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I
ndia won two awards at the 95th Oscars, one for Best Original
Song, which went to Naatu Naatu from RRR, and the second for
The Elephant Whisperers, which became the Best Documentary

Short Film. There are cheers all around. The Elephant Whisperers,
an elegant short documentary produced by Guneet Monga and
made by Kartiki
Gonsalves, ticks all the
right boxes for those
who lean to the left: A
cute, environmentally-
conscious
documentary made by
two women with no
big-budget hype. You
get the picture. 

M M KEERAVANI & GUNEET MONGA 

PERSON

A
nand Mahindra shared video of
a song titled, Rivers of India on
Twitter and netizens were

mesmerized. The song lists 51
rivers from all over India that have
contributed immensely to the
nation's progress. It is sung by
Indian classical vocalists, Bombay
Jayashri and Kaushiki Chakraborty
with their respective sons.

RIVERS OF INDIA

SONG

R
ani Mukerji is all set for the release of her film,
Mrs Chatterjee Vs Norway. Ahead of its theatrical
release on March 17, the film was screened to

Sagarika Bhattacharya, the woman whose life inspired
the film. In a video released by the makers, Sagarika is
seen moved to tears after watching the movie.

MRS. CHATTERJEE VS NORWAY 

MOVIE

Images of Mount Merapi, the most active
volcano in Indonesia, which erupted recent-
ly, have been going viral. One can see hot
gas clouds and volcanic ash into the air,
causing lava flow. If the reports are to be
believed, the volcanic ash blanketed several
villages in the area. In fact, tourism in the
area, as of now, has been halted due to the
presence of toxic gas and the lava flow.
However, there have been no reports of any
casualties from the area but residents and
visitors are advised to steer clear of the
area.

MOUNT MERAPI VOLCANO ERUPTS

PICTURE

M
arpalle, a village in Vikarabad district, was hit by heavy hail storms on
Thursday afternoon, causing concern for farmers in the area. Videos
had gone viral

that showed big, white
hailstones, falling and
covering the ground,
creating a picturesque
but worrying scene.
Farmers in the area are
reportedly concerned
about the impact the
hailstorms will have
on their crops, which
are currently in the
midst of the growing
season.

HEAVY HAILSTORMES IN VIKARABAD

VIDEO
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A
midst
the fore-
going

social changes, these
days a lot of young couples in India are rec-
onciled to conceiving out of wedlock. Of
course, the practice of casually intruding
into the personal space of individuals and
asking them when exactly they are going to
have kids has always been there. Previously
most of the responses to such queries were
somewhat guilty or tempered. Now, due to
heightened awareness levels and a radical
shift in the mindset, couples have no qualms
in breaking moulds and planning all stages
of their relationship without feeling guilty.
The flip side of such relationships is that
kids are no longer a priority, at least in the
initial years of partnership of a couple.

As per the 2011 census, about 30.9% of
the Indian population is in the 10-24 age
group. Reports suggest that India is going
through something called population
momentum due to its sizeable young popu-
lation. Therefore, one neednot worry about
the country’s population shrinking any time
soon. India has already achieved replace-
ment-level fertility (2.1 or fewer children),
according to the National Family Health
Survey-5 (2019-21).

Replacement level fertili-
ty is the level of fertility at

which a population exactly
replaces itself from one generation to

the next. Every woman should have an
average of 2.1 children to replace the dying
population of a country. In 1992-1993,
India’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) stood at 3.4
children. Going by NFHS-5 data of 2.1 chil-
dren, that is a decline of 1.3 children from
1992-1993. If we go as far back as 1971, the
TFR was around 4.1 in the urban popula-
tion and 5.4 in the rural population.

Over the last decade, the General Fertility
Rate(GFR) has declined by about 20%. GFR
is the number of live births per thousand
women in the reproductive age group of 15-
49 years. The average GFR has dwindled
from 86.1 from 2008-2010 to 68.7 during
2018-2020, according to Sample
Registration System (SRS) data 2020. This
decline indicates a reduction in population
growth and experts say that it is a good sign.
However, if we think about why there has
been a steep decline in the first place, fac-
tors such as the higher availability of contra-
ceptives, increased age of marriage, and lit-
eracy rate among women come into the pic-
ture.

Between 2001 and 2011, the number of
single women in the country has grown by
39%. In India, despite its largest Millennial

popu-
lation

(born
between 1981

and 1996), only
44% of them were
married by 2019,
according to PEW
research. Whereas
61% of Baby Boomers
(born between 1946
and1960) were married
by the age of 23-38 and
81% of the Silent
Generation (born between
1928 and 1945) were married by the age of
23-38. This shows a drastic change in trends
and generational progress. That apart, more
and more couples all over the world are pre-
ferring child-free marriages.

“What I have noticed is that people have
differing reasons for opting for a child-free
life,” says Prof. Murty S. Kopparthi, Adjunct
Professor, School of International Business,
Andhra University (AUSIB),
Visakhapatnam. “Some say it is for their
career and others say it is for some issues
relating to finances. One strange thing that
made me think is Generation Z is saying it
is for freedom. People are now looking for
more freedom to think about themselves
and they consider having children a kind of
burden.”

Couples are not really concerned about
the cost aspect of childcare. They are more
concerned about how having children is
going to take away or at least restrict their
freedom. They really may not be able to

focus on their career and what they really
want to be in life. They consider that having
children is going to take away most of their
time. Therefore, they are afraid to take up
the responsibility of having children just
because they want freedom from any kind
of burden, according to Prof. Murty S.
Kopparthi.

Looking at the impact of child-free mar-
riages in the Scandinavian countries, the
professor explains: “Scandinavian countries
are now recording a zero-population growth
rate, which means there are more deaths
than births. They are compelled to depend
on and invite migrant labour into their
country. Now they are most likely in a state
where there is a lot of conflict between the
natives as well as the migrant labour. So,
there are social implications. Even France
and Germany are facing the same problems
because the issue of not having children is
impacting their social framework...

Changing family structures:
Why couples baulk at having kids 

Continued on Page 4...

Broadly speaking, a family is a
group of two or more people related

by birth, marriage, or adoption who
live together. All such related people
are considered as members of one
family. Historically, for several
millennia, the Indian subcontinent
had been home to the Joint Hindu
Family or Hindu Undivided
Family, which traditionally
consisted of many generations
living in the same home. The
generations included grandparents,
parents, uncles, aunts, nieces, and

nephews, all living under one
roof and utilising a common
kitchen and often spending
from a common purse,
contributed by all. Typically,
a joint family consisted of a
husband and wife, their
sons, their unmarried
daughters, and their sons'
wives and children. The

pattern used to

be repeated over many generations.
Due to western influence and
prolonged spells of foreign rule, the
joint family system broke up, making
way for nuclear families. Post break-
up of the joint family system, all these
years, the term ‘family' signified the
ubiquitous nuclear families; the
culmination of the bourgeois dream of
a marriage (be it arranged or love)
with two adults consenting to be ideal
parents and producing two or more
hopefully wonderful kids. Not
anymore. Today, the concept of a
family is undergoing far-reaching
changes. With all support structures of
the joint family gone, and with a
plethora of insecurities plaguing
even double-income families,
nuclear families too have

been adapted
to suit

individual preferences.
The Pioneer's AMARTYA
SMARAN looks at ramifications of
the evolving concept of family in the
country, which is otherwise
poised to make the most of its
demographic
dividend.



IN FOCUS SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 202304
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And literally pushing the country into a
state where they are going to have many
social issues.”

China had implemented strictly a one-
child policy from the 1980s to 2016. This
measure, taken by the government to natu-
rally stabilise the population, eventually
took a toll on the country’s demographic
profile. The median age in India is 28.4
years, whereas, in China, it is 38.4 years.
This means China has a smaller younger
population because of the coercive one-
child policy. Realising that the policy could
have serious economic implications, China
modified its policy in 2016 and allowed
couples to have two children. And formally
declared in August 2021 that married cou-
ples could have as many as three children.

Prof. Murty says the one-child policy
reduced the percentage of the working
population in China. “If you look at
China, they used to have a single-child
family policy. Now given the kind of eco-
nomic growth that is happening in China
and when they look at the population
growth rate, their percentage of the work-
ing population is coming down drastically
because of the single-child policy the gov-
ernment had adopted. The government
relooked at it and relaxed the policy. If
people continue to entertain this kind of
thinking that one should have more free-
dom and shouldnot take up any kind of
responsibility, those societies are going to
suffer a lot because we have several exam-
ples of Scandinavian countries, China, and
Japan.”

On a brighter note, the expert remarks:
“Around 60%-65% of India’s population is
in the age bracket of 15 to 35 years. That is
one of the reasons why our country could
have the highest presence of the working
population. Most importantly, we have
productive population. We define produc-
tivity in terms of the ratio of output to
input(s). Thus, having a higher productive
population is really going to help any
nation to produce more goods. The aver-
age per capita income of India is growing
very fast.”

“However, given the kind of trends, the
thinking pattern of most Indians is tilting
towards imitating their western counter-
parts,” opines Prof. Murty. “The changing
mindset of the western world is going to
have a greater impact on India. I believe
that the Indian
population
growth rate
may also
decline
over
the
years,

and probably we may also experience the
same kind of problems that the western
world is facing right now.”

Sharing her thoughts on why there has
been a rapid change in the attitudes when
it comes to having children, Dr.
Ponnalatha, a gynaecologist, says: “Newly
married couples, be it in the banking sec-
tor, IT, or anywhere, are dreaming of a
materialistic lifestyle. With the heavy work
pressure and the EMI payments, having
children comes last for them.”

She amplifies: “Now they are of the view
that they can have kids at a later stage
through IVF (In-vitro fertilisation) or
some other procedures. People are only
postponing but no one is planning. By the
time they are financially and emotionally
ready, the biological age has kicked away,
especially for females, and most of them
are aware of the complications. Still, very
few people go ahead with it and even
amongst them, many are restricting them-
selves to a single kid. Couples think they
can give a gap to conceive the second
child, but after three or four years, they
feel it is hectic and must give up their
careers.”

Saraswathi Thota, a database consultant
based in Hyderabad, is the mother of a
three-year-old boy. Since her husband is a
marine engineer and away from home for
four months at a time, she is the one who
takes care of the baby for most of the year.
The couple is in their early thirties, and
they didnot contemplate much to have
their first child. However, they are not
keen to have another child.

Saraswathi Thota says: “It’s a vicious cir-
cle because finances are down, and the
expenditure is more. Even if we both earn
so much, I donot think it would suffice for
both the kids. Who would take the
responsibility when we both are working?
If we want to hire someone to take up the
responsibility, the expenditure is even
going up. We fall into that vicious circle,
and I don’t see a break. It is going to con-
tinue. Even if we think of having a second
baby, we are not going to be keen. Also, we
will have the guilt that we are not able to
take full responsibility for the kid.”

Just to cite an example of how expensive
it could get for parents to get their chil-
dren educated, between 2012-2022 in
India, education costs soared by 10-12%,
according to Edufund. Reports suggest
that an overall expenditure of Rs 30 lakh
goes in for schooling a child from age 3 to
age 17 in a private school. The rise in
child-raising costs stops many parents
from even thinking about having kids.

Identifying factors con-

tributing to couples’ hesitancy to go for a
child, Dr. Ponnalatha explains: “What I
feel is that people from economically
backward classes donot mind having two
to three kids. That is because they feel
these kids will be there as a pillar of
strength and support in the future. The
fear of, ‘How will we take care of the child
if one of us drops out of work?’ exists in
the lower stratum. Therefore, they post-
pone until they become self-sufficient.
When they finally become self-sufficient,
one is not certain how life would treat
them. When it comes to higher income
groups, they feel having one kid is more
than enough. Some people who are aged
35-40 years, want to postpone it. These
people feel they can only help society by
giving charity or adoption! Their thought
process is different.”

Shashank Singh, software engineer and
father of a 9-month-old baby, says he
ended up spending a bomb on babysitters.
“In my case, we didnot have any support
of elders to look after the baby. I do not
mean to say that elders need to do every-
thing. Only that one word of advice or two
would do and it would make a lot of dif-
ference. You will be shocked to hear the
number. I spend around Rs 45,000 per
month on the first nanny and Rs 40,000
for the second one for the first couple of
months. Their duties would be to take care
of the mother. They do not cook; these
nannies wash your clothes and keep your
room neat and stay with the baby because
the mothers get very tired. Having kids is
an individual decision. Obviously, it is a
big responsibility because you need to take
care of the kid 24/7. It is a never-ending
duty, but the moment the baby smiles back
at you, and starts telling words like mama,
papa; that feeling is completely different. If
you have an elderly person at home and
observe them and the babies growing from
age 0-5, you can see the reverse transition
happening. My father is 75 and this kid is
9 months old, I can compare them. They
behave similarly.”

Laws pertaining to women also count.
According to the Maternity Benefit Act
1961, a woman can avail of benefits under
the law if they have been employed with
the company for 80 odd days in the past
12 months. The act was drafted with the
intention to protect the dignity of
motherhood and provide
financial assistance to
women.

Maternity benefits of at least Rs. 6,000 per
child is a legal right of all Indian women
under the National Food Security Act, of
2013. Amendments have been made to the
existing act under the Maternity
Amendment Bill 2017. The latest amend-
ment mandates a paid leave of 26 weeks.
Earlier, under the Maternity Benefit Act
1961, women were permitted only 12
weeks’ leave. Fathers can take up to two
weeks of paid leave after or shortly before
the birth of the child. The Paternity
Benefit Bill was proposed in Parliament
after the Maternity Benefit Act was
amended in 2017. The Act provides for
paternity leave of 15 days, extendable up
to three months, including for those
engaged in the unorganised and private
sectors. Government employees are legally
granted 15 days’ paternity leave and there
is no mandatory rule as such in private
organizations.

In Finland, parents are given 14 months'
paid leave to share, and they can further
avail of additional childcare leave up until
their child is three. India is neither too lib-
eral nor too harsh with its policies, but a
careful revision of some of the policies
would help a lot of those who want to be
parents with their bundle of joy.

Anusha and Vishwak [names changed as
per the couple’s request] are a young
working couple from the city. “We are
happily married for a year now. And we
don’t want to burden ourselves with kids.
We’ve decided that we wouldn’t be having
kids mainly because it takes a lot of
unnecessary commitment and we’re not
ready for it at all. We wonder how we
should tell this to our parents because
they’ve already started pestering us with
their questions. Having kids is a choice
and we made our choice. It is not a com-
pulsion. Life is a lot simpler when kids are
not around. As a woman, I’ll have to give
up a career and it’s going to be difficult for
me to get back on track, both mentally
and physically. I can’t afford that.”

Well! Coupling and then having or not
having kids is a matter of personal choice.
The moot question is: Is the choice gov-
erned by personal reasons or sheer trends?
To each their
own.
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H
ansika Motwani is a very
well-known face who gained
widespread recognition as a

child actor first. The success of that
show and her performance in it
brought her film offers simultane-
ously, and she made her B-town
debut with the movie Koi Mil Gya,
which turned out to be a huge suc-
cess. The starlet is back in theaters
after a considerable gap; she is now
gearing up for the release of her
upcoming movie, Man, with which
she is headlining a female-centric
film. The film is directed by Igore
and bankrolled by Madras Studios.
Prior to the release of Man, The
Pioneer sat down for an exclusive
interview with Hansika Motwani,
where we inquired how much she’s
going to ameliorate with every movie
she’s going to hop onto. Her response
was filled with foresight and more.

“The quintessential idea of the
film pulled me into this action-crime
thriller. The psychological segment
about amusing oneself with the
troupe of a Man was rather interest-
ing. With my 51st film, I ain’t here to
preach about equality but will cer-
tainly dive deep into some emotional
elements surrounding it. I can’t give
my readers any more spoilers now; I
think it’s sufficient for my fans to
come watch me on celluloid,” sighed
the actress about her upcoming pro-
ject.

You can safely call Hansika a toil-
er; there was a time when she was
fully packed with six films a year,
and it doesn’t stop there. From our
sources, we get to hear that she was
also known to be the lucky mascot
for the Tamil industry. At an age
where usually girls are applying for a
stable job or preparing to be a post-
graduate, Hansika Motwani was
already well-established. Wouldn’t
we call this her backbreaking work?
As we continue to speak with her,
she informed shared her 2 cents of
knowledge on how to be successful
in this industry: “To be a tower of
strength in this business, stick to
self-determination, do not give up,
and make sure you grease your
elbows to showcase your potential to
the country. The Telugu industry
calls for my roots. Tollywood cinema
actually made me an actress.
Announcement of a project in
Telugu is always my comfort zone, to
be precise.”

Hansika added, “By all means, my

character is that of a fashion design-
er, and forthwith it screams glamour
and glitz. However, I beg to differ;
my storyline will rather decide the
fascination quotient. I am loving this
new crowd of moviegoers; they are
so practical! Since female-centric
films are impressing me to no end
these days, I didn’t want to leave it to
chance. Whenever my role will
demand a charming appeal, I am not
going to back out.”

A surprising fact about “Hansu”,
as she’s lovingly called, is that she
doesn’t like eating food.
She opts for yoga; she
doesn’t even like
hitting the gym.
And, interest-
ingly, she plays
squash! Can
you see? Your
favourite
actress is so
much in good
shape and broke free
from the trap of size-zero
despite selecting not so
mainstream choices.
Coming back to her main
arena, storytelling, she
could possibly sense the
changes since the time she
started working in the
industry and lets us know
too: “We have become an
ideal conduit to prompt dis-
cussions about social issues,
gender concerns, and femi-
nist discourses. We are final-
ly given importance! I
detested being in blink-
and-miss roles. It is okay
for us to not even take
the titular role some-
times, but our character
roles cannot be given
minimal presence any-
more. Case in point: my
character-driven agent
Teena, who works along-
side Kamal Hassan sir, is
a good example. Glad
to see actresses get-
ting their due
credit and
respect on
screen.”

Moving ahead in this extremely
involved conversation, we learned,
“I am no more apprehensive about
keeping myself before my fans, be it
in my personal or professional life.
I am totally aware of my power
position as a public figure. I
just abhor the feeling of how
few of the fans try to take
ownership of us. I am open
to negative criticism, but
you just can’t say any-
thing and everything to
us.”

She was associating it
with her series as she
gears up for her marriage
to the love of her life,
whereas her series is
becoming insanely popular
with the masses. Now, she
can’t wait for the promotions
for her new movie to
begin and create
a buzz all
over again!

A lucky mascot for
the Tamil film

industry, Hansika
Motwani, who

married the love of
her life, recently

spoke to The
Pioneer’s SHIKHA

DUGGAL
about her

coming
project

Man, life in
general,

movie life,
and more.

‘I ain't here to preach

about equality’ 
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E
arlier this month an international
study initiated by Timothy Townsend
of the department of environmental

engineering sciences at the University of
Florida in Gainesville, had revealed that toi-
let paper used in households can contain
PFAS, which stands for per- and polyfluo-
roalkyl substances. 

Also, called “forever chemicals”,  that
have been linked to cancer and other
chronic diseases. 

PFAS are ubiquitous manufacturing
chemicals. Essentially these forever chemi-
cals are a group of chemicals, used to make
fluoropolymer coatings and products that
resist oil, heat, stains, grease, and water. In
fact, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) analysed that these chemicals
are linked to a range of health ills, includ-
ing, increased risk of certain cancers, hor-
monal irregularities, hypertension in preg-
nant women, decreased fertility, develop-
mental delays in children, low birthweight,
elevated cholesterol, reduced effectiveness
of the immune system — leading to
decreased efficacy of vaccines — and more.

PFAS are found in a range of other prod-
ucts, from soaps, shampoos, cleaning prod-
ucts, clothing, food packaging, plastics to
firefighting foam, carpeting and even in
menstrual products such as tampons, pads,
and period underwear. 

Dr. Dilip Gude, senior consultant physi-
cian, Yashoda Hospitals, Hyderabad shares,
“Most individuals don’t consider the possi-
bility that toilet paper could be harmful to
their health. We all want the softest, whitest
toilet paper we can get. The truth is that
this type of paper is the most harmful to
your health. Did you realise that commer-
cial paper products include more than
100,000 different chemicals? Chlorine is
one of the worst substances ever used.
Through our skin, these harmful com-
pounds enter our bodies and enter our
bloodstream. Sadly, most regular toilet
paper is made with chlorine bleach, which
is the most hazardous of these poisons.
Chlorine bleach creates harmful chemicals
such as dioxin and furans. Organic fluorine
is also a common culprit. These pollutants
collect in our bodies, creating a perilous
condition for our health.”

A report by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s National Health
and Nutrition Examination Survey
(NHANES) found PFAS in the blood of
97% of people. Another NHANES report
suggested blood levels of PFOS and PFOA
in people have been reduced since those
chemicals were removed from consumer
products in the early 2000s. However, new
PFAS chemicals have been created, and
exposure to them is difficult to assess. 

Dr. Aarathy Bellary, senior physician
from Amor Hospital, Kukatpally, explained,
“This is a matter of serious concern as you
can see. These are forever chemicals. They
are ubiquitous seeping our water, air, soil.
Reproductive effects such as decreased fer-
tility or increased high blood pressure in

pregnant women. Developmental effects or
delays in children, including low birth
weight, accelerated puberty, bone varia-
tions, or behavioral changes. Increased risk
of some cancers, including prostate, kidney,
and testicular cancers. Reduced ability of
the body’s immune system to fight infec-
tions, including reduced vaccine response.
Even interference with the body’s natural
hormones and increased cholesterol levels
and/or risk of obesity. It is important to
note that recycled toilet paper and its con-
tamination of sewage treatment is what is
actually frightening.”

However, notably, India’s low toilet paper
consumption gives us relief. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Shiva Raju, internal
medicine specialist, KIMS hospital points
out this very fact stating, “In India we don’t
use toilet papers in a good percentage,
therefore, we need not to panic about it.
Having said that, we do need to consider
the amount of forever chemicals we have
been exposed to from other sources. It is
better to get such chemicals banned and
then only we can look for a better substi-
tute.”

If we closely observe PFAS,  then there
are two aspects — one is when the manu-
facturers deliberately add PFAS and the
another is when there’s cross-contam-
ination during the manufacturing
process which results in this chain of
chemicals. We need to monitor and pri-
oritize how to make products chemicals
free. We need to find alternatives. 

On the other hand, there is
GreenScreen, an independent non profit
for the assessment of Per- and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) and
thousands of other chemicals of concern.
GreenScreen Certified products promote
the use of preferred chemistry by using the
globally recognised GreenScreen for Safer
Chemicals suite of tools. They work on how
to replace or reduce the exposure to such
harmful chemicals. We need such an
approach which is comprehensive in nature.
As we move forward to a more sustainable
society we do need solutions or helping
hands for the manufacturers that can pre-
vent them using any harmful substitutes. In
fact, researchers point to those shorter
chain chemicals currently still in use that
were considered solid replacements for
legacy PFAS as an example of that phe-
nomenon.  

“I have examined that the researchers
have concluded that increased exposure to
PFAS leads to declining fertility in women.
This could partly explain the increasing
rates of unexplained infertility in the cou-
ples and be an important piece in the puz-
zle of infertility problem,” tells Dr. Bindu
Priya. N, Consultant Urogynecologist /
Gynecologist.  

With increasing awareness about the
toxic effects of PFAS many western coun-
tries have produced a road map as to how
to regulate them and restrict their usage. In
developing countries like India since the

regulation is not very strict there is still
indiscriminate usage of these toxic chemi-
cals which can have lasting health hazards
on our population. 

She continues, “The need of the hour in
India would be to bring out more evidence
in the form of epidemiological studies on
the exact use of these chemicals, find out
the levels of current exposure in our popu-
lation and bring about public awareness on
the hazards of these chemicals. The govern-
ment bodies should strictly enforce the laws
in regulating the use of these chemicals. It’s
time for us to wake up to this impending
doom before it engulfs the humanity.”

Tips to reduce PFAS exposure:
• Product labels that include the words

“fluoro” or “perfluoro.” Are a strict no.
• Avoid packaging for foods that contain

grease-repellent coatings Like microwave
popcorn bags and fast food wrappers and
boxes.

•

Avoid
stain-resis-
tance treat-
ments.  

• Choose
furniture and
carpets that
say “stain-
resistant,” and
don’t apply
finishing treat-
ments to these
or other items.

•  Avoid cloth-
ing, luggage, camp-
ing, and sport equip-
ment that were treated for
water or stain resistance.

•  Avoid non-stick cookware.
Stop using products if non-stick
coatings start coming off. 

In essence, PFAS are used by
the manufacturers to increase
the shelf life of a lot of prod-
ucts. We need to examine our
exposure to such harmful
chemicals and find suitable
substitution for them.

Exposure to toxic ‘PFAS’;
a matter of concern now

PFAS or per- and
polyfluoroalkyl

substances are forever
chemicals that are

associated with diseases
like cancer, diabetes or

infertility. Recently,
scientists figured out

that we are exposed to
this chain of chemicals

through the toilet paper
along with other

sources of
contamination. In this

week's health segment,
TANISHA

SAXENA looks at
attempts to

regulate and
restrict the

use of
PFAS.
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Animal blood transfusion: 
Your pet could save another’s life

A
blood transfusion is a process that is provided to
you through a narrow tube placed within a vein
in your arm. This potentially life-saving proce-

dure can help replace blood lost due to surgery or injury.
While we do know that blood transfusion can be a life-
saving procedure for humans, did you know that it can
also save many pets?

Yes, you read it right! Every 3 out of 6 pets die every
day due to heavy blood loss. In fact, statistics also reveal
that one of the major reasons for the deaths of dogs was
due to the loss of excess blood after injuries. 

With an aim to raise awareness over animal blood
transfusions, we have today with us Hyderabad-based
Shiva Kumar, founder of the Animal Bloodline Portal,
who is providing a nationwide list of animals registered
as blood donors. Wanna know how he came up with
such an idea? The young animal rescuer back then res-
cued an injured dog that was severely injured due to a
road accident. As he took the dog to a vet, the operation
turned out to be successful, but the dog couldn’t be
saved. Wondered how even after a successful operation?
He said, “Within about 2 days of the operation, the dog
passed away. When I asked the doctor, he said ‘It was
due to blood loss’. And when I questioned him about
why he didn’t inform me about it, he said, ‘Even if I had
told you, you wouldn’t be able to do anything because
there’s no blood bank’. That made me think about the
issue, and thus came the idea to start Animal Bloodline.”

Now, to make it clear, Animal Bloodline is not a blood
bank but a portal that collects details of animal blood
donors across India. With a few to no blood banks in
many cities, including Hyderabad, donating blood will

cause no harm to your pet, and you could be instru-
mental in saving many furry

lives.
Hey!

Are
you a
pet
par-
ent?

So

you’ve got to pay attention to this. Your pet could be a
donor and help save another pet’s life. Yes, all you have
to do is register yourself on the Animal Bloodline portal.
Once you register, your name will appear in the donors’
list for your particular city. If your pet requires a blood
transfusion, head to their website — you will find the
contact details of a list of donors that you can reach out
to.

The pet parent needs to fill in his or her name and
contact information and details about their pet, which
include their health and breed. If any pet is found to be
older than 8 years, the website will automatically hide
the donor. Also, if the pet donated has had blood in less
than three months or has had surgery recently, the web-
site makes sure the donor isn’t visible to people in need.

Like how humans have different blood groups and
even pets and other animals do. For instance, cats have
blood groups A, B, and AB, while dogs have more than
seven blood groups like DEA 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, and DEA 4
(the universal donor). 

However, the sad part of this is that “There are very
few blood grouping manufacturing kits. Even if you
want to know your pet’s blood group, the kits need to be
imported from Europe, which is expensive. Due to this,
almost 99.9% of pet parents are unaware of their pet’s
blood group. It’s important that these kits are manufac-
tured here as well, so during an emergency a pet can be
saved. There are a lot of medical advancements for
humans, but when it comes to animals, we are still in the
stone age.”

In a further conversation with him, Shiva also
revealed that people did call and inquire about this;
however, rarely did people come forward to donate their
pet’s blood. 

And, also, there’s a small revelation by the animal res-
cuer. Guess what? Without revealing many details, he
shared that Hyderabad will soon have its first-ever ani-
mal blood bank. 

Animal lives will only be saved if the number of donor
registrations increases. Maybe for now your pet is not in
need of blood donation, but a little four-legged friend
might be in need. So as we have raised awareness about
blood donation for humans, it’s time we take a small step
and begin raising awareness about animal blood transfu-

sion too. 

Did you know your pet
could be a donor? Yes,

you read it right. Every
day, innumerable pets
and stray animals lose

their lives due to blood
loss, be it due to a

disease or an injury. The
Pioneer’s TEJAL

SINHA speaks to Shiva
Kumar, founder of
Animal Bloodline,

Hyderabad’s first-ever
portal that aims

to bridge the
gap between

donor animals and
animals in need of

blood while also raising
awareness about animal

blood transfusions.
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Veteran actor Kabir Bedi, known for his stellar
performances in Bollywood and Hollywood
films, was awarded the Filming Italy Movie
Lifetime Achievement Award at the Venice

Film Festival in September 2022. His extensive
body of work in Italy include the super-hit TV

series Sandokan and six other major series. Kabir
Bedi's prolific career in Bollywood includes

memorable performances in films like Kuchhe
Dhaage, Ishk Ishk Ishk, and Nagin. In

Hollywood, he is known for titles such as The
Bold and the Beautiful, Dynasty, Murder, She

Wrote, Magnum, P.I., Hunter, Knight Rider and
Highlander: The Series. He played the lead in
The Thief of Baghdad and appeared in pivotal

roles in Ashantias well as Octopussy.
In a conversation with The Pioneer's SHIKHA

DUGGAL, Kabir Bedi shares treasured
moments from this personal life, defining

moments of his professional life, and more.
Kabir Bedi has seen many ups and downs in his

life. The much-married actor (four times) had
quite a few relationships during his younger

days. Bedi had two children with Protima: actor
Pooja Bedi and Siddharth Bedi. Siddharth died

in 1997 at the age of 26. He has another son,
Adam, with his second wife Susan. Kabir also

had a long relationship with actor Parveen Babi,
though they never married. Presently he is

happily married with Parveen Dosanjh.

KEEPING PARENTS' LEGACY ALIVE 
My parents moved to Kashmir in 1947. My father Baba
Bedi was the most trusted adviser of one of the political
leaders. Our family looked like a caravan of gypsies! My
parents were freedom-fighters. My father was a
Communist. My mother was hand-picked by Mahatma
Gandhi for satyagraha. While in my mother's arms, I
became a part of the resistance since she used to hide
me under her burqa. She used to slip out of the house
by the backdoor to carry messages to underground
Kashmiri nationalists. My mother didnot stop there.
When India and Pakistan continued to fight after
Independence, she cared for refugees of the war in
makeshift camps.

THE ONE WHO MADE HIS
CHILDHOOD DAYS COLORFUL 
Then we settled into our new home along the Dal Lake.
My father had written a landmark new Kashmir
Constitution countering the Pakistani propaganda. But
the Communist party to which he belonged later expelled
him for writing it. They wanted to attain its goals through
a violent revolution. Moving on, in 1949, my mother
gave birth to my sister Gulhima. Our nanny used to put
us to sleep with Kashmiri lullabies. I started to resist
going to school for fear of the unknown. My parents had
to walk me around the grounds on a pony for a week
before I agreed to go for classes. 

SON'S SUICIDE 
Siddharth was born on 10th January 1972. Protima

knew I had conflicting feelings before his birth. From
the day he was born, I embraced Siddharth as my
son and loved him like a father. He was a sensitive
boy, soft-spoken and fascinated by computers. He
grew up to be kind, loyal and loving. Protima told

him of my doubts during his college years; it must
have been terrible for him. I don't know why she told
him; he didnot need to know. When we walked along

Santa Monica Beach, red flags of warning went up
when my son first talked to me of suicide!

Something began to warp his mind, it traumatized
him. We struggled to heal him for three years. His

doctor called me to give a shattering news: Siddarth
was schizophrenic. I took him to my Victorian home.

The best doctors of Los Angeles were treating him.
But why was he talking of suicide? I had seen his

moods change often enough. He started wondering
about starving himself to death or how his

medications would interact with not eating food. He
was losing hope. He didnot like to show vulnerability.

He became offensive, aggressive, and irrational. He
fled for three weeks; we lost track of him. He

returned in a few weeks but was caught in the
realities he had feared. After a few months,

meanwhile when doctors were stunning his brain
and incapacitated him - I went onto check on him to

his room upstairs. He was dead. 
His head was covered by a plastic bag fastened

around his neck by a rubber band. We all stood at
the edge of the ocean, aching with the loss of our

son, a brother. 

A NEW ADVENTURE 
Later, I was jobless and broke. My father was a philosopher. My

mother was running a school on charity. I took a bold decision and
pursued my cinematic dreams. One of my elite boarding schools

gave me life-long friends like Ajitabh Bachchan. I used to skip
classes at times to ride horses around the lake. When I set on my

journey to Mumbai in 1967, 'Aunty Indu' had become Prime
Minister of India. Zakir Hussain had become India's first Muslim
President. Vietnam war was on. Mohammed Ali refused military

service and was stripped of his boxing championship titles.

MOVING ON WASN'T EASY
Then, Protima's absence gave me time to think. Parveen Babi filled that void. Initially, I had thought of her as the
girlfriend of Danny Denzongpa. Morally she was a conservative Gujarati girl. But she believed in sexual fidelity. A
relationship began when I least expected it with an uncanny coincidence. I was more than willing to stay with her,
but I had to think of my children too. They needed to be told gently. I couldnot hold on to my marriage for their sake
any longer. Moreover, Parveen's agitated state made me feel I'll lose her if I continue to stay with Protima. I divorced
Protima, but never my children. But they couldnot take the emotional pain of our break-up. When I moved abroad
for work, the children saw even less of me. And, in a tragic twist of fate, my relationship with Parveen also ended in
1977. And I lost Protima too. I was in India when she passed away in 1998. She died in an avalanche that struck her
camp on a pilgrimage to Mount Kailash. They never found her body; only her passport was found. 

CURIOUS ABOUT A
SUPERMODEL 

I met Protimafor the first
time when I was working at a
multinational advertising
company. When Protima
faced me, I was struck by
her! But I had made a strict
rule for myself: no dating
models. During my absence,
she would skip into my cabin
and check out my diary for
schedules. Naturally we start-
ed chatting. My love life was
complicated - I was informal-
ly engaged to my girlfriend
in Delhi. She was a married
American. It was a no-
strings-attached affair, a way
of experiencing life before I
got married. While with
Protima, my resolve not to
date a model was wavering.
The trauma of her father's
death cemented our relation-
ship. I felt duty-bound to
shelter her, she moved in
with me.

MESMERIZING CHARM &OOZING
TALENT ABROAD 
In early 1974, the Italians landed in Mumbai. They
were looking for an actor to play the role of 'Sandokan',
a fictional Asian pirate. They called me to Rome for the
audition and I bagged the role! Leaving tumultuous
dramas of my emotional life, I started shooting for it in
Malaysia. It was an opportunity of a lifetime and I
wanted to excel. But I also wanted my children to see
me in action. So, I flew them to Malaysia on the first
trip abroad. They returned to India with stories of papa
as a pirate in Malaysia. (Laughs)

MESMERIZING CHARM &OOZING
TALENT ABROAD 
In early 1974, the Italians landed in Mumbai. They
were looking for an actor to play the role of 'Sandokan',
a fictional Asian pirate. They called me to Rome for the
audition and I bagged the role! Leaving tumultuous
dramas of my emotional life, I started shooting for it in
Malaysia. It was an opportunity of a lifetime and I
wanted to excel. But I also wanted my children to see
me in action. So, I flew them to Malaysia on the first
trip abroad. They returned to India with stories of papa
as a pirate in Malaysia. (Laughs)

CONQUERED DELHI WITH
RAJIV & SANJAY GANDHI
My earliest memories were of
Rajiv Gandhi and Sanjay
Gandhi in Delhi. We became
friends at my first school
over there! Sanjay Gandhi
was more introverted; he
often invited me home on his
birthday. Their home looked
like a vast palace to me. I
learned to ride horses with
them on the lawns of
Rashtrapati Bhavan. I never
imagined then that my
friends would shape India's
history so decisively in the
decades ahead. Another pop-
ular moment back then was
when the Delhi Public
School had been founded as
a school for the children of
thousands of refugees who
had moved to Delhi after the
Partition. It was housed in
tents. Can you imagine?
Rajiv Gandhi was easygoing.

HAPPY ENDING 
Then Bollywood offered me
more roles. I shot with Akshay
Kumar, Sunny Deol and Priyanka
Chopra. Bollywood made me
happier. I loved being in India.
And then an exceptional girl
walked into my life at an after-
party in Soho: Parveen Dusanj.
We began a genuine friendship.
We both had Sikh roots. I was
drawn to her idealistic social
beliefs. I was impressed she
advised the British government
on minorities and the downtrod-
den. Affectionately, I call her
"vee". We began dating! But her
family wasnot thrilled at this
prospect; because I was fifty-nine
& much-married, while she was
thirty-one. I didnot want to
repeat my mistakes. I wanted
people to give her the respect
that girlfriends donot get in
India. We had planned a Sikh
ceremony, but the gurudwaras in
Mumbai refused to marry me.
Because I have cut my hair. It
upset me! So, we married in a
Vedic ceremony in Alibaug.

A SCOOP
RUINED 
Then I left my home-
town and freelanced
for the All India
Radio, which was gov-
ernment monopoly
back then. I was an
avid Beatles fan too. I
was the only Indian
reporter to get a
chance to inter-
viewthem in their
hotel room.
Interviewing The
Beatles was my biggest
scoop as a reporter.
But my biggest disap-
pointment was yet to
come. When I asked
AIR staff for a copy of
the interview, they
couldnot find the tape.
My interview with
Beatles had been
erased! That cost my
relationship with All
India Radio. 

DESIRE, BELIEF & POSITIVE ATTITUDE 
At Bensons, I was at my creative best. My
commercials were being loved. Clients even
loved my launch for Bru Instant Coffee. I
was also picked by other agencies as a
model for advertisement campaigns. I was
the new face of ITC's newest cigarette
brand. I was put on billboards across India.
Zeenat Aman and I did a beautiful
commercial for Cinthol. I was soon hailed
as India's most famous male model! 
UNEXPECTED TIDINGS 
When Protima said she was pregnant, I
reacted angrily and raised my voice. I chose
to marryher because she was pregnant.
Protima and I married when she was two
months pregnant. I couldnot afford a big
wedding; nobody got an invitation. By then,

my mother had become a Buddhist nun.
She sanctified our union as Buddhist
monks chanted sutras. She embraced
Protima as my wife. 
FIRST FILM DIDNOT MAKE THE RIGHT BUZZ
My first film 'Hulchul'was a rude
introduction to Bollywood. My director's last
film 'Phool aur patthar'had catapulted
Dharmendra to stardom. I signed the movie
believing I was the hero. I wasnot. I was one
of three supporting actors. The same fate
befell Zeenat Aman too. Hulchul flopped at
the box office, but neither Zeenat nor I got
the blame. However, my working in
Bollywood led to troubles at home. Protima
became fiercely competitive. She viewed my
success with mixed emotions. She hated it
when actresses made eyes at me! 

HAPPIEST
DAY OF HIS
LIFE
Pooja was born. My
misgivings on having
a child at a young
age were banished
by the love I felt for
Pooja. Juhu beach
was the centre of my
new life. I didnot
want Pooja to grow
up on the sidewalks;
so, we moved to a
beach-front house.
Many Bollywood
producers and film
stars also lived at the
same place. We
made a 'Juhu gang',
including people like
Shekhar Kapur,
Mahesh Bhatt, Danny
Denzongpa, Parveen
Babi, Shabana Azmi,
and Ketan Anand. 

RETURN FROM HOLLYWOOD
Hollywood became devasting for me. India resurrected me. The emotional pain
of my son's suicide was crippling me. My daughter Pooja's presence brought
some joy into my life. But I was still sleepwalking through life. I failed all my
auditions. I went into depression too. The death of my son was a wound that
wouldnot heal. Then my investment mistakes came to a head and wiped me out
completely. My credit cards reached their limits! It broke my heart when I had to
sell my Bulgari gold necklace. In 1999, I filed for bankruptcy in Los Angeles. It
ended my dreams of Hollywood. 

A SOUL-BROTHER IN MAHESH BHATT 
Mahesh Bhatt was a soul brother with a creative mind. He asked profound
questions and looked for deep answers. Sometimes we would drift down to the
beach exchanging thoughts on the universe. The spiritual supermarket led him
first to Osho, the controversial New Age Guru, and then to the anti-guru UG
Krishnamurthy. Mahesh was bound to be a prolific director. He was nominated for
many Filmfare awards, but he never stopped talking philosophy. 
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A
n MBA in Enterprise Management
is one of the most valued and
sought after course for mid-career

managers who invest their time and effort
to re-engage in classroom and didactic
learning to supplement their varied work
experience and find meaning and direction
to not only seek promotions or higher
wages but often to move across spe-
cialisms, sometimes even sectors, to
refresh their careers with renewed vigour.
Many of these mid-career professionals
also come across start-up ideations and
find resonance and application within sim-
ilarly wired cohorts at B-schools. As busi-
ness and the contexts within which they
thrive is transforming at a rapid pace, B-
schools are in the race to develop cutting
edge innovations in programs and path-
ways to address the challenges that today’s
working professionals face. An MBA in
Enterprise Management offers to comple-
ment the excellent functional knowledge
and experience that mid-career managers
possess with contemporary management

knowledge, thereby preparing them to
manage greater responsibilities in a liberal-
ized and globalized economy with contexts
that mirror the consensus for more ethical
and responsible businesses.

As organisations grapple with continued
complex change and disruption, industry
is demanding more than ever that its lead-
ers are equipped to face these challenges
with confidence. While the traditional for-
mat of employees working in traditional
office spaces is giving way to several per-
mutations of the work-from-home option,
Indian B-Schools are cognizant and are
taking steps to position an MBA in
Enterprise Management’s in terms of per-
ception of value for money, offering con-
siderable career support and provisioning
for inclusivity and diversity in manage-
ment education.

The complexities of today’s world are
also shaping the consumption of electives
being offered and subscribed to within an
MBA and it is an obvious indication that
courses reflecting today’s disruptive global

and business reality are popular among
students alongside traditional offerings.
This is quite natural as leaders of today are
expected to be resilient, adaptive and bear-
ing broad encompassing knowledge and
interests that would enable them to keep
abreast and continually address challenges
in ever-changing contexts. The focus of
today’s B-school education is bound to
change to keep itself on a continuum of
growth and expansion of horizon. The
benefits of cross-cultural perspectives,
international exposure, of diversity and
inclusivity while preparing future industry
leaders are vital and pronounced. The need
for preparing students to comprehend and
respond to altered realities, organisational
complexities call for adaptive and experi-
ential learning where active-learning is
supplemented by practical exposure to real
world problems and real-life applicability.
Curriculum shifts towards improved busi-
ness communication, soft skills, interper-
sonal skills, culture-sensitivity alongside
emerging skills such as data science, AI,

blockchain, etc. will be vital for transfor-
mative growth of MBA grads who can
cater to future business needs.

We therefore see shifting global busi-
ness cues redirecting and reshaping MBA
programs across B-schools with the net
result being an industry-oriented curricu-
lum and pedagogy that imparts key take-
aways for self-growth, self-realization,
contextual clarity, business agility and
building acumen for an ever-shifting glob-
al workplace.

(The writer, Prof. Allen Prabhaker Ugargol,
Associate Professor of Practice, Centre for

Public Policy & Chairperson,
Postgraduate Program in Enterprise

Management (PGPEM), IIM
Bengaluru)

‘How an MBA in Enterprise Management

helps in adapting to shifting global realities’

Deconstructing the impact of
AI tools on design education

W
ith an exponential rate of expan-
sion in the realm of artificial
intelligence (AI), the 21st century

is witnessing a contemporary industrial
revolution with an increase in automation,
mechanization and subsequently, in effi-
ciency. The impact of AI tools and pro-
grammes has been widespread and far-
reaching, with a perceptible effect on the
field of design, both in the sphere of edu-
cation and in corporations. As we witness
the effects of artificial intelligence around
us, there is a sense of inevitability that AI-
powered tools will get integrated into the
curriculum at design educational institutes
at both undergraduate and postgraduate
levels.

One of the primary benefits of using AI
for design is increased automation at every
step of the process right from the duration
of initial sketches to the generation of
designs with inputs from multiple stake-
holders. The inclusion of AI at the current
stage is primarily with respect to routine
aspects such as streamlining workflow and
reducing manual errors, while the creative
portions are still at the behest of the
designer. However, this is bound to change
with time as AI is in a constant flux of self-
transformation and development. The
method of enhancing creativity and inno-
vation is spurred by upcoming tools and
resources. For instance, ChatGPT has
taken the globe by storm as there is a fren-
zy regarding content creation and its

future. Today there are multiple new AI
tools dedicated solely to design, such as
designs.ai, which sells itself as helping cre-
ate “logos, videos, mockups
and banners in 2 min-
utes”, Uizard which
is built for non-
designers with
over 400,000
users, and
Khroma
which focus-
es on colour
palettes. A
benefit that
AI-powered
tools provide is
their ability to
analyse, almost
error-free, extensive
data on user details,
preferences, popular trends
and market insights. This can also aid the
idea of market prediction which will help
designers, both freelance and corporates,
to stay ahead of the curve and curate con-
tent that will garner more attention and
relevance.

Concepts such as virtual reality (VR),
augmented reality (AR) and mixed reality
(MR) also come into play here. A complex
new arena is thus created as AI may be uti-
lized to aid designers in building 3D virtu-
al reality worlds for games, movies, etc.
The key tenets that tie together AI are opti-

mization, finance and speed. The diverse
new technology enables designers to work
faster and on a more affordable budget. A

blueprint for this is Netflix’s usage of
augmented intelligence structures

to transform artwork and show
banners in the local lan-

guages. The system follows
a process of reading the
original version and then
quickly producing local-
ized graphics and art-
work.

The inclusion of AI in
the field of design allows

for exacerbated accessi-
bility as it promotes a

friendly user interface and
encourages beginners to try

their hand at the booming arena
of design. This is also beneficial for

individuals with physical disabilities.
This goes hand-in-hand with the concept
of customization that AI allows for, as it
provides easy-to-access readymade tem-
plates that can be modified for a particular
task at hand. This permits the creator to
approve or disapprove adjustments, there-
by preserving their artistic impulse and
thought process. The avenues are endless.

It is evident that AI has multitudinous
positive impacts on the design industry,
and these can be divided into the broad
categories of personalization, efficiency
and accessibility. Nonetheless, there is a

sense of apprehension and fear regarding
the burgeoning of AI. To combat this, sev-
eral experts believe that a befitting alter-
nate term would be ‘augmented intelli-
gence’, as this would lessen the inhibition
several creators have with using AI, and
losing agency over their art.

With such technological advancements,
the horizon for students in the country has
only expanded. The changes accelerated
with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic
that forced us to rethink our definition of
education. Since then, individuals, institu-
tions and corporations alike have explored
the various ways we can leverage technolo-
gy and online tools to our advantage. The
development of AI tools in recent times
marks the high point of the technological
revolution of sorts. With access to such
tools, the opportunities seem manifold as
they pave the way towards a future where
the youth are well-equipped, efficient and
empowered to tackle a rapidly transform-
ing world. AI tools are bound to continue
advancing in complex and multi-faceted
ways. This offers the design aspirants and
the design industry at large a world that
was previously untapped - navigating
through these new and previously unex-
plored spaces will open doors to talents,
careers and a social reality that we are only
beginning to understand the surface of. 

(The writer, Dr. Jitin Chadha, is the founder and
CEO of Indian Institute of Art & Design (IIAD)
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Celebrating ‘Royal China’
I

conic Royal China celebrated its 20th
anniversary with a new menu launch, and
the flavours are delectable and mouthwa-

tering! What started out of pure love for
Chinese food has now become a much-loved
destination, delivering a culinary experience
like no other. Nothing more aptly describes
Royal China, a place that has won the hearts
of many food lovers. Twenty years on, this
restaurant remains as iconic as ever and con-
tinues to be a favorite amongst Bollywood
celebrities, industrialists, business tycoons,
influencers, and many others. And now, with
its 20th anniversary nearing, Royal China is
all set to begin a new culinary chapter by
bringing new additions to its menu. The
acclaimed Chinese restaurant was founded by
Neville and Michelle Vazifdar with the aim of
bringing an impressive Asian fine dining
experience to the masses. Here are some
mouth watering recipes straight from their
kitchen outlet in Bandra for the readers of
Sunday Pioneer.

What you need:

p One whole pomfret
p Slice ginger: 1 tsp
p Spring onion: 1
p White pepper: 1 tsp
p Oyster sauce: 1 tsp
p Soya sauce: 1 tsp
p Potato starch: 1 tbsp

PAN-FRIED POMFRET WITH GINGER AND
SPRING ONION

How to make:

i Pan fry the fish and keep aside on platter.
i Heat the oil in a pan.
i Add ginger and spring onion saute for one minute add oyster sauce, soya sauce, white pepper,

pinch of msg, soup stock and potato starch to thicken the sauce.
i Pour the sauce on the pomfret and serve hot.

SAUTEED PRAWNS IN

BLACK BEAN SAUCE

What you need:

p Prawns
p Oyster sauce: ½ tsp
p Light soya sauce: 1 tsp
p Dark soya sauce: 1 tsp
p Msg sugar: a pinch
p Cooking wine: 1 tbsp
p Sesame oil: 1 tbsp
p Pepper powder:1 tsp
p Chopped garlic: 1 tsp
p Chopped chilli: 1 tsp
p Diced onion
p Chopped red, green & yellow bell pepper

FRESH LOBSTER SERVED WITH

NOODLES CHILLI GARLIC

What you need:
p Fresh lobster
p Pan fried noodles
p Homemade chili garlic

sauce: 1 tbsp
p Chopped ginger: 1 tsp
p Chilli: 1 tsp
p Fried garlic: 1 tsp
p Small diced onion
p Spring onion

How to make:

i Toss all the ingredients apart
from lobster and noodles with
home chilli garlic sauce.

i Then fry the meat of lobster in
small chunks and then fry the
shell of the lobster for garnish.

i After tossing onion and spring
onion with homemade chilli
garlic sauce add lobster chunks

and then place it on pan
fried noodles and

then garnish
with the shell

of lobster.

How to make:

i Stir fry chopped gar-
lic, chopped chilli,
diced onion, diced all
3 bell pepper, prawns

i Add all the above
sauce, stir fry for 2
minutes.
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A
SUS announced the
expansion of its con-
sumer notebook lineup

with AMD Ryzen 7000 Series
for the Indian market. Designed
for young professionals,
entrepreneurs and lifestyle
enthusiasts the new range of
laptops includes the flagship
ZenBook 14 OLED along with
VivoBook Series and latest
VivoBook Go Lineup. The pric-
ing of the new ZenBook 14
OLED starts from INR 89,990,
the VivoBook Go 14 from INR
42,990, the VivoBook Go 15
OLED from INR 50,990, and
VivoBook 15X OLED at INR
66,990. ASUS has also intro-
duced the VivoBook Classic

family with VivoBook 14/15 OLED and
VivoBook 16 models starting from INR
55,990. These laptops will be sold online
(ASUS e-shop/ Amazon/ Flipkart) and offline
(ASUS Exclusive Stores/ ROG Stores/Croma/Vijay
Sales/Reliance Digital). The ZenBook 14 OLED is
powered by the latest AMD Ryzen 7030 series of
processors with high 28W performance and up to 8
cores. The
VivoBook
Go lineup
is pow-
ered by
AMD’s
new
Ryzen
7020
series of
proces-
sors.

P
OCO announced the launch of a new smart-
phone under its popular X-series POCO X5
5G. Equipped with exciting features like a

Qualcomm® Snapdragon® 695 processor, 6.67" 120Hz
Super AMOLED Display, 48MP triple camera and
5,000mAh battery supported by 33W fast charging POCO
India brings #The5GAllStar to the market. It comes with 7
5G bands and has dual 5G support with up to 2.5Gbps

download speed*. A rare 5G
smartphones in the seg-
ment to feature an FHD+
Super AMOLED display,
POCO X5 5G flaunts a 6.67"

large display with Corning
Gorilla Glass protection

that levels up the
content viewing
experience of the

user. POCO X5 5G
flaunts a

48MP f/1.8 primary cam-
era that is able to capture
crisp pictures and videos.
It also has an 8MP ultra-
wide camera and 2MP
macro sensor for
nuanced detailing. It also
has a 13MP front camera
that gives you great clari-
ty and detailing. The
smartphone supports a
5,000mAh battery which
provides enough juice to
take an average user
through a weekend. It
comes with an in-box
33W fast charger and
charges half of the battery
in just 22 mins.

Xiaomi India launches Redmi Smart Fire TV

Xiaomi India unveiled the latest addition
to their TV portfolio with the launch of
Redmi Smart Fire TV. Designed to offer
a seamless streaming experience with
Fire TV built-in, Redmi Smart Fire TV
features Vivid Picture Engine, and Dolby
Audio for the best entertainment experi-
ence in its class. The device delivers High
Definition-Ready (HD-Ready) display,
powered by Vivid Picture Engine tech-
nology for an immersive and true-to-life
viewing experience. Featuring powerful
20W speakers, Dolby Audio, DTS-HD
and DTS: Virtual X technology, the tele-
vision offers complete entertainment at
home.

The newly launched smart TV features
Amazon's Fire OS 7, which lets con-
sumers enjoy a world of entertainment
with over 12,000 apps from the Fire TV
app store including Prime Video, Netflix,

Disney+ Hotstar, Zee5, SonyLiv,
YouTube and more. Consumers can
stream Amazon miniTV, and 70+ live
channels.

Customers can ask Alexa to play
music, check the weather, control com-
patible smart home devices including
bulbs, ACs, and fans, and watch the live
feed from compatible security cameras,
by just asking “Alexa, show me my smart
home dashboard”, “Alexa, turn on the
lights”, “Alexa, show my security camera
feed” etc.

Price:
The Redmi Smart Fire TV 32" will be

available for a price of INR 13,999 on
Mi.com and Amazon.in. For a limited
time, consumers will be able to purchase
the unit at an introductory price of INR
11,999, that includes an additional offer
of INR 1,000 on Mi.com and Amazon.in.

POCO India launches

#The5GAllStar POCO X5 5G
OPPO launches Find N2 Flip in India

O
PPO announced the availability of
its flagship Find N2 Flip in India
at INR 89,999. It will be avail-

able—March 17, 12AM onwards—
atOPPO Stores, Flipkart, and mainline
retail outlets. Customers can get it for as
low as INR 79,999 through cashbacks and
incentives.

The best-in-class hinge does not sacri-
fice durability either; the OPPO Find N2
Flip is certified by third-party TÜV
Rheinland to withstand 4,00,000-fold and
unfolds–theequivalent of opening and
closing the phone 100 times every day for
over ten years. The smartphone has also
been tested for over 1,00,000-fold and
unfold cycles under extreme conditions
ranging from -20 degrees C to 50 degrees
C, with 95 per cent humidity. The 50MP
Sony IMX890 primary sensor on the
OPPO Find N2 Flip comeswith all-pixel

omnidirectional intelligent focusing so
nearby subjects look sharp while back-
grounds look soft; photos look textured,
dynamic, and detailed.

ASUS expands its 
consumer notebook lineup in India

K. RAMYA SREE

L
avie, a PETA- certified brand,
launched its new collection, one of
which is Aura satchel.

We got our hands on the bag that fea-
tures a premium quality saffiano texture.
The Aura flap satchel is 20 cm in length,
6.5 cm in width and 15.5 cm in height. 

Having used it for nearly a month now,
here is our exclusive review: 

It’s trendy, chic and can be paired with
almost everything in your wardrobe. This
handbag has a sturdy exterior and a cush-
ioned handle for comfortable carry. The
bag has a triangular top flap opening with a
snap button and logo embossed PVC patch.

It has one main spacious compartment

with an internal zip pocket and a well-
stitched inner lining for accessibility and
storage. The bag comes with an adjustable
and detachable sling strap

The minute details of the bag adds to the
classy appearance of the purse at the first
glance. It has a short handle and an option-
al shoulder strap. It looks dressier with the
top handle rather than the shoulder strap. 

There are no outside pockets, however,
you get two inner sections, one has a zip
and the other, a small compartment in
which you can slip in skinny things. The
centre room is open where you can fit in a
mobile phone, a lip stick, some tissues and
a small bottle of hand sanitiser. It is a
small-sized bag so don’t expect to fit in
many things. 

The shape of the bag allows the bag to

stand up when you are rummag-
ing through it. It does not tip
over easily. This type of
purse is not for
your everyday
usage,
howev-
er it is
chic and
classy for
all your
brunch or
dinner parties
or even cocktail
parties. They go
pretty well with any
kind of saree, gowns,
and frocks. 

In short, this is a nicely

designed
purse and it is

for when you dress up
for a chic event, perfect for

a dinner party.
This is a nicely designed

purse, does not tip over
when placed on the flat

surface, and will last a
while.

The leather quality is mediocre,
but sufficient for occasional or careful

use over time.
This beautiful satchel is available in 5

colours: Black, White, Wine, Peach, P Blue.

Chic and classy
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Will high home prices, rising interest rates

dent the real estate sector in 2023-24?
T

he real estate market is complex.
prices are driven by a wide variety
of factors that are local, regional,

national, and global. while basic concepts
like supply and demand come into play,
other things like mortgage rates, inflation,
and even economic conditions in other
countries can also influence the real estate
market.so, any substantial increase in
interest rates for house loans will make the
loan costlier and EMIs will jump up mak-
ing these loans unattractive. This may
adversely affect the real estate market with
a curb on demand on which housing loans
become unaffordable. The real estate sec-
tor at a medium level is highly rate sensi-
tive and requisite support is required by
keeping the interest rates reasonable.

Spiking home prices and rising interest
rates are putting off buyers, sending real
estate demand on a downward scale.
Home buyers never had as good as they
did in the post-pandemic. Current mort-
gage rates which are impacted by the fed-
eral funds rate and other market rates
influence the price of housing. When
monthly rates rise that leads to an increase
in the monthly payments for a loan of the
same amount. The buoyant outlook for
India’s housing market is the RBI embark-
ing on its most aggressive tightening cycle
in a decade.r relatively late compared with
other central banks in raising interest
rates, RBI has raised the repo rate from
the pandemic-era record low of 4% to
5.40%.

Rising interest rates do have a very
noticeable effect on buyers and sellers. The
hypothetical situation proves that property
value and housing prices directly correlate
to mortgage rates but what underlies both
scenarios is the health of the economy. If
the economy grows
fast enough, ris-
ing rates will
not have
as

great an effect on property value and hous-
ing prices. A strong economy allows
employers to increase salaries enough to
help compensate for the rising interest
rates. As long as the economy continues to
grow and the economy continues to see
job growth and wage growth, a rise in an
interest rate should not paralyze the real
estate market.

The increased property prices are
expected to lead to an increase in rental
prices as well despite all these things real
estate market will do well in 2023 since we
can already see that the economy will be
robust, local activity will resume and the
government will take action to help tier-2
cities expand even more.Tier-2 cities are
anticipated to gain even more attraction as
desirable places to reside this year as a
result of increasing economic activity and
employment prospects.

Consumer confidence is still high and
we can anticipate that the government's
proposed sector-specific initiatives will
benefit all market participants including
home buyers, developers, land owners, and
tenants. As per Anarock's report, as many
as 2.73lakh units were sold in 2022 from
January to September. This is a whopping
87% increase as against the corresponding
period in 2021. With work-from-home
culture still prevalent, customers are
preferring spacious homes in 2bhk
and 3bhk configurations as they
want more space for recre-
ational purposes.

Rising income and
employment lev-
els, an
increase in
spend-
ing

capacity, the need for financial and emo-
tional security, and the penchant for bigger
homes with upgraded amenities have led
to a surge in properties this year. Experts
and industry officials said that even
though rates hike are a sentiment dampen-
er they cannot be the sole reason why a
committed buyer decides not to seek
financing. A lot of fundamental factors like
geographics, demographics, and the grow-
ing culture of nuclear families too come
into the picture. Housing demand is also
supported by favorable tax regimes and the
government’s thrust on the real estate sec-
tor.

According to a recent CRISIL report, the
momentum in housing demand across
India’s top cities is expected to continue in
this fiscal year and grow five to ten percent
despite rising property prices, interest
rates, and a high base effect supported by
favorable demographics and urban-
ization. The rating agency
estimates that housing
demand rose a
solid 33-38%
in the last
fiscal
year

surpassing pre covid-19 levels, albeit on a
lower base. Demand for housing is mildly
impacted by the interest rates while funda-
mental factors play a major role. when the
interest levels are historically low over the
last two years, demand for housing was
subdued as income did not rise. Now
home prices are suppressed and affordabil-
ity has improved and the accumulated
demand for real estate will start showing
irrespective of the rise in rates.

Rising home prices and interest rates
could not dent the buoyant home owner-
ship sentiment across the nation as people
are more confident today about real estate
investment than earlier.

(The writer, Suren Goyal, is the partner, RPS
Group)



F
rom darkness to light, from ignorance to
knowledge, Jupiter is the great one who
brings positivity to all. Understanding

Jupiter’s placement in the chart helps one learn
how we see life and how we pursue it. This
guardian angel can make or break our mental
state. So let us learn more about him.

Planet Jupiter in astrology or Brihaspati is
regarded as the Guru of the celestial cabinet and
is the most benefic planet in astrology. It is often
said that any dosha in Kundli is alleviated very
easily if the person has a strong Jupiter. This plan-
et is the indicator of growth, progress, fortune,
and happiness. Whenever Jupiter aspects some-
one’s astrological chart, they are very likely to see
an improvement in their current status. They
might be bestowed with good luck or some for-
tune and find happiness more often. If an individ-
ual experiences a tough situation in life, Jupiter
makes things easy for them, resolving many of
their problems.

Jupiter signifies growth and expansion; hence
Jupiter is also the planet that is responsible for
weight gain. It tends to make a person bulky. It is
also the natural indicator of children and also sig-
nifies the spouse in a woman’s life.

Jupiter is the signifier of the pursuit of knowl-
edge and the ones who seek it. It is thus associat-
ed with the ‘Guru’ in all our lives- teacher, men-
tor, and religious leader. Jupiter takes one on the
path to enlightenment – from the darkness of
ignorance to the light of knowledge. It is full of
serene wisdom.

As a planet that is the prime driver of our hap-
piness and prosperity, the planet of fortune, and
the planet that alleviates difficulties, it is impor-
tant to understand Jupiter in astrology to get the
beneficial effects of Jupiter.

Vedic story of planet Jupiter

Jupiter, or Brihaspati, or Dev Guru, or simply
Guru is of prime significance in Vedic astrology,
as well as in Vedic stories. He is considered
extremely auspicious and benefic and has a lot of
wisdom. He is also the highest of the benefic
planets in astrology.

Brihaspati was born to Sage Angiras and his
wife, who undertook severe penance for bearing a
son who would be symbolic of wisdom. Happy
with their penance, the Gods blessed them with
Brihaspati or the lord of lights.

Brihaspati is also the preceptor or the Guru of
the devas, hence he is known as the Dev Guru.
He is also the chief priest of Indra who performs
sacrificial rituals and yagnas for the Devas. He is
foremost among all the Brahmanas. He is consid-
ered to be the repository of knowledge and
extremely versed in sacred texts, including the
Vedas. He is also symbolic of religious piety.

Brihaspati was married to Tara, who later
eloped with Chandra Dev, and their union result-
ed in the birth of Budh or Mercury, who was
cursed by Brihaspati to be neither male nor
female.

Brihaspati, being the Dev Guru, has an enmity
towards Shukracharya, the Asura Guru. This
enmity is also partly due to the possession of the
knowledge of MritSanjeevani by Asura Guru
Shukracharya. Brihaspati sent his son Kacha to
Shukracharya to acquire this rare and exclusive
knowledge, but the son was partially successful in
gaining this knowledge.

Planet Jupiter in astrology

Jupiter is the 5th planet from the Sun and also
the largest in the solar system. Jupiter is thus the
most beneficial of all planets in astrology. Jupiter
is the ruler of Sagittarius and Pisces. The
MoolTrikon of Jupiter is in Sagittarius from 0 to

Your inner need to
experiment with life
may take you to hostile
waters. A sense of joy
will fill you. Rise above
mundanity through
introspection. 

You will be an
intensely alive
personality to deal
with. Being insecure,
you need someone to
boost your energy.
This will help you
overcome distress. 

You will be popular
among those you
mingle with. You will
also get easily
agitated. Patience
will help you get
what you want. Use
all your connections. 

YOUR
WEEK
AHEAD

Avoid hurting others
and hurting yourself.
You can start plucking
the fruits of your hard
labour. You are to
retrace your steps at
the office or home. 

Your talent, creativity and
charisma will win the accolades of
those above you. Those around
you may turn hostile. You will
desire romance in life.

10 degrees. Jupiter in astrology is
the ruler or karaka of the 5th
House, 9th House, and the 12th
House of the astrology chart.

Jupiter is exalted in Cancer,
while it is debilitated in the sign
of Capricorn. Jupiter finds direc-
tional strength in the 1st House
irrespective of the Rashi, Jupiter
will give good results in the 1st
House.

The transit of Jupiter in any
Rashi or House is for a period of
about 12 to 13 months. The
Mahadasha period of Jupiter is
for 16 years.

The friendly planets of Jupiter
are Sun, Moon, and Mars. It is
neutral to Saturn, while Jupiter
has enmity with Mercury and
Venus.

The day of Jupiter is Thursday,
and its direction is the North
East. Jupiter is associated with
yellow colour and wearing the
same colour is recommended if
one has a weak Jupiter in their
astrology chart. The metal of
Jupiter is gold, and the colour of
Jupiter is Yellow.

Planet Jupiter in astrology sig-
nifies the male gender and is of
the Brahman Varna. It has sattvic
guna. Its nature is Kapha, or
watery.

Planet Jupiter in astrology
stands for general fortune and
luck. Under the influence of
Jupiter, people gain spiritually
and also achieve material wealth.
It also indicates happiness. Jupiter
is also believed to be the epitome
of spirituality and meditation.

In relation, Jupiter is the signi-
fier of children, and in a woman’s
birth chart, it is also the karaka of
the husband. A well-placed
Jupiter implies having children at
the right age, where the children
are healthy and also render much
happiness. Unlike Mars, which is
merely the romantic interest of a
woman, Jupiter signifies the hus-
band and the happiness related to
him. A good husband and mar-
riage at the right age, along with a
blissful marital life, are all indicat-
ed by Jupiter for a woman.

Jupiter is also the person
whom we turn to, for any kind of

guidance in life. They are knowl-
edgeable people with more expe-
rience in life. They are often the
older generation in the household
who know more about the world
than us.

In professions, Jupiter is the
professor, the teacher, the mentor,
the philosopher, the religious
leader or theologian, and the
manager. Jupiter is the most
learned and is thus associated
with education. He is the wisest
of all beings, with unmatched
knowledge of the scriptures.
Thus, any religious leader or reli-
gious scholar is the representative
of Jupiter. In places, Jupiter
implies the places of learning.
Thus, schools, colleges, universi-
ties, coaching centres, and any
other place where people learn
and acquire knowledge are asso-
ciated with Jupiter. It is also the
place of worship at home, and
any other religious gathering
since Jupiter is the signifier of
religion and theology. For a
woman, it is also an indicator of
the wedding altar or Mandap.

In medical astrology, Jupiter
represents the liver, gallbladder,
large intestines, kidney, body fat,
thigh, knees, tongue, and brain. It
also indicates the circulation of
blood inside the heart. Therefore,
any afflictions to Jupiter or an
adversely placed Jupiter might
result in diseases of the above
organs. In such cases, a person
might have an unhealthy liver or
jaundice in the more severe cases,
may be obese or extremely prone
to weight gains, and may face
heart blockages owing to fatty
deposits on the heart, inflamma-
tion of tissues, enlargement of
organs, and such other associated
medical conditions.

Planet Jupiter in astrology also
indicates weight gain, hence
when Jupiter aspects in an indi-
vidual’s natal chart, they tend to
put on weight owing to several
reasons. It may be due to ill
health, hereditary or other rea-
sons. Under such an influence, it
is always recommended that one
exercise daily and be watchful of
their diet.

Make sure to carry out
your homework before
committing. Things may
go wrong and you won't
know why. Relax, give it a
thought. All is not bad. 

Experience will help
you make the right
decisions. You need
inspiration. You aim
high. This will make
you follow your heart.
Novelties will attract
you. 

Your ability to experiment will
prove to be a boon. Your
peculiarities will bring
advantages. Balancing work
and personal life may stretch
your limits. 

Your dreams will get
support from your
siblings. You will find
yourself restless.
New ideas will come
to your mind. Time is
good to make new
starts. 

An utter change in
your life can happen.
Dealing with
important people will
help to improve your
character. You lack the
energy to be
charismatic. 

Beauty and harmony
may be absent from
your life. New
projects may get
approved. To others,
you may be self-
possessive. You will
taste success.

You are generous to
achieve anything
beautiful or
harmonious. Success
will be the hallmark of
your career. You will be
driven towards
achievement. 

Importance of planet
Jupiter in astrology
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he decisions taken by the
Telangana State Public Service
Commission (TSPSC) to cancel
the examination conducted on
March 5th to fill various positions

in the Engineering Department and to post-
pone the examinations that had been sched-
uled for March 12 (to fill posts in Town
Planning wing) as well as March 15 and 16
(to fill posts in Veterinary wing), following
public outrage over question paper leak and
hacking of systems in the Commission's
head office by staffers in collusion with oth-
ers reflect abject institutional failure.

The March 5 examination was conducted
to fill 833 vacancies of assistant engineer,
municipal assistant engineer, technical offi-
cer, and junior technical officer in various
engineering departments. A
total of 55,000 candidates had
written the examination. Their
efforts have gone down the
drain.Adding insult to injury,
TSPSC, with umpteen loopholes
in its IT security architecture,
proposes to go ahead with the
Group-1 Mains examination 'as
per schedule'.

After the TS government
ordered probe by a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) into
the March 5 paper leak and related matters,
TSPSC chairman B Janardhan Reddy trotted
out an excuse that the Commission would
reschedule the postponed examination after
taking fool-proof measures. He gave an
assurance that no such malpractices would
be repeated in the future. His veiled alibi is
ridiculous: "The severe staff crunch made us
trust everyone. I never imagined my own
people will betray me." 

For the record, the TSPSC always says it is
taking no chances. Since it is within its rights
to distrust students, it has introduced bub-
bling i.e., answers are to be bubbled (ticked)
in the right circles, against options in
the multiple choice. Each question
has four options with each option
having a circle against it. The can-
didate has to 'bubble' the circle of his
choice with a blue or black ballpoint pen. As
a complementary measure, OMR (optical
mark recognition) sheets have been intro-
duced so that once the candidates bubble the
answers, they can be scanned for evaluation.

Likewise, for public consumption, pro-
hibitory orders under Section 144 of the
CrPC were in vogue against any assembly of
persons around 500 yards at all the TSPSC
examination centres. 

When TSPSC could take elaborate and
almost intimidating steps to keep a watch on
candidates taking the examinations in vari-
ous centres and sanitise around 500 yards
surrounding the centres; what prevented it
from keeping its own backyard clean and IT
systems transparently and impeccably fool-
proof right from the beginning?Police offi-
cers, military personnel, flying squads, edu-
cation department officials were on duty in
and around the examination centres. But
systems in the TSPSC's head office were
porous, with obviously unrestricted access to
every Tom, Dick, and Harry. The glaring fact
that an outsourced employee could have
complete access to systems in the office and
leak the papers with help from regular
staffers and outsiders shows the gaping holes

in the IT security architecture of TSPSC. 
TSPSC, irrespective of its current staff

position, is solely responsible for hiring gov-
ernment staff at various levels. How can it
afford to be so lax in ensuring cybersecuri-
ty;and that too, in matters connected with
highly confidential information such as con-
ducting examinations?

Just arresting those caught in the act and
sacking some of them is not enough. Those
in charge of TSPSC's IT security architecture
and all their supervisors, including top boss-
es,must be held accountable. The
Commission's dismal failure to maintain the
integrity of its IT applications and systems
even at its head office cannot be condoned. 

The TSPSC chairman's argument that the
Commission had found the paper leak and

alerted the police holds no water. 
The fact that the accused could

access all systems and steal infor-
mation from the Commission
head office shows the cavalier
way the top bosses treated the
entire examination process. The
TSPSC chairman, instead of
assuaging the heartburn of 55
lakhs students who wrote the
March 5th examination after hav-

ing prepared for it over several
months, had the gall to tell all job

aspirants that they must not believe in
'rumours'. How can he label the contents of
viral video clips and investigative media
reports on the paper leak as 'rumours'?  The
ease with which the paper leak happened in
the case of the March 5 examination in fact
draws attention to the need for a larger
probe into every stage of the recruitment
process that has been completed in six of
the 26 notifications issued till date. Sensing
the presence of more rats in the head office
and elsewhere, the TSPSC has of course
cancelled the examinations scheduled for
March 12 as well as March 15 and 16. It had

no choice, given the way its systems
had been hacked with tell-tale evi-
dence. Fortunately, the devices
seized from the accused in the

March 5 paper leak were handed over
to the forensics team to ascertain if they
had leaked other papers. The findings of the
forensics team are crucial to take a call on a
larger probe.

Most importantly, the prime accused is a
regular employee of the TSPSC. Acting in
cahoots with at least eight others, he had
downloaded the paper illegally from the
TSPSC systems and sold it. Two of the
accused were also beneficiaries of the
leaked paper. What if they could not quali-
fy? 

The TS police, having arrested nine peo-
ple for their alleged involvement in the
examination paper leak case, must not rest
until everyone involved and every system
compromised in the conduct of all TSPSC
examinations held so far is screened and
isolated. All those involved, including those
at the helm and morally responsible, must
be brought to book. 

Ultimately, the TSPSC paper leak episode
is a case of fence eating the crop. That is,
those holding fiduciary responsibilities have
let down lakhs of candidates, most of them
jobless for long and recently enthused by a
ray of hope after several decades of recruit-
ment freeze in the state government.

MURALI RAMASWAMY

Senior JJournalist 
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TSPSC paper leak: Case of
fence eating crop

A
second-hand XXL
Chanel bag that
looks like a shop-

ping basket on sale was
sold for a whopping
$104,663 (Rs 86.1 lakh),
according to Farfetch,
where it is listed. The
cost of Chanel’s “2014
XXL Shopping Basket
bag" includes import
duties as well. It is a part
of the luxury brand's
Autumn/Winter 2014
collection.

The basket is made of
leather on 35 per cent of
its surface and has silver
plating on the remaining
65 per cent surface. The
two metallic top handles, the Chanel logo
charm, the leather and chain-link detail-

ing, and the silver-plated hardware are
the highlights of the black basket.

I
t was raining worms in a street of
China’s Liaoning city, which is about
428 miles from Beijing. The video of

the alleged incident, posted on March 11,
is doing rounds on social media with

people speculating for a logical reason
which could explain the erratic rains. In
the video, Cars are shown covered in
worm-like objects after heavy rains were
reported in China

A
s a global audience starts to tune in
for the 95th Academy Awards, one
thing that is guaranteed to surprise

viewers is the creative decision not to have
a red carpet, but a champagne-colored
runner instead. This is the first time since
1961 that the famous Oscars red carpet
has not been red, one of the many big
changes made for this year’s ceremony
including a new dress code and the addi-
tion of an Academy Award “crisis team.”
The Academy Awards hired the creative
team behind the annual Met Gala, that
team is lead by Lisa Love and the Gala’s
creative director Raúl Àvila.
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Rain of worms in China

Oscars drops red carpet

Second-hand Chanel shopping

basket sold for Rs 86.1 lakh!
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