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HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS ON RISE IN 60 MPS AT RAILWAYS’ DOOR FOR
ARABIAN SEA THREAT TO FISHERIES VANDE BHARAT TRAIN SERVICES

Wh ‘Vande Bharat' trains running at almost full capacity on
n

DELHI IS ONE CITY WHERE INDISCIPLINSRO TO LAUNCH 2 MISSIONS UNDER
IS THE HIGHEST: N R NARAYANA MURTKWAGANYAAN PROGRAMME IN 2023

iting an example of traffic rule violation in the national capital,

fosys founder N R Narayana Murthy on Tuesday said that he

els uncomfortable coming to Delhi because it is the one city '‘Gaganyaan' programme followed by country's maiden
where indiscipline is the highest. While speaking at the All India human space-flight mission in 2024, Union Minister Jitendra
Management Association (AIMA) Foundation Day, Murthy shared that Singh has said. The second part of the 2023 mission will carry
people should treat community property better than personal a female robot "Vyommitra" to space, the science and
property as one of the values to avoid issues of dishonesty in public  technology minister said. In an interview with PTI, Singh said
governance. "l really feel very uncomfortable coming to Delhi, thisis  these missions were envisaged to be launched in the 75th year
one city where indiscipline is the highe_st. Let me give you an of Indian independence, but due to the emergence of COVID-19
example. | came yesterday from the Airport. these programmes were delayed by two to three years.

arine scientists on Tuesday warned about the rise in harmful he Indian Space and Research Organisation (ISRO) will

Igal blooms (HABSs) in the Arabian Sea, the threat it poses to 0 routes, 60 parliamentarians, including 14 MPs from launch two initial missions later this year under the
mariculture activities and fisheries, and the aquatic food-borne on-NDA parties, have petitioned the railways to begin the
health risks it can cause. Scientists raised concerns over the increase operation of the state-of-the-art trains connecting their
in HABs while speaking at the One Health Aquaculture India workshop constituencies. While most of the petitions have come from BJP
being organised by the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and MPs, including senior leader Devendra Fadnavis who has asked
Aquaculture Science (CEFAS) of the United Kingdom government and for a train between Solapur and Mumbai. Union Parliamentary
the ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) here. = Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi has requested for a Vande Bharat
According to them, a roughly three-fold increase in HAB was reported train from Dharwad to Bangaluru and Civil Aviation minister
during the period from 2000 to 2020, a CMFRI release said. Jyotiraditya M Scindia for a train to Gwalior.

Stop diversion of Krishna watéfTR: Lite Sciences target is to be
US$ 100 billion in next 5 years

i > 2‘.,% PNSn HYDERABAD In an interview to a TV channel According to him, BioAsia host-
et el Tl T ¢ | in Davos in January, KTR said thed delegates from over 100 countries

TS WRITES TO TUNGABHADRA BOARD FOR ACTION AGAINST AP

NAVEENA GHANATE

n HYDERABAD = By ol

Telangana State has written to th
Tungabhadra Board complaining
that Andhra Pradesh had divertec
Krishna (Srisailam) water to K.C
(Kurnool Cuddapah) Canal and
Tungabhadra (KCC, LLC) water tc
High Level Canal "in clear violatior
of the KWDT Award and it needs to
be stopped immediately”.
In its letter, Telangana objected e
Andhra Pradesh's actions to usur
more water than allowed under thg
Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal-1

The World Health OrganisationWHO was keen to set up the
will be setting up MRNA (messenhub in Hyderabad and
ger ribonucleic acid) vaccine hub imopefully it will
Telangana, Minister for IT andhappen soon.
Industries KT Rama Rao said on Rama Rao saif,
Tuesday. more than USD 3
MRNA is becoming a promisingbillion worth of
technology to address a growingnvestments an
number of infectious diseases. KTRade took place dury =
said steps are being taken by the statg the past 19 ed
government to promote the life scitions of BioAsia,
ences sector. Telangana has a tarfagjship annual life sci-
of making the industry worth USDences convention, and the®s
100 billion from USD 50 billion in 20th edition is set to be held )
2021 and the workforce from thdrom February 24 to 26.

during the event in Hyderabad
which helped in show-
casing the ecosystem
and policies to the
global leaders,
"\, while over 20,000
- partnering meet-
_ ings have also
. been held.

On the 20th edi-
tion of BioAsia,
the minister
unveiled the theme of
the event, 'Advancing for
ONE - Shaping the next

&2 Awards.

The KWDT-1 Award stipulat- Tungabhadra water only fromKrishna basin in the Penna basirthrough TB RB HLC. But AP is
ed that KC Canal, Tungabhadrdungabhadra Dam. But AP hadrhe KWDT-1 and 2 Ordersdiverting more water outside
Right Bank High Level Canal andeen utilising Krishna water to( KWDT-2 Order is yet to bebasin through TB RB HLC.
Tungabhadra Right Bank LowKC Canal. TB RB HLC utilisePublished) did not allow any ;

Level Canal shall use&1.5% of its allocation outsidenore water to outside basin 3

existing four lakh to eight lakh in the "Trade and investment to an extergeneration of humanised healthcare'.
next five years. "In fact, this will bef USD 3 billion have beenHe said the latest edition is expect-
another big announcement. WHOannounced during the past 19 edied to see about 50 countries partic-
is going to set up its MRNA vaccingons and over 250 letters of intentgpating with the United Kingdom as
hub in Hyderabad," he said refusingilateral cooperation agreementthe partner country and Flanders,
to provide details. and MoUs have been signed,” he saille international partner region.

DWCRA products to J

£
There is good demand for products made by
self-help women groups

DELHI EXCISE POLICY
Court sends Magunta, Joshi to judicial custody

PNSn NEW DELHI

oe branded
—

arrested two days earlier. involvement" in the alleged cartel
Both the accused were produceithat caused a loss to the government
A court here on Tuesday sent to judien Tuesday before Special Judge é4chequer by way of alleged wrongful
cial custody Raghav Magunta, son &f Nagpal on expiry of ED custodyformulation and implementation of
YSR Congress Party MP Magunta As the agency did not seek atie now-scrapped Delhi excise policy.
Srinivasulu Reddy, and Rajesh Joskiktension of their custody, both were Joshi, on the other hand, was
director of an advertising companyremanded in judicial custody, aallegedly involved in the delivery or
in a Delhi excise policy-relatectourt source said. transmission of the kickback of
money laundering case. The ED has alleged that Maguntaround Rs 30 crore, which was
The Enforcement Directorateparticipated and knowingly assisted vareceived from the south liquor
arrested Magunta under thaous processes or activities of possessiafby through hawala channels,
Prevention of Money Launderinguse, transfer, etc. of the proceeds afid which he delivered to co-
Act (PMLA) on February 10, whilecrime worth at least Rs 180 crore. accused Vijay Nair, the ED said.
Joshi, the director of Chariot The ED cited various instances ;
Productions Media Pvt Ltd, washowing Magunta's "prima facie 3

PNSn HYDERABAD Sandeep Kumar Sultania mad
the announcement after reviewin
The products made by Developmerithe plan at the Minister's camy
of Women and Children in Ruraloffice on Tuesday. Ministe
Areas (DWCRA) self-help groups irErrabelli Dayakar Rao said, "So 4
Telangana will soon be branded faself-help women's groups acrog
larger marketing. Minister for Ruralthe state have been producin
Development Errabelli Dayakamany items by themselves.
Rao, along with Society for ;

Elimination of Rural Poverty CEO Q

MLC POLLS PM ON DIGITAIRANSACTIONS ~BRS TIES WITEIONGRESS

Kaushik apologises

Owatsi drops Jal)P[ will have edge over cash in IndiakCR keeps options oper10r comments on G

PNSn HYDERABAD
tions depending on the Congress
and the BJP winning seats in theMLC Kaushik Reddy, who had
Assembly elections.

picks new candida

t@w DELHI/SINGAPORE
n BRS declares its full

support to MIM choice

n BJP having second
thoughts on staying away

indigenously designed payment sys-SNCN ACHARYULU
tem is very secure, he said. n HYDERABAD
Modi along with his Singaporean
counterpart Lee Hsien Loong wit- At a time when all major political
nessed the launch of cross-borderparties at the national level are adv
connectivity between UPI and cating that all opposition parties
PayNow via video conferencing. should join hands with the
The facility was launched Congress to prevent the BJf
through token transactions by from coming to power in the
Reserve Bank of India Governor upcoming Lok Sabha electionig:
Shaktikanta Das and Managing BRS President and Telangana
Director of Monetary Authority of ~ Chief Minister K Chandrasekh
Singapore Ravi Menon using the Rao was silent on this issue.
UPI-PayNow linkage. But it appears that KCR kept.
Prime Minister Lee said the idea his options open on the issug
of linking PayNow and UPI was first and a decision will be take|

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on/|
Tuesday expressed hope that digit ]
transactions will soon surpass cag {f.'-'-'-:!-,d’
with Unified Payments Interface -
(UPI) increasingly becoming the ’%L_
most preferred payment mecha
nism in the country.
Modi after the launch of the
In a surprising move, Majlis-e- cross-border connectivity betwee
Ittehadul Muslimeenchief the UPI and PayNow of Singapor
Asaduddin Owaisi has picked a newsaid about 74 billion transaction: V“e"r’;‘,”;{c,iﬁpﬁ,’fjaasr%g?f;ﬁ"@gﬂgtthat
candidate for the Hyderabad MLC amounting to more than Rs 126 tril- -a0sactions are going to overtake
local authorities constituency poll, lion, which is approximately 2 tril- ¢35 transactions,”
thereby giving a shocker to incum- lion Singapore dollar, was dont
bent Syed Amin-ul Hasan Jafri. On through UPI in 2022. conceived in 2018, when Modi vis- depending on the results o
Tuesday, Asaduddin Owaisi tweet- “"Many experts are estimating thatash transactions," he said. ited Singapore. Telangana Assembly elections.
ed: "Happy to announce that Mirza very soon India's digital wallet A large number of transactions 3 the Telangana Assembly electio

If the BJP made inappropriate comments on
GovernorTamilisaiSoundararajan,
has apologized to the National
Commission for Women. He stated
that he would tender an apology to
the Governor through a letter.

Kaushik Reddy's insulting com-
ments on the Governor were taken
seriously by the Women's
Commission. The Commission
had issued a notice to him after
taking suomotucognizance.

Kaushik appeared before the
Women's Commission in Delhi
on Tuesday.

Kaushik Reddy, while partici-
pating in a programme, had

After winning in the Assembly
elections, KCR may take thg
final decision on joining
hands with the Congress in|
the Lok Sabha elections
depending on the Congres
and the BJP winning seats i
the Assembly elections. If the
BJP wins good number of
Assembly seats, then KCR
may think of joining hands
with the Congress along with
other political parties at the
national level to prevent the
BJP from coming to power.

PNSn HYDERABAD

RahamathBaig will be AIMIM's transactions are going to overtakeia UPI demonstrate that this there will be no question of BR made incendiary comments
MLC candidate. | would also like to joining hands with the Congress against the Governor, while
tinue to benefit from his experience Pflzer to Skl p VH Uttam and know the real strength of the BJP ijoining hands with the Congress that the Governor had kept the
Ma"u RaV| to thrd'anana along with other political parties Bills passed in the Assembly

fter winning in the Assembly at the national level to prevent the with her and was not allowing

thank outgoing MLC Syed Aminul KCR is very much confident on a expressing his displeasure at the
- 7 elections, KCR may take the finad8JP from coming to power. even a single file to move. At that
Telanganaes Bio-Asia?hatin the i

Hasan Jafri for his valuable servic- hattrick victory in the coming wins good number of Assembly way the Governor had been deal-
decision on joining hands with the 3 time, these comments caused a
PNSn HYDERABAD

and wisdom in future too".

)

es to AIMIM. Inshallah, we'll con- Assembly elections. But he wants seats, then KCR may think of ing with pending Bills. He alleged
Congress in the Lok Sabha elec- big uproar.

Y

ALMANAC Pfizer,embroiled in a controversy ove .
oo s 20 ST st 5 Coud v Indians spend over US$ 1 bn evervy month
Tithi: Tritiya: Feb 22 0558 v CiNes, is likely to skip the 20th editio

of BioAsia - the marquee Healthcal
and Life Sciences event being orga
ized by the Government o

Feb 22 06:38 AM T€langana.
to Febb2233061 SOOAAM Highly placed sources said th

to Feb 23 03:24 AM
b 23 03:24 AM

Chaturthi: Fel
to Feb 24 01:33 A

PNSn NEW DELHI Vietnam, Thailand, Europe, and Bali "Seventy-five per cent of our portfobooking closer to the date and pick up
are some major destinations thdto is now opting for international trav- a destination that otherwise is out of their
Indians are spending nearly USD Ihdians prefer," said Sapan Gupt&). We are witnessing a surge in demapdcket.

billion every month on foreign trav-Partner, We3Online. for places such as Europe, Bali, Vietham, " Thus, paying for a travel experience

Nakshatram:
Uttara Bhadrapada

XEZE 1o P2 ol there was no confirmation from el which is significantly more than the Europe, Indonesia, Vietnam, and Dubai among Indians," he saidh a monthly payment plan makes the
il e Pfizer and that this could possibly N pre-Covid levels, reveals Reseriailand, and Dubai are some Dahiya further said trav- holiday bite-size. Thus, a person look-
: . . the first time the company may no? Bank data on outward remittances.of the major destinations that ellers have become accudng for Goa can now go to Thailand, and
Yamagandam:  8:09 AM 10 9:36 AM  ha present at Bio-Asia. i During the April-December peri- Indians prefer. tomed to the concept ofa person planning for Thailand can opt
Varjyam: 04:17 PM to 05:48 PM As of now, BioAsia website yields od of 2022-23, the outward remit- Akash Dahiya, Co- \ ravel-now-pay-later" for the far east and likewise," he added.
Gulika: 11:03 AM to 12:29 PM  no results about Pfizer's role in 2028ompany tried, they (the Centre) did tances under the Liberalisedounder, SanKash sai i Meanwhile, the government in the
Amritakalam:  12:23 AM o 01:52 aM I 2013, Pfizer Inc., USA was givenot allow them to come here. What Remittance Scheme (LRS) for residethiat with the rise of afford- Union Budget proposed to hike the TCS

the Genome Valley Excellence Awardias the reason?" individuals towards 'travel' was USRble travel and technolog

Chief Minister KChandrasekhar Rao, "While the public wanted to get 9.95 billion. ical advancements, the tré
HYDERABAD WEATHEdgeakingrecently in Nanded, allegettie best vaccine, people also want- The corresponding spending orel industry is experiencing
Forecast:sunny that the Union government haded to buy it, yet the company was travel during 2021-22 was USD 4.1 massiv
Temp:35™ made all possible attempts to prevestopped forcefully. We also tried, billion, and USD 5.4 billion in the pre-boom in |nter-%
Humidity:32% Pfizer from entering India. Themany Chief Ministers also had talks Covid year 2019-20, according to theational desti-
Sunrise-é-39 AM Telangana Chief Minister observedsith PMO and NITI Aayog, butthey RBI data. The outward remittancesations. -
5unset-e ‘20 PM "There is a company namely PfizefGovt) did not allow them (Pfizer) towards travel were USD 7 billion in

= which manufactures vaccines. It was come," KCR said. the entire 2021-22 financial year.
UpdatedFEBRUARY 21, 2023 5:00 PM Stopped from entering India during ; "Indians are roaming across the
COVID-19. No matter how hard the 2 world with their families or friends.
HTH N EET N

rate on overseas tour packages from
he current 5 per cent to 20 per cent
from the next fiscal.
Experts are of the view that the

proposal could impact overseas
travel by Indians. According to
RBI data, the spending on out-
ward travel fell sharply to USD
:3.23 hillion during 2020-21
mainly due to restrictions fol-
lowing the outbreak of Covid.

Abhijit Muhurtham: Nil
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How would Pawan influence electorate in Telugu states?

ctor-turned-politician & , Political parties
: =" have been gauging

W Pawan's potential influ-
||ence on the electoraté
* // from the caste stand-
tional set-up, may not be ’ point, as Kapushave
a threat to ruling parties PIN been  making
in the Telugu states; yel,F’OINT effortsfor years to project a
he has varying levels ot leader from thecommunity
influence in Telangana andwho could also become thé
Andhra Pradesh. CM face. Leaders of the com

In AP, Pawan Kalyan is a for-munity have been advocating
midable political force in his reservations that Kapushadvijayawada. Megastar andfrom politics.
individual capacity; whereas, induring the regime of former Pawan's elder brother The other two major castes
Telangana, he can, at the mosthief minister Chiranjeevi had extended-- Kamma& Reddy -could
strengthen the hands of his alyDamodaramSanjeevayya in theooperation to former keep the numerically superior
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJPearly '60s! Successive govericongress MLA  from Kapu community at bay in the

/ \Sena Party(JSE/

Pawan Kalyan, given

was an influential figure in the Naidu also realised the impor- As thing stand, it is simply
2014 elections in AP and thatance of BJP. He stopped hisot possible for any Chief
helped TDP-BJP combine toefforts of uniting anti-Modi Minister, including
hit the target. Later, Pawanforces at the national level. NowJaganmohan Reddy, to ignore
expressed his unhappiness ahandrababu is an undeclaredhe Kapu community. Even
the unhelpful attitude of the friend of BJP. Both TDP andChandrababu Naidu must
Modi government in extending BJP have since understood thappreciate the aspirations of
a helping hand to the residualneed for waging a war united-theKapu community, while
state of AP and distanced himdy against Jagan. aiming at the hot seat.Pawan
self from BJP. Subsequently, Jagan has won the hearts ahight play a decisive role with
Pawan's party contested pollshe masses with a slew of wehis friend BJP. If he joins hands
on its own. Due to the triangu-fare schemes. This factor hawith TDP also tomorrow, he
lar fight that ensued causinginfluenced Naidu and Pawan tocould turn the tables on others.
i major splits in votes, the YSRleclarethat they would go In Telangana, though there is
Congress Party (YSRCP) headogether in the days to comehardly any organisational set-
ed by YS Jaganmohan Reddyeople feel that a possibleip for JSP, it has become influ-
emerged victorious with a hugeTDP-JSP-BJP combine mayential. Pawan helped BJP in the

Senior Journalist

His importance in the political ments however put a full stopVijayawada(East) and icon ofpolitical power structure. Now,
sphere is attributed largely toto such quota demands. StilltheKapu

margin of seats. YSRCP wolinfluence voters against YSRCRSHMC polls in which BJP

community with the emergence of Pawament following the 2014 elec-151 Assembly seats out of 175 Since Pawan has played eegistered impressive win. On

the community to which he on the plank of reservations,Vangaveeti Mohan Ranga Raas a force to reckon with in pol-tions with a view to see the endn the House. After realising crucial role in both 2014 andthe same lines, Pawan may help

belongs - Kapu. The Kapussections of the Kapu commu-in those days.

Later,itics via JSP, there are hopesf the Congress rule in the stat¢he influence of Modi with his 2019 elections, this time heBJP realise its dream of coming

despite their predominant pres-nity, including Telaga, Balija Chiranjeevi launched his ownthat the Kapu community and at the Centre,since bifur-second consecutive victory inmay go further. He has vowedo power in Telangana. BJP may
ence in society, have not ha&Ontari, have occasionallypolitical party 'PrajaRajyam'.would finda suitable and strongcation of AP was unacceptabl®019, Pawan decided to have® unseat Jaganmohan Reddpenefitirom Pawan's support!
the opportunity to rule for prepared themselves for a shovifter the defeat of the party infigure to provide leadership tofor him. As BJP and Telugupolitical friendship with BJP, at any cost. YSRCP has initiat- In this way, Pawan has
decades. Pawan has nowf strength. Massive rallies inthe 2009 elections, he offerethe community. Pawan had ini- Desam Party (TDP) arrived atwhich had declared Pawan asd a personal tirade againspotential to influence voters
become a rallying point for the name of 'Kapu Nadu' wergo merge PRP with Congresgially extended his support toa poll pact, Pawan's supporits official election partner in Pawan Kalyan, accusing him oflirectly in AP and indirectly

them.

organised in 1982 and 1988 aand kept himself totally awaythe Narendra Modi govern- helped that combine. PawanAP. Incidentally, Chandrababupolygamy!

in TS.

TS govt committed
to promoting Telu
Gauri Shankar

PNSn HYDERABAD

CWC ELECTIONS

VH, Uttam and Mal

Telangana Sahitya Akademi
chairman Juluru Gauri Shankar
said that the Sahitya Akademi
was revived because the
Telangana government is com-

to throw hat in the ring

AMC urged to bring in
ore Industrial bodies

PNSn HYDERABAD

lu Rav

are still in the shadow of govern-  KTR said, "My request to the
ments. When they come out ofRegistrar and other staff of the
Chief Justice Ujjal Bhuya saidhe shadow and become corpo€entre would be to create more
that slowly but surely, rate inthe true sense, then parawareness sessions for industry

mitted to promoting the Telugu
language. He said that the
World Telugu Mahasbha was
organised as Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao decided to
promote Telugu. The academy
appealed to the government to
make Telugu a compulsory
language in all schools.

Gauri Shankar spoke at a
meeting held with poets and
writers on the occasion of
International Mother Language

Day, at the Telangana Sahitya from February 24th. Around

Akademi office on Tuesday.
He said, «Around 5 lakh

school students took part in

story competitions called "Mana

Ooru - Mana Chetlu" under the  position, V Hanumantha Raothis time, considering he was

PNSn HYDERABAD

VHR told The Pionee
he was interested in
contesting the CWC
elections this time,
considering he was t
seniormost leader an
served as Rajya Sab
member three times.
Besides, he has worl
PCC president and s¢
as Minister.

Congress Telangana unit senid
leaders C Hanumantha Rao,
Uttam Kumar Reddy,
MalluRavi and a couple o
others are likely to throw their
hat in the ring for the upcom-
ing Congress Working
Committee (CWC) elections.

The Congress' 85th plenar
would be held at Raipur in
Chhattisgarh for three dayg

15,000 delegates have be
invited for the plenum.

Among the three aspirante
from TS for CWC member

Revanth Reddy and CLP leader
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka and
later | will take a call", VH said.

Uttam has e
better Chan Ce%e':nUt(tainSeléltJiz]garp%zitioynsa;t

e national level since the time
he completed his tenure as the
TPCC president. Uttam Kumar
Reddy expected AICC gener-
al secretary position along with
former Chief Minister N Kiran
Kumar Reddy last year.
However, the party High
Command did not consider his
name then. It is learnt that
Uttam Kumar Reddy firmly
believes that this time he may
get a chance in CWC.

In general, the High

rmer TPCC president
and Nalgonda MP N

Uttam Kumar Reddy has
more chances of becoming
CWC member. According to
sources, the high command
will give a chance to Uttam
Kumar Reddy if it wanted to
give a chance to Telangana
Congress leaders as CWC
member.

auspices of the Academy as part contested unsuccessfully fothe seniormost leader and hadnd AICC. VH said that he hadCommandextends its support

of mother tongue conservation.
The programme was taken up

CWC elections in 1997 duringserved as Rajya Sabha membest contacts across the natioto the candidates contesting for
the 80th Congress plenary helthree times. Besides, he hasd would serve the party if he place in CWC if it feels that

International Arbitration and ties will seek institutional arbi- representatives, particularly
Mediation Centre (IAMC) is tration. This will strengthen their General Counsels, about
trying to establish itself as aeconomy and contribute to the benefits of this centre. We
global centre domestically andgood governance." will also ensure that whenever
internationally. Minister KT Rama Rao said,the government provides any
The CJ, along with Minister "KCR says it is not only ease dhcilitation to a new industry or
for Industries KT Rama Rao,doing business but cost of doindT company which is setting up
attended the fireside chat hostbusiness and quality of doingits unit in our state, we will
ed by IAMC in collaboration business. It is important to guide them on how to make use
with Cyril Amarchand and address disputes in a time-of this facility."
spoke about Telanganabound manner. Don't reinvent He said, "As the Minister for
Government's policies, trans-the wheel. Learn from the bestndustries, | am also aware that
parent governance andindustrial policies like many of our MSMEs face dif-
TSIPASS, which is in sync withSingapore. Government hadiculties related to disputes and
Chief Minister K invested in dispute resolution incases of delayed payments.
Chandrasekhar Rao's visiorHyderabad for businessesThere is a provision in the
and helped in attracting globallAMC is extremely beneficial. national MSME Act to set up
investments. We will continue to endorse it." Facilitation Councils to help the
On the occasion, the CJ said, He called upon IAMC to cre- MSMEs, and | am happy to
"Conciliation is also welcome.ate more awareness, bring irshare that in our state, besides
Ad-hoc arb is bound to play amore industry bodies. "Thehaving one Facilitation Council
predominant role. For arbitra- IAMC helps attract investment. at Hyderabad, we have also cre-

under the auspices of the at Kolkata.
Academy for the preservation

of Telugu.

Expedite Devadula works: Minister

PNSh HYDERABAD etc. Officials were told that thatofficer for those works. Meanwhile, 25,652 acres of
the staff of the departments He said that 36 villagesAyakattu will be irrigated.
Panchayat Raj Ministerconcerned and contractors'under the Palakurti constituen- Under Palakurti Reservoir,
Errabelli Dayakar Rao andlaxity in their work will not be cy will be supplied with waterin 7515 acres of Ayacut, water
Chief Secretary of Irrigationtolerated. The minister for a total area of 45,055 acrewill be supplied to villages of
Department Rajatkumar con-ordered that water shouldthrough the three reservoirsD a r d e p a | | i,
ducted a review on the con-come into the canals within constructed by the DevadulaLakshminarayanapuram,
struction of Devadula SSRSRwo months. project canal. Bammera,Muttaram, Visnur, Palakurti,
canals. Minister Dayakar Rao The minister said that if Kondapuram, Vavila, Valmedi, Chennur,
said that efforts should bethere are problems of landMallampally, Dardepalli Manchuppula, Thigaram and
made to provide irrigation acquisition, they should beMuttaram, Tirumalayapally, Yedunutula. Under the
water to every village insolved immediately; the canaKondur, Kesavapuram, Chennur Reservoir, 11,888
Palakurti constituency, and asshould be cleared and theGannaram, Kolanupally, acres of land in Chennur,
part of this, the problems inalignment should be correctedKatrapalli, Pothireddypally, M anc huppula,
providing canal water to Mission Bhagiratha pipelinesBurahanpally, Avudapuram, Lakshmakkapalli, Ramavaram,

Devadula SSRSP should bghould be shifted at the crossGantlikunta, Pochampally, Pakhala, Mondrai,
resolved. ing of canals to complete theChinna Wangara, Edinutula, Kodakandla, Manpahad,
The minister reviewed theworks to fill the permanent Regula villages under NashkaDevaruppula and

issues related to canals, reseponds. It was ordered to- Uptugal Reservoir to be con-Dharmapuram villages will
voirs, land acquisition, lining appoint a special engineeringstructed under Devada projectreceive irrigation water.

KCR keeps options open..

Continued from page 1 about his palitical strategy in the
coming Lok Sabha elections.
Though KCR says that the BJP After the BJP has become his

and the Congress are his politmain political rival, KCR feels There is good demand for theof Telangana is already change

Continued from page 1 be branded well." e

ical enemies, at present his firsthat the Congress is not an products manufactured by ing at national and internation- the attention of Chief Minister K

untouchable party to achieve his Telangana women's associaal level. We have no match irChandrasekar Rao and imple-
In the past also, KCR had artarget at the national level. tions. So, if we arrange morderms of development and wel-ment new branding with his per-

alliance with the TDP and theCongress MP Komatireddy attractive billing, packing and fare. Designing and implemen-mission and to examine several ty clause for supplying its mMRNAecosystem with the growing pres-

political rival is the BJP.

Congress also. KCR decide¥enkata Reddy comments on branding, the demand for theseation of various schemes has
political strategy depending onthe BRS and the Congress goods will increase, the pur-not stopped. We are number one

the political situation at that alliance led to a row between the chase will go well and it will bein the country in the develop- commodities and other goods Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla during (GlaxoSmithKline), Johnson &

VHR told Theworked as PCC president anavas elected member of CWCheir services are needed for
Pioneerthat he was interested iserved as Minister. Even now héHowever, | will take the opin-strengthening the party across
contesting the CWC electiondhas more positions in TPCCion of the TPCC president Athe nation.

DWCRA products to be...

He further added, "The nameinternational market. He also

tion de hors the courts, develHAMC should also help MSME. ated decentralised councils at
opment of corporate culture islt is not just for the big boys",places like Warangal,
important. Businesses in IndiaKTR said. Karimnagar and Nizamabad.

Stop diversion ¢
Krishna water

Continued from page 1

Sharmila lodges a complaint
with TSCW against BRS leaders

PNSh HYDERABAD Singireddy Niranjan Reddy *Shee teams and CCTV cam- In contravention of the
used *Maradalue and Ministereras and BRS leaders areTribunal Awards, AP has
YSRTP president YS Sharmil&athyavathi Rathod used thdehaving disrespectfully been utilising water for K C
on Tuesday lodged a comword eShikhandie but thetowards womenzZ she said. Canal from Krishna main
plaint with the Telangana police did not take any actionShe wondered as to why the river from Srisailam and
State Commission foragainst them but the policewomen leaders of BRS party swapping that quantum of
Women (TSCW) against BRSobstructed her padayatra. are mum even if these atroc- water to Tungabhadra Right
MLA Shankar Naik, alleging Making it clear that sheities are taking place against Bank High Level Canal from
that the latter made inappro-would meet the National women in the State. She said Tungabhadra Dam.
priate comments against herCommission for Women if that the BRS leaders are Telangana has objected to
She also complained againsthe need arises. Sharmilaspeaking cheaply against the that swapping as it is in con-
Ministers Singireddy alleged that the BRS leader&overnor and questioned travention of the Tribunal
Niranjan Reddy and were giving scant respect tavhy the TSCW is not initiat- Award. Although Telangana
Satyavathi Rathod in herwomen and it failed to takeing any action even though has addressed letters to
complaint. She alleged thataction even if injustice isthese sorts of attacks were Tungabhadra Board and
Shankar Naik used the wordmeted out to women. taking place against women KRMB, its objections were
*Kojjas and Minister sWhatis the use of havingin the State. not heeded by the Boards.
Later, in addition to swap-
ping of KC Canal water to TB
RB HLC, now Andhra Pradesh
proposed to swap TB RB Low
Level Canal water to TB RB
HLC, again in contravention of
the Tribunal Award.
Noticeably, TB RB LLC has
been already utilising its enti-
tled prorata share from the
Tungabhadra Dam and addi-
tionally using Tungabhadra
River water for the same aya-
cut from the unauthorised
Guru Raghavendra Lift
Irrigation Schemes, thereby

Pfizer to skip Telangana’s Bio-Asia?

Continued from page 1 leaders in the Opposition had put
pressure on the Centre to procure
Union Minister of State for foreign-made vaccines during
Electronics and Technologythe pandemic, rather than choos-
Rajeev Chandrasekhar had prang Made-in-India vaccines. Even
viously claimed that Pfizer hadthough Pfizer's participation is not
"tried to bully the Indian govern- yet confirmed, the United
ment into accepting an indemni- Kingdom, known for life sciences

asily and attractively in the

rdered the officials to take it to

ames accordingly. COVID vaccine".
Marketing of some essential Chandrasekhar, shared a tweet @ompanies

MoS ence of prominent life sciences
like GSK

time. He is not criticising the Congress and the BRS leaders.profitable. With this, agree- ment and promotion of our manufactured by food-process- the World Economic Forum in Johnson, Novartis, UCB, and jeopardising Telangana inter-

Congress with harsh words likeThe leaders of both parties con- ments with big international women's associations."
in the past and praised the for-demned Komatireddy's com-
mer Congress prime ministerments. Though local Congress like Amazon can be made andranding should be easy and
Manmohan Singh on the floor leaders oppose ties with the BRS,more business can be done. Weatchy so that the name ofp

of the Assembly recently, creatif the high command takes a will ensure that TelanganaTelangana can be respected anthis initiative is set to accelerate
Dwcra women's products shallwomen's products can be soldhe reach of the products.

dedet sends...

ing doubts in the political circlesdecision, they should follow it.

CHICKEN ; . . . . .
4
RATES'e Owaisi drops Jafri, picks new candi
@:ﬁiﬁfgﬁﬁhm Skin gg‘;’ Continued from page 1 AIMIM party to allot the MLC Local bodies constituency."
) . seat and support them in the Now, the BharatiyaJanata
Broiler at Farm 200 AIMIM's decision must have ensuing Hyderabad local bodie®artyappears to be in a dilemma,
been shocking to Jafri, considerelections, BRS president andbllowing BRS' announcement
Y ing that he told media persons orChief Minister K that it would extend its support
EGG Monday that he would file his Chandrashekhar Rao decided tto the MIM candidate in the
RATES1m =E-_ nomination papers on Februarysupport the AIMIM, like in the Hyderabad MLC Local Bodies
) 23rd. Jafri shared with scribes thagbrevious elections. After consult-constituency election. The BJP
VIJAYAWADA 477 he would create a record by getng the party senior leaders, Cvhad almost decided to stay away
HYDERABAD 484 ting elected as unopposed candKCR took the decision to allot thefrom the election and announced

date for the third time. MLC seat to the friendly allyits plans for only Hyderabad-

This being so, the ChiefAIMIM and extend full support Rangareddy-Mahabubnagar
Minister's Office stated: tothe MIM candidate in the bien- Teachers Constituency MLC elec-
"Considering the request fromnial elections to the Hyderabaction.

VISAKHAPATNAM 477

(IN VIJAYAWADA)

ing units has already been done Davos, in which the pharmaPfizer,among others, has partnered ests at RDS, Srisailam, and
online marketing companies The minister suggested thatn various ways. Agreements company official stated that seniomwith the 20th edition of BioAsia.

Nagarjunasagar projects.

UPI will have edge over cash...

Continued from page 1

ave also been signed with com-
anies like Flipkart recently.

ing our trade and our people-to-people of both the countries to
people links," Lee said. do cross-border transactions
"Since then, our two central Cross-border retail paymentsthrough mobile phone in an
banks have been working on thimnd remittances betweenaffordable manner.
Joshi's name had surfaced in in earnest. Digital connectivity Singapore and India amountto  Singapore is the first country
the statement of approver was also a key topic discussedaver USD 1 billion annually. ~ with which cross-border
Dinesh Arora, the agency the inaugural India-Singapore "l hope this strong partnership Person-to-Person (P2P) pay-
said. Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR), between Singapore and India wilment facility has been launched,
The ED claimed in a whichwas held in New Delhi lastcontinue to spawn innovative he said, adding, this will help the
charge sheet submitted to the September. So | am very glatechnology solutions and creatdndian diaspora in Singapore,
court that a part of the that the PayNow-UPI linkage more cross-border opportunities especially migrant workers/stu-
alleged Rs 100 crore kick- has now become a reality," Lefor our digital economies," Leedents and bring the benefits of
back generated in the crime explained. said. digitalisation and fintech to the
was used in the Goa assem- "As we progressively add more Stressing that the linkage otommon man through instan-
bly election campaign of the users and use cases, the PayNowPI and PayNow is a new miletaneous and low-cost transfer of
Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam  UPI linkage will grow in utility, stone in India-Singapore rela-money from Singapore to India
Aadmi Party. and contribute more to facilitat- tions, Modi said, this will help and vice-versa.

Continued from page 1
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Over 100 people
attend pre-bid mee
for land parcels

PNSn HYDERABAD

Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority
(HMDA) revealed that the
pre-bid meeting held on
Tuesday for the sale of lan
parcels in Serilingampally
Gandipet and Ibrahimpatnam
mandals of Rangareddy distrig
received huge response. Ovi

AY | FEBRUARY 22, 2023

-0 years on, Dilsukhnagar
blast victims awalt Justice

PNSn HYDERABAD

0 February 21, 2023, marks thd
10th anniversary of the
Dilsukknagar bomb blasts. Thel

t blast victims continue to f=

er demand justice and call for the

Hundreds of people were seri
ously injured.

On February 21, 2013
around 7 pm people crowded
the Konark theatre area. In
whose work they were
engrossed and meanwhilg

v T”'ﬂ"
a 100 people attended the pre- execution of the convicts. =
bid meeting at Serilingampally It is to be noted that the twin E
GHMC zonal office meeting| blasts rocked the area, killing
hall. 19 persons and injuring over

HMDA officials said that | 120 others.
preparations are being made f The Indian Mujahldeen a
sell the land parcels on Marc
1, through online auction
under the auspices of Metdl
Scrap Trade Corporation
Limited (MSTC).

According to the officials,
there are three land parcels i
Gandipet mandal, five in
Serilingampally mandal and
two in Ibrahimpatnam man-
dal.

The revenue officials clari-
fied that there is no room for|
any disputes on these.

o
X
Yasin and Rlyaz Bhatkal car-i=
ried out the blasts in a busy
market of the area in February
that year. It is to be noted that

n

ed a test explosion on a hill orthem to death.

the outskirts of Hyderabad.
In August 2013, Yasin wadfor the execution.

arrested from near the Nepal Meanwhile,

before conducting the twin Investigative Agency (NIA) years passed since the bomblujahideen terrorist organisa-
strikes, a group of five, includ-court found the accused guiltyblasts in the locality.
ing the co-founders conduct- of the bombings and sentenced They said it has been 1QAfter investigation in this case

The court is yet to give a nocdbomb blasts. But still, whened death sentence to th
locals of upsetall at once. Nineteen peonoteworthy that the punish-

border in Bihar. Over three Dilsukhnagar paid tributes to ple lost their lives due to explo-ment has not been implement
year later, in 2016, a Nationathe victims of the blast as 1Gions in the blink of an eye.ed till now.

they could open their eyes, th
whole area was in a pool g
blood with several legs an
arms strewn all over. Within g
few moments, bombs explod
ed in two places. A total of 1
people lost their lives in thig
incident.

About 120 people wereg
injured. The Indian

years since the Dilsukhnagathe NIA Special Court award-

you remember that day, you geticcused at that time. But it i

)

tion carried out these attacks.

D
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*Misplacede rumble strips cause
problems to Hyderabadls

MOHAMMED BALEEGH
n HYDERABAD

by the civic body which will
impact the car axels and shock
absorbers of two-wheelers in
the long run."

"The traffic police also view
the strips as means to automate
the speeding issue. They must
understand that it is their
responsibility to keep a check

Rumble strips across
Hyderabad are causing proby
lems to the citizens. These arf
small metal strips meant to’.
keep commuters alert while:
driving. However, it seems as

there was an explosion. Before if they have done more harmassociated with the rumbleon speeding and it can't be left
e
f
)

than good to the people of thestrips, activist Vijay Gopalto these mechanisms," the
city. Most people have com-told The Daily Pioneer, "While activist added.
plained of body aches andaying these strips, the inten- Expressing concern over the
vehicle damage due to thesgon of the GHMC was to pre- inconsistency of the strips,
strips. vent people from over-speed-Bilal Azam said, "There is a lot
Malcolm Wolfe, a road ing. However, the rumble stripsof inconsistency in these. For
safety expert, took to Twittermust ideally be placed oninstance, at Raidurg, they are
over the issue and saidhighways and bridges to makeoo thick and the ones near the
"Rumble strips in the centre ofpeople alert while travelling." airport are flat to the point that
two-lane rural roads and on Gopal further said, "Theseone can't feel them."
the shoulder of motorwayswere initially placed on high- A person named Faraz
are a countermeasure to helpvays by the civic body after arBiddiqui said, "It causes tyre
drivers who are unintentional- accident in 2018 when the mardamage and disturbs the car
ly about to leave the lane, duand his vehicle were thrown offalighnment. The ones placed at
to sleepiness or inattention. Inthe bridge after hitting a tree.the end of the PVNR
Hyderabad, it is to abuse caiThe chord length of theseExpressway towards
and driver to return the com- rumble strips should rangeMehdipatnam are quite dan-
pliment.” from three to nine meters. gerous since they are placed at
Explaining the challengesHowever, it is being increasedhe curve."

arm house raidé
five held for hum
trafficking

PNSn HYDERABAD

Child mauled to deat
by stray dogs in city

Netizens flay dog menace

PNSn HYDERABAD The Anti-Trafficking Unit of
In a distressing incident that
sent shock waves acros
Telangana, a four-year-old chilc

has been mauled to death b S .
stray dogs here, prompting h
strong public reactions as som SR

even described the menace as taking all precautions.
'‘terror'. Asked about the reasons fo

While a video of the child the dogs to attack the child, thg
falling prey to the canines hasMayor said it was not exactly
gone viral, Telangana Ministerclear but citing preliminary
K T Rama Rao termed the inciinformation she said an elder-

Tuesday arrested five persori
for immoral trafficking from
a farm house in Kothur.
The farmhouse belongs tg
the sarpanch of Peddamm

victim was rescued while
three other accused aré
absconding.

The arrested persons wer
identified as Bollu Srikant
(24), a student, P Raju (25

r

D

Thanda, Maheshwaram. A .

the Cyberabad police on & i

D

2}

Hyderabad firm to launch
anti-phishing platform

ed and recorded by CERB, an
arm of the RBI. "A minimum
Hyderabad-based firm, Tanlaof 5 million scams are happen-
Platforms, on Tuesday launchedng in India. The mechanisms
its anti-phishing platform to to tackle phishing in India are
protect essentials such as mobileot sufficient for three reasons."”
phones and bank accounts "The scam comes to light
from phishing. after it has occurred The entire
The application named ecosystem must come togeth-
Wisely ATP is set to beer to prevent phishing other-
launched on February 27 dur-wise its very difficult to control.
ing a conference in BarcelonaThe level of mimicking digital
Speaking of the app, CEO Tanlplatforms is vey high which
D Uday Kumar Reddy, said,makes itimposible for a layman
"The aim of the company is toto differentiate."
demystify phishing and under-  "Phishing primarily happens

PNSn HYDERABAD

dent "unfortunate" and said hely woman had been regularly
was "pained" over the episodéeeding meat to four dogs in

a driver , S Nagaraju (30),

business man, D Ravi (29),

a milkman and P Naveen

while the city civic body assuredhat area.

of steps to prevent recurrence "She (the elderly woman) was (29), a businessman. All the
of such attacks. Greatemotto be seen there for the past accused are residents @
Hyderabad Municipal two days. The dogs got used to Ranga Reddy district.
Corporation Mayor Gadwal (eating) meat. It was suspected Three organisers identi-
Vijayalakshmi, who also termedthat the dogs might have been fied as Mohim Ali, Kiran and
the incident as unfortunate, hungry and apparently due tog Rahul are on the run. The
told reporters that there is nohunger or some other reason police seized nine mobile
negligence on the part ofthey got ferocious and attacked phones including five | -
GHMC, adding the civic body the boy." phones.

o~

h

f

Motorcycle riders participate in the selections round of the KTM RC Cup, India's largest racing cham
Circuit in Hyderabad on Tuesday - S/Cay

f

stand what exactly is happenon the phones, there are vari-
ing. The company has beerous types of phishing but the
working on the app for the pastmajority of these happen
six months." through SMS. It is a kind of
"There are about 5 million social engineering which puts
cases of scam in India caused @motional pressure on the vic-
phishing. The issue is peopldim," Reddy added.
don't report when they get "All phishing may not result
phished. Only 7 per cent of peoin loss of money, some might
ple worldwide report phishing cause loss of information. It
ioatgipkd. Cindiadas a total of 1.2ims to access information and
million cases which are report-credentials of a victim.

Eminent professors call for
Importance of mother tongue

PNSn HYDERABAD said the gap between homeledicated certain amounts tg
language and mother languag@romoting English medium
On celebrating International has pushed the mother tongueschools.

Mother Language Day, seniotbehind in students' lives. Prof Duggirala Vasanta of
professors of eminent univer-Teachers must be sensitisethe Osmania University,
sities of Hyderabad said thatbout the language. Thoughexplained that there are bene
there is a need for teachers t&nglish has become a power ifits if regional language is use
adopt and encourage com-all our lives, the regional lan-in the textbooks. She said, " |
municating in regional lan- guage writing skills must be2014, SCERT took the initia
guage so that students aréocused on. tive of allowing the Telangang
comfortable. Lower middle classes arevariety of Telugu to come intg

Lack of being able to teactspending 50 percent of salariegextbooks from Classes | to X.

in a regional language is als@n schools which have EnglisiThe linguistic diversity index
pushing the skills of studentsmedium but question is on theof Telangana is very low, bu
mother tongue. Telangana hasanguage being taught, are sturecognition given to Telangana
taken a decision to introducedents learning the actual lan-dialect as language would be
English medium but the guage. Instead the concepts afit school children in this
impact of it must be assessetkarnt more perfectly in their region." Prof Sailaja of the
on what the students are learnmother tongue. University of Hyderabad askeg
ing from the language. The professors said thatfor translation of books into

Thieves eye
batteries of tra
signals in city

PNSn HYDERABAD

ffic

PNSn HYDERABAD

innovations in
The police in Hyderabad are
being challenged by offender|
who were allegedly stealing bal
- teries from traffic signal posts
d Among them, two were
n arrested by the Abid Road
police on Monday.
The arrested persons Shaik
Azeemuddin and M Jangala
used to move around the city
in the night and steal the bat
teries of traffic signalling sys
tems installed at junctions.
The police said the gang
made thefts at Begum Bazaar,
Begumpet, Habeebnagatr,
Gopalapuram, Malakpet,
Shahinayathgunj and few othe

5
I

during the International con- protecting biodiversity."
ference held on the Innovations He further added,
to transform drylands, on "ICRISAT's services in doin

Crops Research Institute for theonmental protection, nutri-
L

proposals to improve drylandsvices have been a source
in Telangana.
t
1

r

Aditi Mukherjee from IITH Telangana government hadocal languages.

police stations.

should improve the condition

of the plains and pave the way.
State Agriculture Minister for sustainable agriculture. The =
Singireddy Niranjan Reddy research results should be use® A, iyl
said that there is dire need foto conserve natural resource:
dryland while changing climate condi-
improvement for agriculture, tions for a long period of time,

Tuesday. The Internationalresearch on the plains for envi-

pride for many people in Asiadiversity.

Minister Niranjan Reddy and Africa. It is hoped that this There is a need for national
said, "In the face of changingonference will help to createand international organisations Ramesh Chand, ICRISAT DG
climatic conditions, the condi- new technologies to improveand agricultural universities toDr
tion of the plains is alarming if the plains in the future. | hopework together in this direction. ICRISAT DDG Dr Arvind
we look at the food security,that the outcome of this confer-Region-wise specific researciKumar, along with scientists
biodiversity and the needs ofence will provide the right findings on dry land issuesfrom various national and
small and marginal farmers.answers to threats to biodivershould be released.
Scientists and researchersity, declining soil health,

'Dire need for innovations Iin dryland agrict

arid, semi-arid and dry sub-
humid areas. They are key to
global food and nutrition secu-
rity. Around 50 per cent of the
world's food production comes
from the drylands, and 40 per
cent of the earth's soils are allu-
vial soils. They are widely dis-
tributed in tropical and temper-
ate zones.

Drylands also support
changing climate conditions important ecosystems ranging

Titarmatione Carderence pe
wations to Transform

Semi-arid Tropics (ICRISAT) tional security and hunger ofand shrinking agricultural pro- from rangelands and grass-
organised the conference tdhe poor are commendable. Foductivity. | believe that all thelands to semi-desert, and host
discuss various advances anthe past 50 years, ICRISAT seresearch will improve soil car-1.1 billion hectares of forest -

dfon content and soil biologicalmore than a quarter of the
world's forest area.
NITI Aayog members

Jacqueline Hughes,

international organisations par-
Drylands generally refer toticipated in the conference.

ONDC platform could boost small businesses: Jayesh Rigijabased company bags fc

PNSh HYDERABAD Op open e-commerce.
Speaking of the networl
Telangana IT Secretary JayesANDC CEO, Shireesh Jo
Ranjan on Tuesday said Opersaid, "It allows people to init|
Network for Digital Commerce ate business from home. E-re
(ONDC) could boost small penetration is only 4.3% i
businesses in Telangana. India; well below China (25%,
Open Network for Digital South Korea (26%), and the | s
Commerce, is a private non-(23%). There is a huge growth

] 5

profit Section 8 company estabpotential. India has 1.2 crore25,000 merchandise across Delivering the welcome

can take maximum advantageGlobal E-Commerce is only
of the platform. Once the prod-1.5% in the year 2023 and will
ucts are on boarded, they magrow to 2% in the year 2030.
face global competition. SoJlndia's E-commerce is one of
they must pay attention to the fastest-growing markets in
quality, labeling and packagingthe world. Tier 2, and 3 cities

PNSn HYDERABAD

awards at World HRD meet

Prolifics has been recognisedechnology and innovation."
as a leading employer and a Prolifics has also been recog-

Only quality products will sur- continue to dominate India's e-
vive. So back-end work is alseommerce growth in near
equally important.” future.”

Shedding light on Telagana

lished by the Department for kirana shops, but just 15,000 aréndia are on boarded on theaddress, Officer on Speciagjovernment's initiatives, she
Promotion of Industry and e-commerce enabled, which iONDC platform. The traction Duty, Industries Department said "It launched Globallinker in  based global digital transforma-supportive and inclusive work- several new initiatives and pro-
Internal Trade (DPIIT) of the 0.125%." Speaking of the platis very good. Home-based manand Director MSME. Vatsalacollaboration with Digivation

Government of India to devel-form , Ranjan said, "Nearlyufacturers and entrepreneu

Govt edn is no less than premier ones: Expe

JOHN PASAPALA and Medicine, on Tuesday]
n HYDERABAD The conference was jointlfﬁ
organised by the Higher?¥
Telangana Tribal and SociaEducation Wing of TTWREIS
Welfare Residential at Kanha Shanti Vanam 4
Educational Society Cheguru, in association wit -
(TTWREIS) secretary RonaldTelangana Life Sciences, FAB
Rose said that students whdcademy (the Federation of
study in government institu- Asian Biotech Associations),
tions are no less than studentand Heartfulness Educationwith premier institutions. We
in premier private institutions Trust.
in the current age.
The TSWREIS secretarythe major objectives of thisment institutions. This confer-
participated in the interna- conference is to create an acance will create collaborativ

tional conference, BioMe 2023demic eco-system in govern-opportunities between gov-
to discuss advances in Biologynent education that is on parernment universities and sim-

want to change that narrative Technogen
Ronald Rose said, "One oénd stigma around govern-

rsMishra said, "India's share ofDigital Solutions Pvt Itd.

ilarly placed universities in theital of India. Young learning
country and across the world,generation should focus on
so research ideas can bmnovation, entrepreneurship
exchanged and accommodatend come up with startup
cross learning."

He added that knowledgevative resources like Telangan
cannot be capsuled andThere are more than 35 provin
appealed to all the delegates toal innovative ecosystems fo
take up research and constudents to explore entrepre
tribute to their respective fields.neurial opportunities. Studentg
CEO must access that and builg
Panneerselvam called uporsomething better and bigger.’
students to make innovations The conference was attend
en the pharma industry of ed by 750 participants with 20(
Telangana. He said,research papers and poste

ideas. No other state has inng-

=

"Hyderabad is the Pharma cappresentations.

[d

The 31 edition of the World company committed to the nised for its work in the field of
Human Resource Developmentvell-being and growth of its innovating HR practices in the
(HRD) Congress' award forum,employees. form of the Award for

Dream companies to Work This award recognisesinnovation in HR Practices.
For, has awarded HyderabadProlifics' efforts to create aThe company has introduced

tion consultancy, Prolifics, with place that fosters creativity andyrammes that have helped it to
four awards, on Tuesday. innovation. attract and retain top talent
Profilics has been recog- Chairman and MD of such as employee wellness pro-
nised for its performance in theProlifics, Satya Bolli, said,grammes, reverse mentoring
field of human resources. It hasThese awards are a testameprogrammes, higher education
won four awards in different to our commitment to our programmes, D&l training and

nked 6th in the list of dreamcreating a positive work envi- The Dream Companies to

r{igories, which include beingemployees and our focus orflexible work arrangements.
r

panies to work for. Theronment that fosters growth, Work For is an event conduct-
other awards that Prolifics wondevelopment and innovation. ed by the World HRD Congress
were Dream Employer of theWe are committed to continu- on an annual basis that recog-
Year, Award for Innovation in ing to invest in our employeesnises excellence in the field of
HR Practices and Award forand pursuing our mission to human resources management
transform business throughand development.

Talent Management.
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BRS leaders engineering
attacks on Cong act|V|sts

PNSn WARANGAL

Telangana Pradesh Congres
Committee president A
Revanth Reddy on Tuesda
condemned the attack on
Youth Congress leader Thota
Pawan.

Reventh Reddy called on
Pawan in a hospital where he
is undergoing treatment and
assured all support to him.
Speaking at the hospital, he
called upon the activists of the ™
Congress party and National
Student Union to stage a
protest against the attack on the
Youth Congress leader. Revanth Reddy alleged that th€ongress leaders. the Congress party's Hath-se-

The TPCC president BRS leaders were engineering It may be recalled that theHath Jodo Yatra. The Congress
demanded that the police reg-attacks on the Opposition lead-Youth Congress leader wadeaders halted their yatra and
ister a case againsers and activists to win theattacked and left grievouslyvisited the injured Youth
Government Chief Whip ensuing Assembly elections. Hénjured in Warangal on Congress leader.

Dasyam Vinay Bhaskar and hisnet the Warangal PoliceMonday. He was admitted to The activists of the Congress

followers for inflicting injuries Commissioner and lodged athe hospital. Later, he wagarty, Youth Congress and the

on the Youth Congress leadecomplaint against Vinay shifted to Hyderabad for bet- National Student Union staged

Pawan. Bhaskar. The TPCC presidenter medical attention. a protest in Warangal and
Later, speaking to the mediawas accompanied by the The attack occurred during Medak.

Smita Sabharwal explains
benefits of KCR Nutntlon Klts

PNSn KAMAREDDY

PNSn SANGAREDDY

called for implementing a spe
cial drive from February 23 to

Secretary in Chief Minister's
Office Smita Sabharwal o
Tuesday visited Bhikkanoor
primary health centre and dis- |
tributed KCR Nutrition Kits to
expectant mothers there. z

She explained to them ther
multiple benefits of the Kits.
The Kits help safeguard thei
health. They have been intro

duced by Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao to

the Dharani portal.
Addressing Tahsildars at

/ Monday, along with
Dharani's grievances.

identify lands suitable for

TPCC president A Revanth Reddy calllng upon injured Youth Congress leader in Warangal on Tuesda

Officials told redress Dharan
grievances speedily

ject for NIMZ, Medical
devices park, Basaveswarp,
District Collector A Sharat hasand Sangameswara L
-Schemes.

25 to dispose of applications inndustrial Infrastructure
Corporation) land boundary

his camp office here ondirected Survey and Lang
Additional Collector Veera and concerned Tahsildars.

Reddy, he reviewed the He soughtinformation vil-
progress of the drive to redrestage-wise to identify lands fo

He asked the authorities to The budget sessions of all

Telangana
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Harish hails Siddipetes wealth

' from Waste prOJect

PNSn SIDDIPET

Minister for Finance T Harish
Rao on Tuesday praise(
Siddipet Municipality for set-
ting an example for others in
«creating wealth out of water

The Minister launched the
bio-enriched organic manure i
produced from the wet
garbage generated in Siddipe

The manure was released into
the market with the «Siddipete
brand name.

Harish Rao bought 125 kgMunicipality launched bio- Rao said the civic body ha
of manure by paying Rsenriched organic manure. Itisbeen earning Rs 21 lakh
37,000. Siddept Municipality isoffering a 40 kg bag of manuremonth by selling biogas anc
forging ahead with severalfor Rs 300 as a launch offelrganic manure. Harish Rac
programmes. With an aim to The organic fertiliser manu- bought the manure in large
ﬁrotect soil health and humanfacturing unit was establishedquantities for his own farm-

ealth, the Siddipet at a cost of Rs 6 crore. Haristtand on the outskirts of the

Minister for Finance T Harish Rao inspecting the bio-enriched orc
produced by Siddipet Municipality in Siddipet on Tuesday

Stone laid for Mission Bhagiratha project

inister for Health T Harish  of the town, at Kallakunta Colonyobjective of the scheme is to
MRao on Tuesday laid the Addressing the gathering on the ensure a round-the-clock supply
foundation stone for the Mission occasion, he said that an 18-km-of drinking water. Currently, the
Bhagiradha Siddipet ring main long ring main is being demand is 25 MLD of water and
pipeline works which were developed all around the town atit is likely to cross 42 MLD by
described as a jewel in the crowra cost of Rs 32 crore. The 2048.

| PNSn MAHABUBNAGAR

District Collector G Ravi
Nayak on Tuesday paid a sur
prise visit to the 2 BHK hous-
ees under construction at
Yenugonda village. He direct- **
ed the officials to ensure that_
the construction of double-
bedroom houses is completed
in one month.

He expressed satisfaction
over the progress. He asked the
Executive Engineer Vaidyam

The TSIIC (Telangana State

issues should be resolved, |

Records Additional Director

use as house sites.

municipalities in the district

city. He made it clear that con-
fidence in the effectiveness of
the product can be created
among people only if peopless
representatives bought it first.

Minister lays stone
for meditation hall at
Koti Lingala temple

Minister for Health T Harish
Rao on Tuesday asserted that
that all the temples in
Siddiept Assembly
constituency were developed.
The minister laid the
foundation stone for the Rs
50-lakh meditation hall and
function hall on the premises
of Uma Pradhiva Koti Lingala
temple here on Tuesday.
Addressing the gathering on
the occasion, he said that the
BRS government spent Rs
25 crore to give a facelift to
about 30 temples in and
around Siddipet, including

Sri Ranganayaka Swamy at
Chandalapur.

'Speed up construction of
double-bedroom houses

’F'Ij

Tl

improve the nutritional status
of pregnant women. The Kits
aim to reduce anaemia and

increase haemoglobin percentSecretary in CMO Smita Sabharwal speaking at a primary health ¢

age among pregnant womenKamareddy on Tuesday
The expectant women are pro-

vided with protein, minerals
and vitamins.

tant mothers.
Additional Commissioner to children and expectant

Bharati
doctors to encourage preg-expectant

nant to undergo normal deliv- enquired from them about the Jitesh V Patil,
eries. Normal deliveries willsignificance of the ArogyaCollector Venkatesh Dhotre,
ensure the health of bothLakshmischeme. She directeGarpanch Venu,
mother and child. She direct-them to ensure that theirLakshman Singh, Deputy
ed parents not to perform haemoglobin level does notDMHOs Chandrasekhar and
Sobha Rani and others werg
She also visited the Kantipresent.

weddings for girls till they drop below 14 per cent.
become 18 years.

Fire services personnel
rescue old woman from well
PNSn KARIMNAGAR

a senior citizen from a well at

Sanjeevnagar colony i

Manakondur on Tuesday .
morning.

The 80-year-old
Madhavamm accidentally fell
into the well at her house.
Her son Ravinder called the
Fire Services at Manakondumwell and rescued the woman.
and requested them to rescue The family member
his mother. expressed their gratitude to

Promptly responding to the firemen. District Fire
the call, the Fire Services perOfficer T Venkanna praised
sonnel arrived at the househis men for promptly
and extricated the old womanresponding to the emergency

from the well. Fireman G call and bringing out the old
Dharmu got down into the woman from the well safely.

Fire Services personne
promptly responded to an
emergency call and rescuel

Cong exudes confidence of
replacing BRS govt after poll

PNSn SIDDIPET people" rule.

No new government
Telangana Pradesh Congresschemes have been intro-
Committee (TPCC) mem- duced in Telangana, except
ber Daripalli Chandram hasthe ones introduced during
exuded confidence thatthe BRS regime, he said.
Congress will replace the The schemes introduced
BRS government after theby KCR did not benefit the
next elections. people at all, he said. The

He undertook Hath-se- schemes brought benefits to
Hath padayatra in the followers of Minister for
Mysampalli village under Finance T Harish Rao, he
Nangunur mandal in added.

the district on Tuesday. He He called upon the people
went door to door in the vil- to lend their support to the
lage and explained the develCongress.
opmental projects taken up TPCC members Gampa
during the Congress regimeMahender, Congress State
and compared the thenleaders Devulapalli Yadagiri,
Congress rule vis-a-vis theBC cell president of
present BRS rule. Congress Surya Varma,

Later, addressing a meetMahila Congress district
ing, he described the admin-chairperson  Muddam
istration was hijacked byLakshmi and others took
KCR's family rule and "anti- part in the event.

Smita Sabharwal later visit-Velugu camp and distributed
ed Anganwadi Centre ateyeglasses among the patien
She interacted with expec-Bhikkanoor and enquired She asked the medical teams
from the personnel there abouthow many have been screene
Women and Child Welfare the nutritious food being given at the camp so far.

pooling in Municipal areas should be through by March
and suggested to Municipal3.

Commissioners that they Land Records Additional
engedrdinate with Tahsildars Director Avinash Naik,
and complete the land poolingMunicipal commissioners,
work. revenue divisional officers

s.speed up the land pooling pro-present on the occasion.

He wanted the authorities toTahsildars and others werg

Bhaskar not to compromlse 0N Mahabubnagar Collector G Ravi Nayak lnspectlng the construction of do
the quality of construction. He bedroom houses in Mahabubnagar on Tuesday
sought the details of the num-
ber of houses in each block. 64 houses progressed beyonnhitted to the government in
Of the 588 2 BHK housesthe stage of laying the slabthis regard. Ravi Nayak asked
sanctioned at Moulali Gutta while in respect of 20 othersthe officials to speed up work
are in Yenugonda village, thehe brickwork has been com-in respect of 20 houses out of
execution of 216 was completpleted. The Collector promisedthe total 84 taken up for con-
ed. Plastering work was alsdo take steps to provide basistruction in the second phase.
completed in respect of 264amenities in 2 BHK colonies. He directed Mahabubnagar
houses. Among 84 houses fofhe Housing Executive Urban Tahsildar to upload

h

Hollikeri asked the mothers. She interacted withCommissioner
mothers andMohanty, District Collector

Welfare
Swetal

Family

Additional
DMHO

I
T
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=
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Sangareddy Collector A Sharat at a review meeting in Sangaredd
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Cong, BJP flays go
for not extending stat
honours to Sayanna d

PNSn HYDERABAD

Congress and BJP lashed o
at the BRS government for ng
extending state honours tq
MLA G Sayanna.

BJP State unit presiden
Bandi Sanjay Kumar ques
tioned the government for
discriminating in extending
state honours. Sanjay als
asked why the State govern

ment extended state honours

to the grandson of Nizam
and cine actors and why not t¢
the sitting MLA. Is this
because Sayanna was from t
Dalit community, he asked.
Sanjay said that the govern
ment extended state honour:
to Nomula Narsimhaiah, for-
mer Ministers Naini Narsimha
Reddy.

TPCC working president B
Mahesh Kumar Goud
demanded that the BRS goy
ernment explain why it had

S failed to extend state’ honours

to five-time MLA G Sayanna
It is a clear example that thg
BRS government has n
respect for Dalits.

The BRS government
inflicted pain on Sayanna eve
after his death by not extend
ing state honours, Mahesh

1n a first, transgender ¢

handed over at District
Consultative Committee
ut In a first, a transgender(DCC) and District level
t Ashadam Asha was providedeview meeting (DLRM) con-

PNSn HYDERABAD

Prime Minister Employment Karimnagar town on Tuesday
I Generation Programme Karimnagar district has alsg

Tuesday. issue a four-wheeler driving
Collector RV Karnan hand- licence to a transgender.

0 ed over the sanction letter for Another transgender Nakka
- the financial assistance of RSindhu emerged as the firg

PMEGP scheme to the benewheeler driving licence in the
ficiary. district and also Telangana.
Asha belonging to Additional Collector
heScheduled Caste had availe@arima Agarwal, ZP CEO Ch
the loan under the PMEGP forPriyanka, NABARD DDM P
starting the photography unit Ananth, LDM Anjaneyulu,
as part of the self-employmenDWO K Sabitha, SBI AGM
programme. Shekhar, DIC general manag
The assistance from Stater Naveen Kumar, MEPMA
Bank of India (SBI), projectdirector Ravinder and

D

Karimnagar branch, wasothers were also present.

=
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Karimnagar Collector R V Karnan handing over sanction letter for

Kumar Goud alleged.

a loan in PMEGP in TS

financial assistance underference at the Collectorate in

(PMEGP) in Karimnagar on emerged first in the State to

5 lakh granted under thetransgender to secure a four-

which construction has beenEngineer told the Collector particulars into the relevant
taken up in the second phasehat proposals had been subportal immediately.

Bandi Sanjay

PNSn HYDERABAD

Telangana unit president
Bandi Sanjay Kumar on
Tuesday addressed a letter {0
TS Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao demand
ing that language pandits bg
promoted immediately, after
withdrawing the GO issued
recently suspending certair
language pundits.

In his letter, Bandi Sanjay
faulted the government for

)

pundits for seeking promo-
tions. He sarcastically sough
to know from the government
whether it (suspension) was
'gift' given to language punditg
on International Mother
Language Day (Feb 21).
Condemning the state gov-
ernment for suspending the
language pundits, Bandi

it

8,500 language pundits ir
Telangana. However, they ha
been denied promotions for
the last 22 years in disregar
of their eligibility.

Besides, the state goverr
ment had been burdening
language pundits by giving
them 9th and 10th classes 3
well. Giving additional class-
es was nothing but a venge
ful act, Bandi Sanjay main-
tained. He warned that the
BJP would launch protests
along with the language pun
Rsditiaihtb@government failed

under PMEGP in Karimnagar on Tuesday

@Iastiya Janata Party |

suspending three language

demands promotions
Jfarlapguage pand

'ROs role vital in enhancin
department’s image: DGP

PNSn HYDERABAD

h

politeness and affection are the
main qualities that a reception
Director General of Policeofficer should have." He
(DGP) Anjani Kumar said advised to politely greet the
that the reception officers in petitioners who come to the
the police stations shouldpolice station with various
patiently listen to the problemsproblems and listen to their
of the petitioners as the entireproblems with patience and
image of the police depart-register a suitable case.
ment depends on how they He further added, "Women
respond. The DGP asked theetitioners who come to the
receptive officers to affirm police stations on various
the petitioners that the policeissues, especially at night,
will ensure justice and giveshould be treated with extreme
them necessary confidence. caution and respect. FIR

=Y

t

A

Sanjay alleged that there wefe A video conference wasshould be registered after lis-

held on Tuesday, with 736tening to their problems in the
d reception officers of the statepresence of female police offi-
on the reception officer staffcers.”
d functional verticals in the The functional vertical
police stations of the state. Thi@pproach is set to ensure that
- meeting is the first of its kind. every police officer is clear
During the video confer- about his duties and the results
ence, DGP Anjani Kumarto be achieved so they can
s said, "All 17 functional verti- work skilfully and get the best
cals should be introduced withresults.
the intention of providing The DGP reminded the
uniform police services acros®fficers that since the forma-
the state and providing bettertion of Telangana in 2014, no
policing to the people. Amongother state in the country
these 17 verticals, the recepreceived financial resources as
tion officer vertical is the much as the Telangana Police

to act.

most important. Gentleness,Department.

Time ripe for India to become Hindu nation: MLA

PNSn MEDAK

roads to Ramdas Cross-road|
in Medak on Tuesday. He

16 years. He gave a call to

hment, life sketches of heroesegarding his mother as Guru.

youth to emulate Sivaji to drivewho have sacrificed their livesHe appealed to people to emu-

Gosha Mahal MLA Raja Singhunveiled the statue of Sivaj
has said that the time is ripe fomlong with MLA Padma
India to become a full-fledgedDevender Reddy, MLC ™
Hindu nation on the lines of Subhash Reddy and religiou®
some Muslim countries. leader Kamalananda Swamy.
He was the chief guest at the Addressing the gathering on;
unveiling ceremony of the occasion, he appealed to tF
Chatrapati Sivaji statue at  youth to follow the footsteps Of wi
Medak on Tuesday. EarlierSivaji. Every Hindu should

he took part in a rally taken outprotect the cows and servehe tyranny of Aurangzeb, nation. As part of educationalmother.
from Dhyan Chand Cross-them. To liberate people fromSivaji waged wars at an age oéforms of the Union govern-

away people like Aurangazelior the sake of the counrylate Sivaiji.
from the country. He suggest-would be taught to students, he Kamalananda Swamy has
ed to parents to tell stories ofsaid. appealed to the youth to shun
great men to their wards to He called for installing stat- the habit of alcohol and follow
inspire them. ues of idols of Sivaji at all crosshe footsteps of Sivaji. Medak
He extolled Sivaji as a greatoads in the country. PadmabDistrict BJP president Gaddam
hero who fought for upholding Devender Reddy describedSrinivas, Chatrapati Sivaji stat-
the Dharma of the land and forSivaji as a great person whae installation committee pres-
the sake of the unity of theregarded every woman as hisdent Maya Sankar, BJP
activists, youth and others took
He upheld the Dharma part in the event.
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sunset. They have
to go close any ele

has been imposed

possible steps, incl
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killed 16 people.

Whenever Cong
comes to powet,
corruption comes
along: Nadda

PNSn
BELURU/CHIKKAMAGALURU

BJP National President J P
Nadda on Tuesday attacked
the Congress, accusing it ¢f
'‘appeasement' and 'divisive
politics', and urged the peor
ple to support the saffron
party to have "double engine
government" in Karnataka
once again, for the develop-
ment of the state.

Targeting former
Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and the earlig
Congress government led by
him, Nadda accused them g
withdrawing cases agains
Popular Front of India (PFI)
and Karnataka Forum for
Dignity (KFD) activists, by
following their practice of
appeasement politics.

"When Congress comes,
there is scatter in the society,
when Congress comes there
is divide and rule, it is thg
basic trait of Congress' polir
tics.

—_ < =

"Villagers are gathering near the
elephant, which caused one death tod
In a bid to stop them, Section 144 Cr L

administration in Itki block today," Veri
said. The forest department is taking &

expert team from West Bengal to tack :_"
the elephant, which is suspected to ha

Jumbo kills 16 people in 12 days in
Jharkhand

tusker has allegedly killed 16 people in five Jharkhand districts in the past 12 days
with four in a single block of Ranchi district on Tuesday, forest officials said. This
as prompted the Ranchi administration to impose prohibitory order under
Section 144 Cr PC in Itki block prohibiting gathering more than five people to restrict
further casualties, Ranchi divisional forest officer Srikant Verma said. Villagers of Itki
block have been asked to remain inside their houses, specially during sunrise and

also been asked not
phant, he said.

by Ranchi

uding engaging an

PNSn MON (NAGALAND)

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday assured t

people of Nagaland that the BJRment towards the Naga peac
led central government wants dalks, Shah said, "Our aim is t

quick solution to the decade
old Naga peace talks.
The veteran BJP leader a

asserted that addressing the "I want you to believe that
issues of the Eastern NagalanNarendra Modi and the Union #
People's Organisation (ENPO)Home minister are aware o

which has been demanding

responsibility of the next NDPP-with the talks," he said.

BJP government.

ing an election rally here.

agriculture event

muster the courage to give it up all and take

Use of English words irks Nitish at

n upwardly mobile farmer in Bihar was on Tuesday reprimanded by Chief Minister Nitish
umar for using too many "English words" while narrating his exciting life journey. The
eaker identified himself as Amit Kumar from Lakhisarai at the Bapu Sabhagar auditoriunthe preservation plots are collected only after they fall on their own, a forest official said.
where a function was organised to mark the inauguration of the "fourth agriculture roadmap" of Thereafter, it was put up for auction at the Nedumkayam Forest Depot and was won, in
the state government. Kumar began by lavishing praise on the chief minister for creating an  a tightly contested bidding war, by Vrindavan Timbers owner, Ajeesh Kumar for the final

environment wherein he, a management graduate with a promising career in Pune, could

nation 05

114-year-old teak fetches record price

114-year-old teak tree planted by the British at the Nilambur teak plantation here

department after it dried up and fell on its own in t

price of Rs 39.25 lakh on February
10. The 8 cubic meter thick wood

up cultivation of mushrooms in his native
district. Barely a few minutes into his
speech, the agro-entrepreneur was stopp AV
by the septuagenarian CM, who remaine 'f‘-_ =
his seat but interjected using a handheld | =
microphone. "l want to point out to you th
incongruity of using so many English
words. Is it England? You are working in
Bihar, practising agriculture which is the
profession of the common folks," said
Kumar.

'We want to solve Naga
problem quickly: Shah

district in the eastern tip of
Nagaland, which also shares
boundary with Myanmar.

he Reiterating the BJP's commit

East in the last eight years.

s‘make peace talks success
and solve Naga political prob
Islem quickly."

from 15 police station areas
added.

ENPO which is demanding
gour emotions, and with all

Shah asserted that inciden
of violence have gone down b,
70 per cent in the entire North

Areas under AFSPA hav
also been reduced and, i
Nagaland, it is was withdraw

seven Nagaland districts, h
On the demands of the

separate 'Frontier Nagalan
separate state, will be thaespect for you, we will proceedHowever, the final solution is yetcomprising six districts of the
to be attained with NSCN-IM eastern part of the state allegi
To find a solution to the remaining adamant on its lack of development, he said th

"The NDPP-BJP coalitiondecades-old problem, thedemand for a separate flag anésues raised by it are legitimat
will form the government in Centre government has beerconstitution for the Nagas.
Nagaland (again) after polls. Weholding separate negotiations While releasing the BJP manstood their problems and| wide variety of education andi . . .
will solve all problems of thewith NSCN-IM since 1997 andifesto for the Nagaland electiorassured them that the new goy- skill programmes,” PradhafiUlElEENE RN (= o]pF REEwi(11
state," Shah said while addresshe Working Committee of on February 14, party presidenernment that will be formed
Naga National Political Group J P Nadda asserted that the solunder (chief minister Neiphiu)

g University which will drastical-

"We discussed and under

auctioned in three pieces. The mairjs
piece, which measured more than 34
meters in length, fetched Rs 23 lakl
and the remaining two pieces of thq

same tree went for Rs 11 lakh and

& 1" |

T 1o

happiness over the record price
fetched by the tree, said the

but not to this extent.

metched a record price of close to Rs 40 lakh when it was auctioned off recently, the
orest department has said. The tree, planted in 1909, was collected by the

he preservation plot. The teak trees in

Digital university to reduce cost
of higher, skill edn: Pradhan

PNSn NEW DELHI

India is setting up a digital uni-
versity which will bring down
the cost of higher and skill edu:
cation in the country drastical-
ly, Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said.
The Minister for Education
and Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship shared tha
multiple entry and exit points
are being created in the educ
tion system to provide mobil-
ity across the general and sk
education streams to youth.
"We are setting up Digita

ly reduce the cost of highe
. education and skill educatio
and increase accessibility to

said in a virtual address to th
Shanghai Cooperation

governmental international organisation
comprising eight members -- China, India,
Russia, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan -- strengthening

The NDPP-BJP is contestingdNNPG), comprising at leasttion to the Naga political issueRio ji will resolve these prob{ Organisation (SCO) Summit Russia, Pakistan, Kazakhstarpoints in the education system

the election in a 40-20 seat-sh
ing formula.

arseven groups, since 2017.

The Modi government inked Narendra Modi government is reference to the talks held thagt

The organisers claimed thata Framework Agreement withtirelessly working on it. had led the ENPO to withdra
Shah's visit is the first by anyNSCN-IM in 2015 and Agreed However, the manifesto has nats call for boycotting the
Union Home minister to this Position with NNPGs in 2017. mention of it.

Nagaland polls.

is in the final stage as thdems," he said, in an apparent here on Monday.

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, andwhich will provide youth the
The SCO is a permanentUzbekistan -- strengthening horizontal and vertical mobil-

inter-governmental interna- bilateral relations and region-ity across disciplines -- gener-
tional organisation comprising al security. "We are now creatal education and skill educa-

eight members -- China, India,ing multiple entry and exit

tion," the minister said.

Himachal government dissolves
state Staff Selection Commission

PNSn SHIMLA tive arrangements are made @
a testing agency is constituted
he said while interacting with
{ media persons.

All examinations would be
conducted by HPPSC, he sai
and added that the employee
of the Staff Selection
Commission have been trans|

"The reports of departmen ferred to the "surplus" pool ang
tal inquiry and vigilance options will be given to them
bureau pointed out irregular- also received regarding thdo join new departments of
ities and papers were beingapers held recently by thetheir choice.
leaked and sold to selectivédPSSC, headquartered in The inquiry report said the
people for the past three yeardlamirpur. involvement of many officials
following which the state gov- The ongoing recruitment from top to bottom was found
ernment has decided to disprocess from HPSSC has been the paper leak scams an
solve the commission withtransferred to Himachal other irregularities committed
immediate effect, said ChiefPradesh Public Serviceduring the past three years an
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Commission (HPPSC), the first charge sheet in this
Sukhu. Shimla, for the convenience oftase would be filed on Tuesdal

He said complaints werecandidates till further alterna- according to Sukhu.

The Congress government o
Tuesday disbanded th
Himachal Pradesh Staf
Selection Commission whos'
functioning was suspendec
after a paper leak was dete
ed in December last year.

r PNSn NEW DELHI

d cipal sessions judge here

s Friday.

court, also directed mai
accused Aaftab

A formal trial in the sensation- complete... Section 302 of th
al Shraddha Walker murderlIPC is exclusively triable by &
case will begin before a prin-sessions court. Accordingly|

Magistrate Aviral Shukla, sions judge on February 24 3
- who sent the case to a highe?2 pm," the magistrate said.

Aminto the sessions court," hg¢
Poonawala to file a fresh appliadded.
cation before principal dis-
trict and sessions judge, Saketyas
on his plea for carrying reli- Metropolitan Magistrate Aviral to grant permission to carry a Khan also said the footagevas already provided to Khan
gious books during hearings. Shukla's court and he requestreligious book to the court.

d  Magistrate Shukla noted thated he be allowed to carry a The magistrate directedhim in the pen drive were notby the police.
the chargesheet was filed unddsook of the Code of Criminal Poonawala to file an applica4in a sequence.

d sections 302 (murder) and 201Procedure (CrPC), a notebooktion for this before the sessions "The
(causing disappearance of eviand a pen during the proceed-court concerned.

y, dence of offence or giving falséngs so that he could make During the proceedings, thethe Practo App is in small partschargesheet and the FIR fold-
information to screen offend- notes and assist his advocatemagistrate asked Poonawalaf 10-12 seconds durationers.

er) of the Indian Penal Code.
"Scrutiny of documents is

othe accused be produced befol
the principal district and ses-

n "The case is now committed

produced in the

Earlier in the day, Poonawala

if he has been given a physic
copy of the chargesheet and
the pages were legible.

He replied in the affirmative.

Aaftab Poonawala to be produced before session

aach. They are not in a series
ibr sequence," he said.

The investigating officer
(I0) replied that the soft copy

Advocate M S Khan, who isof the chargesheet provided to

representing Poonawala
informed the court that two

,Khan was divided into various
folders and also included var-

applications were already filedous footage such as those

in this court, one for the
accused's educational certifi

from the Practo App, crime
scene photographs and pictures

cates and stationery items sucbf the recoveries made during

as notepad and pencil, and th

¢he investigation.

other for a proper” soft copy of He said that everything per-
He also requested the courthe chargesheet.

taining to the investigation

related to the case provided tan the same manner as received

footage

Khan agreed that the pen

wheredrive provided to him consist-

Shraddha Walkar is talking oned of two parts -- the

HC disposes plea on panic button in plamsstution supreme; SC's
credibility can’t be erded: HC

PNSn BENGALURU

Bengaluru, Feb 21 (PTI) The
Karnataka government has
informed the High Court it has
introduced the "Suraksha' app e ne e 28

and in times of emergency th e -
public can either use this apg|| $i] “IE4EE"
or call the 112 emergencyi il eras

number. i
A public interest litigation by &
NT Arun Kumar from SESEse
Nagadevanahalli in Bengalurgr_. o g
had sought directions for pre-=" & #audis:
installed panic buttons in

mobile phones.
The division bench of Chiefdirect the manufacturers toemergency.
Justice Prasanna B Varale angre-install panic buttons in all

The HC said that it cannoting help to those really in ancalls at a time. The HC sai

The Police Department in itsexpect any system to work g
Justice Ashok S Kinagri appremobile phones as it is likely toaffidavit in response to the PILLOO per cent efficiency. |

an SOS button which eve

allows for recording a 10-sec-

ond video. The panic button ol
it allows the person to reac
out to friends, relatives and th
police. The app is also disable
friendly and allows the polic
to track it through GPS.

PNSn MUMBAI

- The Constitution is supreme
and sacrosanct, and the ape
court's credibility is sky-high

The Emergency Response and cannot be eroded o1

Support System was als
upgraded and in 2021, th
number of response lines o

these were increased from ing a public interest litigation w
8 Kiren Rijiju and Vice-President
1 Jagdeep Dhankhar over thei

three to six. Currently, the
system is able to handle 11

that it was not possible tq

1

impinged by statements of indi-
viduals, the Bombay High
Court observed while dismiss:

against Union Law Minister

remarks against the judiciary.

i

A division bench of Acting and Dhankhar over their com- had sought disqualification of
Chief Justice S V Gangapurwaleents against the judiciary andRijiju and Dhankhar from their

was made available on Tuesds

The HC, in its order, said
every citizen, including consti-
tutional authorities and persong
holding constitutional posts,
must respect and abide by th
Constitution.

It maintained a PIL is filed for
protection of public interest
and ought to be used for redres
sal of a genuine wrong or injury
caused to citizens and it canng
be publicity-oriented.

The lawyers association's Pl

Words used by
common people
need to enter
vlexicon : Mamata

PNSn KOLKATA

e Emphasising the state’s culture
of promoting unity amidst
diversity, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee

- said on Tuesday that for the
evolution and growth of a lan-

t guage itis necessary to include
words used by the masses to

L enter its lexicon.

Addressing a programme at

Deshapriya Park in south

Kolkata on the occasion of

ciated the government's effortxcreate a situation wherestated that the app has beedirected the authorities to pop-
in developing the Surakshaunscrupulous elements, minorsdeveloped in addition to the ularise the use of the Suraksh
App and disposed of the peti-and children may unnecessaremergency care number 112Zpp and take measures to pu

tion.

ily use the panic button depriv-that already exists. The app halicise its uses to the public.

a on February 9 dismissed the Pllappointment of Supreme Courtground their remarks had shak
0- filed by the Bombay Lawyersand HC judges.

and Justice Sandeep Marne hacbllegium system related toconstitutional post on the

en the public faith in the SC anc
Association (BLA) against Rijiju A detailed order of the benchthe Constitution.

Accused of 26/11 Mumbai attack
roam freely in Pak : Javed Akhtar

PNSn LAHORE

The perpetrators of the 26/11a message of peace and t

Mumbai attacks are still roam-
ing freely in Pakistan and
Pakistanis should not feel
offended when India talks

about the 2008 carnage, lyri-other. It will solve nothing.

cist and poet Javed Akhtar ha
said.
In a viral video from the

seventh Faiz Festival organised "We are people from
here in memory of celebratedvlumbai, we have seen th

Urdu poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz,

the writer was seen making(attackers) did not come from
these comments in response tdlorway or Egypt.

a member in the audience wh
told Akhtar to take with him

Indians that Pakistan is "g
positive, friendly and loving
country".

"We should not blame eacI
t

Fhe atmosphere is tense, th
should be doused," the 78
year-old lyricist said.

attack on our city. They

hood of landslide occurrencesii
a given area.
cllResearchers at the Indian The results of their work have
1 Institute of Technology (IIT), recently been published in theé®
Mandi have developed a nevjournal "Landslides" r - %
algorithm using Artificial ~ The developed algorithm haffssss_.
Intelligence (Al) and Machine been tested for landslides and c:
Learning (ML) that could be applied to other natural phegi, =
improve the accuracy of predic-nomena such as floods, avalan
- tion for natural hazards like es, extreme weather events, rock

landslides.

D PNSn NEW DELHI

DN

e algorithm developed can tacklepoints, helping to estimate theproperty.
the challenge of data imbalanceisks, they claimed.
for landslide susceptibility map-

Al algorithm to improve landslide predictior

glaciers and permafrost, mappingareas around the world, causingivil
According to officials, the that tend to have very less dataignificant losses of life andEngineering at IIT Mandi.
"The use of Al is becomingcan analyse data, identify pat-
"To estimate and eventuallyincreasingly vital for the predic-terns, and make predictions o
Landslides are a frequent natmitigate these risks, it is essentidion of natural disasters such aslecisions, much like human
ping which represents the likeli-ural hazard in mountainous to identify areas that are suscegandslides. They can potentiallyintelligence.

International Mother

Language Day, the chief min-
ister called for opening up
rather than slamming the

doors for any language to pro-
mote its growth.

"We cannot keep our minds
shut, we have to embrace other
words and phrases which are
used and understood by many

tible to landslides. A Landslidepredict extreme events, create Bengalis. Ma' is a universally

Susceptibility Mapping (LSM) hazard maps, detect events i
indicates the likelihood of areal-time, provide situational
landslide occurring in a specificawareness, and support decisio
area based on causative factoreaking.

such as slope, elevation, geology, Machine Learning is a sub
soil type, distance from faultsfield of Artificial Intelligence that
rivers and faults, and historicalenables computers to learn an
landslide data," said D P Shuklamprove from experience, with-
Associate Professor, School afut being explicitly pro-
and Environmental grammed.

"It is based on algorithms thay

n understood word, but many
people address their mother as
- Amma'.

Those who have migrated
from Bangladesh use certain
phrases which were not used
d by people in this state.

"Language is like a flowing
river. It is my humble submis-
sion to linguists and experts
what is the harm in incorpo-
rating words to enrich our lex-
icon without tinkering with the
basic spirit of the language?”

the chief minister asked.
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PAPER WITH PASSIE-N

No time for war

Lf President Joe Biden’s surprise visit to Kyiv is indeed aniexeiaiage.

Defence ties with
e sien s v mpees may s e A\ | | STrQ 1@ @re stron

SHOK K MEHTA

lying into a war-torn country is a testimony to his committhernzuse |NAia-Australia military cooperation is focused on the maritime domair

f freedom. Of course, it was a well-kept secret by his administgation;_onl

President’s presence in the entourage quite late. Yet, his cowabe damn-
played. But the big question is: would it result in a ceasefire oftawllasdba
complete a year? The war has killed thousands of people, cripigledaing all
over the world, and severely dented the post-pandemic recoverynblobedyat that our own
- the back channels are working on, but there is ¥ h dgfé?at, S"t(rf]ls 105}[-
_ : : : s F 1 Sniploads auring the
let-up in Russian President Viadimir Putin's bel@%ﬂry to fight under Australian B
ent rhetoric. In his 105-minute speech to the M&fders in World War I. The Brits
bers of both houses of Parliament and to militesyght camels from India with
commanders and soldiers, he said, “I have alr&algly cameleers whom the
said many times that the people of Ukraine mﬁ alians mistook as Afghan
. . Sikhs arrived to set up
become the hostage of the Kyiv regime an(ﬂjdg% between Brisbane a
Western overlords, who have effectively occupyeidey establishing banana plan
this country in the political, military and econdiiens. Surprisingly they havend
sense... Today’s Ukrainian regime essentially s&rggged the moon yet. b
. . . - "Fast forward to 1998 to
not the nat_lonal interests but those of thl_rd COUNtii@fass nuclear tests. Australiz
This may impress some warmongers in his caben was so paranoid about
try, but his assertions are contrary to facts. In faglear proliferation that the
all his claims to justify the attack on Ukraine ar%*ﬁ?ég\%erffsﬁg‘ﬁghiv‘;‘t’ﬁﬁ]aszﬁe
titious, the_biggest one being that _Ukraine was perpgtrating.gmmidse, hehours. In a surprising turn of
never provided even a shred of evidence to substantiatetiis.gflegia had ear-policy two years ago Canberra _
lier said that he stood for the “demilitarisation and dexidawiof Ukraine. Buglecided to export uranium topart of the US India Japan
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is a Jew. 'sng'c?'egpylgrizb{ﬂuo?grge;ﬁﬂgﬁt@%yagg e'rfs pl;l?t\/)(/)f hﬁlse
Putin thought that Russian conquest of Ukraine would be eadykbainibns | nced its «donet ask doret telMalabar Naval exercises.
under Zelensky have given him a bloody nose. Accusing thellfésstémtend- nuclear policy. Australia no lon-With the new Albanese gov-
ing to transform “a local conflict into a phase of global coofrdiRatin seems ger asks strategic bombers whernment calling up to China
to be tilting towards a rabid form of ethno-religious nationeditem Wites “dis- wee;;gﬁg s ey e”;ifﬁe%%ﬁ\'gdﬁ]ﬁ'“,\'ﬂnﬁ :Q;rhgsfesngﬁ_'
other traditional religions of our country. Look at what they lugirvattnt peo- tralian bases to maintain *Opequestionable.
ples: the destruction of the family, cultural and natiorigl rtrsion, and théatlo?]UnpfeldICtatbﬂltg' ?ﬁpefts-s AU,?;f%“aﬁ new tﬁefeg%e
R ; € nuciear triada. € Slta-securi eview, authore y
gbuse of children are declared th(_e norm... Angllca_m Church plans Itdhmnﬁ))% hg of nuclear weapons informer Defence Minister Ste-
idea of a gender-neutral God... Millions of people in the @/sttruhthey areaysralia is prohibited under its phen Smith and former CDS

being led to a real spiritual catastrophe.” While some of his dritieistara deca- South Pacific Nuclear Free Zonéir Marshal Angus Houston

couple of journalists had accompanied him, and they were infonintbeé &k Support Of an Open, iﬂClUSive, and reSilient IndO'PaCiﬁC regiOn

andering thro-
ugh Australia,
lsm discovering

dence is not untrue, it still doesn't justify the attack on MWithine dip in Putin’sfreaty but the US has tradition-was released last week. Pre-

anti-West rhetoric, it would be too sanguine to expect a méaedighubugh by neither confirmed nor de-viously defence palicy focu-

India-headed G20 for a greater role. The fact that Prime MinisteMgdidradraign Minister Penny Wong at athe present when the China
good relations with Putin will surely help move towards a ceasefire.

Senate hearing last week whehallenge of uncertainties
the Greens Senator objected tand ambiguities has covered

highly controversial Australiatold me in Sydney that the
UK and US (AUKUS) arrange-Chinese tried to strangle
ment, Canberrass nuclear-powAustralia and its economic
ered submarine fleet ,, which coercion failed miserably.
canceled the agreement witlDistance and sea frontiers

Astute class submarines will bgle terrorist attack that makes
fitted with American subsys-Australia an attractive desti-
tems. Australia could have 1zation for trade and invest-
such submarines by 2050. It wilment. However, fears of ille-
become the only non-nucleargal immigrants have magni-

ogy for its submarine fleet. ThisMinister S Jaishankar was i
we need AUKUSe or whethetto Fiji. India-Australia rela-

Australia is rubber-stamping tions are on a high. Canberra
US policy. Australia is alreadyconsiders New Delhi one of

o 4,

. _ L L - L
Tourists of MV Ganga Vilas visit the Kamakhya Temple, in Guwahati

LIMIT POLL CANDIDATE ATTEMPTS
Sir, In the US, a candidate is eligible tc

I I m e to re u I ate Cr t@)ntest for the Presidential election for tw
rms of four years only at a stretch. A
. . early draft of the US Constitution provid-

The Government must take immediate steps to

ed for one seven-year term, which mea
. . . no one was to be beyond seven years ¢

regulate investments in crypto-currencies .
Wle the potential gains from investing in cryptocurrenciegenating, changed (o its current form. An unfettere:

tinuously as President. Later, the draft w.

e risks associated with it far outweigh the benefits. The finistee r&rﬁﬁdb"e”ﬁé?{iﬁ?gg'?;‘g‘ r,]r? ,en'Qig)O ;”ﬁ;g?ersa{‘r-

Nirmala Sitharaman has rightly cautioned the youth frarg investicryp- people at helm to thrive on misuse ¢

tos as it could lead to wiping off their savings. Cryptocurrereigaited a lot power and position. Misuse of power an
of attention in recent years as an alternative investmenHoptaver, investing?©sition is aimed at amassing wealth.
. . . o . The number of times allowed for ¢
in cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, Ethereum, may not be safe. OngafdbB-mgaangdidate to be a Prime Minister or Chie
cerns is the lack of regulation. In India, there is no clear legatkriEonéeal- Minister must be restricted to two time:
ing with it. This means that there is no regulatory authoritse® threefunction-only, for which necessary amendmen

; ; ; ; must be made in the Constitution
ing of crypto exchanges. Investors who invest in cryptocurrenoiegrateat- Restrictions have to be placed on tt

LAST SATURDA

FOREIG

IN SYDNE

TRANSITIN
breach of SPNFZT. Under theAustralia. A defence expert FROM A VISIT T%n defence ties ... the 200getween Finance and Defence
e

AUSTRALI

France to buy its Barracudehave made Australia safe and
design ,, two already built UK secure. Theress not been a sin-

ON A HIGH

CANBERRA
CONSIDERS NE
DELHI ONE OF |
state to get US nuclear technolfied. Last Saturday Foreig-ﬂ\/lOST IMPORTANti

LETTERS I RTEEIeR
Wil they,

its most important partners in helicopters. IAF Su30 and C17
the Indo-Pacific. Prime aircraft participated in Exercise

Ministers Morrison and Modi

Pitch Black. This was followed

signed the Comprehensiveby another international

Strategic Partnership in 202
the Economic Strateg

OExercise Kakadu 2022. The
yAustralian Navy participated

Update in 2022, and Australiain RIMPAC, an Indo-Pacific
India Economic Cooperation Endeavour 2022 Exercise.

Agreement in 2022. The Aus- The focus of India-
tralian government is settingAustralia military coopera-

up the Centre for Australia

- tion is in the maritime domain

India Relations like the in support of an open, inclu-

0 years ago.

stralia India Council set up sive, and resilient Indo-Pacific

as stated by Defence Minister

Today 50,0_00 Indian stu-Richard Mques. Aqstrali.an
MINISTER Sldents are helping the Austra-High Commissioner in India,

ian higher education sectorBarry OsFarrell has said that

r I. Two agreements unde

nied carriage of nuclear weased on defence of Australia JA|SHANKAR WASbound after the pandemic.joint defence activities had
ndia-Australia defence coop-experienced a nearly fourfold
eration traces its origins in theincrease since 2014. The
renches of Gallipoli in World upgrade of ties was reflected in

rthe recent 2+2 dialogue

morandum of Defence Ministers. The Australia-India

Id off the coast o

akhapatnam and these are
Id every two years. In addi- South, Sri Lanka, & founder
n, the Milan fleet review has
has generated a big debate on «&ydney transiting from a vist PARTNERS IN T HiPe Australian Navy participat-  Planning Staff, currently the
ing. A maritime partnership

INDO PACIFICexercise off Perth last ye

FI1JI. INDIA- Cooperation; and the 2009Economic Cooperation and
Joint Declaration in Security Trade Agreement entered into
ooperation. A joint working force on 29 December 2022
RELATIONS ARFFoup on joint research andwill allow tariff-free trade of 85
military cooperation has beento 90 percent of the goods.
set up. Joint exercises are re¢adia-Australia defence ties
larly held between the threehave come a long way since the
ervices. In 2015, the first forexpulsion of the Defence
| bilateral naval exercise wa8dvisor.

f (The writer, a retired Lt Gen,
was Commander, IPKF

member of the Defence

Integrated Defence Staff;
ar views expressed are person-

involved several ships and al)

won't they?

Rahul Gandhi. Simultaneously, efforts for a vial
alternative to the formidable BJP have gain

EelVIBITE

Hinduhriday
Samrat Balasahe
Thackeray's Shiv | = i
Sena was surren- | |
ered at the feet -
harad Pawar.

momentum since three Northeastern States [go

to polls this year. Then, there are a number
other State polls lined up, including in sever
politically significant States.

Politicians like Bihar Chief Minister Nitis
Kumar, Telangana CM K Chandrasekhar Rao
TN Chief Minister MK Stalin are bringir
together non-BJP parties ahead of next yeg
Lok Sabha polls. Ironically, consensus over {
Congress' inclusion in the group still elude
given that Nitish wants the Congress in the p

he fact that despite being out of power farhe Congress' crucial three-day plenary sess|
nine years at the Centre now, the grand afd going to commence on February 24
party keeps hogging the public discours€hhattisgarh's capital Raipur and speculatior

g Union Home Minister
of — Amit Shah

Putin Thought
Ukraine Was Weak,
- Dead Wrong...I will
announce another
delivery of critical
equipment to help
protect the Ukrainian people from
aerial bombardments.

posed united alliance while KCR is averse tq ity

s President
100 joe Biden

ed by any regulatory body, which makes it a risky investment option.

Assembly and legislative council cand simply underscores the Congress' political sigpe that the party high command would ta Erlendshlp or love

.

The value of cryptocurrencies is highly volatile, and it is mohomdo see dates. With this, the number of ex-MLA: nificance. On the other hand, the political alre final call there on whether or not it will jo
large swings in their prices in a short period. ®gsex-MPs will proliferate, which mus obviously charged in favour of the ruling BXie new alliance. That the Congress sheds
makes investing in cryptocurrencies a highly ken into ConSId'eratlon and som also seems th) be discernibly veering round ag0|st|c gtance to_ create room for others
. Inf he R Bank of Indi dy found. A one-time lump sum pay the Congress' favour — thanks to the recentlyicks to its guns, is yet to be seen.

proposmon._ n fact, the eserve bank ot India (e may be made to the MLAs or MF concluded 'Bharat Jodo Yatra', spearheaded by
has warned investors about the risks associatedcafitipleting one or more terms. A debal -

investing in cryptocurrencies. Despite the growiugj be kickstarted and the issue brought , , _
popularity of cryptocurrencies, they are not Wi%‘? logical end. will these groups target a particular confour stage despite being beaten by

accepted _in India. Unlike traditior_lal currencies, cryp- by thesegau rakshalk® Earlier, our PM win match for Team India and the ra
tocurrencies are not yet recognized as legal tandeTHING OF ‘COW SMUGGLERS’ Narendra Modi strongly condemned thegods came pattering down to our resg

Azhar A KhanRampur

not be used to purchase goods and services iﬁlgﬁb-wing Hindus who alleged that theymost of them were anti-social elementsin.

L " were involved in acts of cow smugglingamouflaged as cow vigilantes. He made Thus we came out with flying colou
country. The lack of acceptance limits the “quf\?ﬁ'b(y Muslims have been often assault-clear that killing in the name afau despite all odds. It is notable and laudg
of cryptocurrencies, making it difficult for investarsn recent years lgau rakshakeho bhaktiis not acceptable but now our PMhat the Junior Under 19 team recen
to convert their holdings into cash. Investing in (g%? accused them of transporting beés.maintaining a stoic silence on the recemton the coveted World Cup in a convin

tocurrencies comes with its own set of security gl Naser and Junaid were allegedtjlling of Naser and Junaid. . ing way. The senior womenes team 3
abducted by cow vigilantes and later found Zakir Hussain| Kazipet caught a remunerative break when pl
Cryptocurrency exchanges and wallets have been the target of F&tBCEgbDE ead. The main culprit, Monu Manesur, er auctions were recently held for orga

resulting in huge losses for investors. In fact, in India, thereshanstdneces a Bajrang Dal member, is said to be behiltdOMEN’S WINNING SPREE ising the Womenes Premier League (WH

KV Seetharamaialj Bengaluru munity and indulge in high-handednesg$nglish professional side. It was a must,

by the Indian government. This means that theySjan-Recently two men were killed bycow vigilantess action by saying thaind helped Indian eves achieve a narf

without respect is P
.tnot true. Shabana
Znd my friendship ~

!
el
f i
Plis so nice and ﬂ .

strong that even &Sl

marriage could not break it
Writer
— Javed Akhtar

| think | was enjoy-
ing my bowling. |
knew they'd play
sweeps and
reverse sweeps, SO
my idea was just to
tl@ep it simple and straight. Don't
t¥hink a sweep is a good option
Cagainst me on this kind of wicket.
$Dicketer

AY=- Ravindra Jadeja

>

Lipvestigative agen
haes do their hom

where exchanges have been hacked, and investors have lostheitiweany this gruesome murder and reportedlir , The pendulum is swinging comfort- on the lines of the menss IPL. Now it is
investors may not fully understand the technology and tyengradertepts o
cryptocurrencies. This lack of understanding can lead to wrongnindesisions, Eyen the Supreme Court has denouncatiroad and now at home during the ongdenockout stage of the Championship. Thiecessary prima
resulting in losses. Besides, there are concerns over the actierBitcbiargold- recent instances of lynching Dalits anihg Test series against Australia, Indiafight will be on for the supremacy of théacie material in
ers, known as "whales." Who often manipulate the market by imdplgimg imembers of minority community.
and dump” to dupe the small investors. The Government wollkd domwelup

with the crypto bill that has been postponed twice to regulatg éxsiti®y yet Government against killing of innocenshow their inherent talent. Harmanpree

risky investment option for the people, especially the youeigdioge

f enjoys the patronage of politicians anably in India's way in the world of crick-turn of the seniors to establish their winwork and only
policemen. He hasnet yet been arrestesl. After a good show by the men's teaning ways and upstage the juniors in thehen they have t

women's cricket team has also clinchedvsorld Champion. their hand... only

Akhila Gopalan| Mumbai then do they go. It can’'t be done
overnight by instinct.

Union Finance Minister
— Nirmala Sitharaman

However, no genuine work or implesemi-final spot in the Women's T-20 by
mentation of laws was carried out by outefeating Ireland by D/L method to

Send your fiesobeck to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com

people by these cow vigilantes. How lori¢aur's team won a spot reaching the la
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EREcoumn - Hindenburg fallout

SMALL TOWNS BENE

FROM UDAN SCHEN ’ |
UDAN has improved air connectivitW O n t C r u S h b an kS BIKASH NARAYAN MISHRA

despite some failures o _ _ _ _ -
m Banks are gaining traction and becoming increasingly robust and resilient, but
-

g- we need to be cautious

RAJESHKUMAR SINGH ecently, the strong framework
nd resilience of the Indian

. . anking system came on the
Just a few days ago, the Centre claimed that 100 airports w radar a%te?/a series of reports

pbe developed by 2024 under the Regional Connectivity Sctlgme Wexpressing concerns and appre-
(RCS) UDAN infrastructure scheme. This is in addition to the medsiens about banks' exposure to a par-
nisation and upgrade work being undertaken at Delhi, Bendigluai business house came into question
Hyderabad, Lucknow, Guwahati, Ahmedabad, and Mangaluru afffirtge Hindenburg report.
to make them more contemporary. The banking regulator, the Reserve

In fact, modernisation is a continuous process, which depengg ?ftgéd's?iglgﬁ'&'i’égﬁ%ﬁgiﬁ g]gdlrs]é?gn
factors like the availability of land, commercial viability, Smm‘ec‘banking system are too large and strong
ic considerations, traffic demand from the people of that regiofe &rdaffected by an individual incideht.
then willingness of the airlines to operate to and from such airfdré regulator issued a statement, saying
Without doubt, the focus of the Government on infrastrudiaiéhe banking sector remains stable and
deserves to be appreciated. Budget 2023 has also laid a lot of efre various parameters of banks relat-
sis on it, with the capital expenditure outlay being increafied dR$hjO capital adequacy, asse(; qui!lttyt,]gllllq-
cantly for 2023-24 to whooping Rs 10 lakh crore over Rs 7.28»',[ ':ﬁ ’ephrg\;'li'gr_] coverage, and profita g' )
crore in 2022-23, which will further act as a driver of growth and JObRB| Governor Shaktikant Das also
The Airports Authority of India and other airport operators haggijtbthat the banks lend to a companj on
geted capital outlay of approximately Rs 98,000 crore in the $ketbasis of its fundamentals and not: on
across the country by 2025 for construction of greenfield airpor tiésag@rket capitalisation. f

new terminals, expansion and modernisation of existirajstemli LIMITED EXPOSURE CORPORATlONS

strengthening of runways among other activities. gp?n%?;nt;g%%%etsﬁ Ise? gtearl' t(?uet Sstga r,g%i%gm(\NILL DO WELL
exposure to the Adani Group is Rs 27,000 1O MOBILISE
crore, which is 0.9 per cent of its total loan THEIR |N|T|A§|.down and the subsequent ass@t general and PSBs in particulaat the current exchange rate.
book size of Rs 31.33 lakh crore. Axis ‘quality deterioration crisis seven td\otwithstanding the pandemic  Globally, for infrastructure
Bankes exposure was 0.94 per cent as of FUNDIN Geight years ago, the prompt correcand geopolitical woes, the bankingrojects, the setup and construc-
December 2022. Another state-run lender, - tive action (PCA) framework ledsector has been consistently delition risk is borne by the bond mar-
Punjab National Bank, has an exposure oREQU|RE|\/|EN'§|-to the huge capitalisation of pub-ering better numbers in each sucket. Banks do extend their helping
Rs 7,000-o0dd crore. So, the exposure is not-I-H ROUGH -|-|_§_|Iic sector banks (PSBs). During theessive quarter and financial yedrands, but at a later stage when
significant across all the banks and non- ‘last five-seven years, PSBs haglaring the last three years. As dhere is cash flow, be that in the
banking financial companies (NBFCs). BQOND AND/Qfbeen adequately recapitalised. Thae end of December 2022, the nédrm of working capital and/or for

Most recently, Bank of Baroda chief - memories are fresh in mind. profit of PSBs was approximatelancillary works. The deterioration
executive Sanjiv Chadha said that the ba&QU”_Y ROUTE. Rs 95,000 crore and their neof asset quality in 2015 was large-
Continuous efforts of the Government have paid rich dividéniéling to consider lending additional THEY MAY ALS(BOLD POLICY INITIATIVES NPA was 1.37 per cent, one of thely on account of the huge exposure
and the domestic air traffic has almost reached the pre-Covid I@“\fé’l‘.?y z;(l)o gsﬁ aAgzar;ir t%rrogfp\’/v?\g?igsp?r(r?\?ﬁ'AKE RECOUREC;—QY% eIabs(gI éi\{)% Ii%ry isrﬁggtr;vggirﬁtﬁgggié d%erformances in the Iasla?rinl(;a\rne glaglézer]gd to infrastructure
:S s thlumplln_g SUEEEER Eis SCSEDAN’ laUInCPfEddmb?Og to%ﬁﬁh’%der the Reserve Bank of India “part of the Government: Does that mean we need not .
ate regional air connectivity and make air travel affordabletor thi dpheyork . : TO EXTERNA' 1. The enactment of strongbe concerned about the recentlEED TO SHIFT FOCUS

ses, that has made the Ministry of Civil Aviation even m@easambit \what is the exposure limit? A bank . recovery laws, the insolvency andevelopments in the capital marBanks will do well to focus on
to connect the country through airways. can lend up to 20 per cent of its net warth COIVIMERCIA;Ibankruptcy code (IBC), and theket post-Hindenburg? The answeretail, agriculture, and micro, small
However, unlike its much publicised plan to provide conneetivitier-1 capital to an individual entity BQORROWINGSsetting up of the National Com-is perhaps "no." The fallout fromand medium enterprises or
to un-served and underserved airports of the country threah &\d 25 per cent to a group. This is in i pany Law Tribunal (NCLT) and the Harshad Mehta-led crisis in theMSMES. We do need infrastruc-
i i i A / -g accordance with the global norms. Earlier, FOR THAT, Wthe Insolvency and Bankruptcyearly 1990s or the Lehmarture,more roads, railways, ports,
of the existing airstrips and airports, it is yet to make slipsbainédss AT . ' ; . . - . :
e L e e A o %\ﬁ@g a bit higher, and for the infrastruc- NEED ABoard of India (IBBI), all in 2016 Brothers-related issues 15 years agad airports,to become a $5-tril-
. gl'k ia in Bih hief PO tish y phnrnp l.? ector, there were special norms enti- 2. Massive amalgamation ofcost the industry dearly in termslion developed economy at the ear-
regions like Purnia in Bihar. Chief Minister Nitish Kumartismey ﬁgbthem to a higher limit. The current  DEVELOPED PSBs in 2017-18 and in 2019-20f results and reputation. Banks, ifiest, but our corporations should

delay in the construction of a civil enclave at the airport ¥ thexg@bsure limits also include connected - This has resulted in reducing thegeneral, should move away fronmobilise their initial requirements
which was supposed to have been made much before Darbhangdehttirgy. For instance, if an automaker BOND MARKE number of PSBs from 27 six yeatsigh-risk infrastructure finance for more through the bond, equity,
the blame-game intensifies with Kumar putting the blame immthebuyis parts from a supplier to the extent i ago to 12 now. the simple reason that the assetsaind external routes. Banks will be
Government and vice-versa. of more than half of what the supplier pro- 3. Policy relating to the settingtheir disposal, although huge, ar¢here to meet their working capi-
While Sanjay Jha, a close confidante of Kumar and Cabinet MiHR&Sy @ bankss exposure to the automak- : up of the National Assets Reconssf short to medium-term maturi- tal needs at a later stage. .
e Sale. el the,state Government has given its cotforitm h|s combined with that of the auto parts itruction Company Limited ty. Some individual banks in India
o ’ - - gh lier. i (NARCL), the India Debt Reso-  Corporations will do well to have failed in the past, but the reg-
linking the road from the proposed civil enclave to nationai hig e 250-year-old modern Indian : lution Company Limited (IDRCL), mobilise their initial funding ulator and the Government have
even though work has not been started, senior leader of the BBrikMg system has weathered many - and the National Bank for Finan-requirements through the bondalways come to the rescue of the
former deputy CM Sushil Kumar Modi accused the state Goverstorems. The credit portfolio of the bank- : cing Infrastructure and Develop-and/or equity routes. They maydepositors. We could withstand
of not cooperating, adding that the AAI had sought 52.1 acres dfigasytem is over Rs 130 trillion rupees. : ment (NAB-FID) also take recourse to externahe partition of banks at the time
from the northern side of the runway, which has not been met, 3hifee exposure of the Indian banks to : Budget 2021-22 has also envigommercial borrowings. For that,of Independence, the subprime
the group is less than even 0.5 per cent and : aged the privatisation of a coupleve need to develop a bond marerisis in the West, the asset

the land was acquired from the southern side for the purpose. SN IS T : " ) o h
; : insignificant by any standard. But : of PSBs. ket. The present size of our bondjuality crisis, and the pandemic

The SIS Ve alsolassure'd 1D bu"d. a roa‘?' e I"ﬂ?eﬂg(%ory does not end here. During the ) o All these measures and a masnarket is Rs 40 trillion, which isand geopolitical crises. Banks are
acquired land to the nearest national highway. It is alsm@teresiis 75 years, Indian banks have embarkedhe author is a senior: sjve recapitalisation of PSBs to thiess than one third of schedulegjaining traction and becoming
note here that the runway at the Indian Air Force airport in Pusfia iather tumultuous path. There haveadvisor with the Indian : extent of about Rs 5 trillion dur-commercial banks' outstandingincreasingly robust and resilient.
11,000X150 feet, which is almost similar to that of a few top tities occasions when leading banks hav@ankers Association. : ing the period of reference haveredit. The Indian companiese out-The saga will continue, but we
like Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai, Chennai and Hyderabad. Flight staeggbiquidity crises. : Views expressed are : had a positive bearing on thestanding debt overseas is to theeed to be cautious and focus on
had also started in 2012 between Purnia and Patna and Purnia &@fowing the Lehman Brothers melt- personal) ¢ functioning of the banking sectortune of approximately $12 trillion core sectors.

Kolkata, but were discontinued the very next year.

Similar is the case with a number of other un-served and u P O I I\OO U N -I:ER N T
served airports in various parts of the country. Despite ssich f

bitter word wars in some cases, and a few failures on some fronts,

the UDAN scheme has been successful to a great extent. The selec-  THIS ISN'T AMRIT KAAL BUT AN UNDECL. THE CONGRESS SHOULDN'T SPEAK ON

tion of routes and airlines is fair. The scheme has also been able to EMERGENCY. THESE RAIDS HAVE INCREASI CORRUPTION AS IT LOST POWER ON THE ISSUE.
provide a fair amount of air connectivity to Tier-2 and Tier-8 cities 8 pETERMINATION...TO BE EVEN MORE AGGRE IT'S NOW INDULGING IN SPIT-AND-RUN TACTICS.
affordable airfares and has transformed the way travelling was done —_ CONGRESS GENERAL SECRE —_ UNION FINANCE MINISTER

earlier. JAIRAM RAMESH NIRMALA SITHARAMAN

(The author is a senior journalist)

Is artificial intelligence a curse for the common man?

Al is an intelligent entity created by man, and though human needs gettéulflledrbforts, they aren’t sufficient

he world is changing scorching summer day toexploring the deepest parts obther numerous sectors asscthe organisational perfor- hardware and the software orthe need of humans will be

I increasingly with inno- booking cabs through Ola oroceans or even disposing of aiated with it. mance, but at the same time itvhich it will operate also much more required as the Al
vations. Undoubtedly, Uber with a click of a button, bomb. Today, hundreds of Aswe are moving towardscan lead to loss of jobs, leadnvolves 24x7 technical know-cannot be creative or empa-
technology has made our live: while sitting at workplace, technologies are convergingAl, we are already witnessingng to a loss of employeehow which makes it a costlythetic. Companies and other
more comfortable. Human from waiting in queues in together and are creating altoAl taking over jobs. According engagement. Also, the benefitaffair. organisations must not adopt
beings have added much mor front of favourite restaurants together a new set of opportunito Ray Kurzweil, director of associated with Al may not Al may be on the verge ofAl monocausal with a view to

to it so that today we are com: SAKSHISETHI ordering food through Zom- ties such as Virtual Realityengineering at Google stategeach most firms and workersreplacing most jobs, but itsfinances only, rather it should
pletely dependent on tech- ato, Swiggy and the list goes orobotics, drones and manythat by 2030, Al will for the in developing countries. adoption will definitely lead to investigate the ethical, cultur-
nology and even if we want tc and on, Artificial Intelligence more. One of the famousfirst time in human history Employee engagement affectdecrease in job satisfaction. Akl and organisational aspects
shift ourselves, we might mist has made its way quickly intoexamples being the concept aichieve human levels of intelthe trust of the organisation.cannot think outside the box.too.
the boat. our lives. We are totally depenself-driving cars, wherein theligence; 15 years later, héligher the employee engagelt can only work with the pre- Being highly dependent
Today we are all surround- dent on it now for our person- availability of sensors will helpbelieves that we will havement, the more is the trust infed data. No doubt bots caron Al does not guarantee suc-
ed by artificial intelligence al benefits. perceive the surroundings fol-reached the singularity. Thisthe organisation and suchwrite applications or mails or cess in the development of any
(Al) in some or the other way. But what is Al? In simple lowed by smooth driving.  means the capabilities andkind of engagement is impor-even respond to customerorganisation. It is only its most
From the moment, we wake terms, Al is the simulation of  Based on the model of thantelligence of Al will surpasstant for self- actualisation.  queries, but they work only onimportant resource that is the
up to check our smartphone tc human intelligence processesar, the navigation paths will behe intelligence of humans, and  According to the data col- the basis of pre-fed data. =~ workforce which can guaran-
directly asking Alexa to turn by machines, especially theelf-identified, and strategiesmachines will become smartetected by UNCTAD, low- Its important for the com- tee success in the process. At
on the lights and update wit computer systems. The biggestill be made to manage trafthan human beings. But doesncome countries are at a dispanies to take into considerathe end of the day, Al is noth-
news; from watching movies advantage of Al is that if thefic controls. Itis just the begin-that mean it will eat up advantage given their lowtion both the needs of humansng but an intelligent entity cre-
on a large screen in theatres t machines are programmedning and as and when the techjobs? share of skilled workers andand business when adoptingated by man. Human needs get
watching it on OTT platforms properly the results would benology matures, such auto- Al may create new jobs inrelatively slow download Al. No doubt implementation fulfilled by material comforts,
such as Netflix, Amazon accurate and precise withounhomous vehicles will surelyinnovation and bring new speed. Adoption of Al is not anof Al will result in sophisticat- but they arenst sufficient. What
Prime, or Disney Hotstar; any bias. impact the entire automobile goods and services to the mareasy affair. It needs plenty oéd innovations, followed by asatisfies is something deeper,,
from searching for on time bus Also, they survive in manyindustry followed by the insur- ket and even adoption of sucttime and resources whichpositive impact on companyhuman affection and not

arrival and three-wheeler in (The author is an educator) risk-taking activities, be it ance, traffic control, health andtechnology may even increasévolve lots of money. Also, thereturns but at the same timemachines.
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15% to US$ 1.277 hillion

reign lender HSBC on Tuesday reported a 15.04 per cent jump in its pre-tax profit from
ﬁperations in India at USD 1.277 billion for 2022. The bank had reported a pre-tax profit of
USD 1.11 hillion from its operations in India, which continues to be fourth largest contributor

foreign lenders space, has huge back offic
operations in India. In a statement, the ban
said it has become the largest foreign lend
the country by both advances and deposits
of March 2022. It also handles 9 per cent g
traded forex and 15 per cent of foreign
investor custody assets. Among its busines
lines, the largest segment of global banking
and markets saw an uptick in profit before
at USD 622 million in 2022 up from USD 5
million, while the commercial banking
segment delivered profit before tax of USD
304 million as against USD 265 million.
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NTPC Green Energy,
to raise up to
Rs 9,000 cr term loa

PNSn NEW DELHI

NTPC arm NTPC Green
Energy Ltd (NGEL) has invit-
ed bids for rupee denominat

HSBC India pre-tax profit jumps Gold declines Rs 371:

silver plunges Rs 230

old price declined Rs 371 to Rs 56,100 per 10 grams in the national capital on Tuesday

Money 08

OYO to double premium
hotels in India in 2023

YO on Tuesday announced its plan to double the number of premium hotels in India

( imid weak global trends, according to HDFC Securities. In the previous trade, the yelIoOith the addition of around 1,800 such hotels in 2023. Its premium hotel brands

etal had closed at Rs 56,471 per 10 grams. Silver also plunged Rs 230 to Rs 65,742
for group profits, in 2021. It has added 1,000 people to its India headcount in 2022, to take theper kg. "Spot gold prices in the Delhi markets traded at Rs 56,100 per 10 grams, down Rs has about 1,800 premium hotels in India. The move is aimed at capitalising on the surge in
total employee strength to 39,000, its biggest in any market. The bank, like many peers in the 371 per 10 grams," Saumil Gandhi, Senior Analyst - Commaodities at HDFC Securities, saidblmsiness travel by increasing its
the overseas market, both gold and silvi

r

clude Townhouse Oak, OYO Townhouse, Collection O and Capital O. OYO currently

footprints across all the major busine

were quoting lower at USD 1,833 per
ounce and USD 21.68 per ounce,
respectively. COMEX gold prices fell
slightly, while dollar index remained
elevated in the Asian trading hours on
Tuesday in anticipation of another increq
in the interest rate, Sriram lyer, Senior

cities. "OYO plans to add approximal
1,800 premium hotels this year," the
hospitality tech platform said. It said

expansion will focus on key business
cities such as Bengaluru, Hyderabad
Chennai in South India, Delhi and N
in North India, Kolkata in East India §

Research Analyst at Reliance Securities
said. "Markets now will be waiting for the
publication of the minutes of the Februa
meeting of the US Federal Reserve due
be released on Wednesday," lyer added

‘Electrical industry mus
set big export targets’

ed term loan of up to Rs 9,000 PNSn NEW DELHI
crore.

The bid document showed
that NGEL intends to raiseg
fresh debt and repay out
standing liability of Rs 8,200
crore towards NTPC by
March 31, 2023 along with
applicable interest cost.

Also, additional funds to
the tune of Rs 800 crore
would be required for addi-
tional debt liability and for
balance capex payments

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday asked the electrica
industry to set and work
towards a big exports target a
the sector holds huge potential
for growth.

The sector has touched
export of USD 10 billion and
is targeting to increase it to
USD 25 billion in the next five

f years.

(%)

projects which are yet tg
achieve full commercial oper
ations, it stated.

Thus, NGEL has invited
offer for rupee term loan of]
up to Rs 9,000 crore, it said.

The minimum amount of
loan offered by banks/FIs
(financial institutions) shall
be Rs 1,000 crore and in mu
tiples of Rs 500 crore there
after, it stated.

"But | am extremely happy

proud globally. Time has comecountries.
that the world becomes our

cal industry.

by this performance and sad as He suggested the industry teenergy needs," he said.
well. 'Ye Dil Mange More'...Theorganise exhibitions in Europe The minister also said qual
electrical industry makes Indiaand the US along with otherity control orders will help save

"We should go straight into petition from low quality
stage. We should not just havéhe big markets and showcasgoods pumped into the coun
exhibitions in developing our presence and world-clasgry.

countries but also in the devel-quality standards globally...\We "l urge companies to sup
oped part of the world,” Goyalneed to show the world thatport and handhold smaller
said at an event of the electriindia can be a reliable andcompanies in terms of quality
trusted partner in all their consciousness," he said.

the industry from unfair com-

L Uflex premises

I-T dept searches

across country

PNSn NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Departmen
on Tuesday conducted searc
es at multiple premises linke
to packaging major Uflex a:
part of an investigation again
the company for alleged t
evasion, officials said.
Around 60-70 premises
including the Noida-based
company headquarters, i
Delhi, UP, Jammu and
Kashmir, Gujarat, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka ar
being covered, they said.

The BSE said the exchange PNSn NEW DELHI

has "sought clarification” frol
Uflex Ltd on the developmen
and is awaiting a reply. N
reaction from the company t
PTI's queries was available
immediately.

According to the company"
information available on its e
portal, it is "India's larges
flexible packaging material
and solutions company and
leading global polymer sci
ences corporation"”.

Mumbai in West India. OYQO's focus
premium hotels started in the last
quarter of 2022 when it added more
than 400 premium hotels between
October and December.

*Govt focussing on production
of high-value pharmaceuticalse

(PLI) scheme of pharmaceuti-
cals amounting to Rs 166 crore
to four selected applicants.
Under the Atmanirbharta ini-
tiative of the government, DoP
launched the PLI scheme for
pharmaceuticals in 2021.

The financial outlay under
this PLI scheme is Rs 15,000
crore over a period of six years.
So far, 55 applicants have been
selected under the scheme,
including 20 Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises (MSMES).
Union Minister for Chemicals The financial year of 2022-2023
and Fertilisers noted. being the first year of produc-
The government is taking steps "Working on the vision of tion for the PLI Scheme, DoP
to produce "high value phar-reducing import dependency has earmarked Rs 690 crore as
maceuticals" in the country tothrough indigenous produc- the budget outlay.
reduce import dependency fortion, the government is Againstthe expected invest-
such critical articles, Union focussing on production of highment of Rs 17,425 crore in the
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya value pharmaceuticals and highpharmaceutical sector over
said on Tuesday. end medical devices," he saidthe scheme period, the scheme

Manufacturing of compo- Mandaviya said the has garnered an investment of
nents of high-end medical Department of PharmaceuticalsRs 16,199 crore by these 55
devices in the country will be(DoP) has released the firsapplicants in the first year of
another big step in movingtranche of incentives underimplementation itself, the min-
towards self reliance, thethe Product Linked Incentive istry said.

*Bankse improving financial
performance bodes welle

PNSn NEW DELHI

impaired loan ratio of 2.1 pe
cent, against state banks' 5.6 p
cent," it said.

Sound economic momentum
has contributed to a further
drop in credit costs to 0.95 pe
cent in 9MFY23, as per the est

The pace of asset quality an mate, compared with 1.26 pe
profitability improvement has centin FY22.
exceeded expectations, whilpages and improved recoveries, Lower credit costs were th
capital buffers are broadly in linehave also played a role, it said.primary factor driving an
with the projections, it said ina Fitch expects a furtherimprovementin return on asset
statement. improvement by FY23, althoughto 1.1 per cent in 9MFY23, out

The sector's impaired-loanbanks still face the risk of assefpacing Fitch's FY23 estimate
ratio declined to 4.5 per cent inquality pressure associated witl®.9 per cent, although earnin
the first nine months of financial the unwinding of loan forbear- also benefited from higher-than
year ended March 2023ancein FY24. expected loan growth an
(9MFY23), from 6 per cent at "The sector's improving pro- improving net interest margins,
FY'22, it said, adding, this wawsision cover (OMFY23: 75 perit said.

A sustained improvement in the
financial performance of Indian
banks bodes well for the sector
intrinsic risk profiles, according
to global rating agency Fitch.
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Sensex, Nifty
edge lower in
choppy trade

PNSn MUMBAI

Benchmark Sensex and Nifty
closed marginally down in
choppy trade on Tuesday,
extending losses for a third
straight day as investors
remained cautious ahead of
the release of minutes of the
Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) meet-

5 ing.
The BSE Sensex edged

f down 18.82 points or 0.03 per

cent to settle at 60,672.72 as

17 of its constituents declined
while 13 advanced. During
the day, it hit a low of
60,583.72 and a high of

nearly 60 basis points belowcent, FY22: 71 per cent) also sup- Banks have reasonable toler- 60,976.59.

Fitch's FY23 estimate. ports banks' ability to withstandance to absorb pressure frol

Increased write-offs have beefnisks, although private banks areredit costs and margin normal
a key factor, but higher loansignificantly better placed thanisation, without affecting FY2
growth, supported by lower slip-state banks due to their lowerprofitability forecasts.

The NSE Nifty slipped
17.90 points or 0.1 per cent to

end at 17,826.70 with 30 of its

scrips ending in the red.

PNSn NEW DELHI

wheat and wheat flour.

(atta).
According to an official

Govt to offload addl 20L tonwgBeat in vegetative phase
of wheat in open market

The Centre on Tuesdaywheat products.
announced it will offload an
additional 20 lakh tonnes ofin the open market was taken
wheat in the open market toby a group of ministers,

bring down the prices of sources said. "So far, 50 lakh

On January 25, the Centreof wheat have been decided
had announced sale of 3Go be offloaded under the
lakh tonnes of wheat in theOMSS. The reduction in
open market from its buffer reserve price along with addi-
stock to check rise in pricegional offloading of 20 lakh
of wheat and wheat flourtonnes of wheat will collec-

statement, the governmentproducts for consumers," the
has decided that state-ownedtatement said.

In
MP, Punjab and Haryana

main development phases,
namely the vegetative phase
in which leafs and tillers are
developed; the reproductive
phase, and the grain fill stage.

The wheat crop normally
enters the grain fill stage in
March and any unusual rise in
temperature could cause yield
damage.

Wheat is the main rabi
Wheat crop has reached thecrop, the harvesting of which
maximum vegetative stage inwill begin from end of next
Madhya Pradesh, parts ofmonth. The government has
Punjab and Haryana, accord-projected a record wheat out-
ing to the Mahalanobis put of 112.18 million tonnes
National Crop Forecast Centrein the 2022-23 crop year
(MNCFC). Whereas in east-(July-June).
ern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, The government has set up
wheat crop is yet to reach thea committee to monitor
maximum vegetative phasempact of rise in temperature
due to delay in sowing, it saidon the wheat crop in order to
in its latest report. avoid the repeat of last year

The life cycle of a wheatwhen the output had declined
plant is divided into three due to heatwave.

Food Corporation of India
(FCI) will offload an addi-
tional quantity of 20 lakh
tonnes of wheat in open
market under the Open
Market Sale Scheme (OMSS).
The stocks will be for sale
through e-auction to flour
mills/private traders/bulk
buyers/manufactures of = PNSh NEW DELHI

The proposal to sell stocks

tonnes (30+20 lakh tonnes)

tively help in reducing mar-
ket price of wheat and wheat

SpiceJet board to consider func

PNSn NEW DELHI

SpiceJet on Tuesday said i
board will meet on Friday to
consider options to raise funds
as well as to convert certain
outstanding liabilities into
equity shares of the company.
The no-frills airline, which
has been grappling with mul-
tiple headwinds, including
legal woes, is looking to raiséng to a filing to the BSE.  told shareholders that the com
fresh capital through issuance Both plans will be taken uppany is engaged with inves
of eligible securities to quali-by the board of directors dur- ment bankers to raise up t
fied institutional buyers. ing its meeting scheduled forUSD 200 million in order to
Besides, the carrier plans td-ebruary 24. achieve its future plans.
issue equity shares on prefer- Specific details about the He had also said the increa
ential basis consequent uporproposals could not be imme-in the Emergency Credit Line
conversion of outstanding lia- diately ascertained. Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)
bilities into equity shares of the In December last year,Rs 1,500 crore will go a lon
company, subject to applicableSpiceJet Chairman andway in providing the much-
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at state leve

PNSn NEW DELHI

Mobile operators' body COAI
on Tuesday said that secto
regulator's instructions to tel-
cos to report call drop data
al administrative and execu
tion "difficulties” on ground,
and that reporting should
Service Area) level.

Authority of India (Trai), last

consumer complaints.

regulatory approvals, accord-Managing Director Ajay Singh needed stability to the sector.

The industry association

(Brvacing call drop data
| difficult’

even state-wise entails seve

continue at LSA (Licensed
The Telecom Regulatoryurged Trai to "reconsider” the

week at a review meetingwise reporting, SP Kochhat,
e asked telecom operators tdirector General, COAI
report call drop data at state(Cellular Operators' Association
to level too, amid rising instance<of India), told reporters.

g of service quality issues and COAIl's members includ-

The Telecom Regulato
Authority of India (Trai)
week at a review meeti
asked telecom operato
report call drop data at
level too, amid rising in
of service quality issue
consumer complaints

D

COAI on Tuesday said it ha

move and continue with LSA-

ing Reliance Jio, Bharti Airte
and Vodafone Idea.

Rishabh Instruments gets
Sebiss go-ahead to float [PO

PNSn NEW DELHI

In Sebi's parlance, its obser-
vation implies its go ahead to
launch initial share-sale.

Going by the draft papers,

Rishabh Instruments, a glob-
al energy efficiency solution
company, has received capital the firm may explore a pre-
arkets regulator Sebi's nod t IPO placement aggregating to
mop-up funds through an ini- Narendra Goliya will offload Rs 15 crore. If such a place-
tial public offering (IPO). 25 lakh equity shares,mentis undertaken, the size of
The IPO comprises a fresiNarendra Rishabh Goliyathe fresh issue will be reduced.
issue of equity shares aggregatHUF) will sell 5.17 lakh Proceeds from the issue
ing up to Rs 75 crore and arshares, Rishabh Narendravorth Rs 59.50 crore will be
offer for sale (OFS) for up toGoliya will dispose of 4 lakhutilised towards financing the
94.17 lakh equity shares by itshares and SACEF Holdings Iexpansion of its manufacturing
promoter group shareholderswill sell 60 lakh equity sharedacility in Nashik and for gen-
and an existing investor,in the company. eral corporate purposes.
according to its draft red her- The company, which had The Nashik-based firm is
ring prospectus (DRHP). filed draft papers with the focused on electrical automa-
Under the OFS, AshaSecurities and Exchange Boartion, metering and measure-
of India (Sebi) in Decemberment, precision engineered

2022, obtained its observaproducts with diverse applica-
letter on February 17,tions across industries, includ-

44% people want to move Into New home In NEXt 2 YIS st e e

m 70% millennials plan to buy instead of rent: CBRE surve

PNSn NEW DELHI

people, of which 1,500 were "Gen Z led the preferencereversal of the trend in our 2016

from India across age groups towards moving to a new homesurvey.

Nearly 45 per cent of Indian- Gen Z (Age 18-25), Latein the nexttwo years, compared "Our 2016 survey indicated
respondents plan to move intoMillennials (Age 26-33), Earlyto only 29 per cent of babythat millennials were the gen-
a new home over the next twdMlillennials (Age 34-41), Gen Xboomers. This indicates that theeration rent - 68 per cent of our

years and most of them, includ{Age 42-57) and Baby Boomergounger generation will pri- respondents at that time not liv-

ing millennials, want to pur- (Age 58+).
chase residential properties The survey found that demand,” CBRE said.

marily drive upcoming housing ing with their parents had cho-

sen to rent. However, in a com

instead of renting, according torespondents display a stronger As per the report, 72 per cenplete reversal of trend, almos

a survey.

intention to move to a new of respondents planning to70 per cent of both early and

Based on the survey, properhome in the next two years (44move in the next two yearslate millennials would prefer to
ty consultant CBRE India per cent as against 31 per centould prefer to buy a housepurchase when planning to

released a report ‘Voices fromn the previous two years).than rent one.
India: How will people live, This is significantly higher

al survey was more than 20,00€espondents.

relocate," the consultant said.

Across different age groups, Except for Gen X, all other
work and shop in the future?'.when compared to both glob-CBRE noted that around 70 peigenerations displayed a higheplayed a slightly stronger pref-Magazine, Chairman & CEQ

The sample size of the global and Asia Pacific (APAC)cent of millennials now prefer preference for locations nearerence for remote locationsindia, South-East Asia, Midd
to buy over rent, a completethe city centres. Gen X dis-and a greater desire to move t&ast & Africa, CBRE.

y

another country as more exp
rienced professionals seek over-
seas opportunities.

preference to move to anoth
country was the highest i
India (when compared to glok
al or APAC respondents)
CBRE said.

respondents intend to pur
t chase a house, we should

discount the remaining coho
looking for rental accommoda
tion - 40 per cent of Gen

would prefer to rent rathe
than purchase,” said Anshum

e_

he
er
n

In fact, across age groups,

"While a majority of the

not

an
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In an exclusive chat
with The Pioneer,
Hyderabad FC’s
defender Reagan
Singh, who is currently
playing on loan from
Chennaiyin FC,
speaks of his growth in
the game, something
that he misses about
Chennaiyin,
Hyderabad

as a team

and more.

TEJAL SINHA

greatest athletes of all time, once said, «tdon

need the best hairstyle or the best body. Just

give me a ball at my feet and Il show you what
I can doZ This has been something any soccer
enthusiast would relate to, in fact would be their
motto, to be more specific.

No surprise to the fact that the craze of soccer
has been growing tremendously. We are just not
saying it for the sake of saying it. The example for
this was when an explosion of joy was seen all over
when Argentina supporters celebrated the teames
win in the recent world cup. On the other hand,
the ongoing Hero Indian Super League is not just
an example of the craze but also shows how India
too has some amazingly talented players. Why talk
about the rest, when we have our very own
Hyderabad FC that has paved its own path into
the game. The club got the winning trophy in the
previous season of the Indian Super League (ISL)
2021-22. In the ongoing season too, the club has

been ranked second, in the top 5 clubs of the sea-
son.

Hyderabad FC has turned out to be one of
the best and toughest teams that has been con-
stantly growing in their game. Ahead of the
ongoing season, Hyderabad FC had signed the

31-year-old Manipur-born defender, Keisham
Reagan Singh on loan from Chennaiyin FC.
Born in Manipur, Reagan is a robust defend-
er, who gives it his all every time he is on the
field. He started his professional career in
Shillong with Royal Wahingdoh and has since
moved to NorthEast United and Chennaiyin FC,

Lionel Messi, the soccer legend among the

Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/
dailypioneer

Wednesday

February 22, 2023

amassing over 100 ISL appearances atfigision I-League and after working hard for twgoing to a new team is definitely not a piece fam on the field is that we are very compg

close to 50 I-League appearances in lyisars, we managed to qualify for the | Leaguesake. Theress a lot that changes not only for tivaich makes it hard for teams to break us. We (&
joined the ISL later, where the standard was higieam but also the player. Reagan who had eaal$-a team and are a family off the field, whic
As it is definitely a proud er and it helped me learn from the best coachesplayed for Chennayin, and now playing asaastrong point for this clubz
moment for the City of Nizamsein the country, and helped me improve every sintefender for Hyderabad, on loan from Indian The Spanish professional football manag
Super League club Chennaiyin, we asked, whatianolo Marquez has been coaching Hyderal
In sports, one thing that is always unexpectemething that he misses about the team? To tRi§ since 2020. Speaking of the Spainard
The Pioneagot the opportuni- is you never know which team wins. We have seem says, ¢l played in Chennai for two years aedthused, *Everyone knows he is a really g
ty to interact with Reagan,several matches where initially some teams do plegs a regular in the first team, as | learned a émtach. He gives confidence to every player in
who opens up about hisreally well but then the opposite team makes it beird improved as a player. | do have some ensguad, especially the youngsters as he helps
growth in the game, some-ter. However, the team gets acknowledged for pléipnal attachment with the club but at thework and improve on the skills and techniqueg
thing that he misses abouting well. So, is winning important or playing welnoment | play for Hyderabad FC and | am onlgvery playerZ
Chennaiyin, Hyderabad asin the match? He says <For me, playing well istasking about our season hereZ
important as winning but in football, three What we know of late about the Hyderabad long way to the world cup, he says, ¢In my o
To start with, Reagan points is all that matters and that is what we foctesam is that theysre not gonna let go of the wiion, if the youngsters in the country continue
ners crown so easily. Having been a part of thky, and impress in the ISL and the I-Leagug
with RWFC in the second Playing with a team for quite a while, and theclub, he says, eI think the biggest strength of thisnot long before we can compete for thatZ

career.

mark in the history of the game,

a team and more.

as the home club is making itgyle dayZ

says, °l started my careemon for every gameZ

Copiing Up emofionel

Ler
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otional pain can
be as present and
verwhelming as

physical pain. The over-
whelming nature of emo-
tional distress can disrupt
your daily life. A person

may feel emotional pain

due to various factors, such as

WItiN

grief, loss, stress, trauma, or toxic relationships.
Suppressing emotional pain can negatively
affect your health, even as these experiences can

empower you and teach you valuable life
lessons. Any form of suppression can also affect

your success and happiness.

A few other things may also lead to emotion-
al pain, such as anger issues, no motivation to
do tasks, fatigue, less time with family and
friends, trouble eating, and feeling helpless,
guilt-ridden, or hopeless. You must devise a

strategy to handle emotional pain.

Dr. Shahid Shafi, Consultant Internal
Medicine, Ujala Cygnus Group of Hospitals

When you pen

down your emo-

tions, you will

reflect on your mis-
takes, analyze things, and
learn to change them.This exercise
can help overcome your emotional
pain.

Spend time doing something
you enjoy

shares some ideal ways to cope with emotion-In order toovercome your past ghosts or trau-

al pain:

Be active- Indulge in some physical
activity

As they teach in the Army,No matter what,

you need to get up and get moving. This is a
valuable lesson as life is always tough. It is bet-
ter to move your body through activities that
interest you, even if your emotional pain may
devour you. You can try a new sport or activ-
ity like hiking, yoga, or biking. These activities
are great options to fill your time and they can

also make you feel good.

Write down your emotions- Maintain
a journal or personal diary

Not many people know it, but writing down

mas, you can try something productive. This

will also help you overcome lifess chal-
lenges and obstacles. For instance,
some people manage their Post-trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) after
trauma by punching a heavy bag. It
may seem weird, but this helps
them to let go of the extreme tension
inside them.In fact, it is an effective
way to deal with severe emotional pain.
If your emotional pain is less
intense, you can try a new hobby,
focus on your career, or do things you
enjoy.

Take care of your anxiety or
depression

your emotions can give you a sense of freedomEmotional pain may trigger anxiety and

Q

o
c,

depres-

sion. To
cope with
these feel-
ings, you can
indulge in
relaxation or
physical exercis-

es, and yoga.
Stress management
and cognitive

restructuring are also

some of the best methods

for the ideal relaxation of

the body and mind. Letting
your muscles relax and deepen-
ing your breathing can reduce
emotional way in a scientific

way.

Volunteering

Service through volunteering is
another ideal way to beat nega-
tive feelings. Volunteering helps
in boosting your self-confidence
and a sense of purpose. It can also
be an ideal way to cope with emo-
tional pain.Besides helping you
with learning new skills, it will
also form or strengthen your
community ties, and enable you
to gain new experiences.

It is very important to cope
with emotional pain as it can
cause serious harm to your
lifestyle. You can also seek coun-
sel from a therapist to deal with
emotional pain. There should be
no hesitation or shyness in seek-
ing medical help as you would
definitely need therapy if you
experience mental health or emo-
tional issues that interfere with
your daily life.

In a nutshell, talking about whether there is s

Shikha Talsania: | try to

Guarding Hyderabad FC with athletic adroitnes

understand the universe t
director Is trying to create

SHIKHA DUGGAL

fter impressing fans with
Aroles in films likeVeere

Di Wedding, Wake Up
Sid, Sanaaand more, Shikha
Talsania has once again wooed
us all with her recent teleplay
calledYeh shaadi nahi ho sakti.
While we recently sat to talk to
her about the film, we also
took the opportunity to ask her
about her thoughts on marriage.

During our exclusive conver-

sation with the actress, we asked
her if she was excited and await-
ing a digital release. To this, the

stints in films lik&/eere di
Wedding, Wake Up Sidnd
Sanaaspeaks td'he Pioneepn

Shikha Talsania, known for her

the current streaming landscape,
qualities that make her stand out
amongst the other cast,

B sy oy evolid experiencing new shades of human

now there are so many interest-
ing stories that are being told
and so many more opportuni-
ties and avenues for artists and
creators to explore themselvesZ

She continued, *Everyone is
just perfect for the parts they are
playing, | would assume.
Whoever is saying that | would
be the eperfect fitZ for a role,
would be in the best position to
answer why. As far as | am con-
cerned, once | am on board for
a project, | try my best to
understand the universe the
director is trying to create. |
learn my lines and try to have
as much fun as possible with my
character and the sceneZ

Talking about experiencing
new shades of human experi-
ence, Shikha Talsania said,
*Being directed again by Akarsh
after eons were just euphoric.
Working again with friends
who | have known for over a
decade was heartwarming. And
channeling nineties Bollywood?
Totally nostalgic! Any gaps
taken are not voluntary. Thates
just the nature of the beast
which is the industry. You grow
and change and evolve every day
and every experience teaches
you something new. Post lock-
down, | have to say that | have
become far more selfish about
what and who my_time and
energy is spent onZ

experience, and more.
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Bhavani Kedia from
Upperpally becomes
the “First TS Girl” to win
gold in National Deaf

Senior Sport
Championship, that was
| Manju Agarwal, BK.Mangala and AJEE held in Indore on
_ Kavita Jain _ St et February 15 to February
Actress Sana, along with socialties Rhea k / K / 19. A felicitation function
Kashish, Meghana, and Payal, among thef§ / \ / \ was organised to greet
graced the birthday bash of Manju Agarwa the national champ at
held at Aqua-The ParkSomajiguda. Elaichi hotel, Minister
Road in Secunderabad.
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2 Luxury wedding
g destination
2 store Lagnam
- studio opened
its store beside
Telangana
State Police
Twin Towers in
Banjara Hills.
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FUN
ARCHIE CALVIN AND HOBBES

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK SPEED BUMP CROSSWORD

Yesterdayes solution

GINGER MEGGS

Rules

I Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

I The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.
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tollywood

Sasidhar Chavalli: Family
and youth audiences will
relate tdr. King

AMARTYA SMARAN

and | thought itd be easy to work with him.
The first 30 minutes or so, the audience
r. King which is going to beis going to look at the film thinking
I\/I released on February 24, is abotiheress someone new, but once the
a man who goes out of his way tpace sets in, theyell watch the
safeguard his self-respect. Director Sasidifdm Z explained Sasidhar speak-
Chavali, in his recent interaction with theng of his casting choice.
media, touted the film as a youthful fam- It was clear from the inter-
ily entertainer. action that Sasidhar strate-
The film stars Sharan Kumargically made this film to
(Vijayanirmalas grandson and son of actowoo a certain demo-
Nareshes cousin Rajkumar), Yashvikgraphic. <Family and
Nishkala, and Urvi Singh in the leadingyouth audiences will
roles. The film is produced by B.N.Rao atlate to this filmZ said
the Hanvika Creation Banner and the musi8asidhar.
is scored by Mani Sharma. Not just that, he went
Sasidhar Chavali started out in the filnon to confidently say
industry as an assistant director for a filnthat the audience would
titted Naa Ishtani2012). Later, he workedhoot for some of the
in the editing department for S.Sscenes inthe second half,
Rajamouliss magnum opuBahubali: The eIn the second half, there
Beginning.He had also worked withare scenes that will make
Virinchi Varma, who directelajnu(2016). the youth whistle and cheer.
Now, with all that impressive body of workVennala Kishoress comedy is
hess ready to test his luck win. King. hilarious. There has been an
Whats the story all about? «This is aboetxcellent response from the
the journey of a boy with good charactescreenings so farZ
Hess not capable of making mistakes and heThere are a handful of producers
stands up for what he believes/Z informeuho really care about the output of a
the debutant. film. The ones who genuinely feel that a

The director likens the protagonistes chaistory can create an impact push the enve-

acteristics to that of Kamal Haasan fronope and help directors achieve their
Aakali Rajyambut he also says that thevision. We wouldnet have thigahubalior
character is not as loud. However, he wettte RRRor Vikram if producers just made
ahead and let us in avr. Kingescharac- films to make cash-in on somebodyss
ter, Hess the kind of a guy whoss not budream of telling a good story. The peo-
dened by situations around him... likple who backed these films deeply
Pawan Kalyan Garu idalsa Also, how cared about the product as much as
would it be if there is such a character ithe creators. Thus, it is absolutely
DDLJsslove story? Hees someone witlessential to have the backing of a dar-
great goals in life and works on creatingiag producer who is willing to go the
pollution-free aircraft. The one who has axtra mile and Sasidhar has been lucky
good personality is a king and thates the jutiat way.
tification ld give for why we named the <Producer B.N.Rao Garu provided
film, Mr. KingZ everything needed for the film without
Casting a new face always poses a clampromisingZ stated the Mr. King
lenge. There are many directors like Shekdirector adding, eProducer BN Rao

Kammula, Teja, Ravi Babu, RGV(Rartiked the story very much. There are also

Gopal Varma), and Tharun Bhascker, whtather-daughter emotions. The climax

prefer working with newbies. Not becaus®uches everyone. | have not seen whetHehave a

they think ites cool to cast new faces biitis a small movie or a big movie. B.N. Rdew stories with
because it makes more sense to the wofldru helped me realise my idea and makeuthful mass
elements ready.
capper here is that theress no pressure ofCiting his influences, Sasidhar ended, K. will talk about
catering to the fans of a certain stakishwanath Garu, Mani Ratnam Garu, anthem after Mr.

*Sharan Kumar just seemed apt for the paifrivikram Garu have influenced me a lotKing releasesZ

that they had meticulously created. Tha good filmZ

Swathi Muthyam
editor GG Krishng
Rao passes away

been going through a really tougtBapu garu, Jandhyala garu, and many mo

time. To mention, not for the films but  Krishna Rao garu was especially close
off late, the industry has lost several gerpsoduction houses like Poornodaya an
recently. The industry has still not got ouvijaya Madhavi Productions, creating cin
of the news of the unfortunate demise afmatic magic that left audiences spellbou
Nandamuri Tarakaratna, on Tuesday mornSome of his most memorable works includ
ing the industry got the news of renownethe classicsSankarabharanam, Sagarj
film editor GG Krishna Rao passing awagangamam, Swathimuthyam, SubhaleK
in Bengaluru. Bobbilipuli, Sardarpaparayudu,

Krishna Rao garues contribution to theSutradharulu, Seethamaalakshm

world of cinema is immeasurable. He lerruthilayalu, Muddhamandaram, Nalug
his creative genius to over 200 filmsStambalata, Sirivennela, Subhasankalpa
working with some of the greatest directorSwarabhishekanandSri Rama Rajyanto
of our time, including the likes of Dasarname just a few!

Looks like the Telugu film industry hasNarayana Rao garu, K Viswanath gar

Hess a new face and doesnet have any image

directorial debut with
the upcoming film Mr.

interaction with the media,
the debutant shares

some interesting

insights about

the film.

Chavali is all set

Sasidhar

Hindi remake of SS
Rajamoul'€hatrapa
all set for its release

The official Hindi remake of without any official identity.

to make his

King. In a recent

SS Rajamouli@hatrapathi ~ The Hindi remake directed by

is all set for its nationwide VV Vinayak starring Sreenivas
release. The film produced byBellamkonda, that has been
Dr Jayantilal Gada under Permounted on a massive scale and
Studios marks the bigshot extensively on grand sets in
Bollywood debut of SreenivasHyderabad has finally wrapped its
Bellamkonda and wasshoot and is gearing for its

launched by SS Rajamouli imationwide release.
Hyderabad as he inaugurat- While details are under wraps
ed the mahurat of the film. at the moment, itss rumoured that
The Telugu action- the makers will be making a big
drama Chatrapathiwas announcement soon, much to the
filled with emotion and excitement of fans.

took audiences While Sreenivas Bellamkonda
through the exploita- will reprise Prabhase role in the

tion faced by immi- action-drama, the makers have

grants who come kept the identity of the leading
to India from lady under wraps and will
the places far also make that announce-
away and mentin a grand
live manner.

Godfather’s
cinematographer,
Nirav Shah
onboard forAK62

fter Thunivu, star hero Ajith Kumal
Ais currently prepping up for his nex

big movie, tentatively titled\K 62
Magizh Thirumeni is the new director of thi
high-budget film, replacing Vignesh Shiva

The latest buzz is that the noted cinematg
rapher Nirav Shah, whose recent Telu
movie wasGodfather will join the team to
handle the camera. An official announcemsq
will be made very soon. It is worth noti
that this will be Nirav Shahes fourth film wit
the star actor.

It is rumored that Bollywood beaut
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and stylish ac
Arvind Swamy will also be a part of this fli
Produced by Lyca Productions on a mas{
scale, the movie is scheduled to start fil
ing next month. More updates about t
same will be announced soon.

R Narayana Murth$ir joins
the league of great films

Dhanush starreBirwhich was He made a special mention of grand success. He said, ¢l got cq

released on February 17Sumanth and his presence in thgratulatory messages from peop
emerged as a blockbusterfilm. around the world. What surpriseq

The film is produced by Naga Vamsi R Narayana Murthy applauded theme is | got a call from a college in
S. and Sal Soujanya under Sithamudience for makin§ira grand suc- remote village and they applaude
Entertainment in association withcess. He pulled off a quote of Abduhe film. My family members calleg
Fortune Four Cinemas. The film isKkalam and praised Venky Atluri. me and toldSirreally echoed with all
running successfully in Telugu stateblarayana Murthy saidSirjoins the of usZ
and has got unanimous positive talkeague of great films such®&sSir ~ Meanwhile, Samyuktha who pla
from the audience. The cast and crewith Love, Badi Panthul@andSuper the character of Meenaksh
of Sirattended a grand success me80. The audience emoted with theremarked, <People are calling
in Hyderabad. R Narayana Murthyprotagonist and the students and thenadam and the credit to our direg
graced the event as the chief guedilm moved them. | salute Dhanushtor Venky Atluri. This is one film and
Venky Atluri lauded the efforts of for his great performance. He is @haracter thats defining for me
all the people who are behind thgan-India heroZ He praised all théleenakshi is one among you al
scenes obir. He showed a wonder-actorse performance and concludethank you for the acceptance
ful gesture by calling the crew, whdyy saying that «Sire is a film for evergamyuktha had also shared a stg
were also present at the success meetrent and every student. when an anchor previously queg
on stage. Venky spoke highly about Opening his speech withtioned her choice about doing
Tanikella Bharani and the way hé&urubhyo Namahaa, Saikumareacher character i®ir. *Now he
brought positive energy to the setgraised the audience for making Simight be lauding my choiceZ

Harish Shankar launched the trailer of Naveen
Neni’s |

he film titledRichi Gadi Pelis being made under the banner of
I KS Film Works and the shooting of this film has recently been
completed and is ready for release. The film is directed by KS
Hemraj and stars Naveen Neni and Praneetha Patnaik in the lead roles.
Harish Shankar recently launched the trailer of this movie. Looking
at the released trailer, it is understood that this movie is based on the
small games played on the tables as a child. The story of this movie is
about how their lives turned around because of that little game.
Director K YS HemrajRichi Gadi Pells a story that mirrors human
relationships. He said, *We have designed to have variation in every
character. It has already been said. The film team designed the trailer
in the same way. This trailer is getting good responses. Soon this movie
will be ready for releasezZ
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sport

TENNIS IS VERY IMPORTANT BUHAINK

had a wrist injury and that wasthe strongest?
it. So, you had to just deal with  "The weakest | felt was when

PTIin DUBAI pared to lose matches, did the
defeats affect Sania? "No, they
ennis is and will remain a sig-affected me. But | knew | could
nificant aspect of Saniatry again next week. They affect-
Mirza's life but the legendaryed me in the moment, some
player says that not treating thalefeats more than the others. But
sport as the be-all and end-all always knew that was not the
gave her the freedom to unleaskend of the world. It was just los-
her aggressive game every timag a tennis match."”
she stepped on court.

Sania, who is bidding adieuTHE GIFT OF FOREHAND
to the game, says she never had The Indian ripped forehands
the fear of losing in her heartfrom impossible-looking angles,
because it makes a player defea-game style that brought much
sive. The 36-year-old conjured upsuccess in her almost two-decade

wins against one the best playellsng career in which she won
of her era , then US Open three women's doubles Grand
champion Svetlana KuznetsovaSlam trophies and as many
Swiss legend Martina Hingis,mixed doubles titles. So did it
Nadia Petrova, and Flaviacome naturally or she had to
Penneta. work to develop such a shot?
Although she lost her singles "I think it was a bit of both.
matches to the legends of théthink | was gifted with the tim-
game ,, Serena Williams and ing. | was gifted with the way |
Venus Williams ,, she put up a struck the ball. But | think there
decent fight when she was pittedvas a lot of work that went into
against the American sisters. my grip. There was a lot of effort
"What made me that aggresthat went in to bringing variation
sive and that mindset was ofnto the shot.
actually not having the fear of los-  "That was just repetition,
ing," Sania said. there was a lot of work that went
"For me, tennis was alwaysnto making the shot deceptive,
and is always going to be a veryyhere people are not able to read
very large and big and importantit. | think it was a mix of both.
part of my life, but it is not my Repetitions, | think that is what
entire life. And that is the mind- | can tell you and working differ-
set | went with, even as a youngnt angles of the court.
girl and as a professional athlete.
The worst that can happen is that.. RESULTED IN INJURY
you can lose a tennis match and  Sania began with a western
then come back and try again. grip but, on the advise of coach-
"So, the fear of losing was nags, she modified it to a semi-west-
there. And | think a lot of peo- ern grip. It was the 'Indian’ wrist
ple become defensive becaughat allowed her to create those
they have the fear of losing. Theyough angles. But was it also a
think 'oh if we push the ball orreason for her getting a career-
put the ball inside the court,threatening wrist injury which
maybe we won't lose'. But, in thdater forced her to quit singles?
long run, that doesn't work to "I actually don't know. |
become a top athlete.” mean the thing is | have a very
hyper-mobile joint structure. So,
IT'S JUST LOSING A I don't know if the injury would
TENNIS MATCH have happened with the western
As an athlete you work to getgrip also, if it would not have
as many wins under your belt abhappened with the continental
possible and such a risky stylgrip.
would not let you do that. "l can't really get into a
Since she was always preiypothetical situation. | mean |

it"

| had a really bad wrist injury

But there is also a view thatluring the 2008 Olympics. |

she chose the easy route by qu
ting singles.

"I don't react to it, | don't
really care what people say."

| DON'T CARE...

itvould say that probably was the
time when | went through a lot
of mental health issues, when |
had depression.

"Being at the peak of my
career not knowing if | would be

The doubles format is con-able to play again or if | would
sidered by many a side show ase able to comb my hair. | would

against the singles, which tests aly | had where | felt very weak.
aspects of your game -- fitness, "And where | felt the
movement, ground-strokes,strongest, | would say there were

stamina and mental fortitude.

many times where | felt very

In the fast-paced doubles, thestrong, but probably the most
reflexes and reactions becom@vincible was during the middle

much more important as you
cover just half the court.

of 2014-end till the middle of
2016. Those almost two years of

Sania said her singles successy playing life were incredible.

gets overshadowed because
her doubles exploits.
"I got a lot of respect

of "There are not many athletes
who get to go on the court and
feel like you are not going to lose

(because of doubles). | am verg tennis match, or any match.

grateful for that. | had a great sin
gles career.

- "You feel like you are step-
ping on the court and you've

"I was not number one butalmost half won the match just

| was top-30 which has not hap

by stepping on the court. That

pened from our side of thewas the feeling that used to hap-
world in a very long time. Neverpen when Martina (Hingis) and

happened for women and eve

nl were stepping on the court for

for men, the last person was Vijaghat period of time."

(Amritraj) or Ramesh

They won the Wimbledon

(Krishnan), it was a long haul, wg2015), US Open (2015) and the
had someone playing as top-3@ustralian Open (2016) in an
singles player and | had goodncredible run.

success.
"Then | moved on to the

THE MISSED OLYMPIC

doubles because my body wasIEDAL
not able to take it after three sur-  Sania has medals from many

geries and it was a right cal

Imulti-sport big-ticket events like

Being number one in the worldthe CWG and the Asian Games
at whatever you do is amazingbut an Olympic medal eluded

"It does not really matter

her. She came closest in 2016,

what people say. It (successyhen she and Rohan Bopanna
looks much more in doublescompeted in the bronze play-off,

because | was number one i

mut lost to the Czech pair of

doubles. In the fraternity there isRadek Stepanek and Lucie

lot of respect for each other."

Hradceka.
"I am very content with

THE MOST VULNERABLE what | have achieved. To repre-

WEAKEST AND THE
STRONGEST

sent India in four Olympics has
been so so amazing. If | could

She is combative by naturehave one moment back it would
but there would be moments, likebe that bronze medal match, or

in any athlete's life, where you fe

¢he match before that, when we

vulnerable. When did Sania feeplayed the semifinals.”

APn LIVERPOOL

Liverpool as a club."

Liverpool owner Henry denies club Is for sale

Champions League and lifting the club's f
Premier League crown for 30 years in 2(

Forbes now values Liverpool at arou
$4.45 billion.

However, FSG have been criticised
fans for a lack of investment in new play|
this season.

Liverpool sit eighth in the Premig
League, 19 points adrift of leaders Arse
and are already out of both domestic @
competitions.

Despite that slump in form, manag
Jurgen Klopp has publicly backed the clu
owners.

"We are here in a good position. | kng
that sounds strange because we didn't
our best football but in general we are in g

Liverpool owner John Henry has denied
the English giants are up for sale despite
seeking fresh investment in the club.
Henry's Fenway Sports Group (FSG) said
in November it would "consider new share-
holders if it was in the best interests of

That sparked speculation that the 19-
time English champions were on the market
alongside rivals Manchester United.

"I know there has been a lot of conver-
sation and quotes about LFC (Liverpool
Football Club), but I keep to the facts," Henry

Thiem loses at Rio Ofggsiis ™

merdly formalized an ongoing
process. Will we be in England forever? No.

fal I i n to 1— 2 i n 202 Q' Are we selling LFC? No. Are we talking with
g J investors about LFC? Yes.

APn RIO DE JANEIRO

"Will something happen there? | believe
Open in 2017, dropped the firstso, but it won't be a sale. Have we sold any-

set against the 83rd-rankedhing in the past 20-plus years?"
ominic Thiem is once again Monteiro in 27 minutes, with the FSG ,, who also own baseball giants the
fighting through his match- Austrian making a series @fBoston Red Sox ,, paid £300 million ($361

es and enjoying himself, but conunforced errors.

million) for Liverpool 13 years ago, after fel-

fidence is admittedly still lack- ~ Thiem righted himself i low Americans Tom Hicks and George Gillett
ing for the 29-year-old. the second set, relying on higeft the club on the brink of administration.
Thiem lost in the first round forehand and his patience onthe  Under their ownership, Liverpool have
of the Rio Open on Monday, baseline. After a back-and-forthbeen restored to the top of the English and
falling to Thiago Monteiro 6-1, third set, the Brazilian won theEuropean game , winning the 2019

3-6, 7-6 (2). tiebreaker comfortably to close

hands," said Klopp last month.

"So we don't get crazy or whatever.
really know about the responsibility we ha
and we really try absolutely everything to
to bring us back on track and not worry t
much."”

Manchester United are expected
fetch a world record price for a football cl
should a sale of the Red Devils be comy
ed in the coming months.

British billionaire Jim Ratcliffe an
Qatari banker Sheikh Jassim Bin Hamad
Thani have publicly revealed their interest
United with bids expected to reach arou
$6 billion.

The former world No. 3 and out the 2-hour, 46-minute
2020 US Open champion, whamatch.

came in ranked at No. 96 after <l was never injured before.GabrieI reca”ed for hIS fIrSt WI ODIS Slnce 2019

battling right wrist and abdom- | didn't know how long it would
inal injuries, fell to 1-2 on the take. It is taking as long as|iAPn ST JOHN'S
year. He missed the Australiartakes. | am not stressing ouytZ

He has a chance to make an early
claim on making the squad for the

Open and got his first win lastThiem said. I have the feeling[—ast bowler Shannon Gabriel couldMorld Cup at the end of the year in
week at Buenos Aires, Argent was defining myself way tqol play his first ODIs for the WestIndia.
tina. long with results. It is very un- Indies since the 2019 Cricket World ~ West Indies' pool of pacemen

°| was not convinced healthy, especially mentally, if ICup.

was low, as Jayden Seales remained

enough. It is a so-so leg of condefine myself only with result§Z  He was picked on Monday forunavailable after knee surgery and
fidence. A leg of one match this  Monteiro will next facg three ODIs in South Africa nextAnderson Phillip was back training
yearZ Thiem said. Today was either second-seeded Cameromonth. He's already in the republidout not yet match-fit. Obed McCoy
little bit better than | did in Norrie or Juan Manuel Cerur}- for the two-Test series starting nextvas in the T20 squad subject to a

Buenos Aires. But still when Idolo in the clay-court tournat week.
step in it is too many mistakesment.

medical clearance.

Gabiriel earned the ODl recallfor  The ODIs from March 16-21

I need to find the right timing Defending champion and his performances for Trinidad andand the T20s from March 25-28 will
again, find myself closer at thesecond-ranked Carlos Alcarazlobago in the domestic Super50 Cupnark the first series for new white-
baseline againZ faces Mateus Alves in the firstvhere he took 15 wickets in sevehall captains Shai Hope and Rovman

Thiem, who won the Rio round on Tuesday.

matches at an average of 14.2.  Powell.

West Indies (ODI): Shai Hope
(captain), Shamarh Brooks, Yanr
Cariah, Keacy Carty, Roston Cha
Shannon Gabriel, Jason Hold
Akeal Hosein, Alzarri Josep
Brandon King, Kyle Mayers, Nichol
Pooran, Rovman Powell, Romal
Shepherd, Odean Smith.

West Indies (T20): Rovman

Dani Alves
must remain
'n custody
"= court

r
nalPn BARCELONA
up

rI:t)rmer Barcelona and Brazil
erl - star Dani Alves will remain
ks custody pending his trial for
allegedly raping a woman as he
Vvis considered a high flight risk,
plde Provincial Court of Bar-
apklona decided on Tuesday.

"There is an elevated risk of

Méabsconding, linked on the one
Vvieand to the high sentence that
trgould be imposed because of the
bgresent case, the serious evid-
ence of criminality against him
tand large financial resources that
ulvould allow him to leave Spain
let-any time," the court said in a
statement.
i The court believe taking the
AB-year-old's passport would
inot prevent him from leaving
n&pain "by air or sea or even by
land without documentation."

If he were to return to
Brazil, his homeland, the court
believe he would not be hand-
ed over to Spain as the South
American country does not
usually extradite its citizens.

idhe public prosecutor's office
sepposed his release.
er, On January 2, a young wo-
n,man alleged that Alves had ra-
ed her in the bathroom of a
ianightclub in Barcelona at the end
of December. The player, who
initially denied knowing her,

Powell (captain), Shamarh Brooksghanged his story several times
Yannic Cariah, Johnson Charleshut later said they had consen-

Sheldon Caottrell, Jason Holder, Ak

adual relations, according to sour-

Hosein, Alzarri Joseph, Brandarces close to the case. Alves is on

King, Kyle Mayers, Obed McCayirial for the alleged crime of sex-
Nicholas Pooran, Raymon Reif¢nal assault,, which in the Spa-
Romario Shepherd, Odean Smith. nish penal code includes rape.

India to play two friendlies vs QatarDmitry Dmitrukas appointed foreign coach of Indian boxing te

PTIn NEW DELHI

ndia will play two friendly matches against Qatar
on February 27 and 28 as part of their prepa-
rations for the AFC U-17 Asian Cup.

The Bibiano Fernandes-coached Indian colts
qualified for the AFC U-17 Asian Cup last year
and have been training in Goa since November.

The Blue Colts also played friendly matches
with UAE U-20 and Uzbekistan U-17 last month.

THE SQUAD

GoalkeepersSahil, Julfikar Gazi, Tajamul Islam.
Defenders:Ricky Meetei Haobam, Surajkumar

Singh Ngangbam, Manjot Singh Dhami, Mukul
Panwar, Malemngamba Singh Thokchom,
Pramveer.

Midfielders: Vanlalpeka Guite, Danny Meitei
Laishram, Gurnaj Singh Grewal, Ashish, KoroGaonkar.

PTIn NEW DELHI continue to achieve similar glory in
prestigious tournaments together,"
he Boxing Federation of India (BFI)Dmitruk was quoted as saying in a media
on Tuesday roped in renowned coaclelease.
Dmitry Dmitruk as the team's foreign ~ The 47-year-old has played a key role
coach for the next two years. in elevating Ireland's performances and
Dmitruk, who served as the high pernurturing young talent over the course
formance coach of the Irish Athleticof his 12-year stint in the country.
Boxing Association as well as the Irish He has coached notable boxers such
National Junior and Youth Teams for theas Joe Ward to multiple World
last 12 years, will be leading Indian boxchampionships silver medals in 2015 and
ing's men's and women's teams for tH2017 and Grainne Walsh to a bronze at
upcoming elite competitions, includingthe 2019 European Games.
the World Championships. As part of the Irish boxing team's
"India has emerged as a boxingoaching staff, he contributed significant-
powerhouse in recent times and | anly to the qualification of the country's
extremely delighted to get the opportuboxers for the 2016 Rio Olympics.
nity of coaching this talented group of  Speaking on the appointment, BFI
pugilists. President Ajay Singh said: "Dmitruk

Singh Thingujam, Lalpekhlua, Huzafah Ahmaé&orwards:Aman, Thanglalsoun Gangte, Shashivat "With the experience | have garneretias proven coaching credentials

Dar, Faizan Waheed, Akash Tirkey, Prachtanwar, Gogocha Chungkham.

in my career, | am confident that we willvhile working with the Irish Athletic

Boxing Association.

"We have full faith in his abilities to
mentor the talented boxers of our coun-
try. His appointment will certainly bol-
ster our ambition to maximise India's
medal prospects at the Paris Olympics
20247

He takes charge of both men's and
women's teams. India has produced
scintillating displays in recent times at the
World Championships, Commonwealth
Games as well as the Asian Games,
clinching numerous medals to establish
the country's name as a prominent unit
among the top teams.

Dmitruk's training has not only
yielded success for the senior profession-
al boxers but also the youth teams which
is a testament to his wide array of
skillset that will promote the development

of Indian boxing.
HEE EN
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