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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the

new Parliament building will
make every Indian proud, as he
posted a video of the newly-
constructed complex on
Twitter and urged people to
share it on the social media
platform with the hashtag
“MyParliamentMyPride”.

Modi also urged people to
share the video with their
voiceover which he will
retweet.

The new Parliament build-
ing will be inaugurated on
Sunday and the ceremony will
begin with an early morning
havan and a multi-religion
prayer followed by a formal
opening in the Lok Sabha by

Prime Minister Modi.
“The new Parliament

building will make every
Indian proud. This video offers
a glimpse of this iconic build-
ing. I have a special request —
share this video with your own
voice-over, which conveys your
thoughts. I will re-Tweet some
of them. Don’t forget to use
#MyParliamentMyPride,” the
Prime Minister said on Twitter.

The video shared by the
Prime Minister gives a virtual
tour of the new Parliament
building, including the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.

As many as 25 parties are
expected to attend the inaugu-
ration of the new Parliament
building even as 20 Opposition
parties have decided to boycott
the event.

Officials said the havan
will be held outside the new
building around 7 am and the
ceremonial sceptre Sengol will
be handed over to Modi by the
high priests of the Shaivite
order.

The Sengol will be installed
near the chair of the Speaker in
the new Parliament building.

Former vice president M
Venkaiah Naidu, Lok Sabha

Speaker Om Birla, former
prime minister HD Deve
Gowda and Rajya Sabha deputy
chairman Harivansh among
others are expected to be pre-
sent during the formal inau-
guration of the new complex.

The triangular-shaped
four-storey Parliament building
has a built-up area of 64,500
sqm. The building has three
main gates — Gyan Dwar,
Shakti Dwar, and Karma Dwar. 
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The war of words between
the BJP and the Congress

over the historical roots of the
ceremonial sceptre Sengol, to
be installed near the Chair of
the Speaker in the new
Parliament building, intensified
on Friday.

Lambasting the Congress
for the boycott call and dis-
puting the historical impor-
tance of sengol, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah tweet,
“Why does the Congress party
hate Indian traditions and cul-
ture so much? A sacred Sengol
was given to Pandit Nehru by
a holy Saivite Mutt from Tamil
Nadu to symbolise India’s free-
dom but it was banished to a
museum as a ‘walking stick’.” 

Shah’s remarks came after
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh claimed there was no
documented evidence of Lord
Mountbatten, C

Rajagopalachari and Jawaharlal
Nehru describing the Sengol as
a symbol of transfer of power
by the British to India.

Ramesh tweeted, “There is
no documented evidence what-
soever of Mountbatten, Rajaji
and Nehru describing this
sceptre as a symbol of transfer
of British power to India. All
claims to this effect are plain
and simple — bogus. Is it any
surprise that the new
Parliament is being consecrat-
ed with typically false narra-
tives from WhatsApp
University? The BJP-RSS dis-
torians stand exposed yet again
with maximum claims, mini-
mum evidence.” 

Shah said, “Now, Congress
has heaped another shameful
insult. The Thiruvaduthurai
Adheenam, a holy Saivite Mutt,
itself spoke about the impor-
tance of the Sengol at the time
of India’s freedom.”

The Congress, he further

posted, is calling the
“Adheenam’s history as
BOGUS! Congress needs to
reflect on their behaviour”. The
Tamil tradition of a high priest
presenting a sceptre to a newly
crowned king as a symbolic
gesture dates back to the Chola
dynasty.

Several Union ministers
hit out at the 20 Opposition
parties, including the Congress,
over their decision to boycott
the inauguration ceremony. 

A group of 270 eminent

citizens, including former
bureaucrats, ambassadors and
veterans condemned the
Opposition parties for their
decision and claimed that all
the “family-first” parties have
come together to boycott all
that represents India.

The head of a Tamil Nadu
monastery sought to counter
Ramesh’s claim, saying the
Sengol was handed over to
Lord Mountbatten and then it
was presented to Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru in 1947 to
symbolise transfer of power
from British and wrong claims
made in this respect by some
people has caused sadness.

T i r u v a v a d u t h u r a i
Aadeenam, Ambalavana
Desika Paramacharya Swami
said the Sengol that that was
away from the gaze of people
would now be prominently
displayed in Parliament for
the world to see.

To a question by reporters
in Chennai on any proof for the
handover of the Sengol, the
pontiff said there were evi-
dence, including photographs
and reports that appeared in
newspapers and magazines in

1947.
BJP president JP Nadda

said what connects the boy-
cotting parties is their dynas-
tic leadership whose “monar-
chic” methods are at logger-
heads with the principles of the
Constitution.

While announcing the
boycott, the Opposition parties
had said the Prime Minister’s
decision to inaugurate it by
himself, “completely sidelin-
ing President Droupadi
Murmu, is not only a grave
insult but a direct assault on
our democracy which
demands a commensurate
response”.

Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri hit out at the
Congress and others who
gave the boycott call, saying
the “boycott gang” is insulting
the legacy of their own lead-
ers and the freedom fighters.

In a series of tweets, Puri
cited an old article of the
Time Magazine published in
1947 which he said was a
must read for those who wish
they had built the magnificent
new Parliament instead of
Prime Minister Modi.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday stayed the
Calcutta High Court order,
which imposed a cost of �25
lakh on Trinamool Congress
leader Abhishek Banerjee
while dismissing his plea seek-
ing recall of a previous order
pertaining to probe into the
school jobs scam case.

A vacation bench com-
prising Justices JK Maheshwari
and PS Narasimha observed
the high court had considered
the points raised by Banerjee
in his plea but the imposition
of cost of �25 lakh was “per-
haps not warranted”. “But
then, it does not mean that no
cost can be imposed at all….
I think the order is a very bal-
anced and fair order,” he
observed.
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The Allahabad High Court
on Friday directed all mat-

ters related to the Sri Krishna
Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah dis-
pute pending before a Mathura
court be transferred to it.

Justice Arvind Kumar
Mishra passed the order allow-
ing a transfer application filed
by Bhagwan Shrikrishna
Virajman at Katra Keshav Dev
Khewat Mathura through the
next friend, Ranjana Agnihotri,
and seven others. “It is request-
ed to the respected chief justice
to kindly nominate an appro-
priate bench for trial and dis-
posal of such suits so with-
drawn,” he added.

The petitioners had
requested that the original trial
must be conducted by the 
HC itself like the Ayodhya 
matter. 
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ADelhi court on Friday
granted a no-objection

certificate (NOC) to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for
issuance of an “ordinary pass-
port” for three years instead
of the normal 10 years, fol-
lowing an objection raised by
BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy. 

Rahul had surrendered
his diplomatic passport upon
his disqualification as an MP.
Swamy argued that the court
should listen the opinion of
Union Home Ministry, which
issued notice to Rahul on the
controversial British citizen-
ship holding issue. 

“I’m partly allowing your
application. Not for 10 years
but three years,” Additional
Chief  Metropolitan
Magistrate (ACMM) Vaibhav
Mehta told Rahul’s counsel.
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Given India’s contribution to
various peacekeeping mis-

sions under the aegis of the
United Nations, top UN offi-
cials have voiced support for
New Delhi’s initiative to estab-
lish a memorial wall honouring
the fallen UN peacekeepers.
The officials also lauded India’s
contributions to peacekeeping
missions across the globe.

India is the third largest
contributor of uniformed per-
sonnel to UN peacekeeping
with more than 6,000 military
and police personnel deployed
to Abyei, the Central African
Republic, Cyprus, the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Lebanon, the Middle
East and Western Sahara. 

About 177 Indian peace-
keepers have made the supreme
sacrifice, the highest number
by far from any troop-con-
tributing country.

The International Day of
United Nations Peacekeepers
was commemorated in the
United Nations late Thursday
with solemn ceremonies,
including a wreath laid by UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres at the Peacekeepers
Memorial to honour the
women and men who sacri-
ficed their lives while serving
under the UN flag.

Guterres also presided

over a ceremony in the
General Assembly Hall at
which the Dag Hammarskjöld
Medals were awarded posthu-
mously to 103 military, police,
and civilian peacekeepers,
who were killed in the line of
duty last year, including three
Indian personnel.

Border Security Force
personnel Head Constables
Shishupal Singh and Sanwala
Ram Vishnoi, who both
served with the Organization
Stabilization Mission in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo and Shaber Taher Ali
who served in a civilian
capacity with the UN
Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) were honoured
with the Dag Hammarskjöld
Medal at the solemn ceremo-
ny. 
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India is expected to clock the
highest growth among the

world’s big economies this year
and the country’s economy is
witnessing the “famous snow-
ball effect” that will lead to
more investments and more
jobs, according to World
Economic Forum (WEF)
President Borge Brende.

“There have been reforms
that have led to less red tape,
better climate for investments
and also the digital revolution
is really happening in India,”
Brende said and stressed that
he is “very bullish and opti-
mistic” about the country’s
growth trajectory but not so
optimistic about global growth.

India, which currently

holds the G20 presidency, is
one of the fastest growing key
economies in the world and
WEF has had close collabora-
tions with the country for the
past many years.

“When the snowball starts
to roll, it gets bigger and big-
ger, and that is what is hap-
pening with the Indian econ-
omy.

“The growth will lead to
more investments, more jobs...
It will be an exponential

growth in the coming years
and you will see a situation
where more poverty is eradi-
cated and more opportunities
are there for young people,”
Brende told PTI in an inter-
view in the national capital.

Brende, who was on a
short visit to India, had dis-
cussions about ongoing col-
laborations as well as India’s
G20 presidency with stake-
holders. He met various Union
ministers and company exec-
utives, among others.

“I think that nations in the
developing world have some-
thing to learn from India.
India is the largest democracy
in the world and it is also an
open society with entrepre-
neurs and innovators and free
speech,” he said.
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The old Parliament building,
an architectural splendour

and a historic landmark that
guided the destiny of India for
nearly a century and whose
illustrious legacy will now be
consigned to the pages of his-
tory, was inaugurated on
January 18, 1927, by then
Viceroy Lord Irwin.

On May 28, when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the new Parliament
building and dedicate it to the
nation, the old Sansad Bhavan
will also hand over its position

as the country’s hallowed leg-
islature, a privilege it enjoyed
for over 96 years.

Revered today as India’s
temple of democracy, the old
Parliament House has for these
nine-and-a-half decades wit-
nessed the imperial rule of the
British and its chamber has
heard the echoes of bombs
hurled by revolutionaries

Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar
Dutt in a bid to attain freedom.

The building has seen the
dawn of Independence and its
halls have reverberated with the
historic “Tryst with Destiny”
speech delivered by first prime
minister Jawaharlal Nehru on
August 15, 1947.

An architectural marvel
with its charming circular
design and an impressive
colonnade of 144 creamy
sandstone on the first floor, the
old building was opened amid
much fanfare at a time when
the new imperial capital of the
British Raj — New Delhi —

was being built at a site in
Raisina Hill area.

According to archival doc-
uments and rare old images, a
grand ceremony was held on
January 18, 1927, to mark the
opening of the majestic build-
ing, then called Council
House.

Over a century ago, when
the nation was still in the mak-
ing and Independence 26 years
away, Britain’s Duke of
Connaught had laid the foun-
dation stone of Parliament
House on February 12, 1921,
and said it would stand “as the
symbol of India’s rebirth to yet

higher destinies”.
The building, with a diam-

eter of 560 ft and circumfer-
ence of one-third of a mile, was
designed by Sir Herbert Baker,
who along with Sir Edwin
Lutyens was chosen to design
the new imperial capital in
Delhi. According to the book
“New Delhi — Making of a
Capital”, Lord Irwin had
arrived in his viceregal carriage
at a pavilion set up at the Great
Place (now Vijay Chowk), and
then “proceeded to open the
door of the Council House
with a golden key, handed to
him by Sir Herbert Baker”.

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday refused to
entertain a PIL seeking a
direction to the Lok Sabha
Secretariat for inauguration of
the new Parliament building
by President Droupadi
Murmu. 

A bench of justices JK
Maheshwari and PS
Narasimha told petitioner in-
person advocate Jaya Sukin
that the court understands
why and how this petition was
filed and it is not inclined to
entertain this petition under
Article 32 of the Constitution.

Srinagar: National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah on Friday said the
new Parliament building was
a welcome addition and looks
“pretty damn impressive”,
amid criticism by the
Opposition over its inaugura-
tion.

Abdullah, whose party’s
MPs have also announced to
boycott the inaugural cere-
mony, said when he was the

member of the Lok Sabha,
many of his colleagues often
spoke about the need for a
new and improved Parliament
building.

“Setting aside the brouha-
ha about the inauguration for
a moment, this building is a
welcome addition. Better late
than never is all I will say and
this one looks pretty damn
impressive,” the NC vice pres-
ident wrote on Twitter.

New Delhi: The Government
will issue a commemorative
�75 coin to mark the inaugu-
ration of new Parliament
Building on May 28 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

As per a gazette notifica-
tion by Department of
Economic Affairs under the
finance ministry, the weight of
this coin could be 34.65- 35.35
gram.

Rajpipla: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Friday described as “unfortu-
nate” the decision by 20
Opposition parties to boycott
the inauguration of the new
Parliament building and said
there should be a limit to
doing politics. Jaishankar said
the inauguration of the new
Parliament building should be
celebrated as a festival by the
entire nation.
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Friday  retained its forecast for
“normal” monsoon from June-
September this year,
unchanged from its predic-
tion in April, except north
west region this year although
it is said there is a high proba-
bility of El Nino phenomenon
which is set to return after a
three-year hiatus.  

The IMD said at 96 per
cent of the Long Period
Average (a 50-year mean) of 87
cm, this is at the lowest end of
what is considered “normal.”

Announcing the so-called
stage-2 long rage forecast for
Southwest Monsoon 2023, the
IMD in its updates on Friday
said rainfall during the June-
September period is expected
to be below normal at <92 per
cent of long period average
(LPA) in northwest India with
an error margin of +/-4 per
cent while overall monsoon is
expected to be normal in the

country at 96 to 104 per cent of
the LPA, which is based on
rainfall data from 1971 to 2020. 

It is likely to be normal at
94 to 106 per cent of the LPA
in the northeast, central, and
south Peninsular.

However, most parts of
the country will witness defi-
cient showers in June, except
some pockets in peninsular
regions such as south

Karnataka and northern Tamil
Nadu, Rajasthan and Ladakh,
it said. 

The IMD said the warm-
ing of the equatorial Pacific
Ocean has begun and there
was a 90 per cent probability of
development of the El Nino
phenomenon, which is known
to affect monsoon rains in
India. 

However, a positive Indian
Ocean Dipole is likely to devel-
op during the monsoon season
which would offset the adverse
impact of the El Nino and
bring rains to most parts of the
country.

D Sivananda Pai, head of
the IMD’s Environment
Monitoring and Research
Center said this is an El Nino
year associated with subdued
rainfall in the northwest and
central India and above-nor-
mal rainfall in the northeast. 
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The Supreme Court on
Friday granted jailed for-

mer Delhi Minister Satyendar
Jain interim bail for six weeks
on medical grounds, saying a
citizen has a right to receive
treatment of his choice in a pri-
vate hospital at his own
expense.

The relief came a day after
Jain collapsed in Tihar Jail
due to dizziness and was
admitted to the ICU of a
Government hospital. 
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It is notified for the 

information tha my original 

Qualifing Certificate DMC 

Registered no.1213081/080 of 

matriculation Examination Year 

2021 roll no.7374371 passed 

from Shri Guru Harkrishan Public 

School Basant Avenue Amritsar 

has been Lost. Ravleen Kaur D/o 

Gurbhej Singh R/o H.No.6110 

Gali No.21, Nawan Kot Amritsar 

Punjab India 

We, Surinder Kumar s/o 

Sh. Mehar Singh and Shailja w/o 

Surinder Kumar, both R/o # 47, 

Chajju Majra Colony, Sector 126, 

Kharar declare that our son 

Rajat and his wife Diksha Devi 

are out of our control. So we 

disown them from all our 

moveable/ immoveable 

properties. Anyone dealing with 

them will be doing so at his/her 

own risk. 

I, Rajwinder Kaur (D.O.B 

22/03/1985) W/o Amrinder Singh 

R/o VPO. Dhada Kalan, Tehsil 

Garhshankar, Hoshiarpur also 

known as Rajwinder Kaur Mann 

both these names are mine and 

I am one and the same person. 

Some of my documents do not 

carry my surname Mann, 

however, my passport and some 

other documents do carry my 

surname. Both my above said 

names carry equal value, 

authenticity and legal validity. 

I, Tejveer Singh alias 

Tejveer Singh Chatrath S/o 

Bhupinder Singh Village-

Kanakheda, Sub-Tehsil-Kula 

Tohana (Fatehabad) declare that 

both Tejveer Singh and Tejveer 

Singh Chatrath are same person 

i.e. my name. I am called by both 

names. Whose responsibility will 

be my own. 

I, Amrinder Singh (D.O.B 

17/05/1986) S/o Mohinder Singh 

R/o VPO. Dhada Kalan, Tehsil 

Garhshankar, Hoshiarpur also 

known as Amrinder Singh Mann 

both these names are mine and 

I am one and the same person. 

Some of my documents do not 

carry my surname Mann, 

however, my passport and some 

other documents do carry my 

surname. Both my above said 

names carry equal value, 

authenticity and legal validity. 

I, No. 2494330P Hav Jasvir 

Singh R/O Vill Bhaini Khanda 

PO Nanowal Jinder, Distt 

Gurdaspur declare that in my 

army record ,  Name of my wife 

is wrongly recorded as Sarabjit 

Kaur. Her correct Name is Sarbjit 

Kaur. 

I, Suresh Kumar S/o Sh. 

Jaipal Narayan Saini R/o 

H.No.3914, Gali no.6, Deshraj 

Colony, Panipat declare that my 

son Rupanshu are out of our 

control. So i disown his from my 

movable and immovable 

property. Anybody dealing with 

them at own risk. I or my family 

not responsible for any type of 

there legal or illegal acts.  

I, Mirajuddin S/O 

Jahiruddin, R/o House No. 326, 

Ward No. 20, Street No. 5, Shiv 

Nagar Panipat, state that my 

name (Miruzudin) and my 

father's name (Zahirudin) is 

written in my 10th class 

marksheet. Miruzudin and 

Mirajuddin are both of the same 

person and Jahiruddin and 

Zahirudin are both of my father's 

names. Make all relevant notes. 

I, Jaibhagwan s/o Shri 

Mangaram R/o Ghilod Khurd, 

Distt- Rohtak do hereby declare 

and affirm that My son Johny 

and his wife Rakhi both are out 

of my control and hearing. I 

legally evict them from movable 

and immovable property. He 

himself will be responsible for 

any kind of transaction or 

incidence with anyone in future. 

I Nek Ram S/o Vardu Ram 

Village Kathla, Tehsil Jaisinghpur 

District Kangra Himachal 

Pradesh inform that my sons 

Vikas and his wife  Neelam, 

Deepak and his wife Vandana 

Devi out of my control. I disown 

them my moveable/ immovable 

properties. Anybody deal with 

them at their own Risk. 

I Omvati spouse of 

Subhash Chander (name of 

husband) rs/o R.K. Colony, G.T. 

Road Murthal, Sonipat Teh. & 

Distt. Sonipat have changed my 

name & DOB from Omvati and 

DOB 01-07-1960 (existing name 

and DOB of spouse as per NOK 

in record) to Smt. Omwati & 

DOB DOB 05.11.1956 

(proposed/ accepted new name 

and DOB of spouse) vide 

affidavit dated 26.05.2023. 

I Omvati spouse of 

Subhash Chander (name of 

husband) rs/o R.K. Colony, G.T. 

Road Murthal, Sonipat Teh. & 

Distt. Sonipat have changed my 

name & DOB from Omvati and 

DOB 01-07-1960 (existing name 

and DOB of spouse as per NOK 

in record) to Smt. Omwati & 

DOB  05.11.1956 (proposed/ 

accepted new name and DOB of 

spouse) vide affidavit dated 

26.05.2023. 

I, No. 2887465-F Ex Hav 

Ashok Kumar S/o Sh. Kirori Mal 

R/o Vill. & P.O. Beri (Pana 

Chulayan) Teh. Beri Distt. Jhajjar 

(Haryana) declare that my son 

name Nitish is wrongly 

mentioned in my Army record. 

But my son correct & actual 

name is Nitish Kumar. vide 

affidavit dated 26.05.2023 before 

Notary Public Rohtak. 

I  Ex No-14386373 K, Rank- 

Nk Gurdip Singh Bajwa. 

Residence Of #6356/5, 

Hargobind Nagar, Street-2a, 

Near Neta Ji Model School,Tehsil 

& District- Rupnagar, State- 

Punjab Declare That I Change 

My Name Gurdeep Singh To 

Gurdip Singh Bajwa Due To 

Erroneously Recorded In My 

Army Record 

I No- 3400175y, Hav 

Baljinder Singh. Residence Of 

Village- Tapprian Amar Singh, 

Po- Behrampur Bet, Tehsil- 

Chamkaur Sahib, District- 

Rupnagar, State- Punjab Declare 

That L Change My Mother's 

Name Naseeb Kaur To Naseb 

Kaur And Date Of Birth 03-04-

1960 To 01-01-1960 Due To 

Erroneously Recorded In My 

Army Record. 

I Sanjeev Kumar S/o 

Jagroshan, House 4672/3, 

Sector 38 West Chandigarh. My 

son Sahil and his wife Rakhi and 

their children out of my control. I 

disown them from my moveable/ 

immovable properties. Anybody 

deal with them at their own Risk. 

I Mala W/o Late Ram Bilash, 

House 1685, Mauli Jagran 

Chandigarh inform that Now my 

son Amar Nath, his wife Poonam, 

their children Gauri, Keshav and 

my son Chandan , his wife 

Poonam, their childrens Vinayak 

, Son Arun , his wife Preeti under 

my control. In future they all have 

full right in my all moveable 

immovable properties. 

I, Nishi verma W/o Harish 

Kumar and Harish Kumar S/o 

Mohan Singh R/o Bhatath Majra, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra  my 

daughter Kirandeep Kaur is out 

of my contro.l, disown them from 

my all moveable/immovable 

properties. If Anybody deals with 

her, at their own risk. 

I, GS- 181094P MT/DVR 

Ramesh Kumar S/O Late 

Harbans Lal resident of Village- 

Sionty, Post- Sionty, Tehsil & 

District Pathankot, (Punjab) Pin- 

145001, have changed my wife 

name from Oma Devi to Uma 

Devi Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB98010362673704V dated 15 

May 2023 before Executive 

magistrate Pathankot 

I, Hemlata spouse of No. 

14704510F  L/NK Arun Candra 

resident of Village- Thapli, Post- 

Nauli, Tehsil- Karnaprayaag, 

District- Chamoli, (Uttrakhand) 

have changed my name from 

Hemlata to Hemlata Devi Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB00350631793439V dated 17 

May 2023 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, JC-406690Y NB/Sub Daljit 

Singh resident of VPO Dehriwal 

Daroga, Tehsil- Gurdaspur, 

District- Gurdaspur, State- 

Punjab, Pin- 143518, have 

changed my Son name from 

Sahajpreet Singh to Sehajpreet 

Singh Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB03735697510473V dated 26 

May 2023 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I Satbir S/O Amar singh 

Resident of House no 203 , 

Tehsil Madlauda, Bhadaur, Distt 

Panipat State Haryana declare 

that My Son Ankush is out of my 

control .So I disown my son 

Ankush from my all movable-

immovable property. In future ,if 

anybody deals with them .he/she 

will do at their own risk. Me and 

my any family member shall not 

be responsible for anything. 

I Gurmanpreet Singh Son 

Of Jaspal Singh R/O Vill. Lamma 

Tehsil Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana 

Pledge To Consideration Of My 

Surname As Singh So From Now 

Onwards Please Consider Singh 

As My Surname. 

It Is For General Information 

That Aman Kumar S/O Kewal 

Krishan R/O H.No.1015/10 

Geeta Colony Ward No.16 

Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana-142026 

Punjab India Declare That My 

Wife Name Has Been Wrongly 

Written As Komal Jindal In My 

Passport No. H0947681. The 

Actual Name Of My Wife Is 

Parveen Jindal. 

It Is For General Information 

That Amrik Singh S/O Bikkar 

Singh R/O Vpo. Bilaspur, Tehsil 

Nihal Singh Wala, Distt. Moga-

142039 Punjab India Declare 

That My Wife Name Has Been 

Wrongly Written As Sagpal Kaur 

In My Passport No. B0754070. 

The Actual Name Of My Wife Is 

Sukhpal Kaur. 

I Ram Singh Bajaj S/o Hari 

Singh R/o #19, Preet Colony 

Rajpura Distt Patiala declare that 

my son Maninderpreet Singh 

Bajaj And his wife Navdeep Kaur 

are out of my control so I evict 

them all my Moveable 

immoveable property anyone 

dealing with them at their own 

risk. 

We, Sunita Devi, wife Shri 

Pritam Singh, S/o Sh. Matu Ram  

residents of village Gadhauli, 

Tehsil Naraingarh, District 

Ambala Haryana, declared that 

We disown our son Sahil and 

daughter-in-law Kavita from all 

our movable and immovable 

properties, both of whom are 

beyond our hearing. In the future, 

both of them themselves will be 

responsible for fighting, legal 

action with anyone, after today 

there will be no responsibility for 

us and our family. 

I Arpna (Existing name of 

spouse per Nok) is Legally 

wedded spouse of no 10199516 

L/NK Name Vikram Singh (Name 

of husband) R/O Village Nicku 

chak P/O Hajipur Tehsil Mukerian 

district Hoshiarpur (Punjab) I 

have changed my name Arpna 

(Existing name of spouse as per 

change of Next to Kin 

Record/Service Document) to 

Arpna Devi (Proposed/ Adopted 

New Name ) vide affidavit no IN 

PB97430116629551V dated 

09/05/2023(Date of Affidavit 

DD/MM/YYYY Format) before 

Executive Magistrate Talwara 

Distt.Hoshiarpur (Punjab) Name 

and Place of Court. 

म� रणबीर पु� �ी सूजमल उफ�  
सूरजमल िनवासी अनूपगढ़ तह. जुलाना 
िजला जी� अपने ह� से बयान करता 
�ं िक मेरा पु� हरदीप मेरे कहने-सुनने 

से बाहर है। म$ उसे अपनी चल व अचल 

स&ि' से बेदखल करता �ं। आज के 

बाद जो भी कोई उससे लेन-देन या 
-वहार रखेगा, वह .यं िज/ेवार 

होगा। मेरी व मेरे बािक प0रवार की 
कोई िज/ेवारी नही ंहोगी। 

I, Sandeep Singh S/o Dev 

Raj R/o House No. H2/12, Kandi 

Canal Colony, Near Shiv Mandir, 

PS Model Town, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Sandeep Singh to Sandeep. 

Concerned note.  

I, Sahib Singh S/o Sher 

Singh R/o Village Kail, Jagadhri, 

Distt. Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Sahib 

Singh to Sahab Singh. 

I, Raman Kaur W/o Sahab 

Singh R/o Village Kail, Jagadhri, 

Distt. Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Raman 

Kaur to Raman. 

I Darshana Rani Gandhi 

W/o Sh.Raj Kumar Gandhi R/o 

708, Mohalla Dehra Sahib, 

Manimajra, Chandigarh do have 

change my Name Manju to 

Darshana Rani Gandhi is one & 

Same Person. 

I, Sawita Devi W/o Karm 

Singh R/o Village Alahar, Tehsil 

Radaur, District Yamuna Nagar – 

135133, Haryana declares that I 

have changed my name from 

Sawita Devi to Savita. 

I Atul Kumar S/o Sh.Satish 

Gupta R/o.2941 Sector 32A 

Chandigarh Road Ludhiana 

Adhar Card no.8390-3146-6942 

changed my name to Atul Gupta. 

I, Swarn Singh S/O Roop 

Chand # 1171-B, Small Flats 

Dhanas, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Swaran 

Singh. 

I, Jitendra Thakur S/o 

Yogendra Thakur # 1208, Sector 

-52, Chandigarh have changed 

my minor son name from Arun 

Sharma to Arun Thakur. 

I, Baljinder Singh S/o 

Sohan Singh of Village Zahura, 

Tehsil Tanda, Distt. Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab declare that I have 

changed my name from Baljinder 

Singh to Baljinder Singh Dhatt. 

All concerned note. 

I, Baljinder Singh Dhatt S/o 

Sohan Singh of Village Zahura, 

Tehsil Tanda, Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab declare that I have 

changed the name of my minor 

daughter Gurmannat Kaur to 

Gurmannat Kaur Dhatt. All 

concerned note. 

I, Harinder Pal Kaur W/o 

Baljinder Singh Dhatt of Village 

Zahura, Tehsil Tanda, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Harinder Pal Kaur to Harinder 

Pal Kaur Dhatt. All concerned 

note. 

I, Baljinder Singh Dhatt 

S/O Sohan Singh of Village 

Zahura, Tehsil Tanda, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab declare that I 

have changed the name of my 

minor son Paramvir Singh to 

Paramvir Singh Dhatt. All 

concerned note.  

I, Munish Gupta S/O Late 

Sh. Rikhi Ram  R/O # C – 29, 

Shalimar Enclave, Dhakoli, 

Zirakpur SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

Punjab Have Changed My Minor 

Daughter’s Name From Samishti 

to Samishti Gupta.  

I, Munish Gupta S/O Late 

Sh. Rikhi Ram  R/O # C – 29, 

Shalimar Enclave, Dhakoli, 

Zirakpur SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

Punjab Have Changed My Minor 

Daughter’s Name From Divya  to  

Divya Gupta.  

I, Shakuntla Rani W/o 

Tarlochan Singh R/o VPO 

Shekihupur Tehsil Nawanshahr 

Distt. Shaheed Bhagat Singh 

Nagar, Punjab have changed my 

name from Shakuntala Rani to 

Shakuntla Rani. Concerned note. 

I Sanket Mehta S/o Sh Vijay 

Mehta R/o H.no.120, Jawahar 

nagar, Tehsil Camp Panipat, I 

have changed my name from 

Sanket to Sanket Mehta. for all 

purpose. 

I Tanish Mehta S/o Sh Vijay 

Mehta R/o H.no.120, Jawahar 

nagar, Tehsil Camp Panipat, I 

have changed my name from 

Tanish to Tanish Mehta. for all 

purpose. 

I Vijay Mehta S/o Sh Ram 

Lal Mehta R/o H.no.120, 

Jawahar nagar, Tehsil Camp 

Panipat, I have changed my 

name from Vijay kumar Mehta to 

Vijay Mehta. for all purpose. 

I Simran Mehta W/o Sh 

Vijay Mehta R/o H.no.120, 

Jawahar nagar, Tehsil Camp 

Panipat, I have changed my 

name from Simran to Simran 

Mehta. for all purpose. 

I Simran Mehta W/o Sh 

Vijay Mehta R/o H.no.120, 

Jawahar nagar, Tehsil Camp 

Panipat, I have changed my 

name from Simran to Simran 

Mehta. for all purpose. 

I, Arun Shrarma S/o Rajvir 

Sharma R/o H.No.489A/8, Apolo 

Road, Raj Nagar Colony, Jind, 

have changed my name from 

Arun Shrarma to Arun Sharma. 

I, Om Patti W/o Service 

No.3160411A Late Balwant 

Singh R/o Sinsar, Tehsil-

Narwana, Distt.Jind. In my 

husband service record my son 

name is Raj Hans Singh & his 

DOB is 29-07-1982. Which is 

incorrect. Correct name of my 

son is Rajesh Kumar & DOB is 

10-09-1982 

I, Vijay Singh S/o Sama 

Singh r/o H.No. 1471 Sector 3, 

Urban Estate, Kurukshetra, have 

changed my minor son's name 

from Aditya to Aditya Singh. 

I, Vijay Singh S/o Sama 

Singh r/o H.No. 1471 Sector 3, 

Urban Estate, Kurukshetra, have 

changed my minor son's name 

from Divyansh to Divyansh 

Singh. 

I, Sunita Devi Spouse of 

JC-582846N SUB.Rajinder 

Kumar Unit-11 JAK RIF C/O 99 

APO Resident of House NO.110, 

Ward NO.8, Vill. Mohalla Salaria 

PO.Sujanpur Teh.& Distt. 

Pathankot (PB) Have Changed 

My Name From Sunita Devi to 

Sunita Kumari. Vide affidavit NO-

JD 0016991655 Dated 

25.05.2023 District Court  

Malikpur, Pathankot (PB). 

I, Rohtash Kumar, S/O Hari 

Singh, R/O Village Geong, Tehsil, 

District Kaithal, Informs That, I 

Have Changed My Name From 

Rohtas Kumar To Rohtash 

Kumar. Call Me Rohtash Kumar 

In Future. 

I, Mau Junaid S/o Furkan # 

36 Village Maloya Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Mau Junaid to Mohd Junaid. 

I, Aaryan Sood S/o Sh. 

Vijay Kumar R/o Madhav Kunj, 

Near Padhaye Mata Mandir, 

Upper Dudhli Shimla H.P. 

171003 do hereby solemnly 

affirm and declare That my name 

as per matriculation And +2 

certificate is Aaryan Sood, my 

father name is Vijay Sood and 

my mother name is Neena Sood.  

That a Correction is required in 

my name Aaryan Sood, my 

mother's name as per Aadhar, 

and other documents is Neena 

Kumari and my father's name is 

Vijay Kumar. 

I, Shorya Sood S/o Sh. 

Vijay Kumar R/o Madhav Kunj, 

Near Padhaye Mata Mandir, 

Upper Dudhli Shimla H.P. 

171003 do hereby solemnly 

affirm and declare That my name 

as per matriculation And +2 

certificate is Shorya Sood, my 

father name is Vijay Kumar and 

my mother name is Neena 

Kumari. That a Correction is 

required in my Name Shorya 

Sood, My mother's name as per 

Aadhar, and other documents is 

Neena Kumari and my father's 

name is Vijay Kumar. 

I, Shama w/o Pankaj Arora 

r/o #32, Jawahar Nagar, Near 

Shiv Mandir, Bank Colony, 

Karnal (Haryana) have changed 

my name from Shama to Shama 

Arora. In future I shall be known 

as Shama Arora. 

I Sunder Paul S/o Sh. Tara 

Chand R/o Vill. Didwari Tehsil 

Israna Distt. Panipat. have 

changed my name from Sunder 

Paul to Sunder Pal for all future 

purposes. 

I Anita w/o Vinod Kumar 

Mehta R/o 3924 Mohalla 

Ravidass Pura Nakodar Distt 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name from Anita to Anita Mehta 

after my marriage. 

I Rashmeet Singh S/o 

Sh.Harjit Singh R/o House 

No.537, L Model Town, Karnal 

declare that Rashmeet Singh 

and Rashmeet Singh Malhotra 

are one and same person. 

I, Prince S/o Ashit Kumar 

Malakar R/o House No.152, Gali 

No.2, Phase-1, Village: Mohali, 

have changed my name to 

Prince Malakar. 

I, Archita W/o Ashit Kumar 

Malakar R/o House No.152, Gali 

No.2, Phase-1, Village: Mohali, 

have changed my name to 

Archita Malakar. 

I, Ashit Malakar S/o 

Harendro Nath Malakar R/o 

House No.152, Gali No.2, 

Phase-1, Village: Mohali, have 

changed my name to Ashit 

Kumar Malakar. 

I, Hazoor Singh S/o Sh. 

Harbhajan Singh R/o Post 

Office, CSSRI Village Dabri,  

Karnal have changed my name 

from Hazoor Singh Virk to 

Hazoor Singh. 

I, Manod Kumar S/o 

Singara Singh R/o Village-Gill 

Patti, Lodhar, Tehsil- Uchana, 

Distt.Jind have changed my 

name from Manod Kumar to 

Manoj Gill. 

I, Harbhajan S/O Sohan 

Singh R/O 507, Gali No.4, New 

Jaspal Nagar, Sultanwind Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Harbhajan To 

Harbhajan Singh 

I, Harjit W/O Harbhajan 

Singh R/O 507, Gali No.4, New 

Jaspal Nagar, Sultanwind Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Harjit To Harjit Kaur 

I Hitherto Known As Sunny 

Son Of Surjit Singh Residing At 

Vill.Kala Nangal, Po Bhullar, 

Gurdaspur-143505 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Sunny 

Singh. 

I Shelly W/O Vivek Khera 

R/O 428 Medical Enclave 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Shelly To Shelly 

Khera 

I Hitherto Known As 

Rajinder Paul Son Of Sat Paul 

Residing At Hl 75, Aman Avenue, 

Gate Hakima Outside, Amritsar-

143001 Punjab Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Rajinder Pal Arora. 

I Pawanpreet Cheema S/O 

Pargat Singh Cheema R/O 

Vill.Ranike Po Rangarh Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name To 

Pawanpreet Singh Cheem 

I Pargat Singh Cheema 

S/O Iqbal Singh R/O Vill.Ranike 

Po Rangarh Amritsar Have 

Changed Name Of My Minor 

Son From Pawanpreet Cheema 

To Pawanpreet Singh Cheema. 

I Raghwind Mahajan S/O 

Sh. Jawahar Lal Mahajan 

Resident Of 867/3, Dream Land, 

Circular Road, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Raghwind Mahajan To Raghvind 

Mahajan. 

I, Harjit Kaur W/O 

Gurpartap Singh R/O Post Office 

Harike Tehsil Patt, Burj Deva 

Singh Tarn Taran Have Changed 

My Name From Harjit Kaur To 

Harjeet Kaur 

I, Priyanka Goenka W/O 

Kavish Bawa R/O 1160, Gali 

Lala Wali Katra Ahluwalia 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Priyanka Goenka To 

Priyanka 

I, Hitherto Known As Anita 

Rani Daughter Of Naresh Kumar 

Wife Of Sunny Kakkar Residing 

At Gali No.1, Guru Amardass 

Avenue, Tarn Taran-143401  

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

And Shall Hereafter Be Known 

As Anita Kakkar. 

I, Hitherto Known As Geetu 

Verma Daughter Of Surpinder 

Pal  Verma Wife Of Krishan 

Kumar Narang Residing At 

H.No.14, Opp Dr. O.P Sharma 

Residence, Narang Mart, New 

Golden Avenue, Amritsar-

143001  Punjab Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Radhika Narang 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Samarjeet Singh Kahlon Son Of 

Amar Singh Residing H.No.98-

99, University Enclaves Opp 

Sadda Pind Mahal Chheharta 

Amritsar-143105  Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As 

Samarjeet Singh. 

I, Hitherto Known As Kelash 

Kaur Wife Of Jaswant Singh 

Residing At  Ibrahimwal, District 

Kapurthala-144819  Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Kailash Kaur. 

I, Hitherto Known As Alka 

Kakkar Wife Of Pardeep Kumar 

Kakkar Residing At Gali Arya 

Samaj, Makhu, Ferozepur-

142044  Punjab Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Alka. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Utkarashdeep Singh Son Of 

Bhupinder Singh Residing At  

Gobind Nagar Phase 2, 

Kahnuwan Road, Batala Tehsil 

Batala  District Gurdaspur-

143505  Punjab Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Utkarshdeep 

Singh. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Tanveer Kaur Daughter Of 

Bikramjit Singh Residing At 

H.No.259, Gali No.4, Sant 

Avenue, G.T Road, Amritsar-

143001  Punjab Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Tanveer Dhillon. 

I, Hitherto Known As Arushi 

Daughter Of Pawan Arora 

Residing At H No. 192, 

Evergreen Colony, Jandiala 

Guru, Distt Amritsar, Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Arushi Arora. 

I, Hitherto Known As Anita 

Wife Of Pawan Arora Residing At 

H No. 192, Evergreen Colony, 

Jandiala Guru, Distt Amritsar, 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

And Shall Hereafter Be Known 

As Anita Arora. 

I, Hitherto Known As Pawan 

Kumar Son Of Surinder Kumar 

Residing At H No. 192, 

Evergreen Colony, Jandiala 

Guru, Distt Amritsar, Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Pawan Arora. 

I, Pawan Arora Son Of 

Surinder Kumar Residing At H 

No.192, Evergreen Colony, 

Jandiala Guru Amritsar-143115  

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

Of My Minor Son’s Gitish  Age 16 

Years And She Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Gitish Arora. 

I, Harbhajan S/O Sohan 

Singh R/O 507, Gali No.4, New 

Jaspal Nagar, Sultanwind Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Harbhajan To 

Harbhajan Singh 

I, Harjit W/O Harbhajan 

Singh R/O 507, Gali No.4, New 

Jaspal Nagar, Sultanwind Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Harjit To Harjit Kaur 

I Shelly W/O Vivek Khera 

R/O 428 Medical Enclave 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Shelly To Shelly 

Khera 

I Pargat Singh Cheema 

S/O Iqbal Singh R/O Vill.Ranike 

Po Rangarh Amritsar Have 

Changed Name Of My Minor 

Son From Pawanpreet Cheema 

To Pawanpreet Singh Cheema. 

I Raghwind Mahajan S/O 

Sh. Jawahar Lal Mahajan 

Resident Of 867/3, Dream Land, 

Circular Road, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Raghwind Mahajan To Raghvind 

Mahajan. 

I Pawanpreet Cheema S/O 

Pargat Singh Cheema R/O 

Vill.Ranike Po Rangarh Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name To 

Pawanpreet Singh Cheem 

I, Harjit Kaur W/O 

Gurpartap Singh R/O Post Office 

Harike Tehsil Patt, Burj Deva 

Singh Tarn Taran Have Changed 

My Name From Harjit Kaur To 

Harjeet Kaur 

I, Priyanka Goenka W/O 

Kavish Bawa R/O 1160, Gali 

Lala Wali Katra Ahluwalia 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Priyanka Goenka To 

Priyanka. 

I, No.15192231P NK (GNR) 

Pawan Kumar 172 MED Regt 

R/o Village- Goind, Tehsil-Kaler, 

Distt.Arwal (Bihar). In my service 

record my son name is Uattam 

Kumar. Which is incorrect. 

Correct name is Uttam Kumar. 

I, Anuj Gupta S/o Subhash 

Gupta r/o House No. 437, Sector 

7, Urban Estate, Kurukshetra, 

have changed my name to Anuj 

Kumar Gupta. 

I, Shashi W/o Anuj Kumar 

Gupta R/o House No. 437, 

Sector 7, Urban Estate, 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name to Shashi Gupta. 

I, Mamta W/o Gurpreet 

Singh R/o V.P.O Sikri Distt. 

Hoshiarpur have changed my 

name after my Marriage from 

Mamta to Mamta Saroya. 

Concerned Note. 

I, Jobanjeet Singh S/o 

Veer Singh R/o Village Maluwal, 

PO Chabhal Kalan, TarnTaran, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Jobanjeet Singh to Jobanjit 

Singh. 

I, Pinki Devi W/o Jaibir 

Singh R/o VPO. Karhans, Tehsil 

Samalkha, Distt. Panipat declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Pinki to Pinki Devi. For all 

future purposes.  

I, Jaibir Singh S/o Sh. 

Randhir Singh R/o VPO. 

Karhans,Tehsil Samalkha, Distt. 

Panipat declare that I have 

changed my son name from 

Rajat Sehrawat to Rajat 

Seharawat. For all future 

purposes.  

I, Gurmit Singh S/O 

Wasawa Singh R/O  VPO. 

Maluwal Tehsil & Distt. Tarn 

Taran, Punjab, India Changed 

His Name From Gurmit Singh To 

Gurmeet Singh. 

I Vishal Eleazar S/o Tejveer 

Singh R/o H.No-3  Dashmesh  

Nagar, Jarout Road, Ambala City 

Have Changed my Name from 

Vishal to Vishal Eleazar. 

I, No.14437677M Rank HAV 

DMT Luhit Bharali presently 

serving at 108 Fd. Regt. C/o 56 

APO have changed the name of 

wife from Sunumani Doley to 

Sunumoni Bharali due to 

wrongly recorded/entered in the 

Army Record Vide affidavit dated 

25.05.23 before Notary Public , 

Gurdaspur. 

I, Peeyush Khurana S/o Sh. 

Narender Kumar Khurana R/o 

Hansi, Tehsil Hansi, Distt. Hisar 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Khurana Peeyush 

Kumar S/o Sh. Narender Kumar 

Khurana to Peeyush Khurana S/o 

Sh. Narender Kumar Khruana for 

all purposes. 

I, Satpal S/o Jai Lal R/o H. 

No. 1929, Sector-14, Near Govind 

Palace, Hisar, Distt. Hisar 

(Haryana) 125001 hereby declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Satpal to Satpal Garg for all 

future purposes. 

I, Vrushali Wife of No. 

15493226P Rank DFR Name 

Naware Satish Ramdas R/o Vill. 

Bhambora, PO Arala, Teh. 

Daryapur, Distt. Amravati, 

Maharashtra-444803 have 

changed my name in my husband 

army record from Vrushali to 

Vrushali Satish Naware vide 

affidavit dated 26-05-2023 before 

Session Court Hisar. 

I, Manda Mother of No. 

15493226P Rank DFR Name 

Naware Satish Ramdas R/o Vill. 

Bhambora, PO Arala, Teh. 

Daryapur, Distt. Amravati, 

Maharashtra-444803 have 

changed my name in my son 

army record from Manda to 

Manda Ramdas Naware vide 

affidavit dated 26-05-2023 before 

Session Court Hisar. 

I, Anita Devi Wife of No. 

14938873F Rank NK Name 

Balwan R/o VPO Agwana Khurd, 

Teh. Chirawa, Distt. Jhunjhunu, 

Rajasthan-333029 have changed 

my name in my husband army 

record from Anita Devi to Anita 

Karwasra vide affidavit dated 26-

05-2023 before Session Court 

Hisar. 

I, Hartar Singh Saini S/o 

Partap Singh R/o # 1541 

Progressive Enclave Sector 50-B, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Hartar Singh. 

I, Reena Devi D/o Amar 

Singh R/o # 120, Sector 25-D, 

Chandigarh declare that I have 

changed my name from Reena 

Devi to Reena.  

I, Neena Garg W/o Sh. 

Manish Garg R/o 481, Near 

Pandit Dharamshala, Sector 52, 

Kujheri, Chandigarh,  have 

changed my name to Neena 

Verma. 

I hitherto known as Simran 

Kaur W/o Jagtar Singh R/o 

Village- Mehra,Post Office- Bakali, 

Tehsil-Ladwa,District Kurukshetra, 

Pin-136132, Haryana, India, have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as 

Paramdeep Kaur. 

I, Radhika W/o Rajesh 

Kumar R/o H.No. B-25/0183, 

Narayan Nagar, Gali No. 2, B/s 

Bhuller Palace, Jalandhar Road, 

Batala, District Gurdaspur, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Radhika to Veena Modgil. 

I Kabal Singh S/O Balwant 

Singh R/O Vpo Chhajjal Wadi 

Distt Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Kabal Singh To Kabal 

Singh Bal 

I Manjit Kaur W/O Jeet 

Singh R/O Village Mahinangal 

(Bathinda) Have Changed My 

Name To Manjeet Kaur. 

I Sarabjeet Kaur W/O 

Gurnam Singh R/O Village Thuha 

Tehsil Rajpura Distt Patiala Have 

Changed My Name To Sarvjit 

Kaur. 

I Mandeep Kaur W/O 

Gurinder Bir Singh Village 

Jauneke Tehsil Patti District Tarn 

Taran Have Changed My Name 

Mandeep Kaur To Mandeep Kaur 

Sandhu. 

I,  Anita W/O Rakesh 

Bharara, R/O  #868 Sector- 26 

Panchkula  Have Changed My 

Name From  Anita To Anita 

Bharara . 

I, Rakesh Kumar S/O 

Manohar Lal R/O  #868 Sector- 26 

Panchkula Have Changed My 

Name From Rakesh Kumar To 

Rakesh Kumar Bharara. 

I Jaskaran S/O Kamal 

Chand Village Balewal Po Basali 

The Anandpur Sahib Distt Ropar 

(Punjab) Have Changed My 

Name Jaskaran To Jaskaran 

Singh. 

I Shallu Spouse of 

Bhuvnashwar R/O Vill- Gandial 

,PO- Kirian Teh/Distt- Kathua 

(J&K) Pin- 184152 Have Changed 

My Name From Shallu To Shallu 

Bnotra Vide Affidavit Dated 26-05-

23 Before Sat Pal Notary Public 

Pathankot. 

I Muskan W/O Anil Verma 

R/O  H. No- 35, Ramlila Ground, 

Opp Children park, Mission Road, 

Teh/Distt Pathankot Have 

Changed My Name From Muskan 

To Muskan Verma. 

I Sumit S/o Raj Kumar 

House No 1079, Sector 24-B, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Sumit Kumar. 

I, No.17030404W, Rank NK, 
Binu Baby S/o K C Baby, 
presently Resident at Village 
Kainakary, District Alappuzha, 
Kerala, Pin 688501, have 
changed my mother name from 
Rema Devi to Remadevi K K vide 
affidavit no.IN-
PB03552651453239V, Dated 26 
May 2023 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I Hitherto Known As 

Samarjeet Singh Arora Son Of 

Joginder Singh Residing H.No 

1727, St.No 12 Guru Angad Dev 

Nagar, Sri Muktsar Sahib Distt 

Sri Muktsar Sahib-152026 

Punjab (India) Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Samarjeet Singh. 

I hitherto known as Jagseer 

Singh Son of Baldev Singh 

Residing at VPO Surewala 

Tehsil Gidderbaha Distt Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, 152025, Punjab 

(India) have changed my Name 

and Shall hereafter be known as 

Jagseer Singh Sran. 

I hitherto known as Parmjit 

Kaur Wife of Jagseer Singh Sran 

Residing at VPO Surewala 

Tehsil Gidderbaha Distt Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, 152025, Punjab 

(India) have changed my Name 

and Shall hereafter be known as 

Parmjit Kaur Sran. 

I hitherto known as 

Ramandeep Kaur Daughter of 

Jagseer Singh Sran Residing at 

VPO Surewala Tehsil 

Gidderbaha Distt Sri Muktsar 

Sahib, 152025, Punjab (India) 

have changed my Name and 

Shall hereafter be known as 

Ramandeep Kaur Sran. 

I, hitherto known as Anita 

Rani wife of Ashok Kumar 

Jhamb r/o Guru Angad Nagar, 

Street No. 4, Najdeek Old Court 

Sri Muktsar Sahib District Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, 152026, Punjab 

have changed my name and 

shall hereafter be known as 

Anita Rani Jhamb. 

I, Anjna Devi alias Anjana 

Devi W/o Ramesh Kumar R/o 

H.No. 7, Street No. 2, Upkar 

Nagar, Factory Area, Patiala 

(Punjab) declare that both above 

names are mine and of one 

same person. 

I, Prabhjeet Singh, son of 

Inderjit Singh, resident of #166 

Sector 21-A, Chandigarh, U.T., 

India 160019 (full address in 

India), and presently residing at 

7-1729 Keene Crescent SW, 

Edmonton, Alberta T6W 4B6, 

(full address in Canada) do 

hereby change my name from 

Prabhjeet Singh to Prabhjeet 

Singh Aulakh, with immediate 

effect. 

I, Laxmi Komal W/O Rahul 

Uppal R/O H.No.577, Ward No.5 

Adarsh Nagar Mandi Gurdaspur. 

Have Changed My Name From 

Alka Uppal To Laxmi Komal 

Concerned Note Please. 

I, Suman Lata W/o Rajan 

Joshi R/o H.No.412, Gulab Devi 

Hospital Road, Rose Park, 

Jalandhar-144008, Punjab have 

changed my name from Suman 

Lata to Suman Joshi, (Surname 

as Joshi). After Marriage. 

I, Jasbir Singh S/o 

Balwinder Singh R/o Village 

Wariana, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

From Jasbir Singh To Jasvir 

Singh. 

I, Kamaljit S/o Karamjeet 

Singh R/o VPO. Chamiara, Distt. 

Jalandhar, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From 

Kamaljit To Kamaljit Singh 

(Singh as Surname) 

I, Gurnam Singh S/o 

Hazara Singh R/o Village Mirpur, 

Jarout, SAS Nagar (Mohali), 

Punjab-140501, have changed 

my name as Parveen Kumar. 

I, Ramesh Kumar Gupta 

S/o Gulshan Rai R/o 138, Gali 

No.6, Batala Road, New 

Jawahar Nagar, Amritsar-I, 

Amritsar, Punjab-143001, have 

changed my name as Ramesh 

Kumar. 

I, Rajveer S/o Sucha Ram 

R/o H.No. 374, St No. 6, Dhilwan 

Road, Opp Blossam Hospital, 

Sainik Vihar, Jalandhar-144023, 

Punjab have changed my name 

to Rajveer Pataria. 

I, Smriti  Bala W/o Sandeep 

Wadhwa R/o H.No. 05, Model 

Town, Distt. Jalandhar, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Smriti Bala to Smriti Wadhwa, 

After Marriage.  

I, Jaswinder Kaur W/o 

Dharam Pal R/o B9-172, 

Santokhpura, Jalandhar have 

changed my name from 

Jaswinder Kaur to Balwinder 

Kaur. 

I, Jatinder Singh Bhatti S/o 

Rajinder Singh R/o VPO. 

Rampur, Tehsil Banga, Distt. 

SBS Nagar have changed my 

name from Jatinder Singh Bhatti 

to Jatinder Singh. 

I, Piyar Kaur W/o Ghasita 

Singh R/o Village Kamrai, 

Bholath, Distt. Kapurthala have 

changed my name from Piyar 

Kaur to Kaur Piyar. 

I, Mansi D/o Dhanpat Rai 

R/o Khurla Kingra, Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Mansi to Mansi Mall. 

I, hitherto known as Pretty 

D/o Parminder Pal (W/o 

Mandeep Kumar) R/o Vill. 

Dehriwal, Po. Bassi Jalal Khan, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur-144203, 

Punjab have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as  

Pretty Kumari. 
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CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE INAUGURATED IN
PHAGWARA; 2000 TO BE GIVEN TRAINING
Phagwara: To prepare the state’s youth to become job creators
from job seekers, Punjab Employment Generation, Skill
Development and Training Minister Aman Arora on Friday inau-
gurated ‘Center of Excellence’ in Phagwara, where over 2000
candidates are expected to get training in Automotive Machine
Operator and Electrical and Electronics Assembly courses. Arora,
addressing the inaugural function, said that the Government
would further encourage skill development for making youth
self-employed instead of seeking employment. The project would
prove to be a milestone for the entire Doaba region and espe-
cially for the industries of Jalandhar and Phagwara.

PANEL CONSTITUTED TO CONSIDER REBATE IN
POWER TARIFF FOR SHRIMP FARMING IN PB
Chandigarh: Punjab Animal Husbandry Minister Laljit Singh
Bhullar constituted a four-member committee to consider rebate
in power tariff for shrimp farming in the State. After carefully
listening to the problems of shrimp farmers, Bhullar said that
the Government will focus on reducing their input cost to meet
the target of increasing area under shrimp culture to 5000
hectares in next five years. On shrimp farmers’ demand, the
Minister said that the committee, comprising of Director
Fisheries, one PSPCL official, and two shrimp farmers, will thor-
oughly deliberate all aspects related to the demand of reduced
power tariff and furnish its report to him. The feasibility of
switching from conventional energy sources with solar energy
for shrimp farming will also be explored.

POWER MINISTER INAUGURATES 66KV
SUBSTATION KALYANPUR
Hoshiarpur: Punjab Power Minister Harbhajan Singh ETO on
Friday dedicated 66 KV substation Kalyanpur village to the con-
sumers of subdivision Tanda and Bhogpur. “A new 12.5MVA
power transformer has been established at this 66 KV substa-
tion Kalyanpur and it is being connected with four 11 KV feed-
ers (Kalyanpur, Gidderpindi, Jahura and Sallan) of 132KV sub-
station Tanda and two 11 KV feeders (Mooklan and Chakk
Shakur) of 132KV substation Bhogpur and to shift 6.83 MVA
load to this new 66KV substation Kalyanpur,” said the Minister
adding that the total cost of the project was Rs 422.12 lakhs.

SAD CLAIMS ALLOCATION FROM GANG CANAL
INCREASED FROM 900 TO 2750 CUSECS TO
RAJASTHAN
Faridkot: SAD general secretary Parambans Singh Romana on
Friday said that the AAP Government had surreptitiously
released an additional 1850 cusecs of water against the sanc-
tioned capacity of 900 cusecs to Rajasthan from the Gang canal.
He added that the Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann was further
preparing to increase Rajasthan’s allocation from Sirhind feed-
er. Asserting that SAD would oppose this “sell out” tooth and
nail, Romana announced that the party would hold a dharna
to stop flow of extra water from the Gang canal. “We would not
allow one drop of extra water to flow to Rajasthan from the
Sirhind Feeder,” he added.

PUNJAB MINISTER LISTENS TO PEOPLE'S PROBLEMS
UNDER SARKAR TUHADE DWAR PROG
Sri Muktsar Sahib: Punjab’s Social Security, Women and Child
Development Minister Dr Baljit Kaur listened to the problems
of the people in Malout Vidhan Sabha constituency under ‘Sarkar
Tuhade Dwar’ program and resolved the legitimate problems
on the spot. The Minister said that the Government is solving
the problems of the people on a priority basis so that the peo-
ple benefit from the Government schemes.

STUDENTS OF ‘SCHOOL OF EMINENCE’ VISIT
PROMINENT INDUSTRIAL UNITS
Chandigarh: As many as 2218 students of 94 ‘Schools of
Eminence’ on Friday visited industrial units of the State to get
industrial exposure. School Education Minister Harjot Singh
Bains said that students of Class IX of ‘Schools of Eminence’
have taken one-day visits to these units with an aim of getting
acquainted with the technology used in industries, its require-
ments, work culture etc, besides instilling the idea in their minds
to become an entrepreneur. Under this tour program, students
visited industrial units of Verka Milk Plant, Trident, Hero Cycle,
Viatone Energy Private Limited, Pepsi Plant, Swaraj Mazda,
BHEL Goindwal Sahib.

OFFICERS IN HRY ASKED TO PREPARE SCHEMES ON
SCIENTIFIC STUDIES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
WOMEN, CHILDREN
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary Sanjeev Kaushal on Friday
urged the officers to prepare schemes on scientific studies for
the overall development of women and children of the state.
Presiding over the meeting of the State Level Convergence
Committee under the Nutrition Campaign of the Women and
Child Development Department, Kaushal urged the officers to
conduct district-wise scientific studies for which services of uni-
versities can also be utilized. The focus areas include maternal
nutrition, dietary standards for children and youth, prevention
of severe and rapid malnutrition through Ayush's wellness cen-
ters, and capacity-building efforts.

ALL GOVERNMENT UNIVERSITIES OF HARYANA
BECOME "DIVYANG-FRIENDLY"
Chandigarh: Haryana has become the first state in the coun-
try to make all its 12 government Universities "Divyang-friend-
ly". In these, keeping in mind the accessibility of the disabled,
lifts, ramps,  wheelchairs, and tactiles have been installed. In
Bhiwani district, a "link-road" will also be constructed from
one village to another on the demand of Divyangs, said an
official.

PATWARI IN HRY HELD FOR ACCEPTING RS 10,000
BRIBE
Chandigarh: The Haryana Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) on
Friday apprehended a Patwari posted in Halka Bhana on charges
of corruption. He was arrested while accepting a sum of Rs.
10,000 in exchange for facilitating the distribution of land in
favour of the complainant. ACB spokesperson stated that the
arrested individual has been identified as Rahul. The arrest took
place based on the complaint filed by Sanjay, a resident of Kaithal
district. According to the complainant, the accused had
demanded a bribe of Rs. 10,000 for expediting the land distri-
bution process in his favour.

CISF UNIT, PUNJAB AND HARYANA CIVIL
SECRETARIAT TO ORGANISE "10 KMS CYCLE RALLY"
TODAY
Chandigarh: CISF Unit, Punjab and Haryana Civil Secretariat
will organise "10 Kms Cycle Rally" on May 27 to promote the
mission Lifestyle for Environment (LIFE), introduced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. An official spokesperson said that in
this edition, CISF has planned a 10 Kms Cycle Rally from Sukhna
Lake to Bougainvillea Garden, Sector-3, Chandigarh with media
coverage of the entire event. He informed that the Special
Secretary, Secretariat establishment, Haryana Samwartak Singh,
will flag off the Rally as Chief Guest from Sukhna Lake,
Chandigarh at 6:30 AM.

HRY ANTI-CORRUPTION BUREAU APPREHENDS
TWO EXCISE OFFICIALS FOR BRIBERY
Chandigarh: The Haryana Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) on
Friday apprehended two officials involved in corrupt practices
within the Excise and Taxation Department, Faridabad. The
accused have been identified as Vinay, a data entry operator,
and Vikram, an Inspector. A spokesperson informed that the
ACB's swift action was prompted by a complaint filed by Mr.
Parvinder Singh, a resident of sector 55, Faridabad. The com-
plainant alleged that both Vikram, an Inspector and Vinay, a
Data Entry Operator had demanded a bribe of Rs. 15,000 in
exchange for not canceling the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
number of his firm.

Mann joins four other CMs to
boycott Niti Aayog meeting today
Punjab CM to skip
meet to protest
against non-payment
of Rs 3,600 cr RDF

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has joined

the list of Chief Ministers
boycotting the Niti Aayog
meeting, scheduled to be held
in the national capital on
Saturday. Besides Mann, the
Chief Ministers of Delhi
Arvind Kejriwal, West Bengal
Mamta Banerjee, Bihar Nitish
Kumar, Telangana K
Chandrashekar Rao (KCR)
have also declared to boycott
the Niti Aayog Governing
Council meeting, to be chaired
by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Punjab Chief Minister will
boycott the meeting as a mark

of protest against the BJP-led
Central Government’s decision
to not pay Rs 3,600 crore to the
state towards Rural
Development Fee (RDF).

Instead, Mann, along with
his Delhi counterpart and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) supremo
Arvind Kejriwal, are scheduled
to meet KCR and other MPs in
Hyderabad on Saturday.

“Chief Minister has taken
up with the Centre the
demand to release Rs 3,600
crore outstanding RDF, but the
Centre has been sitting over it.
Mann has, in the past, met the
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Union Consumer
Affairs and Food and Public
Distribution Minister Piyush
Goyal in this regard,” said
Aam Aadmi Party’s Punjab
unit chief spokesperson
Malvinder Singh Kang.

Kang said that the Centre
has reduced Punjab’s Mandi
Development Fee (MDF) from

three to one percent. “Where
will the money come for the
development of rural areas
and the mandi infrastructure?
The Centre is discriminating
against Punjab…So in protest,
the Chief Minister will not be
going for the NITI Aayog
meeting,” he added.

“Sometimes it is the RDF
issue, sometimes it is value
reduction imposed by the
Centre on wheat crops dam-
aged due to untimely rains,
GST compensation delay,
sometimes it is the coal
issue…They ‘discriminate’
against Punjab. But we want to
tell them that the country
runs according to the
Constitution,” Kang said.

It has been learnt that the
Centre had also not released
Rs 1,200 crore under the
National Health Mission to
Punjab citing the State
Government’s design of the
facade of the Aam Aadmi

clinics that have Chief
Minister Mann’s photographs.

Earlier this year, the Union
Health Ministry had said that
the Punjab Government was
converting the Ayushman
Bharat - Health and Wellness
Centres (AB-HWC) into Aam
Aadmi Clinics — a pet project
of the ruling AAP. The Ministry
had also warned the state of
stopping the funds for the
scheme, which is formulated
with a 60:40 contribution ratio
by the Centre and the state.

The Centre had, at an ear-
lier occasion, also turned
down the State Government’s
proposal of contributing to the
cash incentive to farmers for
not burning stubble. Punjab
Government had proposed to
give Rs 2,500 per acre to the
paddy growers, of which, the
Centre would pay Rs 1,500 per
acre while Rs 1,000 per acre
will be borne by Punjab and
Delhi governments.

Ludhiana Police go green;
120 KW capacity solar power
plants in 13 police stations
PNS n LUDHIANA

To make Punjab an eco-
friendly and energy-effi-

cient state, Punjab Director

General of Police (DGP)
Gaurav Yadav on Friday inau-
gurated rooftop solar power
plants installed at buildings of
13 police stations in the juris-
diction of Ludhiana
Commissionerate Police.

“These 120kW solar plants
have been installed in partner-
ship with Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) as part of
the project ‘Ujaala — Ek
Changi Shuruwat’ at the police
stations including Jamalpur,
Moti Nagar, PAU, Division
Number-1, 2, 5, 6 and 8, Dugri,
Sahnewal, Shimlapuri, Sadar
and Model Town,” said DGP
Yadav, accompanied by
Ludhiana Commissioner of
Police (CP) Mandeep Singh
Sidhu.

He said that the installation
of 120 KW solar power plants
in these police buildings would
reduce carbon emissions
amounting to 180 metric
tonnes annually, besides, reduc-
ing hefty electricity bills, result-
ing in saving Rs 12 lakh annu-
ally. Installing 120 KW capac-
ity solar power plants is equiv-
alent to planting around 5500
teak trees, he added.

Punjab brings down pendency of
services at Sewa Kendras to 0.16%
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Setting a new benchmark,
Punjab has brought down

the pendency of services being
provided via Sewa Kendras to
as low as 0.16 percent, which is
an all-time lowest in the state
so far.

Sharing the information,
the state’s Governance Reforms
and Public Grievances Minister
Aman Arora Minister also
directed the Deputy
Commissioners to examine the
officials having the highest
send-back pendency. The send-
back cases pendency of the
state currently is at a low of 0.56
percent.

Arora, chairing a regular
meeting with all the Deputy
Commissioners (DCs) of the
state via video conference to
review the pendency of gov-
ernment services applied at
Sewa Kendras, also commend-
ed the DCs’ efforts in ensuring
timely delivery of services
applied at Sewa Kendras.
“Analyze the reason of the con-
cerned officials, those who
have the highest send back
cases,” the Minister directed the
DCs.

At the same time, he also
warned of strict actions against

such officials who are putting
unnecessary objections and
asking for redundant docu-
ments to dispense Government
to Citizen (G2C) services.

Reiterating the
Government’s commitment to
ensure seamless delivery of
services to the public in a
transparent manner, Arora
asked the Governance Reforms
officials to expedite the digiti-
zation process of all services
delivered in offline mode to
bring in more transparency in
service delivery. He also
stressed on the need to simpli-
fy the process of service deliv-
ery and standardization and
minimization of documents
required to avail G2C services.

Presenting status of G2C
service delivery and upcoming
initiatives from Sewa Kendras,
Principal Secretary
(Governance Reforms) Tejveer
Singh and Director Governance
Reforms Girish Dayalan
apprised the Minister that the
Department is in the process of
widening the mandate of Sewa
Kendras and they also assured
that they are working on sim-
plifying the service delivery
process, besides bringing the all
offline mode services on digi-
tal platform.

Punjab police bust criminal
gang involved in gang rivalry
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Police’s State Special
Operation Cell, SAS Nagar,

on Friday, busted a notorious
criminal gang involved in gang
rivalry with the arrest of its one
member after recovering one .30
bore pistol along with five live
cartridges from his possession.

The arrested accused has
been identified as Rahul alias
Akash of Naurang Ke leli vil-
lage in Ferozepur. The Police
have also booked his close
associate, identified as Sukh
alias Subash of Babra Azam
Shah village in Ferozepur. Both
the accused persons are histo-
ry-sheeters and have been fac-
ing criminal cases of heinous
crimes, including double mur-
der, attempt to murder, and
under Arms Act.

Divulging details, AIG

SSOC SAS Nagar Ashwani
Kapur said that they have got
reliable inputs that accused
Rahul and Sukh — who were
out on bail — were hatching a
conspiracy to target members of
opposite gangs. They were also
arranging more illegal weapons
from their unknown associates,
he added.

Acting swiftly, the team of
SSOC Mohali apprehended
accused Rahul alias Akash after
recovering a pistol from his pos-
session, while Sukh managed to
flee from the spot, said AIG
Kapur, adding that the Police
teams are on manhunt to nab
the absconding accused. Further
efforts are being made to ascer-
tain backward and forward
linkages of the accused persons
and to identify their source of
illegal arms and ammunition;
and investigation into the mat-
ter is ongoing, he added.

Relief to defaulters: Punjab Govt introduces
OTS to clear electricity bills arrears

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Government on
Friday announced to intro-

duce a one-time settlement
scheme (OTS) for consumers,
who have defaulted their elec-
tricity bills or whose power con-
nections were disconnected
amid financial constraints.

Announcing this, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann said
that the scheme will continue for
all categories of consumers, espe-
cially industrial consumers, for
three months. “Giving a golden
opportunity to all categories of
PSPCL consumers, especially
industrial consumers, whose
connections were disconnected
following non-clearance of power
bills or economic compulsions,
the OTS has been launched for
three months. The interest on
delayed payment of pending
dues of bills under OTS would be

charged at a simple rate of nine
per cent,” he said.

The Chief Minister said that
no fixed charges will be charged
if the period of connection addi-
tion from the date of disconnec-
tion is six months or less. “If the
period of reconnecting the power
connection from the date of dis-
connection is six months or
more, the fixed charges will be
charged only for six months,” he
said. He said that in a new ini-
tiative to facilitate the consumers,
the balance amount under the
scheme now could be deposited
in four installments within a year.

The Chief Minister said that
interest was charged at the rate of
18 percent compounded on late
payment on the outstanding
defaulting amount of the bills and
full-time fixed charges were
charged from the date of discon-
nection to the period of con-
necting the connection, which has
now been completely waived off.

Punjab VB summons Padma
awardee Ajit newspapers’
Barjinder Hamdard
PNS n CHANDIGARH

In connection with the ongo-
ing vigilance inquiry into

the multi-crore Jang-e-Azadi
memorial project, Punjab
Vigilance Bureau on Thursday
issued summons to the Padma
awardee and Editor-in-Chief
of the state’s prominent
Punjabi newspaper Ajit Dr
Barjinder Singh Hamdard.
The VB summons have been
issued for May 29.

Notably, VB had initiated
an inquiry into the alleged
misuse of funds during the
execution of Rs 315-crore
Jang-e-Azadi Memorial pro-
ject about three months back
in March. The memorial, ded-
icated to the country’s free-
dom fighters, was set up at
Kartarpur near Jalandhar; and
considered a dream project of
the then Chief Minister
Parkash Singh Badal. It was
established in late 2016.

Dr Hamdard, being the
member secretary of the Jang-
e-Azadi Memorial Foundation
and chairperson of its execu-
tive committee, played an
instrumental role in the con-
ception and construction of
the project, since 2012. On
April 10 this year, he quit all
posts accusing the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) led
Punjab Government of
“repeatedly maligning the
name of the memorial by
sending police and vigilance
teams there”.

Of late, Dr Hamdard had
complained to Punjab
Governor Banwarilal Purohit
in which he highlighted his
confrontation with the AAP
Government, besides appre-
hending threats from the
police officials regarding false
cases.  On April  4,  Dr
Hamdard also met the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi —

and a picture of their meeting
was shared by a SAD leader
Daljit Singh Cheema.

Vigilance, in March this
year,  started an inquiry
regarding the financial exe-
cution of the project. The VB
sleuths conducted surprise
checks at the memorial several
times, gathering records
regarding the funds sanc-
tioned by the State
Government from 2014-16.
The VB team also gathered
construction materials, exam-
ined the furniture, inspected
the installation of various
items, including air condi-
tioners.

During the investigation,
the VB teams have questioned
the officials of the Public
Works Department, Water
Supply and Sanitation, and
contractors involved in the
construction. The investiga-
tion focuses on alleged fund
misuse. VB has already inter-
rogated one of the senior
office bearers of the project,
while a Ludhiana-based con-
tractor — responsible for the
project’s construction — has
also been issued summons.
The VB has also asked some
senior officials, involved in the
project, to appear before it for
questioning.

Reacting strongly to the
summons, SAD president
Sukhbir Singh Badal on Friday
said that the Padma awardee
and senior journalist is being
targeted by the ruling AAP.
“It’s shameful. This brazen
act of a power drunk
@BhagwantMann and his
AAP govt against the voice of
Panth and Punjab - Ajit, and
against Padma Bhushan S
Barjinder S Hamdard. This is
clearly a revenge against
Hamdard sahab for his prin-
cipled stand on freedom of the
Press,” tweeted Sukhbir.

Micro-irrigation projects to be implemented in parts
of southern Haryana facing water shortage CM
JAN SAMVAD
PROGRAMME
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Friday said micro-irrigation
projects will be implemented in
areas having water shortages in
the southern part of the state.

He was addressing a gath-
ering on the concluding day of
his three-day 'Jan Samvad' pro-
gramme in Mahendragarh dis-
trict.

In a function held at the
Satnali village, the chief min-
ister laid the foundation stone
of a micro-irrigation project
worth Rs 8.21 crore for four vil-
lages.  Khattar said that in the
last few years, the present state
government has done remark-
able work to promote micro-
irrigation which has also great-
ly aided groundwater conser-
vation. This scheme is proving
to be a boon for farmers, he
added.

Khattar said micro irriga-
tion projects will be imple-
mented in areas having water
shortages in southern Haryana
and the government is encour-
aging many initiatives aimed at
irrigating the parched terrain of
southern Haryana to find a
lasting solution to the water cri-
sis in this region.

He said that "in order to
move this micro irrigation pro-
gramme ahead, a target of
installing 1,000 piezometers
(an instrument for measuring

the pressure of a liquid or gas)
in villages by identifying low-
water areas has been estab-
lished under the Atal Bhujal
Yojana for the year 2023-24".
This year there is a proposal to
execute micro-irrigation pro-
jects on 2.5 lakh acres of agri-
cultural land, he noted.

An action plan has also
been developed for the instal-
lation of various structures for
rainwater harvesting, which
would certainly help in increas-
ing the groundwater level, he
said. Meanwhile, the chief min-
ister said that small and large
veterinary institutes are being
established across the state to
ensure timely healthcare facil-
ities for cattle.  More veterinary
institutes are opening every
year to meet the needs of live-
stock owners. The newly con-
structed veterinary hospital at
Satnali has also been included
in this list so that cattle rearers
can get quality veterinary ser-
vices at their doorstep.

Khattar said the state gov-
ernment is providing employ-

ment opportunities to the
youth in a transparent manner
and on a merit basis, adding
that the youth in Haryana are
being imparted education
focused on vocational and skill
development.  The priority of
the state government is to pro-
vide basic amenities like elec-
tricity, water, roads, medicine
and health to the people, he

noted.
"An amount of Rs 25 crore

each has been given to all the
assembly constituencies for the
renovation of roads and the
work related to it will be exe-
cuted at a fast pace," he said. At
Bawania village, he said the
BJP-led government is ensur-
ing uniform development
across the state. The chief min-
ister exhorted women to adopt
self-employment by forming
self-help groups. "There are
immense possibilities of sewing
centres, coarse grain products,
pickles and other small-scale
industries around the
Industrial Model Township to

be built on about 10,086 acres
in Khudana village. The
women can avail its benefits by
forming self-help groups," he
added.

During the programme, a
woman from Bawania apprised
the chief minister that there are
12 self-help groups in the vil-
lage, to which 114 families are
connected.

Zoological park to be set up in Dehra at a cost of Rs. 300 crore: Himachal CM
PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

on Friday said that an
International standard
Zoological park will be set up
in the Bankhandi area of
Dehra, with an estimated cost
of Rs. 300 crore and is expect-
ed to be completed within
three years which will generate
employment opportunities for
5000 local youths.

Addressing a gathering at
Haripur in the Dehra assembly
constituency of district Kangra,
he said that the development of
Dehra was his responsibility
and utmost priority. 

He said the government
will focus on promoting adven-
ture tourism at Pong Lake,
allocating Rs 70 crore for the

purpose. Plans include the
introduction of hot air balloon
activities and the construction
of a floating hotel. The state
government will also support
the youth by providing finan-

cial assistance to buy Shikaras,
aiming to create employment
opportunities in the area, he
added. 

Sukhu said that a Central
University was being opened at

Dehra and he has taken up the
issue with Union Union
Education Minister,
Dharmendra Pradhan to com-
mence the construction work
which was in limbo for the last
10 years.

The State Government has
started Mukhyamantri
Sukhashray Yojana for 6000
orphan children and they have
been adopted as ‘Children of
the State’, under which the
State Government will take
full care till they attain the age
of 27 years. Furthermore,
financial assistance of Rs. 1.50
lakh is being offered to widows
and single women to facilitate
the construction of houses, he
said.

He said that the govern-
ment is also striving to
strengthen the rural economy

through the implementation of
the 'Him Ganga' scheme.
Under this initiative, cow milk
will be purchased from cattle
rearers at Rs. 80 per liter, while
buffalo milk will be bought at
Rs. 100 per litre.

The Chief Minister said
that the present government
was going to bring innovative
changes in the health sector as
well. Model health institutes
will be opened in each assem-
bly constituency, where mod-
ern health services will be
provided to the people. He
said that the government is
also taking steps towards pro-
viding employment to the
youth. In the last cabinet meet-
ing, approval has been given to
fill the posts of about 6000
teachers in the education
department.
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Siddaramaiah has taken
oath as CM for the newly
elected Karnataka gov-

ernment and the first googly
has come out on the five
promises which were hyped
by Congress scion Rahul
Gandhi. In the election man-
ifesto, the Yuvanidhi scheme
was announced to give Rs.
3,000 per month for two
years to unemployed gradu-
ates and Rs. 1,500 per month
for two years to unemployed
diploma holders. However,
minister Priyank Kharge has
clarified that it would be
affected for the academic
year 2022-2023.

As per the initial esti-
mates, the annual cost of five
promises would be Rs, 50,000
crores but the actual numbers
might exceed this. Debt lev-
els of Karnataka have more
than doubled over five years
and the ‘Debt: State GDP’
ratio has increased from
18.4% in 2018 to 23.4% in
2023. Certain parts of the
increase in debt can be attrib-
uted to external factors like
the Covid-19 pandemic but
there is an important factor
that we all must understand. 

Some of the existing wel-
fare schemes might be with-
drawn by the new govern-

ment to save some money
while new schemes get intro-
duced. In this case, people will
benefit only from the differ-
ential. The fiscal deficit for
FY23 was estimated at around
Rs. 61,564 crores and it will
exceed Rs. 1 lakh crore with
the additional expense even if
a tax buoyancy of 10% is fac-
tored YoY. It's important to
highlight that the GST com-
pensation cess is no longer
there to fund the extravagan-
za of politicians. For perspec-
tive, the compensation cess in
Karnataka budget was Rs.
25,267 crores in FY 2021-22
which came down to Rs.
5,000 crores in FY 2022-23.

If we keep politics aside,
it can be seen from the state
finances that the debt level has
gone up for almost all the

states (except a few like
Odisha, and Uttar Pradesh)
over the last five years.
Political compulsion will
never allow the politicians to
extend their vision beyond
the short-term electoral gains
and therefore India needs a
law on the freebie culture. Of
course, it is going to be a
tough exercise because no one
would like his hands tied by
a piece of legislation and its
hard to avoid the temptation
which brings you close to the
power but we need some fis-
cal prudence if this country
does not choose to be walk-
ing on the similar path like Sri
Lanka and Venezuela. The
Finance Commission, which
is a constitutional body, has
already highlighted the risk of
state debts reaching an unsus-
tainable limit.

The concept of a welfare
state is always a welcome idea
but the cost of welfare should
not be such that it crumbles
the state itself. Politicians
and activists who keep float-
ing their utopian ideas and
taking shelter of our consti-
tution for all their stupidity,
forget that Article 292 and
293 of the same constitution
talks about borrowings and
mandates it to be within the

limits specified by the legis-
lature. The Constituent
Assembly of India discussed
these articles on 10th August
1949 and thought in a differ-
ent context but the impor-
tance of the purpose of the
loan was highlighted by Shri
H. V. Kamath. Existing polit-
ical leadership across the
board might be shortsighted
but Ananthasayanam
Ayyangar emphasised the
impact of borrowings in the
constituent assembly discus-
sion and his words can be
referred to in today’s context
‘So far as borrowing is con-
cerned–they may be short or
long-term, imposing heavy
obligations upon not only the
present generation but future
generation also’. 

We must remember that
nothing comes free in this
world. If the cost of freebies
is curtailing the capital
expenses, piling up the debt,
and slashing the social sector
expenses like education,
healthcare etc. then freebies
are not free at all and we all
will be paying the price one
way or the other.

(The writer is a 
chartered accountant, and

policy analyst. Views
expressed are personal)
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ety with the help of their extreme views
and hatred. On Thursday, Oath Keepers
founder Stewart Rhodes, 57, was sen-
tenced on charges of seditious conspira-
cy and other crimes. This sentence
becomes very important, for two reasons.
The first is that he has been sentenced to
18 years in prison, which is the longest
sentence ever handed down in this case.
Secondly, he turned out to be the culprit
who was not present in the crowd at the
time of the vandalism. But he was one of
the people whose mind and conspiracy
were working behind the crowd. Means
more than committing the crime, the one
who instigates it is the biggest culprit. 

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Sir — RJD MP Manoj Jha once had hit
the nail hard right on the head of those
snob brigade by stressing "This is a wel-
fare state, isn't it? When a poor man buys
a bar of soap, he is as much a taxpayer
as Adani and Ambani"! Yes, every citizen
pays taxes — direct or indirect. So even
the richest of rich hold no right to think
of themselves as of any "special stock"
with the indirect taxpayer any lesser to

them in any respect. And so as citizens
of the State, all are equally entitled to all
sorts of rights and it forms the urgent duty
of any Welfare State to look after those
citizens on the lower economic scale! 

It is high time the snob brigade,
always shouting "Stop subsidies and
freebies" and mocking the Government
for it's "sin" of providing goods and ser-
vices to the poor at subsidised/conces-
sional rates or paying monetary
allowances related to various schemes,
should either shut up or do the follow-
ing things: (1) At first ensure minimum
basic rights to the poor through their
astronomical salaries and cutting down
all sorts of luxuries; (2) And thereafter
they should themselves stop receiving
various sorts of tax concessions by the
Government and ask their employers to
immediately stop Leave Travel
Concession, free medical facilities(for
themselves and their family), free educa-
tion of their children, Dearness
Allowance/House Rent Allowance.

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — Top dignitaries of the states have
some privileges thrust upon them. "
Zero traffic", when they commute, is one
such entitlement. It means traffic is
cleared during their travel in the state.
Generally, the governor and chief minis-
ter enjoy zero traffic luxury. The new
Karnataka chief minister Siddaramaiah
has decried the tendency: he has asked the
officials to do away with the zero traffic
rule when he crisscrosses the length and
breadth of Bengaluru and Karnataka.
Siddaramaiah is understandably wor-
ried about the traffic standstill and the
hardship faced by the commuters during
zero traffic. 

His predecessor Basavaraj Bommai
was content with a " green corridor" with
no traffic signals during his movement.
In sharp contrast to these two, a former
state home minister had refused to part
with zero traffic saying it was his "privi-
lege". 

Be that as it may, it is laudable that at
least some people in power can be sensi-
tive to people's sufferings. Many times, it's
the officers under the high dignitaries,
who want to please their bosses, who
wield power. Therefore, dignitaries must
ensure that their orders are not flouted.
It is heartening that India's VIP culture
is slowly on the decline thanks to the
courts and the important individuals
themselves. Although the 2013 Supreme
Court order restricting the use of red bea-
cons on official vehicles was taken with
a pinch of salt by the common man, it was
surprisingly carried out well with minor
hiccups. 

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola 
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Sir — One by one, in 2021, the mother
of American democracy, attacking Capitol
Hill, is sentencing its destroyers and con-
spirators to prison, American law. One
should hope that most of the thousands
of people who have been arrested in this
connection will be punished in some way
or the other for dividing American soci-
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suggesting the need for greater
focus on these issues.

The cultural heritage of the
country, the importance of
Yoga and ancient science were
also important topics commu-
nicated during these conversa-
tions. Another interesting find-
ing of the analysis is the geo-
graphical distribution of atten-
tion across states and regions.
While Kashmir, Gujarat, Delhi,
and Tamil Nadu have garnered
more attention than others,
BIMARU states (Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Uttar Pradesh) have got
comparatively less mention in
these talks. The mention of
Kashmir is also related to the
fact that there were many gov-
ernance and structural changes
here which kept its discussion
at a higher frequency.

It is quite interesting that
the mentions of Leh-Ladakh
and North East states are lim-
ited to 20 times or less. Only
Assam state could receive sig-
nificant mention among North
Eastern Regions (NERs). This
distribution highlights the
need to focus more on certain
regions and communities,
especially those that are more
marginalized. The use of cer-
tain keywords also reveals the

government's priorities and
approach. Words like ‘Rural’,
‘Village’, ‘Youth’, ‘Farmer’, and
‘Women’ are frequently men-
tioned, indicating the govern-
ment's focus on empowering
these communities. 

This communication
series not only engaged in dia-
logue but also drew wisdom
from the legacies of notable
figures in our country's histo-
ry. Among the most frequent-
ly referenced were Mahatma
Gandhi, Baba Saheb
Ambedkar, and Buddha, with
92, 50, and 39 mentions
respectively.

The analysis of Mann ki
Baat's all 100 scripts highlights
the program's strengths and
limitations and provides
important insights for policy-
makers and researchers. The
program's focus on communi-
cation and outreach has been
effective in engaging with the
community and raising aware-
ness about important issues.
The use of hashtags and social
media platforms has amplified
the program's reach and
impact, making it a powerful
tool for citizen engagement. At
the same time, the analysis
highlights the need for greater
focus on certain issues and

communities. Topics like cli-
mate change, poverty, jobs
and marginalized community
receive comparatively less
attention in the scripts, sug-
gesting the need for greater
emphasis on these issues. 

Similarly, the geographical
distribution of attention high-
lights the need to focus more
on certain regions and com-
munities. The global stand of
India and its contribution was
also observed to be one of the
important highlighters in these
talks and words like ‘United
Nations’, ‘America’, and ‘Europe’
were observed to be in the fre-
quency of 32, 50 and 15
respectively. 

Finally, the analysis of
Mann ki Baat's total 100 scripts
provides a valuable perspective
on the government's priorities
and approach to citizen out-
reach. By leveraging commu-
nication as a powerful tool and
focusing on key issues like
water, health, and digital trans-
formation, the program has
made significant contribu-
tions to public awareness and
engagement.

(The writer is assistant
professor Dr Rajendra Prasad
central agricultural university,

Pusa, Bihar)
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IIndia's flagship citizen out-
reach program, ‘Mann ki
Baat’, represented by the
Prime Minister of the coun-
try, has completed a centu-

ry of broadcasts. It's time to take
stock of the program's impact and
priorities, by analysing the themes
and focus areas across the 100
scripts. This analysis backed up by
the data mining techniques
reveals important insights into the
government's communication
strategy, the key issues it priori-
tizes, and the areas where it
could focus more. One of the dis-
tinctive features of Mann ki Baat
is the use of communication as a
powerful tool to reach out to mil-
lions of people across India. 

The program has leveraged
social media and other platforms
to amplify its outreach, using
hashtags like #drugsfreeIndia,
#YesWeCan, #IncredibleIndia,
# a r m e d f o r c e s f l a g d a y ,
#PositiveIndia, #Jalshakti4India,
#CourageinKargil, #Cheer4India
and #MyHandloomMyPride
among others to engage with the
community. While observing it
appeared that certain hashtags
campaigns had bi-annual fre-
quency, with a gap of around two
years between most of them.
This approach has been effective
in raising awareness about impor-
tant issues and generating public
interest in the program.

A closer look at the 100
scripts reveals the key focus areas
of the program. ‘Water’ and
‘Health’ are among the most fre-
quently mentioned topics with a
mention of 454, and 274 times
respectively, indicating the gov-
ernment's focus on addressing
these critical issues. During these
conversations, there has been
obvious discussion on the health-
care sector, doctors, workers and
the pandemic era and these key-
words have been found to be
inadequate frequency. 

Digital and online initiatives,
such as MyGov, are also promi-
nently featured, highlighting the
government's push for digital
transformation and innovation
and the same can be observed in
the nation’s journey towards tech-
nological developments in the
past decade. However, topics
such as ‘Climate change’, ‘Food’,
and ‘Poverty’ receive compara-
tively less attention in the scripts,
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(The author is the
director and chief 

executive of this non-
partisan think tank
based in New Delhi)

With the looming debt
crisis in the United
States with the potential
to default, a showdown
between Republicans

that control the House and the democ-
ratic white house may not augur well for
the global economy and developing
countries like India. Owing unsustain-
able economic policies over a few
decades and irresponsible handling of
resources has led the largest global eco-
nomic powerhouse into a big mess of its
own making. Even if president joe
Biden manages to clinch a last-minute
deal with Republican top leadership to
push up the debt ceiling beyond us $ 31.4
trillion, larger questions continue to
haunt the Americans. Mobilizing loans
through US bonds or debt paper may not
be the immediate concern but potential
default on June 1 is what may turn cat-
astrophic to not only Americans but the
entire world. For Americans, it means
that democrats will not be able to fund
their fancied social security payments on
medical and health insurance, pension
or social development projects.

President Biden and his Democratic
administration will have to put on hold
all fancy projects like waiving student
loans or fees to provide personal tax con-
cessions to youngsters and new taxpay-
ers democrats understand the full impor-
tance of lifting the already unsustainable
debt limit of $ 31.4 trillion. In fact, this
also explains US President Biden's deci-
sion to forgo the scheduled quad sum-
mit in Australia and head back home
after the G-7 leaders meeting in
Hiroshima. Eventually, the quad summit
had to be called off with heads of the US,

Australia, Japan and India meet-
ing briefly at Hiroshima on the
sidelines of the G-7 congregation.
The larger issue that confronts us
and the world is a wee bit differ-
ent and difficult.

There is every possibility of
us moving into economic reces-
sion thereby stymieing demand
for goods and services globally.
This will hit the economic growth
sentiment internationally big
time. Secondly, the possibility of
banks getting stuck with worth-
less dollar-denominated bonds or
debt paper in the medium term
cannot be ruled out unless both
the federal reserve and political
leadership in the US take recourse
to the mid-course correction that
involves massive spending cuts or
improve the country's revenues.
Such a policy may be very unat-
tractive for Democratic voters
when they have to elect their
president in 2024. 

Thirdly, containing the con-
tagion effect of the US economy
moving into the abyss will be a
herculean task. One cannot eas-
ily forget the global financial
crisis triggered by real estate-
linked mortgages that turned
worthless in 2007-08. This hous-
ing bubble stirred a perfect storm
to impact both large developing
countries like India as well as least
developed countries al ike.
Excessive risk exposure taken by
banks was the biggest element in
this crisis of the worst kind after
the great depression of 1929.

Fourthly, if the US default final-
ly happens, then countries like
India having huge exposure to
American greenback will also
face the heat. 

But,  this diversif ication
should go the whole hog and con-
sciously lead to pursuing the de-
dollarization of the Indian econ-
omy as a state policy. Fifthly,
while exports to the US become
attractive and import bills get
squeezed, a demand slump glob-
ally will negate the advantages
gained in trade deals. There is no
reason why India should not
pursue a more independent trade
and currency policy keeping her-
self at a safe distance from the
federal reserve and recalibrating
her linkages with Washington
DC. Sixthly, Democrats and
Republicans must work towards
mid-course correction on the
economic and development front
rather than recklessly going for
borrowing more from Tom to pay
Peter. 

Limiting the fresh debt limit
to us $ 1.5 trillion till March 31,
2024, and achieving concomitant
cuts in spending by us $ 1.47 tril-
lion would save the perilously
placed our economy. Seventhly,
precipitating a perfectly cooked
crisis is not in anyone's interest
and hence reining in the fresh
spending to less than one per cent
as per the limit, save, grow act of
2023 makes eminent sense. On
the parallel, limiting the mop-up
of fresh debt and gradual reduc-

tion in existing debt stock would
augur well for the US economy
that’s seeking to reposition itself
and instil confidence in its trad-
ing and investment partners. 

The debt-to-GDP ratio was
approximately 97 per cent at the
end of FY 2022, and under cur-
rent policy and based on this
report's assumptions is projected
to reach 566 per cent in 2097, it
pointed out. While pursuing a
revised economic policy dispen-
sation, president biden should not
easily forget the 2011 crisis that
was triggered by our congress.
This pushed up the borrowing
costs for the treasury by a
humongous us $ 1.3 billion in just
one year. Also, we should not pro-
vide any leverage to China for en-
cashing its crisis. China is easily
the largest holder of us debt
paper, notes and long-term bonds
with valuations ranging from $
859.4 billion to $ one trillion. 

China may like to leverage
our debt paper to rebalance its
own resources position which
again may not be looking too
good. China's own debt of us $
14.34 trillion as of April 12,
2023, and swelling at a whopping
$ 3.81 trillion annually may not
be something to brag about by
president xis oligarchs driven
communist party. Potential
defaults in us, and machinations
in China have valuable lessons for
India that are overtly conservative
on borrowings, especially by the
Narendra Modi government.
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You see many youths
around you, who deliv-
er the goods coming

via e-commerce apps and web-
sites. Similarly, millions of dri-
vers all over the world provide
app-based taxi services. E-
commerce and technology-
driven businesses have become
a major part of the economy
these days. This section of the
economy is known as the ‘gig
economy’ and the people
working there are called ‘gig’
workers. Recently, the delivery
workers of an e-commerce
company named 'Blinkit' went
on a one-day strike, which was
also given a lot of importance
by the media. The case was
that a company called 'Blinkit',
which claims to supply con-
sumers with their grocery
requirements in 10 minutes to
half an hour, had reduced the

payment to its delivery agents
by half. Significantly, before
this change, the company used
to pay Rs 25 to the delivery
agent for each delivery. Till
about a year ago, the delivery
agents were given Rs 50 per
delivery. Delivery workers’
complaint is that fuel costs
have skyrocketed during this
period, but their wages have
shrunk to a quarter.

The reality is that today
youth in big and small cities
are forced to work as delivery
agents in the absence of any
decent employment. In the ini-
tial phase, these workers also
used to earn sufficiently, but
due to low payouts, now their
economic condition has
become very pathetic. The
reality is that in the absence of
alternative employment, it has
become almost a compulsion

for the youth to work as deliv-
ery agents.

On the other hand, com-
panies like 'Ola' and 'Uber' pro-
viding app-based taxi services
have also started charging
highly exploitative commis-
sions from taxi drivers. Due to
this, the drivers of 'Ola' and
'Uber' have also resorted to agi-
tational means like strikes
many times. But the exploita-
tive commission policy of 'Ola'
and 'Uber' continues unabat-
ed. Despite the strike by
Bilinkit's delivery agents, no
solution is in sight.

Gig workers like drivers of
'Ola', 'And Uber', delivery
agents of 'Blinkit', 'Zomato',
'And Swiggy' etc. or any other
type of workers registered
with any other app-based ser-
vice provider, whose employ-
ment depends on the mercy of

these app companies, business-
es or whose livelihood depends
on the delivery of goods or
ordering of services based on
messages received from these
apps, are today suffering from
the exploitation by these com-
panies.

Nowadays the word gig is
very much in vogue. Till two-
three decades ago, the word gig
was not much in use. It has
become necessary to under-
stand the meaning of the word
‘gig’ and the terms such as ‘gig
economy’ and ‘gig worker’ etc.
and their effects on society.

A few decades back, there
were only two types of work-
ers. One, the salaried employ-
ees and the other, the casual
workers. Salaried workers are
generally employed on a per-
manent basis with a fixed
salary and other facilities. A

certain procedure has to be fol-
lowed for the removal of these
workers from employment.
On the other hand, casual
labour means daily wage work-
ers. These labourers are paid
wages on a daily basis and have
to go in search of employment
every day.

In the organized sector,
earlier most workers were
generally employed on a per-
manent or regular basis and
their employment was also
fairly secure. In the unorga-
nized sector like agriculture,
construction and sometimes in
manufacturing, the practice of
daily wage labourers is seen.
Generally, educated and
trained workers were mostly
salaried workers and most of
the daily wage laborers used to
be uneducated and untrained
workers. But these days even

organised sector employers
have found an easy way to
employ gig workers or some-
times on contract or on fixed
term; where workers lack job
security and social security.
Further, there is the absence of
regulations like working hours
and working conditions, as
these workers in order to earn
sufficiently have to work for
longer hours and under pre-
carious conditions.

This new class of labour,
namely, gig labour is the out-
come of the emerging gig
economy, based on new tech-
nology. This new category has
emerged in the form of online
platforms, cloud working, free-
lancing, e-commerce, supply
chain, etc. That is, it can be said
that new technology and new
business models are the cre-
ators of this new labour class.

These workers who are
serving based on work/order
provided by the apps are clear-
ly working under the instruc-
tions of the apps owned by e-
commerce companies, but in
government definitions, they
are not considered workers,
they are called 'freelancers'.

All such gig, temporary,
and contract workers will have
to be properly defined and
identified while ensuring min-
imum wages, maximum work-
ing hours and various types of
social security for them. If this
does not happen, this system
will be called nothing more
than Jungle Raj, whose rule is
'survival of the fittest'. The
Government of India is
expected to make policies for
the social security of the work-
ers of these online platforms
i.e., gig workers.
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Kyiv (AP): Russia’s southern
Belgorod region bordering
Ukraine came under attack on
Friday from Ukrainian
artillery fire, mortar shells
and drones, authorities said,
hours after two drones struck
a Russian city in an area next
to the annexed Crimea
Peninsula.

Moscow’s forces, mean-
while, struck a building con-
taining psychology and veteri-
nary clinics in the city of
Dnipro, in central Ukraine,
killing two people and wound-
ing 30, including two children,
Ukrainian officials said.

Video released by region-
al Gov Serhiy Lysak showed
fire engulfing the three-story
building that appeared almost
destroyed, with only parts of
a wall standing, as firefighters
battled the flames.

A Russian S-300 missile
hit a dam in the Karlivka dis-
trict of Donetsk province in
eastern Ukraine, threatening
nearby settlements with flood-
ing. The town of Graivoron in
Russia’s Belgorod region, about
7 kilometres (more than 4
miles) from the Ukrainian

border, came under fire for
several hours, damaging four
houses, a store, a car, a gas
pipeline and a power line,
Gov Vyacheslav Gladkov
reported.

Closer to the frontier, a
recreation centre, a shop and
an empty house were damaged
in the village of Glotovo. One
woman was wounded when
nearby Novaya Tavolzhanka
was shelled, Gladkov said.

Earlier this week, the
Belgorod region was the target
of one of the most serious
cross-border attacks from
Ukraine since the war began
15 months ago. Details of the
raid were murky. Russia
blamed the Ukrainian armed
forces, but two Russian groups
said they were involved, with
the aim of bringing down
Russian President Vladimir
Putin. Officials in Russia’s
southern city of Krasnodar, in
the region of the same name
bordering Crimea, said two
drones struck there. Witnesses
told local media they heard
something like the sound of a
moped and then two explo-
sions.
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Belgium and Iran conducted
a prisoner exchange Friday

in Oman, with officials saying
Tehran released a Belgian aid
worker in exchange for an
Iranian diplomat convicted of
attempting to bomb a meeting
of exiles in France. The initial
announcement by Oman’s
Foreign Ministry did not iden-
tify the prisoners being
swapped. Later Friday, Belgian
Prime Minister Alexander De
Croo said in a statement that
the aid worker, Olivier
Vandecasteele, had been freed.
Iranian state television later
confirmed that the diplomat,
Assadollah Assadi, was freed as
well.

Oman’s Foreign Ministry
said that “those released were
transferred from Tehran and
Brussels to Muscat today,
Friday, in preparation for their
return to their countries.” 
It added that “the sultanate of
Oman appreciated the high
positive spirit that prevailed in
the talks in Muscat between the
Iranian and Belgian sides, and
their keenness to settle this
humanitarian issue.”

De Croo said
Vandecasteele was transferred
to Oman on Thursday night.
He was received by a team of
Belgian diplomats and military
officials, then was assessed by
doctors.

“Olivier spent 455 days in
prison in Tehran. In unbearable
conditions. Innocent,” De Croo
wrote. “Olivier Vandecasteele’s
return to Belgium is a relief. A
relief for his family, friends and
colleagues.”

Oman has long served as
an interlocutor for the West
with Iran.

In January, Iran sentenced
Vandecasteele to a lengthy
prison term and 74 lashes after
convicting him of espionage in
a closed-door trial. He also was
fined USD 1 million. 

Vandecasteele was arrested
in Iran in February 2022 while
packing up his belongings,
after working with the
Norwegian Refugee Council
and Relief International in the
Islamic Republic from 2015 to
2021, according to Amnesty
International.

His family and the Belgian
government strongly denied
Iran’s claims, made without
offering evidence, that he was
a spy. To make the swap with
the Iran diplomat possible,
Belgium had adopted in March
a controversial prisoner
exchange treaty that was upheld
by the country’s constitution-
al court.

In 2021, Belgium convict-
ed Assadi of masterminding a
thwarted bomb attack against
an exiled Iranian opposition
group in France and sentenced
him to 20 years in prison. 
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Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo and her

Chinese counterpart, Wang
Wentao, expressed concern
Thursday about policies of
each other’s governments fol-
lowing Chinese raids on con-
sulting firms and US curbs on
exports of semiconductor tech-
nology, their governments said.
The two sides announced no
progress in disputes over tech-
nology and security but said
Raimondo and Wang promised
to strengthen exchanges on
trade issues. 

Companies from both
sides have been buffeted by
tighter official controls on trade
in semiconductors and other
activity on security grounds.
Political relations between the
two governments are at their
lowest level in decades follow-
ing disputes over technology,
security, China’s territorial
claims and Beijing’s treatment
of Hong Kong and ethnic

minorities. Raimondo “raised
concerns” about Chinese
actions against US companies
in China, her office said in a
statement. It said they also
discussed the trade and invest-
ment environment and “areas
for potential cooperation” but
gave no details.

Chinese police raided
offices of consultants Bain
&amp; Co. and Capvision and
a due diligence firm, Mintz
Group, following the expansion

of national security and intel-
ligence laws. Authorities have
given no explanation for the
raids.

The raids rattled foreign
companies, which the British
Chamber of Commerce in
China said this week want
“greater clarity” about enforce-
ment. Chinese authorities have
said companies are obliged to
obey the law but have given no
indication whether they see
possible violations.

Wang “expressed key con-
cerns” about U.S. policy on
semiconductors, exports and
trade, his ministry said. It gave
no details.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping
in March accused Washington
of trying to hold back China’s
development after the US gov-
ernment blocked access to
technology to manufacture
advanced processor chips,
hampering the ruling
Communist Party’s efforts to
develop its own semiconductor
producers for smartphones,
artificial intelligence and other
advanced applications.

President Joe Biden has
tightened restrictions imposed
by his predecessor, Donald
Trump, on access to design,
manufacturing and other tech-
nologies that Washington and
its allies say might be used to
improve Chinese weapons at a
time when Beijing is threaten-
ing to attack Taiwan and is
involved in territorial disputes
with other neighbors.
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Princess Sophia Duleep
Singh, the daughter of

Maharaja Duleep Singh – the
last ruler of the Sikh empire –
and the goddaughter of Queen
Victoria, was honoured with a
commemorative Blue Plaque in
London on Friday. The Blue
Plaque scheme, run by the
English Heritage charity, hon-
ours the significance of partic-
ular buildings associated with
historical figures. In memory of
the British-Indian Princess, it
now adorns Faraday House,
which was granted to Sophia
and her sisters as a grace and
favour apartment at Hampton
Court Palace southwest of
London by Queen Victoria.

“As a political journalist, I
thought I knew the story of the
suffragettes, and then I found
this extraordinary woman and
she blew me away,” said Anita
Anand, the author of the biog-
raphy ‘Sophia: Princess,
Suffragette, Revolutionary’.

“As the last princess of the
Sikh Empire, goddaughter of
Queen Victoria, society darling
and fashion icon, a life of com-
fort and celebrity was hers for
the taking, but she chose a
harder path. Using her interna-
tional fame and influence,
putting herself in physical dan-
ger, she fought for the right of
women to vote. Campaigning
with unrelenting ferocity, loy-
alty and selflessness, she moved
the dial,” she said.

Named after another for-
mer resident, the eminent
English physicist Michael
Faraday (1791–1867), Faraday
House was Princess Sophia’s
main residence for over four
decades.
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Washington (PTI): Running from pillar to post for the
last several years, ‘documented dreamers’, a significant-
ly large number of whom are Indian Americans, are seek-
ing an end to their uncertain future.

A group of these long-term visa holders known as
documented dreamers made another round of the US
Capitol – the temple of American Democracy – knock-
ing on the doors of one lawmaker after the other, seek-
ing support for the recently introduced ‘America’s
Children Act’.

The ‘dreamers’ are basically undocumented immi-
grants who enter the United States as children with par-
ents. They grew up legally in the US but risk deporta-
tion when they turn 21 years old.

At a time when the US Congress is bitterly divided
on political lines, these young dreamers, who are esti-
mated to number 250,000 are looking for more support
from congressmen and senators to make necessary leg-
islative changes that give citizenship pathway to aged-
out kids. “It is time to permanently end the aging out
and pass the America’s Children Act,” Dip Patel, founder,
Improve The Dream, said.  He is leading an unprecedent-
ed fight on behalf of the documented dreamers.

Of the 2,50,000 dreamers, 90 per cent are pursuing
STEM (Science, technology, engineering, and mathemat-
ics) careers, he said.
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UK Opposition Leader Sir
Keir Starmer on Friday

said it was time for the India-
UK relationship to be widened
across all critical areas as he set
out the Labour Party’s foreign
policy pitch in the lead up to
the general election expected
next year. Starmer said he sees
huge scope of mutual benefit
from enhancing the bilateral
ties.

According to a statement,
he would be making a keynote
address to open India Global
Forum’s (IGF) annual UK-
India Week summit in London
next month. The address will
mark the first major insight
into the Labour leader’s vision
for the party’s relationship with
India, which went through
some strain over sensitive
issues such as Kashmir under
his predecessor Jeremy Corbyn.

“The time has now come to
look to the future and work on
how we can deepen and widen
our cooperation in critical
areas such as trade and invest-
ment, technology and innova-
tion, climate action, diversity
and inclusion, and healthcare,
the future of work, skills and
education – all areas where I
see huge scope for mutual ben-
efit,” said Starmer.

The IGF UK-India Week,
now in its fifth year, is a five-
day series of events to be held
between June 26 and 30 to
bring together senior politi-
cians, business and thought
leaders from the UK, India
and around the world to focus
on the prospects of strength-
ening India-UK ties across
different sectors. “I believe
it’s timely that Sir Keir will be
opening UK-India Week this
year. We are at a critical junc-
ture, and so his participation
underscores the importance of
the need for a bipartisan
approach to the relationship
with India,” said IGF Founder
and CEO Professor Manoj
Ladwa.
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House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy said on Friday

negotiators “made progress”
on an agreement with the
White House to raise the debt
limit as they race to close out
a deal ahead of a looming
deadline to avert a potential-
ly catastrophic default.

McCarthy told reporters at
the Capitol that there is still
more work to do.

The two sides are narrow-
ing on a two-year agreement
that would curb federal spend-
ing and lift the borrowing
limit ahead of a deadline as
soon as June 1 when Treasury
could run out of money to pay
the nation’s bills.

President Joe Biden and
the Republican speaker hope
to strike a budget compromise
this weekend. Any deal would
need to be a political compro-
mise, with support from both

Democrats and Republicans to
pass the divided Congress.

A person familiar with
the talks said the two sides are
“dug in” on whether or not to
agree to Republican demands
to impose stiffer work require-
ments on people who receive
government food stamps, cash
assistance and health care aid,
some of the most vulnerable
Americans.

Yet both Biden and
McCarthy expressed optimism
heading into the weekend that
the gulf between their posi-
tions could be bridged. A two-
year deal would raise the debt
limit for that time, past the
2024 presidential election.

House Republicans have
pushed the issue to the brink,
displaying risky political
bravado in leaving town for
the Memorial Day holiday.
The US could face an unprece-
dented default as soon as June
1, hurling the global economy

into chaos. In remarks at the
White House on Thursday,
Biden said, “It’s about compet-
ing versions of America.”

“The only way to move
forward is with a bipartisan
agreement,” Biden said on
Thursday. “And I believe we’ll
come to an agreement that
allows us to move forward and
protects the hardworking
Americans of this country.”

Lawmakers are tentative-
ly not expected back at work
until Tuesday, just two days
from the early June deadline
when Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen has said the US could
start running out of cash to
pay its bills and face a federal
default.

Biden will also be away
this weekend, departing on
Friday for the presidential
retreat at Camp David,
Maryland, and Sunday for his
home in Wilmington,
Delaware. The Senate is on

recess and will return after
Memorial Day.

Meanwhile, Fitch Ratings
agency placed the United
States’ AAA credit on “ratings
watch negative,” warning of a
possible downgrade.

Weeks of negotiations
between Republicans and the
White House have failed to
produce a deal — in part
because the Biden administra-
tion resisted negotiating with
McCarthy over the debt limit,
arguing that the country’s full
faith and credit should not be
used as leverage to extract
other partisan priorities.

The White House has
offered to freeze next year’s
2024 spending at current lev-
els and restrict 2025 spending,
but the Republican leader says
that’s not enough.

“We have to spend less
than we spent last year. That
is the starting point,” said
McCarthy.
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Unfazed after being placed
on the no-fly list, Pakistan’s

former prime minister Imran
Khan on Friday took a swipe at
the top leaders of the ruling
coalition, saying he has no
plans to travel overseas as he
neither owns properties nor has
any businesses abroad. Khan,
his wife Bushra Bibi and other
leaders and former assembly
members of his Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
were reportedly barred from
leaving the country on
Thursday.

Taking to Twitter, Khan
wrote: “I want to thank the gov-
ernment for putting my name
on the ECL as I have no plans
to travel abroad, because I nei-
ther have any properties or
businesses abroad nor even a
bank account outside the coun-
try.”“If and when I do get an
opportunity for a holiday, it will
be in our northern mountains,
my favourite place on earth,” he
said. The Exit Control List
(ECL) is maintained by the

interior ministry and deals
with individuals who are not
allowed to leave the country
due to pending court cases or
for other reasons.

Earlier, the Samaa News
channel reported on Thursday
that the Pakistan government
had barred Khan, his wife and
at least 80 people from leaving
the country.

“The federal government
has decided to add the names
of 80 people, including  PTI
Chairman Imran Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi, to the no-fly
list,” the report said.

Top leaders of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) including the party’s supre-
mo Nawaz Sharif are accused
of amassing huge wealth in
country’s like the UK.

Sharif was sentenced to 10
years of rigorous imprison-
ment by an anti-graft court in
one of the three corruption
cases against him in the
Panama Papers scandal in
2018.

During the trial, the
National Accountability Bureau

(NAB) had presented around
21 witnessed to prove that
Sharif family cannot justify
the money trail to buy four
apartments in Avenfield House,
Park Lane, London. It is alleged
that the properties were bought
with graft money in 1990s
when he served twice as the
prime minister.

Sharif, however, has reject-
ed any wrongdoing and insist-
ed they were bought with the
legitimate money.

Khan, 70, and several top
leaders of his party are facing
cases in connection with the
violence that erupted after the
PTI chief ’s arrest on May 9 in
a corruption case.

On May 9, violent protests
erupted after paramilitary
Rangers arrested Khan from
the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) premises. His party
workers vandalised a dozen
military installations, including
the Lahore Corps
Commander’s House, the
Mianwali airbase and the ISI
building in Faisalabad in
response to Khan’s arrest.
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Islamabad (PTI): Firdous
Ashiq Awan resigned from
Imran Khan’s party on Friday
over the recent violent and “ter-
rorist activities” and said the
former prime minister and
Pakistan cannot go together,
becoming the latest senior
leader to quit the opposition
party.

Awan, 53, served as Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister
on Information and
Broadcasting from 2019 to
2020.

She is the latest politician
who resigned from Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party.Awan, the former Federal
Minister for Population
Welfare, said she was parting
ways with the PTI over the
party’s “violent and terrorist
activities”.
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Pope Francis skipped meet-
ings on Friday because he

was running a fever after a par-
ticularly busy day, the Vatican
said. The Vatican No. 2,
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, said
Francis was tired and attributed
the fever to the fact that Francis
had greeted, one by one, a par-
ticularly big crowd of his school
foundation on Thursday after-
noon.

“He wanted to greet all of
them and probably at a certain
point lost his resistance,”
Parolin was quoted as saying by
the LaPresse news agency.

The last time Francis
spiked a serious fever, in
March, the 86-year-old pontiff
was rushed to the hospital
where he was diagnosed with
acute bronchitis.

He received intravenous
antibiotics and was released
three days later.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan’s
Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah
on Friday said that only 33 sus-
pects have been handed over to
authorities so far to be tried by
military courts for their alleged
involvement in the attacks on
sensitive defence installations
during the May 9 protests fol-
lowing the arrest of former
prime minister Imran Khan.
Thousands of supporters of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party ransacked and set ablaze
military and civilian buildings
after party chief Khan was
arrested from the Islamabad
High Court in a case of alleged
corruption, following which a
crackdown was launched to
arrest and punish the perpetra-
tors.

Amidst criticism from local
and international rights groups,
Pakistan started the legal process

to prosecute those involved in
the violence under military and
civilian laws. Sanaullah, at a press
conference, provided details
about the number of people
arrested and handed over to the
military for trial under the strin-
gent military regulations for
attacking the Army’s facilities.

“So far, only 19 accused have
been handed over to the military
courts or military officials in
Punjab and 14 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa,” he said.

The minister said that police
registered 499 First Information
Reports (FIRs) at various police
stations, and only six of them,
including two in Punjab and
four in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) provinces, are being
processed for a possible trial in
the military courts.

“But an atmosphere is being
created as if all are being tried in

military courts,” he said.
Asserting that only those
involved in attacks on military
installations would be tried
under military laws, Sanaullah
said that no innocent person
would be harmed.

He clarified that military
officials would investigate the
cases but would not start pros-
ecution until it was determined
where the Army Act or the
Official Secrets Act would be
applicable. Details of the FIRs, he
said 88 cases were registered
under the Anti-Terrorism Act
and the remaining 411 under
other charges, like vandalism,
arson or interfering in state
matters. Sanaullah added that
around 3,950 people were arrest-
ed in cases registered under ter-
rorism charges, including 2,588
in Punjab and almost 1,100 in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
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London (AP): Credit Suisse
owes former Georgian Prime
Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili
hundreds of millions of dollars
for failing to protect the bil-
lionaire’s money held in a trust
pilfered by a manager, a
Singapore court ruled Friday,
the latest scandal for the Swiss
bank whose yearslong prob-
lems forced its takeover by a
rival.

Ivanishvili in 2004 put
more than USD 1.1 billion into
a trust overseen by the bank’s
Singapore subsidiary, Credit
Suisse Trust Limited, and the
employee managing the trust
“misappropriated many mil-
lions of dollars” over nine

years before being caught and
sent to prison, the Singapore
International Commercial
Court said. Bidzina, who
amassed a fortune in Russia as
a businessman before serving
as Georgia’s prime minister
from 2012 to 2013, sued the
Swiss bank for about USD 1.2
billion, saying it failed to prop-
erly administer the trust and
keep its assets safe.

“The judgment published
today is wrong and poses very
significant legal issues,” Credit
Suisse said in a written state-
ment. 

“Credit Suisse Trust
Limited intends to vigorously
pursue an appeal.” 
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Tokyo (AP): A strong earth-
quake shook Tokyo and other
areas of eastern Japan on
Friday, but no tsunami warn-
ing was issued.

The magnitude 6.1 quake
was centred off the east coast
of Chiba Peninsula at a depth
of 44.5 kilometres, the US
Geological Survey said. Strong
shaking was reported in Chiba
and Ibaraki prefectures, but the
USGS said there was little
chance of serious damage or
fatalities. Kyodo News service
said no problems were report-
ed at the Tokai No. 2 nuclear
power plant in Ibaraki.
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Britain’s Treasury chief said he
would be prepared to see the

UK economy slip back into
recession if further interest rate
hikes are necessary to bring
down inflation.

With the Bank of England
expected to keep raising rates
following higher-than-antici-
pated inflation figures this week,
Jeremy Hunt said it was neces-
sary to prioritise measures to
slow the pace of price increas-
es.

In an interview with Sky
News that aired on Friday, Hunt
said the “only path to sustainable
growth” is to bring inflation

under control. Asked if he was
comfortable with further rate
hikes even if it could precipitate
a recession, Hunt said, “Yes,
because in the end, inflation is
a source of instability. ... It is not
a trade-off between tackling
inflation and recession.” 

Like other central banks, the
Bank of England has been rais-
ing interest rates aggressively
over the past 18 months or so to
a 15-year high of 4.5 per cent
after inflation spiked sharply,
first because of bottlenecks
caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic and then Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, which caused ener-
gy and food prices to surge. 

Higher borrowing costs are
aimed at making it more expen-
sive for individuals and business-
es to borrow, which dampens
demand in the economy.

“If we want to have prosper-
ity, to grow the economy, to
reduce the risk of recession, we
have to support the Bank of
England in the difficult decisions
that they take,” Hunt said. 

There had been hope that
the bank, whose primary task is
to keep inflation at around 2 per
cent, may pause rate hikes but
the inflation figures this week
raised alarm bells that it will have
to go on tightening monetary
policy.
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Seoul (AP): A passenger
opened an emergency exit door
during a South Korean flight
Friday, causing air to gust
inside the cabin before the
plane landed safely, airline and
government officials said. Some
people aboard the Asiana
Airlines Airbus A321 aircraft
tried to stop the person from
opening the door but it was
eventually opened partially,
the Transport Ministry said.

The plane with 194 people
was heading to the southeast-
ern city of Daegu from the
southern island of Jeju. The
flight is normally about an
hour, and details of the inci-
dent, including how long the

door was open, were under
investigation, according to
Asiana Airlines.

Video footage apparently
taken by a person on board that
was posted on social media
show some passengers’ hair
being whipped by the air blow-
ing into the cabin through the
open door.

Police detained the uniden-
tified person who opened the
door, the airline said. Their
motive wasn’t immediately
known.

The passengers included
teenage athletes who plan to
attend track and field compe-
titions in Ulsan, another south-
eastern city.
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Dsomestic rating agency Icra
expects GDP growth in

January-March period of 2022-
23 at 4.9 per cent, a modest step-
up from the 4.4 per cent record-
ed in preceding quarters, driven
by the services sector.

The National Statistical
Organisation (NSO) is sched-
uled to release the provisional
estimate for the GDP growth for
the fourth quarter as well for the
fiscal 2022-23 on May 31.

Icra estimates the services
gross value added (GVA) year-
on-year growth to have risen

mildly to about 6.4 per cent in
Q4 FY23 from 6.2 per cent in Q3
FY23.

The YoY performance of
nine of the 14 high frequency
indicators of the services sector
improved in Q4 FY23 relative to
Q3 FY23, partly reflecting the
robust demand for the contact-
intensive segment, as well as the
low base of Covid 3.0 for some
sectors such as aviation, it said
in a release.

Aditi Nayar, Chief
Economist, Head-Research and
Outreach, Icra, said that eco-
nomic activity in fourth quarter
of FY23 remained uneven, with

domestic demand for services
outpacing that for goods and
surprisingly robust exports of
services amidst a contraction in
merchandise items.

"Lower commodity prices
offered relief for margins in
some sectors, while trends in
investment activity and gov-
ernment spending were mixed.
However, unseasonal rains are
expected to have affected the
rabi output of some crops,
weighing upon the growth of the
agri GVA," she said.

Icra estimates the industri-
al GVA year-on-year growth to
have improved to about 3.6 per

cent in Q4 FY2023 from 2.4 per
cent in Q3 FY2023, aided by an
improvement in manufacturing,
and mining and quarrying.

The agency further said
higher acreage, early sowing,
healthy reservoir levels and
improved availability of fertilis-
ers augured well for the rabi out-
put in 2023.

However, unseasonal rains
are likely to have dampened the
yield of some crops. Icra esti-
mates the agri GVA growth at
3.5 per cent for Q4 FY2023, a
step down from the 3.7 per cent
recorded in October-December
quarter. 
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Equity benchmark indices
extended their previous

day's rally on Friday, with the
Sensex climbing 1 per cent,
amid massive buying in bell-
wether stocks, unabated for-
eign fund inflows and a large-
ly positive trend in global
markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 629.07 points or 1.02
per cent to settle at 62,501.69.
During the day, it rallied
657.21 points or 1.06 per cent
to 62,529.83.

The NSE Nifty climbed
178.20 points or 0.97 per cent
to end at 18,499.35.

The expectations of posi-
tive macroeconomic data, to
be released next week, and
normal monsoon forecasts
also boosted the overall sen-
timents.

"With the upcoming Q4
GDP data, it is anticipated that
India's FY23 GDP will mar-
ginally surpass the earlier pro-
jected 7.0 per cent growth rate.
Additionally, the expectation
of a normal monsoon and

consistent FII buying further
boosted confidence among
domestic investors," said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services.

From the Sensex pack,
Reliance Industries jumped
the highest 2.79 per cent. Sun
Pharma, Hindustan Unilever,
HCL Technologies, Wipro,
Tech Mahindra, UltraTech
Cement, Tata Steel and Titan
were among the other major
gainers.

Bharti Airtel, Power Grid
and NTPC were the laggards.

In the broader market,
the BSE midcap gauge jumped
0.82 per cent and the smallcap
index climbed 0.49 per cent.

Among the indices, IT
climbed 1.34 per cent, realty
jumped 1.31 per cent, FMCG
(1.29 per cent), teck (1.12 per
cent), metal (1.05 per cent),
commodities (0.96 per cent)
and healthcare (0.96 per cent).

Utilities, oil & gas and
power were the laggards.

A total of 1,969 stocks
advanced, while 1,522
declined and 139 remained
unchanged.
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The rupee appreciated by 14
paise to 82.58 (provisional)

against the US dollar on Friday,
supported by foreign capital
inflows and a positive trend in
domestic equities.

However, the elevated level
of the US dollar against major
crosses overseas restricted the
upward movement in the
domestic unit, forex traders
said.

The dollar index is trading
above the 104-level on safe-
haven appeal, as US President
Joe Biden and Republican House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy are
reportedly close to reaching an
agreement on the US debt ceil-
ing.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.73 against the US
dollar and settled at 82.58 (pro-
visional), up 14 paise over its
previous close.

During the day, the domes-
tic unit witnessed an intra-day
high of 82.56 and a low of 82.73
in the day trade.

On Thursday, the rupee
closed at 82.72 against the US
currency.

"The Indian rupee erases
weekly losses amid a rally in the
domestic equities followed by
foreign fund inflows and recov-
ery in the Asian currencies," said
Dilip Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities.

Investors are keeping an
eye on a potential debt-ceiling
deal, which could happen over
the weekend ahead of the US
Holiday on Monday.
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Gold prices declined Rs
160 to Rs 60,080 per 10

grams in the national capital
on Friday amid weak global
trends, according to HDFC
Securities.

The precious metal had
ended at Rs 60,240 per 10
grams in the previous trading
session.

Silver, however, climbed
Rs 360 to Rs 72,500 per kilo-
gramme.

"Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at Rs
60,080 per 10 grams, down Rs
160 per 10 grams," Saumil
Gandhi, Senior Analyst -
Commodit ies ,  HDFC
Securities, said. In the over-
seas market, gold was quoting
lower at USD 1,953 per
ounce, while silver was trad-
ing higher at USD 23.10 per
ounce.
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India's foreign exchange
reserves dropped by USD

6.052 billion to USD 593.477 bil-
lion during the week ended
May 19, RBI said on Friday.

The drop in the kitty has
snapped two consecutive weeks
of increases. In the previous
reporting week, the overall
reserves had increased by USD
3.5 billion to take the overall
quantum just shy of USD 600
billion.

In October 2021, the coun-
try's forex kitty had reached an
all-time high of USD 645 billion.
The reserves have been declin-
ing as the central bank deploys
the kitty to defend the rupee

amid pressures caused majorly
by global developments.

For the week ended May 19,
the foreign currency assets, a
major component of the
reserves, declined by USD 4.654
billion to USD 524.945 billion,
according to the Weekly

Statistical Supplement released
by the RBI on Friday.

Expressed in dollar terms,
the foreign currency assets
include the effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound and yen
held in the foreign exchange
reserves.

Gold reserves dropped by
USD 1.227 billion to USD
45.127 billion, the RBI said.

The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were down by USD 137
million to USD 18.276 billion,
the apex bank said.

The country's reserve posi-
tion with the IMF was down by
USD 35 million to USD 5.13 bil-
lion in the reporting week, the
RBI data showed. 
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The Gujarat Pollution Control
Board (GPCB) has ordered

the Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) to pay Rs
50 lakh in damages for the
spillage of crude oil from its
pipeline in Bharuch district, an
official said on Friday.

It has been alleged that 25
camels died after drinking water
contaminated with the spillage
on Sunday, though the central
government-controlled oil
major has denied it. 

An agricultural field near
Kachhipura village was found
covered in crude oil leaked
from a pipeline belonging to
ONGC on Sunday, said
Bharuch-based GPCB regional
officer Margi Patel. The board

ordered inquiry after the death
of camels was reported. 

"We have directed ONGC
to pay Rs 50 lakh as environ-
mental damage compensation
(to the state authorities)," Patel
said. 

The actual cause of the
death of the camels will be clear
only after the autopsy report is
available, the official said. 

The GPCB has also direct-
ed the ONGC to clean up the
site, she added. 

���	� ��������	

Share of India's exports in the
world trade in sectors such as

pharma, gems and jewellery,
leather, and footwear declined in
2022 as compared to 2015,
according to a report by think
tank GTRI.

However, there is an
increase in the share of elec-
tronics, machinery, petroleum,
auto parts, iron and steel, and
aluminium products' exports
during the period.

"India's global market share
in sectors like apparel, leather,
shoes, and marine products has
been decreasing, primarily due
to concerns over quality rather
than pricing issues," Global
Trade Research Initiative (GTRI)
Co-founder Ajay Srivastava said.

The report said that the key
sectors that witnessed a higher
share in global trade are elec-
tronics, telecom, mobile phones,
and electrical equipment, as
well as machinery.

This is noteworthy as these
product groups hold substantial
importance in world trade,
which exceeds USD 6 trillion.

India's historically low share
in these sectors is gradually but
decisively improving, Srivastava
said.
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The government is attempting
to link tax collected at source

for payments made by individ-
uals with tax deducted from
their income sources, a move
that will help in ensuring cash
flows of the individual taxpay-
ers are not impacted, according
to a senior official.

The move also comes at a
time when the government is set
to impose a 20 per cent Tax
Collection at Source (TCS) on
certain international spends
from July 1.

Generally, TCS is the tax
collected by a seller at the time
of sale of goods or services
while Tax Deducted at Source
(TDS) is the amount levied as
tax by the government.

The government has
exempted transactions up to Rs
7 lakh from the TCS, providing
relief to small taxpayers. So, bulk
of the transactions made by
most will not be covered under
20 per cent TCS, Chief
Economic Advisor (CEA) V
Anantha Nageswaran has said.

Defending the decision, he
said, "And it (government) also
attempts to link the TCS with
your TDS such that if there are
TCS payment made by you it
has to reflect a lower TDS. Such
that it simply is a matter of mak-
ing sure that you are not affect-
ed from a cash flow perspective."

It will also provide a huge
amount of relief for people who
are concerned about this annoy-
ance or irritation of seeing this
TCS apart from TDS, he said at
industry body's CII's event on
Thursday.

The 20 per cent TCS levy on
international credit card spends
is to come into force from July
1.

Facing backlash, the finance
ministry last week, exempted up
to Rs 7 lakh spend from the TCS
ambit.
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Markets regulator Sebi will
come out with a mutual

fund light regulations for pas-
sive funds as part of efforts to
reduce the compliance bur-
den, foster growth as well as
lower costs to investors, a
senior official said on Friday.

Passive funds is an invest-
ment vehicle that tracks a mar-
ket index or a specific market
segment. These funds include
passive index funds, Exchange

Traded Funds (ETFs), and
Fund of Funds investing in
ETFs.

The regulator is looking to
reduce compliance require-
ments for passive funds that are
tied to changes in the underly-
ing index and operate on a non-
discretionary basis.

To accommodate passive
investments, such as index
funds and ETFs, the regulator
is introducing mutual fund
light regulations, Sebi Whole
Time Member Ananta Barua

said.
"These regulations will pro-

vide greater flexibility for index
funds and ETFs, enabling them
to offer transparency, diversi-
fication, and lower costs to
investors.

"By easing the compliance
burden, Sebi aims to foster the
growth of passive investments
in the Indian mutual fund
industry," Barua said while
speaking at the mutual fund
summit organised by industry
body Assocham in the nation-

al capital.
According to him, Sebi has

revised the requirements for
sponsoring a mutual fund,
enabling entities with sound
financial conditions, includ-
ing private equity funds, to
become sponsors without a
mandatory profit track record.

To enhance liquidity in the
debt market and address risks,
Sebi has put in place pruden-
tial regulations for open-ended
mutual funds, especially debt
funds, he added.
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The government's rice pro-
curement has reached 52.06

million tonnes so far in the
ongoing 2022-23 marketing sea-
son, benefitting 1.12 crore farm-
ers with MSP of Rs 1.6 lakh
crore, the food ministry said on
Friday.  The Food Corporation
of India (FCI) along with state

agencies undertakes procure-
ment of paddy under price sup-
port scheme. The Centre has set
a target to buy 62.60 million
tonnes of rice in the 2022-23
marketing season (October-
September).

The FCI had procured 57.58
million tonnes of rice during the
2021-22 marketing season. 

According to the food min-

istry, a total of 52.06 million
tonnes of rice was procured up
to May 22 of the current kharif
marketing season. 

As many as 1.12 crore farm-
ers have benefited from the
procurement operation. About
Rs 1,59,659.59 crore has been
paid as minimum support price
(MSP) to them, it said in a state-
ment. 
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The Pioneer does not take 

responsibility for the contents 

for the advertisement (Display / 

Classified) carried in this 

newspaper. The Paper does 

not endorse the same. Readers 

are requested to verify the 

content on their own. 

Disclaimer

I, Rajni W/o Shiv Kumar R/o 

VPO. Dayalpur, Distt.Jalandhar, 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

From Rajni To Rajni Seth. All 

Please Note. 

I, hitherto Known as Harish 

Chadha S/o Kanwal Kishore 

Chadha R/o H.No. 173, Ashok 

Nagar, Jalandhar-144002, 

Punjab have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Harish Chander Chadha. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Sarvinder Kumar Sharma S/o Jai 

Parkash R/o H.No.84, Sodal 

Nagar, Near Ram Leela Ground, 

Jalandhar-144004, Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Sarvinder 

Sharma. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Santosh Kumari Mahey W/o 

Narinder Kumar R/o VPO. Tarar, 

Distt. Kapurthala-144026, 

Punjab have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Santosh Kumari. 

I, hitherto Known as Rajan 

Kumar S/o Om Prakash R/o 

H.No. 6, Manjeet Nagar, Basti 

Guzan, Jalandhar-144002, 

Punjab have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Kumar Rajan. 

I, Malkeet Kaur W/o 

Vachiter Singh R/o fatehgarh 

Majra chmmu Tehsil Ismailabad, 

Kurukshetra  have Changed my  

Name Preet Kaur 

I, Narender Kumar S/o 

Subash Chand R/o 195/10, 

Kumharo Wali Gali, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra Have Changed My 

Given Name, Narender Surname 

Kumar. 

I, Lakhvinder Singh S/o 

Prem Singh Vill Siana Saidan, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra Have 

Changed My Name Lakhwinder 

Singh. 

I,  Sukhjit Kaur W/o Sh. 

Surender Singh R/o around 

additional Mandi, stadium road,  

Sirsa have changed my name to 

SukhJeet Kaur. All concerned 

note. 

I Baby Rani W/o Balkar 

Singh R/o Vill. Katlaheri P.O. Tigri 

Tehsil Thanesar Distt 

Kurukshetra that I have changed 

my name from Baby Rani to 

Baby Devi and surname to Devi. 

Concerned note 

I Sandeep Mahla s/o Pale 

Ram r/o h.no 108 B near 

Chaudhary hospital nand vihar 

panipat, Haryana, have  changed 

my name from sandeep to 

sandeep Mahla. 

I, Anurag S/O Sanjeev 

Kumar R/O Village Kotla 

Gounspur, Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab, Pin 146001 

Have Changed My Name From 

Anurag To Anurag Agnihotri. 

I, Isha wife of Ranjeet 

Bhayana, R/o house no.1578, 

HUDA, Sector 13-17, Panipat-

132103 and hereby declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Isha to Isha Bhayana.  I shall 

hereafter be known as Isha 

Bhayana for all purposes.  Isha 

and Isha Bhayana both are my 

names. 

I Parvesh Singh S/O Prem 

Singh R/O Mohalla Narang 

Shahpura, Hadiabad, Phagwara, 

District Kapurthala, Punjab, India 

Have Changed Name From 

Parvesh Singh To Parvesh Singh 

Buttar. 

I Karanpreet Singh 

Khurana S/O Mahenderpal 

Singh R/O 64-A Gali No.7 Ranjit 

Vihar Loharka Road Amritsar 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

Karanpreet Khurana To 

Karanpreet Singh Khurana. 

I Gurbinder Singh S/O 

Major Singh R/O Vpo. Kohala 

Tehsil Ajnala District Amritsar 

143109 Declare That Singh Is 

My Surname And Gurbinder Is 

My Given Name. 

I Harjinder Kaur W/O Ranjit 

Singh Cheema R/O Village 

Mangat P.O. Chhagla Tehsil 

Dasuya District Hoshiarpur 

144205, Have Changed My 

Name From Harjinder Kaur To 

Harjinder Kaur Cheema.  

I Surinder Singh S/O 

Balwinder Singh R/O H.No.162, 

Gali No.3, New Shaheed Udham 

Singh Nagar Amritsar Punjab 

143001, Have Changed My 

Name From Surinder Singh 

Kanda To Surinder Singh. 

I Mukesh Kumar Verma 

S/O Satpal R/O Ward No.2, 

Balachaur Tehsil Balachaur 

District S.B.S. Nangar Punjab 

India Have Changed My Name 

From Mukesh Kumar Verma To 

Mukesh Kumar. 

I Davinder Kaur Chahal 

W/O Karamdeep Singh R/O Vpo. 

Chachrari Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Davinder 

Kaur. 

I Sinder Kaur Chahal W/O 

Jarnail Singh R/O Vill. Mana 

Pindi P.O. Dhanaula Distt. 

Barnala Have Changed My 

Name To Sinder Kaur. 

I Gurwinder Singh S/O 

Gurmit Singh Virk R/O Vill. 

Daulatpura Ucha Distt. Moga 

Have Changed My Name To 

Gurwinder Singh Virk. 

I Amandeep Kaur Dhillon 

W/O Kulwinder Singh Braich R/O 

Vpo. Braich Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To 

Amandeep Kaur Braich Aftr 

Marriage. 

I Vikash Garg S/O Darshan 

Lal R/O #25, Nigaha Road Moga 

Distt. Moga-142001 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Vikas 

Garg. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Rajvinder Singh Bawa S/O 

Sukhdev Singh R/O House 

No.59 Khana Patti Vpo. Kapure 

Tehsil & District Moga Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Rajwinder Singh. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Gagandeep Singh Rai S/O 

Karnail Singh R/O H.No.783 

W.No.9 Nanak Nagri Moga Distt. 

Moga 142001 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As 

Gagandeep Singh. 

I, Hitherto Known As Lakhvir 

Singh Kambo S/O Gurcharan 

Singh R/O Vpo. Gholia Kalan 

Tehsil Bagha Purana District 

Moga 142056 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Lakhvir 

Singh. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Prabhjot Kaur & Prabhjot Kaur 

Brar W/O Gurdeep Singh Toor 

D/O Kuldip Singh R/O Vpo. 

Sherpur Khurd Tehsil Jagraon 

Distt. Ludhiana 142036 Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Prabhjot Kaur Toor. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Darshan Singh S/O Bant Singh 

R/O Vpo. Bhagike Tehsil Nihal 

Singh Wala District Moga 

142039 Punjab India Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Darshan 

Singh Tiwana. 

I, Rajvinder Kaur W/o 

Sukhwant Singh R/o Vill: 

Jalalabad Teh-Khadur Sahib 

(Tarn Taran) Pb, India, have 

changed my name from Rajwant 

Kaur to Rajvinder Kaur. 

I, Kuljit Kaur alias 

Charanjeet Kaur Jattana, W/o 

Gurmit Singh Jattana, R/o 

Sulhani, District Ferozepur 

declare that I have changed my 

name to Kuljit Kaur Jattana. 

I, Prabhjot  D/O Avtar 

Chand R/O Vpo Muzaffarpur 

Tehsil Nawanshahr Distt Sbs 

Nagar-144514 Pb Have 

Changed My Name From  

Prabhjot To Prabhjot Kaur. 

I, Kulwinder Kaur W/o 

Kashmiri Lal R/o Vpo Kahma 

Teh-Nawanshahr, Distt SBS 

Nagar, Pin Code 144512 Punjab, 

Have Changed My Minor Son 

Name From Rohit To Rohit 

Kumar. 

I, Seema W/o Vinod Kumar 

R/o H.No.  B-5/383/1, Kulam 

Road, Nawanshahr, Teh-

Nawanshahr, Distt SBS Nagar, 

Punjab. That Known Me Two 

Names Seema and Seema Rani. 

I, Gurpreet Singh Maan, 

R/O #17, Street No. 1A/12, Guru 

Nanak Nagar Patiala Has 

Changed My Minor Child's Name 

From Gunraj Singh To Gunraj 

Singh Maan. 

I, Satwinder Singh S/o 

Bant Singh Jhajj R/o Vpo. Tibba 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Satwinder Singh Jhajj. 

I, Manpreet Kaur W/o 

Satwinder Singh R/o Vpo. Tibba 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Manpreet Kaur Jhajj 

W/o Satwinder Singh Jhajj. 

I, Rubha W/o Gurpal Singh 

R/o Vill: Jahanpur Teh-Mukerian 

(Hoshiarpur) have changed my 

name from Rubha to Rubha 

Chaudhary. 

I, Naresh Kumar Jindal S/o 

Harmesh Pal R/o Raikot 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Naresh Kumar. 

I, Harpreet Singh Cheema 

S/o Gurdev Singh R/o Latala 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Harpreet Singh. 

I Anil Kumar S/o Sh. 

Roshan Lal, R/O  Village Bapouli, 

Tehsil Naraingarh, Distt. Ambala  

have changed my name from 

Anil Kumar to Anil Kumar Saini. 

I, Sahil Garg R/O #5120, 

Urban Estate, Phase-II, Patiala 

Have Changed My Minor 

Daughter's Name From Samaira  

Garg  To Divisha.   

I, Hardip Singh S/o Kangan 

Singh R/o Vill: Marhana Teh-Patti 

(Tarn Taran) have changed my 

name from Hardeep Singh to 

Hardip Singh. 

I, Jaspal Kaur W/o 

Sukhwinder Singh Gill R/o Vill: 

Johlan (Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Jaspal Kaur Gill after 

marriage. 

I, Sarbjeet Singh Grewalo 

S/o Charnjit Singh Grewal R/o 

Vill: Burj Hari Singh (Ludhiana) 

have changed my minor son 

name from Abhijot Singh to 

Abhijot Singh Grewal. 

I, Kawaljeet Kaur Khosa 

W/o Jarnail Singh R/o Gogoani 

(Ferozepur) have changed my 

name to Kanwaljeet Kaur. 

I, Gurpartap Singh S/o 

Kundan Singh R/o Chuchak 

Wind (Ferozepur) have changed 

my name to Gurpartap Singh 

Hundal. 

I, Rajvir Kaur W/o Harjinder 

Singh R/o Vill-Bharu, Teh. 

Gidderbaha, Dist. Sri Muktsar 

Sahib, Changed Spelling Of My 

Name From Rajvir Kaur To 

Rajveer Kaur. 

I Ravi pal Saini S/o Maan 

Singh Village Rajouli Post office 

Badhouli tehsil Naraingarh 

District Ambala Haryana have 

changed my name from Ravipal 

to Ravi Pal Saini. 

I Gurbhinder Singh Brar 

S/O Harbans Singh R/O Village 

Bhana, District Faridkot Have 

Changed My Name To 

Gurbhinder Singh. 

I Harpinder Singh S/O 

Parmjeet Singh R/O Village Burj 

Harika, District Faridkot Have 

Changed My Name To Harpinder 

Singh Brar. 

I Sukhpreet Singh S/o Sh. 

Shamsher Singh R/o Village 

Kalour Bassi, Bassi Pathana 

Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib Have 

Changed My Name From 

Sukhpreet Singh To Singh 

Sukhpreet. 

I Happy S/O Shinda Gir 

R/O #124-C Darshana Colony 

Patiala Have Changed My Name 

To Happy Bawa. 

I Rajni Bedi D/O Davinder 

Singh Bedi And W/O Prabhjit 

Singh R/O 1-A, Street No.30, 

Anand Nagar-B, Patiala, Punjab-

147001, Have Changed My 

Name To Manpreet Kaur. 

I Ravi Bahadur Alias Ravi 

Rana S/O Dal Bahadur R/O 

Harinder Grewal Enclave, Sular 

Road, Patiala (Pb) Have  

Changed My Name To Ravi 

Kumar. 

I Ishrat Jha W/O Imtiaz Ali 

R/O # 3222-A, Kansapur, Teh. 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamunanagar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Ishrat Jha To Ishrat. 

I Ankush Kumar S/O 

Kulwant Rai R/O 26, Street No-

3, Sadar Bazar, Tappa (R), 

Barnala, Punjab-148108, Have 

Changed My Name To Ankush 

Goyal. 

I Nirmla Kumari D/O Ajit 

Prasad And W/O Subash 

Chander R/O House No.-131, 

Gurduwara Gali, Dinanagar, 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-143531, 

Have Changed My Name To 

Neelam Kumari. 

I Sukhpreet Singh S/o Sh. 

Shamsher Singh R/o Village 

Kalour Bassi, Bassi Pathana 

Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib Have 

Changed My Name From 

Sukhpreet Singh To Singh 

Sukhpreet. 

I Gagandeep Singh S/o 

Sukhdev Singh R/o Village 

Khooh Chah Parsia Tehsil & 

District Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name From 

Gagandeep Singh To Viveksingh 

Dhiana. 

I Rahul Kumar S/o 

Sandeep Kumar R/o Street No. 

01 Jain Nagri, Abohar, Fazilka, 

Punjab-152116 Have Changed 

My Name To Rahul Chhabra. 

I, Surinder Singh Sandhu 

S/o Paramjeet Singh R/o Village 

Assal, Tehsil & District 

Ferozepur 152002 Known By 

Both Names Surinder Singh 

Sandhu And Surinder Singh. 

I Amandip Kaur W/o 

Karamjit Singh R/o Village 

Wahka Maste Ke District 

Ferozepur Have Changed My 

Name To Amandeep Kaur.

Classifieds
CHANGE OF NAME
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Novak Djokovic will bid
for a record-breaking
23rd Grand Slam title at

a French Open without his old
rival Rafael Nadal for the first
time since 2004, while Iga
Swiatek attempts to become the
first woman to defend the title
in 16 years.

Serbian veteran Djokovic
will not be the favourite for the
title, though, after struggling
with an elbow injury and failing
to get past the quarter-finals in
any of his three clay-court events

so far this season.
Carlos Alcaraz won the

Barcelona and Madrid Opens en
route to taking over from Djoko-
vic as world number one, while
Daniil Medvedev is seeded sec-
ond for Roland Garros after his
maiden clay triumph in Rome.

But Djokovic will know this
is a massive opportunity to
break out of his tie with 14-time
French Open winner Nadal at
the top of the all-time list of most
men's Slam singles titles.

The two-time champion
has lost eight of his 10 French
Open meetings with Nadal who

is missing this year's edition due
to a hip injury he suffered at the
Australian Open.

"I know I can always play
better," Djokovic said after los-
ing to Holger Rune in the Italian
Open last eight.

"Definitely am looking for-
ward to working on various as-
pects of my game, of my body,
hopefully getting myself in 100
percent shape. That's the goal."

Djokovic and Alcaraz are
seeded to meet in the semi-finals
after being placed in the same
half of the draw.

The 36-year-old may also

have to get past Monte Carlo
Masters champion Andrey
Rublev in the quarters.

The other side of the draw
appears wide open, with in-form
Medvedev the highest seed
despite never having previous-
ly got past the quarter-finals on
the Paris clay. The Russian lost
in the first round on each of his
first four visits before making the
quarters in 2021.

"I would never (have) tho-
ught I would be able to make
this (win a clay-court title),"
Medvedev said after beating
Rune in the Rome final.

"But I have to be honest —
a Grand Slam is always bigger."

In-form youngster Rune,
who made a surprise run to last
year's quarter-finals, could face
Casper Ruud in the last eight in
a rematch of a bad-tempered
meeting 12 months ago.

Ruud went on to be
thrashed in the final by Nadal
and also lost the US Open
showpiece match to Alcaraz.

But the Norwegian world
number four has struggled for
form this year, only reaching the
quarters in two of the 10 tour-
naments he has played.

Stefanos Tsitsipas, who lost
the 2021 final to Djokovic after
being two sets up, will be among
the likely contenders but has not
won a title yet this term — the
longest he has had to wait for a
trophy in a season since 2018.
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The winner of the women's

singles is expected to be one of
the trio of reigning champion
Swiatek, Australian Open win-
ner Aryna Sabalenka and Elena
Rybakina.

They have won the last four
Grand Slam titles between them

and at least one of them has fea-
tured in every WTA 1000 final
this season.

Swiatek, who turns 22 dur-
ing the tournament, will be the
favourite as she chases a third
Roland Garros triumph and a
first successful women's title
defence since Justine Henin
won her third French Open in
a row in 2007.

The Polish star retired from
her Italian Open quarter-final
against Rybakina with a thigh
injury but trained at Roland
Garros on Wednesday.

Wimbledon champion Ryb-

akina, ranked fourth, has already
won the Rome and Indian Wells
titles in 2023 and could face
Swiatek in the Roland Garros
semis.

"Hopefully I can go far at the
French Open," she said. "I have
good memories playing there.

"Now that I've got more
matches on clay, it's a bit easier
and (gives me) a bit more con-
fidence."

Other title hopefuls include
last year's runner-up Coco
Gauff, Tunisian Ons Jabeur and
world number three Jessica
Pegula.
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Erik ten Hag said Manchester United
are back where they belong after a 4-

1 thrashing of Chelsea on Thursday secu-
red a return to the Champions League
next season.

Casemiro, Anthony Martial, Bruno
Fernandes and Marcus Rashford were on
target as the Red Devils moved up to third
in the Premier League.

A miserable night summed up
Chelsea's season despite spending over
£500 million ($620 million) in the trans-
fer market as they slumped to an eighth
defeat in 10 games since Frank Lampard
returned as interim manager.

By contrast, confirmation of a top-
four finish rounds off a successful first
season in charge for Ten Hag after also
ending United's six-year trophy drought
by winning the League Cup in February.

More silverware could be to come
next month should United halt Manches-
ter City's charge towards the treble in the
FA Cup final.

But a return to Europe's elite com-
petition next season was one of Ten Hag's
primary aims when he took the reigns
after a disastrous 2021/22 campaign
when United finished sixth.

"I think (it is) a successful season but
the season is not finished," said Ten Hag.

"This club belongs in the Champions
League, but this league is very strong, with
many clubs competing for this position.

"It is the main objective of the sea-

son to get into the Champions League.
The competition is tough, many teams
with really good squads, good managers,
so you are doing a good job (to qualify).
For this moment it is the maximum but
we want more (next season)."

Casemiro's arrival from Real Madrid
has been fundamental to United's revival.

The 31-year-old's class and experi-
ence shone through against a youthful
Chelsea side that were punished for a lack
of efficiency in both boxes.

"It was another reality day today
when you look at the emphatic nature at
the top end of the pitch of United com-
pared to us," said Lampard. "Results for

Chelsea this season are not good enough."
Mykhailo Mudryk should have net-

ted his first Chelsea goal when the
Ukrainian sliced wide a glorious chance
on five minutes. Just 60 seconds later, the
visitors trailed as Casemiro was afford-
ed a free header to turn home Christian
Eriksen's free-kick.

A positive night for United was
blighted by an injury to winger Antony,
who was forced off on a stretcher with
an ankle injury that will make him a
major doubt for the FA Cup final in 10
days' time.

But the home side ended the game
as a contest in first-half stoppage time
when Casemiro's no-look pass opened up
the Chelsea defence for Jadon Sancho to
square for Martial.

Ten Hag's men should have had more
goals to round off a fine night in the sec-
ond period as Fernandes smashed against
the bar and Eriksen somehow failed to
turn in Tyrell Malacia's cross from point-
blank range.

Fernandes did finally get his goal
from the penalty spot after the Portuguese
midfielder was brought down by Wesley
Fofana.

More calamitous Chelsea defending
invited Rashford to become the first
United player in a decade to score 30
goals in a season.

Fernandes pounced on Fofana's
loose pass and teed up the England inter-
national, who needed two attempts to
beat Kepa Arrizabalaga.
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Vinicius Junior subjected to
racial abuse last weekend

will miss a second successive
match due to a knee problem
Real Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti said on Friday.

The 22-year-old Brazilian
winger has received worldwide
support since being racially
abused by Valencia fans last
Sunday.

Vinicius did not play against
Rayo Vallecano in Madrid's
midweek win because of some
knee discomfort, but was present
as his team-mates showed him
their support by wearing his
number 20 shirt before the
game.

He has failed to shake off the
problem for Saturday's away
match with Europa League final-
ists Sevilla.

"Vinicius will not travel
because he will not play, he'd go
if he had the chance of playing
(but) his knee is still giving him
problems," Ancelotti told a news
conference on Friday.

"It doesn't matter if it's
home or away, he can't play. I

hope that he can play in the last
game."

Ancelotti said Madrid were
also without Karim Benzema
and Marco Asensio with other
injury issues.

Los Blancos are second in

the table, a point ahead of city
rivals Atletico.

Sevilla, 10th, still have a
chance of qualifying for next sea-
son's UEFA Conference League,
sitting just a point behind
Osasuna in seventh.
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Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp says he has "lots of rea-

sons" for optimism despite the
crushing disappointment of
missing out on Champions

League qualification.
Klopp, whose team are

guaranteed to finish fifth, told
his pre-match press conference
on Friday he had expected
United and Newcastle to get the
points they needed this week
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Aryna Sabalenka on Friday
said that "it's OK if she

hates me" as the Belarusian star
braced to face Ukraine rival
Marta Kostyuk in a highly-
charged French Open show-
down.

World number two
Sabalenka knows that Kostyuk,
an outspoken critic of tennis
authorities over their handling
of players from Russia and
their Belarusian allies in the
aftermath of the invasion of
Ukraine, will refuse to shake
hands after their first round
match at Roland Garros.

"If she hates me, OK. I can't
do anything about that," said
25-year-old Sabalenka.

"There are going to be
people who love me; there are
going to be people who hate
me. If she hates me, I don't feel
anything like that to her."

Kostyuk refused to shake
hands with Belarus's two-time
Grand Slam title winner and
former world number one
Victoria Azarenka at last year's
US Open in New York.

They agreed to touch rac-
quets instead at the net at the
end of the match.

"If I could I would stop the

war," said Australian Open
champion Sabalenka.

"And about the no shaking,
I can kind of understand them.
Like I imagine if they're going
to shake hands with Russians
and Belarusians, then they're
gonna get so many messages
from their home countries.

"So I kind of understand
why they are not doing it. At the
same time, I feel like sports
shouldn't be in politics. Like
we're just athletes. If they feel
good with no shaking hands,
I'm happy with that."

Sabalenka defeated
Kostyuk in Dubai in February
2022, just one week before
Russia launched its invasion of
Ukraine.

Last week in Rome,
Ukraine's Anhelina Kalinina
refused to shake hands with
Veronika Kudermetova after
beating the Russian in the
semi-final.
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Star Indian shuttlers PV Sin-
dhu and HS Prannoy advan-

ced to the women's and men's
singles semifinals of the Malaysia
Masters Super 500 tournament
with hard-fought wins over their
respective opponents here on
Friday. While double Olympic
medallist Sindhu, seeded sixth in
the tournament, beat lower
ranked Yi Man Zhang of China
21-16, 13-21, 22-20, Prannoy

earned a 25-23, 18-21, 21-13 win
over Kenta Nishimoto of Japan
in the quarterfinals.

Sindhu faces seventh seed
and world number nine Grego-
ria Mariska Tunjung of Indo-
nesia in the semifinals on
Saturday. Tunjung upset second
seed Yi Zhi Wang of China in the
quarterfinals 21-18, 22-20.

Tunjung has been in fine
form recently and Sindhu had
lost to her in the Madrid Spain
Masters final in straight games

in April. The Indian will, how-
ever, go into the semifinals with
a 7-1 head-to-head advantage
over Tunjung.

World number nine Pran-
noy faces qualifier Christian
Adinata, ranked 57, of Indo-
nesia, who beat Kidambi Sri-
kanth 16-21, 21-16, 21-11 in
another quarterfinals, in the

semifinals of Saturday.
Prannoy has never played

against the 21-year-old Adinata,
who began playing at the senior
level just last year.

In another men's singles
quarterfinal, Srikanth lost 21-16,
16-21, 11-21 to Adinata in 57
minutes to bow out of the tour-
nament.
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The Badminton Association
of India (BAI) will conduct

a selection trial at the Karnail
Singh Stadium here from June
4 to 7 to pick the team for the
Asian Junior Championships.

The Asian Junior champi-
onships is scheduled to be held
in Yogyakarta, Indonesia from
July 7 to 16.

The players will be select-
ed on the basis of their perfor-
mances in the selection trials.

The trials will include top-
8 boys and girls singles shuttlers

as well as top-4 pairs from dou-
bles events from the All India
Junior Ranking Badminton
Tournament held in Guwahati
earlier this month, along with
top-4 singles players and top-
2 doubles pairs in the BAI rank-
ings. Anwesha Gowda (4th),
Anupama Upadhyaya (8th),
Unnati Hooda (14th) and five
other players, who are ranked
inside top-20 in BWF rankings,
will also take part in the trials.

India have so far won nine
medals, including two gold, one
silver and six bronze in the con-
tinental championships.
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after Liverpool's 1-1 draw
against Aston Villa. It means
Liverpool, who narrowly missed
out on a historic quadruple last
year, have failed to qualify for the
competition after featuring for
six straight seasons.

"For a long time it was clear
this will not be a historically
good season," said Klopp.

"I think I said everything
about it, that we are absolutely
not happy with it, that we made
mistakes, that we couldn't deliv-
er, ultimately we weren't consis-
tent enough." But he said
Liverpool's late-season form,
including a seven-match win-
ning run in the league, had been
impressive. "If we could have

done that over the whole season
we would be in a different
place," said the German.

"Of course there are reasons
for optimistic views because of
the things we showed in the last
few weeks. That's definitely the
case. "We have other reasons for
an optimistic view because of the
atmosphere our people created
in the last home game.... All
these kinds of things are
absolutely the basis for a fantas-
tic future so we don't have to
make it bigger than it is. It's a
football season. "We didn't deliv-
er what everybody wanted and
everybody expected, rightly so,
but we are still really united and
that's the good thing about it."


