
�������	
������ ����������������	
�����������������	
 ����������������	
�������

��������
 ������ �		
� �
����� !��������"#����������	����	��

�!�	������$�����
�"�%&���'�()*+ ,%*�����,%',�)" +�-

-�)�%&�-�&�'- �%�)�&.�-%�
�"%-��') %/�"-�,���0&1�/+���

�	�����	��������

��������	��
	�����������������

���������� !�"#�$�%�"� &��'(!�'(')*�+�,����'���

�������
2��/*$$ �&)�' �+&���,-&).�
�*��*$�+*-(��*�&)�&�3

�

�������
)�(*-"����')�%" �
4&  &�"�&)�*� "�

�������
��(5 �4& ����"�

�-&*-&�&" �

���������	�
�����
�

�������	�
��
�
������
���	�

�����������

�������	
�

�������������	������������ ���	�!"#�$��%�#�&�
+��-+.��� )"+��"�%&

Terming the Delhi Police
action "unprecedented",

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Sunday questioned the
process adopted by authorities
and the sudden urgency in tak-
ing action 45 days after his
"women still being sexually
assaulted" remark made during
the Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Sources said that in the 10-
point preliminary reply to the
Delhi Police's notice on Sunday,
the Congress leader also sought
8-10 days to give a detailed
response to the questions posed
by the police over his January 30
remarks. Gandhi wondered
whether the action had anything
to do with his position taken
both inside and outside
Parliament on the Adani issue,
the sources said.

He asked whether cam-
paigns of other political parties,
including the ruling BJP, have
been subjected to such kind of
scrutiny or questioning, they
added. The response came hours
after the Delhi Police team
headed by Special
Commissioner of Police (Law
and Order) Sagar Preet Hooda
arrived at Gandhi's 12, Tughlaq
Lane, residence around 10 AM
and was able to meet him after
two hours. The team left his res-
idence around 1 PM, officials
said. The police, the sources said,
had earlier gone to his residence
to seek the Congress leader's
response to the questionnaire on
March 15 but could not meet

him and then again visited him
on March 16, when Gandhi
sought time of around a week to
10 days to respond.

According to the police,
Gandhi stated in Srinagar dur-
ing the Bharat Jodo Yatra that "I
have heard that women are still
being sexually assaulted", and
since the yatra had passed
through Delhi also, they want-
ed to ascertain if any victim had
approached the Congress leader
here so that they can initiate a
probe into the matter.

"The police had asked him

to give details of these victims so
that security could be provided
to them," an official said.

On the preliminary reply
sent a little before 4 PM, Gandhi
termed the police action
"unprecedented" and asked
whether this had anything to do
with his position taken both
inside and outside Parliament on
the Adani issue, sources said.

"I hope and trust that it has
nothing to do of me being the
centre of special attention both
inside and outside of Parliament,
including on Adani issue, by the

ruling dispensation in the last
few weeks," Gandhi said. 

The reply was sent to the
Special Commissioner of Delhi
Police, Deputy Commissioner
of Police, New Delhi and ACPs
of Karol Bagh and Barakhamba
Road in New Delhi, who had
come calling at Gandhi's resi-
dence on Sunday morning.

"What is the urgency of
making two visits within a
span of two days, after a gap of
45 days of my speech," Gandhi
also reportedly said in his
response.
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Stung by the police question-
ing of Rahul Gandhi on

Sunday, the Congress is mak-
ing attempts to consolidate a
large number of Opposition
leaders to take the battle in an
out of the Parliament, given
that now the situation has
come when any Opposition
leader can be booked for mak-
ing a political statement at any
point of time. 

Sources in the party said
while most of the like-minded
parties are already under one
umbrella in their chorus
against the Narendra Modi
Government in the Adani con-
troversy, unemployment, price

rise etc, parties like the
Trinamool Congress (TMC),
Samajwadi Party (SP) and the
NCP have been playing truant.

Last week, the TMC, SP,
NCP raised the same issues but
separately, on a different pitch.
While the TMC, SP, NCP led
their own protests on the same
issues they gave a protest led by
Congress and 18 political par-
ties like the Shiv Sena, the RJD,
the Left and others a clean
miss. However, senior
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said on Sunday in an
interview to PTI that no
Opposition front to take on the
BJP is possible without the
Congress and if a coalition is
formed for the 2024 general
elections.Asked whether the
TMC and SP's actions could
jolt Opposition unity, Ramesh
said, "The TMC, Samajwadi,
people keep meeting, the Third
Front, Fourth Front will con-
tinue to be formed, but it is
necessary to have the Congress
in the Opposition."

Party sources said that a
meeting is on the anvil before
Parliament resumes on
Monday and the Congress is
waiting for confirmation from
a couple of parties including
the TMC. 
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BJP president JP
Nadda on Sunday

accused Rahul Gandhi
of overstepping all
bounds of democracy
and said he should be
sent packing "lock, stock
and barrel" in a democ-
ratic manner. "Those
who do not believe in
democracy have no
place in democracy,"
Nadda said in his
address after virtually
inaugurating the 'National Youth parliament' of his party's youth
wing Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha, being held in Chennai. 

The Congress has become mentally bankrupt, the BJP chief
said while alleging that Gandhi "instigated" foreign powers like
the US and European countries to interfere in India's internal
affairs by claiming that they were "oblivious" while democracy
was under threat in India. "Rahul Gandhi has crossed all bounds
of democracy," he said.

"Rahul Gandhi not merely insulted the nation by his shame-
ful remarks about the democratic values of India, but also invit-
ed the foreign nations to intervene in our country," the BJP pres-
ident said. He should be sent packing in a democratic manner,
Nadda said.

The Congress, however, has rejected the BJP's charge, with
Gandhi seeking permission to speak in Parliament to answer
the ruling party members' criticism of his comments in Britain.

The Congress has claimed that the BJP is "misrepresenting"
his remarks to divert attention from the Adani issue.

Parliament's budget session has been a washout since
the beginning of its second part on March 13, with the BJP
demanding an apology from Gandhi. 
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Samajwadi Party leader
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday

launched a scathing attack on
the BJP and said the saffron
party would meet the similar fate
as the Congress which had been
wiped out for misusing the
Central agencies the ED and
CBI.

Yadav, who was in Kolkata
to attend a two-day SP nation-
al executive meet, said how the
Congress used to misuse the
Central agencies, and now the
BJP is doing the same.

"The Congress is now fin-
ished. The BJP, too, will meet a
similar fate. They are only send-
ing agencies after those parties
who are fighting the BJP," he
said. On whether the BJP would
step up the alleged misuse of
Central agencies in the run up
to the 2024 General elections he

said, "It might be the case but it
won't help the saffron camp as
preparations for the Lok Sabha
polls would start in the next few
months."

When reminded about his
meeting with Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, he
said some kind of Front could
not be ruled out ahead of the
general elections. Yadav said
the goal is to defeat the BJP.

Currently efforts are on to
forge an Opposition front. Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and Telangana
Chief Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao are making efforts on their
own. Yadav refused to disclose
his own party's plans.

When asked whether the
Congress would be kept out of
such a proposed Opposition
front, Yadav said, "The Congress
is a national party, so it has to
decide its role."

Incidentally on Friday both
he and Mamata had said they
were for maintaining equidis-
tant from the Congress and the
BJP.

Speaking on the Delhi
Police action against Rahul
Gandhi, Yadav wondered
whether the BJP did it to help
the  Congress.
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Aday after the Khalistani
sympathiser and 'Waris

Punjab De' head Amritpal Singh
escaped the police dragnet and
was declared a "fugitive", the
Punjab Police on Sunday contin-
ued the hunt for the self-styled
radical Sikh preacher for the sec-
ond day, even as the State
Government extended the sus-
pension of mobile, internet, and
SMS services in the State for
another 24 hours, till 12 noon
March 20. The Punjab Police, in
a coordinated action with the
Centre and the Assam
Government against Amritpal,
have taken four of his top aides,

arrested a day before in Punjab,
to Assam's Dibrugarh by a spe-

cial aircraft. The police have also
seized the car used by Amritpal

to escape along with his mobile
phone. Seven of Amritpal's
associates, who were part of his
convoy on Saturday and arrest-
ed from Jalandhar, were also
remanded in police custody by
a Beas Court for seven days.

Already facing four cases,
Amritpal, and his seven asso-
ciates, were slapped with two
more FIRs - in connection with
the recovery of a weapon from
a vehicle; and second for
breaking through police barri-
cades in Jalandhar. After the
police seized one of the vehi-
cles of Amritpal's cavalcade
one Kirpan and a .315 bore
weapon with 57 live cartridges
were recovered from it.
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The Union Home Ministry has started the
process for eviction and sale of enemy

properties, the immovable assets left behind
by people who have taken citizenship of
Pakistan and China. There are a total of
12,611 establishments called enemy prop-
erty, roughly estimated to be worth over Rs
1 lakh crore, in the country. The enemy
properties are vested with the Custodian of
Enemy Property for India (CEPI), an
authority created under the Enemy Property
Act. According to a Home Ministry notifi-
cation, the guidelines for disposal of the

enemy properties have been changed under
which the process for eviction of enemy
properties now shall be initiated with the
help of the District Magistrate or Deputy
Commissioner concerned before the sale of
properties.  In case of the enemy properties
valued below Rs 1 crore, the custodian shall
offer for purchase to the occupant first and
if offer of purchase is refused by the occu-
pant, then the enemy property shall be dis-
posed of in accordance with the procedure
specified in the guidelines, the notifica-
tion said.Those enemy properties having
valuation of Rs 1 crore and below Rs 100
crore, shall be disposed of by the CEPI

through e-auction or otherwise as may be
decided by the Central Government and
at the rate determined by the Enemy
Property Disposal Committee. The e-auc-
tion platform of public enterprise, the
Metal Scrap Trade Corporation Limited,
shall be used by the CEPI for e-auction of
enemy properties, the Home Ministry
said.

The Government has earned over Rs
3,400 crore from disposal of enemy prop-
erties, mostly movable assets like shares
and gold, officials said. None of the
12,611 immovable enemy property has
been monetised so far by the Government.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is reverentially called

'Modi Laoxian' meaning 'Modi
the immortal' by Chinese neti-
zens, a rare respectful reference
to an international leader,
notwithstanding the bitter India-
China border row, according to
an article published in the US-
based strategic affairs maga-
zine ‘The Diplomat.’

In the article 'How is India
viewed in China?', Mu
Chunshan, a journalist known
for analysing Chinese social
media, especially Sina Weibo,
(akin to Twitter in China), also
said that most Chinese feel that
India led by Modi can maintain
a balance among major coun-
tries in the world. Sina Weibo

has over 582 million active
users.

"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has an unusual nick-
name on the Chinese internet:
Modi Laoxian. Laoxian refers
to an elderly immortal with
some weird abilities. The nick-
name implies that Chinese
netizens think Modi is differ-
ent — even more amazing —

than other leaders," he said.
They point to both his dress

and physical appearance, seen
as Laoxian-like, and some of
his policies, which are differ-
ent from India's previous ones,
Mu said.

"So the word 'Laoxian'
reflects the complex sentiment
of Chinese people toward
Modi, combining curiosity,
astonishment, and perhaps a
dash of cynicism," Mu wrote.
"I have been doing interna-

tional media reports for
nearly 20 years and it is rare
for Chinese netizens to give
a nickname to a foreign
leader. Modi's nickname
stands out above all others.
Clearly, he has made an
impression on Chinese pub-
lic opinion," he said.
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India saw a single-day rise of
more than 1,000 fresh Covid-

19 cases after 129 days, while the
active cases increased to 5,915,
according to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on
Sunday.

A total of 1,071 fresh cases
were reported in the county in
a span of 24 hours, while the
death toll increased to 5,30,802
with three latest fatalities — one
each reported in Rajasthan and
Maharashtra and one reconciled
in Kerala. Delhi logged 72
Covid-19 cases with a positivi-
ty rate of 3.95 per cent on
Sunday,

According to the Ministry
data updated at 8 AM, the
infection tally stands at 4.46
crore (4,46,95,420).

The active cases now com-
prise 0.01 per cent of the total
cases, while the national Covid-
19 recovery rate has been
recorded at 98.8 per cent.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the dis-
ease surged to 4,41,58,703, while
the case fatality rate was record-
ed at 1.19 per cent, the data said.

According to the Ministry's
website, 220.65 crore doses of
Covid vaccine have been admin-
istered in the country so far
under the nationwide coron-
avirus vaccination drive.
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Pakistani police on Sunday
registered a terrorism case

against Imran Khan and over a
dozen PTI leaders for indulging
in vandalism, attacking securi-
ty personnel and creating unrest
outside the judicial complex
here ahead of a court hearing in
a graft case involving the oust-
ed premier. Clashes erupted
outside the Islamabad Judicial
Complex on Saturday when
Khan arrived in Islamabad from
Lahore to attend a much-await-
ed hearing in the Toshakhana
case. During the confrontation
between Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) workers and police,
over 25 security personnel were
injured, prompting Additional
District and Sessions Judge Zafar
Iqbal to defer the court hearing
till March 30.

The case was registered
against arrested PTI workers and
wanted party leaders. About 17
PTI leaders were named in the
FIR lodged by the Islamabad
Police.    Details on Page 8
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The makers of Burj Khalifa on
Sunday marked their formal

entry into Jammu and Kashmir,
performing the groundbreaking
ceremony for the first foreign
direct investment in the Union
territory — a shopping mall and
a multipurpose tower in the out-
skirts of Srinagar.

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha performed the
groundbreaking ceremony for
the Rs 500 crore project that
envisages creating over 10,000
jobs in the valley. The

Lieutenant Governor laid the
foundation stone for Mall of
Srinagar by Dubai’s Emaar
Group at Sempora.

Congratulating the people

of J&K Lt-Governor said,
“Today is a historic day. With
the Bhoomi Pujan of 10 lakh sq.
ft. Mall of Srinagar by Emaar,
the first FDI in J&K has taken

shape. Land has been provided
to Emaar for IT towers in
Jammu and Srinagar. These
three projects will be developed
at a cost of Rs. 500 Cr.”
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Notice to Odisha

NCST seeks report on tribals of border areas
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

The National Commission
for Scheduled Tribes (NCST)
has issued a notice to the
Odisha Chief Secretary to en-
sure basic rights of over 10,000
tribals living in more than 45
villages of Odisha sharing
borders with Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and
West Bengal.

The NCST passed the di-
rection taking cognisance of
a petition filed by Supreme
Court lawyer and rights ac-
tivist Radhakanta Tripathy
and sought a detailed reply

within 15 days.
Odisha has border disputes

with neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh over 64 villages, in-
cluding 22 in Koraput dis-
trict, 21 in Ganjam , 16 in
Gajapati and five in
Rayagada.

As many as 21 villages of
Kotia gram panchayat in
Koraput district have border
dispute with Andhra Pradesh.
The dispute could not be re-
solved as the Supreme Court
has ordered to maintian status
quo in March 2006.

Similarly, Odisha has about
38 villages, including 35 of

Baleswar district and three in
Mayurbhanj district, that share
borders with West Bengal.

Apart from it,
Nuamalpada, the border vil-
lage of Burjabahl, has dispute
with Chhattisgarh. At the
same time, five villages,
Limitur, Purusottampur,
Kankadapat, Jagannathpur
and Champur in Keonjhar
district have border disputes
with Jharkhand.

The Odisha Government
admitted that the boundaries
of over 100 villages in the
State's border regions could
not be determined.

Alleging deprivation of
basic human rights of the
tribals living in the border
areas due to apathy, negli-
gent attitude of the border-
ing States, Tripathy sought
for the intervention of the
commission for a permanent
solution.

Tripathy urged the NCST
to consider the matter seri-
ously and get the investiga-
tion done in a timely man-
ner, so that the rights of ev-
ery individual can be pro-
tected in the poverty
stricken SC, ST dominated
areas of Odisha.
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DJ Azex found dead in his house

3-day Odisha Parba in Delhi from Mar 24

Forgery by ex-LecturerForgery by ex-LecturerForgery by ex-LecturerForgery by ex-LecturerForgery by ex-Lecturer

Higher Edu Dept asks DGP for CB probe

Odia UN diplomat to address WB Conf

Importance of Sanskrit stressed at CUO

ICAI conducts ‘Corporate Connect'

Safe City driveSafe City driveSafe City driveSafe City driveSafe City drive

Police raid dance bars, nightclubs
In BoudhIn BoudhIn BoudhIn BoudhIn Boudh

Leopard, deer skins
seized; 1 held

Vani Vihar '86 felicitates Jena

Family blames
his paramour and
her male friend
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Popular DJ Azex alias
Akshay Kumar Maharana was
found dead at his residence here
on Saturday night. He
reportedly committed suicide
and was found hanging in his
room.

As per his family, Akshay
was last seen at his house and
was inside his room when
thunderstorm struck the city.
When he did not come for a
long time, family members
broke open his door only to
find him hanging. He was
rushed to Kar Hospital here
where doctors declared him
dead.

Akshay’s uncle said, “He said
he was going to sleep and did
not want to be disturbed when
there was a power cut. Other
family members were also

there in the house when he
went and locked his room.
When power was restored at
around 10 pm and they went
to call him, his door was
locked. We broke it open and
found him hanging.”

Akshay’s body was kept in
the Capital hospital mortuary
and investigation was
underway by the Kharvel

Nagar police. Further details
were awaited.

However a day after Akshay
committed suicide, his family
members filed a police
complaint on Sunday
attributing his death to mental
harassment and disturbance in
his personal life.

Holding Akshay’s girlfriend
and her male friend

accountable for abetting his
suicide, his mother alleged that
he was being subjected to
torture and mental
harassment by the duo.

As per the contents of the
FIR, Akshay and his girlfriend,
who is an MBBS student in a
private college here, were in a
relationship since a year. She
was apparently exploiting him
for money and was
demanding a two-wheeler.
WhatsApp chats revealed that
Akshay had even transferred
Rs 15,000 to her account
through PhonePe. The girl,
however, ditched him and got
involved with another male
friend who started threatening
Akshay to leave her failing
which he would leak an
intimate video of them, the
FIR stated.

Meanwhile, police started an
investigation and said the exact
cause of death would be
ascertained after the postmortem
and further probe of the case.

PNS     �����   KORAPUT

A three-day international
conference on 'Importance of
Sanskrit Language in India
and the World' organised by
the Central University of
Odisha (CUO), Koraput was
inaugurated on March 17 by
Vice-Chancellor Prof
Chakradhar Tripathi in the

presence of eminent Indian
and foreign Sanskrit
scholars.

Prof Tripathi highlighted
the importance and use of
Sanskrit in the present world.
He said, "Sanskrit is the
classical language of India,
the oldest and the most
systematic language in the
world. Sanskrit, which was

once the language of Munis
and Rishis, is now attracting
the modern world." He
remembered the place where
the university was established
as part of Dandakaranya
mentioned in the Ramayana.

Prof Chirapat
Prapandvidya, Adviser,
Silpakorn University,
Thailand, attended the event

as the Saraswat Guest
Honour and Prof Prafulla
Kumar Mishra, Vice-
Chairman, MSRVVP,
attended as chief guest. Prof
Rabindra Kumar Panda, Vice-
Chancellor, SJSU, Puri, and
Prof Dipti Tripathi, President,
IASS, also spoke as guest of
honour and keynote speaker,
respectively.

Odia Samaj to
organise vibrant
cultural show
after 3 yrs
PNS     �����   NEW DELHI

The Odia Samaj in New
Delhi will organise the Odisha
Parba from March 24 to 26 at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
in New Delhi. The three-day
event would feature music,
dance, and theatre traditions
from Odisha.

 The event will be
inaugurated by eminent Odia
personalities and dignitaries
from around the world. The
inaugural evening will witness
the theatre show 'Ahe Nila
Saila'. The 2.45 hours play
depicts how the then King
Gajapati Ramchandra Deva

had to undergo untold
miseries for protecting Lord
Jagannath from the evil eyes
of Naib Nazim.

 On the second day "Chitra-
Vit?nam" by Guru Ratikant
Mohapatra and disciples, Adi
Badya "Swarara Murchhna",
folk instruments and glorious
tribal dance, Tikita Kita (Folk
treasure of Odisha) by celebrity
dancer Saswat Joshi and troupe
and "Atulya Parampara", a
musical presentation by
Mantu Churia and Group, will
be performed.

 On day three "Chira
Namasya Parambrahma"
Odishi dance will be presented
by Saswat Joshi and group,
Mahanadi "Odisha N Culture"
by Rabiratan Sahu and group,
Swarjya Gatha "Ananya
Odisha", a fusion of Chhau and

Paika dance by Guru
Aniruddha and team, "Swara
O Spandana", enthralling
musical show by young
sensation Ananya Sritam
Nanda and "Tala Badya" by
Sandeep Mohanty will be
performed.

 Apart from this, outdoor
activities like Sankha Dhwani
and Ranapa, Bonda primitive
tribal dance, Oram dance,
animal mask dance, Sahijat
and Ghoda Nacha, western
Odisha folk dance, martial art
and Paika Nacha and Danda
Nrutya will be performed by
Odisha's eminent and
renowned artists. Additionally,
the event will feature
authentic tangy spicy flavored
Odia cuisine and street foods
in order to bring out an even
more authentic Odia feel.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Institute of Cost
Accountants of India-
Bhubaneswar Chapter
conducted "Corporate
Connect" on the theme
"Leveraging 3600 Networking
& Expertise" here on Sunday.

A effort was made to
connect business leaders from
various sectors to discuss,
deliberate, exchange and
prepare a robust roadmap to
identify and overcome the
various barriers which are
leading to future business risks
and investment strategies
globally. Participants from
different sectors from all over
Odisha attended.

Nalco CMD Sridhar Patra
inaugurated the programme.

CMA H Padmanabhan,
Central Council member
ICAI, CMA Niranjan
Mishra, Central Council

Member, ICAI, Amresh
Kumar, MD, OHPC, Sashi
Sekhar Mohanty, CEO &
MD Essar Minmet Ltd,

Debasish Patnaik, MD, Hotel
Crown, SK Swain, DF,
OPTCL, S Ghosh, CFO,
NINL, S Biswal, VP & CFO

,UAIL, Trinath Lenka, MD,
Wallet 4 Wealth, SK Maiti,
CFO, OTV, Ayaskant
Mohanty, MD, Tatwa
Technologies, Amrit
Pattnaik, Co-Founder, Zeon
Al Labs, SK Panigrahi, CFO,
IPICOL, Durga Prasad Dash,
CFO, OCC, Dasarathi Das,
Scientist-F delivered in the
technical sessions as resource
persons.

Chapter chairman CMA
Asutosh Debata delivered the
welcome address. CMA SP
Padhi, past chairman ICAI-
EIRC and Bhubaneswar
Chapter, facilitated the entire
programme. CMA Himoj
Mishra, CMA Santanu Kumar
Rout, CMA Saktidhar Singh,
members of Managing
Committee also spoke.

PNS     �����   PURI

Following the issuance of a
notice by the Supreme Court
to the Odisha Government
regarding the submission of
fake educational certificate
submitted by a former
Lecturer of Puri district, the
State Higher Education has
requested the DGP for a
Crime Branch probe.

The apex curt issued the
notice taking cognisance of an
SLP petition filed by Puri-
based journalist  Biswajit
Pattanaik.

Patnaik alleged that
Alarnath Dhandamulak

Mahavidyalaya Zoology
Department's former Lecturer
Pradipta Kumar Sahoo secured
the Government job by
allegedly submitting fake
educational certificates and
continued in the post for
nearly four decades before his
superannuation.

He had submitted fake
HSC, ISc and BSc, MSc
certificates for the job.

The accused Sahoo retired
from the post of Reader in
Zoology Department on
February 28 before any legal
action could be initiated
against him. The Principal of
the college has also been

accused of remaining silent on
Sahoo's forgery which helped
him continue in the post till
his superannuation.

On the written complaint
of Pattanaik an inquiry in this
regard was conducted by the
Regional Director of
Education, Bhubaneswar, who
submitted his report to the
department on February
16,2022.

In the report the
investigating officer has
clearly mentioned that Sahoo
has utilised fake certificates
and the entire salary which he
has received from the
Government may be

recovered.
Earlier on April 7, .22

Pattanaik had filed a
complaint of educational
certificate fraud with the
Higher Education
Department against Sahoo
who joined the college in 1989
and had been receiving grant-
in aid benefits from 2002.

Subsequently, the Principal
of the college was directed to
inquire into the case and in
reply to the allegation, Sahoo
had said that on  May 27,
2011 while he was coming
from Brahamagiri to Puri he
had lost all his original
certificates.

In Washington
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

UN diplomat Baisali
Mohanty who was appointed
to the coveted post of United
Nations Policy Officer in 2020
has been invited to present
keynote speech at the 2023
World Bank Spring
Conference to be held at World
Bank headquarters in
Washington DC from April 10
to 16.

 The World Bank Spring
meeting is attended by
Finance Ministers, Reserve
Bank Governors and senior
policy makers from all 193 UN
member countries. Mohanty
is currently serving as Senior
UN Policy Officer heading the
'Peace and Conflict Resolution
Team' at the United Nations
European Headquarters in

Rome. She has previously
served in several critical UN
Missions covering the 'conflict

zones' in Asia Pacific and the
Middle East.

 In 2022, the Government

of Odisha appointed her as
'Special Envoy to Romania' to
oversee the safe evacuation of
Odias from Ukraine in view
of the Russia-Ukraine war.

 A holder of Master's Degree
in International Studies at the
prestigious Oxford University
in England, Mohanty rose to
national and global eminence
winning the coveted 'High
Profile Achievement Award' as
best graduate student of
Oxford University for 2016.
In 2017, she was selected to
join the International Civil
Service of the United Nations,
regarded as the World's most
prestigious civil service.

 Mohanty was born in Puri
to former National
Commission for Women
Member Manasi Pradhan and
former Chief Engineer Radha
Binod Mohanty.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Commissionerate
police on Saturday night
conducted surprise raids at
multiple nightclubs, dance
bars and hotels in different
parts of the capital city.

Sources said police found
violations in three bars and
would take action against them
as per the law.

As per reports, the
crackdown was conducted as
part of the ongoing 'Safe City'
drive.

Sources said the inspection
was conducted in different
dance bars, hotels and
nightclubs located particularly
on Cuttack Road and
Rasulgarh areas in the city.
Two platoons of police force
and senior police officials
conducted the inspection of
around 10 such units in
different parts of the city.

As per reports, the
inspection was conducted to
ensure that the nightclubs,
dance bars do not operate
beyond the specified timings.
The move also aims at
ensuring that there is no
violation of the terms and
conditions imposed by the
Excise Department, a senior
police official said.

Sources said several bars and
dance clubs are operating
beyond the allotted hours
during raids by excise officials.

Meanwhile, the
Bhubaneswar DCP Prateek
Singh in a tweet said that fines
of Rs 26, 95, 000 has been
realised from 5,183 defaulters
between January 1, 2003 to
March 1, 2003 as a
enforcement measure against
public drinking in
Bhubaneswar UPD and
appealed not to engage in
public drinking.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Team Vani Vihar '86 on
Saturday felicitated its
distinguished member
Pradeep Kumar Jena after his
taking over as the Chief
Secretary of Odisha.

Replying to the felicitation
by his classmates, Jena said "I
will work hard to the
satisfaction of the people of
Odisha within the framework
of the Government."

Over 100 members of Team
Vani Vihar '86 joined a get-
together here where they
recalled their 'Golden Old
Days' and were very happy to
see their classmate having
reached the top of the State's
bureaucracy.

Among others, MP
Achyuta Samanta, Principal
Chief Commissioner Income
Tax Dhirendra Kumar Mishra,
educationist Subhendu Kumar
Mohanty, senior
administrators, top IT
professionals and other
successful personalities from
various sectors joined the get-
together.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Special Task Force
(STF) of the Crime Branch
seized a leopard skin and two
deer skins while conducting a
raid in Boudh district on
Saturday.

STF officials also arrested
one Girish Kumar Sahoo, a
resident of Harabhanga
village under the Harabhanga
police station in the district.

Based on inputs, a team of
the STF conducted the raid
with the help of forest officials
of Boudh Forest Division on
a road between Chhatranga to
Harbhanga regarding

possession of wildlife products
by traders.

 During search, one leopard
skin, two deer skin and other
incriminating materials were
recovered from his possession.
The accused person could not
produce any authority in
support of possession of the
wildlife products, for which he
was arrested, said STF
officials.

A case under Sections 379,
411, 120(B) of IPC and
Section 51 of Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 has
been registered and the
accused was forwarded to
court, said the official.
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EX-MLA PANDEY PASSES AWAY
Bhubaneswar: Former Jharsuguda
Congress MLA Birendra Pandey
passed away at a private hospital here
on Sunday. He was 74. Pandey was
undergoing treatment for liver-re-
lated ailments. Pandey was elected
to the State Assembly thrice in 1980,
1985 and 1995. Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) president Sarat
Patnaik expressed deep grief over the demise of Pandey and
said it is a huge loss for the party.

DORA ELECTED AS NEW OSCB PRESIDENT
Bhubaneswar: Eminent cooperator T
Prasad Rao Dora is the new President of
Odisha State Cooperative Bank. Dora
along with 21 Directors has been elected
to the Board of Directors of OSCB. He
thanked Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik, Cooperation Minister Atanu
Sabyasachi Nayak, 5T Secretary VK
Pandian and BJD organising secretary
Pranab Prakash Das for his position.
Dora has authored 'The Odisha Coop-
erative Societies Manual', a handbook of reference for all stake-
holders of the cooperative sector. He is also the Vice-President
of Odisha State Bharat Scouts & Guides.

JSW BPSL CELEBRATES SAFETY WEEK
Sambalpur: Under the leadership of Anil Kumar Singh, presi-
dent, JSWBPSL, Sambalpur Works, the company celebrated
the National Safety Week recently with the theme "Our Aim

Zero Harm". The event was also attended by Umesh Rai, COO,
Swaroop Jena, Deputy Director of Factories & Boilers and
Umakanta Samantaray, Asst Director of Factories & Boilers,
Sambalpur Division.

INBRIEFMushrooming of wine
shops at Astaranga decried

Woman killed in croc attack
PNS     �����   KENDRAPADA

A 45-year-old woman,
Kausalya Mandal of
Kharanashi village under the
Jamboo Marine police station
in Kendrapada district died on
Saturday in a crocodile attack
while she was going to a creek
to catch fish.

Jamboo Marine police
station IIC Paresh Mohanty
said Kausalya had gone to catch
fish with some fellow village

women to nearby Naubadi
Jora. While catching fish, an
estuarine crocodile pounced
upon here and dragged her
into the middle of the water
body.

When locals later carried out
a rescue operation, they found
the woman dead and floating
on the river with multiple
injuries in her abdomen. They
fished out the dead body and
handed over to the marine
police.

Ex-servicemen's rally held in Gopalpur

‘Start seed scheme for vegetables in tribal areas'

Will submit B'garh-N'pada rail line DPR soon'

In BalangirIn BalangirIn BalangirIn BalangirIn Balangir

Cong, BJP members join BJD TPSODL conducts 2-day autism workshop

TB-free drive gains momentum in Nuapada

Excise Dept
keeps granting
licences recklessly
PNS     �����   PURI

A mushrooming growth of
bars at the otherwise famous
tourist spot and religious
places at Astaranga in Puri
district has triggered
widespread public discontent
against the Excise
administration which is on a
spree of issuing licences to a
large number of bar owners
throwing all norms of rules,
decency and decorum to wind.

This is pertinent to mention
here that on September 5,
2022, the Excise Department
had accorded permission for
opening up a bar at Astaranga.
Intriguingly enough, the same
department had issued a
licence to open another bar at
a stone’s throw from the first
bar. Their strange logic was that

the distance between two
places is three to four km,
while in reality, the distance
between the two shops is only
50 metre.

Father of the nation
Mahatma Gandhi had
launched his famous Salt
Satyagraha in Odisha from this
place. A college named after
the Mahatma is standing
nearby the market. Besides, a
boys’ high school and a girls’
high school are also located
adjacent to the marketplace.
A temple is also nearby where
tourists come to pay their visit.

Reliable sources said that the
Department of Excise is
recklessly granting licence to
entrepreneurs by openly
flouting rules and suppressing
the material facts relating to
distance etc, consequently
transforming the small sacred
place into a wine market,
notwithstanding the protest of
the residents.

Grievances
redressed; health
camps organised
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

With an aim to resolutely
stand by the Veer Naris/ Veer
Matas and the entire ex-
servicemen fraternity, a rally
was organised at the Military
Station, Gopalpur on Sunday.
Over 1,000 retired Army
personnel including war
veterans, Veer Naris, specially-
abled ex-servicemen and their
dependents across the State
joined.

 The rally was primarily
aimed at resolving grievances
in disbursement of pensions,
providing assistance in legal
cases and in various other
issues being faced by the
veterans and Veer Naris.

 The Commandant, Army
Air Defence College
inaugurated and addressed the
rally on behalf of the Indian

Army. He expressed gratitude
towards ex-servicemen for
their contributions towards the
security and integrity of the
nation and also assured them
of the wholehearted and
unstinted support from the
serving fraternity. The
Commandant Army AD
Centre, Chief Record Officer,
Army AD Records and other
defence officials addressed.

 To facilitate on-the-spot

resolution of grievances of
ex-servicemen, relevant
functionaries from PAO OR
/PCDA/ Records offices were
present and a platform for
registration of grievances
and immediate redressal was
provided. Representatives of
SBI, Axis and HDFC banks,
were also present. A medical
camp was established under
the aegis of Military
Hospital, Gopalpur, in

coordination with Ex-
Servicemen Contributory
Health Scheme Cell.

 A useful book for ex-
servicemen titled "Rishtey"
which covers the details of
monitory and pensionary
benefits, besides various
other facilities provided by
State and Central
Governments, was unveiled.
A felicitation ceremony was
organised.

PNS     �����   BRAHMAPUR

The TP Southern Odisha
Distribution Limited
(TPSODL) conducted a two-
day workshop on autism-early
identification and care under
the Pay Autention Initiative
(PAI).

 Over 215 participants,
including Anganwadi workers
(AWWs), ASHAs and WSHG
members attended the
workshop in four sessions held
in the block offices of
Rangeilunda and Chhatrapur.

 The workshop was
conducted in collaboration
with Government
institutions/ offices of the
Block Development Officer

(BDO), Child Development
Project Officer (CDPO),
BPM-Odisha Livelihood
Mission, BLC - Mission Shakti
and expert trainers from
Kerala-based NGO CADRRE.

 The workshop aimed to
empower parents and
caregivers to become primary
therapists of autistic children

by raising awareness and
providing a better
understanding of Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

 The initiative also aimed to
build the capacity of
Anganwadi workers, health
staff, schoolteachers, NGOs,
and social workers to become
the primary identification and

support champions for early
intervention in children and
young adults with autism. The
project is designed around Tata
Power's core objective of
"Empowering with Care," with
a focus on enabling mentoring
support, skilling, and providing
meaningful livelihood for
people with autism.

Transport Min
Sahu informs
House
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

After engaging in a blame-
game with the Ministry of
Railways over Bargarh-
Nuapada railway line via
Padampur, State Transport
Minister Tukuni Sahu on
Thursday cleared the air saying
the detailed project report
(DPR) for the rail line is under
the approval process.

 While replying a question
of BJD member Debesh
Acharya, the Transport
Minister said the Railway
Board has accorded In-Principl
Approval (IPA) to the Odisha
Railway Infrastructure
Development Limited
(ORIDL) for taking up
preparation of a DPR for
Bargarh Road Nuapada Road
new railway line factoring
conditions such as the land and
RR cost to be borne by the
Government of Odisha.

 Subsequently, the ORIDL
has prepared the DPR of the
new railway line and the same
is under approval process
before submission to the
Ministry of Railways for

further action, she clarified.
 Notably, since the

Padampur by-poll held in
December last, the Centre and
the BJD Government at the
State have been locking horns
over the proposed Bargarh-
Nuapada railway line project
via Padampur sub division.

 Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik along with many BJD
leaders and Transport Minister
Sahu had taken a dig at the
Centre and Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw over
prolonged delay in execution
of the project.

 Sahu had written a letter to
Minister Vaishnaw and
requested him to reconsider
the 142 km new broad-gauge
rail line from Bargarh Road to
Nuapada Road via Padampur,
which was announced in
2018.

 The project was "shelved"
by the Centre in 2019 for not
being financially viable, Sahu
had written in the letter. In his
reply, the Union Minister said
the project work would start
as soon as the State
Government hands over land
for the project. Vaishnaw had
blamed the State Government
for not approving the DPR for
the project.

PNS     �����   BALANGIR

Inspired by the leadership
and pro-poor programmes by
the Naveen Patnaik
Government, several people
from Congress and BJP joined
in the Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
here on Saturday. They were
welcomed by former Balangir
MP Kalikesh Narayan Singh
Deo in a formal meeting.

In the meeting attended by
many top district-level BJD
functionaries, Naba Naik, who
was Congress Assembly
candidate of Loisingha

constituency, Nandita Meher,
Mahila wing president of
Patnagarh block and
Madhusudn Majhi, former Zilla
Parishad Member of Tureikela
block joined the BJD along with
their supporters.

Singh Deo speaking to the
media said, “A wave to join the
BJD has started. Whenever I am
visiting Balangir, several people
of different political parties are
showing interest to join the BJD.
The BJD would be strengthened
further in grassroots level and
would perform better in future
elections.”

AJIT PANDA     �����   NUAPADA

The Nikshay Mitra
initiative launched by the
Indian Government to
encourage public to provide
nutrition support to TB-
affected people is gradually
drawing public attention with
many people coming forward
to adopt such poor families in
need of support. This initiative
under TB-Mukt Bharat Aviyan
for encouraging adoption of
TB patients was launched in
August 2022. It aims at
providing nutritional and
medical support to TB patients
and to break the stigma
surrounding the disease in
India.

Dr Ananda Shankar Das,
working as an Ayus doctor in
Khariar Sub-Divisional
Hospital, who has adopted a
TB patient of Khariar block,
says, "It is the moral duty of
every citizen to build a TB-free
India. I feel I am part of the
TB Mukt Bharat Aviyan and
am committed to this
objective."

Das provided the family
nutritious food for six months

in the presence of Additional
District Medical Officer Gopal
Mallik and other staffs.
Nuapada CDMO Dr
Sobharani Mishra and ADMO
Dr Sudhir Naik have also
adopted patients. An NGO
called YARR has adopted six
patients of the district.

"A total of 14 patients in the
district have been adopted till
today by eight individuals and
an NGO. But there is a need
to adopt more as the total TB
patients identified in Nuapada
district are more than six
hundred," said NRHM DPM
Dilip Dubey.

Survey in
Kandhamal
shows 96%
households happy
with vegetable
seeds supplied by
Govt
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The supply of vegetable
seeds by the Odisha
Government is a welcome
move, and it has a far-reaching
impact in combating
malnutrition. So, the
Government must continue
providing vegetable seeds to
rural households, especially in
remote, tribal areas, to yield
results, revealed a survey report
conducted by NGO

Atmashakti Trust and its allies
Odisha Shramajeebee Mancha
and Mahila Shramajeebee
Mancha, Odisha.

 The survey, which covered
900 households (HHs) under
650 villages of Tumudibandha
and Kotagada blocks in the
Kandhamal district, revealed
that 96% of households had
used vegetable seeds to grow
nutrition kitchen gardens
which are helping them to
enhance food security and
dietary diversity.

 96% of the HHs used the
seeds provided by the
Horticulture Department to
grow a nutritional kitchen
garden, and 100% of the seeds
used yielded output.
Subsequently, 87% of HHs
took interest in using the seeds

to grow winter vegetables.
90% of HHs demanded more
seeds, and 84% wanted to add
other nutritious vegetables to
the seed list supplied by the
department. Most
importantly, 11% of HHs said
they could generate additional
income by selling surplus
production.

 "Looking at its production
benefits and achieving
nutritional food security and
dietary diversity among
people, the State Government
should implement the

scheme/ start a scheme to
provide seeds for a nutritious
vegetable garden in areas that
are dominated by SC/ST
communities living in remote
rural and hilly terrain by April
2023 so that they can grow it
during the monsoon," said
executive trustee of
Atmashakti Trust Ruchi
Kashyap.

 As there is a growing
demand for more seeds by the
people, the Government
should increase the number of
seeds provided to HHs and give
the people winter vegetable
seeds which will help its efforts
in combating malnutrition in
the State. Also, the scheme can
be named as 'Mo Bihana Mo
Bagicha', as communities prefer
the name, the report suggested.
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Justifying police  enquiry
into Rahul Gandhi’s state-

ment during his ‘Bharat jodo
yatra’ on the purported rape
cases of some women, the BJP
on Sunday questioned
Congress criticism and the
allegation that it has ‘endan-
gered democracy’ in the
country.

“A woman is raped & if
Rahul Gandhi said this in
front of the nation as an MP,
then police have right to
know this information”, said
BJP national spokesperson
Sambit Patra.

The BJP leader said,
“Today police went to his
home to deliver a notice &
requested him to tell about

those women. Now, Cong
says democracy is in danger”.

The Delhi Police has
taken  cognisance of Rahul’s
account of the ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ that he interacted with
some women who were raped
and sent a questionnaire to
the Congress MP seeking
more details on the issue.
Police said it took cognisance

of the social media posts on
Rahul’s account.

In another counter to the
Congress criticism of the
police action on the infor-
mation, another BJP leader
and Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said
here that the step was need-
ed to deliver “justice” in the
purported cases.

“If Rahul will not give the
names of the victim women
(of alleged sexual harassment)
then how will they get justice?
He had also said he had met
militants, then shouldn’t he
inform the police?”, said
Sarma in the national Capital.

The Congress has
described the police
approaching Rahul in the
case as a “vendetta politics”.
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Senior BJP leader Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi on Sunday

condemned Rahul Gandhi’s
recent remarks in the UK, say-
ing the Congress leader owed
an apology to Parliament and
the entire country.

In a statement, the former
Union minister also hit out at
the Congress and its leaders,
accusing them of running a
“deliberate drive” to denigrate
the country’s Parliament,
Constitutional institutions and
democratic values.

The Congress is suffering
from “feudal frenzy” in its
efforts to become “chieftain” of
the Opposition ahead of the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
Naqvi charged, demanding that
they come out of their “feudal
arrogance” in view of the
“changed atmosphere and
mood of the country.”

During his interactions in
the UK recently, Gandhi

alleged that the structures of
Indian democracy are under
attack and there is a “full-scale
assault” on the country’s insti-
tutions.

Gandhi’s remarks has trig-
gered a massive political row,
with the BJP accusing him of
maligning India on foreign
soil and seeking foreign inter-
ventions and the Congress hit-
ting back, citing instances of
Prime Minister Modi raising
internal politics abroad.

“Former Union Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi today
strongly condemned Rahul
Gandhi’s remarks on Indian

Parliament and democracy in
a foreign country and said that
the Congress leader owed an
apology to Parliament and the
entire country,” the statement
released by the senior BJP
leader’s office said.

“While talking to reporters
in UP’s Rampur today, Naqvi
said the Congress and its lead-
ers should come out of the feu-
dal arrogance and must under-
stand the changed atmosphere
and mood of the country,” the
statement said.

They should express regret
for “their deliberate drive” to
denigrate the Indian
Parliament, Constitutional
institutions and democratic
values, he added.

“Naqvi said the Congress is
suffering from feudal frenzy in
its efforts to become chieftain
of the Opposition ahead of the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,” the
statement said.

However, the Congress’
“craze for conspiracy” against
the Indian Parliament and the

Constitutional values is total-
ly unacceptable in a democra-
cy, the statement quoting the
senior BJP leader said.

“Naqvi said even the
Congress leaders have realised
that its idiocy has turned the
grand old party into a non per-
forming asset, which has nei-
ther any value outside nor
inside, and that is why the
queue at the exit gate is larger
than the entry gate of the
Congress,” the statement said.

“Naqvi also said the demo-
cratically defeated dynasty, who
considered them as the pro-
prietor of politics, are unable to
digest India’s rising global
stature under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi,” the statement said.

The Congress will not suc-
ceed in its conspiracy to
“hijack” the country’s
Parliament and Constitutional
and democratic values through
their “arrogance and anarchy”,
the statement quoting Naqvi
said.
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No Opposition front to take
on the BJP is possible with-

out the Congress and if a coali-
tion is formed for the 2024 gen-
eral elections, the party will
have a central role in it, senior
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
has said.

In an interview with PTI,
Ramesh, however, said it was too
early to talk about all this right
now as the Congress’ first pri-
ority was the upcoming elections
in Karnataka and the string of
state polls this year.

Ramesh’s remarks come
after both Mamata Banerjee’s
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
and Uttar Pradesh’s Akhilesh
Yadav-led Samajwadi Party (SP)
saying the two parties would stay
away from both the Congress
and the BJP, and indicating pos-
sible talks with other regional
players ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

Asked whether the TMC
and SP’s actions could jolt
Opposition unity, Ramesh said,
“The TMC, Samajwadi, people
keep meeting, the Third Front,
Fourth Front will continue to be
formed, but it is necessary to
have the Congress in the
Opposition.”

“If an Opposition coalition
is formed, the Congress will play
a central role in it. No front is
possible without the Congress.
But it is too early to talk about

this,” he told PTI.
First there is an election in

Karnataka, after that there are
elections in Telangana, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan and Mizoram, he
noted.

“This year, we will be com-
pletely busy with state elec-
tions, we will see about 2024
elections later,” the former Union
minister said.

“Right now meetings will
continue, positioning will con-

tinue…’I will form a third front,
I will form a fourth front, I will
form a fifth front’, all this will
continue,” he added.

Ramesh asserted that a
strengthened Congress is nec-
essary for any opposition
alliance, but the party’s priority
at the moment was the
Karnataka elections, followed by
the elections in other states.

“Our (party) president
Mallikarjun Kharge and senior
leaders will work on whatever
strategy has to be prepared and
carry out talks with parties
regarding the 2024 elections,” he
said.

Asked whether the TMC
staying away from protests by
the Opposition on the Adani
issue and the NCP not coming
all out in support has dented the
Opposition unity, he said, “No,
I do not think so. The TMC may
have its own logic, I do not want
to say anything more than that.”

He said 16 political parties

are united on the demand for a
joint parliamentary committee
(JPC) probe into the Adani
issue.

The Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) did not sign the let-
ter to the director of the
Enforcement Directorate, but
they were with us in spirit if not
in body, he said.

“There are 16 parties and let
me say one thing very categor-
ically that the Supreme Court
committee is no substitute for a
JPC. The terms of reference of
the Supreme Court committee
are limited in scope, it is only a
JPC that can unravel the full
dimensions of this politico-eco-
nomic scam,” he said on the
Adani issue.

“Whatever Mr Adani has
done in India and abroad, he has
done with the full blessings, sup-
port and patronage of the prime
minister. The Supreme Court-
monitored inquiry is not going
into any of these issues,” he said.

So far, the Congress party
has raised 93 questions, soon we
will be reaching 100, Ramesh
noted, talking about the party’s
‘Hum Adani ke Hain Kaun’
series under which it has been
asking questions to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on the
Adani issue.

“We have raised 93 ques-
tions so far. Those types of
questions which are highly
minute, pointed, granular, spe-
cific, they go beyond the terms
of reference of a Supreme court-
monitored inquiry. So this JPC
is absolutely essential. The
Supreme Court inquiry is no
substitute, it is only an attempt
at legitimisation and exonera-
tion,” Ramesh alleged.

Asked if attempts of a third
front would undermine the fight
against the BJP, Ramesh said
right now the Congress is
focused that its demand for
JPC is met.

“Right now efforts are on to

ensure that our voices get heard
and this false propaganda and
canards that are being spread,
this intimidation, this harass-
ment that is being attempted
against Mr Gandhi particularly,
we are able to counter. All other
issues can wait,” he said.

Asked whether the Adani
issue will resonate with the peo-
ple at the ground, Ramesh said,
“We have to do what we have to
do.”

The party has held press
conferences across the country,
raised three questions daily over
the last about 31 days and will
continue to raise them, the
Congress general secretary said.
“Mr Gandhi has spoken exten-
sively on this in the LoK Sabha,
Mr Kharge raised these issues
extensively in the Rajya Sabha,
although their remarks were
subsequently expunged. So we
will continue to do what we have
to do. We believe these are fun-
damental issues,” he said.
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The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on Monday a

plea of Congress leader Pawan
Khera seeking transfer and club-
bing of FIRs lodged against him
in Assam and Uttar Pradesh for
allegedly making objectionable
remarks against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) D Y
Chandrachud on Friday deferred
the hearing on Khera’s plea to
March 20 after taking note of
submissions that senior advocate
A M Singhvi, appearing for the
Congress leader, was unavailable.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for Uttar
Pradesh and Assam, urged the
bench that the matter can be
taken up for hearing on Monday
instead of Friday.

“Ok, we will take it up on
Monday,” said the bench, which
also comprises justices P S
Narasimha and J B Pardiwala.

The apex court had earlier
extended the interim bail of
Khera, who was arrested by
Assam Police in the case, till
March 17.

Earlier, Assam and Uttar
Pradesh governments, in their
separate affidavits, opposed
Khera’s plea seeking clubbing of
FIRs lodged against him, claim-
ing that his party was still con-
tinuing with the “very same low
level” on their social media
accounts.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment sought dismissal of the plea
with a cost by terming it “mis-
conceived” and “an attempt to
leapfrogging the routine proce-
dure available under the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC)”.

“It is submitted that the
leaders of the political party
(Congress) to which the peti-
tioner (Khera) belongs have,
even after this hon’ble court
taking cognisance of the matter,
continued the very same low
level in their official Twitter
handles and other social media
accounts,” the Assam govern-
ment said.
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India and the European
Union (EU) has concluded

the fourth round of talks for
a comprehensive free trade
agreement in Brussels, a move
aimed at further strengthen-
ing economic ties between the
two sides.

The next round of the
talks is planned for 12-16
June here. India and the 27-
nation bloc resumed negoti-
ations on June 17 last year
after a gap of over eight years
on the proposed agreements
on trade, investments and
Geographical Indications
(GI).

“Round 4 of India EU-
FTA negotiations held at
Brussels ,”  Nidhi Mani
Tripathi, Joint Secretary in the
Department of Commerce
has said in a tweet. She is

India’s chief negotiator for
the agreement.

India had started negoti-
ations for a trade pact with
the EU in 2007 but the talks
stalled in 2013 as both sides
failed to reach an agreement
on key issues, including cus-
toms duties on automobiles
and spirits and the movement
of professionals.

India’s  merchandise
exports to EU member coun-
tries stood at about USD 65

billion in 2021-22, while
imports aggregated USD 51.4
billion.

A GI is primarily an agri-
cultural, natural or manufac-
tured product (handicrafts
and industrial goods) origi-
nating from a definite geo-
graphical territory. Typically,
such a name conveys an
assurance of quality and dis-
tinctiveness, which is essen-
tially attributable to the place
of its origin.
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The Government is making
every possible effort for

360-degree development of the
high-revenue earning dairy
sector to ensure that it’s not
only the world’s largest milk
producer, but must also
become the biggest dairy
exporter.

Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah’s observations made at the
Indian Dairy Summit, organ-
ised on the third and final day
of the Indian Dairy
Association’s (IDA) 49th Dairy
Industry Conference in
Gandhinagar come in the
backdrop of various schemes
launched in the past few years
to accelerate the dairy sector
which has a huge potential.

Presently, our milk pro-
cessing capacity is about 126
million liters per day, which is
the highest in the world. We
process 22 percent of our total
milk production, which bene-
fits the farmer in the form of
increased income.

Shah was of the opinion
that after the formation of 2
lakh primary milk production
societies in the country, 33 per-
cent of the world’s milk pro-
duction is likely to happen in
India by 2033-34 and that for
this the Central and State
Governments along with coop-
erative movement need to work
together.

“We have to move forward
with the goal that by 2033-34
India should produce 33 per-
cent of the world’s milk with
about 330 million metric
tonnes milk production every
year,” he said.

“Today India’s share in
milk production has gone up to
21 percent and the Amul model
has contributed a lot to this.
…Our dairy sector has pro-
gressed at an annual rate of 6.6
percent in the last decade,” he
said. Plans are afoot to estab-
lish rural dairies in 2 lakh
panchayats in the country and
then the growth rate of the
dairy sector will reach 13.80
percent. Shah said that in the
export of dairy products also
products like milk powder,
butter and ghee have a major
share and there is immense
potential in this while a

Multistate Cooperative Society
set up for exports to be linked
with these 2 lakh rural dairies,
there is a possibility of increas-
ing exports by 5 times.

In fact, to give a push to the
diaries in the sector, Shah in
2021 had launched a scheme
‘Dairy Sahakar’, with an outlay
of Rs 5,000 crore, wherein the
dairy sector would get loans
through National Cooperative
Development Corporation
(NCDC). Dairy Sahakar is a
first ever and the only dairy
focused comprehensive frame-
work leveraging different
schemes of the Centre.

Shah also pointed out that
looking at the dairy scenario of
the world, in 1970 India pro-
duced about 6 crore litres of
milk per day and it was a milk
deficient country. But now, he
said, that this production has
increased to 58 Crore litres per
day in 2022 and the dairy sec-
tor has played a huge role in it.

He said that from 1970 to
2022 India’s population has
increased 4 times whereas milk
production has increased more
than 10 times.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Sunday

said it has arrested the 13th
accused in the Phulwarisharif,
Patna (Bihar) PFI case.

“Close on the heels of
unearthing the hawala net-
work in South India and arrest
of 5 PFI operatives on 6th
March 2023, the National
Investigation Agency has
arrested an accused, Md. Irshad
Alam of Mehsi, East
Champaran, Bihar yesterday
(18.03.2022) in Phulwarisharif
Bihar PFI case with the support
of the Bihar Police,” the NIA
said in a statement.

Pursuing investigational
leads, the NIA found that
despite the ban on the PFI
imposed on September 27, PFI
leaders/cadres continued to
propagate the ideology of vio-

lent extremism and were also
arranging arms and ammuni-
tion to commit crimes, the
agency said.

This case was registered in
July 2022 when four accused
persons were arrested as they
gathered in the Phulwarisharif
area of Patna for training and
to carry out acts of terror and
violence. Later, three more sus-
pects were arrested in February
this year.

PFI cadres in
Phulwarisharif and Motihari
had vowed to continue PFI
activities in a clandestine man-

ner in Bihar and had also
arranged a firearm and ammu-
nition recently to eliminate a
youth of a particular commu-
nity in Bihar’s East Champaran
District, the NIA said.

Md. Irshad Alam who was
arrested on Saturday, was in
close association with accused
Yakub Khan alias Usman, a
Physical Education Trainer of
PFI.

Accused Yakoob Khan had
posted incriminating videos
on social media to spread
communal f lare-up.
Subsequently Yakoob, along
with Md Irshad Alam and
other associates, had planned to
execute a targeted killing. Reece
was conducted with the help of
Irshad to carry out the attack.
A firearm and ammunition
were also arranged by Yakoob
Khan with the help of other
arrested accused, it said.
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Millennium city,
Gurugram is not only

known for proliferating start-
up f irms,  mult inat ional
giants and enterprising uni-
corns, it is fast emerging as a
favourite hub for medical
tourism as well, as per a
study conducted by TR Life
Sciences. It noted that the
city’s medical value tourism
(MVT) market is estimated
to be nearly Rs 900 crore,
about 40 per cent of the
entire Delhi-NCR market.

As per the study, the
Indian MVT market stands
at over Rs 27,000 crores and
Delhi-NCR’s share is around
Rs 2 ,400 crore  with
Gurugram topping the list.

Orthopaedics, neuro and
spine surgeries, oncology,
cardiac surgeries, and trans-
plants are the top five pre-
ferred segments by overseas
patients.

“The city has emerged as

a favourite destination for
medical tourism and patients
from the Middle East, Africa,
CIS, and SAARC countries,
among others, have been vis-
iting major super specialty
hospitals located here.  

With the increase in cor-
porate hospitals, MVT has
seen a boom and Gurugram
has emerged as a major hub
for  it .  Our  team of
researchers found that the big
f ive  specia lt ies  -
orthopaedics, neuro and
spine surgeries, oncology,
cardiac surgeries, and trans-
plants undertake nearly 80
per cent of overseas patients,”
said Raj Sehgal, Director-

Business Development, TR
Life Sciences.

Gurugram has emerged
as a preferred destination
for quaternary care too.
Quaternary care is an exten-
sion of tertiary care and cases
require even more special-
izat ion,  says  the  s tudy.
Trauma care is another seg-
ment where Gurugram has
excelled. Super specialty hos-
pitals in Gurugram perform
over 500 trauma surgeries
every month.

According to the study,
strong community engage-
ment and the state govern-
ment’s support with the cam-
paign - “Haryana Vision

Zero” - had led to the city’s
excellence in trauma care.

Anurag Kashyap,
Director-Finance & Strategy,
TR Life Sciences, said lead-
ing private hospitals  in
Gurugram are equipped with
state-of-the-art facilities and
advanced medical technolo-
gies and have highly qualified
and experienced medical
professionals.

“Apart from hospitals,
Gurugram also has a vast
network of private clinics
and diagnostic centers that
offer specialised medical ser-
vices. Gurugram’s hospitals
have dedicated centers of
excellence for key specialties.
These factors attract a large
number of domestic as well
as overseas patients to the
city. 

O vera l l ,  the  pr ivate
hea lthcare  sec tor  in
Gurugram is a significant
contributor to the city’s econ-
omy and a vital component
of the healthcare system in
the region,” Kashyap said.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will inaugurate the

Vedic Heritage portal on
Thursday with the twin agen-
da of helping researchers in
deeper understanding of the
Vedic knowledge tradition and
help the common people to
have a general understanding
of the ancient scriptures.

The portal hosted by the
Indira Gandhi National Centre
for the Arts will be launched
during the weeklong IGNCA
Foundation Day celebrations
that began on Sunday.

The IGNCA is celebrating
its 36th Foundation Day from
March 19 to 24 during which
different cultural programmes,
discussions and classical per-
formances will be organized at
its campus here. Member
Secretary, IGNCA, Dr

Sachchidanand Joshi said
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will inaugurate the Vedic
Heritage Portal and the event
will be attended by Culture
Minister G. Kishan Reddy.

“This portal will not only
help researchers to develop a
deeper understanding about
our Vedic knowledge tradition,
but also help common people
to have a general understand-
ing about the Vedas.Vedas and
Indian Knowledge system is
not static but contemporary,”
Dr Joshi said.  

He also informed that
IGNCA is working on a project
“Vrihattar Bharat” wherein the
cultural linkages of India with
40 other countries is being
compiled. Some of the coun-
tries of this project are
SouthEast Asian Nations like
Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos,
Mongolia and others.
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Mar Joseph Powathil, the
iconic Catholic priest

who was held in high esteem by
people cutting across religious
barriers, breathed his last on
Saturday afternoon. The 93-
year old Powathil was under-
going treatment for age related
issues in a private hospital at
Changanassery near Kottayam.

Designated as Crown of
the Church by Pope Benedict
XVI, Mar Powathil has played
significant role in Kerala’s polit-
ical, cultural and social life. 

It was Mar Powathil who
led the Church in setting up a
network of educational insti-
tutions which were all centres
of excellence. He led Church
from front in the Liberation
Struggle of 1959 when then
Communist Government of

Kerala tried in vain to usurp
the control of the Church’s
educational institutions.

Mar Powathil who retired
from administrative responsi-
bilities of the Archdiocese
when he completed seventy
years of age was the president
of Catholic Bishops Conference
of India (CBCI) during 1994-
1998 and had a  personal rap-
port with Pope Benedict XVI
for more than four decades. 

Kathua/Jammu: A magisteri-
al inquiry was started on
Sunday into the death of a
policeman shortly after his
arrest by the Central Bureau of
Investigation on corruption
charges in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua district, offi-
cials said.

Head Constable Mushtaq
Ahmad, a resident of Billawar,
was allegedly caught red-hand-
ed on Saturday while taking a
bribe of Rs 3000 at women
police station in Kathua, a few
hours before his death.

“On directions of deputy
commissioner, Kathua, we have
started magisterial probe into
death of policeman and will
submit our report in shortest
possible time,” Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Vishav
Partap Singh said.

Singh, who was tasked to
conduct magisterial inquiry,
supervised postmortem of
deceased by a board of doctors
at Government Medical
College (GMC) hospital on
Sunday. The body of deceased
was handed over to his family
for last rites after completion of
formalities, officials said. 

The relatives and neigh-
bours of  deceased policeman,
including his wife and two
children, were also present and
demanded registration of an
FIR against CBI in connection
with his death. PTI
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Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut on Sunday

alleged that Union Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju’s remarks
that a few retired judges are
part of an “anti-India gang” are
an attempt to pressure the
judiciary and threaten judges. 

Speaking at the India
Today Conclave in the nation-
al capital on Saturday, Rijiju
had claimed that a few retired
judges and some activists who
are “part of the anti-India
gang” are trying to make the
Indian judiciary play the role of
the opposition party. 

Reacting to the remarks
while talking to reporters here,
Raut said, “What kind of
democracy is this? Does it suit
a law minister to threaten the
judiciary? It is a threat to
judges who refuse to bow down
to the government and it’s an
attempt to pressure the judi-
ciary.” Criticising the govern-
ment doesn’t mean being
against the nation, Raut said.

The Shiv Sena (Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray) MP

also said that after Rahul
Gandhi spoke about the threats
to democracy in the country,
there is now a move to get the
Congress leader suspended
from the Lok Sabha. To a ques-

tion on the demand that
Gandhi should apologise for
his comments, Raut said,
“Rahul Gandhi will not apolo-
gise and why should he?”
“Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders have in fact spoken
against the country and its
political leaders on foreign
soil,” he charged. 

The BJP has been demand-
ing an apology from Rahul
Gandhi over his recent remarks
he made in London, in which
he alleged that the structures of
Indian democracy are under
attack and there is a “full-scale
assault” on the country’s insti-
tutions. 

The remarks triggered a
political slugfest, with the BJP
accusing him of maligning
India on foreign soil and seek-
ing foreign interventions, and
the Congress hitting back at the
ruling party by citing previous
instances of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi raising internal
politics abroad.

Srinagar: The Jammu and
Kashmir Police on Sunday said
action will be taken against
everyone involved in providing
perks and security cover to the
conman who posed as a PMO
official.

Kiran Bhai Patel from
Gujarat has been arrested by
police from a five-star hotel in
Srinagar for posing as an ‘addi-
tional secretary’ in the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) and
enjoying security cover besides
other hospitality. He had three
cases registered against him in
his home state. Interacting with

reporters on the sidelines of an
event here, the additional direc-
tor general of police (ADGP),
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar, said a
case has been registered in the
matter and investigations are
being conducted.

“When the Srinagar Police
got the information on March
2, the hotel was raided and the
man was caught red-handed.
Fake visiting cards were seized
from him and he was arrested
the same day after registration
of a case,” Kumar said. He said
Patel was in police remand for
14 days during which “a rigor-

ous interrogation was done,
and investigations were con-
ducted”. The Kashmir Police
chief said the force is also tak-
ing help from Gujarat police.

“He (Patel) is now in judi-
cial custody. Investigations are
being conducted professionally.
We are taking help from the
Gujarat police also. No one
will be spared,” Kumar added.
Asked how wasperson provid-
ed security on verbal orders
when there were directions
from MHA contrary to that, the
ADGP said police is investigat-
ing the lapse. PTI
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Seven years after the
Ahmedabad Municipal

Corporation (AMC) launched
a scheme offering incentives for
restoration and renovation of
2,692 privately-owned and
institutional buildings recog-
nised for their heritage value in
the walled city, the owners of
only 76 such structures have
come forward to avail of it so
far, an official said. 

The administration says
this tepid response could be
due to lack of awareness and
the time taken for the comple-
tion of paperwork required
for the process. 

These structures, a major-
ity of which are residential
buildings, give a distinct char-
acter to Ahmedabad as an
urban settlement that has sur-
vived continuously for six cen-
turies, and helped the city gain

recognition by UNESCO in
2017. 

The old walled city of
Ahmedabad is the first city in
the country to be inscribed on
UNESCO’s World Heritage
City list for 2017. “The AMC
conducted a survey between
2011-14 to select locally sig-
nificant social and architectural
buildings. Its purpose was to
help retain and nourish the cul-

tural values in the old city and
help Ahmedabad find a place
in tentative world heritage
nomination,” said Ashish
Trambadia, Director of the
civic body’s Heritage
Department. 

It was also the first time in
India that private buildings
were identified to be protected
by building regulations, and
mechanisms were created for

their protection, he said. These
2,692 structures, including 449
institutional and the remaining
privately-owned ones, were
identified and graded on the
basis of their “heritage value”
and a decision was taken to
offer transferable development
rights (TDR) to the owners as
an incentive for retention of the
heritage value of the structure
and make the process viable for
them, he said. 

“Since the TDR policy came
out in 2015-2016, and a single-
window system came into being
in 2019, the AMC received 76
applications from the owners of
these structures,” he said.  He
attributed the lower turnout to
various factors, including lack of
awareness, time taken in com-
pleting paperwork of ownership
of properties transferred from
generation to generation, and
reaching out to the actual own-
ers who have rented them, or

those who have retained the
buildings but moved elsewhere
to live.  To address the issue of
lack of awareness, the AMC
installed round plaques outside
the buildings, identifying them
on the basis of their grades and
giving the owners the pride that
they are residents of the world
heritage city, Trambadia said.
“Restoration is not the kind of
activity which everybody
envisages every year. 

There has to be a time gap
of 15-20 years for any major
restoration work,” he said. To
avail of the TDR, the private
owners have to approach the
AMC for permission for
restoration. The experts of the
city civic body guide them on
what they can and cannot do as
per the heritage value of the
structure. “We don’t want the
buildings to be frozen in time. 

There has to be a certain
upgrade, there has to be better

toilets, kitchens, but without
losing the heritage value. So we
do a balance while the per-
mission process is going on,” he
said. 

The financial incentive
offered is 50 per cent of the
land value of the total built-up
area of the building for grade-
1 and 2A structures. For other
grades, it is 30 per cent, little
less based on their architectural
values, he said. 

While not many have been
forthcoming to avail of the
incentive, there are people who
are passionate about the her-
itage buildings they own and
took up the restoration work in
earnest. Eighty nine-year-old
Suresh Shah moved into his
property three months after
India gained Independence.
Two years ago, he invested
lakhs of rupees to get it reno-
vated without compromising
on its heritage value. 
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With Assembly elections
round the corner, the

BJP is focused on the Old
Mysuru region, where signifi-
cant electoral gains are seen to
be crucial for the party to
come back to power in
Karnataka on its own.

For decades, the BJP has
struggled to spread its wings in
the Vokkaliga community-
dominated Old Mysuru region,
with the well entrenched JD(S)
and Congress holding sway. 

The region comprises
Ramanagara, Mandya, Mysuru,
Chamarajanagar, Kodagu,
Kolar, Tumakuru and Hassan

districts. JD(S) leader and for-
mer Chief Minister H D
Kumaraswamy and President
of the Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee (KPCC)
D K Shivakumar belong to this
community.

Among the 58 Assembly
seats in these districts, JD(S)
represents 24, Congress 18 and
BJP 15. 

The BJP also has the back-
ing of expelled BSP MLA N
Mahesh, who represents
Kollegal in Chamarajanagar
district. In the Vokkaliga heart-
land of Mandya district, the
JD(S) has six out of seven

MLAs, three of four MLAs in
Ramanagara and six of the
seven seats in Hassan. The
JD(S) has four out of 11 seats
in Mysuru, whereas the
Congress has four and BJP
three in this district.

The regional party also
has three seats in Tumakuru
but the party is wary about the
Gubbi MLA S R Srinivas who
allegedly voted in favour of the
BJP candidate during the Rajya
Sabha elections in June last
year. The BJP top brass has
acknowledged that improving
the electoral tally in this region
is key to regaining power on its

own steam. The party came to
power in Karnataka four times
and every time it emerged as
the single largest party but fell
short of the majority mark.

Twice, the party had to
allegedly resort to ‘Operation
Lotus’ to woo disgruntled
opposition members and form
a majority government.

The BJP, however, put up
an impressive show in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections, winning
25 of 28 seats.  Shivakumar’s
brother D K Suresh won from
Bengaluru Rural Lok Sabha
constituency and JD(S) supre-
mo and former prime minister
H D Deve Gowda’s grandson
Prajwal Revanna emerged vic-
torious in Hassan. To BJP’s
comfort, the party backed inde-
pendent candidate Sumalatha
Ambareesh won from Mandya
constituency, which had always
been a JD(S) citadel. The actor-
turned-politician Sumalatha
who defeated Deve Gowda’s

grandson and former Chief
Minister H D Kumaraswamy’s
son Nikhil Kumaraswamy in
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
extended her ‘full support’ to
the BJP on March 11, a day
ahead of Prime Minister’s visit
to Mandya to launch a slew of
projects including the most
ambitious one — Bengaluru-
Mysuru Expressway.

The inauguration could
have been done either in
Mysuru or Bengaluru, but the
Prime Minister opted for
Mandya. “The voters of
Mandya hardly get carried
away by emotional issues,” a
political analyst said.

The JD(S) suffered a blow
when the KR Pet MLA K C
Narayana Gowda ditched party
during the “Operation Lotus”
in 2019 and was among MLAs
who resigned from Assembly,
joined BJP and successfully
contested by-election on a BJP
ticket and became a minister. 
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Hundreds of visitors on
Sunday evening flocked

Asia’s largest Tulip garden over-
looking the world famous Dal
Lake after it was thrown open
by the Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha. 

Around 1.6 million tulips
of 68 varieties have been plant-
ed in the garden this year to
attract visitors. Lt-Governor
Manoj Sinha personally invit-
ed tourists from all over the
world to make a plan to witness
the sublime beauty of nature.

Addressing the gathering
of special invitees including
investors from UAE  during the

opening ceremony LG Manoj
Sinha said, “I invite people
from all over the world to visit
J&K and discover the mes-
merising beauty of 16 Lakh
tulip flowers & enjoy the warm
hospitality of our people”. 

He also directed the Vice
Chancellor of SKUAST
Kashmir to make arrange-
ments for growing Tulip’s plant-
ing material in J&K instead of
relying on imports. The effort
will ensure that J&K is able to
tap the Rs 400 crores market of
Tulips in the country, he added.

Sinha also patted the back
of gardeners and all others
who worked laboriously behind
the scene to decorate the 30

hectares of Tulip garden.
The Tourism department is

already expecting a heavy
tourist influx this year as com-
pared to last year. Last year, as
many as 3.66 lakh tourists
thronged the garden, which
was the highest ever. 

1.2 lakh tourists visited
the kashmir valley in the
month of February this year
raising hopes of hoteliers and
all other stakeholders of a
buoyant tourism season ahead.
The floriculture department
has expanded the channel to
the top of the garden. In addi-
tion, some fountains have been
set up in the garden to make it
more attractive. 
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi will embark on a

day’s visit to poll-bound
Karnataka on Monday to
attend the ‘Yuvakranti
Samavesha’ in Belagavi, the
party said.

In view of the Assembly
elections due by May, the for-
mer Congress president will
participate in the event at
Belagavi in northern
Karnataka, a party release said
on Sunday.  

As per his itinerary, Rahul
will arrive at Belagavi airport
around 11 am and he will fly
back to Delhi after the pro-

gramme. 
The Wayanad MP will also

hold a meeting with Congress
leaders during the ‘Yuvakranti
Samavesha’ in Belagavi, which
is scheduled on Monday after-
noon. 

Besides, Karnataka
Congress president D K

Shivakumar will participate in
the ‘Yuvakranti Samavesha’ in
Belagavi. The Congress leader
will then travel to Kunigal on
Tuesday where he will attend
‘Praja Dhwani’ event.

The Congress has
announced three poll ‘guaran-
tees’ — 200 units of free power
to all households (Gruha Jyoti),
Rs 2,000 monthly assistance to
the woman head of every fam-
ily (Gruha Lakshmi) and 10 kg
of rice free to every member of
a BPL household (Anna
Bhagya). Party leaders have
claimed that they will win
about 140 to 150 seats in the
224-member Assembly in the
forthcoming polls.
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Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee whose party has for

long been projecting her as a
Prime Ministerial candidate on
Sunday renewed her attack on
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
for failing the hopes of
Opposition unity saying Prime
Minister Narendra Modi would
remain undefeatable if Gandhi
stood opposite him.

Banerjee who was address-
ing her party men said that
“Rahul Gandhi is the biggest
TRP for the BJP,” and “till he pro-
jects himself as the face of the
Opposition … nothing can
defeat Narendra Modi.”

This was the reason why
Gandhi was always in the Centre
of saffron attack, she said. The
BJP was forever trying to target
Rahul Gandhi because “he is
their biggest bet and they want
him to remain in the leadership.

Still licking her wounds
from her party’s defeat in the
minority-dominated Sagardighi
Assembly by-elections where
the Congress backed by the Left
wrested back the seat from TMC
which has in 2021 elections
won the seat by a whopping
53,000 votes Banerjee trained her
guns at Pradesh Congress pres-
ident Adhir Chowdhury too
saying he was in the payroll of the
RSS. 

“Adhir Chowdhury is an
RSS pointsman who along with

the Left is misleading the minori-
ties to help the BJP … in this
dirty game a lot of money is
changing hands,” she said.

Sagardighi, in Murshidabad
district which accounts for about
65 percent of Muslim votes —
otherwise regarded as Banerjee’s
mainstay in Bengal — seemed to
have given the TMC the biggest
jolt in its 12-year rule sending a
message that its minority vote
base was on the decline.

In an apparent effort to play
on the minority feelings Banerjee
also raised the Citizenship
Amendment Act saying her
party would never allow the
CAA to happen in Bengal. She
told her party men to go to the
people with the message that
“Didi will never allow CAA to
take place in Bengal.” PCC pres-
ident Adhir Chowdhury imme-
diately hit back at the Chief
Minister slamming her for run-
ning a thoroughly corrupt gov-
ernment. “Her big leaders

including MLAS and even the
former number two in her
Cabinet is in jail on corruption
charges,” Chowdhury said
adding “the minorities who had
supported her wholeheartedly all
these years have not understood
that she is in reality a friend of
the RSS.” 

“Speaking about her com-
ments on Janpath he said, “she,
like the BJP is nervous about the
kind of support the Congress is
getting these days and the kind
of response the Bharat Jodo
Yatra got and the kind of defeat
that was handed out to her
party at Sagardighi and so she is
trying to break the opposition
unity by attacking Rahul
Gandhi.”

Meanwhile in a parallel
development an Asansol city
court on Sunday sent senior state
BJP leader and former Asansol
Mayor Jitendra Tewari to 8-
days police custody leading the
saffron outfit to bring out a mas-
sive city in the second city of
Bengal.

He was on Saturday arrest-
ed by Bengal Police from Noida.
Tewari is facing charges in a
stampede case where three per-
sons died during a blanket dis-
tribution programme arranged
by the BJP allegedly defying
police objections. “I have been
victimised and being sent to jail
… now you will see how many
TMC men go to jail in the sub-
sequent months,” Tewari said.
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Visva-Bharati university has
issued a notice to Nobel lau-

reate Amartya Sen asking him to
show cause why an eviction
order will not be issued against
him for not vacating a 13 deci-
mal plot he is allegedly occupy-
ing illegally.

The noted economist was
asked to reply to the notice by
March 24 and appear before
Ashok Mahato, the Joint
Registrar and Estate Officer of
the central university, personal-
ly or through a representative by
March 29 along with evidence in
support of Sen’s assertion that he
is not occupying any plot unau-
thorisedly. “In case you and
your authorised representative
fail to appear on the said date, the
case may be decided ex-parte,”
the notice said.

The 89-year-old Sen, who is
now abroad, or his family mem-
bers could not be contacted for
reaction. The university has
been claiming that Sen is in pos-
session of 1.38 acres of land on
the Santiniketan campus, which
is in excess of his legal entitle-
ment of 1.25 acres. The econo-
mist has earlier asserted that

most of the land he is holding in
the Santiniketan campus was
purchased from the market by
his father while some other plots
were taken on lease.

“I hereby call upon you to
show cause on or before March
24, 2023, why an order of evic-
tion should not be made against
you...,” the estate officer said in
the notice dated March 17, a
copy of which was made avail-
able to the media on Sunday.

Visva-Bharati had in past
two months sent three other mis-
sives to him reiterating that he
has been occupying public
premises illegally.  “I call upon
you to appear before me in per-
son or through a duly authorised
representative capable to answer
all material questions connected
with the matter, along with the
evidence which you intend to
produce in support of cause
shown, on March 29, 2023, at
4:45 pm for a personal hearing,”
Mahato said in the university’s
latest communication.
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Do you fall asleep
with your smart-
phone or laptop?
Or if you are
having trouble

sleeping, is it your smart-
phone that comes first in
mind that you look forward
to scrolling social media or
binge-watching movies? Or
do you depend on caffeine to
get you through the day? …
if the answer to the questions
stated is a clear Yes, then it’s
high time to look into the
matter as not getting enough
sleep or having poor sleep
quality has been linked to sev-
eral health problems such as
diabetes, blood pressure, car-
diovascular diseases, obesity
and other health conditions.

As an individual, we have
all grown up listening to the
famous Irish proverb “ A
good laugh and a long sleep
are the best cures in the doc-
tor’s book.” But when it comes
to today’s fast-moving techno-
logically digitally advanced
world, do we really adhere?

Today, technological
devices such as computers,
laptops, smartphones, note-
pads and many more have
become a crucial element in
an individual’s daily life in
terms of work and play but at

the same time, the time spent
on these devices is harming
sleep. According to the Nat-
ional Sleep Foundation, about
90 per cent of Americans reg-
ularly use their electronic
devices in the hour before
they go to bed. There is no
denying the fact that technol-
ogy has helped in facilitating
education, communication,
and entertainment but exces-
sive and regular usage of
these devices has interrupted
the sleeping patterns of an
individual. The devices used,
emit short wavelength artifi-
cial blue light, overexposure
of which results in difficulty
to fall and remain asleep.
Moreover, the blue light sup-
presses the body’s release of
natural melatonin — a hor-
mone that induces drowsi-
ness. Delaying its release
means spending more time
awake, daytime sleepiness,

poor performance at work,
anxiety, behavioural prob-
lems and above all greater dif-
ficulty in getting sleepy at
night which might even lead
to various diseases one being
Insomnia. Also, the use of
devices in the evening results
in delayed Rapid Eye
Movement (REM) sleep -the
stage of sleep most critical for
recovery, restoration of the
mind, creativity and problem-
solving skills.

Researchers from around
the world have studied that
sleep is an intricate and com-
plex mechanism. Duration,
Continuity and Depth of
sleep are the key elements for
good quality sleep. Adults
need at least 7 hours of sleep
while teens and young chil-
dren might need even more
as it helps them in their
growth and development.
What matters the most for the
individual is to have quality
sleep over quantity sleep. An
individual might get seven-
eight-hour of sleep but if that
sleep is not proper and sound
sleep then it will not only
affect the mood but might
even have a negative impact
on mental health and physi-
cal well-being. Consistent
sleep deprivation acts on the

body’s physical metabolism
resulting in weight gain.

Sleep is the golden chain
that connects the physical
and mental well-being of an
individual. It helps the body
to repair itself, strengthens the
immune system, consolidates
memories, improves cognitive
function and even regulates
hormones, unlike irregular
sleep which causes negative
impacts on health and well-
being. 

Adopting healthy mea-
sures such as turning off elec-
tronic devices at least an hour
before going to bed, reading
a book (no kindle) or a mag-
azine, stretching in the even-
ing before going to sleep, not
drinking alcohol before going
to bed, doing meditation,
spending family time are a
few ways through which an
individual can minimize it’s
screen time and feel much
relaxed. 

Only when an individual
gets adequate sleep will the
body be able to repair itself to
promote training adaptations
thereby impacting the moti-
vation and work ethics that
form the critical components
for an individual.

(The writer is a teacher at a
reputed school in Delhi)
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observing there are many regional parties
that are run by one family and there is
absolutely no freedom in the party except
for one leader. Justice Narasimha said that
there is no scope for anyone else to come
into the frame and the lawyer is interpret-
ing the constitution to say that it's just not
possible for any legislator.

Yash pal ralhan | Jalandhar
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Sir — Eutrophication is an ailment of the
ecosystem, a response to the addition of
artificial or natural nutrients such as
nitrates, potassium and phosphates
through fertilizer (sewage, industrial wastes
etc) that fertilize the aquatic ecosystem. It

is predominantly caused by the leaching of
phosphate and nitrates containing fertiliz-
ers from agricultural lands and industries
into lakes or rivers. The growth of green
algae on the lake surface layer is the physi-
cal identification of eutrophication which
not only makes aquatic plants and animals
perish but also makes water unfit for drink-
ing therefore awareness and prevention of
eutrophication is important and impera-
tive therefore the awareness program on
eutrophication has to be carried out by con-
cerned regime swiftly.

Vijaykumar HK | Raichur
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Sir — With the 2024-Parliamentary
Election in the offing, a ritualistic clarion
call for yet another Third Front of the like-
minded opposition parties, those thinking
of taking on the formidable BJP, is in the
air again even as a three-way scramble is
on among the Congress-led group, the
group led by the West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and her
Telangana counterpart K Chandrasekhar
Rao and the third group comprising Bihar
CM Nitish Kumar with 

Andhra Pradesh CM MK Stalin is on
board as they are separately working in this
regard. Being on the same page notwith-
standing, this group trio harbours reser-
vations over the Congress's presence in the
proposed Grand Alliance or the Third
Front.

On the sidelines of his party's two-day
national executive meet in Kolkata, former
UP Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav along
with his uncle Shivpal Yadav also visited
Trinamool Congress president Mamata
Banerjee at her Kolkata residence on
Friday where he cleared the air that the SP
would have no truck with the Congress
and, simultaneously, promised that his
party's friendship with them would con-
tinue. 

WB Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
also complained that on the one hand, the
grand old party leaders say that TMC has
links with the BJP and Adani while on the
other, they expect the TMC to join hands
with the Congress. At the end of the day,
one will have to wait and watch as to which
way this political cookie of the much-hyped
Third Front crumbles this time around!

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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Sir — The arguments in the Constitution
bench were completed by both factions of
Shiv Sena and the decision is reserved with-
out getting into the merits of the case I. 

I would like to mention here the com-
ments made by Justice P.S.Narasimha
Justice Narasimha remarked that such an
argument could sometimes be dangerous
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Arguably, this is one clue that
a mainstream Muslim is not a
natural businessman.

In the subcontinent, Mus-
lim wealth was more in the
land much less in business for
the same reason. But not many
Muslims notice this lacuna,
except the likes of Prof. Timur
Koran, an American scholar of
Turkish origin. But before we
come to him and his explana-
tions, one factor of taqlid
(orthodoxy) and its associated
effects needs to be factored in.
Education was not sufficient-
ly encouraged in the commu-
nity and certainly not among
its womenfolk. An uneducat-
ed mother is often unlikely to
realize the value of education.
And a less educated society is
unlikely to appreciate the value
of economic education. This,
in turn, causes a relative lack
of awareness of the importance
of business and industry.

Prof. Timur Kuran, a
scholar of Turkish origin and
professor of economics and
political science at Duke Uni-
versity, in his book The Long
Divergence: How Islamic Law
Held Back the Middle East,
tells us that in the year 1000,
the economy of the Middle
East was at least as advanced
as that of Europe. But by 1800,
the region had fallen dramat-
ically behind in living stan-
dards, technology, and eco-

nomic institutions. In short,
the Middle East had failed to
modernize economically as
the West surged ahead. Prof.
Kuran cites, the factors of
frozen waqf assets which carry
prohibitions of any change in
their inheritance, a dominant
medieval legal system, the fail-
ure to surmount weaknesses
and transformations that were
happening elsewhere and of
course, the mechanisms that
fuelled the ascent of the West,
as among the chief reasons that
kept the Middle East in a state
of political and economic
backwardness, and still contin-
ue to do so, the region’s oil
wealth notwithstanding, as its
flourishing was made possible
only with Western techno-
logical and managerial assis-
tance. Prof. Kuran’s analysis
concludes that several self-
enforcing elements of Islamic
law-contracting provisions,
inheritance system, and mar-
riage regulations—jointly con-
tributed to the stagnation of
the Middle East’s commercial
infrastructure.

Pakistani physicist Pervez
Hoodbhoy in his article in
Physics Today, published in
2007, laid out the stark reality
of education, particularly sci-
ence education in the world of
his faith. Islamic countries
(statistics of that year, though
things are qualitatively no bet-

ter today) have nine scientists,
engineers, and technicians per
thousand people, compared
with a world average of forty-
one. Of the (roughly) 1.6 bil-
lion Muslims in the world,
only two scientists have won
Nobel Prizes in science (one
for physics in 1979, the other
for chemistry in 1999). Let us
also take Pakistan’s case, which
is in dire economic straits
today. From 1951 to the 2020s,
the country received over $80
billion from the United States
alone, with aid from other
countries/agencies in the West
and its Middle Eastern patrons
being excluded. One would
naturally ask: where did all that
aid disappear, given the par-
lous condition in which
Pakistan today is?

One of the most far-reach-
ing consequences of Pakistan’s
wars with India in its futile
quest to wrest Kashmir has
been the wide-scale econom-
ic slowdown in that country.
The 1965 war ended whatev-
er economic growth Pakistan
had experienced during the
early 60s. Its defence spending
has risen to nearly 80% of its
GDP, leaving nothing for
development. 

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a

former member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed

are personal)
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National dailies have
reported that the
Hindu community
in Sind (Pakistan)
are going to organise

rallies that would converge on the
Sind Assembly building by the
end of the month. The objective
is to protest against the rising inci-
dence of forced religious conver-
sions, abductions and child mar-
riages of Hindus. The umbrella
organisation under whose aus-
pices this protest rally is to be held
in the Darawer Ittehad, whose
leader is Faqir Shiva Kuchi. That
such protest and rallies have to be
held clearly show that the
Pakistanis have not yet learnt their
lesson even after the acute eco-
nomic crisis they are undergoing.
Years ago, they could have discov-
ered that landless they changed
their ways, they would be head-
ed towards such a crisis.

If only Pakistan had paid heed
to sound common sense, on
which there is never any dearth
in the form of theses, literature
and articles, they would perhaps
have managed to escape the grip
of the crisis they are facing today.
Of all people, Qaid-e-Azam
Jinnah would have known this the
best; in his defence, one could say
that he was sick when indepen-
dence came in 1947 and died in
a year’s time. Otherwise, on the
aside, readers may certainly be
surprised to discover that the
blood of business flowed in his
veins. His grandfather was Premji
Meghji Thakkar, a Halai Lohana.
He was nothing if not a business-
man. Premjibhai found trading in
fish lucrative and gave up
Hinduism to convert to the
Ismaili Khoja sect of Islam since
the Lohanas were prejudiced
against fish. Not an inconsiderable
proportion of Halai Lohanas in
Saurashtra converted to Islam.
Similarly, Kutchi Lohanas con-
verted to the Sunni sect of Islam;
today, they are known as
Memons, who are Sunni. A sig-
nificant number of Brahmins of
north Gujarat, centred around
Siddhur became converts to Islam
and are known as Bohras. They
too developed a business aptitude.
Many among these three commu-
nities migrated to Pakistan.
Uncannily, 16 of the 22 big busi-
ness families of Pakistan in Field
Marshal Ayub Khan’s time were
from these three communities.

�������������������������

1����
�����
����
+�����
��������
�������+������
�<�������������

������������
��'�4��
����
��'��������
����������

'�
���
����#������#
���
������
����

��#
���������+������������
������	������
*���
�������#������
�#������,�
�����#�#
��
�����

�����=�)���!�:)
=#%4%�# �	�$
 ��:�>��� �:
�=�1#�	:)#�5:

�#%:��	)��	��	#
	��	):�=�)	��

>��:)�)���%�:)
�#:�!	%��#:

"����)����	��4
: #���� ���!	 

:��������	�
)�#)� ���)%?

"�'*+((�
+*.-'.

�')�,-��) ,'



��������	�
��������� ���
�����������

�/
���$��������	���$��� ���*���-���.���&���
����/ 0)�����&1��
����/ �
�����-���.���&���
���.

)�����)	%�
�#)	��

��#,���#
:	$���=

%��	�=<���%
"#��:�#%�
:#=�@�"�)

�#%��?�)��
��:)��#�
:�))���

:�!�)�	�$
$��:

:�%	��:�?
�%��$�ABBB
�!�#�#?�	�

:	�	 ��
,#���?

(The Author is a 
former Banker and
Senior Advisor with

Indian Banks
Association. Views

expressed are personal)

About a month back the Hinden-
burg story led to a series of
reports expressing concerns
and apprehensions about
Indian Banks’ exposure to a

particular business house. The strong
framework and resilience and of course the
recent gains of the Indian Banking sector
came under the radar. In no time the regu-
lator made a statement saying that the size
and robustness of the Indian banking sys-
tem are too large and strong to be affected
by a one-up incident. The banking sector
in India is stable, and the various key para-
meters of banks such as capital adequacy,
asset quality, liquidity, Provision coverage
and profitability are healthy, the RBI added.

The entire nation heaved a sigh of relief,
our banks are safe! But hardly the dust had
settled something goes seriously wrong
8000 km away in Silicon Valley. The 40 years
old Silicon Valley Bank (SVB), the 16th lar-
gest in the US, collapses. And subsequent-
ly, one more the Signature Bank (SB) too.
As if this was not enough, we have anoth-
er crisis. Credit Suisse, a global investment
bank and financial services firm based in
Zurich Switzerland is in news. Their shares
closed lower by over 30 per cent on 15th
March. 

How do we read these developments?
Let us start with SVB.

The fact remains that both SVB and SB
failed at an enormous speed. Their failure
in US banking history is two of the three
biggest, the third being collapse of
Washington Mutual in 2008. How could
this happen? Although there are 08 types
of core risks in banks viz Credit, Interest
Market, Liquidity, Operational, Compli-
ance/Governance and Reputational. SVB's
failure had much to do with the Interest and
Liquidity risk.

Interest Risk: A bank faces interest risk
when the rates increase rapidly within a
short period. This is what has happened in
the US since March 2022. The Federal
Reserve has been aggressively raising the
rates. It has already done that by 4.5 per cent
and it is likely the rate, which is now at 4.75
per cent, may reach 6 per cent soon to curb
high inflation in the country. As a natural
corollary, the yield on debt goes up com-
mensurately. As the yield on security goes
up the prices come down. SVB had a mas-
sive share of its assets,55 per cent, invest-
ed in fixed-income securities.

Of course, interest rate risk leading to
a drop in the market value of bonds is not
a cause of concern as long as the owner can
afford to hold on to it until maturity, hold
till maturity (HTM). At that point, it can
well collect the original face value without
realizing any loss. The unrealized loss stays
hidden in the bank's balance sheet and dis-
appears over time. But if the owner has to
sell the security before its maturity at a time
when the market value is less the unreal-
ized loss becomes an actual loss.

The SVB was forced to be in the latter
situation. As there was mounting pressure
from its customers to withdraw their
deposits to meet their cash shortfalls SVB
had to sell a substantial amount of its bond
portfolio at a heavy loss. This brings us to
a liquidity risk which is an after-effect of
interest rate risk.

Liquidity Risk is the risk that a bank will
not be able to meet its obligations when they
become due without incurring losses.
Customers of SVB were withdrawing their
deposits beyond what it could pay using its
cash reserves. So, to help meet its obliga-
tions the bank decided to sell $21 billion

of its securities at a loss of @1.8 bil-
lion. The drain on equity capital led
the lender to raise over $2 billion in
new capital. The call to raise equi-
ty capital sent shock waves and led
to a loss of confidence in the bank.
This triggered more withdrawal.

A bank run like this can cause
even a healthy bank to go bankrupt.
This has happened in India also on
a couple of occasions. In the digi-
tal age, it is even more possible
because people can well withdraw
money from their homes also. The
Signature bank too faced a similar
problem, as the SVB collapse
prompted many of its customers to
withdraw their deposits out of a
similar concern over liquidity risk.
The deposits of SVB and SB were
uninsured to the extent of appx 90
per cent adds another dangerous
dimension to the whole issue. 

Even as the business model of
SVB was different from that of
Indian Banks in as much as the for-
mer’s resources came more from the
corporate sector whereas in India it
is the retail/household who con-
tribute to the deposits of the bank-
ing system to the extent of 63 per
cent. These deposits are sticker
with a duration from 6 months to
five years and people do not move
to G- sec quickly. On the assets, side
loans are approx. 65 per cent of
assets and investments 25 per cent.
Besides, G-Secs from 18 per cent of
total assets for private sector banks
(PVBs)and 22 per cent for Public
Sector Banks (PSBs). The invest-
ment pattern is also different. In

India, out of every 100 rupees
invested by banks, 65 rupees go to
loans and 25 rupees towards bonds
and other debt instruments. SVB
had invested heavily in bonds/long-
term securities to the extent of 55
per cent.

Credit Suisse: The shares of
Credit Suisse hit an all-time low on
15th March leaving financial mar-
kets all over the world feeling dis-
tinctly uneasy. However, following
the throwing of a lifeline by Swiss
National Bank a $54.5 billion life
line to credit Suisse the shares have
bounced back.

The move from the Swiss
Central Bank comes just days after
the US regulators had to take con-
trol of SVB and SB. HSBC took over
the UK Arm of SVB for a nominal
value. So, these are signs of turbu-
lence in the global financial system.
Cracks have indeed appeared in the
financial pipes and will they burst
as they did fifteen years ago?

The famous economist Nouriel
Roubini, nicknamed” Dr Doom” for
his usually pessimistic and some-
times correct predictions argues
Credit Suisse could be another
Lehman Brothers; too big to fail, too
big to save. Larry Fink, the founder
of the world’s biggest asset manag-
er, BlackRock, says we may be in for
a “slow-rolling crisis which could see
hundreds of small banks go bust in
the US, like the savings and loan cri-
sis of the 1980s. But one thing is
clear international regulators have
learned from the last crisis that
speed is of the essence, which is just

as well. The US federal and Bank of
England have indeed acted swiftly
to find a solution.

These outbreaks of instability
make it clear that when you reverse
nearly 15 years of close to zero inter-
est rate, as has happened in US and
UK too suddenly things can break
and we had an SVB and SB collapse.
But it will not be a reality that the
central bank ambulance will always
arrive and will arrive in time
whether in the West or the East.

SVB collapse is a textbook case
of Asset-Liability mismatch- where
short-term money is put to long-
term use. This is reminiscent of
what happened to the Indian mutu-
al fund industry soon after the
IL&FS crisis when various debt
schemes invested short-term money
into illiquid papers. The Global
Trust Bank which failed and was
merged with one of the PSBs in 2004
enthusiastically played in the capi-
tal market much beyond the statu-
tory levels set by the regulators. It
was involved in the stock market
scam of 2001. Against the backdrop
of Oscar awards after a long gap and
at a time when the banks in India
are gaining traction & about to end
up with the best performance in a
decade this fiscal and also when our
governor has been awarded the
“Governor of the Year” award for
2023 by the international publica-
tion Central Banking what is the
Mantra. It is time for the continu-
ation of quick action by the regula-
tor and time for liberalization mixed
with more regulations.
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Rheumatoid arthritis
(RA) is a common infla-
mmatory disease of the

joints. It affects multiple joints,
mainly small joints of the
hands and wrists but also larg-
er ones. It causes painful joints
with stiffness that is typically
more in the morning and pro-
gresses with time causing joint
deformities and, ultimately, a
crippling state. Effective treat-
ments are available and there-
fore, early diagnosis and reg-
ular treatment with monitor-
ing of disease activity are
important to limit or prevent
permanent damage.
Can Rheumatoid Arthritis
cause lung disease?

RA is more than just a
joint disease. The inflamma-
tory process also affects seve-
ral other parts of the body. The
most frequently affected are

the lungs, besides skin, eyes,
digestive system, heart, and
blood vessels. The lung condi-
tions that occur in patients
with RA are of several types.
More than 25% of patients
with RA will eventually devel-
op lung conditions and dis-
eases in their lifetime. If all
patients with RA are screened
for lung disease, even when
there are no lung symptoms,
more than half are found to
have evidence of lung involve-
ment.

Lung disease is next only
to cardiac disease and cancer
as the cause of death in patients
with RA. Lung disease due to
RA is a major contributor to a
poorer quality of life besides
mortality. Most often, lung dis-
ease follows joint involvement
but rarely, RA may start as a
lung disease and joint manifes-

tations may follow later.
Lung diseases caused RA
The most common lung dis-
ease caused by rheumatoid
arthritis is a shrinkage of the
lungs, called Interstitial Lung
Disease (ILD). Other lung
conditions and diseases that
can occur in RA include pul-
monary nodules (one or more
rounded masses of tissue, of
various sizes, confusing the
possibility of lung cancer),
pleural effusion (protein-rich
fluid in the sac around the
lungs), pleural thickening,
bronchiectasis (dilatation of
lung airways causing pooling
of secretions and lung infec-
tions), bronchiolitis (narrow-
ing of airways deep in the
lung), pulmonary hyperten-
sion (high blood pressure in
lung arteries) and increased
tendency for lung infections

like pneumonia. The drugs
that are used to treat RA in
general suppress immunity
increasing the risk of lung
infections.
What is an Interstitial Lung
Disease?

ILDs are a group of condi-
tions with diverse causations
having in common a reduction
in lung size due to fibrosis that
usually worsens with time.
RA is one of the more com-
mon causes of an ILD. There
are several types of ILD pat-
terns and treatment, progno-
sis and natural history differ
according to the ILD pattern.

A patient with ILD devel-
ops breathlessness on exertion,
initially on running or walking
fast, especially up an incline. It
progresses with time and, ulti-
mately, even activities of daily
living such as dressing, taking

a bath, or even taking food
cause breathlessness. The oxy-
gen levels in the blood de-
crease, in the early stages of
exertion, and later, even at rest.
These patients require home
oxygen to keep their oxygen in
the normal range. Dry cough
is the other major symptom.
Males, smokers, those with a
long history of joint disease,
more active joint disease, and
older age are more prone to
develop ILD but many patients
of RA with none of these risk
factors can also develop ILD.

ILD is diagnosed by fea-
tures on chest examination,
breathing tests called spirom-
etry and diffusion capacity, and
imaging including a plain
chest radiograph and a high-
resolution computed tomo-
gram (HRCT) of the chest that
provides the clue to the pattern

of ILD. 
The treatments for other

lung diseases due to RA
Management of a large pleur-
al effusion would require
drainage with a chest tube or
a video-assisted thoracoscopy
which is a minimal-access
surgery. Treatment of lung
infections requires appropriate
antibiotics. Narrowing of lung
airways requires inhaled med-
icines.  

Apart from drugs, breath-
ing exercises, and nutritional
supplementation as required
are given as part of what is
called pulmonary rehabilita-
tion. This reduces breathless-
ness and improves exercise tol-
erance. The last resort for
extensively scarred lungs is
lung transplantation, a highly
specialized and expensive
surgery, now increasingly

available in different cities in
India.

It is very important to
give up smoking as well as
avoid passive exposure and
avoid exposure to air pollution.
These patients are advised to
get timely vaccination against
influenza and pneumonia.
Patients are encouraged to
talk with their physician to
make sure that the medications
are optimal for their joint
symptoms, side effects are
managed, and that their lung
health is monitored for early
diagnosis and prompt
action.Once you are diag-
nosed to have RA, an assess-
ment for the presence of lung
disease is advisable as early
lung disease may not pro-
duce any symptoms. Early
diagnosis holds the best
promise for a good response.
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Pakistani police on Sunday
registered a terrorism case

against Imran Khan and over
a dozen PTI leaders for
indulging in vandalism, attack-
ing security personnel and cre-
ating unrest outside the judicial
complex here ahead of a court
hearing in a graft case involv-
ing the ousted premier.

Clashes erupted outside
the Islamabad Judicial
Complex on Saturday when
Khan arrived in Islamabad
from Lahore to attend a much-
awaited hearing in the
Toshakhana case. During the
confrontation between
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
workers and police, over 25
security personnel were
injured, prompting Additional
District and Sessions Judge
Zafar Iqbal to defer the court
hearing till March 30. The case
was registered against arrested
PTI workers and wanted party
leaders. About 17 PTI leaders
were named in the FIR lodged
by the Islamabad Police, Geo
News reported.

The FIR states that the
workers damaged the police
check post and the main gate
of the judicial complex, it said.
As many as 18 people were
arrested for arson, pelting
stones and breaking the judicial
complex’s building, said the
FIR. “About two police vehicles
and seven motorcycles were
burned, and the official vehicle
of the station house officer
(SHO) was damaged,” it added.

Khan, 70, arrived in
Islamabad from Lahore to
appear before the court. He was
accompanied by his supporters
in a convoy. Soon after he
departed for Islamabad to
attend the hearing, over 10,000
armed Punjab police personnel
stormed Khan’s Zaman Park
residence in Lahore and arrest-
ed dozens of his party workers.

The police personnel, using
a power shovel, removed the

barricades and tents at the
entrance of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
chief ’s residence and evicted
hundreds of his supporters
camping there to prevent
Khan’s arrest in the Toshakhana
case. They conducted a search
at the house after demolishing

its main gate and walls. Punjab
Police, whose action ended
later, were reportedly met with
resistance from PTI workers
from inside, resulting in vio-
lence. About 10 workers were
reportedly injured in the police
operation in Lahore.

PTI leader Fawad

Chaudhry said on Sunday said
the party will get cases regis-
tered against police officers
involved in the “illegal opera-
tions” and violence at Khan’s
residence. “Today, a meeting of
the legal team has been called.
The way in which the police
defied the Lahore High Court’s
decision entering Imran Khan‘s
residence has trampled every
rule of the home’s sanctity.
[things were] stolen. [They]
also took away juice boxes.
Innocent people were subject-
ed to torture,” he tweeted.

“Defying court order is
unforgivable. The high court
should guard its judgment.
Cases are being registered on all
police officers who conducted
illegal operations and were
involved in violence,” he said.
Earlier, Khan appeared before
Lahore High Court on Friday
and assured that he was ready to
present himself on Saturday
before Additional District and
Sessions Judge (ADSJ) Iqbal
handling the corruption case
against him. The PTI chief has
been in the dock for buying gifts,
including an expensive Graff
wristwatch, he had received as
the premier at a discounted
price from the state depository
called Toshakhana and selling
them for profit. Established in
1974, the Toshakhana is a
department under the adminis-
trative control of the Cabinet
Division and stores precious
gifts given to rulers, parliamen-
tarians, bureaucrats, and officials
by heads of other governments
and states and foreign 
dignitaries.

The cricketer-turned-
politician was disqualified by
the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) in October last
year for not sharing details of
the sales. The top electoral
body later filed a complaint
with the district court to pun-
ish him, under criminal laws,
for selling the gifts he had
received as prime minister of
the country. 

Podgorica (AP): Voters in
Montenegro are casting bal-
lots on Sunday in a presiden-
tial election marked by polit-
ical turmoil and uncertainty
over whether the small NATO
member state in the Balkans
will unblock its bid to join the
European Union or instead
seek to improve ties with
Serbia and Russia.Analysts
predict that the first round of
Montenegro’s presidential
election will not produce a
clear winner and that incum-
bent Milo Djukanovic, 61,
will face one of several chal-
lengers in a runoff vote in two
weeks. 

Though the presidency is
largely ceremonial  in
Montenegro, the ballot is seen
as a key indicator of popular
sentiment ahead of a parlia-
mentary election set for June
11.“I don’t plan to lose this
election and it can be expect-
ed that I lead my party at the
parliamentar y vote,”
Djukanovic said after casting
his ballot. 

“I believe there will be a
runoff ... and that we will have
a fair duel. I am convinced of
my superiority.”Djukanovic’s
opponents include a leader of

the staunchly pro-Serbia and
pro-Russia Popular Front
party, Andrija Mandic, econ-
omist Jakov Milatovic of the
newly formed Europe Now
group and former parliament
speaker Aleksa Becic.

Observers say Milatovic,
who served in the govern-
ment elected after the 2020
parliamentary vote but later
split from the ruling coalition,
may stand the best chance of
making it into the runoff
against Djukanovic. 

Milatovic said after he
case his  bal lot  that
Djukanovic symbolizes “divi-
sive policies of the past,” and
that the vote is crucial for a
future Montenegro that will
be “richer, more just, more
beautiful and more equal.”

Mandic said Djukanovic’s
removal from the presidency
is the last step toward a full
change of power. Djukanovic
and his Democratic Party of
Socialists led Montenegro to
independence from Serbia in
2006, and defied Russia to
join NATO in 2017.  An
alliance dominated by parties
seeking closer ties with Serbia
and Russia ousted DPS from
power in 2020.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has said that her country’s

first cross-border oil pipeline
with India will play a vital role in
ensuring fuel security in
Bangladesh at a time when the
world was facing a serious ener-
gy crisis due to the Ukraine
war.Hasina said this while virtu-
ally inaugurating with her Indian
counterpart Narendra Modi the
131.5-km Bangladesh-India
Friendship Pipeline’ on Saturday.

Terming India a “true
friend” of Bangladesh, Hasina
said she wanted this friendship
to remain intact. The pipeline
costing Rs 377 crore is part of
energy sector cooperation
between the two neighbouring
countries through which
Bangladesh will import petrole-
um, especially diesel from
India.“When many countries
across the world are on the
verge of a fuel crisis due to the
Russia-Ukraine war at that time
this pipeline will play a vital role
in ensuring the fuel security of
our people,” Hasina said.“The
friendship pipeline is a milestone
achievement in cooperation for

the development between the
two friendly countries,” she said.

“Apart from ensuring fuel
security, the pipeline will increase
economic growth,” she
said.Hasina said the time and
expenditure for importing diesel
from India will be reduced sig-
nificantly by this pipeline.“We
have settled all our bilateral
problems one by one... We are
getting cooperation for our
development from India,” she
was quoted as saying by the state-
run United News of Bangladesh.

“We’re importing 1160MW
of power from India. Some
more regional and bilateral ini-
tiatives in the power sector are
under implementation. Our

cooperation to this end will be
deep-rooted in the days to come,”
she added.“We will work joint-
ly in the national and interna-
tional arena. The historic and
geographical bond will further
consolidate the relations between
Bangladesh and India,” she
said.Hasina also invited Indian
investors to invest in her coun-
try. Modi also spoke at the event
joining from his office. He said
the pipeline will start a new chap-
ter in India-Bangladesh rela-
tions.“The pipeline will aid faster
development of Bangladesh and
will be an excellent example of
increasing connectivity between
the two countries,” he said.

The pipeline will run from
the Siliguri-based marketing ter-
minal of the Numaligarh
Refinery Limited (NRL) to the
Parbatipur depot of Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation (BPC). 

According to the deal, India
will send 200,000 tonnes of oil
annually in the first three years,
300,000 tonnes per annum in the
next three years, 500,000 tonnes
annually in the next four years
and 1 million tonnes annually
afterwards, bdnews24.com
reported.
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At least 19 people were killed
and 30 others injured on

Sunday when a speeding bus
crashed into a ditch in
Bangladesh, officials said.

The Dhaka-bound bus
operated by Emad Paribahan
veered out of control on the
Bangabandhu Expressway at
7.45 am in Madaripur’s
Shibchar, Police
Superintendent Md Masud
Alam said. The bodies of 14
people have been recovered
from the spot, according to
Madaripur Deputy
Commissioner Rahima
Khatun. She said that three oth-
ers died on their way to hospi-
tals. The injured, many in crit-
ical condition, were shifted to
Shibchar Upazila Health
Complex and Dhaka Medical
College Hospital for treatment,
she said.

The on-duty doctor at the
DMCH declared two more
dead. Many of the victims were
from Madaripur as the bus
from Khulna took passengers
aboard in Madaripur.

“It is believed that the bus
went out of control after one of
its tyres was punctured. The
front to mid portions of the bus
sustained severe damage after
the vehicle fell into the ditch,”

said Shiplu Ahmed, deputy
assistant director of the Fire
Service and Civil Defence in
Faridpur.

“The accident tumbled the
bus some 30 feet into the
ditch,” a local journalist told
PTI from Shibchar, the scene of
the accident which is nearly 80
kilimetres from Dhaka.

SP Md Masud Alam said
it was the gravest accident on
the expressway since the launch
of the Padma Bridge. “The
bus accident is believed to
have been caused by technical
issues and speeding.”

The official said the process
of handing over dead bodies
was underway. A committee
has been formed to investigate
the incident and it will submit
its report within two days,
Khatun said.

The families of the dead
will get Tk 25,000 each from
the government to meet burial
and other costs and the injured
will receive Tk 5,000 each, she
added. According to a report in
the Daily Star, the bus was
operating without any clear-
ance for three months.

The fitness clearance of
the vehicle — Dhaka Metro Ba-
15-3348 — expired in January
this year, sources at Bangladesh
Road Transport Authority
(BRTA) told the paper.

The bus, however, had a
valid route permit and tax
token, the sources said.

Meanwhile, the Highway
Police suspected that speeding
may have been one of the rea-
sons behind the accident.

“We think the bus was
speeding and the driver could
not control the bus after one of
its tyres leaked,” said Taimur
Islam, officer-in-charge of
Bhanga Highway Police
Station, who rushed to the
spot after the accident.

“Everything will be
revealed after investigation,”
he said, adding that speeding
was rampant on this express-
way, particularly in the area
where the accident took place.

Md Sabuj Khan, the
counter man of the
Shonadanga bus counter, told
the newspaper that the Emad
Paribahan bus left for Dhaka
with more than 43 passengers.

Road accidents are com-
mon in Bangladesh due to old
and badly maintained vehicles
and roads, as well as poorly
trained drivers. The South
Asian country is one of the
countries having worst road
crash records. According to
Bangladeshi Passengers’
Welfare Association, a record
9,951 people were killed in road
accidents last year.
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Israeli and Palestinian officials
were meeting on Sunday in

the Egyptian resort town of
Sharm el-Sheikh in a bid to
ease tensions between the sides
and rein in a spiral of violence
ahead of a sensitive holiday
period beginning this week. 

But as the talks continued,
Israeli officials said two people
were wounded, one seriously,
in a West Bank shooting attack
that immediately raised ques-
tions about the prospects for
the new talks.The meeting was
the second attempt by the
sides, shepherded by regional
allies Egypt and Jordan as well
as the US, to end a year-long
spasm of violence that has
seen more than 200
Palestinians killed by Israeli fire
and more than 40 Israelis or
foreigners killed in Palestinian
attacks. 

Whatever progress
emerged out of the previous
meeting in Jordan late last
month, which ended with
pledges to de-escalate tensions,
was quickly derailed when a
new burst of violence erupted
on the same day.  A Palestinian

gunman shot and killed two
Israelis in the occupied West
Bank and Jewish settlers in
response rampaged in a
Palestinian town, destroying
property and leading to the
death of one Palestinian.

Sunday’s shooting occurred
in the same town — Hawara —
as last month’s violence. Israeli
medics said a car was hit by
gunfire — seriously wounding
an Israeli man and and lightly
wounding his wife. The Israeli
army said it shot a suspected
Palestinian gunman, though
his condition wasn’t immedi-
ately known.

Bloodshed has been surg-
ing since last month’s meeting
in Jordan, making expecta-
tions for the second installment
low. Sunday’s shooting further
lowered those expectations.
Still, mediators want to ease
tensions ahead of the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan, which
begins this week and which
coincides next month with the
Jewish holiday of Passover. 

Ahmed Abu Zaid, a
spokesman for the Egyptian
foreign ministry, said Sunday’s
meeting would be attended by
“high-level political and secu-

rity officials” from each side, as
well as from Egypt, Jordan
and the US. He wrote on
Twitter that the talks are part
of efforts to achieve and sup-
port calm between Israel and
the Palestinians.Abu Zaid said
regional and international par-
ticipation in the meeting aims
at establishing “mechanisms” to
follow and activate what the
parties agree on, but provided
no additional details. 

Sunday’s talks are part of
efforts to support “dialogue
between the Palestinian and
Israeli sides to work towards
ceasing unilateral measures
and escalation, and to break the
existing cycle of violence and
achieve calm,” he said.Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu made no mention
of the summit in his weekly
Cabinet meeting. Palestinian
official Hussein al-Sheikh
tweeted that the meeting was
meant to “demand an end to
this continuous Israeli aggres-
sion against us.” 

There was no immediate
comment from Israel on the
meeting, but Israeli media said
senior security officials were set
to attend.

1���
�
��
����
����
'�

�
��+���
�����
����
��
Kathmandu (PTI): Nepal
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ on Sunday
exuded confidence that he will
comfortably win a vote of con-
fidence in the House of
Representatives on Monday.
Prachanda requires to seek a
vote of confidence as two par-
ties in the seven-party alliance
- Rastriya Prajatantra Party
and CPN-UML - withdrew
support to the government.
They refused to endorse
Prachanda’s proposal to back
Nepali Congress leader
Ramchandra Paudel for the
post of president.

Prachanda comfortably
passed the floor test on January
10 with 268 votes in the 275-
member House of
Representatives (HoR), after all
parties except the Nepal
Workers and Peasants Party
and the Rastriya Janamorcha
voted in favour of the govern-
ment.Talking to reporters after
coming out of Parliament
building, Prime Minister
Prachanda said that he hopes
to get all the votes on Monday.
“Last time, I received support
from 99 per cent members of
the House of Representatives,
and I hope, this time I will get
one hundred per cent votes,” he
said. Earlier, the prime minis-
ter told the alliance partners
that he would go for a floor test
on March 20.

The partners of the 10-
party alliance are CPN-Maoist
Centre, Nepali Congress, CPN
(Unified Socialist), Janata
Samajwadi Party-Nepal,
Janamat Party, Rastriya Jan
Morcha, Nagarik Unmukti
Party, Janata Samajwadi Party-
Nepal, Loktantrik Samajwadi
Party-Nepal, Nepal Samajwadi
Party and Aam Janata
Party.The Nepali Congress, the
largest party in the HoR, has
decided to vote in favour of
Prachanda on Monday and
join the government after the
vote of confidence is passed.
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Millions of fish have washed
up dead in southeastern

Australia in a die-off that
authorities and scientists say is
caused by floods and hot
weather. The Department of
Primary Industries in New
South Wales state said the fish
deaths coincided with a heat
wave that put stress on a system
that has experienced extreme
conditions from wide-scale
flooding. The deaths were like-
ly caused by low oxygen levels
as floods recede, a situation
made worse by fish needing
more oxygen because of the
warmer weather, the depart-
ment said.

Residents of the Outback
town of Menindee complained
of a terrible smell from the
dead fish. “We’ve just sort of
started to clean up, and then
this has happened, and that’s
sort of you’re walking around
in a dried-up mess and then

you’re smelling this putrid
smell. 

It’s a terrible smell and
horrible to see all those dead
fish,” said Jan Dening, a local.

Nature photographer
Geoff Looney found huge clus-
ters of dead fish near the main
weir in Menindee on Thursday
evening. “The stink was terri-
ble. I nearly had to put a mask
on,” Looney said. 

“I was worried about my
own health. That water right in
the top comes down to our
pumping station for the town.
People north of Menindee say
there’s cod and perch floating

down the river everywhere.”
Mass kills have been

reported on the Darling-Baaka
River in recent weeks. 

Tens of thousands of fish
were found at the same spot in
late February, while there have
been several reports of dead
fish downstream toward
Pooncarie, near the borders of
South Australia and Victoria
states.

Enormous fish kills
occurred on the river at
Menindee during severe
drought conditions in late 2018
and early 2019, with locals
estimating millions of deaths. 
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Lahore (PTI): Pakistan’s oust-
ed prime minister Imran
Khan has vowed to take legal
action against the security
officials involved in a raid on
his Zaman Park residence
here and brutal beating of his
party workers during the
search operation.

While Khan was in
Islamabad to mark his pres-
ence at a court on Saturday,
over 10,000 armed Punjab
police personnel launched a
major operation at his Zaman
Park residence and arrested
dozens of his supporters.
Police claimed to have seized
weapons and petrol bombs

from Khan’s house. Khan’s
supporters managed to take
control of his residence late
Saturday night when the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman returned from
Islamabad after attending the
hearing in the Toshakhana
case. Heavy machinery was
used by the Punjab police to
break into Khan’s residence.
Khan’s wife - Bushra Bibi - was
present in the house during
the police raid. 

The 70-year-old former
prime minister said that he
would take legal action against
the violation of the sanctity of
the veil and the household.
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California:  Mysterious
streaks of light were seen in
the sky in the Sacramento
area on Friday night, shock-
ing St. Patrick’s Day revellers
who then posted videos on
social media of the surprising
sight.   Jaime Hernandez was
at the King Cong Brewing
Company in Sacramento for
a St. Patrick’s Day celebration
when some among the group
noticed the lights. Hernandez
quickly began filming. It was
over in about 40 seconds, he
said on Saturday.

“Mainly, we were in
shock, but amazed that we got
to witness it,” Hernandez said
in an email. “None of us had
ever seen anything like it.”

The brewery owner post-
ed Hernandez’s video to
Instagram, asking if anyone
could solve the mystery.
Jonathan McDowell says he
can.  McDowell  is  an
astronomer at the Harvard-
Smithsonian Centre for
Astrophysics. McDowell said

Saturday in an interview with
The Associated Press that he’s
99.9 per cent confident the
streaks of light were from
burning space debris.

McDowell said that a
Japanese communications
package that relayed informa-
tion from the International
Space Station to a communi-
cations satellite and then back
to Earth became obsolete in
2017 when the satellite was
retired. 

The equipment, weighing
310 kilograms (683 pounds),
was jettisoned from the space
station in 2020 because it
was taking up valuable space
and would burn up com-
pletely upon reentr y,
McDowell added.

The f laming bits of
wreckage created a “spectac-
ular light show in the sky”,
McDowell said. 

He estimated the debris
was about 40 miles high,
going thousands of miles per
hour.  AP
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Tel Aviv :  Israeli  Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
urged the military’s chief of
staff on Sunday to contain a
wave of protest from within
the ranks over a contentious
government plan to overhaul
the judiciary. 

Netanyahu’s remarks
come as Israel is embroiled
in a major crisis that has sent
tens of thousands of people
into the streets protesting
every week for the last two
months. 

The divide over
Netanyahu’s plans to change
the legal system has not spared
the country’s military, its most
trusted institution, where many
reservists have pledged not to
show up for duty under what
they see as impending regime
change. 

Starting Sunday, more than
700 elite officers from the Air
Force, special forces, and
Mossad said they would stop
volunteering for duty.  The typ-

ically taboo talk of refusal to
serve in a military that is
compulsory for most Jews and
is highly respected by the
Jewish majority underlines
how deeply the overhaul plan
has divided Israel.

Netanyahu has rejected a
compromise plan proposed
by the country’s ceremonial
president meant to defuse the
crisis. 

He made no mention of
reaching an agreement with
opponents during the remarks
to his Cabinet, instead saying
he would not accept “anarchy,”
listing off demands that his
security chiefs rein in road
blockages by protesters, incite-
ment against him and his
ministers and the refusal to
serve by a growing number of
reservists.  

“I expect from the military
chief of staff and the heads of
the branches of the security
services to aggressively com-
bat the refusal to serve. 
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Paris (AP): A smattering of
protests against President
Emmanuel Macron’s plan to
raise France’s retirement age
from 62 to 64 took place
Saturday in Paris and beyond, as
uncollected garbage continued to
reek in the streets of the French
capital amid a strike by sanitation
workers. Largely non-violent
protests were held in various
cities, including Nantes and
Marseille, where protesters got
past police to occupy the main
train station for around 15 min-
utes. In the eastern city of
Besancon, hundreds of demon-
strators lit a brazier and burned
voter cards. In Paris, an eerie
calm returned to most of the
French capital after two consec-
utive nights of unrest. Police
banned gatherings on the
Champs-Elysées avenue  where
protesters tossed an effigy of
Macron into a bonfire as a
crowd cheered Friday night.



��������	�
���������� ���
����������� 3������5

	�����/����������
�
���� �?	,

Russian President Vladimir
Putin has visited the occu-

pied port city of Mariupol, his
first trip to the Ukrainian terri-
tory that Moscow illegally
annexed in September. Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
that Putin arrived in Mariupol
late Saturday after visiting
Crimea, a short distance south-
west of Mariupol, to mark the
ninth anniversary of the Black
Sea peninsula’s annexation from
Ukraine. Mariupol became a
worldwide symbol of defiance
after outgunned and outmanned
Ukrainian forces held out in a
steel mill there for nearly three
months before Moscow finally
took control of it in May.

The visits, during which
Putin was shown chatting with
local residents in Mariupol and
visiting an art school and a chil-
dren’s center in Crimea, were a
show of defiance by the Russian
leader two days after a court
issued a warrant for his arrest on
war crimes charges.  Putin has
not commented on the arrest
warrant, which deepened his
international isolation despite the
unlikelihood of him facing trial
anytime soon.  The Kremlin has
rejected the move by the
International Criminal Court
as “legally null and void.” 

The trip also came ahead of
a planned visit to Moscow by
Chinese President Xi Jinping this
week, expected to provide a
major diplomatic boost to Putin

in his confrontation with the
West. Putin arrived in Mariupol
by helicopter and then drove
himself around the city’s “memo-
rial sites,” concert hall and coast-
line, Russian news reports said.
The state Rossiya 24 channel on
Sunday showed Putin chatting
with locals outside what looked
like a newly built residential
complex, and being shown
around one of the apartments.
Following his trip to Mariupol,
Putin met with Russian military
leaders and troops at a command
post in Rostov-on-Don, a south-
ern Russian city some 180 kilo-
meters further east, and con-
ferred with Gen. Valery
Gerasimov who is in charge of
the Russian military operations
in Ukraine. Peskov said.

Peskov told reporters that
the trip had been unannounced,
and that Putin intended to
“inspect the work of the (com-
mand) post in its ordinary mode
of operation.” Speaking to the
state RIA agency Sunday, Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Marat
Khusnullin made clear that
Russia was in Mariupol to stay.
He said the government hoped
to finish the reconstruction of its
blasted downtown by the end of
the year.

“People have started to
return. When they saw that
reconstruction is under way,
people started actively returning,”
Khusnullin told RIA.

When Moscow fully cap-
tured the city in May, an esti-
mated 100,000 people remained,

out of a prewar population of
450,000. Many were trapped
without food, water, heat or
electricity. Relentless bombard-
ment left rows upon rows of shat-
tered or hollowed-out build-
ings.

Mariupol’s plight first came
into international focus with a
Russian airstrike on a materni-
ty hospital on March 9 last year,
less than two weeks after Russian
troops moved into Ukraine. 

A week later, about 300
people were reported killed in
the bombing of a theater that was
serving as the city’s largest bomb
shelter. Evidence obtained by the
AP last spring suggested that the
real death toll could be closer to
600. 

A small group of Ukrainian
fighters held out for 83 days in
the sprawling Azovstal steel
works in eastern Mariupol before
surrendering, their dogged
defense tying down Russian
forces and coming to symbolize
Ukrainian tenacity in the face of
Moscow’s aggression.

Russia annexed Crimea
from Ukraine in 2014, a move
that most of the world
denounced as illegal, and moved
on last September to officially
claim four regions in Ukraine’s
south and east as Russian terri-
tory, following referendums that
Kyiv and the West described as
a sham.

The ICC on Friday accused
Putin of bearing personal
responsibility for the abductions
of children from Ukraine. 
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Belgrade (Serbia):  Issuing an
international arrest warrant for
Russian President Vladimir
Putin will have negative conse-
quences and will only prolong
the war in Ukraine, Serbia’s
president said on Sunday. 

The International Criminal
Court issued the warrant for the
Russian leader on Friday, accus-
ing him of war crimes. The ICC
accused him of bearing personal
responsibility for the abductions

of children from Ukraine dur-
ing Russia’s full-scale invasion of
its neighbour that started almost
13 months ago. But Serbian
populist President Aleksandar
Vucic, who had in the past
boasted about his personal rela-
tion with the Russian leader,
criticised the court’s decision. “I
think issuing an arrest warrant
for Putin, not to go into legal
matters, will have bad political
consequences and it says that

there is a great reluctance to talk
about peace (and) about truce”
in Ukraine, Vucic told reporters
in Belgrade.

“My question is now that
you have accused him of the
biggest war crimes, who are you
going to talk to now?” Vucic
said.  

“Do you really think that it
is possible to defeat Russia in a
month, three months or a year?”
he asked, adding: “There is no

doubt that the goal of those who
did this is to make it difficult for
Putin to communicate, so that
everyone who talks to him is
aware that he is accused of war
crimes.”

Asked if Putin would be
arrested if he comes to Serbia,
Vucic said that it is “a pointless
question, because it is clear
that as long as the conflict (in
Ukraine) continues, Putin has
nowhere to go.” AP
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Juan Vera lost three relatives
when a strong earthquake

that shook parts of Ecuador
and Peru on Saturday brought
down his niece’s home. The
government has offered to pay
for the woman’s funeral and
those of her baby and her
partner, but Vera wonders why
local authorities allowed his rel-
atives to live in such an old
home to begin with.

“Because of its age, that
building should have been
demolished already,” Vera said
outside the morgue in
Ecuador’s community of
Machala, where he was waiting
for the three bodies to be
released. “... I’m sorry, the
mayor’s office is the entity that
has to regulate these things
through its planning depart-
ments so that the buildings are
in good condition to be rent-
ed out or inhabited.”The earth-
quake with about 6.8 magni-
tude, as reported by the US
Geological Survey, killed at
least 15 people and brought
down homes and buildings in
vastly different communities,
from coastal areas to the high-
lands.   But in Ecuador, regard-

less of geography, many of the
homes that crumbled had a lot
in common: 

They housed the poor,
were old and did not meet
building standards in the earth-
quake-prone country.By
Sunday, the number of people
injured in Ecuador was report-
ed to be at least 446. The
earthquake centred just off the
Pacific Coast, about 50 miles
(80 kilometres) south of

Guayaquil, Ecuador’s second-
largest city.  One of the victims
died in Peru, while 14 others
died in Ecuador, where author-
ities also reported more than
300 damaged homes, schools,
health care centers and other
buildings.  

The office of Ecuadorian
President Guillermo Lasso
reported that 12 of the victims
died in the coastal state of El
Oro and two in the highlands

state of Azuay.One of the vic-
tims in Azuay was a passenger
in a vehicle crushed by rubble
from a house in the Andean
community of Cuenca, accord-
ing to the Risk Management
Secretariat, Ecuador’s emer-
gency response agency.In El
Oro, the agency also reported
that several people were
trapped under rubble. 
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Pope Francis offered
prayers on Sunday for the vic-
tims of an earthquake that
shook vast swaths of territory
in Ecuador and parts of Peru.
During his weekly Sunday
noon blessing, Francis recalled
that the 6.8-magnitude temblor
caused “death, injuries and
heavy damage”. 

“I’m close to the
Ecuadorean people and assure
them of my prayers for the
dead and suffering,” Francis
said. Saturday’s quake killed at
least 15 people, injured hun-
dreds and brought down
homes and buildings in vastly
different communities, from
coastal areas to the highlands.
At least one of the deaths was
in Peru. 
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Seoul (AP): North Korea
launched a short-range ballis-
tic missile toward the sea on
Sunday, its neighbors said,
ramping up testing activities in
response to ongoing U.S.-South
Korean military drills that it
views as an invasion rehearsal.

The North’s continuation
of missile tests showed its
determination not to back
down, despite the U.S.-South
Korea exercises, which are the
biggest of their kind in years.
But many experts say the tests
are also part of North Korea’s
bigger objective to expand its
weapons arsenal, win interna-
tional recognition as a nuclear
state and get international sanc-
tions lifted.The missile
launched from the North’s
northwestern Tongchangri area
flew across the country before
it landed in the waters off its
east coast, according to South
Korean and Japanese assess-
ments. They said the missile
traveled a distance of about 800
kilometers (500 miles), a range
that suggests the weapon could
target South Korea.

The chief nuclear envoys
from South Korea, Japan and
the U.S. discussed the launch
on the phone and strongly

condemned it as a provocation
that threatens peace on the
Korean Peninsula and in the
region. They agreed to
strengthen their coordination
to issue a firm international
response to the North’s action,
according to Seoul’s Foreign
Ministry.South Korea’s mili-
tary said it will proceed with
the rest of the joint drills with
the U.S. and maintain a readi-
ness to “overwhelmingly”
respond to any provocation by
North Korea. As part of the
drills, the U.S. on Sunday flew
at least one long-range B-1B
bomber for joint aerial training
with South Korean warplanes,
according to South Korea’s
Defense Ministry. 

North Korea is highly sen-

sitive to the deployment of B-
1Bs, which are capable of car-
rying a huge conventional
weapons payload.

It responded to the
February flights of B-1Bs by
test-launching missiles, whose
ranges showed they can reach
some military airbases in South
Korea.Japanese Vice Defense
Minister Toshiro Ino said the
missile landed outside Japan’s
exclusive economic zone and
that there were no reports of
damage to vessels or aircraft in
the area. He said the missile
likely showed an irregular tra-
jectory, a possible reference to
North Korea’s highly maneu-
verable, nuclear-capable KN-23
missile that was modeled on
Russia’s Iskander missile.

The U.S. Indo-Pacific
Command said the latest
launch doesn’t pose an imme-
diate threat to the U.S. territo-
ry or its allies. 

But it said the North’s
recent launches highlight “the
destabilizing impact of its
unlawful” weapons programs
and that the U.S. security com-
mitment to South Korea and
Japan remains “ironclad.”The
launch was the North’s third
round of weapons tests since

the U.S. and South Korean
militaries began their joint
military drills last Monday.
The drills, which include com-
puter simulations and field
exercises, are to continue until
Thursday. The field exercises
are the biggest of their kind
since 2018.

The weapons North Korea
recently tested include its
longest-range Hwasong-17
intercontinental ballistic missile
designed to strike the U.S.
mainland. The North’s state
media quoted leader Kim Jong
Un as saying the ICBM launch
was meant to “strike fear into
the enemies.”Thursday’s
launch, the North’s first ICBM
firing in a month, drew strong
protests from Seoul, Tokyo
and Washington as it was car-
ried out just hours before South
Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol flew to Tokyo for a close-
ly watched summit with
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida.

During the summit, Yoon
and Kishida agreed to resume
their defense dialogue and fur-
ther strengthen security coop-
eration with the United States
to counter North Korea and
address other challenges.

#����������
������������
������
�&
������&�����
London (PTI): A siren-like alert
will be sent to mobile phone
users across the UK next month
to test a new public warning sys-
tem over life-threatening events
such as severe weather events,
the British government
announced on Sunday.A UK-
wide alerts test will take place in
the early evening of Sunday,
April 23, which will see people
receive a test message on their
mobile phones.  The govern-
ment said the new Emergency
Alerts will be used very rarely,
only being sent where there is an
immediate risk to people’s lives,
so people may not receive an
alert for months, or even years. 

While currently not cov-
ered, terror alerts could also be
added to the list of potential
events that would trigger a noti-
fication over time.“We are
strengthening our national
resilience with a new emer-
gency alerts system, to deal
with a wide range of threats –
from flooding to wildfires,” said
Cabinet Office minister Oliver
Dowden. “It will revolutionise
our ability to warn and inform
people who are in immediate
danger, and help us keep people
safe. As we’ve seen in the US and
elsewhere, the buzz of a phone
can save a life,” he said. The
Cabinet Office said that work-
ing with mobile broadcasting
technology, the Emergency
Alerts system is set to transform
the UK’s warning and inform-
ing capability, providing a means
to get urgent messages quickly
to nearly 90 per cent of mobile
phones in a defined area.
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Dubai: A Kuwaiti court on
Sunday annulled the results of
a parliamentary election held
last year, saying it would rein-
state the previous slate of law-
makers elected in 2020. The
decision by Kuwait’s
Constitutional Court, reported
by the state-run KUNA news
agency, threw more chaos into
the politics of this small, oil-rich
nation on the Persian Gulf. In
its decision, the court cited “dis-
crepancies” in the decree dis-
solving the 2020 parliament for
its ruling.  Authorities did not
immediately explain what this
meant for Kuwait’s parliament.
Kuwait has the freest and most
active assembly among the Gulf
Arab states, but political power
is still largely concentrated in
the hands of the ruling Al
Sabah family, which appoints
the prime minister and Cabinet,
and can dissolve the assembly
at any time.

In September, voters sent
conservative Islamist figures
and two women to the assem-
bly in the second election in less
than two years. The election
results were seen as a mandate
for change amid a prolonged
period of gridlock between the
Cabinet and the 50-member
assembly. AP
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Beirut: Syrian President Bashar
Assad arrived in the United
Arab Emirates on Sunday, his
first visit to the wealthy Gulf
country since the devastating
earthquake that struck Turkey
and Syria last month.Assad,
who arrived with his wife, Asma,
and a delegation of Syrian offi-
cials, was received by UAE
President Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, according
to a statement from Assad’s
office.

Sheikh Mohammed said in
a statement on Twitter that the
two “held constructive talks
aimed at developing relations
between our two countries.”The
visit marks a continuation in the
ongoing thaw of relations
between Syria and other Arab
countries, more than a decade
after the 22-member Arab
League suspended Damascus’
membership over Assad’s brutal

crackdown on protesters and
later on civilians during the
war.

International sympathy fol-
lowing the quake appears to
have sped up the regional rap-
prochement that had been brew-
ing for years. Before the tragedy,
the UAE had already reestab-
lished ties with Damascus.
Assad’s first visit to the UAE
since the 2011 outbreak of the
Syrian civil war was last year, fol-
lowed by another visit in January
of this year. After the earthquake,
the UAE’s foreign minister vis-
ited Damascus, and the Gulf
country sent dozens of aid ship-
ments to Syria.

Damascus hopes that the
regional reconciliation will
unlock long-awaited funds to
rebuild the battered country.
However, analysts said it is
unlikely to happen on any large
scale for now. AP
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Silicone Valley: In the hours
after some of Silicon Valley
Bank’s biggest customers start-
ed pulling out their money, a
WhatsApp group of startup
founders who are immigrants
of colour ballooned to more
than 1,000 members. Questions
flowed as the bank’s financial
status worsened. Some des-
perately sought advice: Could
they open an account at a larg-
er bank without a Social
Security Number?

Others questioned whether
they had to physically be at a
bank to open an account,
because they’re visiting parents
overseas. One clear theme
emerged: a deep concern about
the broader impact on startups
led by people of colour.

While Wall Street struggles
to contain the banking crisis
after the swift demise of SVB —

the nation’s 16th largest bank
and the biggest to fail since the
2008 financial meltdown —
industry experts predict it
could become even harder for
people of colour to secure
funding or a financial home
supporting their startups. SVB
had opened its doors to such
entrepreneurs, offering oppor-
tunities to form crucial rela-
tionships in the technology
and financial communities that
had been out of reach within
larger financial institutions.

But smaller players have
fewer means of surviving a col-
lapse, reflecting the perilous
journey minority entrepre-
neurs face while attempting to
navigate industries historical-
ly rife with racism. “All these
folks that have very special cir-
cumstances based on their
identity, it’s not something that

they can just change about
themselves and that makes
them unbankable by the top
four (large banks),” said Asya
Bradley, a board member of
numerous startups who has
watched the WhatsApp group
grapple with SVB’s demise.
Bradley said some investors
have implored startups to
switch to larger financial insti-
tutions to stymie future finan-
cial risks, but that’s not an easy
transition.

“The reason why we’re
going to regional and commu-
nity banks is because these
(large) banks don’t want our
business,” Bradley said.
Banking expert Aaron Klein, a
senior fellow in Economic
Studies at the Brookings
Institution, said SVB’s collapse
could exacerbate racial dis-
parities.
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Mexican President Andrés
Manuel López Obrador

held a massive rally in Mexico
City’s main plaza attended by
tens of thousands of people
Saturday.  Though it was called
to commemorate Mexico’s 1938
expropriation of the oil indus-
try, many of those attending the
Saturday rally agreed that it was
the de-facto opening salvo to
the 2024 elections that will
choose the president’s succes-
sor.

It may be one of the last ral-
lies that will be headed by
López Obrador, who is known
for his folksy style and charis-
ma. The process to nominate a
presidential candidate for his
Morena party will begin later
this year. After that, the party’s
candidate is likely to take cen-

tre stage. But most agree that
few of the presidential hopefuls
can match the popularity of a
president whose approval rat-
ings are routinely above 60 per
cent. That is especially true for
the Morena party, which was
largely built around López
Obrador.

Alberto Martínez, 59, said
he hoped Mexico City Mayor
Claudia Sheinbaum would be
the party’s nominee. 

“We like her education,
her prudence,” Martinez said.
But he would settle for anyone
Morena choose. Most polls
show Sheinbaum as the front-
runner in the race, followed by
Foreign Relations Secretary
Marcelo Ebrard.

“The important thing is
for the ideology of López
Obrador to continue,” Martínez
said. 
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Berlin: A Publication of a
major new United Nations
report on climate change is
being held up by a battle
between rich and developing
countries over emissions targets
and financial aid to vulnerable
nations.The report by hun-
dreds of the world’s top scien-
tists was supposed to be
approved by government del-
egations Friday at the end of a
weeklong meeting in the Swiss
town of Interlaken.

The deadline was repeat-
edly extended as officials from
big nations such as China,
Brazil, Saudi Arabia, as well as
the United Nations and the

European Union haggled
through the weekend over the
wording of key phrases in the
text. 

The report by the United
Nations’ Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change is
meant to cap a series that
digests vasts amounts of
research on global warming
compiled since the Paris cli-
mate accord was agreed in
2015.

A summary of the report
was approved early Sunday,
but three sources close to the
talks have told The Associated
Press that there is a risk that
agreement on the main text

may need to be postponed to a
later meeting. They spoke on
condition of anonymity due to
the confidential nature of the
talks.

The unusual process of
having countries sign off on a
scientific report is intended to
ensure that governments accept
its findings as authoritative
advice on which to base their
actions.At the start of the meet-
ing U.N. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres called on
delegates to provide “ cold,
hard facts ” to drive home the
message that there’s little time
left for the world to limit glob-
al warming to 1.5 degrees

Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) com-
pared with pre-industrial times.

While average global tem-
peratures have already
increased by 1.1 Celsius since
the 19th century, Guterrres
insisted that the 1.5-degree
target limit remains possible
“with rapid and deep emissions
reductions across all sectors of
the global economy.”

Observers said the IPCC
meetings have increasingly
become politicised as the stakes
for curbing global warming
increase, mirroring the annu-
al U.N. climate talks that usu-
ally take place at the end of the
year. AP
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Market capitalisation (m-
cap) of the top-10 most

valued companies eroded by
over Rs 2.09 lakh crore last week,
with Reliance Industries and
TCS taking the biggest hit amid
an overall weak trend in equities.

On a weekly basis, domes-
tic equity benchmarks witnessed
heavy selling. The 30-share BSE
Sensex plummeted 1,145.23
points or 1.93 per cent.

Corporate major Reliance
Industries' m-cap plunged 
Rs 67,722.33 crore to Rs
15,04,001.93 crore.

IT bellwethers TCS' market
valuation tumbled Rs 55,654.17
crore to Rs 11,63,194.14 crore
and that of Infosys nosedived Rs
21,250.8 crore to Rs 5,97,905.17
crore.

The valuation of State Bank
of India (SBI) diminished by Rs
16,108.93 crore to Rs 4,72,290.46
crore and that of ITC tanked Rs
15,226.12 crore to Rs 4,66,696.21
crore.

M-cap of telecom major
Bharti Airtel slumped by Rs
9,053.44 crore to Rs 4,22,177.07
crore and that of HDFC Bank
declined by Rs 8,982.11 crore to
Rs 8,77,318.09 crore.

HDFC also witnessed a dip
of Rs 8,063.79 crore in its mar-
ket valuation, which stood at Rs
4,69,460.45 crore.

Private sector lender ICICI
Bank's m-cap declined Rs
4,396.91 crore to Rs 5,83,983.07
crore and that of Hindustan
Unilever Ltd (HUL) slipped by
Rs 3,465.65 crore to Rs
5,75,273.92 crore.

In the ranking of top-10
firms, Reliance Industries
retained the title of the most val-
ued firm, followed by TCS,
HDFC Bank, Infosys, ICICI
Bank, HUL, SBI, HDFC, ITC
and Bharti Airtel. 
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Adani Group has suspended
work on a Rs 34,900 crore

petrochemical project at
Mundra in Gujarat as it focus-
es on resources to consolidate
operations and address investor
concerns following a damning
report by a US-based short sell-
er, sources said.

The group's flagship Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL) had in
2021 incorporated a wholly-
owned subsidiary, Mundra
Petrochem Ltd for setting up a
greenfield coal-to-PVC plant at
Adani Ports and Special Econo-
mic Zone (APSEZ) land in
Kutch district of Gujarat.

But after Hindenburg Re-
search's January 24 report alleg-
ing accounting fraud, stock
manipulations and other corpo-
rate governance lapses chopped
off about USD 140 billion from
the market value of Gautam
Adani's empire, the apples-to-
airport group is hoping to claw
back and calm jittery investors
and lenders through a comeback
strategy.

The comeback strategy is
based on addressing investor
concerns around debt by repay-
ing some loans, consolidating
operations, and fighting off alle-
gations. The group has denied all
allegations levelled by
Hindenburg. As part of this, pro-
jects are being re-evaluated
based on cashflow and finance

available. And of the projects the
group has decided not to pursue
for the time being is the 1 mil-
lion tonne per annum Green
PVC project, two sources with
knowledge of the matter said.

The group has shot off mails
to vendors and suppliers to
"suspend all activities" on imme-
diate basis.

In the mails, seen by PTI,
the group has asked them to
"suspend all activities of the
scope of work and performance
of all obligations" for Mundra
Petrochem Ltd's Green PVC
project "till further notice."

This is the following
"unforeseen scenario". The man-
agement, it said, was "re-evalu-
ating various project/s being
implemented at group level in
different business verticals.
Based on future cashflow and
finance, some of the project/s are
being re-evaluated for its contin-
uation and revision in timeline."

Reached for comments, a
group spokesperson said AEL

will be evaluating the status of
growth projects in primary
industry vertical over the com-
ing months.

"The balance sheet of each
of our independent portfolio
companies is very strong. We
have industry-leading project
development and execution
capabilities, strong corporate
governance, secure assets, strong
cashflows, and our business
plan is fully funded. We remain
focused on executing our previ-
ously outlined strategy to create
value for our stakeholders," the
spokesperson said.

"AEL will be evaluating the
status of growth projects in the
primary industry vertical over
the coming months".

The unit was to have a
poly-vinyl-chloride (PVC) pro-
duction capacity of 2,000 KTPA
(kilo tonne per annum) requir-
ing 3.1 million tonne per annum
(MTPA) of coal that was to be
imported from Australia, Russia
and other countries.
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Domestic production of special
steel under PLI schemes for spe-
cialty steel will help cut down
imports of value-added products
and save forex outgo, Union
Minister Faggan Singh Kulaste
said.

As many as 27 companies
have signed 57 agreements with
the government under the first
edition of the production-linked
incentive (PLI 1.0) scheme for
specialty steel.

To promote the production
of special types of steel in the
country and to imbibe the con-
cept of self-reliant India, "Our
government launched PLI
scheme for Specialty Steel to
become Atmanirbhar in special-
ty steel output and increase its
capacity," Kulaste told PTI.

The domestic production of
special grades of steel will not
only reduce the country's depen-
dence on imports but also save
forex outgo worth thousands of
crores, he said.
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Amid an uncertain global
macro environment, top IT

firms are also dealing with
change of guard and senior
level transitions involving some
of the most high-profile faces in
their companies.

While attrition at lower
level has made headlines in the
past, this time around it is the
senior leadership churn in com-
panies such as TCS and Infosys
that is in the spotlight.

Infosys has seen two presi-
dent-level exits in a matter of
months, with Ravi Kumar and
Mohit Joshi leaving the compa-
ny to join top tier IT firms

Cognizant and Tech Mahindra,
respectively. 

Last week, Tech Mahindra
announced the appointment of
Joshi as MD and CEO-desig-
nate, who will take over the
charge from CP Gurnani after
his retirement on December 19
this year. 

On Thursday, the country's
largest software services firm
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)
in a sudden announcement said
Rajesh Gopinathan, its CEO
for more than six years with over
four years left to his second five-
year term, has decided to move
on from September 15. 
The USD 25-billion software
giant announced that K

Krithivasan, president of its
BFSI vertical which contributes
31.5 per cent of its top-line, will
head the company as the CEO-
designate with immediate effect. 

"Overall, the churn in many
companies is a culmination of a
lot of factors coming together at

one time. It is a good thing for
the industry to have a change of
guard at periodic intervals as it
brings in fresh blood and new
thinking," industry veteran and
former Infosys director TV
Mohandas Pai told PTI. Many
factors are at play here, he

pointed out.
"One common thread, bar-

ring one or two exceptions like
Cognizant, is that all people have
seen stresses of pandemic. Some
may be feeling tired and want-
ing to change. Secondly, many of
them after pandemic are re-
examining their career path and
don't want to wait to be CEOs
of the companies where they are,
so they leave whenever they get
a chance to be a CEO (else-
where). And then post-pan-
demic some people want to
retire, and that is causing vacan-
cy. I guess it is a culmination of
many things that are happening,
which is causing the churn," Pai
said. 
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India's power consumption
surged 10 per cent to 1375.57

billion units (BU) during April-
February this fiscal year and has
already surpassed the level of
electricity supplied in entire
2021-22.

The government data
showed that power consump-
tion in April-February 2021-22
was 1245.54 BU.

In entire fiscal year 2021-22,
power consumption was
1374.02 BU, which is less than
1375.57 BU recorded during
April 2022 to February 2023
period.

Experts say power con-
sumption is expected to grow in
double digits in the coming
months in view of forecasts of
unprecedented high demand,
especially in summer.

The power ministry has
estimated peak power demand
in the country at 229 GW dur-
ing April this year, which is high-

er than 215.88 GW recorded in
the same month a year ago.

The ministry has taken
many steps to meet high power
demand and also asked state
utilities to not go for power cuts
or load shedding.

The ministry has also asked
all imported coal-based power
plants to run on full capacity
from March 16, 2023, to June 15,
2023. Besides, it has asked other
thermal power generators to
import coal for blending with
domestic dry fuel.

Experts say higher econom-
ic activities would boost com-
mercial and industrial demand
in the coming months.

Besides, they opined that
scorching heat during summer
would result in higher con-
sumption of power for running
air conditioners and other cool-
ing appliances. They are of the
view that it would be a challenge
to meet unprecedented high
demand of electricity in India
April onwards. 
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After the Paytm's IPO fiasco,
Sebi has turned cautious

while giving clearance to the ini-
tial share sales as it has returned
the preliminary papers of half a
dozen companies, including
Oravel Stays, which operates
hospitality chain OYO, in over
two months.

These companies have been
asked to re-file their draft red
herring prospectus (DRHP)
with certain updates.

Apart from OYO, the firms
whose draft papers have been
returned by the regulator are --
Go Digit General Insurance
Ltd, a firm backed by Canada-
based Fairfax Group; home-
grown mobile maker Lava
International; B2B payments
and services provider Paymate
India; Fincare Small Finance
Bank India and integrated ser-
vices company BVG India,
according to an analysis of data
with Sebi .

The six companies had filed
their preliminary initial public
offering (IPO) papers with Sebi
between September 2021 and
May 2022 and their papers were
returned during January-March
(till March 10).

Together, these companies
were hoping to raise at least Rs
12,500 crore.

Sebi has become stricter in
its approach while giving its go-
ahead to IPOs after investors lost
their money in some of the high-
profile initial shares in 2021 and
according to data compiled by
Primedatabase.Com, the average
time taken by the markets reg-
ulator in approving an IPO in
2022 was 115 days. "After the
IPO fiasco following the listing
of new age digital companies like
Paytm, Zomato and Nykaa in
which investors lost heavily,
Sebi has tightened the approval
norms for IPOs. This is welcome
and is in the interest of
investors," VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services, said.

However, ultimately inves-
tors have to apply their minds

while applying for IPOs and
avoid high-priced issues, he
added.

One97 Communications,
the parent entity of digital pay-
ments firm Paytm, made a dis-
appointing debut on the bours-
es in November 2021. The com-
pany's Rs 18,300-crore IPO was
the biggest on Dalal Street after
Coal India. The digital payment
firm stock was still trading 72
per cent lower from its issue
price.

Prakhar Pandey, Founder
and CEO of Moolaah, believes
that the recent move by Sebi
gives a strong message to mer-
chant bankers to fully comply
with the set of information
required to furnish the draft
prospectus, and disclose all
material information required
well in advance, rather than a
complete back and forth
between the bankers, IPO-
bound firms and regulators.

Earlier, Sebi continued to
give grace periods to most firms,
to file their full set of compliant
documents, which used to lead
to a high gestation period, as
high as four months as of last
year. This could lead to a big dis-
tortion in terms of the IPO price
band, he added.

So far this year, only nine
companies have approached
Sebi with their draft IPO papers
amid extremely volatile market
conditions and jittery investors'
sentiments.

Moreover, only two compa-
nies — Divgi Torqtransfer
Systems and Global Surfaces --
have floated their initial share
sales to raise Rs 730 crore since
the beginning of the year, while
Udayshivkumar's Rs 66 crore-

IPO is slated to open next week.
This came after 38 compa-

nies collectively garnered close
to Rs 59,000 crore through IPOs
in 2022, which was much lower
than Rs 1.2 lakh crore mopped
up by 63 companies in 2021,
which was the IPO year in a
decade.

The overall collection in
2022 would have been much
lower had it not been for the Rs
20,557 crore-LIC public offer,
which constituted as much as 35
per cent of the total amount
raised during the year.

Investors remained jittery
throughout 2022 on recession-
ary fears and rising interest
rates amid soaring inflation.

Experts believe that some
activity on the IPO front could
only be seen in the second half
of financial year 2023-24.

"A host of factors like rising
interest rates, a global banking
crisis, FPI outflows, slow eco-
nomic growth, taming inflation,
and certain governance issues
across large corporations with
low earnings and high valuation
multiples, are driving factors for
the correction in the market.

"These challenges, once fully
tackled, is when we might see
private companies hitting pub-
lic markets, probably in the sec-
ond half of FY24, and existing
IPO applications at Sebi might
want to wait out this period of
lull, to derail these pessimistic
market sentiments," Pandey
said.

Considering the turbulence
in the market now, only attrac-
tively priced good companies
will get a good response from
investors, Geojit's Vijayakumar
said. 
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The GST department will soon begin
analysing ITRs filed by businesses and
professionals and also MCA filings to

ascertain if the entities are adequately dis-
charging their GST liability and widening
the taxpayer base.

Currently, there are 1.38 crore registered
businesses and professionals under the
Goods and Services Tax (GST), which was
launched on July 1, 2017. Businesses in man-
ufacturing and services sectors with annu-
al turnover of more than Rs 40 lakh and Rs
20 lakh, respectively are required to regis-
ter themselves under the GST and file tax
returns.

"We will be doing data triangulation
based on the information available with the
I-T department. If as per the analysis, the
entities which should be paying taxes under
GST are not doing so, then initially we will
be sending a gentle inquiry," an official told
PTI.

The data analysis will focus on those
entities which are not exempt and are
required to register under the GST and file
returns, either monthly or quarterly. After
identifying the entities which are not com-
plying with the GST law, the GST depart-
ment will communicate to them at their reg-
istered place of business asking them the rea-
sons for non-compliance.

The official further said that the data
analysis wing will also sift through the quar-
terly and annual data filed by businesses with
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs to find out
if any GST evasion is taking place.

Matching of the I-T department and

GST data would be the first phase, followed
by MCA filing matching, the official said.
"We will soon start with matching the
Income Tax data," the official said. 

Several services sectors, including recog-
nised educational institutions, agriculturists,
electricity transmission or distribution
companies, medical services by clinics are
exempt from GST.

Total number of Goods and Services
Tax (GST) evasion cases has gone up this
fiscal with 13,492 cases detected till February,
up from 12,574 cases last fiscal and 12,596
cases in 2020-21, as per data disclosed by
the Finance Ministry to Parliament.

The total evasion detected between July
2017 to February 2023 stood at close to Rs
3.08 lakh crore, of which over Rs 1.03 lakh
crore has been realised. GST authorities have
arrested 1,402 persons for evading taxes in
the last five-and-a-half years.

The tax department has been using
robust data analytics and artificial intelli-
gence to identify and track risky taxpayers
and detect tax evasion; sharing of data with

partner law enforcement agencies for more
targeted interventions; and mandatory
Aadhaar-based authentication for new GST
registrations as well as centralised suspen-
sion of registrations of registered persons
who default in timely filing of returns.

With the anti-evasion measures and
improved compliance, the monthly GST rev-
enues have come in more than Rs 1.4 lakh
crore for 12 months straight in a row. GST
revenues were over Rs 1.49 lakh crore in
February.

A nationwide GST, which subsumed 17
local levies like excise, service tax and VAT
and 13 cesses, was rolled out on July 1, 2017.

AMRG & Associates Senior Partner
Rajat Mohan said connecting GST numbers
with the filings under income tax law and
corporate laws will bump up the data points
available for big data analytics. This will help
in swifter identification of the short payment
of taxes. "Government agencies are scurry-
ing towards converging different data
sources to enhance compliance levels across
all platforms," Mohan said. 
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Layoffs by Big Tech in the US
are expected to bring a lot of

work to India and the country's
IT sector is poised to gain sig-
nificantly during the slowdown,
a top official of the US-based
firm GlobalLogic said.

In an interview to PTI,
GlobalLogic President and CEO
Nitesh Banga said the company
is looking to acquire talents in
India and plans to grow its
employee base by 25-35 per cent
every year.

He said India is not going to
see much of a slowdown even as
there are a lot of layoffs happen-
ing in the US.

"If Google, Twitter or
Facebook or any of these cus-
tomers actually lay off people in
the US, it's not that they don't
need to build products. They still
need to continue to do their
work and I believe that a lot of
that work will come to India,
because they will still need the
talent to keep doing the work,
although they will look for cost
efficiencies," Banga said.

The Hitachi group IT com-
pany has close to 15,000 or

approximately 50 per cent of its
global employee base, in India.

"We hire close to 1,000 peo-
ple a month. Out of that, 50 per
cent is in India. So, we are hir-
ing close to 500 people at any
given point in time in India.
Every year, the number will
continue to go up by 25-35 per
cent," Banga said.

The company hires IT and
IT-enabled service segment
engineers with 2-3 years of
experience and then upskills
them to become digital engi-
neers.

"The kind of work that we
do is very cutting edge, deep
product development, be it
embedded technologies, cloud,

network or apps. What we do is
very different from a tradition-
al IT services company," Banga
said.

He said that a premium lux-
ury carmaker designed its ges-
ture-based car experience sys-
tem in Bengaluru, and 80 to 90
per cent of aircraft engine design
and new generation efficient
engines design is being done in
India.

Banga said there is a conver-
sation that international firms
are planning to set up 500 new
GCC (global capability centres)
or engineering centres in India
in the next three years.

" So, the equation is no
longer about cost arbitrage, but
it is about value arbitrage and
skill and talent capabilities.
There is a temporary slowdown
in the war for talent. We do see
this war for talent continuing to
scale up for India," he said.

The company was acquired
by Hitachi for USD 9.6 billion in
July 2021.

Banga said that integration
with Hitachi has added new
industry verticals to GlobalLogic
like energy ,railways, mobility
and connected industry.

GST dept to scrutinise I-T, MCA data
to identify entities not paying taxes
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The finance ministry has ini-
tiated the process to appoint

a new Reserve Bank deputy gov-
ernor in place of MK Jain,
whose extended term is coming
to an end in June.

The applicant should have
an experience of 15 years in
banking and financial market
operations, said a public notice,
indicating that candidates from
the private sector will also be
considered for the appointment.

Traditionally, one of the
four deputy governors is from
the public sector banking indus-

try. If the government decides to
appoint someone from the pri-
vate sector, it would be a first for
the Reserve Bank of India.

Jain, a senior public sector
banker, was appointed deputy
governor for an initial period of
three years in 2018 and extend-
ed by another two years in
2021. The central bank has four
deputy governors — two from
within the ranks and one com-
mercial banker and an econo-
mist to head the monetary pol-
icy department.

"It may be noted that the
Financial Sector Regulatory
Appointments Search Commit-

tee (FSRASC) is free to identify
and recommend any other per-
son also, based on merit, who
has not applied for the post. The
committee may also recom-
mend relaxation in the eligibil-
ity and qualifications/experi-
ence criteria, in respect of out-
standing candidates," the notice
said.

According to the notice,
applicants should have extensive
experience as a full-time direc-
tor or board member and pos-
sess an understanding, at a very
senior level, of supervision and
compliance in the financial sec-
tor.
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The Financial Services Insti-
tutions Bureau (FSIB), the

headhunter for directors of state-
owned banks and financial insti-
tutions, may select a new chair-
man of insurance behemoth
LIC this month. The chairman
will be selected from the four
managing directors of the com-
pany, sources said.

According to sources, the
bureau may conduct an inter-
view for the position towards the
end of next week if all members
of the committee are available.

FSIB is likely to make a
selection this month, subject to
the availability of members due
to Parliament's Budget session,
sources said. The final decision
on the FSIB recommendation
will be taken by the Appoint-
ments Committee of the Cabinet
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. It can be noted
that one of the managing direc-
tors BC Patnaik retires on March
31. The government has already
appointed Tablesh Pandey as his
replacement.
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India's Rohan Bopanna became the oldest
ATP Masters 1000 champion when he and
his Australian partner Matt Ebden claimed

the men's doubles crown at the BNP Paribas
Open here.

The 43-year-old Bopanna and Ebden, 35,
defeated top-seeded Wesley Koolhof of the
Netherlands and Neil Skupski of Britain 6-
3, 2-6, 10-8 in the final on Saturday.

"Truly special. It's called Tennis Paradise
for a reason," said Bopanna, who was play-
ing in his 10th ATP Masters 1000 final.

"I've been, over the years, coming here
and seeing all these guys win for so many
years. I'm really happy that Matt and I were
able to do this and get this title here.

"It's been some tough matches, close
matches. Today we played against one of the
best teams out there. Really happy that we got
the trophy."

Bopanna thus surpassed Daniel Nestor
of Canada, who had claimed the 2015
Cincinnati Masters to become the oldest
champion at the age of 42.

"I spoke to Danny Nestor and I told him
sorry I'm going to beat his record," he joked.
"Winning the title, that stays with me, so real-
ly happy with that."

It was the 43-year-old's fifth Masters 1000
doubles title and first since he won in Monte
Carlo in 2017. This was the third final of the
year for the Indo-Australian duo. He now
holds 24 tour-level trophies in his cabinet.

The Indo-Australian pair stunned
defending and two-time desert titlists John
Isner and Jack Sock in the semi-finals, while
getting the better off Canadian singles stars
Felix Auger-Aliassime and Denis Shapovalov
in the quarters.

Bopanna and Ebden had defeated Rafael
Matos and David Vega Hernandez in their
opening match.

A former World No. 3, Bopanna jumped
four places to No. 11 in the Pepperstone ATP
Live Doubles Rankings.
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Zlatan Ibrahimovic became
the oldest goalscorer in the

history of Serie A on Saturday
but couldn't stop AC Milan
from falling to a 3-1 defeat at
Udinese.

Ibrahimovic, 41, was in
Milan's starting line-up for the
first time since January last year
and smashed home a penalty at
the second attempt in first-half
stoppage time to make the score
1-1 following Roberto Pereyra's
ninth-minute opener.

But it wasn't enough to
stop fourth-placed Milan from
losing their fourth match away
from home in their last five and
miss the chance to move provi-
sionally second in Italy's top
flight. Stefano Pioli's team stay
fourth, two points behind local
rivals Inter Milan in second in
the race for the Champions
League.

They will drop out of the top
four if Roma win the Rome
derby with Lazio on Sunday
evening while Inter face fierce
rivals Juventus hoping to steal a

march on their rivals for
Europe's top club competition.

"When a team plays like this
it means the coach hasn't done
his job. We played way below
our standard," Pioli told Sky.

"We not in a good position
in the league and getting into the
top four is so important for us...
We've not done enough over the
last few weeks."

Wearing the captain's arm-
band Ibrahimovic missed his
first spot-kick but was given a
second chance when Beto was
penalised for encroachment,
and thumped his shot down the
middle of the goal.

At 41 years and 166 days old
Ibrahimovic overtook former
AC Milan defender Alessandro
Costacurta — who also netted
against Udinese in 2007 aged 41
— as the oldest scorer in Italy's
top flight.

He had previously made
three substitute appearances this
season after being sidelined
since May last year, following
reconstructive surgery on the
anterior cruciate ligament in his
left knee.
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Burnley manager Vincent Kompany
endured a nightmare return to

Manchester City on Saturday as Erling
Haaland scored his sixth hat-trick of
the season in a 6-0 rout that sent Pep
Guardiola's men into the FA Cup semi-
finals.

Kompany, who won four Premier
League titles in an 11-year career at
City as a player, was given a hero's
reception at the Etihad.

But on the pitch City showed no
mercy towards their former captain as
Haaland took his tally for the season
to 42 goals.

Julian Alvarez also scored twice
and Cole Palmer netted the other goal
as City remained on course for a tre-
ble of Premier League, Champions
League and FA Cup.

Haaland scored five as RB Leipzig

were put to the sword in a 7-0 thrash-
ing in the Champions League in mid-
week.

The Norwegian has now scored at
least a hat-trick in six of his 19 appear-
ances at the Etihad this season.

"It's been a good couple of games
–- important games. (To win) 7-0 and
6-0 before the national team break is
impressive. I'm really happy," said
Haaland.

"I think we're in the part of the sea-
son where we should be at our best."

Burnley are storming towards a
return to the Premier League in
Kompany's first season in charge.

But the Championship leaders
were shown the gulf they have to bridge
next season by a clinical City display.

"It is always a place I am proud to
come back but I was also proud to
come here with Burnley," said
Kompany.

The visitors had started the
brighter of the two sides but were
undone once Haaland opened the scor-
ing by prodding home Alvarez's pass
on 32 minutes.

Moments later it was 2-0 as Phil
Foden was released down the left to
square for Haaland to stroke home.

City's number nine completed his
hat-trick on the rebound after Foden's
shot came back off the post.

His remarkable form has over-
shadowed Alvarez's excellent start to
his City career.

The Argentine World Cup winner
signed an extended contract at the
Etihad this week celebrated with a dou-
ble of his own from two Kevin De
Bruyne assists.

In between times, Palmer scored
City's fifth with a simple tap-in after
Bailey Peacock-Farrell parried Foden's
cross.
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Antoine Griezmann pulled
the strings for Atletico

Madrid as they shredded Ruben
Baraja's helpless Valencia 3-0 in
La Liga on Saturday.

The French forward opened
the scoring for the hosts at the
Metropolitano and continued
his own superb form with
another fine display at the heart
of Diego Simeone's side.

Yannick Carrasco doubled
Atletico's lead early in the sec-
ond half and Thomas Lemar
sealed the win, with the
Rojiblancos, third, moving six
points clear of fourth-placed
Real Sociedad, having played a
game more.

The defeat leaves the trou-

bled Los Che 17th, level on 26
points with Getafe, 18th, who
host Sevilla on Sunday.

Atletico recorded a fifth
win in six La Liga games and
tightened their hold on third
place with a confident display,
the kind they could not find in
the first half of the campaign.

"Before the World Cup
nothing was going for us, and
now everything is," Atletico
midfielder Marcos Llorente told
DAZN.

"The team is happy, and
looking forward to keep on
winning games, and the objec-
tive is to finish as high as we can.

"We know all we have left is
La Liga so we will try to climb
ranks. Above us we have big
teams, why not try and catch

them up?"
Memphis Depay missed

two good chances for Atletico
early on before Griezmann
broke the deadlock after 23
minutes.

Llorente burst forward and
fed the striker, and while there
was a stroke of luck about his
first touch, which appeared to
bounce off his foot and set the
ball up nicely, the second was a
neat finish for his ninth league
goal of the season.

Valencia thought they had
responded through Hugo Duro
but his strike was ruled out by
VAR for a foul at the other end
of the pitch by Dimitri
Foulquier.

The first half was intense
and fairly even, but Atletico

strolled to victory in the second
after Carrasco tucked home
from close range soon after the
break.

Griezmann threaded a fine
pass through for Alvaro Morata,
who left Valencia defender Eray
Comert in the dust and crossed
for Lemar to head home.

"The team is doing very
well, when the group is good and
the team competes in the way it's
competing, it's a difficult one (to
face)," Simeone told DAZN.

"We could have been better
in our finishing, we were gener-
ating chances, but didn't have the
decisiveness to kill off the game.
In the second half the goals
came.

"We're happy with how the
team is growing."
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Borussia Dortmund captain
Marco Reus, whose con-

tract expires in the summer, on
Saturday suggested he will
extend the deal at his boyhood
club.

Speaking after scoring twice
in Dortmund's 6-1 home win

over Cologne which sent the
home side top of the Bundesliga
table, Reus hinted an announce-
ment was forthcoming.

"I've said it regularly that I
want to end my career here. I feel
really good," Reus told Sky.

"It took a while for me to get
back (from injury), but I feel
good and we will see.

"We're in talks and every-
thing else will become clear in
the coming weeks."

Asked if he as captain could
encourage some of the club's
other stars, including English
teenager Jude Bellingham, to
stay past the summer, Reus said
"you need to ask Sebastian
(Kehl)", Dortmund's sporting
director.

"I don't have any influence
over that unfortunately."
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Ellis Simms grabbed a last-gasp
equaliser as struggling Everton

boosted their fight for Premier League
survival with a dramatic 2-2 draw
against Chelsea on Saturday.

Sean Dyche's side were moments
away from a damaging defeat until
Simms scored his first goal for the club
to stun Stamford Bridge into silence.

Everton's show of defiance came
after they twice trailed in west London.

Joao Felix had put Chelsea ahead
early in the second half with his second
goal since joining on loan from Atletico
Madrid in January.

Abdoulaye Doucoure's equaliser
was followed by Kai Havertz's third goal
in his last three appearances as the
German converted penalty in the clos-
ing stages.

Simms was on loan at
Championship side Sunderland earli-
er this season, but the 22-year-old
showed he could be Everton's saviour

in the relegation battle with his crucial
leveller.

Everton are now two points clear
of the relegation zone after extending
their unbeaten run to three games.

"We threw Ellis in against Liverpool
and he struggled a bit but he's matur-
ing into it. He's got pace and power and
it was a nice finish," Dyche said.

"A lot has been made of lacking
strikers here but I've said all along it's
a team mentality. There is certainly tal-
ent. We're laying down a base to work
from."

It was a bitter pill for Chelsea to
swallow as Graham Potter's team
squandered the chance to clinch a
fourth successive win in all competi-
tions.

"We thought we played well enough
to get the three points but ultimately if
you don't defend well, you don't get the
result," Potter said.

"We lost duels in the box and when
you lose the duels, there is danger. We
have to do better."
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Tottenham Hotspur boss
Antonio Conte tore into

his "selfish" players, saying
they "didn't want to play
under pressure" after they
squandered a chance to go
third in the Premier League
with a 3-3 draw away to bot-
tom-of-the-table Southamp-
ton.

Spurs were on course to
secure an important win in
their quest for Champions
League qualification when
Ivan Perisic scored in the 74th
minute after earlier goals by
Pedro Porro and Harry Kane.

The visitors led 3-1 at
that stage, after Che Adams
had cancelled out Porro's
opener.

But the Saints hit back,
with Theo Walcott cutting the
deficit in the 77th minute

before James Ward-Prowse's
stoppage-time penalty
extended Spurs' winless run
on the road to five matches.

Conte was in no mood to
spare his squad's feelings
during a 10-minute tirade at
St Mary's, with Tottenham
now just two points ahead of
Newcastle, who have two
games in hand, in the race for
the fourth and final
Champions League place.

"We are 11 players that go
into the pitch. I see selfish
players, I see players that
don't want to help each other
and don't put their heart
(in)," he said.

"Why? Because they are
used to it here, they are used
to it. They don't play for
something important yeah.
They don't want to play
under pressure, they don't
want to play under stress.
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Former world number ones
Carlos Alcaraz and Daniil

Medvedev will battle for a first
Indian Wells ATP Masters 1000 title
after straight sets semi-final victo-
ries on Saturday.

Spain's second-ranked Alcaraz,
the top seed who can return to the
summit with a third Masters 1000
title on Sunday, defeated 13th-
ranked Italian Jannik Sinner 7-6
(7/4), 6-3 to reach his third final of

2023. After a season start delayed
by injury, Alcaraz has won the title
in Buenos Aires and reached the
final in Rio de Janeiro last month.

Meanwhile, Medvedev is riding
a 19-match ATP win streak and
seeking his fourth title in as many
tournaments after victories in
Rotterdam, Doha and Dubai.

The sixth-ranked Russian -
who had never made it past the
fourth round at Indian Wells -- sur-
vived a late surge from Frances
Tiafoe for a 7-5, 7-6 (7/4) victory

over the 16th-ranked American.
In control for most of the

match, Medvedev needed eight
match points to finally put it away
with an ace on his final opportuni-
ty. "I'm just really happy that I man-
aged not to lose this match and not
to have regrets, nightmares, what-
ever," Medvedev said.

Alcaraz, who beat Sinner in an
epic five-setter on the way to the US
Open title last year, had gained the
upper hand on the Italian with an
early first-set break, but he gave it

back with a sloppy game that fea-
tured four unforced errors and
allowed Sinner to level the set at 4-
4. With Alcaraz suddenly strug-
gling, Sinner held for 5-4 and piled
on the pressure with a set point at
6-5 that Alcaraz saved with a with
a drop shot followed by a textbook
volley winner.

A reinvigorated Alcaraz pow-
ered through the tiebreaker, sealing
the set with a backhand cross court
winner, and broke Sinner in the sec-
ond game of the second set — seal-

ing the break with a dazzling lob.
Up 4-2, Alcaraz got out of a 0-

30 jam with the aid of three straight
unreturnable serves, and he closed
it out with a confident game that he
opened with an ace and finished
with a thundering forehand winner.

"Playing against Jannik is never
easy," Alcaraz said. "I knew that I
had to increase my level. It was real-
ly close the first set.

"On the second I calm down
the nerves, played more relaxed and
(that) was the key of everything."
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Kazakhstan's Elena
Rybakina will be out to

turn the tables on Aryna
Sabalenka on Sunday when
they clash for the Indian Wells
title in a rematch of the
Australian Open final won by
the Belarusian.

Reigning Wimbledon
champion Rybakina has lost all
four career meetings against
Sabalenka -- but all four have
gone the distance with
Sabalenka closing strong in a
4-6, 6-3, 6-4 victory in
Melbourne to seize her first
Grand Slam title.

Rybakina, ranked 10th in
the world, knows precisely the
challenge she's facing -- and
what she needs to do to meet
it.

"I lost the last four times
and it was always three sets,"
she said. "I think just to play
better in these important
moments and hold the serve,
because I think few times it was
just because of one break.

"It's not going to be an easy

match and it's going to be in
these clutch moments I just
need to play better."

As in Melbourne,
Rybakina is through to the
final after an upset victory over
world number one Iga Swiatek.

Swiatek, whose eight 2022
titles included the French and
US Opens, was the defending
Indian Wells champion, but
Rybakina beat her convincing-
ly, winning the majority of
Swiatek's first serve points as
she converted all five of her
break opportunities.
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Australian pace ace
Mitchell Starc's devastat-
ing bowling (5/53) and

openers Mitchell Marsh (66 not
out) and Travis Head's (51 not
out) smashing unbeaten 121-
run opening partnership helped
the visitors thrash India by 10
wickets to level the three-match
ODI series 1-1 here on Sunday.

The Australians, set a lowly
118-run target to win the match,
completed the job with 234
balls to spare, making it India's
worst-ever defeat in the 50-
over format in terms of number
of deliveries.

After recording their fourth-
lowest total at home and over-
all third lowest against Australia
in ODIs, Indian bowlers were in
for an uphill task. They, howev-
er, couldn't do much on a pitch
assisting seam and swing bowl-
ing, where Starc and Co. Had
earlier looked virtually
unplayable.

Questions will be asked
about India's preparations for
the ODI World Cup, to be held
in the country later this year, fol-
lowing the morale-shattering
loss. But for now, it was all about
how quickly Marsh and Head
could end India's misery on
Sunday.

Marsh turned out to be the
lead aggressor, smashing six
boundaries and as many maxi-
mums off just 36 balls, while
Head wasn't too far behind,
scoring his 51 off just 30 deliv-
eries with 10 boundaries to
complete India's misery.

This was Australia's sec-
ond 10-wicket win over India in
ODIs.

If Starc and Co. Picked up
the frailties in India's batting
line-up on seaming wickets
quite fast, Marsh continued
from where he had left off in the
first ODI at Mumbai, bringing
up his second consecutive fifty
of the series.

The ultra-aggressive
approach from Marsh and Head
saw Australia race to 66 in the
first six overs bowled by
Mohammad Shami and
Mohammed Siraj. The Indian
quicks failed to find similar
assistance from the surface and
conditions that had earlier glad-

dened the Australian bowlers'
hearts.

The fate of the series will
now be decided in the third
ODI, to be played in Chennai on
March 22.

It was Starc laid who laid the
platform for the morale-boost-
ing win by destroying India's
batting. The tall left-arm bowler
once again turned out to be tor-
mentor-in-chief as his five-wick-
et haul blew away India in just
26 overs.

Starc, who had three wick-
ets in the previous game, took
5/53 in eight overs -- including
four in his first spell -- as India
found themselves in hot waters
as soon as the match started.

With nip off the surface pro-
viding a lot of help, Starc bowled
ideal back-of-the-length deliver-
ies with a couple angled across
the right-handers and a few
which came in after pitching.

While the decisive damage
was done by Starc, Sean Abbott
(3/23) and Nathan Ellis (2/13)
then bowled hard lengths to run

through the lower-middle order
in what turned out to be a dis-
astrous day for the hosts.

Virat Kohli did hold one
end up for a while with a 35-ball
31 and Axar Patel scored an
entertaining unbeaten 29 stud-
ded with two sixes off Starc.

Their innings were the only
bright spots for India with their
batting exposed once again by
swing and pace.

Australia pace spearhead
Starc claimed four wickets in his
opening spell of 6-1-31-4,
removing Shubman Gill (0),
Rohit Sharma (13), Suryakumar
Yadav (0) and KL Rahul (9) to
leave India in tatters, and their
extended batting line-up consist-
ing of Ravindra Jadeja (16) and
Patel could not trouble the scor-
ers much.

On what appeared to be a
flight deck here, for the second
time in the series, India were off
to a poor start with Starc caus-
ing the maximum damage
inside the first five overs, find-
ing swing but no seam move-

ment with overcast conditions
and strong wind blowing across
throughout the first innings.

After getting Shubman Gill
(0) caught at point in the first
over, he ended Kohli and
Sharma's rebuilding act in the
fifth over.

Sharma flashed hard but
was caught at first slip by Smith,
who grabbed the moving ball in
more than one attempt, and
Starc struck again on the next
delivery, trapping Yadav leg-
before for a second consecutive
first-ball duck in this series.

The left-arm pacer contin-
ued making inroads into the
Indian batting line-up, striking
once again in the ninth over to
trap KL Rahul (9) leg-before.

The batsman, after consul-
tation with Kohli went upstairs,
but DRS confirmed the field
umpire's call and India were left
reeling at 48/4 inside nine overs.

There was no respite for
India with Australia right-arm
pacer Abbott producing an out-
side edge off the first ball in the

10th over, and Smith took a
stunning one-handed diving
catch on his right to make
Hardik Pandya's (1) trip to the
middle a very short one.

Kohli and Jadeja did stop
the procession for a while with
their 22-run sixth-wicket stand,
but the introduction of Nathan
Ellis brought more gains for
Australia. The right-arm fast
bowler, playing only his fourth
ODI, got the key wicket of
Kohli, pinning him in front of
the wickets for a 35-ball 31 with
four hits to the fence.

Jadeja was caught behind off
Ellis and the Indian tailender
didn't last long as Starc bowled
an unplayable delivery to
Mohammed Siraj to clip the off-
bail.
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Adisappointed India cap-
tain Rohit Sharma on

Sunday rued that his side's
formidable batting line-up
"kept falling to the strength" of
Australia pacer Mitchell Starc
instead of playing their natur-
al game in the second ODI,
which the hosts lost by 10 wick-
ets here.

Australia won the match to
level the series 1-1 and will now
head to Chennai for the decid-
ing third ODI on March 22.

Starc (5/53), who com-
pleted his ninth five-wicket
haul in 109 ODI innings,
wreaked havoc as Australia
bundled out the home side for
117 in 26 overs after India were
invited to bat first.

Australia completed the
run chase in just 11 overs
without losing any wicket.

Sharma said Indian batters
didn't apply themselves prop-
erly, and added that it was cer-
tainly not a low-scoring pitch.

"Starc is a quality bowler.
He's been doing it for years for

Australia with the new ball. He
kept bowling to his strength
and we kept falling to his
strength. That's something that
we need to understand and play
accordingly," Sharma said at the
post-match presentation.

Sharma minced no words
about the batting failure, saying
that 117 was not at all a chal-
lenging total.

"It is disappointing. No
doubt about that. We didn't
play to our potential. We did-
n't apply ourselves with the bat.
We always knew that was not
enough runs. It was not a 117
pitch at all. By no means. We
just didn't apply ourselves,"
said Sharma, who himself con-
tributed 13 runs from 15 balls.

Sharma, who missed
India's five-wicket win in the
first ODI due to family com-
mitments, said all the
Australians bowled really well
and put the home side under
pressure. Australia captain
Steven Smith was surprised
with the quick result, achieved
with 39 overs to spare. "It was
a quick one. 37 overs for the

game (overall), you don't see
that too often," he said.

"I thought our bowlers
were outstanding. Mitchell
Starc, in particular, with that
new ball swinging it back down
the line and putting them
(under) early pressure and he
complemented really well with
the rest of our bowling group.

"I didn't know how the
wicket was going to play and
how much it was going to
swing." On his run chase and
the unbeaten 121-run part-
nership by the Australian open-
ers, Smith said, "The way that
Mitch and Heady went out and
went after them was impressive.
Putting them (Indian bowlers)
under pressure.

"When you're chasing 118
really quickly, you can break the
back of it really quickly." 'Man
of the match' Starc said, "I feel
like my rhythm has been good
for a few weeks now and I guess
the last couple of nights I've got
the ball to shape in the air and
do a little bit off the wicket. So,
it's feeling in a good place and
hopefully it continues."
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New Zealand maintained their domi-
nance over Sri Lanka in the second Test

on Sunday, enforcing a follow-on and set-
ting up the likelihood of a series clean sweep
with two days to play.

The tourists reached 113-2 in their sec-
ond innings at stumps on day three but still
trailed by 303 runs at Wellington's Basin
Reserve.

They need a massive turnaround to
avoid defeat after being skittled out for 164
in their first innings in response to the Black
Caps' 580-4 declared.

Starting off with a deficit of 416 runs,
they showed more fight in their second turn
at bat.

Captain Dimuth Karunaratne posted his
second half-century of the day before being
dismissed by counterpart Tim Southee for
51, caught in the deep after fellow-opener
Oshada Fernando had been removed cheap-
ly.

Kusal Mendis was at the crease on 50
and Angelo Mathews unbeaten on one off

40 balls, with the pair seeing off the last 11.5
overs in stoic fashion.

Sri Lanka's best hopes of saving the Test
could rest with the weather.

Rain is forecast for the final day, mean-
ing they could force a stalemate if they can
successfully bat through Monday, when cold,
blustery conditions are expected and may
make life uncomfortable for New Zealand
in the field.

The tourists' slim hope of winning to
square the two-match series was effective-
ly ended by a slew of rash shots which
derailed their first innings.

The tail succumbed rapidly during a
chaotic second session, with the last six wick-

ets tumbling for 50 runs in the space of 15.1
overs despite the wicket playing relatively
true.

Only three batters reached double fig-
ures in the first innings, including
Karunaratne, who was the ninth man out
for 89.

The gritty opener had looked to be dig-
ging the visitors out of a deep hole when he
and Dinesh Chandimal put on 80 for the
fifth wicket after the loss of two wickets in
the day's opening half-hour reduced them
to 34-4.

However, Chandimal was stumped for
34 off Michael Bracewell after charging
down the track soon after tea, sparking the
slump.

Offspinner Bracewell then removed
Dhananjaya de Silva in his next over and
later dismissed Karunaratne when he hit out,
to finish with 3-50.

New Zealand are chasing their third
Test victory in a row, following their dra-
matic two-wicket defeat of Sri Lanka in the
first Test at Christchurch, which was
sealed on the final ball.
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Shai Hope made 128 not out in
his first game as West Indies

ODI captain to set up a 48-run
win over South Africa.

Proteas skipper Temba
Bavuma replied with a century
of his own in the second ODI at
Buffalo Park but his 144 from
118 balls wasn't enough as the
other South African batters failed
around him. Hope's century
inspired West Indies to 335-8
and South Africa was all out for
287 in 41.4 overs despite
Bavuma's best efforts. South
Africa appeared on course to
challenge the big total at 184-2
in the 25th over. Left-arm spin-
ner Akeal Hosein then turned
the game in West Indies' favor.

He removed Tony de Zorzi
for 27 to start South Africa's slide,
claimed another two wickets
and created a run out, as West
Indies took a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series.

The first ODI was aban-
doned because of rain.

Hosein finished with 3-59
and West Indies took eight wick-
ets for just 103 runs to finish off
South Africa after its bright

start. West Indies fast bowler
Alzarri Joseph had 3-53.

Hope hit five fours and
seven sixes in his 115-ball knock
after winning the toss and choos-
ing to bat first. He marked the
start of his captaincy with his
14th ODI hundred. He had sup-
port from Nicholas Pooran (39)
in an 86-run stand and Rovman
Powell (46) in an 80-run stand.
Hope's unbroken partnership
of 42 with Joseph at the end took
West Indies to its highest ODI
total against South Africa.

Bavuma and Quinton de
Kock (48 off 26 balls) put South
Africa on course straight away
with their 76-run opening stand.

But there was little support
for Bavuma after de Kock fell lbw
to Kyle Mayers and his career-
best ODI score came in a loss.
Bavuma and No. 10 Lungi Ngidi
gave South Africa a glimpse of
hope as they scrambled for a 49-
run stand right near the end.
South Africa's chances went
with Bavuma when he attempt-
ed a hook shot off Joseph and
gloved a catch to wicketkeeper
Hope. Joseph removed last man
Tabraiz Shamsi for a duck two
balls later to seal victory.
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Star Indian boxer Nikhat
Zareen out-punched Algeria's

Boualam Roumaysa to secure a
pre-quarterfinal berth in the
Women's World Championships
here on Sunday. Last edition's
bronze medallist Manisha Maun
(57kg) too advanced to the
round of 16 with a 5-0 win
against Rahimi Tina of Australia.

Competing in the 50kg
event, Nikhat beat the reigning
African champion by a similar
margin to notch her second win
in the tournament.

Both boxers held them-
selves back initially and main-
tained a safe distance. Nikhat,
who won gold in the last edition,
drew first blood. The Algerian
followed suit as the two pugilists
tried to get the better of each
another. If Nikhat landed a few
combination punches, Rou-
maysa capitalised on the Indian
boxer's open stance to land sev-
eral blows. However, the first
round went in Nikhat's favour
and the Indian began the next
round by going all out. Rou-
maysa too looked set to come
forward and attack.

Both boxers played with
aggression and resorted to a lot
of body clinching but in the end,
much to delight of the Indian
fans at the KD Jadhav Stadium,
Nikhat emerged victorious.

"My strategy for today was
to dominate the round as she
(Roumaysa) was the top seed.
There is an advantage of seed-
ing. I did not get a seeding. If I
beat the top seeds, it sets an
impression on the judges,"
Nikhat said after the bout.

"I have seen her bouts
before. She gets very aggressive
if you are in close range. So, I had
aimed to play from far but there
was clinching and a bit of dirty
game," she added.
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