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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s allegation that

“Indian democracy is under
attack and several politicians,
including himself, are under
Pegasus surveillance” has
drawn sharp reactions from the
BJP, which accused the 52-year-
old former Congress chief of
maligning the country’s image
on foreign soil after facing
successive electoral setbacks.

“I, myself, had Pegasus on
my phone. A large number of
politicians have Pegasus on
their phones. I’ve been called
by intelligence officers who
say please be careful what you
say on the phone because we
are sort of recording this stuff.
So, this is a constant pressure
that we feel,” claimed Rahul
during a lecture on “Learning
to Listen in the 21st Century”
at the Cambridge Judge
Business School, a video
recording of which was posted
on Twitter by Congress leader
Sam Pitroda, ex-adviser to for-
mer Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh.

An array of BJP leaders on
Friday launched a broadside
against Rahul, alleging the
Congress leader is “halluci-
nating” and makes such claims
as he wants to create headlines
wherever he goes. “We can

understand his hatred towards
the Prime Minister, but the
conspiracy to malign the coun-
try on foreign soil with the help
of foreign friends raises ques-
tions on the agenda of the
Congress,” said Union
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur.

Rahul listed five key
aspects of the alleged attack on
Indian democracy — Capture
and control of media and judi-
ciary; surveillance and intim-
idation; coercion by federal
law enforcement agencies;
attacks on minorities, Dalits
and tribals; and shutting down
of dissent. “Everybody knows

and it’s in the news a lot that
Indian democracy is under
pressure and under
attack…The institutional
framework which is required
for a democracy: Parliament, a
free press, the judiciary and just
the idea of mobilisation, these
are all getting constrained. We
are facing an attack on the basic
structure of Indian democracy,”
Rahul said, adding, what has
prevented Rahul and other
Congress leaders from sub-
mitting their phones to a
Supreme Court-appointed
technical committee that
probed the Pegasus snooping
issue.

He said the Congress
leader was aware of the elec-
toral rout the Congress was fac-
ing in the Assembly elections
and had resorted to levelling
allegations from foreign soil.

“Today, the kind of respect
that Modi ji has in the entire
world and the recognition that
India has gained under the
leadership of Modiji … If no
one, Rahul Gandhi should have
at least listened to Italy’s Prime
Minister and its leaders,’ he
added. BJP’s IT cell head Amit
Malviya wondered as to who
were the advisers of Rahul to
give him such an “anti-India”
mouth.
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With India’s rising stature in
the world and its eco-

nomic growth, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on Friday
used cricketing terms to
explain the phenomenon and
said here, “I’d call it rebalanc-
ing. It is history switch hitting.”

Using cricket analogy
freely, he also said at a session
in the ongoing Raisina
Dialogue, a multilateral con-
ference, with “Captain [PM]
Modi. the net practice starts 6
in the morning and goes on till
fairly late... He expects you to
take that wicket if he gives you
the chance to do it.”

The conference was also
attended by former British
prime minister Tony Blair and
former England cricket icon
Kevin Pietersen. 

Incidentally, he introduced
switch hit to tackle bowlers.
The ex-cricketer also called

on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah.

Asked if India is a bigger
economy than Britain and
dominating cricket, the
Minister said, “I’d call it rebal-
ancing. It’s history switch hit-
ting... India (is) in (a) very

unusual position, once more
decisively upwardly mobile
which lot of other civilisation-
al states aren’t in position to do.”

During the dialogue,
Jaishankar was also asked about
the rising interest among peo-
ple on global issues. 

Continued on Page 2
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In a fresh initiative towards
“atmanirbharta”, the Centre is

mulling to have its own system
of measurement for the major
apparel industry against the
present format being used on
readymade clothing based on
the UK and US standards. 

To be christened as
INDIAsize, several rounds of
brainstorming sessions have
taken place among the presti-
gious National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT),
the Textile Ministry and stake-
holders of the apparel 
industry.

Official sources said this is
an idea towards self-reliance
gaining momentum ever since
the Make in India and Local for
Vocal calls were given by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The concept of having our
own measurement system is
similar to the one incorporat-
ed in the auto sector that has
coined the Bharat Stage norms

for pollution categories against
the Euro norms which were fol-
lowed earlier.

“Imagine your favorite
Indian apparel brand features
INDIASize,” Minister of State
for Textiles Darshana Jardosh
told The Pioneer. This is being
made possible because of the
visionary leadership of the
Prime Minister, he added.

The idea of shedding the
colonial mindset has already

started and we are moving
towards being a great manu-
facturing hub in all sectors and
hence all the parameters relat-
ed to the product should be our
own, Jardosh said.

Sources said several brain-
storming sessions have been
held that includes correlating
the measurement system of
the country’s ancient times
and researchers are digging
up the scriptures of Vedic times

as well.
A top official said the

Textile Ministry has also
advised NIFT to take sugges-
tions from the National
Institute of Design (NID) on
INDIAsize initiative and col-
lectively devise apparel size
charts best suited to Indians.

In the present format, the
apparel industry has alphabet-
ical measurements like “S” for
small, “L” large or “M” medium
and numerical ones like
10/20/40 cm. These are all
based on the US and UK mea-
surement descriptions.

“We want to have our own
measurement benchmark for
our own apparel industry.
While we have been exporting
clothes to the US and European
countries for decades, we are
yet to figure out how to create
India’s measurement bench-
mark and the effort has begun,”
added the official.

“At this point I can only say
that we are inclined more
towards using the Devanagiri
script in the system,” he said.
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With China flexing its mus-
cles in the Indo-Pacific

region, the Foreign Ministers of
the Quad combine here on
Friday reiterated the grouping’s
resolve for a free and open
Indo-Pacific. 

After External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, his Japanese counter-
part Yoshimasa Hayashi and
Australia’s Penny Wong met, it
was announced that a Quad
working group on counter-
terrorism would be established
to explore measures to counter
new and emerging forms of ter-
rorism, radicalisation and vio-
lent extremism.

The Quad Foreign
Ministers also “unequivocally”
condemned terrorism and vio-
lent extremism in all its forms
and denounced the use of ter-
rorist proxies and financial or
military support to terrorist
organisations which could be
used to launch or plan terror-
ist attacks, including transna-
tional and cross-border strikes.

They reiterated their con-
demnation of terrorist attacks,
including 26/11 Mumbai

strikes, which claimed lives of
citizens from all Quad coun-
tries, and Pathankot attacks.

“We are pleased to
announce the establishment
of the Quad working group on
counter-terrorism, which will
explore cooperation among
the Quad, and with Indo-
Pacific partners, to counter
new and emerging forms of ter-
rorism, radicalisation to vio-
lence and violent extremism,”
they said in the statement.

The Quad also underlined
the need for abiding with prin-
ciples of rule of law and terri-
torial integrity in an apparent
reference to the ongoing
Ukraine conflict.

“We strongly support the

principles of freedom, rule of
law, sovereignty and territori-
al integrity, peaceful settle-
ment of disputes without
resorting to threat or use of
force and freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight, and oppose
any unilateral attempt to
change the status quo, all of
which are essential to the peace,
stability and prosperity of the
Indo-Pacific region and
beyond,” the statement said.

The Quad alliance com-
prising India, Australia, United
States and Japan denounced the
threat of the use of nuclear
weapons in the context of the
Russia-Ukraine war as “inad-
missible”.

Continued on Page 2
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China on Friday renewed its
criticism of the Quad

grouping, saying state-to-state
cooperation should be consis-
tent with the trend of peace and
development, rather than
putting up “exclusionary blocs.” 

Responding to the Quad
statement at a media briefing
here, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said,
“We believe that state-to-state
cooperation needs to be con-
sistent with the trend of peace
and development, rather than
be about putting up exclu-
sionary blocs.”  We hope certain
countries can do more things
that contribute to security and
mutual trust between regional
countries and that help to
maintain regional peace and
stability, Mao said, reaffirming
Beijing’s oft-repeated opposi-
tion to the Quad that it is an
exclusive bloc aimed at con-
taining China’s rise.

In November 2017, India,
Japan, the US, and Australia
gave shape to the long-pending
proposal of setting up the
Quad to develop a new strate-
gy to keep the critical sea
routes in the Indo-Pacific free
of any influence.

Continued on Page 2
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The United Nations (UN)
has defended India on the

issue of the inability of the G-
20 Foreign Ministers’ conclave
in New Delhi to come out with
a joint communiqué on the
Ukraine conflict. The UN said
it is not a reflection on India’s
efforts as host but of the “divi-
sions” seen among countries in
the international fora.

India as president of the 
G-20 hosted the Foreign
Ministers meeting on Thursday
in New Delhi, attended by US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov, and

Chinese Foreign Minister Qin
Gang among counterparts
from other G20 nations.

The meeting failed to come
out with a joint communique
due to a sharp rift between the
West and Russia over the
Ukraine war despite efforts by
India to bridge the differences.

The failure of the G20
Foreign Ministers’ meeting to
come out with a joint commu-
nique over the Ukraine conflict
is not a reflection on India’s
efforts as host but of the ‘divi-
sions’ seen among countries in
the international fora, a
spokesperson for UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has said. Blinken told
a news conference in New

Delhi that Russia and China
were the two countries that did
not support a joint commu-
nique at the meeting.

‘Well, we are not a party to
the meeting. I think this is
obviously in no way a reflection
on the host, and on the efforts
of India as the host of the G20.
Since we’re not at the table, it
is not for us to blame and to
analyse where the issue may be.
It is yet however another reflec-
tion of the divisions we see in
a number of international fora,’
Stephane Dujarric, Spokesman
for the Secretary-General, said
at the daily Press briefing late
Thursday.

Dujarric was responding to
a question on the conclusion of
the G20 Foreign Ministers’
meeting without a joint com-
munique and Washington
putting the blame for this on
Moscow and Beijing.

On the sidelines of the
G20 meeting, Blinken and

Lavrov spoke briefly face to
face-for the first time since the
Russian invasion of Ukraine a
year ago.

‘I told the Russian Foreign
Minister that no matter what
else is happening in the world
and our relationship, the US
will always be ready to engage
and act on strategic arms con-
trol just as the US and the
Soviet Union did at the height
of the Cold War,’ Blinken said.

In response to a question
on how the Secretary-General
sees the Blinken-Lavrov meet-
ing, Dujarric said, “On one
hand we didn’t see an agree-
ment, joint agreement or joint
statement, on the other hand,
any opportunity for direct dia-
logue between the Russian
Federation and the US is to be
welcomed. But I have no more
insight into what was said. But
we always believe direct dis-
cussions and face-to-face dis-
cussions are best.”
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Aday after the G-20 Foreign
Ministers here were unable

to evolve a consensus on a joint
communiqué on the Ukraine
conflict, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov on
Friday criticised western
nations and charged them with
raking up the Ukraine issue
during G20 meetings.  

He also claimed that
nobody “gave a damn” over the
situation in Iraq, Afghanistan
and Yugoslavia in 
previous deliberations of the
grouping.

Making his country’s posi-
tion clear at the ongoing
Raisina Dialogue here, he also
wondered why everyone was
asking Russia whether it was
ready to negotiate to end the
war when Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky had
signed a decree making nego-
tiations with Moscow under
President Vladimir Putin a
“criminal offence”.

Detailed Report on P4
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said ‘out-of-

the-box thinking’ and ‘long-
term vision’ can take tourism to
new heights, and added that
villages in far-flung areas of
India have now come up on the
map of tourism.

Addressing a post-budget
webinar on ‘Developing
Tourism in Mission Mode’, he
also pitched for devolving
applications which will have
information in multiple lan-
guages of India and those list-
ed in the United Nations
besides multilingual signage
at tourist sites.

The PM said the India of
today is moving forward with
a ‘new work culture’.

He expressed delight at
the appreciation shown
towards this year’s budget by
the people of India, and said
had it been an old world cul-

ture, no one would have
thought of such post-budget
webinars. ‘But, our govern-
ment before and after the bud-
get, involves all stakeholders
and tries to work with them,’
Modi said, adding that impor-
tant suggestions have come
from these webinars.

Continued on Page 2
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Bollywood star Deepika
Padukone will presenting

an award at the upcoming
Oscars 2023, where India is
nominated in three categories
— Original Song,
Documentary Feature and
Documentary Short.

Deepika shared the news
on her social media handle on
Thursday night. 

She will be joining the
likes of Emily Blunt, Samuel L
Jackson, Glenn Close, Dwayne
Johnson, Michael B Jordan,
Janelle Monae, Zoe Saldana,
Jennifer Connelly, Riz Ahmed
and Melissa McCarthy among
others.

The 95th Academy Awards
will be held on March 12 at Los
Angeles’ Dolly Theatre. This
year is significant for India at
the Oscars as ‘Naatu Naatu’, the
hit dance track from SS
Rajamouli’s blockbuster ‘RRR’,
is the frontrunner in the
Original Song category. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Government is working
on a Digital India Act to

incorporate new rules for stop-
ping internet-aided circulation
of illegal, criminal and child
sexual abuse material, Union
Minister Rajeev
Chandrashekhar said on
Friday.

Addressing a conference
on ‘Child Sexual Abuse
Material (CSAM)’, hosted by
the National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) at the
Vigyan Bhawan here, the
Minister of State for Electronics
and Information Technology,
said this will make internet ser-
vice providers (ISPs) and other
intermediaries more account-
able for hosting offensive con-
tent.

He said the existing
Information Technology Act

does not address the chal-
lenges of the present times. 

“Hence, the Government
formed the IT Rules, 2021, and
amended it in 2022 to make
intermediaries liable, and it is
also proposing to bring a dig-
ital technology law,”
Chandrashekhar said. 

The Minister said the gov-
ernment is committed to

encouraging the use of internet
by people as a tool for their
empowerment but it also wants
it to be safe and trusted. It is
obligatory on the part of inter-
mediaries being the service
providers to remove illegal and
criminal content, he said.

The government is work-
ing on a Digital India Act
incorporating new rules for

stopping internet-aided circu-
lation of illegal, criminal and
child sexual abuse material, and
also cover online gaming,
Chandrashekhar said. He said
the weight of the lobby for free
expression and privacy cannot
be a cow for criminality. 

“Even if a person is anony-
mous, the intermediaries have
to disclose the originator of
such content. The internet
which was seen as a tool for the
empowerment of the people
morphed into an ecosystem
that thrives on criminality and
illegality, which is an all-time
high now,” Chandrashekhar
said. 

However, he also said
CSAM is a consequence of
something happening outside
the internet, which needs to be
addressed under separate pro-
visions of the law.
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The Assam and the Uttar
Pradesh governments on

Friday opposed in the Supreme
Court a plea of Congress leader
Pawan Khera seeking club-
bing of FIRs lodged for his
alleged objectionable remarks
against the Prime Minister,
claiming his party was still
continuing with the “very same
low level” on their social media
accounts.

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment sought dismissal of
the plea with a cost by terming
it as “misconceived” and “an
attempt to leapfrogging the
routine normal procedure
available under the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC)”.

“That it is submitted that
the leaders of the political
party (Congress) to which the
petitioner (Khera) belongs
have, even after this hon’ble
court taking cognizance of the
matter, continued the very
same low level in their official

Twitter handles and other
social media account,” the
Assam government said.

The responses were filed in
the top court by the two states
through Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta on the day when
a bench headed by Chief Justice
D Y Chandrachud extended till
March 17 the interim bail
granted to Khera in the cases
related to his alleged objec-

tionable remarks against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Opposing the prayer for
transfer and clubbing of the
FIR, registered at Haflong
police station in Dima Hasao
district, with the complaint
lodged at Lucknow, the Assam
government filed its reply
through Assistant Resident
Commissioner Dhrubajyoti
Nath.
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From Page 1
This message was con-

veyed in a joint statement
issued after the Foreign
Ministers of the Quad combine
reviewed the situation in the
strategically important Indo-
Pacific and the adverse impact
of the Russian military action

in Ukraine.  Australia will host
the summit of the Quad heads
of states later this year.

The meet held on the side-
lines of the G-20 Foreign
Ministers’ conclave was hosted
by External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar.  His Quad coun-
terparts Antony Blinken (US),

Penny Wong (Australia) and
Yoshimasa Hayashi (Japan)
participated in the breakfast
meet here.  Incidentally, the
joint statement refrained from
naming China.

‘We strongly support the
principles of freedom, rule of
law, sovereignty and territori-

al integrity, peaceful settle-
ment of disputes without
resorting to threat or use of
force and freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight, and oppose
any unilateral attempt to
change the status quo, all of
which are essential to the peace,
stability and prosperity of the
Indo-Pacific region and
beyond,’ it said.

The Foreign Ministers said
the Quad is acting as a force for
regional and global good, and
it will be guided by the prior-
ities of the Indo-Pacific region
through its positive and con-
structive agenda.

The statement said through
the Quad, the countries seek to
support the region through
practical cooperation on con-
temporary challenges such as
health security, climate change
and the clean energy transition,
critical and emerging tech-
nologies, infrastructure and
connectivity.

It also talked about

addressing the debt crisis
through sustainable, transpar-
ent and fair lending and financ-
ing practices. ‘We concur that
the rules-based international
order is anchored in interna-
tional law, including the UN
Charter, and the principles of
sovereignty, political indepen-
dence, and territorial integrity
of all states,’ it said.

‘We are committed to
cooperate to address attempts
to unilaterally subvert the UN
and international system, in
consultation with our partners
and through multilateral and
international platforms,’ it
added. The Ministers also said,
‘We continued to discuss our
responses to the conflict in
Ukraine and the immense
human suffering it is causing,
and concurred that the use or
threat of use of nuclear
weapons is inadmissible.

‘We underscored the need
for a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in Ukraine in

accordance with international
law, including the UN Charter.
We emphasised that the rules-
based international order must
respect sovereignty, territorial
integrity, transparency and
peaceful resolution of disputes.’

Later, Blinken said at the
Raisina Dialogue here that ‘if
we allow with impunity Russia
to do what it’s doing in
Ukraine, then that’s a message
to would be aggressors every-
where that they may be able to
get away with it too’.

‘The principles that under-
lie the entire international sys-
tem that are necessary for try-
ing to keep peace, the stability
that grew out of two world wars
are being challenged, being
aggressed along with Ukraine,’
he said.

‘And part of the reason that
countries way beyond Europe
are also so focused on this and
are working to support Ukraine
and deal with the challenge is
because they know it could

have an effect here,’ he said.
Expressing concern over

terrorists exploiting technolo-
gy for their ulterior motives, the
statement ‘We welcome the
focused discussions on these
themes at the Quad Counter-
Terrorism Policy Meeting and
tabletop exercise hosted by
Australia in October 2022.’

Following the meeting, the
four Ministers attended a ses-
sion at the Raisina Dialogue
here and spoke largely about
the convergence of interests of
the Quad member nations.

‘For us the future is so
much in the Indo-Pacific. Our
engagement throughout the
region, both through the Quad
and in other ways, is as com-
prehensive and as deep as any
time I can remember,’ Blinken
said.

While Blinken and Wong
were in India to attend the G20
Foreign Ministers’ meeting,
Hayashi came to Delhi to par-
ticipate in the Quad meeting.

From Page 1
US President Joe Biden

hosted the first-ever summit of
the Quad leaders in the virtual
format in March 2021 that
vowed to strive for an Indo-
Pacific region that is free, open,
inclusive, anchored by democ-
ratic values, and unconstrained
by coercion, sending a subtle
message to China.

Beijing claims almost all of
the 1.3 million square miles of
the South China Sea as its sov-
ereign territory. China has been
building military bases on arti-
ficial islands in the region also
claimed by Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Taiwan, and
Vietnam.

On China’s reluctance,
along with Russia, to endorse a
joint statement on the Ukraine
war at the G20 Foreign
Ministers meeting in New Delhi
on Thursday, spokesperson
Mao said G20 is a premier
forum for international eco-
nomic cooperation.

The G20 Foreign Ministers’
meeting in New Delhi was
unable to come out with a joint
communique due to a bitterly

increasing rift between the US-
led Western powers and Russia
over the Ukraine conflict despite
consistent efforts by host India
to bridge the differences.

‘The G20 is the premier
forum for international eco-
nomic cooperation. Leaders of
member states made it clear in
the G20 Bali Leaders’
Declaration last year that the
G20 is not the forum to resolve
security issues,’ Mao said.

China believes that the G20
should work to follow through
on the leaders’ consensus, focus
on its mandate and main func-
tion, and contribute to pro-
moting stable, inclusive and
sustainable economic recovery,
she added.

‘We also noted that G20
members have varying views on
the Ukraine issue. We hope that
G20 members will respect each
other’s concerns and send a
message of solidarity and coop-
eration instead of division and
mutual recrimination,’ she
added.

‘China hopes that the G20
will demonstrate its sense of
responsibility and contribute
to global development and pros-
perity,’ she added.

From Page 1
The PM elaborated on how

this year’s Union Budget would
help the tourism sector and cre-
ate many economic opportu-
nities for the youth. ‘This webi-
nar today is for transformation
of the tourism sector, and
when all stakeholders come
together, we reach desired
results and within stipulated
time frame,’ he said.

An ‘out-of-the-box’ think-
ing and long-term vision can
take tourism to new heights,
Modi said. ‘To give new heights
to tourism in India, we will
have to think out of the box and
work with long-term plan-
ning,’ he said.

He also emphasised that
rejuvenation of religious sites
has boosted tourism. Citing an
example of Kashi Vishwanath
Dham in Varanasi, he said
around 70-80 lakh people used
to visit the temple in a year
before it was rebuilt, but the
tourist footfall crossed 7 crore
last year after the renovation.
He also informed that 15 lakh

devotees have gone to see Baba
Kedarnath compared to only 4-
5 lakh before the completion of
reconstruction work in
Kedarghati.

‘Some people think that
tourism is a fancy word, for
high-income groups, but in
India, it has a long socio-cul-
tural context,’ Modi said, citing
various yatras undertaken by
the masses over the centuries.
Tourism is a very old concept
and yatras have been happen-
ing, and people used to under-
take yatras despite challenges.

He gave the example of
Char Dham Yatra, Dwadash
Jyotirl ing Yatra,  51
Shaktipeeth Yatra and said it
is used to connect the places
of our faith while also
strengthening the unity of
the country. Observing that
the entire economy of many
big cities of the country was
dependent on these yatras, the
PM lamented the lack of
development to enhance facil-
ities suited to the times despite
the age-old tradition of yatras.

From Page 1
Shaunak Sen’s ‘All That

Breathes’ is nominated for
Documetary Feature award,
while Guneet Monga-backed
‘Elephant Whisperers’ is com-
peting in the Documentary
Short category. Deepika has
previously represented India as
a jury at the 75th-anniversary
celebration of the Cannes Film
Festival 2022. She also unveiled
the FIFA World Cup trophy in
Lusail Stadium on December
18 before the final between
Argentina and France.

The actor is riding high on
the success of her film ‘Pathaan’,
co-starring Shah Rukh Khan.
She is currently filming for sci-
fi movie, tentatively titled
‘Project K’, which also features
Prabhas and Amitabh
Bachchan. 
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AAP leader and former
Deputy Chief Minister

Manish Sisodia on Friday
applied for regular bail before
Delhi’s Rouse Avenue Court
after his arrest this week over
alleged irregularities in the
capital’s liquor excise policy.
Sisodia — who has resigned
from the Delhi cabinet and as
deputy chief minister —
moved the lower court after
the Supreme Court refused to
intervene, pointing out he
had sufficient legal remedies
to pursue before approaching
the highest court in the land. 

The application is likely to
come up for hearing before
Special Judge M K Nagpal on
Saturday, Sisodia’s advocate

Rishikesh said. Sisodia, who
was sent to CBI custody on
Monday, is scheduled to be
produced before the court
tomorrow when his CBI
remands ends.

Sisodia’s lawyers, on the
other hand, questioned the
timing of his arrest and said
that the CBI’s case pertains to
the period before the excise

policy was cleared, adding
that the Delhi Lieutenant
Governor had cleared the pol-
icy in May 2021.

The court had on
February 27 remanded Sisodia
in CBI custody to allow the
agency to get “genuine and
legitimate” answers to ques-
tions being put to him for “a
proper and fair investigation”.
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The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) and

WWF-India have joined
hands for bird’s festival in the
sylvan Sanjay Van on Sunday.
Nature walks to spot resident
and migratory birds, interac-
tion multimedia exhibits and
workshops have been planned
as part of this bird festival

“Delhi is the second most
bird-rich capital city in the
world. Home to a staggering
diversity of resident bird
species, the bustling metrop-
olis also welcomes winter and
summer visitors and passage
migrants who stop by on

their incredible journeys,”
according to an official state-
ment.  Sanjay Van, a reserve
forest in the heart of Delhi,
supports over 200 species of
birds, it said.

WWF-India has curated
the ‘Sanjay Van Bird Festival’
as a series of events for the
people of Delhi to experience
and celebrate birds in the
city. This is an extended com-

memoration of the World
Wildlife Day (March 3),
organisers said.

“We have a lot to learn
from birds -  patience,
resilience, resourcefulness,
teamwork, perseverance,
adaptability, vigilance and
creativity. The Sanjay Van
Bird Festival is an endeavour
to work with nature, rather
than against it. We have suc-
cessfully held a Moth Festival,
Dragonfly Festival as well as
numerous nature trails on
flora and fauna with experts
in the Sanjay Van,” Peush
Kumar, Deputy Director
(Landscapes), DDA, was
quoted as saying in the state-
ment.
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Six people died when a
speeding dumper rammed a

car on the Faridabad-
Gurugram road. According to
police, the accident took place
late Thursday night near the
Mangar police post. The vic-
tims were residents of Palwal
who were coming to Faridabad
from Gurugram in the Maruti
Alto car after attending a party,
the police said, adding that all
six died on the spot.

Their bodies have been
sent to BK Hospital in the dis-
trict, police officials said. They
said the victims were in the 18-
25 age group. They were iden-
tified as Punit Mangla, Jatin,
Akash alias Nonu Gulati,
Sandeep, Baljit and Vishal
Sethi, all residents of Palwal
Camp area.

Police have seized the
dumper but the driver fled the
spot.  According to the com-
plaint filed by Punit’s uncle
Suresh Mangla, while returning
from Gurugram, the dumper
rammed the Alto car from
behind. The car overturned
and was damaged badly due to
the impact. The dumper driver
managed to escape, police said.

“I was in another car with
Pratham Gulati when the

s p e e d i n g
d u m p e r
rammed into
the car. All the
six people
were killed on
the spot.

“ T h e
police was
informed and
all  the six
people were
rushed to a

hospital  where doctors
declared them brought dead.
The accident was caused due
to the negligence of the
dumper driver,” Mangla said
in his complaint.  An FIR has
been registered against the
dumper driver under sections
279 (rash driving), 304A
(causing death by negligence)
of the Indian Penal Code at
the Dhauj police station, offi-
cials said.

From Page 1
He said, ‘It’s because world

is in a difficult place, more peo-
ple are getting interested in the
world. The second reason is
globalisation of India. Like a
cricket team, we don’t want to
win matches only at home but
abroad as well.’

Backing India to play a big-
ger role at the international
level, Blair said, ‘It is absurd to
think that India is not a per-
manent member [of the United
Nations Security Council] but
you can say that for other
countries as well. The West has
no option but to share power.
The question is how to make
sense of diplomacy in this new
world.’

He also said, ‘Real chal-
lenge today is how to make
sense of the shifting geopoli-
tics, and in that position India
is absolutely critical because
the progress in India in the
last  few years has been
remarkable. The position of
India is potentially more pow-
erful than ever.’
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Three employees of a city-
based pharmaceutical firm,

whose cough syrup is alleged to
have led to the death of 18 chil-
dren in Uzbekistan last year,
were arrested on charges of
manufacturing and sale of
adulterated drugs. 

The arrests were made
after an FIR was lodged late
Thursday night against five
officials of Marion Biotech,
including two of its directors,
over a complaint by a drugs
inspector of the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization
(CDSCO).

Police said the directors are
at large and a search is under-
way to apprehend them.
Central and Uttar Pradesh
drug authorities had checked
samples of Marion Biotech
products and found 22 of them
to be "not of standard quality"
(adulterated and spurious),
according to the complainant

drug inspector. "Three people
associated with Marion
Biotech, which is located in
Sector 67, were today arrested
by the local Phase 3 police sta-
tion officials. 

These people were engaged
in preparation and sale of fake
drugs which caused serious
harm to public," Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Central Noida) Rajiv
Dixit said."Besides the three
suspects who have been arrest-
ed, there are two more directors

of the company for whom
searches are underway and
they will also be arrested soon.
With their act, these people
were endangering human life
and human health," Dixit said. 

The officer added that a
comprehensive legal investiga-
tion in the case will be carried
out. Phase 3 police station in-
charge Vijay Kumar said those
arrested have been identified as
Tuhin Bhattacharya, head
operation; Atul Rawat, manu-
facturing chemist; and Mool

Singh, analytical chemist. The
absconding directors of the
firm who have been booked are
Jaya Jain and Sachin Jain,
Kumar said.

The FIR was registered
under Indian Penal Code sec-
tions 274 (adulteration of
drugs), 275 (sale of adulterat-
ed drugs), 276 (sale of drug as
a different drug or medical
preparation) as well as under
section 17 (misbranded drugs)
and related violations of the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940. 

Marion Biotech had come
under scanner in December
last year for its cough syrup
Dok-1 that is suspected to
have led to death of 18 children
who consumed it in Uzbekistan
after which CDSCO launched
a probe into the matter. The
production licence of the firm
was suspended in January after
inspections at its site by central
and state drug authorities in
wake of controversy.  
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As the AAP leaders sharing
messages on social media

penned by students to support
Sisodia and project him as
“Manish chacha”,  the Delhi BJP
alleged that the Arvind
Kejriwal Government is setting
up ‘I love Manish Sisodia’ desks
at Government schools in the
city to garner “forced support”
for him. 

According to BJP leaders,
there has been no official
announcement of such a cam-
paign by the AAP Government
but WhatsApp forwards,
alleged desks were being set up
at Government schools to this
effect. After AAP started trend-
ing on the social meia,  the BJP
leaders also started sharing
messages penned by students
highlighting excise policy scam
and role of Sisodia. 

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor has
condemned the AAP  for forc-
ing children to write letters and
make cards against the arrest of
Sisodia by running "I Love
Manish Sisodia" campaign in
Government schools. 

It is regrettable that even
after Sisodia's arrest, the Delhi
Government "is not stopping its
dirty politics in the name of

education and has now stooped
as low as to involving innocent
school kids in it," Kapoor said.

“Under the patronage of
the Delhi government, special
‘I love Manish Sisodia’ desks
will be set up in government
schools to garner forced sup-
port for Sisodia from students,”
Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor
alleged. Sharing a copy of a
purported message regarding it
on social media, Kapoor said
that as part of the programme,
school students were supposed
to scribble messages in support
of Sisodia and express concern
at his arrest.

BJP leader Tejinder Pal
Singh Bagga claimed that he
received a call from Delhi Govt
school kids parents and they
said their kids are getting
threats from the school admin-
istration. "School will fail their
kids if they do not create draw-
ing in support of  Sisodia", he
said.

BJP leader Kapil Mishra
also claimed on his social
media handle that students are
writing about Sisodia’s corrup-
tion saying that  they are upset
with his corruption charges.

Leader of Opposition
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri criti-
cized the AAP saying Kejriwal
government is using students
and children to garner support
for Sisodia who is in jail in con-
nection with corruption
charges. In response, the Delhi
government issued a statement
saying, "There is no involve-
ment of any government
department or government
employee in any such activity.
It is just BJP agenda." The BJP
leader said, "Under the patron-
age of Delhi government, spe-
cial 'I love Manish Sisodia'
desks will be set up in govern-
ment schools to garner forced
support for Sisodia from stu-
dents."

"Delhi BJP strongly con-
demns this dirty politics of

forcing school kids to support
Sisodia and urge that this 'I love
Manish Sisodia' desk scheme be
immediately shelved," he said. 

In another tweet, the BJP
leader tagged NCPCR chair-
person Priyank Kanoongo and
alleged that parents were being
pressured by AAP to get such
messages penned for Sisodia.
"@NCPCR_ &
@KanoongoPriyank ji Please
see how shamelessly AAP is
campaigning for Manish
Sisodia by pressurising gov-
ernment school students.
Parents are being pressurised to
write letters otherwise students
will be failed in exams."

Sisodia, who had 18 port-
folios in the Delhi govern-
ment including education,
resigned from the Cabinet fol-
lowing his arrest by the CBI in
connection with alleged cor-
ruption in the formulation and
implementation of the now-
scrapped liquor policy for
2021-22.
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In an observation that is
likely to put a question mark

on the Indian drug surveil-
lance system, a US Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) investiga-
tion has now found that con-
taminated medications made
by India-based Maiden
Pharmaceuticals were “asso-
ciated” with the deaths of 70
children in Gambia between
August and December last
year due to acute kidney
injury.

The US-CDC report is
published in the New England
Journal of Medicine.
Incidentally, the Haryana-
based firm is already facing

allegations of exporting sub-
standard drugs to Vietnam a
decade ago, for which two of
its executives have been
recently sent to jail by a city
court. 

In fact, the links between
contaminated cough syrup
and the kids’ mortalities in
Gambia was reported last
October, when the World
Health Organization (WHO)
issued an alert saying four
cough syrups made by Maiden
Pharmaceuticals Ltd con-
tained toxic levels of diethyl-
ene and ethylene glycol and
should be withdrawn. 

The company had denied
that its drugs were at fault for
the deaths of kids in Gambia
while the Union Health

Ministry said the syrups
showed no toxicity when it
tested them. The US CDC
report based on its detailed
investigation has, however,
again brought the drug qual-
ity being provided to Gambia
or for that matter exported by
the Maiden Pharma under
the scanner. 

The  CDC in its report
said that its investigation
"strongly suggests" that med-
icines contaminated with the
toxins, imported into Gambia,
led to the cluster of acute kid-
ney injury among 78 children,
of which 66 died between
June and September 2022.
Four more children have since
died, bringing the official toll
up to 70.

It said, it reached its con-
clusions by “looking at med-
ical records of patients where
available, as well as interviews
with their parents and care-
givers.” It also says other evi-
dence, such as the tests of the
medicines, the wide geo-
graphic spread of the cases,
and the fact that the illness did
not spread to adults, pointed
towards “a toxin rather than
an infectious agent.” There
have been a number of poi-
sonings linked to diethylene
and ethylene glycol in past in
countries including Haiti and
Nigeria, but report says this is
first known incident when
imported medicines were at
fault rather than domestical-
ly developed drugs.
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Giving a befitting reply to
BJP's claim that Delhi

Government is setting up “I
love Manish Sisodia” desks in
State-run schools as a show of
support for the former Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia whose is in CBI custody
for five days, AAP’s Twitter
handle on Friday shared mes-
sages penned by students in
support of Sisodia. 

According to an AAP func-
tionary, more than 20,000 let-
ters to Manish Sisodia were col-
lected on first day itself; special
desk was set up for just 1.5
hours. AAP leaders claimed
that ‘I love Manish Sisodia”
desk set up by the parents out-
side their schools and thou-
sands of students from Delhi
government schools and pri-
vate schools came out in sup-
port of Sisodia.

In their letters to Sisodia,
students wrote that they are
studying well and working
hard to score well in exams as
appealed by their 'Manish
Chacha' . 

They also wrote that
'Manish Chacha' need not
worry about that. They said
they are always with their
beloved education minister.
Through these letters, some of
them even questioned why
their ‘Manish Chacha’ has been

put behind bars if he hasn’t
done anything wrong. “Since
the arrest and resignation news
of Sisodia broke out a few
days ago, these students were
restless to send their messages
to their beloved Education
Minister, so their parents came
up with a solution by setting up
‘I love Manish Sisodia’ desks
outside their schools,” the party
said.

Atishi, who will soon be
included in the Cabinet as a
minister, shared images of the
messages on Twitter. "BJP peo-
ple: No matter how many false
allegations you make, but the
love that the children of Delhi
have got Manish Sisodia, you
cannot shake it," she said.
Jasmine Shah also retweeted
similar messages and said:
"Wow... Children of Delhi are
showing an unprecedented out-
pouring of love for their
favourite Education minister
with messages of
#ILoveManishSisodia." MLA

Somnath Bharti tweeted,"today
Manish Sisodia has taken the
form of an idea and his ideas
have reached every house
through children! There are 18
lakh Manish Sisodias in Delhi
schools. 

How will you stop? Make
an effort, no matter how many
parrots you blow away, the edu-
cation revolution is not going
to stop."  MLA Kuldeep Kumar
wrote,"Today in this country if
people know any education
minister by name then it is Shri
Manish Sisodia. 

BJP people should be
proud that there is such an
Education Minister in their
country who is being talked
about even abroad. The politics
of hate is not going to last long.”

AAP leader Sarita Singh
went so far as to upload a video
wherein numerous young
schoolchildren are seen sit-
ting on chairs holding pieces of
paper with some message scrib-
bled on them. 
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Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar has written to

Lt Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena, urging  him not to
accept the recommendation of
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal to make tainted MLAs
Saurav Bhardwaj and Atishi as
Ministers, following the resig-
nations of corrupt Ministers
Satyender Jain and Manish
Sisodia, who were involved in
the liquor scam, and were in jail
and in CBI custody, respec-
tively.

Kumar appealed to the Lt.
Governor not to further ruin
the tarnished image of the
National Capital, which has
already earned the notorious
name of the “Capital of Scams”
and pollution in the country.

The Congress leader said
that the Lt. Governor should
ask Kejriwal to suggest the
names of two MLAs with clean
images from among the 62
AAP legislators for filling up
the Ministerial berths.

In his letter, Kumar said
that both Bhardwaj and Atishi
were also in the ambit of the
liquor scam probe, and their
induction in the Ministry will
only legitimize corruption. 

He said that due to the cor-
ruption of Sisodia and Kejriwal,
Delhi had earned the notorious
image of “Nashe Ki Rajdhani”,
and after a CBI probe was
ordered into the liquor squam,
Delhi  also earned the notori-
ety of the “Capital of Scams”.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday visited

the Okhla landfill site and said
the target is to clear the city of
all three mountains of garbage
by December 2024.  

Kejriwal, during his visit to
the site in south Delhi, was
accompanied by his cabinet
colleague Kailash Gahlot,
Mayor Shelly Oberoi and
Municipal Commissioner
Gyanesh Bharti further said
that the target is to clear the
Okhla landfill site by May
2024, but we will try to clear it
by December 2023.

The monstrous Okhla
landfill was commissioned in
1990s and it reached its satu-
ration point several years ago.
The Okhla landfill site contains
about 40 lakh MT of legacy
waste in it. In the last few years,
about 20-25 lakh MT have
been removed from it, but
about 40 lakh MT still remains

in it, Kejriwal told reporters at
the site. "The scheduled set tar-
get to remove this mountain of
garbage is by May 2024. But, all

officers and engineers are
working on it, and our target is
to try to remove it by
December 2023, instead of

May next year," he said. There
is a lot of capacity for biomin-
ing here (about 17,000 MT),
but the capacity to remove

waste from the landfill and dis-
pose it is less, the chief minis-
ter said.Its current daily dis-
posal capacity is 4,000-4,500
MT. But, by April 1, "we will
augment it to 10,000 MT daily",
he added. Kejriwal said he will
visit the Okhla landfill site
again to carry out an inspection
on April 1. "And, by June, we
expect to augment it further to
15,000 MT daily disposal
capacity. 

If we go by 15,000 MT
capacity, then by December-
January, we will reach out tar-
get of cleaning this (Okhla) site
by December-January, and
local residents will also get
relief," he said. 

Similarly, work is under-
way at Ghazipur and Bhalswa
landfill sites, and when we will
visit there in the next couple of
days, we will take stock of the
situation there too, he said.
Asked when will Delhi become
free of these landfill sites, he
said, "One will be cleared by

May, and another one six
months later." So, December
next year, that is our target, he
added.Urban Development
Minister Kailash Gahlot noted
that the AAP government is
hopeful that Delhi will be free
from all the landfill sites by
December 2024.  On the Okhla
landfill site, he said, "We are
hopeful of achieving the daily
disposal rate of 10,000 MT by
April, and 15,000 MT by June."
The minister also spoke on the
upcoming Delhi budget.

"The budget will be on
time. We are having a series of
meetings, and very soon we
will finalise the budget. Delhi
will get it on time," he said.
Talking about the alternatives
once the landfill sites are
cleared, Kejriwal said waste-to-
energy plants and biometha-
nation plants will help in the
disposal of waste. However, he
did not elaborate on it, more so
when Delhi generates a massive
amount of waste daily.  
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday said the

national Capital has a uni-
form education system in both
private and Government
schools where equal facilities
are being provided to students. 

He also said that people
from all over the world should
consider Delhi as the "hub of
education".

The chief minister was
speaking during the 'Excellence
in Education' award pro-
gramme  where several stu-
dents were awarded under var-
ious categories. 

"Delhi has a uniform edu-
cation system in private and
government schools. There is
no inequality in our education
system. 

“It is our government
which bridged the gap between
government and private
schools. "We will also fix the
MCD schools gradually and all

our councillors will work hard
to improve them. We have
around 1,800 MCD schools
and they are in very bad con-
dition. Our aim is that people
from all over the world should
consider Delhi as the hub of
education," he underlined.

Handing over the awards,
Kejriwal said transformation of
the education system in Delhi
would not be possible without
the efforts of teachers, stu-
dents and parents.

“When we started parent-
teachers meetings at govern-
ment schools, parents of the
underprivileged students
appreciated how we invited
them inside the school premis-
es and treated them with
respect. The education system
in Delhi would not be possible
without the efforts of the teach-
ers, students and parents,” he
said.

The CM congratulated the
schools and the students who
received the awards this year.
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Two engineering graduates,
two Aadhaar enrollment

centre employees and a private
firm worker ganged together
through a Telegram group and
duped a Pune-based fintech
startup after procuring credit
cards using names and PAN
details of celebrities like M S
Dhoni, Abhishek Bachchan and
Madhuri Dixit. 

The accused were arrested
recently following a complaint
filed by FPL Technologies

Private Limited which issues
"One Card" — a contactless
metal credit card.  The compa-
ny got wind of the fraud after
the fraudsters used some of
these cards to purchase products
worth Rs 21.32 lakh.

The accused were identi-
fied as Sunil Kumar (42), Puneet
(25), Mohammad Asif (32) —
all residents of Babarpur in
Delhi — and Vishwa Bhaskar
Sharma (42) and Pankaj Mishra
(37), both residents of Jaipur in
Rajasthan, they said.  Sharma,
an engineer, had earlier worked

at a government college in
Rajasthan. He left his job and
subsequently started defrauding
people and firms, the police
said.  He is the key conspirator
and technical mind behind the
scam, they said.

Mishra earlier worked at an
IT firm and had an annual
package of around Rs 15 lakh.
He met with an accident in 2020
and later was suffering from fits
due to which he lost his job,
police said.   

Sharma was an admin of a
Telegram group called "Loan

App" where he came in contact
with Mishra as they both belong
to Jaipur. Later, the other three
accused also joined the group,
police said.

Police said Sharma took a
loan of Rs 2,500 from a Chinese
App and later deposited whole
amount. Despite that his fami-
ly members and other relatives
were receiving calls from its
recovery agents who were forc-
ing them to deposit more more.
The accused persons took loans
from several Chinese apps and
got to know about financial trail. 
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In a fresh attack, jailed con-
man Sukesh Chandrasekhar

has launched an attack on the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), after
the arrest of Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia,
stating that his complaints
regarding the Arvind Kejriwal-
led party "have now started to
vindicate". 

On Kejriwal's claim that no
money was found at the resi-

dence of Sisodia during CBI
searches, Sukesh alleged that
money earned by the AAP
leaders in the form of "com-
mission" are invested in
Telangana and most of it is in
shell companies in Singapore
and Hong Kong.

In his five pages letter
through his lawyer, Sukesh
claimed that the arrest of
Sisodia by the CBI in connec-
tion with the Delhi Excise pol-
icy case "is only the start".
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The Delhi Police has lodged
a case after a seven-year-old

boy alleged that his cheek was
burnt with a cigarette by his
cousin in South Delhi's Neb
Sari area. 

According to police, the
incident was reported to the
police on February 28, they
said, adding that a case under
relevant sections of the Juvenile
Justice Act has been regis-

tered. Police said since the
boy's parents are going through
a divorce procedure, the child
stays alternatively with his
mother and father for a period
of three months each as per
court orders.  

After conducting the med-
ical examination, the boy was
counselled and produced
before the Child Welfare
Committee which gave his cus-
tody to his mother, according
to the police.
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Aday after the G-20 Foreign
Ministers here were unable

to evolve a consensus on a joint
communiqué on the Ukraine
conflict, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov on
Friday criticised western
nations and charged them with
raking up the Ukraine issue
during G20 meetings.  He also
claimed that nobody "gave a
damn" over the situation in
Iraq, Afghanistan and
Yugoslavia in previous delib-
erations of the grouping.

Making his country’s posi-
tion clear at the ongoing
Raisina Dialogue here, he also
wondered why everyone was
asking Russia whether it was
ready to negotiate to end the
war when Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky had
signed a decree making nego-
tiations with Moscow under
President Vladimir Putin a
"criminal offence".

Lavrov said US President
Joe Biden and NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg have
publicly stated that Russia must

be defeated on the battlefield.
"They say Russia must suffer a
strategic defeat and this they
say is existentialist for the west
in the context of global domi-
nation. This is a blunt admis-
sion," he said. Referring to the
G20 Foreign Ministers'
Meeting on Thursday, the
Russian minister said the west-
ern leaders had raised the
Ukraine issue, but wondered
whether previous declarations
of the grouping ever discussed
the situation in Iraq, Libya,
Afghanistan or Yugoslavia.

"Nobody was giving a
damn about anything but

finances and macroeconomic
policies which the G20 was
formed for... When Russia has
started to defend itself, there is
nothing except Ukraine that is
of interest to the G20," he said.

"It is a shame. If they say it
is existentialist for them, it is
existentialist for us," he said,
adding that Moscow had been
warning the West for decades
against the expansion of NATO
and pushing arms into Ukraine
to prepare them for war against
Russia. Lavrov said the coun-
tries in Europe were not affect-
ed by what Russia was doing in
Ukraine, but by the reaction of
the West on Moscow's actions
in the region after ample warn-
ings.

"They do not remember
when Serbia was bombed. Joe
Biden, a senator at that time,
bragged that he promoted that
approach. When Iraq was
ruined as a state, a few years
later Tony Blair said it was a
mistake. You think the United
States has the right to declare
a threat just like they did to
other countries, but no one
questions it for that," the min-
ister added.
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BJP suffered a major embar-
rassment  on Friday in the

poll-bound  Karnataka when
Lokayukta  officials  recovered
unaccounted cash of more than
�� crore from the house of BJP
MLA K Madal
Virupakshappa's son Prashanth
Madal, close on the heels of his
arrest after allegedly accepting
a bribe of � 40 lakh.

Virupakshappa, MLA from
Channagiri constituency in
Davanagere district, is the
chairman of the Karnataka
Soap and Detergents Limited (
KSDL) and Prashanth was
allegedly receiving ‘first install-
ment' of the bribe on behalf of
his father, according to
Lokayukta sources.

Facing the heat,
Virupakshappa on Friday ten-
dered his resignation from the
post. In his resignation letter to
the Chief Minister, he said
there is no "relation" between
him and the Lokayukta raid
which he termed as a 'conspir-
acy' against him and his fami-
ly.

Prashanth, the chief
accountant of  Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board,
was caught red-handed on
Thursday evening while
accepting bribe from a con-
tractor Shreyas Kashyap of
KSDL office. Within hours of
the trap, a team of Lokayukta

officials raided his house and
recovered the unaccounted
cash. "Despite that since an alle-
gation has been levelled against
me, I am taking moral respon-
sibility and submitting my res-
ignation from the post of KSDL
Chairman". He said.

In his reaction, Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said the trap was proof that the
Lokayukta has been "revived"
to check corruption unlike the
previous Congress regime
which created a separate anti-
corruption bureau apart from
Lokayukta institution to cover
up their wrong deeds. Former
Chief Minister and senior
Congress leader Siddaramaiah
said the MLA' s son demand-
ing bribes is "proof of the 40 per
cent commission government
functioning in state". Karnataka
Lokayukta Justice (Retd) B S

Patil said today Rs 2.02 crore
was recovered from the KSDL
office and Rs 6.1 crore from
Prashanth's house. "Five per-
sons have been apprehended
and they have been taken into
custody", he said, adding an
FIR has been registered. 

In the FIR, MLA
Virupakshappa is the accused
number one and his son is the
second accused. Bommai said
due to the absence of a strong
Lokayukta in the past, many
corruption cases during the
Congress regime could never
get investigated. He also said
many corruption cases during
the Congress regime have been
given to Lokayukta, which will
investigate and bring out truth.
Karnataka  which is to  elect a
new  state assembly before
May is witnessing  hectic cam-
paigning. 
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The Tamil Nadu
Government told the

Supreme Court on Friday it is
not completely opposed to
allowing the RSS' route march-
es and public meetings across
the State on March 5 but cited
intelligence reports to say these
cannot be held in every street
or locality. 

The State Government
sought some time to come up
with a list of routes for the
march. Granting the prayer of
senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, representing the Tamil
Nadu Government, a bench of
Justices V Ramasubramanian
and Pankaj Mittal deferred the
hearing till March 17.   

Rohatgi said the
Government will try and work
out a solution and decide the
routes it wanted the proces-
sions to take by then. "The idea
is not to ban the processions
but it needs to have some con-
ditions," he said.  Senior advo-
cate Mahesh Jethmalani,

appearing for the RSS, said the
state has allowed similar events
by organisations like the 'Dalit
Panthers' but the RSS was
being singled out for harsh
treatment. He said RSS was
allowed to conduct marches in
six districts which it did.
However, it has been asked to
hold the event in enclosed
spaces in 42 places. 

"In the areas where we
were allowed, we went ahead
and there was no law and
order problem. Now, they say
that the PFI has been banned
by the central government and
it is a threat (to RSS events).
They are not able to control a
terrorist organisation and that
is why they are banning us. I
cannot exercise my right. Can
this be a ground?" Jethmalani
said. 

Jethmalani said that on
March 5, the RSS is not going
to hold march anyway and, if
the state wants time, there is no
difficulty. "We are not going to
do anything till at least March
10 or 12, even a week later if my
friends want," he said.
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India and Israel on Friday
reviewed their growing

defence and strategic ties during
a telephonic conversation
between Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and his Israeli
counterpart Major General Yoav
Gallant.  They also discussed key
projects relating to co-develop-
ment of military hardware.

The talks came in the back-
drop of Israel emerging a major
defence partner of India in
terms of weapon development
since diplomatic ties between the
two countries were established
in 1992.  

Israel is now engaged in
many projects providing cutting
edge technology to India in
fields like missiles, upgradation
of various systems, rifles and
close quarter battle weapons
besides electronic warfare sys-
tems.

As regards his talks, Rajnath
said in a tweet India attaches
"tremendous importance" to its
relations with Israel. "Was happy
to speak with the Defence
Minister of Israel, Major General
Yoav Gallant. India attaches
tremendous importance to its
relations with Israel," he said.

"Looking forward to work
closely with him towards
strengthening defence coopera-
tion between both the coun-
tries," he said. 

Giving details of talks,
defence ministry officials later
said Rajnath underlined gov-
ernment’s priority for indigeni-
sation and domestic manufac-
turing of defence equipment
under ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’.
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Refusing to give urgent hear-
ing, the Supreme Court

Friday said it will set up a three-
judge bench to hear a plea of
Muslim girl students to sit for
examinations in Karnataka
Government schools while
wearing hijab. 

“I will create a bench,” said
a bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justices PS Narasimha and JB
Pardiwala when sought urgent
hearing of the plea saying girls
are on the verge of losing
another academic year as the
exams are being held in gov-
ernment schools which are not
permitting wearing of head-
scarf. 

Initially, the CJI said the

matter will be listed for hear-
ing after Holi vacations. 

The examinations are
scheduled to be held after five
days, the lawyer said, adding,
“They have missed one year. 

“They will miss another
year.” Without specifying the
date, the bench then said it will
create the bench. On March 15,
2022, the High Court had dis-
missed the petitions filed by a
section of Muslim students of
the Government Pre-University
Girls College in Karnataka's
Udupi seeking permission to
wear the hijab inside class-
rooms, ruling it is not a part of
the essential religious practice
in the Islamic faith. 

The apex court gave split
verdict, leading to the validity
of hijab ban order of the High
Court.
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Aday after External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar met

his Chinese counterpart Qin
Gang, the Congress on Friday
attacked the Government over
the border standoff and alleged
that a red carpet was rolled out
for the Minister instead of
being shown "red eyes".

Congress media depart-
ment and publicity head Pawan
Khera said Jaishankar shook
hands with the visiting Chinese
foreign minister and reported-
ly discussed the "abnormal"
current state of relations with
China and the situation along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC).

Khera cited Jaishankar's
recent reported remarks on
China and it being a bigger
economy to attack the govern-
ment. "The Chinese foreign
minister was on Indian Soil, the
Modi government's external
affairs minister was discussing
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), but they cannot discuss
the same issue in Parliament
and take the people of India
into confidence," Khera said.

“A red carpet was rolled out
for the minister instead of
being shown "red eyes". There
is no change in status quo ante
even after almost three years of
the Galwan clash," the
Congress spokesperson alleged
at a press conference at the
AICC headquarters.

He alleged that India "lost
access to 26 out of 65 Patrolling
Points" which was not the case
before May 2020, and ques-
tioned the Modi government's
"silence" on the issue.

Chinese build-up in
Doklam up to the Jampheri
Ridge is threatening India's
strategic "Siliguri Corridor" -
the gateway to Northeastern
states - Khera claimed.

He alleged that the BJP is
celebrating its electoral per-
formance in three northeastern
states but does not mind "giv-
ing up the Northeast".

Posing questions to the

Modi government, Khera asked
whether it is true that the talks
with the Chinese foreign min-
ister have been "virtually incon-
clusive" as far the illegal
Chinese occupation at the LAC
and our borders is concerned.

"Is it true that 17 rounds of
military talks have also taken
place on the LAC, and there is
yet another 18th one proposed
at an earlier day.  

How is Modi Govt putting
across the argument of India's
territorial integrity, especially in
the backdrop of EAM's latest
assertion of China being a
'bigger economic power'? Let
this be very clear, that the
Congress party stands solidly
behind India's national inter-
ests and urge the Modi gov-
ernment to strongly raise the
border issue with China,"
Khera said in a statement.

"Indian National Congress
salutes the sacrifice and
courage our of soldiers. We are
indebted to their families. We
want the LAC issue to be
resolved in a transparent and
expedient manner. 

If Modi government has an
iota of national interests
ingrained in its DNA, it shall
never let go off the sacrifice of
our bravehearts who made the
supreme sacrifice fighting the
Chinese at Galwan," he said.

The Congress' attack on the
government came a day after
Jaishankar conveyed to his
Chinese counterpart Qin at a
meeting that the state of India-
China relations is "abnormal" as
their talks focused on address-
ing the challenges in bilateral
ties, especially that of peace and
tranquillity in the border areas.

Jaishankar's first in-per-
son meeting with Qin came on
the sidelines of the G20 foreign
ministers conclave amid the
over 34-month-long border
row in eastern Ladakh. Qin
took charge as Chinese foreign
minister in December, suc-
ceeding Wang Yi. 
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday

said it has attached over Rs
20.65 crore in CPI (Maoist)
case under Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act which is the
largest amount ever to be
attached by the agency in a
Naxal case. 

The agency attached over
153 bank accounts/ STDR
(Special Term Deposit) /
Mutual Fund Accounts.
“Striking a major blow to the

funding of Left-Wing
Extremism, NIA has attached
152 bank accounts (including
124 STDRs) and one SBI
Mutual Fund account contain-
ing a total of Rs. 20,65,20,496
belonging to a firm Santosh
Construction, and its different
partners, under section 25 (1)
of the UA (P) Act,” ,” the NIA
said in a statement. 

These accounts had earli-
er been frozen under the pro-
visions of the Criminal
Procedure Code but have been
found to be ‘proceeds of ter-

rorism’ during investigations
warranting their ‘attachment’
under UA (P) Act, the agency
said.

Investigations by the NIA
had revealed that the accused
Mrityunjay Kumar Singh alias
Sonu Singh, one of the partners
of Santosh Construction, had a
close nexus with top CPI
(Maoist) cadres. He had pro-
vided cash funds to Maoist
cadre Ravindra Ganjhu, a
Regional Committee Member
of CPI (Maoist) for furtherance
of Maoist activities, it said.  

New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
on Friday said it has attached
property of Pakistan-based list-
ed terrorist Basit Ahmad Reshi
in Baramulla under the anti-
terror law Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

“Continuing the strong
action against terrorists oper-
ating from Pakistan soil, the
NIA has attached the proper-
ty of Basit Ahmad Reshi locat-
ed in district Baramulla. This
action closely follows the
attachment of the Srinagar-
based property of Mushtaq
Zargar alias Latram, the

founder and Chief
Commander of Al-Umar
Mujahideen yesterday,” the NIA
said in a statement.  

Reshi is a ‘listed terrorist’
under the UA (P) Act and has
been operating from Pakistan
after his ex-filtration to
Pakistan. He has been found
funding terror activities and
acts in the Valley, it said.

Reshi joined the militant
ranks in 2015 and was involved
in planning and execution of a
terror attack at Police Guard
Post in Sopore that killed one
Constable and injured others. 

PNS
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday

seized about Rs 3 crore cash
during searches at a location in
Hazaribagh district of
Jharkhand as part of a money
laundering investigation
against suspended IAS officer
and former Mining Secretary
Pooja Singhal and others.

Wads of cash, largely in the
denomination of Rs 500 and a
few Rs 2,000 notes, were seized
from the premises of a person
identified as Mohammed E
Ansari, officials said.

The agency recovered the
cash while the searches were
being carried out in an ongo-
ing money laundering investi-
gation against Singhal.

Singhal, a 2000-batch
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of Jharkhand
cadre, was arrested by the ED
on May 11 on money launder-
ing charges linked to alleged
irregularities in the MGNRE-
GA scheme.

In February, the Supreme
Court had granted the accused
officer an interim bail for a
period of two months so that
she could look after her ailing
daughter.

The ED is also probing her
role in connection with alleged
irregularities in the mining
sector of the State as part of a
second case filed under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

In December, the ED had
provisionally attached immov-
able properties worth Rs 82.77
crore belonging to Singhal on
money laundering charges. The
attached properties include
one Super Speciality Hospital
‘Pulse Super Speciality
Hospital’, one diagnostics cen-
tre ‘Pulse Diagnostic and

Imaging Centre’ and two land
parcels situated in Ranchi, the
agency had then said in a
statement. The ED had initiat-
ed money laundering investi-
gation on the basis of multiple
FIRs registered by Jharkhand
Police and Vigilance Bureau
Jharkhand.

“Investigation revealed that
Proceeds of Crime generated
from the MNREGA Scam in
the form of commission was
deposited in different bank
accounts belonging to Pooja
Singhal and her relatives. 

The said Proceeds of
Crime was mixed and layered
with the other unaccounted
money generated by Pooja
Singhal, by misusing her offi-
cial position,” the agency had
said.

The agency further said,
“Initially, the Proceeds of
Crime was generated from
MNREGA scam only, which
was subsequently intermixed
with other unaccounted fund
generated from the corrupt
practices of Pooja Singhal and
these funds were deployed as
capital/investment and further
funds were generated from
these funds, both as legitimate
profit as well as by further infu-
sion of POC.”

By this modus-operandi,
Singhal amassed huge wealth
disproportionate to her known
source of income. The source
of funds invested in these
immovable properties was pri-
marily from the unaccounted
cash profits generated from
these Proceeds of Crime. This
led to the categorisation of
these attached assets as
Proceeds of Crime, it said.

Singhal was arrested by
the ED on May 11 and a
Prosecution Complaint
(chargesheet) was filed against
her on July 5.

,��	�������	��	!!	�����	������	���	�����	����
	�������7	�,	��	!�

��4������: The Delhi High
Court on Friday ordered the
Regional Passport Officer in
Srinagar to decide the pass-
port renewal application of
PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti
within three months. 

The order was passed after
the court was informed today
by Central Government that
the passport authority in
Srinagar has been directed to
re-examine and take a fresh
decision on Mufti's application.
Justice Prathiba M Singh noted
that the matter has been pend-
ing for nearly two years.
“Considering that matter has
been remanded to passport
officer and the initial rejection
was almost two years ago, let
the concerned passport office

take the decision expeditious-
ly and in any case in three
months,” the Court ordered. 

The PDP leader had
approached the Delhi High
Court seeking an early decision
in her appeal against the order
denying her passport renewal. 

She said that her passport
was cancelled on March 26,
2021 and though she
approached the Jammu &
Kashmir High Court against
the decision, she was later
informed that an appeal against
the order would lie under the
Passports Act.  

Mufti recently also wrote
External Affairs S Jaishankar
seeking his intervention for
issuance of her passport and
that of her mother's. PNS
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The first ever CRPF Day
Parade proposed to be held

at Jagdalpur in Naxal-hit Bastar
district of Chhattisgarh has
been rescheduled from March
19 to March 25.

“Due to certain adminis-
trative reasons the date of the
CRPF Day Parade at Jagdalpur
is rescheduled/postponed to
25/03/2023 in place of
19/03/2023. 

Therefore, all stakeholders
are requested to ensure action
accordingly,” reads an official
order issued on Thursday.
Jagdalpur is an active opera-
tional theatre of the CRPF in
the Naxal-infested Bastar
region. The CRPF establish-
ment in Chhattisgarh is
engaged in administrative mea-

sures for the conduct of the
Parade. While officials
remained tightlipped on the
reasons for shifting the raising
day parade, sources said the
change could be mainly due to
the unavailability of the chief
guest on March 19. 

Insiders and veterans of the
CRPF rued the change in the
designated date for holding the
Annual Raising Day Parade
especially when it is being
held in an active operational
area as the resources will be
stretched for organizing the
event by one more week.  

Through an order on
January 28, 2022, as reported
earlier by The Pioneer, the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) had decided to cele-
brate March 19, the day it was
granted President's Colour in

1950, as the CRPF Day Parade
every year.

Earlier, the raising day was
celebrated as CRPF
Anniversary Parade on one of
four dates every year—March
19 (President’s Colour was
awarded to CRPF on March 19,
1950, July 27 (Crown
Representative Police (CRP)
was originally raised on this
date in 1939 by the British
India Government, October
31 (Birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel who was
born on this date in October
1875 and December 28 (After
Independence, CRP was
rechristened as Central Reserve
Police Force by enacting CRPF
Act 1949 on this date granting
it the status of the Armed
Force of the Union).

The reasons for the change

in dates were attributable to the
heavy rain in the month of July,
coinciding birthday of Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel on October
31 with assassination of former
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
and extreme winter in the
national capital in December
besides availability of Chief
Guest for the event, according
to the order issued last year.

Since 2018, the anniversary
function has been conducted
on March 19 every year. An
online meeting was held in
January, 2022 under the chair-
manship of then Director
General of CRPF Kuldiep
Singh with all the Zonal
Commanders and other Sector
officers to discuss various
issues regarding celebration of
83rd CRPF Anniversary
Parade last year. The reason to

celebrate CRPF Anniversary
Parade on different dates/days
was discussed in depth and it
was unanimously agreed and
decided that henceforth, the
CRPF Anniversary Day will be
re-designated and celebrated as
“CRPF Day on March 19 every
year. 

“It has been decided by the
Competent Authority that
henceforth, the nomenclature
of CRPF Anniversary is here-
by changed as CRPF Day
Parade,” reads the 2022 order.

Necessary correction
/amendment in the Hand Book
on Ceremonies was also made
and the decision in connection
with the fixation of March 19
as the date for anniversary
celebration and the change in
nomenclature was approved
by the DG, CRPF.
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Lauding the role of THE
Jammu & Kashmir Police in

its fight against terrorism,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha on Friday highlighted the
need to neutralise the ecosys-
tem providing "ideological and
financial" support to terrorists
in the Union Territory.

He said it is the sacred duty
of the J and K administration
to provide a safe, secure and
right environment to the com-
mon man.

The Lt Governor was
speaking at the attestation-
cum-passing out parade of
recruit constables of 29th Basic
Recruitment Training Course
(BRTC) at S Prithinandan
Singh Police Training School
here.

Director General of Police
Dilbag Singh also attended the
function, which saw a total of
480 new recruits, including 49
women recruit constables, for-

mally joining the police after
completing their rigorous train-
ing.

Out of 480, as many as 330
constables have already served
as Special Police Officers
(SPOs), a police spokesman
said, adding recruit constable
Sunali Bhagat emerged as the
best all-rounder.

Recruit constables Sarleen
Kour, Sapna Saini, Heena
Choudhary and Nitika Rajput
were also felicitated by the Lt
Governor for their excellent
performances during the train-
ing.

Congratulating the new
recruits on becoming a part of
"one of the finest police forces
in the country", Sinha said, "I
am confident that you will
discharge your responsibility
towards the nation with utmost
sensitivity, commitment and
dedication."

"The integrity, dedication
and professionalism of J and K
Police is pivotal in the fight

against terrorism. We all take
pride in the excellence and pro-
fessionalism displayed by J and
K Police in handling narco-ter-
rorism and enforcing the rule
of law," he said.

Sinha stressed upon the
future-ready policing strate-
gies to tackle the new forms of
internal security challenges.

"These are challenging
times for our police forces as
the world today is facing con-
ventional and non-conven-
tional threats. We need to be
vigilant and determined to
neutralise the ecosystem pro-
viding ideological and financial
support to terrorists," the Lt
Governor said.

He said, "We believe in
'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' and
peaceful coexistence. There is
no place for subversive ele-
ments in a civilized society."

Referring to the smuggling
of large quantities of narcotics
from across the border to fund
terrorism, he said narco-ter-

rorism has become one of the
biggest threats to the society.

"The administration, J and
K Police and our security forces
are committed to dealing with
challenges of narco-terror in a
comprehensive manner.
Jammu & Kashmir is on the
march and is being trans-
formed," he said.

Sinha said, "It is our sacred
duty to provide a safe, secure
and right environment to ful-

fill the aspirations of the com-
mon man."

Noting that the top posi-
tions in the batch has been
secured by women constables,
the Lt Governor said these
achievements show that the
women in J and K are no less
than anyone.

The Lt Governor asked
the DGP to consider increasing
the quota of reservation for
women in the police force.
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In a major breakthrough in its drive against
narco-terrorism, the Jammu & Kashmir

Police on Friday recovered seven kilograms of
heroin, over Rs 2 crore cash and a pistol from
the house of a notorious drug peddler along the
Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch district, a
senior police officer said.

Additional Director General of Police,
Jammu zone, Mukesh Singh said a major
narco-terror module has been busted in the
Union Territory, adding the search operation is
still going on.

The recovery was made from the house of
notorious drug peddler Rafi Dhana alias "Rafi
Lala", who was recently detained under the strin-
gent Public Safety Act, in Mandi sector, Singh
said here.

He said police along with components of the
National Crime Agency and the CRPF raided
the house of Rafi near the LoC on specific infor-

mation, leading to the recovery of seven kgs of
heroin, over Rs 2 crore and a pistol with one
magazine and 10 rounds and seven rounds of
SLR. The counting of the cash is still going on,
the officer said.

With Friday's development, police and
security forces have been able to bust a major
narco-terror module in the Union Territory,
Singh said. "The searches are still going on in
the presence of magistrates and prominent cit-
izens. The nexus of this module with Punjab-
based narcotics smugglers is being investigat-
ed," the ADGP said, adding a case has been reg-
istered at police station Mandi and further inves-
tigation set into motion.
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The Prime Minister's claim
that the BJP-led alliance

will capture power in Kerala
has kicked up a debate in the
southern state with the ruling
CPI(M) and the opposition
Congress on Friday terming it
as a "dream", which will never
come true and the saffron
party asserting that Narendra
Modi's wish will be fulfilled
with the people's support.

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan and Leader of
Opposition in the state assem-
bly V D Satheesan said that BJP
will not gain power here as the
people are against communal
forces.

BJP's Kerala state unit chief
K Surendran, on the other
hand, vowed that the party will
make all possible efforts to
make the PM's "wish or direc-
tion" come true.

He said that the "double
engine of development" has to
come to Kerala and added "we
will bring it here".

Buoyed by his party's poll
performance in three minori-
ty dominated northeastern
states, Modi on Thursday said
that BJP's alliance will form
government in Kerala too in
view of the increasing support
of minorities for the saffron
party.

In response to his claim,
Vijayan in a statement said that

the saffron party coming to
power in Kerala was "wishful
thinking" as even minority
groups will not take a pro-BJP
stand owing to the alleged
harassment they are facing at
the hands of the Sangh Parivar.

Earlier in the day, the
Congress, CPI(M) and the
IUML, said that the PM's
statement was a "dream" and
that it was made without being
conscious of the ground reali-
ty in the state.

Dubbing the statement as
a "daydream" which the PM
was entitled to have, senior
CPI(M) leader and Politburo
member M A Baby said Modi
should remember that his party
lost the only seat it ever had in
the Kerala Assembly in the
2021 state elections.

"The PM is entitled to day-
dream, but he should remem-
ber that the only seat the BJP
had in the state legislature has
been lost. That sole seat was
wrested by the Left front in the
last election and the BJP in
Kerala is now in a deplorable
condition." 

Senior Congress leader
Satheesan too spoke along sim-
ilar lines when he said that the
BJP will never come to power
in Kerala as the people here
would "unite against the fascist
and feudal movements".

"It (BJP coming to power)
will never happen in Kerala.
There is no space for the BJP
here. There will be no space as
people of the state will never
allow any communal forces
here.
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Deposed AIADMK leader O
Panneerselvam on Friday

launched a scathing attack on
the party's interim chief K
Palaniswami for the Erode East
bypoll loss, calling him a "trai-
tor", who was heading an
"authoritarian" group.

OPS, as Panneerselvam is
known, squarely blamed
Palaniswami for the party's
poor electoral show.

The Congress bettering its
victory margin from 9,000 in
2021 to the 67,000 now showed
that the main opposition party
AIADMK was in a "weakened
position," he said.

In a fiercely contested

Erode East bypoll, Congress'
EVKS Elangovan drubbed
AIADMK's K S Thennarasu.
The counting of votes polled on
February 27 was taken up on
Thursday and the DMK-
backed Elangovan emerged
victorious. 

He recalled he had with-
drawn the candidate proposed
by his faction "on the advice of
the Supreme Court" and with
the aim of securing the popu-
lar Two Leaves symbol of the
party for the bypoll.

Further, Palaniswami also
failed to capitalise on the "heavy
public discontent" against the
ruling DMK and worse so, the
party has suffered an "unprece-
dented defeat," he added.
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on Friday

mocked the Maha Vikas
Aghadi over its excitement fol-
lowing the victory of an MVA-
backed candidate in Kasba
Peth by-election, saying the BJP
has historically swept state and
general elections after a few set-
backs in bypolls.

Speaking in the legislative
assembly during the debate on
the governor's address to the
joint sitting of both Houses,
Shinde said, "Now in the next
elections, I am also with the
BJP. We are the Shiv Sena that
contested the last election in
alliance with the BJP while you
all had contested the election
separately."

The undivided Shiv Sena
under Uddhav Thackeray and
the BJP had contested the last
state polls together, though
they fell out after the results.
Shinde later broke away from
Sena and joined hands with the
BJP to become the CM. His
group was recently recognised
by the Election Commission as
the real Shiv Sena and given the
party's 'bow-and-arrow' sym-
bol.

Shinde said the Shiv Sena
and BJP have identified what
went wrong in the Kasba Peth
bypoll and the government
will win over the people of the
constituency in 2024 when
assembly elections are to be

held in Maharashtra.
Two Assembly segments in

Pune district - Kasba Peth and
Chinchwad - voted on
February 26 in bypolls neces-
sitated due to the death of BJP
MLAs Mukta Tilak and
Laxman Jagtap, respectively. 

Of these, the Kasba Peth
bypoll was won by the
Congress, a constituent of the
MVA, with a margin of 10,950
votes. BJP candidate Ashwini
Jagtap, the wife of late MLA
Laxman Jagtap, won from
Chinchwad by defeating Vitthal
alias Nana Kate of the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP), another MVA partner,
by 36,168 votes.

"How is it that the NCP is
rejoicing over the win in Kasba

saying the common man
defeated the BJP... Then can it
be said that people defeated you
in Chinchwad," he asked.

Despite the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi's foot march from
Kanyakumari to Srinagar, the
party lost all three assembly
polls in the northeast, he said,
referring to the BJP's domi-
nance in the recently held elec-
tions in Tripura, Meghalaya
and Nagaland. 

Shinde hit out at the
Opposition for calling his gov-
ernment "illegal". He said, "We
have done nothing wrong and
functioned on merit." 
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The AIADMK lost the
Erode East bypoll by a

huge margin but more worry-
ing is the dip in vote share,
which has come down signif-
icantly compared to 2021
Assembly polls. 

The ruling DMK-led
Secular Progressive Alliance
(SPA) on Thursday retained
the Erode East Assembly con-
stituency in this western Tamil
Nadu town with a spectacular
win against the K
Palaniswami-led AIADMK. 

Congress candidate EVKS
Elangovan defeated AIADMK
candidate Thennarasu by a
huge margin. Nam Tamizhar
Katchi's Meneka Navaneethan
and DMDK's Anand forfeited
deposit. 

According to statistics
available on the Election
Commission of India web-
site, Congress candidate
Elangovan secured 1,10,156
votes (64.58 per cent), which
is 20.29 per cent more than the
2021 Assembly election as the
then INC candidate secured
66,300 votes and won the seat. 

When it  comes to
AIADMK, its ally Tamil
Manila Congress (TMC) con-
tested the 2021 polls and
secured 58,396 votes (38.41
per cent). The TMC contest-
ed on AIADMK symbol and
lost by a slender margin. This
time, AIADMK contested the
bypoll and secured 43,923
votes (25.75 per cent), decrease
by 12.66 per cent of vote
share.

Similarly,  the Nam
Tamizhar Katchi's vote share
dropped this time around. In
2021 election, the party
secured 11,629 votes (7.65 per
cent) and now it secured
10,827 votes (6.35 per cent). 
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has agreed to send

an all-party delegation to Tamil
Nadu to look into allegations of
attacks on migrant workers,
Leader of the Opposition in the
State Assembly Vijay Kumar
Sinha claimed on Friday.

Sinha was talking to
reporters outside the Vidhan
Sabha premises after he led a
delegation of BJP legislators
from both Houses to call on the
chief minister at the latter's
chamber.

"I have received a distress
call from a migrant from my
own constituency of Lakhisarai.
The chief minister agreed to
our demand for sending a del-
egation to Tamil Nadu. The
delegation will comprise rep-
resentatives from all political
parties and will leave tomor-
row", he said.

He also said that a team of
officials from Bihar will also
accompany the delegation and
the chief minister "summoned
the chief secretary and the
director general of police and
advised them accordingly".

Sinha, who had led his
party members in staging a
walkout from the assembly

earlier in the day, was sore over
the behaviour of Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Yadav inside
the House, whom he accused of
"using a language befitting
goons".

The BJP leader, who was
the Speaker till his party lost
power in last year's upheaval
also alleged that his successor
Awadh Bihari Chaudhary, from
the RJD, "appears to be taking
instructions from the treasury
benches".

The Speaker had turned
down the Opposition's demand
for constituting a committee of
the House which could visit
Tamil Nadu.

Yadav, who has drawn flak
from the BJP for visiting Tamil
Nadu recently to attend a func-
tion on the occasion of Chief
Minister M K Stalin, had dared
the opposition party to
approach the Centre if it felt
that the responses of govern-
ments of the two states were
not satisfactory. 

He cited a statement issued
by the Tamil Nadu DGP who
has denied any attacks, in the
recent past, on Hindi-speaking
people and accused the BJP of
"trying to drive a wedge
between states" for political
gains.
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Advertising in India
has come a long way
in the last decade.
With the rise of dig-

ital marketing and the emer-
gence of new technologies,
the role of advertising agen-
cies has become more impor-
tant than ever. Advertising
agencies are responsible for
creating, executing and mon-
itoring campaigns across all
media channels. They are
also providing innovative and
strategic advice to their clients
to help them reach their busi-
ness objectives.

The Indian advertising
industry is estimated to be
worth Rs. 57,200 crore and is
expected to grow at a 
compound annual growth
rate of 14.2% over the next
five years. As Indian business-
es become more focused,
niche centric and tech-savvy,
the need for creative advertis-
ing will only grow.

Advertising agencies are
now playing a crucial role in
helping brands create mean-
ingful campaigns that con-
nect with their target audi-
ence and drive sales. They are
also leveraging data to create
more effective ads and target-
ing strategies. With the
increasing focus on digital

marketing, agencies are also
expanding their services to
include social media and dig-
ital marketing. This has led to
the growth of advertising
agencies. For instance,
Crayons advertising that
started in 1986 is now upbeat
about its prospects. “We are
quite confident that in three
years we will be able to dou-
ble our revenue.” Says Kunal
Lalani, Founder of the
Crayons Advertising.

The Indian advertising
market was valued at nearly
Rs 670 billion in 2020. The
market is expected to grow at
a CAGR of 11% from 2022-
2027 to reach Rs 1253.2 bil-
lion by 2026. Infrastructure,
banking & financial services,
tourism, and Govt depart-
ments are expected to 
command a larger share of 
ad budgets.

The revenue of ad agen-

cies in India is estimated to be
around Rs. 2,000 crore. This
is a significant contribution to
the overall Indian economy,
with the advertising industry
providing employment to
millions of people and con-
tributing to the overall growth
of the economy. However,
advertising is a challenging
and demanding business that
needs innovations and
upgrades rather frequently.
The digital shift has led to
major shakeup in the indus-
try, those who do not come
on board are likely to fade
away. But those who adopt
digital, will be winners. “
Adopting digital technolo-
gies is a must, no one can do
without it. I would think we
should be able to reach 45%
revenue from digital by 2026.”
Says Kunal Lalani. But at the
end of the day it all boils
down to creativity. Only cre-

ativity and sensitivity to
Indian ethos and values can
make an ad agency stand out.
The company recently con-
cluded marquee campaigns,
including Hon. Prime
Minister’s Pariksha Pe
Charcha, among others.
Crayons Advertisement will
be India's first major home-
grown advertising agency to
go public. Ad companies like
Crayons are now handling
govt projects, and creating
awareness about welfare
schemes. Overall, advertising
agencies are playing a major
role in the Indian advertising
industry and are integral to
the success of any marketing
campaign. They are now seen
as an essential partner in the
growth of India. But it is not
a smooth ride all the way.
Advertising must be done
responsibility as it touches
people’s lives. Many ad agen-
cies cross the line in their zeal
to sell the product and oblige
the client, ending up design-
ing misleading campaigns
that are anything but true.
The industry will have to
come up with self-regulation
that is effective and leaves no
room for error and mischief.

(The writer is a 
business consultant)
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those publishers who are being accused of
giving an honest and innocent writer less
royalty than he is entitled to. Last year, he
drew media’s attention because of his out-
spoken nature when he revealed how he
was paid very little in the form of royalties
by reputed publications like Vani and
Rajkamal.

Several talented writers have to strug-
gle to make ends meet because they do
not get the publicity they deserve. 

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir — The recent increase in cooking gas
costs is particularly painful. Cooking gas
cylinder prices have gone up by a one-
time rise of 50 rupees with the conclusion
of voting in the north-eastern states. A gas
cylinder for cooking already costs more
than Rs1,000. An increase of Rs 350 has
been made to the cost of a commercial
cylinder. It is obvious that costs have risen
proportionately in different states. Fuel
prices are starting to generate problems
for the public and inflation is already out

of control. Since most non-Ujjwala users
are no longer eligible for government sub-
sidies, the most recent increase in cook-
ing gas prices is especially painful. 9.58
crore impoverished persons who receive
free LPG connections through the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana are also
eligible for a 200-rupee per-cylinder sub-
sidy. They will now each have to pay Rs
903 for a cylinder in Delhi after the sub-
sidy. The economic front, on the other
hand, is also getting bad news. The coun-
try's gross domestic product (GDP) growth
rate consequently decreased to 4.4% in the
third quarter of the fiscal year 2022–2023.
The government cannot ignore its duty and
responsibility to the underprivileged areas
of the nation. Invoking the pricing on the
global market is insufficient to defend this
increase. It would be reasonable for the gov-
ernment to regulate the costs of commodi-
ties like cooking gas.

Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur
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Sir — There is yet another overstepping by
the Supreme Court in the business of the
executive by forcing the appointment of
CEC and Election Commissioners with
keeping CJI and the leader of opposition
in the lok sabha on board. This is against
the spirit of the democracy and the con-
stitution and displays the arrogant and
biased attitude of the judges because of their
personal liking or disliking of the politi-
cians in power and in the opposition.

What more can be expected from the
judiciary which quashed the NJAC passed
by the parliament just because that could
make the judicial appointments more
transparent and constitutional. The judges
at SC want to exhibit their "Boss" image
who would do every irrational and unde-
mocratic activity because they happen to
be in the chair which can't be
challenged.People are watching their
behavior with anguish and anger because
each day the judges convey their notori-
ous feelings against the people they dislike
through their judgements and remarks.

Dr. Jai Prakash Gupta | Ambala 
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Sir — Coming close on the heels of 'Ret
Samadhi' written by Geetanjali Shri which
won the prestigious Booker Prize, anoth-
er reputed poet, an acclaimed author
Vinod Kumar Shukla has bagged this year's
PEN / Nabokov Award for Achievement
in International Literature. Hailing from a
tribal belt in Chattisgarh Raipur, his life and
works, poetry such as Lagbhag Jai Hind
1997 and novels that include the seminal
Naukar Ki Kameez 1979 later made into a
film by Mani Kaul, A Silent Place etc. cap-
ture not only the evocative, emotional and
lively life of cities but also the slow cadence
of small towns and villages , its struggles ,
aspirations while being experimental in
style and genre. It is conferred annually on
an author when a body of work is of endur-
ing originality and consummate craftsman-
ship. It is one of the most coveted global
literature prizes. It is also a fitting reply to
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Participation in sports is a
great unifier and equaliser.

Irrespective of various dif-
ferentiating factors which
include culture, language,
colour and geographical
boundaries, sporting activities
are a key driver for creating
feelings of harmony, goodwill
and mutual cooperation in
society. Thanks to the Central
and states governments’ persis-
tent efforts and impetus
towards sports which are
reflected in the nation’s impres-
sive performance in the
Olympics, Paralympics and
Commonwealth games, there
has been a tremendous shift in
the public perception towards
sports. Good performance of
our athletes in National and
International sporting events
and celebration of their success
as a nation’s success motivat-
ed the young kids, youth and
their parents leading to boost-
ing their morale and more and
more parents are now open
towards their children pursu-
ing sports as a career. The sig-
nificant role played by the gov-
ernment and the corporate
sector in supporting the
nation’s athletes had helped in
creating realization in the soci-
ety that sports make for an
attractive and rewarding
career. 

Realizing that identifying
sporting talent at a young age
is advantageous because by
doing so children best suited
for a particular sport can be

selected and trained from an
early age, more than 23 lakh
school-going children in the
age group of 5-18 years have
been assessed using the Khelo
India Mobile App and more
than 82,000 physical education
teachers have been trained to
assess the sporting talent
amongst the children. One of
the key pillars of the Khelo
India Scheme is to make qual-
ity sports infrastructure equi-
tably accessible to the citizens.
In order to make it possible,
the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports has sanctioned 294
sports infrastructure projects
across the country at the cost
of more than Rs 2,500 crore. 

The Ministry and Sports
Authority of India are working
in a mission mode, supporting
athletes and other stakehold-
ers in the sporting ecosystem
through various initiatives
under the Khelo India Scheme
including the establishment of
district-level Khelo India
Centres, Khelo India State
Centres of Excellence, organiz-
ing annual Khelo India Games
, community coaching devel-
opment programmes (e-Khel
Pathshala), promotion of
women’s participation in sports
through women sporting
leagues in various sporting dis-
ciplines, large-scale sports and
fitness promotion events
through the FIT India pro-
gramme. The scheme has a
robust early-stage talent iden-
tification and development

mechanism through which
talented sportspersons in var-
ious sports disciplines are
identified and supported
through an out-of-pocket
allowance and training support
through Khel India Accredited
Academies. 

At present, there are 2745
identified sporting talents
across 21 sports disciplines
(including Para sports) select-
ed under Talent Search &
Development. These budding
athletes are being groomed to
be our future Olympic
Medallists. A total of 264
Sports Academies (190 Non-
SAI and 74 NCOE & SAI)
have been accredited for the
training of athletes identified
under the Khelo India scheme
across the country. The iden-
tified athletes have state-of-
the-art training programmes
designed for them at these
academies. Sports competi-
tions and programmes are
organized for youth living in
extremism and terrorism-
infested areas so that the
energy of the youth can be
channelized, constructively.
In addition to promoting
rural and indigenous games,
persons with disabilities are
supported through the Khel
India Scheme.

(The writer is a senior 
journalist and Chairman of

the Panwar Group of
Institutions, Solan, Himachal
Pradesh. The views expressed

are personal)
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More than 50 per
cent of the
increased alloca-
tion of Rs 723.97
crore in the recent

Union Budget to “Khelo India”,
the nation’s flagship sports devel-
opment programme, is a timely
step in the right direction. It is
heartening to note that an
increase of Rs 439 crore for
Khelo India carries the sports
budget to a new high of Rs
3,397.32 crore- Khelo India’s bud-
get of Rs 1,045 crore accounts for
just under a third of the total allo-
cation. Last year, the sports bud-
get saw an increase of Rs 305.58
crore whereas this year the reflect-
ed gross increase stands at over Rs
700 crore. The Sports Authority
of India (SAI) budget has seen
only a marginal increase of Rs
36.09 crore for a total of Rs
785.82 crore. The National Sports
Federations will receive Rs 325
crore as against Rs 280 crore last
year. The National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) is all set to
receive funding of Rs 21.73 crore
while the National Dope Testing
Laboratory (NDTL) shall get Rs
19.50 crore. National Centre of
Sports Science and Research
(NCSSR) received Rs 13 crore.
However, some downsides have
also been noticed. 

The incentives for sportsper-
sons comes down from Rs 55
crore last year to Rs 45 crore and
the National Sports Development
Fund (NSDF) stands at Rs 15
crore, down by one crore from the
previous budget. Obviously, the
sports budget received apprecia-
tion from all stakeholders.
Welcoming the overall increase in
the sports budget, the Director
General of the Confederation of
Sports and Recreation Industry
(CSRI), Rajpal Singh said that the
government should grant indus-
try status to the sports sector.
“The inclusion of the sports
industry in the Harmonized
Master List of Infrastructure sub-
sectors will make it eligible for
long term financial support from
the banks”, he added. 

In the given situation of ram-
pant drug abuse and the prevail-
ing lethargic attitude amongst our
young generation, the heavy allo-
cation of the budget for sporting
activities is a positive develop-
ment for society in general and
the youth in particular.
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In the wake of the increasing use of
artificial intelligence (AI) in journal-
ism, data journalism and the nature
of storytelling are taking shifts
which have further invited deliber-

ations on news values, the political econ-
omy of news media and media ethics.
There is no doubt that AI tools are
immensely contributing to the news
industry. Subsequently, there are paradigm
shifts in the realm of journalism, as a form
of art and profession. However, excessive
and unstructured use of technologies in
newsrooms has plummeted to various ail-
ments in the media industries. Inculcated
forays of AI into newsrooms have accu-
mulated pointless pitfalls.

Due to the bottlenecks that such com-
plicated and opaque systems pose for
undermining accountability, decision-mak-
ing, and professional judgment, this intel-
ligibility issue is especially acute for public
service media. Unravelling the dichotomy
between the Global North and Global South
has further worsened the feasibility of using
AI tools in data journalism. Inclusive jour-
nalism has become a distant dream.
Moreover, there are other several uniden-
tified factors plaguing the news industry,
that are to be scientifically probed.

Tellingly, journalism is the process of
gathering, analysing, producing, and pre-
senting news and information. History
demonstrates that society tends to have
more news and information the more
democratic it is. Journalism as a means of
craft and business remains a dynamic field
at the same time. With the pace of time and
demand, data journalism is increasingly sig-
nificant these days. And subsequently, this
approach to storytelling is getting apparent
in newsrooms across the globe.

The practice of reporting on facts while
using structured data as the central ele-
ment of the narrative and managing it
impartially is known as data journalism.
It covers an expanding range of storytelling
tools, methods, and approaches. It can
include everything from conventional
computer-assisted reporting to the most
cutting-edge news applications and data
visualization. The overarching objective is
a journalistic one: disseminating data
and analysis to help us all learn more about

(Biswal is an Associate
Professor and Head of

the Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication, at

Rama Devi Women's
University,

Bhubaneswar. Kulkarni
is a Research Professor
and Associate Director

of the Institute of
Artificial Intelligence,
at MIT World Peace

University, Pune)

pressing current affairs.
Digital tools are used to

streamline data collection in data
journalism, which is news-making
that is fuelled by quicker data col-
lection and visualization and first
emerged in the US in the 1950s.
Probability and computation play
a large role in data journalism. Big
data has the potential to produce
news more quickly and with
greater depth than ever before.
Like the internet, big data is an
infinite reservoir of ever-expand-
ing data that belongs to no one in
particular. Big data can be used for
a wide range of intricate tasks with
the right equipment and person-
nel, including improving public
healthcare in smart cities and
personality-based psychometric
profiling.

Applications with AI that use
big data from the media can
search through millions of forums
and social media posts. By
analysing the tone of social media
posts, forum posts, emails to gov-
ernment agencies, and other
sources of information, sentiment-
based big data in media can reveal
the underlying problems in a par-
ticular area. In these posts, ele-
ments like the use of negative or
positive sentences, word choice,
length and readability of posts, and
the characteristics of images or
other media within the posts are
evaluated to ascertain the mood of
the public in a specific area. News
networks can use technology to
bring the issues of citizens to the
attention of the ruling government
once it has developed sufficiently
and is more practical to use for
journalism.

AI tools have become instru-
mental in mitigating the biases in
mainstream journalism. Because of
the polarization of news coverage,
viewers enjoy picking sides and
demonizing people who disagree
with their way of thinking and opin-
ions. Even though from a TRP

standpoint this may be profitable for
news channels, if it is not addressed
in the beginning it can eventually
cause a fractured society.

News outlets can publish and
curate content using machine learn-
ing and AI to make data journalism
impartial and unbiased. Machine
learning involves finding distinctive
and subtle patterns in vast amounts
of data. This enables AI-based
applications to distinguish between
authentic data and fake data with
great clarity. Data journalists can
produce factually accurate articles
and news reports once the non-fac-
tual data has been separated from
it. News production becomes more
moral when using this method to
develop new campaigns. 

The impact of AI extends
beyond the newsrooms of a specif-
ic news network. Media companies
can more effectively manage their
financial operations thanks to tech-
nology, big data, and NLP. Through
data-driven financial management
and expense control, these technolo-
gies enable media businesses to
make money by simplifying the
analysis of financial documentation.
In addition to identifying instances
of fraud and errors in financial state-
ments, AI-based accounting systems
can also lower the number of false
positives in fraud detection. False
positives are decreased, which low-
ers the costs associated with finan-
cial fraud investigations that would
otherwise be incurred. News net-
works are safe when it comes to
complying with financial regulations
thanks to a well-calibrated financial
management framework guaran-
teed by AI and big data in media
and journalism. 

AI, big data analytics, and
machine learning will support
human journalists and remove
human error from newsgathering,
making journalism more integrity-
driven. To be fair, the news media
is regarded as the fourth pillar of any
democracy. Data journalism must

uphold this goal to strengthen soci-
ety and preserve a nation's democ-
racy. Big data's emergence in jour-
nalism-related media is expected to
achieve this goal. The news media
cannot escape bias because it is a
global problem. But because AI's
machine learning algorithms are
trained to take accuracy into
account, it helps to reduce the sub-
jective interpretation of data by
humans.

The use of AI tools in data jour-
nalism has developed certain flaws
in newsrooms across the globe.
Certain newsrooms are not
equipped with AI tools and their
orientation towards technological
implications in Global South com-
pared to Global North remains
lethargic. The tendency of AI algo-
rithms to reproduce existing bias is
one of the main issues with their
growing use. At the moment, AI-
written articles can only be found
on straightforward, formulaic sub-
jects like stock market data and
sports scores.

Considering how quickly tech-
nology is developing, data journal-
ism will play a significant role in the
way we tell and visualize stories
going forward. Additionally, audi-
ences are becoming more engaged
and will anticipate seeing more jour-
nalism and articles that focus on the
power of the data. However, the
future of AI in the domain of data
journalism remains undecided.
Some newsrooms already use arti-
ficial intelligence to mine data,
develop algorithms, and produce
content automatically. Journalists
face new issues as a result of routine-
ly using this technology. Some
experts assert that we are in a tran-
sitional period and must decide how
this technology will be used in the
media going forward, particularly in
data journalism. It's difficult to
know exactly what all of the limi-
tations may be because we are still
in the early stage of the adoption of
AI techniques in journalism.
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Covid has also brought
to the fore the much
damaging mental and

social health-related issues,
making it also flagrant that no
force in the world can con-
front a situation of such scale
and complexity in isolation,
hence concerted global efforts
are needed. Here, the health-
related meeting held under
India’s G20 presidency may
be very effective in address-
ing the vulnerabilities and
disparities of the systems,
besides advocating holistic
and universal health and well-
being. Covid resulted in a
paradigm shift in the global
healthcare sector and larger
considerations of health
issues, which was largely seen
in the early meeting when
everyone talked of holistic
health and well-being. All

agreed on the point that the
dream of a ‘New Healthy
Self-Reliant Health System’ is
only possible when quality
health services are provided
to all equitably. Moreover,
increasing service accessibil-
ity to various healthcare sys-
tems leveraged with evidence,
accreditations, and the latest
medical technologies, is also
essential. 

Furthermore, integrative
healthcare based on evidence-
based traditional medicine
practices and modern sys-
tems may help achieve uni-
versal health coverage
through quality, efficiency,
equity, accountability, sus-
tainability and resilience.
These attributes also function
as the core principles to guide
the decision-makers in
designing comprehensive and

integrative health care. 
Here, health priorities

like health emergencies pre-
vention and preparedness,
strengthening cooperation in
the pharmaceutical sector
and digital health innovation
and solutions, are also high-
ly needed to achieve through
cooperation among coun-
tries, especially when the sit-
uation in low- and middle-
income countries is so wor-
risome, owing to a restricted
and uneven health care sys-
tem. Here, putting out a
dream of a new, healthy and
self-reliant health system and
a pledge to make available
affordable health services to
all, augurs a new age in the
domain. India’s focus on both
evidence-based traditional
medicine practices and the
modern system would be

much helpful in achieving
Universal Health Coverage. 

Recognising that the pan-
demic policy must be a defin-
ing part of our health policy,
as any health crisis of today
leads to a humongous eco-
nomic crisis of tomorrow in
an interconnected world, is
now becoming an essential
part of the agenda for our
preparedness and response

together. To meet future
health challenges, the budget
2023 has also announced a lot
of measures. 157 new nursing
colleges are proposed to be
established in co-location
with the existing 157 medical
colleges established since
2014. A mission to eliminate
Sickle Cell Anaemia by 2047,
will also be launched, which
will entail universal screening

of seven crore people in the
age group of 0-40. For med-
ical research, facilities in
select ICMR Labs will be
made available for research by
public and private medical
college faculties and private
sector R&D teams for
encouraging collaborative
research and innovation.

In India, a new pro-
gramme to promote research
and innovation in pharma-
ceuticals has also been
planned through centres of
excellence. The government
also plans to encourage the
pharma industry to invest in
research and development in
specific priority areas. The
B2B conference & expo on
traditional medicine under
SCO, scheduled from 2nd to
5th March 2023 at Guwahati,
also provides an opportunity

for regulators, industries and
business leaders in all the
SCO and partner countries to
deliberate on various aspects
of traditional medicine
aspects such as products, ser-
vices, education, skill devel-
opment, cosmetics, herbal
extracts, and further deepen
the trade and friendship
among each other in the area
of traditional medicine and
allied ?eld. With the G20
health meeting, budget 2023
and then the SCO meeting on
health, focusing on broaden-
ing health services almost
simultaneously, the founda-
tion and framework of a
global health architecture,
envisaging to equip countries
to face the next health emer-
gency with robust healthcare
systems, appears to be com-
ing into existence.
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(The writer is a senior
Journalist)



 !"#!$%&�'�()*+,#)- '��),�%�./�0102 ���#2�3

�
�� *7
37


King Charles III will travel to
France and Germany for

his first state visits since becom-
ing monarch, Buckingham
Palace said Friday, underscor-
ing Britain’s efforts to build
bridges with its European
neighbors following years of
strained relations caused by
Brexit.

Charles and Camilla, the
queen consort, will visit the
European Union’s two biggest
countries March 26-31, hosted
by Presidents Emanuel Macron
of France and Frank-Walter
Steinmeier of Germany, the
palace announced.

The trip will be an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the nations’
shared histories and values,
commitment to environmental
preservation and cooperation
on the war in Ukraine, the
palace said.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the trip is the fact that
it will be the first state visit by
a British monarch since 2015;
the late Queen Elizabeth II
stopped traveling abroad in her
later years.

The announcement came
just days after Charles met
with European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
at Windsor Castle and British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
announced a breakthrough in
talks to resolve the dispute

over post-Brexit trading
arrangements for Northern
Ireland.

Sunak will be anxious to
use the soft power of the
monarchy to highlight the thaw
in relations between the UK
and the EU, which have been
strained by Britain’s decision to
leave the bloc. The trip to
France and Germany is being
made at the request of the
British government and at the
invitations of the two govern-
ments, the palace said.

The royals will travel first
to France, where they will be
greeted by Macron and take
part in a ceremony of remem-
brance at the Arc de Triomphe
in Paris. Charles will later meet
with members of the National
Assembly and Senate and
attend a state banquet at the
Chateau de Versailles.

The French leg of the trip
will also include traveling to
Bordeaux, which is home to a
large British community. The
royal couple plan to visit an
organic vineyard and one of the
areas devastated by wildfires
last summer. 

Charles and Camilla are
scheduled to travel to Germany
on March 29, where they will
be greeted by Steinmeier and
Charles plans to address the
Bundestag, Germany’s parlia-
ment. Steinmeier will also host
a state banquet for the royal
couple.
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Acourt in Cambodia on
Friday found Kem Sokha,

leader of the dissolved
Cambodia National Rescue
Party, guilty of treason and sen-
tenced him to 27 years impris-
onment to be served under
house arrest.

The Phnom Penh
Municipal Court said he had
colluded with a foreign power
from 2010 until his arrest in
September 2017. It said he had
one month to file an appeal
against its ruling.

The Cambodia National
Rescue Party was dissolved
shortly after his 2017 arrest on
related charges.

The ruling, four months
ahead of a general election, is
the latest blow against the
opposition, which has faced
years of legal harassment from
the government of Prime
Minister Hun Sen. Kem Sokha,
69, is the country's most promi-
nent opposition politician not
in exile — others having fled
abroad to escape what were
generally seen as politically
inspired prosecutions.

The court said Kem Sokha
is barred from all political
activity, including voting, and
not allowed to meet with out-
siders, Cambodian or foreign,
except for family members.
He may leave the house only
with the court's permission.

Kem Sokha was head of the
Cambodia National Rescue
Party when he was arrested in
September 2017 based on an
old video that showed him
speaking at a seminar about
receiving advice from US pro-
democracy groups. Prime
Minister Hun Sen’s govern-
ment said it was proof of col-
lusion with a foreign power to
illegally take power.

His arrest marked the
beginning of a fierce cam-
paign by the government to use
the courts — widely considered
to be under its influence — to
silence its critics in the politi-
cal and media spheres or drive
them out of the country.

Kem Sokha’s trial started in
January 2020 but was soon sus-
pended due to the coronavirus
outbreak and resumed in 2022.
The maximum sentence would
have been 30 years.

The popular CNRP was
seen as an electoral threat to
Hun Sen’s Cambodian People’s
Party ahead of the 2018 gener-
al election. Kem Sokha's arrest

was swiftly followed by the dis-
solution of the party by the
Supreme Court in November
2017, after the government
accused it of plotting its over-
throw.

The CNRP had been the
only credible opponent of Hun
Sen's party, which consequent-
ly swept all the seats in the
National Assembly. Rights
groups and Western nations
charged that the election was

neither free nor fair.
Hun Sen's latest opponents

in this year'e election have
come under similar pressure.

Hun Sen has been in power
for 38 years and has vowed to
stay in office until 2028. He has
endorsed one of his sons to suc-
ceed him. 

He uses guile and threats to
exercise authoritarian power in
the framework of electoral
democracy.
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ABelarusian court on
Friday sentenced Ales

Bialiatski, Belarus’ top human
rights advocate and one of the
winners of the 2022 Nobel
Peace Prize, to 10 years in
prison.

Bialiatski and three other
top figures of the Viasna
human rights centre he
founded were convicted of
financing actions violating
public order and smuggling,
Viasna reported Friday.

Valiantsin Stefanovich
was given a nine-year sen-
tence; Uladzimir Labkovicz
seven years; and Dzmitry
Salauyou was sentenced to
eight years in prison in absen-
tia.

Bialiatski and two of his
associates were arrested and
jailed after massive protests
over a 2020 election that gave
authoritarian President
Alexander Lukashenko a new
term in office. Salauyou man-
aged to leave Belarus before he
was arrested.

Lukashenko, who has
ruled the ex-Soviet country
with an iron fist since 1994,
unleashed a brutal crackdown
on the protesters, the largest
in the country’s history.

More than 35,000 people
were arrested, and thousands
were beaten by police.

During the trial, which
took place behind closed
doors, the 60-year-old
Bialiatski and his colleagues
were held in a caged enclosure
in the courtroom. They have
spent 21 months behind bars
since the arrest.

In the photos from the
courtroom released on Friday
by Belarus’ state news agency
Belta, Bialiatksi, clad in black
clothes, looked wan, but calm.

Viasna said after the ver-
dict that all four activists have
maintained their innocence.

In his final address to the
court, he urged the authorities
to “stop the civil war in
Belarus.” Bialiatski said it
became obvious to him from
the case files that “the inves-
tigators were fulfilling the
task they were given: to
deprive Viasna human rights
advocates of freedom at any
cost, destroy Viasna and stop
our work.”

Exiled Belarusian opposi-
tion leader Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya denounced
the court verdict on Friday as
“appalling.” “We must do
everything to fight against
this shameful injustice (and)
free them,” Tsikhaouskaya
wrote in a tweet.

The Norwegian Helsinki
Committee, a non-govern-
mental organisation working
to ensure that human rights
are respected in practice, said
that it was “shocked by the
cynicism behind the sen-
tences that were just issued to
our Belarusian friends in
Minsk.”

“The trial shows how
Lukashenka’s regime punish-
es our colleagues, human
rights defenders, for standing
up against the oppression and
injustice,” Secretary General
Berit Lindeman said in a
statement.
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China accused Washington
on Friday of improperly

attacking Chinese companies
after genetics analysis giant
BGI Group and 17 others were
hit with curbs on access to US
technology on security or
human rights grounds.

The Commerce
Department said it saw a dan-
ger that two BGI units might
contribute to the government’s
surveillance apparatus, which
human rights groups say is try-
ing to create a database of
genetic samples that Muslims
and other minorities were com-
pelled to provide. 

Other companies were
cited for their role in the rul-
ing Communist Party’s military
modernisation or weapons
development by Iran and
Pakistan and suspected human
rights abuses in Myanmar. 

Washington has accused
China of trying to use civilian
companies to obtain processor
chip, aerospace and other tech-
nologies that can be used to
make weapons. Beijing retorts
that the US government is try-
ing to stop potential commer-
cial competitors.

The United States is “fab-
ricating excuses to suppress
Chinese companies,” said a
foreign ministry spokeswoman,
Mao Ning. She called on
Washington to “abandon ide-
ological prejudice" and “stop

abusing various excuses to
unreasonably suppress Chinese
enterprises.”

Mao said Beijing would
“firmly safeguard the legitimate
rights” of its companies but
gave no indication of possible
retaliation. The government
has made similar statements
following previous U.S. restric-
tions but often takes no action.

BGI Research and BGI
Tech Solutions (Hongkong)
Co., Ltd. were added to an
“Entity List” that requires them
to obtain government permis-
sion to acquire sensitive U.S.
technology.

Their genetic analysis
“poses a significant risk of
contributing” to surveillance
and repression of minorities,
the Commerce Department
said. It said there was a “signif-
icant risk of diversion” to mil-
itary programs.

BGI Group didn't immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment.

BGI previously denied
accusations it provided tech-
nology to surveil Uyghurs and
other Muslim minorities in
China’s northwest.

Beijing retaliated for earli-
er US restrictions by creating its

own “unreliable entity” list of
foreign companies that might
endanger China's national sov-
ereignty, security or develop-
ment interests.

Lockheed Martin Corp.
and Raytheon Technologies
Corp’s Raytheon Missiles and
Defense unit were added to the
restricted list last month after
they supplied weapons to
Taiwan, the island democracy
claimed by Beijing as part of its
territory. 

They are barred from
importing goods into China or
making new investments in the
country.
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Malaysian former Prime
Minister Najib Razak

was acquitted Friday in the lat-
est trial in response to the
multibillion-dollar looting of
the 1Malaysia Development
Berhad state fund.

Najib, who is serving a 12-
year prison term after losing
the final appeal in his first of
several corruption trials linked
to the 1MDB scandal, was
found not guilty on the charge
of tampering with an audit
report to cover up wrongdo-
ings. Defence lawyer
Mohamad Shafee Abdullah
said the High Court ruled that
prosecutors did not have suf-
ficient evidence to prove Najib
guilty of abusing his position
as Prime Minister and Finance
Minister to order amend-
ments to the 1MDB audit
report in 2016 before it was
presented to Parliament. 

“My client is very grateful
to Allah for the decision today
because it really uplifted his
spirit and the desire to fight for
his innocence,” Shafee said
Friday at a news conference. 

The 1MDB development
fund was set up months after

Najib became prime minister
in 2009. Investigators allege
more than USD 4.5 billion was
stolen from the fund and
laundered by Najib’s associates
through layers of bank
accounts in the United States
and other countries to finance
Hollywood films and extrav-
agant purchases that included
hotels, a luxury yacht, art and
jewelry. More than USD 700
million landed in Najib’s bank
accounts. He and his wife,
Rosmah Mansor, were hit with
multiple graft charges after the
saga led to his ruling coalition’s
shocking defeat in 2018 gen-
eral elections. Rosmah was
sentenced in 2022 to 10 years
in prison and a record fine of
970 million ringgit (USD 217
million) for corruption over a
solar energy project and is out
on bail pending an appeal.

Shafee said financer Low
Taek Jho — believed to be the
mastermind of the scandal —
remained at large. 

Former 1MDB CEO Arul
Kanda Kandasamy, who was
jointly charged with abetting
Najib and appeared as a pros-
ecution witness during the
trial, was also acquitted by the
court Friday.
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Sri Lanka’s election commis-
sion on Friday said it will

announce the new date for the
delayed local body election
next week after talks between
relevant authorities after the
Supreme Court ordered the
government to release funds to
conduct the polls.

The Election Commission
of Sri Lanka formally post-
poned the polls last week from
the planned date of March 9
due to a plethora of reasons
linked to the country's current
economic crisis.

The Commission’s chair-
man, Nimal Punchihewa, said
that discussions would be held
next week with the secretary to
the Treasury, the Government
Printer, and the police to
announce the date for the local
body polls.

The Supreme Court on
Friday issued an interim order
for the Secretary to the

Treasury to release the funds
allocated in the 2023 govern-
ment budget for conducting the
election.

The interim order came as
a result of the Chief opposition
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB)
party's lawmakers filing a fun-
damental rights petition in the
apex court, calling for a writ
against state officials who, they
alleged, were denying funds
necessary to conduct the elec-
tions. They claimed that Rs 10
billion was allocated for con-
ducting the local election in the
2023 budget.

President Ranil
Wickremesinghe hinted that
conducting the local election
with already lean state finances
would only impede his efforts
to revive the island nation's cri-
sis-struck economy.

But opposition parties, like
the SJB, pin the blame on
Wickremesinghe, also the
country’s finance minister, for
trying to sabotage the local

body election, fearing a loss by
blocking the funds from the
Treasury.

They also accuse him of
influencing the state officials
and the Election Commission
against the holding of the polls.

Commenting on the court
order, Leader of Opposition
Sajith Premadasa said, “the
historic order today on an
application made by the SJB
confirms the fact that democ-
racy in Sri Lanka is very much
alive and the independence of
our noble judiciary is further
reaffirmed”.

The election to appoint
new administrations to 340
local councils for a four-year
term has been postponed since
March last year due to the
ongoing economic crisis.

The ruling Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)
won the majority of councils in
the last election held in 2018.
It has suffered major splits
since the economic crisis.

Islamabad (PTI):
Pakistan’s Punjab province
will go to polls on April 30,
President Arif Alvi announced
on Friday, hours after the
country's top electoral body
wrote a letter to him suggest-
ing possible poll dates as
directed by the Supreme
Court.

According to the
President’s Office, the decision
was made by Alvi after “con-
sidering the dates proposed by
the Election Commission of
Pakistan”.

“President Arif Alvi has
announced the date of 30th
April 2023 (Sunday) for hold-
ing the general elections of the
Provincial Assembly of
Punjab,” the President’s office

tweeted.
Earlier on Friday, the

Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), in its letter to
Alvi, recommended that the
polls for the provincial assem-
bly in Punjab be held between
April 30 and May 7.

The announcement comes
two days after the Supreme
Court ruled that the elections
to the Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) assem-
blies be held within the stip-
ulated period of 90 days.

It, however, allowed the
ECP to propose a poll date that
deviates from the 90-day dead-
line by the “barest minimum”,
in case of any practical diffi-
culty, the Dawn newspaper
reported.
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Checks of all the human
remains recovered so far

from the scene of the deadliest
train crash in Greece's history
indicate the the number of peo-
ple killed in this week's rail dis-
aster still stands at 57, author-
ities said on Friday.

Recovery teams spent a
third day scouring the wreck-
age in Tempe, 380 kilometers
(235 miles) north of Athens,
where a passenger train
slammed into a freight carrier
just before midnight on
Tuesday.

The force of the
head-on collision and a result-
ing fire has complicated the
task of determining the death
toll. Officials are matching
parts of dismembered and
burned bodies with tissue sam-
ples to establish the number.

The remains were
being returned to families in
closed caskets following the
identification of victims
through next-of-kin DNA sam-
ples. Relatives of passengers still
listed as unaccounted-for wait-
ed outside a hospital in the cen-
tral city of Larissa for news.
Among them was Mirella Ruci,
whose 22-year-old son, Denis,
remained missing.

"My son is not on

any official list so far and I have
no information. I am pleading
with anyone who may have
seen him, in rail car 5, seat 22,
to contact me if they may have
seen him,” Ruci, who struggled
to stop her voice from cracking,
told reporters.

Health Ministry
officials said all victim identi-
fications would be carried out
by cross-matching DNA sam-
ples from relatives due to the
condition of so many of the
bodies. Police and civilian
forensics specialists set up
teams to run the complex,
round-the-clock identification
process, which involves two
stages: Matching body parts to
each individual victim and
then establishing identities
using DNA samples from rel-
atives of missing passengers.

Flags at the ancient
Acropolis, parliament and
other public buildings in
Athens remained at half-staff
on the third day of national
mourning, while national rail
services were halted by a strike
for a second day. Anger against
authorities in the wake of the
tragedy grew over reports that
the rail network lacked ade-
quate safeguards to reduce the
impact of human error. Not far
from the hospital in Larissa,
several thousand school chil-

dren gathered in protest in a
central square, chanting “You
never arrived, we will avenge
you!”

A demonstration
organized by student groups
was also underway in Athens,
where hundreds of protesters
chanting “Murderers!” and held
up white balloons for the vic-
tims, blocking traffic in the
centre of the capital.

Police early on
Friday searched a rail coordi-
nation office in Larissa, remov-
ing evidence as part of an
ongoing investigation.

The facility's 59-
year-old station manager, who
was arrested and charged with
multiple counts of negligent
manslaughter, is due to testify
before a public prosecutor on
Saturday.

Stelios Sourlas, a
lawyer representing a 23-year-
old victim of the collision, said
the responsibility for the deaths
went beyond the station man-
ager.

“The station man-
ager may have the principle
responsibility ... but the respon-
sibility is also broader: There
are the rail operators and pub-
lic officials whose job it was to
ensure that safety measures
and procedures were properly
in place,” Sourlas said.
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Lahore (PTI): Seventy-
five years after they separated
during the Partition in 1947, the
families of two Sikh brothers
met at the Kartarpur Corridor,
singing songs and showering
flowers on each other in an
emotional reunuion made pos-
sible through social media.

The families of Gurdev
Singh and Daya Singh arrived
at the Kartarpur Corridor on
Thursday for a reunion.

Emotional scenes of the
family reunion were witnessed
at Gurdwara Darbar Sahib,
Kartarpur Sahib where they
sang songs to express their joy
and showered flowers on each
other.

Both the brothers hailed
from Haryana and used to live
in Gomla village in
Mahendragarh district with
their late father’s friend, Karim
Bakhsh, at the time of the
Partition. Bakhsh migrated to
Pakistan along with elder
Gurdev Singh while younger
Daya Singh remained in
Haryana with his maternal
uncle. After reaching Pakistan,
Bakhsh moved to Jhang district
of Punjab province, some 200
kms from Lahore, and gave a
Muslim name (Ghulam
Muhammad) to Gurdev Singh.

Gurdev Singh passed away a
few years ago. Muhammad
Sharif, son of Gurdev, told the
media that over the years his
father had written letters to the
government of India to find the
whereabouts of his brother
Daya Singh.

“Six months ago, we man-
aged to find uncle Daya Singh
through social media,” he said,
adding that both families decid-
ed to reach Kartarpur Sahib for
the reunion.

He urged the Indian gov-
ernment to give visas to his
family members here so that
they could visit their ancestral
house in Haryana. 

Last year, two brothers
who separated during the
Partition reunited at Kartarpur
Corridor. Muhammad
Siddique, 80, from Pakistan and
Habib, 78, from India, met in
January 2022 at the Kartarpur
Corridor. They were also
reunited with the help of social
media.

The Kartarpur Corridor
links Gurdwara Darbar Sahib
in Pakistan’s Punjab province,
the final resting place of
Sikhism founder Guru Nanak
Dev, with the Dera Baba Nanak
shrine in Gurdaspur district in
India’s Punjab state. 
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South Carolina attorney Alex
Murdaugh was sentenced to

life in prison without parole
Friday, a day after he was
convicted of murder in the
shooting deaths of his wife and
son.

Judge Clifton Newman
asked Murdaugh if he had
anything he wanted to say

before sentencing him to two
consecutive life terms, and the
one-prominent lawyer main-
tained his innocence. 

“As I tell you again, I
respect this court. But I am
innocent. I would never under
any circumstances hurt my
wife Maggie and I would never
under any circumstances hurt
my son Paul Paul,” Murdaugh
responded.

“And it might not have
been you. It might have been
the monster you become,”
when taking large amounts of
opiates, Newman replied, not-
ing Murdaugh’s decadeslong
addiction to painkillers. 

Prosecutor Creighton
Waters said none of the victims
of the crime — members of
Murdaugh’s family and the
parents and relatives of his

wife — wished to speak on
behalf of the prosecution before
sentencing. 

“The depravity, the cal-
lousness, the selfishness of
these crimes are stunning. The
lack of remorse and the effort-
less way in which he is, includ-
ing here, sitting right over
there in this witness stand —
your honour, a man like that,
a man like this man, should

never be allowed to be among
free, law abiding citizens,”
Waters said.

Prosecutors asked for a
life sentence to hold Murdaugh
responsible for what they say
are decades of lying, stealing
and using his family’s consid-
erable clout in their tiny coun-
ty to his advantage. Any sen-
tence would have no chance of
parole.

As Murdaugh stood before
the judge to learn his fate, he
was in the same courtroom on
the circuit where his father,
grandfather and great-grandfa-
ther tried cases as the elected
prosecutor for more than 80
years. 

His grandfather’s portrait
hung in the back of the room
until the judge ordered it taken
down for the trial.
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Olivia Duke said she’s been
trapped in her home in the

snow-plastered mountains east of
Los Angeles for so long that by
Thursday the only food she had left
was oatmeal.

Snow ploughs have created a
wall of ice between her driveway
and the road in the San Bernardino
Mountains, and there are at least 5
feet (1.5 metres) of snow weighing
on her roof. While her power has
been restored, she only has half a
gallon of gas left for her generator
in case it goes out again.

“California is not used to this.
We don’t have this kind of snow,”
said Duke, a corporate recruiter
who lives in the community of
Cedarpines Park. “I thought I was
prepared. But not for this kind of
Godzilla bomb of snow. This is
something you couldn't possibly
really have prepared for.”

With Southern California’s
mountain communities under a
snow emergency, residents are
grappling with power outages, roof

collapses and lack of baby formu-
la and medicine. Many have been
trapped in their homes for a week,
their cars buried in snow. 
County workers fielded more than
500 calls for assistance Wednesday
while firefighters tackled possible
storm-related explosions and evac-
uated the most vulnerable with
snowcats.

Californians are usually elated
to see snow-covered mountains
from Los Angeles and drive a cou-
ple of hours up to sled, ski and
snowboard. But what started out as
a beautiful sight has become a haz-
ardous nightmare for those renting
vacation homes in the scenic, tree-
lined communities or who live
there year-round. 

Back-to-back-snowstorms have
blanketed the region repeatedly,
giving people no time to even shov-
el out.

Some resort communities
received as much as 10 feet (3
metres) of snow over the past
week, according to the National
Weather Service. So much snow fell
that ski resorts had to close and

roads became impassable. No snow
was falling Thursday, and author-
ities said they hoped to clear as
much as possible from the roads
while the weather was benign.

California Governor Gavin
Newsom declared an emergency in
13 counties late Wednesday and
called up the National Guard to
assist. In the northern part of the
state, mountain communities are
grappling with similar conditions,
though the population is smaller
and residents are more accus-
tomed to significant snowfall, said
Brian Ferguson, a spokesperson for
the governor’s Office of Emergency
Services.

“These are just areas that don't
typically get that much snow,” he
said of Southern California's moun-
tain communities. “It exceeded
the public’s perception of what the
risk is.”

James Norton, 39, said he and
his girlfriend have been stranded in
Crestline for nearly a week after
their SUV got trapped in the snow.
They’ve been racking up credit card
debt to pay for a hotel while buy-

ing TV dinners from a nearby con-
venience store. Norton, who lives
about 45 minutes away in San
Bernardino, said he is worried
about losing his job at an Amazon
packaging facility because he’s
missing shifts. He said they made
the trip to dog sit for a friend on
Friday and thought they were pre-
pared because he installed chains
on the tires of the SUV.

“We knew there was going to
be a snowstorm,” Norton said.
“We didn’t know it was going to be
a disaster.”

Firefighters have been evacu-
ating residents who are medically
vulnerable and have no heat or
damaged homes to a Red Cross
shelter set up at a local high school.
They have also been responding to
reports of gas leaks and storm-relat-
ed fires with hydrants buried in
deep snow, said Mike McClintock,
San Bernardino County Fire
Battalion Chief.

Two homes reported explo-
sions that are under investigation
but atypical for the area and likely
storm-related, he said.

More than 1,000 customers
lacked power as of Wednesday
night, he said. Many roads were
closed and emergency escorts pro-
vided to motorists earlier in the
week to access the area were sus-
pended as the region received a
fresh 2 feet feet (60 centimetres) of
snow.

About 80,000 people live in the
San Bernardino Mountain com-
munities either part- or full-time.
The county has fielded more than
500 calls on a hotline set up for the
emergency, many from people
seeking plough assistance, baby for-
mula and medicine, said Dawn
Rowe, chair of the county board of
supervisors.

Community members also
have been helping each other
through the Rim Guardian Angels
Facebook group. They responded
to requests to get an elderly man
with high blood pressure to a hos-
pital after he ran out of medication,
to provide bandages to someone
who suffered a deep laceration and
food to people who were trapped
in a rented house.
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Cape Canaveral (AP): A
new crew arrived at the
International Space Station on
Friday for a six-month mission,
after overcoming trouble with
one of the capsule’s docking
hooks.

The SpaceX capsule and its
four astronauts had to wait 65
feet (20 meters) from the orbit-
ing lab, as flight controllers in
California scrambled to come
up with a software fix.

It’s the same problem that
cropped up shortly after
Thursday's liftoff. Although all
12 hooks on the capsule
appeared to be fine, the
switch for one of them mal-
functioned. SpaceX Mission
Control urged patience, telling
the astronauts they could stay
in this holding pattern for up
to two hours.
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The US is expected to
announce a new package of

military aid for Ukraine Friday,
including —for the first time —
eight armoured vehicles that
can launch bridges and allow
troops to cross rivers or other
gaps, US officials said
Thursday.

The officials said the total
cost of the package will be
about USD 400 million and will
also include large amounts of
ammunition, such as rockets
for the High Mobility Artillery
Rocket Systems. It comes just
a week after the one-year
anniversary of Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, and as Ukrainian
forces are preparing for a spring
offensive.

Officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because the
aid package has not yet been
publicly announced. 

The so-called Armoured
Vehicle Launched Bridge is a
portable, 60-foot folding metal
bridge that is carried on top of
a tank body. Providing that sys-
tem now could help Ukrainian
troops as they launch the

expected offensive, and make it
easier for troops to cross rivers
to get to Russian forces.

Including this latest pack-
age, the U.S. has now provid-

ed more than USD 32 billion in
military aid to Ukraine. The
vehicle bridges and ammuni-
tion in the package will be
taken from Pentagon stocks

through the presidential draw-
down authority, so they will be
able to be delivered quickly to
the warfront. 

The aid will also include an

undisclosed amount of rounds
for howitzers, other ammuni-
tion, demolition munitions and
other equipment to clear obsta-
cles, spare parts and equipment

for vehicle maintenance and
repair.

The announcement comes
on the heels of a brief meeting
Thursday between U.S.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov at a
meeting of top diplomats from
the Group of 20 nations in New
Delhi. It was the highest-level
in-person talk between the
two countries since Russia's
invasion of Ukraine. But there
was no indication of any move-
ment toward easing the intense
tensions between the two
nations. Blinken said he told
Lavrov the US would continue
to support Ukraine for as long
as it takes.

Lavrov, who did not men-
tion speaking with Blinken
when he held a news confer-
ence after the meeting, told
reporters Moscow would con-
tinue to press its action in
Ukraine. 

The war had largely slowed
to a grinding stalemate during
the winter months, but both
sides are expected to be prepar-
ing to launch offensives in the
spring.
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German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz is visiting the

White House on Friday for a
private meeting with President
Joe Biden as both allies become
increasingly vocal about their
concerns that China may step
off the sidelines and supply
weapons to Russia for its inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Such a step could dramat-
ically change the war’s trajec-
tory by allowing Moscow to
replenish its depleted stock-
piles.

China is Germany’s top
trading partner, and European
nations have generally been
more cautious than the United
States in taking a hard line with
Beijing. However, there are
signs that may be shifting as

global rivalries grow more
tense. In a speech to the
German parliament on
Thursday, Scholz called on
China to “use your influence in
Moscow to press for the with-
drawal of Russian troops, and
do not supply weapons to the

aggressor Russia.”
The US and Germany have

worked closely together to
supply Ukraine with military
and humanitarian assistance.
But there has also been friction
over issues such as providing
tanks, and Washington has

occasionally grown frustrated
with Berlin's hesitance.

Maintaining a steady flow
of weapons to Kyiv will be crit-
ical in the war's second year,
especially with both sides plan-
ning spring offensives.

“We're proud of the col-
lective efforts that we've taken
together,” John Kirby, a White
House national security
spokesman, said Thursday.

He said the US has not
seen any indication that China
has made a decision on
whether to provide weapons to
Russia.

Scholz last visited the
White House a little more
than a year ago, shortly before
Russia invaded Ukraine. Very
little of Friday’s meeting will be
open to the public, and no
announcements are expected
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Russia is seeking an official
explanation from its ally

Serbia about reports that the
Balkan country has delivered
thousands of rockets to
Ukraine for its fight against
Russia's invasion.

Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova expressed “deepest
concern” about the reports,
which first came from pro-
government Russian media
last month.

“We are following this
story,” Zakharova said in a
statement posted on the
Russian Foreign Ministry
website late on Thursday. She
added that the possible arm-
ing of Ukraine represented a
“serious question” for Serbian-
Russian relations.

The media reports said a
Serbian state arms factory
recently delivered some 3,500
missiles for the Grad multiple
rocket launchers used by both
the Ukrainian and Russian
armed forces.

The 122 mm rockets were
allegedly transported to
Ukraine via Turkey and

Slovakia.
Serbian Defence Minister

Milos Vucevic has denied the
country exported the mis-
siles to Ukraine but left open
the possibility they could have
gotten there via a third party.

“If private companies buy
weapons in third states' mar-
kets and then sell them to
other companies in other
countries, that is not a ques-
tion for Serbia, that is inter-
national trade,” he said.

Serbia is Moscow’s closest
ally in Europe, with historic,
religious and cultural ties that
are bolstered by decades of
pro-Russian propaganda
campaigns in the Balkan
country.

Russia backs Serbia’s claim
over its former province of
Kosovo, which declared inde-
pendence in 2008 with
Western support. And Serbia
has refused to impose sanc-
tions on Moscow over the
invasion.

Western officials fear
Russia could use simmering
tensions in Kosovo to try to
destabilize the Balkans and
avert some attention from
the invasion of Ukraine.����,���������
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The Justice Department on
Thursday arrested two

Kansas men on allegations
that the pair illegally export-
ed aviation-related technolo-
gy to Russia and provided
repair services for the equip-
ment. 

Cyril Gregory Buyanovsky
and Douglas Robertson are
charged with conspiracy,
exporting controlled goods
without a license, falsifying
and failing to file electronic
export information, and smug-
gling goods in violation of U.S.
law.

The charges come as the
US has drastically ramped up
sanctions and financial penal-
ties on Russia since its invasion
of Ukraine began on Feb. 24,
2022. 

Along with thousands of
sanctions on people and
firms, export controls on
the Kremlin are meant to
limit access to computer
chips and other products
needed to equip a modern
military.
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The South Korean and US militaries
announced Friday they will hold

their biggest joint field exercises in five
years later this month, as the US flew
a long-range B-1B bomber to the
Korean Peninsula in a show of force
against North Korea.

The North has threatened to take
“unprecedently” strong action against
such exercises. It's likely that it will
respond to the upcoming training with
missile tests because it views it as an
invasion rehearsal.

In a joint news conference, the
South Korean and US militaries said
they will conduct the Freedom Shield
exercise, a computer-simulated com-
mand post training, from March 13 to
23 to strengthen their defence and
response capabilities, and separate
large-scale joint field training exercis-
es called Warrior Shield FTX.

Col Isaac L Taylor, a spokesperson
for the US military, said the field train-
ing will include a combined amphibi-
ous drill and that their size would return
to the scale of the allies' earlier biggest
springtime field exercises called Foal
Eagle. 

The two countries last conducted
Foal Eagle in 2018. They then cancelled
or downsized some combined drills to
support now-stalled diplomacy with
North Korea and guard against the
COVID-19 pandemic. Recently, how-

ever, the two countries have been
expanding their joint military exercis-
es in the face of an evolving North
Korean nuclear threat.

Friday's deployment of a US B-1B
was the aircraft's first such flyover in
joint aerial training with South Korean
warplanes since February 19. North
Korea is highly sensitive to the deploy-
ment of B-1Bs, which are capable of car-

rying a large conventional weapons pay-
load. It responded to the previous
flights of multiple B-1Bs by test-launch-
ing two short-range missiles the next
day. South Korea’s Defence Ministry
said the use of a B-1B demonstrated the
US determination and ability to use the
full range of its military capabilities,
including nuclear, to defend its allies.

North Korea test-fired more than 70

missiles last year, the most ever in a sin-
gle year, and several more this year.
Many of the missiles were nuclear-capa-
ble weapons designed to strike the US
mainland and South Korea.

North Korea has also threatened to
use its nuclear weapons preemptively in
potential conflicts with the United
States and South Korea. The US mili-
tary has warned it that the use of nuclear
weapons “will result in the end of that
regime.” In January, Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin said the US would also
increase its deployment of advanced
weapons such as fighter jets and
bombers to the Korean Peninsula.

Last month, North Korea’s Foreign
Ministry warned that the US and South
Korea would face “unprecedentedly
persistent and strong counteractions” if
they carry out planned military drills
this year that the North regards as
“preparations for an aggression war.”

Later, Senior North Korean Foreign
Ministry official Kwon Jong Gun said
the only way to reduce military tensions
on the Korean Peninsula is for the
United States to reverse its plans to
deploy strategic assets in South Korea
and halt joint drills with the South. He
said if the United States continues its
“hostile and provocative practices”
against North Korea, it can be regard-
ed as a declaration of war.

North Korea has previously issued
similar rhetoric in times of animosity
with the United States and South Korea. 
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One of Turkey’s leading
opposition politicians

indicated on Friday that her
party is breaking with a major
alliance formed to challenge
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in elections scheduled
for May.

A split in the opposition
bloc ahead of the presidential
and parliamentary elections
would be a major boost for
Erdogan, whose popularity has
been battered by a weak econ-
omy and his government’s
response to a catastrophic
earthquake.

Meral Aksener, head of
the nationalist Iyi Party, said
she was distancing herself from
the six-party group, known as
the Table of Six, over a dispute
about selecting the candidate to

run against Erdogan.
“I’m sorry to say that, as of

yesterday, the Table of Six has
lost its ability to reflect the
will of the nation in its deci-
sions,” she told a news confer-
ence in Ankara, referring to a
failed Thursday meeting to
nominate a joint opposition
candidate.

Erdogan is facing what
many consider his toughest
challenge amid economic tur-
moil and criticism of the gov-
ernment’s response to the
February 6 earthquake in
southern Turkey that killed
tens of thousands.

It has been clear for
months that the leader of the
largest opposition party, Kemal
Kilicdaroglu of the Republican
People’s Party, or CHP, had put
himself forward to stand in the
May 14 vote.
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Thousands of climate pro-
testers, young and old,

gathered on Friday in Berlin
and other German cities to
demand tougher government
action against global warming,
particularly when in curbing
greenhouse gas emissions in
the transportation sector.

A small pro-business party
that controls Germany’s
Transport Ministry, the Free

Democrats, has pushed back
against efforts to impose a
general speed limit, phase out
combustion engines and
massively invest in public
transport.

The refusal has frustrated
the party’s larger coalition part-
ners — Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s Social Democrats and
the environmentalist Greens —
as well as climate campaigners
who say Germany is missing its
own emissions targets.
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Thousands of Albanian oppo-
sition supporters protested

anew in the capital Tirana on
Friday, calling for the prime
minister’s resignation for alleged
corruption and mishandling of
the small Balkan nation’s econ-
omy.

Demonstrators gathered in
front of the main government
building in pouring rain, chant-
ing slogans and bearing banners.
They were addressed by Sali
Berisha, a former president and
prime minister who leads the
centre-right Democratic Party,
and former president Ilir Meta,
who leads the left-wing Freedom
Party.

The opposition leaders
renewed calls for Socialist Prime

Minister Edi Rama to step down.
Berisha exhorted protesters

to “Join us in this revolution to
throw down this criminal organ-
isation (the government) and
save Albania and its citizens”.

It was the fourth anti-gov-
ernment rally in a month. The
opposition accuses Rama and
his Cabinet of alleged corrup-
tion, links to organized crime
and poor economic policies.
They also blame Rama for the
exodus of young Albanians
seeking jobs in Western
European countries.

The government denies
that, arguing it has kept inflation
low compared to elsewhere in
Europe, raised the minimum
salary and subsidized electrici-
ty bills for families and small
businesses.

The opposition also has
accused Rama of involvement in
the alleged bribery and prefer-
ential treatment of a former
high-ranking FBI counterintel-
ligence official who has been
indicted in the United States.

Speaking in Parliament
Thursday, Rama refused to step
down saying the opposition
wanted “to politically exploit a
legal process in the US that has
no links at all to Albania, the
government or me personally“.

The opposition claims that
Rama corrupted Charles
McGonigal, who is accused in
the United States of hiding from
the FBI key details of a 2017 trip
to Albania with a former
Albanian intelligence official
alleged to have given him at least
USD 225,000.
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Axis Mutual Fund aims to
collect around Rs 50 crore

from the new fund it is launch-
ing next Monday during the
primary subscription period.

The fund offer — Nifty G-
Sec September 2032 index fund
— is an open-ended target
maturity debt index fund
investing in the constituents of
the Nifty G-Sec September
2032 index. Aditya Pagaria
and Hardik Shah will be man-
aging the new fund which has
no exit load. The new fund will
open for subscription on
March 6 and close on March
13, it said in a statement on
Friday.

The chief business devel-
opment officer at the fund
house Raghav Iyengar said the
company is looking at collect-
ing at least �50 crore during the
primary offer period. 
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The total trade volume at the
Indian Energy Exchange

(IEX) declined seven per cent
to 8,200 million units in
February on an annual basis,
due to lower availability of
electricity.

Sell side liquidity contin-
ued to be affected due to high
input costs, the IEX said in a
statement.

According to the bourse,
supply constraints are expect-
ed to ease in the coming
months due to the conducive
policy and regulatory initiatives
that will lead to an increase in
coal and gas-based generation.
This will also provide cost
optimisation opportunities to
discoms and open access con-
sumers. The overall trade vol-
ume on the IEX in February
was 8,200 Million Units (MU),
a de-growth of 7 per cent on a
year-on-year basis.

The 8,200 MU included
7,673 MU of conventional

power, green power trade of
341 MU, 3.74 lakh of
Renewable Energy Certificates
(equivalent to 374 MU) and
1.54 ESCerts (equivalent to
154 MU). ESCerts are Energy
Saving Certificates.

In February 2022, the trade
volume stood at 8,760 MU,
comprising 7,695 MU in the
conventional power market,
453 MU in the green power
market and 6.12 lakh
Renewable Energy Certificates
(equivalent to 612 MU)

According to the IEX, the
demand for power increased
due to unusually warm tem-
perature witnessed in February
across several parts of the
country, and sustained
momentum in economic activ-
ities.

While the average daily
volume traded on the IEX
increased five per cent on a
month-on-month basis in
February, the overall volume
declined 5 per cent the month-
on-month basis.
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Canadian billionaire Prem
Watsa-backed Fairfax

Financial Holdings Ltd (FFHL)
has settled with Sebi a case per-
taining to alleged violation of
mutual fund regulations.

Fairfax paid �29.25 lakh as
settlement charges to the reg-
ulator.

The order came after
Fairfax proposed to settle the
instant proceedings through a
settlement order “without
admitting or denying the find-
ings of fact and conclusions of
law”.

“The instant proceedings
initiated against the applicant
(Fairfax) vide show cause
notice dated October 8, 2021 is
disposed of,” Sebi’s Whole Time
Member S K Mohanty said in
the settlement order passed on
Wednesday.

In March 2018, Sebi
amended the MF (Mutual
Fund) regulation.

Under the rules, the regu-
lator does not allow any entity

to hold more than a 10 per cent
stake in more than one mutu-
al fund house. It also provided
one-year time to sponsors of
the mutual funds to comply
with norms for shareholding
and governance of mutual
funds, if they, inadvertently
acquire shares or voting rights
due to merger or acquisition.

It was alleged that Fairfax
was not compliant with the
provisions of mutual fund
norms even after completion of
the one-year grace period.

Thereafter, a show cause
notice was issued on October
8, 2021 for the alleged violation
of mutual funds regulations.
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Cargo traffic at the country’s
major ports increased

11.79 per cent to 65.45 million
tonnes in February from 58.55
million tonnes in the same
month a year ago, according to
Indian Ports Association 
(IPA).

The positive growth in
cargo traffic was recorded by all
major ports except
Visakhapatnam, Kamarajar and
Chennai Ports, it said.

India has 12 major ports -
- Deendayal (Kandla),
Mumbai, Mormugao, New
Mangalore, Cochin, Chennai,
Ennore (Kamarajar), Tuticorin
(V O Chidambaranar),
Visakhapatnam, Paradip and
Kolkata (including Haldia) and
Jawaharlal Nehru Port.

Deendayal Port registered
the highest cargo growth at
26.98 per cent during the
month under review followed
by V O Chidambaranar Port
with 26.04 per cent and Paradip
Port with 23.63 per cent,
respectively.
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The BSE is planning to rein-
troduce its Sensex-30 deriv-

atives and is in the process of
collecting feedback from mem-
bers, the MD and CEO of the
premier bourse, Sundararaman
Ramamurthy, said on Friday. 

The Sensex-30 derivatives
products (options and futures),
which were launched in 2000,
had failed to generate much
interest among investors com-
pared to the rival exchange’s
Nifty-50 derivatives. 

“We are trying to reintro-
duce Sensex-30 derivatives,
and have started the consulta-
tion process by taking the feed-
back of market participants,”
Ramamurthy said at an
Assocham-organised event. 

“The feedback will help us
in understanding what
improvements could be made
to the Sensex-30 derivatives
products to make those more
attractive to investors,” he said. 

The Sensex-30 derivatives
is made up of 30 of the largest
and most actively traded com-
panies on the BSE. 

The top BSE official, how-
ever, did not give a timeframe
for the relaunch.  Ramamurthy,
who assumed charge in
January, also pointed out that
the Sensex-30 derivatives is
similar yet different to the
Nifty-50. “When you have two
different but similar products...
There could be interplay
between the products, and
trading strategies evolve, help-
ing the marketplace in grow-
ing,” he said.
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Equity investors became
richer by �3.43 lakh crore

on Friday amid an overall pos-
itive trend in the market and
the benchmark Sensex jumping
nearly 900 points.

The BSE Sensex zoomed
899.62 points or 1.53 per cent
to settle at 59,808.97 points.
During the day, the benchmark
rallied 1,057.69 points or 1.79
per cent to 59,967.04 points.

The market capitalsation of
BSE-listed firms rose
�3,43,173.59 crore to
�2,63,42,218.11 crore.

“The market had more
reasons to cheer today than to

worry about concerns regard-
ing inflation. PSU banks led the
sectoral rally as reports of for-
eign investments in Adani
stocks helped the sector in
recouping the dampened sen-
timent.

“The sentiment was further
lightened as FIIs turned in
strong buyers,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services, said.

Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIs) bought shares worth
�12,770.81 crore on Thursday,
according to exchange 
data.

The embattled Adani
Group has sold minority stakes
in four of its listed companies

to US-based GQG Partners
for �15,446 crore as the con-
glomerate, recovering from a
sell-off triggered by a short-sell-
er report, looks to shore up liq-
uidity ahead of the $2 billion
debt repayment due in the
coming months.

Also, the Indian services
sector expanded at the
strongest rate in 12 years in
February supported by
favourable demand conditions
and new business gains, a
monthly survey said on Friday.

From the Sensex pack,
State Bank of India, Bharti
Airtel, Reliance Industries, ITC,
Tata Steel, IndusInd Bank,
HDFC Bank, Tata Motors,
ICICI Bank, HDFC and Titan
were the major gainers.

Tech Mahindra, UltraTech
Cement, Nestle and Asian
Paints were the laggards.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.68 per cent and midcap index
jumped 0.58 per cent.

All the sectoral indices
ended in the green, with ser-
vices rallying 3.17 per cent,
bankex jumping 2.13 per cent,
utilities (1.84 per cent), finan-
cial services (1.76 per cent),
commodities (1.69 per cent)
and power (1.60 per cent).

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Japan, China and Hong Kong
ended in the green.

Equity markets in Europe
were trading in the positive ter-
ritory. The US market had
ended higher on Thursday. 
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Billionaire Mukesh Ambani
on Friday announced plans

for setting up a 10 gigawatt
solar plant in Andhra Pradesh
as his oil-to-telecom conglom-
erate bets big on renewable
sources which can be convert-
ed into carbon-free green
hydrogen.

Speaking at the Andhra
Pradesh Global Investors
Summit, Ambani, Chairman
and Managing Director of
Reliance Industries Ltd, said his
group is investing �40,000
crore for rollout of ultra-high
speed 5G telephony network in
the state.

“This morning, I am happy
to announce that we will con-
tinue our investments and we

will invest in 10 gigawatt of
renewable solar energy in the
state of Andhra Pradesh,” he
said without giving investment
details. Reliance had in 2021
announced plans to create by
2030 capacity to generate at
least 100 GW of electricity
from renewable sources, which
can be converted into carbon-
free green hydrogen. 

It is also investing in setting
up giga-factories to manufac-
ture components for the green
energy value chain.

Ambani said his company
has invested more than Rs 1.5
lakh crore in developing oil and
gas discoveries it made off the
Andhra coast and in support-
ing gas pipeline infrastructure
to transport the fuel to con-
sumers.
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The size of the country’s
real estate industry is

expected to reach $1 trillion by
2030 from $200 billion in 2021,
according to a joint report
prepared by NAREDCO and
EY.

The report was released on
Friday at NAREDCO Finance
Conclave held here.

The sector is likely to con-
tribute 18-20 per cent to India’s
GDP by 2030, NAREDCO said
in a statement.

As per the report, there is
a favourable demand-supply
gap which will propel the
growth of this sector.

In a separate statement,
NAREDCO said that more

than 50 MoUs have been
signed among developers,
financial institutions and
industry body for financing
real estate projects.

“The total estimated value
committed on the MoUs is esti-
mated at over USD 15 billion
in which NAREDCO would
play the key role of a facilita-
tor,” the industry body said.

The objectives of the MoUs
is to mobilise funds from
national and international
funds to assist the developers.

The National Real Estate
Development Council
(NAREDCO) has set up a
committee to make it simpler
for developers to get funding
for projects on the basis of their
viability and merit. 
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The Reserve Bank of India
on Friday said it has

imposed a penalty of over
�3.06 crore on Amazon Pay
(India) Private Limited for
non-compliance with certain
provisions related to Prepaid
Payment Instruments (PPIs)
and Know Your Customer
(KYC) direction.

“It was observed that the
entity was non-compliant with
the directions issued by RBI on
KYC requirements,” the RBI
said in a statement.

The RBI had issued a
notice to Amazon Pay (India)
advising it to show cause as to
why penalty should not be
imposed for non-compliance
with the directions.

“After considering the enti-
ty’s response, RBI concluded
that the aforesaid charge of
non-compliance with RBI
directions was substantiated”, it
said.
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Shares of all listed Adani
Group companies rallied on

Friday, with Adani Enterprises
jumping nearly 17 per cent
after the group sold minority
stakes in four of its listed com-
panies to US-based GQG
Partners for �15,446 crore.

In three trading sessions,
the combined market valuation
of the ten listed firms have
jumped more than �1.42 lakh
crore. Shares of Adani
Enterprises zoomed 16.97 per
cent to settle at �1,879.35 on
the BSE. During the day, it
jumped 18.56 per cent to
�1,905. Besides, stocks of Adani
Ports rallied 9.81 per cent,
Ambuja Cements climbed 5.70
per cent, ACC advanced 5.11
per cent, Adani Transmission
jumped 5 per cent, Adani
Green Energy rose 5 per cent
and Adani Total Gas gained 5
per cent.

Shares of Adani Power

jumped 4.99 per cent, Adani
Wilmar climbed 4.99 per cent
and NDTV went up 4.98 per
cent. Most of the group firms
also hit their upper circuit
limits in morning trade.

In the broader market, the
BSE Sensex zoomed 899.62
points or 1.53 per cent to set-
tle at 59,808.97 points.

The embattled Adani
Group has sold minority stakes
in four of its listed companies
to GQG Partners for �15,446
crore as the conglomerate,
recovering from a sell-off trig-
gered by a short-seller report,
looks to shore up liquidity
ahead of the $2 billion debt
repayment due in the coming
months.


���� #,��413$8�

Tata Steel Vice-Chairman
Noel N Tata on Friday said

the issue of climate change can
no longer be ignored and Tata
group was aiming at net-zero
emission by 2045.

Noel Tata was here to pay
homage to Tata Steel founder
and doyen of Indian industries
Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata, on
his 184th birth anniversary. 

Tata Steel CEO and Managing Director T V

Narendran and other senior
officials of Tata group of com-
panies also paid tribute. 

The theme of this year’s
celebrations is “Geennovation-
Make Tomorrow Green”.

Addressing a gathering at
Bistupur Postal Park, Noel N
Tata said, “We have developed
a project that covers the entire
Tata Group-Aalingana
(embrace) which aims net-
zero emissions by 2045, pave
the way for circular economy

through sharing, reusing and
recycling; and preserve and
restore nature and biodiversi-
ty”. 

Noel Tata visited Tata
Workers Union office, besides
Steelennium Hall where the
exhibition on this year’s theme,
Geennovation, was organised. 

The Tata Steel Vice-
Chairman also visited iROC
(Integrated Remote Operations
Centre) and the technical exhi-
bition at SNTI-Tech-Ex 2023. 
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The rupee appreciated by 63
paise to close at a one-

month high of 81.97 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar on
Friday, as fresh foreign fund
inflows and positive domestic
equities supported investor
sentiments.

Forex traders said positive
PMI services data also boost-
ed investor sentiments.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.28 against the
American currency and final-
ly settled at 81.97 (provisional)
against the greenback, regis-
tering a gain of 63 paise over its
previous close of 82.60.

During the trading ses-
sion, the rupee touched a high
of 81.92 and a low of 82.35

against the dollar.
The Indian rupee touched

a one-month high on hot ser-
vices PMI data, said Anuj
Choudhary - Research Analyst
at Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.

The Indian services sector
expanded at the strongest rate
in 12 years in February sup-
ported by favourable demand
conditions and new business
gains, a monthly survey said on
Friday. The seasonally adjust-
ed S&P Global India Services

PMI Business Activity Index
rose from 57.2 in January to
59.4 in February -- its highest
level in 12 years.

“We expect the rupee to
trade with a slight positive
bias on improved global risk
sentiments and fresh FII
inflows. Weak crude oil prices
may also support the domestic
currency,” Choudhary said.

However, any pullback in
the US dollar amid rising
expectations of hawkish
Federal Reserve and concerns
over slowdown in India’s GDP
growth rate may cap the upside
and weigh on rupee at higher
levels, he added.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, fell 0.19 per
cent to 104.82.
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Gold price jumped Rs 160 to
Rs 55,940 per 10 grams in

the national capital on Friday
amid a rise in rates of the pre-
cious metal in overseas mar-
kets, according to HDFC
Securities. The yellow metal
had closed at Rs 55,780 per 10
grams in the previous trade.

Silver also climbed Rs 220
to Rs 64,700 per kilogram.

“Comex gold prices edged
higher in the Asian trading
hours on Friday,” Saumil
Gandhi, Senior Analyst -
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.

In the international mar-
kets, gold and silver were quot-
ing higher at USD 1,843 per
ounce and USD 21.03 per
ounce.
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IT services company Tech
Mahindra on Friday said it

will invest up to Rs 700 crore
in the newly carved out divi-
sion of products and platforms
in the next two years.

The Mahindra group com-
pany is already present in the
products and platforms busi-
ness with its acquisition of the
telecom sector-focused
Comviva and other offerings
which are delivering an annu-
al revenue run rate of USD 450
million, company’s chief exec-
utive and managing director C
P Gurnani said.

“In the next two-three
years, we are aiming to take the
revenue from products and
platforms to USD 1 billion,” he
told PTI in a virtual interaction
in Pune after making the

announcement about the new
division at ‘investor day’.

The investment in the new
division, to be led by
Gurugram-headquartered
Comviva’s team, will be Rs
500-700 crore over the next
two-and-half years, Gurnani
said.

The Comviva team, which
also has presence in
Bhubaneswar and Bengaluru,
has been tasked with leading
the entire products and plat-
forms play,he said.

Apart from telecom, Tech

M’s products and platforms
also extends to the banking,
financial services and insurance
vertical and other sectors in the
enterprise business at present,
he said, adding that Comviva’s
standalone contribution to the
USD 450 million pie will be
about USD 200 million.

Company’s president for
corporate development Vivek
Agarwal said the company will
be leveraging on existing cus-
tomers who will form the first
of the clients for the products
and platforms offerings, and
also the embedded domain
knowledge it has earned by
working for customers.

He also said the products
and platforms play will help
expand the margins for the
company, which has been
aspiring to improve on prof-
itability for some time now.
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In a move to safeguard cus-
tomers from fraudulent pay-

ment of cheques, state-owned
Punjab National Bank (PNB)
has made the Positive Pay
System (PPS) compulsory for
cheque payments worth Rs 5
lakh and above.

This will come into effect
from April 5, 2023, PNB said in

a statement.
Earlier, the mandatory

submission of cheque details in
PPS was set at �10 lakh and
above.

The PPS is a system devel-
oped by the National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI),
which requires customers to
reconfirm essential details
(account number, cheque num-
ber, cheque alpha code, issue

date, amount, and beneficiary
name) when issuing cheques of
a certain amount, it said.

This adds an extra layer of
security against any potential

risk while processing such
cheques, it said.

Customers can use the
PPS facility by providing the
cheque details through Branch
office, Online Banking for indi-
viduals and businesses, Mobile
Banking (PNB ONE), or SMS
Banking, it said, adding, the
details to be submitted one
working day prior to cheque
presentation/clearing date.
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India's women cricketers
will not only get the much-
needed exposure to take

their game to the next level but
also enjoy the perks of a cash-
rich tournament when the
Women's Premier League
(WPL) ushers in a new dawn
for the sport in the country.

The 21-match tournament
will commence on Saturday
with Gujarat Giants taking on
India captain Harmanpreet
Kaur-led Mumbai Indians in
the tournament-opener.

The WPL will not just be
about the creme-de-la-creme
of world cricket with huge
pay packets and reputations to
play for but also for someone
like Sneha Deepthi, who would
like to prove that motherhood
hasn't robbed her of the pas-
sion to play elite sport.

A certain hard-hitting Jasia
Akhtar from Jammu and
Kashmir will be eager to send
the ball soaring into the stands
and expect that people from
her state will take her name
alongside Umran Malik.

For the Kaurs, Jemimah
Rodrigues, and the Shafali
Vermas, the pressure and
arclights of a high octane tour-
nament will prepare them for
those tight games in global
tournaments, which they have
been struggling to close in
their favour.

The inaugural edition of
the T20 league — some would
argue was long overdue — will
feature a total of five teams and
87 players, with girls as young
as a little above 15 set to ply

their trade with and against
some the best in the world.

The competition consists
of an overall 21 matches
including two knockout games,
and will be played across two
venues in Mumbai, with the
iconic Brabourne Stadium
being the other.

WPL has created a com-
pelling buzz in the world of
cricket, with the five franchis-
es being sold for a grand total
of INR 4,669 crore, which
includes Adani Group's pur-
chase of the Gujarat franchise
for a whopping INR 1,289
crore.

The player auction wit-
nessed a total of INR 59.50
crore spent by the five franchis-
es, not only providing the
players with a further boost to
their financial being, but also
ensuring a promising road
ahead to young girls whose

India's star batter Smriti
Mandhana was the most
expensive buy at the auction
held in Mumbai — Royal
Challengers Bangalore (RCB)
bought her for INR 3.4 crore
and expectedly named her the
captain.

The franchise, which has
always put its trust on big
names of the cricket world but
yet to win a title in the men's
league, added Sophie Devine
and Ellyse Perry to continue
the tradition.

The second costliest team
in the league at INR 912.99
crore, Mumbai Indians will
embark on their WPL 2023
journey hoping to emulate the
unprecedented heights and
glory achieved by their men's

counterparts, who have won a
record five IPL titles

The incumbent India cap-
tain Kaur has been bestowed
with the responsibility of a star-
studded MI team, which has a
powerhouse squad comprising
England's Nat Sciver-Brunt
and pacer Issy Wong, New
Zealand's Amelia Kerr, South
Africa's T20 World Cup final-
ist Chloe Tryon, West Indies'
captain Hayley Matthews and
Australia's Heather Graham.

Kaur, the only player to
feature in 150 T20Is, has cap-
tained India to knockouts
round in the last three T20
World Cups which includes the
final of the 2020 edition.

Kaur would hope that the
competition will help India
bridge the gap with Australia
and England.

"I think this is a great
platform for all Indian players
because we have been missing
this tournament for a long
time," she had said during a
virtual media interaction on
Wednesday.

"Definitely for Australia
and England the WBBL and
Hundred have worked very
well and after those tourna-
ments they've got so much
young talent.

"After the WPL we are also
going to get some good talent
and I'm sure the difference
you're talking about (between
India and Australia sides) we'd
love to cut down. When you
see good talent coming up,
you're definitely going to make
a good team after the WPL,"
she added.

Gujarat Giants, captained

by champion Australian batter
Beth Mooney, consists of
Indian stars Harleen Deol,
Sneh Rana — also the team's
vice-captain — and the expe-
rienced Sushma Verma.

They also have a healthy
bank of overseas stars such as
recent T20 World Cup winners
from Australia, Ashleigh
Gardner and Georgia
Wareham, West Indies'
Deandra Dottin and England's
Sophia Dunkley, who will be
key to their campaign in this
WPL edition.

Former India captain
Mithali Raj is also an
indomitable figure in the
Gujarat Giants' camp in capac-
ity of the team's mentor and
advisor. She expressed her
happiness at the promise which
WPL brings.

"I'm just happy that it has
come to a point where
women's cricket now is a sus-
tainable sport on its own for
young girls in India. Not just
in India, even club cricketers
abroad in two-three years'
time, maybe even they would
probably want to be a part of
a set-up like this," Mithali
said.

UP Warriorz grabbed
Australia's aggressive wicket-
keeper-batter Alyssa Healy in
he auction and later
announced her as captain,
with India star Deepti Sharma
— the second-most expensive
Indian player at INR 2.6 crore
— as her deputy.

With a strong squad, the
UP Warriorz will hope to
make a strong dent from their
first game onwards.
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Indian wicketkeeper Richa
Ghosh jumped 21 positions to

move to 22nd spot in the latest
ICC Women's T20I Rankings
for batters released on Friday.

The 19-year-old from
Siliguri had a fruitful stint in the
recently-concluded T20 World
Cup and was the only Indian to

be picked in the ICC's Most
Valuable Team of the tourna-
ment.

With 136 runs at an average
of 68, Richa was the second lead-
ing rungetter for India behind
Smriti Mandhana (151). She
played three unbeaten knocks -
- 31 (vs Pakistan), 44 (vs West
Indies) and 47 not out (vs
England). The biggest gainer in
the rankings were Sri Lanka's
Vishmi Gunaratne and England
spinner Charlie Dean.

Gunaratne rose 95 places to
jump to 169th. The 17-year-old
entered the Women's T20 World
Cup having played only nine
T20Is for Sri Lanka, but
impressed in the group stage
against both of the eventual
finalists.

She scored a 35 against
South Africa and 24 against
Australia. Off-spinner Charlie
Dean rose 77 spots to 50th in the
bowling rankings, while jump-
ing 103 places to 77th in the all-
rounder rankings.
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India on Friday named South
Africa's Craig Fulton as the

new chief coach of the men's
national hockey team that fin-
ished a disappointing ninth in
the World Cup at home.

Fulton, who has nearly 25
years of coaching experience,
replaces Australian Graham
Reid, who quit after India's dis-
mal show in the World Cup.

Not just Reid, the team's
analytical coach Greg Clark and
scientific advisor Mitchell
Pemberton had also tendered
their resignations.

Reid, though, had guided
the Indian team to a historic
bronze medal-winning show at
the Tokyo Olympics.

Fulton said he would strive
to take Indian hockey to the next
level.

"It is an honour to be
appointed in the role of chief
coach for the Indian men's
hockey team. India has a deep
history and legacy of the sport
and I look forward to taking this
forward with the current team
which has some very promising
talent," Fulton said in a press
release.

Fulton has shown exem-
plary results in his previous
stints as coach. His rise to fame
started with a stint with the Irish
men's team as its head coach
between 2014 to 2018 when the
team qualified for the Rio
Olympics in 2016.

That was the Irish team's
first Olympic qualification in
100 years. The historic feat also
won him the FIH Coach of the
Year in 2015.

Fulton also worked as assis-
tant coach with the reigning

Olympic champions Belgium en
route to the gold medal in
Tokyo. He was also part of the

Belgian coaching staff during
their 2018 World Cup win in
Bhubaneswar.

Fulton was named Belgium
Coach of the Year this year.

In his illustrious career as a
hockey player with the South
African squad, Fulton played
195 international matches over
a span of 10 years.

He was part of the South
Africa team at the 1996 Atlanta
Olympics and 2004 Athens
Olympics. He has also played at
the World Cup and Common-
wealth Games.

Speaking on Fulton's
appointment, Hockey India
president Dilip Tirkey said, "I am
very pleased to state that Hockey
India has finalised Craig Fulton
for the chief coach's role with the
Indian men's hockey team. I
have had the honour of playing
against him and now I look for-
ward to closely working with
him in this new phase for the
men's hockey team.

"He comes with tremendous
experience in coaching and his
work ethics induces confidence
of raising the team's perfor-
mance in world hockey."

Fulton is expected to join in
the middle of the upcoming FIH
Pro League matches against
Australia and Germany in
Rourkela next month.

India will take on Germany
in the first match on March 10
followed by return leg on March
13. India will also play Australia,
the reigning Commonwealth
Games champions, on March 12
and 15.

In the Pro League matches,
Australian David John and BJ
Kariappa were named as inter-
im coaches, along with
Shivendra Singh.

John and Kariappa have
been working with the Odisha
Hockey Federation.

as a finisher.
Speaking about Virat Kohli,

Karthik said the Indian batting mae-
stro's dominance for close to a decade
is "unparalleled".

"What he has achieved as a person...
He has literally carried the team for the
last 10 years. His consistency and mas-
tery over the game, I don't think any-
body has achieved it in the world of
cricket for a very, very long time, his
dominance for about close to a decade
is unparalleled.

"We have to understand that there
are three different formats, and playing
three different formats itself is difficult
and then there he is averaging 50 in all
of them, travelling abroad scoring as
well," he said.

"I can speak about him a lot. He is
very chill, very easy, with the bowlers,
the young guys."
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Dinesh Karthik behind the mic is
something that World Cup-win-

ning former India captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni "really enjoys", the Royal
Challengers Bangalore wicketkeeper-
batter said, terming it "my biggest acco-
lade".

Currently commentating on the
India-Australia Test series, the 37-
year-old Karthik will be next seen in
action in the upcoming IPL.

He said a word of praise from
Dhoni made the job of commentary
special for him.

"I enjoyed commentary in the lit-
tle stints that I did. I think I enjoyed
speaking about the game, looking at it
very analytically, at the same time try-
ing to, you know, get something mean-
ingful across to everybody who's watch-

ing this sport.
"So, you know, I always tried to

make sense out of a situation in my own
way and tried to articulate it in the way
I thought it was," he said the RCB pod-
cast.

Karthik added, "And my biggest
accolade came from the person that I
least expected from - MS Dhoni. He
called me and said: 'I really enjoyed the
commentary. Very, very good. Well
done'.

"I was like, wow, thank you so
much. So, that is big, you know, obvi-
ously, he watches a lot of this sport. And
so to hear him say that was really good.
And I was happy that you enjoyed my
commentary."

Karthik had a fine season with RCB
last time around, scoring 330 runs at a
mind-boggling strike rate of 183 which
earned him a place in the Indian team
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Eder Militao's own goal hand-
ed a depleted Barcelona a

surprise 1-0 away victory over
Real Madrid in a stormy Copa
del Rey semi-final first leg on
Thursday. The Catalans arrived
on the back of two consecutive
defeats and without an injured
trio of key players — top scor-
er Robert Lewandowski, key
midfielder Pedri and explosive
winger Ousmane Dembele.

After their Europa League
elimination by Manchester
United last week and a first ever
loss against La Liga minnows
Almeria, Madrid fans smelled
blood, but left bitterly frustrat-
ed. Militao deflected a rebound
into his own goal after 26 min-
utes to split the teams and hand
Barcelona the edge ahead of the
second leg on April 5 at Camp
Nou.

The hosts had more of the
ball but failed to muster a shot
on target, while Barcelona
defended well. "This was the
game we wanted to play — not
with this result, but it gives us

confidence for the second leg,"
Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti
told reporters.

"We did not let Barcelona do
what they wanted, that's good for
us, and we just have to repeat it

(at Camp Nou)."
Asked if Barcelona deserved

to win or not, Ancelotti said it
was clear his team deserved
more. "No, that is obvious, we
had chances, but I think that it

was one of Madrid's best games
in terms of pressing high," added
Ancelotti.

"It was a bit strange, their
way of playing, but they have
learned very well, it's a very solid

team defensively."
Barcelona lined up with

Marcos Alonso out of position
at centre-back, after Andreas
Christensen was only deemed fit
enough to start on the bench.

Sergio Busquets made his
46th Clasico appearance, over-
taking former Real Madrid and
Barcelona greats Sergio Ramos
and Lionel Messi to set a new
record.
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Novak Djokovic says he will
learn his fate about being

granted entry into the United
States before the draw is
revealed at Indian Wells,
adding that he remains focused
on his campaign in Dubai in
the meantime.

Djokovic, who continued
his march towards a third title
in as many tournaments this sea-
son with a 6-3, 7-5 victory over
Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz in the
Dubai quarter-finals on
Thursday, is waiting to hear if
the US government will allow
him to enter the country with-
out being vaccinated.

The Masters 1000 event in
Indian Wells begins on March 8
and Djokovic said a decision will
be made one way or the other
before the draw for the ATP
tournament is conducted on
Monday at 15:00 local time.

“Whatever the decision is
before the draw, if I'm not
allowed, I'm going to pull out, of
course, before the draw,” assured
Djokovic.

The world number one,

seeking a sixth career title in the
northern emirate, improved to
5-0 against Hurkacz, 15-0 for the
season, and has extended his
overall winning streak to 20 con-
secutive matches, dating back to
last November’s ATP Finals.

“It was a challenging match
as it always is against Hubert.
One of the best guys on the tour
definitely, fantastic personality,
very lovable guy,” said Djokovic,
who now awaits the winner of
the late clash between Daniil
Medvedev and Borna Coric.

The 35-year-old faced zero
break points on his own serve
and was an impressive 12/13 at
the net, needing just 71 minutes
to close out the victory.

“I think he’s got one of the
best serves in the game,”
Djokovic said of the 11th-ranked
Hurkacz.

“In the second set, until that
11th game, I didn’t really have
too many chances against his
serve.

"Fortunately for me I also
found the rhythm on my serve
throughout the second set. I’m
really glad with how I played
under pressure.”
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Bayern Munich forward Sa-
dio Mane is in the frame for

a return to the starting lineup
in Wednesday's second leg with
Paris Saint-Germain, after
manager Julian Nagelsmann
on Friday promised "more
minutes" for the returning strik-
er. Speaking ahead of Saturday's
Bundesliga clash at Stuttgart,
Nagelsmann said Mane will
continue his return following
three months on the sidelines
after a leg injury ruled him out
of the World Cup.

The Senegal forward made
his first appearance since

November when he came off
the bench for 25 minutes in
Sunday's 3-0 win over fellow
title-chasers Union Berlin.

Nagelsmann suggested that
Mane would again feature off
the bench against Stuttgart.

"He's making a good imp-
ression. We will try and give
him more minutes," said
Nagelsmann. "It was a serious
injury but his fitness levels are
good. Sadio is part of the usual
competition for spots." Bayern
hold a 1-0 advantage ahead of
Wednesday's return Cham-
pions League fixture and sit
equal on points with Borussia
Dortmund in the league.
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Paris Saint-Germain defend-
er Achraf Hakimi, one of the

stars of Morocco's historic
charge to the semi-finals of the
World Cup last year, was
charged with rape on Friday.

Hakimi, 24, was charged
after being questioned by pros-
ecutors on Thursday about accu-
sations made by a 24-year-old
woman who cannot be identi-
fied. The Madrid-born player
trained with his teammates on
Friday.

A PSG spokesman said the
club "gives its support" to
Hakimi and "places its trust in
the justice system".

WPL: BEGINNING OF NEW DAWN FOR INDIA’S GEN-NEXT 
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There was no twist in the
tale as Australia turned
the tables on India with

an emphatic nine-wicket win in
the third Test on a track that
offered wicked turn and variable
bounce, confirming their place
in the World Test
Championship (WTC) final
here Friday.

Travis Head (49 not out)
and Marnus Labuschagne (28
not out) survived some anxious
moments before taking
Australia home in 18.5 overs as
the match got over in little
over two days.

Wins in India are rare for
the visiting teams and it is no
different for Australia, who
recorded their first victory on
Indian soil in six years.

For India, it was only their
third defeat in the last 10 years
and they will need to rework
their plans ahead of the final
Test, beginning in Ahmedabad
from March 9.

The pitches in the series
have also come under scathing
criticism but, going by Rohit
Sharma's views on the subject,
one can expect a raging turner
to be dished out at the Narendra
Modi Stadium.

India's batters have been
found wanting against the spin-
ning ball and Rohit wants them
to raise their game and find a
way to score runs.

The hosts managed only
109 and 163 in their two innings
here, with the top-order letting
the team down again.

"On pitches like these, you
have to find a way to score runs
and you have to find your own

method. We were disappointing
with the bat in both the
innings," said Rohit after the
loss.

Considering the way
Australia had collapsed in sec-
ond innings of Nagpur and

Delhi, "anything" was on the
cards on Friday morning.

Chasing a meagre 76,
Australia were favourites but R
Ashwin raised hopes of a mir-
acle by getting Usman Khawaja
caught behind in the second ball
of the day.

The ball turned sharply
and took a faint tickle on way to
the wicketkeeper. The wicket
added to the nervousness in the
Australian dressing room.

Labuschagne eased some of
those nerves by square cutting
Ravindra Jadeja for the first
boundary of the day.

Both Labuschagne and
Head, who is known for his
attacking approach, were look-
ing to defend in the first 10
overs, with Australia reaching
13 for one.

However, the momentum
changed decisively in favour of
Australia after the ball change
following the 10th over.

Ashwin was not happy even
after the change of ball and that
reflected in his bowling. Head
smashed the star Indian spinner
for a four and six over mid-on
in the 11th over as the premier
spinner was guilty of bowling
too full.

Head took the attack to
Jadeja in the following over, hit-
ting one straight over the
bowler's head, and that also gave
confidence to Labuschagne who
went for the sweep in the same
over to take the score to 35 for

one in 12 overs.
After that, there was no

looking back for the Australian
duo who had gained enough
confidence to go for their shots.

Labuschagne hit the win-
ning runs, a four over mid-
wicket, to complete a memo-
rable victory.
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India skipper Rohit Sharma

said his team was not brave and
lacked application in the third
Test against Australia but
described the nine-wicket ham-
mering as "one odd game".

"When you are playing on
challenging pitches you have to
bowl. We allowed their bowlers
to bowl in one spot. Not to take
any credit away from their
bowlers, Nathan Lyon espe-
cially. We had to try and be
brave, which I think we were
not," Rohit said at the presenta-
tion ceremony.

Lyon returned excellent fig-
ures of 8/64 in India's second
innings to pave the way for
Australia's victory.

"One odd game can happen
like that where things don't
come together, but even then
you need players to come
together and chip in.

"We wanted a few guys to
stand up but it didn't happen.
We were slightly behind and we
did not apply ourselves the way
we would have liked to," he
added.
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Steve Smith loves captaining in
India and likens it to a game

of chess, pushing one to stay a
step ahead of the match.

Smith, who filled in for
full-time captain Pat Cummins
while he was attending to his ail-
ing mother back home, led
Australia to a memorable nine-
wicket win in the third Test
against India here on Friday.

Australia's batting main-
stay, who was their skipper in the
previous tour back in 2017, also
prefers playing on spin-friend-
ly tracks rather than placid
wickets that takes the game to
full five days.

Reflecting on the win in the
most challenging of circum-
stances, Smith said he could not
be more proud of his team,
which fought back after losing
the first two Tests inside three
days. "They are pretty hard to
come by. For us to get on top in

this game particularly after los-
ing the toss, it shows the talent
in our group and the belief we
have got in ourselves.

"We screwed it up in Delhi,
letting that slip, but we had a

good break and good prepara-
tion coming here.

"It was about getting our
mental state right. It was about
trusting ourselves and our meth-
ods. It was about having faith

that we will succeed and taking
the result out of play.

"We are pleased to have
qualified for the final of the
World Test Championship,
which has obviously been on our

radar for a little while. To tick
that off is worth celebrating for
this team," said Smith after
Australia won their first Test in
India in six years.

Smith is among the

shrewdest thinkers of the game
and that shows in his decision
making on the field. In
Cummins' absence, Smith said
he has done his bit and relished
the responsibility.

"No, my time is done. It's
Paddy's (Pat Cummins) team
now. I'm glad I'm able to stand
in this week in the circumstances
obviously with Paddy going
home. Our thoughts are still

with him back home as well.
"Look, India is a part of the

world I love captaining. It's a
game of chess, every ball means
something. It's good fun mov-
ing people and trying to make
the batter think and something
different and just playing games
with them. It's probably my
favourite place in the world to
captain."

Captaining back home is
much easier, he said. "You think
back home in Australia, you
generally play with a third slip
or putting a square leg up or
back or pulling a third slip to
cover... There's not much that
goes on, you sort of stick to the
same game plan and trust what
you are trying to do there. "In
this part of the world, you have
to be very proactive. Every ball
is an event and that ball can dic-
tate what happens the ball after.
Something that I really love. I
thought I did it well this week
and it was good fun," he said.
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Humbled in Indore, an out-
right victory in

Ahmedabad will seal India's
place in the World Test
Championship final against
Australia but if Rohit Sharma's
team loses or plays a draw, its fate
will depend on the outcome of
the Sri Lanka-New Zealand
series.

Australia by virtue of their
nine-wicket win in Indore have
already qualified for the grand
finale at the Oval from June 7-
11. Australia are sitting atop the
WTC table with 68.52 percent-
age points (PCT).

Percentage points are calcu-
lated when points earned by a

team are divided by the points
contested for.

A team earns 12 points for
a win, four for a draw and six in
case it's a tie.

As of today, Australia have
148 points by virtue of 11 wins
and four draws from 18 match-
es. Playing for 216 points on
offer, they have a PCT of 68.52.

Even if Australia lose the
fourth and final Test against
India, they would still remain on
top with 64.91 PCT
(148/228×100).
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India's PCT is 60.29 after

earning 123 points in 17 Tests
(10 wins and 2 draws) so far.
India have lost a few points dur-

ing the course of this cycle due
to slow over rate.

If India win the last Test,
their PCT will go up to 62.5 with
135 points from a maximum of
216 on offer (18 Tests). They will
then retain their second position
and will qualify for final.

However, in case of a defeat,
India's PCT will drop to 56.94
and then they will have to
depend on the result of Sri
Lanka's away-series against New
Zealand.

In case of a draw, India's
PCT will drop to 58.79 and even
then they will have to wait for
the result of the Sri Lanka-New
Zealand series.

Ditto in case of a tie where
India's PCT will be 59.72.
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Sri Lanka's only shot at the

final qualification will depend
on a 2-0 victory in New Zealand
which is one of the toughest
away assignment for sub conti-
nental teams.

Sri Lanka's current PCT is
53.33 with 64 points from pos-
sible 120 (10 Tests).

If India happen to lose,
draw or tie final Test and Sri
Lanka win the series 2-0, their
PCT will be 61.11 with 88
points from a maximum 144
points at stake. But if Sri Lanka
draws even one game and win
1-0, their maximum PCT will be
55.55 which will be less than
what India (56.94) will have even
if they lose the final Test.
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Rohit Sharma has had
enough of the incessant talk

about the pitches in India. He
maintains that turning tracks
remain the team's strength and
wants the struggling batters to
find a way to score on them.

Speaking to media shortly
after India's nine-wicket thrash-
ing at the hands of Australia on
a pitch that turned square from
the first hour, Rohit strongly
indicated that another turner
awaits both teams in the final
Test in Ahmedabad from March
9.

His logic to play on spin-
ning wickets is simple. The
team has won 15 straight series
at home and remains favourites
to win the ongoing one having
already retained the Border-
Gavaskar trophy.

"Before every series we usu-

ally decide what kind of pitch-
es we would like to play on. It
was our call to play on pitches
like these. I don't think we are
putting pressure on the batters.
When we win all seems well. We
are not asked about our batting.

"It is talked about when we
lose. We have decided to play on

pitches like these, and we know
we can be challenged, but we are
ready for that.

"Honestly the pitch talk is
getting too much, every time we
play in India focus is only on the
pitch. We focus too much on the
pitch in India. I don't think that
is necessary," said the India

skipper.
The surfaces in Nagpur

and Delhi too attracted atten-
tion but the one in Indore
copped the most flak. The ball
was turning viciously in the first
half hour and uneven bounce
made the task tougher for the
batters.

Dilip Vengsarkar, Matthew
Hayden and Mark Waugh were
among the former cricketers
who thought the pitch was not
good for Test cricket. For the
third straight time, the match
ended inside three days.

"Former cricketers, I don't
think they played on pitches like
these. So I don't know honest-
ly. Like I said, this is the kind of
pitches we want to play on. This
is our strength. So when you are
playing at home, you always play
to your strength and not worry
about what people are talking
about.
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The legendary Sunil
Gavaskar on Friday came

down heavily on the Indian bat-
ters for their below-par show in
the third Test against Australia,
saying the "pitch played on
their minds".

"Batters actually didn't do
justice to their talent. If you look
at the Indian wickets, you will
find it is the Indian batters who
got themselves out, playing
some shots anticipating that this
is what the pitch is going to do,"
Gavaskar told Star Sports.

"If you look there is lack of
confidence because in the first
two matches, they did not get
runs, apart from Rohit Sharma,
who got a lovely hundred in
Nagpur. When you are short of
runs, there is just that little ten-
tativeness in their batting. And
you can sense that they were

feeling for the deliveries.
"They were not able to go

down the pitch as much as they
should have. They let the pitch
overtake them. It was the pitch
that actually started to play on
their minds, even in the first
innings but more so in the sec-
ond innings," he added.

Gavaskar said India were
60-70 runs short in the first
innings, after opting to bat
first.

"The pitch started to talk in
the first hour itself, so it wasn't
going to be easy but still if we
had made 160-170 in the first
innings that could have made
the difference," the batting great
said. Marnus Labuschagne was
handed two lives -- on 0 and 8
-- in Australia's first innings of
the Indore Test. The batter
played on to a Ravindra Jadeja
'no ball', before India erred by
not opting for a DRS.
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The ICC on Friday rated
the pitch used for the

third Border-Gavaskar
Trophy Test match at the
Holkar Stadium as "poor"
after Australia beat India by
nine wickets in a little over
two days.

The poor rating also
earned Indore, three
demerit points and will
remain active for five years
rolling period.

"ICC Match Referee
Chris Broad submitted his
report to the ICC express-
ing the concerns of the
match officials and after
consulting with captains
of both teams. Following
the assessment, the venue
has received three demer-
it points," the release issued
by the global body stated.

Broad said: "The pitch,
which was very dry, did not
provide a balance between
bat and ball, favouring
spinners from the start.

"The fifth ball of the
match broke through the
pitch surface and contin-
ued to occasionally break
the surface providing little
or no seam movement and
there was excessive and
uneven bounce throughout
the match."
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The Indian batters paid the
price for "complacency

and overconfidence" and were
over-eager to dominate the
Australian bowlers, on a wick-
et which offered sharp turn
and uneven bounce from the
first morning of the third Test
here, said Ravi Shastri on
Friday.

"This is what a little com-
placency, a little bit of overcon-
fidence can do where you take
things for granted, you drop
guard and this game will bring
you down," the former India
head coach told Star Sports.

"I think it was a combina-
tion of all these things when
you actually cast your mind
back to the first innings, see
some of the shots played, see
some of the over-eagerness to
try and dominate in these
conditions. You reflect back,
take a step back or two to
analyse."

Former Australia opener
Matthew Hayden too slammed
the Indian batters, saying it
looked they were playing to
save their spots in the team.

"Change of team too. KL
Rahul dropped. Some of those
things can be a bit destabilis-
ing, players playing for their
spots and their opportunities

can create a different mindset,"
he said.

The legendary Sunil
Gavaskar also criticised the
Indian batters for their below-
par show in the third Test, say-
ing the "pitch played on their
minds".

Hayden, however, was full
of praise for Australia opener
Travis Head, who scored an
unbeaten 49 to take visitors
home.

"It's incredible what hap-
pens when you show that atti-
tude and intent. That adjust-
ment in the mindset and with-
in two overs (there are) 20 runs
(and) bang. This was really,
really good batting," the 51-
year-old said.

"This can be said about
Travis Head. He was left out of
the first Test but came out with
a fire in the belly from the sec-
ond Test, something
Australians are known for.
Punching above our weight,
despite the conditions.

"What a good player
Travis Head is. He is becom-
ing one of the real forces in
world cricket. A remarkable
turnaround in momentum.
Great fight and they have
shown what they can do.
Australia was knocked out in
Delhi...Like Lazarus, now
they've emerged."
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Former captain Ian Chappell
believes getting India out

cheaply in the first morning of
the third Test here, on a pitch
that offered vicious turn and
uneven bounce, was key to
Australia's turnaround in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

The Indian batters lacked
application and were dismissed
for 109 and 163 in two innings
of the match.

"The key was to bowling
India out cheaply in the first
innings. Once they (Australia)
did that they gave themselves
a chance to get a decent lead.
It wasn't a huge lead but a
decent and useful one," the leg-
endary Chappell was quoted as
saying by ESPNCricinfo.

"And then, in the second
innings only having to chase a
low score after Australia lost an
early wicket and then Head, in
particular, decided to attack,

that's when Australia ran away
with the game.

"So for me the key was get-
ting India cheaply in the first
innings and that took a lot of
courage to turn things around
from what had happened in
the first two Tests," he added.

Chappell said the visitors
knew what they needed to do
to turn things around on the
tour, but lacked in implemen-
tation in the first two match-
es.


