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Adelegation of at least 20
Members of Parliament

(MPs) representing 16 political
parties from the Opposition
camp will visit Manipur on
Saturday and Sunday under the
banner of the newly formed
INDIA coalition. The purpose
of the visit is to assess the sit-
uation in the violence-hit
northeastern State.

Following their visit, the
delegates will present a report
on Monday during a meeting
of the INDIA alliance, to be
held at the Parliament chamber
of the Congress president and
Leader of the Opposition in
Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun
Kharge.

Additionally, during the
meeting, the schedule for the
third meeting of the alliance,
comprising around 26
Opposition parties, will be
finalised. This meeting is set to
take place on August 25-26 in
Mumbai.

The delegation to Manipur
includes Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, Gaurav Gogoi,
and Phulo Devi Netam from
Congress, Sushmita Dev from
Trinamool Congress,
Kanimozhi Karunanidhi from
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,
Manoj Kumar Jha from

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD),
Sushil Gupta from Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), Javed Ali Khan
from Samajwadi Party, Arvind
Sawant from Shiv Sena (UBT),
among others.

The strategy of the delega-
tion is to assess the ground sit-
uation firsthand and then make
recommendations to the
Government and Parliament to
find a solution to the problems
in the violence-affected state.

Ahead of the visit, Gaurav
Gogoi, Deputy Leader of the
Congress in the Lok Sabha,
called for an enquiry led by a
retired Supreme Court judge
into the violence in Manipur.
He said that the delegation
wants to highlight that the
government has failed to
address the ongoing violence
and hopes to find a solution.

The MPs will f ly to
Manipur on Saturday morning

and visit both the hill areas and
the valley, which have been
affected by the violence.

Congress MP Dr Naseer
Hussain said that the delegation
has also sought time from the
Manipur Governor and will
meet her on Sunday morning.
If the discussion on their find-
ings is not allowed inside
Parliament, they will address a
press conference.

The Opposition bloc had

been demanding permission
for a delegation visit to
Manipur, but until now, they
were denied due to the situa-
tion there. They have also been
demanding a statement from
the Prime Minister in
Parliament on the situation in
Manipur, followed by a full-
fledged discussion.

In a related development,
ahead of the third meeting of
the INDIA coalition, the
Opposition parties are likely to
finalise an 11-member coordi-
nation committee. This com-
mittee will act as the nerve cen-
ter for the alliance, with one
member drawn from each of
the following parties: Congress,
Trinamool Congress, DMK,
AAP, JD(U), RJD, Shiv Sena
(UBT), NCP, JMM, Samajwadi
Party, and the CPI(M).

The INDIA coalition is
also expected to announce the
composition of other commit-
tees for communication, cam-
paign for the 2024 general
election, and coordination of
joint protests and rallies lead-
ing up to the election.

The coalition had earlier
expressed its intention to estab-
lish a joint secretariat for bet-
ter synchronization, but no
announcement has been made
so far. The Opposition parties
had held meetings in Patna in
June and Bengaluru in July.
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Aman was arrested in con-
nection with the murder of

a 23-year-old college student in
Delhi’s Malviya Nagar on
Friday. The horrifying incident
unfolded after the woman
refused his marriage proposal.

According to sources, the
arrested man, Irfan, 28, had
allegedly proposed marriage to
Nargis, but she firmly declined.
The rejection seemed to have
fueled a deadly rage within
him, resulting in the heinous
act of violence.

Victim’s family said Irfan
used to live with the family
around five-six years ago but
was asked to leave after he
allegedly started harassing
Nargis. The victim and accused
were first cousins, with their
mothers as sisters. 

Her father Suljat, who
works as a motor mechanic,
said she was her only daughter.
He has two sons. “I want jus-

tice for her,” he said. “The
accused should get strict pun-
ishment. We will not forgive
him for what he has done.”

The police responded to
the distressing incident after
receiving a call at 12:08 PM,
about a man assaulting a
woman at Vijay Mandal Park in
Shivalik A Block of Malviya
Nagar. However, by the time
they arrived, the perpetrator
had already fled the scene.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police South, Chandan
Chowdhary, issued a statement
saying, “We received informa-
tion that the body of a 25-year-
old woman was found near
Aurbindo College in South
Delhi’s Malviya Nagar. An iron
rod was found near her body.

According to a preliminary
investigation, the woman was
attacked with a rod. Further
investigation is in progress.”

The murder took place
inside the serene confines of
the Vijay Mandal Park, where
the college student had gone
with a friend. The victim bore
severe injuries to her head,
indicating the brutal nature of
the attack.

The police quickly appre-
hended Irfan and are current-
ly interrogating him to piece
together the events leading up
to the tragic incident. They are
working to uncover the full
extent of the circumstances
surrounding the crime and to
bring justice to the victim and
her family.
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Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has

imposed a �30 lakh fine on
IndiGo for certain systemic
deficiencies with respect to
documentation pertaining to
operations, training and engi-
neering procedures.

IndiGo witnessed four tail
strike incidents on A321 air-
craft within a span of six
months this year, following
which DGCA carried out a
special audit of the airline.

In a release, the regulator
said that during the audit, it
reviewed the airline’s docu-
mentation and procedure on
operations, training, engineer-
ing and FDM programme.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court
on Friday ordered

the withdrawal of the
Look Out Circular
(LOC) issued against
TMC MP Abhishek
Banerjee and his wife Rujira in
connection with the money
laundering cases against them
linked to an alleged coal smug-
gling scam in Bengal.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED), which the SC
had reprimanded during the
last hearing for issuing the
LOC against the high-profile
couple, informed a bench of
Justices SK Kaul and
Sudhanshu Dhulia that neces-

sary orders would be issued to
facilitate their travel abroad if

they inform the agency
a week in advance.

On July 24, the SC
had asked the ED to
apprise it about whether
a LOC had been issued

against the couple, who had
traveled abroad with the court’s
permission in the past.

Additional Solicitor
General SV Raju, appearing for
the ED, said as far as Abhishek,
the nephew of West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, is concerned, the ED
has already relaxed the LOC
and allowed him to travel from
July 26 to August 20. 

Continued on Page 2
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India and Britain are on track
to sign a free trade agreement

(FTA) this year as both coun-
tries have reached a consensus
on the main aspects of the pro-
posed deal, aiming to boost
economic growth and job
opportunities, according to a
top trade ministry official quot-
ed by Reuters.

Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal expressed eagerness
to finalise the deal at the earli-
est during a press briefing on
Friday. He said negotiations on
nearly all contentious issues
have been completed, and the
FTA could be signed “much
before” the end of the year.

The FTA is seen as crucial
for India’s ambition to expand
its exports, while Britain seeks
to gain wider access for its
whisky, premium cars, and
legal services. It would mark
India’s first FTA with a devel-
oped country since signing an
interim trade pact with
Australia last year.

For Britain, this agreement
holds significance in its quest
to establish diversified global
trade relationships following its
exit from the EU in 2020.

The development comes at
a crucial juncture for Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, who
aims to solidify New Delhi’s
business-friendly image ahead
of national elections sched-
uled for early next year.

The 11th round of talks
concluded recently in London
during a visit by Barthwal and
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal. Out of
the total 26 chapters in the
FTA, discussions on 19 have
been closed, including issues
related to the sensitive auto-
mobile sector, according to the
Commerce Secretary.

However, certain issues,
such as intellectual property
rights, rules of origin, and an
investment treaty, still require
resolution, as indicated by sep-
arate trade ministry sources.

Although an agreement in
principle has been reached on
the issue of rules of investment,
customs authorities of both
countries are currently working
on the modalities, Barthwal
said, adding, “Nothing is final
till everything is final.”

Barthwal noted that details
are subject to the final outcome
of negotiations, and the next
round of talks will be held
shortly. India is pushing for
“zero tariffs” for textiles, leather,
and other labour-intensive
manufacturing sectors.
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The Supreme Court granted
bail to activists Vernon

Gonsalves and Arun Ferreira in
the Elgar Parishad-Maoist links
case on Friday, considering
their five-year custody period.

Justices Aniruddha Bose
and Sudhanshu Dhulia
presided over the Bench and
laid out specific conditions for
their bail. As part of the con-
ditions, Gonsalves and Ferreira
are restricted from leaving
Maharashtra and must sur-
render their passports to the
police.

Additionally, they are per-
mitted to use one mobile device
each and are required to inform
the National Investigation
Agency about their addresses.

The activists had
approached the top court after
their bail pleas were rejected by
the Bombay High Court. The
case is related to the Elgar
Parishad conclave held in Pune
on December 31, 2017, which
the Pune police claimed was
funded by Maoists. The inflam-
matory speeches during the
event led to violent clashes

between Dalit groups and
Right-wingers at the Koregaon-
Bhima war memorial in Pune
the following day.

While granting bail, the
Supreme Court acknowledged
the seriousness of the allega-
tions but emphasised that it
does not preclude bail. The
court also highlighted that
appropriate conditions would
be imposed during their bail
period. If any conditions are
violated or if there are attempts
to threaten witnesses, the pros-
ecution can seek cancellation of
bail, the court stated. The
Supreme Court had reserved its
order in this case in March ear-
lier this year.

Last year, the accused,
including Gonsalves and
Ferreira, had filed pleas before
the top court against the
Bombay High Court’s
December 2021 judgment
denying them default bail. The
High Court had refused bail to

eight accused on December 1,
2021, while Sudha Bharadwaj
was granted bail. Justice
Dipankar Datta, who previ-
ously served as the Chief Justice
of the Bombay High Court, had
recused himself from hearing
the bail applications.

During the arguments, the
NIA, represented by Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta,
Additional Solicitors- General
SV Raju and KM Nataraj, and
advocate Kanu Agrawal,
stressed the seriousness of the
charges and emphasised that it
cannot be compared to previ-
ous bail decisions. 

However, the senior advo-
cates representing the accused,
R Basant and Rebecca John,
pointed out the accused had
been in custody for over five
years without charges framed
or the trial commencing. They
argued there was insufficient
material implicating Gonsalves
and Ferreira in the case.
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The proceedings of the Rajya
Sabha were abruptly

adjourned on Friday following
a heated exchange between
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankar
and Trinamool Congress
(TMC) leader Derek O’Brien.

The tension escalated when
Derek O’Brien interrupted
Dhankhar over the issue of
non-admission of notices given
by Opposition members under
Rule 267 to discuss the situa-
tion in Manipur. A total of 47
MPs from the Congress, TMC,
DMK, AAP, Left, and others
had given notices under this
rule, seeking suspension of the
listed business to address the
pressing issue.

Dhankhar, in response,
said  he had already agreed to
a short-duration discussion on
the matter and urged members
to participate in the discussion
under the said rule. He also
expressed concern over the
conduct of MPs in the Upper

House and how it is perceived
by the outside world.

Derek O’Brien stood up to
press for the motion that
Opposition parties have been
seeking to move since the start
of the Monsoon Session of
Parliament last week. His act of
thumping the desk during his
speech was deemed as “the-
atrics” by Dhankhar, who
requested members to show
respect to the Chair.

As the tension continued to
mount, the Chairman
adjourned the proceedings for

the day, barely 15 minutes after
its resumption at 11 AM. The
Rajya Sabha will now recon-
vene on Monday, July 31.

Meanwhile, Opposition
Rajya Sabha MPs Manoj Jha of
RJD and Ranjeet Ranjan of the
Congress moved Suspension of
Business Notices under Rule
267, urging the Chairman to
suspend all other business for
the day, including the Zero
Hour and Question Hour, to
discuss the situation in the vio-
lence-hit State of Manipur.

Continued on Page 2
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In an extraordinary tale of
luck and friendship, 11

women civic workers in Kerala’s
Malappuram district hit the
jackpot by winning a stagger-
ing �10 crore in a lottery.
These hardworking women,
employed at a plastic waste seg-
regation unit, decided to try
their luck by pooling in small
amounts from their meager
incomes and investing in a lot-
tery ticket worth �250.

The joyous news of their
triumph came with the decla-

ration from the Kerala Lottery
Department, crowning them
winners of the monsoon jack-
pot. Each woman’s contribution
of less than �25 towards the
�250 ticket turned out to be the
magical combination.

Amid their daily tasks of

segregating plastic waste, the
group of friends, all part of the
Haritha Karma Sena, received
the life-changing news. Radha,
one of the lucky winners,
expressed immense relief and
acknowledged that the prize
money would alleviate the sig-

nificant financial burdens
shared by the group.

Haritha Karma Sena,
known for its efforts in non-
biodegradable waste collection
and recycling, compensates
these dedicated women with
salaries ranging from �7,500 to

�14,000 per month. The wind-
fall comes as a godsend to these
breadwinners, who strive to
manage debts, marriage
expenses, and medical bills of
their families.

Interestingly, this was not
the first instance of the women
trying their luck together. Last
year, the same group pooled
money for an Onam bumper
ticket, which rewarded them
with �7,500. Encouraged by
their previous success, they
courageously took another
chance, leading them to this
astounding �10 crore jackpot.

News of their good fortune
spread like wildfire, prompting
numerous well-wishers to flock
to meet the winners. Captured
in pictures wearing faded green
overcoats and rubber gloves,
these 11 women now stand as
a testament to the strength of
hope and camaraderie. 
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Amid reports of heavy
d ow np o u r- t r i g g e r e d

floods received from across the
State, the Maharashtra
Government on Friday
announced revision of the nat-
ural calamity compensation
norms, enhancing the aid
being handed out to the rain-
affected victims for the losses
suffered by them because of
damage caused to homes,
shops, personal belongings
and small businesses during
the ongoing monsoon season.

Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde made an announce-
ment to this effect while speak-
ing in the State Assembly on
the extensive damage caused to
life and property in many dis-
tricts, towns and villages,
where homes, shops, busi-
nesses and other properties of
citizens have been damaged or
destroyed in the unabated wet
spell being witnessed across
the state.  Shinde said that
against the current compensa-

tion of Rs 2,500 per family for
loss of clothes and a similar
amount for other household
items because of submergence
or washing away of of their
homes, the compensation
amount would be enhanced to
Rs 10,000 per family by relax-
ing the conditions of the State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF)

Similarly, if the shops get
submerged underwater or
completely damaged or washed
away, the shopkeepers will be
extended financial assistance
up to 75 percent of the losses
or a maximum amount of Rs
50,000.  “Under the SDRF,
there is currently  no provision
to provide help to shopkeepers
suffering losses during floods
or other natural calamities,” he
said. 

The Chief Minister said
that the state government
would extend compensation to
small businesses, tapris ( way-
side stalls) run  by many indi-
viduals or families in small
towns.

“Since the tapris are cur-
rently not covered under any
schemes in such calamities
the state will provide them a
special financial assistance of
up to 75 percent of the actu-
al losses or a maximum Rs
10,000, as per panchnamas
carried out by the revenue
officials,  “Only those who
are off icial ly registered,
licenced tapri holders, local
residents with their names
on electoral rolls and ration
cards, shall be eligible for
special aid:” Chief Minister
said.
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Maharashtra’s former chief
minister Prithviraj

Chavan on Friday rooted for
the arrest of controversial
Hindu activist Sambhaji Bhide
for questioning the lineage of
Mahatma Gandhi.

A day after Bhide —
known for his “foot-in-mouth”
disease — claimed that
Karamchand Gandhi was not
Mahatma Gandhi's father and
that the father of Gandhiji was
a Muslim landlord, Chavan
charged that the Hindu activist
had made a “shameless” state-
ment against the Father of the
Nation which would spark
hatred in the society.

Raising the issue in the
State Assembly, Chavan said:
“Yesterday, a person named
Sambhaji Bhide made a shame-
less and a derogatory statement
against Mahatma Gandhi.
Bhide is a repeat offender. For

several years now, he has been
indulging in acts that would
cause hatred and disharmony
in the society. He should be
booked and arrested under
section 153 A of Indian Penal
Code for his statement for his
remark against the Father of the
Nation”.

Speaking at a function held
at Jaibharat Manglam audito-
rium at Amravati, Bhide had
alleged: “Mohandas was the son
of the fourth wife of his father
Karamchand. Karamchand
used to work with a Muslim
landlord. 

After a threat of a huge
sum belonging to the Muslim
landlord, Karamchand had run
away. An agitated Muslim land-
lord forcibly brought
Karmchand’s fourth wife to
his own. He lived with
Karmachand’s fourth wife like
his own wife. It was during that
time Mohandas was born”
“Hence, Karamchand was not

the real father of Mohandas. He
was the son of Muslim land-
lord.  I have evidence that
shows that it was the Muslim
landlord who brought
Mohandas up and took care of
his educational needs,” Bhide
had claimed. 

Following an uproar over
Chavan’s demand for the arrest
of the controversial right-wing
activist, State Assembly Speaker
Rahul Narvekar directed the
Maharashtra government to
take necessary action against
Bhide.

Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, who was present in the
House at that time, assured the
chair that the state government
would look into Sambhaji
Bhide’s purported remarks
against Mahatma Gandhi and
initiate necessary action against
the latter.  Bhide is a Hindu
activist from Sangli district in
western Maharashtra. After
having been a full-time work-

er with the Hindu-nationalist
organisation, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh. Bhide set
up his own Hindu organisation
“Shiv Pratishthan Hindustan”,
in the late 1980s. He is known
across the state for his rabid
communal statements over the
years.

In a related development, it
has come to light that in anoth-
er function held at Pimpri-
Chinchwad near Pune on
Sunday last, Bhide had claimed
that August 15 was not the
country’s Independence Day
and that “Jan Gana Mana” can-
not be the national anthem.
“August 15 should be mourned
and not celebrated and not cel-
ebrated. People should under-
take fast on that day....
Rabindranath Tagore wrote
`Jan Gana Mana’ in 1898 to
welcome the British King.
Hence August 15 is not correct
Independence Day.`` The
Maharashtra Congress

Committee demanded that a
sedition case be registered
against Bhide for allegedly
insulting Independence Day
and National Anthem.

In a statement issued here
on Friday, MPCC chief
spokesperson Atul Londe said:
“Manohar alias Sambhaji Bhide
has insulted all Indians by
making a shameless statement
that the independence that
India got on 15th August is not
true. Sambhaji Bhide's state-
ment is also insulting to lakhs
of freedom fighters who sacri-
ficed everything for the free-
dom of the country”

“A sedition case must be
filed against Bhide, who insult-
ed the country's freedom and
the  national anthem by mak-
ing false statements. If the gov-
ernment doesn't register the
case against Bhide, the
Congress will explore how it
can file a case against the
Hindu activist,” Londe said.
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As financial scandals con-
tinued to explode in

Bengal government’s face in
regular intervals, State
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari on Friday dropped yet
another ‘scam bomb’ this time
worth Rs 152 crores involving
a department handled by Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee her-
self.

The scam relates to Chief
Minister Grievance Cell so fer-
vently created ahead of the
2021 Assembly elections to
bypass the procedural para-
phernalia — of reaching the
administrative bosses to get the

people’s works done —and
protect the electorate from the
infamous “cut money raj,”
Adhikari said. 

In order to smarten up the
Grievance Cell which piloted
the famous Didi ke Bolo (tell it
to Didi) ahead of the 2021
Assembly elections a tender
was called from interested
companies to carry out the nec-
essary infrastructure works.

“Initially the project was
transparent and a Delhi-based
company won the bid … how-
ever in an apparent move to
provide the work to IPAC -
which also had been managing
the Trinamool Congress’ polit-
ical affairs from campaigns to
booth loot to selection of can-
didates — the first

tender was cancelled and
the work was later given to a
company which is indirectly
controlled by the IPAC … the

company has already started its
work recruiting about 350 peo-
ple … and everything was
done via the

Home Department which
functions under the Chief
Minister herself,” Adhikari said
adding while the Delhi-based
company had bid about Rs 130
crore in the new tender the
project cost was inflated to Rs
152 crore.

These people who are
working in the name of build-
ing up the infrastructure of the
Grievance Cell are actually
working as TMC operatives to
further the ruling party’s elec-
toral interests i.e. selection of
candidates, campaigning, strat-
egy formation, gathering feed-
backs etc, the Opposition
Leader said adding he would
write a letter both to the
Enforcement Directorate and
Governor CV Ananda Bose to
take appropriate measures.

“The Governor can always
act by seeking the necessary
files from the Chief Secretary
which he is bound to furnish
… this is important because the
scam, if any, has taken place in

the Chief Minister’s own
department ” he said.“I will also
write a letter to the Director of
the ED to take suo motu cog-
nizance and start investiga-
tion as they do not require any
State Government or the judi-
ciary’s clearance to act. 

This is an important
instance of how political power
gets mingled with corporate …
the IPAC has literally been
running Bengal and even influ-
encing the elections in various
ways … they are planning
selection of candidates, cam-
paigns, government pro-
grammes and even booth cap-
ture etc … in lieu of this they
are getting benefited through
various ways … one has to
know whether this is one of
such ways or not,” the BJP
leader who was the most pow-
erful Trinamool Congress min-
ister after Mamata Banerjee till
January 2021 when he joined
the BJP said.

“We will not allow this
investigation to die down like
that of Sharada and other chit
fund cases where the investi-
gating Agencies failed to play
the role that was required of
them,” the leader said.

While most TMC leaders
remained tight-lipped about
Adhikari’s charges saying the
“high command is competent
to talk on such issues,” a TMC
leader and minister said that
“instead of making wild alle-
gations in the media he should
go to the Court with the evi-
dences he has and get an order
of investigation passed.”

����������	
�
��������
>

��

Chief of Army Staff General
Manoj Pande Friday visit-

ed forward areas of Ladakh to
review the prevailing security
situation & operational pre-
paredness. General Pande was
briefed by the senior army
officers on the operational pre-
paredness of the troops
deployed in the eastern Ladakh
region.

General Pande also inter-
acted with the troops and com-
plimented them for their unwa-
vering commitment and
exhorted them to continue
working with utmost profes-
sionalism and positive spirit.

“General Manoj Pande,
COAS visited forward areas of
Ladakh and was briefed on
operational preparedness.
Interacting with troops, COAS
complimented the soldiers for
their unwavering commitment
and exhorted them to contin-
ue working with the utmost

professionalism and positive
spirit”, Army said in a tweet.

On Thursday Gen Pande
visited the frozen battlefield of
Siachen Glacier to review the
operational preparedness there
too. "General Manoj Pande
COAS visited the frozen fron-
tiers of Siachen Glacier and
reviewed the operational pre-
paredness.  COAS also laid a
wreath at Siachen War

Memorial to honour the
Bravehearts who have made the
supreme sacrifice at the World’s
Highest Battlefield. While
interacting with the brave sol-
diers, COAS lauded them for
their tenacity & perseverance
under most challenging con-
ditions and also exhorted them
to continue working with same
zeal & motivation", the Twitter
handle of Indian army stated.
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From Page 1
Raju added that Banerjee’s

wife Rujira has also been
allowed to travel abroad sever-
al times. “The problem is this...
When somebody goes abroad,
you say we have not issued the
LOC, and we have given the
permission,” Justice Kaul
observed, adding, “The pen-
dency of the LOC creates a sce-
nario where somebody, some-
where is stopped. It is not
acceptable. Your time is wast-
ed, and my time is wasted.”

“There is a LOC. You recall
the LOC, that is all. They will
seek permission whenever they
have to go. They will intimate
you in advance,” the bench told
Raju. When the ASG argued
that serious allegations have
been made against the couple
in the alleged coal smuggling
scam, the bench observed that

in a criminal matter, it is the
prosecution’s burden to prove
its case beyond all reasonable
doubts.

“The ASG, in usual fair-
ness, states that if the petition-
ers inform one week in advance
before traveling abroad, neces-
sary orders will be issued. In
any case, the LOC shall stand
withdrawn,” the bench said
while disposing of the applica-
tion filed by Abhishek Banerjee
and his wife.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for the duo,
had argued that the TMC MP
was scheduled to go abroad on
July 26 for medical reasons.
Sibal had stated that Abhishek
Banerjee and his wife had trav-
eled abroad earlier and
returned without causing
obstruction in the ongoing
probe against them. The top

court had earlier allowed the
ED to interrogate the couple in
connection with the alleged
scam at its Kolkata office after
giving them at least 24-hour
advance notice. Rujira was
allegedly stopped from board-
ing a UAE-bound flight on
June 5, citing a lookout notice
issued by the ED that asked her
to appear before the agency.

The ED has lodged a case
against the couple under the
provisions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, 2002,
based on a November 2020 FIR
registered by the CBI that
alleged a multi-crore rupees
coal pilferage scam at the
Eastern Coalfields Limited
mines in the state’s Kunustoria
and Kajora areas in and around
Asansol. The alleged scam
involves the illegal mining of
coal and its transportation.

From Page 1
FDM refers to Flight Data

Monitoring.During the spe-
cial audit, certain systemic
deficiencies were observed in
IndiGo’s documentation per-
taining to operations/training

procedures and engineering
procedures.A show cause
notice was issued to the airline
and DGCA said the carrier’s
reply “was reviewed at various
levels and was not found satis-
factory”. “Subsequently, DGCA

has imposed a financial penal-
ty of Rs 30 lakh on IndiGo
Airlines and also directed them
to amend their documents and
procedures in line with DGCA
requirements and OEM guide-
lines,” the release said.

From Page 1
In a strategy meeting ear-

lier in the morning, Opposition
members decided to push for
a demand that the Lok Sabha
Speaker set a date for voting on
the no-confidence motion
against the Centre, which had
been filed earlier. 

The Opposition also
accused the Government of
“subverting” Parliamentary tra-
ditions by passing Bills despite

the acceptance of the motion of
no-confidence in the Lok
Sabha.

Amidst the political tur-
moil, AAP leader and Rajya
Sabha member Sanjay Singh
faced suspension by Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankar for the
remaining period of the
Monsoon session due to his
alleged repeated violations of
the chair’s instructions. Sanjay
Singh has been receiving sup-

port from leaders within the
Opposition’s Indian National
Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA), with AAP
leader Jaya Bachchan and for-
mer Congress president Sonia
Gandhi expressing solidarity
with him.

Since his suspension, var-
ious leaders have been visiting
the protest site near the Gandhi
statue to show support for the
AAP leader. 
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The grand electoral strategy
announced by Samajwadi

Party president Akhilesh  Yadav
of creating the formidable
alliance PDA – (Pichhade
(backward), Dalit and
Alpsankhyak (minority) – is
facing a tough challenge on the
ground. The SP, for its political
turnaround, is attempting to
tap into the three groups of vot-
ers together classified as PDA.

The SP, in the last one
decade since 2014, has lost four
consecutive elections in UP –
two Lok Sabha elections and
two UP assembly polls. The
comprehensive victory of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in these
four elections proves that the
ruling party has made signifi-
cant inroads among the Dalit
and backward communities. 

The SP is however confi-
dent that the new PDA formula
can transform the party’s for-
tunes, but political analysts are
skeptical. They say “it may be
good political arithmetic but
lacks political chemistry”.

The SP considers PDA a
formidable combination to take
on the BJP-led National

Democratic Alliance in the
crucial general election in 2024.
Political analysts believe that
UP has 40-45 per cent Other
Backward Classes, 20 per cent
Dalits and 19 per cent Muslim
voters accounting for around
78 per cent of all voters in the
state. Akhilesh’s target is to
wean away a large chunk of this
group into his fold. The SP
faces the biggest challenge of
winning back the non-Yadav
OBC castes. 

The PDA formula suffered
a significant blow when Om
Prakash Rajbhar, the president
of Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj
Party, announced his decision
to join the NDA. Rajbhar
attacked the SP and said
“Akhilesh Yadav intends to
turn OBCs into mere loaders
instead of leaders, while the BJP
is actively promoting leaders
from OBC communities”.

The Rajbhars, said to
account for 4 per cent of the
state’s population, are largely
spread across eastern UP and
play a major role in the elec-
toral politics of the state. 

They are largely represent-
ed by the SBSP. In the 2017 UP
assembly election, Om Prakash

Rajbhar was in alliance with the
NDA and also became a min-
ister in the Yogi Adityanath
government.  

However, after the May
2019 Lok Sabha election, he
was dismissed from the Yogi
cabinet. Ahead of the 2022 UP
assembly election he forged an
alliance with the SP.

Om Prakash Rajbhar’s
political significance and clout
can be gauged from the fact
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi sent him a congratulato-
ry message on the wedding of
his son in June last. The mes-
sage came in handy for Rajbhar
to claim his clout over the rul-
ing dispensation. 

However, the SP has dis-
missed the importance of
Rajbhar. “Om Prakash Rajbhar
leaving the SP alliance will not
have a substantial impact. Om
Prakash Rajbhar’s absence will
not harm us. We have influen-
tial Rajbhar leaders within our
own ranks, such as Ram Achal
Rajbhar and Sukhdeo Rajbhar’s
son,” said senior SP leader
Rajpal Kashyap.

About the ‘D’ of the PDA,
Uttar Pradesh has 22 per cent
Dalit voters. 
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New Delhi: This year, Delhi is
at a higher risk of experiencing
a surge in vector-borne dis-
eases. Despite the receding
floodwaters, certain areas may
still retain stagnant water, cre-
ating ideal breeding sites for

mosquitoes. 
The Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) has released a
report indicating 190 reported
cases of infection in the nation-
al capital as of July 22. Ensure
your children wear long sleeves

and pants when they are out-
doors and keep their environ-
ment clean and free of conta-
minated water, advised Dr
Anamika Dubey of Madhukar
Rainbow Children's Hospital,
Delhi. SR
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The National Capital Civil
Service Authority (NCCSA)

meeting, which was scheduled
for on Friday, has been post-
poned indefinitely, raising eye-
brows and concerns over the
delay in crucial administrative
matters.

Member secretary
(NCCSA)  Ashwini Kumar has
cited communication from the
Office of Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal that the meeting,
which was rescheduled for the
fifth time, has been postponed
indefinitely. The postponement
came after the Chief

M i n i s t e r / C h a i r p e r s o n
(NCCSA) considered the
Union Cabinet's decision to
replace an Ordinance with a Bill
during their meeting on 25th
July 2023. 

The Bill is anticipated to be
presented in Parliament on
Monday, 31st July 2023.  The
prolonged postponements have
raised concerns about the
smooth functioning of NCCSA
and its crucial role in deploying
officers and filling vacant posi-
tions. 

Officers from outside states
and union territories, awaiting
postings in the National Capital
Territory of Delhi (NCTD),
are facing idleness, leading to
financial loss and demotivation.

The delay has also impact-
ed critical administrative mat-
ters, such as the transfer of offi-
cers from sensitive departments
and the disciplinary actions
against certain officers, which
require immediate attention.
Section 45F of the Government

of National Capital Territory of
Delhi (GNCTD) Act, inserted
through the GNCTD
(Amendment) Ordinance,
2023, grants the Member
Secretary (NCCSA) the author-
ity to decide the meeting's time
and place with the
Chairperson's approval (CM). 

The Act also specifies a
quorum of two members for
the meeting. Given the city's
ongoing challenges, including
the all-time high water level in
Yamuna causing floods and
the forthcoming G-20 Summit
and related events, the indefi-
nite postponement has raised
concerns about the potential
impact on the city's adminis-
tration.

In an effort to address the
situation,  Member secretary
(NCCSA) Ashwani Kumar has
suggested that the NCCSA
meeting proceed as planned if
the quorum of members is
met. In this regard, the remain-
ing members are urged to con-

vene the meeting at 5:00 pm
today in Conference Room No.
II at level 2 of the Delhi
Secretariat. Officials have been
advised to seek directions or
opinions from the Hon'ble
Chief Minister to ensure the
NCCSA meeting moves for-
ward and resolves pressing
administrative matters. 

Meanwhile,  sources in the
Delhi Government said that the
language of a letter written by
the Home Secretary to the
Chief Minister about the post-
ponement of the NCCSA meet-
ing is discourteous and
amounts to open rebellion.

“Can one imagine any offi-
cer writing such a letter to CM
of any full state? Can the home
secretary write a similar letter
to LG? This is not an isolated
incident. 

There are numerous inci-
dents happening everyday in
Delhi government wherein offi-
cers are openly defying minis-
ters’ orders,” said an official.
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Ashwini Attri's photogra-
phy exhibition, "Third

Eye," opened at the India
International Centre annexe
art gallery  On Friday, receiv-
ing high praise from
renowned Kathak dancer

Padma Shree Shovana
Narayan.  The exhibition
showcases 32 selected exhibits,
each capturing ordinary
objects in an extraordinary
way, revealing the artist's
unique perception and cre-
ativity. During the inaugura-
tion, Shovana Narayan
expressed her admiration for

Attri's ability to see beyond
the ordinary and capture the
beauty of the world in his pho-
tographs. Shovana praised
Attri's keen eye for detail,
capturing shades and lights
that often go unnoticed by
ordinary observers like our-
selves. She commended his
ability to bring the beauty of

creation to life through color,
composition, and presentation
in his photography. The
"Third Eye" exhibition offers
a journey through the digital
era of photography, focusing
on the interplay of light in
nature and human creativity. 

Attri's photographs beau-
tifully balance the glare of

light and the depth of shadows
in the objects and scenes he
captures. He emphasized that
his work does not involve
manipulating light; rather, he
strives to capture the essence
of each subject as it naturally
appears. Speaking about the
significance of the exhibition,
Attri expressed immense sat-

isfaction in achieving results
that closely resemble the actu-
al light and shade effects in his
photographs. The "Third Eye"
exhibition will be open for
public viewing at the India
International Centre annexe
art gallery from July 29 to
August 4  3, between 11:00
AM and 7:00 PM.
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The Minister In-charge of
Central District,  Imran

Hussain, conducted an inspec-
tion of flood relief camps at Old
Yamuna Bridge & Golden
Jubilee Park on Friday  to
ensure the provision of ade-
quate basic facilities to the
flood-affected individuals.

The Minister inquired
about the ongoing rescue, relief,
and rehabilitation operations in
the Central Revenue District,
with a primary focus on the
availability of essential ser-
vices such as food, water, elec-
tricity, medical aid, and other
necessary facilities.

During his visit,  Hussain
interacted with the affected
people, who shared that their
dwellings are still inundated

with floodwater. 
The Minister promptly

instructed the concerned
departments to continue pro-
viding essential amenities,
including food, drinking water,
toilets, and medical facilities,
until the situation returns to
normalcy.

Emphasizing the Kejriwal
Government's commitment to
providing comprehensive assis-
tance, the Minister observed
that sufficient arrangements
have been made for electricity
through power generators. 

Additionally, an ample
number of fans have been
installed in the flood relief
camps, considering the pre-
vailing hot weather conditions.
Officials at the camps informed
the Minister that the number of
people seeking shelter increas-

es in the evening, and arrange-
ments for food and lodging
have been accordingly aug-
mented.

At the Golden Jubilee Park
flood relief camp, Hussain
interacted with the affected
individuals and directed con-
cerned officers to ensure the
provision of adequate drinking
water at least three times a day.
The Minister emphasized that
food items should be changed
at certain intervals to address
the nutritional needs of the
people.

The minister also encour-
aged the flood-affected chil-
dren to attend classes in near-
by schools, where the Kejriwal
government has organized spe-
cial classes and provided books
and stationery items for the
children's benefit. 
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday held a

high-level meeting on Friday to
review the preparation in pre-
venting the escalating spread of
vector-borne diseases in Delhi.
Health Minister Saurabh
Bhardwaj and MCD Mayor
Shelly Oberoi were also present
in the meeting.

The meeting aimed to
devise effective preventive mea-
sures to combat the rising
dengue cases. To ensure suffi-
cient healthcare facilities for
dengue patients, Kejriwal
directed all hospitals to reserve
beds and maintain adequate
stocks of essential medicines. 

A dedicated helpline num-
ber (1031) has been issued for
vector-borne diseases, enabling
direct communication between
patients and doctors for reliable

guidance.  Additionally, strin-
gent fines of �1,000 for resi-
dences and �5,000 for com-
mercial establishments will be
imposed on those found
responsible for mosquito
breeding at their premises.

Health Minister Bhardwaj
highlighted the importance of
public awareness in preventing
dengue. Citizens are urged to
protect themselves from mos-
quito bites and prevent the
spread of the disease. The

Health Department conducted
genome sequencing of the
dengue virus, identifying a
predominant strain of type 2
dengue. 

While efforts are in place to
control the severity of the dis-
ease, caution remains essential,
especially for school-going chil-
dren who may be more sus-
ceptible. The Education
Department has been directed
to enforce a strict dress code in
schools, ensuring students wear
full sleeves shirts and pants.

The Education
Department has also been
tasked with a dengue awareness
homework assignment for stu-
dents. All students across gov-
ernment, MCD, and private
schools in Delhi will prepare a
report on their homes' dengue
preparedness. This exercise
aims to instill a sense of respon-
sibility and awareness among

the younger population. To
control mosquito breeding,
hospitals have been declared
no-tolerance zones, and daily
updates on reported dengue
cases will be disseminated
through various media chan-
nels. The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
will conduct door-to-door
inspections for breeding
grounds, imposing fines on
non-compliant homes and
establishments.

The Delhi Government is
taking a proactive approach to
engage the community in the
dengue prevention campaign.
The helpline number 1031 will
serve both COVID-19 and
dengue-related queries, con-
necting callers to professionals
for reliable information.  A
24x7 control room will be
established soon, and parac-
etamol will be made readily

available. The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) and
Delhi Police will actively par-
ticipate in spreading awareness
about dengue prevention
through public announcements
in markets and other places.
Government agencies and
departments have been
instructed to ensure no mos-
quito breeding occurs in their
offices.

Health Minister Saurabh
Bhardwaj urged the media to
actively participate in spread-
ing awareness about dengue
prevention. The Delhi
Government remains commit-
ted to implementing robust
measures and preventive
actions to protect its citizens
from the threat of dengue and
other vector-borne diseases.
For any assistance, the public is
encouraged to contact the
helpline number 1031.
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Gautam Buddh Nagar Police
Commissionerate has dis-

solved its women safety wing at
all police stations in the district,
citing "laxity" and "delay in dis-
posal of cases," according to an
official statement. 

The order was passed by
Gautam Buddh Nagar Police
Commissioner Laxmi Singh
on the basis of a report sub-
mitted to her by the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Greater Noida), read the
statement issued late Thursday
night. 

"It is directed that the
police force deputed in the
Women's Security Unit shall
forthwith report to the Deputy
Commissioner of Police of
their respective zones. The
supervision and administrative
control of all the deliberations
referred will be of the Deputy
Commissioner of Police of the
zone concerned," it added. 

The abolished wing
referred to a small group of
dedicated staff deployed at
each police station of the dis-
trict for probing and disposing
of cases related to women.
This staff worked under the
supervision of the Deputy

Commissioner of Police
(women and child safety) at the
commissionerate office in
Sector 108, Noida, a police offi-
cer told PTI. 

The supervision of this
staff has now been handed
over to the DCPs concerned of
the area and they will be
reporting to assistant commis-
sioners of police (ACPs) and
the in-charge of local police sta-
tions, the official said. 

The Gautam Buddh Nagar
Commissionerate has three
police zones – Noida, Central
Noida, and Greater Noida –
with 21 police stations in all, in
addition to a dedicated Mahila
Thana in the 1,442 sq km-wide
district that borders Delhi,
Haryana, Ghaziabad, Hapur,
and Bulandshahr. 
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Veteran theatre and film
actors Naseeruddin Shah,

Shabana Azmi, Pankaj Kapur,
and Ratna Pathak Shah will
highlight the 4th edition of
Delhi Theatre Festival from
August 4.

Returning after a hiatus of
three years, the theatre extrav-
aganza, organised by Alchemist
Live, will see some of the most
eminent luminaries of the stage
performing at Siri Fort
Auditorium, Kamani
Auditorium and OP Jindal
Auditorium in New Delhi and
the Orana Conventions in
Gurugram. Over the course of
three days, theatre aficionados
will get to attend a line-up of

seven homegrown plays per-
formed by theatre legends such
as Lillete Dubey, Shekhar
Suman, Piyush Mishra, Vinay
Pathak, Suchitra
Krishnamoorthi and Kanwaljit
Singh. 

"We are very proud to have
established a platform where
theatre will thrive and envision
annual 'Delhi Theatre Festival'
to be breeding ground for the-
atre in India. As we embark on
a brand-new season, we plan to
enthral our audience with icon-
ic acts. Their presence is certain
to elevate theatrical offerings to
unprecedented heights, ensur-
ing an unforgettable experience
for all attendees," saidPrabhu
Tony, coo and co-founder,
Alchemist Live, in a statement. 
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The Delhi BJP Friday
demanded that the AAP

Government convene an
Assembly session to discuss
issues related to the flooding in
Yamuna and claimed the com-
pensation announced by the
Government for the affected
people was "too little".

Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva also asked
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
how many flood-affected peo-
ple were provided with the
financial aid of Rs 10,000 as
announced by his Government.

"This compensation is too
little for the affected people
who have lost all their belong-
ings and the means of liveli-
hood. One cannot even meet
their monthly expenses with a
sum of Rs 10,000," Sachdeva

said in a press conference.
Leader of Opposition in Delhi
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri demanded the gov-
ernment immediately convene
the Monsoon session of the
Assembly and discuss the
floods in the national capital.

The Yamuna river in Delhi
flowed above the danger mark
of 205.33 metres on Thursday,
though it started receding slow-
ly in the evening, according to

the Central Water
Commission. At 208.66 metres
on July 13, the Yamuna sur-
passed its previous record of
207.49 metres set in September
1978, breaching embankments
and penetrating deeper into the
city. Owing to the floods, more
than 27,000 people were evac-
uated from their homes. 

The losses incurred in
terms of property, businesses
and earnings have run into
crores of rupees.  Sachdeva said
the compensation of Rs 10,000
was announced by the Chief
Minister in a haste through a
tweet on July 16.

"Had Kejriwal held a meet-
ing and assessed the problems
and losses of the flood victims
after the floods, he would have
realised how meagre the Rs
10,000 compensation
announced by him was,"

Sachdeva said. Not only the
slums in in Yamuna Khadar but
concrete structures in Majnu
Ka Tila, Jaitpur, Sabhapur or
Garhi Mandu have been dam-
aged due to floods, he claimed. 

Sachdeva also said the gov-
ernment did not pay any com-
pensation to the families of the
three children who drowned in
a pit filled with rainwater in
north east Delhi, and a woman
who died after being forced to
live in the open due to the flood
in the Yamuna Khadar area.

Bidhuri claimed that crops
of the farmers in nearly 50 vil-
lages in Delhi were damaged
due to the rain and demanded
a compensation at the rate of Rs
50,000 per acre.

He also demanded the
compensation announced for
the flood victims should be
raised to Rs one lakh. 
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The Kuki-Zo Women's
Forum organised a protest

at Jantar Mantar here on
Friday and demanded a sepa-
rate administration for the
tribal population of Manipur
living in its hill districts.

The protesters also
demanded the imposition of
President's Rule in the north-
eastern state engulfed in eth-
nic violence.

Scores of people attended
the protest. Some of the pro-
testers were seen wearing T-
shirts with "separate adminis-
tration is the only solution"
written on them. Many of the
protesters donned their tradi-
tional attire.  They demanded
an end to attacks on tribal vil-

lages and capital punishment
for those accused of raping
women of the community.
Lalhmingmawii Gangte, an
assistant professor of Jamia
Millia Islamia and one of the
organisers of the demonstra-
tion, said, "It is a matter of sur-
vival (for the tribal commu-
nity)...We are trying to fight
with nonviolence. 

We may be trampled but
our spirit will not be trampled
at all. There is no point in
appealing to the state govern-
ment now because we know it
will not do anything about it."

Another organiser alleged
that Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh has snatched away
fundamental rights of the trib-
al community.

"Manipur Police and the
state government are the main

culprits behind this violence....
We demand our right to prac-
tise our religion,” Chochong
Haokip told the gathering.
The northeastern state of
Manipur has been engulfed in
ethnic violence since May 3, in
which more than 160 people
have lost their lives. 

The violence erupted on
May 3 after a 'Tribal Solidarity
March' was organised in the
hill districts to protest against
the Meitei community's
demand for Scheduled Tribe
(ST) status.

Meiteis account for about
53 per cent of Manipur's pop-
ulation and live mostly in the
Imphal Valley, while tribals,
which include Nagas and
Kukis, constitute 40 per cent
and reside mainly in the hill
districts. 
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Parts of Delhi received light to
moderate rainfall on Friday,

with the maximum temperature
in the city settling at 34.3
degrees Celsius, one notch
below normal, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

The minimum tempera-
ture was recorded at 26.6
degrees Celsius. The national
capital is likely to receive light
to moderate rainfall on Saturday
as well, the IMD said.

On Friday, Civil Lines,
Laxmi Nagar and Lajpat Nagar
received rainfall and parts of the
city, including Jasola and Okhla,
saw overcast skies. The humid-
ity level oscillated between 90
and 72 per cent. The weather
office has predicted a generally

cloudy sky and moderate rain in
city on Saturday. The maximum
and minimum temperatures
for Saturday are expected to set-
tle around 34 and 26 degrees

Celsius, respectively.  An IMD
official said there would be a
generally cloudy sky with pos-
sibility of moderate rain and
thundershowers in city. 
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Lok  Sabha witnessed yet
another day of chaos on

Friday amidst heavy slogan-
shouting over the Manipur
issue even as the Government
passed three Bills with a voice
vote without any discussion.

The Bills are The Mines
and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) and
Amendment Bill, 2023,  and
the National Nursing and
Midwifery Commission Bill,
2023, and  National Dental
Commission Bill 2023.

In a repeat of previous
days, the Opposition mem-
bers shouted slogans and
demanded the Prime
Minister's statement on the
Manipur issue in the House.

The Opposit ion also
objected to the Government
clearing Bills dealing with
policy changes at a time when
the Lok Sabha was in the
process of taking up a no-con-
fidence motion against the
Union government.

The Opposition brought
the no-trust on Wednesday. A
date and time for the discus-
sion on the motion is to be
decided by the Speaker.

In the morning, when the
House met for the day,

Speaker Om Birla tried to run
the Question Hour. However,
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury urged upon the
Speaker to give his ruling on
the No Confidence motion
moved by his party.

Countering him the
Parliamentary Affairs minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi said, as per
the provision, such a motion
can be taken up within ten
days of its acceptance.

He said the government is
ready to face the motion. The
Speaker urged the members
to allow the House to take up
the Question Hour.

As a noisy scene pre-
vailed, he adjourned the
House till 12 noon. when the
House met after the first
adjournment at 12 Noon,
opposition members from
Congress, TMC, DMK, JD(U)
and others trooped into the
well, raising slogans over the
Manipur issue. 

They shouted “Modi-
Sarkar hai hai” , “Manipur
per jawab do” and carried
placards “INDIA for
Manipur” and “Manipur is
burning PM speak”.

BJP MP Rajendra
Agrawal who was in the chair

rushed the proceedings and
amidst the din, the House
passed three legislations. 

They are the Mines and
the Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Amendment
Bil l  2023,  the National
Nursing and Midwifer y
Commission Bill 2023, and
the National  Dental
Commission Bill 2023.

Besides,   the Indian
Institutes of Management
(Amendment) Bill 2023 was
introduced in the House by
union HRD minister
DharmendraPradhan.

Piloting the Mines and
Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Bill, 2023, the
union minister Pralhad Joshi
said the bill could be a “game
changer”.

Amidst the pandemoni-
um, he said, unlike the
Congress which operated the
coal policy through corrup-
tion and nepotism, the BJP
government has a clear and
transparent vision. “ soon we
will not be importing coal” he
said pointing to a 'many-fold
rise in the country's coal pro-
duction'. Joshi said Congrees
MP is facing charges in coal
mining and is “about to be
jailed”. 

The Minister said he may

have spoken at length but
since the chair has asked him
to finish early he would con-
clude his speech.

The passing of the Mines
and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Amendment
Bil l ,  2023,  the National
Nursing and Midwifer y
Commission Bill, 2023’ , the
National Dental Commission
Bill, and the introduction of
‘The Indian Institute of
Management Amendment
Bill, 2023 was completed
within 40 minutes after which
Agrawal adjourned the House
ti l l  Monday.Outside the
house, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi dared
the opposition to defeat the
government bills on the floor
of the house if they believe
they had the numbers in the
Lok Sabha.

Joshi's sharp response
came after the opposition
objected to the government
taking up legislative business
at a time when the no-confi-
dence motion was pending
before the Lok Sabha.

“They have suddenly
brought the no-confidence
motion, does that mean no
government business should
take place,” the minister told
reporters outside Parliament.
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Over 71,000 cases are pend-
ing in various High Courts

for more than 30 years, Lok
Sabha was informed on Friday.
The House was also told that
over 1.01 lakh cases that are
more than 30 years old are
pending in lower courts. 

In a written reply to a
question, Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal said that as on
July 24 this year, 71,204 cases
were pending in high courts for
more than 30 years. Similarly,
1,01,837 cases were pending for
over 30 years in district and
subordinate courts. 

On July 20, he had told the
Upper House of Parliament
that cases pending in various
courts in the country have
crossed the five-crore mark.
Meghwal had said over 5.02
crore cases were pending in
various courts -- the Supreme
Court, 25 high courts, and
subordinate courts. 

“As per data retrieved
from the Integrated Case
Management System (ICMIS)

by the Supreme Court of India,
as on July 1, there are 69,766
cases pending in the Supreme
Court. 

“Total number of cases
pending in the High Courts
and the district and subordi-
nate courts as on July 14 are
60,62,953 and 4,41,35,357
respectively, as per information
made available on National
Judicial Data Grid (NJDG),” he
had said. 

The Minister told Lok
Sabha on Friday that the vacan-

cy of judges is not the sole rea-
son for the increased penden-
cy of cases in courts. The pen-
dency of cases in courts can be
attributed to several factors
which include the availability of
physical infrastructure and
supporting court staff, the
complexity of facts involved,
nature of evidence, cooperation
of stakeholders, including the
Bar, investigation agencies, wit-
nesses and litigants, and prop-
er application of rules and
procedures.
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As many as 319 pregnant
women, including 19 in the

high-risk category, have
received crucial antenatal care
in strife-torn Manipur, while
139 pregnant women have
given birth to babies since the
onset of the current crisis in the
State till July 24, the govern-
ment informed Parliament on
Friday.

The mental healthcare of
the victims in the State is also
being ensured under the
National Mental Health
Programme, said Minister of
State for Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar in a written reply to a
question in the Lok Sabha.

She said medical teams
have been formed in each of
the affected districts in the
northeastern state to provide
overall healthcare services to
the victims at the designated
relief camps.

The Union health min-
istry deputed six teams com-
prising four doctors each in the
state in May and another team

of four doctors in July, Pawar
said.

Regular health check-ups
are conducted at all the desig-
nated relief camps across the
state and those who are seri-
ously ill are promptly trans-
ferred to the nearest hospitals
by ambulance services, she
added.

Healthcare services for
women and children, including
lactating mothers and feeding
infants, are provided under
the maternal health and child
health programmes.
Altogether, 319 pregnant
women, including 19 in the

high-risk category, have been
provided regular ANC check-
ups at the camps, Pawar said.

The mental healthcare of
the victims is being ensured
under the National Mental
Health Programme, the min-
ister said.

Violence broke out in
Manipur after a “Tribal
Solidarity March” was organ-
ised in the hill districts on May
3 to protest against the Meitei
community's demand for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.
Hundreds of people have lost
their lives and many have been
injured in the violence.
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Union Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal on Friday said a

bill to replace the ordinance
promulgated for the creation
of an authority for transfers
and postings of Group-A offi-
cers in Delhi will be taken up
by Lok Sabha next week.

The law and justice min-
ister was informing the House
about the business listed for
the coming week.

A number of notices sub-
mitted by opposition leaders to
move a statutory resolution
opposing the controversial
ordinance will also be taken up
when the Government of
National Capital Territory of
Delhi (Amendment) Bill is
tabled in the House.

The Lok Sabha Secretariat
has admitted notices submit-
ted by several opposition lead-
ers including Congress' Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, TMC's
Saugata Roy and DMK's A
Raja, N K Premchandran and
Dean Kuriakose.

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday gave its nod to the

Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Bill, which will
replace the ordinance pro-
mulgated by the Centre on
May 19.

The controversial ordi-
nance was promulgated a week
after the Supreme Court hand-
ed over the control of services
in Delhi, excluding police,
public order and land, to the
elected government headed
by Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

It facilitated the setting up
of a National Capital Civil
Service Authority (NCCSA)
for the transfer of and disci-

plinary proceedings against
Group-A officers from the
DANICS cadre.

Transfer and postings of
all officers of the Delhi gov-
ernment were under the exec-
utive control of the lieutenant
governor before the May 11
top court verdict.

Kejriwal's AAP, which is
also a part of the opposition
coalition INDIA, has reacted
strongly against the ordinance,
saying the Centre had
“deceived” the people of Delhi.

The Congress and other
opposition parties have also
come out against the ordi-
nance. 

)�����	���������"�����,��������(���������
�	����������������8,���7��!���9�����!��

����������	
�
��������
��������	�

Future of children suffering
with childhood cancer

seems to be bleak in low- and
middle-income countries, or
LMICs with a study pointing
out that roughly one in 15
minor patients receiving can-
cer treatment die from treat-
ment-related complications
itself.

The research published in
The Lancet Oncology said that
treatment-related mortality in
LMICs has been reported in up
to 45 per cent of children hav-
ing cancer, while the figure is
between 3 and 5 per cent in
high-income countries. The
researchers conducted the
meta-analytical study of 501
articles describing treatment-
related mortality in paediatric
patients, aged 0 to 21 years,
with cancer in LMICs.

The study said that
although treatment-related

mortality has come down in
upper-middle-income coun-
tries over time, it remains
unchanged in LMICs, stressing
an urgent need for targeted
supportive care interventions to
reduce global disparities in
childhood cancer survival.

The study estimated the
treatment-related mortality at
6.82 per cent, accounting for
30.9 per cent of overall mor-
tality. Further, mortality from
treatment complications was
found to be 14.19 per cent in
low-income countries, 9.21 per
cent in lower-middle-income

countries, and 4.47 per cent in
upper-middle-income coun-
tries, expressing its inverse
relation with country income.

Around 90 per cent of
children with cancer live in
LMICs, where 5-year survival
is lower than 20 per cent.

The 501 articles identified
and chosen for meta-analysis
were published between Jan 1,
2010, and June 22, 2021. 

Though the study does not
specifically mention treatment
status country-wise,  as per the
government data,  approxi-
mately 70,000 new cases of

childhood cancers are diag-
nosed in India annually.

“We have a high survival
rate of 75-80%,” said doctors
from the AIIMS pediatric
oncology division in Delhi
which last month celebrated
Childhood Cancer Survivor
Day. “Approximately 250
patients complete their treat-
ment at our centre every year
and are registered at the sur-
vivor clinic,” said Dr Rachna
Seth, professor in the depart-
ment of paediatrics at AIIMS.

She explained that if other
problems such as cardiac dys-
function, neurocognitive
deficit, metabolic syndrome, or
fertility-related issues arise after
cancer treatment, they are
addressed through consulta-
tions with the respective spe-
cialists. Dr Sima Das, Director
- Oculoplastic and Ocular
Oncology, Dr Shroff ’s Charity
Eye Hospital talked about the
survival rate in Retinoblastoma,
a type of eye cancer that afflicts

an estimated 1,500-2,000 chil-
dren annually. Almost 50% of
them have an advanced tumor
on presentation and tend to
succumb to the disease.
However, if diagnosed early on,
the survival rate for retinoblas-
toma can be as high as 90-95%.

She said that nearly 50% of
patients present with advanced
retinoblastoma. Additionally,
nearly 50% of all children diag-
nosed die of retinoblastoma in
India.” The hospital has start-
ed the Canvas of Hope to
address the need for integrat-
ed care and strong referral
systems to successfully treat
patients.

Dr Sima attributed mor-
talities to lack of treatment or
abandoning treatment mid-
way. This is mainly due to
financial constraints, lack of
access to quality healthcare
facilities and refusing enucle-
ation (removal of the eye which
is necessary when the disease
is advanced).”
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India and Malaysia reviewed
the entire spectrum of their

defence ties here during the
10th meeting of  Sub
Committee on Militar y
Cooperation between the two
countries, defence ministry
said here on Friday.

Giving details of the meet
held on Thursday, officials
said the Indian delegation
was led by Joint Secretary
(International Cooperation),
Ministry of Defence Amitabh
Prasad, while the Malaysian
side was headed by Assistant
Chief  of  Staf f ,  Defence
Operations and Training
Division Maj Gen Dato'
Khairul Anuar bin Abd Aziz.

During the meeting, the
existing defence cooperation
between the two countries
was reviewed and wide-rang-
ing discussions were held on
issues of mutual interest. Both
sides explored effective and
practical initiatives to fur-

ther expand the bilateral
defence engagements.
Malaysia has evinced interest
in the indigenously designed
and manufactured Tejas light
combat aircraft(LCA).

The Indian side high-
lighted the potential of the
Indian defence industry with
capacity and capability to
cooperate with the Malaysian
Armed Forces in its ship-
building and maintenance
plans. Both the co-chairs also
deliberated on the possible
outcomes for the 12th
Malaysia-India Defence
Cooperation Committee
(MIDCOM) meeting which
will be held at the level of
Defence Secretary in India in
September this year.
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Underlining the robust
relations between the two

countries, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said
here on Friday Japan has had
a huge impact on India and in
many ways, it is an “exem-
plary modernizer' for India.

Making this assertion at
the India-Japan Forum in the
presence of  Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Japan
Yoshimasa Hayashi,
Jaishankar said India is an
indispensable partner to
ensure a free and open Indo-
Pacific and Tokyo would like
to further expand cooperation
in the region with New Delhi.

“What really does Japan
means to India? Japan is in
many ways the exemplary
moderniser... It is an example
of relevance. It's also a coun-
try for which there is a lot of
goodwill in history. Today
under Prime Minister Modi,
we also had great modernisa-
tion. A self-reliant India,”
Jaishakar said.

“Japan is a natural part-
nership in this modernising
India.  Japan has truly
unleashed the revolution in
India. The Suzuki revolution!
The second revolution was
the metro revolution. The
third revolution is the high-
speed rail in making. The
fourth revolution is in critical
and emerging technologies
and semiconductors,” he
added.

“The second revolution
was the metro revolution. I
think it's had a very profound
impact on the urban infra-
structure of India. The third
revolution is in the making,
which is the high-speed rail,”
the external affairs minister
said.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday

said it has provisionally
attached immovable properties
presently worth about Rs 500
crore of housing cooperative
societies located at Indore in
Madhya Pradesh on money
laundering charges.

The attached properties
were worth about Rs 22 crore
at the time of the offence of ille-
gal sale and alienation of land
of these housing cooperative
societies.

“The ED initiated inves-

tigation under the provisions
of Prevention of Money
Laundering Act based on var-
ious FIRs lodged in Indore,
Madhya Pradesh in case of
illegal sale and alienation of
the lands of Housing Co-
operative Societies by Dilip
Sisodiya alias Deepak Jain
Madda in connivance with
others,” the ED said in a
statement.

ED investigation revealed
that the accused persons in
connivance with each other
illegally sold and alienated
prime land belonging to Co-
operative Societies in Indore.
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The Association of Indian
Medical Device Industry

(AiMeD) representing domes-
tic medical device manufac-
turers has accused business
chamber FICCI's Medical
Devices Division –for taking up
the cause of the MNCs by
backing the Government’s offi-
cial memorandum (OM) per-
mitting the import of pre-
owned medical devices.

The AIMED has been urg-
ing the Government to with-
draw the OM citing it anti-
MSMEs and against the ‘Make
in India’ drive of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“Nothing could have been

worse than what FICCI
Medical Devices Division is
doing at the behest of MNCs
lobby. Much to our dismay and
disappointment, it is working
against the interest of domes-
tic medical devices manufac-
turers. Its 'Un-make in India'
campaign amounts to bulldoz-
ing the Make in India dream of
the Prime Minister,” said Rajiv
Nath, Forum Coordinator
AiMED.

He said the decision to per-
mit the import of pre-owned
medical devices is in contra-
vention to India's recently
launched National Medical
Device Policy-2023 that seeks
to make our country not only
Atma Nirbhar in medical
devices but also the global

leader. “The OM is a regressive
step that has confused the
investors who have been
putting up manufacturing
capacity in the last few years in
response to PM Narendra
Modi's call for self-reliance.”

Expressing dismay at the
FICCI Medical Devices
Division stand in the issue, he
said that the business chamber
is encouraging MNCs to break
the spine of domestic players.

“MSMEs are working day
in and day out to make med-
ical devices and equipment in
India, thereby not only to
strengthen the clarion call of
Make in India given by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi but to
make healthcare affordable for
all,” he asserted.
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Like previous years, an
awareness rally was organ-

ised on the occasion of World
Hepatitis Day on Friday under
the Department of
Gastroenterology, Institute of
Medical Sciences (IMS),
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU). The rally started from
the Super Specialty Building
and passed through the old
emergency ward to the cross-

ing of Mahila Mahavidyalaya
(MMV). It continued passing
in front of IMS BHU and
returned to the Super Specialty
Building of Sir Sunderlal
Hospital (SSH) where it cul-
minated. Head of the depart-
ment Prof VK Dixit said that
the Viral Hepatitis Control
Programme operated under
the Department of
Gastroenterology is being oper-
ated from September 14, 2020,
under which free check-up

and viral load test and free
medicines are being distributed
to the patients and so far about
4,900 patients have been regis-
tered. The main objective of
this programme run by the
Government of India is to
make India hepatitis free by
2030, he said, adding that
under this, 3,626 positive
patients of Hepatitis B while
1,096 positive patients of
Hepatitis C have been regis-
tered and so far, eight patients

of Hepatitis B and 649 patients
of Hepatitis C have become
negative due to the efforts of
the doctors.

In this awareness rally Prof
Shampa Anupurva of
Department of Microbiology,
Dr SK Shukla, Dr DP Yadav, Dr
Anurag Tiwari, Dr Vinod
Kumar, Dr Brajesh Pandey,
Medical Officer and senior
residents of the
Gastroenterology department
and staff participated.
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UP Minister for Agriculture,
Agricultural Education

and Agricultural Research
Department Surya Pratap
Shahi said that the priority of
Yogi government is to give
benefits to all eligible farmers
under the Kisan Samman
Nidhi Yojana (KSNY). He was
inaugurating the online train-
ing programme of master train-
ers of ‘The Million Farmers’
School’ (Kisan Pathshala) here
on Friday. Emphasising the
need of such a school, he said
that this concept of the UP
Government has been appre-
ciated by the United Nations
and the World Bank. He said
that this type of workshop
proves to be very important in
benefiting the farmers at the
grass roots level. More than two
crore farmers are associated
with the Agriculture depart-
ment, who will benefit from
this school. He expressed con-
cern over the effects of climate
change. Talking about the
effects of the environment on
agriculture and farming, he
asked to promote afforesta-
tion further and insisted on

participating more actively in
the government’s target of 35
crore mega afforestation cam-
paign. “The month of July has
been the hottest so far in 1.20
lakh years,” he said, praising the
the employees of Agriculture
and Revenue departments for
making continuous efforts to
increase the number of farm-
ers under Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana. “The UP government
has a target of covering 96.5
lakh hectares with Kharif,
against which about 73 lakh
hectares have been covered
with crops so far. To cover the

remaining land, departmental
engineers have been directed to
run the canals at full strength,”
he said. He laid special empha-
sis on making all government
tubewells and private tube-
wells functional in order to
ensure adequate availability of
water. He said “in view of the
change in the weather, we will
also have to promote the alter-
native use of jowar, bajra, urad,
moong, because the MSP given
by the government is more
than the MSP of paddy.” He
said that due to the efforts of
the Prime Minister, the whole

world is celebrating 2023 as the
International Year of Millets,
considering its importance, the
state government is running a
special programme to promote
Shri Ann Yojana for four years,
under which farmers have been
given 4.5 lakh mini kits. Later,
talking to reporters, Shahi said,
“we are directly seeing the effect
of global warming for water, land
and air conservation that rainfall
is becoming uncontrollable.”
“Heavy rains in some areas and
drought-like conditions are aris-
ing in some areas. That’s why it
is the responsibility of all of us to
preserve the environment togeth-
er, he said, adding that the chief
minister has taken an important
step with a resolution to plant 35
crore trees and to preserve the
environment. In this sequence, 30
crore trees have been planted on
July 22 and on August 15, five
crore trees will be planted which
will contribute to balancing the
environment. In the programme,
Chief Development Officer
(CDO) Himanshu Nagpal wel-
comed the minister by giving
him a Tulsi plant. District
Magistrate S Rajalingam, senior
officers of Agriculture depart-
ment were also present.
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Amultifunctional park for
tourists will be developed

in Sarnath, the holy Buddhist
place where Gautam Buddha
gave his ‘First Sermon’. Sarnath
attracts lakhs of tourists every
year from India and abroad but
due to lack of any organised
and convenient park the
tourists have to face difficulties
in eating, drinking and resting.
In view of this, the state gov-
ernment is going to develop a
multi-functional park in
Sarnath for tourists. The park,
proposed to be developed near

Dhamek Stupa, will have facil-
ities for food and drink, social
activities, exhibition pavilions
for special products etc. 

The Yogi government is
going to construct this multi-
functional open park for
tourists in an 18,250 square
metres area. Vice-Chairman
of Varanasi Development
Authority (VDA) Abhishek
Goyal said the park will have
landscaping based on Lord
Buddha, sculptural court,
exhibition pavilion, fountain
pond, vendor zone, food
court for handicraft, includ-
ing ‘One Distr ic t  One

Product’  (OD OP) and
Geographical Identification
(GI) products, stone bench-
es for sitting etc. There will
also be a large open space,
stage for social functions,
Swiss cottages and green
room for special occasions.
Heritage  l ights  wi l l  be
installed for path-way and
lighting. The cost of con-
struction of this multi-func-
tional area or park will be
around �179.90 lakh. A pro-
posal has been sent to the
Tourism department for this
multifunctional area and after
the proposal is approved,

necessary action will be taken
for the construction, Goyal
added.

Everyday thousands of
tourists coming from India and
abroad used to face problems due
to not being allowed to eat,
drink and rest at the place of his-
torical and religious heritage in
Sarnath. “This problem will end
with the construction of this park.
Development work is already
going on in Sarnath under Pro-
Poor Project, which is being
done with the aim of providing
employment to the local people
along with convenience of
tourists,” VDA V-C said.
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Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) of 11-National

Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) Manoj Kumar Sharma
said the NDRF is fully ready for
relief operations during the
flood. Addressing a press con-
ference at 11 NDRF head-
quarters, Maqbool Alam Road
here on Friday, he gave all the
details about pre-flood pre-
paredness and deployment of
NDRF teams. “As the monsoon
has arrived in UP and Madhya
Pradesh, the NDRF are in con-
stant touch with agencies like
IMD, CWC, Irrigation
Department, Nepal Hydrology
and Meteorology etc and are
continuously monitoring the
monsoon activities. Along with
this, the team has been prepo-
sitioned in coordination with

UP, MP governments, SDMA,
Relief Commissioner, SDRF,”
he said. According to him, one
team each has already been
deployed for flood relief in
Bahraich, Gorakhpur,
Lakhimpur Kheri, Lucknow,
Bhopal and Jabalpur apart from
one each at Dashashwamedh
Ghat and Rajghat Ghat in the
city  for flood relief as well as

to keep  a watch on bathing and
other activities in Ganga river
during ongoing auspicious
Shravan month. “The NDRF
teams with water ambulances
are deployed at Ganga ghats in
Varanasi so that people’s lives
can be saved in case of emer-
gency. Trained and experi-
enced paramedics with modern
equipment are stationed in the
water ambulance, who play a
very important role in emer-
gency by providing immediate
treatment and taking the
injured person to the nearest
hospitals through the river,” he
said, adding that four such
teams for Varanasi district and
surrounding areas are present
at NDRF headquarters here in
readiness with all resources
and along with this remaining
teams have also been kept on
standby at Regional Response

Centres at Lucknow,
Gorakhpur and Bhopal.
Sharma informed that if
required in extreme situations,
NDRF teams from other parts
of the country can also be air-
lifted to the affected areas of UP
and MP. 

“The NDRF have been
playing an important role in
environmental protection along
with relief operations and in
cooperation with the state gov-
ernment, fruit and shady trees
have been planted on a large
scale under the tree plantation
campaign,” the NDRF DIG
said, adding that even at pre-
sent, plantation drive is going
on continuously in Varanasi,
Chandauli,  Gorakhpur,
Lucknow, Bhopal and other
districts where they are
deployed by the rescue per-
sonnel of the NDRF.

2���! *�0����
/	�����
��	

��:����
�������0:������3��	

���
����
��������������
���	
	

��:��������������2����
�

?$�1��������������������,$�,��������������������	����������5��������	�������#0�

��:9�$�%%��������$�����%��$�����������B �	;�

����� ���������1�����������
����������	
�
�������� )�!� �*+

Famous cricketer-turned-
politician Navjot Singh

Sidhu reached mythological
pond Manikarnika Kund
where he along with provincial
president of Congress
(Prayagraj Zone) Ajay Rai took
‘Sankalp’  (pledge) as a group
of Congress workers led by
Ajay Rai started their five-day
long Panchkoshi Parikarma
Yatra here on Friday. Though
Sidhu himself was not partici-
pating in this religious pil-
grimage, he praised the culture
of this holy city. 

Prior to this, he also offered
prayers at Kashi Vishwanath
Temple. “It is my personal pil-
grimage and it is not related to
politics,” said Sidhu. Like the
previous years, under the lead-
ership of former UP Minister
Ajay Rai, the Congress workers
are also taking out this holy
journey covering all the five
famous Shiva temples falling on
the route and at every halt the
group will take a halt and after
offering rituals, they will move
ahead on its onward journey. 

“The main objective of my
Panchkoshi Yatra is to wish
happiness and prosperity to the
people of entire India includ-
ing Kashi,” said Ajay Rai.
According to him, the greatness
of the Panchkoshi Yatra can be
derived from the fact that
Kashi Naresh late Vibhuti
Narayan Singh himself used to

participate in this holy yatra.
“Kashi has always been giving
direction to the country. Only
the pure spirituality of Kashi
will destroy the tragedies of the
present times. This is not a
political journey but a spiritu-
al one,” he said, adding through
this yatra, they will pray to the
Almighty to bestow everyone
with wisdom and terrible inci-
dents like Manipur should not
happen again in this country.
Before reaching Manikarnika
Kund, Ajay Rai and Congress
workers offered prayers at Shri
Bada Ganesh (Lohatia), Baba
Shri Kaal Bhairav, Baba Shri
Kashi Vishwanathji  and
Sankatha Mata. They wor-

shiped at Manikarnika Kund
amidst the chanting the
mantras and ‘dhun’ of Damru
and Shankh (conch). The
group after taking pledge for
completing Panchkoshi Yatra
at Manikarnika Kund again
offered prayers at Kashi
Vishwanath Temple and then
they reached Assi Ghat by
steamer to start their holy
journey passing through
crossing near the statue of
Mahamana Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya at Lanka.
They then reached the first
parao (halt) of the yatra at
Shri Karmadeshwar Mahadev
located at Khandwa where
the Congress workers stayed

at an inter college premises
and af ter  of fer ing
Rudrabhishek on Saturday
morning they would walk
towards the second halt at
Bhim Chandi. 

At the start of the journey
prominent leaders present
were state Congress general
secretary Devendra Pratap
Singh, Raghavendra Choubey,
Prajnath Sharma, Vijay Shankar
Mehta, Sarita Patel, Kamlesh
Ojha, Shailendra Singh, Shri
Prakash Singh, Vipin Singh,
Shamshad Alam, Satnam Singh,
Om Prakash Ojha, Manish
Morolia, Rajesh Tripathi, Rishabh
Pandey and spokesman Dr
Nripendra Narayan Singh.
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The activists of Namami
Gange and personnel of

137 CETF Battalion (Territorial
Army) 39 Gorkha Rifle Ganga
Task Force took a pledge to
protect environment, plant
trees, save electricity and water
and not to use single-use plas-
tic at a programme organised
on the occasion of World
Nature Conservation Day at
Namo Ghat here on Friday.
They also appealed to the peo-
ple to save nature and envi-
ronment. By giving the mantra
of Mission Life (lifestyle for the
environment), the saplings of
mango, guava, amla, lemon
grass etc were distributed
among the people for environ-
mental protection. The partic-
ipants resolved to maintain
the cleanliness of the banks of
the Ganga. Regional convenor
of Namami Gange (Kashi
Region) Rajesh Shukla said
the women of the country have
been sensitive to nature for
thousands of years as their

respect for it was expressed in
the worship of trees and moun-
tains. “The present generation
will also have consciousness for
environmental protection, if
we do not make meaningful
efforts in this direction, then we
will not be able to leave the

earth livable for the coming
generations,” he said.  Subedar
Shivendra Singh of Ganga Task
Force said, “by changing
habits, we can serve the earth.”
Highlighting the importance
of the day, he said that we
should be aware of the envi-

ronment. “By planting and
saving trees, we can take a step
towards a healthy India,” he
added. Gaurav Singh,
Rajkumar, Suman Singh,
Surbhi Gupta, Sudhakar
Pandey and others were present
in the event.
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Aone-day workshop on
Drug-Resistant TB (DRTB)

and Continuing Medical
Education (CME) for private
practitioners was organised late
on Thursday evening at a hotel
in Maldahiya under the National
Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme (NTEP). The
Patient Provider Support
Agency (PPSA) programme of
the HLFPPT (Hindustan Latex
Family Planning Promotion
Trust) organisation had impor-
tant support in the workshop. Its
objective was to increase the
knowledge and skills of doctors
through CME regarding NTEP
so that better services can be
provided to TB patients and the
general public.

State TB Officer Shailendra
Bhatnagar said Prime Minister’s
vision of a TB-free India can be
fulfilled only if no TB patient’s
notification is missed. Along
with this, the TB patients should
not stop taking medicines even
for a single day. For the complete
treatment of TB, it is very
important to complete its course,
he added. “Many TB patients
leave the treatment in the mid-
dle or alternate treatment, due to
which their condition worsens
and sometimes the disease
reaches a very serious condition.
In such a situation, emphasis
should be laid on treating
patients with medicines pre-
scribed by the government.
Along with this, HIV and dia-
betes patients should be regu-
larly tested for TB,” he said,
appealing to the private doctors
of Varanasi and other districts to
make the NTEP a success and
cooperate fully in the treatment
of TB patients.

Dr Sanjeev Nair, Chairman
of NTEP Zonal Task Force and
Thrissur Medical College,
Kerala, said it is very important
to take medicines daily for the
complete treatment of TB. 

“All medicines are com-
pletely safe and extremely ben-
eficial. Many medicines are very
expensive but are being given
free of cost by the government,
which should be taken advan-
tage of by TB patients,” he said. 

The keynote speaker Dr
Nair discussed in detail the TB
bacteria, DRTB multi drug ther-
apy, importance of resistant
drugs etc.

Divisional Additional
Director (Health) Dr Manjula
Singh said in view of the Digital
Health Mission, there is a need
to do more and more notifica-
tions and other reporting on the
Nikshay Portal App. 

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr Sandeep Chaudhary
said all the private doctors of the
district need to play an impor-
tant role in the NTEP. “The
department is making all possi-
ble efforts for the treatment,
investigation and medicine of

TB patients. TB patients are
being given an amount of �500
per month during treatment
under Nikshay Poshan Yojana,”
he said. Chest specialist Dr SK
Pathak also presented his views.
Prof Amitabh Das Shukla of
Pulmonary Medicine, Prayagraj
Medical College, conducted the
entire workshop and also dis-
cussed in detail about the prob-
lems faced in the treatment of
TB patients.  Dr Piyush Rai,

District Tuberculosis Officer
(DTO) of Varanasi expressed
thanks to all the participants. 

Apart from DTO and DTC
staff of Ghazipur, Chandauli,
Bhadohi, Mirzapur, Sonbhadra
including Varanasi, Rahul
Mishra, Brijesh Pandey and
Ravindra Singh of HLFPPT
PPSA, representatives of organ-
isations like WHO, CHRI, Vitris,
experts and private doctors were
present in the workshop.
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Death leaves a
heartache no
one can heal,
love leaves a
memory no one

can steal,” says the inscription
on a headstone in Ireland. It
is not known whether the
creator of this quote had
Oommen Chandi, former
chief minister of Kerala, who
breathed his last in the wee
hours of 18th July 2023 in
mind when he wrote this
heartrending sentences.
Kerala came to a grinding
halt from the moment the
demise of Oommen Chandi
was announced by the tele-
vision news channels. A drive
along the Main Central Road
c o n n e c t i n g
Thiruvananthapuram with
Angamali was sufficient to
prove the love and admira-
tion the former Congress
leader had in the hearts of the
people. Even hardcore CPI-
M activists were out in the
streets bereaving the depar-
ture of Oommen Chandi, the
one and only titan in Kerala
politics in the recent times.
The slogans shouted by his
followers as well as the com-
mon men and women read
like this; “ Oommen Chandi,
you are not dead; You are the

rose in our hearts and will
live through us”.

It was not at all surprising
because there are no leaders
either in the Congress or the
CPI-M or any other political
parties in the State as on today
who can match the charisma
of the 79 year old Chandi. He
came up in the Congress
party through hard work and
wisdom. For more than five
decades he presided over the
political landscape of Kerala
with elan. All these decades,
even at the prime of his
youth, nobody could cast any
aspersions on his public or
private live. More vicious
than these attacks, Chandi’s
elder daughter Mariyam was
targeted by this group because
they wanted to immobilise
and weaken him in all
respects. He was known for
his political acumen and
pragmatism. His tenure as

chief minister was marked by
transparency and openness.
Since Chandi was heading a
coalition government, he
himself has not claimed that
it was free from corruption.
The UDF Governments led
by Chandi (2004 to 2006 and
2011 to 2016) were far far bet-
ter than what we are seeing in
Kerala today. What endeared
Chandi to the people was his
simplicity and caring atti-
tude. It is true that Oommen
Chandi has not succeeded in
turning Kerala into another El
Dorado. But the politics in
this southern State is different
from the rest of the country.
Caste and communalism rule
the roost in Kerala and
Congress cannot swim
against the tide. 

But it should be said that
Oommen Chandi led the
juggernaut of political alliance
keeping corruption to a min-
imum level. What Kerala sees
right now is politics of mafia
and goonda raj. The State has
never come across corruption
and nepotism of the magni-
tude which is taking place
under Pinarayi Vijayan. The
question who is corrupt has
lost its relevance. The query
which is asked by people
from all walks of life is who

is not corrupt.
Oommen Chandi

remained elegant even in his
death. He had left behind a
message that there should be
no State honours for him dur-
ing the funeral and this was
a slap on the face of the CPI-
M led Government. This is
unique in India itself. 

Oommen Chandi’s life
has become a folklore even
when he was alive. He entered
the people’s minds sans any
buffoonery which alone made
E K Nayanar popular in the
State. 

For him Puthuppalli, the
small village in Kottayam dis-
trict, was everything.
Whether he was chief min-
ister or leader of the
Opposition, Chandi reached
Puthuppalli every Friday
evening. On 20th July he
returned to Puthuppalli to be
received by an ocean of
humanity grieving over the
death of the village’s son.
People cutting across politi-
cal   lines had gathered at the
Church in the village square
to bid him the last farewell.

Au revoir, dear leader, the
daling of the masses.

(The writer is a special cor-
respondent with the Pioneer.
Views expressed are personal)
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tions regularly via video conferencing/
internet.

5) neighbouring nations (India, China,
Pak) can do joint agriculture and joint busi-
ness on the disputed land and share prof-
its proportionate to investments.

The above points 4 and 5 elucidate that:
(With no army on the border, satel-

lites monitoring the borders and joint busi-
ness on the disputed lands (amongst
India, Pak, and China), there will be no
scope for flare-ups or fights. The saved
money on  arms can be used to fund wel-
fare schemes and constructive measures. 

PV Rao Sreelekha  | Secunderabad 
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Sir — The prolonged stalemate in
Parliament between the ruling party and
the opposition over the demand for a
debate on the events in Manipur resulted
in the opposition's no-confidence move
against the government. Both the ruling
party and the opposition want to talk about

Manipur, but the conversation isn't hap-
pening, and every day of the Monsoon ses-
sion is a riot. At the heart of the impasse
is the question of how the conversation
should proceed. The ruling party is will-
ing to discuss Rule 176, while the opposi-
tion insists on discussing Rule 267 exclu-
sively. Interestingly, even though the no-
confidence motion has been admitted,
Parliament already knows the outcome.
For, the motion is bound to fail the num-
bers test. The Lok Sabha currently has a
strength of 543 seats of which five are
vacant. The BJP-led NDA has over 330
members, the Opposition alliance has 140
and nearly 60 members belong to parties
not aligned to any of the two groups. The
Opposition claims similar pressure would
be maintained on the government in the
Upper House, or Rajya Sabha, as well.  But
that will not make any difference.

Abhijit Roy |  Jamshedpur
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Sir — No confidence motion is being tabled
by the Congress party on behalf of all oppo-
sition parties, not to dislodge Narendra
Modi as PM and not to oust BJP
Government from the Centre but just to
draw PM Modi out to speak on contentious
Manipur issue.No confidence motion is as
PM lacks the confidence to make state-
ments in Parliament, keeps silent on the
crimes against women in Manipur till the
Supreme Court comments. The admission
of no- trust motion in Parliament should
be welcomed. The logjam in Parliament
continues due to the ugly spectacle in
Manipur.  Now it becomes an obligation
when 50 members of the Lok Sabha sup-
port the No - confidence motion and it will
make the PM reply on the debate. Now it
is good to note that opposition parties are
trying to force Modi to discuss Manipur.
Whether there will be peace discussion on
Manipur will be possible or not because
one side Amit Shah sought the co-opera-
tion of all parties another side our PM says
opposition parties are directionless and
compared with terror outfits and colonis-
ers. Now no- a confidence motion is main-
ly Modi's refusal to face Parliament on the
question of Manipur.  

Zeeshaan | Kazipet
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Sir —Celebrate Kargil Diwas as a Mahatma
Gandhi-Peace lesson for humanity, for the
following 5 reasons:
1) to soothe the hearts of mothers and
loved ones and families of the departed
courageous souls of the soldiers who par-
ticipated, lost lives or got injuries (in the
1999 Kargil war) 2) to elucidate to the
world that India is a peace-loving nation,
that will never start a war or a scuffle by
itself, but will defend if others try to
descend on its land  3) every war is pyrrhic.
All the parties involved are subjected to loss
of lives, assets, and injuries. 4) Hence, go
for peace pact s, no-war pacts with neigh-
bours (Pak, China). Peace is easily possi-
ble via satellites monitoring the borders and
simultaneously holding peaceful negotia-
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the “best option to observe the
sharia hijab.”

The assault has been all-
out. The Taliban have rescind-
ed the Elimination of
Violence against Women Law,
signed in 2009 to protect
women from abuses – includ-
ing forced marriage—and
leaving them without recourse
to justice. The deep despair
which such measures have
caused Afghan women, is
easy to imagine, particularly
given the rights and opportu-
nities they had come to enjoy
between the Taliban’s first
and second regimes. As
George R Allen and Vanda
Felbab-Brown state in their
paper, “Fate of Women’s
Rights in Afghanistan” — a
part of Brookings Institution’s
19A Gender Equality Series
— the 2004 post-Taliban con-
stitution “gave Afghan women
all kinds of rights, and the
post-Taliban political dispen-
sation brought social and
economic growth that signif-
icantly improved their socio-
economic condition”. 

They further state that
against less than 10 in 2003,
the percentage of girls
enrolled in primary schools
rose to 33 in 2017. Registered
female enrolment in sec-
ondary schools rose from six
to 39 per cent in the same
year. Three-and-a-half million
Afghan girls were in school

with 100,000 studying in uni-
versities. They add, “By 2020,
21 per cent of Afghan civil
servants were women (com-
pared with none under the
Taliban regime), 16 per cent
of them were in senior man-
agement positions, and 27 per
cent of Afghan members of
Parliament were women.”

Afghan women have
protested against the snuffing
out of their rights, to which.
the Taliban have responded
with their customary sav-
agery, unleashing water can-
nons, tear gas and stun guns
on the women and physical-
ly assaulting them. Women
protestors who have been
incarcerated have been brutal-
ly treated in prison. For exam-
ple, on February 12, 2022, the
Taliban released four women’s
rights activists—Tammanna
Zaryab, Marosal Ayyar,
Parvaneh Ebrahim, and Zahra
Mohammadi—whom they
had abducted nearly a month
earlier. They had been so
horribly treated in prison that
they were reportedly morally
and psychologically devas-
tated on their release and
unable to speak about their
treatment in jail. It is a trib-
ute to the courage of Afghan
women that, despite all this,
about 50 of them demonstrat-
ed in Kabul on July 19, 2023,
against the fiat to shut down
beauty salons, calling out for

“work, bread and justice.”
Taliban guards used fire hoses
and tasers, besides shooting
their guns in the air, to dis-
perse them.

While the courage of the
demonstrators is most com-
mendable, their protests con-
stitute moral gestures that
are unlikely to change the
Taliban’s policies. Self-right-
eous fanatics tend to cling to
their views and decisions with
an unshakeable irrational
tenacity. Their policies will
end only with their departure,
as happened in 2001 when
they were thrown out by a
US-led offensive in the wake
of 9/11.

They may well be ousted
again. Competitive militancy
often prevails in the ranks of
fanatics, with rival groups
seeking to project themselves
as holier-than-thou. To this
end, some may mount terror-
ist attacks against the West,
which stands for a way of life
they hate as un-Islamic, and
which they see as the princi-
pal obstruction to achieving
their ultimate goal of estab-
lishing Sharia rule the world
over. It will be a matter of time
before Afghanistan becomes
a source of vicious terrorist
strikes which the West is
compelled to eliminate.  

(The writer is a consulting
editor with the Pioneer. Views

expressed are personal)
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The order to close all
beauty salons across
Afghanistan marks
yet another atrocious
step in the growing list

of actions against the country’s
women, stemming from the
Taliban’s blatant misogyny. Run
by women for women, these not
only provided Afghan women
opportunities for socializing
away from home but a livelihood
for many of them. An AFP
report, carried out by The
Bangkok Post on July 25, 2023,
quotes the Afghanistan Women's
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry as saying that this
would cost 60,000 women their
jobs at some 12,000 salons.

The assault on rights and
opportunities began almost
immediately after the start of the
Taliban’s second innings in
power in August 2021. They have
abolished the Ministry of
Women’s Affairs, which had
played a critical role in protect-
ing women’s rights under the law.
In its place, they have revived the
Ministry for the Propagation of
Virtue and Prevention of Vice,
which had become notorious
during their first term for the
savage means it employed to
enforce the public observance of
the Taliban’s retrograde and per-
verse version of Islam.

The Ministry has lived up to
every bit of its horrendous rep-
utation as the Taliban govern-
ment’s war on women continues.
Since they took over
Afghanistan, women have been
wholly excluded from public
office and the judiciary, banned
from secondary schools and ter-
tiary education, and from enter-
ing amusement parks, public
baths, gyms and sports clubs.
Women have been barred from
working in NGO offices, and
even for the United Nations.
Afghanistan’s women and girls
are required to adhere to a strict
dress code and are not permit-
ted to travel more than 75 km
without a mahram, a family
member with whom marriage is
unlawful. The Taliban’s supreme
leader, Hibatullah Akhundzada,
has ordered women to fully
cover themselves, faces included,
in public. The decree suggested
that women should stay at home
where possible, as this would be
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(The writer is an
accredited senior legal
journalist and author.

Views expressed are
personal)

Today is the anniversary of the
greatest sacrifice that hap-
pened on 10th Moharram, 61
Hijri (October 10, 680 AD) for
the sake of guarding against

evil. For the last fourteen hundred cen-
turies, the battle of Karbala reflects the
collision of good versus evil, the inno-
cent versus the terrorist, right versus the
wrong, and the collision of Imam Husain
(the head of virtue and excellence) ver-
sus Yazid (the head of tyranny and impi-
ety).

Edward G Brown, a professor of
Oriental studies at the Cambridge prais-
es Imam Husain in these words: “…. A
reminder of blood stained field of
Karbala, where the grandson of the
Apostle of God fell at length, tortured by
thirst and surrounded by the bodies of
his kinsmen, has been at anytime since
then sufficient to evoke, even in the most
lukewarm and heedless, the deepest
emotions, the most frantic grief, and an
exaltation of spirit before which pain,
danger and death shrink to unconsidered
trifles.”

John Bradshaw once said, “Rebellion
to tyrants is obedience to God.” Can man
stand up to these conditions? “Man can
but not necessarily with ease”, Imam
Husain managed to say daringly from
the battlefield of Karbala (Iraq).

From Plato to Locke, all philosophers
have been concerned about the danger
of power being cornered by unscrupu-
lous elements. The lust for power has
been the seed of all-round corruption.
There are certain crucial moments in the
evolution of the human race, in which
socially active individuals are called
upon to defend what is right and true,
even risking their lives. Virtuous people
who were endowed with sagacity and
foresight always disliked sitting on the
fence just listening to scheming, trans-

gressor, libertine, despots. They
acted as if they were the people
who valued rectitude and strug-
gled hard to preserve righteous-
ness.

One such most critical situa-
tion arose when 50 years after the
demise of the Holy Prophet
Mohammad, the school of
Islamic thought, philosophy, cul-
ture and administration was shift-
ed to Caliphate with temporal
and ecclesiastical powers. The
four caliphs were Abu Bakar,
Umar, Usman and Imam Ali
Murtaza. Ali was assassinated
by the henchman of the conspir-
ator and hypocrite Muawiya son
of Abu Sufian while Imam Ali
was prostrating before Allah in
the mosque.

Muawiya deceitfully usurped
the seat of the Caliphate in Syria
and with the might of the sword
declared himself the self-appoint-
ed caliph and displaced the
democratic Islamic rule by oli-
garchic and barbaric despotic
rule.

After the death of Muawiya,
his son accursed Yazid ascended
to the Caliphate seat of Syria. He
was a heartless brute and had sur-
passed all his ancestors in prac-
tising evil and vices. Yazid ibn
Muawiya was a hard-core terror-
ist and libertine. Yazid was the
mammon of unrighteousness
whose lust for power prompted
him to beat society into the
mould he favoured. Yazid’s crim-
inal behaviour indicated the
extreme occurrence of vulgar,
inhuman innovations in the
established Islamic values.

On the contrary, Husain was

recognised throughout the Arab
world for his excellence of behav-
iour, wisdom, compassion and
piety. Yazid instructed his gover-
nor Walid in Medina to force
Husain to pledge allegiance to
Yazid. Husain refused it and
uttered, “Anyone akin to me will
never accept anyone akin to
Yazid as a ruler of Islamic estab-
lishment and leader of the
Faithful.” Husain left Medina for
Karbala.      

Husain’s patience snapped
when Yazid firmly demanded
homage from him. Husain
refused every time he was asked
for allegiance. Husain realized
that the consequences of this
prolonged anarchy in Islam and
a wrecking triumph for immoral-
ity will permanently deface the
true faith and a distorted pseudo-
religion will emerge in the name
of Islam. Obtaining acknowl-
edgement of allegiance of the
Holy Imam Husain, the pious,
prescient and sagacious true heir
of Prophet Mohammad was on
the top priority of Yazid’s agen-
da. Yazid bargained hard to
choose between allegiance to
him or face death. Husain had a
clear choice: either stand aside
and let Yazid act according to his
whims, justifying his abominable
escapades, or counter and con-
front his lurking menace and
acrimonious campaign. Husain
had to decide. Husain who had to
ensure the pristine purity of
Islam, refused allegiance.

On the morning of the 10th
Moharram, Husain and 72 fam-
ily members, including the chil-
dren and a few companions were

mercilessly massacred by a huge
army of Yazid after being kept
hungry and thirsty for three days
in the desert of Arabia when the
mercury touched 50 degrees C.
Youngest among the martyrs was
Husain’s infant son, Ali Asghar,
the buoyancy of whose innocent
blood refloated the sinking ship
of Islam. The heads of 72 martyrs
including the six-month-old
Asghar were severed from their
bodies and raised on lancers. The
bodies were trampled by horses.
The tents of Husain’s remaining
family members were torched.
The children and ladies were
made prisoners, paraded hand-
cuffed and fettered through the
bazaars of Kufa and Syria until
produced before the tyrant Yazid,
Satan in human form.

To remember and pay
homage to the Lord of Martyrs,
Imam Husain, people across the
globe from all faiths gather in
homes and Imam bargains to
conduct majlis (congregation),
where mournful tributes are paid
to Husain through elegies called
salam, soz, Marcia, nausea and
lyrical dirges. The congregation
moves inexorably towards a
crescendo of grief. The audience
groans heartbreakingly with tears
streaming down their faces.

Imam Husain is revered not
only by Muslims but people of
other faiths equally. Before the
battle of Karbala, the world knew
only one rule, “Might is Right”.
Husain changed the rule to “Right
is Might”. Mahatma Gandhi said,
“I learned from Husain, how to
achieve victory while being
oppressed.” 
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The admission of the
motion of No
Confidence in the

Council of Ministers 
by the Speaker would

hopefully engender an all-
encompassing debate in the
Lok Sabha. It would, in all
probability, take the wind out
of the sail of the opposition in
the Rajya Sabha as well. The
notice of the motion has been
given by Gaurav Gogoi of the
Congress reportedly enjoying
the support of 26 parties in
alliance. After taking the sense
of the House, as more than
fifty members stood up in sup-
port of the motion, the Speaker
admitted the motion with the
rider that he will fix the date
and time for discussion in con-
sultation with the Leader of the
House. A Motion of
Confidence or No Confidence

in the Council of Ministers can
be brought only in the Lok
Sabha. Article 75 of the
Constitution provides that the
Council of Ministers shall be
collectively responsible to the
House of the People. 

Rule 198 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Lok Sabha con-
tains the procedure regarding
no-confidence in the Council
of Ministers. Ordinarily, for
admission of Questions,
Motions or Resolutions, there
are elaborate rules governing
their admissibility or other-
wise. But in the case of a No
Confidence motion, ‘the
Speaker shall read the motion
to the House’ if he finds it in
order. The Speaker may reject
the notice of a motion outright
if it is not properly worded
without reading it to the

House. But if in the opinion of
the Speaker, the notice of
motion is in order, he is duty-
bound to read it to the House
and if not less than fifty mem-
bers rise in their places in
favour of the leave being grant-
ed, the Speaker declares that
the leave is granted. The
motion for discussion is taken
up on such day as may be
decided in the Business
Advisory Committee or the
meeting of the leaders of polit-
ical parties chaired by the
Speaker himself. However, the
Rule provides that the discus-
sion must take place within ten
days from the day the leave
was granted. Contextually, in
the Rajya Sabha, the
Opposition has been persis-
tently demanding a discussion
on the Manipur situation
under Rule 267 instead of

under Rule 176 for which the
Govt was willing to have a
short duration discussion of
two hours and a half. The
hunch of the opposition was
that accepting a short-duration
discussion will give an escape
route to the Govt and the
Opposition would not get ade-
quate time to articulate their
concerns. Further, the
Opposition wanted the Prime
Minister to make a statement
in Parliament instead of the
Home Minister. 

Now that a Motion of No
Confidence has been accept-
ed by the Speaker, the discus-
sions on the motion will pro-
vide ample opportunities for
the opposition to corner the
Govt on all fronts including the
situation in Manipur. Equally,
it would give a great opportu-
nity to the treasury benches to

give a befitting and compre-
hensive reply. The discussion
on the motion is free for all,
subject to the general rules of
the debate. Each side can dis-
play its loquacity at its best. All
sections of the House, politi-
cal parties and groups, would
get time proportionate to their
numerical strength in the
House within the overall time
allocated for discussion on
the motion. The mover of the
motion would be speaking
first in support of his motion
followed by the treasury
benches and other political
parties and groups in turn
within the allocated time slot.
The leader of the House-the
Prime Minister- if he is a
member of the House, replies
to the charges levelled against
the Government. The mover
of the motion has the right to

reply. This is followed by vot-
ing to determine the decision
of the House on the motion.
The Prime Minister invariably
replies to the charges levelled,
being the keystone of the cab-
inet arch. From First Lok
Sabha to the Seventeenth Lok
Sabha to date, there have been
28 (the instant one inclusive)
motions of no confidence. 

In addition, a peculiar
case is of the Fifteenth Lok
Sabha when many members of
the ruling party tabled notices
of no-confidence motions
which could not be taken up
by the Speaker (Meira Kumar),
as the House was not in order.
Three prime ministers-VP
Singh (1990), Deve Gowda
(1997) and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee (1999)- lost the no-
confidence motions. A no-
confidence motion against

Morar ji Desai in 1979 trig-
gered his resignation before the
motion could be put to vote.
Indira Gandhi faced 15 such
motions and lost none in her
16-year tenure. The fate of the
second no-confidence against
the Modi Govt, like the first in
2018, is predetermined, given
the overwhelming majority of
the treasury benches.  

The naive question asked
is what is the point of bring-
ing such a no-confidence
motion with a sealed fate? The
real intent of the opposition is
to make an all-out attack on
the Govt for its alleged acts of
omission and commission
while the Govt will highlight
its good works .  Let’s watch the
sound and fury and let the dis-
cerning citizens distinguish
between the chaff and the
grain.
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(The author is ex Addl
Secretary, of Lok Sabha and a

Member of, the Delhi Bar
Council)
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The skipper of a Philippine
ferry which flipped over in

a lake in an accident that killed
27 passengers decided to sail
despite knowing that his boat
was filled beyond capacity, the
coast guard chief said Friday.

Forty-three passengers
were rescued after the M/B Aya
Express capsized in Laguna de
Bay on Thursday shortly after
leaving Binangonan town
southeast of Manila in what
should have been a 30-minute
cruise to nearby Talim Island,
officials said.

Coast guard, police and
other government personnel
continued to search the lake
Friday but said they had no
idea whether anyone was still
missing because of uncertain-
ties over the number of passen-
gers on the ferry. No more sur-

vivors or bodies were found.
Two coast guard inspectors

allowed the ferry to sail after
being shown a manifest which
listed only 22 passengers in
addition to the boat’s three-

member crew, coast guard chief
Admiral Artemio Abu said at
a news conference.The two
inspectors were removed from
their post and will be investi-
gated, coast guard officials

said. They said the skipper and
the two other crew members
and the boat owner may face
criminal complaints.

Sea accidents are common
in the Philippines because of
frequent storms, poorly main-
tained boats, overcrowding and
weak enforcement of safety
regulations.In December 1987,
the ferry Dona Paz sank after
colliding with a fuel tanker,
killing more than 4,300 people
in the world’s worst peacetime
maritime disaster.

The Aya Express had a
capacity of 42 passengers, the
coast guard said.Under ques-
tioning by authorities, the skip-
per acknowledged that the
ferry had exceeded its passen-
ger capacity when it left port,
Abu said.The skipper said only
22 passengers were aboard the
ferry at first but the number
swelled when more people des-
perate for a ride arrived.
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Donald Trump faces new
charges in the classified

documents case that accuse
him of asking a staffer to
delete camera footage at his
Florida in an effort to obstruct
the federal investigation into
his possession of the records,
according to an updated
indictment unsealed Thursday.

The indictment includes
new counts of obstruction and
willful retention of national
defense information, com-
pounding Trump’s legal jeop-
ardy even as he braces for a
possible additional indictment
in Washington over his efforts
to overturn the results of the
2020 presidential election. The
additional counts underscore
the extent of the yearlong
investigation into Trump that
first produced charges last
month in the form of a 38-
count indictment against
Trump and his valet Walt
Nauta.Surveillance footage at
the Mar-a-Lago complex has
long been central to the inves-
tigation because, according to
prosecutors, it showed Nauta
moving boxes of documents in
and out of a storage room —
including such action one day
before a visit by FBI and Justice
Department officials.

A Trump spokesperson
dismissed the new charges as
“nothing more than a contin-
ued desperate and flailing
attempt” by the Biden admin-
istration “to harass President

Trump and those around him”
and to influence the 2024 pres-
idential race.

The updated allegations
in the indictment center on
surveillance footage at Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm
Beach. Trump is alleged to
have asked to have the footage
deleted after FBI and Justice
Department investigators vis-
ited in June 2022 to collect
classified documents that he
took with him after leaving the
White House a year earlier.
Law enforcement officials
issued a subpoena for the
footage after noticing surveil-
lance cameras while they were
there.The indictment quotes a
Mar-a-Lago property manag-
er, Carlos De Oliveira, telling
a colleague that the “boss”
wanted a server hosting the
footage to be deleted. It says De
Oliveira went to the IT office
last June, took an employee to
a small room known as the
“audio closet” and asked the

person how many days the
server retained footage.

When the employee said
he didn’t believe he was able to
delete footage, De Oliveira
insisted the “boss” wanted it
done, asking, “What are we
going to do?”

De Oliveira was added to
the indictment, charged with
obstruction and false state-
ments related to an interview
he gave the FBI earlier this
year.

The superseding indict-
ment charges Trump with an
additional count of willfully
retaining national defense
information, relating to a July
2021 interview at his
Bedminster, New Jersey, golf
club in which the former pres-
ident discussed U.S. military
plans to attack another coun-
try. The interview was for a
memoir being written by his
onetime chief of staff, Mark
Meadows, who in his subse-
quent book named the coun-
try as Iran. According to the
indictment, Trump returned
that document, which was
marked as top secret and not
approved to show to foreign
nationals, to the federal gov-
ernment on Jan. 17, 2022. It
marks a notable shift in the
prosecution’s approach to
Trump’s case, charging him for
retaining a document it alleges
the former president knew
was highly sensitive after he left
office — and not just for fail-
ing to return it to the govern-
ment when asked.
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China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, who replaced

Qin Gang this week after his
summary dismissal, has said in
his first comments that Beijing
would deepen its global part-
nerships while resolutely safe-
guarding its sovereignty, secu-
rity and development interests.

Significantly, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry, which
scrubbed the name, photos
and speeches of Qin soon after
his sacking on Tuesday,
restored them on Friday.

Soon after China’s
Parliament, the National
People’s Congress (NPC),
passed a resolution sacking
Qin, 57, and re-appointed
director of the ruling

Communist Party’s Foreign
Affairs Commission Wang, 69,
as the foreign minister, all ref-
erences to Qin were scrubbed
out by the foreign ministry on
Wednesday.

However, within two days,
the content of Qin’s engage-
ments during his six-month
stint as the foreign minister has
been reloaded on the official

Chinese website of the min-
istry.Asked about Qin’s records
reappearing on the website, the
ministry urged the media not
to “over-decode” the informa-
tion.

“We have taken notice that
the (foreign ministry) website
has been updated. It’s normal
to update information. You
don’t have to over-decode our
information,” the Hong Kong-
based South China Morning
Post quoted spokeswoman
Mao Ning as saying on Friday.
Wang, in his first comments
after being re-appointed as
China’s foreign minister, said
China, under the leadership of
President Xi Jinping, will deep-
en and expand global partner-
ships with win-win coopera-
tion.At the same time, China

will resolutely defend its
national sovereignty, security
and development interests and
fully protect the legitimate
rights and interests of Chinese
citizens overseas, he said in a
message posted on the Chinese
Foreign Ministry website.

While Qin was the foreign
minister, he still had to answer
to Wang, who as the head of the
Communist Party’s foreign
affairs commission occupied
the top diplomatic position in
China’s party-centric power
hierarchy. Wang has now taken
on Qin’s job. Qin was made the
foreign minister in December
last year, superseding many
seniors and earning the distinc-
tion of being a rising star in the
ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC).He was one of the

youngest appointees to the
post in China’s history. Before
his elevation, Xi had sent Qin
as China’s ambassador to the
US to stabilise Beijing’s stalled
ties with Washington.No rea-
son has yet been given for Qin’s
sacking nor his whereabouts
are known yet. The high-pro-
file minister has not been seen
in public since June 25, after he
met with officials from Sri
Lanka, Vietnam, and Russia
here.Wang returns to a post he
held for most of the past
decade. From 2004 to 2007, he
served as China’s ambassador
in Tokyo.Interestingly, Wang
met India’s National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval this week in
Johannesburg on the sidelines
of the meeting of NSAs of the
BRICS grouping. 
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Washington: President Joe
Biden dispatched his national
security adviser Jake Sullivan to
Saudi Arabia on Thursday for
talks with the kingdom’s de
facto leader Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman as the
White House pushes for a nor-
malization of relations between
the country and Israel. 

The White House in a
brief statement said that
Sullivan arrived in Jeddah on
Thursday for talks with the
crown prince, who is often
referred to by his initial MBS,
and other Saudi officials. The
wide-ranging talks covered ini-
tiatives to “advance a common
vision for a more peaceful,
secure, prosperous, and stable
Middle East,” and efforts to find
a permanent end to the years-
long conflict between the
Saudis and Iran-allied Houthis
in Yemen, according to the
White House.

Sullivan and MBS also dis-
cussed the Biden administra-
tion’s hopes to normalize rela-
tions between Israel and Saudi
Arabia, according to a White
House National Security
Council official familiar with
the matter. The official was not
authorized to comment pub-
licly and spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity. 
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Washington (PTI): A second
round of random lottery selec-
tion for the much sought-after
H-1B visas for fiscal 2024 will
soon begin after it was deter-
mined that “additional registra-
tions” need to be selected to
reach the numerical allocations,
the US federal immigration
agency has announced, a deci-
sion that could benefit more
Indian professionals.The US
Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) said on
Thursday that it will select the
additional registrations from
the previously submitted elec-
tronic registrations using a ran-
dom selection process.

In March, the USCIS con-
ducted an initial random selec-
tion of properly submitted elec-
tronic registrations for the fiscal
year (FY) 2024 H-1B cap,
including for beneficiaries eligi-
ble for the advanced degree
exemption.

Only those petitioners with
selected registrations for FY
2024 are eligible to file H-1B
cap-subject petitions. The initial
filing period for those with
selected registrations for FY
2024 was from April 1, 2023,
through June 30, 2023.The H-1B
visa is a non-immigrant visa that
allows US companies to employ
foreign workers in speciality
occupations that require theoret-
ical or technical expertise. 
Technology companies depend
on it to hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from coun-
tries like India and China.

“We recently determined
that we would need to select
additional registrations to reach
the FY 2024 numerical alloca-
tions. 

=>2��0��	
�1���/	�:�����0�:�������/
���� -���::

US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin said
Friday the United States stands with

countries fighting Chinese “bullying
behavior” as he launched bilateral talks in
Australia aimed at countering Beijing’s
growing influence in the Indo-Pacific
region. Austin and US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken arrived in the Australian
city of Brisbane late Thursday ahead of
annual bilateral meetings on Friday and
Saturday that will focus on a deal to pro-
vide Australia, a defense treaty partner,
with a fleet of submarines powered by U.S.
nuclear technology.

Ahead of a meeting with Australian
Defense Minister Richard Marles, Austin
said both countries share concerns about
China’s break from international laws and
norms that resolve disputes peacefully and

without coercion.“We’ve seen troubling
P.R.C. coercion from the East China Sea,
to the South China Sea, to right here in
the Southwest Pacific,” Austin told
reporters, referring to the People’s
Republic of China.“We’ll continue to
support our allies and partners as they
defend themselves from bullying behav-
ior,” he added.

China has imposed a series of official
and unofficial trade barriers in recent
years against Australian exports including
coal, wine, barley, beef, seafood and
wood. The barriers are widely seen as a
punitive reaction to Australian govern-
ment policy that has cost Australian
exporters as much as $15 billion a year.

Australia’s icy relationship with Beijing
was thawing since a change of Australian
government at elections last year.
Meanwhile, the sharing of USnuclear

secrets with Australia takes that bilateral
relationship to a new level.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese is
planning state visits to both the United
States and China before the end of the
year.Under the AUKUS partnership — an
acronym for Australia, the United
Kingdom and the United States —
Australia will buy three Virginia-class sub-
marines from the United States and build
five of a new AUKUS-class submarine in
cooperation with Britain.Australian media
have focused on a letter signed by more
than 20 Republican lawmakers to
President Joe Biden that warned the deal
would “unacceptably weaken the US
fleet” without a plan to boost US subma-
rine production.

Albanese said he remained “very
confident” that the United States would
deliver the three submarines.
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AHong Kong court rejected
a government-requested

ban on broadcasting or distrib-
uting the protest song “Glory to
Hong Kong,” in a landmark
decision that rejected a chal-
lenge to freedom of expression
in the city.

The song was written dur-
ing mass protests against the
government in the Chinese
territory in 2019 and its lyrics
call for democracy and liberty.

The song has since been
mistakenly played at several
international sporting events
instead of China’s national
anthem, “March of the
Volunteers.”

Judge Anthony Chan on
Friday refused to grant the ban,
which would have targeted
anyone who uses the song to
advocate for the separation of

Hong Kong from China. In
seeking the court order, the
government also sought to ban
actions that use the song to
incite others to commit seces-
sion and to insult the national
anthem, including such acts

carried out online. Critics had
said a ban would have a far-
reaching impact on the city’s
freedoms of expression and
information, which have
become increasingly thread-
bare under Beijing’s crack-

down on the city’s pro-democ-
racy movement.

Hong Kong, a former
British colony, returned to
Chinese rule in 1997 and was
promised it could keep its
Western-style civil liberties
intact for 50 years after the han-
dover.But a Beijing-imposed
National Security Law and
other changes since the 2019
protests have shrunk the open-
ness and freedoms that were
once hallmarks of the city.

Chan said the court con-
sidered whether an injunction
would provide any greater
deterrence than existing crim-
inal law, and its potential chill-
ing effect.

“I am unable to see a solid
basis for believing that the
invocation of the civil jurisdic-
tion can assist in the enforce-
ment of the law in question,”
Chan said in the ruling.
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Singapore conducted its first
execution of a woman in 19

years on Friday and its second
hanging this week for drug
trafficking despite calls for the
city-state to cease capital pun-
ishment for drug-related
crimes. Activists said another
execution is planned next
week.Saridewi Djamani, 45,
was sentenced to death in
2018 for trafficking about 31
grams (1 ounce) of diamor-
phine, or pure heroin, the
Central Narcotics Bureau
said.It said the amount was
“sufficient to feed the addiction
of about 370 abusers for a
week”. Singapore’s laws man-
date the death penalty for any-
one convicted of trafficking

more than 500 grams (17.6
ounces) of cannabis and 15
grams (0.5 ounces) of heroin.

Djamani’s execution came
two days after that of a
Singaporean man, Mohammed
Aziz Hussain, 56, for traffick-
ing around 50 grams (1.7
ounces) of heroin.The nar-
cotics bureau said both prison-
ers were accorded due process,
including appeals of their con-
victions and sentences and
petitions for presidential
clemency.

Human rights groups,
international activists and the
United Nations have urged
Singapore to halt executions
for drug offenses and say there
is increasing evidence it is
ineffective as a deterrent.

Singapore authorities insist
capital punishment is impor-
tant to halting drug demand
and supply.

Human rights groups say it
has executed 15 people for
drug offenses since it resumed
hangings in March 2022, an
average of one a month.

Anti-death penalty
activists said the last woman
known to have been hanged in
Singapore was 36-year-old
hairdresser Yen May Woen,
also for drug trafficking, in
2004. Transformative Justice
Collective, a Singapore group
which advocates for the abol-
ishment of capital punish-
ment, said a new execution
notice has been issued to
another prisoner for August 3,

the fifth this year alone.
It said the prisoner is an

ethnic Malay citizen who
worked as a delivery driver
before his arrest in 2016. He
was convicted in 2019 of traf-
ficking around 50 grams (1.7
ounces) of heroin and his
appeal was dismissed last year,
it said. The group said the man
had maintained in his trial that
he believed he was delivering
contraband cigarettes for a
friend to whom he owed
money, and he didn’t verify the
contents of the bag as he trust-
ed his friend. 

The High Court judge
ruled that their ties weren’t
close enough to warrant the
kind of trust he claimed to
have had for his friend. 
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The general who led a coup
in Niger took to state tele-

vision Friday to ask for support
for the takeover, two days after
members of the military
detained the democratically
elected president and set off
political chaos that could set
back the nation’s fight against
jihadists and increase Russia’s
influence in West Africa.

As Gen. Abdourahmane
Tchiani spoke, Niger state tele-
vision identified him as the
leader of the National Council
for the Safeguarding of the
Country, the group of soldiers
who said they staged the coup.

Tchiani, who goes by
Omar, said the country need-
ed to change course to avoid
“the gradual and inevitable
demise” and thus he and oth-
ers had decided to intervene. 

“I ask the technical and
financial partners who are
friends of Niger to understand
the specific situation of our
country in order to provide it
with all the support necessary
to enable it to meet the chal-
lenges,” he said.

Earlier, various factions of
Niger’s military wrangled for
power, according to an analyst
and a Western military official.
Tchiani’s appearance seemed to
be an effort to show he was in
charge, though the situation
was still in flux. 

A delegation from neigh-

boring Nigeria hoping to medi-
ate left shortly after arriving,
and the president of Benin,
nominated as a mediator by a
regional body, had not arrived.

An analyst who has spoken
with participants in the talks
said that the presidential guard,
which led the coup, was nego-
tiating with the army about
who should be in charge. The
analyst asked not to be named
because of the sensitive situa-
tion.

A western military official
in Niger who is not authorized
to speak to the media con-
firmed that the military fac-
tions were believed to be nego-
tiating, and said that situation
remains tense and all of the
ingredients are on the table for
it to erupt in fighting.

Speaking in Papua New

Guinea, French President
Emmanuel Macron con-
demned the coup as “complete-
ly illegitimate and profoundly
dangerous for the Nigeriens,
Niger and the whole region.”
He said that he had spoken
repeatedly with President
Mohamed Bazoum, and that
the detained leader is in good
health.

French Foreign Minister
Catherine Colonna told French
media that there was still time
to end what she described as an
“attempted coup.” 

“If you are hearing me
speak of an attempted coup,
that’s because we do not regard
things as definitive,” French
media quoted Colonna as say-
ing. She also spoke of “possible
exits if those responsible for
this attempt hear the message

from the international commu-
nity.” 

Niger is seen as the last
partner in the West’s efforts to
battle jihadists linked to al-
Qaida and the Islamic State
group in Africa’s Sahel region,
where Russia and the west
have been vying for influence
in the fight against extremism.
France, which ruled Niger as a
colony until 1960, has 1,500
soldiers in the country, who
conduct joint operations with
the Nigeriens.

On Thursday, several hun-
dred people gathered in the
capital, Niamey, and chanted
support for the Russian private
military group Wagner while
waving Russian flags. Later,
they burned cars and ran-
sacked the headquarters of the
president’s political party.
“We’re fed up,” said Omar
Issaka, one of the protestors. 

“We are tired of being tar-
geted by the men in the bush
... Down with the French peo-
ple. We’re going to collaborate
with Russia now,” he said. 

The mutinous soldiers have
not announced a leader and
President Mohamed Bazoum,
who was elected two years ago
in Niger’s first peaceful, demo-
cratic transfer of power since its
independence from France in
1960, has not resigned. 

Some of the last public
communications from the gov-
ernment included a defiant

tweet by the president
Thursday declaring that
democracy would prevail and
a call by the Foreign Minister
Hassoumi Massoudou, on
media outlet France 24, for
Nigeriens to stand against the
mutiny. 

However, it’s unclear who’s
involved in these dialogues, the
nature of the discussions or
how they’re proceeding.

Earlier this week, The
Economic Community of West
African States said it was send-
ing Benin President Patrice
Talon to lead mediation efforts,
but as of Friday Talon was not
in the country. During their
first address to the nation
Wednesday night, the muti-
neers urged “external part-
ners” not to interfere.

Macron said France sup-
ports regional organizations, in
particular ECWAS, “in the
decisions that it will have to
take — of mediation or con-
demnation and sanctions
against the putschists if they
make progress and finalize
their plan.”

Analysts say the coup
threatens to starkly reshape
the international community’s
engagement with the Sahel
region.

On Thursday, U.S. Vice
President Kamala Harris, said
the country’s “substantial coop-
eration with the Government
of Niger is contingent on

Niger’s continued commitment
to democratic standards.”

Niger could lose millions of
dollars in military aid and
assistance, which the United
States and European countries
have recently poured in an
attempt to help in the fight
against Islamic extremism.

The United States in early
2021 said it had provided Niger
with more than USD 500 mil-
lion in military assistance and
training programs since 2012,
one of the largest such support
programs in sub-Saharan
Africa. The European Union
earlier this year launched a 27
million-euro (USD 30 million)
military training mission in
Niger. 

The United States has more
than 1,000 service personnel in
the country.

Some military leaders who
appear to be involved in the
coup have worked closely with
the United States for years.
Several senior officers appeared
in a video that announced the
coup on state television two
days ago.

Gen. Moussa Salaou
Barmou, the head of Niger’s
special forces has an especial-
ly strong relationship with the
United States, the western mil-
itary official said, and his pres-
ence in the video sparked con-
cern about shifting loyalties.

The coup has dashed hopes
of collaboration between

Sahelian countries and Western
powers, which offered a more
robust response to the jihadist
insurrection when compared
with the strategies to arm civil-
ians in Burkina Faso or the
responsibility given to Wagner
in Mali, said Ibrahim Yahaya
Ibrahim, senior Sahel analyst
for the International Crisis
Group.

Neighboring Mali and
Burkina Faso have both oust-
ed the French military, which
previously provided aid in their
fight against jihadists. Mali
has contracted Wagner, and it’s
believed the mercenaries will
soon be in Burkina Faso. Now,
concerns are mounting that
Niger will follow in their foot-
steps. 

As uncertainty lingers
about who’s in charge, insecu-
rity could worsen. “The army
officers will be busy position-
ing themselves in power strug-
gles and abandon the fight
against jihadists,” said Ulf
Laessing, head of the Sahel pro-
gram at the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation.

Rights groups also warn
that civilians usually bear the
brunt of these mutinies. 

“During a coup, the first
victims are always the same: the
most vulnerable, women and
children,” said Drissa Traore,
secretary-general of the
International Federation for
Human Rights.
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Moscow (AP): A Ukrainian
drone was shot down early on
Friday outside Moscow, Russia’s
defence ministry said. It was the
third drone strike or attempt on
the capital region this
month.The ministry said there
were no injuries or damage in
the early morning incident. It
didn’t give details about where
the drone was shot down, but
said it took place in the Moscow
Oblast, a region that surrounds
but doesn’t include the city
itself.

The shootdown adds to
concern about Moscow’s vulner-
ability to attack as the war drags
into its 18th month.Two drones
struck the Russian capital on
Monday, one of them falling in
the centre of the city near the
Defence Ministry’s headquarters
along the Moscow River about
three kilometers (two miles)
from the Kremlin. The other
drone hit an office building in
southern Moscow, gutting sev-
eral upper floors. In another
attack on July 4, the Russian mil-
itary said four drones were
downed by air defences on the
outskirts of Moscow and the
fifth was jammed by electronic
warfare means and forced down.
The Ukrainian presidential
office said on Friday that at least
one civilian was killed in Russian
attacks.
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The Pakistan government will
try to appoint a person

acceptable to all sides as the care-
taker prime minister and talks
are underway to reach a consen-
sus on it, Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah said on Friday.
Sanaullah dismissed reports that
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar is
the front-runner for the post of
caretaker prime minister, saying
it can be a “rumour”.

“Neither was Ishaq Dar’s
name suggested nor was it
rejected. It can be a rumour,” he
told Geo News.Sanaullah said
talks are currently going on
whether to choose a bureaucrat
or a politician for the coveted
post.

“In case there’s a consensus
that a politician can be appoint-
ed, then it can either be Ishaq
Dar or any other politician from
any party,” he said.

He said the government
would try to appoint a person
acceptable to all sides. Dar him-
self has described as “premature”
media reports that his name has
been proposed for the post and
said consultations have not yet
begun.

The mainstream media in
Pakistan had reported the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) party is considering
proposing Dar’s name as the
caretaker prime minister of the
cash-strapped country once the
term of the current National
Assembly ends next month.Dar’s
name came into focus as Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif-led
government mulled changes in
the Elections Act 2017 to
empower the upcoming caretak-
er set-up to take decisions
beyond its constitutional man-
date, with a view to ensure con-
tinuity of the recently rolled out
economic plan and expedite
the process aimed at receiving
foreign investment in state-

owned entities, The Express
Tribune newspaper reported on
Sunday.

Under Pakistan’s
Constitution, polls are to be held
within 60 days if the National
Assembly completes its term.
But if the assembly is dissolved
prematurely, even if by a day, it
would give the government 90
days to conduct elections. The
caretaker prime minister will
administer the country until a
new government is formed after
the general elections.

The Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) has reportedly shown
reluctance in backing Dar.

Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif has also dismissed reports
that Dar is being considered for
the post, saying no one close to
the top PML-N leadership — the
Sharif family — would be picked
as the interim prime minister to
ensure that fingers are not point-
ed at the caretaker setup.
Sanaullah also spoke about the
return to Pakistan of PML-N
supremo and former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif, who has
been living in London since
2019. “Nawaz Sharif will soon
return. He will first secure inter-
im bails and then secure acquit-
tals. All the political restrictions
imposed on him through con-
spiracies will end,” he
said.Pakistan Parliament has
passed a law that limits the dis-
qualification of a parliamentar-
ian to five years, benefiting
Sharif, who was barred for a life-
time from running for office.

 "����&�����$��������������&���
/���������$��%/�������������
���� (3�4�3�:(��:;

Russian President Vladimir
Putin courted leaders from

Africa at a summit on Friday,
hailing the continent’s growing
role in global affairs and offer-
ing to expand political and
business ties. Addressing the
two-day day Russia-Africa
summit, Putin emphasised that
Moscow will closely analyse a
peace proposal for Ukraine
that African leaders have
sought to pursue.

“This is an acute issue,
and we aren’t evading its con-
sideration,” Putin said, empha-
sising that Russia is treating the
African initiative with respect
and “looking at it attentively.”

Putin also reaffirmed his
pledge that Russia will maintain
steady supplies of grain and
other agricultural products to
the continent after its with-
drawal from a deal allowing
grain shipments from Ukraine
that fuelled concerns of global
food crisis.

“Russia will always be a
responsible international sup-
plier of agricultural products
and will continue to support
the countries and region in
need by offering free grain
and other supplies,” the Russian
leader said.

He declared at the summit’s
opening Thursday that Russia
intends to ship up to 50,000
tons of grain aid to Burkina

Faso, Zimbabwe, Mali, Somalia,
Eritrea and Central African
Republic in the next three to
four months.

UN Secretary-General
António Guterres responded
Thursday that such donations
of grain can’t compensate for
the impact of Moscow’s cutoff
of grain exports from Ukraine,
which along with Russia is a
major supplier to the world
market.

Guterres said the UN is in
contact with Turkey, Ukraine,
Russia and other countries to
try to reestablish the deal that
saw Ukraine export more than
32,000 tons of grain, allowing
global food prices to drop sig-
nificantly.
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Four Pakistani state-owned petroleum com-
panies have signed a memorandum of

understanding with Saudi Arabia to build
Pakistan’s largest oil refinery with an investment
of USD 10 billion in the strategic Gwadar Port,
according to a media report on Friday.

The MoU to set up the facility with a pro-
duction capacity of 300,000 barrels per day was
signed on Thursday with the state-owned Oil
and Gas Development Company Ltd
(OGDCL), Pakistan State Oil (PSO), Pakistan
Petroleum Ltd (PPL), and Government
Holdings Private Ltd (GHPL) signed the MoU
to join hands and provide comfort to the Saudi
firm to enter Pakistan with a major invest-
ment, the Dawn newspaper reported.The
four SOEs would join the project through
equity participation. 

The government headed by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif is reportedly in the
advanced stages of negotiations with Saudi
giant Aramco to execute the greenfield refin-
ery project at the strategic Gwadar Port and
wants to complete the initial paperwork
before its tenure ends in two weeks. The tenure

of Pakistan’s current government will end on
August 14.To facilitate the Saudi investment
in refining, the government has recently
passed a new policy under which a new deep
conversion oil refinery of a minimum of
300,000 bpd achieving financial close of the
project within five years shall be eligible for
a customs duty of 7.5 per cent for 25 years on
petrol and diesel of all grades produced
effective from the date of commissioning of
the refinery.

The project envisions setting up an inte-
grated refinery petrochemical complex with
a crude oil processing capacity of a minimum
300,000 bpd along with a petrochemical
facility.The integrated complex shall comprise
various components such as marine infra-
structure, petrochemical complex, storage for
crude oil and refines utilities, pipeline connec-
tivity etc.According to the Petroleum Division,
despite being integral to the growth of the
economy, no new refinery project has mate-
rialised in Pakistan for more than a decade and
only two refineries have been added in the last
40 years.Compared to the 20 million tonnes of
refining capacity, the actual capacity utilisation
is at around 11 million tonnes.
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The Japanese government
stepped up its alarm over

Chinese assertiveness, warning
in a report issued Friday that
the country faces its worst
security threats since World
War II as it plans to implement
a new strategy that calls for a
major military buildup.

The 2023 defense white
paper, approved by Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida’s
Cabinet, is the first since the
government adopted a contro-
versial new National Security
Strategy in December, seen as
a break from Japan’s postwar
policy limiting the use of force
to self-defense.

China, Russia and North
Korea contribute to “the most
severe and complex security
environment since the end of
World War II,” according to the
510-page report. It says China’s
external stance and military
activities have become a “seri-

ous concern for Japan and the
international community and
present an unprecedented and
the greatest strategic challenge.”

On Thursday, Russian and
Chinese delegates joined North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un in
North Korea’s capital for a mil-
itary parade that showed off the
country’s latest drones and
long-range nuclear-capable
missiles.

Russia and China have also
stepped up strategic ties, the
white paper said, noting five
joint bomber flights since 2019,
and several joint navigations of
Chinese and Russian warships
that it said were “clearly intend-
ed for demonstration of force
against Japan and of grave
concern” to both Japan and the
region.

The report predicted that
China will possess 1,500
nuclear warheads by 2035 and
increase its military superior-
ity over Taiwan, in what Japan
views as a security threat, espe-

cially to its southwestern
islands including Okinawa. 

While Okinawan Gov.
Denny Tamaki has called for
US bases there to be reduced
and for greater efforts in diplo-
macy and dialogue with
Beijing, the central govern-
ment has been reinforcing the
defenses of the remote south-
western islands, including
Ishigaki and Yonaguni, where
new bases for missile defense
have been installed. 

Many residents of Okinawa
have bitter memories of the
Battle of Okinawa, in which
Japan’s wartime military essen-
tially sacrificed the local pop-
ulation in an attempt to delay
a US landing on the main
Japanese islands. Many
Okinawans worry they would
be the first to suffer in the event
of a Taiwan emergency.

Earlier this week, Chief
Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu
Matsuno visited Ishigaki and
acknowledged the challenges of

evacuating residents from
remote islands, and pledged to
give firm support. Ishigaki
Mayor Yoshitaka Nakayama
asked for airport and port
facilities to be reinforced and
for underground shelters to be
built as preparation for a pos-
sible Taiwan emergency.

China claims self-govern-
ing Taiwan as its own territo-
ry, to be annexed by force if
necessary.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who in 2017 set a goal
of building a “world-class mil-
itary” by the mid-21st century,
may move the target forward,
the report said, noting his call
for a rapid advancement of the
People’s Liberation Army in his
speech at the Communist Party
congress in October.

North Korea is rapidly pro-
gressing in its nuclear and
missile development and poses
“a graver, more imminent
threat to Japan than ever
before,” the report said. 
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Lahore (PTI): Police in Pakistan
on Friday arrested 10 terrorists
who were plotting a major ter-
ror attack on foreigners, includ-
ing on Chinese nationals, and
planning to sabotage the
Muharram commemorations in
the Punjab province.The
Counter Terrorism Department
(CTD) of Punjab police made
the arrests during intelligence-
based operations in Lahore,
Attock, Sargodha, Gujranwala,
Multan and DG Khan districts
of Punjab.

“Punjab police have foiled a
major terror attack on foreign
nationals, including Chinese, by
arresting 10 suspected terrorists
of banned outfits,” the CTD
said in a statement. Terrorists
have in the past targeted Chinese
nationals working in Pakistan. In
April last year, a female suicide
bomber carried out attack on a
van carrying Chinese teachers at
Karachi University.
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Micron on Friday reaf-
firmed its commitment to

establish India's first semicon-
ductor plant in Gujarat, creat-
ing 5,000 direct jobs and
addressing demand from
domestic and international
markets.

"Our team here in Gujarat
will transform DRAM and
NAND products...Into finished
component packages, memory
modules and solid-state storage
drives ready to ship to end cus-
tomers in India and across the
world," President and CEO of
the American chip maker,
Sanjay Mehrotra, said at the
SemiconIndia 2023.

Sophisticated chips are part
of everyday life, used in mobile
phones, refrigerators, cars and
high-tech industries, so foster-
ing local industry with careful-
ly-crafted schemes and policy
sweeteners will link India to an
ever-growing global chip mar-
ket.

Micron announced its
decision to set up a semicon-

ductor assembly and test plant
in Gujarat during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's state
visit to the United States in June
this year.

The move entails a total
investment of USD 2.75 billion
(around Rs 22,540 crore) with
the total cost of the plant com-
prising USD 825 million
(around Rs 6,760 crore) from
Micron and the rest from the
Indian government in two
phases.

The first 'Made in India'
chip should be ready by
December 2024 from Micron's
facility coming up in Gujarat,
Union Minister for Electronics
and Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw said.

The minister also added
that 4-5 semiconductor plants
are likely to be set up in the
country within a year, and
Micron's USD 2.75 billion plant
will also bring around 200
smaller units as part of the
ecosystem.

"Phased construction of
the new assembly and test
facility in Gujarat is expected to

begin in 2023. Phase 1, which
will include 500,000 square
feet of planned cleanroom
space, will start to become
operational in late 2024,"
Micron had stated.

India has identified chip-
making as a key priority area
for future growth ambitions,
hoping to attract investments
from global biggies looking to
diversify their operations out-
side of China. 

The country hopes to play
on the strength of its storied tal-
ent and skill base, vibrant mar-
ket, and enabling policies to
corner substantial chunk of
new investments flowing into
electronics and semiconductor
production, and global value
chains.

The global semiconductor
shortage has emphasised 
the importance of this 
critical component in 
modern-day electronics with
consumer electronics, mobile
phones, automobiles, 
computers and IoT set to fuel
demand for semiconductors
globally.
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The government has decided
to allow domestic companies

to list overseas to help them
access capital from the world
markets, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced
on Friday.

Sitharaman said she had in
May 2020 announced the move
as part of the Covid-19 relief
package, and added that a deci-
sion to go ahead with the pro-
posal has been taken now.

"The government has taken
a decision to enable direct list-
ing of listed and unlisted com-
panies on the IFSC exchanges,"
Sitharaman said, speaking at an
event organised by capital mar-
kets regulator Sebi here.

Terming this as a "major
step", Sitharaman said this will

help facilitate access to global
capital and also get better valu-
ations.

A senior finance ministry
official said the government
will notify the rules in the next
few weeks.

Initially, companies will be
allowed to list at the Inter-
national Financial Services
Centre in GIFT City, Ahmeda-
bad, and later, companies can list
in any of the eight to nine spec-
ified overseas jurisdictions, the
official said.

Currently, overseas listings
by domestically listed entities are
carried out through American
Depository Receipts (ADRs)
and Global Depository Receipts
(GDRs), which companies like
Infosys and Wipro have done.

Some companies like
Makemytrip have chosen to list

in exchanges like Nasdaq
abroad.

The new policy allowing
direct overseas listing could be
a shot in the arm for unicorns
or startups valued at more than
USD 1 billion, and the digital
unit of conglomerate Reliance,
which is eyeing a US listing after
raising more than USD 20 bil-

lion from investors such as
KKR, Google and Facebook.

The finance ministry official
cited past instances of compa-
nies going abroad for listing, and
added that this is an alternative
given to investors.

For the direct overseas list-
ing framework, an enabling
provision would be made under
the Companies Act, 2013.

Sitharaman is also in charge
of the corporate affairs ministry,
which is implementing the com-
panies law.

However, an investment
banker wondered about the
need for such a move now,
pointing out that the domestic
capital market with a market
capitalisation of USD 4 trillion
are strong and liquid enough to
take care of any company's cap-
ital requirements.

Earlier, media reports said
the government was considering
allowing foreign listings in seven
countries initially, including
Britain, Canada, Switzerland
and the US.

The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
had previously recommended a
framework within which such
direct listing will be facilitated,
and it is expected that the Sebi
framework will be the basis for
future regulation in this area.

Sebi had proposed allowing
listings on stock exchanges in ten
"permissible jurisdictions" with
strong anti-money laundering
regulations, including the NYSE,
Nasdaq, the LSE and Hong
Kong, along with other major
exchanges in Japan, South
Korea, France, Germany,
Switzerland and Canada.
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US chipmaker Advanced
Micro Devices (AM) on

Friday announced a USD 400
million investment in India over
the next five years and said it will
build its largest design centre in
Bengaluru.

AMD chief technology offi-
cer Mark Papermaster made the
announcement at the annual
semiconductor conference in
the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Undeterred by Taiwan's
Foxconn pulling out of his
group's USD 20 billion semicon-
ductor-making venture, mining
baron Anil Agarwal said the first
phase of Vedanta's chip-making
project will be ready in two-and-
a-half years.

Hon Hai Technology
Group, also known as Foxconn,
earlier this month pulled out of
the chipmaking joint venture
with Vedanta, and said it intends
to apply for incentives under the
government's semiconductor
production plan.

Vedanta Ltd has lined up
partners and will begin a foray
into chip-making this year.

Speaking at the conference,
Foxconn chairman Young Liu
said the ecosystem for semicon-
ductors in India is for the "very
brave".

"The ecosystem for chips in
India is for the very brave.
Every experience only positions
companies stronger going for-
ward," he said, without making
any direct comment on the
Vedanta joint venture.

India is luring prospective
chipmakers into the country to
reduce reliance on expensive
imports and dependence on
Taiwan and China. The govern-
ment has offered USD 10 billion
of fiscal incentives for units set-
ting up chip-making factories in
the country.

Also known as semis or
chips, semiconductors can be
found in thousands of products,
such as computers, smart-
phones, appliances, gaming
hardware, medical equipment
and cars. India's chip market is
set to reach about USD 64 bil-
lion in 2026, triple what it was
in 2019, according to Counter-
point Research.

AMD said it will open its
new 5,00,000 square foot design
centre campus in Bengaluru by
the end of this year and create
3,000 new engineering roles
within five years.

This campus will increase
AMD's office footprint in India
to 10 locations. The Santa Clara,
California-based firm already
employs more than 6,500 per-
sons in India.
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Audit regulator the National
Financial Reporting Autho-

rity (NFRA) has slapped a fine
of Rs 1 lakh and a one-year ban
on an auditor for alleged profes-
sional misconduct in the audit
of Anshu's Clothing Ltd for
2015-16. During FY2015-16,
Anshu's Clothing's, now known
as Aditri Gems & Jewels Ltd,
shares were listed on BSE and
Metropolitan Stock Exchange.

In its order on Thursday, the
regulator said it had levied a fine
of Rs 1 lakh on Sachin Kansal.
He is the proprietor of S Kansal
& Associates and statutory audi-
tor of Anshu Clothing for 2015-
16. Besides, Sachin was also pro-
hibited for one year from under-
taking any audit in respect of
financial statements or internal
audit of the functions and activ-
ities of any company or body
corporate during the debar-
ment period, it added.

The order came after NFRA
received information from the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA) regarding irregularities
observed in the financial state-
ments of the company by the
Financial Reporting Review
Board (FRRB) of the ICAI for
FY 2015-16. Thereafter, the reg-
ulator initiated an investigation
into the role of the statutory
auditors during the audit of
Anshu Clothing for FY2015-16.

In its probe, NFRA found
that Anshu had not recognised
accrued interest, amounting to
Rs 1.4 crore, on loans from
banks and NBFCs in violation of
the norms. With proper
accounting of interest accrued,
the reported loss of the compa-
ny would have increased by
about 8 times. Such a material
and pervasive misstatement in
the financial statement of the
company was not reported by
the auditor in the auditor's
report, the regulator said.

Further, deferred tax assets
of Rs 9.07 lakh have been recog-
nised by Anshu despite the
company being in loss for sev-
eral years. 

Anshu was required to pre-
pare its financial statement in the
format as per the Companies
Act, 2013, but various instances
of non-compliance with the for-
mat of financial statements have
also been noted, which have not
been reported by Sachin Kansal
in the auditor's report.

It was also noted that the
auditor has not assembled the
audit file within 60 days of the
signing of the auditor's report
and has not appointed
Engagement Quality Control
Reviewer despite Anshu
Clothing being a listed entity. 

The auditor did not main-
tain the agreement on terms of
the audit engagement in the
audit file, nor did he maintain
any written communication
with the management in the
audit file, the regulator added.
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Facilities at the world-class
convention centre — Bharat

Mandapam - in the heart of the
national capital will help pro-
mote conference tourism and
growth of the MICE industry in
the country, a top government
official said on Friday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on July 26 unveiled the
International Exhibition-cum-
Convention Centre (IECC))
complex at Pragati Maidan. He
named the 123-acre complex,
that will host the G20 Summit
in September, Bharat Manda-
pam. It is India's largest MICE
(Meetings, Incentives, Conferen-
ces, and Exhibitions) destina-
tion. Briefing media about the
complex, Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said that after the
G20 meetings, the facilities here
would help in promoting "con-
ference tourism and that is an
important tourism for us". "After
September, this venue will be
available for different public
programmes," he told reporters. 

In terms of the covered

space available for events, the
complex finds its place among
the top exhibition and conven-
tion complexes in the world.

It comprises multiple mod-
ern facilities, including conven-
tion centres, exhibition halls
and amphitheatres.

At level 3 of the complex, a
7,000 seating capacity conven-
tion centre has been developed.

The exhibition halls provide
a platform for exhibitors and
companies to engage with their
target audience, fostering busi-
ness growth and networking
opportunities. The G20 Leaders'
Summit is set to take place in
Delhi on September 9-10. 

The facilities at the complex
include 24 meeting rooms, a
multi-purpose hall with 4,000
seats, a plenary hall with 3,000
seats, auditoriums with 600 and
900 seats, a grand amphitheatre
with 3,000 seats and over 5500
vehicle parking space.
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Facing heat over alleged mis-
use of subsidies, a grouping

of seven electric two-wheeler
makers on Friday urged the gov-
ernment to look at the possibil-
ity of asking customers to pay
back excess rebate availed by
them on purchase of the vehi-
cles. In a letter to Minister of
Heavy Industries M N Pandey,
the Society of Manufacturers of
Electric Vehicles (SMEV) said
the customers who have taken
such subsidies can be asked to
return these to the affected
OEMs.

The Centre has sought Rs
469 crore from seven electric
two-wheeler makers, including

Hero Electric and Okinawa for
claiming incentives while not
complying with the Faster
Adoption and Manufacturing of
Electric Vehicles (FAME) II
scheme norms.

"This is about the subsidies
your department has claimed
back from OEMs on retrospec-
tive basis: And this also holds for
the Rs 1,200 crores that the
OEMs claim remains un-reim-

bursed," Society of Manufactu-
rers of Electric Vehicles (SMEV)
Chief Evangelist Sanjay Kaul said
in the letter.

SMEV has brought in Kaul,
a former BJP spokesperson, to
help revise the agenda of the
grouping.

"Considering that your
department levied a penalty on
some OEMs a few months ago
for over-charging the customers
and then asked them to return
the amounts, it is possible that
the monies you are currently
demanding from the other set of
OEMs for non-compliance, can
be similarly recovered by them
from the customers and
returned to the Department,"
Kaul said.
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Chemicals and Fertilisers
Minister Mansukh Manda-

viya on Friday asked chemicals
and petrochemicals players to
focus on quality and become
competitive in the global mar-
ket to make India a manufactur-
ing hub.

Addressing a summit on
'Global Chemicals and Petroche-
micals Manufacturing Hubs in
India' here, the minister assert-
ed that India is the best destina-
tion for global investments and
the industry should encash this
opportunity to boost manufac-
turing. Mandaviya said he has
given direction for establishing
chemical parks for making India
an investment hub and added
that "the work is happening in
this regard".

"Today there is a need to
focus on quality and become
competitive in the global mar-
ket," he said.

The minister assured the
government's support in making
the domestic industry in becom-
ing competitive at a global stage.
He asked the industry to make
a white paper in this regard.

Mandaviya noted that
industry is important for any
economy as it helps in becom-
ing self-reliant. He said it is the
responsibility of the govern-

ment to support industry. 
He highlighted that the gov-

ernment is taking policy deci-
sions in a holistic manner and
after wide consultations with all
stakeholders. This has helped in
increasing industrial produc-
tion as well as foreign direct
investments.

Mandaviya said the govern-
ment has brought labour reform,
reduced compliances and
brought a bill to the decriminal-
isation of minor offences as
part of its effort to create an
industry-friendly atmosphere.

He stressed making India
the 'factory of the world' for all
kinds of industries, including
chemicals and petrochemicals.

The minister said India has
become the best and safe desti-
nation for global investments
because of a stable long-term
policy, democratic system and
justice on merit by the Indian
judiciary, besides being a large
consumption centre.
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The Association of Indian Medical Device
Industry (AiMeD) on Friday asked the

government to withdraw the official mem-
orandum (OM) permitting the import of
pre-owned medical devices while charging
industry body FICCI of siding with MNCs
and working against the interest of domes-
tic manufacturers.

In a statement, the medical devices
industry body attacked the FICCI's Medical
Devices Division, alleging that the body has
joined hands with forces inimical to the
Make in India drive of PM Narendra
Modi. When contacted, FICCI in a state-
ment said, "FICCI dismisses the baseless alle-
gations made by AiMeD against a 95-plus-

year-old reputed organisation, the oldest
apex national chamber of commerce and
industry." Irresponsible statements are not
only baseless and filled with malice but also
hinder the Government of India's robust
mechanism of making the right policy deci-
sion in the country's best interests, it said.

FICCI has always maintained a neutral
and healthy balance of ideas to ensure that

quality and advanced healthcare products
become available to the poorest of the poor,
it said. AiMeD alleged that FICCI is work-
ing against the interest of domestic manu-
facturers.

Through a notification issued on June
19 this year, the government decided to allow
the import of 'high-end and high-value" used
medical equipment other than critical care
medical equipment, AiMeD stated.

"Nothing could have been worse than
what FICCI Medical Devices Division is
doing at the behest of MNCs lobby. Much
to our dismay and disappointment, FICCI
Medical Devices Division is working against
the interest of domestic medical devices
manufacturers," AiMeD Forum Coordinator
Rajiv Nath said in a statement.
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Leading cement maker ACC
Ltd, now a part of Adani

Group, said it will not conduct
any independent investigations
against the allegations of finan-
cial misconduct made by the
short-selling firm Hindenburg
Research.

Adani Group had already
undertaken a review by inde-
pendent law firms, whose opin-
ions confirmed that the compa-
ny is in compliance with the

requirements of applicable laws
and regulations, said ACC
Cement while declaring its quar-
ter results on Thursday.

"Based on the foregoing
and pending final outcome of
the regulatory investigations
and related proceedings as 
mentioned above, the Company
has decided to not carry out 
any separate independent 
Investigation in the matter, and
the financial results do not carry
any adjustments in this regard,"
it said.
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The rupee plunged 32 paise to
close at 82.24 (provisional)

against the US dollar on Friday
amid renewed foreign fund out-
flows and negative trends in
domestic equity markets.

An elevated level of crude
prices nearing USD 84 a barrel
also weighed on the domestic
unit even as the American cur-
rency gained strength on the
back of better-than-expected

macroeconomic data from the
US, forex traders said.

The dovish tone from
European Central Bank (ECB),
which raised interest rates on
Thursday, also boosted the US
dollar.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened weak at 82.30 against the
US dollar. During intra-day, the
domestic currency touched the
peak of 82.19 and hit the lowest
level of 82.34.
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Benchmark indices Sensex and
Nifty declined for a second day in
a row on Friday due to selling in

IT and banking shares amid foreign fund
outflows and weak trends in the US mar-
kets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex fell by
106.62 points or 0.16 per cent to settle
at 66,160.20. During the day, it declined
by 388.17 points or 0.58 per cent to a low
of 65,878.65.

The NSE Nifty declined 13.85 points
or 0.07 per cent to finish at 19,646.05.

"The better-than-expected US Q2
GDP data, though positive, hindered the
mood of the domestic market as it sig-
nalled the chances of another rate hike.
The Fed chief 's comments about a data-
centric approach without ruling out rate
hikes added to the uncertainty.

"Furthermore, the reversal of the
buying trend by FII and the rise in US
bond yields contributed to market
volatility. However, Asian markets
remained largely positive due to the
BOJ's decision to retain the policy rate,
contrary to speculation about the removal
of stimulus measures," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

From the Sensex pack, Bajaj Finserv,
HDFC Bank, Tata Motors, HCL
Technologies, Tata Consultancy Services,
Axis Bank, Infosys, IndusInd Bank, Tech

Mahindra and Maruti were the major lag-
gards.

NTPC, Power Grid, Mahindra &
Mahindra, JSW Steel, Bajaj Finance, ITC and
Reliance Industries were among the gain-
ers.

In the broader market, the BSE midcap
gauge jumped 0.55 per cent and smallcap

index climbed 0.49 per cent.
Among the indices, utilities rallied

2.61 per cent, power jumped 2.57 per
cent, realty (1.92 per cent), services (1.01
per cent), FMCG (0.85 per cent) and
commodities (0.56 per cent). 

Teck fell by 0.69 per cent, IT declined
0.67 per cent, oil & gas (0.28 per cent)
and telecommunication (0.12 per cent).

"Markets traded in a narrow range
and ended almost unchanged, in contin-
uation of prevailing consolidation phase,"
Ajit Mishra, SVP - Technical Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said.

A mixed trend on the sectoral front
kept traders busy wherein realty and
FMCG edged higher while pressure in
IT and banks capped upside, Mishra
said. 

In Asian markets, Seoul, Shanghai
and Hong Kong ended in the green while
Tokyo settled lower. Equity markets in
Europe were trading on a mixed note.
The US markets ended in negative ter-
ritory on Thursday. Meanwhile, global
oil benchmark Brent crude was trading
0.42 per cent lower at USD 83.89 a bar-
rel.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)

offloaded equities worth Rs 3,979.44 crore
on Thursday, according to exchange data.

The BSE benchmark had plunged
440.38 points or 0.66 per cent to settle at
66,266.82 on Thursday, while the Nifty
declined 118.40 points or 0.60 per cent to
close at 19,659.90.
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Ace Indian shuttler Lak-
shya Sen progressed to
the semifinals to be the

lone Indian survivor at the
Japan Open Super 750 bad-
minton tournament following
the ouster of compatriots HS
Prannoy and doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy here
on Friday.

World number 13 Sen reg-
istered a 21-15, 21-19 victory
over local player Koki Watanabe,
ranked 33rd, to make his third
successive semifinals, following
his exploits in Canada and the
United States.

The reigning Common-
wealth Games champion will
play fifth seed Indonesian
Jonatan Christie in the semifi-
nals. Men's doubles duo of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty too went down
fighting 15-21, 25-23, 16-21 to
Olympic champions Lee Yang
and Wang Chi-Lan of Chinese
Taipei to end their 12-match
winning streak.

A 2021 world championship
bronze medallist, Sen, who had
won the Canada Open Super
500 early this month, opened up
a 5-3 lead early on before mov-
ing to 11-7 at the break.

The Indian didn't have
much problem negotiating the
Japanese and soon sealed the
opening game with two cross-
court returns on both sides of
the court.

After the change of sides,
Watanabe tried to inject some
pace in the rallies but Sen looked
in control and moved to 3-2 with

a lovely cross-court drop. A 42-
shot rally ended with Sen's
backhand crashing into the net
as Watanabe turned it around to
lead 5-3 before consolidating it
further at 7-3.

The Japanese strengthened
his defense and things seemed
like going downhill for Sen, who
trailed 7-14.

However, the Indian script-
ed a turnaround, drawing his
opponent to the net and using
the drop shots to good effect. He
soon turned the tables at 18-17
with a cross court smash.

With two returns on his
opponent's backhand, Sen
gained one-match point before
producing another precise
return at the back-line and then
threw his racquet in celebration.

The Axelsen vs Prannoy
duel lived up to the expectations
with the two producing some
mindboggling rallies.

Prannoy, who had beaten
the Dane twice in the last three
meetings, slowly fought his way
back to clinch the opener and
also conjured up hopes of an
upset as he raced to an over-
whelming 7-1 lead, only to run
out of steam in the end.

Axelsen used his acute ang-
les and steep returns to be 4-1
up. But Prannoy kept breathing
down his neck, reaching 6-8
with a disguised backhand push.

Axelsen was called for a rare
service error but he won anoth-
er exciting rally to move to 13-
9. Prannoy produced some steep
returns on his rival's backhand
but Axelsen would dive to return
everything.

Axelsen's ability to make

Prannoy twist and turn with his
diagonal net shots, and jump
smashes with precision at the
backline and pounce on any-
thing weak from the Indian
meant he held the lead 17-13.

Soon, Prannoy produced a
sensational down-the-line jump
smash and with Axelsen send-
ing one long, he narrowed the
lead to 15-17. Prannoy levelled
the score at 17-17 and let out a
scream when Axelsen found
the net. A cross-net shot and a
net duel later, Axelsen had once
again regained a two-point lead
but he smashed out next as
Prannoy landed a ferocious
backhand to again draw parity
at 19-19.

An extraordinary cross net
shot saw Prannoy grab a one-
point advantage and he made it
count with a precision return
with Axelsen making a judge-
ment error.

A pumped-up Prannoy
looked in full control after the
change of sides while Axelsen
was a bit shaky as he made
judgement errors in the backline
and committed unforced errors
to allow the Indian lead 4-0 and
then 7-1.

However, Axelsen reeled
off four straight points and then
won a 33-shot rally to narrow it
down to 7-9. But he hit wide
twice as Prannoy went into the
interval with a 11-7 cushion.

The fast-paced rallies con-
tinued as Axelsen's defence and
his precise smashes helped him
to claw back at 15-15. Axelsen
was called once again for a ser-
vice fault but he didn't let it rat-
tle him, moving to 18-17.

Prannoy then went wide to
hand over three game points to
Axelsen, who lost his footing
and sent one wide. But, Prannoy
sprayed one to the net next as
the Dane made a roaring come-
back into the contest.

The decider started on an
even keel at 4-4 but slowly
Axelsen broke away with a run
of seven straight points as
Prannoy looked tired, making
him more error-prone. His shots
started going to net and out as
Axelsen zoomed to 16-6 in a
jiffy.

Another steep straight
smash, followed by a cross-
court jump smash took Axelsen
closer to the win. A Prannoy
smash marginally missing the
backline gave 12 match points to
the Dane, who converted it
after the Indian pushed one to
the net.

Axelson will face fast-rising
home star Kodai Naraoka, who
beat China's Shi Yu Qi 11-21, 21-
19, 21-14.

	�6��:
�
�6�

Women's number two An

Se-young of South Korea beat
her childhood idol Ratchanok
Intanon of Thailand 21-19, 21-
10. She will face Taiwan's fourth-
seed Tai Tzu Ying, whom An
beat last week in the final of the
Korea Open.

"I have been able to perform
well so far (this season) and
show good results," An said after
her victory.

"(Tai) is a good, skilled play-
er. I will focus on my own per-
formance," An said of her next
match.
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Manchester City forward
Riyad Mahrez has joined

Saudi side Al-Ahli, the two
clubs announced on Friday,
becoming the latest big-name
player to be lured to the cash-
rich league in the Gulf state.

The 32-year-old Algerian
winger joined Pep Guardiola's
team in 2018 from Leicester,
winning 11 major trophies at the
club. "The wait is over: Riyad is
real," the Saudi Pro League club
said in a social media post.

City agreed a fee understood
to be worth up to £30 million
($38.6 million) with Al-Ahli
last week. "To play for
Manchester City has been an
honour and privilege," Mahrez
told City's website.

"I came to City to win tro-
phies and enjoy my football and
I achieved all that and so much
more.

"I have had five unforget-
table years with this football club,
working with unbelievable play-
ers, fantastic supporters, and the
best manager in the world."
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RB Leipzig have extended
manager Marco Rose's

contract by one year until
2025, the club announced
on Friday. Rose, 46, led
Leipzig to the German Cup
and Champions League qual-
ification in 2022-23, his first
season in charge of the club.

The Leipzig-born man-
ager joined after now
Belgium coach Domenico
Tedesco was sacked in
September, picking up more
points than any other
Bundesliga side over the
remainder of the season.

"Leipzig is my city and
eastern Germany is my
home," Rose said in a state-
ment. "I'm delighted that the
management have put their
faith in me so that I can con-
tinue to be a part of RB
Leipzig and help write more
history."
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Italy and Turkey have asked to
co-host football's 2032

European Championship for
which they are the only bidders,
UEFA said on Friday.

The two football federa-
tions had been competing in the
bidding contest that is scheduled
for an October 10 vote by UEFA
executive committee members.

Teaming up would reduce
UEFA's risk of committing to a
solo host for a 24-team, 51-game
tournament nine years in
advance.

Italy needs to build and ren-
ovate an aging inventory of sta-
diums. Construction projects in
Italy, such as replacing iconic San
Siro stadium in Milan, can be
notoriously bureaucratic and
slow.

Turkey has the stadiums and
infrastructure almost entirely

ready after a massive national
construction project under two
decades of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan's political lead-
ership.

Co-hosting without a com-
petitive vote would be a prag-
matic solution for Turkey after
several failed bids over the last
20 years and fresh questions over
its hosting ability after
Manchester City fans faced
logistical challenges at the
Champions League final in
Istanbul last month.

UEFA said it will now work
with the two federations to
ensure their joint bid meets all
the requirements for the 24-
team tournament.

Turkey is also bidding to
host the 2028 edition, though
that has long been expected to
go to the joint bid by the four
United Kingdom federations
and Ireland.
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European champions England
stood on the brink of the

Women's World Cup last 16
after a Lauren James cracker in
the sixth minute gave them a 1-
0 win over Denmark on Friday.

But an otherwise hugely
satisfactory night for England in
front of just over 40,000 fans in
Sydney was marred by what
looked like a serious knee injury
to influential midfielder Keira
Walsh.

Denmark might have stolen
a point with three minutes left
in normal time when, despite
having as little as 20 percent of
the possession for much of the
game, Amalie Vangsgaard
shaved the outside of the
England post with a header.

Wiegman made two
changes from the team that
squeezed past Haiti 1-0 in their
opener, Rachel Daly and James
coming into the starting XI.

And it was the 21-year-old
Chelsea forward James who
was the star of the first half,
before fading in the second.

"It's an amazing feeling and
something I always dreamed of,"
she said. "We built on the
momentum from the last win
and took it into this game.

"Another difficult win but
we got the win and that is the
most important thing."

James needed just six min-
utes to justify her inclusion,
drifting off the left into the mid-

dle, skipping past a weak chal-
lenge and bending the ball with
her right foot into the bottom
corner from outside the box.

James, sister of Chelsea's
England men's international
Reece James, was everywhere.

Twice in a minute she
threatened another as England
went in search of a second.

Yet for all that, Denmark
nearly equalised with their first
chance on 24 minutes when
Rikke Madsen took the ball
inside the area on the turn and
flashed just wide of the far post.

The Danes, ranked 13 in the

world to England's four, were a
threat on the break.

Skipper Pernille Harder shot
straight at goalkeeper Mary
Earps as Denmark carved out
three decent looks at goal with-
in a few minutes.

A night that had been going
so well for the Lionesses then
suffered a significant setback
when Walsh, a key cog in the
team that won the Euro last year,
tumbled over and appeared to
badly hurt her knee.

She was stretchered off in
tears and replaced by Laura
Coombs seven minutes before

half-time, a question mark now
hanging over the rest of the
Barcelona player's World Cup.

England were already miss-
ing captain Leah Williamson
and Euro 2022 Golden Boot
winner Beth Mead, both ruled
out before the tournament with
knee injuries. The second half
was more of the same: England
with most of the chances and
possession, but Denmark look-
ing to hit on the break.

That is what they did when
Vangsgaard darted into the six-
yard box, her header centimetres
from snatching a point.
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In Dunedin, Romina Nunez

scored the equaliser as Argentina
roared back from two goals
down to draw 2-2 and deny
South Africa a landmark first
Women's World Cup win. South
Africa were cruising to a first-
ever win in five matches at the
World Cup after goals by Linda
Motlhalo and Thembi Kgatlana
either side of half-time in
Dunedin. But Argentina pulled
one back via a stunning Sophia
Braun strike in the 74th minute
and then drew level five minutes
later when Nunez headed home.

South Africa also threw
away the lead, and then conced-
ed the decisive goal in the last
minute, to lose 2-1 to Sweden in
their opening match.

Appearing at their fourth
World Cup, Argentina have still
never won in 11 attempts them-
selves. After losing their open-
ing matches in New Zealand,
Argentina and South Africa
have one point each.

Favourites Sweden and Italy
have three points before playing
each other in Wellington on
Saturday, before a decisive final
round of games on August 2.
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France are sweating on the fit-
ness of skipper Wendie Ren-

ard for their must-win Wo-
men's World Cup clash with
Brazil on Saturday. The defend-
er missed training on several
days this week after picking up
a calf injury in France's disap-
pointing goalless draw with
Jamaica in their opener.

However, she took part in
Friday's session in Brisbane, on
the eve of the Group F
encounter.

"Of course we hope that
tomorrow everything will go
well because we need her,"

coach Herve Renard — no
relation to the player — told
reporters.

"We are not certain tonight
100 percent, we will have the
answer tomorrow because
training sessions do not com-
pare to a competitive game."

France's opening result has
put them under pressure going
into the match against a Brazil
side who started their World
Cup in impressive fashion,
thumping Panama 4-0 with
Ary Borges scoring a hat-trick.

Les Bleues would be at risk
of an early elimination if they
fail to get three points against
the Brazilians.
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Poor conversion rate in the
attacking third is something

that Indian women's team needs
to change ahead of their Asian
Games and second round Asian
Qualifying Championship cam-
paign, feels head coach Thomas
Dennerby.

Asked about areas that can
be improved upon, Dennerby
replied: "We have to utilise our
chances around the offensive
box. We created a lot of goal-sco-
ring chances in recent games but
didn't come out with so many
goals."

Dennerby said that his team
also needs to strengthen its
defensive formation.

"We also need to keep on
working hard with the defence,
which has been working very
well, and we didn't let any goals
in for two games in the Olympic
qualification —not even a goal-scoring
chance, I will say. But, we let some easy goals
go in during the friendly games when we
were preparing for the Olympic qualifica-
tion, which I feel is not good," he told AIFF
website.

Counter-attack will be Indian team's
mantra.

"If we have the discipline to play with
really strong defence, we know that we

always create chances, even against really
good teams. So, we should be sharp when
it's time to finish and keep up the good dis-
cipline and defence. I think India could be
a team that can go all the way through the
qualification if we have a super good day."

While India has been pitted in Group
B of the Asian Games against Chinese
Taipei and Thailand, it will be up against
Uzbekistan in the Olympic Qualifiers,

with Japan and Vietnam being
the other sides in the group for
the same.

Meanwhile, Dennerby feels
that India has been clubbed in a
tough group where it is not the
favourite. However, he asserts
that strong defence and ample
chances are created to lead to
glory for the side.

"We need to live with that
from day one when we arrive
there. And, when we arrive in
Bhubaneswar, we have to prepare
mentally for being a team that's
going to make it through the next
round. And also, of course, phys-
ically, technically, and tactically,
we have to prepare." When asked
if Indian women's football is
ready to go to the next level, he
admitted that "it is still a work in
progress and will remain the
same for the next few years".

He also reckoned that play-
ing regularly against top sides

would help the cause.
"India have a huge number of young

players. It is up to them to decide —I want
to be there. I want to play in the World Cup
one day because no coach in the world can
ever force you to do it. "You have to live with
that passion yourself, and you have to put
in the effort in. The coach can only help you
and guide you on what to do, but it's your
effort. That is the key," he signed off.
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The head of Russia's Olympic
Committee on Friday accused

the International Olympic Com-
mittee of picking sides after it
urged sports federations to show
sensitivity when handling Ukrai-
nian athletes.

"The statement in question
indicates that the IOC determined
for itself and picked a side in the
political conflict, (and) began to act
in the interests of this side,"
Stanislav Pozdnyakov said on
Telegram.

On Thursday, Ukrainian fencer
Olha Kharlan was disqualified at
the World Fencing Championships
in Milan after refusing to shake the
hand of her beaten Russian oppo-
nent Anna Smirnova. The rules of
the FIE state that the two fencers
must shake hands. Following the
incident, the IOC urged interna-
tional federations to "handle situ-
ations involving Ukrainian and
individual neutral athletes with
the necessary degree of sensitivity".
According to Pozdnyakov, these
remarks "clearly showed the duplic-
ity of the so-called recommenda-
tions, criteria and parameters.
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The Indian team will be
expected to return to its
set batting order as it

aims to put up a much-
improved show with the willow
and take an unassailable lead in
the three-match series when it
faces a below-par West Indies
in the second ODI here on
Saturday.

Skipper Rohit Sharma and
coach Rahul Dravid did face a
minor hiccup while trying out
the middle-order batters
upfront on a track that became
a raging turner during the sec-
ond session but a meager tar-
get of 115 meant that things
were smooth for the better part.

However, one can vouch
with a degree of certainty that
even if India once again chas-
es a small target, Rohit Sharma
will indeed come out with
Shubman Gill and Virat Kohli
will be seen padded to come at
one drop.

Ishan Kishan, despite his
impressive fifty, will have to bat
in the middle order, a place he
will have to vacate during Asia
Cup in Sri Lanka if KL Rahul
happens to make a comeback.

With 11 more matches left
before the opening World Cup
game against Australia in
Chennai on October 8 (as per
the current schedule), India
would aim at a settled combi-
nation and hence too much
experimentation might not be
what the doctor would order.

The Kensington Oval in
Barbados is home turf for the
late Malcolm Marshall and the
'Big Bird' Joel Garner where vis-
iting side batters would get
mentally psyched out even
before the 'Big Four' (Andy

Roberts and Michael Holding)
had the red cherry in their
hands.

But on Thursday, the legend
of Kensington track seemed
like an oxymoron as Ravindra
Jadeja and Kuldeep Yadav made
the Caribbean batters look very
silly with the turn and bounce
that was on offer.

Even Hardik Pandya, with
the new ball, looked very skid-
dy and was able to hurry the
batters along with Umran
Malik, who bowled a number
of pacey deliveries.

Gone are those golden days
of West Indies cricket and the
popularity of cricket in the
islands has hit an all-time nadir
after its non-qualification for

the ODI World Cup in India.
The propensity to play T20

game in a 50-over contest was
very much on show with the
kind of indiscreet shot selec-
tions that got them into a tan-
gle against Jadeja and Kuldeep.

The track used for the sec-
ond ODI might not be the
same one but nature could be
identical and hence Indian
team shouldn't mind the chal-
lenge of batting first.

Facing Gudakesh Motie's
orthodox left-arm spin and
Yannic Cariah's leg breaks
won't be the most difficult
proposition but not the easiest
one either.

The Indian batters haven't
exactly set the stage on fire

when facing spinners on turn-
ers and this won't be a bad test
for the team if the conditions
of first ODI is replicated.

Places like Chennai and
Lucknow -- venues for the
World Cup games against
Australia and England -- will
aid spinners and it is always
good to get some simulation in
overseas conditions, which are
pretty similar to what one can
expect at home.

For Suryakumar Yadav, it
will be imperative that he can
replicate his T20 form in 50
over cricket. Thursday was a
golden opportunity and he did
look good before a sweep shot
off Motie brought about his
downfall.

Surya knows that his place in
the XI could be doubtful if
Shreyas Iyer gets fit and if KL
Rahul returns, he might find it
difficult to make it to the 15-
member squad unless, he scores
some significant runs against
Pakistan in the Asia Cup, which
will then seal his spot in the side.

Mukesh Kumar as a reserve
(fifth) pacer should make it to
the squad behind Mohammed
Shami, Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Siraj, and Shardul
Thakur.

His discipline, in terms of
line and length, across formats
has been exemplary and it will
be difficult to drop him unless
India picks that extra spinner
in the 15-man squad.
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Former fast bowler RP
Singh on Friday backed
Suryakumar Yadav to be

India's option at No 4 during
the ICC World Cup in the pos-
sible absence of Shreyas Iyer,
and said the Mumbaikar should
be given ample game-time
ahead of the big event.

Not having a strong batter
at the No 4 slot was one of
India's failings in the 2019
World Cup, and four years
down the line the team could
be troubled by the very same
issue as Shreyas has been recu-
perating from an injury.

But Suryakumar, so far,
has not been able to replicate
his T20I prowess in ODI crick-
et, and he has gone without a
fifty in the last 16 matches.

However, RP Singh said
ruling out the option of
Suryakumar would be naive.

“Suryakumar Yadav is a
good option for No 4, along
with Shreyas (Iyer), provided he
is fit. But if you are looking at
him even as a backup option,
it is important to give him
game-time and he is certainly
a good pick," said RP.

“Suryakumar is yet to make
his mark in one-day cricket but
the way he is batting, and the
kind of batter that he is, he can
be a good option for No 4 or 5,”
he said.

“You must always have
backup options heading into
major tournaments. His cur-
rent form in T20 cricket has
been very good, one-day for-
mat is different because you
have (to face) more number of
balls. Due to that, he will have
to change his game-plan a bit,”
he said.

The former left-arm fast
bowler highlighted the fact

that India do not have many
options to pick from for the No
4 slot.

“He is an experienced play-
er, it is about that one click —
how many games he takes to
make one big score. Once that
happens, he will not face any
such issues. Anyway, how many
options does the team even
have for No 4?,” he said.

RP Singh said pacer Umran
Malik will have to improve his
skills as a bowler as speed
alone cannot be his weapon,
adding that he is one of the
bowlers in fray to play in the
World Cup.

“You have a good number
of matches before the World
Cup. He can get 5-6 games in
the Asia Cup, and three more
matches (against Australia).
Umran has the advantage of
pace. But the issue with him is
the skill — his deliveries do not
move much,” RP said.

“In international cricket,
speed alone cannot be the only
weapon. You have to make a
game-plan as well, and that is
something he is not learning as
quickly as he should. He also
concedes a lot of runs. But he
seems to be in the loop for the
World Cup because he has the
pace."

Given that Rishabh Pant is
unlikely to feature in the World
Cup and KL Rahul still far away
from being match-fit, RP Singh
placed Ishan Kishan as an
option for the wicketkeeper-
batter slot.

“I think the Indian team is
looking at Ishan Kishan as the
second wicketkeeping option.
He got game time in the first
ODI (against West Indies), so
that he can play some balls and
make some runs to remain con-
fident, in case KL Rahul is not
available," he said.
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Temperamental Indian
women's cricket team

captain Harmanpreet Kaur
will only be able to play in
the Asian Games if her team
reaches the final of the mega
event starting September 23
in Hangzhou.

Four teams in both
men's and women's events -
- India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh -- will be
directly playing from the
last eight stage, courtesy the
ICC T20I ranking on June 1.
All the matches will have
official T20I status.

Harmanpreet, who has
been slapped with a two-
match ban for her public
outburst after an ODI game
against Bangladesh recently,
is ineligible to play the quar-
ter-final which will surely be
against an associate nation
followed by the semi-final
against a full member
nation.

Even the Ruturaj
Gaikwad-led men's team has
got a direct entry into the
quarter-final on the basis of
its ICC T20 ranking on June
1.

The men's event will
comprise 18 teams while
women's event will have 14
outfits.

The women's competi-
tion will start on September
19 and end with the gold and
bronze medal matches on
September 26.

The men's event starts
on September 28 and the
final will be played on
October 7, two days after the
men's ICC 50-over World
Cup starts in Ahmedabad.

If the Indian cricket
team qualifies for the final,

it will have to play on three
back-to-back days --
October 5 (quarter-final),
October 6 (semi-final) and
October 7 (final).

In all likelihood, India's
quarter-final will be against
a second-string Afghanistan
or Bangladesh team, as the
first teams of both nations
will be in India during that
time for the World Cup.

It is unlikely that the
men's team will be reporting
to the Games Village before
the start of the opening cer-
emony as there will be near-
ly two weeks time before
their campaign starts.

Also the BCCI hasn't yet
confirmed whether the
cricket teams will stay in the
Games Village or at a five-
star facility in the city.

In all, 32 matches across
men's and women's event
will be held at the Hangzhou
Games, with the women's
event accounting for 14
games and the men's event
having 18.

The Indian men's team,
if it plays till the final, will get
to play the afternoon games
-- 12 noon IST (2:30 pm
local time).
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Joe Root held a brilliant slip
catch to dismiss Marnus

Labuschagne as Australia
ground their way to 115-2 at
lunch on the second day of the
fifth and final Ashes Test at The
Oval on Friday.

Labuschagne was the only
man out in an attritional morn-
ing session that ended with
Australia still 168 runs behind
England's first-innings total of
283.

Opener Usman Khawaja
dropped anchor to be 47 not
out off 152 balls, with star bats-
man Steve Smith, adding some
impetus, unbeaten on 13.

Australia, as the holders, are
already assured of retaining the
Ashes at 2-1 up, and only need
to avoid defeat at The Oval to
secure their first Test series win
away to England in 22 years.

But in their desire to deny
England a breakthrough in
London the innings stagnated.

Labuschagne, fresh from
his hundred in last week's rain-
marred drawn fourth Test at
Old Trafford, was two not out
overnight.

But he took a further 59
balls to score seven more runs
before he was superbly caught

in the slips by Root off fast
bowler Mark Wood.

Australia resumed on 61-
1, with left-hander Khawaja 26
not out off 75 balls -- a marked
contrast to England's frenetic
'Bazball' approach.

The tourists held firm in a
tense first hour on Friday.

But Labuschagne eventual-
ly fell when he edged a full-
length ball from express quick
Wood and Root held a brilliant
one-handed catch diving to his
left at first slip after Jonny
Bairstow had not moved for a
chance that belonged to the
wicketkeeper.

That left Australia on 91-
2, with Labuschagne failing to

reach double figures in an 82-
ball innings.

But new batsman Smith
upped the tempo with two
superb straight-driven fours
off successive deliveries from
veteran paceman James
Anderson, who turns 41 on
Sunday.

England were a bowler
light after it was announced
Moeen Ali would remain off
the field with the groin injury
the off-spinner suffered while
batting on Thursday.

Ben Stokes's longstanding
knee problem has effectively
reduced the England captain to
a specialist role as a batsman
during the series.
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Getting dropped due to
conditions that require a

specific playing combination
has been a "normal" thing for
Kuldeep Yadav and the left-
arm wrist spinner believes
that it is better to make every
opportunity count than fret
on chances that he lost over
the years.

The Kanpur man
snapped 4 for 6 in just three
overs to lead India to a five-
wicket win in the first ODI
against the West Indies on
Thursday.

He won the 'Player of the
Match' award and it would be
fair to say that his googlies
(one that turns away from
right handers) were at times
unreadable.

"Most of the times, when
I don't get to play it is because
of the situation and combina-
tion. It is a normal thing now.
I have been playing cricket
for so many years, it has been
more than six years now.
These things are normal," he
told reporters during the
post-match press conference.

While dropping his
guard for a split second, he
was back to speaking about
"process" and how he focuss-
es on his length rather than
obsess about taking wickets.

"I don't think much
about taking wickets now.
My focus is more on the
process that what length I
should be bowling," he said.

Kuldeep, who has taken
19 wickets from 9 ODIs this
year, hasn't consistently
found a place across versions
in the Indian side.

He was left out of the sec-
ond Test against Bangladesh
despite taking eight wickets,
including a fifer and scoring
a crucial 40 in the first
innings last December.

"Since the past one and
half years, when I have
returned from the injury, I
have tried to bowl on those
good lengths. I want to be
more consistent with the
length, and as far are wick-
ets are concerned, on some
days, you will get the wick-
et, while on others, you
won't.

"Situation is also very
important. I try my variations
only when the opposition has
lost four or five wickets
quickly."
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Kuldeep said competi-

tion in the Indian team only
motivates him to do well and
he is focusing more on his
process than performance.

"Competition will always
be there in the Indian crick-
et team but it motivates you
as well to do well as you can't
take anything lightly. For

me, process is more impor-
tant than performance.

"I have been working at
the NCA on by bowling, on
my length. When you get the
opportunity, you try to make
it count," he said.

Kuldeep and fellow leg-
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
formed the famous "Kul-
Cha", which made an big
impact when they played
together for sometime,
claiming 135 wickets in 34
games.

However, the duo hasn't
played together for sometime
now with Kuldeep preferred
over Chahal in the opening
ODI here.

"We are pretty relaxed.
We know that combination
matters a lot. We have a
good understanding. He
helps me a lot, when I am
playing. He always wants me
to do give my best. At the
same time I also share my
opinions, when he gets the
chance to play.

"The 'Kul-Cha' has been
done well over the years
because we support each
other,” he said.
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South Zone brought forth their
all-round prowess to brush aside

North East Zone by nine wickets
in their Deodhar Trophy match
here on Friday.

The South Zone bowlers, led
by Vidwath Kaverappa and R Sai
Kishore, bundled out NE Zone for
a feeble 136 after the latter elected
to bat first.

South had little trouble in
overhauling the target in just 19.3
overs as opener Rohan
Kunnummal made an unbeaten
fifty (87, 58 balls, 8x4, 5x6).

The victory also saw South
consolidating their position on
top of the table with 12 points, and
a superior net run rate (NRR) too
helped their cause.

In this match, South paired
Vidwath with Arjun Tendulkar,
who came in for Vasuki Koushik.

The left-arm pacer Arjun made
an immediate impact, dismissing
opener Anup Ahlawat. With
Vidwath and Sai Kishore too join-
ing the list, North East found
themselves at a rocky 31 for 3.

North East Zone failed to
stitch together any meaningful
partnership in their innings except
a 30-run alliance for the fourth
wicket between captain M
Langlonyamba and K Priyojit.

Priyojit was the top-scorer for
NE Zone with a 40 that he made
off 104 balls.

Pacer Vidwath and left-arm
spinner Sai Kishore were the most
successful bowlers for South, tak-
ing six wickets equally among
themselves.

Vidwath, now, has 12 wickets
from three matches and leads the
wicket-takers' chart. Sai Kishore
closely tails him with 10 wickets.

The gulf in class between the
two sides was evident once Rohan
and Mayank Agarwal mounted the
chase.
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Legendary Australian pacer
Glenn McGrath said David

Warner's career could be
"coming towards an end"
unless the veteran opener
scores big in the second
innings of the ongoing fifth
and final Ashes Test against
England.

Warner could only man-

age 24 in the first innings at
The Oval.

The left-handed opener
has scored just 225 runs in the
nine innings in this Ashes at
a mediocre average of 25.00,
which includes only one half-
century (66) that he made
during the second Test at
Lord's.

"There's a bit of pressure
on Dave Warner. He looked

ok, but then, got out again. To
be honest, I think, unfortu-
nately, that maybe, it's coming
towards the end of his career,"
McGrath told SENQ
Breakfast.

“I know he came out the
other day and said he wanted
to play it to the end of next
summer. But I think the pres-
sure is on him. The vultures
are circling. Unless he comes

out in the second dig and pro-
duces a big score, I think he
might struggle," he said.

Despite speculations that
he might call time on his Test
career after the Ashes, Warner
has ruled out that possibility.

Warner has hinted that he
was eager to retire at his home
venue, Sydney Cricket Ground,
during the Test series against
Pakistan later this year.
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Papua New Guinea has
become the latest team

to qualify for the 2024 ICC
Men's T20 World Cup, set
to be held in the West
Indies and the USA.

It is the 15th side to
have qualified for the
event and the only team
from the East Asia-Pacific
Qualifier.

PNG managed to get
the job done following
their massive 100-run win
over the Philippines at
Amini Park on Friday.

After being asked to bat
first, PNG posted a mam-
moth total of 229/6, thanks
to some elegant knocks from
Tony Ura, skipper Assad
Vala and Charles Amini,
scoring 61, 59 and 53,
respectively.

In reply,  the
Philippines struggled to
get the job done. Although
they saved themselves
from getting bundled out
entirely, they fell short by
a big margin.
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