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For the sixth day in a row,
Parliament was again

adjourned for the day on
Tuesday amid bedlam with the
Opposition demanding a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) probe into the alleged
Adani share manipulation issue
and the ruling party members
seeking Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s apology over his
alleged critical remarks abroad
against democracy in India.

Queering the pitch of its
“Mafi mago” campaign against
Rahul on his alleged “insult” to
Indian democracy  in London,
the BJP on Tuesday compared
the latter with Mir Jafar and
pledged that “come what may”
he will have to offer apology to
the “people of India”. Jafar was
the commander of the Bengal
Army under Nawab Siraj ud-
Daulah but betrayed him dur-
ing the battle of Plassey.

The Lok Sabha, however,
managed to pass a �1.185-

lakh crore Budget for 2023-24
for the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir through the
ruckus.

Parliament will meet again
on Thursday. Wednesday is a
holiday on account of the
Hindu new year.

As soon as the proceedings
started in the Lower House
after the first adjournment in

the morning, members of the
Opposition benches raised the
JPC issue and shouted slogans
like “we want JPC”. 

Speaker Om Birla made
repeated appeals to the protest-
ing MPs to allow the Question
Hour to function, giving the
assurance that everyone will be
given a chance to speak.

Continued on Page 9
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The Indian Army has put in
motion the process for

installation of a green hydrogen
based micro grid power plant
project in the forward areas
along the Northern borders
facing China not connected by
the national or State grid. 

Giving details here on
Tuesday, officials said a mem-
orandum of understanding
(MOU) was signed here
between the Indian Army and
National Thermal Power
Corporation Renewable
Energy Limited (NTPC REL).

The Army is providing
requisite land on lease for 25
years with a commitment to
purchase generated power
through a Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA). The pro-
posed projects — part of the
National Green Hydrogen mis-
sion — will be installed by
NTPC on Build, Own and
Operate (BOO) Models at a
jointly identified location in
Eastern Ladakh.

The project entails setting
up a Solar Power Plant for

hydrolysis of water to produce
Hydrogen, which, during non-
solar hours will provide power
through fuel cells. This will set
the stage for similar projects in
the future and contribute
towards reducing dependence
on fossil fuel-based generator
sets with concomitant abate-
ment of green-house gas emis-
sions.

With this MoU, the Indian
Army has become the first
Government organisation to
enter into an agreement with
the National Thermal Power
Corporation Renewable
Energy Limited with firm plans
to roll out similar projects in
the future.
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Pakistan on Tuesday report-
edly skipped a meeting

under the aegis of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) here after India raised
objection to Pakistan map
incorrectly depicting borders of
Jammu & Kashmir.

The meeting pertained to
military medicine specialists
under the SCO and when India
asked Pakistan to refrain from
showing its map, its delegation
decided not to attend it.

India had reportedly urged
Pakistan not to show the map
or not attend the seminar here,
it was learnt. India has in the
past also raised objections to
Pakistan’s inaccurate maps in
the SCO meetings.

In September, 2020, India
walked out of a virtual meeting

of national security advisers
(NSA) of member-states of the
SCO after the Pakistani repre-
sentative projected a map that
inaccurately depicted the bor-
ders of the two countries.

“At the meeting of the
national security advisers
(NSAs) of member-states of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), hosted
by the chair of the SCO
(Russia), the Pakistani NSA
deliberately projected a ficti-
tious map that Pakistan has
recently been propagating,”
said External Affairs Ministry
had then said.

“This was in blatant disre-
gard to the advisory by the host
against it and in violation of the
norms of the meeting. After
consultation with the host, the
Indian side left the meeting in
protest at that juncture,” it
said.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday suggested the for-

mation of an expert committee
to examine whether death by
hanging is the most suitable
and painless method to imple-
ment the death penalty. 

The bench comprising
Chief Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justice PS Narasimha also
asked Attorney General R
Venkataramani to furnish
details on whether there is any
data or study undertaken
regarding the impact and pain
caused during death by hang-
ing and whether it is the most
suitable method available today.

The judges also said the
Supreme Court can form a
committee to conduct a study
on the matter if the
Government has not under-
taken any study on this.

“Mr AG, come back to us
and we should have better data
before us on the impact of
death by hanging, pain caused
and the period taken for such
death to take place, availabili-
ty of resources to effectuate

such hanging by death. And
whether today’s science sug-
gesting that this is the best
method today or there is anoth-
er method which is more suit-
able to uphold human dignity,”
said the Bench. 

“If Central Government
has not done this study, then we
can form a committee which
can have experts from nation-
al law universities like NLU
Delhi, Bangalore or Hyderabad,
some doctors from AIIMS,
distinguished people across
the country and some scientif-
ic experts,” added the Bench.

The top court was hearing
a petition of advocate Rishi
Malhotra to do away with
death by hanging and to adopt
alternative methods like injec-
tion or electrocution which he
claimed are comparatively
painless. 

Continued on Page 9

�������	
�������
��������	���������
�
����	�
������	����

�����������	�����
��	��
����������������
�����������
�����������
�������
���������������������
���������������������� ���
�������� ��!��"������������
�#����������������������$������
$����%�&��������������"���������
��������������������������������
�����'�����$����� ������������(�
����"�������������������������#
�����%������������������
������� ������)������������
����������!��"�����%

�������	���������� 
�	�!�����������������
��"����#$*�&����	�����&�����
#��������#���������"������
�"������+,���������#������
��$����������������-
���������
���#�������.��- ���
����������������������#����������
������-"��"�������/��������������
��$����"����"%�

�������	

����� ��������	

On a day
w h e n

reports said
fugitive dia-
m a n t a i r e
M e h u l
Choksi was
r e m o v e d
from Red
C o r n e r
Notice database of Interpol, the
CBI on Tuesday said it remains
in active communication with
Commission for Control of
Interpol’s Files (CCF) and other
bodies in global police body
seeking restoration of the RCN
against the fugitive.

“The CBI remains com-
mitted to return of fugitives
and criminals to India to face
process of criminal justice.
Systematic steps have been ini-
tiated in close coordination
with foreign law enforcement
agencies for geo-locating and
return of wanted criminals
and economic offenders. In
the last 15 months, over 30
wanted criminals have returned
to India,” the CBI said.

Continued on Page 9
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The UAPA tribunal on
Tuesday upheld the Central

Government’s decision declar-
ing the Popular Front of India
(PFI) and its seven associated
organisations as unlawful asso-
ciation and imposing a five-
year ban on it. 

Justice Dinesh Kumar
Sharma of the Delhi High
Court, heading the tribunal,
formed under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
pronounced the verdict con-
firming the ban on the PFI and
its related organisations.  On
Sept 27 last year, the Centre had
banned the PFI for five years.

Continued on Page 9
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The Punjab & Haryana High
Court on Tuesday slammed

the Punjab Government over
the “intelligence failure” that
led to pro-Khalistan preacher
giving police the slip. “You
have 80,000 cops. What were
they doing? How did Amritpal
Singh escape?” the High Court
asked Punjab Government. 

The State Government
informed the HC that the strin-
gent National Security Act has
been invoked against Amritpal. 

Police arrested four people
who helped the radical preach-
er on Saturday carry out his
escape as police cars gave chase.

Amritpal switched from
one car to another, changed
clothes at a gurdwara and then
fled along with three other
associates on two motorcy-
cles. About 154 people have
been arrested since police
began its crackdown against
those linked with the preach-
er and “Waris Punjab De”.

Three more people, includ-
ing the preacher’s uncle Harjit
Singh, were brought Tuesday to
the central jail in Assam’s
Dibrugarh. Four others were
sent there on Sunday. The jail
now holds seven men caught
during the operation that began
weeks after Amritpal Singh
and his supporters stormed
the Ajnala police station near
Amritsar on February 23.

According to the affidavit
submitted by police in the the
High Court, a non-bailable

warrant was also issued against
the extremist on Monday.

The detention order
against him under the NSA was
issued by the Amritsar district
magistrate on Saturday, it said.
The tough law allows preven-
tive detention of anyone who
could threaten peace and
national security.

The trigger for police
action was the storming of the
Ajnala police station near
Amritsar by the Amritpal
Singh and his supporters on
February 23 to force the release
of an arrested man.

The HC was hearing the
habeas corpus petition filed by
Imaan Singh Khara that
claimed that Singh was already
in police custody, and sought
his production in court.

Continued on Page 9
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Assuring security to Indian
diplomats and their

premises in the US,
Washington has condemned as
“absolutely unacceptable” the
attack on the Indian Consulate
in San Francisco by alleged
Khalistan supporters during a
protest.

The US State Department
issued a statement indicating
that those behind the act would
be held accountable. “The US
condemns the attack on

Sunday against the Indian
Consulate in San Francisco.
Violence against diplomatic
facilities within the US is a pun-
ishable crime,” it said.

Senior Indian diplomats
have told their American coun-
terparts that they anticipate
more such protests by anti-
national and anti-social ele-
ments in the coming weeks and
months. Security has been
increased at all the Indian
diplomatic missions in the US.

Taking a serious note of the
incident on Sunday, India late
Monday summoned US

Charge d’affaires in New Delhi
to register a protest. The US
was also asked to take appro-
priate measures to prevent the
recurrence of such incidents.

The US official condem-
nation late Monday came after
the protestors on Sunday broke
open the makeshift security
barriers raised by the San
Francisco police and installed
two so-called Khalistan flags
inside the Indian Consulate
premises. Two consulate per-
sonnel soon removed these
flags. 

Continued on Page 9
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An opinion piece in the
influential Wall Street

Journal has described the BJP
as the most important foreign
political party in the world for
America’s national interests
and the “linchpin” of the US
strategy in the Indo-Pacific
amid China’s increasing
assertiveness in the region.

The BJP may also be the
least understood, the opinion
piece written by Walter Russell
Mead, a leading American aca-
demic, commented. He added
that the party combines the
most striking principles of
three major political entities in
the world — the Likud Party of
Israel, the Communist Party of
China and the Muslim
Brotherhood of Egypt.

According to the opinion
piece published on Monday, the
BJP is poorly understood in the
West because it grows out of a
political and cultural history
unfamiliar to most non-
Indians.

The BJP’s electoral domi-
nance reflects the success of a
“once obscure and marginal
social movement of national
renewal based on efforts by
generations of social thinkers
and activists to chart a dis-
tinctively Hindu path to mod-
ernisation”, it says.

“Like the Muslim
Brotherhood, the BJP rejects
many ideas and priorities of
Western liberalism even as it
embraces key features of
modernity. Like the Chinese
Communist Party, the BJP
hopes to lead a nation with

more than a billion people to
become a global superpower,”
Mead writes.

“Like the Likud Party in
Israel, the BJP combines a
basically pro-market econom-

ic stance with populist rhetoric
and traditionalist values, even
as it channels the anger of those
who’ve felt excluded and
despised by a cosmopolitan,
Western-focused cultural and

political elite,” the 70-year-old
academic says.

“After an intensive series of
meetings with senior BJP and
RSS leaders, as well as some of
their critics, I am convinced
that Americans and Westerners
generally need to engage much
more deeply with a complex
and powerful movement,”
Mead says.

From a fringe of mostly
marginalised intellectuals and
religious enthusiasts, the RSS
has become perhaps the most
powerful civil-society organi-
sation in the world, he writes.

Mead also highlights the
importance of stronger ties
between the US and India.

“It’s important because the
BJP — which came to power in
2014, won a second term in
2019, and is headed for a repeat

victory in 2024 — sits secure-
ly at the helm of Indian politics
at a time when India is emerg-
ing both as a leading econom-
ic power and, along with Japan,
as the linchpin of American
strategy in the Indo-Pacific,” he
writes.

“For the foreseeable future,
the BJP will be calling the
shots in a country without
whose help American efforts to
balance rising Chinese power
are likely to fall short,” Mead
writes.

The invitation to engage
with the BJP and RSS is one
that Americans can’t afford to
reject, Mead says.

“As tensions with China
rise, the US needs India as both
an economic and political part-
ner. Understanding the ideol-
ogy and the trajectory of the

Hindu nationalist movement is
as important for business lead-
ers and investors seeking to
engage economically with India
as it is for diplomats and poli-
cymakers wanting to put the
strategic relationship on a sta-
ble footing,” he writes.

The US, India and several
other world powers have been
talking about the need to
ensure a free, open and thriv-
ing Indo-Pacific in the back-
drop of China’s rising military
manoeuvring in the resource-
rich region.

Mead also writes about his
meeting with Yogi Adityanath
— the Chief Minister Uttar
Pradesh — and recalls that the
conversation was about bring-
ing investment and develop-
ment to his State.

Continued on Page 9
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Strong tremors jolted parts
of north India, including

Delhi-NCR, on Tuesday night
as an earthquake of magnitude
6.6 struck the Hindu Kush
region in Afghanistan.

Panic-stricken people
rushed out of buildings as the
earthquake struck around
10.20 pm and was also felt in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Haryana, Punjab and
Rajasthan. 

There was disruption in
mobile services in some parts
of the Jammu region imme-
diately after the earthquake, an
official said.
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This is to notify that Mr. Raj Kumar Singh S/o Late Vijay Pratap Singh

is absolute owner of property situated at Arazi no 71 and 72, purchased
area 02 Biswa 17 Sahi 2/3 door i.e, 3906,875 Sq fts. i.e. 363.092 Sq
mtrs. Situated at Vill. Bharuhana, Tappa 84, Pargana Kantit, Tehsil Sadar,
Distt Mirzapur. Original sale deed no. 5136 registered in the records of
Sub Registrar Sadar, Distt. Mirzapur which is registered on 13.10.1992
at book no 01, Khand no 2449, page no 267 to 270 document no 5136
and Original sale deed no 111 dated 28.01.1995 which is registered in
the records of Sub Registrar Sadar, Distt Mirzapur at book no 01, Khand
no 2523 page no 281/284 document no 111, has been lost away.
Mr. Raj Kumar Singh wants to mortgage this property at Punjab National
Bank, Civil Lines, Mirzapur. Any person claiming any interest or title in
the property or otherwise having any objection can make representa-
tion to the bank within 7 days of this notice.

Punjab National Bank, 
Civil Lines, Mirzapur
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I have changed my name from
Swati Duseja to Divisha Soneja
W/o Bhavesh Soneja R/o -
H.No. 1203 Ratan Lal Nagar
Kanpur in future purpose.

NOTICE

OBITUARY

SUBEDAR BINOD KUMAR LAKRA
23 APR 1976 - 09 MAR 2023

ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL
CORPS SOLEMNLY PRAY TO THE
ALMIGHTY TO BESTOW PEACE TO THE
DEPARTED SOULAND GRANT STRENGTH
TO THE BEREAVED FAMILY TO BEAR THE
GREAT LOSS OF SUBEDAR BINOD
KUMAR LAKRA WHO DIED WHILE
SERVING WITH 426 FD HOSP.

FROM: LT GEN V SABID SYED
AND ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

HAVILDAR JASKARAN SINGH
31 OCT- 1983- 01 MAR 2023

ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL
CORPS SOLEMNLY PRAY TO THE
ALMIGHTY TO BESTOW PEACE TO THE
DEPARTED SOULAND GRANT STRENGTH
TO THE BEREAVED FAMILY TO BEAR THE
GREAT LOSS OF HAVILDAR JASKARAN
SINGH WHO DIED WHILE SERVING WITH
MH SHIMLA.

FROM: LT GEN V SABID SYED
AND ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

NAIB SUBEDAR BAL CHAND YADAV
28 SEP- 1978- 06 MAR 2023

ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL
CORPS SOLEMNLY PRAY TO THE
ALMIGHTY TO BESTOW PEACE TO THE
DEPARTED SOULAND GRANT STRENGTH
TO THE BEREAVED FAMILY TO BEAR THE
GREAT LOSS OF NAIB SUBEDAR BAL
CHAND YADAV WHO DIED WHILE
SERVING WITH 4001 FD HOSP.

FROM: LT GEN V SABID SYED
AND ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

OBITUARY

I Rajesh Kumar R/o L-3/6 Akash
Ganga Vihar Ahirwan Kanpur-08
have changed my daughter
name from Kavya to Kavya
Chhillar, vide affidavit No. 73 AE
902417 Dated 20.03.2023
before Kanpur Court U.P.

NOTICE

NO. JC-382063L RANK SUB Name
Devendra Singh S/o Patru Singh of
UNIT 4INF DIV SIG REGD C/o 56
APO R/o Village+Post-Bijaura,
Tahsil Kasimabad District Ghazipur
(U.P.) Pin-233226 Do hearby
declare that my  Mother's Name
and Date of Birth has been
wrongly written in my Service
Record MURAHI Date of Birth 1
July 1948. Instead of her Correct
Name MURAHIYA and Correct
Date of Birth 1 January 1945 as her
Aadhar Card Caries the Correct
Name and Date of Birth i.e.
MURAHIYA and 01-01-1945.
Objection in may be Conveyed to
the Concerned Authority within
seven days.

NOTICE

AUCTION NOTICE
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I Surendra Singh S/o Amar
Singh R/o HIG-67,Ratan Lal
Nagar, Kanpur-208022 have
changed my name to Surendra
Singh Chhabra for all future
purposes

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Laxmi Devi to Laxmi Chaudhary
for all future purpose, Laxmi
Chaudhary W/o Anant Kumar
Sharma R/o 103/34, Colonel
Ganj Kanpur 

NOTICE

Notify that my ICSE class X cer-
tificate & marksheet year 2019,
unique ID 6938550 & class XII
certificate & marksheet unique
ID 6938550 year 2021 (Passed
from city montessori school,
Rajendra Nagar, Lucknow) has
been lost Aryatej Kapoor D/o
Manish Kapoor 314/56
Koneshwar Temple, MV Hospital
Lane, Mirza Mandi, Chowk,
Lucknow-226003.

NOTICE
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 Syed
Mohammad Mehdi S/o Syed
Mohammad Askari R/o Chand
Khan Ka Hata Bakarganj City &
Distt. Fatehpur 212601
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Aman alleged that his land-
lord and over 150 lawyers

thrashed him and his family
members, and grabbed all the
household articles before
evicting them from the house
in Krishna Nagar on Monday.

The complainant, Keshav
Krishna Dixit of Sindh Nagar
in the area, had a legal dispute
with his landlord over the pos-
session of the house.

“On Monday night, the
landlord and about 150
lawyers stormed the house,
took all the articles in their
possession and thrashed all of
us. They then threw us out
and forcibly took possession
of the house,” the complainant
alleged.

He said he and his family
members were on the road
and needed justice. Police
said a case under Section 147

(rioting), criminal breach of
trust and for other counts was
registered against the landlord
and more than 150 unidenti-
fied lawyers.

Meanwhile, a 61-year-old
man was killed in a road
mishap in Alambagh police

station area on Monday night.
Reports said Krishna Gopal
Jaiswal of Maharshi Nagar in
Madiaon had gone for some
work and was returning home
via Alambagh. 

When he was in Subhani
Khera in the area around

10:20 pm, a speeding vehicle
knocked him down. He suf-
fered grievous injuries and
was pronounced dead at a 
hospital.

In another incident, a teen
ended his life at his house in
Bakshi-Ka-Talab police sta-
tion area on Monday after-
noon. Identified as Ravi (19)
of Durgapuri Colony, he was
found hanging from the 
ceiling. 

His father Ramjanm told
police that he, along with his
family members, had gone to
a hospital to see their relative
while Ravi stayed back. “We
returned around 2:30 pm on
Monday and knocked on the
doors but Ravi did not
respond. Later, my son Adarsh
entered the house by scaling
the boundary wall and we
gained access to Ravi’s room
only to find him hanging,”
Ramjanm said.
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Heavy rains lashed the city
on Tuesday afternoon and

hailstorm in some areas made
people shiver even as they
were forced to take out
sweaters and jackets which
they had packed in view of the
hot weather conditions earli-
er. The city received 10.3 mm
rainfall.

The commuters had to
wade through waterlogged
roads in some areas, thanks to
clogged drains.

The chill was palpable
since morning as the skies
remained overcast. However,
the skies cleared in the after-
noon as the weather took a U-
turn. The weather did a som-
ersault once again and it start-
ed raining.

The Met department said
that the rain activity would

decrease from Wednesday
onwards. There will be rains
again from March 23 onwards

since there is a western distur-
bance expected to bring
another spell of rains.

The Met department has
forecast partly cloudy sky with
light to moderate rain/thun-
dershowers and lightening in
some areas. The maximum
and minimum temperatures
are likely to be 30 degree
Celsius and 17 degree Celsius,
respectively.

As for the state,
rains/thundershowers are like-
ly at many places over the
state. There is a warning that
thunderstorm accompanied
by lightening is likely at isolat-
ed places over the state.
Hailstorm is likely at isolated
places over west UP. Gusty
wind (25-35 kmph) is likely at
a few places over the state.
Lucknow recorded the maxi-
mum temperature at 28 degree
Celsius, which was 5.3 degrees
below, while the minimum at
17 degree Celsius was 0.8
degree above normal.
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Preparations were in fast
lane for Chaitra Navratri

beginning Wednesday.
Outgoing Mayor Sanyukta
Bhatia inspected the Goddess
Durga temples across the city
and issued instructions for
necessary arrangements for the
devotees. She visited Badi
Kaliji, Sandohan Devi, Santoshi
Mata, Anandi Devi and Durga
Devi temples besides other
temples and took stock of the
arrangements. 

Meanwhile, several com-
mittees have been formed for
the arrangement of ‘devi gayan’
in seven temples. The commit-
tees have been formed at dis-
trict, tehsil and Vikas Khand
levels. The district-level com-
mittee is headed by the district
magistrate and consists of

CDO, municipal commission-
er, LDA secretary, ADM
(Administration), etc.

At the tehsil level, the com-
mittees will be headed by the
SDM. A senior official said
these committees will ensure
participation of the common
man, especially women and
girls. These committees will
arrange for local artistes and
provide a nominal fee for the
same. They will also look into
the arrangements of water,
light and seating for people. A
sum of Rs 1 lakh has been ear-
marked for the districts.

Meanwhile, shops selling
puja material remained abuzz
as people made last-minute
purchases. Many eateries serv-
ing non-vegetarian items
remain closed during these
nine days due to lack of 
customers.

Lucknow (PNS): The state
government has given a go-
ahead to the UP Housing
Development Board for a
mega housing scheme which
will be coming up near the
new jail. It was disclosed in a
press communiqué here on
Tuesday. The project was
approved following the chief
town planner’s report.

Now, a meeting will be
held by senior officials of dif-
ferent departments to work
out the execution. Board sec-
retary Neeraj Shukla said it
would be one of their most
prestigious projects in the
state. The shade work can be
initiated by April this year as
according to the official
record, nearly 75 per cent of
the land has been acquired so
far. There should be no prob-
lem in land acquisition as
officials of the district admin-
istration and revenue depart-
ment are helping the board

authorities to resolve the dis-
pute with the farmers. The rest
of the land will be acquired
soon. The board will invite pri-
vate partners to execute the
plan. They will be selected fol-
lowing scrutiny of their
records and the final list will
be released thereafter.  

Meanwhile, over 150 flats
constructed under the Prime
Minister Awas Yojana in
Vasant Kunj on Hardoi Road
and Sharda Nagar Extension
were registered on the inau-
gural day of a 20-day special
camp organised by the
Lucknow Development
Authority on Monday.

L DA Vi c e - C h a i r m a n
Indramani Tripathi said the
response on the first day was
encouraging and he expected
more buyers to turn up for
registration. There are over
2,256 flats in the two different
sites. An executive engineer
said Defense Minister Rajnath

Lucknow (PNS): Minister of
State (Independent Charge) for
Forest Arun Saxena said that as
per the instructions of the Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, prepa-
rations are being made to plant
35 crore trees this year. 

“Under the tree plantation
campaign, priority will be given
to medicinal plants. Triphala
(harr, baheda and amla) and
Charak forests will be planted
widely. Schoolchildren will be
encouraged to plant fruit trees.
In order to ensure high-quality
saplings for the plantation pro-
gramme, a hi-tech nursery is
being developed in each division
in the first phase, and arrange-
ments for mist chamber, shed
house, sprinkler, vermicompost
and jeevamrit are being made,”
he said. “In order to promote
agro-forestry in a big way, the
programme has been devel-
oped by the department with the
help of Central Agro-Forestry
Research Institute, Jhansi. With

a view to providing high-qual-
ity timber species saplings to the
farmers, an agreement has been
signed with Indian Forest and
Research, Dehradun, under
which high-quality and vigorous
clone saplings are being pre-
pared,” he added.

The minister said that
under the National Mission
for Clean Ganga, Mohanpur
Biodiversity Park in Mirzapur,
Ramghat Biodiversity Park  in
Bulandshahr, Ujhani
Biodiversity Park in Badaun
and Alamgir Biodiversity Park
in Hapur are being developed.

A similar facility centre
has been set up in Mirzapur by
the State Bamboo Mission,
which is being operated by
women’s self-help groups and
farmers’ production organisa-
tions. Training of bamboo arti-
sans, bamboo processing and
manufacturing and sales and
value addition, etc are being
conducted by the centre.
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City Montessori School, Station Road

campus, organised its ‘Divine Education
Conference’
at the
K a n p u r
Road audi-
torium. The
chief guest
was Deputy
C h i e f
Minister Brajesh Pathak. Addressing the
gathering, Pathak said that the foundation
of an ideal society is laid in school where-
in the younger generation is provided with
character-based education with moral
values and also plenty of opportunity for
realising their potential and talent. He

advised the children to set high goals for
themselves and develop global thinking
and universal values. CMS founder Jagdish
Gandhi said that the society, including par-
ents and teachers, must play a role in the
character building of the younger gener-
ation. Meanwhile, CMS, Kanpur Road
campus, also organised its ‘Divine
Education Conference’ on Tuesday. Gandhi
inaugurated the function and awarded
prizes to meritorious students who secured
top positions in annual examinations and
other competitions.

3&��������
Principal of Navyug Girls’ Degree

College Manjula Upadhyay, and Renu
Singh, on behalf of national coordinator of

Spoken Tutorial Project of IIT-Bombay
Aakansha  Saini,   signed an MoA  on
Tuesday to promote the IT literacy prog-
armme of the Ministry of Education.
M e a n w h i l e ,
Archna Sinha
from the
department of
s t a t i s t i c s
(Navyug) has
been conferred
with the MASTER (Most Accomplished
Spoken Tutorial Educator Resource) Award
by IIT-Bombay in recognition of her con-
tribution to promotion of the National
Mission on Education. She is the only
woman awardee from UP amongst 45 fac-
ulty members selected from all over India.
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Lucknow (PNS): An SUV driver allegedly hit a traffic con-
stable at one of the busiest trisections in Chinhat on Tuesday
morning. Later, the accused was caught and the vehicle was
impounded. The injured traffic cop, Sanjay, escaped with
injuries and he was admitted to a hospital. As per reports, traf-
fic sub-inspector Narendra Kumar, along with head consta-
bles Sanjay Yadav & Pankaj, and home guards Mithilesh &
Sant Kumar, was on duty at the Kamta trisection. Sanjay was
asking the commuters to give way to pedestrians when an SUV
hit him. “Luckily though, Sanjay did not come under the
wheels or he would have suffered grievous injuries,” the SI
said. He said the SUV driver, Skand Srivastava of Gonda, fled
towards Faizabad road and he passed the information to his
colleagues. The traffic cops intercepted the SUV on Indira
Canal road in Chinhat and nabbed the accused.
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Singh dedicated the flats
under the scheme to citizens
at a function held on Saturday.
The registration process was
started on Monday under the
supervision of the VC. 
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Lakhimpur Kheri (PTI): The
latest survey has confirmed the
presence of at least 46 one-
horned rhinos in the Dudhwa
Tiger Reserve of UP, officials said
on Tuesday. Found mainly in the
Indian sub-continent, the greater
one-horned rhino has a single
black horn about 8-25 inches
long and a grey-brown hide with
skin folds, according to the
World Wildlife Fund (WWF).

The rhino project in the
Dudhwa reserve, located on the
Indo-Nepal border, was
launched in April 1984 with just

five rhinos relocated from
Assam. The rhinos were reintro-
duced in the terai region where
they had gone extinct about a
century ago. 

The adaptive environment,
healthy habitat, rich flora and
fauna of Dudhwa suited the re-
introduced rhinos and their
population grew to 38 in 2018
and 46 in 2023. The last head
count was taken up in 2022 but
it remained inconclusive as 25
per cent of the rhino habitat area
could not be accessed due to
heavy flooding. The survey,

conducted from March 15-17,
was done in the 41 sq km
stretch of the Rhino
Rehabilitation Area. Dudhwa
forest officials, experts from
Wildlife Institute of India and
WWF participated in the exer-
cise. “The 46 rhinos sighted in
Dudhwa included 40 rhinos in
27 sq km Rhino Rehabilitation
Area-1 in south Sonaripur range
and six in RRA-2 which is locat-
ed in Belrayan range,” said
Rengaraju Tamilselvan, the
deputy director of Dudhwa
Tiger Reserve. He said the gen-

der of six rhinos could not be
ascertained. He said WII experts
have collected samples of the
rhinos for molecular analysis,
which may help in determining
shifts in the community due to
environmental changes. Field
Director B Prabhakar said the
survey was carried out “through
the specific physical features
and the unique ID provided to
each rhino.” He said seven teams
— five in RRA-1 and two in
RRA-2 — patrolled the rhino
area riding on the back of ele-
phants for the census.

Ballia (PTI): A shopkeeper was
arrested here for allegedly help-
ing a Rohingya man to get an
Indian passport, police said on
Tuesday. Izharul Haq is a resi-
dent of Bilthara Road town of
the district and owns a bangle
shop in Vishunipur locality,
they said. Haq was arrested
from Pauharipur on Gadwar
Marg on Monday, police said,
adding that he helped Rohingya
refugee Arman alias Abu Talha
get a passport. A team of Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS)
Varanasi arrested Talha and
Abdul Amin from here on
March 14 and recovered three
Indian passports and many
Aadhaar cards, two Indian voter
ID cards, a PAN card, a

UNHRC card, an ATM card,
some foreign currency, two
mobile phones and a foreign
SIM card from their possession.
Arman had told police that he
is a Rohingya refugee and had
come to India in 2008. He used
to work at a shop in Manipur
and later moved to Ballia and
started living in a rented house
in the Umar Ganj locality.

Before the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, a former village head’s
brother provided him with a
voter card, on the basis of
which he subsequently obtained
PAN and Aadhaar cards. Haq
helped him get a passport on the
basis of which, he went to
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia for
work.

'��9�:������;6����.
������
��������-�
)�

#�
�����
�	�������+����		
�	����

�"��#		�	��"	���$��
"	������%�"�����
�����	����

����




��	��������� 	
�������� 	
����� ���
����

����� �:�
�4�

ith a view to making Uttar
Pradesh an innovation hub,

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
has asked the IT and
Electronics department to
motivate youths for new inno-
vations by arranging investors
for them.  Along with financial
assistance, other concessions
are also being made available to
them by the department. 

The department is organ-
ising seminars in various dis-
tricts to provide investors to
entrepreneurs of the state.
Bareilly, Kanpur, and Lucknow
have been selected for the first
phase.

“The biggest feature is that
entrepreneurs are linked with
investors in their districts so
that they do not have to move
to Delhi, Hyderabad or
Bengaluru for their startups.
The department is also getting

a lot of success in this,” Special
Secretary, IT and Electronics,
Akshay Tripathi said.

He said that a Citizen
Engagement Partner pro-
gramme was being worked out
so that the youths did not
have to wander in other states
to set up their ventures. The
youths setting up startups are
being encouraged to establish
dialogue with private investors
through seminars and meetings
in various districts. 

To fulfill this goal, the
department has partnered with
Divyanshu Shukla, the founder
of the ‘Papswap – Policies over
Politics’ startup. This startup is
working in tandem with the
Yogi Adityanath government to
take the benefits of the govern-
ment’s policies to the common
man. Papswap recently signed
an MoU with the IT and
Electronics department as the
policy engagement partner. Its

main objective is to open new
doors of innovation for start-
up entrepreneurs. Along with
this, they have to provide assis-
tance in making all kinds of
resources available at the local
level.

Papswap is providing a
platform for entrepreneurs to
connect with potential
investors, industrialists, and
learn about new business
opportunities along with the
latest trends in their industries.
These seminars are also help-
ing entrepreneurs build a
strong network of peers and
mentors, which can be invalu-
able to their growth and suc-
cess. After the success of the
workshop at Rohilkhand
Incubation Foundation (RIF),
Bareilly, on March 15, a work-
shop is also being organised at
the IIT-Kanpur on March 23.
It will be followed by a work-
shop at AKTU in Lucknow.

Prayagraj (PTI): Uttar Pradesh
Police recovered over Rs 74 lakh
cash and illegal weapons from a
partially demolished office of
mafia-turned-politician Atiq
Ahmed in Chakia area here on
Tuesday following the arrest of
five persons, officials said.

They said the front part of
the office had been already
demolished by authorities using
a bulldozer. On Tuesday, a search
was carried out at the site amid
a heavy police deployment and
a huge amount of cash and ille-
gal weapons were found from the
former MP’s office, officials said.

Briefing reporters at the
Police Lines here, Prayagraj
Police Commissioner Ramit
Sharma said, “Five persons —
Niyaz Ahmed, Cash Ahmed,
Mohammad Sajak, Mohammad
Arshad Khan and Rakesh
Kumar — were arrested on
Tuesday. From them, five for-
eign-made guns, five country-
made pistols and ammunition
have been recovered. Six mobile

phones were also recovered from
them.” He added, “Rs 2.25 lakh
was recovered from the five
arrested persons. Subsequently,
on the information provided by
two of these arrested accused
(Cash Mohammad and Rakesh
Kumar), Rs 72.37 lakh was
recovered from the office of
Atiq Ahmed. In all, Rs 74.62 lakh
cash was recovered.”

Elaborating on the fresh
arrests, Sharma said Niyaz
Ahmed was assigned the task of
following Umesh Pal, the key
witness in the 2005 killing of BSP
MLA Raju Pal, and Atiq
Ahmed’s son Asad had made
him speak to the gangster-turned
politician and his brother Ashraf
over the Internet. A number of
meetings were held for the killing
of Umesh Pal, who was shot dead
in Dhoomanganj area of
Prayagraj on February 24 along
with his security guard Sandeep
Nishad, and Niyaz Ahmed par-
ticipated in those meetings,
Sharma said.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said on

Tuesday that more than 500
sportspersons from Uttar
Pradesh, who have participat-
ed in world and national cham-
pionships, would be absorbed
in the state police force and
other administrative depart-
ments soon.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony of the 5-day ‘71st
All-India Police Athletics
Cluster Championship’ which
will conclude at PAC Ground
on March 25, Yogi said the gov-
ernment was taking the pro-
gramme forward so that
sportspersons could inspire
the youth to engage in positive
and constructive activities
while maintaining a sound
physical and mental health.

“I express my gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

and Home Minister Amit Shah
for giving Uttar Pradesh an
opportunity to hold this cham-
pionship. The event is taking
place in the state after a gap of
10 years. I am also glad that the
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB),
which is performing its duty on
India’s borders with Nepal and
Bhutan efficiently and with
sensitivity, is one of the organ-
isers of the event,” he said.

UP shares 560 kilometres
of borders with Nepal. Yogi said
that the participation of 1,300
sportspersons from 32 dis-
tricts had taken the champi-
onship to a new level this year. 

“Sports play a vital role in
the all-round development of a
person. Under the leadership of
PM Modi, we have seen sports
culture develop in the country
in the last nine years. Not only
has the participation of
sportspersons increased in the
Olympics, Asian &

Commonwealth Games but
also the number of medals
won by them has gone up,” he
added.

“Sports not only help us
stay healthy physically and
mentally but also inspire us to
deal with difficult situations
more effectively. This culture
gives birth to a healthy compe-
tition and healthy tradition,” he
pointed out.

Yogi said that around
2,000-2,500 sportspersons were
getting associated with various
events in every parliamentary
constituency of UP with Sansad
Khel Mahotsava. “The gov-
ernment is also building sports
grounds in villages, mini-stadi-
ums in blocks and stadiums in
districts along with sports col-
leges. A programme to give
sports kits to Yuva Mangal
Dal and Mahila Mangal Dal is
going on a war footing as well,”
he added.
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The losses of public sector power
utility Uttar Pradesh Power

Corporation Limited (UPPCL) con-
tinue to mount even after over two
decades of reforms in the power sec-
tor initiated in the year 2000.

The issue of UPPCL losses was
taken up by the Lucknow bench of
Allahabad High Court on Monday
and the court had asked the Power
Employees’ Joint Action Committee
leaders as to why punitive fines
should not be imposed on them for
recovery of the losses due to the
three-day token strike.

The then UP State Electricity
Board was unbundled into three
independent companies — power
generation, transmission and power
distribution — in January 2000. The
accumulated losses of the distribu-
tion company, UPPCL, have soared
to over Rs 1 lakh crore from Rs 77
crore in 2000.

If the total debt burden on the
UPPCL and its wholly owned five
power distribution subsidiary com-
panies and the debt burden shared
by the state government are includ-
ed, the losses would be over Rs 2.5
lakh crore. The losses continue to
mount even after two bailout pack-
ages given by the Centre in the last
decade. The first bailout package was
formulated during the Manmohan
Singh-led UPA government and
called FRP (Financial Restructuring
Plan) for the loss-making power dis-
tribution companies. Under FRP, the
state government took over a certain
share of debt liability on itself, thus
clearing the balance sheet of UPPCL
and enabling it to go for fresh bor-
rowing from banks and other finan-
cial institutions.

The Narendra Modi-led NDA
government brought another bailout
package called UDAY (Ujjawala
Discom Assurance Yojana) and the
same procedure was repeated. The
state government took over a certain
share of UPPCL debility, thus
enabling it to make fresh borrowings
from the banks and other financial
institutions. UPPCL also got over Rs
40,000 crore from the Centre for the
‘Power for All’ where over 50 lakh
rural households were given free
power connections under the
‘Saubhagya’ scheme. Besides the

two bailout packages, the state gov-
ernment gives a hefty budgetary sup-
port or subsidy to UPPCL each year.

Moreover, UPPCL has also been
the beneficiary of the concessional
finance from the Power Finance
Corporation, which was made avail-
able to it as part of the relief pack-
age announced by the Narendra
Modi government in May 2020, after
the imposition of the lockdown in
March, to combat the first wave of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

From this package, UPPCL
cleared its dues to Coal India
Limited, railways, NTPC and power
purchased from independent power
producers. 

However, UPPCL has set a lofty
target of reducing the difference
between average cost of supply
(ACS) and average revenue realised
(ARR) to zero. The actual loss is lit-
tle over 70 paisa per unit sold by
UPPCL. In financial terms, the loss
suffered is over Rs 80 crore per day.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said on
Tuesday  that the recently-held Global

Investors’ Summit (GIS) had yielded good results
for the region, attracting investment proposals
worth Rs 11,000 crore to develop three of the four
districts of the Devipatan division into aspira-
tional districts.

“The development works have progressed fast
in the region. The construction of medical col-
leges in three districts has been either complet-
ed or is in the process of completion,” Yogi told
reporters after a review meeting in Gonda on
Tuesday.

CM said setting up of a university in
Devipattan had also been proposed in this year’s
budget in the name of ‘Maa Pateshwari’ and that
the government had sought a proposal for allot-
ment of land for the same from officials con-
cerned. “Construction of the airport in Shravasti
is in the final stages. Very soon, this region will
have air connectivity. Instructions have been given
to connect every district headquarters with the
Ring Road and speed up other development
works,” the CM said.

Yogi said the double-engine government was
working sensitively and actively for development.
“Six years ago, Gautam Buddh Nagar was on top
in terms of per capita income and Balrampur at
the bottom while Gonda was lagging behind in
cleanliness. In the last six years, all the four dis-
tricts of this commissionary are moving in a pos-
itive direction. Initiatives were taken to enhance
per capita income, improve public conveniences
as well as boost tourism and development,” he
added.

“The government has also taken steps to con-
nect the youth with the schemes of the Centre
and the state government and to provide bene-
fits of government schemes to farmers,” Yogi said,
adding that encouraging results had come out of
the efforts and these districts would soon be
among the leading districts of the state.

During his interaction with mediapersons,
the CM announced the opening of the
Information department office here. He also said
that the construction of a university and medical
colleges along with the implementation of the
National Education Policy and introduction of
quality education and state-of-the-art facilities
would take the youth forward on the path of
progress.

In the review meeting, instructions were also
given to public representatives and officers of the
four districts to accelerate setting up of facilities
for the common man.
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In order to promote heritage
tourism, the Maharajas and

Taluqdars across the state have
been invited to chalk out a strategy
with government officials on
Wednesday to turn their palaces,
forts and mansions into hotels.

“In this meeting, discussions
will be held on renovating the old
forts on PPP model and throwing
them open for tourists,” Tourism
Minister Jaiveer Singh said on
Tuesday. The meeting will be held
in the Tilak Hall of Vidhan Bhawan.

Singh said that many investors,
who have had experience of turn-
ing palaces into hotels, experts
from tourism departments and
chairman of the Legislative Council
would participate in the meeting.

“Tourism activities will be pro-
moted in the state by renovating

these forts like in Rajasthan.
Bundelkhand will be in focus as
there are 31 forts and palaces which
can be turned into hotels,” the min-
ister said.

The focus will be on Jhansi Fort
— once the stronghold of the

Chandela Kings between the 11th
and 17th centuries — which has a
sprawling 17-acre land as it can be
restored and developed into a
swanky hotel. 

The UP Tourism Board has
already done the groundwork and
shortlisted palaces after evaluation
by CEPT University, Ahmedabad,
and private consultants.

The others include Talbehat
Fort in Lalitpur, Baruasagar Fort in
Jhansi, Chhattar Manzil in Lucknow,
and Chunar Fort in Mirzapur.

“This will be a bid to replicate
the Rajasthan tourism model, where
the old forts have been turned into
hotels. In Uttar Pradesh, we have a
lot of potential from the perspective
of religious, spiritual, and heritage
sites. There are several buildings
which are either abandoned or in a
poor shape, and we have put them
up for adaptive re-use for conserva-

tion. We would like to start giving
these to private investors on lease
and under public-private partner-
ships,” the minister said.

A majority of the forts are
owned by the Archaeological Survey
of India.

Singh said: “As we have
Purvanchal and Bundelkhand
Expressways that will help with last-
mile connectivity, we can expect
good footfall in these fort-turned-
hotels. This will also help us tap the
domestic tourist market.”

Even six historic buildings in
Lucknow could be turned into her-
itage hotels. These include Chhattar
Manzil, Roushan-ud-Daula Kothi,
Gulistaan-e-Eram, Kothi Darshan
Vilas and Farhat Bux Kothi. In the
new tourism policy of UP, the state
government has announced grants,
concessions and incentives for con-
verting old palaces.
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As the Yogi Adityanath government completes the
first year of its second term, women police officers

will participate in bike rallies across the state on
Wednesday to mark women empowerment.
Instructions regarding this have been issued by Yogi
himself.

“The primary objective of this rally is to inform
people about the safe environment for women in the
state,” a government spokesman said here on Tuesday.

The rally will start on the first day of Chaitra
Navratri, and end on ‘Ashtami’ (March 29).

It will take two routes — the first will be east to
west (Vindhyachal Dham to Gautam Buddha Nagar)
and the second will be from north-south (Devipatan

Dham to Lalitpur). In the rally, 15-20 bike-borne female
police officers will deliver the message of safety and
‘Uttam Pradesh’ to people, covering an average distance
of 80-120 kilometres per day. 

A gazetted officer has been appointed as incharge
of the rally. At the same time, four-wheelers will also
be included for the rally’s branding and women inspec-
tors will accompany women drivers. An ambulance will
also accompany the rally.

The first route of the rally will begin in Vindhyachal,
the abode of ‘Maa Vindhyavasni’, and end in Gautam
Buddha Nagar via Prayagraj, Fatehpur, Kanpur, Etawah,
Agra, and Aligarh. The second route will begin in
Shaktipeeth Devipatan and culminate in Lalitpur via
Ayodhya, Lucknow, Kanpur, Hamirpur, Orai, and
Jhansi.

Badaun (PTI): The fami-
ly members of a 58-year-old
man have accused a doctor
here of operating on him
without their consent and
leaving cloth in his stomach
during surgery, police said on
Tuesday.

Kavita, daughter of the
patient Veerpal Singh, alleged
that AK Verma, who runs a
nursing home in Civil Lines
area, had advised her father to

undergo gallbladder operation
after he regularly complained of
abdominal pain.

On March 16, when Singh
visited Verma, the doctor
admitted him to his Ashoka
Hospital and operated on him
without the consent of the
family members, Kavita alleged
in her complaint to police.

When Singh’s condition
deteriorated, the doctor gave
him injections and asked him

to leave the hospital, but the
family members opposed.
Verma the called an ambulance
and referred the patient to a
Bareilly hospital, where he was
operated again at the Medicity
Nursing Home and three
blood-stained clothes were
found inside his stomach. The
doctors at Medicity confirmed
that three pieces of clothes
were found inside Singh’s stom-
ach.

Following the allegations,
Verma told reporters he did the
surgery on Singh using the tele-
scopic method. When bleeding
started, a major operation had
to be performed as there was a
threat to the life of the patient.

There was no time to walk
out of the operation theatre and
inform the relatives about it,
Verma said.

He claimed Singh’s surgery
was successful but he had to

refer him to Bareilly after his
condition deteriorated and
there was no emergency facil-
ity available at his nursing
home.

Verma said the allegations
against him were baseless and
said he would cooperate fully
with the police investigation.

SP (City) Amit Kishor
Srivastava said Kavita has filed
a complaint against Verma and
it is being probed.
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The Uttar Pradesh Power
Corporation Limited (UPPCL)

will link the mobile numbers of
each power consumer with the
billing system and connections
will be snapped only after the
defaulters are sent an SMS alert.

Energy Minister AK Sharma
said here on Tuesday that the
ongoing work to link the mobile
phone numbers of consumers with
the billing system would benefit
around 3 crore people across the
state.  

Presiding over a review meet-
ing of UPPCL, the minister asked
the power engineers to ensure
uninterrupted power supply to all
religious places during the festival
season. 

He also asked the officials to
gear up for the summer season,
which has already commenced. 

He asked the UPPCL to
strengthen and repair the power
distribution network and expedite
the process of replacement of
damaged transformers. In view of
the increase in connected load, the
number of trolley transformers
would be increased accordingly, he
said.

The minister also said that rev-
enue recovery should be expedit-
ed and defaulters must face the
consequences. The minister asked
UPPCL to pay special attention to
improvement in the power distri-

bution network in the newly-cre-
ated urban local bodies and mon-
itor the process of restoration of
power supply affected by the recent
strike.

He said unseasonal rains had
created a challenging situation for
UPPCL as there had been
breakdowns in many parts of the
state. 

The minister claimed that the
power supply across the state was
normal and power was being sup-
plied to urban and rural areas as
per schedule. 

He said action against the
power employees who went on
strike would be taken as per the
Allahabad High Court directions.
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In yet another incident of
honour killing, an e-rick-

shaw operator strangled his
daughter on Tuesday. After
committing the crime, he
informed to police control
room about it. The police have
arrested the accused and car-
ried out investigation. He was
annoyed as his daughter was
having a love affair with a
local youth for the past one
year. Radhey Shyam Gupta of
Bamba Road, Kashyap Nagar,
is an e-rickshaw operator. His
17-year old daughter Khushbu
Gupta was a student of class X
in a school in same locality. It
was alleged that she was in love
with a youth living near Tuti
Pulia for the past one year. In
the absence of her father and
brother, she used to call him to
her house. Radhey Shyam often
objected to it and had exchange
of heated arguments with her.
On Tuesday around 11 am,
when Radhey Shyam reached

home and found Khushbu busy
talking on mobile phone, he
went berserk. When Khushbu
started arguing with him, he
strangled her in anger and
informed the police from his
elder daughter Puja's house
living nearby. ACP Kalyanpur
Vikas Kumar Pandey said the
accused had been arrested and
investigation was on. The
brother of the deceased
Sandeep said that the youth
had been teasing his sister for
a long time the complaint of
which was lodged with the
Panki Road outpost three days
ago by his father. But police did
not initiate action against the
accused, he claimed. 
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Two persons committed

suicide due to depression in
separate police areas in the city.
during the past 24 hours. They
included an engineer of Indian
Oil Corporation and a police
head constable. IOC engineer
Bhanu Pratap (31) of Avas

Vikas Colony, Kalyanpur,
ended his life by hanging him-
self on Monday evening. Kin
alleged that following humili-
ation by his seniors, he was in
depression which forced him to
commit suicide. Police along
with forensic team rushed to
the spot and carried out inves-
tigation. The body was sent for
autopsy.  Besides, head consta-
ble Rahul Verma of N2 Road,
Lal Bungalow, Chakeri, posted
in Beconganj police station
ended his life by jumping
before a speeding train in
Khapra Mohal railway track on
Tuesday morning. He was
under suspension for the past
several months for his alleged
involvement in a case of cele-
bratory firing. Due to pro-
longed suspension, he got
depressed and was admitted to
UHM hospital about four days
ago. He was a constable of 2006
batch and lived with wife Babli,
son Kunal (9) and daughter (5).
Kin alleged that he was falsely
implicated in a case of celebra-

tor firing by some local resi-
dents. Investigation was on in
the matter. He had met the
senior officers several times to
request for revocation of sus-
pension. On not being reinstat-
ed on duty, he fell into depres-
sion and jumped before a
speeding train to end his life. 

DEMANDED: Renu Devi,
mother of Shweta Sonkar mar-
ried to a historysheeter Raja
Babu Sonkar about 10 months
ago, met city police commis-
sioner BP Jogdand on Tuesday
and demanded justice in the
matter of ‘killing’’ of her daugh-
ter who was found hanging
under mysterious circum-
stances in Chakeri police station
area on March 13 morning. The
latter has directed the ACP
Chakeri to initiate stern penal
action against the accused.
Addressing mediapersons,
Renu Devi said she had lodged
FIR against 10 persons, includ-
ing the history-sheeter son-in-
law, but the police failed to
arrest any of them so far. 
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Every year March 20 is
observed as World Head

Injury Awareness Day and the
IMA-Kanpur organised an
awareness seminar on Monday.
It was informed that every
year around two lakh plus
head injury deaths occurred in
India. This engendered the
need to create awareness
among the people to keep one-
self safe while travelling on
roads and highways.

President, IMA-Kanpur Dr
Pankaj Gulati informed that
head injury was the highest in
road accidents be it city or
highways. He said this led to
major loss to the family and

society. Thus potent efforts
need to be made to ensure that
road accidents, especially head
injury, were drastically reduced
by adopting safety measures
and by strictly following traf-
fic rules. He said it was highly
essential that one needed to
drive at a controlled speed on the
city road and even on highways.
He said unless there was prop-
er awareness among the people,
especially the youth, this will
continue to play havoc with fam-
ilies.

He said it was blatant truth
that in India those who reached
beyond the golden hour one-
fourth were delayed due to
unavailability of transporting
vehicles.  He said in addition to

this delay in communication
prolonged travel, lack of knowl-
edge about nearby facilities,
non-availability of attendants
and financial constraints were
the other major reasons for
delayed deaths in India. He said
in the absence of a formalised
trauma system, patients may not
reach the TC in a timely fashion
and may not be appropriately
treated or stabilised at LOCs
prior to transfer. He said most
severely injured patients spent
prolonged periods of time at the
accident spot and many require
critical interventions upon
arrival at the help centre. He said
it was unreasonable to expect
immediate availability of sur-
geons or operating rooms thus,

trauma system planning efforts
should focus on prehospital
destination protocols that allow
direct transport and education
of caregivers to enhance inter-
vention skill which sets and
expedited transfer to definitive
care.  Neurologist Dr Jayant
Verma advised people to ensure
they follow traffic rules and wear
seat belts while driving and also
helmets while riding twowheel-
ers. He said in addition to this
people need to avoid chatting on
mobile phones. He said howev-
er instead of playing the blame
game it was highly essential to
ensure that efforts were made to
ensure medical aid was provid-
ed to the injured person in the
shortest possible time.
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City’s master swimmers excelled in
the 5th Masters National

Swimming Championship held in
Nasik (Maharashtra) on March 18 and
19. They dominated the event by win-
ning 14 gold, eight silver and four
bronze medals in different age group
categories. Kamlesh Awasthi was the
team manager while Prakash Awasthi
(honorary secretary, Kanpur District
Swimming Association) accompa-
nied the team as national convenor. 

WINNERS: Rajesh Kumar (40-44
years age group) - three gold medals;
Ram Kumar Gupta (45-49) - two sil-
ver medals; Pankaj Jain (55-59) - one
gold, one bronze medals; Pranay
Dwivedi (50-54) - three gold medals,
Govind Pradhan (65-69) - two silver
medals, RK Kamal (65-69) - two
gold, one silver medals; Bhavika
Bakshi (30-34) - two gold, one sil-

ver medals, Sudhi Pradhan (55-59)
- one silver, two bronze medals;
Ranjana Saffad (60-69) - three gold
medals and Alka Dixit (60-64) - one
gold, one silver, one bronze medals. 
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The CSJM University is going to start a
new job-oriented course on Mobile

App development from this semester.
This online one-semester course will not
only benefit its startup students in prepar-
ing the mobile app but will also provide
them better job opportunities. This was
informed by Director of College
Development Council Prof Rajesh Kumar
Dwivedi at a meeting held with members
of different self-finance college manage-
ment committees in the city, Etawah and
Unnao on Tuesday. President of the Uttar
Pradesh Self-Finance College Association
Dr Mohar Singh Yadav, treasurer Dr
Brijesh Bhadauria and secretary Rama
Kant Tewari were also present.
Representatives of 20 colleges, including
the Shahid Bhagat Singh College, Lavkush
College, Balgovind College, Ascent College
and Khalsa College took part in it.

SEMINAR: International Forest Day
is observed every year on March 21 and
this year the focus was on " Forests and
Health". The Uttar Pradesh Government
was committed to safeguarding the forests
and its expansion. The government has
also decided to lay special emphasis on

introducing afforestation programmes,
controlling forest fires, proper utilisation
of forest resources and above all proper
care to protect forests from pests and dis-
eases. This was informed by Deputy DFO,
Mr Arvind Singh while addressing a
seminar on  ‘Forests and Health’. He said
striking a balance between human progress
and environmental sustainability will be
the key to achieving India’s sustainable
development and climate goals.  He said
it was against this background that the UP
government had launched special pro-
grammes to enable public-private collab-
oration, spur multistakeholder action and
ignite a thriving ecopreneurship ecosystem
to conserve and restore India’s forest
landscapes while benefiting people.

He said special efforts were to be made
where farmers need to be involved to pre-
vent deforestation and reforestation and
afforestation activities as well.  He said
tracking the forest cover through satellite
and drone monitoring can connect projects
to carbon credit markets. He said not only
this but urban communities need to be
encouraged to support unused rural farm-
lands in the ‘village’ to improve rural econ-
omy and generate employment. 

Singh said in the present scenario the

possibility of a sizeable increase in forest
cover was limited due to inelasticity of for-
est land.  He said however, the balance of
nine per cent can be achieved through tak-
ing up plantation and afforestation outside
the forests and restocking plantation in
degraded and scrub forests. He said forests
provide a home to millions of diverse flora
and fauna but the benefits of forests
extend far beyond the wildlife who live
there.  He said they played a vital role in
the the carbon cycle by balancing green-
house gas emissions, making the air in our
atmosphere breathable, and protecting
against climate change.  Singh said refor-
estation can also alter dominant flow path-
ways and dampen streamflow response to
precipitation events.  He said afforestation
of agricultural land within the tropics had
been shown to have a dramatic impact on
infiltration.He said soil moisture had also
been shown to decline after afforestation
and this, however, was strongly dependent
on the species, density and phenology of
the trees planted. He said the groundwa-
ter recharge was enhanced by the condi-
tion of the forest with plantations provid-
ing less recharge than natural forests and
conversely an increase in overland flow
associated with degradation.
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The local unit of the
International Khattri

Mahasabha Group (IKMG),
London, organised a free med-
ical check-up camp for elderly
people at the Vridha Ashram,
Bithoor, on Tuesday.  The team
of doctors examined the
inmates and gave them free
consultation. Men’s wing pres-
ident Dr Anurag Mehrotra
carried out the medical check-
-up, including blood sugar,
blood pressure etc. while the
doctors of Khairabad Eye
Hospital examined their eyes.
Dr Kamal Dhawan and Dr
Sapna Mehrotra examined
women inmates while Dr

Rahul Kapoor provided expert
advice to elderly people suffer-
ing from orthopedic problems.
Patients suffering from other
general diseases and diabetes
were also examined. 

Dr Umesh Paliwal coordi-
nated in the pathological inves-
tigations. Dr Anurag Mehrotra
(president, men’s wing), Dr
Kamal Dhawan (president,
women’s wing) and vice-pres-
ident Laxmi Khanna addressed
the gathering. Abhilasha
Tandon and other dignitaries
were present at the camp. 

All the elderly inmates
expressed their gratitude
towards the IKMG and wished
to organise such camps in near
future also.   
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The  Food Safety and Drug
Administration  organised a ‘Shree

Ann’ cooking contest to promote con-
sumption of millets in association with
Manas Gram Natural and Organic Food
Chain, who had provided the cooking stuff
for the contest. The contest was organised
under the supervision of Master Chef
Kavita. The objective was to prepare spe-
cial dishes with the help of millets and pro-
mote its consumption for healthy body. A
panel discussion was also organised at the
end of the contest. Addressing the session
Deputy Commissioner, Food Safety and
Drug Administration, Lucknow
Harishanker Singh said millets were nutri
cereals comprising orghum, pearl millet,
finger millet (major millets) foxtail, little,
kodo, proso and barnyard millet (minor
millets). He said these were one of the old-
est foods known to humanity and were one
of the several species of coarse cereal grass-

es cultivated for their small edible seeds.
He said they were highly nutritious, non-
glutinous and not acid forming foods thus
they were soothing and easy to digest.

He said millets contained high
amounts of dietary fibre, B-complex vit-
amins, essential amino and fatty acids and

vitamin E. They are particularly high in
minerals, iron, magnesium, phosphorous,
potassium and release lesser percentage of
glucose over a longer period of time caus-
ing satiety which lowers the risk of dia-
betes. He said these grains are high in car-
bohydrates, with protein content varying
from six to 11 per cent and fat varying
from 1.5 to five per cent. Singh said mil-
lets are typically annuals and range in
height from 30 to 130 cm with the excep-
tion of sorghum and pearl millet, which
had stalks 1.5 to 3 m tall and about 2.5
cm thick.  He said inflorescences may be
spikes or racemes in which the flowers are
borne on stalks of about equal length
along an elongated axis,or panicles with
dense clusters of small florets. Later
under the supervision of Kavita the girls
prepared jowar upma, ragi ladoo, kodo
millet porridge, bajra biscuits, kuttu
fusion dosa and jowar pancake. A large
number of students took part in the con-
test and prizes were given to winners.
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The Sunbeam Academy con-
ducted the entrance exam-

ination Elite-11for the admis-
sion in class IX in its Samne
Ghat and Knowledge Park
branches in which the stu-
dents in large number
appeared. The entrance exam-
ination for the admission in
class XI is scheduled to be con-
ducted on April 2.

The administrator of
Academy Nishant Singh
informed that the students,
who secure maximum marks
in Elite-11, are imparted free
education for two years in
classes IX and X and they are
also provided free facility of

hostel and transport. The acad-
emy also makes arrangements
of free coaching for these suc-
cessful students, he informed
and added that there is also the
provision of concession for

other students.   
The Principal of school

KK Panda informed that this
entrance test is scaling a new
record each year and added
that the academy is making

efforts that no meritorious stu-
dent remains deprived of edu-
cation due to financial crunch
and the academy is determined
to provide the best education to
them.

The HR Head of the school
and convener of entrance
examination Rohan Madhok
informed that the academy
always makes efforts to facili-
tate maximum students with
this facility and the Elite-11 is
one of the best entrance exam-
inations in the country. The
secretary, director and deputy
director of Academy Jagdeep
Madhok, Poonam Madhok and
GP Mishra respectively extend-
ed their well wishes to all the
students.
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Principal of JMD World
School, Mallika Arora,

while launching a tree planta-
tion drive on the school
premises on Tuesday under the
drive ‘Nature Conservation
and Nature Nurture’ said it was
the duty of the elders to teach
children to ensure they took
part in nature conservation
and nature nurture since child-
hood. She said the school from
the very beginning had decid-
ed to ensure it inculcated val-
ues in children to conserve
nature and keep the mother
earth healthy.

She said nature and nur-
ture were partners in how
developing people interacted
with surrounding environment.
He said nature and nurture
were partners also in the trans-
actions between the gene and

the variety of internal environ-
ments that surrounded it with-
in the body. 

Arora said the best way was
to give kids a tree and if every-
one got a tree then they were
much more likely to plant it
and if one told them to go out
and buy a sapling and then go
plant it. She said this was the
best way to promote tree plan-
tation among children.Others
present were Arti Chandok
and Surabhi Mehrotra.
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The DALIMSS Sunbeam
Group of Schools on

Tuesday made an announce-
ment of the DALIMSS
Sunbeam Cambridge School in
Ramkatora, here. Making a
formal announcement of the
DA L I M S S  Su nb e am
C ambr i d ge  S c h o ol  i n
Ramkatora, here before the
m e d i a  p e r s ons ,  t h e
President and Director of
Group Dr Pradeep Madhok
and Pooja Madhok respec-
tively informed that the
Cambridge University has
remained the first choice of
students globally for almost
800 years and added that
for almost 150 years, the
C a mbr i d g e  As s e s s m e nt
P r o g r a m m e  h a s  b e e n
implemented in more than
160 countries. This pro-
gramme is motivating stu-
dents for innovation and

research.
The aim of Cambridge

School is to make school
education more holistic and
flexible according to global
needs so as to bring out the
unique abilities of each stu-
dent, they informed and
added that in the first year,
the school would provide

education from class Play
group to VII  through
Cambridge Early  Year
Programme,  Cambridge
Primar y and Lower
Secondary Programme which
would be followed be by
Cambridge IGCSE and A-
Level subsequently.  The
school will not charge any

extra fee from the parents for
these classes.             The
Principal of school Dipendra
Verma informed that the
selected teachers of the
school have been registered
for the Cambridge Teachers
Training Programme and
added that only after this
training, the teachers would
be authorised to teach the
students. The Cambridge
classes will be conducted in
the school from the month of
April. Principal of Rohania
Branch of  the school
Gurmeet Kaur explained the
difference between CBSE and
C ambridge  programme,
while the Principal of Sigra
Branch Dr Tulika Saxena
gave information about the
employment available after
t h e  C a m b r i d g e  p r o -
gramme. The additional
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  g r o u p
Mahir Madhok was also
present on the occasion.

��+#.!!��	�������		 �.����6�����	�������� �������	����2�������������	���7����

'-1�����
���������������������
�����������������������������
������	���
����	��������;�1���)	

The District Magistrate
(DM) S Rajalingam has

directed the SDMs and
Tehsildars to make assessment
of loss of crops from heavy
rainfall/ hailstorm to assist the
affected farmers.

The DM received infor-
mation regarding the loss of
crops from rainfall/ hailstorm
at some places of the district
on March 19 and taking a seri-
ous note of it, he directed the
SDMs and Tehsildars to make
assessment of it so that the
affected farmers could be ben-
efitted as per rules and regu-

lations under the provisions of
the State Disaster Mitigation
Fund (SDMF). The farmers
who are taking benefits of
Fasal  Bima Yojana ,  are
required to inform about
their losses on toll free num-
bers of insurance company-
18002660700  &
18008896868 or to the office
of concerned Tehsil, the DM
informed, adding that the
farmers could contact the
ADM, F&R (Mo-
9454417650), SDM, Sadar
(Mo-9454417040), SDM, Raja
Talab (Mo-9454417037),
SDM, Pindra (Mo-
9454417039), Tehsildar, Sadar

(Mo-9454417042), Tehsildar,
Raja Talab (<o-9454417044),
Tehsildar,  Pindra (Mo-
9454417043), distros agricul-
ture officer (mo-7800205570)
and disaster expert
(mo09140037137) for either
to inform or received infor-
mation about the loss of crops.  

CONG DEMANDS
COMPENSATION: The
Congress Party on Tuesday
demanded compensation to
the farmers who suffered huge
losses after their crops were
ruined due to rainfall/ hail-
storm and also submitted a
memorandum to the district
administration regarding this.

A delegation of the
Congress Party submitted a
memorandum to the ACM-III
demanding compensation to
the farmers whose crops were
ruined due to rainfall/ hail-
storm on March 19. The
untimely rainfall/ hailstorm
ruined the crops of farmers
and in such a situation; the
government should immedi-
ately provide relief to the
affected farmers,  they
demanded.  

It is learnt that the district
had witnessed rainfall/ hail-
storm on March 19 and it had
ruined the crops leading to the
huge loss to the farmers. 
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Alecture on Shakti in Indian art and an exhibi-
tion on Saptamatrikas were organised in the

Central Hall at Bharat Kala Bhavan in Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) on the occasion of
International Day of Happiness and the upcoming
Navratris on Monday. The event highlighted Shakti
or the energy principle that is inherent in nature and
finds representation in Indian art. Prof MNP Tiwari,
ex-Tagore Fellow, and former head of the Department
of History of Art, BHU presented his talk on the gen-
esis of Ashtamatrikas from the Mother Goddess fig-
ures of the Indus Valley Civilisation period to modern
era and threw light on their importance in contempo-
rary life and society. Dr Anil Kumar Singh, Assistant
Curator, Bharat Kala Bhavan, BHU gave a presentation
on the Saptamatrikas detailing their iconographical attrib-
utes in the collection of Bharat Kala Bhavan. Prof Mridula
Sinha, ex- Dean, Faculty of Visual Arts, BHU, gave a con-
temporary take on the continued influence of Shakti
as an inspiration in the contemporary art field.
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The employees of the gov-
ernment at Centre and in

the state on Tuesday took out
a rally demanding the restora-
tion of  old pension scheme.

Under the banner of Kendra
Avam Rajya Karmachari
Samanway Manch, the employ-
ees of the central and state gov-
ernments gathered at the
General Post Office in Nadesar
and took out a rally from there
to the district headquarter
demanding restoration of the old
pension scheme.  They drew
attention of the government at
Centre and in the state regard-
ing their demand and threatened
to launch an agitation if their
demand is not met.
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Aheavy rush of devotees is
expected to throng various

temples of goddesses during
the next nine days of Vasantik
(also known as Chaitra)
Navratri, starting from
Wednesday in this holy city.
Meanwhile, rush was seen at
shops selling various puja arti-
cles as a large number of peo-
ple offer prayers at their homes
during the Navratri. Though as
per the tradition, on the first
day of this Navratri, the devo-
tees offer prayers at
Mukhnirmalika Gauri temple
(Hanuman temple of Gaighat)
but generally it is seen that
heavy rush is also seen at
Shailputri temple (Alaipura)
apart from Durga Mandir
(Durgakund).  

This religious city has sep-
arate temples of all the nine
Devis and nine Gauris where
the devotees offer prayers on
different days of Shardiya and
Vasantik Navratra respectively.
Preparations have already start-
ed being made at all these tem-
ples of Gauris which are
expected to see a rush of devo-
tees during this Navratri.

On the second day of this
Navratri, the devotees offer
prayers at Jyesth Gauri temple
at Saptasagar (Karnaghanta),
while on the third day at
Saubhagya Gauri

(Satyanarayan temple,
Gyanvapi which is now a part
of Vishwanath Corridor),
fourth day at Shringar Gauri
(adjacent to Gyanvapi
Mosque), fifth day at
Vishalakshi Gauri
(Dharmakoop, Meerghat),
sixth day at Lalita Gauri (Lalita
Ghat), seventh day at Bhavani
Gauri (Shri Ram temple,
Annapurna temple), eighth
day at Mangala Gauri
(Panchganga Ghat) and ninth

day at Mahalaxmi Gauri
(Laxmi Kund).

Meanwhile, preparations
are also going on at different
places where programmes will
be organised to welcome the
Navsavatsar (New Year) as per
Hindu Calendar.
Shankaracharya of Jyotish
Peeth Swami
A v i m u k t e s h w a r a n a n d
Saraswati who is camping in
the city these days will release
Sanatani Panchang after offer-

ing arghya to Lord Surya at 5.45
am at Kedar Ghat.  Besides,
several programmes will also
be organised at Assi and Tulsi
ghats. 

During the Navratra, it is
expected that a large number of
devotees will also visit
Vindhyachal in Mirzapur dis-
trict, about 65 kilometres from
here. The Roadways has made
all preparations running its
buses frequently from Cantt
depot. 
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Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
launched a three-day mas-

sive cleanliness drive in all the
100 wards here on Tuesday
which will continue till March
23, the eve of the arrival of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in the city on March 24. On the
first day of the campaign,
Regional President (Kashi)
Mahesh Chand Srivastava led
the group of party workers at
Subah-e-Banaras site, Assi Ghat
and offered shramdaan to
make the site clean. He was
accompanied by regional
spokesman Navratna Rathi and
many others.

Similarly, UP Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
Ravindra Jaiswal led the group
of his followers and party
workers to launch the cleanli-
ness drive near the statue of
Sardar Patel at Maldahiya
crossing. His colleague in the
Yogi government and UP
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Dr Dayashankar
Mishra ‘Dayalu’ offered his
shramdaan during the cleanli-
ness campaign at Girjaghar
crossing in the morning.

Besides, former UP
Minister and MLA from City
South Dr Neelkanth Tiwari
launched the cleanliness drive
at Lahurabir Park, while MLA
from Varanasi Cantonment
Saurabh Srivastava at
Sonbhadra Talab (Assi). City
President Vidyasagar Rai along
with party workers offered

shramdaan at Nonra Mata
Temple, while outgoing Mayor
Mridula Jaiswal at Bhikharipur
Pokhara, Naripur. Apart from
them in the city areas, the
cleanliness drive was also
launched in the district, espe-
cially in the rural areas to
mobilise the people towards the
arrival of Modi who
had launched his Clean
India Mission from the city in
2014.

The MLA of Ajgara assem-
bly T Ram  led the party work-
ers in the campaign at Danganj
market, while Zila Panchayat

Chairperson Poonam Maurya
at Manduadih crossing under
Rohaniya legislative assembly
and district BJP president
Hansraj Vishwakarma at
Khandwa Pokhara which also
comes under Rohaniya Vidhan
Sabha constituency.

Earlier, the District
Magistrate S Rajalingam
inspected the sites of various
projects to be inaugurated dur-
ing the visit of PM. He inspect-
ed the new building construct-
ed under Smart City Project in
Composite School at
Mahmoorganj. Apart from a

library, nine rooms including a
smart class room have
been built there with the
cost of Rs 1. 84 crore.

The DM also inspected the
3,525 metre road constructed
in Chandpur Industrial Area at
a cost of Rs 4.94 crore. While
seeing drain tiles and wall
paintings along the road, he
expressed displeasure over the
bad wall painting and instruct-
ed the concerned to get the
same painted again. He also
inspected the solar plant built
in the premises of Bhelupur Jal
Sansthan.
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SP chief Akhilesh Yadav’s
picture with Mohammad

Ghulam, the shooter who shot
Umesh Pal, is now going viral
on social media. Earlier,
Akhilesh’s picture with Sadaqat
Khan, who hatched the con-
spiracy of this murder case, had
gone viral. A reward of Rs 5
lakhs on shooter Mohammad
Ghulam has already been
announced.

A notice has been given to
raze the house of Sabir and
Muslim Guddu seen in the
CCTV footage of the Umesh
Pal shootout. 

Their houses have been
built without getting the map
passed. 

The PDA will soon raze
both the houses. The PDA has
asked for police force to
demolish the houses of both
the shooters.

On Monday the Prayagraj
Development Authority razed
the house of Mohammad
Ghulam located on Rasulabad
Ghat Road to the ground with
two bulldozers. 

A picture of Mohammad
Ghulam along with
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav went viral on
social media late in the
evening after the house was
demolished.

In the picture, Ghulam is
seen wearing a black safari suit
standing at number three
from the left side of Akhilesh
Yadav. Dharmendra Yadav is
also present. 

A video has surfaced of
shooters Sabir and Guddu
Muslim, who were involved in
the Umesh Pal murder case,
with Ali Ahmed, son of Atiq
Ahmed.

Along with Ali, shooter
Sabir and Guddu Muslim are
also clearly visible. This video
is being told from City
Western Assembly constituen-
cy. 

A few days before the
Umesh Pal murder case the
absconding wife of Atiq
Ahmed, Shaista Parveen had
gone to the house of Sabir, a
shooter carrying a reward of
Rs 5 lakh. 

A CCTV footage related

to Umesh murder case has
been handed over to the Uttar
Pradesh Police. In this CCTV
footage, Shaista Parveen is
seen with shooter Sabir. A few
days before Umesh’s  murder,
Shaista was caught on CCTV
footage visiting Sabir’s
house. On the basis of this
footage, the police has started
identifying the accused
belonging to the Atiq gang.
This footage has also been
saved as proof.

Several STF teams raided
Agra in search of Asad, son of
Atiq Ahmed in the Umesh
murder case. It is reported that
the STF has detained four sus-
pects and they are being inter-
rogated. 

According to sources, on
Monday morning, the
Lucknow STF team raided
Fatehpur Sikri area in Agra.

SCHOOLS TO BE EVAL-
UATED ON PATTERN OF
VARSITIES, COLLEGES:
The secondary schools recog-
nised by the UP Secondary
Education Board will now be
evaluated on the pattern uni-
versities and degree colleges

are assessed. The state cur-
rently has 2,273 government-
run secondary schools, 4,512
government-aided and over
22,000 unaided secondary
schools.

In fact, this will be simi-
lar to the assessment system
already in place for assessing
the performance of higher
educational institutions of the
country by the National
Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC).

Under the provisions of
new National Education
Policy (NEP)-2020, the state
Secondar y Education
department has sent a propos-
al to the state government to
set up Uttar Pradesh’s own
State School Standards
Authority to ensure that all
schools follow certain mini-
mal professional and quality
standards.

As a part of it, all sec-
ondary schools of the state
will be evaluated at least once
every five years on the basis of
points awarded against set
parameters like academics,
sports and resources etc.
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Basic Shiksha Adhikari
(BSA), Prayagraj, Praveen

Kumar Tiwari has been award-
ed at the national level for the
innovative work done in the
field of basic education. Union
education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan will pre-
sent the award in a programme
scheduled in New Delhi on
March 23. Along with BSA
Prayagraj, the block education
officer (BEO) Kaudihar,
Omprakash Mishra too have
been conferred with the hon-
our. Kumar has been credited
with forming an old student
council in government schools
of the district. This has helped
in increasing resources and
strengthening the systems in
many schools. The initiative
was started in August 2020
from Jaunpur and continued in
Prayagraj too. Now, old stu-
dents’ councils have been
formed in 2,853 schools in the
district, Kumar said. The mem-
bers of the council are
informed about the school
activities by holding a meeting
on the first Wednesday of every
month. Their suggestions and
cooperation are also taken.
Apart from this, prayer is being
conducted in all schools with a
public announcement system
accompanied by drum and
band. “There is special enthu-
siasm among students regard-
ing this. To improve the district
and government schools, funds
have been arranged from other
funding agencies including
Smart City Project,” Tiwari
said. The BSA said he has
started a new tradition in the
office that the helper of the
desk whose work is completed
in a week is honoured. BEO
Kaudihar said he arranged for
student signature register (like
teacher attendance register) in
classes of all schools of his
block. This helped in instilling
greater retention and confi-
dence in students. When chil-
dren leave the class, they sign
it.

WORKERS FOR
RESTORATION OF OLD
PENSION SCHEME: A large
number of workers under the
aegis of United Forum staged
a protest for the restoration of
the old pension scheme  here
on Tuesday. In this dharna, 93
organisations, including
Lekhpal Sangh, Chakbandi
Lekhpal Sangh, Revenue
Lekhpal Sangh, Amin Sangh,
etc extended their support. 
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District Magistrate Sanjay
Khatri inspected Upper

Primary School, Ghurpur, Jasra
and Kasturba Gandhi
Residential Girls’ School on
Tuesday. During the inspection
he checked the quality of edu-
cation of the children. When
the children were asked the
table, multiplication and mean-
ing of English words, most of
the children could not give the
answer. The DM expressed
strong displeasure and direct-
ed the teachers to teach with
hard work.

The DM inspected the
Kasturba Gandhi Residential
Girls School, Jasra, and
inquired about cleanliness,
catering system, quality of food
served to children etc. The DM
also inspected the hostel. He
took information about chil-
dren’s education, books, food
etc. He said the children should
not face any kind of problem
and food should be given there
according to the menu. The
biometric machine was found
to be fine along with the
arrangements. Basic Education
Officer Praveen Tiwari was
also present. 

TOLL TAX: Commuting
between  Kanpur-Prayagraj by
road is going to be expensive.
The revised rates can be imple-
mented from April 1. 

The NHAI has made
preparations to increase the toll
tax on Delhi, Sagar, Jhansi and
Lucknow highways. However,
the maximum increase will be
on the Chakeri Prayagraj
national highway. There can be
an increase of 50 to 60 per cent
on the two tolls falling on this
route. The NHAI is widening
the Chakeri to Prayagraj high-
way to Kokhraj, 145 km away.
Ninety nine per cent work of
converting it from four lane to

six lane has been completed.
PNC is doing this work since
2019. There are two toll plazas
Badori and Katoghan till
Prayagraj. In Badori the toll tax
for four wheelers, including
cars, is Rs 70 one way.

NHAI Project Director
Aman Rohilla said toll tax on

Kanpur-Prayagraj Highway has
not been increased since 2019,
the work of six-laning of this
route will be completed this
month.

On returning on this high-
way in 24 hours, the fee for
both the ways is Rs 105.
According to the estimated

rate, with an increase of 50 to
60 per cent, there can be a one-
way tax of about Rs 105.
According to NHAI, a propos-
al to increase the toll tax has
been prepared and sent to the
ministry. The increased toll tax
will be charged after 12 mid-
night on March 31. 
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A little bird, with plumage brown,
Beside my window flutters down,
A moment chirps its little strain,
Ten taps upon my window–pane,
And chirps again, and hops along,
To call my notice to its song;
But I work on, nor heed its lay,
Till, in neglect, it flies away.

In my childhood, I remem-
ber the above lines from
the first African American

poet, Paul Laurence Dunbar
(1872-1906). Giving these
spunky naughty birds broken
rice grains to feed on, watch-
ing them wait impatiently
for their food. This was as
grandma and mother would
clean grain in the open veran-
da – the sparrows were a part
of our lives back in the hills.
Ever since this friendly com-
panion of ours is missing
from the metropolitan cities,
the poem seems to hold more
relevance as the poet observes
that this “Bird of peace and
hope and love” has left us,
since, “We in traffic’s rush and
din/Too deep engaged to let
them in/With deadened heart
and sense plod on/Nor know
our loss till they are gone”.

The sparrows have disap-
peared so quietly that no one
has noticed them go. Either
that or in the din of city life,

people have been too busy to
even notice their choral chirp-
ing, let alone miss their pres-
ence. The house sparrow
(Passer domesticus) is no
longer what it used to be – our
‘common’ friend. According
to scientists, sparrows thrived
around human beings and
where grain was abundant.
Lack of nesting sites in mod-
ern concrete buildings, disap-
pearing kitchen gardens and
a general apathy of humans
towards this small but attrac-
tive bird have deprived them
of their general habitat.

We remembered this
‘common’ household member
on “World Sparrow Day” on
March 20 – a result of a vig-
orous campaign by scientist-
conservationist Mohammad
Dilawar, founder of "Natura
Forever”. But we also need to
be serious as this little bird is
gradually edging towards

extinction and is listed in the
Red List of endangered
species of the International
Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), as well as of
the Royal Society for
Protection of Birds (RSPB),
United Kingdom.

There is a sharp decline in
many places in India such as
Punjab, Haryana, West
Bengal, Kerala, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, etc. However, a ray
of hope has emerged with the
“State of India’s Birds 2000”
report, which suggests that
the population of House
Sparrows has been fairly sta-
ble for the past 25 years. The
report is based on 10 million
observations contributed by
over 15,500 birdwatchers
since 2000, to an online por-
tal called eBird. It suggests
that the population of House
Sparrows has been fairly sta-
ble for the past 25 years.

The history of the house
sparrow is also fascinating. It
was the ancient Romans who
introduced the house sparrow
to Europe from North Africa
and Eurasia. Scientific stud-
ies also point to the astonish-
ing fact that wherever there is
a human population, spar-
rows follow them there. Fossil
evidence from a cave in

Bethlehem dating back
4,00,000 years suggests that
the house sparrow shared its
space with early humans.
Conservationists attribute the
decline in the population of
house sparrows to the
unfriendly architecture of our
homes. This is because of
chemical fertilisers in our
crops, noise pollution that dis-
turbs the acoustic environ-
ment and noxious exhaust
fumes from vehicles. A report
further attributed the deplet-
ing population of sparrows to
the increased use of packed
food, insecticides in farming,
and changing lifestyles. This
resulted in inadequate food
supplies for the birds. They
also feel that unlike pigeons
that can make nests on ledges,
sparrows need cavities to
build their nests. Since the
newly constructed defective
architectural matchbox style
buildings don’t have cavities,
sparrows are left homeless.

Ornithologists suggest
that people should provide
some places in their homes
for shelter, where sparrows
can easily make their own
nests and lay their eggs.

(The writer is programme
executive, Gandhi Smriti

and Darshan Samiti)
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Adivasi and the youngest to become pres-
ident of the country, how many people in
this country really know about the lives of
different Adivasi tribes? The average
Indian citizen has little to no knowledge
about Adivasis, their varied cultures, reli-
gions and beliefs. The Adivasi communi-
ties, constituting about 40 percent of the
displaced, therefore earnestly look forward
to president Murmu to immediately look
into their grave situations and reduce the
pain of their displacement through her
good offices.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — It is obvious that if the opposition
does not come together, then the BJP's
majority in the upcoming 2024 elections is
certain. Uniting the opposition is extreme-
ly difficult.  There are the following reasons

for this. In Bihar, RJD and JDU together are
creating an atmosphere to make Nitish
Kumar as the prime minister of India. On
the other hand, in the last election, the coor-
dination of BSP and SP with Congress did
not prove successful.

Turning to other parties, there is a
direct contest between TMC and
Congress in some political areas. And the
Aam Aadmi Party, which has recently
emerged as a national party, is in the
process of replacing the Congress and
becoming the opposition itself. Although
not impossible. For a better position the
opposition will have to focus more on
ground issues like inflation, employ-
ment, education and poverty.

Rohit Pandey | New Delhi
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Sir — It is strange that when we can expe-
rience bliss everyday,   a day is earmarked
by the U.N. General Assembly to create
awareness about the value of happiness in
one's life. It passed a resolution to the effect
on 12 July 2012 and proclaimed 20 March
as the International Day of Happiness.
While it is astonishing that mankind has
devised a benchmark for calculating the
happiness index , the true nature of hap-
piness cannot be ascertained. It is relative
and differs from person to person. For
some, money, muscle power ,well paid jobs,
and material achievement constitute hap-
piness . On the other hand, others hark
back on name, fame , social status , fami-
ly life to be happy . Still others equate hap-
piness to leading a luxurious life.

We tend to let our desire to achieve
something fade away at some point in our
lives. Our sorrow originates from these rea-
sons, and leading a content life helps us bal-
ance it. Studies have also demonstrated that
work-life balance is a necessary prerequi-
site for harmonious living. However, there
is consensus that happiness is a state of
mind. Still , more often than not people fail
to remain satisfied based on their past expe-
riences. This is because they forget the fact
that true happiness cannot be found in the
past or worrying about the future. Instead,
it can be found in  concentrating our body,
mind and soul in the present state of affairs
or living fully in the present .

It does not come from getting what you
want but emanates from wanting what you
have.  

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir — Adivasis are suppressed and still
remain backward in our society and are
treated shabbily despite decades having
rolled by since India’s independence. It is
common at major festivals to see Adivasis
depicted as ‘noble savages’, dancing in feath-
ers and grass skirts. This is for an unin-
formed public to gawk at like creatures in
a zoo. Even as there were celebrations at
Droupadi Murmu becoming the first
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In other words, the health
of almost 40 crore people is
adversely affected by biomass
burning.

Switzerland-based IQAir’s
recent World Air Quality
Report confirmed this. It
ranked Delhi and Rajasthan’s
Bhiwadi fourth on the list of 50
most polluted cities in the
world in 2022. In addition, six
Indian cities figure in the top
10 most polluted cities, 14 in
the top 20, 39 in the top 50,
and 65 in the top 100. In 2021,
there were 61 in the top 100.

No one disputes that the
quality of air is extremely
poor in not just the national
capital but also in entire north-
ern India. It is a diagnosis that
is not just wrong but also dan-
gerously misleading. In addi-
tion, there has been a persis-
tent effort on the part of doc-
trinaire environmentalists to
distract attention from the
real cause.

It is not that a non-vehic-
ular source of pollution was
never suspected or detected. In
July 2021, for instance, a study
by IIT Kanpur’s Tripathi found
that in summer, 52 per cent of
Delhi’s PM 2.5 concentration
was because of dust.

Yet, the entire debate
about the cause of air pollution
revolved around vehicles, espe-
cially cars. This was the reason
that the Delhi Government

under Arvind Kejriwal opted
for the odd-even scheme to
curb it.

Nothing could be further
from the truth. According to
the latest National Family
Health Survey-5, just about 8
per cent of Indian households
own cars. In Delhi, one in five
households owns a car. In
comparison, in Helsinki, the
third cleanest city in the world,
there are more than two cars
for every individual. In gener-
al, Western nations have more
cars per household than in
India, and yet the air there is
much cleaner than in our
country.

At the heart of the problem
of air pollution in India is not
automobile density (which is
low anyway) but illegal urban-
isation; slums and unautho-
rised localities are destroying
our cities. The consequences
are rampant encroachments,
unregulated and dangerous
construction, solid waste
dumping, contamination and
death of water bodies, drying
of aquifers, and countless
more. Unsurprisingly, many
areas become dust bowls—and
are shrouded in a haze caused
by biomass burning.

Addressing these issues
presupposes a fundamental
change in governance and
politics. This certainly involves
actions that would be disliked

by the beneficiaries of chaot-
ic urbanisation: the residents,
the local authorities, the local
politicians, the bleeding-heart
activists, even certain sections
of the media. Anybody deter-
mined to clean up the mess
runs the risk of being brand-
ed as ‘anti-poor,’ heartless, etc.

It begins with a win-win
situation. The original
landowners get much higher
prices than they would have
got had they sold it as farm-
land; those with meager
resources get a house of their
own; the officials concerned
get bribes; local politicians
provide protection from legal
action and get votes in return;
and all manner of employers
get a cheap workforce.

Few are interested in the
real analysis of the situation,
for that would mean chal-
lenging the dogmas of
received wisdom.

The flourishing tribe of
activists is certainly not inter-
ested in anything that hurts
their shibboleths. Besides, it is
easier to blame everything on
those who are better off, like car
owners. So, fake analysis con-
tinues, with horrifying conse-
quences, as underlined by the
IQAir report.

(The writer is Resident
Editor, The Pioneer, New

Delhi. The views expressed
are personal)
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If there is anything more pol-
luted than Delhi’s air, it is
the discourse on the envi-
ronment. For years, we were
told that vehicular emis-

sions were the root cause of dirty
air in the national capital. Now,
the most authoritative study on
the subject has pointed out that
the real reason is something else:
biomass burning. The propo-
nents of the vehicles-pollute-
Delhi narrative are conspicuous
by their silence on the matter.

According to the US Energy
Information Administration,
“Biomass is a renewable organic
material that comes from plants
and animals.” It includes wood
and wood processing wastes,
agricultural crops and waste
materials, biogenic materials in
municipal solid waste, and animal
manure and human sewage.

The study, led by the Indian
Institute of Technology Kanpur,
had contributions from 19 schol-
ars and experts from the
Physical Research Laboratory,
IIT Delhi, the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), the Paul
Scherrer Institute (PSI),
Switzerland, and University of
Helsinki, Finland. Researcher
Suneeti Mishra and Prof
Sachchida Nand Tripathi, both
from the Department of Civil
Engineering, IIT Kanpur, co-
authored the paper.

In the study, published in the
prestigious Nature Geoscience
journal, the scholars “observed
intense and frequent nocturnal
particle growth events during
haze development in Delhi from
measurements of aerosols and
gases during January-February
at the Indian Institute of
Technology in Delhi... We esti-
mate that this process is respon-
sible for 70 per cent of the total
particle-number concentration
during haze.”

It went on to say “that the
condensation of primary organ-
ic vapours from biomass burning
is the leading cause of the
observed growth.” It further said,
“As uncontrolled biomass burn-
ing for residential heating and
cooking is rife in the Indo-
Gangetic plain, we expect this
growth mechanism to be a source
of ultrafine particles, affecting the
health of 5 per cent of the world’s
population and impacting the
regional climate.”
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(The writer, a retired Lt
Gen, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka,
& founder member of
the Defence Planning

Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence

Staff; views expressed
are personal)

On Monday, Nepalese Prime
Minister Prachanda won the
confidence vote to start his
third term. India has had far
better relations with Maoist

leader Prachanda than with former PM KP
Oli of CPN (UML). Nepal’s pro-China pol-
icy took a visible turn during Oli’s term.
He politically exploited India’s apparent
rejection of the Constitution, then Foreign
Secretary S Jaishankar’s virtual diktat to
alter and not promulgate it and the 53-day-
long and painful border blockade. Oli
signed agreements with China on trade
and infrastructure, thus replacing India as
the country of last resort.

India’s inept handling of the Kalapani
border dispute allowed Oli to unilateral-
ly incorporate the Kalapani-Lipulekh-
Limpiadora areas in Nepal with an
unprecedented 100 per cent parliamentary
vote. Zealous and overconfident, he
accused India of cheating Nepal and
hurled insults at us. The war of words abat-
ed only after New Delhi launched its
charm offensive by sending R&AW chief
Goyal, former Chief of Army Staff Gen
Naravane, and former foreign secretary
Shringla.

This helped mend relations. The vis-
its paid off and it was business as usual,
as Oli realised that no Nepal government
could tread on India’s toes and survive.
Oli’s transformation, rather than his 
taming by New Delhi, was a lesson in
diplomacy.

Oli’s survival as Prime Minister was
aided by President Bidya Debi Bhandari
(UML). She violated norms and even the
Constitution by ensuring Oli’s longevity as
leader of the House till the Supreme Court
intervened, not once but twice. The new
pro-China Left alliance collapsed much to

the dismay of Beijing which had
invested considerable resources in
its survival.

Third time Prime Minister
Prachanda has played the long
game. He was compelled by the
former prime minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba, who served five
terms, to jump ship to support Oli
as Deuba vacillated offering 
prime- ministership to Prachanda.
For Prachanda’s party, the Maoists,
had won only 32 seats in the 
elections.

Still Prachanda claimed he
commanded the support of 64
seats. When Deuba hesitated, with-
out blinking, he joined the peren-
nial foe Oli. But Prachanda was
never comfortable with his deci-
sion to join Oli and had sought to
return to Deuba. The opportuni-
ty was provided by President
Paudel. Prachanda argued that
when Oli became Prime Minister,
the top three positions — of the
PM, the President and the Speaker
— would be from the same party,
leading to authoritarian rule.

Prachanda is no longer a big
fan of China. During the Civil War
era, Maoists fancied Mao and
other communist leaders but saw
communist states on the decline.
He is pro-Nepal and knows that
Nepal can benefit from two fast-
growing economies.

Unfortunately for him, India-
China relations have plummeted
after the Chinese aggression in
Ladakh. When he first became
prime minister in 2008, his first
visit was to China for the Olympics.

But his first political visit was to
India, for which he has a soft cor-
ner. Nine out of ten years he
directed the Maoist insurgency,
mostly from Noida, UP. Maoists
used to say nasty things about India
and the US during those days, but
acknowledged India’s role in end-
ing the conflict and paving the path
for peace and democracy.

Prachanda will shortly expand
his cabinet to accommodate the 11
parties that support him. As he
replaces his foreign minister, the
parliamentary foreign affairs com-
mittee will be responsible for mak-
ing a decision on the Agnipath
Scheme, which has been pending
for nine months now. The feedback
from Nepal is not encouraging, as
the ruling party will be constrained
by UML and other communists
from supporting the four-year
recruitment scheme with no post-
retirement outlets.

Communists in Nepal have
always criticised Gorkhas joining
foreign armies, especially the
Indian Army. In addition, the
Prachanda Government's support
for the scheme drew criticism
from UML for being pro-India.

Agnipath is discriminatory
and in breach of the tripartite
agreement 1947. This is because
Indian Agniveers will have 10 per
cent reservation in the Border
Security Force and the Central
Industrial Security Force, but
Nepalese citizens are not eligible for
these organisations.

People also say that 90 per cent
of those who join the Indian Army

are Jan Jatis and not Brahmins and
Chhetris who constitute decision-
making at political and bureaucrat-
ic levels. They will not worry
about the Indian and Nepali
Armies' relationships and history.
India could have helped end the
problem by simply removing the
Nepali Gorkhas from Agnipath.

On 10 March was Nepal Army
Day. The Nepal Embassy com-
memorated the event by highlight-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s speech in the Nepalese
Parliament: “India has fought no
war in which Nepali blood has not
been shed.” Given the warped
Agniveer idea, soon there may be
no Nepalese joining the Army. It's
time Modi’s most trusted Foreign
Minister Jaishankar devoted more
time on Nepal, further fostering
India’s Neighbourhood First Policy.

Prachanda’s first visit abroad is
to India next month, though
China’s Ambassador Chen Song
tried to get him to China first.
India’s impeccable conduct of non-
interference during elections in
stark contrast to traditional charges
of micro-management in the past
has won it kudos.

With Prachanda at the helm,
New Delhi can start with a clean
slate. Just as Jaishankar has won
over Sri Lanka with economic sus-
tenance, he can begin the recov-
ery programme in Nepal. With
Deuba as leader of a single largest
party and a prime minister, India
has a winning hand to play the
game. The ball is in Jaishankar’s
court
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Assam is on a vigorous
drive through penal
actions under the

Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
and the Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act (PCMA). Over
4,000 cases have been regis-
tered and more than 3,000
people arrested, including
many fathers, brothers and
Muslim and Hindu priests, as
'facilitators'. The Assam Chief
Minister vowed to eliminate
the menace of child marriages
in the state by 2026.

Amid massive public out-
rage, the Gauhati High Court
criticised such large-scale
arrests with non-bailable
charges, and insisted on 'soci-
ety-driven change'. The
Opposition claimed it was for
'political gains'.

Many legal experts vouch

for the law as a means to set
new norms and practices.
India had the Child Marriage
Restraint Act, 1929, subse-
quently replaced by the exist-
ing PCMA, 2006, raising the
minimum age of marriage to
18 years for women and 21
years for men.

Now, a move is afoot to
make it gender-neutral at 21.
It was claimed by the votaries
of the amendment Bill that the
move would enhance girls'
agency, their reproductive
autonomy, and reduce gender
inequality. However, oppo-
nents contended that “it is not
a sufficient condition to bring
in changes in the mindsets of
people,” as it fails to address the
underlying socio-economic
and cultural factors that push
many resource-poor families,
who are also the worst victims

of emergencies, such as inter-
nal conflicts, natural disasters
or the pandemic, into under-
age marriage of girls, either to
avoid higher dowry or as a way
to ‘protect’ the girls.

A national network of
adolescents from rural and
semi-urban areas suggested
to the task force set up for the
purpose that focus should be
more on “the disadvantaged
rural contexts through ade-
quate resourcing for quality
education, employment, safe-
ty, mobility, and the freedom
to choose when, and who to
marry, as child marriages are
closely tied to low levels of edu-
cation and poverty”

While, as per the NCRB
data, an abysmally low num-
ber of cases booked under the
PCMA, only 785 in 2020, and
a study by the Partners for Law

in Development found that 65
per cent of them are filed by
disapproving parents against
eloping daughters, and male
partners of their choice have
been punished as criminals.
Child rights activists fear the
proposed legislation would
further increase the misuse of
the law, criminalising all ado-
lescent sexuality.

However, in today's soci-
ety, the existing PCMA has
undoubtedly created some
awareness, encouraging many
girls to stop or delay their mar-
riages. The successive NFHS
data also registered a declining
trend in the proportion of girls
marrying below 18 years from
47 per cent in NFHS-3 (2005-
06) to 27 per cent in NFHS-4
(2015-16), and, now, to 23 per
cent in NFHS-5 (2020-21).

Studies also ruled out that

early marriage is linked to high
fertility. In most of the states,
including states with relative-
ly high prevalence rates of
child marriages, fertility rates
have been dropping.

The NFHS-5 data corrob-
orated that mother and child
health indicators like MMR,
have decreased by 80 per cent
(113 per lakh live births in
2016-18 from 556 in 1990),
and, the IMR by 69 per cent
(35 per 1,000 births in 2019-
21, from 114 in 1990). A par-
liamentary question in 2021,
confirmed that there is no
credible data to suggest that
child marriage is the major
reason for affecting the IMR
and MMR. Instead, factors like
health, nutrition, and lack of
medical facilities adversely
impact them.

Moreover, a correlation

study in 109 districts of 19
states by the CRY, analysing
NFHS-5 data and Education
Ministry's Performance
Grading Index scores of
Districts (PGI-D) (2019-20)
on indicators like effective
classroom transactions, infra-
structure and students’ entitle-
ments, school safety, etc, found
that “education remains the
most powerful tool to curb
child marriages.” For instance,
in Uttar Pradesh, the districts
with comparatively higher per-
centage of women having 10 or
more years of schooling like
Lucknow (51.9 per cent),
Gautam Buddha Nagar (51.9
per cent), Varanasi (55 per
cent), and Allahabad (47.6
per cent) had significantly
lower percentages of child
marriage cases—9.9 per cent,
13.5 per cent, 10.4 per cent,

and 13.8 per cent, respective-
ly. While districts like Badaun
(21.6 per cent), Lakhimpur-
Kheri (28.7 per cent), and
Kaushambi (31.9 per cent)
with lower percentage of
women having 10 or more
years of schooling, had high-
er percentage of child marriage
at 22.9 per cent, 19.7 per cent,
and 17.6 per cent, respective-
ly. Over 10 million girls have
been married as a result of the
pandemic, according to
UNICEF's report last year. As
an antidote, it urged nations to
“invest more in girls' educa-
tion, secondary education, in
particular.” In addition, it was
found that “better educated
women tend to participate
more in the formal labor mar-
ket, earn higher incomes, and
thus, lift their families out of
poverty...”
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(The author of a former
Director General of

Doordarshan and All  India
radio)
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The Opposition parties on
Tuesday hit out at the BJP-

led government over fugitive
diamantaire Mehul Choksi's
removal from the Interpol
database of Red Notices, say-
ing while the Opposition was
being targeted by the
Enforcement Directorate and
CBI, its "friend" was being let
off.

While Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said talk
of patriotism by those giving
"protection" to such people is
a "joke", West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
alleged that businessmen
Gautam Adani and fugitive
diamantaire Mehul Choksi are
the "best friends" of the BJP-
led government at the Centre
and saffron party was working
only for these people. The
Aam Aadmi Party accused
the Centre of trying to save
fugitive diamantaire Mehul
Choksi after his name was
removed from the Interpol
database of Red Notices.

In a tweet,  former
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
said, "'Vipaksh ko ED, CBI,
Mitr ko rihaai' (ED, CBI for
the Opposition, let off for
friend)." "'Modani' model mat-
lab pehle looto, phir bin sazaa
ke chooto' (Modani model
means first loot and then go
scott-free without punish-
ment)," he said.

"They are doing things to
divert attention from real
issues. Our embassies are
being attacked. People who
have run away with money
from banks, Mehul Choksi,
those giving protection to

such people talk about patri-
otism, it is a joke." Kharge told
reporters outside the
Parliament.

Hitting out at the BJP
government, the TMC supre-
mo said that banks have no
money and people are not get-
ting their payments even after
working for the 100 days'
work scheme. "... The country
is run by only a few people.
Banks are totally penniless
and the Centre is not giving
money for the 100 days' work
scheme (MGNREGA). But
these people (Adani and
Choksi) have collected lots of

funds," Mamata claimed.
Choksi is wanted in a Rs

13,000 crore bank fraud in
Punjab National Bank and is
holed in Antigua and Barbuda
after fleeing from India in
2018.

AAP Rajya Sabha MP and
spokesperson Raghav Chadha
claimed that Choksi's name
was removed from the
Interpol's Red Notices as
Indian probe agencies failed to
provide “concrete evidence” of
the charges slapped on him.
Choksi had managed to obtain
citizenship of Antigua as the
BJP-led Centre issued a no
objection certificate for this,
Chadha alleged.

“While the government
of India had issued a no objec-
tion certificate to Mehul
Choksi to enable him to
become citizen of Antigua
earlier, the Enforcement
Directorate and the Central
Bureau of Investigation failed
to provide concrete evidence
against him resulting which
his name has been removed
from the Red Notices list,” the
AAP leader alleged.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it will con-

sider whether the pleas chal-
lenging the validity of the elec-
toral bond scheme for political
funding of parties can be
referred to a Constitutional
Bench for an "authoritative
pronouncement". 

The top court's observa-
tions to decide whether the
pleas can be referred to a
Constitutional Bench assume
significance in the wake of the
claim of an NGO, a PIL peti-
tioner on the issue, that so far
Rs 12,000 crore has been paid
to political parties through
electoral bond and the two-
third of the amount has gone
to one major political party and
hence, the matter needed to be
decided expeditiously prior to
the upcoming Karnataka
assembly polls. 

"We will see whether the
petitions can be referred to a
constitution bench on April
11," said the bench comprising
Chief Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justice PS Narasimha.

Lawyer Shadan Farasat, appear-
ing for one of the PIL peti-
tioners, said that the pleas be
referred to a constitution bench
due to the impact of the elec-
toral bond scheme on the
democratic polity and funding
of political parties. Farasat said
the issue needed an "authori-
tative pronouncement" by a
larger bench.   Senior advocate
Dushyant Dave, appearing for
NGO Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR),
also supported the submission
with regard to referring the
batch of PILs to a constitution

bench. 
Dave said the matter be

taken up for in April itself prior
to the upcoming Karnataka
assembly polls. Advocate
Prashant Bhushan sought
urgent hearing, pointing out
that petitions are pending for
the past five years. He said that
the apex court must issue direc-
tion to the Centre not to open
any further window for the sale
of electoral bonds during the
pendency of a case pertaining
to funding of political parties
and alleged lack of trans-
parency in their bank accounts. 

The Government notified
the Electoral Bond Scheme on
January 2, 2018. According to
the provisions of the scheme,
electoral bonds may be pur-
chased by a person who is a cit-
izen of India or incorporated or
established in India. 

An individual can buy elec-
toral bonds, either singly or
jointly with other individuals.
ccording to the notification,
electoral bonds shall be
encashed by an eligible politi-
cal party only through an
account with an authorised
bank.
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Underlining the need for
self-reliance in defence

production, IAF Chief V R
Chaudhari on Tuesday said
here manufacturers should also
focus on indigenous design
and development and not con-
fine themselves only to pro-
duction.

Stressing upon this point,
he also said called for building
offensive and defensive space
capabilities to safeguard assets,
and developing directed ener-
gy weapons that have signifi-
cant advantages over tradi-
tional weapons. Chaudhari also
said stakeholder collaboration
was imperative to achieve self-
reliance, and without it, “we
will wallow in the dark.”

Pointing out that future
wars will be across the entire
spectrum including land, sea,
air, cyber and space, the IAF
chief said “the key to faster
development of niche tech-
nology is to identify core areas
of development, clearly articu-
late requirements, and closely
interact with the industry to
design and develop the tech-
nology.”

Addressing the Def Tech
2023 on “India’s Aerospace
Capabilities And Technology
Requirements”, the IAF chief
said “the weapons of India
@100 would look very differ-
ent from weapons of India @
75”. He went into flashback to
demonstrate the capability dif-
ference due to technological
enhancements over a gap of 25
years, from 1998 to now.

“Directed-energy weapons
and hypersonic weapons have
already been tested and
employed. DEWs, particularly
lasers, provide significant
advantages over traditional
weapons such as precision
engagement, low cost per shot,
logistical benefits and low
detectability,” he said.

Highlighting the need for
all round synergy, Chaudhari
said “well established defence
manufacturing public sector
enterprises must hand-hold
and get the developed tech-

nology into the market for
mass production. Unless all
stake holders come together, I
am afraid, we will continue to
wallow in the dark and not see
tangible progress.”

The race to weaponise
space has already started and
the day is not far when the next
war will be fought across land,
sea, air, cyber and space, he
said. “We need to capitalise on
our initial successes in space

and prepare ourselves for the
future. The Indian aerospace
industry along with other play-
ers like Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and
Defence Space Agency (DSA)
need to collaborate and chalk
out the path for the future,”
Chaudhari said.  He also said
the focus of IAF was on
strengthening indigenous capa-
bilities and upgrading its older
equipment.
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India will continue to face the scourge of ter-
rorism and internal security challenges in the

future, Army Chief General Manoj Pande said
here on Tuesday and assured that the security
forces of the country will "unitedly" tackle them.

He made these observations after inaugu-
rating the All India Police Commando
Competition organised by the National Security
Guard (NSG) at its garrison in Manesar here.

Pande said the new-age technology has
enabled the enemy to perpetrate its activities
using drones, internet, cyberspace and social
media.

“You all know that terrorism and internal
security situation is affecting our country in dif-
ferent ways. We are facing these challenges unit-
edly. Due to this, the (security) situation is
improving in various states.

“These challenges will continue in the future
too. Some of these challenges will be there for
a long time, some will be present indirectly while
some will remain secretly", he said.

Pande said the "possibility" of terrorist

attacks taking place in the country cannot be
ignored as he praised intelligence and security
forces for foiling and thwarting a number of such
designs and networks.

He praised the NSG, a federal counter-ter-
rorist force, for developing special skills in bomb
detection and disposal, sniping, countering
drones as well as effectively coordinating with
other security agencies.

A total of 24 teams from various Central
Armed Police Forces and state police organisa-
tions are participating in the competition that
ends on March 31.
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The second edition of Africa-
India Field Training

Exercise (AFINDEX- 2023)
between India and 23 nations
of the African continent com-
menced on Tuesday at Foreign
Training Node, Aundh, Pune.
It will culminate on March 30.

Nearly 100 participants
from Botswana,  Cameroon,
Egypt, Equatorial Guinea,
Eswatini, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi,
Morocco,  Niger, Nigeria,
Republic of Congo, Rwanda,
Seychelles, Senegal, Sudan,
South Africa, Tanzania,
Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
are attending this unique field

training exercise. The partici-
pants were addressed by Lt
General Rakesh Kapoor, Corps
Commander, Desert Corps,
officials said on Tuesday.

The joint exercise is in
keeping with India's outreach
to Africa, which commenced in
2008 through the India-Africa
Summit and has been there-
after held in 2015 and 2019.

The theme of the exercise
is focused on Humanitarian
Mine Action and Peace
Keeping Operations. The
Military cooperation and
engagement between the par-
ticipating member nations are
vital for refining the interop-
erability and operational pre-
paredness for UN peace keep-
ing operations.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday

filed its first Chargesheet
against 12 accused, found to
have links with pro-Khalistani
outfits and Pak-based conspir-
ators, in one of the three terror-
gangster nexus cases it is inves-
tigating. 

The agency said 10 other
suspects are still under inves-
tigation for their role in the ter-
ror conspiracy, which included
plans to eliminate certain lead-
ers, singers and businessmen to
terrorise people, extort money
from them and create a sensa-
tion.

The NIA investigations
have revealed linkages of the
chargesheeted accused with
Khalistan Tiger Force, a
banned organisation, and its
operative Arshdeep Singh Gill
alias Arsh Dala, a listed
‘Individual Terrorist’.

Besides being in contact
with Pakistan-based conspira-
tors, the accused were also in
touch with pro-Khalistanis ele-
ments based in Canada and
abroad, the NIA said.

The chargesheet filed on
Tuesday in Delhi related to dis-
mantling of the gangster-terror
network, along with their fund-
ing and support infrastruc-
ture.

These gangs were conspir-
ing to carry out targeted
killings and were also raising
funds to carry out these and
other terror activities, as part of
a deep-rooted conspiracy
amongst terrorists, gangsters,
drug smugglers and their net-
works, operating from both
within and outside the country.

The 12 accused
chargesheeted in the case are
Arsh Dala, Gaurav Patyal,
Sukhpreet Buddha, Kaushal
Choudhary, Amit Dagar,
Naveen Bali, Chhotu Bhat, Asif

Khan, Jagga Takhatmal, Tillu
Tajpuria, Bhupi Rana and
Sandeep Bandar.

“The Chargesheet against
them followed six months of
extensive searches and exami-
nation of around 100 members
of different Organised Crime
Support networks by the NIA
at 91 locations in Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Delhi, across 25 districts, i.e.
Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Mohali,
Muktsar, Moga, Ferozepur,
Bhatinda, Sangrur, Patiala in
Punjab; Gurugram, Sirsa,
Yamunanagar, Jhajjar, Rohtak,
Rewari in Haryana: Outer
North, North, Rohini, Dwarka,
North-west, North-East in
Delhi; and Baghpat,
Bulandshahar, Pilibhit,
Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh,” it
said.

The searches led to seizure
of large amounts of incrimi-
nating materials. The NIA has
also unearthed centres created
for harbouring the gang mem-
bers and stocking weapons for
them in various places across
Haryana and Punjab.

Around 20 weapons, 527
rounds of ammunition, 195
digital devices and 281 docu-

ments among others were
seized in these raids and
searches. 

Seven look out circulars
(LOCs) and 10 non-bailable
warrants (NBWs) have so far
been issued as part of the
investigations. Three immov-
able properties and three mov-
able properties have been
attached/seized under
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

“It was revealed during
the investigation that most of
the accused were, till recent-
ly, operating their own sepa-
rate gangs involved in extor-
tion rackets. They initially
transformed into a gangsters’
syndicate to expand their
area of influence in other
states, but soon ended up in
a deadly criminal-terror
nexus after being exposed to
exploitation by terrorist ele-
ments,” the agency said.
Sophisticated weapons and
availability of a large pool of
cheap shooters made the
gangsters’ syndicate an attrac-
tive choice for the terrorist
outfits, it said.  

The case has also brought
to light links of the gangsters

with the music industry,
singers, Kabaddi players and
advocates on the lines of the
pre-1993 Mumbai blasts era
when extensive linkages of
the underworld with the
business people and the film
industry had surfaced, it fur-

ther said.
It has further been found

that family members of many
of the gangsters lodged in
prisons are helping them in
carrying out extortion activ-
ities from behind the bars, it
added. 
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Millets or Shree Anna
(coarse grains) can be

the best bet for India’s fight
against malnutrition and there-
by tuberculosis (TB) in chil-
dren, a Parliamentary panel has
noted as it suggested a millet-
based diet chart should be
included in the central flagship
PM-POSHAN (Pradhan
Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman)
Scheme.

The Committee headed by
Rajya Sabha MP Bhubaneswar
Kalita noted that the twin
problems of malnutrition and
tuberculosis pose challenges
to Health orders in consider-
able magnitude in certain States
in the country. “These two
problems tend to interact with
each other as nutritional status
is significantly lower in patients
suffering from tuberculosis.
Similarly, malnutrition can lead
to immunodeficiency which
increases the person’s suscep-
tibility to infection. In this
light, the Government’s push
for ‘Shree Anna’ (coarse grains)
or millets as announced in

Budget 2023-24 can play a key
role in addressing the challenge
of malnutrition particularly in
children in India,” said the
panel in its report submitted to
Parliament recently.

It recommended the ICMR
to undertake a research project
in coordination with Indian
Institute of Millet Research
and develop a diet chart con-
stituting different types of Shree
Anna including Raagi, Bajra,
Jowar, Ramdana, etc.

“The Committee is hope-
ful that this diet chart, if

included in the PM-POSHAN
Scheme, can go a long way in
improving the nutritional sta-
tus of children and thereby
reducing the TB case load in
the country,” said the report.

The panel’s observations
come in the backdrop of vari-
ous researches showcasing that
these “smart foods” can boost
growth in children and ado-
lescents by 26 – 39% when they
replace rice in standard meals.
The results suggested that mil-
lets can significantly contribute
to overcoming malnutrition.
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An Indian-origin journalist
was assaulted by alleged

Khalistan supporters in British
Columbia while he was cover-
ing an event to welcome Indian
envoy to Canada Sanjay Kumar
Verma there.  The program was
cancelled due to protests.  Some
of them were reportedly wield-
ing swords and blocked the
entry of the venue.

The event was organised
on Sunday at the Taj Park
Convention Centre Surrey to
welcome High Commissioner
of India, Sanjay Kumar Verma's
first visit to the west coast.  He
was scheduled to attend a
reception organized by the
Friends of India and Canada
Foundation in Surrey, British
Columbia.

The event was ultimately
cancelled for security reasons,
Global News, the news and
current affairs division of the

Canadian Global Television
Network, reported.

Indian-origin journalist
Sameer Kaushal, who was at
the venue to cover the protest,
was also assaulted by protest-
ers.  Kaushal, a journalist and
news director with AM600
Sher E Punjab Radio, said
when he arrived at the venue,
he found a large protest and
said demonstrators would not
allow him to access the event.

When he identified himself
as a journalist and asked the
protesters if he could interview
their organisers about their
concerns, things quickly went
sour, he told Global News late
Monday.

“They tried to instigate
the whole crowd.
Approximately 50 to 60 young-
sters, they came around me,
they made a circle, they had
covered their faces with clothes,
and they were just pushing me
and threatening me and abus-
ing me in my mother tongue,”
he said.
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The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Tuesday said
it has made the first arrest in the NGO terror funding

case of Jammu and Kashmir.
Following comprehensive investigations into the NGO

Terror funding case registered in October 2020,  the NIA
arrested Irfan Mehraj from Srinagar late on Monday.

Mehraj was a close associate of Khurram Parvez and was
working with his organization, Jammu and Kashmir
Coalition of Civil Societies (JKCCS), the agency said in a
statement.

“Investigation revealed that the JKCCS was funding ter-
ror activities in the Valley and had also been in the propa-
gation of a secessionist agenda in the Valley under the garb
of protection of human rights,” it said. 

Involvement of some Valley-based NGOs, Trusts and
Societies in funding of terror related activities is being probed
in this case.

Some NGOs, both registered as well as unregistered, have
come to notice for collecting funds domestically and abroad
under the cover of doing charity and various welfare activ-
ities, including public health and education.

But some of these organisations have developed links with
proscribed terrorist organizations, such as Lashkar-e-Toiba
(LeT) and Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) among others.

In a separate case, the NIA has filed the first supple-
mentary chargesheet against one overground worker of pro-
scribed terrorist organization Hizb-ul-Mujahideen Md.
Rafi Najar under various sections of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act in the Jammu
and Kashmir Terrorism Conspiracy Case.

The case relates to the conspiracy hatched by the pro-
scribed terrorist organisations, such as Lashkar-e-Toida (LeT),
Jaish-e-Mohammaed (JeM), Hizb-ul-Mujahideen (HM),
along with their frontal organisations, such as TRF and PAFF,
and their Over Ground Workers operating in Jammu and
Kashmir to undertake violent militant action in Kashmir val-
ley and in other major cities of India, including Delhi.

“Investigations in the case had earlier established the con-
nections of Commanders of these proscribed organisations
based in Pakistan with their operatives in Kashmir valley to
recruit and train the youth in handling of arms and explo-
sives,” the agency said.
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With her Government’s
so-called “integrity
TRP” taking a hit as

never before in the wake of
multi-departmental recruitment
scams (the school level appoint-
ment scandal to begin with)
exploding in the face of the rul-
ing Trinamool Congress pack-
ing a number of her senior min-
isterial and party colleagues off
to jail, Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has decided to
launch a movement against the
BJP Government alleging depri-
vation.

Moments before leaving for
Puri where she would offer
prayers at the Jagannath Temple,
Banerjee on Tuesday said she
would soon start a two-day
dharna against central depriva-
tion. While in Odisha Banerjee
is also likely to meet Chief
Minister Naveen Pattanaik appa-
rently to discuss the possibilities
of an anti-BJP, anti-Congress
Front ahead of the 2024 gener-
al elections.

“We are an ideal case of cen-
tral deprivation … Bengal has
been subjected to a lot of depri-
vation and torment … they
(read the BJP Government)
have not been paying our legit-
imate dues … Why are they not
clearing the funds for 100-days’
work scheme and even the
housing scheme … what is the
reason,” Banerjee asked adding
she would hold a sit-in demon-

stration at the statue of Baba
Saheb Ambedkar in Kolkata.

“In protest against central
deprivation and torture I will
personally sit in a dharna for two
days on March 29 and 30 … the
people must be told the kind of
treatment we are getting …
Bengal is the only state that has
not received a farthing from the
Centre (towards the payment of
MNREGA wages and PMAY
funds) … They did not earmark
anything even in this year’s
Budget,” Banerjee said.

Experts called it a desperate
attempt to turn the popular
attention from the SSC and
other scams and rising discon-
tent inside the party that has
unnerved the top leadership to
an extent that even senior min-
isters have been asked not to
speak out of turn.

“The Centre on the one

hand has blocked the funds
and on the other they are send-
ing inspection teams and agen-
cies” to brow-beat the State,
Banerjee said reminding how
the “agencies are being used for
political reasons only.”

Her dharna resolution
notwithstanding, the sharp sting
in her speech seemed missing on
Tuesday, said experts wondering
whether she was unwilling to
provoke Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah.

This, particularly at a time
when the Enforcement Directo-
rate has told the designated
courts that while in the course
of investigation into the SSC
scam case it has hit goldmines
— in the shape of mobile call
data records that could put top-
most TMC leadership in trou-
ble.
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The cave Shrine of Mata
Vaishno Devi, illuminated

with colorful lights and adorned
with multi-hued flowers, is all set
to welcome the pilgrims from
different parts of India during
the nine day long Navratri fes-
tival beginning from
Wednesday.

The Shrine Board authori-
ties have made elaborate secu-
rity and other necessary arrange-
ments to ensure smooth flow of
pilgrims along the 13 km long
serpentine hilly track connect-
ing the base camp of Katra
with the cave shrine nestled in
Trikuta hills. 

Each pilgrim is provided
with RFID cards for effective
crowd management along the
yatra track.  In addition 24x7
vigil is maintained with the
help of a dedicated CCTV net-
work of over 700 cameras along
the yatra route.

An estimated number of
over 3 lakh pilgrims are expect-
ed to pay obeisance inside the
sanctum sanctorum during the
festival. To accommodate the
rush of pilgrims in the shrine
area a quake resistant five storey
building with a capacity to
accommodate 3000 pilgrims
has been constructed. 

Anshul Garg, Chief
Executive Officer, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
reviewed the arrangements for
pilgrims on the track and other
locations which include water
and power supply along the
track leading to the shrine, san-
itation, medicare and availabil-
ity of special “fast-related” food
at shrine catering outlets.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Tuesday grilled

Bharat Rashtra Samiti (BRS)
leader K Kavitha for over nine
hours after she appeared at the
agency headquarters for the
third round of questioning in the
money laundering case linked to
the Delhi excise policy case.

Till now, the ED had sub-
jected her to questioning for 27-
28 hours during her three
appearances on March 11,
March 20 and Tuesday (March
21). In the first chargesheet
filed by the agency, it alleged that
she was using two mobile
phones whose IMEI changed 10
times. Before her appearance at
agency’s office, the MLC daugh-
ter of Telangana Chief Minister
KC Rao shot off a letter to ED
stating, “These phones are sub-
mitted without prejudice to my
right and contentions and larg-
er contentions whether a
woman’s phone can be intrud-
ed, in the teeth of her right to
privacy”.

Flashing some mobile
phones wrapped in a transpar-
ent sheet, the BRS leader said she
was going to submit them to the
ED. Referring to the charge of
changing IMEI numbers 10
times, she said, “It is baffling to
note as to how, why and under
what circumstances the agency
made such allegations when I
was not even summoned or
asked any questions.” Accusing
the agency of making insinua-
tions the leader said she was sub-
mitting the phones to dispel any
notion or “adverse impression”
that the agency is trying to cre-
ate.
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Security was increased at
Union Minister Nitin

Gadkari’s home and office in
Nagpur on Tuesday after a man
made three calls threatening to
harm the senior BJP leader if Rs
10 crore was not paid to him, a
police official said. 

The caller identified himself
as one Jayesh Pujari, alias Jayesh
Kantha, the same person whose
name had been used to make
similar calls to the Minister’s
office in January, he said.

Rahul Madane, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (zone
II), said three calls, two in the
morning and one around 12
noon, were made to Gadkari’s
public relations office, opposite
Orange City Hospital in Nagpur. 

The person demanded Rs
10 crore and threatened to harm
the minister, who holds the
portfolio of road transport and
highways, if the money was not
paid, he said.

After being alerted by
Gadkari’s staff, the city police
have started an investigation, he

said. Security has been beefed up
at the minister’s home and office,
said the DCP.

On January 14, a man iden-
tifying himself as Pujari had
made threat calls to Gadkari’s
public relations office, demand-
ing Rs 100 crore. The caller
claimed that he was a member
of the Dawood Ibrahim gang. 

Pujari, who is lodged in
Hindalga jail in Karnataka’s
Belagavi after being sentenced to
death in a murder case, had
denied his involvement in the
calls.
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The Centre on Tuesday cau-
tioned Government employ-

ees and staffers of face conse-
quences if they participate in any
kind of protest or strike. The
instructions issued by the
Department of Personnel &
Training (DoPT) to Secretaries
of all Central Government
departments prohibited gov-
ernment servants from partici-
pating in any form of strike,
including mass casual leave, go-
slow, sit-down etc.

The directives came in the
wake of district-level rallies
planned to be organised across
the country on Tuesday by the
National Joint Council of Action
(NJCA) under the banner of
‘Joint Forum for Restoration of
old pension scheme (OPS)’

“There is no statutory pro-

vision empowering the employ-
ees to go on strike. The Supreme
Court has also agreed in sever-
al judgments that going on a
strike is a grave misconduct
under the conduct rules and that
misconduct by the government
employees is required to be
dealt with in accordance with
the law,” the order said.

Any employee going on

strike in any form, including
protest, would face the conse-
quences which, besides deduc-
tion of wages, may also include
appropriate disciplinary action,
it said. “The central government
employees under your min-
istry/departments may, there-
fore, be suitably informed of the
aforesaid instructions under the
conduct rules issued by this
department and other regula-
tions upheld by the Supreme
court. This may be dissuaded
from resorting to strike in any
form including protest,” it asked
all the central government
departments.

Instructions may be issued
not to sanction Casual Leave or
other kind of leave to employ-
ees if applied for, during the peri-
od of the proposed protest/strike
and ensure that the willing
employees are allowed hin-
drance free entry into the office
premises, the order said.

�������������0�$�����������
�"������@�����"�4.)�������

'�� 	��2�	.
���1�G1��H>
��4.)�
���)��?)�.:�<�!�941
�?1	&.��G)��)��.��

Justice NS Shekhawat asked Punjab
Advocate General Vinod Ghai how
Amritpal Singh gave police the slip when
the whole operation was meticulously
planned, and called it an intelligence
failure.

The affidavit said a police team had
signalled Singh’s cavalcade – a Mercedes
and three other cars – to stop at the
checkpoint they had set up near
Khilchian police station in Amritsar
(Rural) district.

But the cavalcade broke through the
checkpoint.

The preacher and his companions
were then spotted near a government
school in Jalandhar’s Salema village, dri-
ving rashly in an Isuzu pick-up. He was
allegedly brandishing a .315 rifle to cre-
ate fear among the people.

They later abandoned this car,
according to the affidavit.

At  a  media  br ief ing,  Punjab
Inspector  General  of  Pol ice
(Headquarter) Sukhchain Singh Gill
said CCTV footage from Jalandhar
showed Amritpal Singh in a Brezza car,
which has now been seized from one of
the four men arrested for helping him
escape.

Questioning these men, police learnt
that Singh went to a gurdwara in
Jalandhar’s Nangal Ambian village

“There he changed his clothes, wore
a shirt and pants and escaped along with
three others on two bikes,” Gill said.

Manpreet Singh alias Manna,
Gurdeep Singh alias Deepa, Harpreet
Singh alias Happy and Gurbhej Singh
alias Bheja have been apprehended for
helping him escape, the officer said.

A .315 bore rifle, some swords and
a walkie-talkie set were found in the
seized Brezza car. Police released seven
pictures of Amritpal Singh in different
clothes to help people spot him and
inform police.

Gill said Amritpal’s uncle Harjit
Singh and his driver Harpreet Singh
have been booked in another case after
they made the sarpanch of Uddowal vil-
lage in Jalandhar give them shelter at
gunpoint.

The two had earlier surrendered
before police in Jalandhar. Harjit Singh
is among those sent to the Dibrugarh
jail.

The IG said a group of Nihangs had
held a protest in support of the Waris
Punjab De chief near Shaheedan gurd-
wara in Mohali has now ended. The
protest has ended, and the road again
open traffic, he said.

In his first comment on the police
crackdown, Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann said the action was against those
who were talking about disturbing
peace “at the instance of foreign forces”.

“They will be given the strictest pun-
ishment because the AAP is a staunch
nationalist and honest party,” the CM
said in a video message.

In Delhi, Aam Aadmi Party con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal said the Punjab
government was not afraid of taking
stringent measures to curb criminal
activities in the state.

“When we came to power in Punjab,
people said they can work in the fields

of education, health and power but han-
dling the law and order situation will be
tough,” the Delhi CM said.
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Soon thereafter, a group of angry
protesters entered the Consulate premis-
es and started hitting the door and win-
dows with iron rods.

“That vandalism, it’s just absolute-
ly unacceptable,” John Kirby, National
Security Council Coordinator for strate-
gic communications at the White House,
told reporters late Monday at a daily
news conference, strongly condemning
the incident.

US National Security Advisor (NSA)
Jake Sullivan also condemned the acts
of violence against the Indian Consulate
in San Francisco.

Meanwhile, in London, after alleged
Khalistan supporters grabbed the Indian
Tricolour atop the Indian High
Commission, several Indian diaspora
groups have called for a “We Stand By
High Commission of India” demon-
stration outside India House in London
on Tuesday. It is a show of solidarity fol-
lowing vandalism at the premises by
extremists on Sunday.

Incidentally, there is a planned
protest organised by groups such as the
Federation of Sikh Organisations (FSO)
and Sikh Youth Jathebandi outside the
Indian mission in London on
Wednesday. The Metropolitan Police in
London has indicated that it is aware of
the planned demonstration and securi-
ty measures are expected to be in place.

Indian High Commissioner to the
UK Vikram Doraiswami, meanwhile,
hosted a diaspora briefing at India
House on Monday evening and
addressed the concerns of the commu-
nity leaders following the attack on the
High Commission on Sunday that
resulted in broken windows.

“Appreciated their solidarity fol-
lowing the attack on the High
Commission on Sunday,” the Indian
High Commission here tweeted follow-
ing the diaspora briefing.

An attempted pull down by the
extremists of the Indian Tricolour that
flies at the Indian High Commission was
intercepted by an official.

The Metropolitan Police said one
person arrested on suspicion of violent
disorder has since been bailed to appear
in court in mid-June.

Fr iends of  India  Society
International (FISI) UK, one of the
organisations behind Tuesday’s soli-
darity meet, said the Indian diaspora is
deeply shocked by the “disgraceful and
abominable act” of desecration of the
Indian flag by extremist forces.

The National Indian Students and
Alumni Union (NISAU) UK was among
several groups to voice their condem-
nation of the vandalism.
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Rajya Sabha proceedings also were

adjourned for the day amid uproar over
the BJP’s demand for Rahul’s apology for
his “democracy in danger” remark in
London. The Upper House will meet on
March 23.

Earl ier,  Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar led the House in greeting the
country for various festivals. He then
tried to take up the listed business of dis-
cussion on the working of the Ministry
of  Ski l l  Development &
Entrepreneurship amid protests from
Opposition members. He then gave the
f loor  to Leader  of  Opposit ion
Mallikarjun Kharge.

When Kharge stood up and said that
“Rahul Gandhi is not a member of this
House and there is no question of him
apologising [in this House]...”, ruling
party members  shouted s logans
demanding Gandhi’s apology for his
remark in London.
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“Similarly, Mohan Bhagwat, the
leader of the RSS, spoke to me about the
need to accelerate India’s economic
growth, and disavowed the idea that reli-
gious minorities should suffer discrim-
ination or loss of civil rights,” he writes.

How these statements by top lead-
ers to a foreign journalist will percolate
down to the grassroots is impossible to
predict, he says.

“But I did get the impression that the
leadership of a once-marginalised move-
ment wants to position itself as the nat-
ural establishment of a rising power and
is looking to engage deeply and fruitfully
with the outside world without losing
touch with its social and political base,”
he adds.
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We may still come to the conclusion
that death by hanging is appropriate but
we need to be aided by a study, the
bench noted. 

The plea said the Law Commission
in its 187th report had noted that there
was a significant increase in the num-
ber of countries that abolished hanging
and substituted it by electrocution,
shooting or lethal injection. “It had cat-
egorically opined that hanging is
undoubtedly accompanied by intense
physical torture and pain,” said the peti-
tion. Malhotra argued that the process
in India of hanging till death is absolute-
ly cruel and inhumane. 

“We have to see if this method sat-
isfies the test of proportionality or
whether there is another method which
can be adopted so that death by hang-
ing can be declared as unconstitution-
al,” the bench observed.

Justice Narasimha said that there
should be dignity in death and it should
be as painless as possible and hanging
seemed to satisfy the same. “Hanging
seems to satisfy both these conditions...
Does lethal injection satisfy on this

count? Union Government also says in
USA it was found that with lethal injec-
tion, death is not immediate,” he said.

“Have you looked at anecdotal inci-
dents of lethal injection? If it is a heavy
weight patient, the patient struggles to
die,” CJI Chandrachud weighed in. “No
process is fool proof… We have to com-
pare it with hanging,” said Malhotra.

“In US, there is strong evidence
about the pain caused by lethal injection.
I do a lot of reading on this side,” said
the CJI. The petitioner said that there
are hardly a hangman available and for
a hanging in Delhi and hangman is
called from Calcutta, Mumbai. The
apex court posted the case for further
consideration on May 2, asking the
Attorney General to furnish details
about death by hanging method.
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“Facing possibilities of imminent
extradition from Antigua and Barbuda,
wanted criminal Choksi again with a
view to create diversions from the
ongoing process and derail the ongoing
extradition proceedings, with false
claims, concocted dramatic stories and
imaginary narratives approached vari-
ous international forums and also
approached CCF in July, 2022 to revise
its earlier decision of 2020,” the CBI said
in a statement.

The CCF consulted the CBI and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) on the
matter and the factual situation on the
narrative of wanted criminal Choksi
being wholly unsubstantiated and with-
out an iota of evidence were put forth
to the CCF.

“It was clarified that the desperate
wanted criminal Choksi has been mak-
ing all possible attempts to derail ongo-
ing extradition proceedings in Antigua
and Barbuda, to evade the process of law
in India. However, based on mere imag-
inary conjectures and unproven sur-
mises, a five-member CCF chamber has
taken a decision on deletion of Red
Notice, communicated in November,
2022,” the agency said.  

Thereafter, CBI has taken up with
CCF the serious shortcomings, proce-
dural violations, over reach of mandate
and mistakes committed by CCF in the
manner of reaching this “unfounded and
perfunctory decision”.

“The CBI continues to exercise
available remedial and appellate options
within INTERPOL for rectification of
this faulty decision and for restoration
of Red Notice,” it said.

The CBI has also pointed out that
even Antigua authorities consider there
is sufficient evidence to substantiate that
the applicant (Choksi) concealed mate-
rial facts or made false representation
when he applied for his Antigua and
Barbuda citizenship, a fact which reflects
on previous conduct of this criminal, it
said.

The CBI said the CCF has subse-
quently clarified to the agency that its
decision in no manner has any deter-
mination on any guilt or innocence of
Choksi for crimes he remains charged
for offences in India.

The CCF has reiterated that it has
not established factual certainty and

there is no factual finding in their deci-
sion that Choksi will not have fair trial.

“Based on new information and seri-
ous errors in the decision, the CBI is tak-
ing steps for the decision of the CCF to
be revised. The CBI remains in active
communication with CCF and other
bodies in INTERPOL in an ongoing
process relating to this case,” it said.

Choksi, along with his nephew
Nirav Modi, are accused in a CBI case
relating to one of the biggest banking
scams involving swindling of Rs 13,000
crore of Punjab National Bank (PNB).

A case was registered against Choksi
and others on February 15, 2018 for
defrauding PNB. The CBI has already
filed two charge-sheets in the case
against wanted criminal Choksi and oth-
ers under various Sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and relevant provi-
sions of the Prevention of Corruption
Act.

Subsequently in 2022, the CBI reg-
istered five more criminal cases against
Choksi and others for defrauding banks
and financial institutions.

The CBI as the National Central
Bureau (NCB) for Interpol had issued a
diffusion to locate absconding Choksi in
February, 2018.

The movements of the criminal
were tracked by the CBI in close and
direct coordination with foreign law
enforcement agencies and he was geo-
located to Antigua and Barbuda.

Extradition request against Choksi
was sent through diplomatic channels to
competent authorities of Antigua and
Barbuda in August, 2018.

In 2018, Choksi approached the
CCF requesting for non-publication of
Red Notice. The CCF is a separate body
within Interpol that is not under the
control of Interpol Secretariat and is
mainly staffed by elected lawyers from
different countries.

The CCF had studied his request
and consulted the CBI. The CCF had
dismissed representation of Choksi and
the Interpol published a Red Notice.

The Interpol had only published a
Red notice against Choksi in December,
2018 on the request of CBI and ED. This
was subsequent to geo-location by CBI
of  the wanted cr iminal  and 
subsequent to initiation of extradition
request.

The purpose of a Red Notice issued
by Interpol is to seek location of a want-
ed person and to seek their detention,
arrest or restriction of movement for the
purpose of extradition, surrender or
similar action, the CBI said.

Choksi was already located  prior to
publication of Interpol’s Red Notice and
steps also initiated for his extradition.
Although the primary purpose of Red
Notice was already achieved, the same
was retained as a precautionary measure,
it said.

As the extradition proceedings
against Choksi were proceeding in
Antigua and Barbuda, he had been
approaching various international
forums with fully concocted and imag-
inary narratives.

In 2019, Choksi CCF) sought
removal of Red Notice from Interpol’s
website. CCF had studied his request,
consulted CBI and based on inputs,
again in 2020, dismissed his plea.

It may be noted that an Interpol Red
Notice is neither a pre requisite nor a

requirement for extradition proceedings,
the agency said.

“The Global Operations Centre of
CBI continues to closely monitor move-
ments of wanted criminals like Mehul
Chinubhai Choksi in close direct coor-
dination with foreign law enforcement
agencies and not reliant only on Interpol
channels. Extradition request made by
India is under active consideration
before authorities in Antigua and
Barbuda and remains fully unimpacted
by Red notice related communications
with Interporl,” it said.  
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The Centre had charged it with hav-
ing links with global terrorist organisa-
tions such as the ISIS and trying to
spread communal hatred in the country.
Apart from the PFI, its associates or
affiliates or fronts, including Rehab
India Foundation (RIF), Campus Front
of India (CFI), All India Imams Council
(AIIC), National Confederation of
Human Rights Organization (NCHRO),
National Women’s Front, Junior Front,
Empower India Foundation and Rehab
Foundation, Kerala, were also banned by
the Union Home Ministry.

Advocate Kartik Venu, representing
the National Women’s Front, said the tri-
bunal has confirmed the ban on all the
eight organisations. The Centre’s
September 27, 2022, notification said,
“The Central Government, having
regard to the above circumstances, was
of the firm opinion that it is necessary
to declare the PFI and its associates or
affiliates or fronts as ‘unlawful associa-
tion’ with immediate effect and accord-
ingly in exercise of the powers conferred
by the proviso to sub-section (3) of sec-
tion 3 of the UAPA.”

The notification also said, “The
Central Government, hereby, directs that
this notification shall, subject to any
order that may be made under section
4 of the UAPA, have effect for a period
of five years from the date of its publi-
cation in the official gazette. More than
150 people allegedly linked with the PFI
were detained or arrested in raids across
seven states in September last year.”

A pan-India crackdown by agencies
against the 16-year-old group had led to
the arrest of over a hundred of its
activists and seizure of several dozen
properties. The notification of Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) had said some
of the PFI’s founding members are the
leaders  of  the Students  Is lamic
Movement of India (SIMI) and the PFI
has linkages with Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB). Both JMB and SIMI
are proscribed organisations.

It had said there had been many
instances of international linkages of the
PFI with global terrorist groups such as
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS).

The PFI and its associates or affili-
ates or fronts have been working covert-
ly to increase the radicalisation of one
community by promoting a sense of
insecurity in the country, which is sub-
stantiated by the fact that some PFI
cadres have joined international terrorist
organisations, the notification has
claimed.
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Google has suspended the
Chinese shopping app

Pinduoduo on its app store
after malware was discovered
in versions of the app from
other sources.

Google said in a statement
Tuesday that it suspended the
Pinduoduo app on the Google
Play app store out of “security
concerns” and that it was inves-
tigating the matter.

The suspension of the
Pinduoduo app –- mainly used
in China –- comes amid
heightened US-China tensions
over Chinese-owned apps such
as TikTok, which some US law-
makers say could be a nation-
al security threat. 

They allege that such apps
could be used to spy on
American users.

Pinduoduo is a popular e-
commerce app in China which
often offers discounts if users
team up to buy multiples of an
item. 

Google warned users
Tuesday to uninstall any
Pinduoduo app not down-
loaded from its own Play store. 

Downloads of Android
and even iOS apps can often be
found on websites that allow
people to download apps with-
out going through official app
stores.

“Google Play Protect
enforcement has been set to
block installation attempts of
these identified malicious
apps,” Google said in its state-
ment.  “Users that have mali-
cious versions of the app down-
loaded to their devices are
warned and prompted to unin-
stall the app.”

It was unclear if there are
similar security concerns
around the Pinduoduo app for
Apple users.
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Peshwar (PTI): A high-rank-
ing officer of Pakistan’s spy
agency ISI was killed along
with his driver on Tuesday
night when “hard core terror-
ists” ambushed his vehicle in
the country’s northwest, secu-
rity officials and police said.

Brigadier Mustafa Kamal
Barki from the Inter Services
Intelligence (ISI) was killed
“while leading the encounter
from the front” in South
Waziristan’s Angoor Adda, said
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) - the media
wing of the army. In the state-
ment, the ISPR said that intense
fire was exchanged between the
two sides.  Seven members of
his team were injured, includ-
ing two who were critically
wounded.

Meanwhile, three Pakistani
soldiers were killed when ter-
rorists opened fire at a securi-
ty checkpost in the restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, the Army said on
Tuesday. The terrorists opened
fire on the checkpost in Khutti
area in Dera Ismail Khan dis-
trict on Monday night, prompt-
ing security forces to immedi-
ately block all possible escape
routes, said the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) - the
army's media wing said.
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Thousands of Kurds took to
the streets of the earth-

quake-ravaged Syrian town of
Jinderis on Tuesday to protest
the killing of four men as they
lit a fire to celebrate the Kurdish
new year the night before.

The attack on the Kurdish
men rekindled tensions
between Turkish-backed armed
groups controlling the area
and Kurdish residents. 

It fed into a power struggle
between rival armed factions
that control different parts of
northwest Syria.

At the request of Kurdish
residents, fighters from the
armed opposition group Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham deployed en
masse around Jinderis on
Tuesday.  The Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights, an opposition war mon-
itor, reported that the group
had taken over the headquar-
ters of the Ahrar Sharqiya
group, a Turkish-backed armed
opposition group, in the area.

A HTS spokesperson
declined to comment on the

matter, but there was a heavy
presence of the group's fighters
in and around the city as
crowds of Kurds attended the
funerals of the victims. 

Meanwhile, Turkish forces
deployed on the road linking
the town of Atmeh, controlled
by HTS, with Jinderis.

The assailants who shot the
Kurdish men as they were
lighting a fire in celebration of
the Nowruz holiday allegedly
belonged to Jaish al-Sharqiya,
a splinter group of Ahrar
Sharqiya. The Syrian National
Army, an alliance of the vari-
ous Turkish-backed factions
in the area, issued a statement
condemning the killing of the
Kurdish men in “the strongest
possible terms” and promising
to bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice. Jinderis was controlled by
Kurdish fighters until 2018
when it was taken by Turkey-
backed opposition fighters who
still hold it.  The capture of the
town displaced many Kurds,
while those who remained
complain that they are often
mistreated and subjected to dis-
crimination.
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New clashes between gangs
in Haiti’s capital and

beyond have killed at least 187
people in less than two weeks
and injured more than 150 oth-
ers, the UN said on Tuesday.

The fresh wave of violence
recorded between Feb 27 and
March 9 in the capital, Port-au-
Prince, and in the central
region of Artibonite also has
displaced hundreds of people
and forced farmers to abandon
fields as starvation worsens,
officials said.

“The situation is all the
more alarming for children,
who are often subjected to all
forms of armed violence,
including forced recruitment
and sexual violence,” the UN in
Haiti said.

The surge of violence in
central Haiti has been largely
blamed on a gang called
“Baz Gran Grif,” which
roughly translates to “Big Claw
Crew.”
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Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida arrived in

Kyiv for a surprise visit on
Tuesday, hours after Chinese
President Xi Jinping arrived in
neighbouring Russia on a three-
day trip. Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine will be in the spotlight
at both meetings. Footage
shown on Japanese national
broadcaster NHK showed
Kishida walking on the plat-
form of Kyiv Central Station,
escorted by a few people who
appeared to be Ukrainian offi-
cials. The Ukrainian capital
has not felt the brunt of the war,
which has become bogged
down eastern Ukraine. 

It was uncertain whether
either of the Asian leaders’ vis-
its to Kyiv and Moscow would
change the course of the almost
13-month war in Ukraine, but
the talks about 800 kilometers
(500 miles) apart highlighted
the war’s repercussions for
international diplomacy as
countries

line up behind rival parties.
The meetings came after a
week in which China and Japan
both enjoyed diplomatic suc-
cesses that have emboldened
their foreign policy. Kishida,
who is to chair the Group of
Seven summit in May, will
meet President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in the Ukrainian
capital, coinciding with Xi’s
talks with President Vladimir
Putin in Moscow. Other details
of Kishida’s visit were kept
under wraps, though he was
also due in Poland to meet with
President Andrzej Duda before
returning to Tokyo on
Thursday morning. 

Kishida will “show respect
to the courage and patience of
the Ukrainian people who are
standing up to defend their
homeland under President
Zelenskyy’s leadership, and
show solidarity and unwavering
support for Ukraine as head of

Japan and chairman of G-7,”
during his visit to Ukraine, the
Japanese Foreign Ministry said
in announcing his trip to Kyiv.
At the talks, Kishida will show
his “absolute rejection of
Russia’s one-sided change to the
status quo by invasion and
force, and to affirm his commit-
ment to defend the rules-based
international order,” the min-
istry’s statement said. 

Putin warmly welcomed
Xi to the Kremlin on Monday,
starting a three-day visit the two
major powers described as an

opportunity to deepen their
“no-limits friendship.” 

At a meeting with Russian
Prime Minister Mikhail
Mishustin on Tuesday, Xi said
that he invited Putin to visit
China at some point this year
to attend a top-level meeting of
China’s One Belt, One Road
regional initiative, which seeks
to extend Beijing’s influence
through economic coopera-
tion projects.The invitation
comes days after the
International Criminal Court
issued an arrest warrant for

Putin, staining his internation-
al reputation. Neither Russia
nor China recognize the court’s
jurisdiction. Nor do the United
States or Ukraine. Moscow
and Beijing have both weath-
ered international condemna-
tion of their human rights
record.  Japanese public televi-
sion channel NTV showed
Kishida riding a train from
Poland heading to Kyiv. His sur-
prise trip to Ukraine comes just
hours after he met with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in New Delhi, and the week

after a breakthrough summit
with South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yoel. In New Delhi,
Kishida called for developing
and Global South countries to
raise their voices to defend the
rules-based international order
and help stop Russia’s war.

Japan, which has territori-
al disputes over islands with
both China and Russia, is par-
ticularly concerned about the
close relationship between
Beijing and Moscow, which
have conducted joint military
exercises near Japan’s coasts.
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Kyiv (AP): Russian
President Vladimir Putin on
Tuesday said that Chinese
peace plan could provide a
basis for a settlement of the
fighting in Ukraine when the
West is ready for it.

Speaking after talks with
Chinese leader Xi Jinping,
Putin charged that Ukraine’s
Western allies so far have
shown no interest in that.

He also said British plans to
provide Ukraine with ammu-
nition for battle tanks contain-
ing depleted uranium, saying it
heralds the West switching to

supplying Kyiv with weapons
containing nuclear compo-
nents. He said that Russia will
respond if it happens, but did-
n’t elaborate.

Meanwhile, China on
Tuesday hit out at Japan after
its Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida made a surprise visit to
Ukraine and overshadowed
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
meeting with his Russian coun-
terpart Vladimir Putin in
Moscow, saying Tokyo should
do more to de-escalate the sit-
uation rather than aggravating
it. 
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Russian and Ukrainian offi-
cials on Tuesday gave con-

flicting accounts of what
appeared to be a brazen attack
late Monday on Russian cruise
missiles being transported by
train in the occupied Ukrainian
Crimean Peninsula. 

A Ukrainian military
spokesperson indicated that
Kyiv was behind the explosion
that reportedly destroyed mul-
tiple Kalibr cruise missiles near
the town of Dzhankoi in north-
ern Crimea, while stopping
short of directly claiming
responsibility. 

Natalia Humeniuk, the
spokeswoman for Ukraine’s
southern operational com-
mand, described the strike as a
signal to Russia that it should
leave the Black Sea peninsula it
illegally took from Ukraine in
2014. 

Speaking on Ukrainian TV,
Humeniuk pointed out
Dzhankoi’s importance as a
railway junction and said that
“right now, the way ahead (for
Russian forces in Crimea) is
clear — they need to make
their way out by rail already.”  

A vague statement by
Ukraine’s military intelligence
agency on Monday said that
multiple missiles carried by rail
and destined for submarine
launch had been destroyed,
without saying outright that
Ukraine was responsible or
what weapon had been used. 

However, the agency
implied that Kyiv was behind
the blast, saying it furthers
“the process of Russia’s demil-
itarisation, and prepares the
Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea
for de-occupation.”

Moscow-installed author-
ities in Crimea on Tuesday
offered a different version of

events, saying that Ukrainian
drones attacked civilian facili-
ties in Dzhankoi. 

Sergei Aksenov, the
Kremlin-appointed head of
Crimea, said that the attack left
one civilian wounded, but
caused “no serious damage.”

Aksenov’s adviser, Oleg
Kryuchkov, rejected Ukraine’s
claims and said that Ukrainian
drones had targeted residential
areas rather than the railway.
Igor Ivin, head of the local
administration in Dzhankoi,
said that the attack damaged
power lines, a private house, a
store and a college building.
Unconfirmed social media
reports late on Monday claimed
that Russia’s anti-aircraft
defences shot down multiple
drones over Crimea. None of
the statements could be inde-
pendently verified.

Throughout the current
war, reports have surfaced of
attacks on Russian military
bases and other infrastructure
in Crimea, with Ukraine rarely
explicitly claiming responsi-
bility but greeting the incidents
with jubilation. 

In August, powerful explo-
sions rocked a Russian air base
in western Crimea, with
Ukraine later saying nine war-
planes were destroyed. Satellite
photos showed at least seven
fighter planes had been blown
up and others probably dam-
aged. 

Ukrainian officials ini-
tially steered clear of taking
credit, while mocking Russia’s
explanation that a careless
smoker might have caused
ammunition at the Saki base to
catch fire and blow up.
Unusually, Ukraine’s top mili-
tary officer weeks later
announced that he had ordered
the strikes.

Washington (AP):  The
Pentagon is speeding up its
delivery of Abrams tanks to
Ukraine, opting to send a
refurbished older model that
can be ready faster, with the
aim of getting the 70-tonne
battle powerhouses to the war
zone in eight to 10 months,
U.S. officials told The
Associated Press. 

The original plan was to
send Ukraine 31 of the newer
M1A2 Abrams, which could

have taken a year or two to
build and ship.  But officials
said the decision was made to
send the older M1A1 version,
which can be taken from Army
stocks and will be easier for
Ukrainian forces to learn to use
and maintain.  The officials
spoke on Tuesday on the con-
dition of anonymity because
the plan has not yet been pub-
licly announced. 

Pentagon officials are
expected to make the

announcement soon. 
The Biden administration

announced in January that it
would send the tanks to
Ukraine — after insisting for
months that they were too
complicated and too hard to
maintain and repair. 

The decision was part of
a broader political maneuver
that opened the door for
Germany to announce it would
send its Leopard 2 tanks to
Ukraine and allow Poland and

other allies to do the same. It’s
unclear how soon the U.S.
would begin training
Ukrainian forces on how to
use, maintain and repair the
tanks. That training pipeline
could affect the amount of time
it takes for the tanks to be used
in battle.  The Pentagon will
also have to ensure that
Ukrainian forces have an ade-
quate supply chain for all the
parts needed to keep the tanks
running.
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Halifax (AP): Police officers have arrested a stu-
dent on suspicion of stabbing two staff mem-
bers on Monday at a high school in Canada’s
Atlantic coast city of Halifax, police said.  

The two victims and the student were taken
to hospital for treatment, and the extent of their
injuries remains unclear. Halifax Regional
Police confirmed that the suspect is a student
at the school.

Lindsey Bunin, spokeswoman for Halifax
Regional Center for Education, said there had

been concern about the student, who was in an
administrative office at the time of the attack.The
student then left the building, “but police were
on scene almost immediately,” she said. 

Police said they responded to a weapons
complaint at around 9:20 am, and a suspect was
taken into custody about 10 minutes later. 

The school, with about 1,700 students in
grades 10 through 12, was briefly locked down
and then closed for the remainder of the day,
with students released.
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An Afghan Taliban delega-
tion, comprising intelli-

gence and security officials,
quietly visited Islamabad
recently to discuss a way for-
ward towards addressing
Pakistan’s concerns regarding
the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), according to a
media report on Tuesday.
Taliban ranks in Kabul also
confirmed that a mid-level del-
egation led by Abdullah
Ghazanavi, the head of the
General Directorate of
Intelligence (GDI), travelled to
Islamabad for discussion on the
TTP and threats to Pakistan, the
Express Tribune newspaper
reported, citing sources.The
visit was a follow-up of last
month’s trip to Kabul by a
high-powered delegation led by
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif,
which received a briefing on the
steps taken by the Afghan gov-
ernment to deal with the TTP.
The Pakistani delegation, how-
ever, deemed those steps unsat-

isfactory and sought concerted
actions. Pakistan also confront-
ed the Afghan Taliban leader-
ship with proofs about the
whereabouts of the TTP lead-
ership. According to the paper,
during its stay in Islamabad, the
Afghan delegation met with the
relevant authorities to discuss
the security situation and the
fate of the TTP and its affiliates.
Citing a source in Kabul with
knowledge of the matter, the
paper said that the delegation,
comprising 10 members from
the Taliban’s intelligence, visit-
ed Islamabad last week.

The delegation was also
assisted by GDI official
Muhammad Wardak, the
source said, adding that the del-
egation was mandated to deliv-
er a message from Kabul that
the concerns of Pakistan would
be addressed. Both sides stayed
mum on the visit. The sources
in Islamabad said that given the
sensitivity of the issue, both
sides decided to discuss such
matters away from the media
glare. 
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Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina said on

Tuesday that her government
was “very much careful” about
issues of development partner-
ship with China and
Dhaka was not dependent on
any particular country for
overseas assistance, amid glob-
al concerns over mounting
debt to Beijing by smaller
countries. 

The 99-year lease of
Hambantota port to China
by Sri Lanka has raised red
flags about the downside of
China’s ambitious Belt
and Road Initiative and
Beijing’s push for major infra-
structure projects costing bil-
lions of dollars in small coun-
tries.

“We’re very much careful
about taking loans - mostly
we take loans from institutions
like the World Bank and Asian
Development Bank. From
China, our loan is very low. It
is not like Sri Lanka or any-
body,” she said in an interview
with CNN.

“We’re not depending on
anybody,” Hasina, who is also
the President of the ruling
Awami League, said.
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Several Indian diaspora
groups on Tuesday gathered

for a festive demonstration
outside the India House here to
show solidarity with the Indian
mission following vandalism at
its premises by Khalistan
extremists over the
weekend.Indian flags could be
seen waved about as around
200 people of Indian origin
chanted slogans such as “Bharat
Mata Ki Jai” and danced to
popular Indian tunes ‘Jai Ho’
and ‘Rang De Basanti’ at “We
Stand By High Commission of
India” demonstration.

The colours of the Tiranga
and “I love my India” tunes
formed the backdrop as men,

women and children joined in
a spirit of festivity, as bemused
Metropolitan Police officers
looked on and tried to curtail
some of the over-enthusiastic
crowd from spilling over into
the busy traffic.“This is a crowd
gathered in support of India,
chanting patriotic slogans and
songs and the public is in a fes-
tive mood because they have
come out in support of the
High Commission of India,”
said Kuldeep Shekhawat, pres-
ident of the Overseas Friends
of BJP (OFBJP), among the
diaspora groups represented.

“It’s very unfortunate that
a few days ago Khalistanis
under the guise of a peaceful
protest came here and tried to
desecrate the flag,” said Rashmi

Samant, an Indian student
activist at the demonstration.

“We have since come out
with a bigger flag showing the
bharatiya spirit, that we won’t
take insults lying down and we
will fight back. One person has
been arrested but we need
more arrests and more concrete
actions, such as permanent
security presence at our High
Commission to prevent such
incidents from happening,” she
said. Earlier, Indian High
Commissioner to the UK
Vikram Doraiswami hosted a
diaspora briefing at India
House on Monday evening
and addressed the concerns of
the community leaders fol-
lowing the attack that resulted
in broken windows. 
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The IMF has approved a
USD 3 billion bailout pro-

gramme to help debt-ridden Sri
Lanka overcome its economic
crisis and catalyse financial
support from other develop-
ment partners, a move wel-
comed by Colombo on Tuesday
as a “historic milestone” in the
critical period. International
Monetary Fund’s Executive
Board approved on Monday a
48-month extended arrange-
ment under its Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) with an amount
of SDR 2.286 billion (about
USD 3 billion), according to a
statement. Special Drawing
Rights (SDR) are supplemen-
tary foreign exchange reserve
assets defined and maintained
by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). Sri Lanka has
been hit hard by a catastroph-
ic economic and humanitarian
crisis.

The economy is facing sig-
nificant challenges stemming
from pre-existing vulnerabilities
and policy missteps in the lead-
up to the crisis, further aggra-
vated by a series of external

shocks, the IMF said. The EFF-
supported programme aims to
restore Sri Lanka’s macroeco-
nomic stability and debt sus-
tainability, mitigate the eco-
nomic impact on the poor and
vulnerable, safeguard financial
sector stability, and strengthen
governance and growth poten-
tial, said the statement. The
Executive Board’s decision will
enable an immediate disburse-
ment equivalent to SDR 254
million (about USD 333 mil-
lion) and catalyse financial sup-
port from other development
partners, it said. Sri Lanka in
April declared its first-ever
debt default in its history as the
worst economic crisis since
independence from Britain in
1948 triggered by forex short-
ages sparked public protests.
Months-long street protests led
to the ouster of the then-pres-
ident Gotabaya Rajapaksa in
mid-July. Rajapaksa had start-
ed the IMF negotiations after
refusing to tap the global lender
for support. Sri Lanka has
introduced painful economic
measures such as tax hikes and
utility rate hikes to unlock the
programme. 
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BANGKOK: Thailand’s gener-
al election will take place on
May 14, the country’s election
regulator said Tuesday, one day
after the dissolution of
Parliament initiated by Prime
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha,
who is seeking a fresh term. The
Election Commission said reg-
istration of candidates would
begin April 3.

The election will pit the
popular opposition Pheu Thai
party, backed by billionaire
populist Thaksin Shinawatra,
against parties representing the
conservative establishment and
closely linked to the military,
which has staged two coups in
the last two decades. Other par-
ties are likely to win enough
seats to be wooed to join a
coalition government. Prayuth
dissolved Parliament just ahead
of the end of the four-year term
of the House of Representatives. 

Early dissolution allows
candidates for the lower house
to switch party affiliations just
30 days before the election,
instead of the usual 90 days.
Parties led and backed by
Thaksin have won the most
seats in every election since
2001.
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Pakistan’s ousted premier
Imran Khan on Tuesday

secured protective bail from the
Lahore High Court in three
cases, including two related to
terrorism, registered against
him over the violence that took
place outside the judicial com-
plex in Islamabad last week.  A
two-judge bench comprising
Justice Shehbaz Rizvi and Justice
Farooq Haider granted protec-
tive bail to the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) chief in the terror-
ism cases till March 27.

The former premier also
appeared before the Lahore
High Court's (LHC) Justice
Baqir Naqvi in the NAB inves-
tigation in Toshakhana case.
The court granted him protec-
tive bail till next Tuesday. “Mr
Khan told the court today that
he came to the court 'secretly' as
a heavy contingent of police was
deployed near to his house to
stop him from reaching the
court,” a court official told PTI
after the hearing.  

Khan, 70, said he has no
issue to appear in any case but
during his appearance in court
the government should make
sure no chaos is created. The

number of cases registered
against the PTI chief in the last
11 months of the PMLN-led
government has swelled to
around 100.  Unlike his recent
appearances in courts, Khan on
Tuesday was not accompained
by party workers to the LHC
from his Zaman Park residence
here.  The PTI appears to have
changed its strategy on Tuesday
regarding sending a huge num-
ber of its workers along with the
party chairman to the LHC
apparently after the law enforce-
ment agencies intensified crack-
down on them.  

The Punjab and Islamabad
police have arrested over 500
PTI workers from different
parts of the province.  Police said
the arrested PTI workers were
wanted in the recent incidents
of violence in Lahore and
Islamabad.

Khan appeared before the
LHC in two terrorism cases reg-
istered against him by the
Islamabad police after intense
clashes erupted outside the
Islamabad Judicial Complex on
Saturday when he arrived in the
capital from Lahore to attend
the hearing in the Toshakhana
case. The PTI chief also
appeared before LHC’s Justice

Tariq Saleem Sheikh in a peti-
tion seeking details of all the
cases registered against him in
Punjab province. 

Khan informed Justice
Sheikh that the Punjab govern-
ment violated his (judge) order
and “attacked my house in
Lahore as my wife was alone
who got frightened during the
police attack.”  Khan requested
the court to order the police on
his plea to register a case against
Punjab caretaker chief minister
Mohsin Naqvi and the Inspector
General Police for violating the
LHC’s order restraining police
action at his Zaman Park 
residence.  

Earlier, an anti-terrorism
court (ATC) in Islamabad on
Tuesday reserved the decision
on ousted premier Khan's plea
for an exemption from hearing
in a case registered against him
under the provisions of terror-
ism. 

The terrorism case was
lodged against the PTI chief in
October last year at Islamabad's
Sangjani police station after
PTI workers held protests and
demonstrations outside ECP
offices across the country after
it disqualified Khan in the
Toshakhana case. 
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Norway's star striker Erling Haaland will miss
the country's next two Euro qualifiers against

Spain and Georgia due to a groin injury, the
Norwegian FA said on Tuesday.

Haaland, who recently scored five goals for
his club Manchester City against Leipzig in the
Champions League and a hat-trick against
Burnley in the FA Cup, complained about groin
pain following the Burnley game over the week-
end.

The Norwegian Football Federation said
Haaland had left the national team's training camp
in Marbella, Spain, to undergo a medical follow-
up with his Premier League club.

"We hoped it was just a discomfort that would
pass by Saturday, but after tests and examinations
yesterday it is clear that he will not be ready for
the games against Spain and Georgia," team doc-
tor Ola Sand was quoted as saying in a statement.

Norway will play two away games in their
Euro 2024 qualifying group A debut, first against

Spain in Malaga on Saturday and Georgia in
Batumi on Tuesday.
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Argentinian Jorge Sampaoli was sacked as coach
of struggling Sevilla on Tuesday, with the club

just off the relegation zone.
"Sevilla FC have today relieved Jorge Sampaoli

of his duties," the club said in a statement.
"Following the defeat at Getafe, which leaves

the side just above the relegation zone, the club
have decided to part ways with the Argentine

coach ahead of the international break."
"Sevilla FC would like to thank Jorge Sampaoli

for his dedication and commitment at the club and
wish him the best of luck in his future."

The former Chile and Argentina coach
joined Sevilla in October, but the club has failed
to shake off its disappointing mid-table form.
Sampaoli's second stint at the club saw him over-
see 13 wins, six draws and 12 defeats in 31 match-
es.

Sevilla sit 13th in La Liga on 28 points, two
off Getafe — to whom they lost 2-0 on Sunday
— and Almeria, who currently occupy two of the
three relegation spots.

Sevilla will face Manchester United in next
month's quarter-finals of the Europa League, a
competition the club has won a record six times.

"It's time to say goodbye to a club I love," said
Sampaoli, 62.

"I go with my head held high. Football does-
n't always make you happy. It can even give you
insomnia.

"But there's no doubt it was worth my while.
It seemed like a good idea at the time," said the
fiery coach who was under contract until the end
of next season."
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Prospective Manchester Uni-
ted owner Jim Ratcliffe says

he will not pay a "stupid" price
for the Premier League giants,
with more bidders expected to
enter the race to take over at
Old Trafford.

The British billionaire is
one of two interested parties to
have publicly announced their
bids to Raine, the merchant
bank brought in to assist the
club in assessing offers. Qatari
banker Sheikh Jassim Bin
Hamad Al Thani is the other.

United's unpopular own-
ers, the Glazer family, announ-
ced in November they were
conducting a strategic review,
with the sale of the club one
option being considered.

The Americans' asking
price is believed to be $6 billion.

Ratcliffe  held talks with the
club on Friday during a visit to
Old Trafford and the
Carrington training complex, a
day after Sheikh Jassim's repre-
sentatives visited United.

But in an interview with
the Wall Street Journal, the 70-
year-old Ratcliffe said he would
not pay over the odds for the
20-time English champions.

"How do you decide the
price of a painting?" he said.
"How do you decide the price
of a house? It's not related to
how much it cost to build or
how much it cost to paint.

"What you don't want to do
is pay stupid prices for things
because then you regret it sub-
sequently."
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Kylian Mbappe will take over
as captain of France after

Hugo Lloris stepped down fol-
lowing the World Cup final
defeat to Argentina, a source
close to the team said.

Paris Saint-Germain for-
ward Mbappe, 24, accepted the
role after discussions with coach
Didier Deschamps.

His first game as captain will
be Friday's Euro 2024 qualifier
against the Netherlands at the
Stade de France, Les Bleus' first
match since their World Cup
final disappointment in Doha on
December 18.

Tottenham goalkeeper
Lloris, 36, brought an end to his
international career in January,
in the weeks after Lionel Messi's
Argentina side beat the French
in a penalty shootout following

a thrilling match that ended 3-
3 in extra-time.

Lloris had been skipper for
more than a decade.

Atletico Madrid attacker
Antoine Griezmann was named
vice-captain after Manchester
United centre-back Raphael
Varane also hung up his boots
following the defeat to Argentina
in December.

Mbappe, who scored a hat-
trick in the World Cup final
defeat, had been heavily linked
with the captain's role for weeks.

Michel Platini, who cap-
tained France to victory in the
1984 European Championship,
said the decision was "a very
good idea".

"In giving him the respon-
sibility of the captaincy, it allows
Kylian, when necessary, to go
still further, higher, stronger,"
Platini, the ex-head of European

football's governing body UEFA,
said in a statement.

Mbappe helped Les Bleus to
World Cup glory as a teenager
in 2018 and has established
himself as arguably the leading
forward on the global stage.

The Paris-born former
Monaco player is vice-captain at
PSG behind Brazilian defender
Marquinhos and led the side in
the defender's absence during
Sunday's loss to Rennes.

Mbappe has scored 19 goals
in 24 Ligue 1 matches this sea-
son and contributed seven goals
in PSG's run to the last 16 of the
Champions League, where they
were knocked out by Bayern
Munich.

France are grouped with the
Dutch, the Republic of Ireland,
Greece and Gibraltar in their
qualifying group for Euro 2024,
to be held in Germany.
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Commonwealth Games
champion Lakshya Sen

slipped six places to move out of
the world top 20 in the latest
men's singles rankings issued by
BWF on Tuesday.

Following his second round
exit from the All England
Championship, Sen slumped to
the 25th spot.

The 21-year-old, who had
reached a career-best world no.
6 in November last year, hasn't
been in the best of form, having
made early exits from Malaysia
Open, India Open and German
Open.

Last year, Sen had a rampag-
ing run in the European circuit
early in the season, winning the

India Open and reaching the
finals at Germany and All
England.

HS Prannoy continued to
remain steady at number ninth
spot, while Kidambi Srikanth
regained his top 20 spot after
climbing two positions.

In women's singles, PV
Sindhu stayed at the ninth spot,
while Saina Nehwal, who had
skipped the All England Cham-
pionships, slipped five places to
32nd spot.

Men's pairing of Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty continued at the sixth
spot, while women's combina-
tion of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand lost a rung to be at
the 18th position, despite a
semifinal finish last week.
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A"fatigued" Nikhat Zareen continued
her winning run to enter the quar-
terfinals along with three other

pugilists, including Commonwealth Games
bronze medallist Jaismine Lamboria, at the
Women's World Championships here on
Tuesday.

Competing in her first international
tournament in 50kg weight class, Nikhat
saw off Mexico's Patricia Alvarez Herrera
5-0 to notch up her third win of the tour-
nament.

Commonwealth Games champion
Nitu Ghanghas (48kg) won her bout with
a first round RSC against Sumaiya
Qosimova of Tajikistan, while last year's
bronze medallist Manisha Moun (57kg) got
the better of Nur Elif Turhan of Turkey
when the referee ruled in her favour in the
third round. Jaismine (60kg) came from a
round down to overpower Mijgona
Samadova of Tajikistan.

Shashi Chopra (63kg) and Manju

Bamboriya (66kg), however, bowed out of
the tournament.

While Shashi lost 0-4 to Mai Kito of
Japan, Manju was literally out-punched by
Navbakhor Khamidova of Uzbekistan.

Nikhat took a few seconds to decipher
her opponent's game plan before attacking.
She used her nimble feet to duck away from
Herrera's counter attacks.

Both the boxers have moved down
from the 52kg weight division. Well aware
of the Mexican's aggressive style of play,
Nikhat used her speed to land accurate jabs
and hooks.

Herrera, whom she had beaten in the
last edition, tried her best to shift the
momentum in her favour but Nikhat's
relentless attacks proved too strong.

Nikhat, who has already played three
bouts, including one against the top seed,
and is still three bouts away from the gold,
said she is feeling fatigued.

"I am happy that I have defeated the
person that has got seeding number one,"
the unseeded Nikhat, who had several cuts

on her lip, said after her bout.
"I still have some fatigue from my last

round as it was against the top seed. It was
tough and her punches landed pretty well
so my neck was a little tight and my body
a little slow compared to my last bout. But
I am happy that I won unanimous this time.

"In my boxing career, this is the first
competition that I'll play six bouts because
I didn't get a seeding, but I am not
focussing on that."

Eight Indian pugilists -- Nitu, Nikhat,
Sakshi Choudhary (52kg), Manisha,
Jaismine, Lovlina Borgohain (75kg),
Saweety Boora (81kg) and Nupur Sheoran
(+81kg) will compete in the quarterfinals
on Wednesday.

Earlier in the opening session of the
day, Nitu registered her second RSC win
in as many bouts in the tournament.

Both Nitu and Qosimova tried to fig-
ure out each other's game, but then the
Indian connected four straight jabs which
forced the referee to give the opponent her
first standing count.

Nitu continued her onslaught as she
cornered the Tajikistan pugilist and pum-
melled her with straight jabs.

The referee gave Qosimova her second
standing count before calling the contest
in the Indian's favour much to the disap-
pointment of her opponent, who kept
showing the thumbs down gesture when
the result was called.

The experienced Manisha used a
straight jab followed by a combination of
punches to assert her authority.

Considerably taller than the Turkish
boxer, Manisha used that to her advantage
as she unleashed a right and left hook fol-
lowed by a straight jab. Turhan looked to
attack in the second round after receiving
two standing counts in the first three min-
utes but Manisha continued landing hooks
and jabs quite seamlessly.

She kept moving around to dodge her
opponent's punches. A flurry of jabs and
hooks by Manisha led the referee to stop
the contest in favour of the home boxer
with only few seconds left for the final bell.
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She was MC Mary Kom's contemporary but
the trajectory of Satinder Kaur's life-path

was entirely different from the iconic six-time
World Champion.

While 'Magnificent Mary' scaled new
heights post giving birth to her twins, mar-
riage took 2004 National champion Kaur to
far away in New South Wales in Australia,
where boxing was illegal for women even
decade and half back.

And when it became legal, Satinder was
pregnant with her first born, a son. She tried
to pursue the sport once again but had to quit
as she had two small children to tend to.

Satinder had completed her BA degree
and a diploma in boxing from NIS Patiala
before getting married and moving to
Australia in 2007.

In 2020, after years of staying away from
the boxing ring, Satinder, gave up her cushy
job in the New South Wales' Department of
Justice (DOJ) to follow her passion once again.
She was appointed as the assistant coach for
New South Wales, which she is enjoying thor-
oughly.

She is also the Australian national team's
assistant coach. However, it is a voluntary
appointment without any monetary perks.

And thanks to her association to Boxing
Australia, Satinder is back to India but in
Australian colours, albeit as manager of the
Australian women's team that is taking part
in the World Championship.

"Woh bolte hai na aapke andar aag jalti
rehti hai woh kam ho jaati hai par abhi bhi
sulgh rahi hai (the intensity of the fire in my
belly to box went down but it was still there),"
Satinder, who is town for the Women's World
Championships as the Australian team's man-
ager, told PTI.
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Having started boxing under renowned

coach and Dronacharya awardee, Shiv Singh,
Chandigarh's Satinder, who won the 2004
Nationals after winning the silver a year ear-
lier, rose the domestic ranks pretty quickly.

"I started boxing in India around 2001.
I would train with coach Shiv Singh. I used

to play for Chandigarh," said Satinder who
competed in the lightweight category (63kg).

"First the coach refused to train me
because he didn't train girls. The first two
weeks I would go and just sit and look at every
one. He didn't make me do anything.

"But I was determined that I have to do
boxing. Seeing my hard work and dedication,
sir decided to train me and in three months
of training I got a silver in the 2003 nation-
als."

Since no women trained under Singh,
Satinder had no option but to spar with men
which motivated her to improve her fitness.
And the silver medal was followed by a gold
in 2004 Nationals a year later.

In the national camp she trained along-
side the likes of the legendary MC Mary Kom
and World Champions L Sarita Devi and
Jenny RL and returning to the Indra Gandhi
Indoor Stadium is like a blast from the past
filled with nostalgia.

"I feel so coming back here. I met some
of the boxers who were with me in the camp
after 19 years."
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The 40-year-old Satinder is hopeful that

her work with Australian team would be
appreciated and she would have a more per-
manent role in the set-up.

"I am grateful to Boxing Australia and
Boxing Federation of India for this opportu-
nity," said Satinder, who hopes her good work
would earn her a permanent gig with Boxing
Australia.

"When I am coaching those 1-2 hours my
thoughts are 100 per cent on coaching, I am
not thinking about anything else. That gives
me a lot of satisfaction. Psychological it works
for me."
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Despite being away for over half a

month, Satinder - the mother and wife has
made sure her children and husband are cared
for.

"I cook everything before I go some-
where. Right now I am away for 20 days so
I have cooked curries for every day and stored
it in the fridge before coming."
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Lucknow (PNS): Uttar
Pradesh’s Yash Chaurasia con-
tinued to perform brilliantly to
enter the main draw of ITF
$25,000 World Tennis Tour,
defeating Romain Faucon of
Belgium in a hard-fought
match 6-7(5), 6-3, 10-4, under-
way at Ekana Sports City on
Tuesday. However, the qualify-
ing favourite Vishnu Vardhan
was shown the door by M
Kamath 6-7,6-3,5-10.

Top seed Nam Hong of
Vietnam advanced into the
second round of the main
draw with a straight-sets (7-
6(3), 6-3) win over 20-year-old
Dali Blanch of America. In
another match, Ukraine’s Eric
Vanschelboim made it to the
second round as his opponent
David Perez Sainz of Spain,
retired after the first game.

In other qualifying match-
es, India’s Rishabh Agarwal,
Korea’s Woobin Shin,
Netherlands’ Stin Pell, India’s
Faisal Qamar, Abhinav Sanjeev
Shanmugam, Raghav
Jaisinghani and Madhavin
Kamath also made it to the
main draw.

Meanwhile, it was an
intense battle between Uttar
Pradesh star southpaws Rushil
Khosla and Siddharth
Vishwakarma. The two times
winner of the Asian Tennis
Tour Siddharth Vishwakarma
got the better of Asian Junior
Davis Cupper Rushil in the first
set which was stretched to a tie-
break. The second set saw
Vishwakarma take a 4-3 lead in
a neck-to-neck battle which
came to a halt due to a sudden
downpour. The remaming
match will be played on

Wednesday.
Earlier, Deputy Chief

Minister Brajesh Pathak inau-
gurated the tournament.
Additional Chief Secretary
(Sports) Navneet Sehgal was
also present.
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Raj Garden Club’s Sayeed

Usman took nine wickets for 15
runs in a dominant bowling
display that helped his team
secure a comfortable win over
Divine Cricket Academy in a
league match of Rohit
Chaturvedi Memorial Cricket
tournament at RB Tiwari sta-
dium on Tuesday.

Batting first, Divine Cricket
Academy  were bundled out for

30 runs in 10.1 overs, with
highest scorer managed only 5
runs as Sayeed ran through
their batting lineup. In reply,
Raj Garden Academy chased
down the target in just 12
overs, losing six wickets in the
process.

In other matches, Sports
Galaxy Club thrashed Forensis
Cricket Club by nine wickets.
BRIEF SCORES:
DCA: 30 (Anshuman 5; Sayeed
Usman 9/15, Md Mehdi 1/2)
RGC: 32 (Vaibhav 13;
Jainuddin 2/10, Sahil 1/4)

FCC: 32 (Krishna 8; Amit
3/13, Shivam 2/4, Om Bajpai
2/9) SGCC: 33 (Mohd Zaid 10,
Rishi 10; Rachit Kumar 1/4).
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The prima donnas of Indian
batting will have to put
their best foot forward

while tackling the lethal in-dip-
pers from Mitchell Starc when
they face Australia in the series-
deciding third ODI here on
Wednesday.

If Starc is giving sleepless
nights to the batters, the other
'Mitchell — Mitchell Marsh —
has sent the Indian bowlers on
a leather hunt by hitting nearly
a dozen sixes (11) across two
games. Tackling 'Mitchell The
Menace' will be topmost on the
Indian team's agenda.

The series is locked at 1-1
and the starry quartet of Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli, Shubman
Gill and Suryakumar Yadav will
have to bat out of their skins to
stop the left-arm pacer, who is
gearing up to once again bring
the ball back viciously into the
right-handers while taking a
few away.

A sea change on the techni-
cal aspect, as well mental make-
up, will be the need of the hour,
and Starc has exposed their
frailties pretty badly.

The white ball games in
India are mostly played on flat
decks, where one can get away
by hitting through the line,
where one doesn't need too
much of feet movement. A bat-
ter can plonk the front-foot
and hit deliveries across the line
with a fair degree of success.

But Starc, blessed with bet-
ter skill sets, changed the ques-
tionnaire with deliveries that
would either straighten in the
off-middle line or cut back
sharply towards leg-middle after
a fair amount of deviation in the
air.

The Indians have known
what Starc has done for the
longest time but they failed to
factor in that conditions in
Mumbai and Visakhapatnam
would assist his bowling a bit
more. In Mumbai, there was

help off the surface but in the
coastal city of Visakhapatnam,
the ball did more in the air than
off the surface.

The refurbished Chepauk,
with all its stands being open for
public viewing, will be hosting
an international game after quite
some time and the re-laid pitch
will attract a lot of attention.

Normally, Chepauk pro-
duces a track that is effective for
slow bowlers and run-scoring in
the middle overs might be dif-
ficult.

However, an interesting
aspect of this year's pitch prepa-
ration will be keeping Chennai
Super Kings' strength in mind
and one might see some initial
nip off the surface for the fast
bowlers.
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Suryakumar Yadav in T20Is

can do no wrong with his
aggressive shuffling inside the
crease but that exaggerated
movement across the crease has
led to a couple of identical first-
ball dismissals for him in both
ODIs.

To play swing and seam, one
needs to maintain perfect bal-
ance and play the ball as late as
possible. Surya always tries to
play late in T20s and hence it is
a bit surprising that he is trying
to meet the ball early in this for-
mat. With no Shreyas Iyer for
sometime, this is actually Surya's
best time to grab the opportu-
nity and seal an ODI World Cup
berth, but he has been far from
convincing so far.

"Of course, we have seen
and he knows that he needs to
do well in the slightly-longer for-
mat of the game as well. Things
are there in his mind as well.
Guys with potential will have
enough run so that they don't
feel like 'okay I wasn't given
enough chances in that partic-
ular slot," skipper Rohit had said
after the last game.

"Surya got out in the last two
games and in the series before

that as well. He needs that con-
sistent run, like back-to-back
games, 7, 8 and 10 games like
that. So that he feels more com-
fortable," the skipper had
assured.

The next run of ODIs will
only be in June-July and there is
a possibility that Iyer could be fit
by then to reclaim his place and
Surya might find it difficult to
get his share of chances.
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The Indian bowling attack

needs to take its workload man-
agement seriously but, truth be
told, the bowlers haven't had
much work to do as they have
bowled a total of 47 overs (36
and 11) across the two games.
That is not even half of the 100
allocated overs.

Mohammed Shami and
Mohammed Siraj wouldn't
mind making first use of the
Chepauk surface if Rohit hap-
pens to win the toss.

The key question is if
Shardul Thakur, or Jaydev
Unadkat for his left-arm varia-
tion, will be used as third spe-
cialist seamer, or both spinners
Kuldeep Yadav and Axar Patel
will get another game alongside
Ravindra Jadeja.
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India: Rohit Sharma (captain),
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli,
Suryakumar Yadav, KL Rahul
(wk), Hardik Pandya, Ravindra
Jadeja, Axar Patel, Kuldeep
Yadav, Mohammed Shami,
Mohammed Siraj, Shardul
Thakur, Washington Sundar,
Ishan Kishan, Jaydev Unadkat,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Umran
Malik.
Australia: Steve Smith (cap-
tain), Mitchell Marsh, Travis
Head, Marcus Stoinis, Glenn
Maxwell, Marbnus Labus-
chagne, Cameron Green, Nat-
han Ellis, Mitchell Starc, Sean
Abbott, Adam Zampa, Ashton
Agar, David Warner, Alex
Carrey, Jos Iglis.
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Mumbai Indians on Tuesday
reclaimed the top spot in

the points table with a four-
wicket victory against Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the
Women's Premier League, rid-
ing on Amelia Kerr's allround
heroics.

Chasing a modest 126 to
win here at the DY Patil Sta-
dium, Mumbai Indians stuttered
post a fiery start and also failed
to knock off the target in 11.3
overs — a condition that would
have helped them improve net
run rate over Delhi Capitals.

Mumbai Indians eventual-
ly finished at 129 for 6 in 16.3
overs.

RCB, however, signed off
from the competition with their

sixth loss in eight league match-
es.

All-rounder Kerr was at
top of her game with figures of
4-0-22-3 and an unbeaten 31
from 27 balls (4x4s) to take
Mumbai Indians over the line.

Kerr added 47 runs for the
fifth wicket with Pooja Vastrakar
(19) to revive Mumbai Indians
who were rocked twice in quick
succession.

Sobhana Asha halted Nat
Sciver-Brunt's charge by dismiss-
ing her for 13, while captain
Harmanpreet Kaur (2) fell for
her first single-digit score in the
competition.

Kanika Ahuja claimed two
wickets in one over to finish as
the pick among the bowlers for
RCB.

At the start, the opening pair

of Hayley Matthews (24 from 17
balls, 2x4s, 1x6s) and Yastika
Bhatia (30 off 26 balls, 6x4s) laid
the foundation with a 53-run
stand.

Delhi Capitals will face UP
Warriorz in the final league
game later in the day at the
Brabourne Stadium, post which
the WPL points table would be
finalised.

While the team finishing at
the top will get a direct entry into
Sunday's final, the second and
third-placed teams will battle in
the eliminator on Friday to fill
up the second slot of the sum-
mit clash.

Earlier, Kerr snapped three
wickets as Mumbai Indians pro-
duced a disciplined effort to
restrict RCB to 125 for nine.

Kerr (3/22) validated MI

captain Harmanpreet Kaur's
decision to bowl first, taking full
advantage of a spin-friendly
track, while Matthews (4-0-18-
0) and Saika Ishaque (1/30)
were also on the money.

Both Kerr and Ishaque
joined Sophie Ecclestone of the
UP Warriorz for most wickets
(13) in WPL.

Mumbai made an early
breakthrough when a horrible
mixup between Devine (0) and
Smriti Mandhana culminated in
the former being run out.

Mandhana continued to
drive herself back into form, hit-
ting a few exciting shots to
make 24 from 25 balls with three
fours and a six, before her
innings was ended by Kerr off a
mistimed stroke.

Ellyse Perry (29 from 28
balls, 3x4s) took time to settle
down and opened up only in the
10th over, hitting Ishaque for
consecutive fours. At the halfway
stage, RCB were 56 for 2.

Heather Knight perished
for 12 in the 11th over with Kerr
bagging her second wicket and
the slide continued for RCB with
the Kiwi spinner striking again,
getting Kanika Ahuja (12)
stumped by Yastika Bhatia.

Nat Sciver-Brunt returned
for her final over to finish at 4-
0-24-2, dismissing Perry and
Shreyanka Patil (4) to mark yet
another poor show for RCB with
the bat. Isabelle Wong (2/26)
also chipped in, removing Richa
Ghosh and Disha Kasat in the
last over.

Ghosh cracked three fours
and two sixes to make 29 off 13
balls, with her innings helping
RCB move past the 100-run
mark.
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Alice Capsey produced a fab-
ulous all-round display,

snaring three wickets and
smashing a 31-ball 34 as Delhi
Capitals thrashed UP Warriorz
by five wickets to directly qual-
ify for the final of the Women's
Premier League here on
Tuesday.

Chasing 139-run target,
built around Tahila McGrath's
32-ball unbeaten 58, DC
romped home scoring 142 for
five in 17.5 overs to finish at the
top of the table, toppling
Mumbai Indians on the basis of
better net run rate.

With Delhi grabbing a
direct spot in the final, Mumbai
Indians and UP Warriorz will
now face off in the eliminator
for the other final spot.

MI had defeated Royal
Challengers Bangalore by four

wickets earlier in the day, leav-
ing DC with the task of not only
winning against UPW but also
maintaining a better run-rate to
directly book their final spot.

Meg Lanning and Co did
just that as they restricted UPW
to a modest 138 for six after
winning the toss and opting to

bowl.
Chasing, the opening pair

of Lanning and Shafali Verma
then went on a boundary hitting
spree as they knocked off 56
runs off 29 balls.

If Lanning set the ball
rolling with three fours and a six
in a 20-run first over off

Shabnim Ismail, Shafali had
four hits to the fence in her 16-
ball 21-run cameo.

Once Shafali was holed out
to Soppadhandi Yashasri off
Sophie Ecclestone's bowling,
Ismail returned to trap Jemimah
Rodrigues and then removed
Lanning, who was caught by
Simran Shaikh in the deep, as
suddenly DC slumped to 70 for
three.

UPW tried to tighten the
screws but Capsey produced
three boundaries in four balls
off Ecclestone to keep DC in the
hunt. Marizanne Kapp (34 not
out off 31) smashed another
maximum as DC reached 130
for three in 16 overs.

Ecclestone managed to sent
back Capsey after two balls,
while a mix-up cost Jess
Jonassen's wicket but Kapp
kept her cool to hit the winning
runs.
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He is more than happy with
the takeaways from the

nine home ODIs that Indian
team has played and has
already narrowed his World
Cup core team to 17-18 play-
ers, head coach Rahul Dravid
said on the eve of the series
decider against Australia.

India are going into the
decider having already played
eight home games — three ver-
sus Sri Lanka, three versus New
Zealand and three against
Australia finishing on Wed-
nesday.

Did he achieve what he
had set out to in nine home
ODIs, keeping World Cup in
mind? "We have to a large
extent. We have got a lot more
clarity at the end of these nine
games irrespective of what
happens tomorrow. We need to
keep building on that clarity.

"For us it is now the differ-
ent playing XI combinations
and just ensuring that we play
different combinations at times
just to ensure that we are able
to do that in the World Cup
and we are not surprised by
anything in the World Cup,"
Dravid told mediapersons here
on Tuesday.

The head coach rued the
absence of an injured Shreyas
Iyer, who had been earmarked
to bat at No. 4 in the World
Cup. The coach at the same
time was sympathetic towards
Suryakumar Yadav, who has-
n't yet set the ODI stage on fore
unlike T20 format.

"Obviously. It is unfortu-
nate for Shreyas to get injured.
He is probably one of those
guys who would bat at No.4
and given a lot of time at that
position. If you notice we have
stuck to the people in positions.
For two years leading into
this run, there is a lot of T20
cricket played and we did not
have a lot of one-day cricket
and if there are injuries and all
that, we do have options."

But does Surya's first-ball
ducks isn't really worrying
Dravid.

"Not really concerned
about Surya. He got two very
good balls. One of things about
Surya is that he is learning the
50-overs game. The T20 is
slightly different. In T20, he has
played 10 years of IPL.

"He (Surya) has played a
lot of T20 cricket. He has
played a lot of high pressure
T20 games. Even though he
has played a lot of t20 cricket

I think he has not played a lot
of one-day cricket. We need to
give him some time and be
patient with it. We certainly see
the upside of him doing well."
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This leg of home ODIs
were very important as the
players will now get into IPL
and after that there is the big
WTC final, followed by a tour
of West Indies and a possible
Asia Cup in Dubai. "Probably
not going to get too many
more games in our condi-
tions. We had the opportuni-
ty to play in these conditions
which is great. Yeah, coming
out of the IPL to a large extent
we are pretty clear about the
kind of squad and the players
we want. We have narrowed it
down to 17-18 players."

Injuries to Jasprit Bumrah,
Iyer, Prasodh Krishna, Deepak
Chahar does remain a concern
but Dravid insisted that the
team is in a good head space.

"We have some guys who
are recovering from injuries
and will come into the frame
based on their recovery. All in
all, we are pretty much in good
space. We are able to give those
who we have zeroed in on as
many playing opportunities.

"There are a couple of dif-
ferent combinations that we
would like to try. It is a big
tournament, a long tourna-
ment in India, we want to have
that flexibility in our squad.
Some times four fast bowlers,
sometimes three spinners.
Within the squad we will like
to keep the options. Just to
ensure that we have covered all
our bases for all conditions."
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Consistency in selection
has always been key for Dravid
and right now, if there is one
wrist spinner, who will get a
long rope, it will be Kuldeep
Yadav and not Yuzvendra
Chahal.

"We are always presuming
that the wickets will spin in
India. We just actually pre-
sume. I don't think the last 2
spun at all. We never know
what we are going to get in the
World Cup," Dravuid said.

"In the league phase, nine
cities, it is in October, the wick-
ets won't be as tired as they
probably are in the IPL and
(that too) at the back-end of
our summer. You just have to
get all your bases covered."
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Being able to pick Mitchell Starc's brain,
have him as a "calming influence" dur-

ing ups and downs are some of the perks of
being an Australian cricketer that young
Nathan Ellis is enjoying a lot.

Ellis, who got Virat Kohli in the second
game spoke extensively as to how Starc's
influence on him has grown over time.

"Starcy (nickname) has been huge for
me. For me personally, he is someone I
looked up to him a lot of time. He present-
ed me my first Australia cap too. He is a big
part of my Australia journey. Even the other
day, speaking to him pre-game and post-
game," Ellis told mediapersons ahead of
third ODI against India.

"He (Starc) is a calming influence. He
is also someone who has been there and
done almost everything the game has to
offer, whether it is the ups or down. Being
able to rub shoulders with Starcy and sort
of bounce ideas off and de-brief games… It
is something that I have cherished. It is
invaluable," Ellis

Starc has already taken eight wickets in
two games and Ellis termed his performance
as "amazing".

"Starcy (Mitchell Starc) the other night
was nothing short of amazing. It was great
to watch. It was great to be a part of.
Hopefully, he can repeat those tomorrow
(Wednesday)," he added.
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Ellis believes is being flexible and his tac-

tics change as per conditions of the track.
If the track offers bounce then he has

a different ace up his sleeve.
"For me, I am not necessarily a boun-

cy bowler as it is. As I said before, it is a mat-
ter of assessing the wicket on the day and
adapting my sets of skills to the wicket.
Whether it is adjusting my line, being a bit

straighter.
"If it is not as bouncy, slower balls if

needed and changing my lengths. Tomorrow
is about not going with any pre-conceived
ideas," he added.

As for the pitch at Chepauk, he said, "I
am not sure with the team selection or what
the team will look like. Obviously, it is going
to spin here. For me, the slower balls might
come into play. I think it will be a matter of
assessing the wicket if we are bowling first.

"We get a bit more information for the
batters who will come out in the second
innings and vice versa for batting first…
relaying the message back on what the wick-
et is doing and adapting as the game sort of
progresses. It has not been a high-scoring
series so far, so we will have to adapt to the
wicket and what is presented to us on the
day.

He accepted that it was a great oppor-
tunity for the team members to play ODIs
in India where the World Cup (50-overs)
would be held later in the year.

"Yeah, I guess so. I mean, it is obvious-
ly a great opportunity for us as a squad to
play one-day cricket in the place where we
will be playing the World Cup at the end of
the year.
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Former India spinner
Harbhajan Singh feels Tim

David and Cameron Green will
have to fill in the shoes of
Kieron Pollard and Hardik
Pandya for Mumbai Indians, if
the five-time champions want to
taste success in the upcoming
Indian Premier League.

Stressing on the fact that a
positive start to the tourna-
ment is paramount for success,
Harbhajan told Star Sports:
"Well, they (David and Green)
will be successful if Tim David
can do the same thing that

Pollard was doing and whether
Green can do what Hardik was
doing. "But yes, they do have the
potential, but IPL is such a
tournament that if you start to
get going from day one, you will
have a good season. If you don't
get going, and you have to find
that rhythm, it gets very diffi-
cult," he added.

Mumbai Indians will be
looking for redemption in this
edition's IPL after finishing at the
bottom of the table in 2022.

Mumbai Indians will open
their campaign against Royal
Challengers Bangalore in
Bengaluru on April 2.
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