
����� ������

Ethnic strife-torn Manipur
witnessed high drama on

Thursday as Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s visit to relief
camps in Churachandpur was
met with obstacles when his
convoy was stopped by the
police midway. Gandhi had to
resort to taking a helicopter to
reach his destination. During
his interaction with the people
sheltering in relief camps,
Gandhi emphasised the need
for healing and prioritising
peace in Manipur.

The blocking of Gandhi’s
convoy sparked a political
slugfest, with the Congress
alleging that the BJP-led
Government was attempting to
thwart the leader’s visit, while
the saffron party accused
Gandhi of being “stubborn” for
choosing a road trip despite
advice to take a helicopter due
to opposition from various
quarters.

Expressing his disappoint-
ment, Gandhi tweeted, “People
of all communities are very
welcoming and loving. It’s very
unfortunate that the
Government is stopping me.”
He further stated in another
Twitter post, “I came to listen
to all my brothers and sisters of
Manipur. Manipur needs heal-
ing. Peace has to be our only
priority.”

During his visit to
Churachandpur, Gandhi inter-
acted with the inhabitants of
relief camps established at a
school and a college, where

around 200 people are cur-
rently sheltered. Gandhi’s con-
voy was initially halted by the
local police at Bishnupur,
approximately 20 kilometers
from Imphal, citing ongoing
demonstrations along the
route. “There is a security
threat. We cannot take the risk
of allowing Rahul Gandhi to
proceed,” stated a senior police
officer. A large number of peo-
ple, predominantly women,
gathered near the location and
demonstrated both in support
of and against the visit.
Gandhi’s supporters demand-
ed that he be allowed to pro-
ceed to Churachandpur, refer-
encing Union Home Minister
Amit Shah’s visit to the same
location last month. One
woman participating in the
demonstration questioned, “If
Amit Shah could go to
Churachandpur, why not Rahul
Gandhi?”

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to chair

a crucial meeting of the Union
Council of Ministers on July 3,
officials announced on
Thursday. The meeting comes
following intensive discussions
held by Modi with top leaders
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), fueling speculation about
a potential reshuffle in his
Council of Ministers.

The July 3 meeting is
expected to take place at the
newly-constructed convention
centre in Pragati Maidan,
which is also set to host the
G20 summit in September.
Earlier this week, Modi
engaged in extensive delibera-
tions with Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP president JP Nadda,

and other prominent leaders.
Nadda’s participation in

the meeting has prompted
speculation regarding possible
changes in both, the
Government and the BJP
organisation, including at the
State-level. These discussions
coincide with the party’s prepa-
rations for crucial Assembly
elections scheduled later this
year, as well as the highly-antic-
ipated 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

In recent days, Shah,
Nadda, and BJP general secre-
tary (Organisation) BL Santosh

have held multiple rounds of
deliberations, focusing on
organisational and political
matters. The Council of
Ministers’ meeting is scheduled
just before the Monsoon
Session of Parliament, which is
expected to commence in the
third week of July.

Notably, there has not been
a significant reshuffle in the
Modi Cabinet for almost two
years. However, in May, the
demise of Minister of State for
Social Justice and
Empowerment, Rattan Lal
Kataria, created a vacancy that
was subsequently filled by
Arjun Ram Meghwal. The last
major reshuffle took place in
July 2021 when 12 Ministers
were removed from the Modi
Government and 17 new
Ministers were sworn in.

During the previous
reshuffle, notable figures such
as Ravi Shankar Prasad, Harsh
Vardhan, Prakash Javadekar,
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
and Santosh Gangwar were
among those removed from the
Cabinet. Continued on Page 2
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Awoman’s leg had to be ampu-
tated in a Thai airport after

it was trapped by a movable
walkway Thursday, officials said.
The 57-year-old Thai passenger
was due to board a morning
flight from Bangkok’s Don
Mueang Airport to the southern
Nakhon Si Thammarat province
when she was caught by the
walkway in the airport’s Terminal
2. A medical team there eventu-
ally had to cut her left leg off
from above the knee, according
to the airport’s officials.

“On behalf of the Don
Mueang International Airport, I’d
like to express my deepest con-
dolences regarding the accident,”
Don Mueang Airport Director
Karun Thanakuljeer-apat said
during a news conference. “I’d
like to insist that we will ensure
that no such accident will hap-
pen again.”

He said the airport will be
fully responsible for the woman’s
medical costs and will be open
for negotiations on other com-
pensations. The medical team at
the hospital she was initially
sent to, informed Karun that they
could not reattach her leg, but the
woman requested to be trans-
ferred to another hospital to
assess the possibility, he said.

Images shared online
showed the lower part of the
woman’s leg trapped beneath
the belt at the end of the walk-
way as she was being assisted by
airport staff. A suitcase lying near

her was missing two wheels, and
the yellow comb-like plates were

seen broken off from where they
typically cover the edge of the

belt where the moving walkway
ends.

Karun said the suitcase
wheels were found underneath
the belt, but it was unclear how
it might relate to the accident. He
said walkways at the airport are
checked daily, with an addition-
al monthly inspection. He said
the walkway has been closed and
a team of engineers was inspect-
ing it to determine the cause of
the accident. The walkway was
manufactured by Japanese com-
pany Hitachi and was installed in
1996, the airport director said,
adding that there is a plan to
request for a budget to change to
a newer model in 2025.

In 2019, a passenger’s shoe
was damaged after it was caught
in the airport’s moving walkway
in Terminal 1. The airport
released a statement afterward
saying the faulty walkway was
repaired and reopened in about
an hour.
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The forthcoming Opposition
meeting, aimed at devising

a united strategy against the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), will now take place in
Bengaluru on July 13 and 14,
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar said
on Thursday. The change in
venue from Shimla to
Bengaluru was prompted by
heavy rainfall in Himachal
Pradesh, making Bengaluru a
more suitable location.

Following the first
Opposition meeting in Patna
on June 23,  Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said that
the next meeting would be held
in Shimla.

“After our initial meeting,
we have now decided to hold

the second meeting of the
Opposition party in Bengaluru
on July 13 and 14. We made
this decision today, as the
intended venue in Shimla was
unsuitable due to heavy rainfall.
In Bengaluru, we will focus on
strategising and maintaining
unity as we prepare to face the
upcoming elections together.
Additionally, we will work on
devising a robust plan to
address communal tensions
and the alleged misuse of cen-
tral forces in various States,”
Pawar said.

The Opposition parties are
striving to streamline their

efforts and present a cohesive
agenda to challenge the BJP in
the forthcoming 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. 

During the Patna meeting,
which lasted for four hours,
there were spirited exchanges
between the Congress and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). The
AAP has expressed its unwill-
ingness to participate in future
Opposition meetings involving
the Congress until the party
publicly denounces the Central
Government’s contentious
Ordinance regarding the con-
trol of administrative services
in Delhi. Continued on Page 2
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In a surprising turn of events,
Tamil Nadu Governor RN

Ravi revoked his highly con-
tentious decision on Thursday
night to dismiss Minister V
Senthil Balaji from the Council
of Ministers. The move, made
without consulting Chief
Minister MK Stalin, has ignit-
ed a heated standoff with the
DMK Government in the State
which had vowed to take legal
action over the issue.

Minister Balaji, who is cur-
rently imprisoned and facing
criminal charges in a corrup-
tion case involving an alleged
cash-for-jobs scandal, had been
retained by Chief Minister
Stalin as a Minister without
portfolio. However, Governor
Ravi unilaterally chose to
reverse this decision earlier in
the day. As legal experts raised
concerns about the legality of
the Governor’s order, sources
from the Governor’s office stat-
ed that he was seeking advice
from the Attorney General
and keeping the decision in
abeyance. They further con-
firmed that Balaji would con-
tinue to serve as a Minister for
the time being.

Chief Minister Stalin vehe-
mently criticised the Governor,
asserting that he does not pos-
sess the authority to dismiss a
sitting Minister. He vowed to
take legal action in response to
the Governor’s actions.
According to news agency PTI,

Stalin declared, “The Governor
does not have the right to dis-
miss a sitting Minister, and we
will challenge this legally.”

An official statement
released by Raj Bhavan, the
Governor’s residence, indicat-
ed that Balaji is facing multiple
criminal proceedings related to
corruption. It is alleged that he
abused his position as a
Minister to manipulate ongo-
ing investigations and obstruct
the due process of law and jus-
tice. The statement empha-
sised the concern that allowing
Balaji to remain in the Council
of Ministers could have a detri-
mental impact on the due
process of law, including fair
investigation, potentially lead-
ing to a breakdown of the
Constitutional machinery in
the State. Consequently, the
Governor promptly dismissed
Balaji from the Council of
Ministers, effective immedi-
ately. The statement from Raj
Bhavan clarified, “Minister
Thiru V Senthil Balaji is facing
serious criminal charges in
several corruption cases,
including allegations of accept-
ing bribes for job placements

and engaging in money laun-
dering. By misusing his posi-
tion as a minister, he has been
interfering with investigations
and impeding the course of law
and justice.”

Supporters of the DMK,
including Left parties, rallied
behind the ruling party and
condemned the Governor’s
actions. Political analyst Durai
Karuna pointed out that the
Chief Minister has the exclusive
authority to appoint or remove
Ministers from the Cabinet.

DMK leader A Saravanan
accused the Governor of
undermining the Constitution,
stating that the order dismiss-
ing Balaji from the State’s
Council of Ministers is “not
even worth the paper it was
drafted on.” He criticised the
Governor’s actions, proclaim-
ing, “The Governor is disre-
garding the Constitution. He is
pandering to his political mas-
ters. The law of the land is not
determined by personal beliefs.
A Governor should uphold
the Constitution above all. His
order is utterly meaningless
and should be discarded.”

Continued on Page 2
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In a visit that sparked a heat-
ed exchange between politi-

cal parties, former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi’s trip to
strife-torn Manipur became a
point of contention between
the Congress and the BJP on
Thursday. The Congress
accused the Modi Government
of obstructing Rahul’s attempt
to reach out to the victims of
violence and offer solace, while
the BJP criticised Rahul’s
behaviour as “irresponsible,”
claiming that it had triggered
fresh unrest in the State.
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge alleged that the local

police, acting on the orders of
the Modi Government, halted
Rahul Gandhi’s convoy near
Bishnupur. He called  it “total-
ly unacceptable and a violation
of constitutional and democ-
ratic norms.Gandhi’s convoy in
Manipur has been halted by the
police near Bishnupur. He
intended to visit the people suf-
fering in relief camps and
extend a healing touch to the
strife-torn state. PM Modi has
remained silent on the situation
in Manipur, leaving the state to
fend for itself,” Kharge said.
Responding to the incident,
BJP national spokesperson and
Manipur in-charge Sambit
Patra criticized Rahul Gandhi’s
visit. Continued on Page 2
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Two suspected rioters were
killed and five injured in an

exchange of fire with security
personnel at Haraothel village in
Kangpokpi district of Manipur
on Thursday morning, officials
said. They said armed rioters
opened unprovoked firing at
the village. The army said secu-
rity forces personnel “responded
in a calibrated manner” to tack-
le the situation.

Two suspected armed riot-
ers were killed and five were
injured in the exchange of fire in
the village, the officials said.
Another rioter was also believed
to have been killed, but the body
is yet to be retrieved as the spot
witnessed intermittent firing,
they said.

Later in the day, members of
the community to which the two
rioters belonged collected their
bodies and took out a procession
to the chief minister’s residence
in Imphal, the officials said. As
police stopped them from
marching to the Chief Minister’s
residence, the processionists
turned violent, they said, adding
police used tear gas shells and
resorted to lathi-charge to dis-
perse the mob. Giving details of
the morning firing, the official
Twitter handle of the army, oper-
ating in the region, stated armed
rioters opened unprovoked fir-
ing at 5.30 am.

“Own troops deployed in the
area immediately mobilised to
prevent escalation of situation.
While enroute to the site, own
columns drew effective fire from
armed rioters,” the official “Spear
Corps” handle of the army said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Uttar Pradesh (UP)
police have recovered the

vehicle used by the attackers
who targeted Dalit leader and
Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar Azad alias
Ravan. The vehicle was found
in a village in Saharanpur dis-
trict. In a related development,
the police in Amethi district
have registered a case of crim-
inal intimidation under Section
506 of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) after it was revealed that
a Facebook page had issued a
death threat to Azad prior to
the attack.

Activists of the Bhim Army

and Azad Samaj Party staged a
demonstration at Parivartan
Chowk, demanding increased
security measures for Azad.
However, they were subse-
quently taken into police cus-
tody.

Unidentified assailants had
opened fire at Azad’s car in
Saharanpur’s Deoband on
Wednesday evening, as he was
attending a ritual at a support-
er’s home. A bullet grazed
Azad’s abdomen, resulting in
injuries.

The vehicle used in the
attack was seized from
Miragpur Village late on
Wednesday night. The regis-
tration plate indicated that the
car was registered in Haryana,
according to police sources.
Superintendent of Police
(Dehat Saharanpur) Sagar Jain
confirmed that Azad who was
receiving treatment at
Saharanpur District Hospital
was stable.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after Congress alleged
that India was procuring

MQ-9B Predator armed drones
from the US at a higher price
and demanded complete trans-
parency in the proposed deal, a
senior Government functionary
claimed on Thursday that the
average estimated cost would be
27 per cent lower than the
price incurred by other coun-
tries.  Making this assertion, the
functionary also said the price
may further dip during negoti-
ations unless India seeks addi-
tional features. He also stated so
far negotiations on the pricing
issue have not begun.

He also clarified that the
Defence Acquisition Council
(DAC) on June 15 accorded
“acceptance of necessity” and
the pricing issue is not part of

this. It will be a Government-to-
Government deal better known
as Foreign Military Sale (FMS)
route wherein the US
Government stands guarantee
for the aspects of the contract.

The indicative cost of the
drones made by the US
Government is $3,072 million.
This works out to be $99 mil-
lion for each drone, he said,
adding that it cost the United
Arab Emirates, one of the few
countries to have it, $161 mil-
lion apiece. The MQ-9B India
is looking to acquire is compa-
rable with the UAE’s but with a
better configuration, he said.

Continued on Page 2
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In significant disclosure, the
NCP chief Sharad Pawar says

that he had “bowled a googly”
to senior BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis that claimed the lat-
ter’s wicket, leading to the fall
of the Fadnavis-Ajit Pawar gov-
ernment within 89 hours of its
formation in November 2019.

A day after Fadnavis
claimed in a television interview
that after having agreed to
form a government in alliance
with the BJP in November
2019, Pawar had reneged on his
extending support to his gov-
ernment, Pawar said: “We had
to do certain things to expose
the BJP’s lust for power.... I had
then bowled a googly to
Fadnavis that claimed his wick-
et. He has not spoken about
that”. 

It may be recalled that on
November 26, 2019, the BJP’s
much-discussed surreptitious
effort to install its government
had fizzled out, as then chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
resigned from his post after the
NCP’s breakaway group leader

Ajit Pawar pulled out of the new
dispensation under tremen-
dous pressure from the parent
party leaders. On his part,
Fadnavis had in a television
interview chaimed that claimed
Sharad Pawar agreed to form
government with the BJP in
November 2019 and then
backed off from the agreement
three to four days three-four
days to four days before the
swearing-in ceremony of the
BJP-led government.   

Talking to media persons in
Pune, Pawar indirectly admit-
ted that his party had agreed to
support the BJP-led govern-
ment, when he said that ahead
of the formation of a govern-
ment in the state, the BJP lead-
ers had met the NCP leadership
and had discussions on sever-

al things."But he (Fadnavis)
himself said yesterday that I
changed the decision to go
with the BJP) two to three days
earlier (before the swearing-in
ceremony). 

Going by Fadnavis’ own
claim that if  I had changed the
decision, what was the reason
for him to go ahead and take
the oath of office, and that too
so discreetly in the early hours
of the morning,” Pawar said. “If
Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar had the
NCP's support, wouldn't the
BJP-led government have sur-
vived? The government fell,
and he (Fadnavis had to resign...
At that time.

certain things were done to
expose before the public how
far they (BJP) can go for
power....There was a need to
bring out that they could not
live without power," the NCP
chief said.  Alluding to his
remark of “howling a googly” to
Fadnavis, Pawar said: “My
father-in-law Sadu Shinde was
a test cricket. He used to bowl
googlies and had taken the
wickets of several good batsmen
of his time. 
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In a staunch criticism of the
Fadnavis-Shinde government

in Maharashtra, NCP chief
Sharad Pawar claimed here
that more than 6,889 women-
girls had gone missing in var-
ious parts of the state during
the last one year – from May
2022 to 2023.

Little over a week after he
had claimed that 391 distressed
farmers had committed suicide
during the last five months in
the state, a staggering 3,152
children had gone missing dur-
ing the period, the NCP chief
said: “As manyu as 6,889
women-girls have gone  miss-
ing during the past one year -
- from May 2022-May 2023”.
Giving the break-up of missing
cases, Pawar said: “During the
first half of 2023 -- from
January 2023 to May 2023, a
total of 2,458 girls-women have
gone in four major corporation
areas. They comprise: 738 from
Mumbai, 937 from Pune, 721

from Thane and 62 from
Solapur”. Quoting the statistics
collated by the police, Pawar
said that a total of 4,431 females
have disappeared from 14 dis-
tricts of Amravati, Beed,
Bhandara, Buldhana,
Chandrapur, Dhule, Gondia,
Jalgaon, Nandurbar, Nanded,
Pune, Raigad, Ratnagiri and
Washim “In essence, during the
past one year i.e,, from May
2022 to May2023 – a stagger-
ing6,889 women-girls have
gone missing in the state with
no information on their where-
abouts,” Pawar said. 
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The income-tax department
has launched a probe

against certain social media
influencers and content cre-
ators on platforms like
YouTube and Instagram for
allegedly not showing their
income and profits commen-
surate with their earnings, offi-
cial sources said on Thursday.

The department initiat-
ed the action last week after it
searched about 10 YouTubers
and other social media influ-
encers — mostly young artistes
and actors — in Kerala.

The sources said a "data
analytics" investigation under-
taken by the department found
out that these social media
influencers and online content
creators are making "substan-
tial" earnings but either not
showing or under-reporting it

in their income tax returns
(ITRs) or filings, largely due to
ignorance of tax laws. 

Social media influencers
and online content creators
are those who have the power
to address online and affect
their audiences' purchasing
decisions or opinions about a
product, service, brand or
experience because of their
authority, knowledge, position
or relationship with their audi-
ence.

The individuals searched
in Kerala were treated "very
gently" by the tax department
during the process of evidence
gathering and even during the
recording of their statements,
the sources said.

These individuals were also
issued notices as part of taking
forward the probe so that their
"exact tax liability" is deter-
mined, they added. 
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A16-year-old girl was
allegedly gangraped on the

evening of June 27 in Delhi’s
Shahbad Dairy area. The victim
was sitting with her friend in a
park when three people came,
took turns to rape her and fled
the spot.

All the four accused were
identified and three of them,
including a juvenile, were
nabbed. One accused is
absconding and efforts are
underway to apprehend him.
Two arrested accused have
been identified as Bobby (19)
and Rahul (20), both residents
of the Shahbad Dairy area. One
accused is absconding and
efforts are underway to appre-
hend him, police said.
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TV actress Chahat Pandey
joined the AAP here on

Thursday saying she was
impressed by the party's ideol-
ogy and wanted to work for the
welfare of the people of her
home state Madhya Pradesh.
She was welcomed into the
party by Sandeep Pathak, who
holds the charge of national
general secretary (organisa-
tion).

"There is rampant cor-
ruption in Madhya Pradesh.
BJP and Congress are no dif-
ferent and both have literally
exploited the state to fulfil

their own motives. People want
to give a chance to the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in the
state," he said.   The Rajya
Sabha MP said Pandey has left
the world of showbiz to venture
into politics.  "Today, she feels
that her state needs her. She is
leaving her successful career as

an actress. The people of
Damoh look up to her," he
added. Pandey, who has
worked in TV shows like
Pavitra Bandhan and Hamari
Bahu Silk, said she had been
living in Mumbai for the last
seven to eight years and work-
ing as an actor. "Everyone lives
and earns for themselves. 

But we have some duties
towards our home state, our
country. I want to fulfil those
duties. I come from a small
place, Damoh in Madhya
Pradesh. No one knows
Damoh. People say it is near
Bhopal. I want them to know
Damoh," she said.
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From Page 1 
Later in the day Azad was

discharged from hospital, and
36-year-old Bhim Army chief
said he was feeling better and
his blood pressure was stable.
"I am taking medicine for the
pain and hope that I will be fine

in the next two-three days," he
said. Earlier, in a note posted on
Twitter, Azad demanded Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath's resignation, claim-
ing his Government is provid-
ing protection to criminals on
the basis of caste and religion.
During the day, the hospital
premises saw a heavy deploy-
ment of police personnel as

Azad's supporters began gath-
ering, demanding the imme-
diate arrest of the attackers and
raising slogans. 

The police have taken the
death threat issued by the
Facebook page 'Kshatriya of
Amethi' seriously and regis-
tered a case against unidenti-
fied individuals under Section
506 of the IPC and relevant

provisions of the IT Act.
Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Gauriganj, Mayank
Dwivedi, stated that the police
are investigating the matter.
The Facebook page had post-
ed a threat five days prior to the
attack, stating that Azad would
be killed by the Thakurs of
Amethi at a road crossing in
broad daylight.  Another post

shared on Thursday claimed
that Azad had been shot in the
waist and warned that he would
not survive the next time. The
post emphasised the need for
Azad's security, including a
bulletproof vehicle and jacket,
given his Intelligence. It also
warned of a significant move-
ment if any innocent Rajput is
falsely implicated in the attack.

From Page1 
On the other hand, new

entrants like Jyotiraditya
Scindia, Narayan Rane,
Sarbananda Sonowal, and
Ashwini Vaishnaw were
inducted into the Cabinet.

The forthcoming meeting
of the Union Council of
Ministers is eagerly awaited as
it is expected to unveil key deci-
sions and potential changes in
the Government's structure.
As the nation gears up for
important political events in
the coming months, the reshuf-
fle holds significance in shap-
ing the course of the BJP-led
Government.

Meanwhile, the  BJP will
organise three meetings in
Delhi, Guwahati and
Hyderabad next month for its
state leaders from the respec-
tive zones as it gears up its cam-
paign for the Lok Sabha polls
in 2024, party sources said on
Thursday.  

Senior national leaders will
also join the meetings.
Guwahati is expected to host
leaders from eastern and north-

eastern states on July 6, fol-
lowed the Delhi meeting of
mostly northern states on July
7 and another in Hyderabad of
largely southern states on July
8.The Gujarat BJP unit will be
part of the Delhi meeting,
while its Maharashtra leaders
will join the deliberations in
Hyderabad.

Sources said the meetings
will also take stock of the
month-long programmes run
by the party across the country
to mark the Narendra Modi
government's nine years in
power.

"Sewa, sushashan and
garib kalyan (service, good
governance, welfare of the
poor)" have been the theme of
the exercise with a focus on
achievements and new initia-
tives of the government, and it
will come up for deliberations
during the meetings.

The BJP has stepped up its
organisational activities as it
gears up its campaign to retain
power at the Centre under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership.

From Page1 
Key discussions during the

Patna meeting revolved around
crucial issues such as inflation,
unemployment, and alleged
deliberate attempts to fuel com-
munal violence in specific
regions of the country. Sharad
Pawar clarified that there were
no discussions regarding the
"prime ministerial post" during
the meeting.

The opposition parties reit-
erated their commitment to
present a united front and
develop state-specific strategies
to contest the elections.
However, prominent BJP lead-
ers, including Home Minister
Amit Shah, dismissed the
meeting as nothing more than
a "photo opportunity." 

From Page1 
He  emphasizing the

importance of sensitivity in
such situations. He stated, "It is
regrettable that Rahul Gandhi
went to Manipur with such
stubbornness. Sensitivity is far
more important than obstina-
cy."

During a press conference
at the BJP headquarters, Sambit
Patra criticized Rahul Gandhi's
behavior, stating, "Rahul
Gandhi's conduct was highly
irresponsible. Rahul and
responsibility never go togeth-
er. He has once again proven it
today." Patra also mentioned
that there had been no inci-
dents or reports of loss of life
in Manipur since June 13, but
unfortunately, news of a loss of
life emerged on the same day
as Rahul's visit.

Accompanying Rahul
Gandhi, Congress general sec-
retary of organization, K C
Venugopal, expressed disap-
pointment over the police's
actions. He stated, "Such
actions are unfortunate and
have no place in a democracy.
At a time when the people of
Manipur are suffering, Rahul ji
is in Manipur to convey a
message of peace and harmo-
ny. Manipur needs healing,
not further acrimony. It is our
constitutional right to travel
across Manipur, engage with
the people who have endured
so much, and build bridges
between communities."

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra high-
lighted the duty of every patri-
ot to work towards peace and
brotherhood in the country.
She questioned the govern-
ment's motives in attempting to
halt Rahul Gandhi's visit, say-
ing, "Rahul Gandhi ji has gone
to share the pain of the people
of Manipur and spread the
message of peace. 

From Page1 
It said the troops "respond-

ed in a calibrated manner to pre-
vent any collateral damage. Swift
action by troops resulted in ces-
sation of firing. "Additional
columns moved to the area.
Unconfirmed reports indicate
some casualties. Build up of
large crowds in the area also
reported. Situation being close-
ly monitored and further details
will follow," it said.

In another tweet in the
evening, the Spear Corps of the

army said, "Buildup of mob in
the area to interfere with opera-
tions by security forces effectively
controlled."  "At approx 4 PM,
troops deployed in the area
heard firing from east of village
K Munlai. Further, at approx 5.15
PM, exchange of fire reported
from direction of village Bethel,
south of National Sports
University. Own columns are
dominating the area to de-esca-
late the situation," it added. The
area is located around 20 km
from capital city of Imphal.

From Page 1 
To disperse the mob, the

police employed tear gas shells.
After being stuck for a few
hours in Bishnupur, Gandhi
returned to Imphal airport and
took a helicopter to
Churachandpur, one of the
towns worst affected by the
ethnic riots that occurred in the
state nearly two months ago. 

A source at the airport
confirmed, "Rahul Gandhi took
a chopper provided by the
state government to visit
Churachandpur. Top police
and administration officials
accompanied him in the heli-

copter." The Congress alleged
that the BJP governments at the
central and state levels
employed "autocratic meth-
ods" to obstruct Gandhi's visit.
Congress President Mallikarjun
Kharge tweeted, "The 'double-
engine disastrous' governments
are using autocratic methods to
stall a compassionate outreach
by Shri Rahul Gandhi. 

This is totally unacceptable
and shatters all constitutional
and democratic norms." He
added, "He is going there to
meet the people suffering in
relief camps and to provide a
healing touch in the strife-

torn state." The state president
of the Congress, Keisham
Meghachandra, accused Chief
Minister N Biren Singh of
ordering the convoy's halt,
despite the welcoming atmos-
phere. Meghachandra stated,
"The order to stop Gandhi's
convoy came from Chief
Minister N Biren Singh as
everyone was welcoming him."

The Trinamool Congress
(TMC) also criticized the cen-
tral government after Gandhi's
convoy was halted by the local
police, alleging that it reflects
the BJP's "desperation." TMC
Rajya Sabha MP Derek O'Brien

stated, "Modi-Shah's BJP is
desperate now. A month ago,
Mamata Banerjee wrote a let-
ter seeking permission to enter
Manipur. She was not allowed.
Exactly a month later, Rahul
Gandhi was also denied entry.
This is definitely the last 300
days of the BJP government."

Police sources reported
that tires were set on fire on the
highway near Utlou village in
Bishnupur district, and a few
stones were thrown at the con-
voy. "We feared a repetition of
such events, and hence, as a
precaution, requested the con-
voy to halt at Bishnupur,"

explained a police officer. To
date, more than 100 people
have lost their lives in ethnic
violence between Meitei and
Kuki communities in north-
eastern state. The clashes ini-
tially erupted on May 3 fol-
lowing a 'Tribal Solidarity
March' organized in hill dis-
tricts to protest against Meitei
community's demand for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.
Manipur's population consists
of approximately 53% Meiteis,
who predominantly reside in
Imphal Valley, and around 40%
tribals—Nagas and Kukis—
who inhabit hill districts.

From Page1 
Sixteen of these drones

purchased by the UK cost it $69
million each but it was only a
"green aircraft" without sensors,
weapons and certification.
Features like censors, weapons
and payloads make up for 60-
70 per cent of the total cost, he
said, adding that even the US
acquired five of them at $119
million each.

Due to the size of India's
deal and the fact that the man-
ufacturer might have recovered
a big part of its initial invest-
ment from earlier deals, the
price for the country is work-
ing out to be less than others,
he said, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity.

He, however, added that
India may need to integrate
some of its own radars and
missiles with these drones,
which may prompt a price
revision.

Reacting to reports that
the Air Force had raised some
questions about the drones,
sources said it is expected that
all these wings of defence forces
will make their points during
consultation. 
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From Page1 
In a separate development,

a court in Chennai extended
the judicial custody of Balaji,
who was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate, ear-
lier this month. The extension
will last until July 12. Prior to
this, the Supreme Court had
granted permission for Balaji to
undergo heart surgery at a
private hospital, following his
treatment at a Government
hospital for complaints of
uneasiness and chest pain.

The Enforcement
Directorate had challenged a
previous order from the
Madras High Court that
allowed Balaji to be moved to
a private hospital.

The relationship between
the DMK Government and
the Governor's office has been
tense for months, marked by
disagreements over several
issues, most notably the
Governor's refusal to assent to

legislation passed by the State
Assembly. The DMK had pre-
viously petitioned President
Droupadi Murmu, alleging
unconstitutional conduct by
Governor Ravi and his failure
to sign important Bills. 

The DMK argues that a
Governor who becomes polit-
ically active should cease to
hold office, especially when
their actions oppose the elect-
ed State Government, consid-
ering it a "constitutional per-
version."
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Delhi Cabinet minister
Atishi may get the addi-

tional charges of Finance,
Revenue and Development fol-
lowing a reshuffle.   Atishi,
along with Saurabh Bharadwaj,
was inducted into the Cabinet
in March following the resig-
nations of Manish Sisodia and
Satyendar Jain.

Meanwhile, a row erupted
over the cabinet reshuffle file
government sources claiming
that the matter is pending with
the Lieutenant Governor office,
a charge denied by the latter.  

The file relating to the
cabinet reshuffle in the AAP
government has been lying
with Delhi Lieutenant
Government Vinai Kumar
Saxena for the last four days
waiting to be signed, a gov-
ernment source said on
Thursday.  “The LG has not yet

given any approval to the cab-
inet reshuffle proposal. If at all
the LG Office still wishes to
stand by its baseless claims, it
must produce a copy of the
order or any other relevant evi-
dence to prove the same,” AAP
sources said.  “The file to
approve these changes has been
with the Lt Governor for last
four days. His predecessor,
Anil Baijal, used to approve
such files within half an hour,”
the source said, adding the
reshuffle is going to be a major

one.
All the same, sources from

the LG office denied the alle-
gation and said the file was
signed on Wednesday and sent
to the government. 

Atishi had been holding
the portfolios of power, edu-
cation, art, culture and lan-
guage, tourism, higher educa-
tion, training and technical
education and public relations.
The latest addition will raise the
number of portfolios held by
her to 11. Her cabinet col-

league, Kailash Gahlot, cur-
rently holds charge of the
Revenue and Finance depart-
ments and the development
portfolio is held by minister
Gopal Rai. The portfolio
change will come into effect
after a notification is issued
which will likely happen on
Friday, officials said.

“In the cabinet reshuffle,
Atishi may get the responsibil-
ities of Finance, Development
and Revenue. She was recent-
ly also given the charge of pub-
lic relations department,” a
source said.   Leader of
Opposition in Delhi Assembly,
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri also said
that all is not well in the Aam
Admi Party (AAP).   This is a
known fact that Atishi is closed
to Sisodia. Sisodia must have
told Kejriwal to give powerful
portfolios –finance, develop-
ment and revenue to her,” he
said.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will be the chief guest

at the closing ceremony of
Delhi University centenary cel-
ebrations on Friday.

During his visit to the
campus, the Prime Minister
will lay the foundation stone of
three buildings and release a set
of coffee table books. These
buildings are for the Faculty of
Technology, a computer centre
and an academic block.

“Looking forward to join-
ing the University of Delhi's
centenary celebrations at 11
AM tomorrow, 30th June. As a
premier centre of learning, DU
has been nurturing talent and
fostering intellectual growth
for a century. Congratulations
to the DU fraternity on this
milestone,” PM Modi tweeted
on Saturday.

Union Minister for
Education Dharmendra
Pradhan will be the guest of

honour for the ceremony.
The university has invited

several colleges based on the
education ministry's National
Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) to present
their “best practices” during the
exhibition.

The DU also urged the col-
leges to give their students an
opportunity to interact with the
Prime Minister.

An exhibition will be
organised at the multipurpose
hall of the university and fin-
ishing touches are being given,
DU South Campus Director

Prakash Singh said.
Among the colleges that

have been assigned stalls for the
exhibition are Miranda House,
Hindu College, Kirori Mal
College and Ramjas College.  

“We wanted to invite all the
colleges but due to a space
crunch, we have selected those
colleges with high NIRF and
NAAC rankings. They have
assembled the stalls and final
touches are being given,” Singh
said.  

“We have asked the col-
leges to let students present
their college's best practices and

this way, they will get a chance
to interact with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,” he added.

There will be stalls on
DU's adoption of the National
Education Policy, skill enhance-
ment courses, scientific inven-
tions and startups. The colleges
will also showcase their histo-
ry, achievements and distin-
guished alumni, the official
said.

The Miranda House will
showcase semiconductors pre-
pared by a group of students
and teachers, and bamboo
products made by a startup
launched by a student from the
Northeast, Principal B Nanda
said. 

“We have a student from
the Northeast whose startup
makes eco-friendly products
from bamboo... Some of our
students, along with their
teachers, have created semi-
conductors for industrial pur-
poses. We'll exhibit them too,”
Nanda said.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday halt-

ed the appointment of some
officials in the Education
department citing ongoing vig-
ilance inquiries against them.
The Chief Minister deliberat-
ed with officials on three mat-
ters related to appointments in
the second meet of the National
Capital Civil Service Authority
(NCCSA).  The first meeting of
the NCCSA was held on June
20.  This is the second meeting
of the NCCSA.

Sources in the Raj Niwas
denied the charges, saying the
file has been signed and sent to
the government.  In another
matter that came up in
Thursday meet, there was a

proposal to remove some com-
petent officers from the
Education department, which
the Chief Minister also object-
ed to and stopped the propos-
al, an official said.

The third matter in the
meeting pertained to the
demand of some female offi-
cers.   They had requested
transfers from the post of Sub-

Registrar on personal grounds,
which the Chief Minister
approved on humanitarian
grounds, he said.   The Delhi Lt
Governor is still sitting on the
minutes of the first meeting
and has not processed the file,
he said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence following the first meet-
ing of the NCCSA earlier this
month, Kejriwal had termed
the delay in approving of min-
utes a “farce” and a “conspira-
cy to not let the elected gov-
ernment do any work in Delhi.”

He claimed that through
the NCCSA, the Centre wants
to make it look like the body
takes important decisions for
Delhi mutually. But in reality,
that is not the case, he had
claimed.
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As a part of a pre-monsoon
safety drive, DISCOM  is

conducting inspections and
maintenance of electrical
equipment and lines installed
in public areas to minimise the
risk of electricity-related inci-
dents.

The drive aimed to ensure
the safety of DISCOM con-
sumers was carried out in
view of the two deaths due to
electrocution in Delhi within
a span of 48 hours.  As a part
of the ongoing preventive
maintenance activity, the DIS-
COM is conducting tree
trimming exercises in the
vicinity of electrical installa-
tions, poles, and overhead
lines to prevent leakage cur-

rent and power interruption,
it said.

According to the state-
ment, DISCOM has recently
conducted leakage testing of
9,154 poles, 300 PWD/MCD
poles, 66 ATMs, and 81 street-
light poles installed in MCD
and DDA parks, and the same
drive shall be continued.
Due attention is being given

to ensuring the healthiness of
the earthing of electrical
installations.

“The DISCOM has also
carried out safety audits of
more than 1,100 major public
installations like malls, hospi-
tals, schools, and colleges to
ensure public safety and will
continue to do so throughout
the year,” it said.  
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With the objective of pro-
viding drinking water to

unauthorized colonies and vil-
lages and connect them with
sewer network and clean the
Yamuna, the Delhi government
has decided to engage law firms
for the Delhi Jal Board(DJB) to
speed up the work. The DJB is
executing 1,500 projects and
the decision to hire law firms was
taken to ensure that these pro-
jects are completed with high
quality in public interest, Water
Minister Saurabh Bhardwaj said
here on Thursday. He also said
the DJB has passed an order that
in all new projects above Rs. 10
crores, different expert law firms
will be mandatorily engaged.

The law firms will ensure all
the legal compliance, commu-
nication and contract agree-
ment work related to the project.
Thus, while the DJB will take
immediate action on any viola-
tion of agreement by the com-
pany, the law firm will ensure
that the projects launched for the
public can be completed with
high quality and following all the
laws, so that the public can ben-
efit from them in a timely fash-
ion. While reviewing the pro-
jects, it was observed that in
many projects of public interest,
there are deviations from the
legal agreement. It has also been
learned that there are many
such projects which are stuck in
the courts for various legal and
miscellaneous reasons. 
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India and Russia have dis-
cussed issues related to secu-

rity and enhancing co-opera-
tion in this field during tele-
phonic talks between National
Security Advisor(NSA)Ajit
Doval and Security Council
Secretary Nikolai Patrushev. 

Incidentally, the talks on
Wednesday took place days
after a mercenary group
launched a short-lived armed
rebellion that rocked Moscow
and the Russian NSA report-
edly briefed Doval about it.

A Russian readout said on
Thursday that Patrushev held
a telephonic conversation with
Doval and informed him about
the “latest events” in Russia.

“The current issues of
Russian-Indian cooperation in
the field of security and the
prospects for their deepening
within the framework of bilat-
eral and multilateral formats
were discussed in detail,” it
said.

“In addition, Patrushev
informed Doval about the lat-
est events in Russia,” it said,
adding “the interlocutors
agreed to continue a confi-

dential dialogue”.
An official statement from

the Security Council of Russia
said the two NSAs discussed
current issues of cooperation
between India and Russia in
the security sector.

The two sides discussed
prospects for deepening the
cooperation between the two
nations within the framework
of bilateral and multilateral for-
mats. The two sides agreed to
continue the dialogue.

“The current issues of
Russian-Indian cooperation in
the field of security and the
prospects for their deepening
within the framework of bilat-
eral and multilateral formats
were discussed in detail, the
Security Council of Russia

said in an official statement.
Earlier in March,

Patrushev met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and discussed
issues of bilateral cooperation
between the two nations.

The rebellion by Yevgeny
Prigozhin and his Wagner
group on Saturday marked the
most serious challenge to
President Vladimir Putin in
more than two decades of his
rule and triggered questions
over his leadership.

Wagner mercenary group
had taken control of Rostov-
on-Don town. The revolt
ended when Prigozhin ordered
his troops back.

The Kremlin said it had
made a deal that the mercenary
chief will move to Belarus.
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The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on July 3 a plea

by an NGO seeking Army pro-
tection for the minority Kuki
tribals in Manipur and prose-
cution of communal groups
attacking them.

A bench of Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and Justices
PS Narasimha and Manoj
Misra will be hearing the peti-
tion filed by NGO ‘Manipur
Tribal Forum’.

On June 20, a vacation
bench headed by Justice Surya
Kant had declined urgent hear-
ing on the plea, saying it’s a law
and order issue which the
administration should tackle.

Senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves, appearing for the
NGO had submitted notwith-
standing the solemn assur-
ances that nobody will die, 70
tribals have been killed in eth-
nic violence in the state.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the State
had opposed the prayer for
urgent hearing, and asserted
security agencies are on the
ground doing their best to
stem violence and restore nor-
malcy.

He had submitted that the
main matter pertaining to the
Manipur High Court’s order for
grant of Scheduled Tribe status
to the majority Meitei com-

munity, which set off a chain of
violence in the northeastern
state, has been posted for hear-
ing on July 17 by the top court.

The vacation bench had
then posted the plea of the
NGO for hearing on July 3.

The Manipur Tribal
Forum, in its plea filed through
advocate Satya Mitra, has
alleged the central government
and the chief minister of
Manipur have jointly embarked
on a communal agenda aimed
at “ethnic cleansing” of Kuki
tribals in the northeastern state.

The NGO urged the apex
court not to rely on “empty
assurances” given by the Centre
and sought Army protection
for the Kukis.

More than 120 people have

lost their lives in bloody clash-
es between between Meitei
and Kuki communities which
first broke out on May 3 after
a ‘Tribal Solidarity March’ was
organised in the hill districts of
the state to protest against the
Meitei community’s demand
for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.

Meiteis account for about
53 per cent of Manipur’s pop-
ulation and live mostly in the
Imphal Valley. Tribal Nagas and
Kukis constitute another 40 per
cent of the population and
reside in the hill districts.

“The reason why this court
ought not to rely anymore on
the empty assurances given by
UOI (Union of India) is
because both the UOI and the
Chief Minister of the State

have embarked jointly on a
communal agenda for the eth-
nic cleansing of the Kukis,” the
NGO has alleged in its petition.

The petition said the nar-
rative that there is a “clash”
between the two communities-
the majority Meiteis and the
tribals- is far from truth as the
two have coexisted since long.

“Such a narrative misses
the fact that the two commu-
nities have co-existed for a
long time despite their some-
time deep-rooted differences
and, secondly, that the unique
situation presently existing is of
a couple of armed communal
groups linked to the party in
power in the State, carrying out
a predesigned communal
attack on the tribals.

“The ‘clash’ narrative cam-
ouflages the presence of these
two groups behind all the
attacks and renders them
immune from prosecution
thereby emboldening them to
carry on further attacks,” the
petition alleged.

It has sought constitution
of an SIT headed by former
Assam police chief Harekrishna
Deka to go into the violence
and an ex-gratia payment of Rs
2 crore to the kin of each of
those killed within three
months.

It also demanded a per-
manent government job to a
member of the families of
those slain.

The state is in the throes of
a bloody conflict between the
Meiteis and tribal Kukis since
the March 27 Manipur High
Court order that asked the
state government to send a rec-
ommendation to the Centre
within four weeks on the
demand for ST status to the
majority community.

The apex court is seized
of a batch of pleas on the
Manipur situation, including
one by a ruling BJP MLA
challenging the high court
order on Scheduled Tribe sta-
tus to the Meitei community,
and a PIL by the tribal NGO
for an SIT probe into the vio-
lence that has rocked the
northeastern state. 
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The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) has criti-

cized Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the United States,
alleging that it resulted in a
“further erosion of India’s
strategic autonomy,” according
to the latest editorial in the
party’s mouthpiece, People’s
Democracy.

The editorial argued that
the visit had led to a self-
imposed restriction on India’s
independent foreign policy,
hindering the nation’s potential
to play a creative and
autonomous role in an increas-
ingly multipolar world.

It emphasized that the
Modi government’s pro-US
stance had curtailed India’s
opportunities, stating, “The
net outcome of the Modi visit
was a further erosion of India’s
strategic autonomy and a self-
inflicted fettering of its inde-
pendent foreign policy. The
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation summit, origi-

nally scheduled to be held
physically in July in New Delhi,
was converted into a virtual
meeting.”

The editorial also asserted
that the Prime Minister’s visit
solidified India’s strategic and
military relationship with the
United States. It argued that the
deepening ties between the
two countries were driven by
the US’s need for India to be a
strong partner in its ongoing
efforts to economically and
militarily contain China,
despite the rhetoric of a part-
nership between two democ-

racies and shared values.
The CPI(M) highlighted a

2002 study commissioned by
the Pentagon, which identified
India as a countervailing force
to China and outlined the US
approach toward India. It sug-
gested that the recent lavish
treatment of Modi during his
state visit to Washington,
including a state banquet and
the opportunity to address a
joint session of Congress for the
second time, coincided with the
realization by the Joe Biden
administration that its past
efforts to check and isolate

China had not yielded the
desired results.

According to the CPI(M),
the US’s first major initiative to
engage India in a strategic
alliance was the offer of a civil-
ian nuclear agreement in 2005.
However, it claimed that oppo-
sition to the nuclear deal from
the Left had hindered the
implementation of various
logistics and interoperability
agreements included in the
Defense Framework
Agreement.

The editorial further
explained that it was only dur-
ing the past few years of the
Modi government that the so-
called four foundational agree-
ments were signed, ensuring
logistics support and interop-
erability between the armed
forces of India and the United
States. It suggested that the
Indo-US military relationship
had acquired the characteristics
of an alliance, except for a
clause akin to Article 5 in the
NATO treaty, where an attack
on one country is considered
an attack on the other.

Regarding cooperation in
technology, the CPI(M) alleged
that despite extensive discus-
sions, there had been no actu-
al transfer of technology
between the two countries.

The editorial concluded
by highlighting the domestic
political value that Modi
attached to the US visit and its
outcomes. It claimed that the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), an organiza-
tion with a pro-imperialist
stance, and the Indian ruling
classes, led by the bourgeoisie,
supported a strategic alliance
with the United States. The
corporate media, it argued,
was dominated by this out-
look, considering even a sub-
ordinate position as a US ally
to be a significant achieve-
ment.

The CPI(M) raised con-
cerns about the impact of
Modi’s US visit on India’s strate-
gic autonomy, cautioning
against excessive alignment
with the United States and
advocating for an indepen-
dent foreign policy approach.
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India and Tanzania took stock
of their bilateral Defence ties

including collaboration to
enhance security in the Indian
Ocean region during two-day
talks ending Thursday in
Arusha, Tanzania.  These issues
were discussed in the second
edition of Joint Defence
Cooperation Committee
(JDCC) meeting between the
two countries.

Giving details of the meet-
ing, defence ministry officials
said here, the two sides dis-
cussed a wide range of oppor-
tunities for collaboration with
a view to enhancing security in
the Indian Ocean Region.

The Indian delegation
highlighted the growing
prowess of the Indian Defence
manufacturing to export to
friendly countries. A five-year
roadmap for defence coopera-

tion was also agreed to between
the two sides, which covers ini-
tiatives ranging from cus-
tomised training and capacity
building to maritime coopera-
tion, infrastructure building
and collaboration in defence
equipment and technology.

Representatives from
Defence Public Sector
Undertakings(PSU)also accom-
panied the Indian delegation.
They held extensive meetings
with the stakeholders from the
Tanzanian Forces on the side-
lines of the JDCC meeting.

The Indian delegation, led

by Joint Secretary Amitabh
Prasad, included senior officials
from Ministry of Defence and
the Armed Forces. High
Commissioner of India to
Tanzania Binay S Pradhan also
attended the meeting.

India shares close, warm
and friendly relations with
Tanzania which is bolstered by
robust capacity building and
avenues for development part-
nership. The visit of the Indian
delegation for the JDCC meet-
ing is expected to further
strengthen defence relations
with Tanzania.
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India and the Philippines on
Thursday reviewed the entire

gamut of their bilateral ties
during talks here between
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and Foreign
Sectretary Enrique A Manalo
with special focus on defence,
maritime security, counter-
terrorism and transnational
crimes.

Giving details of the par-
leys, Jaishankar also said “our
growing economic ties, includ-
ing trade and investments;
development cooperation;
health and pharma, tourism,
air services, agriculture, fin-
tech, science and technology
and space cooperation,” also
figured.

The two sides noted the
importance of greater people to
people ties, specifically in
tourism and education sectors,
he said adding India and the
Philippines recognized our
strong collaboration in ASEAN
and in multilateral forums. As
Indo-Pacific countries, under-
lined our strong convergence
on key issues,” the external
affairs minister said.

In a tweet after the talks,
Jaishankar said “Just conclud-
ed a productive and compre-
hensive meeting of the 5th
India-Philippines Joint
Commission on Bilateral
Cooperation with Enrique A
Manalo, Secretary for Foreign
Affairs of the Philippines. Our
talks covered enhancing con-
tacts and broadening cooper-
ation as we head towards the
75th anniversary of our diplo-
matic ties...”

Earlier in his opening
remarks, Jaishankar said the
domestic agenda of both coun-
tries is focused on inclusion
and empowerment, that busi-
ness to business is the pathway
of going forward, the impor-
tance of our defence coopera-
tion, the need to stabilise the

Indo-pacific, the importance of
respecting rule of law and
promoting inclusive multilat-
eralism…’and the fact that we
are both democratic Asian
Republics. I think all these
messages resonate very strong-
ly with us.”

He also said “from our per-
spective, we have of course
been very keen to engage your
Government and I know
Prime Minister and President
Marcos had a telephonic talk
last year.”

The visiting Foreign
Secretary announced that his
country has ratified the updat-
ed Air Services Agreement
with India. Asserting that India
is a priority partner of the
Philippines in science and
technology, including space
cooperation, Manalo said he
hoped that the two countries
can extend it further.
Jaishankar and Manalo had last
met in Cambodia on the side-
lines of the ASEAN summit, in
November last year.

During the delegation-
level talks, Jaishankar under-
lined the need  to stabilize the
Indo-Pacific and the impor-
tance of the rule of law and
promoting inclusive multilat-
eralism.

In his address, Manalo
thanked Jaishankar and the
Government of India for the
warm hospitality and welcome
accorded to him and his dele-
gation. The Philippines
Foreign Secretary also noted
the various areas of coopera-

tion with India. “We attach
great importance to our rela-
tionship with India. Since the
first JCBC, a number of key
areas of cooperation have
already been discussed and in
fact, action is taken, and we
hope that we can extend it fur-
ther to our discussions today.

India is a priority partner
of the Philippines in science
and technology, including
space cooperation. Areas coop-
eration and trade and invest-
ment, defence, health, medi-
cine, agriculture, tourism,
financial, technology, just to
name some,” he said.

Manalo also said India
was ranked as the Philippines’
15th trading partner and that
the two countries are working
further to cement these ties.

In a lecture on Wednesday
here, Manalo had said his
country wants to develop a
“very robust” defence part-
nership with India and is look-
ing forward to procuring mil-
itary hardware from it. 

The defence and security
ties between India and the
Philippines are on an upswing.
In January last year, the
Philippines concluded a USD
375 million deal with India for
the procurement of three bat-
teries of the BrahMos cruise
missile.

A Joint statement issued
after the talks said both
Ministers committed to devel-
op mutually supportive
approaches to regional and
international developments.
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Union minister Anurag
Thakur on Thursday

alleged that Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s programmes
abroad are organised by “anti-
India forces” which run an
agenda against the country.

Gandhi and the Congress
party should tell the nation as
to why such elements are “asso-
ciated” with them, the senior
BJP leader told reporters here.

There was no immediate
reaction from the Congress.

Thakur was interacting
with reporters on the sidelines
of the BJP’s outreach cam-
paign ‘Sampark se Samarthan’
to mark nine years of the Modi

government.
“Thinking of Congress gets

evident when Rahul Gandhi
visits abroad, and with whose
support his programmes are
organised. People whose names
are associated with organisa-
tions who run an agenda

against India. And, who fund
them, who talk of breaking
India, who funds those cam-
paigns,” the information and
broadcasting minister alleged.

Shaheen Bagh matter’s
funding was done, funding is
done for “those who spew

venom against India”, Thakur
claimed.

And, Rahul Gandhi’s pro-
grammes abroad are organised
by those “who get direct or
indirect funding and support
from those (elements),” he said.

“Those who praise
Pakistan, and run an agenda
against the country, support
Rahul Gandhi and organise his
programmes,” the minister
alleged.

“So, my question is to
Rahul Gandhi and Congress
party that “what kind of help-
lessness is there that they have
to get support and assistance
from anti-India forces...Have to
accept their invitations and on
their forum, Rahul Gandhi

raises his voice against the
country,” Thakur charged.

So, those who talk of
“breaking the country, in and
out of India, to get into power”,
and those who run an agenda
against the country, Rahul
Gandhi is “with them...He will
have to answer to the nation,”
the BJP leader said.

The BJP has often been
critical of statements made by
Gandhi during programmes
held in foreign countries.

“These anti-India
forces...Why are they associat-
ed with Congress and Rahul
Gandhi, and what is their agen-
da, clarify to the nation,” he
asked.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has taken

over the probe into an IED
explosion on a bridge in
Bishnupur district of Manipur
earlier this month in which at
least three persons were injured.

The NIA has registered the
case under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
including criminal conspiracy,
attempt to murder, dacoity,
waging war against the
Government of India, unlawful
assembly, causing hurt by dan-
gerous weapons, intentional
insult, criminal intimidation
and mischief. In its FIR, the NIA
has also slapped provisions of
the Explosives Substances Act
and Prevention of Damage to
Public Property Act.

A bomb blast took place on
June 21 over a bridge adjoining
the area of Phougachao Ikhai
Awang Leikai and Kwakta along
Tiddim road in Bishnupur dis-

trict of Manipur.
According to the FIR, the

IED was placed inside a
Mahindra Scorpio vehicle
parked on the bridge by some
unknown miscreants suspected
to be militants.

As a result of this explosion,
part of the bridge was damaged
on the western side. Three per-
sons were injured and few hous-
es were damaged due to the
impact of the blast.

The NIA took over the case
following a notification from the
Union Home Ministry.

The incident took place
even as the State is on the boil
and facing ethnic strife for over
a month.
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Senior Congress MP and party's Bengal
president Adhir Chowdhury has alleged
that the Trinamool Congress in con-

nivance with the State Government is print-
ing duplicate ballot papers — from the same
printing presses where the Election
Commission is printing the ballot papers for
panchayat elections — so that they can be
exchanged with the real ones ,post panchay-
at polls while in the process of being trans-
ported from the booths to the strongrooms.

"We have definite reports that ballot
papers are being printed in duplicates … they
are printing double ballot papers so that they
can be swapped with the original ones after
the elections and while being transported to
the strong rooms," Chowdhury said, adding
how three officials who had not heeded the
orders from the superior authorities had been
shunted out.

"The TMC knows that they are going to
fare very badly in the panchayat elections
which is why they have started to terrorise the
people … first they got a stooge of an Election
Commissioner appointed who is acting at the
behest of Mamata Banerjee … then they ter-
rorized the opposition against filing nomina-
tions and till now have won more than 12 per-
cent of the seats uncontested … then they are
taking this third measure to exchange the real
ballot papers while enroute to the strong-
rooms with the duplicate ones that would be
pre-stamped in favor of the TMC candidates,"
Chowdhury said adding his party would take
all possible steps to stop this.

"Three district level officials from Purulia

who were in charge of the printing process
have been shunted out … they had refused
to hand-over the keys were the ballot papers
are being stored … we will soon come out
with concrete proof of what happened and
move the High Court if required," Nepal
Mahato a former Congress MLA and PCC
member complained.

While the TMC leadership rejected
Chowdhury's claims, Bengal Opposition
Leader Suvendu Adhikari too confirmed such
reports saying "I have been told about dou-
ble ballot papers being printed … and we are
keeping a close watch on this … we will ask
our party men to keep a close vigil while the
papers are being transported from the booths
… I will ask them to follow the transport vans
and remain awake through the day and night
keeping vigil on the strong-rooms."

He further advised the BJP men to
destroy the ballot boxes if they were looted
from the booths by the TMC goons.

CPI(M) State secretary Md Salim too said
that his party cadres have been alerted about
the ballot boxes. "We have asked our com-
rades to keep a strict vigil … the TMC has
lost support bases in large parts … so they
will this time rely on their musclemen and
loot the ballot papers … but we will not allow
this to happen this time round."

TMC however, rejected Chowdhury's
claim saying this was one way of conceding
defeat. "They know that they will lose the elec-
tions and so they are giving excuses," said
TMC MP Shantanu Sen adding "let Adhir
Chowdhury prove his claim … but if he fails
the TMC will take him to task … he will have
to face legal consequences for this."
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In yet another suspected panchay-
at poll-related murder a booth-

level BJP leader at Balpai village of
Sabang in West Midnapore district
was on Thursday found hanging at
his residence. The BJP worker who
earlier received threats from the local
Trinamool Congress men who asked
him not to campaign in the elections
had been missing since the past cou-
ple of days, sources said. This was the
12th death since panchayat elections
were declared about 20 days ago.

Local police officials said that the
body of Dipak Samanta, 35, the
booth president of BJP was found
hanging from the ceiling of his res-
idence. "He is a BJP member … we
are investigating the matter," a senior
police officer said, adding murder
angle was not being ruled out.

Samanta's wife told the media
that his husband paid the price of not
surrendering to the TMC and not
joining their side. Alleging that the
family had earlier received a white
saree and some sweets and flowers
— things that are given to widows
after the death of their husbands —
from unknown senders his wife said
that his husband had refused to with-
draw from the campaign.

Tanmoy Das, a BJP leader from
Ghatal, a local sub-divisional town,
said the family had lodged a com-
plaint with the police about the inci-
dent but no action was taken. A
TMC man named MK Maiti was
issuing threats to him regularly,
family members were quoted as say-
ing.

The local TMC goons had
socially ostracized Samanta in order
to put pressure on him for changing
sides. "After 2021 Assembly elections
they had even captured his lands …
the TMC men were cultivating his
lands as a punishment for working
for the BJP … and this time they
started issuing life threats to him and
finally killed him," the BJP leader
said. "They had reported to the police
about the white a saree being sent to
them and about the regular threats
he was receiving to either leave pol-
itics or join the TMC … but the
police would not take any action," he
said, demanding a CBI investigation
into the murder. In the past several
years about half-a-dozen BJP lead-
ers have hung to death.

State BJP leader and former
West Midnapore police SP Bharati
Ghosh who rushed to the spot said
"the police know the murderers but
they will do nothing to them,"
adding "it is a clear case of cold-
blooded murder and the BJP will not
sit quite until the guilty are brought
to book." TMC leadership however
denied any link with the murder. Ajit
Maiti a senior district level TMC
leader said "the TMC is in no way
connected to the death."
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DMK President and Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K

Stalin on Thursday lashed out at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for seeking to implement the
Uniform Civil Code.

Referring to Modi's remarks
on the UCC, Stalin blamed him
for attempting to completely 'dis-
rupt the law and order situation'
and cause 'religious violence.'
"Our Modi says that there
should not be two types of laws
in a country."

The Prime Minister was
hence thinking of winning the
2024 Lok Sabha polls by fanning
communal sentiments and cre-
ating confusion in the country,
the DMK chief alleged.

"I am telling you categorical-
ly, people are ready to teach a fit-
ting lesson to the BJP in the
upcoming LS polls; you (people)
should be prepared and be res-
olute (to trounce the BJP at the
hustings)," he said.  The recent
meeting of Opposition leaders in
Patna to defeat the BJP in the LS
polls has caused fear to Modi. 

Stalin hit out at Modi for not
visiting the strife-torn Manipur,
which is ruled by the BJP.
"Manipur is burning for the past
50 days and 150 people have so
far been killed. Thousands have
fled the state. So far, the PM has
not visited the state. Amit Shah
held an all-party meeting only
after 50 days," he said. Such was
the deplorable state of gover-
nance of the Union government
helmed by the Saffron party.
When this was the case, Modi
has commented on UCC imple-
mentation. 

Recalling his incarceration
during the infamous Emer-
gency (1975-77), he said, 'this is
history, many people do not
understand this history; when

even Prime Minister Modi does
not know it, what could I say? In
sync with DMK tradition, Stalin
described his party as a 'family,'
and hit back at the BJP for hurl-
ing the accusation of family pol-
itics. 

The Chief Minister said
Modi has accused "us of doing
family politics, true, this is fam-
ily politics; DMK is comprised
of families and I am thanking
him for mentioning that." 

The party founder CN
Annadurai addressed cadres as
'Thambi' (younger brother) and
late party patriarch M
Karunanidhi addressed party
workers and the people as
'Udanpirappe' (brothers/sisters).
Kalaignar (Karunanidhi) used to
invite cadres to take part with
their families in party confer-
ences and demonstrations and
this was the practice of the
Dravidian movement. Such was
the DMK's tradition of bonding
as a family and hence,' this is as
such family politics.'

Stalin said Modi had made
a mention that a vote for DMK
would only lead to the growth
of Karunanidhi's family. "Yes,
Karunanidhi's family is Tamil
Nadu and the Tamil people."
Karunanidhi considered every-
one jailed during the Emergency
as his children. Hence, the PM's
family politics remark matched

with that of the party's tradition
of standing together as a fami-
ly. For the past 50 years, the
Dravidian movement is ruling
Tamil Nadu. "My appeal is that
the PM should talk after evalu-
ating the growth Tamil Nadu has
attained in the past 50 years."

The CM said Karunanidhi
(1924-2018) was the architect of
modern Tamil Nadu and his
birth centenary (2023-24) was
being celebrated now.
Underscoring the late leader's
'list of achievements,' he said the
incumbent DMK regime was
following Karunanidhi's foot-
steps and provided to people the
social justice-led Dravidian
model of good governance. 

"This is your government
(TN state government), this is
the Dravidian model of gover-
nance," he said and reiterated
that all assurances made to the
people by the DMK ahead of the
2021 Assembly election were
being fulfilled.

People voted DMK to
power in the state in 2021 and
similarly they should get ready
to usher in a regime at the
Centre in 2024 that would be
secular and one that provided
due rights to the states.  Stalin
made the remarks here in his
address while presiding over the
wedding of the grand-daughter
of a veteran party office-bearer. 
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Union Home Minister and
senior BJP leader Amit

Shah on Thursday accused
opposition leaders, who had
attended the June 23 meeting in
Patna, of being involved in
scams worth over Rs 20 lakh
crore.

Taking on Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar who
organised the meeting, Shah said
the people of the state will give
a "befitting reply to corrupt
leaders" in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.

While addressing a mega
rally at Lakhisarai in Munger
parliamentary constituency,
organised by his party BJP, the
union home minister claimed
that all attempts of the Congress
to project Rahul Gandhi as a
mass leader have "failed".

"Bihar has always raised its
voice against corruption.
Opposition leaders who attend-
ed the June 23 meeting in Patna
are involved in scams worth over
Rs 20 lakh crore…Bihar will give
a befitting reply to corrupt lead-
ers in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls,"
Shah said.

The union home minister
visited Bihar for the first time
after the meeting of opposition
leaders in Patna last week.

Previously, Shah had visited
the state nearly three months
ago. 

In a reference to Kumar
who dumped the BJP last year
to form the 'Mahagathbandhan'
government in the state, Shah
said leaders who ditched the

National Democratic Alliance
must be "punished".

He also questioned the chief
minister's track record and
asked, "Nitish Babu must explain
what he has done for Bihar".

"Paltu Babu Nitish Kumar
was asking what BJP has done
in the last nine years (of the
NDA government at the
Centre)...Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ji has done a lot
for the overall growth of the
country... Nitish always changes
his alliance partners and is sim-
ply misleading (RJD chief) Lalu
ji. He is not trustworthy," Shah
alleged.

"The Congress has been
trying to launch Rahul Gandhi
for the last 20 years. But they
failed…. Electorates have full
faith in Modi ji," the union home
minister said.  Shah also alleged
that the law and order situation

has been "worsening by the day
under the 'Mahagathbandhan'
government in the state.

On the other hand, the
union home minister claimed
that the state has witnessed sev-
eral major infrastructure pro-
jects, including medical col-
leges, expressways, bridges, new
railway tracks, 130 MW thermal
power plant, during the nine
years of the NDA rule at the
Centre. Earlier in the day, senior
BJP leaders, including the party's
state unit president Samrat
Choudhary, and union ministers
from Bihar welcomed Shah at
the airport here.

Shah took a helicopter to
reach Lakhisarai to address the
rally. The Munger Lok Sabha
constituency is currently held by
Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias 'Lalan',
the national president of
Kumar's JD(U).

����� ��7��

Ahead of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's visit to

Lakhisarai on Thursday, Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
said everybody is free to visit the
state. Shah's visit to the state later
during the day will be the first
by any top BJP leader after the
June 23 meeting here of oppo-
sition parties which was held to
discuss and chart out a path
ahead of the 2024 general elec-
tion. 

Kumar, who was speaking
to reporters here, however, evad-
ed questions on the Modi gov-

ernment's strong pitch for the
Uniform Civil Code.

"Everyone is free to come
here. Everyone has the right to
visit Bihar," the chief minister
said to questions on Shah's pro-
posed visit to Lakhisarai later in
the day. Asked for his comment
on the Opposition parties' meet-
ing here, which was hosted by
him, Kumar said, "The meeting
is over … We will speak later on
this".

Shah is slated to arrive at the
Jay Prakash Narayan Inter-
national Airport here this after-
noon and leave for Lakhisarai in
Munger district, about 150 km

away, in a helicopter. He will
address a mega rally at
Lakhisarai. He will be received
by senior BJP leaders, including
the state party president Samrat
Choudhary and union ministers
from Bihar.

Shah will also offer prayers
at Ashok Dham, a famous shrine

dedicated to Lord Shiva and
Goddess Parvati, before address-
ing a public meeting there.

Shah had last visited the
state nearly three months ago.

Meanwhile, ahead of his
visit to Lakhisarai, supporters of
the ruling Mahagathbandhan
parties and the opposition BJP
have put up posters near the air-
port and at several locations in
Patna. Those put up by support-
ers of the Grand Alliance gov-
ernment criticised the BJP lead-
ership for violence in Manipur
and misuse of central agencies
- the CBI, ED and the Income
Tax department.

Some of the posters put up
by the ruling alliance ques-
tioned the alleged silence of BJP
leaders in the matter of wrestlers
protesting against the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI). 

On the other hand, BJP sup-
porters have put up posters
slamming the opposition unity
against it.

Reacting to the poster war,
spokesperson Neeraj Kumar of
the ruling JD (U), told PTI "The
party has nothing to do with
these posters. The concept and
ideas for them were created by
party workers and they have put
posters in the city". 
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The High Court of Karnataka
has rejected two petitions

filed by the alleged "bribe givers"
in the Mysore Sandal scam,
saying it is high time the men-
ace of corruption is plugged and
nipped in the bud "by making
the bribe giver susceptible for
such prosecution, like the bribe
taker".

Justice M Nagaprasanna, in
his judgement dated June 26,
rejected a petition filed by
Kailash S Raj, Vinay S Raj and
Chetan Marlecha, the owners of
Ms Karnataka Aromas Com-
pany, and another petition by
Albert Nicolas and Gangadhar,
who were found with cash of Rs

45 lakh each in the office of
Prashanth Kumar MV, the then
finance adviser and chief con-
troller of accounts in BWSSB.
Prashanth is the son of Madal
Virupakshappa, the then BJP
MLA and chairman of
Karnataka Soaps and Deter-
gents Limited, the manufactur-
er of Mysore Sandal soap. After
a complaint against
Virupakshappa, the Lokayukta
police raided the office of his son

Prashanth. Albert Nicolas and
Gangadhar were found in the
office of Prashanth carrying the
cash. A separate complaint was
filed in which these two along
with the three owners of the
Karnataka Aromas Company
were made the accused. It was
this case that the five of them
had challenged in two separate
petitions. 

The money seized is
claimed to be the bribe alleged-
ly being paid to Virupakshappa
through his son Prashanth. The
HC rejected their plea for quash-
ing the case quoting US philoso-
pher Ayn Rand, "When the law
no longer protects you from the
corrupt, but protects the corrupt
from you, you know the nation

is doomed."The high court said
investigation was necessary to
find out why the two were car-
rying the cash. "As observed
hereinabove, this is a picture in
a picture. Accused Number 2
and 3 in the case at hand were
caught at the time when the
search was conducted in con-
nection with Crime No. 13 of
2023," it said.

"They were admittedly
caught holding two bags of cash
of Rs 45 lakh each and were sit-
ting in the personal office of
accused No. 1, son of the
Chairman of Karnataka Soaps
and Detergents Limited and
they are the office bearers of
Karnataka Aromas Company, a
commercial organization.
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BJP's Chhattisgarh unit chief
Arun Sao on Wednesday

termed state minister T S Singh
Deo's appointment as the state
deputy chief minister as his
insult, and said the decision will
not save the Congress from
being defeated in the upcoming
assembly elections in the state.
Talking to reporters, Sao said,
the move is just an attempt to
settle differences within the rul-
ing party in the state. 

The Congress — the ruling
party in Chhattisgarh — said in
a statement on Wednesday night
that party president Mallikarjun
Kharge has approved the pro-
posal to appoint Singh Deo as
the deputy chief minister in
Chhattisgarh. When asked about
the development, Sao told
reporters in Bilaspur, "Congress
party does not have the right to
appoint a deputy CM. 

It is the right of the CM and
Governor." "The other thing is
that the Congress party, which
had promised Singh Deo to
make him CM for two-and-a-
half-years, has done injustice to
him by making him deputy
CM for just four months. It is an
insult to Singh Deo ji," he said. 

����� �����

The Nationalist Congress Party on Thursday
accused Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister

Devendra Fadnavis of trying to garner public-
ity by "misusing" NCP president Sharad Pawar's
name to outshine CM Eknath Shinde.

Bharatiya Janata Party leader Fadnavis in an
interview to a TV channel recently claimed
Pawar agreed to form government with the BJP
in 2019 and then backed off after three-four days.

Reacting to the deputy CM's claim, NCP
national spokesperson Clyde Crasto in a state-
ment said, "After being subdued by Eknath
Shinde in advertisements in the past few days,
Devendra Fadnavis is now trying to garner pub-
licity on his own, he is therefore misusing the
name of Sharad Pawar in interviews, to gain free
publicity and outshine Eknath Shinde."

After the 2019 Assembly elections in
Maharashtra, the Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena (then undivided) snapped ties with long-
term ally BJP over the issue of sharing the chief
ministerial post. Later, Fadnavis was sworn in
as the chief minister and NCP leader Ajit Pawar

as his deputy in a hush-hush early morning cer-
emony at the Raj Bhawan, but the government
lasted only 80 hours. Thackeray subsequently
tied-up with the NCP and the Congress to form
the Maha Vikas Aghadi government (MVA) in
the state.

In June last year, Shinde led a revolt against
the Shiv Sena leadership, leading to a split in the
party and collapse of the MVA government. On
June 30, 2022, Shinde was sworn in as the CM
with Fadnavis as his deputy.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday slam-

med Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi over his "market of ha-
te" remarks, saying his so-called
"shop of love" was not needed.

Addressing a "Gauravshali
Bharat" rally on the completion
of nine years of the Narendra
Modi government at the Centre,
he said the country's stature rose
under the leadership of the
Prime Minister.

The defence minister said
several schemes which could
never be imagined earlier were
introduced by the PM. "But
what is happening with our
Congress people? Their one

leader and that neta ji — wher-
ever he goes he says there is a
'nafrat ka bazaar' (market of
hate) there and he has come
there to open a 'mohabbat ki
dukan' (shop of love)." Singh did
not name Gandhi but was tak-
ing a dig at him over the phrase

used by the opposition leader.
Particularly during his "Bharat
Jodo Yatra", Gandhi had accused
the ruling BJP of spreading
hatred. 

He said he wanted to open
a "shop of love" in the "market
of hatred". "I want to ask you if
there is any 'nafrat ka bazaar" in
Haryana," he said, adding there
no scope for the Congress
leader's 'mohabbat ki dukan'
(shop of love). "Where is the
hate," Singh asked.

The minister said when
India addressed international
forums earlier people didn't
take it seriously as they consid-
ered it a "weak" country and the
land of the poor. "Today when
India speaks anything on inter-
national platforms, people lis-

ten." 
Whatever the BJP promised

in its election manifestos, it
delivered, he said, referring to
the Ram temple in Ayodhya and
the abrogation of Article 370 on
special status for Jammu and
Kashmir. Singh asked whether
the prime minister thought
about the caste or religion of the
beneficiaries when toilets are
built for them.

"Has there been any dis-
crimination against anyone?"
he said. He made a similar
point about the distribution of
money to farmers under the
Kisan Samman Nidhi. "They are
uttering nonsense out of frustra-
tion, to unnecessarily mislead
people," he said, attacking the
Congress.
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Generative Artificial
Intelligence has been
gaining a lot of popu-

larity lately. And social media
platforms are singing the
songs of its glory. The
unchecked power to create,
predict, and adapt generative
AI transforms how we work
across industries. From enter-
tainment to news and adver-
tising, no one is taking a back
seat when experimenting
with generative AI to see
how it can make traditional
and monotonous practices
more efficient. As new gener-
ative AI technologies come
into the picture, we will not
only see content that’s engag-
ing but also personalized and
dynamic. 

Generative AI is step-
ping into many shoes in the
entertainment industry –
from scriptwriters to
Voiceover artists. AI algo-
rithms are trained on a vast
database of information, and
based on their analysis, they
can create new and original
narratives. This gives a great
head start to the creative
process, laying out a myriad
of stories on the table. In addi-
tion, AI is bringing unprece-
dented changes to the music
industry. Generative AI can

recognize patterns and trends
from the past and compose
new songs that appeal to the
listeners. People have also
been creating virtual per-
formers on social media using
AI, which significantly boosts
their user engagement.

AI is also taking centre
stage when it comes to news.
Generative Artificial
Intelligence is enabling effi-
cient delivery and consump-
tion of news. Automated
news writing and reporting
will become more popular,
disseminating news quickly
and accurately, primarily dur-
ing time-sensitive circum-
stances. Generative AI goes a
long way in mapping out the
way forward, given its ability
to analyse huge chunks of

data and recognise trends,
which will help journalists
make more insightful and
comprehensive news stories.
AI could also give the news
industry an upper hand in
tackling the spread of fake
news by identifying discrep-
ancies in the news, thereby
shaping a credible new
ecosystem on social media. 

Artificial intelligence in
the advertising sector is
exploring new ways to
engage with consumers.
With the help of generative
AI, marketers are working on
ways to make the whole con-
sumer experience more per-
sonalized based on user
behaviour and preferences.
Deploying AI-driven, cus-
tomized experiences for cus-

tomers could result in
increased engagement rates.
Recently, Google announced
AI integration within Google
Ads, which will simplify cre-
ating ad campaigns for
advertisers. In addition, AI
significantly pushes pro-
grammatic advertising by
introducing automated, real-
time bidding that will further
optimise ad spend and
ensure precise targeting to
maximize impact. 

Generative AI has creat-
ed a new wave of innovation
and creativity across enter-
tainment, news and advertis-
ing. AI will be at the core of
creating personalized con-
tent for your target audience.
With generative AI changing
our world in ways we could
have never imagined, it’s cru-
cial to ensure mindful use of
this technology to make the
most in the era of digital expe-
rience. 

Generative AI has also
raised concerns about priva-
cy, authenticity and misinfor-
mation. Marketers must
maintain ethical standards
while leveraging generative AI
for innovation and creativity. 

(The writer is(The writer
is founder and CEO,

iCubesWire) 
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sought suggestions from the people on
this code. There are different laws of mar-
riage, divorce, property division, adop-
tion and succession in different commu-
nities of society. There are other beliefs
and when these matters reach the courts,
it takes a long time for the courts to give
justice because of the diversity and
complexity of their rules and regulations,
due to which the matter of uniform civil
code has been raised by many forums of
the country. 
The code is the demand of the present
time, but it will not be appropriate to
implement it in a hurry just as an elec-
tion agenda, because this country is full
of diversity, every class, community and
state has its own identity, taking them all
into confidence. No one's faith should be
hurt. A best and unanimous draft should
be prepared in which everyone's senti-
ments are respected, only then Uniform
Civil Code can be properly implement-
ed in the whole country. During the
Shahbano case, the Supreme Court had
said about this code. Its main purpose is
to remove discrimination in the coun-
try and to implement uniform laws in
every section of society. Goa is the first
state where Uniform Civil Code is

applicable, that too without any dispute,
then what is the problem in implement-
ing it in other parts of the country? 

Devanand Roy | Delhi 
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Sir — In a move to cut the finance of
the dreaded Wagner paramilitary group
the US govt has rightfully imposed sanc-
tions on the gold and diamond business
of the Russian organization which is
sending thousands of troops into the
war zone. 
The sanctions have targeted four major
companies working in the Central
African Republic. The United Arab
Emirates, Mali and Russia are well
connected with the group's founder
Yevzeny Prigozhin. Recent investigation
has shown evidence in favour of the
group's expanding gold and diamond
business jinis. The group has plans to
invest illicit money to contribute to con-
flict and Chaos across the globe. Thus
this timely move may stop adding fuel
to the fire 

Arka Goswami  | Durgapur 
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Sir — In nine years of rule it said that our
PM has taken one or two press confer-
ences. Opposition leaders say that he is
afraid to face the press, he is afraid of
being asked uncomfortable questions.
Yes, the PM has lots of questions to
answer and somebody needs to put
those questions on him.  In the PM's visit
to America, the Wall Street Journal jour-
nalist Sabrina Siddique was picked from
the American side to pose questions to
our PM. Then Sabrina asked the question
to the PM on alleged discrimination of
Minorities in India. The PM responded
positively and answered the question and
talked about democracy in India. But
Sabrina's question has created a domes-
tic political backlash in India. 
Sabrina Siddique has been subjected to
online trolling, harassment and Twitter
abuses for questioning PM Modi, with
many highlighting her Pakistan connec-
tions and her Muslim faith. Many labelled
her as the daughter of " Pakistani" par-
ents and accessed her as echoing the claim
of Islamists. The tool kit of BJP labelled
her as " Prestitutes". The White House
swiftly condemned the harassment of
their journalist. America said that Sabrina
Siddique is a respectable journalist and
she is known for her integrity and unbi-
ased reporting. America is indeed a great
country because there is freedom of the
press in that country and it is proven that
it respects their journalists.  

Zeeshaan |Kazipet
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Sir — Once again there is talk of the
Uniform Civil Code, which should have
been done according to law earlier, now
the struggle is on for that. But in fact, the
situation is that there should be such a
law in the country. Many times the courts
and the commission have also made it
clear that two different types of laws in
a country lead to many legal hurdles, due
to which it takes a long time to get jus-
tice. It also creates discrimination in soci-
ety. Recently, the Law Commission has
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sociologist Joseph Ernest
Renan believed that a nation’s
total soul had to be one for it
to be happy and remain unit-
ed. The phenomenon to be
compared with is the Hindu
belief, that the Divine or the
Paramatma is the total soul of
all living beings. Those whose
individual souls are not in tune
with the rest of the nation are
detached from this nation-
hood, no matter where they
reside. Religion is not crucial
to the sense of the nation; what
matters is one’s attitude.

Had Obama’s soul been
wholly in tune with the univer-
sal, his utterance would not
have occurred just when his
entire country was celebrating
a hugely successful visit by
India’s Prime Minister. He
would have also worried about
the minorities in Pakistan,
Bangladesh et al. The former
American President’s utter-
ance has only irritated the
majority in India and possibly
harmed the minority interests.
The world at large could not
care less.

Pakistan’s founder Qaid-e-
Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah
had said: “The problem in
India is not that of an inter-
communal character but man-
ifestly of an international one,
and must be treated as such. So
long as this basic truth is not

realized, any constitution that
may be built will result in dis-
aster and will prove destructive
and harmful not only to the
Muslims but also to the British
and Hindus. It is a dream that
the Hindus and Muslims can
ever evolve into a common
nationality. This notion of one
Indian nation has gone far
beyond the limits and is the
cause of most of our troubles
and will lead India to destruc-
tion if we fail to revise this mis-
conception in time. 

The Hindus and Muslims
have different religious
philosophies, social customs
and literature. They neither
intermarry nor interdine and,
indeed, they belong to two dif-
ferent civilizations which are
based mainly on conflicting
ideas and conceptions. Their
views on life and of life are dif-
ferent. It is also quite clear that
Hindus and Muslims derive
their inspiration from different
sources of history. They have
different epics and different
heroes in different episodes.
Very often the hero of one is
a foe of the other and likewise,
their victories and defeats
overlap. To yoke together two
such nations under a single
state, one a numerical minor-
ity and the other a majority
must lead to growing discon-
tent and the final destruction

of any fabric that may be so
built up for the government of
such a state”.

The Partition of India
made Hindus believe that
Pakistan was for Muslims and
Hindustan was for Hindus
and others. When they woke
up after Partition they were
surprised to see the Muslims
largely where they were,
whereas new Hindus had
arrived in hundreds of thou-
sands. Hindus felt that their
leaders, Hindu or Muslim,
had deceived them. Over the
decades, people forgot this
historical experience. Why on
earth is Obama trying to open
these wounds all over again?

From the USA, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi visit-
ed Egypt. There, the grand
mufti of Cairo as well as the
Indian Bohra Muslim commu-
nity resident in Egypt tried to
do the opposite, though there
was very little time to do so.
Sadly, Barack Obama, despite
his elevation to the world’s
highest political office of the
world’s leading nation, has
shown himself to be unequal to
the responsibility of rising to
genuine global statesmanship.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a

former member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed

are personal)
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When Manmohan
Singh was Prime
Minister, he
r e p e a t e d l y
d e c l a r e d

“Muslims First”, “15 per cent of
the country’s resources should be
earmarked for the Muslims”, etc.
For some leaders around the
world, this has become the start-
ing point for understanding India.
Former US President Barack
Obama has been one of those
individuals who has picked up
this delusional understanding of
India. Nonetheless, it seems to
have crystallized into his opinion
of what India is.

Barouk or Barack was the
horse that carried the Holy
Prophet to heaven from
Jerusalem and also brought him
back. Husein was the brother of
al Hasan, the Prophet’s grandson
who was in line to become the
fifth Caliph. These holy names
were given to Obama though his
mother had him baptized in a
church. A special corner of his
heart naturally beats for the
denizens of the ummah.

After Pakistan’s breakup in
1971, Obama seems concerned
that India too should not “fall
apart”, in his terminology. He
might not be aware that India was
partitioned in 1947; he was not
born then. If fact, most people
today would be unfamiliar with
the history of how Pakistan and
Bangladesh have treated the
Hindus, where, from previously
being one-third of the population
in 1947 they have been reduced
to minuscule percentages through
persecution, ethnic cleansing and
expulsion.

Pakistan’s founder
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and his
senior colleagues wanted an
exchange of populations on the
lines of what had taken place
between the Christians and
Muslims of Greece and Turkey
respectively, under the auspices of
the League of Nations, the prede-
cessor of today’s United Nations
Organization (UNO). But India’s
then-political leaders rejected
this proposal, as a result of which
India today has some 18 per cent
Muslims in its total population.

Islamic countries, like, for
example, Turkey, could hardly
believe that these Indian leaders
could be so gullible. The great
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The writer is the
Director of Federation

of Indian Animal
Protection

Organisations (FIAPO)

The contentious issue of animal
sacrifice as a hot topic in
public discourse never dies. Its
recurrence prompts us to
reflect on the ethical implica-

tions surrounding the ritualistic practice
of animal sacrifice. While such reflection
is valuable, it is critical to not restrict this
conversation to any specific religious
observance. In our pursuit of cultivating
a society grounded in compassion and
justice, we should boldly question and
challenge all forms of animal sacrifice,
transcending religious demarcations.

The topic of animal sacrifice should
not be confined solely to the discourse
surrounding Eid al-Adha. This practice
possesses deep historical and religious
foundations that stretch across a myri-
ad of religious traditions, encompassing
Hinduism and Judaism, certain
Christian denominations, and myriad
indigenous belief systems worldwide. A
2015 study on animal sacrifice in con-
temporary Hindu rituals estimated that
millions of animals are sacrificed each
year in India and Nepal alone during fes-
tivals like Gadhimai or Navaratri. By
channelling the debate onto a single reli-
gious community during the period of
Eid, we inadvertently run the risk of pro-
moting a skewed narrative. Not only is
this unfair, but it also hinders our
broader goal of acknowledging the
inherent worth of animals and opposing
the practice of sacrifice, irrespective of
the religious context in which it occurs.

There are pressing concerns regard-
ing the congruence of this practice with
our rapidly evolving understanding of
animal sentience and rights. Numerous
scientific studies have affirmed the

complex emotional lives and cog-
nitive abilities of animals, height-
ening the ethical stakes of our
treatment towards them. The
distress and pain endured by the
animals involved in the sacrificial
process cannot be overlooked or
minimized. While proponents of
these practices might argue in
favour of tradition and religious
liberty, these considerations must
be weighed against the burgeon-
ing global consensus on the
imperative of animal welfare and
sentience. 

To effectively address the
concerns related to animal sacri-
fice, it is important to broaden
our perspective beyond Eid al-
Adha and instigate a comprehen-
sive conversation that poses chal-
lenging questions to all religious
communities. It becomes our
shared responsibility to stimulate
critical introspection and poten-
tial revaluation of age-old prac-
tices that encompass the ritualis-
tic slaughter of animals. Such an
approach facilitates fairness, intel-
lectual sincerity, and respect for
all religious traditions while
simultaneously advocating for
more compassionate and ethical
treatment of animals. It is our col-
lective obligation to work towards
creating a world where justice and
respect for life extend to all
beings, transcending the barriers
of religion, culture, and tradition.

Indeed, when the conversa-
tion around animal sacrifice nar-
rows its focus to a single religion,

we inadvertently reduce animals
to mere pawns in a larger debate.
It is crucial to remember that the
core issue at hand involves living,
sentient beings who are directly
impacted by these rituals. By
constraining our focus on one
religious event, we risk obscuring
the broader issue of animal wel-
fare across diverse cultural and
religious contexts.

Animals do not have a voice
in these debates, and their welfare
is often side-lined when reli-
gious traditions come under
scrutiny. In this way, they become
unwilling pawns in a larger soci-
etal game where their intrinsic
value as sentient beings is over-
shadowed by ideological dis-
putes.

Moreover, this limited focus
can lead to unintended conse-
quences such as heightened cul-
tural tensions and an unfair por-
trayal of certain religious commu-
nities. It can contribute to an
unbalanced narrative that unfair-
ly stigmatizes one religious group,
thus deflecting attention away
from a comprehensive discussion
about animal welfare across all
traditions. This can, in turn,
allow other practices involving
animal harm to continue unex-
amined and unchallenged.

It is therefore vital to recog-
nize the inherent dignity and
rights of animals in these discus-
sions. By doing so, we ensure that
they are not merely pawns in a
broader ideological conflict, but

sentient beings deserving of our
respect and protection. Rather
than focusing on individual reli-
gious practices, our efforts should
be concentrated on promoting a
universal ethos of compassion
and respect for all forms of life,
irrespective of the religious, cul-
tural, or traditional contexts in
which they occur.

A crucial aspect of this dia-
logue is promoting alternatives to
animal sacrifice. Religious com-
munities can embrace rituals that
symbolically embody the spirit of
sacrifice without the actual tak-
ing of animal lives. Making dona-
tions to charitable organizations,
supporting animal sanctuaries, or
undertaking compassionate
actions towards all living beings,
can serve as potential alternatives
that foster a profound spiritual
connection. By accentuating the
foundational principles of love,
empathy, and justice that perme-
ate most religious doctrines, we
can uphold the sanctity of life
without resorting to acts of vio-
lence.

In our collective journey
towards justice, let us ensure
that the interests of animals
remain at the forefront of our
concerns, not a side issue in
debates about specific religious
practices. Only then can we truly
claim to be working towards a
more just and ethical world,
where all sentient beings are
accorded the respect and digni-
ty they inherently deserve.
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Toll booths have become
hotspots for conflicts,
delays, and disputes,

undermining efficient traffic
flow and safety. The booths
have become a common place
for clashes, arguments, and
even tragic incidents. 

The introduction of
FASTag has also not given the
desired result as far as conve-
nience is concerned to the
commuter and there is an
urgent need for relook as a
frequent traveller. A sustain-
able and equitable alternative
is needed to mitigate the
issue and create a more har-
monious driving environ-
ment.

I was forced to think,
although I am not an expert
on toll collection as revenue
for Government, after a
recent tragic incident where

a toll gate operator Pavan
Naik was killed on duty in the
wee hours of June 5, 2023, in
Karnataka when the FASTag
payment didn’t go through
swiftly, leading to a delay in
the lifting of the bar at the
gate. Naik was working at the
Bengaluru-Mysore Seshagiri
toll near Bidadi. There was a
delay in the tax getting
deducted from the car’s
FASTag. This forced the car to
wait longer behind the gate
and led to the tragic incident. 

I suggest the elimination
of toll collection for private
four-wheelers by implement-
ing a one-time lump sum fee
at the time of vehicle pur-
chase, like Road Tax. 

Such a transformative
approach not only addresses
issues of congestion, fuel con-
sumption, and pollution but

also ensures a harmonious
driving experience while bol-
stering the economy.

Paying upfront a lifetime
tax of Rs 5,000 or Rs 10,000
while purchasing a four-
wheeler for at least Rs 3 lakh
to Rs 4 lakh and above won’t
be a major issue. At the same
time, it will give a huge
amount to the Government
exchequer for which it has to
wait for years.

By replacing toll collec-
tion with a one-time lump
sum fee, collected at the time
of vehicle purchase, we can
address the challenges asso-
ciated with toll booths and
unlock numerous benefits
mentioned below.

Congestion Alleviation:
The elimination of toll booths
will streamline traffic flow,
reducing congestion and trav-

el times. With no interrup-
tions caused by toll collection,
vehicles can seamlessly move
through roadways, enhancing
overall efficiency and produc-
tivity. Smoother traffic flow
will lead to fewer bottle-
necks, alleviating the frustra-
tion and delays often experi-
enced at toll booths.

Fuel Conservation:
Removing toll booths elimi-
nates the need for vehicles to
stop and idle, resulting in sub-
stantial fuel savings. By
enabling a continuous flow of
traffic, fuel consumption
decreases, leading to cost sav-
ings for individual motorists.
Additionally, reduced fuel
usage translates into a positive
environmental impact, as it
contributes to lower carbon
emissions and air pollution.

Pollution Reduction: The
reduction of idle time at toll
booths significantly curtails
emissions of greenhouse gases
and harmful pollutants.
Improved air quality not only
benefits public health but also
fosters a more sustainable
ecosystem. By implementing
the lump sum road tax, we
can contribute to a cleaner

and healthier environment
for current and future gener-
ations.

Economic Advantages:
Transitioning from toll collec-
tion to a one-time lump sum
fee system carries economic
benefits. The removal of toll
booths eliminates administra-
tive and operational costs
associated with toll collection
infrastructure. These cost sav-
ings can be directed towards
more productive endeavours,
such as infrastructure devel-
opment, road maintenance,
and public transportation
improvements. Moreover, the
reduction in traffic congestion
leads to enhanced productiv-
ity, fuelling economic growth.

To conclude I can say
ending toll collection for pri-
vate four-wheelers by imple-
menting a one-time lump

sum fee at the time of vehicle
purchase represents a pivotal
step towards a safer, more effi-
cient, and economically thriv-
ing transportation system. By
eliminating congestion, con-
serving fuel, reducing pollu-
tion, and fostering a peaceful
driving experience, this inno-
vative approach tackles the
challenges inherent in the
current tolling system. 

Policymakers, stakehold-
ers, and citizens must collab-
orate to embrace this pro-
gressive change, ensuring a
harmonious and sustainable
future on our roadways.
Through the implementa-
tion of a lump sum road tax,
we can achieve a transporta-
tion system that is efficient,
equitable and contributes to
the overall well-being of
society.
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(The writer is 
Vice President, of Corporate

Communications,
Bajaj Group )
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Asenior leader of the PML-
N on Thursday hinted at
the return of former

prime minister and party supre-
mo Nawaz Sharif ahead of the
general election, saying that the
senior Sharif who was earlier
eight hours away from Pakistan
in London was now only two-
and-a-half hours away in Dubai.

Referring to the recent
meeting held between Nawaz
Sharif of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) and
Asif Ali Zardari, the co-chair-
man of Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) in Dubai to hammer out
a consensus on the upcoming
poll alliance, senior party leader
and federal minister Mian Javed
Latif said that "prosperity would
return whenever Nawaz
returned to the country".

"Nawaz was earlier eight

hours away from Pakistan, and
now he was only two-and-a-half
hours away. He will decide
about the PML-N's alliance for
the upcoming elections," Latif
said while addressing reporters
about the meeting between
Sharif and Zardari.

Last week Sharif, 73, trav-
elled to the UAE from London,
the city where he has been liv-
ing in self-exile since November
2019 after acquiring a medical
bail from jail following his con-
viction in a series of graft cases.

Nawaz Sharif was issued a

diplomatic passport for a
period of five years by the
government under Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif in
November last year. Shehbaz
Sharif, 71, is the younger
brother of Nawaz Sharif.

On Thursday, Latif said that

friendly countries were making
investments in Pakistan at the
request of Nawaz Sharif, as he
would become the prime min-
ister of Pakistan "for the fourth
time".

During a party meeting last
week, Shehbaz Sharif, the pres-
ident of PML-N, had also hint-
ed at the possible return of his
elder brother to lead the party's
poll campaign in the general
election and become the premier
of the nation for a record fourth
time. 

In a separate press confer-
ence on PML-N and PPP meet-
ing in Dubai, PPP leader Faisal
Karim Kundi said that the shape
of any future alliance with the
PML-N or other political play-
ers depended purely on the
outcome of the general election,
expected to be held in October.

Insiders said that it was
decided that elder Sharif of

PML-N and Zardari of PPP,
would "talk directly" on these
issues instead of allowing a pro-
longed debate "at the lower
level", which would be a waste
of time.

Pakistan, currently in the
throes of a major political as well
as economic crisis, started
preparations for the general
election with a meeting of the
election commission recently.
The Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) led by the
PML-N is also fighting the chal-
lenge posed by former prime
minister Imran Khan and his
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party.

The current National
Assembly will complete its five-
year term on August 12 and the
fresh general election must be
conducted within 60 days as laid
down in the Constitution of
Pakistan.
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French prosecutors said
magistrates will investigate

a police officer who shot and
killed a 17-year-old driver for
"voluntary homicide," follow-
ing two days of violent fires
and violent protests.

Overnight, protesters set
cars and public buildings
ablaze in Paris suburbs and
unrest spread to some other
French cities and towns,
despite increased security
efforts and the president's calls
for calm.

The killing of 17-year-old
Nahel during a traffic check
Tuesday, captured on video,
shocked the country and
stirred up long-simmering ten-
sions between young people
and police in housing projects
and other disadvantaged
neighbourhoods around
France.

Nanterre prosecutor Pascal
Prache said that based on an
initial investigation, he con-
cluded that "the conditions
for the legal use of the weapon
were not met."

Two magistrates have been
named to lead the investiga-
tion, he said. Under the French
legal system, which differs
from the US and British sys-
tems, magistrates often
assigned to lead investigations.

Prache said he requested
that the officer be held in cus-
tody. That decision is to be
made by another magistrate.

Nahel's surname has not
been released by authorities or
by his family. In earlier state-
ments, lawyers for the family
spelled the name Nael.

Clashes f irst erupted
Tuesday night in and around
the Paris suburb of Nanterre,
where Nahel was killed, and
the government deployed
2,000 police to maintain order
Wednesday. But violence
resumed after dusk.

Police and firefighters
struggled to contain protesters
and extinguish numerous
blazes through the night that
damaged schools, police sta-
tions and town halls or other
public buildings, according to
a spokesperson for the nation-
al police. 

The national police on
Thursday reported fires or
skirmishes in multiple cities
overnight, from Toulouse in

the south to Lille in the north,
though the nexus of tensions
was Nanterre and other Paris
suburbs.

Police arrested 150 people
around the country, more than
half of them in the Paris region,
the spokesperson said. She
was not authorised to be pub-
licly named according to police
rules.

The number of injured
was not immediately released.

French President
Emmanuel Macron held an
emergency security meeting
Thursday about the violence.

"These acts are totally
unjustifiable," Macron said at
the beginning of the meeting,
which aimed at securing hot
spots and planning for the
coming days "so full peace can
return."

Macron also said it was
time for "remembrance and
respect" as Nahel's mother
called for a silent march
Thursday in his honor on the
square where he was killed.

Multiple vehicles were set
ablaze in Nanterre and pro-
testers shot fireworks and
threw stones at police, who
fired repeated volleys of tear
gas. 

Flames shot out of three
stories of a building, and a
blaze was reported at an elec-
trical plant. Fire damaged the
town hall of the Paris suburb
of L'Ile-Saint-Denis, not far
from France's national stadium
and the headquarters of the
Paris 2024 Olympics. 

The police officer accused
of the killing is in custody on
suspicion of manslaughter and
could face preliminary charges
as soon as Thursday, according
to the Nanterre prosecutor's
office.

French activists renewed
calls to tackle what they see as
systemic police abuse, partic-
ularly in neighbourhoods like
the one where Nahel lived,
where many residents struggle
with poverty and racial or
class discrimination. 

Government officials con-
demned the killing and sought
to distance themselves from
the police officer's actions.

Macron called the killing
"inexplicable and inexcusable"
and called for calm. "Nothing
justifies the death of a young
person," he told reporters in
Marseille on Wednesday.
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Former tech executive Lexi
Reese announced Thursday

that she is entering California's
2024 U.S. Senate contest, adding
another Democrat to a growing
field of candidates that already
includes several members of
Congress.

The Google and Facebook
veteran enters the contest to
replace retiring Democratic Sen.
Dianne Feinstein as a virtual
unknown in the nation's most
populous state, home to 22 mil-
lion voters. In her first run for
office she is hoping to distin-
guish herself as an outsider - "a
new candidate with a fresh mes-
sage," her advisers say. That
would contrast with established
politicians already in the race:
Democratic U.S. Reps. Katie
Porter, Adam Schiff and Barbara
Lee.

"The California dream is
dying," Reese says in an online
video launching her campaign.
"Millions of families are work-
ing hard but barely getting by. It
is time to work together to

build a better future together."
Reese filed a statement of

candidacy with federal election
regulators on June 15, designat-
ed a committee to raise funds
and indicated she intended to
spend personal funds on the
campaign.

It typically takes tens of
millions of dollars to wage a suc-
cessful statewide campaign in
the vast state, which includes
some of the nation's most
expensive media markets. It's
not clear how much Reese
intends to spend from her per-
sonal funds on campaigning. 

Schiff, for example, had $25
million in his campaign account
at the end of March and is like-
ly to have millions more after
second-quarter fundraising con-
cludes at the end of June.
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All eyes were on NATO chief
Jens Stoltenberg and

Ukraine President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy at Thursday's
European Union summit
because their presence will
underscore the importance the
27 EU leaders attach to pro-
tecting their eastern flank from
Russian aggression and beefing
up Ukraine's defense capabili-
ties.

Zelenskyy is set to address
the gathering by video link and
Stoltenberg will host an early
lunch at the spring summit for
leaders. But the biggest seat at
the table will be reserved for
something that's not officially on
the agenda: the fallout from the
stunning weekend mutiny in
Russia.

"The mutiny we saw at the
weekend demonstrates that
there are cracks and divisions
within the Russian system. At
the same time, it is important to
underline that these are internal
Russian matters," said

Stoltenberg on arrival at the
summit. 

President Gitanas Nauseda
of Lithuania, one of several EU
nations bordering Russia, insist-
ed it was all the more reason to
take a robust posture toward
Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

"Some colleagues sometimes
say that a strong Putin is less
dangerous than a weak Putin. I
don't agree with that. We have to
move forward and be decisive,
because now is a crucial moment
of history," he said. 

Prime Minister Krisjanis
Karins of Latvia, another nation
bordering Russia, said that "we

cannot control what is happen-
ing inside Russia, but we can
control what we do on the out-
side." 

Officials from several mem-
ber states and EU institutions
said the chaos and instability
created by the rebellion would
not only force the EU to double
down on its support for Ukraine
with commitments for more
ammunition but also to ensure
fighting and violence does not
spill over into the bloc itself. 

"There is no room for hes-
itation," said Estonian Prime
Minister Kaja Kallas. "We must
continue to increase the price of
Russian aggression."
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Greece's firebrand opposi-
tion leader, Alexis Tsipras,

announced his decision
Thursday to step down as
leader of the left-wing Syriza
party, days after a crushing
general election defeat.

Tsipras, 48, served as
Greece's prime minister from
2015 to 2019 during political-
ly tumultuous years as the
country struggled to remain in
the euro zone and end a series
of international bailouts.

"I have therefore decided
to propose the election of a
new leadership by the mem-
bers of the party ... Of course
I will not be a candidate,"
Tsipras said in a televised
address.

"I make no secret of the
fact that this is a painful deci-
sion ... I don't take hasty deci-
sions. I put them under my pil-
low and torture myself with
them first," he added.

In Sunday's general elec-
tion, Tsipras' left-wing Syriza
party received just under 18
per cent of the vote - losing
almost half its support over the
past four years - while Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis'
winning New Democracy
party topped 40 per cent.

"The party must take dif-
ficult and courageous deci-
sions, which are called upon to
serve a new vision. This obvi-
ously concerns me too," Tsipras
said.
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Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. Said

Thursday that a request for his
country to temporarily host a
US immigrant visa processing
centre for thousands of Afghan
nationals faces security and
other concerns but is still being
considered by his administra-
tion.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken first relayed the
request to his Philippine coun-
terpart last year, and President
Joe Biden discussed the request
when Marcos visited the United
States in May, Philippine offi-
cials said.

The full details of the
request, which remains under
negotiations between the
treaty allies, have not been
made public, but Marcos said
he was told by American
officials that only a maximum
of 1,000 Afghan nationals
would be allowed to stay in
the Philippines at any one
time while their special
immigrant visas are being
processed.

A Philippine official said an
initial 600 Afghan nationals
would be allowed in a "pilot
phase" if the US proposal gets
approved. 
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The United States humani-
tarian agency told The

Associated Press it is horrified by
conditions in Ethiopia, where
local officials have reported
hundreds of hunger deaths in
recent weeks after the US and
the United Nations paused food
aid for one-sixth of the country's
population over massive theft of
the aid.

In an unusually strong state-
ment emailed to the AP, the US
Agency for International

Development called the aid sus-
pension "wrenching" and a mea-
sure of last resort because of the
"extreme scale and coordination
of food aid diversion identified
across the country."

US officials have said in pri-
vate that this could be the
biggest-ever theft of aid in any
country.

The US and UN have not
said who was involved in the
theft, which was first discovered
in March in the northern Tigray
region when tons of food meant
for needy people were instead

found for sale in sacks branded
with the US flag.

Aid workers said Ethiopian
government officials are deeply
involved. The government,
which largely controls the aid
delivery process, dismisses as
harmful propaganda the sug-
gestion that it bears primary
responsibility for the disap-
pearance of aid. 

It has agreed to a joint
investigation with the US while
the UN's World Food
Programme carries out a sepa-
rate probe.

"The theft of food from
this highly vulnerable popu-
lation is unconscionable," the
USAID email said after the AP
reported this week that local
off icials  and university
researchers had recorded over
700 starvation-related deaths
in Tigray since the food pause
started three months ago. The
officials and researchers
linked the deaths to the sus-
pension.

The US and UN first halt-
ed food aid to Tigray in
March, and in early June they

extended the ban to the rest of
Ethiopia, where over 20 mil-
lion people rely on such assis-
tance.

Tigray was the epicentre
of a two-year war that ended
in November and killed an
estimated hundreds of thou-
sands of people. 

Aid access to Tigray was
blocked or restricted for much
of the conflict, and humani-
tarian supplies were only just
returning to the region when
the US and UN halted food
assistance.

The US and UN are
demanding the removal of
Ethiopian government officials
from the aid distribution process
and seek the introduction of
biometric checks before resum-
ing food deliveries, which they
hope to do as early as July.

"We are horrified by the
ongoing suffering experienced
by the people of Ethiopia and
our focus is on resuming food
assistance as quickly as possible
once we can be confident it is
going to the people in need," the
USAID email said.
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ABritish court ruled
Thursday that a govern-

ment plan to send asylum-
seekers on a one-way trip to
Rwanda is unlawful, delivering
a blow to the Conservative
administration's pledge to stop
migrants making risky journeys
across the English Channel.

In a split two-to-one ruling,
three Court of Appeal judges
said Rwanda could not be con-
sidered a "safe third country"
where migrants could be sent.

But the judges said that a
policy of deporting asylum
seekers to another country was
not in itself illegal, and the gov-
ernment said it would challenge
the ruling at the UK Supreme
Court. It has until July 6 to lodge
an appeal.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
said that "while I respect the
court I fundamentally disagree
with their conclusions."

Sunak has pledged to "stop
the boats" - a reference to the
overcrowded dinghies and other
small craft that make the jour-
ney from northern France car-
rying migrants who hope to live
in the Uk. More than 45,000
people arrived in Britain across
the Channel in 2022, and sev-
eral died in the attempt.

The UK and Rwandan gov-
ernments agreed more than a
year ago that some migrants
who arrive in the UK as stow-
aways or in small boats would
be sent to Rwanda, where their
asylum claims would be
processed. Those granted asy-
lum would stay in the East
African country rather than

return to Britain.
The UK government argues

that the policy will smash the
business model of criminal
gangs that ferry migrants on
hazardous journeys across one
of the world's busiest shipping
lanes.

Human rights groups say it
is immoral and inhumane to
send people more than 4,000

miles (6,400 kilometres) to a
country they don't want to live
in, and argue that most Channel
migrants are desperate people
who have no authorised way to
come to the UK. They also cite
Rwanda's poor human rights
record, including allegations of
torture and killings of govern-
ment opponents.

Britain has already paid
Rwanda 140 million pounds
(USD 170 million) under the
deal, but no one has yet been
deported there.

Britain's High Court ruled
in December that the policy is
legal and doesn't breach Britain's
obligations under the UN
Refugee Convention or other
international agreements, reject-
ing a lawsuit from several asy-
lum-seekers, aid groups and a
border officials' union.
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Muslim pilgrims cast stones
at pillars representing the

devil on Thursday in the final
days of the annual Hajj pil-
grimage in Saudi Arabia.

This year's pilgrimage was
the first in three years to be
held without coronavirus
restrictions and drew over 1.8
million Muslims from all cor-
ners of the earth.

The pilgrimage to Mecca is
one of the five pillars of Islam,

required of all Muslims at least
once in their lives if they are
able. For the pilgrims, it is a
deeply spiritual journey that
wipes away sins and affirms the
unity of the worldwide Muslim
community.

It began with pilgrims cir-
cling the Kaaba in Mecca's
Grand Mosque, the cube-

shaped structure to which
Muslims face during their five
daily prayers. The spiritual
high point came on Tuesday.
That's when pilgrims flocked to
Mount Arafat, where the
Prophet Muhammad delivered
his final sermon.

During the final three days
of the Hajj, pilgrims cast stones

at pillars representing the devil,
a reenactment of the temptation
of the Prophet Ibrahim as relat-
ed in Muslim traditions.
Christian and Jewish traditions
refer to him as Abraham.

Those three days coincide
with Eid al-Adha, or the Feast of
the Sacrifice, when Muslims
the world over slaughter sheep

and cattle and share the meat
with the poor.

This year the Hajj was held
in intense heat, with daytime
temperatures reaching 45
degrees Celsius (113 degrees
Fahrenheit). The Saudi Health
Ministry said it treated thou-
sands of pilgrims for heat stroke
and heat exhaustion.
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The International
Committee of the Red

Cross said Thursday it had
facilitated the release of 125
Sudanese army soldiers held
captive by the country's rival
paramilitary force.

The soldiers walked free on
Wednesday, the ICRC said, as
the violent conflict between the
army, led by Gen. Abdel-Fattah
Burhan, and the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces, com-
manded by Gen. Mohammed
Hamdan Dagalo, enters its
11th week. 

Fighting between the rival
forces broke out on April 15 and
has killed more than 3,000 peo-
ple, the country's Health Ministry
said. Over 2.5 million people
have been displaced, according
to the latest U.N. Figures.

The freed men - 44 of
whom were wounded - were
transported from the capital,
Khartoum, to the city of Wad
Madani, 160 kilometers (100
miles) to the south, the ICRC
said in a short statement. It
remains unclear where the 125
men were being held.

"This positive step means
that families will be celebrating
Eid-al Adha with their loved
ones," said Jean Christophe
Sandoz, ICRC's head of dele-
gation in Sudan.

The RSF claim to have
detained hundreds of army
soldiers since the fighting
broke out. Interviews with
army detainees feature promi-
nently on the paramilitary's
social media, with soldiers -
who often appear bruised and
frightened - telling their fam-
ilies they are being treated
well by their RSF captors.

Earlier this week, both
generals separately announced
a cease-fire to mark the first
day of the Muslim festival of
Eid al-Adha, which fell on
Wednesday. Residents from
East Khartoum said light gun-
fire and intermittent explosions
could be heard throughout the
truce. 

Since the conflict broke out
there have been at least nine
cease-fires, but all have
foundered.
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UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has
removed India from his

annual report on the impact of
armed conflict on children, cit-
ing measures taken by the
Indian government to better
protect them.

India was mentioned in the
report of the Secretary-General
on Children and armed conflict
since 2010 along with other
countries of Burkina Faso,
Cameroon, Lake Chad basin,
Nigeria, Pakistan, and the
Philippines for alleged recruit-
ment and use of boys by armed
groups in Jammu and Kashmir;
detainment of boys by Indian
security forces in J&K for their
alleged association with armed
groups, or on national security
grounds.

Guterres said in his report
last year, he had welcomed the
engagement of the Indian gov-
ernment with his special repre-

sentative and noted that it might
lead to the removal of India as
a situation of concern.

In his 2023 report on
Children and Armed Conflict,
the UN chief said, "In view of the
measures taken by the govern-
ment to better protect children,
India has been removed from
the report in 2023."

Guterres highlighted the
technical mission of the office of
his special representative in July
2022 to identify areas of coop-
eration for child protection, and
the workshop on strengthening
child protection held in Jammu
and Kashmir last November by
the government, with the partic-
ipation of the United Nations.

In his latest report, he also
called upon India to implement
the remaining measures identi-
fied in consultation with his spe-
cial representative and the
United Nations.

These include the training
of armed and security forces on
child protection, prohibition of

the use of lethal and non-lethal
force on children, including
ending the use of pellet guns,
ensuring that children are
detained as a last resort and for
the shortest appropriate period
of time, Guterres said.

He also stressed the imple-
mentation of measures to pre-
vent all forms of ill-treatment in
detention and the full imple-
mentation of the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of

Children) Act and the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act.

Briefing reporters on
Tuesday, Special Representative
of the Secretary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict
Virginia Gamba said that for the
last two years, "we have been
working very closely with India".

"India decided to start a pre-
vention engagement," she said,
adding the country indicated

that it was ready to start engage-
ment to see if it could put in
place measures that could be
sustained through time and
would allow for it to be removed
from the report.

In last year's report, Guterres
had said he was concerned by
the "increased number of viola-
tions against children verified in
Jammu and Kashmir", and had
called upon the Indian govern-
ment to strengthen child protec-
tion. The UN chief had wel-
comed the legal and administra-
tive framework for the protec-
tion of children and improved
access to child protection ser-
vices in Chhattisgarh, Assam,
Jharkhand, Odisha and Jammu
and Kashmir, and progress in
the creation of a Jammu and
Kashmir Commission for
Protection of Child Rights.

In his annual report on
children and armed conflict
released here Tuesday, Guterres
said that globally in 2022, chil-
dren continued to be dispropor-

tionately affected by armed con-
flict, and the number of children
verified as affected by grave vio-
lations increased compared with
2021.

The United Nations verified
27,180 grave violations, of which
24,300 were committed in 2022
and 2,880 were committed ear-
lier but verified only in 2022.
Violations affected 18,890 chil-
dren (13,469 boys, 4,638 girls,
783 sex unknown) in 24 situa-
tions and one regional monitor-
ing arrangement, it said.

The highest numbers of
violations were the killing
(2,985) and maiming (5,655) of
8,631 children, followed by the
recruitment and use of 7,622
children and the abduction of
3,985 children. Children were
detained for actual or alleged
association with armed groups
(2,496), including those desig-
nated as terrorist groups by the
United Nations, or for national
security reasons, Guterres said in
his report.
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Federal Reserve Chair Jerome
Powell said Thursday that the

central bank may have to tight-
en its oversight of the American
financial system in the wake of
the failure of three large US
banks this spring.

Powell said in prepared
remarks delivered at a banking
conference in Madrid that
tougher regulations put in place
after the 2007-2008 financial cri-
sis have made large multination-
al banks much more resilient to
widespread loan defaults, such
as the bursting of the housing
bubble that led to that crisis.

But the collapse of Silicon
Valley Bank, Signature Bank
and First Republic Bank exposed
different vulnerabilities that the
Fed will likely address through
new proposals, Powell said.

He did not provide details,
but other Fed officials have said
banks should be required to hold
more capital in reserve to guard
against loan losses.

Such proposals are likely to
face resistance from the banking
industry and some congres-
sional Republicans, who argue
that the Fed had the necessary
tools to prevent the bank collaps-
es but failed to use them.

One reason regulators
missed the threats to the three
banks was "the natural human
tendency to fight the last war,"
Powell said.

The 2008 financial crisis
occurred because of widespread
defaults after the housing bub-
ble burst. But Silicon Valley
Bank failed for different reasons:
A rapid increase in interest rates

sharply lowered the value of its
bond holdings, because they
paid out lower interest rates than
newer bonds.

"These events suggest a need
to strengthen our supervision
and regulation of institutions of
the size of SVB," Powell said. "I
look forward to evaluating pro-
posals for such changes and
implementing them where
appropriate."

In a question and answer
session, he indicated that the
rules needed to be updated to
account for how quickly a bank
run could happen.

"A bank run used to be peo-
ple standing in line at an ATM,"
the Fed chief said. "That's very
different from what we saw at
Silicon Valley Bank," with depos-
itors using smartphones to move
money instantly.

Fed supervisors had spotted
bank vulnerabilities, including
exposure to rising rates, but were
working within a system that
moved too slowly to head off
trouble, Powell said.

"The supervisors were on
the right issues, but they were
operating under a standard play-
book where you escalate things
fairly carefully, fairly slowly," he
said.

An ongoing review of Fed
supervision would "try to find
ways to be more agile and,
where appropriate, more force-
ful," Powell said.

Banks with USD 100 billion
to USD 250 billion in assets -
which included all three failed
banks - were freed from some
requirements in 2018 under
legislation passed by Congress
and rules issued by the Fed.
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The Nelson Mandela Founda-
tion (NMF) Board has sum-

marily axed its CEO Sello
Hatang for "unacceptable" con-
duct following an investigation
into complaints about him from
some employees.

The complaints were recei-
ved last month, shortly after
Hatang tendered his resignation,
and he was placed on special
leave by the Board pending the
investigation's outcome being
conducted by an independent
panel.

The Foundation is housed
in a building in Johannesburg,
sponsored by the Indian govern-
ment after Mandela became
South Africa's first democratical-
ly elected president after serving
27 years as a political prisoner. 

In a statement on Wednes-
day, the NMF Board said that
Hatang had been dismissed
after an investigation into com-
plaints about him from some
employees revealed that he had
conducted himself in an unac-
ceptable manner. It did not pro-
vide any details of this conduct.

"After considering the out-
comes of the independent inves-
tigation and ensuring that the
process had been conducted
fairly and without prejudice,
the Board concluded that Mr
Hatang's conduct had been
unbecoming and was unaccept-
able for someone in his position
and that he should be summar-
ily dismissed," the statement
said.

It added that the investiga-
tion took careful consideration
of the rights of the complainants
and Hatang, "as well as the
Board's commitment to
entrenching the Foundation's
core values of respect and trust.
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Sri Lanka will spare banks
from being part of its local

debt restructuring plan because
of the possible impact on
deposits, while the bulk of the
burden will be shared by the
Central Bank and superannua-
tion funds, officials said
Thursday.

Sri Lanka's Cabinet a day
earlier approved a plan to
restructure nearly half of its
$42.1 billion local debt follow-
ing a bailout agreement with the
International Monetary Fund. A
special Parliament sitting has
been convened for Saturday to
seek approval for the plan.

The government has ann-
ounced a bank holiday until next
week to prevent any speculation-
triggered bank run.

Central Bank governor

Nandalal Weerasinghe said the
treasury bills owned by the
bank will be converted into
treasury bonds with a longer
maturity period and the same
has been proposed to superan-
nuation funds. If those funds are
unwilling to be part of the plan
they may have to pay a 30% tax
instead of the 14% special treat-
ment effective now. 

Sri Lanka is also seeking to
reduce nearly $17 billion of its
$41.5 billion foreign debt
through restructuring.

Sri Lanka announced last
year that it was suspending
repayment of foreign loans
because of a severe foreign cur-
rency crisis triggered by the
COVID-19 pandemic, exces-
sive borrowing by the govern-
ment and efforts by the central
bank to stabilize the Sri Lankan
rupee with scarce foreign
reserves.

Sri Lanka sought the sup-
port of the IMF, which approved
a bailout package in March,
through which $3 billion will be
disbursed in stages.

Sri Lanka's economic crisis,
the worst in its history, caused
severe shortages of food, medi-
cine, fuel, cooking gas and elec-
tricity last year. That led to
massive street protests that
forced President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to flee the country
and resign.
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On the verge of tears, Nathan Nkunzi-
mana recalled watching a video of a

child being molested and another of a
woman being killed.

Eight hours a day, his job as a content
moderator for a Facebook contractor
required him to look at horrors so the world
wouldn't have to. Some overwhelmed col-
leagues would scream or cry, he said.

Now, Nkunzimana is among nearly 200
former employees in Kenya who are suing
Facebook and local contractor Sama over
working conditions that could have impli-
cations for social media moderators around
the world. 

It is the first known court challenge out-
side the United States, where Facebook set-
tled with moderators in 2020.

The group was employed at the social
media giant's outsourced hub for content
moderation in Kenya's capital of Nairobi,
where workers screen posts, videos, mes-
sages and other content from users across
Africa, removing any illegal or harmful
material that breaches its community stan-

dards and terms of service.
The moderators from several African

countries are seeking a USD 1.6 billion com-
pensation fund after alleging poor working
conditions, including insufficient mental
health support and low pay. 

Earlier this year, they were laid off by
Sama as it left the business of content mod-
eration. They assert that the companies are
ignoring a court order for their contracts to
be extended until the case is resolved.

Facebook and Sama have defended their
employment practices.

With little certainty of how long the case
will take to conclude, the moderators

expressed despair as money and work per-
mits run out and they wrestle with the trau-
matic images that haunt them.

"If you feel comfortable browsing and
going through the Facebook page, it is
because there's someone like me who has
been there on that screen, checking, Is this
okay to be here?'" Nkunzimana, a father of
three from Burundi, told The Associated
Press in Nairobi.

The 33-year-old said content modera-
tion is like "soldiers" taking a bullet for
Facebook users, with workers watching
harmful content showing killing, suicide and
sexual assault and making sure it is taken
down.

For Nkunzimana and others, the job
began with a sense of pride, feeling like they
were "heroes to the community," he said.

But as the exposure to alarming content
reignited past traumas for some like him
who had fled political or ethnic violence
back home, the moderators found little sup-
port and a culture of secrecy.

They were asked to sign nondisclosure
agreements. Personal items like phones were
not allowed at work.
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UNESCO's 193 members
states are gathering

Thursday for a two-day meet-
ing in Paris aimed at voting
on the United States' plans to
rejoin the U.N. Cultural and
scientific agency after a
decade-long dispute sparked
by the organization's move to
include Palestine as a mem-
ber. 

The U.S. Announced ear-
lier this month, that it wanted
to return, five years after it
withdrew from the agency
during the presidency of
Donald Trump. 

U.S. Officials say the deci-
sion was motivated by concern
that China is filling the gap left
by the U.S. In UNESCO poli-

cymaking, notably in setting
standards for artificial intelli-
gence and technology educa-
tion around the world.

Approval by member
states seems a formality since
not a single country has raised
an objection to the return of a
country that was once the
agency's single biggest funder.
The vote is expected Thursday
or Friday.

The U.S.  And Israel
stopped financing UNESCO
after it voted to include
Palestine as a member state in
2011. The Trump administra-
tion decided in 2017 to with-
draw from the agency alto-
gether the following year, cit-
ing long-running anti-Israel
bias and management prob-
lems.
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British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak has honoured

Rajindar Singh Dhatt, one of the
last surviving Sikh soldiers who
fought in the Second World War
with a Points of Light honour at
a UK-India Week reception at 10
Downing Street.

Dhatt, 101, was recognised
on Wednesday for his service
and his work running the "Undi-
vided Indian Ex-Servicemen's
Association" to help bring toge-
ther British Indian war veterans. 

Dhatt, based in Hounslow
in southwest London since 1963,
was born in pre-Partition India
in 1921 and fought with the
Allied forces during the British
colonial period.

"It is an immense honour to
receive this recognition from the
Prime Minister, to whom I
would like to extend my deep-
est appreciation for acknowledg-
ing the importance and impact
of the 'Undivided Indian Ex-
Servicemen's Association'," said
Dhatt.

"The journey of establishing
this organisation was driven by
a deep sense of duty as an ex-ser-
viceman and the vision of fos-

tering unity, support, and cama-
raderie. This award serves as a
testament to the tireless efforts
of countless individuals who
have contributed to the success
and growth of the association
over the years," he said.

"Their unwavering com-
mitment and selfless service
has played a pivotal role in
bringing about positive change
in the lives of our ex-servicemen
and their families," he added.

Dhatt's honour coincided
with a Downing Street reception
celebrating India Global Forum's
UK-India Week celebration of
the bilateral relationship, where
Prime Minister Sunak spoke of
Dhatt as an "incredible man" and
thanked him for his service as a
member of the Indian diaspora
"living bridge".
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Aformer principal of an Australian Jewish
school feigned mental illness in a seven-year

battle to avoid extradition on child sex abuse
charges, a prosecutor said Thursday.

Malka Leifer fought her extradition in
Jerusalem courts from 2014 until 2021, when she
was flown from Israel with her ankles and wrists
shackled.

Leifer appeared Thursday in the Victoria state
County Court for the second day of a sentencing
hearing after she was convicted in April of sexu-
ally abusing two students between 2003 and 2007
while she was principal of Melbourne's ultra-
Orthodox Adass Israel School for girls.

Prosecutor Justin Lewis told Judge Mark
Gamble that Leifer deserved less credit in her sen-
tence for time she spent in custody and under
house arrest in her native Israel because she had
"improperly frustrated and delayed the extradi-
tion proceedings."

The District Court of Jerusalem ruled she was
fit to stand trial and had been pretending to be
mentally ill in order to avoid extradition, he said,
and three judges of the Supreme Court of Israel
unanimously agreed she could be prosecuted.

Two psychiatrists appointed by the Jerusalem
District Psychiatrist reported to the District
Court in February 2018 that Leifer did not suf-
fer from a mental illness in the legal sense and was

feigning her psychiatric condition in order to pre-
vent her extradition to Australia.

A second assessment, which included a
third psychiatrist appointed by the Jerusalem Dis-
trict Psychiatrist, also concluded that Leifer was
feigning mental illness.

The District Court then ordered the Tel Aviv
District Psychiatrist to appoint a panel of experts
to assess her. 

That panel unanimously concluded in January
2020 that she was mentally fit to stand trial and
that she had "unquestionably been feigning her
inability to function and comprehend her situa-
tion," Lewis said.
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Former President Donald
Trump's criminal indictment

on charges of mishandling gov-
ernment secrets appears to have
dented his popularity among
Republicans - but only slightly
— according to a new poll from
The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs
Research.

Sixty percent of Republicans
now have a favorable view of
Trump, down slightly from
April, when 68% of Republicans
said they had a favorable view of
the 2024 GOP presidential front-
runner. The poll found 38% of
Republicans have an unfavorable
view of Trump, an uptick from
30% in April.

The dip suggests some
Republicans could be growing
weary of Trump's never-ending
legal drama after he became the
first former president in U.S.
History to be indicted on feder-

al criminal charges. Trump,
who was also indicted on sepa-
rate charges in New York this
spring, pleaded not guilty this
month to 37 felony counts
accusing him of improperly
storing classified documents at
his Mar-a-Lago club in Palm
Beach, Florida, concealing them
from investigators and refusing
to turn them over when subpoe-
naed.

Overall, Americans are
more likely to have an unfavor-
able view of Trump than a
favorable one, 63% to 33% - sim-
ilar to April. The poll was con-
ducted June 22-26, after the full
indictment became public and
after Trump's not guilty plea.
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President Joe Biden has cozied
up to high-dollar donors at

posh Upper East Side pent-
houses and on West Coast decks
gussied up with floral arrange-
ments and flags in recent weeks.
He has two more fundraisers in
New York on Thursday that will
close out an end-of-quarter
campaign blitz his team believes
will put him on strong financial
footing for a contest they expect
to set new spending records.

Friday's events will be
Biden's 9th and 10th fundrais-
ing receptions of the past two
weeks, numbers that have been
matched by Vice President
Kamala Harris, first lady Jill
Biden, and second gentleman

Doug Emhoff. The Biden cam-
paign has been mum on how
much he has raised at the often
free-wheeling events, but it is
broadcasting confidence in the
size of the haul ahead of the July
15 reporting date.

The president is also mar-
shaling the whole of the
Democratic Party to dial for dol-
lars, enlisting help from up-and-

comers like Govs. Gavin
Newsom of California and J.B.
Pritzker of Illinois and more
established figures like former
President Barack Obama.
Obama on Thursday will be fea-
tured in a new Biden campaign
video meant to encourage small-
dollar online donations ahead of
the Friday donation deadline.
Allies insist that despite polls
showing lagging enthusiasm
among the Democratic base for
the 80-year-old president, the
party is solidly behind him.

"I've been doing this for a
really long time for a number of
presidents and presidential can-
didates," said Jeffrey Katzenberg,
the Hollywood mogul,
Democratic mega-donor and
co-chair of Biden's campaign.
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An Amtrak
train car-

rying nearly 200 passengers
struck a county water truck
and derailed on Wednesday in
Southern California, critical-
ly injuring the truck's driver,
authorities said.

Three of the train's seven
cars went off the tracks fol-
lowing the col l is ion in
Moorpark,  said Ventura
County Fire Department
Captain Brian McGrath.
Fourteen people on the train
were taken to hospitals with
minor injuries, while the
truck driver was taken to a
trauma center with a head
injury, McGrath said. 
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British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak has reaffirmed his
commitment to a “truly

ambitious” free trade agree-
ment (FTA) with India and
indicated his plans to visit New
Delhi for the G20 Summit in
September.

Hosting a special reception
to celebrate India Global
Forum's UK-India Week 2023 in
the garden of 10 Downing Street
in London, Sunak said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and he
agrees that there is a huge

potential to step up bilateral
trade ties.  

The 43-year-old British
Indian leader interacted with
business leaders and celebrities,
including boxing champion
Mary Kom, musicians Shankar
Mahadevan and Zakir Hussain,
Bollywood stars Sonam Kapoor
and Vivek Oberoi, on
Wednesday evening as part of
what he dubbed as a “big
moment” in the bilateral calen-
dar and the start of an Indian
summer for the UK. 

“Prime Minister Modiji and
I agree there's huge potential

here. We're making great
progress together on the 2030
Roadmap and we want to strike
a truly ambitious trade deal
that benefits both our nations,
bringing tremendous opportu-
nities to businesses and con-
sumers, both in India and here
at home,” said Sunak.

“It's not just UK-India
Week, but a whole Indian sum-
mer. And I don't just mean the
hot weather we're having, I
mean that over the next few
weeks, the eyes of the world will
be on India. There's the G20 in
New Delhi, I can't wait to be

there,” he said. India and the UK
recently concluded the tenth
round of FTA negotiations and
an 11th round is set to begin in
the next few weeks. At the UK-
India Week reception, the British
Prime Minister was joined by his
wife Akshata Murty and joked
that the garden party was also in
honour of his mother-in-law
Sudha Murty, who is visiting
from India.

“There is so much to cele-
brate. The links between our two
countries are closer than ever.
Just look at the Coronation of
His Majesty the King. On that
most historic day, people of
Indian heritage were at the heart
of proceedings, presenting the
Coronation regalia and as part
of the delegation of faith leaders,”
he said.

“It shows the depth of the
bonds we share, the living bridge
between our two nations, the
thriving business links, and the
flow of ideas and investments, all
stronger than ever. But of course,
we want to do more,” he said.
“Here we are, in Downing Street,
with a Prime Minister of Indian
heritage, with all of you at the top
of your game, leaders in your
fields showing that anything is
possible. 
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The Commerce and Industry
Ministry has suggested

departments, which are imple-
menting their sector-specific
production-linked incentive
schemes, hold consultations
with PLI beneficiary companies
to understand their issues, gov-
ernment officials said. The sug-
gestion was made in a workshop
on the production-linked incen-
tive (PLI) scheme called by the
ministry on June 27.

The meeting assumed sig-
nificance as the government
disbursed only Rs 2,900 crore till
March 2023 out of Rs 3,400
crore claims received under the
scheme. The scheme was
announced in 2021 for 14 sec-
tors, such as telecommunication,
white goods, textiles and phar-
ma with an outlay of Rs 1.97
lakh crore.

The departments were also
asked to ensure that PLI bene-
ficiaries complete their invest-
ments and meet production
targets. "It was suggested to the
line ministries now to call the
PLI beneficiary companies for
consultations with them only
and if they flag any issue, it could

be conveyed to the commerce
and industry ministry so that
those issues can be taken up with
the highest authorities," one of
the officials said. 

The Ministry, which coor-
dinates the scheme, also urged
PLI beneficiaries to take up any
procedural challenges/ issues
with the respective implement-
ing ministry or department so
that positive reforms can be
brought about and the scheme
can be made more efficient and
effective.

During the workshop,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal encour-
aged industry's feedback and
collaborative engagement to
shape the policies, procedures
and effectiveness of the scheme.
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Aviation regulator DGCA
will examine documents

submitted by Go First related to
the revival plan and will also
conduct an audit on opera-
tional preparedness before
allowing the carrier to restart
operations, according to sources. 

Senior representatives of
the current management of Go
First, which has stopped flying
since May 3, discussed various
aspects of the revival plan with
officials of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) in the national capital
on Wednesday, they said. 

The budget carrier, which
was owned by the Wadia fami-
ly, is in voluntary insolvency res-
olution proceedings.  According
to the sources privy to the
development, the airline's EY-
backed Resolution Professional
Shailendra Ajmera and Interim
CEO Kaushik Khona made a
detailed presentation to the

DGCA officials on the revival
plan.  DGCA will also conduct
an audit to assess the airline's
operational preparedness once it
completes the scrutiny of the
documents.  

The audit is expected to take
place next week, one of the
sources told PTI. The second
source said the airline, prior to
the grounding, was operating to
and from 29 domestic destina-
tions. Under the revival plan, the
number of destinations is to be
reduced to 23. 

The airline, when it restarts
operations, will not be operating
flights from Jaipur, Lucknow,
Kannur, Patna, Varanasi and
Ranchi for the time being, the
source added.  
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Six years after the rollout of
the biggest indirect tax

reform in India, Goods and
Services Tax (GST) revenue
of Rs 1.5 lakh crore every
month has become a new
normal and tax officers are
focusing on dealing with
fraudsters who are adopting
newer modus operandi to
game the system, causing loss
to the exchequer.

To apprehend black
sheep, who operate as syndi-
cates and create fake entities
on the basis of forged docu-
ments to claim input tax cred-
it (ITC), tax officers have
started using data analytics,
artifical intelligence and
machine learning aiming to
curb evasion, which was over
Rs 3 lakh crore since inception
of GST. It was over Rs 1 lakh
crore in 2022-23.

Thinktank Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI)
said the most critical pending
GST reform is upgradation of
GST Network to prevent fake
supplies and fraudulent claims
of Input Tax Credit (ITC).

“Data analysis and phys-
ical checks alone cannot com-
pletely solve the problem.
The GSTN should enable
linking of invoice level infor-
mation filed for claiming ITC
by buyer (from GSTR 3B)
with the information provid-
ed by input suppliers (GSTR
2A and GSTR 2B),” Srivastava
said.

Even after six years, the
GSTN is unable to connect
the supplies in a value chain,
resulting in significant rev-
enue loss to the government
and causing problems for
honest businesses, Srivastava
added.

Issues like rationalisation
of tax rates and slabs, levying
GST on petrol, diesel and
ATF, are still hanging fire. Tax
experts are of the opinion that
the GST Council must pursue
these reforms to make GST
more inclusive. However, in
an election year, it is unlikely
that the Centre and states will
go ahead with these reforms.

Nangia Andersen India,
Director - Indirect Tax,
Tanushree Roy said simplifi-
cation of the GST rate struc-
ture would provide a fillip
across sectors, however with
elections round the corner a
wait-and-watch approach
needs to be adopted to see if
the Government at all decides
to allude to this issue.

“Some of the areas on
which industry expects more
clarity from the GST Council
and should be considered on
priority pertain to levy/
applicability of GST on
Winnings from online gam-
ing; transactions involving
cryptocurrency; EV charg-
ing infrastructure, and setting
up of GST Appellate
Tribunals,” Roy said.

The GST Council which
is chaired by Union Finance
Minister, has met 49 times
since it was set up in
September 2016. The mem-
bers of the Council, the apex
decision-making body with
regard to policy making and
GST rate decision, include
finance ministers from all
states and UTs, besides the
Minister of State in the Union
Finance Ministry. 

A nationwide GST, which
subsumed 17 local levies like
excise duty, service tax and
VAT and 13 cesses, was rolled
out at the stroke of midnight
on July 1, 2017. 
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Market watchdog Sebi will be
finalising a draft discussion

paper in a month or two to for-
mulate rules and guidelines to
regulate the mushrooming
number of unregistered finan-
cial influencers or finfluencers
who offer investment advisors to
the public.

The statement from Sebi
chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch
comes on the heels of the
income tax department report-
edly sending notices to top 35

social media influencers for not
paying taxes worth crores of
rupees and after last week's
searches on the top 13 Youtubers
in Kerala for similar offences.

"We are crystalising a dis-
cussion paper to regulate finan-
cial influencers. The paper
should be ready for public com-
ments in the next couple of
months," Buch told reporters
late last night after a marathon
board meeting wherein the
board approved a rash of regu-
latory measures including halv-
ing of the share listing time to

three days the present six after
an IPO.  The board also decid-
ed to tighten the disclosure
norms for large foreign portfo-
lio investors.

Explaining the regulatory
position, the chairperson said,
"We've no problem if someone
chooses to educate
investors/would-be-investors
about the market and invest-
ments. But there is a serious
problem if they are offering
unsolicited investment advice
and are not registered with the
Sebi." 
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Japan and South Korea agreed
Thursday to revive a curren-

cy swap agreement for times of
crisis, in the latest sign of warm-
ing ties as the countries work to
smooth over historical antago-
nisms.

Japanese Finance Minister
Shunichi Suzuki announced the
agreement after meeting with his
South Korean counterpart,
Choo Kyungho. It was the first
time the two countries have held
annual financial talks in seven
years, though Suzuki and Choo
also met in South Korea in May.

Suzuki told reporters that
the 3-year currency swap agree-
ment would help reinforce trust
in the financial stability of the
two countries as a fallback in an
emergency. But he emphasised
that Japan is fully prepared to
deal with fluctuations in the
Japanese yen, which has weak-
ened sharply against the US dol-
lar in the past year.

The USD 10 billion swap
arrangement expired in 2015
and was not been renewed.
Largely symbolic, it allows the
South Korean and Japanese cen-
tral banks to exchange curren-
cies for each country's reserves
of US dollars to provide extra
liquidity, or cash supplies, in case
of a crisis.
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The market regulator Sebi
does not see any need for

giving more time to mutual
fund houses with large hold-
ings in the merger-bound
HDFC twins, to realign their
portfolios post-merger since
there's no material data and
given the highly liquid nature
of these stocks demanding
such an extension.

In the biggest merger in the
history of India Inc, HDFC in
April 2022 said it would merge
with its own banking sub-
sidiary in a USD 40-billion all-
stock deal -- after 46 years of
being a home loan financier
and in between creating the

country's largest private sector
bank and four other financial
sector brands in the insur-
ance, AMC and brokerage
businesses.

And this Tuesday (June
27), HDFC chairman Deepak
Parekh said the boards of the
Corporation and HDFC Bank
will meet on June 30 to finalise
the last contours of the merg-
er which is expected to be effec-
tive July 1..

He has also said that would
be the last meeting of HDFC
board and also his as the chair-
man after working in the com-
pany from day one of its incep-
tion in October 1978.

After a marathon board
meeting, Sebi chairperson

Madhabi Puri Buch told
reporters late last night at her
headquarters that “available
data do not demand that mutu-
al funds should be given more
time to realign their portfolios
after the merger of the HDFC
twins.

“There is no material evi-
dence to suggest that the
merger and the resultant
increase in their holdings in
the much larger HDFC Bank
needs any special attention
since only a few schemes will
have marginally larger than
the permissible 10 per cent
holding,” she said, adding “and
none of them will have more
than 12 per cent holdings in
the merged bank.”
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Gold prices declined Rs 100
to Rs 58,950 per 10 grams

in the national capital on
Thursday amid a decline in
precious metal prices globally,
according to HDFC Securities.
The precious metal had closed
at Rs 59,050 per 10 grams in the
previous trade.

However, silver prices
remained flat at Rs 71,250 per
kilogramme. Gold extended
losses on Thursday, with spot
gold prices in the Delhi mar-
kets trading at Rs 58,950/10
grams, down by Rs 100 per 10

grams, Saumil Gandhi, Senior
Analyst - Commodities at
HDFC Securities, said. In the
overseas markets, gold was
trading lower at USD 1,904 per
ounce, while silver was flat at
USD 22.74 per ounce.

Comex spot gold fell to
nearly a level of USD 1,900 per
ounce in today's session as
investors weighed the latest
hawkish commentary from
US Fed Chair Jerome Powell
on Wednesday, which indicat-
ed that the policymakers
could potentially raise inter-
est  rates in July and
September, Gandhi said. 
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Coal India Chairman Pramod Agrawal said
on Thursday that the company should

continue to remain as a "government entity" in
the future to maintain "price stability" of the dry
fuel in the country and suggested an alternative
methodology for coal pricing in future.

In an interview with PTI a day before his
term ends as the head of Coal India on June 30,
Agrawal said unlocking value cannot be the
"sole" purpose of all enterprises. 

As a government-owned entity, Coal India
holds the responsibility of ensuring that the ben-
efits of coal production are distributed to the
public, he said. Agrawal also pointed out that
the miner's identity is synonymous with the
country's energy sector, and the present struc-
ture with CIL as the apex holding company is
"strong and stable".

"We have seen severe price escalation in
international coal prices last year. In such a sce-
nario, private companies would have stepped up
their prices as well. However, for a government
agency like Coal India, such a situation is unlike-
ly," Agrawal said while responding to a question
on whether the miner should continue to be a
government entity to unlock its value.The
union government was reducing its stake in Coal
India to raise funds, albeit in small doses. 

This month, the government sold a three per
cent stake to raise Rs 4,185 crore and reduced
its holding to about 63.1 per cent.Coal prices of
the Kolkata-based PSU are heavily discounted
as compared to imported fuel. 

The average landed price per tonne of
imported coal between April-September peri-
od of the 2022-23 financial year was Rs
19,324.79, while the average notified price per

tonne (ex-colliery) of domestic coal was Rs
2,662.97 in the same period. After more than five
years, the miner recently raised prices of high-
er grades of coal (G2 to G11) by only eight per
cent, which will boost its revenue by three per
cent and will have hardly any adverse impact on
power producers.

"In the future, we may consider revisiting
coal prices (based on certain parameters) in
shorter durations. This could be linked to infla-
tionary costs, such as the wholesale price index
or any other, which deems fit. 

This would be less disruptive than waiting
a longer period of time to revise prices. Our pri-
ority is to ensure that the country is not bur-
dened with (enhanced price) and that the com-
pany's bottomline remains strong."

Under the leadership of Agrawal over three
years from FY'20, production and off-take for
Coal India surged by an additional 101 million
tonne and 113 million tonne respectively, while
supplies to the power sector were higher by 121
million tonne during the same period.

"In FY'2023, all three parameters reached
their highest levels ever along with profits and
net sales. I tried my best," the chairman said.
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Internet shutdowns by law
enforcement agencies like the

one in Manipur and Punjab cost
USD 1.9 billion to the Indian
economy in the first half of 2023,
a report said on Thursday.

The shutdowns also led to
a loss of nearly USD 118 million
in foreign investment and trig-
gered over 21,000 job losses, the
global non-profit Internet
Society said in its report
'Netloss'. The non-profit arrived
at the financial impact of the
shutdown going beyond the
loss of output and included fac-

tors like change in the unem-
ployment rate, Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) lost, risks of
future shutdowns, population in
the working age etc.
“Governments often mistaken-
ly believe that internet shut-

downs will quell unrest, stop the
spread of misinformation, or
reduce harm from cybersecuri-
ty threats. But shutdowns are
extremely disruptive to eco-
nomic activity,” the report said.
India's regular use of shutdowns
as a tool to maintain public order
gives India a shutdown risk of 16
per cent so far this year, one of
the highest in the world as of
2023, it said.

Shutdowns halt e-com-
merce, generate losses in time-
sensitive transactions, increase
unemployment, interrupt busi-
ness-customer communications,
and create financial and reputa-

tional risks for companies, it
said. The non-profit started in
1992 made it clear that it is
opposed to shutdowns and
urged governments to refrain
from implementing them due to
the damage they inflict on a
nation's economy, civil society,
and internet infrastructure. 

“The global rise in internet
shutdowns shows that govern-
ments continue to ignore the
negative consequences of under-
mining the open, accessible,
and secure nature of the global
internet,” Internet Society pres-
ident and chief executive
Andrew Sullivan said. 
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Adani Total Gas Ltd, the
joint venture of billionaire

Gautam Adani's group and
French energy giant
TotalEnergies, will invest Rs
18,000 crore to Rs 20,000 crore
in the next 8 to 10 years to
expand infrastructure for retail-
ing CNG to automobiles and
piping gas to households and
industries, its CFO said.The

company retails CNG to auto-
mobiles and pipes gas to house-
hold kitchens for cooking pur-
poses in 52 licences that cover
124 districts of the country. It
has 460 CNG stations in the
country and about 7 lakh con-
sumers of its piped cooking gas.

It is looking to expand its
network of CNG stations as
well as pipeline network that
takes the gas to household
kitchens and industries, to tap

into the country's growing
appetite for cleaner fuel. In the
company's latest annual report,
Adani Total Gas Ltd (ATGL)
chief financial officer Parag
Parikh said the company
invested over Rs 1,150 crore in
2022-23 (April 2022 to March
2023) for creating additional
infrastructure. 

"From a long-term per-
spective, we continue to be
optimistic of gas prospects.

There is a larger priority to
moderate pollution as gas
remains a preferred clean ener-
gy source with high user safe-
ty, customer trust and delivery
convenience," Parikh said. The
firm is looking at investing
more in creating infrastructure
and expanding its network.

"For our city gas distribu-
tion (CGD) business, we intend
to invest around Rs 18,000-
20,000 crore in the next to 8-

10 years to build infrastructure
that widens our customer base
and sustains revenue growth,"
he said. 

AGTL CEO Suresh P
Manglani said the firm's strat-
egy is to fast-track steel pipeline
laying and build CNG stations
faster across the licenses where
it operates for early monetiza-
tion."I am happy to share that
your company is going to build
over 1,800 CNG stations in the

next 7-10 years and committed
to connecting every home
across all our geographical
areas (GAs) desiring to have
cleaner and greener piped nat-
ural gas in their kitchen," he
said.

Besides scaling core busi-
ness of gas distribution, the
firm has embarked on diversi-
fying its bouquet of choice -
CNG, compressed biogas
(CBG) and EV charging.
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Listen to Novak Djokovic's
opponents explain why he is

as successful as he is - why he
will begin his pursuit of a fifth
consecutive and eighth overall
Wimbledon championship on
Monday; why he also will be
attempting to claim an Open
era-record 24th Grand Slam
trophy over the coming fortnight
on the All England Club's grass
courts — and they'll offer plen-
ty of answers.

His best-in-the-game return
of serve. His dangerous two-
handed backhand. His elastici-
ty. His stamina. His defense. His
ability to read someone else's
intentions, get to where a ball is
headed and send it back with
force, a combination Casper
Ruud described this way after
losing to Djokovic in the French
Open final: "He sort of just goes
into this mode where he just
becomes, like, a wall."

Listen to Novak Djokovic
explain why he's done what
he's done and why, at age 36, he's
still doing it, and he'll offer a rea-
son far less tangible and far less
observable, something he men-
tioned during his victory speech
at Roland Garros a few weeks
ago.

"I try to visualize every sin-
gle thing in my life and not only
believe it, but really feel it with

every cell in my body. And I just
want to send a message out there
to every young person: Be in the
present moment; forget about
what happened in the past; the
future is something that is just
going to happen," Djokovic said.
"But if you want a better future,
you create it. Take the means in
your hands. Believe it. Create it."

Speaking that day about his
own hopes and dreams as a 7-
year-old kid, Djokovic noted two
primary goals: getting to No. 1
and winning Wimbledon.

He's already been No. 1 for
more weeks than any man or
woman in the half-century of
computerized rankings. Now
he will try to pull even with
Roger Federer by earning title
No. 8 at the oldest of the four
Grand Slam tennis tournaments.
Djokovic is one ahead of the
injured Rafael Nadal — and
three ahead of the retired
Federer - for the most singles
majors won by a man, with 23.

"Those two guys," Djokovic
said, "were occupying my mind
for the last 15 years quite a lot."

His 23 is the same number
Serena Williams ended her
career with last season; only
Margaret Court, who won 24
across both the amateur and
professional eras, has more.

"Grand Slams are the goal.
I don't know how many, but I
think he has in his body a lot

more," said Djokovic's coach,
Goran Ivanisevic. "It's fascinat-
ing to see, because sometimes
you think, OK, now you have
23.' But he's going to find, again,
some kind of motivation to win
24, maybe 25. Who knows
where is the end?"

Entering the 2011 season,
the so-called Big Three's Slam
standings looked like this:

Federer with 16, Nadal with
nine, Djokovic with one.

After winning his initial
major title at the 2008 Australian
Open, Djokovic went through
an 11-major span where four of
the losses came against Federer
or Nadal in a semifinal or final.

His self-confidence waned a
bit. "That's where I was really
doubting myself, whether I

could do it or not, because you
get far but then you fall on the
last hurdle," Djokovic said. "The
more times you kind of fall, the
more you question everything,
you know what I mean?"

And yet, with the same
tenacity he uses on a court - "The
mental fortitude he has is unbe-
lievable," was how his first-
round opponent in Paris,

Aleksandar Kovacevic, put it -
Djokovic dug in away from the
court and found ways to
improve. And still does that,
which is part of why most con-
sider him, and not No. 1 seed
Carlos Alcaraz, the favorite as
Djokovic continues to pursue
the first calendar-year Grand
Slam by a man since Rod Laver
in 1969.

So where did this belief
come from? Djokovic points to
several factors: his upbringing
during a time of war and embar-
go in Serbia in the 1990s; his par-
ents ("95-plus percent of people
... Were laughing at them, and
were discouraging them to
spend whatever is left over from
the family budget into such an
expensive sport," he said); his
first coach and "tennis mother,"
Jelena Gencic; and a later coach
and "tennis father," Niki Pilic.

All helped him grow as an
athlete and person.

When he was 7 or 8,
Djokovic said, Gencic would
show him video of the best male
and female tennis players. She
also taught him "the importance
of relaxing and listening to clas-
sical music, reading poetry,
singing, and reading, breathing
consciously and so forth."

His mother, he said, "is a
rock," and his father "instilled in
me such power of belief and pos-
itive thinking."
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Caroline Wozniacki, a for-
mer No. 1-ranked tennis

player and the 2018 Australian
Open champion, announced
on Thursday that she is return-
ing to competition three years
after she retired to start a fam-
ily.

The US Tennis Associa-
tion said it will grant Woz-
niacki a wild-card invitation to
participate in the US Open,
which begins in New York on
August 28. She also is receiv-
ing a wild-card entry for a
tournament in Montreal that
begins earlier in August, she
intends to play in the Austra-
lian Open next January and
hopes to represent Denmark at
the 2024 Paris Olympics.

Another aim: She wants to
show women that it is possible
to combine motherhood with
a career.

Wozniacki, who turns 33
in July, has not played an offi-
cial match since losing to Ons
Jabeur in the third round of the
Australian Open in January
2020. Wozniacki revealed a
month earlier that her appear-
ance at Melbourne Park would
be the last of her career.

She and her husband, for-
mer NBA player David Lee,
have a 2-year-old daughter
and an 8-month-old son.

"Over these past three
years away from the game I got
to make up for lost time with
my family, I became a mother
and now have two beautiful
children I am so grateful for.
But I still have goals I want to
accomplish. I want to show my
kids that you can pursue your
dreams no matter your age or
role," Wozniacki wrote
Thursday on Twitter.

"We decided as a family it's
time. I'm coming back to play
and I can't wait!"

She was No. 1 in the WTA
rankings for a total of 71

weeks — first reaching that
spot in 2010 - and earned 30
titles, including the first in
Grand Slam singles for a play-
er from Denmark when she
triumphed in Australia about
5 1/2 years ago.

Wozniacki twice was the
runner-up at the U.S. Open, in
2009 to Kim Clijsters and in
2014 to good friend Serena
Williams, and reached the
semifinals at Flushing Mea-
dows three other times.

She announced in October
2018 that she has rheumatoid
arthritis, an autoimmune con-
dition that can cause pain and
swelling in the wrist and other
joints.

"Am I nervous? Not real-
ly. I'm coming back to some-
thing I love. Yes, I'll be nervous
before a match; I'm OK with
that. I'm great with that. Can
I win the U.S. Open? I think so.
Can I win the Australian
Open? I think so," Wozniacki
wrote in a first-person piece for
Vogue magazine posted on
Thursday.

"That's why I'm doing this.
And I guess we'll see what hap-
pens."

She wrote about speaking
to women "who gave up on
their own dreams because they
wanted to be with their fami-
lies, but somewhere deep down
they have this yearning to do
something they're passionate
about."

Wozniacki continued: "I
want to show those women
that maybe there's a way. It's
certainly not easy to find the
right balance — and I'm so luc-
ky to have a supportive hus-
band and supportive parents,
and the help of a nanny — but
I think it's possible. I want to
prove that to myself and to
those women. You can have
both: You can be thrilled with
your family and with every-
thing at home and still have a
career — and be great at it."
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Andy Murray has criticised
Wimbledon's contentious

artwork showcasing tennis's
most iconic rivalries, labelling it
a "disaster" due to its inadequate
recognition of female players.

In a recently shared image
on Wimbledon's Twitter acco-
unt, a depiction of 15 renowned
players descending a staircase at
the All England Club drew
attention.

Notably, the positioning of
four of the six women were at
the back, while Andy Murray
was excluded entirely, with
Jannik Sinner and Carlos
Alcaraz, who have not gone
beyond the quarterfinals in the

grass-court grand slam, at the
front.

Of the six women players,
only Chris Evert and Martina
Navratilova are among the front
11 players while Serena and
Venus Williams, who have won
a combined 12 Wimbledon 
singles titles, were near the
back.

Speaking after his 6-4, 6-4
loss to world number six Holger
Rune at the Hurlingham exhibi-
tion, Murray said "Me not being
on it is certainly not a problem"
but the grouping of the men at
the front was "slightly strange".

"It was a disaster, wasn't it?
I don't need to elaborate any
more on it, it's pretty obvious if
you see the poster. I guess the

players that are on the poster are
ones that have had incredible
careers and have been unbeliev-
ably successful at Wimbledon,"
the 36-year-old was quoted by
BBC.

"Alcaraz and Sinner are
unbelievable players but it just
seems strange that they were all
sort of behind them. I person-
ally don't really care that much
about it. But I can see when you
look at it, it's like, 'that does look
a bit strange'."

Murray won two Challenger
titles in the home grass-court
season but suffered a first-round
exit at Queen's last week.

He will not be seeded at
Wimbledon, which begins on
July 3.
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The Indian football team has
risen by one place in the lat-

est FIFA Men's World Rankings,
from 101 to 100, which was
released on Thursday.

This is the first time in five
years that the Blue Tigers have
reached the top 100, having last
been ranked at the 97th place in
2018. "India move up to 100 in
the latest FIFA Men's World
Ranking. Steadily we rise," said
the Indian football team's offi-
cial handle in a tweet. In April,
India moved up to 101 in the
FIFA Rankings. They have now
gained 4.24 points which have
helped them move into the top
100 after going unbeaten in June
in the Intercontinental Cup and
the SAFF Championships.

India have been on a hot
streak of form recently and
have been unbeaten since their
0-3 defeat to Vietnam in the
2022 VFF Tri-Nation Series

They have won seven out of
nine games in 2023 while draw-
ing twice, recently against
Kuwait in the ongoing SAFF
Championship and one against
Lebanon in the Hero Intercon-
tinental Cup. Igor Stimac's men
have also won two titles this year
— Tri-Nation Series and the In-
tercontinental Cup. In the nine
games since the loss to Vietnam
in September 2022, India have
also netted 15 goals while reg-
istering eight clean sheets in a
row — a new national record.
Sunil Chhetri and Co. will look
to continue their unbeaten
streak as they face Lebanon in
the SAFF Championship semi-
finals on Saturday.
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Indian football team head
coach Igor Stimac has expres-

sed his displeasure over his wa-
rds losing possession of the ball
at crucial junctures of a game.

Following up their triumph
in the Intercontinental Cup,
India have reached the semifi-
nals of the SAFF Championship,
and Lebanon stand in their way
in the last-four clash.

"There's not much to com-
plain about. We need to improve
in those moments of the game
when our focus and concentra-
tion need?s to be at the highest
possible level and try not to give
away anything," said Stimac.

"The part I'm not satisfied
with is when we give away sim-
ple passes without any pressure
because, after that, you need to
waste an enormous amount of
energy to get the ball back with
the high press that we do.

"Overall, I'm very happy
with the boys. They are coming
very close to the level where I

want them to be," he added.
The match against Kuwait

may have ended in heartbreak
for the Blue Tigers, who were on
their way to victory until an
Anwar Ali own goal led to a
share of points, but Stimac said
that the result has, in no way,
dampened the spirits in the
camp.

"We are improving from
game to game. We have a great
mood whenever we step out on
the training pitch," said Stimac.

"We knew that some time or
the other, we were going to con-
cede a goal. We didn't expect it
would happen with an own
goal in the last minute. But that's
part of football, and you need to
accept it."

There was plenty of drama
on and off the pitch in the final
10 minutes of the game, which
saw three red cards — two for
India (Stimac and Rahim Ali)
and one for Kuwait (Hamad Al-
Qallaf). The late equaliser led to
theatrical reactions from the
visitors' bench, which rejoiced by

making aggressive gestures
towards the Indian dugout.

"The important thing is that
we dominated Kuwait in all
aspects of the game. So, I'm real-
ly happy with the boys. We are
now preparing for the semi-
finals, and everything is going to
be okay and in place there," said
the former Croatia internation-
al.

The Blue Tigers have put
that result behind, and the sole
focus is now on the semifinal
against Lebanon on Saturday.

After already facing the
Cedars twice in the Interconti-
nental Cup in Bhubaneswar
earlier this month, including in
the final, India will head into the
clash with confidence.

According to the latest FIFA
men's rankings released on
Thursday, India have risen by
one place to 100 courtesy of their
Intercontinental Cup triumph.

"I'm happy with the news,
but we need to cement that posi-
tion in our next few games," said
Stimac.
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France's top administrative
court on Thursday upheld a

ban on women football players
wearing Islamic hijab head-
scarves, after the issue was
seized on by politicians claiming
secularism was at risk.

"Sporting federations whose
task is to ensure the good func-
tioning of public services... can
impose a neutrality require-
ment on their players in compe-
titions and sporting events, to
guarantee the smooth running
of matches and any clashes or
confrontation," the Constitutio-
nal Council said in a statement.

It found a French Football
Federation (FFF) rule against
"any sign or clothing clearly
showing political, philosophical,
religious or union affiliation"
during play to be "appropriate
and proportionate".

A group of Muslim women
footballers called the "Hijabeu-
ses" had launched the action
against the FFF regulation.

The FFF said simply that it

had "taken note" of the ruling,
adding that the sporting body
"reaffirms the republican and
civic values that bring football to
life, and its total commitment to
fighting all forms of discrimina-
tion and promoting female-
male equality".

Marion Ogier, a lawyer for
the "Hijabeuses", said the deci-
sion "upsets secularism and
freedom of expression" as well as
"abusing 30 years of legal prece-
dent" on the question.

"This decision goes against
social cohesion in a country
founded on diversity and plural-
ism," she told AFP.

Judges had found them-
selves under political pressure
ahead of the ruling as main-
stream parties look to fend off
the far right riding high in the
polls.

Secularism is a sensitive
topic in France, presented by its
defenders as a way of guarantee-
ing the state's religious neutral-
ity and by critics as a dog-whis-
tle against ethnic and religious
minorities, especially Muslims.
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Tottenham completed the
signing of England mid-

fielder James Maddison from
Leicester. Spurs entered advan-
ced talks with the recently rele-
gated Foxes earlier this week and
secured Maddison in a deal
worth 40 million pounds ($50
million) plus add-ons.

Maddison has agreed a five-
year deal with the club and be-
comes new Tottenham coach
Ange Postecoglou's third arrival
of the summer. The transfer of
Maddison will represent a major
coup for Spurs, who have been
long-term admirers of the 26-
year-old player.

During five largely success-
ful years with Leicester, which
won the FA Cup in 2021, Mad-
dison made 203 appearances,
scored 55 goals and produced 41
assists. While Maddison was
unable to prevent Leicester suf-
fering a shock relegation to the
second tier, he was still able to

hit double figures for goals.
Leicester's fight for survival saw
the club turn down advances for
Maddison in the January trans-
fer window but it has now
agreed for him to depart.

Maddison's creativity and
versatility will boost a Spurs
squad that has lacked a player in
his mold since Christian Eriksen
left in 2020.

His arrival completes a busy
couple of weeks for Tottenham,
who made Dejan Kulusevski's
loan switch from Juventus per-
manent and signed Empoli goal-
keeper Guglielmo Vicario.
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Days after the All India
Football Federation (AIFF)

turned down a proposal from
Argentina to play a football
friendly in India citing its stag-
gering appearance fee, Kerala
Sports Minister V. Abdurahi-
man said the state is ready to
host the Lionel Messi-led world
champions, provided they are
willing to come. Abdurahiman
said he has already spoken to
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
in this regard. 

“Everyone knows how pas-
sionate the Chief Minister is
about sports. It was Vijayan

who first mooted the idea of
hosting Argentina for a friend-
ly, which has been conveyed to
them. 

Once we get a confirma-
tion from Argentina, will go
forward with it. We will also
approach the AIFF, and I don’t
see any reason for it to turn
down our proposal,” said
Abdurahiman, who hails from
Malappuram, the most football
crazy district in Kerala. When
asked about the likely expens-
es and if the state will be able
to afford it, Abdurahiman
replied, “Kerala’s love for foot-
ball is known to all, so funds
will not be an issue at all.”
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Star Indian wicketkeeper- batter KL
Rahul who picked up an injury,

suffered a hamstring injury while
playing for LSG against RCB during
IPL 2023 match and is currently in
NCA in Bengaluru for regaining full
fitness.

However there is still no clarity
on whether he has started his skill-
based training - batting, fielding, and
keeping. Rahul is considered the first-
choice keeper-batter for the ODI World Cup
which is set to take place between October 5 and
November 19. It is still a doubt if he will be avail-
able for the series.

Former India cricketer Laxman
Sivaramakrishnan expressed his thoughts about
KL Rahul and said that batting in the nets is not
enough to make an international comeback.

"He should be made to play domestic crick-
et to assess his match fitness and batting form.

Getting back into the Indian team
should not be so easy, you bat in the
nets and ready for international com-
petition," Sivaramakrishnan said.

Sivaramakrishnan Backs Sai
Sudharsan To Grab The Middle-
Order's Spot

Sivaramakrishnan suggested the
name of a youngster who stands a
good chance to grab the middle-
order's spot in Rahul's absence.

"People like Sai Sudharsan need
to be looked at, left-handed middle-order bats-
man," he tweeted.

Sudharsan became the second-youngest bat-
ter to score a half-century in the IPL final. At the
age of 21 years and 226 days, He broke the record
of Manan Vohra, who scored a fifty in the IPL 2014
final, at the age of 20 years and 318 days. GT
acquired Sudharsan for Rs. 20 lakh in the IPL 2022
auction. He played a sensational innings of 96 off
just 47 balls against Chennai Super Kings.
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Asecond successive century from Sean
Williams fired Zimbabwe to a 14-run

victory over Oman in the Super Six stage of
the ICC World Cup Qualifier here on
Thursday as the hosts inched closer to the
50-over showpiece in India.

In their first match here, Zimbabwe car-
ried the form they showed in Group A to
get the better of a fighting Oman, with
Williams continuing his stellar run.

After winning four out of four match-
es in the group stages, the hosts are now up
to six points in the Super Six, thanks to their
four points carried over and a further two
picked up at the Queens Sports Club.

Oman battled hard, with a century from
Kashyap Prajapati, but could never quite
keep up with the rate as they tried to chase
a target of 333.

In five innings at the tournament,
Williams has notched up three centuries and
a 91, and he was at it once again to take down
Oman.

A brilliant 142 from 103 balls set the
platform for Zimbabwe to score 332 for
seven after being put into bat.

Williams came to the crease after skip-
per Craig Ervine (21) was bowled by
Kaleemullah (1/39), with Joylord Gumbie
(25) following shortly afterwards to Fayyaz
Butt (4/79) to leave Zimbabwe at 48 for two.

A 64-run stand with Wessly Madhevere
(23) started the rebuild, and Williams and
Sikandar Raza (42) then added 112 for the
fourth wicket to lay the foundation for a
huge score.

Fayyaz removed both the set batters,

either side of trapping Ryan Burl (13) leg
before, but Zimbabwe were still looking
good on 276 for six with five overs remain-
ing. And some big hitting from Luke
Jongwe carried them to an even bigger total,
needing just 28 balls to crash an unbeaten
43 -- a knock that proved crucial in the end.

Prajapati batted with intent from the
word go, dominating an opening stand of
29 before Jatinder Singh fell having con-
tributed just two.

That brought Aqib Ilyas to the crease,
and with Kashyap taking the initiative, the
pair added 83. Raza had Aqib caught
behind for 45, before a 44-run stand with
Zeeshan Maqsood ended when the skipper
was forced to retire hurt having injured his
hamstring while going for a sweep.

With the required rate rising, it felt like
Kashyap would need to stay until the end

but a stunning catch from Raza off Blessing
Muzarabani ended his knock on 103 from
just 97 balls.

That left Oman needing 142 from 15
overs, a task made trickier when Richard
Ngarava removed Shoaib Khan caught and
bowled for 11.

Ayaan Khan was not going to go down
without a fight though, and smashed 47 off
just 43 deliveries before he was caught in the
deep off Muzarabani in the 45th over.

Kaleemullah then followed, caught on
the boundary by Jongwe with a juggling
attempt where he twice had to toss the ball
into the air as he stepped over the rope
before completing the remarkable catch.

Mohammad Nadeem (30 not out) gave
it his all to take Oman closer to a famous
victory but when they needed 29 off the final
over, their race was all but over.
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Sourav Ganguly finds it
extremely baffling that

Ajinkya Rahane has been hand-
ed Test vice captaincy after
spending nearly 18 months on
the sidelines as the former India
skipper demanded "consistency
and continuity" in the selection
process.

Rahane, 35, was out of
favour for one-and-a-half years
but was India's best batter in the
World Test Championship final
against Australia, with scores of
89 and 46 at the Oval, earlier this
month.

Just one Test old after mak-
ing a come back, the national
selection committee headed by
interim chief Shiv Sunder Das
re-appointed Rahane as Rohit
Sharma's deputy for the West
Indies Test series.

So was it not ideal to groom
someone like Shubman Gill for
the role? "Yeah I think so,"
Ganguly told PTI during an

exclusive interaction from
London.

While he didn't term
Rahane's ascendancy as a step
backward, he didn't term it as a
pragmatic decision.

"I won't say it's a step back-
ward. You have been out for 18
months, then you play a Test and
you become a vice-captain. I
don't understand the thought
process behind it. There is
Ravindra Jadeja, who has been
there for a long time and a cer-
tainty in Test matches, he is a
candidate." "....but to just come
back and straightway become
vice-captain after 18 months, I
don't understand. My only thing
is that selection shouldn't be hot
and cold. There has to be con-
tinuity and consistency in selec-
tion," Ganguly, one of India's
finest Test captains, said.

The Indian selectors have hit
the transition button by exclud-
ing a batter of Chetshwar Pujara'
stature and Ganguly wants that
communication channel should

be clear with a player, who has
featured in more than 100 Tests
for India. "Selectors should have
a clear idea about him (Pujara).
Do they need him to play Test
cricket anymore or do they
want to continue with young-
sters and communicate it to him.
Somebody like Pujara can't be
dropped, then picked, dropped
again and then picked. Same
with Ajinkya Rahane also," the
straight-talking Ganguly said.

Sarfaraz Khan deserves a
chance to prove his mettle

There has been a overgrow-
ing feeling that even to get a nod
in Test cricket, one needs to have
a solid IPL like Ruturaj Gaikwad
had. Ganguly, though, disagrees
with that notion.

He said a prolific batter like
Sarfaraz Khan, who could not do
well in IPL, should get a chance
to prove himself.

"I think Yashasvi Jaiswal
has scored tons of runs in Ranji
Trophy, Irani Trophy, Duleep
Trophy. I think that's why he is
in the squad. I feel for Sarfaraz
Khan. At some point he should
get an opportunity for the
amount of runs that he has
scored in past three years.

"And same thing for
Abhimanyu Easwaran for the
tons of runs he has scored in last
five to six years. I am surprised
that both of them have been
omitted but they should get a
chance in future. But Yashasvi
Jasiwal is a good selection." He
has seen Sarfaraz from close
quarters as Director of Cricket
at Delhi Capitals and he isn't
amused with the perception
that he can't play fast bowling.
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India is all set for the West
Indies tour starting June 28

before they fight for the Asia
Cup 2023 Trophy. There have
been a lot of speculations about
Indian team selection for the
Asia Cup, as many star perform-
ers availability for the game has
not been confirmed yet.

Star Indian middle order
batter Shreyas Iyer is likely to
miss Asia Cup 2023 due to an
injury is an impinged nerve
caused by a bulged disc in the
lower back area on the right side.
He has been struggling with the
injury since returning from the
Bangladesh series in December
2022.

Apart from Iyer, KL Rahul
also picked up an injury during
the IPL and is likely to return for
the Asia Cup 2023. Though
there is no official statement
from BCCI about their availabil-
ity.

A senior BCCI official gave
a major health update on their
fitness. He told Inside sports that
both the stars are on the road to

recovery but Iyer's progress is
slow.

"Rahul's recovery is going
well. He should be fit in a
month or so. Return from
surgery is always tricky and he
is a very important player for
World Cup. Iyer's progress is
slow but we are still hopeful that
he will recover by World Cup.
But at this moment, it's not a cer-
tainty with Iyer."

"Ideally, we would want him
to play some matches going into
World Cup. Asia Cup is the per-
fect platform. But if he is 100%
fit, Ireland is where we can see
his fitness. It all depends on how
he recovers. With Iyer, we have
to give him time" he added.

JASPRIT BUMRAH SET TO
MAKE A COMEBACK

Star Indian bowler Jasprit
Bumrah, who underwent back
surgery in March this year and
underwent rehabilitation at the
National Cricket Academy
(NCA) in Bengaluru, is finally
set to return to international
cricket in the T20I series against
Ireland in August this year.
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Aday before starting their
Super Six campaign in the

Men's Cricket World Cup qual-
ifiers against the Netherlands,
1996 champions Sri Lanka suf-
fered a blow with pacer
Dushmantha Chameera set to
miss the rest of tournament due
to a right shoulder injury.

As per Sri Lanka Cricket
(SLC), Chameera is still recov-
ering from a right pectoral
muscle injury he sustained on
the right shoulder while prac-
ticing, ahead of the team's first
game of the group stage of the
qualifiers against the UAE.

"Accordingly, the bowler
will not be available for selec-
tions for the Super Six Round
games as well. Chameera will
return home and engage in a
rehabilitation program at the
High Performance Center at the
RPICS," said SLC in a state-
ment.

The statement also men-
tioned that pacer Dilshan
Madushanka will be included in
the Sri Lanka squad as a
replacement for Chameera,

who has been battling injury
issues for a long time.

Ankle and calf injuries also
ruled Chameera out of Sri
Lanka's triumph in the Asia
Cup last year in the UAE.
Though he recovered in time to
play Men's T20 World Cup in
Australia, the pacer suffered
another injury setback after
pulling up while running in to
bowl the last over of his spell in
the group match against UAE
at Geelong, and immediately
went off the field.
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England cruised to 145-1 by tea
on day two of the second Ashes
test after bowling out Australia

for 416 at Lord's on Thursday.
Ben Duckett had a patient 62 and

Ollie Pope was on 32.
Spinner Nathan Lyon got the only

wicket, gifted by Zac Crawley on 48.
Conditions favored the batters

after lunch with the sun out and the
slow pitch offering little movement.

Crawley and Duckett took advan-
tage, combining for an untroubled 91
runs, the best stand by England
openers against Australia since 2011
when Andrew Strauss and Alastair

Cook made 98. That was 32 Ashes
tests ago. Crawley was the more
impressive of the pair, hitting back-
to-back fours against Mitchell Starc,
driving and pulling Josh Hazlewood
to the rope, and sweeping Lyon
through midwicket.

But on 48 off 47 balls, he was out-
smarted by Lyon. Crawley charged
and Lyon combined with wicketkeep-
er Alex Carey to stump him down the
leg side.

England's fourth stumping of the
series marked the most in a home
Ashes series since 1993.

Duckett, who scored 182 against
Ireland at Lord's this month, reached
his first Ashes fifty from 84 balls with

a boundary though midwicket against
the expensive Starc.

Duckett was strong through mid-
wicket and the covers for his eighth
fifty in his 12th test.

Pope was relatively haring along
with 32 from 40 balls, and showing
no sign of the injured right shoulder
from Wednesday that kept him from
the field for most of three sessions.

He and Duckett had an unbeat-
en 54 together.

Starc was picked ahead of Scott
Boland in the only change by
Australia after winning at Edgbaston
last week, but was proving costlier
after his first seven overs were plun-
dered for 55 runs.
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Australia off-spinner Nathan
Lyon suffered an Ashes injury

scare when he limped off with a calf
problem during the second day of
the second Test at Lord's.

Lyon appeared to hold his calf
muscle after running in from the
boundary Thursday to field a shot
from England's Ben Duckett.

The 35-year-old slowly hobbled
off the field and sat down for sev-
eral minutes while a member of
Australia's medical team checked his
injury. Appearing to wipe away
tears, Lyon eventually limped
around the boundary edge towards
the dressing room while a staff
member held on to stop the bowler
losing his balance.

"Nathan Lyon suffered an injury
to his right calf while fielding in the
final session today," a Cricket
Australia spokesman said.

"He will be further assessed after
play. A further update, if available,
will be shared in the morning."

Lyon's absence from the rest of
the second day and potentially
much longer is a huge setback for

Australia's bid to retain the Ashes.
Pat Cummins' side lead 1-0 after

winning the first Test of the five-
match series at Edgbaston. Earlier
on Thursday, Lyon had dismissed
Zak Crawley to claim his 496th Test
wicket and ninth of the series.

Lyon's appearance at Lord's
made him only the sixth man to play
in 100 consecutive Tests and the
third Australian after Allan Border
and Mark Waugh.

His 496 Test wickets place him
eighth on the all-time list and
fourth among spinners. Shane
Warne and Glenn McGrath are the
only Australians to have taken
more Test wickets than Lyon
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Australia's Steve Smith scored a
hundred against England dur-

ing the second Ashes Test on
Thursday at the Lord's Cricket
Ground in London.

Smith got to his 32nd Test cen-
tury on the 92nd over off James
Anderson. He also equalled the
record of Steve Waugh for most cen-
turies for Australia in Tests.

Smith also goes level with Jack
Hobbs for the second-most hun-
dreds in Ashes (12), Don Bradman
leads the list with 19 tons.

This was the eighth hundred for

the 34-year-old in England, second
most after Bradman in the country
(11).

The right-hander was also the
fastest to hit 32 Test hundreds. The
previous best was Ricky Ponting,
who achieved the feat after 176
innings. 

Earlier on day 1, Smith became
the second fastest to reach the 9,000
Test runs mark. The former Australia
skipper reached the feat in 174
innings, next only to Sri Lankan
great Kumar Sangakkara, who did it
in 172 innings. However, Smith is the
fastest in terms of matches taken (99)
to reach the achievement.
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ICC recently announced the
official and complete schedule

for the upcoming ODI World
Cup 2023 set to be held in India
entirely for the first time ever.
The much-awaited India vs
Pakistan clash is currently set to
take place on October 15 at
Ahmedabad's Narendra Modi
Stadium.

However, as per recent
reports, Chennai's Chepauk
Stadium is likely to be the back-
up for the mega clash between
arch-rivals. The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) needs permission

from the Pakistani government
to travel to India for the tourna-
ment and the clash between two
neighboring sides is likely to be
shifted to Chennai from Ahme-
dabad in case the Pakistan gov-
ernment is concerned with the
security.

The fixtures list for the ICC
Men's Cricket World Cup 2023
in India has been released along
with the ten venues for the
mega event that will span across
46 days later this year. The
World Cup kicks off on October
5 with a repeat of the 2019 Final
as England take on New Zealand
at the Narendra Modi Stadium

in Ahmedabad.
The much-anticipated

India-Pakistan clash is scheduled
for Sunday, October 15 in
Ahmedabad. Their last encoun-
ter in the 2019 World Cup was
a high-scoring affair with India
achieving a huge victory in
Manchester.

A total of 10 teams will par-
ticipate at the showcase event,
the first eight having already
qualified through the Cricket
World Cup Super League. The
final two spots will be deter-
mined at the end of the Qualifier
tournament in Zimbabwe,
which concludes on July 9.
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Wicketkeeper-batter Nishant
Sindhu slammed 150

while pacer Harshit Rana
notched up his maiden hundred
in first-class cricket to put North
Zone in the driver's seat against
North East Zone on Day 2 of the
Duleep Trophy quarterfinal at M
Chinnaswamy Stadium, here
on Thursday. After opener
Dhruv Shorey made 135 on day
one's play, it was the turn of
Sindhu and Rana, who
remained not out on 122, to
make merry against North East
Zone bowlers, before the North
Zone innings was declared at
540/8 in 136 overs.

Before rain caused an end to
day two's play, Rana, Siddharth
Kaul and Baltej Singh took a
wicket each to leave North East
Zone at 65/3 in 20 overs, trail-
ing North Zone by 475 runs.
Sindhu began the day by reach-
ing his hundred in 165 balls, also
his third century in first-class
cricket. But North East Zone
struck back as Palzor had Pulkit
Narang dismissed for 46, ending

a crucial 130-run stand for the
seventh wicket. However, the
inexperienced bowling line-up
had little respite as Rana came
out all guns blazing, smashing all
over the park to reach his fifty
in just 37 balls.

Sindhu, a member of India's
2022 Men's U19 World Cup
winning squad, continued his
sublime batting to reach his 150,
before falling on the same score
to Imliwati. But Rana's stunning
counterattacking knock contin-
ued and with clean shots in
hand, he reached his hundred off
just 75 balls, as North Zone went
past 500. After 40 more runs,
North Zone declared their
innings as Rana went back with
122 not out against his name,
laced with 12 fours and nine
sixes at a strike-rate of 141.86. 
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