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Days ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

State visit to the US,
Washington has said it is mak-
ing a “huge push” to process as
many visa applications as pos-
sible in India.  Stating this, US
Department of State official
spokesperson Mathew Miller
also called it a “top priority” for

the US Government.
The US Government

has also eased norms for
Green Cards which will
help thousands of Indian
technology professionals
waiting for permanent
residency there.

In a press briefing late on
Thursday in Washington,
Miller said the consular teams
of the US have been making a
“huge push” to process visa

applications adding
that “there is more
that can be done”.

M e a n w h i l e ,
reports from
Washington also said
the Biden adminis-

tration has eased norms by
releasing policy guidance on
the eligibility criteria for those
waiting for green cards to work
and stay in America.

The guidance issued by

the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
regarding the eligibility criteria
for initial and renewal appli-
cations for Employment
Authorisation Document in
compelling circumstances is
expected to help thousands of
Indian technology profession-
als who are in the agonisingly
long wait for a green card or
permanent residency.      

Continued on Page 2
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The residence of Union
Minister of State for

External Affairs RK Ranjan
Singh in Imphal town was
razed to the ground by a mob,
according to officials. This
shocking incident serves as a
scathing indictment of the
Biren Singh-led State
Government, with the
anguished Minister declaring
that the “law and order situa-
tion in Manipur has failed”.

The gravity of the situation
cannot be gauged, especially in
the light of recent events,
including the burning of two
other houses and clashes
between the Rapid Action
Force of Manipur and the
unruly mob.

Throughout Thursday
night, the mob wreaked havoc
in the town and engaged in
clashes with security forces,
heightening tensions in the
area. The sound of gunfire
echoed through the Imphal
East district into the early
hours of Friday as security
forces resorted to firing numer-
ous rounds of tear gas shells

and mock bombs in an attempt
to disperse the angry locals
who were protesting the killing
of nine civilians on Wednesday.
During the confrontation, two
protesters and one Rapid
Action Force personnel were
injured. Officials confirmed
that an RAF constable was
struck on the head by a stone.

The situation in Imphal
remains highly volatile as
authorities work tirelessly to
restore order and address the
deepening discontent among
the population. The complete
razing of a Union Minister’s
house underscores the severe
breakdown in the law and
order situation in Manipur,
raising serious concerns about
the Government’s ability to
maintain peace and security in

the region.
Claiming that the “law and

order situation in Manipur has
failed”, Singh said he had con-
structed his house with prayers
and was unable to understand
why it was targeted. “Someone
tries to vandalize it, demolish
it, I feel shocked. I never expect
such a kind of attitude and
activities from my fellow citi-
zens of this State. I pray to God
also not to happen again. This
is the second time, the first
time, I somehow convinced
them and the security protect-
ed.... that was in early evening.
This time yesterday it was late
night, around 10:30. Everything
was normal, suddenly crowds
of people came and attacked, I
was told,” Singh told ANI.

Continued on Page 2
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The renaming of the Nehru
Memorial Museum and

Library Society in Delhi as the
Prime Ministers’ Museum and
Library Society has sparked a
new battleground between the
BJP and Congress leaders.

Located at Teen Murti
Bhavan, the museum’s name
change comes nearly a year
after the inauguration of the
Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya
on the same premises. 

Detailed report on P4
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AVillupuram court has sen-
tenced former Director

General of
Tamil Nadu
Police Rajesh
Das to three
years rigor-
ous impris-
onment for
sexually harassing a fellow
woman IPS officer and fined
him �10,000. However, the
court granted bail to Das and
gave him a 30-day period to file
an appeal. 

In February 2021, a com-
plaint was filed by a woman IPS
officer against Das, alleging that
he made sexual advances while
they were on patrol duty
together, providing security
for then Chief Minister,
Edappadi K Palaniswami.

Continued on Page 2
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Cyclone Biparjoy, which
wreaked havoc in Gujarat’s

Kutch and Saurashtra regions,
has now extended its impact to
Rajasthan, bringing heavy rain-
fall and causing disruptions
across the region. Following its
landfall in Gujarat, the cyclone
gradually weakened and shift-
ed towards south Rajasthan on
Friday, leaving a trail of
destruction in its wake.

The Gujarat Government is
currently facing the immediate
challenge of restoring electric-
ity in approximately 1,000 vil-

lages and clearing roads
obstructed by fallen trees. 

Although the cyclone
weakened after hitting the
Kutch coast, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued a warning for
heavy rainfall in north Gujarat. 

Fortunately, no casualties
have been reported in Gujarat
due to Cyclone Biparjoy.

The heavy rainfall has also
affected rail traffic in the North
Western Railway zone, result-
ing in the cancellation of 14
trains. In response to the IMD’s
alert for heavy rains, the
Rajasthan government has
temporarily suspended infla-
tion relief camps in the respec-
tive districts.

Continued on Page 2
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Aheavily armed group of
five foreign terrorists, pos-

sibly trained in guerrilla war-
fare, were neutralised by the
alert troops of the Indian army
near the line of control  in
Jumagund Nar area of North
Kashmir’s Kupwara district in
the wee hours of Friday.

The joint team of security
forces which participated in the
operation have so far recovered
five AK series rifles, fourteen
grenades, five hundred AK
rounds, night vision goggles
and other war like stores.

Briefing media persons
after conducting the search
operations in the area,  Major

General Girish Kalia said, “a
large number of intelligence
inputs were received from var-
ious intelligence agencies about
likely infiltration of terrorists
from across Line of Control.
On 15 Jun 2023, a specific intel-

ligence input was received of
likely infiltration along
Jumagund Nar from Jammu
and Kashmir police.
Subsequently, a joint operation
by the Indian Army and JKP
was launched in Keran Sector

on night 15/16 June wherein
multiple ambushes were laid
along the likely routes of infil-
tration”.

Major General Girish Kalia
told reporters, “On 16 June at
around midnight hours
ambush teams observed five
heavily armed terrorists cross-
ing the Line of Control. 

The terrorists were
engaged by ambush teams
along the fence in spite of
adverse weather and terrain
conditions. 

The ensuing fire fight
resulted in elimination of five
infiltrating terrorists without
any collateral damage. The
operation continued through-
out the night and the detailed
search of the area was carried

during early morning”. He said
the identity of the terrorists and
their tanzeem affiliation is
being ascertained.

In a written statement, the
defence spokesman also
claimed the operation clearly
establishes the evil design of
terrorist groups which are
determined to disrupt peace in
Kashmir. It also exposes the
facade of false commitment to
the ceasefire understanding by
Pakistan which has repeatedly
been exploited to perpetrate
terror in Jammu and Kashmir.
“The security forces stand
steadfast to defeat the nefarious
designs of inimical elements to
disrupt peace and harmony in
Kashmir”, the defence
spokesman added.
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From Page 1
The Minister, who is in

Kerala, said when the house
was on fire, the fire brigades
could not enter the place as
people created blockages.

“I do not know why they
are attacking. There is no
reason. In the whole process,
I am trying to bring peace,
negotiat ing. . .my senior
Ministers and colleagues to
bring normalcy in the State.
In the meanwhile, this kind of
unwanted incident happened.
If my sons and daughters and
family happen to be
here. . . that  burning and
throwing of petrol, it seems to
affect my life also,” he said.

“Law and order condition
in Manipur is a total failure.
The existing Government
could not maintain peace.
That’s  why the central
Government has sent a lot of
protections and Rapid Action
Force. I don’t know how the
State mechanism is a failure,
I feel like that,” he added.

The Minister had told
ANI earlier that about 50

miscreants had attacked his
house.

“It is extremely sad to see
what happened last night. I
was told that more than 50
miscreants attacked my home.
Damage has been done to the
ground floor and the first
floor of my residence. Neither
me or anybody from my fam-
ily was present during that
time. Thankfully, nobody got
injured.”

Meanwhile, protesters at
Nongmeibung and Wangkhei
blocked the main streets by
piling up stones and con-
struct ion materials  and
engaged in pitched battles
with security forces, they said. 

“I am trying to bring
peace and stop violence since
May 3 (when ethnic clashes
began in the state) … this is
al l  a  misunderstanding
between two communities.
The Government has set up a
peace committee, the process
is on. Civil society leaders are
sitting together,” said Singh,
who is currently in Kochi to
attend a party programme.

From Page 1
Upon receiving the com-

plaint ,  the AIADMK
Government suspended Das
and formed a six-member
committee to conduct an
investigation.

“The prosecution has
recorded statements from 68
individuals, including police
personnel. The officer has
the option to file an appeal
and seek immediate bail,” a
member of the prosecution
team stated.

During the 2021 elec-
tions, this issue gained sig-
nificant attention, with the
leader of the Opposition at
the time, MK Stalin, assuring
the public that due legal
process would be followed
and appropriate punishment
given if his party came to
power.
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From Page 1
Cyclone Biparjoy, which

had been intensifying in the
Arabian Sea for over 10 days,
made landfall near Jakhau
Port in Gujarat. 

It left behind a trail of
destruction in the coastal areas
of Kutch and Saurashtra. As
the cyclone moved into
Rajasthan, it transformed into
a deep depression, triggering
rainfall in areas including
Jalore, Sirohi,  Barmer,
Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, and near-
by regions. Wind speeds in
some areas reached 40 to 50
km per hour.

Weather department offi-
cials predict that rainfall will
persist in parts of Rajasthan
until Monday. The depart-
ment has issued a “red” alert
for Jalore and Barmer, where
over 200 mm of rainfall is
expected. Chitalwana in Jalore
recorded the highest rainfall of
7 cm since Thursday morning,
while other areas received less
than 7 cm of rain.

In response to the “red
alert,” the inflation relief camps
have been temporarily sus-
pended in districts under the
alert. PC Kishan, the Secretary
of the Disaster Management
and Relief Department,
ensured that advanced prepa-
rations were made and direct-
ed district collectors to pri-
oritise public safety.

Moreover, MGNREGA
works have been temporarily
halted in districts expected to
be affected by heavy rains
until adverse weather condi-
tions subside.

The weather department
issued a “red alert” for
extremely heavy rainfall in
isolated areas of Barmer and
Jalore on Saturday. Jodhpur,
Pali, and Sirohi are likely to
experience very heavy rains,
while Jaisalmer, Rajsamand,
Udaipur, and Dungarpur may
receive substantial rainfall.
The “red alert” extends to
Barmer, Jalore, Pali, and Sirohi
on Sunday, with the possibil-
ity of very heavy rains in
Jodhpur, Nagaur, Ajmer,
Rajsamand, Bhilwara, and
Udaipur. Additionally, heavy

rains are expected in Jaisalmer,
Bikaner, Jaipur, Chittorgarh,
Pratapgarh, Dungarpur,
Banswara, Bundi, and Tonk
districts.

To ensure public safety, 30
rescue teams have been
deployed in the districts under
the alert, with an additional 22
rescue teams on standby at dis-
trict headquarters, as con-
firmed by SDRF comman-
dant Rajkumar Gupta.

Advance planning and a
mass evacuation effort involv-
ing over one lakh individuals
contributed to the achieve-
ment of “zero casualties” in
Gujarat,  according to Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel. In
a Press release, he said the
restoration of electricity is
underway, with 1,127 teams
working in districts including
Kutch, Devbhumi Dwarka,
Jamnagar, Morbi, Junagadh,
Gir Somnath, Rajkot, and
Porbandar. Additionally, the
forest department teams have
cleared 581 fallen trees from
the roads.

Relief Commissioner Alok
Kumar Pandey  emphasised
that there were no reported
deaths related to the cyclone in
the State, considering it the
Government’s “biggest
achievement.” Among the
1,09,000 persons relocated
from coastal areas to tempo-
rary shelters, there were 10,918
children, 5,070 senior citi-
zens, and 1,152 pregnant
women.

Cyclone Biparjoy made
landfall near Jakhau along the
Saurashtra-Kutch coasts on
Thursday at around 6:30 pm,
bringing incessant rains and
wind speeds reaching 140
kmph. By 2:30 am on Friday,
the landfall concluded, result-
ing in extensive damage from
heavy rainfall ranging from
100-185 mm and strong winds
up to 95 kmph in various parts
of Kutch, Devbhumi Dwarka,
Jamnagar, Rajkot, and Morbi
districts in the Saurashtra
region, according to the State
Emergency Operation Centre
(SEOC). A total of 175 talukas
across the state received some
amount of rainfall throughout

the day.
The cyclone had a signif-

icant financial impact on the
State power utility Paschim
Gujarat Vij Company Limited,
with 5,120 electricity poles
damaged. As a result, approx-
imately 4,600 villages were
left without power, but efforts
have led to the restoration of
electricity in 3,580 villages.
Additionally, 23 individuals
sustained injuries due to
cyclone-related incidents, and
numerous houses were dam-
aged. The Relief
Commissioner clarified that
the deaths of a father and son,
who tragically lost their lives
while trying to rescue their
goats in a flooded ravine in the
Bhavnagar district, were not
considered cyclone-related
since the district was unaf-
fected by the cyclone.

The cyclone caused the
closure of three state highways
due to damage, while 581
trees were uprooted. Nine
pucca houses and 20 kutcha
houses collapsed, with two
pucca houses and 474 kutcha
houses suffering partial dam-
age. Moreover, 65 thatched
houses were destroyed, and the
government is preparing to
provide immediate compen-
sation to those who have suf-
fered losses.

During the landfall, sev-
eral low-lying areas in the
coastal districts experienced
inundation due to a storm
surge, with tides reaching up
to eight meters. Fallen trees
and electric poles could be
seen every 100 or 200 meters
along the Mandvi-Jakhau
highway. In the village of
Kacha near Mandvi, approxi-
mately 25 kutcha houses were
damaged. Shelter homes have
been accommodating 400 peo-
ple from Salaya and other
coastal villages for the past
four days. In Mandvi town, 30
trees and 20 electric poles
were uprooted, causing power
outages since 4 pm on the pre-
vious day. Residents reported
that their thatched roofs were
blown away, resulting in the
flooding of their houses.
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From Page 1
A green card, known offi-

cially as a permanent resident
card, is a document issued to
immigrants to the US as evi-
dence that the bearer has been
granted the privilege of resid-
ing permanently.

Immigration law provides
for approximately 140,000
employment-based green cards
to be issued each year.
However, only seven per cent
of those green cards can go to
individuals from a single coun-
try annually.

The USCIS guidance out-
lines specific requirements that
applicants must meet to be eli-
gible for an initial EAD based
on compelling circumstances.

These include being the
principal beneficiary of an
approved Form I-140, being in
valid non-immigrant status or
authorised grace period, not
having filed an adjustment of
status application, and meeting
certain biometrics and crimi-

nal background requirements.
Further, USCIS will exer-

cise discretion to determine
whether an applicant demon-
strates compelling circum-
stances justifying the issuance
of employment authorisation.

“These measures are a sig-
nificant step towards support-
ing individuals facing chal-
lenging situations and ensuring
their ability to work lawfully in
the United States,” said Ajay
Bhutoria, a prominent com-
munity leader and advocate for
immigrant rights.          

He highlighted the impor-
tance of these measures for
individuals and their depen-
dents who find themselves in
challenging situations such as
serious illness or disability,
employer disputes or retalia-
tion, significant harm, or dis-
ruptions to employment.

Bhutoria said the non-
exhaustive list of qualifying
circumstances, as provided by
USCIS, offers individuals an

opportunity to present evi-
dence supporting their case.

“For instance, individuals
with approved immigrant visa
petitions in oversubscribed cat-
egories or chargeability areas
may submit evidence like
school or higher education
enrollment records, mortgage
records, or long-term lease
records to demonstrate com-
pelling circumstances,” he said.

This provision can prove
crucial in situations where
families face the potential loss
of their home, withdrawal of
children from school, or the
need to relocate to their home
country due to job loss,
Bhutoria added.

Foundation of India and
Indian Diaspora Studies
(FIIDS), which has been advo-
cating for laid-off H1-B work-
ers, applauded USCIS for tak-
ing such a step that would help
a large number of Indian IT
professionals.

“I really feel proud that a

sustained advocacy for more
than six months started reflect-
ing in considerations and
adjustments by USCIS,” said
Khanderao Kand from FIIDS.

Last week, US Ambassador
to India Eric Garcetti while
speaking at the US Embassy in
India highlighted the strength
of India and the United States
relationship, adding that more
Indian students throng the
United States than students
from any other country.

“One out of every five US
students’ visas was issued here
in India in 2022. One out of
five in the world, which is
more than the proportion of
the Indian population in the
world. So, Indians have not
only pursued an education in
the United States but for
decades have shown their
excellence in the United States
and we are on track to process
the highest number of visa
applications in our history,”
Garcetti added.
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The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has
filed a chargesheet against 13 people, includ-

ing 10 foreigners, in the India-Sri Lanka illegal
drugs and arms trade case relating to attempts to
revive the terror group LTTE in the two countries,
an official said on Friday.

An agency spokesperson said the accused
chargesheeted on Thursday under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code, Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act include three Indians
-- Selvakumar M, Vigneshwara Perumal and
Iyyapan Nandhu.

The official identified the remaining 10 as Sri
Lankan nationals - C Gunasekaran, Pushparajah,
Mohammad Asmin, Alahapperumaga Sunil
Ghamini Fonseka, Stanly Kennady Fernando,
Dhanukka Roshan, Ladiya , Vella Suranga,
Thilipan and Danarathnam Nilukshan. 

While Vicky and Nandhu were arrested in
April this year, the others were arrested in
December last year. The NIA had filed the case
suo motu on July 8 last year and arrested the 13
persons from Tamil Nadu. 

The spokesperson said the charge-sheeted
men had conspired for exploiting the illegal drugs
trade for funding, amassing and stashing weapons
for the revival of LTTE in India and Sri Lanka.

The drugs were being sourced from one Haji
Salim, who is suspected to be residing in Pakistan,
the official said, adding the accused persons had
been using various foreign WhatsApp numbers

to carry out the clandestine trade. 
“Investigations in the case had exposed their

conspiracy to fund the revival of LTTE through
drug trade. They were arrested at the Trichy
Special Camp (Tamil Nadu),” the spokesperson
said.

The official said the accused were using the
proceeds of crime to live a lavish life. “Several
mobile phones with pre-activated Indian SIM
cards were seized from them.”

The NIA also seized various digital devices,
documents relating to drug transactions, cash to
the tune of Rs 80 lakh and nine gold bars during
the course of the investigations, the official said.

The spokesperson said the cash and gold
were proceeds from the sale of narcotics and
were being channelled through hawala net-
works between Chennai and Sri Lanka. Several
transactions using Crypto platforms were also
unearthed between the accused.
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Nationalist Congress Party
chief Sharad Pawar on

Friday said he would persuade all
Opposition parties to forge unity
based on a common minimum
programme to provide an alter-
native to the Narendra Modi
Government at the Centre.
Talking to reporters here, the
Opposition stalwart said the
Bharatiya Janata Party had been
rejected in a majority of the States
where it was ruling, adding that
the saffron party had toppled
elected Governments to grab
power. “If the people have reject-
ed the BJP at the state level, their
(citizens) view will not be any dif-
ferent at the national level,” the
NCP chief asserted.

Informing that he would
put forth his view in the meet-
ing of opposition parties to be
held in Patna in Bihar on June 23,
Pawar said, “All non-BJP parties
need to sit together and think
about forging opposition unity
on the basis of a common min-
imum programme.”

“The BJP made big assur-
ances, raised expectations of
people but did nothing. It is time
to provide an alternative,” the
former Union minister said.

Queried on the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi led by Telangana
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao speaking about making
inroads into Maharashtra, Pawar
said the Congress-NCP alliance
had faced reverses in the 2019
polls due to the presence of
Prakash Ambedkar’s Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi (VBA).

“Even though all parties
have the right to expand their
base in any state, it remains to be
seen if the BRS is a B team (of the
BJP),” he said.

Rao opened a party office in
Nagpur on Thursday and had
said the BRS would expand its
base in Maharashtra to fight
upcoming polls on its own
strength. Asked about the
Uniform Civil Code, Pawar said

there was need for a population
control law for all citizens irre-
spective of caste and religion, but
one needs to know whether the
UCC is “targeted at a particular
community” and “then we can
speak (on it)”.

Queried on the newly-elect-
ed Congress government in
Karnataka removing chapters
on Hindutva ideologue late VD
Savarkar and RSS founder
Keshav Hedgewar from school
books, Pawar said the Congress
had promised such a move in its
Assembly poll manifesto.

The Congress there had
promised to remove chapters that
impact social unity, he said.

If the people of Karnataka
have voted them to power, it
means they agree with the
Congress’ view, Pawar added.

On the acrimony created by
an advertisement that appeared
in several dailies on Tuesday
claiming that a survey showed
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde was more popu-
lar than his deputy Devendra
Fadnavis, the NCP leader said it
had cleared a misunderstanding
that the BJP had a big role in the
ruling dispensation.

“The advertisement played a
historical role in creating aware-
ness about the fact. Similarly, the
print media benefited,” he said in
a swipe at the Shinde-Fadnavis
government.

W war of words erupted
over a newspaper advertisement
that projected Shinde as being
more popular in the state than his
deputy Fadnavis.

The full-page advertisement,
which also had a picture of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
appeared in major newspapers in
the state on Tuesday, citing a
“survey” that showed Shinde
was ahead of Fadnavis in popu-
larity. The advertisement, which
did not have pictures of either
Fadnavis or Shiv Sena founder
late Bal Thackeray, fuelled talks
about a possible rift among the
two allies.
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Afresh row
broke out

b e t w e e n
Governor RN
Ravi and the
DMK Govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu on Friday
over the issue of V Senthil Balaji
staying in the Stalin Cabinet after
his arrest, with the Governor
opposed to the Minister’s con-
tinuance in office. A Chennai
court, meanwhile, granted the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
eight days’ custody of Balaji, who
was arrested on Wednesday
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in an
alleged cash for jobs scam in the
State transport department
when he was the Transport
Minister in the AIADMK
Government during 2011-15.

4�����	��
���

�������	 

���������
�����,�'5�'�
�	

(�	)�*	����
�

���	+���,��

-��������-�	��
.�����	/�0����

�
�
� �$1�;�%:

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has collaborated with

Grammy Award-winning
Indian-American singer Falu
for a special song to promote
the benefits of millets and their
potential to alleviate world
hunger. The ‘Abundance in
Millets’ song, performed by
Mumbai-born singer-song-
writer Falguni Shah known
more by her stage name Falu
and her husband and singer
Gaurav Shah, is set for release
on June 16 across streaming
platforms.

The year 2023 has been
designated as the ‘International
Year of Millets’ after a propos-
al for it was brought forward by
India and endorsed by
Members of the UN’s Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) Governing Bodies, as
well as by the 75th Session of
the UN General Assembly.

“Prime Minister Modi has
written a song with me and my
husband Gaurav Shah,” Falu

told PTI ahead of the song’s
release. She said the song, writ-
ten in English and Hindi, will
be made accessible to every-
body and highlights the power
of millets. 

“Falu and Gaurav Shah
will release the track
‘Abundance in Millets’ featur-
ing the Honorable Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
June 16, 2023 in celebration of
the International Year of the
Millets. ‘Abundance in Millets’
was created to raise awareness
of the super grain as another
potential key to minimising

world hunger,” said a statement
on Falu’s website. “Abundance
in Millets” a song inspired by
PM @narendramodi ‘s propo-
sition to the @UN to declare
2023 as the International Year
of Millets. Honored to collab-
orate with him, write a song to
promote millets, help farmers
grow it & help end world
hunger,” Falu tweeted.

Responding to her tweet,
Prime Minister Modi wrote,
“Excellent effort @FaluMusic!
There is abundance of health
and well-being in Shree Ann or
millets. 
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Acontroversy erupted after
AAP leader and Delhi

Education Minister Atishi said
that while the number of bil-
lionaires had grown in India
between 2020 to 2022, the
number of hungry people in
India has gone by from 19 crore
in 2020 to 35 crores in 2022.
The BJP hit back at Atishi for
her comments and said that the
AAP Minister had moved from
“criticising the BJP to criticing
the country.” Taking a swipe at
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
as well as Atishi over their state-
ments abroad, Union Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on Friday
said their remarks need not be
taken seriously.

“We are told that India has
the largest number of growing
billionaires. That the number of
billionaires grew from 102 to
166 between 2020 to 2022. But
there is another figure that
also grew from 2020 to 2022
and that is the number of hun-
gry people in the country.
Those who do not have food,”

said Atishi while  addressing a
conference at the Cambridge
India Conference on ‘India at
100: Towards Becoming a
Global Leader,’ hosted y
Cambridge Judge Business
School.

The Delhi Minister fur-
ther pointed out that although
we are often told that India’s
Gross Domestic Products has
crossed the $3.5 trillion mark
and it is the fastest-growing G20
economy, the reality is more
worrying and requires imme-
diate attention. One key indi-
cator of the country’s situation
is the Human Development
Index, where India ranks 132
out of 191 countries. Several
smaller countries or countries

considered comparable to
India, such as Bhutan,
Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka,
have higher ranks in this index.

“It is often highlighted that
India has the largest number of
growing billionaires, with the
number increasing from 102 in
2020 to 166 in 2022. However,
another figure during this peri-
od is the number of hungry
people in the country, which
grew from 19 crores to 35
crores. This is alarming con-
sidering that India is the sec-
ond-largest producer of food in
the world. Despite this, it has
the largest number of mal-
nourished or undernourished
people, she added.

The Education Minister

further said, “While there is a
narrative of a growing and
shining India, there is also the
reality that 140 crores of peo-
ple in this country do not have
access to education, health-
care, nutrition, or employment.
The richest 1% of the country
owns 40% of India’s wealth,
while the bottom 50% of the
population owns only 3%.
Thus, while the GDP may be
growing, it is primarily bene-
fiting the richest, while the
majority of the population suf-
fers. This has led to situations
where people have to choose
between saving a family mem-
ber’s life through treatment or
their last available asset.”

She added that the NSS sur-
vey last year revealed that 17%
of the population had to make
catastrophic expenses to ensure
their family members received
treatment.

The BJP was quick to
respond and said Atishi had
joined Rahul Gandhi and “other
Opposition party leaders who
are criticising India.” BJP said in
its tweet that “some Opposition
leaders did not like India’s

progress and that the list of peo-
ple opposing the country was
only growing.”

“The people of Delhi and
the country will not forgive her
who went abroad and defamed
the country by presenting false
figures. This reflects her ideol-
ogy, her culture and her Marxist
thinking,” Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva said.

“The whole country wants
to know from Atishi that from
where she has brought the fig-
ure of 35 crore hungry people.
The leaders of the Aam Aadmi
Party, who call themselves
staunch patriots, have left no
stone unturned to embarrass
the country,” he said.  “The
entire opposition is not happy
with India moving forward.
First Rahul Gandhi and now
Atishi Marlena, the list of anti-
national propogandists is get-
ting longer,” he added.

Leader of Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri said that
AAP leaders are following
Rahul Gandhi. “Atishi did the
same thing which Rahul done
during his visit aboard. Actually,
AAPians are leftist,” he said.
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The impact of cyclone
Biparjoy, which made land-

fall Thursday evening at
Gujarat’s Jakhau port, was felt
in parts of Delhi and sur-
rounding areas as strong winds
and rains hit the national
Capital Friday afternoon. 

A sprightly shower accom-
panied by gusts of wind pro-
vided a much-needed succour
to the national capital which
had been reeling under swel-
tering heat for days. 

However mild, the rain
left several areas submerged in
water and traffic out of gear on
many stretches in Delhi.
Traffic was affected on the
NH-48 IGI Airport stretch
due to water-logging near the
Rangpuri intersection and also
on Captain Gaur Marg on the
stretch between Modi Mill and
Lajpat Nagar after an uproot-
ed tree obstructed the way, said
Delhi Traffic Police.

Kuldeep Srivastava, the
head of the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD)’s regional forecasting
centre, said Delhi witnessed
light rainfall under the influ-
ence of the cyclone, a fresh

western disturbance and mois-
ture-laden southwesterly winds
from the Arabian Sea which
will reach the capital after
crossing Rajasthan and south
Haryana.

However mild, the rain
left several areas submerged in
water and traffic out of gear on
many stretches in Delhi.
Visuals surfaced from parts of
Delhi, including Feroz Shah
Road, Kartavya Path, RK
Puram among other places
and some parts of Noida, show-
ing people embracing the rain
and enjoying the much-need-
ed break from the scorching
heat. 

A video on Twitter showed
a severely waterlogged flyover
in Ashram.
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Delhi University’s Vice
Chancellor Prof Yogesh

Singh on Friday said the con-
struction of the Delhi
University’s East Campus is
expected to start next year and
it is likely to be ready in 2026.
The Delhi University has sent a
proposal to the central govern-
ment for funding for the con-
struction of the East campus.

The university that cur-
rently has two campuses --
North and South -- had
announced expansion plans a
few years back. The plans envis-
aged the construction of East
and West campuses to introduce
more courses and a centre for
law.  It will not only help reduce
administrative burden on the
north and south campuses but
also spur higher education
opportunities in the region.

“The construction of the
East Campus will be begin in the
next eight months. The process
is underway. We have applied for

funding with the Government of
India,” Singh said. He added that
the aim is to develop the East
Campus on the lines of the
North and South campuses.

The vice chancellor said
construction of the East campus
is expected to be completed by
2026-end and “we are planning
to start law programmes there”.
The identified land is located
near the Karkardooma district
courts complex and is accessible
by both Blue and Red lines of
Delhi Metro.

On benefits of the expan-
sion, Singh said, “It will not only
provide more opportunities for
higher education but also help
manage administrative work.”

The Delhi University has
planned for the West Campus
in Roshanpura near Nagafgarh.
It had said that this will cater
to students hailing from rural
areas of Delhi and Haryana.
Singh, however, said that at pre-
sent, there are no plans for the
construction of the West
Campus.
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A day after the Mukherjee Nagar
coaching institute fire, harrowing

scenes of escape haunt the survivors,
flashing by before their eyes the
moment they lie down to go to sleep.
Brijesh Kumar, 22, a UPSC aspirant
from Bihar, was too traumatised to
sleep properly.

“I came here from Bihar in
February. I was in the class when the
incident happened. I have sinusitis and
was not able to breathe properly due
to the smoke. I sat on a chair with my
face covered. Later I came upon the
idea to rush to the terrace to escape the
fire. This is how I came out of the
building,” said Brijesh, one of the about
300-350 students who were taking a
class in the five-storey building which
caught fire Thursday.

“My family got to know about the
incident and gave me a call. I told them
I was fine. I was shivering and could
not sleep the whole night,” he said.
Students from the are held a protest till
6 am Friday demanding police to let
them inside the building.

Joginder Yadav, another 22-year-
old coaching student in Mukherjee
Nagar, said the students were demand-
ing to be let inside the building to
ensure none of their own was still
inside.

“A woman here Thursday evening
told us her neighbour in PG had been
missing since the incident. We also got
to know that the three rooms are still
locked,” Yadav said.  Concurring with
him, V M Jha, a student from Bihar
studying at another coaching centre,
wondered if there were no casualties
why were police not letting them go

inside the building.
“When there was nothing inside

the building, then why the author-
ities stationed 10 to 12 ambulances
here in the night? The locked rooms
should be opened. A girl who had
come from Bihar this week is miss-
ing since the incident,” Jha said.
Police at length allowed five people
to go inside the building. However,
Jha and other students alleged all of
them were locals and not students.

A woman, who was present at
the spot and refused to give her
name, said she was one of the five
people who went inside the build-
ing.  “The five of us were not
known to each other. When we
entered the ground floor, we saw
burnt electric wire and there was
also some smell. There were two
locked rooms on the first floor. We
went to all floors and saw items
strewn about. There is an office of
a chartered accountant on the fourth
floor which was closed,” she said.

Coaching institutes in
Mukherjee Nagar remained shut on
Friday. 
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The Delhi High Court on Friday
took suo motu cognisance of the

fire that broke out in a coaching cen-
tre in Mukherjee Nagar area here and
asked the authorities to examine the
safety status of such institutes in the
city.

A bench of Justices Jasmeet Singh
and Vikas Mahajan took note of a news
report of Thursday’s incident which
saw students of the coaching institute
smash windows and climb down ropes
in desperate attempts to escape.

Issuing notice in the matter, the
bench asked the Delhi Fire Service
Department to examine the fire safe-
ty certificate of all coaching centres in
the city and asked it, as well as the
Delhi Police, to state its stand.

Similarly, it also asked the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi to
look into the sanctioned building
plans of such establishments.

“Issue notice.. Counsel for Delhi
Police and Delhi Fire Services will
place their respective stands within two
weeks from today,” the court said.

Delhi government standing coun-

sel Santosh Kumar Tripathi said the
safety of students cannot be compro-
mised. The city government was also
represented by advocate Rishikesh
Kumar.  The court directed that the
matter be listed before a bench head-
ed by the high court chief justice on
July 3 for further directions.

In the fire incident, a few students
suffered minor injuries while climbing
down the building using ropes.  A pre-
liminary inquiry suggested that the fire
started from an electricity metre board
in the five-storey building, officials
said.

According to the police, around
250 students were attending classes at
the building -- Bhandari House -- at
the time of the incident.  The panic-
stricken students were seen climbing
down from the top floor of the build-
ing with the help of ropes as smoke bil-
lowed out of the windows.

Ropes on the other side of the
building were also used by the students
to come out of the premises. Some of
them were seen throwing down their
bags and helping one another.
Mukherjee Nagar is a coaching hub for
government job aspirants.
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The Delhi Public Works
Department (PWD) will

host an ‘Influencers’ Meet’ on
Saturday to raise awareness
among people about using and
protecting public spaces of the
newly streetscaped areas.
According to officials, as many
as 30 social media influencers
will assemble for Saturday’s
event and raise awareness
through their handles.

The Delhi government
has 1400 km of road under its
jurisdiction, while other roads
are under the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi and the
Delhi Development Authority.

The government has car-
ried out beautification of roads

that includes well-designed
pedestrian-friendly footpaths
for walkers, development of
green stretch through planta-
tions, creation of open air sit-
ting areas, cycle tracks, selfie
points, public facilities like
water ATMs, toilets and street
furniture, the officials said.

The PWD’s Streetscaping
division has connected with
various social media influ-
encers across Delhi. The agency
has invited the influencers and

their followers to witness the
streetscaped areas at Sri
Aurobindo Marg and under-
stand the need to preserve the
same, they said.

“Different stretches of
Delhi have been specifically
designed keeping in mind the
need for adequate spaces
required for pedestrians, avid
cyclists, or fitness enthusiasts,”
said Vinay Sheel Saxena,
Executive Engineer, Street
Scaping Division (PWD).
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Acting Speaker of Delhi
Assembly, Rakhi Birla and

MLA  Prakash Jarwal, a mem-
ber of the SC/ST Committee and
MLA on Friday demanded an
investigation against Special
Secretary (Vigilance and
Services) YVVJ Rajasekhar, of
demanding a bribe of 5 to 10
lakh rupees in exchange for a job
opportunity on compassionate
grounds from one Nakul
Kashyap.  

The AAP leaders  also
demanded the Delhi Police to
arrest Rajasekhar and provide
security to Nakul.

Explaining the sequence of
events, Birla, said that Nakul ‘s
father, an employee of the Health
Department of the Delhi
Government, had tragically
passed away while on duty.
“Left grappling with emotional
and financial hardships due to
his father’s demise,  Nakul
approached Rajasekhar’s office,
appealing for a job on compas-
sionate grounds to provide
much-needed support for his
family. Shockingly, the officer
demanded a bribe of 5 to 10 lakh
rupees in exchange for the job,
resorting to verbal abuse and
invoking derogatory caste-based
slurs when Nakul refused to
comply.
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Delhi Water Minister Saurabh
Bhardwaj wrote to Delhi

Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena urging him to
support Delhi Government’s
demand of additional raw water
allocation from Central
Government, governments of
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana.  In
his letter, he also urged Lt
Governor, who is the boss of the
Delhi Development Authority,
to provide NOC (no objection
certificates) from the authority
related to tubewells/lakes and
waterbodies to that water aug-
mentation projects can be com-
pleted.

Delhi has a deficit of near-
ly 300 MGD and the gap will
increase further due to upcom-
ing Central Government and
DDA policy of land pooling,
redevelopment projects and
other commercial develop-

ments. Delhi is dependent on
neighbouring States for avail-
ability of Drinking water
through Yamuna and Ganga.

“We have been continu-
ously following up with the
Governments of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh for water require-
ments of people of Delhi, how-
ever, there has been no positive
outcome. As Uttar Pradesh was
using its water for agricultural
needs the treated effluent would
have served their purpose.
However, after initial discussions
even this proposal was not
accepted by the Govt. of Uttar
Pradesh. We have not yet
received any support from the
Govt. of India, Govt. of Uttar
Pradesh or the Govt. of Haryana
in terms of additional raw water”,
Bharadwaj said in the letter. “You
are requested to use your good
office to get additional raw
water for the people of Delhi,” he
said.

Bharadwaj said DDA has

withdrawn the NOC given to
develop Bhalswa lake but also
withdrawn NOC for tube well
installation around the lakes.
DJB has proposed to install 150
tube wells around Bhalswa Lake
which is expected to augment
15-20 MGD of Drinking water.
DJB has also arranged 20 MGD
treated water from New
Coronation STP to replenish the
aquifer of Bhalaswa lake.

“DJB is facing similar issue
in getting permission for instal-
lation of tubewells from DDA.
DJB has been writing to DDA
regarding permission of tube-
wells on different land pockets
of DDA since Feb., 2023. These
stretches are scattered in differ-
ent parts of Delhi. Regular
reminders have been given in
the Month of March,2023-
June,2023. DJB has applied for
total 401 Tubewells but DDA has
provided permission for only
110 numbers so far,” reads the
letter.
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Complaints by citizens about
civic amenities in the

national Capital have increased
on issues ranging from sewerage,
waste management and air pol-
lution, the Praja Foundation in
‘The report on Status of Civic
Issues in Delhi, 2023,’ said on
Friday. The report aims to
understand growing problems of
solid waste management
(SWM), sewerage treatment,
air and water quality, that impact
Delhi’s climate change.

The report said rising con-
cerns have seen a 36% increase
in number of overall citizen
complaints from 3,30,099 in
2019 to 4,47,468 in 2022.
Notably, sewerage-related com-
plaints significantly rose by 75%,
escalating from 78,997 in 2019
to 1,38,545 in 2022.

Additionally, complaints
regarding ‘water contamination’
rose by 39% from 35,679 in 2019
to 49,492 in 2022. “The SWM

Rules 2016 by the Union
Government mandates effec-
tive collection and segregation of
waste at source.

However, there is a need for
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi(MCD) to improve - for
instance, although MCD claims
100% door-to-door collection,
complaints related to ‘garbage
not collected’ increased by 285%
from 1,068 in 2016 to 4,117 in
2022.

Moreover, there is a lack in
source segregation as the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC). SWM Action plan
states, as of February 2023, out
of the 250 wards, only 12 (5%)
wards are carrying out 100%
segregation at source.” said,

Milind Mhaske, CEO, Praja
Foundation.

“Along with the SWM Rules
2016, the National Institute of
Urban Affairs (NIUA) recom-
mends the Integrated Solid
Waste Management (ISWM)
system to reduce waste genera-
tion, process waste at source and
reduce waste sent to landfills.

However, in 2021-22, only
46% of the total waste generat-
ed was processed in MCD facil-
ities. Moreover, the waste sent to
MCD landfills increased from
51% in 2019-20 to 54% in 2021-
22.  To achieve the target of clear-
ing all landfill sites by December
2024, MCD should focus on
reducing amount of fresh waste
sent to landfill and explore
decentralised methods of waste
management.” added Mhaske.

Yamuna River is highly pol-
luted due to the large amounts
of untreated waste released
through municipal sewage and
various other industrial wastes
let out. 
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Ateam of the Dakshin
Haryana Bijli Vitran

Nigam Limited (DHBVN)
were allegedly attacked by a few
people in Dharampur village
during a drive against electric-
ity theft following which an FIR
was lodged at the local police
station, an official said of
Friday. 

According to a complaint
filed by Sub-Divisional Officer
Vikram Singh Parmar, the inci-

dent occurred on June 14 when
the team reached the residence
of one Sharma Kishore to check
the electricity connection as
part of the drive. 

“Kishore started abusing
the team and even threatened
to kill them. He also called a
few people of the village and
together beat up the members
of the DHCVN team and also
pelted stones at them. They
damaged a vehicle of the team
and warned them not to enter
the village in future,” Parmar
said in the complaint.
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The renaming of the Nehru
Memorial Museum and

Library Society in Delhi as the
Prime Ministers’ Museum and
Library Society has opened a new
battleground between BJP and
Congress leaders.

Located at Teen Murti
Bhavan, the museum’s name
change comes nearly a year after
the inauguration of the
Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya on
the same premises. Teen Murti
Bhavan was the official resi-
dence of India’s first Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru.

Congress leaders
Mallikarjun Kharge and Jairam
Ramesh accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the BJP of
attempting to diminish the con-
tributions of the country’s first
Prime Minister.

“Those who do not have any

history are trying to erase the his-
tory of others. The ill-fated
attempt to change the name of
the Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library cannot undermine
the legacy of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, the visionary architect of
modern India and a fearless
guardian of democracy,” tweet-
ed Kharge. 

He further criticised the
BJP-RSS (Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh), referring
to the BJP’s ideological mentor.

Mr. Ramesh took a dig at
PM Modi’s self-proclaimed title
of “Vishwaguru” (world teacher).
He tweeted, “What won’t Mr.
Modi do to distort, disparage,
and destroy the name and lega-
cy of the architect of the Indian
nation-state? A small, small man
burdened by his insecurities is
the self-styled Vishwaguru.”

The BJP defended the
renaming of the museum and

urged the Congress to refrain
from politicising the matter. BJP
chief JP Nadda dismissed the
Congress’s criticism as “a classic
example of political indigestion”
and emphasised the importance
of recognising leaders beyond a
single dynasty. He tweeted, “PM
Sangrahalaya is an effort beyond
politics, and Congress lacks the
vision to realise this.”

BJP MP Neeraj Shekhar
pointed out the Congress’s fixa-
tion on one dynasty and high-

lighted the inclusivity of PM
Modi in honouring Prime
Ministers from all political par-
ties. He tweeted, “My father,
former PM Chandra Shekhar ji,
always worked for national inter-
est. He even worked with
Congress, but they never looked
beyond one dynasty. Now, when
PM Narendra Modi honoured
Prime Ministers across party
lines, Congress is getting agitat-
ed. Horrible attitude.”

The BJP accused the

Congress of disrespecting its
own leaders who served as Prime
Ministers. BJP spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi stated that
despite not visiting the museum,
Congress leaders were making
baseless allegations. He highlight-
ed the improved showcasing of
Jawaharlal Nehru’s contributions
and achievements, as well as
those of his successors, using
advanced technology.

The decision to change the
name was made during a meet-
ing chaired by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, who serves as the
vice president of the society,
according to the Culture
Ministry. Mr. Singh welcomed
the name change proposal, stat-
ing that the institution now
highlights the contributions of all
Prime Ministers, from Nehru to
PM Modi, and how they
responded to the challenges of
their time. 
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Over 100 eminent academi-
cians, including Vice-

Chancellors and Directors from
prestigious institutions like JNU,
DU, IITs, IIMs, and several
Central and State universities,
have united to counter allega-
tions leveled against the
National Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT). 

This response comes in the
wake of criticism from a group
of academicians, led by politi-
cal scientist Yogendra Yadav,
who expressed dissatisfaction
with the inclusion of their
names in school education text-
books. The collective of acade-
micians has dismissed these
claims as “propaganda” aimed at
undermining the school educa-
tion system, which they have
actively contributed to over the
years.

In a joint statement signed
by 107 renowned academicians,
including representatives from
IIT, JNU, DU, Hyderabad
University, IIMs, and various
research institutions, it has been
asserted that false allegations
and misinformation are being
used to obstruct the imple-
mentation of the National
Education Policy (NEP 2020)
and disrupt the updating of
NCERT textbooks.

“Their demand that stu-
dents continue to study from
17-year-old textbooks rather
than updated textbooks in line

with contemporary develop-
ments and pedagogical
advancements reveals intellec-
tual arrogance. In their pursuit
of advancing their political
agenda, they are willing to put
the future of millions of children
in jeopardy across the country,”
the statement read.

The group of scholars who
have suggested changes in the
textbooks clarified that these
changes do not propose any sig-
nificant disruption to the exist-
ing domain of knowledge.
Instead, they rationalize the
course content to align with
contemporary knowledge
needs. Regarding the decision-
making process, the statement
argues that each new generation
has the right to make additions
or deletions to the existing
knowledge base.

The academicians support-
ing the NCERT’s textbook
updates highlighted that the
current committee followed a
thorough, liberal, democratic,
and ethical selection process.

They claim that the selection
process for authors this time was
more transparent and justified,
unlike previous times.

Addressing concerns about
academic freedom, pedagogic
integrity, and institutional pro-
priety, JNU Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit stated, “The Director of
NCERT has clarified that a rig-
orous process was followed to
maintain high standards with
regard to these issues. It is
widely known that the school
curriculum in India has not
been updated for nearly two
decades. The last update of
textbooks was undertaken in
2006. The current NCERT team
has been consistently working to
reduce the burden on students
and improve learning outcomes
by rationalizing the syllabus
and making the content relevant
to current needs.”

Other notable signatories to
the statement include Prof.
Dhananjay Singh, Member
Secretary of ICSSR; Prof. E.
Suresh Kumar, Vice-Chancellor
of The English and Foreign
Languages University,
Hyderabad, Shillong, and
Lucknow, who is also a Member
of UGC; Manoj Kumar Tiwari,
Director of NITIE Mumbai;
Prof. Sanjay Srivastava, Vice-
Chancellor of Mahatma Gandhi
Central University, Motihari,
Bihar; Prof. Shambhu Nath
Singh and Vice-Chancellor of
Tezpur Central University
among others.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to make history

as he leads a yoga session at the
United Nations (UN)
Headquarters on the ninth
International Day of Yoga, cele-
brated on June 21. The event is
expected to witness the partici-
pation of top UN officials,
envoys, and delegates from
Member States. In a tweet on Thursday, President of the 77th

session of the United Nations
General Assembly, Csaba
Korosi, expressed his anticipa-
tion for the event, stating, “I am
looking forward to participating
in the 9th International Day of
Yoga celebrations @UN with
Prime Minister
@NarendraModi at the UNHQ
North Lawn next week.” The
tweet was accompanied by a
photograph of Korosi with
Prime Minister Modi.

The International Day of
Yoga, established in December
2014 by the UN, aims to raise
global awareness about the
numerous benefits of yoga. As
part of the commemoration, an
advisory for the event extend-
ed a cordial invitation to join a
yoga session led by Modi.

This year marks a signifi-
cant milestone as Modi, who
proposed the idea of celebrating
International Yoga Day annual-
ly nine years ago at the UN
General Assembly, will be pre-
sent at the UN Headquarters for
the first time to lead the historic
yoga session. The session is
scheduled to take place from 8
AM to 9 AM on June 21 at the
spacious North Lawn of the UN
Headquarters. Notably, the
North Lawn is home to a bust
of Mahatma Gandhi, gifted by
India to the UN during the
country’s Presidency of the UN
Security Council in December
last year.

The yoga session is expect-
ed to draw the participation of
prominent individuals.
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The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI),

the central agency responsible
for road construction, has
launched an initiative to
enhance road safety by issuing
guidelines for rectifying acci-
dent-prone spots on National
Highways through the imple-
mentation of short-term mea-
sures. These short-term mea-
sures include the installation of
pedestrian facilities such as
zebra crossings with advance
warning signs, crash barriers,
railings, junction improve-
ments, solar lights/blinkers,
road signages, and the imple-
mentation of traffic calming
measures, among others.

As part of these guidelines,

NHAI Project Directors have
now been given the authority
to undertake rectification of
identified accident-prone spots
recommended by the respec-
tive State Police Chief or the
District Road Safety
Committee, with a budget of up
to Rs. 10 lakh per spot.

Road Ministry officials
explained that short-term mea-
sures exceeding Rs. 10 lakh and
up to Rs. 25 lakh will be dele-
gated to the Regional Office

concerned. “These financial
powers supplement the earlier
guidelines issued by the NHAI,
wherein Project Directors
could approve rectification of
black spots identified by the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MORTH)
through short-term measures,
with a budget of up to Rs. 25
lakh per black spot,” official
sources stated.

Additionally, procurement
for the necessary works can be

combined for various accident
spots within a single project.

While MORTH notifies
black spots on national high-
ways based on defined parame-
ters, NHAI has taken this
proactive step to rectify acci-
dent-prone spots through
short-term measures in addi-
tion to the black spots identi-
fied by MORTH, with the aim
of enhancing road safety and
improving convenience for
highway users.

“Improving safety on
National Highways is one of
NHAI’s top priorities, and the
organization is committed to
ensuring a safe, smooth, and
seamless travel experience for
all commuters,” stated an offi-
cial from the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MORTH)
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BJP  national president  Jagat
Prakash Nadda  is on two-

day visit to Tripura, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim  and  Assam
starting Friday night  where he
will participate in several pub-
lic  organisational programmes
and the party’s  ‘Sampark
Abhiyan’.

The BJP president will
meet various “distinguished
personalities” from Tripura
and Arunachal Pradesh under
the party’s  ‘Sampark Se
Samarthan’ Abhiyan and
address four public rallies
during this visit, according to
the BJP media head Anil
Baluni.

Nadda will also chair a
meeting of the BJP Legislature
Party at Golden Pagoda Resort,
Tengapani , in Arunachal
Pradesh. He will stay the night
at Golden Pagoda.

In Sikkim, Nadda will
address a rally and thereafter
leave for Assam and address
senior Karyakarta Sammelan at
Jorhat District Library. 

He will attend Tiffin
Baithak at BJP District Office at
Jorhat  and meet “four influen-
tial families” there  under the
party’s ‘Sampark Se Samarthan’
Abhiyan,’ said  the BJP state-
ment.
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With the armed forces
undergoing changes to

fight future conflicts jointly as tri-
services commands, the securi-
ty establishment proposes to
conduct common Annual
Confidential Reports (ACR) of
senior officers. At present, the
exercise is done separately by
each service.  The proposed
common report will enable
seamless cross service posting of

officers. The proposal that is like-
ly to be implemented in the next
three to four months will cover
officers of rank of Brigadier and
Major-General and their equiv-
alents in the Navy and IAF,
sources said here on Friday.  The
move comes in the backdrop of
the ongoing greater integration
and theaterisation of the Indian
armed forces.

With the senior officers from
the Army, Navy and IAF poised
to be posted to tri-service com-

mands for better synergy, oper-
ational readiness and cutting
down time and expenses, a need
was felt to synergise the appraisal
system to undertake tasks for tri-
services appointments, sources
said. Moreover, the common
ACR will be instrumental in
achieving commonality of pro-
cedures and assessments, and
contribute to the jointness and
integration of the armed forces.

It will also lead to better
identification and selection of

officers for tri-services appoint-
ments in the command, staff or
instructional channels, based on
their suitability, they added.

Incidentally, a similar inte-
gration decision was taken to
cross post about 40 officers of
Major and Lieutenant-Colonel
ranks in each service.  The step
was initiated to ensure the per-
sonnel understand each other’s
operational doctrine when it
comes to common weapon plat-
forms.
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The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) on Friday

announced that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
undertake separate state visits
to the United States (US) and
Egypt from June 20 to 25.

Modi’s visit to the US will
commence in New York,
where he will lead the celebra-
tions of the International Day
of Yoga at the headquarters of
the United Nations (UN) on
June 21. In December 2014, the
UN General Assembly had
adopted a resolution proclaim-
ing June 21 as the International
Day of Yoga.

“The Prime Minister will
thereafter travel to Washington
D.C., where he will receive a
ceremonial welcome at the
White House on June 22, and
meet President Biden to con-
tinue their high-level dialogue.
President Biden and First Lady
Dr. Jill Biden will host a State
dinner in honour of the Prime
Minister the same evening,” the
MEA said in a statement.

It said Prime Minister
Modi will address a joint sitting
of the US Congress on June 22
at the invitation of
Congressional leaders, includ-
ing Speaker of the House of
Representatives Kevin
McCarthy and Speaker of the
Senate Charles Schumer.

On June 23, the Prime
Minister will be jointly hosted
at a luncheon by US Vice-
President Kamala Harris and
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, according to the
MEA.

“In addition to the official
engagements, the Prime

Minister is scheduled to have
several curated interactions
with leading CEOs, profession-
als, and other stakeholders. He
will also meet members of the
Indian diaspora,” it said.

In the second leg of his
two-nation visit, Modi will
travel to Cairo to pay a state
visit to Egypt from June 24 to
25. The visit is at the invitation
of Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, the
President of Egypt, which he
extended to Modi in January
when he graced India’s
Republic Day celebrations as
chief guest. This will be Modi’s
first visit to Egypt as Prime
Minister.

“Apart from his talks with
President Sisi, the Prime
Minister is likely to interact
with senior dignitaries from
the Egyptian Government,
some prominent Egyptian per-
sonalities, as well as the Indian
community in Egypt,” the
MEA said.

“Relations between India
and Egypt are based on ancient
trade and economic linkages as
well as cultural and deep-root-
ed people-to-people ties,” it
said. During the state visit of
President Sisi to India in
January, it was agreed to elevate
the relationship between the
two countries to a strategic
partnership.

Meanwhile, reports from
Washington said Indian-
Americans are preparing for a
cultural extravaganza for
Prime Minister Modi.

He will address an invita-
tion-only gathering of diaspo-
ra leaders from across the
country at the Ronald Reagan
Building and International
Trade Center in Washington
on June 23.
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Aday after political clashes over fil-
ing of nominations claimed three
lives and a day after the Calcutta

High Court ordered immediate deploy-
ment of central forces to avoid further loss
of lives in the run up to the July 8 pan-
chayat elections, Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday slammed the
Opposition parties BJP, CPI(M) and the
Congress for joining hands to defame
Bengal by disturbing an otherwise peace-
ful poll process.

Reminding how 45 people had died
on a single day during the 2003 panchay-
at elections and how 39 people fell vic-
tim to violence in 2013 despite deploy-
ment of central forces, Banerjee, while
addressing a rally at Namkhana off
Sunderbans said, by far her Government
had not only seen the most peaceful nom-
inations but also as many as 2.31 lakh
including about 1.5 lakh Opposition can-
didates had filed their papers… making
it a record of sorts.

“Some people are shouting over
some stray incidents here and there to tar-
nish the image of Bengal … and that
hurts me no end … Had there been vio-
lence and had the Opposition been pre-
vented from filing their nomination

could they have filed 1.51 lakh papers in
five days,” Banerjee asked.

Incidentally her Trinamool Congress
has filed about 82,000 nominations in the
panchayat elections whereas the BJP has
given about 55 nominations. The CPI(M)
has filed 47.5 thousand leaving about
22,000 seats for its allies Congress,
Indian Secular Front, Forward

Bloc, RSP and CPI. There are about
74,000 seats in the three-tier panchayat
system for Gram Panchayat, Panchayat

Samity and Zilla Parishad.
Out of these the TMC has already

won about a dozen boards uncontested.
Out of these the Joypur board in
Bankura district where both the MP and
MLA seat is held by the BJP and Parui
board in Birbhum are worth mention-
ing.

Apparently conscious about the rise
of the CPI(M) and the Congress both at
the cost of the TMC and the BJP in many
areas the Chief Minister picked on the

Left-Congress alliance apart from the BJP
wondering, “What used to happen dur-
ing the CPI(M) rule … we have freed
Bengal from the Red violence … what has
been happening in the Congress-ruled
States … I must not be forced to open my
mouth but it is clear that the Congress
which is the B-Team of the BJP has now
tied up with the Left to once again dis-
turb Bengal … but the Trinamool will not
let that happen till the people of this State
are with us.”
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Taking a strong note of the ongoing pre-pan-
chayat poll violence Bengal Governor CV

Ananda Bose on Thursday said “I can assure the
people of Bengal that violence will be the first
victim in this election and violence will be
silenced permanently under the Constitution and
the law of the land.”

Extensively touring for more than two hours
the violence-hit lanes and by-lanes of Bhangar
a few miles east of Kolkata, and taking cog-
nizance of how bombs were hurled even at the
media persons covering Thursday’s skirmish,
Bose said, “It is also revolting that the media is
also under attack by the hooligans,” adding “at
any cost violence will be eradicated and made
first casualty of these panchayat elections … no
one howsoever high and mighty … will be
allowed to take law into their hands … miscre-
ants and those who flaunt muscle power will be
brought to book and shown their due place
behind the bars.” The Governor’s irate statements
came in tandem with a letter written by Bengal
BJP president Sukanta Majumdar to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah seeking immediate

intervention in the state of affairs in the State.
Bose’s statement came almost in tandem

with Bengal BJP president Sukanta Majumdar’s
plea to Shah seeking his intervention in the vio-
lence-hit State. Referring to the violence-relat-
ed deaths at Bhangar and Chopra in North
Dinajpur district, Majumdar sought Shah’s
“immediate intervention and proactive measures
to redress,” the situation in Bengal.

The Governor’s visit to Bhangar coincided
with recovery of seven drums of bombs stacked
away inside an abandoned Government enclo-
sure a few metres from the Bhangar police sta-
tion, sources said.
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The political battle between
the Congress and the BJP

has intensified over the issue of
the anti-conversion law in
Karnataka. The BJP has threat-
ened to hold “massive protests”
across the State unless the
Congress Government with-
draws its decision to repeal the
law that was passed by the saf-
fron party last year.

BJP national general secre-
tary CT Ravi said the ‘’conver-
sion mafia” in Karnataka
“ensures that the anti-Hindu
Congress repeals the anti-con-
version law brought in by the
@BJP4Karnataka government.”

“Congress is the new
Muslim League and it will go to
any extent to hurt Hindus”, Ravi
alleged.

With an eye on the Lok
sabha polls, the two parties
have engaged in heated debates
on several politically-sensitive
matters, including the revision
of textbooks in the State.
Karnataka’s Animal Husbandry
Minister, K Venkatesh, had pre-

viously indicated that the cow
slaughter law passed by the pre-
vious BJP-led Government
would be re-evaluated by the
current Congress Government.

Demanding the withdraw-
al of the anti-conversion law, the
BJP has called for widespread
protests throughout the State.
The warning comes after the
Karnataka Cabinet announced
plans to introduce a Bill to that
effect during the forthcoming
legislative session commencing
on July 3.

Accusing the Congress
Government of pushing Karna-
taka back into the “Tipu Sultan
era” senior BJP leader and for-
mer Minister R Ashoka stated,
“After Congress came to power
in Karnataka, it appears that the
foundation has been laid for the
beginning of the Tipu era once
again. Congress has decided to
become the brand ambassador
for religious conversion.”

The BJP plans to stage
protests both inside and outside
the Assembly, with a meeting
scheduled for June 19 to discuss
the matter. He further claimed
that a significant number of

Hindus, ranging from 30 to 40
lakhs, had allegedly been forcibly
converted or enticed through
inducements like money, love
jihad, and promises of medical
treatment.
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The 16th Session of the Con-
ference of the Parties (CoP)

to the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities
(COSP16), held from June 13 to
15 in New York saw India high-
lighting the importance of a clear
and comprehensive definition of
the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons With Disabi-
lities (CRPD) for ensuring effec-
tive implementation at the grass-
roots level.

Justice Arun Mishra, Chair-
person of the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) in
India, actively voiced this con-
cern during the 3rd Roundtable
on Implementation of CRPD as
part of the CoP meeting in New
York. Justice Mishra emphasised
that although the CRPD incor-
porates the concept of reason-
able opportunity, there is a lack
of clarity when it comes to its
practical implementation.
Mishra called for a proper def-
inition of the convention to
ensure its effective execution and
realization of rights for people
with disabilities.

He emphasised that the
opportunities for employment
should not be denied by pre-
scription of any kind of disabil-
ities; full opportunity should be
afforded to ensure need-based
distributive justice.

Discrimination in adoption
must come to an end. Physical,
mental, and emotional stability
needs to be defined. Also the
concept of severe disability
should be properly defined
along with the circumstances to
take the consent of guardians etc
for surgery to avoid its misuse,
said Justice Mishra.

Giving a brief insight into
the legal provisions in India for
the protection of the Rights of
disabled people, Justice Mishra
said that the standards for acces-
sibility have been defined in
India’s The Rights of Persons
with Disabilities, RPWD Act,
2016. 

“Now the challenge is to cre-
ate awareness. Disabled are
called specially-abled to provide
them dignity and improve their
mindset. Preparation of educa-
tion and other material for the
primary to secondary level edu-
cation in sign language, audio-
visual mode, print, and electron-
ic media is being focused upon.”
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Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of
Education, Skill Development and

Entrepreneurship on Friday told future man-
agers to become wealth creators and con-
tribute to the economic development of the
country.

Addressing a gathering of eminent
academicians and graduating students on
the occasion of 6th Convocation Ceremony
of Indian Institute of Management (IIM),
Jammu, he Union said, “This is the begin-
ning of a new chapter of your life. Be ready
for the challenges. Don’t remain in your
comfort zone. You must not only look for-
ward to becoming job creators but aspire to
become wealth creators and contribute to
the economic development of the country”.

Pradhan told the graduating students,
“The responsibility of our great nation, this
entire human civilization rests on the
shoulders of the youth. Under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
progressive education system and the
future-oriented IT reforms are paving the
strong foundation for the better future of the
younger generation.”

The Lt Governor Manoj Sinha in his
speech said, “India is emerging as a new
knowledge economy on the world horizon
and it is growing at an exponential pace.
Transformational work in every sector dri-
ving the nation on the path to become a
powerhouse”.

Dr Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of
State, said the passing out students today are
privileged to be the graduates and post grad-
uates in the era, under the leadership of
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi.

You are among the earliest beneficiaries
of NEP 2020 and will be the celebrators of
century India in 2047, which comes with
both challenges and responsibilities. Now,
it depends on you how to tackle the chal-
lenges and discharge your responsibilities,
said the Union MoS.
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Australia on Friday appoint-
ed Philip Green as the next

envoy to New Delhi. He will
replace present incumbent Barry
O’Farrell, Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong annou-
nced. Green was most recently
Australia’s ambassador to
Germany. “The Australia-India
relationship has never been
closer. Australia and India share
perspectives, challenges and a
democratic heritage,” Wong said,
announcing Green’s appoint-
ment.

“We are working together,
through our Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership and as
Quad partners, to promote a
peaceful, stable and prosperous
Indo-Pacific region, where sov-
ereignty is respected,” the For-
eign Minister said. Green has
previously served as Australia’s
High Commissioner to Singap-
ore, to South Africa, and to
Kenya.
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Arecent analysis of global
health data from 2000 to

2021 has revealed that deaths
resulting from sickle cell anemia
are 11 times higher than indicat-
ed by mortality data sources
alone, as the vast majority of chil-
dren in developing countries go
undiagnosed and untreated for
this genetic blood disorder. The
study, conducted by researchers,
sheds light on the urgent need for
improved diagnosis and treat-
ment of sickle cell anemia world-
wide. India, known for having the
second-highest global prevalence
of the disorder, is taking proac-

tive measures to address this
issue. The country is in the
process of launching the Sickle
Cell Disease Mission with the
goal of curbing the disease by
2047. Shockingly, in India, 1 in 86
births are affected by Sickle Cell
Disease (SCD). The tribal popu-
lation residing in India’s southern,
central, and western states is
particularly vulnerable to the
condition, according to esti-
mates. The research, published in
The Lancet Haematology journal,
is part of the Global Burden of
Disease 2021 study coordinated
by the Institute for Health Metrics
and Evaluation (IHME) at the
University of Washington’s School

of Medicine.
Findings from epidemiolog-

ical models demonstrate that the
“total mortality burden” of sick-
le cell disease in 2021 amounted
to 373,000 deaths, significantly
higher than the 34,600 deaths
attributed solely to sickle cell dis-
ease. This increase was particu-
larly prominent in South Asia and
sub-Saharan Africa, where fatal-
ity figures were 67 times higher
and nine times higher, respective-
ly. Sickle cell disease emerged as
a leading cause of mortality
among children under 5 years
old, as well as in youth aged 5-14
years and adults aged 15-49
years. The study reported that

half a million babies were born
with sickle cell disease in 2021,
with 79% of these cases occurring
in sub-Saharan Africa.

The research also highlight-
ed the underdiagnosis of sickle
cell disease, which not only
increases the risk of infection but
also contributes to deaths caused
by conditions such as stroke,
heart problems, kidney prob-
lems, and pregnancy complica-
tions. In some cases, healthcare
professionals may not even be
aware of a patient’s sickle cell dis-
ease or the potential complica-
tions associated with it, leading to
a failure to attribute the disease
as a cause of death.
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Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar

on Friday said the entire State
Cabinet has been called to New
Delhi by Congress president M
Mallikarjun Kharge for a meet-
ing with the party top
brass.They are also likely to
meet a host of Central
Ministers separately during
the visit to discuss various State
projects, he said, and did not
rule out the possibility of him
and Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah meeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. There are
reports that Siddaramaiah has
sought an appointment with
the Prime Minister.

Not giving any direct
answer regarding him and the
Chief Minister meeting the
Prime Minister during the
visit to the national Capital,
Shivakumar merely stated,
“We are in a federal structure.
All have to work together.”
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English has evolved
from a global language
to a critical 21st centu-

ry skill. Proficiency in
English opens doors to
countless opportunities,
empowering individuals to
compete, access internation-
al education, and thrive in
the knowledge-based global
job market. Fluency in
English is now a prerequisite
for many positions.
Mastering this language has
become a necessity in today's
interconnected world. This is
evident by the findings of the
Michael & Susan Dell
Foundation and consulting
firm Sattva’s report, which
states that English profi-
ciency is a ‘must have’ for 73
per cent of job roles.
Sustainable Employment
and Career Advancement

Proficiency in English
unlocks a multitude of ben-
efits. It enables individuals to
communicate effectively
with colleagues, clients and
stakeholders from different
cultural and linguistic back-
grounds, fostering collabora-
tion and expanding business
horizons. Moreover, English
proficiency empowers pro-
fessionals to access global
resources.

English proficiency also
plays a pivotal role in career
advancement. It provides
individuals with the confi-
dence and ability to present
their ideas persuasively, par-
ticipate in meetings and
negotiations and demon-
strate leadership qualities.
Additionally, English fluen-
cy enhances critical thinking
and problem-solving skills,
enabling professionals to
navigate complex challenges.
Aligns International
Workbenches

English is imperative to
align international work-
benches because it is the
most widely spoken lan-
guage. It is the language of
international business, sci-
ence and technology. As a
result, it is the language of
choice for communication
and collaboration between
people from different coun-
tries. 

Consolidating the argu-
ment, ‘English at Work:
Global Analysis of Language
Skills in the Workplace’
reported in 2016 that 64% of
employers in India offer bet-
ter packages to applicants
with quality English com-
munication skills. 

In addition, English pro-
ficiency serves as a gateway
to valuable skilling resources.
Many educational programs,
online courses and profes-
sional certifications are
offered in English, providing
individuals access to cutting-
edge knowledge and skill
development opportunities.
Soft Skills and Technical
Know-How

English has been global-
ly proven and accepted as a
compulsory skill of this cen-
tury and potentially of many
industrial evolutions to
come. Hence, augmenting
learners at the university
level with English language
acquisition abilities is a cru-
cial step to engendering a
professional paradigm with
job-ready individuals. 

Although, the lingering
gap is a matter of deep
review. As far as adult edu-
cation is concerned, higher
educational institutes may

need a profound re-analysis
of new-age industry needs. 

Another pertinent
method to forge equity in the
working tier of India is for
multinational corporations
to equip their employees
with sharp English language
skills by adopting Learning
& Development interven-
tions. Technology and digi-
tal innovations can lead to
personalised, scalable, and
well-targeted results to
accomplish the same.  
Better English, Better
Business

English is a global cata-
lyst of business acumen and
personal success. A pre-req-
uisite for high-end employ-
ment, English is declared as
the official language of com-
munication by many corpo-
rations. Multinationals are
vibrant spaces with linguis-
tic, cultural, economic, polit-
ical and social diversity. The
professional population
needs to be armed with
marketable English language
capabilities and essential soft
skills to qualify for a global-
ly hyper-connected work
forum. 

(The writer is CEO, of
Burlington Group of

Companies, Asia Pacific)
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because of which he became the Chief
Minister. There is no point for
Prameshwara to go back to 2013.

It is the leadership quality that always
matters to head a government. In undi-
vided Uttar Pradesh, Kanshi Ram, a
Dalit leader, founded BSP. Mayawati who
is also a Dalit leader, established her
supremacy and could not be sidelined on
the ground that she is Dalit. If Dr
Parameshwar wants to realise the dream
of a Dalit on the post of Chief Minister
in Karnataka, he has to take the risk of
forming his party. .

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru

������������������
Sir — As per reports, the bungalow at
Kongba in Imphal belonging to Union
Minister of State for External Affairs RK
Ranjan Singh was set on fire by a mob on
Thursday night and destroyed to show
their anger against the Central government.
Two days after the sharpest escalation of
violence in the state resulted in nine peo-
ple being shot dead and another 10 being
injured, a mob burned down two houses
as skirmishes broke out between demon-
strators and security officials in Imphal on

Thursday. The sameday, a hapless Chief
Minister N Biren Singh stated that the gov-
ernment is holding conversations at all lev-
els and gave the assurance that those
responsible for the violence would face con-
sequences. The governor has constituted
a peace committee and consultation with
peace committee members will start. Over
100 people have died and 310 have been
injured as a result of recent ethnic violence
in Manipur between the Meitei and Kuki
communities. Army and paramilitary
personnel have been sent in as a response
to restore order in the state. The fighting
first broke out on May 3 after the hill dis-
tricts organised a "Tribal Solidarity
March" to protest the Meitei communi-
ty's desire for Scheduled Tribe (ST) des-
ignation. The majority of Meiteis, who
make up around 53% of Manipur's pop-
ulation, reside in the Imphal Valley.
Another 40% of the population is made
up of the Naga and Kuki tribes, who live
in the hill districts. With this Manipur is
burning under the present regime. 

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai 

�� �!������!�������"
Sir — From the United Nations to non-
governmental organisations and other
non-profit organisations working for the
welfare of refugees, they must have
rejoiced at the announcement by the Greek
government, according to which the
Greek government has set up an interna-
tional naval base off the country's south-
west coast. Three days of national mourn-
ing have been declared for the 79 people
killed in a ship accident in the waters. Is
the government of Greece hurt by this
accident? Do they have so much sympa-
thy for refugees? So will Greece give shel-
ter to all the illegal refugees who have sur-
vived the accident? It's all a show. All
European countries like France, Britain,
Italy, Germany, Portugal etc. have made
strict laws to not allow illegal immigrants
inside their territories. If the law was not
strict, then the refugees would not have to
travel thousands of miles by sea, risking
their lives. In February, more than 100 peo-
ple, including children, were killed when
a boat capsized off southern Italy.
Thousands of men, women and helpless
children die in such accidents every year. 

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur 

#� �"� ��#�������
Sir — Sometimes caste and community
matter for parties to climb up the ladder
of power. Karnataka Home Minister Dr
G Parameshwara has been now lament-
ing for missing the opportunity to become
Chief Minister. He was mum when the
tussle for chief ministership was going on
between Siddaramaiah and DK
Shivakumar. Parameshwara, a Dalit leader,
did not stake his claim for chief minister-
ship. Now he has been crying over the spilt
milk one month after the election result
came out and after Siddaramaiah has set-
tled as Chief Minister for the second time.
Cry for ‘dalit CM’ in Karnataka Congress
starts when there is no vacancy. Congress
came to power in 2013 under the presi-
dency of Parameshwara. Even then it was
the writ of Siddaramaiah, a migrant
from JDS, that ran large over Shivakumar
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Arthaniti (The Economics of
Fundamentalism in
Bangladesh), delivered on
May 21, 2005, Professor Abul
Barkat of Dhaka University
stated that fundamentalists
used their political and eco-
nomic power to place militant
and communally-oriented
members in strategic locations
in government and NGOs.
The ill-disguised military dic-
tatorships of Zia-ur Rahman
and HM Ershad that promot-
ed Islamist fundamentalism
during their and their proxies’
rule from 1975 to 1991, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party’s
government with Begum
Khaleda Zia as prime minis-
ter, which came to power in
1991 with the support of the
fundamentalist Jama’at-e-
Islami Bangladesh (now rein-
carnated as Bangladesh
Jamaat-Islami), filled the
administration with their sup-
porters as well those of the
fundamentalist Islamists they
courted. It was the same with
the BNP-Jama’at coalition
government that ruled
Bangladesh from 2001 to
2006. These elements have to
be wrinkled out.

Since the 2016 attack,
efforts by the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police’s Counter
Terrorism and Transnational
Crime Unit, as well as Rapid
Action Battalion’s (RAB) cam-
paign in the countryside, has
led to the liquidation of sev-

eral terrorists and terrorist
hideouts. The former, partic-
ularly, has been building up
special counter-terrorism
expertise. Intelligence gather-
ing has improved. There,
however, is still considerable
scope for improvement.

In Bangladesh, its criti-
cality has been enhanced by
three factors. First, terrorist
outfits remain. The latest to
emerge is the Jamatul Ansar
Fil Hindal Sharqiya (JAFHS),
formed by former members
of three banned militant
organizations: Ansar Al
Islam, Neo-Jama’at-ul
Mujahideen Bangladesh, and
Harkat-ul-Jihad-al Islami
Bangladesh. The group,
active since 2017, adopted its
current name in 2019. It has
been forging links with other
terrorist organisations since
then. In February 2023, RAB
arrested 17 personnel of the
JAFHS and three members of
the Kuki-Chin National
Front and recovered rifles,
bomb-making equipment
and other weapons. 

Second, Islamist terrorists
have been using the Internet
and social media to win
recruits and spread their fun-
damentalist doctrines.
Bangladesh had 35 lakh
Internet users in 2008.
According to the Bangladesh
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Regulatory Commission, the
number was 12.61 crore in

March 2023. A report in
Prothom Alo cites a report
released by Facebook’s parent
company Meta stating that at
least two billion people in
Bangladesh logged into
Facebook at least once a day
during December 2022.

Third, a keen watch has
to be kept on the camps of
Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar, particularly those
close to Teknaf, the river that
constitutes the Bangladesh-
Myanmar border. As Eric
Hoffer’s insightful work, The
True Believer, shows, crimi-
nals often tend to join funda-
mentalist mass movements in
search of redemption and
honourable images.
According to reports, the
Rohingya Solidarity
Organisation has cooperated
with the JMB on weapons
and explosives training.

Finally, the fight against
Islamist terrorism is funda-
mentally ideological. Hence,
besides cleansing education-
al bodies, it is important to
establish firm governmental
control over the quality of
madrasas which teach around
1.4 million students in
Bangladesh. Many of these
have been set up by the
Jama’at and its front organi-
sations and are the breeding
grounds of terrorists.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The

views expressed are personal)
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On the face of it, any
talk of Islamist ter-
rorism posing a
threat to
Bangladesh or the

latter becoming a global staging
ground for it appears absurd.
Things have been improving
since the savage terrorist strike
at the Holey Artisan Bakery in
Dhaka on July 1, 2016, which left
20 persons (guests at the eatery),
all five of the terrorists, two
police officers and two members
of the bakery’s staff, dead.
According to South Asia
Terrorist Portal’s Datasheet
Bangladesh, from 132 in 2016,
the number of deaths—includ-
ing those of civilians, members
of security forces and terrorists
— from terrorism-related inci-
dents declined to one in 2021
before rising to 18 in 2022 and
53 until June 11, 2023.

Though representing a rising
trend, the figures since 2022 are
lower than that in 2016. This has
resulted from strong action taken
by Bangladesh’s present Awami
League government led by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. In its
Bangladesh Mutual Evaluation
Report, October 2016, the
Asia/Pacific Group on Money
Laundering (APG) says,
“Bangladesh has made signifi-
cant progress since the last
Mutual Evaluation Report
(MER) in 2009, reflecting polit-
ical commitment and leadership
on AML (Anti-Money
Laundering) /CFT (Countering
Financing of Terrorism).” It
states, “Inter-agency work to
assess TF (Terror Funding) risks
shows strengths, but more work
is needed to assess foreign TF
threats, to further assess ML”. It
also says that at operational lev-
els “coordination and coopera-
tion occur to a varying degree
although recent reforms have
sought to address identified
issues, particularly between law
enforcement agencies (LEAs).”

The Bangladesh govern-
ment’s efforts to cleanse the
educational institutions of those
aligned with Islamist terrorist
groups have been successful in
some measure. It needs to be
continued and extended to other
areas. In Dr Abdul Gafur,
Memorial Lecture titled
Bangladesh Moulabader
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[The writer is a BJP
MLA from Lucknow,

Ex-Joint Director of ED
and a practising

lawyer]

PPublic Interest Litigation (PIL)
was introduced in Indian
jurisprudence in the 1970s.
Justice Bhagwati of the
Supreme Court, who is consid-

ered the father of PILs, had imagined it
to act as a noble legal concept for pro-
viding access to justice for the poor and
marginalized. Technically a PIL is the
power that is given to the public by the
court via judicial activism. However, the
party that introduced the PIL needs to
prove the intent behind it. The party
needs to show that the PIL affects the
public at large and that a particular case
isn’t just some random litigation for per-
sonal gain or a case to solve any person-
al agitations.

Essentially, the concept of PILs was
introduced to enable individuals or
groups to file lawsuits on behalf of the
“public interest”. Since its introduction,
there have been notable instances where
PIL has been an important tool for social
change in India and has been used to
address a wide range of issues, including
environmental protection, human rights,
and corruption. However, a more dom-
inant trend has taken hold, and “public
interest” is now being substituted for ‘pri-
vate’ and ‘political’ interests.

No matter how much progress PILs
have brought to the Indian Judicial sys-
tem, we cannot unsee the flip side of the
coin at any cost as PILs are being abused
a lot nowadays. Many PIL activists in
India have been using the PILs as a handy
tool for harassing the judicial system.

To counter the misuse of PILs, in
2010, the Supreme Court issued guide-
lines for filing PILs, which included the
requirement of the petitioner to disclose
their identity, the source of funding, and
the reason for filing the PIL. However,
despite these measures, PIL Petitioners
have devised new ways to flout these
guidelines, by making filings through
proxy representatives and by maintain-
ing ostensible albeit not real degrees of
separation. These motivated PILs often
target government officials or other
powerful individuals to harass and intim-
idate them or to derail important govern-
ment initiatives.

GLARING EXAMPLES
In 2018, the Supreme Court dis-

missed a PIL which demanded a probe
by a Special Investigative Team (SIT) into
the death of BH Loya, a Judge presiding
over the Central Bureau of Investigation
Special Court in Mumbai. He was hear-
ing one of the most high-profile cases in
the country, involving the allegedly
staged encounter killing of Sohrabuddin
Sheikh in 2005. The case had obvious
political overtones in as much as the
prime accused in the case was the pre-
sent Home Minister of India. 

Again, in 2016, a PIL was filed in the
Supreme Court of India challenging the
appointment of a new Chief Justice of the
country. The PIL was filed by a group of
lawyers who alleged that the appointment
was unconstitutional. In 2022, a PIL was
filed in the Supreme Court of India chal-
lenging the government’s decision to
increase the price of fuel. The PIL was
filed by a group of economists who
alleged that the increase was unconsti-
tutional and would hurt the poor.
Ultimately this too was dismissed on the
ground that Courts cannot interfere in
policy or economic matters.

Most recently, in the wake of
the killing of former MP and
gangster Atique Ahmed, a PIL
was filed seeking a probe and the
constitution of an independent
expert committee to investigate
the event. PILs such as this try to
enter the waters of policing and
policy, which the courts are not
necessarily competent or required
to venture into.  

NEED FOR SAFEGUARDS
PILs are now rarely used by

those they initially sought to pro-
tect – that is, the marginalised.
Instead, it is used as yet another
tool to influence the power and
political dynamics, draining both
Courts and the people and orga-
nizations targeted through these
PILs. These PILs can hurt the
democratic process and can make
it more difficult for the govern-
ment to function effectively. Most
shockingly, a recent survey reveals
that the number of PILs being
filed has nearly quadrupled in the
last three years alone.

This amplifies the need to
revisit the guidelines to control
frivolous and motivated PILs. A
few suggestions are as under:
● One way to counter these

issues is to simply make it
more difficult to file PILs – for
example, more attention
should be paid to the PILs filed
by a registered organization
that represent a vast number of
people and simultaneously
limit be imposed on PILs filed
by an individual, which most-
ly are like proxy filings. This
would help to ensure that PILs
are only filed by groups that
have a legitimate interest in the
issue at stake.

● Secondly, upon admission –
the Courts could consider
necessarily substituting the
Petitioner and instead appoint-
ing an amicus curia to aid the
Court on the issues involved.

● Thirdly, The Press should also
be directed to not publicise the
name of the Petitioner in any
manner.

● Another solution could be to
make it more expensive to file
PILs.The courts should require
that a filing fee be paid when
a PIL is filed. This would help
to discourage frivolous litiga-
tions.

● The number of Petitions that
can be filed by a Petitioner
should also be limited in some
manner.

● Moreover, guidelines should
be laid down that PILs be
decided on a time-bound
basis. This will help to prevent
the misuse of PILs to delay
important government initia-
tives and policies or to harass
government officials.

● Another suggestion is for the
Supreme Court to not enter-
tain PILs directly – and neces-
sarily require adjudication on
any PIL to be first done at the
level of the High Court. This
will ensure that if and when
the matter does reach the
Supreme Court, it would have
the benefit of the decision of
the High Court on the issue. 
Recently, an effective tactic

being adopted by Courts is high-
er penalties where PILs are found
to be frivolous. For example, in
June 2022, a Supreme Court
Bench ordered the litigant in a PIL
to deposit a penalty of Rs. 18
Lakhs, being Rs. 1 Lakh for each

of the 18 minutes of the Court’s
time spent on hearing the patent-
ly absurd and frivolous petition.
Although the Court eventually
reduced the penalty to Rs. 2
Lakhs, the attitude of the Court
revealed the Court’s awareness
and distaste towards such appar-
ent exploitation of legal process-
es.

Although the PIL took birth
as a noble concept to provide
access to justice to the vulnerable
sections of society, it is increasing-
ly being used as a tool for vested
interests to pursue political agen-
das and harass those in power. It
is evident that the misuse of PILs
adversely affects the democratic
process, and undermines the
credibility of the judicial system.
Recent years have seen examples
of such abuse and exploitation of
the PIL, which should serve as a
deterrent to prevent similar inci-
dents in the future. If used in the
correct manner and for the right
causes, PIL can prove to be an
asset to the people. New ways and
methods should be formulated to
sieve out frivolous petitions so
that justice is served fairly and
well within time. The existing
guidelines have unfortunately
failed to act as a strong deterrent
to the misuse of PILs and there is
a need to strengthen the existing
safeguards. There is a need now,
more than ever, to revisit these
guidelines and implement strong,
stringent measures to ensure that
PILs are only filed for genuine
causes, and not for political or
ulterior purposes. By doing so, we
can help to ensure that PILs con-
tinue to be an effective tool for
social change and not a weapon
for political gain.
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What has happened
before-can it hap-
pens again? The

answer is -undoubtedly yes,”
said Nani Palkhivala, the last
word in democracy. This was
during a speech delivered by
the legendary lawyer during
the 20th anniversary of the
Emergency, the 21-month-
long darkest period in the
country’s political history
when the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi subverted the
democratic process as well as
the Constitution and jailed all
the dissident leaders of both
the Opposition and the Ruling
parties. Indira wanted to derail
the Allahabad High Court
verdict that disqualified her
from the membership of Lok
Sabha and unseated her as
Prime Minister for violating
the Election Commission rules

and the Prevention of
Corruption Act. For 21
months, there was no media
freedom in India. Censoring
officers in all newspaper estab-
lishments to scrutinize and
clear news for publications.
The emergency culminated
with the defeat of the Indian
National Congress and Indira
Gandhi in the 1977 General
Election. 

Though persons like
Indira and her servile Om
Mehta (the then minister of
home) are still fresh in the
minds of the people, how
many among us remember Raj
Narain (the giant killer who
defeated Indira in her home
turf of Rae Bareli as well as in
the Allahabad High Court) or
Jai Prakash Narayan (JP), the
person who launched “Total
Revolution” against corrup-

tion, favouritism and nepo-
tism. Is the new generation
being taught about the life and
times of JP? Exactly a fortnight
before the 48th anniversary of
Emergency (11, June 2023 to
be precise) M V Govindan, the
physical education teacher-
turned- CPI(M) State secre-
tary, warned the media from
writing anything against his
party and its frontal organiza-
tion Students Federation of
India (SFI). What annoyed
Govindan was the boldness
shown by a section of the
Kerala media in bringing to
light the massive irregularities
employed by a prominent
leader of the SFI who managed
to pass the post-graduate
degree examinations without
writing them while another
youth leader succeeded in fur-
nishing fake degree certificates

as well as experience certifi-
cates to get the job of a lectur-
er in a government-run col-
lege. 

The reporters who filed
the reports as well as the news
readers who read the news
have been listed as accused in
the FIR filed by the Kerala
Police. This is happening at a
time when the all-India secre-
tary of the party was lambast-
ing the Modi Government for
unleashing vendetta against
media personalities who do
not toe their line of thought. 

A couple of months ago,
the Police vandalized the
offices of “Crime”, an investiga-
tive publication that “broke”
reports about high-level cor-
ruption happening in the State.
Nandakumar, the editor and
proprietor of the publication
was subjected to physical tor-

ture of the highest order.
The computers in which

he had filed the details of the
information were destroyed
and he was assaulted and
imprisoned. The Kerala High
Court had to intervene to get
him released from jail. This is
the situation in a State ruled by
a secular, democratic front
that stands for a renaissance in
all fields. 

Elsewhere in the country,
things are not different. The
Jantar Mandar gathering of
sports personalities is no dif-
ferent. When people do not get
a fair deal from the govern-
ment and when justice is
denied to them, it is natural for
them to come out protesting to
express their indignation.
Ignoring such protests is at the
peril of the government itself.

Indira Gandhi did not

have to declare National
Emergency in 1975. She was
afraid of the public anger
towards her for not obeying
the Court order and vacating
her chair. The treatment
turned out to be worse than
the disease and it remains an
eternal blot on the face of
democratic India. 

The Judgement by Kuldip
Nayar, and All the Prime
Ministers Men by Janardan
Thakur are a few of them. 

It is sad to see leaders who
claim to have worked against
the infamous National
Emergency days behave with
the attitude “Deluge after Me”.
In Kerala alone, there are
more than 200 septuagenari-
an activists who fought against
the national emergency and
ended up as victims of police
brutality. Though they do not

get anything in return from
civil society, hundreds contin-
ue to get government pensions
for their involvement in
Punnapra Vayalar agitation
which has nothing to do with
democracy or liberalism.  

There is no shortage of
political buffoons who sang a
paean to the national emer-
gency throughout the dark
days and jumped the fence
once the Congress was defeat-
ed in the polls. 

How many of us remem-
ber that C Achutha Menon of
the CPI was the chief minister
of Kerala during the dark days
and he had the services of
Congress leader K
Karunakaran as Home
Minister? The CPI leaders
look the other way when the
topic of emergency is broached
by others!

%#�&��'���(��&��$�(�"��)�&���*"�&$(+��,�&+�(*-.�$��'����(�$&����(�#$/��)��&��#���012"$*�'�1"��&��*���#�&0"-�)�&�#�&�(����2�-$(+��#��*�1&���&��&�

�%��'�������%�
����� ��������#����������������%������

��7����������1-

(Writer is Political Editor,
The Pioneer. Views expressed

are personal)
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A31-year-old man being
questioned in police cus-

tody in relation to the fatal stab-
bing of three people on the
streets of Nottingham, includ-
ing British Indian teen Grace
O’Malley Kumar, was on Friday
charged with three counts of
murder. Nottinghamshire
Police said Valdo Calocane has
also been charged with three
counts of attempted murder of
three victims injured in the
attack and will appear at
Nottingham Crown Court on
Saturday.

Valdo Amissao Mendes
Calocane, a mechanical engi-
neering graduate with dual
nationality of Guinea-Bissau
in West Africa and Portugal and
settled status in the UK by
virtue of his Portuguese citizen-
ship, was tasered and arrested
by officers on Tuesday. 
The arrest came hours after
Calocane is believed to have
stabbed 19-year-old University
of Nottingham students Grace
Kumar and Barnaby Webber
and then went on to kill 65-
year-old Ian Coates. 

The suspect is then accused
of ramming into three pedestri-
ans using Coates’ stolen van, of
which two are in a stable con-
dition in hospital and a third
has been discharged. According
to UK media reports, Calocane
came to Britain in 2007 with his
parents, originally from
Guinea-Bissau – a Portuguese-
speaking country in Africa. 

His father had been living
and working on the island of
Madeira when he was granted
Portuguese citizenship in 2006
and moved to Britain with his
wife and three children later,
gaining settled status as
European Union (EU) nation-
als. Locals from the Welsh
town they were based in have
described the family as hard
working devout Christians. The
police had revealed on
Thursday that the suspect was

a former student of the same
university as the two teenage
victims and Calocane’s name
appears on a list of mechanical
engineering students who grad-
uated last year. However, the
police do not believe that his
association with the university
is connected to the killings.

At an emotional vigil in
Nottingham attended by hun-
dreds on Thursday evening, the
relatives of the victims paid
moving tributes and urged the
people of the city not to hold
any hate in their hearts.

Grace O’Malley Kumar’s
mother, anaesthetist Dr Sinead
O’Malley originally from
Dublin in Ireland, was support-
ed by husband Dr Sanjoy
Kumar and son James as she
spoke in memory of her daugh-
ter.

“My beautiful baby girl,
she wasn’t just beautiful on the
outside – you must have seen
her pictures across media – she
was so beautiful on the inside.
She was a treasured and adored
child,” said Dr O’Malley.

“She wanted very few
things in life, she wanted to be
a doctor, she wanted to play
hockey with her pals, she want-
ed to have fun, because that’s
what all students want. 

And, all they were doing
was walking home, just walking
home after a night out,” she said,
breaking down in tears.

UK Home Secretary Suella
Braverman also visited
Nottingham to pay her respects
and lay a wreath with a hand-
written message which read: “In
memory of those who lost their
lives, those who were injured
and everyone who loves them.
“We are with you and with all
the people of Nottingham,” the
Indian-origin minister said.
The police were given addition-
al time to question the suspect
by the court and an investiga-
tion supported by counter-ter-
ror officials continues, though
the attacks are not being treat-
ed as a terrorism so far. 
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The conflict in Sudan has
killed over 330 children

and left 13 million more in dire
need of humanitarian assis-
tance, UNICEF said Friday,
calling on the country’s warring
factions to better protect vul-
nerable young people.

For two months, Sudan’s
military, led by Gen. Abdel
Fattah Burhan, and the para-
military Rapid Support Forces,
commanded by Gen.
Mohamed Hamden Dagalo,
have been locked in a deadly
power struggle. The fighting
has killed more than 958 civil-
ians, according to Sudan’s
Doctors’ Syndicate, which only
tracks civilian casualties. The
true death toll is likely much
higher. “Children are trapped
in an unrelenting nightmare,
bearing the heaviest burden of
a violent crisis they had no
hand in creating - caught in the
crossfire, injured, abused, dis-
placed and subjected to disease

and malnutrition,” said
Mandeep O’Brien, UNICEF’s
Representative in Sudan, in a
report issued Friday. According
to the United Nations’ latest fig-
ures, the eight weeks of fight-
ing have displaced more than
2 million people across the
country, with lawlessness and
ethnic violence intensifying
across the Darfur region.

It wasn’t immediately clear
how UNICEF accounted for
the 13 million children. There
are roughly 21 million children

in Sudan, which had a popula-
tion of over 45 million before
the conflict broke out. Last
week, the International
Committee of the Red Cross
rescued 297 children from an
orphanage in Khartoum. The
operation came after 71 chil-
dren had died from hunger and
illness in the facility since mid-
April. 

In West Darfur province,
“at least 14,836 children under
five are expected to be severe-
ly malnourished,” UNICEF
said. For weeks, the restive
province has been under a
near-complete communica-
tions blackout. Khamis Abdalla
Abkar, the governor of West
Darfur, was abducted and
killed on Wednesday hours
after he accused the RSF and
allied Arab militias of attacking
local communities across the
province’s capital, Genena. 

Abkar made the accusation
during a telephone interview
with the Saudi-owned televi-
sion station, Al-Hadath.
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Abus carrying seniors to a
casino collided with a

semi-trailer truck at a highway
intersection in a rural part of
the Canadian province of
Manitoba Thursday, killing 15
people and injuring 10 more,
police said. 

Rob Hill, Commanding
Officer of the Manitoba Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, said
the bus was carrying 25 people
and authorities in Manitoba
were deploying all their
resources to the scene. Ten peo-
ple were taken to hospitals. 

TV broadcasters aired
images of what looked like a
large van or bus smoldering in
a ditch near a transport truck
with a smashed engine on a
road. The pavement was lit-
tered with debris — broken
glass, a large bumper and what
looked like a walking aid. Seven
blue and yellow tarps were
stretched out.

RCMP Supt. Rob Lasson
said “as of right now the drivers

of both the bus and truck are
alive and in hospital.” He did
not say if they were among the
10 listed as injured. The dead
were mainly seniors.

Lasson said the bus was
heading south and there would
have been a stop and yield sign.
He said the bus was crossing
the east bound lanes when it
was struck by the truck that was
going east, adding that who had
the right of way is critical to the

investigation.
“The public is reeling and

asking a lot of questions and
people are trying to determine
if their loved ones were
involved,” Lasson said. “Death
on this scale is never normal-
ized for us.”

The crash scene was in
Carberry, a city 170 kilometers
(105 miles) west of Manitoba’s
capital of Winnipeg. 

“The news from Carberry,

Manitoba is incredibly tragic,”
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau tweeted. “I’m
sending my deepest condo-
lences to those who lost loved
ones today, and I’m keeping the
injured in my thoughts.”

A family support center has
been set up at a Lutheran
Church in Dauphin, Manitoba
for relatives. Police said the
people on the bus were from
Dauphin and the areas around
it. 

Flags have been lowered to
half-mast at the Manitoba leg-
islature. 

A spokesperson for the
Sand Hills Casino in Carberry
said the van had been sched-
uled to arrive there later in the
day. Kim Armstrong, the
administrator of the Dauphin
senior center, said the bus left
from the senior center
Thursday morning.

The senior community is
extremely tight knit in the city
of around 8,600 people and the
center is sometimes like a sec-
ond home, she said.
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Cleanup efforts were begin-
ning on Friday morning

after severe storms spawned tor-
nadoes that left at least four
dead, three in the Texas
Panhandle and one in the
Florida Panhandle as another
series of fierce storms carved its
way through Southern states. In
Perryton, Texas, Ochiltree
County Sheriff Terry Bouchard
said three people were killed
when the tornado struck on
Thursday afternoon and rescue
efforts continued.

Another person died
Thursday night in the Florida
Panhandle when at least one
confirmed tornado cut through
Escambia County, toppling a
tree onto a home, county
spokesperson Andie Gibson
told the Pensacola News
Journal. Of the homes searched
so far in Perryton, all but one of
the occupants had been
accounted for, so the main pri-
ority was going back over the
area and the debris field to find
that person, Perryton Fire Chief
Paul Dutcher said on NBC’s
“Today” show.

Dutcher estimated that
150 to 200 homes in the com-
munity had been destroyed and
said that in the downtown area,
many storefronts were totally
wiped off and buildings had col-
lapsed or partially collapsed.

“You keep hearing people
say, We’ll rebuild’ and We’ll be
back,’” he said. “And we will.
That’s the hope we have.”

But the biggest concern for
now is trying to help the fami-
lies of those who were killed
carry on, Dutcher said. 

“It is such a tragedy,”
Dutcher said. “All the stuff
behind me, it can all be rebuilt,
but those lives that we’ve lost is
really the tragedy of every-
thing,” the fire chief said while
standing in front of a collapsed
building and a pile of bricks and
other debris covered the ground,
partially burying a truck.

Sheriff Bouchard urged
residents to remain home if pos-
sible as cleanup efforts began in
the town of more than 8,000
about 115 miles (185 kilome-
ters) northeast of Amarillo, just
south of the Oklahoma line.
Bouchard said in a social media

post that the Thursday tornado
destroyed homes, mobile
homes, businesses and damaged
the local police station.
Bouchard did not immediately
return a phone call for comment
on Friday, but said much of the
county is without power.

“We (the sheriff ’s office) are
probably one of the only places
with power in the county,
thanks to our generator,”
Bouchard said. The National
Weather Service in Amarillo
said the a tornado hit the area
shortly after 5 pm on Thursday.

Storm chaser Brian
Emfinger told Fox Weather he
watched the twister move
through a mobile home park,
mangling trailers and uprooting
trees.

“I had seen the tornado do
some pretty serious destruction
to the industrial part of town,”
he said. “Unfortunately, just
west of there, there is just
mobile home, after mobile
home, after mobile home that is
completely destroyed.”

Ochiltree General Hospital
interim CEO Kelly Judice said
50 to 100 people sought med-
ical care, including about 10 in
critical condition. Patients had
minor to major trauma, ranging
from “head injuries to col-
lapsed lungs, lacerations, broken
bones”, Judice said.

There was no immediate
word on the tornado’s size or
wind speeds, weather service
meteorologist Luigi Meccariello
said. 

The storm system then
moved into Oklahoma, spawn-
ing several more suspected
twisters in addition to high
winds and large hail.
Observations Programme
Leader Forrest Mitchell at the
National Weather Service office
in Norman, Oklahoma, said
survey crews were expected to
head out Friday to southwest
and west central Oklahoma
and western North Texas to
investigate possible tornados.

“Today (Friday), it looks
like we may have a bit of a
breather, which is fortunate so
we can go take care of our sur-
veying needs, and then we have
another system coming in
(Saturday) that may give us
opportunity for severe weather”
Mitchell said.
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London (AP): British antitrust
regulators cleared Amazon’s
purchase of robot vacuum
maker iRobot on Friday, but
the USD 1.7 billion deal still
faces scrutiny in the United
States and Europe.

The Competition and
Markets Authority said it
decided not to escalate its ini-
tial investigation because it
concluded that the deal would
not result in a “substantial less-
ening of competition” within
the United Kingdom. Amazon
said it was pleased with the
result. 

“We look forward to sim-
ilar decisions from other reg-
ulators soon,” the company
said in a statement.

Consumer groups have
voiced concerns that Amazon’s
purchase of Bedford,
Massachusetts-based iRobot,
which makes the popular
Roomba robotic vacuum

cleaners, would widen the e-
commerce giant’s dominance
in the smart home market.

The acquisition is still fac-
ing a review in the US by the
Federal Trade Commission
amid worries about Amazon’s
growing market power. It’s
also under scrutiny by the
European Union’s executive
arm, which opened a review of
the deal this month. 

The UK watchdog said in
its decision that robot vacuum
cleaners and the data they
collect aren’t generally consid-
ered an important gateway to
the emerging market for smart
home devices. 

It said iRobot has a mod-
est UK market position,
already faces “several signifi-
cant rivals” and Amazon
would have little incentive to
give its products special treat-
ment over rivals in its online
store. 
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New harmful illicit drugs
are inundating a flourish-

ing market for traffickers amid
violence and corruption hurt-
ing local communities across
Europe, the EU’s agency mon-
itoring drugs and addiction
said on Friday.

The grim finding was part
of the agency’s annual report.
It also said that drug users in
Europe are now exposed to a
wider range of substances of
high purity as drug trafficking
and use across the region have
quickly returned to pre-
COVID 19 pandemic levels.

Cannabis remains the
most-used illicit substance in
Europe, the agency found,
with some 22.6 million
Europeans over the age of 15

having used it in the last year.
Cocaine seizures are “his-

torically high” and new syn-
thetic drugs whose effects on
health are not well document-
ed are worrying officials. In
2022, 41 new drugs were
reported for the first time by
the agency.

“I summarize this with
the phrase: everywhere, every-
thing, everyone,’” said
European Monitoring Centre
for Drugs and Drug Addiction
Director Alexis Goosdeel.

“Established illicit drugs
are now widely accessible and
potent new substances contin-
ue to emerge,” Goosdeel
added. “Almost everything
with psychoactive properties
can appear on the drug mar-
ket.” Among the new popular
substances, ketamine and

nitrous oxide — so-called
laughing gas — are raising
concern over reported cases of
bladder problems, nerve dam-
age and lung injuries associat-
ed with users. 

Alongside the high avail-
ability of heroin on the conti-
nent, synthetic opioids are on
the rise and have been linked
to deaths by overdose in Baltic
countries. The report said the
opioids situation in Europe is
not comparable with the dra-
matic picture in North
America, where overdoses
caused by fentanyl and other
opioids have fuelled a drug cri-
sis. But the agency warned that
this group of drugs is a threat
for the future, with a total of
74 new synthetic opioids iden-
tified on the market since
2009.
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Chinese leader Xi Jinping
said the United States and

China can cooperate to “ben-
efit our two countries” in a
meeting Friday with Microsoft
Corp. co-founder Bill Gates
ahead of a visit by US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken at a
time of strained relations.

The state broadcaster
CCTV showed Xi saying he
was happy to see Gates, who he
called an “old friend,” after
three years without meeting
during the pandemic.

“I believe that the founda-
tion of Sino-US relations lies in
the people,” Xi said to Gates.
“Under the current world sit-
uation, we can carry out vari-
ous activities that benefit our
two countries, the people of our
countries, and the entire
human race.”

Xi gave no details but
emphasised the potential ben-
efits of cooperation that has
been hampered by disputes
over human rights, Taiwan,
security and technology. Gates
told Xi he was “very hon-
oured” to meet with Xi. The

visits by leading foreign busi-
ness people have coincided
with efforts by the ruling
Communist Party to revive
investor interest in China’s
slowing economy. Apple CEO
Tim Cook visited China in

March.
Despite his upbeat

remarks, Xi accused
Washington in March of trying
to hold back China’s develop-
ment with restrictions on
access to US microchips and

other technology.
Tensions between the US

and China have festered in
recent years, but recently the
two sides have held talks on
trade and other issues.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken is expected to arrive in
China on Sunday for a two-day
visit.

He will be the first secre-
tary of state to visit China since
2018 and is expected to meet
with Foreign Minister Qin
Gang and possibly with
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
according to US officials.

On Thursday, the the Gates
Foundation pledged USD 50
million to bolster the Global
Health Drug Discovery
Institute’s capacity to develop
drugs to fight diseases like
malaria and tuberculosis.

The institute was jointly
founded by the Gates
Foundation, Tsinghua
University and the Beijing
municipal government.

Gates’ last trip to China
was in 2019, where he met first
lady Peng Liyuan to discuss the
Gates Foundation’s efforts in
HIV/AIDS prevention. 
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Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman

met Friday with French
President Emmanuel Macron
in Paris as part of an official
visit, during which he will also
participate in a global financ-
ing summit aimed at fighting
poverty and climate
change.Macron and the prince
sat down for a one-to-one
working lunch at the Elysee
presidential palace.

The French presidency said
the talks would focus on bilat-
eral relations between the two
countries and on regional sta-
bility issues, especially after
long-time rivals Saudi Arabia
and Iran restored diplomatic
ties earlier this year.

France is a major weapons
and defense supplier to Gulf
nations.

The leaders also are prepar-
ing for a global summit next

week “aimed at bringing
together private and public
funding” to fight poverty, sup-
port climate transition and
protect biodiversity, the French
presidency said. 

The event is expected to
gather over 50 heads of states
and governments as well as
many NGOs and prominent
climate activists. 

During his stay in Paris,

Prince Mohammed is also
expected to push for Riyadh to
host the 2030 World Fair’s
Expo.

His visit to France comes as
the prince has sought to reha-
bilitate his image abroad fol-
lowing the 2018 killing and dis-
memberment of Washington
Post columnist Jamal
Khashoggi at the Saudi
Consulate in Istanbul. 
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London (AP): The production
company founded by Prince
Harry and his wife, Meghan,
are splitting ways with Spotify
less than a year after the debut
of their podcast “ Archetypes.”
It is unclear why the podcast,
hosted by Meghan, is leaving
the platform but Spotify and
Archewell Audio said in a joint
statement that the decision
was mutual.  Archewell landed
a multiyear partnership with
Spotify in 2020 to create pod-
casts and shows that would tell
stories through diverse voices
and perspectives. 

The podcast premiered in
August last year with tennis
great Serena Williams as a
guest and it was an instant hit. 

It topped Spotify charts in
seven countries, including the
US and the UK, and it won the
top podcast award at the
People’s Choice awards last
year. 

����*�&�!�(��#!��
��$��������&#���%�
!��=#��(�����'�#�(
��
� 0!'$�#

Greece’s coast guard defend-
ed its actions on Friday in

the deadly sinking of a ship car-
rying hundreds of migrants off
the country’s south coast, indi-
cating that a 72-hour rescue
operation would be extended.

Patrol boats and a heli-
copter continued to scour the
area where the fishing vessel
packed with hundreds of peo-
ple capsized and sank early
Wednesday. Rescuers pulled
104 people from the water and
later recovered 78 bodies, but
the rescue operation has failed
to locate any more since late
Wednesday. Several hundred
others are believed to have
gone down with the vessel,
which sank while travelling
across the Mediterranean from
Libya to Italy. The rescue oper-
ation has created political con-
troversy as Greece heads to a
general election on June 25, and

triggered large protests in
Athens that turned violent late
Thursday and led to 21 arrests.

Left-wing opposition leader
Alexis Tsipras visited survivors
and said the coast guard should
have towed the ship to safety as
it approached Greek waters -–
a concern echoed by human
rights organisations.

“The Greek government
had specific responsibilities
toward every passenger on the
vessel, which was clearly in dis-
tress,” Adriana Tidona of
Amnesty International said.
“This is a tragedy of unimagin-
able proportions, all the more
so because it was entirely pre-
ventable.” Coast guard
spokesperson Nikos Alexiou
said the vessel was being fol-
lowed by the coast guard and
private vessels in international
waters before it sank and denied
reports citing survivors that a
patrol boat had tried to tow the
fishing boat.
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Abill aimed at empowering
the Election Commission

of Pakistan to announce elec-
tion dates without the consent
of the President was passed in
the Senate on Friday despite
opposition from lawmakers
from ousted prime minister
Imran Khan’s party.

The Elections
(Amendment) Bill 2023,
which replaced the erstwhile
Elections Act 2017, was moved
by Pakistan’s State Minister
Shahadat Awan in the upper
house.

The statement of objects
and reasons of the legislation
states that the Constitution
envisages the duty of the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) to organise
and conduct elections honest-
ly, fairly, and in accordance
with the law.

Law Minister Azam Nazir
Tarar said the right to choose
the date for polls had been
given to the ECP in 1973.

“But Ziaul Haq (former
military dictator) gave this
right to the President 
through an amendment,” he
said.

Opposition senators, par-

ticularly those belonging to
former prime minister Imran
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) have outrightly
rejected the amendments.

“The Constitution is very
clear about the date of the elec-
tions and it gives both the pres-
ident and governor the power
to announce the date for polls,”
Leader of the Opposition
Shahzad Waseem said.

The bill was introduced
after the ECP shot a letter
addressed to both houses of
the Parliament, urging them to
grant it more powers.

Subsequently, Senate
Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani set
up an eight-member biparti-
san parliamentary committee
in April to examine the
amendments proposed by the
ECP. Khan was ousted from
power in April last year after
losing a no-confidence vote in
the National Assembly. Since
then, the cricketer-turned-
politician has been demanding
early general elections in
Pakistan.

The PML-N-led coalition
government has rejected his
demand and senior ministers
have said that elections will be
held according to the provi-
sions of the Constitution.
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Pakistan was largely spared
the full fury of Cyclone

Biparjoy, which weakened into
a severe cyclonic storm on
Friday after making landfall in
the Indian state of Gujarat,
prompting authorities in Sindh
province to lift the emergency
measures imposed in the
coastal areas.

“Thank God; we are safe
from the destruction of the
cyclone. But it might take us
some time to send people back
to Sujawal,” Climate Change
Minister Sherry Rehman said.

People in Sindh’s coastal
city of Keti, who braved the
cyclone threat and a warning of
monsoon rains, are now return-
ing to their homes after the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) said the
cyclone has weakened into a
“severe cyclonic storm” from a
“very severe cyclonic storm”.

“The Very Severe Cyclonic
Storm (VSCS) ‘BIPARJOY’ over

the northeast Arabian Sea after
crossing the Indian Gujarat
coast (near Jakhau port) has
weakened into a Severe
Cyclonic Storm (SCS),” the Met
Office said in its latest adviso-
ry,” it said.

“The system is likely to
weaken further into a Cyclonic
Storm by noon today and sub-
sequently into a Depression by
today evening,” the alert added.
Biparjoy, (meaning disaster or
calamity in Bengali), complet-
ed landfall on Thursday night,
authorities said.  “Pakistan was
prepared but largely spared the
full force. Sindh’s coastal areas,
like Sujawal, were inundated by
high sea levels but most people
had been evacuated to safe
ground,” Climate Change
Minister Rehman tweeted.

She said the authorities
would hold a meeting to discuss
how to send the affectees back
to their homes. In a notification,
the Karachi city commissioner’s
office said the earlier notifica-
tion to cancel/reschedule exams

and other education-related
activities had been recalled.

“All educational activities
including examinations may

resume in all educational insti-
tutions of Karachi Division by
Saturday,” the notification said.

The Sindh government had

evacuated as many as 67,367
people from the three vulner-
able districts — Thatta, Sujawal,
and Badin — and 39 relief
camps were set up to house
them. Cyclone Biparjoy, which
ripped through Kutch and parts
of the Saurashtra region of
Gujarat, has left a trail of
destruction. Biparjoy unleashed
destructive wind speeds of up
to 140 kmph, blowing off roofs
of houses, uprooting trees and
electric poles in several parts
while seawater entered villages
located in low-lying areas.

Meanwhile, as Pakistan’s
Karachi city was once again
spared of the devastations of a
cyclone, it ignited an old debate
if the city was yet again saved
by its ‘patron saint’.

“Some local people of
Karachi and especially the
devotees of Dargah Abdullah
Shah Ghazi here believe that
Karachi is spared from hurri-
canes due to the miracle of the
sacred person buried here,”
according to a media report.
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A20-year-old Indian worker
was killed when a concrete

wall collapsed on him during
the demolition of a building
structure in Singapore’s Central
Business District, officials said
on Friday.

The Indian national
employed by Aik Sun
Demolition and Engineering
was found dead under the rub-
ble after part of the Fuji Xerox
Towers building in Tanjong
Pagar collapsed during demo-
lition works on Thursday.

Rescuers found the body of
the worker, who has not been
identified, late on Thursday
night after more than six hours

of search and rescue operations.
His body was pinned under 2m
of debris, The Straits Times
newspaper reported.

In a separate report, the
newspaper identified the victim
as Vinoth from Tamil Nadu. “I
can only keep crying. It is very
sad. He is my family, my baby.
He grew up in my home and I
took care of him. How long can
I continue to cry,” it quoted his
grand-uncle Raja Manickam,
who was also Vinoth’s local
guardian in Singapore.

Vinoth had a diploma in
mechanical engineering from a
college in Tiruchirappalli in
Tamil Nadu and arrived in
Singapore in September 2022.

Following the incident, res-

cue workers had to cut, break
and dig through the rubble, but
the weight of the concrete slab,
estimated to be at least 50
tonnes, complicated efforts.
“Following an intensive search
operation, a worker who was
earlier reported missing was
sighted to be pinned under a
collapsed reinforced concrete
structure at about 6 pm. The
worker had no pulse and was
not breathing,” The Singapore
Civil Defence Force (SCDF)
said in a statement. The body
was recovered at about 9.45 pm
on Thursday and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene by a
paramedic. The worker was
found pinned under a col-
lapsed reinforced concrete

structure around 6 pm. 
He had no pulse, was not
breathing and his body was
recovered after a nearly four-
hour effort to free him from the
rubble. The developer, City
Developments Limited (CDL),
said in a statement on Thursday
that it is deeply saddened by the
incident.

“We share our deepest con-
dolences with the family for
their loss and are working with
Aik Sun to offer our assis-
tance. Our immediate priority
is the well-being of the affect-
ed workers, and we are work-
ing closely with our contractors
to provide the necessary sup-
port,” a spokesperson for the
developer said.
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Colombo (PTI): Sri Lanka
cannot afford to resume vehi-
cle imports since the country is
still grappling with an acute
shortage of US dollars, a senior
minister said on Friday, near-
ly a week after the cash-
strapped government lifted
import restrictions on nearly
300 items.  

“The exchange rate of the
US dollar is now determined by
supply and demand. We don’t
spend our reserves to maintain
the dollar rate now,” Ranjith
Siyambalapitiya, the state min-
ister of finance said.  

Last week, Siyambalapitiya
hinted that the government
may resume vehicle imports to
boost tax collection. 

Things got complicated,
however, when the govern-
ment had to spend nearly USD
80 million last week to import
fuel.  

“If USD 75-80 million
could make such an impact,
then we need to closely consid-
er the impact when vehicle
imports are allowed as they
consume a large volume of dol-
lars,” Siyambalapitiya
explained.  

Going forward, the minis-
ter said that the proposal to
import vehicles must be stud-
ied in depth.  

“As a country, we are try-
ing to recover from a huge eco-
nomic crisis. Therefore, instead
of taking decisions based only
on the outer surface, we should
examine all the aspects and
explore deeply the impact on
the entire economy,” he added.  

Last week, the finance min-
istry lifted import restrictions
on 286 items.

Nevertheless, Sri Lanka’s
economy shrank 11.5 per cent
in the first quarter of 2023 from
the previous year, government
data revealed.  

While the agricultural sec-
tor had expanded by 0.8 per
cent, the industry and service
sectors had declined by 23.4 per
cent and 5 per cent respective-
ly during this quarter, it added.  

Last year, Sri Lanka
plunged into its worst econom-
ic crisis since its independence
in 1948 due to plummeting for-
eign exchange reserves that
caused severe shortages of
essential items and triggered
massive public protests. In
April 2022, Sri Lanka declared
its international debt default
due to the forex crisis. 

In March this year, Sri
Lanka secured a USD 3 billion
bailout package from the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF). 
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Adelegation of leaders and
senior officials from Africa

arrived in Ukraine seeking
ways to end the invaded coun-
try’s nearly 16-month war with
Russia and to ensure food and
fertiliser deliveries to their
continent, though an air raid in
Kyiv during their Friday trip
provided a reminder of the
challenges they face.

The delegation including
the presidents of South Africa,
Senegal, Zambia and the
Comoros Islands first went to
Bucha, a Kyiv suburb where
bodies of civilians lay scattered
in the streets last year after
Russian troops abandoned a
campaign to seize the capital
and withdrew from the area.

The delegation’s stop in
Bucha was symbolically signif-
icant, as the town’s name has
come to stand for the brutali-
ty of Moscow’s February 2022
invasion of Ukraine. The
Russian occupation of Bucha
left hundreds of civilians dead
in the streets and in mass
graves. Some showed signs of
torture.

South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa said last
month that Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and Russian
President Vladimir Putin had
agreed to separate meetings
with members of an African
peace mission.

The delegation was set to
travel to St Petersburg later
Friday, where Russia’s top inter-
national economic conference
is taking place, and meet with

Putin on Saturday. It includes
senior officials from Uganda,
Egypt, the Republic of the
Congo as well as South Africa,
Zambia, Senegal, and
Comoros.

While in Bucha, the visi-
tors placed commemorative
candles at a small memorial
outside St. Andrew’s Church,
near one of the locations where
a mass grave was unearthed.

Shortly after, air raid sirens
began to wail in Ukraine’s cap-
ital. Mayor Vitali Klitschko
reported an explosion in the
Podilskiy district, one of the
city’s oldest neighbourhoods.

“Russian missiles are a
message to Africa: Russia wants
more war, not peace,”
Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba tweeted.

The Ukrainian air force
said it shot down six Russian
Kalibr cruise missiles, six

Kinzhal hypersonic ballistic
missiles and two reconnais-
sance drones. It gave no details
on where they were shot down.

Officials who helped lay
the groundwork for the delega-
tion’s talks said the African
leaders not only aimed to ini-
tiate a peace process but also to
assess how Russia, which is
under heavy international sanc-
tions, can be paid for fertiliser
exports that Africa desperate-
ly needs.  They are also set to
discuss the related issue of
ensuring more grain shipments
out of Ukraine amid the war
and the possibility of more pris-
oner swaps.

“Life is universal, and we
must protect lives – Ukrainian
lives, Russian lives, global lives,”
Zambian President Hakainde
Hichilema told The Associated
Press. “Instability anywhere is
instability everywhere.”
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Pakistan’s Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar has blamed

geopolitics for a stalled IMF
loan package and said that
global institutions wanted the
cash-strapped country to
default like Sri Lanka and then
take part in the negotiations.

He said no reason had
been given by the IMF for the
“unnecessary delay” behind
the ninth review, which has
been pending since November.

Dar also reiterated that the
country would meet its oblig-
ations with or without the IMF
bailout package. “IMF or no
IMF, Pakistan will not default,”
he was quoted as saying by the
Dawn newspaper.

He alleged that geopolitics
was behind the stalled loan
programme as global institu-
tions wanted Pakistan to
default like Sri Lanka and then
enter negotiations, it said.

Dar, however, said the
negotiations with the
Washington-based global
lender were ongoing and the
ninth review would be com-
plete this month.

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) signed
a deal in 2019 to provide USD

6 billion to Pakistan on fulfil-
ment of certain conditions.

The plan was derailed sev-
eral times and the full reim-
bursement is still pending due
to insistence by the donor that
Pakistan should complete all
formalities.

Dar said on Thursday
that although demands for
arranging guarantees for USD
3 billion from friendly bilater-
al partners had been met as
committed earlier, the remain-
ing USD 3 billion have been
assured by the World Bank and
the Asian Development Bank.

The minister said China
realised the politics behind the
unnecessary delay and its com-
mercial banks agreed to roll
over loans to Pakistan.

He said the assurance of
USD 3 billion was given by
Saudi Arabia and the UAE to
the IMF, besides USD 400 mil-
lion from the World Bank
RISE project and USD 250
million from the Asian
Infrastructure Investment
Bank.

His remarks came after the
IMF raised several issues in
Pakistan’s budget for the fiscal
year 2023-24, calling it a
“missed opportunity”.

The government unveiled

a Rs 14.4 trillion budget for
2023-24 in the National
Assembly last week as it battled
to fend off a looming default
due to shrinking foreign
reserves.

Dar said IMF’s reserva-
tions on the current budget
might be valid, but the IT, agri-
culture and Small and Medium
Enterprise (SME) sectors were
the “drivers of growth” and
exemptions given to these sec-
tors were inevitable to ensure
the country’s economic growth,
which currently stands at 0.29
per cent.

“How can we achieve
growth without facilitating cer-
tain areas of the economy?” he
asked.  He said a return of USD
2.5 billion was expected from
the IT industry this year, which
would increase to USD 4.5bn
next year.

He said exemptions have
been given by keeping in view
the potential growth of the IT
industry.  Pakistan’s economy
has been in a free fall mode for
the last many years, bringing
unbridled pressure on the poor
masses in the form of
unchecked inflation and mak-
ing it almost impossible for a
vast number of people to make
ends meet. 
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China’s Foreign Ministry
condemned a resolution

passed by the European
Parliament concerning Hong
Kong’s shrinking rights to free
speech, even as Beijing seeks to
restore economic links with the
EU. The EU body overwhelm-
ingly adopted a resolution on
Thursday citing the deteriora-
tion of the city’s freedoms
since the imposition by Beijing
of a sweeping national securi-
ty law in 2020.

It urged the Hong Kong
government to release and
drop all charges against activist
publisher Jimmy Lai, who was
arrested under the security
law, along with other pro-
democracy activists.

It also renewed its call on

the EU to introduce targeted
sanctions against officials
responsible for “the ongoing
human rights crackdown in the
city,” including Hong Kong
leader John Lee.

The Chinese Foreign
Ministry’s office in Hong Kong
issued a statement late
Thursday alleging the parlia-
ment was trying to use Hong
Kong to contain China’s
growth, saying such a strategy
was “doomed to failure.”

The statement said the EU
Parliament was interfering with
China’s internal affairs and
trampling on the principles of
international law.

“The political drama of a
small number of foreign politi-
cians cannot shake the (Hong
Kong) Government’s firm
determination to administer

Hong Kong according to law
and hold crimes accountable,”
the statement read.

Hong Kong, a former
British colony that returned to
China’s rule in 1997, was
promised the right to retain its
Western-style freedoms for 50
years after the handover.

But after the 2019 pro-
democracy protests that spi-
raled into violence, Beijing
has steadily tightened its grip
on the semi-autonomous
region.

Since then, large numbers
of democracy supporters and
a portion of the educated mid-
dle class have left the city, and
the US has imposed sanctions
against past and present Hong
Kong leaders over the harsh
crackdown on rights in the
international financial hub.

Beijing and its local allies,
who now control local govern-
ment entirely, see the move-
ment as a Western plot to
contain China and have ruth-
lessly prosecuted opponents.

Another major source of
contention is China’s alleged
“secret overseas police sta-
tions,” which have been report-
ed across North America,
Europe and in other countries
where Chinese communities
include critics of the
Communist Party who have
family or business contacts in
China.

China denies that they are
police stations, saying that
they exist mainly to provide cit-
izen services such as renewing
driver’s licenses.

In its statement on
Thursday, the parliament said

it “condemns the attempts
made by Chinese authorities to
target their diaspora commu-
nities in the EU.”

“Finally, Parliament calls
on the Chinese authorities to
repeal the National Security
Law and to stop impeding the
work of journalists,” the state-
ment said. The resolution was
adopted by 483 votes in favour,
nine against and 42 absten-
tions.

China’s response dis-
missed the politicians’ works as
“nothing more than a botched
political performance.”

In separate statement on
Friday, the foreign affairs office
also lashed out at a US State
Department report on human
trafficking in Hong Kong, say-
ing it was “full of political bias”
and used human rights as a

tool to stigmatize others.
The US report said the

Hong Kong government did
not fully meet the minimum
standards for the elimination of
trafficking, although it was
making significant efforts to do
so.

China has also been ran-
kled by EU politicians making
visits to Taiwan and hosting
politicians from the self-gov-
erning island that Beijing con-
siders its own territory and
threatens to invade.

The escalation of the diplo-
matic row between China and
the EU comes days before
Chinese Premier Li Qiang’s
planned visit to Germany and
France next week, marking
his debut on the international
stage as China’s second-rank-
ing leader. 
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President Vladimir Putin on
Friday touted Russia’s

prospects at the country’s main
international economic forum
despite heavy international
sanctions imposed because of
the war in Ukraine. Western
officials and investors steered
clear of this year’s St Petersburg
International Economic Forum
that for decades has been
Russia’s premier event for
attracting foreign capital and is
sometimes likened to the
Davos World Economic
Forum.

The Kremlin earlier also
banned journalists from coun-
tries that Russia regards as
“unfriendly” from covering the
proceedings that began
Wednesday and continue
through Saturday. 

Moscow has imposed that
designation on scores of coun-
tries including the United
States, Canada, European
Union members and Australia
in connection with sanctions
imposed over the fighting in
Ukraine. Nonetheless, Putin
said at the forum’s plenary ses-
sion, “We haven’t turned onto
the self-isolation path. Quite
the opposite — we have
widened contacts with reliable
and responsible partners in
the countries and regions that
serve as the engine, the drivers
of the world’s economy today.
I’d like to reiterate: These are
the markets of the future;
everyone clearly understands
it.” Officials did not provide a
list of foreign businesses attend-
ing, but the programme for the
more than 100 panel discus-
sions showed a marked major-
ity of speakers hailing from
Russia.
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Lahore(PTI) A leading human
rights organisation has expressed
extreme concern over the crack-
down launched by the Pakistani
authorities to “silence critics” of
the federal government and the
powerful Army for the slew of
cases registered against journal-
ists following the dramatic arrest
of former prime minister Imran
Khan last month.  

“At least seven journalists
and commentators have been
charged with offences against the
state and anti-terror laws in the
past four days,” Amnesty
International said in a statement
on Thursday.  

“The use of these laws to
silence commentators and jour-
nalists is a violation of the right
to freedom of expression,” the
statement said.  

The seven individuals
referred to in Amnesty
International’s statement include
journalists Shaheen Sehbai and
Wajahat Saeed Khan, anchorper-
sons Sabir Shakir and Moeed
Pirzada, army-officers-turned-
Youtubers Adil Raja and Syed
Haider Raza Mehdi and an indi-
vidual identified as Syed Akbar
Hussain. They are the latest to
face action as part of the govern-
ment crackdown on Khan and
his party the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party members
following the incidents of vio-
lence across the country on May
9.  Police in the southern Tank
district have registered a case on
a citizen’s complaint against jour-
nalists Sehbai, Khan, Raja and
Mehdi for “abetting mutiny and
waging war against Pakistan,” the
Dawn newspaper reported on
Friday.  
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Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty closed at
fresh lifetime highs on

Friday following gains in bank-
ing, financial and capital goods
stocks amid a firm trend in the
global market. A strengthening
rupee and foreign capital
inflows further bolstered sen-
timent, traders said.

The 30-share BSE index
zoomed 466.95 points or 0.74
per cent to settle at a record
closing high of 63,384.58.
During the day, it rallied 602.73
points or 0.95 per cent to
63,520.36.

The index scaled its earli-
er lifetime high of 63,284.19 on
December 1 last year. The NSE
Nifty climbed 137.90 points or
0.74 per cent to end at its life-
time peak of 18,826. Its previ-
ous record peak was 18,812.50.

On a weekly basis, the BSE
benchmark jumped 758.95

points or 1.21 per cent, and the
Nifty climbed 262.6 points or
1.41 per cent.

“Markets surged strongly
on Friday and inched closer to
the record high, tracking firm
global cues. 

“After the firm start, the
Nifty index hovered in a nar-
row band in the first half.
However, a sharp surge in the
latter half helped the index to
test 18,864.70 but it finally
settled at 18,826 levels.

“Recovery in banking and
financials combined with buy-
ing in FMCG, pharma and
energy majors largely aided the
rebound. Besides, the contin-
ued buying in midcap and
smallcap space further added to
the positivity,” Ajit Mishra,
SVP - Technical Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said.

The buoyancy in the glob-
al markets, especially the US, is
helping the index to maintain
a bullish tone amid mixed

domestic cues, Mishra added.
Buying in index major Reliance
Industries and HDFC twins
also helped the markets to
rebound.

Bajaj Finserv was the
biggest gainer in the Sensex
pack, rising 2.21 per cent, fol-
lowed by Titan, ITC, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, HDFC Bank,
HDFC, Bajaj Finance, IndusInd
Bank, ICICI Bank, HUL,
Reliance Industries and
Mahindra & Mahindra.

Wipro, Tata Consultancy
Services, Power Grid and Tech
Mahindra were the laggards.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed

0.76 per cent and the midcap
index jumped 0.71 per cent.

Among the indices, finan-
cial services climbed 1.21 per
cent, bankex jumped 1.03 per
cent, capital goods (1.02 per
cent), industrials (0.91 per
cent), FMCG (0.80 per cent),
consumer durables (0.78 per
cent) and consumer discre-
tionary (0.74 per cent). IT, oil
& gas, realty and teck were the
laggards.

“Global stocks were head-
ed for the best week in more
than 9 weeks after a series of
Central Bank decisions, lifted
by bets that the Federal Reserve
will soon end its tightening

cycle and China will introduce
fresh stimulus measures,”
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail
Research, HDFC Securities,
said.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong ended in the green.

Equity markets in Europe
were trading with gains. The
US markets ended significant-
ly higher on Thursday.

“The domestic market
rebounded with strong buying
in banking, pharma, and con-
sumer stocks, along with pos-
itive cues from global markets.
The US market’s optimism was
bolstered by better-than-

expected retail sales, reflecting
the robustness of the economy. 

“Furthermore, jobless
claims remain elevated, and a
decline in import prices raised
hopes for a prolonged pause in
interest rate hikes by the Fed,
contradicting their announce-
ment of potential future rate
hikes made the previous day,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

The rupee rebounded by
34 paise to close at a month
high against the US dollar on
Friday.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude dipped 0.62 per
cent to USD 75.20 a barrel.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
3,085.51 crore on Thursday,
according to exchange data.

“We reiterate our positive
view but suggest limiting posi-
tions citing intermediate chop-
piness. Instead of waiting for a
new high in the index, we feel
participants should maintain
their focus on identifying
stock-specific trading opportu-
nities,” Mishra said.
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Private sector banks’ slip-
pages and write-offs from

loans restructured after the
COVID-19 pandemic are near-
ly double than that of their
state-owned peers, a report
said on Friday.

Private sector banks have
seen slippages and loan write-
offs at 44 per cent, as against 23
per cent in case of public sec-
tor banks, the report by India
Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra)
said, calling the trend “surpris-
ing”. The domestic rating
agency analysed annual results
of lenders for FY23. It found
that the peak of restructured
assets in bank books was in
September 2022, when the
overall quantum of recast loans
had touched Rs 2.2 lakh crore.

“While there could be some
more slippages, banks are of the
view that the performance of
the restructured portfolio
would broadly mirror the per-
formance of the overall portfo-
lio,” it said.

It can be noted that in the
aftermath of the pandemic,
which led to a hasty lockdown
that led to a contraction in the
economy, the RBI had announ-
ced a restructuring scheme fol-
lowed by another one.

Ind-Ra said the COVID
restructuring experience has
been relatively benign, despite
the unpleasant experiences in
the past with similar schemes.
On the overall asset quality
front, it said banks are “close to

a clean slate” as all of them
reported improvement on asset
front in FY23.

“Banks are seeing the best-
ever asset quality in the past 10
years,” it said, adding the gross
non performing assets
(GNPAs) ratio for the banking
system improved to 4 per cent
at the end of FY23.

For state-owned banks,
GNPAs improved to 5 per cent
in FY23 from the peak of 14.1
per cent in FY18, while the
same for private sector banks
stands at 2.3 per cent from 6.3
per cent.

“Both categories of banks
are also seeing a convergence in
their asset quality and credit
cost related parameters,” it said.

Explaining the reasons for
the improvement, Ind-Ra said
banks have strengthened their
processes with the use of tech-
nology and rule-based app-
roach to credit, stringent KYC
norms, and centralising the
sanctioning authority over the
past many years.

The pandemic helped weed
out weak borrowers in almost
all segments, it said, adding that
nearly 40 per cent of the stock
of loans are the ones made after
FY21 with tighter credit norms
and filters.

“Over the next two-three
years, as banks’ risk appetite
increases and competition
intensifies, banks would look
for growth opportunities and
build risk,” it said, cautioning
that lenders build up risk in
good times.
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Fitch Ratings has affirmed
‘BBB-’ rating on Adani Green

Energy Ltd Restricted Group 2’s
USD 362.5 million senior secu-
red notes (bonds), implying a
low risk of default.

Assigning a stable outlook,
the rating agency said that cred-
it assessment is supported by the
company’s 570MW solar port-
folio across two Indian states and
long-term fixed-price power
purchase agreements (PPAs).

The Adani Green Energy
Limited Restricted Group 2’s
(AGEL RG2) consists of 570
MW of polycrystalline solar
projects, a proven technology
with a long operating history, a
Fitch rating issued on Friday
said. “We regard the operation
of these types of solar projects as
straightforward and the solar
modules are provided by inter-
nationally known suppliers” it
said.

It stated that Fitch Ratings
has affirmed the AGEL RG2’s
USD 362.5 million senior
secured, largely amortising notes
due 2039 at ‘BBB-’. The Outlook
is Stable, it held.

Explaining about rating
rationale, it explained that the
AGEL RG2’s credit assessment
is supported by its 570MW
solar portfolio across two Indian
states, moderately volatile gen-
eration record at portfolio level,
long-term fixed-price power
purchase agreements (PPAs),
commercially proven technolo-
gy, experienced operations and
maintenance contractors, and
strong credit metrics.

The restricted group’s (RG)
financial profile with rating-

case debt-service coverage ratio
(DSCR) of 1.44x is stronger than
that commensurate with a ‘BBB-
’ rating for the asset portfolio,
reflecting considerable rating
headroom at the current level.

The credit assessment is
constrained by India’s (BBB-
/Stable) ‘BBB-’ Country Ceiling,
it explained. The RG is made up
of three subsidiaries of India-
based Adani Green Energy
Limited (AGEL). The US dollar
notes are issued in part by each
of the three SPVs (special pur-
pose vehicle) in the RG: Wardha
Solar Maharashtra Private Ltd,
Adani Renewable Energy (RJ)
Limited and Kodangal Solar
Parks Private Limited.

The notes are stapled toge-
ther to mimic the structure of a
restricted pool. The issuers dir-
ectly own operating assets and
are not merely lenders to the
operating entities, unlike other
rated issuance from most Indian
RGs. All covenants or triggers
are on an aggregate basis.

Each SPV guarantees the
note obligations of the other two
SPVs, although the notes consti-
tute each issuer’s obligations
only on a several basis.

About ‘Group Governance

Risks’ it stated that governance
weaknesses at the sponsor level
and other group entities, includ-
ing a highly concentrated share-
holding structure across group
entities and aggressive debt-
funded investments at some
entities, can expose all Adani
group-related companies to
higher contagion risks than pre-
viously considered, which can
affect their financial flexibility.

“We believe these group-
related risks to be lower for the
AGEL RG2 due to legal ring-
fencing as per a strict cash flow
waterfall mechanism in the US
dollar notes. The group is re-
evaluating its investment plans,
especially in non-infrastructure
businesses,” it stated.

The Adani family recently
sold USD1.9 billion in shares
across various group entities to
a US-based fund, it noted. Two
of the boards at Adani group
companies - Adani Transmis-
sion Ltd (BBB-/Stable) and
Adani Enterprise - approved a
plan to raise a total of about
USD2.5 billion from the stock
market. The additional funding
will support financial flexibility
across Adani group entities,
mitigating the risks, it held. 
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India’s forex reserves dropped
by USD 1.318 billion to USD

593.749 billion for the week
ended June 9, the Reserve Bank
of India said on Friday.

The overall reserves had
jumped by USD 5.93 billion to
USD 595.067 billion for the
previous reporting week.

It can be noted that in
October 2021, the country’s
forex kitty had reached an all-
time high of USD 645 billion.
The reserves have been declin-
ing as the central bank deploys
the kitty to defend the rupee
amid pressures caused majorly

by global developments.
For the week ended June 9,

the foreign currency assets, a
major component of the
reserves, decreased by USD
1.128 billion to USD 525.073 bil-
lion, according to the Weekly
Statistical Supplement released
by the RBI on Friday.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound and yen
held in the foreign exchange
reserves.

Gold reserves dropped by
USD 183 million to USD 45.374
billion, the RBI said.

The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were up by USD 2 mil-
lion to USD 18.187 billion, the
apex bank said.

The country’s reserve posi-
tion with the IMF was down by
USD 8 million to USD 5.115 bil-
lion in the reporting week, the
apex bank data showed. 
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The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) is redefining the role

of National Assessment Centres (NACs) to
make faceless assessment in Customs more
efficient, its chief Vivek Johri said on
Friday. 

The CBIC in September last year
launched the risk-based faceless assessment
system in phases for clearance of imported
consignments. For this, 11 Customs
Commissionerates were partially re-orga-
nised commodity wise as NACs, with pan-
India jurisdiction.

Addressing the CII National Conference
on Trade Facilitation, Johri said there are
gaps in Customs faceless assessment and the
department is looking at them.

“We are on the drawing board to rede-
fine the role of NACs to rationalise the whole
process and make it more efficient,” he said. 

The CBIC has already reduced the num-
ber of NACs from 11 to 8 to promote spe-
cialisation and make them strong.

“We are trying to reactivate them and
make them strong, and ensure that there is
least divergence of practice in assessment
which continues to be a matter of concern
for trade,” Johri added.

Speaking on trade facilitation, Johri said
that CBIC is looking at reducing average

cargo release time to one hour by 2047, while
focusing on the three most important
aspects -- regulatory framework, technol-
ogy, and infrastructure.

As per the CBIC’s National Time
Release Study (NTRS) 2023, the average time
taken for the release of cargo imported
through seaports, inland container depots
(ICDs), air cargo complex (ACC) and
Integrated Check Post (ICPs) is 85:42 hrs,
71:46 hrs, 44:16 hrs and 31:47 hrs, respec-
tively. 

Addressing the event, CBIC Member V
Rama Mathew said several dynamic
reforms, such as SWIFT 2.0, are in pipeline
which will greatly rationalize the documen-
tation procedure for PGAs. 

She stated that there is a lot of focus on
artificial intelligence and blockchain tech-
nology to facilitate smooth auto population
of data and ensure data integrity as well as
authenticity.
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Shares of LED lighting solu-
tion provider IKIO Lighting

Ltd made a remarkable market
debut on Friday, ending with a
gain of nearly 42 per cent,
against the issue price of Rs
285. The stock made its debut at
Rs 391, a jump of 37.19 per cent
from the issue price on the BSE.
During the day, it zoomed 49.96
per cent to Rs 427.40. Shares of
the company ended at Rs 403.75
apiece, up 41.66 per cent.

ON the NSE, it listed at Rs
392.50, a gain of 37.71 per cent.
The stock ended with a jump of
41.92 per cent at Rs 404.50 per
piece.

In the broader equity mar-
ket, the 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 466.95 points or 0.74 per
cent up at its record closing high
of 63,384.58. 

The NSE Nifty finished
with a gain of 137.90 points or
0.74 per cent at its lifetime clos-
ing peak of 18,826.
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Gold price jumped Rs 510 to
Rs 60,210 per 10 gram in

the national capital on Friday
amid strong cues in internation-
al markets, according to HDFC
Securities. In the previous trade,
the yellow metal had settled at
Rs 59,700 per 10 gram.

Silver also climbed Rs 450 to
Rs 73,050 per kg. “Gold
advanced in the Asian trading
hours on Friday, with spot gold
in the Delhi markets trading at
Rs 60,210/10 gram, up Rs 510
per 10 gram,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst - Commodities
at HDFC Securities, said. In
overseas markets, both gold and
silver were trading higher at
USD 1,962 per ounce and USD
23.95 per ounce, respectively.

The dollar index dropped to
a fresh five-week low and settled
lower by 0.81 per cent at 102.12
in the previous session on the
back of weak US macro data and
hawkish comments from the
European Central Bank presi-
dent that indicate another inter-
est rate hike in July, Gandhi said. 
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Japanese auto parts maker
Musashi on Friday announced

its entry in the electric mobili-
ty space in India in collaboration
with BNC Motors and said it will
invest Rs 70 crore in the first
phase of the business.

Musashi India, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Musashi
Seimitsu Industries, manufac-
tures transmission components
for IC engine-powered two and
four wheelers.

The company said it will use
its platform of design and engi-
neering capability to manufac-
ture its new EV unit consisting
of a motor, PCU, and gear box,
it said.

The company said it will
manufacture the e-Axle at its
Bengaluru plant, starting
October.

Musashi will spend Rs 70

crore in phase-1 to set up an
assembly line for the product at
its manufacturing facility in
Bengaluru, it said.

“We are bringing Musashi’s
expertise and advanced technol-
ogy to the electric mobility sec-
tor in India. Our focus is to pro-
vide components that are essen-
tial for the growth and success
of electric vehicles,” said
Toshihisa Otsuka, CEO India
and Africa Region, at Musashi
Seimitsu Industries.

The company said it is
expanding into e-mobility
through a strategic collaboration
with Bharat New-Energy
Company (BNC) Motors in
India.

The company has already
signed an initial pact with Strom
in Thailand, EV Go in Vietnam,
and Arc Ride in Kenya, and will
supply them e-Axle manufac-
tured in India.
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Patanjali Group is looking to clock a
turnover of Rs 1 lakh crore in next five

years as it expands reach to all sections of
consumers with different offerings, its
leader Baba Ramdev said on Friday.

Group firm Patanjali Foods (previous-
ly Ruchi Soya) will also play a significant part
in achieving the milestone, having set a tar-
get of Rs 45,000-50,000 crore turnover in
next five years.

As part of its portfolio premiumisation
strategy, Patanjali Foods introduced a new
range of offerings in nutraceuticals, health
biscuits, Nutrela millet-based cereals, and
dry fruits.

“It is our vision to take the turnover of
Patanjali Group to Rs 1 lakh crore in next
5 years and that of Patanjali Foods, which
is our listed company to up to Rs 50,000
crore,” Ramdev said while addressing a press
conference here.

Patanjali has been focussing on self
reliance in India, challenging the multina-

tionals in the domestic market, he said
adding,”Today we have overtaken all the
MNCs except Unilever, which is still ahead
of us.”

“Two decades back, when I had said we
will make Patanjali’s turnover at Rs 10,000
crore, at that time many had thought that
Baba was being overconfident. Then again
when I said about Patanjali’s aim of a
turnover of Rs 20,000 crore and compete
with the likes of Unilever, some had asked
us to be within our limits. Today, I proud-

ly say that the turnover of Patanjali group
has reached near Rs 45,000 crore level,” he
said.

Ramdev said the group has been offer-
ing a variety of affordable products for the
masses through Patanjali Ayurved and
now it is trying to tap the “emerging
upper-middle class” through the premium
products offered by Patanjali Foods.

At global level also, he said Patanjali is
moving towards becoming a leading com-
pany in the FMCG segment with its reach
touching around 200 crore people in 200
countries.

“In India itself, we have reached 70 crore
people and aim to reach more than 100 crore
people. We are making various preparations
for this. We have reached the masses and are
looking to cater to the upper-middle class
with our premium products like soya
chunks, premium oil and other Nutrela
products,” he said.

Patanjali Foods CEO Sanjeev Asthana
said the company currently has a turnover
of Rs 31,000 crore.

to a strong greenback overseas and
a negative trend in domestic equi-
ties. Crude oil prices were trading
lower on Friday with the benchmark
Brent crude slipping 0.58 per cent to
USD 75.23 per barrel. The dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket of six
currencies, was marginally up 0.08
per cent at 102.20.
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The rupee rebounded by 34 paise
to close at a month high against

the US dollar on Friday amid
domestic equity indices surging to
record high levels and losses in crude
oil prices. FII inflows into local equi-
ties and the greenback trading near
one-month low levels also bolstered

the rupee sentiment, analysts said.
At the interbank foreign exchange,
the domestic unit opened higher at
81.97 and moved in a range of 82.02
to 81.86 in the day trade. The unit
settled at 81.94 against the US dol-
lar, reflecting gains of 31 paise over
the previous close. 

On Thursday, the rupee settled
lower at 82.25 against the dollar due
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India’s leading brand for clear
aligners and skin solutions,

MakeO, formerly Toothsi, is
launching experience centre
nationwide to offer expert-led
treatments for teeth, skin, and
hair, featuring complimentary
consultations with certified
professionals. 

Within 48 hours, those
seeking teeth straightening
receive a free customised plan.
“Our tech enabled centres offer
first-of-its-kind services under
one roof for free diagnosis and
treatment planning,” shares Dr
Arpi Mehta, co-founder &
CEO, MakeO.
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Spain's Joselu pounced with two min-
utes remaining to snatch a 2-1 win over
Italy on Thursday and set up a Nations

League final clash against Croatia.
Luis de la Fuente's side shaded a tight

battle in Enschede to progress to Sunday's
final, where Zlatko Dalic's outfit are lying
in wait after beating hosts the Netherlands
on Wednesday.

Yeremy Pino sent La Roja ahead after
three minutes but Ciro Immobile netted
from the penalty spot to level and the game
seemed destined for extra-time before
Joselu prodded home from point-blank
range to win it.

The victory eases pressure on De la
Fuente, who had been heavily criticised
after March's loss to Scotland, in what was
only his second game in charge.

Joselu, who has three goals in three
games under the new coach, who handed
him his debut, managed to stay onside and
convert after Rodri Hernandez's effort was
deflected into his path.

The poacher, 33, was relegated with
Espanyol this season but netted 16 times
in La Liga.

"I am very happy for everyone, the
group and the coach deserve it," Jesus
Navas, who became Spain's oldest ever play-
er at 37, told Spanish broadcaster TVE.

"We played with great intensity, we're
delighted and we can be very proud of get-
ting ourselves into the final.

"It's a beautiful and hard-fought tri-
umph, this is the way we have to go to
achieve success."

De la Fuente handed new "signing"
Robin Le Normand his debut alongside
another French-born centre-back, Aymeric
Laporte, at De Grolsch Veste.

The Manchester City defender and his
team-mate Rodri were playing after tast-
ing Champions League success last
Saturday, with the latter scoring the win-
ning goal against Inter Milan in the final.

Mancini lined up with three at the back,
giving veteran centre-back Leonardo
Bonucci a start despite his patchy season
with Juventus.

Italy immediately paid the price, with
captain Bonucci robbed on the edge of his
own box under pressure from Gavi and
Yeremy Pino, with the latter driving into the
box and firing past Gianluigi Donnar-
umma. However the Azzurri quickly
pulled themselves level, when Le Normand
handled Nicolo Zaniolo's effort. Striker Ciro
Immobile dispatched the penalty, back with
the side for the first time since their cata-
strophic World Cup play-off defeat by
North Macedonia in March 2022.

Sassuolo midfielder David Frattesi
ran onto Jorginho's chip and slotted Italy's
second past Unai Simon, chosen in goal
over Kepa Arrizabalaga, but it was ruled out
for offside. Alvaro Morata forced
Donnarumma into a solid save down to his
right as Spain played on the counter-attack,
willing to go long to find the Atletico
Madrid striker in an end-to-end affair, the
40th "Mediterranean derby".

Spain thrashed Italy 4-0 in the Euro
2012 final and won in the 2021 Nations
League semi-finals, while Italy won Euro
2020 after beating Spain on penalties in the
semis.

He added he wanted to see if the upgraded
Mercedes car that carried him to second place in
Spain would remain as competitive this weekend.

"We've gone through a tough patch and we're
kind of like on that up now," he said.

"It feels like we had wins at some races – but
it's just about perspective because of course we
haven't been in first place.

"The steps we've taken at the last race as a team
to be on the podium with both drivers, that was
a win for us.

"We're just focused, we know where we need
to go. We don't know everything about how to get
there, but we know that together, we can get there
if we just keep our heads down.

"The science, the engineering at our team is
fantastic, we've got a great development team. I
honestly think we've got the best development
team.

"It's as good\n't know if this track suits our car,
but the weather may change that and then we'll
have to see."

He has a career total of a record 103 victories,
but he has not won since the 2021 Saudi Arabian
Grand Prix.
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Lewis Hamilton arrived at one of his favourite
circuits on Thursday to praise Mercedes' pro-

gressive work but had no news on his future with
the team before this Sunday's Canadian Grand Prix.

The seven-time world champion and seven-
time winner of the Canadian Grand Prix, a record
he shares with seven-time champion Michael
Schumacher, said he was "buzzing" after his and
team-mate George Russell's double podium fin-
ish in Spain.

Hamilton's contract with Mercedes ends this
year.

But, asked about a keenly-anticipated meet-
ing with team chief Toto Wolff, to finalise his next
deal with Mercedes, he said: "We never hooked up."

Pressed on the subject, he laughed off a sug-
gestion that he had been to share a pizza with Wolff
and explained there was no fresh developments to
reveal.

"No, we never had a pizza!" he said.
"I've seen Toto and we talked several times. We

have a great relationship so there is nothing else
to say at the moment."

���
� $�#�'$�$
E�$!'$%20��#F�

Spain coach Luis de la Fuente
said his team's morale was

"sky high" after they beat Italy on
Thursday to reach the Nations
League final against Croatia.

La Roja snatched a late win-
ner through Joselu after Italy's
Ciro Immobile cancelled out
Yeremy Pino's opening goal.

The coach had been criti-
cised heavily after his first two
matches in March, the second of
which was a defeat by Scotland.

"(I feel) satisfaction and
pride, I think we played an
extremely high-level game," De
la Fuente told reporters.

"We followed what we had
prepared to the letter. We're

happy and our morale is sky-
high."

The coach handed Robin Le
Normand his debut after the
French-born defender obtained
Spanish nationality in May, and
the Real Sociedad player
impressed despite conceding an
early penalty for handball.

"We have seen him so many
times, I was very calm, he's
shown he's top draw, he's cool-
headed, he's another player for
the cause and the future of
Spanish football," said De la
Fuente.

"He is very calm, he doesn't
get nervous in tough situations.
There was the accidental situa-
tion, he had the bad luck of hit-
ting the ball with his hand. "(But
his level) doesn't surprise us,

that's how he is, he's very good."
Italy coach Roberto Mancini

said he wished he had
approached the second half with
more attacking intent.

The coach stuck to the 3-5-
2 formation he opted for at the
start and watched his team fade
as Spain took control.

"I think it is a significant
defeat because I care about it and
I would have liked to have make
it to the final," said Mancini.

"We could have gone to a
back four, knowing we would
have given them a bit more ball
than they ordinarily have.

"Maybe we could have taken
up a higher block and been more
attacking. We dropped off too
much in the second half,
absolutely."
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Christian Pulisic scored twice
as the United States beat

Mexico 3-0 on Thursday to set
up a CONCACAF Champions
League final showdown with
Canada after a stormy battle that
saw both sides finish with nine
men.

Chelsea winger Pulisic
opened the scoring in the 37th
minute and then drove in a sec-
ond a minute after the interval,
slotting home a low cross from
Tim Weah, who had been sent
clear down the right by a fine
long pass from Weston McKennie.

The game at Las Vegas's Allegiant Stadium
turned ugly in the 69th minute when Cesar
Montes was shown a red card for an ugly wild kick
at US debutant Folarin Balogun and McKennie
was also dismissed for his role in the fracas which
followed.

Substitute Riccardo Pepi made sure of the win
with the American's third goal in the 78th minute
after an offside flag was over-ruled after a VAR
review.

Two more red cards followed in the 85th

minute when Mexico's Gerardo
Arteaga and the US's Sergino
Dest were sent off after anoth-
er mass brawl.

The match was stopped in
the final minutes due to a
homophobic chant from
Mexico supporters, triggering
the stadium warnings of a
potential suspension of the
game. There were also objects
and drinks thrown from the
stands on to the field and the
referee blew for time with
around half of the announced
12 minutes off stoppage time
still to play.

Pulisic expressed satisfaction with the result
but frustration that the game was allowed to spi-
ral out of control.

"It's a great scoreline for us, it's a big win and
we're into the finals," Pulisic said. "But the game
didn't need to turn into all this madness that it
did.

"They really need to control the game much
more. It's sad. And now we're missing two good
players just because everyone's losing their heads.

"I'm a little bit upset but at the end of the day
we're in the finals."
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Rudi Garcia said on Thursday
he was "as motivated as

ever" after the Frenchman was
named coach of runaway Italian
champions Napoli.

Ex-Roma boss Garcia, 59,
takes over from Luciano Spalletti
who left his position after guid-
ing the southern club to their
first Scudetto in 33 years.

Garcia was sacked by
Cristiano Ronaldo's Al Nassr in
April with the Saudi Arabian
side second in the table just
months after the five-time
Ballon d'Or winner joined in a
deal worth tens of millions of
dollars.

"What a pleasure to take on
the Napoli project. What a
please to return to Italy," Garcia
said on Twitter.

"I am as motivated and as
ambitious as I have ever been,"
he added.

Earlier, Napoli president
Aurelio De Laurentiis confirmed
Garcia's arrival before the club
announced the news on social
media.

"I have the pleasure of
announcing that, after having
met and spent time with him
during the last 10 days, Mr. Rudi

Garcia will be the new coach of
Napoli," De Laurentiis said on
Twitter.

"A sincere welcome to him
and a big good luck!" he added.

Fluent Italian speaker
Garcia won the French double
with Lille in 2011, before guid-
ing Roma to Champions League
qualification in 2014 and 2015.

He has also coached
Marseille and Lyon in his home-
land.

Italian media had reported
that former Barcelona and Spain
coach Luis Enrique was the
favourite to replace Spalletti
and ex-Paris Saint-Germain
boss Christophe Galtier was
also linked with the job.

De Laurentiis had said he
had a shortlist of 40 names to
succeed the colourful Spalletti.

Garcia will have big boots to
fill by following 64-year-old
Spalletti, the oldest coach to win
the Scudetto and the man who
led Napoli to the quarter-finals
of the Champions League for the
first time.

The Italian has departed
Naples for a return to his Tuscan
vineyard on gardening leave
with sporting director Cristiano
Giuntoli having also vacated
his position.
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India's Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty shocked top

seed Fajar Alfian and Muha-
mmad Rian Ardianto to sail into
the men's doubles semifinals
before HS Prannoy entered the
last-four stage of men's singles
competition at the Indonesia
Open here on Friday.

Prannoy registered a win
over Kodai Naraoka of Japan.

However, world champi-
onship silver medallist Kidambi
Srikanth bowed out of the men's
singles competition after going
down fighting to China's Li Shi
Feng in the quarterfinals.

The first Indian to take the
court, Srikanth lost 14-21 21-14
12-21 in one hour and nine min-
utes against world No. 10 Feng.

The win enabled Feng to
restore parity as far as his head-
to-head record against Srikanth

is concerned, which stands at 1-
1 now.

The seventh seeded duo of
Satwik and Chirag then dis-
played a flawless game to outwit
Indonesia's Alfian and Adrianto
21-13 21-13 in 41 minutes.

Satwik and Chirag will play
the winner of the quarterfinal
between Koreans Min Hyuk
Kang and Seung Jae Seo and
Indonesia's Leo Rolly Carnando
and Daniel Marthin.

In the final Indian match of
the day, seventh seed Prannoy
prevailed over Naraoka, seeded
third, 21-18 21-6 to book his
semifinal berth.

Prannoy will take on the
winner of the match between
top seed Viktor Axelsen of
Denmark and Chinese Taipei's
Tien Chen Chou.

In the battle between
Srikanth and Feng, the Chinese
came out on top in the first game

despite taking more time to get
off the blocks.

It was world No. 22
Srikanth, who opened up an
early 2-0 lead before Feng
bounced back with five straight
points, with the Indian guilty of
committing too many unforced
errors.

The initial lead was all
Srikanth could manage as his
Chinese opponent upped his
game as the match progressed to
take a 11-7 lead at the game
break.

Feng's court coverage and
anticipation was way better that
his opponent, who made a num-
ber of mistakes near the net.

Barring a few glimpses of his
old self, Srikanth looked com-
pletely off colour as Feng con-
tinued to increase his lead, exe-
cuting drop shots with precision
and body smashes to easily
pocket the first game.
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Kylian Mbappe on Thursday
said staying at Paris Saint-

Germain was his "only option
for now" after the France super-
star told the club he would not
be extending his contract
beyond 2024.

"I've already answered this
question, I said that my goal was
to carry on at the club, to stay at
PSG, it's my only option for
now," Mbappe told a news con-
ference ahead of Friday's Euro
2024 qualifier against Gibraltar
in Portugal.

Mbappe earlier this week
sent a letter to the club confirm-
ing he would not take up an
option to remain at the French
champions until 2025.

"I didn't think a letter could
kill or offend someone," Mbappe
said on Friday.

He told AFP he had never
discussed extending his contract
with PSG beyond next year.

That immediately raised the
prospect of the 24-year-old for-
ward, one of the most coveted
players in world football, follow-
ing Lionel Messi out of Parc des
Princes this summer.

Mbappe said he wasn't sur-
prised by suggestions PSG could
look to cash in by selling him
now, rather than allowing him
to leave for nothing at the end
of next season.

"No, there's not much that
shocks me," he said.

The France captain also

denied interfering with the
national team's preparations by
sending the letter four days
before the Gibraltar fixture.

"I accept everything, people
can talk, criticise, I understand,"
he said. "People don't have all the
ins and outs. I know why I do
what I do and I say what I say.
There's no problem with that."

"I have a responsiblity as
captain. A few noises won't
make me run away from this
responsibility. It's not my tem-
perament to run away," he
added.

Mbappe also touched upon
comments from President
Emmanuel Macron, who on
Wednesday said he would "try

to push" for the player to stay in
France. "He wants for me to stay
in Paris and my goal is to stay,
so we're on the same wave-
length," said Mbappe.

After playing Gibraltar in
Faro, World Cup runners-ups
France host Greece on Monday
in Group B of Euro 2024 qual-
ifying.

Mbappe was named as
France's new captain before
they began Euro qualifying in
March with wins over the
Netherlands and Ireland.

With the Dutch currently
focused on the Nations League
finals, France can all but wrap up
qualification by claiming back-
to-back victories.
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South Africa women's cricket
team will undertake their

first-ever tour to Pakistan in
August/September which will
kick-start a busy 2023/24 inter-
national cricket season for the
Pakistan women's cricket team,
said the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) on Friday.

South Africa will play three
T20Is and three ICC Women's
Championship 2022-25 ODIs in
Karachi from September 1-14.
Pakistan is presently sitting sec-
ond on the points table with five
wins in nine ODIs (three series),
while South Africa has played
only one series of three ODIs
and has six points.

"I am extremely excited to
be back to play a bilateral series
in Pakistan. Having visited
Pakistan earlier this year for the
women's league exhibition
matches, I was truly impressed
by the warm hospitality and the
passionate cricket fans."

"The players were very
friendly, it was really great to be
there and experience the coun-
try. Pakistan is always a very
competitive and dangerous side
in their own backyard, so I feel
it's going to be a good series. The
ODIs being a part of the ICC
Women's Championship is very
important for women's cricket,
and we all are looking forward
to it," said South Africa skipper
Sune Luus.

It will be South Africa's
first international assignment

since their remarkable runners-
up finish in the ICC Women's
T20 World Cup on home soil in
February. South Africa will be
the fourth high-profile nation-
al women's side to tour Pakistan
in recent times, after West
Indies, Sri Lanka and Ireland
made trips to the country in the
last few years.

"We are pleased to anno-
unce the Proteas Women's first-
ever tour to Pakistan. This tour
not only signifies the strength-
ening of bilateral relations
between our nations but also
highlights the ICC's commit-
ment to globally competitive
women's cricket through the
Women's Future Tours Pro-
gramme. We are confident that
this tour will pave the way for
further collaborations and
opportunities in the future."

"These six matches will also

provide the Proteas Women's
team with an opportunity to
further establish themselves
among the elite in internation-
al cricket. Success during this
tour will contribute to a seam-
less journey towards the
upcoming tours and the ICC
Women's T20 and 50-over
World Cups, which will take
place within the next two years,"
Pholetsi Moseki, the CEO of
Cricket South Africa.

In head-to-head encounters
between South Africa and
Pakistan, the Proteas have had
the upper hand, with a 76% win
rate. Out of 24 matches played,
South Africa has won 19 ODIs,
with one match ending in no
result. In the T20I format, the
competition has been closer,
with South Africa recording 11
wins and seven defeats against
the hosts.
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The Indian women's cricket
team will be back on the

international circuit through a
tour of Bangladesh for the white-
ball series in July. The Harman-
preet Kaur-led side last played
on the international circuit when
they lost to Australia by five runs
in the semi-final of the Women's
T20 World Cup in South Africa
in February.

"Yes, we will be playing a
white-ball series against India
women's national cricket team
in July and all the matches will
be played at Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium," Shafiul Alam
Chowdhury Nadel, Bangladesh
Cricket Board's women's wing
chairman, was quoted as saying
in a Cricbuzz report.

The report also said it will
be the first time in 11 years that
the Sher-e-Bangla National

Cricket Stadium will host
women's international matches,
with all games between India
and Bangladesh to be day-night
affairs. The last time the
Bangladesh women's team
played at this venue was in
2012 against South Africa.

It added that the Indian
team will arrive in Dhaka on July
6 to play three ODIs and as
many T20Is. The T20Is are
scheduled on July 9, 11 and 13
while the three ODIs, which are
part of the 2022-25 ICC
Women's ODI Championship
cycle, will be played on July 16,
19 and 22. The Indian team
members recently underwent a
High-Performance training and
conditioning camp at the
National Cricket Academy
(NCA) in Bengaluru, with men's
head coach Rahul Dravid and
NCA head VVS Laxman giving
them pep talks during the camp.
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Najmul Hossain and
Mominul Haque both hit a

century as Bangladesh closed in
on a victory in the one-off Test
against Afghanistan after setting
up an improbable 662-run tar-
get for the opponent on Friday.

Najmul followed his 146
from the first innings with 124,
making him the second
Bangladesh batter to hit a cen-
tury in both innings of a Test.

Mominul, the first
Bangladeshi to achieve the feat,
brought up his first century
since April 2021 with an unbeat-
en 121 as Bangladesh declared
its second innings on 425-4.

Afghanistan batted 11 overs
to score 45-2 before bad light

brought a premature end to the
Day 3. Afghanistan trails by 617
runs with two days left and
would need to rewrite the record
books to get an unlikely victo-
ry.

To make matter worse, its
captain Hashmatullah Shahidi
had to retire after being hit in the
head by a bouncer from fast
bowler Taskin Ahmed.

Afghanistan's bowling
attack struggled to create any
chances, while the Bangladesh
batters got enough loose deliv-
eries to punish with ease after
resuming Day 3 at 134-1.

Opener Zakir Hasan scored
71 off 95 deliveries before per-
ishing while going for a third
run, ending a 173-run second-
wicket partnership.

After playing in limited-
overs style, Najmul completed
his fourth test century off 115
balls, nudging occasional bowler
Hashmatullah Shahidi behind
square for a single.

Left-arm wrist spinner
Zahir Khan momentarily inter-
vened in Bangladesh's run-fest,
taking two wickets in three
balls.

After hitting 15 boundaries
in his 151-ball knock, Shanto fell,
clipping one to short midwick-
et. Veteran Mushfiqur Rahim
miscued a reverse sweep, after
hitting a six on the previous
delivery.

Mominul and Liton Das
then denied Afghanistan any
success, with the former guiding
a short delivery of pacer Yamin
Ahmadzai over the keeper for a
boundary to reach his 12th cen-
tury.

Liton, who was not out on
66 on his captaincy debut,
picked up his 16th half-century,
also hitting a boundary through
fine leg against Zahir.

Paceman Shoriful Islam
them gave Bangladesh a break-
through with his first delivery,
trapping Ibrahim Zadran lbw for
duck.

Abdul Malik edged a deliv-
ery of Taskin behind wicket as
Bangladesh lost two wickets for
seven runs in the second over.
Rahmat Shah was batting on 10
with Nasir Jamal on 5.

Bangladesh put up 382 in its
first innings before dismissing
Afghanistan for 146.
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England captain Ben Stokes
revealed that Stuart Broad's

dominance over David Warner
was a major factor in his selec-
tion for the Ashes opener,
starting on Friday.

During the 2019 Ashes
campaign, Warner was trou-
bled by Broad's deliveries from
around the wicket. In 10
innings, the opener was dis-
missed seven times by the
English bowler, resulting in an
average of less than 10 for the
series.

Asked if that was a factor
in Broad's selection, Stokes
said, "I'd be lying if I said no,"
as quoted by cricket.com.au.

The English captain com-
pared Broad's impact on
Warner to Indian spinner R.
Ashwin's record against him.
He also applauded the fast
bowler for his consistency
throughout the years.

"It's just one of those things
-- like (India's Ravichandran)
Ashwin against me. 'Broady' has
been an unbelievable performer
over many years.

"What the Ashes brings, it's
so hard to look past someone
like that. It's so hard to look past
Jimmy and 'Robbo' as well, he's
been incredible over the last
year in all conditions. I'm very
happy with the team we've
ended up picking," Stokes said.

Warner showed signs of

form during his first-innings
hand of 43 in the World Test
Championship (WTC) Final
last week and has vowed to be
more aggressive against Broad
than he was four years ago.

Australian skipper Pat
Cummins has also expressed
his confidence that Warner
will prevail over his long-time
nemesis.

"I'm sure he's thought
about it a lot over the last cou-
ple of years hoping to get
another crack at it. Davey will
have all his plans in place. I'm
sure you'll see a bit more of an
aggressive Davey than what you
saw in 2019 and he's itching to
get out there and have anoth-
er chance at it," Cummins said.
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West Indies, Zimbabwe and Sri
Lanka will enter the ICC Men's

Cricket World Cup 2023 Qualifier
high on confidence, having won both
their warm-up matches ahead of the
tournament.Netherlands and Nepal
will also both enter the group stages on
the back of victories, with the
Netherlands overcoming Ireland while
Nepal beat Oman.

POWELL POWERS WEST INDIES
TO BIG WIN AGAINST UAE: Big-
hitting Rovman Powell's rapid centu-
ry helped the West Indies defeat UAE
by 114 runs at Takashinga, Harare on
Thursday.

Nicholas Pooran's 74 had helped
the Windies to a commanding position
before three wickets in nine balls saw
his side slip to 198-7 midway.

But Powell combined with Keemo
Paul to put on 139 for the eighth wick-
et, the former eventually dismissed for
105 from just 55 balls as the Windies
posted 374 for nine.

The UAE had a centurion of their
own in the form of Basil Hameed, who
batted valiantly to reach 122 not out as
his side fell 114 runs short.

Yannic Cariah was again the star of
the West Indies attack as he took four
for 58 to back up his four-wicket haul
in the first warm-up game.

ZIMBABWE GO TWO FROM TWO
AFTER DOMINANT SCOTLAND
VICTORY: Brandon McMullen fell one
run short of a half-century as Scotland
were bowled out for 163 having been
put into bat by hosts Zimbabwe.

The right-hander put on an
innings-high partnership of 47 runs
with Matthew Cross for the second
wicket before the latter was bowled by
Brad Evans for 32. McMullen was
unable to build another partnership
before he was dismissed by Ryan Burl
for 49, with late cameos from Jack Jarvis
(26) and Christopher McBride (20)
pushing Scotland past 150. In response,
Zimbabwe chased the modest total
inside 25 overs with six wickets to spare.

Sikandar Raza top scored with 44

from 28 balls while Joylord Gumbie and
Craig Ervine both made 37, with
Micheal Leask's two quick wickets
only providing temporary resistance.

KARUNARATNE CENTURY SETS
UP BIG WIN FOR SRI LANKA:
Dimuth Karunaratne made a sparkling
century as Sri Lanka handed USA a
198-run defeat in Bulawayo.

Karunaratne was joined at the
crease by Kusal Mendis in the seventh
over with Sri Lanka 39 for one, before
the pair combined for a 191-run part-
nership to power the Lions to 392 for
five.

Mendis departed for 105 from 91
before Karunaratne retired not out on
111 from 100 balls to leave time for

strong middle-order striking from
Charith Asalanka and Dasun Shanaka,
who added 112 for the fifth wicket.

After losing both openers for just
10 runs to begin their response, the
USA rebuilt through Monank Patel who
scored 68 before becoming one of three
wickets in an over for Matheesha Pat-
hirana to leave USA on 106 for seven.

Shayan Jahangir was left stranded
on 63 not out as Usman Rafiq was run
out with USA falling 198 runs short.

BARRESI GUIDES NETHERLANDS
TO WIN: Ireland were bowled out for
193 in the 40th over with Harry Tector,
who made a century against USA ear-
lier in the week, one of seven players to
score single figures against Netherlands
as Scott Edward's side shared the wick-
ets around.

Lorcan Tucker rebuilt from 58 for
five in the 20th over, helped by a quick-
fire 46 from 25 balls from Gareth
Delany, who became Shariz Ahmad's
second wicket.

Tucker was stumped by Edwards
for 74 off the bowling of Clayton Floyd
before Craig Young fell three balls later
to Saqib Zulfiqar to bring Ireland's
innings to a premature close.

Wesley Barresi's 90 helped see the
Netherlands home, with Barresi and
Max O'Dowd putting on 89 for the sec-
ond wicket, though Ireland did not go
down without a fight.

Three balls after O'Dowd depart-
ed, Noah Croes was also dismissed by
Ben White, who returned figures of five
for 61 as Ireland reduced Netherlands
to 114 for six in the 19th over.

Barresi was dismissed 10 runs
short of a century but Aryan Dutt and
Logan van Beek calmly knocked off the
remaining runs to see the Netherlands
home by two wickets.

NEPAL HOLD ON TO DEFEAT
OMAN: Captain Zeeshan Maqsood
rescued Oman after they slipped to
seven for four, going on to make a run-
a-ball century. Maqsood combined
with Shoaib Khan to steady Oman,
putting on 84 runs for the fifth wicket
before compiling an 115-run partner-
ship with Ayaan Khan.

The left-hander was dismissed for
109 as Sompal Kami struck twice in the
penultimate over before Khan depart-
ed in the final over for 56, Kami claim-
ing figures of five for 57 to leave Oman
267 all out.

In reply, Nepal made a strong start
as opener Kushal Bhurtel scored 101
before retiring as he and Bhim Sharki
added 115 runs for the second wicket.

With Nepal needing just one run
to win, Oman hit back with three quick
wickets as Aqib Ilyas took four for 42
before Sandeep Lamichhane hit a six
from the first ball that he faced to secure
the win.
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Umpiring at home over the
past three years under the

constant pressure put by the big
Indian stars has helped Nitin
Menon grow immensely as an
ICC Elite Panel umpire, prepar-
ing him well for his much-
awaited Ashes debut next
month. 

After being inducted into
the ICC Elite Panel in June 2020,
Menon did majority of India's
home games due to COVID-19
induced travel restrictions put in

place for foreigners.
He also got to officiate in

couple of T20 World Cups in
UAE and Australia and he was
in England last year for their
home series against South
Africa, taking his match tally to
15 Tests, 24 ODIs and 20 T20
Internationals since June 2020.

In an exclusive interview to
PTI ahead of the Ashes, Menon
said it was a blessing in disguise
that he got to do so many
games over the past three years.

"It has been a amazing expe-
rience working in Indian sub-
continent in the first two years,
doing Test matches and then get-
ting to officiate in T20 World
Cups in Australia and Dubai. I
am working with best match
officials and players has added
to my umpiring experience. I
have learnt a lot about my own
character, how I behave under
pressure, so lots of positives."

Menon is expected to be
part of the umpiring team in the
last three Ashes Tests. Having
done most of games in a pres-
sure cooker environment at
home, Menon finds officiating
in overseas games much easier",
he said.

Root, Bairstow revive Eng after
Aus threaten to take command
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Australia threatened to take
control of the first day of
the Ashes series before an

unbeaten 64-run partnership
between Joe Root and Jonny
Bairstow lifted England to 240-
5 at tea on Friday in an evenly
balanced contest.

Root was 66 not out and his
Yorkshire clubmate Bairstow
had 33. The pair came together
after Harry Brook was out in
bizarre fashion and captain Ben
Stokes lasted only eight balls.
England scored at nearly five

runs an over in the morning but
refrained from all-out "Bazball"
attack, settling for a mix of
some 54 singles and 12 fours but
no sixes to go to lunch on 124-
3 against an uncharacteristical-
ly cautious Australia.

Brook won't want to watch
a replay of his dismissal - not
that he was looking the first time
- and Stokes was out for a sin-
gle to Josh Hazlewood (2-44) in
wicketkeeper Alex Carey's third
catch of the innings. Root and
Brook brought up their 50 part-
nership at almost a run a ball.

Australia needed wickets

and broke through, though not
in a way it expected. Lyon (2-71)
bowled Brook when the batter's
thigh pad sent the ball looping
into the air and seemingly away
from his crease before dropping
centrally and spinning back
onto the stumps, with Brook
taking no preventive action.

Stokes came in to huge
cheers and almost got out in the
same over, putting his wicket in
peril with an ambitious reverse
sweep. The captain was caught
behind shortly after at the other
end, appealed and walked off
when the screen showed a def-

inite edge.
England was 176-5 and the

game moving Australia's way
until Root and Bairstow joined
forces.

Zak Crawley (61) was ear-
lier dismissed by seamer Scott
Boland off the last ball before
lunch. Australia had set mostly
defensive fields after losing the
toss on an excellent wicket to bat
on in hot and sunny conditions.

Australia captain Pat
Cummins said he would have
also batted first, no surprise
given his team boasts the top
three-ranked Test batters in

Marnus Labuschagne, Steve
Smith and Travis Head.

Australia has not won an
Ashes series in England since
2001 but entered the game as the
newly crowned world test cham-
pion after beating India on
Sunday. It hammered England
4-0 in the last Ashes series in
2021-22, meaning Australia
needs only to draw the best-of-
five contest to keep cricket's
famed urn. A moment's silence
before the game paid tribute to
victims of a knife and van attack
in Nottingham, England, includ-
ing two cricket-loving students.
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