elangana has
emerged as [ndia's
grecn glory,

Thanks to the pace

at which it had re

wained its lost al-
lure as a granary, the land is
being looked apon a5 an en-
chanting paradise oday, Hori-
culture gardens and plantations
thar siretch lushly on either side
of the highways and maral roads
are unasual of its past and they
are the wisihle reality of its quick
transtormation.  Consecutive
Faihare of monsoons, TN
:Er|'||:|.:|'|l. mounting debts, and
the unending story of Ermers’

suleldes were once the order of

the day. It iz alrogether a differ-
SN S10TY Now.

Hounted by money lenders,
thousands of fnmilies of farmers
and farm workers deserted their
homes and farms and moved to
distant towns and cities in search
af Tresh meadows.
liwelihwonds, people were forced
by the wretched conditions they
lived in and many preferred
sell agricultural lands for a song.
There were instances where
lands were traded off for milch
animals- a5 the scarcity condi
tiones that persisted for long
vears pendered nning the most
Taneful actvity.

The lands had no takers those
days and people pinned no hope
on thern. But today agriculoaral
lands are the most sought-after,
A piece of lond has turned dearer
than a mgzet ot gold. Costing no
le== thamn s 25 lakh to B 50 lakh
an acre anywlere mthe State,
there is hardly any eller, Evenin
the pemnntest pockeds, vast tracis
of land are seen lving verdant
even under the harsh sun.

Close on the heels of a bumper
harvest of Yasang they had to-
wards the end of April last, farm
s are busy again with brisk sc-
tivity in preparation for the
ensubng Vanakalam season, The
AErarin el was the most
talked about in the history of e
region. But now, there is 2 deas-
tic decling in the number of sui-
cides and those ending lives by
suicides had not mech 1o do with
tarming, The loan waiver ox-

tended by the Stabe by writing off

By 1735147 crores of TP ban

taben by the 40,74 522 farmers
204 o B0UE came in handy Tor
restorng the dwindled fortumnes
of the peasant community. Oui-
standing crog lnans of ap 1o Rad
lakh per farmier Eamily as om Dhe-
cember 11, 2008 were made clig
ble for waiver, In the annual
hmh_:_ul for 202524 an allncation
of B 6385 crores has been made
ti clesr crop loans.

The exvortionlsd groups that
murtured the practice of funding
in kind by collecting 50 g 100
kgs of produce from each
farmer right in their khallas in
the extremist-afected  areas
hiave no trace today, Peace that
prevadbed all over the State w1||‘|
stabbe sdministration and effee-
(LT I.'.'-'a .EIILI -:'-l'-..1'r rI.'HIJI.lI.'-\.- i
unfaliering progress that helped
in shaping up country's most en-
vied as well as the mach craved
for Telangana model

Devoad of

The progress achieved by Telangana in agriculture sector is a role model to the
nation. It is the only State in the country that is according top priority for welfare of
farmers and spending crores of rupees for development of the agriculture sector...
I RS 2,16,000 CRORE TOWARDS

M OF RYTHU BAMDHU, BYTHU BIMA, 24 HOUR FREE POWER
NO CONSTRUCTION OF IRRIGATION PROJECTS
THE STATE GOVERMMENT'S COMMITMENT TOWA
DEVELOPMENT O

TELAMGANA HAS S0 FAR SPEN

IMPLEMENTATIO
SUPPLY A

FARMERS...

— K CHANDRASHEKHAR RAQ, Chial Minishar
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Arpain lakh aores

IR

There were villages in the
Seate with more than 100 hore
wallz sunk, but none '_.'ie:':|:|5n|:_ a
irickle. State Agriculiure Secre-
tary M Raghunandan Bao was
well-versed with such cage
studies taken up in person dur-
ing his stint in the BRDA a5 3
Project Director. Tribal clusters
all along the Akery, 8 tributary
of Munnero river serve os a
classic u\.||'|'|:-|u of a splendid
pransformation. 1t was onpe of
the driest rain shadow zones In
the region where a blade of
grass was seldom seen for a
major part of the year. As a way
out to quench the thirst of peo-

20518 " DHEIT  FTE

spiaim which wrs i B ook af brisarion fiacdlivies and Jermsees sedgrmting o other Saeies S eeliteimd fine e o Veanmeng and

T TR T P T TR I

& Frigduciion mnkh inms

238 PavdED 202

ple, not to speak of their farm
ing needs, e succesded in
banilling & string of check doms
o the siream o help replenish
the groundwater levels.

After the formation of Telan-
gana, half-a-dozen Grrigation
tanks were rejuvenated in the
area, Water supply to the tribal
habitations is supported under
Mission Bhagirathe, now a
perennial  source Farmers
tasted the hemdy brew of soc-
cess prowlng paddy crops. Red
sander plantations are galore.
['eople with small land holdings
are making big money growing
vegetables, 1t is not an isolated

P2l e

In agricultare area

INCREASE
In agrieullure production

Iahb acrag lakh Acres

success story, Farmers are a
spritely communsty I|||;|.;|'_.' all
over the State adding  ade-
quately 1o the State Gross Do-
miestic Prodwct CS0GDT). More
and maore of those who left the
State during hard times are
fooking back to their roots

The big £ support extended in
the form of non-repayable Rythu
Bandhu has worked wonders
Mlomuey remtied directly mtothe
bank accounts at the beginnimg
of every crop season gave hem i
bisz relief. They now began (o live
up to their much-labelled iden-
tity of “freding hands",

Since the formation of the

e Pl froensstoenie Hee Sl

Cheliukistian] i EAre

14, G50

50
LEHH -
" .
NS MO MO0DT MR

State, the agriculiure sector has
biren -:'T|i||1_.'an|.1 a focused anp-
proach from the government,
Over Bs 430 lakh crores was
funneled through the govern-
ment's special inbiiatives preo-
viding farmers with investment
suppart, infrastrociure, exten-
sion activity, social security, and
procurement of farm produace,
Eey imitiatives including the
Fythu Bandhu intended for giv-

ing crop inyvestment support of

B 1000 per acre a year, 2457
free powner farm sepvice, rejuve-
nation of over 45,000 irrgation
tanks and ponds under Mission
Eakatiya, constmaction of majoer

[ _J VORI
14,773 44,744

POWER
SUPPLY

24 HOURS
in 2018

o]

frmigation projects, promedion o
tivestock and fisheries, sheep
distribution scheme served as
the wrowih drivers.

On Bythu Bandu alone, the
government had apint over s
65,191 erores disbursed ingen in-
staliments so far reaching out to
63,000,588 pattadars during the
past five years. The positive im

act of the initiotive was ac-
r|-.|11'lq'|;|;-:-.'|| by umpteen num-
bieer of orpanisations resked with
farm studbes. The Foasd and
Apriculiure Organisarion
(FAQ) of the United Magions
has listed it as one of the 20
schemes  world over  that
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proved to be mest useful to th
farmers. Families of 949297 d
ceased farmers were paid B
4.4 85 o1 (Bs 5 lakh each) frim
2008 tor 2023, The Governmer
has paid Bs 538383 crores §
PFE T,

The Stage-sponsored it
tives have bed o an Increase @
the share of agriculmre and a
lied sectors such as fisherie
livestock, and social forestey
the Gross State Value adde
{G5YA )at current prices to th
State economy from 16.3%
2004-15 to 1H.2% 1 2023-23,

Hinee the formation of th
Siate the Gross Cropped Are
reglstered an increase of 8%,
heas gone up feoan L3 crore ace
in 2004 te 240 crore acres i
2023, Telangana Share in a
India Gross Cropped Are
Share Gross Cropped Area hs
gone up from 307 % to 506
-.!|:|ri7|3.: tins period,

Telangans has emaerged as th
largest producer of paddy ali
PMunjab over the years, The agr
culture prodection which we
only 154 lakh metric  tor
tousched 362 lakh metric tons b
2023, Major steps taken in th
direction of farm mechanisatio
triggered a new page of rapi
grovwth in the sgriculiure secto

The State had spent over B
LOCKE crore on the providion o
tractors, harvesters, and oths
farm  machinery and impl
ments, The government had f
cilitated crop-based custom i
ing centres on subsid
minimising dredgery on manu
labsonar Associated with farm 1]
erations. The government ha
dealywith an bron bamd, the suj
ply of substandard seed wit
fake labelling by private distrit
utors, Sged being a critical d
terminant in incrcasing produ
tiom, it was accorded to
priotity, Promoeting high-yiek
mgr varieties suitaple for th
it soils, e government ha
sippiplbed 3008 fakh quintals
aeed spending over Bs D283
crofe from 2004-15 1o 2022230

As part of the seed bow] initi
tivie, the supply of quality sce
ensured by the gevernmaens hi
beneftting 46,57 lakb farmers 5
bar. The value of the seed indu:
try increased toabout $1.3 hillio
Fromm S0 billion amd the numbs
of seed fEemers nereased |
abit 035 million by 2022- X
frowm 024 millEom in 2004-15.

The State has also strengil
cned seed organisations by in
plementing sced parks, Th
government also implemente
thie seed schermes of | 1|_=i]:r|:r;|r|
aatinn for Economie [_Z-::--|'||,1|_'r;
tion and Developrsent (OECL
for the frst thme In India to pr
merti seed exports and estat
lished meedern seed testing Lk
with advanced facilities. Raisin
the pwareness on seed certibe
tiom, it hosted several nation
and international seed confe
ences, includinge the Intern:
Homal Seed Testing Assockatio
ST A) Congrass (2014).

R el by Specid Commaamon
[reaariment of Snlormation and Public Reatis
o, ol Twacga
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Brimming
prosperity

Glorious™10
with

After the formation of the State in 2014, the irrigation sector registers a massive turnaround with the
State government creating infrastructure to irfigate 1.25 crore acres of agricultural land, besides catering
to the drinking water and industrial needs of its growing population

1 Koot pragect which wos evompieted div i record

caling wp the e
LI COVERIEE Wak
considered as the
anly option ti help
reyive the dEwindled
feriunes of Telin-
#ann. The Rght for Statehasod
arwae] '.1'.i|i|'||1_.' tu theE mouning
angst of the water-starved
millions in the region.

Decades of neglect of the i
rigation sources had apeli
dorm for its people while the
spectre of drought that per
sigred For wewrs plaved havoc
adding to their mizery.

Hot even one-third of the
pr-|1||:|uli||:|| had access 1o safis
drinking water when Telan-
gana was part of the combined
State. The acoess to irogation
was much worse I s alio-
gether a different story afwer
the formation of the new
Lrate The Siate Bivernimel
accorded prioricy to the ere-
atbon of infrastracture to i
gavte 125 Likh acres of Tand, be-
sides catering to the drinking
water and industrial needs in
villnges and wrbsn areas,

A focased approach was
made for speody completion of
onguing progects, rejuverien
al minar lrelgation anks and
water bodies under “Mission
Kakariva', modernisaiion of
projects ke Magarjuna Sagor,
Mizam Sagar and Sri Bam
Sapar. Three major 13t irrigs-
tion pnli:".'l % — Knleshwaram.,
Palamuery Banga Reddy, and
Sitarama — were taken up,

Ealeshwaram Project, the
bradnchild of Chlel Minister K
Chandrashekhar Ruo  was
completed ina record time of
Awisarg, Inonugrirnted on June

NEW &3 RCAIT OF
1742 LAk &DHES HAS
BEEM CHEATED AMD
SLLIT LA LY
31.60 LAKH ACHES
STABILEFED, FLUATHER, AP
AACLUT OF BD25 Lakk
ACRESWILL BE CREATED
IWTHE NEXT 310 4 YEARS
LIMIOER THE CIreHIEs
PAOJECTS AMND THE STATE
WILE ACSEVE THE
TARGETED AYACLIT OF
1.26 CRORE ACHES
Eiilieadioo of alion
poteesial B in 50 ¥0N lwkh
aome by 202223 pgrensl 40 lnkh
acrns in 201847
Padoy cultraeiion in P Shale ks
incmEsod by 180% balwoan
2074-80 and F021-22 (feom 25 akh
aofes by BB lskh Bores)
Padoy groducton in me Goie has
Inceisd by S42% balwoan
2013-40 and 122 flenm ARG fnkh
MTa ko 20 lekh WES)

Tha Groas Irigeded Ares of o rops
incraasad by 117% babamen
2014-55 and 2001-22 (from B2 fakh
#cres 8o 135 laih acres]

Vipler vie e isncy iIncooased fom
orodnd 10, 003 mores g TRIC o
12,000-175.000 peras par TRIG

Z1, 26N, by the UM, 1 1% serv-
ing TS, as the growth engine
for developouent,

The project was intended mw
fuctlitate wiilizatlon of 400
tmic of water from Godavarl,
The ersrwhile Mahababnagar,
which reeled under droughi
conditlons for years, today
hasoeer B Inkh acnes of ayacat
servied under four differant

e Mans chiomeed Ve froudsgvape o Tk v

|"I‘v.‘l-_'ivl.'ﬂ.'- With aview to meet-
g thse Bona feli dreams of wtil-
ising Krishma river water for
Mubabubnagsr and Hen-
garcddy disiricts, PRLIS was
iaken up. It envisages Hiting
TMEC of flood worer in G0 days
v supply drinking water i
L2236 vitlages In 3 mandals of
Maparkurraol, Mabobubmnegar,
Marayanpet, Vikarabad, Ban-
wareddy and MNalgonda dis-
tricis  including Hyderabad
City in Phase-I and Irrigation
facalitzes 1o 123 lakh scres in
Phase-IL

Henavenotion of water b
e ynder Mission Eakatiya
not only improved water
awailability, but also befped in
recharging |:|:r|:|'.|1|-.| wilter
acreas the Soite.  Mizskon
Baykativa was launched for
the restoration of all irrigution
tanks, kuntas, anbcots, and
chieck dams in 2004, Under the
programme 27,819 tanks were
tken up and 2L63E of them
were rearored with an expen-
diture of Rs 5264 crores. With
nocupital oatlay of about Bs
A B2% crores, 3 fodal of L2200
check doms were proposed on
dth 1o 82h order streamis to
capluce rup-aff and regener-
ated water In such minoe
sorces. The initiative was in-
tencked to ensure the rejuve-
nathen of the streams and alsn
v provent sedimentation in
the reservoirs Tt was in-
tended eo develop the Srate ie-
rigation secior with a haolistic
approach, Providing real-time
wiatus of works on projects
and App based progress re-
pirris, the project montorng
syslem {PM5) was developed,
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'Power-packed’ performance

hen Telangana was

carved out of Andhrs

Pradesh in 2004, it

wits a power-defct State, with
industrlal consumers fachng
power heliduys of up o three
dys in a week nd no supplhy
during peak hours, Domestic
and commercial conswmers
faced up to six howes of power
curg, There ware power cuis
fior 12 1o L6 hours in villages, B
to i2 hours in mandal centres,
Gt [ howars in disfrct centres
and even in capieal Hyderabad
The farm sector had ecratic
srippdies as against the promise
of seven houes per day. Fasm-
ors' suicides weore common
dee fo debts, The mabers in un-
divided AP even prodiced that
Telangana would plunge ints

Farmers hail

TELANGANA'S

GROWTH

and speed at wark

|.|:|ri|.|:|L'-xﬁ ]l el e H Ll [ T St
was carved out and that there
would be no development

Howisver, in lessthana YEdT,
power cuts were lified In the
new State, and guality power
was supplied o all sectors.
The government ensueed that
there were no power cuts, o
rinid-the-clock power supply
wiks available for  domestic,
commercial, and indusiry, and
a mine-hour supply to the agri-
cliare sechors.

There was a peak power de-
miand shortape of 2700 MW,
Howeewer, within & few yeary,
the Srate turned things around
and by the end of 209-20,
Telamgana turned mbo @ power
surplus Stage. It wos becgusa of
the sustained ¢fiorms and foeas

ladd by Clhidef Mindster K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on the power
sector that Telangona could
becrme & power sirplus Skate
that managed to increase the
coniracied installed power ca-
p:u_‘in_.' from 7.778 MW fn 24
1in the current 18567 MW, The
State povernment invested Bs
30331 crore {or siTengrhening
the Tranamission and Disirl-
buticn network [ the State in
that Inst mine years,

Touday Telongana is manag-
i o -supply 24-hoor free
power i agricaliure and enin-
terrupted power sapply o
both domestie and ndustrbal
stctors. Power consumption
has meregsed subsiantinlly in
commereil and Indeserial sec-
turs dua to quallty powar sup-

ply withoat any poawer s
For all those who sald theee
wirtld be total darkness in
'Ii'1'l;|n|.r_xr|:|.1|'.'i:-; grivwth story 18
AN EFL-OpeneT,

Cree to the avaiiability of
power and pro-industrial poli-
clos of the povernment, busd-
ness houses have started trosi-
ing the government and
sevaral multinarbemnal and [n-
dian companies hove opened
their facilities in the State and
irvestid Bllons of dollare

In arder i provide oniater-
rupted power supply to farm-
ers, the Telangana givermment
in fanuary 2008 lunched 24%7
power supply to thi State’s 2.3
million (armess free ol cost,
amd today, the mymber has n-

creased to 2720 lakh spricul-

Feople are now enjoving the sweet fruits under Telangana's

independence, Through a concerted effort, water is being harnessed,
stored and then pumped to the higher planes through lift projects,
TUNMNELS, CANALS, AND BARBAGES BY MAJOR PROJECTS LIKE
KALESHWARAM, THIS HAS MADE THE DREAM OF BRINGING OME
CRORE ACRES UNDER FERTILE LANDS IN THE STATE A REALITY

— K CHANDRASHEKHAR RAD, Chief Mnistar

2,000,000

PALAKMURL
RANGAAEDDY LIS

e comsumers. To incraasa
i3 power production capacity,
the Telangana State Power
Generation Carporstiom Lim-
lted, eommbsiinned four unlts
of Bhodradri Thermat Power
Statingn (2 TN =
IOEORW), and  efforis  dre
being made to commission rao
Srage-l units and synchronise
onae Seage-I1 unkt of the S=R{)
MW Yadadri Thermal Power
Seation by June 2023,

The remarkable progress
made in the power sector in
Telangnna has caoght the oi-
temtion of the nation. Today
Telangana |8 serthng an exam-
ple toother States in the coun-
try ot registering  rapid
progoress fn ebeclriciy moa
shavrr timee.

Empowering
the marginalised

Various schemes and iniliatives by the TS government
have addressed the needs of the downtrodden helping

them laad a batter life

he Telangan pevernment

has taken inchiive growih m

the mext Bevel by implement-
ing a ranpa of wellare schemes ben
phiting all sections of society. These
initatives by the Chandrashekhar
Hao government are aimed at im-
praoving the [ives of the pooT, T
ginalised, and yulnerable, and cm-
powering them to lead 3 botter 1ife
I!r.iﬁdm-‘!-‘iﬂf their needs

Through the implementation of
these unigue schemes, the State
povernment succeeded in reversing
decades of injustice done o these
spctiong of seciety and providing
them with a level playing field with
otherse While some of  these
sehemes are maant o glve hope o
o betier life, others are aimed 1oem-
power these marginalised and vul-
neralle aections,

T'he Bharat Bachirs Samitl (BRS)
povernment spent a whopping Rs
2.20 lakh crorie for social wislfire in
the Last nine yeara. [n terms of an-
runl expenditore for social welfare,
'I,'q|.'|n|.=.:|11.1. utands frst amuniy afl
other major States. As  against
T'elangana's Ks 33,443 14 crore allo-
cated in H22-23, the budgat alloga:
thisn for social welface in Ultar
Pradesh was Fs 24,420 crore, Kar-
nataka RBs I1L33T crore, and Ha
iJ.':Ihuu B 15,563 crore. In Z2005-24
fiszal, Telangana allocated e 35547
crore for all wellare departmenss
which iz three times more than Bs
10,007 crore sanctomed in 2005-16

Kalyana Lakshmi/

Shaadi Mubarak

To promote social inclusivity and
provide imancial support to under-
privileged couples, the: Telangana
government launched the Ealyana
Lakshmi/Shasdi Mubarak scheme,
Clnder these schemes, ellzible bridies
from econembcally backward sec-
tions are enditled o receive financial
aid of wp 1o s LOGIG for theirwed-
ding exponses. This belsiative oo
only ensores that every bride has a
memaratle wedding ceremony but
aleo helps alleviae the borden of
widding expenses for economically
dissbvantaged families. Farther, it
broughd mich-necded social reform
ag the numbar of yowsg women con-
tinuing their siudies up to the legal
ape ol 18 incressed spmibeantly.

BC 'Welfarc

Toprovide qoality eciscation to ciil-
tren frodn backward claszeg, the Ma-
hatma |yothiba Mule BC Welfare
Residential Educational Institutions
Sneciehy i operating 294 sechoals and
b degres colleges with a sanctoned
strength of LGS Inkh students. The
miamber of beneficiaries and expen-
dlmre also inceeased owver the yeirs,
with a tootal of 6,008,283 beneficiories
and Rs 2,107.62 crore spent betereen
2005-36 and 20022-23.

The government also sunctiomed
the construction of 41 BC Commu-
nity Atma Gourava Bhavans, allor-
ting Eand in Banga Reddy and Mad-
chal-Malkajgiri districes, involving
Bs. 9525 crore. Tn addition, free
electricity supply of 230 unirs las
been provided o lasndrics and
dhohi-ghats un by the washermen
commmu ity and halr-cuiting salons
run by the Nayee Brahmin commu-
nity, The government provided
ECOnOmLE SOpor af 0 boial Ra
A3 crore for 175,647 beneficiar-
ics through BC Corperation

5T Welfare

The Swate government has taken
yi;.;mﬁn:_:;lnli sleps over thi= fust nime
vears o support and upliit rhe
Tribal community in the Siate.
PFrominent among them is reserva-
tlony enhanceement. The Chiel Min-
ister imcreased reservations for
Scheduled Tribes (5Ts) froam & per-
cent i 10 percent m educational in-
stlmutions and government services.
This move ensurds botter represen:
tation il socio-economic aplift-
renf of the tribal popadation. Under
5T sub plan government sponi s

4333 or in R yeurs
Further, 5T Thandas (hamlets)
wire uprraded nto gram panchay-
its, benchting 2156 5T hamlets,
Special provigions worth #3300
crore were made for the consirse-
titn of gram pancheyat boildings,
coverim: 2,168 8T gram panchayts
which are now pecetving dedicared
funds. Since the formation of Telan-
frami, (LGE2F ST habitations were
connecied with BT rmads with Bs
LI erore from - the State
budget, Owver 2454 infra
struciure developmaent
works wera taken up

ST Welfare

ST AESEAVATICHS INOREASED
FROM B % TD 90 % 1N
EDLCATOMN &L INETITUTIORNS
A GOVERKMVENT SERVICES

2156 5T hamiais upgraded
o gram panchmymis
Eppoal proemeons wiovth s 300
Erehi s o e conalncin ol
Qi panchapat huldings: covsanng
i.i-ll'grgmm panchayab
Since Telangana ormation, 1,682 157
habdistidrd cofvdciad wih BT roack
kg an ciperciioes ol As 1276 o

O 2 A infrastnacing deviopmant
works meen upweth B 1,43 inkh
chgrd i ST heealisons oreer i Ll
ning yeors. Addticraly, iniesimenis
s i i peowyer ines and
.ii“lil"uh\_l'.gl g T ET FRiTmEcE

Koavwiim Bhedsiti Ao v Srsradin el
Saraghai Hanaa Braasam e ooneruo o
in hycerabad sperdding Rs B or

Efnrin smes mads (o addees lsno
153 Ior b, with elens bor Poau
lardds baing virfied and placed bolone:

Diatrict Lol Commiteas
inid, | A1 lakh shaderts anraded

20050 st ioes undes TOWREIS

| Folomgana Trcal Widtnre Resdonaa
Edieatand ingahfond Scosty|

Thrcugh FPRDE scfems faened o
214, cassr 13,2658 heniboiangs
recored inancial moontives amounsng
e B30T groei

with an éxpendimure of s 143 lakh
crore in 5T habitations over the last
nine years, Symbolising tribal iden-
tity, the Kuemran Bheen adivasi
Bhavan and Sevalal Banjars Bha-
vans were inaugurated in Hyder
abad, and constructed ar 2 cos1 of Rs
22 grore, Eforts were made to ad-
dress land issves for tribals, with
clatms for Podu lands beang verifed
and placed before Disielel Levi
Commirtees Further,  Rytho
Bandbu has been provided for STs
incluckiog RoF R Towds omounting ko
B 8305 crore since 2008,

Inwestments in education have
wlelded positvie outeomes, with all
schools  converted to English
medivm, Seversl 5T students quali-
fied for prestigions instituiions like
IV, WITALCT, and medlead colleges
across India,

Minorities Welfare

The Telangana government s comn-
mitted to the welfare and upliftment
af minorites, It has imp ememted
varines chemes for social, eco-
momale, educational, and institugienal
Sevelopment among mrnraties. The
bdget allocatbon and expenditure
for minority welfore increased over
the years wherein & total of Rs
R SRELGH crope was apentover the e
nine years, The government also es-
tablished 204 minority residentizl
schnls, which hove Been upgraded
o junior eolleges. Under the Chief
Mimister's  Owerseas  Scholorship
Srheme, 2174 stodents  received
seholarshlps of Ha 3087 ceore o
study ghroad. The povernment also
toik up mEmwation, constmiction,
and fepake of Imgeortant bulldings, In-
cleding heritage sites and religious
institutions, Pmjects sich as the ren-
ovadion of the Mecea Masfid and the
conatructon of Chirstian Bhavan and
Christian graveyards are uncdersuy.

S5C Development

Telangaon Cralit Bandho is a Hagship
HOVETTIMENS programme atmet ot
ecpnamically uplifting the Sched-
uled Castes (507 community and
gmpewering them by providing G-
maneinl assistance. Each eligible
brvuseheald will receive n grant of ks
M0 Ealch without Eny bank linkage, en
nbling rhem to start o tracds or busi-
riess of thels chader. The schems bas
been implemented in varioezs con-
stituencies and districts, with a pm-
wisbon of By 444000 crore in the -
nancial year 2023-22. Doring the FY
J0E2=23, BRIy AN crore was atlo-
cated ovwnnds Thalin Bandhu by Exieg
a trget of 1500 uniis per Assembly
consttuenoy bexchiding Hozurobad
Assembly  constituency o other
mamzdals millages which were raken
up in saturation made for implemen-
taticn of the scheme),

The Scheduled Castes Special
Development Fund Act was enacted
tor emsure the allecation of 13.45% of
et el Seape sclieme funda foe e
wilfnre and development of 5Cs in
Telangana, Since 2k<4-15, an expen-
diture of Bz U2.640,4] crores wis
mizdi under the fund,

zped by Epaca Compwnsizeer, [eparimen o inlyrnaton and Puliis Aslraors Geet ol Tdego
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Glorious10

Steady growth story of |

From the days when the IT Hub was centred around a few known names in Hi-Tec City to
becoming the country's IT powerhouse, the State now has a long line of investors

T Top destination

for marquee firms

IMPRESSIVE LINE UP

FRTARLISHET SECTOR-SPECFID INIRFETHIAL PRAKS LIKE PHARMA CITY AT BUTHERLA, AANGR
PECDY, WEDIHERL TEVICES AR AT SULTAK PANK_ SOMGATEODY. IR0USTRIAL MK AT DASTERRAAD,
KELLTITA REGA TEXTILE PARK, WhEARNIAL, ELECTROMICS MASURATFRMG CLUSTER AT RAYIRYVALS
ARD BARHCSWA RSN, TIIEE GLASS D0M POSITE CLISTES, 1 AHBAFATALUM, INOUSTE AL PAFX,
CHARDENVELLY, 1N TRISL S0AK TRROUREA LICAP LR, FOOD PRAE ETC
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Path To Progress

SPECIAL FOCUS ON

IT SME SECTOR SUPPUORT

TELANGANA -
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THE STARTUP CAPITAL

WHILE THE ITITES SECTOR (M TELARGAHA Increimsing. Eenibhe:
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he growth of the

IT sector  in

Telangand, frodn

the days when

the IT Hub was

all ahoue hest one
Cyber Tower in Madhapur,
leadinge to TT Towers in maulti-
pl.,- districte, an entice IT Cor-
ridor, the world's  margoes
companies hore and the Siate
becoming the IT powerhinise
af the countey, was ol stow
and sready, buot fust and
steady. There is now a long
lie of investors, inclhuding the
world's most known names in
the sector, making o beeline to
Telanguna,

‘T'he recent US and UK moos
of IT Minister KT Rams Rao
showed how Telangnna was
VW 0 Hame Lo rec LI.I:I '¢'|'I|.|I 4
the ghobal I'T srena as muliple
compianies announced their
Telinguna plars

Hyderabad isabso gradually
becoming a hot favourioe,
Fronn Amazon Web Rervices
v Microaoft Azure, the State
is now home o several byper
scile ond edge dofa centres,
having s own Datn Centre
Policy right from 2006, Access
to dual power grids, low-cost
power sapply and a high-
specd fiber network are just
soqne of the factors that have
drawn these datn centre ma-
jors i Telangana In fact, eas-
lier this vear, 1T maojor Mi-
erasoft annoanced thres more
date cenires in Telangana in
addition ta the three data cen-
tres thot were announced East
year, Inearly HI2Z Microsof

Corporate's hail

TELANGANA'S

GROWTH
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MILESTOMES ACHIEVED BY T HUB
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anmintnced the-setting up of its
first captlve dzia centre In-
vestment ¢f three campuses.

Last yeor, German MMO
Rosch Global Software Tech-
nobozies sef up s operations in
Hyderabad o focas on Bl
A binemploy abot 3,000 peo-
ple During he 1T Minisier's
recent  tosr, Auram  Bquiky
Partiers, a keading investor in
digizal Infrastruciure real es-
tamte data centre assets, all-
cated 330 million to Hyderabad
for the development of cutting-
edpe dota centres, In additloon
o this Investment, Aunim
Wenture Partners has also com-
mibreed 55 million o sapporet
deep tech startups in Telan-
gana, Grid Dhynamics - Hold
ings, a leader in enterprise-
level digital trapsformation
services and sofutions, akso
announced it plans v =ignlhi-
cantly expand its exisring de-
livery cemtre in Hyderabad

Telonzana has o compre-
hensive iInmeoyation ecoaysiem
with research organizations,
ediacational instrtations, start-
ups, il margques companles
BEFES SECOTS

O major factor of the IT
growth s b that activity ks

Telangana's IT exports have grown 220% in the last eight vears,
fram Bs 57,000 cr in 2014-15 1o over Rs 1 .88 lakh or in 2021-22.
TELANGANA HAS ALSO CREATED 1.5 LAKH JOBS,

WHICH 15 OMNE-THIRD OF INDIA'S TOTAL 4.5 LAKH IT JOBS
CREATED IN THE LAST FISCAL, DESPITE AN ADVERSE
GLOBAL SCEMNARIO

nod restricted to fust Hyder
abad, ‘Tler 11 towns and cliies
are mavw anthe radar of global
firms, Recently, Sonata Soft
wire decided o get up shop
with 33 jobs ar the Malgonda
IT Hub. Another company
IM-ECLAT, 15 ta lunch an
operatinng centre ai Karlmna-
gar, This apart, Rite Softwore
hus evinced imterest teexpand
operdtions to Wiarangal,
Among other recent addi-
tioms fo IT and TTES sectors
arg the plans of firms Hke
Sanofi which announced a
Fjob cenire in Hyderabad
Momdes Hokdmgs,. Tnc. o
HWASDALG  Hased, world's
lazgest H2B2E ravel market-
place and techookngy innova
ton eompany, delivering a
revolurionary technology
platiorm of Saas, mobile; and
cloud products and services 1o
u global customer base, pro-
cessing over 3 million daily
siarches 1% another name that
&= coming w Hyderabad soon,
Storable, which established
ity first Global Development
Centre (G100 in Hyderabal
recently, has expansion plans
Tekgence. 8 globel swpply
chakn anel digleal soliutions

— KT RAMA RADQ, IT and Indusines Minister

company, foo has made ts
plans for Telangana public.
[he firm [s planning (o set up
an Advanced Technobogy
Centre on Prodect Deseinp-
ment and Design Thinkinzg in
Hyderabmad

This apart, Fluma, the cre-
atar of the world's Arst 5aa8
experience platform for Com-
maiTcations Service Providers
(0510 and thelr subseribers,
starfing its centre in Hyder-
ubad employing about, 100
peapie: Lending provider of In-
novative custormner care and
customer expenence (CX) so-
lrticoms,  Bain '.".:I|'|i|:I|'i'\l“'|'|I'|.|
WXl Global Selutlons, has akan
unveiled plans foset op a de-
biwery centre with the patential
o erepte employoment T

10,000 pepple

Ahead in job creation
Hyderabad has beaten Ben-
galun in terms of jol creation
i the TT sector last year. O
the 4.50 Likh jobs created in
India in the IT sector Last year,
Hyderabad created LS50 akh
jobs, beatlng Bengalwr, which
created L46 lakh jobs, scoord-
ingr eo NASSCOM,

In tume with the capid em-

plovyment, Telangana’s IT in
dustry grew by 230 per ceil in
thie last eight years. [n 2014-15,
the [T exports were about Ks
57000 and in M21-22, thizy in-
creased o Ba LAY lakh crore,
retlecting the State’s remork-
able groweh inthe 1T sector,

Oiffice space phsorption
Hyderabad witnessed  the
Ibhest  quantum of office
space ahsorprion, sround 8.2
million sht, in the country be-
taween April and September
last year, surpassing Ben-
galru. The office space maor-
ket in Hyderabad continues ko
be dominated by the I'T and
[TesS secror, accounting for
around M percent shane of the
tintad abaarprion, In 24022, Hy-
derabad witnessed o surge in
the demand for large office
spaces, especiadly those meas-
uring 100000 sq fr or more,
nocording o & recent report
by Kmight Frank Indi. These
facts substantiate that Hydes-
nbod issuTEing ahead in difier-
et Aelds, I."T"-{_'l_":il”'!.' inETr. Adl
this was achleved doe o the
stable povermment and able
Ic‘ad-.‘rshiqu." Chict Minister K
Chandrsshekhar Ran

vart
1ol

W Hodmof paproest

%

yiderabad B the secomd

largest base for corporate gi

andz like Amazon, Google,
Muta, Apple, Microsoft, Uber, Cieal-
comm, Micron and many others in
the weorid. I fact, Amazon's workd's
largest campus i aol 6 Seattle bat
in Hyderabad, Telammmna, especially
Hyderabad is home to more than
L300 multinational eompanies.

Save for Microsoft, many of these

corporates have set up their cam
puses or unlis in Telangana in this
last mine years. hore Imporantly,
thew are not BPOs or KOs, meos
cutting-edge techrological work in
maps, Al Machine Leaenlng stc
happens at these compusos

Aerospace gnd defence sectnr
Amazon's exclusive carga airline
Amazon Air was lsmched in Hyder
abgd for a fory e the country inan
arterpt toenable faster deliveries to
its customers, [talse became the first
e-oommerce company i India to
lawsch a dedicated wle cargn netd-
wiork: In the aviation mmd defence
secton, Telongnna has a stromg pri
vty sector industey with aver 25
large companies apd over 1O00
MSMEs. The Acmspace and defence
CrosysiEm in the State T bl mrictad
unprecedented growih in the pasi
fmve years, Ohriginal Equipment Mamn
utscturers such as Lockbieed Martin,
Boeing, Safran, Tata, GE; Aviarbon,
['ratt and Whitney, Honeywell, and
Cotlins Aerospace have invested in
Telingana and have set up thele
unlrs, Tata Advanced Systems Lim-
ited {TASLY has secured an Airbus
cnntract to manufacture cargoe i
baalk cargn dowrs for the AS20neo ade-
cratt tumidy. TASL will be producing
these donrs at 8 new fac ity in Hy-
dppabad valng cutting-edge robotles
and agtomation techrelogy and each
shipset will inchide two cargo deors
and age ulk cango door,

Glebal defence aernspace player
Lockheed Martin and Tndin's Tata
Giroup love inked an agreement for
the production of figher plane
wings dai their joint venture Tata
Lockheed Martin Aerostruciures
Lid (TLMALY [n Hyderabad, Ac-
cording to Lockheed Martin, tha
Memorandum of Understanding
{30 envizlons productbon of 29
ferhrer wing shipsets, with an option
ol additional shipsets, with deliver
g commencing kn 2025,

Fharma sector

The worlds  largest  integraed
pharmea manvfacioring clusier -
Phiarma City is coming up in Hyder-
abad. This apart, the Stale HOVETT
ment has envisboaed doubling the
sire of the life seicnces sector from
the current 550 billion be 100 billfon
by 2025, Tn face, Indhiestries Minksier

B vt o % proesd g sl

W gy el

ET Rama Bao while inauporating
the 20tk edition of Bio Asia in Feb
FLEACY eardy LR year anmins meead that
life setenmes eonsysiem valee lad al-
ready touched $30 billion in 2022
Abernt four lakh people sre working
bm the 1ERe selemcesand allbed seciors
and the State povernment plans o
diuble the mumber to gight lakh peo
pie inthe coming five yearz in Telan-
gani Mlans have been drawn to add
o additsonal 20 [akh sgft real estate
space at Lienome ".-'n|||.=g.'.
Shamshabad

Aldready, about 30 lakh sg ft was
built and was being usel. Currently,
about nine bdllkn doses of vacelpes
are being made in Telangana. This is
alout 35 per cent of the total vaccines
made in the world, Next vear, the
number of dvses would Increnze to 14
hillion doses or about S0 per cent of
the waccines made globally. This is
jesr the tp of Investments fowlnp
into Telamgapa.  Cutting  across
fieslds like pharma, file sciemees, tex-
tibes, aerospace, defence, automn-
biles, FMCGs and others, Telongana
ba=s heen the predferred destination
for companies. Ierespective of fo-
rums of platforms, companies have
always been evineing interest inin
visiing in Telangani.

The State aftracted nearly Rs
21400 erore worth [nvestments in
different sectors, including datu
cenrres, e seiences, FMOEG durieg
the recently held World Economic
Forum 2023 at Davos, Switzeriand,

In addition to these Investmanis
froim global companies, Warld Eco-
nomic Foruwm declared that the Cen
tre for the Fouwrth Industein] Revalu-
tion (CEIR) foeused on healthcare
and life scicnees would be estab-
fished in Hyderabad, The CFIR will
faciliere, advance and aceelerate
the development nf adoption of
newer technalogies in bealthcare in
the country. Evien during a récent
rour o the United States, Industries
Minister ET REamn Bao wis suc
ciegsful in drawing investments in
different felds bn the Stace.

Beginning with Medtronic's Bs
FIKKY crore investments, Tnershible
Husk Internatbosmal (g 200 eroral,
DAZEN Development Centre wuld
penernte 100 jobs; London Ex-
change Group announeed by deoel-
sion to 56t up o Technology Centre
of Excellence in Hyderabad and
Warner Brog Discovery declared bz
deciston o sét up an International
Dievelopment Contre, many compa-
mies had annoaneed their plans For
lelinpana. [T ChD Sanfiv Puel
complimented Indostries Minister
ET Bama Bao for his dynamism anl
this Telapgana goyernmenl for en-
guring multi-dimensional and en-
compasses all feceis of inchisive &
sustainable development.

If vou want 1o see the future, it's nght here In Hyderabad.
You see it in the enthusiasm of people, space like this
{T-Hub) and growth, construction, and maomentum
., TELANGANA IS PLAYING AN IMPRESSIVE ROLE 1N NOT
L JUST IN THE START-UP ECOSYSTEM BUT ALSO IN
i TRANSLATING IDEAS INTO REALITY

— ERIC GARCETTI, US Amba==ador to IndiaHaad

Ezued by Speva’ Compysseser, [eparimeer @ inlyrmaton ard Pulic Asraos Goe: of Téega
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Should I enter into an alliance with
the Congress and get sold after
winning the election? The
Congress has become a company
supplying MLAs to KCR. The
Congress
should answer
whether its
winning MLAs
will stand by
the party. The
Congress
should clarify if
they will
support KCR
after the
elections.

- Y S Sharmila, YSRTP chief
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First single from Bhola
Shankar will be outon

JUNE 4

We are used to
Dukes ball:

‘Contribution of
TS tonational...

The Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) hosted
Subhrakant Panda, the
national president of FICCI,
who highlighted Telangana’s
substantial contribution to
the national GDP. Speaking
on the industrial progress in
India with a special focus on
Telangana, the event took
place on Wednesday evening
at the Federation House of
the FICCI in Red Hills.
Subhrakant Panda...

-PAGE: 9

‘Medical devices
industry...

Industries and Commerce
Principal Secretary Jayesh
Ranjan on Thursday said that
the Pharmaceutical,
Biotechnology and Medical
devices industry in Telangana
will soon reach $250

billion in the next 10 years.
Speaking at the 9th edition of
Pharmalytica, a pharmaceutical
exhibition, Jayesh Ranjan said,
“The pharmaceutical,
biotechnology, and medical
devices industry...

-PAGE: 10

Rising risk appetite
may hit banks'...

A rise in risk appetite among
Indian banks highlights the
importance of assessing
individual banks’ ability to
withstand expected and
unexpected balance-sheet stress
as part of the analysis of their
intrinsic creditworthiness, said
Fitch Ratings in a report.

Banks’ loan growth over the
financial year ended March 2023
(FY23) reached 15.4 per cent, the
highest since FY12.

"We believe...

-PAGE: 8

0z need to be wary
of Pujara...

Australia will have to guard
against the “thorn in their side”
Cheteshwar Pujara and a “back at
his best” Virat Kohli if they are to
counter India in the World Test
Championship final at The Oval
next week, feels legendary
cricketer Ricky Ponting.

India’s Test batting mainstay
Pujara could provide valuable
insights to his teammates, having
played extensively at Sussex in
the English County
Championship, while Kohli is at
his absolute...

-SPORTS

T-model a paragon for nation

* People across the country demanding governance like in Telangana: CM
* Separate state is the culmination of decades of struggle and sacrifice: KCR

PNS B HYDERABAD

The 'Telangana Model' of gover-
nance is now attracting the attention
of the country’s people like never
before, Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao said.

The CM said that people from all
states are demanding a government
like that of Telangana and it is a great
achievement of the people of
Telangana to get the support of all
people all over the country. KCR said
that this is a great occasion that every
resident of Telangana should be
proud of. Speaking at a function cel-
ebrating the completion of nine
years of self-rule in Telangana, Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao
extended his greetings to the people
of Telangana on June 2.

On the occasion of Formation
Day, KCR remembered the six-
decade-long struggle and sacrifices
for achieving statehood for
Telangana.

The Chief Minister recalled how
the second phase of the TS move-

TSRTC hikes DA
to mark Telangana
Formation Day

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation (TSRTC)
has announced a 4.9% hike in
Dearness Allowance (DA) for its
employees as Telangana is all set to
celebrate its 10th Formation Day
on June 2.

TSRTC Managing Director VC
Sajjanar took to twitter and said,
“The 4.9 per cent DA due in July
2022 is being sanctioned. It was
announced that the company will
pay DA to its employees along with
the salary for June. TSRTC employ-
ees played an active role in the
Telangana movement. In 2011,
they participated in Sakal Janula for
29 days and fought for a separate

state.
9
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ment was transformed into a dem-
ocratic struggle by publicising the
need for the formation of a state.
KCR recounted the hardships,
humiliations and obstacles he had to
overcome to achieve statehood for
Telangana.

The Chief Minister recollected the
support extended by all those who
contributed to the process by tour-
ing Telangana, holding thousands of
meetings, mobilizing and coordinat-
ing all sections, continuing the
struggle in a peaceful manner,

Nine years ago on June 2, 2014, Telangana
became the 29" state of India, the Chief
Minister said and added that it is remarkable
that the new State of Telangana overcame all
problems and defeated the conspiracies of TS

antagonists.

mounting pressure on the Centre
and finally achieving statehood for

TS to KRMB: Refer
3 items to Centre

PNS B HYDERABAD

Telangana has asked the Krishna
River Management Board to refer
three items to the Centre for reso-
lution as decided at the Board
meeting.

The three are sharing water in the
ratio 50:50, illegal projects of AP and
excess drawing of water in the
2022-23 water year.

In a letter to the Chairman of
KRMB, ENC C. Muralidhar said
that even though on Mayl0 the
Board decided “to refer the matter
of sharing water in the Krishna
Basin in the ratio of 50:50 to
DoWR, RD & GR for decision by
the Apex Council Telangana didn't
receive any intimation about that”

“As many projects have been
operationalized without deciding

BJP aims to recoup
K’taka loss in Telangana

K VENKATESHWARLU
M HYDERABAD

The BJP unit in Telangana has fall-
en into disarray after the party’s
defeat in Karnataka. However, it is
learnt that the BJP is trying seri-
ously to compensate its Karnataka
loss with a win in Telangana
although what will ultimately hap-
pen in TS is not known.

But the BJP is going to organise
meetings in TS to boost the morale
of its activists and leaders and
ready itself for the upcoming
Telangana Assembly elections.

Initially, it was thought to organ-
ise a meeting of Prime Minister

Court allows bizman
to turn approver

PNS B NEW DELHI

A Delhi
Thursday
Hyderabad businessman
P Sarath Chandra Reddy, ‘\
accused in a money laun- \
dering case related to the &
alleged excise policy scam,
to turn approver.

Special Judge MK Nagpal grant-
ed pardon to Reddy on an applica-
tion moved by him.

In his application, Reddy said, "I
am ready to make true disclosure
voluntarily about the case and want
to be an approver in the case."

Reddy was recently granted bail
by the Delhi High Court on med-

court on
allowed /‘lt

/

ical grounds.
According
Enforcement Directorate
f, (ED), Reddy is the head of
“ Hederabad-based
, Aurobindo Pharma com-
/ pany and was also engaged

in liquor business.

to  the

7
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” The ED had earlier told the

court it was amply evident that
Reddy had actively planned and
conspired with various business
owners and politicians involved in
the alleged scam, and indulged in
unfair market practices to gain
undue advantage from the Delhi
Excise Policy.

D

Narendra Modi in Hyderabad but
now the party thinks that it would
be better to focus on rural areas.

Sources in the party say that the
BJP is focusing on Telangana after
it lost Karnataka and in this con-
text, it is planning rallies attend-
ed by leaders like Modi. BJP
President JP Nadda, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and other
ministers are also likely to attend
the rallies and public meetings in
Telangana.

Preparations are being made
with the Telangana Assembly elec-
tions in mind.
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the water sharing ratio between the
two states it is difficult to decide the
quantum of water for those projects.
We request to refer the matter to the
DoWR, RD&GR, of the Union
Ministry of Jal Shakti as the water
year starts on June 1, he wrote.
Telangana has placed its indents and
use water assuming its share to be
50% as informed repeatedly.

Industrialist Paidi
Rakeshjoins BIP

PNS B HYDERABAD

Industrialist Paidi Rakesh
Reddy joined the BJP on
Thursday in New Delhi in the
presence of Telangana BJP in-
charge Tarun Chugh and the
BJP’s Nizamabad MP,
Dharmapuri Arvind.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chugh said that the people of
Telangana were angry with
KCR and are looking at the BJP.

He said the Congress is
working for BRS chief K.
Chandrasekhar Rao in
Telangana.

9
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Blind hatred against
Mod:i not needed

NAVEENA GHANATE
M HYDERABAD

Industries Minister KT Rama Rao
said that blind hatred against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is not
what the country needs.

“There is enough hate and bigotry
in this country. We need a debate on
alternative models of governance.
Why should toppling Narendra
Modi be the slogan,” he said.

On opposition unity, KTR said,
“The BRS is not here to unite
opposition parties. Every party has
arole to play and we are going to the
people with our narrative. It is for
the people to decide. The people
know what they want and they will
vote accordingly. During elections,
parties get rejected 80 per cent of the
time due to governance faults”

“We are here for the long haul. We
are not here to unite the opposition;’
he said. On whether to go for a third
or fourth front, he said that there
cannot be just two parties.

“The Karnataka victory is not a
victory of the Congress. It is the
result of anger against the BJP’s style
of governance,” KTR said.

The BRS in its effort to gain
ground in states like Maharashtra
has not propagated fear or hatred
against Modi or any political organ-
isation. “We have projected the
benefits of extrapolating BRS’s vic-
tories in Telangana in the fields of
irrigation, drinking water supply
and assistance for farmers in those
state,” KTR added.

However, KTR said that Prime
Minister Modi will be defeated. “I
dare the PM, Kharge and JP Nadda
to come out with a model which is
better than the Telangana Model,”
he said.
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KCR surpasses Chandrababu

SNCN ACHARYULU
B HYDERABAD

Just one day is left for Telangana
Chief Minister Kalvakuntla
Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR) to
achieve the remarkable feat of
becoming the longest-serving
Telugu Chief Minister continuous-
ly for nine years.

While Telangana State commem-
orates its 10th Formation Day on
June 2, 2023, (Friday) the CM is
going to surpass the record of TDP
supremo Nara Chandrababu Naidu.

Chandrababu holds the record of
being the longest-serving Chief
Minister as he served for 13 years
and 247 days in three terms. But
Chandrababu served as a Chief
Minister in the combined Andhra
Pradesh state continuously only for
eight years and 256 days.

But now KCR is creating a record
as the longest-serving Chief Minister
who continuously served for nine
years. Telangana state came into
existence on June 2, 2014, and on the
same day, KCR became the Chief
Minister.

KCR became the Chief Minister
for the second time in 2018 contin-
uously after the TRS won Assembly

M Creates record as the longest-serving Telugu CM

elections. If the BRS wins the next
Telangana Assembly elections and if
KCR again becomes the Chief
Minister for the third time contin-
uously and completes the full term
then he will surpass the record of
longest Chandrababu Naidu.

KCR founded the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) in 2001 to
gain statehood for Telangana. Later,
in 2023 KCR renamed the TRS as
BRS to enter national politics.

The TRS started with one MLA
with KCR winning the Siddipet by-
election. After facing several chal-
lenges finally, KCR achieved his goal
and a Telangana state was formed on
June 2, 2014.

In the first Assembly elections
itself, the TRS came to power in
2014 and KCR became the first
Chief Minister of Telangana state.
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BRS hopes to overcome anti-incumbency
-+ Confident of winning 70 to 75 seats

PNS W HYDERABAD

The BRS thinks that it can overcome
anti-incumbency and win 70 to 75
Assembly seats.

The party doesn't see a Karnataka-
type massive anti-incumbency
against the BRS government and
thinks that it will get a simple
majority but not a massive mandate
like the one in 2018.

The BRS expects the 2023 man-
date to be like the 2014 mandate.
Highly placed BRS sources said the
party is focussing on improving the
performance of MLAs whose
chances of winning are not 100 per
cent.

Sources said that
Ministers T. Harish Rao
and KT Rama Rao are
evaluating the per- 4
formance of BRS
MLAs. MLAs have |
been divided into §™]
the three categories §
of performing, aver- ¥
age and non-per-
forming based on
chances of winning.

The party is confident
that 30 to 40 per cent of MLAs
have a 100% chance of winning.
There are some 20 to 25 MLAs
whose chances of winning are 50%
and then there are 15 to 20 per cent

MLAs whose chances are
weak.
Sources said that
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao
is very keen on giv-
ing sitting MLAs
the seat. So the
party is working on
pushing MLAs who
have a 50 per cent
chance of winning to
100% and those who are
weak to improve their graph.
The party is giving them a push
through Atmeeya Sammelanams
and decennial celebrations.

D

Bullet train to connect Shamshabad and Vizag

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Railway Board has approved to
conduct surveys for two new super-
fast railway lines to strengthen con-
nectivity between the two Telugu
states.

The Railway Board has written to
the South Central Railway (SCR)
agreeing to conduct a survey for the
first railway line between
Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada in
Andhra Pradesh and Shamshabad in
Telangana and the second railway
line between Visakhapatnam,
Vijayawada and Kurnool.

The technical feasibility of the
superfast railway line on these routes
will be determined through this sur-
vey. After the survey, the project will
be taken forward.
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Union Tourism Minister G.
Kishan Reddy met Union Minister
of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw many
times regarding these railway lines
and submitted letters.

Kishan told Vaishnaw about the
benefits these two superfast railway

lines will bring to the two Telugu
states. The Railway Board recently
decided to survey superfast railway
lines on these two routes. The
Centre announced this decision on
the occasion of Telangana Formation
Day being held on June 2.

The SCR will conduct surveys for these two railway

lines for the construction of a railway line along the
942 km route (maximum speed of 220 kmph). This
survey will be completed in six months.

The SCR will conduct surveys for
these two railway lines for the con-
struction of a railway line along the
942 km route (maximum speed of
220 kmph). This survey will be com-
pleted in six months.

The Centre took this decision to
improve connectivity between the
two Telugu states for which the
Centre is providing all kinds of assis-
tance. The Centre has already sanc-
tioned new railway lines, the devel-

opment of railway stations, Wi-Fi,
doubling and tripling of lines worth
Rs 30,000 crore and a Vande Bharat
Express to connect the two Telugu
states.

In addition to these, the Centre is
undertaking projects like the wagon
manufacturing & overhauling cen-
tre, MMTS (second phase),
Secunderabad Railway Station mod-
ernisation and the Cherlapally
Terminal in Telangana.
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CM KCR faces uphill task

SNCN ACHARYULU
M HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao, the undis-
puted leader of the BRS, is fac-
ing problems in selecting two
MLC candidates in the
Governor's quota.

Nominated BRS MLCs D.
Rajeswar Rao and Farooq
Hussain completed their terms
on May 27. Normally, MLC
posts are filled before they
become vacant. But this time
KCR has not selected candi-
dates for the two MLC posts
even four days after they
became vacant.

The reason is that the MLC
candidates should be selected
not as per the choice of KCR
but according to the likes of the
Governor, Dr Tamilisai
Soundararajan.

It may be recalled that the
Governor did not accept Padi
Kaushik Reddy for the MLC
post although he was selected
by KCR. Later, KCR made

Kaushik an MLC in the MLAS

quota.

KCR has to select candidates
who have a clean record to get
approval from the Governor
for the nominated MLC post.

Telangana Assembly elec-
tions will be held in the next
five months. KCR has to select
MLC candidates keeping in
mind the Assembly elections.

Of late, the gap between
Pragathi Bhavan and Raj
Bhavan has widened. Relations
between the BRS government
and the Governor have gone
from bad to worse.

BRS ministers openly criti-
cise the Governor and she
counters them. In this situa-
tion, BRS circles think that
there is no guarantee for
accepting that the Governor
will accept candidates selected
by KCR. Due to this, KCR is
taking his own time in select-
ing the MLC candidates.

In the BRS many leaders are
in the run for the nominated
MLC posts. KCR has to select
two candidates from them and
they must have a clean record.

Bhojouri singer Nisha
hurt in celebratory firing

PNS B SARAN

Popular Bhojpuri singer Nisha
Upadhyay recieved a bullet
injury allegedly in celebratory
firing at her show in Bihar's
Saran district, police said on
Thursday. The incident hap-
pened in Sendurva village in
Janta Bazar police station area on
Tuesday but it came to light after
videos from the show went
viral on social media, they said.

Upadhyay was hit on her left
thigh and was admitted to a pri-
vate hospital in Patna after the
incident, they added.

"No complaint was lodged
regarding this incident. I have
also come to know about it from
social media. Further informa-
tion is being gathered," said
Nasruddin Khan, the Station
House Officer (SHO) of Janta
Bazar.

Her condition is now stated
to be stable.

Condemning it, Art and
Culture Minister Jitendra Kumar
Rai told PTT that celebratory fir-
ing was a criminal offence and
people must understand it.

"I have been informed about
it. It's highly condemnable and
action must be initiated against
the accused. People must know
that celebratory firing even with
licensed guns at public gather-
ings, religious places, weddings
or other functions is a criminal
offence. The accused must be
punished," he said.

"Tam sure that the police will
examine how the incident took
place, who all were involved in
the firing, and how the gunshot
was fired," he added.

Despite repeated attempts,
Upadhyay's family could not be
reached for a comment.

Celebrities shower
greetingson TS
Formation Day

PNS B HYDERABAD

As Telangana enters its
tenth year, noted personal-

ities from different walks of
life greeted the people of

Telangana.
Film actor Prabhas Raju
greeted  people on

Telangana State Formation
Day. Oscar-winning Lyricist
Chandrabose extended
Telangana State Formation
Day greetings.

Among others who greet-
ed the public are Vijay

Devarkonda, six-time
Grand Slam champion
Sania Mirza,

Commonwealth Games
Medallist Hussam, World
Boxing Champion Nikhat
Zareen, Film actor Advi
Sesh and Film Director
Shekar Kamula.

India's power consumption
grows t0136.56 billion units

PNS B NEW DELHI

Power consumption rose mar-
ginally by 1.04 per cent to
136.56 billion units in May this
year as widespread rains have
kept summer temperature
under check so far and people
used fewer cooling appliances
compared to last year.

In the year-ago period,
power consumption stood at
135.15 billion units (BU),
higher than 108.80 BU in May
2021, according to govern-
ment data.

The power consumption
was also affected in March and
April this year due to wide-
spread rains in the country.

Experts said that unsea-
sonal rains in March, April
and May affected the power
consumption in the country.

The power ministry has
estimated the country's elec-
tricity demand to touch 229
GW during this summer sea-
son. But the demand has not

reached the projected level
during April-May this year
mainly due unseasonal rains.

Rains reduced the demand
for electricity as people used
fewer cooling appliances com-
pared to the previous year,
according to experts.

Further, experts are hopeful
that power consumption and
demand would grow from
June onwards, due to further
improvement in economic
activities as well as a rise in
temperature during summer
season.

The data showed the peak
power demand met, which is
the highest supply in a day,
rose to 221.34 GW in May,
2023.

The peak power supply
stood at 204.47 GW in May
2022 and 168.78 GW in May
2021. Peak power demand is
expected to touch 229 GW
during this summer season, as
per the power ministry esti-
mates.

PNS W HYDERABAD

Making it clear that her party
will not enter into an alliance
with the BRS, YSRTP President
YS Sharmila said the BJP has
been singing a duet with KCR
and that the Congress had
sold itself out to KCR.

She made it clear that there
is no question of merging her
party with any other party. She
demanded that all opposition
parties should clarify on
whether they are against KCR
and only then the YSRTP will
think of alliances.

“Why do I'have to enter into
an alliance with the Congress?
Is it to sell myself out after win-
ning? The Congress has
become a supply company for
KCR. The Congress should
answer whether its leadership
can ensure that winning MLAs
will stay with the party. The
Congress has to make it clear
whether it will support KCR

hyderabad 05

Cong must clarify it will not enter
into an alliance with BRS: Sharmila

after the elections or not. What
is the guarantee that the
Congress would not become a
supply company for KCR?” she
asked.

She said that two years are
over after she launched the
YSRTP and that she had float-
ed a party in Telangana as the
Congress and the BJP were
sleeping. She said that only the
YSRTP took up public causes
when national parties slept.

“Iam the only one question-

ing the excesses of KCR stand-
ing by the people. I walked
3,850 km not to merge my
party with another party. It is
not right to undermine my
hard work, insult me, and YS
Rajasekhar Reddy in the name
of merger,” she said and made
it clear that the YSRTP will
contest alone. “I will field can-
didates in all constituencies on
my own and we are readying
candidates for elections,” she
added.

She said political parties
which are hoping for alliances
have to answer what is the need
for an alliance with the
Congress which sells itself to
others. Voting for the Congress
is nothing but voting for the
BRS, she said.

She said that the BRS will
not get more than 30 seats and
that there is no guarantee that
the Congress will not become
a supplying company to KCR
after the elections.

‘83 % Indians would ¢
much work as possible to A’

PNS B NEW DELHI

More than three fourth of
people in India surveyed are
willing to delegate as much
work as possible to artificial
intelligence, a Microsoft
report said on Thursday.

According to Microsoft
Work Trend Index 2023
report, 90 per cent of Indian
leaders say employees they
hire will need new skills to
be prepared for the growth
of AI (articial intelligence).

The research based on a
survey of 31,000 people
across 31 countries, includ-
ing about 1,000 from India
found that 74 per cent of
Indian workers say they're
worried AI will replace
their jobs.

"Research shows 83 per
cent of Indian employees
are willing to delegate as

much work as possible to
AT to lessen their work-
load," the report said. More
than 3 in 4 Indian leaders
(84 per cent) said that they
are concerned about lack of
innovation.

"The primary culprit dis-
rupting productivity is inef-
ficient meetings, as report-
ed by 46 per cent of Indian
workers who feel that their
absence in half or more of
their meetings would go
unnoticed by colleagues,"
the report said.

According to the report,
every employee, not just
Al experts, will need new
core competencies such as
prompt engineering in their
day-to-day.

"90 per cent of Indian
leaders say employees they
hire will need new skills to
be prepared for the growth

elegate as

of AL 78 per cent of Indian
workers say they don't cur-
rently have the right capa-
bilities to get their work
done," the report said.

Microsoft India Country
Head Modern Work
Bhaskar Basu said that as
the nature of work evolves,
Al promises to be the
biggest transformation to
work.

"The next generation of
AT will unlock a new wave
of productivity growth,
removing the drudgery
from our jobs and freeing
us to rediscover the joy of
creation. The opportunity
and responsibility for every
organisation and leader is to
get Al right -- testing and
experimenting with new
ways of working to build a
brighter future of work for
everyone," he said.

GST mop-up crosses
Rs 1.5 lakh crore

PNS B NEW DELHI

GST collections crossed Rs
1.50 lakh crore for the third
month in a row, recording a 12
per cent increase in May at over
Rs 1.57 lakh crore, according to
the official data released on
Thursday. The collections, tax
experts said, reflects a contin-
uation of the good economic
performance across states wit-
nessed since last year.

The gross Good & Services
Tax (GST) revenue collected in
the month of May, 2023 is Rs
1,57,090 crore of which Central
GST is Rs 28,411 crore, State
GST is Rs 35,828 crore,
Integrated GST is Rs 81,363
crore (including Rs 41,772 crore
collected on import of goods)
and cess is Rs 11,489 crore
(including Rs 1,057 crore col-
lected on import of goods), a
finance ministry statement said.

"The revenues for the month
of May 2023 are 12 per cent
higher than the GST revenues
in the same month last year,"
the ministry said.

During the month, revenue
from import of goods was 12
per cent higher and the rev-
enues from domestic transac-
tions (including import of ser-
vices) are 11 per cent higher
than the revenues from these
sources during the same month
last year.

May is the third month in a
row that tax collections from
goods sold and services ren-
dered have crossed Rs 1.50
lakh crore. In April GST rev-
enues had touched a record
high of Rs 1.87 lakh crore, while
in March it was Rs 1.60 lakh
crore.May is the 14th month in
arow when monthly GST rev-
enues came in more than Rs 1.4
lakh crore.

Sunil Kanugolu
appointed Siddu's
chief advisor

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Karnataka Government
has appointed the Congress
party’s political strategist,
Sunil Kanugolu, as the Chief
Advisor of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah. Sunil will have
cabinet rank. He will guide
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
on key issues like assurances
given to the people.

It may be recalled that
Sunil Kanugolu, who was
working with well-known
political strategist Prashanth
Kishore, served as the polit-
ical strategist of the Congress
during the recent Karnataka
elections in which Congress
registered a thumping victo-
ry.

It is learnt that the
Congress high command
decided to give the Chief
Advisor post to Sunil
Kanugolu as he had played an
important role during the
Karnataka elections.
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Lives turn upside down

PNS B NEW DELHI

At the crack of dawn on
Thursday with the city still
asleep, excavators made their
way into a slum cluster near
Pragati Maidan, waking its
inhabitants who felt their
lives were about to be
upended.

As imminent demolition
loomed, poised to reduce
their modest homes to rub-
ble, several residents sudden-
ly found themselves shelter-
less. Anxiety crept in as they
began to think of their bleak
future and possibly that of
their children.Pinky, a moth-
er of four, said she was dis-
tressed about her 18-year-old
daughter's future. Having
somehow managed to gath-
er enough money to send the
teenager to a hostel, Pinky
said that her daughter might
not be able to complete her
studies now that her home
has been razed in the anti-

encroachment drive.

"This displacement affects
my livelihood. We some-
how managed to save money
and send her to a hostel.
After this demolition drive,
we are worried that she
might have to come back,"
the woman said.

"Authorities are more con-
cerned about the rich. They
are least bothered about
poor people like us," she
lamented.

Fifty-five shanties were
demolished in the slum clus-
ter as part of an anti-
encroachment drive, dis-
placing more than 40 fami-
lies.

Sifting through the rubble
in a last-ditch bid to save
their belongings, the slum
dwellers alleged they had
been demanding the govern-
ment to allot them an alter-
native place somewhere
within a five-kilometre
radius.

BRS hopes...

Continued from page 4

The focus is on average
and non-performing
MLAs. Despite giving the
opportunity, if the MLAs
don’t perform then the
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November and December.

KTR has already asked
during public meetings to
elect with a massive major-
ity Padi Koushik Reddy,
Sathish Kumar, Warangal
Vinay Bhaskar and
Kamareddy Jukkal MLA
Hanuman Shinde. CR had
appealed to the people to
elect Minister Singireddy

Court allows...

Continued from page 4

Reddy was alleged to have
led a nexus controlling a
huge market share by way
of cartelization in clear
contravention of the
objectives of the excise
policy.

A Delhi based business-
man Dinesh Arora had
earlier turned approver in
the corruption case being
probed by the CBI.

Former deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia,
who also held the excise
portfolio when the alleged
scam took place in 2021-
22,

is also an accused in
the cases being probed by
the CBI and ED. He is cur-
rently in judicial custody.

The ED is investigating
alleged money laundering
by the accused in the now-
scrapped liquor policy.

BJP aims to...

Continued from page 4

The BJP plans to turn its
'Mahajan Sampark Abhiyans'
into election meetings to
explain the progress made
during Modi's 9-year rule.

The Prime Minister, the
Union Home Minister and
the BJP President will attend
meetings being held this
month. BJP leaders have
scheduled Prime Minister
Modi's rallies in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Mizoram
along with Telangana where
elections will be held this
year.

Three top BJP leaders will
visit Telangana this month. A
public meeting featuring the
Prime Minister is expected to
be held somewhere in
Nalgonda or Khammam dis-
trict in south Telangana.

The BJP state leadership
thinks that Amit Shah's visit
to Adilabad district will bring
good results as it can attract
tribal voters and SCCL work-
ers.

Blind hatred against Mod....

Continued from page 4

“In my opinion former Prime
Minister, PV Narasimha Rao,
the pride of all Telugus, was the
best PM this country ever had.
Unfortunately, he is the most
underrated PM and not even
recognized by his own party, he
said while answering a question
about who was the best PM so
far.

KTR said that BRS is not tak-
ing Asaduddin Owaisi and his
All India Majlis—E-Ittehadul
Muslimeen for granted.

“This is the same MP who
goes to UP and other states and
praises the Telangana Model. So
which Asaduddin will you
believe? Asad goes to Uttar
Pradesh and says, ‘Hamare
Telangana meih toh yeh hota
hai’ and speaks about minori-
ty welfare programmes. Which
is the real Asad?” he said.

When asked about the split
in the anti-BJP vote if AIMIM
contests in more seats outside
its regular arena, KTR said
that all Muslims cannot be

considered as pro-AIMIM.

When asked who their oppo-
sition is, KTR said, “KA Paul
Sharmila and Praveen are gang-
ing up. In politics fight is with
equals and not dwarfs. The
Congress and the BJP are
dwarfs in TS. They are intellec-
tually bankrupt too. Show me
a Congress government which
is better than the Telangana
government.”

“A bad government was
thrown out in Karnataka. The
PR efforts of Modi didn’t work.
While Manipur was burning,
the Union Home Minister and
the PM were in Karnataka,’
KTR said.

Fresh from his US trip, KTR
recalled that Rahul Gandhi
spoke in the US and said that
delimitation is not South Vs
North. “We need to look at the
US, that is, two senators. They
need to think of a way. The way
it suits Parliamentary democra-
cy and think of justice for the
states,” KTR said.

“Don't penalise a performing
state for doing well on popula-

tion control by reducing con-
stituencies. “UP would have
been the sixth largest country
in world. How can one state
dictate terms to the rest of the
country if delimitation is done,”
he asked. KTR said the five rea-
sons for considering Modi as
incompetent is high inflation,
high unemployment, LPG
prices, high fuel prices and the
lowest rupee value.

He said that BJP won’t win 3
MLA seats in 2023 and they
won't even be third. He said
Revanth and Sanjay should be
PM candidates of their respec-
tive parties.

“TS has been supremely suc-
cessful and is a successful start-
up state. He said it is rare to see
abalance in all round develop-
ment in the contemporary
model of governance. At SCCL
coal is underground. Is there a
better model of governance
than the one now in the coun-
try? An able government and a
stable leadership is the hallmark
of the Telangana administra-
tion,” he said.

KCR surpasses.d.

Continued from page 4

In the last nine years of KCR
rule Telangana has achieved
tremendous progress in agri-
culture, irrigation and in indus-
trial development.

Under KCR Telangana cre-
ated history by providing 24x7
power supply and nine hours
of free power supply to farm-
ers. In addition to this, KCR
constructed the Kaleshwaram
Lift Irrigation Project in record
time no one expected. The ren-
ovation of the famous Yadadri
temple on the lines of the
Tirumala Balaji Temple and the
construction of a new secretari-
at building are some other
achievements of KCR.

KCR introduced many wel-
fare schemes like Rythu
Bandhu, Dalit Bandhu and
others which were copied by
some other states. KCR has
emerged as the undisputed
leader in the BRS and if the BRS
achieves a hat-trick victory in
the next Telangana Assembly
elections he may become an
undisputed leader in Telangana
politics also.

Industrialist Paidi Rakesh join BJP

Continued from page 4

MLAs elected on Congress
tickets have joined the BRS
and support KCR in the
Assembly.

He said that KCR and
Congress leaders Rahul
Gandhi and Mallikarjuna
Kharge are roaming togeth-
er in New Delhi.

Chugh said that KCR is
trying to forge an alliance
with the Congress and TPCC
President Revanth Reddy is
working on a secret agree-
ment. He said the BJP will
end the corrupt BRS rule in
Telangana under Prime
Minister Modi’s leadership
and that a double-engine
government will take charge
in Telangana.He said the BJP
will form government in
Telangana with a majority
after the Assembly elections
in November.

Chugh said that Rakesh

Reddy is a son of Telangana.
“Rakesh joined the BJP. T am
welcoming him. In the last
nine years in Telangana has
witnessed a corrupt family
rule,” he said.

Dharmapuri  Arvind
advised BRS MLC Kavitha to
contest from Nizamabad and
not to run away to Medak.

He said that Kavitha has a
responsibility to contest from
Nizamabad as she is its for-
mer MP and current MLC.

He said that KCR has been
thinking of fielding his
daughter from Medak, but
Kavitha is not listening to her
father. Kavitha must contest
from Nizamabad without
accepting her father’s sugges-
tion, he said.

The Kalvakuntla family is
a disease and the antidote for
that is the BJP, he said. He
said that the Congress and
the BRS are one and the
same.

T-model...

Continued from page 4

KCR commemorated the
success of the movement,
the action plan devised in
accordance with the situation
and the ‘Educate, Gather and
Fight’ model adopted during
the struggle. Nine years ago
on June 2, 2014, Telangana
became the 29th state of
India, the Chief Minister said
and added that it is remark-
able that the new State of
Telangana overcome all prob-
lems and defeated the con-
spiracies of TS antagonists.
KCR said that the
Telangana state, which suf-
fered setbacks, is now taking
the country forward in all
fields. He expressed satisfac-
tion that due to the efforts of
the state government and
the participation of the peo-
ple, the achievements of
Telangana have become a
model for the country.

TSRTC hikes DA to mark...

Continued from page 4

It is in this background that
the TSRTC management has
decided to grant the pending
seventh DA to the employees
as a gift during Telangana
state's ninth celebrations.
The TSRTC has so far sanc-
tioned seven DAs even
though facing problems. The
remaining DA will be
announced soon."

Speaking to “The Pioneer’
Sajjanar said, “The company
did not add DA earlier. So it
will be paid to employees
along with the salary for
June. It will be an added
incentive for all employees.
The DA for January 2023 will
be announced soon.”

The last DA hike was
announced in October 2022.
At that time Dearness
Allowance (DA) arrears
amounting to Rs 15 crore

and DA hike of Rs 20 crore
were paid. The TSRTC had
also paid a Diwali advance of
Rs 20 crore to its employees.

Bajireddy Govardhan,
MLA, the chairman of
TSRTC, said that they are
working sincerely for the
welfare of RTC employees
and would pay dues due to
the employees with the help
of the government.

Reminding that the state
government has allocated Rs
1,500 crore in the budget, he
said that the RTC is recover-
ing from losses. He said that
last year’s daily income was
Rs 9 crore and that now it has
touched Rs 14 crore on an
average.

He said that interest was
being paid for debts of
around Rs 2,000 crore and
that all employees are work-
ing hard to increase the com-
pany’s income.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Too hullish to he true

Morgan Stanley has painted a rosy picture of the
economy, but it omits some key indicators

report by Morgan Stanley, the global financial services firm. “This India is dif-

G overnment and Bharatiya Janata Party supporters must be happy over the recent

ferent from what it was in 2013. In a short span of 10 years, India has gained
positions in the world order with significant positive consequences for the macro and
market outlook,” it said. “India has transformed in less than a decade.” This is surely
a vote of confidence for Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his economic policies. The
report has highlighted 10 big changes that have taken place since 2014. Bringing down
the corporate tax rate at par with the same in other major economies and heavy infra-
structure investment are among the top supply-side policy reforms, Morgan Stanley
said. The soaring collection of goods and services tax (GST) and the growing share
of digital transactions as a percentage of GDP indicate the formalisation of the econ-
omy, it added. Other pluses, according to Morgan Stanley, are direct transfer of sub-
sidies to accounts of beneficiaries, the Insolvency and

per cent by 2031.

Bankruptcy Code, flexible inflation targeting, focus on
foreign direct investment (FDI), Government support
for corporate profits, a new law for the realty sector,
and MNC sentiment at multi-year high. Manufacturing
and capital spending as a percentage of GDP has con-
tinuously risen, Morgan Stanley said, adding export
market share is projected to more than double to 4.5

Much of what Morgan Stanley has said is cor-
rect, but at places optimism seems a bit excessive.
It seems to have overlooked a few facts. For instance,
FDI inflows into the country fell by 16 per cent to

$71 billion on a gross basis in the last fiscal, though
the decline has been attributed to weak global factors. Similarly, manufacturing remains
a laggard; its share continues to languish at 16-17 per cent of the country’s GDP.
The Government has made big claims about the potential of industrial growth; it launched
ambitious programmes like Make in India and the production-linked incentive or PLI
scheme for several sectors. And yet, manufacturing’s share in GDP is no different
than it was in 2011, the year in which the National Manufacturing Policy was announced
with the target to make the share go up by 2022. Then there is the issue of jobs;
the economy is not able to generate quality employment. This reflects in consump-
tion patterns. The sales of luxury products are zooming, whereas the items used by
common people like kitchen appliances are not doing as well. Growth accelerated
to 6.1 per cent in the fourth quarter of 2022-23, and for the entire fiscal it was upward-
ly revised to 7.2 per cent. For 2023-24 too, India is likely to grow by over 6 per cent,
and will be the fastest growing big economy. The Government must persist with reforms
and ensure the more supply-side bottlenecks are removed so that the fruits of growth
and development are equitably distributed.

Burga-clad students play cricket in the J J Hospital premises at Byculla in Mumbai

Syncretism: A vision
for India’s future

As India moves forward, it must consciously embrace its rich diversity,
essential for nurturing a harmonious society that grows together

he inauguration of the
New  Parliament
Building has heralded
a new history of India
in its 75th year of
Independence. Leaving apart the
controversies wrangling in differ-
ent corridors, we must realize that
the value of democracy lies in
upholding the essence and spirit
of this new development and with
it the whole idea of multicultur-
alism and the syncretic tradition
that binds this nation of 140 crore
Indians together. ‘Sarva Dharma
Prarthana’ or Inter-Faith Prayer is
one of the great steps in this direc-
tion which happened at the inau-
gural programme on May 28.
India, known for its rich cul-
tural tapestry and religious diver-
sity, has long embraced the idea
of syncretism and multicultural-
ism. This inherent acceptance of
diverse beliefs and traditions is
exemplified through inter-faith
prayers, which hold great signif-
icance in various ceremonies
across the country. These prayers
serve as a unifying force, promot-
ing harmony, tolerance, and cul-
tural integration. Inter-faith
prayers at the inaugural ceremo-
ny, symbolize the nation's com-
mitment to embracing and main-
taining its cultural syncretism. By
incorporating inter-faith prayers
into the ceremony, the diversity
that India stands for was celebrat-
ed. This inclusive approach not
only strengthens the social fabric
but also sends a strong message
to the world about India's com-
mitment to secularism and plu-
ralism. Inter-faith prayers hold
immense significance in India, as
they bring together people from
difterent religious backgrounds/
faith, fostering a sense of unity
and shared purpose. India's cul-
tural tapestry is intricately woven
with the threads of various reli-
gions, each contributing to the
vibrant fabric of society. From
Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Jainism to Islam, Christianity,
Sikhism, the Bahai, Judaism,
Zoroastrianism and others, India
has been a melting pot of diverse
religious beliefs, rituals, and prac-
tices. ‘Sarva Dharma Prarthana’
acts as the glue that holds this
mosaic together, fostering an
environment of mutual respect
and peaceful coexistence. These
prayers serve as a powerful

reminder of our shared
humanity and transcend reli-
gious boundaries, emphasizing
the common values and aspi-
rations that bind us as a nation.
As the seat or Temple of
democracy, the Parliament
represents the voice of the peo-
ple and their diverse aspira-
tions. symbolizing the inclu-
sive spirit of India, for India's
syncretic traditions are deeply
embedded in its cultural fab-
ric. The country's history is
replete with instances where
different religious beliefs and
practices have intermingled
and influenced each other.
This syncretism is evident in
various aspects of Indian life,
including festivals, rituals, and
philosophical ideologies.
Festivals such as Diwali, Eid,
Christmas, and Guru Nanak
Jayanti to name a few, are cel-
ebrated with equal enthusiasm
by people of different faiths.
These celebrations not only
showcase cultural diversity
but also provide an opportu-

AS INDIA
EMBARKED ON A
NEW CHAPTER
WITH THE
INAUGURATION OF
ITS NEW
PARLIAMENT
BUILDING, IT IS
ESSENTIAL FOR ALL
OF US TO VALUE

nity for individuals to learn SUCH Wl SDOM AN D

about and appreciate different
religious traditions.

It is undeniable that India’s
artistic heritage spans millen-
nia, with influences from var-
ious cultures and civilizations.
The intricate carvings of the
ancient temples in Khajuraho,
the Mughal architecture of
the Taj Mahal, and the vibrant
frescoes of Rajasthan are just
a few examples of how ditfer-

TEACHINGS THAT
HAVE INSPIRED
INDIVIDUALS AND
NATIONS ALIKE

ent artistic styles have merged
to create a distinct Indian aes-
thetic. By appreciating and
preserving these art forms,
India not only showcases its
multicultural heritage but also
encourages dialogue and
understanding among diverse
communities. India's rich spir-
itual heritage and its embrace
of diverse philosophies have
given rise to a syncretic tapes-
try, interwoven with the teach-
ings of renowned saints and
philosophers throughout his-
tory. Kabir, the 15th-century
poet and mystic, whose teach-
ings emphasized the unity of
all religions, says, “Dheere
dheere re mana, dheere sab
kuch hoi. Mali seenche sau
ghada, ritu aaye phal hoye’,
embodies the essence of cul-
tural syncretism by emphasiz-
ing the gradual evolution of
spiritual growth and the uni-
versality of divine wisdom.
Swami Vivekananda also
stressed the importance of
embracing diversity and unity
among religions. He famous-
ly said, "I am proud to belong
to a religion which has taught
the world both tolerance and
universal acceptance. We
believe not only in universal
toleration but we accept all reli-
gions as true.” Conceptualized
by Swami Vivekananda him-
self and designed and devel-
oped by his engineer brother-
monk Swami Vijnanananda,
the Ramakrishna Mission in

RAJDEEP PATHAK

Belur Math is a clear example
of an architectural marvel that
beautifully embodies syncret-
ic traditions, blending ele-
ments from various Indian
architectural styles, with its
ornate carvings, domes, and
spires, along with Islamic arch-
es and intricate floral motifs
and further incorporating ele-
ments reminiscent of Gothic
architecture, such as stained-
glass windows.

Mahatma Gandhi too
emphasized the importance of
embracing diverse cultures
and traditions without losing
one's own identity. He envi-
sioned a society where differ-
ent cultures coexist and enrich
one another, fostering under-
standing and unity. As India
embarked on a new chapter
with the inauguration of its
New Parliament Building, it is
essential for all of us to value
such wisdom and teachings
that have inspired individuals
and Nations alike. By promot-
ing interfaith dialogue, pre-
serving linguistic diversity,
celebrating artistic expressions,
and embracing such vast and
versatile traditions, India can
continue to be a shining exam-
ple of unity in diversity in her
global endeavour to become a
global power under the
dynamic leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti)

The nuisance that Is
convocation ceremony

Ceremonies get value only if they are conducted appropriately.
Mimicking an auspicious ceremony only demeans its value

oes education have

any value in life? Does

a degree guarantee a
job? These questions always
rhyme in our society.

Of course, these questions
need detailed discussion. But
the root cause of these ques-
tions is the declining value of
education in today’s society,
due to the mockeries shown
by education institutions.
Even from kindergarten
onwards, many private edu-
cational institutions conduct
graduation ceremonies, mak-
ing a mockery of our educa-
tion system. We are demean-
ing the value of actual degree
certificates through these cer-
emonies.

According to UGC,
“Convocation” means a cer-
emonial assembly of a univer-
sity, normally held for confer-
ring Degrees and other
awards to its eligible candi-
dates. Usually, it is the univer-
sities that conduct convoca-
tion ceremonies in India. But
in recent times, many colleges
conduct convocation cere-
monies or graduation cere-
monies. The programme is
conducted in a grand manner
inviting eminent personali-
ties; in some cases, even the

o

cellors of universities attend
the function. The funny thing
is that even students who
failed university examina-
tions also get a certificate at
these graduation ceremonies.
Some college authorities
make poor students and par-
ents believe that these certifi-
cates have more value than
the ones issued by the univer-
sities. The ceremony itself is
a huge business involving
many event managers. A
photo in graduation attire
can convince the public that
the particular person is a
degree holder. This can fetch
them status and demand in
the marriage market. It's like
what we see in the movie
“Three Idiots’

After attending the grad-
uation ceremony conducted
by their colleges, students
post on social media stating
that they have officially
become graduates. During

the convocation ceremonies
are performed only by univer-
sities where the university
authority hand over gradua-
tion certificates. Every student
dreams of wearing the cere-
monial convocation dress and
taking a photo with the
degree certificate. There was
a time, before the 1990s,
when every household used
to hang pictures of their grad-
uating family members.
During that time, students
from every stream and every
level, undergraduate to high-
er degrees, had the privilege
to attend convocation cere-
monies conducted at univer-
sities. Society viewed a univer-
sity graduate with awe and
much respect. With the
increase in the number of
graduates passing out from
our universities, the convoca-
tion ceremonies are limited to
professional courses and
higher degrees like PhD.
The value given to origi-
nal degree certificates issued
by good universities is slow-
ly diminishing because of
ceremonies conducted by
these private institutions. The
students and society at large
are finding it challenging to
understand which is genuine

il
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are many people with “Dr”
affiliation in our community,
whose degree is awarded by
private institutions. These
institutions, which are most-
ly registered societies, provide
honorary doctoral degrees
by charging hefty fees. They
even give professional awards
after taking huge fees from the
nominees. Ceremonies get
value only if it is conducted
appropriately by the appropri-
ate agency concerned.
Mimicking an auspicious cer-
emony will demean its value.
Can we mimic our marriage
ceremony to show it to some-
one? All educational institu-
tions should respect the value
associated with various cere-
monies and show the correct
path to the students and soci-
ety. Otherwise, our students
shall carry certificates that
have only a paper’s value and
have value only on social
media platforms. We need to
build quality graduates in
every domain of knowledge
in nation-building. For this,
educational institutions
should stay away from such
gimmicks that make a mock-
ery of our education system
and should show the true
path to our youngsters.

LETTERSE (N1}

"DRESS CODE’ FOR TEMPLES
Sir — As per the report, the temple wor-
shipers from across Maharashtra's vil-
lages have pushed back against the
imposition of a 'dress code' for visiting
temples for both male and female devo-
tees. A "vastra samhita” or dress code
was imposed mid-May at four temples
of Nagpur, these include the
Gopalkrishna temple in Dhantoli (a
middle-class settlement within the city),
Sankatmochan Panchmukhi Hanuman
temple in Saoner (a farmers town near
Nagpur), the Brihaspati temple, in
Hingna (an industrial township border-
ing the Wardha district), and the
Durgamata temple at Koradi (the ther-
mal power township located north of
Nagpur). Religious bodies should
refrain from issuing such diktats that
would create new problems within
society. "Parents in rural areas do not
buy full pants for young boys until they
go to junior college. When we were in
school, we did not get to wear full pants
until Class 10. We had to wear shorts to
school. Our parents used to tell us that
they would give us full pants only after
we entered Class 11. This is prevalent
in rural areas across Maharashtra. Then
why are little boys being stopped from
entering temples? Has any God said,
'Don't allow kids wearing shorts to come
for my darshan'?" While several other
popular shrines in the state are exercis-
ing caution and not rushing to impose
the dress code, the issue has the poten-
tial of blowing up into a full-scale polit-
ical confrontation

N Mateeni | Mumbai

MANIPUR UNREST

Sir — Amid the ongoing tensity in
Manipur, Olympic medallist Mirabai
Chanu and weightlifter kunjarani devi
signed a memorandum to Home
Minister Amit Shah, along with 11 other
athletes demanding to restore peace in
Manipur and sought rigid action against
the extremist groups behind the vio-
lence as soon as possible that if peace

E EDITOR

Telangana suicides
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ecently, eight students committed suicide
Rin Telangana after the announcement of the

intermediate examination results as they
failed or faired poorly. Perhaps, this was one of
those cases where exam-related suicide was
reported in a newspaper. There are many
instances where these deaths go unreported.
Society is by and large mum to the increasing
number of suicides by students close on the heels
of the declaration of results of important exam-
inations that decide entry into professional cours-
es because taking one’s own life after the dec-

is not restored, they will return their
medals. It is concerning that Manipur
BJP rules the state but the BJP doesn't
bother those who lost their loved ones
rather busy conducting expensive elec-
tion campaigns for Prime minister in
states across the country due to which
the government is still unable to nor-
malize the unrest and restore the peace.

Ganapathi Bhat |Akola

BATTLE OF NARRATIVES

Sir — The battle of narratives between the
Congress and the BJP is once again at a
peak. PM Modi and Rahul Gandhi are
attacking each other. Whenever the elec-
tion is about to come, the ruling and the
opposition start taking voters under their
guise by opening their bags of populist
promises. If we look at the election man-
ifests of the last decade, it is known that
all the parties have run the same agenda
of distributing freebies. After getting the
power, even if the election promises

laration of exam results is not considered a social
evil by most stakeholders in India even though
every year history repeats.

Plenty of them eye careers that suit them but
are forced to look elsewhere due to parental pres-
sure. It is indisputable that parental pressure is
the biggest contributor to augmented anxiety and
depression among students paving the way for
suicides. For a long time, it is not what the child
wants but it is almost like what the “father and
mother want" that has pushed children to the
brink. Of course, obtaining excellent marks is a
sure shot highway to a reasonable job in later life.
But it’s doubtful as to whether an individual, hav-
ing painstakingly defeated a mind-boggling rat
race at a young age against his/her wishes and
aspirations, would live with peace and harmony
rest of his/her life despite bagging ranks and
marks. Self-employment is never considered a
great option in the country, and the results are
there to see.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola

become a jumla, the leaders will not mind.
The poor people would have sold their
vote by getting trapped in the promises of
freebies, while the upper class has no wor-
ries about voting and inflation. The mid-
dle class has to bear the brunt.
Unfortunately the voters are too gullable
and fall for such gimmicks election after
election. The politicians know that pub-
lic memory is short and there are a num-
ber of ways to distract them and harness
their votes. But this is not what the maker
of the constitution Baba Saheb Ambedkar
had contemplated. Over the period of 75
years the standards of public life have gone
down drastically and speaking lies and
even spreading hate has become a new
normal. This is not what makes India great
it only is a surefire recipe to take the coun-
try down. Hope politicians are listening.

Jahangir Ali | Maharashtra
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IMPORTANCE OF PM
MODI’S US STATE VISIT

Domestic politics aside, there is much at stake
for PM Modi’s upcoming state visit to the US

o

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE
Prime Minister Narendra Modi would be on a high-profile visit to the

United States later this month. The state visit would be the first for

the PM, and for the president of the USA and the second during
his current tenure, as a host. This visit is happening against the back-
drop of many high-profile visits by Indian and American diplomats, sec-
retaries and ministers setting the ground, plank by plank, in what could
be one of the most significant milestones in the India US bilateral rela-
tionship. The last such fillip to the relationship came in the period from
2005 to 2009 when India went nuclear and, US keeping aside its domes-
tic political reservations and ally concerns (read Pakistan), eased India
into the nuclear club, finally culminating in, then Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s state visit to the US. A state visit is the highest level of honour
and prestige accorded bilaterally, and is considered to be the top-notch
level in diplomatic relationships.

Prime Minister Modi’s scheduled state visit was supposed to have
been preceded, by his meeting with US President Joe Biden, at least
thrice in less than a month. These included bilateral meetings during G7,
to which India was invited, a meeting in Papua New Guinea and a QUAD
leaders’ summit before culminating in a state visit. However, President
Biden had to cut short his trip to the Pacific Ocean Island nation and
Australia, due to domestic issues, leading to a few hurried meetings on
the sidelines of the G7 in Japan.

The domestic environment for both India and the US is just warm-
ing up, to what would be an extremely hot and noisy space for the world’s
oldest and largest democracy. India and the US face general elections
next year and the domestic political climate, if not decibels, are already
exceeding tolerable limits. Moving forward it would be unbearable and
rough. This casts the dice for these leaders, both of whom are seeking
re-election (PM Modi for the third term and President Biden second term),
to make it worthwhile for their respective constituencies, which will send
them back to the top posts. The US president would have to ensure that
his voters, if not the congress and some of his colleagues, see the value
of upgrading the India-US bilateral relationship, despite, India’s conspic-
uous silence on Ukraine ( except for It is not a time for War statement),
close relations and dependencies on Russia and some uncomfortable
questions regarding human rights, religious freedom etc.

Indian Prime Minister on his part would like to take the spectacle
quotient a tad higher than the Howdy Modi, grand concerts event, when

PM Mod and then President Donald Trump, jointly addressed thousands
of Indian Americans in Houston. The PM would expect a significant out-
come from the state visit, albeit the cheering crowds, public events would
definitely be a part of the package. The PM who was recently on a visit
to Australia and Pacific island countries, where he got a rock stars wel-
come, addressed large cheering crowds in packed arenas and was even
called “the boss” by the Australian PM. The Indian American groups are
also prepping up for PM Modi’s visit, as many of them are expected to
participate in some key official ceremonies at the white house, includ-
ing witnessing the 21-gun salute and perhaps yoga sessions led by Indian
PM on International World yoga day on June 21st.

It would be worth remembering that PM Modi’s visit would also fol-
low opposition leader Rahul Gandhi’s ten days trip to the US, where he
interacted with a wide array of stakeholders, civil society, think tanks
etc on questions surrounding Indian democracy. The larger questions
regarding shrinking space for democratic manoeuvre and political oppo-
sition in India, which have been brought out by the opposition leader
during his earlier visits to UK etc and which have led to some influencer
groups doubting Indian democratic credentials, could have been con-
tained, by the time PM Modi lands in the US. Domestic politics aside
there is much at stake for PM Modis" upcoming state visit to the US.

(The writer is a policy analyst. The views expressed are persoal)
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Judgement, education
and ettective action

Whether one 1s the top man or the so-called bottom man,
there 1s always an element of decision-making vested in the role

ne of the critical compo- :
nents of decision-making is :
the ability to decipher deci- :
sion spaces. Consider the !
example of a doorkeeper. By
any standards, it is a lowly rank and :
humble in many ways. Yet, in times of :
knocking at the door, that position :
becomes more important than that of the :

Chairman himself. It is the doorkeeper’s
decision to let somebody in or keep him THE PRIME
out. It is a power loaded with security MINISTER HAS
concerns and at times with grave impli- : :
cations of tin}le, life and ];iegth. Cl(l)nsi(‘iier TO NOT ONLY
a situation where somebody isill, and a :
doctor has been summoned in the late : LEAD BUT ALSO
hours of the evening to the building to : BE RESPONSIBLE :
take care of the ailing person. :

The doctor does not get a security : FOR THE KEY
clearance, but his entry into the build- :
ing is critical. Like anything else, there DECISIONS. HIS
is a risk involved, and somebody may be : ABILITYTO ¢
impersonating the doctor; there may be : :
arogue doctor or the doctor himself may : JUDGE AND
be very impatient—the possibilities are :
several. The judgement of the gatekeep- : DECIDE WHO TO :
er and the judgement to be exercised on CONSENT TO. :
the spot make him the kingpin, not only : b
for the moment of the act but indeed for : AND TO WHAT :
much else, besides.

The derivation is obvious: everyone : EXTENT IS
needs to have effective decision-making : CRUCIAL. :

skills. The story goes that King Shivaji
approached his Rajgad Fort near Pune,
in the early hours of the morning after :

© (The writer is a policy

analyst)

: a long long ride and wanted to
i enter the Rajgad Fort. He had
: enemies at his heels. The head of
¢ security of the fort had it from the
i king (Maharaj) himself (in this
i case, Shivaji Maharaj) that no
i exceptions would be allowed for
i entry into the fort before dawn.

Shivaji Maharaj had some
enemies in his hot pursuit, which
he had evaded. The Head of
Security took the call that the
order of the Maharaj was sacred
and Shivaji would not be let into
the fort. Shivaji tried to explain

¢ to him that his life may be at risk

and that he had been exercising
his supreme powers by ordering
a gate to be opened. The Head of
Security refused to comply. When
Shivaji asked him who would be
responsible for his security, the

: Head of Security responded, "I

am the head of security, and 1
shall be responsible. We shall

: make preparations for your com-

fort outside the fort, and you will

i be absolutely safe. Our full force

will protect you and protect you
successfully.”" The story concludes

i that Shivaji was finally allowed

entry into the fort only at dawn.

: One of his first acts after his entry
i was to elevate the rank to the
¢ Head of Security.

The narrative, as it is, needs
no comment. The larger part of
the story is that it makes a point.

in the ultimate analysis of the
making of the human being:
health and judgement are the two
most important things.
Judgement cannot be taught; it
cannot be ‘given. It has to grow
from within. It is a judgement
that makes a person.

Judgement is both subtle and
growing. In a parliamentary sys-
tem, the Prime Minister is the
head of the Executive. He has to
not only lead but also be respon-
sible for the key decisions. His
ability to judge and decide who
to consent to, and to what extent
is crucial. He has also to assess to
what extent amalgamate the var-
ious strands of advice received.

This brings us to the essence
of training of the mind and edu-
cation. The current rollout of the
National Education Policy raises
these questions in many ways.
With increasing frequency, it is
being asked many, how so many
people, who do not even finish
their school education become
such original thinkers and make
such brilliant contributions.
Rabindra Nath Thakur is a com-
mon reference.
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Indeed, many formally edu-
cated people do not get very far
and flounder in the race of life in
a worse-than-mediocre pattern.
This appears as an enigma when
it is actually it is not so. The truth
is that creativity and judgement
propelled even those who had not
completed their formal education
to higher levels of achievement.
Higher levels of achievement do
not necessarily follow high
degrees. In the case of the educat-
ed, the natural achievements
which would have followed cre-
ativity were sharpened and results
were better than if they had not
been educated at all.

It is soulful to remember this
and use it as a compass to navi-
gate one’s own career and those
dependent on one. The meaning,
the content, the delivery, and the
keeping alive of the educational
processes are important phe-
nomena. The whys and where-
fores of this process need to be
understood and developed more
fruitfully as a part of any project
related to the educational
process. Hopefully, as the
National Education Policy makes
its rollout, these questions will
not only surface but get
addressed.

Caribbean medical degree can lead to a career in the West

Pursuing medical education in a Caribbean university is a viable route to a career in medicine in the West, although it is not without its challenges

been a significant surge in
the demand for doctors
and the aspirations to pursue
a medical career. However,
the available resources and
facilities have struggled to
match the pace of this demand,
resulting in a considerable
gap. Consequently, numerous
students have opted to relocate
to different countries in search
of admission to medical cours-
es, as the distribution of
requirements and available
facilities remains imbalanced.
To pursue a medical career

in the USA or Canada, stu-
dents typically follow a struc-
tured path. Upon finishing
their undergraduate degree,
students are required to clear
the MCAT exam as a prereq-
uisite for admission to medical
school. Once a student enters

In recent years, there has
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(The writer is Associate Vice
President, Student
Acquisition - International,
American University of
Antigua College of
Medicine)

medical school, they spend
another 4-5 years in a medical
school which would include
their pre-clinical and clinical.
Once the student is done with
clinical rotations and graduates
from medical school, s/he
applies for residency. Students
submit applications through
the National Residency
Matching Program (NRMP).
Depending on the specialisa-
tion they opt for, many doctors
complete their residency pro-
grams in 3 to 7 years.

To become a doctor in the
US/Canada, students have the
option to pursue a Caribbean
medical college route. This
involves selecting a reputable
and accredited medical school
in the Caribbean and complet-
ing a 2-year pre-med pro-
gram, followed by 2 years of
pre-clinical studies. The stu-

dents then continue their clin-
ical rotations in the
USA/Canada. Studying med-
icine in the Caribbean region
offers a multitude of benefits
for aspiring medical students
aiming to become practising
doctors in the USA, UK, and
Canada.

These advantages make
Caribbean medical schools an
appealing choice for those
seeking a top-tier education,
practical exposure, and a
unique cultural experience.
Additionally, these medical
schools hold recognition from
esteemed international organi-
zations like the World Health
Organization and the
Educational Commission for
Foreign Medical Graduates,
ensuring that graduates can
practice medicine across all 50
states in the US or in the UK,

and Canada, among other
various countries worldwide.

Lower Financial Burden:
Studying MBBS at leading
Caribbean medical colleges
generally comes at a lower cost
compared to US medical col-
leges, including both public
and private institutions. While
certain Caribbean colleges
may have costs that approach
those of US medical colleges,
the overall expenses remain
significantly more affordable.

Hassle-free Admission:
Unlike other foreign medical
universities, getting admis-
sion to top Caribbean medical
colleges is less complex. Apart
from decent credentials at the
school level, you need to clear
the country-specific medical
entrance exam such as NEET
in India. Most Caribbean col-
leges have rolling admissions

with three intakes- January,
May and September.

Diverse  Learning:
Caribbean medical universities
attract a diverse student pop-
ulation from various countries
and cultural backgrounds. This
multicultural environment fos-
ters a rich learning experience,
promoting cross-cultural
understanding and collabora-
tion.

Gateway to the US: The
Caribbean region is globally
recognized for its esteemed
medical schools. These insti-
tutions hold accreditation from
prominent international orga-
nizations including the
Caribbean Accreditation
Authority for Education in
Medicine and Other Health
Professions (CAAM-HP),
World Health Organization
(WHO), and the Educational

Commission for Foreign
Medical Graduates (ECFMG).
Such recognition empowers
graduates to pursue medical
practice in diverse countries
across the globe. International
medical graduates (IMGs)
have a vital role in the
American healthcare system,
making up 25 per cent of the
existing U.S. physician work-
force. Among these IMGs, 18
per cent are graduates of
Caribbean medical schools,
indicating that approximately
4.5 per cent of licensed doctors
in the U.S. obtained their MD
degrees from Caribbean insti-
tutions.

Accredited Medical
Schools: While choosing a
Caribbean medical school, it’s
very important to check the
recognitions and accredita-
tions to ensure quality edu-

cation. Only schools that are
recognized by CAAM-HP
and accredited by the US
Dept of Education, New York
State Education Department
and other US & Canadian
medical education-related
departments/bodies should
be chosen to ensure a smooth
transition into USA /
Canada.

Pursuing a medical educa-
tion at a Caribbean medical
school offers a viable route to
a rewarding career in medi-
cine, although it is not without
its challenges. While the entry
requirements may be less strin-
gent compared to those in the
US, achieving exceptional
grades and excelling in
USMLE exams are still essen-
tial for securing a position in
an American residency pro-

gram.
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TVS, Ather,
Ola hike
prices of EVs

PNS B NEW DELHI

Electric two-wheeler makers
TVS Motor Company, Ather
Energy and Ola Electric have
increased prices of their
products as curtailed subsidy
structure comes into effect
from June 1.

In a statement, TVS Motor
Company stated that in order
to propel the electrification
journey further in a sustain-
able manner after FAME II
scheme revision, it has
increased iQube's price
between Rs 17,000 and Rs
22,000 depending on the
variant.

The iQube base and S
trims were earlier priced at Rs
1,06,384 and Rs 1,16,886,
respectively in Delhi.

"FAME 1I will gradually
reduce over the next few
quarters. The company will
continue to deliver delightful
product options and great
value proposition to propel
the electrification and green
energy penetration in two-
wheelers in the country,”
TVS Motor Company
Director and CEO K N
Radhakrishnan said.

The company will offer a
loyalty benefit programme
for the customers of iQube,
who have made bookings till
May 20, 2023, for a limited
period to ease the cost bur-
den post the revision in
FAME II subsidy, he added.

Ather Energy said that fol-
lowing the FAME II subsidy
revision applicable from
today, it has also revised the
prices of its scooters with
450X now starting at Rs
1,45,000 (ex-showroom
Bengaluru).

Air India to reinstate three more
weekly flights to US this month

ith the crew shortage situation easing progressively, Air India is set to reinstate
Wthree more weekly flights to the US this month. Earlier this year, the Tata Group-

owned airline temporarily suspended six weekly flights to the US and three of them
have already been reinstated. Air India CEO and Managing Director Campbell Wilson said the
crew shortage situation is progressively easing. "We had suspended 6 of the 47 weekly flights to
the US. We have reinstated 3 of those and the
other 3 will be reinstated by the end of June," he
told PTl in an interview this week. Six weekly
flights - three each to Newark and San
Francisco -- were suspended due to shortage of
crew. In recent months, there have been
instances of some long haul flights getting
impacted due to crew shortage issues.
Currently, Air India, on a weekly basis, operates
44 flights to the US and 14 to Canada. The
airline flies to San Francisco, New York, Newark,
Washington and Chicago in the US and to the
cities of Vancouver and Toronto in Canada.

Rupee rises 33 paise to close at

82.42 against US dollar

he rupee appreciated by 33 paise to close at 82.42 (provisional) against the US | ndel Money Limited, a non-bank lender focussed on gold loan, on Thursday said it will

Tdollar on Thursday, as positive macroeconomic data strengthened investor
sentiments. At the interbank foreign exchange market, the local unit opened at 82.54
against the US dollar and settled at 82.42 (provisional), up 33 paise over its previous

close amid sustained foreign fund
inflows. During the day, the domestic
unit witnessed an intra-day high of
82.36 and a low of 82.54. On

Wednesday, the rupee closed at 82.75

against the US currency. The dollar
index, which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six

currencies, fell 0.20 per cent to 104.12.

Global oil benchmark Brent crude

futures advanced 0.17 per cent to USD

72.72 per barrel. "The Indian rupee
strengthened amid stellar economic
data and foreign fund inflows.

Rising risk appetite may
hit banks’ credit profiles

PNS B NEW DELHI

A rise in risk appetite among
Indian banks highlights the
importance of assessing indi-
vidual banks' ability to with-
stand expected and unexpect-
ed balance-sheet stress as part
of the analysis of their intrin-
sic creditworthiness, said Fitch
Ratings in a report.

Banks' loan growth over the
financial year ended March
2023 (FY23) reached 15.4 per
cent, the highest since FY12.

"We believe, this partly
reflected pent-up credit
demand following the Covid-
19 pandemic, as well as strong
nominal GDP growth, and we
expect some normalisation in
FY24," the global rating agency
said on Thursday.

However, rapid loan growth
and higher exposure to certain
asset classes are also likely to
indicate greater risk appetite
and could affect risk profiles,
it said, adding increasing risk
appetite reflects in part banks'
efforts to boost returns after
funding costs rose over 2022,
even as they manage asset

growth relative to capital.

Notably, credit card lending
and personal loans exposure
rose to 10.2 per cent of system
loans by FY23, from 7.5 per
cent in FY18, it said.

"We view such unsecured
categories as most vulnerable
to potential stress, though
exposures among our rated
entities remain manageable,
and improvements in risk con-
trols and loan-book granular-
ity should help to reduce risks
associated with any future

asset-quality deterioration rel-
ative to previous cycles. We
also expect tighter regulatory
supervision to slow unsecured
lending in the year ahead," it
said.

Exposure to non-bank
financial corporations
(NBFCs) within the services
sector has also risen, from 6.5
per cent of total system loans
in FY18 to 10.5 per cent in
FY23.

Funding pressures and asset-
quality risks among NBFCs

have receded since that sector
underwent a stress period in
2019. These loans are also typ-
ically to well-established pri-
vate and state-owned entities,
so carry less risk than unse-
cured lending.

However, NBFECs, like
banks, are also increasing their
risk appetite. It expects banks
to continue to lend to the sec-
tor, but at a slightly slower pace
as more banks run up against
regulatory sectoral concentra-
tion caps.

Money 08

via NCDs

Indel Money to raise Rs 100 cr

raise Rs 100 crore through secured non-convertible debentures (NCDs). The NCD issue

of face value of Rs 1,000 each will open on June 6 and close on June 19, the lender
said in a release. "The issue includes a base issue size for an amount of up to Rs 50 crore

with an option to retain oversubscription up to Rs 50 crore aggregating up to Rs 100

issued for a tenure ranging from 400 days
to 72 months with coupon yielding up to
12.25 per cent per annum, the company
said, adding that the issue is rated as
BBB-+/Stable by Crisil Ratings Ltd.
‘Increased revenue, profitability and
visibility are the factors that drive the
branch network. With this issue, we aim to
expand our sources of funds," said Umesh
Mohanan, Executive Director and CEO,
Indel Money. Indel Money earlier raised Rs
100 crore through NCDs in May 2022.

crore," it said. The debentures will be

Centre buys 262 lakh
tonnes of wheat at MSP

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Centre has purchased
262 lakh tonnes of wheat so far
this year at minimum support
price (MSP) and paid about Rs
47,000 crore to farmers.

"Wheat procurement during
the ongoing Rabi Marketing
Season (RMS) 2023-24 has
progressed smoothly. The pro-
gressive procurement of wheat
in the current season till May
30 is 262 lakh tonnes, which
has already surpassed last
year's total procurement of 188
lakh tonnes by 74 lakh
tonnes," the Food Ministry
said in a statement.

About 21.27 lakh farmers
have already benefitted from
the ongoing wheat procure-
ment operations with a mini-
mum support price outflow of
about Rs 47,000 crore, it
added.

The Rabi marketing season
runs from April to March.
However, the bulk of wheat
procurement is done between
April and June. Wheat is a
major rabi (winter-sown) crop.

Major contribution in the
procurement has come from

three states of Punjab,

Madhya Pradesh and
Haryana, with procurement
of 121.27 lakh tonnes, 70.98
lakh tonnes and 63.17 lakh
tonnes, respectively.

The ministry attributed the
rise in procurement to relax-
ation in quality specifications
of wheat affected due to
untimely rains, the opening of
procurement centres at vil-
lage/panchayat level, carry-
ing out procurement through
co-operative societies/ Gram
Panchayats/Arhatias etc in
addition to designated pro-
curement centres.

On rice procurement, it
said that "a quantity of 385
lakh tonnes of rice has been

procured till May 30 during
the Kharif crop of Kharif
Marketing Season (KMS)
2022-23 with another 110 lakh
tonnes yet to be procured.
Further, a quantity of 106
lakh tonnes of rice has been
estimated to be procured dur-
ing the Rabi crop of KMS
2022-23".

KMS runs from October-
September.

"The combined stock posi-
tion of wheat and rice in the
Central Pool is over 579 lakh
tonnes (wheat 312 lakh tonnes
and rice 267 lakh tonnes),
which has placed the country
in a comfortable position to
meet its requirements of food
grains," the ministry said.

Coal India shares attract
bids worth Rs 6,500 cr

PNS B NEW DELHI

Institutional investors lapped
up Coal India shares in this fis-
cal's maiden government
stake-sale, with Rs 6,500 crore
bids pouring in on the first day
of the offer-for-sale.

The government had offered
over 8.31 crore shares to insti-
tutional investors on Thursday
under the offer-for-sale (OFS),
but received bids for 28.76
crore shares or 3.46 times.

At the indicative price of Rs
226.12 a share, the bids of insti-

tutional buyers are worth Rs
6,500 crore.

"Offer for Sale in CIL
received enthusiastic response
from non-retail investors
today. The issue was sub-

scribed 3.46 times of the base
size. The government has
decided to exercise the green
shoe option. Retail investors
get to bid tomorrow,"
Department of Investment and
Public Asset Management
Secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey
tweeted.

The government currently
holds 66.13 per cent in CIL.

The stake sale in Coal India
will help the government inch
towards the Rs 51,000-crore
disinvestment target set for the
current fiscal.

EV makers

PNS B NEW DELHI

Electric vehicle manufacturers
will need around 13 million
square feet of real estate space
by 2030 to make targeted 23
million units of two-wheelers
and 4 million units of four-
wheelers, according to CBRE.
Real estate consultant CBRE
South Asia released a report,
'Electric Vehicles in India -
New Wheels on the Roads', on
Thursday that focuses on the
trends, growth, and influence
of electric vehicles (EVs) on the
real estate sector in India.
"Real estate requirements of
manufacturing facilities of 4-
wheeler and 2-wheeler (4W
and 2W) electric vehicles is

require 13 mn sq ft space by 2030

estimated to be around 13
million square feet by 2030 as
a result of the government's EV
adoption targets," it said.
Moreover, EV battery
manufacturing facilities
would require 2,400 acre of
land to accommodate the

production of 200 GWh of
batteries by 2030.

By 2030, this real estate
requirement will allow a pro-
duction capacity of about 4
million units of 4Ws and 23
million units of 2Ws.

The Indian EV market is

expected to grow at a
Compound Annual Growth
Rate (CAGR) of 49 per cent
between 2021-2030 and cross
annual sales of 17 million
units by 2030.

The consultant noted
Built-to-Suit (BTS) and
leased facilities are largely
preferred by EV manufactur-
ers at present due to ease of
capital deployment, flexibil-
ity in lease terms, speed to
market and location advan-
tages.

AHowever, an owned facil-
ity provides more scope for
customisation, save monthly
rental outgoings and has bet-
ter prospects for land price
appreciation, it added.

TGS, Reliance, Jio top hest
Indian brands 2023 ranking

PNS ® NEW DELHI

Technology giant TCS and
India's most valuable com-
pany Reliance Industries
have topped the list of the
country's most valuable
brands, according to
Interbrand, the renowned
global brand consultancy.
Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) topped the
2023 50 Most Valuable
Indian Brands list with a
brand value of Rs 1.09 lakh

crore.
Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance

Industries Ltd is at No.2
spot with a brand value of
Rs 65,320 crore. His group's
telecom and digital unit Jio
is also in the top 5 with a

brand value of Rs 49,027
crore.

"Celebrating its 10th year,
the Best Indian Brands
report has become a defin-
itive guide to the nation's
brand landscape since its
inaugural publication in
2014," Interbrand said.

This year's edition show-
cases remarkable growth,
with a total list value of Rs
8.3 lakh crore (USD 100 bil-
lion), marking a signifi-
cant 167 per cent increase
over the past decade. This
is the first time the total
value of the table has sur-
passed the USD 100 billion
mark.

IT company Infosys is at
No.3 with a brand value of
Rs 53,323 crore.

Members of 22

PNS B NEW DELHI

Lakhs of dairy farming mem-
bers of 22 milk producer com-
panies on Thursday pledged to
boost milk production for
increasing India's share in the
global output, NDDB Dairy
Services said.

On the World Milk Day
being celebrated on Thursday
across various states, lakhs of
dairy farmers and their families

committed themselves towards
making India the Dairy of the
World', NDDB Dairy Services
(NDS) said in a statement.

Out of 22 Milk Producer
Companies (MPCs) supported
by NDS, 15 have all-women
members and all the producer
directors on their boards too are
women.

These 22 MPCs spread
across 130 districts in 9 states,
have 8.7 lakh members and 71

Markets extend losses for
2" day in highly volatile trade

PNS B MUMBAI

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty ended lower in
highly volatile trade on
Thursday due to selling in bank-
ing, metal and energy counters
amid a mixed trend in the glob-
al markets.

Falling for the second day in
a row, the 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 193.70 points or 0.31
per cent to settle at 62,428.54
even after a positive beginning,
During the day, it fell 263.1
points or 0.42 per cent to
62,359.14.

The NSE Nifty fell 46.65 points
or 0.25 per cent to finish at
18,487.75.

"Despite challenges in the glob-
al economies, the domestic mar-
ket displayed better than estimat-
ed Q4 earnings growth, along
with 7.2 per cent GDP growth in
FY23, adding buoyancy to the
market during the week.

"However, today the market
closed with a marginal negative
bias in which banks witnessed

heavy profit-booking. Investors
turned cautious in anticipation of
inflationary pressure in the US
after raising the US debt ceiling,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

From the Sensex pack, Bharti
Airtel fell 3.42 and Kotak
Mahindra Bank declined 3.31 per
cent. ICICI Bank, ITC, HDFC
Bank, UltraTech Cement, HCL
Technologies and Maruti were the
other major laggards.

Tata Motors, Hindustan
Unilever, Asian Paints, Sun
Pharma, Nestle, Tata Consultancy
Services, Wipro, Bajaj Finance,
Axis Bank and Indusind Bank
were among the gainers.

Sebi to auction properties
of seven business groups

PNS B NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi on
Thursday said it will auction
17 properties belonging to
seven business groups includ-
ing MPS Group, Tower
Infotech, and Vibgyor Group
on June 28, with a total
reserve price of Rs 51 crore,
in a bid to recover investors'

(Sebi) said in a notice.

The 17 properties being
auctioned include land
parcels, storied buildings,
flats, and a commercial space
situated across West Bengal.

Inviting bids, Sebi said auc-
tion of the properties will be
conducted through online
mode between 11 amand 1 pm.

ROADE & BUILINMGE

DEPARTMENT

Cnliensndasamimated for 1 road
i i Bl pnatai ba bad deetmicl gnid 1 High
Level Bridge wofk in Bhadradri
Hothagudam, dsfnic vide «HIT Ho.
1Road & THLE/KTOMEM BadiEE
(REW)DEE(ASW)\MEE] dt. 30.05. 2023
Tenderers can downboad ihe lender
schedules from : WHps:fender.
talangama. gov.in, Lagl dale is
TROEDI2E 400 FPM

For Chisf Enginear (RS

ALOC AR DEFLWEARSS
B0 Mo : JE-ORTL-AGERD AT

money.

Apart from these, the
regulator has put on block
properties of Prayag Group,
Multipurpose BIOS India
Group, Waris Finance
International Group and
Pailan Group of compa-
nies, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India

milk producer
firms pledge to boost output

per cent of them are women.
Members of these 22 MPCs
pledged to 'Make India Dairy
of the World by increasing
India's share to the total world
production’, provide quality
milk and milk products to
consumers by sourcing milk
even from the remotest part of
the country, and provide a
competitive price to farmer
members through a transpar-
ent process of milk collection

and payments.
They also committed to
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increase milk productivity
through breed improvement
programmes and better animal
management practices.

Meenesh Shah, Chairman of
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB) and its sub-
sidiary NDS, said, "Our Prime
Minister has envisioned that
India should become the dairy
for the world.
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‘Contribution of TS to national
GDP has grown significantly’

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) hosted
Subhrakant Panda, the
national president of FICCI,
who highlighted Telangana's
substantial contribution to
the national GDP. Speaking
on the industrial progress in
India with a special focus on
Telangana, the event took
place on Wednesday evening
at the Federation House of
the FICCI in Red Hills.
Subhrakant Panda said, "I
have observed through stud-
ies that Telangana's contribu-
tion to the national GDP
has grown significantly. With
notable growth in agriculture
and allied sectors, its contri-
bution to the country's GDP
has steadily increased from
4.1 per centin 2014-15to 4.8
per cent in 2022-23. The
Telangana government is also
directing its attention
towards sunrise sectors like

i L

electrical mobility. There is
healthy competition among
the states, and the introduc-
tion of GST has opened a
new era, with each state striv-
ing to attract investments."

The FICCI national presi-
dent further emphasised the
need to boost the manufac-
turing sector's contribution
to the country's GDP.

He stated, "The manufac-
turing sector requires a push.
I come from the same back-

ground, and I believe manu-
facturing should contribute
significantly. Despite the best
efforts in the last two
decades, it has stagnated at 15
per cent in terms of GDP
contribution. On the other
hand, agriculture, which
accounts for a similar per-
centage, provides employ-
ment for 50 per cent of the
population. Let us work
together. From being the fifth
largest economy, our country

is on its way to becoming the
third largest economy."
Srinivas Garimella of
FTCCI, commended
Telangana for its remarkable
progress since its formation
nine years ago. He highlight-
ed the state's growth rate of
11.4 per cent Compound
Annual Growth Rate in Gross
State Domestic Product, the
highest in the country. This
achievement was driven by
the successful implementa-
tion of initiatives like Raithu
Bandhu and irrigation, which
led to a 99 per cent growth in
rice production in Telangana.
Arun Chawla, Director
General of FICCI, along with
representatives from FICCI
Telangana State Council,
FICCI Senior Vice-President

Meela Jayadev, Vice-
President Suresh Kumar
Singhal, CEO Khyati

Naravane, and members of
the Managing Committee
and past presidents attended
the meeting.
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Pattana Pragathi best performer
under PM Svanidhi scheme

PNS W HYDERABAD

Telangana's Pattana Pragati
programme was on Thursday
adjudged the best initiative
under the PM Svanidhi
scheme.

Union Minister of Housing
and Urban Affairs and
Petroleum and Natural Gas,
Harshdeep Puri felicitated
Telangana State at the Vigyan
Bhavan on the occasion of
three years of PM Svanidhi -
Empowering Nano
Entrepreneurs.

Special Chief Secretary to
the government of Telangana
Arvind Kumar took to Twitter
and said, "Telangana is among
the best performing states in
the country in @pmsvanidhi."

The Telangana government
launched the Pattana Pragathi
programme across all urban
local bodies as per the direc-
tions of Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao in
February 2020. As per the
scheme, street vendors' devel-
opment was initiated.

Telangana  Municipal
Administration and Urban

Development Minister KT
Rama Rao ordered issuance of
working capital loans to all
street vendors and develop
vending zones in ULBs.
Telangana is the first state to
waive the stamp duty in full for
the loans under PM Svanidhi
with coterminous provisions of
the scheme.

In the first phase upto Rs
10,000 per street vendor, was
sanctioned to 3,58,776 street
vendors (106%) loans sanc-
tioned and Rs 353.17 crore
disbursed to 3,56,678 SVs
(105%) against the original
target of 3,40,000 and later
enhanced to 4,00,000 in
September 2022. Telangana
was first state in the country

to achieve 100% disburse-
ments in first tranche loans as
per the original target. In the
category of less than one lakh
population towns (3,555) in
the country, all the top 10
positions in the country are
cities from Telangana,
Siddipet in 1st position,
Sircilla in 2nd, Nirmal in 3rd,
Kamareddy in 4th, Bodhan in
5th, Zaheerabad in 6th,
Sangareddy  in 7th,
Manchiryal in 8th, Palwancha
in 9th & Armoor in 10th
position.

In the category of 1 to 10
lakh population cities (442) in
the country, GWMC stands
first in the country followed
by Nizamabad in the 10th
position

In the category of 8 Mega
Cities (40 lakh population),
GHMC stands in third posi-
tion in country. Further, in
the second phase (upto Rs
20,000 per SV), 1,53,306 SVs
(106%) loans sanctioned and
Rs 292.60 crore disbursed to
1,46,692 SVs (101%) as
against the target of 1,45,100

SVs.

syllabus-hased
classes on T-SAT

PNS W HYDERABAD

Kakatiya University will tele-
cast syllabus-based video
lessons in various UG and
PG courses on T-sat Nipuna.

This Memorandum of
Understanding has been
signed for allotment of air
time on T-SAT satellite chan-
nel to Kakatiya University to
telecast its syllabus-based
video lessons in various UG
and PG courses and live
recorded discussions on cur-
rent topics in various sub-
jects, purely educational, on
the T-SAT NIPUNA
Channel said press informa-
tion.

This is on a trail basis for
a period of one year from the
date of signing the MoU.

Spurious cotton seeds racket
bhusted, two arrested

PNS B HYDERABAD

Inter-state spurious cotton
seeds racket was busted by
SOT LB Nagar Zone and
Choutuppal police. The police
seized 2.2 tons of spurious
seeds all worth about Rs 70
lakh.

The accused Gaddam
Ravindra Babu and Ravi
Prasanna Kumar were nabbed
near Divis water plant, under
the limits of Choutuppal police
station while they were trans-
porting the spurious cotton
seeds from Nagpur to sell the
same to gullible farmers.

The police filed Cr no
285/2023 U/S Sec 420 R/W
IPC, clause 3(1) of seeds
(Control) order-1983, sec 7 of
EC act 1955, Sec 7 and 19 of
Seeds act 1966, sec 15(1) of
environmental protection act
-1986 of Choutuppal PS.

The accused Ravi Prasanna
Kumar is a native of
Mylavaram, Krishna district
and since last 10 years he is a
running a fertiliser shop in the
name of Navatha Agro
Division Seeds and Fertilisers
shop at Choutuppal. He came

in contact with Ravindrababu
who was into illegal trade of
spurious seed. Then he want-
ed to earn easy money and
decided to procure the banned
BT-III cotton seeds from one
Gaddam Ravindra Babu and
sell the same to needy farmers
with a promise of high yield.

Ravindra Babu migrated
from Palnadu district to Kuhi
village near Nagpur about 8
years back and doing agricul-
ture by taking 60 acres of land
on lease, with an intention to
earn huge easy money within
a short span. He indulged in
procuring and sale of spurious
BT-III/ HT cotton seed.

He has good knowledge
that sale of BT-III/HT cotton
seeds are banned by the
Government of Telangana.

He used to procure the spu-
rious seeds from one
Narasimhulu, resident of
Madanapalle in Chittoor dis-
trict and transporting it to
Kuhi near Nagpur,
Maharashtra, and from there
he was selling the same to seed
traders of Telangana,
Maharashtra and Andhra
Pradesh states illegally.

Man strangles wife to
death for refusing sex

PNS ® HYDERABAD

A man strangled his wife to
death in a fit of rage after she
refused to engage in sexual
activity with him. The details of
the crime emerged when the
autopsy report confirmed the
cause of death. The police man-
aged to solve the case 10 days
after the crime occurred. The
accused, Jatavath Tarun (24),
admitted to the police that he
had strangled his wife, Jhansi
(20), following her refusal.

Originally from
Nagarkurnool district, the cou-
ple had entered into a love mar-
riage in 2021. Tarun worked as
an auto-rickshaw driver and
had moved to Hyderabad with
his wife and their family resided
in Khaja Bagh in the IS Sadan
division. The couple have a
two-year-old son, and Jhansi had
given birth to a daughter on
April 16.

According to Tarun's state-
ment to the police, on the night
of May 20, he expressed his
desire to engage in sexual activ-

ity. However, Jhansi informed
him that she was too tired.
Despite her refusal, Tarun per-
sisted and began to force him-
self upon her. When Jhansi
started shouting, Tarun covered
her mouth with his hand. This
act resulted in a lack of oxygen,
causing her to lose conscious-
ness and foam at the mouth.
Panicked by the situation, Tarun
alerted his relatives, who rushed
Jhansi to Owaisi Hospital.
However, the doctors pro-
nounced her dead upon arrival.

The police transferred the
body to the Osmania General
Hospital for an autopsy. Initially,
Tarun remained silent about the
cause of his wife's death.
However, based on a complaint
filed by Jhansi's father, Nenavath
Rekiya, a case was registered at
Saidabad police station. It was
only during further questioning
by the police that Tarun con-
fessed to the crime.
Consequently, the police arrest-
ed him, and he was subse-
quently remanded to judicial
custody.

A wrong dial relationship drives lovers to suicide

PNS ®m HYDERABAD

A wrong dial led to building an
extramarital relationship
between a Millennial and an
adult. The duo- a graduate and
government teacher commit-
ted suicide thinking that their
relationship will not sustain
due to families. The police
registered cases under Cr No.
632/2023 U/sec 302, 201-IPC
at PS Hayathnagar.

Allavula Rajesh (25), a native
of Mulugu mandal had com-
pleted B-Tech from Sri Indu
College, Ibrahimpatnam in
2021 and came to Hyderabad
for further studies. He was
residing in a hostel room at
Chaitanyapuri. A year ago he
dialed a missed call to Bathula

Sujatha, a government teacher
residing at Siddi Vinayakanagar
Colony of Hayathnagar.

He sent a text message to
that phone number to know
the identity of the caller. When
she replied, both started chat-
ting and it turned into a close
relationship between them.
Since then they spoke over
phone and it led to an extra-
marital affair between them.

On May 24 night, all of a
sudden Sujatha consumed poi-
son. Immediately she was shift-
ed to Srinivasa Hospital,
Hayathnagar and later to
Aware Global Hospital, LB
Nagar for treatment.

As she was not responding
to Rajesh's phone calls, the next
day he went to Sujatha's house

/ take ill due
to a gas leak
at Aurobindo
Pharma

PNS B HYDERABAD

A gas leak at the Aurobindo
Pharma company in Hyderabad
resulted in seven workers falling
unconscious and being rushed
to a private hospital for imme-
diate medical attention.

The incident took place on
Thursday morning, when the
workers reportedly inhaled a
toxic gas, causing them to fall
sick and lose consciousness.
The exact details of the gas leak
and the nature of the toxic gas
involved are yet to be disclosed.

Upon discovering the affect-
ed workers, representatives from
the pharmaceutical company
acted promptly, taking the
unconscious workers to a near-
by private hospital for emer-
gency treatment. The timely
response aimed to provide the
affected individuals with the
necessary medical care to
address the situation. The con-
dition of five workers is said to
be stable, while two workers
remain in critical condition.

PNS B HYDERABAD
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IT corridor police statio
opened at Pocharam

PNS B HYDERABAD

IT corridor police station was
inaugurated by Home Minister
Mahmood Ali at Pocharam
under Rachakonda limits.

At a meeting organised on
this occasion, Home Minister
Mahmood Ali said that the
Telangana Police Department is
excelling in maintaining peace.
It is stated that the crime rate has
reduced due to the CCTV cam-
eras installed across the state in
the three commissionerates of
the city. He said that more
police stations will be set up for
public and necessary support to
the police department will be
provided from the state govern-
ment. Telangana State Minister
Malla Reddy said that nine
new police stations have been
set up in Medchal district and
crimes have been brought under

control. He said that Pocharam
IT Corridor is developing rapid-
ly and due to the efforts of the
police department.

Telangana State Director
General of Police Anjani Kumar
said that the state police is
working tirelessly to keep the
state of Telangana at a high
position in terms of law and
order. He said that after the for-
mation of Telangana state, 70
new police stations have been
established.

Rachakonda Commissi oner
of Police DS Chauhan said
that with the Pocharam IT
corridor police station being
established in Medchal dis-
trict, the crime rate in this area
will decrease.

He said that the Pocharam IT
corridor is developing rapidly
and world class corporate com-
panies are functioning here.

b

SCR gains Rs 500 cr on
passenger trains in May

PNS B HYDERABAD

The South Central Railway
(SCR) on Thursday
announced that it gained Rs
513 crore on passenger trains
during May.

The previous best was Rs
467.82 crore, which was earned
in April 2023. Similarly, the
zone has transported 12.517
million tonnes of originating
freight during May, which is
the highest ever and the pre-
vious best was 12.370 MTs in
March, 2023.

A total of 26.11 million pas-
sengers travelled through SCR
last month, which is a 24%
increase from the same time
last year. Apart from the reg-
ular trains, the zone has oper-
ated 538 trips of special trains
in the month of May to meet
the additional rush during the
summer season. This has
helped in transportation addi-
tionally 4.65 lakh passengers,
while generating Rs 36.52 crore
of revenue.

On the freight segment, the
zone has transported 12.517

TS to have world’s first 3D printed place of worship

City-based infratech firm
Apsuja Infratech, in collabo-
ration with Simpliforge
Creations, an innovative 3D
printing construction firm,
will construct the world's first
3-D printed place of worship
in Telangana.

The latest innovation will
be set up at Burugupally in
Siddipet. The temple will
symbolise the integration of
technology and nature with
sustainability. With the latest
development the two firms
have positioned India as a
leader tin 3-D architecture.

The temple will be a three-
part structure sprawling over
an impressive 3,800 sq.ft,
standing tall at about 30 feet,
is a unique architectural won-
der. The three sanctums, or
garbhas within the structure
represent a 'modak’ dedicat-
ed to Lord Ganesh, a Shivalay,
a square abode devoted to
Lord Shiva, and a lotus-
shaped home for Goddess
Parvati. The structure is 3-D
printed by Simpliforge with

and enquired with her daugh-
ter Shivani of Sujatha's where-
abouts.

The daughter suspected the
behavior of Rajesh and
informed her brother
Jaichandra. He went to the
nearby tea stall and asked

their in-house developed sys-
tem and indigenously devel-
oped material and software.
This landmark achievement
not only showcases the
immense potential of 3D
printed construction but also
demonstrates the architec-
tural freedom and capabilities
of the robotic arm system
developed by the Simpliforge
team, said Hari Krishna
Jeedipalli, the Managing
Director, Apsuja Infratech.

Rajesh why he was moving
near his house and later found
that Rajesh was the person who
was talking with his mother.

The same evening, Rajesh
consumed fertiliser and was
found dead in an open place in
Kuntloor village.

"With the Shivalay and the
modak construction complet-
ed, phase II comprising the
lotus and the tall spires are
already underway," added
Hari.

Simpliforge Creations, a
leading turnkey solutions
provider in 3D printed con-
struction, has hailed this pro-
ject as a testament to the
possibilities within the indus-
try. "This structure demon-
strates the firm's ability to

He sent a text
message to that
phone number to
know the identity of
the caller. When
she replied, both

started chatting
and it turned into a
close relationship
between them

The CCTV footage has
helped the police in the inves-
tigation.

It is clearly established that
both the deceased fell in love.
Due to this illicit relationship
both suffered mentally and
ended their lives.

print 51° and 32° in outward
and inward cantilever, respec-
tively, especially while print-
ing in-situ catering to the
architectural, aesthetic
requirements," said Dhruv
Gandhi, CEO, Simpliforge
Creations. "The enclosed
dome shaped structures elim-
inating the need for flat slab
roofs paving the way for
extra-terrestrial applications
which is Simpliforge's grander
vision.

which is the best-ever freight
loading achieved for any
month in any financial year.
This is nearly 7% more than
the corresponding loading
recorded last year.
Simultaneously, freight rev-
enue has grown by 14% during
this year growing to Rs 1213.36
crore in May, compared to Rs
1065.15 crore in May, 2022.
Coal continued to lead the
growth in the overall freight
loading of the zone by register-
ing 7% growth and contribut-
ing 6.484 MTs of loading.
Other significant commodities
which have contributed
towards overall freight loading

of SCR includes: Cement
(3.106 MTs), food grains
(0.444 MTs), fertilizers (0.740
MTs), iron ore (0.363 MTs)
and containers (0.211 MTs)
among others. The zone has
been giving special thrust
towards strengthening its
freight traffic by implementing
a wide variety of initiatives and
special measures.

The SCR has been moving
in a proactive manner to
attract the new streams of
traffic and also retain the exist-
ing traffic.

Arun Kumar Jain, General
Manager, SCR, congratulated
both the operating and com-
mercial teams over the
achievement.

He expressed satisfaction
for the way in which the zone
is registering the best perfor-
mance month by month. The
General Manager also appre-
ciated the staff of all depart-
ments for maintaining the
excellent coordination which
has led to the improvement
towards the overall perfor-
mance of the zone.

Hyd to celebrate
PNS B HYDERABAD

In an effort to promote active
mobility and recognise the sus-
tainable work of postal employ-
ees, the Happy Hyderabad
Cycling Group and Cycling
Community of Hyderabad is set
to organise a special gathering on
World Bicycle Day.
The event aims to
appreciate and
acknowledge the con-
tribution of postmen
and women who use
bicycles for their daily
deliveries, while also #9
providinga platformto ==
address their road safe-

ty concerns.

The gathering will take place
at the Head Post Office near
Osmania University on June 3
from 6 am to 7:30 am. The
organisers said that Hyderabad
has been making remarkable
strides towards becoming a pio-
neer in active mobility; aiming to
tackle urban problems such as
pollution, traffic congestion and
public health.

The cycling community has

cyclist postmen

been actively involved in inno-
vative initiatives to promote
cycling and active transportation.
Recognising the large number of
postal department employees
who still use bicycles for their
deliveries, the idea to celebrate
them on World Bicycle Day
emerged as a fitting tribute. The
event aims to acknowledge and
appreciate the efforts of
postal employees who
i have chosen the sus-
h":r tainable and environ-
. mentally friendly mode
' of transportation for
their work.

Itis set to provide an
opportunity for the
cyclist postmen and women to
voice their concerns about road
safety while carrying out their
deliveries in Hyderabad.

The organisers anticipate that
this event will set an example at
the national and international
levels, showcasing the
Hyderabad Head Post Office as
a prime example of an environ-
mentally friendly workplace with
postal workers in uniform util-
ising bicycles.

11,985 women recelve
meals in |CDS centres

PNS B HYDERABAD

An RTT revealed that in total
budget of Rs 73,60,968 for
women helpline Central
scheme, Rs 36,26,000 has been
the expenditure in Hyderabad.
In  Integrated  Child
Development Services, preg-
nant and lactating women who
received meals are 11,985.
City-Based Kareem Ansari
questioned about the schemes
implemented in Hyderabad
district under Central depart-
ment for women and child
with name of the person con-
cerned, and the response said

that under the budget alloca-
tion of Women Helpline (181),
Rs 73,60,968 was released and
the expenditure was Rs
36,26,000. This helpline caters
to women across India in
times of emergency and to
acquire information on
women-related schemes, pro-
grammes and policies. This
acts as an intervention to give
women more access to formal
support.

According to the data under
Integrated Child Development
Services, pregnant and lactat-
ing women receiving meals are
11,985.

In seven months to three
years, 55,122 women are
receiving the meals. In three to
six years, a total of 12,870
women are eating one full
meal.

In Hyderabad, the project's
locations are ICDS in
Charminar, Golconda,
Khairatabad, Nampally and
Secunderabad. Apart from
these, Supplementary
Nutrition Programme, Pre
School Education, Beti Bachao
Beti Padao and One Stop
Centre Sakhi and District Hub
for Women Empowerment are
catering to women in need.
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0% of Warangal Health City
work done, says Harish Rao

PNS B WARANGAL

Minister for Health T Harish
Rao conducted a thorough
inspection of the ongoing con-
struction works at Warangal
Health City.

During a media conference
held thereafter, he emphasised
the need to expedite the
progress and issued directives
to the officials in this regard.
The project, which involves the
contribution of thousands of
workers, aims to establish a
state-of-the-art healthcare facil-
ity with a total capacity of 2100
beds, including 800 super-spe-
ciality beds.

Currently, 14 lakh square
feet of construction has been
completed, accounting for
approximately 60 per cent of
the entire project. The
Warangal Health City is set to
offer a wide range of spe-
cialised medical services,
boasting 36 different speciali-
ties. The objective is to provide
residents of Warangal with

access to advanced healthcare
services without the need to
travel to Hyderabad or other
major cities.

To facilitate efficient emer-
gency services, dedicated six-
line roads around the hospital
and entrances will be designat-
ed for ambulance access, ensur-
ing smooth access to trauma
care facilities. Moreover, the
hospital premises will be
equipped to accommodate up
to 250 people with all necessary
amenities, allowing relatives
to stay during kidney and liver
transplant treatments. The con-
struction of Dharma Shala, a
facility to provide accommoda-
tion for relatives, will also be
established.

The infrastructure of the
hospital will include a genera-
tor capacity of 6,000 kilowatts
to provide a reliable power sup-
ply of 480 kilowatts.
Additionally, a Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) with a
capacity of 1,200 kg litres and
a water treatment plant with a

capacity of 800 kg litres will be
installed to ensure proper waste
management and clean water
supply. The hospital will also
feature special rooms for 400
resident doctors and a confer-
ence hall capable of accommo-
dating up to 450 people for
meetings and conferences.
Minister Harish Rao
expressed pride in the estab-
lishment of a super speciality
hospital alongside the Health

The infrastructure of the
hospital will include a
generator capacity of
6,000 kilowatts to provide
a reliable power supply of
480 kilowatts. Additionally,
a Sewage Treatment Plant

(STP) with a capacity of
1,200 kg litres and a water
treatment plant with a
capacity of 800 kg litres
will be installed to ensure
proper waste management
and clean water supply

University in Warangal. He
further highlighted the govern-
ment's commitment to improv-
ing healthcare services in
remote areas and providing
local medical colleges for each
district. The Chief Minister's
vision is to offer the best med-
ical services to people across
the state, thereby allowing chil-
dren from these areas to pur-
sue their education locally.
The government's efforts

have resulted in a substantial
increase in the number of
MBBS seats, with admissions
now available for 8340 seats
compared to the 2,958 seats
available at the time of state for-
mation. This growth aims to
eliminate the necessity of pur-
suing medical education
abroad and instead offers stu-
dents the opportunity to study
within the state. Government
hospitals have witnessed a sig-
nificant rise in deliveries,
accounting for up to 70 per
cent, owing to initiatives such
as the KCR Kit, Arogya
Lakshmi, and Kcr Nutrition
Kit, along with the appoint-
ment of doctors. These efforts
have bolstered people's trust in
government healthcare facili-
ties.

In recognition of the state's
commendable achievement of
100 per cent institutional deliv-
eries (both government and
private), the Central govern-
ment acknowledged and appre-
ciated the efforts of Telangana.
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Kaleshwaram Package 21
works completed: Minister

Vemula Prashant Reddy said the project will irrigate
80,000 acres in the Balkonda constituency

=R

PNS B NIZAMABAD

Minister for Roads and
Buildings Vemula Prashant
Reddy on Thursday said that
construction of Sarangapur
and Metrajpalli pump houses
as part of the Kaleswaram
project’s package-21, has been
completed and it is poised to
provide irrigation facility to
over 80,000 acres in
Bheemgal, Velpur,
Kammarpalli mandals and a
part of Mortad mandal in
Balkonda Assembly con-
stituency.

The Minister inspected the
pipeline outlet on Kappala
Vaagu in Bada Bhimgal and
the outlet developed on Pedda
Vagu at Chintaluru and issued
several instructions to irriga-
tion authorities. The project
was completed at a cost of Rs
1,150 crore. A total of 80,000
acres in the Balkonda con-
stituency would be provided
with irrigation facilities.

Minister for Roads and Buildings V Prashant Reddy inspecting Sarangapur and
Metrajpalli pump house works in Nizamabad district on Thursday

Hitherto, the lands did not
have any irrigation facility at
all. The Minister said that the
balance of the works in the
project would be completed
soon.

On account of heavy rains
experienced during the past
four agricultural seasons, it
was not possible to develop
pipelines in fields.
Development of pipeline
points at the rate of for every

four acres in Chengal,
Pachalanadukuda and Bada
Bheemgal has been competed,
he said appealing to farmers
in other villages.

He thanked Chief Minister
K Chandrashekar Rao on
behalf of the farmers of the
region.

Irrigation Department offi-
cials and local people’s repre-
sentatives accompanied the
Minister.

Rice Millers urged
to unload paddy
at the rice mills

PNS B SANGAREDDY

District Collector A Sharat has
directed the rice millers to
unload the paddy according to
the target fixed for them with-
out fail.

He held a meeting with offi-
cials of government depart-
ments concerned, representa-
tives of the Rice Millers’
Association and transport con-
tractors to review the progress
of transportation of paddy to the
rice mills and unloading of the
paddy and other relevant issues.

Addressing the participants,
the Collector insisted that the
rice millers should immediate-
ly unload the paddy allotted to
them and directed the District
Supplies Officer to take action
against those who failed to
unload the paddy bags.

Jagadish accuses Cong, BJP of hypocrlsy

PNS B SURYAPETA

Minister for Energy G Jagadish
Reddy on Thursday accused
the Congress and the BJP of
hypocrisy and questioned the
two parties' intention in hold-
ing parallel decennial celebra-
tions.

Speaking to the media here,
the Minister said that the
Congress and the BJP decid-
ed to organise the celebrations
for political gains. “They are
not at all interested in serving
people and they were only
craving power, he pointed
out. The leaders of these two
parties did not come forward
to quit their posts at the height
of the Telangana movement
for statehood. As such, the
Congress and BJP cannot
claim to have the moral right
to hold Telangana State decen-

Minister for Energy G Jagadish Reddy speaking to the media in Suryapet on Thursday

nial celebrations, he observed.

Jagadish Reddy recalled that
the BJP-led Central govern-
ment had merged seven man-
dal, including a 500 MW ther-
mal power plant with Andhra
Pradesh. Neither the Congress
nor the BJP raised their voice
to condemn the Centre.

The Telangana State made
unprecedented progress dur-

ing the last nine years. The
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) government which
steered the State towards
development decided to hold
celebrations on a grand scale.
The State has been making
rapid strides towards devel-
opment under the leadership
of Chief Minister K
Chandrshekar Rao.

Special

PNS B JAYASHANKAR
BHUPALAPALLY

Manthani MLA Duddilla
Sridhar Babu, Peddapalli
Zilla Parishad Chairman
Putta Madhukar participat-
ed in the religious pro-
grammes held in Garepalli
village of Kataram mandal of
the district on Thursday.
They took part in the
installation ceremony of

Bhaktanjaneya Swamy,
Panchayatana Nagendra
Swamy, Nava grahas,

padukas of Lord Dattatreya
that was held on a grand
scale and with religious fer-
vour.

Earlier, the temple’s vedic
scholars, led by Madugula
Nagaraju Sarma, extended
traditional welcome to the
Sridharbabu, MLA of
Manthani, and Putta Madhu.

puja
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Congress MLA D Sridhar Babu and Peddaplli ZP chief Putta Madhukar at the
installation ceremony of Bhaktanjaneya Swamy at Garepalli village in Jayashankar
Bhupalpally district on Thursday

They performed special puja
in the temple.

The temple was given a
facelift raising donations
from philanthropic pubic.
Vedic scholars have con-
ducted various rituals and
performed special pujas.

Several devotees of Lord
Hanuman who are observing
Deeksha took part in the cel-
ebrations. People from
Kataram, Garepalli villages
and those from various vil-
lages in Kataram mandal
took part in the event.

anuman temple

Several devotees of Lord
Hanuman who are
observing Deeksha took
part in the celebrations.
People from Kataram,

Garepalli villages and
those from various villages
in Kataram mandal took
part in the event

Vedic scholars Muddu
Dheeraj Sarma, Panatula
Megharaju Sarma, Duddilla
Srinivasa Sarma and others
conducted the rituals.
Kataram PACS chairman
Challa Narayana Reddy, BRS
functionaries Jakku Rakesh,
Manthani BJP leader
Chandupatla Sunil Reddy
and others were present on
the occasion.

Man arrested for possessing
pistol without licence

PNS B JAGTIAL

Jagtial Police arrested a person,
who hailed from Illapur village
on charge of possessing a pis-
tol and ammunition without a
license. The arrested person is
identified as S Laxminarasiah.

District Superintendent of
Police Aggadi Bhaskar told
the media that Laxminaraya
was nabbed during the routine
vehicle checking operation on
the outskirts of the village on
Wednesday. He tried to give a
slip to the police as he was run-
ning away. The police chased
him and caught him.

When searched, he was
found possessing a USA-made
pistol, two magazines and
three bullets of 7.65 calibres.
The Superintendent of Police

Jagtial SP speakmg to the media in Jagtial on Thursday

said that he had confessed to
having purchased the pistol in
Mumbeai. He intended to extort
money from people at the
point of the pistol.
Laxminarasaiah was a fruit
vendor. He suffered a loss to
the tune of Rs 50 lakh in the

business. He planned to make
easy money by threatening
people and extorting money.
He purchased the pistol with
the help of Raju Bhai who
allegedly had links with some
elements in Mumbai, Bhaskar
said.

Rowdy-sheeter murdered
In broad daylight

PNS B NIZAMABAD

An alleged rowdy-sheeter was
murdered Yedapalle in the
district in broad daylight on
Thursday.

The deceased was
identified as Arif
Don. His oppo-
nents waylaid A
him when he
was on his way
back home after |
attending the
court in connec-
tion with a case. "

His opponents
waylaid him while he
was riding a motorcycle and
attacked with deadly weapons.
Arif Don died on the sport, the
police said, adding that his fol-
lower, Khadir, who was riding
pillion, suffered grievous

injuries. He was ferried to
Bodhan Hospital. Arif Don’s
body was shifted to
Government Hospital for
post-mortem.

Arif Don, who hailed from
Nizamabad, was an
accused in two mur-
der cases and also
in theft cases. He

was arrested in
connection with
the murder of
Jungal Ibbu alias
Ibrahim on
January 2. He was
/ released on bail three

months ago.

The police threatened to
invoke Preventive Detention
Act against Arif Don. The
police formed special teams to
arrest the accused in the mur-
der of Arif Don.

Surge in
demand for
roaming packs

PNS B HYDERABAD

Bharti Airtel on Thursday
announced that Telangana
has registered high demand
for international roaming
packages.

In order to meet the
demand, the communica-
tion firm has set up a kiosk
at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport. It
has set the initial cost of
international roaming
packages at Rs 133 per day,
the move makes Airtel
SIMs cheaper than those of
international communica-
tion firms.

This has resulted in a sig-
nificant jump for the com-
pany in pack subscriptions
in both prepaid and post-
paid segments.

PNS B HYDERABAD

Members of the All India
Brahmin Samakhya visit-

ed the Yadadri Sri
Lakshmi Narasimha
Swamy temple on
Thursday.

The visitors were received
by the temple's Deputy
Executive Officer, Bhaskar,
along with other officials.
During their visit, a special
puja was conducted by
the priests at the temple,
and the members actively
participated in the Swarna
Pushparchana ceremony.

The All India Brahmin
Samakhya members
arrived in the city for a
two-day visit, which
included the inauguration

Brahmin Samakhya
visits Yadadri temp

of the newly constructed
Brahmin Parishad build-
ing at Gopanpally on
Wednesday.

Dr Pradeep Jyoti,
President of All India
Brahmin Samakhya from
Kerala, expressed grati-
tude to the Chief Minister
for the construction of a
magnificent building
exclusively for the
Brahmin community.

He praised the Brahmin
Parishad's digital library,
highlighting it as a centre
of excellence.

He also acknowledged
the remarkable transfor-
mation of the Yadadri Sri
Lakshmi Narasimha
Swamy temple since his
last visit a few years ago.

Five die in accidents in
Khammam dlstrlct

Two lorries which were involved in a head-on collision at VM Bazaar in
Khammam district in the early hours of Thursday

PNS B KHAMMAM

Five persons died in a gory
accident in separate acci-
dents in the district on
Thursday.

In the first accident at VM
Bazaar, the drivers of the two
lorries involved in a head-on
collision at VM Bazaar died.
The two drivers were trapped
in mangled drivers cabins.
The Revenue and Police per-
sonnel struggled for two hours
extricated them and rushed
them to hospital where both of
them died while undergoing
treatment. The accident hap-
pened in the early hours of
Thursday

In another accident, three
persons of a family died when
the car in which they were
travelling was sandwiched

between two lorries at
Konijerla. The car in which the
family members were travel-
ling rammed into a lorry from
behind. A speeding lorry
rammed into the car from
behind. It led to the car being
crushed between the two lor-
ries, the police said.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Parupalli Rajesh (36),
his wife Sujatha (34) and their
Ashwith (13). Rajesh’s other
son Divijith, who suffered
grievous injuries, was admit-
ted to hospital.

The accident happened
when Rajesh, who hailed from
Vippalamadaka village in
Khammam district, was on his
way to the village from
Hyderabad. Rajesh worked in
a pharmaceutical company in
Hyderabad.

Mynampalli Trust chief Rohit
providing financial assistance for a
girl's marriage in Medak on Thursday

Mynampalli Trust to
support marriage of

orphan woman
PNS B MEDAK

Mynampalli Trust Chairman
Mynampalli Rohit on
Wednesday assured support
to an orphan woman and per-
form her marriage like a
brother.

It may be recalled that
Mynampalli Charitable Trust
has been taking part in sev-
eral social service activities
and won the appreciation of
the people.

Bollu Kalpana and her fam-
ily of Gandhi Nagar in Medak
used to sell tea to make the
both ends meet. Last year, her
father died. Recently, an
alliance has been fixed for
Kalpana. Meanwhile, her
mother passed away render-
ing her orphan.

Rohit presented Rs 5,000 to
her as an immediate assis-
tance and assured her for her
marriage expenses.

Medical
in TS 1o

PNS B HYDERABAD

Industries and Commerce
Principal Secretary Jayesh
Ranjan on Thursday said that
the Pharmaceutical,
Biotechnology and Medical
devices industry in Telangana
will soon reach $250

billion in the next 10 years.

Speaking at the 9th edition
of PharmalLytica, a pharma-
ceutical exhibition, Jayesh
Ranjan said, “The pharma-
ceutical, biotechnology, and
medical devices industry in
Telangana has experienced
remarkable growth, surpass-
ing initial expectations.

Initially projected to reach
$100 billion in 10 years, the
industry has already reached
a substantial size of $80 bil-
lion, prompting a revision of
the target to $250 billion.

This buoyancy reflects the
industry&#39;s potential and
highlights the need for the
sector to showcase advanced
and sophisticated technolo-
gies,

moving beyond bulk man-
ufacturing”

devices

ndustry

reach $250 bn’

He added, “The pharma-
ceutical industry plays a piv-
otal role as part of the govern-
ment&#39;s Atma Nirbhar
strategy, necessitating intro-
spection and revaluation to
propel further growth.

Additionally, the increasing
importance of
Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) standards,
driven primarily by European
buyers, is shaping the future
trajectory of the pharmaceu-
tical sector”

Organised by Informa
Markets in India, the three-
day event is taking place at
HITEX,

Hyderabad, hosting over
150 exhibitors. Allied to
South Asia’s largest Pharma
event, the CPhI &amp; P-
MEC India show,
PharmalLytica is expected to
witness over 6,000 domestic
and international visitors
from 16 countries and 21
Indian states, and approxi-
mately 250 delegates over the
duration of the expo.

This event serves as a tes-
tament to India&#39;s vision

of becoming the pharma city
of the world, providing a
platform that contributes sig-
nificantly to achieving this
ambitious objective. The
future of pharma will leverage
Robotics and Digitalisation to
a significantly high degree.
These

include the use of automat-
ed systems, data analytics,
and cloud-based architecture,
which attendees can witness
at PharmalLytica 2023.

R.K. Agrawal, National
President, BDMAI said, “The
pharmaceutical industry is
moving towards transparen-
cy and visibility. The Indian
drug industry can provide
antiviral drugs at 1/10th of
price to countries like Africa.
Bulk Drugs constitute 25%
($15 Billion) of the Indian
Pharma industry.

Also, once the new
Pharma City comes up in
Telangana, investments of
more than Rs 15,000 to Rs
20,000 crore are easily possi-
ble by the local API manufac-
turers, which will further
attract more FDI”

Postal officials to told

disburse NREGS
workers wages promptly

PNS B JAYASHANKAR
BHUPALAPALLY

District Collector Bhavesh
Mishra on Thursday directed
the Postal Department officials
to take steps to pay wages to
the MNREGS workers and
Asaara pensions in time from
post offices in the district.

At a review meeting held
here, he asked the postal
authorities to gather infor-
mation of MNREGS workers
completely and take the initia-
tive to disburse salaries to the

workers the moment wages are
credited into their postal
accounts.

He enquired from the
authorities about the problems
being faced by Asaara pen-
sioners due to the bio-metric
machines sometimes failing
due to technical issues.

He asked the officials to take
steps to disburse the pending
wages of the NREGS workers
and Asara pensions within a
week. DRDO Pusushottam,
postal officials and others took
part in the programme.

Bhupalapally Collector Bhvesh Mishra at a review meeting in -
Bupalapally on Thursday
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tollywood

: We cannot
underestimate the positive impact
inside showbiz anymore

SHIKHA DUGGAL =, = : g film getting banned in those
i A i . states where I had actually done

controversial yet box-office success The Kerala |

Story, was very integral to the plot of the film, |
and managed to pull off the character and the dif- |
ferent shades with ease. That's just one of the pre-emi-
nent actresses from Telugu industry, and Siddhi’s
upcoming release Kathar Basha Endra
Muthuramalingam is on its way — is so ready to deal
with the themes of politics and power, once again.

It wasn't necessary for her to be bold in this indus-
try, instead the actress brought in her own pinch of
fearless ideas and moved ahead in this showbiz with-
out crippling on any dogmas.

In an exclusive interview with us, right from the 3
shooting sets of her next Tamil movie, Jamba Lakidi g —4
Pamba fame speaks, “We are starting this interview
with a bang — so when my last movie was banned
in a few states, I was really upset. I was very casual
about the reasons behind the ban. Now that the courts
have given the permission for screening everywhere,
wanted a few people from a section of society want
to understand the real inception of this movie and |
that we are not coming with any political agenda. It |
did create an uproar! But, it was upsetting. I was help-
less”

As we further speak to the actress, we get to under-
stand that she is also one of those who is more inter-
ested in the longevity of her films than the grosses. [
She describes, “My mother is a very popular televi- =
sion actor, predominantly in Gujarati serials. So the
set life was always very parallel to mine! From there,
my fascination began to grow. Now I wanted to see
what a movie set looks like. Now when I look back,
because my parents had a love marriage and my moth-
er is a proper Gujarati while my father is a proper
Sindhi: I never had cultural issues. So for me to work :
in multiple industries in multiple regional E

languages was a swift ride. I think this was . . . .
destined to be, I am inherited. Now, when ACtI'CSS Slddhl Idnanl, WhO had I ecently glven ad
remarkable performance in The Kerala Story,

we look at cinema, the shares of women pro-
speaks to The Pioneer about working in

Siddhi Idnani’s character Gitanjali in the recent a2

- film. They just got affected by

=

"—l?:-i.-_.‘v

don’t]

on the sets you'll see me working on!
And frankly speaking, whenever I

am doing a single hero-
ine film my pressure
doubles because of the
male actors that T am
working  with
because most of
them are my
seniors. For me,

tagonists are also fluctuating. So these were
never my concerns at least from the time
I debuted in the industry because I already
started to see the changes inside. I know it

atemiehwme  multiple industries, her upcoming Tamil film  FeNe
ANV Basha Endra Muthuramalingam, and more. i

impact inside the entertainment fraterni-

ty anymore. It's happening” Commenting on the sudden global recognition of southern

| movies for them. I was receiving
phone calls and text messages
from the people who I know from
those states asking me why have I
done this without even watching the

word ban! On the contrary, I had those

Vimanampromises an
emotional roller coaster ride

imanam, the film that high-

s / lights the bond and the love of

a father-son, impressed the
audience with its trailer.

The trailer reveals that, in addition
to the father-son story, and focuses on
enchantress Sumathi and Cobbler
Koti. The trailer of Vimanam showcas-
es a slum area beside an airport
where the lives of many with full of
dreams intertwined together. While
the son who watches the aeroplanes
flying over his head all day long
is yearning to onboard a flight,

the disabled father working hard
doing all kind of odd jobs to ful-
fill the dream of his son. This
displays a strong emotion

the

the other hand the story of Sumathi
played by Anasuya Bharadwaj and
Rahul Ramakrishna played as Cobbler
Koti has another emotion that will tug
our heart strings.Vimanam is a film
that depicts many heartfelt feelings in
the lives of various people.

Vimanam promises an emotional
rollercoaster ride. Directed by Siva
Prasad Yanala, it was co-produced by
Zee Studios and Kiran Korrapati. On
Thursday, actress Anupama
Parameswaran unveiled the film’s
trailer and wished the team all the
luck.

Vimanam stars Samuthirakani as
Veerayya, a disabled father, and
Master Dhruvan as his son. Anasuya

kinds of people too who actually trav-
elled to another state just to watch my
film. And to tell you the truth, my
Muslim friends were thankful that we
were able to pull a movie like this that
was showcasing how their community
. was being used for misdeeds. They
understood the context very well!
Jihadists are turning islamists into terror-
ists and no muslim wants that. Who told
their religion allows terrorism? No, they

She deserves to be at the heart of story-
telling! “I can proudly say that I am a
Gautam Vasudev Menon heroine too.
Because when you look at the history of
heroines he has worked with, be it Trisha
Krishnan or Sameera Reddy — I wanted
to be a part of this gang. So in my career
I have done both kinds of films, one where
I am the leading lady and two of them
with an ensemble cast. But when you are
doing a leading role, your character
becomes even more meatier! That will
make a lot of difference in my career.
No matter how many actors I am
working with, I'm still very secure in
my place. There will be no cat-fights

between father - son duo. On

Bharadwaj plays Sumathi.

F L

She is a person who never believes in planning life ever—neither her act of becoming
an actress was pre decided! She clarifies that if she had to preplan anything in this indus-
try, while making a Hindi debut, she would have chosen a romantic film over a contro-
versial one. But she decided to go for The Kerala Story first! Over and above that, “T had
never noticed before and how the review headlines are being published. But now that I
am being made to learn about it, I probably could have given the other three actresses
equal space in the headlines. Having said that, Adah Sharma has been around in the indus-
try for the longest time. Her filmography is much more than what the other three actress-
es have done, that of course includes me. And technically speaking, the longevity of her
character is from beginning to the end. So maybe she deserve that space in the headlines!
Could be a creative call also, right? My name not being there in the review headings does-
n't bother me so much?”

So she wants originality, she wants creativity, and she wants a pacing plot for her to
lead the film. As soon as the film was released, the immediate near and dear ones
approached her, bothered about whether she was affected by what she did on-screen
or not because she was able to convince them so very well. Into the bargain, “I was only
receiving hateful comments online. A very harsh comment was posted online by
one of the users saying that I did this movie just for the sake of money! I

First
single from Bhola Shankar

will be out on June 4

he makers of Chiranjeevi’s
I upcoming family entertainer,
Bhola Shankar had recently
announced that the film will have its
world theatrical release on August 11
as an Independence Day special treat
for fans. And now comes in an excit-
ing update on the film’s first single.

Bhola Shankar’s first single’s lyrical
video will be released on June 4. A
small song promo will be out on
June 2nd to announce the same.
The announce-
ment poster
features Chiru
in an ultra cool \\ .
avatar. Dressed ks
in a green shirt
adorned with stars,
Chiru also sports
shades and he is
seen rotating a chain
with a Trishool shape.

Veteran music com-
poser Mani Sharma’s
son Mahathi Swara Sagar
has composed the sound-
track for Bholaa Shankar.
Needless to say, the hype
and excitement on the film’s
audio album are quite high
among fans. The film’s entire
shoot will be wrapped up by June
end, and the post-production
works are underway in full swing
simultaneously.

Bhola Shankar has Tamannaah
playing Chiru’s love interest, while
Keerthy Suresh will be seen as the
Megastar’s sister.

Hero Sushanth plays a key role in
the movie. Being directed by Meher
Ramesh, the film is produced by
Anil Sunkara on a grand scale with
a lavish budget.

films, she speaks heartily, “If I specifically speak of Tamil films,
while shooting I have been to most of the interior areas of
Tamil Nadu, and it's a fact that they are very culturally root-
ed and that is visible in their films. My generation would-
n'tknow their traditions at all, so films like these help!
And stressing about the fact that culture is
extremely different from religion!Our main
upcoming film with Aarya is a pakka village
film. We were shooting in a village only.
No matter how modernise we become,
we are traditionally rooted in our
subconscious, and thats why
films like Baahubali, RRR
or Kantara do maxi-
mum business!"

Rana Daggubati to
produce Dulquer Salmaan
Telugu-Tamil bilingual

that will also star Malayalam
superstar Dulquer Salmaan.

According to reports, Rana
has approached Dulquer with a
two hero script and the latter has
shown full interest in the pro-
ject.The word in the film circles
is that Dulquer liked his role so
much that he gave a green sig-
nal right away. As Rana is pro-
ducing the project, Dulquer is
even more happy to come on
board says one of unit meme-
bers. The director who will helm
this film has been kept a secret
as of now.

ana Daggubati is not only
Ra popular actor but also

owns a production house
Spirit Media Banner where he
backs small films. He has now
presented a new film titled
Pareshan that will hit the screens
today in Telugu.

Rana is busy promoting the
film on an aggressive note and
on the same day, his brother,
Abhiram Daggubati’s Ahimsa is
all set for a release.Well, Rana
has made headlines once again
as news has come out that he is
all set to act and produce a film

-—

and character.

is the executive producer.

romising young
PSreenivas Bellamkonda, who

created a niche for himself by
enthralling audiences with his mass
. and action entertainers, will be
joining forces with director Saagar
Chandra who previously directed
Power Star Pawan Kalyan in the
blockbuster Bheemla Nayak.
action entertainer with a unique
subject and the director will be pre-
senting Bellamkonda in a new look

#BSS10 will be mounted on a
high budget with rich production
values under the popular produc-
4 tion house 14 Reels Plus.

i Achanta and Gopi Achanta will be
producing the movie. Harish Katta

#BSS10 was launched on
Thursday with a simple Pooja at

Sreenivas Bellamkonda’s BSS10
shoot to commence this month

hero office with special guests gracing the
occasion. Director Harish Shankar
sounded the clapboard for the
muhurtham shot, while he also
handed over the script to the mak-
ers, along with director Parasuram.
The camera was switched on by
Director Parasuram. The event was
also attended by Anil Ravipudi.

The movie will feature some
popular actors playing crucial roles,
while well-known technicians will
handle different departments. The
sensational composer Bheems
Ceciroleo will score the music,
while Jimshi Khalid will crank the
camera. Kotagiri Venkateswara Rao
will edit the movie and Mallikarjun
Chenchi is the art director.

The regular shoot of the movie
will commence from June 2nd
week.

It’s an

Ram

Nani-Mruna

wraps up its Mu
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tural Star Nani’s landmark 30th movie

Nlnder the direction of debutant

Shouryuv is being made at a fast pace.

After the lengthy schedule in Goa, the mak-

ers have now completed the Mumbai sched-

ule as well. They are all geared up for the next
schedule of the movie in Coonoor.

A small video released by the makers
shows a sea walk of Nani with his face covered
with a hoodie. Then, we get to see a scenic loca-
tion in Coonoor.

Mrunal Thakur of Sita Ramam fame is the
leading lady in the movie. Mohan Cherukuri
(CVM) and Dr Vijender Reddy Teegala are pro-
ducing the movie being made on a massive

starrer Nani 30

bai schedul

ﬁ-;;:"? |

scale under the banner of Vyra Entertainments,
while Koti Paruchuri is the COO.

The movie will have some young and tal-
ented technicians taking care of different
crafts. Sanu John Varughese ISC will be
cranking the camera, while popular
Malayalam composer Hesham Abdul
Wahab of Hridayam fame scores the
music. Praveen Anthony is the editor and
Avinash Kolla is the production designer,
and Satish EVV is the executive produc-
er.
The movie tipped to be a wholesome
entertainer with a unique storyline will hit
the screens on December 21st, this year.
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T20s to the longest for-

mat of the game is diffi-
cult but practising with the red
ball through the IPL will help
in the tough transition at the
World Test Championship
final against Australia, feels
India all-rounder Axar Patel.

Most members of the
Indian team head to the mar-
quee event after playing T20
cricket in the IPL for over two
months.

Additionally, while the
SG balls are used to play the
red-ball format in India, the
Dukes ball will be used for the
WTC final.

However, India are well
prepared for the twin chal-

Switching from playing

lenges. To familiarise them-
selves with the Dukes ball,
which is used in English con-
ditions, the ‘Men in Blue’ have
been working with it.

“We knew about this
before the start of the IPL. So
even during the IPL, it was dis-
cussed that we will bowl with
the red ball,” Axar told ICC.

“We had red balls, so we
were using them. You know
when and how to play, how
much time you have. This
mental switch from white ball
to red ball is obviously tough,
but we have enough time,
Axar added.

The left-arm spinner,
however, said that the focus is
on hitting the right spot irre-
spective of the ball used.

“We switch from white

WE ARE USED TO
DUKES BALL: AXAR

ball to red ball. It is a similar
switch to go from SG to
Dukes, you have to use your
talent and skill. You have to
execute your plan, your bowl-
ing rhythm. Irrespective of the
ball, if you bowl a good ball at
a good spot, it works.

“So, that’s what we’re
doing. Since the match is in
England, which is different
from India, we are planning
what lines and lengths will
work here. The same thing in
practice, we are good to go”

The first batch of Indian
players, including the likes of
Virat Kohli and Axar, land-
ed in London early last week
and have been preparing for
the final, scheduled to be
held at The Oval from June
7 to 11.
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Oz need to be wary of || & -?‘
PUjar a, KOhli: Ponting Australiaheaiﬁntothe\l\lTC

final against India wary of
their dismal Oval record

PTI W MELBOURNE

PTI B LONDON

Australia will have to guard
against the “thorn in their
side” Cheteshwar Pujara and a
“back at his best” Virat Kohli if
they are to counter India in the
World Test Championship final
at The Oval next week, feels leg-
endary cricketer Ricky Ponting.

India’s Test batting mainstay
Pujara could provide valuable
insights to his teammates, hav-
ing played extensively at Sussex
in the English County Cham-
pionship, while Kohli is at his
absolute best having cracked
two centuries and six half-tons
for Royal Challengers Bangalore
in the recently-concluded
Indian Premier League. “The
Australian team will be talking
about Virat, no doubt about it,
and they’ll be talking about
Pujara. They’re the two,”
Ponting said on ‘The ICC

A; Australia begin preparations
or the World Test
Championship final against India,
the men from Down Under
would be eager to put their past
struggles at The Oval behind
them.

In over 140 years of Test crick-
etin England, Australia have had
one of the worst records at The
Opval, which will host the final
from June 7 to 11 between the top
two Test sides.

Australia, who played at The
Oval in 1880 in what was the first-
ever Test in England, have man-
aged a mere seven wins from 38
Tests at the famous South London
venue, putting their success rate
at the venue at 18.42 per cent, their
poorest across England.

Review’.

Pujara is known to relish
the challenges thrown at him by
Australian bowlers, having
scored more Test runs and cen-
turies against them than any
other side, and his contribution
would be crucial to India’s
chances of lifting the WTC

trophy in their second attempt.

“Pujara has been a thorn in
their side a lot in the past, and
in Australia, and this wicket will
potentially be a lot more like an
Australian pitch. They know
that they’ll have to get him
early,” opined the former
Australian captain.

—

Key for both teams
will be to dismiss
Smith and Konhli
early: Finch

PTI ® LONDON

Former captain Aaron Finch
believes that he will put his
money on Steve Smith even
though Australia will also need
to get rid of star India batter
Virat Kohli as early as possible
in what promises to be an entic-
ing World Test Championship
final, starting June 7 at the Oval
here.

“Both (Kohli and Smith)
will be batting at number four,
so the key is to try and get them
as early as possible. Early wick-
ets to expose them to the brand
new ball will be absolutely key.
I will always side with Steve
Smith, I think his record is out-
standing, but it will be a very
good contest,” Finch told Star
Sports.

India vs Australia rivalry
brings out the best in both
teams, he said.

“I think the rivalry is held in
such high regard in both coun-
tries, that I think it brings out the
best in both teams,” he added.

“Obviously, India has had
the better of Australia in the last
three series I think, so both
teams will rise to the occasion no
matter where it’s played, at home
or away or this time at neutral
territory. It's just a must watch
thing”
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PTI m AUCKLAND

Former New Zealand spin-
ner John Bracewell
believes charismatic batter
Devon Conway has caught
the “Kane Williamson bug”
to keep learning from past
mistakes and making rapid
improvements in his bat-
ting technique.

Conway, a late entrant
into the New Zealand setup
at 29, took the cricketing
world by storm by smashing
a double hundred on Test
debut against England in
2021 to become only the sev-
enth batter to do so in the
longest format.

Conway, now 31, also
played a vital role for
Chennai Super Kings in only
his second IPL season, scor-
ing six half-centuries and
aggregating 672 runs with a
highest of an unbeaten 92
and an average touching 52.

His opening partner-
ships with Ruturaj Gaikwad
formed the cornerstone of
CSK’s record-equalling fifth
title. The all-format New
Zealand cricketer was third
on the IPUs Orange Cap list
behind Shubman Gill and
RCB’s South African skipper
Faf du Plessis.

“I think he’s been an
absolute magician in terms of
his adaptability to all three
formats, his skillset and his
(growth),” Bracewell, who
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‘Conway has caught

Williamson bug to
keep learning’

played 41 Tests garnering 102
wickets and 1000-plus runs,
told Sen Radio.

“I like the way he’s
becoming a better cricketer
all the time, so he’s obvious-
ly caught the Kane
Williamson bug of being a
learner, not a guy that actu-
ally just sits there and relies
on being talented,” said the
65-year-old. Conway has so
far amassed 1212 Test, 508
ODI and 632 T20I runs,
and Bracewell believes the
cricketer can rival the best in
the business.

“His game is just contin-
uing to progress and that’s
something that Kane
Williamson had introduced
into the New Zealand side
along with (former wicket-
keeper) B] Watling.

“That’s something that
Devon Conway’s picked up
and moved forward with
him taking it to another
dimension.”

Bracewell believes
Conway will play a huge
role during the ODI World
Cup, scheduled to be held in
India in October-November
this year, given that
Williamson would unlikely
have recovered completely
from an ACL injury he suf-
fered in the IPL.

“He’s one of a series of
components, but he’s certain-
ly an important one,” said
Bracewell.

Ronaldo absent with injury
as Saudi soccer season ends

AP M RIYADH

Cristiano Ronaldoss first season in Saudi
Arabia came to an end, although the star
forward was absent as Al-Nassr beat Al-Fateh
3-0 to finish in second place in the league.
Ronaldo, who signed for the Riyadh club
in December before scoring 14 goals in 16
league games, picked up a muscle injury four
days previously and was rested ahead of
Portugal’s European Championship quali-
fiers against Bosnia-Herzegovina and Iceland

in June.

In the 38-year-old Ronaldos absence on
Wednesday, Anderson Talisca took center stage

to score twice. He also assisted Mohammed
Marwan for a third. Al-Ittihad, which had al-
ready secured the league championship in the
penultimate round, celebrated a first title since
2009 with a 2-0 win against Al-Tai.
Abderazzak Hamdallah of Morocco
opened the scoring with a second-half penal-
ty that also secured the golden boot with his
21st goal of the season. Former Leeds United
and Wolverhampton winger Helder Costa

added the second in injury time.

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPERS LTD

Highway to Growth
Fact sheet on Bid awarded to IRB for the Nehru ORR TOT project

« We are India’s leading and the largest multinational integrated infrastructure
developers; and being responsible law abiding Corporate Entity, we strongly believe in
adhering to the highestlevel of Corporate Governance.

* In line with the policy of Central Government, following the procedural guidelines
of NHAI, International Competitive Bid was invited on 9th November 2022 through
e-Procurement platform by HMDA (Authority))HGCL (Implementing Authority) on
Tolling, Operation, Maintenance & Transfer (TOT) basis for a Concession Period of 30
years. The bid submission deadline for the same was extended three times and the final
Bid due date was March 31, 2023. It needs to be appreciated that for nearly four
months, the Bid Document was in Public Domain and well publicized; however, no
one objected to the Telangana Government’s decision to award the Nehru ORR for
30years on TOT basis.

« More than 10 prospective bidders participated in the pre-bid meeting and a total of
142 days were provided to the interested bidders to evaluate and prepare their
bids, which is among the highest to ensure complete transparency and maximum
participation.

» The project was awarded to the Company as a result of having offered the highest
upfront Concession Fee to the Authority

* As a part of the project, the Company, through its Special Purpose Vehicle incorporated
for the project, will be paying an upfront Concession Fee amounting to Rs.7,380 crores
to the Authority within 120 days of signing the Concession Agreement.

* We re-iterate here that the entire bidding process was run with utmost
transparency on the same lines, as being done by the NHAI and it was only after
intense international competitive bidding process, the Company has won this

project.

* The Model Concession Agreement (MCA) approved by Niti Aayog for such TOT
projects, which is being followed by NHAI, is adopted by the Authority for the
bidding of this project for facilitating a fair, transparent and competitive Bidding
Process.

* To date, NHAI / other State authorities together have awarded approx. 8 such TOT
projects across the country and garnered approx. Rs.35,000 cores

» The concept of securitizing future cash flow without compromising on asset ownership is
a well-established concept across the world and the instant project is fully in sync with
this principle.

» The upfront consideration (Concession Fee) paid for such projects is quoted by the
bidders after discounting future toll collection potential over the given concession period
and after netting out the operation and maintenance expenses and taxes that the bidder
will incur.

* The present project award also strictly compares with other such similar projects
awarded by NHAI / State Authorities and has been awarded to us only after evaluation by
the Authority. We, as a responsible Corporate Entity, reassure everyone that the
Company has won the project after strictly adhering to the highest governance
ethics and values.

» We strongly believe that the upfront amount once received by the authority will go a long
way in developing new assets and pave way for future growth of the State

IRB Infrastructure Developers Limited
1101, Hiranandani Knowledge Park, 11th Floor, Technology Street, Hill Side Avenue Powai, Mumbai- 400076
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