleasant atmosphere is being
seen here. In the coming
days, this area will also prove
to be a milestone in terms of
development.

The CM said that due to
whatever reason the youth
have taken the path of disori-
entation. I tell them to come
back to the mainstream. He
said that deviating from the
mainstream is not the solu-
tion to any problem, you can
lead a better and safer life
only by staying in the main-
stream. Soren said that with

the help of guns, you can cre-
ate an atmosphere of fear
and dread for some time, but
it is neither in your interest
nor in the interest of the soci-
ety. Leave the gun and join
the government. Today the
government is working to
cover you with schemes by
coming to your doorstep. By
joining these schemes,
choose the way to live with
respect and self-respect. The
CM said that today the gov-
ernment has a better policy
for surrender of people who

have deviated from the main-
stream. He said that on the
one hand, the government
not only makes them benefit
from the government's
schemes for their develop-
ment, but also makes com-
plete arrangements for the
open jail for them to live with
their families and for the
education of their children.
The CM said that the govern-
ment has made plans for the
development of every section
and class. Plans are being
implemented according to
your hopes and expectations.
You take advantage of these
schemes. Through these
schemes, you become so
strong, self-reliant and self-
reliant that you never need to
take ration and grants from
the government.

He said that today a
change is taking place in
society. Men and women are
not less than each other in
any sense. In many ways,
more women than men are
working consciously. By get-
ting help from the govern-
ment, she is earning profit by
taking tractors and passen-
ger vehicles and giving them
on rent and is uplifting her
family. Soren said that the
government has planned to
promote forest products.
Under this, the MSP of forest
produce will be fixed, so that
the villagers dependent on it
can get a reasonable price

for the forest produce. The
government will buy these
forest products.

The CM said that the gov-
ernment is going to work to
open a medicine shop in
every village. People who
have studied up to Inter will
also be able to get licenses to
open these medicine shops.
Along with this, these medi-
cine shops will be connected
with the government doctor
through mobile, where 24
hours online service will be
available. He said that many
of our forefathers had sacri-
ficed their lives for the pro-
tection of water, forest and
land. He said that his father
Dishome Guru Shibu Soren
had fought a long struggle by
mobilizing the tribals to get
the status of a separate state
for Jharkhand. Many agita-
tors had given their martyr-
dom. He did the work of
making people aware by
going to every corner. For
this, the then Prime Minister
Late Indira Gandhi also hon-
oured him. Today we have to
renovate Jharkhand accord-
ing to the dreams of our fore-
fathers. The CM said that you
have given me a chance to
form the government. It is
our responsibility to solve
your problems. On this occa-
sion, people apprised the CM
about their problems. He
instructed the present offi-
cials to take initiative to solve

their problems. In this
sequence, he also had food
together with the villagers.

On this occasion, the CM
inaugurated a total of 175
schemes costing Rs 5 crore 2
lakh 79 thousand 939 under
the Budha Pahar  evelopment
Project (BPDP). In which 13
schemes worth Rs 1 crore 58
lakh 2 thousand 343 from
Special Central Assistance
Scheme, 01 scheme worth Rs
59 lakh 42 thousand 494
from Energy Department
(JREDA), 48 from

Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry and Cooperative
Department, Land
Conservation Division of
Jharkhand Government. A
total of 07 schemes worth Rs
50 lakh, 135 schemes worth
Rs 2 crore 10 lakh 35 thou-
sand 438 under MNREGA and
19 schemes worth Rs 26 lakh
49 thousand 664 in the 15th
fiscal are included. About
5500 families of 11 villages of
Tehri and Harsi Panchayat
will be benefited by the
schemes.

On this occasion, the CM
distributed assets worth Rs 1
crore 25 lakh 81 thousand
303 among 429 beneficiaries,
which include Mini Tractor,
Pumpset, Burmi Bed, Seeds,
Agricultural Equipment Kit,
Food Grain Ration Kit,
Community Investment Fund,
Football Kit etc. During this,
acceptance letters were also
distributed to the beneficiar-
ies of Chief Minister
Employment Generation
Program, Savitribai Phule
Kishori Samriddhi Yojana,
Chief Minister Pashudhan
Yojana, Sarvajan Pension
Yojana, Mission Vatsalya,
Green Ration Card, etc.

On this occasion, Drinking
Water and Sanitation Minister
Mithilesh Kumar Thakur,
Chief Secretary Sukhdev
Singh, Principal Secretary to
Chief Minister Rajeev Arun
Ekka, DGP Neeraj Sinha,
Secretary to Chief Minister
Vinay Kumar Choubey,
Secretary Abubakar Siddiqui,
ADG Campaign Sanjay Latkar,
IG Campaign Amol Homkar,
CRPF IG Jharkhand Amit
Kumar, Commissioner Jata
Shankar Chowdhary, IG
Palamu Zone Rajkumar
Lakra, Deputy Commissioner
Garhwa Ramesh Gholap,
Superintendent of Police
Anjani Jha and head of Tehri
Panchayat along with a large
number of villagers were
present .

Chief Minister Hemant Soren holds a girl
child during Budha Pahad Development
Project (BPDP) launching programme at
Tehri Panchayat of Garhwa on Friday. PNS

Chief Minister Hemant Soren distributes assets
among beneficiaries during Budha Pahad
Development Project (BPDP) launching 
programme at Tehri Panchayat of Garhwa on 
Friday. PNS

Guv, CM unfurl tricolour in Ranchi, Dumka

PNS : RANCHI

On the occasion of 74th
Republic Day, Governor

Ramesh Bais unfurled the
national flag at Morhabadi
Maidan in State capital, while
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
unfurled the tricolour at
Dumka's Police Line Maidan
on Thursday.

In Dumka, Chief Minister
Hemant Soren in his address
said that the government has
taken a resolution to fulfill the
promises it has made to peo-
ple. Highlighting the various
schemes launched by the
JMM/Congress government,
the CM said that old pension
scheme has been implement-

ed from October 1, 2022. A
bill has been passed to
increase the percentage for
SC, ST and backward classes
along with defining the local
policy on the basis of Khatian
of 1932.

Soren said that according
to the basic spirit of the
Constitution, special efforts
are being made for the wel-
fare of the poor, backward,
Dalits and minorities. Hara
Ration Card, Birsa Harit
Gram Yojana, Veer Shaheed
Poto Ho Khel Vikas Yojana,
Phulozhano Aashirwad
Abhiyan, Chief Minister
Employment Generation
Scheme, Sona-Sobran Dhoti-
Sari Distribution Scheme,

Scholarship Scheme and
Sarvajan Pension Schemes
have been started.

On the other hand,
Governor Ramesh Bais
reached the Jharkhand War
Memorial at Deepatoli before
reaching Morhabadi Maidan,
where he paid tribute to the
brave martyrs by garlanding
them. After that, he hoisted
the flag at Morhabadi Maidan
at 9 am and saluted the flag.
Thereafter, the Governor
inspected the parade of the
Armed Forces Combined

In his address, the
Governor said that since its
formation, the government
has done many works for
public welfare and has started
many new programs. A total
of 226 blocks in 22 districts of
the state have been declared
drought-hit, affecting the
livelihood of more than 30
lakh farmers.

Bais said that under the
Chief Minister's Drought
Relief Scheme, the govern-
ment is providing a relief
grant amount of Rs.3500 to
each drought-affected family
to provide immediate relief. It
is the priority of the govern-
ment to protect women's self-
reliance and their dignity and
social rights. The government
is making girls capable and
self-reliant through Savitribai
Phule Kishori Shramik
Samriddhi Yojana.

The Governor further said
that skill training is being
imparted under the
Mukhyamantri Sarathi Yojana
to make proper use of the

human resources of the state
and to make the youth skilled
and employable. Under this
scheme, free skill training will
be provided to two lakh youth
every year. The government is
running the Sarvajan Pension
Yojana to discharge its public
welfare obligations. Under
this, all eligible old age,
widow and disabled pension-
ers are being benefited from
the pension scheme. About 20
lakh people are getting bene-
fits from this scheme.

The Governor said that he
has full faith that if both the
government and the citizens
discharge their duties and
responsibilities honestly, we
will definitely be successful in

building a strong and pros-
perous Jharkhand. Tableaux
prepared by various depart-
ments, boards and corpora-
tions were also displayed in
the programme. The best
parading contingents and
tableaux were awarded in the
Republic Day celebrations.
Here, every year on January
26, on the occasion of
Republic Day, the At Home
program and the collective
band display program organ-
ized at Raj Bhavan will be
held on Friday this time.
Governor, Chief Minister,
Minister and many dignitaries
will participate in this pro-
gram proposed at Ashok
Vatika of Raj Bhavan.

Chief  Minister Hemant Soren salutes
the national flag on the occasion of
the 74th Republic Day, in Dumka on
Thursday. PNS

Governor Ramesh Bais inspects the
parade on the occasion of the 74th
Republic Day, in Ranchi on Thursday.
Pix by Ratan Lal

74th R-Day celebrated
with fervour in CCL
PNS : RANCHI

Central Coalfield Limited (CCL) celebrated the 74th Republic
Day with great patriotic zeal and fervour. The celebrations, held
at the Gandhi Nagar colony, Ranchi, commenced with the
unfurling of the National Flag by CCL CMD, PM Prasad, followed
by singing of the National Anthem.

Director Technical (Operation), RB Prasad, Director
Technical (P&P), B Sairam, Director (Personnel), Harsh Nath
Mishra, CVO, Pankaj Kumar, CISF DIG, Dr DP Parihar, TS to
CMD, Alok Singh, General Managers, HoDs, representatives of
trade union and other stakeholders were present to grace the
occasion.

In his address, Prasad highlighted the importance of the
constitution and eulogized constitution-makers and martyrs. He
said that In the current fiscal CCL has registered double digit
growth and is on the way to achieve the 76 MT target . He fur-
ther stated that CCL is  going to build a 200 bed Super-Speciality
Hospital in Ranchi and the company will build a 5000 seater
modern library for students. In addition to this, CCL signed a
MoU with Akshay Patra Foundation and Ramgarh administra-
tion to establish a Centralised Kitchen to facilitate mid-day meal
meals for students.

After a span of two years, a grand celebration was organ-
ised by CCL . The highlight of the program was the themed
tableau prepared by the operational areas of the company.

Earlier Director (Personnel), HN Mishra, unfurled the Indian
National Flag at Darbhanga House, CCL HQ and Central hospi-
tal Gandhinagar.

74TH REPUBLIC
DAY CELEBRATED
AT XISS

Xavier Institute of Social
Service (XISS), Ranchi,

celebrated the 74th Republic
Day on the campus on
Thursday. The ceremony was
graced by Dr Amar E Tigga,
Dean Academics, XISS, Fr
Claber Minz, Finance Officer,
Head of all Programmes,
Faculty, Staff, and students.
The event began with the
hoisting of the tricolor by the
Dean Academics followed by
singing the national anthem
by students. In his message
during the gathering, Dr
Tigga congratulated each one
present for being part of our
united nation and said, “It is
an auspicious occasion, and a
day to remember the sacri-
fices of freedom fighters.
Republic Day is incomplete if
we do not respect the consti-
tution, this country is ours
and we cannot leave its
responsibility to any one else.
The future of our great nation
and our institution is in our
very own hands and when we
talk about competing at the
international level, we have
to be prepared for everything
and also focus on how to
improve education”.

BANK OF INDIA
CELEBRATES R-DAY
Republic Day was celebrat-

ed with great pomp by
Bank of India (BoI), Ranchi
Zone at Church Road branch
premises. The flag was hoist-
ed by the chief guest of the
program, Deputy General
Manager, State Level Bankers
Committee, Jharkhand,
Subodh Kumar. He greeted
the 74th Republic Day and
Basant Panchami and saluted
the makers of the Constitution
remembering the journey
from independent India to
becoming a republic.

REPUBLIC DAY CEL-
EBRATED AT RRD
On the auspicious occasion of
74th Republic Day, Divisional
Railway Manager Pradeep
Gupta hoisted the flag at
Durga Puja Ground, Hatia on
Thursday. After the flag hoist-
ing, the DRM inspected the
parade and in his address, he
said that we all celebrate 26th
January as a national festival.
As is known to all, this nation-
al festival is celebrated on 26
January 1950 to celebrate the
coming into force of the
Constitution in our country
after independence and every
year we celebrate 26 January
as Republic Day. It is the duty
and responsibility of all of us
to keep contributing in nation
building according to the con-
stitution.

SCS CELEBRATES 74TH REPUBLIC DAY
Republic Day was cele-

brated in Surendranath
Centenary School with great
enthusiasm and patriotism.
Children of classes 6 to 9
presented a beautiful pro-
gramme in the school prem-
ises. The national flag was
unfurled by Madam
Principal Samita Sinha, NCC

cadets displayed a spectacular march past which was led by the
senior cadet Siddharth Kaushal. It was witnessed by the school
fraternity. School choir sang a patriotic song which filled the
atmosphere with nationalism and patriotism. A patriotic dance
was also performed by classes VI to IX students. The children
took on oath to overcome all difficulties and pass every exam of
their life and not let the sacrifice of these martyrs go in vain.
Principal Samita Sinha said that every Indian ought to read and
infer the true meaning of the Preamble written in our
Constitution .It's time for introspection and do our duties
towards our nation. We must not leave any stone unturned and
give our best for the welfare of our country.

DPS RANCHI CELEBRATES 74TH REPUBLIC DAY
Delhi Public School,

Ranchi celebrated the
74th Republic Day in great
patriotic spirit at its school
campus in presence of stu-
dents, teachers and staff.
The event began with the
National tricolour
unfurled by Principal, Dr. Ram Singh. The students, teachers
and staff of the school, in tune with the school band sang the
National Anthem creating an ambience which raised the devo-
tion towards our motherland. The patriotic vibe of the pro-
gramme was further enhanced with the synchronised march-
past by the students and NCC cadets. On this momentous occa-
sion the whole school echoed with the slogans of “Bharat Mata
Ki Jai” and “Vande Matram” and everyone took a pledge to pri-
oritize their obligations towards the nation. On this auspicious
day, a series of programmes was also organised in the school
campus.
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After Air India, the
Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
imposed a fine of �10 lakh on
Go First airline for leaving
behind 55 passengers at the
Bengaluru airport on January
9. A day after the incident, the
DGCA had issued a notice to
the airline over the incident. 

The passengers , who were
to board flight G8 116 to Delhi,
were left behind on the pas-
senger coach. The  airline
apologised for the incident,
which it said was "caused due
to an inadvertent oversight".

“Perusal of reply of M/s Go
First reveals that there was
improper communication,
coordination between terminal
coordinator (TC), commercial
staff and crew regarding board-
ing of passengers in the aircraft. 

The airline failed to ensure
adequate arrangement for
ground handling, preparation
of load and trim sheet, flight
dispatch and passenger/cargo
handling and therefore,
enforcement action in the form

of Financial Penalty of �10,
00,000/- (Rupees Ten Lakh
only) has been imposed for vio-
lation of CAR Section 3, Series
C, Part II and of Air Transport
Circular 02 of 2019,” the
DGCA said in an order. 

It further stated: “It is per-
tinent to mention that DGCA
has issued Civil Aviation
Requirements (CAR) Section -
3, Series-C, Part-II on
“Minimum Requirements for
Grant of Air Operator
Certificate to Operate
Scheduled Air Transport
Services (Passenger).” and Air
Transport Circular 02 of 2019
on ‘Facilities/Courtesies to
esteemed travelling public at
airports’." 

The aviation regulator had
said "multiple mistakes" could
be easily avoided. The DGCA
had sent notice to the airline for
"multiple mistakes" soon after
the incident and demanded an
explanation. Go First's response
revealed that there was improp-
er communication, coordina-
tion between terminal coordi-
nator, commercial staff, and
crew regarding boarding of

passengers in the aircraft, the
DGCA said, adding that the
airline failed to ensure adequate
arrangement for ground han-
dling, preparation of load and
trim sheet, flight dispatch, and
passenger/cargo handling. 

Flight G8 116 took off for
Delhi from Bengaluru's
Kempegowda International
Airport around 6.30 am on
January 9 this year, as 55 pas-
sengers, who had their board-
ing passes, and bags checked-
in, were left behind in one of
the four buses that took pas-
sengers to the aircraft. 

The passengers were
reportedly accommodated on
a flight that left four hours later,
at around 10 am. A day after
the incident, Go First, on
January 10, apologised for the
inconvenience caused to the
passengers due to an inadver-
tent oversight in the reconcil-
iation of the flight. It also said
that affected passengers will be
offered one free ticket for trav-
el on any domestic sector in the
next 12 months.

"The airline has initiated an
inquiry into the incident and
the matter is being investigat-
ed. All concerned staff (are) off
the roaster till the inquiry is
going on," it had said. On
January 24, DGCA imposed a
fine of �10 lakh on Air India for
not reporting two incidents of
unruly passenger behaviour
onboard a Paris-New Delhi
flight on December 6, 2022.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday advised former IPL

commissioner Lalit Modi to
refrain from public spats with
lawyers involved in his family
dispute. 

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and MM Sundresh
said parties are mature enough
not to make such statements
and asked the lawyers to sort
out the issue. The apex court
was hearing a petition on
Modi’s spat and posts in social
media against former Attorney
General Mukul Rohatgi.   "It is

nothing but an extension of the
outburst of a family member. 

Don't take it too far.
Whenever you start fighting
out in public, it is always detri-
mental...We are not passing
orders but you use your good
office to ensure that remedial

measures are taken," the bench
observed orally, without pass-
ing any orders. 

On August 1 last year, the
Supreme Court appointed for-
mer apex court judge Justice R
V Raveendran as a mediator to
settle a family property dispute
involving the former IPL head
and his mother Bina Modi.
Rohatgi is one of the counsels
representing Bina Modi in the
property dispute. 

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal
submitted before the bench
that there was an undertaking
of no posts while mediation
was going on.  "Comments are
being made while the media-

tion is going on.  These should
be taken down. This is a viola-
tion of the court orders," Sibal
said, pointing out Modi’s abu-
sive posts against Rohatgi in
social media. 

Senior advocate Harish
Salve, appearing for Lalit Modi,
said there was no breach of the
court order and this was just an
angry outburst. The top court
was apprised that the media-
tion process between the par-
ties was underway. Modi had
made a comment about
Rohatgi in an Instagram post.
Later, though another post, he
reportedly apologised to the
senior advocate.
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The Election Commission
told the Supreme Court

on Friday that it will take note
of the Kerala High Court order
suspending the conviction of
Lakshadweep MP Mohammed
Faizal in an attempt to murder
case, which had resulted in his
disqualification from the Lok
Sabha.

The apex court was hear-
ing a plea filed by Faizal chal-
lenging the Election
Commission's announcement
to conduct a by-election in his
erstwhile Lakshadweep con-
stituency. Soon after Faizal was
disqualified following his con-
viction in the case, the  EC had
said the by-poll would be con-

ducted on February 27 .
A Bench comprising

Justices KM Joseph and BV
Nagarathna noted the submis-
sion of senior advocate
Maninder Singh, appearing for
poll panel, that the EC action
will be in accordance with law
in the light of the HC’s stay on
the trial court’s conviction of
the NCP’s MP for 10 years in
an attempt to murder case. 

“It is submitted also that
the ECI went ahead as per the
trial court order (of convic-

tion). Without going into the
allegations or pronouncing on
any merits, we dispose of the
writ petition recording the
submission that action will be
taken by the ECI in accordance
with law in light of the HC
order of suspension of convic-
tion,” the bench said. 

Senior Advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Faizal, sub-
mitted before the bench that
the by-election cannot go on as
the high court has suspended
the conviction. 

Faizal, in his petition, said
the poll panel is proposing to
fill the seat without awaiting the
outcome of his plea for stay of
conviction and sentence in the
high court. He contended the
EC's announcement was arbi-
trary, unlawful and mala fide . 
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has attached 32
immovable and movable properties in

Maharashtra and Karnataka worth over Rs 69,65  crore
under the Prevention of Money Laundering (PMLA)
in a case relating to fraudulent issuance of TDS refund
of Rs 263 crore from Income Tax Department by
Tanaji Mandal Adhikari, Senior Tax Assistant and oth-
ers.

These attached assets include land, flats, luxury
cars which are held in the name of Bhushan Anant
Patil, Rajesh Shetty, Sarika Shetty, Kriti Verma and oth-
ers. Earlier, the agency had issued freezing orders
under PMLA in respect of 33 bank accounts of var-
ious entities having balances of Rs 96.23 crore and
seized cash of Rs 2.85 lakh.

The ED has initiated investigations under the
PMLA based upon an FIR registered by CBI on the
basis of written complaint of Additional Director
General (Vigilance)-4 CBDT about bogus issuance of
refunds for assessment Years 2007-08 and 2008-09.

Tanaji Mandal Adhikari, while working as a Senior
Tax Assistant, had access to RSA Tokens and login cre-
dentials of his supervisory authorities and he had

allegedly orchestrated the fraud in connivance with
others in fraudulently generatingTDS refunds exceed-
ing Rs 263 crore and transferred in various bank
accounts including the bank account of SB Enterprises
(a proprietary concern of Bhushan Anant Patil). 

CBI has filed charge sheet against Tanaji Mandal
Adhikari, Bhushan Anant Patil, Rajesh Shantaram
Shetty and others for committing offences under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), Prevention of Corruption

Act and Section 66 of Information Technology Act,
the ED said in a statement.

Investigation under PMLA revealed that, during
the period from November 15, 2019 to November 4,
2020, as many as 12 fraudulent TDS refunds were gen-
erated by Tanaji Mandal Adhikari amounting Rs.
263,95,31,870 which were fraudulently credited in the
account of SB Enterprises, it said.

These Proceeds of Crime (PoC) were subsequently
transferred into the bank accounts of Bhushan
Anant Patil and other related persons and entities and
also in shell companies.

PMLA probe revealed that immovable properties
in the form of lands at Lonavala, Khandala, Karjat,
Pune and Udupi areas, flats at Panvel and Mumbai
areas and movable assets in the form three luxury cars
( BMW X7, Mercedes GLS400d, Audi Q7) have been
acquired out of the proceeds of crime in their names
and in the names of other related persons. On iden-
tification of these assets, a Provisional Attachment
Order under PMLA was issued attaching 32 assets
worth Rs 69,65,99,720, it said.

Out of total Proceeds of Crime of Rs 263 crore,
assets of Rs 166 crore have been seized attached pro-
visionally, it added.  
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The three Services including
the Navy, IAF and Army

recently conducted the bienni-
al amphibious exercise
‘AMPHEX 2023’ to hone syn-
ergy in various facets of
amphibious operations, the
Navy said here on Friday. 

The latest edition of the
drill was the largest ever and
took place off Kakinada,
Andhra Pradesh for the first
time.

It was conducted from
January 17 to 22 and witnessed
the participation of a number
of amphibious ships consisting
of Large Platform Dock (LPD),
Landing Ships and Landing
Crafts, Marine Commandos
(MARCOS), helicopters and

aircraft from the Indian Navy.
Indian Army participated in
the exercise with over 900
troops which included Special
Forces, Artillery and Armoured
vehicles. Jaguar fighters and C
130 aircraft from the IAF also
participated in the exercise. 

The participating forces
undertook complex exercises in
all domains of amphibious
operations over five days.  The
exercise culminated in a suc-
cessful amphibious assault

which was reviewed by Vice
Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan, Chief
of Staff, Eastern Naval
Command, in the presence of
Force Commanders of the
Indian Navy and Indian Army.
‘AMPHEX 2023’ successfully
demonstrated the amphibious
capabilities and validated the
excellent coordination that
exists between the three
Services to undertake the full
spectrum of amphibious oper-
ations.
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The first-ever bilateral exer-
cise involving air forces of

India and Japan  concluded in
Japan on Thursday. Named
‘Veer Guardian 2023’, the exer-
cise was aimed at  stepping up
strategic and defence ties
between the two countries

Giving details of the 16-day
long exercise, officials said here
on Friday, Japan deployed its F-
2 and F-15 aircraft, while the
IAF contingent participated
with the Su-30 MKI aircraft.
The IAF fighter contingent
was complemented by one IL-
78 flight refueling aircraft and
two C-17 Globemaster strate-
gic airlift transport aircraft.

During the joint training, the
two Air Forces engaged in
complex and comprehensive
aerial manoeuvres in multiple
simulated operational scenar-
ios. The exercise involved pre-
cise planning and skillful exe-
cution by both the air forces.
IAF and Japan Air Self Defence
Force(JASDF)engaged in air
combat manoeuvring, inter-
ception and air defence mis-

sions, both in visual and
beyond visual range settings.
Aircrew of the two participat-
ing Air Forces also flew in each
other's fighter aircraft to gain
a deeper understanding of each
other's operating philosophies.

Exercise 'Veer Guardian
2023' provided the two Air
Forces with an opportunity to
enhance mutual understand-
ing. The exercise also wit-
nessed numerous ground inter-
actions between IAF and
JASDF personnel wherein var-
ious aspects were discussed by
both sides. This enabled the
participating contingents to
obtain an invaluable insight
into each other's best practices
and learn from each other’s
unique capabilities. 
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Antibiotic residues in waste-
water and wastewater

treatment plants in India and
China—both major producers
and consumers of antibiotics-
— may serve as hot spots for
the development of antibiotic
resistance in these regions,
posing a potential threat to
human health through expo-
sure to different sources of
water, including drinking water.

These observations of the
researchers from Karolinska
Institute were  published in The
Lancet Planetary Health. The
researchers also determined
the relative contribution of
various sources of antibiotic
contamination in waterways,
such as hospitals, municipali-
ties, livestock, and pharma-

ceutical manufacturing.
Bacteria that become resistant
to antibiotics are a global threat
that can lead to untreatable
bacterial infections in animals
and humans.

“Our results can help deci-
sion-makers to target risk
reduction measures against
environmental residues of pri-
ority antibiotics and in high-
risk sites, to protect human
health and the environment,”

says Nada Hanna, researcher at
the Department of Global
Public Health at Karolinska
Institutet in Sweden, and the
study’s first author. 

“Allocating these resources
efficiently is especially vital
for resource-poor countries
that produce large amounts of
antibiotics.” Antibiotics can
enter the environment during
their production, consump-
tion and disposal. Antibiotic
residues in the environment,
such as in wastewater and
drinking water, can contribute
to the emergence and spread of
resistance.

As per the publication,
“Antibiotic concentrations and
antibiotic resistance in aquat-
ic environments of the Western
Pacific and South-East Asia
Regions: a systematic review
and probabilistic environmen-

tal hazard assessment”, the
researchers examined the lev-
els of antibiotic residues that are
likely to contribute to antibiotic
resistance from different aquat-
ic sources in the Western
Pacific Region (WPR) and the
South-East Asia Region
(SEAR), regions as defined by
the World Health
Organization. These regions
include China and India, which
are among the world’s largest
producers and consumers of
antibiotics.

This was done by a sys-
tematic review of the literature
published between 2006 and
2019, including 218 relevant
reports from the WPR and 22
from the SEAR. The
researchers also used a method
called Probabilistic
Environmental Hazard
Assessment to determine

where the concentration of
antibiotics is high enough to
likely contribute to antibiotic
resistance.

Ninety-two antibiotics
were detected in the WPR, and
forty five in the SEAR.
Antibiotic concentrations
exceeding the level considered
safe for resistance develop-
ment (Predicted No Effect
Concentrations, PNECs) were
observed in wastewater, influ-
ents and effluents of wastewater
treatment plants and in receiv-
ing aquatic environments. 

The highest risk was
observed in wastewater and the
influence of wastewater treat-
ment plants. The relative
impact of various contributors,
such as hospital, municipal,
livestock, and pharmaceutical
manufacturing was also deter-
mined. 
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As senior  leaders of the BJP
including party chief J P

Nadda, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and others met
here a day ago and whetted the
list of candidates for the
upcoming Tripura assembly
elections, the Central  Election
Committee (CEC) of the BJP
met  on Friday evening  and
finalised the list. Thursday’s
meeting was also attended by
Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Saha, BJP's state incharge
Mahesh Sharma ,  Rajya Sabha
MP and former state CM

Biplab Deb and  North Eastern
States Convenor Sambit Patra.
Earlier in the day, BJP's Tripura
unit core group members met
at party leader and northeast
in-charge Patra's residence.

All members of the CEC
on Friday  attended the meet-
ing at the BJP headquarters and
also considered seat allocation
with the alliance partners, if any
, sources said. The 60-member
Tripura Assembly will go to
polls on February 16. The last
date for filling nominations is
January 30. The counting of
votes will be taken up on
March 2.Facing anti-incum-

bency, the BJP has a major
challenge from Congress-Left
alliance as well as from resur-
gent Trinamool Congress.In
2018, the BJP formed the gov-

ernment for the first time in
Tripura, ending the 20-year run
of the CPI(M). Like in Gujarat
and Uttarakhand, the BJP lead-
ership had, last year, changed

Chief Minister of Tripura,
replacing  Biplab Dev with
Saha who was a congress mem-
ber before joining  the saffron
party.
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Amid Bengal BJP’s disap-
proval of new Governor

CV Ananda Bose’s allegedly
“pro-Mamata Banerjee” lines,
party’s national vice-president
Dilip Ghosh on Friday advised
him to take a lesson or two
from Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar who was the State
Governor from 2019 to 2022.

Already unhappy about his
“pacifist” style --- unlike
Dhankhar who had several
run-ins with the Chief Minister
and the ruling Trinamool
Congress during his tenure --
- the State BJP leadership was
furious at Bose’s decision to
hold his “Bangla Hatekhori”
(initiation to Bengali letters) at
the Raj Bhavan in presence of
the Chief Minister.

Hatekhori is an age-old
ritual in Bengali households
wherein the children are intro-
duced to Bengali letters for the
first time in front of Goddess
Saraswati. Hence it takes place
on Vasant Panchami or
Saraswati Puja day.

“It is not necessary that you

would know everything from
the beginning. So he (the
Governor) should try to take
lessons from his predecessor
Jagdeep Dhankhar ji … I hope
he will have a meeting with the
Governor during his visit to
Delhi,” Ghosh said.

Earlier, State Opposition
Leader Suvendu Adhikari who
skipped the Hatekhori pro-
gramme calling it a drama
scripted by the Chief Minister
said “though I am no body to
lecture the Governor about
his functions I think he will be
briefed about responsibilities
when he is in Delhi.”

Hours after Bose got his
first lesson of Bengali alphabet
from a class three student
Diyangshi Roy --- at Raj
Bhavan where he was present-
ed with a Varna Parichay (the
basic book on Bengali letters)
written by Ishwar Chandra
Vidya Sagar --- he was sum-
marily summoned to the
national Capital on Thursday
evening hours after and hours
after Adhikari expressed his
displeasure with him.

The TMC leadership

immediately returned fire with
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
accusing the BJP leadership of
“trying to hijack the Raj
Bhavan.”

He said, “the BJP is angry
because the Governor is not
towing the line of Dhankhar …
they want to convert the Raj
Bhavan into BJP party office
which an intellectual of Bose’s
strature is reluctant to do.”

Wondering whether there
was any wrong in the Governor
trying to learn languages or the
Chief Minister attending a pro-
gramme at his official residence
TMC Rajya Sabha MP
Shantanu Sen said, “if the
Governor, wants to learn new
languages where is a harm in it

… if he invites the Chief
Minister to witness a social
programme at his residence
where is his fault … the BJP
does not believe in smooth
functioning of the State and so
it is trying to disturb the
Governor … it wants to enslave
the Raj Bhavan.”

Meanwhile, the Governor
who was presently touring
New Delhi on Friday visited a
Bengali medium school where
he watched Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Pariksha pe
Charcha programme along
with the students.

After the programme the
Governor said that the Prime
Minister was a great educator
and a universal teacher.
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Attacking the Centre, the
Congress on Friday alleged

that an "undeclared emergency"
prevailed in the country and an
attempt was being made to
"make the judiciary part of the
PMO".

Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said the Bharat
Jodo Yatra is aimed at high-
lighting such "dangers" facing
the country.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Ramesh said the
yatra is aimed at flagging
increasing economic disparity,
the RSS and the BJP allegedly
spreading social polarisation
for electoral advantage and the
"political dictatorship" prevail-
ing in the country.

He also said the ongoing
Bharat Jodo Yatra will not dis-
cuss political issues of Jammu
and Kashmir such as the abro-
gation of Article 370 and the
Gupkar Alliance as there will be
other opportunities to raise
those.

"There is an undeclared
emergency in the country.
There is rule by one person,
Parliament is being ignored,

debates don't take place in
Parliament. One example is of
the danger on our borders,
two-and-a-half years have
passed but it has not been dis-
cussed," Ramesh said, referring
to the border standoff between
India and China.

"Constitution is being
ignored, constitutional bodies
are being weakened and an
attempt is being made to
destroy the judiciary. Everyday
comments are being made,
there is an attempt to make the
judiciary part of the PMO
(Prime Minister's Office)," he
alleged.

His remarks come in the
backdrop of a raging debate
on the issue of appointments

to the higher judiciary with
the government questioning
the current collegium system
and the Supreme Court
defending it.

At the press conference,
Ramesh said, "So this question
why is the Congress out to
unite India when nobody is
breaking the country, we are
saying it is getting divided,
there are dangers and if we
don't act, the dangers will
increase. So we are raising our
voice against economic dis-
parities, social polarisation and
political dictatorship. We are
taking on the BJP and the RSS
ideologically. Election strategy
has nothing to do with the
yatra."
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Ashish Mishra, the son of
Union minister Ajay

Kumar Mishra, was released
from jail on Friday after the
Supreme Court had granted
him interim bail in the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence case.

Senior superintendent of
the Kheri district jail Vipin
Kumar Mishra told PTI, "He
(Ashish Mishra) has been
released from the jail. We have
got the release order from the
sessions court."

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday had granted eight-
week interim bail to him in the
2021 Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence which claimed eight lives.

A bench of Justice Surya
Kant and Justice J K
Maheshwari directed that
Ashish Mishra shall not stay in
Uttar Pradesh or Delhi during
the interim bail period.
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The situation along the east-
ern border with China is

"stable" but "unpredictable"
due to the absence of delin-
eation of boundaries, said
General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief (GOC-in-C) of the
Eastern Command, Lt Gen R
P Kalita.

The Eastern Command
takes care of the LAC in the
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim
sectors.

Lt Gen Kalita also stated
that the Army is constantly
monitoring the activities across
the border and is well prepared
to meet any emerging chal-

lenges.
"The whole problem stems

from the fact that the border
between India and China is not
clearly defined. There are dif-
ferent perceptions about the
Line of Actual Control (LAC),
which lead to problems.

"However, let me assure
you that the situation in the
eastern border in Sikkim and
Arunachal Pradesh is stable
but unpredictable due to the
absence of delineation of bor-
ders," he told a Meet the Press
programme at the Press Club,
Kolkata.

There has been a fresh
spike in tension between India
and China after troops from

the two sides were engaged in
a clash along the LAC at
Yangtse in the Tawang sector
on December 9.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said in Parliament on
December 13 that the Chinese
troops tried to "unilaterally"
change the status quo in the
Yangtse area in Arunachal
Pradesh, but the Indian Army
compelled them to retreat with
its firm and resolute response.

Recently Chief of Army
Staff Gen Manoj Pande con-
ducted a comprehensive review
of India's military prepared-
ness along the LAC in
Arunachal Pradesh after last
month's skirmishes in the

Tawang sector.
"We have read reports that

gradually there has been an
increase in troop deployment
(by China) opposite our sec-
tors along with infrastructure
development that the PLA has
carried out in their bordering
areas," the GOC-in-C of the
Eastern Command said.

He maintained that the
preparedness level of the
Indian Army remained "very
high" along the LAC, and it has
adequate forces and reserves in
each of the sectors to deal with
any situation effectively.

To a question on reports
of China building alternate
access to Chumbi valley in

Tibet near Sikkim and how it
would threaten the security of
the Siliguri corridor, the
senior Army officer said,
"Siliguri Corridor is geo-
strategically extremely impor-
tant to us. 

Requisite measures and
mechanisms are in place to
ensure that there are no dis-
ruptions and maintenance of
connectivity with the northeast
remains intact."

Siliguri corridor, com-
monly known as the 'chicken's
neck', connects the mainland
with the northeastern states.
The corridor shares interna-
tional boundaries with Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh.
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The Delhi High Court on
Friday shortened the inter-

im bail period of expelled BJP
leader Kuldeep Singh Sengar,
who is serving a life term for
raping a minor in Uttar
Pradesh's Unnao in 2017, ask-
ing him to surrender after his
daughter's "tilak" ceremony,
and said he will be released
again before her marriage.

The court had earlier
granted bail to Sengar for two
weeks.

The court, which was
informed that Sengar was
released from the Tihar jail
here on Friday morning and
was on his way to Lucknow,
passed the modification order
on an application filed by the
victim, seeking a recall of the
interim bail order on the
ground of a threat to her and
her family members.

A bench of justices Mukta
Gupta and Poonam A Bamba,
which had on January 16 grant-
ed bail to Sengar from January
27 to February 10 on account
of his daughter's marriage,
directed that he shall surrender

before the jail authorities on
February 1 as the "tilak" cere-
mony is scheduled for January
30.

It said Sengar shall again be
released from jail on February
6 and surrender on February 10
as the wedding is on February
8.

The victim, who was pre-
sent in the court, said, "If
Kuldeep Sengar is granted bail,
I and the witnesses will be in
danger. All the government
officials there are his
appointees. I request not to
release him or else he can get
me killed."

However, Sengar's counsel
said since the trial is complete,

there is no threat to the wit-
nesses.

The high court rejected the
submissions of Sengar's coun-
sel and said, "We may note that
the appellant (Sengar) has
already filed an application for
leading additional evidence,
hence the plea that there can be
no threat to the witnesses can-
not be accepted."

Advocate Mehmood
Pracha, representing the victim,
said the threat perception was
there even when Sengar was in
custody and while ordinarily,
people are released from the jail
in the evening, the politician
was released early in the morn-
ing, which shows his clout.
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More than 100 students at
Jadavpur University have

reportedly watched the con-
troversial BBC documentary
on 2002 Gujarat riots, with a
Left student's body having
arranged its screening.

The Centre has recently
issued directions for blocking
multiple YouTube videos and
Twitter posts sharing links to
the documentary 'India: The
Modi Question', which claims
to have investigated certain
aspects relating to the 2002
riots when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was the Chief
Minister of the State then.

The Student Federation of
India (SFI), a Communist Party

of India (Marxist)'s arm, said
the police or institute author-
ities did not interfere with the
screening at Jadavpur
University on Thursday.

SFI state unit assistant sec-
retary Subhajit Sarkar said that
the student's body will hold
another screening at
Presidency University on
Friday.

Authorities at Presidency
are yet to give a formal nod, but
"we will still go ahead with the
show", he said.

Sarkar, a former Presidency
student, also claimed, "The
varsity has effected a power cut
at the badminton court, where
the screening was supposed to
be held. We will now use the
common room for the show.
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Afour-year-old girl was
killed and two others were

injured as six houses collapsed
in Agra due to excavation work
in a nearby inn, police said on
Thursday.

The incident comes two
days after a multi-storey build-
ing collapsed killing three and
injuring over a dozen people in
Lucknow.

"A four-year-old girl has
been killed," Additional District
Magistrate Anjani Kumar
Singh said on the phone. Uttar
Pradesh Director General of
Police (DGP) DS Chauhan
said that rescue and relief work
was going on at full speed in
the Dhulia Ganj area where six
houses collapsed during the
excavation work.

"Our officials are present
on the spot," the DGP said. The
injured were admitted to a
hospital, he said.

Taking cognisance of the
accident, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath directed the district
magistrate and senior police
officers to go to the spot and
conduct the relief works, an
official statement said earlier.

"The six houses collapsed
outside the city station located
at Dhuliaganj under Hariparwat
police station where the exca-
vation work of an inn
(dharamshala) was going on.
Three people of a family were
buried, and all have been res-
cued and taken to the hospital,"
ADM Singh said earlier.

Meanwhile, three people
from Gujarat were killed and as
many were injured when their
car was hit by a vehicle on
Lucknow-Kanpur Highway in
the Unnao district, police said
on Friday.

The incident occurred at
around 5 am on Friday morn-
ing near Kanodia petrol pump
in Achalganj police station

area, they said, adding that all
the deceased were members of
the same family with one being
the father, other two his son
and grandson. They were com-
ing to their native Biroti village
in Patti area of Pratapgarh. The
three injured were admitted to

Unnao district hospital while
the bodies were sent for post-
mortem, police said.

According to the police, the
occupants of the ill-fated car
were coming from Navsari
under Vapi police station of
Gujarat. The victims were iden-

tified as Srinath Shukla, his son
Devmani Shukla and grandson
Yogesh Shukla. The injured
were identified as Devmani's
wife Kanchan Shukla, Manju
Shukla, Supriya Shukla and
her nine-month-old son Rudra
Shukla.
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Taken aback by the confer-
ring of Padma Vibhushan,

India’s second highest civilian
honour, posthumously on its
founder Mulayam Singh Yadav,
Samajwadi Party termed it as a
“shrewd” move to reach out to
the Yadav community, consid-
ered the core vote bank of the
main opposition party in Uttar
Pradesh.

Soon after the announce-
ment of Padma Vibhushan
award for late Mulayam Singh
Yadav, senior SP leaders repeat-
ed an old demand that ‘Netaji’
(Mulayam), who died on
October 10, 2022, should have
been conferred the Bharat
Ratna, the country’s highest
civilian honour, instead.

The SP also maintained
that Padma Vibhushan award
for Mulayam Singh Yadav was
a ploy to “silence Bharat Ratna
demand”.

While the announcement
of Padma Vibhushan for late
Mulayam Singh Yadav has set
the political rumour mills
buzzing about the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party’s out-
reach to the Yadav communi-
ty, SP leaders accepted in pri-

vate that the move was “shrewd
politics” to “silence all voices of
demands for Bharat Ratna” for
‘Netaji’ who was the “face of
anti-communal” politics in
Uttar Pradesh, a sharp contrast
to the BJP whose resurgence in
the state was marked with the
Ram Janmabhoomi movement
and the Rath Yatra in 1990.

Hours after the announce-
ment was made, Mainpuri MP
and SP national president
Akhilesh Yadav’s wife Dimple
Yadav, and his uncle Shivpal
Singh Yadav repeated the
demand for Bharat Ratna for
‘Netaji’. Dimple and Akhilesh
were in Saifai for Republic
Day celebrations and flag hoist-
ing ceremony.

“‘Netaji’ will be conferred
the Padma Vibhushan (by the

government) but I think he
should have got Bharat Ratna.
And this honour should have
come much earlier. It is our
demand that Netaji be con-
ferred the Bharat Ratna,”
Dimple said on Thursday.
Shivpal Yadav said “Netaji
had always raised the voice of
farmers and the poor which is
why the demand of all work-
ers and supporters should be
fulfilled”.

Samajwadi Party leaders
admitted that the announce-
ment was “not expected”. They,
however, said that the move did
not come as a surprise as
demand for Bharat Ratna for
Netaji was raised even before
his death and several party
leaders had vociferously raised
the demand after his death.
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and on the next day we don’t get news-
papers. The field team of the newspapers
does work on the 26th of January and the
15th of August. The offices are general-
ly shut as it is a general holiday in the
country. Some employees do work part-
time to receive the field information and
process it. This is for the online version
of the newspapers.

News is a round the clock work. It
does not stop any day be it a national hol-
iday or religious festival. I don’t quite
understand why newspaper offices are
closed on Republic day. Journalists work
everyday to cover stories of national 
interest that people should know. So why
they should not be doing so on the 
day of national importance? It is not log-
ical.   We know some journalists work
hard on Independence and Republic Day
to bring out the best for their readers.
Some even carry special editions 
reminiscing the sacrifices of our forefa-
thers. So in the national interest the news-
paper offices must remain open in
national interest.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that this budget will be

inspiring, that is, it will take India 
forward and will be similar to the 
previous Budget 2023. However, 
the economic condition of the country 
is not looking good. Not only India’s
growth rate estimate for the financial 
year 2022-2023 has been reduced by
many institutions, but the growth rate 
for the current financial year 
has also been reduced by RBI to 6.8 
percent.
The  forthcoming budget in its 
proclamations will also have to take 
into consideration the significant 
challenges predicted for the Indian 
economy due to the emergence of fears
of global recession, and geo-political 
concerns like the Russia – Ukraine 
crisis.

The government should also focus on
incentivizing or promoting technology 
in Budget 2023 to make India a talent 
hub for emerging technologies. Tax
incentives for capital expenditure, capac-
ity utilization, and use of new-age tech-
nology should be actively considered in
this budget.

Ishika Asodiya | Ujjain
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Sir — The Congress on Republic Day
launched a nationwide 'Hath se Hath
Jodo’ campaign, under which it plans to
reach out to people and make them aware
of the “failures” of the Central govern-
ment. Congress Party after the immense
love received for  the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
they are sure that the Haath Se Haath
Jodo campaign will also win every-
body's hearts. The party workers will
deliver a letter written by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and a “charge
sheet" against the Central government to
each household.

During the program which is sched-
uled to end on March 26, party workers
will reach out to 2.5 lakh Gram
Panchayats, six lakh villages, and 10 lakh
booths. In the letter, Rahul Gandhi
wrote, “There is a palpable economic 
crisis brewing - joblessness among the
youth, unbearable price rise, severe farm
distress, and a complete corporate cap-
ture of the country’s wealth”.

One thing is for sure and we can call
it the effect of Bharat Jodo Yatra. The con-
gress worker today is brimming with con-
fidence and taking up the BJP attacks
head on. Which is really impressive as
earlier the Congress workers were rather
shy and apologetic about their role as a
national party. Rahul Gandhi’s 3,500 kilo-
meter foot march has galvanized the foot
soldiers of the congress who are now
eager to prepare for the next general 
elections. 

Gandhi wrote, “People are worried
about losing their jobs, their incomes are
falling further, and their dreams of a bet-
ter future are shattering and there is a
deep sense of hopelessness across the
country. With this, it will be testing time
for Congress Party's Haath Se Haath Jodo.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — 15th of August and the 26th of
January are national holiday and on these
days everyone gets a holiday except
defence forces and policemen. So on 26th
January printing media offices are closed,
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SOUNDBITE

Military parades must have
crossed Abdel Sisi’s mind on
26th Jan in Delhi, as a young
Captain in 1981, Sisi’s Egypt
was rocked by the assassina-
tion of President Anwar Sadat
(also a former Soldier), also
during a Military Parade. As
part of marching contingents
and weaponry display, an
assassin party in one of the
trucks towing an artillery piece
had suddenly jumped out of
formation and attacked the
Presidential dais, fatally.
Religious extremists from the
radical Egyptian Islamic
Jihad(also Egyptian Military
personnel) were ostensibly
upset with Anwar Sadat’s sec-
ular and pacifist moorings
and had therefore undertaken
the attack. In Delhi’s Republic
Day parade, Sisi would have
gathered a stark contrarian
impression of a highly disci-
plined, apolitical, and consti-
tutionalist Military.

Egypt was the fourth coun-
try to participate in India’s
Republic Day celebrations with
its marching contingent.
Tellingly three of the four for-
eign contingents to have ever
participated had been from
Muslim-dominated countries
i.e., UAE, Bangladesh, and
Egypt(France was fourth).
Interestingly, immediately
behind the marching Egyptian
contingent were the illustrious
61st Cavalrysowars in bay-
colored horses, who have had
their tryst with an Egyptian

backdrop. Amalgamated from
the various units of the
Imperial Service State Forces of
the former Indian Princely
States, the DNA of 61st Cavalry
harbours lancers from former
‘States’ of Jodhpur, Mysore,
Patiala, etc., who took part in
the last and most daringly
successful cavalry charges in
modern military history, at
Haifa on 23rd September 1918.
A German-led Ottoman expe-
ditionary force was marching
toward Egypt to seize the Suez
Canal and was pitted against
Egyptian Expeditionary Force
and the township of Haifa was
critical to defeating the
Ottoman forces. 15th (Imperial
Service) Cavalry Brigade com-
posed of ‘State’ regiments from
Princely ‘States’ of Jodhpur,
Mysore, and Hyderabad was
invoked for the near-impossi-
ble task against Ottoman forces
with machine guns, etc..

Under the dashing Major
Dalpat Singh Shekhawat of
Jodhpur Lancers, Indian
lancers had shocked the
Ottomans with their fearless-
ness, daredevilry, and complete
rout of Ottomans. 1350
German and Ottoman prison-
ers were taken, and eight
Indian lives were lost (includ-
ing Major Dalpat Singh, who
was decorated with Military
Cross, posthumously). The
Egyptian Expeditionary Forces
were greatly relieved and the
Battle of Haifa became a turn-
ing point, thanks to the brava-

do of Indian Cavalry elements.
Times and circumstances

have come a full circle and
common threats beset both the
ancient lands, albeit, with dif-
ferent governance structures.
Abdel Sisi signed agreements
with India to“strengthen
defence cooperation” and
“increase the exchange of
counter-terrorism informa-
tion and intelligence”. For a
nation that supported Pakistan
in its wars with India, Cairo
now explores procuring India’s
Tejas Light Combat Aircraft,
Akash missile system, and
DRDO’s Smart Anti-Airfield
Weapon (SAAW). This is a sig-
nificant shift considering a
bulk of Egyptian military hard-
ware is also from China e.g.,
bombers, fighters, missile sys-
tem, ships, submarines,
drones, etc., Whereas India’s
nemesis across the Line-of-
Control (LOC) still harps on
the rote and tiring record of co-
religiosity, which is sounding
trite and troublesome, even
with Arab Sheikhdoms and for
autocrats like Abdel Sisi who
seek to protect themselves
against religious puritanism
e.g., Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt. An indo-Egyptian
framework is poised for a
transformational reset.

(The writer, a military
veteran, is a former Lt

Governor of Andaman &
Nicobar Islands and

Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal)
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President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi of Egypt made
an interesting choice as
the Chief Guest for the
74th Republic Day

Parade, a first-ever from an
Arab country. The choice is
loaded with geopolitical and
strategic suggestions that are
rooted in realpolitik and better
senses. As mutual people of civ-
ilizations and historical engage-
ments, the bilateral relationship
has gone through intermittent
ups and downs borne of compul-
sions of internal political postur-
ing and ‘bloc’ pressures.  

Jawaharlal Nehru and Gamal
Abdel Nasser along with Tito,
Nkrumah, and Sukarno had
jointly floated the Non-Aligned
Movement towards, “abstention
from the use of arrangements of
collective defense to serve the par-
ticular interests of any of the big
powers.” In the Indian context,
shades of that thought exist in its
modern course of ‘strategic inde-
pendence’. However, considera-
tions of co-religiosity had ensured
that Egypt stood firmly on the
side of Pakistan in the 1965 and
1971 wars, as also, Pakistanis had
supplied military wherewithal to
the Egyptians in1967 (Six-Day
War) and 1973 (Yom Kippur
War). As both were also Major
Non-NATO allies, they had a
‘bloc’ gravitation. 

Field Marshal Sisi (former
General in the Egyptian Army)
who had deposed a democrati-
cally elected government
(Mohamed Morsi of the Muslim
Brotherhood), presided over
India’s celebration of adopting its
Constitution that coup-proofed
the Indian narrative with civilian
control over the military, was
irony at its best. Sisi has suppos-
edly ‘won’ 97% of popular votes
cast after ‘technicalities’ had dis-
allowed almost all opposition
(after imprisoning 40,000 from
the opposition). Sisi is an author-
itarian from the old school of
Hosni Mubarak (also Air Chief
Marshal of the Egyptian Air
Force) governance style, only
more strident.  Serendipitously,
on Indian Republic Day he wit-
nessed the real and the largest
democracy in the world, at the
march.

Wounded memories of
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra traversing so far

through 10 states, reaching
almost the last lap, has stirred
the party back to the near
centre-stage of Indian politics,
with a spontaneous crowd
responding to it.

The Yatra has evoked
interest among the people
with the possibility of the rise
of a counter-saffron narrative,
its avowed aim. It has given
acceptance to Rahul Gandhi
as a leader even by the BJP.
Their top functionaries now
accept he has arrived. But will
the emerging Third Front at
Khammam at Telangana chief
minister KC Rao’s rally damp-
en its effort?

Is the yatra a success? To an
extent, it can draw many emi-
nent persons from the society

—the youth and children. His
‘T’ shirt is a great draw and
connects. It also shows that
Congress can meticulously
plan a 3500 kms march from
Kanyakumari to Jammu and
Kashmir, traversing through 12
states. In every state eminent
social persons have been part
of it despite severe derisive crit-
icism from a curious or awed
BJP and its parivar.

Some of the names
include former RBI governor
Raghuram Rajan, Mahatma
Gandhi’s grandson Tushar
Gandhi, Shiv Sena leader
Aditya Thackeray, NCP’s
Surpriya Sule, National
Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah, lawyer Prashant
Bhushan, activist Harsh
Mander, Bollywood actors,
former RAW secretary and
intelligence bureau ex-chief

AS Dulat, actors Amol
Palekar, Riya Sen, Sandhya
Gokhale to Swara Bhaskar,
singer Sunidhi Chauhan, IIT
professors, former defence,
police and other officials.

It was touted that though
it might succeed in Kerala,
Karnataka, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, the
Yatra might not succeed in
the limited areas of Delhi and
UP. It surprisingly succeeded
in the kisan belt of western
UP, Haryana and Delhi the
swelling crowds put the city
out of gear.

Still the yatra is not
beyond it. The best quote has
come from Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor. He said at a
book launch in Kolkata that
the Yatra has evoked a mas-
sive response. However, has
noted: “Translating that into

votes is the next challenge and
does not follow automatical-
ly”. That’s the problem.

Rahul Gandhi may have
sent a message of love but he
has also been seen as “love-
able” to the BJP as well. His
barbs are soft and he has not
yet been critical of the BJP’s
policies: economic, educa-
tion, privatisation or simple
seizure of 10-year-new cars,
tractors or high tolls that
make miseries deeper and
inflation sharper or even for
ballot paper voting.

How many of the nine
states going to polls from
February can win? Even in
Tripura it has entered into an
alliance with the CPI-M. Its
presence is weak in
Meghalaya, Nagaland or
Mizoram. The battle will be
tough in Karnataka,

Chhattisgarh, MP and
Rajasthan. It cannot go alone
in Maharashtra, Bihar; it does
not have an ally in West
Bengal, Odisha. In most states,
it has fledgling organisations,
not a match against the BJP.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge has done
well to invite 21 like-minded
parties to join the concluding
Srinagar ceremony on
January 30, Mahatma Gandhi
martyr’s day. That’s where he
left the chinks too by not
inviting AAP, JD-S, BRS, BJD
and Akali Dal.

The latest January 18
Khammam mega rally by
Telangana chief Minister and
BRS leader K C Rao brings
out this weakness and finds
presence of a number of them
for the launch of a third front
and himself as a possible PM.

Rao said, “The Congress and
the BJP only indulge in ver-
bal fights''. It was attended by
Samajwadi leader Akhilesh
Yadav, Punjab CM Bhagwant
Mann, Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal, Kerala CM Pinarayi
Vijayan and CPI general sec-
retary D Raja. How is it to be
interpreted? Is it a rally for bar-
gaining seat-sharing with the
Congress or splintering its
effort? How can the Left ally
with Congress in one state and
also form the Third Front?

Politics is becoming inter-
esting and intriguing. It is
being interpreted as a setback
to Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar’s effort to unite the
opposition. There is appre-
hension that if KCR move
succeeds it might dampen
what the Congress is trying to
achieve against the BJP.

Trinamool Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee has yet to
open her cards.

Most of these parties have
splintered away from the
Congress whether KCR’s BRS
or West Bengal’s TMC or
Andhra’s YSR Congress. Even
SP and RJD are wary of the
rise of the Congress. They
fear the minority Muslim
votes shifting to the Congress.

The success of the yatra
apart, the journey to power in
New Delhi may not be easy for
the Opposition against a for-
midable, well-oiled machine of
BJP. The Khammam rally may
be a new beginning of intense
fisticuffs among the opposition
ranks. Would it again be
advantage BJP or Congress still
has something up its sleeves to
outshine the run up to 2024?
The nation awaits the answer.
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(The author is a senior
journalist)
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The ongoing fight between the
Government and the judiciary
can have a significant impact
on common citizens. It can
lead to delays in the delivery of

justice, as the judiciary may be overbur-
dened by political considerations and gov-
ernment interference. This can result in
citizens waiting for extended periods of
time for their cases to be heard and
resolved, leading to frustration and a lack
of faith in the legal system.

Additionally, the Government and the
judiciary may become preoccupied with
their own power struggles, leading to a
neglect of the needs and concerns of cit-
izens. This can further erode trust in the
legal system, and make it more difficult
for citizens to access justice and have their
rights protected.

The Indian legal system is facing a sig-
nificant backlog of cases, resulting in delays
in the delivery of justice. This is a major
concern as it undermines the rule of law,
and can lead to a lack of faith in the judi-
ciary and the legal system as a whole.

One of the main reasons for the back-
log of cases in the Indian courts is a short-
age of judges. According to the National
Judicial Data Grid, there are currently
over 40 million pending cases in the
Indian courts, while the sanctioned
strength of judges is only around 20,000.
This results in a large number of cases
being assigned to each judge, leading to
delays in the disposal of cases.

Additionally, the process of appoint-
ment of judges is often slow and bogged
down by bureaucracy and political con-
siderations, further exacerbating the
shortage of judges. Another reason for the
backlog of cases is the inefficient func-
tioning of the courts.

The Indian court system is known for
its slow pace, with cases often taking sev-
eral years to be resolved. This is due to a
number of factors, such as a lack of tech-
nology, inadequate infrastructure and
resources, and a lack of training for court
staff. Additionally, the legal process is
often bogged down by delays and
adjournments, further adding to the
time it takes for cases to be resolved.

The backlog of cases also has a 
negative impact on the rights and access
to justice for marginalised and 
vulnerable groups. For instance, the long
delays in the disposal of cases can result
in the denial of justice to victims of
crimes, particularly women and children.
Further, the long delays can also result in
the release of the accused on bail, lead-
ing to the re-victimisation of the survivors
of crimes.

The backlog of cases also has a sig-
nificant economic impact, as delays in the
disposal of cases can result in a loss of
productivity and economic growth. The
delays in the disposal of cases can also
lead to a lack of faith in the legal system,
which can discourage investments and
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(The author is a public
policy expert)

economic growth.
In short, the backlog of cases

in the Indian courts is a major
concern that undermines the rule
of law and can lead to a lack of
faith in the judiciary and the
legal system as a whole. The back-
log of cases is a result of a short-
age of judges, inefficient function-
ing of the courts, and a lack of
resources.

To address the problem of the
backlog of cases, there is a need for
systemic reforms in the Indian
legal system, including increasing
the number of judges, improving
the infrastructure and resources
available to the courts, and imple-
menting technology to improve
the efficiency of the courts.

Artificial intelligence (AI) has
the potential to significantly
reduce the backlog of cases in
Indian courts. However, it is
important to approach the imple-
mentation of AI in the legal 
system with caution and consid-
eration of potential challenges
and limitations.

One potential use of AI in the
Indian courts is through the use
of predictive analytics. Predictive
analytics can be used to analyse
patterns and trends in past case
decisions, allowing judges and
lawyers to make more informed
decisions in current cases. This
could potentially speed up the
legal process and reduce the back-
log of cases. However, it is impor-
tant to ensure that the algorithms
used for predictive analytics are

unbiased and do not discriminate
against certain groups of people.

Furthermore, the use of 
predictive analytics in the legal
system raises concerns about
transparency and accountability,
as the decision-making process
becomes less transparent and
more reliant on complex 
algorithms.

Another potential use of AI in
the Indian courts is through the
use of automated document
review. Automated document
review can be used to quickly sort
through large amounts of legal
documents, allowing lawyers and
judges to identify relevant infor-
mation. However, it is important
to ensure that the AI system is able
to accurately identify relevant
information and is not prone to
errors or false positives.

Additionally, there is a risk
that the use of automated docu-
ment review could lead to job loss
for court clerks and other legal
professionals who currently per-
form this task manually. However,
to mitigate this problem, there can
be settled guidelines to be followed
wherein the applications can be
moved by trained bar council-
approved lawyers and every judg-
ment can be vetted by a trained
judge to avoid error and techno-
logical shortcomings.

AI-powered chatbots can also
be implemented in Indian courts
especially in the district courts and
rural areas to assist overburdened
lower judicial staff with the 

legal process by providing infor-
mation and guidance. This can
help to reduce the workload of
court staff and improve access to
legal information for citizens.
However, it is important to ensure
that the chatbot is able to provide
accurate and up-to-date infor-
mation and is not prone to errors
or misunderstandings.

Also, there is a risk that the use
of chatbots could lead to a
decrease in personal interactions
and human empathy in the 
legal system.

In conclusion, the backlog in
the Indian courts just cannot be
handled by human intervention,
there has to be either a divine 
or technological intervention
required to significantly 
improve the justice system. The
implementation of AI in the
Indian courts has the potential to
significantly reduce the backlog of
cases and improve the efficiency
of the legal system.

However, it is important to
approach the implementation of
AI with caution and consideration
of potential challenges and limi-
tations. This includes ensuring
that AI systems are unbiased,
transparent, and accountable and
that the rights of citizens are pro-
tected. Additionally, it is important
to consider the ethical implica-
tions of using AI in the legal sys-
tem and to ensure that the use of
AI does not lead to a decrease in
personal interactions and human
empathy in the legal system.
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Arampant Novak Djokovic
surged into a 10th Aus-
tralian Open final on

Friday to close in on a record-
equalling 22nd Grand Slam
crown, with only Stefanos Tsit-
sipas now standing in his way.

The Serbian fourth seed
overcame an early wobble to
romp past unseeded American
Tommy Paul 7-5, 6-1, 6-2 on
Rod Laver Arena in style.

Another title on Sunday
will move him alongside Rafael
Nadal with 22 Slam wins and see
the 35-year-old return to world
number one for the first time
since last June.

Djokovic played the clash
without father Srdjan courtside
after he was filmed posing with
a man holding a Russian flag fea-
turing Vladimir Putin's face fol-
lowing his son's quarter-final
win on Wednesday.

The incident sparked a
backlash from Ukraine and led
to calls for Djokovic's father to
be banned from the tournament.

Srdjan issued a statement
ahead of the semi-final saying he
would stay away, insisting he
"wishes only for peace" and
never wanted to cause "disrup-
tion".

There was an empty seat
next to his mother Dijana dur-
ing the match.

"I'm really thankful that I
have enough gas in my legs to be
able to play at this level on one
of the biggest tennis courts in the
world," said Djokovic, who is
now 11-0 for the season and into
a 33rd Grand Slam final.

"Of course, I'm not as fresh

as the beginning of the tourna-
ment but we put in a lot of hours
in the off-season on fitness in
order to be in a good condition
to play best of five (sets).

"I know what's expected of
me, I've been in this situation so
many times in my career.
Experience helps also," he added
of being in another final.

The win extended his
unbeaten streak at the Australian
Open to 27 matches to claim
sole ownership of the Open-era
record at Melbourne Park ahead
of Andre Agassi.

Djokovic had never played
Paul before and said he was wary
of a "very explosive, very dynam-
ic player", with the American

initially refusing to go quietly.
The Serb, a hot favourite,

attacked his opponent's straight
away for an early break, then
broke again when the 35th-
ranked Paul fired a forehand
long to race 5-1 in front.

A run-in with the umpire
over using his towel between
points seemed to rattle Djokovic

and he was broken twice in a
row as Paul came surging back
to 5-5.

Djokovic regrouped to hold
serve and break again and take
the set in 59 minutes.

After that wobble, it was all
business, despite clutching his
strapped hamstring several
times, romping through the

next two sets with minimal
resistence.

He will meet Tsitsipas next
after the Greek battled into his
first Australian final and only
second at a Grand Slam.

In the previous one, at
Roland Garros in 2021, he fell to
Djokovic in five sets after hold-
ing a 2-0 lead.
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Stefanos Tsitsipas said he
was living the dream after

reaching the Australian Open
final on Friday for a first time
and standing on the cusp of
becoming world number one.

The Greek third seed
showed grit to defeat Russia's
Karen Khachanov and set up
a final against either nine-time
Melbourne champion Novak
Djokovic. 

The 18th-seeded Khacha-
nov threatened a comeback
after saving two match points
to force the semi-final into a
fourth set, before Tsitsipas tri-
umphed 7-6 (7/2), 6-4, 6-7
(6/8), 6-3.

Tsitsipas can top the world
rankings if he wins his first
Grand Slam crown on Sunday.

"I dreamed as a kid to
maybe one day get to play in
this court against the best
players in the world," Tsitsipas
told a sunny Rod Laver Arena
after winning an Australian

Open semi-final at the fourth
attempt.

"So I'm happy with the
fight I put out there today. I feel
blessed, blessed that I'm able to
play tennis at this level.

"I've been wanting for
many years now to put Greek
tennis on the map."

At 24, Tsitsipas is the
youngest man to reach the
Australian Open final since a
23-year-old Djokovic in 2011.

Tsitsipas has thrived in
Melbourne throughout his
career, after bursting on the
scene at the 2019 event as a 20-
year-old when he dethroned
defending champion Roger
Federer in the last 16.

He went on to reach the
semi-finals that year and again
in 2021 and 2022, falling one
match short on each occasion.

A Grand Slam crown has
remained elusive, with his run-
ner-up showing at Roland
Garros in 2021 his best result
so far, falling to Djokovic in five
sets after holding a 2-0 lead.
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Karim Benzema and Vinicius
Junior's extra-time strikes

earned Real Madrid a 3-1 win
over rivals Atletico Madrid on
Thursday to reach the Copa del
Rey semi-finals.

The Brazilian winger's goal
was a particularly sweet one for
him after a crude effigy with his
shirt on was hung from a bridge
near Real Madrid's training
ground before the game.

The spiky, gripping derby
clash turned against Diego
Simeone's side in the addition-
al period when defender Stefan
Savic was sent off. Atletico took
the lead through Alvaro Morata
after 19 minutes but Rodrygo's
sensational slalom run past
three defenders and slick finish
pulled Madrid level with 11
minutes remaining.

After Savic's 99th minute
red card, Benzema tucked home
from Marco Asensio's pass and
Vinicius netted at the death to
send Los Blancos through to the
final four for the first time since
2019. "Today we had a very dif-

ficult game but with the charac-
ter and the players that we have,
we were able to turn it around,"
Benzema told Teledeporte.

"Suffering is not good -- we
have to score the goals earlier."

The build-up to the derby
was tainted by the Vinicius effi-
gy being strung up overnight,
which the club described as "a
disgusting act of racism, xeno-
phobia and hatred."

"(Vinicius) really wanted to
play and he had a very good
game," Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti told a news confer-
ence.

"I think the goal was his
reward for his great work. What
happened is very regrettable."

Madrid fans had planned to
sing Vinicius' name in support
in the 20th minute, matching his
shirt number, but were stunned
into silence by Morata's goal
moments before.

Atletico, hitting their best
form of the season, conjured a
brilliant move to break the
deadlock, with Morata tapping
home after Koke's dink allowed
Nahuel Molina to stroke a first-

time cross to the back post.
Madrid improved signifi-

cantly after the break and
Rodrygo levelled with 11 min-
utes to go with his jinking solo
effort and subtle near-post fin-
ish, taking the clash to extra-
time.

Atletico defender Savic fool-
ishly handed Madrid the edge
when he was sent off for two yel-
low cards in two minutes.

With an extra man Madrid
capitalised, Benzema striking
lethally after 104 minutes when
Vinicius miskicked Marco

Asensio's cross and the ball
travelled through to the striker.

Madrid, who last won the
Copa del Rey in 2014, kept
Atletico at bay in the final 15
minutes before Vinicius dribbled
through and fired home to
clinch the victory — celebrating

with a now customary dance
routine.

Despite their improving
performances, the rest of
Atletico's season is looking bar-
ren, given they were eliminated
from European football and are
13 points behind La Liga lead-
ers Barcelona, having played a
game more.

"We are out of Europe and
now the cup, the team has the
second half of the season ahead
of them to try and qualify for the
Champions League, that's the
objective the club needs," said
Simeone, who cast some doubt
on his future.

The Argentine coach has
been at the club since 2011 and
has a contract until 2024.

"After that, calmly, we will
look at what is convenient for
everyone," he continued. "Being
at Atletico gives me enormous
joy, I will give 1000 percent until
the day that I leave."

Earlier Athletic Bilbao won
3-1 at Valencia to join record 31-
time winners Barcelona and
Osasuna in Monday's semi-
final draw.
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Ukraine's sports minister
warned on Thursday his

country could boycott the 2024
Paris Olympics if Russian and
Belarusian athletes are allowed
to take part. The International
Olympic Committee (IOC) said
on Wednesday it was seeking a
"pathway" for Russians to take
part in the Games despite the
invasion of Ukraine.

Ukraine's sports minister
Vadym Goutzeit said such a
move was "unacceptable".

"Our position remains un-
changed — as long as the war
continues in Ukraine, Russian
and Belarusian athletes should
not be in international compe-
titions," Goutzeit wrote on
Facebook.

"If we are not heard, I do not
exclude the possibility that we
will boycott and refuse to par-
ticipate in the Olympics."

Russia and its ally Belarus
have been sidelined from most
Olympic sports since Russian
forces invaded Ukraine last
February.

Ignoring calls from Ukraine
to ban Russian and Belarusian
athletes from next year's sum-
mer Olympics, the IOC said on
Wednesday that a way to allow
competitors from those coun-
tries to take part as neutrals
should be "further explored".

The IOC said "no athlete
should be prevented from com-
peting just because of their
passport".

Following that announce-
ment, the Olympic Council of
Asia on Thursday offered ath-
letes from both countries the
chance to compete in this year's
Asian Games. That is a signifi-
cant move because they could
gain qualifying marks in com-
petition in Asia to allow them to
compete in Paris.



�!���0	
�� �!"��#�$�%&�'�( #��� &��( )*��)+),

����■ <�4�2)

Devon Conway and
Daryl Mitchell con-
jured up fluent and

fiery half-centuries before the
spinners choked the hosts as
New Zealand outplayed India
by 21 runs in the opening
T20I to take a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series here on
Friday.

Asked to take first strike,
opener Conway continued his
purple patch with a 35-ball 52,
while Mitchell smashed a 30-
ball unbeaten 59, which includ-
ed a last-over thrashing of
Arshdeep Singh for 27 runs, to
power the Black Caps to a chal-
lenging 176 for six.

The Kiwi bowlers, led by
Mitchell Santner (2/11) and
Michael Bracewell (2/31), then
spun a web around the home
batters, restrict India to 155 for
9 in 20 overs.

India had a disastrous start
to their chase with both Ishan
Kishan (4) and Rahul Tripathi
(0) sent back to the pavillion by
the third over.

While Ishan was bamboo-
zled by Bracewell, pacer Jacob
Duffy (1/27) induced a fine
edge off Rahul's blade.
Shubman Gill (7) too perished
soon after being deceived by
Santner as India slumped to 15
for three.

Suryakumar Yadav (47),
however, looked in good touch
as he picked up two boundaries
before picking one off his hips
for a six off Lockie Ferguson
(1/22).

Santner then bowled a
maiden as India reached 33 for
three in the powerplay overs.

With the pitch offering
grip and turn, New Zealand
spinners controlled the pro-
ceedings keeping it flat and
mixing the length even as

Hardik unleashed a drive over
extra cover to ease the pressure.

Suryakumar too brought
out his range of sweep shots to
keep the scoreboard ticking.
When Blair Tickner was intro-
duced, he played a square cut
and then sent another one
through backward point for
successive fours as India
reached 74 for 3 in 10 overs.

Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi was
then sent inside out over extra
cover for a maximum but New
Zealand struck twice in next
five balls to remove both the set
batters.

While Surya chipped one
off Sodhi to Finn Allen at long
on, Hardik was caught and
bowled by Bracewell as it all
went downhill after that with
India slipping to 85 for five.

Deepak Hooda smacked
one over the rope before being
stumped. Santner then ran out
Shivam Mavi. Ferguson bowled

a wicket maiden, removing
Kuldeep.

Washington Sundar
smashed a fighting 28-ball 50
but it was too late.

Earlier, Indian bowlers
struggled to get their line and
length, allowing New Zealand to
get off to a good start.

Allen (35) smashed Hardik
for successive boundaries, while
a juicy half volley from
Arshdeep was hit straight to the
boundary.

Conway, who had scored
138 in the third ODI in Indore,
also punished the left-arm pacer
for a widish ball as New Zealand
put up 23 in two overs.

Sundar, however, got a lot of
purchase from the wicket and
soon saw the back of Allen and
Mark Chapman (0) in the space
of five deliveries to reduce New
Zealand to 43 for 2.

Conway, however, kept it
going with two fours and a six
off Umran Malik, who bled 16
runs in his only over.

Hardik brought himself
back and tried to mix his bowl-
ing, using more cutters and
slower deliveries as New
Zealand reached 79 for 2 in 10
overs. Conway used the slog
sweep and his feet to pick up
boundaries off Kuldeep and
Hooda as New Zealand crossed
the 100-mark in the 13th over.

Kuldeep then struck with a
googly as Glenn Phillips went
for a slog, only to be holed out
by Surya at deep midwicket.

Daryl Mitchell then joined
Conway and, after surviving
two video referrals for a caught
behind and an LBW, blasted
Hardik for two maximums.

Conway, on the other
hand, completed his fifty in the
16th over but was sent packing
soon by Arshdeep with Hooda
taking the catch at long-off.
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Opener Shweta Sherawat
smashed an unbeaten

fifty after Parshavi Chopra's
triple strike as India notched
up a comprehensive eight-
wicket win over New Zealand
to storm into the final of the
inaugural Under-19 Women's
T20 World Cup here on
Friday.

India restricted New
Zealand to 107 for nine with
Parshavi (3/20) leading a dis-
ciplined bowling effort after
skipper Shafali Verma won the
toss and elected to bowl in the
first semifinals.

The 16-year-old leg-spin-
ner broke the backbone of the
Kiwi batting line-up with
three successive wickets to
leave them at 74 for 5 in 13th
over.

Titas Sadhu, Mannat
Kashyap, Shafali and Archana

Devi also scalped one wicket
each.

For NZ, Georgia Plimmer
(35), Isabella Gaze (26) and
Izzy Sharp (13) and Kayley
Knight (12) reached double fig-
ures as they struggled to score
runs at the Senwes Park.

Chasing 108, the women in
blue romped home comfort-
ably after Sehrawat produced a
scintillating 45-ball uncon-
quered knock which was stud-
ded with 10 hits to the fence.

Following the early exit of
Shafali (10), who has not per-
formed as per expectations in
the tournament, Sehrawat and
Soumya Tiwari (22) added 62
runs to take them to the thresh-
old of victory.

Sehrawat and Gongadi
Trisha (5) then completed the
job with the former bringing up
the winning runs with a four
off Browning as India scored
110 for 2 in 14.2 overs.


