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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) criticised the

Central Government’s deci-
sion to initiate a Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
audit into the reconstruction
expenses of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s
official residence. The party
accused the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) of resorting to
desperate measures due to
their anticipated defeat in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections and
said a CAG investigation was
conducted last year, revealing
no evidence of financial irreg-
ularities.

The reconstruction of the
Chief Minister’s residence
had previously sparked a

political battle in the capital
city, with the BJP demanding
an investigation into the mat-
ter and the AAP claiming that
the house was in a dilapidat-
ed state as it was constructed
in 1942.

Expressing strong dis-
pleasure, the AAP issued a
statement saying, “This move
by the Modi Government
reeks of desperation as the
BJP anticipates an inevitable
defeat in the forthcoming
2024 general elections.
Regarding the CAG inquiry
into the reconstruction
expenses of the Chief
Minister’s residence, it is
important to note that it was
already conducted last year,
revealing no evidence of
financial irregularities.”

Continued on Page 2
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In a strong condemnation of
the alleged online harass-

ment faced by Wall Street
Journal (WSJ) reporter Sabrina
Siddiqui, the White House has
termed the incident as “unac-
ceptable” and “antithetical to
the very principles of democ-
racy.” Siddiqui had posed a
question on democracy in
India during a joint Press con-
ference with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Joe Biden in Washington last
week.

White House National
Security Council Coordinator
for Strategic Communications,
John Kirby, addressed the issue
during a media interaction late
on Monday in Washington.
Kirby stated that the White
House was “aware of the

reports of that harassment”
and emphasised that the online
abuse Siddiqui faced was com-
pletely unacceptable.

According to the Wall
Street Journal, since asking the
question, Siddiqui has been
subjected to “intense online
harassment from people inside
India.” The newspaper also
highlighted that Siddiqui’s
Muslim faith had become a tar-
get for harassment.

Kirby reiterated the White
House’s stance, stating, “It’s
unacceptable. And we absolute-
ly condemn any harassment of
journalists anywhere under
any circumstances. That’s just
- that’s completely unaccept-
able. And it’s antithetical to the
very principles of democracy
that - you’re right - were on dis-
play last week during the state
visit.”

Continued on Page 2
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Tomato prices have witnessed
a sharp increase across the

country, leaving consumers grap-
pling with the soaring costs of
this essential kitchen staple. In
retail markets tomato is being
sold in the range of Rs 80-120 per
kilogram. Vegetable vendors and
wholesalers attribute the price
hike to disruptions in tomato
supply caused by heavy rainfall
in key producing States.

Mother Dairy’s Safal stores
have seen a doubling of tomato
prices in the past week, with rates
reaching nearly Rs 80 per kilo-
gram. The rains have severely
affected tomato supplies, result-
ing in a demand-supply gap. The
best quality tomatoes at Safal
stores are currently priced at Rs

78 per kilogram, while lower-
priced varieties are also available. 

Mother Dairy operates more
than 300 Safal stores in the
Delhi-NCR market.

Agritech startup Otipy,
which sells fresh fruits and veg-
etables through a mobile app, is

selling tomatoes at Rs 86 per kilo-
gram. 

Similarly, e-commerce plat-
form Big Basket is offering toma-
toes at prices ranging from Rs 80-
85 per kilogram.

Regarding the price surge, a
spokesperson from Mother

Dairy said, “With the onset of
monsoon, the tomato crop is cur-
rently going through a seasonal
transition. Rainfall in areas such
as Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand has impacted the
crop and restricted its supply,
resulting in a demand-supply
gap.”

Consumer Affairs secretary
Rohit Kumar Singh assured con-
sumers that the spike in tomato
prices is a temporary seasonal
phenomenon and expects prices
to normalize soon.  “It is a high-
ly perishable commodity.
Transportation gets affected in
areas that received sudden rains.
It is a temporary issue. Prices will
cool down soon. It happens
every year during this time,”
Singh said.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday took a

stinging swipe at the
Opposition by describing their
unity bid as “guarantee” for cor-
ruption and batted for the
introduction of the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC), saying,
“How will the country be able
to run with such a dual sys-
tem?”

Modi maintained that the
BJP would not adopt the poli-
cy of “tushtikaran” (appease-
ment) but that of “san-
thushtikaran” (satisfaction) of
all communities and criticised
them for supporting triple
talaq. Speaking about the
alleged “discrimination” faced
by the backward Muslims when
the BJP was not in power at the
Centre, he said, “Those who do
vote-bank politics have
destroyed Pasmanda Muslims
and they did not get any ben-
efits.”

Modi regretted that there
was no discussion on the plight
of the Pasmanda Muslims in
the country who are not treat-
ed equally but considered lowly
and untouchable and were dis-
criminated against for endless
generations by their more priv-
ileged brethren and were
exploited by the “vote-bank
politics.”

The Prime Minister further

said even the Supreme Court
has advocated for the Uniform
Civil Code, but those practic-
ing vote-bank politics are
opposing it. While drawing
attention to what he said was
the “vote-bank and appease-
ment politics,” Modi sought to
affirm that “the BJP is working
for ‘Sabka saath, Sabka vikas’
and giving Muslims all benefits
of Government schemes like
PM Ayushman Bharat and PM
Awas Yojna.”

Talking about the Uniform
Civil Code, Modi said, “We are
seeing that work is being done
to instigate such people in the
name of Uniform Civil Code.
If there is one law for one mem-
ber in a house and another for
the other, will the house be able
to run? So how will the coun-
try be able to run with such a
dual system?”

“If you want the welfare of
your sons, daughters, and

grandchildren, then vote for the
BJP and not any family-ori-
ented parties,” he said.

Modi also said those sup-
porting triple talaq were doing
grave injustice to Muslim
daughters. 

“Triple talaq doesn’t just do
injustice to daughters...Entire
families get ruined. If triple
talaq is an essential part of
Islam, then why was it banned
in countries like Qatar, Jordan,
Indonesia,” Modi asked.

Modi said that in Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, South India,
especially in Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, and Tamil
Nadu, and a number of other
States, many castes were bereft
of development because of the
policy of appeasement.

In the interactive session
with the BJP workers in Bhopal
where Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and BJP pres-
ident JP Nadda were also pre-

sent, Modi was asked by a BJP
worker about the Opposition
parties’ bid for unity vis-à-vis
the BJP to which he replied say-
ing, “You seem to be very
angry with them, but you need
to sympathise with them...daya
karni chahiye.”

He said the Opposition
parties are “more restless and
worried today than they were
in 2014 and 2019 elections. “
Aaj jo chatpatahat aap
Opposition mein dekh rahain
hain vo pahle nahin thi,” Modi
said.

“Those who used to be
staunch enemies of each other
are today prostrating before
each other...they are worried
and scared, which signals that
voters have already made up
their minds to elect the BJP
again in 2024 Lok Sabha polls,”
said Modi amidst heavy clap-
ping and slogan-shouting.

Continued on Page 2
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The Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) of

India will conduct a special
audit into alleged “irregularities
and violations” in the “recon-
struction” of Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s official bun-
galow at Flag Staff Road.

The Union Home Ministry
has recommended the special
CAG audit taking note of a
May 24 letter by Lieutenant-
Governor VK Saxena which
pointed out “gross and prima
facie financial irregularities”
in the “reconstruction” of the
Chief Minister’s official resi-
dence. A massive controversy
broke out in April this year
after it was revealed that over
Rs 52.71 crore had been spent
to renovate the Chief Minister’s
official residence. 

In his letter to the MHA,
Saxena said the “alleged irreg-
ularities” were highlighted by
the media after which Delhi’s
Chief Secretary submitted a
factual report on April 27 and
then again on May 12.  “The
reports detailed deviations,
violations from rules, regula-
tions and guidelines by the
Public Works Department and
the Delhi Government in the
name of renovation of the
Chief Minister’s residence”, he
said. According to the reports
of the Chief Secretary, a full-
fledged construction/re-con-
struction of a new building was
carried out by the PWD in the
name of renovation, the L-G’s
letter said. Contd on Page 2
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New York City has official-
ly declared Diwali as a

school holiday, recognising the
cultural significance of the fes-
tival and celebrating the diver-
sity of its residents, including
the Indian community. Mayor
Eric Adams announced the
decision, describing it as a
“victory” for the city and its
various communities.

Mayor Adams expressed
pride in the passage of the Bill
by the State Assembly and the
State Senate, stating his confi-
dence in the Governor’s
approval. Speaking from City
Hall during a special
announcement, he said, “This
is a victory, not only for the
men and women of the Indian
community and all communi-
ties that celebrate Diwali, but
it’s a victory for New York.”

New York Assembly
Member Jenifer Rajkumar, the
first Indian-American woman
elected to a New York State

office, highlighted the long-
standing efforts of the South
Asian and Indo-Caribbean
community in securing this
recognition. She emphasised
that Diwali would now be
enshrined as a school holiday
in law, underscoring the impor-
tance of the occasion for over
600,000 Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist,
and Jain Americans across
New York City.

Rajkumar celebrated the
broader significance of the
decision, stating, “Today, we
proudly say that Diwali is not
just a holiday. It is an American
holiday, and the South Asian
community is part of the
American story.” 

Continued on Page 2
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Women activists were
deliberately blocking

routes and interfering in oper-
ations by security forces in vio-
lence-hit Manipur, the Army
said, urging people to help it in
restoring peace in the
Northeastern State. Terming
such “unwarranted interfer-
ence” detrimental to the time-
ly response by security forces,
the Army’s Spears Corps shared
a video on Twitter late on
Monday of some such inci-
dents.

The statement came two
days after a stand-off in Imphal
East’s Itham village between the

Army and a mob led by women
that forced the forces to let go
of 12 militants holed up there.

“Women activists in
#Manipur are deliberately
blocking routes and interfering
in Operations of Security
Forces. Such unwarranted
interference is detrimental to
the timely response by Security
Forces during critical situations
to save lives and property. The
Indian Army appeals to all sec-
tions of population to support
our endeavours in restoring
peace. Help us to Help
Manipur,” it tweeted.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi will visit vio-
lence-hit Manipur from June
29-30 and meet people in relief
camps and interact with civil
society members, party gener-
al secretary KC Venugopal said
on Tuesday. 

This is the first visit of the
Congress leader to the north-
eastern State embroiled in eth-
nic violence since May 3.
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In a scathing rebuke, the
Allahabad High Court on

Tuesday lashed out at the cre-
ators of the film Adipurush for
its dialogues and raised doubts
about whether the film’s dis-
claimer belittles the intellect of
fellow countrymen and the
youth.

The court slammed the
film makers and directed the
inclusion of Manoj Muntashir
Shukla, the co-writer of the
film, as a party in the case.
Shukla has been served a
notice, compelling him to
respond within one week.

Justice Rajesh Chauhan
and Justice Shri Prakash Singh
presided over the bench hear-
ing the petition seeking a ban

on Adipurush. Expressing their
concerns, the judges asked,
“Do those responsible for the
disclaimer consider the coun-
trymen and youth to be brain-
less? You showcase Lord Rama,
Lord Laxman, Lord Hanuman,
Ravana, Lanka, and then claim

it is not Ramayana?”
The court emphasised that

the film’s dialogues are a mat-
ter of great significance, as
Ramayana holds an esteemed
position in society. It high-
lighted that people read
Ramcharitmanas before leaving

their homes and stressed that
certain elements should not be
tampered with in films.

Addressing the issue, the
bench remarked, “If we over-
look this matter, citing the
belief that people of this reli-
gion are tolerant, will it also be
tested?” It raised questions
about the responsibility of the
film certification authority,
inquiring whether it had ful-
filled its obligations.

Drawing attention to the
portrayal of Lord Hanuman
and Sita, the court observed, “It
is commendable that people
did not disrupt law and order
despite watching the film.
However, the depiction of Lord
Hanuman and Sita seems
insignificant. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Tuesday arrested

the Supertech chairman and
owner, R K Arora, on charges of
money laundering, according to
official sources. Arora was taken
into custody under the criminal
sections of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) after an extensive
round of questioning at the fed-
eral agency’s office in New
Delhi.  he is expected to appear
before a special PMLA court on
Wednesday. Contd on Page 2
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Tuesday hit out at the BJP
Government saying it was not
going to last beyond six months
as the people of the country had
read through their bluffs and
would throw them out of power
in the next year’s general elec-
tions.

Though the Chief Minister
made no direct remark on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s speech at Bhopal from
where he attacked the
Trinamool Congress — an
important part of the ̀ 19-party
anti-BJP alliance — for its
alleged involvement in a pletho-
ra of scams that could breach Rs
24,000 crores mark, Banerjee
said the BJP leaders were feign-
ing secular by reaching out to
the minority communities sens-
ing defeat in the parliamentary
elections.

Mamata was addressing a
panchayat election rally at
Jalpaiguri in North Bengal.
“The next Lok Sabha polls will
be held in February–March …

which means the BJP govern-
ment will not last beyond that
period,” because their anti-
people policies and vindictive
approach had angered the
entire nation. She said that the
BJP leaders were Sensing defeat
which was why they were try-
ing to clean their image by shar-
ing pictures with some richer
members of the Muslim com-
munity but “that will not yield
any price because they Muslims
are only businessmen and do
not care about the poor and
downtrodden.”

Attacking the Modi
Government for hiking prices

of all the essential commodities
she said, “it is an irony that the
rice that the people get for Rs
2 per kg has to be boiled on a
gas that they have to purchase
for Rs 1,200 … when you raise
such uncomfortable questions
they will shut your mouth …
they will stop central funds,”
adding, “you can stop funds,
you can stop projects but you
cannot stop us from telling the
truth … you have been exposed
… your lies have been exposed
and you will be thrown out of
power after six months.”

Reacting to the Modi’s
Bhopal remarks TMC

spokesperson Kunal Ghosh
said, “before blaming the
Trinamool Congress the Prime
Minister should have consid-
ered the conduct of his tallest
leader in Bengal who is one of
the FIR named accused in
Narada scam … similarly there
are many other leaders in the
BJP who are big scamsters …
But the Prime Minister is blind
to them.”

Claiming that the BJP’s bal-
loon had burst, Ghosh said,
“Modi and his generals had bro-
ken all records of too-and-fro-
journey to Bengal in 2021 but
were miserably defeated … they
know that they are going to face
the same fate this time round …
so whatever he said was a panic
reaction … he is extremely
afraid after seeing secular forces
uniting nationally… and so he
is making such meaningless
statements.”

Elsewhere, TMC second in
command Abhishek Banerjee
too launched a blistering attack
on the Prime Minister saying he
should change his mindset
adding “his mindset is taking
him away from the people.”
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Bengal Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee  on

Tuesday had a providential
e s c a p e
when the
c h o p p e r
she was fly-
ing in from
Jalpaigur i
to Siliguri
B a g d o g r a
Airport developed snags soon
after it faced air turbulence in
the midst of heavy rains and
strong winds.

She was coming after
addressing a panchayat elec-
tion rally in Jalpaiguri district.
She was scheduled to land at
Bagdogra airport off Siliguri
in Darjeeling district some 30
miles away.
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In a grim reminder of similar
acts of violence indulged in

jilted lovers, a 22-year-old man
attacked his female friend with
a sickle in a fit of rage after she
repeatedly spurned his efforts
to maintain his relations with
her in Pune’s downtown
Sadashiv Peth on Tuesday
morning, only to be chased and
caught by youngsters minutes
later.

In a broad daylight inci-
dent that took place at 9.55 am,
the accused — indentified as
one Shantanu Laman Jadhav –
stabbed the victim girl  in her
arm and her boyfriend, using
a sickle, when the girl who was
riding pillion on a scooter with
her friend.  

The victim girl, who had
her boyfriend had stopped
briefly near Swad Hotel at
Sadhashiv Peth and was con-
versing with him with, Jadhav
accosted them and stabbed

both of them with a sickle.
After being stabbed, the pan-
icked boy ran away, while the
accused chased and stabbed the
girl.

However, two youngsters
— who were present on the
scene of crime — saved the life
of the victim girl, by chasing
the accused boy, catching hold
of them, accosting him and
handing him over to the
Vishrambaug  police.

The injured girl and her
boy friend were admitted to a

nearby hospital where they are
currently undergoing treat-
ment.

Preliminary investigations
have revealed that the victim
girl and the accused were in
love while both of them were
studying in a college at Kothurd
locaity However, after finishing
education, the victim girl
joined another college at
Sadhgashiv Peth for higher
studies. After a dispute, the
relations between them had
soured.
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People suffering from insom-
nia or any type of sleep dis-

order may be more likely to
have a stroke, according to a
study published in the journal
Neurology. The study revealed
that the connection between
insomnia symptoms and stroke
was particularly strong in indi-
viduals under the age of 50.
Those who experienced five to
eight symptoms of insomnia
had nearly four times the risk
of stroke compared to people
with no symptoms.

Participants with more
than five symptoms of insom-
nia had a 51% increased risk of
stroke, while those with one
symptom had a 16% increased
risk. 

However, the researchers
emphasised that the study does
not establish a cause-and-effect
relationship between insomnia

symptoms and stroke; it only
demonstrates an association.

“There are many therapies
that can help people improve
the quality of their sleep, so
determining which sleep prob-
lems lead to an increased risk
of stroke may allow for earlier
treatments or behavioral ther-
apies for people who are hav-
ing trouble sleeping and possi-
bly reducing their risk of stroke
later in life,” Wendemi Sawa-
dogo, from Virginia Common-
wealth University in the US,
said.
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With the objective of pro-
viding a second career

to ex-ser vicemen, the
Directorate General
Resett lement (DGR),
Ministry of Defence on Tues-
day signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
IBM to engage ex-service-
men and to facilitate their
seamless integration into the
civilian workforce.

Through this MoU, the
DGR will collaborate with
IBM to tap into the rich tal-
ent pool of ex-servicemen
for relevant job opportunities
that may continue to arise at
the company and its affiliates.

As part of this association,
IBM aims to bridge the gap
between military service and
civilian employment, by pro-
viding veterans with exciting
opportunities for profession-
al growth and personal devel-
opment.

The DGR and IBM will
collaborate, on a continuous
basis, to identify ex-service-
men with skill set and apti-
tude suitable for various open
positions within the compa-
ny. After assessment and short
listing of candidates, IBM
will leverage its resources and
expertise to facilitate the
recruitment, training, and up
skilling of ex-servicemen for
those roles.

Major General Sharad
Kapur, Director General (Re-
settlement) said, “Our part-
nership with IBM India
would bring in more visibili-
ty for our Ex-servicemen to
the industry and corporates
and help in achieving the
objectives of providing skilled
manpower and giving a dig-
nified second career to our
Ex-servicemen.”
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Undeterred by the Congress’
accusation that he was

undertaking a “political pil-
grimage”, Telangana Chief
Minister Kalvakuntla
Chandrashekar Rao on
Tuesday visited the famed
Vithoba temple at Pandharpur
and offered prayers to the pre-
siding deities Lord Vitthal and
his consort Rukmini.

After driving down to the
temple town of Pandharpur
town in Solapur district from
Hyderabad, KCR took darshan
of the presiding deities Lord
Vitthal and Rukmini ahead of
the auspicious Ashadhi
Ekadashi festival on June 29.

KCR’s decision to arrive in
Solapur along with party lead-
ers in a huge convey of 600-odd
vehicles had triggered a major
controversy in the state.

Charging that the Bharat
Rashtra Samiti IBRS) was the
BJP’s ‘B’ Team and it would not
make any impact in
Maharashtra, the State
Congress president Nana Patole
had on Monday come down
heavily on Telangana chief

minister  K. Chandrashekar
Rao for trying to take political
advantage  of pilgrimage to
Pandharpur.  “Pandhari’s Vari
( pilgrimage to Pandharpur) is
a matter of devotion and faith
for all of us. KCR should not
take political advantage of it,”
Patole had said.

KCR was welcomed by the
temple authorities. After a brief
pooja, the chief minister made
an offering of a box to the Lord.
He was later garlanded by a
Trustee.

Later KCR was escorted to
a hall outside where he was

felicitated by the temple author-
ities with a gold-and-saffron
shawl draped around his shoul-
ders, mementos comprising
statues of Lord Vitthal and
Rukmini in a glass case, and a
large painting of the Lord.

Accompanying him in his
tour to Maharashtra are his
entire Telangana cabinet, all his
party MLAs and parliamen-
tarians and party office-bearers
on the ‘mega-pilgrimage’ that
has evoked sharp reactions
from the state political parties.

After the ‘temple yatra’,
KCR visited the home of  senior
NCP leader Bhagirath Bhalke
in Sarkoli town. Later he
addressed at Sarkoli where
Bhalke and hundreds of his
supporters joined the BRP.

In a related development,
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena MP and chief spokesper-
son Sanjay Raut said that
KCT’;s visit to Solapur would
have no impact on
Maharashtra police.  “There
will be no impact of Telangana
Chief Minister KCR on
Maharashtra politics. If KCR
indulges in this kind of dramas,
he will lose power in Telangana
state as well”

From Page 1
“In 2024 elections main

BJP ki prachand vijay tay hain”
(in 2024 LS elections BJP’s
roaring majority is decided),
announced the Prime Minister
with Nadda and Chouhan clap-
ping along with the BJP work-
ers.

Taking a dig at the
Opposition unity, he said, “You
must have seen a group photo
of Opposition party leaders,
this is a guarantee of corruption
of 20 lakh crore.” Modi was
referring to various corruption
cases faced by Opposition party
leaders.

Modi asked workers to
understand the importance of
groundwork at the booth level
and the feedback coming from
the booth-level workers. “Even
PM-CM policies depend on
booth workers,” he said and
maintained that “BJP is not the
party where leaders sit in air-
conditioned rooms and issue
‘fatwas’.”

“But for the booth com-
mittee, Ujjwala Yojna could not
even be thought of, but you
gave the feedback and the poor
got LPG,” Modi said and asked
party workers that they should
carry out their booth work with
“seva bhav” and try to be
“social workers”.

Earlier, Modi inaugurated
five Vande Bharat trains virtu-
ally on Tuesday, connecting
various cities across the coun-
try. The event took place at the
Rani Kamalapati railway sta-
tion in Bhopal, where he gave
the green signal to two semi-
high-speed trains physically
and flagged off the remaining
three virtually. The ceremony
was attended by Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
Madhya Pradesh Governor
Mangubhai Patel, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, and Union ministers
Narendra Singh Tomar and
Jyotiraditya Scindia. 

From Page 1
The AAP further stated that the decision to initiate a fresh CAG

audit is a clear reflection of the BJP’s frustration, paranoia, and author-
itarian tendencies. The party accused the BJP of being troubled by
its successive electoral defeats in the Delhi Assembly polls and assert-
ed that the CAG’s move is an attempt to tarnish the reputation of
Delhi’s honest Government.The AAP claimed that the BJP, in its
pursuit of revenge, is inadvertently orchestrating its own downfall
through such chaotic and ill-conceived actions. 

From Page 1
Following Kirby’s state-

ment, White House Press
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre
stepped up to the podium and
reaffirmed the administration’s
commitment to freedom of
the Press. She stressed the
importance of allowing jour-
nalists to carry out their work
without intimidation or harass-
ment.

“We’re committed to the
freedom of the Press, which is
why we had the Press confer-
ence last week. We certainly
condemn any efforts of intim-
idation or harassment of any
journalist that is trying to do
their job,” she said.

During the Press confer-
ence, Siddiqui had questioned
Modi about improving the
rights of Muslims and other
minorities in India, as well as

upholding free speech.
“India has long prided itself

as the world’s largest democ-
racy, but there are many human
rights groups who say that
your Government has dis-
criminated against religious
minorities and sought to
silence its critics. As you stand
here in the East Room of the
White House, where so many
world leaders have made com-
mitments to protecting democ-
racy, what steps are you and
your Government willing to
take to improve the rights of
Muslims and other minorities
in your country and to uphold
free speech?” she asked.

In response, Modi asserted
that there was “no question of
discrimination” in India and
highlighted the country’s
democratic principles embed-
ded in the Constitution.

From Page 1
She referenced the civil

rights tradition in America,
noting that Hindu, Sikh, and
Buddhist individuals have
played an important role, with
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
himself acknowledged
Mahatma Gandhi’s influence
on his movement of nonviolent
social change.

Mayor Adams, alongside
community leaders, diaspora
representatives, city officials,
and lawmakers, emphasized
the ever-evolving nature of
New York City as a welcoming
home for diverse communities.
He asserted that the school cal-

endar should reflect the city’s
reality and ensure the acknowl-
edgment of all communities.

Congresswoman Grace
Meng, First Vice Chair of the
Congressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus, expressed
her happiness at the imminent
realization of their efforts.
Meng emphasized the impor-
tance of acknowledging and
appreciating Diwali as an
observance alongside holidays
of other cultures and ethnici-
ties, reflecting the city’s rich and
vibrant diversity. She also high-
lighted her introduction of a
bill in Congress to establish
Diwali as a federal holiday.

From Page 1
The stand-off in Itham

went on throughout Saturday,
and ended after a “mature deci-
sion” by the operational com-
mander keeping in view the
sensitivity of use of force against
large irate mob led by women
and likely casualties due to
such action, officials said. 

Twelve members of the
Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup
(KYKL), a Meitei militant
group, involved in a number of
attacks, including the ambush
of a 6 Dogra unit in 2015, were
holed up in the village, they
said. The security personnel left
with seized arms and ammu-

nition.
Meanwhile in New Delhi,

Manipur Governor Anusuiya
Uikey called on Union Home
Minister Amit Shah here on
Tuesday, two days after the
restive state’s Chief Minister N
Biren Singh met him.

Nearly 120 people lost their
lives and over 3,000 have been
injured ever since the ethnic
violence broke in Manipur
nearly two months ago.

“The Governor of Manipur,
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey called on
Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation Shri
@AmitShah,” Shah’s office
tweeted.

Singh met Shah on Sunday
and after the meeting said he
had briefed the Home Minister
about the “evolving situation on
the ground” in Manipur and
that the State and Central
Governments have been able to
control the violence to a “great
extent”.

In another development,
the Manipur Government has
decided to invoke “no work, no
pay” rule for its employees
who are not attending office.  

The General
Administration Department
(GAD) has been asked to fur-
nish details of employees who
are not able to attend their offi-

cial work due to the prevailing
situation in the State. A circu-
lar issued late on Monday night
by GAD Secretary Michael
Achom said: “In pursuance of
the meeting chaired by the
Chief Minister on June 12 and
decision taken at para 5-(12) of
the proceedings, all employees
drawing their salaries from
General Administration
Department, Manipur
Secretariat are informed that no
work, no pay may be invoked
to all those employees who do
not attend their official duty
without authorised leave.” 

Manipur Government has
one lakh employees.

From Page 1
These aspects should have

been rectified from the very
beginning. Some scenes appear
to be of an ‘A’ (adult) category.
Viewing such films is quite
challenging.”

The court deemed the issue
“very serious” and questioned
the actions taken by the censor
board in response. When the
Deputy Solicitor General
informed the court about the
removal of objectionable dia-
logues from the film, the court
directed the law office to seek
an explanation from the censor
board regarding its actions.
The court emphasised that
merely deleting dialogues
would not suffice and demand-
ed clarity on the board’s course
of action. 

It stated, “Removing dia-
logues alone will not be
enough. What will you do
about the scenes? Seek instruc-
tions, and then we will take
appropriate action... If the exhi-
bition of the film is halted, it
will provide relief to those
whose sentiments have been
hurt.”

From Page 1
According to data from the

Department of Consumer
Affairs, the average price of
tomatoes across India is Rs 46 per
kilogram as of June 27. The
modal price stands at Rs 50 per
kilogram, while the maximum
price recorded is Rs 122 per kilo-
gram. Among the four metros,
the retail price of tomatoes in
Delhi is Rs 60 per kilogram,
Mumbai is Rs 42 per kilogram,
Kolkata is Rs 75 per kilogram,
and Chennai is Rs 67 per kilo-
gram.

While tomato prices tend to
increase during the monsoon
season, Anil Malhotra, a mem-
ber of the Azadpur Agricultural
Produce Marketing Committee
(APMC), highlighted that the
current surge in prices is
unprecedented. Malhotra
explained, “

Prices go up every year dur-
ing monsoon, but the cost of
tomatoes never went up this
high. There is a major dip in sup-
ply due to the rains. Around half
of our stock, which we got from
Himachal Pradesh, got dam-
aged.”

From Page 1
The ED will seek his further remand. then. The money-laun-
dering case against the Supertech group, its directors, and pro-

moters stems from multiple FIRs registered by the police depart-
ments in Delhi, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh.

In April, the ED had already attached assets worth more than
Rs 40 crore belonging to the real estate group and its directors.

According to a statement released by the ED in April, the com-
pany and its directors were involved in a “criminal conspiracy”
to deceive individuals by collecting funds as advance payments
for flats in their real estate projects. 
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From Page 1
The report also flagged

that the ownership of the prop-
erty was not ascertained by the
PWD before commencing the
construction, it said.

The mandatory and pre-
required sanction of the
Building Plans in terms of
applicable building bylaws
were not obtained from the
Building Committee of the
PWD till now, according to the
letter, based on the reports.

“Initially the proposal was
to provide additional accom-
modation in the residence of
the Chief Minister, however
later on the proposal was
approved by the Minister for
an entirely new construction
after demolition of the existing
building,” it said. The initial
cost for construction work
was Rs 15 to Rs 20 crore, the
report said, adding that it was
inflated from time-to-time, it
said.

As per the report, a total
of Rs 52,71,24,570 (approxi-
mately Rs 53 crore) has been
spent till date which is more
than three times the initial esti-
mate, the letter said.

“Further, records show
that to avoid approvals from
the Principal Secretary (PWD)

who has been delegated pow-
ers for giving financial sanction
above Rs 10 crore, split sanc-
tions of amount less than Rs 10
crore on every occasion were
obtained convolutedly,” the
report said, according to the
letter.

The report had also
flagged the “gross violation of
the MPD-2021” or Master
Plan for Delhi (MPD) which is
the law of the land in matters
of land and spatial develop-
ment/redevelopment, it said.

“To avoid obtaining
approval of Competent
Authority for felling/trans-
plantation of trees of more
than 10 numbers, as per Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act,
1994, split approvals were
taken five times for
felling/transplantation of
9,2,6,6 and 5 i.e total 28 trees.
This issue regarding violation
of Environmental Laws is also
pending before NGT,” it said.

Last month, the Delhi
Government’s Vigilance
Directorate submitted a report
to the L-G on the expenses of
the renovation of the Chief
Minister’s house. According
to that report, Kejriwal’s offi-
cial residence incurred a total
cost of Rs 52.71 crore.
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With the arrest of seven
people, the Delhi Police

have successfully solved a rob-
bery case that occurred inside the
Pragati Maidan tunnel in the
national Capital over the week-
end. The incident, captured on
CCTV cameras, involved four
armed robbers on motorcycles
forcefully stopping a car and
stealing a black bag from it
before fleeing the scene.

The victims of the robbery
were identified as Patel Sajan
Kumar, a delivery agent for a pri-
vate company, and his associate.
They were en route to Gurugram
with a bag containing Rs 2 lakh
in cash when the four robbers on
two motorcycles intercepted
their cab, brandishing firearms,
and snatched the money at gun-
point.

The accused have been iden-
tified as Usman Ali alias Kallu,
Irfan, Sumit alias Akash, resi-
dents of Burari; Anuj Mishra
alias Sanki, a resident of
Bhalaswa Dairy; Kuldeep alias
Lungad, a resident of
Jahangirpuri; Pradeep alias Sonu,
a resident of Baghpat in Uttar
Pradesh; and Amit alias Bala, a
resident of Loni in Ghaziabad in
Uttar Pradesh, police said. They
were following the taxi and
chose to stop it inside the tunnel
as they had a higher chance of
success to execute the robbery.
People usually do not stop in
tunnels and drive through them
at speed, according to police.

The victims had booked

the taxi from Red Fort and
when it entered the Pragati
Maidan tunnel, the four men
waylaid the vehicle, they said.
Police said the victims tried to
resist, but the accused snatched
a bag, containing the cash, at
gunpoint and fled.

The police revealed that the
robbery was orchestrated by a
man named Usman, who was
driven by the need to settle his
debts. The Pragadi Maidan tun-
nel was strategically chosen to
minimize any potential resis-
tance. This 1.5 km tunnel con-
nects New Delhi with Sarai Kale
Khan and Noida.

Usman, a resident of Burari
and a delivery agent, was well
acquainted with the flow of cash
in the Chandni Chowk area
due to his extensive work there.
In order to alleviate his financial
burdens, he devised a robbery
plan and enlisted the help of his
cousin, Irfan. Anuj Mishra, also
known as Sanki, Kuldeep, alias
Lungad, and Sumit, alias Akash,
were recruited as additional
accomplices. Sumit, a vegetable
vendor, accompanied Usman
during the reconnaissance mis-
sion around Chandini Chowk,
while Anuj, a mechanic at the

Delhi Jal Board warehouse, oper-
ated one of the motorcycles
used in the robbery.

The accused individuals ini-
tially failed to find a suitable tar-
get in the Chandni Chowk area
on June 22 and June 23.
However, on June 24, they iden-
tified a person whom they
believed was carrying a bag
filled with cash and followed him
to the Pragati Maidan tunnel.
CCTV footage of the incident
captured four men intercepting
a car within the tunnel. As the car
came to a stop, two helmet-wear-
ing individuals disembarked
from their motorcycles.

One approached the driver’s
side while the other targeted the
rear door, with all of them bran-
dishing their pistols. The robbers
quickly fled the scene on their
motorcycles, absconding with
the black bag containing Rs 2
lakh in cash. Stolen motorcycles
were utilized by the accused to
execute their plan. Through dili-
gent examination of the CCTV
footage and other vital clues, the
Delhi Police successfully appre-
hended all those involved in the
robbery scheme and seized two
motorcycles, a firearm, and Rs 5
lakh in cash.
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In a scathing attack on Centre
and Lieutenant Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena over Delhi’s
law-and-order situation follow-
ing a robbery inside the Pragati
Maidan tunnel, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday
claimed that “jungle raj” was
prevailing in a city gearing up for
the G20 Summit. 

He asserted that if the AAP
government is given the charge
of law and order, it will make
Delhi the “safest city” in the
country. Union Minister
Meenakashi Lekhi hit back,

claiming that Kejriwal wants
control over the city’s law and
order “to protect his corrupt
ministers and MLAs”.

Interacting with reporters
on the sidelines of an event to
inaugurate new electric vehicle
charging stations, Kejriwal said,
“It seems that the Centre does
not have a solid plan to improve
the law-and-order situation in
Delhi.  Some men carried out a
robbery inside the Pragati Mai-
dan underpass. The G20 Sum-
mit will be held near the under-
pass. People are feeling unsafe in
Delhi. This is ‘jungle raj’,” the
chief minister said. The chief

minister also cited another inci-
dent and asked, “What is hap-
pening in Delhi? Should the
national capital have a law and
order situation like this?”

A delivery agent and his
associate were allegedly robbed

of Rs 2 lakh at gunpoint by four
motorcycle-borne men inside
the Pragati Maidan tunnel. Five
people have so far been arrest-
ed in connection with the
Saturday incident. 

Reacting to the Chief
Minister’s comments, Lekhi said
“Arvind Kejriwal is running a
government where the (former)
deputy chief minister (Manish
Sisodia) is in jail for corruption.
His (former) minister Satyendar
Jain has recently come out on
bail.

“Over 40 MLAs are indul-
ging in corrupt and criminal
activities. Tahir Hussain was

involved in the killing of an
Intelligence Bureau officer in the
northeast Delhi riots while
Amanatullah Khan was stealing
cylinders and storing them in
Okhla. I guess it is to protect all
these criminals why he (Kejri-
wal) wants law and order in his
hands,” the Union minister
claimed.

Earlier, speaking at the inau-
guration of 42 charging stations,
Kejriwal also claimed that pol-
lution levels in the national cap-
ital have declined since 2014.
Kejriwal inaugurated 42 new
ultra-low-cost EV charging sta-
tions at an event at GTB Nagar. 
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The national Capital wit-
nessed two cases of deaths

due to electrocution and that
too within a span of half an
hour on Sunday. While a 34-
woman was killed in front of
the New Delhi Railway station,
a 17-year old youth died near-
ly 30 minutes prior to Sakhshi
Ahuja’s death. 

He was identified as Sohail.
He was electrocuted to death

after suffering an electric shock
on a water-logged pathway in
the area of New Friends
Colony (NFC). It is being said
that a live electric wire had fall-
en on the pathway, which led
to the incident. 

The death of 17-year-old
Sohail has come to light on a
day the National Human
Rights Commission sent
notices to the chairman of the

Railway Board, the Delhi gov-
ernment and the city police
over the woman’s death, point-
ing to “life-threatening lapses”
and “apparent negligence of the
authorities”.

Sohail, a Bengaluru resident,
had come to his uncle’s house in
south Delhi’s New Friends
Colony about 45 days ago for his
holidays. He used to stay at his
uncle’s house during the day and
go to the house of another rel-
ative, Jamal, in East Delhi’s
Seemapuri at night to sleep.

Amid heavy rain since
Saturday night, the teenager
left Jamal’s house early on
Sunday to return to his uncle’s
house. He reached Taimoor
Nagar near his uncle’s house
around 5 am and found that a
street was waterlogged.

When he stepped into the

water to get across, passersby
heard Sohail scream and col-
lapse. They noticed a wire in
the water and called the police,
who got the power discon-
nected. Members of Sohail’s
family - which is originally
from West Bengal - said he was
taken to a hospital, where he
was declared dead. The police
have registered a complaint
and begun an investigation. 

Half an hour later and 16
km away from Taimoor Nagar,
Sakshi Ahuja, a 34-year-old
teacher, reached New Delhi
railway station around 5:30 am
with her children — aged
seven and nine — father and
other members of her family.
She held on to an electric pole
to avoid puddles when she suf-
fered a massive electric shock,
causing her death.
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The BJP and Congress on
Tuesday welcomed a

Comptroller and Auditor
General(CAG) probe into
alleged irregularities in the con-
struction of Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s official bun-
galow in the national Capital.
While senior Congress leader
Ajay Maken called for a full
blown criminal investigation,
Leader of Opposition in the
Delhi Legislative Assembly and
BJP leader Ramvir Singh Bidhuri
said laws were flouted in the con-
struction of ‘Sheeshmahal.’

Addressing a news confer-
ence here, Bidhuri said laws
were flouted in the construction
of the bungalow and in this con-
nection the BJP MLAs submit-
ted a memorandum to the Chief
Minister on June 24, 2021. 

It was clearly stated that of
law did not permit Chief
Minister’s residence beautifica-
tion as being done in the Corona
period and information about
the expenses was also sought in
writing.

Bidhuri said we had asked
Kejriwal whether any permission
has been taken from Delhi
Urban Art Commission to
demolish this house, but Kejriwal
had no answer, whereas at that
time only the first instalment of

the construction of the house
had been approved.

Bidhuri also said that we also
asked him whether you got the
sanction plan passed and also
from whom permission was
taken for the dozens of trees that
were removed. We have asked
whether tenders were floated for
the Rs 53 crore spent, he added.

The BJP leader questioned
that there were 21 officers’ flats
behind the Chief Minister’s res-
idence, out of which 8 flats were
demolished and the rest were
merged with the Chief Minister’s
residence, from whom permis-
sion was taken to do all this.

Manoj Tiwari, MP, said
Kejriwal is sure to go to jail after
the investigation against cor-
ruption in Sheeshmahal begins.

Kejriwal is such a leader who
used to talk about fighting
against corruption before com-
ing into politics and when he
came to power, he gave such a
government to Delhi whose
every department in inundated
in corruption, Tiwari said.

Tiwari said Kejriwal knew
that tenders for works above Rs
10 crores would have to go
through legal steps, so he tried
to loot Delhi’s treasury by mak-
ing tenders below 10 crores. But
Kejriwal forgot that this country
is run by the constitution, the BJP
MP charged.

Demanding a full-blown
criminal investigation into the
“outrageious expenditure of Rs
171 crore” on the renovation of
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s

residence, Maken said the crim-
inal investigation is not just
needed; it’s a demand of justice.
“It’s outrageous that public
money was squandered on Dior-
polished imported marble, mil-
lion-rupee curtains, and kitchen
appliances worth crores, all while
demolishing a British-era her-
itage structure and callously
decimating trees,” he said.

“Sheesh Mahal Breaking
News: Encouraged to see the
CAG (Comptroller and Auditor
General) stepping up to scruti-
nize the egregious expenditure of
Rs 171 crore of public funds on
Arvind Kejriwal’s opulent
‘Sheesh Mahal’. Yet, this mere
audit barely scratches the surface
of this flagrant misuse of
resources,” the Congress leader
also said.

The former union minister
said this “extravagance” unfold-
ed amidst the COVID crisis,
when Delhiites were gasping
for oxygen, struggling for liveli-
hoods, and battling hunger.

“Mr. Kejriwal, your auda-
cious actions have revealed a
chilling truth. You have morphed
from a champion of the ‘Aam
Aadmi’ and an anti-corruption
crusader to a figure steeped in
corruption, indulging in a king-
like lifestyle in your ‘Sheesh
Mahal’. A sad but fitting testa-
ment to your reign,” he said.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena has written a let-

ter to Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal expressing his con-
cerns regarding the delayed
administration of the oath of
office to Justice (Retd.) Umesh
Kumar, who has been appoint-
ed as the Chairperson of the
Delhi Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC). 

The LG has highlighted
that Justice Kumar had con-
firmed his availability for the
oath ceremony starting from
June 26, 2023, onwards, but the
process has not yet been initiat-
ed.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of following the prescribed
constitutional and statutory pro-
visions, the LG has pointed out
that the President has already
appointed Justice Kumar as the
Chairperson of DERC through
a duly notified Gazette notifi-
cation on June 21, 2023. The
next step, as mandated by the
relevant statutes, is for the
Minister-in-Charge of Power
to administer the oath of office
to Justice Umesh Kumar.

The Department of Power,

under the direction of the
Minister (Power), approached
Justice Umesh Kumar on June
26, 2023, and he expressed his
keenness to assume his respon-
sibilities and made himself avail-
able for oath-taking from June
27 to June 29. The LG said that
considering June 29 was a pub-
lic holiday and the Power
Minister was not available on
June 30, the oath could have
been administered on either
June 27 or 28, instead of the pro-
posed date of July 3, which
Justice Kumar disagreed with.

The LG emphasised that
while the Minister of Power is
responsible for administering
the oath of office and secrecy to
the Chairperson and Members
of DERC, this responsibility did
not grant unlimited discretion to

withhold or unduly delay the
administration of the oath.
Deviating from established gov-
ernance processes without statu-
tory backing can lead to anarchy
and must be avoided at all costs.

Furthermore, the LG war-
ned that disregarding or violat-
ing the constitutional scheme by
failing to promptly administer
the oath of office and secrecy to
the Chairperson (designate) of
DERC would be a serious mat-
ter. The vacant position of the
Chairperson of DERC is of sig-
nificant importance, and since
the President of India has
already appointed Justice (Retd.)
Umesh Kumar, it is imperative
to expedite the oath adminis-
tration process.

Therefore, the LG urges the
Chief Minister to ensure that the
Minister of Power promptly
administers the oath of office
and secrecy to Justice (Retd.)
Umesh Kumar without any fur-
ther delay, preferably by June 28,
as indicated in his communica-
tion dated June 26, 2023. This
action will ensure the smooth
functioning of the regulatory
commission and uphold the
principles of constitutional gov-
ernance.

��������	
������
���������

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Congress on

Tuesday staged a protest against
the Arvind Kejriwal
Government over the power tar-
iff hike in the city. Delhi BJP
MLAs staged a sit-in near the
Chief Minister’s residence in the
Civil Lines area over hike in the
electricity tariff in the city. 

The Leader of Opposition
in Delhi Assembly Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri led the protest
and said power tariff has been
increased three times from
what it was before 2014.

Electricity distribution com-
panies here have increased the
power purchase adjustment cost
(PPAC) by upto more than nine
per cent following approval of
the Delhi Electricity Regulatory
Commission, DERC, which
would result in a hike in the
monthly bills of consumers not
getting subsidy. 

The BJP will continue to
protest against the PPAC hike
unless it is reversed by the
Kejriwal government, Bidhuri
said.  “Why Kejriwal who fre-
quently calls special sessions of
the Assembly on different issues
is not convening a special session
now to discuss the electricity

rates?” a protesting BJP MLA
asked, with many echoing this.

The Delhi Congress on
Tuesday staged a demonstration
against the AAP government in
Delhi over a hike in power tar-
iffs in the national Capital. Party
leaders and workers, who gath-
ered outside the AAP’s office in
central Delhi, alleged that the
city government has “failed to
fulfil its promise” of providing
free electricity to consumers.
Congress leader Jai Kishan said
that Atishi has misled the peo-
ple on the power tariff hike.

The Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment always claims that

since they came to power, elec-
tricity rates in the capital have
not increased. 

However, the reality is that
every year, permission is given
to electricity companies to hike
rates through the “backdoor”,
they charged. 

“Electricity bills are bur-
dening the public due to fixed
charges, power purchase adjust-
ment costs, and surcharge for
pensions for retired electricity
employees,” Bidhuri claimed.

On Monday, Delhi’s Power
Minister Atishi had said the
power tariff was increasing due
to the Centre’s mismanagement”. 
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Atower in Chintels Paradiso
apartment complex in

Sector 109 has been cordoned
off after a balcony of a flat was
found to be “sagging”.

While the builder of the
apartment complex has sealed
the main gate of the unsafe
Tower F, two families continue
to stay in the tower. 

In a letter to the district
administration the Chintels
Paradiso builder has asked for an
intervention in the matter and
get the two families to vacate the
Tower F flats. The District Town
Planner (DTP) said that a team
will visit the housing society on
Wednesday.

Some towers, including
Tower F, of the society were
declared unsafe by the authori-
ties after two persons died last
year when Tower D partially col-
lapsed. 

Earlier in May, district
authorities issued a notice ask-
ing residents to vacate towers E
and F within 15 days. Two
other towers have also been
declared unsafe.

As a precautionary measure,
the developer of Chintels

Paradiso has barricaded Tower
F and has issued an alert for all
residents of the society to avoid
going near the unsafe tower. The
builder said in its letter to the
district administration that the
“sagging” balcony poses a seri-
ous threat but despite repeated
requests, two families continue
to stay in the unsafe tower.

“It has come to our notice
that the balcony of F 403 is sag-
ging and poses a serious threat
to residents’ movement. As per
your directions no repair should
be carried out in structures.
Keeping the safety of residents
in mind we are cordoning off the
F tower area,” the letter reads.

“In case of any mishap, we
should not be held responsible
as all precautions have been
taken to make sure residents
avoid use of the affected area,” it

said. The developer added that
fencing has also been done
around the tower so that no one
can go near the area surround-
ing the unsafe tower.

“Despite repeated requests
two families are still living in the
F tower. We request you to
intervene in interest of their safe-
ty and immediately get the flats
vacated,” the developer said in
the letter.

In response, a district
administration official said they
will visit Chintels Paradiso on
Wednesday. “We got the letter
from the builder and our team
will go to the society tomorrow
and find the reason the two fam-
ilies are not vacating the flats,”
DTP (enforcement) Manish
Yadav said.

Meanwhile, Jitender Malik,
a resident who is yet to vacate his
family’s Tower F flat said he will
vacate it in a week even though
there are “no issues” with the flat.
He said it is painful to vacate the
house without any alternative
accommodation or compensa-
tion.

“I am in the process of
vacating though there are
absolutely no issues above the
6th floor,” Malik said.
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A70-year-old trader was
dragged on the road in

northeast Delhi’s Harsh Vihar
when he tried to resist two rob-
bers who snatched his bag
containing Rs 1 lakh cash and
fled the spot, police said on
Tuesday.

The incident took place on
June 19 when the victim,
Sansar Singh, was going home
in Ghaziabad after closing his
general store in Mandoli area,
they said, adding no arrest has
been made in the case.

According to police, Singh
was sitting on a motorcycle as
a pillion outside his shop when
two men reached there and
tried to snatch his bag. When
he resisted, one of the robbers
threatened him with a pistol
and took away his bag con-
taining the money, police said.

The incident was captured
on a CCTV camera. In the
CCTV footage, Singh is seen
sitting as a pillion on the
motorcycle when two men
came towards him and tried to
snatch a bag from his hand.
When the victim tried to resist,
he got dragged and the robbers
managed to escape with the
bag.

The victim who fell on the
road was later seen standing up
while the two men got onto a
bike standing on the opposite
side of the road. Police said an
associate of the robbers — the
third suspect in the case — was
waiting for the duo so that they
could escape from the spot
immediately after the incident.

Efforts are being made to
identify the suspects and teams
have been formed to nab them,
police said. A case was regis-
tered at Harsh Vihar police sta-
tion.
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Haryana Real Estate Appel-
late Tribunal (HREAT) has

recovered Rs 39.88 crore while
the Haryana Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (HRERA),
Gurugram has recovered Rs
8.61crore from errant develop-
ers and refunded buyers over the
last four years from 2019 to May
2023.

The authority has been pur-
suing concerned offices of dis-
trict collectors for carrying out
the recovery process.

According to a HRERA
document, it has refunded a total
of Rs 39,88,44,778 crore to buy-
ers from 2019 to May 31, while
the buyers have received Rs 8,
61,19,277 crore through the
HRERA court from 2020 to May
31. The HRERA authority said
that they had also issued war-
rants to different promotors
during the recovery process.

Meanwhile, the HRERA,
Gurugram announced that it has
pronounced more than 7,000
judgments within five years.

Till February 2023, The
court has decided 4,115 cases of
delayed possession charges
(DPC). According to officials,
more than 3.5 lakh units in dif-
ferent projects registered with
the authority are directly under
its supervision. More than 2.54
lakh units have already been
delivered to allottees by pro-
moters.

The HRERA Gurugram has
received 25,509 complaints till
February of which 12,640 cases
were pursued further by the
complainants through the court
and the remaining 12,869 cases
have been settled between the
parties outside court due to
interventions of HRERA.
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Opposition parties on Tuesday attacked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
his comments on the UCC with the

Congress saying he was making such
remarks only to divert attention from the real
issues like unemployment and Manipur vio-
lence and AIMIM leader Asaduddin Owaisi
asking whether the country’s pluralism
would be “snatched away” in the name of the
UCC.

Congress general secretary, organisation,
KC Venugopal said the Prime Minister can
say anything, but “he has to answer the real
questions of this country - unemployment,
price rise and Manipur issue”.

“Manipur has been burning for the last
60 days. Why has the PM not uttered a sin-
gle word? These are all diversionary issues.
He wants to run away from the real issues
of the country, that is why they are only try-
ing to divert the issues,” he said.

Addressing a gathering of party work-
ers in Bhopal, the Prime Minister made a
strong pitch for the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC), saying the Constitution calls for equal
rights for all citizens. Modi also said the
opposition is using the issue of UCC to mis-
lead and provoke the Muslim community.

Hitting back, Owaisi asked whether the
country’s pluralism and diversity would be
“snatched away” in the name of UCC. “It

seems Modi did not understand Obama’s
advice properly. Will the PM end ‘Hindu
Undivided Family’. (law) Because of HUF, the
country is losing Rs 3064 crores every year. 

“When PM Modi speaks about UCC, he
is speaking of Hindu Civil Code. I challenge
him to abolish Hindu Undivided Family
(law), can he do so,” he asked.

“They are also opposing reservations for
backward Muslims. His government has
stopped scholarships for poor Muslims. If
Pasmanda Muslims are being exploited,
what is Modi doing about it? Before seek-
ing votes from Pasmanda Muslims, BJP
workers should go door-to-door and apol-
ogise that their spokespersons and MLAs
tried to insult our Dear Prophet,” Owaisi

tweeted.
State minister and senior JD(U) leader

Vijay Kumar Chaudhary also alleged that by
touching upon the UCC, Modi was aiming
at communal polarisation. RJD leader
Manoj Jha said the Prime Minister should
not make such issues an instrument of “dog-
whistle politics”.

“Before speaking, the Prime Minister
should have examined what the 21st law
commission had said, deeply analysed
debates of the constituent assembly without
taking help because those out to help you,
end up causing harm through you,” Jha said.
Jha said the Hindu religion also has a lot of
diversity and it cannot be painted with one
brush.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated five Vande

Bharat trains virtually on
Tuesday, connecting various
cities across the country. The
event took place at the Rani
Kamalapati railway station in
Bhopal, where the Prime
Minister gave the green signal to
two semi-high-speed trains
physically and flagged off the
remaining three virtually. The
ceremony was attended by
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw, Madhya Pradesh Governor
Mangubhai Patel, Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, and
Union ministers Narendra Singh
Tomar and Jyotiraditya Scindia.

With the launch of these five
trains, the total number of
indigenous semi-high-speed
trains operating in the country
has reached 23. Earlier this
month, Minister Vaishnaw had
pledged to connect each state
through a Vande Bharat Express
train by the end of June, and the
remaining states on the list were
Goa, Bihar, and Jharkhand.

At the Ranchi railway sta-
tion, Jharkhand Governor CP
Radhakrishnan, Union Minister

Annapurna Devi, and BJP state
president Deepak Prakash were
present for a special program
marking the flagging off. Simi-
larly, Goa Governor PS Sreed-
haran Pillai, Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant, and other digni-
taries attended the function at
Madgaon railway station in
Goa. In Mumbai, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde,
Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis,
and other officials welcomed the
train.

“These trains will improve
connectivity in Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Goa,
Bihar, and Jharkhand,” stated
Prime Minister Modi in a tweet.

This is the first time that multi-
ple Vande Bharat trains have
been launched on a single day.
Two of the trains are dedicated
to Madhya Pradesh, where
Assembly polls are scheduled
later this year.

The five semi-high-speed
trains launched are as follows:
Rani Kamalapati (Bhopal)-
Jabalpur Vande Bharat Express,
Khajuraho-Bhopal-Indore
Vande Bharat Express, Madgaon
(Goa)-Mumbai Vande Bharat
Express, Dharwad-Bengaluru
Vande Bharat Express, and
Hatia-Patna Vande Bharat
Express, according to an official
statement.
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Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin

Gadkari announced on
Tuesday that the total length of
national highways (NH) in the
country has increased by
approximately 59% in the last
nine years, making India the
second-largest road network in
the world after the USA.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, Gadkari said, “The total
length of National Highways
was 91,287 km in 2013-14,
which has increased to 1,45,240
km in 2022-23, marking a rise
of more than 59% during this
period. Over the past nine
years, the length of 4-lane
national highways has nearly
doubled. In 2013-14, the length
of 4-lane NH was 18,371 km,
which has now increased to
44,654 km.”

The minister emphasized
the special focus on expanding
the road highway network in
the NorthEast region, where
projects worth more than Rs 2
lakh crore are currently under-

way. Additionally, he men-
tioned the development of 670
roadside facilities along the
national highways to enhance
travelers’ experience.

Gadkari also highlighted
the significant increase in toll
collection due to the introduc-
tion of FASTag. 

He stated that toll rev-
enues rose from Rs 4,770 crore
in 2013-14 to Rs 41,342 crore
in 2022-23. The government
aims to further increase toll
revenue to Rs 1,30,000 crore by
2030, he added. The implemen-

tation of FASTag has not only
boosted toll collection but also
reduced waiting times at toll
plazas. 

“In 2014, the waiting time
at toll plazas was 734 seconds,
whereas in 2023, it has reduced
to 47 seconds. We are opti-
mistic that we will bring it
down to 30 seconds soon,”
Gadkari said.

The minister pointed to the
transformative impact of
FASTag on travel experiences in
India, saying it has revolu-
tionized toll payments by elim-

inating the need for cash trans-
actions. Research indicates that
this breakthrough has saved
approximately Rs 70,000 crore
in wasted fuel expenses caused
by waiting at toll plazas.

Gadkari also discussed the
success of the NHAI’s INVIT
(Infrastructure Investment
Trust) model, which witnessed
overwhelming response.
Within the first day of its avail-
ability on the Mumbai Stock
Exchange, the bond saw seven
times oversubscription. He
urged investors to consider
investing in NHAI INVIT,
which offers an attractive inter-
est rate of 8.05%, surpassing
traditional bank rates.

Highlighting the ministry’s
commitment to green initia-
tives, Gadkari mentioned that
NHAI has transplanted over
68,000 trees and planted 3.86
crore trees over the past nine
years. Furthermore, the NHAI
has developed more than 1,500
“amrit sarovars” (holy ponds)
along the national highways
across the country as part of
water rejuvenation initiatives.
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In the ongoing fierce social
media battle between the two,

the Congress has released an
animated video that depicts the
BJP employing divisive tactics
while portraying Rahul Gandhi
as the unifying force who dis-
mantles a “market of hate”
(nafrat ka bazaar) and replaces
it with a “shop of love” (mohab-
bat ki dukaan).

The one minute and 43-sec-
ond video, shared on the official
Twitter handle of the Congress
, showcases an animated char-
acter of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi driving a char-
iot with democracy, media, and
bureaucracy symbolically
chained on top. Although the
video did not explicitly mention
elections, the online exchange
between the two parties on
social media has become
increasingly heated.

The animated video also
features Home Minister Amit
Shah attempting to create a
divide between a Hindu and a
Muslim individual. However,
Rahul intervenes and brings the
two communities together.

The video highlights Rahul’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra as he walks
across the country, uniting peo-
ple. The iconic song “kisi ki
muskuraahaton pe ho nisaar”
from the movie “Anari,” with
modified lyrics, plays in the
background. 

The modified lyrics convey
the message, “sabhi ke vaaste ho
jiske dil mein pyaar, Gandhi usi
ka naam hai” (whose heart is
filled with love for everyone,
Gandhi is his name).

In one scene, Rahul is seen
traveling in a truck, and as he
passes a signboard reading
“market of hate” (nafrat ka
bazaar), it falls down, revealing
a backdrop of a “shop of love”
(mohabbat ki dukaan). The
Congress shared the video on
Twitter with the caption
“mohabbat ki dukaan.”

During the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, Rahul had stated that he
was opening “shops of love” in
the “market of hate,” which has
now become a recurring theme
for the Congress party’s future
political endeavors.

Responding to Rahul’s
“shop of love” narrative, BJP
Chief J P Nadda recently retort-
ed that the former Congress
president was not running a
“shop of spreading love” but had
instead established a “mega
shopping mall of hatred.”
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Tuesday inau-

gurated an exquisitely designed
‘New Delhi Hall’ at the Shanghai
Co-operation Organisation
(SCO) Secretariat in Beijing
virtually and said it depicts a
“mini-India” and will foster a
better understanding of the
country’s culture.

The inauguration came
ahead of next month’s SCO
summit to be held for the first
time under India’s Presidency.
The Secretariat of the eight-
member SCO grouping com-
prising China, Russia, Kazakhs-
tan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, India and Pakistan
is located in the high-end diplo-
matic area in Beijing.

While the six founding
members China, Russia, Kaza-
khstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
and Uzbekistan have their halls
highlighting their cultures and
unique features, India is the first
to add its own ‘New Delhi Hall’
which is officially opened ahead

of the July 4 SCO summit to be
held in virtual format. Pakistan
may have to await its turn to set
up its hall.

In his video address, Jai-
shankar said: “I am delighted to
inaugurate the New Delhi Hall
at the SCO Secretariat today
amidst the august presence of
the SCO Secretary General and
other distinguished colleagues”.

“I am particularly pleased to
note that this is being done
under the first-ever SCO presi-
dency which will conclude soon
with the SCO Summit,” he said.

The New Delhi Hall,

Jaishankar said, is conceived to
be a “mini-India” in the SCO
Secretariat and will showcase
various facets of Indian culture.

“To make you visualise the
depth of India’s artistic tradition
and cultural identity, the Hall has
been designed with exquisite
patterns and motifs representing
the rich architectural crafts-
manship found throughout
India,” he said. The hall, with its
traditional design, is also
equipped with modern tech-
nologies to facilitate meetings
both in physical and virtual
formats, he said.
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Indian and the Philippines will
review the entire spectrum of

their bilateral ties during the four
-day visit of the latter’s Foreign
Secretary Enrique A Manalo to
India beginning Tuesday. The
two sides will focus on maritime
security, trade and investment,
health and tourism.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said here Man-
alo’s visit will provide an opp-
ortunity to comprehensively
review bilateral relations bet-
ween India and Philippines and
to explore ways to further deep-
en and strengthen them.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and Manalo will co-
chair the fifth meeting of India-
Philippines joint commission on
bilateral cooperation (JCBC)
on June 29. 

The secretary of foreign
affairs of the Philippines is vis-
iting India at the invitation of
Jaishankar. The MEA said both
sides will review the entire
gamut of bilateral relations,
including political, defence,
security, maritime cooperation,
trade and investment, health and
tourism at the JCBC.

It said the two sides will also
discuss regional and multilater-
al issues of mutual interest.
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The Government on Tuesday
expanded cashless treatment

facilities for the Central Govern-
ment Health Scheme (CGHS)
beneficiaries as it brought
AIIMS Delhi, PGIMER Chandi-
garh and JIPMER Puducherry
under the CGHS ambit.

A memorandum of agree-
ment (MoA) to this effect was
signed between the three med-
ical institutions and the CGHS
under the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare in the pres-
ence of Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan here. On May
20, MoAs were signed between
the CGHS and the All India
Institutes of Medical Sciences
located in Bhopal, Bhubaneswar,

Patna, Jodhpur, Raipur and
Rishikesh.

“The extension of patient-
care facilities at AIIMS-New
Delhi, PGIMER-Chandigarh
and JIPMER-Puducherry to the
CGHS beneficiaries on a cash-
less basis will be particularly
beneficial for the pensioner
beneficiaries of the CGHS. It
eliminates the need for them to
submit individual reimburse-
ment claims and follow up for
approvals,” Bhushan said.

With this new initiative,
the CGHS beneficiaries will
have direct access to state-of-the-
art treatment facilities at these
medical institutions, without
the hassle of making upfront
payments and seeking reim-
bursements from the CGHS.

The streamlined process

will save time, reduce paperwork
and expedite the settlement of
individual claims, Bhushan said.

“Previously, the CGHS pen-
sioner beneficiaries availing
treatment at these institutions
were required to make pay-
ments upfront and claim reim-
bursement later from the
CGHS,” he said and appreciat-
ed the development and high-
lighted that the CGHS is a sig-
nificant service-oriented vertical

of the health ministry through
which existing and retired
employees can avail medical
services. “The government aims
to expand the number of hospi-
tals empanelled under the
CGHS to provide excellent ter-
tiary-care facilities aligned with
the rising requirements of the
patients,” Bhushan said.

He also noted that the agree-
ment will help expand the reach
of the CGHS services across the
country, allowing the beneficia-
ries to avail the CGHS facilities
at the institutes of national
importance (INIs) in their
respective states. Additionally,
the CGHS has revised certain
rates of treatment and medical
care, further facilitating access to
treatment facilities for patients,
Bhushan said.
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Aiming to uphold trans-
parency, the Central

Vigilance Commission has
asked chief vigilance officers
(CVOs) not to request perks
and facilities from the organi-
sations where they hold only
additional charge.

According to an official
order, the CVO acts as a distant
arm of the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) to check
corruption in an organisation.
Every organisation is required
to have a separate CVO, and
major ones appoint full time
CVOs. Sometimes, an officer
appointed as CVO in an organ-
isation is given additional
charge of another on a tempo-
rary basis due to administrative
reasons.

“CVOs should not request
for or avail of any facility, perks,

perquisites etc. from the organ-
isation, where they are holding
only additional charge,” the
Commission said in the order
issued to secretaries of all
Central government depart-
ments, chief executives of pub-
lic sector banks and enterpris-
es among others.

The organisations where an
officer is holding the post of
CVO as additional charge
should continue to provide
him or her the required support
for discharging official duties,
reads the order issued on
Monday.

“Such support may be in
the form of use of office premis-
es, adequate support staff, sec-
retarial assistance in office,
telephone, other office equip-
ment, travel, accommodation
on official tours etc. as may be
required for discharge of offi-
cial duties,” it said.
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Tailors, cooks, water carriers,
barbers, gardeners, cobblers,

sweepers and washermen, low-
est rung personnel in the con-
stabulary of the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) will be pro-
moted for the first time in their
careers.

The move comes after the
Centre approved a much-await-
ed cadre review of the constab-
ulary comprising these ranks.

Last week, the Union finance
ministry approved the cadre
review proposal for the group ‘C’
Tradesmen cadre of the ITBP,
with the creation of 984 new
head constable posts for these
ranks by re-calibrating the exist-
ing strength, sources said.

There are eight tradesmen
cadre categories in the ITBP - tai-
lor, cobbler, gardener, cook,
water carrier, barber, washerman
and sweeper (safaikarmi). The

ITBP secures the Indo-China
frontier.

The total number of such
tradesmen was 7,097 in the
90,000 personnel strong force
and their strength will remain
the same after this cadre restruc-
turing, they said.

The final proposal that has
been approved by the govern-
ment has abolished some exist-
ing posts and used them to cre-
ate promotion posts in the rank
of head constable for five cadres.

The tradesmen cadre is con-
sidered the backbone of any
operational or administrative
unit of the paramilitary forces
including the ITBP as they
ensure that the combat troops are
battle or task ready all the time
and in any security theatre, offi-
cials said.

They move and remain with
the combat units at both forward
and rear locations. These person-
nel are also combatised to meet
any exigency.
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Indian Institute of Technology
(Banaras Hindu University)

has gained an individual rank-
ing position of 571, for the first
time in the QS (Quacquarelli
Symonds) World University
Ranking (WUR) 2024. The
QS World University Ranking
assessment is based on nine
ranking indicators including
academic reputation, employ-
er reputation, citation per fac-
ulty, faculty to student ratio,
international faculty, etc. In the
previous year, the institute was
listed first time in QS World
ranking and placed in the band
of 651-700. This year the rank-
ing of the institute improved
significantly to the individual

ranking position 571.
Having been classified as a

publicly funded institute with
a very high research intensity
in a focused subject area
(Engineering and Technology),
the institute has been consis-
tently performing well in
research and discovery, one of
the key ranking evaluation
parameters of QS WUR.
Particularly, citation per facul-
ty (CPF) has been the strongest
ranking parameter of the insti-
tute and this year the institute
ranked at 78 globally under this
parameter compared to last
year’s rank of 115. Further,
among the Indian institutes
evaluated by QS, IIT (BHU)
secured 7th position under
this research parameter (CPF).

The Institute has got the best
ranking so far and the Institute
fraternity is very much excited
and encouraged for better per-
formance in the future on all
parameters.

The institute has published
a total of 9,240 Scopus-indexed
papers in the domain of
Engineering & Technology,
Natural Sciences, Life Sciences
& Health and Arts &
Humanities during 2017-2021
and received a total of 92,822
citations (excluding self-cita-
tions) during 2017-2022.    

IIT (BHU) Director Prof
Pramod Kumar Jain congratu-
lated the faculty members and
research staff of the institute for
their immense contribution
on the research front that

enabled the institute to achieve
this mark globally. 

He also stated that the
institute has initiated several
new academic and research
collaborative activities
with the international univer-
sities and research organisa-
tions and will continue to
work hard to improve its
performance in the regional
and global rankings in the
future.

Dean (R&D) Prof Vikash
Kumar Dubey has also congrat-
ulated all stakeholders of the
institute. We hope to have a
much better ranking next
time due to several new initia-
tives taken under leadership
of the director Prof Jain, he
added.
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Commissioner of Railway
Safety (CRS), North

Eastern (NE) Circle,
Mohammad Latief Khan, along
with Chief Administrative
Officer (Construction) SC
Srivastava and Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM) of
Varanasi Division of North
Eastern Railway (NER)
Ramashray Pandey, conducted
a safety inspection after the
completion of doubling-cum-
electrification work of
Aunrihar-Sadat (19 km) rail
section. After the inspection,
the CRS also conducted a
speed-trial of this section at
maximum speed, touching 129
kmph by his CRS special train
on Monday evening.

This 19 km section is a part
of Bhatni -Aunrihar rail section
(117 km) for which Rs 1,177
crore has been approved and
on the route as many as 12
major and 108 minor bridges
are being constructed. The
CRS started his inspection
from Aunrihar Junction rail-
way station where he conduct-
ed a safety test of the station’s
panel room, IPS room, relay
room and battery room along
with the trailing point of the
line connecting the Aunrihar-
Mahpur rail section. Thereafter,
while inspecting the newly
constructed second line on the
Aurihar-Sadat rail section by
motor trolley, he reached a
bridge and inspected its foun-
dation. Then he reached
Mahpur station and tested the
standard distance from the
line of track studding, ballast
spreading, packing/housing,
glue joint and switch extension
joint, overhead traction and
traction pole. After inspection
of Mahpur station, Khan plant-
ed saplings in station premis-
es there along with other offi-
cers.

Continuing his inspection,
the CRS boarding on a motor
trolley reached another bridge
and inspected the foundation,

pillar, approach, girder, con-
crete block, fittings and neces-
sary arrangements for mainte-
nance like safe walk path etc.
He also inspected a major
bridge before reaching Sadat
railway station where he
checked new yard plan, station
working rule, station panel,
points and crossing and newly
installed signals as per doubling
project. With the completion of
this phase of this project, new
business will be encouraged in
Purvanchal region, especially in
Ghazipur district areas.

ADRM (Infra) Rahul
Srivastava, Chief Electrical
Engineer (Construction) OP
Singh, Chief Engineer RK
Bajpai, Chief Electrical
Engineer (General) VK Yadav,
Chief Signal & Telecom
Engineer (Planning) RK Singh,
Deputy Chief Commissioner of
Railway Safety (Signal) Ashish
Pandey, Executive Director of
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
(RVNL) Kamal Nayan, Chief
Project Managers Kamal
Kumar Talreja and SPS Yadav,
Senior Divisional Engineer

(Coordination)  Rakesh
Ranjan, Senior Divisional
Operations Manager AP Singh,
Senior Divisional Engineer-2
Satyam Singh, Senior
Divisional Safety Officer
Ashutosh Shukla, Senior
Divisional Electrical Engineer
(General) Pankaj Kesharwani,
Senior Divisional Electrical
Engineer (Traction) RN Singh,
Senior Divisional Signal and
Telecom Engineer Rajat Priya
and other officers of NER and
RVNL were also present during
the inspection of the CRS.

TWO CRIMINALS
NABBED: The police on
Tuesday claimed to have
nabbed two criminals who
joined an e-commerce compa-
ny as delivery boys and stole
mobile phones, smart watches
and other goods worth lakhs
from the godown. Producing
the both criminals before the
media persons at Manduadih
police station here, the ACP,
Rohania Vidush Saxena
informed that two gangsters of
Gorakhpur stayed at a hotel in
Varanasi in early June and

joined the job as delivery boys
in e-commerce company
Flipkart by producing fake
Aadhaar card. After a few days,
both took away mobile phones,
smart watches and other goods
from the godown of the com-
pany situated in Chandpur
under Manduadih police sta-
tion, he added. On the basis of
a complaint lodged by the local
authority of the godown on
June 23 last, the Manduadih
police started an investigation
into the matter and traced
their location at Hariharpur in
Marauli with the help of elec-
tronic surveillance and nabbed
both the criminals late Monday
night. The arrested criminals
confessed their crime and
informed the cops that both
were waiting for someone to
sell the stolen booties. The
arrested delivery boys identi-
fied as Krishna Mohan Gond
(25) and Vishal Kumar (25) are
the residents of Gorakhpur
and both are also gangsters of
this district. Several criminal
cases are pending against both
in Gorakhpur.

	�
�����������+�������C�4�����

Regional President (Kashi
Region) of Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) Dilip Singh Patel
said that  the mantra given by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
from Bhopal (capital of
Madhya Pradesh) to more than
one million party workers
across the country was a source
of energy and inspiration for
the party workers prior to
forthcoming 2024 parliamen-
tary elections. The party has
made arrangements of big LED
screens to help the workers at
booth level listen to the PM in
his parliamentary constituen-
cy.  

Modi addressed the booth
workers across the country
through virtual medium in the
programme ‘Mera Booth Sabse
Mazboot’ from Bhopal in
which while replying to the
queries of several party work-
ers from different parts of the
country, the PM threw focus on
the importance of service
which virtually makes a party
worker perfect in his/her action
and decision.

Patel said that the PM’s
address was really amazing
and a source of energy as the
PM in his address urged the
booth workers to work at the
booths with a service attitude,
understand the problems of the
people and make every possi-
ble effort to remove them. UP
Ministers, people's representa-
tives, BJP office-bearers and
others also heard PM’s Sanvad
(dialogue) programme held

through the virtual medium on
LED screens in different
Mandal units in the city.

The senior party leaders
were of the view that Modi’s
speech filled the booth work-
ers with enthusiasm prior to
the upcoming 2024 Lok Sabha
elections and expressed their
confidence that the BJP would
win all the 80 seats in Uttar
Pradesh and the BJP govern-
ment would be formed at the
Centre under the leadership of
Modi, once again.

Former UP Minister and
MLA from City South Dr
Neelkanth Tiwari, regional
media co-incharge Santosh
Solapurkar, Mandal President
Nalin Nayan Mishra, Narsingh
Das, Yogesh Singh Bablu,

Abhijit Bhardwaj, Vishnu
Yadav, Dilip Sahni, Dilip
Kushwaha, Kanaklata Mishra,
Rohit Pathak, Deepak Jaiswal,
Sunny Rastogi, Sudhir Tripathi,
Vijay Sonkar, Krishnanand
Pandey and many others were
present on the occasion.

In this sequence, BJP work-
ers also listened to PM Modi’s
virtual address under the chief
hospitality of City South MLA
Dr Neelkanth Tiwari at
Baranwal Dharamshala locat-
ed in Piyari under Pandit
Deendayal Mandal, Dr Tiwari
said that the country's success-
ful PM virtually addressed and
interacted with more than one
million booth workers across
the country through the booth
programme. He said that the

party workers got guidance
from the PM on various sub-
jects.

Dr Tiwari further said that
the PM gave the mantra of ser-
vice to the workers as it is the
strongest point of any organi-
sation. He said that the BJP
workers had helped every class
without any discrimination
during the corona pandemic
period. Besides, he added that
the party workers also help the
people get the benefits of var-
ious schemes of the central and
state governments to the needy
and beneficiaries. He expressed
confidence that in the 2024
elections, BJP would form its
government at the Centre with
a thumping majority, once
again.
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In order to improve air con-
nectivity of Sangam city with

the rest of the country before
the Mahakumbh-2025, the
Yogi Adityanath government
has decided to give the
Prayagraj airport a major
facelift.

From air connectivity to
expansion of terminal and
number of flights, Prayagraj
airport has left behind the air-
ports of many cities.

The revamp of the Civil
Enclave or popularly known
as Prayagraj  airport is
being done keeping in mind
the convenience of tourists
and devotees coming from
other countries in the
Mahakumbh to be held here
in 2025.

According to Airport
Director RR Pandey, the gov-
ernment plans to redevelop
the airport at a cost of Rs 175
crore. The works have been
initiated and the tender
process will be completed
next month.

The number of aero-
bridges, passenger boarding
bridge which connects the
aircraft doors to the airport
terminal, will be added as
the expansion of flight move-
ment in the airport will
increase, he said.

Deputy General Manager
of Prayagraj airport Pramod
Kumar Singh said at present
the number of aerobridges is
two and four more will be
added before Mahakumbh.
With this, the airport will
become the first in UP with
six aerobridges.

The official added that
there has been continuous
expansion of air connectivity
of city. After Lucknow and
Varanasi, Prayagraj airport
has now reached the
third position in terms of
flights and passenger move-
ment.

“Currently, 24 domestic
flights operate from this air-
port to 12 cities. After the
expansion, their number will
also increase to more than 16,”
Pandey said. 

The number of passengers
travelling by air from here is
also increasing daily. Last
year 5,48,310 had travelled
by air from Prayagraj
airport.

The airport has achieved
an important position in
terms of increasing number of
passengers every month and
every year and at present it is
at the third position in the
state. 

It currently has one termi-
nal whose area is 6,700 sqm.
At present, 320 passengers

can sit here. Under the expan-
sion plan, a new airport termi-
nal building of 9,500 sqm
will be constructed, which
will have a seating capacity of
500.

In this way the capacity of
this place will be 820 passen-
gers till Mahakumbh. Keeping
in view the environmental
protection standards in the
new terminal building, solar
energy will be used in the
entire building.

Apart from this, there is a
plan to increase the capacity
of Prayagraj airport’s apron to
accommodate 15 aircraft.

LIGHT & SOUND
SHOW: The light and sound
show organised at
Chandrashekhar Azad park
popularly known as Company
Garden in the Sangam city has
failed to entertain the morn-
ing walkers, who claim that
the sheets fitted around the
periphery of the park for the
show blocks the outside view
and fresh air.

The 45-minute show is
held every evening at 7 pm.
Introduced under the Smart
City project, the show is a way
of entertainment and enjoy-
ment for the local public.

However, the morning
walkers claim that they are
facing inconvenience after the
authorities encircled an area

for the show and ‘spoiled’ the
beauty of the park as well as
hindering the path for them
and for those doing yoga or
other exercises in the morning
hours. 

Due to the show, the park
is covered with green sheets to
block the view of the show to
the outsiders. The morning
walkers say due to changes in
the park for the show, they feel
suffocated while spending
time in the park.

“Sometimes, the entry to
the park is closed in the morn-
ing. We also suggested that the
park should remain open till
10am for us to have some
fresh air,” said Kishore
Varshanay, president of the
Morning Walkers Association,
adding that ever since the
light and sound show has
started they have been facing
the problem.

The association has also
submitted a memorandum to
Divisional commissioner
Vijay Vishwas Pant and the
Mission Manager (Technical)
of Smart City Project in this
regard. Varshanay claimed
that the flower and vegetable
show will also be affected if
the area gets covered with
these sheets. The flower and
vegetable show was a part of
British culture which has been
followed for years in the city.
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The district administration
has initiated several steps to

ensure smooth Kanwar Yatra
during the upcoming holy
month of Shrawan beginning
from July 4 to August 31. This
also includes installing of
CCTVs in temples and to pro-
vide best of the facilities and
security to them.

In a recently held meeting,
chaired by Police
Commissioner Ramit Sharma
and District Magistrate Sanjay
Kumar Khatri, instructions
were given that all roads

falling in the path of Kanwar
Yatra route should be repaired
by July 1. Instructions were
given that sufficient lighting
should be made available on
the road crossings. The ‘bhan-
dra’ (community feast), which
are put up in between the
routes, should not result in
crowding and for that these
‘bhandras’ should be run at
certain distance from the
main roads. Parking arrange-
ments must be provided out-
side every temple in the city
and CCTVs should be
installed for security purpos-
es.

Likewise,  the DM
instructed for the availability
of doctors, ambulances at
community health centres
(CHC)s and primary health
centres (PHC) falling on the
yatra route.

“All basic facilities should
be ensured. A control room
should be set up. 

Besides, all sloping and
potholes on the ghats should
be repaired and
barricading should be ensured
wherever required,” the DM
said.

While reviewing the
preparations of the temples of

the city, the DM ordered
videography and installation
of CCTV cameras where nec-
essary.

While reviewing the traf-
fic, he said arrangements for
traffic and parking should be
ensured and PS system etc.
should also be installed. He
also instructed officials to
instal water tankers on yatra
routes.

Commissioner of Police
Ramit Sharma said the festi-
vals should be celebrated
according to the tradition and
no new trend should be start-
ed.

���������	��
��� )*!+�$,!

As many as 180 couples
exchanged nuptial vows

during a mass marriage organ-
ised under the Mukhyamantri
Samuhik Vivah Yojana under
the aegis of Social Welfare
department at GIC ground on
Monday. Addressing the gath-
ering the speakers praised the
initiative of CM Yogi
Adityanath who is sensitive to
the respect of the deprived
class. Prominent among those
who blessed the couples were
MLAs Ratnakar Mishra, Rama
Shankar Singh Patel, Dr Vinod
Bind and chairman NPP
Mirzapur, Shyam Sundar
Keshari. 

WARNED: Divisional
Commissioner Dr
Muthukumarasamy B while
holding the meeting to review
progress in priority works of
the government on Monday
warned the officials to get
‘golden cards’ prepared under
Ayushman Bharat Scheme as
per the target otherwise remain
prepared to face the music.
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Eminent educationst, teacher,
voyager and writer P Chitran

Namboothiripad died following
age-related ailments, family
sources here said on Tuesday. He
was 103. A prominent figure in
the cultural arena of Kerala for
decades, Namboothiripad was
known for his progressive out-
look, contributions in the edu-
cation sector as the Director of
Public Instructions and service
as the secretary of the Kerala
Kalamandalam.

He used to hit head-
lines until recent times over his
frequent trips to the Himalayas
despite his advanced age. He
undertook over 30 voyages to the
region. An established writer,
Namboothiripad's travelogue
'Punyahimalayam', an account of
his Himalayan voyages, was
well-received among the readers.
People from various walks of life
condoled the death of
Namboothiripad. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan hailed his con-
tributions in diverse fields.
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The acronym MA stands
for Master of Arts, a
postgraduate degree

awarded by universities across
the world in literature,
humanities or arts. Some uni-
versities offer an M A degree
in Mathematics. But if the
trend in Kerala is any indica-
tion, the term M A stands for
Material Alteration. The last
name is a phrase from the
Negotiable Instruments Act
that governs rules and regu-
lations dealing with the
acceptability of Bank cheques.

One is likely to ask what
Material Alteration has to do
with the postgraduate degrees
awarded by the universities in
Kerala. The sad fact is that the
universities in the State, well
known once for their stan-
dards and etiquettes have
fallen into an abyss from
where it is difficult to salvage
their dignity and quality. The
last 14 days saw more than six
cases of students fabricating
fake M-A, M.Com and Ph D
Degrees from various colleges
that come under the jurisdic-
tion of Kerala University and
Mahatma Gandhi University.

All the students were
leaders and activists of the
Students Federation of India
(the students’ wing of the

CPI-M) and the fabrication of
the counterfeit and fake
degrees was done with the
connivance of the party boss-
es. R Bindu, Kerala’s Minister
for Higher Education, whose
academic and professional
qualifications themselves were
under the shadows of clouds,
came out in the open and
declared that these were iso-
lated incidents to which one
need not give any importance.
M V Govindan, the party’s
Kerala secretary, issued a
stern warning to the media
persons asking them not to
write anything against the SFI
or the CPI-M. This has been
the practice of the CPI-M
when the party finds the
going tough. Way back in
1982, when E K Nayanar
was the chief minister with
the support extended by the
A K Antony faction of the
Congress, a similar incident
happened. The CPI-M which
has an inherent hatred for the
Congress wanted to do away

with the Congress in the
State once and for ever. The
party unleashed a reign of ter-
ror across Kerala, physically
assaulting the Congress lead-
ers and demolishing the
offices of the Congress party.
When the agitated Congress
leaders like Oommen Chandi
warned the CPI-M that they
would be forced to withdraw
from the Government if the
CPI-M continued with the
practice of its class annihila-
tion, the then minister of
home T K Ramakrishnan
declared that the Congress
Government at the Centre
had deputed agents of its
secret police to finish off top
Congress leaders in the State.
Senior Congress leaders like
Aryadan Mohammed asked
Ramakrishnan for proof.
While a timid Ramakrishnan
withdrew from the face, the
Congress pulled out of the
CPI-M-led front leading to
the downfall of the Nayanar
Government. 

What the present Pinarayi
Vijayan government has done
is file cases against journalists
who reported on the fabrica-
tion of fake degree certificates
by SFI leaders. It is interest-
ing to note that all young CPI-
M leaders consider it a priv-

ilege to possess a Ph D degree
which allows them to add the
prefix Doctor to their names.
If they are asked about the
subject of their research and
what have they substantiated
through their studies, chances
are that they may cock a
snook at the person who
asked the questions. The CPI-
M led by Vijayan which was
returned to power in the
2021 assembly election has
made a mockery of democra-
cy and has thrown decency to
the winds whereas they were
expected to be more respon-
sible towards the require-
ments of the people. All ini-
tiatives like Silver Line Rail, K
Phone, K Vaccine, and start-
up ventures labelled as devel-
opment programs are
embroiled in corruption.
Adding insult to injury is the
finding that there exists a
Green Light WhatsApp group
of senior police officials in
Kerala Police to extend help
to the anti-national elements.
The second innings of
Pinarayi Vijayan’s tenure are
full of disharmony and
cacophony.

(Writer is Special
Correspondent, The Pioneer.

Views expressed
are personal)
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all-powerful, presiding over a huge but
cohesive administration and expanding
Russia's influence abroad. Sixteen months
later, with limited Russian territorial gains
in Ukraine, Mr Putin's challenges at home
are mounting. He may have brought tem-
porary peace between his generals and war-
lords, but the reasons behind the mutiny
remain unaddressed. If he wants stability,
Mr Putin should first bring the war to an
end and put his house in order.

Tauquee | Chennai

����������	
���
Sir — Be it on the occasion of the launch
of satellites or an oath-taking ceremony fol-
lowing an electoral win; the "auspicious
time" of doing so is meticulously taken care
of! Bahanaga high school, in Odisha, was
demolished and rebuilt so as to "get relief
from the ghosts" of dead passengers (fol-
lowing the greatest railway disaster in
India) laid there before getting shifted to
the morgue! What messages do get impart-
ed to the students and upcoming genera-
tion by the school authorities, scientists and
lawmakers; thereby making a mockery of
the Article 51A (h) of the Constitution
which expects every citizen to develop the
scientific temper, humanism and the spir-
it of inquiry and reform? 

When Indian society is seen to be gal-
lantly marching towards the nadir in
terms of rationality and scientific reason-
ing; the Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah arrives as a bright exception
who is truly educated and enlightened
enough to deliver a "double punch" against
superstition by opening the South door of
the Chief minister's office in Vidhana
Soudha; that too on a Saturday alleged to
be a day of "misery"! 

By consigning all silly talks and illog-
ical thoughts to oblivion; Siddaramaiah has
nicely defined a good Vaastu as one
where one gets a healthy mind, clean heart
and concern for people and where natur-
al light and fresh air would come in.  May
this light of rationality, sanity, scientific tem-
per, logic and reasoning - as being trans-
mitted by Siddaramaiah -eradicate the
darkness of superstition embedded with-
in the mindset of the dominant section of
Indians, irrespective of "class" "academic
degree" "post" and "position", and inspire
them to lead a healthy way of life by nur-
turing compassion within the hearts for fel-
low human beings. 

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata

������	�����	����
Sir — The implementation of a Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) in India is an involute
issue that has been debated for many years.
While some argue that a UCC is compul-
sory to promote gender equality and gre-
garious equity, others argue that it would
be an infringement of religious liberation
and would lead to the erosion of cultural
and religious identities. The decision on
whether or not to implement a UCC
should be made with careful consideration
of all the implications and should take into
account the views and concerns of all com-
munities. Another paramount aspect to
consider regarding Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) in India is the potential impact it
could have on the country's social fabric.
The implementation of a UCC could lead
to a consequential change in the way peo-
ple live their lives, particularly in matters
related to marriage, divorce, and inheri-
tance. This could lead to resistance from
some communities who may feel that their
cultural and religious identities are being
threatened. It is consequential to take into
account the views and concerns of all com-
munities while implementing a UCC.
Additionally, the implementation of a
UCC should be done in a phased and grad-
ual manner, to ascertain that it does not
lead to social unrest or conflict. 

Sambhav Jain | Ujjain
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�	��������	�	����
Sir — The short-lived mutiny of Yevgeny
Prigoz hin, head of the Wagner private mil-
itary company, not only exposed the
growing uncontrollable feud between the
warlord and Russia's top defence leader-
ship but also the weakening position of
Russian President Vladimir Putin in the
country's complex power dynamics.

Mr Putin has averted an all-out civil
war, but he cannot escape the question of
why he failed to prevent this feud in his
security circle from escalating into such a
humiliating public crisis. The rivalry
between the Defence Ministry and Wagner
was hardly a secret. Before the Ukraine war
began in February 2022, Mr Putin seemed
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domestically. The point is,
change is introduced following
a strategic assessment/holistic
review. India is guilty of trans-
gressing this concept and prin-
ciple.

Fast forward to 2019. A
Defence Policy Committee
was created under NSA Ajit
Doval which was expected to
write the National Security
Strategy (NSS) (equivalent to
SDSR). He was elevated from
MoS to Cabinet rank but NSS
remained a mirage. From NSS
hatched the National Defence
Strategy. Till then, the Defence
Ministers' Operational
Directive was the Magna
Carta. It was written by the
Army’s Military Operations
Directorate and refined by
the MoD. The last one was
signed by Defence Minister
AK Antony in 2009. Another
was attempted in 2015. It con-
tained orders for a two-front
war to be fought for 30 days on
an intense scale and 60 days
normally. In 2013, Army Chief
Gen VK Singh created a storm
by writing to then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
that war stocks were sufficient
for just 10 days of intense war.
In 2020 the Operational
Directive was fine-tuned with
war stocks upgraded to 20 days
intense and accepted by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh. It is mysterious how the
nature and duration of the war

– two-front, Cold start, nuclear
or conventional – were decid-
ed without an  strategic review.

The CDS was announced
at the end of 2019 along with
establishing the Department of
Military Affairs, planning for
integrated theatre commands
and associated inter-service
procedural changes, atmanirb-
harta in defence and the
Agniveer recruitment scheme
in 2022. These were ground-
breaking changes. Further, the
criteria for selecting CDS were
changed after the first incum-
bent Gen Bipin Rawat died in
an accident. His replacement
was curiously a retired three-
star General; the first time in
the history of CDS appoint-
ments anywhere that someone
who had not been a service
chief was appointed to the job.
Before being elevated to four-
star rank and CDS, Gen Anil
Chouhan worked with Mr
Doval as security advisor to
National Security Council
Secretariat. The selection from
a contrived system was baf-
fling. The revolutionary
reforms implemented since
2019 were unaccompanied by
any inkling of a strategic
assessment. No NSS nor NDS
was forthcoming or expected.

When President Joe Biden
came into office, an NSS doc-
ument was prepared by NSA
Jake Sullivan. Defence Minister
Lloyd Austen then produced

the NDS. What the SDSR
does is: informs the people and
the armed forces who their
adversaries are and how the
government evaluates threats,
challenges and opportunities
from their behaviour. The
three priorities in defence sce-
narios are Taiwan, the South
China Sea and LAC. The cen-
trality of NDS is in the concept
of integrated deterrence that
India must work to opera-
tionalize as on its own it can-
not deter China for a long time
to come. This could lead to
jointness in the defence ecosys-
tem as done in the joint pro-
duction of GE414 jet engines.
Cooperating and collaborating
with the US in defence is per-
haps the only way for the capa-
bility to catch up with China.

India is fighting shy of
naming China as a threat and
challenge. Even so, it is not too
late to write a White Paper on
China and then an Integrated
Defence and Security Review.
But all one gets is the end-of-
the-year report card from dif-
ferent ministries. This is insuf-
ficient and archaic for aspiring
world power.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence

Staff. The views expressed are
personal)
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India and US have taken one
giant step in defence tech-
nology transfer and
upgrade that makes their
Global Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership approach an
alliance but allows India to pre-
serve its strategic autonomy. In
1971 India joined USSR in an
alliance that curiously mentioned
India’s strategic autonomy. India
is on the cusp of a transformative
revolution in national defence and
security incorporating change in
an adhoc fashion. As a founder
member of the Defence Planning
Staff which is the forerunner of
the current Integrated Defence
Staff, I have watched India under-
take defence reforms in fits and
starts and piecemeal. But a differ-
ent beginning was made in the
mid-1980s with a firm foundation
for initiating and incorporating
change systematically and logical-
ly against a strategic canvas.

The DPS integrated tri-ser-
vice team carried out an elaborate
evaluation of the Strategic and
Technological Environment com-
parable to the contemporary
Strategic Defence and Security
Review (SDSR). From that eval-
uation emanated the 15-year
Defence Plan which was referred
to by then Defence Minister KC
Pant in Parliament. It was the first
time ever that an Integrated
Defence Plan was devised.
Another milestone was the signif-
icant change that occurred in
national security policy following
the Kargil Review Committee
Report in 2000. Sadly its recom-
mendations were implemented in
bits and parts.

Although many defence
reviews and several task forces
have made piecemeal recom-
mendations, no holistic review or
any White Paper has been sought
nor presented in Parliament. To
date, parliament has not called on
the government to do an SDSR
which is mandatory in all democ-
racies. When a new government
takes up office in Whitehall UK,
it is required to present SDSR or
whenever the strategic environ-
ment changes, like in Ukraine, the
government presents an
Integrated Review or an
Integrated Review Refresh, as
done recently in the UK. It is the
long view of the future and what
it might reveal internationally and
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(The writer is the
Founder Chairman of,

the Sustainability
Reporting Standards

Board and Governing
body member of, the

Institute of Social
Auditors of India)

Organizations that adopt sus-
tainability reporting get a com-
petitive edge in a market
where consumer awareness is
rising, in addition to helping

the world's efforts to address urgent envi-
ronmental and social concerns. Investors
give due importance to ESG aspects in their
decision-making processes, and consumers
are expecting more goods and services from
businesses that exhibit ethical and sustain-
able business practices. Governments and
regulatory organizations are also stressing
the need of achieving sustainable develop-
ment and enforcing higher reporting stan-
dards.

As a statutory body, the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) reg-
ulates the profession of Chartered
Accountants in India. A strong tradition of
public service and economic development
has distinguished the ICAI as the world's
leading body of knowledge for accountan-
cy. With the mission to formulate compre-
hensive and globally comparable stan-
dards for measuring and disclosing non-
financial information about an entity's
progress towards the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) 2030, the
ICAI constituted the Sustainability
Reporting Standards Board (SRSB) in
February 2020. Several initiatives have been
launched by the Board over the years to rev-
olutionize the ideology behind sustainable
reporting such as the introduction of
Sustainability Assurance Engagement
Standards, certificate courses on BRSR
reporting, social audit standards, etc. 

In May 2021, SEBI made a notable shift
towards the adoption of the Business
Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting
(BRSR) framework in recognition of the
need for a more comprehensive and inte-
grated approach towards sustainability
reporting. The BRSR framework acknowl-
edges that sustainability issues should not
be ignored or considered as a side issue,
instead, they ought to be thoroughly incor-
porated into a company's overall operations
and strategies by acknowledging the con-
nection between sustainability and com-
mercial performance. BRSR framework
focuses on transparency and comparabil-
ity. Organizations can give stakeholders reli-
able information about their sustainabili-
ty practices by adopting a standardized
approach to reporting and can also better
streamline decision-making, increase trans-
parency, and align sustainability with their
core business strategy. This makes it pos-
sible for stakeholders   to assess the sustain-
ability performance of various businesses
and make educated decisions. 

The sustainability board of ICAI has
come out with an innovative approach
towards measuring an organ's ISAR ion
maturity towards BRSR. On 18th March
2021, SRSB launched its Sustainability
Reporting Maturity Model (SRMM Version
1.0") as a grading/scoring methodology for
Business Responsibility and Sustainability
Reporting (BRSR) released by the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs (MCA) as part of its
initiatives to build the sustainability ecosys-
tem in the nation. This maturity model
records an organization's progress towards
sustainability reporting through four dis-
tinct degrees of sustainability maturity. The
model integrates the most recent interna-
tional trends and advancements in sustain-
ability reporting. To increase the effective-
ness of the model, the SRSB collaborates
extensively with a variety of stakeholders
including academics, civil society organi-

zations, and other professionals
from around the nation. Based on
the changes brought in by the SEBI
BRSR circular, SRMM Version 1.0,
was further updated to Version 2.0
by the board. To assist organizations
in implementing the SRMM, the
SRSB has also set up a network of
training and support facilities. It is
also creating several tools and
resources to assist organizations
with their sustainability reporting. 

The SRMM offers organizations
looking to improve their sustainabil-
ity reporting practices several
advantages. SRMM is a self-assess-
ment tool that gives organizations
a clear structure and path so they
can evaluate where they are now and
where they need to improve.
Organizations can efficiently prior-
itize their tasks and allocate
resources by assessing their matu-
rity level, which provides them
with insights into their strengths and
limitations. Secondly, the model also
encourages organizations to go up
through the levels, promoting the
maturity of sustainability reporting.
The approach helps organizations
gradually improve their reporting
procedures and incorporate sustain-
ability into their primary business
strategy by outlining a clear path.
The model has four unique stages,
each of which corresponds to a dif-
ferent level of sustainability report-
ing maturity. All 4 levels are defined
based on the overall range of scores
that a corporate entity has scored
within a fiscal year using the BRSR
scoring system. The SRMM has a
total score of 300 points divided
across all the sections of BRSR. By
assigning a score of 75 out of 300 to
leading indicators, firms are encour-
aged to set goals for achieving
them. Each maturity level depicts
the current state of sustainability
reporting and motivates the com-
pany to achieve a higher stage as the
new reporting cycle begins. A com-
pany may use the SRMM scoring
mechanism to self-assess its BRSR
reports and assign a score for each

parameter reported as per the for-
mat given in SRMM which will fur-
ther decide the maturity stage of
reporting achieved by the compa-
ny. The SRMM document released
by SRSB clearly defines the method-
ology for calculating a company’s
score. As the current BRSR format
is general and is applicable to all sec-
tors, therefore, it might be a possi-
bility that certain indicators are not
applicable for a particular type of
industry, e.g., if the concept of
“Extended Producer Responsibility”
is not applicable to a particular
industry, then the grand total score
would be reduced by 3 and will
become 297 and further the matu-
rity level will be calculated as a per-
centage of the score achieved out of
score applicable. This feature of
SRMM makes it even more useful. 

A company scoring up to 25%
falls in the first stage or the
Formative stage of SRMM. This
stage implies that the company is in
the nascent stage of reporting and
is still outlining the fundamental
facts and identifying the need and
responsibility of BRSR. These com-
panies are actively trying to collect
data and establish policies related to
sustainability. A company scoring
more than 25% and up to 50% falls
under the Emerging stage which is
the 2nd stage in the SRMM. Level
2 organizations tend to be more
aware of the importance of BRSR
and have a strong mechanism for
reporting the same, but these busi-
nesses are constantly working
towards enhancing and establishing
the current internal control system
and collecting data for disclosures. 

Level 3 or the Established Stage
is achieved when a company has a
BRSR score of more than 50% and
up to 75%. These organizations have
established business strategies and
functional systems for reporting
BRSR parameters efficiently. Such
organizations are actively involved
in compliance functions and are
more focused on improving and
accelerating the qualitative aspects

of their business. 
A company with a score of more

than 75% qualifies for the highest
level of sustainability reporting
maturity - Level 4 and is in the stage
of leading by example. At this level,
sustainability is deeply ingrained in
the culture and ethos of the compa-
ny. Organizations actively work to
have a beneficial social, environ-
mental, and economic impact. They
demonstrate creativity and adopt
cutting-edge sustainability trends
and best practices. Companies that
are a part of Level 4 are constantly
involved in innovative methods so
as to enhance their disclosures and
work towards becoming a market
leaders.  As they advance through
the levels, organizations become
industry leaders in sustainability
reporting, link sustainability with
their core business strategy, enhance
transparency and accountability,
and create value. The SRMM is a
useful tool in the effort to create a
company environment that is more
ethical and sustainable.Offering a
road map for improving their sus-
tainability reporting practices, it aids
organizations in prioritizing their
efforts. It encourages organizations
to develop from fundamental com-
pliance to more sophisticated and
integrated reporting practices as it
leads them through the four degrees
of maturity. Organizations can
improve their knowledge of where
they stand right now and the steps
necessary to advance to higher lev-
els of sustainability reporting matu-
rity by using the SRMM. By mea-
suring sustainability performance,
setting targets, and monitoring
progress, organizations can improve
their environmental, social, and
economic impact. Considering this,
it is a call to action for businesses to
adopt the SRMM and work towards
a more responsible and sustainable
future. Organizations may increase
their credibility, fulfil stakeholder
expectations, and help the world's
sustainability goals by putting
SRMM into practice.
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IIn today's era of advanced
technology, where
Artificial Intelligence (AI)

and digital innovations are
transforming lives, it is dis-
heartening to acknowledge
that several remote villages in
India still lag behind, lacking
even the most basic digital lit-
eracy. Talking about remote
hilly villages in Uttarakhand,
the privilege of knowledge
and access to digital literacy
still remains elusive, especial-
ly for girls. One such village
is Selani, located in the Garur
block of Uttarakhand, where
Kumari Mamta, an adoles-
cent girl, faces numerous
challenges in accessing com-
puters. 

Mamta travels a distance
of 27 kilometres from Selani
to Baijnath in Garur block to
access the Common Service

Centres (CSC), which serve
as the primary delivery points
for e-services. Due to the
absence of computers in her
own school and village,
Mamta must rely on the CSC
to fill out any applications
related to education or schol-
arships. However, due to her
lack of computer skills,
Mamta and her friends find
themselves dependent on the
distant CSC for their basic
needs.

Mamta lamented, "In
order to have computers in
our village, we first need a
reliable network. Currently,
even filling out a simple form
for college or other courses
requires us to travel long dis-
tances. Unfortunately, we
often miss deadlines due to
lack of information or money
to cover travel expenses. After

completing higher secondary
education, the career options
for girls diminish significant-
ly as we are not provided with
computer education.
Furthermore, we do not have
any facilities nearby to access
digital services and learn.
Consequently, girls are fre-
quently compelled into early
marriages, with limited choic-
es available to them."

Lack of access to comput-
ers may seem like a minor
problem, but its impact on
people's lives, particularly
girls living in rural areas, is
significant. Acquiring basic
computer skills can empow-
er these girls, providing them
with access to knowledge
that allows them to make
informed decisions.
Moreover, computer literacy
opens up opportunities for

employment once they have
completed their education.

According to a recent
report, digital literacy rates
among women in India are
significantly lower compared
to men, with only 23% of
women being digitally literate
compared to 59% of men.
One of the primary reasons
for this disparity is the lack of
access to digital infrastructure
and opportunities, particular-
ly in close proximity to where
girls live. As a result, they are
unable to acquire the neces-
sary skills and knowledge in
this field, leading to the men-
tioned data.

Sangeeta Devi, a mother
of an adolescent girl from the
village, highlights the chal-
lenges faced by girls in pur-
suing digital literacy. “Due to
safety concerns, it is not fea-

sible to send girls from the
village to the towns for com-
puter classes. However, estab-
lishing a computer centre
within the village would
greatly facilitate their learning
process. This would provide
a convenient and safe envi-
ronment for girls to access
digital education, empower-
ing them with valuable skills
for the future,” Sangeeta
shared.

Kumari Asha Dosad,
another teenager from the vil-
lage, expressed her frustration
about the current situation.
“It has been two years since
I completed 12th grade, and
I find myself sitting at home
with no prospects for the
future,” lamented Asha. Like
many others, Asha aspires to
achieve something meaning-
ful in her life, but she can't see

any way forward. She under-
stands that computers can be
powerful tools for acquiring
knowledge, but unfortunate-
ly, she and her fellow villagers
have no means to access this
valuable resource. Despite
their strong desires, they have
been unable to accomplish
anything due to the lack of
opportunities.

Neelam Grundy, a devel-
opment practitioner from
the region, similarly high-
lights the significance of dig-
ital literacy for adolescent
girls. She believes that it is
crucial for them to possess
this skill set as it empowers
them and makes them self-
reliant. “While women and
girls in cities have multiple
opportunities for self-
reliance, those in rural areas
rarely have such prospects.

Several factors contribute to
this disparity, including the
lack of educational opportu-
nities, gender-based discrim-
ination, and the absence of
free and accessible comput-
er literacy programs.
Consequently, girls in rural
areas are deprived of holistic
development,” expressed
Neelam.

Many schools in rural
areas have computer infra-
structure, but it is often
insufficient to provide class-
es to the students. As a
result, some students, who
have the facilities and con-
sent from parents can
acquire the knowledge by
going to centres in the towns.
While the rest who lack such
privileges remain entrenched
in an unyielding cycle of
adversity.
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(The writer is a student in
BA first year from Selani

village in Bageshwar,
Uttarakhand)
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Former Pakistan prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif and for-

mer president Asif Ali Zardari
have reportedly met in the
UAE to consult and decide on
the timing of the next general
elections in the country and
“their respective share” in the
future set-up, a media report
said on Tuesday.

The meeting between
Nawaz Sharif, the supremo of
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and Zardari,
the co-chairman of the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
both parties a partner in the
ruling coalition Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM),
happened in Dubai on Monday
afternoon to hammer out a
consensus on a number of key
issues like finalising names for
the caretaker set-up and decid-
ing who will get what key
position if the two partners win
the next elections, the Dawn
News reported.

“The uncertainty sur-
rounding the next general elec-
tions may end soon after
detailed deliberations by the
top leadership of the two main
coalition partners in the feder-
al government are concluded in
the UAE,” said the report, cit-
ing sources.

Insiders said that it was
decided that elder Sharif of
PML-N and Zardari of PPP,
would “talk directly” on these
issues instead of allowing a pro-
longed debate “at the lower
level”, which would be a waste
of time.Pakistan, currently in
the throes of a major political
as well as economic crisis,
started preparations for the

general elections with a meet-
ing of the election commission
recently. The PDM is also
fighting the challenge posed by
former prime minister Imran
Khan.

The current National
Assembly will complete its
five-year term on August 12
and the fresh general election
must be conducted within 60
days as laid down in the
Constitution of Pakistan.

A PML-N insider said that
the main agenda of the Sharif-
Zardari meeting was elections
in October or beyond.

“If the elections are held at
their scheduled time, then the
caretaker set-up in the centre
will be of the PPP and PML-N’s
choosing after taking Maulana
Fazlur Rehman on board, of
course,” the source was quoted
as saying.

Monday saw the first meet-
ing between the two sides, and
it is expected that these huddles
will continue until a consensus
can be evolved on three major
issues: a date for the general
elections, the shape of the care-
taker set-up and deciding
whether to contest elections
independently or make some
seat adjustments, the report
said. Also on the table would be
the controversy surrounding
top appointments at two lead-
ing national institutions, the
National Database and
Registration Authority and the
Pakistan Cricket Board.

“Sharif ’s daughter Maryam
and Zardari’s son Bilawal are
already in Dubai, while Prime
Minis-ter Shehbaz Sharif is
also expected to arrive there to
become part of the parleys,” the
source said. 
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The US has been consistent-
ly calling on Pakistan to

step up efforts to permanent-
ly disband all terrorist groups
like the LeT, JuD and their var-
ious front organisations, a top
state department official has
said.

Addressing the media on
Monday, State Department
Spokesperson Matthew Miller
said the US will raise the issue
regularly with Pakistani offi-
cials and will continue to work
together with it to counter
mutual terrorist threats.

“We have also been consis-
tent on the importance of
Pakistan continuing to take
steps to permanently disband
all terrorist groups, including
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-
Mohammed, and their various
front organisations,” he said.

“We will raise the issue
regularly with Pakistani offi-
cials, and will continue to
work together to counter
mutual terrorist threats, as we
discussed during our March
2023 CT dialogue,” he said.

Miller was responding to
a question on the India-US
joint statement issued during
the state visit  of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi here.

In the joint statement,
both US President Joe Biden
and Prime Minister Modi reit-
erated the call for concerted
action against all UN-listed
terrorist groups including al-
Qaeda, ISIS/Daesh, Lashkar e-
Tayyiba (LeT), Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM), and Hizb-
ul-Mujhahideen. The two
leaders strongly condemned
cross-border terrorism, and
the use of terrorist proxies and
“called on Pakistan to take
immediate action to ensure
that no territory under its
control is used for launching
terrorist attacks.”

Miller declined to com-
ment on India’s response to
former US president Barack
Obama’s statement about
minority rights in India.

In an interview with CNN
on Thursday, Obama report-
edly said if India does not pro-
tect the rights of “ethnic
minorities”, there is a strong
possibility at some point that
the country starts pulling
apart.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and other senior minis-
ters have slammed Obama for
his statement, saying, “He
(Obama) should also think
about how many Muslim
countries he has attacked (as
US president)”.

Singh’s comments came a
day after Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
hit out at Obama, saying his
remarks were surprising as six
Muslim-majority countries
had faced US “bombing” dur-
ing Obama’s tenure. In
response to another question,
Miller said, “We regularly raise
concerns about human rights
in our conversations with
Indian officials. And you saw
President Biden speak to this
himself in the joint press con-
ference that he held with
Prime Minister Modi.” 
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Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said on

Tuesday that he has received an
invitation for an official visit to
China, but did not disclose
whether or when the trip would
take place. 

The Israeli leader made the
announcement during a meet-
ing with visiting members of the
US Congress. The invitation fol-
lows several recent overtures by
Beijing to increase its diplomat-
ic footprint in the region and
comes at a time of heightened
friction between the Biden
administration and Netanyahu’s
ultranationalist and ultra-
Orthodox government. 

Netanyahu’s office said the
“projected visit” to China would
be his fourth as prime minister.
It said it notified the Biden
administration, which has a
rocky relationship with China,
about the invitation last month.
It declined to comment on pos-
sible dates for the trip.

China has taken a more
strident role in Mideast diplo-
macy in recent months, broker-
ing a deal to restore ties between
Israel’s archenemy, Iran, and
Saudi Arabia in April and host-
ing Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas in Beijing
earlier this month.

Israel and China have close
economic relations, but Israel’s
diplomatic and security ties
with the US have precluded
closer collaboration with China. 

Netanyahu, Israel’s longest-
serving prime minister,
returned to power in late 2022
after forming a coalition with
ultranationalist and ultra-
Orthodox allies, the most hard-
line and religious government in
Israel’s 75-year history.  After
launching an attempted over-
haul of the country’s judiciary in
January while Netanyahu is on
trial on corruption charges, the
government has faced weekly
mass protests as well as criticism
from Washington. In light of
that contentious judicial over-
haul, as well as the government’s
aggressive advancement of West
Bank settlements, Netanyahu
has not yet been invited for a
White House visit. Such visits
are normally standard practice
for Israeli leaders. 
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New Zealand Prime Minister
Chris Hipkins discussed

his country’s interest in boost-
ing economic ties with China
during a meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in Beijing
on Tuesday.

Hipkins said the focus of his
meeting with Xi was to “reaf-
firm our close economic rela-
tionship by supporting busi-
nesses (to) renew their connec-
tions with Chinese counter-
parts and helping grow new
ones to support New Zealand’s
economic recovery.” 

Hipkins is on a five-day visit
to China, his first since becom-
ing prime minister in January,
along with a business delegation
representing areas including
tourism and education.Before
starting his visit, he described
New Zealand’s relationship with
China as a “critical part of our
economic recovery.”New
Zealand officially entered a
recession this month after its
economy contracted for two
consecutive quarters.  Officials

say China is key to three of New
Zealand’s engines for post-pan-
demic economic recovery:
exports, tourism and education.

China is New Zealand’s
largest export market, and
Wellington over the years has
managed to maintain warmer
ties to Beijing than some of its
Western allies. New Zealand has
issued critical statements about
China’s human rights and for-
eign policy practices, but has
generally experienced less fric-
tion with China than other
countries in the region such as

Australia. Xi praised “the great
importance” of China-New
Zealand ties, saying Hipkins’
visit was “very meaningful,”
according to the official Xinhua
News Agency.

Earlier in the day, Hipkins
attended a meeting of the World
Economic Forum in the
Chinese port city of Tianjin
alongside other foreign offi-
cials and joined a signing cere-
mony for four New Zealand
exporters and their Chinese
counterparts, according to a
statement from his office.
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Beijing (AP): China’s No. 2
leader said Tuesday that eco-
nomic growth accelerated in
the latest quarter and expressed
confidence it can hit the ruling
Communist Party’s official tar-
get of 5 per cent for the year.

Premier Li Qiang, speak-
ing at a conference in the east-
ern city of Tianjin, gave no fig-
ure for the three months end-
ing in June but said it was faster
than the previous quarter’s 4.5
per cent.

The world’s second-largest
economy rebounded from
2022’s unusually weak 3 per
cent growth following the end
of anti-virus controls on trav-
el and business activity. But that
faded faster than expected.
Consumer and factory activi-
ty weakened in May and
record-setting youth unem-
ployment spiked up.

“It is expected that the
second quarter will be faster
than the first quarter,” Li said

at the World Economic Forum.
“We expect to achieve the eco-
nomic growth rate of about 5
per cent determined at the
start of the year.”

Private sector forecasters
expect China’s economic out-
put to grow by at least 5 per
cent this year, but some have
cut their outlooks following
May’s weak activity.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s
government appears to be
avoiding a large-scale econom-
ic stimulus to prevent another
rise in debt Beijing worries is
dangerously high.

Growth in retail sales
decelerated in May to 12.7 per
cent over a year earlier, from
the previous month’s 18.4 per
cent. Growth in factory output
fell after interest rate hikes in
the United States and Europe to
cool inflation depressed
demand for Chinese goods.
May exports sank compared
with a year earlier.
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Tokyo: Japan announced a
decision on Tuesday to reinstate
South Korea as a preferred
nation with fast-track trade
status starting July 21, virtual-
ly ending a four-year econom-
ic row that was further strained
during their bitter historic dis-
putes.

Trade Minister Yasutoshi
Nishimura told reporters that
Japan and South Korea have
also agreed to set up a frame-
work to review and follow up
on the systems as needed.

Japan and South Korea
have been rapidly mending
their ties as they deepen three-
way security cooperation with
Washington in response to
growing regional threats from
North Korea and China.

A reinstatement of South
Korea’s preferential status next
month would end a four-year
trade dispute that began in
July 2019 when Japan removed
South Korea from its “white
list” of countries given fast-track
approvals in trade as ties dete-
riorated over compensation for
Japanese wartime actions.

Japan’s tightening of trade
controls against Seoul was an
apparent retaliation for South
Korean court rulings in 2018
that ordered Japanese compa-
nies to compensate Korean
workers for abusive treatment
and forced labour during World
War II, when the Korean
Peninsula was under Japanese
occupation.

Japan also tightened export
controls on key chemicals used
by South Korean companies to
make semiconductors and dis-
plays, prompting South Korea
to file a complaint with the
World Trade Organisation and
remove Japan from its own list
of countries with preferred
trade status.

Their ties have improved
rapidly since March on an ini-
tiative by South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s gov-
ernment to resolve disputes
stemming from compensation
for wartime Korean forced
labourers. Yoon also travelled to
Tokyo for talks with Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida and
agreed to rebuild the countries’
security and economic ties. AP
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Britain was ill-prepared for a
pandemic partly because

government resources had
been diverted away from pan-
demic planning to brace for a
possibly chaotic exit from the
European Union without a
deal, the UK’s former health
secretary told an inquiry on
Tuesday.

Matt Hancock also said
officials had to scramble to
source protective equipment,
set up mass testing and contact
tracing systems “from scratch”
once the coronavirus pandem-
ic broke out because the UK’s
planning attitude was entirely
“geared towards how to clear up
after a disaster, not prevent it”.

“The doctrine of the UK
was to plan for the conse-
quences of a disaster — can we
buy enough body bags? Where
are we going to bury the dead?”
Hancock said.

“Large-scale testing did
not exist and large-scale contact

tracing did not exist because it
was assumed that as soon as
there was community trans-
mission, it wouldn’t be possible
to stop the spread, and there-
fore, what’s the point in contact
tracing?” he added.

That assumption was
“completely wrong” and a
“colossal” failure, Hancock said.

Hancock acknowledged
that an official pandemic pre-
paredness board paused its
work in 2018 to 2019 because
resources were moved away to

focus instead on the threat of
a “disorganised Brexit”.

Britain’s government was
consumed in 2019 with the
possibility of crashing out of the
EU without a deal on the
departure terms in place. A bit-
terly divided Parliament reject-
ed then-Prime Minister
Theresa May’s Brexit plan three
times.The UK eventually left
the trade bloc in 2020.

As health secretary,
Hancock became one of the
best-known politicians in
Britain as he led efforts to halt
the spread of the coronavirus
before he was forced to quit in
June 2021, when he was caught
breaking social distancing rules
with an aide. Pictures of him
kissing the aide in govern-
ment offices were splashed
across front pages at the time.

Hancock has previously
faced criticism about the UK’s
COVID testing measures and
how authorities failed to man-
age the spread of the pandem-

ic in care homes for the elder-
ly. 

The UK had one of the
highest COVID-19 death tolls
in Europe, with the virus
recorded as a cause of death for
almost 227,000 people.

Hancock said an emotion-
al sorry on Tuesday to all those
who died and were affected.

“I’m profoundly sorry for
each death that has occurred.
I also understand why, for
some, it will be hard to take that
apology from me,” he said.

Earlier, Hancock was con-
fronted by members of the
group COVID Families for
Justice who held up pictures of
relatives who died in the pan-
demic as he arrived at the
inquiry in central London. The
wide-ranging inquiry, led by a
retired judge, aims to investi-
gate the UK’s preparedness for
the coronavirus pandemic, how
the government responded and
what lessons can be learned for
the future.
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The United Nations said
Tuesday it has document-

ed a significant level of civilians
killed and wounded in attacks
in Afghanistan since the
Taliban takeover — despite a
stark reduction in casualties
compared to previous years of
war and insurgency. 

According to a new report
by the U.N. mission in
Afghanistan, or UNAMA, since
the takeover in mid-August
2021 and until the end of May,
there were 3,774 civilian casu-
alties, including 1,095 people
killed in violence in the coun-
try. 

That compares with 8,820
civilian casualties — including
3,035 killed — in just 2020,
according to an earlier UN
report. 

The Taliban seized the
country in August 2021 while
US and NATO troops were in
the final weeks of their with-
drawal from Afghanistan after

two decades of war.  According
to the UN report, three-quar-
ters of the attacks since the
Taliban seized power were with
improvised explosive devices in
“populated areas, including
places of worship, schools and
markets,” the report said.
Among those killed were 92
women and 287 children.  The
figures indicate a significant
increase in civilian harm result-
ing from IED attacks on places
of worship — mostly belonging
to the minority Shiite Muslims
— compared to the three-year
period prior to the Taliban

takeover, according to a press
statement that followed the
report.

The statement also said
that at least 95 people were
killed in attacks on schools,
educational facilities and other
places that targeted the pre-
dominantly Shiite Hazara com-
munity. The statement said
that the majority of the IED
attacks were carried out by the
region’s affiliate of the Islamic
State group — known as the
Islamic State in Khorasan
Province — a Sunni militant
group and a main Taliban rival.
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Berlin (AP): A German court
found ex-Audi boss Rupert
Stadler guilty of fraud in con-
nection with the automaker’s
diesel emissions scandal
Tuesday, making him the high-
est-ranking executive convict-
ed over cars that cheated on
emissions tests with the help of
illegal software.

The Munich regional court
handed Stadler a suspended
prison sentence of 21 months
and ordered him to pay a large
fine as part of an agreement
between his lawyers, the judge
and prosecutors after he plead-
ed guilty last month, German
news agency dpa reported.

The former head of
Volkswagen’s luxury division
admitted wrongdoing and
regret for his failure to keep
rigged cars off the market even

after the scandal had become
public knowledge.

Three lower-ranking man-
agers also took plea deals in the
2 1/2-year-long trial in Munich.

Stadler had been charged
with fraud and false certifica-
tion by prosecutors who said he
let cars with rigged software be
sold even after the scheme
was uncovered by the US
Environmental Protection
Agency in September 2015.

The scandal cost
Volkswagen more than USD 30
billion in fines and settlements
and saw two US executives sent
to prison. It pushed the entire
auto industry away from
reliance on diesel engines,
which had been almost half the
auto market in Europe, and
helped accelerate the shift to
electric vehicles. 
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UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has

appointed Indian-origin satel-
lite industry expert Aarti Holla-
Maini as Director of the United
Nations Office for Outer Space
Affairs (UNOOSA) in Vienna.
Holla-Maini of the United
Kingdom will succeed
Simonetta Di Pippo of Italy.
UNOOSA works to promote
international cooperation in
the peaceful use and explo-
ration of space and in the util-
isation of space science and
technology for sustainable eco-
nomic and social development.

Holla-Maini brings to this
position over 25 years of pro-
fessional experience in the
space sector including in man-
agerial and advocacy func-

tions. Most recently, she has
held the role of Executive Vice-
President Sustainability, Policy
& Impact at NorthStar Earth &
Space. Prior to that, she spent
over 18 years as the Secretary-
General of the Global Satellite
Operators Association, a state-
ment issued here said on
Monday.Holla-Maini’s experi-
ence includes service as a mem-

ber of the World Economic
Forum’s Global Future Council
on Space; member of the
Advisory Group of the Space
Sustainability Rating managed
by eSpace at the École
Polytechnique Federale de
Lausanne (EPFL) Space Center;
member of the Advisory Board
of the Satellite Industry
Association of India; Senior
Space Policy Advisor to Forum
Europe and as Expert Advisor
on Space Traffic Management
for European Union studies
2021-2023. 

She was also one of the
chief architects of the Crisis
Connectivity Charter estab-
lished in 2015 for emergency
telecommunications via satel-
lite with the UN World Food
Program’s Emergency
Telecommunications Cluster.
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The Justice Department’s
watchdog said on Tuesday

that a “combination of negli-
gence and misconduct” enabled
financier Jeffrey Epstein to
take his own life at a federal jail
in New York City while he was
awaiting trial on sex trafficking
charges.

Inspector General Michael
Horowitz cited the federal
Bureau of Prisons’ failure to
assign Epstein a cellmate after
his previous one left and prob-
lems with surveillance cameras
as factors in Epstein’s death.

Horowitz also said that
Epstein was left in his cell
with too many bed linens,
which are a security issue and
were used in his suicide.

The inspector general
issued a report detailing find-

ings of his investigation into
Epstein’s August 2019 death,
the last of several official
inquiries into the matter. He
reiterated the findings of other
investigations that there was no
indication of foul play, rebut-
ting conspiracy theories sur-
rounding the high-profile
death.Horowitz echoed previ-

ous findings that some mem-
bers of the jail staff involved in
guarding Epstein were over-
worked. He identified 13
employees with poor perfor-
mance and recommended
charges against six workers.
Only the two workers tasked
with guarding Epstein were
charged, avoiding jail time in a
plea deal after admitting to fal-
sifying logs. The report comes
more than four years after
Epstein took his own life at the
Metropolitan Correctional
Centre while awaiting trial on
sex trafficking and conspiracy
charges.

It also comes weeks after
The Associated Press obtained
thousands of pages of records
detailing Epstein’s detention
and death and its chaotic after-
math. 
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Russian authorities said
Tuesday they have closed a

criminal investigation into the
aborted armed rebellion led by
mercenary chief Yevgeny
Prigozhin and are pressing no
charges against him or his
troops. The Federal Security
Service, or FSB, said its inves-
tigation found that those
involved in the mutiny, which
lasted less than 24 hours after
Prigozhin declared it Friday,
“ceased activities directed at
committing the crime,” so the
case would not be pursued.

It was the latest twist in a
series of stunning events that
have brought the gravest threat
so far to President Vladimir
Putin’s grip on power amid the
16-month-old war in Ukraine.

Over the weekend, the
Kremlin pledged not to pros-
ecute Prigozhin and his fight-
ers after he stopped the revolt
on Saturday, even though Putin
had branded them as traitors
and authorities rushed to for-
tify Moscow’s defences as the
mutineers approached the cap-
ital. The charge of mounting an

armed mutiny is punishable by
up to 20 years in prison.

Prigozhin escaping pros-
ecution poses a stark contrast
to how the Kremlin has treat-
ed those staging anti-govern-
ment protests in Russia, where
many opposition figures have
gotten long sentences in noto-
riously harsh penal colonies.

The whereabouts of
Prigozhin remained a mystery
on Tuesday. The Kremlin has

said he would be exiled to
neighbouring Belarus, but nei-
ther he nor the Belarusian
authorities have confirmed
that.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said he had no
information on the the 62-year-
old head of the Wagner private
military contractor.

An independent
Belarusian military monitoring
project Belaruski Hajun said a

business jet that Prigozhin
reportedly uses landed near
Minsk on Tuesday morning.
The media team for Prigozhin
did not immediately respond to
a request for comment.

Belarus’ authoritarian
President Alexander
Lukashenko, a close Putin ally
who brokered a deal with
Prigozhin to stop the uprising,
didn’t immediately address
Prigozhin’s fate in a speech on

Tuesday. Lukashenko, who has
ruled Belarus with an iron
hand for 29 years, relentlessly
stifling dissent and relying on
Russian subsidies and political
support, portrayed the uprising
as the latest development in a
clash between Prigozhin and
Russian Defense Minister
Sergei Shoigu.

Their long-simmering per-
sonal feud has at times boiled
over, and Prigozhin has said the
revolt aimed to unseat Shoigu,
not Putin.

Lukashenko framed the
insurrection as a significant
threat, saying he put Belarus’
armed forces on a combat foot-
ing as the mutiny unfolded.

Like Putin, he couched the
Ukraine war in terms of an
existential threat to Russia,
saying: “If Russia collapses, we
all will perish under the debris.”

Peskov refused to disclose
any details about the Kremlin’s
deal with the Wagner chief. He
said only that Putin had provid-
ed Prigozhin with “certain
promises … certain guaran-
tees,” with the aim of avoiding
a “worst-case scenario.”  The
mercenaries shot down at least

six Russian helicopters and a
military communications plane
as they advanced on Moscow,
according to Russian news
reports.

The Defence Ministry did-
n’t release any information
about casualties, but media
reports said at least a dozen air-
men were killed.

Asked why the rebels were
allowed to get as close as about
200 kilometers (about 125
miles) from Moscow without
facing any serious resistance,
National Guard chief Viktor
Zolotov said authorities tried to
assemble a strong force capable
of stopping the onslaught.

“We concentrated our
forces in one fist closer to
Moscow,” he told reporters. “If
we spread them thin, they
would have come like a knife
through butter.” Zolotov also
said the National Guard lacks
battle tanks and other heavy
weapons and now would get
them. In a nationally televised
address Monday night, Putin
again blasted organisers of the
rebellion as traitors who played
into the hands of Ukraine’s gov-
ernment and its allies.
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Yevgeny Prigozhin, owner of
the private army of inmate

recruits and other mercenaries
that has fought some of the
deadliest battles in Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, is in
Belarus after his abortive armed
rebellion against the Kremlin,
Belarus’s president said on
Tuesday. The exile to Belarus of
the 62-year-old owner of the
Wagner Group was part of the
deal that ended the short-lived
mutiny in Russia. He and some
of his troops would be welcome
to stay “for some time” at their
own expense, President
Alexander Lukashenko said.

The Russian Defence
Ministry said preparations are
under way for Wagner to hand
over its heavy weapons to the
Russian military. Prigozhin had
said his troops were preparing
to turn over their weapons
ahead of a July 1 deadline for
them to sign contracts to serve
under the Russian military’s
command.

Russian authorities also
said on Tuesday that they have
closed a criminal investigation
into the uprising and are press-
ing no charges against
Prigozhin or his troops after the
negotiated deal. The Federal
Security Service, or FSB, said its
investigation found that those
involved in the mutiny, which
lasted less than 24 hours,
“ceased activities directed at
committing the crime”.

Still, Russian President
Vladimir Putin appeared to
set the stage for charges of
financial wrongdoing against an
affiliated organisation owned by
Prigozhin. He told a military
gathering that Prigozhin’s
Concord Group earned 80 bil-
lion rubles (USD 941 million)
from a contract to provide the
military with food, and that
Wagner had received over 86
billion rubles (over USD 1 bil-
lion) in the past year for wages
and additional items.

“I hope that while doing so
they didn’t steal anything or
stole not so much,” Putin said,
adding that authorities would
look closely at Concord’s con-
tract. For years, Prigozhin has
had lucrative catering contracts
with the Russian government.
Police who searched his St.

Petersburg office over the week-
end said they found 4 billion
rubles (USD 48 million) in
trucks outside, according to
media reports confirmed by the
Wagner boss. He said the
money was intended to pay sol-
diers’ families.

Over the weekend, the
Kremlin had pledged not to
prosecute Prigozhin and his
fighters after he stopped the
revolt on Saturday, even though
Putin had branded them as trai-
tors and authorities rushed to
fortify Moscow’s defences as the
mutineers approached the cap-
ital.

The charge of mounting an
armed mutiny is punishable by
up to 20 years in prison.
Prigozhin escaping prosecu-
tion poses a stark contrast to
how the Kremlin has treated
those staging anti-government
protests in Russia, where many
opposition figures have gotten
long sentences in notoriously
harsh penal colonies.

Prigozhin’s specific where-
abouts were not known on
Tuesday.

The series of stunning
events in recent days constitutes
the gravest threat so far to
Putin’s grip on power amid the
16-month-old war in Ukraine.
In addresses Monday and
Tuesday, Putin has sought to
project stability. Lukashenko,
who has ruled Belarus with an
iron hand for 29 years while
relying on Russian subsidies
and support, portrayed the
uprising as the latest develop-
ment in a clash between
Prigozhin and Russian Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu. 
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China’s muted reaction to the
Wagner mercenary group

uprising against Russia’s military
belies Beijing’s growing anxieties
over the war in Ukraine and how
this affects the global balance of
power. China’s ruling
Communist Party called the
swift end of the 22-hour revolt
Moscow’s “internal affair,” with
state media affirming China’s
support for Russia. 

Chinese observers said the
incident showed how overblown
Western rhetoric was regarding
the “Russian internal conflict”
and that President Vladimir
Putin’s hold on power remains
secure. 

But the uprising also threat-
ens to deepen growing anxieties
in Beijing over Russia’s war in
Ukraine. 

China claims to be neutral
over the war but has backed
Russia in practice, blaming the
US and NATO for provoking
Russia’s full-on and thus-forth
thwarted invasion of the eastern
European country while contin-
uing with frequent state visits,

economic exchanges and joint
military drills with Russia.

“Of course, this incident
also shows the complexity, del-
icacy, and uncertainty of Russia’s
internal situation,” Shen Yi, a pro-
fessor of international relations
at Fudan University in Shanghai,
wrote on his blog. 

The Wagner rebel-
lion has “likely raised doubts
about whether Beijing made the
right bet in designating the
Kremlin, and Putin specifically,
as a close ally and partner,” said
Patricia M. Kim, an expert on
Chinese politics and foreign
policy at the Brookings
Institution think tank in
Washington, DC.  “Chinese
leaders must be concerned that
China’s strategic alignment with
a weakened Russia may turn out
to be a net burden rather than a
plus to China’s strategic interests,”
Kim said.  It remains unclear
whether China will nudge Putin
to “cut his losses and scale back
his ambitions in Ukraine,” and
whether the Russian leader
would be receptive to any such
suggestions, she said. China is
seen as closely watching the

conflict in Ukraine for indica-
tions of possible ramifications to
its threat to enforce a blockade,
invade or coerce the self-govern-
ing island democracy of Taiwan,
a close US ally, into accepting the
Communist Party’s control. 

Economic competition with
the US is also a key issue, accen-
tuated by the prospect of eco-
nomic sanctions targeting
wealthy Russians, Kim said. 

“Watching Russia’s isolation
has also increased urgency in
Beijing to become more self-
reliant, to reduce its overall vul-
nerability,” she said.

Chinese state military acad-
emics worry about Russia’s
underwhelming performance in
the war, and that China has not
sufficiently adapted its defense
structure away from the former-
Soviet Union model on which it
was based.  As to the recent
developments in Russia, “China
realises that the system is more
brittle than they thought, that
Putin is more incompetent than
they would love to see,” said
Alexander Gabuev, director of
the Carnegie Russia Eurasia
Center
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Joe Biden declared Monday
that the United States and
NATO played no part in the
Wagner mercenary group’s
short-lived insurrection in
Russia, calling the uprising
and the longer-term challenges
it poses for President Vladimir
Putin’s power “a struggle with-
in the Russian system.”

Biden and US allies sup-
porting Ukraine in its fight
against Russia’s invasion
emphasized their intent to be
seen as staying out of the mer-
cenaries’ stunning insurgency,
the biggest threat to Putin in his
two decades leading Russia.
They are concerned that Putin
could use accusations of
Western involvement to rally
Russians to his defense.

Biden and administration
officials declined an immediate
assessment of what the 22-hour
uprising by the Wagner Group
might mean for Russia’s war in
Ukraine, for mercenary chief
Yevgeny Prigozhin or for Russia
itself. “We’re going to keep
assessing the fallout of this
weekend’s events and the impli-
cations from Russia and

Ukraine,” Biden said. “But it’s
still too early to reach a defin-
itive conclusion about where
this is going.”

Putin, in his first public
comments since the rebellion,
blamed “Russia’s enemies” and
said they “miscalculated.” He
did not specify whom he
meant.

Over the course of a tumul-
tuous weekend in Russia, US
diplomats were in contact with
their counterparts in Moscow
to underscore that the
American government regard-
ed the matter as a domestic
affair for Russia, with the U.S.
only a bystander, State
Department spokesman
Matthew Miller said.

Idlib (Syria): A Russian
airstrike on Tuesday targeted a
military post of a group linked
to al-Qaeda in northwest Syria
killing at least six militants,
medical officials and a war
monitor said. The airstrike on
the Jabal al-Zawiya area in the
northwestern province of Idlib
came two days after another
airstrike on a busy vegetable
market in the same province
killed at least nine people.

The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights, an opposition war
monitor, said the Tuesday
morning airstrike killed eight
militants and wounded other
members of the al-Qaida-
linked Hayat Tahrir al-Sham,
or HTS.

Medical officials in the
area said the strike killed six
militants and wounded others.

It is not uncommon to
have conflicting figures of
casualties in the aftermath of
airstrikes on Idlib province, the
last remaining rebel stronghold
in war-torn Syria. AP

 �����������
����'���
����
%�����,
�����������)�

8��!� �!$�,#�.'��(''#)�$�!$(!�.�
�<��($�.��#*#�#)�'�#��83!)#��
�	�� 5�4���

Russian forces carried out
widespread and systematic

torture of civilians who were
detained in connection with its
attack on Ukraine, summarily
executing dozens of them, the
United Nations human rights
office said Tuesday. The glob-
al body interviewed hundreds
of victims and witnesses for a
report detailing more than 900
cases of civilians, including
children and elderly people,
being arbitrarily detained in the
conflict, most of them by
Russia.

The vast majority of those
interviewed said they were tor-
tured and in some cases sub-
jected to sexual violence dur-
ing detention by Russian forces,
the head of the UN human
rights office in Ukraine said.

“Torture was used to force
victims to confess to helping

Ukrainian armed forces, com-
pel them to cooperate with the
occupying authorities or intim-
idate those with pro-Ukrainian
views,” said Matilda Bogner.

The report, which covers a
15-month period from the
start of the Russian invasion to
May 2023, also documented 75
cases of arbitrary detention by
Ukrainian security forces, say-
ing a significant proportion of
these also amounted to

enforced disappearances.
More than half of those

detained by Ukrainian forces
also reported being tortured or
mistreated, usually while they
were being interrogated or
immediately after arrest, said
Bogner.

Ukraine gave UN investi-
gators “unimpeded confidential
access” to detainees at official
detention centres, with the
exception of a group of 87
Russian sailors, she said. “The
Russian Federation did not
grant us such access, despite
our requests,” Bogner said.The
UN rights office has previous-
ly documented the detention
and summary execution of
Ukrainian prisoners of war by
Russia. 

The latest report found
that Russian forces also carried
out at least 77 summary execu-
tions of civilians.
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Washington (AP): The
Pentagon will announce it is
sending up to USD 500 million
in military aid to Ukraine,
including more than 50 heavi-
ly armored vehicles and an
infusion of missiles for air
defense systems, U.S. officials
said Monday, as Ukrainian and
Western leaders try to sort out
the impact of the brief weekend
insurrection in Russia.

The aid is aimed at bolster-
ing Ukraine’s counteroffensive,
which has been moving slowly
in its early stages. It wasn’t clear
Monday if Ukrainian forces
will be able to take advantage of
the disarray in the Russian
ranks, in the aftermath of the
short-lived rebellion by Yevgeny
Prigozhin and the Wagner mer-
cenary group that he has con-
trolled. An announcement on
the aid package is expected
Tuesday. This would be the 41st

time since the Russian invasion
into Ukraine in February 2022
that the U.S. has provided mil-
itary weapons and equipment
through presidential drawdown
authority. The program allows
the Pentagon to quickly take
items from its own stocks and
deliver them to Ukraine.

Because the aid packages
are generally planned in
advance and recently included
many of the same critical
weapons for the battlefront,
the contents weren’t likely cho-
sen based on the weekend
rebellion.

But, the missiles and heavy
vehicles can be used as Ukraine
tries to capitalize on what has
been a growing feud between
the Wagner Group leader and
Russia’s military brass, with
simmering questions about
how many of Prigozhin’s forces
may leave the fight.
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Milan (AP): Italians can cele-
brate lower pasta prices but
must face higher prices across the
board for fruit and vegetables.

Italy’s industry ministry
reported last week that prices of
pasta had fallen by an average of
0.3 per cent in May compared
with a month earlier, saying
that a monitoring system it set up
had the intended effect of reduc-
ing prices. As a result, the
Assoutenti consumer group
called off a pasta strike planned
for this week, intended to force
down prices by reducing
demand. President Furio Truzzi
told The AP, however, that
despite the overall decreases,
pasta prices are obstinately high
in some cities and that the group
was still considering targeted
strikes later this summer. The
price of a kilogram (2.2 pounds)

of pasta had dropped to 2.12
euros (USD 2.32) in the Adriatic
port city of Ancona from a high
of 2.44 euros in March, and to
2.02 euros in Genova from a
peak of 2.38 euros. The price
dipped below 2 euros in many
cities. But inflation is still an issue
for Italian kitchens. Vegetable
prices in May rose an average of
nearly 15 per cent over the pre-
vious year, accelerating from an
11 per cent increase in April,
while potato prices went up 22
per cent, compared with the 9
per cent increase registered a
month earlier, according to the
Italian statistics agency, ISTAT.
Assoutenti is pushing for a sim-
ilar monitoring board for fruit
and vegetable prices, which it
said could be the result of spec-
ulation tied to recent storms that
damaged some crops. 
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Sri Lanka’s Parliament has
been convened for a special

session on July 1 to discuss the
government’s plan for domes-
tic debt restructuring (DDR),
a special gazette notification
issued here said on
Tuesday.The move follows the
cash-strapped government’s
action to declare a special
bank holiday on June 30, leav-
ing the banks to remain shut
for an unprecedented five days
in a row. The central bank gov-
ernor Nandalal Weerasinghe
announced on Monday that a
five-day cooling-off period
for the banks was required in
view of the DDR programme.

Signed by Speaker
Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena,
the gazette notification said

the urgent parliament session
would be convened at 9:30 am
on July 1.

President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who is also
the minister of f inance,
explaining the DDR pro-
gramme on Tuesday said the
government aims to restruc-
ture USD 17 billion out of the
total USD 41.5 billion external
debt over a five-year period.

Allaying public fears over
the instability of the bank sys-
tem with DDR,
Wickremesinghe said:
“Restructuring local debt will
have no effect on the banks’
deposits and the interest rate
won’t be affected”.

Wickremesinghe said that
Sri Lanka’s total debt by 2022
stood at USD 83,000 million
— 128 per cent of the island

nation’s GDP.
“At USD 42,000 million,

our local debt was more than
our foreign debt,” he said.

Wickremesinghe said: “We
want to reduce the amounts or
get time extensions for repay-
ment.”

After the DDR is approved
by the cabinet, which will also
meet on Wednesday in a spe-
cial session, it will be referred
to the public finance commit-
tee in parliament ahead of
Saturday’s parliamentary ses-
sion, Wickremesinghe
stressed.

Sri Lanka, which
announced its first-ever sover-
eign default in April 2022,
negotiated with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) bailout of USD 2.9 bil-
lion.
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India’s current account
deficit narrowed to $1.3

billion or 0.2 per cent of the
GDP in the January-March
quarter of FY23, mainly due
to moderation in the trade
deficit and a robust increase
in services exports, RBI data
showed on Tuesday.

However, for the 2022-23
fiscal, the current account
balance recorded a deficit of
2 per cent of GDP compared
to 1.2 per cent in 2021-22.

“India’s current account
deficit (CAD) decreased to
USD 1.3 billion (0.2 per cent
of GDP) in Q4:2022-23 from
USD 16.8 billion (2.0 per
cent of GDP) in Q3:2022-231,
and USD 13.4 billion (1.6 per
cent of GDP) a year ago
[Q4:2021-22],” as per the
RBI’s ‘Developments in India’s
Balance of Payments during
the Fourth Quarter (January-
March) of 2022-23’.

The sequential decline in
CAD in the fourth quarter of
2022-23 was mainly on
account of a moderation in
the trade deficit to USD 52.6

billion from USD 71.3 billion
in the preceding quarter, cou-
pled with robust services
exports, it said.

Net ser vices receipts
increased, on a sequentially
and year-on-year (y-o-y)
basis, on the back of a rise in
net earnings from computer
services.

The central bank had
been maintaining that the
CAD, a key indicator of the
country’s balance of pay-
ments, would remain man-

ageable.
Private transfer receipts in

the January-March period,
mainly representing remit-
tances by Indians employed
overseas, increased to USD
28.6 billion, up by 20.8 per
cent year-on-year.

In the financial account,
the RBI said net foreign direct
investment (FDI) at USD 6.4
billion was higher than USD
2.0 billion in Q3 2022-23,
although lower than a year
ago (USD 13.8 billion).

Net foreign portfolio
investment (FPI) recorded an
outflow of USD 1.7 billion -
driven by the equity segment
compared to an outflow of
USD 15.2 billion during the
corresponding period a year
ago.

Net external commercial
borrowings (ECBs) to India
recorded an inflow of USD
1.7 billion against an outflow
of USD 2.5 billion during
the third quarter of 2022-23
and an inflow of USD 3.3 bil-

lion in the final quarter of
2021-22.

“There was an accretion
to the foreign exchange
reserves (on a BoP basis) to
the tune of USD 5.6 billion as
against a depletion of USD 16
billion in Q4:2021-22,” the
RBI said.

Regarding BoP during
2022-23, the RBI said the
current account balance
recorded a deficit of 2.0 per
cent of GDP in 2022-23 com-
pared to a deficit of 1.2 per
cent in 2021-22 as the trade
deficit widened to USD 265.3
billion from USD 189.5 bil-
lion a year ago.

Net invisible receipts were
higher in 2022-23 due to an
increase in net exports of
services and net private trans-
fer receipts, even though net
income outgo was higher
year-on-year.

Net FDI inflows at USD
28 billion in 2022-23 were
lower than USD 38.6 billion
in 2021-22.

The fiscal year also wit-
nessed a depletion of USD 9.1
billion of the foreign exchange
reserves (on a BoP basis).
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New additions in the covet-
ed unicorn list declined

sharply in 2023, indicating a
slowdown in the Indian start-
up ecosystem, a report said on
Tuesday.

India added only three
unicorns — startups having a
valuation of over $1 billion —
in 2023 against 24 in the year-
ago period, as per the ASK
Private Wealth Hurun Indian
Future Unicorn Index 2023.

The slowdown in unicorn
additions is indicative of a
“slowdown in India’s startup
ecosystem”, the report -- which
comes amid a slowdown in
investor interest in what is
being termed as “funding win-
ter” -- said. The overall num-
ber of unicorns also declined to
83 from 84 in the year-ago peri-
od.

ASK Private Wealth’s chief
executive and managing direc-
tor Rajesh Saluja said unsus-
tainable business models
adopted by startups have led to
a dip in valuations but stressed

that funding to the right com-
panies continues.

Hurun India’s chief
researcher Anas Rahman
Junaid, however, said that the
Indian startup story has high
potential and he sees the over-
all number of unicorns in India
touching 200 in the next five
years.

He said China has over
1,000 unicorns and if India
were to grow economically,
startups will be very important.

Junaid said the overall
number of startups in the list,
which has startups valued at
over USD 250 million, stands
at 147 in 2023 compared to 122
in the year-ago period.

A total of 18 companies got

dropped off the list last year,
but there were over 40 new
additions as well, as per the
report. Saluja said the overall
funding to the startups on the
list grew by 6 per cent to USD
18.8 billion.

Junaid explained that
Hurun used regulatory filings
and interviews with startup
investors to arrive at the val-
uations and then subse-
quently make the index of
unicorns (valued at over USD
1 billion), gazelles (valued at
over USD 500 million which
are likely to turn unicorns in
three years) and cheetahs
(valued at USD 250 million
likely to turn unicorn in five
years).
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With an aim to boost trans-
parency, capital markets

regulator Sebi on Monday
asked credit rating agencies to
disclose lists of issuers who are
non-cooperative with them.

This comes after Sebi
observed over the time the
number of issuers that are
non-cooperative with CRAs
(Credit Rating Agencies) have
increased, with a vast majori-
ty of INC issuers being unlist-
ed and small entities.

In this regard, to provide
enhanced transparency and
information regarding non-
cooperative issuers to various

stakeholders, market partici-
pants and investors, Sebi said,
“CRA shall disclose two lists of
issuers who are non-coopera-
tive with the CRA, separately
for securities that are listed, or
proposed to be listed, on a
recognised stock exchange, and
other ratings.”

The list would be disclosed

in a prescribed format and the
disclosure would be updated on
a daily basis, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
said in a circular.

The new circular will be
applicable with effect from July
15, 2023, it added.

Under the rules, every
CRA has to carry out period-
ic reviews of all published rat-
ings during the lifetime of the
securities, unless the rating is
withdrawn. However, in case a
client does not cooperate with
the CRA, the CRA is required
to carry out the review on the
basis of best available infor-
mation or in the manner spec-
ified by Sebi.
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The government on Tuesday
asserted that there is no

shortage of milk and other
dairy products in the country,
although milk prices have risen
in recent months.

Animal Husbandry,
Fishery and Dairying Minister
Parshottam Rupala, while brief-
ing media on the Modi gov-
ernment’s achievements in the
last nine years, said the sector
is likely to grow at 7 per cent in
2023-23 fiscal against over 6
per cent in 2022-23.

“I will definitely admit that
there has been an increase in
milk prices...Government is
trying its best to address the
problem by increasing milk

production and availability,”
he said.

Leading milk suppliers like
Amul and Mother Dairy have
hiked prices of milk multiple
times in the last one year, cit-
ing increasing procurement

costs of milk from farmers. For
instance, Mother Dairy has
increased milk prices by Rs 10
per litre between March and
December 2022.

Stressing that there is no
shortage of milk and milk

products in the country, Rupala
said that recently, there were
reports of shortage, but that
issue was “created”, and the
ground reality is different.

“Our total milk collection
is not more than 35 per cent.
This means, there are still a lot
of supplies in our own country,
which we have not tapped. We
are making efforts to tap it. We
will tap this and boost the sup-
ply,” he added. Asked if imports
are required in the coming
months, Rupala said, “For con-
sumers, there is no need to
worry about the shortage of
milk and milk products”.

There is no possibility of
facing any shortage in the sup-
ply and stock of milk. The
country has enough quantity of

skimmed milk powder and
the milk chain is functioning
smoothly, he added.

The minister, however, did
not give a timeline for any
reduction in milk prices.

When asked about fodder
shortage leading to a rise in
prices, the minister shared that
the government is providing
subsidies under a new scheme
to improve the availability of
fodder. It is a major input cost
for farmers.

Milk production in India,
the world’s largest producer,
rose by 83 million tonnes to
(221 million tonnes) in the last
nine years. Per capita con-
sumption has also increased to
449 grams in 2022 from 303
grams in 2014, he added.
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Equity benchmark index
Sensex ended a three-ses-

sion losing streak to close near-
ly 450 points higher on
Tuesday, helped by intense
buying in index majors HDFC
twins, ICICI Bank and Axis
Bank amid a mixed trend in the
global markets.

Besides, a firm trend in
financial, realty, teck and IT
counters also supported the
domestic equities, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 446.03 points or 0.71
per cent to settle at 63,416.03
points. During the day, it
advanced 497.54 points or 0.79
per cent to 63,467.54 points.

NSE Nifty climbed 126.20
points or 0.68 per cent to end
at 18,817.40 points.

“Short covering ahead of
Wednesday’s F&O expiry may
have triggered a sharp rebound

in key benchmark indices
despite a lacklustre trend in
Asian and European indices.

“Investors have once again
bet big on India’s sound eco-
nomic fundamentals by latch-
ing to banking and realty shares
and shrugged off negative cat-
alysts like hawkish Fed, mount-
ing Chinese growth concerns,
Russian crisis and erratic mon-
soon so far,” said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Research

(Retail), Kotak Securities Ltd.
State Bank of India was the

best performer in the Sensex
chart, rising 1.59 per cent, fol-
lowed by HDFC, Axis Bank,
HDFC Bank, Bharti Airtel,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, ICICI
Bank, Tata Motors, NTPC and
Bajaj Finserv.

The merger of housing
finance major HDFC with the
country’s largest private lender
HDFC Bank will be effective

from July 1, HDFC Chairman
Deepak Parekh said on
Tuesday.

The stock of HDFC
climbed 1.59 per cent to settle
at Rs 2,762.50 apiece on the
BSE. During the day, it jumped
2.26 per cent to Rs 2,781.

Shares of HDFC Bank
advanced 1.38 per cent to end
at Rs 1,658 per piece after
gaining 2.23 per cent to Rs
1,672 during the day.

Maruti, ITC and
Hindustan Unilever were the
laggards.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.61 per cent, and the midcap
index advanced 0.38 per cent.

Among the indices, finan-
cial services jumped 1.35 per
cent, realty climbed 1.27 per
cent, bankex (1.20 per cent),
metal (0.97 per cent), teck
(0.66 per cent), IT (0.61 per
cent) and healthcare (0.55 per

cent).
FMCG and oil & gas were

the laggards.
In Asian markets, Shanghai

and Hong Kong settled in the
green, while Seoul and Tokyo
ended lower.

Equity markets in Europe
were trading on a mixed note.
The US markets ended in the
negative terrain on Monday.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude declined 1.12 per
cent to USD 73.35 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded equi-
ties worth Rs 409.43 crore on
Monday, according to exchange
data.

In a lacklustre trading on
Monday, the BSE benchmark
dipped 9.37 points or 0.01 per
cent to settle at 62,970 points,
logging its third straight session
of decline. The Nifty had edged
up 25.70 points or 0.14 per cent
to settle at 18,691.20 points.
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Agroup of researchers from
US universities visited sev-

eral jute mills in and around
Kolkata as part of an interna-
tional collaborative project that
seeks to find out causes affect-
ing their productivity and other
issues, an official said on
Tuesday.

The team comprises
researchers from the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and Morgan
State University of the USA,
besides those from the Indian
Institute of Engineering Science
& Technology (IIEST) of
Shibpur near here.

“The project, supported
by MIT, will study the trans-
formation of the production
process and modernisation in

the mills, their productivity and
labour engagement, infra-
structure condition, environ-
ment, heritage buildings, and
land utilisation,” IIEST Prof
Souvanic Roy said.

The research group will
also identify the issues of the
mills affecting their produc-
tivity, their role in the future of
cities, deficiencies and correc-
tive measures to be taken for

their proper functioning, he
said.

The project will continue
for a year and discussions will
be held with various stake-
holders such as mill owners,
workers and the Indian Jute
Mills Association (IJMA).

The recommendations will
be submitted to the central and
state governments, the IJMA,
and other authorities.
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The World Bank on
Tuesday said the board of

executive directors has
approved a USD 300 million
loan to help expand and
improve the quality of educa-
tion in government-run
schools in Chhattisgarh.

The project aims to ben-
efit about 4 million students,
mostly from poor and vul-
nerable communities in the
state.

Almost 86 per cent of
schools in the state are run by
the government.

While enrolment at the
elementary school level is 95
per cent, it is only 57.6 per
cent at the senior secondary
level and the enrolment for
boys is 10.8 per cent lower
than that for girls, it said.

This is due to the non-
availability of science and
commerce education across
many senior secondar y
schools, a shortage of trained
science and mathematics
teachers, and the lack of nec-
essary infrastructure like lab-
oratories and facilities, it said.

The Chhattisgarh
Accelerated Learning for a
Knowledge Economy
Operation (CHALK) aims to
improve access to education

across all grades, and also
address the growing demand
for science and commerce
studies at the senior secondary
level, it said.

For schools in remote
locations, it will also provide
access to residential facilities
for male students and teach-
ers, it added.

The project will help
develop and operate around
600 model composite schools
-- from Grades 1 to 12 -- and
offer science and commerce at
the senior secondary level, it
said, adding, these schools
will provide a quality educa-
tion through trained teachers,
strong school leadership and
management, and adequate
infrastructure facilities for
learning.

The support will also
include climate-proofing
school infrastructure using
environmentally sound con-
struction practices, it said.
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The reverse merger of the
housing finance major

HDFC with its banking sub-
sidiary HDFC Bank will be
effective July 1, Corporation
chairman Deepak Parekh said
on Tuesday.

“Almost all the approvals
are in place, and we hope to
complete the merger process
effective July 1. The boards of
HDFC and the bank are meet-
ing separately on June 30
after office hours to clear and
approve the merger, which
will be effective July 1,”
Parekh, flanked by his deputy
Keki Mistry, told reporters.

Parekh was talking to
reporters after dedicating the
HT Parekh Legacy Centre
(Deepak Parekh’s uncle who
founded the country’s first
home finance company in
1978 after he retired from
ICICI Ltd in 1977) at the
Ramon House, the head-
quarters of the housing
finance major, which han-
dles over Rs 6 lakh crore of
home loans in its book.

HDFC vice-chairman and
chief executive Keki Mistry
said after the all-stock merg-
er, the shares of HDFC will
cease to be traded from July
13 or 14.

“Effective July 13 or 14 or
latest by July 17 for sure,

HDFC shares will be trading
as HDFC Bank shares.
Frankly speaking, I can’t tell
you an exact date for this as
this process is up to the
exchanges to decide and exe-
cute,” Mistry explained.

Termed as the biggest
transaction in the history of
India Inc, HDFC Bank on
April 4, 2022, agreed to take
over its parent, which is the
largest pure-play mortgage
lender, in a USD 40-billion
all-stock deal, creating a
financial services titan with a
combined asset of over Rs 18
lakh crore.

The combined shares of
the HDFC twins will have the
highest weighting on the
indices at close to 14 per
cent, much higher than the
present index heavyweight
Reliance Industries with a
10.4 per cent weightage.

Once the deal
is effective, HDFC Bank will
be 100 per cent owned by
public shareholders, and
existing shareholders of
HDFC will own 41 per cent of
the bank. Every HDFC share-
holder will get 42 shares of
HDFC Bank for every 25
shares they hold.

�57"��57"����3�������
���4���!!���*�������=;� ���3	

	���� ��,���5��

The third edition of the
iCreate’s electric vehicle

innovation challenge --
EVangelise 23 -- was launched
here on Tuesday to identify and
nurture startups, which can
help solve real-life challenges of
the EV ecosystem by providing
indigenous solutions.

This time, the focus is to
identify startups which can
develop EV components for
four-wheelers, heavy-duty min-
ing and construction vehicles
like mining trucks, earth-
movers and crawler drill
machines, said iCreate CEO
Avinash Punekar.

ICreate, or International

Centre for Entrepreneurship
and Technology, is a state-
government-supported inno-
vation-based startup incubator
having its campus near the city.

“The aim of EVangelise 23
is to identify and nurture game-
changing innovations, which
can help solve real-life chal-
lenges in our EV eco-system.
One of the main challenges is
our dependence on foreign
technology and components
for all classes of electric vehi-
cles,” Punekar told PTI ahead
of the launch event here on
Tuesday. Thanks to the startups
working in the EV sector, the
dependence on foreign parts
and technology has been
reduced because these entities

have indigenised 85 per cent of
components, which are cur-
rently used in electric vehicles,
mostly two-wheelers and three-
wheelers, he said.

“This year, our focus is on
developing components for
four-wheelers as well as heavy
vehicles, such as earthmovers
and mining trucks,” said
Punekar.

To nurture startups work-
ing in that area, iCreate has
already inked an MoU with
Technology Innovation in
Exploration & Mining
Foundation (TEXMiN), a min-
ing technology innovation hub
of the Indian Institute of
Technology (Indian School of
Mines), Dhanbad.
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Sunil Chhetri worked his magic
but India had to split points with
Kuwait after an acrimonious 1-1

draw in their last group match in the
SAFF Championship here on Tuesday.

Chhetri had put India on the road
to victory with an injury-time strike
in the first half but an own goal by
Anwar Ali in the added time of the
second half spoiled the home side's
march. This was also the first goal
India conceded in nine matches.

The result meant that India and
Kuwait ended up on seven points but
the latter topped Group A on better
goal average.

India will play Lebanon in the
semifinal while Kuwait will take on
either Bangladesh or Maldives.

Already qualified for the semifi-
nal, both India and Kuwait pressed
forward from the whistle, giving some
entertaining moments.

India organised their attacks
through both the wings while Kuwait
mainly relied on sorties through the
left flank during that passage.

The Blue Tigers nearly went ahead
in the sixth minute but Chhetri failed
to connect with a cross from Akash
Mishra by a whisker. Kuwait too had
their own chance when Shadab Al
Khaldi's ripper of a shot from just out-
side the box went inches over the bar
in the 20th minute.

But, slowly but surely, India
snatched the control of the match and
they could have netted the first goal
in the 35th minute but Anwar Ali's
header off an Anirudh Thapa corner
lacked the desired direction.

India's persistent tries bore fruit in
the injury time. Thapa took a rather
low flag kick from the right side and

Chhetri effected a classy, tumbling vol-
ley to beat Kuwait goalkeeper Abdul
Rahman, whose desperate dive went
in vain.

It was Chhetri's fifth goal of this
tournament from three matches and
overall 24th goal in 26 SAFF champi-
onship matches.

Armed with a 1-0 lead, India

went ahead in full steam in
the second half but saw
their head coach Igor Stimac
being sent off with a red
card, second time in this
tournament.

Stimac engaged in an
animated argument with
match officials and was even-
tually flashed a red card in the
81st minute. The Croatian was
earlier given marching orders
in the match against Pakistan
for interrupting their play-
er from taking a throw-
in.

But the harsh
moments did not
end there as India's
Rahim Ali  and
Kuwait's Al Qallaf
were sent off.

The melee
ensued after
Qallaf  pushed
down India's
Sahal  Abdul
Samad in the
84th minute
and Rahim, in
turn, pushed
the Kuwait play-
er to the ground.
After that there
was not enough
time for either side
to force a result.
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Manchester United on Tuesday
projected record annual revenue

of up to £640 million ($815 million)
in its financial year to the end of June
even as a distracting takeover saga
rumbles on.

United's owners, the Glazer fam-
ily, are weighing up offers for the club
from Qatari banker Sheikh Jassim Bin
Hamad Al Thani and British billion-
aire Jim Ratcliffe, the founder of
chemicals firm Ineos.

The Glazers first indicated they
could sell by initiating a strategic
review in November but the bidding
process has dragged on.

Reports have suggested Sheikh
Jassim's bid, which is for 100 per-
cent of the club, is now the most
likely to be accepted. Sources close
to the Qatari bid have indicated
their eagerness to close the deal,
with the summer transfer window
now open.

Supporters staged fresh protests
against the Glazers at Old Trafford on

Tuesday as the club launched its kit for
next season.

Revenue guidance for the current
financial year was raised to a figure of
between £630 million and £640 mil-
lion in the third-quarter financial
results for the period ending March
31, 2023, which were released on
Tuesday.

The club posted record revenues
of £627 million in 2018/19.

The current figures are driven by
record match attendance and match-
day revenues. Ticket sales for the
2022/23 season surpassed the previ-
ous record set in 2016/17, with 2.4 mil-
lion sold.

Global memberships also hit
360,000, which United said was the
largest paid membership programme
in world sport.
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Wimbledon champion
Elena Rybakina pulled

out of the Eastbourne
International on Monday due to
a viral illness, raising doubts
over her defence of the title at
the All England Club next week.

The world number three
had been scheduled to play
Wang Xiyu on the first day of
main draw action at Eastbourne
on Monday.

Rybakina also withdrew
ahead of her third round match
at the French Open citing illness
earlier this month and fell to a
shock defeat to Donna Vekic in
the second round of the
German Open last week.

The Kazak's absence meant
that Russian Daria Kasatkina
was the highest ranked player in
action on Monday as she beat
Ukrainian Anhelina Kalinina 6-
3, 6-1 in a politically-charged
match.

Kasatkina will face Karolina
Pliskova in round two after the
Czech advanced when Elise
Mertens retired in the deciding
set of their clash.

Dubai-based world number
11 Kasatkina, who was banned
from competing in Britain last

year due to the ongoing conflict
in Ukraine, acknowledged that
Ukrainians are in a "way worse
situation" and conceded she
cannot see an imminent end to
the fighting.

"My family, my parents are
still in Russia," she said. "As you
can see, the last few days it's been
a big mess also there.

"It's been a tough year, and
we don't know how long it's
going to be. Honestly, so far I
don't see the end.

"(It) feels shit, honestly. I'm
not going to hide it. It's tough to
face the circumstances for such
a long time already," said
Kasatkina, who was booed off
court earlier this month follow-
ing her defeat by Ukraine's Elina
Svitolina at the French Open.

"I'm just trying to be a
good human in this scenario.
That's all I can do."

There was some joy for the
home fans as Brits Harriet Dart
and Jodie Burrage came through
tough three-set encounters
against China's Zhang Shuai and
American Lauren Davis respec-
tively.

Jessica Pegula, Ons Jabeur,
Coco Gauff and Petra Kvitova
are among the big names in
action on Tuesday.
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With one eye on Wimbledon next
month, world number one Iga

Swiatek came from behind to win her
first grass court match of the season
at Bad Homburg on Monday.

Playing at the traditional SW19
warm-up tournament for the first
time, the Pole defeated German world
number 58 Tatjana Maria in three sets
5-7, 6-2, 6-0.

Maria broke Swiatek twice in the
first set, taking advantage of a num-
ber of unforced errors from Swiatek.

The four-time Grand Slam win-
ner however gained her composure
ahead of the second, winning the next
two sets while dropping just two
games.

Swiatek was clearly looking forward
to next week's All England Club Grand
Slam, which starts on July 3.

"She has a different game style,"
Swiatek said of her "tricky" opponent.

"But I'm pretty glad that I figured
it out, because I guess problem solving
on grass is the most important thing.

"I really just wanted to look for-
ward and think about what I could
change.

"I know I have the game for that.
I just had to find it a little bit."

Swiatek thanked the fans includ-
ing "a lot of Polish people as usual" for
helping her comeback efforts.

The 22-year-old Swiatek has won
three of the past five Grand Slam titles,
including defending her French Open
crown earlier in June.

Despite her strong form, she is yet
to demonstrate her strengths consis-
tently on grass, with a 7-5 career
record on the surface.

Swiatek's best mark at Wimbledon
is 2021's appearance in the fourth
round, having made at least the semi-

finals of every other major.
Swiatek will take on Jil Teichmann

in the last 16.
Earlier on Monday, eighth seed

Varvara Gracheva defeated Jaqueline
Cristian in straight sets while fourth
seed Mayer Sherif came from a set
down to beat German Anna-Lena
Friedsam.

Canadian fifth seed Bianca
Andreescu overcame a tough three-set
battle against Brit Sonay Kartal, while
seventh seed Italian Elisabetta
Cocciaretto was eliminated at the
hands of unseeded Czech Katerina
Siniakova.

�	�■ C����44���

Villarreal sealed the sign-
ing of midfielder Denis

Suarez from Celta Vigo on
Tuesday at the end of his
contract.

"(Suarez) will wear the
yellow shirt for the next
three seasons,"  said
Villarreal in a statement,
confirming his deal up until
2026.

The former Manchester
City and Barcelona youth
player, 29, spent last season
on loan at Espanyol, who
were relegated from La Liga.

Suarez joined Villarreal
in 2015 from Sevilla, before
moving back to Barcelona
the following year after the
Catalans activated a buy-
back clause they had main-
tained.

In his one campaign
with the Yellow Submarine,

Suarez thrived and helped
the team reach the Europa
League semi-finals and fin-
ish fourth in La Liga.

The midfielder failed to
earn regular football at
Camp Nou, and Barcelona
loaned him to Arsenal
before selling him to Celta
in 2019 for 13 million euros
($14 million).
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Apersistent Nepal ended
their SAFF

Championship campaign on
a bright note, beating Pakistan
1-0 in a Group A match here
on Tuesday.

Nepal's Aashish
Chaudhary (80th minute)
broke the deadlock and
ensured that Pakistan went
back home winless. Nepal
and Pakistan were already
out of contention for a semi-
final berth after losing their
earlier matches.

The first half was rather
tepid with both the teams
struggling a bit to find their
range and rhythm, although
Nepal enjoyed superior pos-
session.

The pace picked up in the
second half as Nepal and
Pakistan went for the jugular.
The first clear chance came
Nepal's way as a cross from the
right wing found Nawayug
Shrestha unmarked but his

header sailed over the bar.
Nepal intensified their

sorties and came close to
scoring a goal in the 60th
minute. Manish Dangi just
had to slot the ball past Yousuf
Ijaz Butt but a weak shot was
parried away by the Pakistan
goalkeeper.

Eight minutes later,
Shrestha took a lovely free-kick
that curled into the Pakistan
goal but the woodwork denied
the Nepal midfielder.

Just as it appeared that the
match was heading for a goal-
less draw, Sanish Shrestha
found Aashish inside the box
with a through pass. Aashish
cleverly pushed the ball under
a diving Yousuf to give Nepal
a 1-0 lead.

Nepal had a few more
chances to double the lead
after Pakistan opted for a
downright attacking game to
find the equaliser. However,
both the teams were unsuc-
cessful in their respective ven-
tures.
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Marta has won the world
player of the year award

six times but has never won
the Women's World Cup in
five previous attempts with
Brazil.

That's something she and
the team want to change.

Marta has been recovering
from a knee injury but the 37-
year-old striker is expected to
play a role in Brazil's bid for
the title at the tournament co-
hosted by Australia and New
Zealand.

Brazil will be coached at a
World Cup by a European for
the first time; Pia Sundhage
has had nearly four years to
transform the team.

Sundhage, who led the
United States to two Olympic
gold medals, called up Marta
for friendlies against England
and Germany in April but the
forward remained in Florida
to recover from a muscle
injury in her left leg.

She later declared she was
100% ready to play, although
the doubts over her fitness
have persisted.

Regardless of Marta's level
of fitness, Sundhage believes
Brazil is among a group of 10
teams that could win the title.

The coach also insists her
team has improved since the
penalty shootout loss in the
quarterfinals to eventual
champion Canada at the
Tokyo Olympics, a result that
cast doubt on the team
rebuilding job started in 2019.

Brazil, one of the three
South American teams in the
tournament, is expected to
advance to the knockout stage
in Group F. The group also
includes France, the team that
eliminated the Brazilians four
years ago in the round of 16,
Jamaica and Panama.

Only eight players
involved in Brazil 's  last
Women's World Cup cam-
paign are expected to go to
Australia for the group games
— goalkeeper Leticia; defend-
ers Kathellen, Rafaelle and
Tamires; and forwards Bia
Zaneratto, Debinha, Geyse
and Marta.

Brazil performed well in
the two latest friendlies
despite Marta's absence, hold-
ing European champion
England to a 1-1 draw before
losing the Finalissima on
penalties at Wembley Stadium
on April 6. Days later, Brazil
beat second-ranked Germany
2-1 in Nuremberg.

The 30-year-old Andressa
Alves is expected to combine
with Marta in Brazil's attack.
She scored 14 goals in 35
matches for Roma during the
season, although she'd been
likely to be on the bench for
Brazil until Atletico Madrid
striker Ludmila sustained an
ACL injury that should rule
her out.

One of Brazil 's  new
strengths that gives fans hope,
even if Marta is unfit, is the
young and intense midfield
duo of Ar y Borges and
Kerolin.
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India's Ankit Narwal went down in a
tough bout to Sultan Mussinov of

Kazakhstan in the opening round of the
Elorda Cup here on Tuesday.

Ankit put up a strong resistance in the
63.5kg category but lost by unanimous deci-
sion (0-5) and exited the tournament.

Six Indian boxers will open their cam-
paign on Wednesday with 2016 World
Championships silver medallist Sonia
Lather (57kg) facing Viktoriya Grafeyeva of
Kazakhstan.

Shvinder Singh Kaur (50kg) and
Poonam (60kg) will also be in action. While
Shvinder will take on Turapbay Gulnar of
Kazakhstan, Poonam will square up against
Issayeva Shakhnaz of Kazakhstan.

Zoram Muana (51kg), Hemant Yadav
(71kg) and Sanjay (80kg) will also begin
their campaign on Wednesday.

����	������.
���
�4�5�/���	
#�����
*��	�*���	
���	��8����	�

��%�"��	
���..��I�(�%��	
!��:(��	���0�!����'�9��+#

,���&���%������%�
��	��7����	
��

��#)$�3����3'�)+�).�$��>#�"��.����#$+�� ��#����#�

+�6
����7�����
2 8������ ��
�"!"'

���#'��()!�?
!�;�#�'�9#��)!!�)��

�	�■ 6�4��

Adrien Rabiot has signed a
one-year extension to his

Juventus contract until 2024,
the Serie A club said on
Tuesday.

France midfielder Rabiot
will reportedly earn a net salary
of seven million euros next sea-
son after deciding to stay in
Turin following his best cam-
paign since arriving from Paris
Saint-Germain in 2019.

The 28-year-old was one
of the few bright spots of a
troubled season for Juve which

ended with no trophies and a
seventh placed-finish in Italy's
top flight.

He scored a personal best
of 11 goals for Juve in all com-
petitions, setting up six more,
and was a fixture in France's
run to the World Cup final.

Juve's low league placing
was due to a 10-point deduc-
tion for illicit transfer activ-
ity, and Rabiot has decided to
stay at a club which might not
have European football next
term despite  earning a

spot in the the Europa
Conference League.
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added: "We turned up here and have
seen a lot of grass on the wicket, it is
a bit green.

"Traditionally Lord's offers more
for seamers and with how Mo's fin-
ger has recovered, actually recovered
really well, I thought we would get
more with four seamers and went
with Tongue."

Meanwhile all-rounder Stokes
said he had suffered no adverse reac-
tion from a longstanding knee prob-
lem after bowling at Edgbaston.

"Being able to bowl that longer
spell on the last day was another con-
fidence boost for me," he said. "At the
moment, things are looking good and
hopefully I can play even more of a
part with the ball in this game."

England team for second Test at
Lord's: Ben Duckett, Zak Crawley,
Ollie Pope, Joe Root, Harry Brook,
Ben Stokes (capt), Jonny Bairstow
(wkt), Stuart Broad, Ollie Robinson,
Josh Tongue, James Anderson
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Seamer Josh Tongue has replaced
Moeen Ali in England's team for

the second Ashes Test against
Australia at Lord's. Spinning all-
rounder Moeen suffered a burst
blister on his right index finger in the
narrow two-wicket defeat in the
series opener at Edgbaston.

Worcestershire paceman Tongue,
25, is preferred to the express pace of
Mark Wood — whose career has
been blighted by injuries — for the
match, which starts on Wednesday.

Seamer Chris Woakes and leg-
spinner Rehan Ahmed were also
overlooked in preference of Tongue,
who impressed with a maiden five-
wicket haul on his debut against
Ireland earlier this month.

"We needed to get to Lord's first
and see what conditions we were
faced with," England captain Ben
Stokes said on Tuesday.

"We wanted to play Mark Wood
but we felt while he could definitely
start the game, we felt an extra week
of build-up and loading him would
give him a better chance to play fully
from Headingley (third Test)
onwards.

"And we brought Tonguey into
the team as a like-for-like with
Woody. I’m looking forward to see-
ing Tonguey continue his great start
he had against Ireland here.

"Me and Mark are great friends,
we go back a long way...I spoke to
him about how I'd want him to oper-
ate in this game and he was very hon-
est with me. He wasn't sure if he'd be
able to give what he's known for
throughout this Test match. So the
decision was made to allow him to
keep building his body up to give
himself the best opportunity to go out
from Leeds onwards to play a full
part."

Speaking about Moeen, Stokes
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Sri Lanka defeated Scotland by
82 runs on Tuesday in

Bulawayo to advance to the
Super Six stage of the Cricket
World Cup qualifiers with max-
imum points.

Opener Pathum Nissanka
made 75 and Charith Asalanka
scored 63 as Sri Lanka were
bowled out for 245, with
Scotland spinners Chris Greaves
(4-32) and Mark Watt (3-52)
combining for seven wickets.

Scotland slid to 73-5 in
reply and were eventually dis-
missed for just 163 after two run
outs in the same over sealed
their fate despite an enterprising
56 not out from Greaves.

Sri Lanka, the 1996 cham-
pions, go through as winners of
Group B and will start on four
points in the next round ahead
of matches against the Nether-
lands, Zimbabwe and the West
Indies. Scotland carry over two
points following Sunday's win
over Oman, the third team to
qualify from the section.

The next phase of the tour-
nament begins Thursday when
hosts Zimbabwe play Oman.
The top two finishers in the
Super Six will qualify for the
World Cup in India in October
and November.
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The world's largest cricket
stadium in Ahmedabad
will play host to the big-

ticket ODI World Cup group
match between India and
Pakistan on October 15 besides
staging the grand finale on
November 19, the ICC announ-
ced on Tuesday.

The tournament will begin
on October 5 with a clash
between defending champions
England and runners-up New
Zealand at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad, which
is the largest in the world with
a seating capacity of 1,32,000
spectators — 32,000 more than
the iconic Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG).

The two semifinals of the
mega event will be played at
Mumbai's Wankhede Stadium
and the Eden Gardens in
Kolkata — both iconic venues
with a rich legacy — on Novem-
ber 15 and 16 respectively, as per
the schedule announced on
Tuesday.

Ringing in the 100-day
countdown to the ODI show-
piece, the ICC said hosts India
will begin their campaign with
a mouth-watering clash against
Australia on October 8 in
Chennai.

With Guwahati among 12
venues picked to host the match-
es including warm-up games, it's
the first time the World Cup is
entering the northeast India.

There will be a total of 10
venues — Hyderabad, Ahmeda-
bad, Dharamsala, Delhi, Chen-
nai, Lucknow, Pune, Bengaluru,
Mumbai and Kolkata — hosting
the matches in the tournament
proper.

Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram in addi-
tion to Hyderabad will host the

warm-up games from Septem-
ber 29 to October 3.

Twelve hosting associations
were called in Mumbai on
Monday to discuss the details
and finalise the venues before
Tuesday's official announce-
ment.

The Wankhede hosted the
final of the 2011 World Cup, in
which a Mahendra Singh
Dhoni-led India beat Sri Lanka
to end a 28-year-old title dro-
ught, while the Eden Gardens
played host to the summit show-
down between Australia and
England in the 1987 edition, in
which the former prevailed.

Pakistan had earlier asked
for their match against India to
be shifted to either Chennai,
Bengaluru or Kolkata, but the
ICC and BCCI rejected their
request.

There will be 10 teams at
this year's World Cup. As hosts,
India have qualified directly, as
have Afghanistan, Australia,
England, Bangladesh, New
Zealand, Pakistan, and South
Africa through the 2020-2023
ICC Cricket World Cup Super
League.

Two other teams will make
it to the World Cup through the
World Cup Qualifiers, which is
being currently played in
Zimbabwe.

Apart from former champi-
ons Sri Lanka and the West
Indies, the Qualifiers also feature
Ireland, Nepal, the Netherlands,
Oman, Scotland, the UAE, the
USA, and hosts Zimbabwe.

At the World Cup in India,
the 10 teams will play each other
once in a round-robin league
featuring 45 matches.

These will be followed by
the semifinals and the final.
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For a team looking for its

first ICC title in 10 years , it will
be a humongous challenge for
Rohit Sharma's men to go all the
way in a tournament wherein
they play at nine different venues
— most for any team — across
the country and needless to say,
in different conditions.

And it will be no exaggera-
tion to say that India's perfor-

mances in the first week itself
could set the tone for them —
Australia are a different beast in
World Cup events, Afghanistan's
spin threat is only growing, and
Pakistan always challenges India
to bring their ‘A' game forward.

While India's record in ICC
World Cup tournaments against
Pakistan is not invincible any-

more, the tension, the chal-
lenge, the pressure on the day
and the gargantuan expectations
that the team would deal with
for this game alone, let alone the
World Cup, will push them to
the hilt.

Adding to it will be the pres-
sure of travelling — the hosts
India are the only team to play

at as many as nine different
venues during the league stage.

In the hot and humid
weather of Chennai and on a
track expected to be on the slow-
er side and support spin, India
would hope to trouble the
Australians with their spin attack
on October 8.

While Afghanistan's spin

threat will challenge India in
Delhi on October 11, the Rohit-
led team would know that their
neighbours from north are no
more pushovers in ODI cricket
— for they have qualified for the
World Cup ahead of the former
champions in the West Indies
and Sri Lanka.

The pitch for the marquee

clash against Pakistan in
Ahmedabad on October 15 is
expected to be a batting haven.
India will look to make the most
of the vast crowds that will fill
up the world's largest stadium in
the city and beat their arch rivals
one more time in a World Cup.

Bangladesh have also been
a tricky side to face especially in
ODI cricket — a format where
they are the most comfortable
and dangerous. Having beaten
India last year in a bilateral ODI
series will keep the Bangladeshi
side confident and India will be
required to make the most of an
expected batting-friendly pitch
at Pune on October 19.

India's next game, however,
will once again be one of their
toughest in the competition.
New Zealand have a stunning
record against India and in the
early winter days in October, fac-
ing the Kiwis in the lap of the
Himalayas in Dharamsala on
October 22 is likely to test
India's batting adequately.

India will not mind a week's
gap as they would move to
Lucknow for the next clash
against England on October 29
— a venue where run-making
was the toughest in this IPL.

The Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai is indeed a favourite for
India's batting mainstays Rohit
and Virat Kohli, wherein they
will play the one of the qualify-
ing teams on November 2.

But the challenge and pres-
sure will hit its peak again in
three days' time as South Africa
could be more than handful at
the Eden Gardens in Kolkata,
where the dew factor in early
November too could influence
the game heavily.

India will have their last
league game against the other
qualifying side in Bengaluru
on November 11.
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Drawing inspiration from its
last World Cup triumph,

India is looking to win the
upcoming tournament for Virat
Kohli like the batch of 2011 won
it for Sachin Tendulkar, feels for-
mer opener Virender Sehwag.

Since winning the 2011
World Cup which Kohli was a
part of, India have won only one
ICC event — the 2013 Cham-
pions Trophy — and their wait
for lifting a trophy in another
global event has now lasted
more than a decade.

"We played that World Cup
for Tendulkar. We won the Wo-
rld Cup, and it was a great exit
for Sachin paaji," Sehwag said
during an ICC event to ann-
ounce the World Cup schedule.

"Virat Kohli is (now) in
Sachin Tendulkar's shoes. The
way he plays, he talks, he looks
after the others and the way he
plays cricket with his passion, he
is the one now. Everybody is
looking to win this World Cup
for Virat Kohli," he added.

"Virat Kohli is the same
now. Everybody will look to win
the World Cup for him. He
always gives more than 100 per
cent. I think Virat Kohli is also
looking (forward) to this World
Cup. "(About) 100,000 people
will watch you at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad.
Virat knows how the pitches will
behave. I am sure he will score
a lot of runs and he will do his
best to win the World Cup for
India."

Sehwag said India are favo-
urites to win their blockbuster
clash against Pakistan on
October 15 in Ahmedabad be-
cause they can handle pressure

comparatively better.
Sehwag said, "I feel that

now India handles the pressure
that is why they win whereas
Pakistan have a burden that they
haven't won against India. In the
1990s, they were good at deal-
ing with pressure but after 2000,
India soak it better. "If any play-
er says that they don't feel pres-
sure, I don't think it's right. We
used to say it too but at the end
of the day, we know it's an India
versus Pakistan game and emo-
tions run high," he said.

Sehwag said players from
countries like England and
Australia tend to do well if the
wickets are good but the same
players struggle against spin.

"A player from the subcon-
tinent has a better idea (of play-
ing spin) than someone coming
from outside," he said, adding

that India and Pakistan could
end up playing a final before the
final if they meet in the semifi-
nals. Sri Lankan spin legend
Muttiah Muralitharan said since
the World Cup is in the subcon-
tinent, spinners will have a big
role to play and agreed with
Sehwag that India, England,
Australia and Pakistan could be
the favourites for the semifinals.

"I am looking forward to the
India-England match. That will
be a tough match. England is
playing really well at the
moment. India is one of the
favourites in my mind because
they are playing at home and
they know the conditions real-
ly well. They know how to win
in India," said Muralitharan,
adding that Adil Rashid would
be his pick as the most success-
ful bowler in the competition.
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The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) is still apprehensive

about sending its team to India
for the ODI World Cup but
International Cricket Council
(ICC) is "confident" that the
Babar Azam-led team will com-
pete in the 50-over showpiece.

The ICC on Tuesday anno-
unced the fixtures for the Octo-
ber 5-November 19 tourna-
ment and rejected PCB's request
to not schedule their matches in
Chennai and Bengaluru against
specific teams.

PCB did not want to play
Afghanistan on a spin-friendly
track in Chennai and also want-
ed to avoid facing Australia in
Benglauru. As part of the
announcement in Mumbai, it
was confirmed that Pakistan will
lock horns with India in
Ahmedabad on October 15 and
take on Australia (October 20)
and Afghanistan (October 23) at
pre-decided venues.

Soon after the announce-
ment, the PCB made it clear that
its participation in the ODI
World Cup will be subject to
government clearance.

"Our participation in the
World Cup and us playing in
Ahmedabad on October 15 or
in Mumbai if we qualify for
semi-finals will all be dependent
on government clearance," said
a PCB official.

The PCB official said the
government has not yet issued
any NOC to the PCB to travel
to India and since it was a sen-

sitive issue, the Board can only
move forward after getting clear
directives from its government.

"We have already informed
the ICC that our participation in
the tournament or any issues
over venues is linked to firstly
the PCB getting clearance from
the government to travel to
India," the official said.

Pakistan have a signed par-
ticipation agreement to compete
and the world governing body
"100% expects them to be there
and has had no indications to
the contrary".

"All members have to abide
by the rules and the laws of their
country and we respect that. But
we're confident Pakistan will be
in India for the men's cricket
World Cup," an ICC spokesper-
son told PTI.

Pakistan last played in India
in 2016 in the T20 World Cup.
The two teams play each other
in the ICC events and Asia Cup
due to the tense relations
between the two countries.

The ICC not entertaining
Pakistan's request to relocate two
matches was on expected lines
as it usually addresses concerns
over venues on potential secu-
rity threat and not on cricketing
grounds. With the elections for
the post of PCB chairman now
postponed at least until July 17,
it remains to be seen how the
Board reacts to the World Cup
schedule announcement.

With the Balochistan High
Court issuing a stay order
against the holding of elections
for the Chairman's post on
Monday on petitions filed by
two former members of the
PCB's cricket management com-
mittee, confusion reigns in
Pakistan cricket at the moment.

After Najam Sethi's resigna-
tion, the Board is being run by
interim chairman Ahmed Sheh-
zad Farooq Rana. Zaka Ashraf,
nominated for the chairman's
post, has to win votes of the
Board of Governors to official-
ly take charge of the key post.
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When is Jasprit Bumrah
returning to the Indian

team? Neither the injured pacer
nor the ones working on him
have a definitive answer to that.

But the good news is that
Bumrah has bowled seven overs
in a day at the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) nets, a devel-
opment that will bring smile to
the Indian fans looking forward
to the 2023 World Cup with
optimism. The schedule for the
mega event was released in
Mumbai on Tuesday.

Bumrah had undergone
surgery for a recurring back nig-
gle in New Zealand in March
and since then he has been on
the recovery path. Bumrah has
last played for India during the
home T20Is against Australia in
September, 2022. So, will he be
able to make a comeback dur-
ing the T20I series against
Ireland or in the Asia Cup?

"For an injury of this nature,
it is not wise to set any timeline
as constant monitoring is nec-
essary. But it can be said that
Bumrah is recovering well and
he has bowled seven overs at
NCA nets. It is a steady increase

in his workload from the light
workouts and bowling sessions
of the initial period. "He will play
a few practice matches (at NCA)
next month, and there will be a
close assessment of his fitness
then," a source tracking the
development told PTI.

Ramji Srinivasan, former
strength and conditioning coach
of Team India, said extreme care
should be taken while bringing
back Bumrah.

"He should not be hurried.
Playing practice matches at the
NCA is a good step as it will help
tune his body to the demands of
a match. But he should be made
to play in some actual (domes-
tic) matches before bringing
him to top level cricket.

"The demands of interna-
tional cricket are different and
the body should be absolutely
ready to take that amount of
workload. Recovering from
stress fracture is a delicate exer-
cise and Bumrah should be
allowed maximum recovery
time," Ramji told PTI. KL Rahul
and Shreyas Iyer, who have also
been recuperating at NCA, are
also progressing as expected,
though no specific timeline has
been set for their return as well.
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