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Lashing out at the Congress
for its “appeasement” poli-

tics and “making every attempt
to insult Karnataka’s great lega-
cy”, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said, “People
of Karnataka should never for-
get Congress’s history and
thinking. Congress’s history is
about appeasing terror and
terrorists.” 

When the Batla House
encounter happened in Delhi,
there were tears in the eyes of
Congress’s top-most leader,
hearing about the death of ter-
rorists, and when surgical
strikes happened, Congress
raised questions on the capa-
bility of the country’s defence
forces,” Modi said at
Chitradurga rally. 

The Prime Minister, who
addressed three rallies, cam-
paigning for the May 10

Assembly polls in Karnataka,
also hit out at the Congress for
promising to ban Bajrang Dal
in its election manifesto, saying
it wanted to lock up those who
worship Lord Hanuman. 

“Congress had earlier
locked up Lord Rama and now
it wants to lock up those who
chant ‘Jai Bajrang Bali’ (Hail
Hanuman),” Modi claimed
while addressing a rally in
Hospet in Vijayanagara district. 

His attack came within
hours of the Congress releasing
its election manifesto, in which
it has promised to take decisive
action as per law, including
imposing a ban on organisa-

tions such as the Bajrang Dal
and PFI.

The Congress accused
Modi of hurting religious sen-
timents of devotees by equat-
ing Lord Hanuman with the
Bajrang Dal, and demanded an
apology from him. Congress
spokesperson Pawan Khera
said,  “The prime minister is
insulting our faith in Lord
Hanuman. He should apologise
to the country as he has hurt
our religious sentiments as
well as of crores of devotees of
Bajrang Bali. No one has given
the prime minister the right to
insult Bajrang Bali.”

Continued on Page 2 
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Delhi Lieutenant-Governor
(L-G) VK Saxena has

ordered an enquiry into the
alleged large-scale irregularities
in the recruitment of faculty
members by the Delhi
Pharmaceutical Sciences and
Research University (DPSRU)
in 2019.  The L-G, who is
Chancellor of the DPRSU,
approved the proposal of the
Chief Secretary for serving a
notice of seven days for inspec-
tion and enquiry.

The Department of
Training and Technical
Education had received com-
plaints alleging that there was
large-scale appointment scam,
favouritism, and corruption
involved in the faculty and staff
appointments of the DPSRU.

Detailed report on P3
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In a stunning political devel-
opment that sent shock

waves through his party circles,
Sharad Pawar on Tuesday
announced his decision to step
down as the president of the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP). Pawar founded and
built NCP after breaking away
from the Congress as a rebel
leader in 1999 and remained at
its helm for the last 24 years.

“After having been in active
politics for a long time, it is
essential for me to think that I
should stop somewhere. That’s
why I have decided to step
down from my post as the NCP
president,” the 82-year-old
Pawar said, while speaking at a
function organised to release
the revised version of his polit-
ical autobiography in Marathi
“Lok Majhe Saangati”.

In a high-drama that
unfolded after the announce-
ment at the YB Chavan Centre
in south Mumbai, hundreds of

party workers  rooted for Pawar
withdrawing his resignation, by
way of emotional outbursts,
sit-dharna and threats to quit
from party posts.

Earlier, agitated party
workers raised slogans like
“Sharad Pawar Zindabad”,
“Take Back Your Decision”,
“We Need You, The Country

Needs You” and “We Are
Orphaned”.

Pawar and his wife
Pratibha, who was present
when the former made the
announcement, sat quietly and
helplessly watched the drama
that lasted for nearly two hours.

After his announcement,
senior party leaders, including

his nephew and leader of the
Opposition in the State
Assembly Ajit Pawar and State
party president Jayant Patil,
requested Pawar to reconsider
his decision or even continue
in the post till the working
president of the party is
appointed.

Continued on Page 2
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Dreaded gangster Sunil Mann alias Tillu
Tajpuriya was killed on Tuesday

morning after rival gang members attacked
him with an iron rod and stabbed him with
a “sua” (a big needle often used to break
slabs of ice) 40 times in high security
Tihar’s Mandoli jail. To carry out the mur-
der, the gangsters cut the iron grill of their
cell and reached the ground floor with the
help of bedsheets. 

This is the second case of violence and
gang rivalry in Tihar jail in a month. Last
month, Prince Tewatia, a close aide of
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi, was killed in
Tihar jail by rival gang members.

Tajpuriya was the main accused in the
Rohini Court shootout case of September
2021. Police said Tajpuriya was rushed to
the Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital where
doctors declared him dead. Another pris-
oner, identified as Rohit, was injured in the

attack. He is said to be out of danger now.
“Today, at around 7 am, information

was received from Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Hospital regarding two undertrial pris-
oners brought to the hospital from Tihar
Jail. One of them, Sunil alias Tillu was
brought in an unconscious state. He was
later declared brought dead. Another per-
son, Rohit is undergoing treatment and is
out of danger,” said additional DCP West
district, Akshat Kaushal.

According to prison officials, the
Gogi gang members were lodged on the
first floor of the high-security ward, while
Tajpuriya was lodged on the ground floor
of the same ward. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

accused the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) of “using” a part of the
�100 crore kickbacks alleged-
ly received from the “South
Group” liquor lobby to meet its
expenditure for the Goa
Assembly poll campaign in
2022.

The ED made the accusa-
tion in the agency’s supple-
mentary chargesheet filed in
the money laundering case
linked to the Delhi Excise pol-
icy “scam”.

The agency has arraigned
as accused a media publicity
company, Chariot Productions

Media Pvt Ltd, and its owner-
promoter Rajesh Joshi in the
prosecution complaint
(chargesheet in police par-
lance). The court took cogni-
sance of this chargesheet on
Monday.

“A careful perusal of find-
ings of investigation has
revealed that several persons,

including Rajesh Joshi and his
company Chariot Productions
Media Pvt Ltd, are actually
involved in several process-
es/activities connected with a
part of proceeds of crime i.e.
the kickbacks of �100 crore
received from the South
Group,” the ED alleged.

“Chariot Productions
Media Pvt Ltd is not only
involved in making payments
through banking channels but
also in cash through hawala
network... And the actual ben-
eficiary of these payments is
AAP as these payments were
used for meeting expenditure
of Goa Elections in year 2022,”
it alleged.

Continued on Page 2

$$����	���%&&�����'�������
���	����(����������������)�*+


���	�����	��������	�������
����	��������	�����	�	����	���

��/�
��"������ ��������	

Wadia group-owned air
carrier Go First Airways

on Tuesday filed for insolven-
cy resolution proceedings in
the National Company Law
Tribunal, claiming it has been
forced to move NCLT due to
“serial failure” of Pratt &
Whitney (P&W) engines
resulting in grounding of 50 per
cent of the fleet. The airline
grounded 25 aircraft due to
non-supply of engines by Pratt
& Whitney (P&W). 

According to the airline, it
is no longer in a position to
continue to meet its financial
obligations and has taken the
step to approach the NCLT “to
protect the interests of all stake-
holders”. The airline, which
has been grappling with engine
issues since January 2020, said
the situation came to such a
pass as P&W refused to com-
ply with an order issued by the
Singapore International
Arbitration Centre (SIAC), an
emergency arbitrator.

“The grounding of close to
50 per cent of its fleet due to the
serial failure of Pratt &
Whitney’s engines, while incur-
ring 100% of its operational
costs has set Go First back by
�10,800 crore in lost revenues
and additional expenses,” the
airline said.

Taking note of the devel-
opment, aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on Tuesday
issued a show-cause notice to

Go First after the airline decid-
ed to cancel flights for two days
(May 3 and 4) amid a severe
financial crunch. 

The DGCA has sought an
explanation within 24 hours
from date and time of issue the
notice.

“Whereas no prior intima-
tion has been given to DGCA
for such cancellations which is
non-compliance with condi-
tions for approval of schedule.
Thus Go First has failed to
report in writing the cancella-
tions and reasons thereof.
Further, M/s Go First is also
directed to submit the details of
the steps taken to mitigate the
inconvenience caused to the-
passengers booked on flights
for 3rd & 4th May 2023, and
submit their plan of action to
operate flights as per the
approved schedule from 05th
May, 2023 onwards,” DGCA
said in its notice.

Meanwhile, Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Tuesday said it was unfor-
tunate that the operational
bottleneck related to engine
supplies has dealt a blow to the
airline’s financial position.

Continued on Page 2
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The Gujarat High Court on
Tuesday refused to grant

interim relief to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on his
plea for a stay on conviction in
a criminal defamation case
over his “all thieves have Modi
as the common surname”
remark, saying it will pass its
final order post-summer vaca-
tion in the first week of June.

Rahul’s counsel Abhishek
Manu Singhvi cited “extreme
urgency” to request the HC for
an interim or a final order after
arguments from both sides in
the matter concluded during
the day. 

The court of Justice
Hemant Prachchhak, however,
said no interim protection can
be granted at this stage.  In final
submissions, Singhvi said there
was hardly any instance in
criminal defamation where an
accused was sentenced to more
than 3 to 6 months in jail, and
that his client was a first-time
offender.

The complainant’s lawyer
opposed Singhvi’s prayer for
interim relief to the former
Congress president, sentenced
to two years in jail by the trial
court in Surat, and said if the
disqualified MP cannot apolo-
gise for his defamatory utter-

ances, then he should also not
approach the HC for stay on
conviction.

Rahul had prayed in the
HC for a stay on conviction,
which if granted, will pave the
way for his reinstatement as a
Member of Parliament. Justice
Prachchhak said he will pass a
final order only after going
through the records and pro-
ceedings, and posted the mat-
ter for verdict after reopening
of the HC post- summer vaca-
tion, which will be from May
8 to June 3.

Advocate Nirupam
Nanavati, who appeared for
Gujarat BJP MLA Purnesh
Modi, the original complainant
in the case, opposed Singhvi’s
prayer for interim relief to the
Opposition politician who was
elected to the Lok Sabha from
Wayanad in Kerala in 2019.

Continued on Page 2
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Days after India took excep-
tion to the inappropriate

depiction of Goddess Kali by
Ukraine, its Deputy Foreign
Minister Emine Dzhaparova on
Tuesday expressed “regret” and
said her country “respects
unique Indian culture and
highly appreciates support
from India”.

She added the depiction
had been removed. Her com-
ments came after the tweet in
question by the Ukraine
Defence Ministry sparked out-

rage among netizens. 
“We regret @DefenceU

depicting #Hindu goddess
#Kali in a distorted manner.
#Ukraine & its people respect
unique #Indian culture and
highly appreciate support. The
depiction has already been
removed... Is determined to
further increase cooperation in

the spirit of mutual respect &
friendship,” she tweeted.

This came after an image of
a female above blast smoke was
tweeted by the Ukraine defence
ministry triggering outrage
with social media users point-
ing out the resemblance of the
image to the depiction of
Goddess Kali.

On April 30, Ukraine’s
Defence Ministry tweeted with
the caption “Work of art,” and
shared a picture of a blast with
an improvised picture by
Ukrainian artist Maksym
Palenko.

Continued on Page 2
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The ugly bust-up between
Gautam Gambhir and Virat

Kohli was quintessentially
Delhi and waiting to happen.

Both don’t believe in
pulling punches and have been
carrying their own baggage of
mutual dislike for each other.

During their latest face-off,
there was liberal use of the
north Indian profanity which
sounds similar to the name of
English cricketer “Ben Stokes”. 

Opinions are divided
among those who were present
after the IPL game between
Royal Challengers Bangalore
and Lucknow Super Giants on
Monday, when the altercation
erupted between the two World
Cup-winning players.

Some found it juvenile, a
few others liked the spice and

the idea of intense rivalry,
while the firm believers of the
Gentlemen’s Game thought it
could have been avoided.

So what happened in
Lucknow on Monday night?

An eyewitness, who was in
one of the team dugouts, gave
a lowdown of events to PTI.

“You saw on TV that
Mayers and Virat were walking
side by side for a few metres
post match. Mayers asked
Kohli why was he constantly
abusing them and Virat, in
turn, questioned why was he
(Mayers) ‘staring’ at him?
Before that (Amit) Mishra had
complained to umpire about
Virat constantly abusing
Naveen (ul-Haq), who is a No.
10 batter. Gautam, sensing that
things could turn ugly, pulled
Mayers and told him not to
have a conversation, when

Virat made a comment. The
heated exchange that followed
seemed a bit juvenile,” he said.

“Gautam asked ‘Kya bol
raha hai, bol’ (What were you
saying?) and Virat replied,

‘Maine aapko kuch bola hi
naahin, aap kyon ghus rahe  ho’
(Why are you coming in
between when I haven’t told
you anything).

“Gautam responded,

‘Tuney agar mere player ko
bola hai, matlab tune meri
family ko gaali diya hai. (You
abused my player and that’s like
abusing my family) and Virat’s
reply was, ‘Toh aap apne fam-
ily ko sambhal ke rakhiye’.
(Then you take care of your
family).

“Gambhir’s final reply
before they were separated
was, ‘Toh ab tu mujhe
sikhayega...’ (So now I have to
learn from you...).”

The eyewitness said that
while it was tense and a blow
away from turning into a free-
for-all, it all seemed a bit juve-
nile at both ends. It was a ‘deja
vu’ moment for everyone who
had seen the duo nearly come
to blows in 2013, when Kolkata
Knight Riders were playing
Royal Challengers Bangalore.

Continued on Page 2
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From Page 1 
The agency said the money

laundering investigation
launched by it in this case last
year under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) found that “a part of
proceeds of crime of �30 crore
were transferred through
hawala network to make pay-
ments to vendors for adver-
tisement in Goa election cam-
paign of AAP.”

“The payment was made
both through the banking
channel as well as through
cash,” the ED said. It added, as
part of the chargesheet filed in
this case last month before a
local court, “a part of money
trail of proceeds of crime of �80
lakh (approx) is traced back to
advertisement vendors and
surveys for AAP during Goa
elections.”  “All these transac-
tions are interconnected which
represent the utilisation of pro-

ceeds of crime of �100 crore
through various multiple
processes and activities which
are interconnected for the rea-
son that ultimately all the
money was used by the leaders
of AAP, including Ministers
and their associates in AAP
Government who were the
architect of this liquor scam,” it
alleged.

The agency, like in an ear-
lier chargesheet, again men-
tioned the name of AAP leader
and MP Raghav Chadha as part
of a statement recorded by
former Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia’s sec-
retary C Arvind. 

However, Chadha has not
been named as an accused in
the chargesheet. “...That at Dy
CM’s (Sisodia’s) residence there
was a meeting of Raghav
Chaddha, ACS Finance of
Punjab Govt, Excise
Commissioner, Sh Varun
Roojam, FCT and officers from
Punjab Excise where Vijay Nair
was also present,” the ED said. 

From Page 1 
In their bid to prevail upon

Pawar to change his decision,
some workers lay in front of his
car as he headed home from
the venue. However, Pawar
was in no mood to relent and
left for his residence “Silver
Oak” with his family members.
Earlier, Pawar had told his
senior party colleagues: “If
they (party workers) are vehe-
ment in their demand, I am
more stubborn”.

Notwithstanding the
immense pressure mounted
on him by his party leaders and
workers, it is quite unlikely that
he would reconsider his deci-
sion.

After announcing his deci-
sion to step down from his
post, Pawar said that a com-
mittee of party leaders – com-
prising senior leaders like
Praful Patel, Sunil Tatkare, KK
Sharma, PC Chacko, Ajit
Pawar, Jayant Patil, Supriya
Sule, Chhagan Bhujbal, Dilip
Walse-Patil, Anil Deshmukh,
Rajesh Tope, Dr. Jitendra
Awhad, Hasan Mushrif and
Dhananjay Munde – would
oversee the election/appoint-
ment of the new NCP presi-
dent.    

Addressing the agitated
party leaders and workers and
leader in senior Pawar’s pres-
ence, Ajit Pawar and senior
NCP leader Praful Patel asked
them to calm down, reconcile
with the situation and allow
him to go home. “We will
meet him once again in the
evening and try to convince
him to reconsider his decision,”
Ajit Pawar said.

“Pawar saheb may not be
party president from now on,
but he will definitely there to
guide us and the party. We can-
not imagine the NCP without
Pawar saheb. 

We will seek his guidance
in electing the party’s new
president,” Ajit Pawar said.   

Earlier, speaking at his
autobiography release func-
tion, Sharad Pawar recalled
his political journey lasting 63
years. “Maharashtra was found-
ed on May 1, 1960 under the
leadership of late YB Chavan.
I became a member of the Pune
Youth Congress on the same
day. 

Later on, I worked for the
party in various capacities....
Since 1967, I have been a
member of Maharashtra

Assembly, Council, Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha”. “Apart from
being the Chief Minister of the
State for four terms, Leader of
the Opposition in the State
Assembly and Lok Sabha, I
worked as Defence Minister in
the Narasimha Rao
Government and later as the
Agriculture Minister in the
Manmohan Singh-led UPA
Government. 

I have been people’s repre-
sentative for the last 56 years,”
Pawar said, as he made a spe-
cial mention of late Chief
Minister Vasantrao Naik, who
encouraged him as a young leg-
islator and inducted him in his
Cabinet as Minister of State for
Home and General
Administration Department
(GAD).

“I can never forget the
amount of support and love I
have received from the people
during my six decades of pub-
lic life,” he said. “I am left with
three more years of tenure as
the Rajya Sabha member.
During this period, I will con-
centrate on important State
and national issues. But I will
not accept any responsibility.  

I will devote more time for
institutions like the
Rayatshikshan Sansthan
(Satara); Vidya Pratishthan
(Baramati), Maratha Mandir
(Mumbai), Nehru Centre
(Mumbai), Mahatma Gandhi
Sarvodaya Sangh (Urali
Kanchan, Pune), vasantdada
Sugar Institute (Pune)
Shivnagar Vidya Prasarak
Mandal (Baramati); and Akhil
Bharatiya Maratha Shikshan
Parishad (Pune) with which I
am associated,” Pawar said.

“I may have stepped down
as the NCP president, but I am
not quitting public life. I will
continue among the people. In
fact, I will now get more time
to work for the people... I will
continue to strive for the
growth of the party organiza-
tion, to take the ideology and
goals of the party to the people,
and to serve the people, as they
deem fit. 

Even though I am stepping
down from the post of presi-
dent, I am not retiring from
public life,” Pawar said. 

He said that he would con-
tinue attending public events,
meetings, and would be avail-
able to all — whether in Delhi,
Mumbai, Pune, Baramati or
any other part of India”.
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Being a leader of a nation-

al political party, which has
ruled the country for over 40
years, Rahul must “learn a les-
son” that using abusive lan-
guage for his political oppo-
nents cannot be tolerated, the
counsel for Purnesh said. “If
Gandhi cannot apologise for
his defamatory utterances, then
he should also not approach the
court with prayer for relief for
stay of conviction,” Nanavati
said. He further said even after
the pronouncement of convic-
tion and his subsequent dis-
qualification as an MP, Rahul
continued to stand by his state-
ment and refused to apologise,
and cited a newspaper report in
which the Congress leader had
said he will not apologise as he
is a “Gandhi and not Veer
Savarkar”.

Nanavati said Rahul nei-
ther apologised before the com-
mencement of the trial in Surat
nor said sorry or expressed
regret and offered no explana-
tion even during hearing on
sentencing. “Coincidentally,

the surname of the Prime
Minister of the country is also
Modi. What message are you
giving by this utterance to the
world -- that an Opposition
leader of India brands the PM
as a thief in a public rally
attended by thousands of peo-
ple? Is this the language?” he
asked during his submission.

Nanavati said Rahul is fac-
ing 12 criminal defamation
cases for his remarks in differ-
ent courts across the country.
He said it is Parliament which
made the law regarding dis-
qualification of an MP.

Singhvi said the category
for defamation makes it the
simplest offence, and CrPC
section 389 (for stay of con-
viction) will not find “a simpler
conviction to suspend than
defamation which is non-cog-
nizable, which is simple impris-
onment, bailable and not anti-
society.” “If there is a classic
offence which is the mildest
form of offence which must
lead to section 389 suspension
then it is this,” said the senior
counsel. 
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In the picture, the artist

depicted the blast in a unique
yet offensive blend of famous
American actress Marilyn
Monroe in her ‘flying skirt’
pose with the face and detail-
ing resembling Hindu Goddess
“Maa Kali”. Kanchan Gupta,
senior advisor, Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
called the image “an assault on
Hindu sentiments”. Gupta was
among the many netizens who
demanded an apology from
Ukraine over the image.

“Recently Ukraine Dy
Foreign Minister was in Delhi
soliciting support from India.
Behind that fakery lurks the
real face of Ukraine Govt.
Indian goddess Ma Kali has
been caricatured on a propa-
ganda poster. 

This is an assault on Hindu
sentiments around the world.
@UkrembInd,” Gupta tweet-
ed on April 30 while sharing
the tweet by Ukraine’s Ministry
of Defence.

Gupta also said Ukraine
has mocked “Goddess Kali in
a manner no foreign govern-
ment or country has ever done”.
He also branded the Ukraine
ministry’s actions as “brazen
hate speech”.

After posting the picture,
the tweet triggered a massive
backlash, forcing the Defence
Ministry to delete the Twitter
post. One Twitter user posted,
“Shocking! Official handle of
the Ukraine Defense Ministry
is portraying Maa Kali in a
demeaning pose. This is not a
work of art. Our faith is not a
matter of joke. 

Take it down and apologise
@DefenceU” Meanwhile,
another Twitter user said,
“Hurting sentiments of 1.4 bil-
lion Indians is not Okay
@DefenceU. This is a blatant
display of Hinduphobia by
Ukraine’s defence ministry.
Please remove this.”
Dzhaporava had recently visit-

ed India, the first visit by a
Ukrainian minister to India
since the start of the Ukraine
war in February last year.
During the visit the Ukrainian
minister held talks with
Minister of State for External
Affairs Meenakashi Lekhi.
The Ukrainian minister hand-
ed over a letter from President
Volodymr Zelenskyy addressed
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Lekhi seeking India’s
intervention in the ongoing
Ukraine-Russia conflict.

The Ukraine defence min-
istry’s tweet, which has now
been deleted, was captioned
“Work of art” with an image of
Goddess Kali superimposed
over a blast fume. Some
Twitter users even sought
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar’s intervention.
“Please take note of this defam-
atory post that shows Maa
Kali in a bad light,” a user said
tagging Jaishankar.

“Absolutely disgraceful
behaviour from @DefenceU
(Defense of Ukraine) with their
distasteful depiction mocking
Maa Kali. India has given aid
to Ukraine and this is how they
repay them. Hindus demand an
apology NOW,” another Twitter
user wrote.

“Shocking! The official
handle of the Ukraine Defence
Ministry portrays Maa Kali in
a demeaning pose. This is not
a work of art. Our faith is not
a matter of joke. Take it down
and apologise @DefenceU,”
another user tweeted.

Since the Ukraine conflict
began in February last year,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
spoke to Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy several times. In a
phone conversation with
Zelenskyy on October 4 last
year, Modi said there can be
“no military solution” and that
India is ready to contribute to
any peace efforts.

From Page 1 
He was attacked by

Deepak, Yogesh, Rajesh and
Riyaz Khan at around 6.15
AM. Prison officials said 

Asked how an incident
like this has happened again, a
jail official said the attack was
completed within one-and-a-
half minute and the assailants
exploited “dark spots”, where no
cameras could see, to enter
Tajpuriya’s cell.”They (attack-
ers) did not enter the barrack
directly, or else they would have
been caught,” he said.

“When Tajpuriya saw the
attackers, he ran towards
another inmate’s cell. The
inmate (named Rohit) also
tried to save him... Everything
happened within a span of
one-and-a-half-minute,” he
added. 

According to police,
Tajpuriya and Gogi were once
friends, but became rivals dur-
ing a student union election at
Delhi’s Swami Shraddhanand
College as they supported dif-
ferent candidates. Over the
next decade, the two men and
their gang members targeted
each other for area dominance.

Tajpuriya hailed from
Tajpur Village, a hub for local

gangsters and had ties with
gangsters Neeraj Bawania,
Sunil Bali, Cheenu and others.
He was arrested in 2016 after
being involved in over 11 cases
of murder, the Arms Act, extor-
tion, robbery etc. The Special
Cell of Delhi Police also booked
him under the Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime
Act (MCOCA).

The police said Tajpuriya
managed to run his gang from
inside the jail for years and
orchestrated several killings. He
is survived by his parents and
three siblings. His father was
employed at the Delhi
Municipal Corporation and
retired recently. 

Sources said Tajpuriya was
involved in murder and dacoity
cases in Delhi and Haryana. “In
2015-16, Gogi, along with
gangster Kuldeep Fajja, was
planning to eliminate Tajpuriya
and made several attempts to
send associates to jail to kill
Tajpuriya. However, the police
arrested Gogi and Fajja, and
their plan failed. 

Though Fajja was freed
from police custody at GTB
Hospital by gang members, he
was later killed in a police
encounter. 

From Page 1 
Against the backdrop of

the airline filing an application
for voluntary insolvency reso-
lution proceedings, the
Minister said, “It is prudent to
wait for the judicial process to
run its course.” “Go First has
been faced with critical supply
chain issues with regard to
their engines. The Government
of India has been assisting the
airline in every possible man-
ner. The issue has also been
taken up with the stakeholders
involved,” Scindia said in a
statement.

In a detailed statement,
Go First said promoters have
infused funds worth �3,200
crore into the airline in the last
three years and out of the total
amount, Rs 2,400 crore was
injected in the last 24 months.
An amount of �290 crore was
pumped in April this year.
“This brings the total invest-
ment in the airline since its
inception to approximately
�6,500 crore,” the statement
said. 
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Kohli was then the super-

star-in-the-making and
Gambhir, out of the Indian
team, was a shrewd captain at
KKR.Cut to 2023, Gambhir
remains a firebrand who is a
TV pundit and also mentor of
a franchise where he is the
remote-control skipper.

Ditto for Kohli, who
remains the skipper of RCB in
spirit. On paper though, Faf du
Plessis is the captain.”It is a bit
of a complicated relationship
between the two. Gautam is not
a bad human being but not the
easiest person to handle.  He
had no business to gesture
that finger on lips to the crowd
at Chinnaswamy, which swears
by Virat’s name. Now here,
Virat got a chance to show one

upmanship, and he did. He
knows that Gautam has been a
staunch critic of his captaincy
and even he won’t take a step
back,” a former India player,
who shared the dressing room
with both, said. As Kohli said
in a RCB video, “You got to
take it, otherwise don’t give it.”
Both players have been fined
their full match fees although
no one knows how a mentor’s
penalty is computed by the
BCCI.

It also didn’t help that
Kohli has 55.4 million follow-
ers on Twitter alone, while the
BJP Parliamentarian is no light
either, with 12.5 million fol-
lowers of his own. The people
in their close quarters are either
trying to lionise them or create
a false narrative. Like one from

RCB’s social media content
team asking regular skipper du
Plessis about Kohli’s “aggres-
sion”, which bordered on boor-
ishness. This is the same kind
of aggression which the former
India skipper admitted that it
felt “fake”.

But the RCB social media
team, in trying to justify it, is
making themselves look more
silly. On the other hand,
Gambhir’s political secretary
Gaurav Arora from his twitter
handle @gauravbir786 wrote:
“Asking your trolls to abuse
Gautam Gambhir’s daughters is
an unacceptable low. Matches
will come and go. Show some
class Kohli!” In the end, it was
another uncalled for bust-up
and a rivalry from which no
one came out smelling roses. 
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From Page 1 
“I have come to the land of

Hanuman. I am fortunate that
I got the opportunity to pay
obeisance to the land of
Hanuman, but see the misfor-
tune that when I have come to
pay my respect to Hanuman’s
land, at the same time Congress
in its manifesto has decided to
lock up Lord Hanuman.” 

“Initially, they locked up
Prabhu Shri Ram (Lord Ram).
And now they want to lock up
people who say ‘Jai Bajrang
Bali’,” the Prime Minister
remarked. 

“It is the misfortune of the
country that the Congress had
a problem with Prabhu Shri
Ram and now it has a problem
with the people who say ‘Jai
Bajrang Bali’,” he added.

The Vijayanagara empire of
mighty ruler Sri
Krishnadevaraya is considered
by some historians as the
‘Kishkindha Kshetra’, the mon-
key kingdom of Vaali and
Sugreeva of Treta Yuga or
Ramayana era. 

Right next to Hampi is
Anjanadri, the Anjaneya Hill at
Gangavathi in Koppal district,
which is believed by many to be
the birthplace of Lord
Hanuman. The BJP has decid-
ed to build a grand Hanuman
temple at Anjanadri hill and
develop the region.

Congress general secretary
in-charge for Karnataka
Randeep Surjewala charged
that the prime minister and his
associates refuse to speak about
scams under the BJP’s “40 per
cent commission” government
and are merely looking for
excuses for polarisation.

He said Lord Hanuman
depicts piousness and com-
mitment to reverence and duty
and symbolises service and
sacrifice. 

“To compare Lord
Hanuman with any individual
or organisation is an insult and
PM is hurting the feelings and
sentiments of millions of devo-
tees of Hanuman ji. Of course,
these canards were manufac-
tured in the factory of B L
Santhosh, the self-nominated
Chanakya,” he said, in a swipe
at BJP national general secre-
tary Santhosh.

“PM must apologise for
equating Lord Hanuman with
Bajrang Dal. .
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Former Chief Minister and
National Conference Vice

President Omar Abdullah
Tuesday claimed the Centre has
not given a green signal to the
Election Commission of India
for elections in J-K because the
BJP does not want elections.

Omar also observed he
does not see the assembly polls
being held in the Union
Territory in the near future.
Interacting with the media
persons outside the
Government Medical College
hospital in Anantnag, Omar
told reporters, “Can you see
elections anywhere? I do not
see elections anywhere.  The
incharge of state elections has
clearly said that preparations
are underway for Panchayat,

Parliament and ULB elections,”
Abdullah said.  In response to
a question, the NC vice presi-
dent said the elections will not
be held in Jammu and Kashmir
even if people come out on the
roads. “If people are facing
problems without elections,
why do they not come out on
roads? Will they get elections,
if they come out on the roads?
I don’t think so,” he said.” 

The BJP is not ready for
assembly elections because they
know they are going to lose the
elections”. He said  they don’t
have the courage to face the
people. We are also not ready
to beg for polls. If they hold
elections, well and good! If they
don’t, so be it!”.  Asked why
elections were not being held
for J-K assembly, Abdullah
said.
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Amid ongoing debate over
Gujarat and Delhi model

of developments, Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
said that the economists should
also take a look at the Haryana
model.  He said that Haryana
has pursued the path of
painstaking reform by chang-
ing the attitudes of the people
while also ensuring the uplift-
ment of the last man in the
social ladder with administra-
tive intervention. 

“It’s upto the media and
others to talk about the
Haryana model of develop-
ment. We don’t seek publicity. 

But in the last eight years
we have undertaken deep-root-
ed reforms to address some of
the fundamental concerns
faced by the state and the
country,” said the Chief
Minister while interacting with
a select group of scribes from
all across the country. Lal said
that there had been several ini-

tiatives of Haryana which have
been acknowledged at the
national level, with some even
adopted, while a few are being
studied by other state govern-
ments. The Chief Minister
ranked the Swaimtva Yojana at
the top of the initiative inspired
by Haryana. 

“In 2014, we started
demarcating plots through
drone surveys, and Haryana
became the first state in the
country to issue property rights
backed by digital maps. This
was subsequently adopted by
Central Government as the
Swamitva Yojana,” said Lal. To
a query on the Gujarat and
Delhi model hogging the lime-
light and where his state fits in,
the chief minister said that “the

media should talk about the
Haryana model”.   He said that
the state government has taken
tough measures in the larger
interest of the people.  “We
could achieve the power trans-
mission and line losses coming
down from over 34 per cent a
few years ago to about 11 per
cent now because of painstak-
ing efforts to persuade the
people, including the villagers,
to pay their electricity bills,
while the state government
guaranteed 24-hour supply,”
added Lal.

The chief minister also
stressed that the Haryana gov-
ernment’s ‘Parivar Pehchan
Patra’, “which is now being
studied by the Uttar Pradesh
government, has also ensured
that the genuine beneficiaries
avail the benefits of the BPL
cards and the Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY).  “Now, the dig-
ital records on the basis of field
surveys benchmarked against a
few parameters automatically
add and delete the beneficiaries
of scheme for free foodgrains. 
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Mahatma Gandhi’s grand-
son Arun Gandhi passed

away at Kolhapur in
Maharashtra on Tuesday after
brief illness, family sources
said. “Bereaved. Lost my father
this morning.” tweeted Arun
Gandhi’s son Tushar Gandhi on
Tuesday.

The funeral of the 89-year-
old author and socio-political
activist will be held at Kolhapur
later today, his son Tushar
Gandhi told PTI. Born to
Manilal Gandhi and Sushila
Mashruwala in Durban on
April 14, 1934, Arun Gandhi
followed in the footsteps of his
grandfather as an activist. 
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena has

ordered an enquiry into the
alleged large-scale irregularities
committed in the recruitment
of faculty members by the
Delhi Pharmaceutical Sciences
and Research University
(DPSRU)  in the year 2019.
The Lieutenant Governor, who
is  Chancellor of the DPRSU,
approved the proposal of the
Chief Secretary for serving a
notice of seven days for inspec-
tion and inquiry in terms of
Section 8 (3) of the Delhi
Pharmaceutical Sciences and
Research University Act, 2008.

The Department of
Training and Technical
Education had received sever-
al complaints alleging that
there was large scale appoint-
ment scam, favouritism, and
corruption involved in the fac-
ulty and staff appointments of
the DPSRU.

The complaints had start-
ed coming in since 2020
regarding irregularities in the
appointments for the posts of
professor, associate professor
and assistant professor in the
university for which adver-
tisements were published in the
media in February and July,
2019.

After obtaining the rele-
vant records from the univer-
sity, the department, through
its vigilance branch, examined
the recruitment process con-
cerning six candidates against
whom the complaints were

made.
The vigilance department,

in its findings, stated that the
candidates either lacked expe-
rience for the posts or submit-
ted forged documents to meet
the eligibility criteria. In its
report, the vigilance depart-
ment also said “such large-scale
irregularities in the appoint-
ment of faculties are not pos-
sible without the active con-
nivance of the Vice Chancellor,
DPSRU, who acted as the
Chairman of the Selection
Committee”.

Top Delhi government
officials who examined the
files and reports of the vigilance
department were of the view
that this was a serious matter
concerning the alleged irregu-
larities and illegalities in the
recruitment process conducted
by the DPSRU.The chief sec-
retary proposed to invoke sec-
tion 8 of the DPSRU Act for
causing an inspection or
inquiry in this regard.

Section 8 empowers the
chancellor to conduct an
inspection or inquiry into the
affairs of the university. The
DPSRU had advertised 21 posts
of faculty through an adver-
tisement dated February 23,
2019 and subsequently, the
recruitment rules were amend-
ed by the university, enhancing
the the age limit for the assis-
tant professor’s post from 35 to
40 years, along with other
changes. After the amendment
of the recruitment rules, the
university issued another
advertisement on July 26, 2019
for filling up 52 posts of facul-
ty, including 21 posts notified
earlier.

The department said there
is a possibility that the recruit-
ment rules were changed to
accommodate or favour spe-
cific candidates and therefore,
it is imperative to scrutinise all
cases of recruitment made in
reference to the advertisement
dated July 26, 2019.
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The killing of a second gang-
ster in less than a month

inside the Tihar jail here has
once again put a serious ques-
tion mark on the security at
one of the largest prisons in
Asia despite officials claiming
they were implementing a
detailed plan to avoid such inci-
dents.

Sunil alias Tillu Tajpuriya
(33), lodged on the ground
floor of the high-security
prison, was killed by members
of the Gogi gang with an
improvised weapon around
6.15 am on Tuesday.

On April 14, Prince
Tewatia (33), an associate of
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi,
was killed similarly in an early-
morning attack inside the jail
by rival gang members follow-
ing an altercation with an
inmate. An under-trial prison-
er, he was lodged in ward no.
6 of the jail no. 3 which has
around 380 inmates.

Officials claimed they were
carrying out intensive search-
es in wards for improvised
weapons and other illegal

items, such as mobile phones,
after the Tewatia incident. They
were also maintaining a “strict
vigil” through CCTV cameras.

Asked how an incident
like this has happened again, a
jail official said the attack was
completed within one-and-a-
half minute and the assailants
exploited “dark spots”, where no
cameras could see, to enter
Tajpuriya’s cell.

“They (attackers) did not
enter the barrack directly, or
else they would have been
caught,” he said.

“When Tillu saw the
attackers, he ran towards
another inmate’s cell. The

inmate (named Rohit) also
tried to save him... Everything
happened within a span of

one-and-a-half-minute,” he
added.

Asked why cameras were
not installed to cover the dark
spots, the official said cameras
are not installed in some areas,
such as washrooms, to ensure
privacy of the prisoners.

An inquiry has been
ordered into the incident to
find out the lapses, officials
said. They said they are work-
ing on a detailed plan to
improve the response time in
case of a clash between inmates
and taking other steps to make
security fool-proof inside the
premises.
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New Delhi: Hours after the killing of jailed gangster Tillu
Tajpuriya on Tuesday inside the Tihar Jail, the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) issued notice to the Delhi
Government and the Director General of prisons, seeking a
report within four weeks. The rights body said the report should
include steps taken or proposed to be taken to ensure the safe-
ty of prisoners inside the Tihar Jail so that such violent and fatal
incidents do not recur in the future. The NHRC said it has taken
suo motu cognisance of a media report that an under-trial pris-
oner was killed and another injured in an attack by other inmates
at the jail.                                                                                    PTI
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In its first meeting after AAP’s
Shelly Oberoi was re-elected

as Delhi mayor on April 26, the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) House witnessed
a huge uproar on Tuesday as
BJP councillors staged a protest
against Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal for allegedly
spending Rs 45 crore between
2020 and 2022 on the renova-
tion of his official residence.

The session began with a
two-minute silence to pay trib-
ute to the victims of the recent
Maoist attack in Chhattisgarh’s
Dantewada, which killed 10
policemen and one civilian.
Soon after, BJP leaders, many
of them carrying placards with
anti-AAP and anti-Kejriwal
messages, began sloganeering
in the House. The House was

briefly adjourned due to the
demonstrations.

The protests continued
after the session resumed even
as Mayor Oberoi asked the
members to maintain order in
the House.

Later, amid the noisy
scenes, several items on the

agenda of the House were
passed before it was adjourned
for the day.

The BJP on Monday
launched an indefinite dharna
near the Delhi chief minister’s
official residence -- 6, Flagstaff
Road, Civil Lines -- following
the controversy over its reno-

vation. The BJP also urged the
chief minister to open the gates
of the residence to the general
public so that they can see his
“lavish living”, even if the entry
into it is ticketed.

“The most shameful thing
in this is that this scam was
done at a time when coron-
avirus was in its worst form in
Delhi and hundreds of people
were dying every day,” BJP’s
Delhi unit chief Virendra
Sachdeva had said.

In a press statement, MCD
Mayor Shelly Oberai said that
the BJP councillors yet again
disrupted the proceedings of
the MCD House, on Tuesday.
“The MCD House was sup-
posed to review the progress
reports of landfills and facil-
itate open debates on issues of
education, health, and sanita-
tion but the BJP councillors

did not even allow the busi-
ness of the House to com-
mence by flashing placards,
sloganeering and climbing
over the tables of the House,”
Oberai said.

Oberoi expressed her dis-
appointment in the BJP coun-
cillors’ conduct, stating that
they were hindering the House
proceedings from moving for-
ward for the benefit of
Delhiites. She appealed to the
BJP councillors to help the
House proceedings move
smoothly, but instead, they
indulged in hooliganism and
shouting. Oberoi regretted that
detailed discussions on these
matters could not take place
and the agenda items had to be
voted upon and passed,
because BJP councillors con-
tinued to derail the proceed-
ings.
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The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
said representatives from

360 villages in Delhi, including
MLAs and councillors, will visit
Jantar Mantar on Wednesday to
express solidarity with the
protesting wrestlers.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Tuesday, AAP Delhi
unit convener Gopal Rai said
the wrestlers who brought fame
for the country have been brav-
ing adverse weather conditions.

The wrestlers have been
staging a sit-in since April 23
over allegations of sexual harass-
ment against Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) pres-
ident Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh.

“Yesterday they sat there in

heavy rains. The prime minis-
ter has no time to listen to them.
SC (Supreme Court) had to
direct that an FIR be registered.
Even the sports minister is not
ready to hear their pleas,” he
said.

Rai accused the BJP of

being busy in
maligning them.

“They are try-
ing to malign the
movement. They
were not allowed
to put up tents.
They are not
allowed to put up
microphone sys-
tem. The whole
nation is watching
it. People are sup-
porting them over
social media and

they are also reaching Jantar
Mantar,” he added.

Recalling how efforts were
made to crush the farmers’
movement, he said that the
BJP-led Centre had to bow
down and repeal the three farm
laws.
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Adelegation of Aam Aadmi
Party’s teachers’ wing

AADTA met with Delhi State
OBC Commission Chairman
Jagdish Yadav and demanded
an inquiry into the death of
Samarveer, a former ad hoc
teacher of Hindu College.

Delhi University teachers
have alleged that the massive
displacement of ad hoc teach-
ers was the reason behind the
death of the young faculty
member Samar veer.
Samarveer allegedly died by
suicide on April 26 in the
Rani Bagh area.

A delegation of Academic
for Action and Development
Delhi Teachers’ Association
(AADTA) led by its national
incharge Aditya Narayan
Misra met Yadav on Monday.

The delegation demanded
inquiry into the suicide by
Samarveer, who was a former
ad hoc teacher of Hindu
College and belonged to the
OBC community,  the
AADTA said in a statement.
“They also made a written
submission in the case,” it
added.

Samarveer had been an
adhoc teacher under the OBC
category in the Hindu College
since 2017 till he was “uncer-
emoniously removed” from
the interviews for permanent
positions on February 9 this
year, the statement alleged.

“Massive displacements
of ad hoc and temporary
teachers in the ongoing inter-
views in the University of
Delhi (DU) have taken a very
heavy toll by taking away the
life of a young faculty mem-
ber, Samarveer, who com-

mitted suicide on April 26 in
Rani Bagh,” the AADTA said
in the written submission.

“Samarveer represents
that stellar breed of brilliant
scholars who are star teachers,
intensely admired by the stu-
dents and colleagues. A quiet,
prolific reader and deep, orig-
inal thinker, Samarveer was
often seen reading in a corner
of the otherwise noisy staff
room of Hindu College,” the
submission noted.

After the OBC expansion
plan in 2004, thousands of
teachers from socially weak-
er sections joined DU as ad
hoc teachers and have been
working for a long time with
job insecurities, it claimed.

“Most of these teachers
are first-generation learners
coming from poor and rural
backgrounds without many
elite connections. After a long
struggle, they have reached so
far, and loss of a job at this
juncture leaves them in the
lurch with depression and
desperation,” the submission
stated.

“So, we request you to
inquire into factors and forces
holistically which has driven
a well-qualified OBC faculty
member to commit suicide.
Justice should be dispensed to
Samarveer so that such fate-
ful incident doesn’t recur,”
the submission added.

The delegation comprised
Anand Prakash, Member DU
Teachers’  Associat ion
Executive, Ramkishore Yadav,
Member of Academic Council
and DUTA Executive, Prem
Chand, Member, the AADTA
National Committee, and
Assistant Professor Sarvendra
Kumar.
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The Delhi High Court has
directed the reissuing of a

minor’s passport after deleting
from the travel document the
name of his father who “com-
pletely deserted” him.

Justice Prathiba M Singh
noted that the minor was being
brought up by his mother and
the father has given up all
rights on him. The mother had
sought the deletion of the boy’s
father’s name from his pass-
port.

She told the court that her
husband had deserted her
when she was pregnant, and
she was now divorced and
raising the child as a single par-
ent.

“In the unique and peculiar
circumstances of this case, it is
accordingly directed that the
name of the father of petition-
er no.2 (minor) be deleted
from the passport and the
passport be re-issued in favour
of the minor child without the
name of the father...Let the new
passport be issued (by the
passport office concerned)
without the name of the father
within one week thereafter,” the
court said in a recent order.
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Fifty-year-old lawyer Nitin
Soni, who handles cases of

cyber fraud, became a victim
himself when a woman caller,
posing as a representative of a
leading online insurance bro-
ker, sold him a fake car insur-
ance policy at an attractive rate.

The whole transaction was
done in such a clever manner
that Soni did not realise he was
dealing with a fake agent. He
realised the fraud a few days
later when he spotted a spelling
error in his name in the poli-
cy document and tried to get it
corrected.

“In fact, I drove my car for
almost a week with a fake
insurance policy. It was a
spelling mistake in my name
which helped me trace the

fraud,” Soni told PTI.
Based on his complaint, an

FIR was lodged at Mandir
Marg cyber police station on
April 21. The telecaller identi-
fied herself as a representative
of Policybazar.Com and had
prior information of the expiry
of Soni’s car insurance. After
initial discussion on the phone,
the woman shifted to
WhatsApp messages where the
display picture (DP) resembled
the company’s logo.

They even owned an
almost similar domain name,
carrenewalpolicybazar.Com,
from where they sent emails to
Soni and made some lucrative
offers with added features.

Aware of such frauds,
Policybazar.Com has already
put up an advisory on its web-
site for the general public where

it says that fraudsters can come
up with identical fake websites
to dupe consumers hence peo-
ple should always cross-verify
such claims by writing to feed-
back@policybazaar.Com.

“We do keep educating
our customers not to fall prey
to imposters,” a representative
from Policybazar.Com said.

Soni claimed in his com-
plaint, “The woman sent me
the features of the policy from
email address support@car-
renewalpolicybazar.Com in
respect of IFFCO Tokio
General Insurance where I was
supposed to pay 17,700.”

He further said that the
woman sent him the bank
account details with beneficia-
ry name as “policy bazaar”
along with an account number
and IFSC code.
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The Delhi High
Court on

Tuesday dismissed a
plea by Vishal Yadav
seeking parole to
pursue filing of an
appeal in the
Supreme Court chal-
lenging his conviction and life sentence in the killing of busi-
ness executive Nitish Katara in 2002.

Vishal’s cousin Vikash Yadav is a co-accused in the case and
serving prison term.

The high court noted that Vishal was granted custody parole
in 2015 but he did not avail it.

It said consistent refusal to accept custody parole for filing
of Special Leave Petition (SLP) before the apex court does not
work to his advantage since it is not as if there is a denial in exer-
cising a constitutional right, but rather to calibrate it and allow
it along with safeguards which are necessary for securing life,
liberty and protection of the victim and witnesses.

Even in 2018 when the high court had rejected his parole,
it had noted that the petitioner would be granted custody parole
for filing an SLP and an application in that regard could be moved.

This opportunity was not availed on that stage as well, which
also does not work to the advantage to the petitioner, the court
said.Justice Anish Dayal said Vishal’s contention of denial of a
constitutional right in context of the plea for parole, therefore,
has to be appreciated, viewed, weighed, sifted and winnowed in
this light and not viewed in isolation. "The petitioner (Vishal)
is not precluded from pursuing his remedy to file an SLP before
the Supreme Court, irrespective that it is 8 years after the deci-
sion that he wishes to assail," the High Court said.
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Aday after heavy rain lashed
many parts of Delhi, the

minimum temperature settled
at 19.3 degrees Celsius, five
notches below normal, the
weather office said on Tuesday.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has fore-
cast thundershowers and gusty
winds during the day in the
city.

The national capital
recorded 15 mm rainfall in the
24 hours ended at 8.30 am on
Tuesday, the IMD said.

Delhi recorded 14.8 mm of
rain on Monday while the
minimum temperature was
recorded at 19.6 degrees
Celsius, five notches below
normal.

On Tuesday, the minimum
temperature settled at 19.3
degrees Celsius.

The relative humidity
stood at 87 per cent, the IMD
said.

On Monday, the maxi-
mum temperature was regis-

tered at 26.1 degrees Celsius, 13
degrees below average for this
time of the year.

It was the second coolest
May day in 13 years and also
the second consecutive day
when the maximum tempera-
ture settled 10 degrees below
normal during this year’s sum-
mer season, which generally
sees the mercury soaring dur-
ing the month.

The wet spell is likely to
continue for two more days
owing to western disturbances,

officials said on Monday.
The weatherman has fore-

cast a generally cloudy sky
with light rain, thundershow-
ers and gusty winds.

On Tuesday, the Air
Quality Index (AQI) in Delhi
was ‘satisfactory’, recording a
reading of 73.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered ‘good’, 51 and
100 ‘satisfactory’, 101 and 200
‘moderate’, 201 and 300 ‘poor’,
301 and 400 ‘very poor’, and
401 and 500 ‘severe’.
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday asked the police to

file a chart detailing the role
assigned to Shahrukh Pathan,
who had allegedly pointed a
gun at a policeman, and other
accused in the 2020 northeast
Delhi riots case.

The high court was hearing
a bail plea filed by Pathan.

“Special public prosecutor
is directed to file a chart show-
ing roles of the accused per-
sons, including the petitioner,
and the evidence attributed to
them,” Justice Dinesh Kumar
Sharma said.

During the hearing,
Pathan’s counsel submitted that
he had filed the bail plea in
January 2022 and it has been
pending for the last 15 months
and that he has been in custody
for over three years.

The counsel said the other

accused in the case, who were
even identified by witnesses,
have been released on bail but
Pathan who was neither named
in the FIR nor identified by
anyone was still in custody.

He claimed that no role
has been attributed to him
and the “entire case is a farce”.

“It is not their case that I
shot the victim… examina-
tion of the main victim is
complete. That is full of con-
tradictions and there is noth-
ing,” Pathan’s counsel submit-
ted.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday dismissed the

pleas by the Delhi Police
against the bail granted in
June 2021 to three student
activists in a case related to
the 2020 Northeast Delhi
riots, saying they are out on
bail for almost two years and
it sees no purpose in keeping
the matter alive.

A bench of Justices S K
Kaul  and A Amanullah
passed the order while hear-
ing the pleas filed by police
challenging the Delhi High
Court’s June 15, 2021 verdicts
granting bail to activists
Natasha Narwal, Devangana
Kalita and Asif Iqbal Tanha in
a case related to communal
violence during the protests
against  the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA).
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Taking serious note of the
“plummeting level of cam-

paign discourse”, the Election
Commission has advised the
political parties and their star
campaigners to exercise caution
and restrain themselves from
saying anything that could viti-
ate the elections atmosphere.
Campaigning for the May 10
polls is hotting up with the
Congress and the BJP being
engaged in a war of words.
Recently, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge first called
Modi a “poisonous snake” and
his MLA-son has now made
another objectionable remark
by calling him “nalayak”
(inept).

Taking serious note of the
“plummeting level of cam-
paign discourse” during elec-
tioneering, the poll panel
referred to the instances of
“inappropriate vocabulary and
language” used during the
ongoing campaign by persons,
“in particular, by those invest-

ed with the statutory status of
star campaigner”.

“Such instances have occa-
sioned various complaints,
cross complaints and have also
attracted negative media atten-
tion,” the EC said in a state-
ment.

The Commission’s atten-
tion has recently been brought
to the instances of inappropri-
ate vocabulary and language
used during the on-going cam-
paign by persons, in particular,
by those invested with the
statutory status of star cam-
paigner. Such instances have
occasioned various complaints,
cross complaints and have also
attracted negative media atten-
tion.

The advisory states “It is

imperative for all parties and
stakeholders to remain within
the confines of the Model Code
of Conduct and the legal
framework in their utterances
while campaigning so as to
maintain the dignity of the
political discourse and not to
vitiate the campaign and the
election atmosphere. They are
thus expected to contribute in
maintaining and raising the
level of discourse to “issue”
based debate, provide pan India
perspective, depth to the local
discourse and to reassure all
sections of electors to partici-
pate fully and fearlessly in a free
and fair election”

According to Section 504
of the IPC-”Whoever inten-
tionally insults, and thereby
gives provocation to any per-
son, intending or knowing it to
be likely that such provocation
will cause him to break the
public peace, or to commit any
other offence, shall be punished
with imprisonment of either
description for a term which
may extend to two years, or
with fine or with both.”
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday was apprised by

the Centre that it was consid-
ering setting up a committee of
experts to examine the preva-
lent mode of execution of
death row convicts by hanging
in the country.  A bench com-
prising Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud and Justice JB
Pardiwala took note of the
submissions of Attorney
General R Venkataramani,
appearing for the Centre, that
the government was consider-
ing his suggestion on consti-
tuting a committee of experts
and deliberations were on. 

The top law officer said
there were processes related to
finalisation of names for the
proposed panel and that he will
be able to respond on the issue
after some time.  “The Learned
Attorney General states that the
process of appointing a com-
mittee was under considera-
tion. In view of the above, we

will give a fixed date after the
(summer) vacation,” the bench
said. 

The top court on March 21
had said it may consider setting
up of a committee of experts to
examine whether execution of
death row convicts by hanging
was proportionate and less
painful and had sought “better
data” from the Centre on issues
pertaining to the mode of exe-
cution. 

Lawyer Rishi Malhotra
had filed a PIL in 2017 seeking
to abolish the present practice
of executing a death row con-
vict by hanging and replace it
with less painful methods such
as “intravenous lethal injection,
shooting, electrocution or gas
chamber”.
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Every year, just 23,000 patents
are granted in India, a poor

show when compared to over 5
lakh in neighbouring China
and 3.5 lakh in the US. The time
duration of patent-filing and
grant of patents which is three
years in India is also long when
compared to the global average
of two years.

However, the Indian patent
landscape is all set to change for
the better, Dr Akhilesh Gupta,
Senior Adviser at the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST) said on
Tuesday, informing that the
Government is mulling to make
the Indian Patent Act more sim-
ple and result-friendly for prod-
uct-oriented results to keep up
with the global peers.

He was addressing the

Global Science, Research and
Innovation Summit organized
by business chamber CII
themed “Fostering Science,
Research and Innovation
Partnerships’ under the aegis of
the India’s G20 Presidency’ held
here.

Dr Gupta admitted that
India lacks the culture of Patents
filing and taking it to its logical
conclusion. He knows better.
According to the Economic
Survey 2021-2022, though
patents filed in India have
grown considerably, the World

Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) data
reveals that the number is still
less as compared to 1.79 lakh
granted in Japan in 2021 and
1.35 lakh were granted in South
Korea, respectively, as of 2020.
The number of patents filed in
India is merely 3.8 per cent of
China and 9.5 per cent of the
USA in 2020.

However, on its part, India
is reporting increase in the
number of patent applications,
up from 45,444 in 2016-17 to
66,440 in 2021-22. Similarly, the
patents granted in India have
gone up from 9,847 to 30,074
during the same time period, as
per the Government data.

Dr Gupta, who is also
Secretary of the Science and
Engineering Research Board
(SERB) also flagged data that
around .69 percent of budget

being spent on R&D in India
and exhorted the private sector
to pitch in with higher research
allocation to match and support
the government for a win-win
proposition.

Echoing similar views, Dr
Parvinder Maini, Scientific
Secretary in the Office of
Principal Scientific Adviser to
the Government underlined
that the main reason and the
huge gap of the low R&D bud-
get of India is due to almost
non-participation of private
sector to take big risks in emerg-
ing and cutting -edge tech-
nologies.

Dr Maini said, out of 90,000
start-ups in India, only 12,000
are technology-based and also
only about 3,000 of them are
deep tech start-ups. She said,
unless industry will not lend
funding support to innovative

and bright ideas, India will
miss the bus, which is now on
its way to full bloom.

IIT-D will start M-tech in
Robotics this year and appealed
to Industry to support this mis-
sion, Prof Rangan Banerjee,
Director, IIT, Delhi said while
Ryuhei Nishi, First Secretary,
S&T, Embassy of Japan  stressed
on increasing more people to
people contact as she noted that
only 1000 Indian students are
there in Japan, which is 8 times
less than China.

Others who spoke on the
occasion included Vipin Sondhi,
Chairman, CII National
Mission on Technology,
Innovation 7 Research and Alok
Nanda, Co-Chair National
Mission on Technology,
Innovation & Research Dr
Ashish Mohan, Executive
Director, CII.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday deferred to May 9

the hearing on a batch of pleas
challenging the remission grant-
ed to the 11 convicts last year in
the case of gang-rape of Bilkis
Bano and murder of her fami-
ly members during the 2002
post-Godhra riots. A bench of
justices KM Joseph and BV
Nagarathna was told by Solicitor
General (SG) Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre and the
Gujarat government that they
are not claiming any privilege
and are not filing any plea for
review of the March 27 order of
the court, which had asked for
production of original records,
with regard to the remission

granted to the convicts.    
The SG raised preliminary

objections with regard to peti-
tions filed in the matter other
than by Bano, saying it will have
wide ramifications as every
now and then third parties will
come to the courts in criminal
cases.  Government was object-
ing the petitions filed by CPI(M)
leader Subhashini Ali and TMC
leader Mahua Moitra.  The
bench fixed May 9 for hearing
the matter as several counsel for
convicts, who have been
released in the case, said that
they need time to file their
replies to the plea by Bano. 

“We are only fixing time-
lines, so that whichever court
takes up the matter, it will not
have to waste time on these pro-
cedural issues. I am retiring

during vacation on June 16. My
last working day will be on May
19. My sister (Justice
Nagarathna) will be going to
attend a conference in
Singapore till May 25. If all of
you agree, then we can sit dur-
ing vacation and finish hearing
this case,” Justice Joseph said.

Advocate Shobha Gupta
said that the matter will take a
very short time as only the
question of law needs to be
decided. Justice Joseph told
Gupta, “It is apparent from the
way counsel appearing for con-
victs that they do not want this
hearing to take place. Every
time the matter will be called
up, one person or the other will
come and say that he needs
time to file a reply. It is more
than obvious”.
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Air Marshal Balakrishnan
Manikantan took over as

Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief (AOC-in-C) of  Southern
Air Command on Monday.
An alumnus of Sainik School
Kazhakootam and National
Defence Academy(NDA), the
Air Marshal was commissioned
in the Indian Air Force in
1986. He has flown over 5400
hrs on various types of heli-
copters and fixed wing aircraft.
He is a Helicopter Combat
Leader and a Type Qualified
Flying Instructor.

Prior to assuming the cur-
rent appointment, he was the
Senior Air Staff Officer at
Eastern Air Command, han-
dling air operations, the IAF
said here on Tuesday.  He is a
recipient of the Presidential
Awards of Ati Vishisht Seva
Medal (AVSM) and Vayu Sena
Medal (VM).
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Signifying close defence ties
between the two countries,

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday handed over
a fast patrol vessel and a land-
ing craft to the Maldives as
India’s gift at an event in Male.
Rajnath also held talks with
Maldivian President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih to expand the
already close bilateral strategic
ties.  The defence minister is on
a three-day visit to the island
nation beginning Monday.

Addressing the top civil
and military brass at the cere-
mony, Rajnath said the India-
Maldives relationship is “truly
special” and that it has evolved
as a model for the entire region
to follow.

The defence minister also
highlighted the need for India,
the Maldives and other like-
minded nations of the region to
enhance cooperation in
addressing the common chal-
lenges in the Indian Ocean
Region(IOR).

At the handing-over cere-
mony, Solih commissioned the
offshore patrol vessel into the
Maldives National Defence
Force (MNDF).

Rajnath said the relation-

ship between the two countries
has evolved as a model for the
entire region to follow. “There
is a need for India, Maldives
and other like-minded nations
of the region to enhance our
cooperation, towards address-
ing the common challenges of
the Indian Ocean Region,” he
said.

“We must, therefore,
ensure a collaborative effort,
towards ensuring that the mar-
itime expanse of the Indian
Ocean is peaceful and the mar-
itime resources therein are
optimally harnessed, for ensur-
ing regional prosperity,” he
added. India’s handing over of
the two platforms to one of its
strategically key maritime
neighbours came amid China’s
increasing efforts to enhance its
strategic influence in the Indian
Ocean Region.

“We wish to create symbi-
otic relationships, where we can

learn from each other, grow
together and create a win-win
situation for one and all. We
also want to assure you that
India’s commitment to support
MNDF and Maldives will only
get better and stronger with
time,” Rajnath said.

He said India has signifi-
cantly enhanced its defence
capabilities that has enabled it
to further support the capaci-
ty building initiatives of its
partner countries.

“India offers an enhanced
defence partnership to friend-
ly foreign countries, that is
accommodative of their nation-
al priorities,” he said.

“India’s strong and vibrant
defence cooperation with the
Maldives emanates from our
twin policies of
‘Neighbourhood First’ and
‘SAGAR’ -- Security and
Growth for All in the Region,”
he noted.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to entertain

a plea seeking a stay on release
of the movie “The Kerala Story”
on grounds that its a “worst kind
of hate speech” and an “audio-
visual propaganda”. Later on the
day Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind also
approached the apex court seek-
ing a direction to the Centre and
the Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) to not
allow the screening and release
of the movie “The Kerala Story”
at theatres and on OTT plat-
forms. 

Meanwhile a public interest
litigation (PIL) was moved in
the Kerala High Court on
Tuesday against certain state-

ments in the teaser and trailer
of controversial Hindi film,
‘The Kerala Story’, and seeking
that the court set aside the cer-
tificate for public display given
to the movie by the censor
board. The High Court bench
comprising Justices N Nagaresh
and CP Mohammed Nias also
gave time to Deputy Solicitor
General of India (DSGI) Manu
S, appearing for the Centre and
the censor board, to obtain the
CBFC’s stand on the PIL before
the next date of hearing, sched-
uled on May 5. 
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Aspecific protein, occludin,
inside the human body that

plays a critical role in the spread
of coronavirus from cell to cell
after infection, could help in the
development of new antiviral
drugs in the future, researchers
from University of Missouri,
US, said in their study published
in the journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences.

The protein mediates the
transmission of the virus
between cells. “This basic, sci-
entific research is very impor-
tant to better understand the
underlying mechanisms of dis-
ease progression inside the
body’s cells so that the proper
countermeasures can be iden-
tified and developed,” said
Wenjun Ma, an associate pro-
fessor at the university and lead
author of the study.

The research team exam-
ined how the coronavirus
spreads through cells by
analysing cell samples.

They found that when the
occludin protein in a single cell
is damaged by the coronavirus,
the virus is able to quickly
replicate and spread to neigh-

bouring cells throughout the
body, making the infection
worse and symptoms potentially
more severe.

This knowledge would be
helpful for developers of antivi-
ral drugs by examining the
potential impact the antiviral
drugs have in strengthening
the occludin protein against
infection, Ma said. 

“We learned that the virus
may only start off by infecting
a singular cell, but cells are
incredibly complex, and when
the occludin protein gets dam-
aged, the virus quickly replicates
and spreads to neighbouring
cells.

“For example, if only one
cell in the lungs is infected at
first, the ability to breathe may
not be significantly impacted.

“However, once the virus
spreads to neighbouring cells
throughout the lungs, it can lead
to difficulty breathing and other
respiratory problems,” said Ma.
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After conducting a detailed
computational analysis of

the available (408) genetic
sequences of Indian dengue
strains from infected patients
collected over six decades in
India, scientists from Indian
Institute of Science (IISC)
Bengaluru  have concluded
that the pathogen has evolved
dramatically from its ancestors
in the presence of serotypes.

This calls for urgent need
for development of vaccines
against the mosquito-borne
viral disease, they said.

“We were trying to under-
stand how different the Indian
variants are, and we found

that they are very different
from the original strains used
to develop the vaccines,” said
Associate Professor at the
Department of Chemical
Engineering at the institute,
Rahul Roy, who led the study
published in the journal PLOS
Pathogens.

There are four broad cate-
gories—serotypes—of the
dengue virus (Dengue 1, 2, 3
and 4).

“We found that the
sequences are changing in a
very complex fashion,” said
Roy, corresponding author of
the study. The researchers
noted that at any given time,
several strains of each serotype
exist in the viral population.

The antibodies generated

in the human body after a pri-
mary infection provide com-
plete protection from all
serotypes for about 2–3 years.
Over time, the antibody levels
begin to drop, and cross-
serotype protection is lost, they
said.

Until 2012, the dominant
strains in India were Dengue 1
and 3, the researchers said.
However, in recent years,
Dengue 2 has become more
dominant across the country,
while Dengue 4—once con-
sidered the least infectious—is
now making a niche for itself
in South India, they found.

The team also investigat-
ed what factors decide which
strain is the dominant one at
any given time.
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The CBI has seized more
than Rs 20 crore in cash

during searches at the premis-
es of Rajinder Kumar Gupta,
former Chairman and
Managing Director (CMD) of
Central  Public  Sector
Undertaking WAPCOS
Limited.

Gupta was booked recent-
ly for amassing assets dispro-
portionate to his known
sources of income.

After registering the FIR
against Gupta and his family
members, Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) teams
conducted searches at his
premises where Rs 20 crore in
cash was seized in addition to
documents related to proper-
ties and other valuables, offi-
cials said.

WAPCOS or Water and
Power Consultancy Services
(India) Limited, is a Central
Public Sector Enterprise
(CPSE) wholly owned by the
Government under the
administrative control of the

Ministry of Jal Shakti.
Searches were conducted

on Monday at around 19
locations including Delhi,
Chandigarh,  Gurugram,
Sonipat and Ghaziabad at the
residential and commercial
premises belonging to the
accused.

During the searches, a
cash of around Rs 20 crore,
incriminating documents and
digital devices were recovered
from the possession of the
accused, they said.

During the tenure from
April 1, 2011 to March 31,
2019, the accused  had pos-
sessed disproportionate assets
way beyond his  known
sources of income.

“It was further
al leged that  the
accused after retir-
ing from the service
had started a con-
sultancy business in
the name of a private
company based at
Delhi. The alleged
immovable proper-
ties belonging to the

accused include flats, com-
mercial properties and a
farmhouse spread across
Delhi, Gurugram, Panchkula,
Sonipat and Chandigarh,” the
CBI said in a statement.

Searches were conducted
on Monday at 19 locations
across Delhi, Gurugram,
Chandigarh, Sonipat and
Ghaziabad at the premises of
the accused which led to
recovery of huge cash of Rs 20
crore, large quantity of jewel-
ry, valuable items and incrim-
inating documents.

Besides Gupta, his wife
Reema Singal, son Gaurav
Singal and daughter-in-law
Komal Singal have been
named as accused in the case.
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With the panchayat elec-
tions barely a couple of

months away, Bengal continued
to witness political murders
one after the other. BN
Bhuniya, BJP booth president
at Moyna block in East
Midnapore, was on Monday
abducted and then bludgeoned
to death by alleged Trinamool
Congress goons, State
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari said calling a second
regional bandh in a span of
three days in the State.

The BJP has called a bandh
in parts of East Midnapore dis-
trict on Wednesday. Bhuniya,
a BJP booth president in
Adhikari’s East Midnapore dis-
trict first beaten up in front of
his wife and children before
being whisked away by the
attackers his wife said adding
frantic calls to the local police
station yielded no result.

“Our booth leader was
abducted and killed by TMC
men,” said former India bowler
and BJP MLA from Moyna,
Ashok Dinda who along with

Adhikari on Tuesday staged a
brief road blockade before
warning, “the BJP will not
spare the murderers … we will
move the High Court and get
CBI enquiry into this act of
murder.” Adhikari saw the
hands of a number of TMC
leaders — including ministers
Soumen Mahapatra, Akhil Giri
and local Trinamool leader
Sahjahan Ali — in the murder.

Incidentally the
Opposition Leader in a Tweet
called May 2 — the second
anniversary of ruling
Trinamool Congress’ third con-
secutive coming to power in
the State — a Black Day in the
electoral history of Bengal
alleging post polls violence
had seen more than a 100 saf-
fron workers getting murdered
at the hands of the TMC goons
since 2nd May 2021.
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The Jammu and Kashmir
Police on Tuesday filed a

chargesheet against Gujarat
conman Kiran Bhai Patel,
charging him of cheating and
criminal conspiracy against
the J&K state. 

Patel, who posed as
Additional Director (Strategy &
Campaigns) in the Prime
Minister’s Office, New Delhi,
was picked up by the police
from a Five star hotel in
Srinagar after receiving a tip
from the  CID wing of the J&k
Police on March 2.  

In a tweet, Srinagar police
Tuesday said, “Chargesheet
against Kiran Patel was  filed in
the court of Chief Judicial
Magistrate Srinagar in FIR NO
19/2023 of Police station
Nishat”. 

According to Srinagar
police, “Patel has been charged
with cheating, impersonation,
and criminal conspiracy under
Sections 419, 420, 468, 471,
170, 120B of IPC and Sections
3, 5 of Emblem and Names
(Prev of improper use) Act,

1950”. Patel is currently lodged
in central Jail, Srinagar. Patel
had also managed to get Z-cat-
egory security protocol during
his visits to the valley and
attended several official meet-
ings along with IAS officers and
others. 

He had also visited many
sensitive areas, including the
Line of Control in the Uri sec-
tor. Amit Pandya and Jay
Sitapara, who accompanied
Kiran Bhai Patel at the time of
his arrest, have also been arrest-
ed by the J&K police.

He is believed to have
roped in several high profile
bureaucrats and also lured
them with specific offers rang-
ing from organising chociest
transfer/postings and other
benefits for facilitating him
during his business trips to
Kashmir valley.

On April 25, his close aide
Piyush Kantibhai Vasita was
arrested by Kashmir Police for
making fake visiting cards for
him to dupe officials and civil-
ians. Vasita is being probed and
police have not filed
chargesheet against him yet.
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Though  Ari Komban, the
wild tusker who had been

tormenting the residents of
Chinnakanal settlement colony
in Idukki district was tran-
quilised and “exiled” to the
Periyar Tiger Reserve 106 km
away, the woes of the local
community continues with-
out abatement.

A new character by name
Chakka Komban (Chakka is
the Malayalam for jackfruit)
has taken the space vacated by
the departure of Ari Komban
since Sunday night. 

He started raiding the
colony accompanied by his
women consorts and has
demolished three houses
though no casualties have been
reported, according to A K
Sojan, a resident of
Chinnakanal.

Speaking to The Pioneer
over telephone from
Chinnakanal, sojan who has
been a resident of the colony
for the last four decades said
the translocation of Ari
Komban from the area would
not solve the problems. 

“His place would be taken
over by another elephant. 

The issue could be solved
only by addressing the root
cause of these attacks. We have
to accept the fact that the set-
tlements were built after
denuding the reserve forests.
The area which measures more
than 2000 acres have been

planted with eucalypts trees
and this has destroyed the
greenery as well was water
streams,” said Sajan.

Quoting from scientific
journals, Sojan said each euca-
lyptus tree is capable of suck-
ing 40 litres water per day.
“There is no need to search for
the reasons behind the disap-
pearance of wild streams and
small tributaries that fed the
Periyar River. 

All water bodies in the for-
est have disappeared altogeth-
er,” he said. The eucalyptus
plantation was set up to take
cre of the needs of a public sec-
tor newsprint factory in the
region.

John Peruvanthanam said
the elephants come out of the
forests as there were no bam-
boos, the staple food of the
pachyderms.

“Some of them are drawn
to the smell of rice while some
get fascinated with jackfruits
and mangoes,” said John. He
said that the day human beings
stop destroy the forests, the
wild animals too would stop
their forays into the settle-
ments.

On Tuesday, the two
Kumki elephants Konni
Surendran and Kunchu which
were brought from elephant
kraals in Pathanamthitta dis-
trict returned to their homes.
Whether they would come
back to Chinnakanal depend
on Chakka Komban and his
activities.
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In a reaction that surprised
many in the State political cir-

cles, Shiv Sena (UBT) leader and
MP Sanjay Raut on Tuesday
likened Sharad Pawar’s decision
to quit as the NCP president to
Bal Thackeray’s move to quit as
the Shiv Sena chief in the past.

Amid continued specula-
tion about Sharad Pawar’s
nephew and current leader of
the Opposition in the State
Assembly switching sides and
joining the NCO, Raut – con-
sidered close to Sr Pawar, took
to Twitter to compare Pawar’s
resignation  as the NCP presi-
dent with that of late
Thackeray’s decision to quit as
the Sena chief after the latter was
“fed up with dirty politics and
allegations”.

“Fed up by dirty Politics and
allegations , Shivsena Supremo
Balasaheb Thackeray too had
resigned as the Shivsena
Pramukh. History seems to
have repeated itself... But owing
to the love of Shivsainiks he had
to withdraw his decision... Like
Balasaheb , Pawar Saheb too is
the soul of the State's politics.
@PawarSpeaks @OfficeofUT,”
Raut tweeted. In the process, he

appeared to be hinting indirectly
that senior Pawar’s decision
might have something to do
with at the anti-party activities
allegedly indulged in by the
NCP leader and current leader
of the Opposition  in the State
Assembly Ajit Pawar, who has
been in the news over the spec-
ulation making rounds in the
state political circles that he
might quit the Sharad Pawar-led
party and join the BJP.     

Curiously enough, NCP
leader and sitting MP Surpriya
Sule, daughter of Sharad Pawar,
had said on April 19 that there
would be political earthquakes
in the next one fortnight. Now
that Sr Pawar has resigned on
the 13 th day of her prediction,
political observers have a strong
reason to believe that Sr Pawar’s
resignation as the NCP presi-
dent was one of the two politi-
cal earthquakes  she was refer-
ring, while it is not certain yet
as what is the second   
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Nagpur: Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday said NCP
supremo Sharad Pawar's deci-
sion to step down as party chief
was the Nationalist Congress
Party's internal matter.

He was replying to a
reporter's question here about
Pawar's surprise announce-
ment earlier in the day. “It is his
personal decision....NCP's
internal matter. I do not think
it will be appropriate to talk
about it at this stage. 

Sharad Pawar is a senior
leader and deliberations are
going on in his party. It will be
appropriate to comment only
after the situation gets clear,”
the BJP leader said. Asked
about Pawar's statement during
the launch of a revised version
of his autobiography that he

had no inkling about his
nephew Ajit Pawar's decision to
form a government by joining
hands with the BJP in 2019,
Fadnavis said, “I have not read
Pawar's book, hence I would
not speak on it now. 

“But I also want to write a
book, which I will write at the
right time. You will know the
truth when I write it,” he said.
Fadnavis had taken oath as
chief minister with Ajit Pawar
as his deputy following the
2019 Assembly elections
though the government fell in
a few days as it could not
muster the numbers. PTI
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Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant has said that about

90 per cent of the crimes in the
coastal state are committed by
migrant labourers from Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh and other areas,
urging contractors to obtain
“labour cards” before employ-
ing them. 

Sawant made the claim at
a Labour Day function on May
1 in Panaji. The chief minister
said that every migrant labour-
er working in the state should
have a labour card given by the
state government. 

The Goa government
issues labour cards to those
working in the private, unor-
ganised and industrial sectors
to keep a record of employment
as well as extend welfare mea-
sures to this category. 

Sawant said that it is nec-
essary to track the details of
labourers as “after committing
a crime in Goa, migrant
labourers often return to their
state and it becomes difficult to
locate them”.  The chief minis-
ter said that “about 90 per cent

of the crimes in Goa are com-
mitted by migrant labourers
from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
other areas”.  Sawant said that
the state government has roped
in two NGOs to ensure that all
labourers are issued the cards.
The chief minister announced
that the facility to enrol the
labourers for the card would be
made online soon. 

He said that once the cards
are issued to all the labourers,
it would be easier to access the
database. “It will also help the
police investigate the cases and
track them,” Sawant added. 
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Tuesday reiterated for an
Opposition parties unity to
prevent BJP in the 2024
General Elections and hence
bring “a change the country
needs.”

Interestingly, Mamata
asserted for a united opposition
on a day when another signif-
icant plitical veteran and a
long time constituent of UPA,
Sharad Pawar, resigned as chief
of NCP creating flutters in the
political circles both in
Maharashtra and New Delhi.  

The TMC supremo clarion
call comes after successive and
series of meetings top
Opposition leaders in last
month which include her meet-
ings with her Bihar counterpart
Nitish Kumar, Samajwadi Party
leader Akhilesh Yadav, Nitish’s
meeting with Congress top
bosses, Left leaders, Akhilesh
and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal.
Pawar too met last fortnight
Congress high command to

discuss modalities.  Mamata
also took a swipe at PM’s
“Mann Ki Baat” radio pro-
gramme by claiming that the
BJP befools people with “Jhoot
ki Baat” (lies). 

In a video message to the
people, the Chief Minister said,
“In the name of Mann ki Baat,
the BJP befools people with
'Jhoot ki Baat'. The BJP makes
promises before every elec-
tion and forgets those after the
polls.” On Sunday, the 100th
episode of the prime minister's
Mann ki Baat was broadcast.”I
urge all opposition parties to
unite... 

When all opposition par-
ties come together, BJP will lose
battle and India will win war
against divisive forces,” the
TMC supremo said on the
occasion of celebrations on
second anniversary of TMC's
emphatic victory in 2021 WB
assembly polls.

The BJP, however observed
the day as 'Shradranjali Diwas'
to remember the activists who
lost their lives in alleged post-
poll violence in the state in
2021. 

Jammu: The Jammu and
Kashmir police have decided to
secure the water bodies around
the G-20 summit venues in
Kashmir valley with the help of
Marine Commandos (MAR-
COS).  In addition, elite com-
mandos of the National
Security Guard (NSG)  team
will be used for counter fiday-
een attack along with Special
Operations Group (SOG) and
specialised NSG teams for
counter drone will be deployed
at all venues.

Chairing a joint meeting
with the officers of Police,
intelligence agencies and secu-
rity forces at Police Control
Room, Srinagar Additional
Director General of Police
Vijay Kumar  emphasized the
need for Marine Commandos
(MARCOS) to be put in place
to provide a strong security
cover for the water bodies
around the summit venues.

During the meeting, spe-
cial focus on the emerging
threat of Vehicle borne IEDs
and other modes of potential
terror attacks including poten-
tial fidayeen attacks, standoff
fire & grenade attacks were dis-
cussed in detail and counter
measures to counter these ter-
ror threats were also discussed.
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Underlining the robust rela-
tions between the two

nations, Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi has pitched for
taking India-Iran ties to a “new
level”, especially in the eco-
nomic and commercial fields.
He made these observations
during a meeting with National
Security Advisor(NSA) Ajit
Doval in Tehran.

Raisi also conveyed to
Doval in the meeting on
Monday that groupings such
as the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) and the
BRICS can be “very effective”
in view of the global geo-
political changes, according to
a statement issued by the
Iranian President’s office on
Tuesday.

The NSA was on a day-
long visit to Iran on Monday.
Besides calling on Raisi, Doval
held separate talks with his
Iranian counterpart Ali
Shamkhani and Foreign
Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian.

In their meeting, Doval
and Amirabdollahian
exchanged views on develop-
ment of the Chabahar port,
ways to deal with terrorism,
issues relating to bilateral bank-
ing and the situation in
Afghanistan, the Iranian for-
eign ministry said.

In a statement, it said the
Iranian foreign minister called
for boosting trade ties and
hoped that the holding of a
meeting of the joint economic
commission in Tehran will
generate fresh momentum in
the relations.
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Aparadigm shift relat-
ing to training is
essential to ensure

vision, mission and value
alignment for the probation
period during training in
LBSNAA at Mussoorie. A
clear vision mission and
value statement should be
projected before the young
recruits and that should be
inculcated in their mind.

At present the subjects
generally taught in the class-
rooms of the academy are
Indian policy, law, constitu-
tion and public administra-
tion etc. But no step has been
taken to keep subjects like
value statements, vision and
mission ideals for the civil
servants so as to align them
to these values to give their
best.

A vision statement like
‘Service before self, so as to
bring smiles on the faces of
people and to take the nation
on the path of a holistic and
inclusive growth’ would pro-
ject the goal in a clear fash-
ion. Similarly, the mission
statement may be pro-
nounced as’ to boost the tra-
jectory of growth with equi-
table distribution being pro-
poor, pro-people and posi-
tive officers with the quali-

ties like honesty, integrity
and alacrity and always com-
mitted to the development of
nation and the constitution
of India’.

Value statement can be
defined as ‘to be pro-poor,
positive officers with demo-
cratic way of development.
Strive to stick to the cardinal
principles like honesty,
integrity, sincerity, alacrity
and devotion towards the
nation. Always to keep the
dignity and prosperity of the
nation above everything else.’

If the vision, mission
and value statements are
well defined and the proba-
tioners are aligned to those
values, automatically it
would inspire them to be
proactive and positive and

give their best for adminis-
tration and governance
keeping service to people
before self-interest. The
bureaucracy is giving way
under pressure because of
deviation from these values
as mentioned above.
Moreover, complacency is
also one of the undoings of
bureaucracy.

The implementation of
these vision, mission and
value statements and huddle
and bottlenecks thereon
should be taught and young
minds should be imbued
with thoughts of purity.
These should constitute a
subject and be given maxi-
mum focus in the academy
so as to bring out the best in
the young officers with

instruction to perform as per
the guidelines. Another
thing that should also be
thought of is that promotion
should not be an automatic
and routine affair for civil
servants so was to curtail the
complacency apparent. At
each level of promotion, a
committee (taking retired
bureaucrats and academi-
cians etc) should rigorously
find out the eligibility of the
officer for promotion keep-
ing in view his performance
and his commitment to
vision, mission and value
statements all through. This
would energize the not-so-
active bureaucracy to spring
into action so as to deliver as
a proactive and positive unit.

These ideas may not be
taken happily by laggard
officers accustomed to a life
of comfort and unethical
rewards, but the harsh real-
ity is that some steps like
these as mentioned above
can transform the bureau-
cracy and metamorphose
the scenario to achieve the
most difficult task and start
a glorious period.

(The author is a superan-
nuated senior IAS officer.
Views expressed are personal) 
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Sir — As per report the to curb terrorism
and unrest in Jammu and Kashmir, the
Centre block 14 mobile applications which
were reportedly used by Pakistani terror-
ists to gather and spread information in the
valley. The government sources also said
that these mobile applications were used
by terrorists in Kashmir to communicate
with their supporters and on-ground
workers (OGW). This comes as the Centre
continues its crackdown against Chinese
apps that steal data from Indian users.
Agencies keep track of channels used by
Overground workers (OGWs) and terror-
ists to communicate among themselves.
While tracking down one of the commu-
nication, agencies found that the mobile
application does not have representatives

in India and it is difficult to track down
activities happening on the app," said an
official. Thereafter, with the help of other
intelligence agencies operating in the val-
ley, a list of such apps was prepared that
pose a threat to national security and do
not follow Indian laws. In official commu-
nications to higher-ups, the intelligence
agencies informed that these apps are
spreading terror propaganda in the Valley.
Sources said these apps include Crypviser,
Enigma, Safeswiss, Wickrme, Mediafire,
Briar, BChat, Nandbox, Conion, IMO,
Element, Second Line, Zangi, and Threema
among others.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

���	�����	��	��������	���������
Sir — Bhiwandi and Bhandup are the old-
est residential places, which form the best
part of old buildings and monsoon rains
every season cause the residents fear to fac-
tor all the time. BMC has failed to follow
construction norms strictly and educate the
residents of dilapidated buildings in a bet-
ter way to avoid such fatal mishaps and that
made matters worse in fatal mishaps. 

Residents on the other hand fail to
adhere to Municipal instructions and pay
a heavy price for that. The residents not
only lose their property as well dear life of
near and dear ones. Now BMC should
check on erring builders, who resort to ille-
gal construction without proper plan
alterations done without permission.
Building crashes in Bhiwandi and other
similar incidents have created a fear
among the residents. The death toll
touched 6 and eight people are still
trapped inside the debris.

CK Suresh Ramani Dora | Coimbatore

����	�������	���������
Sir — Apropos, King Charles' coronation...
May 1. Earlier in 1953, the British had the
royal coronation to acquire its Queen but
had to make do with a Prince and there was
no King. At that cusp of its history, it had
greater politico-economic standing and
heading the Commonwealth of erstwhile
subject nations. Seven decades later today,
it is poised to anoint a new king and a
queen too. But then it has come to lose
much of its sheen and clout.

It stands as a self-inflicted outcast of
Europe and in the ongoing socio-econom-
ic tumult with strikes in every sector. Its
transition from Great Britain to the United
Kingdom, which endured two centuries,
is under increasing strain as its constituent
kingdoms seem to be disenchanted in stay-
ing united. Yet, in defiance or hope, it refus-
es to give up its purple splendour, no less
in the grandeur of a once flourishing
empire, to stage a flashy coronation this
week.

R.Narayanan | Navi Mumbai
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Track 1.5 level dialogue was
held in Bangkok with all stake-
holders besides Asean mem-
bers attending. Here too, there
were more divergences than
commonalities. The immedi-
ate need is a ceasefire, the
release of prisoners and
humanitarian assistance for
people trapped in the fighting. 

The junta has pledged to
hold elections in August and
the Election Commission has
decreed new electoral laws.
Political parties were to regis-
ter by 31 March and as NLD
did not, it was dissolved. By
military courts awarding 76-
year-old NLD leader Aung San
Suu Kyi 33 years in jail, the
junta has ensured the elimina-
tion of the most popular party
which won the 2020 elections
overwhelmingly. The new laws
relating to funding, banning
parties with links to terrorist
groups, securing 100,000
members within three months,
and establishing offices in half
of 330 towns. Election laws will
be altered to ensure Union
Solidarity Development Party
(Military) wins as it did in the
2010 elections.

There are as many as 90
political parties in the fray. As
the junta has ruled for more
than two years under emer-
gency rule, acting President
Myint Swe said on state TV
that it was against the consti-
tution. Elections if held will be
a sham as the junta’s writ runs
only across only 20 per cent of

the territory though it has been
negotiating with certain EAOs
and declared a unilateral cease-
fire. The military admires the
Thai model where three for-
mer Army chiefs run a civilian
party that wins elections. But
Myanmar will have its own
model with changes in the
2008 constitution which was
drafted by the military.

At the recent Director
General Police conference in
New Delhi, three papers circu-
lated dealt with North East and
Act East policy. They recalled
how China exploited Indian
insurgencies and provided
weapons to insurgents. The
biggest casualty of the civil war
in Myanmar is India’s Act
East policy. Former Army
Chief, Gen MM Naravane at a
seminar in March on
Myanmar: Two Years After the
Coup, said that the Act East
policy has an inner and exter-
nal dimension. Both have to be
addressed with a focus on the
development of the northeast.
He said India should provide
electricity to villages across the
border to have friendly popu-
lation there. 

As a consequence of vio-
lence, more than 100,000
refugees including some law-
makers have crossed over into
Mizoram and Manipur.
Mizoram acted with alacrity
and humanity to welcome
refugees while the central gov-
ernment had ordered they be
pushed back. Similarly, fencing

the border has been opposed
by people on both sides. One
of the reasons for insurgency
was the mishandling of people
residing along the border.

India’s premier projects
central to Act East Policy like
the trilateral highway con-
necting India with Asean and
the multimodal Kaladan
road/port project are in a
mess though Ports and
Shipping Minister S Sonowal
said recently Sittwe port will be
inaugurated soon. It is key to
the development of the north-
east but is stuck due to fight-
ing in the Rakhine state. The
investment at Sittwe port can
fructify only once the Arakan
Army which Indian security
forces engage, can pacify
Rakhine. 

A truce between the
Arakan Army and Junta will
allow the projects to prosper.
Chinese presence on
Myanmar’s Coco Island will
pose a threat. New Delhi has
made hard choices virtually
abandoning NLD and demo-
cratic forces, and practising
realpolitik to deal with the gov-
ernment of the day, not the
elected Govt. Keeping other
options is a prudent policy.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence

Staff. The views expressed
are personal)
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Military coups usu-
ally end in instant
success or instant
failure. The coup
in Myanmar has

lasted more than two years and
has reached a stalemate. The
Resistance forces consisting of the
National Unity Government
(erstwhile National League for
Democracy and Peoples Defence
Forces allied with Ethnic Armed
Organisations) are putting up a
stiff fight. They appear to have
some external support. The junta
is in control mainly in urban cen-
tres while PDF and EAO control
most of the rural areas. Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing is the
undisputed leader with his corps
commanders loyal to him
although desertions have taken
place – 6000 police and 2000
Army have crossed over. But
elite units are intact. On 10 April
military air strikes killed 100
civilians supporting the opposi-
tion. On 17 April of 17500 pris-
oners, 3000 were released to
mark the lunar new year.

At one stage, there was spec-
ulation the army's high command
could split and the coup dissipate.
But that has not happened
because the stakes are very high
for soldiers. For the last 78 years,
they have run the country bar a
decade 2011-2020 when hybrid
civil-military rule was in place.
Military casualties are known to
be high – one estimate puts
army/police at 10,000 and PDF at
1200. The State Administration
Council runs the country of
54mn people which is the poor-
est in South East Asia. Nearly 4
to 5mn people have fled the
country excluding 1mn
Rohingyas who were forced out
before the coup. Another 1.2 mn
have become internally displaced
persons.

As both sides call each other
‘terrorists’ there is little hope of
reconciliation as direct talks
between junta and NUG have not
materialized. The Asean Five-
Point Consensus brokered in
April 2021 has failed to take off
as Asean is badly divided with
Thailand, Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia pro-military and
remaining Indonesia (current
chair) Malaysia, Brunei,
Singapore and the Philippines
taking a hard line. Last month a

����	��	������  	!"�#$%!#

��3���&��������(���������������������������������%/�����$�����������
���&��&���+�������&�3��������#�0�����������/$����������&������#�0�

,)�,
-�)�T*����-@
=	-����$�%- �


�,��6��$���
 �@*#��)

	��*�	�#�)-%�
�,�%,"� )

�,=�� -))��
-=� �	�
-

%	U- ,%�,��
%,�	'* 

1����	���

��������%���	
���	�)	����	���	��������	������������	�
���	������	�
)�������
	�%���	
����)�������
���	���	������	��������%	�������
���%	

��	����4.�)
�

����$�$�4�)��

��,�%"������..(����-
#��(0(01�"��1��%%�



��������	�
��������� 
��� �������

#5
���9&�(*5"(�0���9��% ����(��+.���;���&/��������O >
�����&/'�������O ���������.���;���&/�������;

	
K)��-�
�, #��<
,�'
��

,%-�#�
��
%��	,�

-%%*�	
<

�,


%	��@*���))
�,)��*%� -*)
����@	
)�@- 

%��
,����,�
�
,���-=� ,��
����4��	�#

(The writer is a retired
IAS officer. He is an

author and founder of
Mind Therapy)

Mindfulness has, in recent
times, emerged as a pow-
erful tool to promote our
mental well-being. It can
alleviate stress, regulate

emotions and mood, and improve cogni-
tive function. This practice has been wide-
ly accepted as an effective tool for over-
all improvement in our mental health.
Across the world, mindfulness has now
taken the shape of a widespread move-
ment. It's already a multi-billion-dollar
industry. Meditation and yoga, two
ancient practices, are now among the most
popular alternative health practices in
many parts of the world. Many Fortune
500 companies have introduced mindful-
ness-based meditation in their workplaces.
In addition, medical institutions and
hospitals are introducing practices to man-
age chronic pain and stress. 

Jon Kabat-Zinn, an American profes-
sor emeritus of medicine and the Centre
for Mindfulness at the University of
Massachusetts Medical School, USA, has
been universally recognized as a global
leader in mindfulness. He famously
remarked in a 2019 publication, "We have
the potential to ignite a global renaissance
catalyzed by the cultivation of mindful-
ness and heartfulness at this critical junc-
ture in the arc of human evolution and
development." According to him, the
cause of dissatisfaction and distress among
us lies in our heads, and it's a 'thinking dis-
ease.' His research and a plethora of stud-
ies conducted across nations have estab-
lished a positive correlation between
mental well-being and mindfulness.  

Mental well-being refers to our over-
all psychological and emotional health so
that we can think and work efficiently in
our daily life. When we feel mentally
healthy and sound, we can effectively
manage the stress we encounter on a day-
to-day basis and face adversity that may
arise unexpectedly in life. In fact, during
adversity and tough times, we often
break down, and we don't know how to
live with emerging situations. We may get
badly trapped in a negative loop of
thoughts. In fact, the real test of life comes
when we face such eventualities. Here the
role of psychological and mental well-
being comes in. If we are mentally fit and
tough, we can quickly come out of those
circumstances. Besides, mental well-
being affects our relationships, work per-
formance, and physical health in many
ways.  

It's now largely accepted among the
medical community that mindfulness
has numerous benefits for mental health
and overall well-being. It's also being used
as a therapeutic tool to help people man-
age a range of mental health conditions.
Many studies have supported the claim of
establishing a positive impact of mindful-
ness on our mental health, including stress
reduction, emotional regulation, reduced
worry, and rumination. Even it helps alle-
viate symptoms in mild to moderate cases
of depression and anxiety. Some studies
further establish the role of mindfulness
in overcoming addictions, especially
smoking.

What exactly is mindfulness?
Mindfulness is nothing but our experience
of 'being present' and observing whatev-
er is happening around us in a non-judg-
mental way. We are, in fact, in the high-
est state of awareness when we are atten-
tive and focused on the present moments.
This state is known as mindfulness.

When we experience mindful-
ness, we are fully conscious and
awake. We are aware of thoughts,
emotions, and feelings as they arise
from time to time. We are, there-
fore, self-aware and mindful dur-
ing those times. 

In this way, mindfulness has
three crucial ingredients: first, we
are in the ‘present.’ Second, we are
focused and attentive to those
moments. Our mind is not wan-
dering in various directions. Lastly,
we experience 'non-judgmental
awareness.' We take things as they
are rather than reacting, passing
judgment, or assigning meaning to
those experiences. In other words,
we accept things as they are rather
than as we perceive them. 

On the contrary, we generally
don't pay close attention to the
things happening to us or the sur-
rounding. The reason is we are
mostly lost in our own inner
world. We may become mindless,
impulsive, and reactive when we
are not present and fully conscious
of those moments. We, therefore,
become prone to miss valuable
experiences. The same happens
when we work, eat, walk, talk to
others, and so on; we are in a way
'unconscious' and in 'half-sleep'
mode.  

Not being mindful has a huge
cost. We tend to keep worrying,
ruminating, and getting trapped in
a loop of distressing thoughts. We
become prone to mental stress and
experience anxiety of varying
degrees. When we are not mind-
ful of an ongoing stream of
thoughts and fail to manage them,

we don't know when such condi-
tions may lead to mental health
problems. As a result, we become
highly vulnerable to mental health
conditions such as being highly
stressed, anxious, depressed, and
lonely. 

Benefits of mindfulness on
our mental well-being: Many
research studies have undoubted-
ly supported the claim of having a
positive impact of mindfulness in
different aspects of mental health.
We become mentally fit and tough.
Not only can mindfulness regulate
our thoughts and emotions, but
also enhance cognitive flexibility.
Improved emotional regulation
leads to greater self-control and
increased resilience to stress and
adversity. We gradually become
more focused and attentive, and
these attributes lead to better con-
trol in our workplace as well as our
personal life. As we continue to
practice mindfulness, we become
more compassionate, empathetic,
and loving, leading to improved
relationships with others. In a
broader sense, we become better
human beings.  

How to develop mindfulness:
The only way to develop mindful-
ness is to practice and experience
more and more of the present
moments. It's necessary to maxi-
mize our experiences of being fully
aware and awake. We need to
make a conscious effort to bring
back our wandering minds to the
present. We should develop a
habit of doing this simple exercise
of bringing back our attention to
the present. This should be in the

back of our minds all the time.
When we walk, eat, work, play,
watch TV, listen to others, and so
on, we should be able to focus and
be present on that activity to the
best of our ability. However, it
sounds simple and easy, but diffi-
cult to sustain. This is because our
habitual and conditioned minds
and behaviour are at work most of
the time. However, with conscious
efforts, we can become more and
more mindful as the practice of
mindfulness progresses.  

Mindfulness can be practiced
not only through meditation but
from mindful breathing, walking,
eating, and communication with
others. When we meditate, we
observe our stream of constant
thoughts that arise in our mind in
a non-judgmental way; our mind
becomes quiet and peaceful. Also,
we keep bringing our attention
back to breathing when we do
breathing-based meditation. This
mental exercise leads to the state
of 'being mindful'. 

With the habit of being mind-
ful and self-aware, we begin to
manage our minds and thoughts
effectively. This automatically leads
to better control over our lives; it's
then more manageable for us to
handle life's adversities and chal-
lenging times. We can come out
from those tough times quickly
and with greater ease. With a
simple and easier-to-do mental
exercise of mindfulness-based
meditation, we can witness a host
of transformative changes in our
physical and psychological well-
being.
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Viewers worldwide will
witness the corona-
tion ceremony of

British King Charles and his
Queen Camillaon on May 6.
The critical moment in mod-
ern British history will be 70
years after Queen Elizabeth
11 coronation in 1952.
Though Charles succeeded
Queen Elizabeth 11 in
September 2022 after her
death, the coronation will
only occur now. From the
investiture ceremony to the
big coronation day, it will be
a long weekend of many
events, lunches, and commu-
nity events. Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak said it was a
"unique moment" for the
country. 

The ceremony will
include the Recognition, the
Coronation Oath, the

Anointing, the Investiture,
and the Enthronement and
Homage. While most other
world monarchies have dis-
continued this pompous
event, Britain continues. King
Charles now also heads the
Commonwealth, a group of
54 independent countries
comprising 2.4 billion people.
He needed to show the world
his reign would be modern
and the Commonwealth
would be inclusive. There is
a growing demand for repa-
ration payments and an apol-
ogy for slavery. 

The guest list for Charles'
ceremony has been slashed
from 8,000 to just 2,000.
Other monarchs like
Monaco's Prince Albert and
Princess Charlene, Japan's
Crown Prince Akishino and
Crown Princess Kiko,

Poland's President Duda, and
President of the Philippines
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. will
participate for the first time
in 900 years. Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar will repre-
sent India at the coronation.

Most British royal family
members will attend, includ-
ing William, Prince of Wales,
his wife Katherine, and their
children. Notable absentees
include Meghan Merkel, but
her husband, Prince Harry,
will be present, and so will
Prince Andrew. US President
Joe Biden will be absent, but
his wife, Jill Biden, will lead
the US delegation. The ser-
vice will include different
faiths and community groups
following the King's wishes.
Indian-origin peer Lord
Indarjit Singh will represent
the Sikh community and

Lord Patel will represent the
Hindu community. Charles
has long expressed interest in
all religions, regardless of
race or religious beliefs.

That brings us to the
larger question of whether
such an event holds the sig-
nificance it once did, and
does the monarch need one.
There has been a debate in
the country on this issue.
While some would like the
continuation of the monar-
chy, others consider it a bur-
den on the country's econo-
my, particularly the younger
generation, when there is an
economic crisis. Some anti-
monarchy groups feel it might
seem out of place in 2023.  

The latest YouGov opin-
ion poll to assess the public
mood before the coronation
revealed that Charles is not

unpopular but is certainly less
popular than his mother and
son, Prince William. The sur-
vey suggests broad support
for the monarchy, with 58%
preferring it to an elected
head of state - which was sup-
ported by 26%. 

There were doubts about
how effective Charles would
be. He impressed the royalists
and non-royalists during his
first six months on the job. He
has reshuffled royal resi-
dences. He would like to slim
down the royal household.
The new postage stamps
bearing the image of King
Charles III without the crown
were released by the Royal
Mail. Also, Charles rejected
Heathrow's offer to name
Terminal 5 after him, an
honour it also extended to his
mother. Terminal 2 became

the Queen's Terminal in 2014.
In the past, Charle's bro-

ken marriage with Diana left
him unpopular. Now this is
changing. People are willing to
accept Charles and his Queen
Camilla. As the Prince of
Wales, King Charles started
The Prince's Trust in 1976 with
his severance pay from the
British Navy. This provides
first grants for people with dis-
advantaged backgrounds. His
other interests include climate
change, employment prospects
for young people, and inter-
faith relations. 

There is an Indian connec-
tion, too, with the coronation.
So far, the queens have worn
the famous 105-carat Koh-i-
Noor diamond, mined in
Golconda in Andhra Pradesh,
to coronations. The Kohinoor
was put in a cross on Queen

Mary's crown in 1911. Still, the
diamond was removed from
the crown and sent to the
Tower of London for public
display to avoid controversy. 

After the coronation, the
King plans to downsize the
royal household and the num-
ber of working royals. Also, the
Sunday Times reported
Charles wanted Buckingham
Palace, Clarence House,
Windsor Castle, and Balmoral
to be transformed into public
places. Politically, too, the King
would like to be more flexible
than his mother. He has devel-
oped a good rapport with
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.
He has already said he will
abide by the constitutional
principle to avoid controversy
as King. Overall, King Charles
aims to be a modern king in
line with the changing times. 
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There is no plan to add new
members to the Quad now,

the White House has said,
emphasising that the relative-
ly young grouping welcomes
opportunities to work with a
wide range of Indo-Pacific
partner countries on issues
like maritime security, infra-
structure and climate change.

The Quad or Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue comprises
India, the US, Japan and
Australia. 

Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison, Japanese Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and
US President Joe Biden – are
scheduled to meet in Sydney,
Australia for the third in-per-
son summit on May 24, amidst
China’s aggressive behaviour in
the strategically important
region.

“The Quad was established

two years ago. The Quad is still
a relatively young partnership.
There are no plans for new
members at this time,” White
House Press Secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre told reporters on
Monday at her daily news con-
ference.

Quad members, she said,
have agreed that for now, they’ll
focus on cementing the quad’s
many strengths.

“However, the Quad wel-
comes opportunities to work
with a wide range of Indo-
Pacific partners, such as
through its Indo-Pacific part-
ners on maritime domain
awareness, which is delivering
cutting edge maritime domain
awareness technology around
the region,” she said in response
to a question.

“The May 24th Sydney
Summit will showcase other
opportunities for the Quad to
partner around the region on
climate, global health, infra-
structure, and more. The

Quad’s top priority is ensuring
it is well-positioned to deliver
for the Indo-Pacific. And so,
there’s no conversation on
extending or expanding at this
time,” Jean-Pierre said.

In May last year, the Quad
leaders met in Tokyo for the
2nd in-person summit.

During that summit,
President Biden launched the
ambitious Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF), which is an

initiative aimed at deeper coop-
eration among like-minded
countries in areas such as clean
energy, supply-chain resilience
and digital trade.

The rollout of the IPEF is
expected to send a signal that
the US is focused on pushing
forward a strong economic
policy for the region to counter
China’s aggressive strategy on
trade in the region.

In March 2021, President
Biden hosted the first-ever

summit of the Quad leaders in
the virtual format that was fol-
lowed by an in-person summit
in Washington in September.

In November 2017, India,
Japan, the US and Australia
gave shape to the long-pending
proposal of setting up the Quad
to develop a new strategy to
keep the critical sea routes in
the Indo-Pacific free of any
influence, amidst China’s grow-
ing military presence in the
strategic region.

India, the US and several
other world powers have been
talking about the need to ensure
a free, open and thriving Indo-
Pacific in the backdrop of
China’s rising military manoeu-
vring in the region.

China claims nearly all of
the disputed South China Sea,
though Taiwan, the Philippines,
Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam
all claim parts of it. Beijing has
built artificial islands and mil-
itary installations in the South
China Sea. 

LONDON: Sourabh Phadke, a
Pune-born architect and
teacher who has been named
among the selected charity
champions invited to attend the
Coronation ceremony of King
Charles III, says he is still
absorbing the news and
approaching it with the spirit of
the unknown.

The 38-year-old was cho-
sen for his association and
great success through the caus-
es supported by the Prince’s
Foundation, the charity found-
ed by Charles when he was the
Prince of Wales. Originally
trained as an architect, Phadke
joined the foundation’s
Traditional Building Skills pro-
gramme and expanded his
repertoire by training as a
stonemason.
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Ahigh-profile Palestinian prisoner died
in Israeli custody on Tuesday after a

nearly three-month hunger strike, Israel’s
prison service announced, at a time of
already soaring tensions between Israel and
the Palestinians.

Khader Adnan, a leader in the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad militant group,
is the first Palestinian prisoner to die since
Palestinian inmates began staging protract-

ed hunger strikes about a decade ago. His
death raises the potential for renewed vio-
lence between Israel and Palestinian mil-
itant groups as violence surges in the West
Bank.

Shortly after his death was announced,
Palestinian militants in the Gaza Strip fired
a volley of rockets into southern Israel.
Palestinians called for a general strike in
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and
protests were expected later in the day.

Palestinian prisoners have for years

gone on lengthy hunger strikes to protest
their detentions and to seek concessions
from Israel. The tactic has become a last
recourse for resistance against what
Palestinians see as unjust incarcerations.
The prisoners often become dangerously
ill by refusing food but deaths are rare.

Dawood Shahab, an Islamic Jihad
spokesman, called Adnan’s death “a full-
fledged crime, for which the Israeli occu-
pation bears full and direct responsibili-
ty”.
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Authorities searching a rural
Oklahoma property for two

missing teenagers discovered the
bodies of seven people on Monday,
including the suspected remains of
the teens and a convicted sex

offender who was sought along
with them, the local sheriff said.

Okmulgee County Sheriff
Eddy Rice said the state medical
examiner will have to confirm the
identities of the victims, but “we
believe that we have found the per-
sons”.

He said the bodies were
believed to include those of 14-
year-old Ivy Webster and 16-year-
old Brittany Brewer, along with
Jesse McFadden, the felon author-
ities had said the teens were trav-
elling with.

“We are no longer looking,”

Rice said. 
“We believe to have found

everything that we were seeking
this morning. Our hearts go out to
the families and friends, school-
mates and everyone else.”

He declined to provide details
of how they died or other details.

���� ,� -,��� '
%,�,� 	#-

When two Philippine coast
guard vessels set out to

patrol the volatile South China
Sea recently, they had to face
more than China’s growing
territorial ambitions.

The Associated Press and
three other news agencies were
invited by the Philippine coast
guard two weeks ago to join a
1,670-kilometre (1,038-mile)
patrol of one of the world’s
most fiercely contested seas.

The invitation was part of
a new Philippine strategy
aimed at bringing attention to
China’s increasingly aggres-
sive actions in the South China
Sea. China has rapidly built up
its military presence in the area
in recent years, pushing back
other claimants like the
Philippines and building arti-
ficial islands with airstrips and
military garrisons.

The rich fishing archipel-
ago is believed to sit atop vast
undersea deposits of oil and
gas.

The Philippines dispatch
regular patrols to assert their
claims to the islands, spot
encroachments, and resupply
Filipino sailors stationed on the
islands. Arrayed against far
larger and more powerful fleets
of Chinese coast guard vessels,
navy warships and seaborne
militias, the Philippine coast
guard says its patrol vessels
often face David and Goliath
confrontations, especially near

Beijing’s artificial island bases.
The BRP Malabrigo and

BRP Malapascua, Japanese-
built 44-metre (144-foot)
patrol ships, planned to make
a circuit of disputed islands,
islets and reefs claimed by the
Philippines in the Spratly
Islands, some occupied by
Philippine garrisons and some
by Chinese military installa-
tions.

The voyage provided a
glimpse of what it’s like for
Filipino coast guard personnel
to work on the frontlines of
multiple geopolitical conflicts,
while facing a constant battle
against sun, sea, stress and
gnawing isolation.

The sailors, a mix of sun-
burned veterans and spright-
ly recruits, brought cellphones
brimming with personal pho-
tographs and videos and
games.

Life on patrol was a mix of
hard work and claustrophobic

leisure. It was often so hot that
sailors got dizzy after a few
minutes outside, so crewmem-
bers spent most of their down
time between four-hour shifts
in tiny, air conditioned cabins.

When there was room in
the mess hall, a few people
might gather to watch a film or
sing on the karaoke machine
— a Filipino necessity. Some
liked to take walks in the
ship’s narrow passages.

The two ships visited one
or two destinations a day,
working without interruption
day and night. The easiest
stops were at places occupied
by Filipino forces, where the
ships sent motor launches to
deliver basic supplies like
water, crude oil and cigarettes.
At one, thirsty sailors offered
dried fish in exchange for
extra drinking water.

Visits to Chinese-con-
trolled areas were harder. At
one reef, the patrol encoun-

tered more than 100 small
Chinese boats, suspected of
belonging to the militia,
anchored in groups. The
Filipinos lowered launches and
demanded the boats leave
Philippine waters. The Chinese
boats did not reply, or leave.

They faced off with the
Chinese Coast Guard at
Chinese-occupied Subi Reef,
and later at the Second
Thomas Shoal, which is occu-
pied by Filipino sailors on a
beached, crumbling navy ship,
surrounded by Chinese ships.

These encounters are
tense, drawn-out affairs.
Chinese coast guard and navy
ships shadowed the patrol for
more than an hour, and over
the radio accused the Filipinos
of intruding into what Beijing
claims as its territorial waters
and ordered them by radio to
leave or face unspecified
counter actions.

A radio operator, holding
a paper script in the corner of
the bridge, asserted Philippine
sovereign rights and asked the
Chinese ships to stay away and
abide by international anti-col-
lision regulations.

Meanwhile, the rest of the
bridge was quiet, and intense-
ly focused. A radar operator
watched intently for tiny
changes in the other ship’s
speed or bearing. When it
approached one knot faster, the
commander barked an order
to alter the Malabrigos’s speed
in response. The encounter
lasted for more than an hour.
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Taiwan intends to fight for
itself in any armed conflict

with China and is unclear as to
what countries might stand
beside it, the self-governing
island’s foreign minister said.

China claims Taiwan as its
own territory, to be brought
under its control by force if
necessary, and concerns are ris-
ing about a possible armed con-
flict.

In an interview last Friday
with Sky News Australia, Joseph
Wu said Taiwan, with a popula-
tion of 23 million compared to
China’s 1.4 billion, has to defend
itself and is not asking other
countries to fight for it. However,
asked who might fight alongside
Taiwan in the event of a war with
China, Wu answered, “This is a
very good question.” “A lot of
people are debating strategic
ambiguity or strategic clarity, but
to us, we know our own respon-
sibility,” Wu told the news chan-
nel from Taipei.

“Taiwan has to defend itself,
the people have to defend
Taiwan, this country, and we are
determined to defend ourselves
and we are not asking other
countries to fight for Taiwan,”
Wu added.

US President Joe Biden has

repeatedly said American forces
would help defend Taiwan,
although US official policy
remains ambiguous over if and
how forces would be dispatched.
Australian Defence Minister
Richard Marles said in March
that his country had made no
promise to support the United
States in any future conflict over
Taiwan as part of an agreement
to obtain American nuclear-
powered submarines.

Biden and the leaders of
Australia and the United
Kingdom have announced that
Australia will purchase nuclear-
powered attack submarines from
the US to modernise its fleet,
amid growing concern about
China’s influence in the Indo-
Pacific.

Australian critics of the deal
argue that the United States
would not hand over as many as
five of its Virginia-class sub-
marines without assurances that
they would be made available in
the event of a conflict with
China over Taiwan.

Asked if Taiwan was des-
tined for war, Wu replied, “I cer-
tainly hope not.”

“The reason is very clear:
War means devastation, not just
for the one who got attacked but
possibly also for other countries
as well,” Wu said.

Washington (PTI): The oppo-
sition Republican party has
used comprehensive immigra-
tion reform as a political stunt
and a political tool and they are
not interested in resolving the
issue, the White House has
said. 

“As we’ve seen, Republicans
have continued to use this as a
political stunt, a political tool,
and not actually come to the
table to have a conversation on
how to protect Dreamers and
farm workers. You know, more
immigration judges and asy-
lum officers are needed. More
funding for border security is
needed,” White House Press
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre
told reporters at her daily news
conference on Monday.

“This is something that

we have put forward in that leg-
islation and so much more.
They don’t want to do that.
They want to do political
stunts, as we’ve seen from gov-
ernors and mayors across the
country,” she alleged respond-
ing to a question on compre-
hensive immigration reform in
particular on legal immigra-
tion. President Joe Biden on the
very first day of his administra-
tion, put forth comprehensive
immigration legislation, she
said. “That’s to show how seri-
ously he took this, how he
understood that the system
had been broken. It needs to be
modernised, be moved to the
21st century,” she said.

‘This is something that the
president has talked about. He
has asked Congress to take

action, Republicans in
Congress to take action, and to
work on this in a bipartisan
way. He’s going to continue to
do that. “In the meantime, he’s
put forth some — he has tools
that he’s used to making sure
that we do this, we actually deal
with the immigration system in
a humane way, and in a way
that actually deals with what
we’re seeing at the border,”
Jean-Pierre said.

“That’s why you’ve seen the
parolee programme be so suc-
cessful. When it comes to illegal
migration, you’ve seen it come
down by more than 90 per cent.
That’s because of the actions that
this president has taken. But we
know that more action needs to
be taken, so it has to be legisla-
tive action,” she said.
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Indian mountaineer Anurag
Maloo’s health condition

has shown some signs of
improvements, but he is not
out of danger, his brother said
on Tuesday, nearly a fortnight
after he was found alive by res-
cuers on Nepal’s Mount
Annapurna.

Anurag, 34, a resident of
Kishangarh in Rajasthan, went
missing in mid-April after he
fell from around 6,000 meters
while descending from Camp
III. Mount Annapurna is the
10th highest mountain in the
world. 

He was found alive in a
deep crevasse at some 5800-
metre altitude on April 20 after
three days of continuous
search by a team of rescuers.

He was rushed to Manipal
Hospital in Pokhara and then
airlifted to Kathmandu for
further treatment.

“Anurag’s health condi-
tion is gradually improving,
but he is not out of danger,” his
brother Ashish Maloo told
PTI, quoting doctors involved
in the treatment.

He is currently undergo-
ing treatment at the Medicity
Hospital in Lalitpur near
Kathmandu. Anurag is under-
going treatment in the
Intensive Care Unit of the
hospital, Ashish said.

Anurag has slightly moved

his body, he said, without
much elaborating.

He is on a mission to
climb all 14 peaks above 8,000
metres and the seven highest
points in all seven continents
to create awareness and drive
action towards achieving the
UN Global Goals.

He has been awarded REX
Karam -- Veer Chakra and
became the 2041 Antarctic
Youth Ambassador from
India. 

�+�����������'"��������������!����'	��

BEIJING (AP): China’s foreign
minister called for stability
and a crackdown on cross-bor-
der criminal activity along the
country’s border with
Myanmar, during an unusual
visit to the volatile region on
Tuesday.

The 2,129-kilometre
(1,323-mile) border runs
through densely forested
mountains and has long been
notorious for drug smuggling
into China from the “Golden
Triangle” region where the
borders of Laos, Myanmar and
Thailand meet.

The United Nations says
the production of opium in
Myanmar has flourished since
the military seized power in
2021, with the cultivation of
poppies up by a third in the
past year as eradication efforts
have dropped off and the fal-
tering economy has led
more people toward the drug
trade. During his visit, Foreign
Minister Qin Gang said local
Communist Party and gov-
ernment departments, the
People’s Liberation Army,
police and civilian bodies
should join in “strengthening
the border defence system.”

Qin called for improve-
ments in “maintaining distinct
and stable borders, and severe-
ly cracking down on cross-bor-
der criminal activities.”

“It is necessary to coordi-
nate border management, bor-

der trade development, and
bilateral relations,” he was quot-
ed as saying in a ministry
news release.

Fighting between
Myanmar’s military and ethnic
armed groups has also occa-
sionally flared along the   bor-
der, sending refugees and
sometimes mortar fire into
China. China has sought to
maintain contacts with all sides,
although it has been criticised
for expressing unequivocal sup-
port for the junta after it said
it would back Myanmar “no
matter how the situation
changes.”

Myanmar has been
wracked by violence since the
army’s overthrow of the elect-
ed government of Aung San
Suu Kyi. The takeover was met
with massive public opposition,
which security forces quashed
with deadly force, in turn trig-
gering widespread armed resis-
tance. Despite the security
challenges, China has sought to
encourage legal trade between
the sides and recently reopened
border crossings after closing
them for more than 1,000 days
as part of strict COVID-19
control measures. During his
visit to the Wanding-Ruili
crossing point, Qin promoted
the concept of a China-
Myanmar economic corridor
to aid business and other devel-
opment on both sides, the
Foreign Ministry said.
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Pakistani security forces have
killed a notorious Tehreek-

i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) com-
mander and two others and
made several key arrests in sep-
arate intelligence-based opera-
tions in the country’s restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, media reports said on
Tuesday

Acting on information
about the reported presence of
militants, security forces con-
ducted two separate opera-
tions on Monday in the Tank
and Dera Ismail Khan dis-
tricts of the country’s northwest
province bordering
Afghanistan, the Dawn news-
paper reported.

Abdul Jabar Shah of the
banned TTP Gandapur
group was among the three
militants killed by the securi-
ty forces following an intense
exchange of fire, the report
said.
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Tirana (AP): Albanian law
enforcement authorities on
Tuesday charged an Albanian
man with supporting terror
attacks in Western Europe on
social media.

A statement from the spe-
cial prosecutor’s office against
corruption and organised
crime accused Bledar Zeneli of
promoting and urging terror
attacks, falsifying documents
and weapon possession.

If convicted, he faces up to
17 years in prison.

Using a false profile on
Facebook Zeneli and other
people, who have yet to be
identified, supported terror
attacks in Nice, France, and
Vienna in October and
November 2020 “and other
terror attacks and radical
actions from extremist per-
sons”, according to prosecutors.

About two-thirds of
Albania’s 2.8 million people are
Muslims. 

A decade ago hundreds of
them joined radical groups in
Syria and Iraq, although the
mainstream religious leaders
urged believers not to become
members.
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Abodyguard shot and killed
a government minister in

Uganda early Tuesday in an
apparent private dispute,
according to the army and
local media.

The attacker, who has not
been publicly identified, then
turned the gun on himself,
according to state broadcaster
UBC and others.

The victim, Charles
Engola, served in the govern-
ment of President Yoweri
Museveni as the junior minis-
ter in charge of labour. He was
a retired army colonel.

Army spokesman Brig.
Felix Kulayigye said in a short
statement that an “unfortu-
nate incident” led to the killing
of Engola. “We shall inform the
public the details as we jointly
investigate the matter,”
Kulayigye said on Twitter.
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Sudanese fleeing the fighting
between rival generals in

their capital flooded an already
overwhelmed city on the Red
Sea and Sudan’s northern bor-
ders with Egypt, as explosions
and gunfire echoed on Tuesday
in Khartoum.

Many exhausted Sudanese
and foreigners arrived in Port
Sudan, the country’s main sea-
port, joining thousands who
have waited for days to be evac-
uated out of the chaos-strick-
en nation.

Others have been driven in
packed buses and trucks, seek-
ing shelter in Egypt, Sudan’s
northern neighbour.

“Much of the capital has
become empty,” said Abdalla al-
Fatih, a Khartoum resident, “all
(residents of) our street fled the

war.”
The fighting, now in its

third week, has turned
Khartoum and its neighbour-
ing city of Omdurman into a
battlefield. Fierce clashes taking
place inside residential neigh-
bourhoods that have become
“ghost areas”, residents say.

The conflict, which capped
months of worsening tensions,
pits the military, led by Gen.
Abdel-Fattah Burhan, against a
rival paramilitary group called
the Rapid Support Forces, com-
manded by Gen. Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo.

Al-Fatih’s family managed
to get out of Khartoum over the
weekend after they spent the
past two weeks trapped in
their home in Khartoum’s
neighbourhood of Kafouri, a
major flashpoint since the
fighting broke out on April 15.

They arrived in Port Sudan
late on Monday, after an
exhausting 20-hour trip, he
said. There, they found thou-
sands, including many women
and children, camping outside
the port area. Many had been
there for more than a week,
with no food and other ser-
vices, he said.

Port Sudan has become a
hub for foreign governments to
evacuate their citizens air and
sea.

At the congested crossing
points with Egypt, thousands of
families have waited for days
inside buses or sought tempo-
rary shelter in the border city
of Wadi Halfa to finalise their
paperwork to be allowed into
Egypt.

Yusuf Abdel-Rahman is a
Sudanese university student
who crossed into Egypt along

his family, through the Ashkit
crossing point late on Monday.
They spent their night at a
community hostel in
Egypt’s southern city of Aswan,
and plan to board a train to
Cairo later on Tuesday, he
said.

Abdel-Rahman’s family
went first to the Arqin crossing
point over the weekend. It was
overcrowded and they couldn’t
reach the customs area. They
then decided to move to the
Ashkit crossing after they heard
from people there that the
crossing would be easier, he
said.

“It’s a chaotic situation (in
Arqin),” he said over the phone.
“Women, children and patients
are stranded in the desert with
no food, no water.”

Abdel-Rahman reported
widespread destruction and

looting particularly in upscale
neighbourhood in the capital.
He said a neighbour told them
by phone said armed men in
RSF uniform stormed their
home in Khartoum’s Amarat
neighbourhood on Friday, a
day after they fled the capital.

Many Sudanese have taken
to social media to complain
that their homes were stormed
and looted by armed men.

“We are lucky” that they
didn’t at home at the time of
storming,” he said. “We could
be ended up dead bodies.”

The fighting has displaced
at least 334,000 people inside
Sudan, and sent tens of thou-
sands more to neighbouring
countries, including Egypt,
Chad, South Sudan,
Central African Republic and
Ethiopia, according to UN
agencies.
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Sweden’s King Carl XVI
Gustaf and Queen Silvia

began a three-day state visit to
Estonia on Tuesday — their
first official visit to the former
Soviet repubic in more than 30
years.

Estonian President Alar
Karis and his wife welcomed
the Swedish king and queen at
Tallinn’s central Freedom
Square with full military hon-
ours, and an enthusiastic crowd
of adults and children alike
waved the Estonian and
Swedish flags.

The president’s office said
the visit, to both Tallinn and the
second city of Tartu, “under-
scores the close friendship
between Estonia and Sweden,
all the more so given that it is
taking place during the 50th
anniversary of King Carl XVI
Gustaf ’s accession to the
throne”.

The Baltic states of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania — all
former Soviet republics that are
members of the European
Union and NATO — are
Sweden’s neighbours across the
Baltic Sea and have close busi-
ness and political ties with

Stockholm.
Estonia also has historical

links to Sweden, as the small
nation of 1.3 million was a
province of the Swedish Empire
in the 17th and early 18th cen-
turies.

The last time King Carl
XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia
paid a state visit to Estonia was
in 1992, a year after the Baltic
nation regained in its indepen-
dence after nearly fifty years of
Soviet rule.

The royal visit will focus on

boosting cooperation between
the two countries in the secu-
rity and defence sectors, econ-
omy and in the field of educa-
tion, research and innovation,
the Estonian president’s office
said.

King Carl XVI Gustaf
ascended the throne on
September 15, 1973, and is
Sweden’s longest reigning
monarch. In early June, the
king will mark his 50 years on
the throne with extensive cel-
ebrations.
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Pakistan’s Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the gov-

ernment to produce the record
of parliamentary proceedings
regarding a bill aimed at
depriving the office of the chief
justice of powers to take suo
motu notice in an individual
capacity and form a panel of
judges for hearing of cases.

Relations between the judi-
ciary and the ruling coalition
have soured ever since the rul-
ing Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz led government has
been pushing for the Supreme
Court (Practice and Procedure)
Bill 2023.

The bill was initially passed
by both houses of parliament
and sent to the president for his
assent. However, the president
sent it back, saying that the pro-
posed law travelled “beyond
the competence of parliament”.

The bill was, however,
passed again by a joint sitting
of parliament with certain
amendments on April 10 and
sent to the president.

But three days after the

passing of the bill by the joint
parliament session, an eight-
member bench of the Supreme
Court (SC), including CJP
Bandial, issued an order that
bars the government from
implementing the bill after it
becomes a law.

On Tuesday, the eight-
member larger bench led by
Chief Justice Bandial heard
the case and instructed the
attorney general to provide
copies of Parliament proceed-
ings regarding the bill.

During the hearing, Chief
Justice Bandial said that the law
was the first of its kind in
Pakistan that impacted the
judiciary – the third pillar of
the state. 

“It is, for the first time,
claimed that a necessary ele-
ment of the Constitution is vio-
lated through legislation,” he
said.

He rejected a plea to
remove a judge from the bench
as a complaint was pending
against him. The chief justice
also rejected another plea to
form a full court to hear the
case.
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The Canadian government
on Tuesday named Satinder

Singh Brar, nicknamed Goldy
Brar, the alleged mastermind in
the killing of famous singer-
politician Sidhu Moosewala,
among the country’s top 25
wanted criminals.

The Punjab-origin affiliate
of Lawrence Bishnoi’s gang is
wanted by the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police after India
obtained an Interpol Red
Notice for Brar in June 2022,
the Canadian High
Commission in New Delhi
said in a statement.

Brar’s life-sized cutout
among all 25 fugitives has been
displayed at Toronto’s Yonge-
Dundas Square, according to
the ‘Bolo (Be On the Lookout)
Programme’ list issued.

The 29-year-old is accused
of murder, attempted murder,
conspiracy to commit murder,
and illegal arms trafficking in
India.

However, there is no
reward for Goldy Brar, who fea-
tures on the 15th number in the
list.

Brar, who reached Canada

on a student visa in 2017,
allegedly claimed responsibil-
ity for the murder of
Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu, pop-
ularly known as Sidhu
Moosewala, who was shot dead
in Punjab’s Mansa district on
May 29, 2022.

Brar is accused of commit-
ting these crimes while being in
Canada and is currently under
investigation, but is not charged
with any criminal offences in
Canada, the statement said.

Goldy Brar, who belongs to
Punjab’s Muktsar, has been on
the run since then.

Interpol notices are inter-
national requests for coopera-
tion or alerts allowing police in
member countries to share
critical crime-related informa-
tion. In the case of Red Notices,
the persons concerned are
wanted by national jurisdic-
tions for prosecution or to
serve a sentence based on an
arrest warrant or court deci-
sion.

In Canada, an Interpol
Red Notice does not provide
police the authority to arrest a
person. An individual may
only be arrested if reasonable
probable grounds exist that

the individual has committed
a crime in Canada, or if a
Canadian arrest warrant has
been issued.

The offences Brar alleged-
ly committed in India are very
serious in nature and merit the
interest of the police in Canada,
the statement said, adding that
“Brar is believed to be in
Canada and represents a risk to
public safety”.

The Punjab Police have
blamed Goldy Brar and gang-
ster Lawrence Bishnoi for the
killing of Moosewala.

Bishnoi, who continues to
remain in jail after his arrest in
2015, has been operating his
terror-crime syndicate from
prisons in different states, along
with Canada-based Goldy Brar,
who is also an accused in the
killing of ‘Dera Sacha Sauda’
follower Pradeep Kumar at
Faridkot (Punjab) in November
2022. Goldy Brar has been
named in the 1,850-page police
charge sheet filed in the Mansa
court on August 26 last year.

Jailed gangsters Bishnoi
and Jaggu Bhagwanpuria have
also been named in the
chargesheet alongside a dozen
others.
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UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres, who

convened a meeting on
Afghanistan in Doha that was
attended by India, on Tuesday
said that participating nations
have expressed “serious con-
cerns” over persistent pres-
ence of terrorist groups in the
war-torn country that pose a
risk for the region and beyond.

Guterres arrived in the
Qatari capital on Monday to
host the two-day meeting of
Special Envoys on Afghanistan
to reach points of commonal-
ity on key issues, such as
human rights, in particular
women's and girls' rights, inclu-
sive governance, countering
terrorism and drug trafficking. 

The meeting is intended to
achieve a common understand-
ing within the international
community on how to engage
with the Taliban on these
issues.

India is among the coun-
tries and organisations partic-
ipating in the meeting, accord-
ing to a note issued by Guterres'

office here.
“The meeting was about

developing a common interna-
tional approach, not about
recognition of the de facto
Taliban authorities,” Guterres
said in Doha at a press
encounter.

The UN chief said that par-
ticipants in the meeting are
“worried” about the stability of
Afghanistan and have
expressed those serious con-
cerns. 

“They relate to the persis-
tent presence of terrorist orga-
nizations — a risk for the
country, the region, and further
afield,” he added.

The other participants in
the meeting are from China,
France, Germany, Indonesia,
Iran, Japan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Norway, Pakistan,
Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Tajikistan, Turkiye,
Turkmenistan, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom,
United States, Uzbekistan,
European Union and the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation. 

Guterres stressed that it

was important that “we all
understand each other's con-
cerns and limitations, but
agreed that it was in everyone's
interest, foremost the Afghans,
to work together.”

The participants agreed on
the need for a strategy of
engagement that allows for the
stabilization of Afghanistan
but also allows for addressing
important concerns.

He noted that concerns
were also raised over the lack
of inclusivity, which important-
ly includes human rights, in
particular those of women and
girls, severely undermined by
recent Taliban decisions and
the spread of drug trafficking
with all its dramatic conse-
quences.  

“While different countries
placed different priorities on
these concerns, according to
their own situation, there is a
general recognition that
they are intertwined. That pri-
oritizing one issue was not to
ignore the importance of the
others, which allows for an
overall shared approach,” he
said.
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Tokyo (AP): Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida said on
Tuesday he is arranging a trip
to South Korea for talks with
President Yoon Suk Yeol in
return for his March visit to
Tokyo, aiming to further
strengthen their ties before the
upcoming Group of Seven
summit.

Tokyo and Seoul have been
working to repair relations that
were strained over wartime
history disputes as they deep-
en three-way security cooper-
ation with Washington in
response to growing regional
threats from North Korea and
China.

Speaking to reporters
Tuesday in Ghana as part of his
multi-nation trip to Africa and
Singapore, Kishida said he
hopes to visit May 7-8 and
exchange views with Yoon on
ways to speed up the bolstering
of bilateral ties and discuss
regional and global issues.

“If my South Korea visit is
achieved ahead of the G-7

summit, I expect it will be a
great opportunity to give
impetus to our ‘shuttle diplo-
macy’ and have a heart-to-
heart exchange of our views on
accelerating Japan-South Korea
ties and drastically changing
the global situation,” said
Kishida, who is hosting the
May 19-21 summit in
Hiroshima.

Later Tuesday, both gov-
ernments confirmed Kishida’s
trip and their talks in Seoul.

Yoon’s office said Kishida
will make a “working visit” to
South Korea with his wife,
Yuko Kishida, following the
president’s invitation during
his Tokyo visit in March, mark-
ing a fresh start in their diplo-
macy. Kishida’s office said talks
between the leaders were
scheduled for Sunday.

Kishida will be the first
Japanese leader to visit South
Korea since former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe attended
the Pyeongchang Olympics in
February 2018.
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The finance ministry on
Tuesday said MSMEs will
have time till June 30 to

submit refund claims for perfor-
mance or bid security and liq-
uidated damages forfeited by
government departments and
public sector entities during the
Covid-19 period.

To give relief to MSMEs,
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in 2023-24 Budget
announced ‘Vivad se Vishwas-
I’ scheme which provides that in
cases of failure by MSMEs to
execute contracts during the
Covid period, 95 per cent of the
forfeited amount relating to bid
or performance security will be
returned to them by government
and government undertakings.

“The scheme was com-

menced from April 17, 2023 and
the last date for submission of
claims is June 30, 2023,” a
finance ministry statement said.

Under the scheme, min-
istries have been asked to refund
95 per cent of the performance
security, bid security and liqui-
dated damages forfeited/ deduct-

ed during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Certain relief has also
been provided to MSMEs
debarred for default in execution
of contracts during the Covid-
19 period till March 31, 2022.

All contractors or suppliers
registered as micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSME)

with the ministry of MSME as
on March 31, 2022, would be eli-
gible to claim a refund of the for-
feited amount for contracts
which had an original delivery
or completion period between
February 19, 2020, and March
31, 2022.

This relief will be provided
in all contracts for the procure-
ment of goods and services,
entered into by any ministry/
department/attached or subor-
dinate office/ autonomous body/
Central Public Sector Enterprise
(CPSE)/ Public Sector Financial
Institution etc. With MSMEs.

Government e-Marketplace
(GeM) has developed a dedicat-
ed web page for implementation
of this scheme. Eligible claims
shall be processed only through
GeM, the finance ministry
added.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday said

it is essential for emerging
economies to become growth
engines and help in resolving
challenges facing the world. 

She further said the G20
Presidency has come at a crucial
stage to the emerging econo-
mies, stressing that three years
are critical for the global econ-
omy, which is going through a
reset.

India currently holds the
presidency of G20, which is a
grouping of developing and
developed countries. India has
taken over the presidency from
Indonesia and will hand it over
to Brazil later in the year.

Addressing the Indian dias-
pora in Seoul, the minister said
India is being noticed worldwide
not just because it is the fastest-
growing large economy - this
year as well as the coming year

- but also because of the way in
which it has handled the pan-
demic and economic revival.

The minister is in Seoul to
attend the annual meeting of the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB).

She said while the advanced
economies today are looking at
a long-drawn recession, central
banks in those countries are rais-
ing interest rates and dealing
with inflation.

“In such a situation global-
ly, how can economies, partic-
ularly emerging market
economies, who are all showing
good signs of growth...Is it pos-
sible for us to sustain that
growth, is it possible for us to
give greater energy to that
growth momentum so that
emerging markets can literally
be the engines of growth and
help the global crisis be solved,”
Sitharaman said.

The minister said the G20
troika — Indonesia, India and
Brazil— are all emerging
economies, and hence it is
important that the voice of the
global south be heard. The
‘Global South’ largely refers to
countries in Asia, Africa and
South America.

“The three years are going
to be important for the global
economy to reset itself and
readjust to the global realities,”
she said, adding there is a reces-
sion on one hand and econom-
ic revival from COVID on the
other.

Also, artificial intelligence,
deep data analytics and the
Internet of Things are being
used extensively, she added.

India, Sitharaman said, has
already adopted a digital pay-
ment system, faceless tax assess-
ment and digital ID, and is scal-
ing up technology at a very fast
pace. 

Companies in India are also
resetting themselves, using arti-
ficial intelligence and adapting
to the requirements of the 21st
century. 

She also invited NRIs settled
in South Korea to contribute to
developments taking place in
India in the fields of technolo-
gy and innovation.

“India is going through a
major rapid transformational
change. Companies are also
realising that this is the time to
invest in such technology, which
is bringing innovation and AI,”
she said. 
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Equity benchmarks ended
higher on Tuesday mainly

due to buying in index heavy-
weights Infosys and Reliance
Industries amid foreign fund
inflows. Also, firm trend in
Asian gauges and record GST
collection in April added to the
optimism. Rallying for the
eighth straight day, the 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed 242.27
points or 0.40 per cent to settle
at 61,354.71. During the day, it
jumped 373.8 points or 0.61 per
cent to 61,486.24.

The broader NSE Nifty
went up 82.65 points or 0.46 per
cent to finish at 18,147.65.

“Defying the trend in glob-
al peers, Indian benchmark
indices continued its upward
momentum, fuelled by strong
Q4 earnings and favourable
domestic macroeconomic data.
The manufacturing PMI sur-
passed expectations due to an
increase in new business, mod-
eration in price pressures, and
improved supply chain condi-
tions. “Additionally, the GST col-
lection in April was the highest
recorded to date. While western
markets traded with mild cuts
ahead of the US Fed policy
announcement, the domestic
market benefited from strong
inflows by FIIs,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
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The rupee consol-
idated in a nar-

row range and set-
tled 6 paise lower at
81.88 (provisional)
against the Ameri-
can currency on Tuesday as
investors preferred to stay on the
sidelines ahead of the US Fed
meeting outcome.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the local unit opened
on a positive note at 81.75 but
pared early gains to settle 6 paise
lower at 81.88 against the US
dollar despite a firm trend in
domestic equities.

During the day, the rupee

touched a high of
81.72 and a low of
81.95 against the
American currency.
On Friday, the rupee
closed at 81.82
against the US cur-
rency.

Forex and equity markets
were closed on Monday on
account of ‘Maharashtra Day’.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, rose 0.15 per cent to
102.30.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, declined
0.55 per cent to USD 78.87 per
barrel.
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CIL, the world’s largest coal
miner, on Tuesday said coal

production rose 7.7 per cent in
April and supplies to users shot
up just as summer began.

In a statement, Coal India
Ltd (CIL) said it logged an
impressive 31 per cent growth in
overburden removal (OBR) in
April compared to the same
month a year ago. “This helps in
stepping up production in the
upcoming monsoon months,” it
said. The company logged a
whopping 44 per cent year-on-
year growth in supplies to non-
regulated sector (NRS).

CIL is firing on all cylinders
in anticipation of a summer hot-
ter than the last. It is scaling up
production, holding additional
coal stocks at its pitheads and has
issued directives to power pro-
ducers to hold higher invento-
ry at their end.

All this in anticipation of
electricity demand touching a
new high this summer.

Already, the government
has ordered the nation’s coal-

fired power plants to run at full
power. Coal is used to generate
some 70 per cent of the electric-
ity in the country and its avail-
ability is being shored up to meet
the increased demand for cool-
ing in the summer months.

“Sustaining the growth
trend of previous fiscal, CIL
excavated 169.5 million cubic
meters of OB in April, achieving
109 per cent target,” it said.

“Compared to 129.6 million
cubic meters in April 2022, the
growth was 31 per cent.”

CIL’s coal production grew
by 7.7 per cent to 57.6 million
tonne in April. The volume
increase of 4.1 million tonne was
achieved over a high base of 53.5
million tonne in April 2022.

All the subsidiaries of CIL
have registered the highest-ever
production for the month of
April, except ECL.

“Production could have
been even higher by around 1
million tonne but for the stop-
page of work for four days by
contractual workers in Talcher
coalfields of MCL,” said a senior
official of CIL.
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The unavailability of an ade-
quate facility for menstrual
hygiene is experienced by
many adolescent girls and
women. Doing its bit, BSES
is on a mission to improve
access to affordable and
hygienic sanitary napkins for
those in need.  As part of the
efforts, BSES has facilitated
the installation of 20

Automatic Sanitary Napkin Vending & Incinerating Units across
9 government medical facilities in South and West Delhi. Apart
from this, BSES’s Self Help Groups have stitched and distrib-
uted lakhs of pads in the last three years alone, making a sig-
nificant difference in the lives of thousands of women.
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Shares of UCO Bank on
Tuesday climbed 2 per cent

after the firm reported an 86.2
per cent rise in net profit for the
March 2023 quarter.

The company’s stock gained
2.06 per cent to settle at Rs 30.72
on the BSE. During the day, it
climbed 4.71 per cent to Rs
31.52.

At the NSE, it advanced 0.66
per cent to finish at Rs 30.30.

In terms of traded volume,
71.09 lakh shares of the firm
were traded on BSE and over
5.10 crore shares at NSE during
the day. Net profit of city-based
UCO Bank increased 86.2 per
cent to Rs 581 crore at the end
of the fourth quarter of 2022-23
as compared to Rs 312 crore in
the corresponding similar pre-
vious period.

Global business of the bank
for the fiscal 2022-23 touched
more than Rs 4.10 lakh crore,
with deposits at Rs 2.50 lakh
crore and advances at Rs 1.61
lakh crore.

MD&CEO of UCO Bank
Soma Sankara Prasad said that
the bank will raise money from
the market in the form of Tier
I capital.

“Government holding in
the bank stands at 95.39 per cent.

It will be brought down to a rea-
sonable level for which it will tap
the capital market,” Prasad said
at a virtual news conference.

On asset quality, he said the
GNPA of the bank stood lower
at 4.78 per cent at the end of the
fourth quarter, while NNPA
was at 1.29 per cent.

Prasad said some of the
restructured accounts are under
stress. “There is no general
stress in the SME loan book”, he
added.

According to him, there is
good demand for credit from
corporates in sectors like
cement, steel, chemicals, FMCG,
renewables and NBFCs.

The bank has also entered
into co-lending activity with a
number of NBFCs, Prasad said.

The capital adequacy ratio
of the bank at the end of the
fourth quarter of the last fiscal
stood at 16.51 per cent. 
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Ambuja Cements on Tuesday
reported a decline of 10.87

per cent in its consolidated net
profit at Rs 763.30 crore for the
quarter ended on March 31,
2023.

The company, now part of
the Adani Group, had clocked a
net profit of Rs 856.46 crore in
the January-March quarter a
year-ago, Ambuja Cements said
in a BSE filing.

Its consolidated revenue
from operations was almost flat
at Rs 7,965.98 crore during the
quarter under review. It was Rs

7,900.04 crore in the corre-
sponding period last fiscal.

The consolidated results of
Ambuja Cements include the
financial performance of its
step-down firm ACC Ltd, in
which it owns around 51 per
cent stake.

Ambuja Cements’ total ex-
penses were at Rs 7,118.71 crore,

up 4.47 per cent from Rs
6,813.51 crore a year ago.

Its total consolidated rev-
enue in the March quarter was
up 3.25 per cent to Rs 8,250.45
crore.

On a standalone basis,
Ambuja Cements reported an
increase of 1.61 per cent in its net
profit to Rs 502.40 crore in the
January-March quarter as
against Rs 494.41 crore in the
year-ago quarter.

Its standalone revenue from
operations increased 8.39 per
cent to Rs 4,256.31 crore, as
against Rs 3,926.73 crore earli-
er.
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State-owned Punjab & Sind
Bank on Tuesday reported a

32 per cent increase in net prof-
it to Rs 457 crore for the fourth
quarter ending March 2023,
helped by a decline in bad loans.

The bank’s profit stood at Rs
346 crore in the January-March
quarter of 2021-22.

In a stock exchange filing,
the lender said gross non-per-
forming assets (NPA) declined
to 6.97 per cent in the fourth
quarter from 12.17 per cent a
year ago.

Similarly, net NPAs reduced
to 1.84 per cent from 2.74 per
cent.

Punjab & Sind Bank also
reported its highest-ever net
profit in a fiscal at Rs 1,313 crore,
up 26.37 per cent annually. The
net profit was Rs 1,039 crore in
2021-22.  The bank’s shares
closed at Rs 37.35 apiece on BSE,
up 3.84 per cent.
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State-owned NTPC Ltd on
Tuesday reported an over

two-fold jump in production of
coal from its captive mines at
2.75 million metric tonnes in
April 2023. “NTPC recorded
2.75 million metric tonnes
(MMT) of coal production dur-
ing the month of April 2023 as
compared to 1.11 MMT record-
ed for the month of April 2022,”
a company statement said.

Coal despatch at 2.95 MMT
in April 2023 over despatch vol-
umes of 1.23 MMT achieved in
April 2022 was highest ever.

NTPC recorded a coal pro-
duction of 23.2 million tonnes
in FY23, witnessing a 65 per cent
growth against 14.02 million
tonnes a year-ago from its four
operational coal mines — NTPC
Pakri-Barwadih (Jharkhand),
NTPC Chatti Bariatu (Jhar-
khand), NTPC Dulanga (Odi-
sha) and NTPC Talaipalli
(Chhattisgarh).
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Cooperative major
IFFCO, which

sells conventional
granular as well as
nano (liquid) fertilis-
ers, has reported 62
per cent increase in
net profit to record Rs 3,052.73
crore for the last fiscal year on
better income.

Its profit stood at Rs
1,883.77 crore in the previous
year. Total revenue also grew to
Rs 60,324 crore in 2022-23 from
Rs 40,171.67 crore in the previ-
ous year.

“IFFCO has registered the
highest ever Profit After Tax of
Rs 3,053 crore along with the
highest ever turnover of Rs
60,324 crore for FY22-23,”
IFFCO’s MD U S Awasthi said.

He attributed the record
profit to better plant perfor-
mance, efficient marketing

channel, good sup-
port from the gov-
ernment and better
management.

On operational
front, IFFCO report-
ed the highest produc-
tion of 95.61 lakh
tonne last fiscal. It

also achieved the highest pro-
duction of nano fertilisers at
479.38 lakh bottles of 500 ml
each. The company sold 128.07
lakh tonne of fertilisers in the last
fiscal. The sale of nano fertilis-
ers was at record 326.53 lakh
bottles.

“Nano fertilizers provide a
cheaper, effective and efficient
alternative to traditional fertil-
izers, requiring less raw materi-
als and help in making nation
self-sufficient while reducing
dependence on imports, thus
moving in the direction of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat, Atmanir-
bhar Krishi’,” IFFCO said.
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Mahindra & Mahindra on
Tuesday said its total sales

increased by 36 per cent to
62,294 units in April. The com-
pany’s total dispatches to deal-
ers stood at 45,640 units in April
2022. The company’s passenger
vehicle wholesales in the domes-
tic market rose by 54 per cent to
34,698 units last month against
22,526 in April last year, the
Mumbai-based auto major said

in a statement.
Commercial vehicle sales

increased to 25,783 units last
month, compared to 20,411
units in the year-ago period.

The company said its
exports last month declined 33
per cent to 1,813 units, as com-
pared to 2,703 units in the year-
ago period. M&M Automotive
Division President Veejay Nakra
said after a record-breaking year
in FY23, the company continued
its growth in SUVs.
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Adani Total Gas Ltd, the city
gas joint venture between

the Adani Group and French
energy giant TotalEnergies, on
Tuesday reported a 21 per cent
rise in its consolidated net prof-
it in the March 2023 quarter.

Consolidated net profit of
Rs 97.91 crore in January-March
quarter was compared with Rs
81.09 crore net earnings in the
same period a year back, accord-
ing to company’s stock exchange
filing. Sales volume rose 2 per
cent to 193 million standard
cubic metres. The firm retails
CNG to automobiles and piped
natural gas to household
kitchens as well as industries.

CNG stations now increa-
sed to 460 with addition of 126
new outlets, the company said in
a statement. Total piped cooking
gas (PNG) home increased by
1.24 lakh to 7.04 lakh while
industrial and commercial con-
nections increased to 7,435.

For the full 2022-23 fiscal
(April 2022 to March 2023),
Adani Total Gas Ltd reported a

consolidated net profit of Rs 546
crore on a revenue of Rs 4,683
crore. The firm commissioned
104 EV charging points at 26
locations across India and start-
ed 1st Compressed Bio-Gas
(CBG) station at Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh.

“ATGL has shown resilience
and delivered a good all-round
performance both on physical
infrastructure and financial front
despite high gas prices through-
out the year. “The fast-track
development of steel pipeline
and CNG stations has helped in
creating natural gas ecosystem in
geographical areas where we are
present and will now help in
connecting PNG consumers
going forward,” said Suresh P
Manglani, Executive Director &
CEO of Adani Total Gas Ltd
(ATGL).
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Bajaj Auto Ltd on Tuesday
reported a 7 per cent

increase in total sales at 3,31,278
units in April 2023, as compared
to the same month last year.

The company had posted a
total sales of 3,10,774 units in
April 2022, Bajaj Auto said in a
regulatory filing.

The total two-wheeler sales
rose 2 per cent at 2,87,985 units,
as compared to 2,81,711 units in
the year-ago month, it added.

In the domestic market,

two-wheeler sales grew by 95 per
cent to 1,81,828 units last month,
as compared to 93,233 units in
April 2022.

Exports of two-wheelers,
however, dipped by 44 per cent
at 1,06,157 units, as against
1,88,478 units in the same

month a year ago, the company
said. Commercial vehicle sales
were up 49 per cent at 43,293
units, as against 29,063 units in
April 2022. In the domestic
market, commercial vehicle sales
jumped three-and-half fold at
31,344 units, from 8,944 units in
the same month of the previous
year, the company said.

However, exports of com-
mercial vehicles were lower by
41 per cent at 11,949 units in
April 2023, as compared to
20,119 units in the year-ago
month, Bajaj Auto said.�!��� ��������	

Shares of UltraTech Cement
fell by 1.50 per cent in morn-

ing trade on Tuesday after the
company reported a 36.1 per
cent decline in its consolidated
net profit for the fourth quarter
ended March 2023.

The stock went down by
1.55 per cent to Rs 7,436.75 on
the BSE. At the NSE, it fell by
1.53 per cent to Rs 7,440. Aditya
Birla group firm UltraTech
Cement on Friday reported a
36.1 per cent decline.
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Tata Steel on Tuesday posted a
steep fall of over 84 per cent in

its consolidated net profit at Rs
1,566.24 crore in the quarter ended
March 2023, mainly on account by
lower income.

The steel major had reported a
net profit of Rs 9,835.12 crore in the
year-ago quarter, it said in a BSE fil-

ing.
Tata Steel’s total income also

trimmed to Rs 63,131.08 crore
from Rs 69,615.70 crore in January-
March period of financial year
2021-22.

While the company’s total
expenses rose to Rs 59,918.15 crore
from Rs 57,635.79 crore a year ago.

Tata Steel is among the top six
steel producing companies in India.
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Was so excited when Anna Wintour invit-
ed the 3 of us to the Met Gala,"

Williams said on Instagram just before she
arrived at the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
decked out in a black and white gown, for
fashion's biggest night of the year.

In the photos, the 41-year-old tennis great
is seen posing in a black and white gown with
her husband Alexis Ohanian, the founder of
Reddit, and cradling the baby bump.

Williams and Ohanian are already par-
ents to Olympia, born in September 2017.

Last year, Williams, who won 23 singles
Grand Slam titles and multiple Olympic gold
medals throughout her long career -- bid an
emotional farewell to tennis at the US Open.

"I'm ready to, like, be a mom, explore a
different version of Serena," she said at the
time.

Last year, in an essay for Elle magazine,
Williams described the difficulties she expe-
rienced in giving birth to Olympia, eventu-
ally via emergency C-section, and how she
suffered blood clots in her lungs shortly there-
after.

Williams was not the only person to
reveal a baby bump at the Met Gala; model
Karlie Kloss also confirmed her second
pregnancy at the event.
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The Football Association is
investigating comments by

the Reds boss that appeared to call
into question the integrity of ref-
eree Paul Tierney after Sunday's
4-3 victory at Anfield.

Following Diogo Jota's late
winner, Klopp ran down the
touchline to celebrate in front of
fourth official John Brooks and
received a yellow card from
Tierney.

"The whole situation should-
n't have happened at all," Klopp
said at a press conference on
Tuesday. "It was out of emotion,
out of anger in that moment.
That's why I celebrated the way I

celebrated.
"I didn't say anything wrong.

I couldn't get close to the fourth
official and I didn't want to get
close to him."

Klopp, whose team are fifth
in the Premier League table after
four straight wins, added: "Paul
Tierney came over and I didn't
expect a red card, I expected a yel-
low. He said to me: 'For me it's a
red card,' but he gave me a yellow.

"After the game I tried to
calm down and didn't properly. I
said (in TV interviews): 'What he
said to me was not OK'. I opened
the box which I didn't want to
open. "The rest was things I said
about how I felt in that moment
and Paul Tierney doing our

games. I'm not a resentful person
but these things which happen in
the past happens, not intention-
ally but they are there.

"Obviously the refs are real-
ly angry about what I said. I did
a lot of things that day but I did-
n't lie."

Klopp said after the game that
he did not know what the official
"has against us".

Speaking ahead of
Wednesday's home match against
Fulham, Klopp said he expected
to face punishment.

"Refs think I questioned their
integrity, which if I am sitting here
now calm, I don't do," said the
German.

Shortly after the Spurs game,

PGMOL (Professional Game
Match Officials Limited) issued a
statement.

"PGMOL is aware of the
comments made by Jurgen Klopp
after his side's fixture with
Tottenham Hotspur," it said.

"Match officials in the
Premier League are recorded in
all games via a communications
system and, having fully reviewed
the audio of referee Paul Tierney
from today's fixture, we can con-
firm he acted in a professional
manner throughout including
when issuing the caution to the
Liverpool manager so, therefore,
we strongly refute any suggestion
that Tierney's actions were
improper."
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Australian Open champion
Sabalenka struggled badly

at first but turned the two-
hour match around convinc-
ingly to reach the semi-finals.

"I was just trying to keep
fighting to keep playing my
game and find my rhythm,"
said Sabalenka.

"She's a clay court special-
ist and I'm very happy with
this win. It was a very tough
one."

Sherif, the first Egyptian
to reach a WTA 1000 quarter-
f inal,  capitalised on
Sabalenka's erratic start to
break in the first game.

The 26-year-old became
the first player to take a set off
Sabalenka in Madrid, break-
ing again for 4-1 and missing
set point at 5-1 before clinch-
ing it on serve.

However the Belarusian,
24, bounced back strongly,
converting all four of her
break points in the second set
and hitting 10 winners to
Sherif 's one to force a third.

The 2021 Madrid winner
was a break down at 2-1 in the
second but won 11 of the next
12 games.

Sabalenka showed her
power as she battered Sherif
back to break in the third set
before consolidating for 3-0.

Sherif, who beat world
number five Caroline Garcia in
straight sets in the third round,
was eventually overrun by the
big-hitter, who secured anoth-
er break and then served out.

Sabalenka will face Greek
world number nine Maria
Sakkari or Romanian Irina-
Camelia Begu, who play in the
second quarter-final later
Tuesday.
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Djokovic, one of the highest
profile athletes to remain

unvaccinated, has not been
able to play in the United
States since the vaccine man-
date came into effect in
November 2021.

The 35-year-old world
number one last played the US
Open in 2021, when his bid to
complete a calendar year Grand
Slam ended in defeat in the
final to Russia's Daniil
Medvedev.

Since then Djokovic has

been a glaring absentee from
US tennis tournaments due to
the travel mandate.

The 22-time Grand Slam
singles winner applied unsuc-
cessfully for a special exemp-
tion to enter the United States
to play this year's Masters
events at Indian Wells and
Miami. US Open organizers, as
well as the US Tennis
Association, both called for
Djokovic to be granted an
exemption.

US tennis great John
McEnroe was one of several
who questioned the decision to

continue to bar Djokovic from
the United States, noting that
the Serb played the US Open in
2021 when the pandemic was
still raging.

"He played (the US Open)
in 2021 and then wasn't
allowed to play in 2022, some-
one explain that to me,"
McEnroe said earlier this year.
"And now he's still not permit-
ted to play? It's absurd."

Djokovic was also infa-
mously deported from
Australia last year due to his
vaccine status, missing the
Australian Open. 
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The Germans won 3-2 in
the semi-final second leg

at the Emirates Stadium as
Bremer's goal in the closing
seconds of extra time sealed a
5-4 aggregate success.

Stina Blackstenius put
Arsenal ahead, with Jill Roord
and Alexandra Popp netting
for Wolfsburg before Jennifer
Beattie levelled for the
Gunners, setting the stage for
Bremer's decisive goal.

Barcelona, who beat
Chelsea in the other semi-
final, lie in wait for Wolfsburg
in the final at Eindhoven's
PSV Stadium on June 3.

Wolfsburg,  who beat
Arsenal in last season's quar-
ter-finals, are back in the final
for the first time since losing
the showpiece to Lyon in
2020.

"It was a tough game. I
thought it was going to go to
penalties but we won," Roord
said.

"Credit to Arsenal, they've

been through a lot as a team
but they made it super hard.
At the end they could have
won, we could have won. We
were the lucky ones."

Arsenal are the only
Women's Super League club to
have won the Women's
Champions League, lifting the
trophy in 2007.

But their hopes of anoth-
er crack at the trophy were
dashed in the most painful
fashion.

The Gunners had battled
back to draw the first leg 2-2
in Germany despite trailing by
two goals after just 24 min-
utes.

Yet Jonas Eidevall's side
were ravaged by injuries to
Beth Mead, Vivianne
Miedema, Leah Williamson,
Caitlin Foord and Kim Little
and the attrition eventually
took its toll.

"It's tough. No doubt
about it, because it was a
game of such fine margins and
they're not on our side
tonight," Eidevall said.

"But I also choose to look
at it that we came to the
Champions League semi-final
with all the injuries we have,
with all the challenges we
have. That is actually incred-
ible." In front of a sold-out

Emirates crowd of more than
60,000 -- a record attendance
for a women's club match in
England -- Arsenal took the
lead in the 11th minute.

Blackstenius forced the
mistake from Kathrin

Hendrich with her tenacious
pressing and applied the fin-
ishing touch after rounding
the keeper.

Manuela Zinsberger pre-
served Arsenal's advantage
when she palmed away a
fierce long-range strike from
Lynn Wilms. But Wolfsburg
had the momentum and
Roord equalised in the 41st
minute, curling into the far
corner from the edge of the
area after Popp headed down
a free-kick. Wolfsburg's pres-
sure paid off again as Popp put
them ahead in the 58th
minute.

Felicitas Rauch's corner
was met by a glancing head-
er from the Wolfsburg captain
that flashed past Zinsberger.

Beattie forced extra time
when she equalised in the
75th minute with a clinical
header from Wubben-Moy's
cross. But with a penalty
shoot-out just seconds away,
Wolfsburg booked their final
berth as Jule Brand's cross was
turned in by Bremer.
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Iwobi scored a second-half
equaliser at the King Power
Stadium after James

Maddison wasted a chance to
put Leicester 3-1 up when his
penalty was saved by Jordan
Pickford.

Dominic Calvert-Lewin
put Everton in front with an
early penalty, before Leicester
hit back with goals from Caglar
Soyuncu and Jamie Vardy.

Leicester, who have won
one of their last 12 league
games, moved out of the rele-

gation zone on goal differ-
ence.

The Foxes, Premier League
champions in 2016, are fight-
ing to avoid playing in the
Championship for the first
time in nine years.

"We missed a penalty for 3-
1, but also in the first half we
were second best for long peri-
ods," Leicester boss Dean Smith
said.

"We knew the result today
would not define what hap-
pens. We came out of the bot-
tom three, but there are still
four games to go."

Everton, who last played in
the second tier in 1954, remain
in 19th place.

Sean Dyche's side are one
point from safety with four
games left for each of the bot-
tom five clubs.

Everton narrowly escaped
relegation last season under
Frank Lampard, but their
struggles again this term led to
Dyche's appointment in
January.

The Toffees beat Arsenal
and Leeds in two of Dyche's
first three games, but have
won just one of the 11 games

since then, sparking furious fan
protests against the club hier-
archy.

"We held our nerve, kept
trying to create things and
overall it's a good performance,
although we didn't get the
three points," Dyche said.

"I didn't come here for a
walk in the part. I knew it was
going to be a challenge. The
only crime tonight was two
really soft goals, but the men-
tality is what we want."

Despite the mutinous
mood among Everton's travel-
ling fans, they took the lead in

the 15th minute.
Timothy Castagne need-

lessly conceded a penalty with
a rash shove on Calvert-Lewin
as the striker tried to control
Seamus Coleman's lofted pass.

Calvert-Lewin smashed
the spot-kick into the roof of
the net for his first goal since
October and only his second of
an injury-plagued campaign.

Leicester needed a
response and they delivered
emphatically with two goals in
the space of 11 minutes.

Harvey Barnes' 22nd-
minute cross was headed back
across goal by Wout Faes and
Soyuncu pounced with a half-
volley that eluded Jordan
Pickford's weak attempted
save.

Vardy rolls back the years
Everton's creaky defence

was exposed again after 33
minutes.

Iwobi lost possession too
easily and Vardy rolled back
the years with a blistering run
to reach Maddison's pass and
round Pickford for a cool fin-
ish.

Everton were in disarray at
the back and Michael Keane
conceded a penalty in first-half
stoppage time when he
blocked Barnes' cross with his
out-stretched arm.

But Maddison blasted his
penalty straight at Pickford to
give Everton renewed hope.

The save was also a tribute
to England keeper Pickford's
preparation.
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Third-ranked Daniil
Medvedev crashed out

against Russian compatriot
Aslan Karatsev, 7-6 (7/1), 6-4.

In the women's competi-
tion world number two Aryna
Sabalenka was forced to sweat
by Mayar Sherif but eventual-
ly came through 2-6, 6-2, 6-1
to reach the semi-finals.

Top-seeded Spaniard
Alcaraz, who also beat Zverev
in last season's Madrid final,
gained revenge for the
German's triumph when they
met later in the 2022 French
Open quarter-finals.

Two-time Madrid winner
Zverev, 26, was blown away in
the opening set. He improved
a little in the second but not
sufficiently to trouble Alcaraz,
who moved his opponent
around at will.

"I played at a great level,
I didn't let him dominate, I
went on the attack the whole
time, and above all, I returned
really well," said Alcaraz, who
won in one hour 22 minutes.

"I played a complete
game, and that's how we have

this result -- but it's not a nor-
mal result against (Zverev)."

Zverev zipped past Hugo
Grenier 6-1, 6-0 in the third
round, appearing to find form
after the ankle injury he suf-
fered last year, but was
exposed by a razor sharp
Alcaraz.

The US Open champion
dropped just two points in the
first set in his near-immacu-
late service games, and put
strong pressure on the
German's serve.

Alcaraz converted his
third break point to take a 2-
0 lead in the 11-minute sec-
ond game, before wresting
another from Zverev for 5-1,
consolidating to take the set.

The duo traded blows
on serve at the start of the sec-
ond set before Alcaraz carved
out a break for 3-2 when
Zverev sent a forehand return
wide.

Alcaraz again broke for a
5-2 lead with a neat forehand
down the line and triumphed
on serve when Zverev batted
a return long.

Alcaraz, who turns 20
on Friday, is aiming for his

10th tour-level title after
defending the Barcelona
Open in April.

In the last eight, the
Murcian will face Karen
Khachanov who dispatched
Andrey Rublev 7-6 (10/8), 6-
4 in another all-Russian bat-
tle.

Medvedev, second seed in
the Spanish capital, has
admitted he struggles on clay
and fell to another defeat
against Karatsev on the dirt,
as he did in Rome two sea-
sons ago.

The 27-year-old secured
an early break but Karatsev
immediately struck back for
2-2.

They stayed on serve and
Karatsev triumphed comfort-
ably in the tie-break, his ball
striking immaculate through-
out the clash, hitting 28 win-
ners to just four unforced
errors.

Ranked 121st in the
world, qualifier Karatsev
broke the 2021 US Open
winner for 3-2 in the second
set and only dropped two
points on his serve after that
to progress.
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Hit by injuries to skipper KL Rahul
and seamer Jaydev Unadkat,

Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) would be
wary of Chennai Super Kings' ability to
bounce back when the two sides face each
other in an Indian Premier League
match here on Wednesday.

LSG would also be facing the heat
after failing to chase down a meagre total
of 126 in their own den, getting bundled
out for just 108 in 19.5 overs by Royal
Challengers Bangalore on Monday.

Rahul sustained injury on his right
thigh during the match against RCB here
on Monday, while Unadkat slipped badly

while bowling at the nets, resulting to a
nasty fall on Sunday.

The extent of both the injuries is yet
to be ascertained but Rahul came out to
bat at No. 11 in LSG's unsuccessful run
chase, facing three balls without opening
account. His inclusion in the LSG team
for Wednesday's match is doubtful.

Players like Kyle Mayers, Nicholas
Pooran, Marcus Stoinis and Krunal
Pandya have chipped in individually as
well as collectively in previous games to
keep the Lucknow franchise afloat while
skipper Rahul has not been at his best
after the two half centuries (74 against
Punjab Kings and 68 against Gujarat
Titans).

LSG's performance this season has
swung wildly. While on the one hand,
they have given commanding perfor-
mances that have become the envy of
other sides, they also have a self-destruc-
tion button hidden somewhere, which
goes off automatically.

Their match against Punjab Kings on
April 28 was a reminder what the team
can achieve collectively, while their game
against RCB on Monday was an exam-
ple of how calamitously a team could lose
while chasing a miniscule total of 126.

The 257 for five against Punjab
Kings, resulting to a 56-run win, had class
and composure written all over it, with
Mayers, Badoni, Stoinis, Pooran, Naveen-

ul-Haq and Yash Thakur all chipping in,
while they failed collectively against
RCB. Their weakness of succumbing to
pressure, especially when their skipper
Rahul might not be able to play on
Wednesday due to a likely pulled hip flex-
or muscle, could give the MS Dhoni-led
CSK enough confidence to go all out on
the offensive.

LSG may be placed third on the IPL
standings with 10 points from nine
games but the shattering blow to their
morale following the 18-run loss to RCB
could be exploited by CSK, who too are
on 10 points from nine matches but
placed fourth due to an inferior net run
rate (NRR).
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Five-time champions Mumbai
Indians' class and pedigree

will once again be tested when
they take on an unpredictable
Punjab Kings in a crucial Indian
Premier League match here on
Wednesday.

A win will give MI the
much-needed push on the
points table, while a loss will see
them slip further and chart a
familiar course like the previous
edition. MI had finished 10th
and last in the previous edition.

The Mumbai team is cur-
rently placed seventh with eight
points from eight matches and
things are not looking great for
Rohit Sharma's side.

The win against Rajasthan
Royals at the Wankhede
Stadium on April 30, though,
would have instilled a fair bit of

confidence in the MI team after
it chased down a massive 212
with three balls to spare to earn
two valuable points.

The win was crafted by
Singapore-born Australian
cricketer Tim David, who
smashed three sixes on the trot
in the final over during his 14-
ball unbeaten 45 to snatch vic-
tory from the jaws of defeat.

While there were vital con-
tributions from India's T20 spe-
cialist batter Suryakumar Yadav
(55), tall Australian all-rounder
Cameron Green (44), Ishan
Kishan (28) and Tilak Varma (29
not out), none could match the
ferocity of David's strokes.

The 27-year-old middle-
order batter smashed five sixes
and two boundaries at a strike
rate in excess of 300 as Mumbai
Indians won on home turf.

A similar commitment

would be required against
Punjab Kings, who are known to
play aggressive cricket, though
their biggest drawback is an
unreliable top order.

Barring Shikhar Dhawan
and to an extent his opening
partner Prabhsimran Singh,
very few PBKS batters have
contributed enough to their
overall totals, though all that
changed in their previous game
against Chennai Super Kings at
Chepauk on April 30.

Set a stiff 200-run target by
MS Dhoni's side, the entire top
and middle-order came to the
party to win a last-ball thriller by
four wickets. With Prabhsimran
and Dhawan laying a good
foundation in powerplay,
England all-rounder Liam
Livingstone, Sam Curran and
wicketkeeper-batter Jitesh
Sharma all chipped in to make
it a memorable chase.

The team, though, will like-
ly have to face the fiery pace of
Mumbai Indians' Jofra Archer,
who was back in the game
against Rajasthan Royals, bowl-
ing his quota of overs and tak-
ing a wicket as well.

MI skipper Rohit's form,
though, is the biggest concern
for the five-time IPL champions
and much would depend on the
India captain on Wednesday to
shore up his side, after contribut-
ing just three runs in the match
against the Royals.
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Former India cricketer Deep
Dasgupta and former Australia

cricketer Tom Moody recently
shared their thoughts on KL
Rahul's late arrival to bat during
the second innings of the match
between LSG and RCB, after he
sustained a thigh injury in the first
innings.

In an exclusive interview with
ESPNcricinfo, Dasgupta and
Moody shared their differing
opinions on when and why Rahul
should have come out to bat and
whether he would change the out-
come of the game.

Deep Dasgupta spoke on

when he felt KL Rahul should
have come out to bat, after the
LSG captain succumbed to a
thigh injury during the first
innings.

"See, top of the order, you
would think, that you're going to
chase it, and your top order looks
good. And you weren't even
thinking of KL Rahul batting or
needing him to bat. But obvious-
ly, looking at the last over, 23 off
six, you never know, four sixes, if
it comes off. And you would
expect that, he's got that ability. But
obviously, it was going to be dif-
ficult. And anyway he wasn't run-
ning, so there was no chance of
him getting runs like that," he said.
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The England & Wales Cricket
(ECB) on Tuesday announ-

ced the change in dates and
venues for their women's team's
three-match T20I and three-
match ODI series against Sri
Lanka, starting on August 31.

The change has been made
after a request from Sri Lanka
Cricket due to the confirmation
of women's cricket being a part
of the Asian Games 2023.

"Following a request from
Sri Lanka Cricket due to the
confirmation of the women's
cricket tournament at the 2023
Asian Games, the England &
Wales Cricket Board have mutu-
ally agreed to a schedule change
to the England Women's white-
ball home series against Sri
Lanka planned for September,"
the ECB said in a statement.

Sri Lanka's white-ball tour
of England will now begin on
August 31, with the commence-
ment of the three-match T20I
series. The three matches will be
played in Hove, Chelmsford, and

Derby.
This will be followed by a

three-match ODI series between
September 9-14 in Chester-le-
Street, Northampton, and
Leicester.

The Hove which was orig-
inally scheduled to host an ODI
will now host the T20I series
opener. Canterbury, which was
originally set to host an ODI, will
no longer host a match during
the series.

The series will be key for Sri
Lanka in their bid to prepare for
the Asian Games, which is
scheduled in Hangzhou, China
from September 23 to October
8.

SCHEDULE:
1st T20I: August 31, Hove
2nd T20I: September 2,
Chelmsford
3rd T20I - September 6, Derby
1st ODI: September 9, 
Chester-le-Street
2nd ODI: September 12,
Northampton
3rd ODI: September 14,
Leicester

4-0 Ashes defeat and a 1-0 defeat in the West
Indies.

The annual rankings consider all series
completed since May 2020, with series com-
pleted before May 2022 weighted at 50 percent
and all subsequent series weighted at 100 per-
cent, according to the ICC release.

India's rating points have moved up from
119 to 121 as their 2-0 defeat to New Zealand
in March 2020 no longer figures in the rank-
ings, which assesses series completed prior to
May 2022 at 50 per cent and subsequent series
at 100 per cent.

Australia's home series wins over Pakistan
(2-0) and New Zealand (3-0) in 2019/20 were
no longer in consideration, while their 4-0 win
over England in 2021/22 has its weighting
halved. Consequently, Australia's ratings
dropped from 121 to 116.

Australia, who take on India in the final
of the ICC World Test Championship 2023 at
The Oval from 7 June, were the top-ranked Test
side since January 2022 while India were last
at the top for a month in December 2021.
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India pipped Australia to become the No.1
team in Men's Test Rankings following the

annual update, that drops results from the
2019-20 season and reflects all series complet-
ed since May 2020, released by the
International Cricket Council (ICC) on
Tuesday.

Australia's reign at the top of the Men's Test
Rankings comes to an end after 15 months
with India going past the Aussies ahead of next
month's ICC World Test Championship Final.

India currently sits at the top of the lad-
der with 121 points, with Australia in the sec-
ond spot with 116 points.

Prior to the annual rankings update,
Australia were at the top with 122 points with
India trailing them by three points (119).

England remain in third position but the
gap between them and the second placed side
is reduced from 13 to two rating points owing
to some consistent performances in recent
months as well as reduced weightage of their
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Former Australian captain
Michael Clarke is not

pleased with Josh Hazlewood's
decision to compete in the
ongoing IPL 2023 as he believes
the pacer should be focusing on
preparing for the World Test
Championship final and the
Ashes.

After being out of action for
nearly four months due to
Achilles injury, Hazlewood had
a successful comeback to crick-
eting action as he bowled three
overs for Royal Challengers
Bangalore (RCB) in the IPL
match against Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) and returned

with impressive figures of 2/15.
Hazelwood sustained an

Achilles injury during a Test
match in Sydney in January and
has since not featured in any
format of the game.

He was initially selected for
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in
India but was headed back
home midway through the
series to continue his rehabili-
tation from an Achilles com-
plaint.

With his return to IPL,
Hazlewood will begin his
attempt to demonstrate his
physical readiness for
Australia's upcoming six-Test
tour of England, which includes
the World Test Championship

Final and the Ashes.
The 32-year-old was one of

only four specialist pacemen
named in the Aussies' squad for
the first half of their campaign
in England.

While national selectors
were pleased that Hazlewood
used the IPL to build up his
bowling loads, Clarke believes
that the pacer should be in
Australia and concentrate on
red-ball cricket.

"I don't know why he's
over playing IPL. I don't know
why he's not over here in
Australia preparing to play Test
match cricket," Clarke was
quoted by Fox Cricket.

"I know they'll have people

over there, in the nets he'll be
bowling more than what the
IPL players are bowling, in
preparation for Test match
crick

"But I just don't know if
him bowling three overs, four
overs right now is his best
preparation for an Ashes series,
after the injuries he's had and
the amount of time he's had out
of Test cricket.

"It's great to see him back
playing, there's no doubt about
it... but for Australian Test
cricket fans, you want to see
him at his best for this Ashes
series," Clarke said.

Clarke further stressed that
a significant amount of money

associated with the IPL would
make it difficult for players to
refuse the chance to participate
in the tournament. He was
unsure whether Cricket Austra-
lia should have intervened and
prevented Hazlewood from
participating in the T20 tourna-
ment.

"They can do it now. They
can stop you going. But it's
India. Are you kidding? No-one
is saying no to India," he said.

"Unless Cricket Australia
are going to say, 'OK the IPL has
just offered you $3 million for
eight weeks... we'll pay you
that $3 million you stay home
and train with us,' there's noth-
ing they can do," he added.

Veteran pacer Ishant Sharma
(2/23) too joined the party as he out-
foxed Vijay Shankar (6) with a perfect-
ly executed knuckle ball.

Wickets continued to tumble with
the introduction of the slow bowlers,
left-arm wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav
(1/15) bamboozled David Miller (0) in
the seventh over. Pandya and Abhinav
Manohar (26) steadied the Gujarat ship
with 62-run stand for the fifth wicket.

Pandya anchored the innings with
Tewatia hitting three back-to-back
sixes off the penultimate over. But with
12 needed off the final over, Ishant gave
away just six runs while taking the vital
wicket of Tewatia.

Earlier, Delhi once again suffered
a dramatic collapse, losing five wick-
ets for 23 runs inside five overs and at
the centre of it all was Shami.

The veteran Indian pacer set the
tone of the match as he struck off the
first ball of the game to get Phil Salt for
a golden duck. A horrible mix up
between young Priyam Garg (10) and
skipper David Warner (2) cost Delhi
the wicket of the Australian in the sec-
ond over. Rilee Rossouw (8) was next
to depart as Shami struck once again.
The veteran Indian induced slight
movement away from Rossouw. An
outside edge led the ball to straight into
the hands of wicketkeeper Wriddhi-
man Saha's gloves as Delhi fell to 16 for
three.
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Aman Khan's maiden T20 fifty
was beautifully complemented
by the pacers as Delhi Capitals

kept their playoff hopes alive with a
tense five-run win over Gujarat Titans
in the IPL here on Tuesday. Bowling
impeccable lengths, Mohammed
Shami (4/11 in four overs) was lethal
with the new ball as he knocked the
wind out of the Capitals' top order, as
Gujarat Titans restricted DC to 130 for
eight after being asked to bowl. Aman
(51 off 44) waged a lone battle, putting
some much-need runs on the board.
He added 50 off 54 balls with Axar Patel
(27) and 53 off 27 balls with Ripal Patel
(23). In reply, Hardik Pandya's (59 off
53) sedate fifty and Rahul Tewatia's (20)
hattrick of sixes were not enough as
Delhi bowlers held their nerves to stop
the defending champions at 125 for 6.

It was the third win of the season
for Delhi, who continue to remain at
the bottom of the table, while Gujarat
continued to remain on the top spot.

Defending a modest target, Delhi
quicks were able to make an early
breakthrough, as Gujarat lost three
wickets inside the powerplay.

If 'Impact Player' Khaleel Ahmed
(2/24) bowled a beautiful first over
which was a wicket-maiden, pace
spearhead Anrich Nortje (1/39) got rid
of the dangerous Shubman Gill (6).
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