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After a high-level meeting
chaired by Congress pres-

ident Mallikarjun Kharge on
Thursday, the Congress
expressed confidence in resolv-
ing the protracted political
battle between its top leaders in
Rajasthan, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, and his former
deputy Sachin Pilot.

Besides Kharge, in atten-
dance at the meeting held at the
party headquarters were former
party chief Rahul Gandhi,
AICC in-charge of Rajasthan
Sukhjinder Randhawa,
Rajasthan Pradesh Congress
Committee President Govind
Singh Dotasra, Sachin Pilot,
and other senior leaders from
Rajasthan. Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, who is current-
ly recovering from toe frac-
tures, participated in the meet-
ing via video conferencing.

AICC general secretary K
C Venugopal briefed the media,

stating that all leaders in
Rajasthan agreed that the
Congress could secure victory
in the upcoming Assembly
polls if complete unity is main-
tained. However, the party
refrained from naming a Chief
Ministerial candidate amid the
ongoing tussle between Gehlot
and Pilot.

“We never announce the
Chief Ministerial candidate,
but we will fight the election
together and unitedly,”
Venugopal responded when
asked about the party’s leader-
ship for the upcoming polls. He
also highlighted the positive
impact of Rahul’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra in the State, citing suc-
cessful outcomes in Karnataka
as evidence.

Recalling the Congress’ tri-
umph in Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, and Madhya
Pradesh during the 2018 polls,
Venugopal expressed confi-
dence that the positive atmos-
phere created by the party

Continued on Page 2
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Taking exception to posters
inciting violence against

Indian diplomats in Canada
and a few other countries,
India on Thursday said such
activities are not at all accept-
able. Moreover, space must
not be given to extremist and
terrorist elements in the name
of freedom of expression, New
Delhi asserted.

This strong message came
on a day when Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau tried to
dispel the notion that his coun-
try was soft on the alleged
Khalistan supporters due to
vote bank and said Canada has
taken threats of violence

“extremely seriously”.
The Canadian Prime

Minister’s assurance came a day
after India issued demarche to
the former’s envoy to New
Delhi expressing concern over
threat to Indian diplomats and
a planned rally to the Indian
embassy there on July 8.

Making India’s stand clear,
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi also said space must not
be given to extremist and ter-

rorist elements in the name of
freedom of expression.

At a media briefing in New
Delhi, he also asserted that the
safety of Indian diplomats and
the country’s missions is of
utmost importance for the
Government. 

Facing India’s questions on
pro-Khalistan gatherings,
Trudeau said his country has
always taken threats of violence
“extremely seriously”.

During a media interac-
tion, the Canadian Prime
Minister was asked about a
parade float depicting former
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s
assassination at a rally in
Brampton and “Kill India”
posters put up by Khalistan
supporters.

Continued on Page 2
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Violence continues to ravage
Manipur as unidentified

gunmen shot dead a woman
outside a school in the Imphal
West district.

The killing took place at
Kwakeithel Mayai Koibi under
Lamphel police station a day
after Classes 1 to 8 began in the
State after two months because
of the violence. 

Officials said she had gone
near the school on some work
but was not connected with any
educational institute.

Intermittent gunfire was
heard in a village in Manipur’s
Kangpokpi district early
Thursday, hours after security

forces thwarted clashes when
men armed with automatic
weapons began to attack vil-
lagers, sources said.

The incident took place
around 3.40 pm on Wednesday
near Phaileng village, they said.

Armed groups from near-
by areas gathered in the area,
escalating tensions, the sources
said.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi:
Amidst reports
of alleged
Khalistan sup-
porters issuing
threats to Indian

diplomats in the United
Kingdom, British Foreign
Secretary James Cleverly has
said any direct attacks on the
Indian High Commission in
London was  “totally unac-
ceptable.” 

Cleverly expressed the
United Kingdom's commit-
ment to prioritize the security
of the High Commission's per-
sonnel. P4
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Opposition members staged
a walkout during the

Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Home Affairs
meeting on Thursday after
their request to discuss the sit-
uation in Manipur was reject-
ed by the committee chairman.

The meeting primarily
focused on prison reforms in
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and
Andhra Pradesh. 

However, TMC’s Derek
O’Brien, Congress’ Digvijaya
Singh, and Pradip Bhattacharya

jointly submitted a letter to
panel chairman Brijlal, empha-
sising that as committee mem-
bers, they cannot ignore the
critical situation in Manipur.

They emphasised their
moral and constitutional
responsibility to urgently and
sincerely address the matter. 

They highlighted Brijlal’s
experience as a senior police
officer, stating that he under-
stands the gravity of the situa-
tion in Manipur, and stressed
the need for healing and an end
to the violence in the State.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday handed down

life sentences without remis-
sion to four convicts involved
in the 1996 Lajpat Nagar bomb
blast case, which resulted in the
death of 13 people and left 38
injured. The court deemed
their actions as part of an
“international conspiracy” to
“destabilise” India. While
acknowledging the severity of
the offense, the court decided
against awarding the death
penalty due to the substantial
delay in the case.

The bench, comprising
Justices BR Gavai, Vikram
Nath, and Sanjay Karol, empha-
sised the mitigating circum-
stances of the 27-year delay in
the case, including a 14-year
delay in the trial court. 

The court said, “The inci-
dent took place on May 21,
1996, approximately 27 years
ago, and the trial court award-
ed the sentence of death on
April 22, 2010, more than 13
years ago. These are all miti-
gating circumstances for not
awarding the sentence of death,
even though the offense falls
within the category of rarest of
rare cases.”

“In view of the severity of
the offence resulting in deaths

of innocent persons and the
role played by each accused
person, all these accused per-
sons are sentenced to impris-
onment for life, without remis-
sion, extending to natural life.
Accused, if on bail, are direct-
ed to immediately surrender
before the Court concerned
and their bail bonds stand
cancelled.”

The convicts — Mohd
Naushad, Mirza Nissar Hussain
alias Naza, Mohd Ali Bhatt alias
Killey, and Javed Ahmed Khan
— were sentenced to impris-
onment for life without remis-
sion, extending to natural life.

The court expressed strong
criticism of the delay in the
trial, stating that it compro-
mised “national interest.” It
emphasised the need for expe-

ditious trials, particularly in
cases concerning national secu-
rity and the well-being of the
common man.

The court expressed dis-
appointment that the promi-
nent market attack had not
received the required degree of
promptitude and attention,
suggesting the involvement of
“influential persons” as only a
few accused were put on trial. 

“The record reveals it is
only on the prodding on the
part of the judiciary that the
trial could be completed after
more than a decade. The delay,
be it for whatever reason,
attributable to the judge in-
charge or the prosecution, has
certainly compromised nation-
al interest,” it said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Indian Space Research
Organisation announced

on Thursday that the
Chandrayaan-3 mission is
scheduled to be launched at
2.35 pm on July 14, with the
lander expected to soft-land on
the surface of the Moon on
August 23 or 24. 

Chandrayaan-3 is a follow-
on mission to Chandrayaan-2
to demonstrate end-to-end
capability in safe landing and
roving on the lunar surface. 

The Chandrayaan-3 space-
craft, which will be launched by
LVM3 (Launch Vehicle Mark-
III) (earlier referred as GSLV
Mk III), is a composite of
three modules — propulsion,
lander, and rover (which is
housed inside the lander).
“LVM3-M4/Chandrayaan-3
Mission. 
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Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Vinayak
Raut asserted on Thursday

that some MLAs belonging to
the rival faction led by
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde have been com-
municating with his party fol-
lowing the inclusion of NCP
leader Ajit Pawar in the State
Government. 

Raut informed reporters
that the MLAs from the Shinde
faction have initiated a form of
“revolt” subsequent to the
appointment of dissident NCP
MLAs as ministers. 

However, Sena Minister
Uday Samant countered Raut’s
claim by stating that six out of
the 13 MLAs from the Uddhav
Thackeray-led faction were in
contact with him.

Some MLAs from the

Shinde-led Sena have been
sending messages that they
want to “seek forgiveness from
‘Matoshree’ (Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray’s resi-
dence),” Vinayak Raut said.

Many MLAs have also said
that if “Matoshree” approach-
es them, they will reply posi-
tively, he said. “Those who
wanted to become ministers
but could not, or those who can
lose the ministerial berth in the
next cabinet expansion are in
touch with us,” Raut claimed,
without disclosing any names. 

“The day Ajit Pawar joined

the government, MLAs from
the Shinde group began revolt-
ing. Many (Shinde bloc) MLAs
from western Maharashtra,
north Maharashtra and
Marathwada are sending mes-
sages that they want to seek for-
giveness from ‘Matoshree’ and
go (back) there,” he said. 

Shiv Sena deputy leader
and State Industries Minister
Uday Samant dismissed these
claims and said that six of the
13 MLAs from the Uddhav
Thackeray faction were, in fact,
in touch with him.  “Three-four
MLAs spoke to me yesterday,”
he told reporters. 

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
and Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Raut said elsewhere that the
government had majority and
still a big group from the
Nationalist Congress Party
joined it.
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In the midst of the NCP’s
internal turmoil, veteran

Sharad Pawar on Thursday
asserted he was the president of
the Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) and will continue to
work effectively, regardless of
whether he was 82 or 92 years
old. Pawar presided over a
meeting of the NCP Working
Committee, which endorsed
his decision to  expel Praful
Patel, Ajit Pawar, Sunil Tatkare,
and eight other MLAs who
joined the NDA ranks.

Senior NCP leader PC
Chacko announced that the
eight-point resolution passed
by the Working Committee
had been endorsed by 27 State
units of the party.

In a display of solidarity,
senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi visited Pawar at his res-
idence and expressed unwa-
vering support to the NCP
during this challenging period.

“This meeting marks the
first encounter between a
national leader and Pawar since
the NCP rebellion on Sunday.
Prominent Opposition leaders
such as Sonia Gandhi, MK
Stalin, Mamata Banerjee, and
others have reached out to
Pawar, expressing their soli-
darity,” said a statement issued
on behalf of Rahul Gandhi.

Addressing questions
about age-based criticism from
Ajit Pawar, Sharad Pawar
responded, “There is no ques-
tion of stopping. Regardless of
whether I am 82 or 92, I will
work more effectively.” 

He emphatically affirmed
his position as the president of
the NCP and said the truth
regarding Ajit’s claim of having
the majority would come to
light in due course.

During the media briefing,
Chacko highlighted that the
meeting resulted in the passage

of eight resolutions. Chacko
reiterated the party’s unwa-
vering support for Pawar, stat-
ing, “The organisation stands
united behind Sharad Pawar.
The NCP Working Committee
has approved the decision to
expel Praful Patel, Sunil
Tatkare, and nine others who
aligned themselves with the
NDA. We do not take the
claims of anyone else being the
national president seriously.
Our organisation remains
intact, and our loyalty lies with
Sharad Pawar.”

Pawar expressed concern
over the Central Government’s
alleged use of investigative
agencies such as the ED and
CBI to weaken the Opposition.
However, he remained opti-
mistic, stating, “Approximately
11 months remain for this
government’s tenure. We will
face elections, and the situation
will change. Our top priority
will then be to implement the
necessary changes.”

When questioned about
the Election Commission’s role
in the ongoing dispute over the
NCP’s leadership and party
symbol, Pawar conveyed his
confidence in the institution. 

“We have complete faith in
the Election Commission. We
will approach them with our
concerns, as we are clear about
the legal position. If any
adverse circumstances arise,
we will seek recourse through
the appropriate authorities.
However, I do not anticipate
the situation escalating to that
extent,” Pawar said.

After the meeting,  Pawar
expressed his appreciation for
the unwavering resolve and
high morale displayed by his

colleagues, as they work
towards rebuilding the party
with renewed determination.

Dismissing notions that
the NCP’s strength has dimin-
ished following the rebellion,
Sharad firmly stated,
“Diminished? What do you
mean by that? Party members
leaving is not uncommon in
other political parties. We will
rebuild our party.”

Responding to questions
raised by the Ajit faction
regarding the legality of the
Working Committee meeting,
Sharad said, “This meeting has
been conducted in accordance
with the Constitution. Any
claims made to the contrary
hold no truth or significance.”
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The Ajit Pawar-led faction of
the Nationalist Congress

Party (NCP) on Thursday
claimed that the NCP working
committee meeting called by
Sharad Pawar in Delhi on
Thursday has no legal validity. 

“It is learnt from various
media reports that Sharad
Pawar has called a meeting of
the national executive/nation-
al working committee/nation-
al office bearers/State party
presidents of the NCP today in
New Delhi,” a statement on
behalf of Ajit Pawar said. 

“Ajit Pawar has been elect-
ed as the national president of
NCP on June 30 with the over-
whelming support of the
majority of elected representa-
tives of NCP as well as the
members working on different
organisational post,” it said.

The statement said Ajit
Pawar has filed a petition
before the Election
Commission stating he repre-
sents the real NCP and there-

fore, the name of the party
along with the symbol be grant-
ed to him. 

“The dispute on the ques-
tion of who represents the real
NCP is within the exclusive
jurisdiction of the ECI and
therefore no person within the
party has any authority to call
for any meeting of the nation-
al executive/national working
committee/ national office
bearers / State party presidents
till such time the dispute is
finally decided by the ECI,” it
said.

“Therefore, the meeting of
the national executive/nation-
al working committee/nation-
al office bearers/State party
presidents of the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) today
has no legal sanctity whatso-
ever,” it said. 
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The Madras High Court on
Thursday declared as “null

and void”, the 2019 election of
expelled AIADMK member O
P Ravindhranath from Tamil
Nadu’s Theni parliamentary
constituency while allowing
an election petition filed
against him. Ravindhranath is
the son of deposed AIADMK
leader and former Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister O
Panneerselvam. 

Justice SS Sundar gave the
ruling on a petition filed by a
one P Milany from Theni con-
stituency. According to advo-
cate V Arun, counsel for
Milany, the petitioner con-
tended that Ravindhranath
while filing his nomination
for the election had suppressed
various materials.
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Rubbishing the speculation
in the media about his

resignation from his post,
Maharashtra chief minister
Eknath Shinde said here on
Thursday that his government
was getting stronger by the day,
it had more than 200 MLAs
with it after the entry of the
Ajit Pawar-led NCP faction
and that it enjoyed the support
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Amid political speculation
that his position had weakened
after the NCP breakaway
leader Ajit Pawar’s statement
that his party intended to con-
test 90 seats in the State
Assembly polls, Shinde said:
“Right from the day I was
sworn into the office, people
have been saying that our gov-
ernment will collapse soon
and will longer be the chief
minister. The fact remains that
our government is getting
stronger by the day. The num-

ber of MLAs belonging to the
three parties in our govern-
ment has crossed 200 MLAs’
mark”.

“We enjoy the full support
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and  Union Home
Minister Amit Shah. Amitbhai
takes constant interest in our
government. Whenever we
approach a him with problem
or demand, he immediately
addresses it. The double-
engine government is working
effectively. That’s why the
Opposition cannot stomach
our success”.

Shinde’s assertion comes in
the backdrop of news reports
that several of the MLAs from
the Shiv Sena led by him were
not happy with the Ajit Pawar-
led NCP joining the govern-
ment.  So much so that a few
of the Shinde Sena MLAs have
gone on record expressing
their displeasure over Ajit
Pawar and eight senior NCP
MLAs being sworn in as min-
isters in the state government.

In his effort to keep his
flock together, Shinde held a

meeting of his party’s MLAs
and MPs at his official resi-
dence “Varsha”  on Wednesday
evening, at which he sought
smoothen the ruffled feathers
of the party MLAs many of
whom  are aspiring for minis-
terial berths in his government.
He also indirectly advised
against going back to the par-
ent Shiv Sena led by Uddhav
Thackeray.

Shinde and others present
at the meeting took stock of the
the situation arising of the
inclusion of the Ajit Pawar- led

NCP in his government and
the measures  to be taken to
strengthen the party grass-
root level ahead of the 2024
Lok Sabha and State Assembly
polls.  

The chief minister is under
tremendous pressure from his
party MLAs for induction of
some of them in the Shinde-
Fadnavis government.

The clamour by the Shinde
Sena MLAs for induction in
the State Cabinet should be
seen in the light of the fact that
after the swearing-in of Ajit

Pawar  and eight other NCP
MLAs, the strength of the
Shinde-Fadnavis cabinet has
gone up to 29 in the 42-mem-
ber Cabinet. Currently, as
many as 14 ministerial berths
are vacant.

Given that there is a
demand from the ruling BJP
MLAs for inclusion in his
Cabinet, Shinde will have to
tread cautiously. While he has
keep his MLAs in good
humour by giving ministerial
and other posts,  Shinde will
have to accommodate the BJP
in a big way.

Meanwhile, State
Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narvekar is preparing himself
to deliver his ruling on Sena
(UBT)’s plea for disqualifica-
tion of 16 Sena MLAs who had
rebelled against the leader-
ship of Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray in  June last year. If
the Speaker’s ruling goes
against his faction, Shinde will
have to step down from the
chief minister’s post –a
prospect that has been haunt-
ing him for some time now.
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Amid talks about the possi-
bility of his party forging

an alliance with the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena,
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS) says that his party has
not submitted any proposal to
the Sena (UBT) for a tie-up for
the forthcoming municipal
corporation, Lok Sabha and
State Assembly elections.

Alluding to reports in a
section of the media that the
MNS had submitted proposals
seeking a tie-up to  Shiv Sena
(UBT) president Uddhav
Thackeray on two occasions in
the recent past, MNS president
Raj Thackeray dismissed the
speculation and said: “ We
have not given any proposal to
the Uddhav Thackeay-led Shiv
Sena”.

The ongoing speculation in
the state political circles should
be seen in the light of the fact
that at a party meeting held last
week, some of his party men
urged Raj to initiate talks with
his elder cousin brother
Uddhav for al electoral alliance
with the Sena (UBT). However,
sources said that Raj did not
express any opinion on the
issue.

Later on a banner was seen
in front of the Shiv Sena
Bhavan at Dadar in north-

central Mumbai urging
Uddhav and Raj to come toger-
her, as such a unity would ben-
efit both the Shiv Sena (UBT)
and the MNS. Later on similar
hoardings were put up in the
Municipal Corporation poll-
bound cities like Thane, Pune,
Nagpur and Nashik.

One more incident that
has added fuel to the ongoing
speculation about the possible
tie-up between the Shiv Sena
and MNS is that Abhijeet
Panse, a confidant of the MNS
chief, had gone to meet Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP and
spokesperson Sanjay Raut  at
the office of  Sena mouth-piece
“Saamana” where the latter is
an executive editor. Later, while
heading towards Uddhav
Thackeray’s Bandra residence
“Matoshtri”, Raut  travelled
with Panse and dropped the
latter enroute.
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Political bloodbath contin-
ued abated in Bengal with

three persons falling prey to
the ongoing electoral violence
in last 24 hours taking the toll
of poll-related deaths to 17 in
the past four weeks and lead-
ing Governor CV Ananda
Bose to reprimand newly
appointed State Election
Commissioner — allegedly a
Mamata Banerjee confidant —
Rajiva Sinha calling him an
utter failure.

The panchayat elections
will be held on July 8 with the
counting likely to take place on
July 11.

One Sk Kamal was killed
allegedly while making bombs
at Maheshpur village of
Beldanga block in volatile
Murshidabad district, sources
said his body was found amid
scattered bombs one of which
reportedly went off killing
him on the spot. While the
ruling Trinamool Congress
said he was a Congress goon
Pradesh Congress president
and local MP Adhir
Chowdhury said “everyone
knows which party deals in
bombs.”

The second incident
occurred at Muhammad Bazar
in Birbhum district where the
body of a BJP booth vice pres-
ident Dilip Mahera was found
in mysterious circumstances.
A spent bullet was found near-
by him, villagers claimed
adding he could have been
murdered by the TMC men.

The victim’s wife is con-
testing as an Independent can-
didate from the area and the

TMC had asked her to with-
draw from electoral fray.

In the third incident a
local Congress leader Alfaz
from Kulpi in South 24
Parganas succumbed to his
injuries on Thursday morning.
He was injured during a
Congress-TMC clash on
Monday and was undergoing
treatment at a hospital.

Meanwhile, amid total
confusion regarding deploy-
ment of central forces as
directed by both Calcutta High
Court and the Supreme Court
the Bengal Governor slammed
the State Election
Commissioner for failing to
stop the “political holi with
blood.”

Reminding Sinha of his
Raj Dharma, Bose said that he
had “appointed him but he dis-
appointed the people,” of
Bengal adding “you (Sinha)
have failed in my opinion to
discharge your duty.”

Referring to the ongoing
political deaths and clashes the
Governor said “I have seen
tears in the eyes of mothers …
this political holi with blood
must stop,” before asking,
“who is the killer … will the
State Election Commissioner,
the SEC raise his hands…”
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In a co-incidence of sorts
Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee who had
injured her ankle ahead of 2021
Assembly elections and had
campaigned the entire elec-
tions on a wheel chair on
Thursday had her knee operat-
ed.

Banerjee who earlier
claimed to have sustained some
injury while alighting from her
helicopter that made an emer-
gency landing at an airbase off
Jalpaiguri in North Bengal a
fortnight ago after had some
fluid accumulated in the left
knee area.

“There was swelling in her
left knee-joint due to excess
fluid

collection in or around that
area,” one of the doctors said,
adding she was released after the
operation and was advised rest.

!�"��#�	
����
	��$��%

����������������
�����	

Accusing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of prac-

tising “double standards” on
the issue of corruption, the
Maharashtra Congress said
here on Thursday that while
on one hand Modi had tar-
geted the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) for its alleged
involvement in the 70,000
crore corruption scam, on the
other the ruling BJP had “hon-
ourably” inducted the NCP led
by the breakaway group leader
scam=tainted Ajit Pawar into
its government in the state.

Talking to media persons
after the meeting with party’s
senior leaders including for-
mer chief ministers
Sushilkukmar Shinde,
Prithviraj Chavan and Ashok
Chavan, Maharashtra
Congress president Nana
Patole charged that Modi did
not practise what he preached
on matters relating to corrup-
tion.

“Modi publicly accused
NCP leaders of being involved
in a Rs 70,000 crore scam.
Days later, his party hon-
ourably inducts Ajit Pawar
and other NCP men as minis-
ters in its government in
Maharashtra. That only goes
to prove that the Modi gov-
ernment is protecting corrupt
leaders. Modi practises double
standards. His assertions on
corruption are hollow,” Patole
said.

“Corruption is in BJP’s

blood. In Karnataka where its
government was called 40 per
cent commission sarkara,
Prime Minister Modi cam-
paigned for the corrupt lead-
ers in the recent Assembly
elections where the BJP lost
badly. The BJP is desperately
trying to increase its strength
by inducting corrupt people
from other parties. The means
adopted by the BJP to acquire
power is detrimental to the
interests of democracy in the
country,” Patole said.        

Apart from Patole, Shinde,
Prithviraj and Ashok Chavan,.
The other leaders  who attend-
ed the crucial Congress Core
Committee meeting were
Congress Legislature Party
Leader Balasaheb Thorat,
party leaders Manikrao
Thakre,  Arif Naseem Khan,
Basavaraj Patil, Praniti Shinde
and Satej Patil.

“Whenever the BJP sens-
es electoral defeat, it starts
playing dirty politics by split-
ting other parties, scaring the
Opposition leaders with the
fear of unleashing central
agencies like ED, CBI, ITD
and blatantly crushing democ-
racy in the country,” Patole
said.
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From Page 1
It said expeditious trial of

such cases is the need of the
hour, especially when it con-
cerns national security and the
common man.

“Regrettably, enough vigi-
lance was not displayed by the
investigating as well as the
judicial authorities. A promi-
nent market in the heart of the
capital city is attacked and we
may point out that it has not
been dealt with the required
degree of promptitude and
attention,” it said. The judg-
ment extensively analysed the
circumstantial evidence, facts
related to the recovery and

arrests of the convicts, and their
participation in a larger con-
spiracy planned by other
accused persons who remained
elusive and were declared pro-
claimed offenders.

“Having considered the
circumstances alleged by the
prosecution against the accused
persons..., it is clear that the
prosecution has proved the
guilt of the accused in the
commission of the crime. The
last question which arises
before us is - whether all these
accused persons were part of a
conspiracy under Section 120B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
IPC? We find this question to

be answered in the affirmative,”
the bench said.

It held that the blast was
planned at the behest of other
accused persons who remained
elusive and were declared pro-
claimed offenders.

“It is evident that all these
accused were known to each
other and were participating
with the common objective to
carry out the blast in Delhi in
furtherance of an internation-
al conspiracy to cause disrup-
tive activities in India. All the
proven circumstances taken
together form a chain of events
that implicates the accused
persons,” it said.

From Page 1
The party announced the

launch of its Assembly elec-
tion campaign in the desert
State from Friday,  as
Rajasthan gears up for elec-
tions later this year alongside
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Mizoram.

The party affirmed its
commitment to f ighting
together and reversing the
trend of  incumbent
Governments being voted out
of power in Rajasthan. The
party’s top leadership also

held deliberations on poll
preparedness with leaders
from the State.

The Congress will finalise
its candidates for the elections
by the f irst  week of
September, with the sole cri-
terion for selection being
their winnability. Congress
leaders will commence a
door-to-door campaign from
Friday to connect with the
people and highlight the
schemes of the state govern-
ment.

Over the past two weeks,

Congress leadership, led by
Mallikarjun Kharge, has held
multiple rounds of meetings
with leaders from all five
States heading to the polls:
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Telangana,
and Mizoram. A noteworthy
shift has been Rahul’s consis-
tent presence in these meet-
ings, a departure from his
previous tendency to skip
such gatherings.

Expressing satisfaction
with the party’s actions and
assurances on the raised

issues, Pilot told the media
that he would abide by the
decisions made by the
Congress president, Rahul,
and the AICC regarding his
role going forward.

When questioned about
the issues he has been raising
and his calls for action from
the Gehlot Government in
Rajasthan, Pilot stated, “I
have been raising issues of
corruption in the previous
BJP Government, paper leaks,
and the need for reform in the
Rajasthan Public Service

Commission (RPSC) to
enhance transparency and
accountability. 

I am pleased that the
AICC has taken note of these
issues and outlined a plan for
action.”

The power struggle
between Gehlot and Pilot has
persisted since the Congress
formed the Government in
Rajasthan in 2018. Previous
attempts by the Congress
high command to reconcile
the warring leaders have been
unsuccessful.

From Page 1
The Opposit ion MPs

pointed out that they had
previously written to Brijlal
last month, requesting an
urgent meeting of the com-
mittee to discuss the Manipur
issue, but their demand was
not accepted. 

They expressed their dis-
appointment with Brijlal’s
decision to exclude the topic
from the agenda for any meet-
ing in July and criticised the
evasion of responsibility to
discuss a matter of national
importance. Consequently,
they chose to walk out of the

meeting.
Sources indicate that the

three MPs are unlikely to
attend the two other com-
mittee meetings scheduled
for this month. Before leaving,
they also urged BJP MP
Biplab Deb, who hails from
the Northeast, to join them in
the walkout.

Out of the 30-member
panel ,  seven members,
including the chairman, were
present at the meeting. The
ethnic violence in Manipur
since May 3 has resulted in
the loss of over 100 lives and
left hundreds injured.

From Page 1
About 1,000-1,500 women

blocked roads to prevent addi-
tional forces from reaching
the area, they said. However,
the situation was brought
under control because of the
deployment of Assam Rifles
personnel in the area.

In Churachandpur, about
100 km away, a large number
of Kukis in a separate devel-
opment staged a protest on
Wednesday. The rally started at
the Public Ground and con-
tinued till the Tuibong Peace
Ground.

Nearly 4,000 people par-
ticipated in the rally, most in
“combat” dress with camou-
flage on their faces, sources
said.

No untoward incident was
reported during the rally, which
went on till 7 pm.

Meanwhile, following the
killing of the woman in Imphal
West district, a tribal organi-
zation demanded imposition of
President’s rule in the north-
eastern State.

The Indigenous Tribal
Leaders’ Forum (ITLF) identi-
fied the woman as
Donngaihching, a mentally ill
person who lived on alms pro-
vided by locals.

“We again urge the Central
Government to relieve the
incapable State Government
and impose President’s rule
immediately,” the ITLF said in
a statement.

More than 100 people have
lost their lives and over 3,000
injured since ethnic violence
broke out in the State on May
3, when a “Tribal Solidarity
March” was organized in the
hill districts to protest against
the Meitei community’s
demand for Scheduled Tribe
(ST) status.

From Page 1
Responding to allegations

that his Government is soft on
Khalistan supporters for elec-
toral goals, Trudeau said,
“They are wrong. Canada has
always taken extremely seri-
ously violence and threats of
violence. We have always
taken serious action against
terrorism and we always will.”

“We have an extremely
diverse country and freedom
of expression is something
that we have but we will
always make sure that we are
pushing back against violence
and extremism in all its
forms,” he added.

This comes days after
New Delhi summoned the
Canadian envoy and issued a
demarche over the increasing
activities by pro-Khalistani
elements in Canada. Some
groups of Khalistan support-
ers have planned protests out-
side Indian missions in
Canada this Saturday.

Hitting out strongly at
the Canadian Government,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar last week said
Ottawa seems to be driven by
“vote-bank politics” and this
has also impacted the ties
between the two countries.

“How Canada has dealt
with the Khalistani issue is a
longstanding issue for us,
because very frankly, they

seem to be driven by vote
bank politics. Their respons-
es have been constrained by
what they regard as vote bank
compulsions,” he said.

“We made it very clear
that if there are activities
which are permitted from
Canada that impinge on our
sovereignty, territorial integri-
ty and our security, then we
will have to respond,” the
Minister said, adding that this
has impacted bilateral ties
over the past few years.

Canada has assured India
of the safety of diplomats in
view of the rally planned by
Khalistani supporters and
posters threatening Indian
officials.

Canada’s Foreign Minister
Melanie Joly highlighted the
country’s adherence to the
Vienna Conventions. “Canada
takes its obligations under
the Vienna Conventions
regarding the safety of diplo-
mats very seriously,” she said
in a statement.

“Canada remains in close
contact with Indian officials in
light of some of the promo-
tional material circulating
online regarding a protest
planned for July 8, which are
unacceptable,” she said,
adding that the actions of a
few individuals “do not speak
for an entire community or
Canada”.
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Acity court on Thursday
issued a fresh notice to the

person in-charge of the record
room of a trial court to produce
the documents of a case against
Congress leader Jagdish Tytler
related to alleged Pul Bangash
killings during 1984 anti-Sikh
riots.

Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
(ACMM) Vidhi Gupta Anand
issued the notice to the record
room in-charge at a
Karkardooma court, where the
case was earlier being heard,
directing him/her to produce
the case record by Friday, when
the court will hear the matter.

"Fresh notice has been
issued to in-charge of record
room of Karkardooma court.
Record is to be produced by 11
am on Friday," the court direct-
ed, noting that the record has
been located.

During the proceedings,
the CBI also informed the
court that a reminder has been
sent to the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) to expedite

the process of forensic exami-
nation of voice sample of Tytler.
The court had on June 30
summoned the records of the
trial court connected with the
case. The CBI had on May 20
filed a charge sheet against
Tytler in the case.

Three people were killed
and a gurdwara was torched in
the Pul Bangash area on
November 1, 1984, a day after
the then prime minister Indira
Gandhi was assassinated.

In its charge sheet filed
before a special court, the CBI
said Tytler "incited, instigat-
ed and provoked the mob
assembled at Pul Bangash
Gurdwara Azad Market" on
November 1, 1984 that result-
ed in burning down of the
gurdwara and killing of three
Sikhs -- Thakur Singh, Badal
Singh and Guru Charan
Singh.

The agency has invoked
charges under sections 147
(rioting), 109 (abetment) read
with 302 (murder) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),
among others, against Tytler,
the CBI said.
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Taking a u-turn, Delhi
Assembly Secretariat on

Thursday issued an order on
Thursday discontinuing the
engagement of 116 fellows
under the Delhi Assembly
Research Centre (DARC) only
to state later that the decision
has been kept in abeyance till
further directions, following
the intervention of Speaker
Ram Niwas Goel.  

This comes hours after the
Assembly secretariat issued an
order directing all such
appointees to clear all dues and
submit no due certificate with-
out fail.  In a related develop-
ment, the Delhi government’s
finance department has
ordered all the Pay and
Accounts Officers to ensure not
to release salary of these per-
sons by whatever name, where
the approval of Lt. Governor,
Delhi have, not been obtained
till date. 

“The order endorsement
no F. 21 ( 2) 2020 /LAS/ DARC
/ 1276-1288 dated 06.07.2023
regarding discontinuation of
engagement of fellow/associate
fellow and associate fellow

(media) is hereby kept in
abeyance till further orders.
This issued with prior approval
of secretary (LA),” Deputy
Secretary Sadanand Sah said in
an order on Thursday. 

Hours before this order,
the Assembly Secretariat ini-
tially issued an order saying
“the engagement of following
fellows, associate fellows and
associate fellows (media) under
Delhi Assembly Research
Centre in Delhi Legislative
Assembly is hereby discontin-
ued with immediate effect.” 

The move was likely to
affect 45 fellows, nine associate
fellows (media) and 62 associ-
ate fellows. Goel said his inter-
vention led to the order being
stayed as he was consulted on

the matter in the first place. 
“The official concerned

was pressured to issue the
order but I intervened follow-
ing which it was kept in
abeyance. I will write to the LG
about this issue. The engage-
ment of these fellows is not a
Services matter. They were
engaged following approval
from the House and the pro-
posal was sent to the finance
department, which had also
approved it,” he added.

Earlier in the day, breaking
his silence over the termination
of 437 specialists, fellows, assis-
tant fellows, and advisors
among others hired by the
Delhi government, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
stopping the engagement of

specialists and advisers will
“completely strangulate” the
Delhi government and its ser-
vices, and hoped the LG's move
will be quashed by the Supreme
Court. “This will completely
strangulate Delhi government
and its services. I don’t know
what does LG achieve by doing
all this? I hope the SC imme-
diately quashes it,” Kejriwal
tweeted on Thursday.

Meanwhile, Controller of
Accounts (Finance) LD Joshi in
an order said all the Pay and
Accounts Officers are directed
to comply with the above
instructions failing which
action, as may deem fit, may be
initiated against the concerned
Pay and Accounts Officer for
violation of the Constitutional
Provisions on Reservation.

In a follow-up to the mass
removal, the Services
Department on Wednesday
wrote to different departments
and agencies of government to
stop the engagement of persons
as fellows and advisors without
the approval of the LG.

The LG had recently ter-
minated services of around
400 “specialists” appointed by
the Kejriwal government.
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Delhi’s gross Goods and
Services Tax (GST) col-

lection of the current fiscal year
2023-24 increased to Rs
8,028.91 crores in the first
quarter as compared to the last
year of Rs 6985.05 crore, an
increase of 15 per cent.

According to figures shared
by Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Twitter, the first
quarter collections of goods
and services tax (GST) in the
past five years almost doubled
from Rs 4,419.71 crore in 2018-
19 to Rs 8,028.91 crore in
2023-24. Lauding this achieve-
ment, Kejriwal said the growth
meant his government will
have more money to spend on
building schools, hospitals and
infrastructure.

“Governments often say
they don't have money for
making good schools and hos-
pitals. But our government in
Delhi has shown that honest
governance leads to increased
revenue.  Delhi's first quarter
GST collection has increased at
an impressive 15 per cent from
last year. This is how we will
have money to build more
schools, more hospitals, more
infrastructure for the people of
Delhi,” he tweeted.
Interestingly, earlier this week,

the Supreme Court has pulled
up the Arvind Kejriwal-led
Delhi government after it
claimed to have no money to
pay for the construction of two
Regional Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) corridors, with the
court referring to the ambitious
venture as a “development pro-
ject of considerable impor-
tance”.

Sharing this information
through a Press conference on
Thursday, Finance Minister
Atishi said with the record
growth in GST collection, the
Arvind Kejriwal government
have proven that if the inten-
tions are right, the governments
will never face any shortage of
funds.”

She mentioned that Delhi
is a state where GST collection
has consistently increased.
Looking at the figures of GST,
in the first quarter when GST
was introduced in 2018-19,
the GST collection was Rs
4,419.71 crores. It increased to
4,668.23 crores in 2019-20.
Due to the lockdown in the first
quarter of 2020-21, businesses
were closed, and the collection
dropped to Rs 2,474.78 crores.
However, as soon as the lock-
down was lifted, the GST col-
lection increased, and in the
first quarter of 2021-22, it
reached Rs 4,014.98 crores. 
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Delhi BJP
p r e s i d e n t

V i r e n d r a
Sachdeva on
Thursday dubbed
the claim made
Delhi Finance
Minister Atishi of increasing
GST collection and giving
new hospitals and schools to
the national Capital as hilari-
ous and misleading.

“Delhi Government has
no role in raising the GST col-
lection as its collection is
monitored and ensured by
the GST Council of India.
From time to time, it is the
GST Council of India which
increases or decreases rates of
tax to motivate manufacturers
and traders, and checks the
theft of tax,” Sachdeva said in
a statement.  

Like all other States, the
Delhi Government simply gets
half of the GST collected by

the Council, Sachdeva said.
“The crux of the matter is that
since the AAP came to power

in Delhi many
wholesale trader
bodies have been
c o nt e mp l at i n g
shifting to NCR
and its Delhi BJP
office-bearers who
have time and

again persuaded them to stay
in Delhi,” the BJP leader said.

Atishi's claim of giving
new hospitals and schools to
Delhi is also misleading as
none has been constructed in
the last eight years.

“In fact, Delhi
Government has failed in even
adding new beds in existing
hospitals. As far as schools are
concerned,  no new school has
been added in Delhi since
2013 and it is on record that
5 schools have been shut down
by mergers.  The Kejriwal
government has only reno-
vated some existing school
buildings or added rooms in
existing schools, he added.  
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The incessant heavy rainfall
over several hours on

Thursday morning caused
waterlogging and traffic con-
gestion in several parts of
Delhi, leading to the PWD’s
(Public Works Department)
control room receiving a string
of complaints from various
parts of the national Capital. 

Commuters from Delhi’s
adjoining areas like Noida and
Ghaziabad spent hours in traf-
fic as heavy rainfall led to
severe waterlogging. 

The Hindon Elevated
Road connecting Ghaziabad to
Delhi was submerged at junc-
tion point, while vehicular
movement was also hit in
Noida-Delhi roads. 

Several people took to
Twitter over the traffic snarls
in Delhi and adjoining areas.
According to the officials, the
PWD's control room received
15 complaints of waterlog-
ging. Among the areas from

where frequent complaints
were received include Kaushik
Enclave in Burari, the stretch
from Wazirabad towards
Timarpur and Mandoli Road.

On its official Twitter han-
dle, the BJP's Delhi unit shared
a video from Burari that pur-
ports to show children in
school uniform wading
through knee-deep water. In
the caption accompanying the
clip, the BJP asked Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to
pay attention to the waterlog-
ging issue. 

Delhi BJP accused the

AAP led MCD for failing to
prevent waterlogging during
rains.  The BJP leaders alleged
that water logging caused as
the AAP in MCD has failed to
clean the drains.

According to data shared
by the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi, waterlogging was
reported in nine locations,
including areas of Jai Vihar in
Baprola, Azad Market, Sadh
Nagar in Palam, Shahpur Jat,
Nimri Colony in Ashok Vihar,
New Rajinder Nagar and Kanti
Nagar East in Seelampur
between 9 am and 1 pm.

New Delhi: In order to prevent
waterlogging issues during the
monsoon,  Delhi Revenue
Minister Atishi on Thursday
released the “Flood Control
Order 2023” for the Flood and
Irrigation Control Department
and the Public Works
Department (PWD).  

Announcing the flood con-
trol order 2023, Atishi said
PWD has installed 128 pump
houses which have over 700
pumps. As many as 11 pump
houses are fully automatic and
start operating automatically as
the water level rises, using sen-
sors, the Delhi Government
said in a statement.

During the monsoon sea-
son, PWD will also deploy its
mobile pump units if necessary.
“The desilting work by the
PWD is almost complete and
will be repeated after the mon-

soon season. During the mon-
soon, PWD's central control
room will monitor the serious
waterlogging areas through 24-
hour CCTV surveillance,” it
said.  In addition, the PWD will
establish control rooms at 10
other locations. People can
register waterlogging-related
complaints, for which PWD
will issue a helpline number
during the monsoon season.

The PWD has marked 165
areas with water logging prob-
lems, and preparations are
underway to address their
needs and tackle waterlogging
issues. The Irrigation and Flood
Control Department said there
are a total of 57 drains with a
combined length of approxi-
mately 382 km. “To clean these
drains, 53 departmental
machines have been deployed. 

Staff Reporter 
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Asurvey conducted by
LocalCircles found that up

to 93 per cent commuters in
Gurugram, 71 per cent in Delhi
and 49 per cent in Noida feel
they “end up losing working
hours or productivity” due to
waterlogging and traffic woes
during the monsoon season.

Additionally, 96 per cent
commuters in Gurugram, 88
per cent in Delhi and 66 per
cent in Noida say they “end up
spending much more time in
traffic” due to waterlogging,
according to the findings.
Coducted via the LocalCircles
platform, the survey claims to
have had 3,186 responses from
Delhi, 2,965 from Gurugram
and 2,839 from Noida. 

Residents of Gurugram
experienced the worst water-
logging and related troubles

when compared to their coun-
terparts in Delhi and Noida, the
survey findings suggest. 

Asked about the experi-
ence of the past couple of years
vis-à-vis waterlogging during
the monsoon in Gurugram, 86
per cent respondents said “Yes,
quite badly” and 11 per cent
said “Yes, somewhat”.

In Delhi, 63 per cent
respondents said “Yes, quite
badly” while 34 per cent said
“Yes, somewhat”. 

In Noida, 37 per cent said
“Yes, quite badly” while 51 per
cent said “Yes, somewhat”,
according to the findings. In
Gurugram, 96 per cent respon-
dents said they “end up spend-
ing much more time in traffic”
followed by 88 per cent in Delhi
and 66 per cent in Noida.In
Gurugram, 93 per cent respon-
dents said they “end up losing
working hours or productivity”

followed by 71 per cent in Delhi
and 49 per cent in Noida,
according to the survey. The
survey also tried to find if peo-
ple faced increased wear and
tear in their vehicles or were at
a higher risk of accidents dur-
ing the monsoon season due to
waterlogging.

In Gurugram, 82 per cent
respondents said they faced
“vehicle wear and tear and
related costs” while the figures
for Delhi and Noida stood at 70
per cent and 42 per cent,
respectively.

On “increased risk of acci-
dents”, 69 per cent respon-
dents in Gurugram, 65 per cent
in Delhi and 39 per cent in
Noida believed the chances
were higher than usual, accord-
ing to the survey. At the all-
India level, 58 per cent of
those surveyed said their dis-
tricts get badly waterlogged. 
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday said

Class 10 and Class 11 students
being taught to use technolo-
gy to solve day-to-day prob-
lems now is a “good thing” and
added that it is something that
did not happen earlier. He was
speaking after inaugurating
the Delhi Robotics League and
HE21 Exhibition at the
Thyagaraj Stadium.

According to a govern-
ment statement, the Delhi
Robotics League is India's first
statewide robotics competi-
tion, conceived to enhance
skills and competence among
school students. The theme of
the 2023 edition is “Robo
Kancha”. “Kancha” is a tradi-

tional game, mostly played by
children. The aim is to enable
students to learn problem-
solving by conceptualising
game solutions, designing and
building robots, testing, debug-
ging and ultimately creating a

winning strategy. “A high-end
competition like this has not
been held anywhere in India
before. Today, there are gov-
ernment as well as private
schools that are participating in
this competition. But the max-

imum number of students par-
ticipating in it are from the
School of Specialised
Excellence. We can say that the
level of education in the gov-
ernment schools of Delhi is
much above that in other
states,” he said.

Praising the students for
their innovations, he said they
have tried to find solutions to
real-world problems and called
it the best aspect of such an ini-
tiative. To drive home his point,
Kejriwal recalled how he could
not fix his grandfather's ceiling
fan despite studying at an
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT). “I went to IIT-Kharagpur
to study mechanical engineer-
ing. After my second year of
college, I had my vacation and
went to my village. One day, my

grandfather called me and said
his fan was not working and
asked me to fix it. “I told him
I didn't know how to fix the
fan. He was surprised that I was
a mechanical engineer in IIT-
Kharagpur and could not even
fix a fan. 

That is when I realised the
disconnect between what we
study in college and the real-
world problems,” he said.   The
chief minister also expressed
his happiness that high school
students are now researching
and trying to find solutions to
real-world problems.

“I believe that this DRL
(Delhi Robotics League) is a
great initiative and will go a
long way in finding solutions to
problems that our country
faces. 
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Three people died and eight
were injured after a van col-

lided with a DTC bus on the
flyover near Loni Gol Chakkar
in northeast Delhi’s Jyoti Nagar
on Thursday. Impact of the
accident was such that both the
vehicles were mangled and
damaged, police said.

One of the deceased was
identified as Savita (55) while
two others — both male — are
yet to be identified, they said.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Northeast) Joy Tirkey
said, “On Wednesday, at about
12.30 pm, a Maruti Eeco van
jumped the road divider and
collided head-on with a DTC
bus coming from the other
side.”

The DTC bus was going
from Bhajanpura to Nandnagri,
while the Eeco van was going
in the opposite direction. There

were 11 persons travelling in
the Eeco van which was run-
ning as a taxi. “The injured
were rushed to GTB hospital
where three people were
declared dead while eight oth-
ers are being treated,” he said. 

According to police, the
injured have been identified as
— Nitesh (25), his two sisters
aged 14 and 9, Nand Kishore
Chowdhary (45), his wife
Reena (42), his 14-year-old
son, driver of the Eeco van
Moti Singh (35) and Manzoor
Ansari (35). 
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The Aurangzeb Lane in the
Lutyens' Delhi has been

renamed as Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam Lane.  The rechristened
lane connects the Abdul Kalam
Road with Prithvi Raj Road in
central Delhi. The New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
workers unveiled a signboard
bearing the name of India's
11th president here on
Thursday.

According to an official,
the NDMC approved the
renaming of the lane in a meet-
ing of its members in June, this
year. The council changed the
erstwhile Aurangzeb Road
named after the 17th-century
Mughal ruler to Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam Road in August 2015. 

NDMC vice chairman
Satish Upadhyay last week
announced that the council
approved the renaming.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday chaired

a “Chintan Shivir” of Ministry
of Defence where several inno-
vative proposals emerged to
enhance indigenisation content
in domestic defence manufac-
turing and provide better
health and pension services
besides re-settlement to the ex-
servicemen.

Giving details of the brain-
storming session, Defence
Ministry officials said here,
the other issues included more
collaboration of the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation(DRDO)with
other research bodies, perfor-
mance audit, bringing more
efficiency in the functioning of
the Ministry of Defence(MOD)
and future roadmap of differ-
ent organisations.

Rajnath sat through the
day-long deliberations, which
were spread over six sessions,
covering important issues per-
taining to Department of
Defence (DoD), Department of

Defence Production (DDP),
MoD (Finance), Department of
Military Affairs (DMA),
Department of Ex-Servicemen
Welfare (DESW) and DRDO.

Minister of state for
defence Ajay Bhatt, Chief of
Defence Staff(CDS)General
Anil Chauhan, Chief of the
Army Staff General Manoj
Pande, Defence Secretary
Giridhar Aramane, Secretary
(Ex Servicemen Welfare) Vijoy
Kumar Singh, Secretary,

DRDO chief Samir V Kamat
and other civil and military
officials of the defence ministry
attended the meeting.
Presentations were made by
each department which were
followed by frank and free
exchange of ideas.

The defence minister
directed that a detailed action
taken report on various issues
be submitted to him within a
fortnight to take forward these
discussions, officials said.
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New Delhi: Without giving a
time-line for the implementa-
tion of the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC), the BJP on Thursday
said  a process on the issue of
adopting the UCC  is underway
and people should wait for its
outcome.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, BJP leader and for-
mer Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad also  accused
the Congress-led Government
at Chattisgarh of causing a rev-
enue loss of  RS 2,061 crore to
the state treasury by  “blessing”
the liquor mafia in the state. He
said those involved in the liquor
scam are close to the  state Chief

Minister. Answering a question
on the UCC  the former min-
ister said  the commitment to
the  implementation of  UCC
has been a part of the ruling
party's manifesto."A process is
on. You should wait for its out-
come," he said while  replying
to a question at conference.

The BJP-ruled Uttarakhand
government has been ‘hurrying’
with  its expert committee
report on the UCC   in the state.
A  day before  Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami  met  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and said that his
government would not delay the
implementation of the UCC .

Dhami  also had a long meet-
ing with union minister  Amit
Shah.   Uttarakhand UCC  is
seen  by many  observers as a
‘pilot project’  to the UCC at the
national level .  

At the central level the Law
Commission has sought peo-
ple's views on the contentious
issue through a public notice on
June 13. Some groups, includ-
ing those representing sections
of Muslims and tribals, have
opposed the UCC while most
opposition parties have linked
the BJP's push for it to the
upcoming polls, including the
Lok Sabha elections in 2024.      

At the Conference ,  Prasad
advised RJD leader Lalu Prasad
Yadav to be concerned about the
pending corruption cases
against him and keep good
health instead of worrying about
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s victory in Lok Sabha
polls, next year.  Prasad claimed
that BJP would  win all 40 Lok
Sabha seats from Bihar in 2024.

PNS
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The Centre on Thursday
announced plans to set up

its first campus of the presti-
gious IIT outside India in
Zanzibar, Tanzania. The for-
eign campus will be set by the
IIT Madras and programmes
for the campus will be launched
in October this year keeping in
mind the parameters of
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 which focuses on
internationalisation and rec-
ommends high-performing
Indian universities will be
encouraged to set up campus-
es in other countries.

A MoU was signed on
Wednesday in Zanzibar,
between India's Ministry of
Education, IIT Madras and
the Ministry of Education and
Vocational Training of
Zanzibar. External Affairs
Minister, Dr S Jaishankar, and
the President of Zanzibar were
present on the occasion.

"Witnessed the signing of
the agreement on setting up of
IIT Madras Zanzibar campus.

We appreciate the President
(Dr Hussein Al Mwinyi) grac-
ing the occasion, as also the
presence of his ministers. This
historic step reflects India's
commitment to the Global
South,” said External Affairs
Minister, Dr S Jaishankar.

Minister for Education
Dharmendra Pradhan said that
MoU signing for setting up IIT
Madras- Zanzibar campus
marks a historic beginning

towards internationalization
of higher education. 

He further said that the ini-
tiative is an embodiment of the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s commitment to
strengthen South-South coop-
eration as well as forge stronger
people-to-people ties with
Africa. “NEP 2020 is paving the
way for making knowledge a
key component of bilateral
relations as well as for advanc-

ing global good,”  Pradhan
said in a statement.

This partnership will bring
the top-ranked educational
expertise of IITM to a prime
destination in Africa and serve
the imperative current needs of
the region. "The academic pro-
grams, curricula, student selec-
tion aspects and pedagogical
details will be by IIT Madras,
whereas the capital and oper-
ating expenditure will be met
by the government of Zanzibar-
Tanzania. 

IIT Madras degrees will be
awarded to the students
enrolled in this campus. The
state-of-the-art interdiscipli-
nary degrees are expected to
attract a diverse cohort and will
include students from Africa
and other countries as well.
Indian students are also eligi-
ble to apply to these programs,”
according to the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA).

The setting up of the IIT
Campus is expected to enhance
India’s reputation globally and
its diplomatic relationships and
expand the international foot-
print of IIT Madras. 
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Amidst reports of alleged
Khalistan supporters issu-

ing threats to Indian diplomats
in the United Kingdom, British
Foreign Secretary James
Cleverly has said any direct
attacks on the Indian High
Commission in London was
“totally unacceptable.”

In response to the planned
'Kill India' rally scheduled to
take place outside the Indian
High Commission on July 8,
Cleverly expressed the United
Kingdom's commitment to pri-
oritize the security of the High
Commission's personnel. 

Cleverly tweeted, "We have
made clear to @VDoraiswami
and the Government of India
that the safety of staff at the
High Commission is para-
mount." Cleverly was refer-
ring to India's High
Commissioner to London,

Vikram Doraiswami. British
High Commissioner to New
Delhi, Alex Ellis, retweeted
Cleverly's message and added,
"To amplify the importance
which @FCDOGovUK attach-
es to the safety and security of
friends and colleagues, and
their premises, at
@HCI_London."

The rally announcements
circulating on Twitter featured
images of Doraiswami and
India's consul general in
Birmingham, Shashank
Vikram. The planned rally is
reportedly a response to the
killing of Khalistani separatist
leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar,

designated as a terrorist, in
Canada last month.

This development follows
recent incidents of Khalistani
backers vandalizing the Indian
consulate in San Francisco and
attempting to set fire to the
premises. Threats have also
been issued against Indian
diplomats in Canada, Australia,
and the United States by alleged
Khalistani supporters who have
circulated posters naming
them.

India has raised concerns
and taken strong action against
Khalistani activists with
authorities in Australia,
Canada, the United States, and
the United Kingdom, urging
appropriate measures to be
taken against them.

The attack on the Indian
mission in San Francisco comes
just over three months after
Khalistani activists planted
flags, breached barricades, and
smashed windows at the con-
sulate.
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The CBI has registered an
FIR against seven persons

for alleged forced religious con-
version in Malda district of
West Bengal.   The CBI move
came following a directive from
the Calcutta High Court.

The high court ordered
the investigation following a
writ petition by two sisters, who
claimed their husbands Buddhu
Mandal and Gauranga Mandal
were forcibly converted from
Hinduism to Islam as punish-
ment for working for a politi-
cal party which lost the last
Assembly elections.

The petitioners also sub-
mitted that their husbands were
missing since November 24,
2021, but the police did not take
any action in the matter even
after being informed. However,
the West Bengal government
submitted that the two broth-
ers had converted to Islam vol-

untarily and had left home
because of a family dispute.
Following the high court order,
the CBI registered a
Preliminary Enquiry (PE) on
February 20. A report was sub-
mitted to the court in May, fol-
lowing which it ordered the reg-
istration of an FIR on June 6.

With the PE revealing
prima facie commission of the
alleged offences and in com-
pliance of the order, the CBI
registered a case on Tuesday
against Khurshed Sekh, Nazu
Sekh, Barkatti Sekh, Habib
Sekh, Rabiul Sekh, Muktadul
Sekh, and Tinu Sekh, all resi-
dents of Malda, and other
unidentified individuals, offi-
cials said.

They said Buddhu Mandal,
husband of Parbati Mandal,
was illiterate and Gauranga
Mandal, who was married to
Kalabati Mandal, had studied
till Class 5. "Enquiry revealed
that on 24.11.2021 at around

07:00 hours, both the brothers
went out to earn a livelihood.
Gauranga Mandal went to the
residence of Rabiul Sk and his
brother Buddhu Mandal went
to the residence of Habib Sk. At
that time, Gauranga Mandal
was working under Muktadul
Sk, head mason. 

They came back home for
lunch at about 14:00 hours and
after having lunch, returned to
work. However, they did not
return home in the evening,"
according to the findings of the
PE. After this, the two sisters
informed the local police that
their husbands had been con-
verted to Islam and taken to
offer namaz, the CBI report
alleged.

The brothers were later
found in a Muslim household
and police informed their wives
that they would be produced
before a court on November 28,
2021, four days after their dis-
appearance, it said.
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India and France on Thursday
reviewed the entire spec-

trum of their strategic and
defence ties during talks here
between National Security
Advisor(NSA)Ajit Doval and
Emmanuel Bonne, Diplomatic
advisor to the French President.
The visiting dignitary also
called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi before return-
ing to Paris.

Doval and Bonne also
reportedly prepared the
groundwork for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to Paris on July 13-14. He is the
guest of honour for national
day of France this year.  Both
the countries this year are cel-

ebrating 25 years of their strate-
gic partnership. Besides
focussing on their bilateral
ties, Doval and Bonne also
reportedly discussed the after-
effect of the ongoing Ukraine
conflict and situation in the
Indo-Pacific in the backdrop of
China adopting an aggressive

stance in the region. India and
France share long defence ties
and the latter is now keen to
impart technology for the jet
engine for the twin-engine
combat fighter jet planned by
the Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
O r g a n i s a t i o n ( D R D O ) .

Moreover, France is in the race
for a contract for aircraft car-
rier-based fighter jets.  The
naval version of Rafale jet is
pitching for the deal.  The
Indian Navy needs more than
30 jets for its two aircraft car-
riers INS Vikramaditya and
INS Vikrant.

France has reportedly also
offered to build Scorpene sub-
marines for other countries at
Mazagon Dockyards Limited
(MDL) to ensure that the cur-
rent facility, which has com-
pleted the Kalveri class sub-
marines under Project 75, does
not go to seed for want of
orders. France has also offered
to manufacture top end mis-
siles and loiter ammunition in
India under the “Atmanirbhar
Bharat” route.
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The CBI has registered an
FIR against Pune-based

builder K J Infrastructure
Projects India Pvt Ltd and its
directors in an alleged bank
fraud case involving swindling
of over Rs 91 crore.

The action was initiated on
a complaint from the Union
Bank of India against the com-
pany. The CBI has named
directors Kalyan J Jadhav,
Kalyan Eknath Kakade,
Santosh Sambhaji Dhumal and
Amol Maruti Paigude, Wing
Infrastructure Engineering Pvt
Ltd, and Vinod Kalyan Jadhav
as accused in the case.

The bank has alleged that
the company and its promoters
availed credit facilities on the
basis of manipulated stocks-
book, debts statements and
financial statements with inflat-
ed figures or overstating sales,
income and profit, in order to
draw higher volume of
amounts from the bank, the
agency said in a statement.

The CBI alleged that the
accused diverted the proceeds
into accounts of related and
associated companies without
its end utilisation, resulting in
an alleged loss to the tune of
Rs.91.92 crore to the bank.

"Searches were conducted
at various places in and around
Pune District which led to the
recovery of incriminating volu-
minous documents, hard disks,
electronic gadgets etc. from the
premises of the accused," the
CBI said.  
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Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has made extensive prepa-

rations to make the public
meeting of the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at Wajidpur on
Harhua-Sarnath Ring Road
around 3 pm on Friday a mem-
orable one, said the party’s
regional president (Kashi
Region) Dilip Singh Patel while
addressing a press conference
at BJP’s Gulab Bagh office here
on Thursday.

Terming Modi as world’s
most popular leader, he said
that on the arrival of the PM,
the party flags will be hoisted
along all the routes of the PM’s
visit as well as other roads relat-
ed to the programmes. He said
that all the main crossings will
be decorated attractively. He
said that during the two-day
stay, the PM will participate in
various programmes. “About
1,600 small and big hoardings
are being put up on the yatra
routes from the district and city
areas to welcome Modi and the
work of installing hoardings is
in the final stage,” said Patel,
appealing to the people to wel-
come the PM by showering
rose petals at various places
from where Modi’s motorcade
will pass through.

“There is a possibility of
50,000 people attending the
public meeting. With this goal,
the party has made a whole
plan. Looking at the enthusi-
asm of the workers, we can say
with confidence that we will

exceed our target. The party
workers and people of eight
assembly constituencies of
Varanasi district including City
South, City North, Varanasi
Cantt, Rohania, Sewapuri,
Ajgara, Shivpur and Pindra
will participate in the public
meeting,” Patel said, adding that
to make the programme a suc-
cess, the party office-bearers,
frontal organisations and work-
ers have been given special
responsibility for the participa-
tion of all classes in the public
meeting.

According to him, the
meetings of Mandal and Shakti
Kendra have been completed
and the booth committees, the
primary units of the organisa-
tion, have been given impor-
tant responsibility. “Mahila
Morcha has been given the
responsibility for effective par-

ticipation of women in the
public meeting. Similarly, all
other frontal units of the party
including Yuva Morcha have
been entrusted with their
responsibility,” said Patel. He
said that to participate in the
public meeting, the workers
will come out on bikes from the
booths, Shakti Kendras,
Mandal and assembly areas,
which will go in the form of a
procession to the venue at
Wajidpur.

“Along with this, people
from remote rural areas will
participate in large numbers by
reaching the site of meeting by
buses, four and three wheelers
while the workers from the
nearby areas will reach there on
foot in the form of a procession
carrying musical instruments,”
said that regional BJP chief,
adding that the PM will also

attend the ‘tiffin’ meeting
organised at BLW Guest House
on Friday at 7 pm. “A total of
118 to 120 party office-bearers,
corporators and MLCs of
Varanasi city areas will partic-
ipate in this tiffin meeting,” he
informed, adding that the PM
will spend the night at BLW
and on the second day, Modi
will reach Lal Bahadur Shastri
International Airport Babatpur
by helicopter from BLW in the
morning and then leave for
Delhi.. He said that the PM will
give a gift of projects worth �
12,110 crore to the district. The
PM will inaugurate 19 projects
worth �10,720.58 crore and lay
the foundation stones of 10
projects worth �1,389.66 crore.
He will also interact with the
beneficiaries of various
schemes from different districts
at Wajidpur venue.

VARANASI (PNS): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
give a gift worth more than �
8,700 crore of Indian Railways
for Uttar Pradesh apart from
flagging off two Vande Bharat
Express trains including
Gorakhpur-Lucknow via
Ayodhya Vande Bharat Express
and Jodhpur-Ahmedabad
(Sabarmati) Vande Bharat
Express at a function to be held
at Gorakhpur Railway Station
on Friday at 2 pm, according to
a release of North Eastern
Railway (NER).With the run-
ning of these Vande Bharat
Express trains, the people of
UP, Rajasthan and Gujarat will
get comfortable and better
connectivity. Along with this,

Gorakhpur railway station is
being redeveloped at a cost of
� 498 crore keeping in view the
requirement of the next 50
years. The PM will also flag off
some other trains apart from
inaugurating many projects
and laying foundations of sev-
eral others worth more than �
8,700 crore. After this, the PM
will inaugurate/ lay foundation
stones of railway projects worth
more than �8,200 crore in a
function organised in Varanasi.
Under this, doubling of
Ghazipur City-Aunrihar and
Aunrihar-Jaunpur rail section,
electrification of Bhatni-
Aunrihar rail section, 100 per
cent electrification in the state
of UP and dedication of dedi-

cated freight corridor Pandit
Deen Dayal Upadhyay (DDU)
Jn- Sonnagar new line and
will lay foundation stone of the
rail flyover on Vyasnagar-
DDU Jn. Doubling and electri-
fication of railway sections is
being done to reduce the pres-
sure of increasing traffic on
railway sections. Doubling of
Ghazipur City-Aunrihar (40
km) and Aunrihar-Jaunpur (60
km) railway sections has been
completed with electrification.
Electrification of Bhatni-
Aunrihar  rail section (125
km.) has been completed, as a
result of which electric locomo-
tive driven trains are running
directly from Gorakhpur to
other metropolitan cities via

Aunrihar-Varanasi. Under 100
percent electrification, all major
rail line networks in the state of
UP have been completely elec-
trified, due to which there has
been a huge reduction in the
consumption of imported
diesel, which will help in mak-
ing the environment pollution
free. Besides, the construction
of a 137 km long Eastern
Dedicated Freight Corridor
between DDU Jn- Sonnagar
has been completed. This rail
section will connect the major
coalfields of Jharkhand and
West Bengal with the power
centres of North India.
Transportation of other essen-
tial commodities including
iron and steel will speed up.
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Stage is all set for the two-day
visit of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi to his parlia-
mentary constituency here on
Friday. As Modi will address a
public meeting at Wajidpur
on Harhua-Sarnath Ring Road,
it is all expected that he will also
kick off the campaigning for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections as
during the two days, the PM
will visit four states including
UP, Chattisgarh, Rajasthan and
Telangana where he will launch
project worth over � 50,000
crore. In UP, as he will visit two
major cities Gorakhpur and
Varanasi, he will send his mes-
sages to the entire Purvanchal
(eastern UP), covering more
than one thirds seats of the
state.

In Varanasi, Modi will
inaugurate and lay the founda-
tion stones of multiple develop-
ment projects worth more than
Rs 12,100 crore.  All these pro-
jects will be launched at a
public meeting to be held at
Wajidpur. Apart from dedica-
tion to the nation the four-lane
widening of Varanasi-Jaunpur
section of NH-56, which has
been completed at a cost of
more than Rs 2,750 crore,
making travel from Varanasi to
Lucknow easier and faster. He
will also inaugurate Central
Institute of Petrochemicals
Engineering & Technology
(CIPET), an vocational train-
ing centre at Karsara village and
many other projects.

Meanwhile, all the prepa-
rations have been completed
despite heavy weather condi-
tions. Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya inspect-

ed the public meeting site and
also reviewed the preparations
at a meeting with senior
administrative and police offi-
cers apart from the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders.
Besides, UP Tourism and
Culture Minister and Minister
In-charge of the district Jaiveer
Singh also arrived on two-day
visit to ensure the completion
of all the arrangements. Apart
from this, the top police officers
held a meeting to give instruc-
tions to the officers in connec-
tion with the security arrange-
ments and rehearsal and other
formalities were also complet-
ed.      

The Deputy Chief Minister
Maurya reviewed the prepara-
tions made so far and gave nec-
essary guidelines to the officers
after meeting at Circuit House
regarding the proposed visit of
the PM. District Magistrate

(DM) S Rajalingam gave
minute-to-minute details of
the PM’s proposed programme
and the preparations made by
the administration so far. He
also gave other details to
Maurya. 

In reply, the Deputy Chief
Minister instructed to do com-
plete profiling of the schemes
received by the beneficiaries of
PM SVANidhi, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana and
Ayushman Bharat schemes so
that it can be clear that how the
deprived people are being given
a way to live with self-respect
by the government.

Maurya said that this
Banaras tour of the PM is tak-
ing place on the completion of
nine years of the central gov-
ernment, so we have to make
complete preparations. He
asked to pay special attention
to cleanliness campaign and

also asked to run awareness
campaign regarding plastic
continuously. He also instruct-
ed to make proper arrange-
ments regarding drinking
water, toilets etc for the people
coming to the meeting place.
Zila Panchayat Chairperson
Poonam Maurya, Mayor Ashok
Tiwari, MLC Hansraj
Vishwakarma, MLA T Ram
and others were present in the
meeting.

Earlier, Maurya also visit-
ed Wajidpur after landing at Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport at Babatpur and saw all
the arrangements especially in
view the rainy weather condi-
tions. 

He was accompanied by
the DM, CDO and other top
police officers apart from
senior BJP leaders and inquired
about all the sitting and other
arrangements.
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The Indian Institute of
Information Technology

Allahabad (IIIT-A), one of
India’s premier institutes for
higher education and research
is all set to implement New
Education Policy (NEP) from
the current session 2023–2024
as per government guidelines
for NEP curriculum.

This was announced by
Director IIIT-A Prof Mukul
Sharad Sutaone while address-
ing the IIIT-A teaching frater-
nity in the administrative
building auditorium here on
Wednesday.

Addressing all IIIT-A
teachers at an Upgrade Session
on NEP, the director said the
institute aimed to align the
curriculum offered at IIIT-A
with the holistic goals outlined
in the NEP.

“The NEP, a landmark
policy introduced by the

Government of India, advo-
cates a comprehensive and
transformative approach to
education. Emphasising com-
petency-based learning, mul-
tidisciplinary education and
skill development, NEP aims
to nurture well-rounded indi-
viduals capable of contributing
meaningfully to society,” he
added.

“With the indispensable
support of faculty members
and domain experts, IIIT
Allahabad has worked dili-
gently to revise its curriculum
to align with the NEP guide-
lines. The new curriculum
brings forth an innovative
learning framework, ensur-
ing that students receive a
well-rounded education
encompassing various disci-
plines,” he added.

In his presentation he
mentioned that NEP recom-
mendations on Flexible and
Empowering Education
System i.e. Multi- Entry-

Multi- Exit (ME-ME) Model
with Multi/Inter/Trans-
Disciplinary Approach in
Curriculum Design, with
novel pedagogy. The IIIT-A
has initiated development of
NEP-Inspired and Learning-
Outcome based Curriculum-
(LOBC).

Director apprised the
teachers that the Visitor and
President of India Draupdi
Murmu will address all direc-
tors and vice-chancellors dur-
ing a two-day national confer-
ence on NEP implementa-
tions by higher education
institutions at Rashtrpati
Bhawan, New Delhi on July 10
and 11. Thereafter, the prime
minister of India will also
address all heads of central

institutions on NEP  at Akhil
Bhartiya Shiksha Samagm at
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi on
July 29 and 30.

The IIIT-A had recently
organised workshops and wit-
nessed the participation of
esteemed educationists, sub-
ject matter experts and facul-
ty members from diverse aca-
demic backgrounds. 

Their collective expertise
and collaborative efforts
played a vital role in shaping
an NEP compliant curriculum
for IIIT-A. The workshop fos-
tered insightful discussions,
encouraging participants to
share best practices, pedagog-
ical advancements, and cut-
ting-edge teaching method-
ologies.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Manish

Sisodia on Thursday moved the
Supreme Court seeking bail in
the CBI and ED cases related to
the alleged Delhi excise policy
scam. He has moved the apex
court challenging the two
orders of the Delhi High Court
dismissing his bail petitions in
these cases.  Sisodia, who also
held the excise portfolio among
many that he handled as the
deputy chief minister of Delhi,
was first arrested by the CBI on
February 26 for his alleged role
in the “scam”, and has been in
custody since then.

He resigned from the Delhi
cabinet on February 28. The
high court had on May 30
denied bail to him in the excise
policy scam case being probed
by the CBI, saying having been
the deputy chief minister and
excise minister, he is a “high-
profile” person who has the
potential to influence the wit-

nesses.
On July 3, the high court

had declined him bail in a
money laundering case linked
to alleged irregularities in the
city government’s excise poli-
cy, holding the charges against
him were “very serious in
nature”. In its May 30 order, the
high court had said since
Sisodia was at the “helm of
affairs” when the alleged scam
took place, he cannot say he
had no role to play.

The high court had said,
with his party still in power in
the national capital, Sisodia,
who once held 18 portfolios,
continues to wield influence,
and since the witnesses are
mostly public servants, the
possibility of their getting influ-
enced cannot be ruled out.
Citing the allegations against
the senior AAP leader, it had
said the excise policy was
formed at the instance of the
“South Group” with malafide
intention to give undue advan-
tage to them.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to hear on

July 10 a plea filed by the Delhi
government challenging the
constitutionality of the ordi-
nance on control of services.

A bench comprising
Chief  Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justices P S
Narasimha and Manoj Misra
posted the matter for consid-
eration after senior advocate
Abhishek Singhvi mentioned
the matter seeking urgent
hearing. “This is a plea chal-
lenging the ordinance in
whole,” Singhvi said. The
bench then said, “List on July
10, Monday.”

In its plea, the AAP gov-
ernment has said it is an
“unconstitutional exercise of
executive fiat” that attempts to
“override” the top court and the
basic structure of the
Constitution. Besides quashing
the ordinance, the Delhi gov-
ernment has also sought an
interim stay on it.
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It was in 2015 that I made
my first visit to Sri Lanka
and that too as a journal-

ist. I was the lone media rep-
resentative from India to be
invited to the Defense
Seminar organized by the
island nation’s Ministry of
Defense. It was an event held
by the Sri Lankan defence
forces to share with the world
that country’s experience in
waging a three-decade-long
war against Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a
Tamil militant outfit, that
demanded a separate Tamil
country bifurcating (or even
trifurcating) Sri Lanka.
Hundreds of thousands of
people lost their lives or
maimed in the civil war
fought between the LTTE
and the Sri Lankan army.

What started as a small
protest by Tamils over the Sri
Lankan Government’s deci-
sion to switch over to the
Sinhala language the registra-
tion number of vehicles in the
island nation turned out to be
an all-out civil war. The entire
moderate political leaders on
both sides of the spectrum
were wiped out by the LTTE
itself. An analysis by the Sri
Lankan Government reveals
that LTTE murdered most of

the Tamil leaders to pave the
way for the rise of
Prabhakaran.

The civil war on the
island of Emerald turned into
a teardrop in the Indian
Ocean. In the 1960s, the sit-
uation in Northern Sri Lanka
was so peaceful that Colombo
did not feel it necessary to
post hard taskmasters as
police chiefs in the region.
The secessionists made use of
this opportunity and amassed
weapons and made a grand
plan to liberate northern and
the northeast from mainland
Sri Lanka.  

The civil war in Sri Lanka
had its repercussions in India
too. Chennai’s international
airport came under attack by
the LTTE and this claimed the
lives of 33 persons. The
internecine fight between var-
ious Tamil groups extended to

Chennai and in one of such
shootouts, a prominent Tamil
leader Padmanabha was shot
down by the Tigers in 1990
and the assassins escaped
back to Jaffna with the sup-
port of the then rulers of
Tamil Nadu. The assassina-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi in 1991
was the culmination of this
warfare. By 2009, the Sri
Lankan forces had finished off
Prabhakaran, the despot and
the LTTE was given an offi-
cial burial.

By 2015, Sri Lanka was
back to the “happy days are
here again syndrome”. The
road leading to the capital city
from the Bandaranaike
International Airport was
dotted with posters of
Mahinda Rajapakse, the then
President who did not leave
any stone unturned in the
fight against LTTE.
Throughout the two-day-
long seminar, civil and mili-
tary officers were vying with
each other in showering
encomiums on Mahinda
Rajapaksa. “Mahinda
Chintana”, the philosophy of
President Rajapaksa, was
being spoken about all over
the country. It was Rajapaksa’s
chosen path to make the
island nation the “green emer-

ald” and “El Dorado” in the
Indian Ocean. He had the sta-
tus of an iconic figure all over
the country and this made
Mahinda Rajapaksa order for
an early poll. Pollsters had
forecast a clean sweep by
Rajapaksa but the result
turned out to be a shocker.
Mythripala Sirisena, the chal-
lenger, walked away with the
cup as the Rajapaksas were
left shocked. 

During my second trip to
Sri Lanka in 2016, I did not
see any pictures of Mahinda
Rajapaksa anywhere. The per-
sons who had waxed elo-
quence on “Mahinda
Chinthana” were not to be
seen. There was no Mahinda
or Chinthana. Rulers who go
by the words of court jesters
and palace advisors get van-
ished within days, according
to Jnanappana, a poetic work
by Poonthanam, the great
Kerala poet of yore years.
Poonthanam, a devotee of
Lord Krishna, wrote in
Jnanappana (The song of
divine wisdom) that if Lord
wishes, a King can become a
beggar!  

(Writer is Special
Correspondent, The Pioneer.

Views expressed 
are personal)
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set forth by the Supreme Court in the D.K.
Basu and Arnesh Kumar judgments,
which specifically outline the treatment
of individuals in custody. The accused,
Ajay Kumbharwadiya, endured vicious
beatings within the confines of the
Pradyumnanagar police station before
being paraded and further assaulted in full
view of the public in 2016. Additionally,
it was alleged that the officers involved
extended his custody beyond the permis-
sible 24-hour limit, further exacerbating
their misconduct. The five officers impli-
cated in this case are B.T. Gohil, M.J.
Dhandhal, V.S. Lamba, Jaybha Parmar,
and Pradumansinh Zala.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — The political importance of the split
in NCP in Maharashtra and the CBI
chargesheet against Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Yadav. may not have a

direct impact on the opposition unity but
it is an aberration to the plans  The
Opposition unity drive would reap elec-
toral benefits only if it came up with a nar-
rative and did not rely solely on simple
arithmetic. It is a matter of conjecture that
Party A is better off than Party B. The
equation for unity is drawn and there is
one winner. One who just grabs the avail-
able opportunity will win in Karnataka
politics recently. There is not much polit-
ical importance to the split in NCP in
Maharashtra and the CBI chargesheet
against Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav. Somehow the present
position raises speculations and the
opposition unity shows inherent weakness
and faces high stakes under the latest cir-
cumstances.

CK Jayanthi Maniam | Chennai
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Sir — Delivery of  News content seems to
have been hijacked by journalists by Tik
Tok influencers and celebrities if a recent
report published by the British-based
Reuters Institute is to be believed. It is
based on interviews with 94000 people
across 46 countries conducted by  Britain,s
University of Oxford.  

Are we in for a decline of serious and
authentic news as mainstream TV and
journalism markets are shrinking away
and   Digital media is not making up for
the widening gap.??  Can Tik Tok, and
Youtube influencers  be criticised for tak-
ing the role of  T.V. reporters and
Mainstream journalists when the latter has
turned over a new leaf of entertaining
audiences. ? The shift to  Tik Too,
Youtube etc presents a formidable chal-
lenge for both digital and social media
when fake news and misinformation
videos are spread at a rapid pace accord-
ing to a News Guard investigation about
20 % of videos covering pressing world
news contained misinformation from
covid vaccines, gun violence to Ukraine
U.S.war and U.S elections. According to
Digital  News Report, it presents a much
more fundamental change for the
prospects of a vibrant news industry than
even the shift from newspaper to digital
mode a generation ago.  When Tik Tok,
You tube etc are dishing out misinforma-
tion in the guise of entertainment, main-
streaming T.V  journalism makes a bee-
line for the high-pitched drama to enter-
tain audiences the line is getting blurred
between news and entertainment.  

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital 
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Sir — The Gujarat High Court charged
five policemen with contempt of court in
a 2016 case of thrashing and public humil-
iation of an accused in custody in Rajkot.
The court made its decision after reject-
ing the apology offered by the policemen
on Wednesday. Their actions were
deemed a clear violation of the guidelines
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the regimental system and
wanting it changed, which is
what the Agnipath scheme
does. While they may be for-
given for their views, given
their lack of military knowl-
edge and having never seen
conventional combat, the
same cannot be said of the
military hierarchy that has
quietly caved into this short-
sighted initiative, whatever
their justification.

What however is
extremely difficult to fathom
is why the military top brass,
specifically Gen Pande, has
felt it necessary to issue a dik-
tat on uniformity of dresses
for the ranks of Brigadiers
and above, that allows for no
display of their
Regimental/Corps accou-
trements which reflect regi-
mental affiliations. These
orders are an admission that
regimental affiliations, more
than reflecting pride and
belonging in one’s regiment
or corps are instead influenc-
ing promotions. While that
would certainly be true in
some cases, human nature
being what it is, his hypoth-
esis does a great disservice to
the selection process in place
that has stood the test of time.
Would it not have been bet-
ter to take corrective action to
make the selection system
more responsive, rather than
indulging in changing the

dress code put in place in the
early Seventies to enhance
bonds between senior officers
and the rank and file that is
increasingly under strain? In
any case not displaying
Regimental affiliations does
not make an individual
anonymous. For that matter,
does this not cast a shadow
on the credibility of their pro-
motions? 

However, even if we were
to give them the benefit of the
doubt and accept their con-
tention, orders denying offi-
cers who have served with the
elite airborne forces the right
to wear the maroon beret is
illogical, poorly thought out
and utterly condemnable.
Maroon berets are the accept-
ed headgear of all airborne
forces universally. Our forces
have been wearing this since
1941 when the Parachute
Brigade was first raised.
Incidentally, the 50th
Independent Parachute
Brigade has the record of
being the oldest formation
worldwide that has continu-
ously remained in the air-
borne role to date. This is a
source of great pride for all its
members and is reflected in
the high standards of profes-
sionalism, elan and esprit de
corps that is on display. More
importantly, the maroon
beret does not reflect any par-
ticular arm or service, as vol-

unteers from any arm, corps
or service are eligible to serve
in one of our Special
Operations Forces units, pro-
vided he or she has success-
fully undergone the extreme-
ly tough selection process
that is in place. 

In effect, the earning of
the maroon beret is a hard-
earned qualification and a
clear reflection of an individ-
ual’s abilities and a source of
immense pride. Thus, to be
deprived of the right to wear
the maroon beret after having
earned it is unjust, unreason-
able and smacks of bias and
even jealousy. After all, what
impression does the
Commander of the Parachute
Brigade convey to his troops,
if only he among them, is
barred from wearing the
maroon beret which he has
also earned and worn till he
was promoted? Indeed, it
seems a bigoted and bizarre
order, and its adverse impact
on morale and esprit-de-
corps can be easily appreciat-
ed, and the military hierarchy
would do well to reconsider
this flawed order.

(The columnist, a military
veteran and former para-

trooper is presently a Visiting
Fellow with the Observer

Research Foundation and a
Senior Visiting Fellow with
the Peninsula Foundation,

Chennai)
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Wi n s t o n
Churchill, at the
turn of the 20th
Century, wrote
“Regiments are

not like houses. they cannot be
pulled down and altered struc-
turally to suit the convenience of
the occupier or the caprice of the
owner. They are more like
plants; they grow slowly if they
are to grow strong...and if they
are blighted or transplanted,
they are apt to wither.” 

The Regimental System
presently in vogue in our army
is of colonial origin, from the
days of the British Indian Army.
It is for this very reason there are
those, obviously lacking in any
military background, who wish
it to be discarded. This is despite
the Indian Army, having, on
Independence, made a con-
scious decision to retain it, given
its inherent strengths and advan-
tages for a vast and diverse
country, such as ours. It is a pol-
icy that has paid immense div-
idends over the years and there
can be no two opinions that our
combat arms, the Infantry and
the Mechanised Forces, contin-
ue to lay the greatest emphasis
on regimental affiliations, dress-
es, customs and traditions. 

This is because it helps instil
a sense of belonging, brother-
hood and continuity amongst
the officers, JCOs and men in
their battalions and regiments.
It also helps to inculcate pride in
a shared history and achieve-
ments of those who have fought
before them in past campaigns.
This, in turn, helps nurture the
two most essential battle-win-
ning factors, esprit-de-corps
and morale, because bereft of
them there can be no victory.     

Unfortunately, unlike our
combat elements, combat sup-
port elements do not give this
factor the same kind of impor-
tance, probably because of the
technical nature of their job pro-
file. General Manoj Pande, the
Army Chief, belongs to one of
the combat support arms, the
Corps of Engineers, being the
first Chief since Independence
from that corps. What is even
more unfortunate, is that there
are those within this
Government, close to the Prime
Minister, on record disparaging
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(The author is Vice-
Chairman of Sonalika
group, Vice Chairman

of the Punjab Economic
Policy and Planning

Board. Views expressed
are personal)

Nowadays tomatoes are trend-
ing at Rs 100 to Rs 160 per kg,
ginger and garlic touching Rs
150-200 / kg, steep rise in
prices punched in the pocket

of an average household and tell a bigger
story of climate shocks. Even though,
India is the world’s second-largest produc-
er of tomatoes and other vegetables but
wholesome agriculture is facing a wide spec-
trum of challenges, such as stagnation in
crop yields, declining soil organic matter,
multi-nutrient deficiencies, shrinking arable
land, water availability, cold supply chain
and overall climate change is one of the
biggest challenges. Farm output is vulner-
able to changes in the climate as higher tem-
peratures tend to reduce crop yields and
increase pest infestations. Rainfed agricul-
ture is primarily impacted due to variabil-
ity in the number of rainy days. 

To address climate change, recently the
union cabinet gave the nod to set up a
National Research Foundation (NRF), an
apex body to promote, fund and mentor
research to match up to global standards.
The fine print of the NRF Bill is likely to
be introduced in Parliament’s monsoon ses-
sion starting on 20th July. To be enriched
with Rs 50,000 crore funds the NRF could
be a game-changer in underlining the need
for sensitive research to make climate-smart
agriculture(CSA).

To minimise the greenhouse gas emis-
sion effects mainly caused by the imbalance
usage of chemical fertilisers and to promote
alternative fertilisers the union government
recently caps the fertilisers subsidy up to Rs
3.69 lakh crore over three years till 2024-
25. The savings from a reduction in fertilis-
er subsidies can also be ploughed into agri-
cultural research in the face of climate
change, a threat to food, livelihood and
nutritional security for the ever-growing
population.

As per a study by the National
Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture
(NICRA), climate change is expected to
affect yields of crops such as rice, wheat, and

maize by 7-8 per cent, fruits and
vegetables by less than 15-20 per
cent by 2025. Punjab wheat produc-
tion had declined 16 per cent in five
years. The production fell from 178
lakh metric tonnes in the year
2017-18 to 149 lakh metric tonnes
in 2021-22. Studies on rice and
wheat suggest that wheat is sensi-
tive to rising maximum tempera-
tures and heat waves, while rice is
vulnerable to increased minimum
temperatures in the region.

It is hoped that The National
Research Foundation will give
impetus to research institutions, and
R&D laboratories. This requires
addressing a dissonance in research
institutes wage a grim struggle for
expertise, funds and infrastruc-
ture. By becoming a bridge between
the two and enabling the top
research institutes to hand-hold
the less well-heeled institutions. 

In India, there is little scope for
bringing in more area under culti-
vation; therefore, growth in food
grain production has to come large-
ly through productivity enhance-
ment. To enable farmers to improve
crop yield and their income, they
must have access to the latest
research and development(R&D),
which is the bedrock of sustainable
agriculture. 

MINUSCULE R&D BUDGET   
The minuscule investments in

R&D in India impede the ability of
science and technology research to
tackle multiple challenges faced by
agriculture. The central Budget
allocation for agricultural R&D is a
meagre Rs 8,368 crore in FY 2021-
22, Rs 8,513 crore in 2022-23 and
the largest share of this amount is
to the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR). A
provision of Rs 5,877.06 crore had

been made for ICAR including
salary, pension, administrative and
logistical expenses accounting for
around 80 per cent, with little left
for research. For central agricultur-
al universities budget allocation
was Rs 599.45 crore only.  

The total R&D expenditure in
India as a percentage of agricultur-
al GDP has been stagnant at 0.3 to
0.7 per cent in the last two decades.
It is much lower than in the US (2.8
per cent), China (2.5 per cent),
South Korea (4.3 per cent) and Israel
(4.2 per cent).

Interestingly, India has the
largest agricultural R&D manpow-
er that includes 27,500 scientists and
more than one lakh support staff,
not to mention several agencies in
the sector and the expenditure
involved in running them. ICAR
directly oversees 118 research insti-
tutes, including three central agri-
cultural and four deemed universi-
ties, 64 research institutes, 17 nation-
al research centres, six national
bureaus and 25 project directorates.
Besides the nationwide R&D set up
under the ICAR, there are 63 state
agricultural universities. Despite
such a large agricultural research
network, the Indian system has
failed to respond to the problems
faced by its agriculture sector -- be
it cost-effectiveness of crop produc-
tion, productivity, water scarcity,
weatherproofing etc.

Agricultural R&D, however,
still has a long way to go to move
away from the ‘business-as-usual
activities. It needs to develop an end-
to-end package of interventions
and strategic policy support, tailored
to the needs of particular crops and
agro-ecologies in specific areas.
The slogan ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan, Jai
Vigyan, Jai Anusandhan’ reiterates
the need to bolster the support for

agricultural science and technolo-
gy. 

To counter the adverse environ-
mental effects of the second-gener-
ation problems of the Green
Revolution such as land degradation
and consequently reduced soil fer-
tility, receding groundwater, factor
productivity decline and biodiver-
sity loss, a paradigm shift is need-
ed towards the promotion of sus-
tainable agriculture through conser-
vation agriculture, organic farming,
micro-irrigation, and nutrient-use
efficiency.

Resource-conserving and cli-
mate-smart technologies such as
zero-tillage, drip biofertilizers and
biopesticides now occupy the cen-
tre stage. Innovations have to be
scaled up urgently around hybrid
technology, biotechnology, protect-
ed cultivation, precision farming,
bioenergy, crop biofortification,
remote sensing, information and
communication technology, etc.
Drones, sensors, artificial intelli-
gence and the Internet of Things
hold the potential to improve effi-
ciencies in agri-food production,
post-production management and
agro-processing.

THE WAY FORWARD
To incarnate India into a $5-

trillion economy by 2024-25. The
agriculture sector should aim to
contribute at least $1 trillion to this
national effort. And to this end,
technologies arising from
enhanced investment in agricultur-
al research hold the potential to
provide the required momentum.
The bottom line is clear, National
Research Foundation could propel
R&D at large to make climate-
smart agriculture key to India’s
ambition to grow as an economic
superpower. 
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During floods, snakes
and scorpions are more
feared than the miscre-

ants here,” said a woman while
sharing the fears of defecating
outside due to the lack of toi-
lets from Musahari block in
Muzaffarpur district in Bihar.
The Musahar community, also
known as Maha Dalits, is con-
sidered one of the most under-
privileged communities in
Bihar. Unfortunately, they have
been excluded from various
cleanliness schemes in the
country, leaving them with no
choice but to continue relying
on open defecation. Struggling
with annual flooding and
being the lowest rung of the
social ladder, the marginalized
community of Musahars con-
sistently finds itself at the bot-
tom of the list when it comes
to accessing government

schemes and benefits.
In 2020, the central gov-

ernment launched Phase 2 of
the Swachh Bharat Mission
(Grameen) with a focus on
achieving Open Defecation
Free Plus (ODF Plus) status by
2024-2025. This phase aims to
ensure the sustainability of
Open Defecation Free (ODF)
status and improve Solid and
Liquid Waste Management in
rural areas.

Under Phase 1, all villages,
Gram Panchayats, Districts,
and States and Union
Territories declared themselves
as 'open defecation free' on
October 2, 2019. However,
despite this achievement, there
are still a few communities that
continue to practice open defe-
cation. This is mainly due to
their lack of access to the
Swachh Bharat Mission

scheme or because they have
been affected by natural disas-
ters, which have disrupted the
progress made.

Despite the construction
of approximately 10.9 crore
Individual Household Latrines
(IHL) across India and over 1
crore toilets in Bihar alone as
part of the Swachh Bharat
Mission, the issue of open
defecation persists in the
Musahari block. The villagers
in this region are compelled to
go out for defecation due to the
lack of toilets. Building toilets
themselves is not a feasible
option for them as their mea-
gre income primarily goes
towards their survival.
Moreover, many men from
these villages migrate to other
areas in search of better oppor-
tunities, leaving the women
behind to deal with this chal-

lenging situation. The women
in particular face the humili-
ation of encountering deroga-
tory comments from miscre-
ants.  

“Despite these challenges,
we continue to endure this
hardship, often returning
home with our heads held low,”
a woman from this block
shared. The poverty and help-
lessness caused by the flood in
this area have further exacer-
bated the lives of the people liv-
ing here. Due to their impov-
erished conditions, they lack
both permanent housing and
adequate toilet facilities. The
recurrent floods have forced
many to endure the hardships
repeatedly, leading to home-
lessness and the necessity to
defecate in the open. In
numerous villages within the
Musahari block, where hunger

and poverty prevail, the inhab-
itants live in squalor. A signif-
icant portion of the population
suffers from diseases such as
Malaria, Typhoid,
Tuberculosis, Asthma, and
Sexually Transmitted Diseases
(STDs).

In this part of the district,
poverty, disease, starvation,
and a severe lack of cleanliness
have made life miserable. This
condition is not limited to just
this block; the situation in
dozens of Musahar societies
across 16 different blocks of the
district is also extremely seri-
ous in terms of poverty, illiter-
acy, and cleanliness. Despite
the existence of many welfare
schemes and government pro-
grams aimed at benefiting
Maha Dalits, the reality of hun-
dreds of Maha Dalit settle-
ments in different districts of

Bihar is eye-opening, particu-
larly when it comes to matters
of cleanliness.

Rakesh Kumar, a resident,
lamented the perpetual misery
faced by the people in this area.
“For half the year, they suffer
from flood displacement, and
the remaining months are
dedicated to recovery. Some
endure the anguish of river
erosion, while others face the
pain of migration. With only
ten working days per month,
they are left with twenty idle
days. Consequently, educa-
tion and cleanliness are
neglected,” said Rakesh.

On a positive note, Jayanti
Devi, the head of the
Panchayat in Rajwara
Bhagwan village, has expressed
her intention to construct toi-
lets as part of a cleanliness ini-
tiative. “Many people in this

area are not fully aware of the
drawbacks associated with
open defecation. A few indi-
viduals in the village who
have some awareness have
taken the initiative to build
their own toilets. These
makeshift toilets are construct-
ed using bamboo planks and
pillars. Unfortunately, women
in the village feel ashamed to
use these toilets during the
day,” highlighted Jayanti.

The Musahar community
will continue to face chal-
lenges unless schemes are
developed that address their
specific issues. In this case,
improving access to sanitation
facilities in flood-prone areas
by constructing and promot-
ing the use of household toi-
lets and community toilets
that are resilient to flooding
can be the starting point.
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(Vandana writes stories from
rural India)
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Senior officials from Sweden
and Turkiye arrived at

NATO headquarters on
Thursday to examine Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s objections to the
Nordic country joining the
military alliance and to see
what more, if anything, could
be done to break the deadlock.

NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg is leading the
talks, which will involve the
countries’ foreign ministers,
intelligence chiefs and nation-
al security advisers.

Top officials from Finland,
which joined NATO in April
after addressing Turkiye’s con-
cerns, planned to take part.

Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan will be joined at
the meetings by Erdogan’s chief
adviser Akif Cagatay Kilic,
Deputy Foreign Minister Burak
Akcapar and the intelligence
chief, Ibrahim Kalin, according

to a foreign ministry statement.
As the officials entered

NATO headquarters in
Brussels, workers busied them-
selves inside a roped-off area
where the national flags of the
alliance’s 31 member coun-
tries fly and Sweden hopes its
flag will be hoisted once
Turkiye and Hungary ratify the
Nordic nation’s membership.

Fearing for their security,
Sweden and neighbouring
Finland ended their longstand-
ing policy of military non-
alignment after Russia invaded
Ukraine in February 2022 and
applied to join NATO.

US President Joe Biden
welcomed Sweden’s prime min-
ister to the White House on
Wednesday in a show of soli-
darity ahead of the alliance’s
two-day summit starting
Tuesday in Lithuania.

Only Turkiye and Hungary
have delayed Sweden’s mem-
bership. The other 29 allies,
Stoltenberg and Sweden have

all said the country has done
enough to satisfy Turkiye’s
demands.

Sweden has changed its
anti-terror laws and lifted an
arms embargo on Turkiye,
among other concessions.

But Turkiye accuses
Sweden of being too lenient
toward groups that Ankara
says pose a security threat,
including militant Kurdish
groups and people associated
with a 2016 coup attempt.

NATO requires the unan-
imous approval of all 31 mem-
bers to expand.

Turkiye’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said the partic-
ipants in Thursday’s talks
would review steps Finland
and Sweden took, especially in
the context of fighting terror-
ism, since the last meeting,
which was held in Ankara on
June 14.

In a new development just
before the meeting, a Turkish
man was found guilty of

attempted aggravated extor-
tion, weapons possession and
attempted terrorist financing,
saying he was acting on behalf
of the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party.

The Stockholm District
Court sentenced Yahya Güngör
to a total of 4 1/2 years in
prison for the crimes, after
which he would be expelled
from Sweden and banned from
returning.

It was the first time that a
Swedish court sentenced some-
one for terrorist financing of
the party, Judge Mans Wigen
said.

Also known as PKK, the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party has
waged an insurgency in south-
east Turkiye since 1984 and is
considered a terrorist organisa-
tion by Turkiye, the United
States and the European Union.
It’s unclear whether the
Swedish court action would
have any impact on Erdogan’s
thinking.
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Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen plans
to tell Chinese officials Washington

wants healthy economic competition but
will defend US trade curbs imposed on
security grounds and express concern
about Beijing’s export controls on met-
als used in semiconductors and solar
panels, a senior Treasury official said on
Thursday.

Yellen was due to meet on Friday
with China’s No. 2 leader, Premier Li
Qiang, as part of efforts to revive rela-
tions that are at their lowest level in
decades due to disputes over security,
technology and other irritants. Treasury
officials have said she wouldn’t meet with
Chinese leader Xi Jinping.

Washington doesn’t support decou-
pling or disconnecting US and Chinese
industries and markets and Yellen will
reiterate that message, the Treasury
official said. Businesspeople have warned
that might harm innovation and growth
as both governments tighten controls on
trade in technology and other goods
deemed sensitive.

Yellen planned to discuss “targeted
action” by Washington on trade due to
national security or human rights con-
cerns, according to the official, who
briefed reporters on condition of
anonymity.

Her visit follows one by Secretary of

State Antony Blinken, who met Xi last
month in the highest-level US visit to
Beijing in five years. The two agreed to
stabilise relations but failed to agree on
improving communications between
their militaries.

China’s government has been frus-
trated by US curbs on Chinese access to
advanced processor chips on security
grounds. That threatens to delay or derail
the ruling Communist Party’s efforts to
develop telecoms, artificial intelligence
and other technologies.

Xi accused Washington in March of
trying to hamper China’s development.

Washington doesn’t use security-
related restrictions for economic bene-
fit and considers national security “non-
negotiable”, the Treasury official said.

The United States wants “healthy
economic competition” with China but
considers some of Beijing’s trade prac-
tices unfair, the official said. 

They said Yellen would detail those
concerns in meetings with Chinese offi-
cials.
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Israeli forces shelled a south-
ern Lebanese border village

on Thursday after several
explosions were heard in a dis-
puted area where the borders
of Syria, Lebanon and Israel
meet.

Tensions continue to flare
in the border area over two
tents erected by the militant
group Hezbollah and Israel’s
building of a wall around the
Lebanese part of a village that
Israeli troops captured during
the 2006 Israel-Hezbollah war.

A Lebanese military offi-
cial who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because of
not being cleared to provide
information to journalists said
one rocket was fired toward
Israel from the border town of
Kfar Chouba and that Israeli
forces responded with two
rocket attacks.

The Israeli Defence Forces
first said no explosion took
place in its territory and only
on the Lebanese side of the
border near Ghajar.

Minutes later, it said a

Lebanese rocket landed in
Israeli territory near the bor-
der and that Israeli forces had
since shelled parts of Kfar
Chouba.

It was unclear who fired
the rocket from Lebanon. The
Lebanese army did not imme-
diately commented on the
explosions.

The UN peacekeeping
mission in southern Lebanon,
known as UNIFIL, said it
could not verify that rocket fire
caused the explosion but that
the sounds were “consistent
with a possible launch.”

UNIFIL sent peacekeepers
to investigate what happened
while the head of the mission
speaks to both Lebanese and
Israeli authorities to ease the
situation.“This incident comes
at a sensitive time and in an
area that has already experi-
enced tensions earlier this
week,” UNIFIL said in a state-
ment.

“We urge everyone to exer-
cise restraint and avoid any
action that could cause further
escalation.” Minutes after the
explosions, Iran-backed

Hezbollah issued a statement
about Israel’s wall in the village
of Ghajar.

The village is split into
Lebanese and Israeli sides
along a border known as the
blue line that was demarcated
after Israel’s withdrawal from
southern Lebanon in 2000.

“It is not just a routine
breach of what the occupation
forces are accustomed to from
time to time,” the statement
said. It did comment on the
explosions. As part of the UN
Security Council resolution
that ended the 2006 war
between Israel and Hezbollah,
Israel is to withdraw from the
northern part of Ghajar, which
has not happened.

UN peacekeeping forces in
Lebanon have called on Israel
for years to end its building
work in northern Ghajar and
to withdraw its troops.

Lebanese soldiers in Mays
al-Jabal, another border town,
obstructed an Israeli bulldoz-
er accompanied by Israeli sol-
diers on Wednesday that
reached over the technical
fence to remove plants and

trees from the Lebanese side.
The tense standoff did not

result in any clashes.
The situation also has been

heated along Chebaa Farms
and around Kfar Chouba.
Israel captured those areas
from Syria during the 1967
Mideast war, and they are part
of Syria’s Golan Heights that
Israel annexed in 1981.

The Lebanese government
says the area belongs to
Lebanon.

In early June, Israel filed a
complaint with the UN saying
that Hezbollah had set up
tents several dozen metres
(yards) inside the disputed
territory.

Israeli media have since
reported that Hezbollah
removed one of the two tents,
but the group did not confirm
the action.

Later that month, Israeli
soldiers fired tear gas to dis-
perse scores of Lebanese pro-
testers who pelted the troops
with stones along the border
near the disputed territory.
Hezbollah also shot down an
Israeli drone last month.
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Tel Aviv (AP): The United
Arab Emirates pledged
Thursday to give USD 15 mil-
lion to help rebuild the Jenin
refugee camp after the most
intense Israeli military opera-
tion in the occupied West Bank
in nearly two decades.

The funding promise
comes after the two-day offen-
sive destroyed the camp’s nar-
row roads and alleyways.

The operation, meant to
crack down on Palestinian mil-
itants after a series of recent
attacks on Israelis, sent thou-
sands of people fleeing their
homes.

Twelve Palestinians and
one Israeli soldier were killed
in the fighting.
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The death toll from a toxic
gas leak that authorities

blamed on an illegal gold pro-
cessing operation in South
Africa rose to 17, including
three children, as police
removed canisters from a
community of closely packed
shacks and sifted through evi-
dence on Thursday. The leak
of what authorities said was a
toxic nitrate gas happened on
Wednesday night in the infor-
mal Angelo settlement in
Boksburg, a city on the east-
ern outskirts of Johannesburg.

The three children who
died were ages 1, 6 and 15,
police said. At least 10 people
were hospitalised, including a
2-month-old baby, two 4 year
olds and a 9 year old, accord-
ing to Panyaza Lesufi, the
premier of Gauteng province,
who gave an update on
Thursday.

A statement from South
African President Cyri l
Ramaphosa’s office said it was
a “devastating and tragic loss
of innocent lives”.

Bodies remained on the
ground, some of them covered
in sheets or blankets, for hours
after the gas leak was report-
ed around 8 pm on
Wednesday as emergency ser-
vice responders waited for
forensic investigators and
pathologists to do their work.

“It’s not a nice scene at all.
… It’s painful, emotionally
draining and tragic,” Lesufi
was quoted as saying in news
reports as he visited the settle-
ment on Wednesday night.

An Associated Press jour-
nalist saw a forensic investiga-
tor covering the body of a
small child with a blanket.
Another body, covered in a
white cloth with a shoe stick-
ing out, lay under a strip of
yellow police tape cordoning
off the area. The bodies even-
tually were removed.

Search teams combed the
area deep into the night look-
ing for other possible casual-
ties. Authorities didn’t say if
the people engaged in the
illegal gold processing thought

to have caused the gas leak
were among the dead, but
police opened a criminal case.
Investigators made their way
through narrow al leys
between shacks and other
makeshift homes that were
dark due to a lack of street-
lights, a common situation in
the deeply impoverished
informal settlements found
in and around South Africa’s
cities.

Emergency ser vices
spokesman William Ntladi
said the deaths were caused by
the inhalation of nitrate gas
that leaked from a gas cylin-
der being kept in a shack
where illegal miners were sep-
arating gold from rock and
dirt. He said the leak had
emptied the canister.

Lesufi, the Gauteng pre-
mier, tweeted videos that
showed the dusty inside of the
shack and at least four gas
cylinders on metal stands.
The footage included what
Lesufi said was the cylinder
that leaked lying on the floor
next to the shack’s entrance.

The search teams con-
centrated on an area stretch-
ing out 100 metres (yards)
from the cylinder to check for
more dead or injured people,
Ntaldi said.

Police later began tearing
down the shack, and Lesufi
said all gas cylinders were
removed from the site.

Illegal mining is rife in the
gold-rich areas around
Johannesburg, where miners
go into closed off and disused
mines to search for any
deposits left over. They then
attempt to process some of
that gold in secret, often in
makeshift and highly dan-
gerous facilities. Mining fatal-
ities underground are also
common and the South
African government depart-
ment responsible for mining
announced recently that at
least 31 illegal miners were
believed to have died in a gas
explosion in a disused mine in
the city of Welkom in central
South Africa in May. The
cause was methane gas, the
mining department said.
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Earth’s average temperature
remained at a record high

on Wednesday, after two days
in which the planet reached
unofficial records. It’s the latest
marker in a series of climate-
change-driven extremes.  The
average global temperature was
17.18 Celsius (62.9 degrees
Fahrenheit), according to the
University of Maine’s Climate
Reanalyzer, a tool that uses
satellite data and computer
simulations to measure the
world’s condition.

That matched a record set
on Tuesday of 17.18 Celsius
(62.9 Fahrenheit), and came
after a previous record of 17.01
Celsius (62.6 degrees
Fahrenheit) was set on
Monday.

Scientists have warned for
months that 2023 could see

record heat as human-caused
climate change, driven largely
by the burning of fossil fuels
like coal, natural gas and oil,
warmed the atmosphere.

They also noted that La
Nina, the natural cooling of the
ocean that had acted as a
counter to that warming, was
giving way to El Nino, the
reverse phenomenon marked
by warming oceans. The North
Atlantic has seen record

warmth this year.
“A record like this is anoth-

er piece of evidence for the now
massively supported proposi-
tion that global warming is
pushing us into a hotter future,”
said Stanford University cli-
mate scientist Chris Field, who
was not part of the calculations.

University of Maine cli-
mate scientist Sean Birkle, cre-
ator of the Climate Reanalyzer,
said the daily figures are unof-
ficial but a useful snapshot of
what’s happening in a warming
world.

While the figures are not
an official government record,
“this is showing us an indica-
tion of where we are right
now,” said National Oceanic
and Atmospheric
Administration chief scientist
Sarah Kapnick. And NOAA
indicated it will take the figures
into consideration for its offi-
cial record calculations.

���� ������

Meta has unveiled an app
called Threads to rival

Twitter, targeting users looking
for an alternative to the social
media platform owned — and
frequently changed — by Elon
Musk.  Threads is billed as a
text-based version of Meta’s
photo-sharing app Instagram
that the company says provides
“a new, separate space for real-
time updates and public con-
versations.” 

It went live late Wednesday
in Apple and Google Android
app stores, with CEO Mark
Zuckerberg saying 10 million
people had signed up in the
first seven hours. There were
some early glitches, including
Zuckerberg’s posts — or
Threads as they’re dubbed —
not loading in several places
including the United Kingdom,
India and Lebanon. But his
replies to other users did
appear. Threads launched in

more than 100 countries —
including the US., Britain,
Australia, Canada and Japan —
and has already drawn celebri-
ty users like chef Gordon
Ramsay, pop star Shakira and
actor Jack Black as well as
accounts from Airbnb,
Guinness World Records,
Netflix, Vogue magazine and
other media outlets.

The Twitter-like
microblogging experience sug-
gests that Meta Platforms has
been gearing up to directly
challenge the platform after
Musk’s tumultuous ownership
has resulted in a series of
unpopular changes that have
turned off users and advertis-
ers.

Zuckerberg said in some
early replies on Threads that
he’s focused on making the app
“a friendly place,” which will
“ultimately be the key to its suc-
cess.” “That’s one reason why
Twitter never succeeded as
much as I think it should have,

and we want to do it different-
ly,” he wrote. On Threads,
there are buttons to like, repost,
reply to or quote a thread, and
users see the number of likes
and replies that a post has
received.

Posts are limited to 500
characters, which is more than
Twitter’s 280-character thresh-
old, and can include links,
photos and videos up to five
minutes long.

Despite that, Meta said its
“vision is that Threads will be
a new app more focused on text
and dialogue, modeled after
what Instagram has done for

photo and video.” Instagram
users will be able to log in with
their existing usernames and
follow the same accounts on
the new app. New users will
have to set up an Instagram
account.Meta emphasized
measures to keep users safe,
including enforcing Instagram’s
community guidelines and pro-
viding tools to control who can
mention or reply to users. 

Meta’s new offering, how-
ever, has raised data privacy
concerns. Threads could collect
a wide range of personal infor-
mation, including health,
financial, contacts, browsing
and search history, location
data, purchases and “sensitive
info,” according to its data pri-
vacy disclosure on the App
Store. Twitter co-founder Jack
Dorsey pointed it out in a
snarky tweet saying, “All your
Threads are belong to us” that
included a screenshot of the
disclosure. Musk replied “yeah.” 

One place Threads won’t

be rolled out is in the European
Union, which has strict data
privacy rules. Meta has
informed Ireland’s Data Privacy
Commission that it has no
plans yet to launch Threads in
the 27-nation bloc, commission
spokesman Graham Doyle
said. The Irish watchdog is
Meta’s main privacy regulator
for the EU because the compa-
ny’s regional headquarters is
based in Dublin. 

The company is working
on rolling the app out to more
countries but pointed to regu-
latory uncertainty for its deci-
sion to hold off on a European
launch.  Analysts said its suc-
cess is far from guaranteed, cit-
ing Meta’s track record of start-
ing standalone apps that were
later shut down. Also in ques-
tion is whether it’s the right
move for Meta, which
announced tens of thousands
of layoffs over the past year
amid a tech industry slow-
down. 
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In a horrific act of vengeance,
a 21-year-old Indian nursing

student in Australia was
abducted by her jilted ex-
boyfriend from India, driven
nearly 650 km and buried alive
in South Australia state’s
remote Flinders Ranges, a court
has heard.

Jasmeen Kaur from
Adelaide City was killed by
Tarikjot Singh in March 2021,
a month after reporting him to
the police for stalking.

Kaur was abducted from
her workplace on March 5,
2021, and driven more than
400 miles (644 km) while
bound with cable ties in the
boot of a car Singh had bor-
rowed from his flatmate,
news.com.au portal and other
websites reported on
Wednesday.

He buried Kaur in a shal-
low grave after making “super-
ficial” cuts to her throat which

were not enough to kill her and
she was aware of her sur-
roundings when she died at
some point on March 6. Singh
pleaded guilty to the murder
but the horrific details of his
crime came to light during sen-
tencing submissions at the
Supreme Court on Wednesday. 

Prosecutor Carmen Matteo
said the murder was “not effi-
cient” and Kaur was “made to
suffer”.

“She had to have been con-
sciously suffering what could
only be described as the
absolute terror of breathing in
and swallowing soil and dying
in that way,” Matteo said.

Kaur’s family, including
her mother, were in the court
to hear the sentencing submis-
sions.

The court heard Singh
planned the killing because he
was unable to get over the
breakdown of their relation-
ship.

“The way in which Kaur
was killed involved, really, an
uncommon level of cruelty,”
Matteo said.

“It’s not known when her
throat was cut, it’s not known
when or how she got into or
was placed into that burial
grave, and it’s not known when
that was dug, other than the
prosecution says it had to have
been while she was still alive
and in preparation for her bur-
ial.

“[It was] a killing that was
committed as an act of
vengeance or as an act of
revenge,” she said.

Singh wrote several mes-
sages to Kaur in the lead-up to
her death that he never ended
up sending.

“Your bad luck that I am
still alive, cheap, wait and
watch, will get the answer,
each and every single one will
get the answer,” one message
said.

Washington (PTI): The Dalai
Lama’s kindness and humility
serve as an inspiration to many
around the world, US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken said on
Thursday as he greeted the
India-based Tibetan spiritual
leader on his 88th birthday.

Blinken also said the
United States is unwavering in
its commitment to support the
linguistic, cultural, and reli-
gious identity of Tibetans,
including the ability to freely
choose and venerate their reli-
gious leaders without interfer-
ence.“I extend my warmest
wishes to His Holiness the
Dalai Lama on the occasion of
his 88th birthday, an auspicious
day for the Tibetan communi-
ty,” he said.

“His Holiness’s kindness
and humility serve as an inspi-
ration to many around the
world, and I have deep admi-

ration for his ongoing commit-
ment to peace and nonvio-
lence,” Blinken said in a state-
ment.

The 14th Dalai Lama fled
to India in 1959 following a
Chinese crackdown on an
uprising by the local population
in Tibet. India granted him
political asylum and the
Tibetan government-in-exile
has been based in Dharamsala
in Himachal Pradesh since
then.

.�������	!��������	3����	A�����+	���
�+	�������	��	9��&���	�������	�������������	�������	��	A���	A���$���+	������+
'�������	�������	� 	�
�	'�����$���	� 	�������������	6����$��	%��������	� 	�
���=�	)�������	� 	7������+	�����	��+
��	9��&���+	�
���	��	.
���"��B	 ��������

)���	�����	��$	��	.#�����	#��
	�����
	� 	C.
���"�(

'����	��$�

�	����	����&���
���
�������#;?
���
��
�����
,������
�����
London (AP): An 8-year-old
girl was killed on Thursday
when an SUV crashed into a
private elementary school on a
very narrow road in the
Wimbledon district of south-
west London, police said. The
crash wasn’t believed to be
terrorism, and the driver was
taken into custody.

The girl died at the scene,
Detective Chief Superintendent
Clair Kelland said at a briefing
near the site. “Our thoughts are
with her family at this incred-
ibly difficult time,” said a visi-
bly shaken Kelland, who is the
Metropolitan Police force’s local
commander for southwest
London.

“The driver of a car, a
woman in her 40s, stopped at
the scene and has since been
arrested for causing death by
dangerous driving and remains
in police custody.”

She confirmed that the
crash wasn’t being treated as
terror-related, but urged peo-
ple not to speculate as to what
happened.

John Martin, chief para-
medic for London Ambulance
Service, said that 16 people
were treated at the scene, 10 of
whom were hospitalised.

Police were called to The
Study Preparatory School, a
private all-girls school, at 9.54
am, along with paramedics on
the ground and air ambu-
lances.

Stephen Hammond,
Wimbledon’s representative in
Parliament, said the section of
the school where the crash took
place caters to younger children
between the ages of 4 and 8.

The crash occurred about
a mile away from the All
England Lawn Tennis and
Croquet Club, which is hosting
the world-famous Wimbledon
tennis tournament.Unlike the
grand slam event, the school is
located in a fairly remote area
surrounded by local parks,
horse trails and golf
courses.Police have extended a
large cordon around the school
and television pictures from
overhead showed the SUV,
which appeared to be a Land
Rover, up against the wall of the
building. 
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Children experienced the
highest number of “grave

violations” in conflicts verified
by the United Nations in 2022,
with the conflicts between
Israeli and Palestinians and in
Congo and Somalia putting the
most youngsters in peril, the
UN children’s agency said.

UNICEF also expressed
particular concern about their
plight in Haiti,  Nigeria,
Ethiopia, Mozambique and
Ukraine, where Russia has
been put on the UN blacklist.

“Grave violations” include
the recruitment and use of
children by combatants,
killings and injuries, sexual
violence, abductions and
attacks on schools and hospi-
tals.

Omar Abdi, UNICEF’s
deputy executive director, told
the UN Security Council on
Wednesday that the more than
27,000 grave violations, up

from 24,000 the previous year,
are the highest number verified
by the UN since its monitoring
reports began in 2005. The
number of conflict situations
“of concern” was also the high-
est — at 26. Since the report,
Abdi said, a serious conflict has
erupted in Sudan where over 1
million children have been
displaced by violent conflict
and the UN has received
reports that hundreds have
been killed and injured. He
also said UNICEF expects an
increase in Palestinian children
affected due to recent escala-
tions in violence.

Government and parties to
conflicts are not fulfilling their
commitments to protect chil-
dren, and “meaningful and
unambiguous action” is need-
ed, the UNICEF official said.

In his yearly report to the
council late last month,
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres put Russian forces on
the UN’s annual blacklist of

countries that violate chil-
dren’s rights in conflict for
killing boys and girls and
attacking schools and hospitals
in Ukraine. 

But the UN chief did not
put Israel on the blacklist for
grave violations against 1,139
Palestinian children, including
54 killings last year — as sup-
porters had hoped — saying
the UN welcomed its “identi-
fication of practical measures
including those proposed by
the UN” to protect children.

The UN special envoy for
children in armed conflict,
Virginia Gamba, told the coun-
cil that the 27,180 grave viola-
tions in 2022 were carried out
against 18,890 children and
included 8,620 who were killed
or injured, 7,622 who were
recruited or used by govern-
ments or armed groups in
conflicts, 3,985 who were
abducted, 1,165, almost all of
them girls, who were raped,
forced into marriage or sexu-

al slavery or sexually assault-
ed. The United Nations also
verified attacks on 1,163
schools and 647 hospitals, a
112 per cent increase from
2021, she said.

While armed groups were
responsible for 50 per cent of
grave violations, Gamba
underscored that governments
were the main perpetrators of
the killing and maiming of
children and of attacks on
schools and hospitals.

Gamba said, for example,
last year three girls were gang-
raped in South Sudan “during
five days of terror”, many boys
were killed by an explosive
device at a school in
Afghanistan, a 14-year-old girl
in Myanmar was abducted
and burned alive, and an
airstrike in Ukraine left a girl
with amputated limbs.

“We must do more to pre-
vent and protect our children
from the ravages of armed
conflict,” she said.
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The mercenary leader who
led a short-lived mutiny

against the Kremlin is in Russia
and his Wagner troops are in
their field camps, the president
of Belarus said on Thursday,
raising new questions about
the deal that ended the extra-
ordinary challenge to President
Vladimir Putin’s rule.

Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko’s claim
could not be independently
verified, and the Kremlin
refused to comment on
Yevgeny Prigozhin’s where-
abouts.

It was not clear if travelling
to Russia would violate the
deal,  which allowed the
Wagner chief to move to
Belarus in exchange for ending
the rebellion and a promise of
amnesty for him and his
troops.

Few details of the agree-
ment brokered by Lukashenko
have emerged. Last week,
Lukashenko said the merce-
nary leader was in Belarus.

Russian media later
reported he was seen at his
offices in St. Petersburg, a sign

that the deal may have allowed
him to finalise his affairs in
Russia.

On Thursday, Lukashenko
told international reporters
that the mercenary leader was
in St. Petersburg and Wagner’s
troops were in their camps.

He did not specify the
location of the camps, but
Prigozhin’s mercenaries fought
alongside Russian forces in
eastern Ukraine before their
revolt and also have bases on
the Russian territory.

Asked about where
Prigozhin is,  Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
refused to comment, but reaf-
firmed that the deal that ended
the mutiny envisaged his move
to Belarus.

Lukashenko said his gov-
ernment offered Wagner, a
private military contractor that
has sent troops around the
world to fight for Russia’s
interests, the use of Belarusian
military camps but the compa-
ny had not made a final deci-
sion.

He also said that Prigozhin
has been given back the cash
and weapons that were confis-
cated by Russian authorities.

Russian online newspaper
Fontanka posted videos and
photos of Prigozhin’s opulent
mansion in Russia’s second-
largest city and some person-
al items.

It also published a collec-
tion of selfies that showed
him posing in various wigs and
foreign uniforms, an apparent
reflection of Wagner’s deploy-
ments to Syria and several

African countries.
Asked if Prigozhin and

his mercenaries would eventu-
ally move to Belarus,
Lukashenko answered evasive-
ly that it would depend on the
decisions of the Wagner chief
and the Russian government.

The Belarusian leader said
he doesn’t think the mercenar-
ies’ presence in Belarus would
lead to the destabilisation of his

country and said any Wagner
troops there would be required
to sign a contract with
Belarusian authorities that
would outline conditions and
limitations of their actions.

He dismissed the sugges-
tions that the mercenaries
could attack Ukraine from
Belarusian territory, which
Russian troops used as a stag-
ing ground ahead of their
invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022. Moscow has
also maintained military pres-
ence in Belarus.

During their short revolt,
Prigozhin’s mercenaries quick-
ly swept through the southern
Russian city of Rostov-on-
Don and captured the military
headquarters there before
marching to within about 200
kilometres (125 miles) of the
Russian capital. Prigozhin
described it as a “march of jus-
tice” to oust the Russian
defense minister and the
General Staff chief.

The Wagner fighters faced
little resistance, smashing occa-
sional roadblocks and downing
at least six helicopters and a
command post aircraft, killing
at least 10 airmen.

When the deal was struck,
the Wagner chief ordered his
troops to return to their camps.

The abortive rebellion rep-
resented the biggest threat to
Putin in his more than two
decades in power, exposing his
weakness and eroding the
Kremlin’s authority.

Lukashenko said he
warned Prigozhin that he and
his troops would be destroyed
if they failed to make a deal to
end their mutiny and that
Belarus would send a brigade
to help protect Moscow.

“It was necessary to nip it
in the bud. It was very danger-
ous, as history shows,”
Lukashenko said.

Asked about the deploy-
ment of Russia’s tactical nuclear
weapons to Belarus,
Lukashenko said they are
intended to deter any aggres-
sion against the country.

Putin and Lukashenko
both have said that some of
them already have been moved
to Belarus. “These weapons
serve strictly defensive purpos-
es,” he said, adding that if
Belarus faces an aggression,
“the answer will come 
instantly.”
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Russia fired cruise missiles
on Thursday at a western

Ukraine city far from the front
line of the war, killing at least
four people in an apartment
building in what officials said
was the heaviest attack on
civilian areas of Lviv since the
Kremlin’s forces invaded the
country last year.

The nighttime attack
destroyed the roof and the top
two floors of a residential
building, injuring 34 people.
Emergency crews with search
dogs went through the rubble.
The youngest victim was 21
years old and the oldest was 95,
according to Maksym
Kozytskyi, head of Regional
Military Administration.

“This woman survived the
Second World War but, unfor-
tunately, she didn’t survive”
Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, Kozytskyi said.Debris
and wrecked parked cars lined
the street outside the building,
which overlooks a small neigh-
bourhood park with swings
and climbing frames amid
trees. Lviv Mayor Andriy
Sadovyi said around 60 apart-
ments and 50 cars in the area
of strike were damaged. He
announced two days of official
mourning. US Ambassador to
Ukraine Bridget Brink
described the attack as
“vicious”.

“Russia’s repeated attacks
on civilians are absolutely hor-
rifying,” she tweeted.

Ukraine’s air force report-

ed it intercepted seven of the 10
Kalibr cruise missiles that
Russia fired from Black Sea
toward the Lviv region and its
namesake city — more than
800 kilometers (500 miles)
away — around 1 am on
Thursday.

The Kremlin’s forces have
repeatedly hit civilian areas
during the war, though Russian
officials say they choose only
targets of military value.

Lviv is near the western
border with Poland and is
more than 500 kilometers (300
miles) from the front lines of
the war in eastern and south-
ern Ukraine, where Kyiv’s
counteroffensive to dislodge
Russian forces is in its early
stages. Sadovyi, the mayor,
addressed residents in a video
message, saying the attack was
the largest on Lviv’s civilian
infrastructure since the begin-
ning of last year’s invasion.

“Russians are hitting us.
That’s how they love us. I’m
sorry for those people who
were killed. They were young.
So sorry for them,” said Ganna
Fedorenko, a local resident,
holding her hands crossed on
her chest. She received injuries
on her face, and an adhesive
plaster turned red with blood
on her right cheek. “This is ter-
rible. They hit civilians.”

The Ministry of Internal
Affairs said 64 people had to
leave their homes. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy promised “a
response to the enemy. A tan-
gible one”.
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Apair of Russia navy ships
are visiting China as the

countries reaffirm their mili-
tary ties amid Russia’s war in
Ukraine. The Cold War-era
frigates Gromkiy and
Otlichnyy arrived in the finan-
cial hub of Shanghai, China’s
largest city and biggest port, on
Wednesday for a seven-day
visit. 

Following the port call, the
ships will conduct joint drills
with their Chinese counter-
parts focusing on ship-to-ship
communications, maneuver-
ing in formation and maritime
search and rescue, state televi-
sion’s military channel report-
ed Thursday. 

The visit follows a meeting
Monday in Beijing between
China’s defense minister and
the head of Russia’s navy, the
first formal military talks
between the friendly neigh-
bors since a short-lived mutiny
by the Russian mercenary
group Wagner. 

China has reassured
Russia of its continued support

since the uprising, and
Minister of National Defense
Li Shangfu told Russian Adm.
Nikolai Yevmenov that China
hoped for increased
exchanges, joint exercises and
other forms of cooperation to
help defense ties “reach a new
level,” the Chinese Defense
Ministry said.

“The Chinese and Russian
navies have close exchanges
and frequent interactions,” the
ministry quoted Li as saying.

“It is hoped that the two sides
will strengthen communica-
tion at all levels, regularly
organize joint training, joint
patrols and joint war games.”

China operates the world’s
largest navy by number of
hulls and vastly outstrips
Russia’s navy in both size and
technical ability. The countries’
fleets have held a series of
exercises and joint maneu-
vers since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine last year, as have their

air forces.
In February, Russia and

China joined with the South
African navy for drills off the
African coast in what the
South African opposition said
was tantamount to an endorse-
ment of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

The military cooperation
embodies the Chinese and
Russian governments’ infor-
mal alliance. They also align
their foreign policies and posi-
tions at the United Nations,
where Beijing has consistent-
ly provided 
diplomatic cover for 
Moscow. While saying it is
neutral in the Ukraine war,
China has stood solidly beside
Russia, accusing the US and
NATO of provoking Moscow
and of fueling the bloodshed
by helping arm
Ukraine.Despite that, China
has repeatedly said it would
not provide arms to either side
in the conflict and would pay
close attention to the export of
“dual-use” items that could be
adapted for military 
purposes.
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Islamabad (PTI): A Pakistani
court here on Thursday accept-
ed former prime minister
Imran Khan’s plea for person-
al exemption from the
Toshakhana corruption case
hearing, ordering his appear-
ance before the court on Friday.

Khan, 70, was to appear in
person before the Additional
District and Sessions Court in
Islamabad on Thursday.

The Toshakhana issue over
the sale of state gifts received by
the cricketer-turned-politician
became a major issue in nation-
al politics after the Election
Commission of Pakistan dis-
qualified Khan for making
“false statements and incor-
rect declaration”. Khan has been

accused of misusing his 2018 to
2022 premiership to buy and
sell gifts in state possession that
were received during visits
abroad and worth more than Rs
140 million (USD 635,000).

The Toshakhana is a
department under the admin-
istrative control of the Cabinet
Division and stores precious
gifts given to rulers, parliamen-
tarians, bureaucrats, and offi-
cials by heads of other govern-
ments and states and foreign
dignitaries.

A sessions court in
Islamabad on Thursday grant-
ed an exemption to the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman and former prime
minister after his counsel Gohar

Ali Khan told Additional
District and Sessions Judge
Humayun Dilawar that his
client was due to appear before
the Lahore High Court and
requested the court to fix any
date for hearing after July 10.

The court accepted the plea
for personal exemption from
the Toshakhana case hearing,
ordering Khan’s appearance
before the court on Friday, the
Dawn newspaper reported.
Despite the request for extend-
ed exemption, the court grant-
ed PTI chief Khan a day-long
exemption while instructing
his counsel to ensure the former
prime minister’s presence in
court the following day, the
report added.

Washington (AP): Russian
fighter jets flew dangerously
close to several US drone air-
craft over Syria, setting off flares
and forcing the MQ-9 Reapers
to take evasive maneuvers, the
Air Force said.

US Air Forces Central
released a video of the
encounter that took place on
Wednesday, showing a Russian
SU-35 fighter closing in on a
Reaper, and later showed a
number of the so-called para-
chute flares moving into the
drone’s flight path. The flares are
attached to parachutes.

Lt. Gen. Alex Grynkewich,
commander of 9th Air Force in
the Middle East, said three of
the US drones were operating
over Syria after 10:30 am local
time, on a mission against the
Islamic State group which was
not detailed, when three of the
Russian aircraft “began harass-
ing the drones”. In a statement,
Grynkewich said one of the
Russian pilots moved their air-
craft in front of a drone and
engaged the SU-35’s afterburn-
er, which greatly increases its
speed and air pressure. The jet
blast from the afterburner can

potentially damage the Reaper’s
electronics, and Grynkewich
said it reduced the drone oper-
ator’s ability to safely operate the
aircraft.

“Russian military aircraft
engaged in unsafe and unprofes-
sional behaviour while interact-
ing with US aircraft in Syria,” he
said, adding that the actions
threaten the safety of the US and
Russian forces. “We urge
Russian forces in Syria to cease
this reckless behaviour and
adhere to the standards of
behaviour expected of a profes-
sional air force so we can
resume our focus on the endur-
ing defeat of ISIS.”

Army Gen. Erik Kurilla,
head of US Central Command,
said in a statement that Russia’s
violation of ongoing efforts to
clear the airspace over Syria
“increases the risk of escalation
or miscalculation”. About 900
US forces are deployed to Syria
to work with the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces bat-
tling the Islamic State militants
there. No other details about the
drone operation were provided,
and it’s not clear where over
Syria the incidents took place. 
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Islamabad (PTI) Pakistan’s
former prime minister Imran
Khan has been named in six
cases, including three under the
tough Anti-Terrorism Act, for
the unprecedented attack on
the General Headquarters
(GHQ) of the army in
Rawalpindi on May 9, a media
report said on Thursday.

Supporters of Khan, also
chief of the Pakistan-Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party, breached the
gates of the Pakistan Army’s
GHQ in Rawalpindi on May 9,
dubbed as a  “Black Day” by the
powerful military. The joint
investigation teams (JITs) are
investigating all the cases,
including the attacks on military
installations and the incident of
arson at a metro station, Geo
News quoted sources as saying.
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Equity benchmark indices
scaled fresh all-time clos-
ing highs on Thursday,

driven by unabated foreign fund
inflows and buying in index
major Reliance Industries.

Defying a weak trend in the
global markets, the 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed 339.60
points or 0.52 per cent to settle
at its new all-time closing high
of 65,785.64. During the day, the
benchmark jumped 386.94
points or 0.59 per cent to hit its
lifetime intra-day peak of
65,832.98.

The NSE Nifty rallied 98.80
points or 0.51 per cent to end at
a new record high of 19,497.30.
In intra-day, it advanced 113.7
points or 0.58 per cent to reach
its all-time intra-day peak of
19,512.20.

From the Sensex pack,
Mahindra & Mahindra emerged
as the biggest gainer, climbing
nearly 5 per cent. Power Grid,
Tata Motors, Reliance Industries,
NTPC, Axis Bank, Nestle, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Asian Paints
and Wipro were among the
other major gainers.

Maruti, HCL Technologies,
Bajaj Finance, IndusInd Bank,
Infosys and Tata Steel were
among the laggards.

In the broader market, the
BSE midCap gauge climbed
0.79 per cent and smallcap
index advanced 0.67 per cent.

Among the indices, utilities
rallied 2.44 per cent, realty jum-
ped 2.17 per cent, oil & gas
advanced 2 per cent, power
climbed 1.96 per cent, energy
(1.84 per cent), auto (1.20 per
cent) and healthcare (1.05 per
cent).

IT emerged as the only lag-
gard among the indices, falling
marginally by 0.05 per cent.

A total of 2,049 stocks

advanced while 1,401 declined
and 146 remained unchanged
on the BSE. Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) continued their
buying activity as they bought
equities worth Rs 2,641.05 crore
on Thursday, according to
exchange data.

“Foreign investors continue
to provide unwavering support
to the domestic market, helping
to sustain the ongoing rally
despite weak global cues. Global
markets are displaying a nega-
tive trend, influenced by hawk-
ish Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) minutes
and US-China tensions,” said

Vinod Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong ended lower.

Equity markets in Europe
were trading lower. The US
markets ended in the negative
territory on Wednesday.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.27 per cent to
USD 76.86 a barrel.

The BSE benchmark had
dipped 33.01 points or 0.05 per
cent to settle at 65,446.04 on
Wednesday. The Nifty eked out
marginal gains of 9.50 points or
0.05 per cent to end at 19,398.50. 
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In order to check fake registration, the
GST Council is likely to reduce the time

period to 30 days, from 45 days currently,
for submission of PAN-linked bank
account details of the person seeking reg-
istration with tax authorities.

The Council, in its meeting on July
11, is likely to provide for mandatory
physical verification of the business
premises of “high risk” applicants before
granting of GST registration.

Also, the GST Rules are likely to be
amended to state that person whose busi-
ness premises is being verified should not
be present at the spot during the physi-
cal verification.

The changes proposed by the Law
Committee, comprising officers from
Centre and states, with a view to contain
fake registration under Goods and
Services Tax (GST), would be considered
by the Union finance minister-chaired
GST Council.

The central and state GST officers are
currently undertaking a special drive to
catch fake registration. During the drive
so far, 17,000 GSTINs were found to be
non-existent. Of this, 11,015 GSTINs
have been suspended and 4,972 have
been cancelled, while Rs 15,000 crore tax
evasion have been detected.

Sources said in light of several cases
of unscrupulous elements obtaining
fake/ bogus GST registration, it is desir-
able to strengthen the process of regis-
tration under GST by amending provi-
sions of Central GST Rules, wherever
required.

As per the existing GST Rules, a reg-
istered person is required to furnish
details of PAN-linked bank account,
which is in name of the registered per-

son, within a period of 45 days from grant
of registration or the date on which
returns are due to be furnished, whichev-
er is earlier.

The Law Committee suggested that
the time period be reduced to 30 days
from the date of outward supplies of
goods or services in GSTR-1 or using
invoice furnishing facility, whichever is
earlier.

In case of a proprietorship concern,

the Permanent Account Number (PAN)
of the proprietor shall also be linked with
the Aadhaar number of the proprietor.

In ‘high risk’ cases, the Law
Committee suggested that the registra-
tion shall be granted within 30 days of
application, after physical verification of
the place of business.

The Committee was also of the opin-
ion that the requirement of physical ver-
ification of business premises in the pres-
ence of the applicant poses “risk of
manipulation by unscrupulous applicants
making temporary arrangements in
anticipation of the officer as well as risk
of undue delays in case of wilful absence
of the applicant”.

Accordingly, the Committee rec-
ommended to the Council that the
requirement of the presence of the appli-
cant for physical verification of business
premises may be done away with, sources
said. A final decision on the recom-
mendation of the Law Committee will be
taken at the 50th GST Council meeting
on Tuesday. 
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Retail inflation is likely to have
remained flat at 4.26 per cent

in June compared to May, British
brokerage Barclays has said,
despite soaring vegetable prices
and steady fuel prices.

The food and fuel baskets
constitute almost 60 per cent of
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI).

In a note on Wednesday,
Barclays India economists led by
its head Rahul Bajoria said that
retail inflation was likely flat in
June compared to 4.25 per cent
in May, even though food prices
have been trending higher amid
broadly stable energy costs and
steady core inflation.

It can be noted that veg-
etable prices led by tomato,
potato and onion have remained
high in recent weeks. The price

of tomatoes has crossed even Rs
140 per kilogram in many mar-
kets as the monsoon played tru-
ant in June.

“We expect CPI inflation to
have remained steady in June,
with headline inflation at 4.26
per cent versus 4.25 per cent in
May.

“This lack of change in
headline inflation masks a
sequential pick up in food prices,
which we estimate pushed up
the headline index by 0.53 per
cent month-on-month as
against 0.51 per cent in May,” as
per the note.

According to Barclays, RBI’s
preferred core inflation is
expected to remain flat at 5.17
per cent in June compared to
5.15 per cent in May.

Price rise is likely to con-
tinue in clothing and footwear,
health and education, household

goods and recreation. But, part
of that increase will be season-
al, owing to higher demand for
consumer durable appliances
and recreation activities in the
summer, it added.

The on-month rise is part-
ly seasonal as warm weather is
leading to higher prices for per-
ishable food items such as toma-

to. In addition, prices for some
non-perishable food also rose as
did prices of consumer durable
goods and electricity tariffs in a
modest manner, the economists
noted.

Despite these factors, they
expect food inflation to be flat-
tish at 3.5 per cent in June as
against 3.3 per cent in May,

mostly reflecting a higher base.
Sequentially, they estimate food
prices rose faster in June than in
May when it rose 1.1 per cent,
making it the highest level since
May 2022.

Within the food basket,
momentum varies with persis-
tent price rises being seen in per-
ishables such as fruits and veg-
etables, plant and meat protein
(pulses, milk and meat, fish
and eggs) and spices. Price of
cooking oil is likely the only
component that declined further
in June, amid falling interna-
tional prices, as per the note.

On the fuel inflation,
Barclays said it expects some off-
set in electricity tariffs in states
like Karnataka but a further
spike in Tamil Nadu and Delhi.
Still, overall fuel inflation is
likely to fall to 3.4 per cent in
June from 4.6 per cent in May. 
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Unseasonal rains have made
this summer a challenging

one for beverages major Coca-
Cola India although sales
became better as the season pro-
gressed, according to Vice
President Sundeep Bajoria.

The company also believes
that consumers will not jump
the gun on the issue of the arti-
ficial sweetener aspartame,
which according to reports may
be declared “possibly carcino-
genic to humans”.

The current summer season
was “challenging” due to weath-
er changes and drop in temper-
ature. However, the company’s
performance in the summer
season was better when it exit-
ed than it entered, said.

“It was one of the challeng-
ing summer seasons, but we
ended better from where we
started off,” he said on the side-
lines of an event organised here-
by the Indian Beverage
Association.

There is no way out of such
sudden change in the weather
conditions and the country has
seen summer rains after every
few years, he said, adding the
beverage players have to make
sure that they are better con-
nected with the consumers.

Bajoria did not elaborate the
challenge the company faced but
said it was across its beverage
products including fizz and fruit
juices.

Summer season would
remain to be a big driver of con-
sumption for the beverage

industry, particularly for away-
from-home channels, he added.

When asked about the
reports over aspartame, which is
used in Diet Coke as an artifi-
cial sweetener, he declined to
comment.

According to him, this is
based on some leaks. “Let’s wait
for the new report and we will
know how it is and then will be
in a better position to actually
talk about..., Bajoria said.

Bajoria also denied any
impact on the sales and said con-
sumers are now very savvy and
smart and “are so much used to
a lot of different views and they
are able to move on”.

“I think everyone the con-
sumers, even the discerning
ones, would be waiting for the
reality and truth,” he said,
adding, “There is no reaction
from the regulators from India
and no reaction from any of the
global regulators. I do not see
consumer jumping the gun,” he
said.

The company would wait
for the “truth to be out fully and
we will be in shape...”.

Coca-Cola has plans to roll
out low-sugar/no-sugar vari-
ants across its brands in India,
which is a big market for the
company for its aerated drinks.

“Choice would be always
there,” he said, adding, “We
have a lot of plans. The pipeline
is very busy. The sequence of
which one comes first and which
one comes later depends on a lot
of factors not only on a leak but
supply chain readiness and bot-
tler alignment etc.”
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The Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) will

soon roll out mandatory quality control and
safety standards for a number of household
electrical appliances, a senior official said on
Thursday. The move is aimed at containing
the import of sub-standard goods from
countries like China and boost domestic
manufacturing.

These products, which are divided
under six categories, include Vacuum
Cleaners, Electrical Shavers Hair, Massage
Appliances, Electric Steam Cookers, Electric
Heating Tools, Electric Coffee Makers, and
Electric Food Processors.

Most of the imports are coming from
China. As many as 85 standards will be cov-
ered under one quality control order for safe-
ty of household, commercial and similar
electrical appliances, Joint Secretary in the
DPIIT Sanjiv told PTI.

He said that the move will help in
addressing safety concerns about these
products.

Sanjiv also held a stakeholder consul-
tation meeting to discuss on the draft order,
which is in public domain for comments,
for these appliances.

More than 50 stakeholders from BIS
(Bureau of Indian Standards), industry
associations, different ministries and indus-
try participated in the meeting. Welcoming

the move, the industry urged for the creation
of adequate testing labs for these products.

The DPIIT has floated the draft control
order for these products after consulting the
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS).

“Public is welcome to give their sug-
gestions on this,” Sanjiv said.

According to the draft order, the norms
would apply to all electrical appliances
intended for household, commercial or sim-
ilar applications with rated voltage not
exceeding 250V single-phase ac or 415V
three-phase ac.

Once the order is rolled out, these items
cannot be produced, sold/traded, import-
ed and stocked unless they bear the BIS
mark. 

The department is working hard to pro-
mote manufacturing of high-quality prod-
ucts in the country.

The quality norms for helping sectors
such as toys. Imports of toys have reduced
significantly and exports have jumped.
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Some users on microblogging
site Twitter are shifting to

third-party apps since the com-
pany has made verification
necessary within 30 days for
accessing TweetDeck, a move
which industry watchers believe
could give an edge to rival plat-
forms.

Since the removal of Teams
feature from the Elon Musk-led
app, reported outages and a
number of changes announced,
users have been taking to the
platform to report issues of
increased advertisements and
appearances of blocked and
muted accounts on their Twitter
feed.

A user tweeted, “Twitter
just has too many ads and now
you’re locking Tweet Deck
behind a paywall and limiting
the number of tweets I can read
in a day... Unless I pay.” 

“If we’re going to be rate-
limited based on view count,
why am I forced to view
accounts I blocked?,” another
user tweeted. Heads of enter-
prise technology platforms said
that their work has been
impacted due to the changes

over the past 3-4 months on
Twitter. 

“We have to switch screens
and use third party tools for
quick analysis and tracking,”
MD of Edelman Digital Kunal
Arora said.

Delhi-based creative media
agency Schbang’s co-founder
and CEO Akshay Gurnani
believes that the verification cri-
teria will result in a lot of
brands and users moving off
Twitter. Experts weigh in on the
impact of changes to
TweetDeck for users and busi-
nesses. 

“Monetising TweetDeck
can reduce unnecessary trends
created by spam accounts, but
it will also change the way cor-
porates and political organisa-
tions control trends, impacting
content consumption for
Twitter users,” said Akhilesh
Shukla, CEO of Messy Desk
Media, the parent company of
enterprise technology platform
TechShots.

Mumbai-based advertising
agency Campaign Masters pro-
ject head Riyaz Ahmed said that
introducing ads or paid ana-
lytics could help businesses
reach more people.
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The market capitalisation of
BSE-listed firms hit a life-

time peak of Rs 301.70 lakh
crore on Thursday, mirroring a
positive trend in domestic equi-
ties, where benchmark index
Sensex settled at a new record
high. The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 339.60 points or 0.52
per cent to settle at its new all-
time closing high of 65,785.64.
During the day, the benchmark
rallied 386.94 points or 0.59 per
cent to reach its lifetime intra-
day peak of 65,832.98.

The market capitalisation
(mcap) of BSE-listed firms
reached an all-time peak of Rs

3,01,70,635.89 crore. The BSE
benchmark jumped over 2,500
points in its record rally from
June 26 to July 4.

The benchmark index had
dipped 33.01 points or 0.05 per
cent to settle at 65,446.04 on
Wednesday, taking a breather
from the record rally. 

The mcap of BSE-listed
firms had reached Rs 299.90
lakh crore on Wednesday.

Investors’ wealth climbed Rs
1.80 lakh crore on Thursday
helped by a rally in equities.

BSE firms’ mcap reached
the historic Rs 200 lakh crore-
mark on February 4, 2021. The
total market valuation of all list-
ed firms at the BSE had first hit
Rs 100 lakh crore level on
November 28, 2014. 

Meanwhile, from the Sensex
pack, Mahindra & Mahindra
emerged as the biggest gainer on
Thursday, climbing nearly 5 per
cent. Power Grid, Tata Motors,
Reliance Industries, NTPC, Axis
Bank, Nestle, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Asian Paints and Wipro
were among the other major
gainers.
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The rupee depreciated by 22
paise to close at 82.47 (pro-

visional) against the US dollar on
Thursday, weighed down by a
stronger American currency in
the overseas market and elevat-
ed crude oil prices. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange, the
domestic unit opened at 82.36
against the dollar and settled at
82.47 (provisional), down 22
paise from its previous close.

During the day, the rupee
touched a high of 82.36 and a
low of 82.55 against the green-
back. On Wednesday, the rupee
had settled at 82.25 against the
dollar.

Forex traders said the US
dollar gained on safe-haven
demand amid risk aversion and
rising expectations of a hawkish
US Federal Reserve monetary
policy in July.
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German luxury carmaker Audi will
launch electric SUV Q8 e-tron in

India next month to strengthen its elec-
tric vehicle portfolio in the country,
according to a senior company official.

The company will launch its Q8 e-
tron on August 18, in two body types --
Q8 e-tron SUV and Q8 e-tron Sportback
-- with a 114kW battery offering more
range as compared to the existing e-tron
that has a 95 kW battery.

“We are basically strengthening our
(electric vehicle) product portfolio and
(bringing) what is available globally also
for our customers in India,” Audi India
Head Balbir Singh Dhillon told PTI.

Whatever makes a positive business
case, he said, “We want to bring in India,
and with the Q8 e-tron we want to

strengthen our (EV) portfolio with what
is the latest available across Audi’s offer-
ing.” Dhillon said the Q8 e-tron is being
launched in India in the same cycle where
globally it is being launched, underlin-
ing the significance of the Indian mar-
ket.

“So, we are very positively looking
towards this model to strengthen our EV
range in India,” he added. Audi India’s
current EV portfolio comprises e-tron 50,
e-tron 55, e-tron Sportback 55, e-tron GT
and RS e-tron GT.

He said the Q8 e-tron will be import-
ed as a fully built unit and would be one
of the top-end variants in the portfolio.

Audi had decided to focus on petrol
and electric vehicles as part of a global
strategy to become an all-electric car
company by 2033. “We are focusing on
the same. With the Q8 e-tron, we are

starting our journey of the next genera-
tion (electric) cars. Subsequently in the
coming years we’d also see more electric
cars making way to India,” Dhillon said.

He said in India, Audi’s electric vehi-
cles in the luxury segment are gaining
traction despite these cars being sold at
an average price range of Rs 1.5 crore and
only a very limited segment of customers
are being addressed.

“The percentage of electric cars that
we sell in terms of our total number is

still very low but this is only growing and
hopefully in the coming times it will go
further. Eventually one day we will
become an all-electric car company. So
the focus still remains to make e-tron a
stronger brand in India.”

However, he said “acceptability of
electric cars, including e-tron is quite pos-
itive not just in the metro cities, but in
category B and category C towns, elec-
tric cars are finding their flavor, and there
is a lot of positivity that we have from cus-
tomers across the board and that is help-
ing us grow our volumes”.

Audi had posted a 97 per cent jump
in retail sales in India at 3,474 units in the
first half of 2023, as compared to the same
period last year. In 2022, Audi India post-
ed sales of 4,187 units, as compared to
3,293 units in 2021, a growth of 27.14 per
cent.
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The courts are finally dry at
Wimbledon and the sun is

even shining through the
clouds at times, giving organiz-
ers hope of fitting in a full day
of tennis on Thursday for the
first time at this year's tourna-
ment.

The first three days of
action at the All England Club
were affected by rain. Only
eight matches were completed
on Tuesday. Those matches
were played on either Centre
Court or No. 1 Court, the only
stadiums on the grounds with
roofs.

Because of the all the dis-
ruption, there were a handful
of first-round matches being
played on Day 4. Normally, the
first Thursday of the tourna-
ment would wrap up the sec-
ond round.

Among the winners was
Stan Wawrinka, a three-time
Grand Slam champion from
Switzerland. Wawrinka beat
No. 29-seeded Tomas Martin
Etcheverry of Argentina 6-3, 4-
6, 6-4, 6-2 to advance to the
third round.

The 38-year-old Wawrinka,
who won his major titles at the
other three Grand Slam tour-

naments, will next face Novak
Djokovic - the 23-time Grand
Slam champion who is going
for his record-tying eighth title
at Wimbledon. That match is
scheduled to be played Friday
on Centre Court.

"There's zero opportunity to
win Wimbledon for me, I think,"
said Wawrinka, who reached the
quarterfinals at the All England
Club in 2014 and 2015. "I'm
playing better each match, and

as I say, I think it's an honor to
play Novak here. I was missing
that on my career to play him in
the Grand Slam in Wimbledon.
That's the last I never played
him, and it's going to be a diffi-
cult challenge.

"Hopefully I can make a
competitive match, but if you
will look at recent results, I
don't really stand a chance."

Later Thursday, two-time
champion Andy Murray was to

play fifth-seeded Stefanos
Tsitsipas on Centre Court in
the second round, while fourth-
seeded Jessica Pegula was
scheduled to meet Cristina
Bucsa on No. 1 Court.

Alexander Zverev, who
reached the 2020 U.S. Open
final but missed most of last
season after injuring his ankle
in the French Open semifinals,
finally got on court and beat
Dutch qualifier Gijs Brouwer 6-

4, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (5) in the first
round.

The 19th-seeded German
has twice reached the fourth
round at Wimbledon, includ-
ing in 2021. He again reached
the French Open semifinals
this year.

In the women's draw, Sofia
Kenin and Elina Svitolina both
advanced to the third round.
Kenin eliminated seventh-seed-
ed Coco Gauff in the first

round, while Svitolina beat
five-time Wimbledon champi-
on Venus Williams.

Kenin, the 2020 Australian
Open champion, will next face
Svitolina, who is back on tour
after the birth of her first child
in October with husband Gael
Monfils.

"I've got to figure out a
good strategy against her," said
Kenin, a 24-year-old American.
"She gets a lot of balls back,
from what I remember. I mean,
she's got a big serve, big back-
hand. There is nothing off
about her game."

Mirra Andreeva, a 16-year-
old qualifier from Russia who
is ranked 102nd, reached the
third round in her Wimbledon
debut. She advanced when No.
10-seeded Barbora Krejcikova
of the Czech Republic retired
from the match with a lower leg
injury with Andreeva leading
6-3, 4-0.

"For sure it's not the way I
wanted to win the match. But
still I advance to the next
round, so I'm happy with that,"
Andreeva said.

Krejcikova won the French
Open in 2021. Her best show-
ing at the All England Club was
reaching the fourth round the
same year.
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Russian 16-year-old Mirra
Andreeva reached the

third round of a Grand Slam
for a second successive time
at Wimbledon on Thursday.

Andreeva was leading
Czech 10th seed Barbora
Krejcikova 6-3, 4-0 when
the former French Open
champion retired with an
injury.

Just as she had done at
the French Open, the

teenager came through qual-
ifying for Wimbledon and
next faces either compatri-
ot Anastasia Potapova or
Kaja Juvan of Slovenia.

Making her main draw
debut, Andreeva, ranked at
102 in the world, saw off
China's Wang Xiyu in the
first round in a match that
finished late Wednesday.

In Paris last month, it
took world number seven
Coco Gauff to stop her in
three sets in the last 32.
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AC Milan and Monza will
honour Silvio Berlusconi

with an annual friendly
named after their deceased
former owner, the two Serie A
teams announced on
Thursday.

In a joint statement, the
clubs said that the first edition
of the Silvio Berlusconi
Trophy would be held at
Monza's U-Power Stadium on
August 8, with the match
switching venues each year.

"The initiative aims to
honour and keep alive the
memory of president Silvio
Berlusconi, who wrote indeli-
ble pages in both clubs' histo-
ries," the clubs said.

Former Italian prime min-
ister and media mogul
Berlusconi, who died last
month aged 86,  was an
extremely divisive figure in the
country's political and cultur-
al spheres.

But his enormous success
as a club owner earned him
the admiration of legions of
fans.

He reigned supreme at
Milan from 1986 until 2017,
buying an ailing club on the
brink of bankruptcy and turn-
ing them into titans of the
European game.

During his time at the San
Siro Milan won 29 trophies,

including five Champions
League and eight Serie A
titles.

After selling Milan for
740 million euros he picked
up Monza, then in the third
tier, for a relative song in
2018 through his holding
company Fininvest and along-
side long-time ally Adriano
Galliani took them up to Serie
A.

Monza finished 11th last
season, their first ever in the
top flight of Italian football,
but Berlusconi's death has led
to speculation that Fininvest
could sell the club.

On Thursday Berlusconi's
eldest son Pier Silvio said "we
children will find a way to best
keep dad's dream alive",
adding that Galliani would be

"at the centre" of the club's
future.

Sources told AFP on
Thursday that Pier Silvio and
his sister Marina Berlusconi
would take joint control of
Fininvest following the read-
ing of his will.

The pair, who are children
of Silvio Berlusconi's first wife
Carla Dall'Oglio and until
now held 7.65 percent in
Finivest, will according to the
source increase their joint
stake to 53 percent.

Marina Berlusconi has
since 2005 been president of
Fininvest, which controls a
myriad of companies includ-
ing the MediaForEurope (ex-
Mediaset) television group,
Mondadori publishing house
and the Mediolanum bank.
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Swiss tennis legend Roger
Federer believes his former

rival Rafael Nadal can "retire on
his own terms", considering the
injuries that have hindered the
Spaniard from participating in
consecutive Grand Slam tour-
naments.

Since sustaining a hip mus-
cle injury during his second-
round loss to Mackenzie
McDonald at the Australian
Open in January, Nadal has
been absent from competitive
tennis.

The 36-year-old was
unable to participate in the

French Open, a tournament he
has been a dominant force in
for 18 years, for the first time
since 2004. Additionally, he
missed Wimbledon, a Grand
Slam tournament he has tri-
umphed in twice.

In the latter stages of his
career, Federer also experi-
enced a series of injuries that
posed significant challenges.

Ultimately, Federer's phys-
ical condition allowed him to
conclude his remarkable career
by participating in doubles
matches alongside Nadal at
the Laver Cup in London last
year.

"I mean, all of us: (Andy)

Murray, (Novak) Djokovic,
Nadal and me, I think the four
of us when I retired were all sit-
ting there crying about me
retiring - or because of the
music, who knows," Federer
told CNN.

"Everybody had their own
reasons why they were crying.
I think you realise how fortu-
nate we are to still be playing
at this later stage of our careers
because tennis players used to
retire at 30.

"I mean, 26 for (Bjorn)
Borg, 32 for (Pete) Sampras,
36 for (Andre) Agassi. This
was like playing deep and
now here we are all sitting
there around 35-40. We all
know how fortunate we are
and so I think Rafa knew that,
too. So seeing him going
through this more difficult
period now, obviously I've
been there and I just hope that
he can go out on his terms
[and] he can still play a little
bit," he said.

Federer also expressed his
desire for Nadal to have a
more competitive final year on
the tennis circuit as the 22-time
grand slam champion said in
May that next season will be his
last on the tour.

"I still hope we'll see not
just the doubles like I did, but
more than that. I still believe
that's going to happen," said
Federer.
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Aday after Bangladesh
lost the first ODI to

Afghanistan by 17 runs,
ODI captain Tamim Iqbal
shocked ever yone by
announcing his retirement
from international cricket
with immediate effect.

Iqbal 's  decision to
abruptly end his 16-year
international career comes
just three months before
Bangladesh play in the ODI
World Cup, to be held in
India from October 5 to
November 19.

"This is the end for me.
I have given my best. I have
tried my best. I am retiring
from international cricket
from this moment.
Yesterday against
Afghanistan was my last
international game."

"It was not a sudden
decision. I was thinking
about this for different rea-
sons. I don't want to men-
tion here. I have spoken to
my family members about
it. I thought this is the
right time for me to retire
from international cricket,"
Iqbal was quoted as saying
by ESPNCricinfo in a tear-
ful press conference in
Chattogram.

Iqbal made his interna-
tional debut for Bangladesh
in February 2007 and
played in 241 ODIs, scoring
8,313 runs with 14 cen-
turies - both of which are
the most by a batter from
the country.

The veteran opener,
who made heads turn with
a quickfire fifty in an upset
win over India in the 2007
ODI World Cup, is also the
only Bangladesh batter to
have scored centuries in all
three formats of the game
and had already retired
from T20Is in 2022.

"I don't have much to
say. One thing I will defi-
nitely say is, I tried my best
(sobbing). I did try my
best. Maybe I was not good
enough or good enough. I
don't know. But I tried my

100% whenever I was in the
field."

"There are a lot of other
things I want to say, but as
you can see I am almost
unable to speak. But I hope
you respect the situation. It
is not an easy situation to
speak. Quitting interna-
tional cricket is not easy. I
hope you understand. I am
sorry to call you on such a
short notice. I thank you all
in the media," added an
emotional Iqbal.

Iqbal scored 5,134 runs
in 70 Tests, the second-
highest for a Bangladesh
batter, at an average of
38.89, including ten cen-
turies. As Bangladesh's ODI
skipper, Tamim won 21 out
of 37 matches and led the
team to a third-place finish
in the ODI Super League,
ensuring their direct qual-
ification for the World Cup
in India later in the year.

"I also want to thank the
fans. Your love and faith in
me inspired me to give my
very best for Bangladesh. I
want to ask for your prayers
for the next chapter of my
life. Please keep me in your
prayers."

"I am sorry if I missed
anyone to thank. But who-
ever has helped me to grow
as a cricketer and human
being, I thank you all from
the bottom of my heart. My
mother, my brother, my
wife and two children. They
suffered a lot in my journey.
They also had much to
cherish. I thank them as
well. I have nothing more
to say."

"Please end my topic
here. It is the end. At least
for international cricket.
Let's not poke too much
about it. 'Why, why, what is
it, what else could have
happened.' Let's put an end
to this. I have always said
that the team is bigger than
any individual. Let's focus
on the team. Two more
games to go in the series. I
think we should win. There
are two major trophies,"
concluded Iqbal.
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Shivam Mavi grabbed six wick-
ets to wreck a formidable West
Zone batting unit and the pacer

now wants to build on the perfor-
mance to construct an all-format
career for himself.

Mavi's 6 for 44 was instrumen-
tal in Central Zone bundling out
West for 220 in the first innings of
the Duleep Trophy semifinals at Alur
grounds.

"I have been performing well
with the red ball in the last three or
four years. Hopefully, I will get to
play in Test matches. It is not like I
want to play only in one format and
I am working hard to be ready for all
three formats," said Mavi.

The national selectors have
entrusted Mavi with Central Zone
captaincy in the domestic season
opener.

It was a huge vote of confidence for
the 24-year-old from Madhya Pradesh,
underlining his position as a promi-
nent candidate in the waiting list.

"I feel very happy about it. The
selectors have given me such a big
responsibility. It is (captaincy) dif-
ficult for fast bowlers in India
because fast bowlers get tired here
because of the conditions.

"But here (Bangalore) the condi-
tions are fine and we don't get tired
that much. I have played in England
and the weather is quite similar here.
We get time to think as a captain,"
said Mavi.

Mavi handled the captaincy part
well without affecting his bowling.
Out of six wickets, three were
Cheteshwar Pujara, Suryakumar
Yadav and Sarfaraz Khan, breaking
the West middle-order.

In fact, Mavi has now taken nine
wickets from his last three innings.
Simplicity, Mavi says, is the mantra
of his success.

"It does not matter to me who
the batsman is. For me, it is all about
bowling in the right areas and if I
know if I can do that, I will get the
wickets," explained Mavi.

However, Mavi had to wait three
months or so to return to the field
after playing the Ahmedabad T20I
for India against New Zealand in
February earlier this year.

He did not get a game in IPL
2023 despite being in the rolls of
Gujarat Titans. So, was it tough for
him to be in touch with the game
during this time away? Mavi did not
read too much into it?

"Getting selected for a match
depends on the coach and captain.

But I was using that time to do net
sessions. I was bowling long spells at
nets. I was in a good space.

"I was bowling 7 to 8 overs at
nets. I kept myself motivated think-
ing that I will get a chance sooner
and I was focusing on improving my
skills," said Mavi.

However, Mavi admitted that
finding his rhythm in a real match
situation was a bit tough after that
considerable break?

"Yes. I was playing after three
months. It was a bit tough to find the
rhythm on the first day. The four
overs that I'd bowled in the first
evening was a bit tough for me. But
it became better when I came back
to bowl on the second day," said
Mavi.

Now, a busy domestic season
awaits Mavi and he is aware that
workload management is quite
important for him to traverse the
distance.

"We have to upload our work-
load in the AMS monitoring system
on match days. We wear that system
and play.

"It helps us to know the extent
of workload -- how many kilometers
we covered and how many strides we
took in a day etc. It is good for us,"
he said.
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Virat Kohli's struggles outside
the off-stump continued as

he was once again snapped
behind the stumps during an
intra-squad practice game while
Yashasvi Jaiswal made strong
claims for a coveted Test cap
ahead of the series opener
against the West Indies.

Jaiswal's Test debut is a
matter of time but what could be
a subject of discussion is his
usual batting slot which is open-
ing or one down, a position that
the seasoned Cheteshwar Pujara
was forced to vacate after near-
ly three years of non-perfor-
mance and an archaic style of
Test match batting.

The Indian team included
some local club cricketers along
with its own 16 players for the
two-day training-cum-practice
game. The first Test begins on
July 12.

Kohli, whose problems
against deliveries on the corri-
dor of uncertainty, is well doc-
umented, saw veteran left-arm
seamer Jaydev Unadkat exploit
it early on his spell.

The left-armer's angle is an

awkward one and Unadkat
bowled one outside the off-
stump, and India's No. 1 batter,
without any distinct footwork,
fished at it to be caught by a local
fielder stationed at first slip.

Kohli's dismissals in Test
cricket have had a pattern and
the canny Unadkat hit the right
line and length to get the prized
scalp. The idea was match sim-
ulation keeping all the top-
order batters in one team while
the other group was loaded
with bowlers.

Most of the batters retired
after playing around 50 to 75
balls with Jaiswal doing his
cause no harm with a 54 off 76
balls before taking a break.

WILL JAISWAL OPEN OR
BAT AT NO. 3?

With Pujara being axed,
the 20-year-old Jasiwal was seen
opening the batting with skip-
per Rohit Sharma. An on-drive
off Mohammed Siraj and a
rasping square cut off Unadkat
had class written all over it.

While Jaiswal got to play 76
balls, his skipper settled for 67
balls before retiring.

However, Jaiswal's promo-
tion ahead of regular opener

Shubman Gill is an indication
that head coach Rahul Dravid
and skipper Rohit are thinking
of blooding the young Mumbai
batter as an opener.

The long-term plan of the
Indian team management could
see them use Shubman Gill as
their No. 3 batter and try out
Jaiswal as an opener.

It must be mentioned that
Gill, who has been one of the
most consistent batters in recent
times, is actually a middle-order
player, who preferred to play at
No. 3 or 4 during his days as
India U-19 and India A player.

In fact, it was under Dravid's
coaching in the age-group and
pathways (India A) team that

Gill had batted in the middle-
order.

He has a double hundred
(204) in an 'A' Test against the
West Indies in 2019 in Tarouba.
In that innings, he batted at No.
5 (virtually No. 4) as Shahbaz
Nadeem was sent in as night-
watchman on the second
evening.

With Kohli taking his spot
at No. 4 and Ajinkya Rahane at
No. 5, along with Ravindra
Jadeja at No. 6 and KS Bharath
at No. 7, the batting order looks
more or less sorted.

ASHWIN SECOND SPIN-
NER, SHARDUL SEAM
BOWLING ALL-ROUNDER

On a predominantly dry
track at the Dominica,
Ravichandran Ashwin is likely to
be the second spinner while
Shardul Thakur will be the third
seamer and lower middle-order
enforcer. Shardul and Ashwin
will take care of slot Nos. 8 and
9 respectively.

While Mohammed Siraj
automatically selects himself as
the leader of the pack, the choice
for the second new ball bowler
could be a tough one.

Besides rookie Mukesh
Kumar's good form and incisive
seam bowling, Navdeep Saini
adds an extra yard of pace in the
line-up, and Unadkat brings in
the left-armer's angle and requi-
site variation in the attack.

The only place which could
be debated is this particular
bowling slot where three play-
ers have their cases.
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Pakistan captain Babar Azam
on Thursday asserted that his

team is focussed on winning the
ODI World Cup in India and
not just beating the arch-rivals
in the much-awaited clash in
Ahmedabad on October 15.

Pakistan are expected to
travel to India for the ICC event
though their participation is
subject to government clearance.

"We are not thinking only
about playing and winning
against India in the World Cup.
We are looking at doing well in
every match if we are to win the
ICC title.

"We are going to play the
World Cup, not just India in
India," said Babar. He also said
that the rumblings in the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
will not have any bearing on the
national team's performance in
the ICC World Cup, or in the

assignments prior to that.
When asked if the recent

changes in the PCB leadership
and selection committee had
affected the players, Babar said
their work is to focus on crick-
et.

"We don't focus on what is
happening in the PCB. We just
focus on cricket. We have the
entire schedule of our coming
matches before us and we know
what needs to be done to win
matches as professionals," Babar

said. Asked how much pressure
was there on the players know-
ing they had to go to India for
the World Cup, Babar said as a
team they were prepared to
play anywhere.

"We have to play the World

Cup wherever it is held and we
are excited about the challenges
ahead of us," he said.

He also said that the
Pakistan team is working on its
plans for the Asia Cup and
World Cup keeping in mind its
strengths and the conditions in
the host countries. The Pakistan
skipper said that the upcoming
Test series in Sri Lanka would be
challenging as it is the start of the
new World Test Championship
cycle for them.

"We will be guided by
Mickey Arthur in Sri Lanka as
he had also remained their
coach and knows the conditions
there well," he said.

Babar also felt that the Test
series in Sri Lanka would help
Pakistan in their preparations for
the 50-over Asia Cup and World
Cup. "The formats are different
but playing in conditions like Sri
Lanka will help us prepare well,"
he said.
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An inspirational Netherlands
scripted an incredible come-

from-behind fairytale, riding
on all-rounder Bas de Leede's
individual brilliance as they
beat Scotland by four wickets to
join Sri Lanka as the second
qualifying team for the ICC
World Cup in India, starting
October 5.

Needing 278 inside 44 overs
to qualify, De Leede's power-
packed 123 off 92 balls with help
of seven fours and five sixes and
his 113-run sixth-wicket stand
in just 11.3 overs with Saqib
Zulfiqar (33 not out) helped
Netherlands to qualify in just
42.5 overs.

This is the fifth time that the
Netherlands have qualified for
the 50-over global event, having
played in the 1996, 2003, 2007
and 2011 editions.

"Little bit lost for words. I
thought what Bas de Leede and
Saqib Zulfiqar did in the last 10
overs was unbelievable to
watch," an emotional
Netherlands skipper Scott
Edwards said after the match.

"This group is just incredi-
ble. We put in the hard work and
the guys just enjoy everyone's
success. We had a different
match-winner in every game. It's
a pretty awesome feeling. It was
just unbelievable batting by
Leede and Saqib in the end," the
skipper added.

Call it a coincidence, Bas's
father Tim de Leede was an
important member of the
Netherlands team during the
first three of those world tour-
naments.

Even though Scotland
(+0.102) and Zimbabwe (-0.099)
also finished with six points,
Netherlands, by virtue of this
win, leapfrogged them to reach
a net run-rate of +0.230.

They will play Sri Lanka in
the final but that match is of
hardly any consequence apart
from deciding who will finish as
Qualifier 1 and which team
ends with Qualifier 2 classifica-

tion.
Scotland, who looked

favourites to earn the second
spot behind Sri Lanka for the
tournament proper, scored 277
for 9 courtesy a fine 106 off 111
balls by their best player
Brendon McMullen and his
137-run stand for the fourth
wicket with skipper Richie
Berrington (64).

Right-arm medium pacer
De Leede saved his best perfor-
mance for his 30th ODI as he
grabbed a maiden five-wicket
haul -- 5/52 to restrict Scotland
to under 300.

Then during the chase, he
came when the 15th over was
nearing its end and by the time
he left, the Netherlands were on
the brink of victory needing only
three runs.

A lot of credit should also go
to Indian-origin opener
Vikramjit Singh (40), who pro-
vided a steady start and Saqib
Zulfiqar (33 off 32 balls), who
gave brilliant support to de
Leede in their whirlwind 113-
run stand for the sixth wicket in
just 11.3 overs.

The qualifier in Zimbabwe
this year has been a closely con-
tested one with only Sri Lanka
looking like a side in a league of
its own as it asserted its

supremacy throughout the tour-
nament.

However among other
teams, Zimbabwe looked good
till they faltered in their final
hurdle and then Scotland, with
a far better net run-rate than the
Netherlands, needed to ensure
that the opposition do not cross
the target in 44 overs.

But the Netherlands have
punched above their weight in
this tournament and they tied a
mammoth score of 374 and then
won in the Super Over against
the West Indies.

On the day, they were less
than 100 in first 20 overs, hav-
ing lost three wickets but De
Leede played the innings of his
life to bring about the greatest
day in the life of these current
crop of cricketers.

"We had a look at the tar-
gets, where we wanted to be at
the halfway point. Maxy and
Vikram set the platform for the
rest of us to finish it," De Leede
said after the match.

"The rate was 10 to 11 runs
per over, so we had to go to the
T20 mode, try as many runs as
we could and see where it would
take us. It's amazing, can't
describe the feeling, it's going to
be one big party tonight," he
added.
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On Wednesday, India
announced a 15-member

squad for the five-match T20I
series against the West Indies
that will take place on the
Caribbean island next month.
Star players Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Tilak Varma got India calls,
whereas players like Ruturaj
Gaikwad and Rinku Singh have
not been included in the squad.

There have been a lot of
debates about Rinku Singh's
exclusion, and he wows every-

one with his incredible perfor-
mance in the IPL 2023, when he
smashed five sixes in five balls.

India will tour Ireland for a
three-match T20I series to be
played in July 2023. It is report-
ed by PTI that Rinku will make
his international debut for the
Indian team against the Irish
team.

According to a report in
PTI, "Rinku Singh is likely to get
his due opportunities in the
three-match T20l series against
Ireland, which starts on August
18 in Dublin".

Not only Rinki, Jitesh
Sharma and Ruturaj Gaikwad
will also find a place in the team.

Jitesh Sharma was included
in the Indian team for the first
time during T20I series against
Sri Lanka in January this year as
a replacement for injured Sanju
Samson but he didn't get a
chance and then against New
Zealand also he was part of the
team.
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The Pakistan government has
appointed a new 10-mem-

ber PCB management commit-
tee, headed by Zaka Ashraf, for
a period of four months.

The management commit-
tee will hold its first meeting in
Lahore on Thursday. Ashraf
was favourite to become chair-
man of the Pakistan Cricket
Board last month but the PCB
had to postpone that election
after the formation of its board
of governors — which elects the
new chairman — was chal-
lenged in multiple courts around
the country.

The government has
removed PCB election com-
missioner Ahmed Shehzad
Farooq Rana and appointed
advocate supreme court
Mahmood Iqbal Khakwani in
his place.

The PCB election of its new
chairman was postponed on
June 26 after Baluchistan High
Court accepted the petition of
Gul Mohammad Kakar, a for-
mer member of the PCB man-

agement committee, and set a
hearing for July 17.

Before former chairman
Najam Sethi dropped out of the
election, he formed a 10-mem-
ber board of governors that
also included two direct nomi-
nees from Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, the PCB patron.

Acting chairman Ahmed
Shehzad Farooq Rana then
changed several of the board of
governors, prompting Kakar's
court challenge.

Representatives of bigger
cities such as Lahore, Karachi,
Rawalpindi and Peshawar were
replaced by men from smaller
cities such as Dera Murad
Jamali, Hyderabad, Larkana and
Bahawalpur.

at exactly a run a ball.
The pain finally stopped

for England in the last over
before the break, Woakes get-
ting Marsh when an inside edge
looped to Zak Crawley via the
thigh pad. But significant dam-
age had already been done.

England dictated terms in
the first session, Mark Wood
turning in an electrifying burst
of breakneck speed to whip up
the Leeds crowd and Stuart
Broad striking twice, but ulti-
mately their hands let them
down.

As well as Root reprieving
Marsh, two chances slipped
through the grasp of wicket-
keeper Jonny Bairstow. Back in
the spotlight after he got him-
self stumped at Lord's, Bairstow
put down two chances.

The first was a tricky take
off Steve Smith but the second
should have been a simple
catch off Travis Head, who had
9 and went on to reach 39 not
out.
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Australia allrounder
Mitchell Marsh took
advantage of England's

sloppy catching to smash a bru-
tal century and change the
game on the first day Thursday
of the third Ashes test at
Headingley.

The home side started the
must-win match with fire in its
belly and was well on top when
Marsh, making his first appear-
ance in almost four years as an
injury replacement, nicked
Chris Woakes to slip with just
12 to his name.

Had Joe Root taken the
regulation chance just after
lunch, Australia would have
been in trouble on 98-5, but
Marsh made him pay in full as
he powered them to 240-4
before tea.

Marsh batted with unfet-
tered aggression after his
reprieve, flaying 17 fours and
four sixes as he racked up 118
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India are coming off a WTC final defeat
to Australia at The Oval recently and would
be looking to overcome the disappointment
in the Caribbean.

The team, led by Rohit Sharma, met
legendary West Indies all-rounder Sir
Garfield Sobers in Barbados on their
arrival and shared pleasantries with him.

Brathwaite said his teammates were
looking forward to the India games and
called upon the spectators in Dominica —
the venue of the first Test — to throw their
weight behind the home team.

"It's important to start well. We are play-
ing against India, so you know the guys are
really looking forward to it. Dominica will
host the first Test match, and we call for the
supporters in Dominica to come out and
support us — but the guys are really look-
ing forward to the first two Test matches of
this (WTC) cycle," he added.

"The guys (teammates) have put some
good effort in the last three days, and they
still have a few days left and you know we
have (to) keep pushing hard." 
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Legendary Brian Lara's tips on situation-
al awareness of the game will greatly help

the West Indies batters during the two-Test
series against India beginning on July 12,
feels skipper Kraigg Brathwaite.

West Indies have received a huge
boost ahead of the multi-format series
against India with Lara joining them as the
team's performance mentor.

"It's great to have him here. In terms
of the conversations we have with him, we
always learn and he's big on planning... On
how you are going to score your runs. His
advice on situations is great and it will only
help the batters," Brathwaite said in a state-
ment on Cricket West Indies.

Lara had worked with the team earli-
er this year on the tours of Zimbabwe and
South Africa and the captain said he has a
positive influence on the players.

The two sides will kick-off their cam-
paign in the new World Test Championship
(WTC) cycle at the Roseau in Dominica.
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