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Congress leaders and work-
ers on Sunday observed

“Sankalp Satyagraha” to protest
against disqualification of
Rahul Gandhi from the Lok
Sabha, with party president
Mallikarjun Kharge lashing
out at the ruling BJP and ask-
ing why it is pained if fugitives
such as Nirav Modi and Lalit
Modi are criticised.

Top party leaders P
Chidambaram, Jairam Ramesh,
Salman Khursheed, Pramod
Tiwari, Ajay Maken, Mukul
Wasnik and Adhir Ranjan
Chaudhary, were also seen at
the protest.

Party workers in several
states and UTs like Himachal
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Jammu & Kashmir,
Punjab, Haryana and Gujarat
took part in the satyagrah dur-
ing which prominent party
leaders addressed the pro-
testers.

The police in Gujarat
detained several party func-

tionaries for holding the stir.
While addressing a gath-

ering at Rajghat in New Delhi,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Sunday said a martyred Prime
Minister’s son who walked
thousands of kilometres for
national unity can never insult
the country.

She said the time had
come to raise a voice against
an “arrogant government” as
barring Rahul from contesting
elections does not bode well for
the country and its democracy.
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In its apparent bid to further
ramp up its activities in

South India, international ter-
ror group Islamic State (ISIS)
has launched two sub-groups
for the region. 

While one sub group will
cover Tamil Nadu and Sri
Lanka, the other one will tar-
get the rest of southern States
like Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.

The ISIS has a significant
footprint in South India as
most of the cases linked to the
group under investigation by
the anti-terror probe body
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) are from these States. 

A number of recruits from
South India have also partici-
pated in so-called Hijra
(migration) for ISIS to other
countries.

The outfit has particular-
ly been active in Kerala,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
The ISIS had even roped in the
now banned Popular Front of
India (PFI) recruitment,
spreading the violent Islamist
ideology, training and raising
a militia of trained jihadist to
execute terror attacks. 

The PFI was initially raised
in Kerala but subsequently
shifted its headquarters to
Shaheen Bagh in the national

Capital.
Earlier, the ISIS had

formed groups like ISIS JK for
Jammu & Kashmir, ISIS
Deccan for South India, and
ISIS Hind for the hinterland,
experts tracking the group
said. 

“Investigations in the case
had revealed that the accused
had been conspiring to drive a
wedge between different com-
munities and groups living in
India, spread the concept of
violent extremism and jihad in
India with the objective of
dismembering the country and
taking it over by establishing
Islamic rule in India by 2047,”
the NIA has been on record
stating this.

�������	�
��
�
�
�
��������
�
��������

��������	
�����	�������	������	������	������	���	�������	������������	�������
������
���������	��	��������	
�����	����
	������	����	���	���	����� 	��	��!����	��
"�#	$�
��	��	������	 ���!��	$����	%	������

����� ��������	�

Taking exception to protests
in Canada outside its

embassy and consulates by
alleged Khalistan supporters,
India has summoned High
Commissioner of Canada to
New Delhi to register its dis-
pleasure over security arrange-
ments outside the diplomatic
premises there.

“It is expected that the
Canadian Government will take
steps which are required to
ensure safety of our diplomats
and security of our diplomatic
premises so that they are able to
fulfil their normal diplomatic
functions,” a Ministry of
External Affairs statement on
Sunday said. High
Commissioner Cameron
MacKay was summoned on
Saturday.

“India sought an explana-
tion on how such elements
were allowed, in the presence
of police, to breach the secu-
rity of our diplomatic Mission
and Consulates,” the statement
said. 

MacKay was summoned to
the External Affairs Ministry .
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The Centre has notified a
hike in wage rates under

the rural job guarantee pro-
gramme for the 2023-24 finan-
cial year with Haryana having
the highest daily wage at Rs 357
per day and Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh the lowest at
Rs 221. 

The Union Ministry of
Rural Development issued a
notification on the change in
wage rates under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme on March 24. The
notification was issued under
Section 6 (1) of the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), 2005, that says
the Centre may, by notification,
specify the wage rate for its
beneficiaries. The wage hikes,
which range from Rs 7 to Rs 26,
will come into effect from
April 1. 

Compared to last year’s
rates, Rajasthan registered the
highest percentage increase
in wages. The revised wage for
Rajasthan is Rs 255 per day, up
from Rs 231 in 2022-23. 
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Taking a dig at  Congress
over its nationwide protest

against the disqualification of
Rahul Gandhi,  BJP president
JP Nadda on Sunday said the
court asked Rahul to apologise
but there’s so much arrogance
in him that he did not apolo-

gise.
“They give casteist slurs

saying ‘chor’. Court asked you
(Rahul) to apologise but
there’s so much arrogance you
don’t apologise, membership
goes, you’re sentenced but
‘rassi jal gayi, bal nahi gaya’,”
Nadda said in Madhya
Pradesh.
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Days after vandalising the
Indian consulate in San

Francisco, alleged Khalistan
supporters have attacked
Indian journalist Lalit K Jha
working for the Press Trust of
India (PTI) in Washington. 

He was covering a pro-
Khalistan protest outside the
Indian Embassy there on
Saturday afternoon when the

incident took place. Local
police saved him. The Indian
Embassy has condemned the
attack. Jha took to twitter on
Sunday and thanked the US
Secret Service and police for
protecting him.

Reports said Jha was phys-
ically attacked and verbally
abused by Khalistan support-
ers. Washington-based jour-
nalist said he was hit on his left
ear with two sticks by the
Khalistan supporters. 
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The Delhi Police has denied
permission to the Congress

for holding ‘satyagraha’ at
Rajghat to protest against Rahul
Gandhi’s disqualification from
the Lok Sabha, officials said on
Sunday.

In a letter, the Delhi Police
said the request was rejected
due to law and order and traf-
fic reasons and prohibitory
orders under Section 144 CrPC
imposed in and around
Rajghat. 
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Nikhat Zareen continued to
grow in stature as she

added a second world title to
her swelling trophy cabinet
while Lovlina Borgohain
broke her ‘bronze jinx’ to
claim her maiden gold medal
at the marquee event here on
Sunday.

Nikhat upstaged two-time
Asian champion Nguyen Thi
Tam of Vietnam by a 5-0 ver-
dict to take the light fly-
weight title in front of a
packed home crowd at the KD
Jadhav Indoor Hall.

Two-time bronze medal-
list Lovlina, on the other
hand, defeated two-time

Commonwealth Games
medallist Caitlin Parker of
Australia 5-2 to win her maid-
en world title.

With the win, Nikhat
becomes only the second
Indian after the legendary
MC Mary Kom to win the
title of the prestigious tour-
nament twice.

“I am very happy that I
have become a world cham-
pion for the second time,
especially in an Olympic cat-
egory,” Nikhat, who won the
52kg title last year, said after
her bout.

The first bout of the day
between the two Asians was
an exciting affair that went
down to the wire.
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Study in 4 States

No time for family concern for most women cops
Basic amenities
like toilet, rest
room, transport
elude many  
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

About 14.02% women po-
lice personnel from Odisha do
not have access to clean toi-
lets, whereas only 8.5% have
access to clean washrooms.
Similarly, 21.6% expressed that
they do not have a rest
room.17.37% expressed their
difficulty in not having trans-
portation facilities during odd
hours of work.

 A report on “Challenges of
Women Police Personnel”

vealed this. The report makes
a detailed analysis of multi-di-
mensionality of the challenges
confronted by police women of
four States including
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and
Bihar, apart from Odisha.

 The report said across the
States, women respondents face
similar challenges and their per-
ception of the gravity of the dif-
ficulties they face due to various
challenges is more or less same.
It is found that no time for fam-
ily as well as self is the most pierc-
ing concern for most respon-
dents across the four States.

 Cumulatively, one day of
weekly leave, availability of ba-
sic facilities like clean and sepa-

rate toilet, rest room, transpor-
tation etc and crèche are the top
three ranked facilities that
women police who participated
in the study want. Besides, con-
tractual employment is not a
favourable mode of employ-
ment to be adopted in the po-
lice department.

 The recommendations made
in the report are fixed hours of
work, one day of weekly off,
clean and hygienic toilets, main-
tenance of menstrual hygiene
and rest during this time every
month. Besides, it was suggested
to the State Governments to
adopt the provision of child care
leave to a female member of the
service in the All-India Service

(Leave) rules 1955 and imple-
ment it in letter and spirit in
the police departments.

 The dignitaries present on
the occasion were Chairperson,
State Commission for
Women Dr Minati Behera,
former DGP, Odisha
Manmohan Praharaj, former
DGP, Jharkhand Gouri Sankar
Rath, Editor Utakal Prasanga
and Odisha Review Kasturi
Mohapatra and lawyer Sujata
Jena. The study report is a re-
sult of an extensive research,
conducted by Dr Sushmita
Parija, faculty of Manipal Uni-
versity.  Bishakha Bhanja,
NAWO Odisha Chapter, man-
aged the event.

conducted by the Centre for
the Sustainable Use of Natural

and Social Resources (CSNR),
which was released at

the National Academy of
Broadcasting and

M u l t i m e d i a  ( N A B M ) ,
Bhubaneswar, on Sunday, re-
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Whither grand plan for Daya West Canal?

PIYUSH RANJAN ROUT

W
hen looking from
the window of an
a i r c r a f t ,

Bhubaneswar with its long
beautiful canals often gives
me the feel of landing in
Amsterdam. I remember Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik had
laid the foundation stone for
a 7.8 km integrated Daya West
Canal road project, connecting
NH-5 with NH-203 on May
22, 2011 at a cost of Rs 30
crore. Then on World Tourism
Day, I stumbled upon news
about the water front
development of the Daya and
Kuakhai rivers of Bhubaneswar
in line with the Sabarmati river
front development in
Ahmedabad.

 But the question that strikes

me was about our decision
makers as to whether they
understand the difference
between the river systems of
Bhubaneswar and Ahmedabad
first. Then do we really need a
river front development
project or do we need to invest

in agricultural development
around the canal? I couldn't
understand how they allowed
squeezing a 32 feet canal into
11feet by paving way for
expansion of roads that will
facilitate movement of heavy
vehicles within calm
residential areas. Even
engineers advocated that the
road project with the water
body can also become a spot
to promote water sports or
fun activities such as boating
etc in future.

 Yet another question that
strikes my mind is if you are
prepared for spending Rs
2,000 crore for such a grand
project, why not spend as less
as Rs 200 crore in reviving
the 32 feet canal with water

entertainments, sports,
walking and jogging track
etc. For, canals of similar size
are a major tourist attraction
in some of the world's leading
cities, towns and countryside
that act as ecological
preservation, poverty
reduction and promotion of
livelihood and tourism.

 The irrigation canal that
was developed in the 1970s
originates from Kuakhai river
and passes through four
Assembly constituencies out
seven in Bhubaneswar
Parliament constituency
before merging with Daya
river that ultimately drains
into Chilika. The canal,
however, unofficially was
declared dead in 1990 and

handed over to the Public
Works Department by the
Water Resources Department
for converting it into a semi
ring road when concrete
buildings came on either side
of the canal.

 The canal would have been
by now a ring road but
survived to act as a vibrant
city's defence system that
saved the city when
Bhubaneswar on numerous
occasions faced deluge
including receiving as high
as 200mm rainfall in 24
hours' time. Perhaps along
with Daya West Canal, the
natural drains of
Bhubaneswar should be made
aquifers which would
recharge ground water of the

urban ecosystem.
 But of late, the Daya West

Canal acts as a public
dumping site. A little
beautification can turn the
canal into a favourite haunt
for city dwellers and urban
lab for school children as well
as researchers understanding
the urban ecosystem.  I
wonder what stops our
planners who decided to
build a six -lane road of 38
km on both sides of the Daya
West Canal from investing
for a 38 km urban oasis by
making cycle ways,
pedestrian paradise, urban
forest and making the canal
communicable by boat?
 (Dr Rout is an urban

planner)

Senior citizens from old age home visit HC

OSDMA holds Master Trainers' capacity building

Cong decries Rahul disqualification

Film MANASKA released in city

All-party meet condemns Rahul expulsion

Wanted criminal Jitu held
in encounter in BBSR

2 boys meet watery grave in B'swar

Explained about
right to free legal
aid
PNS     �����   CUTTACK

On Sunday, a new chapter
was written in the history of
the Orissa High Court with the
visit of senior citizens to its
premises.

The senior citizens from an
Old Age Home of Isani
Berhampur, Nischintakoili, run
by the Association for Social
Reconstructive Activities
(ASRA), Cuttack visited the
High Court along with the
Museum of Justice and Odisha
State Legal Services Authority
(OSLSA).

The High Court officials
explained various aspects of
judicial functioning to the
senior citizens. Advocates
Iswar Mohanty and Aurolina
Pal interacted with them and

they were elated being present
in the Chief Justice’s Courts
and Chambers in the Heritage
Building and the New
Building of the Court and

knowing about former Chief
Justices and Judges.

At the Museum of Justice,
the Registrar (Records) and the
museum officials explained

about the importance of
artefacts displayed there as well
as the evolution of justice
system. They also visited the
Aain Seva Bhawan which

houses the office of Odisha
State Legal Services Authority
where they were told about the
Alternative Dispute Redressal
(ADR) mechanism and its
contribution in redressal of the
grievances of poor litigants.

At Aain Seva Bhawan the
senior citizens interacted with
Justice Gourishankar
Satapathy who told them
about their rights under various
laws and their right to get free
legal aid as senior citizens.
Responding to the legal
problems shared by the senior
citizens, Justice Satapathy
assured them that the OSLSA
would take prompt steps for
redressal of their legal
problems and asked the
Member Secretary, OSLSA to
depute the panel of lawyers
and paralegal volunteers to
visit their Old Age Home to
collect relevant information. 
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An all-party meeting here
on Saturday expressed
concern over the expelling of
Rahul Gandhi from Lok Sabha
and vowed to protest the
undemocratic decision.

It was decided that all the
opposition parties would hit the
streets and intensify the

agitation. The speakers termed
Rahul's expulsion as a
conspiracy by the BJP and the
RSS to throttle the voice of the
opposition and urged all secular
and patriotic people to support
them. It was also decided to
hold a march to the Raj Bhavan
on Monday.

Leaders of Congress, CPI,
CPI(M), Samajwadi Party,

Forward Bloc, Aam Aadmi
Party, NCP and Samruddha
Odisha were present in the
meeting. Former PCC
presidents Niranjan Patnaik,
Jaydev Jena, CPM leaders Ali
Kishore Patnaik and Janardhan
Pati, CPI leaderNaryan Reddy,
SP leader Rabi Behera along
with Jyotish Mahapatra sand
Bikram Swain were present.

Had attacked
jeweller at
Kharavel Nagar
this month
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

A dreaded criminal accused
of attacking a jeweller at
Kharavel Nagar here this
month was arrested following
an encounter in the city on
Saturday night.

The accused Jitendra Palei
alias Jitu was wanted in a
bombing and attempt to
murder case registered at the
Kharavel Nagar police station.

According to reports, a
team of police led by the
Kharavel Nagar PS IIC chased
Jitu at 1.30 am following
inputs about his movement
near Tankapani Road.

In the chase, Jitu tried to
escape on a kutcha road near
the Bankual Kuakhai river
embankment after opening
fire at the police team. In self-

defence, the police team
resorted to firing at the
criminal in which he was
injured.

Police rushed him to the
Capital Hospital for first aid.
Later, he was referred to the
SCB Medical College Hospital
in Cuttack for further
treatment.

Police nabbed Jitu in
connection with the bomb
attack on a jeweller at
Kharavel Nagar on March 17.
During investigation in the
case, it was revealed that Jitu
had criminal records in the
past. He was involved in many
cases including dacoity and
extortion in Cuttack, Khordha
and Jagatsinghpur districts.
Earlier, he had opened fire at a
Havalidar, informed
Bhubaneswar DCP Prateek
Singh.

The preliminary
investigation revealed that Jitu
had attacked the same jeweller
severely injuring him last year.

Family alleges
murder
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

A youth was found
hanging in a room of an OYO
hotel in the Khandagiri area
here in the city capital on
Sunday.

The deceased was identified
as Durga Prasad Mishra, a
resident of Niali in Cuttack
district.

According to reports,
Mishra had visited the OYO
hotel with his friends at
Jagamara for birthday
celebrations. He hanged

himself with his female
friend's veil while the latter was
inside a washroom.

The friends of the deceased
found him hanging in the
room in the morning.

On receiving information,
the Khandagiri police reached
the hotel and interrogated
friends of the deceased to
ascertain the reason behind the
death.

The police seized the mobile
phone of the deceased youth
to search for the clue to the
incident.

However, the family of the
deceased alleged that he was
murdered.

Youth found hanging
in hotel in city

NALINI SAHU
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The Odisha Pradesh
Congress Committee (OPCC)
on Sunday held a day-long
'Sankalp Satyagraha' in
support of Rahul Gandhi at the
Gandhi Maidan near Nalco
Square here.

Led by OPCC president
Sarat Patnaik, the Satyagraha
was attended by prominent
leaders including former PCC
chiefs Niranjan Patnaik and
Jayadev Jena, former MPs
Rama Chandra Khuntia and
Ananta Sethi, Jatni MLA
Suresh Routray, former
Minister Sarat Rout, Judhistir
Jena, Sibananda Ray, Bijay
Patnaik, Sibananda Mallick.

The OPCC president and
other leaders castigated the
BJP-led Government at the

Centre for its "anti-
democratic" acts.

"On February 7, Rahul
Gandhi raised many questions
in Lok Sabha with regard to
the relationship between
Adani and Prime Minister

Modi. Ever since, the BJP
wanted to keep him out of
Parliament at any cost. The
disqualification conspiracy
was hatched long before," said
the PCC chief.

Niranjan Patnaik asked, "Is

it good for democracy when
the principal opposition leader
is not allowed to raise his voice
in Parliament where we have
a PM who speaks to the world
about India as the mother of
democracy?"

On disaster,
pandemic
management
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha State Disaster
Management Authority
(OSDMA) organised a three-
day capacity building
orientation in collaboration
with the State Urban
Development Agency
(SUDA). A team of 43 master
trainers consisting of State
mission managers, city
mission managers and
community organisers from
various urban local bodies
(ULBs) were given training for
three days from March 22 to
24.

Executive Director,
OSDMA Dr Gyana Das,

Director, Municipal
Administration Sangramjit
Nayak , Additional Secretary
Pravat Mohapatra, Project
Director SUDA Sarada Panda,
CGM,OSDMA Sabyasachi
Hota spoke on the inaugural
day of the programme.

During the training
emphasis was mostly on
imparting clarity to
participants on concepts of
disaster management,

mapping of stakeholders in
disaster management in
urban areas, disaster
management plan, urban
flood and fire management,
risk informed urban
planning, earthquake
management and city
disaster resilience,
prevention and safety etc.

Resource persons from the
OSDMA, the UNICEF and
other agencies interacted and

made efforts to help the
participants visualize a
disaster situation and how to
go about addressing it. In
addition, the participants
were taken on an interesting
visit to OSDMA Control
Room to get an
understanding on how
"Early Warning System"
works and the information gets
disseminated downwards to the
field, i.e., grassroots level.

Joint Secretary and Director
SUDA Sarada Panda graced as
chief guest in the valedictory
session and distributed
certificates to the master
trainers. They were also inspired
to build a strong base of
community and institutional
preparedness for effective
disaster management at the
field level.

PNS     �����   BALESWAR

Drowning deaths of two
boys were reported from two
different places of Baleswar
district on Sunday.

While one incident took
place in Khaira, another was
reported from Baliapal. The
deceased were identified as
Kishor Dash (14) of Miripur
village and Manu Mahuri (16)
of village Kachuapada.

Kishor, a class-IX student,
had gone to take bath in a

village pond along with two
friends and slipped into deep
water. Although he was rescued
by villagers and rushed to the
nearest hospital at Simulia and
subsequently to the Bhadrak
District Headquarters
Hospital, he couldn't survive.

Similarly, Manu with his
friends while taking bath in a
village pond too drowned.
Although rescued and rushed
to the CHC at Baliapal, the
doctor there declared him
dead.

CUO English Dept's 3-day int'l talk ends

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

MANASKA, a film all
about the journey of a man
Taanish, who has lost himself
within,  was released at
Bhubaneswar. Several
dignitaries along with the
actors in the cast were present
at the premier show.

The film has been directed
by award winning, Indian
filmmaker and director Manas
Sahoo, who is predominantly
known for his works in Odia
films. The producer of the film
is Bhabani Prasad Majhi and

co producer / writer is Dr
Lingaraj Nath.

The lead actors are Aswini
Roy Mohapatra as Taanish,
Madhumita Barik as Shalini,
Bikash Choudhury as Mad
Monk, Amritanshu Bishoyee
as junior Taanish, Bhabani
Prasad as Raghu, Debadutta
Nanda as Peter, Minati
Pattnaik as mad lady, Dr
Nanda, RajeswarPatra as
Kantababu. Director of the
movie Manas Sahoo has shot
film in the nearby areas of
Bhabanipatana which is full of
natural beauty and greenery.

PNS     �����   KORAPUT

An International Confer-
ence on "Imagining and
Translating the 'Other': Engag-
ing with Contemporary In-
dian Literature" of the Depart-
ment of English Language and
Literature (DELL), Central
University (CUO) of Odisha,
Koraput was concluded with a
short session on March 22.

 The summing up was done
by Prof Himansu S
Mohapatra. The two foreign
delegates Chandrahas
Choudhury and Prof
Alessandro Vescovi as well as
outstation participants Dr
Manisha Mishra, Head En-
glish, Rama Devi Women's
University, Dr Munira Salim,
Head, English, Stewart Sci-
ence College, Dr Tyagraj
Thakur, senior faculty of En-
glish, Silicon University of
Technology, Dr Siddharth
Mohapatra, senior faculty of
English, Nalinikanta Parhi,
Lecturer in English, Nilgiri
College, and senior journalist
and mediaperson Sandeep
Mishra gave their responses to
the three-day conference. The
vote of thanks was extended
by the convener Sanjeet
Kumar Das.

 Senior professors Prof
Guru Charan Behera, Prof

Dipti Ranjan Pattanik (both
from BHU), Prof Asim Ranjan
Parhi (Head, English, Utkal
University), Prof Mary
Mohanty and Tanutrushna
Panigrahi (Utkal University)
were present.

 The second day of the con-
ference began with a plenary
lecture titled "Watch Out, Di:
New Vistas in Indian Fiction
Today" by Chandrahas
Choudhury, which served as a
mirror of the whole panorama
of new trends in creative writ-
ing and translation in Indian
literature.

The second day's proceed-
ings were capped by a cul-
tural extravaganza, put up by
the students. The package in-
cluded poetry recitation, one
full length play (Nirajana by
Bijay Mishra) and a solo play,
songs and dance perfor-
mances.

 The third day saw two ple-
nary lectures, the first one by
Prof Alessandro Vescovi,
titled "From Toru Dutt to
Amitav Ghosh: Two In-
stances of Translating India
for the Word", and, the sec-
ond by Prof Harish Trivedi,
former professor of English,
University of Delhi, titled
"Othering Ourselves: The
Paradox of (Self-) Transla-
tion".
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INBRIEF
ODISHA NO. 2 IN TB CONTROL
Bhubaneswar: State Health and Family Welfare Secretary
Shalini Pandit has said that in the just-released India TB Report
2023, Odisha has been ranked No. 2 in the country for its
progress in elimination of TB for the year 2022. While Tripura
has taken the lead, Odisha has taken effective steps in tackling
TB and Telengana stood third. The TB Report 2023 was re-
leased by Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Mansukh
Mandaviya.

ODISHA EXCISE BAGS EGOV AWARD
New Delhi: Odisha Excise has once again gained recognition
at the national level for its digital initiative thanks to its 5T
innovation implementation. Odisha Excise has received sev-
eral awards including Digital India Gold and Skoch Awards.
5T initiatives implementation has led to better results and
recognition at the national level.

KIIT COUNTRY'S FIRST EDU INSTITUTION AS AICF MEMBER
Bhubaneswar: Considering the role of KIIT University for pro-
motion of the game of chess in Odisha and India for the last 15
years by organising many annual Grand Master Tournaments,

several international and national tournaments and helping
Odisha produce two Grand Masters Debasis Das and Swayams
Mishra along with supporting other rated players, the All India
Chess Federation (AICF) in its Executive Council meeting
followed by a Special General Body Meeting on Sunday unani-
mously decided to grant Institutional Membership to the KIIT
University as the first and only education institute in the coun-
try and becoming a member of the AICF.

SIDDHESWAR NEW PRESIDENT OF PARALA BAR ASSN
Paralakhemundi: Siddheswar Mishra, K Babu Rao and M

Prithviraj have been elected as president, vice-president and
secretary, respectively, of the Paralakhemundi Bar Association.

PHULBANI BAR ASSN ELECTS OFFICE-BEARERS
Phulbani: Bhagaban Mohanty has been elected as president of

the Phulbani Bar Association while Binapani Pradhan has won
as vice-president and Kamal Behera as secretary.

BARGARH BAR ASSN OFFICE-BEARERS ELECTED
Bargarh: Bhishmadev Saraf has been elected as
president of the Bargarh Bar Association. Sushil
Satpathy has won as vice-president, Uttar Sahu
as general secretary and Sukadev Sahu as joint
secretary.

GUAL REELECTED JHARSUGUDA BAR ASSN PRESIDENT
Jharsuguda: Senior advocate Trinath
Gual has won the election for the
post of president for a second term
of the Jharsuguda Bar Association
and Asit Behera has been elected as its general secretary.

BIJU PATNAIK SENIOR CITIZENS' MEET IN B'PUR
Brahmapur: A meeting of the
Ganjam District Biju Patnaik
Senior Citizens' Association was
held under the chairmanship of
Dr Jayant Mohapatro on Satur-
day. The last general body
meeting's resolutions were read
out and last three years' finan-
cial reports were discussed and approved. Madan Mohan
Parichha was unanimously declared as cashier. On April 16, the
annual picnic will be held in Sonpur.

SEMINAR ON FISHERY COMMUNITY LIVELIHOOD AT GANJAM
Chhatrapur: A seminar on 'Joint Fishery Management & Com-
munity Livelihood Development' was organisd at the Dakhina
Foundation office of Ganjam town on Saturday. Members of
fishery organisations of Ganjam and Chhatrapur blocks dis-

cussed livelihood and other issues of fishing communities of
the area. The seminar focused on issues of traditional fishing
community like problems for their livelihood, social and eco-
nomic development, insurance facility, rights and Govern-
ment schemes for them. The event was attended by Odisha
Traditional Fishing Federation general secretary K Aleya,
Ganjam district general secretary CH Babaji, UAA secretary
Mangaraj Panda among others.

ODISHA YOUTH ARRESTED IN GOA FOR POSSESSING GANJA
Bhubaneswar: A youth from Odisha was reportedly arrested by
police in Goa on Saturday for allegedly possessing 5.5 kg of
ganja worth Rs 5.50 lakh. He was identified as Bijay Mallick.

JYOSHNA BAGS SILVER, OVERALL BRONZE AT
WEIGHTLIFTING C'SHIP
Bhubaneswar: Odisha weightlifter
Jyoshna Sabar has bagged a silver
medal and an overall bronze medal
at the Youth World Weightlifting
Championship held at Durres, Alba-
nia. She won the silver medal in
Snatch and the bronze for snatch 53
kg and 62 kg Clean and Jerk in the women's 40kg event.

T
he International
Women's Day is
celebrated on March 8

to promote gender equity,
justice, sensitivity and
empowerment. On the
occasion, the incredible
contribution made by Justice
Ruth Ginsberg who served as
a judge in the US Supreme
Court comes to mind. She was
the first  Jewish woman to be
nominated by President Bill
Clinton and cleared by the
Senate with a vote of 93 to 7.
Serving the Supreme Court
for 27 years, she succumbed
to prostate cancer and is
widely regarded as the greatest
champion of gender equality
and women's rights.
She would be remembered

for seven important
judgments she delivered
during her long and illustrious
career, where she went beyond
gender justice and looked at
people with mental disability
with sensitivity, protected the
need for a healthy
environment and asserted the
right to privacy of young girls
and parity of pay between
men and women. In the
United States v. Virginiacase
(1996) she struck down the
long standing policy of male
only admission of Virginia
Military Institute. The lone
dissenter was Antonin
Gregory Scalia who
represented the conservative
spirit of the US Supreme
Court. While Justice Ginsburg

Justice Ruth Ginsberg, champion of gender justice

invoked equal protection clause
of 1968 to strike down gender
bias against women, Justice
Scalia believed that 'this was not
an interpretation of the
Constitution but creation of
one'. Ginsburg was the
principal liberal mouthpiece of
the US Supreme Court.

In another landmark case
Olmstead v. L.C., 1999 she
wrote strongly against
unjustified isolation of people
with mental disability. She was
of the view that the Disability
Act provides a right to the
mentally disabled to live in the
community rather than being
forced to enter into a mental
institution. This had far
reaching implications in many
States of the USA
subsequently. In the Friends of
the Earth, Inc. v. Laidlaw
Environmental Services, Inc.
(2000) she averred that a
plaintiff need not prove actual
harm to residents flowing out
of contaminated water of the
river.  She wrote: "Injury comes

from lessening the aesthetic
and recreational values of the
area for users of the river."

In another case, Safford
Unified School District v.
Redding (2008), she held that
the school went too far in
ordering a 13-year-old female
student to strip her bra and
underpants so that they could
search for possession of drugs.
She considered such a seizure
offensive of the fourth
amendment to US
Constitution in 1792, which
frowns upon arbitrary search.
To quote her 'they have not
been a 13-year-old girl to
understand the depth of a
humiliation and decimation of
her right to privacy.'

She is also known for her
dissenting judgements, the
most important being Bush v.
Gore(2000) where in a verdict
of 5 to 4 the conservative
judges did not allow a recount
of vote in the State of Florida.
Writing the minority
judgement, she observed that
stopping the recount was a
violation of three venerable
judicial principles, viz. refrain
from opinion of the State
Supreme Court, just exercise
of jurisprudence and
peremptory exclusion of
federal law. She has famously
observed "it is the confidence
of men and women in
administration of the judicial
system that is the true
backbone of rule of law."

In Ledbetter v. Goodyear

Tire and Rubber Co (2007)
case, she struck down
legislation providing pay
discrimination against women
employees. She implored
President Obama to change
the law, which he did in 2008.
She represented true judicial
activism of the Supreme
Court, to rile against patent
discrimination, insensitivity
and executive and legislative
highhandedness. Ginsburg
evokes the memory of Justice
John Marshall, who firmly
planted the concept of judicial
review in the Marbury v.
Madison Case (1803).

She never mixed dissent
with fellow judges with
personal friendship. Her
friendship with Justice Scalia
was legendary as they visited
opera together, were shopping
buddies and rode an elephant
in India, with Scalia sitting
upfront. When Ginsburg was
asked, what about feminism,
the diminutive judge quipped:
'It had to do with the
distribution of weight!' Ruth
had famously observed: 'If you
cannot disagree with your
colleague about some issues of
law and yet personally be
friendly, get another job!'

Ginsburg studied law in
Harvard Law School in 1956,
when they were only 9 women
in a class of 500.The Dean had
apparently called the girls
separately and asked: 'Why are
you taking the place of man?'
In 2020, the Harvard Law

School has boys and girls
50:50. Virginia Law School is
no longer the preserve of virile
men. Felix Frankfurter, the
legendary Judge, rejected
Ginsburg for a clerkship
position, due to her gender.
Most of Ginsburg's clerks were
blacks, and they were her pall
bearers during her funeral.

 She has been buried by the
side of her husband at
Arlington, where loving wind
will sweep the sleeping couples.
Marty doted on her, and died
of cancer in 2010. A brilliant
tax lawyer and one year senior
to her in HLS, Marty
observed when she became an
associate judge in Supreme
Court in 1993. It has been an
incredible journey, by
marrying Ruth, on her
pathway to the Supreme
Court. She would not
complain about the quality of
my cooking, nor can I quibble
about her expertise in Law!
Scalia wiped tears in the court
when he heard of Marty's
death. They never mixed law
and ideology with mutual
respect and personal
affection. Dissent for them
was like 'an appeal to the
brooding spirit of law'. She
lives behind a huge legacy as
the greatest crusader of
gender rights, with sensitivity
to all sections of the society.
Even in dissent she showed
remarkable detachment of not
mixing ideology with
personal predilection.  She

stood ramrod to ensure right
to equality, dignity for all and
uphold the principle of rule
of law.

 Interestingly, with the
assumption to office as CJI,
Justice DY Chandrachud is
being hailed and riled for his
bold judgements on women's
right to equality, dignity and
privacy. In Sabarimalai
temple entry case (2018),
where menstruating women
were denied entry he not only
struck down this palpable
gender discrimination but
also invoked untouchability
provision to decry such
abominable practice. For
Chandrachud the rule of law
is a defence against oppressive
structures like patriarchy. In
Babita Puniya Case (2020), he
strongly castigated the Army
for denying grant of
Permanent Commission to
all serving women officers on
Short Service Commission.
One clearly discerns the
influence of Ginsburg in CJI
Chandrachud's quest for an
egalitarian society.  The
Constitution provides that
practices derogatory to the
dignity of women must be
renounced.  The Judiciary
being the last lamppost for
hope for all citizens, including
women, one hopes that judges
like Ginsberg hold the candle
for gender justice and dignity.

(Dr Misra is a Professor

Emeritus)

SATYA NARAYAN MISRA

CM launches Rs 1,952.89-cr projects in Ganjam

Saptasajya all set for Ram Navami fest on Mar 30

Ganjam Med Employees' Union meet held

2 get 20-yr RI for
raping minor in S'garh

JSpur burial ground
made encroachment-free

PNS �����   BRAHMAPUR

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik undertook a marathon
tour of Ganjam district and in-
augurated various develop-
ment projects in Chhatrapur,
Ninjili and Kabisuryanagar
blocks on Sunday.

Accompanied by 5T Secre-
tary VK Pandian, Patnaik
launched 825 projects worth
Rs 1,952.89 crore and also laid
foundation stones for certain
development schemes.

He announced to provide
loan of Rs 619 crore with zero-
per cent interest to 2.24 lakh
women of 22,200 Self-Help
Groups.

He also handed over RoR to
12,000 beneficiaries in
Kabisuryanagar.

Addressing a huge gather-
ing during the programme,
Patnaik said, “Women SHGs

of Ganjam district have been
working for development of
their localities. I want them to
get transformed from SHGs
to SMEs.”

“The Ganjam district has set
milestones in healthcare and
education sectors. So far,
50,000 beneficiaries have been
benefited from Biju Swasthya
Kalyan Yojana in Ganjam dis-
trict for which the State Gov-

ernment has spent over Rs 90
crore. Similarly, the high
schools in the district have
been transformed under the
5T initiative. All schools will
be transformed in the district
by December this year,” the
CM said. Patnaik called upon
the people of Ganjam for their
cooperation to make their dis-
trict the number one in the
country.

Memo with key
demands
submitted
KRUSHNA CHANDRA PANDA
�����   BRAHMAPUR

The general body (GB)
meeting of Ganjam district
branch of Odisha Medical
Employees' Union was held
here on Friday. Advisor of the
organisation and State vice-
president of Hind Mazdoor
Sabha (HMS) Rabi Rath pre-
sided.  The meeting, among
other things, discussed thread-
bare various genuine problems
of the employees which so far
remain unheeded.

 A delegation of union
members led by Rath submit-
ted a seven- point charter of
demands to the authorities for
fulfilment.  If the demands of
the employees are not fulfilled
within a prescribed time frame

by the authorities, the employ-
ees will be forced to resort to
agitation and hospital authori-
ties will be held responsible for
that, Rath cautioned.

 Some of the key demands
include filling up of all the D-
Grade posts lying vacant for
last many years;  rehabilitation
of one of the family members
of  employees who died while
remaining in job for
sustainability of the family;
promotion of Class-IV em-
ployees to Class-III position
in commensurate with their
qualification; regularising the
outsourcing employees who

have worked for more than
10 years;  construction of
sufficient residential staff
quarters for the Class-IV em-
ployees in the hospital pre-
mises; hike in dress allowance
to Rs 2,000 and risk allow-
ance to Rs 500;  payment of
medical bill reimbursement
and increase of superannua-
tion age of the employees
from 60 to 65 years at par
with doctors, said union sec-
retary Renupriya Padhi.
Later, Suprabha Singh, who
superannuated recently from
service, was felicitated by the
union.

The popular
tourist spot yet
to have
ade uate in ra
KRUSHNA KUMAR MISHRA �����
DHENKANAL

Come Ram Navami and
the sleepy serene hill ranges of
the famous Saptasajya will
awaken to life. Thousands of
devotees congregate on the
hilltop to have  a darshan of
Lord Shree Ram, Sita and
Laxman in a beautiful temple
perched on the hill. This year
also the temple management
is geared up to observe the fest
on March 30.

 However, though the
Saptasajya hills are a popular
tourist spot, the State Tourism
Department has not focussed
much in creating infrastruc-
ture for the tourists. There is
no regular bus service for the
visitors, nor is there a
Panthaniwas for the stay of the
tourists and visitors. One has
to make his/her own arrange-
ment to go to Saptasajya ei-
ther from the Dhenkanal or
Athagarh side. A motor car can
go half the way till the Jena
Devi temple on the foot hill
and from there, the visitors
have to trek the hill. Former
Dhenkanal MP KP Singhdeo
had erected a water reserve and
a rest shed from his LAD fund
years back.

 History has it that one Hari
Pattnaik, who was an em-

ployee of the Endowment
Department, had started wor-
shipping Lord Ram, Laxman
and Sita by constructing a
thatched hut in 1956. Subse-
quently, Pattnaik led the life
of a saint after his retirement
and installed his ashram on
around 25 acres of land and
named it as Utkal Samaj near
the Saptasajya hills. He came
to be known as Hari Baba,
when he organised an All In-
dia Dharma Mahasabha in
Dhenkanal and founded a
Kalki Temple in the Utkal
Samaj premises.

 In 1971 the erstwhile queen
of Dhenkanal and former
MLA Ratna Prava Devi built a
beautiful temple near the
thatched roof where Shree
Ram was worshipped. Queen's
elder son, former MP and
former Union Minister KP
Singhdeo collected idols of
Shree Ram, Sita, Laxman and

Hanuman made up of marbles
from Rajasthan and installed
them in the newly constructed
temple as per Vedic rituals.
Queen Ratna Prava also do-
nated a hundred acres of land
for smooth management of
the temple. The Devottar De-
partment has been handed
over the management of the
three major temples of the dis-
trict, such as Chandra Sekhar
Jew Kapilas, Balladev Jew
Dhenkanal and Shree Ram
temple of Saptasajya. Like
Jagar Mela at Kapilash, Rath
Yatra at Dhenkanal, the
Devottar Department also
organises the Ram Navami
Mahotsav at Saptasajya every
year with pomp and cer-
emony.

 The foothill villages of
Saptasajya are enriched with
greenery and have earned a
name for production of green
vegetables, which they grow

with the water from the pe-
rennial streams flowing from
the Saptasajya hill range. One
of the villages, Sadeibereni
situated at the foothill is inter-
nationally reputed for its
DOCRA works.

According to a myth, in the
age of Treteya, Bhagaban Shree
Ram had visited Saptasajya
with wife Sita and younger
brother Laxman, during their
14- year exile. Being pleased
with the prayer of Sapta Rishies,
such as Kratu, Bulaha, Pulastya,
Atri, Basistha, Angira and
Marichi who were residing in
seven caves at Saptasajya, Lord
Ram had created seven peren-
nial streams with his arrow on
the hill to alleviate the water
woes of the seven monks. It is
said that since those days, the
seven streams have been flow-
ing perennially and the seven
caves have been named after
the seven monks.

PNS �����   ROURKELA

The Sundargarh POSCO
Court on Friday sentenced
Shankar Oram and Sajit Oram
to 20 years' rigorous impris-
onment for raping a minor girl
eight years ago under the
Jhirpani police station area in
the district.

The court also asked the ac-
cused to pay a fine of Rs 20,000
each and in default to undergo
another three months' RI.
Another youth Sukesh Toppo
was sentenced to three
months' RI and asked to pay a
fine of Rs 10,000.

The victim, a resident un-

der the Birmitrapur police sta-
tion, was returning home by
bicycle on July 7, 2014 after
work when the two bike-borne
accused Shankar and Sajit in-
tercepted her. They dragged
her to a nearby forest and
raped her. Later, they called
friend Sukesh to the spot who
also raped the girl. Based on
the victim's family member's
complaint, police started a
probe, nabbed the accused and
forwarded them to court.

POSCO Court Judge
Mahendra Kumar Sutradhar
asked the District Legal Services
Authority to pay a compensa-
tion of Rs 5 lakh to the victim.

PNS �����   JAGATSINGHPUR

The Revenue Department
retrieved a patch of land of a
burial ground in Baradi village
under the Borekina area on
Wednesday, which was under
illegal possession of an influ-
ential person of the locality.
The land grabber had con-
structed a road and some con-
crete structures on the land to
run a liquor shop there.

Reports said that one Kailash
Barik of Baradi village had oc-
cupied a path of land of the vil-
lage burial ground and initiated
road and concrete construction

on the land. Opposing Barik's
passage, the local residents on
February 10 had petitioned to
the Balikuda Tehsildar, de-
manding to retrieve the land
but the Revenue department
had ignored the complaint.
Later, the villagers unitedly ap-
proached Collector Parul
Patwari who was conducting a
joint public grievance camp in
Balikuda on March 20. Acting
on the petition, the Collector
asked Balikuda Tehsildar
Ansuman Satpathy to demol-
ish the alleged construction in
the burial ground and make it
free for public use.
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The Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) has

opened strategically important
Leh-Manali Highway (NH 3)
in record time of 138 days after
clearing snow. Last year, it
took 144 days for the BRO to
open the highway for traffic.

The key road opened for
traffic on Saturday is 427 km
long highway connecting
Ladakh to the rest of India via
Manali, having strategic impor-
tance for the movement of the
armed forces and their supplies
to forward areas in Ladakh, as
well as connecting the people

of Ladakh to India, officials
said here.

The highway is an alternate
route to the 422 km long
Srinagar-Kargil-Leh Highway
(NH-1D) which was opened by
the BRO on March 16.

The BRO also opened the
mighty Shinkula Pass located at
16,580 ft in Nimmu-Padum-
Darch road in record time of 55
days, on March 23.

The Leh-Manali highway
generally remains closed from

November end with onset of
winter till it is opened in
March. The entire 427 km
road has been cleared of snow
by BRO frontline Project
Himank in Ladakh and
Project Deepak in Himachal
Pradesh. 

These challenging opera-
tions commenced from two
extremities of the road by two
different teams comprising
skilled manpower and state-of-
the-art machines. As the two
snow clearance teams con-
verge at a common point in
Sarchu, Himachal Pradesh, a
‘Golden Handshake’ ceremony
was organized there to declare
the highway open.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said “people

from within the country are
taking politics outside, and
people from outside the coun-
try are interfering in politics
inside.”  These remarks came
even as the BJP is seeking an
apology from Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi for his recent
speech in London and the
opposition party not conceding
to the demand.

“Many people in the world
were very comfortable with
how things were in India till
2014 and after things changed,
they saw different confidence,
different beliefs. Suddenly peo-

ple started saying there is some-
thing wrong, the court is not
performing properly, the elec-
tion commission is not okay,
press is being restricted.
Everything happened after
2014 only?” Jaishankar said at
an event in Bengaluru on

Friday.
“Why is that happening?

You have people outside India
who have an interest in peo-
ple inside India. And when
those people do not get elec-
toral success and they are
today seen as less and less

representing the reality of
India, there is an attempt
from outside to make out as
though that is normal and
somewhere India has started
to deviate. Now if you look
historically, this is the normal
-- what you are seeing today,”
Jaishankar said.

As Jaishankar interacted
at the event organised by
Bengaluru South MP Tejasvi
Surya, he also commented on
the recent attack on Indian mis-
sions abroad by pro-Khalistani
supporters. “It is the obligation
of the receiving country to
ensure the embassy or the high
commission or the consulate
and their premises are respect-
ed. These obligations were not
met,” Jaishankar said.
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President Droupadi Murmu
will be on a two-day tour of

West Bengal from Monday,
during which she will visit
Santiniketan to grace the annu-
al convocation of Visva-Bharati,
according to a statement issued
by the Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Sunday. 

The president will visit
Netaji Bhawan in Kolkata to pay
homage to Subhash Chandra
Bose on Monday. 

Later on during the day, she
will visit Jorasanko Thakurbari

-- Rabindranath Tagore’s House
-- to pay tributes to him, the
statement said.  In the evening,
the president will attend a civic
reception to be hosted in her
honour at Netaji Indoor
Stadium, Kolkata, it added. 

The president will visit
Belur Math the next day. 

She will also grace the cel-
ebration of completion of 80
years of UCO Bank in Kolkata.   

Later, the president will
visit Santiniketan where she
will grace the annual convoca-
tion of Visva-Bharati, the state-
ment said. 
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Aplea has been filed in the
Supreme Court seeking

that the Ram Sethu be declared
as a national monument.

The PIL, filed by advocate
Ashok Pandey, also seeks con-
struction of a wall at the spot
to facilitate devotees. 

On March 20, the top court
had said that it will list at the
earliest a petition by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy seeking a
direction to the Centre to
declare the Ram Sethu as a
national heritage monument.

Ram Sethu, also known as
Adam’s bridge, is a chain of
limestone shoals between
Pamban Island, off the south-
eastern coast of Tamil Nadu,
and Mannar Island, off the
north-western coast of Sri
Lanka.

Swamy had raised the issue
of declaring the Ram Sethu a
national monument in his PIL
against the controversial
Sethusamudram Ship Channel
project, initiated by the UPA-

I government.
The matter reached the

apex court, which in 2007
stayed work for the project on
the Ram Sethu.

The Centre later said it had
considered the “socio-eco-
nomic disadvantages” of the
project and was willing to
explore another route to the
shipping channel project with-
out damaging the Ram Sethu.

The Sethusamudram ship-
ping channel project has been
facing protests from some
political parties, environmen-
talists and certain Hindu reli-
gious groups.

Under the project, an 83
km water channel was to be
created, linking Mannar with
Palk Strait, by extensive dredg-
ing and removal of limestone
shoals.
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla expressed “grave con-

cern” on Sunday over a rising
number of road accidents in
the country and urged people
to follow basic traffic rules.

He said these incidents
are also leading to an increas-
ing number of fatalities.

Birla pointed out that
more than four lakh road
accidents, with a cumulative
death toll of over 1.5 lakh, are
reported in the country every
year.

If the number of road
accidents annually is assessed
economically, the loss would
be equal to about one per cent
of  the GDP, he said.
“Therefore, road accidents
are a loss to the family, soci-
ety and the country,” the Lok
Sabha Secretariat quoted Birla
as saying in a statement.

The speaker made these
remarks after flagging off a
car rally at the Constitution
Club here.

Besides members of
Parliament, officers from
defence and central police
forces, eminent personalities
from industry and people
from different walks of life
participated in the car rally.

The theme of this year’s
car rally was “road safety”.

Birla lamented that while
people are aware of traffic

rules, including those related
to walking, those are seldom
followed.

Describing engineering,
enforcement, education and
emergency care as the four
pillars of road safety, the
speaker said while the gov-
ernment can frame rules, it is
the citizenry that has to fol-
low those.
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The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on Monday a

plea by K Kavitha, Bharat
Rashtra Samithi leader and
daughter of Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao, seeking protection from
arrest and challenging the sum-
mons by the Enforcement
Directorate in a money laun-
dering case arising out of the
alleged Delhi excise policy
scam.

A bench of justices Ajay
Rastogi and Bela M Trivedi is
scheduled to hear the plea by
Kavitha.

On March 15, the top court
agreed to hear her plea seeking
protection from arrest and
challenging the summons
issued by the ED.

On March 11, the 44-year-
old BRS leader deposed before
the ED to record her statement
and was summoned again on
March 16 for questioning.

She was last quizzed for
about 10 hours on March 21,
which was her third day of
deposition before the
Enforcement Directorate. 

The BRS leader has denied
all allegations against her.

According to official
sources, Kavitha, during her

questioning by the ED, was
confronted with the statements
made by Hyderabad-based
businessman Arun
Ramchandran Pillai, who has
been arrested in the case, apart
from those of a few others
allegedly involved in the case.

Kavitha’s statement was
recorded under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

Pillai was arrested by the
ED earlier. He has moved a city
court accusing the ED of forg-
ing his statements.

The ED had said Pillai
“represented the south group”,
an alleged liquor cartel linked

to Kavitha and others that paid
kickbacks amounting to about
Rs 100 crore to the Aam Aadmi
Party to gain a larger share of
the market in the national cap-

ital under the now-scrapped
Delhi excise policy for 2020-21.

The “south group”, accord-
ing to the ED, comprises Sarath
Reddy (promoter of Aurobindo

Pharma), Magunta Srinivasulu
Reddy (YSR Congress MP
from Ongole in Andhra
Pradesh), his son Raghav
Magunta, Kavitha and others.

The ED had also alleged in
Pillai’s remand papers that he
“represented the benami invest-
ments” of Kavitha, who has also
been questioned by the Central
Bureau of Investigation in con-
nection with the case.

The ED has so far arrested
12 people in the case, includ-
ing former Delhi deputy chief
minister and AAP leader
Manish Sisodia.

It has recorded the state-
ment of Butchi Babu, a char-

tered accountant allegedly
linked to Kavitha, where he
said “there was a political
understanding between K
Kavitha and the chief minister
(Arvind Kejriwal) and the
deputy chief minister (Sisodia).
In that process, K Kavitha also
met Vijay Nair on March 19-20,
2021.”

Nair was arrested in the
case by both ED and CBI.
Butchi Babu has been arrested
by CBI.

According to Butchi Babu’s
statement, Nair was “trying to
impress Kavitha with what he
could do in the (excise) policy”.

“Vijay Nair was acting on

behalf of Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia,” the
statement recorded by the ED
said.

It is alleged that the Delhi
government’s excise policy for
2021-22 to grant licences to
liquor traders allowed carteli-
sation and favoured certain
dealers who had allegedly paid
bribes for it, a charge strongly
refuted by the AAP.

The policy was subse-
quently scrapped and the Delhi
lieutenant governor recom-
mended a CBI probe, following
which the ED registered the
case under the PMLA.
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Asserting that the nearly 15
months long recruitment

process wastes candidates’
prime years besides taking a
heavy toll on their physical
and mental  health,  a
Parliamentary Committee has
asked the UPSC to reduce the
civil services examination’s
selection cycle.

In its latest report, the
panel also asked the Union
Public Service Commission to
examine the reasons for the
low turnout of candidates in
the civil services examination.

The examination is con-
ducted annually by the UPSC
in three stages -- preliminary,
main and interview -- to
select officers of the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS),
Indian Foreign Service (IFS)
and Indian Police Service
(IPS) among others.

The Department-related
Parliamentar y Standing
Committee on Personnel,
Public Grievances, Law and
Justice said according to the
data provided by the UPSC,
the average time taken for
civil services examination
from the date of issue of noti-
fication to the date of decla-
ration of the final result is
nearly 15 months.

“The Committee is of the
opinion that the duration of
any recruitment examination
should not ordinarily exceed
six months as long and pro-
tracted recruitment cycles

waste prime years of a candi-
dates’ life besides taking a
heavy toll on their physical
and mental  health.  The
Committee, accordingly, rec-
ommends that UPSC should
take steps to reduce the dura-
tion of the recruitment cycle
significantly without com-
promising the quality,” the
report said.

On the low turnout, it
said out of approximately,
32.39 lakh candidates who
had applied for examinations
conducted by UPSC in 2022-
23, only 16.82 lakh candi-
dates, (51.95 per cent) actually
appeared for examinations.

For instance, 11.35 lakh
candidates applied for the
civil services examination in
2022 but only 5.73 lakh can-
didates (50.51 per cent) actu-
ally appeared for the exami-

nation.
The Committee recom-

mended UPSC furnish the
details of examination fees
collected from the candidates
during the last five years.

“The Commission may
also provide the details of
expenditure incurred by it
on the conduct of the exam-
inations for the same period.
The Committee also recom-
mends UPSC to examine the
reasons for low turnout of
candidates and share the find-
ings thereof  with the
Committee,” the report said.

The panel has recom-
mended forming an expert
committee to assess if the pre-
sent scheme of recruitment
through civil services exam-
ination provides an equal
opportunity to both English-
medium-educated urban can-

didates and non-English
medium-educated rural can-
didates.

While UPSC has changed
the pattern of civil services
examination from time to
time on the basis of recom-
mendations made by various
expert committees, no study
has been commissioned to
assess how such changes
impacted the aspirants, nature
of recruitment and adminis-
tration at large, it said.

The panel said an expert
group or committee should be
appointed to assess the impact
of changes made in the
scheme, pattern and syllabus
of civil services examination
in the last ten years on the
quality of recruitment and
administration at large.

“The expert group so con-
stituted may assess if the pre-
sent scheme of recruitment
provides an equal opportuni-
ty to both english-medium
educated urban candidates
and non english medium edu-
cated rural candidates,” said
the report  tabled in
Parliament recently.

This group may also
assess whether the existing
pattern of preliminary and
mains examination provides a
level playing field for all can-
didates irrespective of their
academic background, it said.

The Committee is of the
considered opinion that the
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) and UPSC
should consider making fur-

ther changes in the scheme
and syllabus of civil services
examination in the light of the
findings of the impact assess-
ment study, the report said.

The panel  was a lso
apprised that the UPSC
releases the answer key of the
preliminary test of the civil
services examination only
after the completion of the
entire process of the said
examination.

In other words,  the
Commission is depriving the
candidates of an opportunity
to contest the answer key
before progressing to the next
stage of the examination, the
report said. “This practice
not only demoralises the can-
didates but also compromis-
es the validity and fairness of
the examination process.
Although recruiting agencies
exercise utmost caution to
ensure that the answer key is
foolproof, the possibility of
errors cannot be ruled out.

“The Committee, there-
fore, recommends that UPSC
may take steps to publish the
answer key right after the pre-
liminary stage of the civil
services examination and
allow candidates to raise
objections,” it said.

The Committee said
UPSC may also collect feed-
back from the candidates and
effect improvements in the
examination system from
time to time to ensure more
transparency, fairness and
candidate friendliness. 
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The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)

has come up with the country’s
first Ethical Guidelines for the
Application of Artificial
Intelligence in Biomedical
Research and Healthcare to
provide an ethical framework
for the development of AI-
based tools which will benefit
all stakeholders.

According to a document
drafted by the Department of
Health Research and ICMR’s
Artificial Intelligence Cell, AI
for health, to a large extent,
depends on data obtained from
human participants and
invokes additional concerns
related to potential biases, data
handling, interpretation, auton-
omy, risk minimization, pro-
fessional competence, data
sharing, and confidentiality.

“It is therefore imperative
to have an ethical framework
that addresses issues specific to
AI for biomedical research and
healthcare,” the guidelines stat-
ed.

The adoption of AI tech-
nology in healthcare is growing
in India. However, AI as data-
driven technology has many
potential ethical challenges
which include algorithmic
transparency and explainabil-
ity, clarity on liability, account-
ability and oversight, bias and
discrimination, said ICMR
Director General Dr Rajiv Behl.

“The DHR-ICMR AI Cell
has identified the need to
develop these guiding ethical

principles concerning artifi-
cial intelligence and machine
learning-based tools.

“These guidelines will pro-
vide the ethical framework for
the development of AI-based
tools which will benefit all
stakeholders, including inno-
vators, developers, patients,
technologists, researchers,
healthcare professionals, ethics
committees, sponsors and
funding agencies involved in
research related to AI in bio-
medical research and health-
care,” he said.

NTAGI chief Dr N K Arora
said the purpose of the guide-
line is to provide an ethical
framework which can assist in
the development, deployment,
and adoption of AI-based solu-
tions for biomedical research
and healthcare delivery.

The guidelines are intend-
ed for all stakeholders involved
in research on artificial intelli-
gence in healthcare, including
creators, developers, techni-
cians, researchers, clinicians,
ethics committees, institutions,
sponsors, and funding organi-
zations.

It includes separate sec-
tions addressing ethical prin-

ciples for AI in health, guiding
principles for stakeholders, the
ethics review process, gover-
nance of artificial intelligence
for healthcare and research,
and the informed consent
process involving human par-
ticipants and their data.

The guideline has been
formulated after extensive dis-
cussions with subject experts,
researchers and ethicists, said
Dr Arora.

The induction of AI into
healthcare has the potential to
be the solution for significant
challenges like diagnosis and
screening, therapeutics, pre-
ventive treatments, clinical
decision-making, public health
surveillance, complex data
analysis, and predicting disease
outcomes. This list is likely to
grow in the future, the docu-
ment said.

The purpose of these
guidelines is not to limit inno-
vation or recommend any dis-
ease-specific diagnostic or ther-
apeutic approach but to guide
effective yet safe development,
deployment and adoption of
AI-based technologies in bio-
medical research and health-
care delivery, it said.
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With a number of
Trinamool Congress lead-

ers, including ministers and
MLAs, going to jail on corrup-
tion  charges and at a time when
the Bengal ruling outfit is fac-
ing one of the worst political
crises in 25 years of its existence,
senior State minister Sobhandeb
Chattopadhyay on Sunday
vouched for the integrity of the
captain of the ship, Mamata
Banerjee saying no one could
make him believe that she was
a thief.

Speaking at a public rally
the minister said that he could
even doubt his own integrity but
would never do so about the
Bengal Chief Minister.

“Even I can be a thief but
Mamata Banerjee is not,” he said
reminding that both good and
bad constituted a society but
that did not make whole of it
bad or corrupt. Apparently
comparing Chief Minister to a
deity in a temple he asked, “can
deity inside the temple be a thief

... No. All others, even the
priest can be a thief... But a deity
cannot.” Reminding that all
parties had corrupt people but
that did not make the entire
party thief he said that an
attempt was being made to tar-
nish the image of the Chief
Minister and the party she
made.

Ear he said, “People are say-
ing there are a lot of thieves in
your party. Yes, they are there.
But I am looking for a political
party that does not have a sin-
gle thief,” adding he was pre-
pared to sweep.the floors of a
party that did not have thieves
in it. 

“I will sweep the office of
such a party if they can say they
have no thieves,” Chattopadhyay
otherwise considered one of the
very few non-controversial faces
of the TMC said. Meanwhile, in
a parallel development, the Left-
Congress alliance once again
hogged limelight, this time
wresting back two rural coop-
erative society boards from
Trinamool Congress. 
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Apart from bringing to fore
several lapses and irregu-

larities in the special audit of 76
identified works worth Rs
12,023 crore expenditure, the
Accountant General (Audit)-I
Maharashtra has pulled up the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) for its fail-
ure to produce records for an
expenditure of Rs 3,538 crore
incurred on the Covid-19 man-
agement between early 2020
and October 31, 2022.

Significantly enough, the
Special Audit report submitted
to the State government by the
Accountant General (Audit)-I
Maharashtra has said that it
could not audit the expenditure
on the Covid-19 management
owing to the BMC’s failure to

produce expenditure records
for audit. “In the absence of
Covid 19 management records,
no confirmation can be made
in audit on the propriety, effi-
ciency, economy and effective-
ness of Covid 19 related expen-
diture by BMC,”  the
Accountant General (Audit)-I
Maharashtra in its report sub-
mitted to the Maharashtra gov-
ernment a few days ago.   The
76 audited works worth Rs
12,023.88 crore, covering 9 key
BMC departments, were for the
period November  28, 2019 -

the day on trhe MVA govern-
ment headed by then united
Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray took oath as Chief
Minister – till October 31,
2022. Of the total expenditure,
the Accountant General
(Audit)-I Maharashtra could
not audit the details of expen-
diture of Rs 3,538.73 crore
owing to lack of records.

“Despite repeated
reminders to the State
Government to direct BMC to
produce the records related to
Covid 19 management and

reply to the legal notice of BMC
by the Office of the Accountant
General (Audit)-I, Maharashtra
on 25 January 2023 clearly
bringing out the fallacies in the
legal arguments of BMC, these
records were not produced for
audit by BMC. 

As such, this report
includes audit comments per-
taining to works excluding
those related to Covid 19 man-
agement,” the Accountant
General (Audit)-I Maharashtra
stated in its report. It may be
recalled that Eknath Shinde-led

Shiv Sena-BJP alliance gov-
ernment had on October 31,
2022 asked  Accountant
General (Audit)-I, Maharashtra
for Special Audit of 76 identi-
fied works, costing 12,023.88
crore, as executed by nine
departments of BMC during
period from 28 November
2019 to 31 October 2022. After
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India assent-
ed to conduct of Special Audit,
Accountant General (Audit)-I,
Maharashtra began audit from
November 14, 2022.
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Come 2024 the twin SMART
cities of Jammu and

Srinagar will be connected
with the Vande Bharat Metro
services. The announcement
was made by the Union
Railways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Sunday after he
travelled on the track-mount-
ed trolley with railway officials
and inspected the iconic arch
bridge having the height of 359
metres from the Chenab
riverbed in the Reasi district of
Jammu province.  

General Manager
Northern Railway Ashutosh
Gangal, M.D/ KRCL, Sanjay
Gupta, CAO/C, USBRL, S.P.
Mahi , Divisional Railway
Manager, Ferozpur,  Dr.  Seema
Sharma, accompanied the
union minister during the
inspection. 

Addressing media persons
standing in front of the arch
bridge Ashwini Vaishnaw said
the USBRL project will be
completed by December this
year or January 2024.

Vaishnaw said it has been
decided to set up a Vande
Bharat Express train mainte-
nance facility at Budgam in the
Kashmir Valley. In the first go
Vande Bharat Metro will be run
between Jammu and Srinagar
cities. With this the duration
from Jammu to Srinagar will be
reduced to 3 to 4 hours after the
start of the rail services.

Showering praises to the
engineers, Vaishnaw said the
iconic bridge having a founda-
tion equal to half the football
field is a “subject of pride” and
it was “a difficult challenge of
engineering”.

The Union Minister said
more than 28,000 metric
tonnes of steel was used for the
bridge structure that is built in
a highly active seismic zone.
The arch bridge is designed for
120 years at a cost of Rs 1,486
crore.

Responding to some of the
questions from media persons,
the Union Minister said many
rail projects into the Himalayan
region are under progress and
few are coming up. He said four
PM Gati Shakti Cargo
Terminals are also coming up
in the Kashmir valley (between
Banihal to Baramulla) for
transportation of Kashmiri
items to the rest of the country.

“I met the Jammu and

Kashmir Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha and discussed
the land for Cargo terminals.
Land for three is already iden-
tified and for the remaining
one, the process is in progress,”
he revealed further adding that
Cargo Terminals will be of
great help in transporting
(Import-Export) the goods in
a shorter time and at cheaper
transportation cost.

The minister replied to a
query that hopefully by
December 2023 or by January
2024, Kashmir will be con-
nected to Kolkata as well.

On challenges in the North
East, he said, “with challenges
viewpoint related to topogra-
phy, we face some similar chal-
lenges but after the completion
of this project, the challenges
faced in this projects and the
lessons learnt can be shared in
the North East projects and the
similar can be implemented in
this region from the eastern
parts of the country.”

Replying to a query with
regard to Jammu-Poonch Rail
Link and making Jammu
Railway Station a Division, the
minister said, “it is a very dif-
ficult terrain but very soon new
projects will be undertaken.
And, special arrangements will
also be made and other tech-
nicalities will be looked into for
converting Jammu into a
Division.”

Vaishnaw also said that
with tourism, three spots have
been identified from where
the bridge is visible and they
will be developed as tourist des-
tinations to tap the potential of
the region.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday lauded the Karnataka

Government’s decision of scrapping the
four per cent reservation for Muslims
under 2B Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) category, saying the quota on reli-
gious lines was constitutionally invalid.

Addressing public gatherings at
Gorata village in Bidar district and
Gabbur in Raichur district, he slammed
the Congress for introducing the four per
cent reservation for Muslims for “its vote
bank politics”. 

The Union Minister pointed out
that Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai-
led BJP government also tried to do away
the injustice to the Scheduled Castes by
introducing a new internal reservation. 

The entire 2B category was only for
the Muslims and the BJP government
scrapped it saying that it was not con-
stitutionally tenable and divided the
four per cent quota equally among the
two dominant communities of the state:
Vokkaligas in 2C reservation category
and Veerashaiva-Lingayats in 2D reser-
vation category. 

With this, 2B became redundant
while Vokkaligas’ reservation went up
from four per cent to six per cent and
Lingayats from five per cent to seven per
cent. “The BJP never believes in appease-
ment. 

So, it decided to change the reserva-
tion,” Shah said strongly defending the
decision. “The BJP abolished the four per
cent reservation given to the minorities

and gave two per cent to the Vokkaligas
and two per cent to the Lingayats,” Shah
said.

“The reservation for minorities is not
Constitutionally valid. There is no pro-
vision in the Constitution to give reser-
vation based on religion. This Congress
government did it for its appeasement
politics and gave reservation to the
minorities,” he added. 
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The Indian Space Research
Organisation on Sunday

scripted yet another history
after its LVM3 rocket success-
fully placed 36 satellites of
UK-based OneWeb group
company into intended orbits.
The 43.5 metre tall rocket
blasted off at prefixed time at
9 am today, from the second
launch pad of Satish Dhawan
Space Centre here, about 135
kms from Chennai, at the end
of a 24.30 hour countdown. 

This is the second dedi-
cated mission for NewSpace
India Ltd, the commercial arm
of Indian Space Research
Organisation. ISRO had signed
an agreement with Network
Access Associates Ltd, United
Kingdom (OneWeb Group
Company) for the launch of 72
satellites into Low-Earth
orbits(LEO). 

The first batch of 36 satel-
lites of OneWeb Group com-
pany were launched on
October 23, 2022 by ISRO.
OneWeb is a global communi-
cation network powered from
space, enabling connectivity

for governments and busi-
nesses. Soon after the take off,
the rocket sequentially
deployed the satellites into
multiple orbits. 

While the first set of 16
satellites were injected, it was
announced that the remaining
satellites would be placed into
the intended orbits. ISRO said,
“LVM3-M3/OneWeb India-2
mission is accomplished. All 36

OneWeb Gen-1 Satellites
injected into the intended
orbits.” “In its sixth consecutive
successful flight, LVM3 carried
5,805 kgs of payload to Low
Earth Orbit,” the space agency
said in its official social media
account. 

ISRO chairman S
Somanath congratulated NSIL,
ISRO and OneWeb for the
successful launch of LVM3-

M3-OneWeb India-2 Mission.
“As we know today the first 16
satellites of the series are
already placed into the right
orbit. 

And now it has gone into
the far south of the Earth and
we will be getting confirmation
of the remaining spacecraft
separation soon once the
onboard storage data is
acquired by our Indian ground
stations.” he said addressing the
scientists and guests at the
Mission Control Centre. 

The launch was the 18th
for OneWeb Group company
while for ISRO, it would be the
second mission in 2023 after
the successful launch of
SSLV/D2-EOS07 mission
undertaken in February. 

“Till now, based on the
observations, the vehicle has
done extremely well, it went up
to the right orbit and placed
spacecraft at the right orbit and
also with very minimal distur-
bances to it.” Somanath noted.
Somanath expressed gratitude
to NSIL for the support and for
the confidence that OneWeb
India team reposed in ISRO for
building this rocket. 
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One person was injured
when a Coast Guard heli-

copter crashed on Sunday just
after takeoff from its enclave at
the Cochin International
Airport Limited (CIAL) here,
but the “presence of mind” of
the pilot saved the lives of three
persons onboard, a release said. 

The Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) said the ALH Mk III
chopper CG 855, based in
Kochi, took off from the
enclave located inside CIAL

complex at about 12.25 pm for
“inflight checks after fitment of
control rods” on the aircraft. 

It said the chopper lost
control when it was about 30-
40 ft above the ground.
However, the pilot showed
“exemplary professionalism
and presence of mind” with
bare minimum controls and
manoeuvred the aircraft away
from blocking the main run-
way of the international airport,
the ICG statement said

“Prior to the inflight
checks, HAL (Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited) and ICG
teams had carried out extensive
and satisfactory ground trials,”
the ICG said. “Immediately
after takeoff, when CG 855 was
at about 30-40 ft above ground, the cyclic controls (which con- trols longitudinal and lateral movement of aircraft) did not

respond.” The pilot “cushioned
the landing to the extent pos-
sible” in order to save the three
persons on board, it added.
One person has a minor injury
in his hand, sources told PTI.
The chopper’s rotors and air-
frame have been damaged, and
an inquiry has been ordered to
ascertain the cause of the crash. 

Meanwhile, CIAL said air-
port operations were suspend-
ed for two hours after
Advanced Light Helicopter of
Coast Guard met with acci-
dent.”The ALH was removed
from operational area around
2 PM and the runway has
been cleared substantially after
safety inspections, and flight
operations have been resumed,”
CIAL said in a statement.
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Democratic Progressive
Azad Party (DPAP) chair-

man Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Sunday said his party will pass
laws in the Assembly to bar
outsiders from purchasing land
in Jammu & Kashmir if it is
voted to power.

He said the people of J and
K only have the right over the
Union Territory’s resources.
Azad, while addressing a pub-
lic meeting in Barnoti in
Kathua district, said the J and
K administration thought mak-
ing tall claims of creating abun-
dant job opportunities for the
youth has failed miserably as it
is snatching the land from
locals. “The land is meant for
people and when it is taken
away from them then what is

the use of it. No government
has the right to snatch the liveli-
hood of people, rather it is
duty-bound to offer more eco-
nomic opportunities to them,”
he said. While the present
regime did some good things
that benefited the people, that
all was washed away after it
took anti-people decisions like
evicting people from their land,

imposing property tax and giv-
ing contracts to outsiders, Azad
said. “If our party comes to
power, we will ensure that jobs
and land are protected for the
local people. We will pass the
laws in the state assembly to bar
outsiders from purchasing land
here and securing jobs if elect-
ed to power,” he said.

Azad also criticised the
administration for allotting
land to 1965 Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir refugees but not
granting them ownership
rights.  He said the adminis-
tration should provide com-
pensation to farmers whose
crops were damaged due to
excessive rain. He said to
empower the people of Jammu
and Kashmir politically and
economically, the restoration of
statehood is important.
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Popular Bhojpuri actress
Akanksha Dubey was

found dead inside a hotel room
here on Sunday, police said.
The 25-year-old actress was
found hanging from the fan
with a piece of cloth and the
police were called immediate-
ly, according to the hotel staff.

Dubey, a resident of Uttar
Pradesh’s Bhadohi district, had
come to Varanasi for the shoot-
ing a movie and was staying in
the hotel under Sarnath police
station area.

When Dubey did not come
out of the room till late morn-
ing the hotel staff, on the insis-
tence of her colleagues, opened
the gate of her room using a
masterkey. Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(Sarnath) Gyan Prakash Rai

said, “The family members of
the deceased live in Mumbai.
They have been informed
about the incident. No suicide
note has been recovered from
her room. Prima facie it
appears to be a case of suicide.” 

Varanasi police
Commissionerate said that the
body has been sent for post-
mortem and police are inves-
tigating the matter.

Dubey starred in several
regional films including Kasam
Paida Karne Wale Ki 2?,
Mujhse Shaadi Karogi’
(Bhopuri) and ‘Veeron ke Veer’.
Bhojpuri film personalities
such as Rani Chatterjee, Vinay
Anand and Aamrapali Dubey
took to social media to pay
condolences. “Can’t believe
seeing this news. What should
I write, it is not right to end
your life like this. May your

soul find peace wherever it is,
which it could not find in this
world, it could find in heaven.
It is hurting a lot! Om Shanti!
#rip #aakanshadubey,”
Chatterjee wrote on Instagram.

Anand said he is pained by
Dubey’s demise and he would
like the authorities to investi-
gate the case.

“Just found out that
Bhojpuri artist Akansha Dubey
died by suicide, so sorry to hear
about that. We never worked
together as far as I can remem-
ber. I’d like to know the reason
behind this. May she rest in
peace. Hari om,” Anand said in
an Instagram post in Hindi.
Posting a photo with the 25-
year-old actress on her
Instagram, Aamrapali Dubey
wrote, “I wanted to use our pic-
tures together only to highlight
your achievements!” 
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The southern state of
Karnataka with 224
seats is scheduled to the

assembly polls anytime in
the next two months in 2023.
This is subject to the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
dates.  The state’s geographi-
cal area begins with the Uttara
Kannada (U.K) district in
north-west Karnataka. One
enters Karwar via Polem (Goa
state) after crossing the excise
check post on NH 66.  The
state shares land borders with
Maharashtra in the north;
Telangana/Andhra Pradesh
in the East, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala in the south and south
west respectively.

The Uttara Kannada
(U.K) district in the state has
11 taluks and six legislative
assembly constituencies
(LAC), and two or more
taluks make up one assembly
constituency. They being:
Haliyal-Joida (including
Dandeli) 76; Karwar-Ankola
(77); Kumta-Honnavar (78);
Sirsi-Siddapur (80);
Mundagod-Yellapur (81).
Bhatkal (79) stands out as the
smallest constituency com-
pared to the above areas in the
largest UK district.

The Kumta-Honnavar
(78) constituency has definite-

ly raised political tempera-
tures during an election sea-
son, and the heat may become
unbearable in the run up to
the polls. The BJP has clarity
with its choice of candidates
and only a formal announce-
ment is expected for most of
the seats in the district, bar-
ring a few (or only one seat).
The five current MLAs from
the saffron party in the district
might retain their seats (but
surprises are not ruled out).
The Congress party has one
MLA, R.V. Deshpande, repre-
senting the Haliyal-Joida
assembly seat.

Dinakar Shetty twice and
the current BJP MLA won the
seat from the JD (S) in 2008.
In 2013, the seat was won by
Congress MLA Ms. Sharada
Shetty; Dinakar Shetty con-

tested for the BJP seat in the
2018 assembly election, and
defeated his Congress oppo-
nent. There’s no smooth sail-
ing for the Congress party, as
it's now facing a plenty prob-
lem for the Kumta-Honnavar
assembly seat. It is learnt that
there are 15 candidates aspir-
ing for the party ticket. They
are old loyal party members
who have been in the party
for a long time. There’s anoth-
er new entrant, from outside
Kumta, who's thrown his hat
in the ring.

Former Governor Ms.
Margaret Alva’s son, Nivedith
Alva, is also vying for the
Kumta party ticket. This new
development has taken the
party members in Kumta by
surprise; and they are trying
to push their candidature for

the B Form. There has been
a mixed response to Nivedith’s
entry, as some voiced their
dissent and others quietly
supported him. None of the
Congress ticket hopefuls crit-
icise him, as he wields clout
in the party. There is both
opposition and support for
his entry. Some ticket aspi-
rants have invited him to the
Kumta constituency. They
have also convinced him of
their support in the upcom-
ing elections.

Nivedith Alva along with
another candidate from
Uttara Kannada (UK) district,
were conspicuous on the dais,
during Rahul Gandhi’s one-
day recent visit to Belagavi on
March 20. If Nivedith gets the
party ticket, will he win the
confidence and support of
Congress members in the
constituency? The constituen-
cy voters will finally get to
decide who they will choose
in the elections ahead? And
will the Congress party final-
ly be able to increase its tally
in the geographically large
Uttara Kannada (UK) district
in the 2023 elections? There’s
a lot of answering for Nivedith
Alva to do, if he gets the party
ticket from the Kumta assem-
bly constituency?
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Sir — Most diabetes patients can prevent
serious foot complications. Regular care
at home and doctor's appointments are
your best bet for preventing foot prob-
lems. This will help in stopping small
problems from becoming serious ones.
Wash your feet every day in warm (not
hot) water. Don't soak your feet. Dry your
feet completely and apply lotion to the top
and bottom—but not between your toes,
which could lead to infection. Never go
barefoot. When you check your feet every
day, you can catch problems early and
treat them immediately. Early treatment
greatly reduces your amputation risk.
Check your feet every day for cuts, red-
ness, swelling, sores, blisters, corns, cal-
luses, or any other change to the skin or
nails. Use a mirror if you can’t see the bot-
tom of your feet, or ask a family mem-
ber to help. Remember: Diabetes-relat-
ed foot problems can worsen very quick-
ly and are difficult to treat, so seek prompt
medical attention.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — Khalistan supporters' vandalism
acts at Indian missions abroad are seri-
ous concerns. Khalistan demand is not
justified as India cannot be further bro-
ken into pieces. But equally wrong are
those who want India to be declared a
‘Hindu rashtra’ since people do not want
India to become a ‘Hindu Pakistan’.
India is a secular country and cannot be
based on religion. 
Action should also be taken against
those who raise such obnoxious demands.
Secondly, the Punjab Police has launched
a major crackdown against radical
preacher Amritpal Singh, and his outfit
Waris Punjab De. Kejriwal proudly
claimed that strict action being taken
against criminals by the government had
shown that ‘AAP is a hardcore patriotic
party’. Amritpal escapes the police drag-
net. 

Vishal Mayur | Tumkur
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Sir — Farmers often struggle to grow
fruits and vegetables. But due to a lack of
storage options, they have to sell them at
very low prices. It is also often the result
of natural calamities. When rain falls
unseasonably, all stored goods are soaked
and damaged. The government intends
to implement the godown scheme in the
village so that agricultural produce can
be stored locally till it fetches a high price.
The study will be conducted by a 12-
member committee. There are times
when the cost of production is not even
available.

But transportation costs also have to
be paid.Due to lack of price, sometimes
the plow is turned in full fields.
Therefore, it is not possible for all the
farmers to store till they get a reason-
able price. Vakhar Corporation has
warehouses. Their number is very
small, 205. The storage capacity is 17
lakh 60 thousand metric tons. There is
capacity. 

There are only two things farmers
need to do before they can sell at the
price they get: take a risk. So this is the
government's plan for rural areas. By
setting up storage areas in rural areas
with all the necessary facilities, improv-
ing the quality of its goods, and provid-
ing financing and credit facilities, we
will be able to achieve our goals. The
government is implementing this plan.
Through this plan, efforts will be made
to invest in the private and cooperative
sector in warehouse construction.

The criteria for the scheme, the
exact nature of the scheme, how to pro-
vide state-of-the-art facilities for perish-
able goods, and this committee will
study. The report is to be given till 13th
June. From the point of view of farm-
ers, the scheme "Village There Godown"
is commendable. The committee should
give its report at the earliest and the gov-
ernment should give justice to farmers
through the recommendations of the
committee.   

Shantaram Wagh | Pune
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The ‘gram sachiv’ has
been suspended and orders
for recovery of the embezzled
amount from the former
sarpanch and gram sachiv
have been issued. We find
that candidates spend a phe-
nomenal amount of money to
win the elections for sarpanch
in villages. They lure voters by
offering gifts, interest free
loans, distribution of liquor
and sweets. The intention is
to win the elections by hook
or crook. This will enable me
to recover many times the
election investment. After
getting elected, the sarpanchs
indulge in corruption by
siphoning  away the money
allocated for the village's
development.

In order to contain the agi-
tation, the state government
announced that sarpances
could get development works
up to Rs 5 lakh executed on a
quotation basis. This was ear-
lier Rs 2 lakh and e-tendering
mode would be used for works
valued at more than Rs 5
lakh. The honorariums of
sarpanches were increased
from Rs 3,000/- to Rs 5,000/-
and the panches from Rs
1,000/- to Rs 1,600/- by link-
ing these with Dearness
Allowance on the lines of gov-
ernment employees. To make

the gram scahivs accountable
to the sarpanchs, the provision
of recording the comments in
the Annual Confidential
Report (ACR) of gram sachiv
by sarpanches has been intro-
duced. For the social audit of
development works in pan-
chayats, a committee would be
formed at the village level. This
committee would consist of
village residents who would
keep watch of the development
works being undertaken in the
village.

A separate engineering
wing would be set up for the
Development and Panchayat
Departments. The panchayats
could get works done on quo-
tations for a total amount of Rs
25 lakh in a financial year or
up to 50 per cent of the total
grant amount of the State
Finance Commission,
whichever is less. The respon-
sibilities for quality have also
been fixed. The technical staff
would ensure the quality of the
development works through e-
tendering. The sarpanches
would be responsible for the
quality of works carried out on
a quotation basis.

The introduction and
implementation of the
Panchayati Raj system in the
1980s was a landmark decision
of the Government headed by

then Prime Minister, late Rajiv
Gandhi. It led to decentraliza-
tion of financial powers to the
local grassroot representatives-
the gram pradhans paving
way to the implementation of
the concept of “Gram Swaraj”
envisaged by Mahatma
Gandhi and to ensure the uti-
lization of funds meant for
panchayats in a transparent
manner.

Through the connivance
of government functionaries
and pardhans, crores of
rupees are disbursed annual-
ly to PRIs, of which a large
amount is misused. The prac-
tice of these practices needs
to be checked and those
found guilty should be pun-
ished. Both elected repre-
sentatives and the govern-
ment should discharge their
responsibilities honestly and
transparently. The Haryana
government has done a com-
mendable job in checking
malpractices by laying down
check and balances. This
would help in judicial use of
funds at the grassroots level. 

(The writer is a senior
journalist and Chairman,

Panwar Group of
Institutions, Solan,
Himachal Pradesh.

The views expressed 
are personal.)
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Haryana witnessed a
major Sarpanch agi-
tation against the
state government.
The sarpanchs were

on a warpath with the state gov-
ernment on two crucial issues.
One, the introduction of an e-ten-
dering process for development
works above Rs 5 lakhs and two,
the “right to recall” law that
allows people to remove a
sarpanch if they are not happy
with their performance. The state
government justified these actions
as steps towards “course correc-
tion" taken with the intention of
bringing transparency and cred-
ibility in the working of the
Panchayats. They are directly
related to the use of developmen-
tal funds and the continuation of
sarpanches in power.

These remedial measures
were suggested by the report
submitted by the Haryana
Lokayukta Justice, Hari Pal Verma
in December,2022. The audit
report of Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs) for 2017-18
had also listed many cases of
irregular expenditure and account
books. The report cited many
instances of misappropriation of
lakhs of rupees. It found that in
most cases the records of pan-
chayats were found missing which
were supposed to be in the cus-
tody of the sarpanches. It was
revealed that nearly 1,100 former
sarpanchs had not submitted vil-
lage development records. The
explanation given for this lapse
was that the records were either
burnt, washed away or soiled. The
office bearers of the Association
of Sarpances put the blame on the
panchayat secretaries who had
failed in maintaining and submit-
ting the records to the authorities.

Recently, on the complaint
of a resident of Aashiyaki Tappa
Jadthal village in Rewari dis-
trict, an enquiry conducted by
Block Development Panchayat
Officer (BDPO), Dharuhera,
has found the ‘gram scahiv’,
Rohit Kumar and former
sarpanch Mahesh Kumar guilty
of embezzling Rs 7.44 Lakh in
the construction of the pathway.
Construction work cost Rs
8,37,399 on paper. However, the
inquiry revealed that the cost of
work was evaluated as Rs 92,692
causing a loss of Rs 7,44,777 to
the state exchequer.
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(The author is a 
political analyst)

Within a couple of hours of
his conviction by a Surat
court, the party's legal
luminary Abhishek
Manu Singhvi spoke at

length about the merits of the case. The
Congress has a strong battery of lawyers
practicing in India's higher courts. There
have been occasions in the past when they
rushed to the top court for judicial inter-
vention in matters where their leaders are
caught in discomfort.

However, the Congress did not
approach the judicial authorities for relief
from the Surat court sentence. It is not
possible that Congress' legal eagles are
aware of the Supreme Court order of 2013
which said that a conviction with a jail
term of two or more years leads to auto-
matic disqualification of a member of the
legislatures—the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha
and state Assemblies. Clearly, staging a
political stunt, Congress leaders feigned
ignorance that Gandhi was automatical-
ly disqualified upon his conviction by the
Surat court magistrate. Curiously, Gandhi
came to Parliament despite knowing he
had already been disqualified.

This must have been clear to him
more than to anyone else since it was he
who had torn apart an Ordinance
approved by the Union Cabinet, presided
over by Manmohan Singh, the former
prime minister. The Ordinance intended
to dilute the Supreme Court ruling of
automatic disqualification of membership
of a convicted legislature member. If Rahul
Gandhi claims that he did not know the
import of the Supreme Court ruling of
2013, he is guilty of acting impulsively as
an ignoramus. He tore apart the
Ordinance at the Press Club of India in
the presence of the press corps.

Rahul Gandhi is accused of impulsive
behaviour. His willful resorted to defam-
atory utterances in the past. He is involved
in several court cases. He is also on bail
in the National Herald case. He has only
shown that he is an incorrigible bully of

Indian politics, from insulting
Manmohan Singh to demeaning
Indian democracy on foreign soil
in London. The Congress’ yearn-
ing for sympathy votes is old. The
party daydreams that people will
vote for it out of sympathy. It has
been marginalised under the
Gandhi family.

Why should the country sym-
pathise with Rahul Gandhi? What
is his contribution to the uplift of
the poor of this country? He has
been convicted for defaming a
community. In his statement that
"all thieves have the Modi sur-
name", what message did he intend
to convey? Did it not occur to him
that he was defaming a hard-
working community, spread over
the country and abroad? 

People must decide if the
country's politicians have free-
dom to say anything against any-
one. Some people argue that
defamation should not be a crim-
inal offence. But it is worthwhile
to ask: why should anyone level
allegations against others which
they cannot substantiate? This
license to defame others has taken
Indian politics to a new low. Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
made libelous insinuations against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
a television show. The news anchor
tried to contest Kejriwal’s claims,
but he was bullied to stay silent.
Kejriwal questioned the education-
al qualifications of PM Modi. The
same news channel reproduced the
interview of PM Modi given sev-
eral years ago from which Kejriwal
had selectively quoted.

The Delhi Chief Minister
repeated his insinuations against
PM Modi in the Assembly. There
are millions of youths who pursue
distant learning. Kejriwal has

defamed a vast number of youths
for such learning which govern-
ment has promoted for several
decades. There are a number of
universities, including the Indira
Gandhi National Open University,
for this purpose.

Also, it is well known that
Kejriwal escaped conviction in
defamation cases by apologising to
the late Arun Jaitely and Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari. Gandhi
chose not to apologise in the
Surat court. Defamatory political
discourse, based on mudslinging,
has no space in Indian democra-
cy, which is known to be aspira-
tional. Rahul Gandhi has also said
that he’s “not Savarkar, but Gandhi
and Gandhis don’t apologise.” But
not long ago he had apologised to
the Supreme Court for making
baseless allegations on the Rafale
issue.

Members of the legislature
must commit themselves to the
singular efforts to realise the
dreams of the people. This natu-
rally calls for a review of the dis-
cretionary powers of the Members
of Parliament. It must be asked if
it’s still relevant for an MP to rec-
ommend students for admission in
Kendriya Vidyalaya and to exercise
similar discretionary powers in
extending other entitlements.

There must not be any doubt
that the Gandhi family has a feu-
dal mindset. Despite a strong
campaign for inner democracy, the
Congress coterie defeated the
efforts for genuine intra-party
democracy. This coterie keeps
alive the feudal mindset of the
party's ruling family.

Memories are still fresh of
how Sitaram Keshri was thrown
out of the party by the Gandhi
family. People of the country

have not forgotten that the mor-
tal remains of late PV Narsimha
Rao, former prime minister, were
not allowed into the party office
premises for his followers to pay
their last respects to the depart-
ed soul. As a result of breaking
the law and claiming victim-
hood, the Gandhis have demon-
strated the least political decen-
cy in the world.

But the law is the same for all.
Laws don’t discriminate between
citizens.

The Opposition protesting
against Rahul Gandhi's disqualifi-
cation from the Lok Sabha mem-
bership after his conviction in a
criminal defamation case is as
good as a celebration of corrup-
tion, which the people in the
national capital saw after the arrest
of Manish Sisodia, the former
deputy chief minister of Delhi, by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation. The New Excise
Policy of the city government is
being probed for financial irregu-
larity and conspiracy.

Indian democracy rests on
institutions. The judiciary is a
crucial institution in the country.
By questioning Rahul’s conviction,
the Opposition party is undermin-
ing the judiciary.

Also, Parliament has passed
laws. If the Opposition parties
believe that some laws need
changes, they can certainly
change them in Parliament. But
for that they need people’s man-
dates. Self-centered politics must
stop immediately. Stringent rules
should be framed with necessary
amendments to the
Representation of People’s Act.
This will guide Indian democra-
cy on the path free of compulsive
lying and defamation.
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In the recent past, Human
Resource Management has
transformed and become

the epicentre of any organisa-
tion aspiring for excellence.
Day by day the involvement
and importance of Human
Resource Management have
increased and become the
central point of the outcome of
any Centre of Excellence.

This transition has not
been an easy one but over
some time all out sustained
efforts by the organisations
have been made for a complete
overhaul of the system. No
doubt digitisation has made
some difference in HR
Processes and Decision
Making, however, it’s the poli-
cies that have triggered the
overall changes and brought
about the revolution in HRM.

First and foremost, has

been the WHY factor in the
decision-making at the high-
est echelon of management to
decide in which direction you
want the organisation to move
and once WHY has been
clearly defined then the whole
process will revolve around it
to achieve this aim. This WHY
factor can be defined by the
Mission and Aim of the
Organisation. Having decided
the WHY factor one can now
clearly move to WHAT type of
personnel you want to hire.
Clearly define their roles and
responsibilities, set the targets,
and milestones and carve out
a roadmap to be followed by
the organisation to achieve its
Mission and Aim. 

The next step will be when
the recruiters start defining the
QRs including the
Qualification, Expertise,

Experience, Previous Job pro-
file and the notable results
achieved. Having decided the
WHY and WHAT factors one
has to move to the next factor,
HOW. This is also an impor-
tant factor, one has to start
planning as to how one wants
to proceed in this direction. 

The organisation must
ensure that the best person for
the job is available and thus the
search has to be perfect before
recruiting anyone. Check out
the newspapers which have
maximum circulation and
accordingly insert a well-
designed advertisement in
local / all India editions as per
the requirement. The head-
hunting team of the organisa-
tion must search on the job
portals, as well as various
websites that provide the
details of employees, check if

anyone matches the organisa-
tional requirement of a specif-
ic job and establish contact if
they are willing to change
before setting up the process of
recruitment. Once the data-
base is available, the process of
shortlisting begins, making
sure that no compromise is
made on the QRs laid down
for each profile. For every
possible job, shortlist at least
five persons and conduct per-
sonal interviews at various
levels to check the suitability of
the person for the job. Of these
five, the best two must be met
by the top management.
During the process, it must
also be considered what finan-
cial package is to be
decidedDuring the interviews,
the family background of the
candidate must also be exam-
ined as that will determine

how much time he /she will be
able to devote towards under-
taking the task assigned
including roles and responsi-
bilities. 

Yet another consideration
must be, the scope for his/her
future growth in the organisa-
tion. Once the selection
process is complete, the finan-
cial package is acceptable and
the candidate has joined the
organisation, the even more
important phase of onboard-
ing must be seamless. The
buddy system has proved very
beneficial wherein one person
is attached to the new joiner to
make him feel comfortable and
introduce him/her to the sys-
tems and practices of the
organisation, introduce him
/her to colleagues and others
as required. 

This phase is of relevance

so that the person doesn’t feel
out of place and adapts to the
new environment amicably.
Initially, at short intervals, the
candidate may be guided and
advised to appreciate his/her
strong/ weak points and there’s
ample opportunity available
for him to take corrective
action. As the organisation
grows, the employees must
also grow and part of the
benefits must also be passed on
to the employees. It’s very
important to retain experi-
enced people so that they
effectively contribute to the
growth of the organisation. At
the same time, the organisation
must also continuously evolve
ways and means to look after
the employees, be it annual
increments or various welfare
measures so that the employ-
ees concentrate on their job

and performance to ensure the
growth of the organisation.
One of the important aspects
must be that top management
must be compassionate
towards their employees, be it
leave or medical cover or such
other arrangements so that
each employee feels confident
that in times of need the per-
son will not be left high and
dry to face the emergent con-
dition and this aspect is very
important, everyone must be
treated with dignity and
humanity must prevail.

Finally for any organisa-
tion to grow it needs qualified,
experienced and dedicated,
sincere and loyal employees
and this leadership must be
provided by the top manage-
ment with compassion and
transparency in their policies
and systems.
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An Israeli good governance
group on Sunday asked

the country’s Supreme Court to
punish Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu for
allegedly violating a conflict of
interest agreement meant to
prevent him from dealing with
the country’s judiciary while he
is on trial for corruption.

The request by the
Movement for Quality
Government in Israel intensi-
fies a brewing showdown
between Netanyahu’s govern-
ment and the judiciary, which
it is trying to overhaul in a con-
tentious plan that has sparked
widespread opposition.

Tens of thousands of pro-
testers have taken to the streets,
military and business leaders
have spoken out against it and

leading allies of Israel have
voiced concerns.

Netanyahu’s government is
pushing ahead for a parliamen-
tary vote this week on a centre-
piece of the overhaul — a law
that would give the governing
coalition the final say over all
judicial appointments.

Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant, a senior member of
Netanyahu’s Likud party,
became the first to break ranks
late Saturday by calling for the
legislation to be frozen. Gallant
cited the turmoil in the ranks
of the military over the plan.
But it was unclear whether oth-
ers would follow him.

On Sunday, the Movement
for Quality Government in
Israel, a fierce opponent of the
overhaul, asked the court to
force Netanyahu to obey the
law and sanction him either

with a fine or prison time for
not doing so. It said he was not
above the law.

“A prime minister who
doesn’t obey the court and the
provisions of the law is privi-
leged and an anarchist,” said
Eliad Shraga, the head of the
group, echoing language used
by Netanyahu and his allies
against protesters opposed to
the overhaul. “The prime min-
ister will be forced to bow his
head before the law and com-
ply with the provisions of the
law.” The prime minister
responded saying the appeal
should be dismissed and said
that the Supreme Court didn’t
have grounds to intervene.

Netanyahu is barred by the
country’s attorney general from
directly dealing with his gov-
ernment’s plan to overhaul the
judiciary.
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Pakistan’s ousted prime min-
ister Imran Khan held a

massive rally here on Sunday
and presented his party’s 10-
point roadmap for the cash-
strapped country’s economic
recovery, including sops for the
diaspora. Addressing the pub-
lic rally at Minar-i-Pakistan in
the early hours of Sunday, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman challenged the coun-
try’s ruling party to put forward
a plan to rescue Pakistan from
the many crises it finds itself
mired in.

“I challenge that the
incumbent rulers don’t have the
ability or the intention [to save
the country],” he said. Khan, 70,
said he would happily step
aside if the establishment tells
him they have a plan.

“I know what the pro-
gramme is…there is no pro-
gramme,” he was quoted as say-
ing by the Dawn newspaper.
Announcing the 10-point pro-
gramme, Khan said that over-
seas Pakistanis will be motivat-
ed to invest in Pakistan to
attract foreign direct invest-
ments to avoid going to the
IMF again and again. “We will
facilitate all those who would
export and bring dollars into
the country,” he added.

Pakistan, which is in dire
need of funds as it battles a
wrenching economic crisis, has
received economic assistance
from the IMF in the past. The
country is in discussions with
global lender to resume its
loan programme. Khan assert-
ed that the country needs to
take difficult decisions to
improve its tax collections and
exports.

“A major surgery is need-
ed to put our house in order.
Overseas Pakistanis will bring
their dollars to the country pro-
vided they are given incentives,”
he said, adding that only 2.5
million Pakistanis out of 220
million pay taxes. “There is a
need to increase the tax base to

achieve progress,” he said and
also proposed giving loans to
young people to start business-
es and reviving the mortgage
scheme.

Khan said his govern-
ment would promote tourism,
adding that the minerals sector
would be focused on generat-
ing revenue. The ex-premier
said after coming to power his
government would increase
agriculture productivity with
the cooperation of China.

The government would
take measures to stop money
laundering, he said, adding
that the current account deficit
would be curtailed as well.
Khan, who is facing threats to
his life, addressed the rally
from a bullet-proof glass con-
tainer.

Pakistan’s broadcast media
blacked out the coverage of the
event under the ‘pressure’ of the
PML-N-led government
backed by the powerful mili-
tary establishment. The author-
ities appeared so desperate to
fail the Khan’s power show that
all major roads leading to
Minar-i-Pakistan were blocked
by police with containers and
barricades.

The internet services were
snapped in parts of Lahore,
especially at the rally site.The
people reached the venue on
foot after covering long dis-
tances. Lashing out at the PML-
N-led government and its han-
dlers (a reference to the mili-
tary establishment) for arrest-
ing and torturing over 2,000 of
his party workers ahead of

this rally, Khan said, “one thing
is clear, whoever is in power,
they will get a message today
that people’s passion cannot be
curbed via hurdles and con-
tainers.”

“The way the powerful cir-
cles are behaving in Pakistan
today it seems that Imran Khan
is the only problem of the
country,” he said. Khan said a
cabal of thieves was imposed
on the nation after the toppling
of his government in April
last year. “I have completed a
century of cases. I may cross
150. Poor spend their entire life
fighting false cases in this
country. Pakistan has no future
if there is no rule of law,” he said
and added that ‘real freedom’
will only come if rule of law
prevails in the country. He
slammed Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif for begging
around the world but still fail-
ing to get any reprieve.

Taking a jibe at prime min-
ister Shehbaz, Khan said:
“Former army chief Gen
Qamar Javed Bajwa said he
used to scold Shehbaz for 40
minutes and he would not
react and listen patiently. This
happens when you (Shehbaz)
come to power through the
backdoor”. The cricketer-
turned-politician said for the
first time in his life he felt what
the people in Palestine feel.

“Police attacked my house
as they wanted to arrest me in
false cases. The people support-
ed me during the clash with the
police as they knew I was
right. 
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Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Sunday hit back at

President Arif Alvi, accusing
him of being partisan and fol-
lowing the dictates of his
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
instead of remaining neutral as
the head of the state.His com-
ments came two days after
President Alvi in a letter on
Friday accused the premier of
using disproportionate force
against politicians, political
workers and journalists in
recent clashes with former
prime minister Imran Khan’s
PTI.

The president, who was a
member of Khan’s party before
assuming the office, had also
asked Sharif to direct all
authorities to assist the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
in holding the Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa elections
as per the orders of the
Supreme Court.In his five-
page letter to President Alvi,

Sharif said that he was writing
to “set the record of the govern-
ment straight” and bring the
latter’s “partisan attitude” on
record. 

He said Alvi’s communica-
tion in parts read like “a press
release of the opposition polit-
ical party PTI whose one-
sided, anti-government views
you continue to openly
espouse, notwithstanding your
constitutional oath/office of
President ‘’.

He said that the president
on several occasions violated
his oath, including the order of
the dissolution of the National
Assembly in April last year on
direction of then prime minis-
ter Imran Khan, and also his
failure to discharge his consti-
tutional duty to give oath to
Sharif on his election as the
prime minister. 

“Despite the foregoing and
several other instances, where
you actively worked towards
undermining a constitutional-
ly elected government, I have

made all-out efforts to maintain
a good working relationship
with you. However, the con-
tents of your letter, its tone, and
language have compelled me to
respond to it,” he stated in the
letter. Sharif said that actions by
the law enforcement agencies
were in accordance with the
law.

“Regrettably and ostensi-
bly due to your party allegiance,
you have failed to note the
sheer violation of laws, contu-
macious disregard of court
orders, attacking the law
enforcement agencies, damag-
ing public property, attempts to
create chaos, civil and political
unrest, and in short, to bring
the country to the brink of eco-
nomic default and civil war by
PTI,” he said. 

He said the PTI’s complete
disregard of law tarnished the
image of Pakistan in the inter-
national community and cast
negative repercussions on the
future of democracy and state
of human rights.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan
right-wing Jamaat-e-Islami (JI)
party chief Sirajul Haq has said
that the tussle between the rul-
ing coalition and the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) could
result in the imposition of a
martial law in the country,
according to a media report on
Sunday. The cash-starved coun-
try is under constant political
turmoil after the ouster of
prime minister Imran Khan in
April last year. “The Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM)
government has become a bur-
den on the nation,” Haq was
quoted as saying by the Express
Tribune newspaper.Haq said
that the tussle between the rul-
ing coalition and the Pakistan
opposition could result in the
imposition of a martial law in
Pakistan. Proposing nation-
wide elections, Haq condemned
the government’s attempts to
suppress protests, saying peace-
ful demonstrations are the con-
stitutional right of every polit-
ical party. “The government
and the Election Commission

of Pakistan (ECP) are violating
the Constitution and the orders
of the Supreme Court by run-
ning away from elections,” he
said while addressing the media
on Friday in Lahore. Haq said
that the caretaker Punjab gov-
ernment was a part of the
PDM. “It seems from their
(the caretaker government)
statements that they will stay for
a long time. I want to make it
clear that this country has
come into existence through a
democratic process and can
only be sustained through
democratic action,” he said,
adding that unconstitutional
measures should be avoided.
Warning of grave conse-
quences, he announced that he
would resist those who “under-
mine the Constitution”.
Pointing out the duplicity of the
ruling alliance, the JI chief said
that the same parties, including
the Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) and the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), had
been protesting against inflation
before coming to power.
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Amajor tragedy was averted
on Friday when an Air India

and a Nepal Airlines aircraft
came close to collision mid-air
but the warning systems alerted
the pilots whose timely action
prevented the disaster, authori-
ties said here on Sunday. The
Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal
(CAAN) has suspended three
employees of the air traffic con-
troller department for “careless-
ness” during duty hours, accord-
ing to CAAN spokesperson
Jagannath Niroula. On Friday
morning, an aircraft of the Nepal
Airlines coming to Kathmandu
from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
and an Air India plane coming
to Kathmandu from New Delhi
almost collided. Both aircraft
were Boeing A320 with the

capacity of around 150 passen-
gers. The Air India aircraft was
descending from 19,000 ft while
the Nepal Airlines aircraft was
flying at an altitude of 15,000 ft
at the same location, Niroula
said.

After it was shown on the
radar that the two aircraft were
in proximity, the Nepal Airlines
aircraft descended to 7,000 ft, the
spokesperson said. 

The Civil Aviation Authority
has formed a three-member
probe committee to investigate
the matter. The CAAN has
removed three staff of the
Tribhuvan International Airport
who were on duty at the time of
the incident from active control
position until further notice,
according to a notice issued by
the CAAN. 
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Ahigh-level Indian delega-
tion called on Sri Lankan

President Ranil
Wickremesinghe here on
Sunday and briefed him on the
developments in the jointly-
identified priority areas for
bilateral collaboration in the
crucial energy sector.  President
Wickremesinghe provided his
insights on the early implemen-
tation of these initiatives when
the delegation led by Pankaj
Jain, Secretary, Ministry of
Petroleum Natural Gas, met
him, the Indian High
Commission here said. It said
India would gift Sri Lanka 500
solar-powered indoor cooking
systems.

The Lanka India Oil
Company (LIOC), the local
operator of Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), said the
visiting Secretary to the min-
istry of power and natural gas
Jain and Chairman IOC
Shrikant Madhav Vaidya had
earlier visited the Trincomalee
eastern Sri Lanka’s IOC termi-
nal. Sri Lanka and India run a
joint venture storing fuel in the

World War II time storage
tanks in Trincomalee.

In January last year, Sri
Lanka formally signed an agree-
ment with India to jointly
develop the oil tank farms in
Trincomalee. 

The joint venture was
finalised amid growing con-
cerns over China’s influence in
the island nation. Jain had
inaugurated three new LIOC
retail fuel sheds in their ongo-
ing expansion whilst addressing
the chamber of commerce and
attended a meeting of chief
executive officers of leading
Indian businesses based in Sri
Lanka.

Chairman IOC Vaidya said
he was delighted to have met
former World Cup-winning Sri
Lankan cricket captain Arjuna
Ranatunga. 

The top-level Indian dele-
gation on the petroleum sector
is expected to have extensive
talks with their Lankan coun-
terparts for further collabora-
tion, LIOC said. LIOC provid-
ed much assistance to Sri
Lankan fuel consumers at the
height of the country’s worst
economic crisis. 
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Israeli Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant has called upon the gov-

ernment to stop the controversial
judicial overhaul legislation that has
sparked protests across the country,
sticking his neck out amid Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
insistence to go ahead with the pro-
posed “reforms”.His intervention
came as Israelis opposed to the
changes held mass rallies across the
country for the twelfth week in a
row.“The security of the State of
Israel is my life’s mission. Over the
course of my entire adult life, I have
dealt with Israel’s security day in and
day out,” Gallant, Netanyahu’s close
aide, said on Saturday.

He said that he still supported
the need to revamp the court system,
but acknowledged that “unprece-
dented feelings of anger, pain and
disappointment have risen” within
the military over the proposed
changes to Israel’s balance of
power.The revamp includes enabling
Parliament to overrule decisions
made by the Supreme Court - a move
that critics say will undermine the
independence of the judiciary and

could be used for political ends.
“Clothed in the IDF’s (Israel

Defence Forces) uniform, I have
risked my life dozens of times for the
State of Israel. And at this time, for
the sake of our country, I am willing
to take any risk and pay any price,”
Gallant said in a televised speech.“I
declare loudly and publicly, for the
sake of Israel’s security, for the sake
of our sons and daughters – the leg-
islative process should be stopped,”
he asserted, pointing to the visible
diminishing morale of the Army he
could sense that is endangering
Israel’s security and unity. 

Thousands of soldiers, including
those in critical divisions of the
Army, had called to stop reporting
for reserve duty amid the ongoing
judicial overhaul process stressing
that it poses a grave danger to
Israel’s democracy and could turn it
into a dictatorship. 

“I hear their voices, and I am
worried. The events taking place and
the issues in Israeli society do not
skip the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).
Unprecedented feelings of anger,
pain and disappointment have risen
from all over,” the Israeli Defence
Minister said.
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Tel Aviv (AP): An Israeli good gov-
ernance group on Sunday asked the
country’s Supreme Court to punish
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu for allegedly violating a
conflict of interest agreement meant
to prevent him from dealing with the
country’s judiciary while he is on
trial for corruption. The request by
the Movement for Quality
Government in Israel intensifies a
brewing showdown between
Netanyahu’s government and the
judiciary, which it is trying to over-
haul in a contentious plan that has
sparked widespread opposition.
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Berlin: An increased number of
travellers in Germany boarded
trains and planes on Sunday, a day
before a major one-day strike that
aims to bring the country’s trans-
portation system to a standstill. But
even advance travel was met with
disruption in some places as Munich
airport already shut down because
of the impending strike on Monday,
and technical problems affecting
German airline Lufthansa in
Frankfurt led to flight delays and
cancellations at the country’s biggest
airport.

Munich Airport, the country’s
second-busiest, said that the ver.di
union was hitting it with two days
of strikes and it has no regular pas-
senger or cargo flights on either
Sunday or Monday.  A total of
around 1,500 connections were
affected, and takeoffs and landings
were only possible for emergency
humanitarian flights, German news
agency dpa reported. German
unions have called on thousands of
workers across the country’s trans-
portation system to stage a one-day
strike as employees in many sectors
are seeking hefty raises to reflect
persistently high inflation. AP
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Hong Kong: Dozens of people on
Sunday joined Hong Kong’s first
authorised protest since the lift-
ing of major COVID-19 restric-
tions under unprecedentedly
strict rules, including wearing a
numbered badge around their
necks.

The rules set out by the
police, who cited security reasons,
came as the financial hub was
promoting its return to normal-
cy after years of anti-virus con-
trols and political turmoil. During
the pandemic, protests were rare
due to COVID-19 restrictions. In
addition, many activists have
been silenced or jailed after
Beijing imposed a national secu-
rity law following massive
protests in 2019.

Critics say the city’s freedom
of assembly that was promised
Hong Kong when it returned to
China from Britain in 1997 has
been eroded. Sunday’s demon-
stration against the proposed
reclamation and construction of
rubbish-processing facilities was
the first police-approved march
of its kind after the city scrapped
its mask mandate and social dis-
tancing limits.

But organisers had to com-

ply with police requirements
such as taking measures to ensure
the number of participants would
not exceed the expected turnout
of 100 people and asking for
proof of a “reasonable excuse”
from protesters who wore masks
during the event.

At the height of the 2019 anti-
government movement, Hong
Kong’s government invoked
emergency powers to ban masks
from public gatherings so it can
identify protesters who officials
accused of illegal acts. On Sunday,
about 60 people expressed their
opposition to the plans in Tseung

Kwan O, a residential and indus-
trial idea, and had to walk in a
cordoned-off moving line in 

the rain amid heavy police
presence.

Theresa Wang described the
new restrictions as “a bit weird”
but said they were still acceptable
because the city was adjusting to
“the new Hong Kong.”

“I’m not happy but we have
to accept it. We have to accept
what is deemed legal now,” the
70-year-old retiree said, adding
that she hoped the protest would
be a sign the government is
more open to discussion. AP
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Beirut (AP): The Lebanese
government’s last-minute deci-
sion to delay the start of day-
light savings time by a month
until the end of the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan result-
ed in mass confusion on
Sunday. With some institu-
tions implementing the change
while others refused, many
Lebanese have found them-
selves in the position of jug-
gling work and school sched-
ules in different time zones —
in a country that is just 88 kilo-
meters (55 miles) at its widest
point. 
In some cases, the debate took
on a sectarian nature, with
many Christian politicians and
institutions, including the small
nation’s largest church, the
Maronite Church, rejecting the
move.

The small Mediterranean
country normally sets its clocks
forward an hour on the last
Sunday in March, which aligns
with most European countries.

However, on Thursday
Lebanon’s government

announced a decision by care-
taker Prime Minister Najib
Mikati to push the start of day-
light savings to April 21.

No reason was given for the
decision, but a video of a meet-
ing between Mikati and
Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri
leaked to local media showed
Berri asking Mikati to postpone
the implementation of day-
light savings time to allow
Muslims to break their
Ramadan fast an hour earlier.

Mikati responds that he
had made a similar proposal
but goes on to say that imple-
menting the change would be
difficult as it would cause prob-
lems in airline flight schedules,
to which Berri interjects, “What
flights?”

After the postponement of
daylight savings was
announced, Lebanon’s state air-
line,                  Middle East
Airlines, said the departure
times of all flights scheduled to
leave from the Beirut airport
between Sunday and April 21
would be advanced by an hour.
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Accra (Ghana): Vice President Kamala Harris
was greeted by schoolchildren, dancers and
drummers as she arrived on Sunday in
Ghana for the start of a weeklong visit to Africa
intended to deepen US relationships amid
global competition over the continent’s future.
“We are looking forward to this trip as a fur-
ther statement of the long and enduring very
important relationship and friendship between
the people of the United States and those who
live on this continent,” Harris said.

The children cheered and waved
Ghanaian and American flags as she stepped
off her plane after an overnight flight. She
smiled broadly and placed a hand on her heart
as she passed by the dancers. “What an hon-
our it is to be here in Ghana and on the con-
tinent of Africa,” Harris said. “I’m very exit-
ed about the future of Africa.” She said she
wanted to promote economic growth and food
security and welcomed the chance to ”witness
firsthand the extraordinary innovation and
creativity that is occurring on this continent”.

Ghana is one of the continent’s most sta-
ble democracies, but Harris is arriving at a time
of severe challenges for the West African
nation. Its economy, among the fastest grow-
ing in the world before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, faces a debt crisis and soaring infla-
tion that is driving up the cost of food and
other necessities. AP
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin announced plans on

Saturday to station tactical
nuclear weapons in neighbour-
ing Belarus, a warning to the
West as it steps up military sup-
port for Ukraine.   Putin said
the move was triggered by
Britain’s decision this past week
to provide Ukraine with armor-
piercing rounds containing
depleted uranium. The Russian
leader earlier made a false
claim that the rounds have
nuclear components.

He subsequently toned
down his language, but insist-
ed in a state television interview
broadcast on Saturday night
that the ammunition posed an
additional danger to both
troops and civilians in Ukraine. 

Tactical nuclear weapons
are intended for use on the bat-
tlefield, unlike more powerful,
longer-range strategic nuclear
weapons. Russia plans to main-
tain control over the ones it
plans to Belarus, and con-
struction of storage facilities for

them will be completed by
July 1, Putin said.

Putin didn’t say how many
nuclear weapons Russia would
keep in Belarus. The U.S. gov-
ernment believes Russia has
about 2,000 tactical nuclear
weapons, which include bombs
that can be carried by tactical
aircraft, warheads for short-
range missiles and artillery
rounds.In his interview, Putin
argued that by deploying its
tactical nuclear weapons in
Belarus, Russia was following
the lead of the United States,
noting that the U.S. has nuclear
weapons based in Belgium,
Germany, Greece, Italy, the
Netherlands and Turkey.

“We are doing what they
have been doing for decades,
stationing them in certain
allied countries, preparing the
launch platforms and training
their crews,” Putin said. “We are
going to do the same thing.”

Russia has stored its tacti-
cal nuclear weapons at dedicat-
ed depots on its territory, and
moving part of the arsenal to a
storage facility in Belarus

would up the ante in the
Ukrainian conflict by placing
them closer to the Russian air-

craft and missiles already sta-
tioned there.

Some hawkish commenta-

tors in Russia long have urged
the Kremlin to put the tactical
nuclear weapons close to the

weapons to send a signal to the
West about the readiness to use
them. 

Putin said Belarusian
President Alexander
Lukashenko has long asked
for the nuclear weapons as a
counter to NATO. Belarus
shares borders with three
NATO members — Latvia,
Lithuania and Poland — and
Russia used its territory as a
staging ground to send troops
into Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022.

Putin noted that Russia
helped modernize Belarusian
military aircraft last year to
make them capable of carrying
nuclear warheads. He said 10
such planes were ready to go.
He said nuclear weapons also
could be launched by the
Iskander short-range missiles
that Russia provided to Belarus
last year.  Belarusian opposition
leader Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya, who is living
in exile, said the agreement to
transfer the tactical nuclear
weapons to Belarus “underlines
the threat to regional security”
from Lukashenko’s regime. 
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Hindus living in the UK are among the
healthiest and well qualified reli-

gious groups and Sikhs are most likely to
own their homes, according to latest cen-
sus data for England and Wales. The UK’s
Office for National Statistics (ONS) has
been analysing census statistics to release
information across various subcategories
for the country’s population based on the
responses of the online census conducted
in March 2021. In its latest release entitled
‘Religion by housing, health, employ-
ment and education’ this week, the ONS
finds that life outcomes for religious
groups varied considerably.

“In 2021, those who identified as
‘Hindu’ had the highest percentage of their
population reporting either ‘very good’ or
‘good’ health (87.8 per cent), compared
with 82.0 per cent of the overall popula-
tion,” the ONS finds, adding that the
Hindus also reported the “lowest preva-
lence of disability”. “People who identified
as ‘Hindu’ had the highest percentage with
a ‘Level 4 or above’ [certificate-level]
qualification (54.8 per cent), compared
with the overall population (33.8 per cent),”
it noted.

“People who identified as ‘Sikh’ were
more likely to live in households that
owned their home… 77.7 per cent of those
who identified as ‘Sikh’ lived in households
that owned their home,” the ONS said. The

religion question is voluntary in the cen-
sus and in 2021, 94 per cent of the over-
all population in England and Wales of 56
million chose to answer the question.

The ONS said that many of the life out-
comes discussed in its analysis may be
influenced by the differing age and sex pro-
files of religious groups.

“In 2021, people who identified as
‘Muslim’ were nearly four times more like-
ly to live in overcrowded homes than the
overall population of England and Wales,”
the statistics show. “In 2021, people who
identified as ‘Muslim’ had the lowest per-
centage of people aged 16 to 64 years in
employment (51.4 per cent compared with

70.9 per cent of the overall population);
this resulted from the high percentages of
people who were students or looking after
home or family in this group,” it said. 

The ONS pointed out that life out-
comes for religious groups often overlap,
as people in poor health or caring for oth-
ers may be less able to work or gain edu-
cation.

Income, where people live, and cul-
tural background, also have an influence
on outcomes. 

The analysis reveals that those who
identified as “Christian” had an older age
profile and reported poorer health than the
overall population.

“People who identified as ‘Christian’
were most likely to live in households that
owned their home outright (36 per cent),
8.9 percentage points higher than the over-
all population (27.1 per cent). This group
had a median (average) age of 51 years,
compared with 40 years for the overall
population, suggesting that they may
have had time to pay off a mortgage or
loan,” the ONS said.

The 2021 census survey was filled out
by more than 24 million households
across England and Wales and data from
the survey is being published in stages by
the ONS since then. According to an ear-
lier release, people identifying as Christian
fell below half the population for the first
time, while those identifying as Hindu,
Muslim or Sikh registered a small rise.
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Washington (PTI): A 35-year-old man has
been sentenced to 100 years of hard labour for
causing the death of a 5-year-old Indian-ori-
gin girl in the US state of Louisiana in 2021,
according to local media reports.   

Joseph Lee Smith from Shreveport was sen-
tenced following his conviction in January of
the killing of Mya Patel, local news media out-
lets like KSLA News 12 and the Shreveport
Times reported.

Patel was playing in a hotel room on
Monkhouse Drive when a bullet entered her
room and struck her in the head. Patel was
rushed to a nearby hospital, where she battled
for three days and was pronounced dead on
March 23, 2021. 

During Smith’s trial, it was revealed to the
jury that  Smith got into an altercation with
another man in the parking lot of the Super 8
Motel. The hotel was owned and operated at
that time by Vimal and Snehal Patel, who lived
in a ground-floor unit with Mya and a younger
sibling.

During the altercation, Smith struck the
other man with a 9-mm handgun, which dis-
charged. The bullet missed the other man but
went into the hotel room and struck Patel in
the head before grazing her mother.
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Washington (AP): President
Joe Biden early on Sunday issued
an emergency declaration for
Mississippi, making federal fund-
ing available to Carroll,
Humphreys, Monroe and
Sharkey counties, the areas hard-
est hit Friday night by a deadly
tornado that ripped through
the Mississippi Delta, one of the
poorest regions of the US. At
least 25 people were killed and
dozens of others were injured in
Mississippi as the massive storm
ripped through several towns on
its hour-long path. One man was
killed after his trailer home
flipped several times in Alabama.

Search and recovery crews
on Sunday resumed the daunt-
ing task of digging through the
debris of flattened and battered
homes, commercial buildings
and municipal offices after hun-
dreds of people were displaced.

Federal Emergency
Management Agency
Administrator Deanne Criswell
was scheduled to visit the state
on Sunday to evaluate the
destruction. FEMA
Coordinating Officer John Boyle
has been appointed to oversee
federal recovery operations.
Following Biden’s declaration,
federal funding can be used for
recovery efforts including tem-
porary housing, home repairs,
loans covering uninsured prop-
erty losses and other individual

and business programs, the
White House said in a statement.
The twister flattened entire
blocks, obliterated houses, ripped
a steeple off a church and toppled
a municipal water tower.  Even
with recovery just starting, the
National Weather Service
warned of a risk of more severe
weather Sunday — including
high winds, large hail and pos-
sible tornadoes — in eastern
Louisiana, south central
Mississippi and south central
Alabama. 

5������-��!� ���
������C((��������
�	������������������!!
��
Wilmington (US): President Joe Biden’s
choice to run the Federal Aviation
Administration has withdrawn his nomina-
tion, a setback for the administration that
comes after Denver International Airport
CEO Phillip Washington appeared to lack
enough support in the closely divided
Senate. Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg confirmed Washington’s with-
drawal in a tweet Saturday night, calling him
“an excellent nominee” and blaming unde-
served and partisan attacks.Republicans
were united in opposition to Washington,
calling him unqualified because of limited
aviation experience. 

Democrats and allied independents still
might have pushed the nomination through,
but key senators on their side balked at sup-
porting Biden’s pick. Washington’s fate
appeared settled when Senate Commerce
Committee Chair Maria Cantwell, D-Wash.,
abruptly called off a scheduled vote last
Wednesday — a sign that she lacked enough
votes to move the nomination out of com-
mittee. She said some senators wanted

more information about Washington. Sen.
Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona, who was a
Democrat until switching to independent in
December, and moderate Democrat Jon
Tester of Montana declined to say how they
would have voted.  A person familiar with
the matter told The Associated Press that
Sinema was holding up the nomination and
had indicated her opposition.  The person
was not authorised to discuss the process
publicly and insisted on anonymity.

Before the White House announces a
new nominee, it likely will want assurances
of support from Sinema, Tester and other
moderates. The FAA has lacked a Senate-
confirmed administrator since March 2022.
The agency is trying to reassure Americans
that air travel is safe despite a surge in close
calls between planes this year. 

It is also struggling with aging technol-
ogy that failed in January, briefly cancelling
all takeoffs around the country. And it is still
trying to repair its reputation after approv-
ing Boeing planes that crashed in 2018 and
2019. AP
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Beijing (AP): Honduras formed diplomat-
ic ties with China on Sunday after break-
ing off relations with Taiwan, which is now
recognized by only 13 sovereign states,
including Vatican City. The announcement
reported by Chinese state media CCTV
came after the Honduran and Taiwanese
governments made separate announce-
ments that they were severing ties.

“The government of the Republic of
Honduras recognizes the existence of only
one China in the world and that the gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China
is the only legitimate government that rep-
resents all of China,” Honduras’s Foreign
Ministry said in a statement posted on
Twitter. It added that “Taiwan is an inalien-
able part of Chinese territory, and as of
today, the Honduran government has
informed Taiwan of the severance of diplo-
matic relations, pledging not to have any
official relationship or contact with Taiwan.”
Taiwan Foreign Minister Joseph Wu said on
Sunday that Taiwan had ended its relations
with Honduras to “safeguard its sovereign-
ty and dignity.” Wu said that Honduras
President Xiomara Castro and her team
always had a “fantasy” about China and had
raised the issue of switching ties before the
presidential election in Honduras in 2021.
Relations between Taiwan and Honduras

were once stable, he said, but China had not
stopped luring Honduras. The Honduran
administration had asked Taiwan for bil-
lions of dollars of aid and compared its pro-
posals with China’s, Wu said, as he detailed
work Taiwan had done to help develop its
former ally. “The Castro government dis-
missed our nation’s longstanding assistance
and relations and carried out talks to form
diplomatic ties with China. Our govern-
ment feels pained and regretful,” he said.

Taiwan’s presidential office spokesper-
son Olivia Lin noted in a statement that the
relations between both sides had lasted for
more than 80 years. “China has sup-
pressed Taiwan’s international space for long
and unilaterally endangers the region’s
peace and stability,” she was quoted saying
in the statement. Honduras is the ninth
diplomatic ally that Taipei has lost to Beijing
since pro-independence President Tsai
Ing-wen first took office in May 2016.
China and Taiwan have been locked in a
battle for diplomatic recognition since the
sides split amid civil war in 1949, with
Beijing spending billions to win recognitin
for its “one China” policy. 

China claims Taiwan is part of its ter-
ritory, to be brought under its control by
force if necessary, and refuses most contacts
with countries that maintain formal ties
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Caracas (AP): Venezuela’s attorney
general said Saturday that 21 people,
including senior officials in the govern-
ment of President Nicolás Maduro
and business leaders, have been arrest-
ed in connection with a corruption
scheme involving international oil
sales.

Prosecutor Tarek William Saab
said the alleged scheme involved sell-
ing Venezuelan oil through the coun-
try’s cryptocurrency oversight agency
in parallel to the state-run Petróleos de
Venezuela SA. The oversight agency
allegedly signed contracts for the load-
ing of crude on ships “without any type
of administrative control or guarantees,”
violating legal regulations, Saab said,
without mentioning the amounts
involved. Once the oil was marketed,
“the corresponding payments were not
made” to the state oil company. 

The attorney general’s statement
comes five days after Venezuela’s once-
powerful oil minister, Tareck El
Aissami, resigned amid allegations of
corruption against some of his closest
associates. El Aissami said he resigned
to “accompany and fully support” the
investigations. For now, El Aissami,
who was one of Maduro’s trusted min-
isters, is not facing charges.

Kyiv (AP): Russian authorities
said on Sunday a drone caused
an explosion that injured three
people in a town far from the
border with Ukraine, but gave
no word on the drone’s origin.

The explosion occurred on
Sunday afternoon in the town of
Kireyevsk, in the Tula region
about 300 kilometres (180 miles)
from the border with Ukraine
and 175 kilometers (110 miles)
south of Moscow. Russia’s state
news agency RIA-Novosti cited
local authorities as saying the
explosion, which damaged some
residential buildings, was caused
by a drone but did not immedi-
ately give further details.

The Latvia-based Russian
news outlet Meduza reported
that the blast left a crater about
15 metres (50 feet) in diameter
and five metres deep (16 feet).
Ukraine’s government on
Sunday called for an emergency
meeting of the UN Security
Council to “counter the
Kremlin’s nuclear blackmail”
after Russian President Vladimir

Putin revealed plans to station
tactical atomic weapons in
Belarus.

One Ukrainian official said
that Russia “took Belarus as a
nuclear hostage”. But Moscow
said it was making the move in
response to the West’s increas-
ing military support for Ukraine.
Putin announced the plan in a
television interview that aired on
Saturday, saying it was trig-
gered by a UK decision this past
week to provide Ukraine with
armour-piercing rounds con-
taining depleted uranium.

Putin argued that by
deploying its tactical nuclear
weapons in Belarus, Russia was
following the lead of the United
States. He noted that
Washington has nuclear
weapons based in Belgium,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands
and Turkey. “We are doing
what they have been doing for
decades, stationing them in
certain allied countries, prepar-
ing the launch platforms and
training their crews,” he said.
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Ukraine’s government on
Sunday called for an

emergency meeting of the UN
Security Council to “counter
the Kremlin’s nuclear black-
mail” after Russian President
Vladimir Putin revealed plans
to station tactical atomic
weapons in Belarus.

One Ukrainian official
said that Russia “took Belarus
as a nuclear hostage”. But
Moscow said it was making
the move in response to the
West’s increasing military sup-
port for Ukraine. Putin
announced the plan in a tele-
vision interview that aired on
Saturday, saying it was trig-
gered by a UK decision this
past week to provide Ukraine
with armour-piercing rounds

containing depleted uranium.
Putin argued that by deploy-
ing its tactical nuclear weapons
in Belarus, Russia was follow-
ing the lead of the United
States. He noted that
Washington has nuclear
weapons based in Belgium,
Germany, Italy,  the
Netherlands and Turkey.

“We are doing what they
have been doing for decades,
stationing them in certain
allied countries, preparing the
launch platforms and training
their crews,” he said. 

Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry
condemned the move in a
statement on Sunday and
demanded an emergency
meeting of the UN Security
Council.

“Ukraine expects effective
action to counter the Kremlin’s

nuclear blackmail by the UK,
China, the US and France,
including as permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security
Council, which have a special
responsibility to prevent
threats of aggression using
nuclear weapons,” the state-
ment read.

“The world must be unit-
ed against someone who
endangers the future of human
civilisation.” 

Oleksiy Danilov, the secre-
tary of Ukraine’s National
Security and Defence Council,
tweeted on Sunday that Putin’s
announcement was “a step
towards internal destabilisa-
tion” of Belarus that max-
imised “the level of negative
perception and public rejec-
tion” of Russia and Putin in
Belarusian society. 
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Boat sinkings off the coast of Tunisia over the
weekend killed at least 29 people from coun-

tries in sub-Saharan Africa who were trying
make the perilous crossing of the Mediterranean
Sea to Italy, the Tunisian National Guard said
on Sunday. 

Tunisian fishermen recovered 19 bodies,
said National Guard spokesman
Houssameddine Jebabli. 

The Coast Guard also recovered eight bod-
ies on Saturday night and rescued 11 survivors
who had been aboard a boat that went down,
he said. 

Two other bodies were recovered in waters
off the Tunisian port of Sfax, he said. 

It wasn’t immediately clear how many more
people might also have been aboard boats that
sank.

A Tunisian NGO that tracks migration
issues said five boats are believed to have
foundered in the past two days off Sfax and that
67 people remain unaccounted for.

People fleeing conflict or poverty routine-
ly take boats from Tunisian shores toward
Europe, even though the central Mediterranean
is the most dangerous migration route in the
world, according to the International
Organisation for Migration. Many are from sub-
Saharan Africa.
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The plan of debt-ridden
Reliance Capital’s lenders to

conduct a second round of auc-
tion has hit a roadblock, as bid-
ders are apparently not inclined
to another round under the
insolvency resolution process,
according to sources.

Meanwhile, the apex court
has listed the matter regarding
the second auction for hearing
in August.

The Supreme Court (SC)
on March 20, 2023, admitted
Torrent Investments’ — the
highest bidder with Rs 8,640
crore resolution plan — appeal
against the lenders’ decision to
hold another round of auction. 

However, the court refused
to stay the second round of the
auction.

The insolvency process of
RCAP has been going on for
more than 450 days, which is
much longer than the statuto-
ry time limit of 330 days.

According to the sources,
Torrent has recently conveyed

to the lenders that it is not will-
ing to participate in the second
round of auction. The other
bidder — IndusInd
International Holdings Ltd
(IIHL) of Hinduja Group —
has also told the lenders that it
wants to withdraw its revised
bid of �9,000 crore, which it
had made after the auction
process, and retain the old
offer of �8,110 crore in the first
round of auction.

This has upset the
Committee of Creditors (CoC)
plan to conduct a second round
of auction with a base price of
�9,500 crore to maximise the
recovery from the RCAP res-
olution process.

�
&�������������!��������
����������������������!���
���������������������!���

���� ��������	�

Satellite communication service provider OneWeb is able
to match mobile services rates of western countries but

its prices can’t be at par with the “extremely low” tariff in
India, company’s executive chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal
said on Sunday.

With the launch of 36 Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satel-
lites by NewSpace India Limited early in the day, OneWeb
constellation now has 618 satellites for global coverage
including India.

Sharing details of OneWeb launch and services, Mittal
said that the services will be affordable and at par with
mobile rates if a community of 30-40 homes in a village
use it. However, the services will cost more for individ-
ual use in India compared to existing mobile services plans.

“If you ask me, can the pricing of satellite communi-
cation be at par with mobile tariffs? Whatever is currently
available in the Western world, it can be done today. What
is available in India for 2 and 2.5 dollars a month? No,
because that is a pricing which is extremely low,” Mitttal
said. He said that the company expects all the permissions
required for services launched in India to be in place by
July-August. OneWeb has the permission for satellite ser-
vices but it needs to wait till Spacecom Policy is in place
and spectrum is allocated to the company for transmit-
ting signals. 
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Only 15 per cent of the 267
insolvency cases admit-

ted in company law tribunals
during October-December
2022 reached resolution with
overall recovery of just 27 per
cent of claimed amount, the
IBBI data showed.

As much as 45 per cent
cases were concluded through
liquidation, according to a
Kotak Securities analysis of
the latest data from the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI).

On quarter-on-quarter
basis, the second quarter of
FY23 saw 256 cases in NCLTs
(National Company Law
Tribunals), massively down
from the yearly run-rate of
2,000 cases in FY20.

According to the analysis,
one-third of all liquidations
happened because no resolu-
tion plans were received. Of the
1,901 cases resolved so far, in

1,229 cases the banker decid-
ed to go in for a liquidation,
while in 600 cases, no resolu-
tion plans were received.

In 56 cases, the resolution
plan was rejected for non-
compliance and in the remain-
ing 16 cases, the debtor con-
travened provisions of the res-
olution plan. Also most cases
(76 per cent) that ended up in
liquidation were either non-
functional and/or part of past

BIFR (Board for Industrial and
Financial Reconstruction)
process and the rest were due
to other reasons.

The brokerage, however,
considers the low admissions
and resolution levels as signs of
corporate India being com-
fortably placed and observes
that as a result the direction of
cases and outstanding claims
will likely stay low as legacy
stress gets resolved.
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Tenstorrent, a next-generation
computing company that

builds computers for AI, is look-
ing to partner with Indian startups
for building open source RISC-V
based microprocessors, a top offi-
cial of the company said.

Tenstorrent CEO Jim Keller
told PTI that he is looking forward
to real India projects to come out
of the country’s startups like
building an entire data centre
using RISC V services designed by
local companies.

“Tenstorrent as a company is
going to invest in some (startups).
We are not an investment com-
pany but we have a very keen
interest. Let’s say there has been
progress with some because we’re
going to collaborate where we
plan to share some technology,” he
said.

Keller is known for his work
in designing the AMD K7 proces-
sor, which was the first comput-
er chipset to achieve 1 gigahertz
processing speed, AMD K8
processors, Apple A4 and A5

chipsets and later his role for the
leading design team at AMD.

The Apple A4 chip was used
in the first iPad.

Keller said that he has worked
with Indian engineers over the
years and has realised that some-
times they are “unwarrantedly
optimistic”.

When asked about his views
on India’s semiconductor mission
during the time when there is
excess supply of the chipsets in the
market, Keller said that the chip
industry is cyclical in nature and
it takes a couple of decades to
build the industry.
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Nearly 67 per cent of private
companies do not have an

adequate risk management
function, and over 52 per cent
are still not equipped with for-
mal risk management process-
es, said a report by risk advisory
firm MGC Global. 

Over 50 per cent of the sur-
vey participants were affiliated
with companies that reported
revenues of over �1,000 crore. 

It was conducted with an
outreach to over 60,000 pro-
fessionals in management and
board-level roles in various
sectors in India to assess the
corporate governance on a
range of pertinent practices in
their respective companies,
MGC Global said in a release. 

According to the survey
titled ‘State of Corporate
Governance in India, 2023’,
about 67 per cent of closely
held companies and 38 per cent
of public companies were
found to have inadequate prac-
tices for risk management. In
addition, several companies
are at risk of cronyism due to
less than one-third of the board
being independent directors.

This survey also found out
that around 45 per cent of
respondents from private com-
panies have less than one-third
of their board comprising inde-
pendent directors. This could
lead to cronyism and impact
objectivity in decision-mak-
ing. 

“This year, we had
launched a survey with a wide
and cross-sector outreach and
had looked closely at the state

of governance on the ground in
an environment that has been
witnessing a significant change
in terms of the development
and adoption of governance
practices,” said Monish G
Chatrath, Managing Partner,
MGC Global.

With data theft on the rise
and with the advent of data
protection regulations, such as
GDPR, it is encouraging to see
that 89 per cent of public com-
panies have policies and pro-
cedures relating to cyber secu-
rity and data protection in
place, the report said. 

The survey also found that
women are grossly under-rep-
resented on boards of 96 per
cent of private companies and
51 per cent of public compa-
nies; shareholder engagement
is restricted to annual general
meetings in 67 per cent of pub-
lic companies; codes of ethical
business conduct were not
published in 25 per cent of pri-
vate companies; and CEOs,
CFOs and HR directors play
the roles of ombudsman in 41
per cent of public 
companies. 

MGC Global is an inde-
pendent member firm of the
$4.6 billion Atlanta headquar-
tered Allinial Global. 
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With retail inflation
remaining above the

comfort level of 6 per cent and
most global peers including US
Fed continuing hawkish stance,
the Reserve Bank of India too
may go in for a 25 basis points
hike in the bi-monthly mone-
tary policy to be announced on
April 6, opined experts.

The Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) of the
Reserve Bank will be meeting
for three days on April 3, 5 and
6 to take into account various
domestic and global factors
before coming out with the first
bi-monthly monetary policy
for fiscal 2023-24.

The two key factors which
the committee will deliberate
intensely while firming up the
next monetary policy are ele-
vated retail inflation and the
recent action taken by central
banks of the developed nations
especially the US Federal
Reserve, European Central
Bank and Bank of 
England.

The Reserve Bank on India

(RBI) has been raising bench-
mark rates since May 2022 to
contain inflation which has
been largely driven by external
factors, especially the disrup-
tion of the global supply chain
following the outbreak of the
Russia-Ukraine war.

In its last policy meeting
held in February, RBI had
raised the policy rate or repo by
25 basis points to 6.50 per cent.

Having remained below
six per cent for two months
(November and December
2022), the retail inflation
breached the comfort zone
warranting action by the
Reserve Bank.

The Consumer Price Index
(CPI)-based inflation was 6.52
per cent in January and 6.44
per cent in February.

“Given that CPI inflation
has been 6.5 per cent and 6.4
per cent in the last two months
and that liquidity is now near
neutral, we may expect the RBI
to raise rates once again by 25
bps and probably change stance
to neutral to signal that this
cycle is over,” opined Madan
Sabnavis, Chief Economist,
Bank of Baroda.

India Ratings and Research
Chief Economist D K Pant too
expects the central bank to
raise policy rate by 25 bps (basis
points).

“This is likely to be last rate
hike in present policy tighten-
ing cycle,” he said, and added
that inflation trajectory from
here is going to decline due to
impact of past policy rate hikes,
softening of global commodi-
ty prices, and base effect.

Meanwhile, Ranen
Banerjee, Partner, Economic
Advisory Services, PwC India,
said that the risk of dis-anchor-
ing the inflation expectations
by going for a pause owing to
the banking turmoil has forced
the US Fed, ECB and BoE to
raise the policy rates. 
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Stock markets may face
volatility in a holiday-short-

ened week ahead amid month-
ly derivatives expiry, besides
global factors and foreign fund
trading activity would contin-
ue to dictate terms, analysts
said.

Factors such as movement
of global oil benchmark Brent
crude and the rupee would also
guide the trend in equities.

Markets would remain
closed on Thursday for Ram
Navami.

“While volatility may
increase locally before the
March Futures and Options
(F&O) expiry, the position of
major international banks will
continue to play a significant
role in the direction of the mar-
ket globally.

“The market will also keep
an eye on the geopolitical sit-
uation because there is still ten-
sion between Russia and
Ukraine and there is also some
tension developing between
the US and Syria. But, the
market is not paying much
attention to this. Due to FIIs’
aggressive selling in recent
months, the institutional flow
will also be crucial,” said
Santosh Meena, Head of
Research, Swastika Investmart
Ltd.

Last week, the BSE bench-

mark fell 462.8 points or 0.79
per cent, while the Nifty slipped
155 points or 0.90 per cent.
Both the benchmarks ended in
the negative territory for the
third week in a row.

Three major factors that
contributed to the market’s
volatility were the global bank-
ing crisis, the US Federal
Reserve’s rate increase, and the
Finance Bill amendment,
Meena added.

“This week is a holiday-
shortened one and we expect
volatility to remain high due to
the scheduled expiry of March
month derivatives 
contracts. 

Besides, global cues, for-
eign flows and movement in
crude could further add to the
choppiness,” Ajit Mishra, VP -
Technical Research, Religare

Broking Ltd, said.
Global markets have been

turbulent amid worries over
turmoil in the banking sector
and uncertainty about what the
Federal Reserve and other cen-
tral banks will do with interest
rates going forward.

Siddhartha Khemka, Head
- Retail Research, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services Ltd,
said this week will see further
increase in volatility due to the
monthly F&O expiry.

Global markets were most-
ly lower on Friday with traders
remaining cautious as lingering
concerns about the recent tur-
moil in the banking sector
continue to hang over the mar-
kets amidst fears of economic
slowdown, said Deepak Jasani,
Head of Retail Research, HDFC
Securities.
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After stirring a price war in
the soft drink segment

with the relaunch of Campa,
billionaire Mukesh Ambani-led
Reliance has entered the per-
sonal and home care segment
of FMCG, offering products at
30 to 35 per cent lesser price.

Experts say “the jury is out”
and a competitive offering
from Reliance would attract the
customers to try its products
and evaluate performance,
quality and perception in com-
parison to the same from the
established brands.

Products of RCPL, the
FMCG arm and wholly-owned
subsidiary of Reliance Retail
Ventures Limited (RRVL), are
available only in selected mar-
kets but the company is build-
ing a dealer network on a pan-
India basis, and the availabili-
ty of its products will be scaled
up across modern and gener-
al trade channels.

“They are creating a dis-
tinct and dedicated distribution

network comprising tradition-
al dealer/stockists as well as
modern trade b2b channels,”
said an industry source.

It articulates ambitions to
be a relevant player in the
USD 110-billion FMCG (Fast
Moving Consumer Goods)
segment, largely dominated by
players as HUL, P&G, Reckitt,
and Nestle.

RCPL has priced its
Glimmer beauty soaps, Get
Real natural soaps, and Puric
hygiene soaps at �25, which is
much lower than the products

of leading brands such as Lux
(�35 for 100 gm), Dettol (�40
for 75 gm) and Santoor (�34 for
100 gm) etc, while prices of its
Enzo 2 litre front load and top
load liquid detergent is �250
(on Jio Mart) in comparison to
a 2-litre pack of Surf Excel
Matic priced at �325.

For Enzo front-load and
top-load detergent powder, it
had priced at �149 for 1-kilo-
gramme pack (on Jio Mart). 

Front-load and top-load
refer to the two categories of
washing machine.
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The Government has
extended export benefits

under RoDTEP scheme to 18
items related to textiles sector,
including saari and lungi, with
a view to boost shipments of
these goods.

Benefits under the duty
refund scheme — Remission of
Duties and Taxes on Exported
Products (RoDTEP) — will be
given to exports made from
March 23, the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) has said in a notifica-
tion.

Under the RoDTEP, vari-
ous central and state duties,
taxes, and levies imposed on
input products, among others,
will be refunded to exporters.

“18 tariff lines...Are being
added...Under RoDTEP for
exports made from March 28,
2023,” it said.

The items include shirting
fabrics, casement, and cambric. 
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Housing sales in India’s top
seven cities are estimated

to rise 14 per cent during
January-March to over 1.13
lakh units on strong demand
despite increase in prices by 6-
9 per cent, according to
Anarock.

Real estate consultant
Anarock, which tracks the pri-
mary (fresh sales) residential
market, said the “bull run”
continued in the housing seg-
ment of Indian realty sector
despite rise in interest rates on
home loans, leading to highest
quarterly sales in the last one
decade.

According to the data com-
piled by Anarock, housing sales
are estimated at 1,13,770 units
in January-March, up 14 per
cent from 99,550 units in the
year-ago period across seven
major cities.

Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) and Pune con-
tributed 48 per cent to total
sales.

Delhi-NCR is the only city
likely to witness a decline in
sales during the first quarter of
this calendar year.

“The residential market’s
winning streak continued in
the first quarter of 2023 with
housing sales in top cities

breaching the previous high of
Q1, 2022.

“The quarter has recorded
the highest ever sales in the last
decade amid significant rise in
demand for high-ticket priced
homes (more than �1.5 crore),”
Anarock Chairman Anuj Puri
said.

Puri, however, cautioned
that emerging headwinds could
pose a challenge in the short-
term.

“Persistent inflation con-
cerns along with another pos-
sible rate hike by the RBI in the
near future could dent the
housing market’s growth tra-
jectory in the upcoming two
quarters,” Puri said.

As per the data, housing
sales in MMR are likely to rise
19 per cent to 34,690 units in
January-March from 29,130
units in the corresponding
period of last year.
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The Government has hiked
customs duty on import of

X-ray machines and non-
portable X-ray generators to 15
per cent with effect from April
1.

Currently, portable X-ray
machines and non-portable X-
ray generators and apparatus
attract 10 per cent import duty.

The changes in the cus-
toms duty rate was brought in
as part of the amendments to
the Finance Bill, 2023, which
was passed by the Lok Sabha
last Friday. The new rates
would be effective from April
1, 2023, the amendment said.

AMRG & Associates
Senior Partner Rajat Mohan
said this is intended to improve
barriers to manufacturing in
India. “This will encourage
‘Make in India’ to reduce
import dependence in the
niche sector,” he said. 
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Five of the top 10 most val-
ued firms together lost

�86,447.12 crore in market
valuation last week, with
Infosys, Tata Consultancy
Services and State Bank of
India taking the biggest hit.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark fell 462.8 points or 0.79
per cent. While Reliance
Industries Limited, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),

HDFC Bank, Infosys and State
Bank of India suffered erosion
from their valuation, ICICI
Bank, Hindustan Unilever
Limited, ITC, HDFC and
Bharti Airtel posted gains.

The market capitalisation
(mcap) of Infosys tumbled by
Rs 25,217.2 crore to
�5,72,687.97 crore.

The valuation of State Bank
of India fell �21,062.08 crore to
�4,51,228.38 crore, and that of
TCS tanked �21,039.55 crore to

�11,42,154.59 crore. The mcap
of Reliance Industries declined
by �13,226.53 crore to
�14,90,775.40 crore, and
HDFC Bank dipped �5,901.76
crore to �8,71,416.33 crore.

However, ICICI Bank
added �10,905.18 crore, taking
its valuation to �5,94,888.25
crore.

The valuation of
Hindustan Unilever rallied Rs
7,542.19 crore to �5,82,816.11
crore, and ITC climbed

�3,664.01 crore to �4,70,360.22
crore.

Bharti Airtel’s mcap
jumped �2,787.57 crore to
�4,24,964.64 crore, and that of
HDFC advanced �384.89 crore
to �4,69,845.34 crore.

Reliance Industries con-
tinued to rule the top 10 most
valued firms chart followed by
TCS, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, Infosys,
ITC, HDFC, State Bank of
India and Bharti Airtel. 
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Indian men's doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty capped off their

impressive campaign with a title win,
beating China's Ren Xiang Yu and
Tan Qiang in the final of the Swiss
Open Super 300 badminton tourna-
ment here on Sunday.

The second-seeded Indian pair,
the 2022 World Championships
bronze medallist, was solid in defence
and dished out an attacking game to
outwit the world No. 21 pair 21-19,
24-22 in 54 minutes.

It was the first title of the season
for India with Satwik and Chirag
putting to rest the disappointment of
last week's All England
Championships where they had exit-
ed in the second round.

Overall, it was the fifth career
world tour title for the Indian pair,
who had claimed the India Open and
French Open last year, besides secur-
ing the Thailand Open in 2019 and
Hyerabad Open in 2018.

Satwik and Chirag had also won
the Commonwealth Games gold in
2022.

The title run also meant India
continued its love affair with the
Swiss Open, with PV Sindhu (2022),
Saina Nehwal (2011, 2012), Kidambi
Srikanth (2015) and HS Prannoy
(2016) claiming the crown in the
past.

The two pairs had contracting
march to the final with Satwik and
Chirag playing three three-game
matches on their way to the summit
clash, while Tan and Ren didn't drop
a game.

Tan had forged a world No. 10
pairing with He Jiting in 2019, win-
ning the 2021 World Championships
silver medal, while Ren had been
ranked as high as 16 with his former
partner Ou Xuanyi.

Playing the Chinese pair for the
first time, Satwik and Chirag turned
up the heat at the right moments, dis-
played their attacking prowess and
steely nerves to come out victories.

A service error from Chirag
was a dampener but India managed
to lead 3-1 early on before the
Chinese drew parity at 6-6. There
was another service error for height
from Satwik before the Indians
entered the break with a three-point
cushion.

The Indians tried to keep the ral-
lies flat and short and it worked, as
they led 15-10 and then 18-13.

However, Tan and Ren soon nar-
rowed down the gap to 17-18.

But, a precise smash from
Chirag, which bisected the court,
gave Idia two game points. Satwik
sailed one long before sealing the
game with a winner to take the first
advantage.

The second game was an
extremely close affair as the rivals

fought tooth and nail.
After trailing 2-4 early, Chirag

went on the attack from the front
court to draw level.

The Chinese pair kept fighting
and clawed back at 8-8 with Tan find-
ing a winner at the forecourt with a
drop.

Satwik smashed one into the net
before the Chinese made a service
error to hand a two-point advantage
to the Indians at the mid-game
interval.

The Indian duo quickly extend-
ed the lead to 14-11 with Satwik pro-
ducing a powerful smash. Tan and
Chirag then engaged in a terrific rally
but the latter went long as the
Chinese kept breathing down the
neck of the Indian pair.

With Satwik erring twice, China
was back on level par at 16-16. In the
end, a straight smash from Chirag
earned India two championship
points. After another exciting rally,
Chirag went long to squander one
opportunity.

A lucky net chord helped China
draw parity at 20-20 before Tan sent
one into the net to gift another match
point to the Indians.

However, once again, a return
bounced from the net as China
saved another championship point.

Tan and Ren then grabbed a
game point of their own with Chirag
erring, but China lost it with a shot
going into net.
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American Coco Gauff was
knocked out of the Miami

Open on Saturday after an
intense three-set battle with
Anastasia Potapova while Indian
Wells champion Elena Rybakina
earned a hard-fought come-
back win against Spain's Paula
Badosa.

Three-times Miami winner
Victoria Azarenka fell to
Poland's Magda Linette but
third-seed Jessica Pegula
advanced with a 6-1, 7-6 (7/0)
win over fellow American
Danielle Collins.

Potapova showed determi-
nation, stamina and some pow-
erful baseline hitting as she beat
South Florida-based Gauff, the
world number six, 6-7 (8/10), 7-
5, 6-2.

The two hour, 41 minute
match in the early afternoon
heat ebbed and flowed before
Potapova took a firm grip in the
third set.

The win was Potapova's
third career victory against a top
10 opponent and her first against
Gauff after two losses.

"I think I just let it go, and
I started to focus on my tennis
and going for my shots and not

thinking what she is going to
do," Potapova said of her turn-
around performance.

Gauff was disappointed
with a performance where she
failed to find a consistent
rhythm.

Potapova will play Chinese
starlet Zheng Qinwen in the
round of 16 after she beat 12th
seed Liudmila Samsonova 5-7,
7-6 (7/5), 6-3 in 3 hours and 7
minutes.

Rybakina rallied from a set
down to sink Badosa 3-6, 7-5, 6-
3. She extended her winning
streak to 10 matches as she kept
on course to claim the Miami-
Indian Wells "Sunshine Double".

Azarenka fell in three sets to
the lower-ranked Linette 7-6
(7/3), 2-6, 6-4 ending her hopes
of a fourth Miami title.

Linette, who had not won a
set off of Azarenka in their two
prior meetings, converted five of
her eight break points and will
now face Pegula for a place in the
quarter-finals.

Former French Open win-
ner Jelena Ostapenko defeated
13th seed Brazilian Beatriz
Haddad Maia for the fourth time
in as many meetings to reach the
fourth round with a 6-2, 4-6, 6-
3 win.
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Indian weightlifters
Dhanush Loganathan and

Jyoshna Sabar won bronze
medals in their respective
categories on the opening
day of the IWF World Youth
Championships in Durres,
Albania.

Competing in the
women's 40kg event, 14-
year-old Jyoshna had a com-
bined lift of 115kg (53kg in
snatch and 62kg in clean &
jerk) as she came in third on
Saturday night.

Jyoshna won silver in
the snatch section but was
sixth in the clean and jerk
category in the seven-lifter
field.

Dhanush, on the other
hand, heaved a total weight
of 200kg (88kg+112kg) to
finish third behind Filipinos
Prince K. Delos Santos and
Eron Borres in the men's
49kg event.

The 16-year-old won a
silver medal in the snatch
category.

Lifters between the age
of 13-17 are eligible for
youth competitions.
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Morocco stunned Brazil 2-
1 in a friendly interna-

tional on Saturday as the north
African side recorded a first
ever win over the five-time
world champions.

Midfielder Sofiane Boufal,
a former Southampton star, but
now playing with Al Rayyan in
Qatar, gave Morocco the lead
after 29 minutes, scoring with
a powerful turn and drive
from a pass by Bilal El
Khannous.

Brazil skipper Casemiro

levelled in the 67th minute
when his weak shot was fum-
bled by goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou.

But on-loan Sampdoria
midfielder Abdelhamid Sabiri
struck the winner with a vol-
ley in the 79th minute as
Morocco showed that becom-
ing the first Arab or African
nation to reach the World Cup
semi-finals last year was no
fluke.

"I wouldn't say we lacked
understanding, it's about
putting into practice the ideas
of a new coach," said

Manchester United's Casemiro.
"I think we played a good

game and did everything as far
as possible to win."

Only 10 of the 23-man
squad that took Brazil to a dis-
appointing quarter-final exit at
the World Cup made the trip
to Morocco for the game.

The injured Neymar was
again missing with his number
10 shirt passing to Real Madrid
youngster Rodrygo.

Brazil also had a new man-
ager in the dugout with inter-
im coach Ramon Menezes
having replaced Tite who

stepped down after the World
Cup last-eight exit at the hands
of Croatia.

The Brazilian Football
Confederation (CBF) hopes
to be able to announce the
name of its new coach before
the start of qualifying for the
2026 World Cup in September.

According to Brazilian
media, the CBF's first choice is
Carlo Ancelotti, currently in
charge of Real Madrid.

However, he is not expect-
ed to make a decision on his
future before the end of the
European season.
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Spain won 3-0 against a
Norway side missing the

injured Erling Haaland in the
opening round of Euro 2024
qualifiers on Saturday, while
Wales snatched a stoppage-
time equaliser to frustrate
Croatia.

Dani Olmo turned in
Alejandro Balde's driven low
cross on 13 minutes in
Malaga and Joselu scored
twice on his Spain debut to
give new coach Luis de la
Fuente a victory in his first
match in charge.

Three-time European
champions Spain next go to
Scotland, who saw off Cyprus
3-0 in their Group A open-
er after Scott McTominay
scored twice late on as a sub-
stitute at Hampden Park.

Croatia, finalists and
semi-finalists at the past two
World Cups, conceded a last-
gasp equaliser to kick off
Group D as Wales debutant

Nathan Broadhead tapped
home a flick-on from a long
throw.

Turkey came from
behind to defeat Armenia 2-
1 in Yerevan.

Renato Steffen scored a
first-half hat-trick as
Switzerland thrashed Belarus
5-0 in a game played behind
closed doors in Serbia.

Dennis Man and Denis
Alibec were on target as
Romania eased to a 2-0 win
away to 10-man Andorra,
while Israel drew 1-1 at home
to Kosovo.
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India's upcoming shooter Sift
Kaur Samra came up with an

inspired performance to clinch
her second senior medal at the
international level, beating a
tough field to win the 50m rifle
3P bronze on the penultimate
day of the ISSF Rifle/Pistol
World Cup here on Sunday.

On a day when China con-
tinued their domination, with
Zhang Qiongyue winning gold
in the event, Samra, the reign-
ing national champion, scored a
total of 403.9 points in the
ranking round to finish third,
even as Zhang (414.7 points)
and Czech Republic's Aneta
Brabcova (411.3) entered the
title round.

In the gold-medal round,
Zhang defeated her Czech rival
16-8.

India are currently second
on the medals table behind
China with one gold, one silver
and five bronze medals.

China are leading the tally
with seven gold, two silver and
an equal number of bronze.

On Sunday, Samra added to
the bronze medal she had won

last year at the World Cup in
Changwon, China.

All eyes were on world
championships silver medallist
in air rifle Anjum Moudgil in
the preliminary round of the 3P
event. But Samra was in a dif-
ferent zone on Sunday, shoot-
ing superb series in all three
positions to emerge second

best at the end of the qualifica-
tion round with a score of 588.

Samra, 21, who had some
of the best scores in the trials
held in New Delhi ahead of the
World Cup, had three awful
'standing' rounds in the rank-
ing match, which allowed
Zhang and Brabcova to race to
the top.
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Bayern Munich midfielders
Joshua Kimmich and Leon

Goretzka admitted on
Saturday that Julian
Nagelsmann's dismissal as
head coach had come as a
"disappointment" and a
"shock".

"It's always difficult when
a coach goes, and I had a very
close relationship with Julian,"
Goretzka told ZDF broadcast-
er after Germany's 2-0 friend-
ly international win over Peru.

"In the last year, I've prob-
ably seen him more than my
family, so it is a shock," he
added.

Kimmich said that he and
his team-mates were at fault
for the departure of
Nagelsmann, who was sacked
by Bayern on Friday.

"It's always disappointing
when a coach is sacked,
because it means we have not
delivered as players," said
Kimmich.

He added that it had been
strange to prepare for an
international game amid the
noise of Nagelsmann's dis-
missal.

"It's a curious situation,

but that's the football business
at the end of the day. There is
not much heart, not much
love."

Nagelsmann was sacked
on Friday after a 2-1 defeat to
Bayer Leverkusen saw Bayern
slip behind title rivals Borussia
Dortmund last weekend.

His successor Thomas
Tuchel was presented in
Munich on Saturday, with
Bayern bosses expressing opti-
mism that the former Chelsea
and Paris Saint-Germain
coach could turn a turbulent
season around.

Kimmich, though, admit-
ted that he had no relationship
with Tuchel as of yet.

"I don't know him yet," he
told ZDF.

Goretzka, meanwhile,
seemed to question state-
ments by Bayern sporting
director Hasan Salihamidzic
that there had been a split
between Nagelsmann and the
players.

"I'd be stupid to contradict
my boss, but personally, I
had no split with Julian," he
said. "We have to trust our
bosses that they are making
the right decision for the
club," he added.
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Two goals from Niclas
Fuellkrug helped Germany

blow away their World Cup
blues with a 2-0 win in a
friendly against Peru on
Saturday.

Fuellkrug struck twice in
the first half to give Hansi
Flick's side a welcome victory
in their first game since a cat-
astrophic World Cup cam-
paign in Qatar last year which
ended with a group stage exit.

"It was all about getting a
good start to the year today,"
said Fuellkrug.

"After what happened at
the World Cup, it was impor-
tant that we started well in
2023, so I'm happy we managed
to do that," added Germany
goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter
Stegen, who deputised in place
of the injured Manuel Neuer.

With his side automatical-

ly qualifying for Euro 2024 as
hosts, Flick had made clear his
desire to experiment with
younger players in friendlies
against Peru and Belgium.

The Germany coach
named a squad which con-

tained five uncapped players
and left out big-name stars such
as Thomas Mueller, Leroy Sane
and Ilkay Gundogan.

But it was 30-year-old
Bundesliga journeyman
Fuellkrug who made the differ-

ence as Germany eased past a
toothless Peru side.

Germany dominated the
first half and deserved to take
the lead on 12 minutes.

Kai Havertz brought down
a long ball from Nico
Schlotterbeck in the box, allow-
ing an unmarked Fuellkrug to
smash in the opener from close
range.

Debutant Marius Wolf
fizzed a low cross into the box
to set up Fuellkrug for a first-
time, close-range finish to dou-
ble the lead just after the half-
hour mark.

Fuellkrug has now scored
five goals in as many games for
his country, and is well on the
way to establishing himself as
a regular for Germany.

"I'm getting my opportuni-
ties and I'm really happy that
I'm linking up so well with the
others, so let's hope it contin-
ues," he told broadcaster ZDF.
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Contrary to her earlier plans
of buying a Mercedes,

newly-crowned two-time
World Champion Nikhat
Zareen now wants to send her
parents to perform 'Umrah'
with the prize money.

Nikhat won her second
world championship title with
a 5-0 win over Nguyen Thi
Tam of Vietnam here on
Sunday.

With the title she also
received USD 100,000 winner's
cheque and 'Thar' car gifted by
sponsors Mahindra.

She had earlier said she
would buy a Mercedes car
with the prize money.

"I haven't thought about it.
Last time I said I will get a
Mercedes but since I have got
a Thar as a gift so now I'm
thinking of not getting a
Mercedes.

"I want to send my parents

for Umrah because Ramazan is
going on. I will talk to them
about this at home," Nikhat,
who belongs to a Nizamabad-
based Muslim family, told
reporters hours after her bout.

'Umrah' is a minor pil-
grimage to the twin Muslim
holy cities of Mecca and
Medina.

A believer in thinking pos-
itively, Nikhat said she manifest
her two world titles and
Commonwealth Games title.

"Everyone has a success
mantra. I visualise things. I like
to think positive. I have writ-
ten 'champion' and drew a
gold medal on a sticky note and
pasted it on my bed.

"Every day when I wake
up I see that, when I go to sleep
I see that. It motivates me to do
well. I did that for the last world
championships, the CWG and
this time too."

Nikhat has already quali-
fied for the Asian Games,

which is also an Olympic qual-
ifier later this month.

"My next target is Asian
Games which is a qualifier. I
hope to qualify for Paris
Olympics."

Lovlina breaks bronze
medal jinx

As the referee raised
Lovlina Borgohain's hand, the
Olympic medallist Assam
boxer let out a scream, pent-up
emotions finally getting the
better of her.

She finally won her maid-
en World Championships gold
after two bronze medals, in her
fourth attempt.

After her semifinal win
over China's Li Qian, Lovlina
had broken her 'bronze medal
jinx'. And what better shade of
the medal than gold to change
the bronze to.

The 25-year-old has won
three bronze medals at mar-
quee events, including two at

the World Championships and
one at the Tokyo Olympics.

"I am happy to win the
gold and make India proud," a
relieved Lovlina said after her
final bout.

"I had two bronze in
Worlds and one in the
Olympics. Worked really hard
to change the colour. I am
ecstatic to have changed the
colour," she said.

"Ups and downs are part of
life, but I took these as oppor-
tunities and worked hard and
I have gold today."

It was also a redemption of
sorts after a string of under-
whelming performances after
the Olympic medal.

Lovlina has had a roller
coaster of a year and a half. The
Assam boxer, who prefers to
keep a low profile, was pushed
to the spotlight ever since she
won the bronze at the Tokyo
Olympics in 2021.

She had afterwards admit-

ted that she lost focus due the
endless felicitations and other
commitments outside the box-
ing ring, which affected her
performance. She made an
early exit from the last edition
of championships in 2022.

Lovlina was at the centre of
controversy at the 2022
Commonwealth Games as she
alleged that her preparations
were getting affected due to the
"continuous harassment" of
her coaches.

Her personal coach
Sandhya Gurung, whom she
credits for pulling her out of a
difficult mental situation before
the Tokyo Olympics, was not
allowed to enter the Games
Village since she did not have
an accreditation.

In the end, Gurung was
given an accreditation and also
allotted a room in the Games
Village. But the result was the
same as the World
Championship -- an early exit.
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Alate flourish from
England all-rounder Nat
Sciver-Brunt (60 not out)

helped Mumbai Indians beat
Delhi Capitals by seven wickets
in a low-scoring summit clash
to become champions of the
inaugural Women's Premier
League here on Sunday.

In front of a partisan crowd
that filled the Brabourne
Stadium here to the brim,
Mumbai Indians chased down
the target of 131 with three balls
to spare to lift the trophy.

Opting to bat first, Delhi
Capitals suffered a collapse to be
reduced to 79 for 9 in 16 overs
but posted a respectable total of
131 for 9, thanks to a 52-run
partnership for the unbroken
10th wicket between Shikha
Pandey (27 not out) and Radha
Yadav (27 not out).

It was not an easy run
chase for MI but they eventual-
ly crossed the line, reaching 134
for 3 in 19.3 overs, with Sciver-
Brunt and captain Harmanpreet
(37) playing crucial roles.

Sciver-Brunt (60 not out
from 55 balls, 7x4), also the
Player of the Final, struck her
third fifty and finished second
behind DC captain Meg
Lanning (345) in run-scorers'
chart in the WPL with 332 runs.

Harmanpreet (37 from 39
balls, 5x4s) and Sciver-Brunt
joined forces when MI were pre-
cariously placed at 23 for 2 in

the fourth over, and combined
their batting prowess to soak the
pressure and add 72 runs for the
third wicket.

MI needed 45 runs from
the last five overs though they
had eight wickets in hand then.
Sciver-Brunt was 28 off 38 balls
at that stage but she struck a
flurry of boundaries to help her
side cross the line.

In the process, Mumbai
Indians recorded their second
win over Delhi in three meet-
ings this season, with their
bowlers producing a stunning
show in the first half.

MI made a shaky start,
with Yastika Bhatia (4) hitting
straight to deep midwicket for
the fourth wicket of the final on
a full toss, off Radha Yadav. Jess
Jonassen dealt the second blow
to Mumbai with Hayley
Matthews (13 of 12 balls, 3x4s)
chipping one straight to short
midwicket.

Earlier, Shikha Pandey and
Radha Yadav fought back with
a counter-attacking 52-run
unbeaten stand for the 10th
wicket, lifting Delhi to 131 for
9.

Delhi Capitals were off to a
rocky start, collapsing from 74
for 3 in the 11th over to 79 for
9 after 16, thanks to devastating
show from overseas bowlers
Hayley Matthews (4-2-5-3),
Isabelle Wong (4-0-42-3) and
Amelia Kerr (4-0-18-2).

However, the 52-run stand
between Shikha (27 not out

from 17 balls) and Radha Yadav
(27 not out from 12 balls) took
them across the 100-mark and
gave them a fighting chance.

Shikha hit three fours and
one six in her knock, Radha
smashed two boundaries and as

many maximums.
Earlier, Matthews, Wong

and Kerr had shared a total eight
wickets between them to put
Mumbai in a strong position.

While the Caribbean all-
rounder Matthews took her

wickets tally to 16 - highest in
the tournament alongside UP
Warriorz' Sophie Ecclestone -
Wong and Kerr also finished at
15 wickets each.

Saika Ishaque failed to get
any breakthrough and ended up

with an impressive 15 wickets
too.

The final was off to a dra-
matic start with MI claiming the
first three wickets off full-toss-
es from Wong.

The first two decisions were

ruled against the batters by the
third umpire.

Shafali Verma (11 off 4
balls, 1x4s, 1x6s) began with a
six over long-on and a four on
the next ball in the second over
from Wong, sliced over back-
ward point to beat the third
man.

However, the Delhi dasher
was caught at point by Kerr off
a full toss from the English
bowler which was waist high.

Wong dealt another blow to
the Delhi Capitals, again off a
surprise full toss with Alice
Capsey (0) failing to control her
shot. The catch was completed
by a stunning diving effort
from Amanjot Kaur at extra
cover, and left Delhi reeling at
12 for 2 in 1.5 overs.

Jemimah Rodrigues (9 off 8
balls, 2x4s) began with a superb
cover drive off the first delivery
she faced off Wong and brought
out another drive against Sciver-
Brunt in the third over. But
before that, Lanning smacked
two fours on the first two balls
to shrug off some pressure.

But Delhi sunk further
when a low full toss swinging
away from the off stump from
Wong, who changed the bowl-
ing ends, had Jemimah playing
it straight to Hayley Matthews
at point.

DC, who were 38 for 3 at
the end of the powerplay, were
steadied by Lanning and Kapp.
At the halfway mark the
Capitals were relatively safe at 68

for 3, but the worst was yet to
come.

From 74 for 3 in the 11th
over, Delhi Capitals collapsed to
77 for 7 after 14 overs with some
poor batting and communica-
tion in the middle.

Kapp (18 off 21 balls, 2x4s),
who hit her first four on the
17th ball she faced, was
removed by Kerr in the 11th
over with Yastika Bhatia grab-
bing the catch.

The South African all-
rounder added 38 runs for the
fourth wicket in 37 balls.

Mumbai Indians, however,
made the biggest breakthrough
in the 12th over when Delhi's
captain and mainstay Lanning
was run-out for 35.

Lanning's hesitation to run
after Jess Jonassen (2) hurdled
a delivery off towards Amanjot
at cover cost her dearly, with
Bhatia breaking the stumps.

Kerr claimed her second
wicket by getting rid of
Arundhati Reddy (0), and after
Matthews spilled a return catch
off Jonassen's bat in the 14th
over, she grabbed a similar
chance.

Matthews returned to cap
off her best spell in the WPL,
getting Minnu Mani (2)
stumped to take her 15th wick-
et in the competition, and added
one more when she got one to
sneak between Taniya Bhatia's
(0) bat and pads for her third
wicket in the game to leave DC
tottering at 79/9.
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Swashbuckling West Indian
batter Chris Gayle praised

Indian batting maestro Virat
Kohli for his work ethic and
passion, and recalled the
intense competition between
the two during their heyday at
Royal Challengers Bangalore.

Both Gayle and Kohli spent
several seasons together at the
IPL, dominating the rival
bowlers and entertaining the
crowd at their home base,
Chinnaswamy Stadium, with as
many as 10 century partner-
ships.

"Batting with Virat was
just fantastic. I like the passion
he has for the game. I like his
passion and his work ethic, it's
fantastic. You have to give him
credit for that and he wants to
show it with his performances,"
Gayle said.

"Sharing a dressing room
with Virat and the other guys,
once I am there, I am always
jovial and having a lot of fun,
dancing and everything like
that," said Gayle.

"I'd show them a few
moves and realise Virat's got
the skills. He can move, you
know. But if it's an Indian
dance, Chris Gayle will win. If

it's a Caribbean dance, Chris
Gayle will win!"

Their relationship was
strong but the pair could also
be competitive with each other.
Gayle narrated a story about
Kohli's reaction to the former
earning the Orange Cap from
him during a season.

"One thing I remember,
just to go back a bit, I remem-
ber Virat was the Orange Cap
holder one particular season. I
was getting runs but he was
more of the guy at the time
scoring a lot of runs.

"Then, bam bam, two or
three games, whatever the case
may be, I became the Orange
Cap holder. He was like, 'man
this guy just came in, bang
bang bang, and became the
Orange Cap holder?' It was just
a funny thing that I'll always
remember," Gayle said.

For years, Kohli and Gayle
toyed with the opposition
bowling attacks, sending the
Chinnaswamy Stadium into a
frenzy.

However, Gayle added that
it was not only fours and sixes
that did the trick for them. He
insisted they paid a lot of
attention to running between
wickets and that yielded rich
dividends.
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India cricketer Shikhar
Dhawan has said he would

pick Shubman Gill over himself
in the national side, given the
young cricketer's form with the
bat of late.

Gill has been in sublime
form in all three formats this
season, with the 23-year-old
virtually securing his place in
the side for the ODI World Cup
in India later this year, even as
Dhawan finds himself out of
favour due to a dip in form.

The young cricketer's form
has seen him score centuries in
all three formats this year,
including an ODI double ton
against New Zealand and a
century against Australia in the
drawn fourth Test at

Ahmedabad.
Dhawan, a veteran of 167

ODI, who would still be eyeing
a place in the India side for the
ODI World Cup at home, said
had he been the selector, he
would pick Gill over himself
based on current form.

"I feel the way Shubman is
(playing). Like he was playing
two formats and performing
well in Tests and T20s. He was
playing more matches in the
international circuit and I was-
n't... If I were the selector then
definitely would have give the
chance to Shubman. Would
have selected Shubman over
Shikhar," Dhawan told Aaj Tak.

Dhawan added that while
skipper Rohit Sharma and
coach Rahul Dravid had earli-
er backed him and told him to

focus on the ODI World Cup,
a dip in form, coupled with
Gill's ascendency, has seen him
lose his place in the side.

"When Rohit took over
the captaincy, he along with
Rahul Dravid backed me
enough. They told me they
wanted me to focus on my
cricket and that my vision
should be the next World Cup.

"2022 was very good for
me, I was consistent in ODIs.
But there is this young guy who
has been doing well in two for-
mats, and when my form
dipped in a series or two then
they gave a chance to Shubman
and he has lived up to their
expectation.

"We are used to such situ-
ation. When Ishan Kishan
slammed a double century

against Bangladesh, then, for a
moment, I thought I could be
out of the team," said Dhawan.

Dhawan, who last played
a 50-over game in December
last year, said that if the team
management takes a call on a
particular player's spot in the
side, a lot of thought goes into
it, adding that there was noth-
ing new in him being
dropped.

"This is not something
new in cricket. Or this hap-
pened just with me, plenty
others have met with same
fate. There are times when you
play well throughout the year
and then your form drops for
one month or two, sometimes
that becomes bigger than your
performance throughout the
year.
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Royal Challengers
Bangalore's top-order bat-

ter Rajat Patidar could miss
the first half of the upcoming
Indian Premier League (IPL)
owing to a heel injury.

According to a report in
ESPNcricinfo, the 29-year-
old Patidar, who was one of
the top performers for RCB
last season, is currently under-
going rehab at the National
Cricket Academy (NCA) in
Bengaluru. 

There are also "serious
doubts" over Australian
pacer Josh Hazlewood's par-
ticipation in the tournament
as he continues to recover
from Achilles tendonitis,
adding to the Faf du Plessis-
led team's woes ahead of the
league starting in less than a
week's time. The 32-year-
old Hazlewood was signed for
Rs 7.75 crore in the mega-auc-
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South Africa scripted a record
run-chase in T20Is after they

chased down 259 runs against
West Indies in the 2nd T20I to
level the series 1-1 at SuperSport
Park, here on Sunday.

Johnson Charles had
brought fireworks for the West
Indies by striking a 39-ball
century in the first innings.
But Quinton De Kock
smashed his maiden T20I
century in the chase for South
Africa in a blistering 152-run
opening partnership in little
more than 10 overs to set the
base for South Africa complet-
ing the highest ever success-
ful run chase in T20Is with
seven balls to spare.

Racking up 102 in the
first six overs in the run-
chase, the highest score by any
team in the Powerplay in
T20Is, de Kock and Reeza
Hendricks kickstarted South
Africa's innings in style.

The opening stand of 152
came off just 10.5 overs as
South Africa suddenly turned
into favourites to win the
game. De Kock then fell for
100 off 44 balls, hitting nine

fours and eight sixes at a
strike-rate of 227.27.

While the visitors made a
comeback of sorts by dis-
missing Rilee Rossouw,
Hendricks and David Miller in

fairly quick succession, skip-
per Aiden Markram contin-
ued the carnage to lead his
side to a memorable win,
remaining unbeaten on 38 off
just 21 balls as a whopping 517
runs were aggregated from the
match.

With this, South Africa
now hold the record for the
highest successful run-chase
in both ODIs and T20Is.

The previous record for
the highest successful run-
chase in T20Is was held by
Bulgaria against Serbia in
2022, when the former chased
down 243 in 19.4 overs.

Earlier, Charles broke the
record of Chris Gayle when he
slammed the fastest T20I hun-
dred by a West Indies batter in
men's T20Is in the first
innings. Coming in early,
Charles hit 10 fours and 11
sixes in his innings at a strike-
rate of 256.52. He was eventu-
ally cleaned up at 118 by a
Marco Jansen yorker.
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tion last year.
As far as Patidar is concerned,

the report stated that the player has
been "advised rest for the next three
weeks before an MRI scan will
determine his participation in the
second half of the competition".


