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In the midst of a fierce con-
frontation between rival fac-

tions of the NCP, a bitter clash
unfolded between NCP leader
Sharad Pawar and breakaway
group leader Ajit Pawar on
Wednesday. 

While Ajit approached the
Election Commission, assert-
ing his claim over NCP’s name
and symbol, Sharad asserted he
would not allow his nephew to
take them away.

Rubbing it in, Ajit high-
lighted his uncle’s advanced
age, remarking on his “82 or
83” years. Backed by over 40
affidavits from supporting
MLAs and MPs, Ajit escalated
the ongoing battle within the
party.

Informed sources said that
the Ajit faction had submitted
affidavits signed by 40 MLAs
on June 30 itself to the Election
Commission.

In response, the Sharad
faction filed a caveat before the
EC, urging that it be heard on
their side first before passing
any directive in connection
with the factional fight.

The Election Commission
has asked both the factions to
exchange the respective docu-
ments submitted before it. The
EC is expected to look into the
matter in the coming days.

Between the unrelenting
uncle and a belligerent nephew,
Ajit appeared to have an edge
over Sharad in terms of num-
bers, going by the larger num-
ber of NCP MLAs who turned
out for the rally organised by
Ajit at the MET Institute of
Management at Bandra in
north-west Mumbai  

Though there was no con-
clusive proof of the numbers
claimed by the two feuding fac-
tions, the Ajit faction claimed
that it had the support of 40 out
of total of 53 NCP MLAs. 

However, some 30 NCP

MLAs were present with Ajit
on the stage.  On the other side,
as many 15-17  rival Sharad fac-
tion MLAs, three MLCs, and
five MPs turned out for
Sharad’s parallel meeting 
held at the YB Chavan
Auditorium at Nariman Point
in Mumbai.

In the guise of seeking
blessings from his uncle, Ajit
had a dig at Sharad when he
said, “I don’t understand even
now why I’m made a villain in
front of people. What’s wrong
with me? What wrong have I
done? ... Sharad is my idol. But
you tell me, isn’t it true that if
a person joins the Maharashtra
government, he retires at the
age of 58? If they are IAS, IPS,
etc., they retire at the age of 60”

“If you are in politics, you
retire at the age of 75 in the BJP.
Murli Manohar Joshi and LK
Advani are such examples..
Now, if you’re 82 or 83, are you
ever going to stop or retire? In
terms of age, we want you to be
a centenarian,” Ajit said.

Continued on Page 2
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Amidst discussions of immi-
nent changes in the Union

Council of Ministers, senior
Ministers and party leaders
continued to flock to the BJP
office on Wednesday to meet
with the party’s national pres-
ident JP Nadda. The meetings
revolved around preparations
for the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections.

Union Minister Prahlad
Singh Patel and the newly
appointed Punjab unit chief of
the BJP, Sunil Jakhar, were
among those who visited the
party office and held discus-
sions with Nadda. 

Other Ministers, including
Jyotiraditya Scindia and SPS
Baghel, also met with the party
chief. Nirmala Sitharaman,
Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Bhupender Yadav, and Kiren
Rijiju, who are Union
Ministers, had met with Nadda
the previous day. Additionally,
Union Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat from Rajasthan,

met with party General
Secretary (Organisation) BL
Santhosh to discuss matters
pertaining to the State.

Sources suggest that sig-
nificant changes in the party
organisation across several
States can be expected in the
coming days.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is scheduled to
visit poll-bound Telangana on
July 8. During his visit, he will
hold a party meeting and inau-
gurate a series of projects. 

The BJP has recently
restructured its party organi-
sation in Telangana, appointing
Union Minister G Kishan
Reddy as the state president.

Reddy stated, “The Prime
Minister is coming to Warangal
city in Telangana on July 8. In
the morning, he will inaugurate
railway projects, address the
‘BJP Aam Sabha,’ and deliver
some messages. Tomorrow, I
will be in Warangal to review
the preparations for PM
Narendra Modi’s event sched-
uled for July 8.”
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Three million children and
adolescents succumb to

infectious diseases such as diar-
rhoea and pneumonia every
year, translating into one death
every 10 seconds, with India,
Nigeria, and Pakistan sharing
the highest disease burden,
according to a new study pub-
lished in The Lancet journal.

“Thus there is a need to
focus on global infectious dis-
ease control measures from
under 5 years old kids to young
people between five and 24
years old,” said the study led by
Murdoch Children’s Research
Institute, Australia, and the
Institute for Health Metrics
and Evaluation, US.

Infectious diseases were
found to have caused more
than half of such deaths in low
to middle-income countries,
compared with 6 percent in
high-income countries,  said
the study which looked across
204 countries between 1990
and 2019 from birth to 24 years
of age. Diarrhoea, pneumonia,
and malaria accounted for two-
thirds of infectious diseases and
death in this demographic,
while HIV and tuberculosis
were found to be the leading
causes among older adoles-
cents.

The shift in disease burden
to older children and adoles-
cents, the study said, was large-

ly driven by the considerable
infection control efforts tar-
geting children under five years
in low-income countries and
slower progress made across
the older age groups.

In light of the Covid-19
pandemic, and recent epi-
demics of Zika virus, Ebola,
and severe acute respiratory
syndrome, the research would
have important implications for
global policy, financing,
resource allocation, and health
systems, said Murdoch
Children’s professor Peter
Azzopardi.

He said it underscored the
urgent need to take stock of
infectious disease control. More
adolescents than younger chil-
dren have been affected by
these emergent diseases, chal-
lenging the almost exclusive
focus on younger children
within existing infectious dis-
ease control, the study said.

“The findings highlight
the need for health systems,
particularly in low-income
countries, to continue to build
capacity and scale up trusted
interventions like immunisa-
tion programmes.

“But there must also be an
investment in broader
approaches that address social
barriers such as adolescent
males with HIV having better
access to health care,” said
Azzopardi.

The Covid-19 pandemic
rightly focussed global atten-
tion on infectious diseases,
said Susan Sawyer, Murdoch
Children’s professor.           “This
study reminds us of the impor-
tance of addressing the emerg-
ing, as well as the established,
infectious diseases, especially in
those aged 5-24 years who
have too often been neglected
by policy and programming,”
she said.
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Haryana will develop the
world’s largest jungle safari

park in the Aravalli range. The
10,000-acre safari park will
cover Gurugram and Nuh dis-
tricts. Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal on Wednesday
reviewed the progress of the
Aravalli Safari Park Project
and the Rakhigarhi Museum at
a meeting. At present, Sharjah
is home to the largest curated
safari park outside Africa.
Opened in February 2022, the
Sharjah Safari covers an area of
about 2,000 acres. The jungle
safari scheme will not only
boost tourism but also provide
employment opportunities to
local residents.

At the meeting, the

Haryana Chief Minister direct-
ed the officers to complete all
formalities related to the safari
park project which is being
developed in line with the bio-
diversity park concept in a
10,000-acre in the Aravali
region in Gurugram and Nuh
districts. The safari will be
developed in three phases, with
the first phase expected to be
completed in around two years.

Later while interacting
with the media persons, he
informed that 10,000 acres of
land in the Aravalli area of
Gurugram and Nuh districts
had been identified for jungle
safari park.

“Two firms with interna-
tional experience in designing
and operating such facilities
were shortlisted for partici-

pating in Stage-2. A detailed
technical proposal and pre-

sentation along with concep-
tual design accessed by the ten-

der evaluation committee and
suggestion for selection of the

winning firm submitted to the
Government for approval. The
PMC will soon be selected for
the development of Aravalli
Safari Park,” said Khattar.  

At the meeting, a wide
range of key issues related to
these projects were discussed in
detail.

The proposed Aravalli park
would include a large her-
petarium (a zoological exhibi-
tion space for reptiles and
amphibians), aviary/bird park,
four zones for big cats, a large
area for herbivores, an area for
exotic animal birds, an under-
water world, nature trails, vis-
itors, tourism zones, botanical
gardens, biomes, equatorial,
tropical, coastal, desert, etc.

According to officials, the
locals of Bhondsi, Ghamroj,

Alipur, Tikli and Aklimpur,
Naurangpur and Bar Gujjar vil-
lages in Gurugram and Kota
Khandewla, Gangani,
Mohamadpur Ahir, Kharak,
Jalalpur, Bhango and Chalka
villages in Nuh will benefit
from the project.

He said a lake for migra-
tory birds, similar to Sultanpur
Lake, would be developed.
The design of the Rakhigarhi
Museum is almost final.
Divulging the details about
the construction of a museum
in Rakhigarhi, the Chief
Minister said that the State
Government is working with
the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI), Government of
India for the development of
the Rakhigarhi Site Museum
and Interpretation Centre.
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the

draft of Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Bill 2023
for tabling it in the upcoming
Monsoon Session of
Parliament. The Bill proposes
to levy a penalty of up to Rs 250
crore on entities for every
instance of violation of norms
in the Bill.

The Monsoon Session of
Parliament will be held from
July 20 to August 11. The Bill
includes almost all the provi-
sions of the last draft that was
issued by the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology for consultation.
Sources said the Government
entities have not been granted
a blanket exemption under the
proposed law. 

“In case of disputes, Data
Protection Board will decide.
citizens will have the right to
claim compensation by
approaching the civil court.
There are lots of things that will
evolve gradually,” sources said.

According to sources, indi-
viduals will have the right to
seek details about their data
collection, storage, and pro-
cessing once the law is imple-
mented.
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Tis Hazari court in Delhi
witnessed a tense and

volatile situation on Wednesday
as an escalating dispute
between two factions of lawyers
led to an exchange of gunfire.
However, no casualties or
injuries were reported amidst
the chaos. The police swiftly
intervened, bringing the situa-
tion under control. 

Authorities have initiated a

thorough investigation to
determine the cause of the
altercation and to prevent

recurrence. The “shooter”
lawyer has been suspended. 

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North) Sagar Singh
Kalsi, said, “Around 1.35 pm on
Wednesday, a firing incident
occurred at Tis Hazari court.
Upon reaching the scene, it was
discovered that two distinct
groups of lawyers were
involved, with gunfire being
discharged. Thankfully, no
harm was inflicted on anyone.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court
has granted activist

Teesta Setalvad interim
protection from arrest
until July 19 in a case related to
the fabrication of evidence to
frame innocent people in the
post-Godhra riots cases.

A bench comprising
Justices BR Gavai, AS Bopanna,
and Dipankar Datta issued a
notice to the Gujarat
Government in response to

Setalvad’s appeal
against the order of
the Gujarat High
Court which had
instructed her to sur-
render immediately.

The bench said, “Issue
notice returnable on July 19,
2023. Whatever documents
the parties want to place on
record shall be filed before July
15 after exchanging with each
other. The interim order will
continue until further orders.”

Continued on Page 2
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In a claim that put the
Eknath-headed Shiv Sena on

a back foot, breakaway NCP
group leader Ajit Pawar
announced here on Wednesday
that his party would contest 90
seats out of 288 seats in the
2024 State Assembly which
will leave the remaining 198
seats to the BJP and Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Sena.

Addressing his supporters
at the MET Institute of
Management at Bandra in
north-west Mumbai, Ajit said
his party (NCP with the clock
symbol) would contest as many
as 90 seats in the 2024
Maharashtra Assembly polls.
“Of the seats that we intend to
contest, I am confident we will
win at least 71 seats”.

When he made an
announcement about his party
contesting 90 seats, Ajit gave an

indication that he had arrived
at such an understanding with
the BJP leadership before join-
ing the Shinde-Fadnavis
Government in the State on
Sunday.

Ajit’s announcement has
upset the plans of the Shiv
Sena, which has a strength of
50 MLAs, including its own 40
MLAs, and it has been wanti-
ng to contest at least 70 to 90
seats in the 2024 polls.

Continued on Page 2
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Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) working president

and MP Supriya Sule hit out at
her cousin brother and break-
away faction leader Ajit Pawar
for taking a dig at Sharad
Pawar’s advanced age and sug-
gesting that it was time for Sr
Pawar to retire.

“My father is a fighter. I am
proud of my father. You may
say anything about anyone else
but not against my father and
mother,” Supriya warned Ajit at
a meeting called by the Sharad
Pawar faction at the YB Chavan
Centre in south Mumbai.

Earlier during the day, at a
gathering of his faction’s MLAs
and supporters, Ajit Pawar
said, “Sharad Pawar is my idol.
But you tell me, isn’t it true that
if a person joins the
Maharashtra Government, he

retires at the age of 58? If they
are IAS, IPS, etc., they retire at
the age of 60...If you are in pol-
itics, you retire at the age of 75
in the BJP. Murli Manohar
Joshi and LK Advani are such
examples... Now, if you’re 82 or
83, are you ever going to stop
or retire? In terms of age, we
want you to be a centenarian.”

Maintaining that Sr Pawar
was still strong and he could

still many political battles,
Supriya cited the examples of
industrialist Ratan Tata, 85,
who is guiding the fortunes of
the Tata empire, Amitabh
Bachchan, 82, still the highest-
rated superstar, former Jammu
& Kashmir Farooque Abdullah,
85, to prove her point that her
father could carry on for many
years in politics.

The NCP working presi-
dent charged that the BJP was
“the most corrupt party in
India’.

Referring to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
comment that the NCP stood
for “Naturally Corrupt Party”,
Supriya said that the same BJP
leaders who had loftily claimed
“na khaunga, na khane dunga”
had joined hands with the
Naturally Corrupt Party (fac-
tion) of Ajit Pawar and have
swallowed all its corruption.
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A35-year-old man in Delhi
has been booked for

allegedly forcing his wife to
watch porn and committing
unnatural sex against her
wishes. The complainant has
also alleged that her husband
forced her to dress like a
porn star. The incident took
place in East Delhi and the
30-year-old woman had
lodged a complaint against
her husband and his family on
Monday, the police said.

In her complaint, the
woman also accused her hus-
band and his  family of
demanding dowry, and men-
tally and physically harassing
her, police said.

She said that her father
had given Rs 3 lakh in dowry
and promised to give the rest
of the amount in instalments
which was agreed to by her
in-laws, a senior police offi-
cer said.  Just three days into
her marriage, she was forced
to have sex by her husband
during her menstrual cycle,
he said, citing the woman's

complaint.
The woman alleged that

her husband is an alcoholic
and a chain smoker, who
physically abused her several
times, he added.   He never
gave me any respect and
insisted that I looked like his
favourite pornstars,  and
forced me to cook meat even
though I am a vegetarian, she
said, according to police.

"On Tuesday, a case was
registered under sections 498
A (husband or relative of
husband of a woman subject-
ing her to cruelty), 406 (crim-

inal breach of trust), 377
(unnatural offence) and 34
(common intention) of the
Indian Penal Code and sec-
tions of Dowry Prohibition
Act at Shahdara Police Station
on the complaint of the
woman,"  Deputy
Commissioner of  Police
(Shahdara) Rohit Meena said.
Meena said the investigation
is at an initial stage.

"Statements of witnesses
are being recorded, digital
and other evidence are being
secured for further action in
the case," he said.
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Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha Wednesday launched

India's first Tele-MANAS
Chatbot for the Union territo-
ry of Jammu and Kashmir.

The initiative will ensure
round-the-clock services of
Health Counsellors, Clinical
Psychologists and Consultants. 

The Lieutenant Governor
also inaugurated the 'J&K
Health Conclave' on Mental
Health and Non-
Communicable Diseases at
Srinagar. On the occasion, J&K
Health and Medical Education
Department inked
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) with
Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital
& Research Centre and
NIMHANS. 

The MoU inked between
J&K Health and Medical
Education Department and
Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital
and Research Centre will pro-
vide significant technical sup-
port to improve cancer care
services in the UT and help us
to establish Preventive
Oncology Service, Day Care
Centres and Palliative Care

Service at District Hospitals.
In his address at the con-

clave, the Lt Governor com-
mended the efforts of the
Health Department to bring
together medical experts on a
common platform to deliberate
on the most challenging health
issues and to generate aware-
ness on mental health and life-
threatening non-communica-
ble diseases.

“Our ultimate objective is
patient-centered care and all
the efforts are being made to
ensure that Primary Health
Centers and District Hospitals
provide quality care focusing
on the physical as well as emo-
tional well-being of individual
patients,” the Lt Governor said.

He said the new landmark

initiatives launched today are
testimony to the commitment
of the J&K Administration to
providing quality, affordable
and accessible healthcare ser-
vices to all.

Another important MoU
signed today with NIMHANS
Bengaluru will improve men-
tal health services, training
and capacity building of
Medical Officers and nursing
staff, he added.

Per capita spending on the
health sector in J&K is among
the highest in the country.
During upgradation or build-
ing new infrastructure, we have
focused on three factors- effec-
tiveness, accessibility and
resilient system, the Lt
Governor said.
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To experience Delhi
Government’s transformative

education model, a delegation of 15
American teachers visited Rajkiya
Sarvodaya Kanya/Bal Vidyalaya,
West Vinod Nagar as a part of the
Fulbright Teachers for Global
Classroom program by Fulbright
Teachers Exchanges run by the US
Government. During the visit, the
cohort of American teachers had
the opportunity to engage with
Education Minister Atishi, who
elucidated the Kejriwal government's educational
policies to them

“Delhi government schools have now
become a source of inspiration for many teach-
ers and academicians around the world who are
eager to make remarkable changes in classrooms.
In view of this, a delegation of 15 American
teachers visited Rajkiya Sarvodaya Kanya/Bal
Vidyalaya, West Vinod Nagar. These teachers are
part of the Fulbright Teachers for Global
Classroom program by Fulbright Teachers
Exchanges run by the US Government,” the gov-
ernment said in a statement.

Reflecting on the state of the public edu-
cation system in India, Atishi said, "The scenario
of the divide between public and private schools
is no different in India from other parts of the

world. Today,
70% of the
children in
India have
moved to pri-
vate educa-
tion due to
the deterio-
rating condi-
tion of state

government schools. It is mostly the children of
people who can't afford costly education in pri-
vate schools that attend government schools."

Atishi emphasized that the main aim of the
Kejriwal government is to change this scenario
and make quality education accessible for every
child in Delhi, irrespective of their background.

Highlighting the extraordinary progress
achieved in Delhi government schools, Atishi
further said, "Remarkable change in Delhi
Government Schools can be seen today because
the Government, under the leadership of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, has kept education as
its top priority. 

Delhi presently has the highest budgetary
allocation for education compared to other states
across the country. Twenty five of our state bud-
get goes into education. 

This is one of the reasons that has expedit-
ed the process of transforming education in the
past 8 years in Delhi."

Atishi also emphasized that the investments
made in teacher training, significant improve-
ments in school infrastructure, and the devel-
opment of three unique mindset curriculums
aimed at fostering responsible citizenship
among students.
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The BJP will stage a protest
outside Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal’s residence
on July 7 regarding the Delhi
government’s so-called failure
to fulfil promises made to
employees of Delhi Transport
Corporation(DTC), Delhi Jal
Board(DJB), guest teachers,
anganwadi workers and
ASHA workers.

Announcing this here on
Wednesday, leader of the
Opposit ion in Delhi
Assembly  Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri said the Kejriwal gov-
ernment has betrayed the
employees. 

The government has
completely ignored the
promises made to employees
of DTC, Delhi Jal Board,
guest teachers, anganwadi
workers, and ASHA workers
during the elections.

Bidhuri charged that the
government is exploiting not
only the retired employees of
DTC but also the temporary
and contractual workers,
totaling 50,000 employees.
The pensions of 28,000 retired
employees have not been paid
for the past three months.

Employees are facing
financial hardships while the
government spends over 500

crores annually on promoting
Chief Minister Kejriwal's
image, he said.

Temporary employees are
working in thousands in
DTC, and drivers are on con-
tract in cluster buses. 

Kejriwal had assured all
these temporary and con-
tractual employees that their
salaries would be increased
and their positions made per-
manent if the Aam Aadmi
Party came into power. 

However,  l ike other
unfulfilled promises, Kejriwal
has forgotten this commit-
ment as well.

The Delhi government
has also deceived 22, 000
guest teachers by neither
increasing their salaries nor
regularizing their positions.
Now, the Education Minister
has attempted to mislead
everyone by making false
statements in the Legislative
Assembly, Bidhuri claimed.
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The Gurugram administra-
tion has ordered a struc-

tural audit of buildings in 23
housing societies here after
visual inspections showed that
they could be unsafe.

Deputy Commissioner
Nishant Kumar Yadav said
after the accident at Chintels
Paradiso society last year, the
district administration is iden-
tifying unsafe buildings to
complete their structural audit.
On the basis of the audit report,
repairs will be carried out and
if a building is not repairable,
it will be vacated, he said.

Two women were killed
after the dining room floor of
a sixth-floor apartment of
Tower D at Chintels Paradiso
in Sector 109 came down on
February 10, 2022, triggering
the collapse of roofs and floors
directly under it, till the first
floor.

After a visual inspection of
55 housing societies, it was
decided that a structural audit

of buildings in 23 societies
would be undertaken in the
first phase, Yadav said.

The inspection included
various checkpoints such as
overall maintenance, plastering,
leakage, seepage, dampness
and cracks in the basement,
beam, slab and floor dampness,
and condition of water tanks
and shafts built on the roof of
the building, the official said.
During the inspection, it was
found that buildings in 23
housing societies were not safe,
he added.

In February this year, the
Gurugram administration
declared Towers D, E and F of
Chintels Paradiso unsafe on the
basis of a structural audit report
of the IIT Delhi. Last month,
Tower F was cordoned off after
a balcony of a flat was found to
be "sagging".
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From Page 1
A circulating video on

social media captured the
distressing scene, showing an
individual dressed as a lawyer
firing a weapon into the air,
while others engaged in the
reckless act of throwing
stones and wooden planks.

The authenticity of the
video is yet to be confirmed
by the police.

The groups involved, pre-
dominantly clad in white
shirts, wielded sticks and
exchanged heated verbal
exchanges. Another video
from the scene revealed the
presence of bullet casings
where the shots were fired.

The situation has since
been brought under control,
and appropriate legal action is
being init iated.  Joint
Commissioner of  Police
(Central Range), Parmaditya,
also visited the site, according
to police reports.

Investigative teams are
diligently working to identi-

fy all individuals involved,
although no arrests have been
made thus far. The licensing
status of the firearms used
remains under investigation.

KK Manan, Chairman of
the Bar Council of Delhi,
strongly condemned the inci-
dent and pledged to conduct
a thorough inquiry. “We will
launch a comprehensive
investigation into the matter,
including the verification of
weapon licenses. Regardless
of l icensing,  the use of
firearms in such a manner by
lawyers or anyone else with-
in or near court premises is
absolutely unacceptable,”
Manan emphasized.

In response to the firing
incident at Tis Hazari court,
the Bar Council of Delhi has
taken immediate action by
suspending the license of a
lawyer identified in a viral
social media video. The coun-
cil denounced the lawyer’s
violent behaviour within the
court premises as highly

deplorable and a gross mis-
conduct.

The concerned lawyer has
been summoned to provide a
written explanation and
appear before the Bar Council
of Delhi’s office on July 7.

This incident is not an
isolated occurrence, as Delhi’s
courts have witnessed multi-
ple instances of gun violence.
In April 2021, a debarred
lawyer fired multiple rounds
at a woman, causing injuries,
at the Saket court complex.
Another court employee was
also harmed during the inci-
dent. In September 2021,
gangster Jitendra Gogi was
fatally shot by two individu-
als posing as lawyers within a
crowded Rohini courtroom.

These repeated incidents
underscore the pressing need
for enhanced security mea-
sures and stricter regulations
within court premises to
ensure the safety and well-
being of  a l l  individuals
involved.

From Page 1
During the hearing,

Additional Solicitor General
SV Raju requested time for
the translation of documents,
which the bench agreed to,
scheduling the next hearing
for July 19. Senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, representing
Setalvad, urged the bench to
urgently hear the matter.

On July 1, the apex court
protected Setalvad from arrest
and stayed the High Court’s
order rejecting her plea for
regular bai l ,  which had
instructed her to surrender
immediately. 

The three-judge bench
had questioned the denial of
time for Setalvad to appeal
against the high court’s order,
emphasising that even an
ordinary criminal is entitled
to interim relief.

The bench noted, “In

ordinary circumstances, we
would not have considered
such a request. However, it is
to be noted that after the FIR
was registered against the
petitioner on June 25, 2022,
the petitioner was arrested...
This court, considering the
application for grant of inter-
im bail, had granted the same
on certain conditions, vide
order dated September 2,
2022. One of the factors that
weighed with this court was
that the petitioner was a
woman and as such entitled to
special protection under
Section 437 CrPC.”

The three-judge bench
granted the stay on the High
Court’s order for a week,
allowing Setalvad time to
challenge the decision. 

The matter was heard in
a special sitting on July 1 after
a two-judge vacation bench

on the same day had differed
on granting interim protec-
tion from arrest to Setalvad.

Teesta Setalvad, along
with former Gujarat Director
General  of  Police RB
Sreekumar and ex-IPS officer
Sanjiv Bhatt, was arrested in
June last year on charges of
fabricating evidence to frame
innocent people in the post-
Godhra riots cases.

The Gujarat High Court
had observed that Setalvad
had used her close associates
and riot victims to file false
and fabricated affidavits to
undermine the establishment
and tarnish the image of the
then Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi, who is now the Prime
Minister. 

Setalvad had previously
obtained interim bail from the
apex court in September of
last year.

From Page 1
“A new generation is com-

ing forward in later years. You
can happily bless them.... If I
am wrong, tell me, Ajit, you’re
wrong. I will admit my mis-
take and fix it and move on.
For whom else are we all
working? Is it our fault that
we weren’t born to someone
special?,” the rebel NCP
leader asked.

Having not kindly to the
Ajit faction having moved
the Election Commission,
Sharad said, “I am not both-
ered that some people have
made all kinds of comments
about me. But, those people
whom I got elected as MLAs,
have betrayed me. Whatever
may be the case, I will let not
these people take away our
party and its symbol from us.
They (the rebels) may be
using my photographs, but
they will not gain currency in
terms of popularity”.

However, Sharad was rel-
atively not that aggressive
when it came to taking on his
nephew.  Sharad said, “On one
hand, these people (rebels)
calls me a God, while on the
other they ignore me.. They
call me a Guru but make alle-

gations against me,” an upset
Sharad said.

State NCP president
Jayant Patil, a close aide of
Sharad, claimed that the party
cadres were still with the vet-
eran Maratha leader. 

“A small trailer of Sharad’s
popularity was witnessed a
few days earlier in Kolhapur
and Pune… These people
(rebels) are forgetting that
the ordinary workers of the
NCP are still with saheb.
Whatever Sharad says is the
final word for us,” said Patil.

Invoking the popular slo-
gan -- ‘Sarfaroshi ki Tamanna
ab hamare dil  me hain,
Dekhna hai zor kitna bazu-e-
qatil me hain’, Patil asked the
enthusiastic gathering to take
an oath.

The party workers gath-
ered at the YB Chavan Centre
took an oath in the name of
god and under the leadership
and presidentship of Sharad
that all of them would work
the NCP till their last breath,
they would not support the
deserters, would not do any-
thing that will sully Pawars
ideology and remain loyal to
him and the party for their
entire life.

From Page 1
Now with Ajit staking a claim for 90 out 288 seats, the BJP - which has a strength of 105 seats

in the current State Assembly - will have to give some seats out of its kitty of 198 seats to the
Eknath Shinde Shiv Sena, with which it is currently sharing power in the state.

In fact, the Shinde-led Shiv Sena is already feeling the pinch of the Ajit faction joining his
Government. So much so that some of Shinde Sena MLAs are already in talks with the rival Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena so that they can return to the parent party in the coming weeks.

Chief Minister Eknath Shinde will have a tough time keeping his flock together. Much to the
dismay of Shinde, it is being speculated in the media that the ruling BJP is expecting a ruling by
Speaker Rahul Narvekar on the disqualification of 16 Sena MLAs that might go against the Chief
Minister. 

In such an event, Shinde might not continue as the chief minister and Devendra Fadnavis
would replace in the post. In such an event, the BJP will be able to handle Shinde Sena in an effec-
tive manner.
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Asensational broad-daylight
firing incident inside the

bustling Tis Hazari court
premises on Wednesday creat-
ed panic among lawyers and lit-
igants alike. The incident
occurred around 1 pm, when
two groups of lawyers clashed,
according to a lawyer who was
also an eyewitness.

“One faction of lawyers,
armed with wooden sticks,
clashed with another group.
The dispute was purportedly
over the allotment of lawyers'
chambers and parking vehi-
cles,” he said.

One of the factions, led by
an office-bearer of the Delhi
Bar Association, fired in the air,
triggering panic, he said.
“People ran for cover when bul-
lets were fired. There was panic
all around,” he said.

Another lawyer, Ravi Rai,
said shortly after the incident,
a large posse of police person-
nel arrived and sealed off the
area. 

Police also found empty
cartridges from the spot, he
said. The incident shocked

several litigants, some of whom
said the security provisions on
the court premises were inad-
equate. 

“I had come here to meet
my lawyer for a civil case. If
lawyers can sneak firearms
inside, then there is definitely
a question over the security and
safety of litigants,” said Ram
Singh.

Meanwhile, the Bar
Council of Delhi has suspend-
ed advocate Manish Sharma's
licence to practise law with
immediate effect for his alleged
involvement in the incident.
However, this is not an isolat-
ed incident, there have been
multiple instances of gun vio-

lence in Delhi’s courts.
On April 21, a 49-year-old

debarred lawyer fired four
rounds at a woman and
wounded her in the Saket court
complex in south Delhi. 

A man who works as a
'munshi' in the court was also
injured in the firing that
occurred around 10.30 am.
Police had said the suspended
lawyer, Kameshwar Singh alias
Manoj Singh, a resident of
Durga Ashram in Chhatarpur,
was arrested from a house in
Faridabad. Singh had filed a
case of cheating against the
woman and her lawyer
Rajendra Jha over a monetary
dispute involving Rs 25 lakh.  
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After terminating over 400
private persons appointed

by the Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment as advisers, consul-
tants, fellows, advisors in dif-
ferent departments,
autonomous bodies and Public
Sector Undertakings, the Delhi
government’s Services
Department on Wednesday
directed all departments to
stop engagements of all the fel-
lows/ Associate Fellows/
Advisors/ Dy. Advisors/
Specialists/ Senior Research
Officers/ Consultants, by what-
ever name, without the
approval of Lieutenant
Governor of Delhi. 

Further, the Service
Department has urged the
Finance Department to  direct
all the Pay and Account Offices
not to release salary to them
without the consent of LG.

Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has directed to
immediately terminate services
of around 437 private persons
appointed by the city govern-
ment as advisors, consultants,
fellows, advisors in different
departments, autonomous bod-

ies and PSUs. According to a
statement shared by the L-G
House, Saxena’s directions came
following a proposal made by
the Services Department. 

“If any administrative
department finds it appropriate
to continue such engagements,
the detailed case with all records
and proper justification shall be
forwarded by the concerned
Departments to the Services
Department, Delhi government
for onward submission to Lt.
Governor for consideration
and approval immediately. 

All the departments are
accordingly directed to comply
with the above instructions
failing which action, as may
deem fit, may be initiated
against the concerned
Administrative Secretary for
violation of the Constitutional
Provisions on Reservation,”
Special Secretary ( Services
Department) YVVJ Rajasekhar
said in a letter  to all
Administrative Secretaries and
Head of Departments of Delhi
government.  

The Services Department
has said that there were a total
of 437 fellows, associate fellows,
advisors, deputy advisors, spe-

cialists/senior research officers
and consultants were appoint-
ed in as many as 18 depart-
ments, autonomous bodies,
PSUs, Corporations, Boards,
etc where approvals of
Lieutenant Governor were not
taken. These engaged persons
were taking salaries between Rs
25,000 and Rs 1.5 lakh per
month depending of their des-
ignations.

As per details, the
Assembly has engaged 140 fel-
low and associate fellow with
monthly salary ranged from Rs
60,000 to Rs one lakh. The
Department of Archeology has
hired 12 persons and out of
which 6 were Senior Research
Fellow and 6 were Junior
Research Fellow.  

The environment depart-
ment has engaged 28 private
persons including three spe-
cialists, 10 fellows and 15 asso-
ciate fellows were engaged while
15 SRF and 5 JRF were engaged
in Department of Delhi
Achieves.  As many as five per-
sons were employed in the
Department of Women and
Child Development and 7 per-
sons in the Department of
Industries. A whopping 49 per-

sons were engaged on various
positions in the DTC, 43 per-
sons in the SCERT, 6 persons in
the DUSIB, three in the DDRS,
13 persons in the DTIDC, four
persons in the DPCC, 9 persons
including media advisor, chief
media advisor, visiting consul-
tant, nodal officer, etc in the
Delhi Jal Board, one person
each in the Delhi Parks and
Garden Society, Delhi Tourism,
, Delhi State Institute of Cancer
and Delhi Agriculture
Marketing Board.  

According to officials, the
appointments of these person-
nel were made by flouting the
constitutional provisions of
reservation; by depriving the
people belonging to Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and
OBCs from their constitution-
al rights and through back
door entry without meeting the
qualification / experience.

“It was observed that the
provisions of reservations for
SC/ST/OBC shall be followed
in all temporary appointments
lasting for 45 days or more. and
such temporary appointments
have been done by the Delhi
Government for more than  45
days in all such cases.  
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Asignificant portion of a
road in Delhi's Janakpuri

area collapsed during the
morning hours on Wednesday.
Fortunately, no injuries have
been reported thus far. The
incident resulted in a noticeable
gap in the road's surface, caus-
ing concern among residents
and commuters. The spot has
been barricaded to avert any
mishap.

Local authorities are assess-
ing the situation and working
to ensure the safety of the
affected area. Prompt action is
being taken to address the
road collapse and prevent any
potential accidents or further
damage.

Visuals of the massive cave-
in circulated on social media.
The national capital recorded
0.2 mm rainfall in a 24-hour
period ending at 8.30 am on
Wednesday.

According to police, the
department responsible for the
maintenance has been
informed so that repairs can be
undertaken.  The traffic police
posted about the matter on

Twitter to inform about the
incident. “Road has caved-in
near Possangipur park due to
which traffic is restricted in
both the carriageways from
Joginder Singh Marg towards
Possangipur Village and vice-
versa. Kindly avoid the stretch,”
it tweeted. The traffic police

department said it has received
information about congestion
from Pankha Road in
Janakpuri and on the road
coming from Mangolpuri
towards Janakpuri.  “The road
caved in due to the leakage of
a sewer line of the Delhi Jal
Board. Two pipelines pass

through the area -- a sewer line
and a water pipeline. The sewer
line burst which led to the road
cave-in,” A senior PWD official
said. “The DJB has been
informed and they are working
to repair the sewer line. Once
they repair it, we will fill the
road and make it motorable

once again. We have our man-
power ready and as soon as
DJB gives us a go-ahead, we
will repair the road,” it added.
Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva slammed the Arvind
Kejriwal government for the
caving-in.

“People of Delhi are sur-
prised... That Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal boasts of mak-
ing Delhi roads like European
roads and here we witness
road caving, craters and pot-
holes on Delhi roads. The con-
dition of Delhi roads as we
enter from any border of Delhi
is pathetic,” Sachdeva said.

Delhi BJP president also
mentioned the death of an
autorickshaw driver last week
at an unguarded construction
site of PWD to home in his
point and demanded account-
ability from PWD Minister
Atishi of the Aam Aadmi Party.

Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri also slammed the AAP
government for failing to main-
tain the roads and said this
Kejriwal government must
focuss on their works instead of
politicizing every issues.
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Avideo of a group of 'kan-
wariyas' dancing inside a

Delhi Metro train has gone
viral on social media, forcing
the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) to warn
that all commuters to maintain
discipline and decorum while
travelling in the train.

This note of caution came
in the backdrop of the video
clip showing kanwariyas, all
clad in traditional saffron dress,
dancing to the tunes of a song
dedicated to Lord Shiva.
Several videos made inside the
Delhi Metro or its premises that
turned up on social media in
the last several months have led
to controversies and attracted
authorities' attention.

“We request our com-
muters to maintain discipline
and decorum while travelling
by the Metro,” the DMRC said
in a statement on Wednesday
on the latest video that gar-
nered considerable traction on
social media sites. “All passen-
gers must ensure that their

behaviour doesn't cause any
inconvenience to fellow com-
muters.  DMRC's flying squads
regularly travel all across the
network to detect such activi-
ty,” it said. Incidentally, two
videos in past few days gained
traction.  

The first clip showed two
young men engaged in a brawl
in the Delhi Metro and in
another video a woman slaps a
co-passenger standing right
next to her.  She can also be
seen shouting at him before
slapping him in front every one
in the compartment. The video
was shared on Twitter account
Ghar Ke Kalesh. It has 67k

views. The video shows a
woman standing next to a man
and shouting at him.

The reason for the fight is
not clear though. The woman
screamed at the man and at one
point of time she lost her cool
and slapped him. Someone in
the same compartment record-
ed the video and shared it
online. Everyone present there
watched as the two fought and
did not intervene.

Following the video on
brawl between two young men,
the DMRC had said “we
request that commuters con-
duct themselves responsibly
while travelling by Metro.” 
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The Delhi government has
proposed slapping an envi-

ronmental compensation of
up to Rs 5 lakh on property
owners with an area of at least
100 square metres who fail to
maintain a functional rainwa-
ter harvesting system.

In a report submitted to the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) recently, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment in the national capital
said the penalty could be
increased by 50 per cent for
non-residential units.

The government has sug-
gested implementing an envi-
ronmental compensation of Rs
50,000 on properties on a plot
area measuring 100 sq.M to
500 sq.M, Rs 1 lakh for a plot
area between 501 sq.M and
2,000 sq.M, Rs 2 lakh for a plot

area between 2,000 sq.M and
5,000 sq.M and Rs 5 lakh for a
plot area measuring more than
5,000 sq.M. The Delhi govern-
ment had made rainwater har-
vesting (RWH) systems
mandatory in 2012 and non-
compliance attracts a penalty of
one-and-a-half times the water
bill amount. A 10-per cent
rebate is given on the water bill
if an RWH system is installed.

The city government also
said the Delhi Jal Board (DJB)

has been asked to withdraw the
rebate given on water bills to
the societies and institutions
that do not have a functional
RWH system.

The NGT asked the Delhi
chief secretary in February to
file an action-taken report after
a petition claimed that RWH
systems were not functioning
properly in many societies at
Dwarka. The tribunal had
directed the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) to
coordinate with the DJB and
take remedial action, creating
awareness and preventing
extraction of groundwater.

It had also formed a joint
committee comprising the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), Ministry of Jal
Shakti (MoJS) and Ministry of
Urban Development to con-
sider the situation on the same
pattern throughout country.

New Delhi: A survey among
Delhi University students by
AISA has found that over 85
per cent of respondents were
against the continuation of
the four-year undergraduate
programme (FYUP). 

It said most students felt
overburdened by the continu-
ous assessment in colleges and
alleged that the model “has
tried to kill the idea of debate,
dissent and freedom”.

In June, DU's AISA con-
ducted the university-wide
survey titled 'FYUP Ka Report
Card'. 

Over 4000 students from
23 different colleges of the
University participated in the
survey, answering questions
about the course structure, fee
hike and assessment scheme,
the student group said.

The findings of the survey
have comprehensively proven
that FYUP has turned students
into “shambles”, the All India
Students' Association (AISA)
claimed. 

From the course structure
to the assessment scheme, stu-
dents have “rejected” each and
every aspect of the new system,
the student wing of CPI(ML)
said. 
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The process to appoint new
office bearers of the Delhi

BJP is underway and the names
are likely to be announced by
the end of this month, party
leaders said on Wednesday.  

The appointments of vice
presidents, general secretaries,
secretaries and other posts of
the Delhi BJP as well as chiefs
of different morchas were due
since Virendra Sachdeva took
charge as state president in
March this year. 

“The process to form the
new team had slowed down
due to the monthlong reach out
campaign of the Delhi BJP in
June. Now, it has picked up

pace. The new team is likely to
be announced in July itself,”
said a senior Delhi BJP func-
tionary.

Prior to the appointments
of the office bearers, 14 district
presidents will be named, he
said.  “Three to four potential
candidates having ground con-
nect, good performance in
party programmes, and expe-
rience have been shortlisted for
each post by the state president
in consultation with the Delhi
BJP general secretary (organi-
sation),” said another senior
Delhi BJP leader.  

“The names will be sent for
approval to the central leader-
ship after which the new team
will be announced,” he said.

Sources in the party claimed
that several senior leaders who
repeatedly found a place in the
teams of successive presidents
of the Delhi BJP over the years
could be dropped this time.

“The Delhi BJP team
selection is crucial this time as
the Lok Sabha elections are just
a few months away. Also,
Assembly elections in Delhi
will be held in 2025 which
entails the necessity to have a
strong force of leaders with
maximum political utility,” said
a party leader.

The Delhi BJP state unit
office bearers include a presi-
dent, four general secretaries,
eight vice presidents and sec-
retaries besides other posts.
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The Delhi Government has
sought public feedback on

its draft policy concerning
independent food outlets in the
national Capital that seeks to
ease licensing norms and aid
their expansion. The policy
was announced in the Rozgar
Budget 2022-23 by the then
Finance Minister Manish
Sisodia. The last date for pub-
lic feedback is July 20.

According to the draft, the
government has decided to
recognise the existence of inde-
pendent food outlets as a sep-
arate activity since most of the
stakeholder departments of the
government do not have a sep-
arate category named
‘Independent Food outlets' in
the policy regime.

“The term ‘independent
food outlet' shall include other
similar terminology such as
cloud kitchen, ghost kitchen,

dark kitchen, base kitchen,
satellite kitchen and virtual
kitchen etc.,” it said.
“‘Independent food outlet' shall
mean those outlets that oper-
ate independently in any com-
mercial or industrial space
without any of its products
being sold to consumers on-
site,” the draft mentions.

Specifying the definition of
independent food outlets, the
draft specified that all

food/products of such outlets
should be invariably delivered
to the consumers by way of
delivery personnel. 

However, outlets that are
attached to dine-in restaurants
or takeaway establishments
should not be specified as
independent food outlets. The
Delhi government's
Department of Industries has
been mandated to develop a
single-window portal for

licensing and compliance
under the recently notified
start-up policy.  The single-
window portal will also func-
tion as an online platform to
facilitate all licences and per-
mission for setting up and
operating independent food
outlets in the National Capital
Territory of Delhi.

The policy proposes for
removal of the requirement of
a fire NOC while stressing
that a ‘no fire NOC' should be
required for the establishment
and operation of independent
food outlets in industrial and
commercial locations for cov-
ered areas below 250 square
metres.  

The policy envisions 24X7
operations for such outlets.
The Labour Department will
examine and bring suitable
amendments to permit round-
the-clock operations for inde-
pendent food outlets.  It pro-
poses the adoption of a com-

puterised inspection manage-
ment system, which may pro-
vide random assignment of
inspections, wherever neces-
sary.  “The concerned depart-
ment shall carry out a risk-
based assessment in a time-
bound manner by determining
the need and periodicity of
inspections ensuring trans-
parency,” the draft said. 

The Delhi government will
also develop independent food
outlets if a need is felt for the
development of such a facility
in any industrial/commercial
area, through the Delhi State
Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd.
(DSIIDC).

It states that these facilities
shall be of plug-and-play in
nature with all the common
infrastructures being provided
at the complex. These facilities
shall be allowed to operate on
a rental basis and subsidised if
required. 
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The people of Delhi have
taken to the streets in a

powerful protest against the
unconstitutional and autocrat-
ic ordinance imposed on Delhi
by the Modi government,
demanding its immediate with-
drawal. 

Citizens across all assembly
constituencies in Delhi
marched in protest on
Wednesday, expressing their
strong dissent against the black
ordinance and symbolically
burning effigies representing it. 

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) firmly asserts that the
people of Delhi have unequiv-
ocally resolved against this
unjust ordinance until Prime
Minister Narendra Modi heeds
their call and retracts it. From

July 6 to July 13, effigies and
copies of the black ordinance
will be burnt at various locali-
ties, streets, and intersections
across Delhi, serving as a pow-
erful reminder of the people's
discontent.On Wednesday, at 6
pm, people from all walks of

life in Delhi united to burn effi-
gies and copies of the black
ordinance introduced by the
Modi government.  The mas-
sive turnout of Delhi's residents
clearly communicated their
demand for the withdrawal of
this oppressive ordinance,

which infringes upon the con-
stitutional rights of the elected
government. The public firm-
ly believes that the black ordi-
nance undermines the best
interests of Delhi.It is important
to note that a Supreme Court
order previously granted the
elected government of Delhi
the authority services involving
the transfer and posting of
officers.

The Court recognised that
denying a government control
over its officers would hinder
effective governance, contra-
dicting the intention of the
Constitution makers, and thus
ruled that the Kejriwal
Government should have leg-
islative and executive power
over services necessary for the
region's administration. 

However, a week later, the

Modi government at the Centre
disregarded the Supreme
Court's decision and over-
turned it through the intro-
duction of the black ordinance.
This ordinance effectively
stripped the elected govern-
ment of Delhi of its rightful
powers. 

The AAP is resolutely com-
mitted to championing the
rights and legitimate concerns
of the people of Delhi and will
take their struggle to the streets
to challenge the black ordi-
nance imposed by the central
government.

As part of a pre-announced
program, AAP workers and
supporters demonstrated their
opposition to the ordinance by
burning copies of it in various
assemblies across Delhi on
Wednesday. 
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh is set to preside over

a day-long “Chintan Shivir” at
the Ministry of Defence in New
Delhi on Thursday. The session
will focus on crucial topics
such as cyber security, mod-
ernisation of the armed forces,
and related matters.

This high-level brain-
storming session follows a series
of meetings held last month by
various departments under the
Ministry of Defence, including
the Department of Defence
(DoD), Department of Defence
Production (DDP), Department
of Military Affairs (DMA),
Department of Ex-Servicemen
Welfare (DESW), and Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO). During
these sessions, officers discussed
critical issues and explored ways
to enhance productivity.
Eminent subject matter experts

were invited to address the offi-
cers and share their insights.
During the ‘Chintan Shivir’ on
Thursday, Rajnath Singh will
review the key takeaways from
the previous brainstorming ses-
sions. The focus will be on
implementing the recommen-
dations that emerged from these
discussions. 

The day-long meeting will
be attended by Minister of State
for Defence Ajay Bhatt, Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) General
Anil Chauhan, Army Chief
Manoj Pande, Defence
Secretary  Giridhar Aramane,
and other senior civil and mil-
itary officials, according to
defence ministry officials. 

The themes covered during
the previous sessions included
cyber security challenges to
national security, capacity build-
ing in defence acquisitions,
enhancing production and
defence exports, and promoting
self-reliance (Aatmanirbharta). 

���� )*+�,*�-�

India and Tanzania will
review the entire gamut of

their bilateral ties and explore
ways to strengthen their rela-
tions during External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar’s four-day
visit there starting Wednesday.

Giving details of his sched-
ule, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said here, the
external affairs minister will
first visit Zanzibar from July 5-
6 where he will visit a water
supply project funded by the
Indian government  India line
of credit, call on top leadership
and also attend a reception
onboard Indian navy ship
Trishul, which is visiting
Tanzania. Thereafter, he will
visit the Dar-es-Salaam city of
Tanzania from July 7-8  where

he will co-chair the 10th India-
Tanzania Joint Commission
Meeting with his counterpart.
Jaishankar will also call on the
country’s top leadership,
including several Cabinet rank
Ministers.

During the visit, he will
meet the members of the
Parliamentary Friendship
Group for India and inaugurate
an India-Tanzania business
meeting. Jaishankar will also
address the Indian diaspora
and inaugurate the bust of
Swami Vivekananda in Dar es
Salaam.

India and Tanzania have
traditionally enjoyed close and
friendly relations and
Jaishankar’s visit will further
consolidate the bilateral rela-
tions between our two coun-
tries, the MEA said.
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In an effort to forge closer
defence ties, the seventh edi-

tion of the bilateral Japan-
India Maritime Exercise 2023
(JIMEX 23) hosted by the
Indian Navy is being conduct-
ed at and off Visakhapatnam
from July 5-10.  This edition
marks the 11th anniversary of
JIMEX, since its inception in
2012.

Giving details of the exer-
cise, navy officials said here on
Wednesday Japan Maritime
Self Defence Force (JMSDF)
units under the command of
Rear Admiral Nishiyama
Takahiro, Commander Escort
Flotilla One, and Indian Naval
ships under the command of
Rear Admiral Gurcharan
Singh, Flag Officer
Commanding Eastern Fleet
are participating in the exercise. 

JIMEX 23 will witness the
participation of INS Delhi,
India’s first indigenously built
guided missile destroyer, INS
Kamorta, an indigenously
designed and built anti-sub-

marine warfare corvette, fleet
tanker INS Shakti, a submarine,
maritime patrol aircraft P8I
and Dornier, ship-borne heli-
copters and fighter aircraft.
JMSDF will be represented by
the guided missile destroyer JS
Samidare and its integral heli-
copters. 

The exercise will be con-
ducted over six days in two
phases - a harbour phase at
Visakhapatnam comprising
professional, sports and social
interactions, after which, the
two navies will jointly hone
their war fighting skills at sea
and enhance their interoper-
ability through complex multi-
discipline operations in the
surface, sub-surface and air
domains. 
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Aday after Canada assured
India about safety of its

diplomats there, an Indian-ori-
gin MP in Canada has slammed
the provocative pro-Khalistani
posters labelling some senior
Indian diplomats as “killers”
and warned that the “snakes in
our backyard are raising their
heads and hissing”.

Chandra Arya, a Liberal
Party politician, who hails from
Karnataka, also underlined on
Wednesday that it was only a
question of time when they
would bite to kill, an apparent
reference to the growing men-
ace posed by Khalistan sup-
porters in Canada.

Tweeting a poster
announcing the so-called
‘Khalistan Freedom Rally’ on
July 8, Arya, who represents the
Nepean constituency in

Ontario province, said:
“Khalistanis in Canada contin-
ue to reach a new low in abus-
ing our Charter of Rights and
Freedom by promoting violence
and hate.” “Emboldened by
non-criticism from elected offi-
cials of a recent Brampton
parade portraying and cele-
brating the assassination of
Indian Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi by her bodyguards,

they are now openly calling for
violence against India diplo-
mats,” Arya tweeted. “While it
is good to see Canadian author-
ities are noticing, we should
note the snakes in our backyard
are raising their heads and
hissing. It is only a question of
time when they bite to kill,” the
59-year-old MP wrote on
Twitter.  The Khalistani poster
has sparked outrage across

India by calling India’s High
Commissioner to Ottawa
Sanjay Kumar Verma and
Consul General in Toronto
Apoorva Srivastava as “killers”
of the Khalistan Tiger Force
chief Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

It came a month after
alleged Khalistanis, marking
the 39th anniversary of
Operation Blue Star, put up a
tableau of late Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi with blood on
her clothes and a poster that
read, “Revenge of attack on Shri
Darbar Sahib”.

India summoned the
Canadian envoy in New Delhi
on Monday and issued a
demarche over the increasing
activities by pro-Khalistani ele-
ments in Canada. It is learnt
that India has also asked the
Canadian authorities to take
appropriate measures in view of
planned protests by pro-
Khalistan groups outside Indian

missions in Canada on July 8.
India also summoned the
Canadian High Commissioner
Cameron MacKay on Tuesday
to discuss the issue. Canada on
Tuesday assured India of the
safety of its diplomats, a day
after External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said India has
asked its partner countries such
as Canada, the UK and the US
not to give space to “extremist
Khalistani ideology” as it is “not
good” for relations. 

A statement by Canadian
Foreign Minister Melanie Joly
on Tuesday termed the “pro-
motional material” circulating
ahead of the Khalistan rally
“unacceptable”. Joly, in the
statement highlighting Canada’s
adherence to the Vienna
Conventions, said: “Canada
takes its obligations under the
Vienna Conventions regard-
ing the safety of diplomats very
seriously.” 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Wednesday said it has arrested
Managing Director of IREO
Group Lalit Goyal on money
laundering charges in the judge
bribery case.

The ED initiated an inves-
tigation on the basis of the FIR
registered by ACB, Panchkula,
Haryana.

As per the FIR, reliable
information was received that
Sudhir Parmer (posted as
Special Judge for CBI and ED
cases at Panchkula at the mate-
rial time) was showing
favouritism to the accused per-
sons Roop Kumar Bansal, his
brother Basant Bansal, the
owners of M3M Group and
Lalit Goyal, the owner of IREO
Group in lieu of undue advan-
tage extended by Sudhir
Parmar in the criminal cases of
ED under PMLA and other
cases of CBI pending against
these accused persons in his
court, the ED said in a state-
ment.

“It is alleged that undue

benefit was provided to Sudhir
Parmar through this relative
Ajay Parmar.  It was further
stated that as per reliable infor-
mation instances of grave mis-
conduct, abuse of official posi-
tion and demand/ acceptance
of undue advantage/ bribe from
the accused persons in the
cases pending in his court
were observed,” it said.

Goyal was produced before
the designated PMLA Court at
Panchkula. The Court has
granted custody of Goyal to ED
till Friday following which the
accused will be produced in the
court.

ED has also arrested Basant
Bansal and Pankaj Bansal, pro-
moters/ directors of M3M
Group, and Ajay Parmar, rela-

tive of Sudhir Parmar in con-
nection with this case. Further
investigations are in progress,
it added.   In a separate case, the
ED has arrested Amar
Sadhuram Mulchandani, for-
mer chairman of Seva Vikas
Co-operative Bank on July 1,
2023 under the provisions of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

The arrest was made in
connection with the ongoing
investigation in the Seva Vikas
Co-operative Bank fraud case
in which the Bank has suffered
a loss of Rs 429 crore in 124
non-performing asset (NPA)
loan accounts. This has caused
the Bank to go bankrupt caus-
ing loss to thousands of small
depositors.

����������/���"�����
)*+�,*�-�

The Railway Board is set to
conduct a comprehensive

review of the fares for Vande
Bharat Express trains in
response to a decline in occu-
pancy. Launched amidst much
anticipation across several
states over the past year, these
high-speed trains have been
facing low passenger numbers
due to the exorbitant fare struc-
ture. 

As a result, the board is
considering fare reductions for
specific routes, including
Indore-Bhopal, Bhopal-
Jabalpur, and Nagpur-Bilaspur
Vande Bharat routes, among
others. The Bhopal-Indore
Vande Bharat service recorded
a mere 29 percent occupancy
while the return journey from
Indore to Bhopal witnessed
only 21 percent occupancy by

the end of June. Currently, the
AC Chair car ticket for this
three-hour journey costs Rs
950, while the Executive Chair
Car ticket is priced at Rs 1525
per passenger. The fare revision
aims to make the fares more
reasonable, ensuring greater
affordability and encouraging
higher passenger turnout for
these sophisticated semi-high-

speed train services. By review-
ing the fare structure, the
Railway Board hopes to opti-
mize the utilization of Vande
Bharat Express trains and
improve their overall viability.
“The idea is to ensure that all
the Vande Bharat trains work
towards ensuring passenger
convenience. We have reviewed
the situation and we believe

that some of the Vande Bharat
trains, especially of shorter
durations between two to
around five hours will do much
better if their prices are
decreased.  

We want more and more
people to use these trains.
While most of the Vande
Bharat trains are running at 100
percent occupancy, a handful
are not and we are making the
changes needed to ensure they
do,” said a senior railways offi-
cial.

Another train whose fares
are under review is the Nagpur-
Bilaspur Vande Bharat Express
which has an average occu-
pancy of around 55 percent.
With a travel time of around 5
hours 30 minutes, the general
belief is that it would do much
better if the prices were brought
down. The fare for the execu-
tive class from Nagpur-Bilaspur
Vande Bharat Express is Rs

2,045 while that of the Chair
Car is Rs 1,075. This train was
replaced by the Tejas Express in
May due to low occupancy. The
Bhopal-Jabalpur Vande Bharat
Express which has clocked 32
percent occupancy while the
return journey on Jabalpur-
Bhopal Vande Bharat service
has shown 36 percent occu-
pancy is also likely to see a fare
reduction, sources said. 

The 4.5-hour journey
between the two cities costs Rs
1055 for AC chair from Bhopal
to Jabalpur while an Executive
chair car ticket will cost Rs
1880. On its return journey, the
fare for an AC chair is Rs 955,
while an Executive chair car
ticket costs Rs 1790. 

So far, 46 Vande Bharat
Express services have reached
all rail-electrified states of the
country. Encompassing a total
of 24 states and Union territo-
ries, the Vande Bharat Express

fleet has been ever-growing
owing to its time-saving fea-
ture, which saves an average of
an hour in comparison to other
trains.

The Vande Bharat trains
with top occupancy include the
Kasaragod to Trivandrum train
is the best-performing Vande
Bharat Express (183 percent),
Trivandrum to Kasaragod
Vande Bharat train (176 per-
cent), the Gandhinagar-
Mumbai Central Vande Bharat
Express (134 percent), Mumbai
Central-Gandhinagar Vande
Bharat Express (129 percent),
Varanasi-New Delhi Vande
Bharat Express (128 percent),
New Delhi-Varanasi Vande
Bharat Express (124 percent),
Dehradun-Amritsar Vande
Bharat Express (105 percent),
Mumbai-Sholapur Vande
Bharat Express (111 percent),
Sholapur-Mumbai Vande
Bharat Express (104 percent).
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Ahigh-level Government
panel of the Union Ministry

of Social Justice and
Empowerment on Wednesday
claimed that with the conver-
sion of most of the insanitary
latrines into sanitary latrines
under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
the problem of manual scav-
enging has been eliminated in
the country.

But at the same time, it
admitted that only 508 dis-
tricts out of the total 766 dis-
tricts in the country have
declared themselves free from
the inhuman practice. 

This was disclosed at the
eighth meeting of the Central
Monitoring Committee held
on Wednesday under the chair-
manship of Dr Virendra Kumar,
Union Minister of Social Justice
and Empowerment to review
the implementation of the
“Prohibition of Employment as
Manual Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013.” The

Committee noted that with the
conversion of most of the insan-
itary latrines into sanitary
latrines under Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, the problem of man-
ual scavenging was eliminated.
Presently there is no evidence of
the continuation of the practice
of manual scavenging.

However, it also pointed out
that “All States/Districts have
been requested to declare their
district free from manual scav-
enging.  As on date, such con-
firmation from 520 districts
out of 766 districts in the coun-
try has already been received.  

The Committee suggested
to follow up with the remaining
districts,” said a statement from
the Ministry. The Committee
was informed that the Ministry
had initiated two surveys of
manual scavengers in 2013 and
then in 2018.  

“During these surveys, a
total of 58,098 eligible manual
scavengers had been identified
and all of them have been pro-
vided the One Time Cash
Assistance of Rs. 40,000. 
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The Supreme Court
Collegium headed by Chief

Justice DY Chandrachud on
Wednesday recommended to
the Centre the names of Justice
Ujjal Bhuyan, Chief Justice of
the Telangana High Court, and
Justice S Venkatanarayana
Bhatti, Chief Justice of Kerala
High Court for elevation as the
judges of the apex court. The
Supreme Court has a sanc-
tioned strength of 34 judges but
is currently functioning with 31
after the retirement of three
judges last month. 

The revamped collegium
having Justices Sanjay Kishan
Kaul, Sanjiv Khanna, B R Gavai
and Surya Kant, took the deci-
sion in its first meeting on
Wednesday. Justice Gavai and
Justice Kant are the new
entrants to the collegium. 

Noting that the apex court
has three vacancies, the col-
legium said it is imperative to
take steps to fill them up with
a view to augmenting the work-

ing judge-strength to take care
of the backlog of cases and the
large institution of fresh mat-
ters.  “The collegium deliber-
ated on and discussed the
names of Chief Justices and
senior puisne Judges of the
High Courts eligible for
appointment to the Supreme
Court. 

“Judgments authored by
those falling in the zone of con-
sideration for elevation to the
Supreme Court were circulat-
ed among the members of the
Collegium, well in advance, for
a meaningful discussion on
and assessment of their judicial
acumen. 

The Centre for Research &
Planning of the Supreme Court

has prepared a compilation of
relevant background material
to assist the Collegium,” the
resolution uploaded on the
apex court website said.  Born
on August 2, 1964, Justice
Bhuyan was appointed as a
judge of the Gauhati High
Court on October 17, 2011,
and is the senior-most judge of
his parent High Court
(Gauhati). He is serving as the
chief justice of the Telangana
High Court since June 28,
2022.               

Justice Bhatti, who was
born on May 6, 1962, was
appointed as a judge of the
High Court of Andhra Pradesh
on April 12, 2013 and is the
senior-most in his parent High
Court. 

The collegium noted that
the High Court of Andhra
Pradesh does not have any
representation on the Bench of
the Supreme Court since
August 2022.  Justice Bhatti was
transferred to the High Court
of Kerala in March 2019 and is
serving as the Chief Justice
there since June 1, 2023.
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As the Assembly elections in
Rajasthan draw closer, the

ongoing power struggle
between Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and his former deputy
Sachin Pilot has prompted
Congress  President
Mallikarjun Kharge to hold a
meeting of senior party leader
on Thursday to resolve their
differences.

Sources revealed that the
meeting will also focus on dis-
cussing the party’s strategy and
preparedness for the forth-
coming elections in Rajasthan.
Kharge, former party chief
Rahul Gandhi, AICC in-charge
of the state Sukhjinder
Randhawa, and senior leaders
from Rajasthan will convene at
the party headquarters. Sources
indicate that Gehlot, who is
currently recovering from toe
fractures, will attend the meet-
ing via video conferencing.

Kharge has been conduct-
ing crucial strategy meetings
with leaders from states head-

ing into elections. Previously,
he held separate meetings with
leaders from Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, and Mizoram.

All eyes are now on
Rajasthan, as the Gehlot-Pilot
tussle poses a challenge for the
party in the upcoming assem-
bly polls. After the recent suc-
cess in Karnataka, the grand
old party is determined to
retain power in the desert state.

Pilot has been criticizing
the Ashok Gehlot-led Congress
government for its alleged inac-
tion on corruption charges
against the previous
Vasundhara Raje-led BJP
administration.  He also under-

took a padyatra (foot march)
last month, defying a warning
from the party. Additionally,
Pilot demanded the disband-
ment and reconstitution of the
Rajasthan Public Service
Commission, as well as decisive
action and compensation for
victims of leaked job exam
papers.

Incidentally,  Gehlot
recently announced that the
Rajasthan government will
introduce a bill in the next
assembly session to increase the
punishment for those involved
in recruitment exam paper
leaks from 10 years to life
imprisonment.
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New Delhi/Bhopal: Opposition
parties on Wednesday demand-
ed strictest action against the
BJP activist caught on camera
urinating on a tribal youth in
Madhya Pradesh’s Sidhi district
which has triggered outrage
across all sections of the soci-
ety. Congress demanded a CBI
inquiry into the incident.

Congress and BSP chief
Mayawati demanded that the
properties of the person
accused of urinating on a trib-
al man be confiscated or demol-
ished.

Dalits and tribals staged a
protest at Indore in Madhya
Pradesh to condemn the inci-
dent. The protesters, under the
banner of Akhil Bharatiya Balai
Mahasangh, raised slogans and
waved placards alleging increas-
ing atrocities on members of
Scheduled Caste (SC) and
Scheduled Tribe (ST) commu-
nities in the state.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi alleged that atrocities
on tribals and Dalits are
increasing under the BJP rule
and said real face of BJP’s
hatred towards tribals and
Dalits was exposed with “inhu-
man act.” PNS
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Indian and Russian experts
have hailed India’s presidency

of Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) under
which Iran joined as a full-
fledged member of the grouping.

Russian experts said during
India’s presidency of the SCO,
the maximum possible has been
achieved. 

After Iran being made a full
member of SCO, Belarus join-
ing the grouping next year will
more balance to the organiza-
tion, Head of the Department of
Eurasian Integration and
Development of the SCO of the
Institute of the CIS countries and
military expert Vladimir Evseev
said in an online video bridge
between New Delhi and
Moscow.

The online meeting was
organized by Russian state news
agency Sputnik News. Former
Dean of the School of
International Studies, Jawaharlal

Nehru University, Anuradha
Chenoy said India’s presidency
has been a remarkable achieve-
ment as there was common
acceptance of multipolarity. 

All countries are opposed to
unilateral sanctions and there
was a broader commitment on
this even as the grouping voiced
concerns of the Global South.
Iran joining the SCO has
strengthened the regional bond-
ing, she said, adding that there
is a need to follow up on the
operational commitments.

She said Iran’s membership
of the SCO will lead to full uti-
lization of the Chabahar port
and International North-South
Transport Corridor, boosting
regional connectivity. The multi-
modal transport corridor can
reduce number of days taken to
move the goods. 

This corridor has a lot of
potential along the route and
wherever it passes through.
However, there could be con-
cerns from the Indian side as

trade through corridor could
attract secondary sanctions, the
expert said.   

National Co-Convener of
Swadeshi Jagran Manch Dr
Ashwani Mahajan said
Chabahar Port can facilitate
better transportation and trade
in region.

On the issue of trade imbal-
ance against India in wake of
increased oil and gas import
from Russia, the Russian and
Indian experts highlighted the
need for exploring the possibil-
ity of Russian investment in
Indian stocks and export of
technology related to pharma-
ceuticals to Russia. Rupee-Ruble
trade between India and Russia
was also discussed by the experts
during the online meet.

The experts also under-
scored need to take investment
cooperation and joint co-pro-
duction of defence hardware at
a new level especially to main-
tain leverage of Russian military
technology in Indian market. 
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Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi will inau-

gurate and lay the foundation
stones of multiple develop-
ment projects worth more than
� 12,100 crore during his visit
here on July 7.  All these pro-
jects will be launched at a
public meeting to be held at
Wajidpur on Harhua-Sarnath
Ring Road. Meanwhile, prepa-
rations are going on in full
swing at Wajidpur and all other
places where the PM will visit
during his two-day visit to his
parliamentary constituency.
Top administrative and police
officers visited the site apart
from senior leaders of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to
see the arrangements at
Wajidpur on  Wednesday.Just a
day ago the place was also
inspected by the Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. 

According to the district
administration, Outdoor
Broadcast (OB) van of any
electronic channel will not be
installed in the public meeting
programme of the PM at
Wajidpur. Along with this,
the entire programme venue
will be declared as no flying
zone. No one will be able to fly
a drone etc here. Strict legal

action will be taken against
anyone flying a drone etc
despite being a no flying zone.

Modi will dedicate Pt
Deendayal Upadhyaya
Junction - Son Nagar railway
line of Dedicated Freight
Corridor (DFC). Built at a cost
of more �6,760 crore, the new
line will facilitate faster and
efficient movement of goods.
The PM will also dedicate to
the nation three railway lines
whose electrification or dou-
bling works have been com-
pleted at a cost of more than
�990 crore.  These include
Ghazipur city - Aunrihar rail
line, Aunrihar- Jaunpur rail
line and Bhatni- Aunrihar rail
line. This will mark the com-
pletion of 100 per cent electri-
fication of railway lines in
Uttar Pradesh.

The PM will also dedicate
to the nation the four-lane
widening of Varanasi-Jaunpur
section of NH-56, which has
been completed at a cost of
more than �2,750 crore, mak-
ing travel from Varanasi to
Lucknow easier and faster.
Among the multiple projects
in Varanasi that will be inau-
gurated by the PM are con-
struction and renovation of 18
PWD roads; International
Girls Hostel building con-
structed on BHU campus;

Central Institute of
Petrochemicals Engineering
& Technology (CIPET), an
vocational training centre at
Karsara village; Residential
buildings and amenities in
police station Sindhaura, PAC
Bhullanpur, Fire station Pindra
and Government  residential
school Tarsada;  Economic
Offences Research
Organisation building; Sewer
line from Mohan Katra to
Konia Ghat and a modern
sewage management system in
village Ramna; 30 double-
sided backlit LED unipoles; a
cow dung-based bio-gas plant
at NDDB Milk plant
Ramnagar; and a unique float-
ing changing rooms jetty at
Dashashwamedh ghat which
will facilitate the bathing of
devotees in river Ganga.

The projects whose foun-
dation stone will be laid by
Modi include construction of
3 two-lane rail over bridge
(ROB) near Chaukhandi,
Kadipur and Hardattpur rail-
way stations; Construction of
Vyasnagar-Pt Deendayal
Upadhyay Junction rail fly-
over; and construction and
renovation of 15 PWD roads.
These projects will be devel-
oped at a cumulative cost of
about �780 crore. He will also
lay the foundation stone of 192

rural drinking water schemes,
to be built at a cost of more
than �550 crore, under the Jal
Jeevan Mission. It will provide
pure drinking water to 7 lakh
people in 192 villages. Besides,
Modi will also lay the founda-
tion stone of redesigning and
redevelopment of
Manikarnika and
Harishchandra ghats. The
redevelopment ghats will have
provision of public conve-
niences, waiting areas, wood
storage, waste disposal and eco
friendly cremation pyres.
Other projects whose founda-
tion stones will be laid include
floating changing room jetties
at six religiously significant
bathing ghats on river Ganga
in Varanasi on the lines of
floating changing room jetties
of Dashashwamedh Ghat and
construction of students hos-
tel at CIPET campus Karsara.

During the programme,
the PM will also distribute the
loans of PM SVANidhi, keys of
PMAY Rural houses and
Ayushman Bharat cards to
the beneficiaries in UP. This
will kickstart the Grih Pravesh
of 5 lakh PMAY beneficiaries,
distribution of 1.25 lakh
PM SVANidhi loans to
eligible beneficiaries and dis-
tribution of  2.88 crore
Ayushman cards.
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In view of the rush of devo-
tees reaching the ghats of

Ganga to take a holy dip dur-
ing the auspicious month of
Shrawan, the 11 National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) has deployed its per-
sonnel at various ghats with the
equipments such as water
ambulance, paramedics, deep
diving set, life jacket, etc besides
making available the ambu-
lance and divers. It has also
decided to hold medical camps
at Shri Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor, Food Plaza and Lalita
Ghat to provide medical aids to
the devotees reaching Shri
Kashi Vishwanath Temple to
have a darshan and worship of
Baba Vishwanath.    

The Deputy Inspector
General (DIG), 11 NDRF
Manoj Kumar Sharma
informed that the NDRF per-
sonnel always remain available
in the rescue operations during
the disasters and added that
they also remain available for
the safety of the devotees dur-
ing the religious festivals.
During the auspicious month
of Shrawan, the devotees in
lakhs visit the holy ghats to take
a holy dip in Ganga and also
visit Shri Kashi Vishwanath
Temple to have darshan and
worship of Baba Vishwanath,

he said.
Keeping this in view, the

11, NDRF has deployed its per-
sonnel at various ghats making
coordination with the district
administration and all the per-
sonnel are equipped with
the safety equipments such
as life jackets, paramedics,
deep diving sets etc,
he informed and added that
the water ambulance and

divers are also available at
ghats.

The NDRF personnel have
identified the places of deep
water in Ganga and advising
the devotees not to go there and
they are also keeping close
vigil on the devotees through
motorboats and trained
divers, he informed adding
that the NDRF team would
keep a close watch pn the

devotees the entire auspicious
months.

Besides, the NDRF is also
holding medical camps at Shri
Kashi Vishwanath Corridor,
Food Plaza and Lalita Ghat for
the medical aids of the devo-
tees; he informed and added
that the NDRF team would
coordinate with the district
administration to make the
festival a success.
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Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
launched a two-day clean-

liness drive in the entire district
on Wednesday on the eve of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s arrival here on July 7.
Apart from intensifying efforts
of the party to accord a warm
welcome to the PM and make
his proposed public meeting at
Wajidpur a grand success, the
BJP also launched a massive
cleanliness drive and in this
direction, just a day ago during
his visit here Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath also directed
the administration and party
for cleanliness drive.

City party chief Vidya
Sagar Rai said that the cleanli-
ness campaign is the dream
project of the PM. “Today the
awareness towards cleanliness
has increased among people as
they are playing their impor-
tant roles in making the
‘Swachh Kashi Sundar Kashi’
drive a success”,” he said, adding
that the PM has made the
cleanliness drive a mass move-
ment. 

He said that on the eve of
the PM’s arrival, the two-day
long drive was launched with
making all the major maths and
temples along with major
crossings and statue places of
great personalities clean in the
city areas.

Mayor Ashok Tiwari said
that the cleanliness campaign
programme is being run con-
tinuously under the Nagar
Nigam (Municipal
Corporation), but on the arrival
of the PM, we have launched a
special cleanliness campaign

and appealed to all the corpo-
rators to launch the same drive
in their respective wards.
District BJP chief and MLC
Hansraj Vishwakarma said that
the campaign was launched in
the entire district and in this
direction, responsibility has
been assigned to the workers at
the Mandal level.

Meanwhile, the regional
party president Dilip Singh
Patel instructed the party work-
ers to make every possible
effort to make the PM’s meet-
ing unprecedented and ensure
to cross the target of 50,000

people in the proposed public
meeting. 

He said that with a view to
ensure the participation of all
sections, the party has
activated all its fronts so that
women, youths, farmers and
other sections can reach
Wajidpur in maximum num-
bers.

“Everyone is eager to listen
to the PM so the right informa-
tion about the programme
should reach them,” he asked
the party workers while
addressing the members of
‘Team 51’at BJP’s regional office

at Rohaniya. While making
the office-bearers of all fronts
realise their responsibility, Patel
said that we all have to worry
about the participation of all
sections in the meeting.

“It is necessary that the
office-bearers of the fronts go
among the people and invite
them to attend the public meet-
ing,” he said, giving the differ-
ent target to all the seven
frontal units representing the
youth, women, farmers, back-
ward class, minority communi-
ty, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.
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Four drones, a network of
CCTVs, barricading on

Ganga ghats and travel route,
one-way reserved for free flow
of kanwariyas and Quick
Response Teams (QRTs) are
few security features that police
authorities have decided to
deploy on the kanwar route in
order to maintain a strict sur-
veillance between Prayagraj
and Varanasi.

With lakhs of kanwariyas
visiting Kashi Vishwanath to
offer ‘jalabhishek’ at Varanasi
after taking holy Ganga water
from Sangam and other ghats
from July 8 onwards, cops
claimed to have made elaborate
security arrangements for kan-
wariyas.

The Prayagraj-Varanasi

route will be one way to offer
adequate space to devotees of
Lord Shiva for their smooth
movement towards Varanasi
from Prayagraj.

Around 700 cops have
been assigned duties for the
same. A separate traffic plan,
including diversion plan, will
also be implemented.

ACP (Jhunsi) Chirag Jain
said cops will use drones and
CCTV network for safety of
kanwariyas, who would be
embarking on a journey from
Sangam and Daraganj Ghat to
Varanasi (UP) to offer jal-
abahishek to Lord Shiva in
Kashi during the Hindu month
of Shrawan.

Apart from roping in four
drones and additional force,
police will also set up barri-
cades and keep ambulances on

standby to help kanwariyas.
The department has also draft-
ed an elaborate traffic plan for
the Shiv devotees which will be
effective July 8 onwards, when
the kanwar yatra starts.

He added, “The traffic
police will designate lanes for
the movement of kanwariyas
and drones will also be used to
monitor the yatra.” Besides,
QRTs will be deployed at the
static points and Prayagraj
police will be coordinating
with Bhadohi and Varanasi
counterparts to ensure safety
and security of kanwariyas.

The kanwariyas are expect-
ed to pass through Daraganj,
Jhunsi before arriving at the
Prayagraj- Varanasi highway.

Cops will be deployed at
strategic points like Shastri
bridge, Andhawa turn and

Sarayinayat, through which a
large number of these kan-
wariyas are expected to pass.

The devotees of Shiva will
assemble at Sangam and
Daraganj ghat to take water
from the Sangam and cover the
across hundreds of km distance
to different temples of Lord
Shiva, including the Padila
Mahadeo temple in Tharwai
(Prayagraj) and the Kashi
Vishwanath temple in Varanasi.

After taking water from the
Ganges river, the devotees of
Lord Shiva, known as kan-
wariya, travel barefoot and in
saffron robes with their kanwar
(walking sticks used to hang
the urns of water) for hundreds
of kms and usually in groups
made of family, friends and or
neighbours, and offer ‘jalab-
hishek’ to Lord Shiva.
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Adivision bench of the Calcutta High Court
on Wednesday dismissed an appeal by the

NHRC against a single bench order that set aside
the human rights body’s directive deputing its
official to identify sensitive constituencies and
for deploying micro-observers for the upcom-
ing panchayat polls in West Bengal.

The division bench said the direction of the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
seeks to encroach upon the jurisdiction of the
State Election Commission (SEC) to conduct
free and fair panchayat elections.

The NHRC in its June 12 order had deput-
ed its director general (investigation) as a spe-
cial human rights observer to apprise first-hand
information of recent incidents and to conduct
an on-the-spot survey of West Bengal in con-
sultation with the SEC to identify the sensitive
constituencies where such violation relating to
panchayat polls is likely to occur. 

It said that once the sensitive areas are iden-
tified, the DG will submit a comprehensive
report to it for deployment of micro human
rights observers in all sensitive constituencies
in the state during and after the panchayat polls.

Holding that it is not inclined to interfere
with the order passed by the single bench, a divi-
sion bench presided by Chief Justice T S
Sivagnanam dismissed appeals by the NHRC
and the DG. 

The bench, also comprising Justice
Hiranmay Bhattacharyya, said that the NHRC
order of June 12 does not speak of any specific
violation of human rights or negligence in
preservation of human rights or its abetment by
a public servant. 

The bench said the SEC being a constitu-
tional authority vested with the power to con-
duct panchayat elections is duty-bound to
ensure a free and fair election, and for such pur-
pose, it has to identify sensitive constituencies,
which is a part and parcel of assessment of the
law and order situation.

The division bench said that the NHRC
ought not to have issued the order “in the garb
of protecting the human rights as the said direc-
tion seeks to encroach upon the exclusive juris-
diction of the SEC to conduct free and fair pan-
chayat elections.”

It said that the Supreme Court had in a
judgement held that the NHRC cannot function
as a parallel seat of justice.

The bench said that matters relating to pro-
tection of human rights during the panchayat
poll process are covered by the orders passed by
this court from time to time.

Panchayat elections in West Bengal will be
held on July 8.

Observing that it is the duty of the SEC,
being a constitutional authority, to appoint
observers, the bench said “the NHRC cannot
encroach upon the jurisdiction of the SEC by
appointing observers.”

The West Bengal SEC had contended before
the court that while it is a constitutional
authority, the NHRC is a statutory authority.

Holding that the jurisdiction of NHRC is
also barred after the issuance of election noti-
fication by the SEC to pass an order appoint-
ing an observer, the division bench said that the
NHRC’s directive amounts to usurping the juris-
diction of the SEC and also amounts to inter-
ference in the conduct of elections by the SEC. 

The NHRC order had been set aside by the
single bench of the high court, against which the
NHRC filed the appeal. 
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Amid an ongoing tug of war
between the DMK regime

and Governor R N Ravi, the
Tamil Nadu BJP strongly crit-
icised the ruling party for
attempting to “set a wrong
precedent” by dragging Raj
Bhavan into everyday state
issues.

“If the Governor started to
answer all the questions, where
it would end,” Tamil Nadu BJP
president K Annamalai asked
when reporters drew his atten-
tion to a specific issue. 

The question posed was
related to recent wall posters
put up asking if ‘Guindy’ was
prepared to answer queries fol-
lowing Minister V Senthil
Balaji’s dismissal from the TN
Cabinet, which was put on
hold later. 

Downtown Guindy is an
indirect reference to Raj
Bhavan as it is situated there.
The posters also claimed that
other persons who had cases
pending against them were
continuing as Union
Ministers. 

“Will the TN government
accept if the Governor is to
hold press conferences daily
and comment on all TN
issues? They will not accept it.
A Governor is not a politician,”
Annamalai said. 

The TN BJP chief said if
the DMK wished that the
Governor answer questions
on every issue, the BJP would
write to him making a request

to comment on issues. “Is the
DMK ready for that? Posters
are pasted by the DMK asking
the Governor to answer.”
Governor should not speak to
the press/media or “it will go
wrong”, he said, hitting out at
the ruling DMK for dragging
the Governor towards “setting
a wrong precedent”. 

Asked about the
AIADMK’s opposition to the
Uniform Civil Code, he said
that on several issues there was
a divergence in their stands.
For instance, the AIADMK
was for a two-language formu-
la while the BJP supported a
three-language policy. 

Hence, there are differ-
ences. He expressed confi-
dence that there would be a
change in the stand of those
who oppose the code. “Let us
wait,” he said, adding,
“Working together is possible
despite differences on issues
such as on NEET.” 

He said all those who
oppose UCC should discuss
and debate the matter, and
asserted that UCC was for
“uniting” the people. 

“When the discussion
paper, draft on UCC gets
released and when more dis-
cussions happen, everyone
will know that the code is good
for Muslims, Muslim women
and Christians as well. 

“UCC is not going to be
against anyone.” On the
Mekedatu dam row,
Annamalai said it has been
made clear by the Centre in

Parliament that an upper
riparian state — Karnataka —
cannnot build a dam without
the concurrence of lower
riparian states including Tamil
Nadu. 

The issue, hence, is relat-
ed to the Karnataka Assembly
and the ruling Congress party,
he added. Stalin should facil-
itate a meeting of all 39 Tamil
Nadu MPs with Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
to help prevent the dam con-
struction, he said. 

Karnataka has said there
would be no Cauvery water
given to Tamil Nadu this year.
If this is the case, what would
happen to the standing crops
in the Cauvery delta region in
Tamil Nadu, he asked. 

He also demanded to
know what the Tamil Nadu
government would do if only
a low volume of Cauvery water
is given to the state. “The
DMK regime is enacting a
drama on the issue,” he alleged. 

“The BJP is clear that
Tamil Nadu should get
Cauvery water and Mekedatu
dam must not be built.” The
matter should be taken up
with the Cauvery Water
Management Authority and
the TN BJP will extend its sup-
port, he said.

Batting for site-inspec-
tions and other steps, he said
Karnataka Deputy CM D K
Shivakumar has no authority
to claim that water would not
be released to Tamil Nadu.
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The house of an Indian
Reserve Battalion (IRB)

personnel was torched by a
mob in Manipur’s Thoubal
district after he foiled the
attempts of rioters to loot
firearms from the police
armoury, officials said on
Wednesday.

The incident took place at
Samaram on Tuesday night
after a 27-year-old man, iden-
tified as Ronaldo, was killed in
a clash when a 700-800-strong
mob tried to storm the camp of
the 3rd IRB at Wangbal, 4 km
away, to loot firearms from the
police armoury.

The jawan performed his
duty well and did not allow the
rioters to loot the police
weapons store, security officials
said. He was part of the IRB
unit guarding the armoury,
they added.

Police said that four
bunkers were destroyed in
Kangpokpi, Imphal West and
Churachandpur districts on
Wednesday by a combined
team of the state police and
central forces.

Firing between groups of
unidentified gunmen was
reported during the day in
Luangshangol / Phaileng area
along the border of Imphal
West and Kangpokpi districts.
Security forces controlled the
situation, the police said in a
statement. 
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Hyderabad Customs offi-
cials on Wednesday seized

2.279 kilograms of smuggled
gold valued at Rs 1.37 crore
related to a set of three cases,
and over one lakh smuggled
cigarette sticks in another
instance at the international
airport here.

The seizures were made
based on passenger profiling
and surveillance, according to
Customs officials.

A release from Customs
department said in one case
smuggled gold weighing 1,196
grams valued at Rs 72 lakh was
seized upon rummaging the
aircraft.

The gold was concealed
behind the aircraft seat in paste
form inside a flight that arrived
at Hyderabad from Ras Al
Khaimah in the United Araba
Emirates (UAE), it said.

In the second case, 752
grams of smuggled gold, in the
form of cut pieces of gold bars,
valued at Rs 45 lakh was recov-
ered from a passenger who had
arrived from Kuwait via Dubai.
In the third case, 331 grams of
smuggled gold valued at Rs 20
lakh, was seized from a passen-
ger, who came from Sharjah.

The gold was concealed in
the form of paste in the under-
garment of the passenger, it
said.

In another case, as many as
1,01,000 smuggled cigarette
sticks were seized from three
passengers who arrived from
Cambodia via Bangkok.
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In recent years, technolog-
ical advancements have
generated innumerable

opportunities for economic
and social development in
India. And successive budgets
have only strengthened this
process, ensuring that people
enjoy ease of living with the
help of technology. In this
year’s budget too, the priori-
ty has been given to technol-
ogy and a human touch.
India of the 21st century is
constantly empowering its
citizens with the use of tech-
nology and improving the
livelihoods of millions of
those facing any kind of
deprivation by increasing
food production also. Here,
harnessing the potential of
new technologies more effi-
ciently becomes important
to create higher standards
and ease of living.

It is technologies that
have allowed people to work
from home, order things
online, personal transport
services and book all sorts of
things, which can spring into
people’s minds today. These
monumental and unprece-
dented changes taking place
in the Indian economy are
bringing in new processes in
increasingly interactive and

sophisticated ways. The
adopted policies and their
positive effects are progres-
sively making lives simpler.
Here, an encouraging ele-
ment is that the government’s
intervention has reduced
drastically and citizens no
longer consider them an
obstacle, rather, they look at
the government as a catalyst
where technology plays a
huge role.

How technologies like
‘One Nation One Ration
Card’, Jan Dhan, Aadhar,
Mobile, Arogya Setu, CoWin
App, railway reservation,
Common Service Centers
and others, have enhanced
the ease of living of the citi-
zens, was simply unbelievable
in just a few years earlier. The
ease of communication with
the government has also
empowered people like never
before, as they get quick res-
olutions to their issues, which

remained pending for years
earlier. Now, between people’s
grievances and the redressal,
there is no individual
involved, if there is some-
thing, it is just technology,
which is solving people’s
problems and makes process-
es truly global.

In making things further
easier and government
employees more accountable,
‘Mission Karmyogi’ is there,
which is also a part of this
technological progression,
where government employees
are being trained with a view
to becoming more citizen-
centric. With the govern-
ment investing heavily in
improving digital infrastruc-
ture- modifications and
improvements have become
much easier because of the
efficient feedback system. The
best part of this process is that
technology provides equal
opportunities to all without

any disparity and deprivation.
For example, the GeM portal
is giving a presentation to
small businessmen and even
street vendors in government
procurement. Similarly, e-
NAM is allowing farmers to
get linked with buyers at dif-
ferent places.

The way the government
is laying the roadmap for AI,
5G, Digilocker and other
technologies, driving the
fourth economic revolution,
has a great impact on indus-
try, medicine, education, agri-
culture and other sectors.
Several significant techno-
logical steps have been taken
to support MSMEs. The
involvement of technologies
also makes them more prof-
itable and larger. Moreover,
the government has also
become a loan guarantor for
MSMEs, which makes it eas-
ier for them to avail of cred-
it from financial institutions.
Finally, a lot more progress
can be expected from this
technology revolution, as our
youth are talented, manpow-
er is getting skilled and peo-
ple have the willingness to
adopt technology and adapt
changes.

(The writer is a senior 
journalist)
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moil in Maharashtra. The Congress is the
main beneficiary of the current situation.
The party has emerged as the main oppo-
sition party in Maharashtra, and it is like-
ly to gain in the long run. The BJP, on the
other hand, may lose its dominance in the
state. The political situation in Maharashtra
is fluid, and it is difficult to say what will
happen next. However, the Machiavellian
politics of Sharad Pawar have finally come
to an end.

Amarjeet Kumar | Hazaribag

��������	
����	���������
Sir — West Bengal is not the only State
which witnesses violence during elections
and such instances of violence take place
in other States also, the State Election
Commission (SEC) told the Calcutta High
Court on Tuesday.

In recent years, we have witnessed an
alarming rise in incidents of violence,
including physical assaults, intimidation,

vandalism, and even loss of life, all in the
context of election campaigns. This wor-
rying trend not only endangers the lives of
citizens but also poses a significant threat
to the stability and integrity of our demo-
cratic institutions. Political commitment to
non-violence: Political leaders and parties
should actively promote a culture of non-
violence, condemning any acts of violence
and fostering an environment of tolerance,
respect, and healthy debate.

By addressing the issue of violence dur-
ing elections, we can work towards ensur-
ing that our democratic process remains
a beacon of hope, fairness, and progress.
The future of our democracy depends on
our collective efforts to safeguard the
integrity of our elections and uphold the
principles of peace and harmony.

Md Maimul Islam Safui | Howrah

������	���	�����
Sir — This year India was the host of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO). Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi chaired this year’s summit virtually
and the member states agreed on various
issues. The groupings called for a multi-
polar world and decided to act on terror-
ism, the Afghanistan crisis, the economy,
etc. collectively. Iran was added as a new
member this year. SCO is now a 9-mem-
ber grouping often seen as a counter to
West. 

India through this organization seeks
to establish good relations with the Central
Asian nation. New Delhi also wants to
maintain peace in the region through the
cooperation of the member states of SCO.
The members like Russia, China, and Iran
do not have a good relationship with the
USA and its Western allies, so it is challeng-
ing for the Indian side to balance between
the two blocs. India is among the few coun-
tries which share strategic ties with both
the blocs. New Delhi has to manage both
sides strategically which will help India to
evolve as a global leader. 

Deba Prasad Nayak | Cuttack 

�����������	��	�����������
Sir — The political chess game in
Maharashtra is indeed mind-boggling. The
recent developments have shown that
Sharad Pawar, the veteran politician who
is often called the "Machiavelli of
Maharashtra", has been outplayed by
Eknath Shinde and Devendra Fadnavis.
Pawar had thought that he had everything
under control. He had stitched together the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) coalition of the
Shiv Sena, the NCP, and the Congress, and
he had managed to keep the BJP out of
power. But Shinde's rebellion has shown
that Pawar's grip on power was not as
strong as he thought.

The defection of Praful Patel, the for-
mer Union minister and a senior NCP
leader, is a further blow to Pawar. Patel's
decision to join Ajit Pawar, Sharad Pawar's
nephew, shows that there is more than
meets the eye in the current political tur-
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that the ‘structure of the ICCs
would dissuade many women
from filing legitimate com-
plaints, and promote a culture
of suppression’, and suggested
for a separate ‘Employment
Tribunal’. The Sakhsham com-
mittee report on women’s
safety on campuses also cau-
tioned that the redressal
machinery shouldn’t ‘repli-
cate the power inherent in
workplace hierarchies’. 

However, the creation of
civil bodies at the workplaces
has been defended by many
socio-legal experts as an alter-
native redressal mechanism,
supposed to be ‘quicker than
the long-winded legal routes’.
While many others pointed
out that it is the ‘lack of legal
expertise among the mem-
bers, clarity in the Act, and
Rules, in many areas, that
have complicated the entire
justice delivery system’, and
recommended for ‘inclusion
of at least one member with
legal background’. On the pro-
cedural front, though the
Sakhsham committee was cat-
egorical that the ‘due process
requirement in sexual harass-
ment cases, is distinct from the
criminal legal system’, many
women rights activists often
raise concerns for insistence
on ‘concrete’ evidence and
contended that it does not
necessarily amount to the
absence of a crime. In the

ongoing wrestler’s case, as the
police ask for evidence, the SC
lawyer, who defended them in
the apex court, takes a dig, say-
ing that ‘now victims should
be ready to click on the cam-
era and have someone to
record the assault’. While, a
Human Rights Watch (HRW)
2020 study highlighted the
plight of India’s huge number
of women informal workers,
who face a persistent
onslaught of workplace sexu-
al harassment, and accept
them as ‘normal, and a part of
life’. A recent survey, though,
indicated that there is a hike
( 67.4% in 2021 from 33.3% in
2020) in the number of infor-
mal workers who knew how
to contact their LCs, but,
ground reports reveal that
the LCs are ‘either non-exis-
tent or non-visible, and out of
the 655 districts, only 29%
confirmed about their forma-
tion(Martha Farrell & PRIA). 

The employers, mostly,
not registered with any Govt
also tend to evade the Act’s
provisions, even if they are
aware of it. Further, there is no
transparency and account-
ability in the absence of pub-
licly compiled data on the
number of complaints and
their outcomes at the Central
or State level. 

Moreover, the ‘huge flaw
in the Act is the perspective
with which workplace sexual

harassment is viewed, consid-
ering it as a women’s problem,
and not a labour issue.

The informal sector
women employees as such,
and particularly the domestic
workers, not coming under
the protection of labour laws
and social benefits, remain the
most vulnerable, as the PoSH
Act says that the LCs must
refer their cases to the police,
leaving them with no civil
remedy. 

The Act needs to be
amended to ensure that
domestic workers get the same
access to the LCs, and also
India ratifies the ILO’s
Convention on domestic
workers. As workplace sexu-
al harassment is considered
one of the reasons for gender
inequality in the workforce,
there is also an urgent need for
India to adopt the ILO’s
Violence and Harassment
Convention, 2019. Now, as the
women wrestlers’ fight for
justice continues against the
misuser of official positions,
money and muscle powers, all
the gaps, legislative, judicial
and implementation in the
PoSH Act, should be urgent-
ly addressed, to put it in prac-
tice in letter and spirit.

(The writer is ormer DG,
AIR & Doordarshan and for-

mer Press Secretary to the
President of India . Views

expressed are personal)
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The horrifying footage
of the Delhi police
manhandling the
medal-winning wo-
men wrestlers on the

street is still vivid to many of us.
Since January, the protesting
wrestlers demanding action
against the sitting President of the
Wrestlers Federation of India
(WFI) for the alleged acts of sex-
ual harassment continued over a
decade. A probe committee was
set up, but, the findings haven’t
yet been made public. On the
SC’s prodding, the Delhi Police,
filed two FIRs, one under the
non-bailable POSCO Act. But,
now, the incumbent WFI, Chief,
has been charged under the IPC
sections, since the minor’s com-
plaint stands withdrawn.

India did make ‘legislative
advances’ by enacting the PoSH
Act, 2013, as a legal antidote to
act against sexual harassment at
workplaces, through the form a
of Internal Complaint
Committees (ICCs) and Local
Committees (LCs) for the formal
and informal sector employees,
respectively. As per the Act ‘any
sports institute, stadium, sports
complex/ competition/ games
venue…’ are workplaces. Sadly,
not only the WFI but, as many as
16 of the 30 national sports fed-
erations, didn’t have the ICCs in
place. Amid the wrestler's
protests, the SC, while, deciding
on an appeal under the PoSH
Act, called out the ‘uncertainties’
in its implementations, and sev-
eral ‘lacunas’ in the functioning
of the ICCs, wherever they exist.

Nevertheless, looking at the
formal sector, a recent study
(Council of Ethics), vouched for
‘increasing awareness among the
employees (76%) about the pres-
ence of the ICCs, and also a rise
in the percentage of employees,
who decided to file complaints to
the ICCs’. However, it also flagged
the issue of a majority (55.2%)
choosing not to reach out to the
redressal authorities because of
workplace fears’. Some legal
experts expressed apprehensions
that such in-house committees
‘may find it difficult in conduct-
ing a fair enquiry, more so, if the
complaint is against the senior
management’. Justice Varma
committee, while examining the
PoSH bill in 2012, forewarned
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(The writer 
is Professor, PGDAV
College, University of

Delhi))

Recently, the Law Commission of
India has issued a notification
asking all the stakeholders to give
their opinion about the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) by 13th, July

2023. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
also said that there should be a common
code for all citizens in the country. A new
debate has now started in the country
regarding this and various people, organi-
zations and political parties are discussing
it. Till June 29, the Law Commission had
received 8.5 lakh responses on UCC.

In independent India, one of the guid-
ing principles of our Constitution, which
we adopted, is that the State shall endeav-
our to secure a ‘Uniform Civil Code’
(UCC) for its citizens. It is noteworthy that
the Directive Principles for the State Policy,
as written in the Constitution are part of the
Article 44 of the Constitution. This means
that the constitution expects the govern-
ment, to make efforts to make laws and
rules according to these directive principles
of the state policy, but no time frame was
fixed for complying with these directive
principles. Also, there is no provision to
implement them through court. Along with
this, there are many other directive prin-
ciples of the state policy, which have not yet
been fully complied with, of which the law
of 'cow protection' is also one. Although
many state governments have enacted
laws for cow protection, no law has been
enacted by the central government in this
regard.

Today, when a debate is going on, all
over the country on the matter of making
a Uniform Civil Code for all citizens, we
need to understand that it is by the basic
concepts of our Constitution. In our coun-
try, every citizen is equal before the law. But
people having different faiths are governed
by different personal laws. The majority
Hindu society is governed by Hindu per-
sonal law, while the minority society
(mainly Muslims) is governed by their
respective personal laws. Significantly,
these personal laws have been in force in

society for a long time. It has to be
understood that these personal
laws are related to marriage, divorce,
inheritance, adoption etc.

For a long time, it is being felt
that there is a lack of uniformity in
society due to different personal
laws governing people of different
religious faiths. At the same time,
due to some historical and conser-
vative influence, the personal laws
of some religious groups are not in
the best interest of various sections
of their community, such as women
and children. This hinders the opti-
misation of the welfare of the whole
society. For example, for the past
several centuries, Muslim society
has had a very unequal and exploita-
tive divorce system. The situation
after that was even worse, if the hus-
band of that woman wanted to re-
marry his divorced wife, the only
way was ‘Halala’, according to which,
his ex-wife had to marry another
man and had to go through the
ordeal of living with her new hus-
band, before marrying her previous
husband, as per the dictate of
Halala. Recently, thanks to the
active support of the Central
Government, and the intervention
of the court, this system has been
abolished and this triple talaq has
been declared illegal. Provision of
jail term has also been provided
under the law, for the man giving
triple talaq.

Meaning of Uniform Civil Code
Though, the tragedy of Muslim

women has been reduced signifi-
cantly by the abolition of triple talaq
without there being any change in
the personal law of Muslim society.
But despite this, where according to
the personal law of the Hindu soci-
ety, there has been complete gender
equality, but it was not so in the

Muslim society. According to Hindu
personal law, women have equal
rights in inheritance, but this is not
the case for Muslim women.
Similarly, there are neither any
equal rights between Muslim
women and men in divorce nor
marriage. That is, it can be under-
stood that with the implementation
of the Uniform Civil Code, the
rights and status of women will
improve significantly. It's worth
noting that gender equality is a
major goal set forth by global orga-
nizations, including the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), of the
United Nations. That is, if the
Uniform Civil Code is implement-
ed, the country will take a giant leap
forward in achieving these SDGs.

Due to different personal laws,
there is discrimination between
people of different religious faiths.
For example, Muslim men are
allowed to practice polygamy (up to
four marriages), which is not the
case for Hindu men. But after the
implementation of the Uniform
Civil Code, the evil practice like
polygamy will be abandoned.

Though we claim that ours is a
secular country, unless we adopt
UCC in our country, real secular-
ism cannot be achieved.By ending
unequal personal law, UCC will also
help in reducing disputes between
the followers of different sects. At
present, there are more legal dis-
putes between the followers of dif-
ferent sects due to different person-
al laws. With the implementation of
the Uniform Civil Code, steps can
be taken towards a more peaceful
and integrated society.

Challenges are very many
Immediately after indepen-

dence, a Uniform Civil Code should
have been implemented in the

country by the basic spirit of the
Constitution. But the leaders sitting
in the corridors of power, fearing
that the radical-minded people of
some sects may not like the same,
kept avoiding making UCC. This is
the reason why these fundamental-
ists got emboldened and an atmos-
phere was created that if Uniform
Civil Code is implemented then law
and order in the country may be
endangered. But the country has
seen that when an exploitative sys-
tem like triple talaq was abolished,
they got full support from right-
thinking people in society. Despite
being opposed by some funda-
mentalists, it was greatly appreciat-
ed by the society at large, and the
intelligentsia. There were also such
moments in history when in the
case of Shah Bano, the court gave a
decision in favour of giving alimo-
ny to Muslim women, the then
Congress government under the
leadership of Shri Rajiv Gandhi
overturned that decision by enact-
ing a law and the rights of Muslim
women were curtailed. In this way,
the unequal treatment continued.

Various political parties will also
work to foster their political agen-
da, under the policy of appeasement
of minorities (Muslims) they can try
their best to create obstacles in the
way of implementation of the
Uniform Civil Code, without any
logic. Although Prime Minister
Modi is lobbying strongly in favour
of the UCC, in the coming days,
when the Parliament will sit to pass
the UCC Act in the country, not
only the government, but the whole
society will have to show firmness
in this regard. We have to under-
stand that UCC law is not an ordi-
nary law, it will be a big leap forward
to real social and gender equality,
secularism and justice for women.
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Assistive Technology
(AT) is any product or
service that helps

Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs) or health conditions to
perform daily activities to join
the mainstream and improve
their quality of life. According
to the first Global Report on
Assistive Technology (GReAT)
launched by WHO and
UNICEF in May 2022, more
than 2.5 billion people in the
world need one or more assis-
tive products. In India, where
about 26.8 million people with
disabilities according to the
Census 2011, which speaks for
the need for assistive technol-
ogy.

People with disabilities in
India face many challenges,
including limited access to
education, employment, and
healthcare. In addition, many

people with disabilities strug-
gle to access basic services such
as transportation and housing
due to a lack of accessibility.
Assistive Technology can play
a critical role in addressing
these challenges by helping
people with disabilities to per-
form everyday tasks and equal-
ly participate in their commu-
nities.

The Artificial Limbs
Manufacturing Corporation
of India (ALIMCO), a Central
PSU under the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empower-
ment aims to provide quality
assistive devices and rehabili-
tation services to PwDs. Over
the years, ALIMCO has
become a key player in the
field of AT in India. ALIMCO
manufactures a wide range of
assistive devices, including
prostheses, orthosis, hearing

aids, and mobility aids such as
Tri-Cycle, wheelchairs, Stick,
Walker, Crutches etc.

ALIMCO has taken
proactive measures to mod-
ernize its facilities to produce
State of the Art technology aid
and assistive devices to main-
tain pace with the advance-
ment worldwide. In this direc-
tion, ALIMCO collaborated
with international companies
and signed ToT to pave the
way for indigenous manufac-
turing of Lower Limb Pro-
sthetic Component (Artificial
Leg) and active wheelchairs.
“Parivartan Kit” for prosthet-
ics made by ALIMCO has a
much lower price as compared
to imported prostheses in the
given category, which has been
fitted to thousands of benefi-
ciaries across the country.
Indigenous designed and man-

ufactured ‘Sugamya’ Cane for
the visually impaired envisaged
in Atma Nirbhar Bharat
Campaign.

The efforts made by
ALIMCO towards technology
absorptions include State of art
Prosthetic & orthotic centre;
Improved design efficiency -
3D Modeling and Analysis
software; Computer Added
Designing (CAD) & Compu-
ter Aided Manufacturing
(CAM) including 3D Printing;
Use of CNC Sliding Head
Machine & CNC Turn Mill
Machine; Spectro Analyzer –
For accurate/precise metal
analysis; New features like
Reverse Drive & Disc Brake
incorporated in Battery Ope-
rated Motorized Tricycle; and
Design/Drawing of Active
folding Wheelchair and rough
Terrain Wheel Chair.

The Accessible India Cam-
paign was launched by the
Government in 2015 to make
public spaces and transporta-
tion systems more accessible
for PwDs and focuses on mak-
ing information and commu-
nication technology more
accessible for people with dis-
abilities. National Action Plan
for Skill Development
launched in 2015 aims to pro-
vide training to one million
people with disabilities by
2022 with provisions for pro-
viding AT to PwDs to help
them develop their skills.

Assistance to Disabled
Persons for Purchase/Fitting of
Aids and Appliances (ADIP)
Scheme by the Department of
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwDs) pro-
vides financial assistance to
people with disabilities for the

purchase of assistive devices
and equipment and is the
most popular and covered
almost every district of the
country to provide free of
cost assistive devices to needy
Divyangjan.

Nine National institutes
have been established by the
department across the country,
under the Department of
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwDs) along
with 21 Composite Regional
Centres (CRCs) as extended
arms of National Institutes.

India is witnessing a
growth in start-ups focused on
developing AT solutions for
PwDs leveraging the latest
technology to create innovative
products for PwDs that can
help to promote inclusion and
improve their quality of life
with the support of GOI.

Today, AT is an increasing-
ly important topic of discus-
sion at the World Forum on
Disability, which is a global
event focused on improving
the lives of people with disabil-
ities. Overall, the scope of
Assistive Technology in the
disability sector in India is sig-
nificant, and there is a grow-
ing ecosystem of start-ups and
innovators focused on this
area. The government has rec-
ognized the potential of AT
solutions in promoting inclu-
sion and improving the lives of
people with disabilities and is
taking active steps to pro-
mote the development, adop-
tion, and use of AT solutions.
With continued investment
and support, India has the
potential to become a global
leader in the development and
adoption of AT solutions.
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(The author is Secretary,
Department of

Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities, Ministry of

Social Justice &
Empowerment, GOI)
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Israel withdrew troops from a
West Bank militant strong-

hold Wednesday, but warned
that its most intense military
operation in the occupied ter-
ritory in nearly two decades
could be repeated.

Twelve Palestinians and an
Israeli soldier were killed in the
two-day raid. Residents of the
Jenin refugee camp emerged
from their homes to find alleys
lined by piles of rubble and flat-
tened or scorched cars.
Shopkeepers and bulldozers
started clearing the debris.
Thousands who had fled the
fighting began returning.

Kefah Dabayyah, a 33-
year-old Jenin refugee camp
resident, said that he and his
family had returned
Wednesday to find widespread
destruction.

“Roads were destroyed and
many houses were affected,
glass from windows was every-
where,” he said. His home was
not hit, but there was no water,
electricity or internet service.

The army claimed to have
inflicted heavy damage on mil-
itant groups in the operation,
which included a series of
airstrikes and hundreds of
ground troops.

But it remained unclear
whether there would be any
lasting effect after more than a
year of heavy fighting in the
West Bank.

Ahead of the withdrawal,
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu vowed to
carry out similar operations if
needed.

“At these moments we are
completing the mission, and I
can say that our extensive

operation in Jenin is not a one-
off,” he said during a visit to a
military post on the outskirts
of Jenin.

“We will eradicate terror-
ism wherever we see it and we
will strike at it.”

The Jenin raid was one of
the most intense Israeli military
operations in the West Bank
since an armed Palestinian
uprising against Israel’s open-
ended occupation ended two
decades ago.

Some of the scenes from
Jenin, including massive army
bulldozers tearing through
camp alleys, were eerily simi-
lar to those from a major
Israeli incursion in 2002, which
lasted for eight days and
became known as the battle of
Jenin. Both operations, two
decades apart, were meant to
crush militant groups in the
camp and deter and prevent
attacks on Israelis emanating
from the camp. In each case,

the army claimed success.
However, the continued

cycle of army raids and
Palestinian attacks raised new
questions about Israel’s tac-
tics.

This week’s raid had wide
support across Israel’s political
spectrum, but some critics in
the country argued the impact
is short-lived, with slain gun-
men quickly replaced by oth-
ers.

“A usual, these things are
best taken in proportion. To the
security establishment, this is a
successful operation thus far,
but it holds no real chance of
effecting a fundamental change
in the state of affairs in the West
Bank,” wrote Amos Harel, mil-
itary affairs commentator for
the Haaretz daily.

Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, whose
autonomy government admin-
isters parts of the West Bank,
has rejected violence against

Israelis, but has effectively lost
control over several strong-
holds of gunmen.

Amateur videos posted on
social media appeared to show
angry residents of Jenin hurl-
ing stones at the Palestinian
Authority police headquarters
after the Israeli military’s with-
drawal.

Mass funerals for the
Palestinians killed in the raid
drew thousands of mourners.
At one stage, participants
booed representatives of
Abbas’s Palestinian Authority,
chanted their support for a
local militant group and ran
them out of the cemetery.

Palestinians see the actions
of the gunmen as an inevitable
result of 56 years of occupation
and the absence of any politi-
cal process with Israel.

They also point to
increased West Bank settlement
construction and violence by
extremist settlers.
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The UN nuclear chief is to
visit Japan’s tsunami-

wrecked nuclear power plant
Wednesday after the agency
affirmed the safety of a con-
tentious plan to release treat-
ed radioactive water into the
sea.

On his way to the
Fukushima Daiichi plant, a
highlight of his four-day Japan
visit, International Atomic
Energy Agency chief Rafael
Mariano Grossi will join gov-
ernment and utility officials to
hear the concerns of mayors
and fishing association leaders
and to assure them of the
plan’s safety.

The IAEA, in its final
report released Tuesday, con-
cluded the plan to release the
wastewater — which would be
significantly diluted but still
have some radioactivity —
meets international standards
and its environmental and
health impact would be negli-
gible.

But local fishing organisa-
tions have rejected the plan
because they worry that their
reputation will be damaged
even if their catch isn’t conta-
minated. It is also opposed by
groups in South Korea, China
and some Pacific Island
nations due to safety concerns
and political reasons.
Fukushima’s fisheries associa-
tion on June 30 adopted a res-
olution saying their rejection to
the treated water discharge
plan remains unchanged. 

Grossi told a news confer-
ence Tuesday that the IAEA
will continue to monitor and
assess the release of the water,

which will be done over
decades. “I believe in trans-
parency, I believe in open dia-
logue and I believe in the
validity of the exercise we are
carrying out,” he said.

The report is a “compre-
hensive, neutral, objective, sci-
entifically sound evaluation,”
Grossi said. “We are very con-
fident about it.”

A massive earthquake and
tsunami on March 11, 2011,
destroyed the Fukushima
Daiichi plant’s cooling sys-
tems, causing three reactors to
melt and contaminating their
cooling water, which has
leaked continuously. The water
is collected, treated and stored
in about 1,000 tanks, which
will reach their capacity in
early 2024.

The government and the
plant operator Tokyo Electric
Power Company Holdings say

the water must be removed to
prevent any accidental leaks
and make room for the plant’s
decommissioning. 

Japanese regulators fin-
ished their final safety inspec-
tion last week, and TEPCO is
expected to get the permit for
the release in coming days. It
could then begin gradually
discharging the water any time
through an undersea tunnel
from the plant to a location 1
kilometer (1,000 yards) off-
shore in the Pacific Ocean. But
the start date is undecided due
to protests at home and abroad.

Grossi said treating, dilut-
ing and gradually releasing
the wastewater is a proven
method widely used in other
countries, including China,
South Korea, the United States
and France, to dispose of water
containing certain radionu-
clides from nuclear plants.

Canberra (AP): Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese on Wednesday criti-
cised Hong Kong authorities
over their pursuit of two pro-
democracy activists who live in
Australia.

Hong Kong’s leader said
Tuesday that eight pro-democ-
racy activists who now live in
the United States, Britain,
Canada and Australia will be
pursued for life for alleged
national security offenses, dis-
missing criticism that the move
to have them arrested was a
dangerous precedent.

Albanese said his govern-
ment was concerned and dis-
appointed by Hong Kong
authorities issuing arrest war-
rants for Australian citizen

Kevin Yam and Australian per-
manent resident Ted Hui.

“I am of course disap-
pointed. I’ve said we’ll cooper-
ate with China where we can.
But we will disagree where we
must. And we do disagree with
China with these actions,”
Albanese told Australian
Broadcasting Corp.

The US and British govern-
ments also criticised the move,
taking issue with the extrater-

ritorial application of Hong
Kong’s National Security Law.
The US said it marked a dan-
gerous precedent that threat-
ened human rights, and Britain
said it will not tolerate attempts
by China to intimidate and
silence people overseas.

Hong Kong’s leader John
Lee insisted that extraterritor-
ial power exists in the securi-
ty laws of many countries and
his government will not be
swayed by comments by over-
seas officials and politicians. 

Albanese also said he dis-
agreed with China on the
detention of Australian jour-
nalist Cheng Lei who has yet to
learn of a verdict after standing
trial in March last year on
national security charges.
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Seoul (AP): The satellite North
Korea failed to put into orbit
wasn’t advanced enough to
conduct military reconnais-
sance from space as it claimed,
South Korea’s military said
Wednesday after retrieving and
studying the wreckage.

North Korea had tried to
launch its first spy satellite in
late May, but the long-range
rocket carrying it plunged into
the waters off the Korean
Peninsula’s west coast soon
after liftoff. The satellite was to
be part of a space-based recon-
naissance system North Korea
says it needs to counter escalat-
ing security threats from South
Korea and the United States.

South Korea mobilised
navy ships, aircraft and divers
to recover debris from the
rocket and satellite in a 36-day
operation that ended
Wednesday, the South’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in a state-
ment.

“Numerous” and “key”
parts of the rocket and the
satellite were recovered and the
South Korean and US experts
who jointly examined them
concluded the satellite wasn’t
capable of conducting military
reconnaissance works at all, the
statement said.North Korea
didn’t immediately respond to
the South Korean announce-
ment. The day the launch failed,
North Korea’s state media said
the rocket lost thrust following
the separation of its first and
second stages, then crashed
into the sea. At a ruling party
meeting last month, North
Korea called the failed launch
“the most serious” shortcoming
this year and harshly criticized
those responsible. 
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Bangkok (AP): Myanmar’s
Supreme Court heard final
arguments on Wednesday in
appeals by ousted leader Aung
San Suu Kyi of her convictions
in two cases in which she was
charged with election fraud and
breaching the Official Secrets
Act, a legal official said.

Suu Kyi, 78, was arrested
when the army seized power
from her elected government in
February 2021. She has been
convicted of a string of crimi-
nal offenses and sentenced to
a total of 33 years in prison,
mostly on charges brought by
the military government.

Suu Kyi’s supporters and
legal experts say the cases are
an attempt to legitimise the
military’s seizure of power
while discrediting her and pre-
venting her return to politics.

Wednesday’s Supreme
Court hearing was closed to the
media and public. Her lawyers
were served with gag orders in
late 2021, restricting them from
releasing information. Neither
Suu Kyi nor any of her co-
defendants attended the hear-
ing.

The legal official, who is
familiar with Suu Kyi’s court
cases and spoke on condition
of anonymity because he is not
authorised to release informa-
tion, said the Supreme Court
could reach its decisions in the
next two months.

He said Suu Kyi’s lawyers
submitted final arguments on
her behalf in the two cases,
while prosecutors presented
their arguments against her
release.

The legal official said the
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Less than a year after taking
office, Malaysian Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim faces
a critical first test in state elec-
tions next month that pits his
government against a powerful
Islamic opposition.

Election Commission chief
Abdul Ghani Salleh said on
Wednesday that over 9.7 mil-
lion voters will head to the bal-
lot box on August 12 to elect
245 assembly members for six
states.While state elections gen-
erally do not affect the federal
government, it will be closely
watched as a gauge of support
for Anwar’s unity government
that was formed after a divisive
general election in November.

Anwar’s multiethnic

Pakatan Harapan (PH) alliance
won the most seats in
November polls but fell short
of a majority after many ethnic
Malays threw their support
behind the Perikatan Nasional
(PN) bloc led by former Prime
Minister Muhyiddin Yassin.

The PN bloc includes the
conservative Pan-Malaysian
Islamic Party (PAS), that unex-
pectedly rose to become the
single largest party in

Parliament.
Anwar clinched the pre-

miership after securing the
backing of a once-dominant
rival, a coalition led by the
United Malays National
Organization and other small-
er parties for a majority to form
a unity government.The tie-up
between Anwar’s PH and the
UMNO-led Barisan Nasional
was once unthinkable in
Malaysian politics, which has
been shaped by long rivalry
between the two parties.“The
state elections is the first test of
popularity for the unity govern-
ment on a rather nationwide
scale, virtually half of Malaysia,”
said Ahmad Fauzi Abdul
Hamid, a political science lec-
turer at the University of
Science, Malaysia.
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Britain’s King Charles III and
Queen Camilla were on

Wednesday presented with the
crown jewels of Scotland in a historic
ceremony in Edinburgh that cele-
brates the Coronation of a new
monarch and followed a similar
multi-faith format to the Coronation
at Westminster Abbey here in May.

The National Service of
Thanksgiving and Dedication at St.
Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh is
symbolic of the monarch’s connec-
tion with the devolved region.

The Christian ceremony was
joined by a Hindu priest, a Muslim
Imam, a Jewish Rabbi and a
Buddhist monk for the segment enti-
tled “blessings and greetings from
representatives of faith and belief
communities”.

“May Goddess Sri Lakshmi and
God Sri Venkateswara bless Your

Majesties and the royal family with
purity and unity of thoughts, words
and deeds to serve and uplift the
people of the United Kingdom and

the Commonwealth,” said Dr Srihari
Vallabhajousula, Honorary Priest
of the Hindu Temple of Scotland in
Glasgow, in his reading.
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Idlib (AP): The UN secretary
general is hoping that the
Security Council will vote
later this month to keep a key
border crossing from Turkiye
to Syria’s rebel-held northwest
open for critical aid deliver-
ies for a period of one year
instead of six months, a UN
official said Tuesday.
Syria’s northwestern province
of Idlib is home to some 4
million people, many of
whom were earlier displaced
during the 12-year civil war,
which has killed nearly half a
million people. Hundreds of
thousands live in tent settle-
ments and rely on aid that
comes through the Bab al-
Hawa border crossing. The
Security Council is expected
to vote in the coming days, as
the current six-month open-
ing period expires on July 10.

The situation got worse
after the February 6 earth-
quake that hit southern
Turkiye and northern Syria,
killing tens of thousands of
people and leaving many
more homeless and in need of
aid.

In the past, Russia, the
main backer of Syrian
President Bashar Assad,
abstained on or vetoed reso-
lutions on cross-border aid
deliveries. It has sought to
replace aid crossing the
Turkish border to Idlib
province with convoys from
government-held areas in
Syria. Since the early years of
the war in Syria, Turkiye has
sided with and supported the
rebels. The Security Council
initially authorized aid deliv-
eries in 2014 from Turkiye,
Iraq and Jordan through four
crossing points into opposi-
tion-held areas in Syria. 
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ABritish Sikh crossbow-
armed intruder who has

admitted to committing trea-
son after telling royal guards on
Christmas Day 2021 that he
was there to kill Queen
Elizabeth II was inspired by
‘Star Wars’, a court hearing in
London was told on
Wednesday.

Jaswant Singh Chail, 21,
who identified himself as an
“Indian Sikh” and wanted to
“assassinate” the late monarch
as revenge for the 1919
Jallianwala Bagh massacre in
Amritsar in a social media
video that emerged soon after
his arrest, is facing a two-day

sentencing hearing at the Old
Bailey court in London.

The Queen, who passed
away in September last year,
was in her private apartments
at Windsor Castle at the time
of Chail’s intrusion on the
morning of December 25,
2021.
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Nine people were shot and
wounded, including two

juveniles, early Wednesday in
Washington, DC, police said.
Shortly before 1 a.m., police
responded to a report of a
shooting on Meade Street in
the northeastern quadrant of
the US capital, Assistant Chief
Leslie Parsons of the
Metropolitan Police
Department said in a statement
on Twitter.

Upon their arrival officers
discovered multiple shooting
victims, including a 9-year-
old and a 17-year-old, Parsons
said.

A dark coloured SUV seen
driving through the neigh-
bourhood, stopped and then
shot at the victims outside
enjoying the July Fourth holi-
day, Parsons said, calling the
shooting targeted.

Several victims were trans-
ported to local hospitals by DC
Fire and EMS while others
transported themselves. All the
victims suffered non-life threat-

ening injuries, Parsons said.
None were immediately iden-
tified.

It was not immediately
clear if there was more than one
shooter in the vehicle and no
arrests have been made.

The DC shooting is the lat-
est in a string of mass shootings

over a violent holiday weekend.
Thirty people were shot,

two fatally at a block party in
Baltimore early Sunday. 
Authorities say many of the
shooting victims were under
18.

On Monday night, a gun-
man in a bulletproof vest has

opened fire on the streets of
Philadelphia, killing five peo-
ple and wounding two boys, 2
and 13, before he surrendered
to responding officers, police
said.

Three people were killed
and eight others injured when
several men fired indiscrimi-
nately into a crowd of hundreds
that had gathered in a Texas
neighbourhood following a
festival in the area, authorities
said. The shooting in the Fort
Worth neighbourhood of
Como happened late Monday
night, about two hours after the
annual ComoFest ended.

And in Florida, a 7-year-
old child was killed in a shoot-
ing during an altercation
between two groups gathered
for July 4th celebrations along
a causeway that crosses Tampa
Bay, police said. 

A man was also hit with
gunfire, but was expected to
survive, the Tampa Police
Department said in a news
release. The child was taken to
a hospital and pronounced
dead, the statement said. 
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APakistani court here on
Wednesday fixed

Toshakhana case for hearing on
Thursday and summoned
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman and former prime
minister Imran Khan to appear
before it in person.

Additional District and
Session Judge Hamayun
Dilawar would take up the
case for hearing on Thursday,
the Express Tribune newspaper
reported.Earlier, the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) had direct-
ed the trial court to re-decide
the maintainability of the
Toshakhana case within seven
days after hearing Khan.

Khan, 70, was indicted in
the Toshakhana case on May 10
by Additional Sessions Judge
Dilawar, who rejected objec-
tions about the admissibility of
the case.

Khan had challenged the
admissibility of the case before
the IHC which set aside the
verdict of the trial court. The
IHC bench had stated that the
trial court had dismissed the
petition of the former prime
minister on weak grounds.

The bench asked the lower
court to consider the petition
of Khan as pending.

The Toshakhana issue over
the sale of state gifts received by
the cricketer-turned-politician
became a major issue in nation-
al politics after the Election
Commission of Pakistan dis-
qualified the former premier
for making “false statements
and incorrect declaration”.

Khan is facing more than
140 cases across the country
and faces charges like terror-
ism, violence, blasphemy, cor-

ruption and murder. He was
accused of misusing his 2018 to
2022 premiership to buy and
sell gifts in state possession that
were received during visits
abroad and worth more than
Rs140 million (USD 635,000).

The Toshakhana is a
department under the admin-
istrative control of the Cabinet
Division and stores precious
gifts given to rulers, parliamen-
tarians, bureaucrats, and offi-
cials by heads of other govern-
ments and states and foreign
dignitaries. 
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Ukraine and Russia accused
each other Wednesday of

planning to attack one of the
world’s largest nuclear power
plants, which is located in
southeastern Ukraine and
occupied by Russian troops,
but neither side provided evi-
dence to support their claims of
an imminent threat.

The Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant has been a focus of
concern since Moscow’s forces
took control of it and its staff
in the early stages of the war.

Over the last year, the UN’s
atomic watchdog repeatedly
expressed alarm over the pos-
sibility of a radiation catastro-
phe like the one at Chernobyl
after a reactor exploded in
1986.

While Russia and Ukraine
regularly traded blame over
shelling near the plant that
caused power outages, Ukraine
has alleged more recently that
Moscow might try to cause a
deliberate leak in an attempt to
derail Kyiv’s ongoing coun-
teroffensive in the surrounding
Zaporizhzhia region.

Citing the latest intelli-
gence reports, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy alleged Tuesday
night that Russian troops had
placed “objects resembling
explosives” on top of several
power units to “simulate” an
attack as part of a false flag
operation.

The “foreign objects” were
placed on the roof of the plant’s
third and fourth power units,
according to a statement from
the General Staff of Ukraine’s
armed forces. “Their detona-
tion should not damage power
units but may create a picture
of shelling from Ukraine,” the
statement said.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency has officials sta-
tioned at the Russian-held
plant, which is still run by its
Ukrainian staff.

IAEA Director General
Rafael Mariano Grossi said his
agency’s most recent inspection
of the plant found no mining
activities, “but we remain
extremely alert.”

“As you know, there is a lot
of combat, I have been there a
few weeks ago, and there is
contact there very close to the
plant, so we cannot relax,”
Grossi said during a visit to
Japan.In Russia, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov

raised the specter of a poten-
tially “catastrophic” provoca-
tion by the Ukrainian army at
the nuclear plant, which is
Europe’s largest but has its six
reactors shut down.

It still needs power and
qualified staff to operate crucial
cooling systems and other safe-
ty features.

“The situation is quite
tense. There is a great threat of
sabotage by the Kyiv regime,
which can be catastrophic in its
consequences,” Peskov said in
response to a reporter’s ques-
tion about the plant.

He also claimed that the
Kremlin was pursuing “all mea-
sures” to counter the alleged
Ukrainian threat.

Grossi said he was aware of
both Kyiv’s and Moscow’s
claims and reiterated that
“nuclear power plants should
never, under any circum-
stances, be attacked.”“A nuclear
power plant should not be
used as a military base,” he
said.Peskov’s comments came
after Renat Karchaa, an advisor
to Russian state nuclear com-
pany Rosenergoatom, said
there was “no basis” for
Zelenskyy’s claims of a plot to
simulate an explosion.
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Apetition has been filed in a
Pakistani court seeking the

disqualification of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif for
making a “false promise” to the
court regarding the return of
his elder brother Nawaz Sharif
from the UK after his treat-
ment.The Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Tuesday adjourned
the hearing for an indefinite
period, observing that this
petition should have moved
when Shehbaz Sharif failed to
fulfil his promise during the
tenure of the previous govern-
ment.

Nawaz Sharif, the supreme
leader of the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) and the elder brother of
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
has been living in self-exile in
the United Kingdom since
November 2019.

Petitioner Azhar Abbas
contended that Shehbaz Sharif
had filed a “false affidavit”
before a two-judge bench of the
LHC in November 2019 that he
would ensure the return of his
elder brother within four weeks
if he (Nawaz Sharif ) was
allowed to go abroad for his
treatment.

The petitioner said the
LHC accepted Shehbaz Sharif ’s
affidavit and allowed Nawaz
Sharif, now 73, to go abroad for
his treatment for four weeks.
But Nawaz Sharif had been
travelling to Europe and the
Gulf since November 2019 but
was not returning to Pakistan
as undertaken by Shehbaz
Sharif. Besides, it appears that
Nawaz Sharif had feigned his
illness to secure court relief, he
alleged.

Shehbaz Sharif, 71, should
be disqualified under the pro-
visions of Articles 62 and 63 of
the Constitution, the petition-
er pleaded before the court.

Assistant Attorney General
Sheraz Zaka objected to the
maintainability of the writ peti-
tion, saying the petitioner was
not an aggrieved person in the
matter. He said former premier
Nawaz Sharif was allowed to
travel abroad by the federal
government of the time
(Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf of
Imran Khan).   He argued that
the petitioner had a remedy to
approach an appropriate forum
if he believed there was any
offence. He requested the court
to dismiss the petition as not
maintainable. The LHC then
adjourned the hearing for an
indefinite period.
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Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on

Wednesday said he was hope-
ful that the IMF’s executive
board meeting on July 12 will
approve the USD 3 billion
nine-month bailout plan with
his cash-strapped government
and emphasised that the coun-
try was no longer under the
threat of default.

Pakistan is hoping that the
Washington-based lender will
release the first tranche of
USD 1.1 billion as part of the
loan programme.

The Pakistan government
and the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) reached a long-
awaited staff-level agreement
on June 29 to inject USD 3 bil-
lion into the ailing economy
after months-long negotiations
that pushed the country to the
brink of default.

Prime Minister Sharif
acknowledged Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar’s effort in
reaching a staff-level agree-
ment with the IMF on a nine-
month Stand-by Arrangement
(SBA) in the amount of SDR
2,250 million (about USD 3 bil-
lion).“Because of Ishaq Dar

and his team’s efforts, on July
12, God willing in the board
meeting, I am hopeful that it
will be approved,” he was quot-
ed as saying by The Dawn
newspaper.

The USD 3 billion funding,
spread over nine months, is
higher than expected for
Pakistan. 

The country was awaiting
the release of the remaining
USD 2.5 billion from a USD 6.5
billion bailout package agreed
in 2019, which expired on June
30.

The nine-month Stand-by
Arrangement (SBA), if
approved, will bring USD 3 bil-

lion, or 111 per cent of
Pakistan’s IMF quota which will
ease the country’s financial
crisis.

Shehbaz also stated that he
was “grateful” to the IMF
Managing Director, Kristalina
Georgieva, and her team,
adding that this was Pakistan’s
opportunity to move toward
progress.

The prime minister reiter-
ated that unlike the previous
government and their “delays”
concerning the conditions put
forth by the IMF, the SBA was
a nine-month-long programme
and the government planned to
complete it within the stipulat-
ed timeline, it said. He said
Pakistan was no longer under
the threat of default.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
said it was the government’s
responsibility to rehabilitate
the country’s economic condi-
tions and to help it “stand on
its feet”.

The initial disbursement is
contingent upon the board’s
approval as the country contin-
ues to grapple with a severe bal-
ance of payments crisis and
declining foreign exchange
reserves.
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Dubai (AP): Iran tried to seize
two oil tankers near the strate-
gic Strait of Hormuz early
Wednesday, firing shots at one
of them, the US Navy said.

It said that in both cases,
the Iranian naval vessels backed
off after the US Navy respond-
ed, and that both commercial
ships continued their voyages.

“The Iranian navy did
make attempts to seize com-
mercial tankers lawfully tran-
siting international waters,”
said Cmdr. Tim Hawkins,
spokesman for the US Navy’s
Fifth Fleet. “The US Navy
responded immediately and
prevented those seizures.”

He said the gunfire direct-
ed at the second vessel did not
cause casualties or major dam-
age. There was no immediate
Iranian comment on the inci-
dents. Ambrey, a maritime
intelligence service, said the
tanker that was fired upon
was a Bahamas-flagged, Greek-
owned, US managed crude oil
tanker transiting from the
United Arab Emirates to
Singapore. It said the firing of
shots happened 28 nautical
miles northeast of Muscat, the
capital of Oman. 
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Germany’s Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a

draft 2024 budget that foresees
lower spending, with defence
among the exceptions, as
Europe’s biggest economy sticks
to rules limiting borrowing that
were suspended during the coro-
navirus pandemic.

The government’s plan calls
for spending of 445.7 billion
euros (USD 486 billion), down
6.4 per cent from the 476.3 bil-
lion euros it expects to spend this
year.

Defence spending is set to
rise by 1.7 billion euros to some
51.8 billion euros, some way
short of what the defence min-
ister initially sought.

Germany plans to reach a
NATO target of spending 2 per
cent of gross domestic product
on defence next year, a measure
on which it has long fallen
short, with help from a special
100 billion-euro fund set up to
modernize the German military
after Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Berlin aims to meet the
target via its regular budget
later this decade. “Security, eco-
nomic prosperity and industri-

al fitness for the future, climate
neutrality and cohesion are the
most important characteristics
of a budget that of course is chal-
lenged by the fact that many in
recent years have got used to the
big dimensions” associated with
measures to tackle the effects of
the pandemic and Russia’s war
in Ukraine, Chancellor Olaf
Scholz told lawmakers.

Scholz’s three-party coali-
tion is returning this year to
compliance with Germany’s so-
called debt brake, which allows
new borrowing to the tune of
only 0.35 per cent of annual
gross domestic product.

It can be suspended to deal
with natural disasters or other
emergencies that are out of the
state’s control, and was for three
years after the coronavirus pan-
demic started in 2020 to allow
for large amounts of borrowing
to finance various support and
stimulus packages.

Finance Minister Christian
Lindner and his pro-business
Free Democrats have been par-
ticularly adamant about saving
money to adhere to those rules,
and the coalition also has agreed
at their insistence not to raise
taxes.
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China has abruptly cancelled a
visit to Beijing by the European

Union’s top diplomat, the EU said
on Wednesday, amid ongoing dis-
agreements between the two pow-
ers over trade, human rights and the
Ukraine war.  Josep Borrell, the EU’s
high representative for foreign
affairs and security policy, was due
to arrive in China on July 10 for
talks with Chinese Foreign Minister
Qin Gang and other officials,
according to an announcement by
the EU ambassador to Beijing on
Sunday.

The European and Chinese
diplomats were set to discuss top-
ics including trade, human rights
and China’s stance on the war in
Ukraine, according to Ambassador
Jorge Toledo.

But China has cancelled
Borrell’s visit, the EU announced,
without saying why.

“Unfortunately, we were
informed by the Chinese counter-
parts that the envisaged dates next
week are no longer possible and we
must now look for alternatives,” EU
spokesperson Nabila Massrali said
in an emailed statement on
Wednesday.“It is for China to com-

municate on the reasons,” she added.
“We will adapt and find together a
new date.”

China’s Foreign Ministry was
vague on the topic.

“China attaches high impor-
tance to Sino-European relations
and has maintained exchanges with
Europe at all levels and in various
aspects,” ministry spokesperson
Wang Wenbing said at a routine
briefing in Beijing on Wednesday.

“We welcome Representative
Borrell to visit China as soon as pos-
sible at the convenience of both
sides, and we are ready to carry on
exchanges with the European side.”

Borrell was initially scheduled
to visit Beijing in April but had to
postpone after testing positive for
Covid-19, the EU said. While it
remains unclear what has caused the
latest cancellation, it comes on the
heels of a summit by EU member
states last week during which the
bloc endorsed a strategy to try to
procure critical materials from
sources other than China, while
insisting it did not want to entirely
“decouple” from the world’s second-
largest economy.

The member states also
affirmed the EU’s “multifaceted”
position on China, which the bloc

labels as “simultaneously a partner,
a competitor and a systemic rival.”

The “systemic rival” designa-
tion, first adopted by the EU in
2019, has long irked Beijing, as have
recent European efforts to align with
the United States on reducing
dependencies on Chinese trade and
supply chains.

Brussels, on the other hand,
takes issue with China’s refusal to
condemn Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Beijing claims it is neutral in the
conflict but has backed Russia by
organizing frequent state visits and
joint military drills.

The EU member states last
week urged China “to press Russia
to stop its war of aggression, and
immediately, completely and uncon-
ditionally withdraw its troops from
Ukraine.”

European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen and
French President Emmanuel
Macron made similar requests dur-
ing visits to Beijing earlier this year.

The EU also opposes a change
in the status quo of China’s relation-
ship with Taiwan, even as Beijing
continues to threaten to take over
the self-ruled island, which it con-
siders a breakaway province.
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The shipping industry’s car-
bon neutral deadline could

be reset to a flexible ‘mid-cen-
tury’ deadline considering the
national circumstances, a relax-
ation from the strict 2050 goal
that was actively deliberated
among the member states of
the International Maritime
Organisation (IMO). The cru-
cial 80th session of the
Maritime Environment
Protection Committee (MEPC)

of the IMO is likely to reach a
consensus, mostly consider-
ing the demand from the devel-
oping nations, to reset the car-
bon neutral goal to mid-centu-
ry, with interim goals of reduc-
tion of GHG emissions 20 per
cent by 2030 and 70 per cent by
2040. “These targets seem to be
achievable with a mid-century
deadline, considering the
national circumstances,”
Ajithkumar Sukumaran,
Additional DG, Shipping, and
an Indian delegate at the MEPC

80, told PTI. Most of the devel-
oping nations have been lobby-
ing for the mid-century target
— could be 2051, 2052 or
2053, insisting on not strictly
fixing 2050 as the year for
achieving net zero. The ship-
ping industry accounts for
almost 3 per cent of global
emissions.  

Earlier, during a media
interaction, the IMO Secretary-
General Kitack Lim had said
that there were three options
put forward, net zero by 2050,

by mid-century considering
the national circumstances,
and beyond mid-century.

“Agreement is there for
checkpoints, cut on total emis-
sions by 20 per cent by 2030
over 25 per cent and 70 per
cent by 2040 over 75 per cent,”
Lim said.

The developing nations are
particular about considering
the national circumstances
before setting any targets for
achieving net zero. “We have to
look at the impact and ensure

that no decision should paral-
yse the industry. So we are also
in favour of the mid-century
target considering the nation-
al circumstances,” Vusi
September, Head of Corporate
Affairs and Government
Relations, South African
Maritime Safety Authority, rep-
resenting South Africa at
MEPC 80, said. He said some
of the present targets put for-
ward by the developed nations
are “unrealistic” even for them
to achieve.
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Equity benchmark indices ended flat
on Wednesday with Sensex sliding
33 points and Nifty gaining 9

points after an unabated record-break-
ing rally in the last few trading sessions.

Weak global market trends and fall
in HDFC twins also spoiled markets
party.

The 30-share BSE Sensex dipped
33.01 points or 0.05 per cent to settle at
65,446.04. The benchmark remained in
the negative territory for most part of the
trade and fell 222.56 points or 0.33 per
cent to 65,256.49 in intra-day.

The NSE Nifty eked out marginal
gains of 9.50 points or 0.05 per cent to
end at its fresh record high of 19,398.50.
During the day, it hit a high of 19,421.60
and a low of 19,339.60.

From the Sensex pack, HDFC Bank
fell over 3 per cent and HDFC declined
nearly 3 per cent.

Bajaj Finserv, Wipro, Tata Motors,
Axis Bank, NTPC, Bajaj Finance and
UltraTech Cement were among the
other laggards.

However, Maruti, Tech Mahindra,
IndusInd Bank, Hindustan Unilever,
ITC, ICICI Bank, Power Grid and Nestle
were among the gainers.

“Markets remained range bound
and ended almost unchanged. After the
flat start, the Nifty oscillated in a narrow

band and finally settled around the
day’s high at 19,398.50 levels. Meanwhile,
a mixed trend across sectors kept the par-
ticipants busy wherein FMCG and auto
majors were in the limelight. Besides, a
modest up move in the midcap and
smallcap space added to the trading
opportunities,” said Ajit Mishra, SVP -
Technical Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge climbed 0.68 per cent and
smallcap index advanced 0.62 per cent.

Among the indices, FMCG jumped
1.71 per cent, auto rallied 1.62 per cent,
oil & gas (1.04 per cent), consumer dis-
cretionary (0.86 per cent), energy (0.75
per cent) and services (0.68 per cent).

Financial Services, telecommunica-

tion and bankex were the laggards.
In the past five trading sessions, the

30-share BSE benchmark jumped over
2,500 points and the Nifty climbed
723.5 points since June 26.

Rallying for the fifth straight session
on Tuesday, the BSE benchmark jumped
274 points or 0.42 per cent to settle at its
all-time closing high of 65,479.05. During
the day, the benchmark had surged
467.92 points or 0.71 per cent to hit its
lifetime intra-day peak of 65,672.97.

The Nifty climbed 66.45 points or
0.34 per cent to end at a fresh record high
of 19,389. During the day, it advanced
111.6 points or 0.57 per cent to hit its all-
time intra-day peak of 19,434.15. 

India’s services sector growth eased

to a three-month low in June but service
providers continued to signal positive
demand trends, which resulted in a
stronger increase in new business vol-
umes and further job creation, a month-
ly survey said on Wednesday.

The seasonally adjusted S&P Global
India Services PMI Business Activity
Index fell from 61.2 in May to 58.5 in
June. Despite falling from May, the lat-
est figure was consistent with a sharp pace
of growth.

“Global worries along with moder-
ation in Services PMI data briefly impact-
ed the domestic market’s rally.
Heightened trade tensions between the
US and China, coupled with uncertain-
ties surrounding the upcoming release of
Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC) minutes, tested the risk appetite
of global investors.

“However, the market’s last-minute
broad based recovery serves as a reaffir-
mation of investors’ confidence in the
Indian economy,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial Services,
said.

In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong ended lower.

Equity markets in Europe were trad-
ing in the negative territory. The US mar-
kets were shut on Tuesday.

Global oil benchmark Brent crude
dipped 0.43 per cent to USD 75.92 a bar-
rel. Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
bought equities worth Rs 1,603.15 crore
on Wednesday, according to exchange
data.
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AReserve Bank-appointed
committee on Wednesday

suggested a host of short-term
and long-term measures for
internationalisation of Indian
rupee, including efforts for
inclusion of the Indian curren-
cy in IMF’s Special Drawing
Rights (SDR) basket.

SDR is an international
reserve asset created by the IMF
to supplement the official
reserves of its member countries.
It is a potential claim on the
freely usable currencies of IMF
members. As such, SDRs can
provide a country with liquidi-
ty. A basket of currencies defines
the SDR: the US dollar, euro,
Chinese yuan, Japanese yen,
and the British pound.

The Inter Departmental
Group (IDG) headed by RBI
executive director R S Ratho in
its report said that internation-
alisation is a process rather than
an event, with continuous efforts
to build upon all the initiatives
that have been taken in the past.

Suggesting short-term mea-
sures, the panel said, there is a
need to design a template and
adopt a standardised approach
for examining the proposals on
bilateral and multilateral trade
arrangements for invoicing, set-
tlement and payment in INR
and local currencies and encour-

age opening of INR accounts for
non-residents (other than nos-
tro accounts of overseas banks)
both in India and outside India.

It also recommended inte-
grating Indian payment sys-
tems with other countries for
cross-border transactions and
strengthening financial mar-
kets by fostering a global 24x5
INR market and promoting
India as the hub for INR trans-
actions and price discovery.

There is also a need for
recalibrating the FPI regime
and rationalizing/harmonizing
the extant Know Your Customer
(KYC) guidelines and provide
equitable incentives to exporters
for INR trade settlement.

With regard to medium-
term strategy, the panel said,
there is a need to review taxes on
Masala bonds and internation-
al use of Real Time Gross Settle-
ment (RTGS) for cross-border
trade transactions and inclusion
of INR as a direct settlement cur-
rency in the Continuous Linked
Settlement (CLS) system.

Examination of taxation
issues in financial markets to
harmonise tax regimes of India
and other financial centres and
allowing banking services in
INR outside India through off-
shore branches of Indian banks
were part of medium-term sug-
gestion given by the Reserve
Bank panel.

The Inter-Departmental
Group (IDG) of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) was formed
in December 2021. 

The objective of the IDG
was to review the extant position
of INR as an international cur-
rency and to frame a road map
for the internationalisation of
INR. The IDG has since sub-
mitted its report containing its
final set of recommendations.

The report and its recom-
mendations reflect the views of
the IDG and do not in any way
reflect the official position of the
Reserve Bank of India. The rec-
ommendations of the report
will be examined for imple-
mentation, it said.

The IDG said that over the
long term, India will achieve
higher level of trade linkages
with other countries and impro-
ved macro-economic parame-
ters, and INR may ascend to a
level where it would be widely
used and preferred by other
economies as a ‘vehicle curren-
cy’.
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Markets watchdog Sebi has
proposed a consolidated

cyber security and cyber
resilience framework wherein all
regulated entities need to put in
place an up-to-date cyber crisis
management plan.

The framework has been
mooted to further strengthen
cyber-risks, incidents preven-
tion, preparedness, and response
capacities of the entities.

Sebi has issued a consulta-
tion paper on ‘Consolidated
Cyber Security and Cyber
Resilience Framework (CSCRF)
for Sebi Regulated Entities’ looks
at providing a common struc-
ture for multiple approaches to
cyber security to prevent any
cyber-risks/incidents.

Comments have been
sought on the consultation paper
till July 25.

The Securities and Exchan-
ge Board of India (Sebi) said the
framework is based on five con-
current and continuous func-
tions of cyber security as defined
by NIST — Identify, Protect,
Detect, Respond, and Recover.

NIST refers to the National
Institute of Standards and
Technology.

According to Sebi, the
framework will continue to be
updated and improved as tech-
nology and the securities mar-
ket evolves as different REs
(Regulated Entities) provide
their feedback.

“All REs shall formulate an
up-to-date Cyber Crisis Mana-
gement Plan (CCMP),” the con-
sultation paper issued on
Tuesday said.

They would also have to put
in place a comprehensive inci-
dent response management plan
and respective Standard Opera-
ting Procedures (SOPs).

“Alerts generated from
monitoring and detection sys-
tems shall be suitably investi-
gated for Root Cause Analysis
(RCA),” it noted.

With technological devel-
opments in the securities mar-
ket, Sebi said that maintaining
robust cyber security and cyber
resilience to protect the organ-
isations operating in the securi-
ties market from cyber risks/
incidents has become indis-
pensable.

The regulator has been issu-
ing targeted cyber security and
cyber resilience frameworks for
various regulated entities since
2015.
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Bajaj Auto and British motor-
cycle brand Triumph on

Wednesday launched co-devel-
oped Triumph Speed 400 and
Scrambler 400 X motorcycles in
India. These motorcycles were
unveiled globally in London
last week. The two companies
formed a global partnership in
2017.

Triumph Speed 400 has
been priced at Rs 2.33 lakh with
the inaugural price of the bike
for the first 10,000 customers
pegged at Rs 2.23 lakh, the two
partners announced at the
launch event on Wednesday.

Speed 400 will be available

in the market from mid-this
month while Scrambler 400 X,
whose price is yet to be
announced, will hit the market
by October this year.

At the launch, Bajaj Auto
Managing Director Rajiv Bajaj
said, “we are hopeful of (achiev-
ing) significant volume” with the
launch of the two new motor-
cycles, developed in partnership
with Triumph.

He said that the motorcycles
will be produced at Bajaj Auto’s
new manufacturing facility in
Chakan, which currently has a
capacity to produce 5,000 units
of these bikes per month. It can
be scaled up depending on the
demand.

“We will take some time to
scale up…we will watch the
demand and assess it (before
scaling up), he said.

The company also said that
over 100 Triumph World show-
rooms will come up across 80
cities within this fiscal year.

Last month, Bajaj Auto and

Triumph Motorcycles announ-
ced the completion of the trans-
fer of the latter’s India sales and
marketing operations to the
Indian firm.

As part of the partnership,
the current 15 Triumph
Motorcycle dealerships will be
managed by Bajaj Auto but will
remain exclusive to the brand
and continue to operate in line
with Triumph’s global standards,
the statement said.

The Pune-based automak-
er said the company already
operates four distinct and exclu-
sive dealership networks for its
KTM, Bajaj Motorcycles, Chetak
Electric and Bajaj three-wheel-
ers range of products.

����� )*+�,*�-�

The market capitalisation of BSE-listed
firms reached an all-time high of Rs

299.90 lakh crore on Wednesday despite the
Sensex falling marginally after a remarkable
record-breaking rally in the last few trad-
ing sessions. The 30-share BSE Sensex
dipped 33.01 points or 0.05 per cent to set-
tle at 65,446.04, after rallying in the past five
trading straight sessions. During the day, the
benchmark hit a low of 65,256.49 and a high
of 65,584.33.

The BSE benchmark had jumped over
2,500 points in the past five sessions.

But, investor sentiments largely
remained unfazed by the muted trend in
equities during the day, with the market cap-
italisation (mcap) of BSE-listed firms scal-

ing a lifetime peak of 2,99,90,050.73 crore.
The mcap of BSE-listed companies is

Rs 9,949.27 crore away from the historic Rs
300 lakh crore mark. Investors’ wealth also
climbed Rs 1.32 lakh crore from Tuesday.

From the Sensex pack, Maruti jumped
3.61 per cent, IndusInd Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Hindustan Unilever, ITC, ICICI
Bank, Power Grid and Nestle were among

the other major gainers.
HDFC Bank fell over 3 per cent and

HDFC declined nearly 3 per cent.
Bajaj Finserv, Wipro, Tata Motors,

UltraTech Cement, Axis Bank and NTPC
were among the other laggards.

In the broader market, the BSE midcap
gauge climbed 0.68 per cent and smallcap
index advanced 0.62 per cent.

Among the indices, FMCG jumped
1.71 per cent, auto rallied 1.62 per cent, oil
& gas (1.04 per cent), consumer discre-
tionary (0.86 per cent), energy (0.75 per
cent) and services (0.68 per cent). Financial
Services, telecommunication and bankex
were the laggards. Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
1,603.15 crore on Wednesday, according to
exchange data.

����� ������

The tepid recovery in rural
demand will help the fast-

moving consumer goods
(FMCG) sector register a rev-
enue growth of 7-9 per cent in
the current fiscal, a report said
on Wednesday.

On the other hand, urban
demand growth, which consti-
tutes about 65 per cent of the
total market, will be stable on
a higher base, and the volume
demand will come mostly from
rural markets, which is 35-40
per cent of overall demand,
according to a Crisil Ratings
report.

However, the report said
product realisations are expect-
ed to be range-bound, even
moderating in a few categories
because of price cuts in cases
where raw material prices have
moderated. 

In contrast, revenue growth
in the past two fiscals was dri-
ven by higher realisations, it
said.

The report also said that
the operating margins of
FMCG players are likely to see
50-100 basis points of improve-
ment to reach the pre-Covid
levels of 20-21 per cent as
lower raw material cost, pri-
marily of edible oil, crude
derivatives and chemicals, will
help offset higher selling and
marketing spends.

The report is based on the
performance of 76 FMCG
companies that account for 35
per cent of the estimated Rs 5.2
lakh-crore sector.

According to Anuj Sethi, a

senior director with the agency,
after subdued volume growth
in the past two fiscals (1-3 per
cent), the sector is likely to
record a 4-6 per cent volume
expansion this fiscal, support-
ed by gradual recovery in rural
demand and steady urban
demand.

But all this is contingent on
not having a serious adverse
impact of El Niño conditions
on the monsoons.

Rural demand began to
recover in the last quarter of
FY23 after staying negative for
six consecutive quarters. This
was supported by growing
rural income in the past two
quarters, coupled with falling
rural inflation. Demand recov-
ery is expected to sustain this
fiscal with continuing moder-
ation in inflation, healthy hike
in minimum support prices for
key crops, and stable non-
agricultural income indicators,
the agency said.

The urban segment, which
grew in double-digits in the
past two fiscals, will continue
to support overall growth
owing to increasing disposable
income, continuing growth of
e-commerce and contact-based
services, and progress on pre-
miumisation in the home care
and personal care segments, it
added.
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Unsold housing stocks in
Delhi-NCR fell 21 per cent

annually during the April-June
period of this calendar year to
nearly 1.11 lakh units on better
demand and calibrated new
supply, according to Anarock.

Delhi-NCR’s unsold hous-
ing stock at the end of the June
quarter stood at 1,10,990 units
as against 1,41,250 units in the
corresponding period of 2022,

real estate consultant Anarock
said.

“The increasing sway of
branded developers has been
steadily boosting homebuyer
confidence in Delhi-NCR.
Before the pandemic, this mar-
ket was being burdened by
excessive supply from unbrand-
ed players.

“Today, despite very healthy
sales, branded developers are
carefully calibrating the supply
pipeline,” Santhosh Kumar, Vice

Chairman at Anarock, said.
Compared with the pre-

Covid Q2 2019-end period,
there has been a 39 per cent
reduction in overall unsold
housing stock in the whole of
NCR, he added.

Noida saw a maximum
decline of 31 per cent, followed
by Ghaziabad (26 per cent),
Gurugram (21 per cent) and
Greater Noida (20 per cent).

As per the data, the unsold
housing stocks in Gurugram

declined to 46,650 units at the
end of the April-June quarter
from 59,120 units in the year-
ago period.

Unsold residential proper-
ties in Noida fell to 8,440 units
from 12,150 units, while in
Greater Noida, the number
dropped to 23,170 units from
28,870 units.

Anarock data showed a 26
per cent decline in unsold inven-
tory in Ghaziabad to 13,385
units from 18,000 units.
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Maruti Suzuki India is look-
ing to double its turnover

to around Rs 1.68 lakh crore by
2030-31 from FY22 level in line
with parent Suzuki Motor
Corporation’s global growth
strategy, company Managing
Director and CEO Hisashi
Takeuchi said on Wednesday.

The company expects India
to “play a very big role” in
Suzuki Motor Corporation’s goal
to achieve a global turnover of
Rs 4.32 lakh crore in FY30-31,
which would be exactly double
the turnover of Rs 2.16 lakh
crore achieved in FY21-22, he
said.

“Yes, of course” because we
would like to make our volume
double the size, Takeuchi said
when asked if Maruti Suzuki
India was also looking to dou-
ble its turnover like its parent
Suzuki.

He said, “We will invest for
production facility, we will invest
for human resources so that we
will be able to handle such a big
volume by 2030. So that is our
plan.”

Maruti Suzuki India had
clocked net sales of Rs 83,798
crore in 2021-22. Takeuchi was
speaking at the sidelines of the
company’s launch of premium

multi-purpose vehicle Invicto,
marking the mass market car-
maker’s entry in the over Rs 20
lakh segment.

While he did not elaborate
on the investments required for
doubling the turnover, he said
part of it would also come from
Suzuki’s planned investment of
around Rs 2.8 lakh crore by
FY30-31. The investment by
Suzuki is towards enriching
products, bringing new tech-
nologies and setting up new
facilities, he added.

“Right now, we have almost
like a 2.2 million production
capacity, together with SMG
(Suzuki Motor Gujarat), and this
production capacity should go
beyond 4 million for that almost
2 million additional capacity is
required,” he added.

The additional investment

would be over and above those
required for new technology like
electric vehicles and batteries.

Takeuchi said construction
at the company’s new manufac-
turing facility at Kharkhoda in
Haryana is in full swing and “we
plan to commission the first
plant with an annual manufac-
turing capacity of 2.5 lakh units
by 2025.”

Further, he said, “Once fully
operational, the facility will have
an annual capacity to manufac-
ture 10 lakh vehicles and will be
one of the world’s largest single
location manufacturing sites.”

In addition, he said, “We
have received the Board
approval for expanding our pro-
duction capacity to manufacture
up to 10 lakh additional units
per annum over and above
Kharkhoda.”
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The rupee fell 22 paise to close
at 82.23 (provisional) against

the US dollar on Wednesday,
weighed down by a weak tone in
local equity markets and disap-
pointing domestic macroeco-
nomic data.

The strength of the
American currency in the over-
seas market and firm crude oil
prices also put downside pres-
sure on the rupee.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the domestic unit
opened at 82.05 against the dol-
lar, and finally settled at 82.23
(provisional), down 22 paise
from its previous close.

During the day, the rupee
touched a high of 82.05 and a
low of 82.25 against the green-
back.
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GST authorities have so far
cancelled over 4,900 GST

registrations and detected tax
evasion of over Rs 15,000 crore
during the ongoing two-month
drive to weed out fake GSTINs
which will end on July 15, a
senior tax official said on
Wednesday.

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs

(CBIC) member Shashank Priya
said the large number of fake
registrations unearthed during
the drive underlines the need for
policy changes to tighten Goods
and Services tax (GST) regis-
tration and return filing process.

Over 69,600 GST Identifi-
cation Numbers (GSTINs) have
been selected for physical veri-
fication, of which 59,178 have
been verified by field officers
during the ongoing pan-India
special drive.
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Novak Djokovic was bid-
ding to take another step
towards a record-equal-

ling eighth men's Wimbledon
title on Wednesday as the All
England Club reeled from more
rain delays and a climate protest.

World number two Djoko-
vic will claim a 350th Grand
Slam match win if he defeats
Australia's Jordan Thompson.

Only the retired Roger
Federer, an eight-time Wimble-
don champion, and Serena Will-
iams, have won more matches at
the majors.

The 36-year-old Djokovic is
also chasing a 24th career Grand
Slam title, which would take him
level with Margaret Court's all-
time record. However, he will
not underestimate the 70th-
ranked Thompson, who reached
the final of the 's-Hertogenbosch
grass-court event last month.

"I don't recall the last time
I played an official tennis match
anywhere, particularly in Grand
Slams, where I didn't feel any
nerves," Djokovic said after his
opener at the All England Club.

"It's just a matter of how you
adapt." Djokovic swept past
Pedro Cachin in the first round

on Monday on a damp Centre
Court surface, jokingly attempt-
ing to mop up excess moisture
with a towel at one stage.

The unseasonable cold and
wet have given officials a sched-
uling headache. Tuesday's tor-
rential downpours meant only
one hour's play was possible on
the outside courts and just eight
of the scheduled 77 matches
were completed.

At the start of play on
Wednesday, 35 first round
matches remained to be com-
pleted. In all, 87 ties were on the
menu, but rain again played
spoilsport, with the start delayed
on outside courts by 90 minutes.

Once play got underway,
two climate protesters from the
Just Stop Oil environmental
activist group ran onto Court 18,
one of the showpiece arenas, to
scatter orange confetti and jig-
saw pieces during Grigor
Dimitrov's match against Sho
Shimabukuro.

TWO ARRESTS
The two, both in their 60s,

were swiftly removed by securi-
ty staff.

"Following an incident on
Court 18, two individuals have
been arrested on suspicion of

aggravated trespass and crimi-
nal damage and these individu-
als have now been removed
from the grounds," said a
Wimbledon spokesman.

As the weather improved,
11th seeded Daria Kasatkina
became the first woman to
make the third round, while a

number of opening round
matches had yet to start.

Russia's Kasatkina, a quar-
ter-finalist in 2018, eased by
Britain's Jodie Burrage in straight
sets. Women's world number
one Iga Swiatek, the US and
French Open champion, takes
on Spain's Sara Sorribes Tormo.

The 22-year-old Pole has yet
to get past the last 16 at
Wimbledon. Third-ranked
Daniil Medvedev, who was
banned from the tournament
last year along with all other
Russian and Belarusian players
after the invasion of Ukraine,
takes on Arthur Fery of Britain.

France-born Fery, 20, a for-
mer student of Stanford
University, is ranked at 391 and
is making his Grand Slam debut.

"I really missed it. I always
said, I love playing this tourna-
ment," said former number one
Medvedev.

Petra Kvitova, widely seen as
a contender for a third women's
title, begins her campaign
against Jasmine Paolini.

The veteran Czech defeated
the 44th-ranked Italian at the
same stage in 2022 and arrives
at the All England Club fresh
from winning her sixth career
grass-court title in Berlin.

Kvitova's compatriot,
Karolina Pliskova, the 2021
Wimbledon runner-up, tackles
Serbia's Natalija Stevanovic,
ranked at a lowly 225.

After falling in qualifying 10
times at the Slams, Stevanovic is
finally making her Grand Slam
main draw debut at the age of 28.

Fifth-seeded Stefanos
Tsitsipas resumes his clash with
former US Open champion
Dominic Thiem after dropping
the first set on Tuesday.

Holger Rune, the world
number six, is back on court to
complete his first round clash
with Britain's George Loffhagen.

Marseille this past season. PSG’s form
slumped after the World Cup, with 10
losses in 28 games in 2023.

PSG was unbeaten in all compe-
titions when the European season
paused in November for the World
Cup in Qatar.

Mbappé’s league-leading 29 goals
arguably saved the club from losing the
title, which was retained with only one
game to spare, and just one point ahead
of unheralded Lens. 

PSG's final game was a 3-2 defeat
to modest Clermont and highlighted
the glaring weaknesses in midfield and
defense that Mbappé's goals have
papered over.

In addition to his star-studded
team’s mediocre performances, Galtier
was destabilized by allegations he
made racist and anti-Muslim com-
ments when he was in charge of
French club Nice. He has been sum-
moned to stand trial in December as

part of the investigation.
Galtier signed a two-year contract

last July after leaving Nice, which hired
him after the French coach's outstand-
ing leadership led Lille to the title over
PSG in 2021 in a huge upset. Lille was
the only team to deny PSG the trophy
in six seasons with Mbappé, who
joined for 180 million euros ($194 mil-
lion) after winning the title with
Monaco in 2017.

Since cash-rich Qatari investors
QSI took over in June 2011, Carlo
Ancelotti is the only coach not to be
fired, leaving for Real Madrid in 2013. 

But Ancelotti was hired only after
Antoine Kombouaré was astonish-
ingly axed in December 2011 when
PSG was three points clear of
Montpellier at the top. PSG lost the title
by three points in an embarrassing
defeat, and the casual way in which
Kombouaré was replaced set the tone
for over a decade of musical chairs.
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Paris Saint-Germain fired coach
Christophe Galtier after a disap-

pointing season on Wednesday and
replaced him with former Spain and
Barcelona manager Luis Enrique.

Enrique was introduced at a press
conference hours after Galtier was dis-
missed. Club president Nasser Al-
Khelaifi said his arrival will mark the
start of a “new cycle, with a new style
of play.”

PSG in an earlier statement
thanked Galtier, who had one year left
to run on his contract, "for his profes-
sionalism and commitment." 

Galtier's assistants Thierry
Oleksiak and João Sacramento were
also been fired.

In its so far ill-fated quest for
Champions League glory, PSG appoint-
ed an eighth coach in 12 years of Qatari
ownership, with World Cup top scor-

er Kylian Mbappé set to play for a fifth
coach since joining in 2017.

Enrique has been without a con-
tract since Spain’s elimination from the
World Cup last year.

The 53-year-old coach took over
the national team in 2018 to start
revamping the squad after its elimina-
tion in the round of 16 of the World
Cup in Russia. He temporarily left
because of the illness and eventual
death of his young daughter, but
returned in 2019.

He helped Spain reach the last four
of the Nations League twice, and also
led it to the semifinals of the European
Championship. He was more success-
ful with Barcelona, winning the
Champions League, La Liga, and Copa
del Rey in his first season in charge. 

Galtier led PSG to another French
league title as expected, but the club was
eliminated early in the Champions
League and the French Cup by rival
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Serie A champion Napoli will
kick off its title defense at

newly-promoted Frosinone.
That will mark Rudi

Garcia's first match as Napoli
coach after he replaced Luciano
Spalletti at the end of last season.

The upcoming Serie A sche-
dule was announced Wednes-

day. Runner-up Lazio visits
Lecce on the opening weekend,
while Inter Milan hosts Monza
and AC Milan visits Bologna.
Juventus also plays at Udinese.

The season starts the week-
end of Aug. 19 and the final day
will be on May 26. In a break
with tradition there will be no
pause over the Christmas peri-
od, with matches played on

Dec. 23 and 30.
There will also be only one

midweek round, on Sept. 27, and
four international breaks.

The first matches between
the top teams come in the third
round when Napoli hosts Lazio
and AC Milan visits Roma.
That weekend also sees Inter
host fierce rival Fiorentina.

The first derby match
between the Milan teams takes
place the following weekend,
Sept. 17, with Lazio also encoun-
tering back-to-back difficult
matches as it visits Juventus.

The first Rome derby -
between Roma and Lazio - will
be the weekend of Nov. 12.

The final round sees Napoli
host Lecce, Lazio at home to
Sassuolo, Inter at Hellas Verona,
Milan playing Salernitana and
Juventus against Monza.
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Staring straight into the camera, Mason Mount
bid an emotional farewell to Chelsea fans as the

England international closes in on a move to
Manchester United.

Mount, who was a graduate of Chelsea's famed
academy, spent 18 years at the London club.

Now he is about to join its Premier League
rival United in a deal worth 55 million pounds
(USD 69 million) and is set to sign a five-year con-
tract.

"Given the speculation over the last six
months this may not come as a surprise to you,
but it doesn't make it any easier to tell that I've
made the decision to leave Chelsea," he said in a
video message posted on Instagram on Tuesday
night.

"I know some of you won't be happy with my
decision but it is what's right for me at this moment
in my career."

Mount, sporting bleached blonde hair and a
tan from a recent holiday, said fans deserved more
than "just a written statement," adding "we've been
through a lot together."

"I wanted to tell you how grateful I've been
for all of your support over the last 18 years," he
said.

The midfielder joined Chelsea when he was
6 years old and became a fan favourite after ris-
ing through the ranks to become a key player in
the club's Champions League triumph in 2021.

He made 195 appearances and scored 33

goals. He went from being named the club's acad-
emy player of the year in 2017, to winning the first
team player of the year award in 2021 and 2022.

During his time at Chelsea, the 24-year-old
Mount also established himself as a regular for
England.

Now he is set to begin the next chapter of his
career at United, with manager Erik ten Hag mak-
ing him a key target ahead of the club's return to
the Champions League next season.

Mount's contract at United will have the
option of a further 12 months.

United will also have to pay an extra 5 mil-
lion pounds (USD 6.
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National team's Manipuri
footballer Jeakson Singh

created a flutter on Tuesday
night by wrapping himself in a
Meitei flag while collecting his
individual medal after India
beat Kuwait in the final of the
SAFF Championship.

The flag Jeakson wrapped
himself in, is called Flag of
Kangleipak or Salai Taret Flag -
- a rectangular seven-colour
flag which represents the seven
clan dynasties of the Meitei eth-
nicity in ancient Manipur.

The North-Eastern state is
in turmoil since ethnic clashes
broke out between Meitei and
Kuki communities in May. The
Meitei community has been
demanding its inclusion in the

Scheduled Tribe list like the Kuki
community, whose members
primarily reside in the hills. The
tribal communities have protest-
ed the Meitei demand.

The Indian government had
to deploy military to restore
peace in the region with more
than 100 people losing their lives
along with mass destruction of
public and private property.

Jeakson belongs to Meitei
clan and his gesture led to wide-
spread criticism with netizens
putting up photographs and
stills of Salai Taret flag being
hoisted after destroying Kuki
churches.

The 22-year-old mid-field-
er, who became the first Indian
to score in a FIFA World Cup in
the 2017 edition of the U17 tour-
nament at home, late in the night

backtracked after his symbolic
gesture attracted criticism from
some quarters. Jeakson, took to
twitter late in the night and
defended himself.

"Dear Fans, By celebrating
in the flag, I did not want to hurt

the sentiments of anyone. I
intended to bring notice to the
issues that my home state,
Manipur, is facing currently.
This win tonight is dedicated to
all the Indians," he tweeted.

Earlier in an interaction

with ESPN.In, Jeakson urged
people in his state to maintain
peace. "It's my Manipur flag. I
just wanted to tell everyone in
India and Manipur to stay in
peace and not fight. I want
peace. It's been 2 months now
and still fighting is going on,"
Jeakson said.

"I don't want that kind of
thing to happen more and I just
want to bring the government's
and other people's attention to
get peace you know.

"My family is safe but there
are lot of families who have suf-
fered and lost their home and all.
Yeah it's difficult now...Even for
me it's difficult to go back home
now with the situation...Even I
don't know what's going to hap-
pen. I hope things get well
soon," the talented player added.
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Wimbledon increased its
security in coordination

with London police and other
agencies for this year's tourna-
ment, in part as a result of
protests at other major sports
venues in Britain this year.

The rain had already cre-
ated a major backlog of match-
es after the first two days, and
only eight matches were com-
pleted on Tuesday. Several
matches scheduled for the out-
side courts on Wednesday
were pushed back to Thursday.

Only Centre Court and
No. 1 Court at the All England
Club have roofs.

On Centre Court on
Wednesday, top-seeded wo-

man Iga Swiatek eased into the
third round with a 6-2, 6-0 win
over Sara Sorribes Tormo, hit-
ting 27 winners compared to
just three for her opponent.

Defending men's champi-
on Novak Djokovic was up
next, facing Jordan Thompson
of Australia in the second
round.

On No. 1 Court, third-
seeded Daniil Medvedev beat
British 20-year-old Arthur
Fery 7-5, 6-4, 6-3.

American duo Taylor Fritz
and Frances Tiafoe both
reached the second round, but
in contrasting fashion. The
ninth-seeded Fritz came from
a set down to beat Yannick
Hanfmann of Germany 6-4, 2-
6, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3 on No.
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Roberto Firmino signed for
Al-Ahli to become the latest

star to head to Saudi Arabia's
lucrative Pro League. The Brazil
striker left Liverpool at the end
of last season after a trophy-filled
eight-year spell, which saw him
lift every major club title.

Now, at the age of 31, he will
join a host of other top soccer
stars in Saudi Arabia as the oil-
rich kingdom embarks on a

spectacular attempt to raise the
profile of its league. "I always
played for big teams, now I am
in Al-Ahli," Firmino said in a
video posted on Twitter by the
club to announce his signing on
Tuesday.

Al-Ahli, based in Jeddah,
has already signed former
Chelsea goalkeeper Edouard
Mendy this offseason.

It is one of four teams that
recently came under the owner-
ship of the kingdom's sovereign

wealth Public Investment Fund.
Other Saudi Pro League

teams have secured star signings
such as Karim Benzema, N'Golo
Kante, Kalidou Koulibaly and
Marcelo Brozovic. Cristiano
Ronaldo started the trend when
he joined Al-Nassr in January.

Firmino won the Cham-
pions League, Premier League,
FA Cup and English League Cup
with Liverpool. Other titles
included the Club World Cup
and European Super Cup.
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Wearing the iconic No. 7
shirt adorned by Man-

chester United greats like Cris-
tiano Ronaldo and David
Beckham, Mason Mount
became the club's first signing
of the off-season on
Wednesday. 

And upon completion of
his 55 million pounds ($69
million) transfer from Chelsea,
the 24-year-old midfielder
declared his intention to emu-
late United's stars of the past.

"I am hugely ambitious; I
know how amazing it feels to
win major trophies and what
it takes to do it," Mount said.
"I will be giving everything to
experience that again at
Manchester United." 

The No. 7 has been worn
by some of United's greatest

players including 1960s icon
George Best, Bryan Robson,
who was dubbed Captain
Marvel' in the 80s and 90s; and
Eric Cantona, who inspired
the start of the club's near 20-
year dominance of English
soccer in 90s and 2000s.
Beckham and Ronaldo are
global icons that have tran-
scended the sport, as well as
winning soccer's biggest
prizes. In other words, it is a
big shirt to fill. Not that United
thinks that will be a problem
for a player who won the
Champions League with
Chelsea in 2021 and has estab-
lished himself as an England
regular.

"Mason is an extremely
intelligent footballer and has so
many fantastic technical qual-
ities that will significantly add
to our squad," United football
director John Murtough said. 
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Two-format skipper Rohit
Sharma and the peerless Virat
Kohli are unlikely to feature

anytime soon in the Indian T20 team
as they were once again left out of the
15-member squad led by Hardik
Pandya that will take on the West
Indies in a five-match series, starting
August 3.

The side led by Hardik has a
youthful look to it with the only play-
er above 30 being world No.1 batter
and team's vice-captain Suryakumar
Yadav.

The only new face in the team is
Hyderabad and Mumbai Indians
left-hander Tilak Varma, who had
made a strong case for himself dur-
ing the past two IPL seasons batting
in the middle-order and donning the
role of a finisher with a strike-rate of
142-plus in 47 IPL and Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy games.

Yashasvi Jaiswal, who is set to
make his Test debut next week, is also
a part of the T20 squad after a stu-
pendous IPL.

While the emphasis for the next
three months is on the 50-over
World Cup and people privy to
development would term it as being
rested, it is certainly not a pattern in
isolation that two pillars of Indian bat-
ting have not been a part of the last
three T20 series (Sri Lanka, New
Zealand), including this one.

As the saying is in Indian crick-
et circles, the two contemporary
doyens "would never be officially
dropped" but "phased out" unless
some remarkable turnround happens,

which would be nothing short of a
miracle. The meeting on Wednesday
was also Ajit Agarkar's first as chair-
man of the national selection com-
mittee and there weren't any names
that would have surprised anyone.

Rinku Singh, whose finishing

skills at Nos 5 or 6 for KKR in IPL
have impressed one and all, didn't fig-
ure in the 15-member squad but it is
understood that with only a week's
gap between the West Indies series
and Ireland T20Is, there is a high pos-
sibility that both Rinku and Vidar-

bha's Jitesh Sharma will make that
team along with Ruturaj Gaikwad.

Jitesh the glovesman lost out as
both Ishan Kishan and Sanju Samson
are ahead in the pecking order and
will always have an advantage unless
they fail to perform.

The two players who have made
international comebacks are pacer
Avesh Khan and leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi.

Bishnoi, who last played for
India in the Asia Cup in September,
will be playing first-class cricket for
Gujarat this season.

The team has three wrist spinners
with Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra
Chahal also being part of the 15-
member squad. Axar Patel, who
going by current form is a better T20
bet compared to Ravindra Jadeja, has
been picked in the squad. In Jadeja's
case though, unlike Rohit and Kohli,
he has been rested.

In the pace department, Avesh
has been cranking it up with the red
ball for Central Zone in the Duleep
Trophy and in the absence of Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed Shami and
Mohammed Siraj, the pace depart-

ment will be handled by Avesh and
Umran Malik along with left-arm
seamers from Arshdeep Singh.

Bengal's Mukesh Kumar is the
back-up pacer.

INDIA'S T20I SQUAD:
Ishan Kishan (wk), Shubman Gill,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Tilak Varma, Surya
Kumar Yadav (vc), Sanju Samson
(wk), Hardik Pandya (c), Axar Patel,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav,
Ravi Bishnoi, Arshdeep Singh,
Umran Malik, Avesh Khan, Mukesh
Kumar.

Oman throughout their
innings with three of their
batters, including Shoaib Khan,
who made a fighting 53 off 65
balls. But before he was run-out
by Akeal Hosein, Shoaib and
wicketkeeper Suraj Kumar (50
off 54 balls) took charge of
Oman's recovery.

From 116/6, Shoaib and
Suraj took Oman past 200
with an 85-run partnership
which saved the blushes for the
team. After Shoaib's fall,
Kumar continued to pile on the
runs with the tail and complet-
ed his half-century off the

final ball of the innings.
Apart from Shepherd,

Mayers was economical in his
seven overs, taking 2/31 while
spinners Hosein (0/48), Roston
Chase (0/36), Kevin Sinclair
(1/42) kept things tight from
their end.

West Indies' didn't have a
great start to the chase as
Kaleemullah castled Johnson
Charles with a superb delivery,
where he beat him for pace in
the second over. Keacy Carty
looked sedate in his 49-ball 29,
before being run out by
Sandeep Goud.  
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Romario Shepherd took a
three-fer while Brandon

King slammed a century to
give West Indies their first
win of the Super Six stage in an
inconsequential Men's ODI
World Cup Qualifiers match
with a seven-wicket win over
Oman at the Harare Sports
Club, here on Wednesday.

Half-centuries from
Shoaib Khan and Suraj Kumar
helped Oman reach 221/9 as
Shepherd took 3/44 in his ten
overs. But King played a com-

posed knock of 100 off 104
balls, laced with 15 fours, and
with support from captain
Shai Hope's 63, took West
Indies over the line with 62
balls remaining.

Electing to bowl first, West
Indies got early rewards as
Shepherd and Kyle Mayers
dismissed Jatinder Singh and
stand-in skipper Aqib Ilyas
inside the first ten overs. Ayaan
Khan and Kashyap Prajapati
rebuilt for Oman, but that
came to a halt as the latter was
run out by Roston Chase.

The run-outs kept hurting
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Former ICC Elite Panel umpire Simon
Taufel has slammed hypocrisy of many

people criticising third umpire Marais
Erasmus' decision to give Jonny Bairstow out
after wandering out of crease in second
Ashes Test at Lord's, stating that people cite
Spirit of Cricket to support their view when
they don’t like a dismissal under Laws of
Cricket.

On day five's play in the second Ashes
Test at Lord's, Bairstow was on 10 in the
52nd over when he ducked under a bounc-
er from Cameron Green and inadvertent-
ly walked out of his crease.

Australia wicketkeeper Alex Carey
immediately directed an underarm throw
after catching the delivery, and jumped in
joy after firing an accurate underarm throw
towards the stumps. On-field umpires
Ahsan Raza and Chris Gaffaney sent the
decision upstairs, where TV umpire Marais
Erasmus confirmed Bairstow's dismissal.

The dismissal drew a furious reaction

from the fans, who started to chant "same
old Aussies, always cheating", and booed the
visitors for the rest of the day, with some
players also facing verbal abuse from MCC
members in the long room.

"Was Jonny Bairstow's dismissal at
Lords a breach of the Spirit of Cricket? This
is a question I have been inundated with, so
I thought it best to share my thoughts pub-
licly by asking everyone a question or eight
to consider… Have you seen any umpire tell
a fielding side that the keeper standing back
is not allowed to attempt a stumping?

Was there a complaint from anyone

when Bairstow tried to stump Marnus exact-
ly the same way in the first innings? What
has Jonny Bairstow said about his dismissal?
He has been very quiet. Why? My experi-
ence is when people don’t like a dismissal
under the Laws of Cricket, they cite the Spirit
of Cricket to support their view," wrote
Taufel in a post on LinkedIn.

Carey's stumping of Bairstow has made
huge headlines in the cricketing world even
England and Australia now gear up for the
third Ashes Test at Leeds from Thursday,
with the respective nations Prime Ministers
Rishi Sunak and Anthony Albanese defend-
ing their teams.

Taufel, who sits on the MCC Laws sub-
committee, further wrote,"Which part of the
codified Preamble (the Spirit of Cricket) was
breached by the fielding side? What did the
fielding side do in effecting a legitimate dis-
missal that unfairly impacted the ability of
the batter in their attempt not to be dis-
missed? (Did they run into him or distract
him or prevent him making good his
ground?)"
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England on Wednesday
included Chris Woakes,

Mark Wood, and Moeen Ali in
their playing eleven for the third
Ashes 2023 Test, which will be
played at Headingley from
Thursday. The trio replace James
Anderson, Josh Tongue and an
injured Ollie Pope as England
look to come up from being 2-
0 behind in the five-game Ashes
series.

As per England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) media
release, the fast-bowling duo of
Anderson (three wickets in two

matches) and Tongue (five wick-
ets in Lord’s Test) are rested
while Pope is out of the rest of
the series after dislocating his
right shoulder in the second Test
at Lord's, where England lost by
43 runs.

In Pope's absence, Harry
Brook has been promoted to
number three while Jonny
Bairstow will bat at number five.
The presence of Woakes and Ali
means the England lower-order
batting gets a big boost.

The Headingley Test will be
Woakes' first appearance in the
longest format of the game
under Brendon McCullum's

coaching. Woakes' last Test out-
ing came against West Indies in
March 2022, while his last home
Test match came in September
2021.

On the other hand, Wood
played two Tests on a victorious
3-0 tour of Pakistan in
December 2022, but hasn't
played a first-class match since
then. Wood was in considera-
tion for playing at Lord's, but
concerns over his bowling work-
load meant he didn't feature in
the match.

Wood's last competitive
cricket outing came in April,
where he turned out for
Lucknow Super Giants in IPL
2023. Ali, meanwhile, is back in
action after blisters on his right
index finger saw him miss out
on playing the second Test at
Lord’s. The off-spin all-rounder
needs two more scalps to reach
200 wickets in Tests.

England playing XI: Zak
Crawley, Ben Duckett, Harry
Brook, Joe Root, Jonny Bairstow
(wicketkeeper), Ben Stokes (cap-
tain) Moeen Ali, Chris Woakes,
Mark Wood, Ollie Robinson and
Stuart Broad
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Doordarshan (DD) will tele-
cast the upcoming India’s

tour of the West Indies. The
month-long bilateral series com-
prising 2 Tests, 3 ODIs, and 5
T20Is, is scheduled to take place
from July 12 to August 13.

DD will give viewers the
choice to watch the games in their
own language - with T20Is and
ODI series being telecast in
Hindi, English, Tamil, Telugu,
Bangla and Kannada on DD
Sports along with the network’s
regional channels DD Podhigai,
DD Saptagiri, DD Yadagiri, DD
Bangla and DD Chandana. Test
matches will be telecast on DD
Sports. The primary telecast on
DD Sports will be a combination
of Hindi and English.

This will be the first time
team India will be in action after
the loss at the WTC final, and the
team will look to start off the new
WTC cycle on a winning note.

Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli,
Hardik Pandya will be amongst
the names to watch out for while
young guns like Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Ruturaj Gaikwad too will be
looking to make the most of the
opportunity.

As the primary media rights
holder, FanCode will stream the
entire series on its digital plat-
form. 
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The 2023 Ashes has been a
cracking series so far.

While the scorecard shows 2-
0 to Australia, England have
played some bold cricket too.
The series has also been sur-
rounded by controversies with
players from both teams hav-
ing a go at each other. In the
first Test, Ollie Robinson made
a controversial remark on
Aussie veteran Ricky Ponting,
justifying sledging and the
trend continued in the second
Test as well with Stuart Broad
and Alex Carrey getting
involved in a heated exchange.

The second Test also saw
two controversial decisions
being made which further
spiced up the rivalry. In the
first incident, Ben Duckett
was caught by Mitchell Starc at

fine leg but the third umpire
ruled it not out as he felt that
the ball touched the ground
when Starc took the catch.

The second controversy
was a bigger one which saw
Jonny Bairstow being given out
after Alex Carey shattered the
stumps when Bairstow wan-
dered out of the crease, assum-
ing that the over has ended.

Bairstow's wicket created a
huge uproar from the England
fans and media who called
Aussies 'cheaters'. A few Aussie
players were also sledged by
the MCC members when they
were heading towards their

dressing room.
Australian Cricket Team

Request For More Security
Ahead Of 3rd Ashes Test At
Headingley. Meanwhile, as per
reports, the Australian crick-
et team has requested more
security for the third Ashes
Test after it was reported that
the mother of Steve Smith
had to leave the stadium fol-
lowing continuous taunts from
English fans. While the fans
were not aware of the lady's
relationship with Smith, they
recognised her nationality.

"The Australian cricket
side has requested extra secu-
rity be provided for families
after abusive fans left one staff
member's 11-year-old son in
tears and forced one player's
mother to leave the Lord's
Ashes Test on the fifth day," a
report in The Australian read.
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Former Australia captain Ricky Ponting
has compared Ben Stokes' match-win-

ning ability with that of India great MS
Dhoni, who is regarded as the best finish-
er in the modern game, and believes the
England skipper excels at handling pressure
more than most of his current contempo-
raries.

During the second Ashes Test against
Australia at Lord's, Stokes almost single-
handedly dragged his side over the line with
a brilliant century that included a record-
breaking nine sixes.

It wasn't the first time that Stokes has
terrorised Australia, the brilliant all-
rounder produced similar heroics during
the 2019 Ashes series in England when he
smashed an unbeaten 135 to help pull off
a remarkable one-wicket victory over
Australia.

"I think any international player is
under pressure anytime they walk out to
play, but Ben batting in the middle order
or later order like he does, probably finds
himself in more match-winning opportu-
nity situations than some others might,"

Ponting said.
"The first one that comes to mind is

maybe someone like a Dhoni, who's there
at the end in a lot of T20 games, and fin-
ishing games, whereas Ben's doing it at the
end of Test matches, and there's not,
probably not many, many players through
the history of the game that have found
themselves in that sort of role and are there
at the end winning games, and especially
as a captain," Ponting said on the latest
episode of The ICC Review.

Ponting also revealed he had Stokes'
match-winning innings at Headingley
from four years ago at the back of his mind
during a pulsating final day at Lord's and
was relieved when Australia finally got the

breakthrough and dismissed him for 155.
"I thought and everyone probably

thought he could do it again because we've
seen it happen before, but this was prob-
ably, slightly more runs that they were chas-
ing (in 2019),”

"In the back of everyone's minds, I
think once it started playing out the way
that it was and how many similarities there
were to Headingley in 2019…Steve Smith
dropped him…and he was dropped on 116
by Marcus Harris at Headingley, So, those
sort of ghosts of the past kept coming back
out."

While Stokes only averages just north
of 36 with the bat at Test level and more
than 32 with the ball, Ponting acknowl-
edges the star all-rounder has the remark-
able ability to influence games at a level that
don't do those modest numbers justice.

"We have all over the years really only
sort of judged cricketers on their numbers
and their stats of what their average is and
how many wickets they take. If you looked
at Ben Stokes in that light only, it doesn't
do him full credit to the player that he is
as he averages 35 (36) with the bat and 32
with the ball," Ponting noted.
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Legendary pacer Glenn
McGrath has slammed

England for playing casual crick-
et against Australia in the ongo-
ing Ashes, sarcastically terming
it as "CazBall" instead of
"Bazball", the aggressive version
of game associated with the
Brendon McCullum coached
side in recent times.

England are down 0-2 after
losing the first two Tests at the
Edgbaston and the Lord's.

The 53-year-old said he was
initially in "two minds" over the
dismissal of Jonny Bairstow,
which has divided the cricketing
world with many, including
skipper Ben Stokes and coach
Brendon McCullum, calling it
contrary to the 'spirit of the
game'.

"I want to start by saying
Jonny Bairstow's controversial
dismissal was not my favourite.
I have been thinking about it a
lot, reading all of the reaction,
and it has had me in two minds,"
McGrath wrote in a column for
BBC.

"Originally, I would have
liked to have seen Australia
captain Pat Cummins withdraw
his appeal... But the more I think
about it the more I think it was
the right decision from
Cummins. I think it is a sign of

something deeper in England's
mentality.

"...Now, I am a fan of
Bazball. The concept of backing
yourself, playing without fear
and putting pressure back on the
opposition — that I agree with
wholeheartedly.

"But Bairstow's dismissal
epitomises what we have seen
from England in this series. It
has been Casual Ball - CazBall
if you will, not Bazball."

McGrath said England were
"too casual" from day one of the
Lord's Test.

"After a rain delay, Aus-
tralia's batters were champing at
the bit to get out there. The
umpires were on the field, but
despite conditions massively in
their favour, half the England
players, captain included, still
had their feet up on the balcony.

"In the first Test, England
declared on day one — again,
casual." Bairstow was dismissed
on final day of play when after
ducking a slow bouncer from
Cameron Green, he had imme-
diately left his crease to have a
chat with Ben Stokes in the mid-
dle, believing that the ball was
'dead'.

However, wicketkeeper Alex
Carey played within the rules
and broke the stumps and third
umpire Marais Erasmus gave a
decision in favour of Australia.
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