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Terming infrastructure
development as the dri-

ving force to help India achieve
the target of becoming a devel-
oped nation by 2047, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday called for moving
India’s infrastructure develop-
ment into the top gear. 

“Infrastructure develop-
ment is the driving force of the
country’s economy...Now we
have to improve our speed
and move in top gear,” Modi
told a post-Budget webinar on
“Infrastructure and Investment:
Improving logistic efficiency
with PM Gatishakti National
Master Plan”. 

He recalled the initiatives
taken by his Government to
improve the health of the coun-
try’s infrastructure.

The Prime Minister is
holding a series of webinars to
delve upon various aspects of
the Union Budget 2023-24 pre-
sented by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in the
Lok Sabha on February 1.

He said that the latest
Budget will give new energy to
infrastructure. The PM said
India’s capital expenditure or
capex has increased five times
compared to 2013-14 and the

government is moving with a
target of investing �110 lakh
crore under the National
Infrastructure Pipeline.

“This is a time of new
responsibilities, new possibili-
ties and bold decisions for
every stakeholder,” he empha-
sised.

The Prime Minister told
the gathering that his govern-
ment is working to create mod-
ern infrastructure in all areas
such as roads, railways, ports
and airports. It would help in
enhancing competitiveness of
businesses and reduce logistics
cost. “Infrastructure has always
been important in the devel-
opment of any country. Those
who study the history related to
infrastructure know this very
well,” Modi said as he cited sev-
eral examples from India.

Modi further said that for
decades a thinking dominated
in India that poverty is a virtue
and as a result earlier govern-
ments faced difficulty in invest-
ing in the country’s infrastruc-

ture. “Our government has not
only pulled the country out of
this thinking, but it is also mak-
ing record investments on
modern infrastructure,” he said.

As a result, he said, average
annual construction of nation-
al highways has nearly doubled
since 2014, and electrification
of railway lines has increased to
4,000 route kilometers from
600 route kilometers. He also
highlighted that the number of
airports has increased to
around 150 from 74 in 2014.

Modi said PM Gati Shakti
Master Plan is a critical tool
that integrates economic and
infrastructural planning with
development and added “Gati
Shakti National Master Plan is
going to change the face of
India’s infrastructure and its
multimodal logistics”.

The Prime Minister also
stressed that the results of the
PM Gati Shakti Master Plan are
becoming visible. “With qual-
ity and multimodal infrastruc-
ture, our logistic cost is going

to reduce further in the days to
come. This will have a positive
impact on the goods made in
India, on the competence of
our products. Along with the
logistics sector, there will be a
lot of improvement in ease of
living and ease of doing busi-
ness,” he added.

Modi also emphasised that
the robustness of India’s phys-
ical infrastructure is equally
important for the strengthen-
ing of the country’s social
infrastructure. He said a strong
social infrastructure will lead to
more talented and skilled
youth.

The Prime Minister
stressed the need for skill devel-
opment, project management,
financial skills and entrepre-
neurship to accomplish this
goal. He also underlined the
need to develop a mechanism
for skill forecasting that will
help small and big industries
from different sectors while
also benefiting the human
resource pool of the country.
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Fake news played havoc in
Tamil Nadu with rumours

spreading fast that migrant
workers in Tamil Nadu, espe-
cially those from Bihar, were
being attacked.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin had to reassure his
Bihar counterpart Nitish
Kumar on Saturday that all
migrant workers are safe in the
southern State.

Tamil Nadu is known for
its hospitality and supports
people who come and settle
here, he said, adding, “People
who have come to Tamil Nadu
from the northern States and
live here will vouch for this bet-
ter than we do.”

Stalin promised swift
action, which resulted in the fil-
ing cases against three persons
for spreading rumours. 

BJP leader Prashant
Umrao, who is the spokesper-
son for the Uttar Pradesh unit
of the BJP, the editor of Dainik
Bhaskar and the proprietor of
Tanvir Post have been booked
for spreading rumours on
social media about the killing
of Bihar migrant workers in
Tamil Nadu.

Tamil Nadu BJP chief K
Annamalai too expressed shock
at the fake news about attacks
on north Indian workers. “We
Tamils do not support sepa-
ratism and hate propaganda
against our north Indian
friends,” said Annamalai.

Meanwhile the Chennai
Press Club urged journalists
working in northern States to
reach out to the Tamil Nadu
Government, the State Police
and media personnel to cross
check claims being made in
respect of migrant workers.
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Andrey Botikov, one of the
scientists who helped to

create the Russian Covid-19
vaccine Sputnik V, was stran-
gled to death with a belt at his
apartment here and police have
arrested a suspect in connec-
tion with the murder, accord-
ing to a Russian media report
on Saturday.

Botikov, 47, who worked as
a senior researcher at the
Gamaleya National Research
Center for Ecology and
Mathematics, was found dead
in his apartment on Thursday;
Russian News Agency TASS
quoted the Investigative
Committee of the Russian
Federation as saying.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major move, a select
group of Central

Government employees have
been given a one-time option
to opt for the old pension
scheme, according to a
Personnel Ministry order. The
employees who joined the
Central Government services
against posts advertised or
notified before December 22,
2003, the day National Pension
System (NPS) was notified,
are eligible to join the old pen-
sion scheme under the Central
Civil Services (Pension) Rules,
1972 (now 2021), said the
order on Friday. 

This option may be exer-
cised by the Government ser-
vants concerned latest by

August 31, 2023. The move
came following various repre-
sentations/references and court
decisions in this regard, it said.

“Representations have been
received...From the govern-
ment servants appointed on or
after 01.01.2004 requesting for
extending the benefit of the
pension scheme under Central
Civil Services (Pension) Rules,
1972 (now 2021) on the ground

that their appointment was
made against the posts/vacan-
cies advertised/notified for
recruitment prior to notifica-
tion for National Pension
System, referring to court judg-
ments of various Hon’ble High
Courts and Hon’ble Central
Administrative Tribunals
allowing such benefits to appli-
cants,” the order said.

The matter has been exam-
ined in consultation with the
Department of Financial
Services, Department of
Personnel & Training,
Department of Expenditure
and Department of Legal
Affairs in the light of the vari-
ous representations/references
and decisions of the courts in
this regard, it said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) is like-

ly to probe the role of 39 Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
officials and contractors in
connection with the poor qual-
ity of construction of Signature
View Apartments in Mukherjee
Nagar in North Delhi.

Following Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena’s directions, the DDA
lodged a complaint with the
CBI to register FIR against all
concerned for endangering the
lives of residents and for crim-
inal breach of trust.  

The DDA also conducted
a vigilance enquiry, following
the Lt Governor’s directions, to
ascertain the role of officials in
the case.

“In a massive crackdown
against ‘corruption and negli-
gence’ at the top level that has
put hundreds of lives at risk in
the structurally damaged
Signature View Apartments in
Mukherjee Nagar, the DDA,
following directions of the LG,
has lodged a complaint with the
CBI to lodge FIR against the
erring DDA officials, contrac-
tors/builders involved in the
case,” an official said.

Built in 2007–2009, the
complex comprises 336
HIG/MIG flats. In January,
Saxena ordered the “immedi-
ate initiation of criminal pro-
ceedings against the contrac-
tors/builders/construction

agencies and a vigilance
enquiry to identify all DDA
officials responsible for laps-
es/misconduct in the con-
struction of the said buildings
and subsequent criminal action
against the defaulting officials”.

The erring DDA officials
include three engineers, six
chief engineers, nine superin-
tending engineers, nine execu-
tive engineers, four assistant
engineers and eight junior
engineers during the period, he
added.

“The vigilance enquiry has
established ‘collusion’ between
the DDA officials and
builders/contractors that result-
ed in ‘compromising the qual-
ity and structural safety
requirement during the con-
struction’, thereby causing
wrongful loss to DDA besides
putting to peril the lives and
property of hundreds of resi-
dents,” the official said.

Continued on Page 2
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In yet another incident of van-
dalism against places of wor-

ship by alleged Khalistani sup-
porters, a temple was targeted
in Brisbane on Saturday. It
was the fourth such act involv-
ing a temple in Australia in the
last two months. External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
had flagged the issue to the
political leadership there dur-
ing his visit to Australia last
month.

The latest incident saw the
perpetrators defacing the walls
of the temple with graffiti. It
was noticed when devotees
came for their morning prayers
on Saturday morning as per
reports from Australia.

Located in the Burbank
suburb which is located in the
south of Brisbane, the Shree
Laxmi Narayan Temple in
Brisbane was allegedly van-
dalised by “Khalistani sup-
porters”, The Australia Today
reported.

A resident, Ramesh Kumar,
who lives near the temple, told
The Australia Today, “I am
aware of what has happened at
Melbourne Hindu Temples,
but facing this hate is a very dis-
tressing experience.”

Temple president Satinder
Shukla told The Australia
Today, “Temple priest and
devotees called this morning
and notified me about the van-
dalism on the boundary wall of

our temple.”
Shukla said they will make

a detailed statement after they
have a meeting of the manage-
ment committee with the
police authorities.

Earlier, another Hindu
temple in Brisbane, Gayatri
Mandir, received intimidating
calls from Khalistan extremists
based in Lahore, Pakistan.

Sarah L Gates, the Director
of Hindu Human Rights, said
the latest hate crime is a pattern
of Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) to ter-
rorise Australian Hindus.

Gates told The Australia
Today, “This latest hate crime
is a pattern of SFJ globally,
clearly attempting to terrorise
Australian Hindus. Coupled
with a barrage of propaganda,
illegal signs, and cyberbullying,
the organisation intends to
present all-pervasive threats,
fear, and intimidation.”

Gates later tweeted an
image of the Hindu community
fighting back after the attack on
the temple. 

Continued on Page 2
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Former Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia’s

CBI custody has been extend-
ed till March 6 in the alleged
excise policy case. The CBI
sought an extension for three
days, but the court only grant-
ed two days of extension.

Sisodia’s bail plea, on the
other hand, will be heard on
March 10. Special judge MK
Nagpal directed the CBI to pro-
duce the AAP  leader before the
court on Monday. During the
arguments, Sisodia’s counsel
also told the court about the
serious health condition of
Sisodia’s wife and said she is
technically in “vegetative state”.

On being asked by special
judge Nagpal how he was
doing, Sisodia said, “They are
not using third-degree. Every
day from 8 am they keep ask-
ing the same questions… It is
a mental harassment.”

Continued on Page 2
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I magine a private tutor that
never gets tired, has access to
massive amounts of data and is
free for everyone. In 1966,
Stanford philosophy professor

Patrick Suppes did just that when he
made this prediction: One day,
computer technology would evolve so
that ‘millions of schoolchildren’ would
have access to a personal tutor. He
said the conditions would be just like
the young prince Alexander the Great
being tutored by Aristotle.Now, ChatGPT, a new artificial

intelligence-powered chatbot with
advanced conversational abilities, may
have the capability to become such a
tutor. ChatGPT has collected huge
amounts of data on a wide range of
topics and can pass graduate school
exams. As a researcher who studies
how computers can be used to help
people learn, I think ChatGPT can be
used to help students excel
academically. However, in its current
form, ChatGPT shows an inability to
stay focused on one particular task, let
alone tutoring.Philosophy, engineering and

artificial intelligence scholars
envisioned using the computer as an
“intelligent tutor” well before the
internet became a global commercial
network in the 1990s. I believe lessons
from developing those early tutoring
systems can offer insight into how
students and educators can best make
use of ChatGPT as a tutor in the
future.
�������	
��
�����	
Suppes – the Stanford philosophy

professor – was a pioneer of a field
called “computer-assisted instruction”.
He developed some of the earliest
educational software. That software
provided individual instruction via
computer and led students to have
better test results than those who
didn’t use the program. I worked for
Suppes in developing software and
other online programs from 2004 to
2012.

Since then, experiments in
building “intelligent tutors” to help
students have driven advances in

artificial intelligence, social networks
and computer hardware. And today,
the abilities of ChatGPT to write
essays, answer philosophical questions
and solve computer coding problems
may finally achieve Suppes’ goal of
truly personalised tutoring via
computer.
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In 1972, a new personalised

learning system called PLATO, for
Programmed Logic for Automated
Teaching Operations, made its debut.
It was the first widely available
personalised learning system of its
kind.

Created by Don Bitzer, a professor
of electrical engineering at the
University of Illinois, PLATO allowed
up to 1,000 students to be logged onto
a mainframe computersimultaneously. Each student could

complete different online courses in
foreign languages, music, math and
many other subjects while receiving
feedback from the computer on their
work.

PLATO enabled students to reach
the same level of achievement as in-
person classes in less time. And most
students preferred this mode of
instruction over sitting in a large
lecture class. Yet, the system was too
expensive to be used by many colleges
and universities. Each computer
terminal was marketed at over
US$8,000 – about $58,000 today –
and schools were charged additional
fees every time a student used the
system. Still, PLATO’s success with
students inspired a number of
companies to create software that
provided a similar kind of tutoring,
including the College Curriculum
Corporation, which was co-founded
by Suppes.Popular personal computer

brands, such as Apple and
Commodore, advertised the
availability of educational software as
a reason for families to invest in a
home computer.By 1985 resM ll

software using advances in artificial
intelligence and cognitive psychology.
They claimed that the current
technology had advanced to a level
that enabled computer systems to be
designed to serve as effective as
human tutors. However, even though
there were over 10,000 pieces of
educational software available at the
time, much of it was of fairly low
quality and did not provide real
tutoring.

Although the more advanced
designs of the educational software
developed at Carnegie Mellon enabled
students to learn significantly more
than students in traditional
classrooms, they were not widely used
in schools.In the 1980s and 1990s, a school

would need a sizable number of
expensive, high-powered computer
workstations for students to use an
intelligent tutor. Today, the computers
are much more powerful and much
less expensive.And early intelligent tutors were

used primarily in math, science and
technology courses, which limited
their appeal. Students could not ask
the software programs a question.
However, students could get feedback
on answers to quizzes and tests.

In 2001, the next generation of
intelligent tutoring systems was able
to have conversations with students in
written English. These systems, early
chatbots, used advances in natural
language processing to have dialogues
with students about a range of
subjects. Each system was designed
specifically for one subject, such as
physics. Adding another subject, like
English, would require its own
specialised tutoring system.The next few years brought three

developments, which enabled a
forward leap in achieving the dream
of computerised tutoring. One was the
availability of broadband internet,
which was faster than the dial-up
connections of the 19was th

research in artificial intelligence,
which led to the development of what
we now call chatbots.
������	
���������
By 2007, early AI chatbots

provided tutoring by talking students
through their answers to questions.
Research showed these chatbots
supported learning outcomes similar
to the effects of human tutors.. Even
so, using chatbot technology to
provide tutoring was primarily
experimental.During the 2010s, social networks

and advances in artificial intelligence
dramatically changed the way people
interact with technology. Chatbots are
integrated into many parts of our lives
and are no longer experimental.
People now talk to their phones, to
their cars and their home appliances.
Many people have virtual assistants at
home. They can ask Alexa, Siri or
Google for directions or th
to simple h

a wide range of questions and
prompts, and I can provide detailed
and accurate information on a wide
range of subjects. Additionally, I am
able to communicate this information
in a clear and easy-to-understand
manner, making it accessible for
students of all levels of understanding.
Because I am a machine-learning
model, I can also provide a large
amount of information quickly and
efficiently, which can be especially
helpful for students who are trying to
learn a lot of new material in a short
amount of time.”By contrast, Siri said, “Hmm … I

don’t have an answer for that. Is there
something else I can help you with?”

Recent research in using chatbots
in college courses shows that how
chatbots are used is important in
encouraging students to learn more
deeply. For instance, AI chatbots
enabled significant improvements in
learning in a graduate course on cloud
computing at Carnegie Mellon. These
learning gains occurred when these
chatbots asked students to build on an
existing argument or to provide more
information about a claim they had
made. In this case, the chatbot asked
the student a question, rather than
vice versa.Many educators are worried about

students learning less with ChatGPT
since it can be used to cheat on
assignments and papers. Others are
worried about ChatGPT giving wrong
answers or spreading misinformation.

Yet the history and research of
intelligent tutors show that using the
right design to harness the power of
chatbots like ChatGPT can
deeper, indi id
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From Page 1
“The DDA has requested

the CBI to register FIR against
‘all concerned, including the
contractors namely M/s
Winner Construction Pvt Ltd
and M/s Grover Construction
Pvt Ltd, the testing agencies —
M/s Bharat Test House and
M/S Delhi Test House, all
involved DDA officials and
unknown persons’ for offences
of cheating, criminal breach of
trust, endangering life and
public safety of others and
other relevant provisions of
Prevention of Corruption Act,”
the official said.

It found that the provi-
sions on quality control, as

highlighted in the contract
and the Central Public Works
Department manual, were
bypassed. As a result, the con-
struction failed in less than a
decade of the building’s erec-
tion.

“It also found that the
concrete in the structure is, at
most locations, of a lower
grade than that expected.
Despite several repairs of the
existing structure, the structur-
al stability continues to fail to
an extent that an independent
expert has suggested immedi-
ate evacuation of the buildings.

“It was the duty of the con-
tractor and all the concerned
officers to ensure that pre-
scribed norms of quality con-
trol and terms and conditions
of the agreement are followed.
It appears that either the offi-
cers had failed to point out the

deficiencies during the con-
struction or effectively collud-
ed with the agency to compro-
mise the quality and provide
wrongful gains to the agency,”
the report noted.

Allotted to residents in
2011-2012, the building start-
ed displaying construction
related issues shortly after-
wards, forcing the residents to
approach the DDA. A 2021-
2022 study by IIT-Delhi at the
behest of DDA found the
building to be structurally
unsafe. The study also recom-
mended to immediately
‘vacate and dismantle’ the
building.

The LG has ordered the
DDA to draw up a redevelop-
ment and rehabilitation plan
for the complex in consulta-
tion with the Residents’
Welfare Association.
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From Page 1
Community members with

the temple committee cleaned
anti-Hindu hate-filled graffiti.
“Hindustan Zindabad,” she
tweeted with a picture.

“Khalistan supporters are
terrorising the Australian
Hindu community and making
it a very traumatising experi-
ence to practice our religion
and visit temples,” a long-time
resident of the suburb said.

On January 23, the walls of
the revered ISCKON temple in
Melbourne’s Albert Park were
vandalised with graffiti
“Hindustan Murdabad.” On
January 16, the historic Shri
Shiva Vishnu Temple in
Carrum Downs, Victoria, was
vandalised in a similar manner.
On January 12, the
Swaminarayan temple in
Melbourne was defaced by
‘anti-social elements’ with anti-
India graffiti.

India has repeatedly con-
demned the vandalism against
the Hindu temples in Australia
and has raised the issue with
the Australian Government.

During his visit to
Australia last month, External
Affairs Minister  Jaishankar
met his Australian counterpart
Penny Wong and emphasised
the need for vigilance against
“radical activities” targeting
the Indian community in
Australia in the wake of vandal-
ism of Hindu temples in the
country by Khalistani support-
ers. “Noted the forward move-
ment on our bilateral agenda.
Emphasised the need for vigi-
lance against radical activities
targeting the Indian communi-
ty,” Jaishankar had tweeted
after his meeting with Wong in
Sydney.
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From Page 1
“It has now been decided

that, in all cases where the
Central Government civil
employee has been appointed
against a post or vacancy
which was advertised/ notified
for recruitment/appointment,
prior to the date of notification
for National Pension System
i.e. 22.12.2003 and is covered
under the National Pension
System on joining service on
or after 01.01.2004, may be
given a one-time option to be
covered under the CCS
(Pension) Rules, 1972 (now
2021),” the order said.

Those government ser-
vants who are eligible to exer-
cise the option, “but who do

not exercise this option by the
stipulated date”, shall continue
to be covered by the National
Pension System, it added. The
option once exercised shall be
final, the order said.

The matter regarding cov-
erage under the CCS
(Pension) Rules, 1972 (now
2021), based on the option
exercised by the government
servant, shall be placed before
the appointing authority. In
case the government servant
fulfils the conditions for cov-
erage under the CCS
(Pension) Rules, 1972 (now
2021), necessary order in this
regard shall be issued latest by
31st October, 2023, it said.

The NPS account of such

government servants shall,
consequently, be closed with
effect from December 31,
2023.

The National Movement
for Old Pension Scheme
(NMOPS), an umbrella body
of more than 14 lakh central
and state government employ-
ees, has welcomed the govern-
ment decision. “It is good
news for the eligible central
government employees. We
again ask the central govern-
ment to amend the existing
NPS to ensure that the bene-
fits of the old pension scheme
can be extended to all central
government staff,” NMOPS
Delhi unit head Manjeet Singh
Patel said.
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From Page 1
Russian President Vladimir Putin hon-

oured the virologist with the Order of Merit for
the Fatherland award for his work on the Covid
vaccine in 2021. Botikov was one of 18 scien-
tists who developed the Sputnik V vaccine in
2020, according to reports.

His death is being investigated as a mur-
der, the committee, which is the investigating
authority in Russia, said in a Telegram state-
ment.

According to investigators, a 29-year-old
young man strangled Botikov with a belt dur-
ing an argument and fled. Law enforcement
agencies said the murder was a domestic crime
and the result of a conflict, the report said.

The suspect was arrested shortly after
Botikov’s body was found, the federal investiga-
tive agency said in the statement.  “The loca-
tion of the attacker was established in short
order. During the interrogation, he pled guilty
and was charged. The defendant has a previ-
ous criminal record, as he stood trial on charges
of committing a serious crime. In the near
future, the investigation plans to petition the
court to place the defendant in custody pend-
ing trial,” the Investigative Committee said.
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From Page 1
“They don’t have anything in

documents, only in statements,”
Sisodia said. “Last time my lawyer
mentioned this word, they said third
degree. They (CBI) respect us. But
8-10 hours sitting, same questions
on repeat is third degree only. It is
mental harassment,” he told the
court. Special judge Nagpal also
directed the CBI not to ask him the
same questions repeatedly after

Sisodia termed it as “mental harass-
ment”. To which the judge, who had
on the last hearing directed the CBI
not to use the third degree on the
accused, told the probe agency not
to ask the “same questions again and
again. If you have something new,
ask him.”

“While considering all things,
my wife’s medical condition has
been brushed aside. She is basical-
ly a vegetable and her body is degen-
erating,” the counsel said on behalf
of Sisodia.

The Former Deputy Chief
Minister of Delhi made these argu-
ments while opposing the CBI plea
seeking his further custody on the
ground that he was not cooperating.
The CBI’s plea was opposed by
Sisodia’s lawyer who said the inef-
ficiency of the agency to complete
the probe cannot be ground for
remand and he cannot be asked to

incriminate himself. “Non-cooper-
ation cannot be a ground for
remand. They cannot say we will
wait till he confesses. They should
have completed the investigation.
Their failure to complete investiga-
tion can’t be a ground for remand,”
senior advocate Dayan Krishnan,
appearing for Sisodia, said.

The court, meanwhile, issued
notice to the CBI on Sisodia’s bail
plea and directed it to file a reply by
March 10, when it will hear the
arguments on the application. In his
application, Sisodia stated that he
joined the investigation as and
when called for by the Central probe
agency. He further stated that no
fruitful purpose would be served by
keeping him in custody as all the
recoveries have already been made,
adding that the other accused per-
sons arrested in this case have
already been granted bail. Asserting
that he had held an important con-
stitutional post of Deputy CM of
Delhi, Sisodia said he has deep roots
in society. There was heavy securi-
ty presence in and outside the
Rouse Avenue Courts premises.

AAP supporters staged a protest
outside the premises and demand-

ed the release of Sisodia. The protest
erupted before Sisodia’s appear-
ance before the Rouse Avenue
court, only a few metres from the
party office on Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Marg. The workers raised
slogans like ‘Manish Sisodia ko riha
karo’ (release Manish Sisodia).
Several police teams have been
deployed as back up at the AAP
headquarters. Barricades and water
cannons have also been placed on
DDU Marg.

AAP’s Saurabh Bharadwaj said
the CBI has nothing to do with evi-
dence or truth. “They are only lis-
tening to what the Central
Government is saying. This whole
procedure is meant to trouble
Sisodia,” the AAP leader said.
Meanwhile the Delhi Congress said
the court denied bail to the AAP
leader was the clear indication that
there was strong evidence against
him  and CBI wants more time to
ferret out further information from
him. The CBI on Sunday evening
arrested Sisodia in connection with
alleged corruption in the formula-
tion and implementation of the
now-scrapped excise policy for
2021-22.
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The Lucknow bench of
Allahabad High Court has

expressed hope that the Centre
will take an appropriate deci-
sion to ban cow slaughter and
declare it as a "protected nation-
al animal".

"We live in a secular coun-
try and must have respect for all
religions. In Hinduism, the
belief is that the cow is the rep-
resentative of divine and natur-
al beneficence. Therefore it
should be protected and vener-
ated," Justice Shamim Ahmad
said on February 14, dismissing
a plea seeking the quashing of
criminal proceedings against a
person under the Uttar Pradesh
Prevention of Cow Slaughter
Act, 1955.

The petitioner, Barabanki
resident Mohammad Abdul
Khaliq, had pleaded that the
police booked him without any
evidence and hence the pro-
ceedings pending against him
in the court of additional chief
judicial magistrate should be
quashed. Dismissing the plea,

the bench held that from the
facts on record, a prima- facie
case was made out against the
petitioner.

While passing the order,
the judge observed, "The cow
has also been associated with
various deities, notably Lord
Shiva (whose steed is Nandi, a
bull) Lord Indra (closely asso-
ciated with Kamadhenu), Lord
Krishna (a cowherd in his
youth), and goddesses in gen-
eral."

"According to legend, she
emerged from the ocean of milk
at the time of Samudramanthan
(the great churning of the ocean
by the gods and demons). She
was presented to the seven
sages and with time came into
the custody of sage Vasishta."

The judge further said that
a cow's legs symbolise the four
Vedas and her milk is four
"purushartha" (or human objec-
tives -- "dharma" or righteous-

ness, "artha" or material wealth,
"kama" or desire and "moksha"
or salvation.

"Her horns symbolise the
gods, her face the sun and
moon, and her shoulders "Agni"
(the god of fire). The cow has
also been described in other
forms: Nanda, Sunanda,
Surabhi, Susheela and Sumana,"
Justice Ahmad said.

He said that the origin of
the veneration of the cow can
be traced to the Vedic period.

"The Indo-European peo-
ples who entered India in the
second millennium BCE were
pastoralists. Cattle had a major
economic significance that was
reflected in their religion. The
slaughter of milk-producing
cows was increasingly prohib-
ited. It is forbidden in the
Mahabharata, and in the
"Manusmriti"."

A cow which produces
milk was said to be "unslayable"
in the Rigveda, the court said,
adding, "The degree of vener-
ation afforded to cow is indicat-
ed by the use in rites of healing
purification and penance of
the "panchagavya" (cow-milk,
curd, butter, urine, and dung)."

Subsequently, with the rise
of the ideal of "ahimsa", cow
came to symbolise non-vio-
lence, it said.
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Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Saturday said

attempts were being to tell the
world that the Indian judiciary
and the democracy were in cri-
sis. Inaugurating a conference of
the Centre's counsels in the
Eastern states, Rijiju said the wis-
dom of judges was beyond pub-
lic scrutiny.

"Indian judiciary cannot be
questioned, especially the wis-
dom of judges cannot be put into
public scrutiny," he said.

"At times, calibrated
attempts are being made from
both inside and outside the
country to tell the world that the
Indian judiciary is in crisis. A
message is being sent to the
world that Indian democracy is
in crisis. 

“It is a deliberate attempt by

some groups to malign the
image of the country," he added.

No campaign with ulterior
motives can succeed in defam-
ing India and its democratic
setup, Rijiju said. The US may
stake claim to be the oldest
democracy, but India truly is the
"mother of democracy", he said.
Rijiju's comments came after
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
at a lecture at Cambridge
University alleged that Indian
democracy is under attack and
several politicians, including
himself, are under surveillance.

Gandhi listed five key
aspects of the alleged attack on
Indian democracy — capture
and control of media and judi-
ciary; surveillance and intimida-
tion; coercion by federal law
enforcement agencies; attacks
on minorities, Dalits and tribals;
and shutting down of dissent.
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Rajasthan Police has arrest-
ed four people for alleged-

ly duping around 20,000 peo-
ple in the State of Rs 1,000 crore
in the name of investing their
money in neighbouring
Gujarat's Dholera city.

Ranveer Bijaraniyan,
Subhash Chandra Bijaraniyan,
Opendra Bijaraniyan and
Amarchand Dhaka operated a
chit fund company in
Rajasthan against which, more
than 100 cases were registered,
police said.

The accused were arrested
from Ahmedabad, Sikar
Superintendent of Police Karan
Sharma said, adding that Rs 10
lakh in cash and a car were
seized from them.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Saturday here

discussed the entire spectrum
of bilateral ties with his Sri
Lankan counterpart M U M Ali
Sabry including the island
country’s economic recovery
and boosting trade.  Jaishankar
also held bilateral talks with his
Canadian, Slovak and
Armenian counterparts.

India extended financial
assistance worth around USD
4 billion to Sri Lanka, includ-
ing lines of credit for purchas-
es of food and fuel, last year
when it was reeling under a
severe economic crisis.

New Delhi also provided
guarantees to the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) to help
the country secure a USD 2.9
billion bailout package.

"Nice to catch up FM
@alisabrypc of Sri Lanka.
Thank him for his
#RaisinaDialogue2023 partic-
ipation," Jaishankar said on
Twitter. "We took stock of our
cooperation that is focused on
facilitating Lanka's economic
recovery. Discussions covered
investment, trade and develop-
ment partnership," he said.

Sabry described the meet-
ing as "constructive". "I met
with @DrSJaishankar, Minister
of External Affairs of India at
Hyderabad House during my
official visit to New Delhi. We
had a constructive bilateral
meeting and reviewed the cur-
rent status of Indo-Lanka rela-
tions," he said. 
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Hundreds of Muslim women assem-
bled at the Nalanda Auditorium in

Kozhikode on Saturday under the aus-
pices of Muslim Women’s Conference
recounting bitter experiences faced by
them because of the “outdated” Muslim
Personal Law Board in vogue in India. 

“The whole Muslim world has

changed for the better by getting rid of
the irrelevant clauses in Personal Laws.
These Laws are portrayed as Sharia Law,
the word for Almighty, by Islamic
priests and scholars who had vested
interests. What we follow in India is
these outdated and un-Quranic laws
which are totally against heavenly laws,”
said Shameera Buqari, a homemaker in
Kozhikode. 
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After ten weeks of incarceration, tele-
vision actor Sheezan Mohammed

Khan was on Saturday granted bail by
a Palghar court in the seensational case
involving the alleged suicide by film and
television actress Tunisha Sharma who
was found dead on the sets of her ser-

ial in at Vasai’s Naigaon area on
December 24.

Additional Session Judge R. D.
Deshpande of Vasai Court ordered
Sheezan Khan’s release on bail against
a conditional bail of Rs 1 lakh. The court
ordered the actor to deposit his passport
and directed him not to leave the
country without the court’s permission.
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Hundreds of PM package
Kashmiri migrant employ-

ees  on Saturday ended their
300 day  long protest here in
Jammu. 

The decision was
announced after the core com-
mittee of the All Migrants
(Displaced) Employees
Association Kashmir arrived at

a unanimous decision of sus-
pending the ongoing protest.

Demanding safety of their
lives these employees  were sit-
ting on a dharna inside the
office premises of Relief and
Rehabilitation Commissioner
(Migrants) here in Jammu after
the killing of Rahul Bhat on
May 12. Since day one the PM
package employees were seek-
ing relocation to a safer place
outside the Kashmir valley. 
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The Delhi University's
School of Open Learning

(SOL) abruptly announced the
cancellation of Saturday's
examination for the first-year
BA and BCom programmes
while students were writing the
paper and asked them to hand
in their answer sheets.

The SOL examination

scheduled for Sunday has been
cancelled as well but the rest of
the date-sheet remains the
same, university officials said,
adding the dates for these two
subjects would be notified
soon.

Saturday was the first day
of the examination for the
students of the two pro-
grammes and it was supposed
to be conducted in two shifts
— morning and evening. 

A senior university official
said due to an "error", all stu-
dents had been assigned the
morning shift, which is why
the examination had to be
cancelled.

Soon after the examination
was cancelled, a notice of can-
cellation was put up outside the

gates of the centres. Sangeeta,
a first-year BA student, said she
reached her designated centre
on time and the examination
began normally, but a few
minutes later, students were
informed about the cancella-
tion.

"My examination centre
was Miranda House. I reached
on time, checked my seat and
sat down. We filled up our
details and question papers
were distributed. We were
given the allotted time to read
the question paper," she said.

"The answer sheets were
distributed and as I picked up
my pen, the invigilator told us
that the exam has been can-
celled. We were not given any
reason," she claimed.

Sangeeta said hundreds of
students had gathered outside

the centre, demanding
answers. They found a notice
pasted on the main gate of the
college which read, "As per
information received from the
Examination Branch today
SOL papers for morning and
evening sessions have been
cancelled. Next date of exam-
ination will be informed later
on."

The university official said
the examination for both
Saturday and Sunday have
been cancelled. 

"The students will be
issued new roll numbers. It was
a goof-up by SOL. We are look-
ing into it. We are determining
whether it was a human error
or that of a computer,"
Registrar Vikas Gupta said.

"We will notify the next
date for the examination of
these two subjects. The rest of
the date-sheet is the same," he
added. In a message issued by
the Delhi University, its assis-
tant registrar said the exam was
cancelled "due to unavoidable
circumstances".

"The next date of these
examinations will  be
announced later," it read.

Shivani, whose examina-
tion centre was DU's Atma
Ram Sanatan College, accused
the administration of negli-
gence. "They should have told
us at least a day earlier. So
many students have come here
from far-away places. They
were told at the last minute,"
she said. Student group

Krantikari Yuva Sangathan
(KYS) condemned the mis-
management and incompe-
tence which led to the cancel-
lation of the examinations. Its
activists, along with students of
the SOL, held a protest demon-
stration at the SOL building.

The students later organ-
ised a rally to the Arts Faculty,
gate number 4 and submitted
a memorandum addressed to
the DU vice-chancellor.

"This exposes the sheer
mismanagement and chaos
which has become the hall-
mark of SOL and DU admin-
istrations that are least con-
cerned about the future of
lakhs of students who study in
SOL," the KYS said in a state-
ment.
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Amid controversy, Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai

Kumar Saxena has given in-
principle approval to the city
Government's proposal to send
primary teachers of State-run
schools to Finland for training. 

The issue triggered a war of
words between the LG's office
and the Government, with the
Delhi Government led by AAP
accusing Saxena of "interfering"
in the Government's work as
the same was pending decision
due to the AAP Government’s
reluctance to provide details of
the impact assessment and
analysis of similar foreign train-
ing programmes funded by
the Delhi Government in the
past.

The LG has advised the
Government to adopt a fair and
transparent selection process
for identifying the organisers
for the training programme. He
also noted that there was
refusal by the Arvind Kejriwal
Government to bring on record
the "impact assessment of the
foreign training programmes
conducted in the past. 

Saxena, in his approval,
said he was okaying the pro-
posal in the "interest of facili-
tating an executive decision –
flawed that it may be, rather
than joining issues to enable
anarchic disruption".

" Taking the approach of
equitable benefit for all, the LG
has increased the number of
primary in-charges, who were
to proceed to Finland for train-
ing, from 52 to 87 so as to
ensure equal representation of
primary in-charges from all 29
administrative zones of the
education department," an offi-
cial from the LG's office said.

“There is nothing on
record to show as to what has
been the selection procedure to

identify the Institute for orga-
nizing the proposed training
programs. It is advised that in
all future proposals, the
Department should essential-
ly adopt a fair and transparent
selection process for identify-
ing the organizers for the train-
ing program. For optimal uti-
lization of the resources and
maximizing the benefits of the
training programs, it is advis-
able that these organizers of
training programs should con-
duct training in India itself for
wider coverage in a much
shorter time span,” Saxena
noted.

Former Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Ssiodia who is
in jail in corruption charges in

the excise policy scam case, had
wrote to several times to Lt
Governor, seeking his approval
which has become a prestige
issue for the AAP dispension.

“The Minister and the
Chief Minister are aware that
the training programs for
Principals, Vice Principals,
mentor teachers and officers of
the Education Department and
Teacher Educators of SCERT, at
United Kingdom, Finland and
Singapore have been agreed to
by my predecessor in the past.
More so, I have also agreed for
the training program at
Cambridge, UK for 57
Principals/Vice Principals of
the Education Department
between July and September
2022. It would be only logical
that a Government, as it does
with any of its schemes, must
have undertaken post imple-
mentation if not concurrent,
evaluation and impact assess-
ment of these training pro-
grams so as to augment,
abridge or calibrate their con-
tinuation,” the LG noted.

"With this, 87 primary in-
charges – three in-charges from
each of the 29 administrative

zones – will be selected for the
training programme, as against
the 52 primary in-charges who
were arbitrarily selected by the
government," the official said.

“The training for teachers
should be formulated in such
a way that subsequent to the
training, these teachers become
Trainers of Trainees and they
train remaining Primary in
charges and Primary teachers
of the Department so that
more and more teachers are
trained and no student is
deprived of the benefits derived
out of this training programme. 

The class room projects
adopted by Finland in their
educational institutions may be
replicated for adopting their
best practices and a virtual tour
of these projects may be con-
ducted as a regular exercise.  

This would result in the
number of primary in charges
increasing from the proposed
52 to 87. 

It should be ensured that
the number of officers accom-
panying the primary in charges
does not exceed 02 in each
cohort,” the Lt Governor
advised.
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Scores of Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) workers staged a

protest in central Delhi on
Saturday demanding the
release of senior party leader
Manish Sisodia, was arrested by
the CBI in connection with the
excise policy case. 

The protest erupted before
Sisodia's appearance before the
Rouse Avenue court, only a few
metres from the party office on
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg.
They were stopped by the
Delhi Police who put out bar-
ricades on their path. 

After that the protesters
continued their demonstra-
tion on the road and carried
placards reading messages such
as “Modi Jab Jab Darta Hai,
Police ko Aage Karta Hai” ,
'Manish Sisodia ko riha karo'
(release Manish Sisodia) and
“Manish Sisodia Tujhe Salaam”.

AAP Chief Spokesperson
and MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj
also castigated the CBI for
working directly at the instruc-
tions of the central government
and not as a federal agency.
Bharadwaj said that no fresh
argument was presented by

the CBI today that would
necessitate the extension of
Sisodia's CBI remand. 

He explained that the CBI
is effectively saying that the
only way Sisodia can cooperate
with them is by accepting their
unfounded allegations.

He stressed that this is
clearly a case of abuse of laws,
and the CBI’s intention is evi-
dent. He also claimed that the
CBI is aware that Sisodia will
eventually be proven innocent
since there is no evidence
against him. 

“But the Central
Government would consider it
a victory if they could keep
Sisodia in jail for as long as pos-
sible through an unfair
process,” alleged Bharadwaj.

Taking part in the protest,
AAP senior leader and Rajya
Sabha MP  Sanjay Singh said
that the party’s struggle against
the Central Government will
continue in the courts, streets,
and the Parliament of India.
He further said that the "dic-
tatorship of the Narendra
Modi government has reached
its peak”. 

The AAP senior leader
said the Modi Government's
actions show that it wants to
keep India uneducated. He
highlighted how the two most
capable Ministers in the coun-
try, who transformed the
health and education sectors in
Delhi, were currently under
arrest because of Modi's
Government.
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The BJP on Saturday alleged
that Delhi Mayor Shelly

Oberoi sits like a "dummy" in
municipal meetings and,
instead of exercising her own
wisdom for civic governance, is
being "remote-controlled" by
senior AAP leaders for deci-
sion-making. 

Senior BJP leader and for-
mer South Delhi Mayor
Kamaljeet Sehrawat made the
accusations during a Press con-
ference at the saffron party's
Delhi unit headquarters.

Oberoi either "remains
mute" or reacts with a sense of
delay, as if she has received
"some instructions" from AAP
leaders like Atishi, who is
mostly "remotely feeding infor-
mation" to her over mobile,
Sehrawat alleged.

In meetings, it is expected
that a mayor will exercise his or
her own wisdom and work
with all the councillors and
other leaders for the city's col-
lective good, she said.

"But, in the meetings with
department heads and others
that she attends, AAP leaders
Atishi and Saurabh Bhardwaj

accompany her. And she sits
there like a 'gungi gudiya
(dummy)' and doesn't engage
in discussions while these two
AAP leaders make decisions,"
the BJP leader claimed. 

Sehrawat said the AAP
dispensation should "allow"
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) to run as per its
autonomy and not try to
"remote-control" civic gover-
nance. 

She also alleged that the
Arvind Kejriwal government in
Delhi is trying to "hand over
1,400 kilometres of Public
Works department roads to a
private concessionaire" through
a Cabinet note and that the
AAP dispensation is also try-
ing to "wreck" the national
capital's sanitation system.

"And, if Mayor Shelly
Oberoi sides with the AAP gov-
ernment on these issues and

allows herself to be remote-
controlled by it, then the BJP,
as a strong opposition, will
protest vehemently," Sehrawat
said.

Repairing broken pave-
ments, central verges and man-
holes, resurfacing roads and
sprinkling water on them daily
— these are some initiatives
that will be undertaken as part
of the Delhi government's
mega project to transform the
city roads that will kick off
from April 1.

The Chief Minister, in late
January, had said that they
would transform 1,400 kilo-
metres of roads that come
under the jurisdiction of
Delhi's Public Works depart-
ment.  During Saturday's press
conference, former East Delhi
mayor Harsh Malhotra also
levelled allegations against the
AAP dispensation.
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The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) on

Saturday organised a 10-km
guided e-bike tour covering
heritage sites such as Sheesh
Mahal, Gordon Highlanders
Memorial and Roshnara Bagh
and tomb.  This was the sec-
ond such tour organised by the
civic body, with the first held
in January.

The MCD has partnered
with Yulu Bikes to offer guid-
ed e-tours to showcase the rich
heritage of the city.  "A heritage
tour was organised by
Keshavpuram Zone starting
from Sheesh Mahal Park
Entrance, Haiderpur. On the

occasion, Deputy
Commissioner of Keshav
Puram zone, Naveen Aggarwal
and other senior municipal
officials were also present," the
MCD said in a statement.

"These types of events will
help in exploring hidden gems
of our city and the same will
add to tourist attractions of the
city," Aggarwal said informing
that many such tours will be
organised in future.

The tour started from
Sheesh Mahal and covered a
distance of 10 km exploring
heritage places like Gordon
Highlanders Memorial,
Gateways of Badli ki Sarai,
Gurudwara Nanak Piao,
Tripolia gateway and Roshnara
Bagh Baradari and Tomb.
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The Delhi Police on Saturday
booked a man for alleged-

ly sexually abusing a female dog
in central Delhi's Inderpuri.
This is the second such incident
reported in the national Capital
in a week. The matter came to
light after a neighbour of the
accused, who recorded a video
of the incident, lodged a police
complaint.

On the basis of the com-
plaint, an FIR was registered
against the accused under
Section 377 (unnatural
offences) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and relevant pro-
visions of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act.

According to the com-
plainant, when he returned
home late on February 28, he

heard the dog's cries coming
from the house of the accused. 

The complainant saw the
accused sexually abusing the
dog while threatening it with a
wiper, according to the FIR.

The incident was brought
to the notice of a member of
People for Animals, Surbhi
Rawat, who posted about it on
social media. 

"It is shocking that two
cases of a man raping female
dogs have come to light with-
in a week. If this is happening
in the capital city, imagine the
situation elsewhere... All the

atrocities dogs face these days,
beating, poisoning, hanging,
being crushed by cars and
relocation, now we have bes-
tiality too. Shame on us," Rawat
said.

Earlier this week, a 40-
year-old man was arrested for
allegedly sexually abusing a dog
in a park in west Delhi.  A
video of the purported incident
is being circulated on social
media.  According to police, the
incident took place four or five
days ago.

A case under section 377
(unnatural offences) of the
Indian Penal Code and provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act was
registered and the accused,
identified as Shankar, has been
arrested, a senior police officer
said.
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Acity court has granted bail
to a man accused of mur-

der during the 2020 North
East Delhi riots, saying in the
name of opposing the bail plea
the prosecution tried to mis-
lead the court as eyewitnesses
did not establish his culpabil-
ity. 

The court also asked the
Commissioner of Police Sanjay
Arora to sensitise all
Investigating Officers (IOs)
about their duty towards assist-
ing the court in a fair manner.

Additional Sessions Judge

Pulastya Pramachala was hear-
ing the bail plea of Rishabh
Chaudhary in a case of rioting
and alleged murder of a man
called Mushraff, whose body
was found in a drain near
Johripur Pulia in Gokalpuri on
February 27, 2020.According to
the postmortem report, there
were 12 external injuries on the
body and the cause of death
was injuries to the brain pro-
duced by blunt force impact.  

“...Cited eyewitnesses have
been examined, but they did
not establish the incident in
question and the other two

remaining witnesses did not
claim having seen any person
in the mob…I find the appli-
cant to be entitled to bail,” the
judge said in an order passed
on Friday.

“Hence, the bail application
is allowed and applicant
Rishabh Chaudhary is admit-
ted to bail on his furnishing
personal bond and surety bond
in the sum of Rs 30,000 each
with one surety in the like
amount,” the judge added.

The judge said the state-
ment of an eyewitness before
the Investigating Officer (IO)

identifying the accused had no
evidentiary value and that the
same witness in his testimony
before the court categorically
stated he had not identified
anyone in the riotous mob. But
the IO's reply did not mention
the witness' statement before
the court, the judge said.

“It is well within the knowl-
edge of the Special Public
Prosecutor (SPP) and IO that
statement under section 161
(examination of witnesses by
police) of the code of criminal
procedure (CrPC) cannot stand
before the testimony given
before the court and hence, the
purpose of not mentioning the
testimony of this witness given
before the court appears to be
nothing but to mislead this
court…,” the judge said.

The judge noted the sub-
missions of the SPP that one of
the prosecution witnesses had
identified Chaudhary as a

member of the riotous mob
and that the IO had men-
tioned him in the reply.

But in his testimony before
the court, the other alleged eye-
witness did not say anything
about the incident which
allegedly occurred on February
25 from around 7.30 pm to 8
pm, and which was being
probed in the present case, the
judge said.  

“Thus, I find that in the
name of opposing bail appli-
cation through a reply the
prosecution has attempted to
mislead the court rather than
assisting in a fair manner to
project the correct picture of
the developments taking place
in the case,” the judge said.

“Hence, once again I call
upon the Commissioner of
Police to do the needful for
proper sensitisation of all the
IOs in this respect,” the judge
added.  
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The Delhi Government
strongly slammed the LG's

decision on Finland teacher
training programme calling it
a fraud upon the Constitution
and the Supreme Court, and
said the LG has acted like a
mini-dictator. 

The Government attacked
the LG after he returned an
amended proposal for Finland
teacher training programme,
after sitting on it for four
months and ensuring that the
proposal itself became infruc-
tuous since the trainings were
to be held in December 2022
and March 2023.

The file for the Finland
teacher training programme
was first submitted to the LG
office on October 25, 2022 for
him to consider if he wished to
invoke a difference of opinion
and refer it to the President of
India within 15 days, as per
Transaction of Business Rules
of GNCTD, said the
Government. 

However, in blatant viola-
tion of the rules, the LG
returned the file to Delhi's

Chief Secretary raising three
objections. 

“The SCERT Delhi, the
expert body that oversees
teacher training activities, clar-
ified those points and resub-
mitted the file to the LG again.
Thereafter, the LG sought two
more clarifications and
returned the file to the CM on
Januyary 9, 023. The then
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia
sent a detailed reply through
CM to LG,” it said.

Now after more than 4
months of the file was first sub-
mitted to him, the LG has once
again returned the proposal
with amendments in flagrant
violation of the Constitution
and SC orders, it said. 

The LG's actions display a
complete disregard and dis-
repect for the the advice of
SCERT Delhi, the expert body
that has overseen all teacher
training programmes in Delhi
for several decades, it said.

The LG's actions further
demonstrate what he has been
repeatedly saying he is not
bound by the Constitution and
SC orders, said the
Governmnet.
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Delhi on Saturday recorded
a minimum temperature

of 16.3 degrees Celsius, three
notches above the season's
average, the India
Meteorological Department
said. 

The maximum tempera-
ture is likely to settle around 32
degrees Celsius, it said. 

It has also predicted part-
ly cloudy skies during the day. 

The relative humidity was
recorded at 94 per cent around
8.30 am, the weather office said.

Delhi's Air Quality Index
(AQI) was in the 'moderate'
category with a reading of 120
around 9 am.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered 'good', 51 and
100 'satisfactory', 101 and 200
'moderate', 201 and 300 'poor',
301 and 400 'very poor', and
401 and 500 'severe'. 
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India will host two high pro-
file visits in the next few days

with Australian and Japanese
Prime Ministers holding sum-
mit with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here. Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
will arrive on March 8 and
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
is likely to visit for three days
starting March 19.

Incidentally, the two lead-
ers will visit India days after
their respective Foreign
Ministers Penny Wong and
Yoshimasa Hayashi were here
earlier this week for the G-20
Foreign Ministers’ meet and the
Quad Foreign Ministers’ par-

leys hosted by External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar. The
Quad comprises India, US,
Japan and Australia.

China and Russia criti-
cized the Quad and AUKUS
(Australia, UK, US) groupings
after the Quad meeting here on
Friday.  

Beijing termed the Quad as
an “exclusionary bloc” aimed at
containing China’s rise while
Moscow said the two groupings
were used by the West to drive
a wedge between Russia and
other countries.

Giving details of Australian
Prime Minister’s schedule,
ministry of external affairs
(MEA) said here on Saturday,
Albanese will be accompanied
by Minister of Trade and
Tourism Don Farrell, Minister
for Resources and Northern
Australia Madeleine King MP
and senior officials besides a
high-level business delegation
for the visit from March 8-11.   

This will be Prime Minister
Albanese’s first visit to India in
his current role. He will arrive

in Ahmedabad on March 8
March on the day of Holi. 

He will also visit Mumbai
on March 9 before arriving in
Delhi later in the day.
Australian Prime Minister’s
Office also said he along with
Modi will also witness the
fourth cricket test match
between Australia and India in
Ahmedabad.  

In Delhi, Prime Minister
Albanese will be accorded a
ceremonial welcome at the
forecourt of Rashtrapati
Bhawan on 10 March 2023.
Prime Minister Modi and
Prime Minister Albanese will

hold the Annual Summit to
discuss areas of cooperation
under the India-Australia
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, besides regional
and global issues of mutual
interest. Prime Minister
Albanese will also call on the
President Smt. Droupadi
Murmu, MEA said.

India and Australia share
warm and friendly relations
based on common values and
democratic principles. The
Strategic Partnership between
the two countries was elevated
to a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership in June 2020 which

has been strengthened and
deepened through frequent
high-level exchanges and
enhanced cooperation across
sectors. Prime Minister
Albanese’s visit is expected to
provide further momentum to
the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.

It will be the first visit by an
Australian prime minister to
India since 2017.  “Our rela-
tionship with India is strong
but it can be stronger,"
Albanese, who assumed the top
post in May last year, said on
Saturday. His office also said his
visit to Ahmedabad, Mumbai
and New Delhi will further
deepen Australia's strategic,
economic and people to people
ties with India, a "close friend
and partner" to Canberra.

“A stronger India-Australia
partnership is good for the sta-
bility of our region. It also
means more opportunities and
more trade and investment,
strengthening our economies
and directly benefiting our
people," Albanese said.

The Australian statement
said Albanese and Modi will
discuss cooperation in areas of
trade and investment, renew-
able energy, technology and
defence and security.

"As we look to the future,
India will continue to be an
important partner and close
friend to Australia," Albanese
said. "I look forward to hosting
Prime Minister Modi in
Australia mid-year for the
Quad Leaders' Summit and to
visiting India again in
September for the G20 Leaders'
Summit," he said.

As regards Japense Prime
Minister’s visit, reports from
there indicated Kishida has
been eager to confirm with
Modi that Tokyo and New
Delhi, as this year’s G-7 and G-
20 presidents, will work togeth-
er more closely to tackle issues
stemming from Russia’s war in
Ukraine.  Kishida is also
expected to invite Modi to
participate in the G-7 summit
there during the talks in New
Delhi, it was learnt.

On the latest Quad meet-
ing, China on late Friday said
state-to-state cooperation
should be consistent with the
trend of peace and develop-
ment, rather than putting up
“exclusionary blocs.”

Responding to the Quad
statement issued in New Delhi,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said in
Beijing, “We believe that state-
to-state cooperation needs to
be consistent with the trend of
peace and development, rather
than be about putting up exclu-
sionary blocs.” 

“We hope certain countries
can do more things that con-
tribute to security and mutual
trust between regional coun-
tries and that help to maintain
regional peace and stability,”
Mao Ning said reaffirming
Beijing’s oft-repeated opposi-
tion to the Quad that it is an
exclusive bloc aimed at con-
taining China’s rise.

Slamming the AUKUS and
Quad, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov in New

Delhi on Friday accused the US
and the West of seeking to drive
a wedge between Russia and
other countries by using these
mechanisms.

“This is unfortunately what
is being tried by some other
outside players in the context
of so-called Indo-Pacific strate-
gies, in the context of AUKUS,
in the context of using Quad,
not for economic purposes but
trying to militarise Quad,” he
said.

“The idea promoted by
our American friends of
ASEAN plus Quad is openly
aimed at ruining the East Asia
Summit. 

“In other words, it would
be East Asia Summit minus
China and Russia. These are
the questions I believe you
should address more openly
and honestly,” he said while
participating in the Raisina
Dialogue. Lavrov has made
similar accusations about the
Indo-Pacific policy and Quad
in the past, only to have them
dismissed by the Indian side. 
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For the second successive
day on Saturday, the BJP

sharply attacked  Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for
"maligning"  India in a foreign
country in his speech  in
Cambridge  University and
"dissuading investors" from
investing in India and ques-
tioned if he was working "as
an agent on the payroll of an
agency to bring down India".

Virtually lampooning the
former Congress president,
BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra  here at a Press confer-
ence accused Rahul of prais-
ing China saying " in his lec-
ture he talks of role of
Chinese yellow river  in build-
ing nationalism there but

can't see Ganga despite his
recent  Bharat jodo yatra".

Patra said the Congress
leader, in his speech, had
painted  a picture of India
being "a dangerous country".

"Just because you are not
a bright kid and not a bright
kid of your dynastic party
doesn't mean India is not a
bright spot," he said, hitting
back at the Congress leader.

"While the whole world is
using good words to describe

India, its main opposition
leader is claiming on foreign
soil that the country has been
destroyed and democracy is
no longer there while the
judiciary and the media are in
a bad shape" , Patra said.

He accused Rahul of dis-
suading investors from invest-
ing in India at a time when
the world is seeing the coun-
try as a "bright spot" and for-
eign firms are leaving China
to do business here.

"At abig university, he is
telling people bad things
about India. While even
Pakistan no longer dares say
these things about India on a
global forum, Gandhi is pre-
senting it as a place where
democracy is no longer there
and the judiciary has been
compromised," he said.

Patra questioned i f
Gandhi was working as an
agent on the payroll of an
agency to bring down India.

At a lecture at Cambridge
University in London, Rahul
alleged that Indian democra-
cy is under attack and sever-
al politicians, including him-
self, are under surveillance.

The former Congress
president listed five key
aspects of the alleged attack
on Indian democracy -- cap-
ture and control of media and
judiciary; surveillance and
intimidation; coercion by fed-
eral law enforcement agen-
cies; attacks on minorities,
Dalits and tribals; and shut-
ting down of dissent.

Patra said Rahul or other
Congress leaders did not even
submit their mobile phones

for inspection by a probe
committee set by the Supreme
Court to look into the charge
of snooping through the
Pegasus malware.

He said an RTI reply had
revealed that thousands of
phones were tapped and hun-
dreds of emails read by gov-
ernment agencies when the
UPA was in power and
recalled that former president
Pranab Mukherjee, then a
Cabinet minister, had sus-
pected that his office was
bugged at the behest of anoth-
er minister P Chidambaram.

Patra slammed Gandhi
for his remarks at a time
when India was hosting the
G20, with world leaders
recognising the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. 

#-,
���	
 ����
���
�����������
$����
������

����� �$'��$(5!

Former Australian Prime
Minister Tony Abbott met

and interacted with BJP nation-
al president JP Nadda on
Saturday under the 'Know BJP'
programme here at the party's
headquarters.

The initiative to interact
with foreign  dignitaries and
diplomats was launched last
year in April on the Foundation
Day of the party by the BJP
president.

Abbott is an Australian
politician from the Liberal
Party of Australia.

He was the Prime Minister

of Australia from 2013 to 2015.
He also held the position of
Leader of the Opposition from
2009-2013.

According to BJP's  Foreign
Affairs Department-in-charge
, Vijay Chauthawala, this  is in
continuation of BJP  "Know
BJP" initiative to give an

authentic perspective of the BJP
to overseas audience.

BJP is  trying to expand
and consolidate  its bilateral
relations with various countries
and inform  the world about its
ideology  functioning and
political, social and economic
policies and programme.
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India has all along stood for
principles of respect, dia-

logue, peace and prosperity,
Navy chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar said here on Saturday
and stressed contemporary
challenges in the maritime
domain could be best
addressed by "issue-based con-
vergences" among like-minded
countries.  He also highlighted
the advantages of "regional
solutions to regional prob-
lems."

Making this point at the
Raisina Dialogue, he cited
India's experience and said
working in smaller groups and
regional frameworks is helpful
in building trust, interoper-

ability and overall outcome.
He shared these views in

the presence of Commander of
the US Indo-Pacific Command
Admiral John Aquilino, the
UK's chief of Naval Staff
Admiral Ben Key and Chief of
Staff of Japan's defence ministry
General Koji Yamazaki.

Kumar said India's policy

in the region is based on the
principles of respect, dialogue,
peace and prosperity and it is
guided by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of
SAGAR or security and growth
for all in the region.

Responding to a question
on the Indian perspective on
working with partner countries

to deal with challenges in the
maritime domain, the Navy
chief said they are both "non-
traditional and trans-national"
and cannot be addressed by any
individual nation.

"There is a need for coop-
eration.. That is something we
in the maritime domain always
look forward to — to find how
to cooperate, how to work
together," he said.

"While doing this, I would
say today we are looking at
issue-based convergences. We
may not agree on certain
things, but we will agree on
many other issues. Therefore,
we come together on those
matters," he added. "We are
looking at regional solutions to
regional problems," he said

Kumar also referred to the

US Navy back in 2015 talking
about a thousand-ship Navy
including all the friendly part-
ner navies coming together.

The Navy chief also cited
the advantages of regional
groupings like the Indian
Ocean Naval Symposium
(IONS), which has 25 partner
countries, the Colombo
Security Conclave and the Goa
Maritime Conclave.

"When we work in small-
er groups, it serves a lot of pur-
poses. For example, it generates
a lot of trust among the part-
ner countries; you work
towards building capacity and
it results in increasing inter-
operability, domain awareness
and regular engagements. And
all this finally leads to maritime
security," he said.
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Former Union Minister and
lawyer Kapil Sibal on

Saturday announced for a plat-
form in which lawyers will be
at the forefront to fight what he
called was growing injustice in
the country under the BJP
Government, the damage being
dealt to Constitutional values
and the spread of the RSS ide-
ology through the Sangh
Shakhas at the grassroots level.

Sibal, who parted ways his
long association the Congress
last year said the campaign
being launched by him is called
'Insaaf Ke Sipahi', and it will

formally begin with an event at
Jantar Mantar on March 11. A
website by the same name is
already live and open for reg-
istration.

“Go to any lane or district
or locality in the country, citi-
zens and institutions have to
deal with the erosion of the
Constitutional guarantees that
they are entitled to and dealing
with injustice. Insaaf Ke Sipahi

will fight against this injustice.
It will have lawyers at the fore-
front...We have RSS Shakhas in
every locality and they spread
their ideology which again is
only adding to injustice,” Sibal
said at a press conference.

He insisted it will not be a
political front, but he would
expect political leaders, includ-
ing chief ministers, to join
him in the campaign.

The lawyer-turned-politi-
cian who served in the
Congress led UPA govern-
ments said he will present his
vision of India at the March 11
event, where he expects all
those who support the initiative
to be present.
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If you have been experiencing
recurring fever while cough-

ing your lungs out for what
seems like weeks, it’s time for
you to visit a doctor. 

Scientists from the Indian
Council of Medical Research
who keep a close watch on ail-
ments caused by respiratory
viruses through the Virus
Research and Diagnostic
Laboratories network have said
that it is due to influenza A sub-
type H3N2. 

They said the H3N2, which
has been in wide circulation for
the past two-three months,
causes more hospitalisations
than other subtypes.

Meanwhile, the Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
has cautioned not to pop in
antibiotics as a remedy in such
cases.

They have also suggested a
list of Do’s and Don’ts for peo-
ple to follow to protect them-
selves from contracting the
virus.

The Indian Medical
Association (IMA), on the
other hand, has advised against
indiscriminate use of antibi-
otics amid rising cases of
cough, cold and nausea across
the country.

Seasonal fever will last five
to seven days, it said. 

The fever goes away at the
end of three days but the cough
can persist for up to three
weeks, the IMA’s Standing
Committee for Anti-Microbial
Resistance said.

Viral cases have also surged
due to air pollution, it said,
adding that it mostly occurs in
people aged below 15 and
above 50 and causes upper res-
piratory infections along with
fever.

The association also asked
doctors to prescribe only symp-
tomatic treatment and not
antibiotics.

“Right now, people start
taking antibiotics like
Azithromycin and Amoxiclav
etc, without caring for med-
ication and frequency and stop
once they start feeling better.
This needs to be stopped as it
leads to antibiotic resistance.
Whenever there will be a real
use of antibiotics, they will not
work due to the resistance,” the
IMA said in a statement.
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Tamil Nadu's Capital,
Chennai, and West Bengal's

Capital Kolkata, two of the
biggest metro cities in India, are
at significant risk if sea level
continues to rise the way it is
now, according to a new inter-
national study based on simu-
lations carried out by the
National Center for
Atmospheric Research
(NCAR) in the United States.

The simulations run at the
N C A R - W y o m i n g
Supercomputing Centre con-
sidered the effects of natural
sea-level fluctuations if society
continued to emit high levels of
greenhouse gases. This helped
the scientists to determine the
extent to which these natural
fluctuations can amplify or
reduce the impact of climate
change on sea level rise along
certain coastlines. They found
that internal climate variabili-
ty could increase sea level rise
in some locations by 20-30 per

cent more than what would
result from climate change
alone, exponentially increasing
extreme flooding events.

"Internal climate variabili-
ty arises from complex and
unpredictable interactions
within and between climate-
system components, rendering
its impact irreducible," said
the study published in the
journal Nature Climate
Change. It came close on the
heels of the warning by United
Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres that global
sea levels have risen faster
since 1900 and their relentless
increase puts countries like
Bangladesh, China, India and
the Netherlands at risk and
acutely endangers nearly 900
million people living in low-
lying coastal areas.

The authors of the study
said it is critical for society to
be aware of the potential of
extreme sea level rise in order
to develop effective adaptation
strategies.
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Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy met

with US Attorney General
Merrick Garland and top
European legal officials on
Friday, and called for Russia to
face international prosecution
for war crimes. Zelenskyy
announced the meetings in
the western Ukrainian city of
Lviv, hundreds of kilometres
from the war's front lines, dur-
ing his evening video address
to the nation. “We are doing
everything to ensure that the
International Criminal Court is
successful in punishing Russian
war criminals,” Zelenskyy said.

“The main issue of all these
meetings and the Lviv confer-
ence is accountability,” he
added. “The accountability of
Russia and its leadership is per-
sonal, for aggression and terror
against our state and people.”

Zelenskyy said over 70,000
Russian war crimes have been
recorded so far.

“But, unfortunately, we do
not know about all crimes at
the moment,” he added. “A
large part of our territory still
remains occupied and we can-

not currently reliably predict
how many Russian crimes we
would discover after the occu-
piers are expelled.”

Along with Garland, other
participants at the conference
included UK Attorney General
Victoria Prentis, Spanish
Attorney General Alvaro
Garcia Ortiz and European
Commissioner for Justice
Didier Reynders.

Meanwhile at the United
Nations, deputy spokesman
Farhan Haq said UN humani-

tarian staff are reporting
“intensive hostilities” near the
beleaguered Ukrainian town of
Bakhmut and say the UN’s few
humanitarian partners on the
ground are focusing on evacu-
ating the most vulnerable peo-
ple from the conflict area.

Bakhmut has been the
focus of intense fighting for
months, with Russian troops,
including large forces from the
private Wagner Group, inching
ever closer to the largely
destroyed town.
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Most of the leaders and
workers of Imran Khan’s

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
who were arrested for its mass
court arrest movement against
the federal government’s failure
were released on Saturday on
court’s order in Pakistan’s
Punjab province.

More than 600 PTI leaders
and workers were arrested last
month for the party’s ‘Jail Bharo
Tehreek’ (court arrest move-
ment) which was against the
“violation of fundamental
rights, abuse of the
Constitution and the econom-

ic meltdown in the country”.
Prominent leaders who

were released from the jail
included PTI vice chairman
and former foreign minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi, for-
mer finance minister Asad
Umar, ex-governor of Punjab
Umar Sarfraz Cheema,
Senators Azam Swati and
Waleed Iqbal and Khan's close
aide Zulfi Bokhar.

The Lahore High Court on
the PTI petition on Friday
ordered the immediate release
of the party’s leaders with the
observation that they are
not required in any criminal
case.

Over 600 PTI men court-
ed arrest from different cities
across Punjab province after
the movement kicked off on
February 22 across the country.

The PTI said the sole pur-
pose of its movement was to
force the government to
announce the election date as
per the Constitution in Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KPK) provinces where assem-
blies were dissolved in January.

PTI chief Imran Khan
announced calling off of the
movement following the
Supreme Court’s decision to
hold the polls in both provinces
in 90 days.
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India has assailed the
Organisation of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC) for its
“unwarranted references” to
the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir and for allowing
Pakistan to hijack and misuse
its platform for carrying out
Islamabad’s “nefarious agenda”
against New Delhi.

Exercising its right of reply
at the High-Level Segment of
52nd session of the Human
Rights Council, Seema Pujani,
First Secretary, Permanent
Mission of India in Geneva,
outrightly rejected the refer-
ence to the statement made by
the OIC representative.

“As regards the OIC state-
ment, we reject the unwarrant-
ed references to the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir,” Pujani said in a

statement on Friday.
“The fact is that the entire

territories of the Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh have
been, are and shall always be
part of India. Pakistan is in ille-
gal occupation of Indian terri-
tory,” she said.

Instead of calling upon its
member Pakistan to give up
state-sponsored terrorism and
to lift its occupation of Indian
territory, the OIC has “let
Pakistan hijack and misuse its
platform for carrying out its
nefarious agenda of engaging in
malicious propaganda against
India,” Pujani said.

India has previously criti-
cised the Jeddah-based OIC for
its attempt to interfere and
meddle in India's internal
affairs as completely unaccept-
able.

A spokesperson of the

Ministry of External Affairs has
said that the OIC has already
lost its credibility by taking a
blatantly communal, partisan
and factually incorrect
approach to issues.
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Kryvyi Rih (AP): The
pops of welding torches and
the piecing whine of angle
grinders fill the spacious pro-
duction floor at a steel plant
in Kryvyi Rih, the city in cen-
tral Ukraine that is President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
hometown.

Instead of doing their
usual jobs producing and
repairing mining equipment,
some workers are busy build-
ing metal bunkers for front-
line troops. Ukrainian min-
ing and metals company
Metinvest launched the pro-
ject, and the plant workers say
they are happy contributing
to the resistance to Russia’s
invasion.

For now, that means
assembling prefabricated
materials into underground
shelters using a Soviet-era
design. 
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Alarge storm system spout-
ing heavy winds and pos-

sible tornados in Texas,
Louisiana and Kentucky dam-
aged homes and buildings,
downed trees, left thousands
without power and was blamed
for the deaths of two people on
Friday as it marched eastward,
threatening heavy snow in the
Midwest and Northeast.

After spawning likely tor-
nadoes overnight in Texas and
Louisiana that damaged a uni-
versity campus, the storms
threatened the Tennessee and
Ohio valleys with high winds
and more tornadoes as they
moved toward New England,
officials said.

A 70-year-old man sitting
in his truck as strong winds
blew through Talledega
County, Alabama, was killed
Friday when a tree fell onto the
vehicle. Coroner Shaddix
Murphy said it happened about
11.30 am as a storm system
came through the area.

“The death appears to be
weather-related, with the winds
we were having at the time,”
Murphy said. The victim was
identified as Allen Cooley of
Talledega.

In west central Mississippi,
a person was killed inside a
vehicle Friday after a tree, top-
pled by strong winds, struck the
car. The Mississippi Emergency
Management Agency has not
identified the person but said
in a news release that their
death is being considered as
weather-related.

���� '�#5!�+�%�

US President Joe Biden and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz met private-

ly in the Oval Office for more than an hour
on Friday after declaring themselves in
“lockstep” on maintaining pressure on
Russia over its invasion of Ukraine.

Even their top advisers were left out
of the conversation. When the meeting
ended, Biden and Scholz walked across the
hall to the Roosevelt Room, where the
American and German officials had been
mingling. Biden joked that the two lead-
ers had solved all the world's problems by
themselves, according to a senior admin-
istration official, who requested anonymi-
ty to describe the closed-door discussions.

If any agreements were reached or
plans made, the White House was not say-
ing. The official readout of the meeting
provided little additional detail, except to
say the two leaders discussed the war and
“exchanged perspectives on other global
issues”. The conversation came at a deli-
cate moment in the conflict. Ukraine and
Russia are preparing for spring offensives,
meaning a steady flow of Western weapons
will be important for Kyiv's success on the
battlefield.

However, there are fresh concerns that
public support for ongoing military assis-
tance may be waning. In addition, US offi-
cials have warned that China could step off
the sidelines and begin providing ammu-

nition to Moscow, a decision that would
change the trajectory of the war by allow-
ing Russia to replenish its depleted stock-
piles.

China is Germany’s top trading part-
ner, and European nations have general-
ly been more cautious than the United

States in taking a hard line with Beijing.
However, there are signs that may be shift-
ing as global rivalries grow more tense.

In a speech to the German parliament
on Thursday, Scholz called on China to
“use your influence in Moscow to press for
the withdrawal of Russian troops, and do
not supply weapons to the aggressor
Russia”.

During brief public remarks on Friday,
Scholz said Western allies would support
Ukraine for “as long as it takes”.

“This is a very, very important year
because of the dangerous threat to peace
that comes from Russia invading Ukraine,”
he said. Biden thanked Germany for pro-
viding “critical military support”.

“And I would argue, beyond the mil-
itary support, the moral support you
have given Ukrainians has been pro-
found”, he said.

Biden said, “Together, we worked
lockstep to supply critical security assis-
tance to Ukraine,” and Scholz also
described the US-German effort as “lock-
step”.

The White House announced USD
400 million more in US assistance as their
meeting began. The US and Germany have
worked closely together to supply Ukraine
with military and humanitarian assistance.
But there has also been friction over issues
such as providing tanks and Washington
has occasionally grown frustrated with
Berlin's hesitance.
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Washington (AP): A skin lesion
removed from US President Joe Biden’s
chest last month was a basal cell carci-
noma -- a common form of skin cancer
-- his doctor said on Friday, adding that
no further treatment was required.

Dr Kevin O’Connor, the White
House doctor who has served as Biden’s
longtime physician, said “all cancerous
tissue was successfully removed” during
the president’s routine physical on
February 16. Biden, 80, was deemed by
O’Connor to be “healthy, vigorous” and
“fit” to handle his White House respon-
sibilities during that physical exam,
which comes as he is weeks away from
launching an expected bid for reelection
in 2024. O’Connor said the site of the
removal on Biden’s chest has “healed
nicely” and the president will continue
regular skin screenings as part of his rou-
tine health plan.
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Pakistan has the “unique distinction” of hosting
the most number of UNSC-designated terror-

ists and terror organisations, and its policies are
directly responsible for thousands of civilian deaths
in the world, India has said as it slammed Islamabad
for its “malicious propaganda” against it.

Exercising its right of reply to Pakistan’s state-
ment at the United Nations Human Rights
Council (UNHRC) in Geneva on Friday, India
said when it is not entirely focused on suppress-
ing its own population, Pakistan actively lends its
energies to aid, host and abet international ter-
rorists. “It has the unique distinction of hosting
the most number of UNSC designated terrorists
and terror organisations. Osama bin Laden
lived next to Pakistan's premier military acade-
my. Its security agencies have nurtured and shel-
tered Hafiz Saeed and Masood Azhar for
decades,” First Secretary of India's Permanent
Mission to UN Seema Pujani said.

“These are but a few dreaded names from the
annals of Pakistan’s history of supporting terror-

ism. Pakistan’s policies are directly responsible for
the death of thousands of civilians around the
world,” she said in response to a statement deliv-
ered by Pakistan. Pujani said Pakistan’s obsession
with India while its population battle for their
lives, livelihood and freedom is an indication of
the state’s misplaced priorities.

She said its leaders and officials should focus
their energies on working for the benefit of their
own population instead of “baseless propagan-
da” against India.

“Pakistan’s representative has once again cho-
sen to misuse this august forum for its malicious
propaganda against India,” she said.

Pujani raised the issue of enforced disappear-
ances, saying students, doctors, engineers, teach-
ers, and community leaders are regularly disap-
peared by the State never to return.

“Pakistan is a State which responds to any
calls for reforms with enforced disappearances.
In the last decade, Pakistan’s own Commission
of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances has
received 8,463 complaints. The Baloch people
have borne the brunt of this cruel policy,” she said.
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The head of the UN nuclear
watchdog was meeting with

officials in Iran on Saturday,
days after it was revealed that
the country had enriched par-
ticles of uranium to near
weapons-grade, raising new
alarm over its long-disputed
nuclear programme.

Rafael Mariano Grossi, the
head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency,
declined to comment on his
discussions during a press con-
ference with the head of Iran's
nuclear programme, saying the
delegation's work was still
ongoing.

“It's an atmosphere of
work, of honesty and cooper-
ation,” Grossi said. He was
expected to speak with
reporters again upon his return
to Vienna later on Saturday.

Earlier this week, the
Vienna-based International
Atomic Energy Agency report-
ed that uranium particles
enriched up to 83.7 per cent —

just short of weapons-grade —
were found in Iran’s under-
ground Fordo nuclear site.

The confidential quarterly
report by the IAEA, which
was distributed to member
states on Tuesday, came as
tensions were already high
amid months of anti-govern-
ment protests in Iran and
Western anger at its export of
attack drones to Russian forces
fighting in Ukraine.

The IAEA report says that
inspectors in January found
that two cascades of IR-6 cen-
trifuges at Iran’s Fordo facility
had been configured in a way
“substantially different” to what
had been previously declared.
The IAEA took samples the fol-
lowing day, which showed par-
ticles with up to 83.7 per cent
purity, the report said.

The IAEA report only
spoke about “particles,” sug-
gesting that Iran isn’t building
a stockpile of uranium enriched
above 60 per cent — the level
it has been enriching at for
some time. 
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China on Saturday signalled
at increasing its defence

budget, the second biggest after
the US, citing “complex secu-
rity challenges” ahead of its
annual Parliament session dur-
ing which it will unveil a new
ministerial and official leader-
ship, including a successor to
Premier Li Keqiang.

The annual season of
China’s rubber-stamp
Parliament began on Saturday
with the opening meeting of
the top advisory body the
Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) while its national
legislature, the National
People’s Congress (NPC), will
begin its session on Sunday.

Over 5,000 deputies and
advisors will take part in the
two sessions lasting for over a
week during which China will
formally unveil its new minis-
terial and top official leadership
including a new Premier to
succeed Li, who will be retiring.

Li is widely expected to be
succeeded by President Xi

Jinping’s loyalist Li Qiang.
Except for President Xi, 69,

all top officials will be replaced
as part of the practice of chang-
ing the leadership team every
10 years.

Xi and a new set of officials
-- mostly stated to be his loy-
alists -- were elected to various
key posts of the ruling
Communist Party of China
(CPC) at its once-in-a-five-year
Congress here in October last
year.

Xi, regarded as the most
powerful leader holding the key
posts of head of the party, the
military and the Presidency, has
been elected for an unprece-
dented third five-year term
continuing in power beyond
the 10-year tenure followed by
his predecessors.

Ahead of the NPC session,
its spokesman Wang Chao sig-
nalled an increase in its defence
budget, which last year totalled
USD 230 billion after a 7.1 per
cent rise, the second largest
after the US defence spending
of USD 777.1 billion.  

Wang, while not disclosing
the amount, which he said will

be formally revealed at the
NPC on Sunday, defended
China’s steady increases in
annual defence budgets, saying
China’s defence spending as a
share of the GDP was lower
than the world average.

China has been ramping
up its defence expenditure as it
vied with the US for global
influence.

Its last year’s defence bud-
get was over three times that of
India’s defence spending of

about USD 70 billion.
Wang said the increase in

the defence budget is needed to
meet the “complex security
challenges for China to fulfil its
responsibilities as a major
country.”

China’s military moderni-
sation will not be a threat to any
country but a positive force
safeguarding regional stability
and world peace, he said.

He also refuted allegations
of China’s debt trap diplomacy

in Africa, saying that Beijing is
not the largest creditor of
Africa citing data from the
World Bank.

On Friday, Guo Weimin,
spokesperson of the CPPCC
said the allegations of “debt
traps” linked to China's Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) are a
groundless smear, and Beijing
will not stop the initiative from
going forward.

China’s investments like
that of Sri Lanka’s Hambantota
port which it acquired as part
of a debt swap led to allegations
of debt traps.

Guo said to avoid creating
new debt risks for countries
participating in the BRI initia-
tive, China has taken into
account their conditions when
offering loans for their projects.

The BRI, which involves
mainly infrastructure and pro-
duction, has added to high-
quality assets in participating
countries, he said.

By mid-February, China
had signed more than 200 BRI
cooperation documents with
151 countries and 32 interna-
tional organisations, Guo said.
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China is the strongest and the most
disciplined “enemy” that the US has

ever faced, Republican presidential aspi-
rant Nikki Haley has warned.

In an impressive speech addressing
the Conservative Political Action
Conference -- the top annual event of the
Republican Party and its support base -
- the Indian-American politician contin-
ued with her focus on America’s foreign
policy, wherein she asserted that the US
should not give aid to countries that hate
it.

“Never in my life did I think
Americans would look at the sky and see
a Chinese spy balloon looking back at us.
It was a national embarrassment,” she
said on Friday referring to the recent spy
balloon incident.

The balloon, which Beijing denies
was a government spy vessel, spent a
week flying over the United States and
Canada before being shot down off the
Atlantic Coast last month.

“Make no mistake: Communist
China is the strongest and most disci-
plined enemy we have ever faced. We
need to hold China accountable. Let us
start with Covid,” she said.

The US accuses China of spreading
the virus. The Huanan market in central

China’s Wuhan city was the epicentre of
the pandemic. From its origin there, the
SARS-CoV-2 virus rapidly spread to
other locations in Wuhan in late 2019
and then to the rest of the world.

“And before we even talk about the
cartels, we need to confront the fact that
China is the one sending the fentanyl
across our border,” Haley said.

The Huanan market in central
China’s Wuhan city was the epicentre of
the pandemic. From its origin there, the
SARS-CoV-2 virus rapidly spread to
other locations in Wuhan in late 2019
and then to the rest of the world.

The 51-year-old two-term Governor
of South Carolina and the former US
Ambassador to the United Nations for-
mally launched her 2024 presidential bid
last month. Since then she has gained the
attention of the party and the national
audience as well. During the party pri-
maries, she would be fighting against her
former boss and former president
Donald Trump. She is the only woman
in the 2024 presidential race so far.

“I cannot believe what Joe Biden is
letting China get away with. Chinese
companies now own more than 380,000
acres of American soil, some of it right
next to our military bases. What are we
doing? We should never let an enemy
buy land in our country. And we need
to tell every university -- you can either
take Chinese money or American
money, but you will no longer get both,”
Haley said, articulating her policy on
China.

China thinks the American era has
passed and so do all the enemies of the
US, said the former South Carolina gov-
ernor. “But they are wrong. America is
not past our prime. It is just that our
politicians are past theirs,” she said.

Haley’s speech was welcomed by the
audience, who have gathered in the
national capital from across the country
for the three-day conference, which
among others is being addressed by
Trump and Vivek Ramaswamy, the
other Indian American to have entered
the presidential race.
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India’s goods and services exports are
expected to cross $750 billion this fiscal

despite the global economic uncertainties,
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Saturday. 

In 2021-22, the country’s goods and
services exports touched an all-time high
of $422 billion and $254 billion respec-
tively, taking the total shipments to $676
billion.

“Last year we crossed a record  $650
billion of goods and services (exports).
This year, we are aiming for an even big-
ger record…We have crossed last year’s fig-
ure already…We will hopefully cross $750
billion (this year),” he said while speaking
at the Raisina Dialogue here.

Due to the global demand slowdown,
India’s exports contracted for the second
consecutive month in January, dipping by
6.6 per cent to $32.91 billion. 

During April-January this fiscal, goods
shipments rose by 8.5 per cent to $369.25
billion, while services exports were esti-
mated at $272 billion in the period. 

The minister said that sectors which
would help in promoting exports include
manufactured goods, agri products, labour
intensive items, and high quality products. 

He expressed confidence that by 2030,
India’s goods and services exports would

touch $2 trillion. 
Replying to a question about widen-

ing trade deficit with China, he said the
government is taking steps to boost
domestic manufacturing of quality goods
which would help in containing imports. 

He added that until 2000-01, Indo-
China total trade was about $1 billion and
even till 2004, the trade was “probably” in
the range of $4 billion and the trade deficit
was about $1 billion.

“After 2004, almost an outreach was
done to engage more with China, to attract
Chinese goods into the country in a big
way. I do not want to politicise this sub-
ject…But between 2004 and 2014, we saw
trade grow very very rapidly and the trade
deficit went up by nearly 35 times,” Goyal
said.

He said that the previous governments

should be held accountable for the jump
in the trade deficit with China.

“But the nation has held them account-
able for more than one occasion already
and will probably continue to do that,” he
said, adding the earlier regime in India
actually decimated Indian manufacturing
capability and it never allowed Indian
manufacturing to flourish.

However, now the government is cre-
ating that ecosystem to boost domestic
manufacturing, he said.

“We are working on bringing quality
consciousness to the country,” the minis-
ter said.

During April-December 2022-23,
India’s exports to China stood at $11 bil-
lion, while imports were aggregated at
$75.9 billion. The trade deficit stood at
$64.9 billion. 

On the semiconductor industry, he
said a big announcement has already been
made to set up a semiconductor facility in
Gujarat and many other semiconductor
companies around the world are in dia-
logue with the ministry of electronics and
information technology.

On free trade agreements, he said that
negotiations are going on “very well” with
countries including the UK, and Canada.

“We are on the right path and these
agreements have to be equitable and win-
win for both,” Goyal said. 
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The Government slashed
windfall profit tax on

export of diesel to its lowest of
�0.50 per litre and nil on jet fuel
(ATF) while the levy on domes-
tically produced crude oil was
marginally increased, accord-
ing to an official order.

The levy on crude oil pro-
duced by companies such as
Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) has
hiked to �4,400 per tonne from
�4,350 per tonne, the order
dated March 3 said.

Crude oil pumped out of
the ground and from below the
seabed is refined and convert-
ed into fuels like petrol, diesel
and aviation turbine fuel
(ATF). The Government has
also cut the tax on export of
diesel to �0.5 per litre from
�2.5, and the same on overseas
shipments of ATF was cut to nil
from �1.50 a litre.

The new tax rates come
into effect from March 4, the
order said.

This is the second reduc-
tion in rates in a fortnight.
Rates were cut on February 16.

The export levy on diesel
and ATF is the lowest since the
tax was introduced in July last
year. The tax rates are reviewed
every fortnight based on aver-
age oil prices in the previous
two weeks.

India first imposed wind-
fall profit taxes on July 1, join-
ing a growing number of
nations that tax super normal
profits of energy companies. At
that time, export duties of �6
per litre ($12 per barrel) each
were levied on petrol and ATF

and �13 a litre (USD 26 a bar-
rel) on diesel.

A  �23,250 per tonne ($40
per barrel) windfall profit tax
on domestic crude production
was also levied.

The export tax on petrol
was scrapped in the very first
review.

Reliance Industries Ltd,
which operates the world’s
largest single-location oil refin-
ery complex at Jamnagar in
Gujarat, and Rosneft-backed
Nayara Energy are primary
exporters of fuel in the coun-
try. The government levies tax
on windfall profits made by oil
producers on any price they get
above a threshold of $75 per
barrel.

The levy on fuel exports is
based on cracks or margins that
refiners earn on overseas ship-
ments. These margins are pri-
marily a difference between the
international oil price realised
and the cost. 
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Bajaj Electricals on Saturday said its EPC division has bagged
a contract worth �564.87 crore from South Bihar Power

Distribution Company Ltd (SBPDCL).
The contract is for supply of goods and services by

SBPDCL, a domestic entity, under the Revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme (RDSS), the company said in a regulatory filing.

The work includes the supply of plant and installation ser-
vices for the development of distribution infrastructure of elec-
tric supply circle Sasaram and Munger of Bihar, it added.

The projects, whose aggregate value is �564.87 crore “shall
be completed within 30 months from the date of issue of con-
tracts,” it added. Bajaj Electricals is a part of the country’s lead-
ing business house Bajaj Group. It had a turnover of �4,813 crore
in FY22. 
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The Government is not in a
“crazy rush” to sell every-

thing and it will continue to
have a presence in four strate-
gic sectors, including telecom,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Saturday.

In strategic sectors, a bare
minimum presence of the
existing public sector com-
mercial enterprises at the hold-
ing company level will be
retained under government
control. The remaining enter-
prises in a strategic sector will
be considered for privatisa-
tion or merger with another
PSE or for closure.

Speaking at the Raisina
Dialogue, the minister said
that the country will have gov-
ernment-owned professionally
run companies in four broad
strategic sectors.

According to the PSE
Policy, the four broad strategic
sectors are - atomic energy,

space and defence; transport
and telecommunication; Power,
Petroleum, Coal and other
minerals; and Banking,
Insurance and Financial
Services.

The policy, she added, “is
not a crazy rushing out to sell
everything..Nor it is saying
that the government will run
the business of producing pins
to crops to everything. So
where the government doesn’t
have to be, it won’t. But where
because of strategic interests
you have to be, it will be there
like telecom for instance. 

“There will be a telecom
company which will be gov-
ernment owned and it will be
run professionally.”
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The legacy and perception
about the industry in West

Bengal, which the state has
been shouldering for more
than four decades, will take
time to change, Chief Secretary
H K Dwivedi said on Saturday.

Though the state had wit-
nessed a significant flight of
capital and industry in the
past, some green shoots are vis-
ible now and they will carry
good news for the investors,
Dwivedi said at a CII event
here. The official said the
increased social expenditure of
the government is almost 45
per cent of the state budget.

The debt-to-GDP ratio of
West Bengal had declined from
45 per cent in 2011 to 32 per
cent in 2022. West Bengal
Commerce and Industry
Minister Shashi Panja said that
despite the pandemic, the State’s
revenue collections increased
�48,000 crore in FY2022.
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Shareholders of the Direct-to-
Home operator Dish TV

have rejected special resolu-
tions seeking approval for the
appointment of four new inde-
pendent directors. 

Four special resolutions in
the Extraordinary General
Meeting (EGM) held virtually
on March 3 failed to get the
requisite majority of votes from
the shareholders of the com-
pany, according to an exchange
filing. 

“The Resolutions Nos 1 to
4 have failed to receive a req-
uisite number of votes in favour
by the shareholders under
remote e-voting and e-voting at
EGM,” said the report of the
scrutinizer of the meeting, a
copy of which was updated on
the bourses.

The four independent
directors, whose names were
put up for approval are Sunil
Kumar Gupta, Madan
Mohanlal Verma, Gaurav
Gupta and Lalit Behari Singhal.

Later in a separate filing,
Dish TV informed its four
independent directors have
resigned after the outcome of
the voting in the EGM. 

“In this regard, basis the
votes cast by the shareholders
at the EGM, Sunil Kumar
Gupta, Madan Mohanlal
Verma, Gaurav Gupta and Lalit
Behari Singhal, vacate the office
of Independent Director of the
Company, effective from
today,” said Dish TV in a late-
night regulatory filing.

It further said consequent
to the above vacation in the
office of Directors, the Board
strength of the company has
been reduced to two directors.

“The Board shall take nec-
essary steps for complying with
the requirement of the
Companies Act, 2013 and SEBI
Listing Regulations in respect
of the number of Directors on
the Board,” it added. 

Over 74 per cent of the
votes polled opposed all four
special resolutions.

The Companies Act man-
dates, that a special resolution
needs to be passed by a super-
majority, which refers to at least
75 per cent of the members vot-
ing in favour of it.

Dish TV’s largest share-
holder Yes Bank Ltd (YBL) and
the promoter family led by its
former chairman Jawahar Lal
Goel are engaged in a legal bat-
tle over board representation in
the company.

The company’s board
announced their appointments
in December last year, which
was the first major appoint-
ment after the departure of its
former chairman Jawahar Lal
Goel.
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Food regulator FSSAI has
asked states and Union

Territories to deploy mobile
testing vans to check quality of
milk and milk products con-
sidering higher demand dur-
ing upcoming Holi festival.

The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) said in a statement
that it has “directed states/UTs
to deploy Food Safety on
Wheels (FSW) mobile food
testing vans, to check adul-
teration of milk and milk
products considering the
ensuing festive season of Holi.”

The authority has request-
ed the Commissioner of Food
Safety of all states/UTs to
carry out testing of at least 10
samples of milk and milk
products per FSW on a daily
basis to tighten vigilance
against milk adulteration.

FSSAI has also urged con-
sumers to get their milk and
milk products tested through
the FSWs deployed closest to

them.
The test can be carried out

free of cost.
FSSAI said the whole

exercise is targeted towards
ensuring availability of safe
and pure milk and milk prod-
ucts to the consumers of the
country.

Currently, 168 FSWs are
available with states/UTs for
carrying out on-the-spot food
testing for various food prod-
ucts, including milk and milk
products.

Tests for fats, solid-not-fat,
protein, adulterants like added
water, urea, sucrose, mal-
todexterine, and ammonium
sulphate can be done through
the Milk-o-Screen system
installed at FSWs. 
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Minister of State for IT
Rajeev Chandrasekhar

on Saturday said there is a fun-
damental reset underway in
semiconductor, electronics and
innovation world order post-
Covid, and like-minded
nations need to work togeth-
er on a cooperative framework
to shape the future of tech-
nology.

To safeguard citizens from
online user harm, India has
defined the boundary condi-
tions of openness, safety and
trust as well as accountability
for platforms and companies to

operate on the Indian Internet,
the minister said and hoped
that with global cooperation
these principles will find a
wider play among other
nations.

Chandrasekhar was speak-
ing at a panel discussion on
`Democracy’s Eleven:

Protecting our Technology
Future’ at the Raisina Dialogue
2023.

To a question on internet
shutdown in India, the minis-
ter said that the internet shut-
downs as percentage of the
total number of online users in
India as also the diversity or
enormity of content ecosystem,
is among the smallest in the
world.

Moreover, any internet
shutdown or content take-
down is lawfully prescribed
and lawfully ordered by the
government in exceptional cir-
cumstances under the law, the
minister explained.
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Tyre manufacturer CEAT,
the flagship company of

RPG Enterprises, has inaugu-
rated its state-of-the-art fully
automated warehouse in the
city.

The warehouse, which has
a capacity of two lakh finished
tyres, can be expanded two-
three times over the next five
years, CEAT said in a statement
on Saturday.

The new warehouse uses
state-of-the-art technology to
automatically store, retrieve
and dispatch tyres to the right
truck. It eliminates any mix-up

of tyres, resulting in increased
customer satisfaction.

“...The fully automated
warehouse is a significant step
towards providing superior
quality products and services to
our customers. Our aim is to
deliver products in a manner
that exceeds customer expec-
tations and enhances customer
delight. This new warehouse
will help us achieve that,” CEAT
chief operating officer Arnab

Banerjee said.
The inauguration of

CEAT’s first fully-automated
warehouse marks a new mile-
stone in the company’s journey
towards growth and develop-
ment.

The Chennai plant has a
capacity of 20,000 passenger
car radials per day.

It is in close proximity to
major original equipment man-
ufacturers (OEMs) such as
automobile makers Hyundai
Motor, Renault-Nissan,
German truck maker Daimler,
heavy commercial vehicle
maker Ashok Leyland among
others.
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Over 50 per cent of millen-
nials are willing to spend

more than 25 per cent of their
income on fully managed rental
accommodations for a hassle-
free life, according to a survey.

Co-living operator Housr
has conducted a survey of
more than 600 millennials that
provides insight into the
diverse lifestyle of millennials
and their ideal housing prefer-
ences, it said in a statement.

As per findings of the sur-
vey, nearly 49 per cent of the
respondents are willing to
spend less than 25 per cent of
their income on managed
rental accommodations.

Nearly 41 per cent are will-
ing to spend 25-30 per cent
while 10 per cent respondents
are ready to pay more than 30
per cent as well.

For over 60 per cent of the
respondents, luxury, in terms of
accommodations, means a fully
managed space that includes all
necessary amenities.

Deepak Anand, Co-
Founder & CEO, Housr said,
“We are seeing a shift in the
way millennials approach
housing. They are prioritizing
experiences over ownership
and are willing to invest in lux-
ury accommodation that offers
convenience, style, and securi-
ty. “

The survey revealed that
39.48 per cent of millennials go
on vacation twice a year, and 25
per cent go once a year.

The survey also highlight-
ed that 44.86 per cent of mil-
lennials choose to stay in 3-4
star properties, 26.26 per cent
prefer to stay in high-end 5-star
properties.
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Manchester City rode
their luck to close the
gap on Arsenal at the

top of the Premier League to
two points with a 2-0 win over
Newcastle on Saturday.

Phil Foden and Bernardo
Silva scored the goals for the
defending champions, who
were let off the hook at the
Etihad by a series of glaring
misses from the visitors.

Sean Longstaff, Callum
Wilson and Joelinton were all
guilty of not even forcing
Ederson into a save as
Newcastle suffered another
blow to their hopes of a top-
four finish.

City have shown flickers of
their best form in recent weeks
but relied on two moments of
inspiration to claim a vital
three points from a disjointed
performance.

Foden struggled for form
and fitness following the World
Cup, but the England interna-
tional has looked more like his
old self over the past week.

The 22-year-old ghosted
past four Newcastle challenges
to score his fourth goal in
three games thanks to the aid
of a deflection off Sven Botman
to beat Nick Pope on 15 min-
utes.

A first full season under
Saudi ownership that promised
so much is beginning to fade
for Newcastle.

Eddie Howe's men missed
out on the club's first major tro-
phy for 54 years in losing the
League Cup final to Manchester
United last weekend.

A run of one win in eight
league games since December
26 has also seen them fall four
points behind Tottenham in the
race for a place in next season's
Champions League.

The Magpies were made to
pay for a familiar lack of poten-
cy up front.

Longstaff should have
struck back almost immediate-
ly, but the midfielder delayed a
second too long to allow
Nathan Ake to produce a bril-
liant last-ditch block.

Wilson's barren run
explains Newcastle's return of
just one goal in their last eight
league games and he then
failed to connect with Kieran
Trippier's cross.

At the other end Erling
Haaland also failed to score for
the sixth time in eight games.

The Norwegian's best
chance to extend his lead in the
fight for the Premier League's
Golden Boot came just before
the break when he headed
wide from Kevin De Bruyne's
cross.

A triple change by Howe
early in the second half nearly
had the desired effect as
Newcastle pinned City inside
their own half.

One of the substitutes Joe
Willock broke down the right
and his low cross was just beg-
ging for the finishing touch by
Joelinton, who instead missed
his kick.

Moments later, another of
the changes, Alexander Isak
had a penalty appeal turned
down as he was wiped out by
Ederson after Ruben Dias
blocked the Swede's first effort.

Pep Guardiola introduced
Silva for De Bruyne in a bid to
stem Newcastle's flow through

the City midfield.
The Portuguese had an

immediate impact with the
goal that settled City's nerves.

Haaland laid the ball into
Silva's path on the edge of the
box and with virtually his first
touch he fired low past Pope.

The second goal took the
wind out of Newcastle's sails as
City were able to see out the
final quarter comfortably and
could even have added to their
lead when Pope saved low to
his right from Foden.
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British tennis chiefs are set to
abandon their controversial

ban on Russian and Belarusian
players ahead of this year's
Wimbledon championships, it
was reported on Friday.

Following Russia's invasion
of Ukraine last year, the UK's
governing Lawn Tennis
Association (LTA) came under
pressure from the British gov-
ernment to impose a ban.

Russian and Belarusian
players were eventually barred
from all five ATP tournaments
staged by the LTA, including the
longstanding Queen's Club
event in London.

The All England Lawn

Tennis Club (AELTC), which
runs Wimbledon, imposed a
similar suspension.

But Britain's Daily Telegraph
reported Friday: "All expecta-
tions suggest that the AELTC

will lower the ban on Russians
and Belarusians".

However, it added players
from those countries may need
to sign a declaration promising
they will not "promote or glori-

fy" Russia president Vladimir
Putin's war in any way during
the tournament.

Jon Wertheim, of the US-
based Sports Illustrated maga-
zine, tweeted: "Hearing that
@Wimbledon and the LTA will
NOT repeat last year's decision
to prohibit the
Russians/Belarusians from com-
peting."

An AELTC spokeswoman
told AFP: "We are continuing to
work very closely with the UK
Government and key stake-
holders in tennis on this matter."

The ATP, which runs the
men's professional tour,
responded to last year's ban by
hitting British tennis with a $1
million fine, split between a
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Africa's National Olympic
Committees have followed

their Asian counterparts in giv-
ing the green light on Saturday
for Russian and Belarusian ath-
letes to compete at the 2024 Paris
Olympics.

Russia and its ally Belarus
have been sidelined from most
Olympic sports since Russian
forces invaded Ukraine last
February.

However, in January the
International Olympic
Committee (IOC) said it was
seeking a "pathway" for Russians
to take part in the Games.

Following that announce-
ment, the Olympic Council of
Asia (OCA) offered athletes
from both countries the chance
to compete in this year's Asian
Games.

That was a significant move
because they could gain quali-
fying marks in competition in
Asia to allow them to compete
in Paris.

Africa has now followed
suit.

The motion -- to allow
Russians and Belarusians to
compete under a neutral flag --

was passed unanimously by the
executive committee of the
Association of National Olympic
Committees of Africa
(ANOCA) at their meeting in
Nouakchott, Mauritania.

"The members came out
unanimously in favor of the par-
ticipation of Russian and
Belarusian athletes in all inter-
national competitions," the
ANOCA said in a statement.

It said ANOCA president,
the Algerian Mustapha Berraf,
had reiterated that the body
"aligns itself with the position of
the International Olympic
Committee and its President Dr.
Thomas Bach".
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Matias Vecino's brilliant
long-range strike earned

Lazio a 1-0 win at Napoli on
Friday as the runaway Serie A
leaders lost for only the second
time in the league this season.

The Uruguay midfielder
drilled in the winner on 67
minutes, unleashing a thump-
ing half-volley from 25 yards to
send Lazio up to second but
still 17 points behind Napoli.

Vecino had gone close to
scoring at the start when he
glanced Luis Alberto's free-
kick towards goal only for
Napoli captain Giovanni Di
Lorenzo to head over from
under his own crossbar.

Andre-Frank Zambo
Anguissa saw his drive from
distance deflected just over for
Napoli, who had won eight in
a row and 19 of their last 20 in

Serie A -- a run that began with
a 2-1 victory away to Lazio in
September.

Victor Osimhen, the
league's top scorer with 19
goals, headed powerfully
against the bar from a Khvicha
Kvaratskhelia cross and Ivan
Provedel produced a terrific
stop to keep out the rebound
from Kim Min-jae.

Sergej Milinkovic-Savic
grazed the crossbar with a
free-kick late on for Lazio,
who climbed above both Milan
clubs courtesy of a third succes-
sive victory.

It is only the fourth time in
25 Serie A this season that
Napoli have failed to win.

They remain overwhelm-
ing favourites for the title --
their first since 1990 -- but still
have to play Atalanta, AC
Milan, Juventus and Inter
Milan.
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First-half goals from Marco
Reus and Emre Can sent

Borussia Dortmund three points
clear at the top of the Bundesliga
on Friday with a 2-1 home win
over title rivals RB Leipzig.

Dortmund captain Reus
won and converted a penalty
after 21 minutes and Can dou-
bled the lead with five first-half
minutes remaining with a long-
distance shot from outside the
box.

The win was Dortmund's
10th from 10 matches in 2023
and switched the pressure back
to previous leaders Bayern
Munich, who travel to Stuttgart
on Saturday.

After the match, Reus told
DAZN "we had to hold on at the
end" but said "our goal was to

steal the lead on top of the table
back and we did it".

A "very satisfied" Dortmund
coach Edin Terzic said his side
"played a really good game in the
first half and in the second half
defended passionately".

"The second half was of
course frustrating but you can
see that it's not really easy to
score goals against us," he said.

"Today the two most in-
form teams in the Bundesliga
played each other."

Leipzig boss Marco Rose
said the result "was difficult to
accept" and credited
Dortmund's "efficiency".

"We've got to do more to
perform at this level consistent-
ly, but I think we also showed
what we are capable of," he
added.

Both sides were hit by late

withdrawals in the lead-up to the
game, with Leipzig striker Timo
Werner forced to the bench
through injury and Dortmund
goalkeeper Gregor Kobel injured
in the warm-up.

Julian Brandt had the ball in
the net for Dortmund after 15
minutes when he controlled a
superb lofted pass from Jude

Bellingham and put the ball past
RB 'keeper Janis Blaswich.

However, a VAR review
showed the Germany midfield-
er handled the ball before
unleashing his shot.

Reus was fouled in the box
just five minutes later and won
the spot-kick despite not going
to ground.

He dispatched the ball to the
left of Blaswich's outstretched
hand to put Dortmund 1-0 in
front.

Marcel Halstenberg had a
chance to equalise after 35
minutes when he connected
with an expert cross from
Sweden midfielder Emil
Forsberg, but the Germany
defender blasted over.

Former Liverpool midfield-
er Can doubled Dortmund's
advantage before the break, dri-
ving a long-range shot through
a crowded penalty box and into
the goal.

Leipzig, who had lost only
one of their last 22 games head-
ing into Friday's clash, found
their fluency in the second half,
with Portugal striker Andre
Silva going close a minute after
the break.

Dortmund goalkeeper
Alexander Meyer denied Silva
again midway through the sec-
ond half, but Leipzig continued
to push and cut the deficit in the
74th minute through Forsberg.

Germany wingback David
Raum, who came off the bench
in the 60th minute, cut a sliding
pass through Dortmund defend-
er Nico Schlotterbeck's legs,
allowing a diving Forsberg to
pounce.

Rose, who sat in the
Dortmund dugout in the
same fixture last season,
brought on Werner in search
of an equaliser.

The former Chelsea striker
almost snatched a point for the
visitors with an injury-time shot
but his Germany team-mate
Schlotterbeck chested it away
from danger.
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The Stade de France could be
up for sale after the

Olympics, with Paris Saint-
Germain and FIFA already
linked to the money-losing sta-
dium, sources close to the
French Minister of Sports said
on Friday.

The sources said the state
will next week call for applica-
tions to either buy or manage the
stadium from the summer of
2025.

The Stade de France was
completed in 1995 for the 1998
football World Cup. It will host
its second Rugby World Cup
final later this year and will be
the main stadium for the 2024
Olympics.

The stadium was the site of
chaotic scenes at last year's
Champions League final
between Liverpool and Real

Madrid which "almost led to dis-
aster", an independent report
released in February said.

The report said European
football's governing body UEFA
was primarily at fault. An earli-
er French Senate enquiry
blamed poorly-executed securi-
ty arrangements.

The stadium is owned by

the French state but has always
been operated by a consor-
tium made up of the two
giants of the French construc-
tion industry Vinci, with a
two-thirds share,  and
Bouygues, with the rest, who
built the stadium.

The contract ends in July
2025.

It has caused endless legal
disputes between the state and
the operators. The government
wants to find a less-costly solu-
tion.

Yet it is a challenge to find
the right formula for managing
an 80,000-seat venue that needs
a facelift.

It is also a challenge to cal-
culate how much it might real-
istically fetch. Estimates put its
worth between "400 and 600
million euros" (425 million to
637 million dollars).

Last autumn, PSG president
Nasser Al-Khelaifi, in dispute
with the city of Paris, which does
not want to sell him the Parc des
Princes, suggested his club might
buy the stadium in Saint-Denis.

The notion that his club
might move 15 kilometres across
Paris and potentially alienate
fans, was greeted with scepti-
cism.
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Novak Djokovic's bid to gain
entry to the United States for

ATP events at Indian wells and
Miami received support from the
US Tennis Association and US
Open organisers on Friday. The
Serbian star is currently barred
from entering the United States
because he is unvaccinated
against Covid-19, but has peti-
tioned US authorities for special
permission to enter.

The US Open Twitter feed
featured a post on Friday saying
American tennis authorities
hoped he would be allowed to
enter.

"Novak Djokovic is one the
greatest champions our sport has
ever seen," the post said. "The
USTA and US Open are hope-
ful that Novak is successful in his

petition to enter the country, and
that the fans will be able to see
him back in action at Indian
Wells and Miami."

The Indian Wells ATP 1000
event begins next Wednesday in
the California desert and is fol-
lowed by the prestigious tourna-
ment in Miami.

The United States still does-
n't allow unvaccinated interna-
tional travellers to enter the
country, with the Transportation
Security Administration recent-
ly indicating the policy would
not change until at least mid-
April.
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La Liga leaders Barcelona are
the hardest club in the world

to manage due to their critics
always being ready to snipe at
them even after big wins, coach
Xavi Hernandez said on
Saturday.

Barcelona beat Real Madrid
1-0 in the Copa del Rey semi-
final first leg on Thursday at the
Santiago Bernabeu, but were
criticised for only having 34 per-
cent possession.

Xavi said the demands on
his team to play good football as
well as winning games and lift-
ing trophies meant his job was
trickier than any other in the
game.

"You beat Real Madrid 1-0
and it seems that it's not con-
vincing enough, whereas if it was
the reverse there would be a
national party," Xavi told
reporters.

"So it is the hardest club in
the world. Now you believe
me? I said it last year and got
bashed for it.

"At Barcelona you have to
win and convince, to have 70
percent of possession and create
16 chances while the opponent
makes three.

"That is the objective, and
that is our objective, but you
have to understand that there is
an opponent who is the reign-
ing La Liga and European cham-
pions, and we're competing with
them."

Xavi said it was "absurd" to
criticise Barcelona for not keep-
ing the ball when they faced a
Madrid side pressing them high
up the pitch.

"We did not want to set up
in our box, Madrid pushed us
there, that wasn't our objective

for the game," said Xavi.
On Sunday Barcelona face

Valencia in La Liga, where they
have the chance to move 10
points clear before Real Madrid
face Real Betis.

Last weekend Barcelona
missed a chance to extend their
advantage as they lost 1-0 at
Almeria.

Valencia, 18th, recently
appointed Ruben Baraja as
coach and they beat Real

Sociedad 1-0 last weekend to
bolster their bid to escape rele-
gation.

"They defend well with
Baraja, they are more aggressive,
generous in their defensive work,
very fast," said Xavi.

"We come from the Almeria
defeat, we have to change the
mindset from the cup. We want
three points but the opponent
arrives in need too, they have a
lot on the line."
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Real Sociedad f ired
blanks in a 0-0 draw

with Cadiz on Friday,
unable to consolidate third
place in La Liga, leaving the
door open for Atletico
Madrid to overtake them.

The Basques had the
better of the game but their

stubborn opponents, 14th
and three points above the
relegation zone, held out for
a valuable point.

Real Sociedad, who
have held third place since
November,  could fa l l
behind Diego Simeone's
Atletico, fourth, if the
Rojiblancos beat Sevilla on
Saturday.
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Imagine a private tutor that
never gets tired, has access to
massive amounts of data and is
free for everyone. In 1966,
Stanford philosophy professor

Patrick Suppes did just that when he
made this prediction: One day,
computer technology would evolve so
that ‘millions of schoolchildren’ would
have access to a personal tutor. He
said the conditions would be just like
the young prince Alexander the Great
being tutored by Aristotle.

Now, ChatGPT, a new artificial
intelligence-powered chatbot with
advanced conversational abilities, may
have the capability to become such a
tutor. ChatGPT has collected huge
amounts of data on a wide range of
topics and can pass graduate school
exams. As a researcher who studies
how computers can be used to help
people learn, I think ChatGPT can be
used to help students excel
academically. However, in its current
form, ChatGPT shows an inability to
stay focused on one particular task, let
alone tutoring.

Philosophy, engineering and
artificial intelligence scholars
envisioned using the computer as an
“intelligent tutor” well before the
internet became a global commercial
network in the 1990s. I believe lessons
from developing those early tutoring
systems can offer insight into how
students and educators can best make
use of ChatGPT as a tutor in the
future.

�������������������
Suppes – the Stanford philosophy

professor – was a pioneer of a field
called “computer-assisted instruction”.
He developed some of the earliest
educational software. That software
provided individual instruction via
computer and led students to have
better test results than those who
didn’t use the program. I worked for
Suppes in developing software and
other online programs from 2004 to
2012.

Since then, experiments in
building “intelligent tutors” to help
students have driven advances in

artificial intelligence, social networks
and computer hardware. And today,
the abilities of ChatGPT to write
essays, answer philosophical questions
and solve computer coding problems
may finally achieve Suppes’ goal of
truly personalised tutoring via
computer.
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In 1972, a new personalised
learning system called PLATO, for
Programmed Logic for Automated
Teaching Operations, made its debut.
It was the first widely available
personalised learning system of its
kind.

Created by Don Bitzer, a professor
of electrical engineering at the
University of Illinois, PLATO allowed
up to 1,000 students to be logged onto
a mainframe computer
simultaneously. Each student could
complete different online courses in
foreign languages, music, math and
many other subjects while receiving
feedback from the computer on their
work.

PLATO enabled students to reach
the same level of achievement as in-
person classes in less time. And most
students preferred this mode of
instruction over sitting in a large
lecture class. Yet, the system was too
expensive to be used by many colleges
and universities. Each computer
terminal was marketed at over
US$8,000 – about $58,000 today –
and schools were charged additional
fees every time a student used the
system. Still, PLATO’s success with
students inspired a number of
companies to create software that
provided a similar kind of tutoring,
including the College Curriculum
Corporation, which was co-founded
by Suppes.

Popular personal computer
brands, such as Apple and
Commodore, advertised the
availability of educational software as
a reason for families to invest in a
home computer.

By 1985, researchers at Carnegie
Mellon University were designing

software using advances in artificial
intelligence and cognitive psychology.
They claimed that the current
technology had advanced to a level
that enabled computer systems to be
designed to serve as effective as
human tutors. However, even though
there were over 10,000 pieces of
educational software available at the
time, much of it was of fairly low
quality and did not provide real
tutoring.

Although the more advanced
designs of the educational software
developed at Carnegie Mellon enabled
students to learn significantly more
than students in traditional
classrooms, they were not widely used
in schools.

In the 1980s and 1990s, a school
would need a sizable number of
expensive, high-powered computer
workstations for students to use an
intelligent tutor. Today, the computers
are much more powerful and much
less expensive.

And early intelligent tutors were
used primarily in math, science and
technology courses, which limited
their appeal. Students could not ask
the software programs a question.
However, students could get feedback
on answers to quizzes and tests.

In 2001, the next generation of
intelligent tutoring systems was able
to have conversations with students in
written English. These systems, early
chatbots, used advances in natural
language processing to have dialogues
with students about a range of
subjects. Each system was designed
specifically for one subject, such as
physics. Adding another subject, like
English, would require its own
specialised tutoring system.

The next few years brought three
developments, which enabled a
forward leap in achieving the dream
of computerised tutoring. One was the
availability of broadband internet,
which was faster than the dial-up
connections of the 1990s. The second
was the lower cost of more powerful
computers. The third was investment
by technology companies and
government funding for university

research in artificial intelligence,
which led to the development of what
we now call chatbots.
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By 2007, early AI chatbots

provided tutoring by talking students
through their answers to questions.
Research showed these chatbots
supported learning outcomes similar
to the effects of human tutors.. Even
so, using chatbot technology to
provide tutoring was primarily
experimental.

During the 2010s, social networks
and advances in artificial intelligence
dramatically changed the way people
interact with technology. Chatbots are
integrated into many parts of our lives
and are no longer experimental.
People now talk to their phones, to
their cars and their home appliances.
Many people have virtual assistants at
home. They can ask Alexa, Siri or
Google for directions or the answers
to simple homework questions.

Today, ChatGPT has advanced
abilities that enable more complex
conversations and can provide
individualised tutoring much like
what Suppes predicted in 1966.

I asked ChatGPT why it would be
a good tutor, and it responded: “I am
a good tutor for a student because I
am able to understand and respond to

a wide range of questions and
prompts, and I can provide detailed
and accurate information on a wide
range of subjects. Additionally, I am
able to communicate this information
in a clear and easy-to-understand
manner, making it accessible for
students of all levels of understanding.
Because I am a machine-learning
model, I can also provide a large
amount of information quickly and
efficiently, which can be especially
helpful for students who are trying to
learn a lot of new material in a short
amount of time.”

By contrast, Siri said, “Hmm … I
don’t have an answer for that. Is there
something else I can help you with?”

Recent research in using chatbots
in college courses shows that how
chatbots are used is important in
encouraging students to learn more
deeply. For instance, AI chatbots
enabled significant improvements in
learning in a graduate course on cloud
computing at Carnegie Mellon. These
learning gains occurred when these
chatbots asked students to build on an
existing argument or to provide more
information about a claim they had
made. In this case, the chatbot asked
the student a question, rather than
vice versa.

Many educators are worried about
students learning less with ChatGPT
since it can be used to cheat on
assignments and papers. Others are
worried about ChatGPT giving wrong
answers or spreading misinformation.

Yet the history and research of
intelligent tutors show that using the
right design to harness the power of
chatbots like ChatGPT can make
deeper, individualised learning
available to almost anyone. For
example, if people use ChatGPT to
ask students questions that prompt
them to revise or explain their work,
students will have better learning
gains. Since ChatGPT has access to far
more knowledge than Aristotle ever
did, it has great potential for
providing tutoring to students to help
them learn more than they would
otherwise.

(courtesy: The Conversation)
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Twenty-year-old DU stu-
dent Srishti Nagpal had
to take medication for a

full week to recover from the
skin sensitivities she devel-
oped after Holi last year. Her
friends had used grease and
other chemical colors, which
caused eczema. In addition to
having blisters and severe flak-
ing, her skin started to swell
and become quite itchy.

Srishti’s case is not a lone
case. We hear almost yearly
during Holi that many people
suffer as a result of using col-
ors that contain toxic chemi-
cals. Excessive application of
these substances on skin might
cause major health problems in
addition to harming it.

Her doctor, Cosmetic
Dermatologist Dr. Akriti
Gupta from Jivisha Clinic,
Yamuna Vihar, New Delhi
points out that, "industry
chemicals like engine oil, diesel,
acids, mica, glass powder, and
alkalis are highly used in mak-
ing of colors these days. Not
only do these chemicals dam-
age the skin very badly, but
they also cause serious injuries
like eczema, redness, blisters,
extreme redness, and flaking of
the skin. It is advisable to take
precautions in order to reduce
any potential harm these could
do to the skin and hair.”

Dr. Karuna Malhotra,
Cosmetologist and Aesthetic
Physician from Cosmetic Skin
Clinic, Rajouri Garden, New
Delhi, adds, "certain colors are
extremely poisonous and may
even be cancerous. Individuals
who handle colored objects or
engage in Holi frequently get

severe skin reactions, asthmat-
ic flare-ups, and conjunctivitis.”

Furthermore, Rhodamine
B for pink, Red is obtained
from mercury sulphite, Purple
is obtained from chromium
iodide, and many people asked
for darker colors that stay on
the skin for a long time, but the
industrial chemicals present
in these colors can cause seri-
ous diseases like skin cancer,
explains Dr Malhotra. "Not
only that, but the toxic colors
combined with the UV rays
from the sun can cause a pho-

totoxic reaction to the skin that
further leads to blisters.

It's usually a good idea to
hydrate your skin well with oil
or moisturizer before starting
to play because it works best for
the skin and minimizes chem-
ical accumulation, advises Dr.
Gupta. Also, consume a lot of
water all day long. Water will
keep you energized, prevent ill-
nesses, and prevent heat
exhaustion, she suggests.

In addition to colors,
bhang is another custom con-
nected to Holi. The two ele-
ments that bring the event to a
close are rang and bhang.
Nonetheless, bhang overdose
might result in major health
issues.

"Bhang is a drug that
induces drowsiness and sleepi-
ness. Bhang consumption can
cause elevated blood pressure,
an accelerated heart rate, as well
as effects on the developing
baby's neurological system and

brain” says Dr. Shobha Gupta,
Medical Director, Gynecologist
and IVF Specialist from
Mother’s Lap IVF Centre, New
Delhi.

For a pregnant lady, it's
essential not to participate in
any Holi festivities; instead, stay
inside or, accompany some
elders or trusted friends. “Also,
we are aware that today's holi
colours are composed of chem-
icals. Certain hues are poten-
tially cancer-causing. Thus,
breastfeeding mothers should
use the same caution as preg-
nant women. Premature birth,
births with low birth weight,
miscarriages, and abortions
may occur if these colors are
used by a pregnant person in

an area where lead is present.
The nervous and reproductive
systems may also be impacted.”
Dr Manish Jhangra, Delhi-
based Senior Dermatologist
too warned that chemical col-
ors can also lead to a range of
health issues, particularly ear,

nose, and throat (ENT) dis-
eases, besides various respira-
tory problems like asthma
when inhaled. Hence, one
should opt for organic or home
made natural colours with nat-
ural extracts. These are envi-
ronmentally friendly and won't
cause harm to the hair, skin or
eyes, he says, adding that the
colours can be easily using sim-
ple kitchen ingredients. 
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Mansukh Mandaviya, Union
Health Minister and  Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Union Railways Minister
last week flagged off a Jan Aushadhi
Train (Chhattisgarh Samparkranti
Express) here. Wrapped with brand-
ing of Jan Aushadhi scheme to spread
awareness about Jan Aushadhi
Generic medicines, the train is set to
cover more than 4 States for 2
months. Also, the similar train from
Pune to Danapur has been flagged off

covering 4 States for 2 months for
generating awareness amongst the
general public about Jan Aushadhi
scheme.

Mandaviya said that more than
9000 Jan Aushadhi kendras are work-
ing to ensure that people would get
quality medicines at affordable prices
and these Kendras are gaining pop-
ularity amongst public while
Vaishnaw informed that Railways
Ministry has decided to open Jan
Aushadhi kendras at some big railway
stations. This will prove beneficial for
the commuters as they can buy med-

icines from these kendras at stations
and they don’t need to go anywhere.
The Minister also informed that
“Jan Aushadhi Kendra can be opened
by any private individual. 20% com-
mission is provided to him so that he
can not only get a medium of employ-
ment, but also of service. These
Kendras are also providing sanitary
pads to women at the price of just Re
1 per pad.”
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An estimated 8 million newborns
suffer from birth defects annually
worldwide. Nine out of every 10 chil-
dren born with a serious birth defect
are in low- and middle-income coun-
tries, WHO regional director for
South-East Asia Poonam Khetrapal
Singh said as the countries observed
World Birth Defects Day on March
3. In the South-East Asia Region,
birth defects are the third-most com-
mon cause of child mortality and the
fourth-most common cause of
neonatal mortality, accounting for 12

per cent of all neonatal deaths, she
said.

She said that birth defects
increased as a proportion of child
mortality in the region, from 6.2% to
9.2% between 2010 and 2019.

In 2019, birth defects contributed
to at least 117,000 deaths in the
region, about 22% of the global total,
Singh said and asked authorities to
work to facilitate better connection
between health facilities and commu-
nity-based networks, platforms and
organisations.
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The family of a 39-year-old busi-
nessman, who was declared brain
dead at a private hospital in Delhi,
donated his organs and saved four
lives, including that of a 16-year-old
girl. On February 23, Manikandan
Ayyappan, a resident of Mayur Vihar,
was admitted after sudden loss of
consciousness because of bleeding in
the brain, said Dr Ashutosh Bhardwaj,
director critical care, Dharamshila
Narayana Super Speciality Hospital.

Despite efforts, doctors could not
save him and he was declared brain
dead on Monday, Dr Bhardwaj said.
His family was counselled for organ
donation. Subsequently, the organs
were allocated to recipients through
National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation (NOTTO).
One kidney was transplanted to a 38-
year-old woman at Max Hospital in
Vaishali who was on dialysis for sev-
eral years, said Dr Yasir Rizvi, senior
consultant in Nephrology at
Dharamshila Narayana Hospital. The
second kidney was allocated to a 42-
year-old woman at the Dharamshila
Narayan Hospital while the heart
went to a 52-year-old man at
Maharaja Agrasen Hospital. The
liver was transplanted at Dharamshila
Narayana Hospital, to a girl studying
in Class XI.
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Combining the best of
Ayurveda and modern medicine
can help cut down kidney diseases

at least by 75 per cent, health
experts have said even as they
noted that prevention is better than
cure in the scenario where treat-
ment cost is escalating.

Dr. Satya N Dornala, Medical
Superintendent of Vivekananda
Ayurvedic Panchakarma Kendra,
Delhi, said that regular monitoring
of blood pressure (BP) is most
important. “If someone's BP rises
from normal, then he/she should
immediately try to control it.
Because high BP can result into
kidney disorder,” he warned while
speaking at an ongoing webinar
themed ‘Kidney Manthan’ being
organized by AIMIL
Pharmaceuticals, ahead of World
Kidney Day on March 9.

Dr Dornala further added that
if people adopt three concepts of
Ayurveda in life, they can avoid
chronic ailments like kidney, BP
and diabetes. “These are balanced
diets according to Ayurveda, prop-
er sleep and regular exercise.”

Apart from this, there are
many herbs in Ayurveda, includ-

ing Chandraprabhawati, which are
helpful in boosting kidney’s
healthy. For example, AIMIL's
NeeriKFT, a herbal formulation,
based on extracts from medicinal
plants like punarnava among oth-
ers, is beneficial for the kidney and
has the ability to repair its damaged
cells.

Dr. Sanchit Sharma, Executive
Director, AIMIL Pharmaceuticals
stressed on increasing awareness
about health and ways of keeping
it healthy. “This will help not only
keep the kidney diseases at bay but
also make it possible to get treat-
ment immediately.”

On the occasion, Dr. Prabhu S,
Internal Medicine Specialist from
Bangalore, Dr SK Mishra, general
medical practitioner from Odisha
and Dr Sanjeev Sharma, nephrol-
ogist from Rajasthan among oth-
ers from States including
Rajasthan, Odisha,  Madhya
Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu spoke
about healthcare of the kidney.
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The festival of colours

also means indulgence
in fried and sweet foods
(including mithai l ike
gujiya) and drinks. But
overindulging in food,
which is especially tempting
at this time, can be heavy on
your digestive system.
Acidity can cause us a lot of
discomfort if not addressed.
Also known as acid reflux,
this occurs when excess acid
is produced in the stomach
and backs up into your
“food pipe”, known as the
oesophagus.

Indigestion, nausea and
constipation are also other
common symptoms of acid
reflux.  

Thankfully, there are
simple tips that can be
implemented to alleviate
symptoms. With home
remedies, antacid solutions
and lifestyle and diet mea-
sures, quick and long-lasting
relief is possible, tell the
doctors.

Dr Shri Ram Agrawal,
Senior Consultant
Gastroenterologist  and
Specialist in Liver says (With
pix), “As many as 30% of
Indians frequently experi-
ence symptoms of heart-
burn, bloating and nausea.
These are typically signs of
acid ref lux or
Gastroesophageal reflux dis-
ease, known as GERD,
which can cause significant
discomfort. Thankfully, sev-
eral solutions offer immedi-
ate or long-lasting relief,
including l ifestyle and
dietary changes and medica-
tion like antacids.”

Here are some tips that
can be followed to manage
the acidity:

1. Using home remedies
for quick relief : There are
several natural home reme-
dies for acid reflux symp-
toms – many of which are
likely to be in your kitchen.
These include: 
■ Tulsi (basil leaves) –

Wash and chew the
leaves, or boil a cup of
water and brew the
leaves, having it as a hot,
soothing tea.

■ Saunf (fennel seeds) –
Soak some fennel seeds
in water for a few hours
and have after meals, or
chew the seeds directly.

■ Gur (jaggery) – Soak
some jaggery in cold
water and drink, or sim-
ply eat a small piece after
meals.

■ Almonds – Have a hand-

ful of unsoaked almonds
throughout the day,
along with bananas.
2. Seeking long-lasting

relief. These include:
■ For more long-lasting

relief from acidity, you
can also take antacids
that are available over-
the-counter.  These
quickly help ease acidity
symptoms by neutraliz-
ing stomach acid,
whether you’re at home,
at work or on-the-go.
Today, these are readily
available in various easy-
to-consume formats,
from chewable tablets
toliquid-based gel syrups
in tasty flavours, like
orange, mint, and mixed
fruit.

Dr Jejoe Karankumar,
Medical Affairs Director,
Abbott India (with pix) was
of the opinion that due to
unhealthy eating and
lifestyle habits, an increasing
number of people in India is
experiencing stomach acid-
ity. “This condition acidity
can be improved by having
a balanced diet. In addition,
instantly cooling antacids
can also be an option for fast
and effective relief.”

Reducing discomfort

linked to stomach acidity
can help people carry on
with the rest of their day and
continuedoing the things
they enjoy as part of a
healthier, fuller life.”

He further said that,
while it is important to
know how to manage stom-
ach acidity, understanding
how you can prevent this –
especially in case it is occur-
ring more frequently – is
also crucial.

There are a few lifestyle
and dietary tips you can
follow year-round to keep
this condition in check.

Avoid foods especially
prone to causing acid reflux
including fried delicacies
and fat-heavy sweets and
spicy foods (various types of
chaat, sabji or vegetables
with garam masala). This
includes your Holi-special
delicacies, from phirni and
dahivada.

■ Understand your trig-
gers to help you keep
symptoms at bay.

■ Watch out the time at
which you eat – which
can be delayed when you
get carried away with
the festivities. Keep a
gap of at least an hour
between your bedtime
and your last meal.

■ Avoid wearing tight
clothing post meals.

■ Stay well hydrated and
maintain a consistent
sleep pattern and daily
exercise.
In case your symptoms

persist or you’re frequently
experiencing acidity attacks,
consult your doctor.
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● Apply lots of good SPF before going outside. On the

day of Holi, make sure to only use products with a lot
of vitamin E and SPF. They will act as a shield from
UV rays.

● Before you begin playing, thoroughly grease your hair.
Olive oil and coconut oil are both good choices for pro-
tecting your hair from damaging dyes.

● Put some oil behind your ears, on your ear lobes, and
under your nails as these are areas where color can
readily settle.

● Avoid sitting in the hot sun after playing Holi if you
used chemical colors, especially if they are still on your
face or body. As a result, the colors are more vibrant
and challenging to remove. Sit in the shade even if you
are outdoors

● Use more red or pink colors, which can easily be taken
off. Gaudy ones like purple, green, yellow and orange
have more harmful chemicals in them and should be
avoided.

● Don’t forget to wear waterproof sunscreen before you
step out for a day in the sun at least SPF 30 or more.

● Wear clothes that cover most of your body. Avoid heavy
fabrics like denim that don’t dry easily.

● Cover your head with a thick scarf or bandana.
● Don’t wear lenses when you go out to play. While Holi

colors cause irritability, lenses have a tendency to
absorb the color, thereby making things worse. Wear
glasses and keep wiping them clean from time to time.

��������������������������������!���
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● After a wash, deep condition your hair. Ensure that

your hair is tidy. After two to three days, use a hair
mask to repair the damage.

● It's important to clean the skin and hair after using
color. Instead of intensively rubbing the skin with soap
to remove gulal, use a cleanser. Use a lot of moistur-
izer afterward, especially those designed for sensitive
skin.

● Refrain from using your fingernails to remove paint
since they may leave unsightly stains. To remove the
colors, gently scrub the body and face with a granu-
lar cleanser.

● Avoid bleaching, shaving, waxing, facial clean-ups, and
other procedures the following week. Give your
body's skin some time to recover from the damage.

● Kerosene, gasoline, and spirits should not be used to
remove stains since they will dry out your skin.

● Use a mixture of sea salt, glycerin, and a few drops of
aroma oil to rejuvenate your skin. This mixture has
an antibacterial and antifungal effect and can remove
chemical colors.glasses and keep wiping them clean
from time to time.
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The Windsor Framework
seems to be a great relief for

the people of both sides of the
Irish Sea. On the last day of
February, the UK and the
European Union (EU) reached
a historic deal with the main
objective to revise the Northern
Ireland Protocol (NIP) that
was set up to define the busi-
ness regulations between the
Northern Ireland, a British
Province, and the Republic of
Ireland, an EU member.

The deal was signed by UK
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
and EU Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen at
Windsor near London. To
Sunak, this framework is all
about “what is best for people
in Northern Ireland” and not
for politicians. But only time
will tell how this could mend
the historically tense relations
between Northern Ireland and
the UK.

Northern Ireland is a
British-ruled province which
shares a long border with the
Republic of Ireland. When the
UK formally left the EU on
January 31, 2020, the trickiest
subject was how to settle the
business and transactions
between Northern Ireland and
the Republic of Ireland on an
open border between the two.

To avoid the hard border
with Ireland, and to prevent
goods that arrive unchecked
into the EU’s single market,
Boris Johnson, the then UK
Prime Minister who finally
broke the contentious deal
with the EU, agreed to leave
Northern Ireland within the
latter’s single market. Further it
implies that Northern Ireland
had to follow the regulations
made by the EU.

On the other hand, the
province being part of Britain’s
customs territory, it imposes a
customs border in the sea
between Northern Ireland and
the UK. The Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP), the
largest unionist party of
Northern Ireland, says when
the province is following the
EU rules, it must have a say.

If we reflect on history,
what we observe is that both
the UK and Ireland joined the
precursor to the EU in the

1970s and their joining into a
common union put an end to
the customs barriers. But the
parts of the border between the
two countries were fortified
during the time of “The
Troubles” — a period when
violence erupted between the
Republicans and the loyalists.
The Republicans were also
known as the Nationalists who
wanted Northern Ireland to be
independent from the UK and
join the Republic of Ireland.

They were known as the
Republicans because they
wanted to join the Republic of
Ireland. On the other hand, the
Unionists were those who
wanted Northern Ireland to be
with the UK. They were also
known as the loyalists because

they are loyal to the British
Crown.

Besides, the Unionists are
primarily Protestants whereas
the Republicans are Catholics.
So, the trouble began between
them on the ideological front
and finally it took a bloody turn
in the past.

The fight between the two
groups took nearly three
decades to come to a stop in
1998. The signing of the Good
Friday Agreement on April
10, 1998 (also known as Belfast
Agreement) helped put an end
to the bitter struggle called The
Troubles. The message that
has flown from London is that
the bureaucracy i.e. checks
and paperwork for trading
brought by the NIP, might

threaten the Good Friday
Agreement.

But ironically, as the opin-
ion polls demonstrate most of
the Northern Ireland voters
who opposed the Brexit process
have supported the NIP. But
the Unionists, their supporters
and sympathisers have seri-
ously wanted to revise the NIP.

Why is the NIP so contro-
versial? This all started with the
finalisation of the Brexit deal
between the UK Government
and the EU. In fact, the historic
Brexit process had created a
new borderline between the
UK and Northern Ireland. The
NIP was part of the Brexit
process. The basic framework
that guides the NIP includes
Northern Ireland within the

EU’s single market for goods.
As a result, the NIP arrange-
ments allow the Irish Border to
open for goods. But what it
means was that the products
reaching Northern Ireland
from the rest of the UK are
fully subjected to checks and
controls.

For the DUP, the NIP has
already caused great econom-
ic and constitutional damage to
Northern Ireland and its peo-
ple. For many, the contentious
deal in the past has spoiled the
community consent across the
borders necessary for bringing
the process of devolution into
reality. Thus the constitution-
al and democratic issues raised
by the protocol are of primary
importance for the region. The

problem is that the EU laws
were imposed on Northern
Ireland without any democra-
tic deliberation on the same.
Indeed from the beginning of
the NIP, it was demanded by
the Unionists that securing
legal replacement of the NIP
was of utmost importance if
peace and tranquillity were to
be sustained in Northern
Ireland.

What are the business
implications of the Windsor
Framework? The British
Government is finally trying to
bring an end to bureaucratic
hurdles so as to smoothen the
trade between Northern
Ireland and the UK. And it
resulted in the signing of the
Windsor Framework last
month. The centre of the
Windsor Framework is the
Green Lanes and the Red
Lanes. Now, the British goods
that travel from Northern
Ireland ports using the Green
Lanes will face less paperwork.
On the other hand, the Irish
goods that come into the UK
will pass through the Red
Lanes and will have to go
through customs processes and
other regular checks.

Further to utilise the Green
Lane, the goods have to be reg-
istered under the New United
Kingdom Internal Market
Scheme (UKIMS) as trusted
goods. A large group of busi-
nesses will be moved under the
UKIMS, including those which
are already settled in the UK
and those that have no physi-
cal presence in Northern
Ireland.

The UK Government says
it has removed more than 60
EU food and drink rules that
were originally there in the NIP.
The Government has also said
it will help the businesses with
financial support for labelling
changes under the new agree-
ment. Another significant
aspect of the Windsor
Framework is Stormont Brake.
This implies that under the
new deal, the Stormont that is
Parliament of Northern Ireland
will have the power to object to
the EU rules. And this is called
Stormont Brake.

It is hoped that the
Windsor Framework could

resolve the thorniest issues of
the post-Brexit mess. But both
the UK and the EU will have to
make legislative changes to
implement the new agreement.
And this will start after a meet-
ing next month.

For Sunak, it is a great but
cautious start to handle the
remnants of a volatile issue
called Brexit that forced three
Prime Ministers out of 10
Downing Street in the past.
Some of the proposals under
the Framework will take longer
time. For example, the Sunak
Government’s promise of a
new regime for business parcels
will start in October 2024.
Meanwhile, Sunak has already
promised a parliamentary vote
on the Framework, and he is
likely to win the same as the
Opposition Labour Party has
agreed to support him. But
then no one knows what his
Conservative colleagues are
planning and if a sizable num-
ber of them revolts, he might
be forced to face the same fate
like Johnson.

However, the internation-
al community is tired of regime
change in London for the last
four years since the starting of
the real Brexit negotiations
with the EU. Now it’s time for
the Conservatives to under-
stand both global and nation-
al dynamics to stabilise the eco-
nomic environment of the
country.

And around the same time,
as the Russia-Ukraine war is
seriously threatening the glob-
al economic stability, the
British and the Irish lawmak-
ers need to be more cautious to
fix the post-Brexit issues as
early as possible.

The battle starts in London
and this time it is better and
safer for the Conservative
politicians to allow Sunak to
run a stable government. Only
this can save the Windsor
Framework and can help in
ironing out the other con-
tentious issues with the bureau-
cracy in Brussels, the head-
quarters of the EU.

(The writer is the Head of
the Department of Arts and
Humanities at Geeta University,
Panipat)

In the post-pandemic era,
the Finance Minister pre-

sented the Budget before
Parliament focusing on seven
priorities, one of which is
inclusive development. 

The goal of achieving
inclusive development is
impossible without giving spe-
cial attention to the health
sector. The Union Budget allo-
cated �88,956 crore for the
health sector with an increment
of 2.71 per cent compared to
the previous Budget. But it
comes down to 3.1 per cent by
adjusting for base year infla-
tion. The reduction in Budget
allocation to health in real
terms on the one hand and the
rising population, particularly
the elderly, on the other, which
is projected to reach 11 per cent
and 18 per cent by 2025 and
2050 respectively, could have
implications on health indica-
tors due to demand and supply
mismatch. 

The Economic Survey has
shown some progress in health
indicators like IMR and MMR,
which have come down from
45 and 167 in 2013 to 32 and
97 in 2020 respectively. Still, we
are lagging behind the target of
achieving sustainable devel-
opment goals (SDGs). Unlike
the previous Budget, there is no
mention about the prevention
and control of non-communi-
cable diseases which are the
major contributors to death
and deprivation (65 per cent of
deaths, Economic Survey 2022-

23). The allocation of funds for
the tertiary healthcare sector
decreased from 500.5 crore in
the previous Budget to 289.81
crore in the present Budget. 

Though the allocated
funds remained unutilised
across many States in India as
per NITI Aayog reports. Still,
the reduction of funds is not a
solution. Instead of reducing
funds, more focus should be
given to healthcare governance
and efficient utilisation of
funds.

The focus of the
Government on eradicating
sickle cell anemia is a welcome
step as it accounts for 20 per
cent of all child deaths in India
by the age of two, as per the
ICMR report. Another notable
move is the 19 per cent increase
in the Budget for the Indian
System of Medicines (ISM).
The sizeable increase in budget
for AYUSH will revive and pro-
mote the traditional knowledge
of preventive healthcare. This
parallel development of the
ISM along with modern
healthcare will be able to meet
the growing demand for
healthcare. Further, the capital
expenditure for the establish-
ment of 157 nursing colleges
could increase skillful man-
power in the health sector and
improve nurse to population
ratio. Similarly, a 12 per cent
hike in funds for PMJAY could
help in addressing the problem
of financial risk associated
with medical out-of-pocket

expenditure (OOPE) as 55
million people every year fall
into poverty trap in India
(WHO report 2022).

The present Budget allo-
cated �1,250 crore for phar-
maceutical industries which
will boost such industries and
pharmacy exports. But there is
a decrease in funds under the
production-linked incentives

scheme which was introduced
in 2020 to incentivise those
industries which produce the
main ingredients like API
(active pharmaceutical ingre-
dients) on which India is heav-
ily dependent on imports, par-
ticularly on China. Moreover,
the allocation regarding the
establishment of the National
Centers for Disease Control

(NCDC) for the “zoonotic dis-
eases and some specific
neglected tropical-disease-sur-
veillance of viral hepatitis anti-
microbial resistance” has
reduced to �55 crore com-
pared to �71 crore in the pre-
vious year. Similarly, the bud-
get for medical and health
research has been reduced to
�2,980 core this year as com-

pared to �3,200 crore in the
previous year, which has
decreased by 6.8 per cent. This
decrease in expenditure has
long-term implications for a
country like India which shares
21 per cent of the global bur-
den of disease as per the WHO
report 2022. Therefore, more
funds should have been allo-
cated to medical research so

that advanced tools, equip-
ment, and drugs could have
been developed for the early
detection and treatment of
high-risk diseases.

The recent Covid-19 pan-
demic has exposed the weak-
ness in the Indian healthcare
system along with inequity in
access, finance, and delivery of
healthcare across regions and
socio-economic groups. Those
issues to some extent can be
addressed through digital
health. In this context, the
government has allocated 90
crore for telemedicine in the
last two budgets. Though it is
a small amount, it will trigger
the digital health system in
India and will increase last-
mile accessibility by reducing
geographical barriers. The
recent example of supplying
medicines through drones in
Meghalaya and delivering
online health services in
remote Tamil Nadu villages are
the best examples of increasing
healthcare accessibility in tough
terrains. Similarly, to address
the emerging problem of men-
tal health, the National Tele
Mental Health Program with
an allocation of �133 crore has
been devised. This is a laudable
step that might address 14 per
cent of the Indian population.

(Pratap C Mohanty is
Associate Professor, IIT Roorkee;
Sandeep Kumar and Jatinder
Singh are research scholars, IIT
Roorkee)
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Taking off from the previous
issue, it is time now to look at
the symbolic meaning of Mount

Kailasha. It is said to be the place of
abode of Lord Siva. It is one of the
high peaks in the Himalayan range to
which lot of perennial rivers are
sourced.  Contextually, however, only
the river Ganges has been named for
the sake of understanding.  Being one
of the highest peaks, it is closest to the
cosmic world, simultaneously having
all round view of life down below.
Lord Shiva is adorned with lunar cres-
cent over his head, which read togeth-
er with his place of abode, the
Himalayan range having in store
perennial rivers, is symbolic of eterni-
ty, infinity. 

The presence of lunar crescent
symbolizes the convergence of all
nature driven forces.  For, Moon’s
luminosity is drawn out of the light
extended by the Sun, as well as all the
planets and stars up above in the cos-
mos.  But before all light drawn thus,
flows down the line, Moon does its
own stamping by turning them into an
amiable form.    

With the play of Damru, the equi-

librated state of the primal source gets
shaken, when the primal sound note
O? comes into play.  Now going by the
scientific perception, once there is
entropy (disorder), it multiplies in
geometric progression.  So, it hap-
pened following excitation of O?
sound.  In the process, first came into
play Energy- trinity - Sata, Rajasa, and
Tamasa.  Trident, it may kindly be
noted is symbolic of Lord Siva’s cre-
ative power - the three phalanges of
the trident branching out of the base
rod imply three dimensions of energies
emanating from a singularity.    The
random mutation of the three that fol-
lowed, led to multitude of differentiat-
ed energy streams.  The harmony and
symphony of these differentiated ener-
gy streams that followed, led to all cre-
ations, first up above in the cosmos. 

The ground thus got laid down for
carrying forward the creation chain to
the earth plane, in which Moon playing
from the front serves as the carrier of
cosmic energies.    Moon, thus, serves as
the interface between the cosmic world
above and life mechanism on earth
plane. Thus, comes into being a life
cycle, which runs in succession, as

would water stream of the perennial
river Ganges originating from Lord
Siva’s hair locks imply.  Water travels
from its source to the sea, extending life
all through its run.  We are all aware

that but for water there would be no live
form-existence.  Science also believes
that the first live existence emerged in
water.  Water running down the river
stream as also in the sea evaporates,

leaving behind all impurities, takes the
form of cloud, and again rains back to
recharge the water bodies on earth on a
regular basis.  All forms of life follow a
similar cycle.  We are born and then
after pursuing one’s journey here in this
world for a while, we meet the end of
our form-existence.  Life’s journey how-
ever does not end in finality with death.
It rather gets recycled with a new reju-
venated body-encasement, charged with
fresh vigour and strength, as the water
resources get recycled.  Life’s journey
thus continues changing its garb again
and again, the way water changes its
form when it evaporates, cloud is
formed, it rains, or when it turns into
snow.  But in all its stages, it primarily
remains water only. 

Now coming back to Lord Siva’s
entourage, it exemplifies multitude of
existences forming this world.  It is
pertinent to note that as per Indian
perception approximately 8.4 million
species are there in existence.  Perhaps,
even the chroniclers of modern science
too are closing up with this figure.
The divine beings are personification
of the cosmic forces, vital to creation,
sustenance, and recycling of existential

order.  Human beings armed with
intelligence and awareness level, high-
er than other creatures, the onus lies
on them to work towards qualitative
existence, individually and collectively.
Devilish existences imply ignorant
people with relatively lower intelli-
gence level and primarily driven by
animalistic instincts.    They, therefore,
are not expected to be conscious about
their collective obligations.  It also
implies all negative orientation of
mind that may prove detrimental to
harmonious and peaceful coexistence.

The presence of invisible exis-
tences such as ghosts, make out a pur-
poseful reference.   These unseen crea-
tures supposedly symbolise the invisi-
ble existence in the intervening period
between two successive form-exis-
tences.  They, therefore, symbolise
continuum between successive lives.
In a way it can be said that Lord Siva’s
entourage presents a picture of all seen
and unseen existences forming this liv-
ing world.  
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