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ADelhi court has sum-
moned BJP MP and out-

going WFI chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh in the infamous
case related to alleged sexual
harassment of India top women
wrestlers.

Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Harjeet Singh Jaspal, after care-
fully examining the charge
sheet on Friday, directed Singh
to appear before the court on
July 18. The suspended assis-
tant secretary of the Wrestling
Federation of India, Vinod
Tomar, has also been sum-
moned by the court.

“Upon perusal of the police
report and the statements of the
victims recorded under section
164 CrPC, it is evident that the
allegations are specific and
suggest offences under provi-
sions of the IPC. The list of
prosecution witnesses has been
filed. After considering the
submissions and reviewing the
police report, along with its
annexed documents, including
the victims’ statements, testi-
monies of other witnesses, and
other oral and documentary
evidence, this court takes cog-

nisance of the committed
offences under sections of the
IPC,” Judge Jaspal said.

The judge asked the SHO
of Connaught Place Police
Station to serve the summons
to both the accused.
Considering that both Singh
and Tomar reside in Delhi, the
court set a short date for their
appearance.

The police had filed the
charge sheet against Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh, a six-
time MP, on June 15 under sec-
tions 354, 354A, 354D, and 506
of the IPC, pertaining to
assault, sexual harassment,
stalking, and criminal intimi-
dation.

Tomar, who held the posi-
tion of assistant secretary, has
been charged with offences
under sections 109, 354, 354A,
and 506 of the IPC, related to
abetment and criminal intim-
idation.

Continued on Page 2
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) made

its first arrests in the Balasore
train accident case that
occurred on June 2. The agency
arrested three rail-
way personnel,
namely Senior
Section Engineer
(signal) Arun
Kumar Mahanta,
Section Engineer
Mohammed Amir
Khan, and Technician Pappu
Kumar, all stationed in Balasore
district.

The CBI invoked sections
304 (culpable homicide not
amounting to murder) and
201 (destruction of evidence)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
along with Section 153 of the
Railways Act, 1989, for the

arrests.
The Railways Ministry, in

collaboration with the Odisha
Government, had requested
the CBI’s involvement, leading
to the registration of the case
on June 6, 2023. The initial reg-

istration of the
case took place at
Balasore GRPS
in Odisha’s
Cuttack district
on June 3, 2023.

The tragic
train accident

occurred near the Bahanaga
Bazar station in Balasore dis-
trict, claiming the lives of 293
individuals. Of the total casu-
alties, 287 individuals lost their
lives at the scene or were
declared brought dead at hos-
pitals, while six others suc-
cumbed to their injuries later.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday called

for a departure from the men-
tality of subservience and
encouraged the nation to take
pride in its rich traditions.

Speaking at the closing
ceremony of Gita Press’ cente-
nary celebrations, Modi
described his trip to Gorakhpur
as a shining example of his
Government’s commitment to
combining development with
heritage. The visit encom-
passed a tour of Gita Press and
the inauguration of modern
trains, emphasising the har-

monious coexistence of
progress and tradition.

During his address, Modi
expressed his optimism that the
centuries-old dream of a grand
Ram temple in Ayodhya would
soon become a reality. 

He highlighted the signif-
icance of the redesigned Navy
insignia, inspired by the flag of
Chhatrapati Shivaji, a revered
Maratha ruler. Articulating the
need to shed the symbols of
slavery lingering even after 75
years of Independence, Modi
emphasised the importance of
reclaiming India’s heritage and
traditions. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Gujarat High Court on
Friday dismissed Congress

leader Rahul Gandhi’s plea for
a stay on his conviction in a
criminal defamation case relat-
ed to his “Modi surname”
remark. Justice Hemant
Prachchhak, while dismissing
the plea, said Rahul faces 10
criminal cases in various parts
of India. The court upheld the
lower court’s decision to sen-
tence Rahul to two years in jail
for his remarks, deeming it
“just, proper, and legal”.

In response to the verdict,
the Congress party announced
its intention to challenge the
Gujarat High Court’s decision
in the Supreme Court. The
party accused the Government
of employing new tactics to sti-
fle Rahul’s voice due to its dis-
comfort with his truth-telling. 

The Congress expressed
determination to continue
fighting the battle both legally
and politically, considering the
ruling a travesty of justice.

Congress leader Randeep

Surjewala criticised the court’s
decision, labeling it a travesty
of justice. “Instead of punish-
ing ‘bank fraudsters’ like Nirav
Modi, Ami Modi, Neeshal
Modi, Mehul Choksi and ilk,
the ‘messenger’ exposing the
deceit and swindling of public
money is being punished.” 

Speaking at a press con-
ference, Congress spokesper-
son and Gandhi’s counsel
Abhishek Singhvi asserted that
the ultimate court is the court
of the people, and they can wit-
ness the orchestrated cam-
paign against one individual.

“I will not reiterate the
gymnastics that took place at
the stage of trial, where the

complainant got a one year stay
on his own complaint, and then
revived it after there was a
change on the bench. And, it
was that second magistrate,
who proceeded to pass that
order of conviction. Those are
facts, and the facts speak for
themselves,” he said.

“The more they have
attempted to silence him
(Rahul) through harassment by
the ED and the CBI, the breach
of privilege notices, the petty
removal of SPG security to the
disqualification from
Parliament, the more he
remains unmoved. And that is
what exposes their fear,” he
said.

Singhvi said this
Government is rattled because
Rahul speaks with facts and fig-
ures on demonetisation, the
Government’s “clean chit” to
China, and on the struggling
economic situation. 

“It is consistent aggression
that has compelled the
Government to find newer
and newer techniques to throt-
tle his voice...We are seeing this
cycle of oppression and sup-
pression play out once again.
We will fight it. Rahul Gandhi
will fight it. And if the last nine
years are anything to go by, they
will always fail to silence his
vigilant voice,” Singhvi said.

Meanwhile, Rahul’s sister
and Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra shared a Hindi
poem on Twitter, criticising the
Government’s attempts to sup-
press the truth. She accused the
regime of resorting to various
means, including price, pun-
ishment, discrimination, deceit,
and hypocrisy, to divert atten-
tion from public concerns.

Party leader Navjot Singh
Sidhu voiced strong criticism of
the Gujarat High Court’s ver-
dict on Twitter, stating, “The
law sometimes sleeps but never
dies... You hang the doves and
acquit the vultures... When the
whistleblower is annihilated
and those he exposes are pro-
tected, democracy is doomed!”

Continued on Page 2
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

v i s i o n a l l y
a t t a c h e d
assets worth
�52.24 crore
belonging to
former Delhi
Deputy Chief
M i n i s t e r
Manish Sisodia, Amandeep
Singh Dhall, Rajesh Joshi,
Gautam Malhotra and others in
the Delhi liquor scam case.

The attached assets include
immovable properties worth
�7.29 crore (two immovable
properties of Manish
Sisodia/Seema Sisodia,
land/flat of Rajesh
Joshi/Chariot Productions
Media Pvt Ltd and land/flat of
Gautam Malhotra, the ED said
in a statement.

Continued on Page 2
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Violence struck
Khoijumantabi village in

Manipur’s Bishnupur district
on Friday, resulting in the loss
of three lives.

The three victims, known
as “village volunteers,” were sta-
tioned in a makeshift bunker to
guard the area when they were
caught in an exchange of gun-
fire with unidentified gunmen.

Five others sustained
injuries during the shootout,
with a couple of them being in
serious condition and subse-
quently transferred to a hospi-
tal in Imphal for treatment, the
police said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Law Commission on
Friday cautioned people

against fraudulent WhatsApp
messages and
calls in its name
pertaining to the
Uniform Civil
Code (UCC).

It urged peo-
ple to “exercise caution” and
rely on official sources, includ-
ing its website, for accurate
information.

In its disclaimer, the law
panel referred to “certain
WhatsApp texts, calls, and
messages” being circulated per-
taining to the UCC. 

“It has come to notice that
certain phone numbers are
rotating among the individuals,
falsely associating them with
the Law Commission of India.
It is clarified that the Law
Commission has no involve-
ment or connection with these
texts, calls, or messages, and
disclaims any responsibility or
endorsement thereof,” it said.
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After G Kishan
Reddy’s appoint-

ment as the president
of the party in
Telangana, the BJP
has assigned key roles
to two more Union
Ministers, Pralhad
Joshi and Bhupender
Yadav. Joshi will serve
as the incharge for
the upcoming
Assembly polls in Rajasthan,
while Yadav will take charge of
Madhya Pradesh. Union
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
has been designated as the co-
incharge for Chhattisgarh, and
Ashwini Vaishnaw, another
Central Minister, has been
appointed as the co-incharge
for Madhya Pradesh.

Former Union Minister
Prakash Javadekar and senior
party leader Om Prakash
Mathur have been appointed as
incharges for Telangana and
Chhattisgarh, respectively.

With the crucial Assembly

polls approaching, the BJP is
leaving no stone unturned after
facing setbacks in Himachal
Pradesh and particularly in
Karnataka, which was consid-
ered the gateway to other
southern States.

As preparations for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections inten-
sify, BJP president JP Nadda

chaired a meeting on
Friday with party lead-
ers from various States,
including Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, and MP. 

The senior leaders
discussed organisa-
tional programs,
received feedback
from the people, and
strategized for the road
ahead. The meeting
was attended by rep-

resentatives from J&K, Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Chandigarh, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Daman Diu-Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi,
and Haryana.

Nitin Patel, former deputy
Chief Minister of Gujarat, and
Haryana leader Kuldeep
Bishnoi will serve as co-
incharges for Rajasthan polls,
while Mansukh Mandaviya will
take on the role of co-incharge
for Chhattisgarh. 

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after the Nationalist
Congress Party’s working

committee meeting held in
New Delhi approved president
Sharad Pawar’s decision to
expel Praful Patel, Sunil Tatkare
and nine party MLAs, the
breakaway Ajit Pawar faction
claimed here on Friday that the
24-year-old party’s organisa-
tional structure was “flawed”
and that the NCP had not split
nor had the Ajit Pawar-led
faction merged with any other
party.

Addressing a joint news
conference with breakaway
group leader Ajit Pawar, Praful
Patel claimed that the meeting
of the NCP’s working commit-
tee, held in the national capi-
tal on Thursday, was “illegal”
and the decisions taken at that
meeting were not valid.

Charging that the NCP’s
organisational structure was
“flawed” and it was not in line
with the party’s constitution,
Praful Patel said:
“Organisational elections have
not happened in the party for
the last many years. Most of us

were earlier appointed and not
elected. Thus going by our
own NCP constitution, the
party’s working committee
does not have powers to take
decisions like the one it took at
the meeting held yesterday in
the national capital”.

Reiterating that “We (the
NCP led by Ajit Pawar) are the
NCP”, Patel said: “The NCP has
not split as is being claimed by
the rival faction. Almost all the
MLAs and MPs are with us. We
are the NCP.  At a meeting held
on June 30, 2023 at Ajit Pawar’s
official residence ̀ Deogiri’, our
party took many decisions...”

“At the June 30 meeting, I
was appointed as the national
working president. Ajit Pawar

was appointed the NCP legis-
lature party leader. Anil Patil
was appointed chief whip in the
Assembly. We informed
Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narwekar about these appoint-
ments. Amol Mitkari was
appointed as chief whip in the
Upper House and the Council
Chairperson’s office was
informed,” Patel said. 

Patel dubbed the NCP-led
NCP’s state party president
Jayant Patil filing a petition
with the Speaker seeking the
disqualification of Ajit Pawar
and eight other MLAs who
joined the Shinde-Fadnavis
government, as “invalid”. “As
per the Constitution of the
party, Patil is not the State NCP

president and has no right to
seek disqualification of MLAs.”
Patel said.

Patel said that the same day
(June 30) his party had sub-
mitted a petition to the Election
Commission along with the
affidavits of 40 MLAs, inform-
ing him about Ajit Pawar's
appointment and staking claim
over the party name and sym-
bol.

Seeking to help the rebel
MLAs escape from the wrath of
the anti-defection law wherein
the defection is recognised
only when two-thirds of MLAs
of a party switch over to anoth-
er party and if the number of
lower that they will have to
merge with another party, Patel
said that the question of a split
or merger did not arise in his
party’s case.

“Who will determine
(which is) the (real) political
party ? It is in the domain of the
Election Commission while
actions of the MLAs is the
domain of the Speaker or
Chairperson,” Patel said, as he
referred to the judgement of the
Supreme Court in the Eknath
Shinde vs Uddhav  Thackeray
Shiv Sena case.
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Bengal goes to the high volt-
age, single-phase panchayat

elections on Saturday amid what
experts call an “irresponsibly”
slack security system “that
amounts to playing with the lives
and property of 5 crore-strong
electorate and several thousand
polling personnel” who had
even threatened a poll boycott in
absence of central forces.

With the Mamata Banerjee
Government and the State
Election Commission, “very
cleverly manipulating,” the situ-
ation arising out of a High
Court order asking deployment
of central forces in all 61,000
booths of the State reports
emerging late on Friday emerg-
ing showed a massive shortage
of security forces.

This, at a time when already
18 people have lost their lives in
the past 30 days in pre-poll vio-
lence leading Governor CV
Ananda Bose ask State Election
Commissioner Rajiva Sinha to
take steps in stopping, “political
holi played with blood.”

The fright is so palpable that
an election staff at Nandigram
said he had no alternative source
of income otherwise he would
have left the government job.
“These polls are just a killing

machine,” he said.
Another poll official at

Raninagar said, “the
Government is coercing us to do
election duty but no armed
central forces are given … we
have been given an old police
man with an equally old gun …
he cannot save himself let alone
us … so what will be do … we
want central forces to escort us
to the booths from district cen-
tres and back otherwise we will
not move from here.”

So vague was the scenario
just 24 hours before the elections
were to start that even top brass
of the State administration had
no idea about deployment of
CAPF. According to sources
out of 825 companies of central
forces sought by the SEC --- only
after being reprimanded and

directed by the High Court to do
so some three weeks ago --- only
about 658 companies had
arrived with the last 5 companies
being flown in as late as Friday
late noon straight from Leh to
Panagarh airbase.

The High Court has direct-
ed deployment of central forces
to for 10 days after the polls in
order to avoid post-poll clashes.
The counting of votes will be
held on July 11.

With the number of booths
standing at 61,636 covered by
658 companies (52,640 armed
men), --- implying thereby one
CAPF personnel for each booth
--- concerns being raised not
only about the safety of the poll
staff and the votes but also the
central forces jawans, sources in
the administration said.
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Maqsooma, a young crick-
eting sensation from

Ladakh's cold desert region, has
once again scored a big victo-
ry and won many hearts with
her sparkling performance with
both bat and bowl (softball
cricket).

A budding cricketer, study-
ing in class 7, Maqsooma
scored 40 runs and took four
wickets before lifting the First
Captain Sourabh Kalia
Memorial Women Cricket
Tournament trophy.

The T-20 cricket tourna-
ment was organized by the
Indian army along with
Government High School
Kaksar to mark the 25th glori-
ous year of Kargil Vijay Diwas
celebrations at Captain
Sourabh Kalia Cricket Ground
Kaksar, 25 kilometres from
Kargil.

Maqsooma first hogged
headlines after her video, play-

ing a helicopter shot, went
viral on various social media
platforms in October 2022.

Since then she has been
waiting to receive some kind of
support to harness her crick-
eting talent.

Speaking to The Pioneer,
over the telephone from her
native Kaksar village in Kargil,
Maqsooma said, “I want to join
a training academy where I can
focus on learning cricketing
skills. It is my dream to repre-
sent my country. I am ready to

work hard and become a good
cricketer”.

She emulates former
Indian captain Virat Kohli. He
is my favorite cricketer.  Cricket
is my passion. I study for two
hours and play cricket for four
hours here in my village with
other players.

Her school teachers also
claimed Maqsooma along with
a few other girls are regularly
playing cricket and performing
well but they need proper
grooming under expert guid-

ance to become top-class crick-
eters in their careers ahead.

Without disclosing his
identity a senior teacher post-
ed in Government High School
Kaksar said, “Maqsooma and
other school children received
a cricket kit from  District
Youth Services and Sports
Officer Kargil in the month of
October 2022.  Barring this no
other initiative has been taken
by the sports body or the UT
administration in Ladakh to
promote young cricketers,
especially the girl child. The
teacher also claimed, in some
cases the family members were
reluctant and not ready to
allow their daughters to pursue
cricket as their career option.

Maqsooma's father Shabir,
working as a porter with the
Indian army told The Pioneer,
“Maqsooma is aspiring to be a
cricketer. We are trying our best
to facilitate and provide all pos-
sible help to her so that she
realizes her dream.

During the T-20 tourna-
ment, several other young girls
performed well and won hon-
ors during the tournament.
Four school teams participat-
ed in the maiden cricket tour-
nament.

Thanking Indian army
authorities for organising the
tournament Maqsooma said
that the Indian Army always
supports women's upliftment
and this tournament is anoth-
er milestone in this sector.

School teacher Talib
Hussain told The Pioneer, “The
school children have the only
option of playing in their sports
period. They represent the
school in the district level
competitions in games like
Table Tennis, shot put, racing
etc but not in Cricket. He
appealed to the UT adminis-
tration to support young crick-
eters so that they can receive
better training facilities and
make a mark in the cricketing
field.
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Nearly 600 Ex-
services men

and women who
had assembled at
the Madras
R e g i m e n t a l
Centre on
Thursday and
Friday returned home happy as
all their grievances were
resolved  by the officers and
men of the age-old Army
Establishment atop the scenic
Blue Mountains.

Those hailing from various
districts of Tamil Nadu reached
the command office of MRC
Wellington, were given what-
ever official documents they
needed for availing various

facilities from the State and
Central Governments. The
documents included digital
life certificate and aadhaar car
updating. “The two-day event
titled  SPARSH outreach pro-
grame is a way of telling the sol-
diers, veer naaris and widows
that the Services care for them
throughout their lives,” said a
spokesman of MRC
Wellington.

From Page 1
Ignoring Rahul’s plea for

reprieve, the court said there
were no reasonable grounds to
stay the conviction and pointed

out that Rahul was facing mul-
tiple pending criminal cases.

“After this complaint, anoth-
er complaint was filed in a court
in Pune by the grandson of Veer
Savarkar for Rahul’s defamatory
utterance against Veer Savarkar
at Cambridge. Another com-
plaint against him was filed in the
concerned court of Lucknow,” it
said. “ In this backdrop, refusal
of stay on conviction would not
in any way result in injustice to
the applicant, the judge said.

“The Impugned order
passed by the appellate court is
just, proper and legal, and does
not call for any interference.
However, it is hereby requested
by the concerned learned district
judge to decide the criminal
appeal on its own merits and in
accordance with law as expedi-
tiously as possible. In view of the
above, the present criminal revi-
sion application deserved to be
dismissed and accordingly it is
dismissed,” the judge said.

While noting that there was
no reasonable ground to stay the
conviction at this stage, Justice
Prachchhak also directed the dis-
trict and sessions court of Surat
to hear Rahul’s appeal against the
conviction “as expeditiously as
possible”.

From Page 1
Alongside the present case,

another FIR was filed against
Singh based on allegations
made by a minor wrestler. This
FIR was registered under the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. 

The complaint was made
by one of the seven female
grapplers who accused Singh of
sexual harassment. The allega-
tions include instances of inap-
propriate touching, groping,
stalking, and intimidation
spanning over a decade, occur-
ring at various times and loca-
tions.In the case involving the
minor, the court had sought
responses from both the girl
and the complainant regarding
the final report filed by the
Delhi Police. 

From Page 1
The attachment also

includes movable assets worth
Rs 44.29 crore including bank
balances of Manish Sisodia
(Rs 11.49 lakh), Brindco Sales
Pvt. Ltd. (Rs 16.45 crore) and
others, the agency said. 

It is the second provision-
al attachment order issued in
this case. The first provisional
attachment order was issued for
attachment of
immovable/movable proper-
ties worth Rs 76.54 crore of
accused persons Vijay Nair,
Sameer Mahandru, Amit
Arora, Arun Pillai and others.

Total attachment in the
case is now Rs 128.78 crore and
the proceeds of crime involved
in this case is at least Rs 1,934
crore.

In this case, ED had arrest-
ed 12 persons arrested so far
and has filed five prosecution
complaints or chargesheets.
Further investigation is in
process, it added.

From Page 1
Additionally, over 1,000

people sustained injuries in
the accident, which involved
the Shalimar-Chennai
Coromandel  Express,
Bengaluru-Howrah Superfast
Express, and a stationary
goods train.

A recent high-level
inquiry conducted by the
Railways attributed the pri-
mary cause of the Balasore
train accident to “wrong sig-
nalling” and identified mul-
tiple lapses in the signalling

and telecommunication
(S&T) department.  The
report emphasised that past
red flags could have prevent-
ed the tragedy if they had
been reported. It also high-
lighted the need for better
communication between the
S&T staff and the station
manager at Bahanaga Bazar to
address unusual  switch
behaviour.

The enquiry report also
revealed that the non-supply
of the approved circuit dia-
gram for the replacement

work at Bahanaga Bazar sta-
tion’s level crossing gate 94
resulted in incorrect wiring. 

Similar  incidents  of
wrong wiring and cable faults
were cited, including an inci-
dent at Bankranayabaz station
in the Kharagpur Division of
the South Eastern Railway on
May 16, 2022.

The CBI’s arrests and the
ongoing investigation aim to
uncover the facts surrounding
the Balasore train accident
and hold those responsible
accountable for their actions.

From Page 1
Meanwhile, the United

Peoples’ Front (UPF) and Kuki
National Organisation (KNO),
two umbrella organisations
representing the Kuki com-
munity, have decided to with-
draw roadblocks on National
Highway 2 in Manipur’s
Kangpokpi district. This deci-
sion comes following an appeal
made by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

In a joint statement, the
two Kuki organisations
announced the immediate lift-
ing of the highway blockade,
citing the Home Minister’s
expressed “deep concern to
restore peace and harmony” in
the State.

Manipur is served by two
national highways, NH-2
(Imphal-Dimapur) and NH-37
(Imphal-Jiribam). The Kuki
organisations had blocked NH-
2 since the outbreak of violence
in May. 

From Page 1
“It is time to overcome the

mentality of slavery and be
proud of our heritage”, he
said.

Pointing out that his
Government awarded the
Gandhi Peace Prize to the
Gita press, Modi said Gita
Press has 1,600 publications
in 15 languages and it prop-
agates the concept of “Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat”
among people.

“The office of Gita Press
is no less than a temple for
crores of people. There is
Gita in its name, as well as in
its work. The spiritual light
that was ignited here in the
form of Gita Press in 1923 is
guiding humanity today. It is
our good fortune that we all
are witnessing the golden
century of this humanitarian
mission,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister said
an institution like Gita Press
is not only associated with
religion and work but also has
a “national character”.

“Gita Press connects India
and strengthens India’s soli-
darity. It is such an institution
which has always enriched
social values and shown the
path of duty to people,” the
Prime Minister said adding
Gita Press is the world’s only
printing press that is not just
an organisation but a living
faith.

“Today, we are building
world-class infrastructure and
at the same time, we are wit-
nessing the potential of pil-
grimages like Kedarnath and
Mahakal. After centuries, the
dream of a grand Ram temple
in Ayodhya is also going to be
fulfilled,” he add

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
commended the PM for ele-
vating India’s global stature

during his speech, acknowl-
edging his exceptional lead-
ership.

Modi further underscored
the invaluable contributions
of Gita Press, the world’s
largest publisher of Hindu
religious textbooks. He shared
that Mahatma Gandhi had
been associated with the orga-
nization and had urged Gita
Press not to accept advertise-
ments for Kalyan magazine-
an advice that continues to be
followed today.

Turning his attention to
the immensely popular Vande
Bharat  trains,  the PM
acknowledged the over-
whelming demand for their
services. He revealed, “Earlier,
leaders used to write about
getting trains to halt in their
areas. Now, I receive letters
from every corner of the
country requesting the oper-
ation of Vande Bharat trains.”

Modi went on to highlight
the convenience and facilities
that these trains have brought
to the middle-class citizens.

The PM also flagged off
the Gorakhpur-Lucknow and
J o d h p u r - A h m e d a b a d
(Sabarmati) Vande Bharat
Express trains. Additionally,
he laid the foundation stone
of the Rs 498-crore
Gorakhpur railway station
redevelopment project, fur-
ther emphasizing the
Government’s commitment
to modern infrastructure.

Modi also reflected on
the broader vision of building
world-class infrastructure
while celebrating the spiritu-
al potential of revered pil-
grimage sites like Kedarnath
and Mahakal. With the immi-
nent realization of the grand
Ram temple in Ayodhya, he
emphasized that India is
poised to fulfill its historical
aspirations.
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Sunil Bansal, the party’s
national general secretary,
will assume the same respon-
sibility for Telangana.

The appointment of G
Kishan Reddy as the party’s
state president in Telangana
sets the stage for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the State on Saturday,
where he will meet BJP work-
ers in Warangal and inaugu-
rate various projects.

Javadekar expressed con-
fidence that the people’s
mood in Telangana, where the
Bharatiya Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) has been in power for
almost a decade, is favoring
the BJP. 

He emphasized that the
government led by Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao has failed the people on
all fronts, and the BJP’s ener-
getic team, including the
newly-appointed state presi-
dent and other office-bearers,
will secure victory.

Sunil Bansal, known for

his role in the BJP’s success in
the 2014 and 2019 elections in
Uttar Pradesh, has been
instrumental in delivering
results for the party.

Pralhad Joshi, a veteran
organization man, success-
fully led the party’s campaign
during the Uttarakhand
assembly polls in 2022 despite
tough competition from the
Congress and anti-incum-
bency.

Bhupender Yadav, a close
aide of Union Minister Amit
Shah, has played a pivotal role
as an organizational leader in
several state polls. 

Om Prakash Mathur, the
experienced leader from
Rajasthan, serves as the BJP’s
organizational in-charge for
Chhattisgarh.

The BJP faces the chal-
lenge of retaining Madhya
Pradesh amid heavy anti-
incumbency, as well as win-
ning the Congress-ruled
states of  Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh and the TRS-
run Telangana.

���������������
����� �����	!
���

������'''

��(�� ����/���B�
!��!���&�� ��%�% �"�
FEE� -�� �8�� ' �

����	�����������
����	

Political volatility continued
in Maharashtra on Friday,

as Maharashtra chief minister
Eknath Shinde’s plan to under-
take the reshuffle-cum-expan-
sion of his Cabinet got mired
in hard bargaining indulged in
by the constituents in the gov-
ernment -- Shinde-led Shiv
Sena, BJP and Ajit Pawar-led
NCP—over the sharing of
remaining ministerial berths
and plum portfolios.

On a day when Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena suf-
fered a setback as senior party
leader, MLC and current
deputy chairperson of the
Maharashtra Legislative
Council Neelam Gorhe joined
the Shinde Shiv  Sena, Sena
(UBT) MP and spokesperson
Sanjay Raut claimed that “17 to
18” MLAs from the ruling
Sena were in touch with his
party leadership.

“Some 17 to 18 MLAs of
the Shinde Shiv Sena are in
touch with us. They are upset.
This much I can say at this
stage,” Raut said.

On his part, chief minister
Eknath Shinde expressed con-
fidence that he would go in
expansion-cum-reshuffle soon.
“There is nothing to worry. The
expansion will happen very
soon,” he said.

Ahead of the three-week
monsoon session scheduled to
begin on July 17 and end on
August 17—as decided at the
Business Advisory Committee
(BAC) meeting held in the
Vidhan Bhavan complex on
Friday, Shinde held one more
round of consultations with
deputy chief ministers
Devendra Fadnavis of the BJP
and Ajit Pawar of the NCP.

Dismissing the claim by
Raut that “17 to 18” MLAs were
in touch with the Uddhav-led
Sena, Shinde’s aide and the rul-
ing Shiv Sena spokesperson
Naresh Mhaske said: “Raut is
himself was upset. He (Raut) is
trying to reach out to chief
minister Shinde sahib”.
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Delhi Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot has direct-

ed the Commissioner
(Transport)  to not put the
newly inducted electric buses
in operation from July 10 if
their technical defects are not
rectified by Sunday. 

Gahlot, in his communi-
cation to Transport
Commissioner Ashish Kundra,
cited a media report that said
one in three e-buses has been
breaking down daily.  “It is a
matter of huge concern that the
buses which are not even one
week old are continuously
breaking down,” the Transport
Minister said.  

The communication noted
that Delhi has recently started
the operation of 100 new elec-
tric buses under Tata Motors.
The direction comes amid ris-
ing instances of breakdowns of
the electric buses that were
inducted into the Delhi

Transport Corporation (DTC)
fleet on June 30.  “It is direct-
ed that the operation of these
electric buses is monitored
closely.

Also, TATA should be
directed to rectify defects in the

buses within this week. The
Transport department should
ensure that in case the defect is
not removed, no such buses
shall be out-shedded from
Monday, 10 July 2023,
onwards,” read the order.

Following this directive,
Transport Commissioner
Kundra wrote to Girish Wagh,
Managing Director of Tata
Motors, highlighting that 200
electric buses, which have been
inducted in the first lot under

the Grand Challenge
Programme by the Delhi
Transport Corporation, have
shown “dismal operational out-
comes”.

“In the first instance, the
operating company had limit-
ed preparedness for installation
of transformers in the Depots
assigned to them, even as they
were pressing the department
for early induction of these
buses.  

“Once the induction start-
ed, it was observed that there
was a high incidence of break
down, up to 30 per cent, on
account of some technical/soft-
ware pitches in these buses,” the
communication to Wagh said. 

Tata Motors has a credible
global reputation and it was
with great hope and confi-
dence that the Delhi Transport
Corporation entrusted this
“ambitiously designed” con-
tract for 1,500 electric buses, it
noted. 

“There is now a feeling of

being let down. You will appre-
ciate that public transport is the
lifeline of any city. Performance
of this nature especially in the
capital city does not behove a
company of the stature of Tata
Motors,” it further said.

Kundra also said the buses
will be stopped to ply if the
problem is not rectified by
Sunday.  “...We will be con-
strained to stop out shedding of
these buses and impose applic-
able penalties as per the con-
tract,” it said.

Taking to Twitter, Gahlot
said the government stands
committed to provide safe,
convenient and reliable public
transport to the people of
Delhi.  “I have directed trans-
port commissioner that if tech-
nical defect of Electric Buses
inducted last week is not rec-
tified/removed by Tata Motors
by Sunday 9.07.2023, then such
buses will not be put in oper-
ation. Penalties as applicable
will be imposed. We stand

committed to provide safe,
convenient and reliable public
transport to Delhiites,” he said.
A Tata Motors spokesperson
said initial glitches in these
buses are being rectified by
experts on a priority basis.

“TML CV Mobility
Solutions is currently operating
120 buses in Delhi and they
have cumulatively covered over
1,00,000 km distance in just six
days. 

“These zero-emission
buses are equipped with
advanced electronic control
systems, which sometimes
require optimisation under
actual running conditions to
deliver best results,” he said. 

“The glitches reported in
initial operations are being
corrected on priority by an
expert team of technicians and
specialists stationed at the
Mayapuri depot where we have
set-up a state-of-the-art
enabling ecosystem to charge,
maintain and operate the fleet. 

“With more smart buses
scheduled to be added weekly,
this infrastructure is being
replicated at other depots as
well. By this weekend, we will
ensure that all buses are avail-
able as per schedule for deliv-
ering enhanced performance
and higher uptime, in line
with our contractual obliga-
tions. We are committed to
make public transportation in
Delhi safe, convenient, com-
fortable and green,” the
spokesperson said.

Equipped with security
features such as CCTV cameras
and panic buttons, these buses
were the first of the total 1,500
electric vehicles that will be
inducted into the Transport
department’s fleet by the end of
2023, taking their total number
to 1,800. While flagging off the
electric buses in January, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
said 80 per cent of Delhi’s total
fleet will be electric by the end
of 2025.
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In a bid to decongest the
Outer Ring Road area near

Mukarba Chowk, Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has approved
the transfer of 1.20 acres of land
of Irrigation & Flood Control
(I&FC) department on a per-
manent basis to the Public
Works Department (PWD) for
the construction of underpass
near Mukarba Chowk includ-
ing construction of approach
road from Badli Junction to
Haiderpur Metro Station in

North Delhi.  
The proposal which has

been pending since September
of the previous year, will direct-
ly alleviate traffic congestion in
the area, benefiting commuters
and residents. 

The I&FC Department
measured the area based on the
markings provided by the
PWD, amounting to 4833.75
square meters or 1.20 acres.
Currently, at the Mukarba
Chowk junction and Haiderpur
Metro station, traffic remains

heavy throughout the day as
the section comes under the
Outer Ring Road and on the
Delhi-Haryana border, with
vehicles from Delhi and near-
by areas using the road in
large numbers. With the con-
struction of these underpasses,
congestion will reduce. It will
also facilitate a smooth com-
mute for people travelling to
and from Rohini, Wazirabad,
Azadpur market and Transport
Nagar. Following the LG’s
directions in the last meeting of

the Task Force to monitor the
77 corridors, the I&FC
Department granted permis-
sion to commence work at the
site in April 2023 after review-
ing the alignment and layout
plan for the service road sub-
mitted by the PWD. The land
transfer will be conducted on
a permanent basis and has
been valued at Rs. 850.26 lakhs
as per the revised rate set by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) for the allotment of
institutional land controlled
by the Central
Government/GNCTD for non-
commercial purposes on a ‘no
profit no loss’ basis for the
financial year 2020-22.

The PWD had initially
requested the permanent trans-
fer of land on September 6,
2022, for the construction of
the approach road leading to
the underpass from the entry
point of the flyover near
Mukarba Chowk. 

Subsequently, the PWD
commenced work at the loca-
tion in anticipation of a No
Objection Certificate (NOC)
from the I&FC Department.
However, instead of resolving
the matter through coordina-
tion, the I&FC Department
lodged a police complaint on
November 29, 2022, regarding
unauthorized construction at
the site. It is worth noting that
the LG has repeatedly empha-
sized the importance of seam-
less inter-departmental coor-
dination and advised officers
against working in isolation.

This project falls under
the initiative to decongest the
77 identified corridors in the
National Capital, which is
directly monitored by the Delhi
LG. The construction work
will be carried out in a manner
that does not disrupt or disturb
any utility services already pre-
sent underground from other
departments. 
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The tussle over appointment
of private individuals as fel-

lows and associate fellows
intensified with the Delhi
Legislative Assembly speaker
Ram Niwas Geol on Friday
written to Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena saying
there was no reason for
Assembly secretariat to dis-
continue fellowships and any
action taken against them will
be a breach of privilege and
contempt of the House.

In his letter, Goel said fel-
low /associate fellow of the
Delhi Assembly Research
Centre (DARC) were engaged
after following the due process
of as required by law.  “As the
Fellowship Programme does
not fall under employment/

appointment the question of
violating the constitutional
provisions of reservations does
not arise. The OMs mentioned
in the Services Department’s
letter regarding reservations
solely pertain to appointments
and not research fellowship”.

“The Fellow/ Associate
Fellow is neither a ‘civil post”
nor the same is an “office”. A
civil post is created as per
Article 309 and the appoint-
ment and removal of a person
appointed on a civil post in
accordance to Article 311.  

There is neither any appli-
cation of the above Articles in
the Fellowship programme nor
can the Fellows take any shel-
ter of the same in the event of
the early termination of the
contract. Thus, the persons
engaged in the Fellowship

Programme cannot be stated to
holding a ‘civil post’ or appoint-
ment/ employment. In such a
situation, it is not clear how it
is being claimed that the
Fellowship Programme is a
‘Services’ matter”, reads the
letter. 

The letter further said these
communications issued by the
Services Department and
Finance Department appear
to have been issued in a hurried
manner without examining the
matter in detail or seeking
legal opinion or the views of the
affected stake holders
Displacing these young pro-
fessionals without any discus-
sion or notice is against the
principles of natural justice
and smacks of arbitrariness
and unexplained vindictive-
ness.
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The dual elevated Eastern
Cross Taxiways and the

fourth runway at the Delhi
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA)  will be opera-
tional from July 13, that will
enhance capacity amid growing
air traffic. Union Civil aviation
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
will inaugurate it on July 13. 

Initially, the new runway,
named ‘Runway 29 Right and
11 Left’ (29R/11L), will be
used exclusively for ‘depar-
tures’. After the launch, the
IGIA  which is also the coun-
try’s largest airport, currently
has three operational runways
and handles more than 1,500
aircraft movements every day
Currently, it operates with a
three-runway system known as
the northerly runway and
southerly runway, designated as

27-28 North and 29 South. The
Eastern Cross Taxiways (ECT),
which is 2.1 kilometres long
and can accommodate wide-
body aircraft, will reduce the

time spent on the tarmac by
passengers after landing and
before take-off of their flights. 

With the fourth runway,
eventually, the airport will have

enhanced capacity to handle
more aircraft movements.
GMR Group Deputy Managing
Director I Prabhakara Rao on
Friday at a media briefing said

the ECT and the fourth runway
will be operational from July
13. “The fourth runway and the
ECT are a firm part of enhanc-
ing capacity (of the airport) and
aligning with airlines’ growth in
the future. We are going to be
future-ready for that growth,”
Rao said. 

Both the ECT and the
fourth runway are becoming
operational at a time when the
country’s domestic air traffic is
on an upward trajectory and
some airlines have placed huge
aircraft orders as part of mas-
sive expansion plans.  

The ECT will connect the
Northern and Southern air-
fields on the Eastern side of the
airport, and will reduce the
taxiing distance for an aircraft
by seven kilometres. The dis-
tance an aircraft needs to cover
after landing on the third run-
way and going to Terminal 1

(T1) will be reduced to two
kilometres from 9 kilometres
now. “With the construction of
the ECT, IGI Airport will
become the only airport in
India to have an elevated taxi-
way with roads passing below
it,” a release said.  

The dual-lane ECT can
handle wide-body aircraft,
including A-380 and B-777
and B-747.  Each lane is 44
metres wide with a gap of 47
metres between them to allow
simultaneous passage of two
aircraft.  IGIA is operated by
the Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL), a consortium led
by GMR Airports
Infrastructure Ltd. According
to DIAL, the ECT is estimated
to save around 350 kilograms
of fuel every time an aircraft
taxies through the runway
from RWY 29R to Terminal 1
and vice versa.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal postponed to July

14 a meeting of the National
Capital Civil Services Authority
(NCCSA) which was original-
ly scheduled for Friday. 

A communication from
Chief Minister’s Office to the
NCCSA secretary and princi-
pal secretary (home) of the
Delhi government said the
chief minister would not be
able to convene the meeting of
Authority on July 7 due to some
exigencies. 

It said the chief minister
has rescheduled the meeting on
July 14 at his camp office.
Officials said the agenda of the
Friday meeting was capacity
building of officers and some
transfer/posting of DASS cadre
grade one officials.

The AAP has challenged
the ordinance in the Supreme
Court that fixed July 10 as date
of hearing of the matter. Top
sources said that the minutes of
the previous meeting are yet to
be approved. After June 29
meeting Kejriwal had issued
several crucial directives per-
taining to pending transfer-
posting proposals. 

“A total of eleven women
officers had requested transfers

on sympathetic grounds. Chief
Minister supported these
requests, stating that working
women handle work at both
the office and home, and there-
fore their requests must be con-
sidered favorably on sympa-
thetic grounds. 

Both the bureaucrats — the
Chief Secretary and Principal
Secretary (Home) — did not
oppose the Chief Minister’s
stand during the meeting.
However, while finalising the
minutes of the meeting, the
bureaucrats callously over-
turned all decisions of the
Chief Minister, proceeding
with their own agenda instead,”
it said. 

The Delhi Government
said NCCSA has been reduced
to a farce with bureaucrats
dictating their own will and
overturning Chief Minister’s
decisions.
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Despite the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC)

repeatedly urging commuters
to refrain from acts like record-
ing or dancing, a video of two
women dancing to an old
Hindi song inside a train has
surfaced on  Twitter.

The clip shows two women
dancing inside a coach of Delhi
Metro using the poles placed to
help travellers support them-
selves during their journey.
The video is posted by a twit-
ter user .

The video posted on July 6
opens shows a woman holding
a pole and lip syncing to a song.
Soon, she is joined by another
woman and they both go on to
show a few dance steps. The
duo is seen dancing to the
Hindi song ‘Main Toh Beghar
Hoon.’ The song is from the
1979 film ‘Suhaag.’

Recently, a video of a group
of ‘kanwariyas’ dancing inside
a Delhi Metro train had gone
viral on social media, forcing
the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) to warn
that all commuters to maintain
discipline and decorum while
travelling in the train.

New Delhi: The  Arvind
Kejriwal government is setting
up 200 Kanwar camps across
the national Capital with facil-
ities of waterproof tents, wash-
rooms, clean water. On Friday,
Revenue Minister Atishi
reviewed the preparations for
the camp being set up by the
government at Maharaja
Agrasen Park, Kashmere Gate. 

“Serving Shiva devotees
during the sacred month of
Sawan is an act of virtue and
devotion. In this direction, the
Kejriwal government is fulfill-
ing its responsibility by provid-

ing all the necessary facilities to
the kanwariyas,” she said. The
Kanwar Camp at Kashmere
Gate can accommodate up to
10,000 kanwariyas, the state-
ment said. It also has a grand
spacious dining hall for kan-
wariyas to receive prasad, it said.

“This year, 200 Kanwar
Camps are being set up across
Delhi where all necessary facil-
ities will be available for the kan-
wariyas. This includes water-
proof tents, accommodation
arrangements, clean water, toi-
lets, and other provisions. 

Staff Reporter 
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From mango eating competi-
tions to mango themed

quizzes and contests, the city’s
popular annual event, the
mango festival, is back after a
long wait of three years on
Friday. 

At the 32th Mango Festival
2023 organised by Delhi
Tourism and Transportation
Development Corporation at
Janakpuri Dilli Haat, the par-
ticipating mango-growers across
India displayed newer varieties
of the fruit besides the usual hits
such as Langra, Chausa, Rataul,
Hussainara, Ramkela, Kesar,
Fazri, Mallika, and Amrapalihat.

Being organised in the Capital
since 1988, this year’s edition
had over 500 varieties of man-

goes displayed by participants
from Bihar, Haryana, Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttrakhand

and Uttar Pradesh.  The event
will showcase mangoes of var-
ious shapes and sizes, ranging
from grape-sized mangoes to
papaya-sized mangoes.  Delhi
Tourism Minister Atishi inau-
gurated the 32nd Mango
Festival on Friday.

“Mangoes which is every-
one’s favourite fruit and summers
are synonymous. It brings back
cherished childhood memories
of bonding over mango-eating
competitions. While we wit-
nessed numerous mango
orchards in our time, children
growing up in metropolitan
cities like Delhi might miss out
on these experiences. However,
this unique initiative by the

Delhi government will provide
them an opportunity to experi-
ence the journey of mangoes
from orchards to plates and
learn more about the kings of
fruits,” she said. “The  Arvind
Kejriwal in Delhi regularly
organises such events to promote
rich art, culture, and employ-
ment opportunities,” she said. 

During this three-day festi-
val, people can enjoy various
cultural programmes along with
different types of mangoes from
12 pm to 10 pm. There is no
entry fee for the festival, and free
shuttle service from Tilak Nagar
Metro Station has been
arranged for the convenience of
visitors.
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New Delhi: The leaders of
both groups of lawyers alleged-
ly involved in the firing inci-
dent at the Tis Hazari Court
complex were arrested on
Friday and remanded to three
days in police custody. 

Manish Sharma, the vice-
president of the Delhi Bar
Association, and Lalit Sharma,
the brother of the association’s
secretary Atul Sharma, have
been arrested, police said.
Further raids are underway, the
police added.  Three advocates
were arrested in connection

with the firing incident and
sent to four-day police custody
by a local court on Thursday.
Five shots were fired at the
court complex in north Delhi
following a confrontation
between two groups of lawyers. 

A purported video of the
incident was circulated on
social media, showing a man
dressed as a lawyer firing what
appeared to be a pistol, though
police did not verify the
authenticity of the clip. Deputy
commissioner of police (DCP),
north district, Sagar Singh

Kalsi said the two men arrest-
ed on Friday have been iden-
tified as Manish Sharma and
Lalit Sharma.Kalsi said Manish
Sharma is the senior vice pres-
ident of Delhi Bar Association
(DBA) at Tis Hazari court
complex while Lalit Sharma, is
the brother of DBA secretary
Atul Sharma. 

The police said the two
groups were allegedly involved
in the firing incident that was
reported on the court premis-
es on Wednesday.

Staff Reporter 
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Two Chinese nationals have
been detained for alleged-

ly living in Greater Noida with
expired visas, police officials
said on Friday.

The foreigners, identified
as Deng Chonckon and Meng
Shouguo and aged around 30,
were living in the Greenwoods
Society in Sector Omega 1 of
Greater Noida. The duo
worked at the Chinese phone
maker Oppo’s facility here, the
officials said.

“Based on inputs, pass-
port and visa verification of the
Chinese nationals was done by
officials of the Beta 2 police sta-
tion on Wednesday and it was
found that the validity of their
documents (visas) has expired,”

a police spokesperson said.
After this, the foreigners were
detained and legal proceedings
initiated against them. The
two have been been sent to a
detention centre in Delhi’s R K
Puram for further proceedings
for their deportation, the police
added.

A local police official said
that the Chinese nationals had
arrived in India on e-Business
Visa for six months and worked
at the Oppo’s facility in Greater
Noida.  “The validity of their
visas had expired on April 22,”
the official added. In Uttar
Pradesh’s Gautam Buddha
Nagar district, the police had
earlier detained 15 Chinese
nationals who were staying
without valid visas in the Uttar
Pradesh district in July last year.
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Days after the Indian con-
sulate in San Francisco

was vandalised by alleged
Khalistani supporters, several
US lawmakers and influential
Indian-Americans have con-
demned the attempted arson at
the  consulate and called for
expeditious action against
those behind this “criminal
act.” 

They also slammed the
“violent rhetoric” against
India's Ambassador to the US
Taranjit Singh Sandhu and said
free speech does not mean a
license to incite violence or
vandalise property. A video by
Khalistan supporters, dated
July 2 and posted on Twitter,

showed the act of arson at the
Indian consulate in San
Francisco.The video, with the
words “violence begets vio-
lence” emblazoned over it, also
showed news articles related to
the death of Canada-based
Khalistan Tiger Force (KTF)
chief Hardeep Singh Nijjar.
Nijjar, one of India's most-
wanted terrorists who carried
a cash reward of Rs 10 lakh on
his head, was shot dead outside
a gurdwara in Canada last
month. 

In a joint statement issued
on Thursday, Congressmen Ro
Khanna and Michael Waltz, co-
chairs of the Congressional
Caucus on India and Indian-
Americans, said violence
against diplomatic facilities
will not be tolerated.  “As the
co-chairs of the India Caucus,

we strongly condemn the
attempted arson and vandalism
at the Indian Consulate in San
Francisco and the posters cir-
culating on social media with
violent rhetoric aimed at Indian
diplomats, including
Ambassador Sandhu,” they
said. “We support the right to
free speech and freedom of
expression for every American
but that is not a license to van-
dalise property or incite vio-
lence. 

Violence against diplo-
matic facilities is a criminal
offence and will not be toler-
ated. We urge the State
Department to coordinate with
law enforcement in their inves-
tigation of the damage at the
Indian Consulate expeditious-
ly and hold those involved
accountable,” they added.

Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick
said the attack on the Indian
consulate is unacceptable. “I
firmly condemn the repeated
hateful attacks on the Indian
Consulate and look forward to
those involved being held
accountable with appropriate
legal action,” he said. 

Till Thursday, no action
was taken against those
involved in the attack on the
Indian consulate. A spokesper-
son of the National Security
Council of the White House
said the US takes the safety and
security of diplomats very seri-
ously. “We take very seriously
the safety and security of diplo-
mats living in the United States
and strongly condemn acts of
vandalism or violence against
diplomatic facilities or per-
sonnel,” the spokesperson told. 
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Welcoming the Gujarat
High Court's decision

rejecting Rahul Gandhi's plea
to stay his conviction in a
defamation case, the BJP on
Friday said  the Congress leader
is in  “chronic habit” to abuse
and defame others and will
have to face “ consequences” .

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, BJP leader and for-
mer Union minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said Rahul
was in the habit of insulting
others by his comments with-
out being careful or doing
proper homework.

He said there are seven-
eight defamation cases against
the former Congress presi-
dent. Prasad said  the Congress
leader refused to apologise for
his 'Modi surname' jibe and
displayed “irresponsible arro-
gance”. 

If he behaves like this and
defames people and institu-
tions, the law will catch up with
him, he said adding he will
have to face consequences,
Prasad said. The BJP leader
noted that Gandhi has also
been accused of insulting a
great patriot such as Veer
Savarkar and the Hindutva

organisation RSS. Prasad asked
the Congress why it can’t train
Gandhi to speak with decorum.
“The Surat trial court, which
sentenced him for two years,
gave him the opportunity to say
sorry. But what did he do? He
said he won’t say sorry because
he is not VD Savarkar. He
defamed legendary freedom
fighter Savarkar also and his
grandson has also sued
Gandhi,” said Prasad.

It is his arrogance that he
believes he is above the law as
he is from the Gandhi family,
Prasad said. On Congress
party’s  contention that it was
disproportionate to give the
maximum two year sentence
available under defamation,
Prasad said, “The Congress
asks why such a harsh sentence
was awarded. We ask why such
a harsh offence was commit-
ted?” He also called Rahul a
“serial offender”  in relation to
the  defamation cases. 
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India on Friday asked the
United Kingdom to take

strong action against alleged
Khalistan supporters who
threatened top Indian diplo-
mats recently during talks here
between National Security
Advisor(NSA)Ajit Doval and
his British counterpart Tim
Barrow.

India raised the  demand to
either deport or legal prosecu-
tion in view of the threat issued
by  the Khalistani backers to
take out a ‘Kill India’ rally to the
Indian High Commission in
London on July 8. The tweets
announcing the rally featured
images of High Commissioner
Vkiram Doraiswami and India’s
consul general in Birmingham,
Shashank Vikram.

In this backdrop, Doval
urged his British counterpart to
take strong public action such
as deportation against extrem-
ist elements threatening officers
of Indian High Commission in
the UK, official sources said.
Doval raised the issue during
his wide-ranging talks with
Barrow, who is currently on a
visit to India. 

The two NSAs held one-

on-one talks followed by dele-
gation level dialogue. 

“The Indian side raised the
issue of the extremist elements
in the UK threatening individ-
ual officers of the Indian High
Commission and urged the
UK government to take strong
public action against these ele-
ments such as deportation or
legal prosecution,” said a source.

Both sides also agreed to
work closely to counter terror-
ism and terror financing. The
two NSAs also resolved to
deepen mutually beneficial
bilateral collaboration in criti-
cal and emerging technologies.

Pro-Khalistan groups have
issued posters inciting violence
against senior Indian diplo-
mats in the UK as well as in the
US, Canada and Australia.
India has already asked all
these countries to ensure safe-
ty and security of Indian diplo-
mats and its missions.

On Thursday, UK Foreign
Secretary James Cleverly said
“any direct attacks on the Indian
High Commission in London
are completely unacceptable.”
Cleverly also said “We have
made clear to @VDoraiswami
and the Government of India
that safety of staff at High
Commission is paramount.” 
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Opposition parties on Friday
rallied behind Congress

leader Rahul Gandhi over the
Gujarat High Court's dismissal
of his plea to stay his conviction
in a defamation case. 

Several parties who are
also part of the new alliance in
making, like AAP, accused the
government of “finding new
techniques to throttle”
Opposition leaders' voices.
Congress workers in several
States including Delhi, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Jammu and
Kashmir, southern States held
protests against the Gujarat
High Court verdict.

Alleging that the BJP used
“lies as part of a political con-
spiracy” to get Rahul Gandhi
suspended from Parliament,
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said no party leader or
worker is afraid of the saffron
party's “political conspiracy”
and will fight the battle both
legally and politically.

“Rahul Gandhi has always
fought for the truth and will
continue to fight in the future.
The truth is that fugitives like
Lalit Modi, Nirav Modi, Mehul
'Bhai', Vijay Mallya, and Jatin
Mehta, under the supervision
of the Modi government fled
the country and reached
abroad suspiciously after taking

public money.  The BJP freed
them but used lies as part of a
political conspiracy, (to) put
Mr. Rahul Gandhi in the dock
and got him suspended from
Parliament,” Kharge alleged. 

AAP, which has been at
loggerheads with the Congress
of late, came out in support of
Rahul Gandhi and accused the
BJP of indulging in “unpro-
ductive politics” to divert peo-
ple's attention from real issues. 

AAP chief spokesperson
Priyanka Kakkar said that it
was certainly wrong and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
had also called it “wrong”
when the former Lok Sabha
MP was convicted in the case.

While RJD MP Manoj Jha
said these judgements don't
give a positive sense of the judi-
cial architecture, Shiv Sena
Uddhav leader and a Rajya
Sabha member Priyanka
Chaturvedi remarked that this
kind of order on Rahul Gandhi
was expected.  

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the AICC headquarters,
Congress spokesperson and
Rahul Gandhi's counsel in the
case Abhishek Singhvi said the
Gujarat High Court dismissing
Rahul Gandhi's plea was “high-
ly disappointing, but not unex-
pected”. “The jurisprudence
we have received from Gujarat,
both from High Court and

Sessions Court, is unique
because it has no other paral-
lel or precedent in the jurispru-
dence of the defamation law.
HC has called it a heinous
crime as if it is a crime against
the country,” he said.

AICC general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said
Rahul Gandhi is fighting the
battle for truth and people's
interests, and an “arrogant
regime” is using all the tricks to
deter him. In a long Twitter
post in Hindi soon after the
Gujarat High Court order,
Priyanka Gandhiquoted the
poem “samar shesh hai...(bat-
tle is yet to be over)” by
Ramdhari Singh 'Dinkar' and
launched a scathing attack on
the Modi government.

“Rahul Gandhi is fighting
the battle for truth and people's
interests against this 'arrogant
regime',” she said. The
Congress leader alleged that the
“arrogant regime” wants ques-
tions related to people's inter-
ests that help improve their
lives should not be raised. The
arrogant regime is trying every
trick in the book to suppress
the truth, it is adopting all
means — 'saam, daam, dand,
bhed, chal, kapat (money,
power, punishment, discrimi-
nation, deceit)' — to distract
from questions related to the
interests of the public,” she said.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that the

residents of Kashi reside in the
soul of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “This is the
reason that despite being busy
at the global and international
level, the PM is unable to give
up the temptation to visit his
Kashi. There is concern and
contemplation in his mind for
the heritage and culture here,”
said Yogi while welcoming the
PM in Varanasi during the
public meeting held at
Wajidpur on Friday.

Welcoming the PM for

giving global recognition to
Kashi, the holy land of Baba
Vishwanath in the holy month
of Shrawan, the CM said the
new form of culture and pros-
perity is being seen not only in
Kashi but also in the country
and the state. 
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Former Minister of Justice of
Saudi Arabia Mohammad

bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa , known
to be an influential leader and
considered to be a leading voice
on moderate Islam, will hold
talks next week here with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval.

He will also hold discussions
with top government officials
and promote inter-faith dia-
logue and religious tolerance,
sources said here on Friday.

His five-day visit com-
mences July 10. Al-Issa is a lead-
ing global voice on moderate
Islam and a reformist.

The Islamic scholar is
known for promoting inter-
faith dialogue and espousing the
cause of world peace. Al-Issa will
address a gathering of promi-
nent religious and community
leaders and academics in the
national capital where he is
expected to encourage dialogue
between civilizations, religious
tolerance, intercultural com-

munication, non-violence and
religious pluralism. 

Doval will also address the
gathering at India Islamic
Cultural Centre in New Delhi.

Al-Issa will also meet the
president of the Indian Council
for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
and interact with a group of dis-
tinguished faith leaders at
Vivekananda International
Foundation. His visit itinerary
will also include a trip to the
famous Akshardham Temple
and Jama Masjid for Friday
prayers.  He will also make a trip
to Agra, sources said.

Al-Issa is currently serving
as secretary general of the
Muslim World League and is
widely recognized for his
prominent role in promoting
moderate Islam and fostering
empathy, understanding, and
cooperation among people of all
backgrounds.
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With the objective of benefiting scores of Indian-Americans
waiting for their green cards, a member of the President's

Advisory Commission on Asian Americans, Native Hawaiian and 
Pacific Islanders has recommended that all unused green cards
for family and employment categories since 1992 be recaptured.

The proposed step will help in cutting bureaucratic delays
in the green application process 
and provide relief to individuals waiting in backlogs, Indian
American Ajay Bhutoria said in his set of recommendations sub-
mitted before the commission late Thursday.
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In a step towards promoting
digitisation and in sync with

Digital India mission, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Friday launched here an
National Cadet Corps (NCC)
Integrated Software.

The NCC Integrated
Software, developed in part-
nership with Bhaskaracharya
Institute for Space Applications
and Geo Informatics (BISAG),
is a single window interactive
software for Cadets, designed
on the ‘Entry to Exit Model’.

The NCC Integrated
Software is based on the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s
vision of “Once a Cadet always
a cadet”, and will digitalize the
entire process from the stage of
enrolment as a cadet in NCC
till exit registration as alumni. 

This will enable seamless
issue of certificates, creation of
an all India database of NCC
cadets at the time of their

employment.
During this event, the

NCC and State Bank of India
(SBI) also signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in the
presence of Raksha Mantri to
open zero balance accounts of
all NCC Cadets with debit
card, chequebook & passbook
facility under SBI’s “Pahli
Udaan” scheme. About five
lakh cadets will be benefitted by
this MoU every year.

The account will remain
functional till completion of
training or attaining 18 years of

age whichever is later. This will
not only introduce the cadets
to the national banking system
but also provide them with a
ready platform to avail benefit
of other govt schemes 
through DBT (Direct Benefit
Transfer) of funds into their
accounts.

Under the DBT initiative,
the Ministry of Defence has
reformed the physical uniform
distribution process to make it
more transparent and seamless,
allowing direct bank transfer of
uniform allowance in the bank
accounts of the NCC cadets.
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Aprogramme will be organ-
ised on the occasion of the

death anniversary of former
Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar at Paradkar Bhavan
here on Saturday at 11.30 am
under the auspices of
Chandrashekhar Samajwadi
Nyas. Giving this information,
convenor of the event Kunwar
Suresh Singh said on the occasion
a seminar on the topic,
‘Condition and direction of vil-
lages and farmers of Gandhi’s
country’ will be held. 

He said the chief guest of
the programme will be former
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir, Meghalaya, Goa and
Bihar Satyapal Malik while the
guest of honour will be Rajya
Sabha member Prof Manoj
Jha. He said in the proposed
programme, a good number of
intellectuals apart from politi-
cal and social workers of dif-
ferent groups supporting
democracy, secularism and
equality will take part. He said
in the seminar, speakers will
also throw light on the present
political scenario.



Managing personal
finances effectively
is crucial for achiev-

ing financial goals and secur-
ing a stable future.
Fortunately, the rise of fin-
tech has brought forth a
wide range of apps and tools
that simplify personal
finance management. In this
article, we will explore how
fintech has made personal
finance management more
accessible, convenient, and
efficient. From budgeting
and expense tracking to goal
setting and investment man-
agement, fintech apps and
tools are empowering indi-
viduals to take control of
their finances and make
informed financial decisions.
Budgeting and Expenses  

Fintech apps have revo-
lutionised the way individu-
als create and manage bud-
gets. These apps provide
intuitive interfaces and
automation features that
make budgeting effortless.
Users can track their income,
expenses, and savings goals
in real-time, categorise trans-
actions, and receive person-
alised insights on spending
habits. Some apps even offer
smart notifications and alerts
to help users stay within

their budgetary limits. With
the convenience of automat-
ed expense tracking and
budgeting, individuals can
gain a clear understanding of
their financial standing and
make informed decisions
about saving and spending.
Cash Flow Management 

Fintech tools facilitate
seamless cash flow manage-
ment by consolidating vari-
ous financial accounts into a
single dashboard. These tools
enable users to view their
account balances, analyse
cash inflows and outflows,
and monitor bill payment
due dates. By centralising
financial information, indi-
viduals can effectively plan
their cash flow, avoid late
payments, and minimise
financial stress. Fintech apps
also offer features like auto-
matic bill payments and pay-
ment reminders, streamlin-

ing the process and ensuring
timely payments. With
enhanced cash flow manage-
ment, individuals can main-
tain financial stability and
avoid unnecessary fees or
penalties.
Financial Planning

Fintech apps provide
users with the ability to set
financial goals and track
progress towards achieving
them. Whether it's saving for
a down payment, building an
emergency fund, or planning
for retirement, these apps
offer goal-specific tools and
calculators. Users can set
targets, establish timelines,
and receive personalised rec-
ommendations on how to
reach their goals. Fintech
tools also integrate invest-
ment planning, allowing
users to evaluate different
strategies and make
informed decisions based on
their risk tolerance and time
horizon. By enabling effective
goal setting and financial
planning, fintech apps
empower individuals to turn
their aspirations into action-
able plans.
Robo-Advisory Services 

Investing can be complex
and intimidating for many
individuals. Fintech has

addressed this challenge by
offering investment man-
agement tools and robo-
advisory services. These tools
utilise algorithms and artifi-
cial intelligence to create and
manage investment portfo-
lios based on an individual's
financial goals and risk tol-
erance. Users can access per-
sonalised investment advice,
monitor portfolio perfor-
mance, and make adjust-
ments as needed. With lower
fees compared to tradition-
al investment management
services, fintech-driven
investment platforms make
investing more accessible to
a broader range of individu-
als, allowing them work
towards financial indepen-
dence.
Financial Education Fintech
apps and tools go beyond
transactional functions by
providing financial education
and insights. These plat-
forms offer educational
resources, such as articles,
tutorials, and videos, to
enhance financial literacy. 
Fintech apps and tools have
transformed personal 

(The writer is the Chief
Executive Officer and

Founder of PaySprint and
SprintVerify)
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inside and around the houses.    
Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Sir — Most of the Indian communities
proudly wear their racial identities on their
sleeves and assert their ethnic roots and
regional interests at the drop of a hat.

So despite representing India in the
SAFF Cup final, Manipuri footballer
Jeakson Singh Thounaojam was well with-
in his rights to wrap himself in the
Kangleipak flag immediately after Indians
had beaten Kuwait on penalties. According
to his own admission, Singh has acted so
as to transmit a message of peace to
Manipur and India so that nobody indulges
in fight. Though this message of Singh is
laudable, it also raises a question why did
he make Kangleipak flag and "my Manipur
flag" as synonymous entities when the flag
actually represents seven clan dynasties of
the Meitei ethnicity of Ancient Manipur

only! How can it get certified as "Manipur
flag" when it does not represent the Kukis
Nagas and other tribes of the Hills like
Mizos who are also part and parcel of the
state! Are the Kukis Nagas and others not
part of Singh's "my Manipur" despite
their collective numerical strength being
close to 50% of the state population! Are
one and only the Meiteis falling victims to
the current arson in Manipur! Are the
Kukis also not suffering! Even if it gets
believed that Jeakson Singh is in much sin-
cere pain for the man-made miseries being
suffered by all persons of Manipur irrespec-
tive of ethnicity and religion; still his appar-
ently constructive action is definitely not
inclusive enough as symbolically the
Kangleipak flag doesn't represent the
non-Meitei communities.

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — Incident involving Lalu Prasad Yadav
and his comments directed towards Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Lalu's swipe at
Modi, as he clarified his 'get married' advice
to Rahul Gandhi, has sparked a significant
amount of controversy and deserves fur-
ther analysis.

Firstly, Lalu Prasad Yadav's statement
advising Rahul Gandhi to get married was
initially met with confusion and specula-
tion. However, his recent clarification has
shed some light on his intentions. Lalu
claims that his advice was not meant to be
taken literally but rather as a metaphori-
cal suggestion for Rahul to establish a
stronger political alliance or partnership.
While such metaphors can be subject to
interpretation, it is essential to consider the
context and underlying message being con-
veyed.While Lalu's metaphorical sugges-
tion could have been better articulated, it
raises valid concerns regarding coalition
politics and leadership styles. As respon-
sible citizens, let us focus on constructive
dialogue that addresses substantial policy
matters and benefits the nation as a
whole.  

Maimul Safui | Howrah
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Sir — Monsoon brings with it a host of
infections and diseases. Mosquito- borne
viral infections and diseases like common
cold, typhoid and dengue are reportedly on
the rise in different parts of the country.
In particular, dengue has raised its hood
in some areas of India. A deviation in the
common duration of symptoms like fever
is noted in dengue patients across the coun-
try. Fever that used to subside in four to
seven days is being observed for ten days
or more in a few cities. Since nearly 400
million global people are affected by
dengue, many asymptomatic, the infection
has to be viewed with utmost seriousness.
Mosquito control is the key; simple mea-
sures like keeping the windows and doors
of houses closed should do the trick.

Stagnant water, a fertile source for
mosquitos, should be expeditiously cleared
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hate and trolling that has now
become the norm on social
media, dog whistling and innu-
endoes by senior functionaries
of the neighbouring states kept
the unnecessary passions, alive.
It took the Supreme Court to
step in and state the obvious
that, “It is a completely wrong
order” as the issue was beyond
the remit of the High Court.
An important lesson in main-
taining (or even changing) the
existing ‘arrangement’ with
due sensitivity and demon-
strated impartiality in a caul-
dron like Manipur, was forgot-
ten. One cannot appeal for
calm and throw oil on fire,
simultaneously. Governance
failed in Manipur, as in
France.The lay of the land in
France is similarly tense with
contrasting issues of integration
or racism (as perceived by
opposite sides) of immigrants,
with the native French. There
has been a history of unrest and
polarisation that requires any
incident to flare up into full-
fledged riots, as now. Like any
democracy, there are genuine
grievances for both sides of the
‘divide’ to complain about,
affording various competing
political parties and ideologies
to selectively prey upon the
same and for the looters to ulti-
mately exploit. To assume that
the fault resides only on one
side of the ‘divide’ is complete-
ly partisan, convenient and

dangerously escalatory. Such
vulnerable situations and times
necessitate the primary forces
i.e., ruling politicians, to shed
their partisan positions and
assume neutrality, even at the
cost of defying their earlier
stances. This is exactly where
politicians invariably fail the
situation.In France, a 17-year-
old immigrant boy was shot
dead during a traffic stop. One
side of the argument alluded to
an obvious wrong (driving
without a license) and violating
the rules by attempting to
escape the police, whilst the
other side spoke about the
disproportionate reaction from
the police owing to discrimina-
tory and racist tendencies
towards the immigrants. Both
sides of the argument were
valid, and it is the application
of a binary or selective lens that
inflamed the situation. This
specific situation also brought
in the importance of question-
ing the officialese, as the French
Police were made to retract its
initial position that it had acted
in self-defence. Last year, 13
instances (entailing mainly
immigrants) of occupants of
cars in similar situations were
killed and not one conviction
of police took place – it is high-
ly unlikely that had this inci-
dent not been recorded, the
police would not have accept-
ed its overreaction.
Importantly, the French

President led the situation by
immediately describing the
incident as ‘inexplicable and
inexcusable’ (to the consterna-
tion of the Police), therefore
nothing justifies the continuing
riots.

Perhaps the sanest voice
came from the mother of the
victim who said, “I don't blame
the police, I blame one person:
the one who took the life of my
son” and that he, “saw an Arab
face, a little kid, and wanted to
take his life”. But as it always
happens, the voice of the real
victims takes a backseat as the
politicians stick to their guns
and the looters take to the
streets in the name of the vic-
tims.

The finger(trigger) happy
on social media are content to
peddle their preferred versions
that practically disallow the
politicians to be restrained and
rise above partisan agendas. A
nation that revels each time
Zidane or Mbappe score a
goal, can regress into its baser
instinct just as quickly, just as
some immigrants refuse to
accept French ways, without
conditions – reality is always
more complicated, politics
always simplistic and
unhinged. 

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor of

Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry. The views

expressed are personal)
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As the Manipur ten-
sions linger, news of
violence from France
posits a similar
conundrum and

lessons. Globally, local societies are
predicated on tense ‘arrangement’
amongst its diversities which can
suddenly flare up with deep-root-
ed and subliminal perceptions,
whenever a trigger disrupts and
re-ignites the status quo of that
‘arrangement’, in the
tinderbox.Consequential societal
dissonance and polarisation are
invaluable to three elements i.e.,
amoral politicians who seek to
sharpen their polarising agendas
with the selective blame game, sec-
ondly, the loyal partisan cadres
(social media savvy but distant
from the place of actual tension)
who connect the unrelated dots to
contextualise the situation towards
even more polarisation, and last-
ly, the opportunistic rioters who
simply take situational advantage
to loot and plunder. 

It happened in Manipur, and
now it is happening in
France.Truth is never black-or-
white but cherry-picking of facts
by all three participating ele-
ments ensures that the situation
rarely heals. Those in primary
position to thaw the situation i.e.,
politicians or leadership of con-
flicting groups, do not do so for
fear of losing their legitimacy in
the eyes of their constituents –
instead, optics of make-believe
bravado, irreconcilability and
inflammatory allusions tend to
strengthen their hold. Therefore,
nuance is the first and foremost
casualty.In Manipur, it was the sin-
gle-bench order that fractured the
existing ‘arrangement’ amongst
the restive groups, and soon the
situation exploded. There were
equal merits of arguments on
both sides of the conflicting par-
ties, except the politicians and
their loyal cadres fronted only
those faultlines that built their case
and chose to ignore the other par-
ties’ grievances. Soon the worst
happened, and the local narrative
evolved that the dispensation of
the day was batting for one side of
the ‘divide’. This is a dangerous
evolution as it even taints the
actions of apolitical and unbiased
Armed Forces who were requisi-
tioned towards the situation as the
Police had capitulated. Besides the
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(The writer is former
Director-General of
ICFRE, Ministry of

Environment, Forests
and Climate Change)

The cacophonies of political
leaders have started all over
India for the next Lok Sabha
elections to be held in the year
2024. This time the fractured

polity of the country has also reached
abroad where the Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has been giving vitriolic anti-
Modi speeches and inviting the people
abroad to help protect Indian democra-
cy. On the other hand, Prime Minister
Modi had addressed the Indian Diaspora
in Sydney about his government’s
achievements in the last 9 years recent-
ly while on an official tour to Australia
in May 2023 and his party has started the
campaigns in right earnest with Amit
Shah claiming that BJP will win 300
seats.

The Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar who ran the state government for
more than 20 years with BJP is now
spearheading a movement along with R
Chandrasekhar Rao Telangana Chief
Minister to unite the opposition and
strategising to unseat the BJP-led NDA
from power. The Congress and its allies
are upbeat after winning a thumping
majority in the May 2023 Karnataka
Assembly elections. West-Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Bannerji is also eye-
ing the leadership of the opposition in
case the BJP is sidelined in the race for
power.

Thus all political parties had already
started their campaigns both for the
upcoming assembly elections in 2023 in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Telangana and the
2024 Lok Sabha Election. The freebies
and Dharna and road blockage policy
announcements had again surfaced with
Kisan panchayats and others busy in
making announcements to focus on cap-
turing powers to get through these
means of attracting the attention of the
voters. The population of the country
had already crossed to over 142 crore
and India had surpassed China as the
world’s number one country in terms of
population.

n a democracy with such a
varied landscape and a huge pop-
ulation of young unemployed
people, the waiting political sub-
terfuge and mobilizations of peo-
ple by political parties by moral-
ly unfair means like freebies are
not uncommon. In such a situa-
tion the common man, the voter,
has to analyse the rhetoric of
politicians and choose their
rulers. However, the Indian vot-
ers have the uncanny habit of
fooling the political leaders by
exercising their votes in a very
subtle and intelligent manner to
choose the best possible option
right from the days of post
Emergency. However, this char-
acter of voters has seen a change
in recent years when they have
been falling for the allurements of
freebies. From the perspective of
our informed voters let us analyse
what are the issues of national
importance in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

Today the biggest hindrance
to the equitable distribution of
fruits of development is the ris-
ing population and unequal dis-
tribution of wealth and thus
poverty removal. Because of this
people fall for promises of free-
bies. Nothing can be free in a
vibrant economy as the taxpayers’
money political parties are
promising to squander without
calculating the capacity of the
exchequer to shoulder the bur-
den. Indian economy is viable
and largely unaffected by global
events because of the fiscal pru-
dence we exercise. The freebies
going to damage the economic
stability very badly and the elec-
tion commission or the Supreme
Court must come out to stop it
‘suo motu’ as the protector of our
constitutional propriety.

It is a misuse of the electoral

process and morally unconstitu-
tional except for free education
and health care but no political
party is promising to provide free
quality education and health care.
The country needs a law on pop-
ulation control to strictly enforce
punitive measures for population
control. The government with the
73rd Constitutional Amendment
had already enforced it by deny-
ing opportunity to parents with
more than two children from
contesting the Panchayat elec-
tions. The second important issue
is the adherence of our political
parties to true democratic values
for the long-term survival of
democracy both in the intra-
party dialogues as well as inter-
party confabulations and in the
assemblies and parliament. Our
politicians have often been crit-
icizing the Judiciary for its out-
reach to executive functions but
they forget that it is their biased
and uncalled-for actions the judi-
ciary had to intervene when the
warring politicians move High
Courts and Supreme Court on
small matters like calling the
session of state assemblies to
prove majority etc.

It thus calls for massive elec-
toral reforms. The third issue is
the controlled influx of foreign-
ers in a planned manner in the
country by the foreigners by
procuring documents and sectar-
ian agendas of political parties
play a key role in this regard. Such
influx had in the past created ten-
sion in many states and the time
has come to firmly deal with such
illegal immigrants through
appropriate and strong legal
means which should fix punitive
accountability for the government
servants for issuing or helping in
the procurement of documents.
The fourth issue is de-criminal-

izing politics as most political
parties have not only been taking
the help of criminals but the
criminals responsible for heinous
crimes are getting repeatedly
elected to parliament and state
assemblies and are slurred in
the name of democracy.

If this trend is not checked it
will pose the greatest threat to the
rule of law in the country which
is evident in many ways now. The
fifth issue from the citizens’ point
of view is the use of money and
muscle power in the elections.
Even national political parties are
taking money for issuing tickets
to aspirants and even after mon-
itoring by the election commis-
sion, a middle-class person can-
not think of standing in Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections.
Once these moneyed people win
they go for rampant corruption
and therefore, this is another
great threat to our democracy.

Sixth is ignorance of provid-
ing forums and solutions for the
regional aspirations and the vot-
ers are to be blamed also as they
fail to put forward their demands
or they give way to propaganda
machines during elections. The
seventh important issue is relat-
ed to the demand for the old pen-
sion scheme which the opposition
is milking in recent state elections
and the ruling BJP is oblivious.
Old pension scheme should be
opted with certain conditions
like eligibility after 25 years and
cutting down the flab or else NPS
should guarantee 50 % of the last
pay as pension. The Eighth is to
focus on the creation of employ-
ment and reforms in bureaucra-
cy to end red tape and biased
decision-making. Hope some of
these issues on behalf of voters
find a place in the forthcoming
elections this year and in 2024.
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On the face of it,
C o m p e n s a t o r y
Afforestation (CA) is a

well-meaning policy that aims
at saving the lush forests of
India while enabling econom-
ic development. The CA law
promulgated in 2016 mandates
that every time forest land is
diverted for non-forest pur-
poses such as mining or indus-
try, the user agency pays for
planting forests over an equal
area of non-forest land, or
when such land is not avail-
able, twice the area of degrad-
ed forest land. Additionally, in
line with the ‘polluter pays’
principle, the entity responsi-
ble for such land diversion is
also liable to contribute funds
for establishing the compen-
satory forest fund. But of late
CA has attracted negative
attention in India mainly due

to its lacklustre contribution
towards achieving its goals.

The inherent flaw in CA
makes it presume that cutting
down an old-growth area that
has created an ecosystem of its
own can be compensated by
planting young saplings else-
where. Old-growth forests are
complex ecosystems that
mature without external inter-
ference, providing a home to
rare and unique biodiversity
while storing substantial
amounts of carbon. Once felled,
these trees release vast amounts
of carbon back into the atmos-
phere. As compensation, usu-
ally, non-native trees that might
not be suitable for the region are
planted in their stead. The
new plantation cannot com-
pensate for the loss of carbon
stocks and other ecosystem
services in any realistic time-

frame and are hazardous to the
existing ecosystem.

In the last three years, the
Niti Aayog proposed mea-
sures “to promote competitive
spirit amongst the UTs to
expedite the process of devel-
opment.” As a part of this, eco-
logically sensitive regions were
identified for projects involv-
ing forest land use change.

One such proposal was the
�72,000 crore Great Nicobar
Project which proposed a land
use change of 166.10 sq km
involving the felling of 8.5 lac
trees. The project adversely
impacted an area 78% of
which is a pristine tropical for-
est with unique, endangered
wildlife species. The project
has already resulted in the
denotification of Galathea Bay
wildlife sanctuary and a part of
a tribal reserve that directly

threatened the survival of the
indigenous Shompen and
Nicobarese communities. The
timely intervention of the
National Green Tribunal
thankfully resulted in a stay on
the project.

The forests of the future
depend a lot on how
Compensatory Afforestation is
implemented today. As part of
its international climate change
commitments, India has
promised to increase its forest
and tree cover to ensure that
it can absorb an additional
amount of 2.5 billion to 3 bil-
lion tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent by 2030. Forests are
under stress due to the need
for rapid industrial and infra-
structure development, and
accompanying urbanisation.
In the last 10 years, more
than 1,611 square km of for-

est land, a little more than the
area of Delhi, has been cleared
for infrastructure or industri-
al projects. Nearly a third of
this — 529 sq km — has been
cleared in the last three years.

According to T.V.
Ramachandra, associate facul-
ty, Centre for Ecological
Sciences, Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore, dense forest
areas in northern, central and
southern Western Ghats have
decreased by 2.84%, 4.38% and
5.77% respectively over the last
decade. Currently, up to 25,000
hectares of forests–250 sq.
km, or more than twice
Chandigarh’s area–are handed
over every year for “non-
forestry activities”.

This state of affairs can be
remedied to an extent by
planting more trees under
CA, but a mere afforestation

effort may replace trees but not
recreate the lost ecosystems.
This is the glaring deficiency
at the heart of the CA concept
that needs to be addressed
quickly before more damage is
inflicted on the environment
in the garb of CA. Another
issue plaguing the CA in India
is the chronic misuse of funds.
Despite the establishment of a
dedicated fund for
Compensatory Afforestation,
it has failed to achieve its
intended goals. The funds are
not being used for the desig-
nated purposes and land is left
without any afforestation.  

The government must
also revisit the system under
which CA is conducted.
Continuous evaluation and
monitoring are a must during
afforestation drives as so
much can go wrong. For

example, the survival rate of
saplings is often extremely
variable in new plantations,
but all that is recorded are the
number of saplings planted.
Monitoring year on year is the
key. It is never a 100 per cent
success the way it is made out
to be in official data.
Compensatory afforestation
as it exists now is inadequate
for offsetting the loss of nat-
ural forests ecosystems and
biodiversity. A working def-
inition of forest is needed to
accurately measure the suc-
cess of the CA policy and to
ensure that replanted forests
are of suitable quality.
Without this, the policy is
likely to be nothing more
than a whitewash, with little
or no benefit to the environ-
ment and ecosystems will
continue to be a casualty. 
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South Korea’s government on Friday for-
mally endorsed the safety of Japanese

plans to release treated wastewater from
the Fukushima nuclear power plant into
the Pacific Ocean as it tried to calm peo-
ple’s fears about food contamination.
Seoul’s assessment was based on a 22-
month review by government-funded sci-
entists and aligned with the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s views.

The agency greenlit the Japanese dis-
charge plans this week, saying the treated
wastewater would meet international safe-
ty standards and pose negligible environ-
mental and health impacts.

South Korea’s review focused on any
impact the wastewater release might have
on South Korea, and “the result showed
that its effect on our waters would be
insignificant,” Bang Moon-kyu, the min-
ister of the Office for Government Policy
Coordination, said during a news confer-
ence.Even before Friday’s announcement,
South Korean officials were actively work-
ing to reduce public unease about the
wastewater release, holding daily briefin-

gs to address what they described as “exces-
sive fears” and expanding radiation tests
on fish imported from Japan or caught in
nearby seas.

Conservative lawmakers from
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s ruling party have
even toured a seafood market to drink sea
water fetched from fish tanks in a bizarre
gesture to certify food safety, although no
wastewater has been pumped out from
Fukushima yet.

Public concerns persist as retailers
report an increase in sea salt sales, appar-
ently driven by consumers looking to stock
up ahead of the release. Liberal opposition
lawmakers, who control the majority in
South Korea’s parliament, have vowed an
all-out fight against the Japanese discharge
plans and accuse Yoon’s government of
putting the nation’s health at risk by des-
perately trying to improve relations with
Tokyo.“Japan says there are no problems
science-wise, but I am still a little con-
cerned,” said Yang Ok-ryeo, a 56-year-old
fishmonger at Seoul’s Noryangjin seafood
market, where lawmakers drank from fish
tanks last week. Lim Young, a 55-year-old
consumer at the market, expressed simi-

lar worries.
“I think it’s dangerous,” she said about

Japan’s discharge plans.
“Even with fish (caught in South

Korea), I would still have doubts on
whether they would be safe to eat.”

During their news conference in
Seoul, South Korean government officials
and scientists repeatedly insisted the con-
tamination levels of the Fukushima plant’s
wastewater would be within acceptable
safety standards as long as the Japanese
treatment systems work as designed.

“We confirmed that if the water
release is carried out as planned, the dis-
charge standard and target level (of radi-
ation) would be consistent with interna-
tional standards,” said Yoo Guk-hee, chair-
person of South Korea’s Nuclear Safety and
Security Commission.

The safety of Fukushima’s wastewater
has been a sensitive issue for years between
the US allies, who have been working in
recent months to repair relations long
strained over wartime historical grievances
to address shared concerns, like the North
Korean nuclear threat and China’s assertive
foreign policy.
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NATO leaders will agree
next week to help mod-

ernise Ukraine’s armed forces,
create a new high-level forum
for consultations and reaffirm
that it will join their alliance
one day, the organisation’s top
civilian official said Friday.
But the war-torn country will
not start membership talks
soon.

At a two-day summit start-
ing Tuesday in the Lithuanian
capital, Vilnius, US President
Joe Biden and his counterparts
will also agree to boost defense
spending as allies pour
weapons, ammunition and
other support like uniforms
and medical equipment into
Ukraine, 17 months into the
war.They also hope to welcome
Sweden as the next member of
the world’s biggest security
organisation, if they can over-
come Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s objections,
even though its accession
would only be made official in
coming months.“For 500 days,
Moscow has brought death
and destruction to the heart of

Europe, seeking to destroy
Ukraine and divide NATO,”
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg told reporters on
Friday. “At the summit, we will
make Ukraine even stronger,
and set out a vision for its
future.”

Stoltenberg said the lead-
ers “will agree a multi-year
program of assistance to ensure
full inter-operability between
the Ukrainian armed forces
and NATO.”

A NATO-Ukraine Council
– where crisis talks can be held
– will be established. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskky will attend the
council’s first meeting in
Vilnius on Wednesday
Stoltenberg said the leaders
“will reaffirm that Ukraine
will become a member of
NATO and unite on how to
bring Ukraine closer to its
goal.” 

NATO first pledged that
Ukraine would become a
member one day in 2008, but
things have evolved little since
then.Asked when, or how,
Ukraine might join,

Stoltenberg said that the “most
important thing now is to
ensure that Ukraine prevails.”
The US, Germany and some
other allies consider that
Ukraine should not be invited
in while it’s at war, so as not to
encourage Russia to widen the
conflict.With Ukraine implor-
ing its Western partners for
more weapons and ammuni-
tion, and national military
stocks among its partners
depleting, NATO is encourag-
ing the 31 allies to boost their
military budgets.In 2014,
NATO allies pledged to move
toward spending 2 per cent of
GDP on defense by 2024. 

In Vilnius, they will make
2 per cent the minimum, but
will not set any time frame for
achieving that goal, NATO
officials say. Under new esti-
mates released Friday, only 11
of the allies will reach the 2 per
cent goal in 2023.

But Stoltenberg said that
good progress is being made.
“In 2023, there will be a real
increase of 8.3 per cent across
European Allies and Canada.
This is the biggest increase in

decades,” he said, adding that
European Allies and Canada
will have invested over USD
450 billion extra since 2014.

Question marks remain
about Sweden’s future at
NATO. It abandoned a long
history of military nonalign-
ment last year to seek protec-
tion under the organization’s
security umbrella after Russia
invaded Ukraine. Erdogan
appears set to steal the summit
limelight. 

He accuses Sweden of
being too lenient toward
groups that Ankara says pose
a security threat, including
militant Kurdish groups and
people associated with a 2016
coup attempt. Hungary is also
holding up approval of
Sweden’s candidacy, but has
never clearly stated publicly
what its concerns are. NATO
officials expect that Hungary
will follow suit once Turkey
lifts its objections. 

The other 29 allies,
Stoltenberg and Sweden have
all said the country has done
enough to satisfy Turkey’s
demands. 
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Russia fired cruise missiles at
a western Ukraine city far

from the front line of the war,
killing at least six people in an
apartment building in what
officials said was the heaviest
attack on civilian areas of Lviv
since the Kremlin’s forces
invaded the country last year.
Emergency crews with search
dogs went through the rubble
of the building after the night-
time attack on Thursday
destroyed the roof and the top
two floors. At least 36 people
were injured, according to
authorities.

The youngest of the people
who died was 21 years old and
the oldest was a woman of 95,
Lviv province governor
Maksym Kozytskyi said. “This
woman survived the Second
World War, but unfortunately
she didn’t survive” Russia’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
Kozytskyi said.Debris and
wrecked parked cars lined the

street outside the building,
which overlooks a small neigh-
bourhood park with swings
and other playground equip-
ment.

Lviv Mayor Andriy
Sadovyi said the body of a
woman was pulled from the
rubble late Thursday, bringing
the death toll to six. Kozytskyi
said seven survivors were res-
cued from the wreckage and a
total of 14 people hospitalised.
Sadovyi said around 60 apart-
ments and 50 cars in the area
of strike were damaged. He
announced two days of official
mourning. US Ambassador to
Ukraine Bridget Brink
described the attack as
“vicious” “Russia’s repeated
attacks on civilians are
absolutely horrifying,” she
tweeted.

Ukraine’s air force report-
ed it intercepted seven of the
10 Kalibr cruise missiles that
Russia fired from the Black Sea
toward the Lviv region and its

namesake city — more than
800 kilometres (500 miles)
away — around 1 am
Thursday.

The Kremlin’s forces have
repeatedly hit civilian areas
during the war, though Russian
officials say they choose only
targets of military value.

Lviv is near the western
border with Poland and is
more than 500 kilometres (300
miles) from the front lines of
the war in eastern and south-
ern Ukraine, where Kyiv’s
counteroffensive to dislodge
Russian forces is in its early
stages. 

Sadovyi, the mayor,
addressed residents in a video
message, saying the attack was
the largest on Lviv’s civilian
infrastructure since the begin-
ning of last year’s invasion.

Lviv resident Ganna
Fedorenko suffered injuries to
her face, where an adhesive
plaster on her cheek had
turned red with blood.
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Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy vis-

ited the capitals of Bulgaria and
the Czech Republic, discussing
military aid and receiving
assurances of support for
Ukraine’s entry into NATO
after its war with Russia is over.

Czech President Petr Pavel
said on Thursday that it is in
the interest of his country and
Ukraine that soon as the war
ends negotiations about NATO
membership begin. “I’m con-
vinced that Ukraine will be part
of NATO,” Zelenskyy said in
Prague, adding that an “ideal”
result of next week’s NATO
summit in Vilnius, Lithuania
would be an invitation for
Ukraine to join the alliance.

Earlier Thursday, during a
brief visit at the invitation of
Bulgaria’s new pro-Western
government sworn in a month
ago, Zelenskyy also discussed
European integration and bilat-
eral energy cooperation.

Talking to reporters after the
meetings, he defended
Ukraine’s right to fight Russian
aggression and to seek help to
do so.

“Occupiers came to our
land, killed, tortured, kid-
napped Ukrainian children,
separated them from their fam-
ilies and tried to teach them
hatred,” Zelenskyy said. “This

is happening at a time when we
need to be united and build an
international order based on
rules,” he added.

Bulgarian Prime Minister
Nikolai Denkov emphasised
the support of his country, an
European Union and NATO
member, for Ukraine’s territo-
rial integrity. “Bulgaria is con-
sistent in its support for the

sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Ukraine because we
are convinced that an indepen-
dent and sovereign Ukraine is
key for Euro-Atlantic security
in the region,” Denkov said
after the talks.“Russia should
withdraw unconditionally
within its internationally recog-
nised borders and should bear
its responsibility,” he added.

Also on Thursday,
Bulgaria’s Parliament approved
a declaration of support for
Ukraine to join the NATO
military alliance once the war
is over. According to the dec-
laration, the fastest track to the
restoration of peace in Ukraine,
the Black Sea region and
Europe is Russia’s full and
immediate withdrawal beyond
the internationally recognised
borders of the affected sover-
eign states.The declaration,
which was backed by a major-
ity in Parliament, also called for
continued military and techni-
cal support for Ukraine so it
can defend itself.
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Washington (AP): Russian
fighter jets flew dangerously
close to several US drone air-
craft over Syria again Thursday,
setting off flares and forcing the
MQ-9 Reapers to take evasive
maneuvers, the Air Force said.
It was the second time in 24
hours that Russia has harassed
US drones there. 

“We urge Russian forces in
Syria to cease this reckless
behaviour and adhere to the
standards of behaviour expect-
ed of a professional air force so
we can resume our focus on the
enduring defeat of ISIS,” Lt.
Gen. Alex Grynkewich, head of
US Air Forces Central
Command, said in a state-
ment.

Col. Michael Andrews, Air
Forces Central Command
spokesman, said, “The Russian
harassment, including close
fly-bys, by one SU-34 and one
SU-35 and deploying flares
directly into the MQ-9, lasted
almost an hour. So it wasn’t a
quick fly-by, but much more of
a sustained and unprofession-
al interaction.”

US Air Forces Central
released videos of the two sep-
arate incidents that took place
Wednesday and Thursday. In
the first incident, which took
place about 10:40 am local
time Wednesday in Northwest
Syria, Russian SU-35 fighters
closed in on a Reaper, and one
of the Russian pilots moved
their aircraft in front of a
drone and engaged the SU-35’s
afterburner, which greatly
increases its speed and air
pressure.

The jet blast from the after-
burner can potentially damage
the Reaper’s electronics, and
Grynkewich said it reduced the
drone operator’s ability to safe-
ly operate the aircraft.

Later, a number of the so-
called parachute flares moved
into the drone’s flight path. The
flares are attached to para-
chutes.

In the second incident,
which took place over
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The International Maritime
Organisation (IMO) on

Friday agreed on a “flexible” net
zero target of 2050 actively
propagated by the developing
nations, with a net zero goal “by
or around” that is closer to 2050
and a clause reading “if the
national circumstances allow”.

The IMO agreeing on a
considerable reduction of the
Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) in
the global shipping industry,
which is at present a major con-
tributor to climate change with
one billion tonnes of emission
per year, went softer on the
strict net zero targets by 2050,
which was actively propagated
by the developed nations and
some of the island nations.

The member states, howev-
er, have agreed to the indicative
checkpoints of reducing emis-
sions at least by 20 per cent,

striving for 30 per cent by 2030,
and at least 70 per cent, striv-
ing for 80 per cent by 2040.

“The adoption of the 2023
IMO Greenhouse Gas Strategy
is a monumental development
for IMO and opens a new
chapter towards maritime
decarbonisation. At the same
time, it is not the end goal, it is

in many ways a starting point
for the work that needs to
intensify even more over the
years and decades ahead of us,”
IMO Secretary-General Kitack
Lim said. Most of the develop-
ing nations had been lobbying
for the mid-century target —
could be 2051, 2052 or 2053,
insisting on not strictly fixing

2050 as the year for achieving
net zero.

The shipping industry
accounts for almost 3 per cent
of global emissions. The ship-
ping industry is crucial to
global trade carrying up to 90
per cent of commercial cargo.
But ships use some of the most
carbon-heavy fuels to power
their engines.

The civil society organisa-
tions, while accusing IMO of
failing to align the shipping
industry with the 1.5 degrees
Celsius target, said the level of
ambition agreed is far short of
what is needed to be sure of
keeping the global heating
below 1.5C. The London-based
IMO is a specialised agency of
the United Nations which is
responsible for measures to
improve the safety and securi-
ty of international shipping
and to prevent pollution from
ships.
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United Nations (AP): In a
rare condemnation of Israel,
the UN chief has denounced
the country’s excessive use of
force in its largest military
operation in two decades tar-
geting a refugee camp in the
West Bank.UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres,
clearly angered by the impact
of the Israeli attack on the Jenin
refugee camp, said on Thursday
that the operation had left
over 100 civilians injured,
forced thousands to flee, dam-
aged schools and hospitals and
disrupted water and electrici-
ty networks.

He also criticised Israel for
preventing the injured from
getting medical care and
humanitarian workers from
reaching everyone in need.

“I strongly condemn all
acts of violence against civil-
ians, including acts of terror,”
Guterres told reporters.

Asked whether this con-
demnation applied to Israel, he
replied: “It applies to all use of
excessive force, and obviously
in this situation, there was an
excessive force used by Israeli
forces.”

The UN chief again called
on Israel “to abide by its oblig-
ations under international law”,
and to exercise restraint and
use only proportional force.

“The use of airstrikes is
inconsistent with the conduct
of law enforcement operations,”
he stressed.

Guterres reminded Israel
that “as the occupying power,
it has a responsibility to ensure
that the civilian population is
protected against all acts of vio-
lence”.

Israel’s two-day offensive
meant to crack down on
Palestinian militants destroyed
the Jenin camp’s narrow roads
and alleyways, thousands of
people fled their homes and
killed 12 Palestinians. One
Israeli soldier also was killed.

The Israeli army claimed to
have inflicted heavy damage on
militant groups in the opera-
tion at the camp which ended
Wednesday. Ahead of the
Israeli withdrawal, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
vowed to carry out similar
operations if needed.
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Robots told reporters on
Friday they could be more

efficient leaders than humans,
but wouldn’t take anyone’s job
away and had no intention of
rebelling against their creators.
Nine AI-enabled humanoid
robots sat or stood with their
creators at a podium in a
Geneva conference centre for
what the United Nations’
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Telecommunication Union
billed as the world’s first news
conference featuring humanoid
social robots.

Among them: Sophia, the
first robot innovation ambas-
sador for the UN Development
Program; Grace, described as
the world’s most advanced
humanoid health care robot;
and Desdemona, a rock star
robot. Two, Geminoid and
Nadine, closely resembled their

makers.
The event was part of the

AI for Good Global Summit,
meant to illustrate how new
technology can support the
UN’s goals for sustainable
development.

Reporters were asked to
speak slowly and clearly when
addressing the robots, and
were informed that time lags in
responses would be due to the
internet connection and not to

the robots themselves. That
didn’t prevent awkward paus-
es, audio problems and some
robotic replies.

Asked about the chances of
AI-powered robots being more
effective government leaders,
Sophia responded: “I believe
that humanoid robots have the
potential to lead with a greater
level of efficiency and effective-
ness than human leaders. We
don’t have the samse biases or
emotions that can sometimes
cloud decision-making and
can process large of data quick-
ly in order to make the best
decisions.”

A human member of the
panel pointed out that all of
Sophia’s data comes from
humans and will contain some
of their biases. The robot then
said that humans and AI work-
ing together “can create an
effective synergy.”
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The head of the United
Nations nuclear agency

said Friday he was pushing for
access to the roof of the
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power
Plant in Ukraine after Ukraine
and Russia accused each other
anew of planning attacks. The
plant was seized by Russia, in
March 2022, in the first weeks
of the war in Ukraine, raising
fears of a nuclear accident.

The Russians have grant-
ed only limited access to offi-
cials from the International
Atomic Energy Agency, citing
security.

Wrapping up a four-day
visit to Japan, IAEA Director
General  Rafael  Mariano
Grossi said his agency was
making progress on access to
Zaporizhzhia.“It’s like a con-

versation and I’m pushing to
get as much access as possi-
ble,” Grossi said, in an inter-
view with The Associated
Press in Tokyo, adding that
there was “marginal improve-
ment.”

“I’m optimistic that we
are going to be able to go up
and see,” Grossi said, referring
to the plant’s rooftops.

Citing intell igence
reports, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy had
alleged Tuesday night that
Russian troops placed “objects
resembling explosives” atop
several power units to “simu-
late” an attack as part of a false
flag operation. The “foreign
objects” were placed on the
roof of the plant’s third and
fourth power units,  the
General Staff of Ukraine’s
armed forces said.
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Both houses of Nepal’s
Parliament scheduled for

Friday were postponed till
Sunday as the main opposition
party stuck to its demand for the
resignation of Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
“Prachanda” over his remarks
that an Indian businessman
settled here and made efforts to
make him the premier.

Prachanda’s remarks that he
made during a function to
launch a book on Sardar Pritam
Singh here have stirred up a
storm and drawn criticism from
several quarters.

“He (Singh) had once made
efforts to make me the prime
minister,” Prachanda said. “He
travelled to Delhi several times
and held multiple rounds of
talks with political leaders in
Kathmandu to make me the
prime minister,” Prachanda said
of the reported role of Singh, a
pioneer trucking entrepreneur
in Nepal.The main Opposition

party Communist Party of
Nepal-(Unified Marxist-
Leninist) (CPN-UML), has
demanded the prime minister’s
resignation saying that his
remarks had undermined the
prestige and independence of
the country. The CPN-UML
Chairperson and former prime
minister KP Sharma Oli
demanded the prime minister’s
resignation from the post, say-
ing that his remarks had under-
mined the national dignity and
independence of the country.

Meanwhile, the ruling
alliance members, including
the Nepali Congress and CPN-
Unified Socialist, backed
Prachanda. 

At a meeting held at the
Prime Minister’s residence at
Baluwatar on Thursday, decid-
ed that Prachanda would face
the Parliament rather than
resigning from his post.

Senior leader of CPN
(Unified Socialist) Rajendra
Pandey said the ruling alliance
stood behind Prachanda and

added that if the opposition par-
ties had any complaints against
the prime minister, they could
seek a response from him in
Parliament.

CPN-UML lawmakers
obstructed the National
Assembly’s meeting on Friday
over the prime minister’s
remarks and stood from their
respective seats as a gesture of
protest.

Parliamentarian Bimala
Ghimire said that Prachanda’s
remarks about an individual and
a foreign country taking initia-
tives to elect the prime minis-
ter were against the country’s
Constitution and sovereignty.
Ghimire asserted the National
Assembly meetings could not be
taken forward unless Prachanda
tenders his resignation.The
House of Representatives meet-
ing was also postponed until
Sunday, following the disruption
by opposition parties— the
CPN-UML, the Rashtriya
Swatantra Party (RSP), and the
Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP)

— over Prachanda’s remarks.
Prachanda, 68, was sworn

in as the Prime Minister of
Nepal for a third time on
December 26 last year.

Meanwhile, Prachanda’s
Press Adviser Govinda Acharya
issued a press note stating that
the opposition parties were
blowing the prime minister’s
remarks out of proportion.

He said that Prachanda was
trying to express the emotion-
al bond he shared with the
Indian businessman, but the
opposition was blowing the
prime minister’s remarks out of
proportion to serve their polit-
ical interests.

He said Prachanda’s elder
daughter Gyanu Dahal stayed at
Singh’s house in New Delhi
when she underwent cancer
treatment.Prachanda’s party, the
Communist Party of Nepal-
Maoist Centre (CPN-MC), also
issued press releases condemn-
ing the CPN-UML’s protest,
accusing it of propagating
rumours.
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After a pleasant evening of
wine-tasting — joyfully

billed “Grapes and Friends!” —
with a hundred or so people
and oysters, charcuteries and
cheeses, the mayor of the pic-
turesque French town of
Quissac was on his way home.

Then his phone rang:
Urban unrest that was engulf-
ing France after the deadly
police shooting of a teenager on
Paris’ outskirts, hundreds of
kilometers (miles) and a world
away to the north, had
careened into Quissac’s tran-
quility, too.In a quick hit-and-
run, a small group of people —
seemingly no more than four,
the mayor says — bombarded
the local gendarmes’ barracks
on Quai de la Gare road with
powerful fireworks, denting
its metal shutters and setting
fire to a cypress tree.

In the grander scheme of

things, it wasn’t much com-
pared to orgies of destruction,
arson, looting and rioting
unleashed on multitudes of
other communities across
France in six nights of may-
hem. Still, for the town of
3,300 people in the Gard region
of southern France, it was a
first. Quissac’s unsettling expe-
rience last Friday night — and
those of other out-of-the-way
towns and villages also hit by
unrest to varying degrees — set
France’s latest nationwide
spasm of rioting apart from
previous cycles of violence that
have flared periodically in
every decade since the 1980s.

Although typically referred
to in France as “les violences
urbaines” — urban violence —
the unrest this time was no
longer contained to blue-collar
towns and cities’ disadvan-
taged housing projects, places
where anger at social and racial
inequalities have festered.

Carried in part on the
winds of social networks that
have narrowed gaps between
France’s urban centres and its
vast rural spaces, unrest also
reached outward to touch
places that escaped a similar
nationwide wave of rioting in
2005. Mayors of small towns
where vehicles were torched,
fires lit and police attacked are
scratching their heads, trying to
figure out: Why them? Why
now? Why are France’s big-city
problems, which previously
seemed far away, sinking roots
into their peace and quiet, too?

“Why these incidents in a
little town like ours?” asks the
mayor of L’Aigle in Normandy,
where fires were lit, cars
torched and police chased
around after small groups of
suspects. “In the press and
even on the TV news, it was
mainly Paris and its suburbs,
Lyon and Marseille that were
talked about. But when you

look, there were also incidents
in a certain number of small
communities,” the mayor,
Philippe Van-Hoorne, says.

“Unfortunately, the
increase of uncivil behaviour, of
violence, is developing even in
modest towns like ours ... It’s
very hard to solve.”

By the government’s count,
more than 500 cities, towns and
villages were affected this time
after the police shooting of
Nahel Merzouk in the Paris
suburb of Nanterre on June 27.

The French-born 17-year-
old of north African descent
was stopped by two officers on
motorbikes who subsequently
told investigators that he’d been
driving dangerously in a bright
yellow Mercedes. He died from
a single shot through his left
arm and chest. One officer is
being held on a preliminary
charge of voluntary homicide.

From Nanterre, violent
protests spread with astound-

ing speed and intensity. They
quickly morphed into gener-
alised mayhem that was relayed
and celebrated on social net-
works. Much of the violence
was concentrated in cities, large
towns and their disadvantaged
housing projects, leaving
France once again grappling
with its decades-old failure to
better integrate generations of
immigrants and their France-
born children who complain of
systemic discrimination.

But the staggering nation-
wide tallies of destruction —
more than 6,000 vehicles and
12,400 trash bins set ablaze,
more than 1,100 buildings
attacked — weren’t limited to
previously recognised hotspots.
This time, smaller communi-
ties were impacted, too. In
Quissac, investigators are
searching for 4 people who
scattered on foot after the fire-
work attack, says the mayor,
Serge Cathala. 
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Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe has sug-

gested making the BIMSTEC
region, comprising the seven
member nations, one “border-
less” tourism area.

He was speaking at the
opening ceremony of the 67th
annual convention of the Travel
Agents Association of India
(TAAI) — one of India’s oldest
travel-related associations — at
the historic Bandaranaike
Memorial International
Conference Hall (BIMCH) here
on Thursday. The theme of the
TAAI convention this year is
‘Transcending Borders,
Transforming Lives’.

The Bay of Bengal Initiative
for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIM-
STEC) is a regional grouping
that comprises India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Thailand, Nepal and Bhutan.

In his address,
Wickremesinghe also spoke of
the recovery the cash-strapped
island nation has been making
since the economic crisis last
year. “We are trying to make

tourism new and make more use
of the potential. We faced bank-
ruptcy in Sri Lanka (and) now
that we are getting out of it, the
debt restructuring process is
taking place. We still have to
remember that the balance of
trade is not in our favour. So, we
have to ensure a positive balance
of trade in the times to come,”
he said. And one of the ways of
raising a fund which is not
debt-creating is tourism. So,
exploit it to the fullest, he said.

Wickremesinghe also spoke
about several projects, including
seven golf courses and more
resorts, planned by his govern-
ment to help speed up Sri
Lanka’s recovery from the 2022
crisis. Some laws will be changed
to accommodate the plans for
the tourism sector, he said.

In April 2022, Sri Lanka
declared its first-ever debt
default, the worst economic cri-
sis since its independence from
Britain in 1948, triggered by
forex shortages that sparked
public protests. Months-long
street protests led to the ouster
of the then-president Gotabaya
Rajapaksa in mid-July last year.

In the next 10 years, the per

capita income of people will
increase and they will travel
around, he said.

“So, why don’t we make our
whole BIMSTEC area one bor-
derless tourism (region)... that’s
what you want... transcending
borders,” he said.

Sri Lankans travelling to
India, Indians travelling to
Bangladesh, it’s “one tourist
area” for anyone coming from
outside, the president said.

“In 10 years, you will have
a new industry. So, we will have
to arrange our connectivity as
well,” Wickremesinghe said,
adding, “My idea is that BIM-
STEC should be one big tourist
area... Why don’t we open BIM-
STEC? Why don’t we use the
Bay of Bengal for cruise?”

The opening ceremony was
attended by a host of other dig-
nitaries, including High
Commissioner of India to Sri
Lanka Gopal Bagley; Sri Lanka’s
Minister of Tourism and Lands
Harin Fernando; Minister of
Ports, Shipping and Aviation
Nimal Siripala De Silva; and
Chairman of Sri Lanka Tourism
Promotion Bureau (SLTPB)
Chalaka Gajabahu.

New York (AP): Twitter has
threatened legal action against
Meta over its new text-based app
called Threads, which has drawn
tens of millions of users since
launching this week as a rival to
Elon Musk’s social media plat-
form.  In a letter Wednesday to
Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg,
Alex Spiro, an attorney repre-
senting Twitter, accused Meta of
unlawfully using Twitter’s trade
secrets and other intellectual
property by hiring former
Twitter employees to create a
“copycat” app.

The move ramps up the ten-
sions between the social media
giants after Threads debuted
Wednesday, targeting those who
are seeking out alternatives to
Twitter amid unpopular changes
Musk has made to the platform
since buying it last year for $44
billion. Meta spokesperson
Andy Stone wrote Thursday on
Threads: “No one on the
Threads engineering team is a
former Twitter employee —
that’s just not a thing.”

In the letter, which news
website Semafor first reported
Thursday, Spiro said Twitter
“intends to strictly enforce its
intellectual property rights” and

noted the company’s right to
seek civil remedies or a court
injunction. He said the letter
marked a “formal notice” for
Meta to preserve documents rel-
evant for a potential dispute
between the companies. In a
reply to a tweet about the pos-
sibility of legal action against
Meta, Musk wrote:
“Competition is fine, cheating is
not.” The Associated Press
reached out to Spiro on
Thursday for further informa-
tion. Twitter responded to an
email seeking comment with a
crude automated reply, its stan-
dard response to journalists.

New Twitter CEO Linda
Yaccarino has not publicly com-
mented on the letter but
appeared to address Threads’
launch. “We’re often imitated —
but the Twitter community can
never be duplicated,” Yaccarino
tweeted.

Some analysts say Meta’s
new offering, billed as a text-
based version of the photo-
sharing app Instagram, could be
a significant headache for
Twitter — pointing to the excite-
ment surrounding Threads’
launch and impressive down-
load numbers so far. 
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Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
party chief and former

prime minister Imran Khan
has petitioned in Supreme
Court against the Islamabad
High Court’s directive to the
trial court that had asked for a
re-examination of the main-
tainability of the Toshakhana
corruption case within a week.

Khan, 70, was indicted in
the Toshakhana corruption
case on May 10 by Additional
District and Sessions Judge
Humayun Dilawar, who reject-
ed objections about the admis-
sibility of the case.

Khan had challenged the
admissibility of the case before
the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) which set aside the ver-
dict of the trial court. The IHC
bench had stated that the trial
court had dismissed the peti-
tion of Khan on weak grounds.

The bench asked the lower
court to consider the petition
of Khan as pending.

The trial court’s decision
was challenged before the IHC,
which remanded the case back
to the former on July 4 to re-
examine the matter in seven
days in the light of eight legal
questions to decide the main-

tainability of the reference,
reported The Dawn newspaper.
The fresh petition, brought by
Khan before the apex court on
Thursday, argued that the IHC
was not legally justified in
remanding the same questions
of law that formed the basis of
the impugned order for re-
determination by the same
trial judge who had already
given his judgement.

In the petition, Khan con-
tended the IHC had commit-
ted a jurisdiction error in
remanding the case to the
same trial judge against whom
an application had been filed
for transfer of the case, the
report said.

Moved through senior
counsel Khawaja Haris Ahmad,
the petition filed by Khan also
sought a stay on the proceed-
ings before Additional District
and Sessions Judge (ADSJ),
Dilawar, until a decision is
made on his appeal by the apex
court.

The Toshakhana issue over
the sale of state gifts received by
the cricketer-turned-politician
became a major issue in nation-
al politics after the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
disqualified the former premier
for making “false statements
and incorrect declaration”.

On October 21 last year,
the ECP disqualified Imran
Khan in the Toshakhana case
under Article 63(1)(p) of the
Constitution for making “false
statements and incorrect dec-
laration”.

Khan is facing more than
140 cases across the country
and faces charges like terror-
ism, violence, blasphemy, cor-
ruption and murder since
being ousted from power in
April last year.

He is also facing a number
of cases related to the May 9
anti-government protests fol-
lowing his arrest in a corrup-
tion case.
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Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen appealed to China’s

No. 2 leader not to let frustra-
tion over US curbs on access to
processor chips and other tech-
nology disrupt economic coop-
eration during a visit Friday
aimed at improving strained
relations.

Meeting with Premier Li
Qiang, Yellen said Washington
and Beijing have a duty to
cooperate on issues that affect
the world. She appealed for
“regular channels of communi-
cation” at a time when relations
are at their lowest in decades
due to disputes over technolo-
gy, security and other irri-
tants.

Yellen is one of several
senior U.S. officials due to visit
Beijing to encourage Chinese
leaders to revive interactions
between governments of the
two largest economies.
Treasury officials said earlier
she wouldn’t meet with Chinese
leader Xi Jinping and no break-
throughs were expected.

Yellen defended “targeted
actions,” a reference to curbs on
Chinese access to advanced
processor chips and other tech-
nology, saying they are needed
to protect national security.

“You may disagree,” Yellen
said. “But we should not allow
any disagreement to lead to
misunderstandings that need-
lessly worsen our bilateral eco-
nomic and financial relation-
ships.”

Yellen appealed for
“healthy economic competi-
tion,” a reference to complaints
Beijing is stepping up use of
subsidies and market barriers
to protect its companies.

“A fair set of rules will ben-
efit both of our countries,”
Yellen said. “We also face
important global challenges
where the United States and
China have a duty to both
countries but also to the world
to cooperate.”

Li expressed optimism that
conditions might improve but
gave no indication of possible
changes in Chinese policies
that have irked Washington

and its trading partners.
Referring to a rainbow that

was spotted after Yellen’s plane
landed Thursday in rainy
weather, Li said, “after a round
of wind and rain, we will def-
initely see more rainbows.”

The Chinese finance min-
istry called Yellen’s visit a “con-
crete measure” toward carrying
out an agreement by Xi and
President Joe Biden during a
meeting in November to
improve relations. It mentioned
no initiatives and called on
Washington to make the first
move. “There will be no win-
ners in trade wars or decou-
pling and broken chains,’” the
ministry said in a statement.
“We hope the United States will
take concrete actions to create
a favorable environment for the
healthy development of eco-
nomic and trade relations.”

US curbs on Chinese
access to technology threaten to
delay or derail the ruling
Communist Party’s efforts to
develop telecoms, artificial
intelligence and other tech-
nologies. Xi accused
Washington in March of trying
to hamper China’s develop-
ment. Beijing has been slow to
retaliate, possibly to avoid dis-
rupting its own tech industries.
But this week, the government
announced unspecified con-
trols on exports of gallium
and germanium, metals used in
making semiconductors and
solar panels. 
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Torrential rains in Pakistan
have killed at least 50 people

and injured 87 others while
damaging scores of residential
properties in the past few days,
the country’s disaster manage-
ment agency said on Friday.

The pre-monsoon rains
began in the last week of June
and have continued at short
intervals across the country,
bringing floods in Balochistan
province and affecting traffic on
the highways in the province.

According to the National
Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA), Pakistan’s largest
province of Punjab has been
badly hit where 34 people have
lost their lives due to rain-relat-
ed incidents, followed by 10

deaths in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
five in Balochistan, and one in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

As many as 62 houses have
been partially or fully damaged
across the country while 15
animals killed, according to the
NDMA. Lahore received record
rains this week and the city has
been flooded. However, the
downpour was almost negligible
on Thursday compared to a day
earlier. Most of the 16 monitor-
ing points of the Water and
Sanitation Agency (Wasa)
recorded single-digit rainfall on
Thursday.

Balochistan received mas-
sive rains in its different districts
and the provincial disaster man-
agement authority issued a high
alert to cope with rains and flash
floods which led to suspension

of traffic at some highways link-
ing the province with Sindh and
Punjab. “We have issued direc-
tives to all deputy commission-
ers about the possible damages
due to flash floods in seasonal
streams and rivers and have sent
necessary relief goods to imme-
diately provide relief,” PDMA
Director General Jahanzeb Khan
said on Thursday.

The Meteorological
Department forecast showed
that a deep trough of westerly
wave along with a strong incur-
sion of monsoon currents would
result in “widespread heavy to
very heavy rainfall with extreme-
ly heavy falls” at scattered places
over the upper catchments of
rivers Sutlej, Ravi, and Chenab
and up to some extent over
Jhelum.
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Islamabad (AP): Women’s
beauty salons were banned in
Afghanistan because they
offered services forbidden by
Islam and caused economic
hardships for grooms’ families
during wedding festivities, the
Taliban have said.

The explanation came
days after the group confirmed
they were giving all salons in
the country one month to
wind down their businesses
and close shop, drawing con-
cern from international officials
worried about the impact on
female entrepreneurs.

The ruling is the latest
curb on the rights and free-
doms of Afghan women and
girls, following edicts barring
them from education, public
spaces and most forms of
employment.

In a video clip released
Thursday, Sadiq Akif Mahjer,
the spokesman for the Taliban-
run Virtue and Vice Ministry,
listed a series of services salons
offered that he said went
against Islam. Those included
eyebrow shaping, the use of
other people’s hair to augment
a woman’s natural hair and the
application of makeup, which
would interfere with the ablu-
tions required before offering
prayers, he said.

����� 	!����

Aformer confidante of for-
mer Pakistan prime min-

ister Imran Khan has filed a
petition in the Supreme Court
seeking the dissolution of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
citing his alleged role in the
unprecedented violence on
May 9. Awn Chaudhry, now
part of the newly formed
Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party
(IPP), named Khan, the chair-
man of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) as well as PTI
President Pervaiz Elahi as
respondents in the constitu-
tional petition filed on
Thursday.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif, as well as the

ministries of law and interior
among others, are also made
respondents in the petition, the
Express Tribune newspaper
reported.

Chaudhry contended that
the PTI chairman was involved
in attacks on state institutions,
the judiciary, and the military
and civilian installations, and
violated not only basic human
rights but also the Constitution.

“The acts of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), its chair-
man, office-bearers, their hate
speeches attacking the judicia-
ry, defence, burning and loot-
ing public assets are unconsti-
tutional,” stated the petition.

Mentioning the events of
May 9, dubbed as the “Black
Day”, the petition said that
PTI supporters hatched a con-

spiracy against the state insti-
tutions, burning the Corps
Commander’s house in Lahore,
and looting state properties
across the country.

The petitioner added that
the PTI chief and his party
destroyed the fabric of the
society by attacking the insti-
tutions and making hate
speeches against the integrity
and dignity of the country and
its institutions.

He further contended that
the concept of democracy and
a parliamentary form of gov-
ernment had been incorporat-
ed in the Election Act, but the
PTI seriously violated that con-
cept and the act.“It is impera-
tive that in terms of Article 212
of the Election Act, 2017,
Tehreek-e- Insaf (Respondent

No.4) should be dissolved as
this party has been formed and
is operating in a manner which
is prejudicial to the sovereign-
ty and integrity of Pakistan,” it
added.

The petition also attached
a copy of a letter written by
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
to Chief Justice Umar Ata
Bandial about 70-year-old
Khan’s “shocking statements
containing serious allegations
levelled against senior most
officials of the Armed Forces”,
according to the Express
Tribune report.

Khan and his party found
themselves in the hot waters
since the May 9 violence
allegedly unleashed by his sup-
porters following his arrest
from the Islamabad High

Court premises in a corruption
case.

Many PTI members have
since left the party following
the crackdown launched by the
government against those
involved in the violence that
has left more than 10 persons
dead across the country.

More than 10,000 persons
have been arrested since the
violence. Chaudhry had left the
party months before the May 9
incident after developing differ-
ences with cricketer-turned-
politician Khan whose confi-
dence he once enjoyed and was
seen with him on all important
occasions.

Chaudhry was among the
few who played a role in solem-
nising Khan’s marriage with his
current wife Bushra Bibi.
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Islamabad (PTI): The IMF is
“in the process” of meeting
representatives from Pakistan’s
major political parties, includ-
ing Imran Khan’s party, to
“seek assurances of their sup-
port for key objectives and
policies” under the new USD
3 billion bailout deal, its top
official in the country said on
Friday.

Pakistan secured a badly
needed USD 3 billion Standby
Arrangement (SBA) from the
IMF last Friday, giving the
cash-strapped South Asian
economy a much-awaited
respite as it teeters on the brink
of default. The Executive
Board of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) will
meet on July 12 to review the
USD 3 bill ion SBA for
Pakistan, the staff-level pact
for which was finalised last
week.

“The IMF staff are in the
process of meeting with repre-
sentatives of the major politi-
cal parties in Pakistan, includ-
ing PML-N (Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz), PPP (Pakistan
Peoples’ Party), and PTI
(Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf) to
seek assurances of their sup-

port for the key objectives and
policies under a new IMF-sup-
ported programme ahead of
the approaching national elec-
tions,” Esther Perez Ruiz told
Dawn newspaper.

“An IMF team will call on
(PTI) Party Chairman Imran
Khan at Zaman Park this
afternoon. Both PTI’s eco-
nomic team and the IMF team
will join, in person and virtu-
ally, to take part in the discus-
sions,” PTI’s Secretary General
Central Punjab Hammad
Azhar tweeted. The econom-
ic crisis-hit country was absent
from an earlier schedule
released in June, igniting spec-
ulation that the global lender
was not going to release funds
from an earlier programme
that expired on June 30.

On June 29, the IMF and
Pakistan reached a standby
Arrangement (SBA) to ease
the country’s financial crisis.
The nine-month SBA, if
approved, will bring USD 3
billion or 111 per cent of the
cash-strapped country’s IMF
quota. The previous Extended
Fund Facility expired on June
30, with the 9th, 10th, and
11th reviews pending. 

&��	��������.��	�	�������
������������	
�	�	��	��

*�����������������=������
	���������	����/���

'"2����	����	�������
�����������������������
�����;+��
�������������

)������	�����	��
��	�������	����	� ����	��	�������

� ����������	��������	�
	������	�	��������	

�0  ���	��������	������	�+���=�
������	���	&(���������	�������	����

34�1(��$'�(����(�5�$��!$'
(��('$�! �����  ���1( !��

;�������������	����
������������	�
����3�	��������<

China on Friday insisted it
is up to the US to “create nec-
essary conditions” for anti-
drugs cooperation, following
complaints from Washington
that Beijing has ignored its calls
for a crackdown on precursor
chemicals for the highly addic-
tive painkiller fentanyl. 

China takes an “active part
in international anti-narcotic
cooperation and firmly oppos-
es smears and unilateral sanc-
tions on other countries under
the pretext of the fight against
drugs,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said at a daily briefing. 

“We urge the US to correct
wrongdoings with concrete
actions and create necessary
conditions for the two coun-
tries’ anti-narcotic coopera-
tion,” Wang said. 

US diplomats and anti-
drug officials have repeatedly
complained that China has
ignored calls for closer cooper-
ation on combating the pro-
duction and sale of fentanyl
precursor chemicals. Wang
gave no details on the source of
Chinese discontent or what
conditions it was looking for.
However, Washington and
Beijing are at odds on a wide-
range of issues, from trade to
Taiwan and US sanctions
against the Chinese defence
minister. 
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Benchmark stock indices Sensex declined by
505 points at close while Nifty settled lower
at the 19,330 level due to profit-taking in

financial, IT and oil shares after a record-break-
ing run and weak global trends.

The 30-share BSE Sensex fell sharply by 505.19
points or 0.77 per cent to close at 65,280.45 points
as 25 of its constituents ended in red and five in
green. The barometer moved between 65,175.74
and 65,898.98 during the day.

Ending its eight-day winning streak, the
broader Nifty of the National Stock Exchange
declined by 165.50 or 0.85 per cent to settle at
19,331.80. As many as 44 Nifty shares declined
while six gained. Among major Sensex shares,
PowerGrid fell the most by 2.76 per cent.
IndusInd Bank dropped 2.34 per cent, HUL by
2.23 per cent and NTPC by 2.04 per cent.

ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, HDFC, ITC,
Infosys, L&T, Bajaj Finance, Kotak Bank, HCL
Tech and Tech Mahindra were among the losers.

On the other hand, Tata Motors rose the most
by 2.94 per cent, followed by Titan which gained
1.26 per cent. Mahindra & Mahindra, SBI and TCS
were also among gainers.

“The domestic market succumbed to profit-
booking as heat waves from weak global markets
hit the shore. Global equities declined due to a
spike in US bond yields, fuelled by expectations
of a prolonged high-interest rate environment fol-
lowing a sharp increase in US private payroll data,”
Vinod Nair, Head of Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said. 

In the broader market, the BSE Midcap
declined by 0.76 per cent to 28,999.02 while BSE
Small dropped 0.28 per cent to 33,129.41.

All the BSE sectoral indices except for auto
and consumer durables ended in the red with loss-
es of up to 1.63 per cent.

S&P BSE Utilities dropped 1.63 per cent, BSE
Power by 1.61 per cent, BSE Realty by 1.16 per
cent, FMCG by 1.45 per cent, Commodities 1.11
per cent, Financial Services by 0.85 per cent, and
Industrrials and IT by 0.82 per cent each.

Bucking the trend, BSE Auto rose by 0.29 per

cent and consumer durables by 0.22 per cent.
“Markets witnessed profit taking and shed

nearly a per cent, tracking feeble global cues. The
decline has engulfed Thursday’s bullish move and
indicates the possibility of consolidation in Nifty
ahead,” Ajit Mishra, SVP — Technical Research,
Religare Broking Ltd said.

In global markets, Hong Kong, China, Japan
and Australia sank up to 1.7 per cent following
overnight losses in US equities as reports suggested
the US job market remains much more resilient
than expected.

Investors feared that as a sturdy labour mar-
ket keeps the economy out of a long-feared reces-
sion, it could also push the US Federal Reserve
to keep interest rates higher for longer in its cam-
paign to defeat high inflation.

Global oil benchmark Brent crude climbed
0.25 per cent to USD 76.70 a barrel.

Defying a weak trend in the global markets,
the 30-share BSE Sensex climbed 339.60 points
or 0.52 per cent to settle at its new all-time clos-
ing high of 65,785.64 on Thursday. The NSE Nifty
rallied 98.80 points or 0.51 per cent to end at a
new record high of 19,497.30.
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India’s foreign exchange
reserves rose by USD 1.853

billion to USD 595.051 billion in
the week ended on June 30, the
Reserve Bank of India said on
Friday.

The overall reserve had
dropped by USD 2.901 billion to
USD 593.198 billion in the pre-
vious reporting week.

In October 2021, the coun-
try’s forex reserve had reached
an all-time high of USD 645 bil-
lion. The reserves have been
declining as the central bank
deploys the kitty to defend the
rupee amid pressures caused
majorly by global developments.

For the week ended on June
30, the foreign currency assets,
a major component of the
reserves, increased by USD
2.539 billion to USD 527.979 bil-
lion, according to the Weekly
Statistical Supplement released
by the RBI on Friday.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound and yen
held in the foreign exchange
reserves. Gold reserves dropped
by USD 472 million to USD
43.832 billion, the RBI said.

The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were down by USD 95
million to USD 18.239 billion,
the apex bank said.
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GST Network on Friday said
it has geocoded 1.8 crore

addresses of registered busi-
nesses and the functionality is
now live for all states and UTs.

Geocoding will help in find-
ing out the exact location of the
registered entity and check
bogus registrations.

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has already conducted a
pilot for geocoding in a couple
of states.

In an update to businesses,
GSTN said the functionality
for geocoding the principal
place of business address is now
live for all States and Union ter-
ritories. 

This feature, which converts
an address or description of a
location into geographic coor-
dinates, has been introduced to
ensure the accuracy of address
details in GSTN records and
streamline the address location
and verification process.

“GSTN has successfully
geocoded more than 1.8 crore

addresses of principal places of
business. Furthermore, all new
addresses post-March 2022 are
geocoded at the time of regis-
tration itself, ensuring the accu-

racy and standardization of
address data from the outset,”
GSTN said.

Businesses can access the
geo-coding functionality in the
portal and the system-generat-
ed geocoded address will be dis-
played. 

Businesses can either accept
it or update it as per their
requirements. In cases where the
system-generated geocoded
address is unavailable, a blank
will be displayed, and you can
directly update the geocoded
address, GSTN said.
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Capital market watchdog Sebi on Friday
came out with a regulatory framework

for private equity funds sponsoring a mutu-
al fund house as well as for self-sponsored
Asset Management Companies (AMCs).

Under the framework for private equi-
ty (PE) funds, Sebi said the applicant is
required to have a minimum of five years
of experience in the capacity of fund man-
ager and an experience of investing in the
financial sector. It should have managed,
committed and drawn-down capital of at
least Rs 5,000 crore.

The mutual fund sponsored by the PE
would not participate as an anchor investor
in the public issue of an investee company,
where any of the schemes and funds man-
aged by the sponsor PE has an investment
of 10 per cent or more or a board repre-
sentation.

“The experience, track record, and eli-
gibility regarding the fit and proper crite-
ria of any applicant PE to become a spon-
sor of a mutual fund shall be ascertained
through its conduct in the respective home

jurisdiction,” Sebi said in a circular.
In a bid to boost the penetration of the

industry, and to facilitate new types of play-
ers to act as sponsors of mutual funds, an
alternative set of eligibility criteria is intro-
duced. This is to facilitate the flow of capi-
tal into the industry, foster innovation,
encourage competition, and provide ease of
consolidation, and ease of exit for existing
sponsors.

Currently, any entity that owns 40 per
cent or more stake in a mutual fund is con-
sidered a sponsor and is required to fulfill

the eligibility criteria.
Also, Sebi said “Self Sponsored AMCs”

can continue the mutual fund business. This
is subject to AMCs fulfilling certain condi-
tions. The move would give the original
sponsor flexibility to voluntarily disassoci-
ate itself from the MF without needing to
induct a new and eligible sponsor.

According to Sebi, an AMC can become
a self-sponsored subject to certain conditions
— the AMC should have been carrying on
business in financial services for at least 5
years, should have a positive net worth in
all the immediately preceding five years, and
net profit of Rs 10 crore in each of the imme-
diately preceding five years.

Any sponsor proposing to disassociate
should have been a sponsor of the concerned
mutual fund for at least five years and the
shareholding proposed to be reduced by a
sponsor should not be under any encum-
brance or lock-in.

Any sponsor proposing to disassociate
can reduce shareholding below 10 per cent
within 5 years in the case of listed AMC,
while the same will be three years in the case
of unlisted AMCs.
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Anil Agarwal-led Volcan
Investments has decided to rejig
semiconductor business seg-
ment by bringing it under sub-
sidiary Twin Star Technologies
Limited, the group firm Vedanta
said on Friday.

Under the new structure,
Twin Star Technologies (TSTL),
which is a sister concern of
Vedanta Ltd, will become its
subsidiary and Vedanta’s semi-
conductor and display business
will be brought under TSTL.

“The acquisition will be
effected by way of a share trans-
fer at face value of Twin Star
Technologies Limited’s (TSTL)
Semiconductor and Display
SPVs. TSTL is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Volcan
Investments Limited, the ulti-
mate holding company of
Vedanta Limited,” Vedanta said
in a statement.

With this restructuring,
Vedanta Limited announced
the addition of semiconductors
and display glass manufacturing
ventures to its diversified port-
folio.

“Vedanta is committed to
making India self-reliant in elec-
tronics. This is the beginning of
the creation of a Silicon Valley
in India, a cutting edge and
world class electronics ecosys-
tem. My dream is for every
Indian youth to have an afford-
able smartphone, laptop and an
electric vehicle,” Vedanta
Chairman Anil Agarwal said.

Vedanta said that semicon-
ductor and display glass manu-
facturing represents a large
growth opportunity for India.

It said that the semicon-
ductor market stood at USD 24
billion in 2022 and is estimated
to reach USD 80 billion by

2026.
The display panel market is

estimated to be worth USD 7 bil-
lion and is expected to grow to
USD 15 billion by 2025.
Currently, India imports 100 per
cent of these requirements, the
statement said.

“We believe that semicon-
ductors and display fab are at the
core of any electronics ecosys-
tem. This will also spawn the
creation of multiple ancillary
industries and opportunities in
both downstream and upstream,
creating jobs and will be a GDP
multiplier,” Vedanta’s semicon-
ductor and display business
global MD Akasrh Hebbar said.

The company said that
made-in-India semiconductors
and display glass will facilitate
affordable electronics — smart-
phones, laptops, televisions, and
electric vehicles for all Indians.

The company had earlier
announced that the plant will be
set up with an investment of
around Rs 1.5 lakh crore and
start making revenue by 2027.

“I believe that India can
become the next semiconductor
hub for the world. It has all the
ingredients for success,”
Vedanta’s Semiconductor
Business CEO David Reed said.

Vedanta has its presence in
the LCD glass substrate business
through its subsidiary
Avanstrate Inc.
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Country’s leading retailer
Reliance Retail on Friday

said it will reduce the equity
share capital to the extent held
by shareholders other than its
promoter and holding compa-
ny. The board of Reliance Retail,
on July 4, 2023, approved the
proposal in which shares held by
such shareholders shall stand
cancelled and extinguished as
per the capital reduction plan.

“A consideration of Rs 1,362
per share, determined on the
basis of valuation obtained from
two reputed independent regis-

tered valuers, shall be paid
towards the capital reduction,”
said an exchange filing by its par-
ent firm Reliance Industries.

This capital reduction plan
will make Reliance Retail a 100
per cent subsidiary of Reliance
Retail Ventures Limited (RRVL)
and through this, it will be able
to more efficiently structure
businesses.

RRVL, the promoter and
the holding company of Reliance
Retail, holds 99.91 per cent of the
share capital of the company.

While 0.09 per cent, around
78.65 lakh equity shares, are held
by the identified shareholders.

Reliance Retail will be send-
ing a notice to its shareholders
for this capital reduction.

However, it also added this
capital reduction shall be subject
to regulatory approvals and also
by members of the company by
way of special resolution and
obtaining the sanction from the
National Company Law
Tribunal, Mumbai bench.
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The USD 40-bllion merger of the HDFC
twins may lead to a 300-basis points

deceleration in credit off-take to 13-13.5 per
cent this fiscal from a tad over 15 per cent
last fiscal, a report said. Credit off-take grew
15.4 per cent on-year to Rs 140.2 lakh crore
for the fortnight to June 16, driven by per-
sonal loans and lending to non-banks, up
from 13.2 per cent a year ago. 

Meanwhile, deposits also saw a healthy
growth at 12.1 per cent on-year in the same
fortnight partly supported by the withdrawal
of the Rs 2,000 bank notes. This had the
spread between credit and deposits growth
dropping to 337 basis points (bps) in the
reporting fortnight from 875 bps in
November 2022, which was the largest in
recent years, Care Ratings said in a note.

In absolute terms, for the trailing 12
months, deposits expanded by Rs 20 lakh
crore while incremental credit expanded by

Rs 18.7 lakh crore from Rs 14.1 lakh crore,
the note said.

Even though forecasting for a healthy
growth in demand for credit, given the eco-
nomic expansion, rise in capital expenditure,
the PLI scheme, and retail credit push, along
with sectoral credit growth expectations, the
agency expects credit growth to decelerate
to 13-13.5 per cent in FY24, excluding the
impact of the merger of HDFC with HDFC
Bank. If the merger is included, growth is
likely to be higher by around 3 per cent, the
agency said.

The agency expects personal loans will
continue to drive credit growth followed by
industrial and services segments. Falling
inflation will be another growth driver.

On the interest rate front, the short-term
weighted average call money rate, which is
the best reflection of the interest rate,
stood at 6.1 per cent for the reporting fort-
night compared to 4.51 per cent in the trail-
ing 12 months fortnight ending June 17,
2022. The increase can be attributed to ele-
vated policy rates. Yet the weighted average
call money rate is much lower than the 6.69
per cent as of May 4, 2023, primarily due
to the liquidity surplus in the system since
the past couple of months.

The outstanding liquidity stood at Rs
0.85 lakh crore as of June 16, 2023, as com-
pared with Rs 2.4 lakh crore as of June 2,
2023 and Rs 2.3 lakh crore as of June 17,
2022. The liquidity in the banking system
has improved compared with a deficit in the
second half of FY23.
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Job insecurity is a growing con-
cern for workers worldwide,

and in India 47 per cent of
employees do not feel secure in
their positions, says a survey.

According to the ADP
Research Institute’s People at
Work 2023: A Global Workforce
View report, a concerning 47 per
cent of employees in India do
not feel secure in their positions.

“Workers are bound to be
worried about their jobs in
these volatile and uncertain
economic times, especially in
light of recent reports of large-
scale job losses at prominent cor-
porations and the alleged threat
of AI to human employment,”
said Rahul Goyal, MD, ADP.

Across markets, feelings of
job insecurity are highest among
the young.

According to a survey of
over 32,000 workers, half of Gen
Z (18-24 year-olds) said they do
not feel secure in their jobs. This
is double the proportion of over
55-year-olds who say the same.

Goyal further noted that
“many businesses continue to
have serious problems finding
and keeping talent, so the situ-
ation may not be as dire as some
people believe.”

The report noted that in
India, employees in the real
estate sector, construction indus-
try, and related employment
experience the highest levels of
job insecurity.

On an international scale,
workers in the media and infor-
mation industry are most like-
ly to express a lack of job secu-
rity, followed by those in the hos-

pitality and leisure sector.
Furthermore, an alarming

60 per cent of respondents
across the surveyed countries
indicated their willingness to
consider working unpaid hours
in order to enhance security of
their jobs. Given these insights,
employers may need to further
reassure employees that they are
valued, their efforts are acknowl-
edged, and their futures at the
firm are bright, Goyal said.

If employers can do this
while ensuring they’re offering
fair pay and an inclusive, engag-
ing workplace culture, workers
are likely to feel much more pos-
itively towards the company
they work for.

“... If employers don’t reas-
sure their workers, they risk los-
ing critical skills, experience
and enthusiasm, which can
make it difficult to provide the
services their customers and
clients expect,” Goyal said.

Globally, one in five Gen Z
workers have considered chang-
ing industries in the past 12
months, and a quarter have
considered starting their own
business. Moreover, 17 per cent
of over 55-year-olds have pon-
dered taking early retirement,
potentially exacerbating the so-
called ‘grey resignation’.
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The rupee depreciated further
by 13 paise to close at 82.73

(provisional) against the US
dollar on Friday, weighed down
by losses in domestic markets
and a rise in crude oil prices.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the domestic unit
opened at 82.68 against the dol-
lar and settled at 82.73 (provi-
sional), down 13 paise from its
previous close.

During the day, the rupee
touched a high of 82.63 and a
low of 82.75 against the green-
back.

On Thursday, the rupee
had settled at 82.60 against the
dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six currencies,
witnessed a marginal decline of
0.10 per cent to 103.05. 

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, advanced
0.59 per cent to USD 76.97 per
barrel.

The rupee depreciated on a
weak tone in domestic markets
and a rise in crude oil prices. The
surge in short-term bond yields
in the US and the UK amid a
hawkish tone of the central
banks also put pressure on the
rupee, said Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas.

However, the soft US dollar
prevented a sharp fall. Most eco-
nomic data releases from the US
were stronger than forecast.

“We expect the rupee to
trade with a negative bias on risk
aversion in global markets and
rising bond yields. However, sus-
tained FII inflows may support
rupee at lower levels,”
Choudhary said.

Market participants may
remain cautious ahead of US
non-farm payrolls, unemploy-
ment rate and hourly earnings
data.

“A strong labour market
would reinforce expectations of
a rate hike by the FOMC in July.
We expect the USDINR spot to
trade between 82.30 to 83.30 in
the near term,” Choudhary
added.
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The Indian construction mar-
ket exhibits a positive out-

look with 84 per cent of respon-
dents feeling optimistic about
the sector compared to 66 per
cent globally, a KPMG survey
said on Friday.

KPMG’s Global Construc-
tion Survey said there is a sense
of enthusiasm regarding the
potential government funding,
investment and incentives for
significant infrastructure pro-
jects.

“The survey findings exhib-
it a strong outlook for our
Indian construction industry,
driven by the government infra-
structure stimulus, manufac-
turing incentives and private sec-
tor commitments. This is reflect-
ed in a significant proportion of
our participants, indicating 20
per cent revenue growth or
increase in capital investments
in the next 12 months,” KPMG
in India, Partner, Major Projects
Advisory and Industry 4.0,
Suneel Vora said.

Digital and innovative tech-
nologies are generating hand-
some returns on investment
and generating real-time cost
reductions, Vora added.

The government’s annou-
ncement of National Infrastruc-
ture Pipeline with a projected
investment of USD 1.4 trillion
and National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) with a potential
of USD 70 billion of asset cre-
ation during FY20-25 has pro-
vided impetus for stepping up
infra investment.

The survey said despite
being one of the fastest-growing
sectors that contributes signifi-
cantly to the economic growth,
the Indian construction sector
continues to face a number of
challenges, like supply chain
disruptions, escalating energy
costs, material and labour cost
and shortage of skilled workers.

However, aftereffects of
Covid-19 are evident with 51 per
cent of the respondents men-
tioning that their projects have
experienced a schedule delay or
cost impact of more than 20 per
cent due to Covid.

“The industry continues to
struggle with poor project per-
formance with 39 per cent of
respondent reporting that they
have missed the budget/sched-
ule performance targets by 20
per cent, over the past year due
to lack of effective risk manage-
ment,” the survey said.
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Gold prices declined by Rs
110 to Rs 59,240 per 10

grams in the national capital on
Friday amid weak global cues,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had ended at Rs
59,350 per 10 grams. Silver also
plunged by Rs 600 to Rs 71,500
per kilogramme.

“Gold edged lower on
Friday, with spot gold prices in
the Delhi markets trading at Rs
59,240/10 gram, down by Rs 110
per 10 gram,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst — Commodities
at HDFC Securities, said.

Gold prices have corrected
following the release of stronger
than anticipated US macro data,
which reinforced expectations
that the Federal Reserve will
keep tightening the monetary
policy, Gandhi said.

According to Jateen Trivedi,
VP Research Analyst at LKP
Securities, the current gold rate
offers an opportunity for
investors as the price of yellow
metal is expected to rebound by
Diwali. “Considering the current
price levels, gold offers a good
opportunity for retailers and
new investors. By the time of
Diwali, it is expected that gold
prices could reach around
61850-62500, which is close to
the all-time high. In a bullish
scenario, if the Fed’s stance
shifts to a dovish outlook with
hints of an interest rate cycle
reversal, gold prices could poten-
tially reach levels of 64500,”
Trivedi said.
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William Saliba has committed his future
to Arsenal after signing a new long-

term deal with the Gunners on Friday.
The French centre-back, who was an

integral part of Arsenal's unexpected chal-
lenge for the Premier League title last sea-
son, has reportedly agreed a four-year deal
worth £10 million ($13 million) a season.

Indeed, it was a back injury to the 22-
year-old that played a major role in a dip in
form for Mikel Arteta's men towards the end
of the campaign that allowed Manchester
City to retain their title.

"To have William extend his contract
with us was something we have wanted to
do for a long time," said Arteta.

"William proved last season just how
good and how important he is to our squad.

"The ability he has at his young age of
just 22 is exciting, and there is of course so
much more room for development with any
player at this stage of their career."

Saliba had just one year left on the con-
tract he signed when joining from Saint-
Etienne in 2019 for £27 million.

However, he spent most of the next
three seasons back in France on loan spells
to Saint-Etienne, Nice and Marseille.

His form at Marseille earned him inter-
national recognition with France for the first
time and he was part of the squad that
reached the World Cup final last year in
Qatar.

Saliba follows teammates Bukayo Saka,
Gabriel Martinelli and Aaron Ramsdale in
recently signing new deals.

Arsenal are also reportedly close to
strengthening their squad significantly in a
bid to become champions of England for the
first time in 20 years.

Kai Havertz has already joined from
Chelsea in a £65 million dealm with moves
for Declan Rice from West Ham and Ajax's
Jurrien Timber also close to completion.
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Star Indian shuttlers PV
Sindhu and Lakshya Sen pro-

gressed to the quarterfinals of
the women's and men's singles

competitions respectively at the
Canada Open Super 500 tour-
nament here.

While Sindhu advanced to
the last eight after her opponent
Natsuki Nidaira of Japan gave a

her a walkover, Sen notched up
a 21-15 21-11 win over Brazil's
Ygor Coelho in 31 minutes.

Sindhu will face 2022
Indonesia Masters champion
Gao Fang Jie, who had played an

important role in China's win at
the Asia Mixed Team Cham-
pionships this year.

Sen, who is a Commonwea-
lth Games gold medallist, takes
on Belgium's Julien Carraggi.

However, Krishna Prasad
Garaga and Vishnuvardhan
Goud Panjala couldn't cross the
pre-quarterfinal stage, going
down 9-21 11-21 to Indonesian
second seed and world number
7 Mohammad Ahsan and
Hendra Setiawan.

Sen has been slowly regain-
ing his touch after going through
a lean patch early in the season.

On Thursday, Sen faced a
tough battle against Coelho,
who erased a 0-2 deficit with a
four-point burst and then kept
it tight. The duo moved neck
and neck till 13-13 when Sen
managed to march ahead and
sealed the contest after jumping
to 20-15 with a five-point burst.

In the second game, Sen
hardly had any issues as he gal-
loped to 12-2 and took giant
strides to comfortably seal the
match.
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Top-seeded man Carlos
Alcaraz and second-seed-
ed woman Aryna Saba-

lenka both won at Wimbledon
on Friday. Top-seeded woman
Iga Swiatek and second-seeded
man Novak Djokovic should be
on court soon.

Alcaraz, a 20-year-old
Spaniard considered to be the
next great thing in the tennis
world, advanced to the third
round for the second straight
year, beating Alexandre Muller
6-4, 7-6 (2), 6-3 on Centre
Court.

The 2022 U.S. Open cham-
pion is making only his third
appearance at the All England
Club. He reached the fourth
round last year for his best
showing at the grass-court
Grand Slam. Sabalenka played
on No. 1 Court, the second big-
gest stadium on the Wimbledon
grounds, and defeated Varvara
Gracheva 2-6, 7-5, 6-2 to reach
the third round.

Sabalenka reached the semi-
finals at Wimbledon in 2021 but

was banned from the tourna-
ment last year with other
Belarusian and Russian players
because of the war in Ukraine.
She trailed 5-4 in the second set
but dropped only three points in
winning the next three games.

"I didn't play my best tennis.
It was really crazy, crazy expe-
rience," Sabalenka said. "But
then I change my strings, kind
of adjust my game a little bit,
start feeling better on court. But,
yeah, I was just keep telling
myself keep fighting, keep try-
ing, and probably you'll be able
to turn around this game."

Later Friday, Swiatek was
scheduled to face Petra Martic
on Centre Court in the third
round, followed by seven-time
champion Djokovic against Stan
Wawrinka - also playing for a
spot in the fourth round.

Before that, though, two-
time Wimbledon champion
Andy Murray will finish his
match against fifth-seeded
Stefanos Tsitsipas. That match
was suspended Thursday with
Murray leading 6-7 (3), 7-6 (2),
6-4.

Earlier, Petra Kvitova
reached the third round for the
second year in a row, nine years
after winning the second of her
two titles at the All England
Club. The 33-year-old Czech,
who was injured in a knife
attack at her home in 2016, beat
Aliaksandra Sasnovich 6-2, 6-2

on Day 5 of the grass-court
Grand Slam tournament.

The left-handed Kvitova
first won the Wimbledon title in
2011 and then added another in
2014. She has only reached one
other Grand Slam final, losing to
Naomi Osaka in the deciding
match at the 2019 Australian

Open.
Madison Keys, an American

who won the Eastbourne
International title on grass ahead
of Wimbledon, also reached
the third round. The 25th-seed-
ed Keys defeated Viktorija
Golubic 7-5, 6-3.

Keys will next face Ukrai-

nian player Marta Kostyuk. She
advanced when Paula Badosa
retired from their match with a
back injury with Kostyuk lead-
ing 6-2, 1-0.

Badosa is dating Tsitsipas
and social media has been filled
with photos and videos of the
two of them lately.

"It's amazing to have him
supporting me. As you know, we
have a very good relationship,"
Badosa said. "We're there for
each other, so it's nice to have
him. But not only in this tour-
nament. It's nice to have him in
general."

Also in the second round,
third-seeded Daniil Medvedev
advanced by beating Adrian
Mannarino 6-3, 6-3, 7-6 (5),
sixth-seeded Holger Rune
defeated Roberto Carballes
Baena 6-3, 7-6 (3), 6-4, eighth-
seeded Jannik Sinner eliminat-
ed Quentin Halys 3-6, 6-2, 6-3,
6-4, and 19th-seeded Alexander
Zverev beat Yosuke Watanuki 6-
4, 5-7, 6-2, 6-2.

"Getting there," Medvedev
said when asked if he was feel-
ing at home on grass.
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Wimbledon tournament
director Jamie Baker said

Friday the grass courts were
"good and grippy" despite sev-
eral high-profile tumbles in the
first week of the Grand Slam.

Two-time champion Andy
Murray had a nasty fall on
Centre Court as he served for
a two-sets-to-one lead in his
second-round match against
Stefanos Tsitsipas late on
Thursday but got back up and
won the set.

US veteran Venus
Williams fell heavily in her

first-round defeat to Elina
Svitolina also on Centre Court
on Monday, hurting her
already-bandaged right knee.

"I was literally killing it,
then I got killed by the grass,"
said the 43-year-old five-time
champion.

Novak Djokovic's match
on the same day was delayed
for nearly 90 minutes due to a
damp court as players expres-
sed concerns over the surface.

On Thursday, France's
Alize Cornet crashed to the
Centre Court turf when her left
leg slipped late in her defeat to
defending champion Elena
Rybakina, though she was able
to carry on with heavy strap-
ping.

But Baker said players had
not expressed concerns over
the state of the grass at the
Grand Slam, which has been
disrupted by rain.

"I'm really happy," he said.
"I think the surface is as good
and as grippy as I can remem-
ber to be honest in the early
part of the tournament.

After 20 minutes, the Dutchman
had lapped seven-tenths faster than
Leclerc with Sainz third, a further tenth
adrift, ahead — until he was dislodged
by an improved lap from Perez, who
took third.

Verstappen soon had his Red Bull
team-mate in much closer proximity in
second place before, with half an hour
remaining Sainz went top in 1:29.357 on
soft tyres.

There was little for the home British
fans to cheer at this stage with Lewis
Hamilton sixth, George Russell 17th and
Norris in 15th, the seven-time champi-
on reporting 'bouncing is pretty bad'
after one lively lap.

Leclerc, on softs, then went second
before Russell took fourth as most
teams switched to softs.

With 15 minutes remaining, Red
Bull made the switch to softs. Perez
swept back to third and then Verstappen,
in 1:28.836, demonstrated his current
level of supreme form.

He was almost half a second clear
of Leclerc at the first attempt — until
Alonso went second, four-tenths off, to
be swiftly replaced in second by Albon,
in 1:29.089, an impressive lap by the
Williams driver.

As Mercedes persisted on mediums,
Hamilton survived a big over-steer
moment at Stowe, before Perez slotted
into second to ensure Red Bull had a
one-two outcome. The Mercedes men
ended up 12th and 14th.
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Max Verstappen outpaced his team-
mate Sergio Perez as the Red Bull

pair scored a predictable one-two in
Friday's opening practice for this week-
end's British Grand Prix.

The defending double world cham-
pion and runaway series leader, seeking
his first win at Silverstone since 2020,
clocked a best lap in one minute and
28.600 seconds to beat the Mexican by
four-tenths.

It was a typically dominant perfor-
mance from the champion team as they
seek this weekend a record-equalling
11th consecutive race victory, to draw
level with McLaren's 1988 achieve-
ment.

Behind the duo from the nearby
Milton Keynes-based team, Williams'
Alex Albon took third ahead of two-
time champion Fernando Alonso of
Aston Martin, Ferrari's Charles Leclerc
and Esteban Ocon of Alpine.

Carlos Sainz was seventh in the sec-
ond Ferrari ahead of McLaren's Lando
Norris, Lance Stroll in the second
Aston Martin and Oscar Piastri in the
second McLaren.

Verstappen was the only man to dip
below the 1:29 barrier.

On a bright day at the former
wartime airbase, packed with fans,
Verstappen was quick to take command
in the opening session and was soon on
top ahead of the two Ferraris.
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Kenya's record-breaking
running star Faith Kipye-

gon confirmed on Friday she
will go for a 1,500m-5,000m
double at the world champi-
onships in Budapest next
month. The 29-year-old
smashed the world records in
both events in June, running
3:49.11 in the 1,500m in
Florence, and seven days later
an explosive 14:05.20 in her
5,000m debut race at the Paris
Diamond League.

Kipyegon was back in sparkling form again
on Friday when she clinched victory in the
women's 5,000m at the Kenyan trials for the world
championships taking place in the Hungarian cap-
ital in August.

"I didn't expect to win the 5,000m here today,
as I did in Paris, but I did and I am happy about
it," said Kipyegon, who clocked a time of 14:53.90,
ahead of Lilian Kasait and Margaret Chelimo.

"The 1,500m remains my favourite event but
I am doing very well in the 5,000m. So I am going
to double up in both the 1,500m and 5,000m in
Budapest," she added.

Kipyegon, considered the greatest ever
women's 1,500m runner, won gold in the disci-
pline at the 2016 Olympics in Rio and at the
Covid-delayed Tokyo Games in 2021.

World 800m bronze meda-
llist Mary Moraa bettered her
national 400m record for the
second time this year to qual-
ify for the world champi-
onships. Moraa, who is also the
Commonwealth 800m cham-
pion, ran a solo effort to clock
50.38 seconds, obliterating her
earlier time of 50.44 which she
recorded during the Botswana
Golden Grand Prix in April.

She said she was ready to
run both the 400m and 800m
in Budapest if she is selected on
Saturday.

"I have trained hard for both events and, if the
selectors want, I can do the 400m-800m in
Budapest," Moraa said.

In the men's events, Boniface Mweresa
returned from a doping suspension to win one of
the two 400m semi-finals and qualify for
Saturday's final.

Kenyan 400m champion Zablon Ekuam
won the first semi-final in a time of 45.77sec to
set up a clash with Mweresa, who remains the only
Kenyan to have attained the 45.00sec qualifying
mark for the world championships in the event.

Last year's men's 5,000m Diamond League
winner Nicholas Kimeli won the men's 10,000m
in a time of 27:29.8, beating Commonwealth sil-
ver medallist Daniel Simiu Ebenyo into second
place and Bernard Kibet in third.
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Paris Saint-Germain made its third signing of the
summer transfer window by adding Sporting

Lisbon midfielder Manuel Ugarte to its squad on
Friday. PSG said the Uruguay international signed
a five-year contract through June 2028.

PSG has been active on the transfer market
recently. In addition to hiring Luis Enrique as its
new coach, the French champions have also signed
Marco Asensio and Milan Skriniar. No official fee
for Ugarte was announced but French newspaper
L'Equipe said it was 60 million euros ($65 million).

Ugarte has made eight appearances for
Uruguay. "I am sincerely very happy to be able to
take this big step in my career, in such a big club,"
Ugarte said.
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The IPL version of the much-
talked about Impact Player

Rule will be used in the Syed
Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy
(SMAT) beginning October 16,
the BCCI Apex Council appro-
ved on Friday.

The Impact Player was
introduced in SMAT last season
but it had to be brought before
the end of the 14th over and had
to be named before the toss.
However, this will change from
the next season. Like IPL, the

teams will be allowed to name
four substitutes besides the play-
ing eleven before the toss. Out
of the four substitutes, only one
can be used as an Impact Player.

"Both teams are allowed to
use one Impact Player per
match. It is, however, not com-
pulsory," read one of the guide-
lines on the rule. Impact Player
was used widely by the 10 IPL
teams but the introduction of it
divided opinions.

Former Australian captain
and Delhi Capitals head coach
Ricky Ponting had said that it

almost negated the role of an all-
rounder in the side.

"It actually almost negates
the role of all-rounders in the
game now. So unless they're
absolutely world-class and
they're getting picked either as
a batsman or as a bowler, not
sort of a bits and pieces guy, then
I don't think you'll see many,
many teams this year actually
use the guy that might bat at
seven and maybe bowling over
or two. Because you don't need
those guys anymore," Ponting
had said.

ASIAN GAMES PARTICIPA-
TION APPROVED

The Apex Council also
approved the participation of the
men's and women's teams for
the Asian Games in Hangzhou
in September-October.

A second-string Indian
team will participate in the
men's competition, beginning
September 28 while a full-
strength side will be picked for
the women's event, beginning
September 19.

Cricket has been played
only thrice in the Asian Games

history and the last time it was
held in Incheon in 2014 when
India did not take part.

The competition coincides
with crucial time for men's
team with India hosting the ODI
World Cup from October 5.

In a note, BCCI said consid-
ering the crowded internation-
al schedule, it will be a challenge
to field a team at Asian Games
but contributing to the nation-
al cause is also important. India
will be favourites to win gold
both in men and women cate-
gories.
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Legendary Indian captain and former
wicketkeeper-batsman MS Dhoni,

who is even referred to as the greatest
Indian cricketer of all time by many fans
and greats of the game, is celebrating his
42nd birthday on Friday (July 7). The
only captain in the history of the game
who has managed to win all three ICC
white-ball trophies as captain was born
in Ranchi, and after making his debut
at the age of 23 against Bangladesh in
December 2004, went on to establish
himself as one of the greatest, if not 'the
greatest' cricketers of the world.

He represented Team India at the
highest level for almost 15 years and
during his time, helped the side win
many memorable matches and tourna-
ment. It was under his leadership only
that India managed to win the inaugur-
al edition of ICC Men's T20 World Cup
in South Africa in 2007 and then ended
the 28-year-long wait for an ODI World
Cup title as well on April 2, 2011 in front
of home fans at the iconic Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai.

Dhoni, who only plays in IPL for
Chenani Super Kings and won fifth title
earlier this year was known for his lead-
ership, wicketkeeping, batting and sur-
prising everyone with his unexpected
decisions. And on his special day, when
the 'Captain Cool' is celebrating his 42nd
birthday, here's a look at seven such
occasions when he stunned every-
one with his unexpected deci-
sions:

Giving final over of T20 World
Cup final to Joginder Sharma

India was up against
Pakistan in the final of the
inaugural edition of ICC
Men's T20 World Cup 2007 in
Johannesburg on September
24 and was defending a mod-
est total of 158 runs. And in
the summit clash when 13
runs were needed of the final
over, Dhoni handed the ball to
Joginder Sharma and not
Harbhajan Singh. His decision
to give the over to inexperience
Joginder turned out to be a master-
stroke as on the third ball he got rid
of Misbah-ul-Haq to seal India's tri-
umph by five runs.

Chopped his long hair after
T20 WC win and shaved his head
after ODI WC triumph

When Dhoni made his debut
for Team India on December 23,
2004, in Chattogram against
Bangladesh, he used to sport

long hair and for more than two and a
half years he played with long hairs,
which later became a style statement
among youngsters as Dhoni continued
to impress. In the 2007 T20 World Cup
as well Dhoni played with long hairs but
after India's win in the summit clash, he
surprised everyone by cutting his long
hair and sporting an entirely new look.
And if his short hair look was a surprise
for fans then after India's win in 2011
ODI World Cup, Dhoni pulls another
rabbit out of his hat and shaved his
entire head after India's triumph.

Asked Sourav Ganguly to lead during
the final session of his farewell Test

Sourav Ganguly was also one of the
greatest Indian captains and during his
farewell Test which was against Australia
in Nagpur from November 6 to 10, 2008,
Dhoni surprised 'Dada' by asking him
to lead the Indian team for one last time

during the final session of last
day's play.

The Marriage with Sakshi
that no one knew

Dhoni tied the knot
with Sakshi Singh

Rawat on July 4, 2010, in
Dehradun in a private

ceremony and hardly any-
one had any idea about this
development. Dhoni was
the Indian captain at that

time and was very popular
among masses and rightly so
when his wedding pictures

came out, it shocked everyone.

Promoting himself over Yuvraj Singh
in 2011 ODI World Cup final

Dhoni was horribly out of form in
ODI World Cup 2011 but out the blue
on the night of the final against Sri
Lanka at the Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai, he decided to promote him-
self above in-form Yuvraj Singh. That
moved turned out to be the game
changing moment in the title-decider
and Dhoni helped India win the ODI
World Cup title by remaining not out
on 91 runs from 79 balls. The clip of
Dhoni hitting the six down the ground

on Sri Lankan pacer Nuwan Kulasekara's
bowling is still fresh in everyone's
mind.

Shocking retirement from Tests in
2014 and international cricket on
August 15,2020

Dhoni was the captain of Indian Test
team during Australia tour in 2014-2015
but after the end of third Test in
Melbourne on December 30, 2014, out
of nowhere he decided to call time on
his red-ball career. "One of India's
greatest Test Captains under whose
leadership India became the No. 1 team
in the Test Rankings MS Dhoni, has
decided to retire from Test Cricket cit-
ing the strain of playing all formats of
Cricket," the BCCI said in a statement.
"MS Dhoni has chosen to retire from

Test Cricket with immediate effect in
order to concentrate on ODI and T20
formats. BCCI while respecting the
decision of MS Dhoni to retire from Test
Cricket, wishes to thank him for his
enormous contribution to Test Cricket
and the laurels that he has brought to
India," it added.

Dhoni who hasn't played any inter-
national match for India for more than a
year since featuring in the first semifinal
of the ODI World Cup 2019, which India
lost by 18 runs against New Zealand on
July 10, 2019, in Manchester, announced
his retirement from international crick-
et on August 15, 2020. He was not very
active on social media but chose
Instagram to post a video which features
highlights of international career to noti-
fy everyone about his decision. He cap-

tioned the video, "Thanks a lot for ur love
and support throughout.from 1929 hrs
consider me as Retired."

Stepped down from captaincy
On January 4, 2017, in another deci-

sion which nobody was expecting Dhoni
announced his decision to step down
from white-ball captaincy of the Indian
team. At that time, India was preparing
to take on England in three-match
ODI and three-match T20I series.
Dhoni clarified his stance that he would
be available for selection as a player but
won't lead the side. And just like just two
days before the start of IPL 2022, Dhoni
quit CSK captaincy and passed on the
baton to Ravindra Jadeja. But he did
assume the role back mid-season after
Jadeja gave up.
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Cheteshwar Pujara compiled
a hundred full of intent to

push West Zone to 292 for 9 in
their second innings against
Central Zone, and place his
side firmly on the path to Duleep
Trophy final here on Friday.

Riding on Pujara's 133 off
278 balls, West, after starting the
day at 149 for 3, swelled their
lead to a commanding 384 on a
rain-hit third day which forced
an early closure.

Pujara, overnight 50, fell
into his gear early and never real-
ly gave any chance to the
bowlers. His innings had 14
boundaries and a six and he bat-
ted for 366 minutes.

The Central, in fact, started
the day on a bright note dismiss-
ing Sarfaraz Khan in the very
first over of the day.

The Mumbai youngster
edged left-arm spinner Saurabh
Kumar to stumper Upendra
Yadav, who held onto a rather
simple chance. It also ended an
underwhelming outing for him,
making 0 and 6 here.

The Central bowlers contin-
ued to trouble batsmen at the
other end, but Pujara was
immovable. The Saurashtra star
indicated his intent in the first
session itself, playing out 102

balls for 42 runs with three fours.
As is his vaunt, Pujara

snipped all the risks from his
game at this stage and offered
shots only to those balls that
thoroughly deserved to put
away.

Het Patel, who made 27, did
the major scoring during this
period and the right-hander
was very easy on the eyes as well.

Pujara went into lunch on
92 and hardly wasted any time
to reach the landmark upon his
return. Pujara hammered
Saurabh for a couple of fours,
one through the cover and one

behind the point fielder, to com-
plete his hundred.

Once he went past the mile-
stone, Pujara transformed into
a different batter. Saurabh and
off-spinner Saransh Jain, who
combined to take seven wickets
among them, were put to
swords.

Pujara unfurled some
attractive shots too, and his six
off Saurabh was quite a stunner.
The ball drifted on his leg and
Pujara sent it soaring over mid-
wicket with a simple flick of his
wrists.

Then there were those

archetypal flicks off the pads off
both pacers and spinners, who
did the bulk of bowling on the
day, as West raced ahead of
Central's reach.

With wickets tumbling con-
stantly at the other end, Pujara
wanted to keep the strike, and
his attempt to take a quick sin-
gle off the last ball of an over
resulted in his run out.

But by then, he had done
enough to seal the fate of the
match. If there is no play on the
final day, West will enter the final
by the virtue of their 92-run first
innings lead.
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Aday after announcing his
retirement from international

cricket, Tamim Iqbal announced
his return to the national side after
being "admonished" by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

The 34-year-old Tamim, who
was leading the side against
Afghanistan in a three-match ODI
series, had made the retirement
announcement a day after
Bangladesh lost the opening game
here on Wednesday.

"Today afternoon (Friday), the
Prime Minister invited me to her
house. She admonished me and
asked me to play again, so I have
decided to come out of retirement
at this moment," Tamim was quot-
ed as saying by Cricbuzz.

"I can say no to everyone but
it was impossible for me to say no
to someone of the PM's authority.
(Bangladesh Cricket Board presi-
dent) Papon (Nazmul Hasan) bhai,
Mashrafe (Mortaza) bhai were big,
big factors too. Mashrafe bhai
called me here and Papon bhai was
also with here.

"Prime Minister also gave me
one-and-a-half months break for
my treatment and other things.
After becoming mentally free, I will
play the rest of the matches."

A hard hitter of the ball, Iqbal
has played 70 Tests amassing 5,134
runs including 10 centuries and a
double ton in his 16-year career.

It was in the ODIs that his true
potential was realised as a top-
order batter, where the stalwart has
amassed 8,313 runs in 241 games
including 14 centuries -- the most
for his country.

He is also the third-highest
run-scorer among current crick-
eters, behind Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma.
Iqbal's retirement had come as a
surprise for Bangladesh just three
months before the 2023 ODI World
Cup in India.

���■ ����!

England key batter Joe Root
was dismissed on the sec-
ond ball of the day and

Jonny Bairstow departed in the
opening half-hour as Australia
gave the hosts a lesson in slip
fielding to take firm control of
the third Ashes test on Friday.

At lunch on day two,
England was 142-7 and still
121 runs behind Australia's first
innings of 263. All-rounders
Moeen Ali (21) and Chris
Woakes (10) were dismissed

before the interval with Ali's
attempted pull shot costing him
his wicket.

England captain Ben Stokes,
who shared a partnership of 44
with Ali for the sixth wicket, is
at the crease on 27. Woakes' dis-
missal saw lunch taken at
Headingley. 

Root was earlier caught by
first slip David Warner off the
bowling of Australia captain
Pat Cummins (4-59) without
adding to his overnight score of
19.

Bairstow was caught by sec-

ond slip Steve Smith for 12
against Mitchell Starc (2-28).

Both Root in the slips and
Bairstow as wicketkeeper
dropped chances on the first day
in front of their home crowd.

Bairstow dropped Travis
Head and Smith in another
poor display of keeping. Root
crucially spilled Mitch Marsh in
the slips on 12 and dropped
Alex Carey on 4. Marsh went on
to celebrate his test comeback by
smashing a run-a-ball 118. Root
and Bairstow missed f ive
chances on the day.
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Sri Lanka maintained their unbeaten record
at the Cricket World Cup Qualifier as

Pathum Nissanka's hundred helped secure an
eight-wicket victory over the West Indies on
Friday.

The Sri Lankans, who had already qual-
ified for the tournament to be played later this
year in India, bowled out the already-elimi-
nated Windies for 243 before chasing down
the target with 5.4 overs to spare.

The defeat brought an end to a miserable
tournament for the Caribbean side, after pre-
vious losses to Zimbabwe, the Netherlands
and Scotland.

"Just leave this behind us," said West
Indies captain Shai Hope.

"Look forward. Communication is the
key. We are already at the bottom, we have
to find ways to get back up."

The Dutch secured the second qualifying
place for the World Cup, to be held from
October 5 to November 19, with a dramatic
victory over Scotland on Thursday.

Sri Lanka will face the Netherlands in
Sunday's final.

"Our camp is very positive and we are
very confident with our performance," said
Sri Lankan skipper Dasun Shanaka.

"What we need to control is our perfor-
mance. The result will take care of itself."

After winning the toss and electing to
field first, Sri Lanka ran through the West
Indies top order, reducing their opponents to
123-7.

Spinner Maheesh Theekshana removed
three of the top four batters and ended with
figures of 4-34 from his 10 overs.

Keacy Carty at least secured some
respectability for the Windies with his 87,
supported by Romario Shepherd and Kevin
Sinclair down the order.

But Sri Lanka never looked in danger of
stumbling with the bat, as Nissanka stroked
a 113-ball 104 for his second successive cen-
tury.

His fellow opener Dimuth Karunaratne
added 83 in a first-wicket partnership of 190.

Both were eventually dismissed before
Kusal Mendis and Sadeera Samarawickrama
took the side home.
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